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PREFACE.

———

At the commencement of the volume of which the present is the last
number, an Xditor pro tem. was appointed, in order to allow the brother who
had laboured in this service for seven long years, a much-needed time
of rest. But three months’ deputyship were extended to six, and now six
have been prolonged to the full tale of twelve, so that the Preface to the
whole volume must be written by the same hand.

The year for which the magazine has been thus once more in our charge,
has been a very important one in the history of Congregationalism in Canada,
in consequence of the agitation of our Missionary arrangements. The posi-
tion of Editor has involved much of responsibility and anxiety, but we have
been greatly cheered by the expressions of warm approval that have come to
us from many quarters, showing that an acceptable service has been here
rendered to the common cause.

It is a circumstance calling for special notice and acknowledgment, that
“the pen of a ready writer” has been found in the hand of so mary of our
brethren throughout the year, that the great body of the contents of almest
every number has been expressly written for the pages of the INDEPENDENT.
‘We have been embarrassed by our very riches! ¢ Give us room,” has been
our cry, month by month. Some things have of course been published, with
which we strongly disagreed, but we have seldom interposed between a corres-
pondent and our readers, judging that liberty was the friend of light. Our
experience, however, impresses us with the conviction, that unlimited liberty
is dangerous to light and love.

Of the future, the future must speak : we are looking backward only, in
closing the twelfth volume. Thanking our friends for their eo-operation, and
for their acceptance of services which have fallen immeasurably below our

own standard, we bid them a hearty—FAREWELL !
F. H. M.

Toronto, May 23rd, 1866.
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QUR TWELFLH VOLUME.

With this number begins the Twelfth volume of the Canadiar Indepen-
dent. It may not be out of place to remind our readers that for the first
year its form was that of an eight-page quarto shect, issued twice 2 month;
for the next three years a folio of four pages, published at the same intervals;
while for the last seven years it has appeared in the more suituble form it
wears to-day. As it has had three outward shapes, so it has been sueces-
sively under the charge of three editurs—Rev. W. F. Clarke for a little uoder
two years, Rev. F. H. Marling for a little over that time, and Rev. T. M.
Reikie for the whole of the magazine | 'riod. e still retains his office, but
during a temporary absence for his health’s sake, for the failure of which,
we fear, the Judependent is in some measure answerable, the services of the
two former editors have been called into requisition. The present number,
and those for July and August, are under the charge of Mr. Marling,
assisted by BMr. Clarke. Afterwards, Providence permitting, Mr. Reikie
will resqwe his post. Much prayer will be offered for his early recovery.

'This periodical was the earliest fruit of the marriage of the former Con-
gregational Unions of Upper and Lower Canada, having been projected at
the first meeting of the combined body, at Moutreal, in June, 1854. Fora
year, it was ander the care of the Union; afterwards, a single proprietor re-
ceived pecuniary guarantees from individual mewbers of the body; but for
several years past it has bees in the hands of seven proprietors, represcoting
the denomination in 3t3 varions institutions and locahities. Thus, while under
no official control, it has ever been in full sympathy with the organised

" movements of the Congregational Churches in Canada, and does not flatter
itself, but simply accepts a statement to which its own consciousness res-
ponds, when believing that it has rendered valuable service in promoting the
common cause, as well as the interests of individual churches. The Union,
the Mission, the College, and the Widows’ Fund, have ever found its pages
open to chronicle their movements and to advocate their cliws. Al the
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intellizence furnished of local movements has heen gladly conveyed to our
cirele of readers; and it is the universal testimony that without such an
organ of intercommunication ¢ we should not know what to do.”

Tvery year, the Union has passed a hearty vote »f commendation for these
services.  Their value is recognised in the faithful cosperation of many
friends throughout British North Awmerica. But we eunnot say that our
ambition for the Canadian Independent is satisfied. We want to sce its
circulation doubled—trebled. We want to sce it pay not anly the printer
and the paper-maker, but the editor as well—for it is a shamne for the budy
to Jrg the brains of any man for this purpese.  We want to see v able to
reward its contributors in such a manner as to seeure the best productions of
the best men here and abroad.  We want to enlarge its size, and add new
features of attractiveness and power.

We earnestly appeal therefore to the pastors, deacons, mewmbers and
friends of the Congregational Churches throughout these Provinces to give
us their aid. A THOUSAND DOLLARS ARE DUE TO THE PROPRIETORS
T0-DAY, for the preceding volumes; and neavly rigur nunprED for that now
commencing.  We consider that we have a remarkably honest list of sub-
seribers; for the agent is continually receiving arrears of subseriptions for
past years, accompanied by many regrets that payment could not be made
soouer. But we are persuaded that many a dollar could be more promptly
forwarded, if' some one would take the trouble to look after it.  If all would
do in this matter what some are doing, our hands would be greatly strength-
ened. Trom deaths, removals, aud other causes, there is a continual drop-
ping off of the subscribers to uny periodical. The list needs the constant
accession of new names. Those who so kindly undertook to collect arrears,
and the sabseriptions now due (in advanee) for Volume XIL, will have the
necessary facts supplicd to them by the agent. The goodwill of others will
be counted on in the same manner, and we invite any willing friend, who
may not hear from Mr. Christic, to write to him (Box 468, . O., Torento),
and a ready answer will be sent.

The present number wust not be taken as a specimen of our regrular issues.
It is the * Union Mecting number;” and though enlarged by one haif, to
preseat a full veport of the recent gathering, we are obliged to cinit several
features of our usual variety of contents But we have judged that we
should best consult the wishes of most of our readers, by presenting a
complete account, in a single number, of all the transactions of the annual
meetings. We have derived much assistance from the Jabours of Mr. W.W.
Swmith, the Tuion’s reporter for the daily press, and frow the Glube’s veports
of the cvening’s meetings.

In our next, we expect a full report from a Canadian Delegate of the
National Council. ¢ Before the Loyalists” will also be resumed.
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OUR LNGLISII VISITORS. -

If the delegates from the Congregational Union of Kngland and Wales
are not surfeited with public and private expressions of welcome and grati-
tude, we will take the liberty of declaring our own decp sense of the impor-
tance of their visit to the Congregational Churches in British North America.
Their work herr is as yet incomplete; their equally important work, hence
arising, in the committee room in Blomfield-street, has yet to be begun. It
is therefore premature to speak of ultimate results. It was abundantly
evideat, however, that the time had come, when a delegation from that
side of the Atlantic to this was necessary to the future covperation of breth-
ren in England and in Canada; and Solomon’s words are remarkably
applicable to the case of the present appoimunent—*Two are better than
one.”” One of our brethren scems specially charged with the suaviter in
enodo of our friends in Britain, the other with theic fortiter in re: the one
comes to pay us a kinsman’s visit in the drawing-room; the other, to transact
business in the office. Kither function would be imperfect without the
other; but the two combined give completencss to their mission. They are
now actively engaged in a tour through the churches, visiting all their time
allows but compelled to pass some by. Wher this visitation shall have
been completed, we hope to have a full record of it for publication here.
We belicve that these pages will hereafter bear the news to Iingland of
quickened energy and liberality throughout the mission-field; and will con-
vey through these Provinces the tidings of the increasing confidence, satis-
faction and liberal coGperation of the sister churches in the Tatherland.

It is with very great pleasure that we are uble to add that the eminent
representatives of the Lnglish Union to the Nativnal Council at Boston—
Rev. Drs. Vavonan anp Ranrten—will not leave this continent without
paying a short visit to Canada. On Sabbath, July 9th, they will preach in
Poronto, and on the 16th, in Montreal. Possibly, some other appointments
may he made by them during the intervening weck. We wish that all who
were present at the Union meeting could have enjoyed the privilege of hear-
ing their voices. But this could not be. Nor can they devote a longer tine
to Canada, when the United States present so many attractions and England
claims an early return.

RETIRING CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS,

Delivered by Rev. T. M. Reikic to the Congregational Union of Canada, al
Toronto, June 8, 1865.
BRETHREN, BELOVED IN THE LORD:

Expressions of love 2ad good-will are right welcome, and closely in keeping
with our present gathering. We pray that Jerusalem may have peace and
prosperity.  To each of you we say, ¢Jehovah Shallom,”—the Lord send
peace. Erom the various sectious of our field in this widely extended country,
we are met to declare the dealings of God with the hosts of our Israel, and to
tuke counsel on the great interests involved in our work. Ministering in holy
things, a full conviction of human impotenc~ evokes the deepest sense of
dependence on Almighty aid. Can we not therefore say, ¢ Jehovah-nissi,”—
the Lord is my bananer? for'in His name, and in His strength, and by His
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direction, we bear aloft the banuer of salvation. Continuing steadfastly in
the Apostles’ doctrine, the conquests we make will evince the glories of Him
who loved us, and gave himself fur us, ¢ Jebovah-Tsidkenu,’—the Lord
our righteousness. Happy in Ilis gracious service, the presence and smile of
Him who walketh in the midst of tue golden candlesticks shall light with
glory all the engagements of the sanctuary, for it shall be said, ¢ Jehovah-
Shammah,””—the Lord is there. Nor can we fail, when thus devoted to
Zion"s King, to see the bright inseription, ¢ Jehovah-jireh,”’—the Lord will
rovide.

The good hand of God has brought us safe together, to blend our mutual
prayers, and to abide, we trust, as heretofure, in hallowed fellowship, We
raise cur Ibenezer. Yet the memory of one who was with us at our last
annual assembly, and who wzs called houie to his reward while bearing the
fraterual greetings of our Union to the brethren in Wisconsin, demands the
tribute of affectionate remewbrance; that brother, though summoned by the
Master while away from his earthly home, hus felt the full force of welecome
to the church of the first-born in heaven. Singularly favoured in the provi-
dence of God as our ministry has evidently been, in that comparatively seldom
has death invaded our ranks, let the call sound louder—

¢« Watch ;—'tis your Lord’'s command,
And while we speak He’s nenr:
Mark the first signal of Ilis band,
And ready all appear.”

We meet with peeuliar joy to-day, for our English brethren have remem-
bered that they have a little sister, ud have sent right trusty men and true
to aid us in maintaining our position and extending the great work which
they recognize us as performing, * amidst difficulties of a peculiar king.”
Many years have elapsed since a deputation of a similar character has visited
us.  These years have served only to give a higher appreciation in our miads
to the present benefit—augel visits are few and fur between. The coming of
these brethren we therefore hail with delight; and as He who holds the winds
and the waves has brought them in peace, we pray that the fulness of the
blessing of the gospel may come with them. Our brethren at home need to
see for themselves, to become acquaioted with the labourers on this harvest
ficld, and to note its features, since the moral and spiritual aspests of the work
hiere may possibly vary as much in their peculiarities as the soft luxuriance of
the English landscape from the rough look of stumps and primitive forests.
This expressed sympathy touches a chord that vibrates like a note of heavenly
sweetnesz.  Isolation is not the order of the day. Nations are bound in lines
of communication ; distant shores are united; the monster steamship is all
but freighted, and ready to start on an errand of déep woment to the civiliza-
tion aond elevation of our race, conveying across the great Atlantic the tele-
graphic wire. May Heaven swile on the effort, and liok in closer bonds
Britain and America! Whence the grandeur of that enterprise? It is from
thought—fresh, warm, vigorous, as it comes from the flaming forge of mind,
without time to cool. The same advantages we enjoy in our present conven-
tion, through our communication, so direct and fraternal, with those brethren
beloved, who have so long maintained an interest in our toil. It stands out
by their presence in the face of the people of this land, that we are one with
a denomination possessing a history, and whose efforts for God and humanity
are ncither few nor small ; a denomination, too, conscivus of poser, else why
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these utterances at the last annual assembly of the Congregational Union of
England and Wales, received with abundant evidence of approbation 7 ¢«¢ Iivery
member of this Union is an emissary and an apostle of peace in this country.
Let any government attempt to make war between this country and Awerica;
let those who, not amongst the rabble, but in some of the highest assemblies
of the world, talk loosely and carelessly, and let fall words calculated to excite
hostility between these two eountries—Ilet thqse, I say, only attempt it, and
they shall soon learn what pow:r the Congregational pastors have in Xngland.
Brethren, you alone would stir up such an excitement in this country a3
would east down any government whatever that endeavored to begin a war
with Awmerica. No, sir; we pray, we strive, we labour to maintain peace,
«ud not only peace, but cordiality between this country and America. We
will be rivals, mother and daughter as these two great nations are, but it shall
be in peace and not ir war; we will be pioneers of progress together, we will
be champions of freedon: everywhere ; and above all, we will be tellow-teachers
throughout the world of that glorious gospel which tells us of & day when ‘a
King shall rule in righteousness, who shall judge the poor of the people; in
whose reign the righteous shall flourish, and abundance of peace so long as
the moon endureth, and who shall break in picces the oppressor.””

As “citizens of no me * city,” we are pleased to have it knewn, not for
purposes of a selfish and proud character, but for usefulness, that we are not
ashamed of our ¢ Independent’” lineage, nor of our ¢ (fongregational”” con-
nexion.

A survey of our year of office as Chairman of this Union, we will not-
attempt. Suffice it to record our impression, that in the great things of the
kingdom of God the onward progress of events is indicative of the flow and
not the cbb of the wave of salvation. There is, however, one grand point
whi 1 we deem it right to notice, an event pregnant with meaning in view of
the evangelization of the millions of Africa, and directly bearing on the eman-
cipation of four millions of slaves in America. The good providence of the
Most High, who ruleth over the natiens, has so shaped events as to bring
about this glorious issue. The ploughshare of war has been turning up the
furrows, that the seed of truth may be scattered. By these mighty events
the star of liberty in Canada has been obscured, but it is “as by the light of
ovening day, the stars ave all concealed.”” The home sought by the panting
fugitive is no longer needed, giving another illustration of John’s sayiug,
¢ He must increase, but I must decrease.””” The sun of a full-orbed freedom
is rising on this continent; may its splendor suffer no eclipse! Through
what scenes of sorrow has this glorious end been reached! Of a great price
has this freedom been obtained. Qur neighbouring nation has bled at every
pore, and to crown the villainy, its chief magistrate has been imwolated, a
victim to the aceyrsed spirit of Slavery, and has fullen a martyr to the princi-
ples of equity and righteousness. We weep at the grave of Lincoln.  Still,
thongh a great and horrible thing has been doue in that land, Hope with her
lucid finger points us to the victory won, and to the captive free!! That
leaven of truth, placed in the midst of the masses by a faithful band, has
powerfully worked in assimilating to its own likeness the whole lump. Testi-
mony on behalf of the down-trodden has borne its fruit, a witness-bearing in
which we rejoice to think the churches of the Congregational order held the
front rank,  The blood-stained soil of the South would give no scope for the
operation of free and independent churches. Effort for the evangelization of
tae South by Congregationalists has heretoforc been neither desired nor
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tolerated there. Now, the call has gone forth to the 2,744 churches of the
Congregational order in the States, to assemble in solemr council, by their
chosen representatives, with the view especially to inaugurate a system of
migsionary aggression in the wide regions of the South. Right speedily may
churches, as lights, be kindled from the Gulf of Mexico to our Sonthern
borders, numerous as the stars of the firmament! To us in the British and
northern part of this contineat, such work is full of interest ; while as Con-
gregationalist Christians we rise superior to nationalities and geographical lines
in the recognition of the great truth, the motto and essence of our system,
¢ One is your Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren.”

We come now to our own direct work as oceupiers of the Canadian field,
and venture o offer a few considerations tending to draw cut the resources of
the churches. This suggests a question which the wisdom, esperience and
picty of this Union may well aid in solving. We claim to possess some
resources, worthy of development. God bath given us, not the spirit of fear,
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. A Christianity destitute of
the attribuie of power to bless and to save, has lost a main feature of heaven-
born religion. Qur power consists, not in great numbers, in boundless wealth,
in the trappings of ceremonial worship; yet, apart from these, we firmly hold
that where the vitality of faith exists, there we look for the removal of moun-
tains.  Faith, though smail even as a grain of mustard seed, nevertheless
contains in embryo the stem, branches, foliage, fruit and beauty of a great
tree. Moral and spiritual power is not weighed and determined by pumbers.
Paul, in crossing into Europe at the cry of the strong man of Macedonia,
invaded not her shores with the tramp of armed men, but came sll but single-
handed to introduce an influence ofttimes silent as the dew of heaven, though
destined to dethrone the idols, subvert the tyrannies, and explode the super-
stitions of that quarter of the globe. Belief, then, in our work must exist,
before there is a reality in it to us. The resources that must ever dwell in
the bosom of a congregation of faithful men aud women, are those which we
would rejoice to have brought out in fairest bloom, in fullest fruitage. We
possess few churches to be compared to those of the old land, strong in wealth,
influence and numbers, where the growth of centuries is inherited; our
churches are mostly like the feeble missionary-aided churches of home. Even
those now possessed of force and life enough to aid others, have grown them-
selves from the ‘tutelage of missionary dependence, and that too in the memory
and before the eyes of honored brethren now present—pioneers of our work;
- nevertheless our faith holds by a capability of development. We read not in
vain of those early triumphs of the cross recorded in the New Testament,
when churches were muhtiplied, for those who preached ¢ so spake that great
multitudes believed.” Further, we call to mind the status, numerieally, of
our denomination in other lands, 2 position not of mushreom growth, but
attained by the sacrifices, prayers and toils of gemerations; and, thanking
God, we take courage.

True, indeed, there are special difficulties to our work in Canada. Kxpe-
rience shows that there is nothing valuable obtained without cost. Gold and
silver, the currency of the world, are found by the hard and rough labour of
the miner. Columbus, the discoverer of this western world, had years of
hard toil in surmounting obstacles in his path, before his eyes were grected
with the sight of the long-sought shore. In missionary work, many a night
of toil and weeping bas passed over the head of the devoted servant of God,
ere joy came in the morning with the breaking down of opposition, indiffes-
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ence and sin. When the current sets in an opposite direction to truth, it is
not in swimming with the tide that duty lics, but’in breasting opposing influ-
ences. Nursing on the lap of ease will produce weaklings; strong and healthy
development springs from the calling out of the powers of our being, in the
developwent of our resources. Storms rock the oak deeper into the soil.
There are hills of difficulty which are to be climbed; attempt to go round,
and disappointment is sure. . ]

What, then, are some of those facts which render our work in Canada diffi-
cult? TFirst of all, the opposition and indifference of the hauman heart to
eternal truth is not less strong and decided here, thaun it is yonder; this,
therefore, we only name. Our view now demands rather what is special.
QOur population is far from being howmogeneous. Popery is intensely strong;
Church-of-Englandism is strong ; Presbyterianism (and that in more families
than one) is strong; Methodism, ia numerous denominations, is strong; and
this was true before we commenced operations in the land. We have in our
towns and country places a erowding of decominations, leaving but little room
for expansion, rather fixing down men to their own form of worship in a way
that expericnce alone can understand, and calling out their ceaseless vigilance
to secure all they can influence. It ought to be remembered that we do not
merely have all the denominations that are found in an English town when a
vigorous state of religious profession exists, but beyond that range we have
the additional denominations of Scotland and Ireland, and Ainerica. Our
catholicity of sentiment, which isa glory that maketh not ashamed, and which
our principles must always lead us to cherish, yet, in the existing pressure of
one on another, necessarily breaks down in the minds of many the obligation
to follow conviction, or prevents the first approaches of thought to questions
which assume the appearance of harmless and unimportant peculiarities.
Deadly errors, in some places popular in the extreme, are propaguted with
amazing zeal, and assume church-form unknown in the fatherland.  We have
not been largely aided by the emigration of our own people from other coun-
tries (& circumstance to which several other denominations owe much), while
there is a ccnstant depletion of our membership frum the migratory babits of
a new country. Generally speaking, recent years have been marked by an
extra pressure of financial difficulty. When we have said, that in addition to
these, each station has probably an idiosyncrasy that shapes itself into a diffi-
culty peculiar to itself, we have said enough.

There is, however, a bright side as well as a dark one. - Conquests o7 grace
are not unknown, ‘“‘not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the
Lord.” All that cheers the heart in the conversion of sinners and the edifi-
cation of saints, encourages the toil of faithful and true workers in Zioun.
Moreover, in this land we have no overshadowing pewer of a state chureh,
howerer rife in some quarters attempts may be to arrogate exclusive power.
We Iabour, too, at the foundations of the insiitutions, laws and habits of the
country; and having been honored in dags that are past to do good service
for religious liberty, temperance and education, we may fairly hope to bave
some weight in the future. Religion, as it prevails, secures peace and good-
will among men, and herce our position, under God, in forming u holy and
happy people, aids in maintaining the peace of the world. And further, the
systein of common-school instruction widely diffused, and the liberal princi-
ples which sway the public mind, are elements that inspire with hope that our
system of church polity, preéminently favourable to light and frecdum, will
yet find a soil here to spread and do work for God, to His glory and the salva-
tion of men.
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In order to this, we must nerve ourselves to the task. The ministry, faith-
ful, devoted and true; the membership, inspired with a like spirit ; all address-
ing themselves to the work, will find their labour shall not be in vain in the
Lord. Torpor must be thrown off. Beloved, we are persuaded better things of
you, though we thus speak ; yet the possibility of failure in action rouses us
to cry—

¢+ Wake! thou that sieepest in enchanted bowers,
Lest theve Jost years should baunt thee in the night,
When Death is weiting for thy numbered houra
To take their swift and everlasting flight.
Wake! ere the earth-born charm unnerve thee quite,
And be thy thoughts to work divine addressed ;
Do something—do it soon—with all thy might ;
An angel’s wing would droop if long at rest,
And God himself, inactive, were no longer blest.”

Let our resources be developed by a clear exhibition of the iruth. Glorying
in the cross has been the blessed occupation of the whole church below, and
is the key-pote of the triumphant song of the church above. It is not a mate-
rial cross. Superstition binds her devoteces by artifice, and makes much of
crosses and cracifizes—nothing, or next to nothing, of salvation by faith in
Christ crucified. The wood of the true cross has been adored as a relic,
forcing the question, What spiritual good can flow from old wood, old rags.
old bones? Common sense reels under the infliction of staggering blows by
pretensions sheltered under the mantle of religion. We fail to seé any power
connected with emblems or relics, to save the soul of man from sin; nor can
we glory but in Christ, and Him crucified. It is quite possible to adorn the
outside of a building with the form of a cross, while within that building the
doctrine of the cross is denied, or allowed to lie without mention. Arvound
the neck of beauty a golden cross may be carried, while the heart beneath
finds no dclight in Him who hung on the accursed tree. A crusader may be
only 2 man of blood, with a cross marked on his garment. Away, then, with
shams, and let a living and intepse faith declare what it knows and feels of
the power of Jesus to save. Work with the direct aim of converting men
should not be confined to those in official positions. I, if I be lifted up,
will draw all men unto me.”” The incomparable brightness of the cross of
Christ spreads 8 glory round it that irradiates with beauty and meaning ail
the texts of scripture, and imparts a dignity to all the duties of life.

Let our resources be drawn out by keeping alive the flame of devolion.
Can we tell what energy dwells in prayer? True prayer is power with God.
Leaders of public devotion, think what responsibility 1s yours! How much
depends on your approach to the throne of grace! Others are affected by
your utterances. Ior ourselves, we see mot in this an argument for the use
of liturgies, but a loud call for the faithful and due maintenance of the spirit
ot prayer in our own hearis. Prayerless ministers can have no success.
‘Where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. A vast power exists in the
churches, which as Congregationalists we can easily draw out, in the exercise
of united, social and persevering prayer. ‘These all continued with one
accord in prayer and supplication,” is the introductery part of pentecostal
scenes. The spirit of prayer must be alive if the true resources of the Church
of Christ are to be brought out. A strong church knows the way to reach
the arm of Omuipotence ; its membership frequents the closet, builds the
family aliar, crowds the prayer meeting. A sense of need, an intense desire
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for a blessing, willingness to do God’s will, and the expulsion from the heart
of regard to iniquity, fail not to secure answers to the prayers of faith.

Let our resources appear by mainlaining @ Jellowship, of which great things
may be expected. We trust the day is distant and will never dawn, when
Congregational believers will become lax in their discipline, and general in
their admissions into the Church. The principle of purity of commuuion is
essential to the true welfare of the Church of Christ. While it diminishes
the bulk, it intensifies the quality. A. pretension without the reality is a
mockeryand a shame. Loud talk and scanty proof would expose to derision ;
but where a godly discrimination exists in the reception of members, all must
admit that the gain of power is great: the life of the professor will corresyond
in some degree with what is preached from the pulpit. Now, true conversions
are much influenced by the walk of godly men; io fact, consistent conduct
and a holy life is * holding forth the word of life;”” this makes the “living
epistle of Christ, known and read of all men;” this is the only bible which
many, in this speculative and worldly age, read: they never look into the
pages of God’s book, but are on the watch to observe the conduet of church
members.  When there is no line of demarcation between the church and the
world, the whole question of religion is thrown aside with contempt, as unwor-
thy of thought. Since we are desirous of securing the material of which the
living temple of the church is composed, there are questions that come up
concerning the great things that may be expected of our members. May not
a wider interest be diffused among all, bound together in such solemn ties, to
work in building up the cause with which they are connected? What is
called ¢ the lay element” should be wrought to the utmost, where practicable,
in supplying out-stations with preachers, in appointing scripture-readers, in
secking out teachers for Sabbath schools; in short, by ealling out in every
way the ewergies of the whole church. Generally speaking, as a people we
cannot be charged with a large amouut of ignorance on scriptural questions.
Intelligence (we speak without boastfulaess) is rather our characteristic.
May we not, however, adnit of improvement in the direction of zeal? It is
good to be zealously aifected in a good thiug. Zeal, connected with a holy
aud consistent membership, arrays the church in garments of beauty, and she
becomes * fair as the moon, clear as the sum, and terrible as an arnmy with
banners.”

Let our resources be multiplied by the adoption of plans of action fitted to
increase the prompt and liberal givings of the people. Much may be done
in this way, the willinghood of the Christian congregation being alwavs kept
in mind. We can have no sympathy with any view that regards churches as
a field affording seope for the abstraction of money. God’s work is too sacred
ta have mercenary motives sanctioned. Every holy feeling should come into
play; constrained by the love of Christ, all that can be done will be joyfully
performed. It will be wise to open as m:uch as possible the action of church
and congregation in pecuniary matters to general knowledge, since, when
people know what is done with their mouey, and their consciences and hearts
approve, demands will be generously met.  Care ought, howerver, to be taken,
in weak causes, not to draw the string too tight, lest it snap—not to make the
demand too heavy, lest any grow weary in well-doing. This is, we think;
especially to be regarded in struggling missionary cburches, where the tewp-
tation to lose heart grows strong, if they are viewed as ¢ sponging” on mis-
sionary funds.

Our great necessity is, however, that* baptism of the Holy Spirit which
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leads us with single eyeto the glory of God, and hearts yearning over the souls
of perishing men, to engage with heart and soul in the cause of Christ. Oh,
for the living fire that shall utterly consume all our carnalities, and rouse the
churches of the living God to an adequate sense of their responsibility! We
need more of Christ in his presence, in his spirit, in his smile, in his power.
When the Lord goeth forth with our armies, we shall return victorious, and
the daughters of Israel shall rejoice. Realize the promise, « always with you,”
and we shall be strong in the Lord and in the power of his might. In the
name of the Lord we set up our banners, for He it is that shall tread down
our enemies. :

In bringing these remarks to a close, the brethren will suffer me to say, for
our mutual good, first, we must beware of becoming impatient of delay in
realizing what we long for. Generally speaking, and more partienlarly in a
field such as ours, the churches are not to be expected to pass to strength and
maturity very rapidly. Progress is not always rapid. 'The noble ship, that
heads the storm and rides it out safely, wins a character as valuable as fleet
sailing in fair weather. The artist’s work advances slowly. Angelo printed
the Sistine chapel, while an imputient Pope urged him on, and left it there
unfinished, because of the threat to throw him down from the scaffld on
which he wrought, if he did not hasten the work to a close. Persevere—
hold out—hold on. The duty of one day may be followed by sterner duties
the next ; prayer may require to be succeeded by prayer; the end of toil may
appear distant; it is well, when the motto, « Faint, yet pursuing,” is ours.

Finally—we should take heed lest we be discouraged. Our feebleness,
numerically, while others are strong, is apt to depress. Remember that truth
does not always stand in majorities—the multitude eried ¢ away with him,
away with him.”  The test of usefulness is, we fear, too much judged of in
this age by per centage and aritbmetical tables. The day shull declare what
we have done, how we have performed it and with what end 1o view. A
sovl truly born again throngh the instrumentality of the faithful servant of
Christ shall bring a higher reward, than to have stood before admiring
multitudes without ever converting one sinner from the error of his way.
Earthly crowns shall perish, stars ethereal may die out, but they who are wise
and tura maony to righteousness shall shine as the stars for ever and ever.
Our time on earth is short—ie are drifting away like a mote on the stream—
we are whirling away like a leaf in the wind—we are are floating away like
clouds on the hill—then let us work while it is called to-day.

< On! for ye now must wage
The warfare, life begun ;
Or see life’s day decline,
With life’s great work undone.
Hark ! for your Captain calls,
And o'er your path has shone
His lightning-gleaming sword :—
On! to the fight, then, on 1"

TWELFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL
UNION OF CANADA. :

The ministers and the delegates of Charches eomposing the Congrega-
tional Union of Canada, assemnbled for their twelfth aznual meeting, at
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4 p.m., on Wedn-sday, June 7th, 1865, in the Boad Street Congregational
Church, Toronto. The number attending was unusually large, and a very
special interest Was given to the whole series of meetings by the presence of
the delegates from Kngland, whom a kind Providence enabled to fulfil their

appointment.
MEMBZRS PRESENT.

The following ministerial members were present :—Revs. L. P. Adams>
W. H. Allworth, E. Barker, R. Browr, J. T. Byrne, W. Clarke, W. I. Clarke’
J. Climie, G. Cornish, B. W. Day, H. Denny, A. Duff, C. Duff, J. Durrant>
E. Ebbs, J. Ellict, K. M. Feawick, J. Forsyth, D. C. Frink, R. Hay
W. Hay, S. King, H. Laneashire, R. Lewis, A. Lillie, D. Macallam, . -
Marling, A. MeGill, A. McGregor, D. McGregor, J. McKillican, A. J-
Parker, T. Pullar, G. A. Rawson, T. M. Reikie, R. Robinson, J. G. Sanderson,
P. Shanks, I. J. Sherrill, J. M. Smith, S. Saider, J. Unsworth, A. Wickson,
. Wilkes, and J. Wood.—45.

The Associated Churches were represented by the following delegates :—
Alton, T. Russell; Barton and Glanford, D. Hess; Brantford, J. Wilkes,
F. P. Goold; Brockville, H. Freeland; Bowmanville, R. Young, J. Turner;
Burford, E. Yeigh; Caledon Soutli, J. Hindley; Cobourg, H. Evans; Cold
Springs, W. Mitchell, W. Campbell ; Eramosa, J. Peters, J. S. Armstrong ;
Forest, G. Hart; Georgetown, James Barber, Joseph Barber; Guelph,
R. J. Jeanneret, J. E. Ellis; Hamilton, Dr. Laing, W. Edaar; Kingston,
G. S. Fenwick ; Lanark, 1st, J. Douglas; Listowel, G. S. Climie; London,
J. Hargreaves ; Markham, H. R. Wales; Meaford, W. D. Taylor; Mountreal,
Ist, T. M. Taylor, J. Baylis; Oro, — McLeod ; Owen Sound, W. W. Swith,
J.Rogerson ; Paris, N. Hamilton, C. Whitlaw ; Pine Grove, R. D. Patterson,
D. Witherspoon ; Sherbrooke, J. S. Walton; Southwold, F. Randall, R.
Carless; Stouffville, 1. Tracy ; Stratford, J. Maddocks ; Toronto (Bond-street),
H. Hewlett, H. P. Dwight; Turnberry, W. Roy.—381 Churches, 44 Delegates.

The delegates from corresponding bodies in attendance were :—Rev. Geo-
Smith, D.D., Rev. J. L. Poore, Congregational Union of England and
Wales; Rev. S. W. Hanks, General Association of Massachusetts; Rev.
F. Oxnard, General Association of Ilinois; Rev. R. Burns, D.D., Cacada
Presbyterian Church.—5.

And the following were invited to sit with the Union as honorary mem-
bers:—Revs. T. S. BEllerby, J. Porter, and H. Melville, of Toronto; Rev.
C. Pedley, of Guelph; Rev. C. Spettizue, of Forest; Rev. H. H. Budge, of
Whitby ; Mr. J. A. R. Dickson (pastor-elect), of London.—T7.

OPENING SESSION.

At the hour appointed, Rev. Tt M. Reikie, retiring Chairman, called the
-aceting to order, and conducted the opening devotional exercises. Rev.
G. A. Rawson was appointed Minute-Secretary, and Mr. J. Hargreaves (alter-
wards replaced by Mr. J. Rogerson), Assistant.

. The Delegates from England, being introduced by Dr. Wilkes, were cor-
dially welcomed by the Chairman, and invited to seats on the platform.

On nomiivation from the chair, a Temporary Committee for business and
nominations was appointed,—~Rev. E. J. Sherrill, convener. The hours of
Session were appointed: Morzing, 9 to 12 ; afternoon, 2 to 5.30.

The Committee of the Union presented their report, which was adopted,

to the following effect: 1. The Union had been called together one day
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earlier than had been appointed, in order to allow any of its members to
attend the National Council of Congregational Churches, in Boston, on the
14th inst. 2. They congratulated the Union on the presence of Rev. Dr.
Smith and Rev. J. L. Poore; and joined in the desirc and prayer that the
result might be the wise and harmonious arrangement of all the difficulties
that had lately been experienced in the working of our missions. 3. They
recommended that a committee be appointed, to act with one from the
Missionary Society, in forming a plan for the visitation of the Churches by
these brethren. 4. They recommended the appointment by the Union of a
delegation to attend, as visitors, the National Council at Boston.

Letters were read from Rev. J. W. Healy, of the Presbyterian and Con}
cregational Cenvention of Wisconsin; Rev. H. Cummings, of the Genera
Association of New Hampshire; and Rev. J. K. Mason, of the General
Conference of Maine, appointed delegates to this body, but unable to attend.
Similar letters were afterwards read from Rev. R. G. Baird, of the General
Association of Michigan, and Rev. R. Wilson, of the Congregational Union
of Nova Scotiz and New Branswick.

lev. D. C. Frink alone of our delegates to corresponding bodies had been
able in person to fulfil his appointment, which was to New Hampshire.

ANNUAL SERMON.

The Union met at half-past seven for public worship. There was a good
eongregation. Rev. E. J. Sherrill conducted the devoticnal services. The
sermon was preached by Rev. Philip Shanks, of Lanark, from Ephesians 1. 22,
¢t Head over all things to the Church.”

COMMITTEES APPOINTED.

At the close of public service, on nomination of the Temporary Committee,
Standing Committees for the session were appointed.. We give the con-
veners’ names only. On Business, Rev. K. Kbbs; Numinations, Rev. W.
Clarke; Membership, Rev. W. H. Allworth; LPublic Services, Rev. F. 11.
Marling ; Finance, T. M. Taylor, sq.

¢“DHE HOUR OF PRAYER.”

One bour, from nine to ten, each morning during the session, was devoted
to a meeting fur prayer and conference. This hallowed obserrance, which has
always been so refreshing a part of the Union meetings, was kept up this
year with undiminished interest. ¢ It was good to be there.”

THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS.

On Thursday morning, after the prayer meeting, Rev. T. M. Reikie de-
livered his address as retiring chairman. His temporary substitute in these
columns takes the Jiberty to say, that the address was heard with profound
interest, and its publication in the Independent requested with emphatic
cordiality. .\s it is accurdingly presented entire in this number, we need not
give here even a summary of its contents.

ELECTION OF NEW CHAIRMAN.

Rev. Archibald Duff, of Sherbrooke, C. E.; was clected Chairman of the
Union for the year 1865-.

The mode of election of the chairman, viz., “ by ballot without nomina-
tion,” was felt to have become so unnecessarily tedious, that, ere the sessiva
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closed, a proposal was made (o alter the seventh stunding rule, by omitting the
words just quoted above, and inserting, ¢ after nomination by the Committee
of the Union.”” The proposul was referred to the Committee of the-Union,
to be reported on at the first session of the next annual mecting.

The remainder of the morning and afternoon of Thursday was devoted to
the business of the Missionary Society, reported elsewhere.

PUBLIC RECEPTION OF DELEGATES.

On Thursday evening, a large audieuce assembled to listen to the addresses
of the delegates from corresponding bodies to the Union, and remained with
unflagging interest to the close of a lengthened service.

After singing and prayer, and a few introductory remarks by the Chairman,

Rev. Dr. Swith, of Poplar, London, was called upon to present the greet-
ings of the Congregational Union of England and Wales.

Rev. Dr. Suirh congratulated himself that, as one of the depatation, he was
allowed to address the audience. If he sbould speak much of the Congrega-
tionalists of England, let it not he attributed to bigotry. Ile recogsised the
unity of brethren in Christ, and was fully sensible of the necessity for the com-
bined exertions of all the children of God to combat error and sin. e did not
believe that any one Church swould achieve the conversion of the world ; but he
did think that that great work was reserved for the Church of Christ. In a
remote part of England & man once saw, in the early morning, an indistinet form
in the distance, which he thought was a monster. It came a little nearer, and
he found it was & man; a little nearer still, and it proved to be his own
brother. So it was with the different denominations of the Christian Church.
When they met together, as on this evening, or on a bible-platform, they found
that whatever might be the difference in name, they were one in Christ. They
recoguised the brotherhood of men, whatever might be their colour or nationality,
and rejoiced at the downfall of every institutivn which taught that one human
being could have property in another. (Applause.) Stll he believed sucial
preferences were justifiable. Ile loved England, with all her faults; but, at the
same time, he would remind the audience that we were une in origin, in laws,
literature, and religion; one in the heroes and saints who had gone before us;
one in those martyrs who lived unknown until persecation found them vut and
chased them up to heaven. Ie claimed that the Congregationalists of Englund
had ever been true to the prisciples of freedom. They were faithful in the long
contest which ended in the emancipation of slives under English rule; and they
rejuiced that the accursed institution had fallen in the United States of America.
(Applause.) Ile mentioned the fact that a Congregational Church—the first of
the kind—had been formed in Baltimore since slavery had ceased. e contended
that they were a people who, come what might, would ever be true to the prin-
ciple of freedom. Ile had heard it said, that the negro never could be an intel-
ligent citizen. It seemed to bim to be a very unge»erous sentiment. The negro
was first embruted, and then found fault with because he was not so enlightened
as those who had been free all their lives and bhad enjoyed the benefits of eduea-
tion. (Applause.) After enlarging upun this idea, the rev. gentleman proceeded
to speak of the Congregational Union of Eungland and Wales. It was the repre-
sentative of the opinions and practice of abvut 2,200 Churches in England. The
brethren of Ireland and Scotland bad Unions of their own. The Union of Eng-
land was formed about thirty-eight years ago. It was small at first; bnt now
their meetings were attended by five hundred delegates, and large numvers of
those interested belonging to the denomination. They needed the largest places
of meeting in London for their purposes. Speaking of his impressioss of
Canada, Dr. Smith said he was reminded of one of a serics of papers written
years agn, by Miss Jane Taylor, under the nom de plume of “Q. Q.7 “How it
strikes a stranger!” The wonders of the land struck him: the glorious lakes,
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the beautiful scenery, the noble rivers, the pure air—all called to his mind Miss
Taylor’s * How it strikes a stranger I But above all those things was the work
effected hy Christianity, and the large share the principles of nonconfurmity had
in it. The Congregational Union of England was a practical thing; not a mere
talking machine. ‘bey bad published a declaration of faith and practice. They
had also published a hymn-book, both of which he recommended to them. They
had established a fuud for the support and educaton of the wives and the
children of deceased ministers. They had also established a fund for the sup-
port of aged ministers, which, he believed, now amounted to £35,000, In order
to shew the position of the Independents in England, Dr. Smith quoted Dean
Stanley, who said, that * without human creeds or enforced subseription to ar-
ticles of faith, they were more unanimous in sentiment and uniform in practice
than any other denomination of Christians in the land.” (Applavse.) Tae
Congregationalists had several periodicals, with a large circalation, including the
Christian Witness and lenny Magazine,—the profits arising from which were
devoted to the use of aged ministers.  Time was, when Independents were
obliged to build meeting-houses in back-yards or lanes ; row, improved architec-
ture and enlarged space, in public situations, marked their places of worship.
The Chapel Building Societies for London and the country had promoted the
erection of a lar e number of spacious sanctuaries, which were filled by atten-
tive hearers. (Applause.) He had beard that it was reported here, that the
Cougregativnal ministers of England and Wales were getting heterodox, especially
the younger part of them. 'I'he charge was unfounded. Without an invariable
adherence to stereotyped forms of oppressiou, their ministry was marked by a
firm, faithful adherence to evangelical truth.  Dr, Smith then spoke at iength on
the steps taken by the Congregational Union for the celebration of the Bicen-
tenary of the Act of Uniformity; on the growing interest of the Churzhes in
their colleges ; on the evangelizing efforts made in the rural districts of England;
and on the part taken by the denominution generallr in advancing the vanse of
Christian iutelligence and freedom. In conclusion, he (Dr. Smith) trusted thas
the visit of the delegation would be of use here, under God’s blessing. It had
comforted his heart to meet the brethren in Canada. Ile should go back to
England and endeavour to promote love for the Churches here.  They were weak
here, he was told. Ile did not see why they should be. They were a free
people, and to such the principles of Congregationalism were peculinrly aceept-
able, or should be so. It Congregationalism was not popular in Canada, so
much the worse for Canada.  There is no necessity to be ashamed of it. Some
of the greatest and wisest men that ever lived had believed in it. e might
speak of true and noble men in a former age—as Robinson and Owen, Milton and
Cromwell—who held and honoured the principles of Independency. (Applauvse.)
In conelusion, he begged to convey to the audience and the Churches here the
warmest Christian greeting of the Congregational Union of England and Wales.
(Applause.)

The Rev. Mr. Poore (recently of Australia), another member of the Deputation,
and Secretary of the Colonial Missionary Society, said, after the eloquent speech
of Dr. Smith he did not think it would be well for him to detain them long. Con-
gregationalism, viewed in a proper light, was absence of sectarianism. 1t recog-
nized the right, the complete right of all people to worship God according to their
own counsciences. It had no bands except that of the Gospel. There were Con-
gregational Unions in Victoria, New South Wales, and Queensland. In New
Zealand the churches were as yet too seattered. The latest born Union was in
Natal. It consisted of three churches, and the other day he had received the
chairman’s address! It was a glorious thing that the principles of civil and
religious liberty were thus spreading in‘the world. * Oh!” said some of their dear
friends, * You are getting very Presbyterian.” He said in return that “ Presby-
terians were getting very Congregational.” Perhaps it was so; they were learn-
ing from onc another; at any rate they learning to love another. 1Ie hoped the
timne would soon come when all the churches of British North America would be
united as those of Canada now were. In conclusion, he greeted the audience and
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the Union on hehalf of the Churches in Australia and the Congregational Union
of England and Wales.

Rev. Dr. LinLig also was received with applause. Tn addressing the deputation,
he said, to use an old Indian form ol speech—* We shake hands with you in our
hearts.” The brethren sympathised with all that had been said of Christian
unity. ‘They sympathised with them in their comparative aspreciation of denomi-
nationalism and Christianity. They loved Congregationalisin because it enabled
them to be better Christians. (Applause.) It was not needed for Dr. Swith to
assure them that the Congregational Churches in England were sound in the faith.
They knew it before. They had heard the report spoken of, but not a man
believed it. They thanked the brethren of England for thinking of them, for
sending a delegation here, and especially for sending Dr. Smith and his colleague.
Te begged them to carry their thanks back home, and if they could not persvade
other brethren to come out to sce Canadian Congregationalists, he hoped this
deputation would come a second time. (Cheers.) Dr. Smith bad said that he
would carry back a good report. Ile hoped that would be the case; but from
what had fallen from his lips he could sec that he had heard the miserable
whine that Congregationalism was unpopular in Canada. e did not know what
was meant by that.  More might have been done, doubtless; but if the deputa-
tion would look at their carefully prepared statistics, and remember the age of the
oldest Congregational Church in Canada, they would sce there was no reason to
faint in the work. In warm terms Dr. Lillic extended a cordial welcome to the
delegation ; and also to a gentleman from New England present. With the
strugele for freedom in the United States the brethren have always sympathised.
Dr. Lillic spoke of the idea prevailing to a certain extent on the other side that
Canadians were hostile ; he denied its truth, and appealed to meetings held even
in Montreal ; one during the winter and another on the occasion of the death of
the President, as evidence to the contrary. The speaker referred gratefully to the
fact that the Bev. Dr. Burns, of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, was present,
and reciprocated the good feeling, of which his attendance was good proof.
(Applause.)

Rev. 5. W. I1axks, from the General Association of Massachusetts, szid that the
body he represented numbered 425 members, over 325 of whom were pastors.
As to their theology, they got it from the same source as we did, and they counted
it was pretty straight. They understood what the sentiments of the Congrega-
tionalists were regarding the rebellion ; they thanked them for it; but they
understood also what had been going on in Liverpool and among the upper classes
of England. They studied it, they knew it all! As they had had the sympathy
of Congregationalists in the past, they trusted they would have it in the future.
They had got the principles of liberty from England. They knew who Oliver
Cromwell was—all of them! They desired to be one in faith in the Church of
Christ with English Christians. But they did not want anything clse from
England. They knew how that great lion went tearing round, and if ever he and
“our bird” got into collision, feathers and hair would fly, he could assure
them. After some expressions of good will, the rev, gentleman resumed his seat.

Rev. F. Oxxarp, from the General Association of Illinois, said the State of
Illinois was 400 miles long and 200 broad. The population was 2,000,000. It
had sent 200,000 ot”its young men to the great war—40,000 of whom were never
to return. _The fervour with which they had been animated arose from the plant-
ing of the Puritan Churches in the State.  Within the last twenty years, 225 had
been formed, having now 14,000 Christian men and women.  But he was not sent
here to make a speech, but merely to express to the Canadian brethren the good
wishes of the brethren in Illinois. “May we not hope,” he asked, “that ere
long we may send a delegation, not to the Union of the Province of Canada—but
to the State of Canada?” (Laughter, and *“No, no! we know better.” * Oh,
Oh!” succceded by faint applause.)

Rev. Dr. Burys, delegate from the Canada Presbyterian Church, was next
heard. He bore the Christian greeting of the Church of which he was a member
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to the Congregational Union; and then'proceeded to speak of the strength that
had been gained by the late union of the two Presbyterian bodies. e con-
gratulated the audicnce on the harmony and brotherly love of the meeting, as
displayed this evening. The sending of deputations from one Church to the
other served to bring into prominence the fact that, in the great things of religion,
they were, as one, to cultivate that great love which all believers in Christ should
entertain for each other ; to give them 21l greater strength whereby to combat the
common cnemy ; and to prove to the doubting world the fact that.they had one
faith, one hope, one baptism, He begged to express, on the part of the Synod,
their ecarnest prayer that more and more they might aid and welcome each other
in the common work, to the glory of God and the happiness of man. (Applause.)

‘The doxology having been sung and prayer offered, the meeting was brought
toJa close.

THE SESSIONS OF FRIDAY.

On Triday, little was done by the Unjon besides routine business, the
morning hours being given up to the Corporation of the College, and the
afternoun to the Missionary Socicty. The evening meeting also, being held
-on behalf of Howe Missions, is reported in connection with the proceedings
of the latter body.
STATISTICS AND NARRATIVE.

The statistical table of the Congregational churches in Canada, for the year
ending May 7, 1865, was presented by Rev. J. Wood, Secretary of the Union.
We give some of the priucipal figures. There are 100 names on the list of
churches, but of these b are merely second names for churches already in the
list. Of at least twelve more, it may be said that they have no existence as
worshipping assemblies, though their organization may not have been furmally
dissalved, and half of them possess buildiugs. The number of cliurches
actually living cannot be set, by liberal construction, at much above §0. Of
these, 62 have pastors, and some half-a-duzen more have more or less frequent
supplies. As several of the ministers serve more than one church, the 632
pastorates are filled by 53 men. That returns should have been received,
under these cireumstances, from 61 churches, is creditable to the body. The
average duration, to the present time, of the threescore pastorates. is seven
and a half years. Connected with the reported churches are 144 regular
stations, at which 143 Salluth scrvices are held, and 72 on week evenings.
The number of adkerents is given at 12,300 ; the average altendance at the
principal stations, at 8,024; and at all stations, 11,8300. There have been
266 additions to the churches by profession, 112 by letter, in all 378; while
the Jusses have been, by death 34, by letter 127, and by excision 22, total 183.
The present memlership is 4,087, being composed of 1,417 males, and 2,670
females, 294 being absentees. The Japtisms have been, infant, 256 ; adult,
85. There are 74 Sabbath schools, with 548 teachers, and 4,462 scholars.
The Church buildings number 80, of which 52 are of wood, 12 of brick, 9
of stone, 2 of plaster, and 3 of logs, and of 2 the material is not given. In
these the sitt/mgs are 20,350. Their value is $207,056. There are 5 reported
as “improved’” during the year, 2 as * repaired,” 1 as “enlarged,” 1 as
«built,” 1 ¢rebuilding after fire,”” 2 with ¢ debts reduced,” and 3 * parson-
ages built.” There are 26 snsured, 31 uninsured, to which must be added
most of those giving no answer. The number duly vested and registered is
47; 6 coufess they are not, the rest are silent. The contrilutions of the year
are: for local objects, $40,084; for denominational purposes, $4,601; for
foreizn and Indian missions, $1,318; and for general religious objects,
$1,484 ;—total, $18,387.
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It must be borne in mind by all who read these figures, that they are far
from being complete. The returns are from only three-fourtl:s of the
churches, and some, whose figures would considerably increase the totals, are
wanting.  Some of those who have sent returns, have omitted several parti-
culars from the schedule. Theydo but furnish an approximation to the facts.

The Narrative of the State of Religion we print elsewhere in full.

BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES.

During the prayer-meeting on Saturday morning, Rev. 8. W. Hanks des-
cribed the work done by the Seamen’s IFitend Society in Boston; and T. M.
"Laylor, Esq., wade a brief but earnest plea on behalf of the Canada Foreign
Missionary Society, whose missionary to Lalrador, Rev. C. Carpenter, had
been laid aside by i1l health, and which was urgently in want of another to
take his place. On Monday, Rev. J. T. Byrne and Dr. Wilkes were heard
on behalf of the French Canadian Missionary Society, the latter also pre-
senting a letter of salutation (in French) from the Syned of the French
Evangelical Churches in Canada; and Rev. J. McKillican represented the
claims of the Canada Sunday School Union. The two latter socicties were
recommended for annual contributions to the Churches.

. MEMBERSHIP OF THE UNION.

The Rev. Joseph Forsyth, of Massawippi, C. E., was received into the
Union. The application of Mr. J. A. R. Dickson, pastor elect at London,
was laid over until he should have been ordaimed. Revs. W. Clarke, D.
Macallum and J. Wood were appointed to visit Amherstburg and enquire
into the Christian and ecclesiastical standing of the Congregatioual Church
there, and its pastor, buth applying for admissivn, their report to be presented
at the next Univn mecting. The Secretary was directed to correspond with
Revs. J. Fraser, B. M. Irink, J. Hooper and A. Raymond, now removed
from the Province, in respect to their membership. The following resolu-
tion was adopted in reference to the luss of Rev. R. McGregor, a member of
this body, who had died during the year—

Resolred, That this Union records its deep sorrow at the decease of our esteemed
brother, the late Rev. Robert McGregor, whose energies, yet in full vigour, were
devoted with untiring zeal to the arduous missionary work in our backwouds; and
that we tender to his bereaved family cur kindest sympathy in their affliction.

RESOLUTIONS ON PUBLIC QUESTIONS.

The following resolutions were adopted by the Union, chiefly during the
sitting of Saturday, being presented by the Business Committee, and voted
with little, if any dehate ; not, be it understood, hecause of the ‘ndifference,
but the unanimity, ot the body.

1. On Intemperance.

Resolved, That this Union expresses its deep sympathy with the efforts put
forth for the suppression of intemperance, and the removal of its causes in this
Province ; and that the ministers are again requested to preach on the subject of
Temperance on the Sabbath next preceding the 25th December next.

2. On the close of the American Civil War.
. I?qsolred, That this Union desires to record its gratitude to God, and to express
its sincere satisfaction on the close of the late war, and the extinction of Slavery
in the United States; also, that it tenders its heartfelt sympathy to the churchcs
of our faith and order, and all others who have been afflicted and bereaved by the
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loss of relatives, pastors and friends in the war; and congratulates them on the
final triumph of those holy principles of freedom and amelioration for the slave,
for which so many of their churches have so long contended with unwavering zeal
and consistency.

3. On the assassination of President Lincoln.

Resolved, That this Union desires to place on record its hearty abhorrence and
horror at the perpetration of the recent atrocious deed of blood, the assassination
of Abraham Lincoln, the patriotic, conscientious and high-minded President of the
United States, at a time when his firm hand, kindly nature and clear head seemed
necessary to secure the return of peace and the reéstablishment of order on a
rightecous and permanent basis. It cordially assures the family of the late Presi-
dent, and the people of the United States, of its Christian sympathy in this dis-
tressing event; and, further, rejoices in the calmness and self-government mani-
fested by the community in the midst of such exciﬁn[i scenes as have recently
occurred, and that thereby the unholy purposes of wicked men have been, in the
good providence of God, frustrated and brought to naught.

VOTES OF THANKS.

The thanks of the Union were voted, at different times,

1. To the Grand Trunk and Great Western Railway Companies for the
facilities kindly furnished its members in attending this annual meeting.

2. To “the kind friends in this city for the generous hospitality and kind-
ness they have accorded to them, whereby their comfort and pleasure, during
the present session, have been greatly enhanced.”

8. To Andrew Hamilton, Esq., for his generous gitts of books, pamphlets
and publications on Congregationalism, to churches in connection with this
Union. .

COLLECTIONS FOR WIDOWS' FUND AND COLLEGE.

The following resolutions were adopted :

1. Resolved, That this Union cordially recommends the Winows’ ANp Orrrans’
Frnp to the sympathy of the pastors and churches, and that they be requested to
preack and take up a collection on <ts behalf on the first Sabbath in September.

2. Resolved, That the Union joins with the Corporation of the CoLLEGE o¥
Brimisu NorrE AMERICA, in recommending to the churches the observance of the
second Sabbath in Oétober next, as a day of special prayer for the College, and
for a simultaneous collection on its behalf.

DELEGATES AND NOMINATIONS.

On reports of the Nomination Committee, the following appointments were
made :

I. Delegates to the National Council of Congregational Churches, to be
held at Bostou, on the 14th June, 1865,—Rev. H. Wilkes, D.D., K. M.
Yenwick, . J. Sherrill, A. Duff, J. Wood, . Ebbs, T. M. Reikie, and
D. C. Frink.

II. Delegates to Corresponding Bodies.

To the Congregational Union of England and Wales,—at the October
meeting, Bristol, 1865, Rev. K. M. Fenwick; at the May meeting, London,
1866, Rev. A. Duff.

To the Congregational Union of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick (Che-
bogue), 21st July, 1865, Rev. Dr. Wilkes. .

o the General Conference of Maine (Portland), June 27, 1865, Rev. A.
Duff; alternate, Rev. A. MeGregor.
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To the General Association of New Hampshire (Newport), August 23rd,
1865), Rev. H. D. Powis; alternate, Rev. G. B. Bucher.

To the General Convention of Vermont (Burlington), June 20, 1865, Rev.
D. C. Frink ; alternate, Rev. H. Lancashire.

To the General As ociativn of Massachusetts (Medford), June 27, 18065,
Rev. E. J. Sherrill.

To the General Conference of Mussachusetts (Haverhill), Sept. 12, 1865,
Rev. J. Wood; alternate, Rev. E. Jibbs.

To the General Association of New York (——————), Sept. 19, 1865,
Rev. F. H. Marling ; alternate, Rev. T. Pullar.

To the General Association of Michigan, May, 1866, Rev..J. Wood ;
alternate, Rev. W. Clarh »

To the General Associativn of Illinois, May, 1866, Rev. R. Hay ; alternate,
Rev. J. Unsworth.

To the General Conference of the Presbyterian and Congregational
Churches in Wisconsin (Milwaukie), October 4, 1865, Rev. W. F. Clarke;
alternate, Rev. D. McCallum.

To the Synod of the Canada Presbyterian Church (Hamilton), June, 1856,
Rev. J. Climic; alternate, Rev. A. MecGill.

IIL. Appointments for the next Union Meeting

1. The meeting to be held at Montreal, on the second Thursday in June
(14th), 1866.

2. The opening Sermon to be preached by Rev. W. I. Clarke; alternate,
Rev. D. McGregor.

8. The Sabbath morning Sermon, by Rev. F. H. Marling ; alternate, Rev.
E. Barker.

4. The Chairman, the Secretary, and the Pastor in the place of meeting,
to be a Committee to arrange for the Public Services.

5. Committee of the Union—Chairman, Rev. A. Duff; Secretary-Trea-
surer, Rev. J. Wood ; Rev. Dr. Wilkes, G- Cornish and A. J. Parker; Messrs.
J. P. Clark, T. M. Taylor and J. Baylis.

ALTERATIONS IN THE STANDING RULES.

We have already noticed a proposed change in the rule for clecting 4
chairman. Another change was adopted, viz., that the words ¢ public ser-
vices”” be omitted from the 4th rule, and that the following be an additional
rule :—

“The Chairman and the Secretary for the time being, and the Pastor of the

church with which the Union will hold its next annual mecting, shall be a Com-
mittee to arrange for the Public Services of the Union during such meeting.”

PRINTING OF THE MINUTES.

The Secretary and Minute Secretary were appointed a Committee to pre-
pare a condensed copy of the Minutes of the present mecting for publication,
the edition to consist of five hundred copies, and the whole to be stitched up
with the Missionary and Colicge Reports.

TEMPERANCE CONVENTION IN SARATOGA.

A letter being presented to the Union, from Rev. Dr. Chickering, in refer-
ece to 2 Temperaoce Convention to be held in Saratoga, N. Y., the Union
appointed Rev. A. Duff, J. McKillican, and W. Hay, its representatives .at
that meeting.
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SABBATH SERVICES.

The Subbath of the Unicn mccting, June 1lth, was “a high day ;" as
lovely a summer day as ever was enjoyed—clear, bright and eool.

The public services began with a prayer meeting at a quarter to ten,
attended by a goodly number who came to ask God’s blessing on the day.

At 11 a.m., Dr. Smith preached in the Bond-street Church, to a large con-
gregation, from Hebrews i. 8,—* Who, being the brightness of His glory,
and the express image of His Person, when he had by bimself purged our
sins, sut down on the right hand of the Majesty on bigh.”  From this passage
(1) the character (2), the work, and (3) the reward of Christ, were set forth
with greaf clearness of doctrinal teaching, and upplied with earnest aud affec-
tionate discrimination. It was a word in due season for such an occasion,
thus to discourse on the essential truths of the gospel. ¢ The trumpet gave
a certain svund.”

At the same hour, the Rev. J. 1. Poore preached in Zion Chapel, from
Gal. iv. 26,—¢¢ Jerusalem, which is above, is free, which 1s the wother of us
all.”  The sermon, which was very full of thought, set forth (1) the contrast,
(2) the comparison, between the old und the new—the law and the gospel—
the carthly and the beavenly Jerusalem. The practical lessons were well and
faithfully brought out, and the service closed by the congregation singing
¢ O mother, dear Jerusalem.”

After morning service, the Lord’s Supper was observed in Bond-street
Church, members of the Tnion who had been preaching or worshipping clse-
where, and a considerable body of the members of the First Church, swelling
the number of the communicants to about three hundred.  While all these
were gathering, the hymn, ¢ Kindred in Christ, for his dear sake,” was sung.
The Rev. F. H. Marling, as pastor of the church, presided. Thanksgivings
were offered by Revs. A. J. Parker and W. Hay. Rev. J. 1. Poore delivered
a brief address on the consecration of ourselves and all we have to the
Redeemer, and the service closed by singing ¢ When I survey the wondrous
cross.”’

In the afternoon, at half-past 3, four Sabbath Schools connected with the
Congregational churches in Toronto, assembled in the same place. The in-
mates of the Boys” Home, who bad made special application for the purpose,
were also present, making four or five hundred in all, and filling nearly every
yew on the ground floor. The aisles aud the gallery were ecrowded with spec-
tators, and many went away uuable to get in.  Mr. J. J. Clark, Saperinten-
dent of the Church-street School, presiced. After singing, reading, and
prayer by Rev. C. Spettigue, Revs. Dr. Smith, J. L. Poore, J. Wood and J.
McKillican were called upon to speak. It is impossible for us to give any
report of these most appropriate addresses. Well known schovl melodies
were sung at intervals. The perfeet quietness and order observed were com-
mended by more than one of the speakers. We are sure that the teachers
and scholars will long remewber this meeting.

At 7 p.m., the Rev. J. L. Poore preached in Bond-street to a full house,
frow Luke x’ 23, 24,— Aod be turncd him unto his disciples, and said,
privately : Blessed are the eyes which see the things wbich ye see; for [ tell
you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see those things which ye
sce, and have not seen them ; and to hear those things which ye hear, and
have not heard them.” It was a vigorous and cheering discourse. having for
its key-note “ The good grows,” and was well fitted to encourage lubourers in
the truth.
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At the same hour, Rev. Dr. Smith preached at Zion Chapel, which was well
filled, from Revelation, iii. 18,—4 T connsel thee to buy f me gold iried in
the fire, that thou mayest be rich ; and white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine
eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see.” The spirit of the passage was
brought out with much power and faithfulness.

MORDAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

Some of the matters enumerated above, which, for convenience’ sake, we
have classified with others of a like nature, were attended to during the ses-
sions of Monday, the last day of the meeting. On thas day, the following
proceedings took place.

RESPONSE TO TRE ENGLISH DELEGATES.

In addition to the votes passed by the subseribers to the Mission and to the
College, the Union, as the body to which the delegates from England were
primarily sent, resolved as follows:

That the hearty thanks of this Union be presented to Rev. Dr. Smith and Rer.
dJ. L. Poore, delegates from the Congregational Union of England and Wales, and,
through them, to that body, for their opportune and most refreshing visit; and
that we morcover gratefully accept the arduous labours of love to which they are
prepared to devote several weeks, in making a tour of this Province, and that we
will make the utmost cffort to render their visits profitable to the churches and
pleasant to themselves.

To this resolution Dr. Smith made a happy response, especially urging a
reciprocation of this visit. It was further resolved,

That this Union, in compliance with the invitation of the Congregational U'nion
of England and Walcs, to send a delegate, if possible, to attend the meeting of
that body to be held in Bristol on the 23rd October next, refer the nomination of
such a delegate to the Nomination Committee.

As already stated, Rev. K. M. Fenwick was chosen delegate to the above
mecting, and Rev. A. Duff to that in May, 1866.

FINANCE COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

The Tinance Committee reported that they had received $277 79, collec-
lections from the churches fur the Union, to which some additions waould be
made.  The travelling expenses of the ministerial members and of one dele-
zate from each church represented, amounted to $300 74.  They had there-
fore declared a dividend of 80 per cent. on the above esxpenses, resersing a
balauce for printing, &.  The report was adopted.

THE ‘“CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.”

Rev. K. M. Fenwick, on hehalf of the proprietors of this magazine, made
astatement of its financial position, aceording to which the liabilities for publi-
cation were over $200, and the assets, v.e., wnpaid sudscriptions, nearly $1,000.
How much of this would eventually be paid. he could not state. He urged
vigorous effort to collect these debts, to which several of the pastors and
delegates responded by promising to attend to the matter in their own locali-
ties. We wish them large suceess.

Mr. Fenwick also stated that Rev. T. M. Reikie, who had been Editor for
the past seven years, was at present suffering from impuired health, and that
an arrangewent had been made for his relief from his charge during the next
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three mouths; Rev. F. II. Marling, with the aid of Rev. W. F. Clarke,
having consented to supply his place. It was resolved,

That the cordial thanks of this Union be presented to Rev. T. M. Reikie, for the
continuance of his services as Editor of the Cunadian Independent during another
year, together with our warmest sympathy with him in his present enfeebled con-
dition of health, resuiting in part from the arduous labours of his office, and that
we earnestly pray that he may Le speedily restored to health.

This resolutivn was adopted by a rising vote, and special prayer was offercd
by Mr. Feuwick on Mr. Reikie’s behalf. :

The thanks of the Union were also voted to the Praprietors of the maga-
zine and to the business Agent, for the services rendered by them to the body.

CLOSING PUBLIC HIEETIXG.

The lact public service of the Union was held on Monduy evening. At
this fourth meeting the church was again filled. Rev. W. Clarke, who had
been called to the chair ou the retirement of Rev. A. Duff, presided.  After
stuging and prayer, and a few words frum the Chairman, the Secrctary gave
a brief sketch of the proceedings reported above. Professor Cornish then
delivered the address on the Cullege, to which we have referred elsewhere;
after which,

In conclusion, he tendered his thanks to the gentlemen who had con.e acress
the water to visit them.  The result of their mission, he was sure, would be far
ereater than many of them had any idea. It wrs no ordinary honour to the
churches to be visited by men of their standing at Lome.  1e trusted they would
be able to bear home a good report of the fealty of the Congregationalists in
Canada to frec principles.  (Cheers.) They would be able, too, to carry home a
gnod report of their loyalty to the Queen.  (Applause.) They had been accused
of being Radicals because they were Congregationalists, but he thought it was not
really necessary that they should be Radicals politically because they were inbucd
with free principles in reference to church matters.  (Laughter.) A fricnd on
the other side of the line had once said he hoped to come to pay avisit some time
to the Congregational Union of the State of Canada. (Laughter.) For his part
he hoped the good brother would never have that opportunity.  (Applause.)

Rev. Dr. Swite said tiat though he was firmly of opinion that he had been
only a few days in Canada, it seemed as if a very long period had clapsed, owing
to the number of friends with whom he had mingled.  If he and his fiiend Mr.
Poor had entertained any doubts of the propricty of visiting Canada Licfore com-
ing, those doubts had beea dispelled by the kindness they had met with in this
city. He begged to assure Professor Cornish that he had sat with a very great
deal of docility at his feet during the discourse he had just concluded, and that
if’ he was always honoured with as attentive and submissive students as he had
found in himself, he would soon raise up in Canada a band of faithful fellowers.
(Laughter.) As instructed by him, he certainly would go home and tell his peo-
ple of the loyalty of the people to the Queen and to Congregational principles, and
of the great love and worthy emulation in holy things existing among the brethren
with whom he had enjoyed the pleasure of meeting here. IHe intended his re-
markstobe brief. Heremembered to have heard sometimeago of an Irish lady who
had discovered a'new beatitude—* Blessed is the man that maketh a short speech;
he will be invited to come again.”  But many men made short speeches without
making them cither interesting or instructive.  In a speech he had made the other
evening, without the aid of some notes which he had forgotten to bring with him
to the church, he had made some errors in statistics.  lle bad stated that their
hymn-books in England, had reached 2 circulation of 100,000 copics, whereas he
should have sajd 340,000 copies. The circulation of the Congregational Year
Book for the present year had attained to 5,070 copies, and a most valuable work
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i* was for the families of Congregationalists. Members of their churches in Eng-
land sometimes complained that their pastors did not talk enangh ta them of thie
distinetive principles of Congregationalism. They did not like to refer to those
things from the pulpit on the Sabbath, because the vital truths of the Gospel then
demanded their best efforts.  But on an occasion like the present there was no
need of restraint, and therefore he should make reference to those principles. e
thought however, that if it was done in love and meekness no one need com-
plain if those characteristics of the denomination were brought out upon the
Sabbath day from the pulpit. Other denominations proclaimed their characteris-
tics on all occasions. Iow often do Church of England pastors remind their
people that theirs is the poor man’s church. Go into a Methodist Church and
vou very soon discover its character from the doctrines preached. And so with
Presbyterians and all other orthodox churches, to say nothing of the un-orthodox
bodies, of which there are such a number in Canada. A friend of his had re-
marked that the truth was not all monopolized by any one body or church, but
that all of them had more or less of the precious commodity. That was exactly
his opinion. This rank sectarianisin was like the idea of the boys who broke
up a mirror, when each caught up a piece and claimed that he had the whole of
it because his own face was perfectly reflected in it. They had not so many nor
such strange denominations in England as there were here. 1le had taken down
a list of the Canadian churches for the edification of his friends when he returned.
Though each church in England, and in Canada, too, had its pieces of the truth,
and the Congregationalists had had their picce, he thought the principles of the
latter were such as were well worth contending for.  They contended for the right
of private judgment; and more than that, for the all-sufficiency of the IHoly
Scriptures ; and more important than that again, they contended for the duty of
exercising private judgment. It was the right and privilege of every man to take
the Bible in his hands and read it for himself. But it was also the duty of every
man to do this. A man might take up his privilege or neglect it, but duty is
binding solemnly binding upon every man having a heart andan intellect. In con-
tending for the right of private judgment, he admitted that everybody clse had a
right to the same privilege, and he rgspuected the exercise of thatright. They con-
tended, too, for the sufficiency of the Word of the Lord, without note or com-
ment, to make men wise unto salvation, to organise the church, and to provide
everything necessary for the worship of God. Ile held that without Act of Parlia-
ment, or writing out of creed, or subscription to articles 39 or 93, there could be
substantial waity of judgment and oneness of belief in the truth of the proclama-
tion of a cotmmon and glorious salvation. (Applause.) A man might subscribetoa
gond number of articlesand not believe them. e might subscribe to many things
and yet not allow them to have a controlling influence upon his heart and conduct.
Many men subseribe to things which they do not fully understand.  Ile had read
not very long ago, of an incident that occurred in the olden time, when oaths
were more common in England than at present. A man was appointed a profes-
sor in onc of the Scottish Universitics, whose duty consisted in giving instruction
in mathematics, or some other non-theological branch, and who, before taking his
and receiving his emoluments, had to subscribe to the forms prescribed by the
church.  Some of his friends thought him wrong in doing this. Why, they said,
those forms do not surely contain your belief. * Och, yes, they do,” said he, *and
2 good deal mair than my belief.” (Laughter.) So a serics of articles prescribed
by a church’s forms may not contain what a man believes with reference to doc-
trine, and may contain a great deal more than he believes.  We believe, said he,
that it is sufficient that a man’s heart is right with his God, and that he should
give utterance to his helief as God bas endowed him. .And while they contended
for the sufficiency of the Holy Secriptures, and held them to be the statute book of
the Church of Christ, they also contended for the spirituality of the Church. They
held that men were born into the Church. of Christ, not of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, or subscription to any man-made formns, but by being called of God.
They believed that men, to be proper subjects of church fellowghip, should Le
influenced in their conduct by a pure and undefiled religioni—a religion that involved



24 TWELFTIHI ANNUAL MEETING OF THOE UNION.

purity of intention, sanctity of the temper, and conformity in all things to the mind
and will of God. They could not believe that a church was a collection of ungodly
men and of God-fearing peopie brought together indiscriminately, like the various

animale eloan and unelean) in good old Moal's ark.  They believed the Church
should be made up of men and women and children, who were called of God, and
continued faithful to the grace imparted unto them. If those principles were not
warmly entertained, and were not lived up to by any of the churches, or by indi-
vidual members thereof, it was not because the standard was too high, for God
instituted that, but because the attainments of the members were not commensu-
rate with their privileges and gifts, because they came short of the stature of men
and women in Christ Jesus. In reference to the formation of churches, there
was too frequently a disposition to multiply them in small towns and viilages.
1ie believed that village churches should affiliate themselves with, and form part
and parcel of the nearest city church with which they could work harmoniously.
By establiching separate organizations in small places, many churches found difii-
culty in obtaining proper support; but where a church of Christ was formed, they
contended for its ample authority and sufficiency to transact all business that a
church was authorized in the word of God to transact. The weakest, feeblest
church was not called upon to give place, even, for an hour, in matters that con-
cerned it, to the authority of the strongest, the most intelligent or the wealthiest
church in the land. e believed, with the late Lord Macaulay, that the Christian
Church had suffered more from the attempts of men to honor her with worldly
patronage and power, than she had cver suffered from the attempts so frequently
made to crush her to the dust. (Hear, hear) They believed that Christianity
derived its true, legitimate power, not from acts of Parliament, but from its adap-
tation to the wants and woes of the human heart. It derived its power from its
divinity. If it ever needed the aid of secular power, of wealth, of pomp and of
splendouy, it needed it in the primitive times; and if it needed these worldly sur-
roundings then, He who called the poor fishermen and converted them into his
followers, might as easily have called the Caesars and the rulers of the entire world,
and converted them. In this free country of Canada there was not the great over-
shadowing power that they have to contend ®ith in England, of a great ccclesias-
tical State Church, that monopolized the talent and weaith of the country, to the
disadvantage of all other denvminativns of worshipping Christians.  But with all
this in their way in that country, they were content to go on their way r¢joicing
in the freedom of truth, and bLearing witness for the truth, and the freedown, and
the powerof the Gospel.  They could go on without State aid, in the spirit of that
philosopher who was tracing some great problem upon the sand, when a great
prince, observing him, complimented his learning and diligence, and desired to
know if he could not assist him in some manner. The philosopher thanked him
for his kindness, and proceeded with his study, but presently, looking up, said he
could oblige him very much by heeping out of his light. (Laughter.) That was
all the Congregationalists asked of the great Church of England—simply that it
would not cowe in between them and the glorious light of the Gospel.  They did
not desire its destruction, but would be glad to see it doing all the good it could
do on the same footing as other Christian bodies. (lIcar, hear.) Another principle
which they, as a denomination, held dear, was the obligation of every Church to
procure all that was necessary for the support of the Church by voluntary contri-
butions. e had been very much interested in the method they had here of passing
around the boxes and collection plates. It struck him as a beautiful and appro-
priate way of dving the thing; it was perfectly voluntary. No one was compelled
to give, and yet it was a little awkward to let the plate pass without something.
(Laughter.) In England they found it necessary not oniy to maintain the Church
by voluntary aid, but also to establish schools for their children in the same manner,
because such a spirit of exclusiveness characterized the management of the National
Schools, that in some places children were not allowed the benefit of day-schoul
instruction, who did not go to the Established Church on Sabbath. They were
therefore obliged not only to maintain private schools, but to keep up a Normal
School for the training of teachers. The churches in Canada had not certainiy
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done what they ought to have done for their College, but they had done pretty
well, and quite as well, he thought, as the same number of members in England
had done for their colleges. The colleges there were doing a noble work, and they
pever had a farger numnber of educatod young men going out from them to labour
for God than at present. lle felt that he ought to say something respecting the
Parliament of Great Britain.  From the very day when that noble-minded, large-
hearted, patriotic man, now Earl Russell, brought in and carried through Parlia-
ment a bill for the abrogation of the Test and Corporations Acts, religious liberty
had been steadily advancing throughout the country. (Applause.) There were
now bills before Parliament for the liberalizing of the tests for admission into
Oxford and Cambridge. There was, too, that noble institution, the London
University. One religious restriction after another had been met and put down
One glaring evil yet remained. He referred to the Church Rates. It was a very
trying thing that a man should be forced to contribute for the keeping of an edifice
in repair of which he made no use, and sustaining a cormnunion service in which
he could not take part. But they lived in hope that that evil too would soon be
abolished through the efforts of the noble champions of liberty who now held seats
in the House of Commons. He referred particularly to Sir F. Crossley, Mr. Geo.
Hadfield, Mr. Mills, and Mr. John Cheatham, and then pointed to the strength
which the diffusion of sound principles of morality and of Christianity had given
to Great Britain, compared with the other nations of Europe. Christianity was
more valuable to England in a defensive point of view, than an augmentation of
army or navy, or the construction of bulwarks of timber and stone. War with
America was out of the question, so Jong as both nations adhered to the great
principles of morality which had guided them of late years in all their official
transactions with each other. e hoped and believed that Canada would ever
maintain its connection with the mother country, and that the Congregational
Unions of England and of British North America would continue to live on terms
of amity, to which end no words of his would be wanting on his return to his
native shores. And not unto us, O Lord, but unto thy great name, shall be all
the glory ! (Applause.)

Rev. . L. Poore next addressed the meeting in reference to the condition and
progress of the Churches in Australia, where hie has been labouring for some years.
There were many men in the congregation before him who were living when the
firet white man settled in Australia, and there were now about a millivn and a
half of peaple in that extensive cclony. But they were settled in portions of the
country quite as distant from each other as Canada is from Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland. The population, too, embraced very distinet clements in ditfer-
ent portions of the country. The British Government never contemplated free
colonization in Australia. ~ Their only idea was to use it as a place to put crimi-
nals out of the way. Chaplains were sent out by the Government belonging to
the Roman Catholie, the Established, the Methodist and the Presbyterian
Churches, and a system of religious sectarianism was thus inculcated that had
been productive of much mischief throughout all the colonies. The colony of
Victoria was first settled, incidentally, in 1835, and the first colonist was still
living in Melbourne. Roman Catholicism was very powerful in that colony,
through the large number of Irish that had been sent out by the Government,
and who had sent home money for their parents and brothers and sisters, just as
they did <o extensively from America. In this respect they reminded one of the
account of Joseph being carried captive to Egypt, and afterwards being the means
of supplying his family with corn for their sustenance. The Irish emigration
was very large, and almost wholly Roman Catholic. Hence Congregationalism
could not he expected to be very powerful. One Congregationalist arrived in the
colony to twelve Church of England people, and one to five Methodists, but they
exerted a large influence in proportion to their numbers. Mr. Stowe's Church, at
Adelaide, never had less than two or three members in the Government, as a
result of the greater independence of the training that Congregationalists were
subjected to. ~ There was not a single newspaper in all the colonies of any great
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circulation, which was not owned or edited by persons enunciating the great
principles which Congregationalists held dear.  The most powerful paper was
cdited by a clergyman sent out by the Colonial Missionary Socicty. Kindliness
and good-will, however, prevailed among the various denominations. ‘Lhere was
a disposition to drop old animosities that might have existed in England. Two
of the Presbyterian bedies had united, and they had none of those marsellous
new seets with which Canada was so liberally sprinkled, which, though small
like mosquitoes, made themselves conspicuous by their virulence. The common
people of Australia gladly welcomed the preacher of the Word of God, and were
not very particular to what church he belonged. Most of the churches had been
formed <ince 1863, but they had an excellent college. The people of Canada
were far better able to support several colleges thaw they to support one. They
established the college at Sydney, an interesting incident connected with the
foundation of which he related, in reference to the donation of one-half the value
of the building in which it was established—to the value of £4,000—Dby its for-
mer owner. There were then only eight churches in the colony. The institution
was called Camden College. Sydney would soop be a great missionary training
city, and the high schrol connected with the college would afford the youth of the
colony the best kind -{ culture. There were yet a thousand isles in the South
.Seas untouched by the missionary. He said he had not made a speech, but
simply given an index to a speech, yet he felt bound to conclude. 1le would,
perhaps, come back to Toronto and give a lecture upon Australia, after he had
filled the appointiments made for him. Returning thanks for the kindness shown
him in this chief city of Upper Canada, he took his seat amid warm applause.

A collection was taken up for the Union, amounting to about $20.
At the close of the public service, the Union held a short business session.
The few unfinished matters were disposed of, the Minutes read and confirmed,

and the body adjourned, to meet in Zion Church, Montreal, at 4 p.m. on the
second Thursday (14th) June, 1860.

NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION IN THE CHURCIIES
DURING THE YEAR 1864-5.

By Rev. J. Woob, Secretary of the Congregational Union of Cunada.

The writer has to express his sense of obligation to his brethren, generally’
for the promptuess with which they have forwarded their statistical returns?
and for the memoranda they have furnished him for working up into thi®
panoramic view of the church-life of the denomination duriag the past year:
All, indeed, have not been as prompt as they might have been, neither hav®
all assisted him with the material requisite to make his sketch complete; bu
the exceptions have been comparatively few, and must in most cases be se
down to a constitutional vis nertize, for which these dilatory brethren are
rather to be pitied than blamed.

The general tone of the brethren who have furnished anything beyond the
bare statistics, is that of thankfuloess and hope. It is, however, in many
cases, 2 thankfulness that under the difficulties of various kinds which have
attended them in their work, they have been able to maintain their ground,
rather than on cccount of any great progress made—that while some losses
have been sustained by removals, and dissensions, and death, the Lord bas
blessed the word preached, and has raised up others to fill the places of those
who are gone; while the hopes they cherish and express are necessarily tem-
pered by the recollection that the experience of last year has been more or
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less that of a number of previous years, the admissions being barely sufficient
to cover the losses, or but little in excess of them.

The returns indicate that such have been the results, so far as it is per-
wiiied tv us to note them, of the jabours of the past year, in cunnection with
very many of our Canadian churches. Out of the 61 received, 15 report an
aggregate decrease of 54 ; while two others number exaetly the same as Jast
year. The remaining 43 report -a nett inerease of 251. A comparison of
the returns with those of last year shows that the additions by profession
have been rather less numerous than then, viz.: 266 against 289, in 1863 ;
but that they have been enjoyed by a larger number of churches, viz., by 55
against 48 in 1864.  Unly six have been without such additions this year,
while 20 were without themn last year. The accessions by letter have been
about the same—112 this year, 118 last.

Tigures, however, can convey to our minds but a very incomyplete concep-
tion of the spiritual condition of the Churches, and therefore the following
particulars have been culled from the notes accompanying the returns, for
the purpose of exhibiting more in detail the lights and shades of their
varied experience.

Several of the Churches have been made glad by times of refreshing from
the presence of the Lord during the year.

Cold Springs, which has for so many years enjoyed the labours of our
venerable father Hayden, became vacant some months ago by his resignation
of his charge on account of growing infirmities.” Mr. R. T. Thomas, a stu-
dent of the Congregational College, was sent there, however, in July, and
continued with them until the close of the vacation. The report, written by
o ¢ of the deacons, says, “Iis labours were much blessed to us as a Church,
in adding to our numbers sinners converted, as well as in building up those
who have believed.” Brother Rawson, of Cobourg, has already given an
account of this work in the Canadian Independent for December last, to
which you are referred for particulars. The number of additions upon pro-
fession of faith was 27, most of them the children of the chnrch. Thus
* one soweth and another reapeth,” and both rejoice together.

The Church at Colpoy’s Bay has also been much quickened and strength-
ened by a similar season of revival. The pastor reports that during the
weck of prayer, just after the New Year, “ God poured out of his Spirit upon
ug, and gave us a most glorious refreshing. I have passed through several
revivals (he says) during my life, but I never saw anything to compare with
it before. I have seen Jarger numbers brought to repentance, but never so
many in so short a time. Twenty-five or thirty within two days were
inquiring what they must do to be saved. T could but look upon the scene,
and wonde' and rejoice. Fourteen have already applied for mewmbership, and
others will yet come in. May God have all the glory.”

The report from Jndian Lands, where the Church has been without a
pastor for-several years, is most cheering, and particularly as showing that the
Lord is not dependent upon the public preaching of His word for the giving
of success. The people there baving been much drawn out in prayer for
revival, met every night for nearly four montbs for the purpose of imploring
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit amongst them. Prayer was answered,
and wany souls were hopefully converted, of whom 26 have united with the
Church, and are spoken of as walking in such a way as to confirm the hope
that the work was of God, and therefore will be abiding.

The pastor at Scotland has been much encouraged by an unusual degree
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of religious interest in the Church and congregation in that locality. The
meetings fur prayer, both ordinary and special, have been largely attended.
Over 20 persons have been “inquiring the way to Zion,” of whom, it is
believed, eleven have ¢ their faces thitherward,” and have been admitted to
fellowship. Our brother has had long patience for this latter rain, and not
long before it came was sorely tried by the delay. Let others similarly tried
learn to pray and wait!

Belleville is also reported as just now enjoying the quickening influence of
the Divine Spirit. Seven have lately been added to the Church, one of them
being the pastor’s youngest son, and more are deeply impressed, three of
whom profess to have found Christ. DMost of the additions have been from
the Bible class. There have also been some additions to the congregation
during the year, but the gain has been about counterbalanced by removals,
and increased competition among the several churches in the town.

Brother McGill, at Baréon, writes that there have been some pleasing
additions to the membership from the families of believers. ¢ Without any
extraordinary means, as of protracted meetings, revival measures, &c., by the
silent but powerful operativn of the truth upon the mind and heart, the
claiws of religion were felt upon the conscience, and at length yielded to.
Five have been induced to connect themselves with the Church.” Others
are spoken of as manifesting much concern about their eternal well-being,
the attendance at public worship is more regular, the Sabbath Schoel pros-
pers, and altogether the pastor is much encouraged.

Very similar to this is the tone of the brother labouring at Mlbourne,
C. E. “We have had no ‘revival,” (he says) but a most happy general
religious interest. There have been several cases of conversion. Five have
been added to the Church on profession, and three by letter.” The Sabbath
School and the Bible class are spoken of as having been instrumental of
great good. Of the latter he says, the teachers “all labour for immediate
conversions. I never saw the school where 1 thought there were so many
children who luve the Saviour.” And, farther on, ¢ The year hus been a
happy one. Ilarmony, earnest interest and work have marked it as such,
zénd made it a prosperous one. Our watchword is, a working Church for

hrist.”

The Southwold report is encouraging. The pastor writes, “ We have had
another year of gradual increase without any loss. Conversions have been
sufficiently frequent to keep us in constunt thankfulness and rejoicing; and
their tendency to quicken a Church in faith, zeal, and brotherly love, has
been happily manifested.” Seven persons have been received into fellow-
ship on profession of their faith, and a good degree of efficiency scems to
characterize all their efforts. The Church has just become self-sustaining.

A number of brethren narrate instances of hopeful conversion of very
great interest, where prudence requires that the locality should not be
indicated. :

One reports ¢ several besides the cases resulting in profession. Three or
four had very marked features. An illiterate widow, under severe trials,
emerged from the grossest ignorance of Divine things, into broad spiritual
daylight. An acute lawyer, who, like one of his own profession in our Lord’s
inistry, had no conception of righteousness but by keeping the command-
ments, has heartily accepted Christ as ‘the end of the law for righteousness,’
and now worships God in the spirit, and rejoices in Christ Jesus, having no
confidence in the flesh. Another, soon after attaining peace through belies-
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ing, was called to die, and with sweet assurance committed her soul to the
Lord. She had applied for membership with the earthly Church; but the
Gond Shepherd conducted her at once to heavenly pastures.  Her hushand,
who now stands proposed for membership, was a scofing sceptic, but has
been humbled and made willing in the day of Christ’s power. In three of
these cases, and two others unmentioned, the parties had been in connection
with other denominations of laxer terms of cummunion, and acknowledge
that they were self-deceived and unconverted professors.”

A brother at one of our outposts in the far Bast, and of whom we should
all be delighted to know more than at present, says, ¢ The Lord has been
pleased to bless the various means of grace during the winter, and I expect
a few of the young people will join the Church at no distant period.” His
field is small, and his people poor, and few in nuwber; but the Chureh and
its pastor are much needed amid the darkness of Popery, and are therefore
all the more deserving of encouragement and sympathy.

Another brother, in the extreme West, buried in the depths of the forest,
and like his casteru fellow-labourer just referred to, surrounded by Freuch
Catholics, is labouring on, supported by the industry of his sous, and asking
nothing of the Missionary Society, escept that his brethren on the Western
Committee would give him and his people an opportunity of contributing to
its funds by holding a missionary meeting in the neighbourhoed. I feel
personally under obligations to that Society (he says) for favours reeeived
when at S , where, but for its constant though small supply, I and mine
must have perished for want.”” Progress in several respects is noted in his
report, as well as one addition to the little Church by profession.

The Church at O , has had seven additions to its membership by pro-
fession, besides two by letter, all of which are spoken of Ly the pustor as
“of avery gratifying character. One of them (he says), a young person
greatly destitute of early advantages, soon after becoming one of my heavers,
was found earnestly seeking unto God. She is ardently and joyously study-
ing the word of God, and I believe growing in grace and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour. Two of them are sisters—daughters of Christian
parents ; and believing that God has blessed to them private and public
means of grace, their reception into the Church was at once encouraging to
Christian parents, and to parental regard to a regular attendunce of the
younger members of their families on the stated means of grace. Blessed
be God, several, not yet in the Church, seem to be subdued into a feeling
carnestness of thought and enquiry.” A series of district prayer-meetings,
held in the houses of members of the Church and congregativn, and having
for their special objeet the conversion of the young, are referred to us baving
been greatly promotive of piety awongst them, in bringing down blessing
from the Lord.

The little flock at Owen Sound has been smitten, and alinost scattered, by
the terrible scourge of small pox. The pastor reports, however, that e who
smote has healed them again, and that their spiritual strength has been
considerably revived: that ¢ two persons have hbeen hopefully converted
to God within the last few months—one of them during their darkest time
of depressivn, when the congregation was not above a duzen svuls:” and
that *“ the prayer mectings have for months been three or four times larger
than formerly, and very interesting.”

The Church at Alton, too, is reported, with some others, as having been
greatly refreshed by the observance of the week of prayer. It has received
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eight persous upon profession, with four others standing as applicants for
admission,

The report from Aligsion, bestdes ludivaiing a considerable increass in
both the congregation and the Sabbath School, since the opening of the new
bouse of worship, speaks of ¢ great cause for thankfuluess’” as to the spirit-
ual condition of the Church. ¢ We have not added to our membership
{says the pastor) as many as in several former years; but some have been
recently hopefully brought to the Saviour, who have not yet applied for
tellowship.”

Aontreal has received accessions sufficient in themselves to constitute a
flourishing little chureh—viz., nine by profession, and 38 by letter—and has
spent $8,000 in enlarging the edifice, besides contributing over 86,000 to
other vbjects; but the pastor, accustomed to look at such figures from a
Montreal stand-point, reports, * nothing worthy of special notice.”

And lustly, in Bond-street, Toronto, *the congregation has perceptibly
improved. The Sabbath School has been efficiently kept up, and there have
been hopeful conversions amongst the scholars. The work of tract distribu-
tion has been taken up by larger numbers, with increased zeal and gratifying
success. A mission school has lately been opened under encouraging aus.
pices.” Tere have been 13 admissions on profession, and two by letter, but
the losses by dismission almost equal the gains.

Iz must not be supposed, however, that all the Churches have been equally
favoured with those to which I have referred. While a very gratifying
amount of peace and prosperity has been enjoyed by the denomination at
large, several of them have been disturbed and hindered by dissension.

One earnest and much-valued brother has been gricvously tried by mali-
cious attacks upon his character, prompted, apparently, by parties upon whom
discipline has been exercised, with the intention of driving him {rom the
place. But the Lord has stood by him, so that although he writes of the
past year as ‘“ the most painful in all (his) missionary and pastoral experi-
ence,’” his character has been fully vindicated, and the Church has purged
itself of those who assailed him. “ The end (he says) is not quite yet,
though the trouble is over; but we bave now peace and love; our congre-
gations are, if anything, improved, and the favour of the community is
much more apparent than at apy time since I came here.” The Church has
been weakened, however, by the removal of two influential families.

Another church has suffered some diminution and spiritual damage through
difference of opinion arising out of the choice of a pastor, although it is
pleasing to note that it has received five persons into its fellowship by pro-
fession, and 14 by letter, during the year.

A worthy wissionary pastor, baving the charge of two Churches, says of
oue of thew, “ the field is discouraging at , the congregation there
being small.  Outsiders seem to avoid us. I find the Church there cold,
cold, cold ; T eannot warm them; the very atmosphere is chilly.”” Of the
other he says, “the Church on the ———— side manifests more life and heat,
—more Jove,—and presents » more hopeful aspect. Tive young persons
have been brought in,” one at the former, and four at the latter named
station. ¢ You see (he adds) my charge here has two sides, a warm one
and a cold one; there is not enough circulation to make both sides alike.
My iwmpression is that our catholicity is killing us. If other bodies were 23
catholic and liberal as ourselves, it would do very well; but while it is all on
one side, it strengthens other bodies at our expense. Qur people, iu their
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liberality, say, ¢* * * It does not make much diflerence which of the evan-
gelical bodies « man belongs to.” Qutsiders believe it, and go with the
strongest, where veligions privileges ¢an be hind b Jessy cost.  What s
worse, many of the children of our people believe it, and are alienated from
us. We peed more zeal for our own body. If our distinctions are worth
anything, they are worth maiutaining.”

A brother in the Eastern Townships complains of many hindrances there
to the cause of Goud, prominent among which are, the increase of Roman
Catholicism, the loose and unseriptural notions of many of the Protestants,
such as ¢ Universalism, Materialism, Come-out-ism, and various forms of
infidelity ;" and lastly, the plan of building union chapels, where the most
opposite forms of ductrine are preaced on alternate Sabbaths. ¢ Thoughtful
people (he says) are fearful of taking their {amilies to such places, and say,
* Tiere are four or five different forms of gospel preached in one wonth; our
children will be confounded—be led to suppose there is nothing definite in
Christianity—nothing true and clear in the Bible—and probubly land in
downright infidelity.””” At one of his'stations the Church has been almost
seattered by such preaching. But yet “to leave the place (he adds) would
be like giving it up without pity to the powers of darkness; for it cannot be
doubted that what little good is done in this place is done by the instrumen-
tality of Congregationalism.” At the other station he says matters are
somewhat more encouraging; two cases of hopeful conversion have taken
place, and several others are enguiriag.

The Brantford Church has temporarily suffered by fire, the house in which
the last annual wecting of the Union was held having been destroyed by the
act of an incendiury on the 14th August last. Happily the building was
insured, the frustees having never allowed the policy to expire, even in the
time of the Church’s greatest difficulties. Had the same thing happened to
either of the 29 churches reported ¢ not insured,” and probably to most of
the 22 others concerning which we have no report upon this point, the loss
of the building in such a way would have been hardly less than ruin. In
this case, however, the Church is enabled, through the prudence of the trus-
tees in keeping the property insured, aud its own liberality, to erect a much
handsomer and move substantial brick edifice, on a2 vastly superior site.
The effort has been a very great one, the resources of the congregation hav-
ing been previously well nigh eshausted in paying off debt on the old
house; but ultimately there is reason for believing that alihough the imme-
-diate result is spiritual damage and inconvenience, the cause will be greatly
‘benefitted by the exchange. The new edifice i3 expected to be ready by
QOctober.

Several congregations have suffered much from the failure of the pastor's
health, and others from the removal of their pastors to other spheres of
labour. While the experience of a large number, probably, of those of
‘whose history for the past year no notes have been sent, may be suwmed up
in the words of a brother in the Eastern District—¢ Three things we greatly
need : First. More carnest prayer on the part of the mewbers of the Chureh’;
Second. A deeper sense of personal responsibility to Christ, and a more
thorough conseeration to his service; and, Third. A wore wodern place
of worship. May God give us the two former, and the latter will come.”

Notwithstanding the general depression in financial matters, particularly
throughout Western Canada, occasioned partly by the failure of the harvest,
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and partly by disturbance of our commercial relations with the United States,
the returns show no dimioution, but rather the reverse, in the amount of
moneys raised for denomisational purposes. The sum total reported by 61
Churches for all objects, is $48,887, against $15,240 from 68 Churches last
year. ‘There is a slight decrease in the amounts reported as contributed to
general religious societies, and foreign missions,

Only one new Church has been organized during the year, viz., that in
the Township of Arran, Co. Bruce, C. W., the Rev. John Campbell being
the minister, .

The changes in the pastoral relation have been unusually numercus. The
Rev. W. Hayden, ordained in 1817, and for 29 years the pastor of the
Church at Cold Springs, C. W., relinquished his charge in the moath of
June last, and now lies, confined to his bed, waiting for the Master to call
him howe. As yet no oue has been found to succeed him.

Listowell became vacant in the month of August by the resignation of the
fate B. McGregor, who, ou the 24th of the following month, was suddenly
called to his rest, at Fond du Luae, Wisconsin, whither he had gone on his
way to the meeting of the General Convention of Presbyterian and Congre-
gational ministers of that State, to which the Union had appointed him as
its delegate.  The vacancy occasioned by his death has not yet been
supplied. :

The Rev, €. P, Watsen, late of London, . W., resigned his charge of
the Church in that eity, in September, and in October removed to Mountreal,
to lubour as the missionary of the Young Men's Christian Asssociation there.
His place is about to be filled by Mr. J. A. R. Dickson, of the Congregs-
tional College, who has received and accepted a unanimous invitation to
the pastorate of the London Church, and will shurlly be ordained. The
Rev. John Brown was compelled, by the failure of his health, to relinquish
the charge of the Eramosa Church, early in the antums. Bell Ewart has
also been left vacarnt from a shmilar cause, the Rev. Ari Raymond, the late
pastor, baving gone to seek rest and renewal of his energies, with his son in
Cambridge, Mass.

About the same time the Rev. Robert Robiuson removed from Dresden to
resume the pastoral oversight of the Church at Owen Sound, which had
been uusupplied since the resignation of the Rev. Mr. Hooper in July.

Stanstcad South has also to be reported vacant, by the rewoval of the
Rev. A. Macdonald to Montreal.

Barly iu the present year, Kelvin became vacant by the resignation of the
Rev. John Armour, but bas since been associated with New Durham and
Norwichville, under the care of the Rev. S. Snider.

And, although not properly coming withia the year now reported, it i
with great vegret that 1 have to add to the already long list of changes tie
resignation of my beloved brother and nearest neighbour, the Rev. Kdward
Ebbs, of Paris, to take effect on the 1st September next.

Lonark Ist, and Guelph, both without pastors at the date of the v
Union meeting, have recently been supplied—the former by the clection o
Mr. James Douglas, of the Congregational College ; the latter by the reglec
tion of its furmer pastor, the Rev. W. F. Glarke.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Uhntil the present year, the business of the Canadian Congregational Mis-
sionary Society has been condueted by a Cowmmittee chosen by the Union, to
which latter body their report was also presented. But in 1864, the Union
agreed to divest itself of this power, and to devolve the matter upon the
eubseribers, precisely as in the case of the College—their annual meetings,
however, to take place during the sessions of the Union. Some confusion
was caused at the recent meeting by the frequent changes of the same persons
into three different bodies,—the Union, the Missionary Soeiety, and the Cor-
poration of the College—the Widows’ Fund Society, for’many of thewm, con-
Btituting even a fourth. But under this arrangement there is a more divect
responsibility to the individual subscribers; and apy parties who are willing
to support the College, the Mission, or the Widows’ Fund, but who do not
wish to join the Union, are at liberty to earry out their preferences.

At the close of the brief business session of the Union, therefore, after
public service on Wednesday evening, 7th ult., according to previous Botice,
the subseribers met in the Bond Street Church, Toronto. Charles Whitlaw,
Bsq., of Paris, was appointed Chairman, and Rev. E. J. Sherrill, Mioute
Secretary,

Dr. Wilkes moved o committee to nominate the General Committee for

1865.6. In amendment, Rev. W. F. Clarke moved that the proposal be laid
on the table until the question as to the new arrangements.wus settled. The
discussion on these resolutions showed with what intense interest, divergence
of opinious, and foreboding uncertainty the great question of the present meet-
ing was approached. The motion for the appointment of a nowisating
committee was ultimately carried, on the ground that the appropriations must
be proceeded with, during the present session, whatever the tuture plan to be
pursued.
P On Thursday, at 11-30 a.m., the Society met to receive the nomination,
which was presenied ; and met again, after an adjournment, at 8 p.m., when
Dr. Wilkes, Secretary-Treasurer, presented an abstract of the twelfth Anpual
g{eport, from which it appeared that forty-three names have been on the list
of missionary pastors and evangelists, most of whom have beeu mded ia their
wark during the whole year. Their respective stories of teil, of hope, of
disappointment, and of success, bring out in vivid colours the varied expe-
Tiences of the Churches and of their spiritual leaders. Illustrative cases
Were narrated.

The report further stated, that « while the work of the year presented few
prominent features, the organization and plan of the Society had engrossed
much attention. The year commenced with a change in our relations to the
Covgregational Union of Canada, from which this Society is now wholly
detached,—the report beirng presented, not to the Union, but to the Annual
Meeting of Subscribers.” ~ Reference was made to the proposals already
published in the Canadian Independent, from the Colonial Missionary
Society, and an abstract of the new arrangements was given.

The expenditure for the twelve months ending July 1, 1865, will amount
to about 87,275; but only three-fourths of it will appear in this year’s
Teport, as the accounts will be made up only to April.  Of this sum, it is
estimated that about $2,775 represents the home contributions, and $4,500
the amouat paid by the Colonial Missionary Society.
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The contributions from the several districts are less than last year, owing,
no doubt, to the general failure of the crops.

WeEStern wovevvieinncennieneiicnnenneen, 8387 against $628
43

MIdAIC vereeeeeeiniieniieineneenenens . 932 603
Iastere voveeeiiivens aeee. ve ereeeeaeee. 101 ¢ 299
Lower Canada eevenivnenveenininnes 750 ¢ &72
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.... — ¢ 645

There are, however, several Churches yet to hear from, which it is koped
will somewhat 110dify this statement.

After the reading of the Report, the Rev. J. L. Poare, Secretary of the
Colonial Missionary Society, was asked to address the meeting in reference to
their new proposals, which have been already fully described in a letter from
Dr. Wilkes, in the Independent for April last, (Vol. X1, pp. 318-321) and
of which some further statements appearad in our ¢ Transatlantic Retrospeet ”
for last month (pp. 376-7). It is not in our power to present a full report of
the Seeretary’s address, or of the earnest debate that followed. Nor is it altoge-
ther desirabie to preserve a record of all the successive steps by which a resuls,
so much more harmonious and hopeful than was once deemed possible, was
ultimately reached. Yet some idea of the discussion we must try to give.

Mr. Poure, as in duty bound, presented the matter from the ISnglish point
of view. For himself, he was glad to be here. He proposed, with Dr. Smith,
or each separately, to visit as many points in this country as possible ; and
in order that they might do this thoroughly, they had, since leaving IEngland,
determined to furego the personal gratification of attending the National
Council in Boston. IIe compared the relationship of the Coloniul and the
Canadian Missionary Societies to 2 business partnership, in which the former,
the senior partner, furnished the chief’ part of the mouey ; and the latter,
the junior parteer, had av unlimited faculty of spending the same. Discon-
tent had arisen in the carrying on of the work, on both sides, and now the
senior partner proposed to withdraw from the active management of the
business, leave the junior to carry it on, and merely assist him with capital.
The Society in England has decided to give 2 lump sum—this year £600,
sterling, on condition that the sclf-sustaining churches here ruise £500
(82,5003—and to leave the distribution of these sums wholly to the Canadian
brethren. Mr. Poere claimed that this relinquishmeat of direct control over
the specific grants was a very great and unusual concession on the part of the
Colonial Society, and he argued, by reference to figures, that an advarce that
might be reasonably expeeted, upon the Canadian contributions, would meet
all the requirements of the work. At all events, the position taken by the
Society at home was a final one: they could assist us on no other plan. e
defended that feature of the scheme which excluded ministers and members
of nid-receiving churches from participation in the management of the FFund.
And he contended, that while the present change would alone satisly the
brethren in Ingland, it would cncourage sclf-help and independence in
Canada. If the work extended, they would give more ; if not, stiil less.

On motion of Rev. E. Ebbs, a Committee was appointed * to prepare 2
resolution expressive of our grateful recognition of the generous help extended
to the Capadian Mission by the Colonial Missionary Society; and of our great
obligation to them for sending us their worthy Secretary to aid us in adjust-
ing our plans for future co-operation and to make personal visits to the
churches.”
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Dr. Wilkes moved, ¢ That the temporary Committee, whose report is now
on the table, be instructed to amend their report, by presenting a list of
names as officers and committee, in harmony with the plan of future opera-
tions proposed by the Colonial Missionary Sceciety.” In moving this, he
designedly abstained from discussion of the matter in the abstract; he regar-
ded us as practically shut up to this course. This action would accept the plan.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick, Home Secretary, then spoke on the Canadian side
of the question, contending, that after £100 for a new mission ut Halifax,
and £125 for one in Canada already established at the special instance of the
Society, had been deducted, there would remain but £375 sterling for the
rest of the work in all British North America! He defended the course of
granting aid for a long time to churches which we, who knew thein, believed
1o be worthy, though rendered weak by their peculiar position; and urged
that too much was asked of the self-sustaining.

1le was fullowed by Rev. W. F. Clarke, who spoke with his charucteristic
warmth upon the question, alleging that the fundamental difficulty was, that
brethren in England had not confidence in our judgment as to the manage-
ment of the work in Canada ; and that their constant pressure fur reduction
of the grants had throughout disheartened the missionaiies and hindered the
work. Ile advecated the independent organization of the missivn, and the
-sending of our own Agent to collect funds in Britain.

After some explanations by Mr. Poore, Rev. F. H. Marling set forth some
-objections to the proposed plaw, such as its separation of churches and min-
isters into two classes, which would break up the union and equality now so -
‘happily subsisting among us; the practical impossibility of constructing
Distriet Committees wholly of self-sustaining material ; the degrading influ-
tence of this exclusion upon those who contributed while they received ; and
the unfairness of reckoning the contributions to the Missionary Seciety as the
share tuken in the work by the Canadian mission churches, when they gave
:several tines that amount in another form, namely, for the support of their
“pastors, so that we were the ¢ senior partners,” and the Colonial Missionary
Society the ¢ junior.” At the same time, he contended that the leaving the
distribution of the lump sum to us was a clear proof of the confidence felt by
-our English brethren in those in Canada, and urged the referring of the whole
ipatter to a committee, who would confer with Mr. Poore, and present it
in a well digested shape.

These addresses occupied Thursday afternoon, and the meeting was ad-
Journed at G 30 till after the public meeting in the cvening. It was half-past
ten before the Society met, and midnight passed before it rose, the debate
hcgng still adjourned. It was resumed on Friday afternoon by Revs. J.
Climie, J. L. Poore, T. M. Reikie, J. Wocd, K. Robinson, C. Duff, and
Gthers.  Rev. Dr. Smith also spoke in a wise and generous strain.  The
question was finally referred to the General Missionary Committee, which
was then appointed as nowinated.

A committee was appointed to arrange a plan for the visits to the churches
of the delegates from England. They afterwards reporied a complete pro-
gramme, which was wdopted.

PUBLIC MISSIONARY MEETING.

On Friday evening, a public meeting on behalf of the Secicty was held,
sttended by large numbers. The Rev. A. Duff presided.
Dr. Wilkes presented an abstract of the report, supplementing it with
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some Jucid explanations of the operations of the Sosiety, and appealing for
more liberal aid from the Congregationalists of Toronto.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick delivered an excellent address, which was heard with
much interest. We regret that we are unable to give a report of it.

Rev. J. L. Poore was then called upon. Being expected to make the
speech of the evening, he occupied about an hour in giving must interesting
sketches of missivnary labours at home and abroad, interspersing his remarks
with carnest appeals to Christian principle and generosity. Alluding to an
observation of the preceding speaker, he said that—

“Ile gave way to no man in his admiration of Old England. It had alwayS
been—and always would be—to him, a magnificent bit of creation; and his
affection for it had increased by reason of separation from its ennobling institu-
tions. From that little island, what mighty infiuences for the elevation of the
human mind, the freedom of man, and the glory of Gud, had gone furth! Go
where you will, in all parts of the civilized world, and even in heathen lands,
you find the influence of England and England’s children. And this remark
plunged him into the middle of his subject. *‘England’s children! Owing to
the rapid increase of populution in the mother country, and the pressure upon
the means of support, with the attractions presented In new, fertile, and salu-
brious regions,—God having given some of the fairest parts of the earth as an
inberitance to vur peuple,—a mighty stream was ever fluwing forth, carrying
alung with it nut unly our language, literature, and laws, but alsv vur dumestic
and sucial iustitutions, with the intense luve of liLerty and that reverence for the
Buuk of Gud by which, as a nativn, we are so honourably distinguished. Coun-
sequently, in all the British Colonies, our people keep the Sabbath, maintain the
miunistry of the Guspel and schuuls, and seek to reproduce all that is goud and
worthy in the land frum whence, as Ly a Divine impulse operating through the
necessities of life, they have gone furth. The Jews of uld were suwn among the
pativns to prepare fur the cuming of Christ; and when Paul preached in the
cities of Asia, Greece, and Italy, there was probally no town of any importance
around the shores of the Mediterrancan where there was not a coluny of Jews;
and from the synag gue he went forth to the Gentiles, and thus called them inty
that higher life which is ours through the Gospel. And to us, in like manuer,
God hath given the lands of the hieathen in possession, that they may be re-
deemed to His glory. e (Mr. Poore) spuke of the emotions «f gratitude and
enlargement of soul which he experienced in the voyage up the Hudson and
Lake Champlain,—when gazing on the varied and beautiful scenery, and re-
membering how Lut a little while ago the wild war-whouvp of the Indian had
resvunded un their banks, but which now bad given place to a high cultivatiun,
and had Lecume the humes of 2 peuple zealvus for Gud and Ilis salvation. He
(Mr. Puore) spuke of Australia as a mighty region lying falluw, but new being
rapidly occupied Ly our countrymen, who are there deseloping the waried
resources of the earth, and bringing into exercise the zeal alike fur law, liberty,
and the guspel by which England is so marked, and nct only thus planting new
Englands, Lut putting forth aggressive effurts to subdue the heathen to Christ.
Already there are about one hundred and ten Congregational Churches in
Australia and New Zealand, with their pastors, and that cluster of Lenevolent
agencies which is always fuund assucinted with the living Church. Missivnary
urganizations hase been furmed to aid the work of the Lundon Missionary
Suciety in the Suuth Seas. Missiong have been also established to evangelize
the Chinese who have been attracted to Australia by the gold discoveries; and
Churches of different denominations have nuw members communing with them
at the Lord's table from that interesting peuple, stagnated and warped in intel-
lect for want of the thought and hope begotten of the gospel; but ho, freed
froin the restraints to which they were subjected in their own country, manifest
& simplicity and earnestness of desire to hear of Jesus and His great redemptive
work, which makes them apt scholars and ready teachers, su that when they
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seturn to China, as most of them do after three or four years’ residence in
‘Australia, we may hope that in the interior towns of that mighty empire they
iare sowing seeds which will grow up, so that when, by and by, European mis-
‘sivnaries shall penetrate beyond the seaboard, they will find a peuple prepared
—made ready for the Lord. He (Mr. Puore) then applied these principles cun-
cerning Englund and his experience in Australia to the work in Canada.”

Rev. W. H. Allwurth was to have made the closing address, but, as the
hour was late, he declined to speak.

A collection was made for the Society, which amounted to upwards of $50,
showing that the earnest appeals of the speakers had not been made in vain.

ANSWER TO THE COLONIAL SOCIETY’.S PROTOSALS.

. On Saturday, at 3 p.m., Rev. I\ II. Marling presented the report of the
Misstonary Committee upon the Colonial Missivnary’s proposal, in the form
of a Minute recommended for the aduption of the Suciety, and which was
-adopted at once, nenm. con., without debate, and with many expressivns of
Telief and gratification.  On account of the importance of the question, we
insert this document in full. It must be read in connection with the state-
ments from England already referred to.

* The Canadian Cungregational Missionary Suciety, in Aanual Meeting assem-
Lled, and that fur the first time since its cumplete separativn frum the Congrega-
tional Uniun of Canada, have welcomed with must earnest eurdiality the presence
’;ét this meeting of the Rev. J. L. Puure, Secretary of the Culunial Missivnary

ociety.

We lrok to that Suciety with all honour and gratitude, as the fuunder of the

Congregational Mission in this land, withvut which vur churches might never
have ccme into existence, and but fur whese liberal aid they could nut have been
maintained and multiplied to their present estent. We may have differed widely
from our brethren in England as tv the pulicy tv be pursued in the management
of the wark ; individual missionaries may bave at times spuken with more zeal
than knowledge in regard to the effects of that pulicy on themselves and their
churches ; but these circumstances have always left a deep under current of
grateful affection to a budy to which we owe so much.
" Especially would we recognise at this time the prompt response of the Society
to the request of our Union at its last meeiing, that they would send to vur
pre<ent assembly, the new incumbent of the Secretariat, having thus given us
the first « pportunity the Canadian brotherhood, as a budy, have enjuyed of meet-
ing such a representative of the Society face to face. We thank our hunoured
and belwved brother fur bis frank and full explanations in regard to the new
missionary policy adupted by the Colunial Missivnary Suciety, and for his stimu-
lating appeals to our evangelistic zeal and liberality.” We deeply regret that his
duties eclsewhere leave him so little time for forminga thorough personal
equaintance with our several pastors and churches ; but we rejoice to believe,
that as, on our parts, hiy visit has relieved many apprehensions, so, on his, it has
‘deeriened his interest in our Canadian work. We also cordially thank his com-
Panion in this visit, Rev. George Smith, D.D., Secretary of the Cungregational
Union of England and Wales, and their Deputy to our Union, for the words of
brotherly sympathy and cheer which he.has addressed to us from time to time.
We are sure that this visit will be productive of much goud. We shall pray that
‘our brethren may be safely kept in their journeyings amongst us, and that they
may he richly blessed in their respective spheres of labour at home.

We have given most anxious attention to the outline presented to us of the
Pprinciples and plans according to which the Colonial Missionary Suciety's work
in Canada, 1s henceforth to be carried up, und hase thus cobsidered it with the
garnest desire of continuing that co-vperation with the Society which has hitherto

een productive of so much practical advantage, and of removing the difficalties
which have thus far prevented the complete harmony of our views.
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The decision to vest the distribution of missionary funds in our Missionary
Society, we recognise as a proof of the confidence of our English brethren in our
judgment and trust-worthiness, which we fully appreciate; and as a meuns of
avoiding those occasions of friction and misuaderstanding which have given to
both parties so much pain and difficulty in the past.

The proposition to confine participation in the management of missionary funds
to the self-sustaining Churches, we are much gratified to find does not require that
wo shall change the constituency of our Society, but that this shall consist, as
now, of the subscribers to the Mission, withcut respect to the dependent or inde-
pendent conditivn of the Churches to which they belung.

The requirement that the several local cummittees, tv constitute together the
General Cummittee, shall consist exclusively of pastors and members of self
sustaining Churches, we alsv learn to mean that these budies shall consist ““us
JSar as possible” of such elements.

We alsv find that the Missionary Committee in Canada will be free to ail
churches which they may judge worthy, although they have been long sustained,
if, with their lveal knowledge, they cunsider that the interests of the Missivn
would be promoted by such continued help.

A general mutual understanding being thus arrived at, we adapt the details
of our own organization to the new order of things by the requisite changes in
our Constitution.

We think it due, however, to the present juncture, to add, that while we are
wholly at one with our brethren of the Colonial Missionary Society in the
desire to enter upon aggressive work, to bring every Church up to the puint of
self-support as carly as possible, and to undertake the whole charge of the Mis
sion in British North America; yet our knowledge of the field, in all its pecu-
liarities, fills us with the conviction that it the principles held so important and
dear by our British brethren, and by ourselves, are to have their due share in
moulding the character and institutions of these Provinces, it is indispensable that
they should assist us in maintaining the Churches founded therein.”

Upon the financial question, the report went on to say, * With respect to the
proportion between the amount granted by the Colonial Missivnary Suciety, and
that given by the Canadian Churches, it was of course for that Society to say
how much it would appropriate year by year, and on what principles. The
Cummiittee furbure from entering on that question mow, as it could be better
dealt with by themselves. If the Suciety left the matter to the Committee, they
would do their best in conference with Mr. Poore for the interests of the Mission.”

On the adoption of this Report, formal notice was given in writing by Mr.
Marling, as required by the Coustitution, that on Monday ke would move the
adoption of the amendments thereto proposed by the Missionary Couw-
mittee.

The Society met again on Monday, when the proposed changes of the Con-
stitution were adopled, with some amendments. We think these provisions
of sufficient general interest to require our copying them in full, as they
stand.

AMENDED MISSIONARY CONSTITUTION.

ArricLe I.—Read ¢ Congregational Missionary Society of British Nortk
America” for * Canadian Congregational Missionary Society.”

Arts, I, & IIT.—As at present.

ArT. IV.—That the missionary field shall be divided into such and so mang
Districts as the Society may from time to time determine ; and that for each
these there shall be appointed by the Society, from 2m ng its members, after
nomination, at each Annual Meeting, a District Committee of not more than ten
members, with a Secretary-Treasurer ; such Committee tv consist, as far as prac
ticable, of pastors and members of self-sustaining churches, and of ministers and
layuien in equal numbers,
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- ArT. V.—That from each of the several District Committees there shall be
chosen annually by the Society, after nomination, three members, such represen-
tatives to form together the General Committee : and that there shall also be
appuinted by the Suciety ennually, after nominptig)n, a General Secretary-1reas-
urer, who shall receive and distribute the missionary funds and conduct the
gorrespondence with the Colonial Missionary Suciety ; and a Home-Secretary,
who shall currespund with the churches and the several Distriet Committees,

Art. VI.—As No. V. at present, inserting ¢ General ”? before “ Committee.”

Art. VII. That each District Committee, within its own bounds, shall receive
and repnrt to the General Committee upon the annual applicativns fur aid ; shall
have power to make grants in special cases arising between the meetings of the
General Committee, to such amounts and on such principles as the latter body
may determine ; shall attend to the collection of missionary contributions ; shall

explore unoccupied fielde ; shall superintend the labours of evangelists; and

®hall have a general supervision over the missionary work, visiting cach missivn-
ary field, by deputation, at least once inevery year. And that all its proceedings,
as they are taken, shall be reported to the officers of the General Committee.

Art, VIII—As at present. )

Art. IX.—A detailed statement of missionary affairs shall be made annually
to the Colonial Missivnary Society.

Arr. X. As Article XI. at present, adding, “and the By-Laws’’ after “ this
Constitution.”

BY-LAVWS.

1. All communications on the subject of grants shall be made by or to the
financial representatives of tha church or station secking aid.

2. Applieations for aid, in new cases, shall be made one month at least before
the Annual Meeting.

3. Every missionary of this society shall be in full commuuion with a Congre-
gational church.

4, All the missionaries shall report once in six months to the District-Secre-
taries respectively, and make a full statistical return annually according to the
prepared forms.

Rev. G- Cornish then presented the nomivation by the General Committce,
ordered on Saturday, of the several District Committees. As finally adupted
they are as follow :—

WesTerN.—Rev. J. Wood, Secretary; Rev. Messrs. Ebbs, Pullar, W.
F. Clarke; Messrs. C. Whitlaw, F. P. Goold, S. Hodgskin, and E. Yeigh.

Mippre—Rev L. Barker, Secrctary ; Rev. Messrs. Marling, Uosworth,
and Reikie; Messrs. Joseph Barber, J. Fraser, II. Hewlett, John Turner,
D. Cash, J. F. Warbrick.

Eastzry.—Rev. J. Elliot, Seeretary ; Rev. K. M. Fenwick, Messrs. W.
Blassie,G . Robertson, G. S. Fenwick, II. Freeland, and W. Robertson.

.. Lower Cawapa.—Rev. A. Duff, Secretary ; Rev. Messrs. Parker, Dun-
%er]yi and Cornish; Messts. J. P. Clark, J. Baylis, J.;G. Robertson, C.
Brooks.

The Committee for the Nova Scotia and New Brunswick District is ap-
pointed by the Union of those Provinces.

It was resolved to detach from the Lower Canada district, and annex to

gle Bastern, those parts of Upper Canada hitherto connected with the
ormer.

The officers of the General Committee were also chosen. We give the
Bames of that Committee as now constituted. Rev. Dr. Wilkes, General
Secretary- Treasurer ; Rev. K. M. Fenwick, Home Secretary ; Revs. A. J.
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Parker, W. F. Clarke, G. Cornish, J. Wood, T. M. Reikie, F. H. Marling ;
Messrs. T. M. Taylor, C. Whitlaw, F. P. Goold, and IH. Hewlett. It was to
the manifest gratification of the meeting that the Home Secretary consented
to serve again, which he could honourably do, notwithstanding his notice
of withdrawal, inasmuch as the greater part of his duties will now be distri-
buted among the Distriet Secretaries. The Colonial Society will not consent
to Dr. Wilkes’ retirement, and we are sure there would be as strong objectors
to it in Canada.

After this business was transacted, Rev. J. L. Poore again addressed the
meeting. He had found that the amount received from the really self-sus-
taining churches had been over estimated ; so that the Culonial Society would
ouly require them to raise $2000 as a condition of their receiving the £600
sterling. He anticipated much from the collections to be wade during the
tour of Dr. Smith and himself. If the promise of the harvest were fulfilled,
the churches would be able to do more. There were undeveloped resources
in them still. If the Canadian churches undertook aggressive work, and
enlarged their own contributions, England would help them more and more.
He hoped, in about three years henee, after visiting South Africa and
Australia, that he might visit Canada again. The whole tone of his remarks
was fraternal and cheering.

The minutes of these several meetings were afterwards read and confirmed ;
and the Society adjourned to meet in Zion Church, Montreal, at 8 p.m., on
the first day of the meeting of the Union in June, 1866.

ANNUAL MEETING OF TIIE CORPORATION OF TIHE COLLEGE.

The Twenty-sixth Annual Meeting of the constituency of the Congrega-
tional College of British North Awmerica, now a legal corporation, was antici-
pated with special interest, inasmuch as there was to be laid before it the
report of the first year’s proceedings of the institution since its removal to
Montreal.

The meeting was held in the Bond Street Church, Torento, at the usual
time, namely, 10 a.m., on the Friday of the Union weck (9th ult.) We
were sorry to observe that so few of the subscribers, other than those who
were in attendance at the Union, exercised their privilege of taking part in
the business. DBut unabated interest and vigilance were manifested by those
who composed the meeting.

The meeting was organized by calling F. P. Goold Esq., of Brantford, to
the chair, and the appointment of Rev. R. Brown as Minute Seeretary.

The Annual Report was read by the Secretary, Rev. G. Cornish, M.A.
We give a brief outline of its contents. The work of the College, in the
Literary Department, began on the 6th September, 1864, in connection with
the Faculty of Arts of McGill College, and ended on the 20d May last.  Free
Scholarships had been obtained for the whole class. One student became an
undergraduate of the second year ; four others took a partial course, consigt-
ing of Hebrew, Natural Science, English, Logic, and Mental and Moral Phil-
osophy.

Tl')hg public opening of the Session, and of the institution in its new Joca-
tion, took place on the 12th October, in Zion Church, Montreal. (See the
Independent for November last, pp. 149~152, vol. xi.)  Three new Candidates
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were received, viz., Messrs. Wm. Peacock from Lanark ; W. Mitchell, from
Guelph, and J. Hindley of Erawosa; all of whom had since been fully re-
ceived. These, with the students already in the Coilege,~—Messrs. Diekson,
Douglas, Thomas, Jackson and McColl, composed a class of eight. But Mr.
Thomas had been compelled to relinquish his studies for the present, through
ill health, to the deep regret of the Board. Mr. McColl had ceased to be a
student. DMessrs. Dickson and Douglag had now completed their course.

The Professors of the College, and those of MeGill University, spoke favor-
ably of the conduct, diligence and progress of the students. Dr. Lillie had
lectured on Theology, Church History, and Biblical Criticism and Interpreta-
tion; Dr. Wilkes on Homwiletics and Pastoral Theology ; and Professor Cor-
nish on the Gogpel by Luke. The Ixaminations were conducted in writing,
Revs. A. F. Kemp, A. Macdonald, J. B. Bonar and J. M. Gibson having
acted with the Professors in judging of the value of the papers. Their
general report was highly commendatory, yet diseriminating. The following
clussification was given of the standing of the students.

_FACULTY OF THEOLOGY, CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE.

CHURCR ‘ DIBICAL  |HOMILETICS &)  GREEE
TUEOLOGY. | psyony. | CRITICISM. { bAST. THEOL. | TESTAMENT. | TEBREW-
Dickson, J. A. R...cerewee|  Class 1. Class 1I. Class I. Class 1. Class 1. Class L
Donglas, J. ... . 1T 11 I 1. 11, 1.
Jackson, 8. .- 11, 1L I 111. 111 1.
“Thotaas, R. T\ ceeererrennne l Egrotabat. ‘
FACULTY OF ARTS, McGILL COLLEGE.
- 1 ENGLISI
GREEK. | LATIN. | HISTORY. [MATHEMAT.] AND  |CHEMISTRY.[ BEDREW.
LOGIC.
Mitchell, W. wocieeeirnseens Class ITX.| Class IL | Class I. |Class IL | Clsss 1. | Class IT.{ Class L.
gindle‘y,i{: T feveneennnnenne 1L l ............... 1L ) 8 PO POURURRRRR

The proceedings connected with the procuring, and the adoption by a special
meeting of the subseribers, of the Act of Incorporation, were described in the
report. Ve refer for them to the Independent for October last (p. 119, vol.
X1) An account was also given of the terms of the affiliation of the Col-
lege with the McGill University, of which Dr. Lillie was accordingly appointed
Fellow. It was recommended that the title of ¢ Principal” of our own
institution be conferred on Dr. Lillie.

The proposed By-Laws, xiii. and xiv., (see last Report,) though approved,
were not recomwended for immediate adoption. No. xvi. was presented in
an amended form. Some further By-Laws were also proposed, in respect
to students leaving the Cellege. The last were suggested by the conviction,
that, “in the watter of the settlement of students in the Pastorate, there
should be a more definite recognition of the relationship that subsists be-
tween the Board and the students, by Churches that are seeking for pastors.”
1¢ was therefore proposed, that the church, desiring the settlement of a stu-
dent be requested with the Directors, through the Secretary. Another By-
Law was recommended, providing that students leaving the College irregularly
zefund the cost of their education.
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In respect to finances, it was stated, that though the churches had given
less than last year, viz., $911, and there had boen some cxtr'xordmary ex-
penses connected with the removal of the College, there wasa balance in hand
of 887 76 on current expenses account. On some items there would be an
increase of regular expenditure at Montreal, but on others a reduction, the
latter prolmb]y balancing the former. The Colouial Missionary Society had in-
formed the Board, that henceforth, they would give one halt of the salary of
the Professor of 'Llu.olorry, and £10 for each student on the books, the whol e
grant not to exceed £225 sterling. Hithertoit had been £310. T he Building
Fund stood as last year—¢. e., 17 Building Society shares of 830 each, and
accumulated profits on part thercof 814t 21. The Treasurer’s account had
been duly audited.

Appended to the Report was a draft of the By-laws codified, and another
of cireulars to Candidates for admission.

The Report was adopted, and ordered to be printed, and the following oﬁi-
cers appointed for the ensuing year :—Chairman of the Buard, Rev. II.
Wilkes D.D.; Treasurer, T. M. Taylor, Lsq.; Secretary, Rev. G. Cornish
M.A.; Direc torc Revs. A. Lillie, D.D., F. H. Marling, K. M. Fenwick, A.
Duff, and J. Elliot, Hon. J. S. dnborn, Messrs. J. J)oufrall C. Alevmder,
H. Veunor, W. R. Hlbbmd J. P. Clark, W. Learmont, John Leeming, H.
Lywan and A. Savage.

A vote of thanks was then passed to the Colonial Missionary Society for
their valuable aid in the past, in speaking to which, Rev. 1. Lbbs advocated
the endowment of the institution by the benefactions of men of wealth
among us. Rev.J. L. Poore responded to the vote, and in doing so, showed
how large a proportion (latterly, three-fifths) of the cost of the ( ;ollege had
been borne by the Society. He and Dr. Smith strongly urged the endow-
ment plan, and the building of a Hall, which would also have other denom-
inational uses.

A resolution was passed, to the effect, that enlarged contributions from the
Bri ‘sh North American Churches were essential to the suceess of the Col-
lege. The matter of the Colonial Missionary Society’s grant was referred to
the Board, with special instructions to confer with Mr. Poore during his pres-
ent visit.

The documents appended to the report were then considered in committee
of the whole, amended, and adopted. The report of the Committee was con-
curred in by the Corpomtlon

The second Sabbath in October was recommended to the churches as a
Day of Prayer and Contribution for the College.

At an adjourned meeting ou Satarday, the Minutes were read and con-
firmed.

This secws the proper place to say that at the Public Mecting of the Tuion,
ou the fullowing Monday evening, Professor Cornish delivered a thoughtful,
carnest and te]lm« address on behalf of the College, shuwing the need of a
thoroughly educated Minisiry at the present day, and pleadmg that the 4,000
wmewbers of our churches should give more than that quartcr-do]]nr per
annum, which is the average of their contributions. e suid that collecturs
would be appointed to visit them for this object. The reduction of the grant
from England will render liberality in contribution, and economy in manage-
ment, more than ever necessary.

We would add, that whatever is done for College, in the great majority of
‘our churches, must be done about tbe second Sabbath in Octoher, if done at
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all. Larlier, money can scarcely be had; later, the more powerful Missionary
appeal will thrust this on one side. Directors, collectors, and pastors will do
well to keep this in remembrance.

ANNUAL MEETING OF TIIE WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND
SOCIETY.

The eighth Annual Meeting of the Congregational Ministers’ Widows’
and Orphang’ Fund Society, was held in the Bond Street Congregational
Church, Torouto, commencing at 3 » . on Wednesday, June 8, 1865, and
continning by adjournments until Friday.

There were present, eighteen beneficiary members, and delegates from
three contributing churches, Montreal, Guelph and Sherbrocke. Rev. A.
Duff was appointed chairman, and Mr. J. Baylis, minute secretary.

After prayer, and the reading of the minutes of last Annual Meeting and
the by-laws as then awmended, the report of the directors was read, received
and adopted.

The report stated, that during the past year, the first cluim jor annuity
had arisen ; and it was owing to this providential exemption from demands
during the first seven years of its csistence, that the fund had attained its
present strength, for *¢ could the apathy of the churches towards it have been
foreseen, perhaps the most ardent of its supporters might have hesitated, ere
incurring the risks which were li! ly to devolve upon it.”

The case in question is quoted as presenting a forcible illustration of the
value of the fund, and the soundness of the principles on which it is based.
1. The annuity is proportioned to the necessities of the case. In the presen
instance, there are no mivor children. Had some beneficiary mewmbers been
reoved, the amount granted would have been more than double. 2. The
aid is given so long, but only so long, as it is required, an arrangement better
for the annuitants and safer for the fund, than life assurance. 3. The relief
has been given at very small cost to the beneficiary. He had paid, from the
beginning, but $57. During three quarters of the first year, bis widow had
received 967 9. 4. The society is able to do this, by carrying its own
ks, instead of insuring in a public company, thereby saving all expenses
and progits. ¢ In view of these points, the directors are satisfied that it is
the cheapest and best scheme, both for the members and the sveiety, which
could under the circumstances be devised.”

Collections had heen received during the year from only thirteen churches,
amounting to $175. ¢ Although your directors have by this time become
familiar with this manifestation of a want of interest by the churches, it is
notthe less to be deprecated. Had every churchmade a collection on its behalf,
though it micht only be a single dollar, it would have shown their sympathy
and approbation of its object, but as yet three-fourths of their number have
never given one cent to it !”

The interest and dividends on the society’s investments, so far as due, had
all been received. The Joan on mortgage to the church in Brantford, had
been repaid. The treasurer’s account, which had been audited, presented
the following figures.
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR 1864-5.
1. INCOME.

Beneficiary members (830 in arrears).....ces ceivenee, $307 40
Interest and dividends..c.oveerceeerceiieenioneneane.. - 493 90
Colleetions by ehurehes ovveinves ceniiininieiiien, 175 50

$977 80

2. EXPENDITURE.

Repaid retiring member ....oeeeviiiiiiiiiiinn, $60 00
Aunnuity (three qUArters)...iee voeverenereveenaees seees 67 50
Postages and sundries.... cooes cieeviveniinenines. oo 10 00

$137 50
Leaving a balance for investment ofi....coiiciivanas 5&0 50

CAPITAL, JUNE, 1865. :
Montreal Permanent Building Society...cooeeen-ien §3,000 00

Provincial do. do. e 686 36
Temporary INvestmentS. . v vorevreirensvoneronunnees 2,052 00
Cash I hand.. coeeeveeimmriniieriiiciiieeena. 305 08
Add arrears of beaeficiary subseriptions .....c...... 30 00

$6,073 94

The amounts received from the churches, in detuil, were—Tovonto, Zio:
Church, 848 75; Hamilton, §8; Liverpool, N.8., 82 50; Markhawm, $5 24:
Warwick, 82 40; Ottawa, $3 50; Sherbrooke, 814 10 ; Toronto, Bom.
Street, $10; Guelph, 810; Montreal, $53 65; Browe, 2 35; Chebogue
N.8., 83; Canning, N.S,, 83. Total, $175 50.

The pumber of beneficiary members was thirty. One having left th
country from i}l health, desired to withraw : aud one applied for admission
These propuosals were agreed to by the society. There are twenty-one Jit
members. .

An addition to the by-laws, re-enacting the imposition of a fiue for delg
in the paywent of beneficiary subseriptions, was adopted by the society. -

Resolved, That the churches be requested to take up their ANNvAL cOF
LECTION on behalf of the funds of this society, on the first Subbath ¢
September, and that the secretary be instructed to forward to each churé
this resolution. : N

The directors chosen for the easuing year, were Messvs. W. Moadie, A
Savage, W. R. Hibbard, P. W. Wood, C. Alexander, W. Learmont, J. Bayli#,
J. C. Baxtoy, J. P. Clark, W. Notman and J. Popbam. v

The society adjourned to meet at the same time and place as the Congre;
gationa}l Union of Canada, and at 2 ».01. on the first day of the Jatter body¥
sessions. Notice to that effect to be published in the Canadian Indepeniis:’

We find that of the $6,300 (to speak in round numbers) which the socie!””
has received since its formation, $2,500 have been supplied by life membci:
and church collections, $1,900 by beneficiary mewbers, and $1,900 by di
dends on investments; while the expenses have been $143, ie., betwecai:
and 3 per cent for the whole period of eight years'!
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We feel therefore, that we can, in all good conscience, urge upou sl the
churches the request of the Society for A COLLECTION ror TUE WIDOWS'
FUND ON THE FIRST SABBATII IN SEPTEMBER.

The object is one whose claims no one ean dispute, to provide for the
families of those who spend their lives in the public service at a rate of
remuneration too small to allow them to lay up for those whom they may
leave behind them; while the present position of the fund may assure the -
most sceptical that it has beea managed with rare wisdom 2ud fidelity.

Of the $2,500 given by the life memmbers and churches, $1,700 have come
from Zion Church, Montreal. All the other churches in British North
America have given less than falf as much as thisone. Shall this proportion
continue ? ’

If the pastors, from any delicacy of feeling, fail to urge this appeal, et the
deacons and the people take it up in every place. As the divectors say, o
mere dollar would show remembrance and sympathy.

Are there not more than thirty .ainisters among us who ought to be bene-
ficiary members? We know that even ten dollars a year are often hard to
spare for the future; but the return is so liberal, in case of need, that the
effort should be made. Nine years’ premiums paid back in one year, even
if there be no orphan! As years pass on, there will be many a desolate
houschold that will thank God for the Widows’ Fuud.

Dicial,
CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B. N. A.

SESSION 1865-66.

1. The Twenty-seventh Session will commence on Wednesday, the Gth of
Séptember, 1865, in the Faculty of Arts of MeGill College, Moutreal.

2. The Session in the Faculty of Theology will begin on Wednesday,
the 17th of QOctober, 1363, in the Burnside House, Montreal.

3. In order that ample time may be afforded for preliminary arrangements
and correspondence, candidates for admission are requested to lodge their
applications with the undersigned, on or before the 24th of July, addressed
(pro. tem.) Brantford, C. W.

4. Pastors of Churches will oblige by making these notices as public 28
possible. GeoroE Corxisr, M.A.,

Secretary Con. Coll. B. N. A.
Montreal, June 20th, 1865.

@&orresponience.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

All communicaticus for the Canadian Independent for August and
September, 1864, should be addressed to Rev, F. H. Marling, Toronto.

It has been determived to publish the wagazine promptly, throughout the
year, on the first day of the month. Communications exceeding half a pagé
i1 length must be in the hands of the editor on the 20th day of the previvus
month.  Shorter aud urgent notices way be in time until the 25th.
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MISSIONARY MEETINGS IN NOVA SCOTIA.
Yaryovurir, Nova Scoria, May 24, 1865.

My DEAR BROTHER,—~-At the invitation of resident brethren, Rev. John
Gray, of Chebogue, and I left Yarmouth on Monday morning, May Ist, to
attend Missionary Mectings in Queen’s County, N. S. The first meeting
was held in '

Liverpool on Tuesday evening. We had a two days’ drive over a rough
and dreary road one hundred and six miles long—how rough, let those testify
who have sume acquaintance with Western Nova Scotia; and how dreary,
you may judge when I tell you, that it passes throagh several forests for
wiles together, and across a barren three leagues in extent, a dismal waste
where no man dwells. Judging by the road, one would suppuse the country
to be very sparsely populated, but the scttlements lie, for the most part,
nearer the coast, which reference to a map will show to be indented with,
numerous bays. Taking the distance and roughness of the way into account
it will not surprise you to learn that the bell on ¢ Old Zion” was ringing for
service befoie we came in sight of Liverpool. After caring for our horse and
for oursclves—the former very properly coming first—we were escorted to.
the meeting by a deacon sent to see 1f we had arrived, and entered while
Bro. Black, late of Lanark, C. W., now of Milton, N. 8, was speaking. It
did me good to hear our brother’s familiar voice, and the not less familiar.
voice of Bro. ITowell, who presided, whom I had often heard in our Union
Meetings in Canada. '

The Church is an antiquated building a little modernized, which makes i.
the more unsightly. The pulpit, once adapted to the galleries, has given
place to an immense organ with a preacher’s stand in front, from which the
occupants of the galleries can scarcely be seen, and on a platform so circun. .
seribed on one side that an unguarded movement six inches to the righ,
might precipitate the preacher into the aisle. The pews ave square with;.
narrow seats and high straight backs, surmounted by the usual capping, and/.
therefore, nced I add, most uncomfortable. Brother Howell is hoping ti-
see a new Church erected; and were certain difficulties surmounted, thi .
hope, I presume, would soon be realized. As it is, an Act of Parliament fo:
the sale of ¢ Old Zion” has been secured, and sooner than we anticipate the:
prospects of the Congregational Church in Liverpool may brighten. S

The meeting scemed to be very successful. Brother Sykes, of Pleasani:
River, besides the brethren already named, and the Yarmouth County depui:
tation, addressed the audience. Addresses were also given by Rev. Messr
Hart and Coflin (Wesleyan), Harwris (Baptist), and a brother once a soldies
in Havelock’s army, who, since his counversion three yesrs ago, has labored: ;

b
OF

under Presbyterian auspices as a colporteur in India, whither he hopes tf
return shortly. His statements were specially interesting. t

The following evening we met the good people of Breoklyn, where ther
is a branch of the Liverpool Church. Brooklyn is a thriving village almo:“xs
opposite Liverpool, and exclusively Congregational ground, no other denow:
ination having an interest there. The Church building is under contract fig:
enlargement, It rained heavily throughout the day but partially cleared uj.
towards nizht, and a fair congregation assembled to listen to the advocacy
the claims of the Missionary Society. We were promised an increased sk
scription, and shall look for the fulfilment of the promise.

We held our next meeting at Miltor, two miles above Liverpool, on Thur:

AN

PRI
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day evening. This is the sphere of Bro. Black’s labors, which we were happy
to find highly appreciated by the community. The friends at Milton are pay-
Jing off their debt, which they have undertaken to diminish £1 (0 perannum,.
4 Bro. Black has the advantage of the majority of his brethren in vceupying a
4 pursonage, for which the ladies deserve thanks. It is commodious, not quite
“§so0 large as it ought to be perhaps, but well adapted for use and pleasantly
“isituated. Some of us would be much gratified to occupy oue like it. The
{church building at Milton—well I hardly know what to say about it. It
Asecms a needless expense to take six feet from the width of a wooden build-
Aing to make it resemble stoue, but it looks well. Once fairly out of debt,
Jand the church in good repair, the extra cost will be forgotten. So far ag
“iny observation and experience go, no_chureh should allow its edifice to fall
pelow the average in appearance and comfort if it hopes for prosperity;
“either should it contract a heavy debt in the erection of a fine building.
:f‘:?ﬂean edifices and burdensome indebtedness are to be equally and heartily
“avoided.
é. We had a good Missionary meeting. The speaking was confined to our
Jown ministers. Bro. Black has persuaded the friends to abandun the sub-
‘scription cards and adopt the envelope system.  We look with interest to see
gthe result, desiring its success. It certainly commends itself to the intelli-
- Zgent and conscientious.
3 A drive of thirty-four miles on Friday brought us to Pleasant River, where
e held our next meeting. The seetion of country through which we passed
wwas not all pleasant to the eye, but the locality bearing the name deserves it.
“iWe had an intcresting meeting, which did not break up till (I am almost
Jashamed to say) half past cleven. No onerleft. Was it too long?  Bro.
*{Gray, your correspondent, and Bro. Black, were the speakers, s.rangers all,
“and we occupied an aggregate of two hours and thirty-five minutes ! thirty-
“Hive, forty-five and seventy-five minutes respectively. The longest speech was
sprefaced with the remark, that it would be short, as an opportunity,of
fddressing the audience at greater length (1) would be had on Sabbath. I
#o not believe any one who heard it wished it shorter. One brother excceded
shimself, which is saying much.
& Bro. Sykes is well adapted to his present sphere, and is much esteemed in
he community. He too oceupies a parsonage, to which eleven acres of land
are atta'ched. May his fields, material and spiritual, ield an abundant
gparvest !
% Bro. Gray and I returned on Saturday to Milton, thence seven miles to
WBrach Meuadows, another station of the Liverpool Church, where a church
Building is in process of erection. Through a misapprehension un vur part,
Pro. Howell was prevented from attending, and my companion and I had the
§eld to ourselves. We did not prolong the meeting however, for we were
Feary, and had ecach three services before us for the following day. No col-
ection was taken, but a subscription was promised.
Bro. Gray preached at Milton in the morning of Sabbath, at Brovklyn in
fic afternoon, and at Liverpool in the evening. Your correspoudent at the
Bme places but at different hours. The following day we set out on our
fomeward journey, preaching once each by the way, and arriving safely on
Wednesday evening. Of the miror mishaps, as breaking down twice, and
e minor inconveniences, as travelling all one very rainy day, I say nothing.
Ehe tour was very pleasant on the whole, and T trust was not without proft.
ut home was pleasant too, and an entire night’s rest a lusury unknown from
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the time of our departure till our return. What is the rcason that it seems
impussible to resist the temptation to sit up late when ministerial brethren
meet ? A. B

Pews of the Ehirerhes.

ANNIVERSARY SERVICES OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CIIURCH,
HAMILTON.

On Tuesday the Gth June, a public meeting was held in the Congregational
Church Hamilton in celebration of the vpening. After an introductory address
by the Rev. Thomas Pullar, the pastor, in which he stated that during his pastoral
mure than 140 members had been added to the Church; 8 bad left for other
places, died or been separated, the highest number had been 134; and the pres
ent number 108:—Rev. George Smith D.D., addressed the meeting with power
and beauty un the progress of Congregational Churches in England. Several
anthems and hyms were sung, and the meeting was closed by prayer and Bene
diction by Dr. Smith.

On Lord's day the 11th June, appropriate services were conducted and sermons
preached—in the morning by Rev. T. S. Ellerhy of Toronto, who also preached
1n the afternoon ; and in the evening by Rev. Henry Wilkes D.D.

On Wednesday evening the 14th June, 2 public meeting was held, of which
we copy the following account from the Hamilton Times:—

The Rev. Thomas Pullar, pastor of the Church, presided. The Rev. d. L
Puure, who Las visited the Australian Colonies three times, delivered an incom
parable address on the rise, prugress and present state of those interesting auf
rapidly advancing infant empires. Ile described the state of the churches of th
varivus denvminations, tne effurts which the Congregational Churches had mad
tv evangelize and to plant churches in thuse regions, with the remarkable suce
which had folluwed their exertions. Mr. Poure graphically portrayed vario
scenes witnessed by himself in his expluring tours in those Southern lands. I
highly comumended the vast liberality of the Australian Churches in sustainip
the institutivns of Christiapity amung themselves, holding it up for the imitatio
of the Canadian Churches. The reverened gentleman then referred in terms ¢
warm commendation and congratulation to the efforts of the Congregation
Church in this city to maintain the cause of Gud among themselves aud to es
tinguish the entire debt on their place of worship. IIe understond that the les
appeal for money in this regard would be made that night. * Their zeal bs
provoked very many,” and he trusted their example would be extensively followed
After the collection was taken up, the Treasurer, Wm. Edgar, Esq , stated th
exactly six years ago the public meeting in connesion with the opening servi
was held, and about six and a half years since their present pastor was ipduct
on the day the foundation stone of the edifice was laid; during the whole of th
time they had supported the Gospel themselves. With some aid from Britai
they had nuw extinguished the debt on the church edifice. That very day
rangements had been made that put the church in possession of means to pay
the whule debt and to keep the place in good repairs for six years to come. M
Edgar said that, as a church, were deeply indebted to the Colonial Society whi
Rer. Mr. Puure represents, fur aid long continued, but since the present pasto
began such aid had not been required, fur during that period they had raised f
all purposes $13,229, being upwards of $2000 annually, and more than the ave
sum of 320 to each member annually. Ie trusted they wounld now go on to
enlarged schemes of usefulness so well unfolded by their esteemed visitor, ¥
Poore. J. B. Laing, M.D., one of the deacons, then progosed a hearty vote
thanks to the Rev. George Smith, D.D., and to the Rev. J. L. Puore, for tht
kind and eflective services; which was heartly responded to hy the congregatit
This clused a series of most interesting and effective anniversary services cul
nating in the estinction of the church debt and gladdening the hearts of all
friends of the church.




