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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

MAY, 1865.

3 F all the evils that afflict
72X the Presbyterian body,
not in this country alone,

? but everywhere else, that of
) division, or as our Episcopa-
lian brethren term it, schism,
is the most prominent. It is
a fertile source of weakness

o to us. It fritters away our
strength. It drives our adherents into
other denominations. It diminishes the
incomes of our Ministers; it lessens their
means of usefulness. It often makes us sigh
for a Bishop, or any other strong executive
authority, that would keep it down.
it is, we suppose, the price that we pay for
our liberty, and we must bear with it as
best we may.

How often do we find two God-fearing,
hard working Presbyterian ministers, settled
in a small place, where one could do all the
work, and for whom the stipend of the two,
united, weuld make but a very poor living.
And this state of things is the more vexing,
when we consider the number of vacant ne-

But |

field, past neglect, &c.,”’ in which the Rev.
D. H. McVicar travels back through our
columns, as far as our issue for August
last, and finds fault with some remarks made
in that number by us when referring to a
letter signed by “ a Peripatetic Scot.”

It seems to us that Mr. McVicar admits
all that is stated. Ten years 8go the Free
Church tried to establish itselfin Sherbrooke,
and withdrew from the field, baving, we
may suppose without giving offence, failed,
after a whole winter devoted to the effort.
Finding the field deserted, we entered upon
it with great prospects of success, but no
gooner was our success apparent, than the
Canada Presbyterian Church, which in-
cludes, as our readers know, the Free
Church, hastened to send in an opposing
element. For ten years they had neglected
the field, giving only an occasional service
at long ntervals; but no socner do we enter
upon it, than the old feeling of hostility
to us revives, and they hasten to oppose us
tooth and nail. Now we certainly have
great reason to find fault here. If they

glected places, where one of these men | had continued to occupy the ground, we

would be such a blessing, and where, even
in a worldly point of view, he would be so
much better of. Holding such views, we
have always exerted our influcnce to pre-
vent what may be called rivalry, or oppo-
sition, among Presbyterians. We have no
desire to work in rivalry to any Presbyterian
body.: On the contrary, we are most will-
ing to go hand in hand with them, in the
great work of evangelizing the country, and
bricging into the fold of Presbyterianism,
as large a number of the inhabitants of this
young and rapidly growing provinee, as the
united efforts of all Presbyterians can suc-
ceed in attaching to our form and Faith.
We are led into these remarks from having
had our attention called to an article which
appears in the April number of the Home
and Forcign Record of the Canada Pres-
byterian
« Bastern Townships, extent of Mission

should cheerfully have left it to them ; be-
cause, although we do not admit that, either
in ““men, morals or doctrine,” they are any
better than ourselves, we are inclined to go
the length of confessing that they are very
nearly as good; and therefore we would

, hold, that where Preshyterians in a limited

lace, are supplied by a minister of the
%anada Presbyterian Church, they are well
enough off, and should not complain. At
all events we would not “start an opposi-
tion” under such circumstances. We quite
agree with the opinion expressed by the
Rev. D. H. McVicar at the meeting of the
Book and Tract Society, held in Montreal
last January, in speaking of this very sub-
ject. We copy from the report published
at the time: * He (Mr. McViear) adverted
to the importance of rightly managing the

Church, very properly headed, ; Lord's business, and animadverted on the
' waste of power, in insiances where, in a
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village of only a thousand souls, there would
be four or five churches of different denom-
inations, and as many ministers. This
practice diverted the power of the church
from being expanded in other and more
desolate fields.” Fully agreeing with this
statement, we are quite sure that if we had
tried to establish ourselves in any place—
had failed to do 8o, and neglected it for ten
long years, we should not complain if any
evangelical body stepped in and occupied
the Mission ; and the last thing we should
tbink of doing, in such = case, would be to
return to that place, and endeavour to pre-
vent by interference the success of another
body, which was striving to supply ordi-
nances to people so long neglected.

Mr. McVicar, it is true, says that, al-
though, for reasons deemed sufficient by
the Presbytery, their efforts at Sherbrooke
were, for ten years, suspended, they “ never
lost sight of this place.” Very likely! But
we fail to see the good which this perspec-
tive operation did to our neglected Presby-
terian brethren there. e hope that we
are not uncharitable, but we strongly sus-
peet that, had we left Sherbrooke alone, Mr.
MecViear and his friends would have con-
tented themselves, up to the present time of
writing, with taking bird’s eye views of the
plece, and doing pothing more.

Mr. MecViear is, in our opinion, very
much mistaken when he states, in regard
to some two hundred Presbyterians in
Sherbrooke, that they would not attach
themselves®to us even if the Canada Pres-
byterian Church abandoned them altoge-
ther. He will perhaps discover his error
in this respect soon enough. If the Pres-
byterians in Sherbrooke are overflowing
with gratitude to the Canada Presbyterian
Church it would seem to us that they are
thankful for very small mercies. It cer-
tainly is not at all clear to us that that
church has taken a very fatherly care of
them. Mr. McVicar states, however, that
one cxcellent person there told him that
he was ready to mortgage his farm for the
support of the cause. Now we freely own
that we never were able, with all our efforts,
—and we may say that we have made some
esertions in behalf of the Presbyterian
cause,— -t produce such an effect as this
.apon any of our adherents, either in Sher-
brooke or anywhere else.  Mavy give us
liberal subscriptions, and do this freely and
cheerfully, but we have never yet met with
any one who was willing to mortgage his
farm to raise money for us. ..l honour,
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the Canada Presbyterian Church has many
more adherents like him their success is
certain, and the erection of a large church
in Sherbrooke & very easy matter. It is
really too bad that such adherents have
been so long neglected. They are too
rare in this country to be treated in sucha
shabby way. We certainly would treat
them better. This we promise most faith-
fully. Meanwhile we only add that, hav-
ing practically abandoned Sherbrooke for
ten years, the Canada Presbyterian Church
should feel greatly indebted to us for tak-
ing up the work, and this would certainly
be a much more Christian acknowledgment
of our success than the course adopted. A
vote of thanks passed to us by a Presby-
tery of that body, or, better still, by the
Synod, would be only doing us justice.
But perbaps it is too much to expeot that
Mr. McViear should admit, and frankly
confess, to the failure of his own denomina-
tion in any place; and it would be much
more for us to expect from any of the
church courts of that denomination a cheer-
ful, ready, and prompt acknowledgment of
our services at Sherbrooke. Nevertheless
we honestly consider ourselves entitled to
pothing less, and, having stated our candid
opinion, we leave the case in the hands of
the ¢ pensive public,” referring them to the
Report of the Eastern Townships Mission,
to be found in this number under the head
of ¢ News of our Church,” and recommend-
ing the object as one deserving of both
sympathy and support.

N the course of another
month the highest court
of our Church will hold

/ its annual meeting in Ottawa,

& to review the transactionsof the

past year, to see the progress

¢ which has been made, to con-
sider the reports of the Com-
mittee on the various Schemes
of the Church, and to take such steps
as may be thought desirable to provide
for its extension and increased usefulness.

A very serious and grave responsibility

devolves upon the members, and one which
ought to be approached in the frame of

mind which so important a task requires.

We purpose in this article, very briefly
to mention a few of the subjects which

may probably come up before the approach-

ing meeting, desiring to suggest them as
su%jects for reflection to those who shall be

say we, to this Sherbrooke Presbyterian. If . present, as well as to the members of the
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inferior Church courts representec at the
Synod.

From the general tone of opinion at
last meeting, as well as from various com-
munications which have appeared in the
pages of the Presbyterian, it is more than
probable that the question of the appoint-
ment of an agent for the Schemes of the
Church will be brought forward. The
necessity for some central agency, few, we
think, will deny. It is a fact made pain-
fully evident by the experience of the
committee of every scheme of our Church,
that the contributions received are derived
from a very limited number of our Church
members. A fewcongregations give liberally,
some of them nobly, to the various efforts
which are put forth for the support of the
Gospel. But the great bulk of our
adherents are not reached, and this owing
to various causes. Ope of thege is igno-
rance of the true scope and end of the
schemes saunctioned by the Synod. To
very many a printed report tells nothing :
mapy never read it, wany who do never
reflect upon the meaning of the statements
contained in it. Many of the office-bearers
of our Church are but imperfectly acquaint-
ed with the subject, and, as a natural con-
sequence, de not take pains sufficlently to
bring the claims of each scheme properly
before their congregations. Then again,
responsibility divided is weakened ; and
frequent chauges, adopted in order to meet
some temporary inconvenience, have injured
the effort the change was intended to
assist. But an agent of the right stamp,
a man of considerable influence and
undoubted ability, visiting the different
congregations, laying plainly before them
their duties, seeing them eye to eye and
face to face, would, we are convinced, work
a great change for the better, not by obtain-
ing larger amounts from those who already
give largely, but by drawing out the small
sums which even weak charges may give,
and whnich now so rarely find ther way into
the treasury. ‘

Certain cases having occurred affecting
the pastoral relation between ministers and
people, in which very serious consequences
are involved, a committec was appointed
to take thesec into comsideration and to
report on them to the next meeting of
Synod. The decision come to by the
Synod upon that report may have a very
important bearing upon the future well-
being of the Church, the question to be
solved being one surrounded with many
difficulties. The great danger to be feared
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in a matter cf this kind is a hasty general
legislation founded upon narrow grounds.
Very much care and anxious deliberation
will be necessary before coming to a
decision. :

The collection of our Church Statistics
can scarcely be allowed to remain in the
present unsatisfactory state. We have on
more than one occasion referred to this
subject, but it is one which can scarcely be
too frequently spoken of. Tt is of very
great consequence we should have trust-
worthy information as to the position of
each charge. Rightly regarded it offers to
each minister a safe-guard thathis interests
will not be negiected ; it presents to default-
ing congregations a severe rebuke for their
want of conscientiousness in fulfilling their
obligations.  Correctly kept and annually
presented to the Synod we would have in
our hands a method of measuring our
efforts, of testing our resources, of seeing
upon what points pressure should be brought
to bear. More than this it would lead, on
the part of our congregations, to greater
carefulness in preparing annual statements
on the financial position of each church,
and, we firmly believe, would cause in-
creased activity in every good work.

The Committee on Sabbath-Schools have
had several important propositions brought
before them. Among others is one for the
preparation of a Scheme of Lessons to be
used throughout our Churchin Canada. We
need greater uniformity in many things.
We are acting often as independent chaur-
ches rather than as parts of one whole;
and the consequence too often is the setting
at naught the decisions and recommenda-
tions of the Synod. Everything that can
remove this feeling will tend to promote
our strength; and this is one method.
Several other recommendations will be
brought forward, and we know that so
much interest is felt in the progress of
Sabbath-Schools as an auxiliary of the
church that it is almost superfluous to say

‘anything on the subject.

The unsatisfactory tenure of Church
Property and the facilities for its alienation
have for some years back been felt by the
Church at large. An addition_to the Com-
mittee was made at last Synod and a request
made that a Draft Act of Incorporation for
the Church be prepared.  On a subject of
such importance as this much care will have
to be exercised.

The laws relating to the Settlement and
Admission of Ministers is in a very confased
state. Resolutions are scattered through



132

out the Synod Minutes contradictory to
one another. The Interim Act for the
Settlement of Ministers sent down last
Synod to Presbyteries, will be brought up
for consideration at this meeting. We
would remind Presbyteries who have not
yet done 8o, that this Act should be taken
up and reported upon before the meeting.
If it is desived to make verbal corrections,
we would recommend that these should be
passed over as the Styles of the Church ex-
plicity state that an amendment is tanta-
mount to rejection, and must be so con-
sidered.

The extension of our Home Mission field
ought to be ‘considered carefully, as it is
absolutely necessary an effort, and that a
strong one, should be made to overtake th
spiritual destitution which exists in many
parts of the country. The report of the
Eastern Townships Mission, to be found
in this number, may be studied with
much advantage. This effort was brought

|
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i satisfaction was felt and expressed by the
members present, although nothing definite
was done. We regret exceedingly that we
have not received a similar report from the
Western part of the Province, as we had
been led to expect. No real, united, deter-
mined effort has yet been made either in
the Home or Foreign Mission field, a
supineness much to be regretted, and which
we earnestly pray may not be suffered much
longer to rest upon us as a reproach, which
must be the more keenly felt that it is true.
These are some of the questions which
the Synod will probably be called upon to
discuss and decide. There are others which
we might have mentioned but space fails
us. It is most desirabie that all the mem-
bers should before the meeting well and
wisely look around them, and, from their
own experience and the information they
can obtain from others, see what is mnost
needed to promote the prosperity of the
Church as an instrument 1n God’s hand for

|

up ot last meeting of Synod, and much | bringing many unto righteousness.

Belos of owr Chureh.

EASTERN TOWNSHIPS' MISSION.

T appeared remarkable that
in the large district of
country between Montreal
and Quebec, on the south

side of theriver St. Lawrence, the

only Churches of the ' Presbyte-
riar Church of Cauada in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland,”
were the Church at Melbourne,
with two stations, Windsor and

Brompton Gore, and the feeble

Church at Inverness.

During the incumbency of the Rev. James.

Sieveright in Melbourne, not only was that
charge greaily strengthened by the gathering
together of its scattered members, but credit-
able houses of worship were built and psid for,
at each of its Stations.

The effurt was also made to extend our bor-
ders in the immediate vicinity of Melbourne,
wherever a fcw Presbyterian families were
found located together. Suitable openings
were found at Brompton Falls, Durham, and
Danville. Aided by a student of Queen’s
College acd the Rev. R. McLsren, now of
Three Rivers, the work was well begun. 1.

bas been our aim to carry out Mr. Sieveright's |

plans—and to this end we first obtained the

services of Mr. C. I. Cameroa 2 a Missionary,

who, during cleven months of the most self-
denying labor, so far advanced the work that
tho adherents at Sherbrooke sad Brompton
Falle, upon their petition to the Presbytery of
Quebec, wers organized into & separate charge,
and are now under the pastoral care of Rev,
Joseph Evans, formerly of Litchficid, C. W.

f  Mr. Cameron having decided to return to
|Scotland, for the purpose of finishing his
Theologicel course, we were providentially
'provided a supply for Lurbam, in a most
devoted student of Queen's College, who will
probably continue his labors there aatil July
next—when it is hoped they also will be
organized into a separate charge, under Mr.
Cameron, who is expected to return to them,
A pew Cburch has also been built at Qak
| Hill, an important point within the bounds of
’ the Mcibourne charge : and while this increases
the amount of labor far beyond the ability of
one minister to continue, it is hoped that at
no very distant day the work may be suitably
divided so as to employ two ministers.

* RerorT oF Mr. C. I. Cauerox,; Missionary.

1t is now nearly a year since the Mission has
been in operation,and hitherto, by the blessing
of God, with much success. Stations were
opened in Central and New Durbam, and in
Sherbrooke, and the work at the old Station of
Brompton Falls was recommenced.
A fornightly service bas besen held in each
! of these. In ali, except Brompton Falls, there
has been a steady increase of attendance, and
such interest has been manifested by the people
as shows the wisdom of the movement, and the
desirability of perpetuating and extending it.
| To give a fair idea of the work, it will be
necessary to say & fow words of each Station
separately.
The ficld taken up, tuough a small portion

of the territory we might occupy, extends over.

| forty miles, bordering for the most part on the
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river St. Francis, SherbrooKe being the eastern,
and Central Durham the western extremity.

Central Durham has a large Protestant popu-
lation. A great proportion of the original
settlers were Presbyterians, and, though from
the first without any minister of their own, they
never properly amalgamated with any other
religious body. This is an important and
promising field, but requires, in & more than
ordinary degree, prayer and zeal and patient
labour. Arrangements have been made for the
erection of & Church, which is to be commenced
in spring. For the present, the people, to the
average number of sixty, worship in a comfort-
able new School house, where also we bave
-organized and conducted a Sabbath School.

New Durham is six or seven miles distant.
It is a small village, with a railway station,
and the centre of a district of about ten miles
radius, which is steadily increasing in impor-
tauce, but is without any considerable village.
~There are, comparatively speaking, few
Presbyterians—those who settled here, unlike
the settlers of Ceantral Durham, having, in most
-cages, upited themselves with other bodies.

There is, however, no Protestant Church,
though & considerable congregaticn, about
eighty, fills the little school-house to crowding,
from Sabbath to Sabbath. A Church is
intended to be erected in connection with the
Presbyterian Charch, with the understanding
that it shall be open to those Evangelical
bodies who aid in its erection, when mnot
occupied by the Presbyterians.

Brompton Falls is an old station, commenced
under Rev. Mr. Sieveright, The village consists
mostly of railway employees and workers in
the St. Francis Saw Mills, and is rapidly
becoming French in its character. There is no
Protestant Charch, but the Episcopalians and
Methodists occasionally preach in the school-
house. The county around is thinly inhabited,
but settlers are now coming in, and the district
in all probility will soon become very
populous. The average attendance at the
meetings is about fifty. Tke number of Pres-
byterians is not great, but there is a strong
desire for the preaching of the Gospel, and all
denominations have given a hearty response to
the efforts made for the spirituel good of the
place.

Sherbrooke at one time corn‘ained a large
pruportion of Presbyterians, but they bhave
long ago become so identified with the different
bodies to which they joined themselves; and
now the professed adherents of this Church are
few. The necessity, however, was seen of
beginning a mission, both for present want and
future contingencies. A station was therefore
opened in the begizning of the present year.
The effort was attended with great success—
tho aitendance increasing in a short time from
20 to above 70. A deep spiritual interest
prevailed. Many were stirred up to seek salva-
tion, and several, thero is reason to believe,
were brought to rejoice in the Saviour. At
this period, about ihe beginning of summer,
the Canads Presbyterian Chuarch entered the
field. Sectarian feelings were stirred up and
fostered ; bitterness and animosity took the
place of religious earnestness, and the work of
the Lord was stayed. Itis with pain I speak
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of these events. I would willipgly pass over
in silence such conduct in Christian brothers,
and leave the Master to judge them ; but in
giving in an account of my labors to the Pres-
bytery by which I am employed, I feel bound to
nmeke this statement as affecting the condition
of the mission. I am happy, however, to say
that the work, paralyzed for a time, i3 now
again making progress, and gives prowise of
most happy results.

In conclusion, I would remark that the great
extent of the field occupied prevented that
thoroughness and coancentration of effort which
are necessary to secure marked success. Butl
trust that the blessing of God is given, and
that a foundation is laid for a work which, if
prosecuted faithfully, will bear much fruit to
His glory. Respectfully yours,

[Signed,] Cuas. 1. CaMERON.

Melbourne, 28th Sept., 1864.

REPORT OF Rgv. Jos. Evans.

The Rev. Mr. Evang in his Report says :—

At prezent I officiate in three places every
Sabbath, viz: Sherbrooke and Lennoxville
every Sabbath, and Brompton Falls and Comp-
ton alternately, once a fortnight. The attend-
ance in Sherbrooke varies from twenty-five to
forty. Here our attendance would be much
larger, were it not that, having no Church, we
are compelled to hcld our service at an hour
which is not convenient for & large portion of
the community. Here I have also a Sabbath
School and an adult Bible-Class, the attendance
at both of which is very encouraging. The
attendance at Lepnoxville varies from sixty to
one hundred; Brompton Falls, thirty-five to
sixty; Compton, thirty-five to seventy. In
Brompton Falls I have a Sabbath School in
operation which has thirty-five on the roll.

The attendsnce at each of the Stations
and the Sabbath Schools, has been slowly but
steadily increasing.

My weekly visit to the Jail, which seems to
be much valued by the prisoners, and the Tract
distribution, which I bave established over a
part of the town, will, I trust, bear their fruit
to God’s glory. . .

With the blessing of God, we may reasonably
look for a very great increase in this place.
There are a considerable number of Presbyte-
rizns scattered throughout this section of the
country, who are longing for the Church of
their fathers, and a very great nunber,
nominally Frotestants, who are connected with
no Church. Besides, the growth of Sherbrooke
(the capital of the Eastern Townships) must
be rapid, as also must be that of the surround-
ing wvillages—on accouvnt of the Mines—of
which there are 8 great number immediately
arolnd. 1 have the honor to be,

Yours respectfully,
JosEpH Evaxs, AM.
Sherbrooke, january, 1865.

The subscriptions at Montireal and
Quebec were, ceviveecan- ..$738 39
Which were applied to Salaries
of Missionaries, &C.ee- caveosnsoes 624 49

02k Hill Church.......... ereevasess 88 90
Unpaid subscriptions.sssesesseseaces 25 00
$i38 29
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The amounts subscribed at Sherbrooke,
Brompton Falls -~ Turbam, have not yet been
received in full. When received, it is proposed
to apply them in aid of their several Church
buildings, and report thercon next year.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
T. G. Surrn, Treasurer.
St. Andrew's Manse, Melbourne, Dee, 31st, 1864.

MISSIONARY MEETING IN THE PRES-
BYTERY OF RENFREW.

The Presbytery of Renfrew was designed, I
presume, to occupy the whole of the large
county which bears that name, and lies to the
wvest of the Ottawa. It has, however, taken
one congregation from Lanark and another
from Pontiac, the Lower Canada sides of the
river.

The missionary meetings were begun on the
13th of March. It was arranged that each
minister should preside over his own meeting ;
and, after snitable devotional exercises, the
following subjects were brought befure the
attention of the people :—the field and spirit
of missions ; the dignity of missionary enter-
prise ; the want of our Church and its claims
upon the people’s support of its missions.

At our first meeting, which was held within
the little church in the township of Admaston,
only two of the deputation were present, and
these endeavoured, with very doubtful wisdom,
to make amends for tho paucity of speakers by
the length of their addresses. The distance
from Admaston to Lake Doré, in “Vilberforce,
is twenty two miles through a tolerably level
and well-geitled portion of the country. In
the simple edifice which stands upon the shore
of that beautiful lake, about twenty persons
bad met together to hear of the spread of the
glorious Gospel of Christ, and no one could
fail to be impressed with the earnestness and
attention manifested in listening to the ad-
dresses of the various speakers. From Lake
Doré we began 10 retrace our steps. and, after
passing through the little village of Eganville,
which ispicturesquely situated upon the Bonne-
chére, a drive of about an hour and a half
brought us to Douglas, also upon the Bonne-
chére, and at that particular part of it which
ig generally known as ‘““the third chute.” Here
we found the place of meeting well lighted,
heated, and filled. Mr. Cameror spoke of the
wide field for missionary effort, with all its
pressing wants,while Mr. Lindsay exhibited the
honour of being engaged in missionary work,
and endeavoured to impress upon the minds of
all that it was in the power of each individual
to do something to advance the cause of Christ
in the world. The road from Douglas to Ross
leads through a bed of rocks, and lakes, and
mountains, sttractive perbaps to the tourist,
- but certainly not possessing many agricultural
capabilities. The cburch of Ross is a good
sized frame building, lately compieted, and now
almost free of debt. The Protestant population
of the township is about 400, and our adherents
pumber about 350. On this occasion, although
the roads and the weather were unfavourable,
a goodly number had assembled, and the effect-
iveness of the addresses delivered was attested
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by the respectacle collectivn taken up at the
close. Nine miles further, .0 a north-westerly
direction, and in thesouthern part of the town.
ship of Westmeath, lies the small village of
Beachburgh. It had been arranged that Lere
a soiree should be held in conneclion with the
missionary meeting, to aid in liquidating the
debt upon the newly erected church in this
place.” About seven o'clock the Town Hall
began to be tolerably well filled, and the meet-
ing was opened with prayer. After all had
parteken of the refreshments so plentifully pro-
vided, several speeches were delivered upon
missionary and other subjects, and the meeting
was closed with the benediction. The amount
realized was about $50.

On the Lower Canada side of the Ottawa,
and in the township of Mansfield, just whers
the Coulonge mingles its waters with the
“ Grand River,” there is a little settlement of
thirteen or fourteen families, almost wholly
Presbyterian. After toiling for the greater
part of a day over fifteen miles of fearful roads,
we redched the little school-house which was
to be our place of meeting there. Geo. Bryson,
Esq., presided, and it was evident that the
earnest appeal of the speakers were not in vain,
for more than 37 was collected at the close.
The Presbyterians of the Coulonge are warmly
attached to the church of their fathers, and
purpose, next summer, erecting a suitable edi-
fice in which to worship God.

A drive of twenty-five miles in a southerly
direction will bring you to Portage-du-Fort, a
village of about 750 inhabitants. It is situated
upon the shores of the Ottawa, in the south-
west corner of the township of Litchfield, and
only a little below the Calumet Island. Pres-
byterianism is rather poorly represented im the
village, but there are many true friends of the
chureh in the adjacent country. The late Mr.
Lindsay was the first pastor of this mission in
conpection with the “Auld Kirk,” and be left
it in a flourishing condition. Two neat frame
churches have been erected in the different sec-
tions of the township, and both are nearly free
of debt. The adjoining township of Clarendon
is tbe best settled portion of Pontiac. Here
Episcopacy reigns, and its adherents number
about one-half of the entire population of the
township. A school-house in that scattered
village called Clarendon Centre, was our place
of meeting. Oaly two of the depntation arrived,
but they were amply sufficient for the number
of the audience. The wants of our church
were urged with force and earnestness, and the
cellection taken up at the close was probably
a3 large, in proportion to the ability of the peo-
ple, as in any of the other stations visited.

Cur concluding meeting, held in Upper
Litchfield, was a combination of the missionary
meeting and the soiree. But by this time the
roads had become almost impassable, and only
a very small proportion of the friends of the
church were able to attend. D. Carmicbael,
Esq., presided, and the audience were enter-
teined for about an hour and a balf by lively
speeches, and sweet sinyging frow .he choir. It
is to be hoped that fortunce will smile more
propitiously upon the future efforts of the good
people of Upper Litchfield.

And so we cnded our first attempt at holding
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missionary meetinga in the Presbytery of Ren-
frew. Let us hope ‘hat they will have the
¢ffect of awakening, both in the ministers and
in the people, & warmer interest in theadvance
of Christ's kingdom in the earth. In many
of the townships of Renfrew Presbyterians may
be found in greater or less proportion, but their
spiritual wants are very inadequately supplied.
Much work may be done for Christ in those
destitute localities. Let us seck to obtain
deeper views of the value of religious truth,
and a warmer anxiety to be instrumental in
communicating to others those spiritual privi-
leges which we enjoy. M.

Sr. Axprew's Cnurcs, BELLEVILLE.—The
annual Missionary Meeting of St. Andrew’s
Church, Belleville, was keld on the lst of
March. Alfred Campbell, Esq., having been
called to the chair, the Rev. )r. Buchan opened
with prayer, after which addresses swere de-
livered by Principal Snodgrass and Professor
Mowat, of Queen’s College, and the Rev.
Messrs. McCaul, Climie, Inglis, McLaren, and
Bell. Tbe speaking, as might have been ex-
pected from those who took part in it, was ofa
high order, and was evidently appreciated by
the large and intelligent audience assembled on
the occasion. At intervals, also, the Choir,
under the leadership of Mr. CGrme, executed
several pieces of music, which enhanced much
the interest of the proceedings. Besides the
congregation, there was present a considerable
number of persons from otherProtestant denom-
inations of the town. Notwitbstanding the
hard times, the collections and subscriptions to-
gether amounted to about $100, which sum, we
understand, is to be divided amongst the Home
Mission, French Mission, and Bursary Schemes,
of the Kirk. At the close, the Pastor, Rev.
A. Walker, warmly thanked the audience for
their liberal contributions, and the clergymen
who had assisted him for their able and spirit-
stirring addresses. Altogether the meeting
was one of the most interesting and successful
of the kind yet held in St. Andrew’s Church.

InpteTION AT DyrEAM, ORMsSTOWN.~The Rev.
W. C. Clarke, late minister of Middleville,
Presbytery of Perth, C. W, was on Saturday,
the 15th April, inducted as minister of Orms-
town by the Reverend the Presbytery of Mon-
treal. The induction services were ably and
appropriately conducted by the Rev. Alexan-
der Wallace of Huntingdon, assisted by the
Revds. James Patterson of Hummingford, and
James T. Paul of St. Louis de Gonzague. This
settlement has been one of the most unanimous,
harmonious and agreeable we have seen, and
1t is not too much to expect the best of results
to follow. This coagregation has long been
presided over by the late respected Rev. James
Anderson, and afterwards by the Rev. James
Seiveright, who has left as a monument of his
untiring zeal and epergy an clegant Manse,
which reflects credit on him and the highest
praise on the'congregation who contributed the
necessary funds.  Mr. Clarke enters upon his
larfe and important field of labour with the
prayers and best wishes of his people, and the
Presbytery. May his influence long be exer-
cised for good in his congregation and neigh-

|
|
|
|
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bourhood, and may his people abundantly enjoy
the hlessings of the Gospel of peace. At the
conclusion of the services on the last Sabbath
he preaclhed there, Mr. Clarke was presented
witb an address from the Congregation of Dal-
housie, who, in the most affectionate terms, ex-
pressed their regret at his leaving and prayers
for his future welfare, and was signed by the
Session and Trustees on behalf of the Congre-
gation.

MareRAM.—Presentation to Rev. J. Gordon,
M.A4—0On Wednesday the 22nd March, a dep-
utation waited upon the Rev. Mr. Gordon, at
the Manse, and presented him with a set of
first-class silver-mounted harness and whip.
The articles were from the shop of J. T. Car-
naghan, harness-raker, of this village. The
friends of the rev. gentleman who contributed
to the purchase of this bandsome present, did
no more than their duty to their excellent pas-
tor, as he is indeed deservingof greater reward
for his assiduous labours. An exceedingly af-
fectionate address, signed by the committee,
wes read at the presentation, and replied to in
suitable terms by the Rev. Mr. Gordon.

UNIvVERSITY INTELLIGENCEK.— Graduation in
Medicine.— A meeting of Sonvocation of Queen’s
University was held in the Convocation Hall,
for the purpose of conferring degrees upon
those students who had completed their curri-
culum and passed the customary writien and
oral examinations established by the Medical
Faculty and Senate of the University. The
Hall was very much thronged, perhaps never
more so, for the fine spring day favoured the
turn-cut of the fair sex in their most brilliant
attire, so that the scene was of a very animated
description. The Rev. Dr. Snodgrass, Principal,
and the Professors and Examiners, entered in
a body (the students standing) and took their
seats on the platform. The Principal enteriag
his rostrum, and having opened proceedings
with, prayer, the Registrar (Prof. Murray) read
the minutes of the last meeting of Convecation
and the report of the Senate recommending the
different gentlemen for the degree of M.D.
The minutes and report were adopted, and the
remommendations therein contained were for-
mally carried. The Registrar next proceeded
to administer the Sponsio Academica to the
intending graduates, which was repeated simul-
taneously in Latin. ’

The ceremony of laureation came next in
order. The Principal and the Dean of the

Medical Faculty (Dr. H. Yates) came forward

to the front of the dais. Each graduate was
called up in alphabetical order by the Dean, and
addressed in a Latin formula, after which the
Principal conferred the rights, privileges, and
immunities of the degree of Du. ¢ of Medicine
upon him.

The following gentlemen received the degree
of M.D. in order:

John Agnew, R.A, Kiugston; Alexander
Bell, Perth; John Bigham, Orono; Surgecon
Major Bowen, Rifle Brigade; George Deans,
Trenton, (not present) ; Thomas T. C. Harrison,
Selkick, (not present) ; David Beggie, Bramp-
ton; Alfred J. Borsey, Kiogston; Edwin H.
Kertland, Wolfe Island ; John Massie, Seymour ;
Alexander McLarin, Williamstown; James B.
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Mordon, Bloomfleld; James Neish, Kingston ;
Richard A, Reove, B.A., Toronto; Thomas B.

'l‘mcr, Kingston ; William J. Weeks, Lya.
Jobn Bell, B.A,, nlso passed the necessary
examinations, and will receive the degree on
regching the requirod age of 21 years.

It wag anhounced that the folowing gentle-
men had pagsed in tho subject of the Primary
Examinatlon,

Alfred Armetrong, Kingston ; William Beat-
tie, Kingaton § Joseph Oampbell, Perth ; Charles
Lake, Murvale ; Jamoes Sommetville, Kingston.

The Principnl then addressed the graduates.

He congratulated them on having completed
their studies, aud attained, in the department
10 which they hand devoted themselves, the
highest honours tho College could bestow. It
wag fortunnto tbat, on the first occasion on
which he had to perform the duty, be had the
unanimous and ropented assurance of the Pro-
fessors as to their diligentapplication, and that
he could testify how well they had acquitted
themeelvos nt the prescribed examination.
They went forward fully accredited to the pro-
fesslon they had ombraced, and leaving behind
them & réeputation which must stimulate their
succossor 1o follow their example. The step
they wore tuling that day was viewed in two
aspects § the tnore thoughtless regarded it as
one which roleased them from the task work
of o studont's life, and that all that remained
was 0 apply tho principles which they bad
been taught. IHe did not believe, from their
past oarger, that this would be their view of it.
80 true was i that the profegsional man should
be the student, that it depended on whether he
wa3 80 of not, if he should rise to eminence in
his profession, or bo employed merely because
he wag noarost at band or cheapest. When-
ever & profusslonnl man ceased to be a student,
ho from that moment was qualifying himself to
degrade and dishonour his profession. There
is atill & path of progress, for great and rapid
a8 hay beon tho advancement, and wonderful as
wero the discoveries which had been miade,
therg f'et remainod more astonishing revelations
awaiting thelr offorts to unfold them. He
counsolied thom by all the blessings which
they could bestow on mankind, to make their
profession thelr kingdom, striving in the fear
of God, to make themselves not merely subjects
in, but rulors over it. Everything necessary
for thelr comfort would follow from such a
course, and whatover cause others might have
to complaln of disappointment, they would
have nono, 1o then affectionately bade them
fareweoll, praying that God would be their kind
protector, and eoxhorting them to remember
woll thelr alme mater, and to neglect no op-
portunity of furthering her interests.

Dr. Resvo dolivered a valedictory, first con-
gratulating tho Principal on his having, in so
suort A timo, won for himself the confidence
and ostoom of nll who had been brought into
communiocation with him. He thenked the
Professors for their assiduous teachings, and
paid & high tribute to Queen’s College, as a
school of modioine. ., He next in hopeful term
addressod his follows, and concluded with
n peroration which drew forth the warmest
applauso.
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Professor Fowler delivered the customary
farewell address, in which heé pointed out the
importance of training the mind and the pro-
per means of so doing. He urged them to the
foimation of habits of thought and labour, and
shewed that a cultivation of other branches of
science were helps and not hindrances to ad-
vancement in their profession. He earnestly
entreated them to remember the oath of secrecy
a8 to what came under their notice in their
professional capacity, since many things are
brought to the knowledge of & physician which
it would cause pain, and mighteven bring ruin
if divulged, upon those who had placed con-
fidence in them. He rejoiced to think that few
charges of this nature could be brought against
their profession. He trusted they would all
look back to the period spent there, as a pro-
fitable and pleasing one. Many instinctively
throw their minds back on the past. Happy is
he who can look back and smile.

A prize of $50 offered by Mr. John Carruthers,
for the best essay on the sources and uses of
Petroleum and other Eydro-carbon oils, with
observations on the best modes of obtaining
and transporting them, special reference being
had to Canada—open for competition to alt
matriculated students of the University in the
session 1865-66. Also from another guarter, &
prize of $30 for the best essay on Metastasis,
considered in relation to the rheumatism,
py®misa, and cancer—open to all matriculated
medical students of the University in the .
session 1865-66. The essays are to be given
in to the Registrar not later than the first Moa-
day of November next, authors’ names to be
given in sealed envelopes attached to their
respective essays. The Principal expressed
the hope that at the Convocation a{ the close
of the session, some additional prizes of the
same kind would be offered for competition in
the Facuities of Arts and Theology.

After the benediction by the Principal, the
meeting separated.

Medical Faculty~It is proposed to open
classes next month in the following branches:
Theory and Practice of Medicine, Materia Med-
ica, Obstetrics, Surgery and Surgical Anatomy,
Institutes of Medicine and Functional Anatomy.
The classes will be taught by the Professors of
these departments. The design is to afford stu-
dents of Medicine an oprortunity of acquiring
8 more thorough knowledge of the most impor-
tant branches of the profession, and to prepare
junior Students for the ensuing winter Session.
Chemistry will be embraced in the lectures on
Materia Medica. The Session, which will not
count in the regular Uriversity course, will
begin on 15th of this month and close on 12th
August. The class fees are $6 each ; and board-
ing can be obtained, according to the circular
sent us, at from $2 to $3 a week.

New Scholarships.—Arrangements are now so
far completed that we consider owurselves safe
in announcing the institution of thres new
Scholarships to be competed for this year either
at the close of the present Session or the begin-
ning of next—namely a Trustees’ Scholarsbip,
& Faculty Scholarship, and a St. Andrews
Church (Kingston) Scholarship, in addition to
the one founded some years ago by the ladies of
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that Church. The two first itis proposed to make
open to Students in Arts. The annual value is
-expected to by between $50 and $70 each.
There is some hope of a Graduates’ Scholarship
also, and one or two others are indicated. This
is cheering intelligence, and will no doubt have
the effect of encouraging intending students.

Donadions to the Library.—George Stephen,
Esq., Montreal, The British Essaysists in 38
vols., elegantly bound in helf calf extra, (Lit-
tle, Brown & Co’s Edition) ; Mrs. Machar, 15
vols ; Professor Fowler, 1 vol.; Rev. W. M,
Inglis, Kingston, 1 vol.

SPECIKENS PRESENTED TO THE MUSEUM OF
QueeN’s UNIVERSITY, AND NOT FPREVIOUSLY
ACKNOWLEDGED.

1. From the Rev. Dr. Snodgrass.—Specimen
of copper pyrites and calcspar from Acton
Vale.

2. From the same.—Two coins, one of them

i
i
i
1
v
i

from Syria, and bearing a very interesting !

kistory.
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3. From the Rev. Dr. Williamson.—A
beautiful specimen of quartz and gold from
Nova Scotia.

4. From the same.—A slab of splendid
crystal of ametbyst from the Kaministiquia
River, Lake Superior.

5. From Mr. Peter "cLaren.—One coin.

6. From Mr. George Bell, jun., Clifton.—
One coin. :

7. From “ & friend.”—Three coins..

8. From Mrs. Bell, Kingston.—Six coins.

9. From Mr. John Macdonnell.—One coin.

10. From Dr. J. Bell.—Three rifle bullets,
extracted by him from the bodies of American
soldiers.

11. From Mr. W. J. Muckleston, Kingston.
~—The sword of a large Xiphias (sword-iish).

12. From Mr. Allan McPherson.—One coin.

13. From W. S. M. D'Urban, Esq., Exeter.—

Specimens of shells from Devonshire.
ROBERT BELL,

Avpril 15th. 1865 Queen's University,
pril 1oth, 5.

@orrespondence.

AGENCY'FOR THE CHURCH.
To the Edator.

Sir,—As the Synod meeting is approaching,
and you are in doubt, as usual, thinking what
you should say in your columns as to matters
that are likely to come up, I trust you will re-
member, among others, the question of general
agency for the Church. This subject was
handled in & practical manner by your corres-
pondent “ Hazeldeen,” in the August number
of your periodical. I refer yourself and your
readers to his remarks, His proposals, it appears
to me, are in & shape which disarms &ll objec-
tors except those who seek no prouder position
for the Church than that of Stand-still, and
whose motto is ¢ Lef things be as they are.”
On the other band, if it be true that the
character of o cburch as flourishing or lan-
guishing may be tested by the condition of her
general schemes, no one who has the interests
of our Zion at heart can view with satisfaction
the present aspect of affairs. As in a congre-
gation things invariably prosper when some
wise and hearty Christian so proves himself—
it may be without any effort on his part, but
purely by the native excellence of his character

and manifestation for business—to be worthy
of general confidence, as that by common con-
sent he takes the lead ; in like manner we may
expect the Church at large to move on in a
prosperous career when one or more of her
most judicious members are selected to devote
their attention to the management of her affairs,
Let the experiment of a paid, responsible, and
industrious agency be tried ; and what may
hinder the Church of Canada in connection
with the Church of Scotland from showing the
buoyancy of spirit which other churches that
have adopted the system derive from the
immense success attending its operations? A
few years ago this subject was introduced to
the Synod, but it met with a very indifferent
reception. Things were well enough then, and
by natural consequence are no better now. I
think there is reason to believe that there is &t
present 8 very favourable opportunity for re-
newing the attempt to get a successful con-
sideration of the proposal, and I therefore sug-
gest to Presbyteries the propriety of sending
up overtures expressive of their views.
Yours respectfully,

ZIONOPHILUS.
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Articles Gommunicated.,

LIFE OF THE APOSTLE PATUL.

PART X.
N3 )
:;23\, Ji’,é}'g IHOUGH there had been
W;:é\s Oy no formal trial, the Apostle

::

: %:é; seems to have been aware
‘ that the judgment of the
provincial governor was favour-
able to him, (Acts, xviii. 18,) but
various motives may have urged
him to appeal to Cwesar, and
after a while arrangements were
made to send him, and certain other pris-
oners, under the charge of one Julius, 2
centurion, to Rome. In company with
the Apostle on this voyage, were two
Christians, with whose pames we are
familiar, Aristarchus, the Thessalonian,
who was his compcnion on his third mis-
siopary journey, and with Gaius was seized
in the tumult at Ephesus, and as probably
now a fellow prisoner, as we know that he
afterwards shared his captivity at Rome,
(Col. iv. 10), and Luke, whom we have
learnt so closely to asscciate with Paul,
and who had no doubt been his constant
companion since his arrival in Jerusalem,
and to ~hom as an eye witness we are in-
debted for the minutely detailed narrative
of this voyage.

The vessel in which they sailed was a
coasting vessel, belonging to Adramyttium,
a part of Mysia, opposite Mytilene, and en-
joying a large portion of the trade of the
Levant. The object in embarking on this
vessel was the hope of meeting, in one of
the ports at which she touched, a ship
westward bound, possibly some one of the
Alexandrian corn ships, which not uafre-
quently visited the ports in that neigh-
bourhood.

The day after leaving Ceesarea, they
touched at Sidon, and Julius beg=t: a course
of kindly and courteous treatment, per-
mitting the Apostle to visit his friends on
shore. On patting to sca from Sidon, the
usual coursec was to the southward of
Cyprus; but at that season, late in the
summer, westerly winds very generally pre-
vailed, and as they now experienced these,
they were obliged to tack to the north of
the island. From Cyprus they coasted
along Cilicia aud Pamphylia, and reached
Myrain Lycia. Inthis Lycian harbour
the cxpectation of the centurion was ful-
filled, for he found there s ship of Alex-

: dackness.”

andria about to sail for Italy, and to which
the voyagers were transferred. In this
vessel, keeping into the shore, they beat
slowly to windward, till they reached
Coydus. From this port they turned the
ship’s head to Crete, hoping to run for
some distance under the lee side of that
island ; in this way they reached Cape
Matala, and the barbour of Fair Havens
The season was wearing on, the feast of
expiation, corresponding to the time of the
Autumnzl equinox, was already past, and
the navigation in this tempestucus sea was
becoming dangerous. St. Paul, therefore,
urged that they should winter where they
were, but the master and owner of the ship
refused his advice, and, trusting to their
own judgment, resolved on making for
Phenice, a more commodious harbour, on
the west of the island. The wind having
veered to the south, promised a tavourable
opportunity of carrying out their purpose :
but as they put to sea, a violent gale rose
from the north. Later writers describe
similar storms 2s coming dewn in a sue-
cession of squalls from Mount Ida, and
forcing the vessel into the open sea. Now
they were obliged to sail before the gale,
and were driven toward the small island of
Claunda, where for 2 little they took advan-
tage of calm water to haul on board their
bozt, and to undergird or strap the ship.
There was now apprehension lest they
should be driven upon the sandy Syrtis of
the African coast; they therefore lowered
all the sails, and keeping the ship’s head
well to windward, they allowed her to drift,
apparently under bare poles. The storm
still continued, and very possibly the
vessel hed sprung a leak, for the next day
they threw overboard the cargo, and on the
third the loosc farniture and tackling. For
many days clouds prevented any observa-
tion of the heanvenly bodies, and the de-
pression of those on board would beincreased
by the abstinence to which, in the stress of
weather, they scem to have been compelied ;
but when despair was scttling down upon
the minds of all, there arose “light in the
For no doubt, in answer to
prayer, a vision was vouchsafed by might

' to the Apostle, with a promise of safety to
. all on board, though the ship would be lost.

and he communicated the happy assurance
to his compunions. who would be cheered.
and nerved to the toil and difficulty yet
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before them. For fourteen days they bad | name indeed is scarcely sufficient of itself
been tossing in the sea of Adria, between | to identify it with Malta, yet there is no
Crete and Malta, when, at the close of the | doubt but that it was that island, and even

fourteenth day, about midnight, the sailors
perceived that they were drifting in the
neighbourhood of land : probably the noise
of breakers struck on their experienced
cars even at a long distance, and their
. P .
suspicions were confirmed by the soundings.
The sca was rapidly shoaling, and there
was the utmost danger of the vessel striking
and going to picces. Four anchors were
immediately cast out of the stern, in order
that the vessel might not swing forward on
the rocks; and they anxiously awaited the
break of day. During this period of sus-
pense, some “of the sailors, under pretence
of casting anchors out of the foreship, but
really for the purpose of saving their own
lives, though at the greater risk to the pas-
sengers, had let the boat into the sea. Paul
penetrated their design, and said to the

I
!

centurion and soldiers, ¢ except thesc abide !
in the ship ye cannot be saved;” and the .

solciers cutting the ropes, and letting the
boat drop, prefented the carrying out of
the intention. With his characteristic
calmness, the Apostle now encouraged the
whole company, which amounted, as we are
now told, to two hundred and seveaty-six

persons, assuring them that their lives |

would be preserved, and exhorted them, |
after their long abstinence of fourteen days, |

to take a hearty meal, and himself set the
example, having first given thanks to God
in the presence of all.
pared themselves for the labour which
might yet wait them they further lightened
the ship.

When drybreak revealed the land, they
did not reccgnize it, but they observed a
small bay or creck with 2
where they might run the ship ashore.
They now cut the, anchors, loosed the
rudder bands, hoisted the mainsall, and
made for the shore, and, at ““ a place where
two seas met, they stranded the ship at
the bow.
the stern, but the means of cscape was
epen, and all reached the land.

The rigour of Roman discipline visited
the cscape of a prisoner upon the keeper
1n whose custody he was; and the soldiers
on this oceasion, dreading the danger,
should any cscape, proposed to the cen-
turion to kill the prisoners, but the humane
Julius at once silenced the proposition.

When they had reached the shore they

Having thus pre-

smooth beach .

The action of the sea broke up '

the very point of the stranding is made
out with great probability. The inhab-
itants of the island received the shipwrecked
voyagers with much kindness, and imme-
diately kindled a fire to warm them,
drenched and shivering with the cold. The
Apostle was assisting to gather sticks and
lay them on the fire, when a viper came
out of the heat and fustened on his hand:
and as the natives saw the creature hang-
ing from his hand, they believed him
poisoned by the bite, and concluded that
he was a murderer, whom, though he had
escaped from the sea, vengeance was still
pursuing t¢ death; but when they saw
that he suffered no harm, their feelings
changed, and they said that he was a god.
Publius, the chief man of the island received
and lodged them courteously for three days.
Paul healed the father of Publius, who was
sick, and also wrought other miracles on
the island.

After a stay of three months at Maita,
the voyagers were again enabled to take
shipping for Italy in another Alexandrian

. coroship. They touched at Syracuse, where

they remained for three days, and thea at
Rhegium, und from thence, with a favour-
able south wind, they nest day came
to Puteoli.  Puteoli was the Liverpool of
Italy, and vied in commerce with Ostia,
which was peculiarly the port of Rome.
Here Paul found ¢ brethren,” who besought
him to stay with them seven days and
through the kindness of Julius he was able
to comply with their request. Daring
this stay of seven days, news was carried
to Rome of the Apostle’s arrival, and the
Christians of the capital sent some of their
number, who met him on the Appian way
at Appii Forum, and the three taverns,
“ whom when Paul saw, he thanked God,
and took courage.”

On their armival at Rome, thé centurion
delivered up the prisoners to the proper
custody of the Pretorian Prefect, who,
though he could not relieve Paul from
being claimed by the keeper, vet granted
him the fullest possible indulgence, and
permitted him to dwell separate from the
other prisoners, and where he was able “ to

. preach the Gospel te them that were at

ascertained that the island on which they

were wrecked was Melita ; and though the

Rome also.” and “to the Jew first.” TFor
after three days he called together the chief
of the Jews, and explained to them that
he had been brought to Rome to answer
charges made against him by the Jews of
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Palestine, of which he was wholly guiltless;
and he desired 4 be considered as neither
disloyal to the law, nor hostile to his fellow-

countrymen, He lewrned, in reply, that

they hud nof regstved any accounts of the
watter, or had hegrd anything to his pre-
Jjudice; but gs the sect of which he had
been 2 member hisd besn spoken against,
they expressed s willingness to hear what
he had t0 s2y, €t & day appointed, he ex-
pounded unts g mumber his belief,
“and testified #he kingdom of God, per-
suading them emestring Jesus, both out of

the law of Momey, s out of the prophets, !

from morning il evening. But at Roae,
as elsewhere, the Fevsption of his message
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| to the heart of the Gentile world; and at
" length the wish of many years was accom--
! plished—the Apostle was in Rome.
,  But though the narrative of the Acts
. here closes, we do not wholly lose sight of the
| Apostle, but may gather what light we can
" from the Epistles written from Roman im-
i prisonment :—to Philemon, to the Collos-
sians, to the Ephesians, and to the Philip-
| plans; or still later, those to Timothy and
| Titus, and the earliest authorities in Church
 history, whose statements, however, are not
+ to be received without an ezercise of crit-
' ical judgment.
! In order to gain an acquaintance with
| Paul's thoughts and feelings during the

W8S not favoursbls, The Jews here, too, | period of his imprisonment, as well as with
were “ sloy of bem:t to believe,” and he ! his labours in the Roman capital, and his
therefore tyrned sgniti to the Gentiles; and | suceess even among the members of the Im-
dwelling * 190 whols years in his own | perial houschold, and know who were his
hlr&dh!ww, ;i}ifmvg f}] tdhat c?née 1dn con(lipanions in]bonds, we must caregllly
unto mm, preseing the kingdom of God, | study the epistles. Aristarchus and Epe-
and teac!;ii);g thoss %bings which concerned | pbra)s appe:u? to have been fellow-prisonei;
the Lord Jesus Cliist, with all confidence, | while Mark, Luke, Demas, Tychicus, and
no man forhidding Him.” . the runaway slave of Philemon, Onesitous,
A ’ﬁhﬁ: are :i;e 12;& ;ords ]o:" ]the Acts. ! arevfeveiimlly mentioned as friends at Rome.

nd ihe narreivs ¢ early planting of e do ot know when the appeal was
the Christien Chtireh terminates with the | heard, and the trial proceeded with; but,
éggﬁtﬂd;% ;::Mpﬁf qgﬂ;i?b %htz ctg)nta})gf th§ ; Ehen the Agosi}le wrt;ltedto t}:hc Philippians,

rentil ; s Jeft to other Church ! he appears to have had the prospeet of a
historiaps {0 i'nﬂ‘k tho further development : near release, and expresséd the hope that
of the Chureh, ##id to trace the progress of | he may be enabled shortly again to visit
the revolution of religions opinions, till | them (Phil. i, 26; and 13, 24). It is now

Christienity bogatus the declared religion
of the Paluce gnd of the Empire.

Peter hed fousided the Church; and
though by bim the door had first been
opered to the Gentiles, still he clang too
fondly tc the treditions of the past, to be-
come the Apastls to the Gentiles. His
attachment 1o Jewish institutions and
forms sffected his snpnshension of the Gos-
pel, 2pd prevented hitn, in some measure,
fronu recognising fts freedom and its uni-
vorsal sppicshility. He looked npon it
from 3 polst of view thoroughly Jewish,
and seews 9 heves had difficulty in divest-
ing himsdf of the fdea that Christienity
was but 8o extepded Judaism. St Paul
was of 8 cherssler essentially different;
when he wes converisd and called o the
Apostleship, b &4, etios perecived that no
restrictions %ers 1o bs 1aid as a yoke upon
the spirit of Christisrdiy, but that its very
power and excilaws Isy fn ita folness and
freepess,
was & continued omitest, not really so much
with Pagenism, or #ith Gnosticism, as with
Judeisw ; snd b is ever pressing forward
further from tis botne of Judaism, ncarer

¥rom Sret to last his mission |

i very generally understood, and it is a sub-
- ject about which the ancient Church scems
* to have had no doubt, that he was liberated
: possibly at the close of the two years men-
: tioned by Luke.

. On his release, he probably directed his
. mission further west to Spain; but the
. statement that he visited Great Britain,

{ may be rejected at once, though the con-

; troversy has been revived in the present
‘ day. If we receive the epistles to Timothy

} and Titus as belonging to a period subse-

i quent to the first imprisonment, a point
upon which the highest English and Ger-

¢ man eriticism is now agreed, the Apostle

! must have again visited Greece, Macedonia,
" and Asia Minor. He spent some time at
{ Ephesus (2 Tim.1.18); hewent to Crete;
i and left Titus to organize the Church thero
+ (Titus i, 3); he passed a winter at one of
the places named Micopolis; he travelled by
Miletus, Troas, and Corinth (2 Tim. iv,
12 and 20), and he is again a prisoger 1n
Rome, “ suffering unto bonds 2s an ewil
doer (2 Tim. ii, 9), and expecting shortly
to be put to death (2 Tim. iv, 6). Heis
loncly, having no companion but Luke;

'
i
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and is anxious that Timothy should come
at once from Ephesus, and bring Mark
with him (2 Tim. i, 15; and iv, 9-16).

The testimony of ccclesiastical antiquity
then steps in, and assures us that Paul was
beheaded at Rome, suffering on the same
day, or about the same time, with the Apos-
tle Peter; and while the remains of Peter
are said to repose under the great dome of
St. Peter's, the church of San Paclo, without
the gates, on the Ostian way, according to
the same legend, covers the grave of St.
Paul.

Thus suffered the Apostle to the Gentiles,
sealing by his death that word of truth
which he had been “instant in season and
out of season” to preach. He who had
been ‘ apprehended by Christ,” and “ sep-
arate to the Gospel,” who had “lived by
the faith of the Son of God,” who had “la-
boured more abundantly ” than any of his
colleazues, through the grace of God which
was given him, was now enabled to fill up
“ that which was behiad of the afflictions
of Christ in his flesh for his body’s sake,”
to enter into “the fellowship of his suffer-
ings,” being made conformable unto his
death.”

All the sources of information regarding
the personal appearance of the Apostle,
agree in representing him as of short stat-
ure, having a long face, high forehead,
close and prominent eyebrows, grey eyes, a
clear complexion, end winning expression,
and as bald.  His temperament and char-
acter are best learned from his recorded
speeches and his epistles. He was evi-
dently marked by a warm and ardent
nature, was courieous, dignified, and aft
fectionate; he had clear, practical wisdom,
and deep penetration ; he was quick to dis-
cern, and fenacious of his convictions, yet
free from intolerance ; he was perfectly fear-
less; and was endued with untiring energy,
and heroic endurance. His epistles, thongh
foll of the present, and eminentiy calcu-
lated, in their lifelike, vigorous style, to
cnable us to reslize the conflicts of the
Churchesof that day, must ever remain the
follest expression of the Christian faith,
and Christian life, and a rich storchouse of
comfort to thousands of humble believers.

L Orignal, April Sth, 1865.

In many instances, even in this life, while
our epprehensions are so groes, we see the ten-
dency of physical evil to produce moral good ;

and when another life shall enlarge our miands, *
we shall be fully convinced that we never ex- ¢

perienced evea the most trivial pain, which God
did not design for the good of mea.
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SONGS OF PRAISE.
No. 4.

7, r:_..}} always great, bids fair to
% ‘:(gj) increase as the value of a hymn
-g"
S A
19
3

{3
& becomes more widely felt and ac-
RIMN® knowledged. He was the first o
{, cxpress in English verse the de-
vout sentiments of the Reformed
Cliurch, in a spirit entirely free from narrow
mindedness, so tbat we could not tell from
these writings to what section of the church
the author belonged, and in a form as well
as with a copiousness suited to the wants
of the people. His various publications were
received with the greatest avidity, and his
spirited lines sunk deep into pious hearts
where they afforded the utmost gratifieation-
The interest in these favourite bymns is still
maintained. There are other writers, it is true,
now in the field, other stars shiming brightly
in the same firmament; but there has been no
eclipse of Watts' usefulness or fame, and his
words are still fresh and green in the hearts of
multitades of people. There are few collections
of bymns in use, which do nut draw largely
from Watts, and keeping saltogether out of
view those denominations which have adopted
bis Psalter and Hymn Book, thereis no modern
writer, whose strains arc more frequently sung
in the houmse of God. About twénty of the
General Assembly’s Parapbrases are taken
from him, and we have but to mention a few
of these to shew how largely the eollection is
indebted for its fine tone and spirit to this
writer ; and of these we give the first lines:

it As long as life its term extends.”

#'Twas op that night, when dnomed to know.”
¢ Ag when the Hebrew propbet raised ;”

“ I'm not ashamed to own my Lord.”

t Blest be the ceverlasting God.”

*t Behold the glories of the Lamb.”

| ¢ How bright these glorious spirits shinse,”

** Blest morning whose first dawning rays.”

Verses of this description can never die, 85 we
may know from our growing attachment o
them.

Watts was born in the year 1674, and his
father keeping an academy, enjoyed the benefit
of a good and early education. The promise be
manifested at school led some persons to
interest themeselves in sending him to the
Triversity; but he clung to the cause of
dissent, and ot an carly period entereé upon
public lifc as & Non-conformist minister. He

- was soon laid prostrate by a serious atiack of
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illneas, from which be slowly recovered, only
to be attacked a few years afterwards by a
fever, which completely shattered his consti-
tution, and rendered him an invalid for the
remainder of hisflife. It was fortunate for
him and the Christian world in these circum-
stances, that he was received into the house of
Sir Thomas Abney,where he spent the remainder
of his days, epjoying, for the long period of
thirty-six years, the hospitality of this comfort-
able and thoroughly Christian home. During
this period he continued his ministry, so far as
his health would permit; but having great
command of language and not requicing to
write his discourses, his pen was happily at
liberty for the general good. It is said that he
first took to the translating of the psalms stung
by & taunt from his father. He had been criti-
cising very freely, and condemning, as it
deserved to be, the translation of Sternhold
and Hopkins, then in universal use. The father
told him it was an casy matter to find fault,
let him try if he could do better. The son did
try, and embarked upon the difficult ang tedious
work, from which the cburch has so greatly
benefited.

Watts brought to the task an excellent snd
well trained capsacity equal to almost any kind
of intellectual labour. To this be added much
of the poet's nature, many of his verses
indicating & high degree of the poetic faculty.
He was an accurate scholar, and in his youth
wrote Latin verses with great facility, and
success. 1le possessed the power of rhyming,
need we say in & bigh degree, his thoughts
naturally teking this turn. He rhymed for
children, he translated the psaims, and in many
happy cffusions, bas considered almost every
variety of religious topic. Language, copious
and flowing, and somectimes elegant, gives
expression to noble thoughts. It is greatly to
be regretted that the style of Watts often sinks
to mere thyming, the careless mood taking
complete passession of him. Sowme poets, like
Campbell, bave written too little, and every
cffort of their mese has been slowlr and care-
fully claborated. Othersagain, like Watts, scem
to have had their pen always in their hand, and
to have written whether in the vein or not,
unmindful of the result.

In some of his finest .

hymns, when the spirit is admirable, we have to -

put ap with very faulty langnage.
Occasionally the genius of Watts takes a

flight, that scorns all obstacles of sense or ; .
| lies in the attempt to describe heavenly and

reason. Thus in the 54th hymn of Book 2.

The opening heavens around me shine.
With beams of sacred bliss;

" spiritual joys by the language of sense.
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While Jesus shews his heart i3 mine,
And whispers I am his,

My soul would leave this heavy clay,
At that transporting word ;

Run up with joy the shining way,
To embrace my dearest Lord.

And again, in the 79th hymn of the same

book ;—

With pitying eyes, the Prince of Peace
Bebeld our helpless grief;

He saw, and O amazing love,
He ran to our relief.

Down from the shining seats above,
With joyful baste he fled,

Entered the grave, in mortal flesh,
And dwelt amoag the dead.

In both these instances, the imagination
takes alibertythat we cannot, in calm judgment,
approve. ‘We cannot in good taste conceive
either the soul running up the milky way in its
ardour to embrace the Saviour, or the Saviour
running down with headlong speed, and enter-
ing the grave like a fugitive into a hiding
place. At times itis difficult to distinguish
between the sublime and the ridiculous; and
the highest efforts of the fancy, whils they are
feit to be beautiful, as they gleam from their
cloudy sphere, are frequently on the verge of
the improper or absurd. Watts closes one of
his finest and best known bymns with the
following lines :—

There shall I bathe my weary soul, ¢
In seas of endless rest;

And not a wave of trouble roll
Across my peaceful breest.

1 have no doubt that this verse would bs
quoted by some as one of the chief beauties of
Watts, and that it has been often sung to the
intense ecpjoyment .of the believer, giving
expression to his highest expectation. It is
meationed in this way, if 1 remember right, by
the American poct Bryant, in a magazine
article about two years ago. But the ides of
bathing the soul is & little too much for us, snd
though it undoubtedly conveys in a rich way
the sense of relief and rest, we are inclined to
regard it asan extravagance. Though dissociate
from the body, Waits seeme to endow the soul
in heaven with very material properties :—

There on & green and flowery mount,
Our weary souls shall sit;

And with transporting joys recoant
The lsbours of our feet.

The source of many mistakes of this kind
This

has to some extent, to be done, and Scripture
has sct vs the example.
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But it is difficult and dangerous ground for
the imagination, and where there i3 a want
of reverence, very distasteful. The most
offensive use of the imagination, perhaps, is
where the Saviour is contemplated with the eye
of human passion, and the language, which
men under the influence of the tender feeling
are in the habit of addressing to the persons
they love, is applied to the Son of God. It
would have been far better if such terms as
embrace had never been used of this sacred
intercourse. Such language is not agreeable,
even when employed ina connexion the very
forthest away from eartl’s erjoyment, as in
the following lines:

Jesus, the vision of thy face
Hath overpowering charms;

Scarce shall I feel death’s cold embrace,
If Cbrist be in my arms.

In forming 2 judgment as to the merits of Dr,
Wat.ws it is to be remembered that he was the
first to write in English verse, on many sub-
jects, and that he has written on almost every
topic comnected with religion. Succeeding
writers benefit from the experience of pioneers,
and are schooled by their fauits. The wide
range of topics also tries a writer. Certain
favorite suybjects kindle interest and evoke
talent. When an authotr confines himself to
these, and places himself before the public only
a8 he felt during the highest conceptions of kis
life, he enjoys a mighty advantage. It were
well, if all writers would treat the world in this
fashion, and come before it only in their best
style. We wonld bave fewer books, but s bet-
ter literature, and our admiration of genius and
worth would be more unqualified. Much as
we esteem Dr. Watts, ocur regard for him would
have been greater, had he written fewer lines,
and bestowed more care on the language of
his best hymns.

Hymn 58 in our collection may be mentioned
as an example of Dr. Watts’ in his best style:

When 1 sarvey the wondrous Cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

He is mors successfel upon the whole &s

a traopslator of the Psalms than as a hymn
writer, and many of the hymns by which he is
best I'nown are free translations of David. Who
that hec ever read them, can pass by the follow-
ing :

%0 God our help in ages past.” (35)

# 0O for a shout of sacred joy.”

# Jesus shall reign where'er the sun.” (72)

‘* Come sound his praise abroad.”
#* Joy to the world, the Lord is come.”
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“Sweet is the work my God, my King.” (12)
# Lord of the worlds above.” (22)

A fit companion to Dr. Watts in this and
other fields of useful literature was Dr. Philip
Doddridge, born some thirty years later, and
ever looking up to Watts with reverence and a
desire to follow where he led. It+was in answer
to the request of his venerable friend, and in
strict conformity with the plan furnished, that
he drew up his best work, The Rise and Pro-
gress of Religion in the Soul; and he followed
him also very closely in singing for the use of
God’s people. It was however for his own spe-
cial use in the pulpit, that most of his bymns
were written, and he would not consent to their
publication during his life. The bymn turned
upon the discourse przached, a mode of writ-
ing which would tead to give his verses great
variety and fulness of meaning, but has often
led to the introduction of thoughts, the connec-
tion of which with the whole hymn or its other
parts we are at a loss to perceive,while we have
the hymn witbout the discourse. Hence it is,
in some measure, that verses may so often be
dropped with adrantage.

Doddridge writes 1 a fine spirit, with a heart
overflowing with interest and love for the
things of God, and many of his hymns are dear
to the recollectior for the true and touching
expression they have given to spiritual feeling.
This is, after all, the bighest merit of a hymn.
But Doddridge, though possessing no claim to
the highest rank of sacred poets, has consid-
erable power both of feeling and expression,
and meany of his lines might be quoted as ex-
ceedingly bappy and successful. Four of the
Paraphrases belong to him, three of which are
in his best style, the second, thirty-ninth and
sixtieth. A few more of his hymns will be
found in our collection. Hymns 38, 124, i28,
163, 173, 179.

While the later years of Watts were passing
quietly away in the mansion of Lady Abney, and
Doddridge was busy at Northampton teaching,
preaching, and writing with great industry, a
new description of Christian labourer uppeared
on the field, and carried on the work of the
Lord with the greatest vigour and the most
wonderful results. The Wesleys commenced
their work in Oxford, and afterwards extended
their influence over ail England. A desperate
condition of metters requires a desperate
remedy. Loving the Church to which they be-
longed, and prizing the orders which they had
received from her, the brothers had no other
resource under the deep religions feeling they
experienced, than to go to the streots and high
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ways, and proclaim to all the Gospel of salva-
tion. Thegas were days, when piety was every-
where trampled upon, when evenin the church
itself under the sacred garb of the ministry,
there was scorn for those who dared to love
snd profess the truth. There is a happy
change now. Under God, let ug thank the
Wesleys and their companions for it, who
led the way in & religious movement, which is
still in its ramifications and fruits extending,
and which we trust will continue to extend,
until it shall be considered & shame and a re-
preach for any to belong to the church who do
not really love the Saviour, and are in earnest
about their salvation.

The brothers were admirably adapted for
their work, and by their labours accomplished
results, which remind us of the days of the
Apostles. From the time when God first led
them to bigh views of duty, while they were
still strangers to the grace which they
afterwards proclaimed with such powerful
effect, their pen and voice emulated each other
which would do most for God and his service.
In some respects John was more able apd use-
ful than his brother, and was the undoubted
head and controller of the great religious move-
ment of the Isst century, But what would this
movement have been without Charles, whoput
the song they needed into the mouths of the
simple and rude converts, in singing which they
strengthened their own hold of religious truth,
and spread on every gide of them the sacred in-
fluence they felt. Many of John Wesley’s
preachers were men of humble parts, and
meagre indeed must have been the spiritual in-
struction often presented to the people in their
discourses ; but Charles continued to pour out
his strains on every subject, and in the mest
powerful manuer, till there was in the hends of
the people 2 volume of song, which might not
unprofitably stand to them in the place of
hooks of divinity, and of the liturgy, which most
of them had forsaken.

Charles Wesley was a poet of no mean order,
and had the religious movement connected with
his name never taken piace, would doubtless
have attained considerable repute in the litera-
ture of his country. That movement enchained
his faculties, his time, his attention, his all; and
hence we have nothing from his pen but what
was virtually connected with it. His verse is
characterized by great.rhythmical power and
sweetness.  He writes easily, with great sim-
plicity and force. Ouec is perfectly amazed, in
reading bis life, at the capidity with which his
volumes of kymns were produced. At first, his
brother joined with him in the work, all the
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members of the Wesley family shewing poetical
aptitude; employing his pen especially in
translations from the German; and the first
volumes of hymns bear the names of John and
Charles Wesley. But the work soon passed to
the younger brother. Each year, as it went,
gave to the press one or more volumes, or
tracts, as he sometimes called his publications.
Hymns on God's everlasting love,~for times of
trouble,—on the Lord’s Supper,—for festivals
and special occasions,—for public thanksgiv-
ing,—for Christian friends,—occasioned by the
earvhquake—for days of fasting,—for lay
preachers,~—of intercession for all mankind,—
for funerslg,—on the expected invasion,~
for children. Axnd so onthe brave pen went,
for the list is by no means exhausted.

For the Wesleys there was no rest. If they
were laid aside from preaching, there was some-
thing else in hand of which the world soon had
the proof and the benefit. In the year 1761,
Charles was compelled from the state of his
health to discontinue preaching. In the fol-
lowing year he published his chief work, to
which he had evidently devoted his retirement,
entitled Short bymns on select passages of
Scripture. These were upwards of two thou-
sand in number, and contsin many of the best
hymns of Wesley. From this book many passed
into the collection, which is now in use by the
Wesleyan Societies.

Charles Wesley is entitled to the very fors-
most place as a bymn writer, and some of his
hymns cannot be surpassed. There is present,
indeed, in all his hymns, as there was in every
thing be said and did, the strong aggressive
gpirit which characterized the movement, and
which sought to drag as it were by violence
every person within its range. , There is also
the grave and unpsardonable faalt of self-anal-
ysis carried to an extent which interferes with
the contemplation of the great Being, for whose
glory our voices should be attuned in praise.
But allowing for these well known features,
shall we ventute to say defects of Methodism,
acd lamenting that we should be prevented by
& more sober and chastened style of thought
from employing many of these otherwise ex-
cellent songs, we must still do justice to the
ability and effort by which the Wesleysn
Church has been so enriched. The hymns of
Wesley are in perfect contrast to the doggerel,
which it became the fashion with certain com-
munities to employ and encourage. Chaste and
clegant in their language,and scholatly in their
tone, they were yet clear and full of simple
energy, so as to be perfectly suitsble to thorude
but enchained multitudes who first sang them
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in the open air. In the hymns of Watts and
Doddridge we are often pained by careless and
imperfect stanzas, and it is only in a few of
their best, where we are not under the necessity
of amending their language. From this care-
tessness, Wesley is entirely free. His pen might
run, but it ran with grace. His bymns were of-
ten long, and to adapt them for use in the sanc-
tuary there was great necessity for abridgment,
which was freely done by himself, and by his
brother after his death ; but his sweet and ele-
gant style is maintained throughout the longest
of his poems.

in the Synod’s collection the following
are from the pen of Charles Wesley, hymuns
11, 18, 46, 77, 80, 99, 103, 105, 126, 130, 132.
137, 141. One or two of these may be left out.
Hymns 105, and 132, may be mentioned as
examples of Charles Wesley in his best style :

“ (0 love divine, how sweet thou art.”
# Jesus, lover of my sounl.”

The bymn occupied so prominent a place in
Methodism, and the impression abroad was so
deep, that many persons were led to sing,
There was po barm in their singing. If a man
can find relief and advantage by expressing
himself in verse, there is no reason why he
should not do so. But it is one thing to sing
privately, or for a few sywpathizing friends,
and another to furnish psalmody for the church.
We must pass over-many writers whose verses
wwould be better out of the way. Two of Wes-
ley’s preachers deserve notice,—Joha Cennick
and Thomas Olivers.

Cennick was a good pious man, but deficient
in frmnpess of character, whom the Wesleys
employed as a teacher in their school at the
Kingswood collieries. He had recommended
himself particalarly to the notice of Charles
by some hymns, which he wrote. But he was
a source of great trouble tc the brothers.
Having been appointed to preachat Kingswood,
he gradually came round to the doctrines of
Calvinism, and preached in a way that was
most offensive to the founders of the new Ar-
minian sect. The Wesleys remonstrated in
vain. Cennick wrote to Whitefield, then in
Americs, to hasten home, and save the move-
ment in England. Dismissed at last by the
Wesleys he joined himself to Whitefield, but
afterwards passed over to the Moravians, and
was settled in Ireland. Some of his pieces are
very fair. The well known bymn, Lo! ke
comes with clouds descending, (Bymn 80), fami-
liar to English worshippers both of the cathe-
dral and the meeting house, is popularly as-
cribed to Qlivers, but it is in reality a cento, or
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hymn made up from, or composed by two
suthors, two verses having been taken from
C. Wesley, and theeremainder from Cennick.
Olivers, it is belicved, furnished the tune
(Helmsly); and had moreover & hymn on the
same subject, and of the same stanza, with one
of the verses, but not the first, begincing with
the same line, which naturally gave rise to
the mistake. Whether Olivers borrowed the
line from Wesley, or Wesley from Olivers, we
cennot tell, but it was probably the latter; for
Wesley never shrunk from making use of what
he greatly liked and admired, though in the
asbundance of his own thoughts and in the fer-
tility of his language he had no need. In his
short hymns on passages of Scripture he has
versified very closely in some instances, and
without any attempt at disguise; the comments
of Matthew Henry; and several passages of
Young’s Night Thoughts, of whick he was a
great admirer, he bas done into flowing verse
of his own, with every thought and iilustration
carefully given.

Olivers the Welsh cobbler, as he is sometimes
calledy was a man of more note than Cennick.
He took an active part in the controversy,
which sprung up in England on the publica-
tion of the famous minutes of the conference
at Bristol, containing several doubtful propo-
sitions in theology, in which 8o much warm and
acrimonious feeling was displayed by Jobhn
Wesley and his supporters on the one sgide,
and by the friends of Whitefield and Lady
Huntingdon on the other. Olivers is greatly
abused in several works of Lady Huntingdon's
friends, and during the controversy had many
hard names thrown at him. HIore illustrious
men than Olivers however do not come out of
this controversy with clean hands, as we shall
see. He was a great profligate in his youtb,
but was brought to repentance, like so many
otbers, under one of Whitefield’s thrilling dis-
courses. While a preacher, he gave himsgelf
diligently to study, and having considerable
ability, he soon became a strong writer. He
was afterwards translated to London, and en-
trusted with the honourable work of seeing the
publications of the Wesleys through the press.
He wasan excellent composer of music. He has
left behind him e few hymns, one of which has
been often pointed out as & model, and is pro-
nounced by several good judges to be the best
bymn in the English language. It is in three
parts, and the stanza is rather cumbrous and
unfamiliar, which militate against its use, but
the conception, language, and spirit are noble,
and the whole hymn majestic. (Hymn 153).
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The God of Abraham praiee,
Who reigus enthroned above;

Ancient of everlasting days,
And God of love.*

Jehovah, great I AM,
By ecarth and heaven confest;

I bow and bless the sacred Name
For ever blest.

The God of Abraham praise,
At whose supreme command
From earth I rige and seek the joys
At his right hand.
1 all on earth forsake,
1t’s wisdom, fame, and power;
And Him my only portion make,
My shield and tower, * * *

The fame of Olivers as a hymn writer has
erroneously rested on three hymns not unwor-
thy to be classed together, but only onc of
which belongs.to him. ¢ Guide me O thougreut
Jehovak (hymn 31) is by William Williams, as
we learn from Roundell Palmer’s Book of Praise ;
while * Lo, he comes with clouds descending”
must be attributed to Wesley and Ceanick.
Bat he has left & noble monument behind him
in “ The God of Abraham praise;” and a3 Watts
was pleased, in a spirit of modest self-deprecia-
tion, to say of Wesley's hymn * Wrestling
Jacob,” that it was worth all the. verses he
himself had written, so may we say of the soli-
tary hyma of Olivers, that it is worth the whole
collection of many authors.

We have been writing of one combatant in
the great controversy on the Bristol minutes.
There is another and more illusirious, to whom
we are indebted for some of our best hymnsg—
Dr. Augustus Toplady ; but we shall have tc
reserve our notice of him t¢ the next number.
It is pleasing to draw our stores of hymnology
from Calvinist and Arminian <2like, and to find
persons arrayed ngainsteach other in polemical
strife employing their best talents in singing
the praises of Jehovah.

PASSAGES FROM MY DIARY.

¢ A Soxpay 1x Pagis.”

HE centre of fashion,” and * the
heart of European civiliza-
tion,"—such are the proud
soubriguels with which this
magnificent, beautiful and attrac-
tive city is dignified. No one, I
suppose, i3 disposed to dispute its
right to the former title. How-
ever strange and arbitrary may be
its caprices in the realm of fashion, all classes
of society in Britain and America, at Jeast, are
only too willing to acknowledge their submis-
sion to its despotic and sometimes (shall we say
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} it?) tyrannical sway. But unless our ideas of
' civilization are exceedingly loose and vague, un-
less in our definition of this comprehensive term
we almost entirely overlook its grand centra’

and vitalising element—the life-giving and sus-
taining power of pure and undefiled religion—
we must proclaim the total inappropriater 2ss of
the latter high-sounding and pretentious epi-
thet. If, indeed, Paris be the fountain of the

life-blood of the European body politic, then
that body must be very weak and sickly. Its
beart is suffering from a fatal disease which is
gecretly and, perhaps not very slowly, effecting

4 its dreadiul work in a moral * degeneration,” or

a kind of spiritual * ossification.” The symp-
toms of this malady may be detected on any
day by a careful ¢ diagnosis,” but they mani-
fest themselves in wild and feverish pulsations
on the Sabbath day; and if they are not coun-

- teracted by the potent mfluence of a pure Gos-
pel morality, they will yet manifest themselves
in the frantic and delirious spasms of revolu-
tion.

Early in the morning we—a Swedish gentle-
man from Stockholm and myself,—set outand
proceeded along Rue St. Honoré and Rue de
Rivoli, on both of which all the shops with
scarcely an exception were open for the trans-
action of business. The cafés and saloons, too,
were open, and dazzled the eyes with their
profusion of gilding and decoration ; while the
neat, trim waiters with white neck-tie and
apron and richly perfumed bead smiled com-
placently at the passers by, as much as to say
d votre service. A few were sitting at the small
table-stands ranged along the front of these
luxurious establishments and were chatticg over
their coffee or wine. The streets presented &
remarkably clean and fresh appearance,streams
of clear, pure water were running down onm
both sides, and served to cool and purify the
atmosphere. We bad not gone far when &
shower of rain poured down in a perfect tor-
rent, and compelled us to seek shelter for a few
minutes in the entrance to the Court of a Aotel
or maunsion of one of the French noblesse. Two
1adies who took refuge in the same piace were
soon driven out by the impetuous stream which
rushed from the Court to the street. After the
rain ceased to fall we hastened to the Catvinist
Church, L’Oratoire, but on learning from the
beadle that the service was to be conducted 3t
French we went to the Cathedral of Notre
Dsme, a grand old Gothic structure of the
twelfth century. “Its front, from base to pin-
nacle,” is a ‘floral burst and laughter of
stone;” and its ¢ deepest windows, stained snd
traced, seem slow-flaming crimsoa fires.” Near
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the entrance was sested a cowled monk, one of
those upearthly looking men from whom you
ingtinctively shrink with a feeling of horror,
and whom “Monk Lewis” has portrayed with
such weird and gloomy, yet living colours. His
<ountenance was ashy pale; hiskeen, piercing
deeply sunk eyes gleamed with unnatural fire,
and seemed as ifabout tostart from their sockets.
He dipped his abominable brugh in the font con-
taining the ‘‘holy water,” and extended it
towards us that we might avail ourselves of the
blessing and protection which its use in mak-
ing the sign of the cross is aupposed to confer
upon the blind votaries of a superstitious reli-
gion. But we did not accept of his profferred
boon, and, no doubt, he lopked upon us as
heretics,  There he has sat from early dawn,
and will continue tosit until dewy eve, with all
the patience of a saint, ministering to the wants
of his co-religionists ; and the poor deluded be-
ing fancies that by his self.denying labour he
is atoning for bis sins, and w>rking out hiscwn
righteousness.

The congregation was made up almost al-
together from the lower classes.  Very few of
them were fashionably dressed, though all were
clad in neat orderly garments. And here I
cannot refrain from remarking the striking con-
irast, between the appearance of the poor in
Paris, and the poor in London, Glasgow, and
Edinburgh. While the latter appear crushed
by misery, broken-hearted and discontented,
and enveloped in sach a mass of £1th and rags,
rendering it impossible in some cases to ascertain
with certainty the colour or testure of the ori-
ginal garment; the former are contented and
happy looking, and are cleanly and nestly
attired. The latter bear about with them and
upon them the unmistakable evidences of po-
verty induced by interaperance, the former are
evidently burdened with an “ honest poverty.”
One could not fail to be impressed with the
deep, earnest, devotional spirit of these simple

* people, a3 down they knelt fog “ heaven’s grace
and boon.” Theimposing cerémonial, to them
so full of awe and mystery, was rendered more
impressive by the sumptiuous decorations and
gilding of the altar and archiepiscopal thrones,
the glitter of the rich and gorgeous priestly
vestments, the harmonious blending of sweet
voices with the notes of the deep toned organ,
=nd the odour of clouds of ¢ pious incense tak-
ing flight for heaven.” My companion, his
zeal overcoming his prudence, on hearing the
mysterious and indistinct muttering of the offi-
ciating priest, and secing the numerons genn-
flexions of the people, and their profound ado-
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with burning indignation : ¢ How long will ye
turn my glory into shame, saith the Lord of
Hosts ? How long shall the blind be permitted
to Jead the blind? God is a Spirit, and they
that worship Him must worship Him in Spirit
and in truth, Every other form of worship isa
lie and an offence to God.” Feazring lest he
should be understood by some of those near by,
and we should both suffer the consequences of
this rash ovtburst of feeling, I led him agide to ex-
amine some of the side chapels, and impressed
upon him the necessity of speaking with greater
caution,

The majority of the worshippers seen in the
churches of Paris, not only on Sunday but
also on week days, being women, tells its own
tale, and contradicts the commonly received
notion, that the inass of the people acknowledge
allegiarce to the successor of S.. Peter at
Rome. Ignorance bas been styled the motker
of devotion, and true enough it is that the
ignorant and iliiterate Parisian is the most de-
voted Koman Catholic. Very many of the
educated have become disgusted with the
palpable absurdities which the crafty priest-
hood have striven to impose upon them, and
have embraced Atheism or infidelity, or sowe
other wild system of belief. Their religious
sense, roused from i.s longand deep slumber
has revolted against the gross caricature of
doctrine and worship ; and the recoil in their
cas¢ has been from the one extreme of blind,
helpless, idiotic faith, to the other extreme of
no faith in any positive religious creed. Jesus,
the altogether lovely, the impersonation of the
true, the beautiful, and the good, has become
hateful in their eyes because of the monstrous
perversion of his simple and sublime teaching.

A great many in the metropolis, as well as
throughout the empire, are digciples of Voltaire,
‘ the poet, historian, and philosopher, who
elevated the hum..n spirit and taught it that it
ought to be free,” and of Roussean, ‘* tke man
of nature and of truth.”—Such is the grandiose
and bombastic language of their epitaphs,
I bad an opportunity of witnessing the homags
that is paid by their followers 1o these men of
brilliant but disordered genius, when visiting
their tombs in the crypt of the Panthéon. Qur
company consigjed of about twenty, most of
them young men from the provinces who had
perhaps come on a pilgrimage to the shrines of
those in whose doctrines they believed. OQar
guide, with a balf conscious pride of the digaity
of his office, conducted us through the dark
vaurlts until we reached a grand mausolenm,
when he said with a solemn intonation, *voila

ratien on the elevation of the host, exclaimed ' la fombear: de Jean Jacgues Rousseawn.” Our party
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with the exception of four, took off their hats
and bowed, and gazed with emotions of awe
and reverence at the last resting-place of the
‘* dead but sceptred sovran who still ruled”
their spirits from his urn. There was &
repetition of th2 scene at the tomb of Voltaire.
I could not help looking upor them with
a mingled feeling of disgust and pity—disgust
because of their idolatrous act of ¢ hero-wor-
ship,” and pity becauge their minds had been
brought under the evil influence of the perverse
doctrines of the infidel speculators.

But many who have thrown off the shackles
of Popish superstition, have done so only to
embrace another "more vile and dangerous
superstition, which is now usurping the place

of religion, viz., spiritualism. This curious
mania has made rapid progress in Paris, so that |

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

at present ihe number of men alone who
believe in spiritualism 18 about sixty thousand
~—one thirtieth of the population. The system
possesses a regular organization. It has its
priests, its altars, &c., as well as its papers,
reviews, and publications of all sorts, with
editors and booksellers of its own. Its central
principle—a communication through mediums
with the spirit world—has a powerfui fasci-
nation for all minds, but especially for those
that have not an unshaken belief in the un-
changing verities of the religion of Jesus ; and
hence the Frenchwan, whose credulity has been
trifled with by his priest, embraces that system
whick “robs God of his personality, and
elevates reason to the throne of the universe,
by deifying the human intellect.”
To be continued.

-~

Hotices and Bebielos.

SCIENCE FOR THE SCHOOL AND FAMILY;
Part T1I, MINERALOGY AND GEOLOGY :
By Worthington Hooker, M.D., Yale -
College, Newhaven. Montreal . Dawson
Brothers, 1865.

The object and scope of this volume is, -
as we learn from the preface, to meet the
wants of beginners in the study of geol-
ogg. The author thinks, perhaps justly,
that the writers of manuals treating of this
subject, take too high ground; and that
they assume an elementary knowledge on
the part of the student which he may not
possess.  The velume claims only to be a
compilation,—one which may help to pre- :

pare the student for the study of more ad- |
vanced treatises.  Qur author says in his |
preface:  Pérhaps the fact that I have |
been obliged to be to some extent a learner, |
in order to accomplish my task, has the
better fitted me for it, as I have thus be-
ccne sensible of the wanis of the learners
for whom I write.” No doubt it may be
of some advantage to know clearly the
wants of the student; but this is quite
sabordinate, we think, to an intimate ac-
quaintance with the science itself,—an ac-
quaintance only to be gained by many years
of study, and by much experience in the
field. The simplicity of its style and its |
unassuming pretension, will probably com-
mend the volume to the class for whom it
is intended.

The first seven chapters treat of the most |
common simple minerals, with some elemen- ]
tary views on crystallography. In the next, !

~ vations at the close of the volume.

~several of the most typical rocks are de-

seribed, mostly those of igneous or of volcanic
origin. The somewhat difficult question as to
the relative age of the various members of
the granitic, trappean, volcanic, and metam-

* orphic rocks, is left untouched. We have

next four chapters on general physical ge-

. ology, t0 which succeeds one in which the

main dbject seems to be to give some gen-
era] idea of the classification of the animal
and vegetable kingdoms, preparatory to en-
tering on the study of the fossils of the
sedimentary rocks. A sketchis then given
of the Azoic, or as it has since been pro-
posed to call it, the Eozoic age ; and the

. volume concludes with a summary of the

fossils of the Silurian, Devonian, Carbon-
iferous, Mesozoic, Tertiary, and Post-Ter-
tiary Ages, with some few general obser-
The
author seems to derive his information’
chiefly from American writers on geology.
For instance, he quotes Agassiz’s opinion,
that the Pterodactyl, the curious winged
reptile of the Qolites and Chalk, was not a
land animal, as is commonly supposed, but
that it was aquatic in its habits, and used
its powers of flight in much the same way
as the fiying-fishes of the present day do.
On the whole, the little volume before
us is by no means devoid of merit. and will
be useful to those who wish to get some
idea of the general scope and aim of the
science, without caring to enter minutely
into detail. The priating and general get-
up of the book is fair, but some of the en-
gravings are very poor. e
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The Thurehes wnd their Flissions.

= COTLAND.—We bhave
> derived great pleasure from
reading the following in the
Ayr Advertiser. Wehave & very
pleasant remembrance of Mr.
Walker's father when he was
minister at Huntingdon in this
country—a charge which he oc-
cupied nearly thirty years ago
ang where he worked faithfully, until he was
transferred to the Parish of Ochiltree in Scot-
land, where he is now labouring with much ac-
ceptance.
favourably noticed is & Canadian having been
born in Huntingdon when his father was minis-
ter there, and we rejoice to see that he has cast
in his lot with the Church in Canada, baving
been appointed a Missionary in the Presbytery
of Quebec. He is expected shortly to arrive
here. We are sorry to observe that the delay
in his coming arises from an attack of iliness.

On Sabbath last, the Rev. Mr. Walker
preached his farewell discourse in the Estab-
lished Church here, where he bas, along with
the Rev. Dr. Stirling, ministered for about two
vears. By his modest and condescending man-
aer while visiting from house to house ; by his
kind and considerate digposition, and by his ac-
ceptable, carefully prepared discourses in the
pulpit, he has won the abiding esteem of all
classes in the church ; and on Sabbath, as he
bade them farewell, wve are sure that not one
present but would grieve that they might see
bis face and hear his voice no more. Nor
would the rev. gentleman himself be less moved
at the solemn parting. At an age when his
feelings are most susceptible of strong irpres-
siong; when the thoughts of those with whom
he has mingled are of the most charitabie and
liberal kind ; when attachments eagerly take
root, grow up pleasingly, and promise a happy
maturity, it is no marvel though there shounld
be a wringing of the heart when the tongue
would attempt to uttera sad andlong farewell.
Hr. Walker gave an appropriate and excellent
discourse from Proverbs 23d, 17th and 18th
verses.

PRESENTATION TO THE REV. MR. WALKER.

The Rev. Thomas Walker, assistant to the
Rev Dr. Stirliag, being about to leave this
country for Canada, the members of the church
here, favourably impressed with the faithful
manner in which he has discharged his minis-
terial duties, resolved to present him, before his
leaving, with a testimony of their affectionate
regard, and on the evening of Thursday 23rd
.ult,, & large deputation, coovsisting of the
Rev. Dr. Stirling, some of the members of ses-
siop, and & number of the active collectors,

kS

The Revd. gentleman who is so

called upon hum at his lodgings—the indispo~
sition of the rev. gentleman preventing a more
public meeting—swhen after some friendly
conversation, Dr. Stirling at the earnest
request of the deputation, presented Mr. Wal-
Ier with a valuable gold watch and guard, af-
ter addressing him in the following terms:
“Mr. Walker—It affords me great pleasure to
bave been appointed by your friends in Gal-
ston to preseut to you this token of their appro-
bation and esteem. They might eusily have
found one who would have told more eloquent-
ly how well you have deserved it; but they
could not have found any one who had better op-
portunities of knowing that truth. I have been «
doubly interested hearer of the sound doctrine
which you have preached in the pulpit, I have
been a constant witness of the regularity with
which you visited from house to house, and held
meetings which were eminently acceptable,and
I find continually accumulsting evidence, as [
follow your track, how often you have held
forth the hopes and consolations of the gospel
to the afflicted and dying. It is,therefore, with
a lively feeling of your worthiness that I now
hand to you this clegant testimonial. We hope
it may long be a pleasing memento of the man-
ner in which your services here have Leen ap-
preciated ; and even an earnest of & far higher
reward which we pray you may receive at last
from your great Master.” Dr. Stirling then put
into the hands of his esteemed brother the
handsome gift bearing the inscription—* Pre-
sented to the Rev. Thomas Walker, by a few
friendsin the parishof Galston, on the occasion
of his leaving for Canada, as a token of their
appreciation of his valuable services in the
parish. 16th March, 1865.”

Mr. Walker replied as follows :—Dr, Stirling
and Gentlemen,~In rising to thank you for this
handsome expression of your kindly feeling
towards me, I would advert for a few moments
to the rather painful circumstances which have
demanded that our meeting should be in this
place. I can assure you that no one realises
more fully than I do the disappointments which
have arisen because of my present sickness.
For one thing it bas prevented me from doing
a very necessary duty. I have been unable to
bid farewell to many in this place, who have
shown their good will towards me in many ways.
Ifully intended calling upon at least the greater
part of the members of our church ; and I began
very fairly. But who can resist God’s provi-
dence? What was my desire has been prevented
by His wii’, and it becomes me only to submnit,
trosting, meanwhile, that all will accept the
intention for the deed. Ther, again, my present
ill health bas interfered very considerably with
the object of our present meeting. It hasmade
itnecessary that our meeting should be & private
one, for which I am very sorry, as the magni-
tude of your gift fully deserved that the presen-
tation should be & public one. Many have
also been prevented from being present who
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would otherwise, § wim sure, have honoured us
with their compiny, But of what use is it to
ry over broken wanro, Lot us bo satisfied that
things are no woran than they are, that God in
his goodneas has purmitted us even under the
present cirammstancoy to meet. Gentlemen, it
is usual for thoso who occupy the position ia
which I am now placed to be very much
affected, and I am no oxcoption to the rule. I
feel deeply your kindnoss 10 me on *he present
occesion, [ thank {on for the gift with which
you have pregented meo. I would especially
thank you, u8 voprosontatives of the congrega-
tion, for that unconsing kindness which has
been ghown to me over since 1 came to this
place. 1 can agsure you that the remembrance
of it will never be efficed from my mind wher-
ever my lot in Uit 1y bo cast. Whatever new
nssociations I miny form. 1 can say truly that
no change witl alter tho feelings of affection

and gratitude towards you all which I now !

experience in me, ‘I'ils place will ever to me
be enshrined in & bowor of happy recollections ;
and though I am about to leave it for good, the
interest which | now take in it will not be
diminished but rather incrensed. I am sure no
one ever entered upon the ministerial office
under more tyl@ﬂsmu nuspices than I did.
Having one of the very hest men for my supe-
rior, and one of the most agreeable of congre-
gations in which to Inbour, I could not have
been more favourably circumsianced thoughI
had searched broad Scotland from end to end.
It is a great sourco of plensure to me to think
that my connection with both the minister and
people of this plaes ling been harmoniously
maintained during the period of time that I
have been here, and that at last I go away
carrying with me a tangible mark of your ap-
proval. I can only doprecnto my unworthiness
to receive so much of your favour. I have
come short in many ways. 1 rejoice that you
have cast the mantle of cliarity over my faults,
and shall never forget that forbearance which
you have shown respocting my services both
public and private,  Again, gentlemen, allow
me to thank you for your kindness to me,
shown both by your gift and your presence bere.
When I am far nway tho watch will be to mea
daily remembrance of you and of this place, to

. Which I might apply the words of the Psalmist,
“Her very dust ia doar to me, and in her stones
do I take pleasure.”

We have to record the death of the Rev. Dr.
Boyd, the late pastor of ths Tron Church. Dr.
Boyd had suffered for ion days from a rheu-
matic attack, and hnd boen confined to bed
during that time, On Monday afternoon, at a
quarter-past five o'clock, he suddenly died
without apparent gufforing, having retained his
faculties perfectly to tho Inst moment of life.
Dr. Boyd had attained a pntrinrchal age, being
78 years old on the :lndp November last. He
was born in Perthahire in 1786, He studied
at the University of 8t, Androws, and latterly
‘ot Edinburgh, In 181d ho wag ordained by
the Presbytery of Hdinburgh, ns minister of the
‘Caledonian Chureoh, }intton Garden, London.
In 1819, he was translnted to the parish of
Auchinleck, in Ayrshire: and in 1833 to the
adjoining parish of Ochiltreo. In 1844 he be-
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came minister of the Tron Parish of Glasgow.
A year ago he resigned the active duties of his
charge to the Rev. Mr. Macgregor, his colleague
and successor. He received the degree of D.D.
from the University of Glasgow in 1845, Dr.
Boyd was an eminent stedent during bis col-
lege course, and a most popular preacher.
Hig diligence as a pastor was exomplary.
None could come in contact with him witkout
feeling refreshed by the intercourse. Dr. Boyd's
family are all grown up. He has left an able
representative in the Church, whose interests
he bad sc much at heart, in the person of the
Rev. Dr. A, K. H. Boyd, one of the most pop-
ular preachers of the Establishment in Edin-
burgh.

A testimonial was lately presented to the
Rev. Dr. Guthrie, on his retirement from public
life. 1t consisted of a cheque for £5,000 stg. fhe
amount having been subscribed for by men of
all classes, parties and religious denominations.
At the same time & very elegant tea and coffee
service was presented to Mrs. Guthrie. We
condense, from a Scotch paper, the speech de-
livered by the Reverend gentleman on that oc-
casion.

Dr. Guthrie felt that for & man to speak of
himself was at all times awkward. He knew that
he owed the gift of that day more to the parti-
ality of his friends than to his own merits; nor
could any one be more astonished than he was
when he first keard of the proposal, and saw
who were on the Committee. He had entered
upon his charge in that city, seven and twenty
years ago, with fear and trembling. None of
those among whom he was about to minister
had, as far as he knew, heard bim preach.
When the shore and wooded heights of Arbirlot
faded out of sight as he stood on the steamer’s
deck, he had never pictured to himself such a
termination to his pulpit ministrations as this,
but rather, worn out with city labours, of his
returning to some country charge, to find in &
small flock work which he could overtake.
There were times in iife that while they may
honor s man in the eyes of others, humble him in
his own. Yet. Le felt as an invalid might, wao
feels itis almost worth while to beill, to be
made so much of. The gloomy night brings
out the stars, and his being shelved had brought
out cxpressions of regard which alleviated
the trial. He then alluded to the gratifying
manaer in which the testimonial bad been pre-
sented, and in name of his wife gave thanks
both for her and for himself. He bed much to
be grateful for, and, remembering that the race
is not always to the swift nor the battle to the
strong, he was filled with the profoundest humil-
ity when he contrasted his pesition with that of
so many more gifted but less fortunate brethren.
While fully appreciating the pecuniary value of
the testimonial, he said, it was not that which
went to his heart. It was the Catbolic character
of the testimonial which pleased him most.
That was the stamp and image of the gold which
pleased him best in the whole matter. Next to
the approbation of his God, there was nothing
on which he set so high a value as the assu-
rance that he had won a place in the hearts
of otber Christians besides those of his own
denomination, affording evidence that let men
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talk as they mayof the odium theologicum and the
narrow-mindedness of Churches, Christians are
not slow in expressing their esteem for those
who differ from them, provided in following out
their conscicatious convictions these do not
mingle personal bitterness with public contro-
versy. He then wound up an eloguent speech
as follows :—I live in the happy belief that the
Churches of Jesus Christ are coming in some
measure to see eye to eye, face to face—and
1 look upon this gift as one of the mapy streaks
of light in the sky that seem to betoken that
better day, that coming day, that blessed day
—God speed it on—when the Churches of
Christ shall set more upon unity of spirit than
on uniformity of rights—more on concord of
sentiment than on mere concord of expression.
I have lived and I shall die in the happy per-
suasion that the Churches, in drawing nearer
to their common centre, arc drawing nearer to
each other. Let the distance that parts us go on
diminishing—let a divine charity abate every
prejudice—Ilet the spirit of love sweeten every
temper ; and like separate globules of quick-
silver, cleared of dust and brought into con-
tact, they will rush into each other’s embraces,
and form one bright and shining unity in which
Jesus shall see his own full and perfect image,
and the answer to his prayer—*¢ That they all
may be one, as Thou Father art in me and I in
Thee—that they may be one, even &3 we are.”

A new church was opened in Clasgow
on Sunday, the Maxwell Church, Pollock
Street. The services in the foremoon were
conducted by the Rev. Dr. Leishman of Gevan,
who preached from Matthew, 20th chapter, 18th
verse; and those in the afternoon and evening
by the Rev. Avrch. Scott of Abernethy, presen-
tee to the charge. The psalmody at the after-
noon and evening services was led by an organ
barmonium, which we understand is to be re-
gularly used until the permanent organ now
being built be placed in the church. The church
is seated for nearly 1000 people, and was quite
crowded on Sunday. The movement for erect-
ing this place of worship originated with a few
gentlemen residing in the south-west district,
and in order to mark their'appreciation of the
important aid rendered to the cause by the
superior in the district, Sir John Maxwell,
. Bart., of Pollock, the managers bave named
the edifice ‘* Maxwell Church.” The church
i3 situated at the junction of Pollok and
Ardgowan streets, having its principal fromt-
age, which is 100 feet wide, to the former
sireet. The style of building is the early
middle poiated Gothic. The edifice bas
a gpire 140 feet high, at the south-west front
corner. Arrangements have been made for
placing in the spire & bell and public clock,
which will prove of great benefit to the resi-
sidents in the locality. The collection taken
at the door during the day, which was for the
Church building Fund, amounted in all to £173
11s.

The ordipary monthly meeting of the Glas-
gow Presbytery was held on Wednesday—Rev
Mr. M'Quisten, Moderator, Dr. Pattonreferred
to the decease of Dr. Boyd, late of the Tron
Church. and remarked that not only did the
deceased discharge all the duties of the minis
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terial office both in the rural parishes where he
laboured so long, and also in this city, with
singular fidelity and great acceptance, but he
was a model in all the relations of life. Dr.
Paton asked the members of Presbytery to
unite with him in an expression of sorrow at
the loss of their dear friend. Tue Presbytery
agreed tomeet in the High Church on Thursday,

. 27th April, for the purpose ef moderating in a

call in favour of the Rev. George Stewart
Burns, of Montrose,as minister of the Cathedral,
vacant by the decease of the late D# Robert-
son. A letter of acceptance from Mr. Burns
was algo submitted.—Dr. M'Taggart gave no-
tige that he would au uext meeting move that
the following overture be transmitted to the
ensuing General Assembly :—Whereas a diver-
sity of opinion has arisen in regard to the im-
port of the last General Assembly’s deliver-
ance on the report of the committee anent in-
novations, some interpreting said deliverance
ag giving sanction to the introduction of in-
strumental music into the public worship of
God, where the members of & congregation are
united in desiring to have it ; while others not
only question the correciness of such interpre-
tation, but also question the General Assembly’s
power to alter per se the mode in which public
worship has been conducted in this Church for
300 years. It is,therefore humbly overtured by
the Presbytery of Glasgow to the venerable the
General Assembly, indited to meet at Edin-
burgh.on the 18th day of May, 1865, to pass an
Act declaratory of the law as to the mode of
conducting tbe public worship of God ; or to
transmit an overture to Presbyteries a3 to the
use of instrumental music in public worship,
that so the mind of the Church may be ascer-
tained upon the subject; or to take such steps
as to the wisdom of the Assembly may appear
advisable for preserving intact the uniformity
and simplicity of worship by which the Church
of Scotland bas hitherto been distinguished.”
Dr. M'Taggart said there was at present, it ap-
peared to him, too much diverging into a state
of independency on such matters—every per-
gon just doing what seemed right in his own
eyes. This was all the business of general in-
terest.

The National Bible Society of Scotland,
counstituted s few years ago by the amalga-
mation of several other societies, had its
anausal meeting at the end of January.

The following satisfactory statements were
made in the report :— .

The total number of Bibles and Testaments,
exclusive of portions and Psalms, reported last
year as having been issued in 1863, was 126,-
568; the corresponding number for 1864 is
162,716, an increase of 36,148. If we include
the portions of Scriptures in both years, while
the complete issues of 1863 were 143,803, thoge
of 1864 have been 237,254, a total increase of
93,332. The entire number of copies put in
circulation since 1861, when the Society waw
put on its new and enlarged basis, amounts to
600,959. The total amount received during the
past year from all sources of income, including
576l. 13s 10d., transferred from the Edinburgb
Bible Society, has been 11,437, 7s. 2d. This

" is an increase of 13321, 12s. bd. upon the in-
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come of the previous year. The sum accru-
ing as returns for Scriptures sold amvounts to

¢,873L. 5s. 6d., an increase upon the previous .

vear to the extent of 129/ 13s.
Glasgow Bible-women have been supplied #ith
139¢ Bibles, 959 Testaments, anC 97 portions,
in all 2452, value 1881, 12s.84. Fourteen of
these useful agents, labouring in various coun-
try districts, have drawn from the Western De-
pository 580 Bibles, 582 Testaments, ard 329
Portions, in all 1491 value 70/ 2s. 2d. Allu-
sion has been made to the valuable assistance
ladies may render by collecting for the Socie-
tv. The good service they may do in the bles-
sed work of circulating the Scriptures may- be
indicated by this brief reference to the Ladies’
Bible Auxiliary connected with Free Arderston

Tweniy-four -

; their opinion on the matter.

church, Glasgow :—During 1864 these ladiec

have drawn from our depot 853 Bibles, 656 Tes-

taments, 114 Portions, in all 1623, value 1131, °

14s. 7d.

in commendation of the Society, and especially
in support of the doctrine of the full inspiration
of the Bible.

A public meeting was recently held at Edin-
burgh, on behalf of the Christiun Vernacular
Education Society for India; Major-General
Alexander in the cheir.

Dr. Duff pointed out the fallacy of the idee .

that the native population of India were
highly educated. In Bengal and Behar there
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upon the Rev. George Stewart Burus, of the
0ld Kirk, M. trose.—Glasgow Herald.

The organ movemeuntappearsto haveextended
to Hamilton, for within the past week or two
circulars have been issued to the members and
adherents of Auchingramont Church desiring
So fir as the
result is yet known, very few have objected,
while upwards of 200 bave signified their wish
for it. We believe that a member of the

hurch, well known for his munificence, bas
offered to bear the whole expense of its erection.

1t was intimated from the pulpit last Sunday
that Old Greyfriars church wounld be closed
for two Sundays, to allow time for the erection
of ap organ gallery whbich bas been in prepa-
ration. The organ, which the Messrs. Hamilton,
George Street, Edinburgh, are building, is now
in an advanced state.

The ordinary monthly meeting of the Pres-

The Lord Advocate delivered an able speech | bytery of Perth was held on Wednesday—the

Rev. James Anderson, of Forteviot, moderator.
A presentstion by the Crown to the church
and parish of Redgorton, vacant by the demise
of the Rev. William Liston, in favour of Mr.
Alexander Nielson, parish missionary, Linlith-
gow, was, with relative documents, laid uponr
the table, and having been read, was sustained
unanimously.

Dr. Norman McLeod has put his foot on the

. proposal to Anglicise the Church of Scotland.

were upwards of 6,600,000 of the population of

a scbool-going age, and of these only 511,000

In Bengal and Behar they bad 1,234,000

He says:—' We nced no Unions with other
churches to do our work, far less with that

i ot s bi . .
attended school, leaving in voint of fact, in . Church with its ttled bishops, which bas

these provinces 6,089,000 wholly uneducated. ;

adults who had got some instruction, leaving .

21,546,000 really and absolutely uninstructed.
All other parts of India were similarly situated.
So much for the amount of the education ; and

as for tbe quality, it was better that they should .

be Jeft uneducated sltogether.  Not only ,was
the education given in the pative or ndigenous

zchools in India most limited in extert, but it .

was most odious and noxious even in quality.

Mr. Gorden the Secretary ¢f the Society in -

Londoon, thonght the publication work was in-
creazing year by year, and they were publish-
ing at the rate of 1000 Ciristian Books daily in
the fotrteen janguages of India.
tions were almost self-sustaining, and he ur-
ged that this principle should be more largely
worked out, not oanly in t)e cducational, but
the missionary field. Their publications had
been useful in the way of promoting femasle
education, and were being largels resd in the
renanas.  Up to the present time the Society
bad provided 182 publications in the various
languages of India, and copies of them had
tecn circulated to the amount of 1,116,749,

The Court of Teinds on Wedaesday erected
the important church and district of Johnstone,
in the Presbytery of Paisley, into a church and

rparish quoad sacra.

We understand that the committee appointed
by the High Church congregation to select a
saitable successor to the Iate Rev. Dr. Robert-
<on. in order to be submitted to the congrega-
tion with the view of memorialising the Crown
Yor the presentation. have unanimousiy fixed

The publica- .

always been a stranger to Scotland, and never
more alienated thar now.” Dr. McLeod, how-
ever, holds that his church has the true orders
of the clergy, himself, the bishop, bhis clders
and his deacons. All true Presbyterians will
agres with the reverend doctor in this opinion
2s to the apostolic. orthodo. -nd scriptural
orders existing in our Church.

About 2000 Sabbath-school teacihers met
lately in the Music Hall, Edinbnrgh, to Lear a
sclection of hymns set to mausic for Sabbath-
schools. The Rev. James Robertson of New-
ington presided. Addresses were delivered by
the Chairman, by the Rev. W. II. Grey, Lady
Yester's; Rev. W. Arnott, Free High Church;
and the Rev. Mr. Wilson. An efficient cboir,
under the leadership of Mr. W. Watson, sang
a sclection of hymn masic with great taste and
excellent effect.

The picture by Mr. Gourlay Steell, R. S A,
representing the Queen reading the Scriptares
at the bedside of an aged fisherman, is at
present on view. The story is as follows:—
“ The incumbent of Osbarne had occasion to
visit an aged parishioner. TUpon his arrival at
the coitage, as he cantered the door where the
invalid was, he saw siiting by the bedside a
lady in deep mourning, reading the Word of
God. He was sbout to retire, when the Jady
remarked, ¢ Pray remsin. I should not wish
the invalid to lose the comfort which a clergy-
man might afford.’ The lady retired, and the
clergyman fouad Iying on the bed a book with
texts of Scripture adapted to the sick ; and he
found that out of that book portions of Scrip-
tare had been read by the lady in black. That
lady was the Queen of Great Britain.” This



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

beautiful incident in the widowed life of the
Royal lady speaks more than volumes of
eulogy.—Edinbur = Courant.

IrELAND.—On . . sday, the 14th inst., the
Presbytery of Dungannon ordained the Rev.
Robt. Cill to the pastoral charge of the Congre-
gation of Lower Clennanees.

The Presbyteries of Coleraine and Dungan-
non have unanimously agreed to nominate the
Rev J. R. M Alister, as a candidate for the Mo-
deratorship of the ensuing assembly. The con-
gregation of Second Newtownhamilton has
presented a unanimous call to Mr Alexander
Ross Crawford. A. M., of the Belfast Presby-
tery.

1
|

|
|
|
|
;
i
i
{
{
1

The Rev. David Brown, A.M., licentiate of .

the Letterkenny Presbytery, having been npan-
imously appointed by the Mission Board of the
Presbyterian Church as permanent wissionary
to the Donegsl Highlands, in accordance with
the earnest desire of the Presbyrterians in that
district, ‘was ordained to this important work
on Friday, the 17th instant, by the laying on
of the hands of th~ above Presbytery, The in-

teresting services of the day were conducted ;

before a large anad respectable congregation in
Third Ramelton Church by the Rev. Mr. M'Gaw
who preached from Romaas i., and 16, the Rev
¥r. Greenless, who explained and defended
Presbyterian ordination, and the Rev. Dr. Ed-
gar, Belfast, who representing the Mission
Board, offered up the ordination prayer and
delivered the final charge.

Ogr Tuesday. the 21st inst., the Presbytery of

- Greek Testament.
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impressive sermon.—At the conclusion of the
sermon, the Rev. Dr. Cooke, in an eloguent
discourse, defended Presbytery ordination. Mr.
Wrght then subscribed to the Westminster
Confession of faith, and answercd the usual
queries rtequired by the standards of the
Presbyterian Church. Dr. Cooke, having of-
fered up prayer, Mr. Wright was then, by the
lsying on of the hands of the Presbytery, set
apart to the work of the Christian ministry.
Rev. John Rogers, Moderator of the Geaeral
Assembly, delivered the charge to Mr. Wright.
It was announced to the meeting that a number
of Mr. Wright's fellow students were about
ta make a presentation to him. Mr. Andcew
Wiison then, on behalf of the studenis of the
Assembly’s Ccilege, read a most affectionate
address to Mr. Wright. The address was
accompanied with a copy of Dean Alford’s
Mr. Wright fead a most
toucking replyr. At the conclusion of Mr.
Wright's reply,the benediction was pronounced,
and the meeting separated. '

A deputation bas waited on the new Lord-

. Lieutenant to urge the asugmentation of the

Government endowment of the Presbyterian
Church. It met with a decided, but courteous,
refusel. Another deputation, from the Genersl
Assembiy presented the claims of middle-class
education, and urged that the endowed schools
of the country might be turned to that account.
The Loid Lieutenant expressed bimself in fa--

- vour of their views, but held out little hope of

Derry met to ordain Mr. Samuel Irvine, licen- -
tiate of the Presbyiery of Dromore, to the pas-

toral charge of the congregation of Greenbank.

The services were conducted by the Rev. Ro- -
bert Ross, who preached ; the Res. Wm M'Clure .

who explained the Principles of the Presbyle-
rian Church Governm~nt, ané offered up the
ordination prayer, and the Rev Samuel M’Clure
gave the usual charge to minister and pecple.

bytery were hospitably entertained to anexcel-
lent dinner, prepared by Mr. M'Hutchinson,

their being speedily put iato a practical shape.

The Report of the Roman Csdtholic In-
spector on Convent Schools in Wexford
states that in these schools * connected with
the Board,” 47 per cent. of the female children
of the district are educated, and their profici-
ency is scandalously low. This the Inspector
attributes to ““defectire feaching power, and
to the want of responsibility, and definiteness
of aim in the teachers. On eniering one

- of these schools, several of the nuns are
The congregation was large and respectable. :
After the services were concluded, the Pres- -

Richmond Street Hotel, Derry.— Derry Journal.
+ discypline such large bodies of the poorest, and
- frequently the most unruly, classes of girls that

The foundation stone of a Presbyterian
Church and Schools dedicated to St. George,
was lsid, at Blackburn, on Ssturday, by the
Rev. Francis Skinner, D.D., ia celebration

f the 35th anniversa f his pe of | : ‘
° i ry of his pastorate . ing their atteation, nod are so frequently remov-

the Presbyierian Church in Biackbarn. The
designs of the new charch and schools are by
Ur. Patterson, architect, of Blackburn, and the
buildings will cost {rom £8,000 to £9,000.

At s meeting of the Omagh Presbytery, held
on March 24, a unsnimous call was presented

* are generally to be found in attendance.

found in attendance, assisted by 2 number of
voung girls,acting as paid monitors. But
these excellent women, so humble in mind, and
so lofty in cxample, have neither the energy
nor fraimng to render them able 1o cducate and

T cral] Be-
sides this they have other arocations and duties

cailing them awar, during the day, and alfsorb-

cd from convent to convent, that in many in-
stances, they possess little knowledge of the

- temperaments and characters of their pupils,

and thus lose at least one great eclement of

. success—sympalhy acvd deep moral inferest for

by the Clogherney congregation to the Rev. -

Alexander R. Crawford, A.M,, of the Belfast
Presbytery.

On Tuesday evening, in May Street Church, -

the Rev. Wm. Wright, licentiate of the Belfast

Presbytery, was ordained as missionary to
Syria. The attendance, which was very large, |

comprised a great numbder of ministers and
students. The serrices were commenced by the
Rev. John Menely, who preached » most

each child.” It is precisely thisdefective teach-
ing power and want of deep moral interest
which Dr. Cullen is agitating to make gniver-
sal in Ircland. He is silent, also, on the deci-
sion of the Court of Appeal upon the legality
of bequests to monastic ordess, and b which
the principles laid down by the Master of the
Rolls in November are empbatically maintain-
ed.  “The Act of Emancipation,” snid the
Lord Justice of Appeal, ¥ decinres that mo-

: nastic orders are illegal : it was utterly impos-
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sible 1o read the prohititny and penal clauses
in those exsctmepte ¥ithynl coming to the
conclusion that heyyeets 1y eomtitine those or-
ders, so violating U A« +f Farliament, were
void.” “ The misdemseaning s committed,” said
the Lord Chancellur, “ 35 ot ths highest class
known 10 the law'!

Fraxce.—~The Bomish Charehis continuing its
defensive as well 85 its uffenisize work ; the Fran-
cois de Sales Society s rxexized during the
past year, 140,694 france, s6d apent 137,763 in
resisting Protestantism, #fil sizengthening Ro-
manism in France  Phs jywrnals interested
in statistics, notice; amony tiher signs of acti-
vity, the increase of wayatss, and state the
fact that in Toulonse, whare, in 1790 there
were thirty-seves, in }26%, thxra are sixty-five.

The Sacré Ceur comment«d upem nothing in !

1804, and noxw posesies thiriy-two millions of
francs in bouses and fupd= #lms,

While the stormy wind +f dizenssion reigns
above, the quiet wark ¢ fha messengers of
peace goes on in Varis pnd alzewh -+ The
Evangelical Society of Franss gives, in itg
last printed bulletin, # siiawhiat ehesring re-
port of its various statings

. The society of evaygelmmtion in Paris is
institutiog religious wpefgtioms of a highly

practical charecter whish sast with a good :

degree of succezs. The sntsufion is, o spread
the Gospel in that city jrresyeetive of particu-
lar denominetions. The tuttar iz in charge of
a committee of eightcen Inyiney taken indiscri-
minately from the difficrent esangatical charches
of Paris.

Ten evengelists, thtes ¢f whom are -

women, are now at Wofk ¥ith encouraging :
results. Tbe women Igho#t i the manner of -

the English Bible women, und thrse oxaminers,

committee Lo examine the j4rwme who become
visitors under the disection «f 1ha Society.

Grausxy.—~In consequeims of the +isit of

Mr. A. Woodrud, of Bew-¥wmrk, 1o Betlin, in -
the winter t_:f. 1863 and 1844, Sundaz-schools, -
after the Britst oLd Amenicsn (550, were com-

menced by several pystifs biuga
At a tea meetiog, W Whicd tha sommmitice of
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test, by which they would defend the indepen-
dence of their seminaries against the supervi-
sion claimed by the State. This protest hag
ninety-six names subscribed, and is directed to
the King’s head Chanceilor. These reclama-
tions heave, however, little prospect of success
at present. According to official reports, there
have been during the year just passed, seventy
convents secularised on this side of the Faro,
and fifty on the Sicilian side. The ministerial
Opiniore, howerver, urges the Bishops to consid-
er that they must attribute the measvres of
the ministers to their own stabborness. The
Minister of Education planned the establish-
ment of commercial Schools in the abolished
Presbyterial seminaries of those cities, in which
there are no schools under governmental su-
vervision, as also where episcopal Iyceums are
already existing. When the upper clergy
would not consent to this, the Minister himself
set his hands to the work, and compelled them
1o raise the costs of the foundations, as well as
the pay of the teachers, out of the funds con-
tained in the seminarial exchequers. As to
the particular interests of populxr education in
the province of Naples, we may congratulate
ourselves that vital edvences have been made
therein in ali directions. Much nevertheless,
remains to be desired, especially ir the mat-
ter of sites, notwithstanding that so many abol-
ished monasteries are available towards sup-
plying the deficiency. The schools are not
sufficiently protected in winter against the cold
or in summer against the -heat; and the staff
of teachers is still miserably inadequate.

It is 100 late in the day to doubt the resolu-
tion of the Italian people 10 form themselves
into 8 nation of freemen. The government

chosen frow the Pastare; #1e sppainied my the : finds itself strong enough io close many of the

episcopal and priestly seminaries and schools.
and quietly to eject four professors from the
University of Bologna, who have leng refused
to take the oath of allegiance to the present
régime. while in one place a syndic goes, snd
with a firm hand puts down the lucrative ex-
hibition of a breathing Madonnz, and in ancther

- (Termini) an army captain dreaks up the

the Sundey-school Undon iaitad tha tenchers

. and friends, 08 Finday aficd {2 nfizttnaz day, the

following tangible results wave reporied as

having been acbicved dunsg ha sone. Seven
schools were i operaiaus: with nantly 1% teach-
ers and sboutl 1600 fegnlas esdedars: abont

$a ten 3 ion, |
chers meet once & yasth f1 ermsaltation, | convents, and the management of all charch

prayer, and muwal efificition | 4 hitle maga-
zine, entitled. “ The Segins Rahent” Las been
published, which bes peeriy Yrim cotneribors ;
a little book was iscued sf Choresmna, ermtain-
ing storics suitable for shitdry, of which 4500
copies were distributed aé pracasite . and in va-
vious directions sigas of & ixvafisinl infloencs

being cxerted, botk on Nildray sua prrents,
were discernible.

. Irary.—~Tbe Miaister of V418i6 Worahip of
the young kingdom of Igely 14 7arcized not to
be restrained by the animedversions of the
Rishcps in the clearsnce wissh ks has com-
menced in the Church. Ths Mshope of the
two Sicilies have copsequertly pabdished, in
the Unita Catolica, an clsborets peiermical pro-

procession of a miracle-working image, to
which gifts are presented in its onward Dpro-
gress, haranguing the ignorant country folk oa
the grass imposition palmed upon them by their
spiritual guides. The subjects which at pre.
sent interest most the masses of the people are
the sbolition of capital punishments, the estab-
lishment of civil marriags, the suppression of

property by levmen, for defraying the fair ex-

* peases of religious scrvices, and also cducating

the people and feeding the necessitous poor.
Monster petitions are deing got up, and sent to
both Houses of Parliament, which are now oc-
capicd with the passing of bilis in reference to
all these sabjects. - The sales of Bibles efecied
during 1864 by fiftcen cclporteurs in the ser-
vice of the Scottish National Bible Society
were 5,533 Bibles and 73,000 religious booxks.
Daring the last year there was spent at the
Claudian Evangelical Press about 2,500!. sier-
ling in the production of Itslian Bibles and re-
ligious books of all kinds; while in the same
period close upon 300). was drawn from sales
over the counter at the Book depét in town.
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We have before gpoken of the ordination to
the episcopate of Dr. Crowther, a coloured man,
and bis work in Western Africa, under the
suspices of the English Church Missionary
Society. At hig first ordination services on
the banks of the Niger, the Bishop exclaimed :
—Can this be real 7 Is this the way Christianity

spread to remote countries in the first centuries |

of its promulgation? If so, let the church of
Christ buckle on her harness, for this is the
time of her action.”

The good bishop not only exhorts to action, :

but labours nimself with remarkable zeal and
cnergy. He left Liverpool towards the end of
last July; in less than a month he was at
Lagos, just in time to secure a passage on
board of the Investigator then about to ascend
the Niger. Ina few days he had commenced
his primary visitation, and in seven weeks he
had gone over the stations of the Church Mis-
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sionary Society on the Niger, and had success-
fully accomplished many objects preparatory to
future extension. There are cheering repcrts
of accessions to the churches in these regions.

: At Ghebe, Bishop Crowther baptized ten adults

|

and seven children, all children of conrverts.

i Seventeen adults were baptized during last

year at the Breadfruit Station of the Church
mission at Lagos.

New ZearAxp.—A General Assembly of the

" Presbyerian Church of New Zealand has been

recently held in Christ Church, when the usual

. routine of business was gone through. Accord-

ing to the report, Presbyterianism i3 gaining
ground, and more ministers are needed. Alarge
cuurch for the congregation over which the Rev.
Mr. Hill i3 pastor, i3 now heing erected, and
will cost a large sum before it is finished. This

" will be the second Presbyterian church in this

; City.

Artueles Selected.

GEORGE NEUMARK'S HYMN.

Ix Foor CrapTERs.
11.

One morning, about & week afler this, Gutig
paid o second visit to Mistress Johennsen's.
Neumark rececived him kindly.

# Perhaps, sir, you will think what 1 am
going to say foolish; but I have prayed over
it the whole night, and I hope 1 may make so
bold »

“ What? 1Isitasecond copyr of the bymn;
of ¢ urse, you may have it with pleasure.”

¥ No, no, sir: it is not that. I have the copy
you gave me in my Bible, to keep it better;
though if it were lost, I think I have it as well
off as the Lord's Prayer and the Creed. But
yesterday You won't take it i ?”

“ Never mind ; go on.”

* Well, sir, the ambassador bad a secretary
that wrote all his letters. Yesterday he sud-
denly left the house; why, no oanc knew ; but
we believed that the r.aster found him ia de-
fault and Jet himeasily off. Yesterdsy evening,
as I snw my lord to bed, be said to mec, ‘ Now
that Mr. Secretary is gone, I know not where
to look for as clever a one.” Somechow your
name came into my mind; for the secretary
lives in the house, and is entertained at the
table, and bas a bundred crowns & year paid
down.
one—" ¢ You ! he cried, and laughed ; ¢ kave
Fou a secretary among your friends ' * No, my
lord,’ said I; ¢ though I know him, I am much
103 humble to bave him for a friend or acquaint-
ance.’ So, to make a long story short, sir. |
toid him all—-"

“ AT interrupted Neamark. # And that
Fou made my acquaintance on the doorstep of
Nathan Hirsch, the Jew pawnbroker, where 1
was pledging my violin 77

“Yes, 2ll that” replied Gutig; “and if 1
have done wrong I am very sorry; only my
heart was so fall. My lord was not offended

+ heaven.

. displeased.

So .I said, * My lord, I know some -

" poor, ‘¥ my scrvant’s account be correct.

- my heart.

but bid me bring your bymn, to sec how sou
wrote. ¢ Writing and poetry both admirable,”
ke said, es he laid it down ; ‘and if the young
man would come at once, I would see: perhaps
be might do.” I was uneasy afterwards iest
you might be burt, sir ; and between that and
wishing you might be secretary, I con.d scarce-
Iy wait for the morring, The ambassador likes
an early visit, and if you would pardon me, sir,
and thiek well of it, you might go to him at
once.”

Neumark, instead of answering, walked up
and down the room. “Yes,” he said to him-
self, “the Lord's ways arc surely wonderful.
They that trust in the Lord shall not want any
good thing.” Then turning to the servaat,
** God reward you for what you have done! I
sball go with you.”

The ambsssador received him kindly.

* You are a poet, 1 sce, by these verses.
you compose bymns only 7

** Of the poor,” said Neumsark after 2 moment's
pause, ‘it is writien, theirs is li¢ kingdom of
I never kpew any one who was rich
and cnjoyed this world that bad written an
hymp. Iiis the cross that presses such music
out of us.”

The ambassador looked surprised, but not
“ You certainly do not flatter us,”?
he said. *‘But, roung man, vour expericnce is
but parrow. Yet you migh! remember that
our King Gustavus Adolphus, though he lived
in the state and glory of the throne, not only
composed, but sung and played a right noble
Christian hymn. However, you are poor, very
Has

Do

poverty ever mede you curse vour life 27

“I thaak the Lord, never, though I have been
neat it.  But He always kept the true peace in
Morcover the Lord said, ¢ the poor
¥e have always ;' and another time He called
them blessed ; and was Himself” poor for our
szkes, and commanded the Gospel to be preach-
cd to the poor; and the vers poor, as the
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Apostle says, may yet make many rich. It is

!
vot sc hard, after all, to be reconciled with |
!

poverty.” )

“ Gallantly answered, like a man of faith. |
e may have opportunity to speak of that
again.—I hear that you have studied law. Do !
you think you could sift papers that require a .
%knowledge of jurisprudence and polities ?” f

¢ If your grace would try me, I would attempt
i’

“ Well, then, iake these papers and read
therr through. They comein enquiries from
Cbancellor Oxenstiern and the answers I have
been able 10 procure. Bring me a digest of the
whole. You may take your own time, and
when you are ready, knock at the next door.”

Iv.

Neumerk left the hotel of the ambassador
<hat evening with a radiant face, and as he |
walked quickly through the streets, talked with |
himgelf, while & smile stole across his lips.
4t Yes, yes; leave God to order all thy wavs.”

It was to Jew Nathar's that he took Li- way.

-t Give me my violoncello,” he cried. * Here )
are the five-and-twenty shillings and balf-a- ;
crown more. You need not be so amazed. I |
kpow you well. You took advantage of my |
poverty, and had I been an hour beyond the |
fortnight you would bave pocketed the five
pounds. Still, I thank sou for the five-and-
twenty shillings : bat for them I must bave
left Hamburg a beggar. Nor can I fecl that you
did anything yourself, but were simply an
instrument in the hand of God. You know
notbing of the joy that a Christian bas insaving
another, so I pay you in what coin you like
best, an exira hali-crown. Here are the one
pound seven apd six pence in hard money.
Oply reraember this,

+Who trusts in God's unchanging love,
Builds on the rock that nought can move.’”

Seizing his violoacello in triumph. Neumark
swept homewards with hasty :ieps, never
pausing 1l he reached his room, sat Jown, and
began to play with such a heavenly sweetness,
that Mistress Johaonsen rushed in upon him
wih a storm of guestions, all of which he bore
unheeding, and played and sanguntil hisland-
lady scarce kpew if she was in keaven or on
eanb.

- Are you there, good Mistress Johannsen ?”
he said when be had finished. ¢ Well, perbaps
vou will do me the kindness to call in as many
people as there are in the bouse and in the
street.  Bring them all in, and I will sing you
» hymn that Fou never beard before, for I am
the happiest man in Hamburg. Ge, dear good
woman . go bring me 8 congregation, and I will
preach them a Sermon on my violoneello.”

In a few minutes the room was full. Then |
Neumark scized his bow, played a bar or two, !
opened his mouth and sang, '

“ Leave God to order all thy ways,
And hope in Him, what'er betide, i
Thou'lt find Him in the cvil days |
An ail-snfficient strengih and guide.
Who trusts in God's vachenging love,
Builds op the rock that nought can morve.

; bled, and the tears ran down his cheeks.
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“What can these anxious cares avail,
These never ceasing moans ard sighs ?
What can it help us to bewail
Each painful moment as it flies?
Our cross and trials do but press
The heavier for our bitterness.

“CQnly your restless heart keep still,
And wait in cheerful hope, content
To take what'er His gracious will,
His all-discerning love hath sent;
No doubt our inmost wants are known
To Him who chose us for his own.

* He knows when joyfol hours are best,
He sends them as He sees it meet;
When thon hast borne its fiery test,
And now art freed from all deceit,
He comes to thee all unaware,
And makes thee own His loving care.”®

Here the singer stopped, for his voice trem-
The
little audience stood fixed in silent sympathy;
but at last Mistress Jobannsen could contain
herself no longer.

“ Dear, dear, sir,” she began, drying her eyes
with her apron, for there was not a dry cheek
in the crowd, “ that is all Jike as if I aat in the
church, and forgot all my care, and thought of
God in heaven and Christ upon the cross.
How bas it all come about? You were so
downcast this morning, and now you make my
heart leap with joy. Has God been helping
yout”

#Yes, that He has, my deer gracious God
and Father! All my need is over. Only think:
I am secretary to the Swedish Ambassador
here in Hamburg, bave a hundred crowns a-
year; and to complete my bhappiness he gave
me five-and-twenty crowns in hand, so I have
redeemed my poor violin. Is not the Lord our
God a wonderful and gracious God? Yes, yes,
y good people, be sure of this,—

{Who trusts in God's unchanging love,
Builds on the rock thst nought cap move!”

“And this besutiful bymn, where did you
find it, sir, if I may makeso bold ? For I know
all the hymn-book by heart, but not this. Did
you make it yourself?”

“17 Well, yes, I am the instrument—the
harp; but God swept the strings. Al I knew
was this, “ Who trusts in God's unchanging
love ;” these words lay like a soft burden on my

t heart. I went over them again aud again,

and so they shaped themselves into this song.
How, I cannot tell. 1 began to sing apd to
pray for joy, and my sorl blessed the Lord, and
word followed word like water from a foun-
tain. Stop,” be cried, *listen once more :—

% Nor in the beat of pain and strife,
Think God hath cast thee off unheard ;
Nor that the man whose prosperous life
Thou enviest, is of Him preferved ;
Time passes and much change doth bring,
And scts s bound o everything.

* From the admirable translation in the «“ L
Germsnica” of the well known “ Wer nur den licgct:
Gott lasst wolten.”
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<t All are alike before his face ;
"Tis easy to our God Most High
To make the rich man poor and basge,
To give the poor man wealth and joy.
True wonders still of Him are wrought,
Who setteth up and brings to nought.

“ Sing, pray, and swerve not from His ways
But do thine own part faithfully
Trust his rich promises of grace,
So sball it be fulfilled in thee ;
God never yet forsook at need
The soul that trusted Him indeed.”

When he ceased for the second time, he was
50 much moved that he put away the violon-
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celio in the corner, and the little audience
quietly dispersed.

Such is the story of one of the most beautiful
of. all the German hymns, one of those which
has preached the truest sermon to troubled
and fretted and despairing hearts. After two
vears, Baron von Rosenkranz procured his
secretary the post of Librarian of the Archives
at Weimar, and there he peacefully Qied in his
sixty-first year. He wrote much—verses indeed
slmost innumerable, possibly to be read at
Weimar still by such Dryasdusts as care to
look. But the legacy he l:tt to the Church
ww3 the hymn that the simple-hearted man
played when God pave him back his beloved
“ Yiola di Gamba.” W.F.S.

Fot 1t Boung,

THE INFANT VOYAGERS.

HE bright glow of a summer
evening sunset was shed over
the sea-shore of a small fish-
ing vitlage ina beautiful part

of the coast of Devonshire. Boats

lay moored all along the sandy
beach, here and there, a few paces

" apart, studding the long bay as it

stretched in 8 semicircle for nearly

C >~  a mile, bordered by the red cliffs
wwhich jutted out to the east in a rocky point.

The whole fishing population of the village

seemed gathered to one spot, where they were

busily engaged in watching the landing of a
seine which it was supposed contsined & large
haul of meckerel. "And even the few gentry or
casual visitors who were drawn to this retired
spot, were sitting or lounging near the nef,
waiting for the hauling in to be accompl@xed,

and speculating upon the numbers of 8sh likely
to be landed.

Three childrer were to be seen on the very :
opposite side of the bay, playing in and about ;
a small boat, which was Iring a little over on ;

oue side, moored by its anchbor just below high-
water mark.

the boat, whilst every now and then she lifted
her eyes to watch the movements of her litte
sister, & baby of two, who was building sand
hills, or filing her tiny bands with the dry
sand and throwing it up in the air. The third,
a boy of five years of age, was digging a deep
hole with his wooden spade round the spot
where the anchor was loosely resting in the
sandy beach. )
« Esther, Bsther,” lisped the little oze, * lift
oo up, I want to come into the boat with you.”

Esther leant down her sweet face and kissed

the little one as she lifted her into the boat.

# Come, Chabby, and sit here, and I'll tell
sou a pretty story out of the book I'm reading,”
said Bsther.

% Let me come too, Esther,” said Tommy.
Tho boy, as he threw down his spade qnd
sprang in after his sister, seating himself astride
on ono of the seats. ¥ Now, sister, tell us one
of your stozies.”

The cldest, a girl of cight years .
old, was intently reading a book, seated inside

The fair child loosened the strings of her
white sun-bonnet to catch some of the evening
breeze, which was springing up after the hot
August day, and sparkling the crisp little
waves which were breaking upou the shore.
The story she told them seemed very inter-
esting to the little ones, for they gazed lovingly
and quietly into Esther’s eyes, and forgot all
but the sound of her geatle voice, until sud-
denly she stopped, and exclaimed :

“ Why, Tommy, we =zre floating! Take
hold of Chubby while I push back with the
oar.”

Tommy sprang forward, nesrly swinging
over the small boat, and seized Chubby, who
instantly set up a loud scream.

% Oh, Towmy, Tomwy! there are no oars
here, they are on the beach,” cried Esther.
*What shall we do ?” :

“1 will take care of yon,” said Tommy,
stoutly, * don't miad, father will be sure o
see us.”

¢ No, no, he won't, he won't, Tommy,” said
Esther; “ he's at the seine, ever so far away;
and we are going away out to sea so fast.”

1 will shout to him,” said Tommy, in a
; faltering voice. “1 am sure he will hear,”
and he hallooed to the utmost pitch of his

i childish voice.

! But the sound was borne away upon the
waters, and neverreached the knotof men who

i were gathered together at the distant part of

the beach, looking like & small dark patch upon

the sand.

‘¢ Esther, can't we hold up something for a
flag for them to see?” said Tommy, ¢ What
have we got? Oh! here's Chubby’s pinay, let's
try that atleast;” and Chubby held up her fat
I arms to let Esther take off her pinafore, open-
" ing ber large cyes a little frightencd at Esther’s
paie face, but by this time seeing little danger
: in being out at sea in her father’s small boat.

: But the children held up the tiny 8ag and
i shouted in vain. The receding tide was carry-
{ ing them fast from the land. The sun had just
* set, and the August twilight was shortening,
¢ while the breeze freshened around the three
. haploss children, a8 in their rudderless, oarless
i bark the night closed over them.

! Tommy at last broke dowp, and burst into
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violent sobs, while poor little Chubby only
fretted, saying:

“ 1 so hungry, take me home to mother, dear
Esther. Let Chubby go home to supper.” .

Esther nestled the little one closely into her
bosom and tried to cheer up Tommy, who clung
also to her, starting as the boat rose and sank
with the increasing swell.

 Oh, Esther,” said he, “ I was a naughty
boy last night, I ate up the cake mother told
me to take to Chubby. I should not like to be
drowned now. Do you think we shall ever get
safe home 7"

“ God can take care of vs, Tommy,” said
Esther, in a solemn voice. * Let us ask him
now, shall we ?”

And the two childish voices joined in mur-
muring a simple, faithful supplication to Hm

who said to the waves, ‘‘ Peace, be still,” and_

they obeyed him.

Then calmed and comforted, and exhausted
by crying, Tommy sank down ciose to Esther
and slept. Chubby’s big eyes had long closed,
and her infant face was resting in perfect re-
pose on her sister’s loving arms.

But Esther slept not. Her eyes were raised
to the dark vault of heaven above her head,
and as she watched the bright stars of the
summer night twinkling one by one, and seem-
ing to move as the motion of the waves carried
the boat onwards, she felt no fear. She trusted
in the love of Him who had made those bright
and beautiful stars; she placed herself and her
dear liltle brother and sister in his hands. And
though now and then large silent tears coursed
each other down her cheeks, they were caused
by a thought of the sorrow of the dear mother
at home, waiting and longing hopelessly for
ber children’s return. It was a hard struggle
as the night drew on, and the boat tossed to
and fro upon the auiet waves; but still she
sought to comfort herself in the thought of
God's care. Many were the prayers she offered
that for Christ's sake, who loved the little
children, he would preserve them in their fear-
ful peril.

The baul was a large one, and it was long
before the fishermen had made a just division
of the spoil. Many fish were cried round the
village for sale before the men returned to their
bomes for the night. Esther Sedgewick, the
children’s mother, had prepared their evening
mesal. The little round table was covered with
a neat white tablecloth and three little basin
in gradations of size, were placed upoa it filled
with bread. The milk was standing ready
warmed upon the hob, whilst something more
savoury was steaming in a pot ready for the
tired fisherman’s supper. The kind wife was
leaning down to lift the pot from the fire, when
her husband’s well-known step was heard on
the threshold.

* Why, Thomass, I thought you were never
coming. How came you to keep the children
out so Jate ? It's quite dark.”

¢ The children! Why 1 thought they were
at homean bed long ago. They've not been
near the seine at all.”

The mother started up, and looked in her
husband’s face. A thrill of dread ran through
ber frame ; she hoped be was joking,—but no;
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his face said he wes in earnest. She rushed to
the door.

‘“ Don’t be frightened, mother,” said he.
* They're safe enough down on the beach, I'll
be bound,—waiting for me, perhaps.”

But he left his supper untagted, and hurried
down after his wife to the beach, which was
now dark and deserted.

Ob the anguish of that silent seerch along
the Deach! evey moment fear and undefined
horror seizing their poor hearts, and almost
paralyzing them. The poor parents came at
last upon Tommy’s spade, and the hole dug
round the anchor, which was still left in the
sand where Tommy had untied it from the rope
which was secured to the boat. The boat was
gone. There lay the oars, and the truth flashed
upon the poor father at once.

¢ They must have drifted out to sea,” said
he, in a hoarse, hollow voice. * God have
mercy on the poor innocents!”

A wail of agony was all that burst from the
mother's lips. She thought even then she

‘might be childless.

The neighbours were soon aroused, ard deep
and hearty was the sympathy excited for the
poor little helpless ones alone on the broad
waters. Seven boats were immediately pushed
off in search of the lost ones, and it was agreed
that the women on shore should collect a heap
of firewood, and if one of the boats returned
successful in their search, they should at once
set fire to it as a signal of recall 1o those who
were still out. As the last boat was being
pushed off, a rough-looking sailor turned to his
son, saying,

“ Jem, bhave you got the grappling-irons?
May be we shall want them. They’ll capsize
on the rocky point if they've gotinto the eddy,
&nd the tide will leave the bodies among the
low rocks.”

Ay, ay, father,” was all Jem's answer ; but
the mother's ear, quickened by sasguish, had
beard it all, and a groan of bitter agony es-
caped her. .

She sat and watched. She bhad hardly hope
enough left to add to the heap of faggots the
women were bringing; she sat silent, and
aimost unheeded,—she to whom the lighting
of that fire was to bring life or death. She
heard the neighbours talking, but she scarcely
knew what they said.

% Poor Mrs. Sedgewick!” said one, ‘“’tis a
sad thing for her. Such sweet, preity children,
mo !!!

And so they went on talking as the hours
passed wearily on, and no boat returned, and
no other sound wss heard but the beating of
the waves against the shore, and the gurgling
of the pebbles as they receded.

 Where's the matches, Martha?” said one
old crone who was sitting by the beap of wood. ’
“Ivs getting mortal cold,—I must light my
pipe.”

There was some wrangling and disputing be-
tween the women, then a scream and a scuffle,
and then poor Mrs. Scdgewick was roused from
her dreamy stupor, by seeing the fire crackling
aud blazing beside her,—that signal fire which
was to recall the men from tkhesearch! In vain
they tried to stiflc the flames, which, fanned by
the night breeze, were rising high, and casting
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# red glare around. It was in vain that the
slmost frantic mother dipped water from the
sea at her feet to quench the false signal. But
it was too late ; for soon the sound of oars upon
the distant water was heard. They approached
paarer and nearer, till the boats touched the
shore, and each man sprang out, hoping that
the signal had been one of joyous recall, and
that the innocent causes of their anxiety had
been brought home by one more successful
than himself.

Six boats tonched the shore. The last of the
six contained the poor brokeunhearted father.
His wife's look told him as he stepped heavily
out of the boat that the search had as yet been
fruitless, and he brushed away a tear as he saw
her implorir g, hopeless eyes fised on hira.

% Ah, Escber, poor soul!” said he, “ we must
not give it up yet, we must start again. Cheer
ap, my woman.”

But his sigh was turned almost into a groan
as he turned from her to the group of men who
were standing a little apart, consulting as to
what should be the next scene in this tragedy.

The grey streaks of dawn were showing
themselves on the horizon as the friendly fish-
ermen were setting themselves to renew the
search. The seventh boat had not come in, but
a faint speck was seen in the far, far distance.
1t is coming nearer, and 1aces are turned to-

" wards it with expectation, with something like
hope. It is approaching,—still distant, but
increasing in size and distinctness. The poor
mother, dared not look, for she knew that the
seventh boat contained Jem and his father, and
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she pictured to herself the reason of his deten-
tion. He bad, she thought, gone to the rocky
point, and had thus been hidden from the false
sigual fire, Perhaps with those grappling-
irons he had brought back the lifeless budies
of her children! How could she bear to see
them! She hid ber face, she even covered her
ears ; but she could not still the throbbing of
her aching heart,

The boat came nearer—nearer. Theregular
rise and fall of the oars seemed never-ending.
It was difficult to distinguish the figures in the
dim light of early morning, and yet there were
fizures,—yes, more than two. The oars were
unshipped as the boat touched the shore, and -
Jem's father sprang out bearing & tender
burden in bis'arms, little Chubby, red and rosy
as ever, holding out her arms, and saying,

‘1 come back agsin, father, I be!”

Tormmy followed, carried on Jem’s back,
while he led Esther, pale and trembling, and
wet with spray, to her mother’s side.

Oh how sweet were the choking tears of joy
which wetted the face of the fair child as she
was clasped in an embrace which seemed ag if
it would never end! How Tommy cried and
laughed by turns as he told about the cake he
had eaten! And how was little Esther’s faith
strengthened! How great ber confidence in
her heavenly Father's love, who had answered
the prayer of his feeble child, and brought her
in safety to her earthly parents once again,
though danger and even death seemed to be
inevitable.

Sabbath) Zieadings.

DILIGENCE, FAITH, AND PATIENCE.

**That ye be not sicthful. but followers of them who,
through faith and patience, inherit the promises.”—
Heb. vi. 12,

HEN we contemplate the
nature and consider the excel-
lence of that state of happiness
)Y which is revealed in the gos-
pel, we might justly wonder
that any such cautions. and
*New counsels as occur in this and
many other passages of holy
writ should be necessary. It
¢ were natural to suppose that
the prospect of & complete re-
demption from all the miseries of this mortal
life, and the expectation of perfect and eternal
bliss, would inflame every heart, and quicken |
every desire of the soul to the attainment of
such unspeakable blessings. Bat we find by
experience that not only the great mass of the
world are wholly regardless of their future ic-
terests, but that Christians themselves, who
profess to seck a better country, show not un- |
frequéntly too great an indifference to the
objects of their hope, too great a remissness in
the paths of duty and obedicnce.

For while the men of the world contrive !
their schemes with the utmost caution, strictly

guard against every hindrance, and prosecute
their designs with urti.ing industry, the disci-
ples of Jesus—heirs of the heavenly inheritance,
candidates for glory—are too often prone to
suffer every trifle to divert them from their
course. They appear negligent and slothful,
forgetful and unwary, their ardour bearing no
proportion to the superior excellence of the
objects before them. IHence the saying of our
blessed Lord : ““The children of this world are
wiser in their geueration than the children of
light” Hence we need to be quickened to
“run with patience the race that is set before
us.” To this the Scriptures constantly exhort
us, as in this chapler, where the apostie, speak-
ing of the lamentable state of some, who having
made a specious profession, turn away from
the obedience of the gospel, expresses a hope
that this would not be the case with the be-
heving Hebrews, whom he exhorts in the text,
“ That ye be nov slothful, but followers of them
who through faith and paticnce inkerit the
promises.”

Now there are two things to be noticed in
considering this subject.

1. The privilege and happiness of the de-
partéd saints,—¢ they inherit the promises.”

I1. The instrumentality cf faith and patience
in preparing the saints for their inheritance.

I. The Christian's life is made up in & great
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degree of the exercises of faith and hope, i. e.,
in believing the Divine truths, and in looking
to the heavenly objects revealed in the gospel.
True Christians are the heirs cf promise, the
adopted sons of God, and many are the priv-
ileges resulting to them even here from that
relation.

What is intended by *¢ the promises” may be
gathered from other portions of Scripture.
# Thig is the promise which God hath given us,
even etarnal life ;" and berein are comprehended
innumerable blessings, which are themselves
the subject of distinct promises.

In the promised inheritance thereis not only
a cessation of all the evils of this life, its temp-
tations and sins, as well as its trials and sor-
rows : there is the full fruition of blessedness,
of which the believer has had but the foretaste.
There is the promise of seeing, serving, and

.enjoying God for ever; a happiness this which

is inesplicable to us while we remain in the
body. Indeed, a full perception of the Divine
glory would not consist with the design of our
present state, with its exercises of faith and
hope, nor with the weakness and imperfection
of human nature, “Now we see through ¢
glass darkly,” says St. Paul, ¢ but then face i0
face.”

The most exemplary of God's servants here
are pot to expect an exemption from the com-
mon calamities of life. The pains and sick-
nesses, the sorrows and trials of this our state
of probation,—these things cause grievous in-
terruption to their bappiness here. But these
are the least of ihe Christian’s sorrows. His
severest trials, his sorest troubles are with sin
and temptation, and under these he would in-
evitably sink, were it not for the supporis of
Divine grace, and the prospect of the happy
change that awaits him, when perfect peace
shall succeed the tioubles and solicitudes of
his prescnt condition, when he shall inherit
that kingdom * where ihe wicked cease from
troubling, and the weary are at rest.”

But believers shall not only see him,—they
shall serve him; and not oaly serve him,—
they shall enjoy him. Xor will any secondary
concerns call away their attention from the
service and enjoyment of God. The business
and blessedness of heaven are the same. Per-
fect knowledge, perfect holiness, and perfect
love must necessarily open the avenues to per-
fect joy ; so that to describe their bappiness is
not possible. In the Revelation we have some
very exalted ideas of the future state, though
it be only images accommcedated to our feeble
powers of conception. ¢ The Lamb which is
in themidst of the throne shall feed them,” says
St. John, “ and leed them untoliving fountains
of waters, and God sball wipe away all tears
from their eyes.” *In thy presence,” says the
Psalmist, “ is fulness of joy; and at thy right
hand are pleasures for evermore.”

I1. We bave next to consider the instru-
mentality of faith and patience in preparing
believers for that heavenly inheritance.

The original covenant was broken on the
part of man; by consequence the way to the
heavenly world was barred against the sinner
by the justice of God, which, like the flaming
sword, ‘ turned every way, to keep the way of
the tree of life.” There was no other way left
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whereby man could be restored to the Divine
favour than that revealed in the gospel, wherein
we learn that ¢ God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish but have
everlasting life.” And when the saccifice of
atonement was made, the commission was
given to the messengers of the gospel to preach
‘ repentance towards God and faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ.” Hence St. Peter cries,
¢ Repent ve, therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out.” IHence the
counsel of Paul and Silas to the trembling
jailer, ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved.” And every one truly
convinced by the Holy Spirit of sin is iavited
to believe the faithful sayisg, ¢ that Ghrist
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
He rejoices in the announcement,—he sees the
Saviour to be every way suitable to his fallen
state. The merits of Christ's atoning blood,
the perfection of his ubedience, the efficacy of
his intercession, constitute a plea which he is
not afraid to urge. Upon this he lays hold,
feeling that “other foundation can no man
lay,”—that there is ¢ salvation in none other,”
—that ‘f there is none other name given under
heaven among men whereby we must be saved.”
He embraces Christ, and resting on his suffi-
ciency as a surety for bimself, he reccives a
title to the favour of God and to eternal lifk.
Thus appears the instrumentality of faith in
this our own day, as when in old times
patriarchs and prophets by faith beheld the
distant glory.

The necessity of patience as well as faith is
obvious, by reason of the delay of the future
blessedness.’ The trials to which true believers
are ever exposed must call for the exercise of
patience, that they may endure with submis-
sion the trials which God majy call them to
bear ; and the more so, as we know they are 4
proof of our sonship, and that they help to
leosen us from this world, to refine and purify
our hearts,and so to prepare us for the heavenly
inberitance. “ Our light afflictions,” says St.
Paul, ¢ which are but for a moment, do work
out for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory.”

Seeing then, that these things are so, how
does it behove Christians to exhort one another
‘daily, ¢ that they be not slothful, but followers
of them who through faith and patience in-
herit the promises;” that they approve them-
selves as  good stewards of the manifold grace
of God;" that they be not deceived by the
thought of the slothful servant, ¢ My lord de-
layeth his coming 7 To each one of us it may
be said, ‘ Bebold the Judge standeth before
the door,”—* The Lord is 2t band,” ** who will
repder to every man according to his deeds:
to those who by patient coutinuance in well-
doing seck for glory, and honcur, and immor-
tality, eternal life : but unto them that are
contentious, and do not obey the truth, but
obey unrighteou<ness, indignation ard wrath,
tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of
man that doeth evil.” (Rom. ii. 6—9.)

Let us all, therefore, take heed to the ex-
hortation : “ That ye be not slothful, but fol-
lowers of them who through faith and paticnce
inherit the promises.”



