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Zitevary otices.

The second, the March issue of the Zheo-
oyue is before us, and worthily succeeds its
worthy predecessor, The contents of the
present number are

Forckuowledge and Foreordination, by
Principul MacKnight.

Robert Browning, by J. S. Sutherland.

How to write and speak the Gospel :—by
Rev. L. G.McNeil.

A strange worthy, (astory of Claverhouse)

Spirit mutterings,

FKditorials.

College notes.

Book Reviews. Imago Christi, by Rev.
David Sutherland,

This magazine is published by the students
of Theological College, Halitax. the prize 20
cents per number, or fifty cents for the three
ssues of the present session,

Address subscriptions to

Mc L. Hervey,
Pine Hill College,
Halifax.

Sermyeks Macazine for February has as
as its first article *‘Life among the Congo
Savages,” by Herbert Ward, illustrated.
"This is of speeial interest now when Stanley's
march is attracting so much attention.—
«John Erricson, the Engineer”,—*A day in
Literary Madrid”,-—*“Through threo Civili-
zations”,—-**An Archacological discovery in
Idaho,” with several storics serial and com-
plete.

Tho March issue of the same contains—*In
the Footprints of Charles Lamb” illustrated.
Sxpintion, Chapters vi-ix 3 ‘A Forgotten
Remnant” by Kirk Munro ;—*In the Val-
ley” Clpters xxi-xxiv, by Harold Frederic,
—~wJohn Erricson the Engineer” concluded s
““Ihe Blackfellow and his Boomerang” illus-
trated :—*A Deedless Drama”, ete.

Price 25 cents a number, $3.00 a year,
Charles Scribner’s Sons.

THE MOTHER'S HAND.

There is no instrument so efficient in pro-
ducing the highest plish on wood or glass as
to be compared with the human  hand.
Lenses, aiter every other appliance has ex-
hausted its utility, receive their finishing
polish from the hand. Piano frames, after
having been “filled” and sand-papered and
“floated” with varnish, receive their final
polish from the hand.

In the family the mother’s haud is the
great polisher. It keeps little faces and
hands clean it keeps little kuickerbockers
and dresses clean ; it closes holes over
knees aud toes ; it fills hungry mouths with

‘wholesome and palatable food 5 it tucks in
the sleeping children at night and keeps out
the cold ; it sovthes weary limbs to rest, and
presses aching heads gently till they forget to
acho ;" it binds up cut and burned and Lruis-
ed fingers ; it holds the cooling draught to
fevered lips : it gently closes the eyes that
lock upon the sun no more; .

In a figure the mother’s hand pelishes the
minds and characters of her children. Her
finger points out the letters on the blocks
in the primer, the page in history, the noble
ideal to be attained, the far-oft goal to be
reached, the rocks o be shunned, the male-
stroms to he avoided,

A youth during the war lay very sick in
a hospital. His mpther had been sent for
and came at mk{night. The lights wero
turned low and she begged that she might
Ttuke the place at his bedside, prowisiug to

keep perfectly quiet, as_any excitement
might be fatal to her son. He wmoved as if in
pain, and she laid her hand silently on his
forchead to soothe hin to vest. At that
touch hestarted up and exclaimed, *‘Turn
up the lights ; Jet mesee who this is ; that
hand must be my mothei’s !’ Ah, how
mauy a brave man in that terrible struggle
longed in vain, to feel bis mother’s hand
laid on him as in childhood.
. The loving, gentle hand of the mother,
i how it restrains and curbs and guides, and
ythat vestraintis felt not less but more when
“the wrist is parted from the hand™ that
carcssed and corrected the growing child.
Said an old lady, <My mother influences me
more now than ever as to iny consciousness
Lof her influence. As I go Dack and back
over ny childhood, girthood, womanhood,
,and wature life, what she was comes out
clearer and more clear, and I find myself-
growing into her likeness and image. I ve-
member what she told me of her mother and
her houschold ways, and as T go about my
house attending to this thing and that thing,
I say to myself, ‘Thus did my mother ; thus
did my grandmother ; that must have done
her mother,’” and the couplet sings itself
through my head.

«"\Ve are travelling home to God,
In the way our mother trod.’”
—8d.

\Ve are always sinning, though if we are
Christinnsrightlyimprovingouropportunities,
our desire to sin willbeconstantly diminished.
Our sorrow for sin, also, will be more guick
and keen, both because we have a more
acute sense of the dishouor we do to God,
and a deeper shame that we are trapped by
temptations it was our purpose to master.
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of 4 and upwards, to onc address. Single copies
40 cents. )

Subscriptions at a proportionate rate may be-
gin at any time but must end with December.

All receipts, after paying cxpenses, are for
Missions.

All communications to be adfressed to

REV. I8, Sco1T, New Glasgow, Nova Scotia.

It may not be amiss to call speeial attens
tion to someof the articles in this issue.

One isa sermon by Rev. John MacNeil, of
Loudon. For years, when a boy, a railway
employee, he pushed himself forward, obtain-
ed an education,and thoughonly a young man
about thirty fis e pears of age, he is minister
of Regent Square Church, the leading Pres-
byterian church in London, if not in Britain,
and his fame is in all the churches. Many
who have read of hins would like to havea
taste of his sermons. They are, tosay the
least, unique. Behind them however is a
something that cannot be transferred to the
printed page, the intense pevsonality and
magnetism of the speaker.

Another article of a different style
that should be read and thought over with
care is Principal MacVicar’s address,** The
teache reproduced in the pupil” The
doctrine of heredity both in blood aud influ-
ence is-a solemn, almost an awful, oue.
Whether for good or evil we live our lives
over again in others. No man liveth unto
himself.

Do not fail tostudy alco the short arlicle
of Andrew Carnegie, the Pennsylvania
miltionaire iron-monger, and his wise words
about the use of wealth. In reading it how.
€ver, do not apply it to others as the goepe
is 3o often applied. Do not look upon it as

APRIL, 1890.

No. 4

— s e e e e ——
-2 e e .- —_—

for rich men merely. The principle applies
to all, to do what is wisest and best with
what God has intrusted to us, neither to
waste on the one hand, nor to hoard on the
other, but to use thie world as not ubusing it,
rememuering that whether our talents of
property are one, or tive, or ten, we are the
Lord’s stewards.

With Der. Cuyler, and his articles
our readers are leng and lovingly
familiar, and those reprinted in this issue
from the New York Erangelist have about
them as usual, all the freshness and vigor of
the things new and old which he brings from
the treasuries of truth.

Mr. Annand’s report of their second yenr's
work is most cheering in its record of pro-
gress. Iven in the short time that our mis-
sionaries have been there, signs of the des-
ert blossoming are beginning to appear. The
story from the New Hebrides from Mr. Pat-
on’s Autobiography shows what dark scenes
were witnessed in by gone days, and in the
light of those dark days the peace and safety
of the present seems the more bright.

The Jubilee of the New Hebrides mission
by Dr. Steele, is in season and will be read
with interest by many of the older people
who remember the days of fourty-five years
ago when our work in the New Hebrides
was taking shape and absorbinginterest. As
we contrast the New Hebrides of a Jubilee
ago with that of to-day we may well say.
“What hath God wrought.”

Dr., Johu Hall, of New York, in speaking
of the agitation for a sharter creed than the
Confession of Faith, well said **Why not use
theiShorter Catechism ?” It will be long be-
fore a better, clearer, fuller, more Seriptural
creed is supplied to the Christian world. Let
the young of our Church be faithfully in-
structed in that, and they will be bhetter,
stronger. more intelligent and useful Christ-
ians.

o i ey —
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In o privato letter just received from Rev.
W. S. Whittier, who has been doing an ex-
cellent work in Australin in the Home Mis-
sion Iield, organizing new congregations he
says: ‘I spent an evening recently with
dear old Mrs. Geddie who is quite active.
It was just one of the romances of mission
life as I got her to dwel on her departure
from Halifex in a packet to Boston, the
search there for a passage further, the trip

of months to the Sandwich Islands, and the !

sty among the misgionaries there. It was
a pleasure to her to hear from them as 1 had
spent a night, on the voyage from San I‘ran-
cisco to Australin, with the oldest of the
missionaries there well known to Mes. Ged-
die.

“I had Rev. II. A. Robertson of Eroman-
goup a few days with me” (Mr. R. has
been in Australin on  furlongh) “and I was
with him at Paramattes. I saw the report
from Truro of Mrs. Robertson's death, and
indeed she was very ill fora time.

Now that it is becoming o matter of less
time than in the old *“Dayspring” days, I
may manage to take a run over to the island
betore leaving this South land”  Apart from
the officers und men of the first Dayspring
we do not know of any from our church who
have visited this our first foreign mission
field. 1 Mr. Whittier suceeeds in doing so
it will be both cheering to the missionaries
and interesting to the church at home.

One of the items of business transacted at
the Presbyterial meeting of the W. I, M. S,
at Stellavton, was to recommend cach of its
30 auxitiaries to write some one of our mis.
sionaries or lady teachers during the year.
This is to bo a part of its work without ex-
pecting any answers from the missionaries.
A most admirable plan.  Let other Presby-
terials do likewise and the wmissionaries will
be all the more gladdened and cheered in
their work.

The groat interest in the discussion of
Revision of the Confession in the Pregbyter-
ian Church of the Uunited States has centered
in the Presbytery of New York on account og

the size and importance of that Preshytery
The majority there was in favor of Revision.
In the three Presbyteries ot DPhiladelphia,
however, the result has been different, the
aggregate vote there beng A7ty-fonr for Re-
vision agamst it one hundred and fourteen.

If Mr. Moady excels in anything it isinin.
tense carnestuess, simple faith, knowledge of
Neripture and loyalty to it, and strong prac-
tieal common sense.  Concerning  Church
Fairs ho grves no uncertain sound.  He pro- -
nounces them an “‘abomination.” * I'he idea,”
says, ‘‘of raflling and voting for the best.
looking man, and having the girls all sell
cigars ! Better you should worship in a barn

. than resort to any such methods.”

Rev. P. M. Morrison writes that during
the next few weeks, up to the first of May,
some 52000 muast be received for the Home
Mission Fund that it may close the year
free of debt.  $3,264.00 has alveady been
received for this Fund during the year. It
is doing a grand work and is worthy of our
most generous support. 33000 has heen giv-
en by the Maritime Provinces to Home Mis-
stons in the North West in response to Mr.
Robertson's appeals.  This is generous but
we must not forget our own Home Mission
Ficld. But a short time remains before the
close of the ecclesiastical year for congrega-
tions that have not done so to forward their
gifts for this good work.

Thanks to the friends who so kindly re-
turned copies of the February Maririne,

Rlanitime  Hotes,

D Thousie College receives $10,000 by the
will of the late John P. Mott. If o few of
our weilthy men when making their wills
would remember Pine Hill substantially it
wounld be a deed well done.

The Manse at Souris, P. . Island, the
home of Rev. J. G. Cameron, was burned on
the night of the 12th Feb. Most of the fur-
niture was saved.

Rev. T. H. Murray, of Lower Musquodo-
hoit, who was injured by being thrown from
his carviage, is making rapid progress to-
ward recovery.
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b The Acadin Mines congregation has three
preaching stations and five weekly prayer-
meetings.

Bay of Islands, Nfld., is again vacant,
through the return of Rev. R. Stewart who
has been laboring us missionary there.

The Presbytery of Truro applies to the
Augmentation Fund for $§150 cach for the
congregations of Coldstrcam and Brookficld,

The congregation of Parrsboro has decided
to be self sustaining and to agk no more aid
from she Augmencation fund. Well doune.

Mr. A. B, Fletcher has been obliged,
through ill henlth. to resign the position of
of Presbyterial Missionary in the Truro
Dresbytery,

Rev. Wm.{Stuart, late of Corleton, N. I3,
and of Green Hill, Pictou, has accepted o
cull to the Presbyterian church at Franklin,
New Jersey.

Rev. J. L. Jordan, formerly of St An-
drew’s Church, Hx., has tendered his de-
mission of the charge of Erskine Chureh,
Montreal.

The congregation of the First Presbytesian
church, Vancouver., B. C., have resolved to
extend a call to Rev. T, Chalmers Juck, of
Maitland.

Rev. T. Sedgewick has heen nominated
by the Presbyteries of P. E. Island, Wallace,
and Lunenburg & Shelburne as Moderator
of Assembly.

Barney’s River, Pictou County, supplied
by Mr. Johin S. Sutherland, last summer,
has asked to have his services again for the
ensuing summer.

The Presbytery of Pictou, at the request
of Blue Mountaiu, has asked that Mr Dun-
can Henderson, student, supply that congre-
gation during the summer.

Rev. Messrs, Dustan, Millar. and H.
Crawford, ministers, with B. L. Nash, and J.
S. Calder, clders, have been appointed by
tho Presbytery of Lunenburg anl Shelburne
as Commissioners to Assembly.

Rev. P. M. Morrison, agent of the chureh,
Halifax, has received fifty pounds from the
Free Church, and fifty pounds from the
Irish Presbyterian church, for the home
mission fund, eastern section.

Three elders, good men and true, Alexan-
der Hill, Nathaniel Densmore, and Robert
McLellan, have been teken from the congre-
gation of Noel, Hants County, by death,
within the past few months. A loud call to
younger men to fill the places of those who
have passed away.

Rev. M. . Henry has spent & busy win-
ter at Harbo+ Girace, Nild., yet vestful when
compared -with the work of his former ex-
tensive charge at Shubenacadie and Stewi-
acke, now divided into two congregations.

The Hunter Fund Committee hns agreed to
loan free of interest for a term of years,$1000
to aid in building a church in Tienton,
Pictou Cow.ty. This station has prospered
greatly under the care of Rev, A. W. Thomp-
son.

The Presbytery of Truro asks the Hunter
Fand Comuwmittee for a free loan, (¢ ¢. « loan
without interest for o term of years to he re-
puid by ingtalments), to aid the people at
Iive Islands in the erection of their church.

Y

The Presbytery of Truro has appointed
Messrs. Jumes Sinclair, Edward Grant, 1.
Stiles Fraser, and A, Geggie, Ministers, with
Dr. Cox, Bl Dickson, James Hill, James
McLellan, and J. Davis, elders, as repre-
sentatives to Assembly.

Pictou Presbytery appointed  Messrs.
Boyd. Calder, Thompson, Forbes, Scott and
McCurdy, mimsters, with Hugh Ross, D.
McDonald, Wm. McPherson, Dr. Stewart,
John McMillan, and R. Murray, clders, as
Commissioners to Assembly.

Presbytery applies to the Augmentation
Fund for the following grants :—ISarlton,
S200, on certain conditions. New Annan,
S143,, St. Matthews and Kunox churches,
Wallace, $100 each, in each of those two
last cases. the amount asked for being $50
less than last year,

The congregation of Pugwash and Oxford
has been divided. The growth of Oxford
and the extent of the field mude this step
necessary. Preshytery asks for 'a supple-
ment of $150 for coch of them during the

become strong self supporting congregations.

The Pictou Presbyterial of the W. It, M.
S. held its annual mecting in  Stellarton,
March 6th. It bas now 29 Auxiliaries, 3
branches and 13 Mission bands. The treas.
urer’s report shoews $336 in fund.  The meet-
ing was a very good one. The next will be
hold in Prince St. Hall,,Pictou, early in Sep-
tember next

Rev. A. W. Lewis will leave Carleton
nd Chebogiie, Rev. J. W, McLennan, Wat-
erville and Lakeville, Rev, Robert Stewart,
Bay of Islands, and Rev. J. F. Smith, River
Hebert. These young men accepted ap-
pointments as ordained missionaries for a
time to help build up and consolidate our
Home Mission Work, and now it is the turn
! of others to tuke for a time the work.

- S o .———

coming year. o hope that both will soon
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PROFESSORS DODS AND BRUCE.

The Free Chureh of Scotland seems to
have no end of trouble with the professors
in the Theological Colleges. A few yewrs
ago Prof. Robertson Smith was deposed und
removed from his chair on sccount of his
teachings regarding the DPentateuch. Now
professors Dods and Bruce are hoth com-
plained against and College committee has
been called upon totake action in the matter,

Says the Presbylerian Journal :

“The indictment groups certain puassages
from the writings of Dr. Dods, under the
heads of Holy Seripturve, the Atonement,
Justifieation. the Sceond Birth, the Diviniry
of our Lord and the Resurrection of our
Lord. T

First, and chief of all, Dr. Dods is chaeg-
ed with denying the orthodox doctrine of
Inspiration, and with holding a theory of
the Atonement at variance with that of
Paul.

Next heis aceused of promulgating views
regarding Christ’s  Divinity and Resurrec-
tion incompatible with Christianity.

Under the third head there is said to be a
marked omission of any explicit reference to
the doctrines of Justitication by Faith and of
the imputation of Christ’s Righteousness,
and he is further charged with confounding
Justification with Sanctification. .

Under the fourth head it is suggested that |
he ignores the work of the Holy Spirit in re- |
generation : and under the fifth, grave ex- !
ception is taken to sentences in the St. Uiles
sermon, which seems to imply that one may |
be a Christian thoagh not acknowledging |

he Divinity of Christ, and that there may !
be a Church of Christ, consisting ot those
who deny his Godhead.

““As to Dr. Brace, a series of passages is
extracted from his book on the “Kingdom |
of God ™

(1} That \he regards the authors of the
Gospels as not in all respects trustworthy —
that it is a possible thing that the Ivange.
lists have intentionally misplaced incidents
in Christ’s lifein order to praduce a false
impression : that Luke may have “invented”
narratives as settings for certain of the say-
ings of Jesus; and that *‘it may be donbted
whether a real knowledge of the historical
Christ be now possible.”

(2)  That liberties are supposed by Dr.
Bruce to have been taken with oar Lord's '
sayings incompatible even with honest bio-
graphical writing, to say nothing of inspira-
tion—that the Fvangelists have added their
own interpretation to the words of the

i

TLord and represented them as actually
sroken by Hiwm; and that they have changed
the character of the sayings of Christ to
suit their own tastes.

(3) That notonly is there an intimation
of a doubt regarding the authorship of the
Fourth Gospel but its report of our Lord’s
teaching is depreciated as bheing very differ-
ent from the original ; but, as if intending to
tear out the very foundations of the Chris-
tian faith. Dr. Bruce questions whether the
Synoptists can be regard d as giviog a per-
fectly trustworthy report of the sayings of
Jesus : and that in treating of the motives
of the Iivangelists no reference is made to
the promised guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Other passages arve cited, relating to the De-
calogue and the power which Jesus claimed
to forgivesins, which in the opinion of the
committee demand serious consideration.”

““Though the notes relating to Dr. Brace
are much shorter than the indictment
against Dr. Dods, they are really of & much
graver character and more likely to sustain
a libel.”

One unpleusing feature of all these cases
is that men accept public and responsible
positions ia the church as  teachers of its
students for the ministry, and accept these
positions knowingthereceived teachingof the
chwreh and pledged to the same while not
in full sympathy with them. When they

l diverge from that teaching. and are far out

of sympathy with the traditions of the
church that appointed them, common hon-
esty would suggest that they should resign
their positions, instead of trying to retain
them and waiting until a process of libelis
taken against them. The result is hard  to
forsee. Both these men have a great many
friends and supporters in the Free Church.
Regarding the action of these Scottish
Professors, Spurgeon speaks as follows :
“The Free Church of Scotland must, un-
happily, be for the moment regarded as rush-
ing to the front with its new theology, which
is no theology, but an opposition to the
Word of the Lord. The Church in swhich
we all gloried, as sound in faith, and full of
the martyr sphit, has entrusted the train-
ing of ita future ministers to two professors
who hold other doctrives than thase of its
Coufession. This is the most suicidal act that
achurch can commit. It is strange that
two gentlemen who are seeking for something
newer and hetter than the old faith, shoald
condescend to accept a position which im.
plies their agreement with the ancient doc-
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trines of the Church ; but delicacy of feeling
is no$ & common article nowadays. Every
man who keeps aloof from the struggle for
the sake of peace,will have the blood of souts
upon his head, The question in debate at
the Disruption was secondary compared with
that which is now at issue. It is Bible or
no Bible, Atonement, ¢cr no Atonement, which
we have now to settle,”

ANDREW CARNEGIE ON THE UsE
OF WEALTH.

Most of the preaching regarding the uee of
wealth has been done by poor men. It is
cagy for unmarried people to discourse on the
training of children, for the average heuwr-
er to tell haw preaching should be done, for
city foiks to run a farm, for the average vot-
er to manage a government, for readers to
know whatshoullandshould not be in a news-
paper. and for people whose purses are like
Pharaoh’s lean kine, to decide what should
be done with wealtt. But, ‘'when men
and women come into any of these positinns
and face the duties and meet the responsibil-
ities,the task is not so easy as it seemed.

Andrew Carnegie, a name deserving of a
high place amongthe world’s benefactors, has
shown both by theory and practice how
wealth shonld be used.

Born in Scotland, he cawe to the United
States like many a poor Scotch laddie, with
good health, good morals, and push, as bis
only possession., To day as a result of his
energy, ability, and industry he is owner
of immense ivon works it Pittsburg, Penn-
sylvania, and worth his millions,

In the June and December numbers of the
North American Reciew he wrote two ar-
ticles ** The Gospel of Wealth” and **‘The
Uses of Superfluous Wealth.”

He preaches the “ Gospel of Wealth” in
this style.

“ Surplus wealth should be considered as
a sagred trust, to be administered during the
life of its owners by them as trustees, for
the best good of the community in which
and for which it had been acquired.” 7%he
man who dies rich dies disgraced. ¢ The
Gospel of Wealth calls upon the miliionaire
to sell all that he bath, and give it in the
highest and hest form to the poor, by ad-
ministering h's estate for the wgood of his
fellows, before he is called upon to lie down
and rest upon the bosom of his mather earth.”

He teaches “‘that to leave great fortunes
to children is improper,” and also *¢ to hoard
during life surplus wealth, and then leave it

at death for public uses.” ¢ The possessor
should during life adninister it for the per-
manent good of communities from which it
has been gathered.” He cites the example
of Peter Cooper of New York, and Enoch
Pratt of Baltimore, as against that of
Samuel J. Tilden, the astute lawyer, who
fuiled to make a witl which stood the test of
the law. Some of the objects for which
surplug wealth should be used, are ftirst, the
founding and support of universities. But
where a sufficient nnmber are founded,
¢ more good ¢an henceforth be accomplished
by aiding those in existence,” Secoud, free
libraries. Third, hospitals. Fourth, public
parks.  Tifth, public halls. Sixth, public
baths. Seventh, churches.  And under the
last head he advocates the building by rich
men, in places where they were bomn, es.
pecially countiy places, elegant churches of
stone, which shall stand as. educators of the
people, in art as well as morals.

Better still he has practiced this Gospel
of wealth. Tu his native place in Scotland
he has given largely this way. To the city
of Allegheny, Pa.,, he has given a building
fora publie library, costing §300,000 which
was dedicated on Feb, 20th.

In the course of ‘his address he said :—

“I wish also that the masses of working
men an t women, the wage-earners of Alleg-
heny, would rememberand act upon the
fact that this is theiv library, their gullery,
and their hall. The poorest citizen, the
poorest man, the poorest woman thas toils
trom morn till wght for a livelihood (as
thank heaven I had to do in my early days),
as he walks this hall, as he reads the books
from these alcoves, as he listens to theorgan
and admires the works of art in thisg gallery
equally with the wmillionaire and the fore.
most citizen : I want him to exclim in his
own heart, “Behold all this is mine. I sup-
port it and T am pooud to support1s. 1T am
joint proprietor here.”

For u library at Pittshurg Pa. he hae given
32,007,000

As ucaution he says :*‘Take care that the
giving shall not have a degrading znd pau-
perizing tendency on its recipients, and so
admimister it as to stimulale the best and
aspiring poor to their own improviment.”

I would not do all, but weuld demand that
the communities shall be seli-helpful and do
their proportion.

I would help those who help themselves,”
To this end he has required the «itics of Al-
legheny and Pittsburga to agree to support
perpetually these libraries at public ex-
pense,
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e Hrebrides.

MR. ANNAND'S REPORT.
Sunto, New Hebrides.
Nov, lst, 1889,
To the Rev, PP, M. Moriison.
For the F. ). Com. E.D.

In submitting to the I M. C. a veport
of our seconel year's work on Santo, we are
called upnn to ucknowledge the Lovd's good-
ness.  11is hand has upheld and protected
us. He bas led us in ways that we knew
not ; and we trust that in some small meas-
ure he has used ug ag his instruments in his
glovious work,  We have no great vesults of
our labors yet to show.  The foundations
are still being laid upon wlich the edifice is
to stand,  However, we have no reason to
be discouraged with what we see.  As much
success has attended our efforts as can
reasonahly bo expeeted from the short time
that we have been here.  Two years and
three months residence among a pigav pen:
ple of an unknown tongre cin not be ex-
pected to produce much change, Our Sta-
tion is however,

THE CENTER OF INFLUENCE FOR GOOD.

Fvery month that influence s enlarging
and increasing. It isa place of peace, =0
that in coming to it. most of the visitors
even leave behind their weapons of war. It
fo a place where people come for help in
gimes of sickness, and when suftering from
wounds and sores. Lo us also they come for
aid when their women and hoys are stolen
away in the semi-slave trade of the islands..
Three Santo lads who were wanderers have’
found a home with us.

ONLY YESTERDAY

a lad came applymg to be received by us.
After fulfilling his three years of service
with a Firenchman, instead of being paid and
returned to his home,he was kept onat work
for another year, at the end of which secing
no hope of payment or veturning home he
ran away and tinally reached Tangoa peuni-
1ess.  1le and one of the other lads are from
the west side of Santo  In brief our home
is an onsis in the wilderness of barbarism,
and an example of civilization and religion
to those sadly needing such

During the past year manv improvements
hav. been made about the station. Several
acres more land have been cleared and plant-
ed with a fine variety of conch grass which
forms o firm sod and keeps down weeds and
bush. Ivery acre cleared and grassed gives
us 80 much more freedom from fever miasma,
hence the expense incurred and labor ex-
pended ave far from heing thrown away. An
other improvement eoffected is that six lme
cottages have beenlerecred for the teachers
and servants ; also a substantial boathouse

with lime walls and iron roof.  Our little
chureh has also bren comforgably seated, the
planks for which were sawn by hand in the
woods.  This much has been done in the
way of health and comfort.
IN THE MORE DIRECT WORK
of imparting _gospel truth much also has
been done. In this department, however,
anskilled Libor avails but little, hence this
has devolved almost wholly upon ourselves.
Two services are conducted every Sabbath
in Tangoan, Hymus ave sung, prayers offer-
ed, and the Word proclaimed in_aundiences
ranging from fifteen to eighty. For the lagt
three mouthn theaverage has beewabout sixty.
ALL THE MEY GETANGOA VILLAGE

excepting four, attend church more or less
regularly.  All who come dress decently
and their conduct at service is commendable.
Sabbath is only partially observed, bub very
few of the penple here now go to their plan-
tations on that day.  Their own holy day,
every fifth,is largely disregarded now.

We have morning school five days each
week but the attesdance is not goud, aud
consequently the progress is slow,  Our
present teacher came only three months ago,
and not knowing the language can give ns
little help yet. He is from Lrakor. We
hope soon 10 get a second from Mr., Macken-
sie. To.day I made arrangements for be-
ginning

SARBATH SERVICES OX THE MAINLAND.

Our literature is yet very scarce. I am
now expecting a fourteen page addition to
our first hook from Sydney by the Day-
spring. This is composed chiefly of Serip-

| ture extracts and hymns. Ivery Sabbath

I read a chapter—or a part_only, if long—of
the gospel by Matthew. Ihave trauslated
and copied out Matthew as far as the 44th
vorse of the 27th chapter. T do not propose
having it published until it is earefully re-
vised and corrected.  (Who will bear the
expense of publishing it ?)

In regard to health we have had a fair
measure, mine has been good throughout the
year ; but for sume months Mrs. Annand
suffored considerably from fever, neuralgia
and nervous prostration.  However, she is
now ahout eotirely free from fever and
neuralgia, and has gained much strength,
so that duty is again a pleasure,

Now with our united greetings to your-
self and all the members of Committee, Iam
my dear brother,

Yours faithfally,

JosEPH ANNAND.
P. S.—Nov. 11th. I have finished Mat-
thew ready to revise it.  For the last two
Sabbaths T have held a service in an old
dancing ground on the mainland with an
audience of 22, yesterday.




P

-

THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN 106

THE JUBILEE O THIS NEW HEB-
RIDES MISSION.

BY REV, ROBERT STUEL, D. D., SYDNEY,
NEW SOUTH WALES,

In Novamber, 1839, fifty years ago, the
“Apostle of Polynesin”—John Williuns—
gaveshis life in an endewsor to pioneer the
rogpel of Jesus Christ in the islands of the
%’ew Hebrides. He had beard of the savage
cannibals of Evomanga, und of the many
atrocities committed by them; but us he
knew the cflects of Christianity on some of
thie Polynesinn islands, he was anxious to
oxtend its blessings to other groups. He
had awakened an immense interest in South
Sea Missions by his visit to Lngland and by
the publication of his ‘‘Missionary Enter-
prises.” No book of its class ever created
so great o sensation, The Archbishop of
Canterbury, after perusing it, declared that
it read like w new chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles. Peers and Peeresses not only read
it, but sent their donations to aid the work
of evangelization in Polynesia. The piess
reviewed it with favor. In a few years
40,000 copies were sold. John Williams be-
came the hero of the hour, and many sym-
pathizing friends breathed their benedic
tions as he sailed away on his new mission
for the extension of the gospel among the
isles of the Pacific. It was not long after
his return to the scenes of his triumphs in
Raratonga and Samou thut he set his heart
on u vist to the New Hebrides. It had been
one of his philunthropic utterances : -‘It is
our duty to visit surrounding islands, For
my own part, Icannot content myself with-
in the liniits of o single reef.” He, there-
fore, took twelve native teachers as pioncers
and sailed in the Camden, under Captain
Morgan, for the New Hebrides in 1839, As
the vessel neared the group he was all anx-
iety as to whether the savages would re-
ceive him in a friendly spivit, and allow the
landing of o few of the teachers to prepare
the way of the Lord. The first island of
the group at which the vessel touched was

Tutuna, a huge rock which rises up 2,000 ;

feet above the sea.  The natives there were
friendly, but there was not opportunity for
making arrangements to locate teachers. It
was otherwise at Tanna. The harbor of
Port Resolution was a safe anchorage, and
had been visited by European traders  The
chief promised protection to the Samoan
teachers, and three were left. To Mr. Wil-
liams this was a notable event. He wrote
of it in his journal thus : “This is a menor-
able day, o day which will be transinitted
to posterity, and the record of the events
which have this day transpired will exist af-

ter thoge who have taken part in them have
retired into the shades of oblivion,”

He little thought that the very next day
would be rendered still more memorable,
not indeed by the landing of teachers, hut
by his ownmartyr death av  Eromanga, on
the 20th of November, 1830, He lunded,
along with Mr, Harris, o young man sailing
in the Camden, und  seriously  thinking of
giving himself to missionary work, Captain
Morgan and Mr. Cunningham also  landed.
All scomed pleasant at fivst, and the party
proceeded inland along the banks of the riv-
er at Dillon’s Bay. Suddenly o shout was
heanrd. ‘The natives became hostile, and it
was necessary to seck safety in tho hoats.
Captain Morgan and Mr. Cunningham were
nearest the shore und got into their boat.
Mr. Harris was struck and fell into the riv-
er.  Mr. Williams was clubbed just as he
reached the bay. No help could be given,
and their friends in the boat saw the na-
tives spear and kill both Willinms and
Harris. Arrows flew around the boat, and
the men had to pull for their lives. The
bodies of tho martyr pioneers were dragged
into the bush by the infuriated cannibals for
their horrid feast. When the vessel reach-
ed Samoa great sorrow was awakened by
the heavy tidings of the death of John Wil-
liams. I'romisland to island the wailing
cry arose, ‘“‘Aue Williamu! Auwe Tawa l—
Alas, Williams ! Alas, our Father !

But as of old, “the blood of the martyrs
was the seed of the church.” It was at
once resolved by the mission brethren in
Samoa that another effort should bhe made
to place Christian teachers on blood-stained
Eromanga. The Rev. T. Heath offeved to
lead the forlorn hope on the condition that
if he also fell, another man should take the
colors. He succeeded in his effort, and in
1840, six monthsafter the death of Williams,
two Christian Samoun teachers were landed.
A veteran survivor of that eventful period,
the Rev. A. W. Murray, author of the
“Martyrs of Polynesia,” “’T'he Bible in the
Pacific,” and other works on missions, visit-
ed the islond in 1841, when Mrs. Wiliiams
was on hoard the mission vessel on her way
to kngland and saw the scene of her devoted
husband’s death in the cause he loved.  The
teachers were found alive, but they had a
tale of living martyrdom to relate, and had
experienced so many sufferings and hard
ships that they had to be removed. In
England, after the sad intelligence of the
death of the heroic Williams, it was also
resolved by the cirectors of the London
Missionary Society to endeavor to plant the
standard of the Cross at once as near as pos-
sibie to the spot where the apostolic pioneer

ot fallen,  Two young missionaries, with
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their brave wives, were forthcoming, ready
to take their lives in their hands and go on
thc perilous enterprise.  Messrs. Nishet and
Turner reached Tanna in June. 1842, and
got what scemed o hopefal rcce{)tion from
the chiefs and natives of Port Resolution.
“But,” Dr. Turner says, “‘we had not been
twenty-four hours on shore until we found
that we were among o set of wnotorious
thicves, perfeet Spartans in the trade, and
like the ancient code of Lycurgns, the crime
seemed to he not the stealing, but the being
found out.” Tor seven dreary months the
little mission party tried all their arts of
conciliation in vain.  Ditliculties increwsed,
and their lives were in imminent danger. At
last, in dead of night, they had to seek safe-
ty in an open bout, but they were driven
back. Tt was a critical condition for them
to occupy ; but providentially a trading ves-
selcalled the next day, and they got a pas-
sage to Sumon, where for nuny years they

rendered fruitful service to the work of

mixsions, and in the closing  years of their
residence trained many native teachers and
pasters, and aided the work of translation
and revised translations of Servipture, till
they earvied through the press an edition of
the whaole Bible with veferences in the lun-
guage of Samoa.  The London Missionary
Society’s vessel from  vear to year sailed
through the New Hebrides group, and the
deputies on board, as Mr. Murray minutely
testities, watched for opportunities of locat-
ing teachers on several islands.  Much is due
to the brave enterprise of these devoted
brethren in connection with the New Heb-
rides Mission, and it beromes ug, as we rve-
call the work of fifty years ago, to record
the fact that it wax the London Missionary
Socicty that pioneered the gospel to thesce
islands where, in subsequent  years, the
Presbyterian missionaries  had  their trials
and trinmphs. It was their vessel that con-
veyed the tivst Presbyterian missionary. It
wax one of their missionaries that stayed
with him during the first year. By their
deputies he was visited and  cheered from
time to time.  The Jubilee hovors and  re-
joicings of the mission must, therefore, be
shared by that great society.

The fivst resident missionary on the New
Hebrides was o Presbyterian -the Rev.
John Geddie. He was a native of Banff, in
Scotland, but had been taken in his infancy
to Nova Scotia, where he beeame, in course
of time, a student for the ministry. He
was licensed to preach when he was ounly
twenty-two years of age, and  was or-

dunined as u pastor at Cavendish, in Prince
Edward Island, within a year thereafter.
He was connected with a chureh compara-
tively small aud poor, and unable to attord

more than a scanty income, often much in
arvear, to its ministers, yet he had the cou r-
age to propose that a Forcign Mission should
be adopted. Tt is recorded that when he
made known his views ‘‘there was not «
nian in the church who thought it practic-
able.  Many looked upon it as utterly chim-
erical, and were ready to pour contempt up-
on it as folly, while even his friends -receiv-
ed the proposal with a smile of incredulity,”
The Church had in all only thirty congrega-
tions in the Provinces, and most were poor
and struggling.  Mr. (Geddie, however, per-
severed, and in the course of a few years,
carried his motion in the Synod.  \When the
proposal to seek & missionary was made, it
was carried only by a majority of one! The
attention of the Board was divected toward
the islands where John Williams laid down
his life, and at length it was agreed that
New Calerdonia should be the field of their
mission. That island had been named by
Me. Williams to the Secession Church in
Scotland as a sphere that might be occupied
by their agents. Mr. Geddie belongea to
that branch of the Presbyterian Church in
Nova Scotia. He offered himself to the
rwork, and was aceepted. He knew how:
little could he expected in the way of sup-
port ; but he was not to be daunted.  After
visiting all the congregations of the Synod,
and endeavoring to excite a prayerful and
liberal interest in the mission, he studied
medicine for a time. In November, 1846,
he sailed aleng with his wife and family.
He was detained at Boston for two months
before he found avessel sailing for the Paci-
fic, and even then the port to which a pas-
sage could be got was Houolulu, in the'
Sandwich Islands, far from the contemplat.
cd sphere in the South Seas. Six dreary
months were spent in rounding Cape Horn
ere they reached Honoluln, and seven weeks
passed before a passage could bhe got to
Samoa.  Mr. Geddie had, however, an op-
orcunity of seeing the working of the
lawaian Mission, aud afterwards that of
Samoi.  When he reached the latter place,
he found that no opportunity could he got
to reach New Caledonia or the Loyalty
Islands for six or scven months, when the
mission vessel Jokn Williams would call
Besides, there then scemed no opening in
these islands, as the energetic %ishop of
New Zealand (Dr. Selwyn) had expressed a
wish to conduct missionary work there. One
of the islands of the New Hebrides afforded
a single gleam of hope, and Mr. Geddie,with
the advice of brethren at Samon, agreed to
undertake a mission there. The venerable
Mr. Murray, who still survives, was a chief
adviser and helper- of Mr. Geddie during

this period. Tt was proposed that one of

.
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the Snmoan missionaries should accompuny
Mr. Geddie for o year, and  the Rev. Mr.
Bullen was chosen to do so, but wmidst pre-
paration for tho expedition Mr. Bullen died.
The Rev. T Powell at the last moment  of-
fered to go with Mr. (ieddie, and they left
in July, 1848. They reached the most
southerly island of the New lebrides—An-
cityum—where some native teachers had
been settled, but what was the surprise of
the mission party to tind eight Roman
Catholic priests and eight lay brothers al-
ready established in the island! The mis-
sion vessel then cruised throughout the
group, calling at the stations were native
teachers had beenleft. It was hoped that
Mr. Geddie might find & home on the island
of Fate. Anawful tragedy had, however,
taken place there the previous yecar when
the British Sovereign had been wrecked.
The crew were all saved with one exception.
The natives appeared at first to treat them
kindly, but it was only to allay suspicion.
The whole of the survivors, twenty-one in
number, each being placed between two
savages in a march, on a given signal were
brutally massacred, and their bodies, divid-
~d among the villagers, were cooked and
eaten by the cannibal people. It was self-
evident that a missionary could not at that
time be safely settled in that quarter. The
mission vessel returned to the South, and
Mr. and Mrs. Geddie, with an assistant,
found an opening at Aneityum, where they
settled under the protection of the chief at
the harbor. The Rev. T. Powell remained
with themn for a year. The Roman Catho-
lic priests and brothers left soon after and
never returued.

The Geddies had to pass through a hard
and trying experience in dealing with a peo-
ple solow and savage. Their property was
stolen, their house threatened with fire, and
their very lives imperilled. Meantime the
horrid custom of strangling widows on the
death of their husbmu%s continued. Inter.
tribal fighting was chronic, and people were
afraid to go from one side of the island to
the other for fear of being killed,cook:d and
caten. There was little to encourage the
mission party  They were, howeyer, cheer-
ed by a friendly visit of Bishop Szhwyn,who
remained & fortnight on the island, and
travelled on foot with Mr. Geddie to sec as
much of native life as he could. He kindly
offered the use of a cottuge at Auckland to
Mr. and Mrs. Geddie should they need a
change for a few months to recruit their
health. On his voyage in 1852 the Bishop
conveyed the Rev. John Inglis and his wife,
with all their furniture, house and luggage,
to Aneityom. Mr. Inglis was a minister of
the Reformed or Covenanting Church in

Scotland, and it was a pleasing circumstance
that an Anglican prelute thus aided  the
Covenanter.  Bishop Selwyn et or after kept
up this friendly relution, and also introdne-
cd Bishop Pattevson to these brethren. o
even asked Presbyterians in New Zealand
to contribute, and on one oceasion brought
over £100 to Messrs. Geddie and Inglis,

By the time Mr. Inglis had settled on the
opposite side of the island, the tide had
surned in favor of Christianity at Mr. Ged-
dic’s station.  Fifteen had been baptized,
and the Lord’s Supper hud been observed on
the visit of the London Missionary Society’s
deputation that year in the John Willicuns,
The two missionaties occupied different
sides of the islund, but labored with equal
zeal and great cordiality. They preached,
taught in schools, translated Secriptures, -
composed, and Mr. Geddie printed a class-
book, built premises, and exercised an in-
fluence for good all over the island. Young
people were all tanght to read and write,
congregations were organized with elders
and deacons, fifty day-schools established,
and over 2,000 persons admitted into. the
visible Church by baptism. The whole peo-
ple were evangelized. It was a marvellous
change in a degraded and cannibal people.
At length the whole Scriptures were trans-
Inted, and first the New, and ultimately the
0ld, Testament were printed by the British
and Foreign Bible Society in London, but

aid for by the contributions of arrowroot
rom the Christian converts. . After a visit
to Nova Scotin iv. 1863, where he got the
translation of the Book of Psalins printed,
Mr. Geddie returned with the honorary de-
gree of D. D., from the Qucen’s University
in Canada, to resume his labors. But he
had to retire in 1872, prematurely aged by
his toilsand exposures. He died at Gee-
long 3 the end of thut (f'cm', leaving a
widow, one son and four daughters. Two
of the latter were married to missionavies
on the New Hebrides. He was a noble,
self-denying pioneer, and led many into the
fold of Christ. He had a happy way of
dealiug with the natives, and was also very
handy in work. It was my privilege, by
the kindness of a few friends, to place a
wooden tablet to his memory on the wall of
the stone church he had erected at Ancl-
gauhat, Ancityum. The record of his lab-
ors, inscribed on it in the native language,
concludes with these words, ““\When he
landed here in 1848, there were no Chris-
tians, and when he left here in 1872, there
were no heathens.” Since first published,
this inscription has gone round the world,
increasing in value, as it was retold, until
the latest account makes the tablet marble

and the letters gold !
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Mr. Inglis continued at his station till
1877, and then 1ctired to carry the Old
Testament through the Press in Tondon,
He also published his translation of the
Shorter Catechism and Mr. Geddie's abridg-
ed translation of the first part of the ‘Pil-
grim's Progress,” and  some hynws. He
added 2 Dictionary of Aneityumese. He
received the honorary degree of D. D. from
the University of Glasgow, and in a green
old age still served the mission both by
speech and by books in  Scotland. His pa-
ticnt toil, his wise management, his clear
style of instruction, and his benevolent life,
nided by his late excellent wife, did much
for the Christianity of Ancitynm. It is
meet that both Dr. Gaeddie and Dr.
Inglis shonld Le: hela in grateful re-
membrance for their successful efforts in
bringing a whole island of cannibal people
into the peaceful fold of the Good Shepherd.
Amidst a decreasing population the cause of
Christthas flourished on the island, and the
contributions of arrowroot from the Christian
church at Aneityum nearly supported ttheir
resident minister—- the Rev. J. H. Lawrie.
This church was the first of the Papuan
race embraced within the visible kingdom of
God, and it became the pioneer of others
among the thirty islands of the New Heb-
rides,

THE SYMPATRHY OF JESUS.

“Inall their afliiction ITe was afliicted."—~Isainh
Iviii. 9.

The union between the Lord and his peo-
ple is real - it is closc—it is vital. \What-
ever affeets them affects Hun,  He has a
fellow-f-eling with them. They neversuffer
alone. He 1s always present; and as the
parent suffers with the child by sympathy,
so the Lord is sai 1 to suffer with His people.
Their afilictions may be many. they are otten
deep they are frequently very painful ; but
in all their afllictions He is afllicted ; and
the angel of His presence saves them.

Believer,art thou sulfering? In thy inind?
In thy body ? Jesus at she right hand of the
Father knews it, He sympathises with thee.
Sweet thought ! Jesus at this moement is
sympathising withme ! He is touched with
the teeliug of 'y infirmities. He knows my
weakuess, my fears, my many trials; He
presents them all to the Futher. and pleads
for me tha. I may obiain wmercy, and find
grace to help me in my time of necd. Pre-
cious Lord Jesus ! may Ijever cherishithe
thought, that thoun takest ;part with me in
all my trials and afliictions, and wilt in
Thive own time bring me through them all.
Gosped Trumpet.

THE TEACHER REPRODUCED IN
THE PUPIL.

BY PRINCIPAL D. II. MACVICAR, D. D., LL. D.
PRESBYTEKRIAN COLLEGE, MONTREAL.

An Address delivered before the Provincial
Sunday School Convention, Montreal,
Jan, 30th, 1890.

I solicit consideration of this :—

1. ds ajact.—\What you are yourself
your pupil gradually becomes, a very serious
matter both to you and to him. All the re-
lations of liteare infinitely serious and fraught
with momentous issues. We mingle in social
intercourse, and life and death are the out-
come of our doing s0, for God says ‘‘evil
communications corrupt good manners.” We
see this terribly verified where unsuspecting
young persons are diawn into haunts where
the wicked are supreme. It is equally true,
aod blessed be God for the law of s kng-
dow which makes it a truth, that stroug in-
tellectual and spiriteal natures unpress
themselves upon others.  If viee i3 conta-
gious, virtue is undoubtedly so. If man is
nawuratly qualified and disposed to dissemin-
ate evil, he cau, by grace, attain and wield
the power to propagate gond. He can sow
to the epirit as well as to the flesh. If, for
example, as a godly and devoted teacher,
you are successful in your work the very
lineameuts of your soul are being stamped
more or less accurately upon )our pupil. He
is the index or exponent of your thinking,
of your spiritual activity and intensity.

The medium upon which you thus work
may be dull and cemparatively unimpres-
sible, or it may be highly sensiuve gnd re-
ceptive, and hence, without any special fault
or merit on your part, vour image may re-ap:
pear obscurely or vividly, all imperfect and
blurred or uccurate and clearly detined. But
reappear it must in some form. You are to
have immortality in your pupils, They will
speak of you when you are gone, and speak
and act under the controlling power of your
teaching without being conscious of it, or
being able to distinguish it from what they
claiin to be the prodact ef their own minds.
They will be the mirrors, the reporters of
your failure or sucsess, and well will it be
with you if able to say in Apostolic words,
‘*Ye are our epistle written in our hearts,
knowns and read of all men, being made
manifest that ye are an epistle of Christ win-
istered by us, written uot with iuk, but
with the Spirit of the living God.

This fact of the reproduction of the Teacher
in the pupil is exemplified-in the formation
and history of great schools of Art, Poetry,
Theology and Philosophy. The critical and
alinost the uvtrained eye can easily distin-
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guish Italian Art from that which is French,
German, or English,  Bach of these nations
has had its great masters, and these have re-
appeared a thousand times in their admiring
pupils.

So in Poetry, while commonly counted a
divine gift, it canvot be denied that the vast
majority of the votaries of the muses sing as
they are taught by loftier spirits.

Theologinns follow their lesders. Great
masters in Israel like Augustine, C:lvin,
Arminius and Luther leave their impress up-
on generations of fecbler thinkers.

Philosophers are no exception to this rule.
They may theoretically assert absolute in-
dependence of thought ; and cach one who
appears in an essay or voluminous treatise
may promise toshew the world truth never
before disclosed, yet, when closely searched,
what they are least remarkable for is origin-
ality. Their utterances are the echoes of the
near or distant past. Take but one example.

God sent Socrates into the world endowed
with amazing power of thought, and while
he founded ro college, and presided over ne
great univeisity, yet as a teacher he so re-
produced himself in hig pupils that after the
iapse of more than two thousand three hun-
dred years they have not ceased to speak of
the Socratic Philosophy. And so in numer-
ous other well knnwn instances Plato, Hegel,
IKant,"Hume and Hamilton might be men-
tioned.

But high above all teachers stands the one
who spake as never man spake—the perfect
one—who is the pattern and guide ot all true
Sunday School workers. They cannot im-
prove upon his metheds.  Their business and
witdom is to understasd and follow then.
Having in himself the fulness of the God-
head, and having come to teach our whole
race, he is represented inand by his pupils in
allages andconntries of the woild,and will be
seen in them to the end, and througheut
eternity, for the ecclesia, the Church or com-
panyof those whom he shall at last have effec-
tually taught ave to continue forever to be
his very body.  “The fulness of Him who
filleth all in all.”

The fact that the teacher reappears in his
pupil is very generally acknowledged, and is
made much of in educational circles. On this
principle pareats select the institutions in
whick they place their children for training
and culture, and it is usual to speak of a
person as well educated because he bears the
imprimatur of 3 certain schonl, Witness the
importance which a young man attaches to
the fact of his being a graduate of Qxford,
Cambridge, Edinburgh, Harvard or Yale,
and he is supported in his belief by a wide-
spread public opinion. He regards himself
as the embodiment of the Spirit and the

learning of his Al/ma JMater, and he is so far
right, making all due allowance for the very
common danger of exaggeration as to the ex-
tent to which this embodiment has taken
place. It may conceded, with necessary
limitations, that the strength and the weak-
ness of a teaching stalt can be more or less
distinetly discerned in the conduct and char-
acter of thoge who pusa through their hands.
“By their fruitsye shallknow them.” Hence
the state of the classes is the best practical
test of the cfliciency of Sunday School teach-
ers. There are, of course, exceptions to this
rule for which full allowance must be made.
The power of the very best teacher to stamp
himself upon his pupil may be largely.neun-
tralized by noisy surroundings and lack of
isolation where he is called to do his work.
Then there are wayward persovs, old and
young, of limited capacity, and abundant
dullness and stubbornuess.” Persons whose
natwies are not plastic, but hard and rigid,
and incapable, especinlly becanse of over-
weening conceit, of being moulded to any
considerable extent. But this is not com-
monly the case inchildhood, at the time we
have to deal with pupils, it is rather true in
manhood, Then, indeed, it must be ac-
knowledged that in some.instances the very
best teacher mav fail to reproduce himself
in hiz pupil. TFor example. Judas Iscariot
entered the training class of Jesus Christ as
a thief, alchough he listened to th.: lessons of
his Master agaiost serving Mammon and as
to the sin and danger of inordinate desire for
riches, he closed his three years’ course in
the best college ever instituted, without he-
ing cured of his over-mastering vice. The
teacher and the lessons were not at fault,
they were most impressive and successful in
the case of eleven cut of twelve students. So
much sb that when Annas, the High Priest,
and his dietinguished associates saw the
boldness of Peter and John as they stood be-
fore them, and “‘perceived that thoy were
ignorant aad unlearned men”—according to
their standard of learning—*‘they marvelled
and took knowledge of them that they had
been with Jesns.” The clearness, courage
aud convincing power with which they ut-
tered their views, and the spirit which™ gov-
erned them brought forcibly to the mind of
the Council the Great Maater by whom they
were taught. They saw in Peter and John
a reproduction, a fac simile, shall I say,
however imperfect,of that unequalled teacher
sent from God—as all teachers should be,—
who was constantly followed by multitudes.

11.—The rationale of the fact.

The question now is by what principles
or law does it bappen that the teacher reap-
pears in the pupil ? We answer (1) The do-

minant thought or passion in the tystructor
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lays hold upon aml prreades his class,

Thev are all affected in degree as he is
himself.  This specinlly the casoe in teaching
spivitual lessons.  The sineerity and inten-
sity of convieti n with which the truth is
held by the ‘Teacher, is in smine weasure
communicated to the pupils. Just as when
one string upon a harp or violin is made to
vibrate foreibly all the rest are moved in
spmpathy with 1t.  Thus it is that a hearty
burst of liughter carvies a whole hounseful
into n sinmnlar suateof mirth. A sudden rash
of anger from one heart quickly spreads
among hundreds. A piercing wail of sorrow
issuing frum a desolate broken heart often
moves to tears those it reaches.  When the
perfect man stoold by the grave of Lazrus
and saw the two sisters of the deceased sob-
bing with grief ‘*Jesus wept.” This is not
an incidental occurence, but an illustration
of the law of onr common humauity. The
call to strike and to resist oppression, uttered
by the leader in tones of determined cour-
age, has juspired a_whole army with the
spirit of victory. Thus all experience more
or less what is originated and propagaterd by
one. This same law, be it rememberel, is
true in relation to our intellectuaul activity
as well asour emotional nature. And as al-
ready hinted the depth and permanence of
the experience we cause others to have are
determined by the vividness and intensity
of our own mental activity., What [ meau
ie this, when in teaching you are so con-
trolled and absorbed by one overmastering
thought that all others are necessarily ex.
cluded, and the enti.eforee of your spiritual
nature is so concentrated upon it that youn
can truly say —¢*This one thing I do”—that
thought is sure to _become the mental pro.
perty of your pupil, to enter into his very
being. Thislaw acts to a gret exteut ir-
respective of the subject matter of what is
being taught. It may be Geography or
Go metry, Histary or the eterral verities of
Christianity. If the soul of the Teacher is
burning with intense concentrated eothu
siasm over the matter in hand, whatever it
may be, he will lay the truth thus appre.
hended upou the mind of his pupil with such
transfarming power as to throw him for the
time being into a precisely similar condition
to his own. When this is the case, success
is achieved —the work of teaching is really
done. But failing ro be thus borae aloug by
astrongly dominant purpose or thought,
which sheuld always be the ceutral or ruling
thoucht of the lesson in the case of the Sun-
dsay School Teacher, his work is largely lost,
and he but fecbly aud obscurely reappears in
his pupil. Deservedly so, too, because he is
lacking in one of the prime elements cssen-
tial to success.

(2) Our passive states of mind yrow wendk:
by repetition.—14 is necessary to explain and
lustrate this law and to show how it acts in
relation to the work of the ‘Teacher.

Passive stutes are those induced by im-
pressions made upoa us through our bodily
senses, and without any effort of will on onrr
part.  The more frequently they are expai.
enced without any active exertion of our
will-powey, the feebler they bechme.  For
example. We witness a spectuele of deep
distrcss and the impression made upon us
the first time i3 strong aud vivid, but we do
nothing, exercise no volition to relieva the
distress. Let this be rvepeated a sutficient
pumber of tunes and the impression becomes
so fecble as to be almost imperceptible.  Our
sengibilities are being slowly but surely dead-
enerd, or we are being hardened by the sight
of distress,

Take as another illustraticn—the case of
the medical student who enters the dissect-
ing room for the fiest time. The impression
made upoa himn by what be sees is deep and
startling. He is shocked, but let him con-
tinue his visits. and pursue his work, ic th:t
same place of ghastly sights forseveral years,
and the impressions made wpon him become
sn enfeebled by repetition that he .scarcely
regards his surroundings as in any senseab-
normal. You see the working of this law.
Louk at auother correlated law :

(3.) Our active mental states are strength-
cned by repetition.—Active states are those
into which we pass by volition by the ex-
ercise of our innate will power.

Look again at a case of ummistakable dis.
tress By adeliberatenct of will you overcome
a feeling of disclination to deal with it, and

_you put yonrself abont to afford relief. That

i3 to say by an act of resolute choice, you
turn to proper account the passive state ‘uto
which yoa have been thrown by the sight of
misery. You do so again. and again, ten,
fifteen, tweoty times. What is atlirmed is
that these repetitions give greater strength,
a larger measure of ability to grant relief—
such actions become easy and natural because
a habis of virtue is gradually formed in the
direction of henevolence, and thus you escape
the serious danger of personal deserioration
by haviug your feelings weakened and de-
stroyed through frequent appeals to them
without :orresponding action on your part.
It is under the action of these laws shat the
readers of sensational novels,and our theatre-
going population inflict irreparable mischief
upon themselves. ‘Their emoticnal nature
is stimulated to the last degree by exager-
ated representations of iinaginary woes over
which they weep in their boxes and on their
luxurious couches, while they do nothing to
relieve suffering humanity at their doors.
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Practical action is wholly lacking with them.
Their feelings are being worn out, so that a
stronger and stronger stimulus is required to
reach them. \\’hi%c no manly or womanly
vigor is being gnined by the cultivation of
active babits of virtue

But what has all thig to do with teaching
and with the tenchel’ being reproduced
in the pupil? Very much. These three
laws namely,~-that touching the diffusion
of strongly dominant idens, that under which
our emotional nature may be weakened and
virtually destroyed, and that by which we
can gain mental strength, and risc to true
manhood aie all operative during the process
of teaching, and success depends in a very
large degree upon wise and skilful compli-
ance with them. But this will be more ap-
parent when we consider— .t

111, The opportunity and dangey involved
i this fact that the teacher is reproduced in
the pupil, )

Generally speaking privilege and respon
sibility go hand in hand. Itis obviously
so in this case.

The teacher of spiritual truth has a grand
opportunity of stamping his own character,
views and convictions upon the minds of his
pupils. Acting under the first Jaw as to the

! propagation of duminant thoughts or desires,
he may through the power of the Spirit of

k:\' God, become to them, not only the instru-
M, ment of instruction, but also of salvation.—

How so?

Let me suppose that he is, first of 211, earn-
estly bent upon the intellectual task, by
means of correct logical arvangement, lucid
statement and apt illustration to make the
mecning of the lesson in hand clear, osnvine-
ing and memorable.

This is a comnmerdable aim, aad when
faithfully pursued woually results in holding
a class together, whether junior or sewior,
and evoking their interest 1 the study of
divine truth. But while thus intent upon
the useful work of instruction, itis only a
means to an end. e has one strong over-
mastering desire in his heart that through
this truth and the wministry of the Holy
Spirit the members of his class may be led
to trust in Jesus Christ for pardon and eter-
nal life. This feeling is so constant and
vehement in his heart that he cannot conceal
it. It isseen in his countenance, heard in
his voice, breathed in his prayers. Without
perhaps making formal announcement of it,
in various ways which it may he impossible
to define, he convinces his pupils of the ex-
istence and the intensity of the desire The
feeling spreads among them, pervades their
minds, or in other words, they respond to
his dominant desire, and the result is that it
rises o God as the united wish of all in the

true spirit of prayer. What then? Wearo
assured upon the highest authority that if
two or three are agreed touching what they
shall ask it shall be given them, and that
“whosaever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” Do not doubt the
possibility of making yonr pupils share your
teeling in their bebalf and thus drawing them
after you into a praying attitude.—

Witness the power exercised through in-
tense desive inbebalf of others by the Apostle
Paul. You recollect now he said to the
Philippians, “I have you in my heart.  For
God is my witness how greatlyI longed after
you in allthe tender mercies of J esns Christ,”
and to the Galatians, “My little children of
whom I am again in travail until Chriet be
formed in you.” And this intense spiritual
solicitation, this agony of soul, this ruling
pnssion of his heart was so reciprocated by
them that he declares, T bear you witness
that if possible ye would have plucked
out you own eyes, and have given them to
me.” So completely were they canied away
by this travail of seul in their behalf. In
another instance, you may remember, he re-
lates that Priscilla and Aquilla, his fellow-
warkers in Christ Jesus, for his life actually
“laiq down their own necks.” And listen to
what he says respecting his Jewish fellow-
countrymen, “For I could wish that I my-
self were anathema from Christ for my
brethren’s sale, iny kinsmen according to
the flesh.”

A mah thus governed by one mighty irre-
sistible desire could not aelp being influen-
tial for good among his countrymeu, and far
beyond them. "And as a matter of fact he
repraduced himself as to thought, energy,
courage and conduct in Barnabus, and Apol-’
los, <ad Timotheus, and Titus, and hundreds .
of men and women caught the spiritual en-
thusiasm of their great teacher and leader.
And thus it is in deprce with every true
teacher according to hisability, and in so far
as the right epirit and aim are overwhelm-
ingly dominant in him ; but let the wrong
spint prevail, and incalenlable mischief and
ruin may be the result.  Whether dealing
with secular or sacred subjects the teacher
should rouse his pupils to the repeated ex-
ercise of active mental states and train them
to think for themselves, that they may thus
develop their faculties, and grow in intel-
lectual, moral and spiritual strength. Rut

here precisely we are upon the verge of .

danger of the most serious nature.  Instead
of aiming constantly, by wise forethought
and.preparation at awaking active mental
states, the teacher may have his pupil al-
most habitually in a passive condition, or
even in a gtate of active resistance, because
not moving along the plane of child nature.
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boisterously with the child’s
ibilitice by scolding, shouting,
threntening and other methods of ghowing
fidslity to professional duty. Forgetful all
the while that the feclings will not stand to
be handied roughly, and if approached in
this fashion they will 1o°reat and refuse to
be deale with. In accurdance with the sec-
ond lnw stated in another councction the
longer this viclous course i3 pursued the
feebler the impression becomes, and if per-
gioted in for years, call usness and general
mental imbectlity are the results.

‘Thus it happens that a pupil o
average brightness and intelligence degener-
ates into a first class dunce.  And usually,
sfter having slowly and painfuily passed
through the detertorating process by which
the vivacity aud freshness of childhood have
been worn off, and the power of original
thinking has been effectually crippled, the
unhappy victim gets credit for having been
a dunce from the beginuing. This is an easy
way of explaining educational failures
wholly from the one side. I do notsay that
Sunday School teachers often bring about
guch 1esults. Perhaps they never do so, be-
cause half an hour of teaching per week amid
the bustle of a large school is insufficient for
the purpose. The evil can only be seen in
matured form where the child is for six ov
cight years subjected daily to such wrong
‘methods. Hence it is not a very anconimon
thing to find boys who have been left very
much to their own resources, who escupe:d
the technical prind of the schools. escaped
the coercion of well-meant but most unwise
training, come to the froat in after life just
beeause they have been free under the in-
fluence of natural environment to exercise
thought instead of heing treated ns animated
recepiacles into which all sorts of stuff should
be poured in the sacred name of educition.

Finally, from this brief discussion of a
single point in the philssophy of education,
one or two inferences ave apparent.

1. The need of special training (o qualisy
the teacher for his work.  This is happily
conceded by the directors of secular, and, to
an increasing exteut, by the mamgers of
Sunday Schools. It isnoet denied that good,
aud in some instances & very great amount
of good, is dene by those who have not_en-
joyed the advantages of guch training. It is |
readily admitted, indced, emphatically af-,
firmed, that a renewed heart, and a mind il
Jamined by the Holy Spirit and gnided by |
his iufinite wisdom are of inexpressibly
greater value than all the Normal Classes
and Teachers’ Institutes can confer upon
those who attend them. But how.much bet-
ter is it when natural ability and bigh spirit-
ual qualifications arc vuited with the skill

Ile may deal
nervous seus

f perhaps |

which techuical training imparts. The work
of the Spiriv of (fod is not hindered but
help by the superior intelligence and atouin-
meuts of the devour, teacher.  There need
he no antagoniem between epivitnal and
educational competency. The deepess de-
‘votion in the service™of God,. the strougest
desne to save souls, to honor the Spirit, and
to exalt our blessei] Redeemer may be found
in minds of the highest culture and most
profound and practical acquaintance with
the science of cducation. And I feet con-
fident that what the Superintendents of the
Sunday Schuols of our land need m order to
inerease the efliciency of their great work is
a large army of such persons. We should
therefore urge godly young meun and young
wotmen to aspire to beecome distinguished by
the thorough masterv of the laws and best
nethods of teaching.

9. Peachers should alicays seek fo be ant-
matud by the right spirit, and to_hace the
right feeling, strongly dominant. But how 18
this to be attained # I can only answer by
hints or suggestions without elaboration.
Cherish an habitual sense of tho sacredness
of your oftice and work, and of the mighty
issues dependent upon it.  We are working
upon immortal spirits, making them more or
less like ourselves, moulding them for time
and eternity. Tnis ig a most serious matter.

Ve, the teachers of the gospel, of God's
nessaee of love, ave a sweet savor of Christ
anto Gol in them that are being saved, and
in them that ave perighing ™ thas is, we re-
present Cheist in the mutter. We.pray them,
n Christ’s stead, a+ d thus become to the nve
g saviour from death unto death: to the
other from life nutw life ”

We, not our message, or lesson, butwe our-
selves are this savonof life and death- “And
j who is sufliciens for these things?" The

question may well be asked, and let it huve
its full force upon our hearts and cousciences
that we may “*Pray without ceasing,” that
we may he filled with all the fuluess of God,
thac His Holy Spirit may be conscivusly oar
teacher, that enjoying this baptism of fire
feom en high, being thus acted upon we may
have that love and  vivid apprehension  of
truth, and that love of souls, and intense
fervoar of heart, which above all things
qualify us to reproduce ourselves in onr
pupils to the glory of Gudyaud their eternal
well-being- .

«Earth’s crammed with heaven,

And every common bush afire with God.’

But we neel to have our eyes anointed
with eye salve that we may see and teach
these wounders,

+Not to enjoy life, but to employ iife.
ought to be ouraimand aspiration,—Macduff
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SERMON BY REV. JOHN McNEIL.

DELIVERED IN EXITER UWALL, LONDON, ON
SATURDAY BVENING, JAX. Oth, 1890,

TTow Glod’s Election Works,
Text.- -1 Sam, xvi. 613,

Our subject is the choosing of a king from
among the sons of Jesse the Bethloyemite.
The royal seat, just like my chair, was wva.
cant, or was soon going to be. The Lord
had rejected Saul from being king over Isracl
and He sent His servant Samuel to choose
Him_ a king to fill the vacancy out of tho
fam ily named. This narrative shows how
the choosing was done. In the same way, I
like to thiuk that I am here to-night, and

great things—although it does not look like

it—are in my gift. 1 magnify my office, I
have a situation to offer. ‘There is no doubt
about the offer or about the gift ; the only
doubt lies with youreelf, as of old the di.
fiiculty lay amoung the sons of Jesse. For
what is the office of the preacher, but always

to be on the errand on  which Sawuel went |

to that glen in Bethlehem of Judewea ?

We are ambassadors for Christ ; we are
here to offer to men a crown, a Kingdom that
never fades away. We offer you this, that
you shall ve believers in God’s dear Son,
which means co-workers with Him down
here, and ¢n-heirs with Him in the eternal
aplendour of the great hereafter. That is
the Gospel as I understand it. A mighty
programune, is it not ? and a programnne the
reality of which is absolutely impossible to
exaggerate-—-impossible. T am not drawing
the long bow ; I amn not exaggerating unor
straining things when I say that, from the
temporal and haman side, which Samuel
brought to David that afternoon was a small
and temporary thing comosred with that
which the preacher brings to every young
feilow, who bas eyes to see and cars tv hear
of the grent Javgess that is brought to him
in the Gospel offer. .

Let us briwg the whole scene before us. I
think I see Samuel going to the house of
Jesse, and he t=lls his errand  He called the
sons of Jesse befora him ; in they came, and
then wonderful things happened, rather up-
setting inuividual calenlatious.  And all
through the story, gets increasingly thrilling
with inteuse dramatic interesr, 1ight on to
the very end ; and let me say that that same
thrill, that same throb, that saume interest,
that same sensation should be wherever the
Gospel is preached—the same kind of breath-
lessness, If you could see a gathering like

this with angels’ you would have the same:

breathlessness to see how near the kingdom

comes to one man--and, God he’p him! he:

goes past it, whileit lights on another sit.
tinx beside him—one young fellow here to-
night suved, ay the oternal day shall show,
saved with an everlasting salvation ; 10-
deemed, crowned, sealed, baptized into
Clnisy 5 all done by the Word of God and
the Spirit of (iad, and his consenting fanh,
on the spot ; and the young fellow sitling
next him as blind as & bat to ir all,

Ab, wake up and listen! “The King has
come in the cadger’s gate,” if jou under-
stand that phrace : the King has come very
near to people who could have had no ex
pectation that He would come so near, when
the preacher stands before an audience in
Londan or anywhere else,

In cameo the sons of Jesse, and first Eliab.
He was the biggest, the “‘brawest,” as they
would say over the Tweed; a big, broai,
buirdly chiel was Eliak, and he came in all
his iuches, feeling ‘‘the situation is for me.
I have only to show myself, and whatever
Samuel has to give, I will get it.” Ta he
came ; and Samuel came near to be inisled
I believe : for even prophets, if left to their
own spirit, will go wrong like other men,
Samuel was going to yield to the aictates of
his own spirit.  You see the need of inspirae
tion, don’t you *—a real inspiration, a mra-
culous interposition aund assistance of tha
bhuman mind by the Divine mind. He was
about to yield to his own inspiration and to
the look of thinys, when he ias puiled by
the sleeve, and the Lord said to him, *‘Sa.n-
uel, look not upm bis height, look not upon
his countenance, secing T have refused him.”
Samuel, the Lovrd sees not as man sces ; mun
can only see face deep and skin deep and
looks deep, brt the Lord looks in upon the
heart. Exit Elinb—the Lord hath not chos-
en him. I think I hear Samuel say to him.
self, *‘Ah yes, what a forlish old greybeard
L had nearly made of myself. Is not thig
precisely the mistake that the whole nation
made, when they chose Saul who has turred
out so badly.” What was the outstandis g
thing ? It was his dimensions ; a great, b g,
strapping fellow, seven by four, is Iliat,
Now, this is very taking, very fetching, es-
pecially when a king i3 waunted, and in th- se
old days a king did not spend azll his time
sleoping on a big chair you calla throne,
with all maoner of flunkeys around him tell-
ing him what a great man he was,and hoping
he wouid live for ever, and so on. No, a
king had to justify his selection. He had to
o out at the head of the army ; he had 10
fight, to show some extra fighting power, It
was very natural, was 1t not~ that Samuel
should choose Eliab?  And when the Lord
whispered to him, or made him conscious in
some way or other of His mind and His
deeper insight, *I have refured him,” I
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rather think that Jliab went out in a fright-
ful rage. How his eye would flarh and his
cheek burn, as with bowed head, he who
came so full had to go out so empty!

Why did not Illiab get Samuel’s gift?
“Ah " snys the spirit of God, virtually,
*‘just becanse he was /o0 hig.  Too big for
the place, too large ; he made ton big a show
in the spirit. And a number of us are kept
from Christ, and kept out of the kingdow,
for the very same renson up to this guod
hour. My brother, yes ; and my sister —for
in this matter of pride there is no distinction
—if ever you comointo the kingdom you
must bow yourself a little. ~ You pull your-
self up too much, and strut about with too
great a display. Let me, as your friend, tell
you that neither God nor man will ever make
much uge of you 1t this rate. The days are
coming—bless God, the days are come !—
when with all the badness of our times there
is & kind of rough, ready, genuine sincerity
about us, and 1 think it is going to deepen,
so that no man will be selected for high
place who has simply show and appearance
and name. It wos not a walking policeman
for a pantomime who was wanted, it was a
king :and Lliab would not have done for a
policeman cven.  If you are going to be
proud and lifted up, man, you will do for
the devil, and wiil con.e to the devil's re-
ward at the eod.  But the Son of Gid will
do without you. )

If there is anything, my brother, that God
sets Hum:elf against, it is this. Listen, I am
not enaggerating, A high l.ok is an abom-
ination unto God ;7 and that is what makes
me tremble for eome people when I am
preaching the Gospel.  Unless my judgment
atterly fails me, you have not a gracious
look, my poor lad ; 1t does not seem as if the
humbling and subsequently elevating grace
of God had ever scratched the surface of
your pride. There is a veneering over you,
and would te God, as your friend, I cuuld
strip that paint o't That is why T say the
straight thing. Thereis to be *‘A Straight
Talk,” as I read iu the notic s, next Sabbath
afternoon ; I will give it you before that
time : the straight talk is ou, and 1 hope you
you are listemng, for nothing else will do in
these days but very stiaight talking indeed.
1 sometimes wonder ag a natural man, that
the people come back to me at Regent
Squarc. But they do. It is a \»;onderful
thiny that straight talking, in God’s name,
does not empty churches ; no, blessed be
GGod ! it fills them. Jeople come back to be

battered and pounded where you struck
them last week ; to get it all over again ; for
I do believe that where we are honest with
the sure truth of God, though men may feel
badly, and even say hard things against the

preacher, in the sccret soul there is o bell
ringing respimsive to the truth. T know it
is vasping, it is irritating to be made to feel
““I ecould pitch my book at that Scotchman’s
head. although heis, I believe, telling the
truth, Fire away, my friend ! only let me
be faithful. Eliablost the throune, not be-
cause clection is favouritism and selection of
a capricious and arbitrary kind, but in mer-
¢y to bimself, and the kingdom, and cause
c;f Cod, Eliab was sent out ; he would not
do.

Now, will you remember that the Lord
Jesug Christ, for whom I plead to-night,
looks upon the heart, and a high look and a
lofty look are an abominatiéon unto Him. He
will go past us, notwithstandingallour physi-
cal inches, and all our intellectunl endow-
ment, and He will take somebody out of the
putter, lift up thet soul, and show that He
is beholden absolutely for rothing to pride
of mental or bodily girth. He is beholden
to Himself, and to I{imself alone. Be huni-
ble, my brother, be lowly and resist pride.
“He giveth grace uuto the lowly.” If you
won’t take it from the Bible, turn up your
Shakespeare and his splendid list of king-
becoming graces ; and as you read them, you
will very likely cometo theconclusion that
Eliab was very poor in their direction.

But before Sanmuel got to David he had
more to do with other sons ot Jesse. 1Iu
came Abinadab, the second ; and he said,
“Neither has the Lord chosen thee.” Then
came Shammah—he passed by and out. And
seven sons of Jesse, in they came, and out
they went—excunt omnes.  Now, why did
these lose it ? Look at that procession—shall
I call it the “‘rogues’ march”—and 1 ask,
what was wronyg in them? Well, I +hink
this is it : Bliab lost it because he was too
big, to much concerned with himself, too
proud ; he would net do.  And I rather
think these other sons lost it because they
were away at the other extreme ; while
Lliab was too big, they.were *‘ower sma’ ’—
too small, too little. Do not go about flaunt-
ing abous like n peacock, drawing all eyes
to yourself and your strutting. But, on the
other hand, and as mach on the other hand
—would God 1 conld be as “straight ”—do
not be a nobedy. Do not be 2 round O, a
mere decimal ; and do not be thus, because
life has in it onc splendid, golden, glorious
opportunity that should compel every man
to be bright and eager, and on the luokout
for it, as it comes within his reach.

But these seven sonsof Jesse—oh, well,
I suppose they were just like a great many
of ourselves. They were not proud like
Eliab, not ambitions with an uvholy,
blown-up ambition : we can think of them as
being too fur the other way. When they
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heard that Sauwuel had coma to cheose a
king from among their father's sons, LKliab
went and *‘sorted” himaelf, aud came in to
look his best. These others came in to
grumble that they were taken from the
plough tail, and they would say to the ger-
vant who came to call them in, ““We don’t
want to be kings ; we have no ambition for
this vacant situation ; it will introduce ag,
supposing it is real and true, to considerable
+roubles ; it will take us away from home.
away on uuntrodden ground ; it is calling us
into great deep waters, where we shall lose
sight of land ; and we - ould rather stay at
home. If Samuel had been yowrself or my-
solf, Abinadab and Shammsh and the rest
would bave said, “Nn. thank you ; it is not
for us ; give it to Eliab ;" and of course al-
ready hiz chance was gone. Now, my friend,
you sce the point. I would to God that
every congregatipn gathered to heal: preach-
ers in London to-day could just sce it! Do
not pull the wool, uor let the world and the
devil pull the wool over your eyes. On the
one hand, do not be in the inflammation of
devouring ambition ; and on _the other do
not be o noodle, o mere nose of wax ; but for
your own sake, undorstand that the kingdom
of heaven has come nigh unto you when the
Gospel is preached. Wake up! This is
warth listening to ; it is worth comiog into
a Gospel meeting.  There is a chance here
that is nowhere else except in meetings like
it—na chance for you, and you may have it.

I think, too, that itis depressing to read
how these seven came in and went ouk,
when I read their names, becausein the Old
Testament names meant something. Names
nowadays mean nothing ; they mean less
than nothing. and vanitv. The poorest sneak
of 2 ereature in your office, may be William
Whallace, or Robert Bruce, or Cromwell, or
Milton, or <omething like that. Names
mean nothing.  What iiserable crantures
one meets who have great names stuck nnon
them! I met, not so long ago, a poor abject
craature with the glorious name of Hampden
stuck upon him as a kind of savcastic label
of what he was not!  So you have it here.
One of these is Abinadab, and another Shqm-
mah; great names that have something
noble in them, as many Hebrew names had.
Yet, notwithstanding their names, these may
be no more in the owners of them than a
day’s work, a dav’s whistling at the plough
tail, an evening’s pleasure, a night’s sleep,
and their wages, Now, is not that ahout
the'compass of what ocenpies your thoughts ?
Only get you a good “crib,” a goud ~‘screw,”
as you call it; comfortable salary, hours
nine to five, and one on Saturdays, a prospect
of advance as per-sale, and that is all; you
are quite contented and quite satisfied. God

forbid I should be hard on anybody ; but,
man, T wish you would streteh yoursclf !
Life means more than a day’s work, more
than a night's pleasure, more than a night’a
sleep ; life meaus a chance to be saved, &
chance to be redeemed, a chance to be born
again, & chance to become sons and daugh-
ters of God Almighty, and o reign with
Christ for ever and cver!—that isin this
dull, humdrum plodding, work-a.day flife of
ours, through Godx grace in the Clospel, Do
not let it go past ; do not let these splendid
days given to you here on carth go past,
while you *‘steal inglorious to the silent
grave.” Wake up ! and when God comes to
be ready for him. *‘Grasp the skirts of hap-
py chance, breast the blows of circumstance.
and grapple with your evil star.”

For it may be done, and gloriously done,
by the furthest back and the most unlikely,
if only, unlike thosas solid stolid sons of
Jesse, we understand the situation, and yield
to the call of Christ in the Gospel invi-
tation.

Oh, they lost it, they sadly lost it ; aund it
came 80 near to them, and it hung after all
80 far above their heads ! For when we are
going to be nobodies, Ged will treat us like
that, and will not come and thrust upon you
this salvation of yours, thab cost Christ His
precious blood and all the wonderful thirty
years of His incarnate history here among
men. Do you think that after Christ went
through all that o found His kingdom, to
found and build and set up His kingdom :
do you think that after that He is going to
fill it with namecless nobodies like you and
me? Heaven help us ! what would we bhe to
Him? No, no, let us understand, the king
wants men ; that is whv He has not some ot
us set—because anybody won’t do. He will
make us men if we will only come to Hiwm,
and allow Him to do His work, He will
stimulate us, rouse us, recover us from ald
the down-dragging tendeucy of this weary
world, and open our eyes to see that Christ
is here, and it is in our opportunity to make
ourselves His, with all that that means for
ever and ever.

They missed it because they deserved to
miss it ; because it would hdve been wasted
on them. Now, kow did Davidget it? For,
don’t you sce, after these sevencame in and
went out, David’s turn came? I can imagine
Samuel getting a little peppery ; he turns
rouad t> Jesse and says, ‘‘Are all your ohil-
dren here ?” It looks as if he had come ¢n a
fool’s errand. He had come to give a crown,
« kingdom ; and the Lord had sent him, at
least he thought so, to choose a king from
amongst this man’s sons ; they had come and
gone, and still he was at aloss ; and it does
look as if a blush of shame would steal
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across Samuel’s face.  And what was Jesse
to think, when the Lord had come by Samuel
to choose a king, aud there was a hiteh, a
mistake, or a breakdown somewhero ; for all
these seven had come aud gone, and not one
of then was chosen?  Samuel, as I have de-
scribed, turns round aud says, ‘‘Are they all
here"?  And I fancy I hear Jesse saying,
o Well, when I think of it, there is the
youngest, a meve stripling, out there keeping
sheep ”

Samuel said, send for him ; send for him,
for we will not sit down until he comes. I
wasg sure they were nob all here, thongh 1
di 1 not know your family, I knew Ged did
not seud me on a fool's errand, I kuew I
came to the right house,”  Listen to this de-
seription ; The devil has not all the fine fel-
lews. Ilere Davad comes in, and he is
described for us ; just as Iliab was described
80 Duvid is.  And they sent and brought
him. Now, hc was ruddy, and withal of a
beautiful countenance, and goodly 9 look at.
The Lord has no objection 1o fine looks, the
Lord has no ebhjection to a fine physique, and
noobjection toyour developing your phisique,
In all ndtural,healthful gymnastic exercises,
a3 far as you please, and as far as you may,
Oh, duv not make the siightest mistake ! —the
Lord has no special delight in shambling peo-
ple who walk on the nppers of their buots to
save the soles, astsome people do.  Tne Lord
has no particnlar delight in rouud shouiders
and broken wind—not he. David was ruddy,
comely, and gomily to look upon.  As his
after-history shows; a splendid fellow, a dar
ing fellow, with a keen eye in his head, and
a big brain behind his eye, and a bursting
heart inside his bosom.  An all.round man
was David, who w.s shepherd. soldier and
king in oue lifetime, and played his part well
in all three,

Giod never wastes Himsclf on nothings
and nobodies.  Of course, to Him be all the
praise, to [lim be all the glovy; it is He
who makes us what weare.  Oh, will you
hnmbly return from the pride and conceit
that are killing you, and come to God, for
He will build you up on a new plan alto-
gether. . »

Tn came David ; and the Spirit of God said
to Samuel whenever his eyes lit en him,
“Aris>, anoint him ; for this is he.” Wedo
not profess to be thought-readers, and yet
whon we stand here, we preachers, or in
vaces hike this, and have no manuscripts to
{aury our heads in—and thatis a great ad-
vontage—when we can louk straight into the
eyes «f people, we think we see men who. if
they are not on Christ’s side they shovld be.
1 will give you a call to-night, in case you
should start the objection that you have not
yet got it.  Man, you should be ; you look

as if you belong to the “King’s Own.” There
is a fine look—what you have in David—a
free, open, manly, ingenuousness, No con-
ceit, you know, no pride, no cuiling of the
lip, with all his good looks and natural abili-
ties ; u gentleness, a nobleness, and a frank-
ness ; and on this high and holy day God
anomted him, and sealed all these natural
qualifications for his own, and put that ex-
tra plus to them all chat comes out of His
grace and His call and His anointing, seal-
ing his youth.

“In life's gay morn, when sprightly youth.
In vital ardour glows,

And shines in all the fairest charms
That Beanty can disclose ;

¢“Deep on thy soul, before its powers
Ave yet by vice enslaved,

Be thy Redeemcr's gloricus name
And character engraved.”

I bave kept you too long, and will let you
go with one other word. 1 forgot that we
did not begin until half-past seven, and the
hour Legins to wax late for some,

How did David get it ?

First of al), and very bricfly, let me say,
he got it because he was there to get it
VWhen his father sent for him he was keeping
sheep, very likely near the honse, aud when
they went for the stripling bhe was faithful
to his charge. His father said he was keep-
ing the sheep, and when the messenger went,.
there he was. If we had been David—you
remember how we did when we were young.
T remember how I did. If you had sent me
to keep sheep, half-an-hour afterwards where
would I have been and thesheep too? Ive-
rmember once being seus to keep crows out
of a feld—a very important bit of work in
the country—and half-an hour afterwards
there were multitudes of crows, but no boy !

Suppose somebody had come to my father
and gaid, ‘I want to choose one of your
family for my situation, and I had been con-
sidere1 likely, and that I had been sent for,
expecting to find we, fuithfid to little things—
namely, keeping crows away—Dbut, lo, I was
gone away hazel-nutting or bird-nesting,
miles off ! The point is this : Be faithful
where sou ave ; be faithful in keeping sheep;
be faithful in the office ; servant, be faithful
down in the kitchen ; wherever your sphere,
be diligent ; be your best in wha% you are at,
though it should be as humble as keeping
sheep, and it does not need a great deal of
intelvcct for that—you don’t need to be a
member of the Browning Sceciety, nor to
have read the hundred best books, to keep
sheep. But you do not need qualifications,
that the darkest days when poor David was
hunted amongst the hills, when he might
or you will not manage. Now, my brother,
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my sister, I do not say do not be ambitious,
but I do say. in your calling be faithful and
diligent., *‘Seest thou a inan diligent iu his
business,” says the proverb ; “*he shall stand
before kings—he shall not staud before mean
men.” And if yon want the call of God in
the Gospel to surely and certainly settle on
your head, be on hand when the call is made,
be on hand when the offer is given.

I want to say a word about non-church-go-
ing. Man, you are playing the devil's game,
and he is winning with that trump every
time, since he got you to give up going to
hear God’s Gospel preachers, and since he
made you think there is nothing in it. Itis
a Jie, deep as hell ; there is everything in it.
Be a man, -be faithful, be diligent, use all op-
portunities ; donot iss such a splendid
chance when it is going ; you may rue with
every vein in your heart to all eternity—the
bad use to which you put the splendid op-
portunities that London gives for being saved,
with all its badness and  wickedness.  Not-
withstanding all, there is the Gospel, and
God is behind it, and His offer is sincere ;
theiefore, (uit your careless ways aud be on
hand, be in the market when the marketing
in heavenly merchandise is going on. -

David got it because he was there to get
it and, last of all, because he took it. Xx;'ou
can imagine David being just like che rest,
and saying to Samuel, 1 beg to decline.
Really, Samuel, you have landed upon we
too suddenly ; don’t you see, prophet, I
have no.time to think of this? T was out
there keepiug sheep, and I was suddenly
called in ; and here you are going to make
me king, with all that that involves. I have
no dambition that way ; itis not for me ; give
it to Etiab”—[ think they all thought Iliab
was the man—*‘and let me go away back
again.”

““I'he pride the devil loves liest tn see,

Is the prige that apes humility.”

Do not hang back and say, ‘It is not for

me.” Do not look on my face asad say,
“But, McNeill, man, have mercy on a

fellow 7 Almost unconsciously you say, “I
came in to-night off the Strand, and never
expected to be bombarded after this fashion.
If you had only given me notice as tn the
lines you were giiug to take—really, I will
need to go lhome and think over this.”
Don’t. It does not need thinking over, Just
ag you are, and where you are, do what
Davil did. I thipk there is nothing more
splendid. 1t shows the reack of that- young
stiipling’s heart and wind, that when this:
was sprung upon him, he rose to the occa:
sion. It was well done on hoth sides. Sam-
uel did well, and David did well when he
bowed his head.and let the dignity and the
honor with all therisk and peril, for a time

come down upon him, Ho stooped to con-
quer! So we all overcrme our obstacles in
connection with the acceptance of the Gos-
pel. Do not take it home to think about it.
‘The chances are—and here tho parable of
the sower comes in—that as surely as you
2o out into tha Strand undecided, the devil
will pick your pocket of my invitation and
eall to come to Christ. For many of us are
like the wayside hearecs. *“The fowls of the
air came,” says Christ, ‘‘and picked up the
seed.” Before you get many blocks along the
Strand, tho devil with his black wing ~will
have swept your mind bare and empty of
every honest appeal that I have made to you
tosnight. He will, he does it; wherever the
Gospel is preached, the devil is there you
may be sure. Do not take it into further
consideration ; but I am here to-night to
make an  houest ofter: ¢“\Whosoever will,
let him take the Son of God freely.” ‘“Him
that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast
out.” Do what young Duvid did ; although
it spring upon you, alrhough you did not ex-
pect it, and although it seems to interfere
with your other engagements, perhaps for
to-night and for to-morrow. Ah! I know
what is keeping some of you from yielding to
my grip—for Thave a grip of you by the
hearr, and by the. conscience to:night.

*Wot-yo not that suchamun as I ain can:
certainly divine?” T have got you by ‘the -

truth of God, I have grappled you to me- as

with-a hook of steel, but'the .devil iswhis~-

pering in your car, *“Thut engagement tc-mor-
row night, it will break that—what are you
to doabout that 2 Put thy foot on that if
thou wouldst be saved. “That man you
have tv neet, that guilty assignation you
have to meet—what about that ?° says the
devil. The harlot’s face comes up before
your eyes. God grant that may see the
peint, and be sickened and disgusted ; and,
glad that you are here, clutch at my offer,
and believe me, He into whose service you
come to-night will stand by you to-night,
will stand by you to-morrow. Break all your
own engagements ; allow all your own plans,
your lawiul plans as well ns the unlawful
ones—let them po to the winds. Christ has
a plan for you, Christ has a purpose for you;
it will eateh you ; and lift you ; and “will
carry you forward to all eternity,

(Al ! this great day thet came to David
did bring hiwm trial, 1t did briyg him trouble,
it did bring him suffering. e was not call-

-ed to the throne, nor after that to the skies,

- “On flowery beds of ease ;"
but he was kept, he was sustained, he came
to the'kingdom, and he came to the Eiernal
Kingdom in the fullness of tie also. There
were dark days when poor David was hunted

among the hills, when he might hive said'

s

bomme +comiive s ot s T
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have said that darkest day that ever came to
him was the dav when Samuel ¢ime and
called him from following sheep to be God's
anointed king.  But he held on to God, und
God held on to him ; and God justified all
that He had sid, aud (God fulfilled all that
he had promsed  Now, will you take Christ
to night, my brother, and remember that all
I have sald is 1o exaggeration ; if you take
Him, and He takes you, *‘All things are
yours, for yeare Christ’s and Christ is God’s”
““lo that overcometh shall inherit all things,
and I will be his God, aud hoshall be My
son. To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with Me on My throne, oven as Lovor.
came, and am set down with My Father on
His throne.”

Take Chuist to-night, now, when the offer
is made in the Lord’s great name;and al-
though we may never meet again, I will fore-
cast your future befove I sit down. You may
never makea fortune in London nor any-

where clse : you may be called upon to lose a
fortune because of being faithful to Jgsus
Christ; you may live a long, toilsome,
troubled, persecuted, seemingly undesirable
life ; but fifty years after this—that is a big
jump—if you are then dying, and know it,
dying intelligently : if .you are dying in the
faith and fear of Jesus Christ, this night,
this building, this unfamiliar preacher, with
his rude, his seemingly rude, and rough and
woisterous ways, will come back upon yeu,
aud your dying eye will brighten, and I can
hear your dying tongue saying, *‘Aye, itis a
long, long time since that nignt, but I ac-
cepted the preacher’s call, I closed with
Christ, and although I hiave not been what [
might have been, I have fought a go.d fight,
I have finished my course, I have kept’—
what a shout {—*‘I have KEPT THE FAITI!’
See that, oh world, ch devil, oh Babylon of
London, “I have kept tho faith .” It reminds
me of some lines from Sir Walter Scott when
he is describing the dying of Marmion : you
remember how a certain name told on him,

‘“The war that for a space did fail,

Now trebly thundering swelled the gale,
And ‘Stanley' was tae cry.

A light on Marmion's visage spread,
Anud fired his glazing eye ;

With dying hand above his head,

He shook the fragment of his blade
Aud shouted victory "

So with every believer.  We shalil live
victoriously ; we shall die ‘‘more than con-
querors through Hiwm that loved us.,” Rise
to the occasion, my brother, my sister; do
not be battered and flattened down to the
level of the world, and bend your head and
bend your heart ; let the Word of God come

into you, and the Spirit of God take hold of
you for Christ, for ever and ever. *

May we be bound up in the bundle of life
with David's Greater Son, Here is our
security : “Once I have sworn by My boli.
ness that [ will not lie anto David, His
seed shall endure for ever ; and his throne as
the sun before Me” Amen and Amen,

WHY NOT I'0-DAY?

How mauy souls ava lost by delay ! Duty
iz simply neglected, Obedience to the Divine
call is postponed. The spirit is not wel-
comed to-day, but put aside for to-morrow.

Reader, you hope very likely to be a real
Christinn some time, and fit to go to heaven,
You hope to repent and believe on Chlirist.
and have a good hope before you die. But
why not to-day ?

\What is lo prevent you? Why should you
wait any longer 2 Why not this day awake
and call upon your God, and resolve that you
will sleep no longer? I set before you Jesus
Chriss, the Saviour, who died to make atone-
ment for sinners ; Jesus who isable to save
to the utterinost, Jesus willing te receive.
The hand that was nailed to the crossis held
out to you in mercy. The eye that wept
over Jerusalem is looking on you with pity.
The voice that has said to many a wanderer,
“Thy sins are forgiven.” issaying to you,
“Como unto Me.”

Go to Jesus first and foremost, if you
would know what step to take, Think not
to wait for repentance and faith anda new
heart, but go to him just as yonare. Oh
awake thou that sleepeth, and Thrist shal)
give thee light. Why not to-day?

Sabbaths and ordinances are contivually
witnessing against you; they are ever pro-
claiming that there is a Go:l and a judgment
and you are living as if there were none.
The tears and prayers of godly relations are
witnessing against you ; others are sorrow-
fully thinking you have a soul, though you
seem to forget it. The very gravestoues
thet you see are silently witnessing, *‘Life is
uncertain, timeis short, the resurrection is
yet to come, the Lord is at hand 1 All, all
are saying, ¢ Awake ! awake!awake 1”

O reader ! the time past may surely suffica
you to have slept. Awake ts be wise.
Awake to be safe. Awake to be happy.
And why not to-day

Nearness of life to the Saviour will neces-
sarily involve greatness of love to him, As
nearness to the sun increases the tempera-
ture of the various planets, so near and in-
timate communion with Jesuns rises the heat
of the soul’s affectious toward him.—Spur-
geon,
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A MISSON TOUR IN SCOTLAND.
BY REV. A. T. PIERSON.

Dr. A. T. Pierson, late pastor of the
Bethany Church, Philadelphia, who recently
reigned his charge to devote the remainder
of his life to the cause of Foreign Missions in
the Home Tield, has spent part of the winter
in Scotland. Writing from LEdinburgh to
the Missionary Review he soys:

“\Vith December 31st the mission tour of
“SQeobtish churches, which has engaged my
- attention for more than a month, closed for
the time, to be resumed in February. Itis
purposed to give January to London and the
great centers of population in Tngland, and
then, if God will, to give two months unin-
terruptedly to Ncotland, until at Teast all the
main body of the population has been over-
taken.

Tt way be generally said that the results
thus far every way, so fir as they can be
now estimated. abundantly repay all the cost
in time anw toil. On Monday evering, at
Airdrie, I gave the fifty-seventh address on
missions since the Borurie landed her human
cargo on the 16th of November.. Tivst, I
spent between shree and four days in Liver-
pool, of which some account was given in a
previous letter. Then, on November 20th,
a welcome meeting was held in the Churcn
of Scotland Assembly Hall, in Ldinburgh;
and from that day the meetings were held
almost daily until the year closed.

The very efficient committee at Edinburgh,
supporsed by a commistee in the West of
Scotland, have arranged the ensire tour, at
my request, s» that all I have had to do has
been to go where I have been sent, thus re-
lieving me from all needless correspondence
and perplexity. The arrangements have all
been singnluly complete. ~ We have been
met at Lhe trains and escorted to hospitable
homes ; welcomed with a genuine cordiality;
we have foun1everywhere warm hearts and
exceptionally generous co operation, Ihe
whote tour reminds me of Paul’s testimony to
the Galatians, who “received himas an angel
of God, even as Christ Jesus,” fand would
have plucked out their own eyes and given
them to him.” We have mes abundant hos-
pitality and Christian generosity elsewhere ;
but never any experience of loving kindness
that on the whole quite equals this.

A word further ought to be added as to
the way in which the meetings have been
planned and concucted. The resident clergy
and leading laymen and laywomen, too, have
been enlisted in the movement in advance,
and their cordial support secured. Then
their preference for the time, hour and place

of meeting has as far as possible been con-
sulted. 'The meetings have followed each
other in so well ordered a scheme that there
has been neither loss of %ime or retracing
of steps. Dwuring thesc past thirty days
there have been large and enthusiastic gath-
erings at Leith, Peebles, Innerleithen, Dal-
keith, Haddington, Glasgow, Port Glasgow,
Dumbarton, Holensburgh, Kilmarnock, ais-
ley, Irvine, Ayr, Greenock, Gourock, Strat-
haven, Bothwell, Familton, Wishaw, Lan-
ark, Motherwell, Airdrie, ete., and in all
cases the audiences have been large and the
attention enrnest and absorbed.

The plan hos been connected with a few
features of marked value, which might be
imitated elsewhere.  Afternoon meetings
have been held for women especially, and ad-
Aressed ordinarily by some man and Woman
who have been on the foreign field and were
at home on a furlough. Then in the even-
ings, general meetings, held in the largest
available charch or hall, addressed generally
by one of ‘these returned missionaries and
myself, and sometimes briefly by some one
of the local clergy. Svme man or woman
hasbeen called to preside at the respective
meetings, whose name and known interest in
missions gave added power to the gatherings;
and the commen custom of voting thanks to
the speakers, which often diverts attention
from the subject matter to the person bear-
ing the tnessage, has heen happily omitted.

Scotland is a land of martyrs and mission-
aries, and the two naturally go together.
The martyr spirit has survived the martyr
fives, and so the vital energy that once made
martyrs now 1uns into the channels of mis-
sionary ehthusiasm. We go nowhere without
fealing ourselves to be on holy ground.
Hullowed associations make every spob
sacred. As Bothwell we had towalk but a
few steps aloug the Clyde to find ourselves
confronting the mills were David Livivgstone
worked, and the humble home of Blantyre,
where that “‘adventurous laddie” first saw
the light. At Strathaven we were but seven
miles from the battle field of Drum Clog,
where Douglass led a.little band of Covenan-
ters against Graham, of Claverhouse, with
the royalist troopers ; and from that little
town where the hand loows still produce
their beautiful products, went from one
house, William and Gavin Martin to India,
and James Martin to Jamacia, and James
Martin’s son to India, and now Miss Martin,
the sister, to Jamaica. What an outcome of
one consecrated home! Five missionaries al-
most fiom one cradle! No-marvel Scotland
is interested in missions !

With a view to touching as many centers
as was practicable, IThave generally had these
services on each Lord’s Day, but so aided by
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resident ministers as that no part of the ser. | 1858.  Thirdly, the period of ingathering,

vice but the addrese and a short prayer just
before it fell to me.  T'be large attendance
at all these services, especially those held in
the evenings, has been a matter of congratu-
lation and surprise. At Paisley, the ‘arge
town ball, erected as & memorial to Guorge
Clark, Nsq., of spool-cotton-thread fame, and
holding 2,500, was hiterally packed ; and at
Glasgow, St. Audrews, bolding from iive
thousand to six thousamd, was sin ilarly
crowded. Instead of coming across the sea
to kindle a nnssionary revival, the flame was
found already burning, and needing only the
fuel of facts, and the fanning of the breath of
the Spirit of God, to become a consuming
fire. Could all this intelligent and aroused
enthusiasm be effectually applied to action,
the whole machinery of missions would move
with greatly increased rapidity and efti-
cienoy.

We think we see some signs of greatly in-
creased giving. These meetings have nnt
been with immediate reference to raising
money, and no collections have been taken
except for current local expenses. But from
time to time voluntary offerings have been
gent in tome, by those whose hearts the
Lord has touched, and some of them have
been very significant, because the fruit of
evident self-sacrifice. In some instances the
facts attending such gifts havebecome known
tome. Oneladysold a bracelet and sent
the proceeds to be applied to missions. One
young mun took off a solid gold vest chain,
and another a diamond scarf-ring, abd en-
closed them to me. Others sent the price
of a pair of kid gloves, or a box of cigars, or
a concert ticket, or a package of Christmas
cards, or various other giatifications and in-
dulgences foregone for the sake of perishing.
What would be the result were only John
Howard’s maxim followed, that our “luxuries
should give way to the conveniences of the
roor; our conveniences to their necessities :
and even our necessities to their extremities!”
The nakedness of the indigent world might
be clothed from superfluous trimmings of the
vain. That will bea new era and epoch in
missions, when even our lucuries ave saeri-
ficed for the sake of supplyiig the gospel to
the world.

With this last day of the year we enter
upon the closing dec de of this century. Dr.
George Smth, of Edinburgh, the accom-
plished biographer of Cary, Duff and Wilson,
reckons the first century of modern missions
from 178S. He divides the century into
three periods = First, the period of prepar-
ation, when the ground was being broken
up and made ready for seed, from 1788 %o
1838. Secondly, the period of sowing, when
the seed was being scattercd, from 1838 to

when the harvest began, from 1858 till now.
1 have often thought uf a somewhat smiliar
division into perids of seven years cach
1. From 1788 to 1837, seven pericds of
reven years, the times of organization when
the great missionary agencies were forming,
2. The times of aguressive activity, when
the Church was pushing rapidiy. forward into
new fields, three periods of seven ) ears, frem
1837 to 185S. 'And 3.  The times of renliz-
ation of tesults, when both aggressive move-
ment and great success marked missions, the
plowman and reaper going side by side.
However *his be, we are now in the first
years of a second century of modern missions.
Never since Christ arose from the dead has
there Leen at once such magnificent oppor-
tunity and such inspiring enc.uragemnent,
No previous generation has had such facili-
ties and appliances for giving the gospel to
mankind as have we.  Divice Providence
bhas furnished us weapons for our war-
fare such as men in apostolic ages never
imagined. ‘The marvelous fables of the
Arabian Nights are eclipsed by the reai.
ities of printing press, steam engine, electric
telegraph, postal system, and all the Jother
helps which are now challenging the church
to use air, earth and water in her great mis-
sion to the race of man. No man can show
a sensible reason why within the next ten
years che Word ot God should not be pub-
lished throagbout the world. Thirty mil-
lious of Protestant disciples can evangelize
the world if each one will become respon
sible for fifty other souls. If one missionary
will go to the field out of every 300 Protes-
tant church members, we shall have 100,000
missionaries in. the foreign work, besides
native helpers that now ontnumber the mis-
sionary bundfive to one. If every such
church member could be led to conscerate
habitually and systematically to imissions,

fire cents « day, it would yield the enormens

sum of about 350,000,060 dollars yearly, or
one and a half million dollars aday ! Think
what could be donc in evangelizing the werld
if there were a band of 100,000 missionaries
sent out by Christiann  churches, with the
grand sum o. §550,000,000 a year to provide
for their support!

This decade ouyght to be the most gloiious
of all history in the pragress of the gospel.
But there must be new giving and new liv-
ing, more men and women sent to the front-
and more money and means furnished to the
work. Dr. Mcall writes that for sheer lack
of money he has bad te close thirteen of his
stations, at a time when every door is open
and every demand is for expansion rather
than retrenchment. The Church of God does
not respond to the providence of God as she
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ought, The very air is voeal with the calls
of God, the very hovizon is blazing with
signal lights.  YWho will come forward and
say, “Here am I, send me?” Who will
bring their silver and gold_-with them and
lay on God's altars their abundance?” Who
will go into that holy of holies, where wrest-
ling Jacobs become prevailing Isrvaels, and
learn the secret of that mighty prayer which
brings down showers of blessing upon earth’s
dry and barren wastes?
A. T, Piersox.

OF THE SADDEST
LIFE.

ONE THINGS IN

*Did you ever think that one of the sad-
dest things in life is in the power one hu.
man being has to make another miserable ?
How hard it is and how difficult to prevent.”

Our power to make another being miser-
able, or to make another being happy, is a
wonderful thing. Ivery day of our lives we
can use it for good or for evil. In the home-
life, even with those whom we really hold
the nearest snd dearest, how often we do and
says things to make some of them wretch-
edly unhappy. The wrong-deing of others
is a hard thing for ivilocent persons to be
weighed down with, and oftentimes the
friends of the wrong doers, the ones nearest
hini, feel the humiliation and wrong even
more keenly than the wrong-doer himself
does. We have such a little time to stay,
let us see to it that we do everything we can
to make everybody happy, and if we do in
an upgnavded mowment injure the feelings of
any one, let us ask forgiveness, and restore
as soon as possible the kindly thoughts avd
bright-hearte iness, which we caused to be
clouded over by rash words or acts.

“HO0W LONG HALT YE??

Reader, if you are in earnest you will not
be content without knowing you are saved ;
and surely it is high time you were in down-
right earnest.

God is in earnest in His desive to have you;
the devil is earnest in lus desire to damn you;
I am in earnest in my anxiety to sec you
bronght to God ; you are the only one care-
less in the matter, and it is your soul which
is at stake for eternity.

What anawfu thing, a sinner unconcerned
about his eternal salvation !

God was so concerned as to send His only
begotien Sun that you might not perish.
The Lord Jesus was so concerned that He
cameand suffered aund died, the just for the
unjust.”

CALEB—A MODEL FOR CHRISTIANS.,
BY REV. THEODORL L. CUYLER.

Calebis one of the unoblest characters in
the Old Testament.  His whole biography is
condense.d into a few bright and beantiful
sentences.  He was the chieftain of a clan in
Tsrael, and during the long march in the
wilderness, was sclected as one of the deput-
ation to go ahead and spy out the land of
Canaan ; he came back helping to carry the
Iuscious load of Tsheol-grupes, and joined
with Joshua in making a strong reportin
fuvor of the immediate occupation of the
land. Their report was submitted to the
t“committee of the Ihole.” The people
were pnic-stricken when they heardof the
,¢ giants in the land,” and clamored for a re-
treat to Egypt ; but Caleb came to the front,
and made a ringing speech for the advance,
and he didit in face of the cowards who
threatened to batter him to the ground with
stones. God’s verdict on his uaflinching
heroism was in these brief words: “My ser-
vant Caleb will I bring into the land, who
hath followed me jailthfully.” In another
passage it reads: “He hath followed me
Jully.” God is always as gond as His word,
and He was in this case.  While the rebels
and the poltroons all perished in the desert,
steadfast old Caleb lived to own the beauti-
ful acres cn the hills of Hebron, and in full
view of the verdant vale of Eshcol.

Caleb is a model for the Christians most
needed in these days.  Quality is more im-
portant than quantity. Caleb is the type of
thorough-going, uucompromising fidelity ;
he followed the Lord fully. What is required
to make our churches vigorous and success-
ful, is not bustle, but business; unot parade
and puflery or pulpit-pyrotechnics, but
patience, prayer, and persevering work. We

L want the full following of Jesus Christ with

the whole heart, and for the whole life cam-
paign.  Christ started His Church on the
pringiple of entire consecration. <“‘He that
is not for Me is against Me.” It was
thorough-going discipleship to the death or
nothing.  That sharp test, “Sell all that
thou hast and jollow me,” frightened the sel-
fish young ruler back to his farms and to his
fate. Jesus wanted no half hearted disciples.
He kept sifting His nominat followers, and
out of the whole number there remained
eleven men and a few faithiul women to lay
the foundation of His Church at the time of
Pentecost. These were like Gideon’s gallant
three hundred water-lappers, who were
worth more than all the vest of his army.

To follow Christ fully, requires a thorough
conversion at the start ; a conversion from
sin realized and repented of, to a Saviour
realized, and firmly grasped. Half-way con.
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verts make half-way Christians. Too many
church-members hang their houghs over on
the Church side of the wall, but their roots
are on the world’s side—such people bear
r othing but leaves, Unless the submission of
the soultoJesus Christis without compromise,
and unless the work of the Holy Spiritis
deep, therd will be a half heartedness and
‘nalting which is very likely to ¢»d in open
backsliding.  The seeret of Caleb’s fidelity
was that “*he bad another spirit within him.”
His heart held him trne, and God held his
heart,

There is prodigious power in singler ess of
love for Christ ; in doing just ‘‘one thing,”
and that one thing a pressing toward the
goal to iikeness to Jesus. A man of very
moderate talents and education becomes a
strong influential mav as soon as the Master
gets complete control of him. He follows
that Master so heartily and so projectively
that he carries other peaple with him by the
sheer momentiun of his personal godliness
During wy long miuistry 1 have come to
estimate Christians, not so much by brain-
power as by heart-power. Weighing is a
safer measurement in a church than count
ing,

When a minister is to be chosen. godliness
should outweigh genius. Thorough-going
piety i3 the foremort qualification fur an el-
der. a superintendent, a Sabbath-achool
teacher, or for practical Christian work of
any kind. ‘““Many are called, but few are
chosen.” T1he choice Christians never com-
mutewith the Master for half-fare, or demand
a cushioned seat in the parlor car. Theyne
ver * send their regrets” when they aresum.
moned toaduty ; they never interpret Christ’s
commaudments in a lax er latitudinarian
sense ; if there is & doubt on any question of
ethics, they never give self or the world the
casting vote, and if ahard pinch comes, they
relish even the severities of a difficult duty.

Anotner characteristic of the Caleb-ty pe of
Christians is that they ars just as active in
ordinary times as they are amid the fervors
of a revival. Tt is easy then for even a mmi-
mum Christian to catch fire, to rush to wpe-
cial meetings, to sing hymns and shout ho-
sanmas. A scaron «of spiritual quickening
briugs great glory to Gad, and greathlessings
to a church; but it also brings a great dis-
grace oy thuse church-members whe are too
indolent or too wurldly to lift a finger at any
other tin e.  Revivalg fill the ¢l rches; sea-
sons of dryness and dulluess winnow the
churches. .

We pastors never love our Calebsand Bar
nubascsandour Phoebesand Priscillasasmuch
as we do in the dry spells of spiritua]
drought ; they always work right along with.
out any nsed of external pressure. Theip

salt never loses its savor; cheir lamps never
smoke. When silly social fashions are blow-
ing the chaff along in the breeze, sclid Caleb
does not feel it ; his only fashion is to follow
Christ. His single purpose is to please his
Master and not men—and that trieth his
heart and proves it to be of pure gold. Good
reader, I have been presenting a picture of
what every blood-bought follower of Jesus
ought vo be. Have I photographed your
character? Then you ought to be a happy
man or woman—whatever your social rank,
v ouc income, or your surroundings may
be. -* An abundant eatrance” shall be given
to you into the shining streets of crystal and
of gold ; you will not barely creep in through
a gate ajar ;and when you get to Heaven,
you will yeel at kome there.

STAKTING OUT FOR CHRIST.
. BY BEV. THXODORE L. CUYLER.

A great deel depends upon making the
right stact m the Christian life. Some start,
and then stop ; they are satisfied with join-
ing the Church. and make no progress af-
terward. Others start and soon retreat,
either through discouragement or being de-
coyed back to the werld. God’s Word has
mottos for beginners, as well as counsels
and encouragements for every stage of the
journey. There is one text that has the
ring of abagle in it, and I always urge
yaung converts not onl: to mark it in their
Bibles, hut to inseribe it on their hearts.
The words are in the fiftieth chapter of
Isaiab, and they are these : “‘For the Lord
God will help me.  ‘Therefore shall I not be
cmfounded ; therefore have I set my face
like a flint, and I know that I shall not be
ashamed.”

This passage will have a double power
with an inexperienced beginner; it saves
him from discouragement. and varns him
against self-corfidence. He would be a fool
who shouid undertake iv gei on in business
without anybody’s help.  The young phy-
sician must not only help his patients, but
be helped by them. The merchant can do
rothing without customers, or the lawyer
without clients. If an attempted indepen-
deuce of everyhody else would be fatal in all
busiaess pursuits, su an independence of
divine help would be fatal in the religious
life. Self-reliance isa very good thing in
the right place : but self-reliance in the bat-
tles with the world, the flesh, and the devil,
means sure self-destruction. Some pre-
sumptuous young Christians set out with
very sanguine courage : their ideais *I can
do it, and I will do t.” They have not yet
measured swords with the enemy, Wise
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old John Bunyan, who kuew human nature
thoroughly, deseribes a ¢Mr, Presumption,”
who et out on a pilgrimage, but was soen
found fast asleep by the roadside with a pair
of iron fetters on his heels. Even ¢“Chris-
tian,” when he once undertook to show off
before “Faithful” how fast he could run,
caught a tumble, and lay flat on the ground
until Faithful came to help him up. The
secret of the failure of more than one young
convert—yes, and of many a young minis-
ter, too—has been over-weenmg self-conti-
dence.  ““Ile that trusteth his own heart, is
a fool.” To every beginuer in the Christian
life we wonld say, You cannot trust your-
self too little, and yon cannot trust Jesus
too much ! In fact, the real conflict with
you will be just this :  “Shall I trast my-
self, or my Lord and Saviour ?” Your soul
has no self-lifting power, any more than
your body has to lift itsclf by grasping at
the strays of your boots. You can no more
find your way to heaven without Cliist,than
you can find your way through the Mam.
moth Cave withont a guide and a turch.
Let poor Peter in Pilate’s courtyard, show
you what a poor figure a boastful Christian
cuts when he relies on his own strength.

There is one thing you may be sure of,and
that is that if you seek Christ’s help, you
will always obtainit. He has said “In Me
is thy help,” and He never breaks His prom-
ige. That loving assistance will come to you
in many ways. Jesus Cbrist pours Ris
grace into a Leliever's heart in secret and
unseen ways, as streawns of water steal in at
the botton: of a well and fill it up. Clris-
tianity is a supernatural thing, and Christ
will work on you in a supernaturat way, if
you ask Him, and if you do not hinder Him.
He will put good thoughts into your heart.
He will give yon courage for hard fights and
dark hours. He will give you some sweet
surprises. You will often find the lions
chained when you come up close to them;
you will sometimes find answers to prayer as
startling as when Peter. delivered fromn the
dungern, stood before the door of the pra:-
er meeting in Jerusalem. Then, my friend,
take that motto from Isaiah. that I have
quoted, and nail it up before your eyes. It
will ensure to you three things :

(1) The first one is the security of all those
who trust and follow Jesus. “The Lord
will help me; therefore I shall not be con-
founded.” The original word signifies I
shall not be put to rout, or overthrown. He
whoe has the Lord Jesus, not only op his
side, hut at his side, can neverbe defeated.
He has promised that no onc shall pluck you
out of His hands. While you are true to
Christ and true to conscience, yon are safe.

(2) The second thing namned in this ring-

ing motto, is steadfastness. A generation
or two ago John Raundolph coined the word
“doughtace,” and applied it to cortain
trackling politiciang.  This text describesa
fearless, unflinching follower of the Lord as
a flint-faced man. He is not afraid of o
laugh or a lash, of a scoff or a sconrge. God
will give you backbone. If He is on your
side, what can man do unto you ?

(3) The third blessing wrapped up in this
precious passage, is serenity of soul. You
will **never be ashamed.” Paul was a won-
derfully calm and composed man in the
hardest storms of assault. He never tuined
purple in the lips ; he never apologized for
his boldness of speech ; he let his own grand
life explain itself. Set out with the deter-
mination that your ‘‘colors” shall al'vays be
at the masthead, and that Christ be ever in
your eye.

What a *riple coat of mail this text is; it
asswes you of security, steadfastoess, and
serene peace of soul.  This is the motto for
every young convert, for every recrnit in
Christ’s army, for every one who undertakes
a work for the Master. Itis a capital text
for the walls of a prayer-room. Bind it on
your brow as a frontlet, write it on the
palms of your hands, carve it on your heart.
And then, my dear brother, you will not
only start on the Christian race, but win the
crownand come off more than conqueror.

THE MOUNT OF VISION.

A dear olil mother, telling of the busy life
she had to lead in her younger days when
she was bringing up her children, said “I
had plenty of werk in the valley, but I al-
ways found time to go up to the Mount of
Vision and talk with Ged. A few moments
in my own roon. by-myseif, asking Him for
help and strength to aid me in my daily
home-work, was an inspiration for me. IfI
were impatient with the little ones, iuclined
to be what so many of us call ‘nervons,’ ready
to say quick words or give unjust judgment,
a few moments on the Mount would restore
me to my better self. Many a time I have

-| taken the baby in my arms when I went, for

there are so many davs in a mothec’s life
when she cannot lay her work down even for
a few moments. So much happiness and
equity is needed in the household every day
and every hour, and so many look to the
mother for wisdom, guidance and example,
that she needs to go up to the Mount of Vis-
jon, and see with the ‘eyes of light’ the
beauties of the Master’s character, and try
to get full of His spirit, fer her work is so
much like His in so many ways.”
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SLEEPING AT THE MAST-HEAD.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

In the twenty-third chapter of the book
of Proverbs is a vivid deseription of a person
who is ntterly insensible to danger. *“I'hou
shalt be as ho that licth down in the midst
of the sea, or as he that licth on the top of «
mast.”  This reckless individual is here des-
scribed as climbing up to mast-head ; and
while his dizzy povch i3 swaymg back and
forth in the gale, he is trying to sleep there!
His hands relax their hold.  The reeling
mast flings him from his perilous elevation
into the boiling sea, and he goes down like
lead in the mighty waters. [t is no easy
thing for a seaman who is wide awake to
hold ob 10 a mast-head in a gale ; but to fall
asleep there is certain suicide.

The passage applies in the first instance to
the man who bas put himself under the Qelu-
give gorcery of strong drink.  Many a young
man has begun to tamper with the win--cup
nuder the illusion that he could stop when
he chose to do <o,  Everyhodr cise saw his
dauger, but he was blind to it.  His gond
resolutions snapped like rotten cords, aud he
has been hurled off at last into the dmk
abyss of the drunkard’s doom.

But this unigne passage has a far wider
application. It touches the case of of every
one who rhuts his cyes to the dangers that
surround him, either fromm his own wilful
sins, or his criminal neglect of duty. Many
a parent seems straugely insensible to the
inroyds of irvcligion into his own family.
His childrex are becoming indifferent to the
sanctuary and the Sabbath-school ; his sons
are sliding away into evil company mnd
courses his daughters becoming :s hemrt
less as fiivolous fashion can make them ;
they aie all scelding at veligion behind bis
back, and yet he is one that sleepeth at the
mast-head ! Lli was a type of this style of
parents—an casy well-meaning man who
shuts his eyes to the abominable conduct of
his own sons, and was aroused from his eare-
less apathy by the crash of their ruin and
his own. In fuct that peor old man was a
specimen of the moss wmischevious class of
people—that class who have goud intentions
aud geod reputations, but have no back-
bone to face danger, or discharge difficult
duties.

But what a picture this text gives of the
true condition of all unconverted souls!
Every sinner is, in one sense asleep. e,
or she is inseusible to the sinfulness of sin,
to the claims of G 3, to the beauty of holi-
ness, to the glovies of heaven, or the terrors
of hell. ‘Fhe more insensible they are to
these tremendous realitier, the more they
surrender themselves to the delusions of the

Tempter. They are dreaming. A dreamer
has his pleasures ; so have you, my impeni-
tent friend ! You are under a spell.  You
imagine that the fleeting and guilty pleasures
of gin are real and involve no danger; that
the glorious hfe for Christ here and with
Him' hereafter are unreal. You ray be
hanging to the spider’s web, that God is to
kind to punish sin as it deserves, Or you
may be looking at the faults of some pro-
fessed Christiun, and blinding your eyes to
your own henious guilt. Or you may be
dreaming of vepentance at some future day, .
and of huddling up a peace with the right-
cous God before yeu die.  \While you are
thus wasting life in the rcglect of Jesus
Christ, and hugging the delusion thatit will
“all right’? with you in eternity, let me tell
you with loving candor, that you are dream-
ing! Icis high time for you to awake out
of steep. I have read that when the boiler
of a steamship once exploded in the night,
ouc of the survivors relates that he was
hurled into air while asleep. His sensation
was that of one who being transported
swiftly and delightfully through the air.
He awoke. and found himself sinking in the
waves ! Will it not be a terrible thing for
you to dream awny life under the illusion
that you are flying towards heaven; and
then wake upto find yourself sinking in the
great depth of Ged’s nghteous wrath?
Awnake then, awalke thou that sleepest, and
Christ shall give the light !

To awake is not enough. You must.seck
light from Christ  He will tell you to re-
nounce your favorite sing, to break with the
world and your old wicked self, and to fol-
low Him. =~ Open your whole soul to Him ;
let Hm enlighten your mind and guide
your steps, and alter your heart, so that
cternal things will be the real things, ana
your life will be to you asa dangerous and
deadly dream. Begin to serv2Jesus in the
very first thing that comes to -your hand.
With Christ taken into your heart, you wiil
rejoice to labor for Him, and for your fel-
lowmen, in the sweet spiric of your new
Mister.  You will be broad wrale in God’s
great world, with an open eye to see Jesus
as your inefl b'e yattern, and heaven as
your assured inheritance. You will begin to
lire ; and as you lovk back upon your guilty
stupor of impenitence, you will he ready to
shout your praises to God, that He did not
let you diein your sleep !

Just one more application of the mirror of
truth to some of our rexders who may need
it. There s:ie thousands of sleepers within
the pale of the Church. They dream that
beeaunse they are in the Church, all is well
with them. They are leading fruitless,

giaceless, uscless lives, Our Lord once
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Qescribed a group of such professors,
as  knocking at the gate of heaven
and erying out ‘Lord, Lord ~open to
us, and His answer will be *‘Depart from
me ; I never knew you !’ Rather than risk
such an awaking wheir it is too late, would
it not be wise to examiue yourselves honest-
ly and searchingly, and solemnly, and dis-
cover whether you really have Jesus Churist
in your hearts and lives or not? May the
almighty Spirit arouse every soul that—
whether withiu or without the Church—is
sleeping at the mast head !

HOW TO BE BEAUTIFUL.

Many years ago there lived a great painter
whose name was Leonardo da Vinei. He
was some years painting one of the mogt
famous pictures in the world It was the
last supper of onr Saviour, when he sat with
bis twelve disciples and took bread and wine.
The painter wanted to have a very hély
looking young man to help him in drawing
the likeness of the Saviour. At length lis
attention was fixed on a chovister in the
cathedral named Pietro Bandinelli. He had
a very noble face and a devout demeanour.
The great paioter used him as a modet for
the Lord. Soon afterPietro went to Rome
to study music. There he remained for
some years, was led by bad companiuns to
drink, and became a very wicked youth.
The painter went on year after year with his
picture. He had completed all but one face,
that of Judas the apostle. He
walked about the streets of Milan seeking a
suitable person from which to draw a por
trait marked by crime. One day he met a
miserable, unclean beggar man in rags, with
a villainoug look about his face. Lookineg at
him more narrowly, he found it was his old
friend. Bandinelli. His wickedness hail
changed his countenance frem being beauti-
ful to become hideous. ’

Ab, my dear young children, I have known
very handsome people become dreadful look-
ing through sin. I wish the story had been
the other way. [ have known persons who
once had sour, angry-looking countenances,
become quite pleasant throngh turning from
sin and following Christ. Vou would all like
to be beautiful. Jesus Christ will make
everybody beautiful that loves Him. if not
in this world, vet in the world to come. All
who o to heaven become like Jesus Christ.
There he is the chief among ten thousand.

In the ancient world religion was severed
from morality, and morality from religiou,
and the outcome was an immoral religion
and an irreligious morality.—Luthardt.

REVIVAL IN ARMENIA.

Scenes like the following are uncommon in
Britain and America but they ave less fawil-
iar in heathen lands, and «rea cause for
gratitude, and joy and hope-

A great revival of religion in the city of
Aintab, in Armenia, has attracted much at-
tention, ‘The immediate human instrument
in the revival was Mr. Jenavyan, a nalive
pastor from Tarsus, whence also came the
great Apostle to the Geutiles. He had been
educated in America, and had seen somo-
thing of Mr. Moody and his work, and had
caught his spirit.  His preaching is marked
by much fervency and loving appeal.

The nightly services began i the smallest
m\mericzﬁly, of the three churches. Scon
crowds came. On the first Sunday night the
place was tilled to the door, all sitting as
usunal, in rows on the floer. Again and agnin
they were appealed to move forward and
closer, which they did, others crowding in.
The windows were filled, also the yard ,and
the low roofs aromd. As one lookeqd out ¢n
the street'a sea of heads was to be seen. The
pulpit was placed on the doorway.

‘A remarkable feature was the attendance
of women, they forming the majority, an nn-
usnal sight in an Oviental Jaud.  The second
week the services were exclusively for wo-
men. Ifteen hundred would crowd the
place to hear the word, and then the church
wonld be emptied and immediately filled
again with women for another service. Work

was also begun in the other two churches.

\When they began to receive applicants for
membership they could not deal with half
that presented themselves, of whom four-
tifths were women. The work continued
with increasing power.  Armeniaug, Catho-
lics and Moslems came. The city was never
so moved. Hardened sinners wept and re-
pented, and wmade restitution for wrongs.
At the end of four weeks, upwards of six
hundred converts had been added to the
churches.

Besides this and other direct results, the
effect on the old Armenian Church was
beyond estimation. Armenian  women
would take their protestant sisters with
them to the revival meetings the priests had
started,.and publicly call on them to give
their testimony, even in these services,
which they boldly did with great effect.”

The New York Witness says there are in
the Congregational denomination seven hun-
dred and fifty-eight congregations unprovid-
ed with pastora. er nearly twice as manv as
theve are stud.ni. >f all denominations now
in the seven Congregational Theological
Seminaries. !
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~ CURIOUS,CUSTOMS IN CHINA.

T o e e eat o TR

A Chinese missionary, in a letter] dated
January 25th, writes to the Central Preshy-
terign some curious customs ot the Chineser
One: of them, that of payiug debts, it would
be well to adopt in our own comntry, and if
the Chinese bad no worse customs they would
be welecome immigrants :—

Cnuxkravg, Cuixs, Jan, 23, 1890.

Last Tuesday, Januvary 21st, was Chinese
New Year's Day, Conscquently this week
has beon a season of festivity and mirth with
them, New Year to the Chinsman means
much more than it does to us Western na-
tions. To the vast majority of the’people it
is tic only holiday of the year. No matter
how poor a person is he tries to appear rich
on that day by coming out in the best clothes
he has, or can hire, and making merry with
the merriest.

They have one grand custom that it would
be well if our Western nations would adopt,
and that is to begin the new year free from
debt.  The last fews duys of the old yearis to
many, therefore, a busy and tryiug time;
money must be gotten at whatever cost before
ine dawn of the New Year., And it is said
that belated debtors will often be seen on
New Year’s morning going along with a lan.
tern, to let people see that to them daylight
has not yet come. I saw a man going along
with his lantern about seveno’clock: last Tues.
day morning. Possibly he was some belated
debtor.

But the custom that impresses us foreian-
ers most is their efforts to quiet the spirit;Of
the dead before the new year begins. Ifa
family has any trouble or misfortune during
the year, they immediately conclude that it
is caused by the spirit of some dead member
of the family ; that possibly his eoffin has nog
been put in a lucky place or position, or that
the grave needs repairing. Hence there is
nothing more common than to sec wany
graves repaired or changed at this season of
the year ; or to see men burning paper money
and paper clothes at the graves; or women
out weeping by the grave of 2 husband or
father, and thus endeavoring tomove the gods
to pity in their (the dead) behalf.

Those who have lived in China for many
years, and who have studied the subject, say
there is little doubt that the worship the
Chinese give their ancestors is called forth by
fear of them, ant love. They send them
money, c¢'othes, houses, &c., by burning, to
appease them and free the .-« res from their
annoyance and injury. In their estimation,
it is only after a persc n1 is dead that he is in
a good position to hurt or be revenged on

you. For this reason, when two persons have
a quarrel, it is no uncommon thing for one of
them to commit suicide so as to be able to
revenge himself.  Not so long ago a mission-
ary told methat his servants were very much
exercised lest a certain opium smoking
teacher he had discharged would seek re-
venge by coming to his gate and committing
suicide. To their great relief, however, the
man did not come. K

Those who live in Christian lands bave
little idea what a burden superstition is, nor
do they kunow the depth of meaning in the
words of the Psalmist, *‘ The entrance of thy
words giveth light, it giveth understanding
to the simple.”

.

ALCOHOL THE CAUSE OF DISEASE.

At a recent meeting in Edinburgh, Profess-
or Simpson delivered an address in which
he held that aleohol was the cause of some
forms of disease; that the use (not abuse
merely) aggravated troubles which it had
not itself originated ; that the habitual use
of alcohol rendered its victims more liable to
ordinary diseases, and in this connection he
cavefully explained that he referred to mod-
erate use and not merely abuse of the article,
and that the use of alecohol diminished a pa-
tient’s power of recovering from disease. On
these grounds, he held that it was best to
lay such a habit aside, and that the man
who abstained from aleohol at ordinary
times was just the man who would fiud that
he got the real good of it at those moments
of danger when it might be urgently re-
quired.

A TACT FOR TOBACCO USERS.

Thestatement is made that the inspector
of meat for Paris, not long since made these
experiments with tobacco smoke.

Some thin slices of beef were exposed fora
considerable time to the fumes of tobacco,
and afterwards} offered to a dog which had
been deprived of food for twelve hours. The
dog after smelling the meat, refused to eat
it.  Some of the meat was then cut into-
small pieces and concealed within bread.
This the dog ate with avidity, but in twenty
minutes commenced to display the most dis-
tressing symptoms, and soon-died in great
agony.

All sorts of meat, both raw and cooked,
some grilled; roasted and boiled, were ex-
posed to tocacco smoke and then giver to
animals, and in all cases produced symptoms
of acute poisoning. Even the precess of
hoiliug could not extract from the meat the
12t ine poison.
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FRIENDSHIP.

A blessed thing it is for any man or wo-
men to have a friend, one human soul whom
we can trust utterly ; who knows the best
and worst of us, and who loves us in spite
of all our faults ; who will speak the honest
truth to us while the world flatters us to our
face and laughs at us hehind our backs ; who
will give us counsel and reproof in the day
of prosperity and self-conceit, but who again
will comfort and encourage us in the day of
difficulty and sorrow, when the world leaves
us alone to fight our own battles as we can.
If we have had the good fortune to win such
a.friend, let us do anything sooner than lose
him. We must give and forgive, live and
let live, If our friend have faults, we must
bear with them. Wo must hope &ll things,
endure all things, rather than lose that moss
precious of all carthly possessions & trusty
friend. And a friend, once won. need never
be lost, If we will only be trusty and true
ourselves.

Friends may part, not merely in body, but
in spirit, for awhile,  In the-busile of busi-
ness and the accidents of life, they may luse
sight of each other for years; and more,
they may bezin to differ in their success in
life, in their opinions, in coldness and
estrangement between them; but not for
ever, if-each will be trusty and tiue, For
then, according to the beautiful figure of the
pnet, they will be like two ships which set
sail at'evening from the same port, and ere
nightfall lose sight of each other, and o
each on its own course and at its own pace,

for many days, through many storms aund’

seas, and yet meet again, and find them-
selves lying side by side in the same haven
when their long voyage is past.—Charles
Kingsley. .

I CAN PLOD.

William Carey, who was the beginner of
the Baptist Missionary Saciety of England,
and the great pioneer of mission werk in
India, was born in poverty. His father was
a poor man. and could give him but little
help. At an early age he was apprenticed
to a shoe-maker, and even after he was li-
censed to preach, in consequence of his pov-
erty he continued to work at his trade. Not-
withstanding the difficalties which surround
ed.lim, he was diligeat in the improve-
ment of his inind, and embraced every op-
portunity which presented itself for he ac-
quirement of-useful knowledge.

When he first proposed his plans to his
father in reference to his great missionary
work, he replied : .

“William, are you mad? And minsters

‘ N

} and Christian_ people replied to his proposi-
tion, *‘If the Lord should make windows in
heaven, then might this be.”

His discouragements in first entering upon
his work in India were appalling. When he
found himself without a roof to cover his
head, without bread for his sickiy wife and
four children, he made up his mind to build a
hut in the wilderness and live as the natives
did around him. “‘There are many serpents
and tigers, but Christ has said that his fol-
lowers shall take up serpents,” said the un-
daunted man.

God did not call him to this sacrifice, but
to-others, which required wonderful courage
and persistence’ before he achieved his final
success, which has made him famous the
world over.

What was the secret which enabled the
shoemaker'’s apprentice to become one of the
‘most digtinguished men of the age? What
brilliant gift raised him from an obscure po-
sition to one of honor and fame as the
author of grammars and dictionaries, trans-
lations of the Bible and other works? He
either translated or assisted in the comple-
tion of twenty-seven versions of the Scrip-
tures, requiring a knowledge of as many
lariguagesand dialects.

MHe betrays the secret. Tn giving an es-
timate of his own character, he speaks of
himsgelf with Christian humility, but with
full consciousness of results he has been per-
mitted to achieve. While not laying claims
to brilliant gifts of genius, he says : “I can
plod—TI can persevere,”

He dnes not say, as we see so often now-a-
days, “Icould always manage to get along
and keep up with my class in some way,
without much study. I could jump at the
meaning ¢f my lesson, or I can catch up a
trade without years of hard labor,” “I can
persevere.” : .

Plodding’boys hold up your heads.! You
may seem to be left behind in the race by
your sn-called “smart” companions. Plod
on. «**Your progress may be slow, but do
rot be discouraged.” Remember, ‘‘The
race is not always to the swift.’

As I am feazful to act great sing, so I will
be careful to-avoid small sins. He that con-
temns a small fanlt commits’a great one. I
see many drops make a shower; and what
Qifterence is it, whether T be wet either in
the rain or in the river, if both be to the
skin 2 There is small heuefit in the choice
whether we go down to hell by degrees or at
once.

God will give "us nothing for our sakes,
but will deny us nothing for Christ’s sake.
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“HELP t” THE MBEANS OF GRACE.

A man had resolved to commit suicide.
He went to the bank of a swift river, and
lenped into its waters.  But when brought
thus face to fuce with death and the eternal
world, liis oyes were opened.  Tho guilt of
bis past erimes, and especially of that which
be was now perpetrating, and the fearful
punishment awaiting him at the hands of an
angry God, flashed iuto his soul ; and he re-
svived if possible to save himself.

He struggled to the steep bank, but the
swift curtent swept him away,  He turned
to the 1ight hand and to the left, but all was
in vain, — His strength failed, and the cer-
tamnty that he was penishing settled down
upon him.  Then he uttered a loud, piercing
cry, “Help ! help !” just as he was about to
s.uk to rise no more.

Just so with the awakened ginner. Itis i

when hie has made his last effort to work out
Lis own rightcousness, when he discovers
that the work of making lus peace with God,
wlich he thought so ensy, is to himi impos-
silde ; it is then that Lis sense of guilt, and
hiv fear of eternal deith, stiike him pros
trate in the dust. 1t 1s then that they cov
or the heavens with the blackness of dark-
#ecosy and wpen at his feet the mouth of hell,

That cry, ““Help ! Help ! reached the ear
of une passing on the bank above the diown-
jng wan, e seized a rope lying just Lefore
lim,  With o quick and skilful cast, he
thiew the end ol'it divectly into those up
Iifeed hands just cisappearing beneath the
whirling tide.  They clenched it with the
death-gragp, and the perishing wan was
aved, .

Juse so it is with the perishing sinner. So
lory as he relies on hiwself, so long as he
seeks to work out his own righteonsness,
anu to secure his own salvacion, he js in deep
darkness ; he is on the wiong road, aud the
fa ther hie trave's the greater his difHeulty.

Rut when he fully diseovers his own im-

‘tence, and begins to cry, <“‘Help !” “God
e merciful to me a sinner 7 “‘Lord, mave
me ! I perish I then it is that Christ ap-
prrs on the bank, and casts the rope into
hes hands. © Then itis that, by faith in the
God Man, his sins are taken away, and he
has pence of conscience, peace with God, joy
in the Holy Ghost, and victory over sin.

Reader scize the 1ope ! it is thy life.—Sel.

Purity of heait is more by far than power
of lrain, more than deftness of hand. Uu
mau welfare ix all buile np on moral purity.
OQur actsare the outcorse of thonght, and
the character of the thousht depunds on
the moral state.—Rev. L. Hastings.

““Wae gain much by rightly using and priz-
ing the ordinances of God. They are wells
of salvation—sources of refreshment and
cheer—means of grace—channels of spiritual
life and religious culture.  In the sanctuary
God reveals himself, displays his glory,
wanifests his power to help, to invigorate,
to bless and to sanctify all true worshippers,
inspires and strengthens workers in hie king-
i dum, and thiough his truth and ambassador

makes wise unto saivation. 1lis sacraments
are wedinms of blessing.  Baptism and the

Lord’s Supper, when propperly observed,
i biing the soul into vital and saving connec-
tion with Jesus.  Prayer and praisc act as
uplifters Lo God and vehicles of the highest,
sweetest and purcst of communion with
j heaven.  The private readiug of the Bible
y and closet interviews with God tend to build
j up in truth aud in holiness and incite to in-
-t creased activity iu the service of the Lord.

No one who would do his duty as well as

honor his Master, can afford to ignore, or

neglect, or dispense with God’s various or-
; dained helps for deseluping character, quali-
fying for growing uscfulness and prepaving
for the inheritance of the saints in light.

Ispecially in these days, when there is so
; much to warp Christian judgment, to draw
; into the vortex «f worldliness and to weaken
i the power of godliness, is there constant
; need to habitually frcquent, exalt and utilize
. every agency by whicn a noble, cousistent,
h. ppy and useful Christian life may be main-
tained and developed.”

WATCHFUL LIVES,

None are so likely to maintain watchfu
guard over their hearts and lives as those
who know the comfort of living in near com-
munion with God. They feel their privilege
and will fear loosing it. They will dread
falling from their high estate, and marring
their own comtort by bringing clouds be-
tween themselves and Christ. He that goes
on a journey with a little money absut him
i takes little thought of danger, and cares lit-
tle how late he travels. He. on the contrary;.
that carries gold and jewels, will be a cau-
tious traveller; he will Jook well to his
roads, his horses, and his company, and rua
no risks. The fixed stars are those that
; tremble most.  The man that most fully en-
{ Joys the light of God’s countenance, will be

a man trewblingly afraid cf losing its blessed
; consolations, and jealously fearful of doing
:;p.\}thiug to grieve the Holy Ghost. —Bishop
e, . .

\




