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Till- ST. LAWK i:\iT KoL'Ti- .WD Till- l>l<()
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I he authiir. s: - 1 \n have l.een |-Mrimn.l HiirkeAn Aecoiiiildl tl; ICurniieanSellleiueiitsiii An;er' ,

'

pulihsheil 111 |-;nj,'laii(l in IT.')?, aserilpe.l llie laih . '

!

I'ranee In estal>Hsli a larjje sedentan ii.,|nilatin,, m
( anada tua variel\ nf raiises. ii.i'hi.lii,),' ihe •|,a,! „avi-
Kalioii the Kiver St. I.awreiue.' which, he said
uasan'-eviliiu-m-alile.' The St. I.awiviiee was '(iiiile
frozen for ahii.«i half the \eai-. and cnvered with thieU
e.xhajatiiins and l<,f,'s t'cr the j;reat^r part nf the rest

"

The daiiKei-s c.f the St, Lawrence had heen iiineh in
evidence m England n the n,casi,.n ,.f the treniend(His
disa.sler that l.etell .' niral Walker'sexpedition against
Uiehec m 1711. i..^dit nf Walker's transports went
ashore on the !•:},'« Islan.ls. ne.ir I'ointe de.s M.,nls, and
acconhiiK to his journal, ,s,so soldiers were drowned!
ihe French said ihey t'oiinted DO corpses on the
heach. including; those of a nunihe' women, prohably
soldiers' wives. l'harlevoi.\. the .aslorian, who came
to Canada nine years afterwards, pnt the loss of life
at :i.OUO. The expedition proceeded no further than
I'ointe lies Monts. C.cneral Hill, l,n>ther of Mrs.
Mashani, a favorite of Oiieen Anne, was in eonimand
of the military ])art, which consisted of sjven
British anil two Massachusetts rcKiinent.s, liesiiles
arttllerv; and was severely 1 .lamed in Enj,'land for having
turned back. He had a friend in Swift, who, m a letter
to Stella, K^ve it as his opinion that "Mr. Hill and his
admiral made wrong steps." "However," he .said
rather than condemn Hill, "we lav it all to a storm

"'

Walker laid it all to the dangerous navigation, while
his friends iilamed P.aradis, a French-Canadian jiilot
who had been cainured and taken on board. \V»ch'

I
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of Annapolis a leading man in the expedili.Mihrew theem„-e responsibUity on Walker, who, ag;t
hro^;"' f '"' ;'"'^'^'--^ ""''Pil"t«. mailed to the m.Uthrough a <lense fog ,n the night. Vetch remindedWalker that n, lO-JO. Sir William Phips, with 70 s,

iiefore
"^ ""^ '' '""" '" "'*' '^''''' '''"' '"'''" "^'^'"'^

In IZ.VJ, Wolfe's vessels also found their wa\- to(uebec without accident, their skill in navigating tit-North Iraverse, a dangerous place between ('ap To r-metue and the lower end of the Island of Urle nsexc, tng the admiration of the French pilots. Soun"bing boats lay off on each side of tlie' channel hd.fferen coloured flags to guide the ships '•The

•mised rn'T ^f"''"'^"','
'" '^'^ --"ch^Minisierpassed (,n ships of war where we hardh- daiv 1 to riska vessel ot 100 tons. Xotwithslan.ling all otir precau

tions, • he added, 'the English, withott anv acdden,«ssed through tlie Tra^er,se, by night as well\.s bv dav'

togetht'-'
' ™ ""'' *^" >"""' ""'' "'''' '"""> "f t''e-n

Burke was ne\-ertheless warranted in saving hanlthings of the St. Lawrence route. During theFrench regime, it was the scene of wrecks wfthoutnumber. The vessels of the jjeriod seldom exceeded 200

>.art;"of ?hP ^, '
'^'fV

>nunanu-red in the narrowestparts of the channel, but such recorded surve\-s asexisted were often imperfect, and, worse still •therewere no hghts on the St. Lawrence and none in t1>e

hrnltTt'T^'"?'
"•^"'='ltill 1734, when a lighthouse wasbu at Louisbourg. At certain points along the river

kettle,s filled with blazing pitch or pine knots were 1 ungat night on the trees, but as a rule the King's shipswhen commg ui,, were in the habit of anchtring i idaylight. It IS said that some of the charts w^erelur
posely made vvrong to mislead the English and \ewEngenders. Having no proper charts of the Atlanticthe earlier vessels carrie.i /„V,te /,„„,„„«•.., ur deep-sea



liilots./vlio lirought them from France to the inoutli of
the St. Lawrence, wliere they were taken in cliarge Ijy
liilolex riiliiricrs, or river and coast |>iIots from Ouebec.
Their ajijiroach was signalled to (jueliec l>v semaphores
on the lieights along the soutli shore.' (lood river
pilots were scarce. Abraham Martin, ai)parentlv a
Scotchman, after whom the Plains of Abraliam were
called, was one of the first, Malartic. wlio served
>n the French side in 1 7-")S-G0, .says tlie Quel lec i >llicials
took no precautions against the'Englisli" in the Lower
St. Lawrence, as they trusted to the difficulties of navi-
gation and to the supposition lliat no ellicient pilots
could be found. The captain of the King's shii>, l.c

Cluimenii, which was afterwards wrecked, wrote in 1720
that, while la pnir mid Imii U- mniulv pihile. tliere was
scarcely a regular jiiloi on the route who knew his
liusiness; tliose he had were non)ilussed wlien anything
out of the common occurred. At times, the French
almost des])aired of the St. Lawrence. It was once
seriously suggested that Port Royal, in the Ba\- of
Fundy, should be made tlie chief pcjrt of tlie Colony,
.and that a canal should be dug lluimgh the isthmus
dividing the Bay from Xorthumberlmid Strait, and
coasting vessels ilespatched tliat way to (Juebec.

The sea.son of navigation was only 7if three and a
half or four months' duration, the vessels u.sualh- sailing
from France for (Juebec in June, and leaving' (Juebec
for France in September. Scientific .seamanship was.
of course, unknown. The earlier navigators had but an
imperfect knowledge of the sun's position, while their
tables of declination were incorrect and their instru-
ments crude. There was no method of determining
the kmgitude beyond wild guessing on the basis of dead
reckoning; nor had the\- any idea of the variation of
the compass, or of the currents that beset them in com-
ing from France, often by roundabout routes. Ft used
to be said, half in jest, half in earnest, that the Rochelle
cajitains in the Canadian trade realh- lielieved the\
could niise the wind !>\- Hogging the w.'/r.v.m-.



On ci-nssiiiK thf Cr.-iiiil Bank .m tlio vovaj,'e to (Hic-
bec. llie shiji's (.-rew cn«aj,'e(l in nule ceremonies' ru-
sembhnjj tlmse onee in vojjue on Britisli vessels crossinf;
tlie e(|nator, a sailor arra\eil as the Bonlioninie (Irand
Bane eolleclinj,' trilmle from those enterinj,' his l<ins,'-
ilom for the lirst time. J-:\er\ ship from I'ranee rarrie.l
lirandy for the j)eltry tralUe with the Indians, ami the
erew received liberal rations of it. There was al\va\s
too much drinkinf; on board. On hinj; to for lite
night_, or while waiting f.>r a fair wind' on the wa\- up
the St. Lawrence, the shiji's ollicers went ashore to
shoot or buy game from the Indians, and the ecclesias-
tics .and Oovernment functionaries who were p.assen-
gers landed to dine with a rim- or local trading agent.
Freights range<l, in modern currencv, from SIO to Sl'.j

l)er Ion in time of peace, and from .*;.")0 to .S2.")l) in time
of war. In ])eace, insurance was u.suallv below 10 ].er
cent., in war as high as SO or iJO. Writing of .affairs in
the Seven Years' War, a merchant stated th;n a '«r-
r«/i»! of mm worth r,() livres on board ship at Rochelle,
cost 277 livres by the time it was warehoused at
Quebec; and as credits were long and liable to be .ifTecl-
ed by the depreciated pai)er currencv, he could not
allonl^ to sell it for less than ;i.-)0 livres.

'

From lOS.S down to the transfer to iMigland. a
period of 7.") years, over :{() vears were .si)ent in war
with Fngland and the English Colonies. Then there
were the wars with the Indians, which harassed the
settler and diminished his slender cxjiorts. Scurvy
and shiji's fever were prevalent on the vessels. A
single \-oyage to or from France lasted anvwherc from
50 to 120 days. The\- had frequentlv to' return from
Canada without cargoes; stones from (.htebec, em-
ployed as balla.st, are said to be still standing in okl
buildings in the French Channel jiorts. Weird stories
were told of .sea monsters and land monsters, ,and of
unearthly lights and voices in the Culf. Admiral
Ualker believed that in winter the St. Lawrence was
frozen solid from surf.ace to bed, which would have

4



made the ice in places I.SO feet thicl<. Viiltaiie kiR'''

I'lcire alioiit Canada tlian must ]ie(j])le. yet to him it

was a "few acres (jf snow." Tlie Huclielle mer-
chants had a liiijli opinion of the ca|ialiilities of the
couiitrw however, and their ])rotest to tlic Kinj; afjainsl

the cession of 17(i:i, in wliicli they were joined 1)\ tlie

Chambers of Commerce of oi]icr I"rench seajxirts. is a

\er\' reniarl<a1>lc document.
On account of the e.\ce)itional1y painful circnm-

stances attenihn.e; them, some of the wrecks whicli

took jilace in Canadian waters attracted world-wiile

attention. leather Cresjiel's viviil narrative of llie

sufferings of those on board tile s1oo]i /,« lli-iiniiiniie,

wliich was stranded on Anticosti in .\'ovem1)er, 17:!(i.

rehef not reaching tlieni till May, was tran.slated into

English. Cierman and Italian. The wreck ui the
Aiifiiixic. carrying ])eo])Ie from Canada to France,
after the Colony had been as good as lost, 114 souls

jierisliing on the Cape Breton coast, was one of the most
pathetic tragedies of the sea. The horrors of Sable
Island, including the murderous doings of the wreckers,
were embodied in tales and ballads whicli likewise

contributed to give the St. Lawrence route an evil

name; anil, at a later day. when some thousands of

Irish emigrants died of pestilence on the wa\' to (juebec,

that bad ini])ression was confirmed.

It is easy to understand, without going furtlier,

why. on the transfer of Canada to England, a good deal

was said by Englisli merchants about tlie necessilv of

improving tlie route. The English vessels were larger

than tlie I'rencli, and so the wrecks increased in

number and cash loss. Uetween 177*) and \~Ki,

00 took place in the river alone. In 17S.'> the London
merchants ofTered to place buov's in the North Traverse
if tlie local authorities would maintain them.wliicli thev
agreed to do. But the energies of the Ciovernment
were soon absorbed in the American Revolution, and,
when it was over, military roads had to be built in

U])per and Lower Canada, after which, at an interval,



came tlie era of military canals, followed b\- the era of
raihvu\s, atul then by the enlargement of" the canals
tor ccjniniercial ends.

The commercial policy of EnRlan.l was paternal
an.l i.referential. Canadian-huilt ships were admitted
to the British registry free, while foreign-built were ex-
cluded, and C anadian timber was allowed to enter the
Hritish market at ;i (hitv considerabh- below that im-
posed on Baltic. Accordingly, the jlractice ,,revaile<l
at Hiebec of knocking shii)s together in a loose fashion
and sending them to England for the puniose of ob-
taining free entr\- for the timber of which thev were
composecl. Manx- of these ramshackle craft came to
griet on the voyage out. A rqiort from Trinitv House
Ouebec, stated that from 1,S4() to l,S4i), ''.-iS wrecks h-id
occurred m a total of lL',(i()() vessels leaving OuebecHow many were timber dummies- and how" many
ships got up at Ouebec to sell nither than to sail was
not shown, but the record went to blacken the St
Lawrence.

The Navigation Laws were in force till 1,S4!I and the
monoi),,ly enjoyed b\- British bottoms was, of course
abused. Vessels c|uite unfit to face the Atlantic
were i)ut m the Canadian trade, and a large percentage
lost. Again, most of tlie incoming shifis came in
ballast; this, with the onerous insurance rates, caused
<)cean rates outward to be higher than at Xew York
Ihe upshot was that the jxiorer .sort of vessels were
eft unchartered till late in the season, when s a Trinit\-
House writer said " the\- jierished on our co.ists as thev
would have perisned elsewhere under similar circuni-
stances," On the repeal of the Navigation Laws, abetter
ckuss of sailing shijis began to fre(|uent (.Hiebec. and
b\- that time steam had been introduced.

The Briti.sh Admiralt>- carried on sur\e\s in the
St. Lawrence, in the Gulf and on the coasts' of Nova
Scotia and .Vewfoundland. The celebrated navigator,
t'a])tain Cook, took a hand in the work; he had served'm Wolfe's exiiedition. an<l in 17()4 began ;i survey of

()



Xewt'nunclkmd.whicli is noted for its minute accunicv.
After him, the surve\<>rs l)est known in Canada werc
Orlebar, Shortland aiid Uayfield. Bavtield's "Sainng
Directions for tlie (nilf an<l River St. l/awrence," l)ased
chielly on the survey of 1,S29, are still in use. Whilst
eonsiderinj; the St, Lawrenee route as, on the whole,
a dangerous one at that time, he declared that "erron-
eous charts, want of knowledge of the direction and
strengtli of the tides and currents, and a false variation
of the compass," were largelv to blame for the fre(|uent
shipwrecks.

Upper and Lower Canada were united under one
government in 1,S41. In 1S44, the work of dee])-
enmg the channel between (Juebec and Montreal was
commenced. It has liecn jirosecuted almost without
interrujJtion to the ) (resent dav, with the result that
Montreal, which is 1,000 miles'froni the Atlantic, L'50
from salt water and SO above the nearest tidal in-
flueri'-.s, has been transformed into a port capable of
receiving all but the \-er\- largest ocean \essels. Thirty
miles of shoals had to lie dealt with, ami a submerged
canal, 17 miles in length, built in Lake St. Peter. A
channel 30 feet deej) and from .'{OO to 500 feet wide has
now been obtained. The cost of the undertaking todate
has been 810,000,000. The quantity of dredged material
handled since 1S44 exceeds 40,000,000 cubic vards.

The Canadian postal service was managed by the
Imperial authorities from ITfiii to IS.')!. As late as
1820, there were onl\- fifty post offices between Am-
herstburg and Prince Edward Island. In 17.S7 ;

monthly mail was estal)lished in summer betwef
Falmouth, Halifax and Xew ^'ork. The vessels wer
usually ten-gun brigs; several were lost at sea. Haldi-
mand, before this, liad urged, williout avail, the estab-
lishment of a direct service between (,)uebec and
England. From Halifax, the mails were forwarded
to guebec by way of St. John, \. B., Fredericton, Great
Falls, Temiscouata and the Portage at the Riviere des
Cai)s, a (iistance of SOO miles. In winter the jcickets



did iKit land at Halifax, l.ut went .lirivt n, Wnv Vorl-
whence the mails were sent U, Onel.ee vir, Allianv an.j
Montreal. A mail f„r Kn^lan,! was despatched' from
yuel.ee to \ew N'ork once a fortnight in summer and
once a month in winter to lie put on l.oanl the lirst
packel-l.oat for Falmouth. This arraiiKemenl con-
tinued tor many years.

Shortly after the introduction of steam Mr
Joseph Howe wrote to Lord Clenclj; that the slow and
mefhcient ten-),nm l.rigs shonld jjive jilace to steam
vessels like the SIri,,.. which l,e had encountere.l
while crossing; the Atlantic. Mr. Sanuiel Cimar.l of
liahfa.x. came on the .scene, and the result was the adoii
tion of a contract between the Imi.erial (!o\ernment
and the emhrvo Cunard t'ompan\- for the carriaia-
of mails twice a month between Liverpool. Halifax and
Boston— \evv York was subse(|uentlv added- with a
side service fr,,m Pictou, X. S., to (.)uel)ee in .summer
J his sale service was, however, soon dnji.jied The
hrst Cunarder to sail from Liveniool to Halifax and
Bostcm was the liriUimim. ]n\\- 4. 1,S40. The Com-
Iian_\- received a sul.stantiai .subsid\-. which was mw-
mented at a later date to /ISfi.OOO a \ear

'Ihe i>eopIe of L'liper and Lower Canada felt that
this state of thing's was scarcelv fair, that Ii:nj;land was
building up Boston an.l Xew ^'ork in preference to
Ouehec and Montreal. Their newspapers .|uoted Mr
Howe's letter in which he had said that '-if Crcat
'Britain is to maintain her footing \\\nm the Xorth
Ar,..,ncan Continent, she must, at anv ha/anl of in-
creased expenditure, establish ;> line of rapid communi-
cation with the Provinces, through channels exclusivelv
Briti.sh and inferior to none in securitv and expedition''
and asked wh\- this doctrine should not aii])l\- to tlie
St. Lawrence route as well as to Halifax, especiallv as
the bulk ol Her Majest.v's .subjects in British America
were found m the two Pro\-inces which the St Law-
rence served. It was contended tl-.al the sub.sid\- t,,
the Cunards was a violation of the Free Trade prhi-



(.ijiles uliieli liail rLvently been emtiracfl Ijv 1-^tigIaiul

tci tlie injury of Canaila, the preferential iluties liavinj;

been abolished. Lord I'olchester. the Iiniierial I'liSt

masler-ljeneral, stated in a letter to the Lords of the
Treasury in ls."),s, when the t'unaril contract was lieing

renewed, that the t'onipany reeeiveil ,{. .):!,()()() a year
more from the Imperial treasmy than the treasury

derived from tlie ocean ])osta(;e. It was held, tliere-

fore, that this .{,."):),0(10 was a bounty, pure and Hini])le.

The chief point was that the subsidy to the Cunard line

toj;ether with the subsidies paid by the L'nitcd Slates

("lovernnient to the Collins and other American steam-
ers, had the effect of cheapening ocean rates on freight

to and from Xew York, which, of course, brought about
the diversion of ocean-going trallic from the St. Law-
rence The railway bonding .system was establisheil

in IS.").'), and the merchants of L'|)per Canaila found it

chea])er to i iiport ami exjiort through Xew York than
through Ouebec. Again, it was s.iid that by bonusing
the Cunards, the Imi>erial Government was enabling
them to carry Hritish emigrants at a low rate jiast

Canada to the Cnited States; no i)asscnger steamers
ran to (Juebec, and the better class of emigrants
avoided the .sailing ships, which, lie.sides being skiw,

often harboured disease. It was shown that the

Inil)erial Government was giving subsidies to v"^sels

sailing to Australia and the West Indies, am'
question was asked why Canada .should not n

he overlooked in that respect, but
by the .subsidies ])aid to the Cunard
running to American jjorts. It was
particularly hard that .she .should be .^„

in this fashion after slie liad .spent so niucli in develop-
ing trade 1)\' the St. Lawrence through the construction

of canals and railways designed to con\ey freight to

Montreal and (Juebec.

The case was briefly state<l by Sir Edmund Head
in a letter to the Imjjerial Government, bS.")(). but ;

more elaborate [iresentatir- '•' '• "-'- *'--

he
.e'y

injured

ine for

deemed
treated

was mad bv Sir Ale.x-



ander (lalt, lnsi)ector-Ueneral (Finance Minister) of
the Province, to the Colonial Ottice, IHM. Sir Alex-
ander observed that the Province had alreadv spent
no less than /J.UOO.OOO on canals and railways, and was
now anxious to reduce ocean rates on the St. Lawrence
to a par with those at New York:

"But," Jir ccintiniitd, 'it has been conclusively shown by the evidence
taken before I'arliatnentary Committees in Canada, that the large subsidies
paid by llie Hritish and United Slates Governments to theii respective lines
of steamships have operated as a direct bounty to the ports of New York and
Boston, reducing freights to and from thera, and so far defeating the object
of Canada and drawing Provincial trade mainly into American channeU."

The Province of Canada had not been consulted
when the original contract with the Cunards had been
framed, but had expected to be when the contract
came up for renewal. In this, however, she had been
disapi)ointed :

-

"The Canadian public will therefore learn with much feeling and profound
regret that it has pleased Her Majesty's Government to renew the contract
till r867, without any opportunity liaving been afforded to the Government
of Canada to urge such .-.-ra .-,nents as would have been conducive to the
prosperity of this Colony. The line now subsidized by the British Govern-
ment, although touching fortnightly at Huhfax, is essentially an American
hne, and directly prejudicial to Canada It is, in fact, wholly dev.ted to tbe
trade between the United Kingdom and the United States, offering a direct
bounty to the United States ports of New York and Boston against the
British Colonial ports in the St. Lawrence, and placing the Mother Country
in the invidious ,H)sition of fullering foreign interests in preference to those of
her own Colonial subjects."

In July. 1S.")<J, Sir John Rose, a member of the Ad-
ministration, was sent to England to urge the import-
ance of subsidizing the Canadian line, but met with
no success. He appeared before a Select Committee
on Packet and Telegraphic Service of the British Housem 1860, and wrote to the Colonial Secretary reciting
the foregoing facts in detail. He showed 'that the
avowed purpose of the subsidy to the Cunards had been
"to -iissist in the maintenance of a regular service be-
tween Great Britain and her North American De-
pendencies." and, to secure that end, the Cunards had

In



I'alled at Halifax and conducleil a branch service from
there to (Jiieliec. When the Cunards resolved to give
up the branch service, owing to its heavy cost, the Cana-
dian Governme," ac(|uiesced; nor did it conii)lain when
they ceased to call at Halifax on the ground that, in

conse(|uence of the absence of railway coniinunication
between Halifax and tlie Province of Canada, the pas-
senger and freiglit trallic atTorded by that port was
very meagre. Wlien, however, the (Irand Trunk Rail-
way was coni]ileted from the Atlantic seaboard to
Saniia. the case assumed an entirely different aspect,
and the Canadian Government felt that since the
Cunards were still ostensibly subsidized to ))romote a
closer connection between Great Britain and her North
American Colonies, it ought at least to have been con-
sulted when the time came for renewing the contract.
Assurances in this sense had been given by the British
Governtnent, but the Cunards managed to obt,-iii a
renewal in advance of the proper time on the \i\ec that
they proposed to strengthen their line, and that a new
contracts would enable them to do so on advantageous
terms. The Select Committee of l.SOO corroborated
Sir John's statements, showed at some length that
Canada had a substantial grievance, and observed that
"Great Britain and her Colony present the spectacle
of competing against each otlier by maintaining rival

subsidised lines."

When Mr. Cunard obtained his first contract, there
was but one other tender, which was higher than his.

The Imperial authorities were most anxious at that time
to establish a steamship service on the Atlantic, fearing
lest the Americans, who had been operating steamers
on their inland waters for years, and who then possessed
a splendid mercantile fleet on the ocean, should antici-

pate them . On seeking a renewal of his contract with
an increased subsidy, and on various other occasions,
Mr. Cunard made a point of enlarging upon the danger
to British commerce that must arise if England ])er-

mitted the Americans, who by this time were subsidis-
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ing the ('(illiiis line of steuiners, id <ri|ipk' ..roust his
hue by Sl.-iie-Mitled o impel it ion. AH ajjived thiit the
t'liiKird service was reiiiarkal>l\- el'lieieiit. vet rival
(nnipatiies in KiiKlatnl. like the Inniaus. «erd<lispnse.i
to think that Mr. t'liiiard was imchih- favom-ed li\ the
Imperial Covernmetit, and that the latter was tno
easily 'njihtened h\- the American boi-ev 'le so often
invoked..

Uefore the contract was given lo the Allans in IS.-ili

the carnaKe of the (K-ean mails of I'anada was perf(.rmed'
or a while by other contractors, the MeLean-McLartv
hnc. whose service was not satisfactor\-. The British
I'ost (Mice Department declined to send letters to
tanada li\- that line or hv the Allans down to IS,".!),

unless they wero-speciallv directed; in other words let-
ters destined for Canada and speciallv addres.sed to "o
by any named ship of the (.'ana.lian lines were sent bv
her. but no others. The British authorities desired
as they frankly acknowledged, that letters for Canada
should be carried to \ew V(.rk or Boston bv the Cuna-d
vessels, in order that the British revenue from the sea
postage might be increased, to mee'. the heavv subsidv
to the Cunards. Again, on the failure of a Galwav-
American line of steamers, of which more will be said in
a moment, the Canadian Government requested that
the subsidy ,.aid to it by the Imperial Government
shoulil be tran.sferred to the Allans. The Galwav
steamers had called at Newfoundland, and were .sub'-
siihsed ixirtly for that reason and partlv becau.se thev
ser\-ed the West of Ireland and liad beeii built with the
money of a multitude of small Irish investors. It was
contende<l in Canada, therefore, that as the venture had
collapsed. It was onl>- just and logical that the subsidv
should be given to the Canadian line. Here it was
said IS England helping Boston and New York to the
south of Canada and Newfoundland to the north be-
sides aiding lines to Australia and other Colonies; whv
then, should (.:anada be o\-erlooked, v.-Iien without addi-
tional expense to the British taxpayer the Newfound-
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Iatiil-('iahva>' sulisi.|\ laii ]>v traiisfcrreil u, tlic Allans?
Thf Itiipcrtal (iii\eniim'm loiiM not. houc'\er, sre its

wav to transfer tlie siihsidv.

TIh" Allans lia\e uvwr vclv'\\vi\ a postal siibsidv
Ifiini the Inii)erial e.\iliei|uer. nor lias an\' other (."ana-
ilian line operatinj,' on the Atlantie. The Uritish Post-
Olliee tnrns over to the Canadian truasiirv tlie sea
postaj^e uhieh it eolleets from mail matter carried to
("anada by Canadian steamships, Iml jjives no re^'tilar

siilisidy. and has never t;i\en any. to an\- Canadian
Co.npan\- on the Atlantic.

The lirst contract with the Allans, which took effect
in 1S,")G, tlieir first steamship reachinjj (Jueljec in Ma\-,
was for a fortnifjhtly service in summer from Liverpool
to (jueliec and Montreal, and for a monthly service to
Portland. tlie winter terminus of the (Irand Trunk, the
subsidy beiii^ iLM.OOO for the year, with exemption
fi-oni the ]>ayment of lijjhthouse dues and all other Pro-
vincial and l(K'al ta.xcs and imi)osts. A second contract
was entered into in 1,S.")7 for a weekly service alike to
the St. Lawrence and to Portland, comniencinfj in
May, l.S.')0. for which the\- were jiaiil at the rate of
t;4.').()()0 a year. In l.StiO. the Postm- ster-C.eneral,
Mr. Sv'dney Smith, said that owing to the lower rates
to anil from Boston and Xew York. Canadian trafiic
was still beinj; diverted to those jjorts. and for that and
other rea.sons a better ser\'ice was nece.ssarv. Great
Britain w\as paying the Cunards lis. 'M. per niile. the
United States was giving the Collins ste.amers S,S.")S.()00

for L'() trii)s, while the Allans were recei\ing onlv :{s.

per mile. On his reconmiendation thev were given
a special grant rei)re.senting the ocean postage for a
\ear. and tlie subsidy was augmented to .S4I0.0()ii per
anrunn. Much interest was taken in their rivalry
with the Cunards. The latter sailed from Xew York
or Boston on Wednesdays, the Allans from (Juebec
or Portland on Satimlays. At the outset, the "Allans
made better time in summer than the Cunards. We
find Sir Alexander Gait saying in a i)ami)hlet entitled



I ami. a from IS-lli t.. IS.V.l,' il„„ wliiW tl,o -persistent
renewal of the C nnar.l eoniraet when the tuvessitv for
It Mas eease.l and wlien its injnrv to C-niada lias Keen
lomonst rated, was a j;rave eanse of cinphnnt." siiue
It had loreed upon Canada the pavment .,f a larj-e -sub-
sidy to tne Allans, lie was nevertheless tdad to eall
attention to the .'art that:

•IV v.,y;IK,. f,,„„ llu- SI l..a,r.„,v. „|»,„ ,,„ .n,,„K,. „r .„ |,„.,;,m-. Ml
i.-v,, „..„„„r,l f-„„, ,.i,„|.„| ,„ y„..|,.,, 1,^,., ,,„.„ „„|^,

, ,

' J
'"'" '^"''''•,'" •'"•' ^'V,

, li,„„v ,„..... ,..„l,s „„ . u.,...,
av..ra«o ,lu„ his .-v.-r M..n- l,...|, ,ii.„l.. .„„., ,„.. All.,,1,,., and ...,ncl„.,v..|v
•M.,l.li,l,i,iK tl„. s„|H.,i„rilv „f ,1,.. Cm .,„ „„„..; in.Uc.l ,1i„„ik1, ,I„.
Ulia.hail M..aiiisli,|,li,K. ll,rC„a,„l 'rruuk R,iil«av iMI,.„ ,„.„„„i„.l .v.n l,v
th. . ,ii„.,l s.a,.., .•,„v..r„ii„.,i,, a. ,1„. ,l,„rUM ami Ikm , an.. f,„ ilu-ir ,S,a„l,
w.-sliTtl anil \\,-,l,.r,i mails l„ liiinipi-;'

It was said in behalf of the I'unanls that the St
Lawrence mute had the advantaRe in point of distance
Ihe sulijoined table, corrected bv the most ncent
measurements, fully establishes that assertion:

N'aulica

gililici- I,, I.in.r]i„„l ,ia Capi' Han-
*''''!!

guehec t„ LiviT|«,„l vul Hdlo Isl>. ' '"'
'','''

Halifax l„ I.iv.T|,»,l __ .
" " ; "

.Sydney In l.ivorinKil
"' '"""

Hnstim lu I.iveri««)l _

''"^'

Now Ynrk 1.1 Uvcrpcjiil direct "'
"" ''""'

Xi-« '•orklu I.iver|»...ll,yCunardOeean K.aile
'

'!'n',i
I'lirlland li, I.iver|..«,l.

.

'" "'""
'^'^^

Mi.nlreal t„ Quehec liy River St. I.awrenoe
./'".''

'']J,

In 1859. the British Post Office, for the first timemade up regular mails for the Canadian line. A
portion of the ocean mails of the Western States was
carried the \-ear round by the Allan steamers down to
about 1864, 'vhile New England mails were despatched
by them m winter from Portl,-ind. The agreement with
Washington was that the mails from Detroit ami
Chicago should be carried b\- the St. Lawrence
tor the sea postage without an\- charge for the haul to
yuebec. whilst all ocean mails originating in or going
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Ii\- w;iy 111 (':iiiaila wciv c-:irrio.l fivo in uiiiliT l.iiuci'n
the Canadian lnnmilar)- ami I'nrllaiiil. U\ ihi. ar
raiinemcnt |'llsta^,'c liy the Catia.liaii slcanuT^ l'..r

Ut-torii Stall's k'ltoi-s was six|ii'iiro as nmipaivil with
a rati- of ci(,'hl ]vuiv \,y iho Ciiiianls, Mr, ()li\t.,-

Mowat. I'ostmasliT Cii'iioral in l.S(i;i, iv|».i-toi] that
as a result, ".niist .if ilio f'uri'i),'!! i-(irri's|»PTiiifiuc' nf
Mii'liijjaii, Wisoiiisin, l,,wa. llliiK.is, Miiim'sota ami
Mniitana. (,'iies Wy the I'anailian nuito." llinuj;h tliu

(iuamit>- fell (iH when the American I'ivil War lje>,'an.

An aeeuunt was kepi of tlie nuinlier of neean letters
earrieil li\- the Canailiati steamers for the threi' \ears
isiil ici ISC,:!:

I'n.iii

Cail;ul.i

I IMIII

111. I'.

Metn.it anil I'hieann, reaeheil In thedraml Trunk,
were exchange ollices: sjiecial lia),'s were inaile up there
lor Hntain. and in return the\- received sjiecial hags
from Hritain for distriliution

'

throu^rl|,,ut il,,. West.
In the same wa>-, the Cioxernments of I'rance. Prussia
and nel),'iu:ii. on lieinj,' assured that I'le Canadian line
was now a weekly line, "tliat i's permanencv was se-
cured by contract, and that the route was niore ex-
peditious and convenient than anv other for mails
heiwcen Euro|ie and .several of the L'nited States."
resolved to use it for the transmission of mail matter
to the Western States and Xew England. In INlil,
I'JO.OOO European letters were carried hv the Allan.s
to or froni tliose countries, in 1S(;l>, 14().(')0(). in 1,SG;{,

152,000. The arrangements with these foreign Gov-
ernments had to be made through the Imi)erial ('io\ern-
ment. whose ofticials. as Mr. Svdnev Smith reported,
got it into their heads th.at while the t'unard was the
British, the Allans were an American line, Mr. Smith
was of o])inion that he could carry the ocean mails of
some of the Southern States bv the St, Lawrence and
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I'lirtland, pnivideil the Allan steamers ealleil at

Oueenstowii. Letters could be conveyed from .\e\v

Orleans to t'bicajjo in 4.'S hours, from Cliicago to Ki\er
(hi Loup or I'ortland in -IS hours more.from those |)orts

to (Jneenstown in ten days, and from Oueenstown to

Liver|)ool in 20 hours, makinfj the time between \e\v
Orleans and Liver]iool .sonicthinj^ less than 1.") days,

whicli cotilil not be beaten by the Cunards. In Xo-
veml)er, IS,')!), the mails had been carried between
Chicago and London by the Canadian route in less than
12 days. There was no Atlantic cable then, ami Mr.

Smith intended to erect a teleRrajih station at Belle

He, so that the contents of letters and newsi)aiiers

put asliore by incoming shi])s might be wired to Canada
and the United States.

This satisfactory condition of things did uot last

long. Lord Durham heard of the Cun.ard contract of

1S40 establishing steam communication between Cireat

Britain and Halifax after he had left Canada, l)ut spoke
in his famous rejiort of the urgency of building a rail-

way from Ouebec to Halifax. Unha]i])ily, as tilings were,

the British American PriAinces had "no more means of

concerting such cominon works with each other than
with the neighbouring States of the L'nion; they stand
to one another in the ])Osition of foreign States and of

foreign States without diplomatic relations." The lack

of railway comnumication between Halifax and U|)per

and Lower Canada was pleaded by the Cunards, as

we have seen, as a reason for ceasing to call at Halifax;

and, coui)led with the want of political cohesion among
the oilier Provinces, was one of the drawbacks under
which the Canadian line of steamers laboure<l. A
more serious drawback was the closing of the St.

Lawrence for half the year, with the change of ports

involved; while, by comparison with the Cunards, the

Allans had a very small population todraw traffic from,

and could not be exjiected. therefore, to keeji abreast in

the construction of l.irger and more luxurious passen-

ger \essels.

in



It so liapiieiieil, ton. tlial tht' Allans tdcI with
a sories of clisasters which jjreatly iiii]iaire(l their ro-
sotirces. The CuHmlmn was wrecked below (,)ue1iec
in Jnne, 1S.')7; the hullnn. near Halifax, in \iiveni-
ber. IS.")!); the llnmidr'mn, off Xova Scotia, in Feli-
ruaiy. bS(iO; a second Cdiiiididn. in the S', ait of Belle
lie, in Jnne, ISIil; the Xorlh lirilr,,. ,,n .\Iiii<,'an

Island, in Xovember, ISOl; the .lH;//..-.s«.r..„. iPear
Cajie Race, in April. ISG:!; the Snnmiliin. on St.
Paul's Island, in June. bSd:!: while the linhrminn
struck near Portland in the winter sea.son of ISdl.
The Canadian (".overnnient threatened to cancel their
contract. Traflic fell off in all directions, especially
passenger traffic.

.
Sir Hujjh Allan disi)laved a beconi-

niK fortitude in the midst of these misfortunes, and
the ])ublic s\-nipathized with him. Meanwhile, tlie
C'unarils. with all the advantaRes save onlv distance
in their favour, went on building vessels 'of greater
tonnage ami speed, and, with the multii)lication and
improvement of niilwa\s in the United States, were
soon in a position to make iiu-oads ujion the traffic pre-
viously carried by the St. Lawrence and Portland
routes.

In 1S.")<). the exi)erinient of making Oalwav the
chief British port on the Atlantic, in place of Liverpool,
^yas tried b\- the Atlantic Royal Steam Xavigation
Company; and as kindred iirojects conceived with the
view of reducing tlie time on the Atlantic are now being
advocated in Canada, it may be well to .sav a word on
the .subject. This Company, which received /,;5,000
Iier round voyage, covenanted to run its steamers in
smooth water at the rate of 21) miles an hour, and to
make the voy;ige from Galwav to Boston or Xew York,
calling at St. John's, X. F,, in six days. Calwav was
.'iOO miles nearer America than Lixeqiool; the route
would therefore .sa\e from 24 to 4S hours on each single
voyage; the dangers of navigating the Irish Channel
would be avoided, which would reduce the insurance
on hulls ,ind cargo; and there would be a lessened con-
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suiiiiition of (.(lal. I'asseiijjiTs and freifjlu from Ei)^-

laiid wnulil be conve\eil in fast boats from llolyhead

to Kingstown, and transported across Ireland by fast

trains. It would be an ideal route, the jiro.siiectus

added, for emigrants boun<l for tlie United States as well

as for English and American cabin passengers desirous

of shortening the time sjienl at sea.

The Comi)any broke down ho))elessl\- witliin two

vears, partiv owing to its having lost .es.sels. but

principally because neither i>assengers nor freight

woulii travel tr.ut way. Freiglit from ICngUind to the

United States and vice versa was deterred, of course,

by the tran.shipments and rail haul tlirotigh Irelaml;

and passengers could not be persuaded to encounter

them, even for the sake of saving time on the ocean.

In short, while it was the shortest distance

from land to land, it was not the route of leas,

resistance. The abortive European and Xorth American

Railwa\- of 1S.")0 had been based on tlie same fallacious

theorv. The road was to run from Maine to Halifax,

with New York and Boston comiections. to enable

people in tlie Eastern Stales and elsewhere to save two

or three d:;vs on the vo\ age to Europe, atid two or

three more on returning from Euro]ie, b\- sailing to

and from Halifax. The President of the United States,

Mr. Fillmore, supjiorted it, and it was eniUirscd by an

enthusiastic international convention at Portland.

Someone asked, howe\-er, whether, other things being

equal, an\- iierson in his senses would travel from Xew
York, Philadel]>hia or Boston by rail to Halifax, par-

ticularly in winter, in order to take shi]) for Euroiie;

and how ocean-bound freight could possibly stand that

long haul. The discussion of these elementary i|ues-

tions ijroved fatal to the enterprise.

Similar ventures still crop up. Not long since, a

Company wanted English cajiital for the purjiose of

establishing a steamshiii line between Louisburg and

Galwav, 1,91.5 miles, or Sydney anil Loch Ryan; an-

other is now resu.scitating the Galway idea in behalf of
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Black Sod Bay, in County Mayo. A tlistinguished

Canadian goes further and recunimends that fast

steamers sliould be run from a port on the east coast

of Xewfoundland to Europe, his lirm conviction being

that, summer and winter, Canachans and Americans
would rather travel by rail to Sydne\', cross Cabot
Strait bv boat, and, on lanchng at Port aux
Basi|ues, traverse .Xewfoundland b\' rail for

3.")0 miles more, tlian sail direct from (Juebec or Xew
Vork. All one can say of such fantastic enterjtrises,

which are usually coated with .sentiment to attract the

British investor, is that they are likely to damap;e us in

the eyes of sensil)le jieople. We are all aware that, cost

and elliciencv of service lieing the same, freight seeks

the first exit instead of journeying by rail to a more dis-

tant port sim])ly because it liappens to 1)e nearer to

Europe. This is just as true of ])assengers. A Cana-

dian bound for Englan<l prefers going on board the

steamer at Montreal or Oi\ebec to travelling In- Inter-

colonial to Sydney and catcliing her there, although

that would save 'SO lioiu-s of sea. In like manner, when
returning, he does not get off at Sychiey in order to

proceed west by train when his destination is Montreal

or some ]>oint ijevond, but rem .: is on the shij) to the

eml without troubling himself overmuch about the

duration of the voyage. The Canadian Pacific and
Allan lines do a large jjassenger business in

summp'- when they sail from .Montrea' and Quebec,

but 1' the greater i)art in winter, when the\' sail from

St. John and Halifa.x. This is simjily because the

traveller prefers to sail from Portland or Xew Vork,

which are easier of access. The fact tliat Halifax is ."),")()

miles nearer Liveq)ool than Xew Vork does not, or-

ilinarilv speaking, weigh with !iim at all.

Dililomacv did (."anada a bad turn when, liy the

Asliburton Treaty of 1842, it de])rived her of a .short

.all -Canadian route to St. Andrew's, L'Etang

and St. Jolm. .\'.B. Tliere is no need, however,

to conjure up fanciful ami absurd means of shortening
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the Atlantic voyage. fn th.. S, ra sumnier route shorter an, n
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Her iMminies g^ive a stMrt u, slii,,lniil,l„u. „„l .1,,.
e.KouraKc.a the torses at Three Rivers ^'

'

In 1-O.i, (leneral Cla^e reiK.rte.l to Ihe Loro. ,,Ctlie heasury that only vessels „f 1(|(. ,., .,)() tnns cm!,
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lMij,'l;inil. Tlie shallowness of the river i)revented
Moinreiil from iwirticipatiiig lo .-im- ;;re,-it extent in
tlie JXjjort of s<|u;ire timber, whieli <li(l so much for
(Jnehec. Till steam navigation came in, Xew York
was serve<l by a fleet of clii>iier ships which crossed
the Atlantic in reniarkabh- j^'ood time. The Dreml-
imi,,h: is said to liave sailed from Sandv Hook to
fjuecnstown in !t da\s, 17 lumrs. As late as l,s:i(). Dr.
l-ardner. a .scientilic man of some note in England,
<lecl;ired tliat '•the project of establishinga steam inter-
conr.sc with the United' States was jierfectlv chimerical;
the\ might as well talk of making a vovage from New
Vork or Liverpool to the moon." Some vears after-
wards, a more eminent man i)ronounced tlie laving of
an Atlantic cable chimerical.

In 1840. the Uritish preferential duties on Cana-
dian jiroihicts having lieen alxilislieci, jietitions were
.sent from Canada to the Colonial OIHce asking for the
repeal of the Navigation Laws. One from the Mont-
real Board of Trade set forth that while the rates on
'lour and wheat from Montreal in the three vears
lS44-4() had averaged 4s. Od. per b.arrel and Is. I'd.

per bushel respecti\-el\-, those from Xew Vork were only
2s. Id. and 7Jd. The Navigation Laws excluded fore-
ign ships from the St. Lawrence trade, so th.at British
ships charged high, but without doubt the heavv cost of
ligliterage and towage from Montreal had .scmiething
to do witli the excessive rates from that port. As for
imports, with which the Montreal i)etition diil not deal,
it may be well ti> say briefly that the Navigation Laws
provided that no goods should be imported into a
British possession in foreign shi])s, unless such ships
belonged to the country of which the goods were the
produce. After the rei>eal of the iireference, Canada
obtained Muscinado sugar from the Si)anish West
Indies, and tlie Montreal mercliant had to hire British
vessels to go there in ballast and fetch a cargo back,
at a rate e(|ual to l'.") ])er cent, of the first cost of the
sugar altliough American vessels trading thither



would have carried it to Canada fur a great ileal less

In a speech in the English House in 1825, Mr. Hus-
kisson pointed out that the Xova Scotia lishernian and
the American lishernian both went to Brazil to sell

their fish, and. after they liad sold it, the inequality
commenced. The American could take in return anv
of the (iroducts of Braxil ami con\ey them home or
to an\- other jiart of tlie world, bartering; them again,
if he liked, for other wares, and linally returning to

tlie United States with a cargo adajjted for tliat

market; whereas scjuie of tlie staples of Brazil, .sugar

among them, could not tie taken to Xova Scotia owitig
to discriminating duties against foreign and in behalf of

British West India products; whilst if the Nova Scotian
took sugar or an\- otlier Brazilian article to Europe, he
could not take home wliat he got in exchange, because
under the Navigation Laws such a cargo could onlv be
carried to Xova Scotia directly from Britain.

The Toronto Board of Trade also .-iddressed the
Colonial OlTice, showing that the high rates on Canadian
produce from Montreal to England, as com|)ared with
rates from New York, had offset the gain arising to the
U]jper Canadian farmer from the British preferential

duties on his wheat. The petitioners declared that the
"combination of a few shiji-owners (jr their agents"
at Montreal or Liverijool "has comjiletely blasted all

our hopes and intercepted the boon ilesigned bv Your
Majesty's paternal Oovernment for tlie benefit of Your
Majesty's faithful sul)jects in the interior of llie Pro-
vince." The flour rate from Montreal to England,
the petitioners said, fre(|ueinly a\eraged from .5 to 6
shillings sterling per barrel, yet vessels of a suoerior
type carried it from Xew York for Is. (iil., and seldom
higher than Js.; whilst the cost of insurance from Xew
York was from ')0 to 80 per cent, less than by the St.

Lawrence. Lord Elgin, in a letter to the Colonial
Office, in June, 1S4S, summed up the case thus:

"The Cati'.dian fanner is a supplicant at iircscnt tut lie Imperial I.e^iisjatiire

n-'l (nr lav.uir Imt lor jiisliee: and. stn.njj as is his alTeetiMii for the Motlie
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CR 'seil fnmi Liverpool in a ('anaili:iii I'acilic A'm/ircv-

iii a fraction over live days.

The first slii|) to cross tlic Atlantic from America,
goinjj all the way by steam, was the llni/nl W'illiain,

Canaclian-lniilt, in 1SH:{. The Sdinnndli. an American
ship ciiiiippcd with steam ]>aiUlles. crossed in I.SIO, the
run taking _".) days, hut she workeil her paddles f<ir

only SO hours, the rest of the voyage being made under
canvass. Atlantic steam navigation cannot be said

to have l>egun, however, till the Sirins, Leitli-built and
chartered by an Irish Company, ran from Cork to Xew
York in ls:iS in I'J days, followed by the (imii W'e.^iirn,

which steame<l from Avonmouth to New York in 1')

days. In due course, the screw-steamer .succeeded the

paildle-wheeler. iron ships took the place of wooden ships

while iron in turn has been sujiplanted by steel. These
leviathans are driven through the water at a s]>eed e<|ual

to that of an ordinary i)assenger train, which will

be increased w-hen a steam-generator is clevised that

shall be less wasteful of power than the present marine
boiler. The first Allan steamers of l,.jO0 to l,(i()0 tons
were followed by others of 2,.")00. People used to flock

to the wharf and gaze in astonishment at the I'arixian,

entered in the Customs books at Montreal as of ;i.440

tons net register. This was in 1,S8;{. Like a Derby
wiimer relegated to the shafts of a cab, the I'arisinn

is now a freight boat running between Montreal and
Havre. On the Atlantic, as on the Great Lakes, the
larger the vessel the cheaper the transjiortation. But
this rule does not lK)ld good of the modern ocean
passenger steamer, which, between machinery and coal,

h.'is little space left for freight, and is obliged to main-
tain high rates for saloon passengers, being in reality

a floating hotel.

Extravagant expectations had been formed of the
traffic likely to How from the West to tlie St. Lawrence.
The theory was tliat the sur])lus cro]) of Upi)er Canada
and the Western States would be carried to Montreal
and Quebec by the ('anadian can.als, which would take
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back lMir(i])t';in t;ii(jocs ;m(l sliipiiii'iits from Now
EnRlatiil, Till' urilc-r of a Toroiiln prize cssav in ISOO
fancied that cotlun ami tdliacco from the South would
lind its \va\- to our canals, and lliat we should derive
so niudi revenue fn.m the tolls on American trafVic
that it woulil not lie nccessarv for us to tax ourselves
at all.

I"or some \ears tlie canals were crowded with
American business, drain came down, and railway
iron and general merchandise frotii Euroiie went up.
Rates on the Erie Canal were r-.'duced to meet the new-
competition. \ew N'ork State hail established a sort
of protective tariff on the Erie, the rates on foreign salt,
for example, beinj; placc-il enormously high in order
to benefit the Syracuse interests. All such devices
were swept awa\' on the completion of the Canadian
canals, which in their day were of as much benefit to
the American as to the Canadian farmer. The United
States Government always appreciated their economic
importance. By the Eljjin-Marcx- Treatv of 1854, it

obtained the use of them for American citizens on the
same terms as ourselves. If Great Britain suspended
that privilege, the Government at Washington might,
if it saw fit, suspend the free admission into the United
States of all the products em-.merated in the reciprocitv
clause of tlie treat\-. Under the Washington Treaty
of 1871 the Americans again secured their use on terms
of equality, giving us in return the free navigation of
Lake Michigan, "with a string to it," and promising
to urge upon the State Governments to grant us the use
of State canals like the Erie, a promise which resulted
in nothitig.

In course of time, however, by virtue of steel rails,

better roadbeds, more powerful locomotives and larger
cru£, the railways began to cheapen their faster service.
While the volume of export wheat in the Western and
North Western States has greatly increased in the last
forty years, the quantity carriec'l from Buffalo to New
"-'-.irk by the Erie Canal is now comiJaratively insig-



nificiiiu. Xnwiidiiys the chief vahie of the Erie to the
Western fanner lies in the fact that it serves to tenii)er
rail rates from Buffalo ami (.'hicajjo. The case of the
Canadian canals is somewhat similar. We must, of
course, omit the Canadian canal at tlie Soo, which,
openeil in 1S!I.'), carries a large i|uantit\- of grain, as of
other commodities, that does not reacli anv Canadian
seaport. Taking the Welland and St. Lawrence Canals,
then, the i|nantity of wheat the\- carried from Lake
Erie through tlieir whole length to Montreal in JKOO
was nothing like .so great, in proiiortion to tlie export
volume of today, as the i|uantity thev carried 4(1 vears
ago. They, too, do good work m regulating mil rates
from the eastern limit of Up|)cr Lake navigatifin to
Montreal; but tlieir imiMirtance as carriers has suffered
in consc(|uence of rail coniiielition from that limit to
Montreal, They are 14 feet deep. On the other hand,
the channels used hy Canadian vessels which confine
tlieir operations to the Ujiper Lakes, as for instance
from Fort William to Georgian Bay ports, are much
deejier; while there is a L'O-f' ot hannel between
Buffalo and Duluth. The larger wneat-vessels, both
Canailian and American, take cargoes as far east as
their draft allows and there turn it over to the rail-

ways rather than to the canals.
Many of these Ujjper Lake steamers are as big as

an ocean freighter. They have to stoj) at Port
Colborne, if the\' go there, and lighter at the Welland
Railway elevator, it being impossible to take a greater
cargo than 7.'>, ()()() bushels of wheat through the
Welland Canal. The larger vessels on the Upper
Lakes do not, however, go to Port Colborne, but to
ButTalo, if they are American, and, if Canadian, to
Lake Huron ports; where tlie railways come into
play. To put it briefly, the Welland , nd St Lawrence
Canals are altogether behind the age, ha\"ng regard to
the development of the modern steame on the Ujiper
Lakes, w^here thereis at least 20 ft. of water with nothing
to hinder the engineers from obtaining a still greater
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ik'|ith. Of tlie44iU'uAtneri. .m vessels put ini-onir
HI Hidii, :ii.> were siean ships .">()() feet (ir iii

imission
lips >'•() feet (ir more in

leiiKlh, wall a cniiaiitv nf fnini '.I.OdO to It. ()()() short
tniis iif freiKlit Tliese 0)ul<l not pass throiij;h llie
laiiacliaii i anals. ami woul.l not if thev luiihl, siinplv
l>«aiise it wniilil not pay to einplo\' such hiii;e craft at
liai^jc work. ilraKK'inj,' themselves slowlv. ex|K.Misivelv
in.] al >,n-eat risk tlir..uj,'li the -.'(i l.K-ks (if the Wellaii.'l
.m.l the 2(1 .,,1,1 ,,il,cr l,,cks lietweeii it aii,l Montreal.
Ilicy traverse the S,.o canals liecanse those canals are
merely single locks fr,,m JL> to J.", feet deep. A steamer
ot the L'pper Lake type must be kept niovin),' from jiort
t,, |>ort if she is to earn her salt; hence the ,l,,cks are
e,|mppe,l with elaborate contrivances for en.surinjj
rapi,hty ot loading; an,l unliiailin^. To |nit her on our
canals, whellier the St. Lawrence. Trent, or C.cirjji.in
Hav canals, assummj,' thev were ,leep enouj;h to receive
lier woulil lie on a par with the attempt to send a
niiulern ocean vessel to Cliicaj^o.

Sjieakiu),' r.iujrhly, f,ist of transportation liv water
IS m inverse projiortion to the ilrauKlit ,,f tlie vessel.
or, t,i put it another wa\' 'U'creases with tlie increasem si/e of shi)) anil carj,'o. The Upper Lake fleet, with
Its lonj; stretch of ,leep navi^'ation. carries ore. j,'rain.
lumber, coal ami >;ener,al mercliandi.se. wliich con-
stitute ^the bulk of the trallic. at .an excee,linf,'lv low
rate. With the further ,level,.pment of the ("anailian
.\-irthwest. the h.ipper of the West is ,le.sline,l to attain
still niore KiK'mtic dimensions, and it is for the Do-
minion CKivernment t,i devise some means of enlarging
that ]iart of the spout representeil b\- the St. Lawrence
route.

The first lightlKiuse ,in tlie St. Lawrence, that on
Ureen Islaml. was built by the Hriti.sh A,lniiraltv in
ISOlt. Trinity House. Ouebec. was incorporateil in
ISO,), and the pilots were taken in haml. Bef- • this
they were sui)iiosed to be under the contnn if the
harbour master of (Juebec. but were virtuallv imleiiend-
ent. The man who threw his hat on boanl an incom-
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inj; vessel IkhI tlit- ri^ht to i-nnvey her ii]i tlie ri\er.

Under this ciistdin, tliev waited for tlie ships as far

down as Antieosti. Tlie Trinity House refjulations

jirovided for the toin- de role system, and made Hie
the extreme eastern limit of tlie iiilota,:,'e ground. In

INK), there were 2\ ])ilots for the river above (jueliec.

anil 4:! for the river below. A shiUin;,' in the ]iimnd of

tlie pilotaj;e fees was reserved for the funil fonleeayed
liilot.s. The Admiralt)' hail built li),'lihouses in .\o\a

Scotia before the el<ise of the IStli t'entury. l"or the
one at C"a]ie Roseway. Sliell)urne, built in IT-SS. the\

sent granite from England, altliough the place was full

of granite—an oversight e(|ual to that which led them
toec|uip gun-boats for use on tlie (Ireal Lakes with
tanks for fresh water.

In those times, (."anadian-buill ,sailing shi])S ae-

(|uired a bad reputation As said, the eireumstanee
that they were admitteil free to the British registr\

.

while foreigndiuilt were excluded, put a premium on
seanii>ing in the shipyards of Ouebec and the seaboard
Provinces; but even after that in-eference had been
abolished, the ])ercentage of losses was high. A con-
trast was drawn between them and the staunch (jld

Williiiiii FdKc, the vessel which is said to have carried

Wolfe to Ouebec. She was originall\" a bomb-ketch,
and, though not new in 17')9, was sold into the merchant
service and sailed far and wide till .she sank with a

c;irgo of coal in the Mediterranean in 1S.")'.I. The wreck
of the Craiiii-iix on Antieosti in the Fall of 1,S2S, with the
awful death of jiassengers and crew, who in the last

extremity resorted to cannabalisni, was one of tlie

many tragedies of the route. An official record shows
that' fifty \ears afterwards, between INTO and bSSd,

100 vessels were wrecked on Antieosti and over 300
lives lost; of these, 7 were steamsliips, (i? sailing ships,

14 brigs and 18 schooners. The first lighthouse on
Antieosti was erected in l,S:il. Before bSli", there
were only IS lighthouses and a single lightshi]) between
Ouebec and Belle He.
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alilt' 111 llu' Si. I.awR'iui.' in ilistaiicc frnni the ciccMii are

llieAiiiaznii and La Plata vi\x>r routes in Urazil and llio

Arf,'entine,l)tit here the local conditions are so tnilike

tliat a coniiiarison of insurance is out of the (|uesiion.

Xotliiu^' remains, aiiparently. Vnil to treat St. Lawrence

insurance as a tiling by itself, and ascertain whether

rales a'' e.\i'essi\e or not by initting premiums ajjainst

losses for a |ieriod of years. Tlic subject cannot be

dealt with here, but it may be well t<i sa\', for the benefit

of those in and out of Parliament who imagine that

LIomIs is a miiiio|«ily, that, on the contrary, both ai

Llovds and among the marine agencies at Montreal,

there is absolute free trade in insurance of hulls and
cargoes, the com])etition being i|uite as keen as that

between lire and life comjianies.

Writing in 171(1, Cai)t. I)e Voutron of Rochellc

said he had been seven times to Canada and tlie

dan,gers of the St. Lawrence had' given liini "grey

hairs, " which, considering that there were no lights

and tliat the cliar'iiig was ])oor, was jierhajis not to be

wondered ;it. In ISd.'i, when the (ioverninent ^vas

disiiosed to cancel his contract after the ilisasters that

had befallen the line. Sir Hugh Allan declared that the

St, Lawrence was a "most dillicult navigation' , the

best proof being that the only other line of stean ers

sailing to Ouebec "had lost twice as ii.any vessels in

)iro]iortion to the number of tri])s made ", Sir Hugh
iialf suggested that the fact that his steamers were
"bound to make the i)assage within a given time" hail

somctliing to do with the lo.sses. In his well-known

essav on the (."anadian canals, Mr, T, C, Keefer said

the "greater number of the disasters" on the route

"were attributable to an o\er-anxiety on the jiart of

the Montreal traders to get the first cargo in." their

ships exjiosing themselves lo the ice b\' leaving Britain

altout the 'JOth of March, He noted, however, that

the "im])rovenient which has taken ]ilacc in the

character and navigation of the vessels emiiloyed in
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once a liui^c st-a. TIh' fossil remains of wlialos ami
(iIIht niai'iiu' animals are fimnd inlaml from till.' iiortli

anil south shores of llie river, and tlie e\iilenee that

the (ireat Lakes Itave shrunk apjiears to lie ei|ualK

eonclusive. In recent times, the water has relreatid

and dry land taken its jilaee at Collingwood, Toronto,

Whitby and other ])oints; and, wliether from the

euttiiij,' down of the forests or for sim'ie other reason,

siieh trilmtaries of the St. Lawrence as the iHiawa
and Saint Maurice ha\'e a]i|iarentl\' lost in \olunie

within the memory of men still living. Some think

thev can detect a slight lowering of the river lictwceii

Montreal and (Jueliec since the construction of the

Chicago Drainage Canal, an<l are i|uite sure the

liuililing of a canal from Chicago to the (lulf of

Me.\ico would ruin the Montreal ri>ute. Others again

maintain that, even in the tidal water lielow (Juehcc.

the shoals and batturis are slowly exjjanding in

conse(|iience of the deiiositing of detritus on their

north face.

Col. Ral]ih Bin'ton, who was in charge at Three
Rivers in 17(i:!. wrote in that year that the channel in

Lake St. I'eter, while "not above IH feet deej). was
formed of so .soft a mud that a vessel drawing 14 feet

may ]ilough tliro:gh". Eighty years afterwards the

greatest dejith in Lake St. Peter did not exceed 11

feet. Burton nia\' have been mistaken: he may
have liad .soundings made in the neighborhood of one
or both of the two dce]i pools—they were over 20 feet

dee)!- which, separated from each other bv the Tlats

of St. Peter, fonned jiart of the old shi]i channel. The
earl\- charts do not throw any light on the matter.

The Archives at Ottawa contain a French chart, said

to have been prei)ared in 17bj, which records the

soundings at low water from Quebec eastward, and
one issued in ITSO by Des Barres, one of Wolfe's

best n, en. from survevs by Major Holland, both of

which api)ear to give a greater dejjth at the \orth
Traverse, through which Wolfe's fleet jiassed. than
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|iijsta),'u tci stcaiiRTs sailitij,' u< Canada. C'aiiailian vessels
iin tlic Great Lakes lia\e sulTereil tlie ImNcott iiivdlved
ill the United States cviastiiij; laws. A (.'anadian
vessel is deliaiTed froni earryinj,' t'ivij;lit from une
Aiiieriean pcirl Ici anullier. wliieh sij,riiiliL's that it ean
take nil part in the stti|>end(ms trallie lietween the
Lake States, with their 4I(.I)()(),()()I) inhalMtanls. In
l!H)(i. over .)(). (II )().{)()() tons of t'reij,'ht, valued at%;.")10.-

(JOD.OOO. passed thrunjjh the Sanlt Ste. Marie eanals,
of uhieh 1).") per cent was earried liy Anieriean and .")

jier eent 1>\- Canadian \essels. ( )nr shore of the L'jijier

Lakes is tliinly inhaliited; it eoiitains iron ore de-
posits not yet developed, but has no eoal ami no
luinl.er worth speakiiij; of for shi]iinent westward. To
be exehiiled from the American coasting trade is there-
fore a very serious matter for Canadian vessels. So
long as that embargo continues, it would .scareelv be fair
to let American vessels jiarticipate in the Canadian
coasting trade. It is not a (|uestion of Protection so
much as of giving the Canadian lake marine a chance
to survive, and this without intlicting lo.ss on the
Canadian shijjper.

If an American ves.sel were iierinitted to carrv
grain, let us say. frcjiii I'ort William to Midland that
is, from one Canadian port to another -it would <lis-

charge cargo and then run to Buffalo for a load of coal
to Duluth, whilst the comi)eting Canadian vessel would
probably have to return to Lake Sujierior half empty,
full return cargoes from Ontario ports being scarce r)y

comparison. Supjiosing. however, that the Canadian
vessel were fortunate enough to obtain a full load of
merchandise at Midland or a cargo of coal at Buffalo
for Fort William on every trip during the wheat-moving
season, she would still be excluded from the American
ore tranic, which constitutes seven-tenths of the
entire freight tonnage going through the Soo canals,
and is, after all, the mainsta\- of the American marine
on the Upper Lakes, ore rates regulating wheat rates
at Duluth and elsewhere. Thus far. Canadian vessel-
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matc'd cost nf cniiipkniiis,' the linjMd SoimkI Hiaiincl
lirst reported on l,y the L'nited States eiu'iiieers in'
llllH), is SIO.OOO.OOO. The United States Covernnienl
lakes no part ni the luiilchnj; of docks, Imt simply
attends to the .Ireilfjiiifj of the harlior eliaiinels. the
money spent on them liein^' reK'ardeil as a national
investment for tlie benefit of the American e.\]iorter
and importer, which in trutli it is.

All tilings considered, then, tlie rise of Montreal
to her iiresent rank amon^' Atlantic ports is verv
creditable to Cinada, but it is obvious that she caii
onl>- maintain it b\ improxing her harlMir .aecommoda-
tioii reducnij,' cliarges, ami providiuR, with the help
ol tlie Dominion C.overnment, a deeper channel to the
sea. Mr. Babcock, one of the engineers in charge of
the Amlirosc channel, is reported to li.ave said llie other
da\-:

Tl,.-y li„l,. ,1,„„„|M ,„ „,, „l,| ..,i|i„„ ,„,t,, ,,,,,, ,|,^„ ^„„, ^,|,^„„,^.| ,„|,^^
"'"' ":" """"'''' I" "^"""' '>"" ' '"'•<U.i. Tl,™ ™,m- the sUlcwhcel
~l.M..,sl„,, „, sl,ull„„ ,ln,ll, f„II„>v..,l l,y 11,.. ,i,...,,cr ,l,nll .o<.« sicnn,
sill]., until u ,i>f i-liaiiii,,| „us r,„„„| „n.i.ss,irv, lln,,,. „,,„, |„„„v ,.„
liuiwrs ivli,, hclicv.d iliat no tlecpcr i-hanni-1 thin this w.,i.l,l ivi-r he rc<|Mir«l
Hut as the „eeaii liners arew in lenRth an<l tleplli a elianKe heeanie ina,„lat..rv,
inilil tiMw «e have the ,\iiil,n,se ehaniiel, t,s feet ileep at presi-nt l.iit suun
t.. he ,lre.li;e,l t.. ,„ feet. Vet n.. ,.ne ean tell «hat ,len,a,„ls n.av he made
before the 4,, loot ehannel isavailahle fonr years lienee, for no one ean presaec
the lenRth or tieplli of the fnti.re liner."

M.tntreal must keej. j.aee with the times or lose
lier jinmacx- to (hiebec or else ,see more Canadian
traltic go to American ports. .Mr. t'owie, the ac-
eonililished engineer in charge of the channel from
Montreal to Uueltec. saws with his present jilant he
coulil aild three feet to the depth, making it ;!:! feet
vvitliin ten \ears: but 'ov that time. New York mav
have 4.-> or .)0 feet. The bottom of the river is coni-
posed of hard clay; the current iloes not affect it, and
there is neither silt nor scour, nor iloes the material
dredged out fall afterwards into the channel, Mr
Cowie is of opinion that anv dejith re(|uireil mav* be
reached. The C.oNernmenl should augment the jilant
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Ill's cdiisidcr it tn iiiaki' tlii' iiidst nf tlicir n|i|»iriuiiiiK.s
for tlu' iin|ini\i'nu'iit nf iiaviKatioii As t'.n- ,l.,rk.-,,

I,i\ (.fpn.il has ilcnicmstrati^l uliat an fxccllcnl iiuf^t
mont llif\ aiv, oxfii i.ii a scale i-ntailinj; a rolossal
law ]ini\iik'il tliriv i.s stiriii-iont Inislncss tn lie

Ifat-tol.

TIk' |pivsc'iit llarlinr fni'iiiiissinniTs n|' Mnntival
arc lining' j; 1 work in ini]in)\iii.t; it am! la\ mii,' nut
fiitiiiv iiiiiin>\LMiK'iits. The liarlinr e.Mciiils frnni \'ii-
tni-ia Hridjjf castwanl tn LnTij,'ui' I'niiUc. a ilistaiur in
shmv liiHMil' 1(1 miles. At present, nnlv (i :M miles ran
lie sail! tn he prnvicled with licrtlis. these are avail-
able for \essels drauiii}; from L'ti tn over :iO iVet. In
the western part of the harlior. where most nf the irallic
enmes. hij;li-level wharves have been Iniill and ontlitted
with permanent railwax' faeks, iiicrs and sheds. On
enmiilelion. the 14 sheds, whieli are of steel, will siipplv
snmetl'inii like 1 ...()().()()() s,|nare feet of storaj^'e S]iaee.
whieh

.
:' furnish a maximum handling eapaeit\- of

over .'iiii.DOO tons a week. Some of the sheds will be
ennneeted with the h.arbor elevator so that yrain can
be conveyed direct tn the shijis; it will be possible, in
fact, to feed four ships simultaneouslv. The sheds ,are
so aiTan)i:ed that a train load of freight can be jilaccd
alongside the shi|i to dischaixe.

IvKcellent as far as it K"<-'s. this is. or out;ht to be.
only a beninnin;;. It is suj^'jje.sted that Montreal should
be made a tree jmrt. but not a free jiort in the sense in
which (;,as))e and Sault Sle. .Marie were once free pons,
or in which Hambur},', fuxha\en, Cojienhajjen, Trieste!
.Sulh.a. etc.. are free i>orts to-day. There. Koodsmav
be imjxirted from foreij,'!! countries and e.^jiorted to
others without beeomin;; subject to the t'ustoms tariff;m .some instances, the importer is allowed to blend
them and work them uji into finished articles. All
that is meant by those who are nrjjinj; the Dominion
Government to make Montreal a free ]i;>rt is that the
port should be relieved of the necessitv of cnllectinj;
wharfage dues. At present the Harbor Co'mmission owes
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arc iiKHlfmti' eiinii;,'li in iliciiiscKos, hut tln' :i),'nri'j,Mtf

in or out of Montreal is, of coiirst'. omsideraliK j^roatcr
llian at Aini'riian ports on tlic N'ortli Atlantir On
till- other hand, as said, tlie |Mirt eharjjes. other than
pilotage ami insiiranc-e. are no higher at Montreal than
at Portland or Hoslon. and not so liijjh as at .Vew \'ork.
Hut it is not easy to ni.ake an iiUellijjilile c-oniparison.
inasmuch as at Boston, for instance, jjort charges
are inchuled in the throujjh rail rates.

A ninnber of ste.tniships on the St. Lawrence route
lose their ch.iracter as "regular luiers" in the winter
sea,son.an(l are ol,lijri.,| to ),'o into the ' train] i" business,
therel>>- forfeitiii),' to soniee.\tcnt their hold on Canadian
trade. Toenal)le them to o\ercome this disaliilit\-, the
Dominion tlovernment jjivcs subsidies to vessels run-
ning in winter to Maritime Province norts. A jirom-
inent shippin),' man. in a letter to ih.e Marine l)e]>.irt-

ment al()ttawa, jxiints out that of the pioneer lines
on the St. Lawrence route only three or four remain,
the rest, 1.") or l(i in number, " having succumbed to
the disadvantafjes of the short season, to the lack of
depth in the Montreal-(Jucbec channel, and to the
heavy insurance. i)ilotaije and port charjjes at Mont-
real." Unfortunatelv, whenever the ('Fovernment is

asked to do somethinj,' for Montreal, as tlie (irincipal
iiational i)ort. sectional interests thrust themselves
forward and demand that sometliinj; sh.all also lie iloiie
forOiiebec, Halifax, St. John and Svdnev.

If a .SO-foot channel between Montreal and Ouebec
were suf'licicnt to accommod.ate the large vessel of
to-day and to-morrow, the ])resent channel miglit be
said to be jierfect. ft is as well lighted as a street,
is furnished with telephone stations, and watched from
the opening of navig.ation to the close bv the Chief
Engineer; in short, is as safe as monev and skill can
make it. But the fact remains that it' is inadei|uate
for the larger steamers of to-da>- and five \ears hence
will probably be in a still wor.se'))osition. 'it has been
said that a greater dejith of wiiter could be obtained
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f„r Mil
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Ian,] n the S<mth Channel, wliere a sand-sucker .Iredgehas ,„a, e a , epth „f .'il, feet at extreme low water,

t^fe ;V t/'^'
^'"'^' ''"''"''''' '^"'' '" "''it there for

e\er ,s the St. Roch s Traverse. In places it is .54
feet , lee,,, but at these places it is co.nparativelvnano v: elsewhere it ,s wider, but n<,t so deep ItsUK v features are, first, the current which run.s like anil -race each way with the ti<le; and, second, its hardbottom, which would prevent it from being dredcedt" a greater depth for the new t^•pe of steami, exX
tilt ht Rochs Iraverse, the chance of getting it offwouW be small; whilst if she grounded mtliT North

wouIdT.W
" "'"' '""'^'«' '''"-' '"^''" 'leepened, sheould .suffer no great harm, for the bottom is soft an.lthe current nothing like so swift or .Inngerous The

Pr«.,J'>'-'f
' '?

''''" "^*''-'^'' ='"''f"--i='' Pi«f« having been

n recent >ears; but engineers and navigators agreethat If larger steamers are to be introduced, it must beabandoned and the North Channel made available bv

he W .'l^r'V n l^"
^""'' '^'"^•'^•^^ f'-°"' St. Jean onthe Is and <rf Orleans across towards Cap Tourmente.

nn I H . ; '"'^J«''"S. perhaps, the widening here
*" 00 'mn'Vr •'^°«'\^"'^''""-l. i« estimated to cos?
»2,000,00n at the outside. While it is going on ves-
sels can continue to use the South Cliannel. The costof .leepening tlie channel between Montreal and ( )uebec

wv„',tl 7 V
•";",' "^ improving Montreal harbor,would be considerablv- more. Then a gra^•ing dock

o!!ehf tf
''''''''"^, '^""^^ ^'^'""^'•'^ is%e<|u,red at

n Ts7o', p' "T",'
''""\"' S'- J°^^Ph de LeVis, builtin 18^2, being obsolete. A dock at Montreal is also ur-gently called for. Not long since, a British warslih^njured in the Ba e Chaleurs. managed to reach Ouebec,'bt t had to be .sent for repairs to Bernuula before she couldreturn to England, the dock at Halifax being for son erea.s„n unavailable. If anything serious shotU.l hap,,en

44



;htT

aisinj;

aniimjr the

^'>'<H.^'I,, l,ut it i. prol, 1 r s f^^^

^S(,n,e are competent
tiKn- are not e,,i, ,1 , it ; V fT "''"• "' '' '""'v.

to(>ma;;;:!rc;,e:f'^r/'',^''''r-'/-b.imt
tlie I)o,n„„„„ (Imem ;e t

y'
,1 e'"^^

'" ^'''^'- '^"''

"f tlie ,M-ese emh -'^ '''
^l""

'."^ "'^""tenanee

-Uveen c;i„ea,.. Ll \e« fet Vr '\n''"''"'

the St. Lawrence ro te f, .n, P ,rt l^;1.
"

""^•'«V'"""
"f

"ith In- the divers nf, "'"•;'<' sen,,usly nitertercl

l^akes St,, eri , r
' r '''" ^"'" "" ^>1"''- ''"kes.

-w,.e.ai-;n::j^s
u:;.:;t;:"r;'"''>'''^''^-f dsnii'- tlie.ii 1„.;.,„

'
"'""I sc.is, tile lerrit(ir\- en-

fore open to he ve^^,;' '/, '^^ nay-^ation l.einR th'ere-

Micliiian, whicl, is
™^

A , : j,,

'* " "'" '" ",'"' '-'^'^

As Sir fohn Maclon-iU V "'^;'. I'"^ an.l sniiple.

VVashins on Tre. ..-,,';', '" '"^, '^l
'^''^^•'' "" the

l-y L-nited Stat^territ , N

^''''"''"'^''''''' ^'"^''"'-^

''e^-ng^ toCarda n P '
1
""l "'"'"" "f its shores

-.i.-.na:;:rci;;,nrS
;^ J;-

-e4ke.i,^-:;r--ei^^-;---



pi for the iiUHKtte of fi.nnins,' a \vaterwa\ Inmi Chicas'o
t(. New Orleans, rejianlless ,,f tlie eliecl ,,f such awork upon the dq.th of water in the St. Laurenee
without, as matters stand, simna: to us 1)\- vour leave.'

It It l)e said that some of tlie.se recommendations
would inv(,he a ver>- lar^e Federal expenditure, the
answer is that a \er\- large exjienditure is necessarv if
vve (lesire to britiK the St. Lawrence route to a state (,f
efliciency. Our canals are no lonK'er ade,|uale to the
tra he ol the Lpper Lakes, while the route from M,,nt-
real to Ouebec and below is no lonf,'er ade(|uate to the
volume of outj^'oins freight or to the re.|uirements of
the modern tyi.e of shi,). more i.articularlv ,,f the
modern ocean-liner. Look at what we have spent and
are .spendniir for the develo|)ment of tlie .\orth West in
transcontinental railwaxs. at the inrush of immiirrants
the growth of d.miestic and foreign tra.le. the multi-
j)Iication of industries in the ol.ler Provinces, the new
lite with which tlie whole communit\- seems to be ani-
mated, and the im.babilities, not to sav the ixissi-
hilities of the near future let tlie reader consider
these things, and ask him.self if. with active American
comi.etition in the carrying trade at our doors, it is
advisable to let this great highwav remain in its present
congested and out-of-date condition.

Against this it mav be said that the St, Lawrence
route IS deej) enough, inasmuch as the size of vessels
IS not hkely to increase; that tlie depth of water in
l^uropean i)orts and the Suez Canal will not i.ermit of
their enlargement much bevond their present dimen-
SKjns, ami that in the ca.se of j.assenger steamers there
IS bound to be a reaction against huge shii)s that are ex-
ce.ssively fast and in favor of smaller ones onlv moder-
ately fast. This IS po.ssible. No one can see far into the
future of science or of shipbuilding. What .letracts
trom the weight of the i)redietion is that it has been
advanced at intervals e\er since \-essels began to grow
in .size, and has been as regularlv ui)set bv events The
hrst steamship built expresslv for the Atlantic pas-
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r«i\iM-iiment lias been al.le t<. pav to steamers earrviiiff
I 10 mails. Pavment is by trips' an,l the total is now
about m)(>.m) a xear. divided between the Allanswlo liaxe the contract for a term <,f vears, and the
lanadian Pacihc, who are sub-contractors. 'Pile British
(.o\-ornnient helps its sliii)],ing bv means of mail sub-
sidies by subventions paid to steamers which mav be
used by tlie Admiralty as auxiliarv cruisers and bv
apiiropriations f(,r the maintenance of a force of naval
reserves. The mail subsidies for the fiscal \ear lOOT-S
e.Ncccd .$:!..-,0(1.000, without countinj,' tlie new subsidv
to the ( unards. The subsidies ].aid for services out-
sHle tlie Lnitcd Kingdom are in tlie net «•> (mO 000
Ihis much devolves u]>oii the Imperial treasurx- after
Colonial contributions I., certain services have been

^•^.onnn
•''''''•''''."'•'''• ^''^ Imperial Parliament voles

*.iO(UH10 a year for the carriage of mails between
the Lnited King<l(>ni and China and [ai.aii throiudi
(-anada_. but <.f this the Cana.lian (lovernment re-
pays .S/.i.OOO, making the net outlav .«;•'>.-, 0(|o The
aggrcyate of S:.>,(i.-,o,()()0 voteil for mail and ]>arcel-mail
services abroad n.r the current fiscal \-ear is distributed
thus:

'•""'I'"' s ,4,.„„
^"'"''"

, . , ,„.,xx,
^'"'"'

145.000
.^si,o,„,n„s,ralask, i.j.,^.ooo

''"'''
. S ..f,,,o.o<«,

The paxnients for carrvinj; the mails between the
Uiitcd Kingdom and the United States are .'S7.-,0 000
the new Cunard .subsidv not included and there are
subsidies f<,r services to Newfoundland. Mexico Brazil
.\ew \ ork to Bermuda, etc. In Africa, there are sub-
sichsed ser\-ices to the Colonies on the West Coast In
A.sia there is a large subsidy to the Penin.sular and
iiriental Steam :\avigation Companv for carrvinj; the
mails to India Ceylon, Hong Kong and the Straits
Settlements. Xo subsidx- is given bv the Imperial
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on tract

mans hail imnliiceil passc'n},'er steamers that were faster
llian the Mritisli, ami in I'JOii tlie Omservative (".Dvern-
ment then i n nlliee res( )lved to help the t'unarils to" win
liaek till' blue ribaiiil." As ver\- fast ships are li\- their
nature disaMed from l)einK' ednimereiallv iirnlitaMe,
the (ii>\eniment went ;is far as it Cdulil' in
assistance. The j)rinciiial features nt the
are these:

The entire t'unard fleet, ineludinj,' the Ijisiinnin
and M(iHirl,ii,i(f. is to be at tlie disijosal of the (kivern-
ment for puivliase or hire; the jmee. in the event of
purchase, being set down at the scheduled value of the
ship, ])lus 10 i)er cent. The t"om)iany cannot disjiose
of a shi]) of over 17 knots without Government
sanction, while in the case of a ])rojecteil s- le of any of
the vessels of less s]ieed than tliat, the Government 'will
ha\e the oi)tion of stei)pinf; in and becoming the )iur-
chasers them.selves. Even in the matter of chartering
there is to be State .sui)ervision, a clause of the agree-
ment providing that "no ship over 17 knots shall be let
on charter-jiarty without seven days' notice to the
Government and production of satisfactorv evidence
as to bona-fides." The Com|iany are forbidden "to
raise unduly freights or charges." or " to give undue ]ire-
ference against British subjects." In order to ensure
that the line .shall remain an all-British one, it is stii)u-
lated that no foreigner .shall hold office as a director or
be employed as one of the i)rincii)al otficers of the Com-
pany, and that "no share .shall be held bv or in trust
for, or be in any wa\- under the control of, anv foreigner
or foreign corjjfiration or an\- corfioration under foreign
control."

On the financial side of the contract, the Govern-
rnent lends the Company fl',()00,000 with which to
build the l.iisilniiia and Mcitirelania. and, in addition.
gives each shij) a sulisid\- of t7.''),0()0 a vear. The loaii
of t'2,000,000 carries interest at 2 ;i-4 jier cent, and the
capital sum is to be repaid in 20 vears. The ,fl."i0.000
per annum which the Company is to receive for the
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( hiiKi l,y thi.' C';iiia(li;in I';ici(ic stcimisliips. Im-
I».'n,il imeivsts aiv amplv pnitec-tfil .-uicl imi-
foiir:i),'nl li\- thi'sc lines, s,. that ulieii wv talk
"f fslahlishniK an All-Kcl nmw over iPiv. isciv
the same ^jnimid all thai is meant is that faster vessels
should lie emiilnyed. Tlie C'lmard eciUfaet hi-oii^'Iit
the siilijecl to tlie front aj^'ain at the t'olonial t'onfer-
eiue ol 11I07. and Sir Wilfrid l.aurier and I.onl Strath-
eona have been iiushinjj it wiili energv. tlie argument
eomiiij; t<i this, that as IviiKland is doinj; so mueh I'cjr

the L'nited St;itesor for Xew Vork. she is in diitv bomid
to do soinethins.; for her own Empire hv eo-operatiii),'
with Ca' ida and the Australian Colonies "in estal.lishinj;
a faster All-Red serviee than now exists. Mr. Asi|iiith
and Mr. I.loyd-(;eorj,'e apparently acquiesecd at the
Conlerenee. and the matter is now en^'aginj; the atten-
tion of the Imperial (lovcrnment. During' the Cham-
berlain eampaiK'n for preferential duties within the
Eininre. some Liberals eontended tlial Imjierial unitv
eonld lie iiromoled at less cost and willi less risk by the
creation of fast sleamshi]) services: but, of course the
C.overnmenl is not bound bv what niav have been said
by inihvidual members of the jiartv when in ( )pposition.

Ihe weak iioints of the scheme are brieth- the.se.
First of all, while sentiment is an excellent thin^ in its
place. It is a poor foundation bv itself for this 'or anv
other jiroject involvinj^ a large outlax". As material
considerations usually jirevail in the long run, a
scheme of this magnitude, if it is to lie .succes.sful. and
failure would be disastrous from everv a.sjiect. must
rest, not on sentiment merelv, but on a' sound business
basis. This granted, it is obvious that nothing could
be gained, to begin with the outlving jiarts of the jiro-
gramme, by putting L'.-)-knot steamers on the Pacific
Ocean between Vancouver and Australia. A ves.sel of
that speed would burn well on to 1.5,01)0 tons of coal
costing about .KiCOOO. on each single vovage. This to
go no further, stamps the scheme as inipracticaiile
No freight goes from England through Canada to
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i-isc'i> to Aiickliind (New Zc:il:inili mikI Syiliiev, liiis

rcrcntly Ki)'i<-'imt i if existence, ami Atuericaii tiavellers
and Aiiiericaii frei^Iit are iisin^' tlie \'anec)iiver nmte
to Australia imioli mnw than before. Tlie emplov-
inenl of IS-knot ships l!n-ou>;h an increase in the snl)-
sidy wonld lie a very dilTerent thin^;, however, from
the eTn|iloynient of L'.'i-knot shijis. which wouM not be
freight carriers e.\ce|>t in a limited sense and wonld
"eat their heads olT " with a ven(;eance everv vov-

The Canadian Pacific steamers l>etween Vancouver.
I'hina and Japan are <|iiile ca|ialile of handling' all the
pas.senjjer and frcij,'ht traffic that offers at present be-
tween Canada and the Orient. To put 2.')-knot ves-
sels there would lie to risk much without soliilif\'-

iiiK anything. The P. & (). carries the mails from
Knjjland by Brindisi to Bomba\ in |;{ davs. a per-
formance whicli the Canadian route could not ei|ual
if we had Liiitit(ti,i(is on both oceans. By the Silierian
railwa\- the mails can be carried from London to Shang-
liai in 19 days or less, several days (|uicker than they
could be carried through Cana<la. No British freij,'ht is

conveyed through Cana<la to China or Japan for the same
reason that none goes to Australia this way. so that the
Imjierial Ciovernment has no jiarticular iiUerest in

taking up this portion of the All-Red scheme.
Tliere reuKiins the ]>roi)()sal to jilacr L'.'i-knot

steamers on the Atlantic with the aid of sulv ..es from
the Imperial and Canadian Governments, .'he /.h.v/-

l<iiii(i cost Sfi.'ioO.OOO. For a weekly service .if 2") knots
between England ami Canada, at least four such ves-
sels would be reiiuired, whicli, with working ca])ital,

would necessitate the investment of something like

S;{(),(K)0,Onn at the outset. It may be assumed that
steamers just as swift would always sail in and out of

N'ew York, which is merely .saying that the United
Sta_tes can 'ifford to indulge in such luxuries as well as
we can. ^ ew York com])etiti<in would therefore
have to be reckoneil with, especiallv in the h%e winter
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.\c>« N'ork, Moiii-

llalif.ix is fiir fnnii

c"iii)i;irisiin with tli;il (lowiti),' In

rv:\\ is :i himhI piirt for Iri'i^jht. Imi
tlic |»iiiil (if m-ijji,,, and just :is ilisl^iiit Imm iIr. ihmh
i-iinviits of iiassciiK'er tnitlic. Can wo lioiiesth- tell tlif

iinostiiit,' piil'lii- for if wi' ;;raiit a jniiii sul'isi.h- we
shall \irtuall\- lie putting our oflii-ial (.MiiIorsoiiR'ut on
the silieiiH' that aii> l'oiii]iaiiy which sinks SMd.iMH),-
(MIO in l.iisliiiiiias for tliis routo is WkvW to inaki' a
profit anil ha\'f an aliidinj; Imsinoss?

That is the i|uestion liufore thf two (Invorninonls.
Xavi^ators, (.ii},'itit.-ers and transportation men <Io not
think it would hf iirudenl. for thi' pivscnt al an\- rate,
to ])Ut on the route \essels of a j^realer speed than JO
knots. They are not frightened hv the ohjeetion
raised in Knjjlanii that the Lower Si.' Lawrence" is ex-
ce|itionally ilanj,'erous to larjje vessels on account (.f

fo^s. Kojjs are more prevalent in some seasons than
in others, hut. striking' an average, tlie best Canadian
autliorities say the risk of detention ami accident from
ton between (Juebec and Uelle He or I'ape Race is not
•') per cent >jreater than on the Xcw \'ork route. The
risk froin ice in the sprinj,' is, however, consiik-rabh
greater. Tlie ma'n reasons wh\' the exjierl- referred to
would exclude l.'i.^ilaiiids and adopt steamers of only
20 knots, with a ilraft not to exceed :i:i feet, are, lirst,

lliat the channels below (juebec, Montreal Iieing out of
court, cannot be made ileej) enough or safe cnouj;h to
accommodate larger \essels. at any rate until the .North
Channel is adojited; sii cmdly. the business of the
route, inchidinj,' all tliat iiiiKht be .Irummed uji in the
L'nited States, would not, at the present lime, juslifv the
employmenl of shii>s of f!;realer speed. In their judg-
ment, (Juebec should be the summer and Halifax the
winter port. To jjive the new vessels fair plaw the
rule oblifjing mail ships to call at Svdne\ in the earlv
season, before Belle He is ojien, when the'ice is pourinj;
through Cabot Strait or Ixing jammed in a vast field
otT coast. shouUl be abolished. The call of incoming
vessels at Rimouski is necessarx perhaps for the (|uicker
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hinin can scarcely' do nnifli t)ettcr. Kroni New York
lo ChicafjD is "JO hours by rail, allowinjf alirief space for

the transfer of the mails to the train. Letters are

therefore delivered in Chicago on Saturday morning or
forenoon, by which time, of course, the passenger
could also be there, if the trains suited. The Umprexxes

leave Liverjjool on Friday and usuallx' land their

mails at Rimouski cm the following Tliursda\' at

!) a. m. Rimouski is .'542 miles from Montreal by the

Intercolonial. They should be delivered to the Montreal
post oflfice in S hours, or. allowing an hour for detention

at Rimouski, by p. m. on Thursday, and be in the

<itVice of the Montreal merchant on Frida\' morning
and in Chicago on Friday evening. As it is. therefore,

the mails by the Kiniiresxes lea\"ing England on Friday
are. or ought to be. delivered throughout Canada and
the Western States several hours before those of the
Ijisilnnln, leaving on Saturdaw Reduce the voyage
(jf the Einpressea by 14 hours, and the Canadian mails
would be in the hands of Canadians and of people in

Detroit. Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and lieyond

about 24 hours before those of the Cunard vessels.

Whether, under these circumstances, the Wash ngton
Government wfjuld allow the Knipressen to carry the

ocean mails of the West and North West . as the Allans
once did. is a matter which those sections of the United
States would be considerably interested in.

It will be asked what the Canadian farmer has to

gain from rushing American mails and American pas-

engers fnjm England through Canada to the United
States or even by furnishing 25-knot vessels for

Canadian passengers. The answer is that if. at

a reasonable cost, we can attract travel to the

St. Lawrence route which now goes b\' American
l)t)rts. the countr\' at large will benefit, and
he. in particular, will feel the good efifects in the shajje

of a ()uicker service, and. in the entl. of reduced rates

for his package freight, his cheese, butter, bacon, eggs,

fruit and the like. tJne of the (iranges in Western
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Om.-in.i lias i.asscl a resclutiun ckvlaring that tliefarmer sh.ml, „nt l.e aske.l tn pax- for a niere a.lxer-
tise.nent t.,r tlic St. Lawrence;" l.ut this w„ul,l besomething ni,,re substantial than an advertisement
or a si).,rt s pn.le in seeing a reo.n! beaten. We want
immigrants an,l the tide has begm, to (low in this
d.reet.on: will ,t not be a fair appeal to tliem to ,,oint

n the Lmted States, but that thcv ean be c-arrie,l across
the Atlantic and landed on tlie prairie within a littleover a week trom the time of leaving home? We ,11
agree with the poet that

Uheii kn.- uuiios. wide spac.- diviil.-s in i;,i„.
* '""'• '"».> '-li'-P "''•"IS the spn..-,di„,r ,„ai„,

^ et much good has been done to the ix.litical re-asons existing between Cana.la and Englan.l bx- thehn, ging of the Atlantic !,> means of swit^ vessels andswifter cables, where communication was once so slowand tincertam that the news of Waterloo, fought on

\ I "U"""- ''"' ""' ''^'^''i •-'"<='"-'^' 'ill 'lie end ofAugust. Wb.-n the Allans were tirst subsi,li,sed therewas an outerx trom Upi-er Canada: it was said the sail-ing ships were good enougli. Who woul.l return to

Old w'h"" 'V '
'^"""'"«

I"^"'''*-' '""'^'"g to theOld World for population, can we afford to let our neigh-bors completely outstri,, us when, bv the arrangement
of nature, our ports are nearer Euro,,c than theirs'And to come back to the old grievance, is it too muchto ask bngland to join us in d,,ing for Halifax and theM. Lawrence something akin to that which she hasdone out of her own jweket for \ew ^'ork

'

Evervthing depends on the manner in which theCanadian G<,vernment presents the tuidertaking There
:s plenty of opposition in England. The labor memberasks why he should be taxed for a scheme designed toovercome the se,.aratist tendencies of the hijH, firiffwe maintain tor the puqiose of excluding his waresfrom our market. Others object on principle to allsubsidies, condemn the Tories for the bargain
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with the Cunanls, and are ready to condenin the
Lil)erals if they assist us. LeaiHnjj newspape. i)oint
out that because the United Kin^'doni lias seen iU. for
the sake of her ])restige on the sea. to bonus the Cun-
ards, it d()es not follow that she ou^ht to bonus a
Canndian line further north, where there is no (iernian
coni])etition. Even those Englishmen who would like to
see the Imperial Ministrx- fall in with the project warn
us that it must be submitted in a business-like form,
and not merely cobbled togetlier for election purposes
in Canada; they think a L'O-knot service is preferable
to a 2.')-knot, being (juite sutficient for our wants at
present and much less expensive: and add that, jJUt-
ting sentiment aside, we must be able to show that
there is a reasonable ])rospect of the Comi>an\'s
succeeding and pa>ing a fair return, even in hard
times.

In a i)amphlet on the Colonial Conference of li)r)7

the Cohden Club deals briefly Avith the All-Red ])ro-
l)osals. "It is one thine", says the writer, "to stimulate
by Government aid tne existing currents of Imiierial
tnide and travel, but to cheapen Irnperial routes b\-
subsidies with the object of diverting existing or jioten-
tuil trade from foreign sea or laml routes which hajipen
to be the natural and therefore the more economical
routes, would be an unwarrantable use of ])ublic
money, a commercial policy adopted for political i)ur-
poses and involving methods liable to those abuses
which notoriously beset ever\- form of bount\-." An
English shipiiing journal says, with a considerable
measure of truth, that we in Canada are apt to imagine
when we ha\e given a handsome subsidv to a railway
or steamshij) jiroject that nothing more 'remains to be
done -the work is accomplished. In this instance,
howe\-er, we must regard the subsidv as a

'

' secondar\'
consideration," and be able to demonstrate at the
outset that the iiroject is a ".sound and reasonable
commercial ))ropo.sition;" which, it thinks, we shall
have some dithculty in doing.if our intention is to make

lio



iiniisii aiitliorities airrec tint it uv.„lJ ito init •>-. 1,., . .
*'^.""^ trial II uouhl he unwiset'> put -'..-knot steamers on the PaciHc hetwee, v" ,7

^hanses in trans,,onatL,! :^';h ',^
;; '::::Ze^Tosult from the construction of the P;m n,.; On !,

• J°
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Thu ()tt;iw;i Cioveniiiiunl must tliorefore he con-
viiK-ed l>y this time that it is easier U> talk of a new All-
Ked route with jr, knots than to estalilisli it. Vet
whatever may befal tliat sclieme, the necessitv of ini-
im.vui},' the St. Lawrence route will remain. Tliat is
oilL of the most |iressing Canadian (|uestioiis of the da\

,

and, not withstanding the heavy expenditure involved.
1 arhanient should lose no time in i)ushinf; it to a satis-
fact( )ry conclusion

.






