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For Seventy Years Fast.
History of St. John’s Regatta
By James Murphy. - - St. Johns. Newfoundland.

POPULAR HOLIDAY T" IPS
1\ JOHN 1 1 ' v '!

nml steamer t ileneoe (including meals on steamer) and rail II 
ij to St. ,oiin’s, i;.eluding stop i ! it any port of call or rail 
!| way station $22.00.-I T 'I

SI IOI1N s to BAY Oi ISLANDS, >.S. HOMI to ,* 
BA It U'. 11 ARBOR ami - > \ IROIXIA I.AKK lack 
to St. John i- ^including uvai . >t-- nnci $?2 00.

BAY TRIPS
Round trip-if Trinity Bo. 'in St John's v.i ('arhoi.var 

oi Clarcnville $8 00.
Round trip of Bonavista B. \, from St. John s $99?
Roui d tiip of Notre* Dame Aty, from St. Joli S $15 40 
Round nip of Placentia Ba /, from St. John’s $8 50.
R - n <1 trip to Port aux.Ba pie», via S.S. ( ileneoe (in 

eluding meals) i 19.00.
'Plu se trips give tl. • holida) seeker a charming variety of 

scenery, an abundance 01 < >ol, crisp, health-giving sea 
breezes, and he returns home ejuvenated and h »py.

REID NEWFOUNDLAND 00



ADVERTISEMENTS.

ESTABLISHED 18ti3.
Wholesale Family and Dispensing Chemists.

ALL ENGLISH and AMERICAN 
.Medicines of Repute.

HOMAEOPATHIC MEDICINES.
DRY PAINTS. COLORS. STAINS & VARNISHES OF ALL 
KINDS, GARDEN, AGRICULTURAL, FLOWER SEEDS 

AND BULBS.

Having a large overturn in every' branch of 
our business we are able to make the Best Possi­
ble Terms to Wholesale Buyers.

Thomas McMurdo & Co.,
Water Street St. John’s. Newfoundland.

Call at Wadden’s
Before you jump on board the car And when you’re coming home at eve 

Togo and see the races, With Ice Cream Gus will greet you.
Try Wadden’s for a nice Cigar, He has the best you may believe,

To place before your faces. And he’ll be glad to meet you.

Address—A. S WADDEN,
364 Water St: fit 128 New (lower St. 

Try a “Big Hit” Cigar. Only four cents.

STAR THEATRE !
The most successful Vaudeville Entertainment ever given in 

St. John’s. Tremendous Applause !
ALL STAR CAST.

All the latest song hits, marvellous conjuaing and illusions 
eflecis, beautiful setting'., comi 

colored comedians, dainty coi 
soubrette, wonderful Eure

General Admission, 5 cents.
Doors open at 7 o’clock sharp.

(

I
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Reserved & Box Seats, 10 cents. 
Be there Early.
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The Liverpool and London 
and fiiofce Fire and 

Life Insurance 
Company.

#
r#
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; Funds of the Company.

The funds of the Company now stand 
as follows :—

Capital ( paid up)........................... ,£-245,640
General Reserve Fund £ 1,400,000 
Fire Re-Insurance . . . 965,000 
Profit and Loss Accounts 

after payment of Divi­
dend for 1906. . . 524,099

------------ 2,889,099
Globe Perpetual Annuity Fund £1,654,200 
Life and Annuity funds .... 5,395,824

Sole Agents for Newfoundland
BOWRING BROS. LTD.

Ht. John's, N.K.
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

Meat Market.

’
Koi

•*■'**<*m, »■»•««•■■■■ wR^'e'e*

Call on O’Regan, when you want the j 
choicest meat in the city, He is obliging to eus- i 
tomers. You will find him at his store.

Cor. LrMarcliant K<l., & Murray St.

Carnell’s
Carriage

Factory.
114 Duckwmth Street

Established over 70 years.
Managed by the third 

generation.

Andrew , . . Manager.

James Pennock,
Established 1863

Lead and Sheet Iron Worker.

Plumber, Maker of Ship’s Lights, 
Lamps, Ventilators,

Stove Pipes, etc,
Castings of every Description.

Rouse Chocks. Hawse Pipes, Bogies, 
Stoves, Tinware & Knamel-

Repirs nentlv and promptly execu­
ted, Satisfaction guaranteed.

Tasker Cook, Mgr.

R. Maher,
------ -------------

When you need the best Tin­
ware in town, call at his store,

It is situated on Duckworth 
Street, a few doors Hast of Prescott 
Street, where he will accomodate 
you in whatever you may require 
in the above lines.

LOOK
and see that you get

YOO LIKEY 
TEE

served with your pud­
ding at the 
REGATTA.

H. Tapper, Sole Importer,

CALL AT DOOLEYS

i

First 
Whe 
the I 
that 
and i 
in th

-
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Tak

Whenever you require the choicest cut of 
Meat, Ring up or ’plume

MICHAEI. DOOLEY,
Cor. of Nunnery Hill and Duckworth Street.
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THE BEST IS THE CHEAPEST
For best value in Boots and Shoes and neatest repairing go to

Marshall’s Shoe Store,
Only First Class Stock and skil'cd labor used. Hand made Boots 

to order. Repairing while you wait. Satisfaction guaranteed.
J MARSHALL, Proprietor

------- Go to----------

Parade Store,
Freshwater Road

FOR
First Class ( iroceriesand Provisions 
When you buy at our store you get 
the best value. We sell no goods 
that we cannot positively recommend 
and can furnish you with everything 
in the line of Groceries & Provisions

W. 0. CARNELL Prop

----- THE------

MOTOR BOAT
Has come to stay

Our BAYS, LAKES and RIVERS 
afford unexcelled opportunities for

Motoring
Angel Engineering & Supply

Co., Ltd.

MOORE & GO.,, I. F. Berlin & Co.
— Importers and Jobbers in

PLUMBERS and HOT Dry Goods, Clothing, Hats,

"WATER FITTERS. Caps. Boots and Shoes, Etc.

Duckworth Street, Everything Sold at Lowest Prices. 
Water Ht., East., St. John’s, N.F.

St. John s. 1 (Opposite T. McMurdo & Co.)

AFTER THE REGATTA 
Take a Stroll through the Shady Groves and Lanes

m m Moxmm i o ' i mizm.
Order Tea, Ice Cream, Strawberries, eti 

go Home$Happw<£t*''
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O^istory of St. ^ (John s f/^egatta,

3or Seventy Years *2?ast.

By James Murphy. St. John's, August, 1908

tt IN summer, about the end of August, the young men get up a 
regatta on Quidi Vidi Pond, for oared boats, and some 

very spirited matches take place, at which time the adjacent mea 
dow for three days is covered with booths, and looks like an 
English fair, excepting that every booth has a flag.” Newfound­
land in 1842.

The above quotation was taken from a work published on 
Newfoundland by Sir Richard Henry Bonnycastle, Kt., in 1842. 
He was a l.ieut Col. in the corps of the Royal Engini ers stationed 
at St. John's a: .hat time. Three days was the time alloted for 
racing by our ancestors at the on'set of the races on Quidi Vidi; 
then it came down to two days, and as years wore on, one day 
only was set aside for the sport. In this short sketch of our 
annual regatta which I purpose tog e through the pages of this little 
pamphlet it must be understood shat all the details in connection 
with each year cannot be givi n. Since the year 1841 down to the 
present the nit st interesting item' however I have endeavoured to 
rescue from oblivion for the hem tit of those who are interested in 
the regatta. Before giving this information I would like to 
quote a paragraph taken from a 1-wspaper published m St. John's 
in 1828, on the regatta, as fol.ow ; “ We feel infinite pleasure
“ in announcing that the annual regatta is about to take place 
“ on an early day. We consider boat racing of every description as 
“synonymous with Newfound'end pursuits, in fact, a piece of the 
“ship, and the liberality always evinced to promote it fully sup- 
11 ports our ideas on the subject.”

It may be seen by the above extract that as far back as eighty- 
years ago, our fathers gave willingly to assist in having boat races 
on Quidi Vidi. Previous to the foities the boats were of an inferior 
build. The coming of the “Victoria," built at Halifax in 1840, and



the “Ripple," built by Mr. Samuel Loveys of St. John's, gave a 
new impetious to boat-racing ; these boats were of a class very 
superior to those used since the regatta came in vogue, but it 
must be understood that the boats were not equal to the racing 
boats of the present day.

In 1841 the following boats were on the pond : “Maid of the 
Mist," "Ripple,” “Red Rover,"and a crack boat built at Halifax 
named “l.allah Rookh ” The last named boat out stripped all 
competitors until the coming of the “l.ucy l.ong," a boat built 
by Mr. Samuel l.oveys, the celebrated builder of that period. 
The “l.ucy Long" was built in 1844 She was a pretty model and 
measured thirty-six feet in length. The “Lucy Long" was a great 
favorite in her day, there are old-eitizens amongst us who remember 
the days of the “l.ucy Long.” I’he same year a handsome boat 
named the “fient” came here, She wa milt by Moselyat Halifax. 
Mosely was a noted boat builder. The‘Gem’ measuied the same as 
the “Lucy Long." The latter was painted white with a red streak, 
and carried a white flag ; the “fiem” was painted Vermillion with a 
black streak, and carried a rediflag with her name in the centre.

I he “Lucy Long" beat the “Gem” and also tne “Lnllah Rookh" 
which boat for years had beaten all opponents. This year the 
“Quiz," “Ripple," "FerrylandSzvx" and “Repeal" also contested. 
The “Ferryland Lass” was built by the late Mr. Michael Kearney, 
ship-builder. The “Repeal" was built at Halifax, was painted green 
with a white streak, and irried a green flag ; She was an inferior 
boat, and never did m h for the time she was on the pond. A 
purse was put up for ace between the “Quiz’“and the “Repeal" 
in 1844. The“Qn won. v-

I11 1850 a boat named the “Banshee," built at Halifax and 
printed green, came to try her speed Before coming here she had 
beaten all competitors at St. John, N. B., and at Halifax. She 
also remained a winner at our regatta for some years, until l.oveys 
got his “hand in" in 1854 and built the "Undine," a handsome 
gig. The‘‘Indian Chief” was built the same year by a Mr. Holden; 
a boat named the “Jenny Lind" rowed also. I he “Undine" b.*at 
them all, and remained a wimur for same yetrs. Mr. Biers owned 
the “Banshee.” He was a cleik in a Water Street store.

In 1855 Loveys built the “Darling," named alter Governor



I lading, after whom Darling Stm . now Bond Street, we» named 
A boat named the “Fly," sent -.-re from Halifax, competed the 

same year.
The “Darling" was the winnii > .at The Quidi Vidi fishermen 

rowed the “Darling" against tlx ndine" on the second day of 
the regatta 1855 and won. They v 1 • made a present of her and a 
special bet oi fifty pounds. In D L I 0 0s was again tothefore.
') his time l|e built tin “Eugeni ’ A unie pie feature in the regatta 
took place this year it was .1 v ,en's race, the first and last ever 
held at the races. The Ouidi Yid women rowed the “Banshee.11 
the “Undine" was her competitor In her were a crew from the 
North and South Side of St. |o A I lie “Kitty Vilty" women 
came off victorious. Their n ware -Ki.i.hx Wai sir, Stroke; 
Iknnik Kino, Mary IIr.v i im.il SizrikK.s, I.izzik Hauton, 
Ik.ssik Nkkoium, Khhkk'i Mix i hijkv, Coxswain.

From 1856 up to i860 the eaz.ul" and “ 1 .lector” were the 
two favorite boats The year is His Majesty King hdward, then 
Prince of Wales, visited NYu o 11 Hand and spent a few hours at 
the races. There were norai - 1 m i860 until 1871.

The following named gem1 ari.iivn d our Derby Day in 
1871: Judges -Capt.T. Il \\ kk . John Mkkhan, Esq., and 
Capt Phiup Cikaky Cornu —A-. Messrs J. lx. Roaiii, Allan 
McDougall, Edward Kieli . |ohn Baird, and C. S. Milrov,

The boats which rowed wen vile boats and ships gigs. The 
whale-boats were the “John , mette’’ and “Henrietta."

In 1872 Mr. Fred Lewis, p. , if the port, who is living and as
keen a “sport" on racing as the built the “Lady of the Lake."

The same year the old 'lb :J and “Elizabeth" rowed. Wilson’s 
prize, a silver cup, was comp for this year, and was won by 
the “Elizabeth.” Mr. Wilsn '.is a famous play-actor, giving 
shows in St. John’s at the tin In 187 ; the old “Native" was 
built, and a boat named “I 1 ’ the same year. The “Heather 
Belle" contested in 1874. A . . vnpour of rain put an end to the 
races, only three or four being wed. This year was famous for 
the great sculling match h 1 11 ( .eorge Ferguson, the champ­
ion sculler of Halifax, and Ri 1 rd Squires, of Broad Cove. Fer­
guson rowed and defeated his 1 > ui.-iu on regatta day this year,
and became so elated over hi: tot y that he challenged all New-



found land. It was accepted by Its hard Stjulrrs, an humble Attirer 
man of Broad Cove, I (istrict of m. I ihnTim follow ing is a copy 
of Squires' challenge to Ferguson

“NOW or MiVKR!
I, plain Richard Squires, nt Hi ud i t\**. hy this publicity do 

tender a challenge to Mr. (h ure I viguson, tin sun essful com 
hatant in the late sculling r.u 01 Ottidi Vidi I. ike. to contest a 
similar race, antj on the same waii is, tor the sum ol $50 or $ 100 
as may be agreed upon, our melti to lie tested on Saturday next 
at any hour agreed to If the ''hallen In- not ai eepted to-day bus­
iness will require me tq leave town for npv home 
St John’s, Wednesday, Aug. 1y.i1, 11 ; |

Squires gave Ferguson an “awful thrashing It left him half­
way down the pond Ferguson 1 mal ashore where the City Club 
boat house now stands Squires was brought through the town on 
the shoulders of Ids countrymen, and was let d lor a week at 
Foran's Hotel. He is alive to-day. rod t fine m n lespite his age.

In 1875 the “Volunteer’' and “I ady 11 ill" rame along. Scull 
races were in vogue in those ye r but were done away with some 
ten or a dozen years ago, and men is the pity.

In 1876111e Prince of Wales mi/ s won \ the “Mary,” 
rowed by the Outer Cove lislici v, 11. The “M.iv Glover” rowed 
this year.

The year 1877 saw the boat “l’lacen'ibuilt by Mr. Sin not at 
Vlacentia, and rowed by a crew <1 l'lacentia men, beat her com­
petitors badly in the fishermen’s ians I ll l’lacentia men were a 
fine crew of fishermen. Seven bnals cuntested in this race, namely 
:—“Placentia," “Volunteer 'Matin . “<_>u en of Beauty,”
“Orient,’ “Rosetta” and “M ry 1 over I h crew of tin “I la 
centia” were: Phii.ii' Morkisski. Maxim Mokrissia, Patrick 
Morrissey, Joiix Morrissi Most:- Mokei-m \ , James 
Wiiei IN, Sinnott, C ixswain. O 1 . 1878, the
'‘Hawk,” In ill by lain ys at I'm uto, arrived in St. John’s, she 
did poor work her first yen, hut she was the winning boat until 
1882. file “Swallow owned by A wring Brothers, also the “Con­
test” came on the pond this year.

In 1879 the “Dora,” built b\ Johnson, and afterwards, re-
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William R. Mowley,
Barrister and Solicitor.

Offices: Rcnouf Building, Dnckwoth St.. St Johns, N F.

"Phone 36 ». I1. O. Box 207

SMITH Villa 8AKEPVhi

Ask your ( »ioccr for hi; 
long’s lift .id, ( .1 kfs ;m : 
Pastry, the iu-si on th« 
market.
Wcdtii

Furlong Bros
Smithville

OSI THE JOB.

M. A. DUFFY
Corner Lime and Cabot Sts

Importer of all kinds of ( iroccrie* 
and Provisions. The mo t v . tie 
and up-to-date is \ lv.it \w
sell. I > k its and
tion of Tinwaie and C ek...v wirt 
also kept in Mot -;. I : - 1 'g!it

Saisfaction Guar.mi d.

Phone 320

So take a tumble that
W. i. O’NEILL’S

TÛ.UCC3 S ÛRE ant BILLIARD ROOM
i> tliv best place for the best people

365 Water Street.
(next to Parker X Monroe’s west.)

JOSEPH P. KENT.
Prescription Draggi»..

Ho 7 FRESHWATER ROAD.

HOURS :
Daily 8 4.111. to 7 p.m. Open every 

night 10.30 p.m.
Sunday Hours : to to it, 2 to 3 

8 to 9.

Cimmaimghk Drug* Store,
148 ant* 1 50 New Gower Street.

Always on hand a fu„ line of Purest D:ugs, Patent and Proprietary 
Medicines, T:>:Io Requ:sitvs. Perfumery, Soaps.

Carden and Flower Seeds in eat var.ety from the best houses in
the world.

We arc maki g a soeciulty of Ph) dan Supplies, and can furnish anything in 
this line from our own stock. 'Phone 675. P. O. Box 806.

Mail Orders Solicited.
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modelled, rowed. In 1882, her crew of amateurs made the quick­
est time ever made up to then, rowing the course in 9 min. 21 sec. 
The “Lizzie” and “Fly” came next war. (1880)

The year 1881 saw the “I.urline** aid “HutUui p”two good 
boats in their time. The “Ginette' camt in 1882. She was 
owned by the late Most s M 11m * In 1SS4 I ’bilip Mahoney 
built the “Terra Nova ” At this regatta a sad accident happened 
in the sixth race. While the boats were coining hack to the start 
ing point and when a little below WTodlcv’s, the “ Terra Nova,” 
having taken in some water, careened over, and her crew, all Tor- 
bay youths, were thrown into li t water, 'l l it e of them, (iosse, 
Martin, and Power, were drowned. Their bodies were recovered.

The “Terra Nova" was re christened next year a: d was named 
the “Myrtle.” She continued to he a wirnii ghoat for twelve years 
afterwards, until the coming oftlu- “(liaice’" aid “Calmt.”

In 1885 a fcull race t< ok pine> I ctiveen John (dakcr, of St 
John’s and Thomas Leahy of Ih lilax, who claimed to he a 
champion seulh r On the day of the ia e, in the scull race after 
the boats started, Ixahy broke an oir and can « I .< k. the out­
come of which was a chalk nge sent 1 \ him to ( « ak« r. who won 
the race. The challenge 1;.ce took place on Avgust 25th. The 
Lakeside was lined by tin usands «" spi ctatois ai d great enthus­
iasm was shown. 'I he course was two and a * uarti 1 miles and at the 
finish (Taker came in fully twenty boat lengths ahead of Leahy. 

'The “Resolute” rowed in 1885 and the “Avalon” in 1886. 
'Theie were two days’races held in 1887. This was known as 

the jubilee year, being the Golden Jubike of the late (Jueen Vic­
toria. mother of our | rest nt King. 'The “Gypsy” and “Mascotte” 
were first si en on the ronr^e in 1: 89 and the “Iris” in 1889.

In 1890 Mr. I oh n Ryan, Shipwnd t. placed the “Lilly” on the 
pond. She was a hander me beat, th ugh she never came to much 
account. 'There were no races in 1S92, it was the year of the big 
fire of July Sih 11 e “I fais) ’ wa first ‘«m on the pond in 1894 

The “Glance,” “Cal ot,” “Iris,” “Daisy ’ rid “Rob Sexton’’ 
were the boats that rowed until the “Red Cros’j” showed up in 
1900. The “III ic Peter” was hui t in 1901. The “Shananditti’’ 

was built in 1900 by Rev. Father O’Brien. The “Doctor” came 
in 1903 and the “ Togo” in 1904. The “Red Lion” was built in



U)06. 'The boats noxv rowing ,n he “1 lector” “ l ogo’ ‘Red Lion* 
‘Blue Peter’ and the ‘Nina,’ all • wept thr lath r built by the famous 
builder Bob S xton, wh< shit * a boat builder is undisputed* 
May he live long to < njox tin i otitati.on which he has won is the 
heart felt wish of the compiler of this pamphlet, who has known 
“Bob” as a j >11 \ good I ! > , t.>: •, period of twenty-five years.

The “Nina i< a new I o’ built this year by Mr. John Taylor, 
shipwright.

Before I rhe 1 think h. 1 1 v folio a ing names will be of some 
interest to the pit < nt pop;, . -n uf Si. John’s. They rowed the

“pond ’in 18 2 S It was a »v between Brooking’s gig and
Hoyle's A'ha le b. a . Bin. k in those wars kept a large premises 
and supplied hundred 1 : wal and cod fisheries. I heir place
was where llaix’m.A ‘ Oa ml | 1 mist s i> to-day. The gig was row­
ed by l.wt. I 1 u \i xi \. Ill 1 1 1 ' s 1 and WiNTF.R, the latter was 
the father of Sir. Jam > Winter \lr. Pearce steered the gig. The 
whaleboat wms 10.\. (1 b\ ! I ; i > Jim. (the late Sir. Hugh
Hoyles,) K1 • t h, l .i a d I b u 1 1 v, (the latter was the
father of His ( ira' ■ Aicb t Howlex ), ('apt. Moysesteered the 
whaleboat. Tin : won tl 1 1 i . if the official time of the boats 
was kept previous to thr n ixal of eleven years following 185o 
it L not on record 1 lunnd mu tor only one year published 
in the press of the old d -. . mu, t:iu was in the year 185b. 1 his
year the “Undine, ’ built bx 1 owx>, outstripped her opponents in 
the amateur rare, coven a the distance in 1 1 min. 45sec.

As far as can be know th ; ir.-s on ()uidi X idi began over 
ni net) years ago, as nutvd in .1 preceding paragragh taken from a 
newspaper published at ■ 1 . in 1S28 relating to what it terms
“the annual regatta It r >i have been going on for some years 

before that date.



ADVERTISEMENTS.

B. FRIEDMAN
Dealer in every description of

Dry Goods, Ready Made Clothing and Furniture.
Also a large assortment of

Waltham, Elgin and Swiss Watches,
Pictures a Specialty

Wholesale anil Retail. 304 —306 Water Street.
P. (). Box 311. ’Phone 649.

Photographer
Studio “Gazette” Bdg

(Over Bank of Montreal)

Tourists' imd A lutteur Negatives
I)eveluted, Printed and Mounted in 
the most expeditious manner, and 
at a low figure.

Full line of Dry Plates, Paper, 
Chemicals, etc. on hand.

LARGE ASSORTMENT OF VIEWS OF
NFLO. SCENERY AND POST CARDS IN 

STOCK.

A. W. KEJWEOY,
POPULAR PHARMACY.

Duckworth St., St. John's, Hast.

Mr. Kennedy has a start of ass 
istants, and also attends to the 
Store himself.

GIVE HIM A CALL.

W. R. Warron, r. A. MEWS,
Barrister & Solictor. Barrister & Solictor.

Lyon Bdlg. Water St. East. Temple Bdlg., Duckworth St.

St. John’s N.F. St. John’s N.F.

CROCKER Y WARE !
A grand assortment of Fancy China and Stone, China Cups 
and Saucers. Also Dinner and Tea Sets in China and 
other wares. Trinket and Toilet Sets in all the newest pat­
terns, Fancy S|x»nge and other wares, White Stoneware,
Jars—hall quart, one. two and three gallons

Outport orders promptly attended to at

JOHN BULLEV AYRE'S
204 Merchant’s Block, Water Street.



AIATRTISKMI.NTS.

S. B. KESNER,
Dealer in

Junk, >Ietal, i.eail and Iron.
livst prices paid on the market.

Mvi.<>1 lyliln11 Itldej. Water St. West.

DAVIDSON,^-
When you want the 1 >vst 

Pipes. Tobaccos and 
Cigars in St. John’s, do 

not forget to call a! M 
Davidson s store.

Water St., a few doors west of 
Bank of Nova Scotia.

The Man For Fogo !

H. Fitzgerald,
Genera) Qrocery Store.

V: ï "{Ui w
Don’t fail to call on him on

Regatta Day
when passing his stole which L 

situated on the corner of 
Military Road and Gower Street.

East End Tobacco Store*
Wholesale \ Retail 

Jas. P. Cash. Proprietor.
Water St., St. John’s, N.K.

Importer and Dealer in all the 
Leading Brands of Cut anti Plug 
Tobaccos, Cigars, Cigarettes, Meer­
schaum, Wood and Clay Pipes, and 
all Smokers’ Requisites.
1*. (>. !l 2*1. ‘Phone 57.t

ot an inferior quality never 
enter our store. We keep '.lie 
BEST, we PAY for the 
BEST, and il tlie\ come 
from OUR STORE they 
are the BEST.

A. McNamara, optician.

E. J.IVSaSone,
Tailor and Clothier

Water Street, opposite Bowring Brothers
Winn you want a SUIT of CLOTHES that rnn’t he equalled 

in the city, call at his store.


