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PREFACE.
'1.

M'TANT mImIIoiii of cxcelleni nuiMer kw been msde fer tiM
bwwit of yovas person!. PerforaMicet ofthis kind nre ol

•• fvemt utilUyt that 7rf«h productions of them, and new attonpts

to niiprove the yoanr mina, will scared/ be deemed sttperiaous. '

a the writer aMke his conciliation instructive and inlrrestinf» and
•nfldendy dil^t from others.

The prMeat werk, as the title ezpresset, aims at the ftttainment

•f three objects : to improTe ^routh in the art of reading ; to meli- '

•rate their languace and sentiments ; and to iucukale some of the
wesl important prmciples of piety and rirtiie.

The pieces selected^ not only five exercise to a great variety ol

MMtioni, and the correspondent tones and variations of voice, but
contsiin sentences and members ofsentences, which are diveruli«d*

proportitmed, and pointed with accuracy. Exercises of this n«>-

Inre are, it is presumed, well calculatetl to teach youth to rend
with propriety and effect. A selection ofsentences, in which vart* ^

e^ and proportion^ with exact punctuation, have been careAiNy '^

observed, in aU their parts as well as with respect to one anollMMr,

'

wiU probably have a much greater eilect, in nroperly teaching* il.e
*"

rtor feadingtihan is commonly imagined. I«i such constnictionSi
•very thing if accommodated to the understanding and tlte voice *,

and the common dificulties in learning to read wM ai« obviated.
When the learner has aoquhred a habit of reading such senteiicci|L

with justness and Ability, he wili readily apply tliat habit, and thOT
inprovcmeots he has made, to sentences more complicated and
krcralar, and of a construction entirely diflRerent.

Tm language of the pieces chosen for this collection has bee*. ^

wefuily regmrded. Purity, propriety, perspicuity, and, in many
MMtanccS, megance of dictiou, distinguish them. They are ex*
traded from me works of the most correct and elegant writers.^

From the sources whence the sentiments are drawn, the reailet .

may expect to find them connected and regular, sufficiently im*
portant and impressive, and divested of every thing that is either
trite or eccentric. Tlie frequent perusal of such conitM»sition nat-
urally tends to Infuse a taste for this upecies of excellence ; a->d lift ?

produce a habit ofthinking, and ofcomposing, withjudgment and <^

accuracy.*
That this collection may also serve the pur|>ose of promoting

pietyand virtue, the Compiler has introduced many extracts, wlgMi
•iki

* The tcNHMf, in Ma pmgrt* (lirou^ this volwme and tlic Bm|«el to H, wlilH^ wrkli auMcrows inMaueea «f cmupotUiao, in strict CMititnuHjr to |1m< r«i«
for pnmMCinff |irrs|>ieaou« anJ dMani wrkinf cosuiinedl in tti« AjpfKeHdiimim
tht AuthQr*t En|r|i«h OramnMr. Ojr ocouionalljr cxauiiniu;^ tlii* etmftinm^
ht win be eoBfirin<Hl Id the utility »ftiiMoniies , aud be «uail<>(l to appljr lb«M
witb cate and dexterity.

It If proper furtlwr to ulM«nre, tlml the IlMNler and the S(>quel, he»htctic««li.
iae te raw! aecunitrly, and ln««MBtin|f niany Imnonant •entinteiit«, amy heem
•ioarad a« auKiliariet ta tlia Aotlmr^fe Kn^fliVb (imniauiri at pra«tiail tlliiii|iH|
'*'—^ m/(1i« vTMCudift and nUc* eontaincd ii. tliat work. ? ^^^^-^

'

X vtj^ l-^-
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place reliction in the most aiimblc light ; and s\\.\':\* rccomincnd a

jrent vaneiy of moral dutirs, hy thf rxciHonce oJ' their nature,

and the hajipy cflfcls thev produce. '1 lu*sc siihjrcis are exhibited

in a style aitu uianut'r wfiich arc cnlculated to nrrebl the .Atieiiliofi

•i' yottth ; iuid to uiukc stron;r and durable iiniirensiuut «u iktir

•niiuU*
The Compiler Im? Iwon careful to avoid every cxpresiii^:»n |in4

ei.timent, ihui mit^ht grntity a corrupt nund, ui,iu the lvA»t dcp

Ifiee, otVend the eve or ear ol" innocence. This he eonocive* tabf
|*eruliarly incuniltcnt on every person n ho writes for the bf^ncfit

of youth.' it would indevd be a ^reat and happy iinproveoieiil ui

educatiooi if no writincfs were allowed to come under their itotk^Oi

but such U8 are perfect ly innocent ; and if on all pio|)er occasiouii«

they were enconi a,<!:cd to peruse (hose which tend to inspire a due
reverence for virtue, aad nn abhorrence of vice, m well as to mh«
mate them with sentiments of piety and gor;dnes8. Such impress
RKUis deeply engraven on their miiuU, and cunneclcd with all tiieif

attainments, could scnrccly fail of attondin;^ thqm tbrougk \Ue»

and «>f proilucing asoliility of principle and character, that woukl
Ih! able to resist tlie danger arising from future iiilercourie.iwitli

tito world. »*:*.'«?

The Author baa endeavoured to relieve the grave and serkMit
parts of his collection, by the occasional admission of piecef whicli
ainiue as well ax instruct. If, however, anv of his readers sbouM
think it contains too great a proportion of the former^ it muj bft

tome attology to observe, that in the existing publications design-
'^^ bt€ the perusal of young persons, the preponderance is grealiy

Mi the side of gay and amusing productions. Too much attooi*

tlmi may be paid to this nieduun of improvement. When tha
•NiB{^iuation, of youth esperial'y, is much entertained, (hcsol)er dic«

ri of the understanding are regarded with indiU'crcnce ; and
influence of good nflcctions is citlier feeble, or transient. A

^aMMinrate use of such cntertaiument seems therefo»e requisite,

*Aauord proper scope for the operations oi the understanding au4
iib«h(!art.

V^n reader will perceive, that the Com]tilcr has been sdicttous
«)> recommend to young persons, the peru.sul of the sacred Scrip

V lurest by interspersing thniugh his work some of the most beauti*
lul and interesting passages of those invaluable w ritings* To «x*

•vi-v.^,, cite an early taste and veueration for this great rule «>f life, is a
poiiU of so high importance, 'as to warrant the attempt 4o promote
H^AQ every proper occasion.

r ^^ improve the young mind, and to utTuttl some assistance to

^ iltitorst i>* the arduous and important work of educutiun, were* Hie
JDUtives which led to this piuiUiction. if the Author (ihnuld Imt so
Mtecessful as to accomplish these ends, even in a snudl degree-^ he
#111 think that his time and paiiits have been utU emplojfvtt^ jiimI

Iviil deem himselfamply row ai^ed.
, V

• la soiiM' ofibe pieces, tha Compiler iias made a few aUvrfcUotiStciilr% rf^
||l4,t» adapt tlieiii Uie lM*tU;i- tu liie dvsitrn m' liu work. , t-.-. t^ii^*^ ^r i^^^iH^vt,

M̂ k
.*.'A&a4J*rf-^T '^ "^ -tmSi^. i-iv_-. i--i'-~!; A''>:.
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^. . r^^i^i^ ^vADVERTISEMENT, *^-9J^^\A4K\

IT^HE author of the application of the Inflection*, kc. to Um
•• collecrion of reading lessons in Murray's English Readefi
has, with iiany others of his profession, borne testimony to the

excellency c f that work, by making it an almost exclusive reading
book in his school for nearly AAeen years. Indeed, public ta/M
has detentiii^ tlie merits of the English Header, by pronoun^ng
U the beit Work of the kind now in lue. No reading book in the

Bngflish Lanfniage, has a more unlimited circulation, or has done
more to advaace tlie art of reading. The writer, however, always
supposed the %irork imperfect ; in as much ns Mr. Murray's stric-

tiirei on corre: * reading are too abstruse and difficult for Uie gene-
rality of pupilb ; and none of his principles applied to practice ;

they therefore remained as mere inoperative precepts, without tlie

force of examples. The subscriber has endeavoured to remedy
this defect in tho work, by applying tlie acknowledged princlplef

of elocution, by sensible characters, to most of tlie pieces in the

collection ; and Ite has also furnished a Key, for Uie benefit of tit*

pupil, exhibiting those principles, by rules and exampli*«, and il*

lustrating tlie mauner of applying tliem to practice. The Vevntitff

by consulting this Key, will soon be enabled to extend the pritct^

plet to gcnfci'al reading ;—for this purpose, let him, in the ouftsat*

-compare his intended lesson with the rules and examples furt^ishafl

in tlie Key, and witli a pencil, make the requisite characters ; this

•xercise will soon make him master of tJie principle^ and the

mode ofapplying them. Theseprinciples willenablehim to impart to
his reading, the grentest precision, harmony, force aud v^tfietjl

nd give a finishing t tilish to his style of delivery. *?"<:>»(* )j(;r; >»

The work has now received its utmost perfection, an<^ wrjrt
the stauip of its highest excellence. Mr. Murray's selectioM
hi^ been kept entire^ and his order of arrangement scrupulonalf
preserved^ (brin tliese respects no writer could have becaiaoro
fortmmte. Tlte book is, in short, what it always has besQillM
English Reader, with the addition of the principles of EkkcuUoiit
dictating the precise manner of reading its contents. It is there-
lore humbly bat confidently submitted to the favour of a dlwHa^
Mtfnf ouUic, by that public's devoted servant,

M. R. BARTLETl^
|»«^ •fWittyr/j i*tfj»R?fi*r5fc.?,^#i*''s' t'J Urn''-

o*^ ii^b^
v* 'l^i-v

\idi. .m i.'-.jfii ill » !»?•/ «iw— 4i-
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A KEY5

ami BmphMgi to ihearwnmeuUim ^ vlfHUtm iMfiM^

rtW£ infl«ctioni of Um voice are thoM pMulbir
JL wji^ it tainm on pronoi^peiiiK 11 itroiiKly «oi
W<i|9g0rm9kiiig9nece8sanrpaiiae. l>rtlMMtli«reaMt««^
tlii i{|NMivirf ind«, and Ui« ooimto^ Ttieftwtii
«d by a nnall dash inclining to the richt in an aofle ofabc^
4S denrees, Unit ' ; tlie second is marked by the Mune chniv
acft»^lh«^nK to the left, thus \ ^

A^

BSNTENGE8.
niRBCT PEKIOD. '^

Ititle.—-The direct period consistt of tw^
Utembers, eommcncingwith correspondingeoniiscllnNS
ftikpna^ or implied, and tlie former part depMdlM

the hitter for sense )—-at the close of the first tlie iwrarhi-
ift applied, and at the dose of the lazier tko tmti^

Jfiaim^ito.—As Columbia ejcpeets her sons to be hmn^^m
Ibhi^ffsiimes herdaughters \ti1I be tbltious\ o^^

if«%'BaTKn pkaioni . .
"

'

JDit^iRdton Mk^ i)(l(e»^'jrhe inverted period airii^
^o great nMmbersf SlitubriT connected) yet making aeMi
as it nroceeds : it is also capanle ofbeing transposedmm wmh
dereddifect) uy which the dependence of the parts may ba
Jested* These partsadopt the same inflection thataeaadm*
^^j^ direct period. , ,a ^^
. . AeiiMpfe.^At the decoration ofpeaee, in obedieiseelAtw
.lroin^«M the people, the General retumisd his swoed to iln

;iai|iir|i^^^iCaU8e it was in obedience to the san(ie mspccMw
V^»^(lMtmi^

«.O0Sa aEl»TKlfCB. !.::.M4,JV^

^'jikm 0ttd Ruk.rr'The loose sentence consists ofaidl^
oi' an inverted period, with one or more additisinalinem-

1n9% Th(|f^od IB read as in the above examples, and tba
failng'lnllectibn b ap|»lied to each additional membor that
funiiLgood sense*

^i«^.TrAi^you will find in tlM» BiUe aU the Initha ae-

"#»

.ffi-

''-"*
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A KEY. '
k. . t

tifinrj tu btt believed^ m you will And, at tlie MOM IhM^
•v«ry neoenary Uiructiop fur the perfomiHUce at yoiir all|^;
.tfaliPOoL tluirefore, mutitbe tlie ni^of aUyuurMtfaMl^}
'•mtitwttTprove your bettt frieiid iu «tl the jouniey otti)\

PENULTIMATB IIBMBKE. i!

Uf/bMlwH 9nd JttUe^-The penuhinuite nMmber ii tillM
Mnlli or member uitlMBeDteoce but one. Ae the ftaelaMi^
ber takef the &Uin|;, the jienulthnate adopti the rUngMh»i
tidA.Hf -'

;-

Mrnimjit *^he mniI, eonMered Bbetrectly Iram Mb pai-
ioiM» ii ofaremhNiand sedisntary nature^ ; slowhi itBrtiolMii
amllMiguBilUng hi ilB eBeeiitioD\

' V v «. xtetrtroif to thb roBBooizia m^tit.
WMta^^i'the member of aaentence, cbiming the liriBi

infection, terminates with a strongly cmphafSe wdrd| tlM
falling bilectioa is applied ; for strong emphasb ahrayi 4b>
talet #Mi downwardf slide of the Toice.

'Eaimpk,^^ must therefore desire the reader to fi uwm
ber that, by the pleasures of the imagination, I mean tMi»
ofdrtlMtt'mriBe tfomtight'; and that 1 divide them int6 two

.-,.- ;.r,.v .
>.

' SKRIB8. .

'

J^^flMlltii^-^MeB implies that sufccession of sfanllar or
opiHMiite particulars) or portions ofa sentence, whether^ni^
diMible^ triply or compound, or whatever other variety tne|
mjAy assume, which rrequentiy commence or cloae a ' "^

poimd sentence. These may be divided Into

Uitt Tlw SuMoU'Seriui

-i^'-U-'- 81MPI.E SBBIES.
BiJIiiiltOfi^^Ilift simple series consisti of two or mgm

single particuhirs, following each other in succmwob^ eMwr
hi SpnmicncinK or dosing |k sentence. ^^ .V

|{t7iiB'l.-TVrhen the sentence commences wiULtw|kaw«
ticufiiirs, the ist takes tiie\ and the td Uie ' mflejC^oii^ITT

jBawMiiyte^-^Manufiietures^ and agriculture^, gjvo steipiiy eii*
ployment.tp thousands of the poorer orderV
Ky&E i.-*When the sentence ck>ses with two sin^ fnib

ticulars, thie Ist takes the % and tiie fd the ^ ii^flection. -

,JBw»t»te^«—

B

Kample \$ gepenuiy more fordtbis ^||iii|:pf«

cenlt^ 4|r diseioliiie^ - ^ ^
;:

ttui»B Srr-When the sentence commences vHl&lllijfllHii-

^^h« titand Id take the\ and the ad ty^%

;:t'r

>n.
iv«<

'*s
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.A KEY. X
JSgmmpU.'-'rhe hcad% Uie h«ttrt\ nn<l tliu band*', tlMMM

• WcoMtAntlj And actively employed in duinc good^.

fipfiM 4.—When tliree tlnno particulan funn the
drnJi^ieriM, the ist and fld take the % and the Sd tiM '1

tkm.
Hm AMMflt.—•Whatmrer ohaeurifiet involve reH^ioaa lebet%
dlw eaienoe of true piety conaiatt in humility\ wftf'. anddli
• mMo9\ ' '^-' w^

RuLB 9.—^When four single particulara form the som-
'*ammdim leritts, the let and 49i take the \ and the fd aai Sd
HM'InitiCtion.

Example,—Health^ peaoe\ fortund^y and AtaMbVedMl^
tute iome of tlie ingreoienti of the cup of human happineia\

^.-Jlvui e.p-'When four single partleiilars form the cOHchi-
;:4ngieriie%tfaelBtand4U2aaoptthe',andtheIdandidlbe^
...inJiimtion

tSiample.—^The four elemiwtn into which the old phileao-

.^IfheraclMaed the material world, are fin>\ waters aiTt. <^

i

^W^

^ i., :ltui«V 7«-*When tlie commencmc series contains a Wog
iMt of particulars, tliey are divided from the rirht int» peft-

ods of tiiree meniliers eacli, and set off l)y the cash ; the lust

, period ini^ he read after Rule 3, the others after fiHue 4| and
.pddparticuUirs after Rule 1.

£fcamtlepf ft parliculitra.—GoId% silveK-—copper^, k!eB\
id teau » are found in many parts of ttie new worldv
Example of% pariicularin'^She. elkS deer", WidT^i feK\

ermine^, and martin", abound in cold climAtes\
ExamnU of7 jfarlieulars.—The Aniaaon%—LaPkt^yMiS''

sisippi", Missouri\—StLawrenceV Ofonoco\and CNiioyrank
among the largest rivers u|)on the globe\
Example of8 parttcnktrs,—Cotton^ coiree%—susai^y rum'i

^l)9iola8Ses^.-^ph%\ fruits\ and drags', are imjiortea Irani tht
Westifmfie^.
^ Example of 9 purlietdara.—^Love\ joy", peace%—

l

bnj|-aitf» t

''^ftHMjgTf gentleness", ^odness',—'faith^ meekness^ analem*|
perapecr, are t)ie (ruits of the di%'ine 8nirit\

^^*'*Maeitmpk^ 10 pflrttcM/ar*.-^Met-ipnor8\—enigmas^ mot-
tuS',.parableB\—^blt's^, dreams", visions^'—^the cmima% fcwr'l

''4imle\ and allusion", are aU comprehended in Mn Locke^l
definition of wit\ I

^^iRoi^a 9.—When this long list of inirtictdars forms thido*!
sing series, they admit of the same aivision, and aro r^d ac*|

i^raHi^ to Rule 4tli ; bat odd members agreeablytoRw Istl

gram
Blkmplt^ Q parliodam'^Tht prtiductitHis df1Tiiiil.»il
Bin\ fraits",^uye-woods\ metalsr, and diamonds^. ' . I

7
d

,^i.,-^^kM "3iii^Jt))siiiii
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A KKV. V

ExamfU qftpartiaUart,—^Tlic vbieftowni in lliv UiiilfU

iStiitaorAm«riai,areNuw-Yuik\ PiiiiacklpblH', Bulljniiurv^—Baiton\ ClMiiei»ton% und N4t)v-Orli!aii8\

Kmunpk qf 1 parlicu^ara.—The Americani f.xjMift /him
the fisrUie siionisoniidr leagiu^d douiMin, to forciun (Clihii'fl,

[a mriety of lumber^—fi»li\ beef, ])<)rk\—butter, clutesci'

pA flour\

Example ofBpartiadars,—^Tbe soul can ftxcrt i

liflciwnt M ays ; alie can undei*8tand\ iviil',—iiiu

lH*ar^«—feeh, love', and frown\

itaelfinuian

imaginei tec,

iin|irv!iienu8«verv s))ecjt'9 ef it;—ns motiipborM\—^nigm«sV
»ttm', and paraulu8\—fuliiiia', dieainit', viiMou»^,-^tiM« ibn/v

i\ burlesque', and aliu»ion\ v ^z

COMPOUND lERIES. * • <»

i0{|fiui»(m«—The compound series consists oftvi o or ^tnrm
tieccastve particulars, composed of two ivurds (>r ineiiibrniT
* m stntance, nvbich thoug;h not perfectly simtiar, are aulB*'

Ijr so to admit of classification. ^,^

RoLB 1.—All the compound memliers ^vhkb form ikiB<

immencing scries, tiike the ^ inflt'ction, except tiielast,- <%'iiicli^

ikw th« ' inflection.
-

BBMfi|i{c—Tiie 1^'hole system of t\w inteU«^ctual powrrl^^
chaos and the creation^ and all the furniture of fhret'
" *

r, enter into the subject «>f Milton's Paradistj'Lotfr
, r'*

Rule t.—When the compound monibi^rs form {\u f^Hf^
Ridtng series, they all adopt tin: ^ inflection, except the prnul-
'-nate member, tvhich takes tlie ' inflation. ^ • ^ i* *

Smm^.—Notwitlistanding all the paiiw whidi CitwMn

EXCEPl'Iort.

The only exception to the altove rule iii, ulimi thr-sen
lice commences with a conditional or sup^ioititivft. itlimite

for hf that ctse the members take the ' infleciiuu.

Ji^^9giii/^e<.^ Whatever contribuflls to promote the prw^fi-

lies of virtue, and strrngthen the bnixis of hn^llH^rlUHid''

drbatever tenas to Cidin thnVulllfd feelings, nnd r<•^ul:<)l' ^/m
|liMUi)ns% is ilMtdouliti^dly a soure i^f ii;nM'ii...ss\

'

lum

•9
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%ti A KEY.

k B«i when the fiiithftil pencil has dcsignM ^'-k^}^
** Some bright idwi of the master's mind'; ^^^^t ,

^^ . When a new world leaps out at his command',
^
^'?^'

;..'^yAm! ready Nature waits upon his hand'

;

'
'^

\i V when the ripe colours soften and unite",

And sweetly melt into just sliadcs and li^hf ; ^''''^]$^^,

., .When mellowing years their full perfection give^

^; And eacii bold figure just begins to live"

;

^^,: The treacherous colours the fair nrt betray", ' ,.

And all the bright cre^ition, fades aivay\ "-:
.^:J,i^A

??».• SF.R5KS OF SERIESES. ^nw • - i»^J*Bi*I ."it©'

D^nUtan,—Two or more sim|)le particulars, combined
with i%vo or more compound narticniars, and all united in

fowning an independent meniuer of a sentence. convUtute
wlitt in termed a aeries ofseriuses. ^ "*^ieri«!|^^ i •>?, y ife«,*8j4«fe:

"GBfTERAL Rule.—When several compound mcmblirs 6t
cur, cfunposed ofsimilar or opi>osite particulars, and forming
a •iin|Me aeries, they mav bo uividea according to their ik
twva Mto couplets or triplets, and pronounced, singly accord*
in^ to the appropriate rule of the simple seiies ; but 'altogfUier

agreeably to the numlier ofcampniinu particulars in the whole
ptriodf and according to the appropriate nd<s of the cutn>
|»itnd series. -i-.it^^m:-;ii^^ .

: Hxamplt.—For Iam persuaded, th<it neither li lb",nordeatl^

;

or aiigel8\ nor principalities', nor powers^ ; nor things praa-
^tf, nor things to come'' ; nor heiglit', nor dcpth^ ; luu* any
i^bwr creature', shall be able to sctnarate me from the luiriiol

God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord\
'*.*•*>!

..+THE HASU.
Oehbral Rule.—^To those members of a sentence Mspa»^

t by the Dasli, the same inneetions must be applied,' ac-
tlinfr to their nature, as would be applied were the parte

iaioffny any other points.

Example.—In eeneral, the manners of Mr. Henry were
timaaof the plain Vii^iniun gentleman^—kind^—opuii'-~^:an-

e^«ttnd conciliating''—warm without insincerity'—and pO-
witiiout pomp^—neither chilling by his reserve'—nor fa-

tigHkig fay his kxpiacity''—but adnpt.ng' himself without effbrt

to^'cHaracter of hiscompany\ <- .. • v-frv

i:«TKRnooATivE sentences.
/;RtLK 1.—Those interrogative sentenc«'S \> liich are cq|

llllfMced with a v<trb, always adopt the ' inflection.

.^Xwiauife*.—Is justice lame among us, my friend, as well
IB wind ? Can lie exalt his thoughts to any thing great and

^^::
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A KEY./ ^ .^ 1%
Ifloble, wIk) hcHeves that, after a short turn upon tb» il«|a«l

|thi« world, he is to sink for ever into obKvion' ?

liiji.E iL—Those interrogative sentences that comnMiiea
with a verb which is followed hy the disjunc^econjunetioB
[or, adopts, at the close ofthe firstjftart, the' uiflection, and at

le end of tlie second, the ^ inflection.

*<•

[the

Itrials

Ipate them^ ?

RujLB 8.—Those interrogative sentences that commenct
[with the interrogafive pronoun or adverb, always dose wllh
ithe ^ inflection. -^ *-

Hmm^sIm^—Who will' take the trouble of answcringilMia
sstiohs^? How will he collect the necessary evIwHiM^^
lenoe derive his authorities^ ? When adjust aU thecontewl*

.

points^? *;,

KuLK 4.—^When the interrogative sentence consists 4»f4et<^

'members following in succestuon, commencing witH#
loiin or adveHi, all those members adopt the ^ inflisctiuii,

ivethe penultimate, which takes the ' inflmion. *f45

% as are contained in the Holy Bible^ ?

WbBhm 5.—When the interrogative sentisnce commenced
ritii a verb, and consists ofseveral succeedingmembers, thtif
ladopt the ' inflection.

fsomjDle.—Would an infinitely wise being make such a
lorious crf»ture as man, for so mean a purpose' ? «aDlM
leligbt in the production of such aborti%'e intelligences', sudb
ihort lived rational beings' ? would he give him talents tbii
ire not to be exeriedT, and capacities that are not to be gntk

Rule 6.—^When the uiternM^tive sentence presents nf
Icombination of particulars, formiiM; a series ofseriesML limf^
ladopt, according to their natives, both the ' and ^^ Mso*
Itions. The last member, however, upon which tlif ymtiwi
turns, must always have the ' inflection

J!Mtiipfe«---Do you imagine thehours wasted in idle prate
I

tlM4ays devoted to vain amusements^ tiie weeks UviilMBd
<Mr«PMtandparade\ and the months squandered witMi||t

I

end or aim', are all lost in the great account ofetami^ ? m-
wiH^y, Tike an army of departed ^osts, riteto|teif-
rnghted rooniory^aiHl cuudtiinn you^ ? '^f :*,*»

(ii« •^.

%

i- ,-•-

vfi

('J;«. .'4;iV

^ k. .5 .'.* • *._
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ir' ** * AKEY. ^

Ji#a«?*^ MCLAMATIOW POINT.

jGxjfSRAif Bulk.—Sentences and tlieir members folldw<rf

bjitlbiii po\nif adopt, according to their natures, both inllBi^

Example.—If this is a mail ofnleasure^ what is a man «
pain>/ How quiclc\ how totar»ia his transit^! In ^halj
dtamc^ gloom does he sit for everM How shoit',alas' ! b ™
daf of rejoicing'' ! kur a moment he glitters', he daxadei^!

a moment where is lic^? Oblivion covers hism£mo|'l^X >

,HttL«. iwt-rWhen thia figure is used either with or wimoili
the comma, it always adopts the ^ inflection.

JExaspptetw^Natural bisterians observe", (for while I utt in

the eountrv I must thence bring my aUusions') that waW
bitdfl only kave voices\
Know ye not, brethren^ (for I speak to them that know

tha biw^,j that th^ l^w has aomioioa over a u^n so ^mg;as
110 lives • s-.^j-.t-^^*. ''4 •-' v « *"*' T' '^'(i ?;»•»'{ '^ „-•...* r^^.-.V ,.

J had letters fromhitn'^.(hereI feUmmypocKcfyltnaiex*
actly spoke tlm lcing*s minia\

Rui.R ft.—When tlie |>arenthe8is is set off by tba siMQico
ton, Qi»lon« or dash, the ^ inflection obtaiuSii ^-tii' r,;

J JRiettmpU.—Then went the captain with theoflSoen^ and
brought the »poslles without violenctt'';> (for they feared tbo
people lest they should have been stonca*;]h and whan tbi7
liad brought tiiem, they set them before thaeoundl\' ^.ti^

Rule 3.—Thtit phrase or member which intervuietikMl
breaks the connexion of a sentence, \9j wheth^ lonft^ or
short, of the nature ofa parenthesisi and w precededMMlfiri^
hiwed'by tlie ' iiMe ttiom^t*- a:"*©.?. tx>: ij»:jft;^TtJ.v^:Rrt)!vir|- .^;\

d^tithde', your continitcd kindrtess to me\ »• ^j«i

.^ 1^ is alternately supported', and has been fortiMM'
fiml hf hw father , his brotiieK, and his unel&\

EMPHASIS.
^ 'IhflinUhn*—^Emphasis is that peculiar stress of th« roiee
irith' w4iich the important words in a sentence are pro*
iMtinoed, in order to mstingoisMhem from the lessimpo^^iBt
d^rlitt^eomiective particles.

' iCirti I.—Those words and phrased in a senttlnea nMel^
gtand opposed to eac;h other, lAopt the stroDf cniphasHb

.?i'.:Jii2«.-^
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A KEY. * ^^ ^
JBxamj^en,—^Many people mistiike the ItHft of y/kUm Ibr tlM

pradieeotlU
Mmaj iMmmm in affiance wWi, and under the pro-

tection ^ the then mirtrets ofthe worhl.
The wise man itt Nppy when he gttins hh own csteiiii

;

the fool i^'hen he gainii tne esteem of others.

Rule S.—^That word or phrase in a sentence which sug-
gests or dictates the opposing word, mnst take the ftrgiig

tmpfiasis.

BxmmpUs.'—When a Persian tnldier was raiRng ii|ili|<f
Alexander the Great, his olficer reproved him bjr ii3ri%
** Sir, you were paid toJight against Alexander."

Justice, my friend, apjiears to be lame among^ vkl

And Nathan said unto Da^*id, Thou art the man.
BMFUATIC IIirLSCTIOIfS.

Rule 1.—^Whenemjihasis ispositive andaflinnttoniietlifaiigi

it al%vays dictates the ^ inflection. «

Examples.^-An hooett n»it may» iritliout Usmtf risk
his property in equitable trade\ i^

Sir, you werepaid toJigM against Alexander\
1 think y6u informed me that your brother supplied your

wants\
In the perusal ofa boolc a man expftets io^ htinsinseUd^,
Thistreaty seewxi the honour of the United l^tali!R\

RuLirC—When emphasis denies sometiupgi i| aSfrajo
adopts the/ inflection.

i

££»m|i£ef.^---A° honest man may risk his proper^ witii-
out blame, in e<iuitable trade\ but not in gamhlif^»
'Sir; you were |>aid to^M against AlexanderV not ll» 99H

•fh?tir.

1 think you Informed me that ybur broOier suppUiod yiMr
wants\ and not your doting^ffteK;

In the penisal of a book, a man eJEi>ect8 to Im vuthuki^p
not corrupiett.

This treaty^ says Fisher Ames, secures tile lionottr cvfjli

united States^ and therefote cannot com|MvmiiieiC'.
Washington never fought for personal famtff liut'lM^lburii

for th^fmutdm ofhis country\

READING yERfE.
Rule 1.—^That sentence^ or member of asenteoce,wiiidi|

in prose, would, according to the foregoing rv}/^ ad0|lt llio'
innectioiii must adopt it also in portly.

But when old of^ h«s silver'd o'^r thy head'.
1^ WUdu memoiyildls^ and all thy vigoui^ wt^

TImni mayVt thonieek the stillnen ofr«lre«l'.
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^of» tli^biiinui tempest beat^.

dittll an African^ ttian Julm't iMiK,
lllpiiMit€ato'a afwr, and abow^iiewofM

iitiie wantingm a RiHiian^ sour ?

t|l|Qi<, (as jre sometiines lell lUT'i)

there onewho reigns on^ blgh^ ?

gis jif ¥<i you buy and s«|l ui^?

t;-^rhat sentence, ormember ofa sentence^ wli

jiMW|d,j|coordin|^ the fortgoug rulea, reqiainitN
'

mnili^^TB poetry7«iopt tlut same infleedoii. »<-W4

.'.- »*

"IpNMI'y

4 •

^

^t

XXAMPLS8.
IHB MMnteh of ail I survey^,

Illyjji|^theie4s none to disputed

;

From tlie centfe, «H round to^e sea^

H^BI^^iiUBaIsid ofthe fowl and^ brute\

Can you discern another^ miiid'?
* 'm/is*tl^ ettvy^? Envv*! Mmd^.

Tell envy', when sjiewoola anhoy^,
.*rhitthousands want what you fityoy^.

'O^' tristto vtrttleS lost tomanly ih6tt|^r,
.Jbost to the noble sallies ofthe sojid\

^p^^ihilc it fomude t6 be aloni^ r
;g|^«liQai|ion swect^, c6mmimi0n taiL, .^^

,

%f.Imt fmUnS't gUardiaft anget^ andb#Cfii^
Thra nearest Me«e', when otMrs most t«tik»ti^$

,ite., i|i|a«e;«re Ions', »iiall he remote', huttj^ \;,y;,^
ftHr^most eTery kind 4>f verae a<&m »sImH
or ii0ar the iBiddle of.the line, Uie observaiiist #li

|^|sgn»t beautj^lQ the reading ofjppi^tff , ^^ i

Alltmruie'w a iittiesway\
A sunbeam^ in a winter^ day",

|t#IMh« l^roud'n and ml|h^ haTe%
B«t#<aeiiUieeradIe%anatmgraTeV^^ «^ l'^^

-1» ti||e.|iwcrs%, how they run - W
mmo6a\ and iceads', in ahade'* and««> ? ^
ititMwTf, soinetlnicia slow^

;

lV«ire iiiiscesimfcpav^stHey^ .-.^.^inn^ '

itoilaa BfeC So cn^Ottp^leepN # . iX
Eo&b4^-—At the ena of citenf liiie in poetiy; a nsfiia
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AKRY.

Now theplnie mieV^ fra%'h% tnfiV

Gisntif grvvta'^ ^><^ morning fitths^}

KidKngii iwwV Ijcglii fb crmr

;

Dantcir» on thie dewy dale/

Did tvreetttr sounds^M adorn tny^Qoviai Ufl^Mk/

Shan ever mati proriounc*d% 6r ansc^ iung^ $

ad I all knowledge^, human mkt cuVme',
Thalt thought can reach"^ or tciehoa tan diRliei'l;

And had I power'v to give that knowrliMln tArtifi

In ay the speeches'n ofthe hiihhfirur eii|tfr ;
'

Did ShadracVszeaFn my ^wing bfea^li^y^li^y

.To weaiy torturRi^M aifid rejoke iji fireft

tlr had IfaltliVKke that Whicli Ithidia#*,;, * f
VThen Moses g^ve thcm^ miracles ahdhiirT
Tef, gracSoiis CharitjTM mdufgent giteM^ :

Were not thy powers, exerted in mr breair,'

Thoae apee«heii^»t would send up milieeiM
tltatieorn ofUfeC Would be li|tlt wild dii»9i

A eymbat*8 sound^ ivere better tha>i mjr v^|

My laith were foniiV my etoc|iieir«ee
*-'^-^***

. .^ . EXCEPTION.
When tho break between the tktkei Wti

IhomdijPiMiW} which it hmits ^ the aiQeai^i

•nkfi fVbni tn^ noun #hich it modiQea ; Of
from ifte noun which it governs,' no pause can Ins

EXAMPLE.
0*er their heads^„ a crystiil foiuitain^,

^

Whereon a sapphire thrunt'^M inlaid with jmr*
S|^ Amber^,and culours of tlie sliow'ry bow.^

On a sudden', open fly.

With impetuous recoil'„ and jnrriuj^ sound",
Th* infernal dmirs", and', on lliuir hinges, grate
Harsh thunder\

i':-!t['*^

ml

•it

DIRKCTIONS TO THE LEARNER.
In talcing ui> the English Rtnuliir with a view^ «ff.i^fi|>ly-

Ing the primriplesof elocution to the pronuncialiMl offlie lie-

sons, the learner wiU commence mth the Keji and nBalw
himself complete mnster of the iiefinitlons»and rmes^ aud ii-

miliar with the examphis. In the mean time he wnmf exer-
cise bin judj^ment, ny selecting from any other book emai*
piteMinner the several rules and exceptions, and apply tlMa|>-

plt^Plltecharacters*
lOirlittie^mol^ will feel himself prepared toonter

fhi* sei(M:t senteneea, and progreMr tlirough theboolt.



AKKY ^
ilMNikl Im kl^ttii to imurd AgMiuit drtwUitf

Oiiif3 iiUo agiilvlft cxtondlni tho rtiltit ln(ltdl#ii too lilfhi

or Mm Mttny too low ( und be cftmAiIro imiko no puiiio l»

rWnfor||i|ttPi|UDl«MA|iAiiMl»tni^ '

.^

In •piHtoa mtirrogHUvt% mimI Ht thtt (Hsrlotl, tho tomtloiii
•tel tlmlr iif««toit oxtroniot t but tn (fiipuitiionato, MmI «i-

4o plvcoii thvy ihuulU rttiomblo tKt uikduli-

^t fontiy AgltntiHl lukii.

HI fiNio

btfo, tlM jTAt' MTtkulur or'memtHir uti^oukl Imi t^xXh tho
low iMii wnHtt lfieh»«te of (brco npitmHl to tHd ficoiid,

•wmMr Mlv»nco to tho thirds nnd to oni to tho tftit hi tlio

ooMunondng titriiM) Hiid thu U«t hut one hi thi} tlotiii^ lorlos |

iMi wll iNPiMttCtt diiiittx hi uttomncei und adu fo;:^ |o tho

^^i3il«if tpoiikliit, loMont iHonld ho rend tipon thl mid
#i nMi M tho volco. In thii nltc^h, uttoranco wl!lli ooil

wlliiiMdori ond mott j^hsm^ to tho hetiror\(^M tbk
IIm vMce hiiB tho giimtiHit ttrongth, nnd ihott plajf*.

ei|%t^hove boon |mr)iQtttljr omittc^jn Mf^ni

n sorioior )xvrtlcul^ri. to whtph .tho (Mlhig
l» or » «liii|)l(s i)(M*tci ofthitoor ^orfmem*

Ix

.. _^_ the vloio ofa few lOettoni, for t|iO purpli^ 01

nuoQ onply them In nenoll mark, ai a toil Ofllli

Wtho Km^ mid of their apiiHcatioi) to |fi^
'i > } d

*v

- WWW', ^* -
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PARTI. II

ftft *?

CRAPTftft I.

v«;'.' '.'H <

INSOTION &. i
1\lI(iraMC£\ Induflnr^, ami aroiwr liii| ijUJlT
JU lliiMift ar» nslerlal duttos •!Um jfiMiiigS vA
The ttfsquiilfloii^ timahrdjyt', !• Mt •# thii iMH Mflt

able •ceuputloiiiol youths "^
WliMwrar UMfuh or •nnighv" oMtowimnli 'm^mmtmMm It Mijiiniter', In order to their 9Miih§ , wWi jlpp'

IJll|tM«
,'

tuoui yovHh' cnultuilly bnngt'fqrward

the btuit oferenr viilii#«

piwppohilnittiitit^ end dtttrew', ore often ItelfiNgf
fuiie^. . .

''f ,-*.»' 'V»

OfwewWHT*

*#»

C^Me^endeUemtion^Ibrm the rvnum
: .ZVoempplneii' It of e rtHnd netur^f mi
•nanoiie\

In order to acquire a capacity for happinett', It

Qvarjlni ttudy to rectify inward alt6rden\
mak'ver |^ffSet't/»f«ifk# alM the bc^^
wmmmm eagemett to gratfTfW^ ttMuicle<«H4

pleetufcS

A temperate tpirit\ and moderate ewntlnllgmrM
Me<IW*<i^^theBundVinthit iineertaiaM
ttate\

a>p» tor IwiNfwrliig

to

'•»«'

(if«)



Tk€ Bni^&ah Reatkr. Parit

jmlne ofany poisesslofi', b to be chiefly estiimited', 1^
ij/wlttchkcan bring us'iiiitlietime ofourgreatestmsM^.

> j^eniMi who has ohoe jnelded up the government ofliii

, an4 given looiB telji to hit deaireft^ and paniona', cm i

tdl how /br theymay «anyhim\
^..-«.«.«», w. »M.~ , M>«lways most likely to be attainod%

wIrtfefiiellusinessoftheiMjfifr, is tempered with thouf^tAiT
and aerious retreat\ '

He who woidd net like a w£m man^ and build hit house on
the rsdk^, ilil^ll6t oil the #an^, should contemplate human
Hfis', not only in the tunihinf^ but in the thade\

£etiiiseAnttess^ and beneficence^, not ostentation^ and tan*
ity^.tfiraet thetraiu ofvour pursuit^.

79 BHuntain a steadV and unbroken mimtf amidst •ILUw
TIUMiMii^marktagre«fandno6kil^irH\ f
M^vjby iprasenring composure wiikin% reshti th# iitt*

liirMckIrsM&iemakes finom fv«(Miir.

~iiS»poate aSections', even when they draw ilwri

vym for human misery') convey aatisfiiction t0 this

iiM

who have noOnng to give', can often allurd re^^f|»

^^wjiich covers from oiir mght the events of sue*
nrears'^ is a veil woven by tiie nand o(nur€j^,

ft^^ftm^wdon for all the uncertainties oflUtmltY'
' in a weUnirdered mlnd\ a good cfinscieneei' awl a
submission to the will ofHeaven\ < w-*

SECTION n. '
o

fVtflE cM«/'misfortunes that befall us in life', can be tfMod
fjifefcia»ome vices^or follies' which we havecommitted^.

ll^ilt^ lire to survey the chambersofsickness^ and distreB- <

^iWijahiiiM iJlten findIhem peopled with the victimsofInler

,

fiillMlMid sensuali^, and with the children of vidoutl^
ooience' and sloth\
Tq be wise in our own eyelf, to lie wise in the opinion

,;j*,>j0^m'.

iteK^ ami tM<Milto IdHowe^MwdtwK
<•!«> "•-'^^'^^



Ckt^, 1. Sekci Stniemeetr 9fc.

i^ ^mi|ilMl iisiiipcir\ aiifi tlM» niUty wmkkm ofIhjilijdK
ftiigtnto the dfea or«?e#]r ttdV^iS^ Which tl»iiM»W'
tm^ikiBm\ '-' '•••|?^.-'

' vHm ««lenMi< DiiilbrtiinM of lMt% disappoiiitmeiili^^pMjw

,Ka ititioii i» 80 hiKh% no power to gtcef, vo dMmnpio
OiihiMDiahed', us to exempt men from the aSI»Gipi.ofnkpipr

Morrf^Md religioiB iiiitnKtioii% derivct ili*cflkM«\ip
so much from what men are imtgk to Anou^, aa#oia4lMit
IliiSr are 6i«iifAl toyie^.
' He who pretends to great MiMJtJItfy towardsmeo^taad^i^
hai iio fe^g 1^ the lugh o^ects ofrc%W, no^h
mire^ and adore" the great imer of the lUiiveraei', kainim
to (BitrUst the truth' and delicacy of hit sensUiffitj^ ^ v-
yi)mff uf^ mtional^ and sober inquirjrV We havT «|i|^

nshed our principles', let us not suffer them lo bo tmim^
thV|(^ of thelieeutious^ or the caviZi i^the sWpliiia^;

WnM we observe any tendency to treat rsfwti^' Ol'Iftip

iOayinm disrespect: andlevity, let us hold It to j»oa Mi« if*'

dia^^oa |>f a IHJrvejted uuderxtanditig'^or a depiairiad
^^"""^

Every decree of guilf, incurred by yi<4dini( to teinp^

teiiiill^to debase the muut and to wtuikea the geneintH^i

^si|ey<4eqt |»rMicij^ ofhu^
jU«ury\ prids^y and vaui^^ have frequently at

iMtnee in corruptuig the seolimeuU of the ghotf
m\ b^otryN amTprejudice', have in misliidii^^

>l>fthe iwMttiliMfe\ •
. .>i;,

JKIIxed at^ presentstate is', reason\ and religioMViMO
nounce', thaf, generally, if not always', thereismore hapri
nest' than wmry^f more pleasure^ than pain", in the tmm
tioA>olmaii\ . „l > f

Sodety, when formed', requires distliictSont of
diverilty of conditionsV aubonlinatlon of faninr'yaMm
tiplidiy of occupations', in order to advanee tho

'

good\
l^at the temper^, the ^entimenti^, the mo|iili|y% imi' fo

general, the whole coiniucr and character ofliMi^liltt^
endedhy the teampte^ and ^potttionr of thfrpemoMiilidfe
whoii Hiey as80«iW,itarelfecUoo which mtm^Bmi
pMMefLii% a^rovecb^,.and been rahlfiBd amoagAMaipll '*4^

mammohiimiiiimdom^ to allau ofthe trOiii^^^ ^ v:
'^^

t^ &. K ^iA J^T^^ '" *=' *%^
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The EtigHth JUMdfr r ^m^ §

^u V, r. .
Sl^CWONIII,

nnHE d«iire of iin{»rovemenf, dliidDTers « Mbcnl naHl^
JL it w conpeeted Hith many accompUihin9ntar««iMljMiif

ilMieMM!^ e6nfbrB «aM^ afld ft^ediom on tL« nM^i iMd
1^ it ofyen to 6rery«h»8lng iien8atfon\

Moderate^ aad simple pleasures', relish hM with th^pil
mifimvki the midtft of lib studied rdbiementr.tlMlilMh
'iMflmil^iaiei^. .'£4*i«v; V ..TTTT

Qentlcness corrects whatever is offensive fa'OUgartttiWf

ld|||4V^« oOWtanl train orbuoiane alteotions^^atutiMclH^al'

iMJim UiBJburilen of common misery". ..-ji .

That gentleness which is tlie characteriatie of• g* «f Wttft

t#^fJN C^^^O^ **^^^ virtii«r, its seat in the kttart : ^mdP^kt
,l29e4<«w > nopiw* except,what flows from the heiHrfiCMiim
J|»veD<Jiei^ raanneiti tru

. VjiluO^ lo become eitii^r vigoro^8^or iiscfiilV i«|ii|g Jm
lituaQr adivt\: not brealcing forth occajdonally mh a
lieUI lustre^ fiko the btiite ota tOtner : biit f^g&lai'lb iU

...M^k'.Titt6th<tiightof ffa]^'; hoillkethe tixoxmHtmi,
wliidi iolmtlitieti feasts the sense' ; but lilcte the ordimfir

If^, IfrhJcH^urtlT^ the^aif', and reridert It healihIWV
' t'JO^ happlrte^s ofevery muh\ depends more upon tt^it»|p
mmk d|#mind', tha}) iiuon any mt exlerwU circiimttjM^

•

ioAV, more thitn iipon m external llilnhi put tog|Rther\
fr w|^.^^

sitacioh% in no period', 1M im tTfink oUfSelVes i^^fdie

ftom the dimgers whicn Siirhig ft-Oin oln^ poisi^tfit, kV^
^i^s iiild^tfev^^ littalion' they besicr : from youth' to gniy
^iianV^ndihimthepbasardrtothepi'ince\ <

" t,

^'^Hiiilies^ ain} pleasin^s', are the er^uftcmOtatioi^ tocMi^lnil
4iMds\ Yet tliose riches', when obtained'j mayWtjp60U^
««tff#helm ua with imforoseen m^B0i*ie3\^ Tnose pMiMirei
iiN^ but short our lieal^^ and Ufe\ 5 *« *i4 ,

' rii j h i/rn*

• lie who is accustomed to turn aside fi^t>m the t "^ild^iaiMl

iommune with himseif in retirement', will', sem«CimfRi it

Jlmif^kmif thm truths whi«:h tlie mu^iKic do not teU ltim\

lljROflMniind ifistructer will^ lift his voice'« and awalum willi*

ybl^tttft^iloiirt thtase latent. 8Uii(ie;estIon8', woich the^tmiif iMii
overffowered'and suppresse(l\

j[|kmi»emeiH ofteu- beeomea the 6«ni«eM'. instead of tiw

<^'t j^fvoung persona^; it isitien higlify pemi^ious^,;

t paltst for aju.cpiiorttintty ta domwAM « '
'^

fi«t;hisi|ff in^iilk; wishes'':^ artii regri?f,J

iWemm^ iitten^ns' smo barren xt^uh. ,

tt gives a native , UBaSe^ted ease to the bt^haviour^. It is sii-

'ao«)



QMVf^ Seitct Seuiem^l^e.^ M
tUhf kind',and checrftri^ : fiir removed ^Wtm iiMt^jtittfmm
Wbanl fuiiiMntition', whidi doudt the bmm\Jkmf^iim
iita^ptir\ dejects thnspirif. and tcaithes men titllt itmnKBlrii
Ar^MOMsr world', by neglecting the conoeriMi of /Mi^. -

Rev>eal ntme of the aecruts of thv (Vlond^. Btifim/W^
Mi inhn«ttii\ Forsake him not In dnngnrV AMior'llii
Ihoiq^ht of acquiring any advanlagt by liis pr«!Jiidice\

BUn', lUwaut prosntroiti't >vould be giddy' and hisol^ht^

,

atmum t(fietea% imuid be sulleii' or dcspon4i:ntV Hh!|iMir

and iear8\ ioy^ and sorrotr^ are', thcre.rortr, ao blt'iided m nn
I WbTi a* both ro gire room for worldlypursuits', and to rctiUl'

I

lirtMil tiine^to time , the admonitions 4)rcotiS(ri(Hivii%
,

:

^^ SECTION IV. , o*
Ifmim^oiiee nnsf, never returns^: the mumejit wUielii
JL lai^, is hm/or tvtr\ - ^<> j

J
Thervs Is nothing on earth so ttaUe't ns to aysmre ns or iin*

idist^ied rtit ; uw no powtr/id', as to uflbrd iia constant jsro

'';*<

Tbo house ^tfenHmf^y too often h(;cf>mns Mr avcBue In

10 house of mouminifk Short', to the licttUiouS^f m^ilwim
!rvi4 between t}iem\ 4.

ItM of Rfent imp'>rtnnce to US', to form « pn^ier ttHmf^
r kuiaaa life^ ^ wttiiout eitiier loading it uitir imagiMiry

stdft or expectmg <rQin it greater admniagn than it m aHw

XNMnig<i7Ioureorni)>t )>:ifiRions', there i9ii stmof^.and iafi<«>-

ji|tf&^o^n<NcioQ\ When any one ofthem is ad(i)>ted into our
rniily'. It seldom quits until it has fathi>r<ni ii]».in Unjimttf
Wrod\ .

. • ' .V fi -u-

CiUuiljjl^, like the sun', brightens every olvieef on wliich-it

piini«^;a centoripus dis)ioHttiun', casts every cluir«ust«^lMlii

ic 4<Mrke^ shade it will iiear\ , i >/^^
Many men mistake thf /opc', for tile prarlv-e of viftue^ ( Wi^

Iftt nut so mnchfcooii mtm', as tiie/rieiti/» of goodn«niS\ i V
MOnuinu virtue", has a ian):tiagu ttiat s|ieal{s to evei^ h«»f#

I

t^UKHi^iuut tlvi tPorLU\ it is a lam^naj^c n irnth is UQwnHwod'
bVji^ In^i^ery region', i:very ulnmile', lhe/uu7tag«|iiild te

I
IT, IS the sanui\ In no ont sentiment', Ave re ever nuinjhdadl

nnjire generally agrc'«d\ i

decfsitfttl^«i

KrnieJrtb«
tuim^t^'i'iniMits', a^
Tlie man of true fortitude', may be eompiu'ed tothie cmMo^

buillon a rock', ^Uieh defies the attiieks of tii<) surrAnawp
- I

i^iOM



Tk€ EnfH»k Remkr, iVifl.
n^t tha mMi ef a (b«ble and tlttioroiw t]>!rif, to a liiil

o» the aliore^y whklt arary wind ihakea', and cvaH
'nMW pvarflima\ ^

•

Itotliiac b io Inrantisttfnt with seir-pomeiaion\ aa tIoImI

^'

cAltft wnicfa it occastont without^ it geneniUy bringa oq the
plaiiOnata and ravenselul man', greater miaery than ha am
•im on the object ornis resentmenr. . ^_ ...

Tim palace q( virtue lias', in all ages', been renrMaote4w

ivay'.aml to a^rtoiu' attM^
AiJMs*"f ofotkerir, let lis always ttiink the beHr, and^-

pkiyihe 8|Nnt of charity' and candour\ But In Judgln^f
•uriefoef^, we ought to fa!e cxacfand 8evere\

c|f:||l8 lienefaction\ And let hira n'Niproposes his OMffI hub-
pmess', reflecf, that while he forms his purpose', theday i^<^
on% and ** the night cometh', when tie man can work^.^ '

To aenaual persons', hardly any thing is what It ttpptoHto
ktP : and what Hatters meif, is always farther fVoni reality^

thf^ are voieee which sine around tneni'. but ^vhoseStrami
aliliiie to niin\ There is a oan9U6l spread^ where /Mfileii is

III every dish\ There is a eoiteh which invites them Id IV^

l' , but to dumber ufmn if, is death\
we would judge whether a man is really happf^ If Is

;' solely to hw nouses^ and ktnda^ to his equipage^ and hfa
we are to look'. Unless we could see /hrfAer^, and

^ whatjoy\ or what l»ittem«M'y his heart feel*f\ v^^$ftn

iwonounce (tme concerning him\ -

^ Tho book is well written^ ; and I have peruseil it ivith pfcaii-

Ifii' a^ nroAt\ It shows',//-«r, tl.\at true dcvolirm is'ra>

l|f«|K and well founded' ; nexV, that il is of tlie highest ira-

mmiiee to every other part of reiigion' and i%tut/ ; ab(f,
ottjkft that it is most r/iiidu^ivc to our ha|ip(nrM\
-1%ere is certainly re i;rcater fi'li<ily% tnao tu hn able to

laMll.lMtck on a life ur t\ :'''v[' and virtnu'islv enipioynd' ;; ^o
tnMeovr own progri^s hyviHt ,.»<**•', Iiy sii'.*fi tok(>n» a4fX4*if,e

nisttlier shame' nor K>i>'rov>\ ft u,\^i\a \\n\'v{'mv tu In? th^
oaie of those who wii}:). to

}
isstherliist hour? ^vitU roniii^'',

tialiy iqi sucji a frtHiritiro of pWsisitts: idfas', \m slinif Ati)i]Aui

ttMlMlMHises of that tiin*>', ^U\v\\ L< to cb^piMtc! whtifrif iipViiithe

iumlamMidya«i|uiivd'- r*v«»

.:a^'



BRCnOff V. '»

WIAT avails Uioihow ofetlerfia/ UlieHy', toom wIm Itti"^

lout the coremment of hiniMitf^
' H«that€annotUve well (aHto/.CMyaMiiTtiar,) winUM"
INakfled to Vita well Uhmorrai^,
Oan wc tttteem (Aa( lvv\ prosperow', wno isrpkod too

-

UmIkmb which lUUir.'S i; ; ,
>• iana", but which coifMnta IM''.

yrindplea', diaorder^ hia UmpeK, and finally oveneti Ilia nf^'t
Wtj^f , -.1.1

What tiiierv- iinaa the vieioui man aecvethr endiinl^ f«-p,

f U; W Muni are all the arrows of Mjf quhreK^ In
^

rison with those ofifuitt^

!

len we have no pleasure in gaorfnsf^, wemay ^9M.<8^'
r ceoclude the reation to be > that ourpluaauraisal^

redflpom an ifMotiCt auartar\
How strani^iy are the opinioBS of meo attMedTji ^<W'
lanes in tlieir condition^ 1

^

to^thanM'urJor bein|(4kM^iwnumyhnTe
liniadindeilgnsw
auaeaaaluly ao~^

toTeamestiT pursued i but whk^'#! acGOmoBsneos they bare afterWer^ senb.
euM hare<Mca2on^^ ruinM -

'
'^^

JUHmiI >rethe actions which afiord in the lemefobTObii^
itloi|al.sptis6«tion^ ? Are tliey the pursuits oCsenlsttpir p|fl%.

TcT, tbeiioU ofjollitiT, or tlie display*ofshow and yMUfff^K
1^1 lepp^to your heaurts't my friends', ifwhit ybt« tv^d^
1 with vpuMt pleasuce', are not the innooeor, the vUtudiiiV
honourable parts ofyour past life\ •

<n

lAi iirnent employmeDt of time shculd ftvokiailly hAf'"''

t^tboji«bt\ About what are w&nOwbU8i^?WI
V^ioivte.sQope ofour preiMnt pursuits' and caireH^rt*

rejusaiy uiem to ourselves' ? Are they likefyto prcMbic^ i

S'im diat win siwii'e the moment^ and biinc fortb •<
raitf'irftitUiJ'r?

i 4mi^ sttangif', (says an infenious writer'i) tha|
should be so delkate as not to bear a of

ifai tj^house't and yef, by their b^Tiour', I

I thflpMae about them, to WMr the dooitt if'
'and4iBContenr?
wo are now hi hea]th% teaoe^ aiJ safely^; i^QMraliilii
'iiilar oruncommon eTibiaa9ctoureoadM(iif|i

*

can we reasonably looik inrAi this veto iitod

.>lgowllttfe cap thai

wm iiiilliliiv ofourmlnir, not III

i-*.^
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Mmnt' ; and by no alteration of circumstances is it likely te

beriemedied\
^henr the lote of unwarrantable pleasures^ and of¥ieiq|itf

companions^, is allowed to amuse ^roiing persons!', to ongriai
thiiir t!m«^, and to stir up their pnasions' ; tnc ilay ofruin'^—kt
them take lieed\ and beware' ! Hie day of irn^coverable ruin

b^^^s to dratv nigh\ Fortune is squandered^ ; heulttftit ht0-

klti^ ; friends are offended^ HlTrontcd'. estranged^; aged
panfnt^, perhaps', sent afllicteu' and mourning to tne diitt\

On whom does time hnns; so heavily^, as on the slothful^

and lazy^ ? To whom are tlie hours so lingering^? Who afe
so ofleti dSTOut^ With spleen^ and oliliged to fly to ef«ih|r

exitedicnf, which can hvip them ta get rid of theraaeires^ ?

InstHwi dfpi^ducihg tranquiUity'j.indoienee prodtiees a frHlbl
reittessness of niin^;^ gives rise io cravings wfalcb are nenrdr

satisAed^j nourishes a siciclyV cfTeminiiCe deltcacT^, #lich
•burs and corr«|its every |»l«isure\

SECTION vr.

WEI have seen the httsbnnUman scatt^rin^ hn seed mMn
the furt>owed ground^ ! ft spHngs up\ is gatbtired mto

his hums', and crowns his labours v/itli joy' and |rfenfy^>^
7hu3 the man who distributes hhi/otiwie with gc^nerosHy^
atid prudence', is amply repaid by the /^[rtiliCiiiK of theme
tyhom he obl)g(.'R\ by .the appi'obatfon of lus own miod''^Hiid
by the favour ofHeaven\

.: Teniy&'anGe'f by fortifying the mind^ and body', teadft t©
Moppiness\: inttinjycratieerf by enervating theih", endvjgeh^
«lly in miserif\
'
Title* ahd'ancestiy, render a gaptt vkM mOrie Mtatioui^j

liut an t2/ one', more contemptibU\ Viet h ihikniftur,

thdugh in a pfihc^" ; and viWue, honoio^hle^, fhou^ kH a ;

gta^ant.
An elicivatcd genius', employed in litffe thmgs^, ap^>eif^(l6

MSethe simiie otinonginus') like the sun in iiis eveiting dtettlhHh

i^i^.i !ifO remits hi^ spfendmii^, but reitatni^-jofto^ttiflih

;

«i]0!l^Kies moreTf though he diizzles Ims\ ' ' •

^InmuMH pjBta)le\ werie to ask themselves*. WhetlHertiiw
wibiiild eXdiHiigig^efr entire situafion^ with thifjj^diw^il-
v|ed',,(I mean their miu 1s\passions\ notion^, afl'WelFWhilr
jpktliot»\ fortunes^ and diffnhiesf,Wi presume' the- selflbr^,
3bmmon to human nature% Would generally make thiJU'tiii"'

Ijtittiieir own condition\
JTe have ohbged some persorifs^ J—vevv wei|^.Mi«lMl

mma Wteliats inor^ > bnotthe coiiMiousnMirofdttilklM^
^i^lctentrewanl'?

-w"
' llo nttthiiil ydurstelves^ or othertT, bfth^ pattmlktitflkit

.'-^
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Chap* I • Sehci SenfenceSf^c* 2>
giire\ Consult your whole n8t.ure\ CiMisiilrr yoiirseivti

not only as senauivt^f but as mtionnl bcin^' ; not only asm •

UtmatjOUt sociat ; not only as sodatj Itut innnertaP,

Art tliou pooi^ ?—Show thyself active^ and inclusitjtlrinus

peaceable' and conttntecl\ Art thou wmllhy' ?—Show thy
•elfbeneficcnrand charitiihU;^ eondescending^and hin)ianf\

Though religion removes not aU the evils of life^, tlioufcJi

may justly

are heavy laduu\ "

What a smiling aspect docs the love of parents' and rhil-

dren\ of brothera' and sisters\ of friends^ and relations', give

to everylurrounding ohiecf, and every reti rning djiy^ ! W iUi

what a lustre does it gild even the small hal)itati(M)', where
this placid intercourse dwells^ ! where i<uch scenes of heai'UeU

satisfaction succeed unmt«rruptedly to one antit h« -r^ ! ,'

How many clear marks of benevolent intention ap])eai

every where around uh^! What a profusion of iH-auty' iunl

manrienf, is poured forth on the face of nj>tur«'^ ! XVIjmI «
:ignifkent spectacle presented to the view of iniiii'^ ! \Vlii«t

pply contrived for his wanls^ ! What a varirty of oI»j«<ts

t before him', to gratify his senses^ to einpl<»'y im ujulfr-

8tanding\ to cntcitam his imagination", to cheer aiid gUidUen
his hearr

!

The hojMj of future liapp»nes3', is a perpetual source of

lupp
set '•dOTi-;'".

thy sHi^''? O grave'! ivhere h thy vidary"

^ V* SECTION VII. ^ -

'

AGESn^TJS'* kingof Spart}i',beingasked' « \VhatM»i»^ji^ '

he thought most proper for boi/a to learn'," ansiven-d',

**Those which they out^ht to practise when they come to Uvi ^_^
iM«n\'* A toiler than Agesilaus', has incidcated the saowr^^*^
M^ntiment^ : "Tniin up a ckild in the way he should 1^0% and*
when he is oil he will not depart from it\

" '=

An Italian philosopher expressed in his motto', that " lime^
was his iaiaU\^ An estate indeed which will produce no-
thing without cultivation^ ; but which will always ahundantl '}

repay the labours of industry^, iind siitisfy the most extensive ";

desires', if no part of it be sunered to lie waste by negligence
to be overrun witli noxious plants^, or laid out for thoitf ratht r
than un\
When Aristotle wafi asked', <* What a man could gnin bv

'

-•rfefe'
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t^llmg Tifalsehood^. *» he replied", " Not ta be crtetlitcd >\ hen |i«

9jtcaks the 2ni/A\
''

L'Estra^nge', In his Fables't tells us that a number oX frolic-

some boys^were one day watching frogs', at the Side of a
pond" ; and that", ais any of them put tlicir heads above th<;9^

waU'r', they pilted them down again with stones\ One 6?
the frogs', appealing to the humaniiy of tJie boys', made this

striking observation'' ; " (/hildren^ you do not consider^, tln^,

though this may be sport to ^yoi*', it is dtath to us\ "

oully', the §reat stiitesman of France', always retaiqed at
his table', in his most prosporor 3 days', the same fru^tity to
which he had been accustomed in early life\ Me was fre-

((uently reproached by the courtiera', for this simplicity^ ; but
he used to reply to them', in the words of an ancient pniloso-

1)her' : " If the guests are men- of stnstf^ there is sufficient

or tliem^ : if tliey arc Jtof, I can very well dispense with
tlieir company\ '*

Socrates', tliough pnmarily attentive to the culture of his

mtntf', \yas not negligent of his external appeai-anceN His
cleanliness resulted from those ideas ^ order'' and decency",

'

'
' ' ^ ; and tlie care which he took

to preserve his mind frcte and
which governed all his actions^; and tlie care which he took
of his health", from his desire tc

tranquil\

Eminently pleasing^ and honourable", was the friendship

between David' and Jonathan\ " I am distressed for tliee,

my broUier Jonathan", " said the plaintive and surviving pa«
vid" ; " very pleasant hast t'.iou been to me^ : thy love for me
was wonderful ;

passing the love of toomen\ **

Sir Philip Sidney", at the battle near Zutphen", was wound-
ed by a musket ball', which broke the bone .of his thlgh\
He was carried about a mile and a half to the camp'^; and
being faint with the loss of bloody and probably parched with
thirst through the heat of the weatiier', he called for drink\

s unmediately brought to him' : baf, as he was puttingIt was i

tlie vessel to his mouth", a poor wounded soldier', who bap-
liened at that instant to be carried bt hina", looked up to it

witfi wishful eycs^. The gallant and generous Sidney", took

1 am called a robbeff because I have only one small \e8sel^;

and he is styled a con/rueror", because he commands great
fleets' and armies\ ** VYe too often jud|;e ofmen by tlie tj^ett'

ifowr' and not by the merit of their aetionsS

".'C*^.V«±...--*B(A/j'i.^* ft^>,.^
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Antivrrimis Pitts', the Roman Emppror', wnsan amlahle and
{;<x>d r.inn\ When any of liis courtiers attemptid to inflanif*

lim with a passion for military glory'j he UHcd to anntveK;
**That he more desired the prestrvatton of one tuhjectf tlian

t)ie destruction of a thousand tntmies.^

Men arc too often ingenioiis in mnkihg themselves miser-

i
thlc'jby aff^ravating to tlieir own fancy', lieyond bonnds", all

tthewils wnicliUiey endure\ Theycompare themselvok \\ ith

ti<me but Viost whom they imagine to be more Iiappy^ ; and
i complain', that upon them aione has fallen tlie w liole kiad ol

human sorrewsN Would thcv look with a more iraparti:i

[eye on the worlds the\ r ould see themselves surrounded
Iwith sufferers^ ; and find that the}' are only drinkiiiff out Oi

jUiat mixed cup', which Prorirfenrc has i)rej)ared for aU\—**

Iwill restore thy daughter ^^Mn to life', said an east(;m sage
a prince who grieved immoderately for tlie toss of a brlov-

cnild^V* P*"**^'*"®^ *'**^" *^* ^^^^^ ^o engrave on her tomb'
;he nanfes of three peraons who have never niourncd\" The
ince made tn^utry after such persons^ ; but found thelntpu-

y vain', and was 8ilent\ ^

;*f-*.f?5ri;4<:;
-J- « SECTION VIII.

*>

-^'^K

-,!?*-

E that hath no rule over his oien spirif, is like a city

that is broken down', and witliout walls\
A f^ ^swer turneth away wrath' ; Initgrievous words stir

ipRnger\ ,^
Better is a dinner of herbs where lore is', than a stdled oil

nd hatred therewith''.

Pride goeth before destruction' ; and a haughty spirit lie-

re a fall\

Hear counsel^ and receive instruction', tliat thou may^st
truly triM\
Faithful are the wounds of a friend^ ; but the kisses ofan

cttfm^ are deceitfuh Open reUikef^ is better than set-rot lov^
Seest thou a man wise in his oim conceif ? There is moni

ihope of 8/f>o/\ than of him'.
He that is slow to anger', is better thi*^ tb*» mighty^ ; and

be that mletb his spirit', than he that ta) >*ct> a city\
He that hath pity on the poo/^ lendei n to the Lard^ ; that

which he hath given', will he pay him Pd^'^m-

If thine enemy be hungr3ir', give^him urtad to eaf ;and ifhe
be tiih^ty', give him water to drink\
He thatplimted tlieear', shall he not heaK ? He that form-

ed the e^', shall be not see' ?

I have been .youn/f, and now I i»Tn old"
, yet have I never

•eeji Uitt righteous forsaken', nor \mseed l»egging brcad\
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Ttls 1)»*tif>r to hv a door-lsetptr \i\ the hoiiM of tlM Lorcf
;^'.ti><'in to </ireM ill the tunts of u'ickvdiie8s\

, 1 have seen the wicked in great poivcK , and spntadinK
liiinsi^ir like a green hay-tive\ Yet l>e passed nHray*: I

iou^ltt liiin^ but he could not he round\
flappv is the man that findeth \visdorri\ Ltmgth of clays

; is ill her rifrhl \\ix\Y\' ; and in her Ufl liund', richer and hon-
^iMir\ Her ways are ways of plcasiuitness'y and aK \m paths
are peace\

J iow j^ood and how pleasant it is forbrethrentod well toceth-
in uniti/'! It is like precious ointnnent^ : Like thedeV orlier*eri

tnon , ami thedew tliatd<;scendedu|[Nm themotintainsofZio*^.
Th<>! 8lu^g»rd will not plough by reason ofthe cefcf; he

shall thereifure btv m barvesf « and have nothing\
i went hy the field oftlie slothful', and lyy the^ineyard ef

the man void of understandmg^ : vaidtj k/ftt was all gr»wii
over ivit!) thorns'^ ; nettles had coVered it» jbee^ . and tiiestonv
Wall wAs broken do\vn\ Then I saw^. andf consilient it

well^ ; 1 looked upon if, and received instruction\

.^ Ilonouralile age is not tliut which standeth in length of
tiinef ; nor that which is measured by numl>er of years'^:—
lint wisdom is tlie gniy hair to man', and an unspotted l\ft u
.old age\

Solomon', my son', know thou the God of thy fathersC

,

and serve him with a )M^rfect hejirf,and with a willing mind\
If thou seek him', he will he Ibund of thee' ; but if tli(»u/orfai:i

^liini', he will cast thee offiW eveir\

SECTION IX. ,^#

^^leasnrey and \isjoys\

We should clurisii sentiments ot charity towards off men\
The Author of all good', nourishes much piety*" and virtue' iu

hearts that are unknown to us^; and beholds repentance

ready to s])ring up among many', whom we consider as r^
tvbiilts^,

^ ^

''
^

N(» one ought to consider himseW as insignificant in th«
' ^igiit of his Creator'. In Our several stations', we are all setit

/orth to be labourers in the vineyard ofour heavenly Fathei*.
•m-9 ft i • 1 VI A* 1v S • A t ' -^ _ .

"a J .1a-

the Wnrld\
*>



Cmp» 1. Select SetUencest, tc*'": A i^
Thf tott o(prais^ tliould b« preaervrd iiniliT proper sub*

Mrdination to theprineCpUo(dufy\ In itself , it is a usel'iil mo*
ti?e to acUon^ ; but nfien aHoMed tu extend its inilut nee too

principles

ter that deserves our highest attcnti<)n\ For wlicn any eiie

oftlwin becomes either too weak'' or too strong', it endangers
botli our virtue' and our happincss\
The desires and (KisaionsQfK tidout man', having ojiwoIk

taincd an unUmiti'td iin-Hy', trample hln) under their feetV

They make him feel that he is suUect to varions\con}radiet-

ory\ and imperious masters', who often pull him dilTcriM;!

w*ys\ Hie soul is rendered the receptacle of many rcpug
nanf and jarring diRpositJOns\ and reseinhles some barhnrous
country', ctintoned out into different itrincipalities', which art
enntinually waging tear on one anotIicr\

Suided *'hoice\ Intemperance 'engendti-s dist-asi*", sloth pro-
ucespoverty^ pride createsdisappo!ntnient8',and dishonesty

exposes to 8hame\ The unp)vernr;d passions of men', be*
trav them into a thousand follies^; their follies into crimes'*
anu thi'ir rrim«;s into misfortuncs\
When we reMect on the many distresses which abound \n

hunian life', on the scanty propuilion of happiness which any
Iman is here aSlowed to enjoy' ; on the small difference whicfi
[the divewlty o(Jbrtune makes on tliut scanty proportion' ; it

little room is le(t for enyy\ There is more occasion for pUy*

'^.-jf. fwrfrym^,

Its smiley and every object shmcs with the gloss of novelty,
let us beware of the seducing appearances which surrouml
uh' ; and recollect what others have suffered t^-om the power
of headstrong desire\ Ifwe allow any passion', even tliouKh
It be esteemed inrwcent, to acquire an absolute asccndanf,
our inward peace will be impaired\ ButJf any, w hich has
tlie tunt mguUt,Uike eaiiy possession' of our mind' w«i
may date', tttan toat momenf, the ruin of our tranquillity^

»vttrj man hii^ sniiui darling pasaion', wlmth jsenurafjf

-#•,

.;
- 'n:*,

or '\^y (»•>

X
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die beginnlnjs', with scrupulousness^ and rescr.'e\ Buf, by
lopj^er practice', these restraints weaken', and tlie power of
habit grows\ One vice I»nng8 in another to its aid\ By
a sort of natural atHnity', tlie.y counecr and entwine them-
selves together' , till their roo(s come to b^ sprvad nide^ Ai\d

den/overidl tliesoul\ /v ~'^ « ^b*
.

^^

SECTION X. ' *-W <'^*!ii**fc-.,'a^C..:mi-

WHENCE arises the miatru of this present world*? It b
not owing to our ctoum atmonphere^, our changing

seasons', and iacleineut skies'. It is not owing to di6 debility

of our bodies', nor to the unequal distribution of tlie go<

that misery has ftxed its seat\ Our disordered hearts', our
gjuilty passions^ our violent prejudlct^s^ and misplaced de-
sin:s , are the instruments of the* trouble which we eildure\
Those sharpen the darts v^liich adversHy would otherwise
point in vain against us"".

While the vain^ and the licentious', are revelling in tlic

^ midst of extravagance^ and riof, how little do they tliink of
Uiose scenes of sore distress', which are passing at th?^t mo-
ment throughout tlie >\ orld' ; multitudes struggling for a poor
subsistence'', to support the wil'e^ and children' whoni they
k^ve', and who look up to them', with eager eyes', for thiit

-bread which tiiey can hju*dly procure^ ; mniltitudcs groaning
under sickness in desolate cottages', untend^d' and unmourti-

«d* ; many', apparently in a better situation of life'^ pining

#.away in secret with concealed griefs^ : families weening over

''M»«wthe beloved ^ricrwi* whom they have lost', or in all the bitter*

^liess of anguish', bidding those who«re just expiiipg the last

.« Never adventure on too near an approach, to ivhat b *f3*

;, Familiarize not yourselves with if, in the 5/^/ife5< instances',

; without/ear\ "Listen w ith reverence to every reprehension

of conscience', and preserve the most quick and accurate sen-

silulity to righf ana wrong\ Ifever yoiir moral unprcssions

begi;i to decay\ ainl your niitural abhorrence of |^t iff les-

sen', you have ground to dread that tiie ruin of virloe is fast

approaching\ . >

By disappointments^ and trials' tlie violence of dur jMw
( ao •

)
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liie aetlvc' and the suffenn^ virttR'8\ How much soever we
complain of the vanUy uf the uorld^ facts plainly show", that

if its vanity were Uss^j it coiikl not answer the purpose of
salutary disCtpliiie^ Unsatisfactory as it is', its pleasures are
tUU too apt to coiTupt our hearts\ How fatal then must the
consfiquences have beeii% had it yielded us more conqMt
eDJoyment^ ? If, with all its troubles", we are in danger ol

being too muck attached to it', how en<tre/y would It haTe
educed our affections', if no tioubles bad been mingled wHli
itsJ>lea8ure8^ ?

In seasons of distress^ or difficulty', to abandon eurselfei

to d^edion't ^rrics no mark of a great or a worthy mindhn
-Instead of sinkins under trouble\ and declaring ** that bii

soul is weary ofUie'," it becomes a wise^ and a %oodmta/f
in the evil day", with firmness', to maintain his post^ ; to beaf
tip aeainst the storui'^ ; to have ivcourso to those advantages
whidi', in the worst of times', are always left to integrity^ Sad
virtue' ; and never tQ g,ive up Uie liope that beiUr cuiys mfi|'

yet aiise''.
' MiM ,. %P^ki - ^'^

'

'
. >fii^

How many young persons have', at fir9t',set outin the worM
with excellent dispusitiuns of hcarr

; generous\ charitable^
and humane'' ; kind to their friends', and amiable among an
with whom they had intercourseM And yef, how often have
weseenall those fair appearances', unhappily blasted in the
progress of life', merely through Uie influence of loose ami
corrupting pleasures'^ : and tliose very persons', who promiiedl
once to be blessings to the world', sunk down', in the end', im
J>e the burden' and nuisance of society\

^

ent\ Looking forward to the year now beginning", tiieyji
j
l^

ready to promise themselves much', from the foandftfiiMtOk
prosjteniy which tliey have laid"* ; from theJHetuiskijnl^ and
conneximis which they have secured' ; and (ronj the plans o.
eonducl which they have formed\ Alas' ! how fkctitfid do
all these drepins or happiness often prove^ ! \Vbile many era
keying in secret to their hearts', *'• To-morroW shall be aathii
day', and more abundantly'," we are obliged'^ in return It
ay to them' ;

** Poast not yourselves of to-morrovf ; for yeu
know not wmit a day muv bi ing forth''

!"
*v*

*-. -. .. (iti ) .- .
.-.. ...,.^ v...-^'

:,,.*,..

,^^'-v. *^i:^*^Tr:c:;. x-'^T^iV-^'--'^'
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D

NARRATIVE PIECES.

,5 V-- SECTION L -'^^'^

JVb mnt orposHaakna can make tht guilty mind hapipjf*

lONYSIUS", tiie 'yrant of Sicil/, wati far from being
happy'^ though hf) possessed great riche<, and all ths

plMtuR* which wealth * and power^ could procure\ Damo-
clet't one of his flatterery, deceived by those specious appeap-
Mices ofhappiness', took occasion to compliment him on tht
extent of his power\ his lrcHsures% and royal magnificence^

:

and declared that no monarch liad ever been greater^ or hap*
pieK than Di6nysius\
£ ** Hast thou a mind', DrtmoclesV* says the kins', ** to

ifuft this happiness^ ; and to know', by experience', wnatthe
tnjoymentii are% ofwhich thou iuistsoiiigh an idea' ?" Damo*
rlei'; with jor". accepted the ofler\ The king ordered that a
royal hnnqunmo\x\\\. be prepared', and a gilded sofa', eoYernl
With rich embroidery', pkiced for his favouritc\ Side-boardft',

loaded with goid^ and silver plute', of immense vadue', were
arranKe<i in the apartmrnt\
3 rages of extraordinary beauty', were ordered to attend

bis table', and to obey his commands with tlie utmost readi
ness', and the most profound submission\ Fragrant oin^
ment8% chaplets of flowers^ and rich perfumes', were added
to the entcrtaipment\ The table was loaded with the most
•xauisite delicacies of every kind\ Damocles', intoxicated

wiln pleasure", fancied himself amongst superior being8\
4' but in the midst of all this hnppinerr, as he lay indul-

gii» himself in state', he sees let down from the ceiling'^ ex-
^cw over his head', a glittering sword', hung by a smglo
Jnir. ^ The sight ofimpending destruction', put a sueedy end
Itt^ joy' and reveirmg\ Tlie pomp of his attendance^ the
gfittei*%l the carved plate% and the delicacy of tlie viands'

l^i^ase to afford itim any pleasure\
"5 He dreads to stretch forth \m hand to the table^.

^
II«

throws offthe garland of roses\ He hastens to remove rirom

his dangerous situation , and earnestly entreats the king^to

restore nim to his former humble condition', having no dt^in
to enjoy any longer a happiness so terrible^.

^ >6 By this device', Dionysius intimated to Damocles', how
miserable he was in the midst of all his tveasunni' ; and in

iMNnession of all the honours^ and enjoyments' which royah^
cuuM b«stovr\ rilKRO.



CJUip 2. Nurrdtive Pieces,

SECTION II.

Change qfexUrticU condUion is often adoene to otrtMC

IN the day? ofJomm', king of Israel^ flourished thejtri»tili-

et £lisha\ His character was so eminent", and his fame
o %videly spread", that Benhadad", the kin^ of Syria", thoUKh
an idolater, sent to consult liim", concerning the i^sue ofa
HtUmftr which threatened his life\ The ni«;s«}enger anl-

loyea on this occ^ision", was Hazael", who aiifMiurs to hit\1i

sen one of the pnnces', or chiefmen of tlie Syrian courts
t Charged with rich gifts fram the king", he presents hiifl-'

elf before the ]#r^het , and accosts him in termn of the
highest respects During the conference which they hekl

together^, Elisha fixed his eves steadfastly on the coiintenitnct

ofUazaeK, and discerning^ by a prophetic spirit^, his future

tyranny^ and cruelty, he could not contiun himself from
bursting into a l|ood of tears\
9 When Hazael", in surprise", incjuircd into tlie miiim of

this Midden emotion", the prophet plainly informed him ofthe
crimes^ and barbaritieii" whicli he foresaw that be would aj^

terwards commits The soul of ilazael abhorred", at this

time", the VnouglJs of crueltyS Uncorrupted", as yet", by
ambition^ or greatness", his indignation rose at being thought
eapahU of the savage actions which the prophet had men-
tioned" ; and", with much warmth', he replies" :

" '*•«* •«'•'»«" *••

fhv norvant a//oir' <li:it ho slmiihl f!n tiiio irr«>:i

But what

his hearts *' He smote the ciiiidren of Israef in all their
coastsS He oppressed them during all tiie daji of king Je-
hoaliaz": and", rrom what itf left on rec4>rd of his actions", Ita

.... which
deserves our serious attentions We behold a niim who", in
me state of lite", could not look upon certain crimes without
)Sur})ri8e" and horror" ; who knew so little of hiinsi i^, as to
lieJieve it impossible for him ever to be eoncerni-d in com-
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till lit last lie compli'tud that whole character of iniquHj,
ivliich he once dete8ted\ b la i a.

'•;^>**ii;^
. . SKCTfON HI.

Ilamnn ; or^ihemiatry ofpride,

*5A HASUETIUS', who is supposed to he the princc'known
/V among the Greek historians hy^ the name of Artaxerxes',

Raised to greatness without merit', lie employed his power
fold}f for tne gratification of his pa9sions\

}H!CiiIiarto Asiati' •lourts'^jandall tlie servants of the king'
prostrated then»«cl\<;s licfore iiim\ In the midst of tliis gen
eral adulation^ cm person only stooped not to (laman\

8 This ^-as M^'decai the Jew'' ; who , knowing this Ama
"

' ]'. and', with virtu

»r prosperity with
nor did him ret-

rr»;nce^." On this a)>p«'arahcp of disresjM^ct from MordecaK,
Haman " was full of wralh^ : but he thought scorn to lay
hands on Morclecavalone\" Personal revenge', was not suf-

,
4ci«nt to satisfy him\

' 4 So violent and black were bis passions', that he resolved

to exterminate-the whole nation to whicii Mordecai belonged^
Abusing', for his cruel purpose', the favour of his credulous
Bovereign', he obtaineu a docree to be sent fonh', that',

against a certain dav', all the ,^v^\9 throughout the Persian
dominions', should be put to the sword\

^midnrcpared', " he went forth i/mf day joyful', and with a
Jgliw[%i^rt\" But b«'ho!<l how slight an incidenf, was suffi-

cient to poison his joy^ I As he went forth', he saw Mordecai
m the king's gate^ ; and obsorvrd', th.j't he stlU refuse'd to do
liimUomage\ " Fir stood not up', nor wms moved for him' ;"

although he well knew the fony\ivlahlc designs', which Haman
^'Vras preparing to <'X<'cule\ ""^^ ('

,' 6 One -»"ivatt» ui?ii)', who di'spisod hh j^r(s'itne8s\ and dis-

trtaihed suiiniission , wl<.i!« a ^vjiok- kingdom trembbrd before
*titm'; one spirif, whieh th«' ii<nio<?f stretHl of his prtwer

%)Uld neitJuT subdiin* nor Ininilt!*'', blasted his triumphr.'



I i\» whob soul was aliukcn w itli a storm ofi)ussioii\ Wra|)iV
pridc\ and desire of r«vengt'.', rose into fury\ With diflituk,

ty he re8lnun«^d hiuisoif in public^ ; kit as soon as he caiperto

his own houM)', he was forced to disclose the agony ttfiUli

niind\
7 H« gathered together his friends^ and family^, with Ze> -

rush his wife\ " He toUl them of the gh)ry of his riches^, ai4
the multitude of his children', and orall the things wherein
the kins had promoted Iiim^ ; and how he had advanced him
above the i)rinces' and servants of the king\ He said', more-
OTeK, Yea , Ksthci the queen% sufl'ercd no man to come m
witli t}t«^ king', to tlie banqmt that she had prepared", but
mj'self

'

; anato-morrow also am I invited to her with th«
king\" After all this preamble", what is tlie conclusion^?
** Yet ail this a^aUeth me notliinj^, so long as I see Mordecai
the Jlew", sitting, at tlieking^s gateV

templating only the singular situation, in wnicii tl

sionsjust mioted present liim\ and tiie violent a^itii
•^^ftWK^ «bI<«*.<vLk Al««kw ^4«r*»^l th «-t' 4 l« <^ f^%l la I >• »« fWk •«<& 11 a^ «>^laV W«<

tlie expres-
itionofhis

in the absence of
gtm&ry woea^ \

is thus prone to form to itself wu*

^^ ^*-^vi,

i».^wtF^ pi^^^,m .i-)S-'
SECTION IV.

Idttdij Jane Gra^i,

THIS excellent personage', was descended from the roy-
al line of England by both her parent8\ She was cai^

mLy u short perkxi oa
this staffe of beings ; for", in early life^ she fell a sacrifice to
the wild ambition of the duke of iNorthumberland' , wha
promoted a marriage between her and his son', lord Gidl(cNr4
Dudley' ; and raised her to the throne of England', in oppo-
sitM>n to the rights ofMary' and £lizabeth\
S At^Jie time of their marriage', she was only about eigh

teen years of ci^e^ ; ana her husband was also very youngs : a
season of life vary unequal to oppose tlie interestea viewt of
aitfiil and aspiring idcq' , who', instead of exposing ihem 1a
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danger', nhoiild have been the protcctun oftheir ionocmot'
Md yoiith\

,

.^ S This extmordinarT young person^ besides the'solid en-
doifDicnts of niety^ ana virtue, possessed the most en|;aginc
dls|K>sition', the most accomplished parts^; and being of
an equal ago with Icing Edward Vr. she had receiveu oil

her education with him', and seemed even to possessa Kre>t-

er facility in acquiring every part ofmanly^ano classical uten*
turo\
4 She had attained a knowledge ofthoRoman^ and Greek

languacef!;', as well as of several modem tongues^ ; had passed
iniMt of her ^me in an application to learning' ; and expressed
a great indiilerence for other occupations^ and iMnusementB'
iiiiial wiUi her sex' and stations

5 Roger Ascham', tutor to the lady Elizabeth'^ hatrlnK at
•^ne time |)aid her a visif, found her employed m reaoung
Piato', nnile the rtst of ttie family were engaged in a party
of h tinting in the park^ ; and upon nis admiring Qie singularity
of her choice/, she told him', that she " received more plea-

sure from that author', than others could reap flrom all tiielr

,fporf and gaiety\"
6 Her hearf, replete with this love of literature^ and sen-

our studies', and with tenderness towards her husbandT, who
was deserving of her affection'^ had never opened i^lfto the
ilittering allurements of ambition^ ; and the information of
hf^r advancement to the throne', was by no means agreeable

to her^. She even refttsed to accept the crown^ *, pleaded the
preferable right of the two princesses^; expressed her dread
of tho con&equenccs attending an enterpnse so dangerous',
not to say so criminal' ; and desired to remain in that private

station in which she was bom\
7 Overcome at last with the entreal%es\ rather than re«i-

..^ig^njf^, of her fatlier^ and father-in-lavT', and', above aHI', ofher
tiuthond'f she submitted to their will', and was prevailed on

,f, to rd&Miuish her own judgments But her elevation was of

very idiort eorUnuanceS Thu nation declared for queen
ll«ry^ ; and the lady Jane', after wearing the vain pageantry
of a crown durii.t; ten days', returned to a private life', witn

mnch more satisfaction', Uian she felt when royalty was ten

94^ ifered to her\

g

8 Qucen Mary^, who appears to have been incapable ol

„ ^nerosity^ or clemency', determined to remove every per^

%.*aon% from whom the least danger could be appreh^ncicd\

Warning was', therefore', ^iven to lady Jane to prepare f(»r

do nth^ ; a doom which she nad expected', and wnicn the in-

aeccnee of her Ufe\ as well as the misfortunes to whieh she
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had been exposed''^ rendered no unt^elcome news to hei^

9 The queen's bigoted leaK, under « olour ottendtr mtr€$
to the pnsoner^s aouK, induced her to tend priest*', wIm»
molested her with perpetual disputation^ ;and eren a reprieTe
of Uiree days was granted her', in hopes that she would be
Ersuaded% during that time', to pay', l>y a timely convertkNi

popery, some regard to her eternal welfare^.

10 Lady Jane had presence rf mind', in those melancholy
circumstances', not only to defend her religion by solid argu-
ments', but also to writo a letter to her sister', in the Greek
language' , in which', besides sending her a copy of the Scrip-
tures ui that tongue^ she exhorted her to maintain', in ercry
fortune', a like steady perscver};nce\

11 On the day or her execution', her hiwband', lord Qml
ford\ desired permission to see her^ ; but she refused her con-
sentvand sent him word', that the tendcm(*M of their oart*

ing', would overcome the fortitude of hUhi" ; and woula too
much unbend their minds from that constancy', which their

approaching end required of tliem\ Their separation', she
said', would be only for a momenf , and theywould soon re-

)oin each other in a scene', where their affections would be
forever united' ; and where d€ath\ disappointment^ and mis-
fortune', could no longer have access to them', or disturb their
eternal felicity\

IS It had l>een intended to execute the laclr Jane^ and lord
Guilford' together on the same scaffold', at Tower hil^ ; but
the council, dreading the compassion of the people for their

youth'. beauty\ innocence\ and noble biith . changed their

ordenr, and gave directions that the should be beheaduedwith-
in the verge of the Tower\

IS She saw her husband led to execution^ ; and', having
given him from the window some token ofher remembrance^
uie waited with tranquillity till her own appointed hour
should brine her to a like fate\ She even saw his headle^
body carried, back in a cart^ ; and found herselfmore oMdMii-
ed by the rejwrts which she heard of the con^an^ (^hii
end',tlian shaken by so tended and melancholy a specticte^

14 Sir .^ohn Gage', constable of the Tower% When'hfrM
her to execution', aesir*:!d her to bestow on hun some small

Sresenf, which he mieht keep asa perpetual memorial ofhiei^

he4gave him her table-booV, in which she had just irrStten

three sentences', on seeing her husband's dead body^; one iq

Greek\ another in Latin , a third in English^.

15 The purport of them was', ** that human justice was
aganist his MdV* but the Divine Mercy would be lavouraUa
to his «oll^,* and that if^ (ault deserved pimishmenC, hef

:,'<i;-.\.i.iA4t«.-J-\.v.tl
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yottf/k^ at Uat^ and her imprudence^, ivcre ^vortbr ofexcuse^

;

andtllat God*^and posterity^, she trusted^ would show her
favour^." On the scaftbld', she made a speech to tlie by-ataud-

en^f in which the mildness of her disposition", led her to take
the blar^A entirely on lierselP, without uttering one complmnt
agsdfist the seventy with which she iiad been treated\

16 She said", that her otfence was", not tfiat she had hud >

her hand <ipon the crown", but thatsiie iiad not rejected it

nith sttiHicient constancy^ ; tuat she had less erred through
ambition', than through reverence to \\cr parents", whom she
had been taught to respect" and obey^ : that she willingly re->

ceiyed death"} as the only satisfaction which she could now '

make to the injured state*" ; and tliough her infringement ol *

the hkivs had been constrained', she would shoV, by hervoU
unt»ry submission to tlicir sentence', that she was desirous to
atone for that disobedience", into which too much filial piety -

had betaraycd her^ : tliat she had justly deserved ttiis punish
menf, for being made the instniinenr, though tlie ununUing >

instrument", of^he aniliition of others" : and that the story ol : v

herlWe", she hoped", might at least be useful", by proving that i

innocence excuses not great misdeeds", if »hey tend any way ^'?

to the destruction of the commonweaitli\ a^-h
17 After uttering these words", she caused herself to b«r4^

disrobed by her women", and witii a steady", serene.couute- .

»

nance", suumitted herself to tlie exeOtitioner\ :.; k^^^uME.

SECTION V. ^"^
*^-:~-"^^'r^-^£ •^YT^'**^^

Orlogrul:orylhevanifyofncJi4iS, ^^,. «^4 5-#?i ,4-.;.

TM,lv&{ic»iterin|; his palace*"

ft Ortu«ral mingled with tlie attendants*'; and being suj*. W
poied l» have some petkion for tlie viziei-", Avas permitted f
enUT\ He surveyed the spaciousness of the apartmentsv fl

admiied the walls hung with golden taijestry\ and the floors ?^

covered with silken carpets" ; and despised tiic simple neat- ^
ne(» of his own little hai)itation\

S ** Surely"," said he to himself, " this palace i%.th$) seat o
hawiness" ; where pleasure succeeds to ple^isure",, and. disF*

coment^ and sorrow", can have no adniission\ Wliatovcr na*
tuie hat provided for tlie deligtic of sense', is here spread forth
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to be enjoyed\ ^Vhat can mortals ho|>c^ or imagiiM"'; which
the master of this palace^, has not obtained^ ? The dwhes of
•uxury^, cover his tablc^ ! the voice cf [xKrmimYt lulls him In

his bowers^ ; he breathes the fragrance ofthe groves of Java^

is thy condition^ who art doomed to tlie perpetual torments
of unsatisfied desire' ; and who bast qo amusement in Ihy
poweK, that can withhold thee from thy own reflections^ ! •.

5 They tell thee that tliou art tme^ ; but what does toi»d&M
avadl with poverty"' ? None will flutter the poor' ; and the wiae
have very little power of flattenng them'selve8\ That man is

surely the ijiost wvelched of the sons of wretchedness', who
lives with his own faults^ and follies' always before him' ; and
who has none to reconcile him to himself by praise" and vene-
r<ition^. I have long sougiit content', and have not found it^

;

I will from this moment endeavour to be rich^."

6 Pull of his new resolution', heshtit himselfm his cbam*
ber for six months', to delif)prate hmo he should grow rich^

He sometimes purposed to ofTer himselfas a counsellor to Oiie

of tlie kings in Inaia' ; and at others resolved to dig foi dia-

monds in the mines of Golconda^.
7 One day", after some hours passed in violent fluctuation

of opinion', sleep insensibly seized him in his chRir\ He
dreiimed that he was ranging a desert cou'try", in search o^
Bnmik nn(i> t-hnt mio*lif tt>nrh hitvi in trvniv r\iA\^ > nnn^ ns hA btrtnfl

perjilexity" ; listen to thy father'' ; turn thine eye on drt-'Q'jpOK
^ite moiintainV

8 Orto;];nil looked', and saw a torrent tumbling down the ^^pi^
rock8\ roaring with the noise of thunder', and 8catteriDB4tt^

•'4br>v

foam on the impend! rjg wo«ds\ *'lNow'," said lun^moier.
**beh()lJ the vall*'y that lies between the hill8\^ Ortogru!
looked', and «sni«'d a little well', out of which issued a small
rivulet\ « Tfll mo', now'," siiid his father', * dost thou wisJi
for suddt»n afihience'. that miy pour upon thee like the nrM)uii-

tiin torrenf : or for a alow and gradii d increase', resembnii|{
the ril^ltding from th<^ Wfll' ?"

9, "Let me ho quirMy rich'," s'u<l Oitop-ur ;
** k*t tltelgcA-

ddn str^am Ue quick'and vioU'nt\" " J^o(»k round thee'," said
his father', "Om:e again\" OrJogvul looked', and pereeived
tlie channel of tlie torrent dry ami duntv" ; but following tin
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rivulet from the w^ll', he traced it to a wide lake^ which the
•upply', slow and constant', kept alwaj's full\ He awoke",
and witennined to grow rich by silent profif, and |iersever-

ing industry\

to this mansion he invited all the ministers of pleasure^ t^x-

pecting to enjoy all the felicity which he had imagined rickeg

able to affonr. Leisure soon made him weary of himself,
and he longed to be persuaded that he was great' and bap«
py^. He was courteous^ and liberal : he gave all that ap-
proache4 him% hopes of pleasing him^ and all who should
vUate him', hopes of being retoarded^. Every art of praise',

was tried', and every source of adulatory fiction'^ was ez-
hauflted\

^ .11 Orto^ul heard his flatterers without delighf, becausv
he found himself unable to believe them\ His own heart

sigh', * have 1 been labouring
at last is useless^ ! Let no man hereafter wish to be rich\ who

, IS already too wise to be flattered'.'* dr. jounson
*^ ^

^^ SECTION VL
.

'*^
' JlieUiU ofScience.

f'TN that season of the year', when tlie serenity of the sky'.

JL the various fruits which cover the ground', the discoloured

SSSi'toto^ountry', till curiosity began to give way to weari-

ssH' ; and I sat down on the fragment of a rock overgrown

ifh moss' : where the rustline ofthe falling leaves\ the dash-with moss' ; where the rustling

fora any conception of\ Itwas covered wth a multitude oj

lMMit^le% chiefly youth', mjmy ofwhom pressed forward i^ith

the Bveliest expression ofardourin their ccuntenance , though

4he way was', in many places', steep and difficoRX

,> 8 I observid', that t&ose', who had just begim to crunb the

^^ thotfght themselvej not far from t|ie top^ ; but a* tliej
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(miceedftd% n«w hills were contlnuBlly rising ^ Uieir vtew^

,

and the summit of the highest they could before discern^
leemed but the foot of anotbcK, tilt tlie mountain at Vunitf^

appeared to lose itself in the cloiids\

4 As I was gazing on these tilings with astonishmeatf,

»

friendly instructer suddenly appear^'' :
** The mounUun Im-

fore thee'," said he% "* is the Hiirof Science'. On the topTi is

the ten*ple ofTruths whose head is above the clouds^, ana •
¥eU of pure Hsht covers her face\ Observe the progress of

her votaries' : be silenf and attentive'.**

9 After I nad noticed a variety of ol>ject8^, I turned my
eye towards tiie multitudes who were cfimbing the steep «•
centr^ and observed amongst them a youth ofa i|vely^took\ a
gierang evef', and something fiery and irregular in all Ills Hio*

ons\ His name was Genius'. He darted like an ea^ up
the mountain^ and left his companions gaung after him wito
envy' and admiration' ; but his progress was unequal, and
interrupted by a thousand caprices'.

6 When Pleasure warblea in the valley, he mingled m
her train'. When Pride beckoned towards the jireciitloe^.

he ventured to tlie tottering edge'. He delighted va devious
and untried paths^, and made so many excursions from th«
road^ that his feebler companions often outstripped him'. 1

observed that the Musea beheld him with partiality' ; but
Trvih offen frowned", and turned aside her face'.

7 While Genius was thus wasting his strength in eccentric
flights', I saw a person of very different appearance', mnnid
Application'. He crept along with a sloiv and unrenrfttilig

pace", his eyes fixed on the *op of the mountain', patiently
removing every stone that obstructed his ^ve^. till he saw
most of uiose oelow him'', who bad at first derided Ills slow'
and toilsome progress'.

8 Indeed', there were few who attended the hill with
equaf and uninterrupted steadiness' ; for", besiues the dMfif^
cultles of the way', they were continually sollcitea ta4u^
aside', by a numerous crowd of Appetites', Pa8sief#, aiMi
Pleasures', whose importunity", when once ceitopMed wHh",
they became less and less abl« to resist' t and though they of-
ten returned to the path", the asperties of the road were
Wiovy severely felt' ; the hill appeare>x more steep" and rug
ged'i the fruits', which were whol^iomc' and refreshing,
seemed harsh' and ill tasted' ; their sight grew dim" ; anil
their feet tript at every little obstructioir. v'^

9 1 saw^, WAth some surprise", that tiie DfusesT, wboie bu*
siness was to cheer' and encouraged thoue who were loilinf

up the AMenf, would often sine in the bowers of Pleaiurar

^*t29
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ami ttccomptny those who were enticed away at the c^U of
the Pa88ions\ They accompanied them', howevei-', but a
l!tCS» way^ ; and always forsook them when they lost siglit of

10 Amongst the innumerable seducers', who were endear^.
ouHiig to draw away the votaries ofTruth from the pa^ of
vieno/, there was ane'f so tittle formidable in her appear-
ance\ and so gentle and languid in her attempts', Uiat I shoidd
w^afcdy hare taken notice of her', but for the numliers she
hsd imperceptibly loaded with her chains\ '^^

j;

11 uiitoience', (for so she was called',) far frdtii proceeding
to (>]>en hostilities'^, did not attempt to turn their feet out of
tl^^ic^', but contented herself vfllh retarding their pro-
crj^ I ttnd the purpose she could not force tliem to aoan-,
uon'.sh^ persuaded them to delay'*. Her touch had a powf
er like that of, the torpedo', which withered the strength
of those who came Witliio its influence"". Her unhaopy cap-
tives still turned their faces towards the temple', and always
hoped to arrive there^ ; but the ground seemed to slide from
beneatA their feet^ and they found themselves at the bottom^
before they suspected they had changed their placeV , , ,

-
£^

12 The placid serenity', which at first appeared in their

countenance', changed by degrees into a melancholy lan*<

p^pengers are awakened by the shock', and the next me^^
neot buried in the gulf of dl)livion\

^^

^1^ Of all the unhappy deserters from the paths of Science'^,

.none seemed less able to return tixan the followers of Indo*

^ eteape.
doience', wa<3 constant* and-unrcmitted^ ; and seldom resisted'

tiU resistance was in vain\ »!

14 After contemplating these things', I turned my eyes tcf •

Wards tiie top of tiic mountain', where the Vir was always
pfiin^ and exhilarating', the path shaded with laurels^ andev^^
ei^reeiiii,\and the effulgence which beamed from the faee 3f
SoHieiir', turned to shed a glory round her votaries\ Hap-
mfff sad r> are they who are permitted, to ascoHi the moun-'
iain> ! But while I was pronouncing th s exclamation', witti

" "
" "^^ ~>«
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uncommon ardoui-', I saw', standing beside me', a (bnu of
diviner fciitures", and a mure benign radiance\

15 "Happier',*' said she',** are theywhom Virtue conduetV
to the Mansions of Content\" **Whaf." said I', ** does Vir^
tue then reside in the void' ?" '* 1 am found'," said she', ** in tile

vale', and I illuminate the mountain\ I cheer the cottager
at his toif, and inspire the sage at his meditation\ 1 mii^Ie
in the crowd of cities', and bless the hermit in his cell\ I
have a temple in every heart that owns my influences^ and
to him that wishes for me', I am mri^ady present^. Scieilee

may raise thee to eminence' : but J alone can eiude these to

felicitf*
16 While Virtue was thus speaking', I stretched out nty

arms towards her', with a vehemence wluch brudie my rium-
ber\ The chill dews were falling around me'« and tfa^ shadet
of evening stretched over the landscape\ I hastened home-
ward' , aiid resigned the night to silence' and meditat40ii\
^-

. AWSII-
SECTION VIL

The.
iBIDAl

:m0i-->-

O'
lejoumej/ ofa day ; a picture ofhuman lift,

lU', the sou uf Ab''nsina',left the caravanscaravan8era>ear^
ly in the moiTiing', and pursued his journey throiMfli

the plains of Indostan\ He was fresh' and vigoroin wrai
rest^ ; he was animated with hope ; he was incitea by desire^ {

he walked swiftly forward over the values', and saw the
hills gradually rising before him\
% As he passed along', his f<)ar3 were delighted with the

morning song ofthe bird ofparadise' ; hewaarannedhy thelait
flutters of the sinking breeze', and sprinkled with dew iilNMii

croves of spices\ He sometimes conternplatedfthe low^prbq^
neight of the oak', monarch of the hills'; and sometiBOMS.
caught the gentle fragrance of the primrose', eld^dBLti^tcf
of th«t spring'' : all his senses were gratified', and idl care waa
fished from his heart\
V s Thus he v/ent on', till the sun approached his m«f4J|mi^
and the incre?ised heat preyed upon his s^n|^'^|Jhi#ltai
looked round about him for some more comKHwi^ttt pati *•

He iNiw', on his right liand', a grove tha.. seemed to wave ill

shades as a sign of invitation^ ; ne ei^red it', and folmd the
coolness^ and verdure' hresistlbjy p easant\
4 He did nof, however^, forg.it whitlier he waa tnivel-

Hng^ but found a narrow way', bordered with flower^, wlueli
appeared to have the same direction with the maiDroad*>;
and waft ple^M', thaf, by this happy experiment, li» had
found meai#to unite pleasure^ with ousiness'^ and to^aiil IIm
rewardi oldfiigenceT without suffering its laligufs#.

.^'

-.t's. ..iaSr.JS **0.
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'ft U«% UMirofore', still continued to walk for a timo% with
•ut the least remission of his ardouK, except that he waft

MOietames tempted to stop by the music oftne birds', which
the heat had assembled in the shade' ; and sometimes amused
himself with pluckinjg the flowers that covered the banks oo
each nde^, or the fruits that hung upon the branches\

6 A^ lasf, the green path began to decline from its finl
tendency', and to wind among hills^ |ind thickets', cooled
with fountains', and murmuring with waterfalls\ Here
Olndah paused for a time', and begun to consider whether it

were longer safe to forsake the known and commoc track^

;

but rememberine that the heat was now in its greatest vio-'

lence', and that me plain w^as dusty^ and uneven', he resolved,

to p ursue the new path', which he supposed only to make a
few meanders', in compliaiice with theirarietiesofthegrt unil^f

lAid to end at last in the common road^.

7 Having thus calmed his solicitude',he renewed his pace^V
though he sus]>ected tliat he was not gaining jnround\ This
uneasiness ofhis mind', inclined him to lay hoM on everynew
objccf. and give way to every sensation that might sooth' or
invert him\ He listened to every echo^ ; he mounted everr
bill for a fresh prospect^ ; he turned aside to every cascader,
aodpieased himselr with tradnc the course of a gentle river

that rolled among tlie trees', ana watered a large re^^on wiib
innumerable circumvolutions\

8 In these amusements', the hours passedaway unaccount*
ed> ; his deviations had peq>lexed his memory', arid he knew
not towards what point to travel\ He stocM penavc^ and

. confti8ed\ afraid to jgo forward', lest he should go wrong^, yet
consdoiu th«t the time of loitering was now past\ While he
was thus torturfd with uncertainty', the sky was overspread
wHh clouds^ ; the day vanished from before him' ; and a sud-
deQ tempest gathered round his head\

9 He was now roused by his danger', to a quick and pain-
"^ ^reiD'^mbrance of his fofly^; he now saw how happineu !•

ibSTirlsrhiaB ease is consulted^ ; he lamented the unmanly im-
patienceunprompted him to seek shelter in the groveT ; and
despised tiie pet^ curiosity that led him on from trifle' to tri-

de\ While he was thus reflecting, the air grew blacker^, and
a dap of thunder brokp Un meditation\
4.IQ He now resolved to do what yet remained in his pow-
M^y-to tread back the ground whidi he bad paspassed', and tnr

tnuMHiilUty't and pressed on with resolutioil^ The bsaiti 9t

'WM
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ttie de&crt were in lnotioll^ and un every hand were tieani

the niinsJud howls ofrage^ and fear', and r9vaft-</ arid exf)in>--

ti'>n\ All the horrors oT darkness^ and solitude', a^j rvtihdeit

him^: the winds roared in the woods' , and the torrentv tiusi*

Ued from the hills\

11 Thus forlorn^ and distressed", he wandered throv^^ the
wild', without knowing wliither he was ii;oin)i;', or whetli^r
he was every moment drawing nearer to safetj'', or to d«i*

tCruction^. At length', not fear, but labour\ liegan to over-

come him*^ ; his breath grew shorf, and his knees trembled^

;

and he was on the point of lying down in resignatiiKi to hit

fate', when he beheld', Uirougli the brambles', the glimmer of
a taperS
'' It He advanced towards the lighr : and Anding that itpro-
ceeded from the cottage ofaherm:t',he called humbly at the
dooK, and obtained admis9ion\ The old man set before film

such provisions as he had collected for himself, on wliich

Obidah fed ^vith eagerness' and grat?* de\

been
which t never saw a man before\" Obidah then relaUil

the occiurences of hisjoume}'', without any concealment or
paUiation\

14 ** Son'," said the hermit', ** let the errors' and follies'.

gaiety' and with diligence', iind travel on a while in the direct

foad ofpiety', towaras the mansions of rest\

f 15 In a snort time', we remit our fervour', and endeavour
to find some mitigation 6f cur duty', and some more cttiy

means of obtaining the same end\ We then relax our vie-
ouK, and resolve no longer to be terrified with crimes a|t*«Ul-
tance' ; but rely upon our own constancy, and venture to
approach what we rasolve nc er to touch\ We thus ei^t^ir

the bowers of ease', and repose in the shades of sccMrity\
>^ 16 Here the heart softens', and vigilance subsidy' ; we are
then willing to inquire whether anouier advance cann.^ be
jnade', and whetherwcmay not', at leaaf, turn oureyes upom
the gardens of pleaaure\ We approach them with scruple'
and heutat'jn'; tve enter Uiem', but enter timorous an^
trembling^ ; and always hope to pass through them without
losing the n^ad of virtue', which', for a while', we keep in our
ighr, and to which we purpose to return'. But tenrnta*

'*. '

it^.
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Hon^ tiiceeeds (emptition^ nnd one compliance', prepares us
for another' ; we in time lose tlie huppiness ofinnocence^, and
•Olace otv disquiet with sensual gratiticntions\

IT By degrees', we let fall the remembrance ofour ori^n^
a1 intention', and quit the only adequate olycct of rational de-
rire\ We entangle ourselves in business^ unmerge ourselves

in !uxury\ and rove through the labyrinths.of inconstancy'

;

tiH the darkness of old age', begins to invade US', and disease*^

and anxiety', obstruct our way\ We then look back upon
our lives with horror^, with sorro^v', with repentance^ ; and
Wish , buttoo often vainly wish', thatwe had not forsaken the
'way8ofvirtue\

18 Happy a»" they', my son', who shall learn from jihy ^*-

iimple', not to tfespair^ ; but shall rcmembeK. thaf, though
"Ihe day Is past\ and their strengtl/ is wasted', there yet re-

mains one effort to be made^ : that reformation is never hoptf-

leRs', nor sincere endeavours ever unassisted^ ; that the wan-
derermay atlen^tli return, afterall his errors'; and that hewho
implores strength^ and courage' from above', shall find danger^
and difficulty' give way before him\ Go now', my son , to
Hiy repose^ ; commit thyself to the care of Omnipotence!'

;

and when the mornine c;ills again to toil', begin anew tbr
journey' and thy lifeV" Da. johnsoic.
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V CHAP. m.
V.V . DIDACTIC PIECES.

SECTION I.

'J^€ importance ofa good Eitucation,
'

1 CONSIDER a human soul', without education'^ lik«

marble in the quarry^ : which shows none of its inherent
beauties', until the skill of the polisher', fetches out the col-

«nr«\ makes the surface shine', and discovers every omamen-
,jal claud\ spor, and vein', that nino tlirough the'body ofit^.

I^usation', after the same manner', when it works upon a
noble ilihia', drawR out to view every latent ^ii-tue^ ana per-
fection', which^ without such helps', are never able to make
llieir appearance^.

fi If my reader will wive mn leave to change the allunon so
'^on up^n him', I shall make use of th«» same instanoe t J tl-

iuslrate the force of education', which Aristotle has broi^ht
to explain his doctrine of substanti:il fbnita', when he teUs'l^,
that a statue lies hid in a block of marl>le' ; and tliat thi; uit
of tiic statuary only clears away the superfluous matter'^and
renH>ve8the rubbish\ The figure i? in the stone', aooth«
'"iculptoronly finds it^. -.i^H'**''* -*-'^' ^-k***^*^-

" '^'
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8 What sculpture is to a bluck of inarblc , edtutattcn it to

A human 80ui\ The i)hilosop!icr\ the saint^ or tlie hero% the
^vi8e\ the ^ood\ or the greut mai/, very often lietKhid woAt

concealed \n a plebeian , which a pruper education miglit

have disinterred', and brought to ligihr. 1 am therefore muc^
delighted with reading the accounh of savage nations' , ana
with contemplating those virtues >vhicli are wild' and nncul
tivated^ : to see courage exciling itself in fierceness\ resolu-

tion in obstinacy^ wisdom in cunring', patience in siulennesi'

and dcspahr\
ifl

4 Men's missions operate variously', and appear ?n diffi^.

ent kinds oractiohs' according as they are more or less recti-

fied and swayed by reason\ When one licars of i^egroesN,

who', upon the death orUiejr masters', or upon changing their
service , bang themselves upon the next tree', as it sometimef
hajpipeub in our American plaiitutlons', who can forbear ad-
miring their fidelity', thougli it expresses itself in so dreadful
a manner^ ?

5 What might not that savage greatness of soul', which

ofaur species'

man ' *

r species', tliat we should not put them upon the corn-

footing ot humanity^ ; tliat we should only^et an insig-

and deny them that which we look upon as the proper meanly
for attaining it>?

6 It 13 therefore an unspeakable blessing', to be bom iii

those parts of the 'vorld', where wisdom^ and knowledge^
flouritii^) though', it must be confessed', there are' e^en m
UitK parts'.several pooruninstructed persons',who are but fit-

tie above the ihliabitants of those notions', of wliich I hajap
been here speaking/ ; as those who have had the a^nanC^^
of amore mieral education', rise above one anotfi^" by sever-
al different degrees of perfection\

' '

7 For', to return to our statue i(vthe block of marble', we

and features'" ; somje^times', we find tlie figure wrouglit^ to
great el^ncy^ ; Iratseldom meet with anyi;o which the Itond
of a Phidias^ pr a^ Praxiteles' could not give several nioit.

*o^!|:||$I»'.juk| finishin^sN . . adwsos
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^ The Engtlah Reader. Part 1

SECTION II. 3 : :;

On Givlxlvdn.
"

more piea9tn(( exercise of the muufy
Ic is uccoiTipanieii ivith so great iii-

fcuW^'f^'t:^'

pleanve", tliat were theie no positive command V^icb en-
mne«) it, nor any recoinpciiso laid tin for it herealter^, a /fm-
crotM raind would indulg^ in if, for the natural grahJitAwm
which it aflrurd8\ * ^

£ If n^nititudeis due from man^to man^how much mora
ftt»m man' to his Maker^ : The Supreme Being% doet not <m-
ly confer upon us those bounties which proceed more imme
cUately from his own hand", but even those benefits which
are conveyed to us by ofhers\ Every blessing we eiyoy^, by
what means soever it may be conferred upon US', is the sift of
Him who is the great Author of good% and the Father of
mcrcies\
5 Ifgratitude'', when exerted towards one another^, nat-

urally produces avery pleasing sensation in themind ofaerate*
ful man', it exalts the soul inio rapture', when it is emmoyed
cm tliis ^at object of ghititude^ ; on tliis beneficent Being',
who has given us every tiling we alrtadyjpottui^f and from
whom we expect every thing we yet hope foi^. addisoh.

^^> -- . SECTION III. ,^.

On Forgiveness,

THE most plain and natural sentiments of equity', concur
with divine authority, to enforce the duty of forgive-

neasN Let him who has never", in his life', done wron^, be
' allowed the privilege of remaining inexorable\ But let such
as are conscious oifrailties^ and crimes', consider forgiveness

^%^asa debt which tliey owe to others\ Common failings^ are
tfliltrongest lesson of mutual forbearance^. Were tnia vir-

tue unknr^wn among men', order' and comforT, peacc^ and
repose', woiikl be strangers to human life\

ft Injuries retaliated according to the exorbitant measure
.1 .• :i—

#

ij — ^:* « * sjj
return^

and thus
circulate in

endless succession', till the worldwasrendered a field ofbkH)d^.
8 Of all the passions which invade the human breast*, re-

venge is tiie most direful\ When allowed to reign with full

dominion', it is more than sufficient to poison the few pleas-

which remain to man in his present state\ How muck

sir



Clap.0. Didactic PleccM, 4fkn

•oevvr a nerson may suflfer from in)ustic«^ he is alwny* m
hazard or sufleriiig more from the prosecution of reverg,**

The violence of an enemy% cannot inflict wliat is eoual tr> the
torment he creates to hiinscir, hy mesins of the nerce^ aiMI-

desperate passions'', which he allows to rage in his 80ul\

6 His Son% ^y.hen he appeared in our nature^ exhihited'V
both in his ule^ and his death^ th ) most illiiiitrious example
of forgivenesif', which the world everheheld\ If we Ionic

info the history of mankind', we shall find thaf, in every a)>;t:%

they wiio have U^en res^)ectcd as worthy\ or admired u»
grea^ have been distinguished for this virtuu\ < »

6 Revenge dwells in little minds\ A noMe^ and mn{!;nan-

jniouB spirir, is always superior to it\ It iniflerij not", fritni t h<*

injuries of nien^ those severe shockt- which otiiers feel'. Col-
lected within itseir, it sU^nds unmoved l>y tiieir impotmt as-

saults^: and with generous pify\ rather thHii wilii iw^i/^
looks down on their unworthy condu»-t\ It hr»s hien truly

said', that thcgrtute^l man on'earth', can no sooimm* minmiiviin

Injury'^ than a good man', can make hiniselfgrra/er', hy for-

giving it\ ULAIA.

SECTION IV.

\ "'"' Motives to the.jpractice ofgenllen ess.

TO promote the virtue of gentleness', wc ought to view
our character with an impartial eye ; and to learn', from

our own failings', to give that indulj^eiici*. which in our turn
weclaim\ It is pride which fills the world with so niurli
harshness' and severity^. In the fdlness of self-estimation',

et us descend :o our proper level\

ft Let us survey >the natural equality on which Prfmdenet
ins placed man^ with man'_^ and reflect on tlic infirmities com-
nofr^o all\ If the reflection on natural ecjuality^ and mutu^
d olI^cMft be insutihaent to prom)>t humanity' let us at leasi
mnomberv^hat wa ire in the sight ofour Creator\ Have wc
toae ofthat forbearance to give one another, which we all 90^'

aarresthr entreat from heaven' ? Can we look for Qlemency^
*

m

::i-



60 The EnglUh Reader, l^ari I

•r g(>nttene«!ft from our Juilgui^, wiion we are to backvranl t9
•how it to om* own brethren'

'

8 LMit U8 also Hccustoin oiir9elv(*«i to reflect on thr small mo-
ment of those thin^s% which aru the usiuai hict'iitiveg to vio-

lence' nnd coiiteiitioi)\ In the nifH<>d' and angry hoiir', we
lew «^'^ery ap)>eai'ance through a falae mediiinr. The most

nu'onsiderahie poiii/ ofiiitureitr, or honour', Hweils into anio-
inuntotn ohj«;ct ^ ; awd Uiu sHghti^sl attiick', seems to thn*atfsa

jminiidiute rum\
^

"

4 Biitaftor |)ii»uion^ or pride", has suWidud',we look around
• n vain Am* the mighty misoliit'ni we dreaded\ The rahrie'

which our drstiirhud imaj|;iiiation had reared', totally disnp-
peara\ But though the caust of confmition hu» dwindled
away', its consequeaces remain^. We have alienated a f^iaml^

,

we have inihittered an cncmy\ we have sown the seeds of
future suppicion', malevolence', or disgust\

b
^
Let us suspend our violence for a inomenf. when causes

of discord occur\ Li'.t U4 anticipate that period of coolness',

which', of itselif', will soon arrive\ hv.t us reflect how little

we have any prospect of gaining hy fierce contention', but
how much of tho true happiness of Ilfc', we are ceilaiu i»fthrow-
ing away\ Eitsily', and from the smallest chltik*', the bitter

watei*s of strife are let forlh^ ; but 1 heir course cannot lie forc»
seen' ; and he selt*nm i.tils of suiTering most from their p<ii«

sonous eil'ect', who first allows them to /low\ blaia

SECTION V.

Jl siufyiciotis temper the source ofmisery to itspoasessor,

AS a suspicious spirif, is the source of many crimt^^ and
calamities in the world', so it is the springofcertain miser*

to the person who indulges it\ His friends will be fciT' , and
small will be his comfort in those whom he pt)ssesscs\ Be-
lieving others to he his enemies', he will ofcourse make them
such\ Let his ciuTtion be ever so ^reaf, the asperity of his

thiHigbts will often break out in his behaviour , and in re-

turn for suspecting^ and hating', he will incur stisptdoii' and
hatred\

ft Besides the external evils which he draws upon himself,
arising from alienated frienilship^, broken conndence\ and
open enmity', the suspicious temper Itself is one of the worst

Ckn\

his

withl

fulnil

mies\ and designing men', he is a strano^er to refiance' and,
trust\ lie knows not toAvnom to open hhnself^. Hedlrefseii
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h'lH rountenancfi in forced smllos', whi!r his lifart thr)t»i

Within from anprohcnsionsuf s«>cret treachery\ llimco AtI-
ruliicsfl, unci ill hiimour\ disgnst Ht th« wortd^, and all tlie

painful »ftns;ttiuiH of sin IrritatedTand iiiihitter.d nil.i<r.

I S(i numerous^ and ^rcaf arcthi; evils arifting from a mt-
fiiciotis disposition', that , of the two extremt^s'. it is more eli-

Bihle to exj'osr? ouraclvcs to occasional disadvantage from
linking loo tocU of others', than to siifler continual misoi^- liy

thinking always ill of th«iii\ It is t}ettt;r to he somclmurs
im/tojrea iipon^ than never to trusf. Safety is punhascd ut

too dHiir a rafr^, when", in ord'.'r to secure if, we aro ofiliced

to l»e always clad In armour', and to live in perpetual hostility

with our fellow8\

reets his intercourse with the w«»rld' , and no black suspirJona

liaunt his hours ofrest\ Accustomed to view tlic characters

•if his neiehlK)<irfl In the iTio»t favourahle lisht', he is like ow
who dwells amidst those beautiful scenes otnature',on which
the eve rests with pleasure

.

6 Whereas the Siupicioua man', having; his ima{^nation (i\U

wl with all the shockinf; for'na <»f human fal<^ehood', deceit\

and triuw'hery'j resembles th j traveller in the wikhrriess',who
diBceniB no objects around him but such as are either dnsiry'

«ir terrible^ ; caverns thatyawn^ serpents that hiss', and heatils

of prey tbat howl\ u i. a i «.

.*'i . SECTION VI.
,

. Comforts (ff Religion,

flflHRUE are many who hayc passed the aj^e ofvoiUh' and

I'onneiiouS^. What resource can tki9 world afTord the«f ? It

presents a dark and dreary waste', through wl^ch^ lllere doeji

itot isstieasinzle ray ofcomfoi't\ ^ ^'

S Every delusive prospect of amMtion'^fs now at an end^,
long expi'rience of manlcindV «n experience veiT different

frpm what the open and cenerous soul of youth had fondly
dl^tuntof , has render(>d the heart almost inaccessible to new
friendshir>s\ The J>rinripal sources of activity', arc takeiv

mway", tvnen thoS6 for whom we labour', are cut off from us^

lhosi» who ai1iIH:tti:d^and who sweetened', all the toils of Iife^

'Ii4 Wherw tlieu cau the soul find refuj^e', but in the l»os4»m
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52 TTie Engluh iUmkr. ^
^^ Religion^? jTWe she in admitti^ to thoM )mwMicts ol

Provii1enc4)^ and futurity', which alone euii ^varm and fill tllia

heurt\ I speak here of such as retiiin llie feelings of |tit«

manity^ ; \\aiom mi^iforttinos have softened', and perhaim ren
dnred more delicitely sensiblt;^ ; not of such as possess tbat^

stupid insensihllity', which some are pleased to dijpiify >yil|i

illie namH of Philosophy'.
4 It mii^ht tlierefoi'e be expected'* that those philoso))her<,

and not endeavour to deprive them of what habif, aticfMTytl
they will not allow it to be nature', lias made necessary to
their morale', and to their happinei-:s\

5 It might be expected', that humanity would prevent
^Ihem from breakiot; into tlic last retreat ol tlie unfortumtt^,
'who ciin no longer be objects of their envy^ or rtisentmenV

,

and tearing from tiieni t'leir only remaining comfort\ The
attempt to ridicule religion may be agi'eeabie to lomc^, by
relievnig them from restraint upon their pleasures^ ; and mmj
render others very niisenihle', ny makii^ tliem doubt those
truths', in which they were most deeply interested'^ ; butiteaui
.convey real good^ and hapiuness:' to no one individual\

'"''- ^-'-^-^ SECTION VII. --.'<^'«>-->wt;^,,t-.

Diffidence ofour abilities^ a mark qftmsdom, -^i »^

:|TT is a sure indication of gocwl sense', to l>e dijpdeni of It*.

M. Vie then', and not it// then', are (growing wi»e^, when we
fbegin to discern how weak and unwise weare*^. An cdtsolttte

perfection of undersUimling', is iinnossible^ : he makes tiie

nearest auproaches to it', who has the sense to discern^ and
the humility to acknowledge', its imperfixtionsV
> £, Modesty always sits Ki'Hpt'f^illy i>pon youth''; itcoversa
Inultiiuile of faults", and doiibles the lustre of every virtue
which if seems to hide'' : the perfections^ of nten being like

those (lowers which appear more l>eautiful', when their lenvcrs

are a little contracted anil folded up', than when they ^re full

blown', and display themselves', witiiout any reserve', lutbe
.;.rew\ >^p,^-

"'^'

J, S We are some of us Very fond of knowb^tge', and a^ to
..,value ourselves upon any proficiency intlie sciences^ : one sci-

' ience', however', tlicreis', worth more than all the ri.!»t^ ; and
tliat is', the science of living weir ; This shaU ri^niain', when
^ tongues shall cease', ** and *' knowled|i(e tliall vamsl) auiiy^**

•••>.!.
X
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4 At to new notions^ and new doctrines'! ofwhich thisag*

ii very fruitfur, the time will corny, when we shall have no
wleature in theni^ : nay^. the time shall come', when they ahutt

be tTpliHkd\ and wouidi have l)een forgotten^ if they had not
been preserved in those excellent books', which contain aconi*

fufattion of them^; like insects presen'ed for ages in amber'.i.

which otherwise would soon have returned to the common
mawi of things\

5 But a firm belief of Christianitv^ and a practice suitable
' to if, will sipiiort and invigorate the mind to the last^ ; and

merits', brins us thither\ All our crfAer studies'" and pursuits',

however diflferenf, ought to be subservient to', and centre tn",

ftif grand |>oinf, the pursuit of eternal happiness', by being

goodin imrtdves'f and useful to the world\ seed.

^ :

. ^t^-^v .- SECTION VIII. -^ -
On the importance cforder in the distrihution ofour time,

IME', we ought to consider as a sacred trusty committed
. to UH by God , of which we are now the depositaries', and
to rend4'r an account at the last\ That portion of it wInch
T
are

properly belongs to it\

2 l^t not the hours of hospitality^ and pleasure,' interfere

with the discharge ofour necessary afi'aii's' ; and let not what
we call necessary hSaxr^, encroach upon the time which is due
to dev<»tion\ To everv thing -tliere is a season', and a time
for every jmrpose under the heaven\ If we delay titi /o-

nunroto what ought to be done to-day', we overcharge the
morrow with a burden which belongs not to it\ We toad the
wheels of time', and prevent them from carrying us along
MifM>thly\

» He wht) every morning plans the transiactions oTthc day\
and follows out tiiat plan', carries on a thread which will guide
him through the labyrinth o*" the most busy Iifc\ The or-
derly arrangement or^ his time', is like a ray of light', which
darts itsilfthrough all his afrairs\ Euf, where no plan is laid',

where the dirtposidoftime is surrendered merely to the chance
jf inddcnts', all things lie liuddhd together in one Chans',
which admits neither ofdistribution' nor rev iew\

~ 4Thc first Pc^tiisite for introducing order into the manage-
OMUt of timet', is", to bo iinprejtseil with a uist sense of its

4:- '1

-\'^-
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Parti.

raltui\ ^iLudlRonsider wkW liow much depends upon i<^, aiid

ho^'Jaal it mea (l^V4y^ Tlie biUk ofmen areu nothing mora
c^|)nciaus'^ and iticntiiiistent^ than in theirappreciation of{tme\
When they liiiuk uf it% as the measure of their continuanco
on earthy they higldy prize it', and with the greiitestHoxictj
seek to U^njijthen it out\ ::n.y^'i^'.^:^^ -^^^ffmi-^-^-y -m

to

5 But wiicn they view it m sepsu^ate parcels', they appesr
hold it in coi)lt3nii>r, and squander it 'vvith inconBiaemte

luiuw every luie iiiitti lu ue inaster ui mis prujiercj^ . anu inaKO
•very frivolous occupation welcome that can Ji^lp them to
consume it\

6 Among those who are so careless of time^ it is not to be
ex(jected that orUtr should be observed in its dl8tribution\
Buf, by this ftital neglecf, how many materials of severe iuxl
lafting r

' .... , . /. .. ...
The tm.

I:, Aision'

What was oinitt'ed to be done at itspropermomenf^arifesto
be the torment of some future season\

7 Manho(;d is disgraced by tiie consequences of n^glectfid
youth\ Old ajrc' oppnissea by cares that belonged to a for*-

* nier period', lar)OJirs under a burden not its own\ At the
close of lif<>% the dying man bi.'holds with anguish that bis

days are finishing;', when his prepa-ition for eternity is hai^y
commencfd\ Such are the euects of a dlsoitlerly waste of
time% through not attending to its value\ Every thing hi the
life of such persons", is misplaced]. Nothing is performed
aright', fiom not bcln;; [»erformedin due season\

8 Gut he who is orderly in tlie disti'ibution of his dme'
* * takes the proper method of escaping those manifold evils^

?|^ jv^i^-tlle is justly said to rtdeem the time\ By proper nuuiage-
bletit', lie /7/'o/ono-5 it\ lie lives mucA in little space"", mcrt
in h/up^ years% than others do in many\ He can live to Gck^
and liis own couK, And', at Lie siime time'', attend to ail the
the lawful interests of tiiu present worlds He looks back do
the past", <vnd provides for the future\

9 He catclies' and arrests' tile hours as they fly^. They
are niarkid down for useful ptirposc^'^, and their memory re^

mdinsV AV hereus those hours fleet by the man of confmudio'.

like a shadow\ His days^ and years', afe either Ijtanlcf', of
which he h is no rememDrance'^ or they are ilffled uj) witli so
confused and irregular a succession of unftnishedtil>.inf8a<'.tion8'^

that though he rcm«*mbera he has been fruM'^yct h^« ca»
/ ill • .
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1^^^

<*»*

.*f' :^i>«^>*'^'^^-;^- SECTION IX/^r^^^^ .

'7 The dt^nity ofvitiue amidst coirttjtt examples*

THE most cxcellenr and lionourablc^ character which can
adorn a mankind a Christian^is acqiurcd by resisting UiiB

torre^it of vice', and adhering to tlio cause of Gfod^ and vir*

tue' against a corrupted multitude\ It will be found to hoki ijl

general', that thft^, who', in .iny ofthe great lines oMSfiii

':&-k I

f
III o«:> * 1^1 cu tiiiiijgii , ii\jin utii V.VA111I1UU wwnjia vb «>« wvssw*

S On no occasion is this more requisite lor true hmuHit^f
than where religion^ and morrlity'j are concemed\ In'timeii

^'fprevailing licentiousness', t '^^mtoin unblemished V!rtue\

bd uncorrupted integrity' , .. ^ -^blic^or a private taiuee^, tQ
Kind finn by what is fair^ anv^ j :t, amidst aiscouragem^nti'
atid op^)osition^; despising groundless censure-^and reproach ^^

disdaining all compliance with public manncrs'v when thtf
are vicious^ and unlawful'; and never ashamed of the piinc*

tuul discharge ofevery duty towards God' and roan^;—thiiiii

what shows true greatness of spirifj and will force approba*
tion even from tlie degenerate multitude thema<?lves\
S "This is tlie raau','" (their conscience will oblige then t<l

acknowledge'^ ) " whom we are unable to bend to mean coih
descensions\ We see it in vain either to flattejr' or to thr»«t'
en him^ he rests on a principle withinT, which we cash
not 8hake\ To this man , we may'j on any occasion', Mi^^y

have sJione wiUi distinguished lustre' ; and has'«(»^ecfatecl
their memory to all posterity\ It was <&«j that obtamed 1»
ancient Enoch', the most singular testimony of honour from
heaven\

heaven withoidt seeing death'' : " Yea', speediljr was he taken
.

away', lest inckedness suoukl have altered his untlenlaiid«
ing', or deceit beguiled his soul

V

6 When Sodom could not furnish ten righteous men to

^e If .Lot remained unspotted ami^g tlie contagioo\ HAlave

^/*ii(s^>
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ttriAjike an angel among spirits o ' trkness^

,

icfoying /tame was not permitted ^o forth' tih the good
mmi was called away', oy a heav. y messenger', from hii
devoted city\

7 When ^atl flesh had corrupted their way upon llM
cuth'," then lived Noah', a righteous manT, and a preacheir

•f righteou8ncss\ He stood atone', and was scoffed by the
'^fane crew\ But they by the deluge were swept away,

' 1|hUc on him', Providence conferred the Immortal honolir,

^^^being tlie restorer ofa better race', and the father ofanew
frorid\ Such exampl|3 as these^/and such honours confer*

/.^^ by God on them %vno withstood the multitude ofevil i||o-

:,v1|^ should often b<t present to ourminds\ -*'^

^ 9 JLet us oppose them to the numbers of low^ and corrupt
ciliimplesr^ wnich we behold around t*8^ ; and when we are m
hasard ofoeing stayed by such', let us fortify our virtue', hS
thinkins of those, who', m former times', shone like stars'

'the mi^t of surrounding darkness', and are now shining
the kingdom of heaven', as the brightness of the firmamenf,
for ever and ever\ BL^im.

SECTION X. ivi^\*^^^T.--. %-~i: I-

The mortijicaltona of vice greater than thaee qfvirluei'^)^

THOUGH no condition of hiunari life', is free from unea
siness', ^ct it must be allowed', that the unea«ness be-

longing to a nrJul course', is far greater', than what attends

acourdeoftire2/-c/otn^\ If we are weary of the labours ol

vnrfue', we may be assured', that the world',whenever we try

I

pnu Biuiiiiig • fruni7», n cuiivtjaia luii', aiiu iruuuie , unu
deadly sorrow\ For vice poisons hmnan happiness m the
inpng', by introdudilg disorder into the heart\ Those pas
fic^s'wbich it seems to indulge', it only feeds with imperfect

irratHICatiohs' , and thereby strength's (hem for preying', in

'uii^ end', on theirunhappy victims\

8 It is a great mistake to im>igine', that the painofaelf-
dettiaK, is confined to v»rtue\ He who follows the worW, ai

Where eac% claims to be superior', it is impossible to gratify

t^. The predominant desir*;', can only be indulged at thr
IBxpense of its nval\
4 No mortifications which virtue exacts^, are more sevivt

lliMi those', wjiich atnbUion imposes upon tiie love oii
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t^
pr{de\ upon interest', and coyetousnns , upon t'anit}^. B*>\^
denial', therefore', belongs', in common', to rtce' and virtm'' i

nsndering th«*8e demands imperious' and violent^

6 What distresses that occur in the caln\ life of virtue^ cait

be compared to tliose tortures', >vliich remorse ufcunsciem^.
mflicts on the wicked"^ ; to those severe humiSiutions', arifnnj|[

from guilf, combined with misfortunes', whicli sink themW
tlie dusr; to tliose violent agitations uTshiune^ and dinap-
pointment', whicli sometimes drive tiicm to the most fat^
extremities', and make them abhor their existence^! HqW

day on which they first forsook the path of innocence^ !>^ - /

"%. ' Bt^it,
^'

:. :v.,i:^^a^ SECTION XI.

'^^>^"*'''"*f'^h^f-'On ContenlmenL

CONTENTMENT produces', in some measure', all thow
effeets which the atchyinist usually ascribes to niiat.lia

calls the philosopher\s atone'' ; and if it does not bring ricAril H
does the same thing', by buuishirig tbe desire of tbem\ if it

cannot remove the disquietudes arising from a man's mind^,
body\ or fortune', it makes him easif utidur them\ It has in-

deed a kindly influence on the soul of man', in respect t»fc«e*

ty being to whom he. st^inds related''.
*

S It extinguishes all murmur^ repintng\and ingrathiidi!^,
'

towards that Hi:'ing Avho has alhttted him his part to acifn
tliih world\ It destroys all inordinate ambilion\ an<l erei%. "^^
tendency to corruption , with regard to the communii'f wh^ra.
m he is placed\ It gives sweetness to his conv^r8afion% a«id

a perpetual serenity to all his thou^hts\

he AiiA more than he wants' ; and secondly', how much more
unkr'^j>y h*i^miglU be', than he rwally w\
4 I'lritt^, a man should always consider how much he Ac^

more than he wants\ I am wonderfully pleased with the re-

ply which Aristippus made to one', who condoled with hhu
tt|N>n the U»9s or a farm^: •* ^'^by^ '* .mW h».^ « i hare Mrt<tt|N>n

-4:^

A
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farmt aHU>t and you hnvc hut oite^ ; so tiwit I c .iglit riiUier to

In* aifBictvd ioTyou\ tliun jyon f(i»r me'.

"

9f On the contrary', foolish mftu are more apt to cc>n9*Mler

whiit they have tost\ than >vhut tlier «e£s\ and to Ax their

yes upon those *vhu are richer than ' maelves', rathi;r than
on those who are under greaterrftj^ctii.,t«\ All the rtal plcas-

unts^ and conveniences \ti jit'e\ lie iti a narrow cunipas$»^ ; hut

H ia tlie humour of mankitid to be always looking forward'

,

«mdstraininj; after one who has got the start ofthsin hi wealth'

•ij|lhonuur\
6 For this reason', as none can lie properly called richf, y\f^

><;'-'

illy

Kame liiat is piayiiig ov«;r tiieir iieaaa^ ; ana', oy coniraciiiig

tlieir desires', they enjoy all tint secret satisfaction which o/A-

jrA,are always in quest of.

,^8 The truth is', this ridiculous chnse after liMflEgftnrt;^^ plea»-

JO'Cs',. cannot be sulRciently exposed', as it is tlie great soune
of tliose evils which generally undo a nation''. JjCt a nian*8

tatebe what it in;iy', he is n poor man', if he does not live«state I

Yvitliin

can
itliinir; i^id gaturaily scts^uinself un sale Ut ani/ on(^ that
UJ give him hjs price'. .,

:*' '":•._""/-:''. :'-"^ :;t^* f1^!^
tf When Pittacus', after the deatli ofhis brother', whb'fiad

left hun agood estate', was oilered a great sum of money by
the king of Lydia', he thanked hini> fur his kindness' , but

•hall add', luxury is artif.cial poverty\
SO ! shall tlujrefore recomniouQ to the consideration of

ihtHe', who are always aiming ai. suprriluotis^and imaginary
enjoyments', and who will not 1)^. ^l tne trouble ofconiravrting

their desires', ati exc»'l!iuit saying of i-Jion the pliilosopher''

.
Iiainely\ " Thi>t .lO m.in has so much care', as he who ondeaT
OUi*»ait**T the* most li;.ppin«'!js."

11 In the 8<;cotid place', every, one ought to reflrrt how
kieUmore unhuppy hV'wuij/»/l»<' ,t!ian hi- reallyw\

—

Thrjrpr-
y consideration timkin all tiiusf , «iio are ffoilieir.ntly j>ro'

much

t i^itj
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mans

vidiMlnith the means to make themselves casy^; //tif.regnrdt

such as actually lie under some pressure or misfortune^
'jnirci$emayreccivegre«it alleviation', from such a comparitoil
as the i|fthappy person may make hi^tween himself andoth-
tftV ; or between the misfortune which he sulTers^f and/;*reafer

htirtriirtunes which %mgH have befallen him\
12 I like the Btory of the honest Dutchman^ who", upon

breakiniE^ his !c^ by a fall from the mitin-masC, told the standi
ers by', It was a great mercy that it was not his neck\ To
whlcn', sincei am <rt)t:ntociuotation9', give me leave to add th6
saVjn);; of an oh! philosopher',who% after having invited aoitte

ofnis friends to dine with him', was ruffled by a person tlwt
came Into the room in a passiorf, and threw down the tabi|»

thatsi 'inA before thi5m\ ** Every one'," says lie', * has hitOh
lamity^ \ and he is u happy man that has no greaterthan thi8\^

t.i f\ e And an instance to the same purpose', in the life of
doctor Hammond', written'by bishop f ell\ As this good DnMit

wns tiMubled with a complication ofdistempers'j when he had
tlie eoni anon him', he used to tliank God that it was nottbl^'

s/dnr*; and when he had the stone', that he had not both these
distempers on him at the same time^.

14 F cannot conclude this essay without ob?er\'in»', that
there never was any system besides that of Chris6aiuty'^|

ivhich could effcctiKiIly produce in the mind of man', the vif^#.

tue i have been hitherto speaking of^. In order to make lU^

ccntentvd with our condition', many of the present philoso^

ph.*5rs tell us', that our discontent only hurts ourseivesT,, wtb-
niit h«4in<r'»hli* tn m»k#> Anv alff>r:iHnn in mir rimunstaniviii* f

be trouMcd^ and perverted', were he othentnse\

15 These', and the like considerations', rather nZenee j^bart'

aaliafy a man'. They may show him that hia dnemiii^lit it

uttre(isofiab[e\ but they are by nomeans sufficientto relieve it.

They rather give despair^ than consolation^. In a wonl'.a
man rnV^ht reply to one ofthese comforters', as Augustus iJUd

to his friend', who advised huA not to grieve for the death Ok

a person whom he loved', because his jrnc;^could not fetch
nim dsirn^ : " It is tor that very reason',^' said the emperor^
**thatlgriefe^.''

la On the contrary', religion bears a more tender regard
to hmnan nature\ lit prescribes to every miserable mttiHW
means of bettering hvi condition^ : nay% it shovt mm' ttrtf*

'% '

y^!^

-Hk



jvi^v

06 The En^tlth Seiaer, Pai^l
Uariufftkn afflictions as he ought to do', will naturally end in
thpmnomt oftliem\ It makes him etuijf her€^ because itcan
nwke him happjf hereoft(tr\ aodison

fh vc SECTION XII.

Rank and riches afford no groundfor tnvy.

OF all the grounds of envy among men^ superiority in

rank^ anu fortune', is the most generah Hence% the
asen-nuUii^nity which the ;7oor\common1y bear to the rich'

grossing to themselves all the comforts of Iife\ Hence% tiie

evileyc withwhich personi* ofin/erior station'tscrutinize th' se
wlio are above them in rank"" ; and if they approach to that

rank', their envy is generally strongest against such aa are
juet one step higher ttian themselve8\

t Alas'! my friends', all tins envious di'^auictude', which
agitates the world', arises from .a deceitful figure wiiich im-
fioses on Ur public view\ False colours are nung out : the
real state o« me^', is not what it aeetia to be\ The order of
society', reftetrcs a distinction of ranks to take place^: but in

point onutppiness'j all men come much nearer to equality',

tlian is commonly nnagined^ ; and the circumstances', which
fonn any material difference of happiness among them', are
not of that nature which renders them grounds oreuvy\

S^ Th^poor man possesses nof, it is true',some ofthe con
mienccs' and pleasures of the rich' ,' buf, in return',Ae is free

from^ man^ embarrassments to which Vieu&re subject\ By
the simjiiicity'' and uniformity of his life', he is delivered from
that variety of cares', which perplex those who have great
affairs to manage^ intricate plans to pursue', many enemies',
perhaps', to encounter in the pursuit\
4 In tne tranquillity of his small habitation^ and pnvate

tie a stawiiger to the refined pleasures of the we^tttiy', he is

unacquainted also with the aenre of them', and', by conse-
quence', feels no want\
5 Ills pliun meal satisfies Jiis appetite', with a relish proba-

bly higher than that of the rich man', who sits down to his
luxurious ban(iuet\ His sleep is more sound" ; his health
more firm'' : he knows notwhat spleen\ languor', and listless-

ness are\ His accustomed employments'" or labours', are not
more oppressive to him', than the labour of attendance on
courts', and tlie great\ the labours, of dress\ the fatigue of
amusement^^1h^ ^«*7 i«e^M 0/ ''fUpu^, fr^ii^tljr lu^tn
thertc& r'-r,:fv. : ^.- >'^ ^v - "'*. •

M4b>
"J".
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6 In the mcnn tirne^ all the beauty ofthe face ofnatiiro^^ill

the enjoyments ofdomestic society\, all the gaiety an4 chwr*
fuIneM ofan easy mind", ai'e as open to him as to those of tlM
A^ed rank\ The splendour or retinue\ tlie sound of tuks^
the appearances of high respecf, are indeed soothing', for

a short time', to the great" ; hut", become fa«niUar^,theT are
B^r^ forgotten\—Custom effaces their impre8slon\ They
tink into the rank of those ordinarjjr things',which daily rectiTt
without raising any sensation ofjoy\

7 Let us cease', therefore^ from k>oking up with discon-
tent^ and envy^ to those", whom birth^ or fortune" has placed
above us\ Let us adjust the balance of happiness Aurly^.r-^

Whenwe think of the enjoyments we want", we should uinli;

also of tlie (*xmUe« from which we are'free\ If we allow
their just value .to the comforts we possess , we shall find

reason to rest satisfied", with a very moderate", though not an
apulent and splendid condition of fortune\ Often , did we
know the whole", we should be inclined to fity the state of
thosfi wnom we now ej*vy\ blair.

SECTION XIII.

^ Patience widerprovocations our interest as vfeU as duty.

fllHE wide circle of human society^, is diversified by an
Xr endless variety of characters^ dispositions", and pas-

8ion8\ Uniformity is", in no respect", the genius ofuiewOrld^.
Every man is marked by some peculiarity^, which distin-

guishes him from anotlier : and no where can two individu-

als be found^ who are exactly^ and in all respectfi', afike\

Where so much diversity obtains", it cannot but iiappen', that

in the intercourse which men are obliged to maintain", their

tempers will often be ill adjusted to that intercourse^ ; wiD

^^

u%wvw%>cs%t ) %«i«%* •• ^^^ ^-»a J «di«^a«^AAfti«^ia ^jft Mftv^ y u%«i^aa^ • uKa.v«»»«<i y «««••.

domestic", occasions of irritation frequently arise^ . Yl* ara
provoked', sometimes", by the fotly^ smd Ievit3r"of thilie with
whom we are connected^ ; sometimes", by their indiffisrenecT

or neglect^ ; by the incivility of a friendvthe haughtiness ofa
superior", or trie insolent behaviour of one in lower station^

SHardlyaday passes",withoutsomewhatorotheroccurrii^,
wluch servesto rufflethemanofimpatientspirir. Ofcourse',

sw^ a man", lives in a continual storm\ Hp knows notwhat ',

\i is to enjoyatnon ofgood humour^. Servants^neighbours\ ^

friends', spouM\ and children", all", through the unrestrained l

viotence of Aif temper', become sources of disturbanoeT and
vexation to him^ in vain is affluence^ :invain are health'and '
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profperitjr^. The Uast trifle is sufficient (o illscotnposc hii
miixK anj poi«on hh pleasures.^ llio very amusfmenis on
vuxmt with turbulence and pa»sion\

4 I would beseech this inun to considnr', of what amaU
moment the provocations which he rH:eivcs% or at kasr
imt^^hut himsetf to receive', are really in themHelves^ : but of
whutf^rea/ moment he mukes them', by eutfcrinff tn«!4«» ti»

deprive bim of the possession of himscir. I woufd beiMieeft

him to consider', how many honra of ham>inoss he thnmn
tw«y^,which a little more jtatience would allow him to ciijoy^:

and how much he puts it in the power of the moat insiguifi

sant persons', to rentier him ini»cruble\

5 "But who can expecf," we hear him cxcluim'^ "that h«
is to possess the insensibility of u stohe^ ? Mow is it pot8ible'^^>'-

for hunum nature to endure so many repeated provocations* fi^>

or to bear calmly with so unreasonnble behaviour^?"—My"^
brother'! if thou canst bear with no instiinces of unrcasonabw <'»"'

behaviouK, withdraw th vaelf from the world\ Thou art rut

longer fit to live in it\ Leave the intercourae ofmen\ Re*-;
treat to the mountain\ auvl the deserf , or shut thyself up in

icell
""

6
phere"

no winds to blow', .is tliat our life were lonj^ to proceed', with-

out receiving provoc^tlions from human fr.iilty\ The careless^ ',

and theimj>rudenf,the sjiddy" and the fickle', the ungrateful'* '

and tiio Intercstt^d', every where meet us\ They arc therj-^-

briers^ and thorns', with which the paths of human life are .^

befiet\ He only', who can hold his course among them with '

Eatience'' and equanimity', he who is prepared to bear whsf -

e must expect to happen', is worthy of the name of a raan\ *^'

7 Ifwe preserved ourselves composed but for a moment", '^i

-J,'
we should perceive tlie insignificancy of wo*/ of those prove-
catioi)S which we magnify so highly\ Wiien a few suns "

• more iBwe, rolled over our heads , the storm wilK, of itseir,^*'

have subside^^ ; the cause of our present impatience^ and dis-'^^V

turbance', will be utterly A»rgotten\ Can we not then ai»- *•

ticipate this hour of calmness to ourselves' ; and begin to en- ^'

joy fhe peace which it will ccrteiinly brin^ ? ?? >

B Itothers have behaved improperly', let us leave ihem to <*-

dieirown foUy^, without becoming uie victim of tiieh* ca*^
price', and j^unishing ouraetvea on their account\—Patienee'',

m Miff exercise ofif, cannot be too much studied^,by alt who '«

wit^ their fife to flow in a smooth stre«m\ It is Uie reason y^
ofa Mas', in opposition to the passion of a thiltt. It is ^B-'k
tr^jajfmem ofpeaces, in opposition to uproar^ and eonfiuum^ ^^"

. <2«*) . ,.. •LAIR.
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SRCTiON xrv.

Moderation in our withes rccommendtd,

rilHE acfivc mind of raan^ fteldom or never rests eaftsftod

after sjmctliing beyond what is enjoyed at present.

among
they have tricd^ ; tliat passion for novelty''

riatng to some degree ofeminence^ or fehcity, of which lliey

have formed to themselves an indistinct idea\ All which mny
be considered as indications of a certain native^ original great-

ness in the humon sour^swelling beyond thelimitM of its pres-
ent condition') and pointing to the higher obje<fts for which
*l was made\ Hj»i»py[, if these latent remains of our primi-
tive state/, served to direct our wishes towards their proper
destination^ and to lead us into the path of true l)li»R\

8 But in this dark^ and bewildered state', the aspiring ten-

dency of our nature/, unfortunately takes an opposite dirtc*

tion', and feeds a very n^isplaced amh:t!on\ Ijie flattiTing

appearances which here present tht'.mselves to sense^ ; the dis-

tinctions which fortuui; confers"" ; tiie advantages' and pifas
ores' which we imagine the ivorld to be cjiipahle of bt'stowing',
fill up the ultimate wish ofmost men\ TlieSe are tlie objects

wlucii engross tlu.ir solUarij nmsin^s', and stiiniilato tlieif

adtve lalM)urs^; which warm the bicasts of the yoMng\ ani

mate the industry of the middle, ag(>d% and often k< ep ali\4

tho passions of the old', until the very close of liftj\

4 Assuredly', there is • »thing unlawful in oiir wishing \c,
be fre(?d from'whatever is disagfj-oabb'', and to obtairri iViltf-i

enjojnnent of the comfi rts of fir«i\ But when >|NbMN^ vili^ici

a»*e not temju^reiJ by reason', they are in danger of precipipi-,

ting us into much extravagance' ami folly"'. Desires* a^d
willies', are the fii-st sj)!*ings of act.ion\ W hen they liecome
exorbitant', the wimie character is likiOy to be tainted^.

6 If we suffer our fancy to en-ate to "itself worltts of ideal '

nr^piness', we shall diseotiiposc the poace^ and onler of our
tninds', and foment maov hurtful p;(s.sit>iis\ llere',t!u:ii', lu
moderation begin its nugu' , by hriuj^ini; within reas(*:iable

bounds th«i wism'S that wc* fonii\ As siW'o as tliej ttccume
extravagant', let us check tlu-ni', by ]»n>n«'r reiTi;ction:> on th«

J'SS,*
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CfiUacious nature of those ohjectis', whirh tlie world hanga out
bU allure de8ir(;\

6 You lin%'e strayed",ray friends^, from the road ^thicli con-
ducts to felicity ; you have dislionourr/l the^native dignity of
vpur souls', in uHowirii^ your uishi.s to tiTnnnatc on nothing
Higher than worldly ideas of greatneits' or ha])piness\ Your
iinagination roves in a Sand of shadoirs'. Unreal forms di>-

ceive you\ It is no more than a pliantom''^ an illusion of liap-

pinesSj which attracts your fond admiration^ ; nay . an ilu-

•ion of happiness", which often conceals much rearii]iscry\

7 Do you iniii^ine that a// are happv", who have attained to

station'} With whicjijfou are now dissatisHed^

8 With all that is splendid^ and shining; in the world', it

»

decreed that there should mix many deep shades of ivoe\
On the elevated situations of fortune", the great calamities of
life chiefly fall\ IMiere', tlie storm spends its violence",*and

there," the thunder hrcuks'';\vi)jle, safe and unhurt", the in-

haliitants of the vale remain helow'' ;—Retreat," tlien"^ from
those vain and pernicious excursions ofextravagant deHire\

9 Satisfy yourselves witii what is rational" and attainahlc\
Train your minds to muderalc views of human life", and hu-
man happiness\ Rememlier", and admire" the wisdom of
Agur*s petition\ " Remove far from me vanity" and lie.s\

—

Give nuj neither poverty nor richest Feed me with food
convenient for me^: lest I he full and deny thee" , and say",

who is the Lord^ ? or lest I he poor\ anu steal" , and take
the name Of mi' God in vain\"

'

blair.

SECTlOxN XV.
Onmttewniee and omnipresence oftlie Dkity, tkt source ^i)on'

/'"\ sotaiion to good men.
,
<'• ,^ i?fa

I
WAS y«j8terday",alMjut sun-svt",walking in theopen fields"*

till the night insensibly full uj>on me.^ I at flrstainused my-
sc.f with all the richness^ and variety of colours", which ap-
ueared in the westttrn parts of i!eaveu\ In proportion as they
Videdaway'^and wentout',sevf.ral stars'^ and planets' appeared
one after anothei'", till the \vhole firmament" was in a glow\

''-^- £ The bluene^s of the etiier was exceedingly heightened*
#nd enlivened", by the season of the year", and the rays ot

' iil those luminaries tha* passed throU|,h \t> The ganuqr
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u>p«ar«d in its most beautiful white\ To complete theMMiT >

the full noeon rose% at length^ in that clouded nu^jeity',whWl
Milton takes notice of , and opened to the eye a newjpkixm
of nature', which was more finely shaded', and dispMSd
among softer lights than that which the sim had before dneov*
red to me\
8 As I was ftunreymg the moon walking in her bnghtiiCM|

and taking her progress among the constellations', a tho«Hriit

arose in me', which I believe very often perplexes"^ and cm-
turhs'men ofserious and contemplative natures\ David Ami '

idfhW into it in tliat reflection' : ** When I consider the heaT«
ens', the work of thy fingers' ; the moon^ and the stars' which
thou hast ordained' , what is man thatfAou art mindfiU ofh&u't
and the ton of man that ikmi regardest him^ !

"

4 In the same manner', when I considered that infiidte host
of stars', oK, to speak more philosophically', of suns', which
were then shining upon me' ; with those huiumerable seta •(
planets^ or worlds', which were moving round their respective
suns' ; when I still enlarged the idea', and supposed another
heaven of suns^ and worlds', rising still above this which I ^Hs-

covered' ; and these still enlightened by a suficrior firmament
of luminaries', which are planted at so great a distance', that
they r

'" " '* ' -^^ -- /•-•- * * __.!.--.

do to

not but I

bore amidst the immensity
5 Were the sun', which enlightens this part ofthe creation'.

space theypossess^ is so exceedingly little in comparison of
the wlutler. it would scarcely make a blank in the creatl<»n\
ra%i t^ 111* ^*tij ^% A S-S^aThe chasm would be imperceptible to an eye that cotddtake
in the whole compass of nature', and pass frojn one eiMl^kf

the creation to the other'' ; as it is possible there may'.^^^fjdi

a sense in ourselves hereafter', or m creaturea ifhich are at
present more exalted than ourseIves\ By the h^lp of Rlass^
es', we see many stars', which we do not discover with our
naked eyes^ ; and the finerour tclescojies are', Uie greater ittll

are our discuveries\

6 Hu^genius carries this thought so far', that he docs not
thjok it impossii)le tliere may be stars , whose light has not yet
travelled down to us', since their first creation\ Thetv ia

no question that the universe has certain bounds set to iT

;

but when we consider that it is the work nf Infinite Powti<
prompted by Infinite Qoodnes8\ with an infinite apace ta
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•x«rt itself In', how can our«M/i^'ita/ion set any boundstoif?
7 To return^thcrefure^ to my firsttliought'', I coukl not but

look upon myself \vitli secret horroi^, as a being thut wasnot
worth the smallest regard of one^ who had so great a work
iHKier his (

overlooked

thatinfiriit , , ,
swarm through alfthese untnensurahle regions ot matter'.

M in order to recover myselffrom this mortifying thought,
I WNwidered that it took its rise from those narroto concep-
tions', which we are apt to entertain of the Divine Nature\
W^owstlvee caimot attend to many diiferent objects at th%
same time\ If we are careful to mspect some thin^, we
must of course neglect otJtera'' This ini|>erfection which we
obeervc in ourselves', is an imuerfextion that cleaves', In some
ftejj^e'yto creatures of the highest capacities', as they are
creatures', that Is',' beings of finite and limited natures\ ¥
v# The presence ofevery creat€ti being', is confined to a cer«i

tiiin measure of space^ ; and', consequently', his observation is

stinted to a ceitain number of objects^. The sphere in which
we move\ and act\ and underatiind', is of a wider circumfer-
ence to owe creature', than ano/Zter', accordin,|; as we rise one
above another in the scale of existence\ But the widest of
these our spheres'. Ins its circumference\

10 When', fJierefore', we reflect on tlie Divine Nature', we
are so used and accustomed to this imperfection in ourselves',

that we cannot forbe:ir', in aome measure', ascribing it to hiu',
in whom there is no shadow of imperfeetion\ Our reason',

indeed', assuies us', that his attributes are infinite^ ; but the
poorness of our conceptions is such', that it canpot forbear
setting bounds to every tiling it contemplates', till our ireasen

comes again to otir succour', and throws down all those little

prejudices', which rise in u& unawares', and are natural to tho
liund of inan\

11 We shall therefore utterly extinguish this melancholy
thoi^f. ofourbdng overlooked by our Maker', in the muHi-

that he is omniscientN
12 if we consider him his omnipresence', his beinz*

passoB (iMTotighN actuatcs\ and supports , the whc4e frame of
mitui«\ His creation', in every p«u-t of if, is/utf of t.m\
Thepe is notliing he has made', which is either so distant^ so
Fktle\ or so inconsiderable', that he does not essentially '.reside

iBit\ MbsjbBtance is within the substance of every butnc'.

r/.

V
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nrhetlier material' or inimatenal''| and as indmatdj imoMUt
to if, at that being is to itoelf\

'43 It would be an inipe*ftdion in him"} w«re he aUe to
move out of one place into anotlioi'' ; or to wjtlidraw IiiauMsIf

from any thing he has created', or from any pait of that spa^
iThirh he diiTuaed and spread abroad to infinity'. In siiorf,
%,Q sjieak ofhim in the language ofthe old pliiloeophera', httii

a Sktmf; whose ceuirff is twsry where', and his c^rcunt/crmot^.
110 where\

14 In die second place'', he is omnisci<;»f as well asomnK
pre8ent\ liis omniscience'', indeed", necessarily' and natural'

ty^, flows from his omnipresence'. He cannot buthe coBf>

Sttous ofevery motion that arises in the whule material worid^t
which he thus essentially pervades" ; and of every thoughi
that is stirring in the inleuectiud world", to every part of
which he i& tlius intimately united\

ly Were the soul separated from tlie liody', and should 1^
with one glance of thought start beyond the bounds of thft

creation"; should it for millions of years", continue ijte pnr*
gpessthrough infinite space", with die same activity", it woukjL
still find itself witl.in tiic embrace of its Creator", and-eucom-
passed by the immensity ofthe Godhead\

16 In this Gon^deration of the Almiglitv*s omnipreaencie^
and omnisf*.ience", every uncom.ortable tnoujght vaiiisbes\

He cannot but regard every thing that has being", tfpedaXly
such of his creatures who fear they are ncrfregai'ded by hliB\
He is pri\*y to all their tlioughts", and to that anxiety of hcort
iu- particular", whidi is apt to trouble tliem on this occasioo";!

tures"

as it is impossible he should overlook any of his frMH
}", so we may be confident that he regards with an eye<oC

mercy', those who endeavour to reconunend theniselyesto f^
notice', and in unfeigned humility ofheart", tliinkthemselv^
unworthy tliat he should be mindful of them\ AiiAitoji

3^'«-;V*S
'^ki:

L»»-': *-».%^^CHAPTER IV. ^^ ^

ARGUMENTATIVE PIECES.-
,:i:;r:?''s:*^..:i/f SECTION i. ' ^

t/rki: Happinesf isfounded itir rectitude ofcondud.

ALL m3n pursue good", ard would be haf^y'. if tli^
knew how^ : not happy for minuies^ and muMmmle fof

ibie".

i4. ;

^.*ject oftJielowttH
valutt". which can little duserve oiur attention" or inquirf^.

^/' iK-

•w.
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*^f But !fthere "bt a better good", luch a good as we are leek-

ing" , like every olher thinfp, it must be derived from som«
catise^, and that cause must be extcroah, internal, or
mixed^ ; m as much as', except these three% there n no other
dQ8Mb1c\ Now a steady", durable f^ood', cannot be derived'

from an txUrnal cause' ; since all denved from tiAtmaU^ murt
fluctuate as ihey fluctuate\ 'itV^-f;^
8 By the same rule", it cannot be derived from a Mliimilt

of the two^ ; because the part which is exUmal^ will proporv
lionabl^ destroy its es8ence\ What then renudns out the
cause tfifemoT—the very cause which we have supposed'.

friwn we place the sovereign good In mind in rectitude of
conduct^. HAftRIS

'M.
SbSECTION 1!.

Virtue and pitty man^3 high '^t interest.

FIND myselfexisting upon a little spof, surroundedevery
••AkW l««r «4w» ••wk«w«^ft*«a«'B,^ «*rklj>»^«wa*«m <h««>w%««ar«aa^^a«\ ^*"^ ->.-— —..—..

dated in every instiince to my
cess of cold", none of heaf, t6 offend me' ? Am I never an-
noyed by animals', either ofmy oum'f or a different kind' ? It

every thing subservient to me', as though I had ordered all

myself ? iNo"—noticing likeW—the farthest from it posnble
SK The world appears not', tlien', originally madfe for th«

private convenience of me alone'' ?—It does not\ But is it

not poaaible so to accommodate if, by my own particular in-

dusti'V' ? If to accommodate man^ and beasf, heaven^ and
earth , if tiiia be beyond me', it is not possihle\ W hat conse*
mience then follows^ ; or can there be any other than this^ ?
If I seek an interest ofmy own', detached*from that ofotherV,
I seek an interest which is chimericaC, and which can never
have existences
S How then must I determine^ ? Have I no interest at alK ?

Iff have nof, I am stationed here to no purposes But why
no interesr ? Can I be contented with none out one separata
and detached' ? Is asocial interesf,joined with others% suc^
an absurdity as not to be admitted' ? The bee\ the beavei^«

and the tribes of herding animals', are sufficient to convhice
me', that the thing is somewhere at lecist possibles

4 How', then', am I assured that it is not equally true of
man^ ? Admit if , and what follows"^ ? Ifso'^ then Aonour^and
putice^ aremy interctir ; then the whole train ofmoral ffirfiiet

are my interest^ ; without some portion of whicli', not even
^ni^Des can mtintalri societyS

^ Buf, fai ther still^I stop not hera—1 pursue thit
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hil^eat as far as I csui ti'ui:e my sevtM'al rel»Uoiis\ I pats frum
ajiiy dwn 8todc\ my owti neislibourhuod^ my own nation%U»
die whole race or mankimP, as dispersed tliroughout th«t

«;arth\ Am 1 not related to tliem all% by tiiu mutual aids of
comimerce'', by the gi

that common nature
6 Agkln^—I must nave loou' ana cioiiuiig

proper genial warmth^ I instantly perish\ Am I not related"*,

IQ thni view', to the very earth itself: to the distant sun",

fromwhosebeams I derive vigour' ? to tliat stupendous course
and «rder of the infinite host of heaven', by wliich Uie iimes
aiid seasons ever uniformly pass on'?

VT Were tills order once con^ounded^ I could not probably
•tirvive a moment" ; so absolutely do I depend on tiiis cx>m-
mon general welfare^. What', tlicn% have I to do', but to en-
large virtrie' into piety^? Not only honour^ and justice^ and
what I owe to nuin', is my interesr ; butgratitude also^ acqui-
e8cence\ resignation^adoration'',and all Iowe to this greatpoU-
|y',,and its gr<^t Governor our common Parent\ ua&ri^.

4r-v^'^"-:>t;^^ 'i^L SECTION III. ^'^^

'^i^ The tnjusiice ofan tmcharitahle spirit, ?*!*^*

ASUSPICIOUSS uncharitable spirit', is not only incon-
sistent with all social virtue^ and ha p])in(;ss', but it is iUso"

in itself, unreasonable' and un)ust\ In order to form sound
opinions concerning characters^ and actions', two things are
especiidly requisite^ ; infonniition' and impartiality\ But such
as are most forward to decide unfavourably, are commonly
destitute of hoih\ Instead of possessing', or even requiring^

f

full information', the grounds on which tliey proceed are fine-

quently the mob^t slighf and frivoious\

2 A tale'^perhaps , which the idle have invented^the in<|uis-

itivo have Intened to', and the credulotis have nropitgated^ ; or
. _r__i! 'J ..^ _-_i.! i_ ^ ! -

it .(jyn^^has exag-
materials of oMia

«^.» »»«>. uw.. , «»u u«^wiaiT<2 judgment. From an action',

they presently look into tlic heaif,and infer themotive\ This
upptMted motive tliev conclude to be tlie I'uling princi|>le^

Mid pronounce at once concerning the \% hole character\
S Nothing can be more contrary both to etiuity^ and to

iqund reason', tlian this precipitatejudgment. Anyman who
attends to what passes witliin himseTf, may easily discern
whata complicatedsystem thehuman charticter is' ; and w hat
• variety or circumstanctis must be taken into the aocounf. Id

Order to estimate it truly^. No nttgle instance of conduct',

,
jirliatevcr', is sufficient to determine if.

^ v.v.*^^?sir, s -.

,*.
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knew rH the. attcnditi,^ circumstances'', it nv^tif^ appear in aa
excuscUfle light^ ; nay', perhaps', under a Ci^muenaabU formS
Th* motives of the actor may have been entirely diffeteni

fftmi those which we ascribe to him" ; and where \ve suppuste

him imt>elled by bad design', he may Iiave been promoted by
4Jon'.dence% and mistiiken principle\ >,,- ^-^

5 Admittins the action to Iravc been in every \\c\k crimiMK
V he may have been hurried into it through inadvertency ana

•urprisu\ He may h ve sincorelv repented^ ; and the nr/uota
principlemay hayc now regainca its uill vig:our\ Perhaps tfiis

,: . was me corner of frailty* ; the quarter on wMiich he lay open to

. tlie incursions of temptation' ; while the oiJier avenues ufj^
hwirt'jwere firmly guarded by conscitncie\ V^ ^

° / '%'

> 6 Uisthe^eforeevidcnr'jtLat no part of the government Oi

tetaiper', deserves attention more',- than to krep our minds

imre from uncharitable prejudices', and open to candour" and
lumanity' in Judging ot others". The worst consequences',

:^ . br*th to ourselves" and to society-', follow from the oppttf^t

t:»tnt\ BLAIR.

-_ . '^.-
' r/.-^"^: SECTION IV.-^^ ^. y^'--^' .:.

' 4 . The m utfortunts ofmen mostly chargedhU on tJiemsdves, t;

WE find man placed in a world', where he has by lie

means the disposal of the events that hnnpen". Ca-
lamities sometimes befall the worthit'^at" and tlie oesf^ whicli
It is not \n their power to j>reveiit', and where nothing is leA

-, them', but to acknowledge", and tosubmif to the high hand
• " of Heaven". Ft >r such visitations of ti-iaK, many good" and

• .^.,^ wise reasons'* can b»j assigned', which the present subject I&mIs

IMttBot to discuss".

f But thougn those

j'el tl?ey make not the

rows' that distress human liiVi"'. A multitude of evils besdt uf*

for the source of which', we must lorik to another (juarter".—

No somier luis any thing in the heallh", or in the circuiTistan-

res of men', gone <ross to t!K»ir wish', than they liegin to talk

V - of the uneonal distrilMilion of the g(»od thingH of this Hfe";

they envy tno condition ofothers' ; they repine at theiir own
"'

lof, and fret against the Ruler of the world".

* S Full of the«?e wentimentV, one man pines under a brolinn

eonstitutjon^ Bui let ns ask him', whether he ran', frtiily * imd

unavoidable calamities make a parf,

chiefpari", of the vexations^ and sor-

aH: L
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honestly', nseign nacause for tM»% tmt theunknown tlecNje of
heaven^ ? IlHshe duly valued the blessuig of haallh", andal*
ways observed the rules of virtu»> and sobri€ty'? Has h»
been moderate in his life', and temperate in ail his pleasures'K
Ifnow he is only paying the pric:e of his former'. perhajMhigi
forgotten indulgenc('s\ has he any title to complam^ asif hi^
were suflering UQJustiy ?

4 WerOfiirtf to siurvey the chambers of sickness'^ and dis^

tress', vq| should often And them peookid with the victims of
intempMrance'^and sensuality', andfwitn the children of vicioiiSe^

indolence' and sloth\ Among the thousands who languisit^

there'', we should And the propordou of tnnoeenf sufferers t*'
be small\ We should see faded youth\ premature oM agf!\

and the prospect of an untimely grave', in be the portiou or
multitudes', who', in one"" way or oth^r', '^ve brought those k
evib on themselves'' ; whiks yet tlicse m ntyrs of vice^ and}
folly', have tJie assurance to arniig^j th«^ hard fate of raanV#
and to ** fret against the Lord\'*

5 But you', perhaps', complain of hardships of anofhtr
_

kind^;ofme injustice of th«i world'; of the poverty whkUi
you suffer', arid the discouragements under which you^
labour^ ; of the crosses'' and disappointments;', of which your|
life has been doomtnl to be fu!l\—Before you give too muchj|^
scope to your discontenf, let mc desire you to reflect impur'* t
tially upon your past train of Iife\

f Have m»t skrfh^ or pride', ill tr»nper\ or sinfu' paJBslrins'j.'i

raislpd you tvften from trie path of sound and ^\ ise eonducf ?,i.

Have you not been wanting to yourselves in improvibg thoso^t

opportunities which Providence offered you', for bettenng^
and advancing your state'? If you have chosen to indulgo

"

yourhumour\or your taste', in tne gratifications ofindolencvH
or pleasure', can you complain because others', in preferenco^r

to you^^ have obtained those advantages wliich naturally be-
long to useful kdiours', and honourable pursuits' ?

7 Hive not the c<msequencea ofsome false steps'»iBl#
which your passions^, or your pleasures', have betraytd youTy^
pursued you through much of your life' ; tainted', periiapa',^^

^

j-.-fh

that the world seldom turns wholly agamst a inanf, unlea*
through hisown fault\ ** Religion is'j'Ma gencraf, ** profits*

ble unto all thing9\*'

S Virtu«\ dikgencc\ and induetry'ijoined with goodtem «

perVand prudence', have ever been found the surest ro«l to t.

prosperity' ; and where men foil of attaining if, their want ol ^~
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•uccess 18 far oftcner owing to tlie!< having devlnted from that
nMul% than- to tlieir having encountered inuuperable bam In

it^. Some", by being too artful", forfeit ti:<8 reputation of
probity\ Some", by being too onen'^ arc accounted to (ail

in pridence\ Others", by being nckie^ and changealilej ace
distrusted by Hn\ / fe

9 The case commonty h% that men seek to ascribt» ilrf^r

disappointments to anj^ cause", ratiicr than to tii^-sr own ivinh

conduct^ : and when^ tJtey can devise no other i:;^u:-se", they lay

them to the charge of rrovidence\ Their lolIy leads tnem
into vices^ ; their Vk/'s into misfortunes" ; and in tli ir misfor-

«

tunratliey ** mt? iinuf s^ainst FrovideaceV*
. 10 They are ((k:tiijl;(y unjust to^.vards their Creators Inthdr

prosperitv', they are apt to asi ribe tl^eir succi-jm to their otvii

diligence^ rather than to his blcssLr.g'- r and in tlieir adveraitjr",

ahovc j^and ofevil^ and inisury", man is the author to

1 1 Wi en", from the condition of individudhl^, we look
abroad to the puMu state of the world", we meet with mom

formidable vrray'^ against each other", to cover the earth With
blood", and to fill the air with the cries of widows" and
orphans\ Sad evils these are", to which this miserable worid
is exposed\

12 But are these evils", I beseech you", to tie hnputed to
God" ? Was it he who sent forth slaughtering armies into the
Held", or who filled the peaceful d^ with massacres, and
blood"? Are these miseries any other than the bitter fruit of

Vj|ien*s violent and disorderly passions" ? Are the^ not cleariy

16 be traced to the ambition", and vices ofunnces', to the
quarrels ofthe greaf, and to the turbulence oi the people^?-—
Let lis lay tb^ entirely out of the account", m thinking
of ProvidenceT , and let us think only of the ** foolishness

of manS"
18 Did man control his passions^ and form his conduct

according to the dictates ofwisdom^ h*imanity\ and virtiw",

the earthwould no longer be desolatedby cruelty^ ; andhuman
sodetieswould live in order\ harmony", aiid|>eace\ In those
•nenes of mischiefs and violeiioei" wnich fill the world", let

man behold", with shame", the picture of his vices^ bis ignor-
aiitt%, «nd folly\ Let him be numbled by Uie moftinriDg

I

no

. -.'-SxWlwiVi}-;'-; .Ui'''IiiiHt-l'.
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view of his own pi'rvcrseucus' ; but let not his " heart frel

a^.itiist the Iw)rd\'' ..,..v. -..—..
„|^^,,j,

:, ^^1, y.^^ >; A^-. SECTION V.
'> r

> On disinterested friendship*

hav«!5ot If rtui'jd with their sophistry' ?

S The aulhors-to whom I rt'fei*', dibstinde their disciplt^s

from itering into any strong :ittjtehtnents', as unavoidub^y

tii«^m

forth

ncss% they contend', anxiously to involv6 himself in the con*
ccms of olhers\

8 They recommend it also', in all connexions of Uiis kind',

to hold the bands of union cxtri;meiy loose , so as always to

have It in one's power to straiten^ or relax thorn', as circum-
stances'^ and situations' shall render most cxpedient\ 'J^hey

add', as a capital article of their doctrine', that', " l» live v.x-

cmpt from Ciires', is an essential ingredient to eoriHtitute hti-

man h.Hppmess^ : but an ingredient', nowevei*', which he', who
voluntarily distresses himself with cares', in which he has
no necessary and personal interesf, must never ho^ie to

possessV ;r h .<.

4 I have been told likewise', that there is another^kct of

firom the coDnadon^ **

- * Acconiinigly they a8sert^ that those persons are most

disposed to have recourse to auxiliary aHtances of this kind'

who are least qualified by nature^ or fortune', to depend upon

theirown strength'and powers^: the xsmkersex^^ for ins^tance'

beiiif^generally more inclined to engage in friendships', than

the vrmt '"•urt of our species^ ; and those who are depressed

by mdigence\ or labouring imdfr misfortunes', tlian th|.

w^thy,andthei>ro8nerous\
"^ Excellent and obliging sages', these', undoiibtecjiy' ! To

strike out Uie friendlv aneclions from the mwf* -' oiid would

i'U*i.' i«,4i,'.,-'. ^f.
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be like exctnguishinir the gun in the naturoJt'^ each of th**ni

being the source of the best and most gf'atcuil satisfaction']

that Heaven lias conferred on the sons ofnien^. But I should

rejected with the utmost disdain^

7 For nothing^, surely^, can lie more inc6nsistcnt >viUi

well-n

laudul

it may probably li<;t attended\
8 V irtue herseir, indeed', ought to be totally rtnounctJ^, \i

it be right to avoid every posnibie means that may he produc-
tive of une}isincss' : for ivho', that is actuated by her princip

'

'
l^es', can observe the conduct of an omnmU charactctr', witli-

<iut being afT^lcted with some degree or secret dissatisfaction"?

Are not the just% tne hrave', and tiie ^iMid', necessarily

exposed to the disagreeable emotions of disiike and aversion',

when they respectively meet with instances of fraud', ofcow-
ardice", or of villany" r It is an essential ])roperty of every
welUconstitu'.ed mind', to be affected with pam^ or pleasur^,
according to the nature ofthose moral appearances that pre-
sent themselves to observation\ >1 #r>

10 If sensibility", thereto V, be not incompatible with tnra
wisdom", (and it surely is not', unless we suppose thatj^iloso-
phy deadens every finer feeling of our nature",) what just 4rea>
BOD can he assigned', why the sympathetic sufferings which

~ may result from friendship", should be a sufficient imtucement
„ for banishing that generous affection from the human breast^ ?

11 E^inguish nil emotions of the heart", and what differ-

,«,«wM».-^*"<5® will remain", I do not say between man'' and 6rtile^, b|it

lietwecR man' and a mere inanimate, cloc^? Away ihm with
those Hustere philosophers", who rej^.-esentvirtue as hardeoing

,

the soul againit all tl)|p softer impressions of humanity^ ! <.

12 The fact", cert»mly", is much othenvise\ A truly jcood
' man", is"j upon many occasions", extremely susceptible often-

der sentiments^; and his heait expands with joy* or shrtnkk .

with sorrow", as good or ill fortune accompanies his friend;\

I Upon the whole", then", it may fairly be cpncluded"^ tlmit', at
• in the caseofvirtue", so in that of friendship", ^hosepamfU) sen-

ati<m!« *vhich may sometimes be proditeed by the one\ aswdD
M by t^«^ other", are equally insumcient Krounds foreKdudin^

. ftMer o^tuem from taking po4isession of our bosoms

.

la Ti^J who insist that '* utility is the first and prevaUin|

'

-:; -^•M:.,:;,:M

hK
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sense

fitMn which they flo^v'j that gives them tlieir best and most
irnlunhle recomnicndation\

14 It is so far indeed fram being vr ified hy fnct', tlinta

ise of our wants', in the original cause offorminiS these amf-
cable alliances^; that'^on the contrary', it is obsei*vable', ti)at

none have been more distinguished in their friendships', ttiah

Uiosewhos(xpower^ and opulence', buf,above alK,whose supc*
nor viriw^y (a much firmer supporf,) have raised them aliova

every necess^Hy ofhaving recourse tu the assistmcb of othcrt^
15 Tlie true distinction then', in the question', is', Hiat ** al

Mimfgli friendsh'i)) is certiinly productive of utility', yet utility

ifl not the primarj motive of iViendsIiipV' Those selfish sii»i-

tiialists', therefore', wlio', lulled in the lap of luxury', pre-

iumc to maintain the reversed^ have surely no elatni to atten-

tion''; as they are neither miaiifled by reflection^ noc ex|>cri-

ciice', to be competentJu(4re5of the subject\

18 Is there a man ujionlhe face of the earth', who would
deliberately accept or all the wealtli', which this world can
bestow^, ifofTenta to him upon the severe terms of his being
unconnected with a single mortiil whom he could love', or b
whom he should be beloved' ? This would be tc lead the

wretched life of a detested tywinf, who', amidst i«»-petu:d

«iiwpicions\ and alaYins', passes his miserable days', a stionger

to every tender sentimenf ; and utterly precluded from tli«

heart^felt s;itisfactions of friendship\

Mdmoi '» translation of Cicero's Laliut.

;feS>w:5:|-''^'/,--' SECTION VL '
' ^ '

.4.. j^^')^':i4: On the immmiaktyafUit soiU. ''^^

IW AS yesterday walking alone', in one of my friend^f

woods', and lost myself in it very agreeably', as I wa^nih-
ning over', in ray mind', the several arguments that cmablish
(his gretit point' ; which is the basis of morafity', and the
source of ail the pleasing hopes^ and secretjoys', that canaris«

in the heart of a reasonable creature\
\ ' f I considered those several proofs drawn'—^Firsf,fronrith9

iurfure of the soul ilse^y and particularly its iminaterialitr' *,

which', though notabsolutely necesacury to the eternityof its du.
fStion', has'. I think', been evinced to atinostademonstration\

S Secondly', fVom its passions' and sentiments^ ; an', oar
• .^ * .- I'. •. , . . .^ horror oranuinila

with tiiat ji'^rret talu-
dculariy', from its lore of existence^

;

Qon' ; and its hopes of immortality^

;

kfi

fc«i*.- •'4'^!">i-
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4 IJut Minotij; IhesCy sine! allitr nxcollcnt iirguinents for the

in»n«>rt;»rJty (»l'tl»e soul', thi'iv. is on«Mlra\vnfrvin i\w |»mM«|ii-

«i;.;"o^rosH*<)f tUe 81)11! t<» its pfrliirlion', ^vithout a possiiulity

ofever driiving at it' ; ^viiich is a hint thut I do not refn«:mlNi:i

lo liavo Si-eii opont'd and iinjirovod l>y those wjio have writ-

ti'ii OM thiM Riihiyc't', thou^',h il seems lo met tu carry a very

jSn'ut weight with it\ .^^ >^r.^ «<

,

5 How can it t^ntnr into the thciugnts of man', that the ioul'

t%hich is eaj>al>le of imimmsf: pcfcctions', and of leceiying

ni;w iniprovfnients to all cternitv',sliall fall away into nuthinj^
ahno^t as soon as it is created^ ? Are such ahiiitit'S made mr
no ptirpfkse" ? A hn\W arrives at a point of oerfection", thai he
CiiU never pass^ : in a few years hie has all the endowments he
is c:tpabXeo^; and were he to live ten thousand more', Would
be thes:une tiling he is at presenr.

Were a human siuil thus at a stand in her aecomiitish-

nient.s'; were her facultii^s to be full blowi/jand ineapaule of

^rthcr enlarj^ements'; 1 could imagine she might fall away in-

aensibly', and drop at once into a state of annihilatinn\ B|it

can w»; believe a tn)nK»i>g being that is in a perpetiHii progress
of improvement', and travelling on from perfection^ to perfec-

tion', after having just looked abroad into tlv> works of her
Creator', and made a few discoveries oi''hisinnniteg4>odncfs\

wisdoni\ iU'd poweK, must perisli at he^rfirst setting out', and
m the very hep^'nning of her mijuiries''

?

7 Man', t iiMidered only in his -pitaenl state', seems sijnt

into the Avorlu merely to propajjate his kind\ He provides
himself with a successor', and immediate!v <|iwts his post to

s,^^ jnakc room for !)im\ lie does not seem born to tnjoy li(e',

hujt to deliver it down to others\ Tliia is not surprising^ to
consider in animals', wliii-ii are formed forour use', and which
•. un finish their business in a snort life\

8 The silk-worm','after having spun her task', lays
,tfs;s' and dies\ But a man cannot take in his full meai

ei

meiisure
01 knawledge\ has not time to subdue hispass»ons\ establish

his soul in virtut;", and come up to llie p<M-fi'cti(m of his na-
ture', before I: MS hurrif.d off the stage\ Would an infinitely

wise ueing', it^ike sucli glorious creatures for so mean a pur-
pose'? Can lie delight in tin; production of such abortive in-

telligences', such short-lived reasonable beings'? Wotild he
give us talents that are not to bg excii!iid''i€|iil>4citi*^vthAt

«enever to be graliiied'? ^*^ " - p * ^..^ . .

(««i
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* f flow ean we And that wisdom which shiiit*s thruu^h nli

nia works', in tho formation of man% without looking un thi$

world as only a nursery' for tho ntxt" : and without iHilieving

that the sev^nd generations of rational creatures', which rise

u|i and disanpear in such quick successions^ arc only to

receive their llrst rudiments ofuxistencu /<«re', and iiflor^vards

to be transolanted into a moru n'icndly diinatu", where thejr

may spreaa and flourish to all eternity^ ?

10 There is nof, in my opinion', a mor,. pleasing and trii* .

timphant consideration inrclij;ion', than this of the per)>etuMl

progress^, which the soid makes towards the perfection of ita
'

nati^re% without ever arriving at a period in it\ To look
upon the soul as going on from streugtli' to strength'' ; to con- .

Hiaer that she is to shine for ever with new accessions of

jlory^, and brijjhten to alF eternity^ ; that she will he still add- '

ing virtue' to virtue\ and knxMvledce^ to knowledge'; carries -

Init sometliing wonderfully agreeable to that ani!>ition', whicll '

is fiatural to the mind of niaii\ Nay', it must be a prospect
pleasing to <3od himsdr^ to see his creation f»>r ever heauti-

tyini^ in his eyes' , and drawin^^ nearer to him', by greater dc-
l^rees of res4*mblance\

cheruh', whicJi now appears as a god to a humjin soul', knows
IS A% A ^1 • a •!• I *.• A. •a-* I

Upon tnat (irsrce or pet

mnch as she noio ftdls short of it\ II is true', the iiigher na-
tijnre still advances', and by that means preserves his t(fstanr(^%

and superiority in the scale of being'
;
yet he know s that'.

It With what astonishment'' and veneration', may wet(Vok
(i^o our own souls', where there are fucli hidilen stores of vir-

tue' and knowledge^ sucli inexhnuHted sourres of perfection'!
We know notjfii what we shall he^ ; nor will it ever ent«;r into
-the heart ofman', to concdve the J^lory that will be always in

rescne for him\ The soul', considered with its Creator', ts

Rkenne of those mathematical lim>s', that may draw neSHrrr

toanother foi^aUeternit}'', without a possibility («f tun<Tiing it^:

andean therebe a thought sotransporting', as to e(>n:»ider our-
selves in these pei'petual approach«rs to hjm', w ho is*

»• e «/«ii/^

orW not only Mperfertion', but of hapniniss' y ^ ^^ aiioison.

<
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. CHAP. V.
DUSCRIPTIVK PIECES.

SECTION I. J ,

Tke Sea9on»»

AMONG the great blessings^ and wonders' ofthe creation'
may l>e classed the regularities or times', and seasons^

Immediately after the flood , the sncred promise was made to
nMin^, tliat seed-time' and liarvest\ cold and heat', summed
And winter\ day^ and night', should continue to the very end
of all thing8\ Accordingly', in obedience to tliat promise",
tlie rot'ition is coristsintly presenting us with some useful' ana
i^reeahle tdteration^ ; and all the pleasing novelty of life^

arises from these natural changes^ ; nor ariB we ^9 indebted
to them for many of its solid conifort8\

inate observations upon natural variety', cannot be undelight-
ful'; since the blessing which every month brings alongwitb
it', is a fresh instance of the wisdom^ and Imunty oftliatPror
idence', which rcgiilalcs the glories of the year\ We elow
as wc contemplate^ ; we feel a pro]>cnsity to adore', whilst

we enjoys.

5 In inc tknc of soed-sowrng', it is the season of eotj/l •*

Jmipe'' : the grain which the husnandman trusts to the bosom
of tiie earth , sh»n% hayily', yield its seven-fold rewards^

anticipates tlic harvest^ ; he watches the prop^ss of nature,
and smileis at her inRucnce^ : while theman ou^ontemplation'*,

walks fortli w-'th the evening', amidst the fragrance offlow-
ers', and promises of plenty^ ; nor returns to his cottace tin

' " . •
- Then cometn the

granaries of

to a luxurj
ofabundance\
4 '

ofthi
shade^
love^ and gratitude', unite to render every
di'!ri^hifiil\ The divis'ton of Kght^ and darkness^ i« one oftho
kinoest efforts of Omnipotent Wisdom\ Day^ and nighf
yield us contrary bb^ssings^ ; and', ui the same time', auM
wurh other', by giving fresh lustre to the delights of 6ofA^

• »«)
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Amidit the glara of day^ and buftle of life", how ooukl W9
leep^? AmidstthegloomofdarkneM'ihow could we hiboiu^?

i How wise^i how benignant, then', is the proper diviiionS

The hours of hghf, are adapted to activity^ ; and thoM ol
darkness', to rest\ £re the day is pabsed', exercise^ andiui^
turcf' prepare us for the pi)low\ and l»y the thne that thi

•v

interesting

SECTION II. '

' T%e caiarad ofJ^iagaray in Canada^ M>rlh America,

THIS amazing fall of water', is nfiade by the river St. Law*
rcncc', in its passage from lake Erie'^^into the lake Ontft-

rio\ The St. Lawrence is one of the larcest riven in Um
worid\ and ret tiie whole of its waters', is aischarf^ed in thii

place', by a fall of a hundred and fifty feet perpendirular\ 1%
,

IS noteasy to bring the imagination to correspond to the great-
ness ol the scenc*^.

£ A river extremely deen^ and rapid', and that serves to
drain the waters of almost nil North America into tlie Atlan-
tic Oceiin',is here poured precipitately down a led^e of rockf^,
that rise<i»', like a wall', across the whole bed of its streamN
The river', a little above', is near three quarters of a vaSHm

broad^ ; and the rocks', where it grows narrower", are four
hundred yards over\
S Their direction is not straight across', but hollowing in-

wards li4i;e a horscrshoc^: so that the c^itaracf. which benda
to the shape of the obstacle', rounding inwarcls', prcsenti a
kind of theatre', the most tremendous in nature\ ^Justio
the middle of this circular wall of waters', a little island', thai
has braved the fury ofthe current', presents one of its pmntiT,
and divides the stream at top into two parts^ ; but tbn
unite again long before they reach the bottoin\
4 The noise of the fall', is heard at tlie distance of i

lea^uesMand the fury of the waters', at the terjoatnatkni of
their fall', is inconceivable\ The dashing produces a »^,
that rises to the very clouds'' ; and which fonns a most b«iuti-
ful rainbow', when the sun shines\ It will be rcjidily sup-
posed', that such a cataract entirely destroys tlie naviffation

ofthe stream^ ; and yet some Indians, in their canoes% as il

Is said', have ventured down it with safety^.* ooldsmith.

* Tbti vn^mnnf dnvm in tafetj/, is • report, bearing npon its front b» ttwa

refHUMion: tiiM it stwuld ever have found a piare in tbe brain or tb# lionb •#
Ibe elegant liiitorian, Is • matter of surprise. Canoes and other veiads, wkk
fasipigcrs, are, Indeed, somtlmes unfortunately drawn down tb«j

CVci

'ii:i-. :-:, ,-l^.:.A(..l



.1)^''^

-^

*.

•'4

r/W Engliah Reader,

SECTION III.

A=
';-ytf '-n.*-> \2%« grotto o/Antiparos,

f\F atl the subterraneous caverns now known'', the grotto of

iV^ Antiparos^ is the most remarkable', as weU for its

f^^ntf, as for the beauty of its spnrry incrustations\ This
^{iehrated cavern was first explored by one Magni^ an Ital

Uiatraveller^, about one hundredjuars ago', at Antiparos', f^»

inconsidenible island of tlie Archipela^o\
S * Having Iven informed'," says he', " by the natives o-

Faros', that', tn the little island of Antiparos', which lies abou<

tffo miles from the former', a ^igantii; statue was to be seer
atthcmot'th of a cavern' (in iliaiplac^J\t was resolved thai

yftff (the French consul and himsefr) should pay it a vi8it\ Ir

pursuance of tbis resolution', after we had landed on thr

juid almost repressed curJo8ity\

d Recovering the fij*st surprise', however', we entered
boldly* , and had notjtroccedcnl above twenty paces', when
the 8up|K)3ed statue nnhc giant', presented itselr to our view*

We quickly perceived', tliat what the ignorant natives had
been terrified at as a siantf^ was nothing more than a sparry
laoncretion', formed by tlie water dropping from the roof

of the cave', and by degrees hardening into a figure', which
their fears had formed into a monstcr\
4 Incited by this extraordinary appearance", we were In*

duccd to proceed still furtheK, in quest of new adventures in

this subterranean al)ode\ As we proceeded', new wonders
ofijred themselves''; the spars', formed into trees'" and shrubs'
|>resented a kind of petrified grove^ ; some white', some ^rcjen*

MidNdl receding in due perspective\ They struck us with the
more atpasement', as we kntnv them t(Kbe mere productions
«ofnature', who', hitherto in solitude', had', in her playful mo-
ments', dressed the scene', as if for her oion amusemenr.**

5 * We had as yet seen but a few of the wonders of the
place^ ; and we were ir-itrodiiced only into the portico of this

mraaxinc templet In one corner of this half illuminated re-

cces', there appeared an opening of about throe f<M'.t wide',
fvhicfa seemed to lead to a place totally dark', and which one

, ^——> mmm, i i»»..-. — -i i ^m. —. . mi, i »..> n —-i^— —^»^——^—
ilHrltj, hat ««l(lani a Teftipe of eir.her is ev«r nfrerwanl!! s<?en, Tlie ttiirrijp

•wnNtnin tm\y ami the towerinff pine, freqiienUjr bike the dtMjptrut* Uttjt, mi>4

' rfitapiiMir. SiUc

u

tlmiiiiTWiWtif
' " ' >

'
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ofthe natives asiturea us contjiincd notliing more than a renter f
voir of water\ Upon this itiform:ition\ wo miido an «xi»eri»

ment', hy tin'owing down some stones', which rinYiMing along
the sides of the descent for some time', the soundseomod at
last quashed in a bed of water\

U In ord(ir' however', to he more certain,' we sent in a Le-
vantine mariu or', who', hy the promise of a good reward', ven*
tared', with a flumheau in liis hand', into tliis narrow aiveK
ture\ After coatinuin^ within it for about a quui*ter orail
hour,' he returned', bearing in his hand', some beautiful pu'cet
of white spar', whieii art could neither equal' nor imitate.^

—

Upon.being informed by liim that the phice was/u// of theso
beautiful incrustations', I ventured in with him', about lift

t

paces', anxiously and cautiously descending', by a steep ana,
dangerous way\ • ••

7 rinding', however', that we came to a precipice which led

into a spacious amphitheatre', (if I niay so call it',) still deeper
than any otlier part', we returned', aiid beinj; provided with
a ladder\ flambeau\ and other thitigs to expedite our desccnf

,

cavenr."

SECTION IV.

The grotto ofAntijmros, continued.

, *.:

»^:»'ri^?'

**/^UR candles being now all lidittd up', and the w1ior«

V-F place completely illumiuated', never could the t-ye Im
presented with a more glitleriuy;' or a more magMifjcent8ten«'\

The whole roof hung with solid icuks\ transparent as glass',

yet solid as marbh-'. Tlie eye couid scarcely reach the lofty

and noble ceiling'; the sidt'S were retjiilarly formed with spars
;

and the whole |)resented the idea of » magnificent theA(r*9',

illuminak'd with an immense profusion of lightg\

a The floor consisted of solid marble^; and', in sevrnd
places', magnificent columns'. tbrones\ altars\ and other
objects', ap}>ear(!d', as if nature had di-signed t(»mock the curt-

osities of art\ Our voices', upon spe.alving\ or singing', were
redoubled to an astonishing loudness' ; and upon Ihe ftrin^* of

a gun', the noise and reverberations', wt^'e almo.st deafenmg .

d In the midstoftlusgrand amphitheatre', rose a concretion

of about fifteen feet luj^u', that', in some measure', resembled
an altttr^ ; from whieh\ taking tl:»! iiiiit', we caused mass to be
c<^lehr:it.ed there\ The bwiutiful colunuis that sluK up round
die altar', appeared liUe ean^llrstieks' ; and many other natural

objects', rt'pr«;sejjted the customary oruaiueuta of thui ri|is^
**



«3 The English Reader. Part U
4 ** Below even this spacious grotto', there seemed another

cavrm^j clown which l ventured with my former mariner',

and descended about fifty paces hy means of a rope"*". 1 a* last

arrived at a small spot of level ground', where the bottom
appeared difTiTcnt from that of the amphitheatre', being com-
posted ofsoft clay, yielding to the pressure', and into which I

thrust a stick to the deptli of six ft'et\ In tiiis', however', as

above', numbers of the most beautiful crystals were formtd*,

•rated by time , that we could not read it distinctW\ It seem-
cd to import that one Antipater', in the time ofAlexander',
had come hither'' ; but whether he penetrated into the depths
of the cavern', he does not think fit to inform us\"—This
account of so beautiful and striking a scene', may serve to

JSive us some idea of the subterraneous wonders of nature\
^- ^ - 60LOSMETU*

isiV:':.^-^''
;"'-' '' SECTION V.

i^^csfc iifi.. Earthquake at Cutanea,

ONE ofthe earth<|UJ»kes most particularly described in his-

tory, is that wliich happcMiecl in the yesir 1693' ; the dam
nges of which', were chiefly felt in Sicily', but its motion was
perceived in Germany^ France', and Engiand\ It extended
to a circumference of two thousand six hundred leagues^

;

j^iieny affecting the sea coasts', and great rivers''; more per-

iow\

»t their

rolling bil

The walls were dashed from their foundations': and no
fewer thanJiftu-four cities', with an incredible number of vil-

Ingfts^, were either destroyed' or greatly damaged\ The citv

01 Catanea'jin particulai-', was utterly overt hrown\ A tra yef-

ler who was on his way thither', perceived', at the distance 9
ilomemiles',a black c)oud',Iike nighf, hanging over the place^

3 The sea', all of a sudden', began to roar^ ; mount ^ICtna',

to send forth great spires offlarno'; and soon after a sh(»ck

ensued', with a noise as if all the artillrry in the wnrUl had
been at once dischargt^d'. Our traveller b-ing oliliged to
alight instantly, felt himself raised a foot f ii the ground"'

and turning his j'ycs to the city', he with amazement saw
nothing hut a thick cloud of dust in tl»e air\

4 The birds firw about astoDishcd' ; the sun was darkened''

;

fte beasts ran howling from the liltls'iand although ti»e shock
tad not cotttiuuu >.h(»vi' thn-e uiiMiitcs', vet near nineteen

'^:^'kLsfif,W:, wfi?^ ;; ^liT '-:'»j!«.'ff4,

:
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thousatid of the inhabitants of Sicily'', pehsLed in the ru**'

ina\ Catanpa', to which city the dcscriber was trateiline',

sucmed the jtrincinal scene of ruin^ ; its place only was to be
found", and not a lootstep pf its former magnificence', wai to
be seen remaining\

^ ;.
oolpsuith.

.^i-^-'. '-^^^.^^
,

SECTION VI. ,-.::.-> -
Creation.

IN tlic pro<!;ress of the Divine works^ and governmenf»
there arriv(!d a i>eriod', in which this eartn', was to be

called into cxistence\ When the signal momenf
,
predea^

tined from all ebTnity', was come', the Deity arose in bit

might', and', with a word', created the world\—^^Vhat nn
illustrious moment was thaf, when'', from non-existence',

there sprang at once into being', this mighty globe', on wiiich
80 many miHions of creatures now divell^

!

2 No preparatory measures', were required\ No long'

tircuit of nit.'uns', was employed\ " He spake , and it was
fione*^: he commanded' ; and it stood fast''. The earth was
at first without form', and voi(r ; and darkness was on tile

face ofthe deep\" The Almighty surveyed the dark abyss'

;

and fixed bounds to the several divisions of nature\ H«
said', " Let thero be liglif ; and there was light\"

3 Then appeared the sea', and the dry l«nd\ The motin-
tains rose' , and the rivers (lowed\ The sun\ and moon',
began their coiirse in the skies\ Herbs'^ and plarjts' clotheo

the ground . The air\ the earth\ and the waters', werw
stored witli their respective inhabitants*. At last', man was
made after the image ofGod\
4 He appeared', walking with countenance erecf , and re-'

ceived his Creator's benediction', as the lord ofthis new worlf*'-.

The Almighty behold his work when it was finished', »n4
pronounced itoooD\ Superiorb^'ingssa^v', with wonder', this
new accession to existence^. " The morning stars sang to-

gether' , and all the sons olGod', shouted for joy\"

—

blm^
SECTION VII.

Charity,

CHARITY is the same with benevolence' or love* ; and is

the term uniformly employed in tlie New Testaraertf, to
denote all t he good alTections which we ought to liear towards
one anotlier\ It consists not in speculative ideas of general
benevolence', floating in the heiid', and leaving the hearf, as
speculationj too often do', untouched'^ and cold'. Neitlier is

it confined to that indolent good nature', which makes usi»||
satisfied witii being free from inveterate malice', or ill-will to

Mle)

aiiJ-i"
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oup fellow-creatures', without promptinj; us to be of service

to aiv{r\

2 True charity", is an acti'' princi|)lci\ It is not properly
a «ifiiffo virtue' ; but a disposition residing in the hearf, as a
founiiiin whence all the virtues of bcnignitv\ candoui*', for-

bearance\ generosity\ comr>assion\ and iioerality'', flow', as

so many native streams\ From general good-will to alK, it

extends its influence particularly to those with whom wo
9t;iml in nearest connexion", and who are directly within the
sphere of our good offices''.

S From the country' or community to which we belong'

it descends to the smaller association-ij of neighbourhood''^ ro-

|ations\ and friends' ; and spreads itst'.fovcr the whole cuxlc

of sodal and domestic life\ I mean not that it imports a
promiscuous undistinguished afiection',which giveseveryman
•n equal title to our love'. Charity', ifwe should endeavour
to oarry it so far", would be rendered an imj^rracticable vir«

tae^; and would resolve itself into mere words'^ without
affecting the heart\
4 Trut ch.-u'ity attempts not to shut our eyes to the dis-

tinction between good^ and bad men'; nor to warm our
hearts ecpially to those who hefnend\ and those who injure

«b\ It reserve's our esteem for good men', and our compla-
cency tor our friends\ Towanis our enemies', it inspires for-

nveness\ humanity', and a solicitude for their wclfarc\ It

breathes univcrssil candour' and liberality of sentiment\ It

0imisgentlenessoft'^mper',anddictates anability ofmanners\
5 It prompts corresponding sympathies witli them who

TCt^oice', and tliem who weep\ It teaches us to slighf and de-
spise no man\ Charity is the comforter of the afllicted\the

protector of the oppressed^ the reconciler of differences', the
intercessor for ofTendersS it is faithfulness in the friend\ pub-

Iife\ It is the sun that enlivens'^ and clieers' the abudes ot

rtien\ it is ** like the dew of Hermon'," says the Psalmisf

,

**and the dew tliat descended on the mountains of Zion',

where the Lord commanded the blessing', even life for ever
moreyn BLAIR.

lii

N
SECTION vm

Prosperity is redoublea to a good man.

ONK but the teniperate\ the regular^ and the virtuous',

know \v)\v to enjoy proyperity\ Tlu-y bring to its com-
(J2c)
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forts the maniy reliah of a sound' uncornipted mind\ ^X!hey
stop at the proper point", before enjoyment degenerates intc>

disgusf, and pleasure is converted into pain\ They as* "^r

strangersto those comolaintswhich flow fromsplcen\caitficc^
and ali the fantastical distrt>sses of a vitiated mind\ While
riotous indulgence', enervates both the body'' and the mjnd',
punty'^and virtue', heighten all the povvere ofhuman fruitlon^*;,^

2 Feeble are all pleasures in whicli the heart has no «harc^ ^5,

The selfish gratifications of the bad', are both narroto in their

circle', and short in their •duration\ But prosperity is re-

doubled to a good man', by liis generous use of it\ It is re-,

fleetedback upon him from every onewhom he makes happy\
la the Intercourse of domestic aftection\ in the atttichment of
friends^ the gratitude of dependants\ the e^teem^ and goocU^

:

will of all who know him', lie sees blessings multi))lied on
every 8ide\

S When the ear heard me', then it blessed me"" ; and when
tlie «iye saw me', it gave witness to me^ : because I delivered
flwt »tAi«r fknf nniorU tlto riitKiorloce^ nnri him tHnf Itn/I nnru> tn

was eyes to the blinil', and feet was I to tlie lame^: l was a
father to the pooi^ ; and tlie cause which I knew not', 1 search-
ed outV
4 Thus', while the righteous mar flourishes like a ire^

planted by the r'.vers of water', he hriiiG;s forth cilso hisyruii

m its season^: and that fruit he brinps ibrth', not for himsilf
alone/. He flourishes', not like atrer in some solitary desert",

which scatters its blo^^soms to the wind, -pfX communicate
neither fruit^ noi shade" to iiny livinji thing : but like a tree m
the midst of an inhabited country , which to 50ff^e aflbrds

friendly shelter', to others fniir ; \^ hicU \a not only admired
by all lor its beautif' ; but blessed by the traveUer for the shadt^,
and hy the hungry for the sustenance it hatii given\ 1^^

SECTION IX.

Oti iht beauties ofthe Pstdms. '

GIIEATNESS confers no exemption from the cares^aod
sorrows of life its share of them", fret^uently bears a

melancholy proportion»to its exaltation\ This the monarqh
ofJsrad experienced\ He sought in piety", that peace which
he could not find in empire^; and alleviated the disquietudes
of «to/e', with the exercises of devotton\ His invaluable

PHJai!^',convey those comforts to othnrY^ which they afic}fik|i

Uikimtdf^, *
«•

•'
-

-• ^r-..- ;f ivV'^7 w, .-

.f ^5,
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f Composed upon narticiilir occMioni'. yet dcsif^ed fol
'

reneral tMe^ ; dclivnreu out as services for Israelites under the "!;

/iat0<,yetno lessadapted to (hecircumstancesorCAm/uin«uiH^>
der the GospeP ; they present religion to us in the mo8tpnga«'''^

|pncdres8^;conimunicatin^fn(//t5 \v'nich;7i^t/oM;7%could nevcrv>
investi^te% in a style which poetry turn never equal^ ; wtiile^'"^

hiMory is made the vehicle of prophecy^, and creation lends all

its charms to paint the glories or redcinption\

S Calci'latec? ^uW^i t<) profit and to please', they inform ihmf
understanding^ < hivate the affections , and entertain the im»C i

agination\ frdited under the inlluence of him', to whom all *•

hearts are kniw , and all events foreknown', they suitman*
'

kind in af! ?i^ :^«tions^
;
gniteful as the manna which descended

from abov<' ni conformed itself to every palate\ «*

4 The lah est productions of /tumon wit', after a few pcru*^'

Bsds', like gaih<: "
j wei-s', willier in our hands',and lose their

fragrancy'' : ht.'i uuje unfading plants ofparadise', become', as

we arc accustomed to them', still more"" and more' beautiful^

;

their bloom apjiears to be daily hei^htencd^ ; fresh odours are
emitted', and new sweets extracted from them\ He who has
once tasted their excellences', will desire to taste tliem again^ n

and he who tastes them oftenesl', will relish them besr. '

5 And now', could the author Hatter himself, that any one
'

would tiike /m// the pleasure in reading his work', which he
has taken in writing if, he would not Tear th^. loss of his la-

tude' came not near hia dwclling\ He arose^ fresh as the
mom'mg', to his ta^tk*^ ; the silence of the nidit', invited hint

to purbue it' ; and he can truly say', that fuod^ and resf, were
not preferred before it\ it v^

6 Every psalm ii ijiroved 'wifinitely ur >n hlij acquaintance
with if, and no one gave him uneasiness out the lasr: for thei»

he grieVsHl that his work was done\ Happier hours than
those which have been spent in these meditations on the songs
of Sioh', he never eypccts to see in this worUl\ Very pleas*

aniljdid they pass^ ; tliev me^ed smoothly' and swiftly uiong^:

forwhen thusengaged', he cotmted no time\ They are gone^;
but they have left a relish^ and a fragrance upon the mind' #
and the remembrance ofthem is sweet^. uo&nb*

SECTION X. ^ ;f!

CIuiractcrofALrREDfkingo/EnglajuL ^'"
.

THR merit ofthis prince', boUi in private^ and public life'

'

may with sdvantati^e', l»c set in opposition to that ofan>
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inoiMurch> or citizen", which the annals of any age% or my
nation', can present to U9,\ He seeras^ indeed', to be the
complete model of that perfect chaructei^, which", under the
denomination of a sitjgc'' or wise man", the philosophers have
been fond of delineating', rather ta uhction of their imagina-
tion", than in hopes ofever seeing it reduced to practice^: so
liappily were all his virtues tempered together ; so justly

were tiiey blended ; and so powerfully did each prevent the
other from exceeding its proper hounds\
S He knew how to conciliate the most enterprising spirrtf

with the coolest moderation^ ; the moM, obstinate fierseyer-

ancu", witli the easiest llexibility^ ; the most sever4: justice

with the greatest lenity^ ; the greatest rigour in command^
with tile greatest alfability of deportment' ; the highest capa-
city^ and inclination fur science', wita tlie most shining tal-

ents for action\

''

i. '^n^P*>M<1t-,

and aiK, and a pleasant^ engaging", and open couiitenance\
' By living in that barbarous age', he was deprived of histori

ans wortiiy to transmit his fame to posterity^ ; arid we wish
to see him delineated in more lively colnurs\ and with more
particular strokes', that we mi^ht at U(tst perceive sr>me of

those small specks'^ and blemishes', from which', as a tnan', it

s impossible he could be en/tre/jf exempted'. hcmk

SECTION XI.

Character o/'Quekn Eli/.abeth.

THEKK are few personages in iiistor^", who have .leei'

moreexpos*Hito ilie caluirmy ofiinemies^ and the iiduia

tion of friends', than qutien Eitxiibeth' ; ami yet tln^e scarcely

is any', whose roputuliun has Wen more certiunly determine*?,

by the unanimous consent or))usf:erity\ The unusual length

other adniinistratlonN and the stronji; features of her diamc-
' ji-", were a!)le to overcome all prejudices' ; and', obi gini^ iMff

detract ui*8 to almte niuoh oftheir iuvoctivea\andher adninen
somewhat of their piwiej^yrics', have', at last', in spite of polit-

ical faetiuiis', ami', what is n:ure',uf reli<j;i<»us animosities', pro
duced a uiuformjudgitunt with n*g;ud to her conduct.^

2 Her vijcour\lier constiuicy', lier m;>gnaninjity\ lujr |>«n-

etratifHi', vigilance', and adJress', are ullowed to merit the high-

est {H'ais^'s' ; and appear nollo have been sur}Kisseu by any per-

son who ever filled a Ihron*'' ; a eonUuct le.ss iig(M*ous', less im-
tXinous', m;«'e sincer' \ more iiidul;;ent to her peopfe", would
Da«c Imjcii requisite. t(>rorni a oe?7«;c/eh;»racter\ By the tixret

J.-.tiS'' .1 *.i** ,^- -^^-'^
lr,>ni';

. M.i^> ' j^ni*iiW;iyy^v
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of her miii(l% ahi*. t!tinltro|}6<1 all her nion*. active^ Hn(|-atrun{;cr

cpmtiti<*^% and •pi'cyKntcd them (run\ runnini; iiitu exccSaS
8 ller lniroi»m was exempted fn>m all temerity^ ; \ivr frti

gality', from avarice'' ; her friendship^ from partiality' ; her
enterprise', from tiirhuleney' ami a vain anibitioii\ She guar-
ded not herself, with efjual care\ or eqn:tl success^, from less

infirmities^ ; tlnvrivalsiiip of heaut^'\ tlie desire ofadmiration',
th<i JKalousy of love", and tin: Rallies of anger\

4' ller singular Udents for governmtynt', wvte founded
equally on her tempei'' and on her fapatity\ Ertdowcdwith
a great comm»nJ ovoi herself, she. soon obtained an unc6n-
troiled iiseendency over the people\ P'ew sovereigns of En;;
bind succeeded to the throne in more diflicult cireumstunci's';

and none ever conducted the government with so uniform
•uccess'' and felicity\

5 Though unacquainted with the practice of toleratiort',

the true Secret for managing religious factions', she preserved
her peoi>le', by her superior prudence', from those confusions
ill whicn theological controversy hud involved all tlie neigh-
bouring nations' ; and though lier enemies were the most
powerful princes of Kurope', the most active\ the most en-
terprising', the least scrupulous', she was able', by her vigour^,

lo makt* deep impressioiis on their state'' ; her ti\vn greatness
meanwhile remaining untouched* and unimpaired\

'^ 6 The wise ministers^ and brave men' who flourished duir

ins; her reign', share the prais«! of Iu5i' success'' ; buf, insti^ai^

of lessening llie apj)lause due to her', they make great addi-

tion to it\ They owed', all of them', tiieir advancement to
her choice^; they were supported by her constancy; and',

with all their ability', they were never ab'e to aetpiirean undue
ascendency over her\

7 In her faniily\in her courr,in her kingdom', she remain-
ed equally mi!itres8\ The force of the tender passionswas
f^rcat over her', but tlie force of her mind was still superior*

:

and th4i combat which ht-r vi(;l<»ry visibly cost her', serves

•nly to display the finriiu;ss of her resolution', and the lofti-

ness ofher ambitious sci liments'.

8 The fame of ttiis pr'iicess', though it has surmounted the
prejudiccf both of faction'' i»nd of bigotry', yet lies still expo-
sed to another prejudice', which is more durable', because
more natural ; and'which', aci.'ordinp: to the different vifcws in

whicli wt survey her', is capKi>le either of exalting biivond
measure', or dimiiiisliing the lustre of her character\ This
prejudice is founded on the consider;»ts«>n of her sex\

9 When we contemplate h^^r as a woman', we are ant to

km stri)ck with the highest admiration of her <iuaU*Jos and
4t.fi-

mu

.2^
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•KteiMivo capacity^ ; but we are^lacT apt Co re<^ir« mbm
more softness of aisposition\ some greater" lenity of tempar^
some of those amianle weaknesses^ try which her sex is db-
tinguished\ But the true method ofestimating her merif
8^, to lay ainde all these considerations', and to considfr her
merely as a rational being', placed in authority', and intnistMl
with the government of mankind\ humi^t

-)., i|<rf»?

ith^ii^'-X^-S
* SECTION xir.

The slavery ofvice.
' [i

THE slavery produced by vice', appears in the depend
tmce under which it brings the sinner', to circumaUtaeet

of external fortune\ One of the favourite characters of Ul^r

erty', is the independence it bc»tows\ He who is trvly.A

freeman', is aliove all servile compliances^ and abject subjec-
tion\ He is able to rest upon himself^ ; and while he regarda
his superiors with proper deference', neither debases himself
by cringing to them', nor is tempted to purchase their favour
by dishonourable mean3\ But the sinner has forfeited eve^
privilege ol this niiture\

2 His passions'* and habits', render him an absolute drpeod-
ant on the world', and the world's favour ; on the imciBrtaijH

goods of fortune', and the Hckle humours of men\ For it m
by these he 8ubsists\ and ^among these his happiness in

igs witnour. his hopes'^ 'and fears' all hang upoji th|
world\ He partakes in all its viiMssiUides' ; and is shaken bjr

every wind orfortune\ This is to be', in the strictest senar,
a slave to the world^.

3 Religion^ and *v irtue', on the other hand', confer An tfal

mind principles of noble independence\ ** The upright man
is satisfied fiom himself\" He despises not the advantaofB*
of fortune', but he centres not his happiness in theni^ -'llVnll

a moderate share of them', he can ne contented^ ; and eun-
tcntmenf, is felicity''. Happy in his own integrity\ conscioH»
of the esteem of good men\ reposinj; firm trust m the provi-
dence\ and the promises of OOd', he is exempted from ser-
vile dependence on other things\

4 He can wrap himself up in a good conscience', and hiok
forward', without terror', to the change of the world\ |^
aH things fluctuate around him as they please', he bebev^
that'v by the Divine ordination', they shall be made to work
together in the issue for hisguod^: and therefore', ha»'il)g

much to hop« fi*om God\ end little to fear from tb« wm^ ,#

.^*^>.r*frt^,,:.

""wf^'wwswa!**-
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be easy In eyery lUteN One who possesaei ^Mliio
riuch an estabUshment ofmind^ i^ truly free\

At shall I call that roan free^ wlio has nothing that in his

Mou)
IliiiiMlfiuch

6 But shall I call that roan free^ wlio has nolhing
ovtT^^ no property assured' ; wliose very heart is not his owr/,
but renaered the appendage of external things', and the
port offortune' ? Is that man free', let his outward condititon

be OTer so splendid',whom his imperious i.Mssions', detain at

thdr call', whom they send forth^at th^ir pleasure', to drudj^e

and toiK, and to beg his only enjoyment fVom the casualties

of the world' ?

6 Is ho free', who must flatter and lie to compass his ends'

;

who must l>ear with this man's caprice', and that man*s

not be honest', lest he should be poor'

!

7 Believe it', no chains bind so hard\ no fetters are so
lieavy', as those which fasten the corrupted heait to this

treacnerous worid^; no dependence is more contemptible
than that under which the vuluptuou<;\ the covetous^ or the
ambitious man', lies to the mean^ of pleasure^ gam', or pow-
«r\ Yet this is i\w ho^i^ted liheitv', i^'liich vice promises', as

the recompense ofsetting us h'e:t aom Uie salutary restnunts

•fTirtue\ BLAIR.

• ^ ^:^L"
' SECTION xni.

'

- '

»: The man ofinUgriU),

'% r will not take much time to delineate the character o(

J. the man of integrity, as by its nature it i.) a plain one, and
easily understood. He is one who makes it his constant rule

to fallow the road ofduty, according as tlie word of God, and
the voice of his conscience, point it out to him. He is not
guided merely by affections, which may sometimes give the
iftolour of virtue to a loose and unstable character.

S '^e upright man is guided by a fixed principle of mind,
wMch <1eterrames him to esteem nothing butwhat is honoura-
Ue;iind to abhor whatever is base or unworthy, in moral con-

duct Hence we And him ever the same ; at all times, tlie trus-

ty friend, the affectionate relation, the conscientious man ol
- Dusiness,the pious worshipper, the public s])irited citizen. :^

8 He assumes no borrowed appearance. He seeks nb
mask to cover him ; for he acts no studied part : but he is

indeed what he appears to be. full of truth, candour and hu-
manity. In all his pursuits, he knows no path but the fair

mA diirect one ; and would much rather fail of success* tha»
iin it by rei)roachfu1 means. ^-'

/ •

.

.*«'



;ri,«

V*-

no
e it

hu-
fair

laii

ifkap. I. DfiMcriptiPi Pitcei iiV''

4 He never sliows ui a imiling countemince, while Im ^
,

neditates evil acainst us in Iiis heart lie never praiaet in >

«mon|; our frienaa ; and then joins in traducing iia among our
•nenaies. We shall never find one part of his characur at
variancewith another. In his manners, he is simple and unaf-
fected; in all his proceedings, open and consistent

—

bla^e.

SECTION XIV.
€kntlenets*

1 BEGIN with distinguishing true gentleness from p
tameness of spirit^ and from unlimited compliance wii ua«

manners of others. That passive tamencss, which submlte.
without opposition, to every encroachment of the violentana

'

assuming, forms no part of christian duty; but, on the con-' ;

trary,^ is destructive of general happiness and order. That^
unlimited complaisance, which, on every occasion, falls hi

with the opinions and manners of others, is so Oir (Vom
being a virtue, that it is itself a vice, and tlie parent ofmany
vices.

2 It overthrows all steadiness of principle ; and produce!
that sinful conformity witlitlie world, wliich taints tjie whole
character. In the jiresent corrupted state of human man-
ners, always to assent, and to comply, is the very worst max-
im we cun adopt It is impossible to support the purity and
dignity of christian morals, without opposing the world on
various occasions, even though we should stand alone.

8 That gentlenesstherefore which belongs to virtue, is to b»^
carefully distinguished from the mean spirit of cowards, and
the fawiling assent of syco])liants. It renounces no just right

from fear. It gives up no important truth from flattery. It

is indeed not only consistent with a Arm mind, but it necessarily

requires a mnnly spirit, and a fixed principle, in order to give

it anv real value. Upon this solid ground only, the polish of
gentleness can with advantage be superinducea.
4 It stands opposed, not to the most determined regard for

virtue and truth, but to harshness and severity, to pnde and
crrogance, to violence and oj>pression. It is pro|)erly, tliat

part of the great virtue of charity, wlv'sh makes us unwilling
to give pain to any ofour bn^ciren. Compassion prompts uf
to relieve their wants. Forbearance prevents us from retaliai

^

ting tlieir injuries. Meekness restrains our angry pasaioni

;

tandour,^ur4everejudgments.
& Gentlenesd corrects whatever is offensive in our man*^

oers; and by a constint train of humane attentions, studiet

to alleviate tiie burden of common misery. Its office, there-

l^i>M, is extensive. It is not, like some other virtueiL oUtod

%
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onkr on^ peculiar emergencies; but it it continuailjr in

iDjjgkBD Wc.arc engaged in intercdurse vrith men. Il

likJluip our address, to regulate our speech, and^ dU**

f^jpB miKOirfer o^ir whole behaviour.

.^^ must not, however, confound this gentle **wiw}om
iftnoli ^Dn^ above," with that artificialcourtesy, U)atsti)<%Ml

tmoothness of manners, which is learned in the school ofuio
worid. Such accomplishments, the most frtvHousand empty
atay possess. Too often they are employed by the artful, as

a<liiai^: tpo often affected by tlie hard and unfeeling, t» ^
«9ffUr^JJt® baseness oftheir minds. We cannot, at thesam^
t(ij9)Et, «yoid observing the homage, which, even in su(ih instmifij

qij%$he world is constrained to pay to virtue.

Ill Iq order to render society agreeable, it id found necessiury

toiMnimie somewhat, tliat m|iy at least carry its anpcaranci^

^iTtilp is the iMniyei-tutl charm. Even its shadow U Icoutte^t

if^if^ the substance is wanting, ^'he imitation of it|i form
h^ks h^ii reduced into an art; and in the commerce c^JiA^
the first study 6f all who would either gain the esteeni, wr
%«3n the hearts of others, is to learn the s]>eech, and to adt^
mti jixiiini^rs, of candour, gentleness, ami, humanitjjr.

. i Bu<^ t^t gentleness which is the characteristic pf a goo4
ni^in, h^ U^e every other virtue, its scat in the heart; aofl,

lij^jne add, nothing except what flows from the heart, €^9
rMKl^r even external nfumners truly pitting. For no assumr
ed behaviour can at all times hide the real diameter. In that
unafi^cted civility which springs from a gentle mindj there js
a <:harm infinitely more powerful, thiU) in i4l th$ atudie4 ocMm-
n^fifthempst finished courtier* . v i^ v I ^r

9 "IVue gentJencsa *s fMunded on a sense of what we owe
to ,|ii»: who made us, and to the common natureofwhich we
4!^ fftiaiie. It ariscfs from reflections on our own failings and

^^^ lifii^ • and G'om just view:S ofthe condition, and thedu^^f
^SiJjan. It is native feeling, heightened and improved by IHtt-

«||4%^It is tlie heart which easily relents ; which Sihs^i |iir

c«ii^Qr.lM^that is hiunan ; and isbackward and slow to iajSict

tfeMeasi MW
|i| \i 19 altable in it»<dres3, and mild in its demeanour ; ever

rjgidT to Qiblige, and wiilihg4o he obliged by others; bn^tlv
inn uaWtUftl Kindmiss towards frit^nda, courtesy to ptrangeo^
loMri^Qerin^ to enemies. It execc^i^ authority WitlimfMfks*

rkaon ; administers reproofwith tcndeirilMiss ;^<^^
W^^ ea^e and modesty. It is unassunung ip opimun, afid

tpq^ierate in zeal. It contendi not eagerly^f>ut tritfos ; sliitf

to contradict, and still slower to blame ; out prompt tp iilUy

-*
.^:

^,
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1 1 It neittier itilcrmeddIusunn«!cesHnri)y %«ith tlwaffiiirs^tiof

S)t\*sB in([ulsitivi'i V intu thir secrets ofothers. It deliglitfi abdiMi
nthln^to alhviattt distress; and, if it cannot drV up tli#

falling tear, to sooth at Wnst the grieving heart, ulnireilj
hidel'ndt the power of bcine useful, it is ne\ er burdensome. L;

seeks to please, rather than to shirm and d'v^le ; and coii?

cealBinth care thai superiority, either of talents or of lankf
H'hich is oppressive to those WUo are beneath it.

it In a word, it is that spirit, and that tenor of raiinncra,

^'hlchr the gospel of Christ enjoins, vrhen it commands us*
* to llcar.one another*s burdens ; to rejoice with ttiosem^
ftyoloe, and td weep ivith those who weep ; to please cveiy
onelui* neighbour fur his good ; to be kind and tender-hcaiiv
«ff; to lieintiful and courteous ; to suppoK the weak, and tff

be patient towards all men.*' ; ^> jklaIR.

fil

..Xi'V?-''
. CHAPTER VI. /.i^'^(^f^-;*#a!ft^

PATHETTC PIECES^ -''f**^.*

^ ..^,.. SECTION 1. "..|!^':" '

J^oi und extiMtion of Uie P^arj. of Straffori), uko frUm
merjfice la the violence of the times^ in the nr'gn Jff

* Charles the First,

l^V^HE earl ofStralTord defended himselfagainst theaccusM-

niind'

innocence'
as he
master\ After he had', in a long and eloquent speech", de"
livered without premeditation', conflated all the accusations of
his enemies', ho. thtis drew to a conclusion\
* "Btit'j.my lords', I have ti*oui»led you too long^: bm|^r

fhan I should have done', but for the Siike of tnese dear
l^ledges', which a saint in ^leaven has left mc\'*—^Upon tliii

nopaused^ ; dropped a tear^ ; looked upon his childrttn'^si

c^edV
cretions should reach my posterity', wounde me to the'heart^

S pardon my ilifirmity\—Sometbing 1 should have added',
biit I am not able' ; and ihererure T let it pass\ And now'^iny
roccl^, for m^b ']f\ I have long been taugl»f, that the aflDic-

tioiMf this life', n]:c€^er}):ud hy that eternal weight ofgkiry",
whichaWi^^ inhocent\ And Si% mv lords', even so',with
the utmost triinquillity^, 1 submit mvseif to your jud||nienf,

whether that judgment be life' or death^: not niif will', but
^W*',OGod', bedone^r
'^4 His clonurnce^ and innocence', induit'' those iwltrisii l#^-
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Mty^t ^^'^ yiere t)i« most zealous to condemn htfn\ Th*
king liiuuielfwent to the house of lords^^^nd spoke for tome
tine in his defence^ : but the sph'it of vengeance^ which had
bMn Gained forekven years', was now rousbd^ ; and notliinK

liut his blood could give the people 9ati8faction\ He was
evndemned by both houses of parliament^; and nothing re-

r. . ined but for the Icing to give his consent to the bill of atr

tainder\ >

'' i But in tlie present commotions'i the consent ofthe Idng^
would very easily be dispensed ^^ith^ ; and imminent ffiingei

nUglit attend hij refusaV. Charles', however', who loved
Siraibrd tenderly^, hesitated', and seemed reluctant ; trying
•very expedient to put off so dreadfuLan office', as that m
ilgiimg the warrant ibr his execution\ While he continued
in this antation of mind\ and state ofsuspense', his doubts

: were at mst silenced by an act of great magnanimity in the
^icondemned lord\

6 He received a letter from that unfortimate nobleman^
"^^dcmring that his life might be made a sacrifice to obtain fis-

conciliatioQ between the king' and his people^ : addins', that
he was prepared to diu^ ; and that to a willing mind , there
•oiild be no injury\

"*" ' ^ > .. ..^

but ill repaid b -
*^'

He consented , . .

ford was belieaded on Tower-hilr , behaving with all that
composed dignity ofresolution', wliich was expected from his

enan»''^*i;r\ goldsmith.

*iei~f«f- i*5^v'^M ;
SECTION H.

•^n tmmtnl iwUance ofirutfortitude, ; . «^

LL who have been distinguished as sen'ants of Ood^^' or
L heiiefactors ofnieu^ ; all u'ho', iu perilous situations', have

Miited their part with such honour as to render their names
"•'"^ousthrough succeeding ages',have b€f>>neminent for for

^of miTid\ Of this we have one conspicuous example
01 tile aplMUe Paul', whom it will be instructive for us to view
•n a remarkable occurrence of his XiU'\

. fi After famvine long licted as the a|>ostle of the Gentiles

?]il8 mission called him to go to Ji^rusiilein', where he kneii
Mtiiat he was to encounter the iitmoRt violence of his eBs>
riMles\ Just before he set sail', he cauetl together tlm^ktem
"^•fhis favourite cluirch at Bplipsus', and', ma^pHtlleficspcecIv^,

^ #hich does gnmt honour to hischaracter'v gave them his bist

^firewelh Deeply affected by their knowledge of the certain

Ibmgen to which he was exposing himself, all the assembly
^mwt ilUed with di&tress', and mcltrd into teani\
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j^jjleip. A. Pathctie Plccent ^
S The drcuiiistanccs were such', as miglit have eoiiTej«d

d«jeftion even into a resolute mind' ; and would have totally

overwhelmed the rpeble\ ** They all wept sore', and fell on
Paul*8 neck', and kissed him''; soiTowing most of all for thfr

worda which he spuke', that they should see his face no
more\'*—^\Vhat were then thesentiments^ what was the Ian*

guage'. ofthis great'and good man^ ? Hear the words whidi
spoke nis fiiTn'and undaunted inind\spo
4 ** Behold". I go bound in the snirit', to Jerusalem", not

things thai shall befall me tlicre"; save that theKnowing the
libly Spirit witnessetli in every city", saying", that bondi^
and afflictions' abide me\ But noneofthe4te things move
me^; neither count! my life dear to m^rseir, so that I might^
finisn my course with joy", and the ministrjr which I have
received of the Lord Jesus', to testify the gospel ofthe grace
ofGodV -

5 There was uttered the voiced there breathed the spirit"

,

ofa brave"and virtuous man^. Such a man knows not what
it fs to shiink from danger', when conscience points out his

path\ In that path he is determined to walk", kit the conse-
quences be what they may\ This was the magnanimous
behliviourofthat great apostle", when he had persecution^ and
distress' full in vicw\

6 Attend now to the sentiments ofthe same excellentman",
when the time oi'his >ast suflering approached' ; and remark
the maje8ty\ and the case", with which he looked on deaths.
<* I am now ready to lie offered', and the time ofmy depart*
ure is at hand\ 1 have fought the g^ood fight\ I have finish-

ed my course\ I have kept the fiiith\ Uencefunh tliere ii

hud up forme a crown of rightcousne8S\''

7 How" many years of life doessuch a dyingmoment ov«r-
balance^ ! Who would not choose", in this manner', to go4>ff

the stage", with such a song of triumph in his moiith", rather
than prolong his existence through t wretched old age",8t''^

ed with sin" and sbame^ ? HMM
SECTION III.

T!%tg(Mdman^» comforts afflkRion*

THE religion of Christ nott only arms us with fortitude

against the approach of cvir ; buf, supposing evils to
fall fip«> us with their heaviest pressure'. It lightens the load
by mai^f cimsolatiens to which others are strangers\ While
bad nea traeeT, in the calamities with which they are tig||0i^

the hand of an offended sovereign", Chijstians are \r'*^^^^
view them as the ^elMnteoded chastisen^tt l^fiU
Pettier^

-
.». -;n js--;':-5.r'-- i^^^-
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! 4t They hear ainiclst them', thnt still voice which a good
tmiKi«nt:e brings to their ear^ :

*^ Fear not^ for I ainwitli tnctt^.

be not di8mayed^ for 1 am thy God\" They apply to thenni-

aehres the comfortiihle promis(!S with ivhidi the gosp«t|

i|(K>iiiuis\ Thev discover in these the Imppy issue decrve^l

, tiKtheiPlrouhles , and wait with patience till I'rovidence shall

have accomplished its great'and j;ood dr>si{;n8\
"^ 5 In the mean time', Devotion opens to tliem its blessiid

and holy sanctuary^ : that sanctuary in which the wounded
hp'Ari ia headed', and the wiary muid h at rest^; where liie

oares of the world arc forj;ott('n\ wlicrcits tumults a^uhl^h•'

4cd^ and^ita miseries disappear^ ; where gre^iter olyects open
to our view thiiii any winch the world presents^; where a

V more serene sky shines% and a sweeter and calmer light

MiG^inis on the ailiicted he;u*t\ ,^

'

^ .

f

4 In those moments of devofjon'', a pious man', pouring
"out his wants^ and sorkows' to an AUnighty Suppf»rtei'', f»»el8

that he is m>t lefl solitary^ and JCoi'saken' in a valeof»vp\
Got\ is with nim^ ; Chrisr and the Holy fc'pirif are with him^

;

and diou^h he should be bereaved of every^ friend on earth^
he ran loot' up in licuven to a Friend that will never desert

iiim\ BL41R.

\ i^^-ijlj^j^.

SECTfON IV.

The close oflife.

f'^-v^ii'

no gay'; who can avoid being touched .with sensations at
Qhce awful' and t^tndcr^ ? What heart but then warms with
the glow of hftimanity^ ? In whoie eye does not tlie tew gath-
er't on revolving the fate of passing' and short-lived m.'in^?

% ^B< '.bold the poor man who lays down at last tlic ,l^d^n
of hts wearisome life\ No more shall he groan tinder the
^laitt^ofpoverty' and toil\ No more shall he hear the inso^nt
calni^tlie master', from whom he received his sejEintywages^
No more shilU he be revised from needful slumber on his ned
of Btraw^, nor lie hun4^ away from his homely meal', to
ttiidersp Hi<^ repeated labours oftheday\

fl^,eged''and destitute wife\ and the needy diildren', now
**^i that', neglectedas he wasby the worba', he possessed',

^, b<^th a sound understanding', and a worthy heart^

;

I b6W carried by angels to rest in Abraham^ boMUB^
iS4c)

^

»>-

1^ —'•-
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« 4 A%.^ great di^iUruu! from him% tlie fxw h o(wm^ H»^

viifllfk'^ iiifsridi hihI |iroutl lllHil^ Fur^,»!iititi»itid ««i|lrMi| >

|ttM"*^''|^^*'^^>'>^^ nianiil8odiiul%Mr<ftm«iif
« awo (IhhK H if rkhcn pi'«;vonteil not ii'm fhifii^'
kte «vilh Ihe n(»ur mmi^ ; iierbtips'. through luxury

,

Uiey accclunitiid his d<M>ii}\ Thi'ii', inUieti'^, ^Ute »i<iurjOiir«|

g«»t)li«itt<tfitf »tn*ct8^:*'«ncl%«vhilej in all thenomp and iiiHg-

nilicencc ofwo', IiIh umeriU iti |>rif})ani){^, his nt'irs\u|ii>atjicn^

t9 «auimNlB Ms wilK, are laukiiig on one unother withj«i»t|

otn nMMfyind ahrcttdy bcjginriinji; ta dispute abotit the uiVM
IMP l»ClMi4ii(iMauct)\

'-^'-'l

•rd Qiie day^; wv. ac«* earned along', thecoflln of the fiitin^M*

iiiCil^^lUit'ilowfY just nipped as it iK*gan to blomom ih tHff'*

lunn^QtVyurtv^ tand the next day', we behold the youtiff mad^p
Of Tio^g wonittiir', ofbktoming form and promising YiopC's

^'

lii|Hi4n iinjMltinMtly grave\ Vvliile th« funeral is attended Uf
a AUmciOiiirunconcemcd company', who are discourst/if; to

'

one another aliout tJie new^ of tlie day% op the ordinary afTai.rt

'

o(JII^\hsttiwt\iionii\tM radier folk>w to the house of mouni-
i"lf»'<|fwTept'e^ tfaemselves ^Tl^at is passing t!iere\ '^

.^ rThew wejhoidd see a di.**cou8okite tamil}'^, silting ih t^^
lent {p(l«r^ t^inkinig^ of the sad breach that is made in tlieir ^t^*
tltt^ociet^^ ; and with tears in their eyes', looking to the cham* .

be.r tlttU » now teftvacanf, and to evvi^ memorial Ihat pre-
'

8«uits itaelf of tlicir departeil friend\ By such attention to
th4»W4wsi of others'^ the selfish hardness of our hearts %viH be
gradually soUened', and melted down into humanityV

.7 Another day',jie ibUow to the grave', one mIio', m old.
a||^% Mad after alov^CMMr of life', hat/in full maturitysuuK'-
•tMt1ot» re|it\ A»We arej^ohig along to the mansion of the '

dood't il ifriiatura] for us to thinks *^^ to discoui-se', ofalltj^'

'

chaij^ which JBUch a person has seen dui^ng the coimicof^
hiikliji^, -tie has passed% it is likely', tluough vaiietfcs 6tfo\e^ ,

'

tiifief^' ib$ faftts cx))erwnced pnp^erity', and adTersity\ ife
hiw- m!im faitiiiit:i(^ and kkidnNlsr rise aiul fa)l\ He has ii^

:

peivce' and war' sU{.*needk^ it) their turns'' ; the faceofJbkKl^iflft-'

'

tr>.^indoi^9ingmatiy altt^rations' ; and the very Qi|y in wikial
ho:d%y«dr^rt9ling', in a m:mtier', new around"him\
8h^A^ idl ne has beheld', his.e^s are now closed for

'ixefK He was becoming a stranger hi the midst ofu new v

ft^l^i^fi^tDn ofiBen\ A race who knew liim not', had arh(e»
iOM(be eartk\—^Thus passes tlic woild away\ Throu|;ho^^-^
UI^HqIu^ :ii^ conditions') ** one generation passetli', ajtid a«fu'^'

»tl|«r|;)}iieisitJon cntxicth^ ;** and this great inn Isby turns eiraie

M|Mii#OlilWiileOudied',by troopH of racceedtng pitgirrini^;

ir(l^?i«iiiiiand inrnhitant world^! O fleetlnc'knd trMiltteiit

I - -^ .
<«».>

'

gum mtmmm
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iKt\ Whoa wW tli« gona of men leiirn to (lilnk «fth^a^
th(t3r.«iu;hr ? When xM they Ivam humitnHy fWirti tM^ i)W
tidal^their bret)tren^ ; or moderation^ luid vrijM^lf^INi
tbcitnite of tliuir^wn fugitive ntuUi^? "« *

*

' ' SlaIIC
'

-'' ''-SECrilpN V. ''**w''

'

tonnes of/uUtft/dicil^. .,.;;,*>..

BESIDES the feli«:ity which > •pritizs Arom pbrfeet limT,
there are two cinuimstaiKeawMtn particuRirly enhiinM

'

the blessedness of that "miiltituue who stand (lefoiic* the
tbropie^;" these are'} access to the most exailter* sncNsty^/iind

rmwal ofthe most tender cunnexion»\ Thefmrmer k»|)OiMt'»

•dout in the Scripture^ hy "^Toitiini; the mnumcniMeeo<ii]pHlif*'

<ty of angds", arMl the generiil assemhly and >church 9fth#
'Cvt-boni^ ; hy sitting down with'Ahrahi:m\ and lMiic\ii^^
JneobVin ^he (kingdom of ht^a^^en^ ;^' m |trmnt8«wmehfO|MMk'
theswblimest prospr.ela.to the human mind*. rn^i^r'i* -*

S. It allows gooa men to ent«n-tain the hf^fie', thlat^ Vefirii^

ted from all the dregs of the hiimun roass^, from that 'mi)i«ii|

aimd polluted crowd in the miiist of which they now 4^'eW,
tbi^ shall be permitted to mingle with prophctS\ {llitriarahif',

aQt|>apostlcs\ with nil tho^e gn:atand ilhistnous s]ririts', who
have shone in former ages as the sert'antsof God*, i>r4lie beiv

'

efactors of men^ ; whose diieds we are accustomed to cele-
'

brate^; whose stpps wc now follow at a distance' ; nnd whOM
names wc pronounce with veneration\

'

9JJnited to this high asaerahly^, the blessed'*, nttheBAnie
time', renew those ancient connexions with virtuous filendif*!'

which had been dissolved by deaUi\ The prospect of ttril^^

awakens in the hcart'^ the most pleasing andtender tentkiv^ '

'

tki^ perhaps can fill if, in this mortal state\ Pop df «(ft;|^e

MlTOWa which we are here doomed to endure', ndhe li' m
bitjtar as that occ^isioned by the fatal stroke which separates

thtt wound wnmieemed once to have been closed'^ ; ano*^ by
locaHingjo^ that are past^and gone', touches every vimnf; of

iia«i»ful BensibUity\ In these agonizing moments', how ireliet<^

n^ihe thought, that the separation is only tempimu7\ tMKt^

•iMtial'ithat there is a time to come of re-union with'«fiie
w|^ whom our happiest days were q)ent^ ; whoce joy^ attd'

sorl^t' once wereours^; whose piely^'and virtue^<lieeiw«iid
encouraged oT ; and from whom'aner we shaH hare tondiNl

the pwie^f^ll shor» where they dwelK, no rev6htlkM# ol
'<.»<
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Kt.

<iiii||miliaU AVer be »bl« to partw mom^l Sucn it tht todnnr
•f!0M'lleti«Mi &bov«^. Of iiidi am the multiliuie compoMMTt
%llO ''iiUiiid befor* the throneV* blmuu y.

SECTION Vt .

J%i demtncjf and amiabl$ (grader of tht pairxartk Josef il.

'hiyrO limtMin diaracter eixMbitediii the recorda -jfBcrip-

X!l ' ttlM^ is more renuurkmble and instractive than that of
wi«ttMliiafeh Joseph; ^lie b one whom we behold tried m
'«n tKft-TfebdtiMles of tsktmk ; from the condition ofa sbunr,

'iMhK to be rider of the land of figypt ; and in every statimi
' rian^rint; by his virtue and wisdom^ favour witli God and
^WittSi ^h^ overseer of Putiphnr*s house, his fid<4«ty^ ivas

<^lf^ved% S&roni; temptations, .which he honourably resisted.

'^ It Whefi thrown into prison by the artifices of a false v^'u-

i^tMiAflflB llltedirityand'prudencA sooi)i*enderc!d him.conspicu-

4»ui, even in that daric nsaiwion. When cuiled into the^pm-
*1iUM4t i>fFhnffneh,the wiseund extonsive plan which he form-
(w'Ibr tating'the kingdom from the miseries of impcndin|
Mi)liiiie»ju8fiy raised Imn to a high station, wiMreijt hia abtlf

' ttek were enunently Jispliiyed in tlie public service.
" S Buk In his whole nistory. there is no circumsiRnet te
ttrikioK and interesting, as hismthsu'iourto his hrtithren who
tuid iycml hina into slavery. Tiie moment in which he made
'hhlMieifkti^yWn to them, was the most triticul one of hislifc;,

iwMttne moBt'dedsivc of his diaracter. It is such as rarely
oreii^ ^tt^'^'hi course of human events; and is calculated to
dMWflie' : ^^hest attention of aU nho are endowed with any
dc^rM df setnubility ofheart
.4 From ^le whole tenour of the narration, it appears^ that
^bi^ Joseph, upon the arrival oi his brethivn in Bi^yft,
''iniM|g)MlMiielr8thiiij^e to tliem, yet, fhim the begiuningvhe 1)^
tended to diseover himself j and studied so to conduct the dis-

dmtvpfi as Alight render the surprise of ]uy complete. . ir#i^^
'thfi^end, by aleeted severity, be took mcasui^es tor bciogfiig

,
^Wn intoEgypt all his fatlier^schildrea^;^^ <» ?

'^5 They were now arrived there; niiii^iliebimin amol%
tile rest, who waui his younger brother by theiwme motlier,

'

and was fNuticUlarly beh»vea l»y Joseph. Him he threaten-
ed to detain ; and seemedwHthig to aiiow the rest to deptfife'

rhis inddent renewed their distress. They all loMiwAbm^
fathiBT'S ^treme anxiety about the safety of Benjaftlir'

"'^^

with Whtd difficttltjr he had yielded to his undcrtakif
journey.

'
- 'J

' • Should he be prevented from retinniing, they dnaded
tnaif. irkff ti^jld overpower the old man's spirit^ and prove

'^

.',••«

'%
^a,'
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lirCM) the ncfuttMity

aiMl'kiid solemnly p
ivtiirntcravi>d, upon this orcaMoiit an >i\iui« ...:t;ofthegovur-
imr ; u\n\ g;ive liiin h full account of the circuiiiHtuiict'S o/
'HaruUVntruily.

'

: r . rut
7 Notiiiii'i (;nti Uss morvt interetfhig arid |i^ti)eti0fUl<»it|Mp

p.tiiitH in all the euicnirs ol'tiniplcraiid nHtiirHl ukii^iiiQiMPfitine

m!<(Yru«^>d situntton of thu u^ed patnai'vh, hinM^tiiing; jkl^
Homd of life ; toiig afllictHfl for iholoiM of» favoitrkc )|q% «irililpp

ht» siippoaed to lmv<i Iif4»h toni in pktcvA l»y a l^iafi^ (tl'|imii;

laNowritTic now under MRxiouit soncern uliout Uh ^ot^SMt
non. the child ofiiis old »|;o, who aluiifs WHfc l«Ci aliyii^Mn^
niolluT. and whom nutliiiig huctbc(uibiiiMti«ut«if ih^>5i«ik jiim-

UM could hHVtt movifd a tttmii^ iather to nettd (i^MW.hfilWJMW*
•xpcMi; to the diincerti of a forfifpn land. /^,»
•i> a ** if 1%'e hriuK nun not hack with im, w^aliall bring 4^1
A\w%nky haii'B oftliy iMf^'unt, our father, hU|> sorrow to i
Kmvti.- I pniy time therefore let tliv tteriian^ abl(|i^Jn^«||dj|^f

tli<^ youiii; man, a hondman to our lord. For UffMi #^9Jj^
*«i|»to my father, and Bei\)amin not wiUi vie ? ItMijt I Sfe- tn«
ttv41 that filjM II come cm mv father." -i.-mUiliri 7 « ^i'*'

< 9 Vpon this relation, /o8f|i|t could no longiRr l^itM> ^)!#
"iRtf. The tender ide«is of his fHtiien am) hb^fMqef>J|Miime,
of his ancient home, his rountiy, and liiBkiiiured>ortn«4MH
tress of hU fumtiy, und« his own exaitji^on, all rjusl

.^ftrtYogly upon his mind to bear any fiu*tber conpe ^^,,.,
** He cried, Caube every mau togo4>ut from mo ; aod Mw^t

riO The tears which lu' flb«'d werw mUtlie t^ai? f^lS!^^'
•flPhoy Were Uic hurst of alfectioii. Tlwy w^rre ttu«^4^M8iyi|s

of aheart oTcr.lowinx with alllhe U^mler scn8ihi|itii?f. tn^ qa-
rti. Formerly he 7iad l>ee» moved in tbosaine io|tivie.*'t

._>Jie first saw his breUiren before Wm, **|{ia b»«|rc^s

Vciirned upon them ; he sought for a place where to w/i^.
;jie went into- 4iia«humlier; and then washed his fitce.and

/VKturned to them."
a I At that period, his giMWspo^ia plans were not coni|)\c|i(sd.

>4^it «M>w, when thirre was no fartb^jr <»cc:;9ion fiu" rons^i^iii^

^Irhnself, lie j;ave free vent to tl»e stroti(j;fmati«>Q9 ofhis li|^<
^Tli9 first ml*iister to the king of E^-pt was not asl|a49e4 to
' «)n^, that he felt as a man and a brother. ** He wept f^ffwdf

and the Ej^vptians, and the house of Pharaoh b(>arii hlnuv^

W:. li The first worcte whidi his swelling bean allowed^nhi

^'|i»|rof|ounce,aro Die most suitalile to^ucb an aiTrrtinj; dt||Hi

'^mr^nr':iSI«!^f^^»W!m»3mfr'^'»n!tx'^vr^-<4—~~
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dbn tiMi wera «ver uttered;—*^! am JoMpU; doth ntiYflitllk;

•r yet liye ?**—IVhnt could he, >vhat oiisht hc^ In that linpa#'*'

•WMhMMii^pt, to have siiid mot-e? This is the voice or nh-

tMd iMiriieIfy ipeaking her own language ; and it pen«lmliHr*

tlpi'tiMUrl: tio pomp of expreeaion ; no paradu of Umdneiat
biit fvMg affection hastening to utter what it strongly felt.

18 **Ifis bretliren could not answer him ; for thtf weMi
t^<Mbled«t his presence.** Their silence is as exfressive of

tliose emotions <]freiientance and sliiimo, which,on thisama*'*

aiiig dalMvery. tMa tMr lireaats, and stopm'd their vttcr-

aInmL «fe the Ivw words which Joseph speaks, are expri'Ss*

'

ifieof |lt9.KeocrQU8ttgitatk>ns which struggled for vent wilhhs

l^j^ijV "I I ''% *'''.3--*:, 'A

14 No pointer could seize a more striking moment IbrdM^
pluylhimie eUarkcterlstical features of the huir an h«^art,lhiii

i#Wr ISh^ pr<^'nted. Never was thore a situation ofnioT*
'

tefMei'illid virtuoAs ioy, on the one hand ; nor, on the olheiy^

o^MHf^ oirerwhehniitg confusion and conscious guilt. In th#^
slibimR»M|l»iTation of tlie sacred liistorinn, it is set liefbnl u*^

wtni itrtMter energy and higher effect, than if it had heen
iiN<«pnj^ iip with air tiie colouring ofthe most admir-'d nuxl-^'

Mf|l 4tlb<|aeiiiBei blair. »

h sw«^ SECTION vir.

>•(.(.?<?.,,..,, ALTAM0KT« , . ..,

T%9,J^t!M0%ng ifceount ofan affecting^ mournful exil^ is relaleu

y kjfMf* Yoiu^y who iva» presdfii at tht mtlandiohf scene.

ffliHE sad evcninf; before the death of tlie nubk; youtii,
»

'

JL i|<hiMe kKtt hours suggested tlie most solemn and nvify^

reflections, I was with bun. No one was present, iHtViHii
physician) and an intimate whom he Im-eil, and wh:>iii Ijii

nm rinuod. At my coming in, he said, *^ You and tlie |diyi#

i^ctiiiiji:, Mitt comie too kite, luavc neither life uor hone. Yonii
both ahn «t mirack:s. You would raise the dead ! ''

, i^^'^i

• ^ilMiNei^ f- said, wiw merciful—" Or," e»tlaimed be^-'r^Jtir^'

iladiiemer.~-> Hold ! hold! youwivtm*^ vnpl—^That is tM
rMr•4m which I split :--^l dfrmyd^his name !^ '^

9 fUAising to hear any thingsfrom inc, t>r take any thiM •

fsoni the physidan,iie hy silent,as far as sudden dartauiifMm
would peniut, till the clock struck : Then with vehemenciYkw
sidmeii, **^f)ht diae! time! it is fit tiiou shouldst^ Onts

thy murderer to tlie j^eart!—How art Utuu Aedii#
•^ awiith! Oh, tmr a single iveek! I ask not tm

19 ^ iMf*)



litev ! ibuiigb an (• wore too Uttk for th« much I kavi Hn
4 On my mying, we could not do loo muchs thatlmvlpi

I bloMecl place ^" So much the wone.—T^ \nili\im
loitl^^Heaven isto me the Bevieroel part ofhell! ** soon dniob
1 propotted prayer^—'* Prey yuu tliat can, I never praYeJL|
cannel pra^—nor need I. la not heaven on my aiao aftreailj?
lt«lo«ea with my conscience. Its serereit strokot butmmhm
my awn. •

. ,, .

%. OlMMnrin;^ that his friend was much touched at thisi •v|Nl^
li> toara-^wiio cuuld forlicar? ] cuukl not>**wilh a nabtt
ailbctionate kiokr lie said, '*Kcep tliose tears for tbya^ i
have undone thue.—Dost thou weep fur me ? ThAt is txyiJj^
Whatcaiipain mo more?** v (.1 .... .^j..;,.,, .

- ,.

(4 Bore lufi friend, too much aff(«ted,would harisMhlm^^
**No* stay—thou still mayst hope ; therefore hear me, Il6ii^.
madly ha\% I talked ! How miidLy hast thou liiteoed ap^iii .:

liei^ t but look on mv preaent state, as a full answer to ll^<
ami to niA'stslf. This oody is all weakness and pain ( buljM^
S011I4 )ii if stunK up by torment to ][;reater strength-and.fp^
Ml ftiU poworfui to reiison ; full mighty to sidj^r. And tM
ivjildi thus triumphs within thejaws onmmorta|ity,iS|d(Hiblft
less^ immortal—And, as for a Deity, notliing less tnan'an iU«
mighty could inflict what T feel.'*

7 1 was al>out to concratulatu this passive, involuntary coi{^

,

fessor, on his asserting the two prime articles of his creed, ex
*

torted ny the mck of nature, when he thus, very passiOnatsly
exclulmed :

—

^^ No, no ! let me speak on. I liave not \onA |o
speak.—My much injured ftienal my soul, asmy body, IUm
Mrlitiis; in scattered fragments of broken thought, <

< Rcmoi'se for the past, throws my thought on the fntm«
Vorsie dread of the future, stiiki's it back on thopast Ituni,
and turn, and find no my. Didst tliou feel halfthe mountain-
that is on me, tliou woiUdst struggle with tlie martyr larhii
i|j|^« ; fuid bless Heaven for tlie munes !—that it not an^Tor-

himi flame; that is not an unquenchable ihre.'^ >

# .Ho^werc we struck ! yet soon after, still move* Witli
wlutt an eye of dtsti'action, what a face of des|Niir, he eriadj

out I ^'My principles havepoisoned my friend ; myeilm.Vn*4
gancchas beggared my boyi^^my urikindnesahM nwiiteioil-

ny w4fe !~And is there aiiother IlieU ? Oh ! tliou blaspheiMdy
yut indulgent LORD GOD ! U«dl itsiftf is.a refuge, if it

*"^

me from tliy frown!** A;.

i4> Soon after, his understanding fdUed. : Hll lerrUM i

gination nttcred horrors notto be repeated,or ever fwwcMtm
JM orsf tlie sun (which, i hone, hat seen tew UkobimraroMi

"SijjT^^TW ^'.•\*1l "iJWsi"

.;svyf*-..
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^i|»«7 0iui0gtie9,

dAJtumoYit, explreil' .,; jijV .. .,

,
tl^ hi amAo or plciisuro, %That !« a roao ofMlMJikM

;• Hot^ totft?, ifl the transit of »iich pfireont! li|,wl||M
looiQ they set fojn ever ! i low ^Um'tt aUvs l.tM4n^

ioif(It Itatra bad raiiny« His transient morning nmt hkf^
neen tlie An^vn of an immortal day. His name miuil iMWf

'
^tMly enrolled in ilie recordi of etemilv. nliiwhla
' '^ ' " *lt^9rMiMtott»

i-t>

_ ..,.^ ^, -r, ^ jthwIiata^tB
ngjtM, for Veing. greatly g.ood! But with tlio til«nl|«l/Mi
MU{el,|^m«m.i^4yhe a fool. Ifhejtulgcs aiaiit inilM^Nlpipi|lli

omi^t^giiac^ elaei but a;ff;ravatMhit)Mlf1t«»ilr
nowsnlm wronc;, though hlessed'wKb tlie best cap^CMy;ti
^iog flight pa.TovKf^

m i". I*

•y.-i

mnu. , CHAPTER VII.

liiM J"^' DIALOGUES.

J«»»^;:. SECTION I.

T^ . .
DKHOC^ITUt AJfD HERACLlTUi.*

fiU «M<t oM jfoUtM qfmen thould txdU tompatimm
.,/ . , thanridicvU*

mm^M^^tA»m T FlUD it impossible to feconcilc

f^*!*"'- X mfiincholy philo8opfry\ :m
-fJHtftuiilm* And 1 amequavjruaable to appwuveoiftliK ntim
p4Nilot«phy^f whii:h teaches iimn .to deanise'andindifiila ^te^
MiQlliei^^ Ta. ft wise and feeKag mibdvthci wortdopnipiw

,.1

,/ r-i !.(lt;ismtGhed' and painful lish^^

;r.iNai«tThou art too muon affected with-tlie steteoftlri*^^
«ad ihbi ia » ^urce of miKery to thiNTl ^:^>

iiifir* AnA 1 think tliou art4o»little moved by ilV l?lnrt

fi^i^><ao4.ridicule% bcspoalrtbe builbonV nithmr tbai^thow^
iaaopher^. Docs it not excite thy compiission to aoatnawtliwii

lll4NUt!^«40.bUndVai(» far departed fromthe roWs of irirt«#f

^jijpamvl itm.Qxeited to laughtcrV »ichoa I sceao~"
^"^

la tf*tfJ-^.p«itiliflipoa^«tid foiljr.

•Pimrillwi >—a HcncllUM were tijl» ancieiM pMloMilio ^̂l* *#*
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It'

ti0t Tht Eneiith Reader. ' JPiti-i t
^^Mkrs AnU yet', nftter ar, they', who arc the phjecti oT^i
3lm^Qle^iindude% not only mankind in geoeraK, uut tiierp^
g(l^%Wl whom thou livcsr, thy friends^ thy Ikmily', iim
firMi-thyveir.

jEliAli. I ciare v^ry little for all the silly penons I in9«t
irltn' ; and tliialc I am jastifiuble in diverting mywirwlth Uwii

'^jjer. U they are wcak^ and foolish', it marks neither

^m' nor hu«ianity\ to insult rather than pity thein\ BiH it

q(f^rtaia'| that thou art not as extravagant as (hey are ?

^M^m* 1 presume that I am not^ ; since', in erery poinf,»f
jWif^imtH am Uie very reverse of theirs.^

riibi. There are foHies of different kinds\ By eon^ntij^
jMtlMiklg ithy»elf inth the errors^ and miscondttcl of otltel^
tliou inayJEtt render thyself equally ridlcutous' and cidpaibhf

.

nDiBiMb Hiou art at iibertvto indulge such seAtimentft^ ; ikn^

t»^:Woep vver me too , if thou hast any tears to h^atvf, Vm
iRp^ps(rt',<l cannot refrain from pleasing myselfivilh^etevf
tlieiNRfsd^ conduct of the wor'.d about mc\ Arenot aU niei
fiotith^i or irregular in their lives' ?

Htr* Alas'! there is but too much reason to beliere they
Are so^ : and on this grouiuiyi pity and deplore thcii* condi
tion\ We agree in this point% tiiat men do not conduct
themselv(;s according to reasonable' and just principles^ : but
r, who do not sufl'er myselfto act as they'do', must yet regard
the dictiites ofmy understanding^ and feelings', M'hich compel
me to love them*^ ; and th:it love fills me \\m\ compassion u»r
tlMl>> miutoikea^ and irre^ularitSesN Canst thou condemh tii%

for pityingm^ on-n species', my brethren', persons bom in the
iMBLC«|Mlit»to of lite', and destined to the same ho()o« anfl

privileges' ? If thou shouldst enter a hospital', where sick aind

iMNMlKd ipersotiB reside', would their wounds^ and distreiiies'

«pifelby mirth' ? And yef, the evils of tlie bodt', beariM
qBi«|uinspn with those of the mmd\ Thou woiddst cerMdn^
ly blush at thy barbarity^, if thou hadst been so unfeeKntt; at
^4iiwl> at or despise a poor miserable being', who had NMt
onebfhis legs' : and yet tliou art so destitute ofhumanity^ at
to Ifdictile those', who appear to be deprived of thenoide
poWttfS of the understanding', by the little regard whieli thejr
piitf to ittf 4lictate8\

Itkm^ His who has lost a leg', is to be pitied', becHUsttlM
but he who rejeetfUto''"'

^privethli»<
Itimit i»»titf»^ imputed to hinMclf : but he who
dictates of ri^^n^ and conscience', voluntarily de]

mbICWtMP wi\ The loss originates in hi» own

rs^

MH^Ii ! iolsnuch tJie more is he to be pitied' ?

foity\

Afiifiiiilr

f
•
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IMfW'f who «}h>uIU pluck out his own eyes . vrould CpiiM^
<poini)a8sion t^ian an ordinary htind nmii\ f^>..

I. Conie\ let us acconinioilate the hu8ine8«\ TjMfl^
liiu^ to be said on each side ol' the que«»iion\ l^hiiy

every where reason fbrlaughin^^ and reason UvnrfniBp*^,
The worldns ridiculous^ and I laugh at it^: it i^s (teii^rinfe',

QlMithoii lamcntcst over rt\ Every i^crson views it in hi* «viii

\Vfiy', and according to his own teinper\ One poititSsutt-

#|iie8tionable\ that mankind are prepot^tentus^: to think ^(\
fthdto act weir,we niust think' and act'diflerenlly ihm tlwii*.

To lubniit to the auth()rity\ and n>llotv the example 6('Wb

M^lk'Htty mirth^: and this proves that tiiou hast no rAi^
ttk men^ rttJratjy true respect for the virtues which they imitIi

miihapiMly abandoned\ Fenehn, Jirehhishop of V»mhrthf.
SECTION II.

im-' mONTSIUS, PTTHIAS, AKD FAMOIT.
' Gewmme wtne ewnmands remcet evenft-cm thehadt,'^''

* Dkmynus, AMAZINGM What do 1 see r It is I^tkiaa
font airrtv«d\ ft is inde;;?d Pyihias\ 1 tlid not think U^ pitr
•ible\ He is come to die', and to redeem his friend*''' ^ tj "'v**

Pylhh»* Yes', it is P}thms\ I left the place of rojR'ioii-

ftnenient', with no other views', than to pay to lieavrn
fi»fft 1 had made'; to settle mv family concerns accdrdttif to

th-«e tvUmiB of justice'; and to bid adieu to my chitdren', tkiilJ
mi^t die tranquil' and sati8tied\

u V XKo. But why dost thou return"? ITast tiiou no (eat #1

death? Is it not tlie character of a mailman', t(» seek ii thmi
poittRtariiy'?

Py. I return to suffer', though I have not deserved dtatK .

Rver^r principle of honour^ and goodness^ lorhifUi ni^ tpa9o#
.py (riend to die lor rae\
i^-.JHo, Dnrt. tliou', then', loye him better than thyseir?

'i ^y> ^^^\ t l^v<i him OS i||r8ell'\ But I am pcrsnadccl ilmi>

I ou^ttoauffer death', ratter than my friend'; sinfe ii«mit
I'ytluas whom thou hadst <b»preed to 3ie\ It were notj^
tluit Damon shciud sufier', t(» deliver me Irtnn the t|faUi

which was designed', not lor him', but fi>r me onIy\
Dm. But thou sui)i)osest', that it is as unjust to jivRiiBt

^dirath limn tliee'. as upon thy friend^ ^ ^
^- Pjf. Very true^; we are both perfectly innocent'; ana li in

iqutHy unjust to make either of us 8ufler\

Ph* Why dost thou then assert', that it were mjustk^ Ifb

put Wm^ death '. instwd of thrp?
**

^/(fSW'»*^.'

-
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i%« Mng!i»]i kcader.

^ti^^ i^pt reuliv fear^lUfit Pythias would iiey^r m^nr;
tliMU wouiust be put to deutU on his aocpiHiit'? ..

,,.i

WfUt but too Will ussuic.d% that Pj'thias Wouldjmnc-

forcil)Iy

irduld then Imve iived tor the comfort' and heneflt of good
l04sil>|'lHMi i should ha,ve the satislartion pfdyiog^fiii^'jpiui^!

$« ZKo. \Vliat'! Douslife displuase tJie«s'? r^, ^'A

4 4^0. Yes^ ; it displctsuii mu when I sue^ and! fucK Ui« power
•fa tymrit^. , ^

Dto. It is well^ ! Thou shalt see him no more\ JLwiU.Older
telle put to death iiiimediutely\ _ : - n-^

- i^. Pmrduu the fct^lings of a man who svmnatliizes with
liie> ayhie rriend\ But lenieinber it whs Pytfiias who wat
devoted hy thee to dt^struction^. I come to submit to it% thet

I" mKV redeem my tViei/d\ Do not refiLseme this consobAioD
'Vkmy msthour\

^
i.^iili

Jho. I cannU endure men") wiio despise. death',aiidaetkay
|p4rW<^ Ht deriance\

'
'»

* ilflb Thou canst not', then", endure virtue^. > '*t

JH§, No' : I cannot etuiure that proud\ disdaififul irflttie',

^lieeinubld; to the dictates of tionour^, justice", and ri*iendshi|i^.

v.^''jPi©i Guardi*', tai^e Pythias to execution\ We siiuil see
whether Damon will ciMiriim?: to ih^spide my authority-i ;

"'^,

' ' Db. Pylhisis', by rftumini; to giibmit himself to thy lilca-

oQvftdcd thc« j l.l.ux;oM t-ou!d «ot'-

,%'

..C-U'-''K^''»''^

rci
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Alai' ! what do I see' and hear' i n-Titre am T ?

n^uupl|>lt;^; and fenw worthy to be so' ! I have hitherto ki

ri|illl)ti^ pCtriic yirlue'. I have spent my life in d^ijc^efif

ojf^i^i; Ajl my powcr^ and honoiivs.% are ip9iiffidlelitJ|

'

(Ufcie IbVdV . 1; rfinnot boast or having acquinsdra singki ivpi

ii^r^'icourse of a. r*^n of thirtr veurs\ Ai^d yet thcMi
pei'^MKis^ylQ a4M:iv:!,tc condition , love one anotherler tern

imrt'servodly ceofide in ouch otli«r\ are mutuaUylv^y^aM
ready to di«« lor «ach olher^s pr«*5W!rvation\

: /^. Howcouldrtt thou', who hast never loved any pandii^
«txpQct to have friends^ ? tfthouhatist loved'' and nwpib^tejft

mOQ'fUmu wouldst ii»ve secured their love'and r«i'pect\ lEl^
hast'Asirc^ mankind^; and they fear thee"" ; thcy^dnlesttliet^

jDto. Damon', Pyihias', condescend to admit me at at

Uiird friend'') in a connexion so perf€«t\ 1

Ij^em^, andil wiii load youwith richeB\

regard to thy
tbou bficome go<)d' ar^d ju9t\ W tthout tlie^e qu:v., i,,^ , «r>#M

canst be comieded M'ith' none but trehnhling slaves', and HiDiJf,

fhmaren\ To bd loved^ and esteemed' by menof frec^ aHd
g^ordMrninds'i tho\i must be virtuous\ affectionate^ dJHin-"

give y!Ou yowl
m «vin lUMV* * «rn n^ III! I i«^ii^r> •

hi^vc no ({Wire to be enriched by thee*"^ ; and^, iH'

hy friendship', we cannot accepC or enjoy if. tW
le rmid' ar'id 1u9t\ Without the^e nualui*}*', tiiou

teresti^', beneficent^ ; and know how to live in a sort ofequaH^
tynrttli-ttiose who share' and deserve thy friendship\

Fenelon Archbishop ofCambrti^'^

/^Lbcke, Do you make doubting a proof of dcpllr in pfiilMf^^l

phy'? It niay'be u good bef;inning of if ; but it isa had ciid^'

BayU. No*:—-the more profound our searches are intottie

njpitufe of tilings', the more uncertainty we shall find^;

theiYiost subtle mind^',se<i objection^ and ditGcultics' In e^
^

system', which are overlooked'' or iindiscoverabl< by'DtdT-
narr iHiderstandins:s\

Locke. It n uuidlie better then to be no'ptiilosopher',and to
continue in the vulpr herd ofmankind', that onemay havethe
cohVenience. of thinking Uiat one knows something.^ /XlmA

i".

T^"^'

^

sbouldimier me »i ere'Water, the use of whichwould at first

i^ihaipen n^ sightj. as to carry it farther than ordinary !••

.^V

X
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Th§ Engiith neadet*

owil 'i^eeilnit undentanding:^, which was by natmequidD*
illfit^d', iuid rendered more io by art^ and a subtletyoflofie
mNdnliir to yourselT—it broug^it^ I say^ your tcry Milte
iwlerBtaiiflins to see nothing clearly^; and envelopedTall tiMi

C^eat truths of reason^ and religion' in mnts ofdoubt\
Ba!^ 1 own it did^;—but your comparison is not jtxslK 1

4id<no| see well^ before I used my philosophic eye-water^: I

Milyins(|MMed I saw weil^: but I was in an error^with aU the
r^st oi' nMHikiDd\ The blindness ivas real^ the perceptiom
were inuiffinary\ I cured myse!f first ofthose Iklseimagiiia-
limis',MM then I laudaldy endeavoured to cure othermeii^

i' Loeke. A great cure indeedM-—and do not you think thtt^,

in return fbr the service you did them^ they ought to eitet
yoirasiatue^'

Jakylf* ^eB\ it '^ sood fbr human nature to know its own i

we^ness\ whenwe arrogantly presume on a strength
haye not', we are always m great danger of hurtu% ma^
selves', or at least of deserving ridicule^and conten^it^ bf
vain' and idle efTorts^. ^ rvxi

Locke, I agree with you', that human nature should, knonir

efforts beyond its ability'; but to teach it how to advancf
far as the faculties giv^n toit by nature', with the utmost ex-
ertion and most

i

In the vast I

raiet^ always
m^^selfuniiblc

die careful €*

[jhundout ,

tM^ acknowled^ me to have been their benefactor\
Btiyle, Their ignorance makes them think so\ Someodler

nhilosophcr will come hereafler'.&nd show those truttis to be
mbtihooas^. He will pretend to discover other truths oi^eqQal
iih|lalMiince\ A later sage wHl arise', perhaps among men
now barbarous^ and unleamed^}WhOBesa<»aciouSdieeoveiieij''
Witt discredit the opinitm^ of his admlrea predeeessor\ In
p!)itosophy', as in nature', all changes Its fb|m\iBd 0^'
thing extfts bv the destruction ofanoiher\

£odbf. Opmk>ns taken up without a patient inrestkBtkitt't
dftieBding on terms not accurately defined and Xfnhiifk^

i

•,j:ii^>, .
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beg;;ed witiiout proof, like theories to explain tlie {ittt^ti^iMte

ofnaturej built on suppositions^ inAtisndnfexp^irUiMii|i'^n^
penK^ually cliange'and destroy oneanother\ Butwiiu?
loni there arc^ e :*en in mutters not obvious to tlie cbti

sense of mankind', which the mind has received oil Mcl

I

dcd', the system of Newton', i\ hich if built on «SH0^^ert(il^ ;

and geometry^ the t\vo niost certiiin methods of mik6v^m|''^
tni^l') wilt ever fkil': or thaf, because the iihims offVlMidfi
and ine divroity of the schoolmen", cannotnow be supf^rtiBd:.^.

ttkt doctrines ofthat religion^ w hich r, the dedared ehemrm .^

all cntliusiasm^and false reasoning', firmly believed'^andnaiilir

tainted', will ever be shaken' ? ^^ ^,.

Bayl^ If you had asked Descartes', white he was \ik mf *;'^'

heSeiit of hU vogue', whetiier his system would erer hi ,.

confuted ^ " " -'"'—
" "^ " '"- ' --—*^ '^

had been
have returned'?

t^ockt, Come\ come\ you yourselfknow the dilTerence be- t
twecn the foundations on which the credit of these systems^ '

and that of Newton is placed\ Your scepticisni is. ihor^ .t

affected' than real\ You found it a shorter way to a grest fi*
'

nutation', (the only wish ofyour heart',) to objecf. th^n to4«-

oi nLS vogue , wneiner nis system wouia ev^r n«p

d by any other philoso})her8r, as that of Anstot^
en by his', what answer do you suppose he woi^P

wittyconfutation ofsume absurd autlior\ and an artfuleophNll,^ r

to im|)leach some respectiible truth', was particularly f/^tjfe^*
modious to all our youns smarts and smatterers in UwA^fm'
ing\ Butwhatmischii'Miaveyou notdonetohumait49!nit^

,,
Ydu have endeavoured', and with some degree.ofj^ucoeM.^'
shake those foundations', on which the whole moral ift^*^

entirely rest\ )

hours of reflei^t

--, ^ , 1 supposing Toa I*

doubts of the truth of a system', wlilrh gives to vuluei

sweetest hopes% to impenitent vice its j^i'catcst fear/, imd
true penitence its best consolations^ ; which restraint eVi4li] ,

li^ast ajrtproaches to guilt', and y(;t makes those allowahceijigr'
tlie innrmrties ofonr nature', whi«*b the Stoir pride dehUMlw

'

•m

zm^
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1 It ^ ^ 7%« £;if/i«/i Rcudtr, Pari 1*

wfa)cb Its r«a1 imperfection', and the goodnesi of iti
^ Ifeinevolent Creator', so evi<l«ntly require^

**

The Aiind Is free^ ; and it loves to exert its free^ *om%
kfttt upOn'it', is a violfnicc done to its naiture', and It

mblinst wliich it has a right to rehrlS ,.

•flie rtiind*, though fr»?tf', has a governor within it-

1rl^ichilia|[ aridought to limit tiie exercise ofitsfn^edoitoS „

,

'-*>tef'nor ia reasons .!i.;;! ^ I

I. Yes^:—l)ut rwason', lilcc bUifif governors', hjis a i

illiore dependent upon uncertain capr«cc',lhan uj)onw]P
. ,

^^1% And if that reason , A\hich rules nijr mind^ op „

,_ ji hiig|)ene.d to set up a favourite notion', it not ortly i,

..-_Jwii»lic|tly to if, hutdefiircs that the sanic rcspeci ^,.

j^be iMiid tojt by all the rest ofrnankind\ Now I nold ;<

fhilti^MTmftn nnay lawfully opnosc this desire in another', an^ ,^

tlii|!frb^ is'^vise , hcAviil use his utmostendeavours to cli<^
rtfeJilrtselK
JLM^. Is there not also a weakness of a contrary na.tunetoi

.'

aU! L :.i:....it„-/o i-\ ;. t. „i\.._. *_i., • t .-..ILL
'*

leil

sur

and ny this means it often hju>-

pens'^thuf, if one man builds and consecrates a teii^pJe to tpJI^

If^itHkher pulls it down\ ,'

XMkik^* Do you think it beneficial to human society^; to

h««^ all teniples pulled dow n' ? ^^ , .^. , ., ..^ .^ . • ». ^,,*,.jf

JWijiie. I cannot say that 1 do\ i.^ . -^rn:.

f^ieltt., Yet I find not in your writir;|^'s any mark pfdistino
ticyMj to !*how us which you mean to save*

.

; ^^
, ?

0t^ A true philosopher', like an impartia] hlstoriain
,

Rliii^/lie ofno sect^. "

,

fce. Is there no medium betn- n. the blind zeal of a
and a total in<h(lcrence to all religion'?

i»l. i:

V r

p/ "With regard to morality', I was not indiflerentS

8.^Mow could you then be indifferent with regard to !

tii^^MU[^iioill»religion gives to morality\' How could you pub- /

lif|( fniat Iciids tro directly and appare.ntly to weaken in nrtan«>

klH'^e beriefof those sanctions^ ? Was not tliis sacrifidng

tiiexi^t interests of virtue to the little motives of vanit/ ? ,

ifc. A man may act indiscreetly, but he cannot dP
',W declaring tn?f, which', on a full discussipn of^e

liiii', ne sincerely tl'.inks to be true^.

^ISlc, An entf*usiaBt', who advances doctrinesprejudicial
ietjr\ or opposesany that are useful to if^ has tnestrengtti
"*>n%and iheheat of a disturbed imagination'^ to^plea^
fj...

,
- SB-.'-

.';>-.

n^i^i^iuiL—^i i A. .
a^ti ij-
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tin «|leiiaitionofh&afiiult^. But your cc

JttdgmonfI can huvd no such tsxcu8(!\ 1 know reiy w<eil

, of your \vriUng3% you sap the surest foundHtMiii»*4lf ill

inoral duties', what avails it tliat in otliers^ or in Ihecoa^iKt
pait&

Oif your lifc^ you ap))eared to r«!spect tliem^ ? How niiif

,

who have stronger passions than you luid^, and are dtnUtmnilo
g;f^ rid of the curl) tliat restrains them', will hi¥ hold WjTour
scieiiticism%to set themselves loose from aU ul>H|^tii»fM|(Hflr-

tu«r! What H misfortune is it to have made such; « u«sotmA
tal^lits^! It would have hcen better for you^ and for iniuil^iMl; r.

ifyvu had been one of the dullest of Dutdt theotoxiMiiii^i#r
.

the most credulous n\onk in a Portuguese coiiV«iit\ < iT)|o

.

I'i<!hes pf tlie mind% like tliose of fortune', may be cnMdM'til
so jMiTvcrsely', as to Ixtcome a nuisanc-e' and pies^, instieiMl^f

*

an pmamenr and support to society'. M*ti^

Bayle. You are very severe upon me\—lUit do yoii-fMHit
if no merit', no service to mankind', to deliver themDrom tin
fniuds'' and fetters of priestcraff, from th«i deliriums ofAiiiiti-

cisin',and from the terrors'^and follies of su|)orstiti^'? €«i-

more enlightened tiian tjie formf;i^, did I not see tlivm occa-
sion a violent perHecution in my own country'? andean you
blame me for striking? at the root of these evils' ?

Locke. The root of tliese evils', you well know', was false

iligion^ : but you struck at the true' . Heaven^ and hi^ll'ara|Ma|'

idre different', than the system of faith I defendi^d ,a«i(iint

re

more
wiiich produced the hontn's of wiiich you speuk\

'

Would you so fallaciously confound them together in son
your writings', that it requires much more judgment^,
more diligent attention', than onlinary readers hav#, tftiMlfMl-

rate them again', and to make the proper distinctions^ ? TWir,^,

Uie fair face oftrue relii^ion' , and dress her out in their ffiiHlr^,

withamuligmint ti>tentiui) to reinicr her odious^ord4*spicalll#^f
to tlyose \vIio have not pfoctration enougli to disctlmi|'ChiK7

unpious fraud^ S'rar.?! of them may hav <hti» dttm^m



^ -y*-

K ^

>«*• ,,.,,,.». .:.J n. ««r«t»*«e«<««r. '.' **n.
^ li||p|||l4iMi#vM ^'^li <^ othMi**'. Yet it in ccrtiiiii', no lioiilitllAt

<mwmm WiltHii by tliu nuist acutn ur4li««u gi^ntlfinHi'i li'^iio

I i^Kiiiniiiiit to prii'stcnift', to vpirituul tYnfiintjr\ to ull-iioiiiiHl

1 ilUNFitilikini^ to all thut cun tend to dbuii'ti or iiijuivttitldty,

ttMlhOt goopel Uiey su much nffvvi to dei«|>i8ti\

M «... iAnuK Jnankinu are so iniidt'^ that^nhon thoy hartftioon

i wn»&mteU% thi^y cannot bu iM'ought t(» a |>rf»per toftliMirNgaliir, *

.^ tbuy llttTe b«M:n uvcr-cuolt>U\ My RCHplicitm itiit^ Ih: n^
l-

»—iry to^abottt the ttixer and phrenKy' of faUe ruiigion*^ '

i ; ; LAdw. A wise piv^crintion', Uidetsd', to bring on ajmhrlyt-

i ^<tAlilMloOf the mind', (ror such a flci'ptimn as yoiHilMi
f4Miy;wMdi dtfprives thn mind of ail vijguurt And dvadenii lb
# flMimd imU vM p<^wci'»'f) in onb^r to take off a fevt'K, vthM

• ^%vMp^!!nmct\ nnd the nrtiifc ofthe evangiiUcal doctrm«i',W«uM
i .t^i^iiuhnbly «imj*

!

':''}"'''}!: ''

)" i%le. I acknowlcMl^c thnt those mrdrdhtil', bare % great
^ "^fim^^' Htitfuw doctors Mpj>ly them untaint«t<l with tliomlx-

lure oftome harslu>r dt'ugs% or some unsafe and Hdlifettkttit

^ ^tiMfilinit of thtiir awn\
,» - JWdfce* Wh;U you now say is too truc\—'(3od ba« givtil ^i
''illMMC excellent pliysrc for tlie soul", in all its disi«asct^; Imt
bndT aifd inter«*Mt(*t( pliysicians\ or i^nornnt^ and conceititi

-^ ^ ^jUMki', «<)!niinister it so ill to \\w. n^st of mankind', that ninidi

^OTCtMlyeiiofitof it is unhappily lo»t\ xord LVYTLKtoK.

{^-*^ J

' ClLVrTKR VIII.

PUBLIC SPEFXHE3.
itU srv \'>M

tilt

SECTION I.

CicRRO a/^ain«/ Vkrrks. -
..

ii^[^IIC Uroe b come', Fathers', wlien that which has loi^

""*'*;"".'»»ttS3Nis;

«tfl^ly «onvictt?d\ ^-% t
' "' * > . . . ^ .....

ij^jf^j.^. y^y^^ 1^
his slanderous
•mn hint in the

, «|ilnlon of impartial persons' ; but who', according to his own
,llldl£oniiic^,and declanHldeinindrnce upon his riches',is already
~
~ lluUcfir; I mean Caius v crrt*s\ I demand justice of yuu',

I'.tflKMi tho n>blier of i\w )>ublic tjreaajury^t bo oppre^Mir

Jl^

if"-

'^WJIjllWiMBHW.IIIII.lHlilMI—m I II J wag,li«wr^aw».nBT„. .^.«cm,»»wi, -.

W-JSW^, ^-i
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VI

•( A|ii» >Tuior'ttiMj Painpb.ylia\ Ui« invudur (»fIIm Hiyi(^i||,
pnyMWi ofRomant'f thoscourgo' «inU (siinic oFBuJ^/j^
8 irthat sentence it uaMtcd upun him wh]fh WfifiiM*

4«i«rv6% your autliorUy% Father^', wUl be venehibte i|

cnnl in tltct eyos uf tlie iiublic' : but if his greut rifheti
In«s yoi| in hm favour', I ahull stili gain one polnt^rrt^
it a|iiMr«Mfit to all tlu; wurU', that what was wantf^^

^

casu , was not a eriininui^ nur u prustfcutor', but 1
adMiiiate punishm4!nt\

4^ To puss o\'er the sliHintiruI irregulariitcf of I

^

what Uoes his (junstorshii)', the tint public cnip^;

serted'and ri'duced to want , » province robu^'|the <

religious rights ofa people %'ioliited\

^ l*he employment lie held in Asia Minor"^ anA Pi^
Oa'^ what did it produce hut the ruin of those coiintii«|^

wiuch houses', citiea', and temples', were robbed by IpHfUN
Wkit was his conduct in his prstorship here at ho^e^f !m|
theplumlered temples', und public works neglecte(|}^ thitM..
migiit embezzle the inon4^y intended for carrying kJiMbiiiiw&.

bear witncss\ Hirx did he discharge the oQice ofa,
iHst those who sufTered by his injustice" answer\
6 Dut his )>r8Btoj'ship in bicily ', crowns alibis works ofi

edness', and Aiiishes a lasting monument to his infam^.

cienttorratore tilings to the condition inwhich be foiiiMt

for it is notorious'} that', during the time ofhis tyrann)^,
cilians neither enjoyed the protection of their 0#n\^
laws' ; ofthe regulations made for their heneAt by l^HeR

eily

yeani\ And his decisions have broken aU ,,

denffall right\ The sums hehas',by ar|iitrnryi.
unheard^finipoHit ions', extQrtcd from the induSiri6<

are not to be eoinputed\
i.^ II The moat faithful allies ofthecommonwealthVb
treatiHl as enemies'. Roman citizens have", like s^V
!wi to death with tortures\ The most itUroc^oi|i

br »)Qnev% have been exempted from the 4u80l^
aeuts'; ai|d jmen of the most unexceptidRabla

''

eoademnod arid banished Imheard'.

a.

,;fcS
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bl^lipuiV, tbougli luindenlly ^ortiAvd^nnd th« gnt^g^

w^iWttMti^td thereat detriment ofthe province^, suffered'

<'lii^lM\ Tlie ancient inoniimttnts oftritticr Sicilian^ or Uo«
^^"^ the statues of heroes' and prince8% hari
bd olr ; and the temples stripped of thefr lmn^«i\\*^

yihg^, by his iniquitous sentences", fllled the priaofiT

n^l^at industrious^ and desprving of tlie people', h«
'""oed to order num!)ers of Koni:m cltir.cns to bo

the n^ols^ : so that the exclamation', ** I am a citi-
\

)^ t" which has often', in the most diisant regions^ '

l||lQ^9n|^ the most barbarous people', been a protection' '

^rtb wurvice to th^ra^ ; buf, on tne con*"»rj drought a
" and a more severe punishment Upon them\

dthft^mc outrage against the privilege of Roman citi^

Mww , inoiitd \re not tliink we had sulKeient grotmd for da*'^

i^ipiHft satisf'lction' ? ^
fl'ilvliat punishment oughf, then', to be inflicted npoh f^

tyi^iqd^l and tvickiid prsetoi*', who dared', at no greater dis-
^ ^lilNahBid sight ofthe Italian coasf, to nut to th«

p||ll0i^(» death of crticiAxion', that unfortunate and innocent

IS'^IPHc unhaitpvinan', arrested as he was going to embark
HJKIdJi'niativp coimxrv', is brought before the wickiid pnetorV

es| darting rur\'\ and a countenance distorted with
"e orders the nelnless victim of his rage to be striiM^

[>hd radi^ to be brought'' : ciccusin^ him', but >rithoutthe

lih^aQW of evidenced or even of suspicion', of havii^K.-

^^Jifrcnyis^aspyN
^' -. n;r^*Iff.

' f* K irasin vain tnat the unhappy man cried ouf, ** I am
"If^ona^ citlx^n^ : 1 have served under Lucius P»'ctius',wha
wjf «t l^andrmus', and will attest my innocence\** The

DtmqM^iiity praetor', deafto all he couin urge in his own di^^

ftll^r^fdered $he -infamous punishment to be ihflicted^'^
**

*^U|J.'l*itheiiii'. was an innocent Roman citixen |mMicM
I Wllh^liottmnc' , whilst the only words ha uttttr^

ifeasj*.-'.

r'li^TlMtoi JM^i'nt^n' fir

•

^jpmiuimw

j

iiiiniw iiiim'^' i
i iwmwm '»' -^
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amkbi bit cruvl nuOtsrin^ii''. weru'^ " J am a Romaa di

V(m tbeae he hoped to uerend hunaelf from violenee'aiMl
fanwV But of so little service was this privilege to htW, thilfi

"

wl^ b^ was tJuis nsHirting his cilizcnsliip', the orderWM
given ibr uis (^*icutiun\—lor his execution upon the crw^r '

It OUlierty^ !—O sound once delightful to every J|(Mi|ia
.

i^S-—*Otttcr«d privilege of Roman citixensliip^ !—one«;liH> •

cmdr !'*-H(»ow trampled upon^ !—But wlmt then^ i It it fpiM

death of the cross', a llomun citizen '?

17 Shall neither the cries ofinnocence «xpirin|p in 9gmef't
nor thitears of pitying spectators', nor tlie majesty aCm
Rmhan commonwealth^ nor tiie fear of the jtutiee oC fato

c^ilnftT', restrain the licentious and wanton crueltf of #
monlt^, who', in confidence ofhis riches', strikes at tbe rMt
«»f ntiieriy', lirld sets mankind at defiance'

?

'11 I cnnchide with expressing my hopes% that yoor wto-
doi^^ and jtisticc', FatheiV, will nof, by sunering the atr»*
ei^yi' and unexampled insolence of Cams Verrrs to escaae
diie puhishmenf, leave room to apprehend the danger ma'
tdiat subvQrsioTi of authority', and tlie introduction <u gene-
ral anarchy'' and confmionN CICKRO*S OKAVlOVt.'

'.^-. .^iiJ'iw^Mi i/»« r 5 SECTION II. .-im.kiit^

S^jptfchof Adhkrbal fo '^e Roman Senate^ tmptoring Hmr

fA

B
protection against Jitourtiia.

, uiknown to you', that king Mlcipsa , my father', on hlf
di^th-bed', left in charge to Jugurtha', his adopt«>d' "—^

I

P^Qplp qfRome' as proprietors

qur Ibest endeavours to be serviceable to the ^oihan cbin
nnwealtli' ; assuring us^ tliat your protection^wonM pmtn

ofence against airennm'ies' ; and would be instead <tf st
iIii.ttsVfortificutions', ami treasurcsN

£, Whilemy brother^ and I',were thinking oftiothlnslnitho#
t^ fj^gulate oitrsclves accoruing to the directions of our iAf^

Mased father'—Jugiirtlia'—-the mostinfamous ofniatikind'i-^
lUPtfikiog through all tics of gratitude^ and, of con^mo^ lli"

•Wrt-¥l4 t»»^Pf»n«w9^the autlioritj n^fthc Roma* ipjf|.

^aC-

•iSii
•^JSnsf^'jpw'
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p For a princtt to Im ruducuil', bv villany', to mf dhtntiiftll

dmiiMtKncM^, faicaJamity enouKfi^ ; but my mblortiMlM U%
blKhteneU by the consideration'^—that I And myM»irobK|iii •

to ifillidt yiour al8Hitnnf:c^ Father ^^ for the tervleet «kiM fmm *

b^^y ancettonl^,not for mis' } hi mj been able to render yon
in lay olfn person/ . J u^tlna has piit it out ofmy power l»
dbtir^^ any tbbnr ut \rur mds^ ; and hus forced me to In
l»lmlMnom«'» befo i- TcuulU ho useful to you\ ^»«' •

f 4 And ycf, ir i Ski no plop', but my undeserved rtbory*—**'

! aolM0pomjrfUV ni'irH:e', the d< tceiidaiit of a race oflUiMtrioiM
nMmitrehs', novr, without any fault ufmy own', deilitiile oi.

had to plead'—^It would become the sreatn^M of tfa,e.

eowimonweaUh% tu i>rotect the iiijur«^^ and to chedc U|e tH*
UMph of daring wicKednesa'over ntsipless innoccnce\
^#». But',.to provoke yuur resentment to the utmosf, Ju||iir

tktk hat driven me frum the very dominions', which the wim^
%Ui^ and peopUi of liome', gave to my ancestors^ ; and', fhntti

whieh',my gr<uidraUier\ and my father', undervoururalirai^er^
expelled Syphax' and the Cartha^ini:uis\ Thus', Fathon^,
your kindness to our family is defeated^ ; and Jugurtlia', in

Uijurini; me', throws contempt upon you\ ^.

6 O wretched princeM Oil cruel reverse of fortune* I Ok

> -X'
i C»ff> ^a remained', we suff«*red', as was to bo

i'i;t'^Uc'i't all sorts of hardships from their host'rie attaeks^;
' o^r^fipcmy near^ ; our only powerful ally', the Roman eoill*

. tpqawoalui', at fi dist<tiice\ When that scourge ofAfrica was
n^nfuai|e',we puuKratulutcd ourselves ^ thn prospect ofestaiN

, iistied peace\ uuf, instead uf peace', behold the kiajgdcilitt'

;, c^^uoudia drenched witli royal iilosd* ! and the only siati^
: XttfZ son of its late kins', ^y^^S ^^*^ ^^ adopted murderef',
> and aeeltin^ that safety in foreign ^laits', wbk;li he cMindt'
i rommand m his own kingdom'.

.
.|,Jmi!thpK-~Oh' ! whither shall I ftv' ? If I ratuni to llil

foyal |»a]aM U m§ ameestors', ny fatner*i tfainooo k
»4\



CJimi^M. IV'itc Spttckmi^' il?

kf tks miHrucrer ofinr liit»tlu*r\ Wliat e»u I CtiM* fKliiiifi

NiltlliilJiDSiirth shoiikl huiMttn tu inilirue', inmvMoaMSm
MMndf ivlikh MM now nMjking wUh my brotbcrt'f Iff Mrs
I*i9 Ibr riifiigts^ (ir Tor iuwiAUiiivi^ to nay oUter coiirtV'MMi
MMfkrinctt can 1 hope Tor prc»tectioi/, if th« Rmmii
MNKViHilth give me up' ? From my own fumily' or fri

no eipectMtioiitf'.

f BIy IDyiil Iktlier it no mort^\ lie is t>eyo»Nl liie

irkilimcie'i^id out of lieurin|i?of the complitiitflof hisunliMp-

ffwlkf'* Ttanmy brother iilivi/, ourmutiiul nrnipntlvyvrouM
be lome alleviation'. But he is hurried oiit or NAi , in Mfe
•artyyoMtli', by the very hand which should have bten4h«
Up lb injure any of the myid family of NumidiuN <

^ '«
'
>

•^
' T^e Moody Jupnihu h»i> butchered all whom ho tufe*

' 10 i>e in my interest'. Some liave iieen d«*stroyed1^lr

sfbic tormimt of the cross'. Others hiire been |;iv<n

\o wild Iteusts' ; and their nncuish made the !^|>drC of
re cruel than wild l)eastii\ if there he any yctaHve^,
shut up in dungeons', there to drag out a life more iil-

! than death itself '. «?

11 Loolc down", illustrious senators of Rome' ! ftt>m thai

of|iower to whicli you are raised', on the un^jrapnirfecl

mfM ofa prince"} who is', by Uie cruelty ofa wicked Jn-
", bf'come an oiitciiMt fruin all mankind'. ]>t rt^yOic

ilisi lUationHof liimwho returnH murder^ foradoptroif,
(dice your iudgment'. Do not listen to the wretcfi whb

IliplflbMtchiered tne son' and relations of a king",who gave hliM

'Jf^^^f to sit on the same throne with his own sons'.

, if I liavjis tieen infurincd", fiiat he lalioura by bin emissaries

•fer the time comes*', when the utic vengeance fTom ^Jmm«
IfaB overtake him', he will then dissemble as 1 do'. T|)MI
ho", who now', hardened in wickedness', triumphs n%'er ^opw
liriiom tM8 violence has laid low", will', in his turn', fitrl dislcett',

and suflTcr for his impious ingratitude to my fttUier", l^l4l>j*

Uood-tlUrwty cruelty to my brothers

IS Oh murdered', butchered brother' ! Oh dearest to mj
iHMt^-i-now gone for ever fnim my vight' !—but why ilwiild

I limienti his duatii' ? He W. indeed', deprived of Uie IriesMid

fighi of heaven', of life', ana kingdom', at once', by the very
son wiio ought to have lu^eii (he first to haxard ki» own
', In «N)f«nc«ofany one of Micipsa's family'. But', a»lhiPiN
* mv brotliur is not so much deprived of these '"

^

^^

.^M^"""^-'

.'t'

.4
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iiMirtiwl flrom terror^ from flight, fiom exiled and tip*

iikii^train pfniiseriea which render life to hm a bttrdeii\
* 14 Hi lies full low^, njorcd withwounds^ and fttSterin|in;kii

•vn^bldod\ Buthelie3inp(cnce\ He feeUnoneoFthemiadrici
tvMdi rend knysoul with affony'' and distraction", wbilei aJM

itkuijp a spectacle to ail iTiankind^ ofthe uncertainty ofInnnM
affair8\ So far from having it in my power to punisli fcl2>

)aiirdorer% I am net master of tiie means ofsiMsuringmf Ofivn

life\ So far from being in a condition to defend my kioedODfi

ShMn the violenr^e of tiie usurper^, I am ol>liged tor apply. Ii?

Ibipei|(n protection formy own person\ . M
!' 15 Fathers^! Senators of Rome' ! the arl>iters of nat^nK'J
to you I fly for refuse fiom the murderous fury of JtigMR-

IhA^v—By your affection for your cliildren''; by yoUrlovftlor

Spur counti'y^ ; by your own virtues^ ; by the mujestVi fiif|t|«

toman crnnmonwealth^ ; by all that is sacred\ and ail Uia|^
<kiar to you'— deliver a wretclied prince from unaiesQrVei^
unp^voked injury' ; and nave tiie iiingdom ofNumidia'^wbRW
is your own prupcrty, from being Uie prey of violence\(|mii-
pativn', and cruelty^

. . .,,f4**fl|i^5?K.i

:ui^-^n-i^;--'-*-f-^. SECTION IIL'!' "-.vi..n":''.^T i;t^

'TheKro9VLf Paul's noble defence beforeFbstus fy AoRiFi'i.

answier«
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concerning all the things whereof I am accused b}' the J^JVS^;:
especially', as I know thee to be expert in all custdnis*^ and
auestions' which are amimg the Jevv8\ Whereforie I Heieecb
ice to hear me patiently\ / ;i.j .j

£ My manner of life from my youth', which wlbattliHi
6r*t amongmy own nation at J«iiusaJem', kno^Vallthe Jcwi',

'^Who kne\y ihe from the beginning', Hf they would testify*,)

^ihat after the straitest si^ct of our religion', I lived a Pharwee\

S Why should it be thought a thing incredible with jnm^,
that God should raise thodit.ul^? I verily thought withmysdf/,
that I Ought to do many things contrary to tiie name orJflRis
of NiUEanah^ : and this I did in Jerusnl(!in\ iMany of theMunts
' shut up in prison', having received authority fVom tile

ildM priests^ t and wh(W tliey were put to death , I gave jbo|
rid\

M mmm
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rqicejiJCainst them\ And I oftctn piiniilted them In ti^Wf

" '

j^^Bi|t as I went 16 i^amasm'^ ivltfi afathoritT^ and .

missiou from the chief priests^ nt mid-day', O king'l I «aW:
in the Way a light from heaven", ahovc thu urightnen of Uie
sun'i^thining round about me% and thf:m whojournered -^^A^
m^. And when we were all fallen to the earth', 1 heard a
oice speaking to me and saying", in the Hebrew tovgiif"

ishardfortbeeia
art thou\ Lord^ ?

persecute8t\

for I have appeared
minister% and a wit-

ast seen', and of thmie
thingsin which I will appear to thec^ ; delivering thee from tlie

people^ end from the Gentiles', to whom I now send thee%
taopen tlieur eyes', and to turn them from darkness^ to light',

and from thepower of Satan"^ to God"* ; that they may receive

forgiveness or sin<, and inheritance amongst tliem who are

sanctified by (aitli thnt is in me\ ^'^ -i i-' 4 * J«»'-! '%
^

8 Whereupon", O king Agrippa' ! I was not d!so!»cd!ent to
tlie heavenly vision^ ; but showed first to them of Daniascus\

asts of Jndea%.ana
ipnnt\ and turn to

God^, and do works meet for repentance^. For these ciiusesT,

the Jews (taught me in the temple' , and went about to kill

tni^. Having", hoAvever", obtained help from God', I contin-
ue to this day", witnessing both to small^ and greaf, ssiying

no other things than those which the prophets^ and Moser
dedare<F shonid come^ ; that Christ should si'ifur^ ; that he
vrmAA be the lirst who should rise from the dead" ; and that
ht would show light to the people", and to the Gentiles^.

7 And as he thus spoke for himself, Fcstus said^ with a
loud voice", "Paul", tliou art beside thyself^; much leamiug
hath inndk thee mau\" But he replietTf 1 am not mad", most
noble Festus" ; but speak the woros of trutii" and sobemeia^
For the king knoweth these things", before whom I also speak
free!y\ I am persuaded that none of these, things are litaden
from him^ : for this thing was not done in a corner". King

~ I know that thou
*Almost thouper-
repKed^'^lwoiiU

toDlnd', that riot only thoV, but also all that hearmotiiif

ICU' iU 9|Mni^ !'J| uic Ilea* VIII
J)

TiniiJii , ifiii »iii>tTi.:u iiini, i\t iin

hand'', ai^ ii and at Jerusalem\ and through all tlie coa:

king Akrip- Ii themrtothe Gentiles', that they should rey

4:
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WHEH I consider tlie rnifn^rttncH uf this

luruships', i am not Hijq>ri»e(l it ha« titkt^n

t»f y»>jBrv.«nisidt*.ralion^ It is a hilK, indeed', of

lid^ Tht Eiigliah Reader. Paftt^
49lfi'^«r*^i\t almoit^ uud alto;;cther such as I uiYi',«x«:«|it^''

MirbdHdft'.'** ACTS ixi^t*
--• 1 • SECTION IV^^'-^'

Lord MAi(rsFiEL»\<i;)efcAtn Me ILmstofPetrSyXn^^oH^tka
, 4ittfit jtreventfng the tUlaya ofjudicty tttf cUnmng the Pri^

* "
*

'tils hm til jr*dr

'

tkt^niipiMimuclr-

tfjnnjarf'.oiiRidt'.i'ation^ It is a hilK, indeed', of mi crifrimmt

iiMkviitiMk^ ; it^i^ x^ ^'^^ t'>'*" tu taku atvay from two tiilrds^

\ini ii^«3ative body of tliia gw!al kingdom', certain pirivih^fa^

^nd immunities' of whicli they have been, long podsetiMsiK

J'ttriiafM tliereijD a<» situation the huniiui minSd can Ims plioced

in", tiiat is so ditncult^ and so trying", as wbea it is iiuidttfijuilc^

instts ixwn vaui^o''.

Jt Tbefe is ijgometliing implanted in Ute breast of nrnn^s^
HttHcbed tose|f\so tenacious ofprivile|p;es once obtuilM9d''f tlMt'

VI such H situation", either to di::>cuss u'ith impartia^tv\ orm*
v«Jk: vvtth,iu»ti(;e', iias ever been iield the summit ol all liuman
v'lrtutO. "I'he Uiii now in question', puts your lordsliips in Chm
Tory prrdic'-iimi'Dt^ ; and 1 have no doubt tile wisdom ofyour -

d.'cision will convince the world', that where self-iutcP4.tlt\aiMl

jtistice'', are in opposite :icaie»', the luttci will ever prepooderf*.:

*ite with your lord«iiips\ -'mh^'M ^l-^^n .^k/.?^

cOiuntry, that the nicmbei's of both liouses sliouid Im) (He m
tiieir j^ersoiis', in castas of civil suits'' : for tliere may co*n« a
ti(|ie when the safety'' and welfare' of this whole empire",
n^|iy .dei)end upon their attendance in pai'liament'*. I am fiyr

froixi advising iiny measure that would in future endancer (bit

stiite'' : but the hfll before your lordships has', I am conndenf,
no such temlency^ : for it exprcsslv secures the persons ol
ifienibers of either house in all ci\ il suits\

4 This B!;:ing the case:', I confiss', when I see miany iwbfe

aih'Azed^.
• How happiv WM thit mai Apottle, even in the mon perilous eireuuMtikiicM

TlM^pi ulMte^ iKMid* and oppression, iiis mind wna i'ree, and Msed at«>v«««imr
re«r,of n^a
tlif^e

Willi wiia» digrnUjr and compavura does ke dc<ead biiMcir, pw
cMue be had espoused^ wbiist he displays the most cotvpas^iiMiftta.lMl
rerkngs,fershos« wM wera suisngcn M the «iib)raHi jNiikMbtR

MS4>
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Tlivy', I iluul)t not, oji^kisu tlie bill upon puMiR principles'':

I would not wish to insnniate', that private interest Uaci tli«

least weightin their determiiiatioi]\ - ^ii'^ tf^^ ^''^' 1

. 5 The bill hJUkbeen fitjqucntly proposed", and as freuucnily

lia,8 inwcJirried^ : but it wan aJwavs lost in the lower nouse .

wt.'re the nohle lords as well acqiiaint«id as I ani", with hut

half the dilliculties^ and delays' occasioned in the courts of

justice', under pretence of privilege', they would not', nay^
they could not , oppose this bill\ ^ ,

- ..
; . .>^ • i^ff

;

propositjoi

IHMUi

istry^

on th

thouL.i

shoukl prevent all civil suits fronrproc»^cding during the. sit-

ting of parliament', hut Ukewise sranted )>ri)tectton to the
very servants of nnembers\ I shall say nothing on the wis-
Joni ofour ancestors^; it mi«^ht perhapsappear invidious'': Ihut
is not necessary in the present case\

7 I shall only say", tliat the noble lords who flatter them-
selves with the weight of that reflection', should remember',
that as circumstances alter', things themsc^Ives should a}ter\

Formerly', it w'as not so fashionable eitlier for n»dsters"' or ser*''

vants' to run in debt\ as it is at present'. Formerly', we wc re
not that great commercial nation we are at present' : nor
formerly were merchants^ and manufacturei's i?icml)ers of
Earliament as at present\ The case is now very iHfl'erent^

:

othmerchants^and manufacturers' arc',with great propiiety'
elected members oftlie lower house\

8 Commerce having tlius got into tln^ legislative body ofthe.

kingdom', priviluce must be done away\ We all know', that
the very suui* and essence' of trade', are regular payments^;
and sacf experience teaches us', that there are men', who will

notmake tlieirr^ularpaymentswithoutthe compulsive pow
er of tile lawa^. Tl le law then ought to be etiu' -^ >)cn to ail'

L (isd)

*>
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knj exempduii to p;\rticiilar men\ or pnrticulnr rankspfmen'
is'', 111 . a freii'^ and coFinniercial country^, a solecism of th«
^ssest nature\

9 But I will not troul>lr }'our li>rdships with argtiments for

Umt% which is sufliciently evident without any\ 1 shall only
any a few words to some noble lords', who ftiresef* tnnch in-

convenience', from the pehioiis of their servants l»ei.ig liable to

be arreated\ Oue. noble lord oliservi^s", That the coachmao
of a peer may be arrested', while be is driving Im master to
the House', and that', conscquentlv', he will not Ims able to
attend his duty in parliriincnt'. If tliis were, actually to hai»*

pen', there are so many methods by which the membfT mlent
still get to the House', that 1 can hardly think the noble lord it

siirious in his objection".

10 Another noble peer sjiid', Thaf, by this bill', one mi^ht
16se his most valuable' and hooe^st 8crvaiits\ This I hiold tO
be a contradiction in terms" : for he can neither l»e a valuabl«
servanf, nor an honest man', who gets into ilebt, which ho
is neither able nor willing to pay', tin coranclled hy thie law\

t', by unforeseen accidents', has got into debt'yIf my servant'

my 3i^i 1 mil. it»Tv< *\ \,i\.i^ *,\t o^\, ma viv>\«ii.uia n\ %ai2ii<«|ivi.^ ^

while', for forty shillings only', the honest tradesman may l>o

torn from his family', and locked up in a gaol\ It is moni>
Btrous injustice'' ! I flatter myself, howevei*', the determini^^
lion cf tl'iis day', will entirely put an end to a)l these uartlw

'^f

lord on my left hand', that I likewise am running the race of

Elarity^. If the noble lord means by popularity', that tjv-

e bestowed by after-ages on good and virtuous actionsfj

^ion^ been struggling in that race" : to what purpose!^
all-tryirtg time can alone de.termiRe\

IS But if the noble lord means that mushrooni po|>u1aritv'«

which is raised without ilierit\; and lost wiUiout a criine'. Ii^

is much mistaken In his oj)iniO)n\ I defv the noble lord t^
point out a single action or my life', in which the ponutaritsr

of tlie times ever had the smallest influence on nny oetcrtnf-

nations\ I thank God, I have a more |>ernianent and steai^
rule for my conduct\—^the dictates ofmy own1>reast\ ' /*

13Thosewho hare foregonethat pleasingadviser^andciTepr

ap Mieir mind to be the slav/i of every oomilar impulse, I m^

cefe

to

Exp
taSu

ihcii

ofd
nevi

has

a^.
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cetvty pity^ : I pity thcni still more', iftheir vanity leads them
to mistake the shouts of a niut/ for the trumpet of fame^.

—

Experience might inform tliem^ that many', who h?vc been
•aSuted with tlie huzzas of a crowd one day', have received

14 Why tlien the noble lord can think I am ambitious of
presentpopularity',*Jiateclio of foliv\and shadow of renown',
1 atn at a lods to aeterminc\ Besiues, I do not kn«w that tbf
bill now before your lordships', will be popular^ : it depends
much upon the caprice of the duv\ It may not be popular
to eoni|>el people to pay their dcbts^ ; and', in that case , the
present must be a very unpopular bill\

is It may not be popular dther to take away any of the
privilei;es of parliament^ ; for I very well 'remember', and
many of your lordships may remember', that', not long ago',

the uopurar cry was for the extension of privire^e^ ; and so
fat* 4id tliey carry it at that time', that it was auid', tne privileis^e

protected members even in criminal actions'' ; nay', such was
the power of popular prejudices over weak minds,' tiiat thtt

Very decision ofsome of tlie courts', were tinctured with that
duclrinc\ It was undoubtedly an abominaitle doctrine\ 1

tliought so U)eu', and I think so still^: but', nevorlheless', it

was a populai^pctrine', and came immediately from thoiie

who are called the friends of liberty^ ; how deservedly', time
rill show\

16 Tnic liberty',In my opinion', can only exist when justice
Uequally '

" ^" "' - • • .....
Where is

aimemlicr
punishment (fue to his crimes''? The laws of this country allow^'
of noplace\ nor any employment', to be a sanctuary for

crimes^; and where fhave the honourto sit as judge', nuther
royal favour^, nor popular applause', shall protect the guilty\

17 I have now only to l>eg pardon for havmg cmploved so
much of your lordships' time^ ; and 1 am sorry aliill', Iraught
with >o many good consequences', has not met with an abler
ad« ocate^ : but I doubt not your lordships' determination will

convince the world', that a bill', calculated to contribute so
much to the equal aistribution of justtice as the present', re-

quires with your lordships but very little 8upport\

k'

m
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SKCTION V.

Parti.

An address to young personi,

IINTKND, in Ihis address^ to show yen: thn nTHH>rt«ncr of

bogitining early to give serious attention to yonr conduct.

As »oon t\H yon are capable of iH^Hection, you mifst nerceWe
that there is a right and a wrong in human actions. You ste.

that those who are Ifom with the same advantages of foitunuj

are not all equally prosperous in the course of Itfc. While
some ofthem, hy wiHe and steady ctmduct, attiiin distinction

in the world, anO pass their days with comfort and iTonotir;

others, of the same rank, hv mean ami vicious hehnvfo'iir, fbr-

feit the advantages of their birth ; involve themselves in much
misery; and end in being a disgrace to their friends, and a
burdi'n on society.

8 Early, then, may you learn, that it is not on the external
condition in which you find yourselves placed, hut on tho
part which you are to act, that your welfai*e or unhappincQS,
your honour or infamy, depentls. Now, when heginniug to
act that part, what can Im of greater moment, than to Regu-
late your plan of conduct with the most serious attention,

liefore you have yet connnitted any fatal or iiretrievable er-

rors ?

^ d If, instead of exerting reflection for this valuable pur-
pose, you deliver yourselves up, at so critical a time, to sloth

and pleasures; ifyou refuse to listen tf> any^jcounsellor but
humour, or to attend to any pmsuit exce|iMuiat of amme-
ment ; if you allow yourselves to float loostfand careless on
the tide of life, ready to receive any du'ection vh/f^h *he cur-

rent of fashion may chance to givb you ; wiu t can you C3fpect

to follow from sucl> beginnings ?

4 While so many aroutld you, are undergoing the sad con-
lequences of a like mdiacretion, for what reasimshuil notthose
^^miJiequences extend to you ? Shall ycm attain success tvitli-

out that preparation, ann escape dangers without that pre-
caution, which are re(|uired of others r Shall happiness gi'ow
up to you, of 1th own accord, and solicit votn* acceptance,
wlien, to the rest of mankind, it is th<; fruit pf long cultivation,

and the acquisition of labour and care ? ''
;

' :i ^* **: V^
5 Deceive not yourselves with those rtr!*0"^nt hopce.-ii-.

Whatever l)e your rank, Providence xVMI not, for your SJike

revei-se its established order. The Author of your being hath
enjoined you to " take hee<l to y<iur ways ; to ponder the
paths of your feet ; to remember your Creator in tiie days ol

your youth."
C He Ivtth decreed, that they only ** n^ho seek after

r

^Hf^HP^t^ii^^H-:
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dora, shall find it; that r<»ols shall he alllicted, because uf

their transgressions ; juid that whoever refusi-tii instruction,

Shall destroy Uis own soul.** By listening to these ndnioni-

dons, and tempering the vivacity ofyonlh wilha propermix-
ture of serious thought, you may ensure choorfuluessforthe

rest of life j but by delivering yours(;l\'es u|i at present to

giddiness and levity, you lay the foundation of lasting heavi-

ness of Ikeart.

'7 When you look forward to those plans of life, which
•ither your circumstiinces have suggested, or your friends

have proposed, you will not hesitate to acknowledge, that in

order to pursue them witl) advanUige, some pre> ious disci-

pline is. requisite. Be assured, that whatever is to be your
profession, no educ;ition is more necess^wy to yf»ur success,

tiian the acifUirement of virtuous dispositions and habits.

—

This is the universal prejiarati<^ii for vycry character, and
•very station in life. .,..^ * ;^t^^ Vr i ^^ V^

»^j ^i
'

6 Bad as the world is, respect is ahvays paid to virtue. In

the usual course of humun aflairs, it will be fdund, ihat a
plain understanding, joined with acknowledged worth, con-
tributes more to prosperity, than the brightest parts without
"-*-**>' or honour. Whether science or business, or pul)-

liclife, be your aim, virtue still enters, fur a principal slian*,

into all those great departments of society. It is conn^ctod
with eminence, in every liberal art ; with reputation, in ev»'ry

branch of fuir and useful business ; with distinction, in every
public station.

9 The vigourwhich it gives the mind, and the weight which
it adds to character ; the generous sentiments which it

breathes ; the undaunted spint which it inspires; the ardour
ofdiii^nce which it quickens; the freedom which it pro-

^

cures from pernicious and dishonourable avocations ; arejjij^^

foundations of all that is highly honourable, or g^eutkr' suc-
cessful among men.

1 Whatever ornamt-ntid orengagingemloWmcmts you now
possess, virtue is a necessary requisite, in order to tneirshniing
with proper lustre. Feebly »f^ the attractions of the falr.^st

form, if it be suspected ttiat nothing withiti, corr<^»ponds to

tl)e pleasing appeiuvm^e without. Short are the trium|>li8 of
wit, when it is supposed to be the vehicle of n^ulice.

1

1

By whatevermeans you miy at first attract the attenti< >n,

you can hold the esteem, and secure the h'^rts ofothers,only
uy amiabledispositions,and theaccomp lishments of the mind,.

TUeiM^ ^re the qualities whose hifluence will last, when the
^istm «rafi that 6iic« sparkled and daz/led has passed away.

18 ind)
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12 I«et not then tho stMson ofyouth be barren ofiiBproye-

nicnts, 80 uiMcatiiil to your future felicity and honour. Now
it Uie seed-time of life ; and according to '* what you tow,
you shall reap.** Your ciiamcter is now, under pfvine As-
sistance, of your own forming; your fate is, '•» some mcas*
^re, put into your own handn.

13 Your nature is as yet pliant and sofL Habits havn mot
•stablishcd tlieir dominion. Pn^judices hare not ure-occil*
pred your untlerjtanding. Tlie world has not had tUne ta
contract and debase your affections. All your iiowers are
more vi;;urou8, disemliarrasscd, and free, than tiiey Will Im
at any future period.

.
14 Whatever impulse vou now gh'e to your desires and

passions, the dir«>.ctioii is likely to continue. It will form ttiii

rhanncil in which your life is to run ; nay, it may detcrminir
its^ everlasting issue. Consider, then, Uie emptoymenl of
t)|is importaiit period, as the highest trust Which shall ev«r
h*i cohimittcd to you ; as in a great measure, dedaivi! ofyour
liappinoss in tiine, and in eternity.

15 *As in the succesnion of the si^asons, each, bv the invaria*

blu laws of ui.ture, affects the productions of what is ncvt in

course ; so, in human life, every |H;riod of our age, accurttinc

as it is well or ill spent, influences the happiness ofthat whirn
is to follow. Virtuous youth, gradually brings forward ae*

complishod and ^flourishing manhood; and such manlioody
passes of itself, witliout uneasiness, into respectalile and tran-

quil old age.

16 But when nature is turned oiit of its r^ular coursci.

disorder takes |)lace in the mimd, jxst as in Uie vegettbie
worli'. If the sjiring put forth no blossoms, in summer thejM
will be no beauty, and in autumn, no fruit: so, if youth \m
indcA away witiiout improvement, manhood will probably \m
iQQtemptihle. and old age miscralile. If the lieginhing^ of
n^'liairebcra " vanity,'*^ its latter end can scarcely be any
otiler than " vexation of spii it.**

17 1 shall finish this address, with calling your attention to

that depentjence on the blessing ofHeaven, which, amidst all

your endeavours after improvement, you ought conUnuaUv 1

1

presci ve. It is too common with tlie young, even when tlicj

resolve to tread tiii^ path of virtue and honour, to set out WJW
prasmnptuous confidence in tliemselves.

18 Trusting to tiieir own abilities for carrying them siic>

cessfully through life, they are careless ofapplymg to God,

%.
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Dor human vlrtut;, uiisiinportrd hy reKgi»ii, i« equal to Ifto

trying vittaitlons ^vliich r>rti>n occur in life.
: ^ ,

19 By the siiock of tf^inptiitiirin, how fiiHjiiently hare the
mOst victuouR intentioiift been overthrown ? Cinder the preie-

ure of disaster, iiow oi'teia has the greatest constancy sunk ?
•* Every good, and evt*ry jwrfect gift, is from ahove.*' Wjf->
domand virtu<^, as well as "riclies and horiouk*, come firom

God." Destitnto of his favour, you are in no hfitter situathm,

with nil your hoasted aiiilitiRS. tiian orphans left to wander in

• trackless desert, without any guide to comluct ttlVMiyfr

any shriter tn cover them from tno gathering storm.
SO Correct, then, tliis ilUfounded arrogance. Eipflft

not, that your iiajtpiness can be independent ofHimwijo
made yori. \iy fuitli and repentance, apply to the Kedymfr
of the world. By pi(?ty and jirayer, seek the protection nf
the God of hcav(>n.

t\ f\c<im«k}s\K with (he solemn words, in which a groat
prince dehvercd his dying charge to his son : words, whidb
every y«)ung )ierson ought to consider as addressed toliinMdtf^

and to engrave deeply on his heart: ** Solomon^ my •;4i»

know thou the Guu of thy Cithers; and serve hi|n vntba
perfect heart, and with a wtlling mind« For the Lord acarfh-
eth ailltcarts, and unclerstandeth all the imaginations oftti^
thoughts. If thou seek him, lie will be found of thee ; hut if

tiaou forsake him, he will cast thee of!' for e«'er.** *LAiU»

>-?';

CHAPTEll IX.
^ ^^ TROMISCUOUS PIECES

SECTION I. 4
BarlhqutAt at Odahria, in the year 16S8.

-

N account of this dreadful earthquake", is ^iron hy tllO

celebrated fat lier K ircher\ It happened whilst heWM^
his journey to visit Mount ii'Itna', and l)ui rest of tlie wondift
that lie towards tlie South of It;ily\ Kircher i»oODaiderii4
by scholars', as one of the greatest prodigies of leamiw
"Having hirwl a boat', in company. with four more%(t«vo m-
ars of the ord»i* of St. Francis', and two seculars',)we laun^il-

ed from tiie harbour of Messina, in Sicily% and arrived', IImi

same day', at the promontorjr of Peloras\ Our destuiatioa

was for the city of £upha;mia', in Gidabria' , where we |y|d

some business to transact' , and where' we designed to tarry

for some tirae\
S

' t "Howe -'cr',Providcnceseemed willii.g to crossourdes%B^
$ir we were. ohUged tc continue three days at H«tofwr«
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4K1 account uf the weiitii(>r^ : and though we often put out to

M«', yet we were as often driven buck\ At length , wearied
with the deluy', we resolved to prosecute our voyage^ : and^

^although Uie sea seemed more than usually agitated', wa
iTontured forwardV
« 8 "ThegulfofCiiarybJis', which we approached', seemed
j^hirled round in such a mannei*', as to form a vast holloWj
p^erging to a point in the centre\ Proceeding onward", ana
"turning my eyes to JRUia^ I siiw it cast forth large volumes
of smoked ofmountainous sizes', whitrh entirely covered tb«
Mand', and blotted out the very shores from my view\ Tliis',

together with the dreadful noise', and the sulphurous stench
wnkh was stronglv perceived', filled me with apprehensions',

' that 8«,une more dreadftil calamity was impending\
4 ^'The sea itself seemed to wear a very unusual appear

^ancib" : they who have seen a lake in a violent shower ofrain'
covered all over with bubbles', will conceive some idea of its

^agifotionsV Mv surprise wsis still increased', by the calmness
and serenity oftiic weather'; not a breeze', not a cloud', which

all possible diligence',we landed at Tropaia', happy and thank-
ful for having escaped the threiiteoing dangers ofthesea'.

b ^* But our triumphs at land were of short duration'; for

we had scarcely arrived at the Jesuits' College', in that city',

when our ears were stunned witii a horrid sound', resembling
tliutofan infuiite number of chariots', driven Oercely for-

'^ard' ; the wheels rattling', and the thongs cracking\ Soon
after this', a most dreadful earthquake ensued' ; the whole
tract upon which we stood seemed to vibrate', as if we wera
ill the scale of a balance tliat coiitinu 'id wavering'. Tiiis mo-
tion-'^ however', soon crew more violent' ; and being no longer

' abletp keepmy legs', i was thrown prostrate upon the ground'.
In the irifean tune, the universal ruin round me', redoubled
ilkiy amazement'.

*»
. 6 "The crash offalling houses', the tottering oftowers', and
the groans of the dyiiig^, all contributed to raise my terror"

and despair'. On every side of me% 1 saw nothing butt
'^teene of rain j and danger threatening wherever I shoidd
*^fly'. 1 recommondei^wiyself to God', as ray last great refuge'
^ 7 "At that hour*, 'O how vain was every sublunary happi-
ness' ! Wealth', honour', empire', wisdom', all mere useless

"Std

''Vi'-ftti^t^'ir'liS ••
^'t^^it^

'9l!lfmr>M»r;^vriSi.TtMm>'nm" '



Chap. % ^^
A ** AftiTSoine timci', brnvfrer^, finding flint I remnincd an-

hnrt', aniidstthe prnortil ccmrnssion', 1 rfsolv***! to venttire for

wftity^ ; Jind running hs fast «» I could', I rracht'<l llie «hr'«'e',

hilt almost torrirH'dout ofmy n'ason\ I did notst'arch Jong
hftrR', till f f«innd the liM^t in which I hud !and<^d'', and my
companions also', whose terrors were even greater than minfv.

Our meeting was not of that kind', where every one is desi-

rous uf telling his own happy escape^ ; it whs all ttilence/, and a
gloomy dread of impending terr(»rs\

9 ** Leaving this seat of desolation'', wc proBcriitpd our
voyage along the coasr; and the next day came to Hochclta',
where wo landed', although the earth still continued in vio-

lent agitation9\ 15ut w»r had scarcely arrived at our inn', wlimn
we were once more ohiiged to return to the hoat' ; and', 'm

al»oiit half an hour', we saw the greater part of the town\nnd
the inn at which wp: had put up', dashed to the ground', bu-
rying the inhnhitants beneath the ruins\

10 ** In this manner', proceeding onward in our little «-
8cl', finding no safety at land', and yet', from the smallnc^S of
our boat', naving hut a

"

we at length lande("

TropiFa and Euphapmi;
we were bound\ Here', whenever 1 turned my eyes', rioth

ing but scenes of ruin'' and horror' appeared^ ; towus^ and c-ai-

tles' levelled to the ground^ ; Stromboli', though at sixty miler
distance', belching forth Hames in an unusual manner', and
with a noise which 1 could distinctly hear\

1

1

"But my attention was qnicwly turned from more re-

mote', to contiguous danger\ The rumbling sound of an
apjtroaching eartluiuake', which we by this time were grown
acquainted with', Mlarmed us for theconseqiirnccR^ ; it every
moment seemed t.» grow loudei*', and to approach nearrr^
The place on %viruh Ave stood now began t(» shake IiiosLh

dreadfully^ : so that luring unable to stand', my compimifntt
and I caught hold of what.iver shrub grew iiej^l tif^ufi^ and
supported ourselves in that manner\

eiy ai lana ,anii yei , irom me smaiinrra or
but a verjr dangerous continuance at w*a',

?d at Lopizium ,a cantle midway between
lapmia', tlie city towi)ich',as I said before',

the city', out cnuld see only a friKlitfnl dark clmid', that see n
cd to rest upon the place\ 'J'hls tiie more surpns«>d iis^, uft

the weather was so very sereiie\ * '2

l.S ** We waited', therefore', till the cloud had passed .iw y**

then turning to look for the city', it was totally sui:k\ W 'nl

doriiil to twl' ! nothing but a dismal and putrid lak*** 1«nc

m
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MCD where It 8tooU\ We looked alMuii lu And tume oni
that could tell us of its 8<ul catustronhe', I ut could see no (mv-

onN All was become a iiiclaiicliuly Hulitude^ ; a srene of

bidooufl dissolution^.

^ 14 **TliHa proceeding pensively along', in qufst of-tomc
human being that could give ua a little infonnation'i wo at

longth mvf a boy sittin;;^ by the shore", and appearing stu)»i"

Aedwith turrur\ Of him , tiicrcfure', wc inquired concern*

ing the fate of tiie city^ ; but he could not be prevailed on to

give us an answer\

We still persisted in our oilices of kindness^ ; but he onhr
pointed to the place of the city^ like one out of his senses .

and then', runnmg up into thu* woods', was never 'heard of

after^. Such was the fate of the city of Ruplifemia'.

16 ** As we continued our mclanclioly course along the
hore', the whole coast', for (lie space of two hundred miles',

presented nothing hut tlie remains of cities'' and men'scatter-

ed% without a habitation', over the (leldH\ Proceeding thus
aluns', we at length ended our distressful voyage by arriving

at Naples', after liaving escaped u thousimd dangers both at

tca'andlaudV GOi.osMiTU.

SECTION U.

Letterfrom VutiY to Gv.Miyivs*

DO we not Homelimes observe a sort of people', who',
though they are thems*lves muU'v the abjrrt dominion

•fevery vice', show a kind of malicious resentment against the

S The highest ofall characters', in my estimation', is his',

who is as ready topardon the cn-ors of mankind', as if he were
cwry day guilty olsome himself ; aiui', at the same lime', as
Cfutious of commitliM^ a«fanlt', ms if he i:<vfr firg.ive one\
It b a rule then which we should^ upon all occasions', both
private^ and public', most r."liirioii:,iy obstTVc''. **to lie inexo-
rable to our own f;u!ijii;.s', wliile we trrat tl»ose of llie rest of

the world with tenderii*'S»^; not exct-ptiug even such as for-

give none but themsf Iv»^s ."

S I shall', perhaps', bo asked', who il h that Ijh« given orca-
Imm t« fhtme re.'leci) '.ti)ii\ Mu'^w thi>n thnt a eert^iu peniua

^.j^iJ^tiiA'
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liHety^—hut ofthnt when we ra^pt'—^thouKh^upon iecoii4

iKoMghtt', not even then' ; leaf, whilst 1 condemn and rmm$
bit conduct% I nhnll act counter to that mnxim I partimiwrlf
l!P,comnrie(Kl\ WhiievcK, therefore', and whatever lie fSjml
femuin in tihsnce^ : for though there may l>e some iMer, |icf<»

bnpM% in setting a mark upon the man', lor thesakeofcx«ii|»
p(e', ih»}rc will he more', howevcr'iin sparing him', IbrlM
sake ofiAumunity\ Furi3wrli\ MELiiOTuVridinr. ^

,

<« SECTION 111.

litUtrfrom Plikt to Marckllinus an Hit if. ih ofan m
hie ifoung woman,

I
WRITE this tinder the utmost on ••'

youngest daugiitur of my fri r

NjBver surely ivas there a moreagrty p^.

yoinix person', or one wlio better det

loQg'tJ had nlinqvt ^aid', an immor
wisdom ofHSSe" and discretion ofa n 'u Joined with youth-
f^l 8W<*etnes8' and vir4;ln modesty\ j^

2 With what un engaging fondness did she behave to hci^

,-i<

row^ t the
'b't .9 deadM
4iur6anib«M«

enjoYeda
. fiad aH th«

empljyed mwch of
her time in readiu^,in which she discovered i^reat strength qf
jiidftment^ ; slie indulged herself in few diversions', and thoip
with much caution\ With what forbearance^ with what pa-
tience\ witii what courage', did she endure her last HInew i

3 She complied with all the directions ofher physicians^;

she encouraged her sister', and her father^ ; and', when all hai

strength of bo% was exhausted', supported herself by the
Mngle vigour or her mind\ That', indeed', continued', eveii

tp herM moments', unbroken by the pain of ak>ng illiMMr,

or the terrors of approacliing deatir; and it is a reflectiOB

lyhich makes tiie loss of her so much the more to be lam^st*;
ed\ A loss infinitely severe'' ! and more severe by the fa|jf
ticular conjuncture in which it happened^

!

^^y.-'-W^

4 She was contracted to a most worthy youth^ ; tiie wed-
ding day was Hxetl', and we were all invited\—How sad e
change from the highest Joy^, to the deepest sorrow^! How
shall 1 express the wound that pierced my liearf, when!

rage', lo oe.employtin in myrrn- anu spicos^ lor ner lunenu^i
5 lie 18 a man of gireat learning' and good sensed wlio baa

tpnlied himceir, from las earliest youth', to the ndlilefil eni
<!*#> '.-^ite*

.t .•»>,
. f**;'ffli3«S
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nost eieTated studies^ : but ail the maxims of fortitude which
be has received from booliii , ur advanced himself^, he now
absolutely rejects^ ; and every otlier virtue of liis heart gives

place to all a parent's tendeniess\ Wc shall excuse^we shall

even .ipprove his sorrow', when we consider what he haslo&t\
lie has lost a daugiiter who resembled him in his manners^, as

well as his person^ ; and exactly co|)ied out all her father\

such as seem to carry a sort of reproof witli them' j but those
ofkind and sympathizing humanity^
7 Time will render him more open to the dictates of rea-

son^ : for as a fresh wound shrinks back from the hand ofthe
surgeon', but by degrees submits to, and even requires the
means of its cure'; so a mind', under the ili'st impressions of
a misfortune', shuns and rejects all arguments ofconsolation',
but at length', ifapplied witli tenderness', calmly and willingly

si^ilesces iu tliem\ Farewell\ Melmotu*s Pliny.

!^4^^ .,.,^^
SECTION IV. ........ JS

^ ' *' / On discretion, "-^
- -'

'

IHAVE often thought', if the minds ofmen were laid open',
we should sec but little difference bet^veen that of a wise

man', and that of a fool\ There are inflnite reveries\ num-
tM>rless extravagances^ and a succession of vanities',which pass

er lets them all indiflerently fly out in words\ This sort of

discretion', however', has no place in private conversation
between intimate friends\ On such occasions', the wisestmen
very cften talk like the weakest^ ; for) indeed, talking with a
Cf|end', is nothing else than lltinking aloud^.

] t- ToiUy has therefore very justly exposed a precepf, deKv-
ere4 hy some ancient writers', Tiiat a man should live with
l^'enemy in such umannci'', as might leave him room to be
come his friend' ; and with his friend', in such a manner', thaf
if he became his enemy', it should not be in his power to hurt
him\ The first part of this rule', which regards our behav-
iour towards an enemy', is indeed very reasonable', as.well as
very prudentials ; but the latter part of if, which regards our
behaviour towards a friend', savoura more of cunning^ than of

discretion' : and would cut a man off from the greatest pleas-
unes of life', which are the freedoms ofconversation wiOi a bo*
som friend\ Besides thaf, when & friend is turaed into an

JS«~;

'•J!P»»ir>*-
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enemy% th«^ wurld is just enough to accuse the perfidiousneai ,.i

of the friend , rather tliun the indiscretion of the pert** ^ who 4
coniided in hiiii\

^
;'{

3 Discretion does not only show itself in words', but in all $
the circumstaijces of action^ , and is Lke an under-agent oft -i^

Providence'^, to guide and direct us in the ordinary concerns i

oflife\ There are many more shining <

man', hut tiie.re is none so useful as

indeed', whicli gives a value to all the rest^; which sets tliem
at work in their proper tiities^ and places' ; and turns them 'a

to the advantage of the person who is possessed of them\ ^«

gtpialitiesin the mind oi?
discretion\ Itistliis',^^

4 Discretion does not only make a man tlie master of bin ;'

own parts', but of other menV. The discreet man finds out ii

the talents of those he converses with' , and knows how to '%

ed\ nor the bravc\ who guides the conversation', and gives-

1

measures to society^ A man with great talents', but void of ^
discretion', is like Polyphemus in the fable\ strong'and blind^;*^

endued with an irresistible force', which', for want of sighf»
is of no use to liim\

5 Though a man has all other perfections', yet if he v.m^
discretion', he will be of no great consequence in the world^ ;

on the contriU'y'M^fh^ has this single talent in perfection', and
but a common snare of othei-s', he may do what b6 please^ in
his particular station of life\ :1 «, v ^ - -

.

6 At the same time that I think discretion the most useCul
talent a man can be master of, I look upon cunnhig to be the
accomplishment oflittle\ mean', ungenerous mindjt^. Discre*
tion points out the noblest ends to us' , and pursues thfi TmH$
proper and laudable methods of attaining them^: cunnJhig ha^

.

only private selfish aims^ , and sticks at notbii^ wldch may^i4
make them succeed\ ^ |i

7 Discretion has large and extended views^; and^Ukc%^^
well-formed eye', commands a whole honzon"^ : cunning in %xn

er authority to the person who possesses it^ : cunning^, when
it is once detected', loses its force', and makes a man incapft* ft

bleof bringing about even those cvenis which he might haT*^?^'!

done', had he passed only for a pUun man\
(J4d) M

#•

/-"'
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tion is only found in irien of strong san^v' and good under*
itMMlings^ : <;unnin'^ is often to he int't with in l)rutes tlicm-

aelves''; and in pei-sions who an; hut the fewest removes frorn

thi*iii\ In short", cunninj; is only tl)e mimic of discretion^.;

Mid it may pass uj>on w'ealt men',' in the same manner a^ vl

mcitvis <»ften mistaken for wit', and gravity', for wi8d«m\
* The cast of mind whi<:h is natural to a discreet man',

mttkes him look forward into futurity', and consider wliat will

lie his condition millions of ages hence', as well as what it is at

prcsei»t\ He knows that the misery* or happiness' which is

reserved for-him in another world', loses notnmgof itsrcidity

by biting pla'*ed at so great a distance from him\ The oft-

jcctt do not appear little to him because they are remote^
Tie considers, that tliose pleasures'" and pains' which lie hid in

eterqity', approach nejM*er to him every moment' ; and will be
present with him' in their full weight* and measure/, as much
as-those pains* and pleasures' which he feels at this very in-

stant. For this reasijn', he is careful to secure to himsell

that which is the jiroper hap]>iness of his nature', and the ul-

timate design oi his lieing*.

•10 He carries his thoughts to the end of every action', and
considers the most distant', as well as the n^ost niimediatc cf-

and his conduct suitaole to one who knows his true mteresf

,

ndhow to pursue it by proper iiethods^ lonisoN.

i-.
"

:,,-./; SECTION V. V ,. . ,^....,./ \^:-

On the government of oitr thous^hts. -',,:.,.-

MULTITUDE of cr es occur, in which we are no less

.accountable for what we Ihink, than for what we do. As,
first, when th)9 introduction of any train of thought de-
pends u}>on ourselves, and is our voluiitsiry act, by turning
ourattontibn towards such 6bject[i, awakening such passions,

or«n^a^rg in such onployments, as we knovr must give a
reculiiiir t'sterminat ion to our thought**. ^: ext, when thoughtSi
ly whatever accident they may have been origimdly sii^est-

adiMre indulged with deliberation and complacency.
Though the nVmd has been passive in their reception,

and, therefore free from blame
;
yet, if it be active in thc'ir

continuance, the guilt becomes its own. They may liava

''**^'RWf(»*^''*i
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intruded at fii'st, like unbidden quests ; but if, when entered, -

they are made ueicoine, and kuidly entertained, the caneii :

the same as if they iiad been invited from the beginning.

S Ifwe are thus accountiible to Uod for thoughts either*
ruluntartiy introduced, or delibcrutclv indulged, He are no f

less so, in tiie last place, for those whlcn find admittance inta :

our hearts from supine ucglij^ence, from total relaxation ol

'

attention, from allowing our imagination to rove with entird

license, " like the eyes of tlie fool, toivards tlie ends of tli* ^

earth."

4 Our minds are, in this c;ise, thrown open to folly and van* '

Ity. They are prostituted to every evil thing which pleases

to take potisession. The consequences must all be charged to

our .iccuunt ; and in vain we plead excuse from human infir-

mity. Heiice it appears, that the great object at which we
are to aim in governing our thoughts, is, to take the most ef*^,

fedual measures for preventing the introduction of such as

are sinful ; and for hastening their expulsion. If they shall

have introduced tiiem^eives without consent of the will.

5 But when we descend into our breusts, and examine boif ^

far we have studied to keep this object in view, who can tell/
*' how oft he hath offended ?" In no article of religion or
morals are men more culpably remiss,than in the unrestrained
indulgence they give to faucy : and t!iat too, for the most patt^ .,.

without remorse. Sitjce the time that reason began to ex-*"

ert he.r powers, thought, during our waking iiours, has been
active iucvery breast, without a moment's tfitspcnsion or pause* .

•

6 The current of ideas has bei'ii always flowing. Thef,
wheels of the spiritual engine have circulated with -perpf-'tual^*

motion. Let me ask, what has been tiie fruit of this inc«^ssatlf^'

activity, with the greater part of mankind ? Of tht* innumera-
ble hours that have been eiiipKtycd in thought, how few ar#i^
marked with any permanent or useful ellcct ? How nrmny
have either passed aWiiy in idle dreams; or have b«*e'ri abait';

duned tO anxious dibci)iiletited inusitis^s, to unsocial and ma-.
^

lignant passions, or t»> Irregular and criminal des'rs-s ? ' -

7 Had I power to lay open tiiat^^lorehouse of iniquity ivliich

the hearts of too iriatiy conceal ; conid I draw out and read
lo thfcm a list ofali >.hii ituugitiatioiibi thi^y have devised, %tid

ail the passions Lliey havu indul^td in siuTct ; what a pic<i!re'

of mei» siiould 1 pre.siM)t to tlieinsriw»;s!'' What crimes would
liicy Mpj»ear to liavc pi'i()ilr.4i-d in soen-cy, which to tiieif^

most iiitimate coni|>.ihioa!>iii*ty (iuii^l cot reveal! *j*

G Kven when men iina^lm- liieir ttiou.^iits lo lie innoc««itly^

employed, they t.oi> coinnwnily ruiifor Lhrm lo run out into ex-
Vavaiuuit imo^itulioiiH, and cliioi<.ii<-..! plaui i:i what they

1^7 a)
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would wish to attain, or choose to he, if th«Y coiiM frnnie th
cmr.'^e of thin8;s according to their desire. Though such em
ployments of fancy come not under th^ same description Avith

those which are plainly criminal, yet wholly unhlamaliie they
seldom are. Besides the waste of time which they occasion,

and the misapplication which they indicate of those intellcc

tiial powers that were given to us for much noliler purposes,
sucli romantic speculations lead us always into the neighboiu-
hood of forbidden regions, . .;

J

+ 9 They place us on dangerous jrround. They are, for the
most part, connected witli some one had passion ; and they
alw.iys nourish a giddy and frivolous turn of thouglit. They
unfit the mind for applying with vigour to rational pursuits,

or for acquiescing in sober plans ofconduct. From tnat ideal

world in which it allows itself to dwell, it returns to the com-
merce of men, unbent and relaxed, sickly and tainted, averse
to discharging the duties, and sometimes disqualified even

. |lj»r relishing the pleasures of ordinary life, .x^i ..

%si^'.^,. SECTION VI.
' -T- .•-'-'

-^_^^

v^>;k., jQ^ ^y ^^^^ whichf^wfrom unrestrained passions.

turned as principles^: first', that through the present weakness
of the understanding', our passions are often directed towards
improper objects^ ; and next', that even when their direction

isjust\ and their objects are innocenf, they perpetually tend
to run into excess"" ; they always hurry us towards their grat-

ification', with a blind and dangerous impetuosity\ On these
two points', then', turns the whoK^ goven.irient of our pas-

er^ons^ : firsf, to ascertain the proper objects of their pursuif

;

%Mi nexi', to restrain them in that pursuif,when they would
'

irry us beyond the bounds of reaRon\

S Ifthere is imy passion which intrudes itself unseasonably
to our mind', which darkens and troubh t our judgmenf, orinto

wliich unfits us for

fies us for che.er-

y certainly con-

habitually discompos(>s our temper'

;

properly discharging the duties', or disquali

rillly enjoying the comforts of life', we ma
r.|iiue it to have gained a dangerous aacendHnt\ The great

«»f»ject which we ought to propose to ourselves', is', to ar quire

a firm and steadfast mind', which the infatuation of passion

shall not sedtice', nor its violence shake^ ; which', resting on
fixed principles', shall', in the midst of contending emotions',

vomaiii free', and master of itseir* able to listen calmly to

**S!'Wft»»»'3<.V'«
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the vuic« of conscience^ and prepared to uboy its dictates

witiiout liesilation\ .;.!.-

S To obtain^, if possilile^ such coiniiKuiti ofpassionals tmi
of tlie. highest nttainments of tiie rational nature\ Argu-
ments to show its importance', crowd upon us from eviery

({uarter\ If there be any fertile source of mischief to hiunail

life', it is', bf^yond doubt', the misrule of passion\ It is this
'

th*
niaiiy

4 All those, great scenes of public ciilaniity'^ wlilch we bo-

hold with astonisbmenr and horror', have origmated frfjm th«
source of violent passions\ These have overspifad the earth
with bloodshed\ These have pointed the assassin's dugeer',

and filled the poisoned bovvl\ These', in every age^, hare
furnished too copious materials fur the orator's pathetip dec-
lamation', and for the poet's tragical sorig\ When from pub-
lic life we descend to private conducf, though passion ope-
rates not there in so wide and destructive a sphere', wc shall

find its influence to be no less baneful''. *«:? -.,1 ;

5 1 need not mention the black and fierce pa&3!onff', such at
envy\ jealousy^ and revenge', whose effects are obviously
noxious',and whose agitations are iinmediate misery^; but take
any of the licentious and sensual kind\ Suppose it to have
unlimited scope^; trace it throughout its course', and we
shall find that gradually', as it rises', it taints the soundness^
and troubles the peace', of his mind over whom it reigns^

;

thaf, in its progress', it engages him in pui-suits which are
marked either with danger' or Avith shame"" ; thaf, in the end^
it wastes his fortune\ destroys his he:\hh\ or debases his char-
acter ; and aggravates all the miseries in which it has inv^dved
him', with the concluding pangs of bitter remorse^ Through
all the stages of this fatal course', how riany have beretiliC^
run^ ? What multitudes do we daily beiioiu pui'suIagrc'jWiUi
blind and headlong steps^ ? - »a.41iU««

v^ _ SECTION VIL
On die proper state ofour temper^ with respect to one anoiher,,

IT is evidenf , in tiie general', tliat if we consult cither pub-
lic welfare'' or private happiness', Christian charity ougntt^

regulate our dis]msitiun iii mutual intercoursc\ Lut asJtfaiii

great principle admits of several diversified appearances'^ leC

us consider some of the chief forms under which it ought, to
show itself in the usual tenoiir of iife\ ,.

6 Whaf, first', presents itself to he recommended', is a
peaceable temper' ; a disposition averse to give efleac^t', ani

'r*^->
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AiMCous of cultivating hHrmony", and aniicaltlu intcrcoui'sii

m tocietyS This supposes ^ lelJing' and condescending nvir.*

Mri\ uuwilHngness to conli'nd with others about t/iflus", and',

11 contests that are unavoidable", proper moderation ofspirir.

5 Such a temper is tlie first principle of self-enjoymenr*;

^JUtlui basis of all order" and happiness among mankind\ The
E«iijve"andcontentious\ Jie rude\and (ni:u-relsome",arethe

iHSOfsuciety\ They seem df*!:t:.j^. i to oinst the small sitai'e

vrcAmrorf, which nature has i*.;rci allotted to man\ But thej
eannotdisturb thepeace ofothers", more than they break their

9jWn\ The hurricane ra^es first in their own bosom", before it

13letXorth upon the worlu\ 1n tlle tem])e<;ts which they nuse",

lln^ a.'e always tosf , and frequently it is their lotto perishN

4 A peaceable temper must be supported by a candid one'.

4»r.i^ disposition to view the conduct of others with fairness

aod.iinpartialitY\ This stands opposed to a jealous^ and sus-

picioustemper, which iiscribes every aclion to the worst mo-
avfr^MkToA throws a black shade over evt/y ch!»racter\ Ifwe
.WiUllcl be happy in ourselves^ or in our connexions with
oth^srs", let us guard against this malignant spirit\ Let uf
ilmly that charity " which thinketh no evll^ ;" that temper
Whidi% without degenerating into credulity", will dispose us to

It )ii'

jiicious breast" , and shall walk among men as our brethren"*

net as our enemies"

.

f 5 But to be peaceable^ and to be candid", is not all that is

M^uired of a ^ood man\ He mu»t cultivate a kind', gener*
«iai% and sympathizing temper", which feels for distress^,

nrheraver it is beheid' ; which enters into the concerns of hts

'lil^nds with ardour" , and to all with whom he has inter-

coucse"| is gentle\ obliging", and humane\ (low amiable
Appears such a dis|7osition", when contrasted with a malicious^

or envious temper, whichAvraps itself up in its own narrow
interesr, looks with an evil eye on the success of others', and

,

witi} an unnatural satisfaction", feed» on their disappointments"

or miseries^! How little does he know of the true happiness

of tjfis"* who is a stranger to that intercourse of good olfic !9^

mod kind affections", which", by a pleasing charm", att:ie1ies

ttliu toone another", and circulates joy from heart" to heart'

!

• We are no* to imagine", that a benevolent temper finds

no escrcise", unless when o])portunities offer of performing
actions of high generosity^, or of extensive utility^. Theeie

jnay teJdom occur\ The condition ofthe^eater partofman
im)« W-'^^F^i^S^TAJJ'

-f:^.,;-.-v;A-.'i>i(Si*.iL..,..
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ofsoothing thuir minds^ ; of aiding their int^renf ; of promo-
ting tlieir cheerfulness^ or ensu\ Such occasions may idbrtt

to tnc SKiuHer iucideiits uf life\

7 But let us rcmomher', thut of small incidents tlie sjvtem
ofhuman li fe is chiefly compos -td\ The attentiom trhichfo*
spect th^se', when suggested by real benignity o^tempefVpra
often more material to the happiness of those around luT, uiMl
«c1i6ns whicji carry tlic appearance of greater 4ignitjT^ and

uic KTKat uruiucniuuu ui niuiiHiiHi iii cuuiiunuuic univn,*

Particularly amidst that familiar intercourse vrhich belopgi to
domestic |tle', all the virtues of temper find an ample n^|^\

8 It is very unfortunate'} that within that circle', men ti^
!often think Uiemsclves at liberty to give unrestrained vent Ip
the capnce of passion' and humour\ 'Whereaa there', onjwt
contr^r^'% more than any where else', it concerns tlieiyi id
attend to the goveriunctit of tht^ir he.arr ; to check what ii

violent in tlicir tempers', and to suften w hat is harsh in their

is known tu be what he truly is^.

9 In all our intercourse then with others', partictdaiiy i»
rlhat which is closest'and most intimate', let us caiMvite. m
peaceable^, a candid\ a ccntle', and friendly tempcr\ l^Mt
^t the.temper towhich', oy repeated injunctions, our: h^v
jwKj^ion seeks to form us\ This was tlie tamper of OAnplN
;T^ is the temper of Heaven\

SECTION VIII. 1'^^'

ExetUence oflh% holy ScrijUures.

IS it bigotry t« believe the sublime tnitlis jOI the Goipei
with full assurance of faith ? I glory in such bigotrjr. I

irould not part with it for a tliousand wirlds. I con^gnitidiilt

the man who is possessed of it : for amidst all the^vida**
tudei and calamities of the present state, that man cnjo|m an
inexhaustible fUnd of consoUtion, Of which it ia iMlNiitllM
power of fortune to deprive him. ^^ w-i '.V'^-

£ There is nota book on earth, so favourable to^all the kind,
and all the sublime afiei.tions ; or so unfriemUy to hatredaiM
Mi^utioK^ to tyranny, to injttstice, and every sort 0fmiAm%

'%^H
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k^nce, aft the (lutipeL It Itrcathus nothing tlirci!ghuut, but
mercy, IninevolencH, and peace.

':. S JPuctry is suhlline, wiieu it awakens in the mind any crfM4

and good ulTectio'n, as piety, or patriotism. This is one oTtho
noblest efTects of the art. The Psahns are remarkable, bo-

yoqd.aU other writings, for their power of inspiring devjout

amotions. But it is not in tliis respect only, that they are

tubhnie. Of the divine nature, they contain the most mt^mfi-
cent descriptions, that the soul of man can compreheiMi.
I'be hundred arid fourth Psalm, in particular, dismays the
power ami goodness of Providence, in creating and (iresenr-

mg^the world, and the vMrlims tribes ofanimals in it witii such
maje^itic brevity atid beauty, a^ it is in vain to look l<)r in any
^liumar composition. 'L: 1 ,

':'. 'i ^ .' V^'Vi'C C,^^
^f . 4 Bueh of tlie doctrines of t^ie Gospel as are leVdl to human
capacity, appear to be agreeable to the purest truth, and tlia

idundest morality. All the genius a'ld learning of the hea-
menivorld ; all tiic penetration of Pythagoras, Socrates, and
rilristotle, had never been able to produce such a system of

^moral duty, and so rational an account of Providence and of
man, as are to be found in the New Testament. Comparnd
hideed, with this, all other moral and theological wisdom "

'

Loses, discouuteuanc'd, and like folly shows. BEATTii

I? * SECTION JX.

iteJUdinns occasioned by a review ofthe tUessinara pronounetd
4 bff Christ on his disciples, in his sermon on the mounL

HAT abundant reason have we to thank God^ that thii

large and instructive discourse ofour blessed Redeem^
cr', is so particularly recorded by the sacred historian'. Let
every one that*' hath ears to hruK,'' attend to it^ : for surely
oc man ever spoke as our Lord did on this occasion^. Let

X, our minds in a posture of humble attcntior/, tliat we
^may " receive the law rrom his mouth\"

S, He opened it with blessings', repeated and most import-
ant bU!Ssings\ But on whom arc they pronounced^ '/ and
Iwhom are we taught to think the happiest ofmankind^ ? Ttie
vmeclr' and tlie humble^ ; the penitent^ and the merciful ; (he
peaceful' and the pure^; those that hunger' and thirst after

4 righteousness ; those that iabou/, but faint not under perse-
^'WUtion'' ! Lord' ! how diSerent are thy maxims from tlioaeof

the diildren of this worldM
I , d They callllie proud happy^ ; and adm.re the^y\the riich\

:c^e jiowerful', ami the victoriouB\ But let a vam world ta|co

(^jtto gaudy trifles', and dress up the foolish creatures thiit

pursue taeiB\ uay our souls share in that happui«w', whicb
4»W)

'^
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1

ttvt Son ofGod cnme to n;comm<'nd' and to procure^ ! Mny
we obtain mercy ofthe Lord^ ; m:iy we l»e ownt>d as his chil-

dren^ ; enjt'y his presence' ; and inherit hi» kingdom^ ! With
thttue enjoyments^ and these hopes', we will cheerfully wel-
come the lowest% nr the mo^t painful ciiT\inistances\

4 7.jct U8 be animated to cultivate those amiable virtues',

which are hererecommended to us^ ; this humility" and meek-
ness'* ; this penitent sense of sin^ ; this ardent desire after right-

eousness^ ; this comnassion" and purity" ; this peacefulnesS'

and fortitude of soul' ; and', in a word', this universal cood-
ness which becomes US', as Wh sustain the character of** the
iait of the earth'," and " the light of the world\"

' ft Is there not reason to lament', that we answer the clmr-
acter no betteK ? Is there not reason to exclaim with a good
man in former times', ** Blesse<l Lord' ! either these are not
thy words', or we are not Christians'" !" Oh', season oiir hearts
more effectually with thy grace" ! Pour forth that divine oil

our Father in heavenV vopdridoe.

'f^'tr'^.T'^'"' SECTION X. '^'*'-*'.^^-!'^,^^

,i ^. - ', SclutnitsofliftofUniUmory. . . :^; ?: .

OMAR, tiie son of Hassan, had passed seventy-five years
in honour and prosperity. Tne favour of three succes-

srve califs had filled his house with gold and silver ; and when-
ever he appeared, tlie benedictions of the people proclaimed
his passage. ^^-k:^

fi Terrestrial happiness is of shoi*! continuance. ThebriglU-
ness of the flame is wasting its fuel : the fragrant fl<}wer is

passing awil^ in its own odours. The vigour of Omar began
to fail ; the curls of beauty I'ell from his head ; strength (Ih-

Earted from iiis hands ; and agility from his feet. He gaire

ack to the cidif the keys of trust, and the seals of secrecf :

and sought no other pleasure for the remaijis o/life, than tJie

converse of the wise, and the gratitude ofthe |;ood.

.

8 The powers ofhismindwero yet unimpaired. Hischam-
ber was filled by visitants, eager to catch tlie dictates of ex-
penence, and officious to pay the tribute of admiration*
Caled, the son of tfie viceroy of Egypt, entered everyday
early, and retired late. He was beaxitiful and elociuent:

Omar admired his wit, and loved his docility. "Tell me,"
said Caled, " thou to whose voice nations have listened, and
whose wisdom is known to the extremities of Asia, tell me
Imw I may resemble Omar the prudent. Thr. arts b)' whick

? ^**(- «
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CHott liMt gat.iMl power and prvfterved it, arv to thee no Um
SerneoesBHiy orus^ftil ; imu»rr tci me the secret ofthy oon
net, and teach me the p!un ui on which tliy wisdom hat*

built thv fortune."

4 ** Young man,*' raid Omar, *< it Is cf little use to form
plant of life. ^Vhen I took m^ first survey of the world, iar

nty twentieth year, having cormidoruU the various conditiontt

M mankind, m the hour of solitude I miid thus to mysel^^
kmning acHinst a cedur, which spread its hranchea over my
bend, ** Seventy years are allowed to man ; 1 have yet fiAy
remaining. «

ft ** Ten ^ears 1 will allot to the attainment of knowledge,
MnI ten I will pass hi foreign countries ; I sh»ll be learmsd^
•nd therefore snail be honoured ; every city will shout at my*
arrival, and every sttident will solicit my friendship. Twen^
ty vears thus passed, will store my mind with timiges^ which
i iliall be busy, thro'igh the n^t of my life, in combining and
nMnpurinff. 1 shall revel in inexhaustible accumulations of
inCcliectual riches ; I shall find ne v pleasures lor every mo«
m«nt ; and shall never more be wearer of myself.

G ** I will not, however, deviut«; too far from the beaten track
oflife ; but will try what can he found in female delicacy. 1

will marry a wife beautiful as the Uouries, and wise as Zo-
belde : with her 1 will live twenty years within the subut'lfi

of Uagdat, in every pleasure tliut wealtli can purchase, and
{utty can invent.

7 ** I will then retire to a niral d welling , pass my days in ob-
scurity and coutemplution , and lie silen%ly dt)wn on the bed
tff death. Through mv life it shall be my settled resolution.

Chat 1 will never de|H;nu upon the smile of princes ; that 1 will

never stand expost'd to the artifices uf courts^ will never
|Mint for public honours, nor disturb my quiet with tlie afiairt

•fHate.*' Sue 1 was my scheme of life, whiclt I impressed
indetlMtrnpon my memory.

5 *'Tii« first part of my ensuing time was to be spent in
search of knowl«Hlge,and 1 know not how 1 was diverted fixnn

my design, f had no viMible impediments without, nor any
iifttoveniable passions within, i regarded knowledge astlie

highest honour, and tiic most cng^iging pU^sure ; yet 4»y
stole upon day. and month glided after month, till 1. found
that seven years of the first ten had vanished, luid left notli-

lag behind them.
^H • *• I now postnoned my purpose of travelling ; for why
itioidd I go abroaa, while so muVh remained to be leamed-at
Iwme ? f immured myj^elf for four vears, and studied the
Ihw9 of tJte empirtTc Tlia (mnc ofmy sk ill reached the judges j

.Xi-
i ^Id )
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I was fnUnd ahie to,»|)cak upon (Itnifitful qurstioni : und wif
commnnded to Btnnil at the footsttNil or (he ciiiif. 1 wiiM

heard with attention ; I was consuUcd with confldcnce ; wij
the love of praise fastened r.n my heart.**

10 **I still wished tosecdistantcountrie9:ruitened with np«
turc to the relations of travolit^rs ; and resolved some tlniA |o
Mk my dismiseion, that I might frust my soul uith novelty

:

but my presence was always nece»sar}' ; and the strciim of
Inisiness liurried mo alon^. Sometimes 1 was afraid Ictt 1

should l>e charged with ingratitude : hut 1 still prc))Oscd to
travel, and therefore would not conAne myself by marriaie.

-

1

1

** In my fiftieth year, I begiin (o suspect that the time of
travelling was past ) and thouclit it best to lay hold on the
felicity yet in my power, ana indulge myself in domestic
pleasures. But at AtHy no man easiljr finds a woman IjeaiitU

M as the Houries, and wise as Zoheide. I inquired and re^^

jectedi consulted and deliberntcd, till the sixty-second vear^
made me ashamed of wishing to marry. I had now notnin^^
left btit retirement ; and for retircmei^t I njver found a time,

till disease forced me from public employment.
It **SuGh was my scheme, and such has been its eonse*

quence. VVith an insatiable thirst for knowledge, I trilled

away the years of improvement ; witli a restless desire of see-

ing dilTerent countries, I have always resided in the same
city ; witii the highest expectation of connubial felicity, I have
lived unmarried ; and with unalterable resolutions oi'coniera^
plattve retirement, 1 am going to die within the walls of Ba§'

dat** Dw. jottXSON.
-. ?"*';

,

|.

i^-yv5»MV- SECTION XI.

TktpUasurts ofvirtuous tenribililjf.

THE good effects oftrue
happiness', admit '^^ '

effect on the happiness

^true sensibilit}'^, on general virtue^aml'^

it of no dispule\ I^'t us consider ii^"

s of him who possesses it^ and thevar'^

rious pleasures to' which it gives him access\ Ifhe is maif^'
ofrielies^or influence% it affords him the means ofirtcrcatmg
his own enjoyment^ Vy relieving the wanUVor iribrea^ng tht.

cOmfi>rts Of others\ If he commands utt tnesc advanitaffdir,

yet all the comforts * hich he sees in the possession ort^
dcservinj;:', become i;. some .sort hie', by his rejoicing inthji;

good which they enjoy\ * "'^

'& Ev«n the face of naltme^, yields a satisfaction to hhii^f

which the insensible can never Urw»\v\ The profusion 6rrao^-
nesi^, which he beholds poureo forth on the uni^'erstt'^y fUli^r

hisheart with thethought'tthatiDnumerablemMAtitudes^rc^i
hun', ar«» blcsf and haooy^ When he sees the Ubcrtln ^'-^

'!-.

^
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appearfng to proiiper\ and v'k;^ a u country flourwhinc ii^

we«lth^ and industry' ; wht^n lie Ix^holds th« npring coniMijI

forth in it> bcuuty\ anc\ reviving tiit* di^cnvcd fare of nature

-

or in autumn , biihuldH this iMih iouded witii plenty\ and tlw

year crowned with all its fruits' ; he liftM his afitMtions with

irratitudc tu the {^reat Father of ull% and r«!Joices in the geneml
irlirity' and joy\
t 9 It may indeed be objected', tliat the same sensibility litTt

o]>en the ht'an to be pierced with many wounds', from tiio

ihstresses which abound In llie vvorld^ ; exposes us to fre«'uent

Huirerin^ from the participation which it ccunmunicates of lh«
sorrows", as well as of the joys of friendKhip\ But let it \t9

rousidcre*!', that tlie tender melancholy of sym|>«thy', is ac-

companied with a sensation", which tney who feci it would
not exchan}|;e for the gratifications of the seliish\ When ttui

heart is struiii^ly moved by any of the kind affections', even
when it p«>urrt itself fortli i.i virtuims 8orro>v', a secret at-

tr:fr.tive charUi mingles with the painful emotion^; tliere is a
joy in the midst ')f gncf\

4 Ijet it be fartli.M* considered', that the griefs which sensi-

bility introi4UC(;s',are counterb-danced by pleasures which flow
from the same b(>M!ce\ Sen^bility heightens in general Um
human j)owers', and !» connected with acuteni^ss in all our
feeliii^s\ if it makes us more alive to some painful sensations',

\n relurn'jit renders the pleasing ones more vivid'and animated^
' Tile selfish man', ian^uianesin his narrow^ circle ofpleas

ores\ They are conlined to what affects his own interest*"

He is oblbed to repeat the same ti;ratilications', till they Im
come intiipuP. But the man of virtuous sensibility^, moves ir

ipen to mm ot mduiging
t«iste', ny conveying satisfaction to others^. Often it is in his

p0Wer',in one way or other', to sootli the afflicted heart', to
carry soniii consolation into the house ofwo\

6 In the scenes ofordinary life\ in the domestic^ and sodal
intercoursesofipeh'jUie cordialityofhis affections cheers'and
gladilens hiin\ £v(iry appearance^, every description of in-

nocent happiness', is enjoyed by him.^ Every native eix-

riression of kindness^ and affection among others', is Mthj
lim', even though he be not the object ofir. In a ctrtile of
IHends enjoying one another, he is as happy as the happiest\

7 In H word , he lives in a different sort or world', from that
which the selfish man inhabitsN He possessesanew sense that

eiiabclsluiiiito liehold obje(>tswhich theselfish cannot see\ At
Uic fmxM idme', his enjoyments ire not of that kind whi<:h'

'asa>

,.'^'%^V
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fwmin mcrelr on the surface of the mind'. Tliry penetrHt«

lMh«iirt\ Tiiey eAlar^ ami elevate', they refine' nnd enno •

Me {t\ To all the pleiisinc eiTi< itions uf affection', tilej u<id iiie

dignified consciousness or virtue\

t Children of men' ! men formed hy nnture to five^»n6 to

fisel^s brethren'! how long will ye continue to ei^tninice yiMir-

•elves from one another by eonipetitioiiA' nnd jeHlousiis',

when in cofdial union ye mi^lit be so nuich more bl(«V^ ? H lw
iMig will ye seek your happuieHS in m'lAsh gratiftcations alont*'

neglecting those purer^ and better sources ufjoy', which Aoi

irom the affections' and the heart^ ? « a tm

SECTION XII.

On the true honour of man,

rilHE proper honour qCman arises not from some of those
'^X splendid actions and abilitieSf which excite high admira-
tion* Courage and prowess, military renown, siti^niil victories

and conquests, may render the name of n man famtMis, with-

out rendering bis cnaracter truly honourable. To many hn»ve

men, to many heroes renowned in story, we look up wilb
wonder. Their exploits are recorded. Their prals«*s nrc

tunc. They stand, as on an eminence, al>ovc the rest of mmi-
kina. Their eminence, nevertheless, may not be of that nrn'r,

before which webow with inward esteem and rei«|)ect. Som«<:-

thing more is wanted for that puqiosc, tlian the conquering
arm, and the intrepid mind.
t The laurels of the warrior must at all times 'lw^ dyed in

blood, and bedewed with the tears of the widow and tiht or-
phan. But ifthey have been stiined hy iapiiMvand inhmnnni-
ty : if sordid avarice has marked his diameter ; or low an<l
grosbsensuality has degraded his life ; the great hero sinks into
a little man. *VL it, at a distance, or on a superficial view,we
admired, becomes mean, perhaps odious, when we examine
it more closely. It is like the Colossal statii^ whose imni«&M
siae struck the s|>ectator afar offwith astonishm'tnt ; butwhen
nearly viewed, it appears dispniportioned, unsliajMily, and
rude.

8 Olieervnttons of the same kind may be applied to all the
reputation derived from civil accomnii»hments ; from the re-
ined politics of the statesman, or tlie literary efforts of r^en-
itis and erudition. Those bestow, and within certain boiin«ls

ought to iHMtow, eminence and distinction on men. They
diMOver talents wliieh in themselves are shining ; and which
beconMi highly yaluahle, when employed In advancing the
good nf mankind. Henre, they frequently give risetojanie

"M
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Cut a distinction h to b» made bctwe«!n fumeimd true liohojur

4 The statesiiiRn, the oratnr, or the poet, in7>y be famow' I

while yet the, man himsetf is far from being honoured. tVe]

en%'y his abilities. We tvish to rival them. Hut we woidd
not choose to be classed with him who possesses them, tn

stances of this sort are too uftcn founct in every record ofan
dent or modern history.

5 From all this it follows, that in order to discern Whereman's

--m

alfe^-^""^
^.1

SKch, to rank high among that class of beingn to which he
belongs ; 'u\ a word, we must look to the mind and the soql.

6 A mind superior to fear, to sclflsh interest and corruptirip;

'

a mind governed by the principles of uniform rectitude a^idj

hitegrity; the same in prusperity and adversity; which no
bribe can seduce, nor terror oveniwe ; neither by ^tlcasure

melted into etl'eminacy, nor by distress sunk into dejection

:

surh is tlie mind which forms the distinction and eminence
of man.

7 One who, in no situation of life, is either ashamed or afraid

of discharging his duty, and acting his proper part with firm-
ness and constancy ; true to the God whom he worships, „

and true to the faith in which he professes tolH;licv.e ; full offif* l|

fection to his brethren of mankind; (kithfu! to hisfnendsgen*
'

erous tcUiis enemies, warm i\ itii compassion to the Unfoi-t,u«

nate ; self-denying to little pi i.ute interests and ptesisures, l|>ut

zealous for public interest and happiness ; magnanimous,
without being proud ; bumble, without being mca*» ; jfiiit,

witlicut being harsh ; simple in his manners, but nMtn||y in

hi« feelings; on whose word we can entirely rely ; whose
countenance never deceives us ; whose professions of kir.d-

nesshare the efTusiims of his heart : one, m fine, whom, inde-

|H*ndently ofany views of advantage, we -should <:boo$e for a

superior,.could trust in as a friend, and could love as a brothei
--tliis is the man, whom, in our hearty above all others, we
do, we mudt honour. - K laie.

SECTION xin. : ,,,v

7^e iitfluence ofdevotion on llie happiness of l\f^

\MTUATKVEli promotes and strengtiiens Virtue, what-
T T ever calms and regulates the temper, is a source ofhap-
piness. Devotion produces these effects in a remarkable de-

gree* It intoires composure of« -urit, mildness, khd behi^Ni^

;

weakens the painful, and cnoruhcs tlie pleasing emotions

:

-^



Cftap.0. Protitiaaicui Pi€C€t* 147

•nd, by these means, carries on the life of a pious mun in a
smooth and piadd f^nour.
£ Besides exerting this iiabitual influence on thcmmd, de*

fotion opens a field of enjoyments, to which tlie vicious arp*j,;

entire stningers ; enjoyments the more vahiaMe,as they pecul J
ij^rly belong to reUrement, when the world leaves us ; and*^;

to adversity, when it becomes our foe. Th^se are the two
,

seasons, for which etery wise man would most wish to pro«
Tide some hidden store of comfort.
8 For lei him be placed in the most ravounhlc sitnation

"

ivhich the human state admits, the world can neither always I

smuse him, nor always shield him from distress. There ^vill

,

be many hours of vacuity, and many of dejoction, in his life.

#

4 But for tlu>sc pensive periods, the pious man has a relief

prepared. From tlie tiresome repetition of the common van-
ities of life, or from the p.'iinful corrosion of its cares and sor*
rows, devotion transports him into a new region ; and sur<^

rotinds him there with such objects, as arfe the most fitted toj
cheer the dejection, to calm 'the tumults, and to heal tho
wounds of his heart.

a If the world has l>cen empty and delusive, it gladdens
nim with theproHpect of a higher and better order of tiling,

ahcut to arise.. If men have neen ungrateful and base, it dis-

plays Itefore him the faithfulness of that Supreme Being,
who, though every other friend fall, will never forsake him.

6 I^t usconsult our experience, and we shall find, that the
two greatest sources of inward joy, are, the exercise of love

directed toWardsa deserving object, and the exercise of hopei
terminating On some high and assured happiness. Both these
are supplied by devotion ; and therefore we have no reason
to be surprised, if, on some occasions, it fills tlie hearts ofgood
men with a satisfaction not to lie expressed.

7 The refined pleasures of a pious mind are, in many r«S!»fj

pects, superior to the coarse gratifications of sense. They.;
arc pleasures which belong to the highest |>owersand best aPn'

fections of the soul ; whereas the gratifications ofsense reside

in the lowest region of our nature. To the latter, the soul

stoops below it« native di;;nity. Tlic former, raise it above,

itself The latter, leave always a comfortless, often a morti-

fying, remembrance behind them. The former, are reviewed
with applause and delight.

,
t

8 Tlie pleasures of sense resemble a foaming torrent^i^

whkh, after a disorderly course, spe^dilyruns out, and leav«!ik:

<•• *
. - . ,1

"''"""'.Iff J
' .

.......

^ * .r
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an eiii|>t}r nnd uRl'tiaiv*^, channel. But the pU'Uiuroi ofdeTiH^
t>on resemble the equable current of a pure river, which «n
livens the fields through which it passes, iuid diiTuses vcrdur«

and fertility alone its banks.
9 To thee, O Devotion ! \v<

of otir nature, and much of the enjoy
re owe the highest improvenient
le enjo_,'ment of our lift*. Thou

art the support of our virtue, and the fostof our soulv, In thii

turbulent world. Thou composest the ihou^ts. Tliou calm«
est the pasHions. Thou exaltest the heart. Thy communica-
tions, and thine only, are imparted to the low, nulessthaato
tile iiicli ; to tin; poor, as well as to the rich.

1 In thy presence, ^vorldly distinctions cease ; and under
thy influence, worldly sorrows are forgotten. Thou art tlit

balm of tile woundeif mind. Thy sanctuary Is ever open to
the miserable ; inaccessible only to the unrighteous anil

impure. Thou bcpnnest on earth the temper of iieavcn.—
In thee, the hosts of angelb ' Messed spirits eternally re
juice. BLAttU

fe, -
.,' SECi.^..; XIV. :;: -;

The piantiary and terrttirial worids eomparalivelyconfidutd,

TO us", who dwell on its surface^ the.earth b by far the
most extensive orb that our eyes can any whore uehold^

:

It Is also clothed with verdure% distinguished by tree8% and
adorned with a variety of lieautitul decorations^ ; whereai',
to a spectator placed onone ofthe planets', it wean a uniform
aspect^ ; looks all luminous'' ; and no larger tban a spot\ To be-
ingswho dwell at still greater distances', it entirely disappears^.

S Tliat wliicii we cail alternately the uiornmg^ and the
evening sUir', (as in one part of the orbit she rides foremost in

J)ivine munificence', the sun^ , receive their light from the
distribution of hii rays', and derive their com&rt from hit
benign agency\
S The sun', which seems to perform its daiily stagesthrough

the sky', is', in this re8{>ecf, fixed', and immoveable^: it is the
great axle of heaiven', aliout which the glolte we inhabit, and
other more spacious orbs', wheel their stated cours«'8\ Tlui
mu% tliough seemingly smaller than the dial it iilunMU-

<4#}

w.v'.'^ii'^i.U ..-.',•;
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thatre6|>ienfleHt urb%woa)d measure more, than eight hundred

tk<»usiuid milejj' : a girdle formedto go round its circumferenw^,

would n?quir« a length of millions\ Were its solid coutfenta

ti> he »8tmiatJHl', the account would overwhelm our under-

9tmCd\»^,tAm\ he alrviost beyond tlie power wf language to ex

nres9\ A Hi'we startled at these reports of phi4osoj)hy' I
^

4 Ah» we ready to cry out m a transport of surpris</y

be l»roiis;1it aciiuainted witli speculation? more cnlarge<i' aud

more mllnmmg\
5 Tliia sun', with aH its attendant planets^ is but a very little

partofthe gnmd machincofthe universe'' : every stttr^,tli.ougi»

HI app«arHnoe no bigger than tlie diamond that |;litters upcm »
kidy's ring^ is really a vast globe', like the sun m size', and in

glory^ ; no less sp'icious\ no less luminous', tlian the radiant

source of day\ So tliat every stuK, is not barely a world
but the centre of a m-ignificent system^; has a retinue ot

worl^'r irradiated by its beams', and revolving round its at>

tractive iniliicnee', all which are lost to our sight in unmeiis-
nrable wilds ofether\
6 That the stai-a appear like so many diminutive^ and

scarcely distinguishable points', is owing to their inmiense antt

inconceivable aistanc«\ Immen^'and inconceivable imlefd
it isf, since a ball', shot from tlie loaded cannon', and Hying
with imabatcd rapidity', must travel', at this unpetuous rat"!

,

aIniKtst oeven hundred thousand years', befi^re Jt could reach
the nearest of these twinkling luminaries^.

7 While', beholding this vast expanm;', I learn my own eir-

treme meanne.ss', I would also discover the al\^ct It*ttlene8!> of
all terrestrial thin^s\ What is the eartlj', with all her onteni-

tatious scenes', compared with this astonishing grand ftmiio

ture of the skies^ ? What', but a dim speck', hiimiy perceiva
ble lu the map ofthe universe* ? „,^]r7-

eyetlvd can take in the whole compass oriniinre'. any mom
than agrain ofsand upon the 8ea-shore\ The bulk of whirb
they eyiiBist\ and thespace which they occupy', are soexceed-
HUy liltia Mk tomparison vf tiM whoJo', lIuU tli*ir Um woul/

'•^j

.'ifSltt^;
-Sf1""" "^
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fCHrcety Teavv n hbuik in the unsi «nsiiy of Uiiiri*

9 If then', noi our 5l<fJM' tMi'y', Int this ivhultt.flyHetn',t»f

io very diminutive', what is a kingdom', or a country*?

\Vhat are a few loiLlbuipS', or the so much admired patriiuo-

anl', how ticarity is tlii-ir size^ ! how contcmptib£tr&:r fi(iirt>!

Thi'V slirinlc into pompous notliings\ AAoltow.

SECTK)^ XV. '''- " -.-..f
^. ...

(hi Ifu poiotr o/custoHhf and Ike usf to lehieh ti may be cqpplied*

THBKG is not a common sayinr, which has a better ttirti

of sense in it, Ihun what wo oilen hu;ir in the mouths 6I
the vuli;ar, tliat '* Custom is a second nvlure." It is indeed abto
Co fortn Uie man anew ; and give him inclinations HJid caoa*
cities altogtthit difTt'rent from those he was bom with, t^^*-

9 A person n hv« xa ad(iictt;d to play or gaming,thoughhe took
but little diiliglil iii it at first, hy de^rei^ contracts so strong au
ine/mution towards it, and gives nlnisi^lfim so entirely to i^

th'it it seoins thtt only uiid uf his heioj^. Tnu love of a rctir*

cd or busy life will grow upon a man msMcnsihly, as he is con-
versant in the one or the uthur, lilHie is utterly imquafified

fi>r n*lishing tiiat lo whici) he has hwu for sometime disused.

S Nay, a man may smoke, or drink, or take snutf, till he is

unable to pass away'his tiniu withotit it ; nut to mention how
btu' d(;Iiglit in any partictihir study, art, or science, rises and
improves, in proportion to the application which we bestow
upon it. Thus, what was at first an exercise, becomes at

length an cnturUiinment. Our employments are changed in-

to diver.sioiis. Tlie mind grows fond of those actions it is

accustomed to ; and is drawn with reluctaucy from those
patlis in which it has been used to walk.
4 Ifwe attentively consider this property of human nriture.

It may instruct us in very fiiie moralities. In the first place, 1

would have no man discouraged with that kind of life, or se-

ries ofaction, in whicli the ciioice of others, or his own neces*

Bities,may have engaged him. It may perhaps be very disa-

greeable to him, at first ; but use and application wilt certainly

render it not only less painful, but pleasing and satisfactory.

i In the second place, 1 would recommend to every one,
tne adniirable precept, which Pythigoras is said to have ^\t,
to his discioles, and which that j>hilosupher Bitist have drawn
(rom Uie observation I have enlarged upon : ^ Pitch upir*

that course of life which is the mor-t excellehtt and custooi
will render it tiie most deligb' fin

"
. -ifi

(6«)
1?!*?'^;-
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6 Men, whose circuihstanets wiil pcrmU them to chooiA
their own way of life, are incjccitsable if they do not pifrlne

that which theirjudgment telis them is the most laudable;**-

The voice of reason is more to be regarded, than tlie b«^t i^
any present inclination : since, by the rule above mentioQodt
inclination will at length cuine over lo reason, though wc«&a
never force reason to comply willi inclinalion«

7 In tlie third place, this observation may teach the raoif

sensual and irreligimi<i man, to overlook those iiardsbl^s anil

dilficut ies, which are apt to discourage liim from tli« .prosa*

eution of a viituous lite. " '^^he gods," said Hesiodi, **hav«
placed, labour before viituo ; the way to her is at first rougll

and difficult, but crows more smoota and easy tbo fartbisr w«
advance in if The man who proceeds in it with steadineM
and resolution, will, in a little tune, find that ** her wajrsarie

ways of pleasantness, and that all her paths arc iHsace^** '

8 To enforce this consideration, we may further obsertCf
that the pracUce of religion will not only he attended with
that pleasure which naturally ace*: 'xipanics those acllonc W
which we are habituated, but with those BU|iernumeraryJoJ^i
of heart, that rise from the consciousness of such a pleasure {

from the saiisfactiou of acting up to tlie dictates ^ofrMSon;
a.id from the prospect of a happy immortality.

In tlie fourth place, we mu^ learn from this oh cervation

which we have made on the mitid of man, to take vtarticuJar

care, when we are once settled in a reguhir course ot life, how
we too frequently indulge ourselves in even the most mnoceiit
diversions and entertaaiments ; since the mind ma) IrisenM-

bly fall ofi" from the relish of virtuous actions, and by^^i-
grees, ejtchange that pleasure which it takes in the pertoMn-
ancc of its duty, for delights of a niUch infenor and an itt-

nrofitable nature.

,
liD ThelasCusc which! shall make of tills remiit1n^ble|MrM|

ert^ in human nature, ofbeing delighted WHh tho^ actiotiiW
which it is accustomed, is, to show how absohrtdy «eaeltttfy
it is for us to gain habits of virtue in this life, ifwe would CHJ^y
the pleasures of the next. The state of bliss ^e call heecren,

will not be capable of affecting those minds which ate not
thus mialified for it : we must, m this world, gain a relMi Avf

truth and virtue, if v-e would be able to taste that knowMtea
and perfection, which are to make us happy in the ilext Tm
stedsofthose spiritual joys and raptures> wbidi are tb Itee

up and flourish in the soul to all eternity, must be planted 1b
*t during tills its present state of probation, in shoit. heaiteo
is not to be looked upon only as the reward, but aathe nati^
daS^ctofaieKglouslire. addisoS*
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The pleasures resuUinfrfrom a proper use ofourfaeuUits,

"EfAPPY timt man', who", uncmbftrmssedby vulgar mres',

>.

j,*<ft--«''*^

Ofnenr ynxm inereiore iiimniMi ) ii«ppufr ; wno-, ns me win
•ltd understanding', nrc tlietwo Rnnobiing fucultiesoftiM^souf.
tlrinlnhiinyelf not complete', till liisunderstandingisbeautiflKl

wHH tiMt Tfthialiln furniture of knowledge', ns well as his will

cnHehed t^ith^t'Ctryvtirtue^ ; who has furnished himselfwith
alf the advantages to relish solitude', and enliven tom-ersa-
ttOn^ ; who',when 3criou<, is not sullen^ ; and when cheerful,
not indiscreetly g}\y^ ; whose ambition is', not to be adraireo

f)r a false elare of ereatness', but to be beloved for the genlla

Hid sober luafre of his "ivisdom' and coodness\
' f The greatest minister of state', has not more businew to
dolj in iw pulHic capacit3r', than he', and indeed every other
man', may find in the retired and stttl scenes of life\ Even
in Ws inivate walks', every thing that Is risible', comrinces
IHtti there is present a Be'ing invi8ible\ Aided l>y natural
pliilosophy', lie reads plain', legible trace? of the Divinity', in

everything he mftot*?" : he sees the Deity in every tree', af

wt-ii as Muses did in tU^ burning bu8h\ though not in soglar
ing a ni^nner^ : and when lie sees him', he adores him withm tribute of a grateful henrt\ seed«
^^ v^- ^ ><.;-. SECTION XVII. .

'
• - '' ^''''^'^

S-^ -*»(^-«.* »
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f^-*
Description (^candour.

TRUE candour is altogether iliflerent from that guarded'
inoffensive language', and that studied openness of be-

iMiviotn^. which we so frequently meet with amone men of

the worid\ Smiling', very often'. Is the aspect^, and smooth
•tre the words of those', who', inwardly', are the most ready
^^think eVU of otliers\ That candour which is a Christian

« vvrtue't.consists', not In fairness of speech', but in fairness of

,^^ jl It may want the blandishment of external courtesy', but

MNippKos its place with a humane and generous kiberality of

i.4|p(ntiment^. Its munners are unaffectea', and its professions

^iPWdUr. Exemnf, on one hand', from the dark jealousy of

^sirjwi^picjoiw minn', it is no leas removed', on the otheK, from
^BiJUateasy credulity which is imposed on by every speciouspre-
i^tnice^. It is perfectly consistent with extensive knowtodgt
^^ti*e world', and with due attention to our o%vn safety*.

4 , ft In thatvarious intercourse', which we are obliged tojrarrr

m vitli iitarmm of every different character', •unMdeHr
CI4 •
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to a certain degree^ is ii necessary guard'. It U only irh«o R
exceeds the iiuuiuis of prudent ciiutioi/, tlint it dt'jgenenitat -

into vioe^. Tliere is u nroper mean between iuidistinguisk«d^

credulity\ and universal jralous/*,which a sound understand*
ing discerns', and wliich tiie man of candour studies to pre-^

serve".

4 He makes allowance for the mixture ofevil^with goodV
ivhichisto be found in every human character\ He ex-
pects none to he faultless^ , and he is unwilling to lielieve Uuil/

there is any witiiout some commendable (|ualitie8\ In Um
midst of many defects', he can discover a virtue\ Under
the influence of personal resentmenf, he can be just to Ui«
merit of an enemy\

5 He never lends an open ear to those defamatory rrporti^

and dark suggestions', wnicii', iunun;^ the tribes of the censo-
rious', circulate with so much rupidity^, and meet with ••
ready acccptance\ He is not hasty to judge^ ; and he requirti^

full evidence before he will condemn\
6 As long as an actioa can be ascribed to diflerent m»».

fives', he holds it as no mark ofsagacity to impute it always to
the worst\ Where there is just ground for doubf, he kee|Mi

his j idgment undecided^ ; and', during tiie jieriod of su**
pen**/, ^ns to the most chariUible construction which an
action can bear\ W hen he must condemn', he condemiift

with regrer ; and without those aggravations wiiich the se-

verity ofothers adds to tliecrime\ He listens calmly to tlui

a])oio^y of the ofl*ender', and readily admits every cxtenuav?

ting circumstance', which etpiity can sug^t st\

7^ How much soever he may iilanic ilie principles of an^
sector party', he never confounds', under one general censure

,

all who belong to that party or sect\ He ciiurgcs them not
with such c<»nse(|uunue3 of their teni-ts', as they refuse' awl
disjivow\ From one wron^ opiniuti', lie d<»es not infer til*

subvei'sionof all sound principles' ; nor from one bad actiou'^

conch^de that all regard to conscience is overthrowfi\
a Wiien he ^M)cnolds the mute in his brother^s t^yo',** IM

remembers '* tlie beam in his own\" He commiserates hu-
man frailty , and jiMiges of others according to the principles',

by which he would think it reasonable that they shouldjudge
oi'him\ in a word', he views men^ and actions' in the ckwr
sunshine of chsuity" and good nature' ; and not in that d»fk.

and sullen shade which jealousy" and party>spirif throw ov««
ail characlers\ blaik.

'-m
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SECTION XVIII. .

Part I

CjlRDbe tmperfedum of ihnt happiness which rests soidy on

v:h'ii^^^. icorldlji pUasuns, ^ :.:* s>>h; aj. t^'^i

THE Tnnlty orhumnn pteasurcn, is a topic which might be
einbeilisned wilh thft pomp of much tlfscription. But

I'Shatt studioiiHly a^oid exj'j^geration, .ind only point out a

threefold vanity in human life, wliicii every impartial obser-

ver camiot but admit ; dinappointmenf in pursuit, dissatisfac-

tion in enjoyment, uncertainly in possession.
'

S First, disappointment in pursuit. When we look around
Uion tlie worht, we «'.vt;ry where behold a busy multitude,

intent on the prosecution of various dosij^ns, which their

wantft or desires have sugsjested. We behold tliem employ-
ing every method which inj^eruiity can devise ; some tiie pa-

tiencx) of industry, some the boldiiess of enterprise, otliera the
dexterity of stratagem, in ordiT to compass tlieir ends.

if Of this incessiint stir and activity, what is the fruit ? in

com|iarison of the crowd who have toiled in vain, how small

it'the number of the au<rcessnil ? Or rather, where is the man
wlio will declare, that in every point he has com})lete.d his

plan, and attained his utmost wish ?

4 No extent of human ahiliti^;s has been able to discover a
path'which, in any line of life, leads isnerrinp;ly to success

•*The race? is not always to the swift, nor the battle to th«

•trong, nrr riches to men of understanding." We may forif

our plans with the most profoutul sagacity, and with the mos
vigilant caution may gu.-^rd against dangers on ev«'ry side.

But some unforeseen occurrence comes across, whicii baillei

our wisdom, and lays our labours irj the dust.

5 Were such disappointments confined to tiiose who as-

pire at engrossing the higher departriients oflife, the misfor-
tune would be less. The humiliation of the mighty, and the
fall-^of ambition from its towering heigl»t, little cone<;rn the
bulk of nnuikind. These are obj^cls on which, as on distant

meteors, they gu/.e from afar, •without drawing personal in

struction fn>m events so much above them. .v:
-

G But, alas! when we descend into the regions of private

life* we find disapnointment and blasted hope e<jually preva-
lent there. Neither the moderation of ov;r vit!w«?, nor the
Jll^ceofour preteijsjt.ns enn ensure success. But "time
and chance happen to all." Asr-iioat the sh*e;\m ofevents, both
the worthy an(l the undeserviii;:!; aret>h|i;^4^d to stru;;}ile ; and
both are fre<|uent!y ovcrhonit; alii<<^ liy liu; current.

t Besides liiK.Mppoiutiuera. i;i puii^fiit, dissatisfictiun in

MUOyilieut is a fHiUicr v.iiiity, tn ^liieh the iiunian stite b

r£:t
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iiihject This isthe severest ofall mortini^ntions; aftH'InviRs
been successful in the pursuit, to bvt iMiffled in the enjoyimnt
itself! Yet this is found h) l»e an i:vil stilt more general than
the former. Some ma}' he so fortunate at to attain Whkt
they have pursued ; hut none aire r<;nuered conipleteljr']ia|^y

fcy what tJM'^y have atUiined.

8 Disappointed hope is misery ; and yet succetsAil hope'is
ortly imperfect bliss. Lfiok through ail the ranks of iiHin«

kinil. Kxamine tlie condition of those who appear moMt
prosperous ; and you will find that they are never jtist Whmt
they desire tr> he. Ifretired, they lan^iish for action ; ir bu-
qr,tl)ey complain of fatigue. Iiin middle life^ they are ttti-

patient fur distinction ; if in high stations, they sigh after finee-

dom and ease. Sometliing is still wanting to that plenitude
ofsatisfaction, Which they expected to acquire. Togf^r
with every wish that is grati/led, a new demand arises. Ohe
void opens in the heart, as another is filled. On withf!.
wishes grow ; and to the end, it is rather the expectation lif

v hat tiiey have not, than the enjoyment of what tfaey baeft^

which occupies and interests the most buccessful.

9 This dissatisfaction in t>ie midst of human pleasuj^,
springs partly from the nature of our enjoyments themselrem
and uartly^ from circumstances which corrupt them. No
woiwly enjoytiicnts arc adequate to the high desires and pow-
ers of an immortal spirit. Fancy paints them at a distanc^t

with splendid colours; hut possession unveils the fallacy. Tliii

eagemviss of passion bestows upon them, at first, a brisk and
lively relish But it is their late always to pall by familfainr

ty, and sometimes tj pass from satiety into aisjEust.

enters

Ikmight be: but before hehad longcontempt
bis state, bis possessions would seem^to lessen) immI his caret
woidd grow. -;?",.! ^-.-v'^t'^^,, --)>:;.*^- ^^-/'f'^.^^r'''^^"

1 1 Add to the unsntisfyhig nature ofour ftteas^are^^ie^it

tending circumstances which never M\ to corrupt Hl^m.
For such as they are, they are at no time postesi^uinimliHKl.
To iiuman lips it is not given to taste tbe cup of purejiiy.

When external circumstances show fairest to the wori^lhe
envied man groans in private undertils own burden. >*9otom

Te^ation disquiets, some p;«ssion corrodet him ; some^diitreaa,

either felt or fearudi gnaws like a worm, the root of hnft^i*
ty. When there is notfiing from without to disturb tfie

protfierous, a secret poison o|>erates widiin. For wlutrldlT

nanpiness ever tends to destroy itself, by cortuptingthttbairi
It lofters the loose and the Violent passions. Ifc"^
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iKniiodi natiita ; and taints the mind with false delicacy, Trhidi

makes it feel a thousand unreal evils.

If But put the case in the most favourable li^ht Lar
aside from human pleasures both disappointment in pursuit,

•nd deceitfulness in enjoyment ; suppose them to be fully at-

tainable^ and completely satistactory ; still there reniaios to

be consider«;d the vanity of uncertain possession and short

4uration. Were there m worldly tilings any fixed point of

Mcurity which we could gain, the mind would then hare
•ome Imsis on which to rest

IS But our condition is such, that every tiling WRven
and totters around us. ** Boast not tJkyself of to-morrow

;

forthou knowest not whataday may bring forth." It is much
U, during its course, thou hearest not of somewhat to disqui-

et or alarm thee. For life never proceeds long in a uniform
train. It is continually varied by unexpected events.

14 The seeds ofalteration are every wliere sown ; and the
•unshine of prosperity copamonly accelerates their growth.
It dur enioyments ire numexous,we lie more open on different

^des to he wounded. If we have possessed them long, we
have greater cause to dread an approaching change. By slow
degrees prosperity rises ; but rapid is the progress ofevil. It

requires no preparation to bring it forward.
15 The edince which it cost much time and laliour to

erect, one inauspicious event, one sudden blow, can level with
the aust Even supposing the accidents of life to leave us
untouched, human bliss must still be transitory ; for man
changes ofhimself. No course of enjoyment can delight us
long. What amused our youth, loses its charm inmaturer age.

As years advance, our powers are blunted, and our pleasura-
ble feelings decline.

1

6

The silent lapse of time is ever carrying somewhat from
us, till at length tne period comes, when all must be swept
away. The prospect of this termination of our labours and
Srsuits, is sufficient to m:'^'c our state with vanity. **Our

ys are a hand^s breadth, and our age is as nothing.''* With-
in that fittk} space is all (nir enterprise bounded. We crowd
it with toils and cares, with contention and strife. We project
great designs, entertain high hopes, and then leave our plana
unllnisheo, and sink into oblivion.

. «» 17 This much let it sulRce to havesaid concemlngthc vanity
•fthe world. That too much has not been said, must appear
to iwery one who considers how generally mankind lean
to the opposite side ; and how often, by undue attachment to
tiM present state, they both feed the most sinful passions, and
*|pN!P« themselves through with many sorroti's.'* iii.air.
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SECTION XIX.

ffhai are the real and solid enJoymenU ofhunum Ijfk*

rr must be admitted', that unmixed^ and complete hamil*
ness', is unknown on eai'tli\ No regulation ofcondulBr on

altozether prevent passions from disturbing our peace', and
misfortunes from Hounding our hRart\ But after this con-
cession is made% will it follow', that there is nc objecton earth
which deiierves our pursuit^ or that all enjoyment Itecomet

lidity to the enjoymetits of the righteous\ In the exeriie of
^ood aflections',and the testimony ofan approvincconscience^;
in the sense of peace^ and reconciliation wjtii God', through
the great Kedeemer of mankind^

|
in the firm confidence of

which', descending from a purer and more perfect re|^on than
this world', partakes not of its vanity\

3 Besides the enjoyments peculiar to relicion', there are
other pleasures of our present state', which', tnough of an in-

feriororder', must not be overlooked in the estimate of human
life\ It 19 necessary to call the attention to these', in order
to check that repining and unthankful spirif, to which man if

always too prone\
4 Some degree ofimportance triust be allowed to the com-

forts of health\ to the innocent gratifications ofsense', and to
the entertainment afforded us by all the l>eautiful scenes of
nature^ ; some to the pursuits^ and harmless amusements of
social life' j and more to the internal enU>3rment8 of thon^*^
and reflection', and to the pleasures ofarfectionate intercourse
withthosewhom we love\ These comforts are often held in

too low estimation', merely because they are ordinary' and
jommon^; although that is the circumstance which oughr. in

reason', to enhance their value\ They lie open', in some de*
gree', to all^ ; extend through every rank or life' ; and fill im
agreeably many ofthose spaces in ourtiresent existence',wfaidi
are not occupied with higher objects',orwith serious carei\
5 From this representation', it appears thaf, notwithstand-

ing the vanitj ofthe world', a considerable degree ofcomfort
is attainable m tlie present 8tate\ Let the recollection ofttib
serve to reconcile us to our condition', and to repress tile

arrogance of complaints' and murmursN—^Wl*nt art thon,''

O son of man' ! who', having sprung but yesterday cnit of

•^
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iie duff, darestto lit) tij) thy voicf^ np;niri

pQtMt^gn bis pruvirI(M)ce% btxaiiHe all tliii

Ij^^ording to thy wish' ?

Parti,
nst thy Mnkfrj and
;gM are nut oraerod

.6 What title hast thou to And fault uitli tlie Oidurof the

^iy«ne^ whose lot is •> much hcyutid uliat thy virtue^ or
iiM Js it nuthiiitf to thee to

have been introduciMl itilo this inagnificent world' : to hare
l^eoii' admrtted as a !<p<ctalur of the Diviue winuoni and
Wofks^; and to have had access to all the coniforts which
iiatuni^, with a bountiful har.d'. h:is poured forthjiround thee"?

'Jije^ lUI tlie hours forgotten which thou hast jiussed in ease',

in complacency', or joy' ?

U^i not its proffqrcd ansiHtance/. is ready l» w.»uw., ...^^ .w •
na^ipier state of existence' ? When tliou comparest thy con-
ditipo' with thy deseit', hitish and he ashanaed of thy com-
to)ahits\ Be silcnt\be gratH.ful',and adoi-e\ Receive with thank-
lulness tlic blessings which are allowed thee\ ReVere that

:*•< WIFv^'ij"*"' "< 'i-|i«|f".-vJiWi»";
SECTIOxN XX.

,
,

-
^^ > Scale of beings.

^fllHOUGM there is a gre;it deal of pleasure in cohtempla
JL tin^ the material world ; by which I mean, that tfystem'ol

bodies, into which nature lias so curiously wrought the mdti^

(ftf dead matter, with the several relations that those bodies
bjear to one another ; there is ntijl, metiiinks, something; more
wondorftil and surprising, in contem))lations on the woi'ld Of

•IfiB ; by whichi intend, all thusi>. animals with which everv phrt
.;)rpe universe is furnished. The material world is oniy the

^ Ihcllofthe universe : Uie world of life are Us Inhabitants.

^w^i Ifwe consider those parts of the material world, which lie

^^encurestto us^andar«j therefore subject to our observation,

j|^ iijaiirrieiu it is amazing to consider the infinity of aniniAir

,lKilh wulcli uiey are stocked. Eveiy part of matter is peo-

,)pji^f|; evei^ green leaf swarms with inhabitants. Ther<iis
iGi^rGcly a single humour in the body of a man, or of airy

.i(|hcr animal, in which our classes do not discover myri^ib

.^Uvihg creatures. We fino, even in the most solid bodies,

t^m marble itself, innumenible cells and cztviiies, which are
X9»Wd<!d with imperceptible inhabitants, too little for the na-
^n4 eye to discover.

V I vb the other hand, if we look into the moire biilkjrttidls

oCnasure, w« see n*;: (leas, lakes, and rivers, t^^lnilntb
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fiumberlen kinds of living creattirci. Wc find every moun-
tain and marsh, wilderness and wood, plentifully stocknd
witli birds and hcnsts; and every part of matti^r aflbrdSnc
proper necessaries and conveniences, for the livelihood <h
the multitudes which inlnihit it.

4 The author of" the Plurality of Worlds," draws « very
good argument from this considc-ration, fur the peopling of
every planet ; as indeed if seems very probalile, from the
inalo};y of reason, that if no part of matter, with which we
ire r^c({uainted, lie*? waste and usetoas, those great bodies,
irh'i^ii are at such a distance from tis, are not desert and un-
peopled; but rather, that they are furmshcd with buingii

adapted to thtir respective situations.

Ixisten. i is a H'essivi;; to those beings only which are
endowed with pcrci tion ; and is in a manner tnrown away .

upon dead matter • <y further than as it is subsenient to b<>
ings which are coriisctous of iieir existence. Accordingly we
find, from ;,ii: bodies wh« ;. lie under our observation, thai

matter is o ily .^nade as the basis and support of animals ; and
that there is no more of tlie one tltar^ what is necessary for*

the existence of the other.

6 Infinite Goodness is ofso communicative a nnture, that it

seems to delij^ht in confi.'rring existence upon every degree o»

perceptive being. As this is a specuhition, which I have of-

ten pursued with great pleaHure to myself, I sh«l' enlarge far- •

ther upon it, by considiM'ing that part of tlie scale of b(*ing8,

which comes within our Itnowled^^e. * ^^' '*T*rs.i • ^
*

7 There are some living creatiu-es, which are raisetl but just'
above d<?ad matter. To mention only that specri's of sh«'ll-'

fish, wiiichis formed in the fashion of a cone ; tljat grows to
•|t': surface of several rocks; and immediately dies, on ln-iug

,

severed from the place where it grew. There are many other
creatures but one remove from these, which have no other ^„,,^,„«««»>^^^,

sense than that of feeling and Itthtf. Others have still ai^'

additional one of hearinir ; othei-s of smell' and others of
sight.

'n »

8 It is wond(!rfuI to observe, by what a ipp'adiial progress the,

world of life advances, lhrou;j;h a prodigioiw variety of sjie*.

eifts, before a cr(%Mtnro is formi'd, that is com)>li'te in all iti

senses : and even amtin;; t!i«'S«'. (h^'5v is such a dilTerent de-,*;

animal enjoys l>c

the seiiHc in diller

nnon denonina
ti«»n, it seems almost «»^>* tlilftTi'tti t);>riir4«.

« If, after this. a«'l'»«»l< 'nt.» th*' -ieverd inwHrrt perleeti'»ni

<Ur.unninu and s;»g<«citv, or wlial w»* g.'n«*n*!ly cijl mHtiiw^

gree of perfeetio!), in the s»'nse wlijrli ow.' ani

ynnd what iippears in tuiof.'ii".', th;iUiHii.iy:!i thi

ent animals is dlslin;;Mis!{< d *'v f\M- Q:.m»- rom

rfi-.l 1.4. '-„; -..^.^^^f '
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Wtfftnd tlittin rising, uftur tiin same inaancr, ini|>erc(!)>tibly oiio^

al)ov« uiiotlier ; and reeuivin;; adililional improvements, ac-

jurding tc tlie species in >\'iiicli they arc implanted. Tius
pnif^ress in nature is so very gradual, tliut tlie most iMfrfectur

an inferior species, comes vtu'y near to tiie most imperfect uf
tliat which isimmediutely abi>ve it.

10 Tiie exuberant and overflowing soodness oftlm Su-
preme Being, whose mercy extends to ail his works, is plainly

•ceu, as 1 liave before hinted, in liis havinj; made so very Utile

matter, nt Iciist wJiat falls within our knowledge, that does not
swarm with life. Nor is his goodness less seen hi the diver«

sity, than in the multitude of living creatures. Had he
made but one species of animals, none of tlie rest would have
enjoyed the happiness of existence : he has, therefore, «/>ea-

iUdf in his creation, every d»>gree of life, every capacity ol

11 The whole chasm of nature, from a ))1ant to a man, is

filled up with divers kinds of creatures, risini^ one afteran-

other, by an ascent so gentle and easy, that tiie httie transitions

mnd deviiitions from one species to another, are almost insen-

ttbkn This intermediate space is so well husbanded and man*
aged, that tliere is scarcely a decree of iierception, which does
nut appear in some one part of the world of life. Is the good-
.ncss.or the wisilom of tlie Divine Being, more manifested in

Uus ais proceeding ?

IS There is a cotise<|ueiice, besides those I have already
mentioned, which seems very naturally deducible from tlie

fon^Koing considerations, it the scale of being rises by so
regular a progress, so high as man, we may, by parity of reii«

son, suppose, that it still proceeds gradually tlirough those
l>eings which are of a superior nature to him ; since there is

infinitely greater space and room for different degrees of per«

focUon, between tlie Supreme Being and man, than between
man and the most despicable insect.

^ IS In this gre<it system of being, there is no creature so
wonderful in its nature, and which so much deserves our par-
ticular attention, as man ; who fills up the middle i^pace be-
tween the animal and the inteUectual nature, the visible and
tlie uivisible world ; and who la that link in the chain of lie-

ing, which forms the connexion between butli. So that he
who, in one respect, is associated wHii angels and archangels,
aimI may look upon a bein;^ of infhiite perfection as his liither,

and the highest order of spirits as his breUiren,may, in another
respect, say to ** corruption, thou art my father, and to tiis

«portB.tllouartmy motlier and my sv^ter.** ADDisoa

^•rK. -'/.. .. " . ^^; ,'.*
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K^:7 - ' SECTION XX!.
* Tnist in the care ofProvxdenu recommended*

MAN, considcn^^d 'in himself, is a very helpless, and n rcry
^vretchcd bcin^. He is siiiijcct every inonn^nt te th%

gntatest cahmities awi misfortunes. He is beset with dan-
glers on all sides ; and may become unhappy by numlierlen
cHStialtics, which he could not foresee, nor iwveprevented bad
*ie foreseen them.
S It is our comfort, "while we are obnoxiotM to so many acN*

ddents, that > 'e are under the care of owe who directs con*
flngencies, and has in his hands the management of vnuj-
thing that is capable of annoying or offending us ; who knows
the assistance we st:md in need of, and isalway* ready to bo*
itow it on those who ask it of him. -'^

S Tlie natural homage, which such a creature owes to so
infinitely wise and good a Being, is a firm reliance on him for
the blessings and conveniences of life ; and an habitiial trust

in him, for deliverance out of all such dangers and difficidtiea

as nwv befal us.

4 The man who always lives :n this disposition ofmind, has
not the same dark ana melanclioly views of human natwNe«
as he who considers himself abstractedly from this relation to
the Supreme Being. At the same time that he reflects upon
his own weakness and imperfection, he comforts himself^ith
the contemplation of tiiose divine attributes, which are em-
ployed for his safetv, and his ^xtelfare. He finds his want of
foresight made up, hy the omniscience of him who b his sup

Eort He is not sensible of his own want of strength, wh«o
e knows that his helper is almighty.
5 In short, the nerson who hasa nrm tnist in the Supremo

Being, is powerfal in his power, wise by his wisdom, nan|i^
by his haupincss. He reaf« the benefit of every divine attrf

butc ; anu loses his own insufficiency in the fulness of inftnijto

perfection. To make our lives more easy to us, we areeoth-
manded to put our trust in him, who is thus able to reliero

and succour us ; the Divine Goodness having made such a
reliitnee a duty, notwithstanding we. should have been misera-
bte, had it been forbidden us.

t Amon^ several motives, which might he made use ofto
rccommena this duty to us, I shall only take notice of tbcMe
thnt follow. The first and strongest is, that we are promised,
he will not fail those who put their trust in him. But withoot
considering the supernatural blessing, which accompaiUos
this duty, we may observe, that it has a natural tendency to
Its own rirward \ or in other words* that this Arm trust and

OS < IV 4 >
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•onffdeiice in the great disposer of all things, contribute very
mucli to the getting clear of any affliction, or to the bearing of
It manfully.

.^,9 A person who believes he has his succour at hand, and
tiut he acts in the sight of his friend, often exerts himself he*
T4Uidhisahilitit*<<; and dues wonders, that are not to beinatched
mr one who is not ahunuted with such a confidence of success.

Trjst in the assistiince of an Ahnighty Being, naturally j^o*
duces patience, hope, cheerfulness, and all other dispositions

Qf inind, which alleviate those calamities that we are not ablts

to^removc.
8 The practice of this virtue administers great comfort to

lb« mind of man. in timos of poverty and atfliction ; but
niost of all, in the hour of death. When the soul is hovering
in the lastmoments of its separation ; when it is just entering
on ancither state of existence, to converse witli scenes, and
cibjet^, and companions, that are altogether ::ew ; what cttn

SUppc>rt her under such tremblings of thought, such fear, such
anxiet}', such apprehensions, but the casting of all her cares
uuon uiM, who iu'st gave her b<^ing ; who has conducted her
through one stage ot it ; and w ho will be always present, tc

Huide and comfort her in her progress through eternity ?

DDisoif. ':

sECTiOiN xxn.
Pidif and gratitude enliven prosptrtly, '

/

PIETv. and gratitude to God, contribute, in a high degn.e,

to enliven prosperity. Gratitude is a pleasing emotion.
The sense of being distinguished by the. Hindness of another,

gladdens tlie heart, warms it with reciprocal affection, and
gives to any possession which is at^reeable in itself, a doublts

riflish, from its being the gift of a friend. Favours conferred
by men. lacKnowieagc, may prove burdensome. For human
Ititiii^ 18 never perfect ; and sometimes unreasonable expect-
ations bn the one side, sometimes a mortifying sense of de>

pendence on the other, corrode in secret the pleasures of ben-
eilts, and convert the obligations of friendship into grounds of
jealousy.

'"^
-

-
..

,
;;,,,«^,,^.

^^
.. .,„*...

£ But nothing of this kind can affect the intercourse of
gratitude with Heaven. Its favours are wholly disinterested .

and with a gratitude the most cordial and unsuspicious, a gotitt

flian looks up to that Almi";hty Benefactor, who aims at lio

tn^ but the happiness of those whom he blesses, and whc
desires no return from them, but a devout and tliankful heart
Wmle vthcrs can trace their prosperity to no iiigher sourca
than a concurrwice of worldly causes ; and« often, Hi

•^ /
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mean or tnAlng incidents, which occasionally fovoured theft,

designs prith wliat superior satisfaction does the •crvant of
GocTre^narlc tiio hand of tliat gracious Power wJiic^ h«tb
raised Urn up ; which liath happily conducted hiin tbroiup
the various steps of life, and crowned him with Uie ir^t Ale

rourable diiitinction beyond his equiila ? , j,,, f»iw,^*M. •,,. -
.i,

3 Let us farther consider, that not only gratitude wr iStm

ptist, but a cheering sense of divine favour at the present, en-
ters hnto the piouM emotion. They are only the virtuous, wlui
01 their orospcrous days hear this voice addressed to them,
** €K> t\iy wajT, cat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine
with a cheeriul heart ; for God now acceptetli thy works/*
He who is the author of their prosperity, gives them a title to
enjoy, with complacency, liis own gift.

4 While bad men snatch tlie pleasures of the worid 9» bi
stealth, without countenance from the great Proprietor or

the worid, the righteous sit openly down to the feaot of lijfo

under the smile ofapprovins^ neaven. No guilty fears damp
theirjoys. The blessing ofiiod rests upon all that they posr
sessfhis protection surrounds them; and hence, " in tlif

habitations of the righteous. i fi und the voice of rejoidnjg

and salvation." A lustre unknown to others, invests, in their

light, the whole face of nature. . ,

5 Their piety rcliects a sunshine from heaven upon the
{trospcrity of the world ; unites in one point ofview, ttiesmi-
ing aspect, both of the powers above, and of the objects be-
low. Not only have they as full a relish as others, for the iii-

noceiit pleasures of life, but, moreover, in these they hold
communion with their divine Benefactor. In all that is good
or fair, they trace his hand. From the beauties of ni^ure.

from the improvements of art, from the enjoyments of social

life, they raise their aflection to the source of all the happinesa
which surrounds them ; and thus widen the sphere of their

pleasuresj by adding intellectual, and spiritual, to earthlyjoj^
6 For illustration of what I have said on this headi^ remark

tliat cheerful enjoyment of a prosperous state, which king
David had when he wrote the twenty-third psalm ; and com-
pare the highest pleasures of the riotous sinner, with the hap*

pyand saliatled spirit which breathes tlu-oughout tliatpsaluLr—
In the midst of the splendour of royalty, with what amiable
simplicity of gratitude does he look up to the Liord as ** bis

Shepherd ;'* happier in ascribing all his suocesa to Divine %-,
rour, than to the policy of his councils, or to the foree of nil

arms !

7 How many instances of divine goodness arose befiwe
Urn in pleasing remembrance, when with such relish^ m

m

»«-,.:«^^*„
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•peaks of the " green pastures and Btill waters, lieside which
Ubdhad led him ; ofhis cup which he had made tooTerfltiw^

andoftlie tablewhich he had prepared for him in the prcjM;ncr

^biH enemies !** With what perfect tranuuilUty docs he looW
forivard to the time of his passing through "• the valley of Ihfr

^ado^r of death ;*'unappalled by that spectre, whose niosi

distant appearance l)1asts the prosperity of sinners ! He fears

no evil, as long as " the rod and the staff" ofhis Di\ine Shep-
lierd are with him ; and, through all the unknown periods ol

thisaiid of future existence* commits himself to his guidance
with secure and triumphant hoi>e :

** Surely goodness and
inercy will foHow me all the days of my life ; and I shall

dwellin the house ofthe I^rd for ever."

8 What a piiriHed, sentimental enjoyment of prosperity it

here exhibited ! How different from that gross relish oT world'
ly pleasures, which bclon;^ to those who behold only the ter-

restrial side of things ; wiio raise their new t to no higher ob*
•eqts than the succession of human contingencies, and thr
weak efforts ofhuman ability ; who have no protector or pat-
ron in the heavens, to enliven their prosperity, or to warm
ttieir hearts with gratitude and trust

!

bx.aie.

fS' SECTION xxin. "^^

Virtuef tolim dctply rooted^ is nol uuhjed to the ii\fiuenei ^
Jfortune,

THE city of Sidon having surrendered to Alexander, h«
ordered Hephestion to bestow the cn»wn on him whom

tne Sidonians should think most worthy of that honour.
Hephestion being at that time resident with two yoiuig men
of distinction, ofii^red them the kingdom ; but thev refused

it, telling him that it was contrary to the laws of their couo
try, to admit any one to that honour, who was not of thci

royal family.

,, * He then, having expressed his admiration of their disin-

iterested spirit, desired tliem to name one of the royal race,

firho might i-emember that he had received the crown through
their.hands. Overlooking many, who would have been am-
Intious of this high honour, they made choice of AMolony-
irius, whose sing^ilar merit had rendered him conspicuous,
even in the vale of obscurity. Though remotely related to

the royal family, a series of misfortunes had reduced him to
^ the necessity of cultivating a garden, for a small stipend, iu

thesuburiisofthecity. ..,jr'"

S While Abdolonymus was busily employed in weeding
his garden, the two friends of Hephestion, l>earing In their

^-Oms the MMigqs ^froyalty, approached him,and sakitied blifk
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tins. Tliey informed liiin that AlexataUtr had appointed him
to that office ; and ret^iiirtsd him iinmediiiteiy to exchange tiit

^
ruitie garb, and utenbUs of hnsbandry, for tlie r«*|;»d robe and

^

iceptre. At tiie same time, they admonished him, when lie i

should l>e seitted on the tlirone, and have a nation in lii^ ^
Ctwer, not to forget the hwuble condition from 'Ahicli he iiad

,

sen raised.

4 All this, at the first, appeared to Abdolonymusai an illu- _\

•ion of tlie fancy, or an insult otfered to his povert)r. He
re<|ue8ted them not to trouble him farther with their imper- ^

tiuent jests: and to find some other way of amusing them-
selves, which might leave liim in tlie peaceable enjoyment of

^
hb obscure habitation.—At lengtli, however, tliey convinced

,

hitii) that they were serio is in their proposal ; and prevailed '^

upon him to accept tlie regal olTice, and accompany them to
the palace.

^ ;No sooner was he in possession of the government, than '^

pride and envy created him enemies ; who whispered tlieir ^

murmurs in every place, till at last they reached tlie ear of
Alexander. He commanded the new-elected pnnce to be
lent for ; and enquired of him, wiUi what temper of mind he
had borne his poverty. " Would to Heaven,**^ replied Abdo^
lonymusj "that 1 may be able to bear my crown with equal
moderation : for when I possessed little, I wanted notliing t

,

these hands supplied me witli whatever 1 desired.** From

.

this answer, Alexander formed so high an idea of his viladonit

tliat he confirmed the choice which had been made ; and an«
nexed a neighbouring province to the government of Sidon.

qUlNTUS CUKTIUa. /

SECTION XXIV.
Tlie ^etch of Fabricius, h Roman anihassadoTf to king
PyrrkuSt who aitempledAo bribe him to his inUrtstSf by thi

offer ofa great sum ofmoney, .„^

'MT'rfH regard to my poverty, tlie king has, indeed, bcei
? T justly infornied. My whole esUttc consists in a house
of but mean appearance, and a little spot of ground ; fitmi

which, by my own labour, I draw my support But if, by
any means, thou hast been persuaded to think tliat this pov-
erty renders me of less consetfuence in my own country, or in

any degree unhappy, thou art greatly deceived.
2 1 have no reason to complain of tortune : siie supplies m« '

with all that nature requires ; and if I am without superfiuitiesi

I ail also free from the desire of them. With these, 1 con-
fess I iliould b« inore able to succour the necessitous, the onlV
tdventage for which tlie wealthy are to be envied ; but smaU
is Sny poweieions are, I can still contribute 8om<thtM«

\>>,

'..#
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Co thci &uppo!l of the statA, and tiie aBsiBtaii. e of my ftnends.

ssl V^Wit. rr^spec t to honoum, my c<3untry places me, poor as

^ I nsifii, vijon fi Ic'vyl with the richest: for Rome knows no
quaiihcationj for g • »at cmi>!oymcnts, but virtue and ability.

Fill? a|vf oiiil ' me •a"' jflSciato in the most august ceremoniH o.

religion :s!ic intrusis me witii the command of her armies;
sh»i confides to my care the most imporljmt negociations.

ft\y poverty does not lessen the weight and influence of my
coKnf^els in the senate.

4 The Rom.in { nople honour me for that very poverty,
wli/ch king Pyrrhus considiM-s as a disgrace. They know th«
la^ny op rtunlties I havehnd to enrich myself, without cen-
sure 5 they are c«>nviticed of my disinterested zeal for their

prosperity: and if I have any thing to comnhun of, in the
return they make me, it is only the excess or tiieir applausik
What value, thtn, can I put upon thy cold and silver? W.hat
kinjccan add iiny thing to my fortune? Always attentive to

disdiaree the duties incumbent upon me, 1 have a mind fre«

froiii self-riiproach ; and 1 have an honest fame. "* ***« ^f^r,

:i ;,/:„',:.-::. SECTION XXV. .:,:,::SI
ffiN **•>*- diaracter ofJames I. king ofJ^ngland. : m4 Utn^.

NO pnnce, so little enterprising and so inotfensive, was
ever so much exposed to the opposite extremes of cal-

umny and flattery, ofsatire and panegyric. And the factions

which began in his time, being still continued^ have mtide
his character be as much disputed to this day, as is commonly
that of princes who are our contemporaries.

5 Many virtues, however, it must be owned, he was pos-
seted of; but not one ofthem pure, or free from the conta-
gion of the neighbouring vices. His generosity bordered on
lirofusionf his leartiin;^ on p<.>dantry, his pacific disposition oti

puiillanimity, his wisaoin on cunnmg, his friendship on light

^^-^^laijicy and boyish fondness.

8 While he imagined that he was only maintaining his

own authority, he may perhaps l»n suspected in some of his

actions, and still more ol his pretensions, to have encroached
on the liberties of his people. While he endeavoured, by an
exact neutrality, to acquire the good-will ofall his neighbours,
he was able to preserve fully the esteem and regard of none.
His capacity was considfiraulc, but fitt«r to diseo'irse on gen-
eral maxims, than to conduct any intricate business.

4 His iii.ontions were just, but more adapted to the con
duct of private li.'e, than to tiie government of kingdoms.
Awkward in his person, and ungainly in his mannei's, he was
i4 fluafifted to c««*^iniand res)>ei;t : partial and undisccircun^ in.

> ti -1 ^^ t ^
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bis ftiec^ons, Im was little fitted tu acquire general love. Of
• feeble temper, more than of^u frugial judgment; exposed to
our ridicule from his vanity, hut exempt nom our hatred by
his freedom from pride anJ arrogance.

5 And, uponjthe whole, it may he pronounced of liis char-

prejudice, which prevails against his personal bravery tan
inference, however, which must be owned, from general ex>
perience, to be extremely fallacious. iiuiix.

.1.rH: yn<;^ V' t'U '. SECTION \XVh .^;i^ri#

Charles V. emptror ofGermanVf resigns his dominions, and
retiresJrom the tcond.

THIS great emperor, in tlie plenitude of his power, and in

possession of all the honours which c«m flatter the heart
of man, took the extraordinary resolution, to resign his king-
doms ; and to withdraw entirefy from any concern in business

or tlie a£(airs of thia world, in order that he miglit spend tlie

remainder of his days in retirement and solitude.

i Though it re({uires neither deep reflection, nor extraor-

dinary discernment, to discover that the state ofroytiltyis

not exempt from cares and disajipointments ; though most of
those who are exalted to .. throne, And solicitude, and satiety.

and disgust, to lie their perpetual attendants, in that envied
pre-eminence

; yet, tu descend voluntarily from the supnsihe
to a subordinate station, and to relinquish the possession oi

power in order to attain the enjoyment of happiness, seems to

bean effort too great for the Human mind.
8 Several instances, indeed, occur in history, of monarchs

who have oiiitted a tlu'one, and have ended tneir days in re>

tirement But they were either weak princes,who took thii

resohition rashly, and repented of it as soon as it was taken

:

or unfortunate princes, from whose hands some strong rival

had wrested Uieir sceptre, and compelled them to descend
withreluctance into a private station.

4 Dio<'lesian is, perhaps^the only prince capable of hobliog
the reigns ofgovernmenVwho ever resigned them from delib-

smte cuoice ; and who continued, during many years, to enjoy
the tranquillity of retirement, witliout fctchmg one penitent

ligh, or casting hack one look of desire, towards the power or^
UgniUr which lie had abandoned. ^^^^ ^
5 No wonder, then^ that Charles's resignation should ffll

All Europe with astonishment ; and give riser both among lui

contemporaiies. and among the historians of that periodi to
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irmoiii conicctures concerning the mntives which determintd
prince, Whose ruline passion had been uniformly the love of

power, at theageorAfty-six,whnn objectsofarahilion operate
with full force on the mind^ and are niirsiied with the greatest

ardour, to take a resolution so singular and unex|)cctcd.

• The emperor, in pursuance of his determination, hnrinft

msstsmbled the states ofthe l^ow Countries ; . Brussels, seatea

himself, for the last time, in the ch;iir of state : on one side of
which was placed his son, and on the other, his sistei the
€|ueen of Hungary, rogcnt ofthe Metherlands, with a splendid

retinue of the grandees of Spain and princes of the empire
standing liehind him.

7 The president of the council of Flanders, hj his com-
mand, explained, in a few words, his intention in calling this

extraordinary ineetiiig ofthe states. He then read the instru-

ment of resignation, by which Charles surrendered to his son
Philip all his territories, jurisdiction, and authority in the Low
<J|ountries ; absolving his subjects there from their oath of
allegiance to him, which he ref(uired them to transfer to Phil-

ip fih lawful heir ; and to serve him with the same loyalty

and xeal that th(>y had mtinifestcd, during so long a course of
years, in support of his government

9 Charles then rose from his scat, and leaning on the shoul-
der of the priuce of Orange, because he was unable to stand
without support, he addressed himself to the audience j and,
fn>m a paper which he held in his hand, in order to assist Ms
memory, lie recounted, with dignity, but witlioiit ostentation,
nil the great things which he hara undertaken and performed)
since the commencement of hisadministnition.

9 He observed, that from tiie seventeenth year of his age,
he hftd dedicated all his thoughts and attention to public oo-
jects, reserving no portion ofhis tinrm for the indulgence of his

' ease, and very little for the enjoyment of private pleasure

;

"^^^Ihat either in a pacific or hostile manner, he had visited Ger-
• many nine times, S))ain six times, France four times, Italy

^aevt^n times, theljow Countries ten times, England twice, Af-
rica as often, and had made eleven voyages by sea ; that white
his health permitted him to dischai^e his duty, and the vigour

^Of htt constitution was equal, in any degree, to the arduous of
#ce ofgoverning dominions so extensive, he had never sbun«
^ned labour, nor repincKl under fatigue ; that now, wlien his

j^nealth was broken, and his vigour exhausted by the rage of
an incurable distemper, his (Rowing infirmities admonrahed
>']him to retire ; nor was he so fond oireigniin^ as to retain the
teeptra in an impotent hand, which was no longer able ti»

f

m
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protect his subjects, or to render them happy ; that inst<'ad

3fa sovereign worn out with diseases, and scarcely halfalive,

he gave tliem one in the prime of life, accustomed already to
govern, and who added to tlie vigour of ^outh, all the atten*

tionand sagacity of maturer years; "that if during the coin^e
of a long adminitttruuon, he liad C4»mmittcd any material er-

ror in government, or if, under the pressure of so mnnv and
great afiahdj and amidst the attention which hehaubeen
obliged to give to them, he had cither nei^lected or injured
any of his subjects, he now implored (heir forgiveness ; that,

for his part, he should ever retain a grateful sense of their

fidelity and attachment, and would carry ttie remembrance oi

italong with him to the ])lace of liis retreat, as his sweetest con*
olation, as well as the best reward for all his services ; and
in his last prayers to Almighty God, would pour forth his ar-

dent wishes for their welfare.

10 Then turning towards Philip, who fell on his kness and
kissed his fathcr-s hand, *^ if," says he, <* 1 had left you, by my
death, tliis rich inheritance, to which I have made such lar^re

additions, some regard would have been justly due to my
memory on that account ; but now, when I vuluuturily rcsi{;n

to you w^iat I mi{^ht have still retained,! may well expect the
warmest txoressions of thanks on your part. With these,

however, I dispense; and shall consider your concern for the
welfare of your subjects, and your love of them, as the best

and most acceptable testimony of your gratitude^ to me. It

is in your power, by a wise and virtuous admmistrution, to

justify the extraordinary nroof which I give thfs day of my
paternal affection, and to aemonstrate tliat you are worthy o.

the confidence which I repose in you. Preserve an inviolji-

ble regard for religion ; maintain the Catholic faith in its pup
rity ; let the laws of ^our country be sacred in your eyes ;

encroach not on the rights and privileges of your people ; and
if the time shall ever come, when you shy.ll wish to enjoy \k€'

tranquillity of private life, may you have a son endowedw jtli

such quahties, tbnt you can resign ^^our sceptre to him, with
as much satisfaction :is I give up mine to you.**

11 As soon as Charles had finished this long address to his

•ubjerts, and to their new sovereign, he sunk into the chair,

exhausted and ready to faint with tlie fatigue of so extraordi-

nanr an effort. During his discourse, tiie whole audience

melted into tears ; some from admiration of his magnanimity

;

•tilers softened by the expressions of tenderness towards his

son, and of love to his people ; and all were affected with
the decipett sorrow, at losmg a sovereign, who Uad dis-

f (as*)
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CingoMied tho Notliorlandfl, hisriativo country, wifli paiticir*

lar marks of his regiird and attachment
SKCTION XXVIl.

The same subject contin%ud.

A FEW weeks after the nsicnation of the Netheriandf,
Charles, in an assembly no loss splendid, and with a cer-

emonial C({ually ))o)n|)nns, rcsii^ncd to his son the crowns of

Spain, with airtlu? torritoriea dcprnding on them, both in th«i

old and in.the new uurld. Of all these vast possessions, he
reserved nothing for himself, hut an annual pension of a hun-
dred thousand crowns, to defray the charges ofhis family, and
to afford him a small sum for acts of beneficence and charity.

a Nothing now remained to detain him from that retreat

for which he languished. Eivery thing having been prepared
some time for his voyage, he set out for Zuitburgh in ^Zealand,

where the fleet had orders to rendezvous. In his way thith-

er, he passed through Giient: and after stopping there a few
days, to indulge that tender and pleasing melancholy, wliich

anses in the mind of every man in the decline of life, on visit-

ing the place of his nativity, and viewing tlie ticeiies and ob-
jects familiar to him in his eariv youth, Tie pursued his jour-

ney, accompanied by fcis son rhilip, his daughter the arch-
duchess, his sisters the dowager queens of France and Hun-
§ary, Maximilian his son-in-law, and a numerous retinue of

le Flemish nobility. Before he went on board, he dismis-
sed them, with marks of his attention and regard ; and taking
leave of Philip with all the tenderness of a father who embra-
ced his son for the last time, he set sail under convoy of a
large fleet of Spanish, Flemish, and English ships

3 His voyage was prosperous and agreeable; and he Ar-

rived at Laredo in Biscay, on the eleventh day after he left

Zealand. As soon as he landed, he fell prostrate on the
ground ; and considering himself now as dead to the world,
IN}. kissed the earth, and said, "Naked came lout of my
mother's womb, and naked I now return to thee, thou com-
mon mother of mankind." From Laredc he proceeded to
Valladolid. There he took a last and tender k^avc ofhis two
sisters ; whom he would not permit to accompany him to hii

solitude, though they entreated it with tears : not only that
they might have the consolation of contributing, by their at-

tendance and* care, to mitigate or to sootli his suflenngs, but
that they might reap instruction and benefit^ by joining with
him in those pious exercises, to which he had consecrated tbe
remamder ofhis days.
4 From Valladoiid, be continued his journey to Plasencia

k) fistjremadiira. JUc had oassed through that city a srcat

r.i«^K.<c V*-
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mnny years bvfure : and having been struck at tliat time nith
die aeuglitful situation oftiie monastery of St Jastus, belon;;-

ini; to tne order of St. Jerome, not many milns distant from
tliat place, he had then observca to some of\m attendants, tliat

this was a spot to which Dioclesian mii;ht have retired with
pleasure. The impression iiad remained so strong on hi*

mind, that he pitched upon it as the place of his retn^at.

5 ft was seated in a vale of no ^reat extent, watered by »

•mall brook, and surrounded by rising grounds, covered willi

lofty trees. From the nature of the soil, as well as thv tem-
perature oftiie climate^ it was esteemed tiie mSai healthful

and delicious situation in Spain.
6 Some months before liis resignation, he h:Hl scntan nrrlii-

Ccct thither, to add a new apartment to the monastery, for \i'n

accommodation ; but he gave strict orders that the style ol' t h i-

building should be such as suited his present station, n'.thrr

than his former dignity. Itconsisted onlv of six rooms, Amm
of them in the form of friars' cells, wita naked walls ;ti><i!

other two, each twenty feet S(|uare, were hung witli bro'.\ n

cloth, and furnished in the most simple manner. They wcrf
all on a level with the groimd ; with a door on one side into ;t

garden, of which Charles himself had given the plan, and h;(l

ftUed it with various plants, which he |)ro)H>8ed to cultivate

with his own hands. On the other side, they communicati d

with tlie chapel ofthe monastery, in which he was to perform
his devotions.

7 Into this humble retreat, hardly suifirient for the comfort -

able accommodation of a orivate gentleman, did Charier
enter, with twelve domestics only, lie buried there, in soli

tude and silence, his grandeur, his ambition, together with II

to his power.
^ 8 In this retirement, Charles formed such a plan of life U*f

himself, as would have suited the condition of a private pri-

son of a moderate fortune. His table was neat but )Tkiin ; I is

domestics few; his intercourse with tliem familiar ; ail (!;•:

cumbersome and ceremonious forms of attendance on his

person were entirely abolished, as destructive of that soci.

)

ease and tranquillity, which he courted, in order to sooti; t!io

remainder of his days. As the mildness of the climate, toi;etli

er with his deliverance from the burdens and aires ofprov

ernment, procured him, at first a considerable remissiuii

^m the acute pains with which he had been lon^ tornieiit

•d« ha tiWtyvAf perhaps, more complete satisfacUon iu Lht«

i^.:J
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IjuraMe sdlUiulo, tlinn nil his ^iiiMltntr had ev«*r ylcMiKi hin^
U Th« MnihitiouH thoii^titii and projertM «fhich hadioloiic

en^rosseil and (Iis4|ui»'t(:<t him, wt^ro «|uite rlTiced frnm hS
iniml. Far from taking any patrt in the political traiiMctiont

ul'ttic princrs of Curopi;, he ri'strained his ciirloMity even
from any iixjuiry ciMirrrnin); th«-in ; and he (UM'ined to view
tiifhii.sv sri^ne which hu iiad ah:iridont!dfWitJialithecontein|it

and iniliiriTonce arising from hiH tiiorough expericnee of itfl

vanity., as w*'.U tu from the pleasing reflection oT having dit-

vDtangU'.d hiinteirrrom itH cares. i>r. itOBSRTtoli*

^

PART ir.
PIECES /.V POETRY.

CHAPTER I. ,i- ^•

SKLKCT SENTENCES AND PAtACEAPUt.

. v..

%ii

•>..' !,: l>.

^ * SECTION I. '«»^

SHOUT AND EASY SKMTBKOei.
Eiiueatitm,

IfIlls education forms the common mind^ : ^
X Just as tlM twig is hent'. the trf!e*8 indin'd^.

Catuiottr,

With pleasure let us own t>ur errors pasf
And make each day a critic on the kuit\

. :f- ^
Rejkclion, V - '•

A soul without r»»^cction', like a pile 'J^' '

VVithout inhahitant', to rum run8\ ^ " * ^
-^^~*

Secrd virtue. '^
•.

'

The privcite path", the secret acts of men',
If noule", far the nohlest of their live8\

JVecessanj knoicltd^e easily attained, j^ ;?^ *'

*^'^

Our needful knowledge', like our needful food', "^
' ^

UnhedcM'. lies open in life's common field'

,

#
And bids ail welcome to the vital feast\ ;-

Disappointment. "- " r;> •

Diaappointment lurks in many a prize',

As bcebin flowVs'', and Htings us with 8ucces«\
Virivous elevation.

The mind that would he happy', must be great ;

Great in its wishes^ ; great in its snrveys\
Extiiuded views a narrow mind extend\——

—

III •
I !

I
I I

IfO'l €.—In Ute first cbaptsr, tlie (^onipiler has MliibitH a euMMsralite «•
riedr 0/ /o«tical cunsirucUon, for tli« young reiulerU urwobralonr >
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Who Ktm to Mtinre', nirily can be poor^ ; .^^

Who Hvai to fiuicj', never can be rich\ i

Outrity, '
^

In faith^ and hope' the world will diMgrce^ *,

But all mankind*t concern is charity\ ^

The ]mz€ of Virtue,

What nothins earthly giTes\ or can destroT^,

The sours calm sunsain«% and the heart-feltj
Is vutue*s prae\

SeriH and modethf eonneeftd.

ITS

'W asH^lF:^

4

Itjoy'

^v

Moral mseijfline salutary,

HeaT*n gives us friends to bless the present scenes,

Resumes them to prepare us for tiie next\
A II evils natural are moral goods^; ^
AU discipline, indulgence", on the whoIe% " *"

v>r< PreserU blessitigt undervcUued,
* Like birds', whose beauties languish', half conceardf
HIK, mounted on the wing", their glossy plumes
Expanded', shine with a7.ure% green', anci Kold%
How blessings brighten as they tike their flight^ 1

Hope,
l^Iope" of all passions', most befriends us here^

;

Passions of prouder name befriend us less^.

Joy has her tears', and transport has her death^

;

Hope', like a cordial', innocent', though strong',

Man's heart', at once', inspirits^ and 8erenes\

Happiness modest and tranquxL
Never man was truly blesf

,

But it composed and gave him such a casf•

As folly might mistake for want ofJoy^

:

A cast unlike the triumph of the proua ;

A modest aspecf, and a smile at hcart\ ,.,

3Vu« f^realness.

Who noble ends by noble meains oHtaanff',

Or failing', smiles m exiie^orin cliiiins'.

>^ Like good Aurelius', liet him reign', or bleed

Like Socrates', that man is great indeed^.
^ Thetear ofsympathy.

So radiant pearl'^ which crested fortune wears'.

No gem', that twinkluig hangs from beauty's ea
PI <jt«i

^
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Nor tile brig' t stars^n'hich nighfs blue arch adorn",
JNor rising suns Ihat gild the vernal morn", v. ^^
Shine with such lustre', as the tear that breaks", \ -^^--^

For others' wo', down Virtue's manly check8\ >

r SECTION 11. :-^^ -'' -«^^y*

^. ^f^
<\'.

;^^'4

tlCRSES IN WHICH THE LINES ARE OF DIFFCRBNT tXNVtB

B^rss q/' celestial Origin,

RESTLESS mortals toil for nought

;

Bliss in vain from earth is sought^

;

dliss', a native of the sky".

Never wanders\ Mortals', try^ j .

There you cannot seek in vain^
j ,

For to seek iiei*', is to gain\

The Passions. s

The passions arc a numerous crowd\ > ^

Imperious^ positive', and loud\
Curb these licentious sons of strife^

;

Hence chiefly rise the storms of life^

:

ifthey grow mutinous', and rave",

They are thy masters', thou their slaveS

Trust in Providence recommendtd

'TIS Providence alone secures".

In e 'ry change", both mine' and your8\
Safc4,y consists not in escape s.? 5 ":.

From dangers ofa frightful shape"^: f
An earthquake may he bid to spare ''•

The man that's strangled by a hair\
Fate steals along with silent tread'.

Found oft'nest in what least we dread^

;

Frowns in the storm with angry brow".
But in the sunstiine', strikes the blow\

* Epitaph.
' How lov'd', how valu'd once', avails tliee not
To whom related', or by whom begor

:

*

A heap of dust alone remains ofthee^;
'Tis all thou arf, and all the proud shall be\

Fame. _^.
All fame is foreign", but of true desert^

;

Plays round the liead', but comes not to the hearT,
One self-approving houi"", wlK»le years outwei|^ .'

Of stupid starcrs', and ofloud huzzas^

;

And more true joy Marcellus exii'd feels",

Than Cssar mih a senate at his heels\

^-^jK'
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Sefect Sentencetf ^c.

Virtue the guardian ofyouth.
Dovm the smooth stream of life the striplinf: dxeti^^,,^

Gay as the morn^ ; briglit glows the vernal tkj^f
Hope swells his sails', and Passion steers his courM\
Sate glides his little bark along the shore^
Where Virtue takes her stancT : but if too far

He launches forth beyond discretion's mark',
Sudden the tempest scowls\ tJie surges roar\
Blot his fair day^, and plunge him in the deep\

Sunrise.

But yonder comes thcpowVful king of day',
Rejoicing in the east\ The less'nin^ cloua",

The kinaling azure', and the mountam's brow',
lllum'd with fluid gold^, his near approach
Betoken gl^d\ Lo', noW, apparent all *;

Aslant the dew-bright earth', and colour'd air'j

He looks in boundless majesty abroad',
And sheds the shining day', that bumisliM filayt

On rocks\ and hills\ and tow*rs\ and wandVing f

High gleaming from afar\ , wmm'-
Sdf'ffovemment

May I govern my passions with absolute sway';
And grow wiser^ and better* as life wears away\

Shepherd.
On a mountain', stretch'd beneath a hoary willow',^

Lay a shepherd swain', and view'd the rolling billow^.

SECTION m.
<jeRSES COlfTAINI.VG EXCLAMATIONS, IMTERllOOATI«Pt» ^^ "

AND PARENTHESES. - :-~

.

a •

Competence, .. ,*

A COMPETENCE is all we can cnjoy^

:

'*

Oh' i be content', where Heav*n can give no mai»^ 1^,,,,,^
lieflection essential to happinesf.

Much joy not only speaks small happmess'i
^

But happiness that shortly must expiie\ ^
Can joy*, unbottom'd in reflection', stand' F

And , in a ten.pest', can reflection live' ?

Friendship.
Can gold gain friendship' ? Impudence ofhope"* 1

AlS well mere man an angel might beget\
Love', and love only', is the loan for iove\
Lorenzo' ! pr'ide repress^ ; nor hope to find

A friend', but what has found a friend in thee\
AUlike the purchase' : few the price will pay^

:

Ap4 this make« friends sueh miracles belOw\

•!v/~
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Patience,

Bewatre of «ld^>*)'alft stepsN The darkest day^
(LiTe UU to-morrow') will have passM away^.

Luxury,

O luxury^ 1

Bane of dated \\fe\ or affluent stu(4!S\

Wliat dreary changi/, what ruin Is not thiae^

!

How doth tny bowl intoxicate the mind^

!

To the soft entrance of thy rosy cave',

How dost thou lure the fortunate and greaf

!

Dreadful attraction''

!

Virluoue activity.

Sei'ne^t mortaUf' ! seize the transient hour^

;

Improve each mcMnent as Itflies^

:

Ufe's a short summer^—man a flow r^

;

He dies'—Alaa' !—ht)w soon he dies^

!

7^he source ofkappineee.

Reason^s whole plt»asure^ all the joys ofsensed
Lie in three words^ ; hoaitli\ peacjj', and compete
But health consists with temperance alone^

;

And peace', O virtue' I posce is all thy own\
:>'• * Placid enuAion,^^

Who can forbear to srnile with nature^ ? Can
The stormy passions in tiie bosom roll',

While evVy gale is peace', and ev'ry grov«
In melody' ?

..?;«' H ' Solitude*, *

O sacred solitude^ ; divine retreat^

!

' Choice of the prudent' I envy of the greatM

By thy pure stream^ or in thy waving shade',

W-e court fair wisdom', that celestial maid^

.

The genuine oflspiing of her lov'd embrace',
(Strangers on earth',) are innocence' and peace\
ThereTrom the ways of men laid safe ashore'',

We smile to hear the distant tempest roar^

;

There', bless'd with health', with bus'ness unperpi

This life we relish', and ensure tlie nexP.

Presume not on to-morrow.

In human hdarts what bolder thoughts can rige", gj
Than man's presumption on to-morrow's ^wn* ?

Where is to-morrow^ ? In another world\
For numbers this is certain^ ; the reverae

U sure to none\
* Hr wlilud* lii)r» U mMni , a t«iu|i*rtry serliisioii Ifwn Hm

f sat)
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7

Own vUiiQUS vivaniiu. • IVKile we Itm^ M m 1m; y
** Live", while you livf;'," fhe epicure wouldsay,
** And sei/.e the pleasures of tile prtrsent(lay\**

**I^vc', while yon live ," tlic sacred prearhor cria*',
** And give to God each moment as it fli«*sV

T^ord ! ill iny views', let hoth united be^

;

I live in pleasure', n hen I live to thee' I—DoituBiiMC

SEcxroN rv. », ^
VERSKS liN VARIOUS FORMS. K^

The security of Virtue. *

LET cowanl guilt", with |>aHid fiiar',

To phelt'riiig caverns fly',

Andjustly dread the vi^ngeful fate', • -t^-

That thunders throuj;h the sky\
Protected by that hand ', whose Jaw',

The threatening storms obey',

Intrepid virtue smiles secure', "* - "'

As in the blaze ofday\
'^ Resif^alion.
" And Oh' ! by error's force subduM',

Since oft my stubborn will

Preposterous snuns the latent good',
And grasps the specious ill'.

Not to my wish', but to my want',
Do thou thy gifts apply^

;

UiiHsk'd', what good thou knnwest granf

;

What iil', tiiuugli askM', di.^ny\ ,^,

ii^ Compassion . i,

'

'...-

1 hav^ found out a ^Ifl lor my fair*

;

1 have fotintl \vh«M'e the wood-plgeops brerd^ •

But iet m«? that plunder forbear'' 1

S^he will say', 'tis a barbarous deed\ >
For he ne'er can be trut/, she averrM',

Who can rob a poor bird of its young*

:

AndlJov'd her the more, wh<'n I heard
Such tenderness fall from her ton^ue\

iJpitftj/h.

Her* rests his head upon the laj) of earth', ,.^. .

A youth to fortune and to fame unknown';
Fair science frown'd not on his hnnihie birth',

And melancholy m .rk'tl huo (or lirrown\
r T^e was his bonuiy, jind Ins soul sincrre' ; .^

i.i-'av'n d'rtl a recoinpfusc as lH>';^oly send':

ii.» to mis'ry all lie h^ui*—a i 'ar^;

'o. ''d Iron) Hi'av'n' ( l*ras all k " wisla'd') a fvMmtl
( :13 e .

¥^:
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No further seek his merits to disclose^ i . ,

Or draw his frailties from their diead abode',
(There they alike in tromhiing hope rejiose

'

The bosom of his Father' and iiis God^ ''
.'

Jo}f and sorrow connected,

StillVwher* rosy pleasure leads', "
' ,.

See a kindoed grief pursue^

;

Behind the steps that misVy treads',
,

Approaching comforts vie\v\

The hues of bliss more brightly glofT,
CiiastisM by^ sable tints of ^vo^

;

And blended form', with artful strife',

The strengtli' and harmony of life\

The golden mean.
He that holds fast the golden mean', ,-.-

.,

«

And lives contentedly between' .-l/ .*

The little and the greaf, .. ;^

Feels not the wants that pinch the poor\
Nor plagues that haunt the rich man's door', .,

-^

ImbittVint^ all liis stute\

The tallest nines', fo,el most the pow'r
'

Of wintVy blasC ; the loftiest towV,
Comes heaviest to the ground\

,,

The b(»lts that spare the mountain's side',

His cloud-capt eminence divide'

;

And spread the^ ruin round\
Moderate views and aims recommended.

With passions Mnrunied\ untainted with pride'.

By re;i8on my life let me square""

;

The wants ofmy nature', are cheaply supplied'

;

And the rest are but folly and care^.

How vainly', through infinite trouble and strife',

The many their labours employ^

!

Since all that is truly delightful in life',

Is what all', if they pleast^', may enjoy\
•Attachment to life.

The tree of deepest root is found',

Least willing still to <{uit the ground'

:

*Twas therefore said', bv ancient sages',

That love of life increased with years',

So much', tiiat in om- later stages', - .<

When pains grow sharp', and sjckncss rages'
The gieatust love of lile a j)j)ears\

nrlue\i address to pleasure.*
Vast happiness tMjjny thy i;<iy all't's'

!

A youth of foilirs', an old ajjo f>f «Mre3*

;

tv
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Toung yet enervate^ old yet never wi8e\
Vice wastes their vipur', and their mind ImpiiniV

Vain', idle\ dclicate\ in thoughtless ease^
Reserving woes for age', their prime they ip«p|d^4

All wretchea% hopeless^ in the evil days , . . V r
With sorrow to the verge of life they tcnd\

Griev'd with the pres<int\ of the past ashamM%
They live and are despis'd' ; they die", no nusnwn

naixi'd"^.

SECTION V.
VERSES IN WHICH SOUND CORKESPONDS TO liaNiriCA

TION.

Smooth and rough verse, ^ v '* *^'

SOFT is the strain' when zephyr gently blows''.

And the smooth stream in smoother numbers Ikiwt^

But when loud surges lash the sounding shore',

The hoarse', rough verse', should like the torrent roM^.

Sloio motion imitated.

When Ajax strives some rock*s vast weight to throw'.
The line too labours', and the words move 8low\

Sioift nnd easy motion.

Not so when swift Camilla scours the plain\

Flies o'er th' unbending corn', and skims aJong the maiR\
Felling trees in a wood.

liOud sounds the i>.^e\ redoubling strokes' on strokes^

;

On all sides round", the forest hurls her oaks
Headlong''. Deep echoing groan the thickets brown^

;

Then rustling^ crackling^ crashing', thunder <lown%

Sound ofa ttow-string,

-The string let flv

..J*

IV

TwangM short and sharp', like the shrill swallow's cry\

The Pheasant,
See* ! from the brake', the whirring pheasant sprinflT

,

And mounts exulting on triumphant wings\ ^^
Scylla and Charyt)diM,

Dire Scylla there a scene of horror forms'.

And here CharjM>dis fills the deep with storms\
"^'''

W^hcn the tide rushes from her rumbling caves',

The rough rock roars' , tumultuous boil the wavef'*
,

Boisterous and gentle sounds.
Two craggy rocks projecting to the main', .^ ^
The roaring winds tempestuous rage restrain . l'^
Within', the waves in softer murmurs gUdc' ^ *!

And ships secure withiout iheir baloers ri4e

/
»%<i

m-
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Laborious and immtuous moUon, ^V

With numy a weary step\ and many a groan;',

Up the high hilKiic heaves a hiij^e round stone
^

Tne huge round stone^resulting with a bound",
Thunderi impetuous duwn^ and smokes along theground

," Mepilar and slow movemenL
First mAreh the heavy mule» securely slow",

" O'er hilh\ o*cr dales\ o'er crags\ o'er rocics they go\
Motion slow and dijicult,

A needless Alexandrine ends the son^,
Thaf, like a wounded snuke^ drags its slow length doni^

Jl rock tornfrom ike brow ofa mountain.
Still {niUiVing forced it smokes'*, and urg'd amain".
Whins% leap8\and thunders down% impetuous tothe plain •

Extent'andimlence ofthe waves.
The waves behind impel the waves before",

Wide-roUtng\ foaming hi^h", and tumbling to thediora\
Pensive numbers.

In these deep solitudes and awful cells",

Where heav'niy pensive contemplation dwells"
And ever-musing melancholy reigns\

Battle.

^Arms^ on armour', clashing", bray'd
Hovrible discord" ; and tiie madding wheels
Of brazen fury", raff'd\

Sound imitattjtg ^'dudance.
For wno', to dumb foi'gctfulness a prey".

This pleasing anxious being e'er resigned"

;

Left the warm precincts ofthe cheerful dajr'.

Nor cast one longing', lirjg'i-ing look behind^

SECTION VI.

PARAGRAPHS OF OJiEATKJl LEI««TII.
"""^^ Connubutl affection.

THE love that cheers Ufe's latest stage,

Proofagainst sickness and old age,
Ppeserv'd by virtue from declension,
Becomes not weary of attention

:

But Kves, when that exterior grace,
Whkh tLAi ina|)ircd the flame, decays.
TSs gentle, dehcate, and kind,
To faults compasi'ionate, or blind

;

V^^^^
\nd will with sympathy endure
Those evils it would gladly cure.

But angry, coarse, and harsh expression,
Sliowslovc to be a mere pn>fe8sion

;

(36«)
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ProTes that the heart is none of liis.

Or soon expels him if it is.

Swarms offying insects.
*^

.^ ^^

Thick in jon stream oflight, a thousand way% '

Upward and downward, thwarting and codvoItMi
Tnequiv'ring nations sport ; till,tempest-wiiMS*d,
Fierce winter sweeps them from the lace of£]r.
Ev'n so, hixurious men, unheeding pass
An idle summer life, in foi'tune's smney
A season's glitter ! Thus they flutter on,
From toy to toy, from vanity to vice

;

Till, blown away by death, oolivion comet
Bdund, and strikes them from the book of HIb.

Benefiemce its oum moard.

My fortune (for HI mention all.

And more than you dare tell) is smaH

;

Tet er'ry friend partakes my store.

And want goes smiling froirl my door.
Will forty shillings warm the breast

Of worth or industry distress'd

;

This r.mi I checrfuHy impart

;

'TIS fourscore pleasures to my heart

:

And you may make, by means like these,
Five talents ten. whene'er you please.

^Tis true, my little purse grows lieht

;

But then I sleep so sweet at night

!

This grand specific will prevail.

When all tlie doctor's opiates fai\

Virtue the lest treasure.

Virtue, the strenic;th and beauty ofthe soul,

Is the best gift oi'Heav'n : a hapj>iness

miat, even above the smiles and frowns of fate^

Exalts CTeat nature's fovourites : a wealth
That n^er encumbers ; nor to baser handi
Can be transferr'd. It is the only good
Manjustly boasts of, or can call his own.
Riches are oft by guilt and baseness earn d.

But for one end, one much-neglected use,

Are riches worth our care : (for nature's wanli
Are few, and without opulence supptied ;)

This noble end is to produce the soul

;

To show the virtues in their fairest light

,

And make humanity the minister

Of bounteous Providence.

ym
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Contemplation,

As yet 'tis midniglit deep. The weary cloudli ^

Slow meeting, mingle into solid gloom.
Now, while the drowsy world lies lost in sleep,

Let me associatf^ with the serious night,

And contprnplation,her sifdate compeer ; •

Let me shake ofTth' intiaisive car*i9 of day,
And lay the meddling s(;nses all aside.

Where nowj ye lying vanities of life

!

Ye ever tempting, evtir cheating train

!

Where are you nowpand whatisyourar.AOunt?
Vexation, uisapnointmcujt, and remorse.
Sad, sick'ning tnotight! And jet, deluded man,
A scene »fcrude diajointed visions past,

And hroken slumhers, rises still rcsolv'd,

With new flufsh'd hopes, to run the giddy round.

Pleasure ofjnety* ;<j

A Dc'.ty believM, :).joy begun ;

'>

A Deity ador'd, is joy advanc'd

;

A Deity belov'd, is'joy niatur'd. . ^

Each branch of pit'ty delight inspires:
Faiih builds a bridge from this world to the next,
O'er death's dark gulf, and nil its horror liides;

Praise, tJie sweet exhalation of ourjoy.
Thatjoy exalts, and makes it sweeter still

;

Pray r ardent opens lieav'n, lets down a stream
Of glory, on the consecmted hour ,;

Ofman in audience with the Deity. . - ,

CHAPTER IL

NAKRATIVE PIECES.

SECTION!.
;

** -^ Tlvt hears and the heea.

AS two young bears', in wanton mood",
Forth issuing from a neighbouring wood'.

v

Luxurious on the rich rcpast\

Alarm'd at tliis', the little creV, .

About their ears', v indict:ve flew\ 4,^1*^

The l>casts', tmable to sustain

Th* unequal combat', quit the plain^

:

Half-blind with ragc\and mad with pain'

Their native shelter they regain^ \ «ij j«§?-i^!?v.**f i«*
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There lir jUid noMr% discreeter grown',
Too late their rashness they bemoan^

;

And this by dear experience gai i",

That pleasure's ever bought witli pain\

8 So when the gilded baits ofvice^ ,.^. ) .^

Are placM before our longing eyes', .* ", %,
With greedy haste we snatch our fill', ' '

And swallow down the latent ill^

:

Butwhen experience opes our eyes',

Away the fancied pleasure flies\

It flies', but oh' ! too late we find',
'

It leaves a real sting behind\

—

aierrick. i

SECTION II. -^^^vV

2*he nighlingaU and the giou^iDorm.

A NIGHTINGALE', that all day long
Mad cheer'd the village with his song'.

Nor yet at eve his note suspended',
Nor yet when eventide was ended',
Began to feeK, as well ho mighf

,

The keen demands of appetite^

;

When', looking eagerly around',

He spied far off', upon the ground',

A something shining in the dark',

And knew the glow-worm by his spark\
So', stooping down from hawthorn top',

He thought to put him in his crop\

ft The worm', aware of his intenf

,

Haraiigued him thus\ right eloquent^

—

" Did you admire my lamp',** quoth he' ;,

** A.8 much as I your minstrelsy',

Vuu would abhor to do me wrong'.

As mucii as I to spoil your song^
;

^

For *twa8 the stilf-same Pow'r divine',

Taught you to sing'j and me to shine^

;

That you »vith music\l with lij^hf,

Might beautif3r' and cheer the nightV*

8 The songster heard his short oration'.

And', warbling out his approbation',

ReleasM him', as my stoiy tells',

And found a supper somewhere else^. -^^ -

Hence', Jarring sectaries may h;an» , ^ :
•'

•(«-.' «

Their real int'rest to discern"

;

. „x

That brother' should not war with brother '/ =f j:' >

And worry' and di-vureacij otbor'. >*.

f >t
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But fins and thine Uy sweet consent^/
Till \i(*sa poor', transimt night% is B|j«nr

;

Respecting', in each uther*8 case',

Tlie gifts ofnature' and orgrace\

4 Those Christians best deserve the name',
Who studiously malce pence their aim^

:

Peace', both the duty^ and the })rize'

Of him that creeps', and him tliat flics\--cowrBt.

SECTION III.
V

The trials of virtue,

PLAC 'D on the verge of youth',my vtAnH
Life's opening scene surveyM^:

I viewed its ills of various liind',

Afflicted and arraid\
> • > '

Z But chiefmy (eartlie dangers movM
That virtue^s path enclose^

:

^
lly heart the wise pursuit approved' ; .. Z...

But O', what toils oppose^

!

i For see', ah see' ? whik yet her ways
^; With doul>trul 3tcp I tread',

A hostile world its terrora raise',

Its snares delusive spread\

4 O how shall I', with heart prepared',

Those terrors learn to me«.t* ?

How', from tlie thousand snares to guard
My unexperiencM feet"' ? -

9 As thus I musM', oppressive sleep',

Soft o'er my temples drew
Oblivion's veir.—^l*ie wat'ry deep',
(An object strange^ and new',)

• Before me rosc^ : ou the wide shore
Observant as I stood'.

The gathering storm? around me roar'.

And heave the boiling (luod\

7 Nearand more near the billuw? rise^

;

Ev'n now my steps they Ir . e^

;

And death', to my afiVighted eyes'
Approach'd in every wave\

I What hope', or whither to retreat^

!

Each nerve at once unstrung^

;

Chill fear had ietter'd fast my feef,

Aad ehain'd my speechless tongue\

Ptirt%
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t I Mi mj heart wiUiin me di«^

;

When sudden to mine eiur >

A oice', descending from on high^
Reprov'd my emng fear\

10 ** Whmt tho* the swelling surge thou
Impatient to dcvouK

;

Resff
mortals rest on God' i • fft^.

And thankful own his t >i» ^.

1

1

Know', when he bade .< \L-h- yi ^ppeaK,
*Thu8 hx^t* th' Almighty said

,

*Thus faK, no farther", rago^ ; and here
'Let thy proud waves be stay*dV "

It I heard^; and lo' ! at once controU^dTi
The waves', in wild retreaf

,

Back on themselves reluctant rolPd^
And", murmVing", left my feet\

IS Deeps\ to asaemhiing deeps", in rain
Once more the signal gave^

:

The shores the rushing weight sustain^
And check th* uiiurping wuve^.

14 ConVincM", in nature's volume Wise',

The imagM truth I read'

;

And sudden from my waking eyes",

Th' instructive vision fled\

15 Then why thus heavy', O my soul^

!

Say', why distrustful still".

Thy thougnts with vain impatience roll

O'er scenes of future ill^ r

16 Let faith suppress each rising fear^,

Each anxious doubt exclude^

:

Thy Maker's will has plac'd thee liert'^

A Miker wise' and good^

!

17 He to thy ev'ry trial knows",
1tsjust restraint to givc^

;

Attentive to behold thy woes", j"^
And faithful to relieve^.

18 Then why thus heavy', O my soul^

!

Say', why distrustful still',

> Thy thoughts with vain impatience roll'.

O'er scenes of future iH^ f

iU

l*/
>

J^^

^;t

fl%.

10 Tho' griefs upi^umber'd throng thee
Still in thy vaod confide'.

Whose linger marks the seas their bouiid

And curbs tb> he^d^ong tide\—xxmi-%

•4.4v
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SECTION IV.

77i« yofitOi and the pkQosopheri

A GRECIAN youth of talents rare'.

Whom Plato's philosophic care^,

Had form'd (br tirtue's nobler view^,

Bt precept^ and example too",
^

would often boast his matchlesB skilK,

To curb tlte steed^ and^de tlie whee^

;

And as he passed the gazing throng^, - ^>->^ >

With sracefui ease\ and smack'd uie thong' V
'

The idiot wonder they express'd', • i f

Was praise' and transport to his breast\ «»f i^*^^

ft At length'', quite vain", he needs would show **
t^^

^ * •

His master what his art could do^

;

^
''^'

And bade his slaves the chariot lead '^ -
"i

^ •' -^

To Academus* sacred shade\ > ?*
'

The trembling grove confess'd its fright^; ^'i- J «-*

The wood-nymph started at the sigbr

;

t

The muses drop tb*» learned lyre', -

And to their inincjc shades reureN y .^

f Howc'er", thejrouth", w''^ iorward wK,
Bows to the sage', and mounts tlie car\ -'' ~ *

"^helash resounds\ the coursers spring', --^ -'

The chariot marks the rolling ring^

;

• ^
And gath'nng crowds', with eager eyef',

And shouts', pursue him as he fliea^. ^ v -

4 Triumphant to the goal returned'.

With nobler thirst his hosoni buru'd"^ ;
'

And now along th' indented plain'f

The self-same track he marks agam^

;

Pursues with care the nice design',

,, Nor ever deviates from the line\

Amazement seiz'd tlie circriiig crowd^

;

The youths with emulation glow'd^; ... -

Ev'n bearded sages hail'd the boy",

And all but Plato gaz'd wiiii joy^ ^

5 For he', deep-judging tege'. beheld
With pain tlie triumphs of tiis^tild^

:

And when the charioteer drew nigh'.

And', flush'd with hope', had caught hni^yir ,^,^Jtf^
** Alas' I unhappy youth'," he cry d'j

f^^

**Expect no praise* from meV'Caodsigh'd^i)

• *With indignation I survey ^^i ^' c; ;.

Such skill^ and judgmenf thrown^imy^

:

i-ji^'
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Tlie time profusely flquander'd ihere'^ >,;. ^ .<«? ., ^ ^
On Tulgar arts beneath thy care%
If welTefliployM^, at less expense',
Had taushtthee honcur\ Tfrtue", sense^

;

And raiira thee from a coachman's feta ^
^

To govern men', and guide the stated" whitsmbap»
SECTION V. ^"-^jP^iPfe-^^'-w--tjSjW ;iwv -y^

N
Duewrst betweenMam and Eve, reiiringf9ruL^

OW came still ev'ning on', and twilicht gray
ttatl in horanlwkp liv^rv'. nil #hm»« j<>h<l\Had in hersoberliy'ry', all things cTad\

nestif^;
*. ;5«.

She', all night Ions', her am*rous descant sun^

:

Silence was pleas'd\ Now glow*d the flrmameiil
With living sapphires^ : iiesperus', that led

The starry hosf, rode brightesf, till the moots'.
Rising in clouded majesty'.-at length',

Apparent queen', uiiveiPd her peerless light',

And o'er tlie dark her silve.* mantle tlirew\

When Adam thus to Eve^ :
** Fair consorf. th' knm

Of nighf, and ail things now retir'd to rest^, . .

Mind us of like repose^ ; since God hath set

Labour^ and rest', as day^ and nighf, to men " \.

Successive', and the timely dew of skep',

NoAV falling >vith soft slumb'rous weighf, incKnw
Our eyp-lidH\ Other creatures all day long
Rove id'e unemployed', and less need rear:
Man hath his daily work of body\ or ofmind' .

' '

Appointed', which declares his as^aity'.

And the regard of Heav'n on all his ways^

;

While other animals unartive range'.

And of their doings God takes no account\

To-morrow', ere fresh morning streak the eait
With first approach of lighf, we must be riatll',

And at our pleasant labour^ ; to refon9>

Yon flow'ry arbours\ yonder alleys green\
Our walk at noon', with bt^nchcs overgrown',
Tlukt mock our scant manuring', ai.d require

More hands tlian ours to lop their wanton growth
Those bloisomff also', and those dropping gums'i
That lie beitrown', unsightly and un^ootn',
Atk riddance', if we mean tolread with easr'

Mmm white', as nature wills' night bids us -tM **

m

i
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4 To whom thus Eve/ with perfect beautj adom'^'s
** My author^ and dispoieK, what thou bidafi ji\:\i

Unargu'd', 1 obey^ j so Gud ordainsN > ^ ^

Vnth thee conversing', I forget all time^

;

All seasons^ and their change", all please alik«\
Sweet i»tfae breath ofmom^ lier rising sw^t', -/V

With charm ofearliest birds^ ; pleasant the sun',

'

When first on t^i' delightful land he spreads
His orientbeams^ on herb", tree\ fruir^ and ilowf^
GHstriiig with dew^; fragrant the fertile earth'^i

After son show'rs^ ; and sweet the coming on -"

Of grateful evening mild^; then silent night^,

With t^ her solemn bird', and tins fair moonT,
Andthese", the gems of heav'n', her starry train i

9 But neither breath of morn', when sheascendi
With charm of earliest birds^ ; nor rising sttn

On this delij(htful land^ ; nor herb\ fruit', flowV,
Glist'ring witli dew^ ; nor fragrance after show'rs^ |

Npr grateful evening mild' ; nor silent niglif,
With tlus her solemn bird' { nor walk by moon\
Or glitt'ring star-lighf,—without tliee is sweet\
Butwherelorcalt nightlong shine these^? forwhom
This glorious sight", when sleep hath shut all ey«^ ?**

^ To whom our general ancestor reply'd' i

'* Daughter of God and man", nccomplish'd Eve^,
These liave their course to finish round the earth'.

By morrow ev'ning' ; and from land to land',

In order", though to -'tions yet unborn',
MinistVing light pr . d", they set and rise'

;

Lest total darkness w .«^uld by ni^ht regain
Her old po»session'^ and extinguish life

In nature an<:s all things' ; which these soft firet

Not only enlij^hten', buf, with kindly heat
Of various innaence', foment', and warm',

'-—Temoei'', or nourish' ; or in part shed down "*^

Thardtellar virtue on all kinds that grow
On earth', made hereby apter to receive

Perfection from the sun's more potent ray\
7 These then', though unbetield in deep of nighf,

Shine n<:t in vain' ; nor think", thou|;n men were none',

That heav'n would want spectators , God want pralit'';

Millions ofspiritual creatures walk the earth i>
Unseen', both when we wake,' and when we ileep\
All these with ceaseless praise his woirks behokft
Both day' aiid night\ How often', from Uie itee^
Ofechoing hill' or thickef, have we heard . «f.

Si. -:.;:.^,S;-
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CdeitU voices to the midnight alr^, ^-"^^

Sole', or responsive each to othi.'rs' note',

Sin^ng their great Creator^ ? Oft in bands',

While they Iceep watch',or nightly rounding walk
With heavenly touch of instruincntal soundr.
In full harmonic numberjoinM', their songs
Divide the nighf, and lift our thoughts to heav*ii\'*

t Thus talking hand in hand idone tliey passM
On to their olissful bo>v'r\

fP^i

-There arriv'd', both 8tood%
...^&

f^

v.

Both tum'd^ ; and under open sky', adorM
The God that made the sky', air\ earth\ and hcavV*
Which they beheld', the moon*s resplendent glolMr,

And starry f>ole\ ** Tiiou also madm the nigiif

M^ker Oninipotenf, and thou the day', I

Which wc'. in our appointed work employ'd',
Have 0nirii d', happy in Our mutual help',

And mutual love% tlie crown ofall our blisr .

Ordain'd by thee^ ; and this delicious place', s

For us too large', where thy abundance 'wants
Partakers', and uncropt falls to the ground\
But thou hast nrotnis d from us two a race' '

''^

To f II the eartfi', who shall with us extol

Thy goodness infinite', both when wc wake
And when we seek', as noiv', thy gift of sleep\'* miiTaii

SECTION VI.

Religion and Death, '
i

,J ^/{'j

Ley I a form', divinely bright', '

"

Descends', and bursts ui)on my sighr ; ^'^

A seraph of illustrious birth^ 1 <>

Qteligion wbs her name on eartli^ ^ - ^ » ^

Supremely sweet her radiant face'.

And blooming with celestial grace^

!

Three shining cherulis fonu^d her train',

Wav*d their light wings', and reach'd the j^lain

Faith', with suolime and piercing eye', ^-^
And pinions flutt ring for the sky^ ; j,. •

;

Herellope', that smiling angel stands'.

And golden anchors grace her hands''
i

*

* There Charily*', in robes df white', ' .

FmrMtand favVite maid of light\

I The seraph spoke^—^** 'Tis Reason's part *

To govern and to guard the heart^ ; i> ?

To lull the wayward soul to rosf

,

When hopes'^ and fears', distract the breast'
< 9 f >

M;»««.
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RflMon maT calm iku doubtful strife^

And iteer uiy bark through various liie^:

Biit wheo the stomas of death are nigh',

And midnight darkness veils the sky ,

Shall Reason then direct tliy salK,

Disperse the clouds', or sink the gale^ ?

Strancnr', (Uf.skill alone is mine\
Skill vwt transcends his scanty line\"

8 ** Revere thyself^—^thou'rt near allied

To angelson thy better 8idc\
I How variajs e'er their ranks^ or kinds',

Angels are but unbodied minds^

:

When the (Hirtition-waUs decays
Men emerge ansels from tkieir day.^ '^

Tes', when the frailer body'dies'.

The soul asserts her kindred 8kies\
But minds', though sprung from heavenly

Must first be tutored for the place^

:

The jopi above are understood', .^ .7 :

And reiish'd only by the good\ "
.^ ,;

•

.

Who shall assume this guardian care^ *

Who shall secure their birth-ri^ht there f

Souls are my charge^—to mo 'tis giv'n

To train them for Qieir i<atiTe heav'n\*'

4 ** Know then'—who bow the early knee',

And give the willing heart to me'

;

Who wisely', when Temptation waits'.

Elude her frauds\ and spurn her baits'

;

Who dare to own my ii'ijur'd cause',

Though fools deride my sacred laws' ;^

,

Or scorn to deviate to the wrong',
5

Though persecution lifts her thoRg' ; ; "

Though all the sons of hell conspire
To raise the stake^ and light the fire'

;

sKnow'j that for such superior souls', r . -r-

Therelies a bliss beyond the poles^

:

Where snhits shine with purer ray', - .^

And brignten to meridian day^

;

Where love', where boundless friendship rule

(No friends that change', no love tliat cools^ ;)

Where rising floods oTknowledge roll',

And pour\ and pour' upon the soul^ I" _^^
•

** But wheres the passage to the skies^ ?

—

mie road through death's black vaKey liesN

Nay', do not shudder at my tale^

;

Tin' dark the shades', 3'et safe the valc\
'

Parti
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'hup* $• Didactic Ptece$,

This patli the beat of men hare trod^ t

And «irho'd decfmethe m»ad to God^r
Oh' ! 'tisa glorious boon to die^

!

This favour can't be priz'd too highV*

6 While tlius she spoke", my looks expre«*i
'PliA r:tntiirA« kinHlinir in i«ivlirnnttf> •

^"\tl^ ^
^>^i>V.v:,;?

•^.

riie raptures kindling in my breast^

;

Mv soul a fix'd attention gave^

;

\Vlien the stem monarch of the crave',

With iiaughty strides approach'd^ :—«inas*d
I stood", and trembled as lgaz'd\
The seraph caImM each amxious fear',

And kindly wip'd the falling tear^ ; * •

nien hasten'd , with expanded wing^, 5^

To meet the pale", terrific king\ ?^

But nottfwhat milder scenes arise^

!

'-

The tyrant drops hif hostile guise^

;

He seems a youth divinely Tair^^

. ..4

5 V-*!^

W^- "3«;-

""T'..'

..,*---

•; I'M--

Light flows his shining azure vest',
' '

*
:
>r

And all the angd stands confess'd\ '^ *

1 view'd the change with sweet surprise^ ; 'r ;

And", Oh' \ I panted for the skies^

:

Thank'd heav'n", that e'er ! drew my breath",

And triiunph'd in the thoughts of death^i>—COTTMI

CHAPTER HI.

DIDACTIC PIECES.

.. SECTION L
The vanity oftoeaUh.

NO more thus brooding o*er yon hetpi',

With av Vice p:unful vigils Reep^

;

Still uncnjoy*d the present store",

Still endless sighs are breath'd formtm\ ./

Oh"! r]uit the shadow\ catch the priM',
Which not all Indians treasure buyt^

!

To purchase heav*n has gold the powV?

-'i'^i--^

o-wm^

No^—aH thafs worth a wish^—a thougbf

,

Fair virtue gives unbribM", unbought\
Cease then on trash thy hopes to I fid^

;

Let nobler views engagethy mint /—dp JonridH

-

*fe
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. 4^^ SfcCTlON II.

•VUAtn^ Jbrmed in vain,

LET no presuming impious railer tax
Creative wisdom^ as if aught was form'd

In vain', or not for admirable ends\ v v ^if

Slmll little% haughty ignorance pronounce > .

/ftt works unwise% ofwhich the smallest part
Exceeds the narrow vision of her mind''

?

As \tt upon a full-proportionM dome",
On swelling columns iieavM the pride of arf,

, A critic-fly% whose feeble my scalrce spreads ^
An inch around', with blind presumption liold%

Should dare to Ua. the structure ofme whoIe\ > >
'

t And lives the man', whose universal eye
Has swept ait once th' unbounded scheme of tningi'i
MarkM their dependence so', and firm accord', ;'

Asiwith unfault ring accent to concluded, #.«- ...

That this availeth nought' ? Has any seen
Tlie mighty ciuiin of beings', lessening down ,

^ ' >

From infinite nerfectioD',to the brink t. j'^; : ^

Of dreary nothing', de«?<>lHte abyss'

!

From which asronishM thoughf, recoiling^, turns'?
,

Till then aionu let zealous p4'aise ascend',

A nd hymns of holy wonder to that power'.
Whose wisdom shmes as lovely in our minas',

, Ason our smiling eye» liis servant sun\—Tuonsoif.
^ SECTION III.

On pride.

What __ .^ „
If pride^; the neverrfailing vice of fooIs\
Whatever nature has in worth deny'd', 3; , . ,. ^,

She ipves in large recruits ofneedful pridiB*!t ^^.^^ »^ ^

PoK, as in bodies', thus in souls', we find ^ '

What wants in m6&f> ^nd spirits', swelPd with wind^.
Pride', where wit iatls^^ steps in to our defence', -

And fills up all the mighty Tdd(j»fscnse\ .

'

Ifonce right reason drives that cloud awajT',
Truth breaks upon us ^vith resistless daj\
Trust not yourself^ ; buf, your defects to know^, ' .^^

Midce use ofev'ry friend'—^and ev'ry (be\ . .. ^ ., . ; -^

A little learning is a dangerous things

;

UfiBlidcep'', or taste not the Pierian sprii

ji*

St!^

i -a*:-.



191

aJS?

roPB

^^

Chap^ S Didactic Piece*,

There «Aa^ii; drau{i;hts intoxicate the brain^,
And drinlcing Uirgdy sobers us again^.

8 FirM at Arst sight with what the muse impartiT,

In fearless youths we tempt the heights of arts^

;

While', from the bounded level ofour mind',
Short view?we take^nor see the lengths behind^;
But more advanc'd', behold% with strange surprised,

New distant scenes ofendless science rise^'

So', pleased at first the tow'ring Alps we try'.

Mount o*er the vales', and seem to tread the sky^^
Th* eternal snows appear already pasf

,

And the first clouds^ and mountains' seem the lasr

;

Buf, those attained',we tremble to survey
The growing labours of the lengthen'd way^

;

Th* increasing prospect tires our wand*rin|^ eyes^;
HillaT peep o'er hills', and Alps^ on Alps' anse\—pi

:: -...>f:w,.v'n#-.^ SECTION IV. r^

Cruelty to brutes censured,

I
WOULD not enter on my list of friends',

(Though grac'd with polish'd manners and fine ieme^
Vet wanting sensibility',) the man
Who needlessly sets inoi upon a worm\
An inadvertent step may crush the snail',

That crawls at evening in the public path^
j

But he that has humanity', forewarn d',

Will tread aside', and let the reptile 'rc\

t The creeping vermin', loathsome to Li'.fi sighf,

And chai^M perhaps with venom', that iDtrudes

A visitor unwelcome into scenes
,

Sacred to neatness^ and repose', th' alcove\
The chamber^ or refectory', may die^.

A necessary act incunb no biame\
Not so', when held within their proper bounds',
And guiltless ofoffence they range the air'^^^ ,^« ;.

Or talce their pastime in the spacious fields

There they are privilegM\ And he that hunts^

Or harms them there', is guil^ of a wrongs ; .

Disturbs th* economy ofnature's realm%
Who', when she form*d', designed them an abode^

S The sura is this^ : if man's convenience^ healtb\
Or safety' interfere', his rights and claims' r*^

Are paramount^,and must extinguish their8\

Else they are all'—^the meanest things thatare'^.

As f«iK to Uve^ and to enjoy that life , ^ > i^ ^
K Cisf)

h
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A« Ood was free to form them at the first',

;
Who', in hia sovereign wisdom", made them alT.

4 Ye'', tiierefore", who love mercy", teach yoursant -^

To love it too\ The sprins time ofouryean ' .i

Is soon dishonoured and denrd", in raost^ ^^ ^-i

By buddinK ills", that ask a prudent hand
To check tTiem\ But", alasM none soonerihoolK",
If unrestrHin*d", into luxuriant cruwth", :

•»'
'

Than cruelty", most devMish or them a]l\

9 Mcrc^ to him that shows it", is the rule

And righteous limiU'tion of its act",

^ By which heav'n moves in pard'ninf^ guilty man^

;

And he that shows none", being ripe in years\ ^

And conscious ofthe outrage he commits",
Shall seek it", and not find it in his tum\—cowfbiu '

* SECTION V. N ^*

•4 paraphrase on iJie latter oart qf the fUh ehapler tfSi
Matin£w,

WHEN my breast labours with oppressive care%
And o'er my cheek descends the falling tear";

- While all my wamng passions are at strife",

Oh" ! let me listen to the words oflife^

!

Raptures deep-felt his doctrine did impart".

And thus he rais'd from earth the droopin^heart\
t " Think nut", when all your scanty stores aflbrd"|

Is spread at once upon the sparing board^

;

Think not",when v/om the homely robe appears",
While on the roof the howling tempest bears"

;

What farther shall this feeble Fife sustain".

And what shall clothe these shivUing limns agahi\
d Say", does not life its nourishment exceed" ?
,^ And the fair body", its investingweed"?

Behold" ! and look away your low despair'^'

—

See the light tenants or the barren air^

:

To them", nor stores^ nor granaries", belong^

;

Nought", but the woodlana,and^he pleasing 80Dg^;
Yet", your kind h'eav^hr Father bends his eye
On the least wing that flits along the sky\ '

4<.To him tliey singwhen spring renewa the phun!^

;

To him they crjr, in winter^s pinching reign^ ; -^^-^"

:

Nor is their music", nor their plaint in xvni't ^*^'fT

He hears the gay\ and the distressed call'

;

And with unsparing bounty", fills them att^.""

ft
*< Observe the rising /%> snowy graoe^

%

Obi«rv« the various vesKloUe Rice^

:

<i4/r
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They neither tolK, nur 8pin\ but careleis grow ;

Vet Me hoiv warm they bhish^ ! how briglit they glow^

!

What regal vestnienti can with them compare^!
What king so shining^! or wliat queen lo lairM" *

4 ^'If ceaseiess'. thus', the fowls of heav*n he feeds'

;

If o'er the fields such lucid robes he spreads'

;

Will he not care for you", ye fuithless', sny^?
Is.ho unwise' ? or', are ye less tlian iht}f r"

—

Thomson

SECTION VI.

ThtdeaUk^f apiodmanaitr<mgiiweniivetovirlM€. •

THE chamber where the jfooti man meets his fiitr'

Is privileged iMsyond the comnioq walk
Ofvirtuous life', quite in the verge of heav*n\
Fly',jre profane' ! ifnot, draw near with awe\
Receive the blessing^, and adore the chance',
Tliat threw in this Bethesda your disease^

:

If unrestor'd by this', despair your cure\

t FoK, here', resistless demonstration dwi^lb

A death-bed's a detector of the heart\
Here tir'd dissimulation drups her mask'.
Thro* life's grimace', that mistress of the scene
Here real", and apparenf, are the 8ame\
You see the man^ ; you s<*« his hold on h«av*n%
If sound his virtue', as Philaiider's sound\

8 Ueav'n waits not the last momenf ; owns her friends

On this side death', and unints them out to men"

;

A lecture', silent^, but or sov'reign powr''

;

To vice', confusion": and to virtue', peace".

Whatever farce the boastful hero plays', . vjs^^j
Virtue alone has majesty in death"

;

'
"'

"

And greater still', tlie more the tyrant frowns".

—

youn«.

SECTION VII. "-^^"^
Radians on afuture staie^from a review ofwinter,

TIlIS done" ! dread winter spreads his latest glooms',
JL And reigns tremendous o^er the conquer'd year".

How dead the vegetable kingdom lies"

!

How dumb the tuneful" ! Horror wide extends
His desolate domain". Behold', fond man'!
See here th^ pictured life" : pass some few years*'.

i-

>» .

Ami shuts the jcene
(««0
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t Ah'l whither now arpfM
Those dreams orip>eatn«m^ ? those unbolid hopes « . > ^

Of happineos^ ? thosf. longingn after fame\^
1*ho8e restless cares^ ? those huMV hustling; dayi^ ?

Those gay-spent", festive nights^ r those vui^ring thoughts',
Lost hetween good and \W\ that shar'd thy lifc^ ?

8 All now are vnnisird" ! Virtue 8o!e survives', .

'•

Iraoiortal', never-failing friend of man', ' t \

His guide to happiness on high\ And see'

!

*Tis come', th«> glorious morn' ! the second birth

Of heavV and carth^ ! awakening nature', hoars
Th« new-creating word', and starts to life', .

In ev*ry heighteird form', from pain^anddeath^ /.

Forever free\ The great eternal scheme', .i, ^

Involving all', and in a perfect whole _
,

"

*
,

Uniting as the prospect wider spreads', ,
""

,
,.

To reason^s eye reflnM <!lcars up apace\

4 Ye vainly wise' ! Ye blind presumptuous'! now'.
Confounded in the dust', adore that Fower^
And Wisdom', oft arraignM^ : see now the caust
IVhr unassuming worth in secret liv*d',

Ana died neglected^: why the good roan^s shar«
In life was gall', and bitterness ofsoul^

:

Why the lone widoW and hvr orphans', pin'd
In starving solitude^ ; wiiile luxury'.

In palaces lay straining her low thoughf

,

To form unreal wants^ : why heav»n-l)orn truth\
And u.oderation fair", wore the red marks
Ofsuperstition^s scourge^ : why licensed pain',

Th^t cruel spoiler', that cmbosom'd foe',

Imbltter'd all our bliss\

Ye good distressed'

!

Ye noble few'! nrho here unbending stand
Aeneath lifers pressure^ yet bear up awhile', *

And what your bounded view which only saw
A little parr, deem'd evil', is no more^

:

. ., .

.

The storms ofwint*ry time will quickly pass', ' •

And one unbounded spring ench'cle air.

—

Thomson.
SECTION VIII. - ^

Mam's ndmce to £i>e, to avoid temptniton, .^^jfw
(tf\ WOMAN, best arc all things as the will

V^ Of God ordnin'd them ; his creating hand
Nothing imperfect or deficient left -mt^iK (i*; ?

' Of all |hat he created, much less man, ^^ b ^ 4
Or aught that might his happy state secure, ^ iv ; ^
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Secure from outward fu I ce. Within himielf
The dunser Uet, yet liee within liis pow'r

:

Agaimtt his will he can receive no harm. x.

But God left Tree the will ; for what obeyf
Ile«uion, is free, and reason he made right

;

But bid her well lieware, and still erec^
Lest, by some fair appearinK good surpris*d,

SIm dictate false, and misinrorra tlie will

To do what God expressly hath forbid.

Not then mistrust, but tender love, enjoins

That 1 slMuld mind thee oft : and mind thou me.
8 Firm we subsist, yet possible (o swerve,

Since reason not mipossibly may meet
Some siiecioup object by tlie foe subomM,
And fall into deception unaware,
Not keeping strictest watch, as she was wam*d.
Seek not temptation then, which to Kvoni
Were better, and most likely if from me
Thou Sfsver not ; trial will come unsought

4 Wouldst thou approve thy constancy ? approve
First thy obedience ; th' otlierwho can knowy
Not seemg thee attempted, who attest ?

But if thou think, trial unsought may lind

Us botli securer than thus warned thou seem'st.

Go
I
for thy stay^ not free, absents thee more

:

Go m thy native innocence ; rely

On what thou hast of virtue, summon all

;

For God towards thee hath done bis part ; do thine.

UILTOA
-. SECTION IX. i

;'<?..

^^i*"

OnpiocraalincUion.

BR wise to-day ; ^tis madness to defer

:

Next day tlie fatal precedent will nlead

;

Thus on, till wisdom is push'd out oflife.

Frocrastination is the tliief of time. ,;.^^

Year after year it steals, till all are fled

;

And, to the mercies of a moment leaves

The vast concerns of an eternal scene.

Of man's miraculous mii^takes, this liears

The palm, *' That ell men are about to live:**

Forever on tlie brink ofbeing bom.
All pay themselves the compliment to think,

They one day, shall not drivel : and their prid«

On this reversion, takes up ready praise

;

At least their own ; their niture selves appkiudu
as iiiji

^Ji!^,'Ji
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How excellent that life they ne*er wiH lead 1 r
Time lodg'd in their own hands is folly's Taib

;

That lodged in fate\ to wisdom they consign;
The thing tliey can't but purpose, they pos^poiMi
'TIS not in folly, not to scorn a fool

;

And scarci! in human wisdom to do more.
8 All promise is poor dilatory man

;

And that thro' ev'ry sta^e. When young^ faideedi

In full content we sometimes nobly rest,

Unanxious for ourselves ; and only wish,
As duteous sons, our fathers wpre more wise.
At thirty, man suspects himself a fool

;

Knows ft at forty, and reforms his plan

;

At fifty, chides liis infamous delay

;

jpushos his prudent purpose to resolve

;

In all the magnanimity of thought,
Resolves, and re-resolves, then dies the same.

4 And why ? Because he thinks himself immortal.
All men tliink all men mortal, but themselves

;

Themselves, when some ali'irming shock of fate
Strikes thro' their wounded hearts the sudden dreadi
But their hearts wounded, like the wounded air,

Soon clof^e ; where, past the shaft, no trace is found.
As from the wing no scar the sky retains

:

The parted wave no furrow from the keel

;

So dies in human hearts the thought of death.
Ev'n with the tender tear whicli Nature sheds
O'er those we love, we d^op it in their grave.)-—tounb.

SECTION X.
TViatphUosophyf which stops at secondary causes^ rqnrovtd'

HAPPY the man who sees a God employ'd
In all the good and ill that checker hfe!

^ ^ Resolving all events, with their effects

And manifold results, into the will

And arbitration wise of the Supreme.
Did not his eye rule all things, and intend

The least of our concerns ;
(since from the least

The greatest ofl originate ;) could chance
Find place in his dominion, or dispose

One lawless partidtt to thwart his plan ; _^y.

Then God might be surpris'd, and unforeseco
Contingence might alarm hiin and disturb ;

The smooth and equal course of his affairs.

t Tliis truth, philosophy, though eagle-ey'd

In nature's tendencies, oft o'erlooks

;

(48 1>
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Chap, S. Didactic Piecet, IM
> nd having found his instrument, forgets «

Or disregards, or, more presumptuous stiO,

Denies the powV that wields it. God proclums
His hot displeasure against foolish men
That live an atheist life ; invoPves the h^vVi
In tempests ; quits his ^rasp upon the winds,
^nd gives them all their fury j bids a plague
Kindle a fiery boil upon the fkm.
And putrefy the breath ofblooming health

;

3 He calls for famine, and the meagre fiend

Blows mildew from between his shrivel'd U[>s,

And taints the golden ear ; he springs his mines.
And desolates a nation at a blast

:

Forth steps the spruce piiilosopher, and teSto

Of homogeneal and discordant springs
And principles ; of causes, how they work
By necessary laws their sure e£fects^

Of action and re-action.

4 He has found
The source of the disease that nature feels

;

And bids the world take heart and banish fear ^

Thou fool ! will thy discov'ry ofthe cause
Suspend th' elTfct, or heal it r Has not God
Still wrought bymeans since first hemade thewQifd?
And did he not of old employ his means
To drown it ? What is his creation less

Than a capacious reser^'oir of means,
Form'd for his use, and ready at his will ?

Go, dress thine eyes with eye-salve ; ask of hiniy

Or ask ofwhomsoever he has taught

;

And learn, tliough late, the genuine cause of alL COWPKB.

SECTION XL
indignant sentiments on naiional prejudices andha^ftdjAm

on slavery, ^--f"^^'

OH, for a lodge in some vast wilderness,
Some boundless contiguity of shade,

Where rumour of oppression and deceit,

Of unsuccessful or successful war.
Might never reach me more ! My ear is pain'd.

My soul is sick with evVy day's report
of wrong and outrage with which earth is filTd.

There is no flesh in man's obdurate heart

;

It does not feel for man. The nat*ral bond
Of brotherhood is severed, as the flax

That falls asunder at the touch of Are.
ISO

%
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He finds his fellow guilty ofa skin

Not coloured like his own ; and having pow'r
T* enforce the wrong, for such a worthy cause *

Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey.
Lands intersected by a narrow frith

Abhor each other. Mountains interpos'd,

Make enemies of nations, who had else,

Like kindred drops, been mingled into one. •

Thus man devotes his brother, and destroys;
And worse than all, and most to be deplor dy

Ashuman nature's broadest, foulest blot,

Chains him, and tasks him, and exacts his sweat
With stripes, that mercy, with a bleeding heart,

Weeps when she sees indicted on a beast.

Then what is man ! And ivhat man seeing this,

And having human feelings, does not blush
And hang his head, to think himselfa man ?

I would not have a slave to till my ground,
To cJtrry me, to fan me while I sleep,

And tremble when I wake, for all the wealth
That sinews bought and sold have everearn'd.
No : dear as fiu iMioin is, and in my heart's

Just eotimatio:i \nii,*d above all price
;

I had much rather be myselfthe slave,

And wear the bonds, than fasten them on hin.

We have no slaves at home—then why abroad f

And they themselves once ferried o'er the wave
That parts us, are emancipate and loos'd.

Slaves cannot breathe in England : if tlieir lun^^
Receive our air, that moment they are free

;

They touch our country, and their shackles fall.

ThaVs noble, and bespeaks a nation proud
And jealous of the blessing. Spread it then,
And let it circulate througli ev'ry vein

Of ail your empire ; that where Britain's power
Is felt, mankind may feel her mercy too.—cowfka.

CHAPTER IV.
DESCRIPTIVE PIECES.

SECTION I.

The morning in summer*
f"IIHE meek-ey'd morn appears', mother ofdew*",
JL At first faint gleaming in the dappled east'

;

Till far o'er ether spreads the widening glow'

;

And Iram before the lustre of her fhce
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White break the clouds away^. With qtiickenM step', '**

Brown night retires^ young day pours in apace', "
*

And opens all the lawny prosp<'Ct wide\
t The dripping rock\ the mountain's misty fop', -

Swell on the sighf, and brighten with the dawn\
Blue', thro' the dusk', the smoking currents shine*

;

And from the bladed Held , tiie fearful hare
liimps', awkward^ : while along the forest-glade

The wild deer trip', and often turning gaze
At early passcnger\ Music awakes
The native voice of undisscmbled joy'

,

And thick around the woodland hymns arise^. ^ .

S RousM by the cock', the soon-clad shepherd leavei

His mossy cottage', where with peace he dwells'

,

And from the crowded fold', in order', drives
His flock to taste the verdure of the morn^.

Falsely luxurious', will not man awake'

,

And', sprindng from the bed of slotii', enjoy
The cool', the fragranf, and the silent, hour',

To meditation due and sacred song' ?

4 For is there aught in sleep can charm the wise' ?

To lie in dead oblivion', losing half

The fleeting moments of too short a life'

;

^:m

Ireams f

Who would', in such a gloomy stat li', remain
Longer than nature craves' ; when evVy muse^ .

And every blooming pleasiu'p', waits without'.

To bless the wildly devious', morning walk' ? THOMtOIf

SECTION H.
Rural sounds, as tvdl as rural sigJilSj JpUgh^vi*

NOR rural sights alone', but rural sounds ^^^
Exhilarate the spirif, and n'.store T«f€-

The tone of languid nature\ Mighty winds'.

That sweep the skirt of some far-spreading wood',
Of ancient growth', make music', inn unlike

The dash ofocean on his winding shore', -

And lull the spirit while they (ill the mincP;
UnnumberM uranches wavirip, in the blast".

And all their leaves fast fjutfrinjp:; all at on<'e\

Nor less composure waits upon the roar

Of di"1i*ot floods' ; or on the softer voice

Of n *.i,nb*ring fountain' ; or of rills that slip

Tb'xiugh the cleft rock', and', chiming as tmiy faH
3i f > .4f
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Upon loose pebblet', lose themselves at length

In matted grass't thaf, with a livelier greeu^,

Betrays the secret oftheir silent course\
Naturet«uEntma/e employs sweet sounds'

;

But an*inatt(l nature sweeter stUl"

;

To sooth and satisfy the human ear^.

9 Ten thousand warblers clieer the day^, and one
The live-long night\ Nor these alone'^, whose notes
Nice fln^er'U art must emulate in vain"

,

But cawing rooks\ and kites' that swim sublime^
in still repeated circles', screaming loud''

;

The jajr^.the pjre\ and ev'n the boding owl',

That hails the rising moon', have charms fur me\
Sounds inharmonious in themselves,^and harsh",

Yet heard in scenes where peace for ever reigns',

And only there', please hignly for tlieir sake\

—

cowper.

^ SECTION III.

The rose,

THE rose had been washM\ just washM in a showed,
Which Mary to Anna convey'd •

;

The plentiful moisture encuniberM the flower",

And weigh'd down ils beautiful head\

t The cup was all riird\ and the leaves were all wet\
And It seem'd to a fanciful vieiv',

To weep for the buds it had left with regret",

On the flourishing bush where it grew\

B 1 hastily seiz'd it', unfit as it was
For a nosegay', so dripping and drown'd

And swinging it ruttely', too rudely", alas"

!

I snappxl ir—it fell to the ground\

And such", I exciaim'd", is the pitiless part".

Some act by the delicate mind^

;

Ri^rdlejs of wringing^ and breaking a heart",

Ah^eady to simtow; resigii'd\

This elegant rose", had I shaken it less".

Might have bloom'd with its owner awhile^

:

'

And uie tear that is wip'd with a titde address'

A

May be follow'd perhaps by a snxile\

—

cowp£A.

SECTION IV.

Care of birdsfor their young,

S thu<i the patient dam nsKiiliioiis sits"«

Not to be tempted t'nuu li -r tinder task .

' ^^ '

^-^\^,§s^.h.
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Or by sharp nunger', or by smooth delichf,
Tho'^thewliole loosen'd spring around ner blowt't
Her sympathizing partner takes his stand
Higii on th' opponent bank', and ceaselet;<i 8in((i

Tlie tedious tune away' ; or else supplies
Her place a momcnf, while she sudden flits

To pick the scanty meal\
Th' appointed time

With pioua toil fu/RlI'd'. the callow young',
"Wann'd^ and expanded into perfect life',

What melting sentiments of kindly care'.

On the new parents seize^

!

S Away they fly

Af^ectionate^ and undesiring bear
The most delicious morsel to their young^

;

Which equally distributed', again
The search begins\ Even so a gentle pair',

By fortune sunk', but form'd of gen'rous mould'.
And charmM wiUi cares beyond then'ulgar breasf,
In some lone cot amid the distant woodV',
Sustain^ alone by providential Heav'n',

Off, as they weeping eye their infant train',

Checktheii own appetites',and give themall\ TiroMfdif.

SECTION V.

Ubtrty and slavtni contrasted. Pari of a Utter wriUenJhm
Italy, by Addison,

HOW has kind Heaven adornM this happy Iand%
"

And scattcrM blessings with a wasteful hand^

!

^ But what avail her unexhausted stores^

,?&

'#

,^-
,<<?:

While proud oppression in her valleys rugnr,
And tyranny usurps her happy plains^ ?

The poor inhabitant beholds ui vain

The reddening orange', and the swelling grain^

;

Joyless he sees the growing oils^ and wines'.

And in themyrtle^s fragrant shade'. repine8\
Oh', Liberty^ thou pow'r supremely brighf
Profuse of Bliss', and pregnant with delight'

Perpetual pleasures in thy presence reign',

km smiling plenty leads thy wanton tnivt.
- i«/^
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ID sweeter sounds adorn my flowing tongue",
Than ever man pronounc'd^ or angel sung';

1 all knowledge', numan^ and divine',

904 The English Reader, Farit
EasM of her load', subjection grows more lighf,

And poverty looks cheerful in thv sight\

Thuu mak^st the gloomy face oi nature gay^

;

Giv'st beauty to tbe sun', and pleasure to the aay^«
On foreign mountains', may the sun refine

The grape's soft juice', aucf mellow it to wine^ :

With citron groves adorn a distant soil'.

And the fat olive swell Avith floods of oil^

:

We envy not the warmer clime that lies

In ten degrees of more indulgent skies^

;

Nor at the coarseness of our heav'n repine',

Tho' o'er our heads the frozen Pleiads shine* :

•Tis Liberty that crowns Britannia's isle'.

AndmakesIier barren rocks',andher bleakmountaiiis smile^

SECTION VI.

Charity, ,^paraphrase on the 13th chapter oftheJini epidU
to the Corinthians,

D
Had
That tliought canTeach\ or science can define'

;

And had I pow'r to give that knowledge birth'',

In all the speeches of the babbling earth'

;

Did Sliadrach's zeal spy glowing oreast inspire",

To weary lortures\ and rejoice in fire'

;

Or had I faith like that wliich Israel saw,
When Moses gave them miracles\ and law"

:

Yef, gracious charity, indulgent guesf

,

Were not thv power exerted'in my breasf

;

Those spcecnes would send up unheeded prayV

,

That scorn of life', would be but wild despair^

:

A cymbal's sound were better than my voice^;

My faith were form' ; my eloquence were noi8e\
Charity, decent\ modest\ easy, kind\
Softens the high', and rears the abject mind^

;

Knows with just reins^, and gentle'hand', to giude
Between vile shame', and arbitrary pride\
Not soon provok'd', she easily forgives^

;

And much she suffers', as she muca believes*'.

Soft peace she brings wherever she arrives^ ; ^
She builds our quiet', as she forms our lives^

;

Lays the rough paths of peevish nature even"

;

And opens in each heart a little heav'n\
Each other giff, which God on man bestows".

Its prorer bounds", and due restriction knows
• 24 f >
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To one ftx'd purpose dedicates its powV,
And finishing its act', exists no more\
Thus', in' obedience to what Heav'n decrees',

Knowledge shall fail', and prophecy shall cease^

;

Kilt' laet'incr t'hnrii'v'a lYirkPo 'n-vtrtla awuv'

•'<'.

l^*-

And endless good diffuse', and endless praise receWe ,

As through the artist's intervening gl'^ssf'.

Our eye observes the distant planets ,iass';

A little we discover' j but allow'.

That more remains unseen'^ than art can show^

;

So whilst our mind its knowledge would knproTe'f
(Its feeble eye intent on things above',)

High as we may', we lifi our reason up',

By faith directed', and confirm'd by hope'

;

Yet are we able only to survey',

Dawnings of beams', and promises ofday^ ; '

H<*^v'n's fuller efiluencc mocks our dazzled sight^j

Too great its swiftness', and too strong its light\

But soon the mediate clouds shall be dispell'd^

;

The Sun shall soon be face to face beheld',

In all his robes', with all his glory on',

Seated sublime on his meridian throne\
Then constant faith\ and holy hope', shall die^;

One lost in certainty', and one in joy'

:

Whilst thou', more happy powV, fair charity'

Triumphant sister', greatest ofthe three',

Thy office^ and thy nature' still the same'.
Lasting thy lamp*", and unconsum'd thy flame',

Shalt still survive^

—

Shalt stand before the host of heav'n confesf
Forever blessing', and for ever blest.

—

priob.

SECTION Vli.

Picture ofa good man, i^
SOME angel guide my pencil', while I draw',

What nothing else tfian angel can exceed',
A man on earth', devoted to the skies'^

;

Like ships at sea', while in', above the world"^

With asnect mild\ and elevated eye',

Behold nim seated on a mount serene',

Above the fogs of sense', and passion's storm^

:

All the black cares\ and tumults ofthis life'.

Like harmless thunders', breaking at his feetT

JS^xdte liis pity', not impaur his peaces

W
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f Earth*! genpiiie fions^thc sceptred^ ami the slii

A mingled mob'I'a wand'riiic httrd' ! he sees',

EleiiviltierM in the vale'; in al'iinliife^

!

His full reverse in all' I What ImkIrt praise' ?

What stronger demonstration of the rijxht' ?

Thepnsent all their care' ; thefuture his

.

When public vi^elfjire calls', or private wa»if

,

7*ht^ give toyJime' ; his bounty he conc(>qU\

Their virtues varnish nature' ; his exalt\

Mankind^s esteem they court' ; and he his otvn\

5 Theirs the wild chase offalse felicities'

;

//tV, the composed j)osscssion ofthe/rMe\
Alike throughout is his consistent piecc%
All ofone colour', and an even thread'

;

Wliile party-colour'd shades ofhappiness',
With hideous gaps between', patch up for them
A raadman's robe'; each puif of fortune blows
The tatters bjr', and shows their nakednes8\

4 He sees with other cjes than theirs' : where they
Behold a sun', he spies a Deity'

;

What makes tiiem on!y sniile% makes him adore\
Where they see mountains', he but atoms sees'';

An empire in his balance', w«:-ii;hs a grain'.

Thev things terrestrial worship asdivine''

:

u:. Il^»... :.^.^»_«..i I.I 4i L 1..^ ..^A,.^4*

Parti.

Titles^ and honours', (ifthey pMve his fate",)

He la^s aside to find iiis dignity'
\No dignity they find in aught besides'.

They triumph in externals', (which conceal
Man 8 rent glory',) proud of an eclipse'

:

Himsfclftoo much he prizes to be proud' *

Ann tiAfKinor t-Kinlrc k'rk (ri<on# in ivtun' ne i

Tt|eir int'resf, like a lion', lives on prey'.

They kindle at the shadow ofa wrong'

;

Wrong he sustains with teraper\ looks on heav>i

,

biipeM«\

A covered heart denies him half his praise\

IT With nakedness his innocence agt ees^

!

While their broad foliate testifies their falM
(sen

TO.
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There no joyt end", where his full feast licgiiM^

:

His joys create\ theirs murder^, future blias\

To triumph in existence', his alone^

;

And his alone triumphantly to think
His true existence is not yet begun\
His glorious course was', yesterday^, complete^

:

Deaths ihm% was welcome' ;
yfet li& kill is sweet\—

'

SECTION VIII.

The pleaaitres ofretirement

OKNEW he but his happiness^ ofmen
The happiest he'! who', farfrojxs public rage'

Deep in the vale', with a choice few retir'd'

Drinks the pure pleasures cf the rural life^

ff What tho* the dome be wantnig', whose proud gattt'

£ach morning', vomits out the sneaking crowd *«.

Of flatterers false', and in their turn abua'd"* ?

Vile intercourse^ ! What though the glittering robe%
Of ev'ry hue reflected light can give".

Or floated loose', or stiff with mazy gold',

The pride^and gaze of fools', oppress himnot^ ?

What tho*', from utmost land'' and sea' purvey'd'

For him each rarer tribuUn'y life

Bleeds not', and his insatiate table heaps
'

With luxur}' and death' ? WMiat tho' his b«»w4

Flames not witl\ costly juice^ ; nor sunk in beds

,

Oft of gay care', he tosses out the nighf

,

Or melts the thoughtless hours in idle staie^ ?

What tho' he knows not those fantastic joys'.

That still amuse tho wanton', still deceive'

;

A face of pleasure', but a heart ofpain'

,

Their hollow moments undelighted all' ?

Sure peace is his' ; a solid life estrang'd
n^ii Hje:innmntnn»>nt'. »nfl r:4ll»f'Iniw Ikiiia^
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To disappointment', and fallacious hope\

Rich in content'^ in nature's bounty rich'.

In herbs' and fruits' ; whatever greens the spring'.

When heaven descends in showers' ; or benas tlie bough
When summer reddens', and when aiir*!inn beams'

:

Or in the wintry glebe whatever Jins

Conceai'd', ancf fattens with the vi(:hi;st sap'

:

These are not wanting' ; nor the milky drove',

Luxuriant', spread o'er all the iowino; vale'

;

Nor bleating mountains' , nor the chide of streanu',

AikI Uun; oibees', inviting sleep y'wicere

rfe.
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Into die f^iiltlt^M breasf, beneath the shnde%
Or thrown at hirge amid the fragrant hay^;
Nor au^ht besides of prosDect\ grove', or sonc^
Dim grottos\ gleaming lakes', and fountains clear^.

4 Here too dwells simple truth^
;
plain innocence^

;

Unsullied l>eauty^ ; sound unbroken youth',

Patient oflabour', with a little pleas\r

;

it

Health ever blooming^ ; unambitious toil^

;

Calm contemplation , and poetic ea8e\

—

tmomson.

SECTION IX.

TV pleasure and benefit of an improved and teelUdiredtt
imagination,

iW ! blest of Heaven', who not the languid songi
_' Of luxury', the siren'! not the bribes

Of sordid wealth', nor all the gaudy spoils

Ofj^ageant Honour', can seduce to leave

Those ever blooming^ sweets', which', from the store
Of nature', fair imagination culls'.

To charm th' enliven'd soul^ ! What tho* not all

Of mortal oiTspringcan attain the height
Ofenvied life^ ; thb' only few possess
Patrician treasures^ or imperial state' •

Yet nature^s care', to all her children jusf,
With richer treasures^ and an ampler state'',

Endows at largewhenever happy man
Will deign to use them\

His the city's pomp',
The niral honours his\ Whatever adorns
The princely dome\ the column\ and the arch'.

The oreathing marble^ and the sculptured gold'.

o

Its lucid leaves unfolds^: for him', theuand
Ofautumn tinges every fertile branch
With blooming gold', and blushes like the morn\
£ach passing hour sheds tribute from her wings^

:

And still new beauties mei^t his lonely walk'.

And loves unfeit attract him\
Not a breeze ^^

Flies o'er the meadow^ ; not a cloud imbibes
The setting sun's ieifulgence'' ; not a strain

From all the tenants of the warbling shade
but whence his bosom can partake

(28 f>
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Chap. 9. Patheiie Fitctt. M9
Fresh pleasure', unrtprOvM\ Nor thence parUkts ,

Fresh pleasure only' ; fur th' attentive inin<r» ^

By tliis harmonious action on her powers'. ' ''.^'

Becomes herselfharmonious' : wont so on
In outward things to meditate the charm
Ofsacred order , soon she seeks at home', '

To find a kindred order ; to exert
IVithin herself this elegance of love\
This fair inspirM delight^ : her tempered pow*ri
Refine at lengthy and every passion wears
A chaster\ nrinder', more attractive mien'^

4 But if to ampler prospects', if to gaze '

On nature^s form', where', negligent of all

These lesser graces', she assumes the port
Of that Eternal Maje«ty that weigh'd
The world's foundations', if to these the mind
Exalts her daring eye' ; then mightier far -> *

Will he the change', and noi)ler\ Would the forms
Of servile custom cramp her gen'rous powW ?

Would sordid policies', the barh'rous growth
Of ignorance and rapine', bow her down
To tame pursuits', to indolence and fear' ?

5 Lo ! she appeals to naturc\ to the winds'
And rolling waves", the sun's unwearied courv\
The elements' and seasons" : all declare

For what th' eternal maker has ordain'd
The pow'ra of man": wefeel within oui'seSvM
His energy divine" ; he tells the hearf,

He meant^, he made us to behold and love

What he beholds and loves', the general orb
Of life' and being" ; to be great like Uim',
Beneficent' and active". Thus the men
Whom nature's works instrucf, with God himielf
Hold converse" ; grow familiar', day by day', ^^

'

With his conceptions" ; act upon his plan' ; frf^"

Aud form to his', tlie relish of their souls".^—^AJuzfiioi

CHAPTER V.
PATHETIC PIECES.

^ SECTION 1.

^;rif The hermit.

AT the close ofthe day', when the hamlet b stillj

And mortals the sweets of forgetfulness proTO',

When nought bu^ the torrent is heard on the nilK,

And noucht hut the nightingale^s song in the sroT«

a-..
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Twu thus by the cave ofthe mountain afV,
While his harp runcs7m(>honiout', t hermit begair

No more witii lumteir or with nature at war",

He thouglit at a sage', tho* he felt aa a nian\

f **Ah'! why', all abandoned to darlcness' and wo^;
Why^, lone Philomela', that languishing fall' ?

For ipring shall return^ and a lover besto^v^,

And sorrow no longer thy bosom inthralS

Buf, if pity inspire thee% renew the sad lay'

:

Mourn'f sweetest complained, man culls tnee to mown*
O sootli him whose pleasures like thine pass Mwa>'

:

Pull quickly they pass'—but they never reiiru\

lays'

:

She shone', and the planets were lost in her blaaso\

Roll on', thou fair orb', and with gladness pureue
The path that conducts thee to splend(»ur a^^,ain'

:

But man^s faded glory what change shall renew' 1

Ah fool' ! to exult m a iclorv so vain' i

•Tis nighf , and the landscape is lovely no more^ t

I mourn' , buf,
ye woodlands'. 1 mourn not for you^ ;

For morn is approaching', your cnarins to restore

,

Ferfum'd with fresh fra^ance', and glitt'ring with dew*
Nor yet for the ravage of winter I mourn'

;

Kind nature the embryo blossom will save'

:

But when shall sprinc visit the mouldering urn'

!

O when shall nay aawn on the night of the grave'!

"Twas thus by the glare of false science betray'd',

That leads', to bewilder', and dazzles', to blind'

;

My thoughts wont to roam', from shade onward to shads'
Destruction before me', and sorrow behind'.

O pity', great Father of light', then \ cried'.

Thy creature who fain wpuM rot wander A '>ri thee'!
Loj humbled in dusf, I re^iM'tuiiiii luy pride';

From doubt^ aitd from darkness' thou only canst free*

**And darkness' and doubt^, are now flying away'

;

No longer I roam in conjecture forlorn'

:

So breaks on the traveller', faint and astray'.

The brighC and the balmy' effulgence of mom'.

And beautv immortal', awakes from the tomb'.**

WEkTTim.

\
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SECTION II.

7'he beggai^t ptlUian,

PITY the torrvwfl ofa poor old man^
Whose trembling limnfi have borne liim to 71

WhoM days are dwindled to the shortest span^

;

Oh ! give relier, and Heaven will bless your itort\

t These tatter'd clothesmy poverty bespeak^

;

These hoanr locks^, proclaim my lensthen'd yttifl^i
And many a nirrow in my grief-worn cneek^,
Has been the channel to a flood of tearB\

8 Yon house', erected-on the rising ground',
With tempting aspect drew me from my rmuf

;

For plenty there a residence hns found',
And grandeur a magnificent abode\

4 Hard is the fate of the infirm and poor^!
Here', as I cray'd a morsel of their bread',

A panip«.'r'd menial drove mr, from the door',
To Hvek a shelter in an humbler shed\

& Oh' ! take me to your hr)spitahle donne^

;

Keen blows the wind', and piercing is tho ooM^

'

Short is my |xtssagc to the friendly tomb'

;

For 1 am poor', and miserably old\

6 Should I reveal the sources of my ^ ief,

If soft humanity e*er touch 'd your breasf.

Tour hands would not withhold the kind relier;

And tears of pity', would not be represr.

7 Heay'n sends misfortunes^ ; why should we repimH^
'Tis Heaven has brought me to the state you mo

And your condition may be soon like mine
|

The child of sorrow' and of misery^

8 A litths farm was my paternal lot^

;

Then', like the lark', 1 snrightlr haiPd the mom*
But ah' ! Oppression forcedme from my cof,

My cattle uied", and blighted was my cdro\

My daughter', once the comfort ofmy agn',

JLiur'd by a villain from her native home',
IS cast abandon'd on the world's wide stage',

And doom'd in scanty {poverty to roam\

10 Mf tender wife', sweet soother ofmy rare'

!

Btruck with sad an^ish at the stem decree ,

Feir, llnz^ing fell', a victim lo despair'

;

And leh the world to wretchedness' and

;,A«;' .•'...'-:i.-i>.^ .iii*(.
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11 Jfity Uie Burrows of a poor old man', ^

Whose trembling limbs have borne liim to your door
Whose da3's are dwindU^d to the shortest span^

:

Oh! give relief, and Heav'n will bless your 8tore\ ^

7* ; SECTION III.

''-". -,: Unhappy dose of lift,

HOW shocking must thy summons be", O Death" I

To him that is at ease in his ))ossessions^

!

Who', counting on long years of pleasure here",

Is (luite unfuniish'd for the world to come^

!

In tnat dread moment', how the frantic soul

Raves round the walis of her clav tenement^

;

Runs to each avenue', and shrit^Ks for help^

;

But shrieks in vain^ ! How wishfully she lookft

Cii all she's leaving', now no longer hers^

!

t A little longer^; yet a little longer^

;

O might she stay to wash awav her stains'

;

And fit her for her passage^ ! Mournful sight^

!

Her very eyes weep bl«)od^ ; and ev'ry groan
She heaves is big with horror\ But the foe",

Like a staunch murd'rer", steady to his purpose"
Pursues her close", thro' «v'ry lane of life'

;

Nor misses once the track" ; but presses on",

Till', forc'd at last to the tremendous verge",

At once she sinks to everlasting ruin\

—

r. blair.

SECTION IV.

Ekg}i to pity.

HAIL, lovely powV ! whose bosom heaves th« Bigh"|

'When fancy paints the scene of deep distress^

;

Whose tears', spontaneous', crystallize the eye",

When rigid fate/, denies the pow'r to bless\

f Not all the sweets Arabia's gales convey
From flow'ry meads', can with that sigh compare^

j

Not dew-drops gliltring in the morning ray",

Seem near so beauteous as tliat falling tear\

8 Devoid of fear", the fawns around thee play^

;

Emblem of peace", tiie dove before thee flies^

;

No blood-stain'd traces', mark thy blameless way" ;

Beneath thy feet', no liapless insect dies^.

4 Come", lovely nymph', and range the mead with m«^,
To spring the partridge from thejguileful foe^:

From secret snares the struggling bn-d to free^;

AjtmI Btop the Jiand uprais'd to giv<> tlie hlow^
i»2n
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Chap, 5. Pathetic Piecet, >^19
I And when the atr with heat meridian glows',

. ^^
,^^.>. .

And nature droops beneath the conqu'rin^ gleam'',

Let us', slow wand'ring when* the current flows',

Save sinking flies that float along tlie strecim'. -^ V

8 Or turn to nobler', greater tasks thy care',

To me thy sympathetic gi fts imnart ^

:

Teach me in friendship's griefs to near a share', t

;

And justly boast the gcn'rous feeling heart\

t Teach me to sooth the helpless orphan's griefs j ^

With timely aid', the widow's woes assuage^

;

To mis'ry's moving cries to yield relief

:

And be the sure resource of drooping age\

I So when the genial spring of life shall fade'.

And sinking nature own the dread decay^.

Some soul congenial then may lend its aid',

And gild the close of lire's eventful day\ ^

SECTION V.

F«rtef tupposedto be writlen by Jlhra.nder Selkirk^ during kit

twuary abode in the Island ofJuan Femandt**

I
AM monarch of all I survey^,

IMy right there is none to dispute'
» ,

From tne centre^ all round to the sea', "^^
.

1 am lord ofthe fowl' and the brute\
Oh solitude'! inhere are the charms',
That sages have seen in thy face^ ?

Better dwell in the midst of aiarms\
Than reign in this horrible place'.

t I am out efhumanity's reach''

;

1 must finish my journey aione^

;

Never hear the sweet music of speech^

;

I start at the sound ofmy own\
The beasts that roam over the plain',

My form with indilTerence see''

:

..,j-^

They are so unacquainted with man', i
"^-'

| ^
Tneir tamcness is sliocking to me\ ^•i'

S Society^ friendship\ and love',

Divmely bestowM upon man',

Oh had 1 the wings of a dove', <

How soon would 1 taste you again^

!

Mt sorrows I then mij^ht a^-snage

In the ways of religion' and truth^

;

Might learn from the wisdom of age',

And be checr'd by the sall'es of youth'
,(s;»f)

„,,(CT?4SR%«S
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4 Rriigioii'' * what treasure untold^,

Beflkles in that heavenly word^

!

More precious than silver^ or gold%
Or all that tiiis earth can anord\

Biit the lound of the church-goinff belK,

These Tallies^and n ^ks' never heard''

;

Ne*er sif^hM at the sot^nd of a kneir.

Or smil*d when a sabbath appearM\ f

i Te winds that have made me your si>ort'»

Convey to this desolate shore'',

Some cordial endearing report
Ofa land I shall visit no mnre\

My friends^ do tliey now and then send
A wish^ or a thought after me' ?

O tell me I yet have a friend",

Though a friend I am never to see\

• How fleet is a glance of the mind^

!

Compar*d with the speed of its flight^,

The tempest itself lags oehind",

And the swift-ivinged arrows of light\

When 1 think ofmy own native lana.
In a moment I seem to be there^

;

Buf, alas' ! recollection at hand',

Soon hurries me back to de8pair\

7 But the sea-fowl is gone to her nest'

Tlie beast is laid down in his lair^

Even here is a season of rest'.

And 1 to my cabin rcpair\

There's mercy in •very place^

;

And mercy'—encouraging thoughf
Qives even a/IVtc/tona grace',

And reconciles man to his lor.—K^owpca.

SECTION VI.

GralUude,

WHEN all thy mercies', tKir,;^ (Jod'

!

My rising soul surveyn^,

TVausported with the view', Vm lost

In wonder\ love', and praise\

t^ O how shall words', with etj^ual warmth', ..:
j-^

The gratitude decljure'.

That clows witliin my ravished heart^ ?

But fAou canst read it there\

i Thy providence my life sustained'.

And all my wants rcdresl'

:v^'^
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fillip. 3. Pathetic Pi<T€9. Stf
When in die silent womb I lay',

And hung upon the brea8t\ "

4 To all my weak complaints^ and cries'

Thy raercy lent an ear'.

Ere yet my Teenle thoughts nad leam'd'i
To form themselves in pray'r^.

5 Unnumbered comforts to my souK,
Thy tender care bestowM',

Before my infant heart conceived

From whom those comforts flow*d\

6 When', in the slipp'ry paths of voutll',

Withheediess steps', I ran

,

Thine araf, unseen', conveyed me safe',

And led me up to man\

7 Through hidden dangers^ toils\ and deathi',
It gently clearM my way^

;

And through the pleasing snares ofvice^
More to be fear'd than they^.

8 When worn with sickness', oft hast thou',
With health renew'd my face^

;

And', when in sins^ and sorrows sunk',
Revived my soul with grace\

9 Thy bounteous hand', with worldly bliss',

Has made my cuj) run o'er^

:

And', in a kind^ and faithful friena',

Has doubled all my store\

10 Ten thousand', thousand precious gifts'.

My daily thanks employ^

;

Nor is the least a cheerful hearf,
That tastes those gifts withjoy\

11 TI»rou2h cv'ry period ofmy life',

Thy goodness I'll pursue^

;

And', after death', in distant worlds', -^r^^'''-

The glorious theme renew\

IS When nature fails', andday^ andniglif
Divide thy works no more',

My ever-grateful hearf,O Lord'

!

Thy mercy shall adore\

13 Through all etemit}'', to thee',

A joyful song I'll raise^

;

For iyi oteniitT*8 too short

To utter all thy prai8o\

—

addisow
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SECTION VII.

Part t.

man perishing in the snoio ; from whence rtJUdiont
raised on the misents of life,

AS thus the snows arise ; and foul and fierce,

All winter drives aiun$; the darkened air
;

Fn his own loose-revolving field, the swain
DisasterM stands ; sees other hills ascend,

Of unknown joyless brow ; and other scenes.

Of horrid prospect, shag; the trackless plain ;

Nor finds the river, nor the forest, hid
Beneath tiie formless wild ; hut wanders on,

From hill to dale, still more and mor^ astray

;

Impatient flouiwing throuji;h the driftwi hfeaps.

Stung with the thoughts of home ; the thoughts of hom*
Jiush on his nerves, and call their vigour forth
Ik many a vain attempt.

How sinks his soul

!

What black despair, what horror fills his heart

!

When, fortl^e dusky spot, which fancy feign'd

His tufted cottage rising through the snow,
He meets the roughness of the middle waste,
Far from the track, and blest abode of man

;

While round him night resistless closes fast,

And ev'ry tempest howling o'er his he^d.
Renders the savage wilderness more wild.

Then throng the busy shapes into his mind,
Of cover'd pits, unfathomahly deep,
A dire descent, beyond the pow'r offrost

!

Of faithless bog*; of preclpires huge.
Smoothed up with snow ; and what is land, unknown
What water, of the still unfrozen spring.

In the loose marsh or solitary lake,

^here the fresh fountain from the bottom boils.

These check his fearful steps ; and down he sinks
Beneath the shelter of the shapeless drift.

Thinking o'er all the bitterness ofdeath,
MixM with the tender anguish nature shoots
Through the wrung bosom of the dying man,
His wife, his children, and his friends unseen.
In vain for him th'oliicious wife prepares

,

"

"

Tlie fire fair-bla-sins;, and the vestmentwarm

,

In vain his little chiidren, peeping out
Into the mingled storm, demand their sire,

With tears of artless innocence. Alas!
Nor wife, oor children, more shall he behofS

:

<»6f)
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Nor fnends, nor sacred homo. On every nerve
The deadly winter seizes ; shuts up sense

;

And, o'er his inmost vitals creepin}j,*oold,

Lays him along the snows a stinen'd corse,

Stretch'd out, and hieaching in the northern blast
t Ah, little think the gay licentious proud.
Whom pleasures, pow'r, andailluence surround;
They who their thoughtless hours in giddy mirths
And wanton, often cruel riot, waste

;

Ah little think they, while they dance along)
How many feel, this very moment, death)
And all the sad variety of pain

!

How many sink in the devouring flood,

Or more devouring flame! How many bleed)

IW shameful variance betwixt man and man

!

7 How many nine in want, and dungeon glooms,
Shut from tiie common air, and common use
Of their own limbs ! How many drink the cup
Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread
Of misery ! Sore piercM by wintry winds,
How many shrink into the sordid hut
Of cheerless poverty ! How many shake
With all the fiercer tortures of the mind.
Unbounded passion, madness, guilt, remorse

!

8 How many, rack'd with honest passions, droop
In deep retir'd distress! How many stand
Around the death-bed of their dearest friends,

And point the parting anguish ! Thought, fond man.
Ofthese, and all the thousand nameless ills,

That One incessant struggle render life,

One scene of toil, of suffering, and of fate, "*^

Vice in his high career would st.indappaird,

And heedless rambling impulse learn to think (

The conscious heart of charity would warm,
And her wide wish benevolence dilate

;

Tho social t*iar would rise, the social sighi: .

-

And into clear perfection, gradual bliss,

llefining still, tiie social passions work»—TttOib^Oft

SECTION VHL J^^

THESE are th)r glorious works, pafent of good,
Almighty, thine this universal frame,

Thus wonn'rous fair; thyselfhow wondVuusthev
Unspeakable, who sitt'st above these heavens,
To us invisible, or dimly seen

air

m:

*
•*

^

"-'i-V

.jr^

tm

.i:.-i^h.:. U^'Ailr-y^

:..nw2l^^'. ... iit'rkiria^iitxyiiMi^tuiaii'^i.



218

4'

The English Reader,
Ck

In these thy luwer works
;
yet tliese declare

Thy goodness beyond thought, and pow'r diTUMb

( Speak ye who best can tcli, ye sons oflight,

Anffels ; for ye behoUl him, and with sonjgs

And choral symphonieR, day without night.

Circle his throne rejoicing; ye, in heaven,
On earth,join all ye creaturos to extol

Him first, Him last, Him midst, and wHhout end.
Fairest of stars, last in the train of night,

If better thou belong not to the dawn,
Sure pledge of day, that crown*st the smiling mom
With thy brij^iit cndet, pr.iise him m thy spnere,
While day arises, thai sweet hour of prime.
Thou sun, of this great world, both eve and soul,

Acknowledge him thy greater, sounu his praise

In thy eternal course, both when thou climb*st,

. And when high noon hast gnin'd, and when thou fallt't*

Moon, that no\> meet'st the orient sun, now fly*8t,

'With the fix*d stars, fix d in their orb that fties;

And ye five other wandVmg fires that move
In mystic dance, not without song, resotmd
His praise, who out of darkness cali'd up light.

Air, and ye elements, tlie eldest birth

Ofnature's womb, that in quaternion run
Perpetual circle, multifonn, and mix
Ana nourish all things ; let your ceaseless change
Vary to our great maker stiil new praise.

Ye mists and exhalations that now rise

From hill or steaming lake, dusky or j^ray,

Till the sun paint your fleecy skirts with gold,
In honour to tlie world s great author rise

!

Whether to deck with clouds th* uncolour'd sky,
Or wet the thirsty earth with falling showers,

Rising or falling, still advance his praise.

His praise, ye winds, that from four quarters blow,
Breathe soft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye pinesi
Witli ev*ry plant, in sign ofworsliip wave.
Fountains, and ye that warble as ye flow
Melodious murmursj warbling tune his praise.

Join voices, all ye livmg souls ; ye birds, , . ^ ^
That anging, u^ to h(Mvcn*s gate ascend, "

Bear on your wings and in your notes his prmc
Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk
The earth, and stately tread, or lowly creep {

Witneuifl be silent, morn or even,

I
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To hill, or vallejr, fountain, or fresh shade
Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise.
Hail,^ UNIVERSAL Lord ! be bounteous still

To give us only good ; and if the night
Has gathered aught of evil, or concealed,

Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark.

—

milto»

fl»

CHAPTER VI.
PROMISCUOUS PIECES.

bjiCTiON I.

Ode to content,

OTHOU', the nymph virith placid eye' •

O seldom founds yet ever nigh"

!

Receive my template vow^

:

Not all the storms that shake the pole'

Can e'er disturb thy halcyon soul',

And smooth^, unalter'd bro\v\

t O come', in simplest vest array'd',

With all thy sober cheer display'd',

To bless my longing sighr

;

Thy mien compoH'd% thy even pace\
Thy meek regard**, thy matron giace',

And chaste subdu'd delight\

8 No more by varying passions ^^at',

O gently guide my pilgrim Teet

To find tiiy hermit ccil^

;

Where in some pure and equal sky',

Beneath thy soft indulgent eye',

The modest virtues dwell\

4 Simplicity', in atf'c vesf

,

And Innocence', with candid breasf,

And clear undaunted eye'

;

And Hope^, who points to distant years', ^^
Fair', opening thro' thi» vale ofteara', .s"'-^'^

A vista to the sky^, -**

5 There Health' , thro' whose calm bosom glidi^,

The temp'ratejoys in even tide', , .

That rarnlv ebb"" or flow'

'wt^-r^'

!>*pf^^^%«!lP^

And Patience tnere', thy sister meek
Presents her mild', unvarying cheelr.

To meet the offered blow\

^ Her influence taught the Phrydau sagef'

A tyrant master's wanton rage

,

With settled smiles', to meet^

:

~.^.' < tfA'^V^*'
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lnur*d to toil^ and bitter Lread',

Hj bow'd his mee.it', submitted head',

And kiss'd tliy sainted feet\

I But tnou', O nymph', retired' and coy'

!

In what brown iuimlet dost tliou ]oy

To tell thy tender tale" ?

The lowliest"chiUlren of the {ground',

Moss-rose'' and violet', blosdum round',

And lily of the vale\

8 Osay what soft propitious hour

I best may choose to iiail thy powV,
And court thy gentle sway^ ?

When autumn', friendly to the muse", v

Shall thy own modest thits diffuse',

And shed thy milder daj'' ?

9 When eve', her dewy star beneath'',

Thy balmy spirit loves to breathe',

And evVy storm is laid' ?

ffsuoii an hour was e'er thy choice'.

Oft let me hear thy soothing voice',

Low whispVmg through the shude\

—

bariauj •*

SECTION ir.

The filiepherd and the philosopher,

REMOTE from cities liv'd a swain',

Unvex'd with all the cares of gain^

;

His head was silver'd o'er with age',

And long experience made him sage^

;

In summer s heaO and winter's cold',

He fed his flock', and penn'd the fuld';

His hours in cheerful labour flew',

Nor envY^ nor ambition' knevv^

:

His wisdom^ and his honest fame',
Through all the country', rais'd his name

.

% A deep piiilosopher' (whose rules

Ofinnral life were drawn from schools')

The shepherd^s homely cottage sou^ht^.

And thus explored his reach orthou[;hi\
" Whence is thy learning'' ? Hath thy toil

0*er lM)oks consum'd the midnight oil'

?

Hast thou old Greece and Hume survey'd',

And the vast sense of Plato weigh'd' ?. ^,-. "^

flath Socrates thy soul leAu'd', "*
T

And hast thou fathomM TuUy's mind' ?

Of, like the wise Ulysses' thrown',
''

i3y various fates', on reahuii unknown'.

CA
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Chap. 6. Promiacnous Piect*, 23t
Hast thou through many cities strayM
Their customs', laws', and manners weich'if?

'

mu 1 I 1 .1 .i....*.i.. ^i:^-i'
^
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To read mankind^ their laws' and arts*

;

For man is practis'd in disgjuise''

;

He clioats the most discerning eyes^.

Who by that search shall wiser grow^ ?

By that ourselves we never know^.
Tne httle knowledge I have gainM',
Was all from simple nature drainM^

;

Hence my life's maxims', took their rise',

Hence grew my settled hate of vic4i\

The daily laboura of the bee'»

Awake my soul to indu3trv\
Who can observe the careml anl',

And not provid*^ for future want^ ?

My dog' (the trustiest of his kind')

With gratitude in (lames my mind\
I mark !iis true', his faithful Avay",

And', in my service', copy Tray\
In constancy and nuptial love',

I learn my duty from the dove\
The hen','who from the chilly air',

VVith pious wing', protects her care*,

And ev'ry fowl tiiat flies at large'.

Instructs me in a parent's charge\
From nature too 1 take my rule',

To shun contempt* and ridicule^

I never', with imj)urtant air',

In conversation overbearV
Can grave and formal pass for wise*,

When men the solemn owl despise'?
My tongue within my lips I rein"'

;

F<jr who talks much' must talk in vain\
We from the wordy torrent fly': firts<--'

Who listens to the chatt'ring pye'' ?
Nor would r, with felonious flight^.

By stealth invade my neighbour's right\
liapacious animals we hate""

;

Kites\ hawks , and wolves', deserve their fate\
Do not we just abhorrence find'

Against the toad and srn)ent kind' ?
But envy\ cal'jmny\ ana spite'.

Bear stronger venom in their bite\
T8 **#) \

#
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Thui evVy object ofcreation

,

Can furnish hints to contemplation^

;

And'', from tl»c most minute^ and mean',
A virtuous mind can morals glean\*'

; "Thy fame isjnstV the sage replies',

"Thy virtue proves thee truly wiseS
Pride often guides the author's pen\
Books as affected arc as men^

:

But he who studies nature's laws',
From certiin truth his maxims dravrs^

;

A nd those', without our schools^ suffice

To make men moral', good% andfwi8o\''—oAf

.

SECTION ill.

Tht road to happmeuopento all nun,

|H happiness^ our being's fend' and aimM
Oooa\ piea8ure\ ease', content* ! whatever thy nama^}

That sometlimi; still which prompts th' eternal sighl',

For which wc bear to live', or dans to die^:

Which still so near us',vet beyond us lies^

;

0'erlook'd\ seen double', by the fool' and wlse^;

Plant of celestial seed', ifdr<»pt below',

Say', in what mortal th'\ thou dei^n'st to grow^?
f Fair op'ning to some court's propitious shrine',

Or deep with diamonds in the flaming mine''

?

Twia'd with the wreaths Parnassian laurels yield',

Or reap'd in iron harvests of the field^ ?

Where grows^ ? whete grows it not^ ? ifvain our toiK,

We ouglit to blame the culture^ not tiie soil'.

Fix'd to no spot is happiness sincere'

;

Tis no where to be found', or ev'^ry where^

;

'TIS never to be bouglit\ but always free^

;

And', fled from raonarchs', St. John' ! dwells wUh thee\
Ask ofthe learn'd the way\ The l€^am'd arc blind^

;

This bids to starve', and that to shun mankind^

:

Some place the bliss in action', some in ease^

;

Hiose call it pleasure', .mi contentment these^

:

Some sunk to beasts', find pleasure end in pain^

;

Some swelled to gods', confess ev'u virtue vain^

:

Or indolenf, to each extreme they falK,

To titist in ev'ry thing', or doubt of aH\
Who thus define if, say they more^ or less

Than this', that happiness' is happiness^ ? ^ -^

Take nature's path', and mad opinions leave'',

All states can reach if, and all heads conceivcf^

;

Obvious her good.<, in no extreme they dwalT t

'*-^
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Them needs but tiiinking right", and meaniiiK wttt ,

And mourn our various portions as we please',

Eoual is common sense , and common easeS
Remember^, man', *' tlie universal cause',

Acts not by partial', but by gen'ral laws^ r
And makes what happiness wejustly call',

Subsist not in the good of one', but all^.—

p

SECTION IV.

The goodness ofProvuUnee,

THE Lord my pasture shall prepare',

And feed me with a shepherd^s rare^

;

His presence shall my wants supply',

And guard me with a watchful eye^

;

My noon-day walks he shall attend',

And all my midnight hours defcnd\

f When in the sultry glebe I faint\

Or on the thirsty mountains pant'

;

To fertile vales\ and dewy meads',
JVfy weary wana'ring steps he leads'.

Where peaceful rivers', soft^ and slow',

Amid the verdant landscape flow\

S Tho* in the paths of death I tread'.

With gloomy horrors overspread'.

My steadfast heart sh.dl fear no ill'

,

For thou', O Lord', art with mc stiir

:

Thy friendly crook shall give me aid',

And guide me through the dreadful sbadeN
4 Tho* in a bare and rugged way'.
Through devious lonely wilds I stray'.

Thy bounty shall my pains beguile^

;

The barren wilderness shall smile'.

With sudden greens^ and herbage' crown'd',
^'

And streams shall murmur all around^i—•BMiOJl.

SECTION V.

.„ifr<^fi^^^lk^'-^

„^-j<r

T'
7%f Creator's works attest hisgrealfwu*

IHE spacious firmament on high'.
With all the blue ethereal sky',

And spangled beav'ns', a shining frame',

Their great Original proclaim^

:

Th* unwearied sun', from day^ to day.
Does his Creator's pow^r display'.

And publishes to ev'rj land'.

The work of an Almighty nand\

":$.
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t Soon as the evening si 'idcs prevniK,

The moon takes up the wond'rous tale^

;

And', nightly', to the liat'ning earth',

Repeats the story of her hirth^

;

Whilst all the stars that round her bum\
And all the planets in their turn',

Confirm the tidings as they roll',

And B))rcad the truth from pole' to polo\

S What thouch', in solemn silence', all

Move round the dark terrestrial balh

!

What tho' nor real voice^ nor sound', \,

Amid their raJiani orbs be found^ I

In reason's ear they all rejoice'.

And utter forth a glorious voice^

;

For ever singing as they shine',
** The hand that made us', is DivineV—AODiioir.

SECTION VI.

Jin addrtss to the Deity.

OTIIOU'! whose balance docs the mountains weigh
^Vhose will the wild tumultuous seas obey'*.

Whose breath ctm tui"i tl^osip wat'ry worlds to flame',

iMiat flame to tempnsr,and that tempest tame":
Ejirth's meanest son', ail f embling', prostrate falls',

And on the bounty of thy goodness ralls\

t O' ! give the winds all past oflence to sweep',
To scatter wide', or bury in the deep\
Thy pow'r\ my weakness', may 1 ever see'.

And wholly dedicate my soul to thee\
Reign o'er my will^ ^ my passions ebb and flow
At thy command', nor human motive know*"

!

If anger boiK, let anger be my praise'.

And sin the graceful indignation raiae\ i:

My lore b** warm to succour the distressed',

And lift tlwj burden from the soul opprc8s'd\

8 O may my understanding ever rend
This glorious volume which tliy wisdom made^

!

IVLiy sea' and land\ and earth^ and heav'n', be join*d^,

To oring th' eternal Author to ray mind^ I

When oceans ronr', or awful thunders roll'.

May thoughts of thy dread vengeance', shake my ioirf*

'

When earth's in bloom\ or planets proudly shine

,

Adore', my hcarf, the Majesty divme"^ 1

4, Grant I may ever', at the morning ray',

Opmt with prayer the consecraC^jd dtiy^

;

ifg)
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Tune thv great i)ruisti\ and bid my soul arise',

And witntiie mounting Hiin asoHnd tlu; slviud^

;

As thHt advHnctis', let my z.jal improve/,
And glow with ardour orconsmninatu lovo^

;

.'

Nor ceasiiat eve", but with thu Kctting sun',

My endless worship shall be Htill brguti\

5 And oh'! permit the plooin »»r solemn night',

To sacred thought may forcihly invite*.

When this world's shut\ and awful planets vUit\

Call on our minds', and raise them to the skies^

;

Compose our souls with a less da/y.ling si;;lit',

And show all nature in a milder light''

;

How ev*ry boist'rous thought in calm subsides^

;

How the smooth'd spirit into goodness glides^

!

6 Oh how divine' ! to tread the milky way'.

To tlie bright palace of the Lord of l)ay^

;

His court admire\ or for his favour i^ue',

Orlcacues of friendship with his saints renew^

;

Pleas'cl to look down and see thft world asleep'

;

While I long vigils to its Founder keep^ I

Canst tliou n't shake the cetitre' ? Oh control^
Subdue by force', the rebel in my soul'

;

Thou', who canst still the raging of the flood',

Restrain the various tumults of my blood
;

Teach me', with equal IJrmness', t<> sustain

Alluring pleasure', and abs<iulting ]>ain\

y O may I pant for thee in each desiri;'

!

And with strong faith foment the lioly fire^

!

Stretch out my soul in lu)pe\ and grasp the prize',

Which in eteriiity's deiM) bosom lies""

!

At the great day of recJmpense beiiold',

Devoid of feai*', the fatal book unfold'

!

Then', wafted upward to tiie blissful se.af,

From age"^ to age' my grateful song repeat'

;

i^
My Light', my Life', my God', my Saviour' «ee',

ngels in the praioe of thee' I—?oi

»••

-h

'^'im.

ST"

And rival an; »u^u.

SECTIOiN Vil.

The pursuit ofhapjnness often ill-diredid,

THE midn'.glit moon serenely smiles
O'er nature's toft repose'

;

No low'rinj^ cloud obscunjs the sky',

Nor rutlimg tempe^jL blows'.

i Now ev'ry passion sinks to rest',

The thronbing heart lies still

•I-

'^
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And varying schemes of lire no more
Diitracr tlie lab'ring will\

9 In lilence hu8h*d to reason's voice" /^

Attends each mentui powV

:

\ J I ;;^

Come% dear Emilia^ and eiijoy v irV r'

Reflection's favVitc hour\

4 Come", while Che peaceful scene mvitet
Let*j search this ample round^

;

Where shall the lovely fleeting form
Of happiness be fuund^ ?

ft Does It amidst the frolic mirth
Of eay assemblies dwcIK

;

Or hide beneath the solemn {^loom

,

That shades tiie hermit*s cell^ ?

• How oft the laughing brow ofjoy^,
A sirJc'uing heart conceals^

!

And'^f througn the cloistor^s deep recess".
Invading sorrow steals\

t In vain', through beauty\ fortune\ wif
,

The fugitive we tniee^

;

Itdwe"a not in thb iVtiuucus SRilk".

ThatbriglitensClodia'sface". '

< Perhaps thejoy to these dcny'd",
The heart'in friendship fincs^

:

Ah'! deardeIusion\ gay conceit"
Of visionary minds^

!

t Howc'er our varying notions rove',

Yet all agree in one',

To place its being in some state',

At distance from our own''.

i% O blind to each invlulgent aim',
Of power suprunioiy wise',

Who fancy haiij)inu8s in lught'
The hand or rieav'n denies^

!

It Vain is alike the joy we sepk\
And vain wiiat we possess',

Unless harmonious reiison tunes
lhepus»ion3 intopcaee\ ,^,. ,3^

It To tem]M>r'd wishes\ just desires',
'

' ;

Is happhiesM coiifinM'

;

And', deaf to folly's call', attends

Riinic of thi! miud\—c.^RrRR.

Chi

A.
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^ SECTION Vill.

Tht Fire-Side,

DEAR Chloe', while the busy croivd^
The Tain\ the weaHliy\ and tlie proudV

In folly^fl maze advance'

;

Tho' singularity and pride

Be caird ouf choice", we'll step aside!',

Norjoin the };iddy dance\

8 Fi*om the gay world', we'll oft retire

To our own . mily^ and fire',

Where love our hours employs^

;

No noisy neighbour enters here\
No intermedaling stranger near'.

To spoil our heart-felt Joys^.

S [fsolid happiness we prize'.

Within our breast this jewel lies^

;

And they are fools who roam^

:

The world has nothing to bestoiv"

;

From our own selves our ioys must flow',

And that dear hut, our nome\
4 Of rest wab Noah's dove bereft'.

When with impat'ent wing she left

"That safe retreat', the ark^

;

Giving her vain excursion o'er^.

The disappointed bird once more
ExplorM the sacred bark\

i Tho* fools spurn Hymen*s centle pow'rt',
We', who improve his golden hours',

By sweet experience Icno^v',

That marriage rightly understood',
Gives to the tender^ and the good',
A paradise beIow\

I Our babes shall richest comfort brings
; ^

If tutored righf, they'll prove a spring
Whence jileasures ever nse^

:

We'll form their minds', idth sti^ouB carts

To all that's manly\ good\ and faur*.

And train them for the skies\

7 While they our wisest hours engage

,

They'll joy our youth% support our ags'
And crown our hoary hairs^:

They'll grow in virtue ev'ry day^.
And thi?! oUr fondest lovet repay'.

And recompense our carer.

iWffS^''
,^-
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8 No borrowM joys' ! they'iti all our otm^
"While to the'world we live unknown',
Or ])y the world forgot^

:

Monarchs' I we envy not your state^

;

We look with pity on tlie greaf

,

And bless our humbler lot^

9 Our portion is not large', indeed'

!

But then how little do we necd^

!

For nature's calls are few^ •

In this the art of living lies',

To want no mo'-o than may sufilce ,

And make that little do\

10 We'll therefore relish', with contenf,
Whate'er kind Providence has senf

,

Nor aim beyond our pow'r^;

For if our stock be very small',

*Tis prudence to enjoy it all',

Not lose the present hour\

1

1

To bo rcsignM', when ills betide^
Patient when favcirs are denied',

And pleas'd with favours giv'n'

:

Dear Chloe', this is wisdom's part^
j

This is that incense of the hearf.
Whose fragrance smells to heavV.

IX We'll ask no lon^ protracted treaf

,

Since winter-life is seldom sweet';
But when our feast is o'er^,

Grateful from table we'll arise',

lw«j.

"^Sfc-,*

Nor grudge our sons', with e«vious eyes',
The relics of our store\

Quit itsviin scenes without a tear\
"Witliout a trouble'' or a feai'',

And mingle with th^^. dead\

14 While conscience', like a faithful friend'.

Shall thro' the gloomy vale attend',

And cheei' our dying breath^

;

> ^
Shall', when all other comforts cease',

Like a kind angel whisper peace'.

And smooth the beu of death".—coTToy
(«f)
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SECTION IX.

229
''-.«''

Providence vindicated in the present state ofman,

HEAVN from all creatures' hides the book of fate
All but the page prescribM', their present state^

;

From brutes' what men\ from men' what spirito know^f
Or who could suffer l)eing here below^ ?

The Iamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-dajr',

Had he thy reason', would he skip and play' ?

Plejis'd to the last', fie crops the flowVy food', ^
fi

And licks the hand just rais'd to shed his blood\ K
'^

I Oh blindness to the future' I kindly j5iv'n'.

That each may fill the circle marked by Heav*n^

;

Who sees with equal eye', as God of all',

A hero perish', or a sparrow fall^

;

Atoms^ or systems' into ruin huri'd', *

And now a bubble bursf, and now a world\

S Hope humbly then"^ ; with trembling pinions scar^
Wait the great teacher'. Death' ; and Ood adore^.
What future bliss he gives not thee to know',
But gives that hope to be thy blessing now\
Hiipc springs eternal in the human breasr

:

Man never is', but always to be blest\
The soul', uneasy\ and confm'd from home',
Rests^ and expatiates' in a life to come\

4 Lo', the poor Indian' ! whose untutor'd mind ;

Sees God in clouds^ or hears him in the wind'
His soul proud science never taught to stray
Far as the Solar Walk^ or Milkv Way'
Yet', simple nature to his hope has givV,
Behind the cloud-topt hill', a humbler heav'n ;

Some safer world in depth of woodd embrac'd'
Some happier island in th>». watr'jr waste'

;

Where slaves once more their native land behold
No fiends tormenf, no Christians thirst for gold^

5 To be', contents his natural desire^

;

He asks no angePs wing', no seraph's fire :

But thinks', admitted to that equal sky',

His faithful dog shall bear him companv\
Go', wiser thou' ! mid in thy scale of sense',

Wci^h thy opinion against Providence^

;

Call imperfection what thou fanciest such^ ;
"^

Say here he gives too little', there too muchS—
6 In pride', in reas'ning pride', our error lies^;

All quit their sphere ,and rush into the skietN

\

A»V#*.
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' Pride still is aiming at the blest adodcH^

;

Men would be angels', anji^ls would lie gods\
Afpiling to be gods', if angels fell',

Afpiring to be angels', men rebel^

:

And who but wishes to invert the laws
OfomDEE', sins against th* eternai< gau8E\—fopb*

SECTION X.
Selfishness reproved,

XJ AS God^^thou fool'! worked solely for thy ^ood*

""t"^' 4

ChA

6T
H
N
A
V^

T
T
T

Joj tunes his voice',joy elevates his winjgs\
Is It for tliee the linnet pours his throaf r

Loves of his own', and ra])tures swell the note\

i Tlie bounding steed you pompously bestride^

Thine the full harvest of the golden yciK ?

Part'nays',and justljir', the dest'rvingsteer\

The nog', that ploughs nof, nor ob( ys tliy calK,

lArea on the labours of this lord ofali'.

Know', nature's children all divide her care^

;

The fur that warms a monarch', warm'd a bear'.

While man exclaims', ** See all things for my use^ !*

*See man for mine"! " replies a pamper'd goose\
And just as short of reason he must tall'.

Who thinks all made for one', not one for al^•

Grant that the povi Vful still the weak control"

;

Be man the wif and tyrant ofthe whole"

;

Nature that tyrant checks" : he only knows,
And helps another creature's wnnts^ and woes\
Say'y wul the falcon', stooping from above',

Smit with her varying plumage', spare thedoTe'?
Admirec thejay', thelnsect's gilded wings' ?

Or hears the hawk when Philomela sings'?

Man cares for all": to birds he gives his wood^,
To beasts his pastures', and to fish his floods^

;

For some his mfrcst prompts him to ^rovid»\
For more his pleasures', yet for more his prid9\
An fsd on one vain patron'j and enjoy
Th'aKtansive blessing ofhis luxury".
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6 That Tery life his learned hunger craves^
He aares from famine\ from me savage 8a?efl^

:

Nay', feasts the animal he dooms his reast^

;

And', till he ends the being^, makes it blestT

:

Which sees no more the stroke\ nor feels the pain',

Than favour'd man by touch ethereal 8lain\

The creature had his feast of life before^

;

Thou too must perish', when thy feast Is o'ei^ (-hpopb.

SECTION XL
Human fraiUy.

WEAK and irresolute is man^

;

The purfiose ofto-day'.
Woven with pains into his plan'.

To-morrow rends away\

ft The how well bent\ and smart the spring'

Vice seems already slain^

;

But passion rudely snaps the string',

And it revives again\

8 Some fc ^ to hia upriRlit intenf

,

Finds out his weaker parr

;

Virtue engages his assenf,
But pleasure wins his hoart\

4 "Tis here the folly of the wise',

Throiiffh all his art we view^

;

And vvhile his tongle the charge denies',

Hi<s conscience owrrs it true\

5 Bound on a voyage of awful length\
And dangtii's little known',

A stranger to superior strength',

Man vainly trusts liis own"".

6 But oa-^ alone can ne'er prevail

To r«ach the distant coast^5 .
— ^

The breatli of heav'n mdst swell IhesaiK,
Or all thtitoil is iobC.

—

cowpek.

- .
' SECTION xir

Ode to peace.

CI OMG', peace of mind', delightful guesIT

/ :U»;turn', and make thy downy nesf

,

Once more in tlfis sad heart^

:

Nor riches I', nor powV pureup',

Nor hold forbid lenjoys in view';
Wc therefore need not part*.

^^.m-fi'^^
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t Where wiltthuu dwell', if not with me', "
*

From av'ricc* and ambition freu',

And pleasure's fatal wiles'^

;

For whom', alas'! dost thou pn'jmre
The sweets that 1 was wont to t*iiHre',

The banquet ofthy smiles^ ?

8 The greaf, the gay', shall thi^y })artake

The heav*n that thou alone canst make'

;

*

And wilt thou quit th(> stream',

That murmurs through the dewv mead',
The grove a.id the sequester'd shade',

To be a guest with them' ?

4 For thee 1 panted\ thee I pri2*d\

For thee I gladly sacrificM

Whate'er I lovM before^

;

And shall I see thee start awaj'',

5
And helpless', hopeless', hear thee say'

Farewell', wc meet no more' ?—cowper,

SECTION Xlll.

Ode to adversity,

DAUGHTER of lleav'n', relentless powei^
Thou tamer of the human breast'.

Whose iron scourge\ and tort'ring hour',

The bad affrighf, afflict the besr

!

Bound In thy adaiiiautine chain',

The proud are taught to tafste of pain\
And purple tyrants vaiiily j^ro'an

Willi pangs unfelt before', unpitied' and alune\

a When first thy sire to send on earth
Virtue', his darling child', desij^hM',

^ To thee he gave the huHv'niy birth',

^^.^^ And bade to form her infant mind'.
'"V, Stem ruj^ged nurse' ! tliy rigid lore

With patience many a year she bore\
What 8on*ow was', thou bad'st h«ir know^

;

And from her own she learnM to melt at others wo
3 Scar'd at thy frown terrific', fly

Self-pleasing folly's iiile brood\
Wild laughter\ noise\ and thoughtless py'f
And leave us leisure to be good\
Light they disperse'' ; and with them go
The summer-friend', the flatt'ring foe^

By vain prosperity receivM',

T« her tliey vow their truth', and are again belieVdT

fy'titK # \^:^ :, jV:v*«w.v.»i*-.>.i* t-
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4 Wisdom", in sable garb airayM", ' •^-%;

Immers d in rapt'rous thoiiffnt profouml', ;t
' v**T

And melancholy', sileut maid',

Witli lesiden eye that loves the ground', ^ -
f

Still on thy solemn steps attend ;

•

'

Warm charity', the gen'ral fnend',
With j ustice to hei*sel f severe't

And pity', dropping soft the sadly pleasing t«ar\

5 Oh', gently', on thy suppliant's head'.
Dread power', lay thy eliast'ning hand^

!

Not in thy gorgon terrors clad',

Nor circled with the vengeful band',

(As by the impious thou art seen',J

With thundering voice', and threarning mi«n', "

With screaming horror's fun'ral cry',

Despair", and fell disease', and ghastly porerty'.

6 Thy form benign', propitious', wear", ,
-

Thy milder inff ienco impart^

;

Thy philosophic train be there', •
"

T I soften,^ not to wound my heart".

The gen'rons spark extinct revive^

;

Teach me to love', and to forgive^

;

Exact my own deflects to scan^

;

What others arc to feel' ; and know myself a man\ «AAf
SECTION XIV.

3^c creation required to praise its Aidhor.

BEGIN', my soul", th' exalted lay\» .

,

JiCt each enraptured thought obey',

And praise tli' Almighty's name*^

:

Lo' ! heaven' and earth\ and 8eas\ and skief", /

In one melodious concert rise',

'Pfi aivi^ll th* insnirinB" fh<»mp\

¥'1

; v*i»i

.
1

'»»;

To swell th* inspiring theme\

2 Ye fields of light', celestial plains',

Where gay transporting beauty reigns'

Ye scenes divinely fair"

!

Your Maker's wond'rous nowV proclaim^;

Tell he V he form'd your shinmg frame".

And hreatlid tne fluid air\

5 Ye angels', catch the thrilling sound'

!

While all th' adoring thrones .iround',

His boundless mercy sing^

:

Let ev'ry listening saint above'.

Wake art the tuneful soul of love'.

And touch the sweetest strirg^.
«« • r IT »
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4 Joui't 7^ loud iphorei^, the vocal choir^

;

Thou dasilinK orb of liquid fire",

The mighty chorus aid^

:

Soon »B gray evening gilds the plain", ^

Thou%inoon", protract the melting strain",

And praise him in the 8hade\

I Thou heaTV ofheav'ns", his vast abode"

;

Ye clouds^, proclaim your forming God",
Who caird yon worlds from nighr

:

<« Te shades dispel" !**—th' Eternal said"

;

At once th* mvolving darkness fled",

And nature sprung to Iight\

• Whate'er a blooming world contains".

That wings the air\ that skims th«£ plains",

United praise bestow^

:

Ye dragonsT. sound bis awful name
To heav'n aloud" ; and roar acclaim",

Ve swelling deeps below\
T Let ev*ry element reioice^

;

Ye thunders burst with awful voice",

To HIM who bids you roll^

:

His praise in softer notes declare",

Eacn whispering breeze of yielding air^,

And breathe it to the soul\

• To him", ye grateful cedars", bow^;
Ye tow'ring mountains", bending low".

Your great Creator own^

;

Tell",when affrighted nature shook".
How Sinai kindled at his look".

And trembled at his frown\
• Ye flocks that haunt the humble vale\
Ye insects fluttering on the gale",

^s,.^ In mutual concourse nse^

;

Crop the ^ay rose^s vermeil bloom%
And waft its spoils", a aweet perfume",

In incense to the 9kics\

10 Wake all ye mouifting tribes", and sing^

;

Ye plumy warblers of tile spring".

Harmonious anthems raise'

To HIM who shapM your finer mouldy
Who tipp'd your glittVing wings with gold",

Ana tun'd your voice to praise^.

11 Let man", by nobler passions sway'd", ^w^^

The feeling neart\ the judging head", '•
^

In hcav'nly praise employ^

;

Wmi%
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8prak*<k hit tremendous iuiiim around',
nil hcavVi bread arch rings back Hie i

The gen*ral burst ofjoy\
It Tewhom the charms of grandeur pleaaefV

Nurs'd on the downy lap ofease',
Fall prostrate at his throne^

:

Te princes\ rulers', all adore^

;

Prufle him', ye kincs', who makesyowpowV
An Image of hit own\

If Yt fair', by nature formM to more',
O ptaise tn' eternal source or lovb',

With youth's nnllT^ning fire^

:

Let ace taxe up the tuneful lay\
Sigh nis blessM name*^—then soar away'.

And ask an angel's lyre\—oeiLTii.

SECTION XV.
The umveraal prayer,

FATHER OF ALL' ! in evVy age',

In ev'ry clime', adorM',
By saint\ by 8aynge\ and l»y sage',

Jehovah\ Jov? , or LonT

!

f Tliou GREAT FIRST CAUSE', Icast undentootft
Who all my sense confina

To know but this', that Thcu art good',
And that myselr am b!ind^ j

5 Tet gave me', in this dark estate',

To see the good from ill^

;

And binding nature fast in fate',

Left ft-ee the human will\

4 What conscience dictates to be done^,
Or warrifl me not to do'.

This teach me more than hell to shun',

Thai more than heav*n pur8ue\

9 What blessings thy free bounty gfvei',

Let me not cast away^

;

For God ispaid% when man receitei',

T* enjoy% is to obcy\

6 Yet not to earth^s contracted Rpan',

Thy goodness let me bouncr,

Or thmk thee Lord alone of man'.
When thousand worlds are round'.

7 Let not this weak\ unknowing hand',

Preiume thy bolts to throW

;

_^.-.i>^-"i,
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And deal damnation round the land',

On each Ijud(;e thy foe\

8 If I am right", thy grace impart",
Still in the right to stay^

;

If I am wrong", oh teach my heart
To find that better way^

!

9 Save me alike from foolish pride".

Or impious discontent".

At aught thy wisdom has denied",
Or aught thy goodness lent\

10 Teach me to feel another's wo^
J

To hide the fault I see^

:

That mercy I to others show",
That mercy !»how to ir?«^\

1

1

Mean tho* I am', not wholly so", -

Since quiclcen'd by thy breath"

:

i O lead me wheresoe^'er ! go".

Thro' this day's life" or death\

tt This day", be bread^ and peace" my lot^ i

All else beneath the sun".

Thou know'st ifbest bestow'd or not".

And let thy will be done^.

IS To thee", whose temple is all space\
Whose altar", eartn\ sea\ skies" I

One chorus let all bein^ raise"

!

All nature's incense rise\

—

popk.

SEC^TIONXVI.
CoTisdence,

Otreach'rous conscience^ ! while she seemi to sleep

On rose^and myrtle", lull'd witli syren sonc"

;

"While she seems", nodding o'er her charge", tQ drop
On headlong appetite the slacken'd rein".

And give us up to license", unrecall'd",
'

Unmark'd' ;—see", from behind her secret stand',

The sly informer minutes ev'ry fault",

And her dread diary with horror filli'.\

f Not the gross act alone employs her pen"

;

She reconnoitres fancy's airy Dand\
A watchful foe' ! the mrmidabie spy^, : ^,

Listening o'erhears the whispers ofour camp^
; ^-,*

"^

Our dawning purposes of heart explores", - ?^'^r

.

And steals our embryos ofiniquity\

f As all rapacious usurers conceal"

Their doomsday-book from all-consuming heui't
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Thtif', with Indulgence most severe', slic treats

Us spendthrifts of inestimable tiinc^

;

Unnoted', notes each moment misapplv'd'

;

In leares more durable than li;aves of Drass".

Writes our whole history' ; which death shall read
III evjry pale delinauent^s private ear'

;

And judgment publish^
; publish to more worlds

Than Uiif' ; and endless age in groans resound'.

—

rovsm

SECTION XVII. :
'

;

On an infant,
'

• '

TO the dark and silent tomb'.
Soon 1 hastenM from the womb^ s

Scarce the dawn of life began',

Ere I measured out my 8pan\ t

£ I no smiling pleasures knew^

;

I no gay delights could view^

:

Joyless sojourner was f.

Only born to weep' and die\

—

8 Happy infant', early bluss'd'

!

Resf, in peaceful slumber', rest^

;

Early rescuM from the cares',

Which increase with growing years*.

4 No delights are worth thy stay'.

Smiling', as they seem', and gay*

;

Short and sickly are they all',

Hardly tasted ere they pall\

5 All our gaiety is vain\

All our laughter is but pain\
Lasting only', and divine',

Is an innocence like tliine\

SECTION XVIII.

The Cuckoo. -;
;

HA1L% beauteous stranger of the wood *
"

Attendant on the spring*

!

Now heav*n repairs thy rural seat'.

And woods tliy welcome sing*.
-

1 Soon as the daisy decks the green', ' • '

Thy certain voice we hear*

:

Hast thou a star to guide thy path',

Or mark tlie rolling year' ?

8 Delightful visitanf ! ^vith thee

I haili the time of flow'rs',
(31 ff)
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Vfhmk liMiT*n it fillM with muiic tWMt
Of birdsamong the bow*r8\

4 Th« idiool-boT'f wandVing in the wood',
To pull the now'ra bo gay^,

Sterv, thy ciirioui voice to hear',

AndimiUtetthylay'.

5 Boon ai the pea puta on the bloom',
Thou flVtt the vocal /ale%

An annual guesf, in other landa',

Another spring to huil\
^ • Sweet bird' ! thy bowV is ever green',

Thy sky is ever cloar^ t

Thou hast no sorrow in tny song'.

No winter in thy year^

!

7 O could 1 fly', rd fly with thee'

;

We'd maWi with social win(^.

Our annual visit o*er the ^lobe'.

Companions of the spnng\

—

logan.

SECTION XIX.
Day. A patlortd in threepofiM,

MORNINO.

IN the bam the tenant cock',

Close to Partlet perchM on high'.

Briskly crows' (the shepherd's clock'
!

)

Jocund tliat the morning's nigh',

t Swiftly', from the mountain s broiv',

Shadows', nurs'd bv night', n^tire^

;

And the peeping sun-beuin', now^.
Paints witn gold the village 8pire\

S Philohi«>.l forsakes t!ie thorn'.

Plaintive where she prates at nighf
And the lark to meet the rao. >/,

Soars beyond the shepherd's sightN

4 From the low-r<3ord cottjige rid^e'.

See tliechattVmg swallow 8pnn|{\
Dartincthrouxh the one-arch'd bridge'

Quick she dips her dappled wing\

f Now the pine-tree's wa\ ing top',

Gently greets the morning gaie\
Kidliii^, now', beein to crop

Daisies', on the dewy dale\

4 From the balmy sweets', uncloyd',

CBestiess till her task be dono^.) ''

PitHU
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Now th« busy bec^s emnloyM',
Sipping dew before the 8un\

T Trickling through the crevic'd rock\
Where the limpid stream distils',

t>w«ttt refreshment waits tlie fl<x:lc'.

When *tis sun-drove from the biikir.

• Colin's for the promised com%
(Ere the harvest hopes are ripeM

Anxious^ ;—whilst the huntsmaii'snomTf
Boldly sounding', drowns his pip«\

9 Rweef—O sweef, the warbling throng',

On the white emblossomM sprays

!

Nature^s universal song',

Echoes to the rising dajr^.

IfOOIf.

10 Fervid on the glitt'ring floods
Now the noontide radiance glowt^

:

Drooping o*er its infant bud^
Not a dew-drop's left the rose\

11 By the brook the shepherd dines'.

From the fierce meridian heaf

,

Sheltered by the branching pines'.

Pendant o'er his grassy 8eat\

It Now the flock forsai<esthe glade'.

Where', uncheck'd', the sun-beams fall\

Sure to find a tilcHfling shade'
By the i7y*a abbey w)iil\

IS Echo', in her airy round',

0*er the river\ rock\ and hfll',

Cannot catch a single sounds
Save the clackoryonder mill^.

14 Cattle court the sephyra bkind',

Where the streamlet wanders coo!*

;

Or with lan^id silence stand'
Blidway in the marshy poor.

15 But from mountain\de!!\oriti^eaiii'',

Not a fluttVing r^tphyr springi^

;

Fearful lest the noonticite beam

,

Scorch its soff, its silken wings\

11 Not a leaf has leave to stir^

;

Nature's lulFd^—4erene'~-^nd 8tIl^l

Quiet e*en the shepherd*! cur|
Sleeping on the beKth-cIad niir.

11
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17 Laneuid Is tlio landscape round",

Tnl the fresh descending; showV,
Grateful to the thirsty ground',

Raises ev'ry filiating flowV.

18 Now the hUl^—the hedj^e'—are green |

Now the warhlers' throat's in tune*

)

Blithsome is the verdant sc«no',

BrightenM by the beams of Noon*

!

EVENING.

19 OV.R the honth the heifer strays
Free^; (the furrowM task ts done*

;)

Now thv« village windows blaze',

Burnish 'd by the setting sun*.

80 Now he sets liehind the hill',

Sinking from a golden sky'

:

Can the p mriPs mimic skill'.

Copy the refulgent dye' ?

21 Trudging as the plotighmen go',

(To the smoking hamlet bound^)
Oiaiit-like their shadows grow",

Lengthrn'd o'er the level ground*.

82 Where the rising forest spreads
Shelter for the lordly clome'

!

To their higli-built airy beds'.

See the rooks returning home*

!

ts As the lark', with varyM tune%
Carols to the ev'ning loud'

;

Mark the mild resplendent moon'.
Breaking through 7« parted cloud*.

£ ( Now the hermit owiet peeps'.

From the bani' or twisted brake*

;

Aad the blue mist slowly creeps'^

Cmling on the silver lake*.

25 As the trout in speckled pride'i

Playful from its bosom springs'

)

To the banks a rutiled tide

,

Verges in successive rings*.

16 Tripping through the silken grass',

O er the path-divided dale',

Mark the rose-complexionM lass'.

With her well-pcls'd milking paS* (

t7 Linnets witli unnumberM notes', '

And the cuckoo bird with two',

Porll
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Tuning sweet tlieirmellow throats'',

Bid the setting sun adieut

—

CvvnUNNIMaUAH.

SECTION XX.
The order of nature,

SEE, tliro* tliis air, this ocean, and this earth,
All matter miick, and bursting into birth.

Above, how higli progressive life may go

!

Around, how wide! how deep extend below

;

Vast chain of being ! which from God began,
Nature ethereal, human ; angel, man

;

Beast, bird, fiiih, insect, what no eye can see,

No glass can reach j from infinite to thee.

From thee to nothmg.—On superior powVs
Were we to press, inferior miglit on ours

;

Or in the full creation leave a void,-

Whore, one step broken, the great scale's destroy'd •

From nature's chain whatever link you strike,

Tenth or ten thousimdtli, breaks the chain alike,

fi And, if eacii system in gradation roll,

A like essential to the nma%ing whole,
The least confusion but in one, not all

That system only, but the whole must fall.

Let earth, unhalunc'd from her orl>it fly.

And nature trembles to the throne of God.
All this dread order break—for whom ? for thee?
Vile worm ! Oh madness ! pride ! impiety

!

S What ifthe foot ordain'd the dust to tread,

Or hand, to toil, aspir'd to be the head ?

What if the head, the eye, or ear repin'd
To serve mere engines to the ruling mind ?

Ju3t as absurd for anj part to claim
To be another, in tins gen'ral frame

:

Just as absurd, to mourn the tasks or painii

The great directing mind of all ordains.

4 All are but parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body nature is, and God the soul:

That, chang'd thro* all, and yet in all the sainei

Great in the earth, as in th' ethereal frame

;

Warms in tiie sun, refreshes in tlie breeifv
Glows In the .stars, and hloflsoms in the trvn :

^'^i^
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Lives thro' all life, extends thro' nil extent,

Spreads iindivtdod, operates unspent

;

. Breathes in our soul, informs our mnrtHi part,

As full, a/ vffct, in a hair as heart

;

As full, as ptti'fect, io vile man that mourns.
As the rapt seraph that adores and hums

:

To him na high, no low, no great, no small

;

He fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all.

i Cease then, nor obdrr imperfection T?ame:
Our proper hiiss dep«ji)ds on whdt we hlame.
Know thy own point : this kind, this due degree
Of blindness, weakness, Heav'n bestows on theA
Submit.—In this, or any oliiorsphere,
Secure to bq as blest as thou canst bear

:

• Safe m the hand of one disposing PowV,
Or in the nata!, or the mortal hour.
All nature is but art, unknown to thee ;

All chance, direction, whi<!h thoti canst not see

;

All discord, harmony not understood

;

All partial evil, universal good ;

Aad, spite of Pride, in erring Reason's spite,

One truth is clear

—

whatever is, is right.—Poi

SECTION XXI.
Conjiikncc in Divine profedioji.

HOW are tliy servants bU'st, O L«»rd ! ,

How sure is their defence !•

Eternal wisdom is their guide.
Their help Omnipotence.

£ In foreign realms, and lands remote,
Supported by thy care,

Tlirourh burnin^i; climes I pass'd unhurt,

And breath'd m tainted air.

8 Thymercyiweeten'dev'rysoil,
Made ev'ry region please ;

The hoary Alpine lulls it warm'd,
And smooth'd the Tyrrhene seas.

4 Think, OmT soul, devoutly think,

How, ^v\tn affri^ited ey»«,

Thou saw'*t the wide extended deep
In ail itshorrors rise

!

ft Gonfu!if(»n dwelt in ev'ry Aice,

And fear In ev'ry heart,
.r^^^i^**^;
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6 \vA llien, from all my griefs, O Lord !

Thy mercy sot ine free

;

VYtiileiii tliecoulidence ofpiTiyV, '

My soul look hold on thee. *

7 For tlio* in dreadfal whirls we hung
High on the broken wave,

1 knew ttiou wert not slow to hear,
Nor impotent to save.

8 The fitorm was laid, the winds retfar*d,

Obedient to thy will

:

The sea tiiat roard at tny command,
At thy rommand was still.

9 In midst of dangers, fears, and deaths,
Thy goodness IMl adore

;

And praise thee for thy merdes past,
And humbly hope for more.

10 My life, if thou preserve n^y life,

Thy sacrifice shall be ;

And death, if death must be my doom.
Shall join my soul to thee.—Aooisopr.

SECTION xxri.
Hymn on a review of the seasoiis.

TFIESR, as they chanRe, Almij^hty Father ! these,
Are but thft varied God. The rolling year

Is full of thee. Forth in the pleasing spring

Thy beauty walks, Thy tenderness and love.

Wide flusli the fields ; the soft'ning air is balm
;

Echo the mountains round ; the forest smiles,

Andev'ry sense, and ev'ry heart isjoy.

I Then comes Thy glory in the summer months,
With light and heat refulgent. Then Thy sun
Shouts full perfection through the swelling vear; .,

And oft Thv voice in dreadful thunder speults

;

And oft at dawn, deep noon, or falling eve,

Uy brooks and groves, in hollow-\\ hispMng galei.

3 Thy bounty shines in autumn unconfin'd.

And spreads a common feast for all that lives.

In winte.r, awful Thou I with clouds and storms
Around Thee thrown, tempest o*er tempest rulHd,

Majestic darkness ! On the whirlwind^s wing,

liidmg sublime. Thou bidst the world adore

;

And humblest nature with Thy northern blast.

4 Mysterious round ! what skill, what force divine,

peep felt, in these appear ! a simple train,

243
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Yet 80 dollghtfUl inix*d. with inch kind iirt,

Such biiauty nnd licncficcnce cuml>in*d

;

Shade. unperceivM, so solX^ninj; into shnde,
And all so forming an hnrrnonious whole.
That as they still succeed, they ravish still.

9 But wandVing ofL with brute unconscious gnze,

Man marks not Thee, marks not the mighty hand,

Ch

Flings from the sun direct the flaming day

;

Feeds every creature ; hurls the tempest forth

;

And, ns on earth this grateful change revolves.

With transport touches all the springs of life.

6 Nature, aiiend ! join evVy living soul.

Iloneath the spacious temple oi the sky,

In adoration join ! and, ardent raise

One Kcnerul song

!

Ye, cliief, A>r wliom the whole creation smiles,

At once the head, the heart, and tongue of all,

Crown tiie great hymn

!

7 For me, when I forget the darling theme.
Whether tK ?. blossom blows ; the sunumr ray
Jlussets the plain ; insniring autumn gleams

;

Or winter rises in the black iiing eaBt

;

Be my tongue mute, my fancy paint no more.
And, dead to joy, forget my heart to bejit

!

Should fate command me to the farthest verge
Of the green earth, to distant oarb'rous clinu's,

Ilivers unknown to song ; where first tEie sun
Gilds Indian mountains^ or his setting beam
Flames on th' Atlantic isles ; 'tis nou<;ht to me

;

Since God is ever present, evor foil.

In the void waste as in the city full

;

And where he vital breathes there must be joy.

9 When e*en at last the solemn hour shall come.
And wing my mystic Hight to future worlds,
1 cheerful will coey ; there, with new pow'i-s,

Will rising wonders sing : 1 cai."ot go
Where UNIVERSAL uovk not smileb around,
Sustaining all yon orbs, and all their suns

;

From seeming evil still educing good.
And betterthence again, and better still,

la infinite progression. But 1 lose
(2tt)
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Come then, exp/etiive illenoe, muieiiis pn&e.
, ,

THOMtOW.
SECTION xxni. ,4^4

On nUihuU,
SOLITUDE, romantic maid I

Whether l»y nodding towersyou tread,
^

Or haunt the dtNiort'a trackleae gloom,
Or hover o'er the yawnin^^ tomb.
Or climb the Andes* clifted side,

Or by the Nile's coy source abide, ,.> ».

Or, sUirting from your liaif-year's sleeps

From Hecia view the thawing deep.
Or, at the purple dawn of day,
Tadmor's marble waste survey

}

You, recluse, again 1 woo, %
And again your steps pursue.

S Plum'd conceit himself surveying.
Folly with her shadow playing,
rur8o-)ii'uud elbowinK insolence,
DIouted empiric, puiT'd pretence.
Noise that through a trumpet speaks.
Laughter in loud peals that breaks, ,

Intrusion, with a fopling's face»

Hgnorant of time and place,)

Sparks of fire dissension blowing.
Ductile, court-bred flattery bo^ving,
Restruinl's Hiiifncck. grimace's leer,

Squint-ey'd censure's artful sneer,
Ambition's buskins, steep'd in blood.
Fly tiiy presence. Solitude

!

3 Sage reflection, bent witli years,
Conscious virtue, void of fears,

Mufllud silence, wood-nymph shy, ^ /
Meditation's piercing eye,
Kalcyon pei'>ce on moss reclln'd.

Retrospect that scans the mind,
Ilapt earth-cazing revery,
Blushing artless modesty,
Health *hat snuflTs the morning air,

Full- e;^ _ iruth with bosom bare.

Inspiration, nature's child, " '

Seek the solitary wild.

4 When all nature's hush'd asleep.
Nor love, nor guilt, tlieir rieils keep^

1;

%«.
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Soft you leaveyour cairernM den.
And wander o^ir the work.8 ofmen

;

But ivhen Phosphor brinss the dawn,
By her dappled coursers arawn,
Again you to your wild retreat.

And tlie early huntsman meet,
Where, as you pensive pass along.
You catch the aistant shephcrd^s song,
Or brush from herbs the pearly dew,
Or tlie risingprimrose view,
Devotion lends her heaven nlura'd wings.
You mount, and nature with you sings.

6 But when the mid-day fervours glow,
To upland airy shades you go,

Where never sun-burnt woodman came,
Nor sportsman chas'd tiie timid game

:

' And mere, beneath an oak reclinM,
Wiih drowsy waterfalls behind,
You sink to rect,

Till the tuneful bird of night,

From tiie ncip;hbVing no)>lur*s height.

Wake you witli her solemn strain,

And teach pleasM echo to complain.

6 With you roses bright'.'r bloom.
Sweeter ev'ry sweet rierfumc)
Purer e\ Vy fountain flows,

Stronger ev'ry wilding grows
Let tliosc toiffor gold who please,

Or for fame renounce their ease.

What is fame ? An empty bubble ?

Gold ? A shining, constant trouble.

Let them for their country bleed

!

What was Sidney's, Raleigh's naeed?
Man's not worth a moment's p^un

;

Base, ungrateful, licklc, vain.

7 Then let me^ sequester'd fair.

To your sybil grot rej)air

;

On yon hanging clifi it stands,

Scoop'd by nature's plastic hands,
Bosom'd in the gloomy shade
Ofcypress not with age deca^'d

;

Where the owl still hooting sits,^ ,

Where the bat Incessant flits ; ^'?^S

'

There in loftier strains I'll sing

Whence the changing seasons spring *

.j%/l-,
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Tell how storms deform the skiei,Whence the waves subside and rise,

Trace the comet's blazing tail,

Wei^h the planets in a scale

;

Bend, great Jod, before thy shrine

;

The bournlcss macrocosm's thine.

*8 Since in each scheme of life IVe fai1*d,

And disappointment seems entall'd

;

Since all on earth 1 valuM most,
My guide, tasy stay, my friend is lost

|

O Solitude. liow fiveme rest.

And hush the tempest in my breast
gently deign to guide my feet

To your hermit-trodden scat

;

Where I may live at last my own.
Where 1 at last may die unknown.
1 spoke ; she turn'd her magic ray

;

And thus she said, or seem\l to say

;

9 Youth, youVc mistaken, if you think to find

In shades, a medVine for a troubled mind

:

Wan grief will haunt you wheresoe'er you gO|
Sigh m the breeze, and in the streamlet flow.
There pale inaction pines his life away

:

And satiate mourns the quick return orday

:

There, naked frenzy laughing wild with pain,
Or bares the blade, or plunges in the mam

:

There supci'slition broods o er all her fears,

And yell^ of demons in the zephyr hears.

But if a hermit you're resolv'u to dwell,
And bid to social life a last farewell

;

. 'TIS impious.

10 God never made an independent man

;

'Twouldjar the concord of his general plan.

See every part of that stupendous whole.
^ Whose body nature is, and Cod the soul ;"

To one great end, the general good, conspire.

From matter, brute, to man, to seraph, lire.

Should man through nature solitary roam,
His will his sovereign, every where his home.
What force would guard hnn from the lion's jaw ?

What swiftness wing him from the panther's paw ?

Or. should fate leadliiia to some safer shore,

Wnerc panthers never prowl,'nor lions roar.

Where liberal nature all her charms bestows,
Sunsshme, birds mns Huweis bloom, and water flows i
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148 . T%e BnflUh iUader PflrfS.
Fool, doit tticii think h«*(l rerel on the store, ,

Abiolva the cure ofHeav'n. nor tik for more ?

Though waters flowM, Aowts hlooin'd.and Phcabus shonr

,

He*d sigh, heM roumiur, thathe was alone.

For know, the Maker on the human breast,

A sense or kir drcd, country, man, impress'd.

1 1 Though nature's works the niling mind declare,
And well deserve inquiry's sorioui care,

The God,(whuteVr misanthropv may sayj
Shines, beams in man with most unclouded i

, What DootL it thee to fly from polo to pole ?

Hang o*er the min, and with the planets roll ?

What boots through space's furthest bourns to roam P

Ifthou, O man, a stranger art at home.
Tlien know thyself, Uie human mind survey

;

The use, the pleasure, will the toil repay.
It Nor <itufly only, practice what you know

;

ITour life, your knowledge, to m«''nkiiid you owe.
With Plato's olive wrcatli the bays entwine

;

Those who in study, should in practice shine.

Say, docs the learned lord of MacU^y'sshade^
Charm man so much by mossy fountains laid.

As when arous'd, he stems corruption's course.
And shakes the senate wilh a Tully's force?
When freedom gasp'd beneath a Cnsar's feet.

Then public virtue might to shades retreat

:

But where she breathes, the least may useful be.

And freedom, Britain, still belongs to thee.

13 Though man's ungrateful, or though fortune frown
U the reward of worth ason;:^, or crown ?

Nor yet unrecom])ens'd are vutue's pains t

(Sood Allen lives, and bounteous Brunswick reigns.

On eai-'Ji condition disappointments wait,
' Enter the hut, and force the guarded gate.

Nor dare repine, though early friendship bleed.

From love, the world, and all its cares, he's freed.

But know, adversity's the child of God

:

Whom Heaven approves of most, must feel her rod.

When smooth old Ocean, and each storm's asleepi

Then ignorance may plough the %vatery deep ; I

I tut when tlie demons of the tempest rave,

•Skill must conduct the vessel through th^wave. ^|

4 Sidney, what good man envies nst th^ raow^
Who would nj)t wish Anytus*—for awe ?

Intrepid virtue triumphs over fate

;

* One of tbt accuwn of 8oemt«ii
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The cood can n«Tor l>e unfortunate.
And ue this muxim grnven in tliy mind

;

The height of virtue is, to serve mankind.
But when old age hns iiilvi>rM oVr thy htmd.
When memory fails, and uli thy vigour^H fled,

Then mayst tliou seelc the Btillness of retreat,

Then hear aloof tfie human tempest beat

;

Then will I greet tliee to my woodland cave,

Allay the pangs of age, and smooth thy grave.
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