Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the
usual method of scanning are checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing /
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d’'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de I'ombre ou de la distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Additional comments /
Commentaires supplémentaires:

L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de
numeérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de 'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / |l se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n’ont pas
été numérisées.

Pagination is as follows : [i}-xxii, [5]-339, {i}-xi p.



DEBATES

OF

T H

ENAT.

OF THE

)

!
S

DOMINION OF CANADA.

REPORTED AND EDITED BY A. M. BURGESS.

THIRD SESSION—THIRD PARLIAMENT.

OTTAWA :
NTED BY A. M, BURGESS, RAJOTTE'S BLOCK, WELLINGTON STREET.

1876.

PRI






THE SENATE.

TABLE OF CONTENTS.

AR, .

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10.
OPENING OF PARLIAMENT,

- s . PAGE
SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.....ccicvienrerirreeneerireniernisarnresisssarases 4
CUSTOMS AND PRIVILEGES OF PARLIAMENT....c..vvvrureenrrnrernenanens 6

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14.
Tue Appress—Moved by Hon. Mr. Paquet sectmded by ‘Hon.

Mr. Lisonard....cooiveeiiiiieinninens e eteteresheraeans erieerereerenens 6

Motion agreed to, and Address dxaﬁed ....... bereraeniviasssessisensins 24

NEW BENATOR wvvcisnnsiinnn SUTT beseedenes presenarens veerireetinenies 24
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15.

RuLes ANp Forms oF PROORDURE................. TP PP 24.

THE LIBRARY ...ooviiniiiiiiiiins siniensinsieiennnns eveeerre e 25

RETUENS PRESENTED .evovviinriiinnmiiiiiiiiiiniii e esnrninniannaes w25

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16.
RouTiNe PROCEEDINGS

....................................................... 25
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17%.
"Tu. Drck Loaps Law—Motion for correspondence relatmg to
‘the violation of—Hon. Mr. Kaulbach..........iiveiveeeiininnnnn., 25
Motion 8gTe6d 10.vecueeiieerieriireernreireeeereeietserees e e seesenaae s 27

THE STEEL RAILS PURCHASE.—Motion—

“ That an humble Addrest be presented to his Bxcellency the Governor-
Guoneral, praying thet his Bxcellency will camse %0 be laid before
‘this House » statement. showing -the use whioh hss been made of



iv TABLE OF CONTENTS,

: P
any portion of the steel rails purchased by the Government, and of

the quantity remaining unused to the end of 1875."—Hon. Mr.
CAMPBELL «oyitevnre varanevoersousonesonsossosaoscosssnsanasas

Motion agreed to..........cceuviniiiiiiieieniniane. SN .
IMPORTATION §F MANUFACTURED GOODE FROM aiE %Tﬁrn;): SraTEs.
—DMotion’ for' return showing nature and value— Hon. Mr.
Campbell.....ccooiiiiiiniiiiiiini reeerras e
Motion agrefedto..: ...... ervreeaenan, et e ee e
Pactric RamLway Exvesptriars.—Motidn for return of expendi-
tures—Hon. Mr. Campbell...,....cccocvuereenn, e e
Tre EXTRADITION TREATY.—Question, Hon. Mr. Penny; Answer,
M. SCOtt. .. ideiiiiiinniiiiinreresveeresaseisineeeiontnrnrereisasanenns .
SraxpiNa CoymyirTEES—Motion for the appointment of—Hon. Mr.

Miller..ccviviiieniecninnrecenenenecrsncranasnsaes eereerntirtiataetstentaaerses

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18,

Courtney Bay ExrtensioNn Rainway—Question, Hon. Mr. Dever;
Answer, Hon. Mr. Scott....ccovcieiiinviiiinniniiininen.

THE . PUBLIC  BUILDINGS.—Motioun—

“That an humble Address be presented to his Excellency the Governor-
General, praying that his Excellency would be pleased to cause to
be laid before this Housé a detafled statement showing the total

amounts expended on the grounds and fences in front of she Par -

liamentary Buildings from the first day of January, 1870, to the
first day of January, 1876, with the estimated cost of completing
the same; also, a detailed statement showing the total expenditure
on the New Library, distinguishing between the expense of the
outward construction and. the cost of completing the interior
during the same period; also, a detailed statement showing the
total expenditurc on the addition to the Western Departmental
Building, with an estimate of the amount to complete the same.”
~—Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD . .. vesvrnisnerrs et ianndenivnnrnnonecsras

Motion carried............. B S TR '

GeoruAN Bay BrancH Rainway — Motion for correspondence
between the contractor and the Government—Ion. Mr, Read

Motion agreed £0........coiiiviiiiiiniiitin e,

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21.

Steam DREDGE “CanNapiay "—Motion for a return respecting—
Hon. Mr. Kanlbach......ccoiviiiimniiiiiiiiiinianiioinninininning
PosTMasTER OF SAcKVILLE — Motion for correspondence and

reports relating to—Ion. Mr. Botsford........ccesvuvuirserireinans

THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES.-Motioh—

¢ That an humble Address be presented to his Extellency the Governor-
General, praying that his Excelleacy will cause to bhe laid before
this House oopies of all instructions to-she Honourable Aleéxander

AGE

27
30

30
31

31

35

35
37

38

38



TABLE OF. CONTENTS.

Morris, Lieutenant-Governor of the Ndrth—West Territories; also
copies of all Orders in Council relative to the said Territories since
their organization, and pot already published ; also copies of

i
reports ‘and official correspondence between the Lieutenanu'i-;
Governor -and the Dominion Government from the date of his

appointment.”—Hon. Mr. Gmearp.......... RTTT T PR PR PPP R

Motion agreed 10.......ccevirrieniiiiiiineiiinieii e

ProreEcTION—Presentation of & petition in faveur of...................

PAGE

1738
41
41

CampBELL DivorceE Oase—Presentation of petition and witness .

called t0 bar of SenAte..........cvvviireeiriiisinsisivedornnnebenerres

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22

CAMPBELL DIVORCE BILL—
First Reading—Hon., Mr. Reesor......ce..viriiierieanininnsrains

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 43,

Fasrern RaiLway ExTtENsioN.-——Motion—

“ That an-humble Address ‘be presented ¢6 His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, praying that His Excellency msy be pléased to
cauge to be lald before the Senabe all correspondence between the
Dominion Government ‘and the Government of Nova'‘Bcotia, and

- -dll orders in Council relative te Eastern Railway Extension in that
Province "—=Hon, Mr. MILLAR . cvvee ot ieiedine sinnesvnvensns

 Motion AZTeed 10 .....vvureerererseassrreratpierannrnersssecsperaressasenes

Marine Casr.es—Motion for Correspondernice between the Govern-

ment and alt Atlantic Cable companies since October, 1873—

Hon. Mr. Kanlbach.......cooivveiiiiiininniineeiininnnndoninn
Motion carried.......... rereerrevennees eraes rereerrerverernerayaretenreeas

ApsourNMENT—Motion— -

«That when this House adjourns to-day, it stands adjourned until
Thursday, 2nd day of March next, at 8 p. m.—Hon, Mr, WiLsox. ..

THURSDAY, MARCH 2.

R
“BIENRION or TiME FOR RECEIVING PETITIONS FOB PRIVATE BrLs

COMMON ('ARRIERS BILL—
Firat Reading—Hon. Mr. SC0thuerreen . svrereseerererereirernrenas

(UEBEC HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS BILI—
F‘l‘t Mng—"non! M&"HLQWLBQI" De Stv Juﬁt. sendrevetiasietean

41

42
2

-

45
50

50

50



wi TABLE OF CONTENTS.

FRIDAY MARCH 3.

Princk Epwarp TIstaxp Rarmwav—Motion for copy of Mr.
F. Shanly'’s Report—Hon. Mr. Haviland........ccoeceviveneennnn..
Motion agreed 0 :..uiiiwiiiiiiens e v e

—

MONDAY, MARCH 6.
Tae ADULTERATION Acr—Question, Hon. Mr. Alexander; An-
swer, Hon, Mr, Scott......icocviivniiiiniiiimniniiriirsaiinionan..
GrorgiAN Bay Brance Ramway—Motion for correspondence

regarding a grant of land or other aid by the Ontario Gov-
ernment to—Hon, Mr. Read...cooeeveviriienrecirornirnierncicenneres

Motion carried....ccoviievrirnerirveerereaenennenes

TUESDAY, MARCH 1.}

Tue AceENT GENERALSHIP—Motion—

% That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, pyaying that Hjs Excellency will cpuse to be laid
on the {able of this House a statement of the amounts expended on
behalf of the Dominion in the Government Immigration Pepart-
ment in London, England; and al éxperiditures coﬁnec‘eé’ cted thére-
with, :the 80th : Jume 40 let Japuary: last, including salaries,
travelling expenses, xent and ‘all other ovilays, with the smounts
paid in aid of immigration, distinguishing smounts paid for agri-
cyliural Isheurers belonging to the Labourers’ Union frem.other
ﬁ?&iﬂ?g:)ﬂi also copieg of al] correppondence between the Domi-
nion Government and the Agent Gemeral of Gensda in Lopdon,
or any officers thereof, respecting changes in the Immigration De-

- partment.—Hon. Mr. DIOKRY..ueiteooers shueis iurrenanionnnnl
Motion agreed to.......... eveennane cevvrerepereeenranas ceereeeerangaanseses

INSOLVENT Aq?® 07:. 1876—Motion for a Select Committee to
enquire into the working of and to make suggestions, if ne-
cessary. for amendment—Hon. Mr. Bureau........

InTERCOLONIAL RaiLwAay—Courtney Bay Extension—Motion for
correspondence and statement of expenditures—Hon. Mr,

Ibval"‘..‘.‘.....‘.u...,.(’..-.......-7.,‘.4.......,..‘..........'....' ...... Sereeee veeees
Tae Bankine Law—Question—Hon. Mr. Ryan; Answer—Hon.
SCOTE. cvvvver virvrriiirie i i e

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8ta.

PusLio PrRINTING—Motion—

“That an humble Address be presented to His Excellency the Goy-
ernor General, praying that he will cause to be laid before this
House, a copy of all correspondence. that has taken place between
the Contractors for Departmental Printing and Binding and the
Government on the subjeqtﬁ)f their contract ; also that a/staterpent
may be furnished showing the difference in the Jms paid to outside
parties for Printing and Binding, sad that paid the con ré for

PAGE

50
52

52

68

68
1

R

78



TABLE OF CONTENTS.

similar work ; also, a statement to show the: qmmtity of printing per-
formed out.slde, and by whom, and the difference in the cost in the
aggregate ; also, & statement, giving the amount of stationery pur-

chased in each of the Provinces of the Dominion during the last:
year, and the cost and the price for which similar stationery could

be furnished by the Stationery ‘Department of the Government:"—
Hon, Mr. AIKINS. ;c0ovn cnvennneenes Ceesaracsssascsarrrasrenoas

Motion carried...ccceeeeereenersnene Ceeeeaveettiietenrreare veeseressensenne

MonTHLY BANK STATEMENTS—Motion—

“That in the opinion of this House, it is desirable to take adequate
means to secure the accuracy of the monthly statements of the
accounts of the banksa of the Dominion, published in the « Official
Gazette” by the authority of the Auditor General."-—Hon. Mr.
PRENY covvvevnnncncnnenns PN

Motion withdrawn........... tees serseserensenaserenanane eerereserernenine .

Winter CoMmeNicATION WITH PRiNCE EpwaArD ISLAND—-Ques-
tion—Hon. Mr. Haythorne Answer, Hon. Mr. Letellior De
St. Just......... eeieien s atsrtesiratats srteetacnab e ttesanesoraneesne

PRIVATE BILLS—

' Fisrst Readings—To incor porate the Banque de St. Jean Bap-
tiste—To incorporate the Brothers of the Christian Schools
of Canada ............ cerernrens seans eresasearinrens seraen

sessn

SecoNn Reaning—Campbell’'s Relief Bill (on division)..iccceeeeen.

ASSISTANT INSPECTORS OF PENITENTIARIES BILL—
(From the Commons)—Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Letellier

Do St. Just. .iiieiieiecrerccensirseniiarinenneans vertareteesereseceraresenes :

CRIMINAL STATISTICS BILL-—(From the Commons)—
-Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just.................

QUEBEC ELECTIONS BILL— -

Motion for Second Reading-—Hon. Mr. Bureau........ R
Motion withdrawn....c.....c..e. i

seecccessesrtois

THURSDAY MARCH 9.

SEPARATE Scmoons 1N THE NORTHWEST—Petition of‘ Herbert
Bell 8 al.c..vvvivinnenireniiinisiimeseninenieeiieeisineenon crreeeneaes
Brimisn CoLumsra Tmms—Quesﬁon, Hon. Mr. Carrall; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Scott.....cocirncenennnans Cetreresrereseatatsertarnstetasansnennae
GroraraN Bay Brancu BAILWAY——-QueStlon, Hon. Mr. Gampbell
 Answer, Hon. Mr. Scott........cccceivirennines covnmninistennnnnn,
CaNapiaN Deposits In ENoLaND—Motion for returns of and rate
of interest paid—Hon. Mr. Read........cc.....c..oviniiii,
Privare Biur—Second Reading—To amalgamate the City Bank
and the Royal Canadian Bank, and to incorporate the Con-
solidated Bank of Canada......cceeeeevriiiinyennnanennienn eeeyaeeens .

vii

PAGE

82
84

84
87

87

91
91

94

94

04



viil TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(ASSISTANT INSPECTOR OF PENITENTIARIES BILL—
Third Reading—Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just..oceeuervuoee.. 94

CRIMINAL STATISTICS BILL—
Consideration in Committee....ocoevveveeriarnens eerasensenenrinerans 94
RaiLway PoLicy oF THE GOVERNMENT........ teeees Ceeerense beverenen . 95

PAGE

FRIDAY, MARCH 10.
ProursrrioN—Presentation of petition......c.c......e. cresenninsninias 96

INLAND REVENUE BILL-First Reading—Hon. Mr. Scott.... 96
GEoLOGICAL SURVEY REPORT — Question, Hon. Mr. McFarlane;

Answer, Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just... S
CRIMINAL STATISTICS BILL—

Third Reading—Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just ......coeivuie. 96
PriNTING COMMITTEE'S REPORT........ccnvnene. ! STTTN cersrreieciieees 96
QuEBkc HarBoUur CommissioNERS' BiLL—=Second Reading—Hon.

Mr. Letellier De St. Just....cocevivrevieniiians PR : I
Private Binr—Second Reading—Banque de St. Jean Baptiste... 98
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS’ BILL....ccreeirenns P PRTRRUOPOTORI | |
NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES BILL— -

(From the Commons.)

First Reading........... Crennreeniaens sertanananne coreessieriererienenins . 98

SALARIES OF COUNTY COURT JUDGES BILL—
(From the Commons.)
First Reading....... rereassrsissaieenrerasentes crererreserenines creeneeeee 98

Parvate Binis—Extension of time for receiving petitions for..... 98
SHEAREHOLDERS oF Banks—List of—Presented by Mr. Speaker... 98

\

MONDAY, MARCH 13.

PrivaTe BrLL—Third Reading—To confirm the amalgamation of
the City Bank and the Royal (‘anadian Bank, and to incorpo-
rate the Consolidated Bank of Canada......... cibasasee cerrrnsesnnas a9
Tae SvprEME CourT—Motion for cor respondence between the
Dominion and Imperial Governments regarding—Hon. Mr.
Campbell ....coereennnnn trennsererneniessianne vevrenes deseensssneennaas veee 99
Arnantic MaiL CoNTRACT—Question, Hon. Mr. Dickey; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just..ciceeeervriiunruneremscrnnens eanne 99
St. PeTER's CANAL—Question, Hon. Mr. Bourinot; Answer, Hon.
Mr. SCOttrereersereen. e rrrens e oae ceerrereenesees vesrveeserienss 100
GoVERNMENT ADVERTISING—Motion for return—Hon. Mr. Aikius, 105



TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Postal DELIVERY—Question, Hon. Mr. Read ; Answer, Hon. Mr,

ix

PAGE

070 1 g PP SRR {1 1

QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS BILL—

Third Reading—Hon. Mr.Letellier De St. Just......c.cc.ccoeune
CHRISTIAN BROTHERS BILL—

Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Bellerose......ooovvirenererrenievnninnes

105

106

NOVA SCOTIA COUNTY COURT JUDGES SALARIES BILL—

Second Reading.....ccciviviviiiiiiniiiiinniiiniiiiniieeisisies

——

TUESDAY, MARCH 14.

Prouisirory Liquor Law—Motion for a Committee to examine
and report upon the several petitions—Hon. Mr. Vidal.........
GoVERNMENT Bank Derosits—Motion—

“That in the opinion of this House the practice of the Government as
regards the depositing Public Funds in the Banks of the Dominion
is calculated to produce undne and unnatural expansion and con-
traction in business, and is prejudicial to the interests of the
country.—Hon. Mr. READ .cvvvtvviiticnsernessesnsnssenns

Motion WithArAWI. ... sreieereerereiaerennsencerssrsencasesesacsssesanassnas

NOVA SCOTIA COUNTY COURT JUDGES SALARY BILL—
Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just........ccvnune

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19.

Lists or Bank SHarEHOLDERS—Motion— :

“That in the opinion of this House it is desirable that uniformity
should be observed by the various Chartered Banks of the Domin-
ion in sending certified lists of their shareholders to Parliament.
To this end it shall be the duty of the Clerk of this House, by cir-
cular addressed to the chief officer of such banks, to request that
each list of shareholders shall be made up in alphabetical order to
the first day of January in every year, and in conformity with the
terms of the Statute 34 Victoria, cap. 5, it shall be duly certified
and laid beforc Parliament within fifteen days after the opening of

- the Session. To resolve further, that before the lists of share-
holders are printed, the Clerk of this House be directed to return
such as have been presented during the present Session to the

" chief officer of the respective banks, with a request that it may be
made exactly to conform with the foregoing resolution.”—Hon,
Mr. MCMABTER. covivenies cirenerosscasessasossaascosasssvesae

Order allowed 10 8tANA....ceuuiiinieririinestiiieaiiensscienesresssenenne
Tur Sreer Rains PurcHAsE—Motion—

- -%That this hon. House, in view of the necessity that exists for economy
and retrenchment, do resolve into Committee of ths Whole
to consider what ought to be done with the large quantity of stee{
rails held by the Government, which are not required for the public
works of the Dominion at present, or likely to be for a considerable
time to come, the quantity being 49,500 tons, costing now over
$,3,000,000, on which & loss has already been made of over
$800,000."~Hon, Mr. SMITH....oocvtvevereonrosataeirriesncens

107

108

108
117

117

118
119

119

. Debatde (adjonrned........................ PN eIt PIRCEINRIRTNIENIBQIIIRONIINIS 131



x TABLE OF CONTENTS.

PAGE

THURSDAY, MARCH 16.

ErrorR CoRRECTED—Hon. Mr. Penny ........ ........

ssebenssevestscccans 13.1

BreACH . oF PRIVILEGE—St. Peter's Canal Debate—Hon. Mr. Read 132
Hubject dropped ........ erresrennieariees PPN vereresennerannseennss 138

Tie Sreen RaiLs- I’LRCHA_SE—-Resumption of the Debate on the
motion of Hon. Mr. Smith [pago 119] cererniene e s 138
"Motion withdrawn.. RSP £ &

——

FRIDAY, MARCH 17.
PETITIONS OF RIGHT BILL—

Motion for Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Scott....... teverecernaes o 144
Motion, carried........... teaerieeriiesesanasasansnese eemeseteraittneeerans s 148
NOVA SCOTIA COUNTY COURT JUDGES SALARY BILL—
Third Readmg——-l[on Mr. Scott ........... versrene ctresirniseane seoee 148
I\ILANI) REVENUE BILL—
Second Reading—Hon. M». Scott.....e voviereiinenens cees eeneenee 148
COMMON CARBIERS BILL— : :
Motion for Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Scott....couvveiiiiniienn, 149
Order WithdraWn....vviveieeriiiieiiiiiiins vevraieniinienieieneenen. 152
RePoRT OF PRINTING COMMITTEE ADOPTED...ceeremiiuienieninirsersnnes 152

RerorT oF SELECT CoMMITTEE ON CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS ADOPTED 152

MON DAY, MARCH. 20.

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.—Motion—

“That the construction of the Pacific Railway having formed the prin-
cipal condition upon which British Columbia entered the Canadian
Confederation, every reasonable effort should have been made by
the Government of the Dominion to satisfy the people of that Pro-
vince that faith would be kept with them ; but this House regrets
to find that whilst incurring, or ready to mv.ur immediate expendi-
tures of scveral millions of dollars not needed or of doubtful

- utility, the Government: has failed to proceed vigotously with the
construction of our great national inter-oceanic rallway, which is
8o essential to the material advancement of all the Provinces of
the Dominion, as well as to the early consolidation of polltlcal and
social union o.mong the whole people.”—Hon. Mr. CARRAL&. ... ... 152

Debate adjourned......... e vee e e everanes 164
Privaie Bint -~ St. Lawrence and Ottawa Railway — Second
Roading. cvverseererrrerns e eavrnrennens v v bes e 164

lVTF‘R(,OLONIAL RAILWAY BILL-—becond Raadmg———llon
Mr. Letelller De St. Just.. e sesevesessissnsennenese 104



TABLE OF CONTENTS. xi

CRIMINAL LAW BILL— raom

Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Scott.............. ereeneranraes ... 164

« PrinTiNg ComMITTEE's THIRD REPORT ADOPTED......... e erraenes .. 164

Rerort or THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE laid on the Table..... 165
INLAND REVENUE BILL— ’

Third Reading—Illon. Mr. Scott......... PP L35

TUESDAY, MARCH 21.

Dawsox Roap—Question, Hon. Mr. Girard ; Answex, Hon. Mr.
Letellier De St. Just ....cooverenreirinnnn. veveanes S PR 1 11
Bank ReTurNs—Resumption of the consideration of the mOtion of
Hon, Mr, MeMaster oo meroneneesisiiersevnunsiiiiesssenpensosaennnaese 166
Motion WithdraWi.....co.icoiviiiiiiiniionniiiinevieinnierneeinns crneees 169
}“.\IIGRATI.ON TO MAN[T(»BA—Queatwn, Hon M. (nrard Answer,
Hon. Mr. Letellior de St. Just......coeeerrvrrvrcrererrenrereeennns vrne 169
Bank ReruvrNs—Motion for list of names of Banks not complying
with Act 34 Victoria, cap. 5—Hon. Mr. Ryan..................... 170
GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.—Motion—

“That in the opinion of this House, the policy of the present Adminis-
tration, in proceeding to construct and operate railways as public
works of the Dominion instead of aiding private chartered com-
panies with bonuses cf land and money, is one which is fraught
with disastrous consequences to the welfarc of Canada, and which
must inevitably subject the public treasury to large annual
advances, to make good deficiencies in the amounts required to
maintain such railways in working order, and thereby tend seriously

to impair the public credit.”—Hon. Mr. "ALEXANDER . ..vvve.n ..., 170
Motion withdrawn............ rreteereretterntiaenans Cetee trerreriereaaenes 175
LisrarY CoMMITTEE'S REPORT ADOPTED....eu.............. cevtereieenees 175

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22.

Canar ar Forr Fraxcis—Question, Hon. Me. Aikins; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Scott.....covuvunenee rveeen e e rereeeraeenerenis v eeenene 196

THE STEEL RAILS PURCIASE.—Motion—

“For any official reports of the Chief Enginecr of the Pacific Railway
with reference to the quantity of steel rails actually required dur-
ing the present year ; and also copics of all official correspondence
that passed between the Minister of Public Works and Wr. Carvell
with reference to his removal from office.”—Hon. Mr. McMasTER.. 176

Motion carried ......... ereeeeteeeeesire sannresnnn oo srsassenns set reeeses 182
INSOLVENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL—-—
Motion for Second Reading.—Hon. Mr. Bureau ................... 182

‘ Order allowed to stand...... ..... rereentesereienesensernsintesncnrsoseness 183
PETITION OF RIGHTS BILL—
Consideration in Committee ..... et e eaeea e raraasre et eeataraeranne . 183

B



Xii TABLE OF CONTENTS.

COMMON CARRIERS BILL—
Motion for Second Reading renewed—Ien. Mr. Scott........ 186
Motion in Amendment—That the Bill be read the second time
this day three months—Hon. Mr. Miller.. vis s 188
The House divided, when the Amendnrent was declared caxned
—23 votes to 16.. s erierees e resiiesneneees 189
NORTH-WEST TFRRITORY BILL—
Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just............ 189
Private BiLus—Second Readings:—Union Permanent Building
and Savings Society (change of name)—Provincial Perma-
nent Building and Savings Society (change of name)........... 189
CRIMINAL LAW BILL—Third Reading—Hon. Mr. Scott....... 189

CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS (more effectual In- ;4
quiry) BILL—Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Scott....... ctreesen . 189

CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS (more effectual Ad-
ministration) BILL—=Second Reading—Hon. Mr. Scott ..... 189

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY BILL—
Consideration in Committce—Hon. Mr. Letoellier do St. Just . 189

PAGE

THURSDAY, MARCH 23.
Main SgrvicE To PriNCE EpwaArp IsLaND—Question, Hon. Mr.

Haythorne; Answer, Hon. Mr. Scott....o.coiereniinnininnin cenene 190
DominioN Lanps IN THE NorTH-WEST — Quostion, Hon. Mr.

Sutherland ; Answer, Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just........... 190
INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY BILL— ,

Third Reading—Hon. Mr. Letellier de St, Just..............e. 190
TRADE MARKS BILL—

Second Reading—IIon. Mr. Letellier de St. Just......co..covnnnee 191
DeBaTEs or THE SENATE—Report of Committee on Publication

adopted—Hon. Mr, Macpherson ...........o ivvverenininnniinnnn, 1901
GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY BILL—

Second Reading—Hon. Mr. McMaster..........cccenveininnne, e 101
Pacieic Rarnway—Resumption of the Debate on the motion of

Hon. Mr. Carrall—Hon. Mr. Macdonald ...c.cooovevrvniicrnnnnninn. 191

Debate again adjowrned....ecevarniiiieiiiiiniiiiieeeecesinniiiine, 197

CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS (more effectual

Inquiry) BILL.—Third Reading—Hon. Mr. Scott... . 197

Tue GeoraiaN Bay BrancH RaiLnwiay—Remarks with mgard to
Returns—Hon. Mr. Macpherson.........ceveviseeeinonnininnnennenes 197



TABLE OF CONTENTS. xiii
INSOLVENT BANKS BILL— raGE

(From the Commons.)

First Reading..c......uvenees Crersss senrsritisasirasarisanees T . 198
MILITIA AND DEFENCE BILL—

(¥rom the Commons:)

First Reading........... rrcrsasrssrsnase cretsecsniiiitniientns vene seneenns 198

FRIDAY, MARCH 24,

Privare BiLLs—Third Readings—Provincial Permanent Build-
ing and Savings Society (change of name)—Union Perma-
nent Building and Savings Society (change of name)—Second

Reading—Canada Shipping Company ...........ueeevvne TR 198
PETITION OF RIGHTS BILL— :

Third Reading—Hon, Mr. Scott......ocvvvuenas vesessnraisnansinnnees 198
NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES BILL—

Consideration in Committee ....cieereranne Crertesacoserirsrirenens . 198
PRINTING CoMMITTEE'S FIFTH REPORT ADOPTED....ceieevvees onene e 198
TRADE MARKS BILL—

Consideration in Committee...c..ceveenerererenerrasranees eerrenaranee 198
MILITIA BILL—

Consideration in Committee...cccc.viveriner vurersreessrerecncosens . 198

Fiest Reapines oF BiLrs rrom Comyoxs—Respecting the Cri-
minal Laws—Respecting Weights and Measures—Respecting
A Temporary Grant to the Province of Manitoba..........c.cu0... 198

MONDAY, MARCH 27.
CORRUPT PRACTICES AT ELECTIONS (more effectual

Inquiry) BILL.—Third Reading...........ccccooviivininnnnn. veees 199
TRADE MARKS BILL— ‘ v

Third Reading......c.cvvveeriinnnnennns R 199
CRIMINAL LAW EXTENSION BILL—

Second Reading........cooevvvnnenns enerans sveeriraanne asreesntassensnae 199
WEIGHTS AND MFEASURES BILL—

Second Reading........cvvvveiiiirisieneersenrnrensinioinmsssinnianen, 199
GRANT 10 MANITOBA BILL—

Second Reading......c.vovveervrverevnnns beesererieeisiaans Ceverees oo 199

PARLIAMENTARY RETURNS fereareseenterrr e raresee s s ranenntn  rernryrnnnens . 200



Xiv TABLE OF CONTENTS.

PAGE

CANADA SHIPPING COMPANY'S BILL— _
Third Reading..e.ccevvivuirnniansnns eresireens rerreareransonrenesaninas

TUESDAY, MARCH 28.

Direct CABLE (,OMPANY-——Question, Hon. Mr. Kaulbach; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Scott.. ves e et iieeteee e

Dominion Nom‘s—-—\lotmn for statement of 1mmbe1 1edeemcd
from 1st September, 1874, to 31st December, 1875, and to
whom (individuals or banks) the gold has been paid—Hon,
My, Wilmot...eovare e venn eeterees s asensreatesrtatininann Ceveeerersasane

VENTILATION OF PARLIAMENT Buinpinas—Motion for appoint-
ment of a Committec-—Ilon. Mr. Reesor.. v

SEPARATE SCHOOLS IN THE NORTH- WEST—-Questlon IIon M1
McFarlane; Answer, Hon. Mr. Letellier de St. Just...

Tuirp READINGsS—Bills to extend certain Criminal Laws to British

Columbia — respecting Weights and Measures — respecting -

Increased Subsidy to Manitoba—to Amend the Railway Act
Of 1868...c.errirriiiierrirecnennenaennn. O RN

SEconp Reapinas—Respecting the Citizens’ Insurance and Invest-
ment Company—respecting Road Allowances in Manitoba..
DOMINION NOTES EXTENSION BILI—
Second and Third Readings...ceevuanvinnnn.e.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29.

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY BILL—
Third Reading—Hon. Mr. McMaster....co.ooviiiiiininnaea, vereeaes
TOBACCO AND SpiriTs—Question, Hon. Mr. Dever; Answer, Hon.
». Letellier De St. Just. .
VIANITOBA Lanp—Question, Hon M1 Suthellnnd Answer Hon.
Mr. Letellier De St. Just....ccoeeiiieeneiiniencianian,
InLaND REVENUE Staristics—Motion for returns covering from

July to December, 1875, both inclusive—Hon. Mr. Dever...... 2

Taxes oN THE SALE oF Goops—Motion for production of cor-
respondence between aggrieved parties and the Government
—Hon. Mr. Ponny.....coveieeiicenieiiann. errereeeree e

ExamiNation or WirNesses before Parliamentary Commiitees

. under Qath—Question, Hon. Mr. Wilmot; Answer, Hon. Mr.
Seotte i esersiiierasansan eriesesuens TR

INSOLVENT BANKS BILL—
Third Reading—Hon. Mr. Scott....ceiuiiiviumnmsesinisnsiinninris

200

. 201

210

.. 210

211

215

216

216



TABLE OF CONTRENTS. XV
Privare Binns—Third Readmv—-Respectmg the L anads Landed

Credit COMPANY...ccoviieieriinriitisienida e 216
Second Reading—Respecting the Canada \&mme and Fire In-
surance CompanY...c...coceivirneenininninirneeinine remeerirresasancane 219
INSPECTION OF FISH AND FISH OIlL BILL—_ ‘
Second Reading—Hon, Mr, Scott.......cooviiiiinniiniininnanennn 217
CROSSING OF NAVIGABLE WATERS BILI—~
Third Reading—Hon, Mr, Scott....coiiiveniiiiiiiiiiniiinnenn o 218

THURSDAY, MARCH 30.

CARTERED Baxks—Motion for a return of any which, during the

year, may have suspended payment-—ITon. Mr. Ryan..’....‘ ..... 218
PostMASTER AT SACKVILLE — Question, Hon. Mr; Betsfortl;

Answer Hon. Mr. Scott..cciviiisuninnaes ciernse cersersesendindanagists 220
THE SteEEL Rains PLRCHASE—Pehonal prlanatmn—lron Vh ‘

15111311 1 VPP S SO N F 299

Paciric RaiLwAy—Resumption of the debate on the motion of
Hon. Mr. Carrall—Ion. Mr. Dickey... B A P PO 2 .
Motion in amendment to the motion of IIon Ml C.mall—

That all after the word “effort” be struck out and the following
substituted :—¢ Without increasing the tsxa&lon of thiz coumtry;
should be made by the Government of the Dominion to satisfy the
people of that Province that faith will be kept with. tberp.”—Hon.

Mr. HAYTHORNE . . . ovs vveeennnnann s R P 1
Debate adjourned.....ccccerevenivsreennnnennns —erersrsiiniees eresenens e 234

FRIDAY, MARCH 31.

EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES UNDER' OATH BEFORE
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES. BILL—
First Reading—Hon. Mr. Wilmet......... peevesanienees ceeeresaeenrirns 234
Winter MaiL Service, P. E. L.—Motion for roportq and corres-
pondence with contractors—Hon. Mr. Howlan ................... 23

CAMPBELL DIVORCE BILL— Report of Select Comnutwe
Presented ....ccccieeiiieeeeenreivernesieneienieceraeenasiensesssores veeeeen . 236
Pacrric RAILWAY———Resumptxon of the debate on the motxon of'
Hon, Mr. Carrall and the motion of Hon. Mr, Hay thorne in
amendment thereto ....cocvivviviiiiiiii i i, . 236
Motion in amendment to the amendment—

To leave out all the words after the word “resolved” in the original
resolution, and to add instead thereof, ¢ that thix House fully reco-
gnizes the obligation to sccure the construction of the Canada



xvi - TABLE OF CONTENTS.

PAGE

Pacific Railway, with the utmost speed compatible with a due
regard to the other financial requirements of the Dominion, and
without unduly increasing the rate of tamtlon, and regrets that the
course adopted by the Government, in connection with this matter,
has not met the expectations of the people of British Columbia,
nor has it been such as to facilitate the development of the North-
west."—Hon., Mr. DICREY.. oot vveeiniiisaitensnnnscnocasnioes

Debate again adjourned....ceuiccesecseercinnnnnn, verseserennanane crereanae

NORTH-WEST TERRITORIES BILL—
Consideration in Committee ....c.ccoavianees Sresienreentiiinriieeanee
PrivaTe BiLLs—Third Reading—Respecting the Chf‘ton Suspen-
sion Bridge.— Second Readmg Respecting the Canadian
Gas Lighting Company... trerieere i e

INSOLVENT BANKS BILL—
Third Reading. ...... cerertesauserseainntes Crereettrranressancanrastinnnns

STAPLE ARTICLES BILL—
Third Reading .us..eveeseeen. cevrrreernians e e

CROSSING NAVIGABLE WATERS BILL—

TRANSPORTATION OF CATTLE BY RAIL BILI—
Motion for Second Reading—Motion negatived.........cc..ueuures

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS BILIL—
Motion for concurrence in the amondments made by the
Standing Committee—Hon. Mr, Bellerose...............c.o.iii.
Privare BriLs—Second Readings—Respecting the Mail Printing
Company—Respecting the Commercial Travellers’ Associa-
tion—Respecting a Patent for the Welland Vale Manufactur-
ing Company.......ccuuveee, PP PR

GOVERNMENT RAILWAY FREIGHTS.—Motion—

# For a return of traffic over Government railways in the Maritime Pro-
vinces for the quarter ending 31st December, 1875, distinguishing
between that carried by special rates and that under regular tariff
rates ; also the average per ton per mile in each case.’—Hon, Mr,
MOLELAR »ennreeennsmeeenesnrnsens ennansnnenmnensseesennes

Motion agreed t0...eeereseeererreerisreriins teeesrurececsiecsssan cerrnenens
Tur WASHINGTON TREATY—-Q\IO%“OD Hon. Mr. Botsford ; Answer,
Hon. Mr. Scotte..cceiieeiiiirioriiiiiiiiineessissassinsiene, veerane
Paciric RaiLway—Resumption of the debate on the motion of
Hon. Mr. Carrall, and the amendment moved thereto by Hon.
Mr. Haythorne, and the amendment to the amendment moved

by Hon. Mr. Dickey—Hon. Mr. Kaulbach.......c.ccvveeeinniinnn 2

After long debate, the House divided, when the amendment to
the amendment was carriod—34 votes t0 24, covrieivveiniginrnes

236
256

2566

256

207

259

259
264

265

281



TABLE OF CONTENTS. xvii

THE NORTH-WEST BILL—
Third Reading—Hon. Mr. Letellier de St. Just............. ceenes 281

WITNESSES BEFORE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES
BILI.—Seeond Reading—Hon, Mr. Wilmot....c.cevireviienienns 281

SUPREME COURT (Further Provisions) BILL—Second Read-
ing—Hon. Mr. Scott..coeeerriiiiiviennnnis cevesrssniianae verresnaneiiees 282

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS BILL.......covcisiiiiimnininnninnninencnsee 282

et

TUESDAY, APRIL 4.

Private Bious.—Third Readings—Respecting the Great Western

and Lake Ontario Shore Junction Railway—To Incorporate

the Mutual Mining and Plumbago Company..,c.ceceeeencenraeea. 282
Paciric Rainway—Section between Rat Portage and Cross Lake

—Motion for copies of tenders for construction—Hon, Mr.

Macpherson....c.cceeiieeeiieencrennninenisennneinenn, ceranes P 171
Princr Epwarp IsLaNp Rainway—>Motion for return of earnings

and disbursements up to January, 1876—1lon. Mr. Howlan... 284
RerurNs—Georgian Bay Branch............ cenane e veosssanese 286

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS BILL—
Motion for concurrence in the amendments made by the
Standing Committec—Hon. Mr. Bellerose.......coeoevveneeeeenn... 286
Private BiLvs.—Second Readings—To change the name of tho
St. Catherine’s Permanent Building and Savings Society—To
Incorporate the Scottish Canadian Loan Company—Respect-
ing the Upper Ottawa Improvement Company—Respecting
the Canada and Detroit River Bridge....cc.cccovvevnniiiinruninennn. 290
GOVERNMENT BILLS—
Second Reading—Respecting Witnesses at Criminal Trials ;—
Second and Third Readings—Respecting Judges of the
Court of Krror and Appeal of Ontario....eevieeeevneniiineneenas 290

MECHANICS' BANK BILL—
Motion for Second Reading—Hon, Mr. Campbell......ecvvere.re. 290
After Debate, Motion agreed to............. PP ) |

Privare Birrs— :

Second Readings—Respecting the Ottawa Gas Company;
“Respecting the London and Ontario Investment Company ;
Respecting the Investment Company of Canada; Respect-
ing the National Exchange Company ; Respecting the Na-
tional Trust and Investment Company......e.bseerrrrarinrenenss 292



xviii TABLE OF CONTENTS.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5.

Tie Hon. WiLLiam Macpovasrn—Motion for return of corres-
pondende ‘with, as'to services in Europe—-- Hon. My. Reesor....
P E. Isuanp  Printino—Motion for Return—Hon, Mr. Howlan.
StaTisTios OF RESOURCES AND YEARLY Propucrs—Question,
Hon, Mr. Ryan; Answer, Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just......
THE OATHS BILL—
Third Reading—Hon, Mr. Wilmot..........

TIHE CAMPBELL DIVORCE BILL—
Motion for the adoption of the Report of the Sclect Com-
mittee—Hon. Mr. Dickey......
Report Adopted.........coooiiriiiiiiiiiines v,
Motion—- f

¢ That the petition of Eliza Maria®Camplell and evidence be referred
back to the Committee, with instructions to inquire into the truth
of material allegations ‘contained therein, and if the same are found
to be true, with instructions to report such amendments to the said
Bill as will secure to the petitioner and respondent respectively,
‘the rights and privileges which would be,sccured to them under a

decree for judicial separation in Englan _Hon. Mr. Regsox..
"Tho House-divided, whon the motion was carried—30 votcs

-
B 7 T € S N S AN

Privare Bini—
Third Reading—Respecting the Canada Fire and Marine In-
surance Company.......... Cerererermeraeeressentreenas

Gesevcac s besseesssernnsee

eesertesssesnne

THURSDAY, APRIL 6

Privare BiLrs.—Third Readings—Respecting the Upper ()tta;vu'a
Improvement Company—Respecting the Canada and Detroit
River Bridge Company—Respecting the Ottawa Gas Com-
pany. — Respecting the Security Permanent Building and
Savings Society of St. Catherines......c.....ciiviinivininn o

MECHANICS BANK BILL—
Motion for Third Reading—1on. Mr. Campbell... cren
. Motion in ameydment fo gommit to Committee of the Wholu,

with instructions to make certain amendments—Jlon. Mr.

BOIICT0SC. cvurvere et vereieiee s sre et enaees ereeeeiaes
The House divided, when the amendment was negauved—-—lﬁ
VOREE: 0 Bt ceverherbatraarioreennetnetnsiiinersrrnerrerainessnns
The amendment: having - bcen -leelared lmt,‘ it was moved in
amendment to:the original motion that the Bill be recom-
mitted for thepurpose of making certain amendments to the

4th clause—Hon. Mr. Bellerose............... Ceeens Ceereea Crvveens p

PAGE

293
204

204

295

. 200

296

297



TABLE OF CONTENTS. XixX

The House divided, when the amendment was negatived——](im(m
VOLEN 10 BB i i e, vee. 248
The original motion, that the Bill be read the third time, was
then declared carried..............oooo 298
Cost or T PuBLic BUILDINGS. ...oiviviieiieeens et eerenteneaes . 298
Distressep Fisnersmen—Motion for returns—IHon. Mr. Price..... 298
Reigs oF e SENATE—Consideration thereof.....c.vvvveveeiieinnnnn. 298
Amendments adopted ......... ceees 300

PrivareE Brnus. — Second Rmdmgs,——l{eq)ectm0‘ Ozuro ’\Imnll
Patent; respecting the Chartered Bank of London and North
America; respecting the Standard Bank of (fanada............. 300

GoversMeNT Binns.—Third Reading—Supreme Court (Further
Provisions) Bill.—Sccond Readings—Respecting the Incor-
poration of Boards of Trade; respectiug the Indemnity to
Members of hoth Houses............. co..... e e 300

FRIDAY, APRIL 7.

Quesge Councin or Arrs—~Question, Hon. Mr. Trudel; Answer.
Hon. Mr. Letellier De St Just...oo.. ... e e verreeea. 300

.

Pacrric Rainway—

“The considerations (other than those of engineering difficulties)
which affeet the question of the location of the line of the Pacific
Railway from Tete Jaune Cache to the Occan.”—Hon. Mr.

MACDONALD (VECOOTIRY . + v v v ven vt veen aeae e e e e 303
Pruivare Birn.—Scecond Reading —To Incorporate the Canada
Assurance Corporation ..o e 3049

DOMINION LANDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL—
Necond Reading...oooooiiiiii 309

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS BILL—

Third Re: ading..oo s 309

SATURDAY, APRIL &

Ozro Mogrine's Parent—Third Reading of Bill........ e, 309
WiLLiay Noines—Motion for a return of correspondence regard-
ing the killing of (motion ultimately withdrawn)—ton. Mr.
Dickey.....cicvviiiiiiiee e e e e 311
Prorogarion. ——Question, Hon. Mr. Campbell ; Answer, Hon. Mr.
Letellier De St. Just.................. e 311



XX TABLE OF CONTENTS.

PHE SUPREME AND EXCHEQUER COURT BILL— %
Consideration of certain plupowd amendments........covuenn s 311
Third Reading .. . 314
CRIMINAL STATISTICS REGISTRATION BILL—
Message from the Commons ....cecoiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin o e a s . 314

Privare BrLv.--Second Reading—Respecting the London and
Canada Bank...........oo Ll 314

GOVERNMENT BILLS—
Third Readings—Dominion Lands Bill; Montreal Harbour
Commissioners Doubts Removal Bill; Desjarding Canal
Bill; Railway Statistics Bill; Northern Railway of Ca-
nada Amendment Bill.........ccooiii 314

Vacant Seats—Question, Hon. Mr. Wilmot; Answer, Hon. Mr.
Letellier De St. Just..oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii v, 315

MoNTREAL CRrysTAL Pavace—-lotion for Returns respecting—
Hon. Me. Trudel.....ooooi e, e 315

Tue Direer CaBLE—Observations—Hon. Mr. Dickey............... 315

QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS BILL—
Motion for consideration of amendments made by the Com-
mons—1Hon. Mr. Letellier De St. Just. oo, 316
Motion in amendment—

“ That the amendments be not now concurred in, but that they be
taken into consideration this day three months "—Hon, Mr, Mac-

PHERSON . .ovvevnnnoannunnnoos R L EETRRTPRPRIRPRS 318
The louse divided, when the amendment was negatived—S
VOULES 10 40 ereeervrs eeeeieeiaeieeeearenas crererenaraenan, eereeeaaenes 320

SCOTTISH CA\'ADI AN LOAN COMPANY'S BILL—
Third Reading..........c..... € et ettt ee vt ieee e aaane e reitnes 321

Privare BiLns—

Third Readings—Respecting the St. Lawrence Bank; Re-
specting the Empire Fire and Marine Insurance Corpora-
tion; Respecting the Union Life and Accident Assurance
Company of Canada; Respecting the Chartered Bank of
London and North Ameriea; Respecting Boards of Trade;
Respecting Loans by the British American Land Com-
pany; Respecting the County of Lotbiniere.-—Considera-
tion of Amendments—Tondon and Ontario Investment
Company™s Bill......oo 322



TABLE OF CONTENTS. X¥i.

PAGE
Second Readings—British Canadian Loan and Investment

Company’s Bill; Maritime Savings and Loan Society’s

Bill........ e PRt .. 323
INDIAN LAWS CONSOLIDATION BILL-~-
Third Reading---Hon, Mr. Scott.......coccivivtviiiiiienienenn oneen 322

CAMPBELL DIVORCE BILL—
Motion for the adoption of the Select Committee's Report—
Hon. Mr. Reesor........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniic i, 323

TUESDAY, APRIL 11.

VacanT Sears—Report respecting—Mr. Speaker...................... 324

Private Binus——Third Reading—Respecting the London and
Canadian Loan Company ; respecting the London and Ontario
Investment Company; respecting the National Exchange
Compuny ; respecting the National Trust and Investment
COMPANY oo e 326

INTOXTICANTS IN THE NORTH-WEST BILL—

Third Reading—Hon. Mr. Seott.........coooiiiiiiiiininne., 426
Disposition oF OLp Rains ox GovErNMENT RoADS—Question,
Hon. Mr. Campbell; Answer, Hon. Mr. Scott ..................... 326
THlE SUPPLY BILL—
Motion for Second Reading—IHon. Mr. Scott............o.oooin 327
Bill read the second and third time .......cccveriiiiiiiiineccnennnn. 334

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12.

’
Privary BinLs.—Third Readings—The Atlantic and Pacific Fire
and Marine Insurance Company’s Bill; the Maritime Savings
and’ Loan Snciety’s Incorporation Bill; the British Canadian
Loan and Investment Company’s Bill ..........cccoeeiiiinnieiinnn.. 334
PRourgrron—Motion for consideration of Report of Committee on
Prohibition, recommending that an Address be sent to his
EKcellency the Governor-General, requesting him to submit
the question to the Judges of the Supreme Court for their
~ opinion.—Hon. Mr. Vidal.....co.cooiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn 334
Motion Withdrawn.......ceoveveirieresiseeeereeeeaee s enenas 335




xxXii TABLE OF CONTENTS.

PAGE
His ExcerreENcy CoMES DOWN IN STATE......cu....... e ... 335
BiLLs ASSENTED To BY HIS EXCELLENCY..... it e .. 335
SPEECH PROM THE THRONE CLOSING THE SESSION ..........c..ccc..... 338

PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT ...vvnerereirns e, 339




Debates and  Proceedings

OF THE

SENATE OF CANADA,

IN

THE

Trirp SEsSioN oF THE TuiRD PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION OF

CANADA, CALLED FOR THE DESPATCH OF BUSINESS ON THE

1011t DAY or FEBRUARY, 1876.

== T

SENATE.
THaURSDAY, Feb, 10, 1876.

‘This day at three o'clock p.m, His
Xcellency the Governor General pro-
%eeded in State to the Chamber of the
Senate, in the Parhament Buildings, and
k his. seat upon the Ihrone. The
Members of the Senate being assembled,
is Excellency was pleased to command
the attendance of the House of Com-
Mong, and that House being present, His
EXC@llenc was pleasedjto open the Third
on of the Third Parliament of the
Dominion of Canada with the following

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senmate :
“entlemen of the House of Commona :

N 1 bave much pleasure in again calling
ﬁ?‘ together to attend to the business of
§.°°“ntry.
m ‘l':“& ou last assembled it has been
a yd 8ppiness to visit the Mother Country,
tl: to have had the opportunity while
€re of calling public attention to the

. of giet progress of the Dominion, and
. §iving expression to the feelings of
Sttachment t0 the person of Her Majesty

| coming summer, the small

and the interests of the Empire which
animate the Canadian people.

The great depression which has pre.
vailed throughout neishbouring countries
for several years, and which has more
recently been felt in the Old World,
causing a general stagnation of business,
has extended to Canada, and has seriously
affected our trade, A¢ the samb’time,
we have reason to be be grateful for an
abundant harvest ; and while I deeply
regret the suffering whichexists among
certain classes, and in particularlocslities,
I believe nevertheless that the great bulk
of aur people continue to enjoy a condition
of reasonable prosperity.

‘T am happy to be able to congratulate
you on the faot that the great railway
undertaking, connecting the former Pro-
vince of Canada with the Maratime Pro-
vinces, provided for by the Act of 1867,
is approaching completion. Early in the
ortion of the
Intercolonial line not already in operation
will be opened, when the connection with
other aystems of railway will be formed, so
as to enable pasvengers and traffic to

8 over continuous lines of railway from
mfu to 8t. Jobn {0 the extreme West-
ern railways of Ontario. 4



6 The

The opening of the Prince Edward
Island Railway during the past year
marks an epoch in the history of that
Island, and cannot but exert a beneficial
influence on the people, and add to their
material prosperity.

Every effort has been made to obtain
an early eettlement of the claims of Ca.
nada for compensation for the use of her
Fisheries by the United States, as pro-
vided by the Treaty of Washington. Her
Majesty’s Governmens in the early part
of last summer, at the instance of my
advisers, appointed the British Commis-
sioner, but I regret to have to state that
tbe United States Government have not
yet appointed a Commisgioner, and that
congequently no progress has been made,

1 have given effect to the Supreme an
Exchequer Court Act of last Session by
issuing the proclamation, and by ap-
pointing the Judges and officers of the
Court,

A Bill to simplify and amend the law
relating to Common Carriers will be sub-
mitted for your consiueratin,

A Bill will be brought before you con-
taining provisions for affording greater
security to policy holdiers in Life Assur-
ance Companies.

The want of reliable and systematised
information relating to the several classes
of crime and the importance of collecting
and classifying criminal statistics have
engaged my attention. A Bill will be in
troduced to provide for what is most
easential in this direction.

You will be asked to make provision
for the commencement of the work of
consolidating the statute law.

The Acts relating to the enfranchise-
ment of Tndians and the management of
Indian affairs have been fully considered,
and steps have been taken to ascer:ain
the views of the Indians themselves. A
measure on this subject will be submitted
for your approval.

A measure will be introduced to pro-
vide for the better administration of the
estates of insolvent banks.

Gentlcmen of the House of Commons : —

The accounts for the past and the esti-
mates for the next financial year will be
laid before you. The estimates have
been framed with every possible economy
consistent with the public interests. I
regret thet the depression in trade to
which I have alluded, has seriously affect-
ed the revenue. It will be necessary in
view of this, circumstance to curtail the
expenditures in several brancbes of the
publio service.

[SENATE.]

the Throne

Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate—
Gentlemen of the House of Com-
mons :—

Correspendence, reports, and other
papers regarding the construction of the
Pacific Railway will be laid before you.

During the recess, a deputation from
the Government of Manitoba visited Ot-
tawa to invite the attention of the Gov-
ernment of the Dominion to the circum-
stances of that Provinces. They repre-
sented that the income of the Province
was insufficient to provide for its ordinary
govermental expenses. The papers on
this subject will be laid before you, and
certain propositions will be submitted for
your consideration. The Legislature of
Manitoba has, in the meantime, adopted
some measures to reduce the expendi-
tures of the Province.

Iinvite your earnest attention to the se-
veral tubjects mentioned, and to the
general business which will come before
you, and I trust that your deliberations
may bo guided by wisdom and modera-
tion.

After the Commoners retived, the
Speaker took the chair.

Hon. Mr. LeteLLIER DE St. Just moved,
seconded by Hon. Mr. Scorr, “That all
the members present during the session
be appointed a Committee to consider
the l-tters and customs of this House
and privileges of Parliament, and that
the said Committee bave leave to meet in
this House when and and as often as they
please.” Carried.

Hon. Mr. LereLuier og St. Just moved,
seconded by Hon. Mr. Scorr, “That this
House do now adjourn, and that it do
stand adjourned until Monday next at 3
o’clock in the afternoon.” Carried.

The House adjourned at 4.10 p.m.

omm—

Moxpay, Feb. 14,

The [Iresident took the chair at 3
o’clock.

Prayers were read.

After voutine,

THE ADDRESS.

Hon. M. PAQUET rose to move the
address in repiy to the Speech from the
‘Throne. He said:~In accepting the
task, difficult enough for me, of proposing
the Address in reply to the Speech from
the Throne, I am sensible of two obliga-
tions it carries with it :—The first, that of
the fulfilment of a constitutional usage ;
and the other, to avail myself of the right
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;’f expressing myself in the beautiful
tinglnge of no unimpertant section of

® population of this Dominion. This
Privilege of speaking in hoth the English
and Frepch languages will indicate always,
trust, the good understanding and har-
Wony that should not cease to exist
aWongst us, and will be one of the nu~
Merous monuments which will attest for
8ver the generous liberality of the Cana.
~1an people. We are particularly happy
In having had as the interpreter of our
tentiments of loyalty towards our

Overeign—as well in relation to the
Progresy we have made as to our colonial
wants and interests—a man so justly
®teemed and so perfectly acquainted
'I?th the various subjects as His
“Xcellency the Governor General. The
Interest that he has shown in the Do-
Winion, in visiting the principal parts
of it, is for us a proper subject of felicita
tion, and for him a valuable source of
Usefu] jnformation, which he has applied
Or our benefit at the foot of the 'Ihrone.

'0 doubt many prejudices have been

188ipated and a more exact knowledge
obtained of our manuers, of our resources,
°f our climate and of the different ad
g:ntzges that we cap offer to the emi-

. This should tendl to remove any objec-
1008 0 the country that may have existed
€8pite the efforts slready made. And
nssuredly for this purpose no voice could
® more authoritative than that of His
bué’eﬂgncy. At, the same time it is
estelmct Justice to declare here that our
sin emed First Minister deserves also our
t\n(;!em thanks for the services he so nobly
- eflicaciously rendered in Great Britain
ing his recent visit to that country.
o‘f"tlli“!'pn is made in one of the paragraphs
ue N speech‘ to the_stagnation of business
in th; the crisis which is so severely felt
ineom Country. These volcinic eruptions
exp:qmerce are periodical, and haye been
The l'l'!ell"-ed in all ages and at all times.
y‘::ry olf the w(ti)rld fumish?s us with
1, mples, and, deplorable as the
5':.; :g‘y be, still they are almost neces
in re gu_nfy the financial atmosphere,
not r e““ng out the way all that does
Prudence b & solid basis. ~ But that
oper alioe Which has prevailed over recent
autump 82, more particularly since last
late gl 0.0ed to the abundance of the
works wh,eﬂ- and the numerous public
over to ich are about being executed all
e Dominion, lead us to believe that

fore Tong all danger will have disap~
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peared, and all inquietude have passed
BWAY.

The early completion of the Prince
Edward Island end Intercolonial railways
is & happy event, and one destined to
have grand results. Quickness of transit
effaces distance, consequent intercourse
binds closely and permanently commers
cial relations which have been hitherto
difficult, and dissipates completely pre-
vious prejudices ; and, moreover, these
grand commercial arteries will bring with
them life to the Provinces they traverse,
and are indispensable to the general well
being.

We are very much pleased to see the
Government intend to introduce & Bill to
give better gurrantees to holders of Life
Assurance policies. That is certainly one
of the most useful, economic messures
that could be proposed. Guided by the
bappy results of prudent legislation in
England and the United States, we shal!
save to an important part of our population
millions, on which their future depends,
and shall encourage this kind of provision .
being made—savings destined to alleviate
so much suffering and to dry so many
tears. How many among us justifv their
apathy in regard to these societies, by
pointing to the want of sufficient guarantes
that they seem to offer? Let us hasten
to reassure them by a good law, whiok,
offering & solid basis for confidence, will
induce our population to protect itself
against every caprice of fortune, and
against even common accident. We
shall thus have produced an immense
good. For on taking the figures as given
in the official reports upon upwards of
of $36,000,000 of life assurance in Canada,
foreign companies appear at the head of
our own institutions. To signal this fact
is to indicate the remedy,and I am per-
svaded that the Government will show
itself equal to the task.

An unfortunate delay on the part of
the Washington Government deprives us
of the satisfaction of hearing that the
question of compensation due in virtue
of the Washington Treaty has been set-
tled. It is 'with pride that we can con-
gratulate ourselves that we have not
offered any obstruction ourselves, the
Imperial Goversment having, on the
demand of our Canadian Ministers, no.:
minated our Commissioner. Let us hope
tbat in & very short time this question
will be settled in a satisfactory manner.

The creation of a Supreme Court and
Court of Exchequer, completing our
judicial hierarchy, was & necessity of our
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federal position, and it is with pleasure
that we see called to form such a Court
the most eminent legal men of the coun-
try, whose sppointments have everywhere
been viewed with great favour. The
selection of officers would also appear to
have been particularly happy. The want
of exact and systematio information on
the different categories of crime, and the
importance of collecting and classifying
oriminal statistics, have also engaged the
attention of the Government, and & bill
containing the necessary provisions will
be submitted in regard to this matter. In
treating of the question of statistics, I
venture to express a hope that the
Government will also see fit to occupy
itself with vital and hygienic statistics,
with a view to the removal of
causes of epidemics; &nd an effort
to lessen in general the rate of
mortality is a work of philanthropy, and
well worthy the atténtion of the Govern-
ment. If I recollect rightly, the Govern.
ment is already pledged to deal with this
important measure. The consolidation of
the Statutes has alzo become & necessity
in consequence of the number of the
smendments that have been made in
many of our laws, and we shall see it
accomplished with pleasure. Another
wmeasure, providing for the better adminis-
tration of the property of banks in a state
of insolvency, will likewise be submit-
ted. The necessity for such a law is now
imperative, inasmuch as the existing law
furnishes no methcd of liquidating the
affairs of banks which during a commercial
orisis may fail or suspend their payments.
I am persuaded that is a matter the
Public would be, glad to see adjusted.
The Government having under its control
an immense extent of territory, has been
obliged to provide for an unfortunate
portion of its inhabitante, the Indians;
these children of the forest whom they
are stringently bound to maintain. To
treat them tenderly, and to open to them
the doors of civilization, is the noble and
beautiful mission, the accomplishment of
which one of the paragraphs deals with.

It is to be regretted that commercial
depression should have seriously affected
our revenue, and that a reduction of the
expenditure of several of the Depart-
ments has been thereby necessitated.
Let us hope that the greatest prudence
will be exercised in the discharge of this
delicate task, and that above all, nothing
will be done to prejudice its efficacy.

The correspondence, as well as the re.
ports and other documents bearingon the

The
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construction . of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, will be submitted to us. This
paragraph is multum in parve, since it
promises in eo few words details on the
immense project of uniting the two
oceans. Pending their submission, let us
hope that mo effort will be spared to keep
the compact entered into with British
Columbia at the time of Confederation
with that Provinee, to develope her
immense stretch of territory, and to
endow the Dominion with one of the
most gigantic works in the entire world;
provided, neverthelese, that ithe whole
be carried out in such a manner as
not to interfere with the finanocial status
of the country, nor do injustice to this
colony, which, let us hope, will con-
sider cbat the advantages and well
being of the Province in question
ought mot to be lightly compromised.
During recess I notice Mr, Speaker that
these remarks have been modified in a
manner which is very pleasing to me.
While regretting that circumstances
should bhave unfortunately been the
cause of a deficit in Manitoba, is is pleas-
ing to know that aid shall be extended,
ag sought here, by interior re-organization,
whereby expenditure shall be diminished.
It is, in my judgement, a real ‘reform
brought about by the present Govern-
ment. Honourable gentlemen need not
go very farback to recall that from
among the various parts of the Dominion
our budget has been not unfrequently
assailed, although, on the other hand. nov
the slightest effort was made to equalize
revenue and expenditure, reliance being
invariable bad in the magical effect of
“Better terms.” Theretoreis this a poiicy
which shall turn back the invading wave
of concession which characterized the
first years of confederation ; and for my
part, I am well satistied with it.

His Excellency finally expresses a hope
that wisdom and moderation may guide
our deliberations. We cheerfully concur
in this portion of the speech, and assure
His Excellency of our mindfulness that
duty is higher than glory, and justice
higher than success. I would be dis-
posed to continue, did I not feel that my
remarks might lessen the effect of the
Speech from the Throne, but 1 leave it
to the seconder of the Address to supply
the deficiency. He concluded by mov-
ing:— :

That the following address be presented
to His Excellency the Governor General,
to offer the respectful thanks of this
House to His Exoellency for the gracious
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8peech which His Excellency has been
Elle’:sed to make to both Houses of Par-
eat, namely : — :
To His Excellency the Right Honour-
able Sir Frederick Temple, Earl of
ufferin, Viscount and Baron Clandeboye
of Clandeboye, in the County Down, in tha
€erage of the United Kingdom, Baron
Dufferin and Clandeboye of Ballyleidy and
lleleagh, in the County Down, in the
eerage of Iveland, and a Baronet, Knight
of the Most Tllustrious Order of St. Pat-
Mk and Knight Commander of the Most
onourable Order of the Bath, Governor
eneral of Canada, and Vice Admiral of
the same.

May it Please Your Excellency :~—

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal
subjects, the Senate of Canada, in Parlia-
ment assembled, respectfully thank Your
Excelleucy for your gracious speech at
the opening of this session.

It is with much pleasure that we find

arlisment again called together by Your
Excellency to attend to the business ot
the country.

We are glad to know that since we last
asgembled it has been Your Excellency’s
happiness to visit the Mother Country,
8n{ to have had the opportunity while
there of calling public attention to the
Temarkable progress of the Dominion, and
of giving expression to the feelings of
attachment to the person of Her Majesty
and the interests of the Empire which
8nimate the Canadisn people.

© agree with Your Excellency that

the greay depression which has prevailed
foughout neighbouring countries for
8everal years, and which has more re-
Cently been felt in the Old World, causing
8 general stagnation of business, has
®xtended to Canads, and has seriously
a’&’cted our trade; but at the same time,
ab have reason to be grateful for an
e bdant harvest; and, while deeply
s:‘ﬁ{‘et}mg, with Your Exceliency, the
el ering which exists among certain
co“m and in particular localities, we
ne""m‘ with Your Excellency in believing,
pezerthelan, that the great bulk of our
mmpl? continus to enjoy a condition of

W l prosperity.

Ex, °l Teciprocate with pleasure Your
“th "te lency’s congratulations on the fact
n 3t the great, railway undertaking, con-
w?ctxng the former Province of Canada
ith the Maritime Provinces, provided

for by the Act i i
L of 1867, is approaching
Sompletion; and we thank Your

Xoellency for the information . that,
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early in the coming summer, the small
portion of the [ntercolonial line mnot
already in operation will be opened, when
the connection with other systems of
raillway will be formed so a: to enable
passengers and traflic to pass over contin-
uous lines of railway from Halifax or St.
John to the extreme Western railways of
Ontario.

We agree with Your Excellency in_
thinking that the opening of the Prince Ed
ward Island Railway during the past year
marks an epoch in the history of that
island, and canimit but exert a beneficial
influence on the people, and add to their
material prosperity.

We participate in the regret felt by
Your Excellency in having to state that
although every effort has been made to
obtain an early settlement of the claims
of Canada for compensation for the use of
her Fisheries by the United States, as
provided by the Tredty of Washington,
and although Her Majesty’s Government
in the eurly part of last sumumer, at the
instance of Your Excellency’s advisers,
appointed the British Commisgioner, the
United States have not yet appointed a
Commissioner, and that consequently no
progress has been made.

We thank Your Excellency for inform.
ing us that you have given effect to the
Supreme and Exchequer Court Act of lest
Session by issuing the proclamations, and
by appointing the Judges and officers of
the Court.

We shall await with interest the Bill to
simplify and amend the law relating to
Common Carriers, which Your Excellency
is pleased to inform us will be submitted
for our consideration, as well as the bill
which we learn from Your Exocellency
will be brought before us containing pro-
visions for affording greater security to
policy holders in Life Assurance Compa-
nies.

The want of reliable and systematised
information relating to the several alasses
of crime and the importance of collecting
and classifying criminal statistics having
engaged Your Excellencv’s attention, we
are glad to hear from Your Excellency,
thas a bill will be introduced to provide
for what is most essential in this direc-
tion.

We are grateful to Your Excellency for
the information that Parliament will be
asked to make provision for the com-
mencemect of the work of consolidating
the Statute Law.

It gives us pleasure to learn from Your
Excelloncy that the Acta relating to the
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enfranchisement of Indians and the man’
agement of Indian affairs have been fully
considered, and steps have been taken to
ascertain the views of the Indians them-
selves, and that a measure on this subject
will he submitied for our approval.

We thank Your Excellency for inform-
ing us also that a measure will be intro-
duced to pravide for the better adminis-
tration of the'estates of Ineolvent Banks,

Wo are grateful to Your Excellency for
the promise that Correspondence,
Reportsand other papers, regarding the
construction of the PacificdRailway, will
be laid defore us.

We receive with great interest the
statement made to us by Your Excellency
that during the recess a deputation from
the Government of Manitoba visited
Ottawa to invite the attention of the
Government of the Dominion to the cirs
cumstances of that Province, and that
they represented that the income of the
Province was insufficient to provide for
its ordinary Governmental expenses; that
the papers on this subject will be laid
before us, and certain propositions will be
submitted for our consideration; and that
the Legislature of Manitoba has in the
meantime adopted some measures (o
reduce the expenditure of the Province.

We beartily respond to Your Excels
lency’s invitation by promising Your
Excellency that we shall give our earnest
attention to the sevaral subiects mens
tioned, and to the general business which
will come before us, and we trust, with
your Excellency, that our deliberations
may be guided by wisdom and moders»
tion.

Hon., Mr. LEUNARD~In seconding the
Address in reply to the Speech from tne
Throne, [ will assume that my hon. {riend
has taken all the points in connoction
with it, and disposed of them to the sa-
tisfaction of the House. This is gratifying
to me, as I will not Have to make a long
speech. Thbe Speech from the Throne is
always supposed to indicate the line of
policy to be taken up during the session,
and we find that we have not been pro-
mised abything startling in the way of le-
gislation,which to my mind is much better
for the couniry than the other extreme.
I might remark that the great and
important questions connected with the
consolidation af this Union have been
pretty well dicposed of, although they
will come up from time to time.

‘The first paragraph in the epeech is in
relation to Lord Dufferin’s visit to Eng-
Jand. I am sure the House, and the

[SENATE.]

Address.

country too, will be highly gratified at the
bhandsome manner in whic? he spoke of
us Canadians. His speeches seemed
to have the real Canadian ring about
them, and I am sure they were gratifying
to every Canadian. The second paragraph
refers to the industries of the country.
It is to be regretted that certain interests
have suffered more or less during ihe last
year, but when we reflect that these inter.
ests are more or less affected in foreign
countries we may conclude it is beyond
our reach. At the same time, it is grati-
fying to know that our agricultural inter-
ests are prospering, and it is to be pre-
sumed that it will only be a
shoit time that other interests
will remain in a depressed state. All
Governments are troubled more or less
with these periods of depression. Our
revenues have fallen off, and the Govern-
ment will have to provide for it, but it 18
also a source of congratulation that we
are not falling more into debt, so that we
will only have to wait for a time to get
round to the same state of prosperity that
we bad before. The third paragraph
refers to the Intercolonial Railway. I am
sure this House and the country gener-
ally, will be gratified to know that that
link of union between the Provinces is
about to be completed, and that the road
is about to be opened up during
the coming summer. It is one
of the schemes of confederation that
is about to be accomplished. Like all
other great public works, it took double
the time and the expenditure contem-
plated when it was originated. In con-
nection with that, 1t is gratifying that the
Prince Edward Island Railway is complete
and in operation, ayd I bope steps
will soon be taken to connect these roads
by some means of commmunication between
the mainland and the island. The fourth
paragraph refers more particularly to the
fisheries question, which it appears has not
been settled, although from the intimation
given in the Speech, is is clear that Ca-
nada has done her part; aud it is im-
portant that our friends on the otuer
side  should come up to the
standard which we have set up in trying
to close this matter. It is calculated to
create a distrust and disturb the friendly
feelings that exist between the two
countries, that such an important ques-
tion should remain undetermined, and
it is to be hoped that steps will be
taken to settle matters in & manner
satisfactory to all parties. The fifth
paragraph relates to the Supreme Court.
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It is gratifyng to the country that we
have gentlemen of such undoubted ability
and such standing called to that high
Position. The establishment of the Court
itaelf is one step towards our nation-
ah'ty, though it does mnot exclude
suitors from going to the foot of the
Throne. It is foreshadowedin the sixth
clause  that it is the intention of the
Government to bring down a Bill for the
rezulation of the relations subsisting
between the public and common carriers.
It will be acceptable I presume to the
House and to the country, A bill is also
Promised for the greater security of policy
holders in life insurance companies, and
one for the coliection of criminal statis-
tics. The ninth paragraph alludes to
the consolidation of the laws and the
management of Indian affairs. 1t is
gratifying to state that our administra-
tion of ludian affairs has been more suc-
cessful than other countries, and I hope
that this spirit will be continued by the
Dominion.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—We sometimes
have advantages in this House which to
8ome extent counterbalence many of the
disadvantages under which generally
speaking we labour. The advantage
which I now have in view is that we
occasionally have vacant seats filled by
gentlemen irom the Lower House ; and
sometimes there comes to us a member
Who has had such legslative experience
that we listen with pleasure to his
remarks. The honourable member from
London is an old member, and we take

8 remarks in the apirit in which
they have been offered. 1 do not
¢omplain of the brevity of the Speech
tom the Throne or tue paucity of its
Contents. I do not think it is & disadvan-
tage tothe country that we should be
found in need of little legislation. Dur-
Ing the six or seven years since Con-
ederation, a very great deal of legislation
Was necessary from session to session,
Wore particularly during the earlier
Period of the,Union. I have ro doubt
that jn experience honourable gentle-
Wen opposite have found this to be the
caso, and they had some difficulty in

Nding for their programme even the few
8ubjects that form the Speech. The bur
then of the Speech, I am sorry to notice,
18 melancholy—that is with reference to
the state of the country; and ! am
;ure any measure that will be offered

Y the Government to restore financial
miuess' und bring back prosperity to

tade will meet with the hearty support
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of this side of the House. I only wish
that hon. gentlemen on this side of this
branch of the legislature had more fre-
quent opportunities of sympathising with
the hon. gentlemen opposite. That the .
country is in aun unprosperous state is
only too true. I will not attribute it
altogether to the Government or to their
legislation, for it arises from other causes
over which they have no control. I am
sorry 1 cannot go further and say that by
their legislation they have not contri-
buted to tbe depression ; I am not pre-
pared to say that.. When first they en-
tered on their official career their Finance
Minister threw a gloom over the financial
affairs of the country by his prophecies.
Such remarks from 8o high a quarter no
doubt bad a tendency to create depression
in trade. It is somewhat odd, also, in the
face of this prophecy, that the Goyern-
ment, during the time they have been in
office, have been most lavish in their.éx-
penditures, There has been an incon-
sistency in the course pursued by the
Premier and the Finance Minister; a want:
of harmony between the prophecies made
by one member of the Government and
the expenditures urged on with a lavish
hand by the other. If the prophecies of
the Finance Minister were believed in by
the Government, economy ‘ should have
been proposed and acted upon, so that
instead of suffering from a deficiency in
the revenue, and the prospect of increas-
ed taxation, the country would be in a
more prosperous condition today. The
expenditures on public works without
the sanction of Parliament I find iancon-
sistent with the professions of the First
Minister and bis colleagues in past years ;
especially the purchase of a large amount
of railway material that will not be required
for use for some years, I have no doubt
that the Government in this way assisted
in bringing about the depression which
the Speech has cause to lament. I agree
with the member for Lotbiniere in his
opinion of the benefit which the country
will derive from His Excellency’s expres-
sions in England in relation to Canada.
These views and impressions were gather-
ed at a time when the results of the
legislation which the late Ministry inaugu-
rated had brought about a state of
affairs throughout the country in which
His Excellency saw much to admire,
and which he spoke 8o highly of in
the Mother Couatry. With reference to
the other items of the Speech, I have
hardly any remark to make; the bur-
then of it is really the depreesion of
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the commerce of the country. The de-
pression in trade and the necessity for
strict economy to avoid increased taxation
sre deplored by all. I am sure we shall
Jjoin heartily in adopiing such measures
as may be calculated to restore pros-
perity to the country. I join in the
expression of gratification at the establish-
ment of the Supreme Court. I think the
selections to the bench of that tribunal
have been happily made, and that the
gentlemen who bave been called to these
high positions will have the confidence
of the country, so that they may look
forward to a long and prosperous career.
1 am sorry that there is not a paragraph
in the Speech about immigration, as I am
desirous of an opportunity to congratu-
late my hon., friend the Ministet of Agri-
culture on the appointment of the gentle-
man who replaces Agent-General Jenkins,
—an appointment which will be a great
advantage to the country. I cannot say
a8 much for his predecessor. When the
sppomntment of Mr. Jenkins was made it
was feared that he was totaully unfit for
the position, and these fears have been
. unhappily realized. It was & matter of
extreme surprise when he was appointed.
No one seemed to know how it came
about, and I think the Government would
find it difficult to explain. A more un-
fortunate appointment could not have
been made ; he did no good, but ho did
barm, for he made himself a subject of
ridicule all over England and Scotland,
ana finally wound up by a communication
to a paper in which he says he has lost his
office through Uliramontane influence.
1f it has been Ultramontane influence, it
has come from my hon. friend the Minis-
ter of Agriculture. I propose to offer no
oppoeition to the Address and shall be
ad to join in carrying it through the
Fouse -

Hon. Mr. GIRARD-I will profit by
the latitude permitted on an occasion
like the present, to make a few remarks,
which will not eontain any threats with
regard to the Government, but rather a
respectful claim on its attention on the
part of the Proviace which I have the
honour to represent. Besides, I would
not threaten the Government in connec
tion with a Speech dehivered by His Ex-
cellency, which indeed would afford no
opportunity for such action, even if I
were 80 inclined. I agies with the hon.
gentleman who moved the Address, that
the firet paragraph will be received with
great satisfaction from one end of the
country to the other, for the action of the
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distinguished re ntative of Her Ma-
jesty here, in all the different circum-
stances in which he has been placed,
calculated as it has been to strengthen
the tie which unites us to England, and
the love we bear for British Institutions,
has been of such a nature as to give us
the greatest pleasure. We are informed
that the gigantic enterprise of building
the Intercolonial Railway will be com-
leted at an early date, creating facilities
or the conveyance of merchandise from
the most- distant portions of Ontario to
Halifax, and {orming the firat part of that
great artery which will join the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans, and which should be
built in the general interest of the Pro-
vinces of the Dominion. I do not doubt
that the completion of the railway on
Prince Edward’s Island is & remarkable
fact in its history, and I am sure that
if the road under . construction
from the limits of the Province of Manito-
ba to Fort Garry be finished during the
coming year, it will also be a most import-
ant event, not only in the annals of the
Province, but of the whole Dominion.
Among the different measures whose sub-
mission is promised, I observe that the
Government intend to commence the
revision of the Btatutes, a work requiring
the most scrupulous care, as a large
numbver of the laws of the Dominion were
taken en bloc from the legislation of its
different Provincial parts, enacted pre-
vious to Confederation, and it is almost
impossible, under the circumstanées, for
Magistrates to perform their duties with
clear ideas a8 to their proper powers. 1
am glad to notice that the Government
proposes to take into comsideration
matters touching the interests of the
Indians, because the time has arrived
when they should know what will be done
for their support, on the disappearance of
the buffalo from their hunting grounds—
no distant event. The task to to he un=
dertaken is a serious one, but means must
be taken to face a position to which so
much responsibility is attached. A large -
number of strangers have settled in Man-
itoba. A measure should te introduced
during the present session to facilitate
their naturalization, apd I believe that
such a step would encourage foreigners to
make their homes permanently in our
midst. In the latter portion of the Speech
from the Throne, allusion is made to the
circumstance that a deputation arrived
last autumn from Manitoba to plead the
cause of that Province, and it i8 cerfain
that its Government, while using the



Debate on

grant of $65,000 made to the Province

Wwill  carry into  operation  the
recommendations of the Administration.
Manitoba had a right to an increased
allocation, in harmony with the present
8ize of its population and its contribu-
tions to the genersl funds of the Domin~
1on, under the provisions of the Manitoba

ct. Its existing difficulties will not be
of long duration, and the steady flow of im
migration will beone of the causes which
will lead to a better state of things. The
delegation above mentioned demanded
seriously that o which they were entitled.
and did not hold out the hand for charity;
and it was not reasonable to impose om
its members conditions which siruck a
blow at the privileges with which the
Province was invested by the Act to
‘which I have referred. The Legislature
of Manitoba was obliged to accept the
suggestions made, and in decreeing the
abolition of the Legislative Council, its
members acted with a view to the public
Interest, rather than from motives of
economy. The Council, with its member-
ship of seven, only cost the Province
about three thousand dollars per annum,
and the Legislative Assembly, in the in
terest of the people, could not see any
way of refusing to ratify a change which
rather diminished the prerogatives of the
Crown than affected popular liberties.
In place of a half measure of this nature,
it might have been better to have entirely
repodelled the Manitoba Act, extending
the limits of the Province to the Rocky
Mountains, governing the immense terri-
tory under provisions analagous with
those which are in force in British Colum-
bia, whereby a great deal of money would
be without doubt saved. During the
next ten years Fort Garry or Winnipeg
could be the capital of the North-West
Territory, whence it would be more easy
to administer the Government than
from any other point wawch could
be chosen for the purpose. Before taking
my seat I will say that it is my intention
to express my views frankly when occa-
sion offers, with the hope that I will sug-
gest something to the Government that
may be of service to the Province I have
the honour, ina certain measure, torepre-
sent. - .

Hon. Mr. READ—I have ventured on
one op two occasioxp to address the House
on matters relating to the financial posi-
tion of the country, and before the Ad-
dress passes, I would like tosay a few
- words upon it as a whole, J do not think

b vée can complain of it, because there
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is very little in i{—a clear proof of the wis-
dom of the late Administration in framing
such measures for the good government of
the country that we neither require at
present new enactments of any im-
portance, or to have others repealed. To
the first paragraph of the Address I must
certainly say amen ; for, tomy mind, this
is the proper sesgon for the assembling of
Parliament, when we can, and are accus.
tomed to, spare the time to give that de-
liberation to measures brought before us
that they demand. Every one will admit
the great importance to this country of
the speeches made by His Excellency the
Governor General, and their benefit, in-
deed, can scarcely be appreciated. The
next paragraph has reference to the de-
pression and stagnation of husiness pre-
vailing throughout the neighbouring
country, and felt in the Old World, which
have affected our trade. I think that the
Government is chargeable with some of
the causes leading to this state of things.
Every one is aware that they sent a Com-
migsioner to Washington, and we know
that gentleman’s opinions regarding the
trade policy of this country, for he not
kept them secret, and we all believe that
he is & * power behind the throne.” We
all know that if he could do it, the existing
policy of this country would be changed.
And what do we find? That as soon as he
was sent there the manufacturers of this
country took alarm. They saw that if he
carried a measure in accordance with his
views, to them it meant money. They
buttoned up their pockets, and each man
begsn to contrive, not to extend, but
curtail his operations in every possible
manner. This was one of the effects of
sending that gentleman to Washington,
and the class of the population which I
have mentioned was not the only section
affected. Canadian merchants began to
look around dnd perceive that the success
of this mission meant great loss to them,
and to seek methods of protecting them-
gelves. This was not all; nearly every
projected enterprise of this country was
stopped, and a general feeling of uncer-
tainty began to prevail as to what was best
to be done  People shrank from entering
into new unlertakings and spendin
money, for were the measures pro
carried through this Parliament and the
United States Houses, it was a question
whether they would not entail direct tax-
ation. This is to my mind one of the causes
of the present depression affecting certain
classes in this country, because I deny
that the great mass of the people suffer
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from this state of things. They, on the
contrary, are prosperous, and in our
history the farmers never occupied so
excellent a position as they do to-day ; no
thanks, however, to the Government of
the day for that. Our.farming population
has made greater progress than
any other section of our people,
being intelligent, enterprising, and alive
to their interests. They have always been
industrious, and a8 one cause for this I
may say that the schoolmaster has been
abroad.

I hope that the Government will be
forced to stop that useless piece of
work, the construction of the Georgian
Bay branch of the Pacific Railway, a
premature and unwise undertaking, as the
resolutions adopted by this House
solemnly stated. But these words are
hardly strong enough to fitly char-
acterize the expenditure of public money
being made in this relation, which
is perfectly useless and even worse
than useless in my opinion. Six roads
are already buiit to afford accommo
dation for the traffic of that portion of
the country, and when this branch is
completed it will destroy the other lines
without ensuring its own success. If it
takes the business from the otber routes,

it will destroy them, and it
fails to do 8o, it will then be
worse thun valueless, I took ex-

ception in 1874 to the increased tariff.
I believed that I was right then, and I
hold that opinion still more strongly now.
1 thcught that the revenue was sufficient
and more than sufficient to meet the
ordinary expenses of the country. I gave
figures to prove the correctness of my
position, and was pleased to notice that
our Finance Minister, in his letter written
in London, last October, fully corroborated
them—indeed he quoted them almost
line for line—as to the results of the ad-
ministration of public affairs during the
eight years following the accomplishment
of Confederation. It seems strange, but
1 have on my desk one of his statements—
the Budget Speech of 1874—in which he
takes the most gloomy and despondent
view of the financial condition and pros-
pects of the country, and another pre
pared in London only two years afterwards
of quite a different character. In the
course of the jatter, he shows that at the
very time I brought up the matter in
1874, we had ten millions of a surplus, as
1then declared, and in fact, though the
figures are in pounds, the results are ex-
actly tho same. This is deeply gratie
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fying to me; and I say that his former
allegations were extremely mischievous.
They did us barm, and I am pleased to
find thatin England he was obliged to
make quite a different, and what I be-
lieve to be a correct statement, over his
own signature. Was it necessary to in-
crease the tariff in 18/4? and what
becsme of the money? If any person
will take the trouble to examine the bank-
ing returns of this country, they will find
that the very money so obtained was
deposited in different banks ; and was it
used? No, I declare that it was not em-
ployed, and that it was not required. We
find that at that date the Finance Minister
annouunced in his Budget Speech that the
deposits in Canadian Banks amounted to
$7,275,121; and what do we observe one
year later? That the sum deposited by
the Government in the banks of this coun~
try reached $10,426,216 — hence the extra
taxation obtained was not needed, for the
increased revenue only went into the
banks, in which, in addition, there were
four or five millions more, held for the
Government in England. This shows, as
the bank statement will prove, that the
surplus was not expended. We discover
that the amounts deposited on the part of
the Government during the twelve months
following, at all events, exceeded three
millions ; that was all very well, but the
money bad to be spent, and wbat did the
Government do with it? Without the
authority of Parliament, they bought steel
rails to the value of $2,700,000.

An hon. gentleman—No |

Hon. Mr. READ—~Yes! and although
the Government stated that they pur-
chased rails for 372 miles of railway,
they in reality obtained a sufficient
quantity to lay 550 miles. To-day rails of
the same description, delivered in this
country, would cost £43 per ton, but the
price given was £54,

An hon. gentleman—£437?

Hon. Mr. READ-£43, the price at
which these rails Liave been offered to the
Northern Colonization Railway Compsny
~—$8 & ton of difference in England. The
result of the transaction, merely calcu-
lating the difference in price then and now,
a loss of $350,000. And are they to be used?
They are distributed all over the country,
some in Nangimo and Esquimault, and
others I don’t know where. And this is
not all, for are we nof losing the interest
of 4} per cent. for the space of at least
two years, before which they cannot be
employed, making another difference of
£260,000, and an aggregate loss to the
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oountry of $800,000. This transaction was
Dot effected in the hest interests of
the countryy I did not pur
Pose gaying very much in this
Telation, but I do hope thatthe Govern-
ent will arrest the expenditure proceed-
ing from day to day, but which would
hot have been permitted had this House
had the power to prevent it. Of such
Power this House has been deprived and
ow that little clause was inserted, by
which this House was shorn of such a
Prerogative, I never could understand,
nor could I ever meet any one who did.
It did appear, however, in the measure—
and the Government seemed to know it—
that contracts were to be submitted to
the House of Commons alone, but in
reading over the debates of this house, I
find that every hon. gentleman who spoke
stated that contracts were to be submit
ted to Parliament, Of course the provi-
Vision was inserted by the Government,
but I do not think it would have passed
very easily in this House had it been so
understood. The discussion on that im-
portant n.easure, it is to be remarked,
took place at 10 o’clock on Saturday
night, and the debate was adjourned until
the following Tuesday. We had not time
to consider it properly, and in reality very
little or nothing was said about it.
Like my leader, I feel that anything that
T can do to assist the Government in the
Passage of good measures, I ought to
make it my duty todo. A close examin-
ation of the legislation of the day is ne-
cessary, I hope that in this relation we
will perform our part ; at all events, I will
try to do mine, and then I shall feel that
gluy dduty will have been faithfully ful-
o

Hon. Mr. CARROL—I do not rise to
congratulate the Government on the pau-
city of subjects which characterizes their
Speech, for I believe that subjects exist,
but they have been ignored. 1 refer
Particularly to the British Columbian
Question and the great and growing diffi.
culties now existing in the relations
bétween the Dominion and that Province.
I believe that the misunderstandings that
have. arisen have been increasing in
gravity, and that they have perhaps been
Intensified by the absence of any allusion
to them in the Speeoh. I feel convinced
that these relations ‘are beginning to as-
Sume & political complexion of such
lmtyortm'ee as the Government will find
befare this session draws to a close may
threaten the peace of the Confederation.
I view with some alarm the flippant man-
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ner in which a' subject of this impor-
tance is alluded to.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—My honourable
friend on this side of the House
says he warned the Government last year
of the difficulties they were drifting into
in connection with the Georgian Bay
Branch Railway expenditure. It is very
strange that that hon. gentleman, and
others from his neighbourhood, can see

only through spectacles that look south .

of this districte He tells us there is
no necessity for the Georgian Bay
Branch Railway being built, as there
are six existing railways stretching out
in that direction from one point. I
think the question is a plain one; that
this country is deeply interested in the
opening up of the section through which
the road runs. The members from the
Maritime Provinces and Quebec, and from
Eastern Ontario, will see that the correct
policy for the country is to have a direct
route across the continent, without
diverging through the southern portion of
Ontario. The Government have gone on
in good faith building that road, and
although I do not wish to see them have
a long lease of power, I want to see
them in power long enough to complete
the task, I am sorry to see the hon.
gentleman so much wrapped up in the
western part of the Province, and I think
there are members in this House disin-
terested enough to oppose anything which
would encourage this sectional feeling. I
hope that the Government will go on in a
straight course, and that they will see this
road completed. I do not sustain them
in all their actions, but L. hope when there
is & change of Administration, that there
will not be a majority in it who think ss
my hon. friend on my left thinks.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACK—With reference
to the depression of trade, we have proof
that we have not only a deficit, but that
we are likely to come to direct taxation.
With regard to the Maritime Provinces,
I must say that despite the taxes imposed
upon this branch of industry, our fisheries
have provéd equal to the average. I
must take exception tothe second clause
of the Address, owing to the neglect
shown in connection with the settle~
ment of claims for the use by the Ame-

ricans of our fisheries under the provi-
gions of the Washington Treaty. hile
the late Government was in power,

every step was taken to bring the matter
to arbitration, and nothing was left
undone to hasten the conclusion of
negotiations, We then believed that
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millions of dollars would be obtained
for the use by American fishermen
of our waters, but we now
find that the Government are checking
the proceedings, instead of going on
with this arbitration. A Commissioner
was sent to Washington to barter away
theserights fora reciprocity treaty~a most
ruinous project—and not only to barter
away our fisheries, but sacrifice all our
rights, and give the Americans the use of
our market,making of ourselves forever the
hewers of wood and the drawers of water
for our neighbours on the opposite side of
the line ; therefore, I say that I cannot
approve of the second clause, the Govern-
ment not having done everything in their
power to expedite the termination of this
arbitration. I believe that we stand in a
worse position at present in this relation
than we have occupied in the past, and we
eannot expect to receive the compensa-
tion that we otherwise would secure.
Hon. Mr. VIDAL—In commenting
briefly upon the Speech from the Throne,
I would ask the attention of hon. mem-
bers for one moment to its omission of
any reference to a matter which I think,
was entitled to recognition, owing to the
action of the Senate in regard t6 it. 1
refer to the prohivition of the traffle in
intoxicating liquors. We came to a
determination last session on this point,
and the Government, as far as practicable,
should endeavour to carry out the wishes
of this House. I find it recorded on the
Jjournals,;that this Chamber, by a consider-
able msjority, adopted a Report of its
Committee affirming that the time has
now arrived when the attention of the
Government should be given to this im~
portant matter—prohibition—~and to the
introduction of a bill prohibiting the ma-
nufacture, importation and sale of intox-
icating liquors, 1Ilon. gentlemen will
observe that the record of the views of
this House is clear, definite and distinct,
and must, a8 we are bound naturally
to suppose, attract the notice of the Gov-
ernment, unless this House is to be
ignored altogether, and really in some
respects it seems as if our solemn de-~
cisions were of no moment whatever.
I must say that I think that the omission
of any allusion whatever to this very
important question, is decidedly a mark
of disrespect, to say the least of it,
towards this chamber, whatever we may
think of the views which may be taken
by our rulers of that great evil, intem-
perance, the curse of our country. It
is in fact a question of greater impor-
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tance relative to four material, moral
and intellectual progress and interests
than any other. I say this without fear
of countradiction, and although the
attention of  the Administration
has been directly called to it by
this branch, and in almost as strong
terms by the other branch of the Legisla-
ture, the Government secem to have
treated with the greatest disrespect—yea,
even with contemptuous silence—the
solemn resolution of this House, in re.
ference to a matter deeply affecting the
well being, prosperity and happiness of
the entire country. I must express my
deep regret that a matter of such moment
should receive no notice whatever in His
Excellency’s speech. But while thus
commenting on the omission, I feel bound
to express my great satisfaction with one
clause I find in the Speech, and that
is the necessity which the Governs
ment have discovered for the cols
lection of statistics concerning the
commission of crime, This is a most
important matter, especially with refer.
ence to the great question to which I
have alluded, for I; am perfectly satisfied
that when we have an authentic statement
of the vast amount of the crime and misery,
and the number of deaths caused by the
too free use of intoxicating liquors pre-
sented to the Parliament of this country,
it%will be felt by members to be“a ques-
tion which cannot be set aside or ignored
in the faithful performance of their duty
towards themselves, their families, and
the country at large. I rejoice therefore
that an intention is expressed of collecting
these statistics, and I trust that very great
care will be taken to ascertain where
intoxication is the more im ::ediate cause
leading to the comthission of crimes, in
order that we may have authentic evidence
on which to base our action with respect
to the comnection existing between in-
temperance and crime.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD (Victoria)—
Although the trade and revenue of British
Columbia form but an insignificant part of
the trade aund revenuevof the Dominion,
yet in the midst of so many dismal cries of
depression, I think it just to state, and it
may be pleasing to some hon. gentlemen
to know, that the general depression did
pot affect our Pruvince. During the firat
part of 1875 trade was good. The gold
mines yielded well ; our coal mining and
lumbering interests were in a prosperous
condition ; our crops were good, and
owing to the state of the California market,
farmers obtained good prices, All that we
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want is & small amount of justice from
this country. We do not demand all our
rights, but we do look for a portion. The
reference in the speech from the Throne
to tha Pacific Railway is very brief. And
We can well imagine the counteats of the
Papers promised to be sent down on the
Bubject, We will be told that the
Government could not fulfil its obliga-
tions to British Columbia, in consequence
of which an offer was made to that Pro
Vince and declined. [f hon. gentlemen
would like to know why these obligations
could not be fulfilled. I can- tell them the
Teason is the action of this House last
Session, in refusing to do a simple act of
Justice to one of the weakest Provinces
In the Dominion. A former Administra-
tion entered into a bargain with us which
was objacted to by the Opposition of the
day as being more of a burden than the
country could sustain. That Opposition
—-now the gentlemen who compose the
Govgmment—on coming into office, lost
Do time in obtaining & moditication and
relaxation of the original bargain, mor - in

eeping (according to their views) with
the resonrces of the country ; and when
an effort is made to carry into effect one
of the conditions of the modified bargain,
& majority of this House prevent its
being done—thereby inflicting a deep
jury on the Province -destroying ail
confidence, and causing much ill feeling
and discontent. The action of the House
reflects no credit on the honour of this
Country, retards, and interferes with all
our industries, and .a reaction is now
belt}g feit. Surely a Government that did
all in its power to relieve the country of
80me of its burdens, could fairly be en
trusted with spending money ia our Pro
Vince., There would be no danger of our

getting too much. I do hope that whon|

the affairs of our Province come again
before this House, it will rot withnold
Justice. It is not our wish to overtax or
burden this country, in doing us jusitce,
such a thing not being necessary. Ths
acific Railway is too commonly looked
Ypon as a Biitish Columbis affuir, and it
has been stated that the money speant in
that Province on construction would be a
irect benetit to its present population.
othing can be more erroneous than such
& view. No doubt we expect benetits,
but the work must be lookad upon in its
true character, as a great natioual under-
taking.  Althugh we are anxious for
its commencement, yot a very small per-
%entage on the outlay would go into the
Pockets of the people in the Province,
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Hon. Mr. TRUDEL—This is not an oc-
casion for us to express sentiments hos-
tile to the policy propounded by the
Government. [n other words. it is notan
occasion to make war on the Administra~
tion entruste] with the affairs of the
couniry. 1 believe tnat the Address in
reply to the Speech from the Throne, if
I understand constitutional usages right,
is au opportunity afforded to members of
hoth Houses to consider the policy of the
Government and the country. There is
mi~b to be said, on the various matters
mentioned in the Speech from the
Throne, but it is to bo regretted that
none of them are such as we might con.
siter of vital importance to the country.
1 will not follow the Speech paragraph by
paragraph, or enumerite all the reflec-
tions it might inspire. [ will not for in~
stance speak of the finances of the
country, though [ am not of the opinion
that their present state is due simply to
the bad state of busiress. 1t seems to
me obvious that the existing financial
depression is due iz a certain measure to
the bad policy of the Government. I be-
lieve that the deficit which is apparent in
our revenue is due to certain expenses,
abioveall, in connection wits an enterprise
which we in the Province of Quebec con-
sider absurd and useless, from a general
point of view, to the interests of the
Dominion, at least considering the way in
which it is executed and its location,
which make of it a merely local road.
I cannot forget this railroad, woich has
cost & considerable sum, and will again be
the subject of considerable expenditure,
has been run in such a way as to benefit
Untario at the expense of Quebec. No
doubt the great depression in the indus-
tries of Montreal has been affected
although mnot altogether Ly the tariff.
Thus I cannot share the opinipn of those
who say that the Administration of the
country has nothiag to do with this de-
plorable condition of affairs. I cannot for-
get that the industries which employed
twelve thoasand workmen iu the city of
Montreal are altogether ruined, not by the
natural course of business, but by the un-

just competition of American manu-

factures, which is foolishly allowed
by an insuffic'ently ‘protective tariff.
Allusion kas been made by an hin, mem-
ber not only to the trip of His Excellency
an:d the benefits which the Dominion
ought to draw from the attitude taken by
His Excellency and the ab.e manner in
which he was able to bring out the advan:
tages which our country offers to emi-
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grants, but further my hon. friend consi-
dered it his duty to refer to the Premiier’s
trip and to say that his remarks ought to
have excellent results to Canada. Iam
not ready to admit that the Premier’s trip
should have had such results. The hon.
gontleman was, without doubt, a living
and eloquent proof in the old world of
what can be done on Canadian soil by
energy and bard work in the way of
obtaining. & bigh position. From this
point of view, the presence of this hon.
gentleman in- the country in which
he was born, I reaily believe, ought
to be a very powerful recommen-
dation with the residents of the old
world, in the way of inducing them to
come and visit Canadian soil, and excite
within them a desire to settle here perma-
nently ; but I regret that under the cir~
cumstances to which the hon. gentleman
made allusion, the Premier made himself
the advocate of an economical theory
which was above all things in our present

osition, peculiarly unfortunate, for he
judged it apropos to extol the advantages
of Free Trade, and on the eve of the
deplorable crisis from which Canadian
industries are at present so seriously
suffering, being, in point of fact, on the
verge of complete ruin. This theory, we
believe, if carried into practice, is well
calculated to contribute to such ruin, at
least in a large degree ; hence I particu-
larly regret the reference made by the
hon. gentléeman to this point. I would
not have made this remark, had such
allusion not been made, for if, under the
circumstances, I had-not entered a dis-
sent with reference to this theory, which
would be fatal to the industrial interests
of this country, if fput into practioe, to
receive tne eulogy of the course followed
by the Hon. Prime Minister on that
occasion without protesting might be con-
sidered &s an approval of such sentiments.

Hoo. Mr. WILMOT—I wish to make a
few observations, because it has gone
abroad that this House is an effete body.
I consider, ‘'however, that any question
affecting the political, social or financial
interests of this Dominion can be discussed
just as intelligently in this House as by
any other legislative Lody in the world.
The leader of the Opposition, in his bland
way, does not wish to have things dis«
cus:ed at all, but [ think we can all agree
in thanking the Governor General for the
views he has 80 ably expressed in Great
Britain with respect to the prosperous
condition and general comfort existing in
the Dominion. With reference to the
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present depression of trade affairs in the
country, I have been for some time taking
notice and calculating its causes. I have
seen that the extravagance that has char.
acterized expenditures, personally, and
municipally,throughout the Dominion gen-
erally, and by the Dominion Government,
must sooner or later have led to this
result, supposing there was no cause out~
side of the country. I have formed the
opinion that the general depression of
trade throughout the world, has been
very much attributable to the large war
indemnity paid by France to Germany,
and this circulating medium which was
the basis of the currency of the commer-
cial world, has been locked up in the cof
fers at Potsdam. France really paid out
only some £57,000,000 sterling out of a
total of £216,000,000 sterling, the balance
being negotiated in the various money
markets of the world with commercial
paper. The rise in gold in the United
States has been in consequence of the sale
of the debentures of that country in Ger-
many, which were afterw resold to
the United States, thus restricting
circulation and bringing down prices.
Coming to our own country, I have
watched the course of affairs with re.
gard to the circulating medium, and I
will give some figures which will at once
show that we must neceasarily have had
commercial depression. I do not know
that this is exactly the time to bring this

‘matter before the House, but here are the

figures to which I allude: I find that in
Seplember, 1874, the notes in circulation
were $29,041,273, and on the 30th of Sep-
tember, of the year following, the notes
in citculation were reduced to $21,130,128,
showing a reduction of $7,916,145.

Deposits on demand, Sep-
tember, 30, 1874............. $12,376,970
Deposits on demand, Sep-

tember, 30, 1875.........cc.. 35,630,430
Specie held Sept. 30, 1874... 7,915,445
Specie held Sept. 30, 1874... 6,737,540

Any man will come to the congclusion that
such a decrease in ecirculation could not
have occurred without general embarrass-
ment. The failures during the past year
amounted to over $30,000,000. When there
is commercial depression in the country, it
is & matter that should certainly be inves-
tigated when Parliament meets. The
banks are really responsible for the circu-
lation of the country,and it is & very
fortunate thing that they are by their own
showing in & sound state; but we can
hardly say that the borrowers from the
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banke are in the same state, as the thirty
illions of failures must show. When the
current of trade is dependent upon issue
#overned by fifty different boards of direc-
tors, who exchange promises to pay for the
Promises to pay of othersand charge seven
to twelve per cent. interest, it is a strong
Inducement for them to expand: their
18sue. I am surprised that we are in as
80od a position 88 we are. As far as
agriculturists are concerned, they have
ad good crops, but prices have gone
down very considerably in consequenceé of
the scarcity of circulation, and I hope
that the Government will turn their
attention to this matter. I have always
n in favour of the issue of Dominion
Notes, and my opinions are decided on
this subject. 1 was bappy to read in the
debates in the British Parlisment in
March last that all the leading financiers
0 the House of Commons concurred in
one opinion, that circulation, whether
gold, metallic or paper,should issue from
the State, he secured to the people, and
the advantages of it go into the public
exchequer to relieve the necessities of
the country, Banks are useful, but they
are dangerous, and I will jus® quote from
a gpeech made by President Buchsnnan
during the financial troubles of 1857,
When he said: *It is easy to ac:ount for
our financial history for the Ilast forty
Years. It has been a history of extrava-
gant expansions in the business of the
Country, followed by ruinous contractions.
At successive intervals the best and most
enterprising men have been tempted to
their ruin by excessive bank loans of
ere paper credit, exciting them to
xtravagant importations of foreign goods,
Wild speculations, and ruinous and
de_!!gonlizing 8 gambling. When the
Crisi¢ arrives, as arrive it must, the banks
¢an extend no relief to the people. In a
Vain struggle to redeem their liabilities mn
'ﬁe_cle they are compelled to contract
their louns and their issues ; and at last,
In the hour of distress, when their assist-
Ance i3 most needed, they and their
dobtors sink into insolvency.” Ido not
\nk we can have the eame experience,
88 our banks are on a different basis from
What the Fanks of the United States were
8t that time. I have only thrown out
these ideas because I think it is a political
Question. I think these matters rise
above all parties, and it is & subject of
Tegret to me and to all thinking men
“:t_ two gentlemen of such financial
ility as Sir A. T. Galt and Sir Francis
cks are not in the House to-day to
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give the country the benefit of their
experience. I have also to refer to
another matter in the Speech, that is the
foreshadowing of a law respecting common
carriers, and also one for the greater
security of policy-holders in life insurance
companies. I hope that the Government
will extend that not only tolife, but to fire
and marine companies, as there has been
a great deal of hasty legislation on these
matters that should be looked into, es-
pecially in companies doing business in
the Maritime Provinces.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE —I eault.e
concur in the sentiments expressed by
the hon. member who has fljux;t; spoken.
The most important part of the Speech
has reference to the commercial depres-
sion, and a great many of the gentlemen
who have spoken have turned their at-
tention to it. I believe the causes are to
be found far beyond the bounds of our
Dominion, and we 1ust submit for some
time to come to their effects. 1 believe
it is the fate ot all colonies. I bhelieve
that a close examination of colonial
finances would show that they are all
subject to periods of depression.  The
general tendency is towards progress, but
occasional reactions must take place.
‘What the wisest policy to pursue may be,
we have yet to learn, of course, from'the
Government; but I venture to express
the opinion, although it may be proper to
retrench the ordinary expenses, that the
public works should not be allowed to
languish, provided our oredit remains
good—as I believe it does from the mar-
ket value of our securities in England.
I think the most painful sight to witness
in a country is idle labourers. The em-
ployment of them will at once stimulate
the prosperity of the country and quickly
react upon the empty treasury, It seems
to me it would be unwise for the Govern-
ment to take alarm at the present con-
dition of the country and suspend the
ocnstruction of our public works. It
seems to me that a time of depression is
the proper period for making publio
improvements. The hon. gentleman from
Belleville traces the causes of this depres-
sion to the visit of an hon. member, who
is not present, to Washington. I differ
from him, and a subsequent passage of
his speech conflicts greatly with that
statement. He said the agriculturists of
Ontario were remarkably prosperous,
while manufacturers had lately been with-
drawing their capital and redyueing their
production. The natural conclusion from
these two statements would be that we
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have too many manufascturers and not
enough sagricultorists. In the Maritime
Provinces I have not witnessed any dimi-
nution of the supp'y of Ontario manu-
factures. I have not heard any complaint
that the agriculturists have not enough
mowing machines or agricultural imple
ments, On the conirary, there was an
abundance of such manufactures. His
Excellency has honoured the Provicce
with which I s connected with a special
notice. He congratulates us upon the
opening of our railway. No doult it is a
matter of congratulation to know that the
community possesses 80 many miles of
railway in proportion to the number of
its inhabitants. We have 200 miles of
rail and a population of about 100,000.
There are some drawbacks which I expect
to see remedied under the present able
management. The rolling-stock is insuf-
ficient and there are not enough encines.
'To derive the full advantage of that line,
we require to develop it for local traflic,
on which alone it must depend, and to
secure it there must be plenty of accom-
modation. That is a principle which I
think will commend itself to all. There
is another feature in connection with this
which I wish to allude to—~communication
with the mainland. Itis a fact which I
very much regret, that although the main
tenance of commiunication in summer and
winter formed part of the original terms of
union, three years have elapsed since the
Province came into the Confederation,

and we are yet without winter connection. |

Some abortive attempts have been made
to supply it, but the fact that the repre-
gentatives of the Island crossed the straits
on the Sabbath after a delay of five
days, proves that such communic :tion is
necessary. I am aware that the Govern
ment have made arrangements to supply
it next year, but we must remain under
the inconvenience of wanting it this
winter. This matter does not affect the
Island alone, but also the adjoining main-
land Provinces. We wish to deal with
them as if no straits intervened. I
venture, belore I resume my seat, to
express the hope that this subject will
occupy the atiention of the Government,
aud before another winter comes we shall
be able to leave our homes to attend our
duties at this place, and that our mer-
chants and farmers will enjoy the same
advantage without the inconvenience of
having to wait five days to cross the
straits.

Hon.Mr. ALEXANDER—WhileI agree
with the honourable gentleman who has
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Jjust spoken, that the depression of* trade
is not sufficient to cause alarm, I must
say that we cainot expect the Govern-
ment of this Dominion in the future to be
as simple‘and easy & matter as it has been
in the past. 'The working of this Con-
federation since 1867 has been an unparal-
leled success. We liave found the revenue
of the country, from its progress, from the
great energy of our people, from the
growth of our cities and of our productive
industries, steadily increasing year after
year from $13,000,000 Lo nearly $24,000,~
000. We have not, perhaps, exercised
that wisdom in the period of our prosperity
which, as a people, we ought to have
done. We have, perhaps, displayed too
much enterprise. We have been too
expensive in our outlays, and I cannot
help saying, in my humble judgment,
the Local and General Governments have
not exercised proper care and caution. Up
to the present moment we have been de-
veloping one of the finest countries in the
world—Ontario, Quebec and the finer
portions of the Maritime Provinces—but
we should not forget we are now ap-
proaching the laurentian  Range,
through Which we must pass before
we can reach the fertile plains of
the Northwest, and this will involve us in
an unusual and enormous expenditure.
We cannot forget th+t while the Intercolo-
nial Ruilway has been so successfully and
completely built, it has to be run at a loss,
and many practicsal men are nf opinion the
revenue will be atfected by the working of
that road. We connot forget that we &re
spensling  $6,000,000 in enlarging our
cinals. We cannot forget there are very
great difficulties in satisfactorily meeting
the views ot the people of British Colum-
bia, in accordance with the terms under
which they camne into the Umion. We
cannot forget that we have also a magmifi-
cent country in the Northwest—the Red
River section—which we have not yet
been able to reach, I do pot hesitate to
express my own view—and I believe it is
the view of large mumbers in this Do-
minion—that the proposal of the present
Government to opén a half rail, half
water route to the Northwest is a mistake,
While it has the appearance of economy
it will not enable us to attain the object
for which the money is expended. It
will pever induce the tho sands and hun~
dreds of thousands tl at we desire to see
going into that territory. If we have any
faith in that counlry we ought at once to
make up our minds that whuie we endeas
vour to secure railway communication dur-
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Ing the winter season via Pembina, we
must make up our minds to build, at the
earliest moment, a through rail route from
Thunder Bay to Red River, and extend it
somewhat into the Fertile Belt. Iam sure
You will agree with me that it was unwise
on the part of the Government to under-
take to build and run this railway as a
Government work.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT'—Hear, hear.

Hon, Mr. ALEXANDER—The Fecreta-
ry of State an 1 other members say “Hear,
hear ;" but I ask the Government if they
have ever tried to get a private company

to bLuild the road, and to throw
the whole onus of the con-
struction ond running of it

on them? In this country our Govern-
ment is Jifferent from the despotic mon-
archies of Europe, where & one maan
Pbower can effectually carry out the larg-
est schemes by cheap labour. Qurs is a
flee country, where the eleitors control
the Government, and where we are sub-
ject to changes. While the present Gov-
ernment might be able to run such a rail-
rosd economically, we cannot say what
the next one might be. 1 think we ought
to build no more railroads as public works
The Intercolonial, no doubt, was chea.ly
and well built. Itis a work of which we
are proud, but for the future it would be
wiser to adopt the principle followed by
our neighbours in the United yta'es, who
give grants of lanJs and mouney to private
ccmpantes to carry out such enterprises
We cannot hope to carry out the future
of this Dominion if we are not guidel by
safer principles than in the past. Some
reference has been made to the expendi-
ture of last year, but [ say we have no hope
Of opening the Northwest to our people
unless we sacrifice our own views. If wede
mand the construétionof such works as the
Georgian Bay Branch, and expeuditures
which are not necessary, there is no hope
that we shall be able to go on with the
great development of the future. I think
we ought to lay down tho principle for
the future that no expenditure should be
made unless there is a prospect of a
corresponding increase of population,
wealth and revenue in the country ; and
then we need never be afraid of increasing
the publ:c debt if it is going to bring such
results. By such expenditures we shall
not increase the burdens of Ontaric, be
cause they will be distributed over a
larger population. I hope the Govern-
ment will resist all outside pressure, no
- matter from what Province it comes, be-
’ oau.e3if they yield to Ontario a grant of
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two or three millions for some coloniza-
tion road under some pretence, why
should not other Provinces come and de-
mand an equivalent outlay ? Thus it
would go on until the treasury of the Do-
minion would be ruined.

Hon. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—I
am glad to see the general approval with
which the Address has been received by
the House. That which affords most
satisfaction to the Government is the
reference which has been made to the
results of His Excellency’s visit to Eng-
land. There is no doubt this high digni-
tary attracted much attention to this
country during his tour. Allusion has been
made by the hon. member for Montreat
to the Premier’s speeches in Scotland-
He took exception to the views which
the leader of the Government expressed
at Dundee on the subject of free trade.
Now, this policy has been explained
many and many times. Some of our
opponents object to us on account of our
free trade principles ; others say, on the
contrary, that by the last tariff we have
proved to be protectionists. Itis very diffi
cult to find out what would satisfy our crit-
ies. Thereisone thing which has to be con-
sidered before all, whether we are hy our
policy to charge the many, the consumers,
with the highest rate for the articles
which they use in order to favour the
few who are producers. Many theories
have been advanced to explain the
cause of the commercial depression, but I
may say if we are to look for the evil it
will not be found in the administration of
the Government, but in the unsmund
princip'es upon which trade and com-
merce on the continent have been con-
ducted for many years. We are complain-
ing of depression in our trade, and what
dowe see? Men without any means
whatever having everv opportunity given
them of getting large supplies from the
importers, and this has led to over-impor-
tation. The result has been ruin.
you buy more than you can sell or pro-
duce more than you can dispose of, you
must arrive at & period when there will
be no demand for anything you have
produced or bought too largely for con-
sumption.

Talking of free trade and protection
leads us to ask what free trade has done ia
other countries. It prevails in France,
a nation which has passed through a
severe struggle and paid an enorm-
ous indemnity. The secret of Fiance’s
success is that her people do mot
produce more than is needed, and be-
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cauge her trade relations are soregulated ] necessities of the country, and meet the
that a man cannot become insolvent|requirements of immigration. I am told
whenever he pleases. If it were so in | that emigration does not go to the North
this country you would find that there| West for want of communication,
would be fewer young men rushing|but those who say so do not know
into business. As this question has|what they sare speaking: about.
been brought accidentally into the debate, | Emigration flows rapidly to Manitoba,
I do not wish to follow it any longer.|although we have no direct communica~
The leader of the Opposition has treated | tion yet. The route viu Thunder Bay, and
the Government very fairly. I donotthink | the route by Pembina, will furnish com-.
that anything he has said will require an | munication which wil he sufficient for
answer more than to say we desire,|years to come to carry immigrants to the
generally speaking to meet his wishes. | Noithwest at a very low figure. Iven
I accept his speech as an indicaticn | now, though we have many obstacles in
of his desire to help the Govern |our way, we are able to take emigrants to
ment in all the good measures that| Manitoba at much less than we could by
we intend to carry this session. Refer-rail. When the two routes are completed
ence has been made to the steel rail pur- | the Northwest will be far ahead of what
chase. At the time the rails were bought | this country was for two centuries
their market value was lower than we had | Population will {low there, because there
ever known it to be before, Uuder the!is a place for it, and it will yet be the
impression that it would be safe to\gmnary of America. To say we should
buy steel rails when they could be de- | build a through rail route to encourage
livered here cheaper than iron rails: emigration, is something no man in his
could be bought before, we purchased{senscs would advocate, Those gentlemen
what would be required the year follow-| who'speak of economy ask us to expend
ing. We have been tcld they are not|millions in a region that will not be in use
used. We require ihem for the Pembina | for many years to come, and although we
branch,‘and o large portion of them has|have two routes by which we can have

been sent there. access to the country already. The people
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The hon. gen-|of Manitoba do not ask us to build a
tleman cannot get to Pembina. through rail route. They say 1t would be

Hon. Mr. LEYELLIER DE ST. JUST—! a:king too much. They love the people of
We have resason to believe that the Canada,anddesireto be united with them.
Northern Pacitic company will complete | As to that matter of rails, I know it may
the emall portion required to reach the K be pleaded that we can get them at a
boundary line. Most of the embankment | cheaper rate to-day, but it will be found
of the Pembina branch has been com-|on investigation that they were purchased
pleted, and the rails can be laid when the | at a time when steel rails could be bought
gection south of the boundary line is[at the price formerly paid for iron,
constructed. The Premier enquired of and delivered 1mmediately; and 1
the Northern Pacific Company where their | think there are very few who would
road would terminate, and was informed |not have ava:led themselves of that
it would extend to the boundary. Imme- |opportunity. Almost onnfourth of the
diately an order was given to the con-|rails that were purchased were used
tractors on the Pembina branch to com-|on the Intercolonial, and I think no one
plete the grading to that point, which|can justly complain because that line,
was done lust fall. We have every|whichis one of the best on this conti-
expectation that the line south of|nent, was laid with steel rails. But I
the boundary will soon be completed,|will not, because I cannot, say that this
and if we were not ready to meet them, | desirabie consummation was due to the
fault would be founv with us for not|goed policy of the members on the other
having the rails for our track. On the|side of the Ilouse; still, it is fair to
sections of railroad between Prince Ar |state that [think not one of the Premier’s
thur’s Landing and Fort Garry, a good |opponents would endeavour to take undue
many of the rails will sonn be needed.|advantage of this matter of rails.

The outlay on this route has been repre-| There was a desire last year, as well as
sented as a lavish expenditure, but we all | 1n previous years, to effect reciprocal trade
know that it will furnish continuous steam | artangements with our neighbours, and an
communication to Fort Garry, snd that|hon. genileman was appointed by the
must in all probability serve us for many | Government to see what could be done to-
years to come. It will be equal to all the | wards accomplishing that object. Charges
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werq made against that gentleman with
regard to what were termed his peculiar
commercial ideas, but those ideas were not
the cause of the delay, as my friend from
Nova Scatia would have us think. The
cause was far removed from that. It was
to be found in conhection with the Com-
missioner appointed by the Dominion on
the Washington Treaty.  When that
treaty is examined a peculiar feature will
be noticed. On sall general questions
when arbitration is needed it 1s provided
that three arbitrators shall agree; but in
this instance that principle did not
obtain, If the decision was not unani-
mous the arbitration naturally feil to the
ground. Well the United States, taking
advantage of this, have seen proper to
delay the appointment of their repres
sentative, rendering impossible the arbit-
rament of the question of indemnity due
to the Dominion on account of Americans
fishing in our waters. lIlave the Govern.
ment neglacted auy of their duties in this
particular? Not at all. If reciprocity
had been adopted when it was proposed,
it is likely that twoathirds of the gen-
tlemen ou the other side would have
commended the action. But, because
the treaty did not succeed, owing to
some commercial difficulties, it is un-
reasonable to blame the Government
for its failure. The moment we sawy there
was no chance to bring this wmatter of
compensation into the reciprocity nego
tiations, from that moment the Govern:
"ment decided to appcint an arbitrator to
determine the amount of indemniiy duse
to us, In view of this fast, I think the
observations of the hon, member against
us are worthless and without good found-
ation. There is anstier remark which
fell from my bon. friend, who is always
what I may term s'weet in his demeanour,
to which I must advert. Ilo was not
quite prepared to say that the commer-
cial crisis was due to the Administration ;
he was fair enough to tell us that external
causes had induced it. but stiil he had to
bring in the charge of lavish expenditures.
lam sorry to have to confess thut we

ave made *lavish expenditures,” but
they were to meet the obligations in-
curred by the Opposition. We were
obliged to meet the expenditure on larze
contracts and other similar obligations
which they imposed upon us.

Hon. Mr. CAMSBELL—No doubt an
Opportunity will occur during the session
.When wy hon. friend can establish what

o says,

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—

[FEBRUARY 14, 1876.]

the Address. 23
Very well ; I shall leave the matter now,
go that it may be fully discussed when that
oportunity arrives. I think 1t would
keep the House too long if I were to try
to answer each observation made by the
hon. gentleman. There seemed to be a
provailing opinion that the Address should
be adopted according to the proposition of
| the mover and seconder. Has the hon,
gentleman any objection to make against
the resolutions being adopted en bloc? The
hour for adjournment is approaching, and
we have no time to discuss them paragraph
by paragraph. I trust my hon. friend on
the other side, and all the members of
tha ITouss, will believe that, if anything
has dropped from me which may have
grated on their feelings, it was contrary to
my intention. '

Hon. Mr. SMITII—As reference has
been made in the course of this debate to
the commercial depression, I cannotallow
the opportunity to pass without express-
ing my opinion that the present stagna-
tion of trade is not caused by a want of
capital, nor, indeed, by a want{ of ma-
terial. 7he cause, to a certain extent, i#
the want of confilence among capital-
ists. 'The policy of the present Admi-
nistration has heen to discourage direet
importation, which, I have no hesitation
in saying, has Leen almost totally
ruined by the policy pursued. The
poverty in our cities, there is every reason
to belicve, is directly caused by over-
emigration, but it has been aggravated by
the almost total suspension of manufac-
tories in the country. The cause of this
is that we are not taking care of our own
people, We are not providing ways and
means for using the capital of the
Dominion ; but we are diverting labour
to foreign countries, There is certainly
something wrong, and the Government of
the day ought to be able to put it right
—itis not my place to do it. At no
previous time in the history of the country
nas poverty in the cities been so great as
at present; and, to counterbalance that,
[ may say that there never was a time
when capital was so abundant. Our banks
are full of money, but the direct importer
is afraid to touch it, because he does not
know what the policy of the Government
may bo in regard to the tariff,
The taking off of the differential duty has
given great dissatisfaction to the direct
importers and to a large class of, the
people. That siep was takem without
notice being given to those who had in-
vested largely in direct importation to
this country. Qur neighbours would not
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allow us to trade upon their terms, and
yet weadopt this course ; and I say more,
that the disarrangement of the tariff was
unwarrantable. This is especially notice-
able in the item of light wines. Ona
wine which would cost 40 cts. at the
place of manufacture, our present Gov
ernment has seen proper to put a duty

.of 75 per cent. The duty on a wine
which costs ove cent more ia 150 per cent.,
while the duty on wine which costs $1, is
only 60 per ceut., the duty on wine coat
ing $2 is 30 per cent., and wine costing
$f has only 15 per cent. imposed. This
is a good instance of how trade matters
have been worked. The consnmption of
light wines is acknowledged to be dis
couraging to the sale of intoxicating
liquors, but notwithstarding this fact, it
was deemed wise to impose this heavy
duty. The depression in tradeis undoubt-
edly to a great extent caused by such
measures. For instance, while speaking
-on this subject, the business of IIay & Co.,
furniture mnaufacturers, of Toronto, who
used to employ 1,000 men, are now
employing only about one fourth of that
number. The reason for this is that United
States traders are flooding the country
with furniture,.which they sell for what
it will bring.  Still in the face of these
facts there are those who wish to copy
England and establish free trade. Ilow
long was England before she adopted free
trade? Not until she became mistress
of the world, and was able to do it. But
here are we in a small colony with four
millions of people proposing to do that
which England has been working up to
for centuries. We are paying heavily for
emigration and bringing men here tostarve
in the cities. It is heartrending to see
numbers of people depending ou the
charity of citizens to keep themfrom star-
vation. I say that the country, potwith-
standing this aspect of misery, wasnever
better prepared to improve her condition.
Merchants on a sound basis can get all
the money they.want from the banks, but
they areafraid to move on account of the
unsettled policy of the Government and
the present unsatisfactory condition of
the tariff. As for keeping pace with the
United States by means of free trade, all
I should want, as a Canadian, is to be
placed on an equal footing with that
country. Thereisnoreason why we should
give them a differential duty; we have
nocause to be afraid of retaliation. What
we want are able and good rulers who
have nerve to take this country in hand
and protect its interests, instead of bowing
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to everything which may bring the United
States down to what we require. Let us
take no violent course. Let us simply
take care of ourselves, and put on what
ever the United States puts on. By so
doing we will keep our mechanics in this
country, continue our manufactories, and
utilize our abundant capital. "

Hon. Myr. DEVER~I think there is a
great deal in what the hon. gentleman has
said with reference to the formation of the
tariff. The principle of the tariff would
seem to be toadmit goads that can he man-
ufactured inthe country and tax heavily
articles that cannot be manufactured in
Canada. Forinstance, spirits of all kinds,
tobacecos and cigars are heavily taxed,
while furriture and other manufactures of
this class are only taxed 174 per cent.,
which cannot exclnde American manufac=
tures of the same descrip*ion.

Mr. SPEAKER then put the resolution
which was carried.

NEW SENATOR.

Mr. SPEAKER then laid before the
House a cerificate from the Clerk of the
Crown in Chancery, to the effect that the
Governor General had summoned to the
House Mr Gardener Greene Ntevens,
Warden of the County of Shefford, Dis-
trict of Bradford, inthe room of Ilon. A.
B. Foster, resigned.

The House adjourned at six o' clack,

Tuespay, Feb. 15.

The PresinENT took the chair at three
o'clock, p.m.

Prayers were rea’l.

After routine—

K RULES AND FORMS OF PROCEDURE.

The SPEAKER presented’a report, in
obedience to an order of last session, ree
pecting the rules and forms of proceeding
of the Senate. lle said—I have great
pleasure in siating that in the revision of
the rides, and in the compilation of the
appendix, I received very valuabla assist
ance from Mr. Lemoyne, Clerk of the
Touse, and Mr. Soulter, one of the junior
clerks. The chronological work referred
to, has been prepared, and will be found
in the Appendix.

Hon. Mr. BOTRFORD—It strikes me
that the first course to pursue would bae to
appoint a Select Committee to consider
this motion, and to report to the Senate,
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I find that His Honour the Speaker, in
Proceeding on the resolution which I ixad
the honour to move last session, has found
it necessary to extend the subject, and he

made several valuable suggestions.
Under these circumstances, I propose to
move, seconded by ITon. Mr. Letellier de
St. Just, that the said report and papers
be referred to a Select Committee, com:
posed of the Hon. Messrs. Scott, Camp-
bell, Burean, Haviland, Miller, ,Seymour,
and the mover.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL--I should appre
hepd that this motion should come from
the Government; that they should take
the initiation and responsibility of any
expense which the carrying out of the
- suggestions of Mr. Speaker may entail.

Ifon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—
The Government will not decline the res
ponsibility. It was a matter of courtesy
that the motion was left to my hon. friend
who moved it Jast session. The Govern-
ment will show their readiness to meet
the wishes of the House in compliance
with the order of last session. I believe
the members named on the Committee
will he equal to the task, and they will be
able to investigate the matter in such a
way as to have mew rules, orders and
references printed as well as raported. A
few dollars here or there in the matter of
printing is a mere bagatelle when we are
about to adopt rules to bind so impor-
tant a body as the Senate of the Domi-
nion. '

Hon. Mr. MILLER~—T should say that
the report ought ‘o be priated.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD — I will with
draw my motion. ‘I contemplated in
msving the resolution that the report
should be printed.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT ~I have added a few
words to the motion “ with instructions to
have such portion as they think proper
printed for the use of members.”

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—There is nothing
pressing in this case, and I do not think
that the usual rale should be departed
from, of referring these papers to the
Printing Committee, so that they can be
printed in the usual way.

The motion was carried.

THE LIBRARY.

‘A message was received from the Com-
mons informing the Senate that the Hon.
Mr. Mrckenzie, Right Hon. Sir John A.
Macdonald, Hon. Messrs. Cameron (Card-
well), Cartwright, Cauchon, Cameron (Oq-
tario), Holton, and Tupper, Messra. Fre-
chette, Delorme, Mills, Young, Laurier,
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Brouse, and Wright (Ottawa), had been
anpointed to assist the .Speaker in the
direction of the Library of Parliament.

RETURNS PRESENTED.

Hov. Mr. SCOTT submitted a return to
an address for fees or amounts received
from members of the Senate or House of
Commons, or others, in consequence of
the introduction of private bills, since
the 1st of Jarduary, 1874, to the present

| time:

Also a relurn of moneys voted; all the
correspondence, reports and ienders re-
ceived by the Government with regard .
to the beacon lights proposed to be erected
at Tadousac, in the County of Saguevay.

Also a return showing the number of -
appeals yearly taken to the Privy Council
from the Superior Courts of the different
Provinces of the Dominion, during the past
five years.

The House adjourned at 4 o’clock.’

WEeDNESDAY, Feb. j6.

The PrESIDENT took the ‘chair at three
pm.

Prayers were read.
After routine, the House adjourned atb
3.15 p.m. :

Taurspay, Feb. 17.

The PresiDENT took the chair ab-three
pm.

Prayers were read.
After routine,

THE DEOK LOADS LAW.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH moved that an
humble address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, praying
that His Excellency wili causa to be laid
befcre this 1louse, all papers and corres-
pondence between the Government of
Canada and the Inspector of Customs for
the Province of Nova Scotia, or any of the
Custom House officers in the County of
Lunenburg, in the said Province, or any
other (tovernment officials in r-lation to
the vislation of the Deck Loads Law, with
Govermment instructions, if any, to its
officers relative to the enforcement 1f said,
law. Ile said—It may be r-membered
that when the deck loads question was-
under our consideration jt was very stren.
uous'y opposed by many hon. members
from the Maritime Provinces, including
myself. We believed the prianciple was



26 Deck Loads
wrong on which deck loading was sought
to be regulated. That as well might we
direot the height of masts or the quantity
of canvas to be spread—everything de
pending on the coudition and build of
the ship; that our American neighbours,
not bound by the law, would be able to
enter our ports and take a large share of
our carrying trade away from us. That
such bas been the result, is well known to
many of us, anil ought seriously to engage
the attention of the Government. Itwould
almost appear that the GGovernment bad
taken this view of the case. Itis at least
evident that (Government officials are not
very strict in the enforcement of the law.
Yet, in view of the legislation of the Impe
rial Parliament on this mattér, it isimport
ant that so long as the preseant law stauds
it skould be enforced strictly. My object
in making the present motion is to bring
forcibly to the notice of the Government,
a most flagrant, open and defiant violation
of the law in December last at the port of
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. This case is
within my own knowledge and obscrva-
tion, and my best efforts strenuously
made with the owner of the vessel and
the Customs officer, failed in preventing
the vessel from going to sea. The vessel
was the three masted schooner Zebra,
about twenty years old, rotten aund leak
ing, cleared by the Collector of Bridge-
water, an adjoining port, bound td the
West Indies, said officer giving the captain
the usual certificate of proper lading,
when in fact the vessel's deck load of
lumber was about fourteen inches over
and above her main rail. Thrae of the

screw, knowing rothing about the condi
tion of this vessel, shipped at the Custom
House in Luneunburg, were conveyed to
the vessel lying at Bridgewater, which
immediately proceeded to sea. The ves
sel, after only a few hours out of port,
leaked badly, and was then put back into
the port of Lunenburg. The three men
shipped at Luncnburg then informed the
Captain that they would not go ia the
vessel unless o survey was held, and
tendered their monthly advances, which
the Captain led them to believe he would
accept and release them, but delayed until
the day he purposed sailing, and then,
under a warrant for desertion, had them
arrested and put in jail to await the
the sailing of the vessel. They sent
for me, and on hearing their com
plaint I went for them to the Cuscom
House officer who had shipped them,
where 1 met the Captain, and also the
owner of the vessel, and in their presence
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stated the seamen’s grievances, which
were not contradicted, the .Custom’s
officer stating that he had seen the’
vessel, that sbe had twelve inches of
lumber above the rai), and that he had
already notified the Captain and owner of
the difficulties and pebalties they were
under. The seamen then made formal
complaints, and had the necessary steps
taken to have a survey of the vessel.
But before enquiry could be had, the
Captain, with the owner and protective
officer of the port, endeavoured to take
the seamen by force on boatll the vessel,
and would have succeeded had not the
populace interfered to prevent it, and the
jail was set on fire.  Yet notwithstanding
all this, the vessel was permitted—yes,
sanctioned —by the Custom House officer
v leave the port without his clearance,
theretfore without reducing the deck load
and without a survey, the Captain even
taking the poor sailors’ clothes with him.
In a case of this kind it is the duty of the
Giovernment not only to make strict en-
quiry, but to mak¢ an cxample of the
varties thus grossly violating a law estab-.
lished in the intcrest of protecting life
and property. I would like to know if -
any cprrespondence has come to the Gov:
ernment in this matter. 1 ought to say,
in justice to the officer of the port of
Lunenburg, that T do not believe that ho
intentionally erred, although he ought to
have botter known his daty.

ITon. Mr. WILMOT—The poiut on which
[ oppo=ed the Bill when it was before the
ITousc last session was that it would drive
a very considerabie amount of the carrying
trade of the Maritime Provinces to Bangor
and Portland, United States, and it has
had that effect. It was entirely in accord
with the opinion expressed by the Board
of Trade of Gireat Britain that it would be
necessary, if that law was to be carried
out, that there should be co-operation on
the part of the United States with the
people of Canada in order to make it
effectual.  As the law now stands it is
simply turning away our carrying trade
into the hauds of the Americans. Ire-
momber the divition on the Bill was very
close, and the consequences of its opera-
tions are exactly what we predicted at the
time. I suppose there are the same ob-

jections agaiust Mr. Plimssll's Bill i the

British Parliament, under which I have
known several cases of extraordinary
hardship, where foreign vessels are allowed
to carry 150 tons more load than Colonial
vessels of the same class., I am very
desirous 1o protect our seamen, yet the
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Unequally upon vessels of different con-
~ structicn, exactly as predicted by the oppo
nents of the Bill.

Hon, Mr. PENNY—~I am very glad to
find that there is one Nova Scotia advo-
cate for this law regarding deck loads.

have scen agreat deal of deck Joading
myself, and I know that no heavily deck
loaded vessel can cross the Atlautic with-
out danger. It strains the stanchions, and
Inakes the vessel leaky when it lies over.

law was passed some time agoin Eng-
land to prevent deck loading, aund that
law was subsequently repealed. I saw a
report made to Lloyd’s the other day,
showing that during the ten years that
System was prohibited the number of
Wwrecks was very small, but after it was
again allowed, the number of wrecks in
creased, If the Americans continue to
allow deck loading, we may lose a little in
Cargoes for a time, but I believe that the
country which adopts this ruinous policy
respecting their shipping will eventually
sutfer from it. I do notDbelieve thatdeck
load s should be carried across the Atlantic
~-at least during the winter months.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT—My hon. friend
misunderstands this case ; it is not cross-
ing the Atlantic, but running to the West
Indies and southern ports. .

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Therc is no objection
to the address of my hon. friend passing.
1 am advised by the Department of
Marine and Fisheries that this Act has
been put in force in many instances. I
have just turned up the Act,and I think
my hon. friend belund me spoke preina
turely. I find that the Act of 1873, in
defining when ships shall be subject to
the law, says: “ When sailing after the
first day of October, or before the six-
teenth day of March in any year, on a
voyags from aoy port in Canada to any
port in Europe, and during the voyage
while within Canadian jurisdiction.” Tt
also says: ‘“When sailing after the fif-
teenth day of November or before the
sixteenth day of March, in any year, on a
voyage from apy port in Canada to any
port in the West Indies, and during the
voyage while within Canadian jurisdic-
tion.” As I read the law I think that all
vessels leaving Canadian ports are bound
to conform to it, otherwise they cannot
obtain a certificate. Our law with refer-
ence to deck loads is very much wider
in its provisions than the Plimsoll Act.
" Une of the objections against the Plimsoll

Act was that it gave advantages to foreign
vessels, in their being allowed to take

[FesruARy 17, 1876.]
I‘W applies in such a way that it operates |

Law, 27

larger loads and not being detained in
port. Under our Portwarden’s Act we
put the law in force to all ships alike,
and it has been found to work admirably.
I see it is announced that it is. the im-
tention of the Imperial Government to re-
enact the Plimsoll Bill. Iu the case put
by my hon. frieud, where he refers to the
evasion of the law by the master of the
ship taking out papers for a port different
from the port to which he intended to
sail, and when he came back to a British
port he was liable to lose bis certificate,
I have no doubt had my hon. friend called
the attention of the Department to tbis
case, it would bave been properly euns
quired into. I think the law is an excel-
lent one, and I am sure, although Mr.
Plimsoll’s Bill was passed last year under

eculiar circumstances, it would be utterly
impossible for any Government to repeal’
it,and the tendency will be to widen and
extend its provisions very much indeed.

The motion was adopted.

THE STEEL RAILS PURCHASE.

ITon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved that aan
humble Address be presented to His Ex-
cellency, the Governor General, prayiog
that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this Ilouse a statement showing the -
use which has been made of any portion
of the stecl.rails purchased by the Gov-
ernment, and of the quautity remaiuing
unused to the end of 1875. In making
this motion he said:—It has been stated
that some of these rails have been used
on the Intercolonial Railway. At the
time of the purchase of these rails my
attention was called to the impolicy of
the transaction. Of course we must give
the Government credit for having pur-
chased the rails with a good intention;
the price of rails was very low, they were
likely to go up, and they were buyingon a
low market. But the moment they chose
to buy these rails, and the circumstaunces .
under which the country was placed at
the time, seemed to make the purchase
a singular one. The Finance Minister
had been drawing a picture of a gloomy
future for almost all the interests of the
country, and more particu'arly the reve.
enue. In the face of such a statement
coming from the Government we find this
purchase made — unnecessarily made,
without reference to their being immedi.
ately called for—a purchase apparently
decided upon simply because the article
itself was cheap, and made without the
the authority of Parliament. Under the
circumstances I think the fullest particu-
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Jars should be put before the country;
we should know how far ‘these rails have
been uxed, where they have been used,
and what quantity remains unused. If
any remain unused the country is paying
interest on them unnecessarily. In addi-
tion to this the rails were purchased on a
falling market, although they seemed low
at that time. But it is contrary to the
rules of Parliament to make such pur~
chases merely because the Government
believe that the article is cheap, which, I
helieve, was the leading motive in this
instance. The rails purchased at $53 per
ton could now be purchased at $13 per
ton less, in addition to the interest on
those which remain unused ever since the
purchase.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—There is no objection,
of course, to the Address coming down,
but perbaps it would be better if my hon.
friend had reserved his criticisms till the
papers were before the Ilouse. In the
meantime, on turning up Mr. Fleming's
report, I find that the whole purchase of
steel rails was made on his recommendas
tior, and that the price averaged $49.41
per ton. I quote from his report:—¢The
price of steel rails having fullen to a low
rate, I deemed it my duty to recommend
the Government to lay ina supply without
delay: Accordingly tenders were called
for, and several contracts have been
entered into for the supply of 50,000 tors.
The (Government has, consequently, sse-
cured a sufficient gnantity of the best
steel rails to lay 550 miles at rates which
average $49.41.”7 It was supposed at that
time that the Esquimault and Napaimo

Raiiway would be constructed, and part|

of the rails were sent there. It was known
that the railway between Pembina and
Fort Garry would be ready for the rails in
a very short Eeriod, and the rails for that
section would have been immediately re-
quired had the Company that owned the
rai'way on the American side been able
to go on with the extension of their Jine.
A porticn, about 11,000 tons, was about
the quantity required for the Intercolo-
prial raiiway, so that it reduced the
amount unused to very small proportions.
Then it is expected tnat the rai's will be
laid on the section between Lake Superior
and Shecbavdowan next summer, so that
the entire purchase will soon be absorbed.

Hoo. Mr. READ~I find. that the Gov-
errment of the day seem to quote from
another autbority from what I do. I
quote from Hon. Mr. Mackenzie's own
words on the floor of the House as re-
corded in the Hanmsard of last session,
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and I find that he says that the lowest
tenders for the steel fails were accepted~
I think to the extent of 50,000 tons—at
an average price, delivered in Canada, of
$54 per ton. Then he goes on to eay
from whom they were bought and the
prices. “Guest & Co,, Liverpool, will
deliver 5,000 tons at $54 per ton; the
same firm will deliver 5,000 toms at
$55.24; Ebbw Vale Co.,, 5,000 tons at
$53.53; Mersey Company, 20,000 at
$54.26; West Cumber'and Company will
deliver frec, on board of a veasel at a port
in England, 5,000 tons at $48.67; and
Naylon, Bergon & Co., will deliver 5,000
tons in the same manner, at $31.10, these
latter rails being intended for shipment
to British Columbia. The entire expendi-
ture for stcelrails, therefore, is $2,665,-
500.” Some portions of these rails were
not delivered in this couniry, consequen ly
I think we have fully explained that the
price was $49 per ton in Epgland, not
delivered in this country.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-—Delivered in Mon-
treal, I think.

1fon. Mr. READ—Mr. Mackenzie says
delivered in Montreal they will cost $54
a ton.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—That was before the
rails were delivered.

Hon. Mr. READ~TI will read the words
themselves, “They will be delivered in,
Montreal.”” T tbink tbat’s plain enough.
“(Gruess & Co., Liverpool, will dehiver 5,000
tons at §54.24.7 1 think tbat’s plain
enough. This is the best authority I can
give for the statement I made a day or
two ago. As to what became of these
raily, at a future time, when the papers
are brought down, we shall be better able
to discuss the question. Contracts are
only let for 372 miles of the road yet;
and how the Government are going to
dispose of 550 miles of rails on that I
cannot understand.

Ilon. Mr. AIKINS —The statement
made by the hon. Secretary of State is
calculated {0 mislead the House. I find
that the statement made in Mr. Fleming's
report is that tenders are asked for
50,000 tous at rates which average $49.41
free on board in an English port, while
the statements made by my hon. friend
fiom Belleville are perfeetly correct. The
impression left on this House by the hon.
Secretary of State is that the allegations
of the hon. gentleman are not correct.
Now, the Hon. Secretary of State says a
large nuwber of the rails were used on
the Intercolonial Railway, on the Cum-
berland branch, 65 miles, The fact is, if
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we take all these branch lines, there still
remain 165 miles of rails to account for,
-and what the Government intend to do
with that balance 1 carnot find out.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—~This transac
tion of the Giovernment certainly ras oc-
casioned a loss to the country. Itisan
exceedingly unfortunate one, and it is
only one of the many illustrations of the
ruinous policy of Governments endea
vouring to construct roads themselves
and operating them. [ have nointention
or desire to impugn the motives of the
Hon. Minister of Public Works in en-
deavouring to purchase rails at falling
prices; but if the amount of loss to the
country represents $800,000, two years’
interest included, it it will be very poor
satisfaction to the people of the D minion,
no matter how zealous the Premier may
bave been to save money, at a moment
when we will be required to increase the
burthens of the people, that a large
amount should have been thrown away in
this maunner. The people will see that
the policy of the Government is a very
unsound one, and I hope we shall very
soon find them taking a leaf out of the
book of older countries, and offering sub-
sidies of land and money to chartered
companies to build  our railways. Or
if the subsidies of land and money are
insufficient, then let us agree to guarantee
4 per cent. on any ba'ance agreed upon by
the Governm-nt and the contiactor.
That will throw all the onus of these
speculations in rgils on the contractor,
without baving the (overnment shoulder
such blunders, with a loss to the couantry.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—I believe the loss
amounts simply to the interest on the
money.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—And the fall in
the market.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—We had an election
in Montreal about four months ago, and
this question was brought up. A gentle-
man who made himself very distinguished
in the matter said that a very capabie
and well informed person told him that
he could lay down the rails at something
less than $54 a ton. lle was asked to
mention the name of this gentleman, but
he was uvable to produce bim. On the
other hand, we have the best authorities
~—I may mention Mr. Workman, who is
known as a large' dealer in iron—who
came forward with their quotations, show-
ing that it was impossible to lay them
down at the figures mentioned at that
‘time. Iam not an iron merchant myself,
and cannot speak with a practical know-

4
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ledge of the subject. However, the result
of the discussion was that on the one
hand we were told that rails could be
bought cheaper, and on the other band
that the rails could not be bought so
cheap. We had, innreover, the quotations
of the actual transactions of the Grand
Trunk and the Great Western Railways,
and in both cases the prices were higher
than those pail hy Mr. Mackenzie.

[Tan. Mr. WARK~—Tt strikes me there
is one point overlooked in this matter.
The (fovernment are not only finishing a
new part of the Intercolonial Railway, but
they are taking up old rails from that
part of th2 road constructed before Con-
federation, and laying down steel rails;
and no doubt the Government are doing
that with the rails in question. The Gov-
ernment purchased these old rai's without
coming to Parlinment to have its sanction.
It should be borne in mind that the Act
under which the Intercolonial Railway is
copstructed authorizes Commissioners to
go on and purchase rails wiihout applying
to Parliament, and I have no recollection
of Commissioners. having applied to Par
liament for power to make these pur-
chases.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—They were ap-
pointed for that purpose by Parliament.

Hon. Mr. WARK~If rthe Commission-
ars had the power to do so surely the
Minister of Public Works, under whose
supervision the work is being continued,
and completed, has the same powers, and
works under the same Act.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—I should like this
motion to be amended so as to show
where the unused rails now are.

Hon. Mr. SCUTT--I have no objection.
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I had ho
that the Hon. Secretary of State would
have made some explanation with respect
to these rails. He told us that the state-
ment made on this side of the House is
an error; that the price is not $54, but
$49 per ton, which has been shown, as
we all know already, to be contrary to
the facts. I think under such circums-
stances the House is entitled, at the very
least, to an explanation, or something
more—to an expression of regret that he

should have misled the House,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—1I hope that my hon.
friend is not serious in'stating that I in-
tended to mislead the House. Really, I
could not see the figures, and I to
appeal to my hon. friend alongside me.
(Here Mr. Scott read the quotation from
Mr. Fleming’s report against inoluding the
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words “free on board at an English
port.”)

The motion was adopted.

IMPORTATION OF MANUFACTURED GOODS.

- Hoo, Mr. CAMPBELL moved that an
humble address be presented to 1lis Ex-
cellency, the Governor General, praying
that 11is Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House a return showing the
general nature and value of all manufac-
tured goods imported into Csnada from
the United States in the years 1873, 1871,
dnd 1875. In wmaking the motion he
said :—That the manufactures of the
country are in a very depressed state is
very true, but difference of opinion pre-
vails as to the cause of it. One expression
which fell from the hon. gentleman from
New Brunswick, in the debate on the
Address, struck me as an exceedingly
wnovel one, and I am not prepared to ex-

ress an opinion as to its merits, that the

epreasion was owing to the locking up of
& large quantity of gold in Potsdam. That
is a novel reason to me, but there may be
something in it. If there is nothingin
it, we should kpow it. My object in
making this motion is to get a return to
show us whether there is any other cause,
and whether that .cause is that this Do-
minion has been made a slaughter market
for goods from the United States. No
doubt every now and then we do see sales
of large quantities—that is with reference
to localities—of goods sold at prices in~
finitely less than they can be manufac-
tured for in this country. Whether or
not this has been done (o any considers
able extent to acecount in any way for the
present depression, it would be well to
asoertain. It is really in the interest of
the country that we should get at the
truth. If it cannot be shown that the
smount of goods imported from the
United States, and slaughtered in our
market, accounts for the general depres-
sion of trade, then one ground is thrown
aside, and we must lock further. Iap.
prehend that the more quickly we can
asoertain the reasons, the mo:e quickly
we can apply the remedy, whether it is
in the locking up of gold in Potsdam, the
shipping of goods froin the United States,
or the want of a protective policy gener-
ally and permanently. I do not think it
would take much time in proportion to
the facts required. I suppose they will
be found in the blue books of this year,
~and all that is wanted is some ex~
pert who can give us the amount of fur-
niture, woollens, cottons, hardware, etc.,
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imported from the United States during
this year. Our commerce is so consider-
ably affected by the trade of that coun-
try, that it would be very difticult to meet
the embarrarsment caused by a large
importation of these goods, if such be the
real effect.

Hon. Mr, WILMOT—)y hon. friend
may treat as a joke my statement of the
gold being locked up in Potsdam. I am
very glad that I have an opportunity
given e to refer to this matter, as I find
that the reporter has misrepresented me,
1 have no doubt unintentionally, as it is
extremely difficult to report figures cor-
rectly. 1 said that the general depres-
sion of trade throughout the world was, in
my opinion, from what I observed and
read of the state of the money market in
London and other countries, in conse-
quenco of the psyment of a large war
subeidy to Germany by France in gold,
and the policy of Germany was to keep a
large supply of gold at Potsdam,

Hone Mr. CAMPBELL—I understand
toat.

Hon, My, WILMOT—~I say that the
withdrawal of <£216,000,000 sterling, or
what the guaramtee of the war debt is
based on, from the circulation of the
money markets of the world, has the
etfect of depressing the trade of the
world. I think that anybody that knows
anything of the trade of Great Britain and
the continent of Europe, Germany, India
and otber countries, well knows that
there has been a depression of trade all
over the world. When the circulating
medium is based upon gold, the with-
drawal of a sum like £216,000,000 sterling
and its being locked up in Germany must
sergibly affect the trade of the whole
world.  If the hon. gentleman had read
the London Economist he would see
weekly reports that gold was being
bought up on (rermany’s &ccount; if he
had studied the tate of affairs in the
United States Le would find that a large
amount of the public debt of that country
was taken up by German capitalists, and
these securities had been sent back to be
reulized on in the United States. Is not
the hon. gentlemaun aware that there Las
been a draft of gold from Canada to the
United States during the past year?

Hon. Mr, CAMPBELL~1 don't know
that vhere has.

Hon. Mr. WILMOT~If the hon. gentle-
man will only look at the official Gazetle
— at the tank returns—he will find that
the reduction of circulation of twenty-
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nine millions of dollars to twenty one
millions has been the consequence of it.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—The thanks
of this Chamber are due to the hon. gen-
tleman for his remarks. He has taught us
us that when a country is said to be pros-
perous most of its industries may prosper,
but not necessarily all. For instance, at
present the agricultural interests are not
suffering: we have had good crops, and
the farmers’are getting wealthy ; but the
lumber trade is in a bad condition, owing
to over production and tune depression in
the United States. Then, again, as we

observe from our continucus pfrosperity.

since Confederstion, our people have
shown more than due enterprise, and our
expenses have been excessive. FProbably,
as a result of depression, our people are
now becoming very careful, and all these
circumstances combined have caused a
stringency, and manufacturers sutfer. The
object of my hon. friend in bringing this
motion forward is to {ind out whether, in
addition to local causes, a very permanent
evil has not also arisen out of our com
mercial relations with our neighbours of
the American Republic, who manufacture
more largely than we do; and if they
cannot sell their goods in their own mar-
ket they slaughter them in oura. 1 bave
no sympathy with those who think that
we ought to throw down our fences and
let our neighbours come into our pastures,
while they prevent us by a Chinese wall
of protection from going into theirs. It
ought to be the policy of our Government
and our Legislaturg to see not only our
agriculture prosperous, but to build up all
other industries. Agriculture alone can-
not make us a prosperous country. If we
ook at the United States and see the
marvellous results of taeir protective
policy, and how they are excelling in
their manufactures—sending cottons to
Manchester and Liverpool —we may well,
as public men representing this Domin-
ion, study what should be the future com
mercial policy of this country. I hope
there will be another opportunity pre-
sented, when I shall enter more fully into
this subject, snd 1 hope that we shall find
the feeling strong, not to raise monopo-
lies, or to impose burthens on the people,
but to foster our industries and build
them up to the ratisfaction of all, without
pressing on the farmers.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The infcrmation

asked for by the hon. gedtleman is con.

_tained in tke Trade and Naviga.ion re-

turns. Some time will ba required to

take out the items and classify them.
The motion was adopted.
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PACIFIC RAILWAY EXPENDITURES,

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL moved than an
bhumble address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, praying .
that His Excellency will cause to be lﬁ
before this House a statement showing
approximately the expenditure made on
account of the Pacific Railway and ite
branches, and the telegraph line proposed
to be constructed in connection there-
with, since the year 1873, and in general
terms the extent of work accomplishedin
each of the following divisions, namely :
East of Georgian Bay, between Thunder
Day and Fort Garry ; between Fort Garry
and Pembina, west of Fort Garry and east
of the Hocky Mountains, and in British
Columbia. He said:—I am aware that
certain papers connected with the Pacific
Railway will be laid before Parliament,
but it is very often difficult to extract
from documents coming before us in that
way the exact information required by
Parliament. We know generally that no
mouey has been expended exocept the
cost of surveys between Lake Nepigon
and the Georgian Bay and between Fort
Garry and Fort William. A certsin sum
has been expended—I don’t know how
much—but there bas been an amount
expended also on othor sections, between
Thunder Bay and Fort Garry, where I
understand no work has been done beyond
Shebandowan. Then a large portion of
the road bas been graded between Win-
nipeg and Pembina. Whether anything
has been done west of Winnipeg beyond
surveying, I do not kuoow, nor do I kuow
that anything has been done in British
Columtia surveys. I do not wish for
anything more than an approximate idea
of the cost.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN—I think it is de-
sirable that the information should be
trought down to as early a date as pos-
sible. Every one perceives that the
policy enunciated by the Prime Minister
when he first took office respecting the
Pacific Railway is vot being carried out.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT~-There is no objeotion
to the Address passing and the papers
being brought down to an early date, 1.
think they will disclose the fact that the
policy first announced by the Preraier has
been carried out. ‘The country was, com-
parstively speaking, & lerra incognila.
Surveys snd explorations had to be made
in order to become acquainted with its
configuration. We have had large sur-
veying parties in Britieh Columbia, west
of the Rocky Mountains, through the
Manitoba country, and & line has beén
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located between Manitoba and Lake of
the Woods, and one between there and
Tac des Mille Lacs. The (overnment
have pushed oén the surveys as rapidly as
possible, as they considered it would be
extremely unwise and injudicious, for the
sakeof a gain of two or three yearsin
time, to undertake this great work with-
out thoroughly knowing the country cver
which they had to pass. The whole terri
tory is comparatively unknown. It has
no population, and it thevefore happeas,
after one line has been laid down, another
and betler one is discovered within a
compsratively short distance. It has
been thought, in the interest of the
country, that hasty steps should not be
taken in view of these circumstances,

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—TI{ow many
es will there be between Sheban-

owan and the Northwest Angle when all
the contemplated works arve carried out?
Hon. Mr. SCOTT—1 cannot answer my
hon. friend off hand. The probability is
that the road will run further than She-
bandowan ; it willrun to Lacdes Mille
Lacs. - Itis proposed toconstruct the line
from Lac de Mille Lacs to Lake of the
Woods, but for many years the water
cormmmunication betweeen these two points
will be quite sufficient with the line con
necting with the Lake of the Woods west-

Hon. Mr. ATKINS—I have no hesitation
in saying that the water rotte is a mistake.
Any man who has been over it will come to
the same conclusion as I have.

Hon. Mr. CAMRBELL - I sce the hon.
gentleman from New Brunswick in his
place again, and [ take advantage of bis
presence to say that I had no intention of
ridiculing the general tenor of his re-
marks.

Hon. Mr. READ—I hope that this re
turn, when it comes down. will give some
information regarding the Georgian Bay
Branch, for to my mind the (fovernment
have acted most unwisely in going on with

. it without tne slightest information before
them. We used to hear them say that no
contract would be given out. until they
had made exhaustive surveys; yet we
know thut the GGeorgian Bay branch has
been awarded without an instrumental
survey baving been made over it No
doubt it will be revealed Lerea'ter that
the route will have to be abandoned
entirely, and another chosen. , I have it
from these who have been over the line
that it is imposzible to build a road over
part of the route selected,
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Hon. Mr. SKEAD—I think that the
Rovernment are very lax in their duty.
Here is an hon. gentleman who says there
never was a surveyor over the route of
the Geurgian Bay branch before the cone
tract was given out. I am informed that
a surveyor was over it, and we should
have some information.-from them whether
the survey was made with a theodolite,
and whether profiles wera made or not.
I heard Hon, Mr Mackenzie, in the other
Ilouse, eay there was a survey of it for a
trial iine, but there might be short devia-
tions areund mouuntains. 1 know there
is a level country north of the line laid
down on the map.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—
The (Government thought it was useless to
say that there was a survey when every
gentleman in this House knows it.

The motion was adopted.

THE EXTRADITION TREATY,

Hon. Mr. PENNY asked whether any
steps had been taken to extend the pro=~
visions of the Extradition Treaty?

Hon, My, SCOTT—It has been the gen-
eral desire that the Extradition Treaty
should be of & very much wider character,
and very great progress has been made
year by year. 'The first treaty made at
the end of the last century provided for
extradition in case of two crimes. THat
continued till the Ashburton treaty, when
the number of crimes was increased- to
seven. Tbat was further enlarged by the
treaty of 1870, which 1 think was the last.
The attention of the Imperial authorities
has been drawn fo the (uestion, and de-
spatches have passed between the two
countries respecting cases which ought to
come under a treaty of that kind.

Tlon. Mr. MILLER—Is there any inten-
tion of going outside of the criminal
coda?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-—No.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—There was a cage
in Montreal lately of 8 man who took
some $50,000 from a bank and fled to
the United States. 1e could not be ex-
tradiced, because the treatyrdid not pro-
vide for such eases.

1lon. Mr. MILLER—There was last
year a discussion on a motion of an hon.
gentleman in this Tlouse to add civil cases
to the Extralition Treaty, which I think
it would be proper to pass, )

The matter dropped.

STANDING COMMITTBES, . .
Hon, Mr. MILLER moved the usual

formal resslution, for the appointment of
Standing Committees, which was carried,
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Hon. Mr. WILMOT—1It will be in the
recollection of this Houge, that last ses
8ion & Committes was appointed for the
purpose of arranging for the rep rting
and publishing of the debates. My hon
friend from Cumberland was not present
An agreement was made with a certain
gentleman for the reporting, but no agree
ment was made with regard to the pub-
lishing. I beg to move that the Com-
mittee consist of the Ifon Messrs Aikens,
Bureau, Brown, Campbell, Dickey, Miller,
Penny, Wilmot, Letellier de St Just,
Alexander, and Macpherson. )

‘The motion was adopted, and the House
adjourned at 5 30,

Frpay, Feb. 18,

The PresipENT took the chair at 3
o’clock. )

Prayers were read. The Senate sat for
a time with closed doors.

* After routine,
THE OOURTNEY BAY RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Ion. ¥r. DEVER enquired whether
any immediate action will be taken by
the Government,in carrying to comple-~
tion that portion of railway at St. John,
N B., known as the Courtney Bay Railway
Extension, which is now in a most unpleas-
ant state of apparent abandonment, not-
withstanding the large amount of public
money expended thereon, and the great
desire manifested 'by merchants and
others for a deep water terminus at that
Port. In bringing this motion up to-day,
I would point out to the Government
their late statement that the Intercolonial
Riilway would be in working order during
the coming summer; and as this exten
sion is a part, and a very important part
of that work, giving to it deep water ac-
commodation, I feel justified in calling
their attention to it, so that it may not
te lost to the Dominion by the insecure
state in which it is at present. Owing to
the fact that there is great scarcity of
employment at St. John at present, the
work could be completed at a great
saving to the country, and at the same
time be a great benefit to a large number
of laboring men who are suffering in that
city these trying times.” I thought, too,
that the neglect of public properiy like
this, after 80 much money has been spent
on it, is greatly to be censured, and I
cannot help thinking that the people are
quite right in their belief that the present
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Government should complete these hmlf
finished public works before commencing
new sources of outlay such as the Georgian
By Branch Railway ; the Supreme Court,
which might well stand dver until better
times, in view of the manuner in which it
passed the House; the superannuation
and double salaries of officials, and the
steel rails contract, by which the con-
sumers of dutiable goods in this Dominion
have lost already some $700,000 or $800,
000, besides the balance of unused rails
now on hand as dead and falling stock.
But to proceed to the immediate object
under consideration, I would ask leave,
by means of a local writer quite familiap
with this matter, to point out the great
cause for bringing this subject up, with
the hope that this valuable property,
costing already some $100,000 or more,
may not be allowed to remain any longer
a3 & shame to the men.who are being paid
well for looking after the interests of the
people and the public property of the
country. With reference to the double
salaries of officials, I allude to the super:
annuation of the warden of Saint John
Penitentiary—a gentleman quite capable
a8 any man in the Dominion to do his
dutv in that institntion, but who, to make
room for a friend of the Government, was
superannuated, and some $2,200 or more
ger annum is now given for what would
e considered a favour to get permission
to do for $1,000 per anoum, and which
amount the former warden only had for
doing the same service during & number
ofyears. I will read an extract from a
8t. John, N.B., newapaper respecting the
piece of work in question :—*“ What do
the Dominion Government propose to do
with the piece of property known as the
Courtenay Bay Railway Extension, run-
ning from the Haymarket along the back
part of the city, past Union, Princess, and
a dozen other - leading streets, to the
Barrack Ground? Do they intend to use
it, or have they not abandoned it? There
is a eplendid wharf structure, a mile or:
two in length, built of the finest timber ;
the rails are laid nearly the whole dis-
tance; and the cost must have been in
e vicinity of $100,000 —what's to be done
with it ? The (iovernment are making no
uge of it. They are not even protecting
it. The waves are undermining it, and
before many months this valuable work
will be a perfect wreck. The Government
and Common Council have been at log-
gerheadsin reference to the corporation
land required for railway gurpose's at the
southern terminus. The Government, or

- R’y Extension.
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rather Mr. Mackensie, will not reply to
the Council; will do nothing towards
bringing the negotiations to a satisfactory
conclusion. Representatives of the Coun-
cil interviewed Mr. Mackenzie on the
subject duriog his recent visit, but al-
though the great man bad been so hand-~
somely treated the evening before by our
citizens, without political distinction, he
wonld say and do nothing on a subject of
such local importance. He would hold
out no encouragement of a settlement.
Time is passing. The waves are destroy-
ing the works erected at such expense.
The Corporation are in & quandary. The
owners of property along what was ex-
pected to have been a railway extension
are perplexed. Everything is at a stand-
still, pending the movements of Mr.
Mackenasie, and presently we shall be told
that the approach of the Parliamentary
session will prevent the Minister from
giving the matter his attention until next
spring, when the tides and the storms
will probably solve the problem, to the
greatl loss of the Dominion Treasury and
the great disappointment of the citizens
of 8t. John. It is stated as a reasonable
excuse for delay, that Mr. Mackenzie is
overworked, that his health is bad; but
he still retains both the Premiership and
the Department of Public Works, unwil
ling to part with either, and apparently
unable to find talent in his party fit to be
entrusced with either, outside of himself.
So the public works of the country are
left to take care of themselves, the people
being in doubt as to which is the lesser
evil—to suffer from Mr. Mackenzie's
delays, or to suffer from his mischievous
activity. Perhaps, on the whole, the
waves and the storms are the most mer-
ciful of the dispensations. At all events,
the railway extemsion will probably be
left to their tender care during tbe pres~
ent winter and coming spring, and it is
barely possible they will be kinder to St.
John than there is any hope of Mr
Mackenzie and his party proving. There
was, indeed, & hope that the Government
preas would say something on this subject,
but even in this direction all hope is
fled.” ,

Hon., Mr. SCOTT -This work would
have been built many years ago but for
th desire of the city of St. John to make
a large speculation out of the Dominion
Government. The Government maie an
offer of $20,000 for the piece of land re-
fused, but the city of $t. John demanded
$100,000. The gap between them was
very wide, and s0o no arrangement was

Courtney Bay
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come to when the change of Government
took place. Since then the Minister of
Fublic Works has decided that the old
site is not the best place for the terminus,
and as no other selection has yet been
made, it is not thought desirable to com-
plete the extension until the best location
i8 decided upon. :

Hon. Mr. DEVER—Do I understand
the hon. gentleman to say that there are
no means by which the lard required can
be taken by arbitration? The City
Council are and have been quite willing
to accede to this position.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I have mentioned
the circumstances to my hon. friend as [
have gathered them.

Hon, Mr. DEVER—I would like to
have a distinct answer from my hon.
friend as to whether the present Govern-
ment have realiy abandoned this piece of
work or not. If they have, we should
like to know it; if not, and the only diffi-
culty is a difference in the price of a
portion of the land, we are willing that the
Government shall take such portion as
they require at a fair valuation by arbitra-
tion, and in that way we hope the Gov-
ernment will do something decisive instead
of allowing a piece of work costing $100,~
000, to go to ruin.

Hon Mr. SCOTT—1 have given the
fullest possible information in my pos-
session—that the city of St. John wanted
to make too much of a speculation out of
the work. I believe it on the authority
of a gentleman from that citv who knows
all the circumstances. Pending the selec-
tion of the very best location, nothing will
or can be done. ‘ :

"The motion was carried.

THE PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS.

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD moved that an
humble Address be presented to ITis Ex«
cellency the Governot-(ieneral, prayi!:g
that his Excellency would be pleased
cause to be lasid before this House, s
detailed statement shewing the total
amounts expended on the grounds and
fences in front of the Parliamentary
Buildings from the first day of Januarv,
1870, to the first day of January, 1876,
with tho estimated cnst of completing
the same ; also, a detailed statement
shewing the total expenditure on the
new Library, distinguishing between the
expense of the outward construction angd
tha cost of completing the interior, during
the same period; also, a detailed state.
ment shew:ng the total expenditure on
the aduition to the Western Depart.
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mental Building, with an estimate of the
amount to complete ths same. He sald
—I1do not intend to make any lengthy
statement of reasons why I think it neces-
sary to put this notice of motion on the
minutes,but I must say I think it necessary
to call the attention of the Government,
hon. members, and the country to the
very large outlay that has been made on
the several subjects which I have inclnded
in my notice. It will be obvious to all
members who come here session after
session that works have been going on
since the first seegion of Parliament here
after [Confederation; that costly plans
have been adopted and changed, that
large sums of money have been ex
pended, and that this expenditure is still
going on. My object is to have in a
succint form the aggregate amount that
has been expended on these grounds and
buildings. The Goverhment -adopted a
certain plan with respect to the grounds;
they were levelled and prepared with
compost, trees were planted, and
walks laid out; subsequently another
plan was adopted, the trees were removed,
the grounds were changed, and more ex-
pense was incurred. There appears to be
no system, no matter what Government
is in power, and the expenditure on these
grounds and buildings seems to go on
perpetually. I bave heard it stated that
Mr. Marshall Wood had prepared a
scheme and an estimate for the grounds
that was, to a certain extent, adopted;
then it was changed by the present Gov-
ernment, and another plan was adopted,
showing a want of system. In reference
to the library, hon. gentlemen will see
it is a most magnificent bwlding, but I
may say that I fear. that its utility has
been sacrificed for architectural effect.
The building is a very beautiful one, but
when the book shelving is in, there will
not be suflicient light.
Hon. Mr, SCOTT—The hon, gentleman
" says that large expenditures have been
made in laying out these grounds in front
of the buildings. The plans were changed
at the time the Government came into
er. We found that not a contract,
ut bhalf & contract, had been passed to
level these grounds, so as to adapt them
to plans proposed by Mr. Wood. The
expense in carrying out that plan would
have boen in the neighbourhood of half a
million, so that it was abandoned, and we
only levelled the ground and placed a
wall infront. As to the library, the de.
fect in the plans has been certainly ob-
served by many other persoms, that the
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light is insufficient, but this was the plan
adopted long ago, which had been exam-
ined by competent persons, but it was
only when the work was finished that the
defect iu the lighting of the building was
pnoticed. There is no objection to the
address, and' I hope the hon. gentleman
will tind that the expenditure has been
within the limit of the es.imate.
The moticn was carrried

- GEORGIAN BAY BRANCH RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. READ moved that an humble
address be presented to His Excellency
the GovernorGeneral, praying that His
Excellency will cause to be laid before
this House copies of all correspondence
between the cortractors of the Georgian
Bay Branch Railway and the Government
since the date of the comtract. This
motion is one of great importance to the
country. I think when the papers come
down we will find that the great trans-
continental railway, that has been so much
talked of, had better be reconsidered. We
have seen it 1n the papers, and have
heard it from other authority, that the
branch line about to.be built to Frenoch
River is to be materially changed from
the route laid down by the Premier, and
the cost will be a great deal more than
Government has anticipated. The papers
tell us that the contractor requires quite
a different bargain from what he com-
menced upon. Not only does he require
a larger bonus, but, as far as I can under-
stand, he requires a change of route and
grades, as the road cannot be built where
it is laid down on the western end, the
country being a tract of mountains, rocks,
and ravines, impracticable for railway pur-
poses. We are told that the terminus is
to be located twenty-six miles up French
River, instead of at the mouth, and that
locks will have to be built at the mouth
of the river, to make another “ water
stretch,” so that it looks like as if the
people will have to be amphibious to
travel from one side of the country to the
other. We are told also, that the con-
tractor wants the money consideration
changed from $10,000 to $15,000 per mile,
with an increased guarsntee of intereat.
I hope when these papers come down, it
will be found that the Government have
taken action to stop the waste of public
money in this direction. I think that
this application for better terms will be a
good chance for the Government to get
rid of this contract, and save a larve
expenditure of money on a useless uander-
taking.
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Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—I am afraid we
shall not be able to arrest the Govern-
ment in this wilful waste of money. The
proposed road is entirely unnecessary, as
we already have communication between
this part of Canada and the Georgian Bay
established by two or three roads. Why
the Government are constructing this
piece of railway now I cannot understand,
especially during the present condition of
the revenue, There are already the Mid-
land Railway, the Northern Railway, and
the Toronto, Grey, and DBruce roads
running towards the (Georgian Bay.
The Government announced as their
policy that in building the Pacific Railway
they would avail themselves of the navi
gable water stretches. If such is their
‘intention, why build this road when there
are ample railway facilities from this part
of the country to Georgian Bay already ?
The road is not necessary to establish

Georgian Bay

communication with the fertile territories

of the North-West, as they car be reached
by the roads that already exist. 'The
Government show themselves to be incon-
sistent in tbis matter, and I wish I could
induce them to abandon the enterprise,
as it is no gain to the country.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—There is no objection
to the address. My hon, friend will
recollect that when this policy of the
Government was announeed that a
tbhrough route from Quebec to the Geor-
gian Bay, Montreal and the city of Ottawa,
through the Ottawa Valley, was contem-

lated. The hob. gentleman seems to
ignore the fact that there is any other
country in Canada than tbat in the West-
ern part of Ontario. It was at one time
the policy of the Government to establish
water communication between Monireal
and the Georgian Bay, about twenty years
ago. It was discussed in Parliament, and
a very considerable appropristion was
made for the commencement of the
work. The Chats Canal was commenced,
but it was abandoned again The late
Government entertained the same policy
of a railway through the Ottawa Valle.,
as a continuation of the North Shore and
Northern Colonization Railways to Lake
Nipissing. When the papers comeo
down I shall be prapared to discuss the
question as to whether the Government
. are wise in following up the line of policy
which they previously announced. lhe
interests of the country demaund that
public works should go on, and not ¢.at
expenditures should cease, when this
eorisis came. If we had stopped expendi
tures on public works, where would the
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financial institutions of the country be, of
one of which my hon. friend is the head ?
Where would the credit of the country
have been if the Government bad arrested
these works ? If they had done so. their
policy would have been condemned from
one end of the Dominion to the other.
Any one who looks at the trade and navi-
gation returns, will see where the embar-
rassment of trade is; it is only two or
three classes, the mercantile and manu-
facturing, that suffer the one from over
importation, and the other from over pro-
duction. The other classes of the commu-
nity are in a sound condition, and before
twelve months are past the commerce
will be in its normal state agein. I
ihink that it wou!d be very unwise to
stop the public works because there is &
financial depression. N

Hon: Mr. CAMPBELL—Who suggested
such a course?

Hon., Mr. SCOTT—1 think the hon.
gentleman suggests it when he says we
should stop the Georgian Bay Branch. I
think it would have been bighly repre-
heneible if we had stopped this or any
other public works. Asfaras the Georgian
Bay Branch is concerned, it has ot added
to the financial depression, as the Gov-
ernment havenot contributed one dollar -
on it to the contractor yet, so that can
have nothing to do with it.

Iion. Mr. ALLAN—My hon. friend
does not suggest the stoppage of public
works, but the real point is that we are
all anxious to see direct communication
established as soon as poesible between
this part of the Dominion and British
Columbia. The fundamental principle
laid down by the Government in their
Pacifie Railway policy was that they
would not expend one shilling of money
for railwavs where they could take ad-
vantage of the water stretches. 1f the
country was in 4 flourishing condition,
with plenty of means at band, I dare sa
it would be a very good thing to build the
Georgian Bay Branch, but we can bardly
say it is a part of the Pacific Railway, or
that it is justifiable to expend a very
large amount of money in carrying a
raitway track through avy part of the
country where it is not at present re-
quired. That is where the whole difficulty
lies, If we were convinced that it -was
absolutely necessary to build tbis road to
establish communication wi'h British Co-
lumbia, there could be no objection to
it ’

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—TLis Dominion is
composed of a considerable extent of
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territory, but the people of Western On-
tario seem to think they are Canada, and
if anything turns up in favour of the
Ottawsa district, Western Ontario is always
against us. I want the hon gentlem+n
from Toronto to bear in mind that this
Ottawa Valley is of some importance to
the Domiuion, and as we contribute a very
large amount to the public exchequer,
we are entitled to some advantages in
the expenditure of public money. We
had the same opposition last year on this
railway scheme; and now when there is
& hubbub among the supporters of the
(Goverument about a speech delivered
by the Postmaster General at Argenteuil
—a speech that should never have been
noticed at all—some of us seem to think
that we will. add to their troubles by
opposing this Georzian Bay Branch
scheme. If the route of this railway
is to be changed to a position a little
north it will be a saving of moaey, and
it will lead to thie very same spot where
the route of the road proposed by the
late Government was located. If locks
are put on French River it will give navi-
gation to Lake Nipissing, which will
shorten the rowd. I hope the Govern-
ment will not abandon this route. If
there is a better route, adopt it, and I
believe the gnod sense of this House will
support the Government iu carrying out
its construction, as the people of the East
have as good a right to have this road
built as others to have money expended
in the western part of the Province.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—It seems to me it
would be very much more convenient to
have the papers brought down first, and
then have the discussion on.the subject.
Wae are drifting back to the beginning of
this question, and I maintain tbat Mr.
Mackenzie’s policy from .the first was to

build this road as the shortest route of | th

communication between the lakes and
Montreal. He brought his scheme before
Parliament, and it was pasced in the
Commons and in this House, and endorsed
by the people. I contend that the road
i8 built in the same direction as the one
projected by the late Government. No
matter which side of the Uttawa it is on,
the direction and the expenditure are
the same, and I think. the whole of the
Province of Quebec would be very much
dissatished if some of the Pacific Railway
was not built through the Ottawa Valley.
The first idea in the organization of the
Northern Colonization Railway scheme
was that it should connect with the North
Shore road 5from Quebec, run up the

[FeBRBARY 18, 1876.]

Branch Railway. 37

north shore of the Otiawa to this city,
when it would croes the river and extend
on to Georgian ‘Bay. . .

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—If we did
wrong in «uthorizing this road, I think'¢

is only right that we should reconsider

it. When the error was. discovered it
would have been a very wise thing of the
Government to have reconsidered the
matter, and see whether it would not be
better to eave the money for the present.
Inall the discussions I have heard on this
road I have not heard any gentleman
speak of the traffic that is to support it.
Usually when railways are projected, and
money is to be spent, statements of the

traffic tbat exists or will be created by the -

road are submitted. I have  heard
nothing of that kind in this case, and I
do not believe, myself, that thera .is_ any
traffic, or that there will be any traffio for
the road when'it is constructed, if ever it
is constructed. As for local t'affie, the
timber, as long &3 it lasts, will form some,
but as soon as the timber ia exhausted, as
far as my information of the country goes,
there will be no other freights to carry.
It should have been re ed more as a
local road than a Dowinion road con-
structed by the Dominion, for it. has
to national charactleristic whatever. It
is just such a road—with this difference,
the county is not so good—as is being
built by local companies in Ontario, as-
sisted by the counties, townships, and vil-
lages, according as the people are inter-
ested mit. They understand very wall the
advantages of rallways in getting their
produce carried cheaply to market,and
they contribute in the form of bonuses,
and after that come to the provinoe and
ask the Legislature to assist,and that is
the principle on which this railway
should be buwlt. It is well ko
at there are no municipalitics to
contribute bonuses. in this route, byt
there are wealthy gentlemen interested in
timber limits who are better able to con-
tribute money than farmers are. It is
really for the benefit of the people who
own these timber limits that.the road is
being built, and not for national interests.
I should like- any gentleman to tell ie if
the road was constaucted  to-morrow,
where any portion of the traflio to support
it is to befound. I consider it & perfect
waste of money. S

The motion was adopted, and the
House adjourned at 5.5 p.m. '

—
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Moxpay, Feb. 21.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 o’clock.

Prayers were read.
After routige,

THE GOVERNMENT DREDGE * CANADIAN'"

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH moved “ That an
address be ;resented to His Excellency
the Governor General, praying that His
Excellency will cause to be laid before
this House a statement$ shewing the work
momed by the Government steam

go Canadian, during the past year,
with total cost of said work, the harbours

dredged, with the quantily and cost of|

the work in each harbour, the number
and olassification of the crew, and the
wages paid to each of them. Also, the
quantity of coal cousumed by same
dredge on each work, when and by whem
supplied, and the cost per ton or caldron,
Also, if any extra hands have been em-
ployed on any of the worksor in the ser-
vice a8 pilots or otherwise, if 8o, where ;
the seivice was performed and the wages
paid.” I make this motion with the object
of ascertaining whether the dredge has
been doing work commensurate with its
ability and the expenses attending the
same. 1 am of opmion that when the
statement ssked for comes before ue, the
oontrary will appear ; and that the Gov-
erament will be called upon to see to it
hereafter that more work is done, and at
a less cost. I had hopes that the harbour
of Mahone Bay would have been dredged
last year, as the rising importance of that
port justified the early performance of
the work. The late Government sent
an epgineer there, who reported so fa-
vourably that everything was arranged, to
have the work performed speedily, and
commenced immediately after the dredg:
ing of the next harbour (Lunenburg) was
completed, The work at the latter place
laat gutumn was bmarliauy done, when
the dredge was ered to Yarmouth,
notwithstanding a large and influentially
signed petition was sent to the Govern.
ment, praying that the dredge remain
until the work wes finished. Lunenburg
harbour is ususlly free from ice in winter,
and the work commenced would have
been continued to completion. The con~
trary is the case with Yarmouth. Little,
if anything, can be done there this winter
to advantage, whilst time and money are
being wasted; and Mahone Bay now
seems farther from being dredged than it
was tWO years ago.
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Canadian.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—There is no objec-
tion to the address, but my hon. friend's
complaints are not indicated by the
language used in his notice; thierefore I
am quite uvable to give explanations
until the ground of complaint is brought
forward. 'T'he particulars asked for in the
motion will, of course, come down.

THE POSTMASTER OF S3iOKVILLE,

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD moved tha®
an humble Address be presented to Hi®
Excellency the Governor Genersl, praying
that His Excellency will be pleased to
cause to be laid before this House, copies
of all reports and other documents com-
municated to the Poat Office Department
by the Post Office ILspector for the Pro-
vince of New Brunswick,as the result of
the officer’s investigation into the conduct
of the Postmaster at Sackville, together
with copies of any certificate of character,
or recommendations in faviur of such
Postmaster.” During the last year there
were very serious charges made against
the Postmaster of the larga and flourishing
village of Sagkville. These charges were
of so grave a nature that the Department
found it necessary to cause an investiga-
tion to be made by the Inspector. I am
aware that last summer an inve:tigation
did take place, and perhaps the docu-
ments were furnished to the parties
implicated, but ss regards the result of
that investigation, the public have not
been informed. Of course there is a large
population who are interested in the
oftice being properly conducted. 1 need
not go into details that have come within
my own knowledge, and will defer making
any further remarks until the papers
come down, when I shall have something
more to say on the subject.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER pE ST. JUST—
I do not know whether the papers alluded
to are in the Post Office Department, but
if such papers exist they shall be brought
g;;ewo, as | have no objection to the Ad-

88,

THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES,

Hon. Mr. GIRARD. moved that an
humble Address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, praying
that his Excellency will cause to laid
before this House, copies of all instruc-
tions to the honourable Alexander Morris,
Lieutenant Governor of the Northwest
Territories ; also copies of all Orders in
Council relative to the ssid territories
since their organization, and not already
published ; also copies of all reports and
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official correspondence between the Lieu-
tenant Governor and the Dominion Gov-
ernment from the date of his appointment.
It is not from asimple motive of curiosity
that I am now moving this address; it
was in 1871, that an Act was passed for the
government of the Northwest territories.
By that Act it was provided that a Lieu-
tenant Governor would' be appointed for
the administration of justice in those
territories, and to establish all laws
necessary for the peace, order and good
government of Her Majesty’s subjects
and others therein, and for that purpose
he would receive the assistance of a
Council not exceeding fifteen and not less
than seven persons. It was also provided
that sli laws and ordinances so to be
made should be laid before the Houses of
Parliament as soon as convenient after
they were framed. By a subsequent Act
passed in 1873, it was provided that the
number of Councillors could be augment-
ed to twenty-one; and we see by the
preamble that under the preceding Act a
Council of eleven had been appointed
with certain powers, which had been de-
fined by an Order in Councili in that
behalf. By: a subsequent Act passed
during the same session, 36 Victoria, ch.
34, a great step was made t7 complete
the organization of the Northwest ter—
ritories, The Lieutenant Governor and
his Council could pass all laws neces-
sary for the administration of justice
in these territories, in the limits assigned,
by an order of the Governor in Council,
and the Governor in Council was em-
powered to make such laws and provisions
as the Lieutenant Governor in Council
could do. By subsequent legislation it
was provided that every law made by the
Lieutenant Governor iu Council may be
disallowed by Governor in Council within
two years after its passing, and every'law
made by the Governor in Council was to
be laid before both Houses of Parliament,
and in both cases such laws, as evidence
of being in force, had to be published in
the Canada Gazette or in the Official
Gazette of Manitoba, I know that from
time to time the Members of the North-
west Council have been called togetner by
His Excellency the Lieutenant Govern:
nor, to fulfil the responsible duties at-
tached to their position; aad I thiok
that they have acted conscientiously and
honestly —at least their services have
baen acknowledged by the Lisutenant-
Governor. At a late meeting, when mak.
ing su enumeration of what had been
done by the Council, he made it in a way
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that 1 will ask the indulgence of this
honourable House to meéntion. I will
read a few words from the speech from
the Lieutenant Goveruor during the last
session of the North-West Couneil, in
October last:~“ Though you hal many
difficulties to contend with, you surs
mounted most of them, and will have
the gratification of knowing that you, in &
large measure, contributed to shape the
policy which will prevail in the govern-
ment of the Territories and the adminis.
tration of its affairs.” I take the liberty
to refer to the subject as justification of
the work that these men have done for
the best interests of the country; and I
hope that if the motion is granted-—as I
expect there will be no difficuley—-it will
show what has been done. Of the work
done by the North~West Council, nothing
has been published according to law, s
far as 1 have been able to ascertaim,
although the whole Dominion is inter-
ested to know what has beem accom-
plished for the improvement and the
development of that vast British Canadina
Empire of the West. If there is fault
anywhere we ought to know who is re-
sponsible; for, before long, under & law
passed during last session, s new orgami-
zation will tske place. ‘

Hon. Mr. SUTHERLAND~I would add
a word or two in explanation of my hos.
colleague’s motion, especially as I do npt
doubt that most hon. gentlemen are aware
that the mover of the resolation :was
himself a member of the Northwess
Council, and no doubt felt some
in bringing forward this motion. I X
therefore, beg to say that the thanks of
the country are due to the Lieutenamt
Governor and Council for their efforts in
organizing that vast Territory, nad msia.
taining the good order that has prevailed
during their administration. o effect
of their labours is the only means I have
bad of judging of what they bave done,
as I have mnever seen any of their Acts

ublished. I would say, as my hon, eol.
eague has just referred to it, that the
thanks of the country are due to the
gentlemen of the Northwest Couneil, for
they have never been paid for their ser
vices.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg 8T. JUST—
I have no hesitation in saying that we can
grant the two first demands, but as to the
latter portion of the resolution, it would
extend over such a large area that we
cannot grant it. It wouid be the his
of the Northwest Tet:ritorieo which would
form a very voluminous d'ooumont, o0
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lengthy to be printed in the papers. As
m.’ observarions of my pll£). friend
about the work done by the members of
the Nortbwest Councilin the actual organ
ization of the Northwest Territories, I will
not say that those gentlemen who were
entrusted with it have not done their
dauty, but I suppoee that the hon. gentle-
man has seen from the Speech from the
Throne that papers respecting Manitoba
will be brought down. I can see no ob-
jection to granting the address, if the
hon. gentleman will strike out the last
g::tion of the motion, and let tha two
t sections stand, as they are sufficient
1o get the whole intormation needed.
Hon. Mr. GIRARD—My intention was
to ask what had been done with reference
to the Northwest Territories, not to ex-
tend to the Province of Manitoba.
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dk ST. JUST~
I do not see any grave objection to the
apers being brought down, except that
it will likely be a bulky correspondence,
and the Committee on Printing will find
it too large for publication. Some of the
oorrespondence has no great bearing on
the question, and would be of no public
interest. It might be preferable if the
msenﬂeman would go with my hon.
! the Secretary of State, who would
no doubt show what correspondence
might or might not be given in the re-

Tt

pf)Holl. Mr. 8COTT—There is a very large
ion of the correspondence that can-
not be of any. possible interest.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—1 have no
doubt that whatever the hon. gentleman
wishes to have brought down will be of
deep interest to ihe country. I cannot
leé this opportunity pass without acknow-
ledging that credit is due to the Govern
ment of the day for not having availed
themselves of the power given to them by
Parliament last session, to throw upon
the cruntry the expense of a Government
for the North West Tervitorice. I am suve
that members of both Houses will be
always ready to acknowledge careful
management of the finances of the coun-
try, and the Government sre in this case
entitled to the thanks of the country. 1
did not think it was wise on their part to

ass that measure last sescion. We all

now when a Government obtaing power
to establish a separate Gov-rnment in
any part of the Dominion, with corres~
ponding patronage, that any number of
claims are put in by adherents for aﬁpoint
ments; The Senate could not take the
responsibility of objecting to the measure
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brought in by the Government last ses<
sion, as they received the assurance that
the future of the North-West was such as
would warrant the expenditure, including
the salary of the Lieutenant-Governor
and his secretary. But the $10,000 for
such salaries was merely the first expen-
diture : there were to be buildings, and sub-
sequent expenditure that was jnevitable.
When we reflect that the civilized popu-
lation of Manitoba and the North-West
is only about 36,000—equal to one of the
ordinary counties in Ontario—the Govern-
ment of such a territory is expensive even
at present. The thanks of this House are
due to the Government that they have
not thrown on the country this additional
expenditure, until we see much.more
rapid progress in tho settlement of the
North West. It would be totaily differen$

'if the policy of the Government was a

vigorous one. I have no faith that their
policy will lead to the rapid settlement of
that country. When they enter upon
expenditures that are premature and un-
necessary, and fear to undertake neces-
sary works, I have no hope of rapid ex-
pansion and growth. If there was a more
vigorous policy on the part of the Govern-
ment; if they showed faith in the future
of the country by constructing a through
rail route from Thurder Bay to Fort Garry,
we should soon see & large population
flowing into that territory; and 1 believe
this could be accomplished without in-
creasing the public burdens; because we
should find from such expenditure a pro-
portionate increase of population and
revenue.

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER Dz ST. JUST—
The communication which my hon. friend
say: is so desirable is almost in existence
at present. He says “if there was rail.
way ‘communication {rom Lake Superior
to Mamtoba, if our lakes were covered
with projellers to carry immigrants,in a
very short time we would have a [arge
immivration into> that country, and a
Government would then be necessary.”
\We have alveady large steamers on the
lakes, which can carry any pumber of
immigrents to Duluth, and thero is railway
communication all the way from there,
excapt a short distance, to Fort Garry,
and that it is not complet:d is not the
fault of the Government; but this small
link will be finished in the course of
twelve months. I thiok the hou. gentle-
man, if he had looked at this fact, would
not have discredited what he himself has
said at first. 1 certainly have to thank
the hon. gentleman for his kind remarks
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in the begiuning of his speech, but the
conclusion is not so acceptable.

Hon Mr AIKINS—I quite sympathize
with the hon gentleman from Manitoba.
It would be of great interest to the public
to have the information required pub-
lished. From what [ have seen and what,
T have heard, the exertions put forward
by the members of the Northwest Council
for the purpose of controlling not merely
the Indians, but the entire populatior,
have added greatly to the progress of the
country. Ian looking over the papers ra-
quired, I think it is desirable not to cull
them too closely; let them be brought
down, and the committee can decide what
papers should be printed in the interests
of the public.

PROTECTION.

Hon, Mr. RYAN presented a petition
from the Dominion Board of Trade, pray-
ing for protection to Canadian manufac-
tures.

THE OAMPBELL DIVORCR CASE.

Hon Mr. REESOR presented a petition
from Robert Campbell, of Whitby, Onta-
rio, praying for an Act to dissolve his
mariiage wito Eliaa Maria Byrne, for
adultery with one George Gordon. The
oertificate of the service in the case for
the respondent was also submitted.

Hon. Mr. REESOR—I beg to move that
the witness in this case be called to the
bar of the Senate,

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL—As it is known
that a number of gentlemen of this House
cannot take part in such proceedings as
thie, I might suggest that these motions
be carried on division.

Houn. Mr. SCOTT—TI agree with the re-
marks of the hon. gentleman ; it is the
course usually pursued.

'The witness having been brought to the
bar of the House, he was examined as
follows :— .

Witness—Erastus Francis Howard, of
the township of Whitby, County Oantario,
Sheriff’s bailiff.

Hon. Mr, REESOR—Do you know
Robert Campbell, of the townshp of
Whitby, in the County of Ontario, tho
petitioner for an Act of Parliament for
divorce from his wife ; and how long have
you known him?

Witness—I do know bhim. I have
known him for about twenty-five years.
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Hon. Mr. REESOR—Do you know
Eliza Maria Campbell, his wife, formerly
Eliza Byrne, and how long have yon known
her; and have you known her intimately ?

Witness—I do know her; have known
her from her childhood upwards; have
known her intimately previous t7 and
since hor marriage with Robert Campbell,
the petivioner for the D:ll of Divorce, up
to the time of her leaving the care of the
said Robert Campbell.

Hon. Mr, REESOR—Lo"k at this paper
marked “ A’ Did you serve a copy of
the same on Eliza Maria Campbell; and
if so, at what time, at what place, and
under what circumstauces ?

Witness—I served a copy of the notice
of the writing now shown to me, marked
“A,” on Monday, the 5th of July, 1875,
upon the said Eliza Maria Campbell, at
the house of her mother, Henrietta Byrne,
in the town of Whitby, County of On-
tario, Proviuce of Oatario, by handing to
her (the said Eliza Maria Campbell) &
copy of the notice in the writing marked
¢ A, which she then and there received.
I at the same time told her that the
notice was a notice of application for
divorce on the part of her husband; that
it was served at the instance and request
of her'said husband ; I also told her- the
notice was published in the newspapers
of the said town of Whitby, and at the
village of Oshawa, in the said County of
Oatario, and known respectively as the
Whitby Gazetie and the Ontario Reformer.
Said Eliza Maria Campbell then told me
that she supposed she must receive the
said notice, as she had received the other
—meaning a similar notice with which
I served her on the 8th of July, 1874; I,
therefore, on the 7th of July, made a
memorandum on the back of the said
notice, marked “A,” of the time, place,
and particulars of such service, which
memorandum is now handed in, marked
o B.”

Hon. Mr. REESOR—Evidence of ser-
vice having been received, I beg that the
witness be allowed to withdraw from the
Honse.

The witness withdrew.

Hon. Mr. REESUR—I move that the
petition of Robert Campbell, praying for
a divorce, be now read.}

The petition was read, and the House
adjourned.
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Tusspay, Feh, 22, 1876,
The PRESIDENT took the chair at 3
pm.
Prayers were read.

. 'll’she House sat with closed dcors until

After routine,
THE CAMPBELL RELIEF BILL.

Hon, Mr. REESOR introduced a bill
for the relief of Robert Campbell, which
was read the first time.

" The House adjourned at 4.30.

WiDNEsDAY, Feb. 23,

The President took the chair at three
o'clock.

Prayers were read.

After routine.

THE EASTERN RAILWAY EXTENSION,

Hon. Mr. MILLER moved ¢that an
humble Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General, pray
ing that His Excellency may be pleased
to cause to be laid before the Senate all
correspondence between the Dominion
Government and the Government of Nova
Scotis, and all orders in Council relative
to Eastern Railway oxtension in that
Province,” He said that the subject of
Eastern Failway Extension, in Nove
Scotia, had been brought before the
Senate two years ago, by.the hon. second-
er of the present motion, when Senators
from Cape Breton had an opportunity of
placing their views on the question before
the country, 'The opinions he had then
given expression to had been confirmed
by subsequent events, and he believed
were today endorsed by nine tenths of
the people immediately interested in the
subject. He would explain for the benefit
of hon. gentlemen not conversant with
the matter, what was meant bv his mo-
tion. The Government railways in Nova
Scotia extended eastwardly as far as
Pictou, or rather New Glasgow, a distance
of about eighty miles from the Straits of
Canso, which was about half way between
the present railway terminus and the
magnificent harbour of Louisbourg, des~
tined in the near future to become ihe
Atlantic terminus of our railway system.
An agitation has heen going on for years
to secure the extension of the roal
from Pictou to that port. 'The people cf
Cape Breton snd Eastern Nova Scotia
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claimed, and justly claimed, that the
completion of this work was due to them
from the country. They believed that

-] while they were called upon to pay their

their sbare of public improvements, such
a8 railways and canals, in every other
portion of the Dominion, they had a right
to receive some consideration from their
rulers for their own wueglected condition.
They cannot understand how millions
can be 80 easily voted for subsidies to
railways and canals in some places, when
uothing can be secured to improve
their own position and give them con.
nection with the rest of the world. Was
it because their country was not worth
consideration? That man knew little of
Cape Breton—its great and numerous re-
sources—its geographical advantages--who
woull besitate to say that in proportion
to area it was the most valuable piece of
territory in this Dominion. No man
valued British Columbia more highly than
he did as a portion of the Confederation,
but he considered that Cape Breton was
worth ten times as much to the Dominion
as the Western Province. Yet their
public works, their much needed railway
and canal, had been in the past things of
little solicitude to the Government. Ha
hoped a different policy would mark the
future. The people of Cape Breton de~
sired the completion of a railway from
New (ilasgow to Louisbourg as soon as
they could get it, and he contended that
it ehould be constructed as a portion of
our inter-oceanic highway. But as it did
not appear that the Government of the
day could be induced to favour that view,
he supposed they would bave to be
satisfied at present with a railway to the
Strait of Canso. That could be accom-
plished at ouace with merely nominal
assistance from the Dominion Govern.
ment. The Local Government were will
ing to give a fair subsidy to any company
agreeing to extend the railway to the
point named, and there were parties
ready to build the road to the Strait, if in
addition to that subeidy, the Federal
Government transferred to them the road
from the Intercolonial Junction at Truro
to New (lasgow. As that portion of the
line was not a source of much profit to the
Government, they would reaily be giving
nothing, or at least would ba losing
nothing by the transfer, for which the
local Government had been in communi-
cation with them. The Dominion Gov-
ernment were supposed to have favour-
ably entertained the proposilion, but the
gift had hitherto been clogged with con-
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ditions that rendered it valueless. These
conditions were that the company should
complete a railroad all the way to Louis
bourg; otherwire the transfer would not
be absolute, and unless absolute tlie pro-
perty would be worth nothing as a securi-
ty on which to raise money. No company
can be found at present to accept the
terms of extension to Louisbourg. None
could be found during the past two years,
and as he had predicted then, they had
just lost that much time in obtaining the
road to the Straits of Cansn. He trusted
now that all parties would look at what
was practical and possible, and not delay
or endanger it by seeking what was neither
the one nor the other. He trusted that the
Pictou road would be given absolutely to
any parties contiacting to build a railway to
the Straits. If anything else were done,
further delay and disappointment would
be the result. It had been insinuated
that neither the rederal nor the Local
Government were sincere in their etforts
for eastern raiiway extension in Nova
Scotia, and that they attached conditions
to every scheme they agreed to that they
knew would defcat it. He would be sorry
to believe that, but rather contended that
their sincerity should be judged by what
might hereatter take place. But it was
said that some sectionalism was again at
work, and that some parish politicians in
Cape Breton were endeavouring to get
tacked on tothe main line to the Straits,
a branch to their own doors, or as near
as possible. He could understand the
enemies of Cape Breton playing a game of
that kind, arousing sectionalism to defeat
the whole enterprire, but he could not
comprehend such narrowness and short

sightedness on the part of its friends. .

There was only one course either practi-
cal or patriotic at the present time in the
true interests of Cape Breton, and that
was to bend all their energies to secure
the railway to Port Mulgrave, After they
had got that far, then they could all
unite in securing & railway to Louisbourg.
No county in Cape Breton was more
interested—not even Cape Breton county
—in having the road to that port than
the county in which he resided, as
the line would run almost through
hichmond, and notbing could induce
him to forego the construction of
the whole road, except its immediate im-
practicability.  While, however, it was
wise to take the road to the Straits as an
instalment, when they crossed the Straits
of Canso, they should keep their eyes
steadily fixed on Louisbourg. Richmond,
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Victoria or Cape Breton should not consent
to the expenditure of a single dollar for
railway on the Island looking in any other
direction than Louisbourg, until that road
is completed. They should not dissipate
their resources in building useless
branches ending nowhere, for every dollar
thus spent would lessen the ability of the
Province to assist them, ane weaken their
claim hereafter for the extension of the
main line. A brunch line to West Bay,
in the Bras D'Or Lake, was spdken of, but
when St. Peter’s Canal was enlarged that
would be the natural channel of access
to the inland waters of the Island. Aun-
other scheme was a branch line to
Whycowmah, but this was more absurd
than the other. Either of these roads -
would ct a large sum of money; and
would b~ useless half the year when
the Lakes were frozen. A new eles
ment of discord had been started in
regard t) eastern extension by the
advocates of White Haven as the ter-
minus of our railway system, but as it was
likely to be harmless he wou!l not say
much about it.  All the railways in Nova
Scotia had been built by sections--the
roal to Pictou was first finished to Truro,
and some years after extended to New
Glasgow, The same was the case with
their western lines. That policy had
been so successful that the people of Cape
Breton would see the wisdom of adopting
it in their own case. If they could not
get all they wanted at once, they would
content themselves with what was within
their reach for the present. What he
thought thut at least three-fourths of the
people of Cape Breton wanted the Gov-
ernwent to do, was to hand the Pictou
Branch over to any company that would’
complete a railway to Port Mulgrave
or any other suitable point in the
Straits of Canso, with a steam ferry at the
strait, That was what was wanted, pure
and simple, nothing more or nothing less.
Anything else, however plausible or
advantageous apparemtly, would be at«
tended with no practical result, and he
trusted that both Governments would
show by an honest and common sense
policy that they desired a practical
result, .
Ilon. Mr. BOURINOT—My hon. friend
has spoken so fully and so well on tiua
subjeci that I have very fow remarks to
offer, but as I have taken & deep interest’
in this question, not only here but in the
Legislature of Nova Scotis, I entirely
concur in the views of my hon, friend,
although, two yearsago, when the question

Extension.
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came up here, I certainly was opposed to
the railway extension being provided for
only as far as Capso, to which my hon.
friend has referred. T did so, because I
thought if the arrangement was made to
bave the line extended only to Canso, and
not to Louisburg, it would be likely to re
main so for a long time, and there was
then a company desirous to take it up and
build it from New Glasgow to Louisburg;
but they did not csrry out their pledges
for reasons I will net enter upon at present.
‘We all know that the Local Legislature
passed ameasure to aid this line of railway.
1t was not done for the purpose of building
it but simply to gain certain votes in the
House, and the Act on the statute book
proves the fact. When I saw it first ]
{:rceived the object. With regard to

uisburg we all know what it has been
in the past, and what its commercial
imnortance may be hereafter. Its pro-
gress may be retarded by present legiela-
tion—with its magnificent harbour acces-
sible at all seasons, and the pearest to
Europe, it is only a question of time—and
I think, therefore, it is as well entitled to
aid from the Government in connection
with the Intercolonial Railway as any
other portion of the Dominion. The
present Government have been building
and aiding many railways with the public
money, and they bave alto expended

millions on canals for the purpose of

developing the resources of the other
Provinces of the Dominion, while Cape
Breton is entirely ignored, left out, and
not even thought of It is true it is said
there is expenditure on public worksin
Cape Breton, but what are they ? Only one
work, and that expenditure was inaugura-
ted by the late Government and continued
by the present in the barbour of Ingonish.
That money is thrown away. Weall know
how many years we have been wait.
ing for the enlargement of St. Peter’s
Canal, but as I have a noticeon the paper
on this question I will not bring it up
now. I appeal to the gentlemen of this
House to see thht justice is done to the
Island of Cape Breton by this Government
and by the Government of Nova Scotia.
When I spcke on this question two years
ago I stated that when we came into Con-
federation it was for the purpose of get

ing the justice from the Dominion that
we failed to obtain from the Province of
NovaScotia. I hope the Government will
give the matter the serious considera
fion and take care that the same justice
is extended to us all that is extended to
Manitoba, the Northwest Territories,
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British Columbia, and Prince Edward
Island. We do not demand more ; we are
not unressonable, but we demand justice.

Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD—I think the
best thing, as we cannot get the road to
louisburg, is to take it to the Strait of
Canso. I 'am sure that the road can be
completed to the Strait, but I have my
doubts, Jike my hon. fiiend, that it can
be carried any further at present. We
bave been allowed to stand in the cold
long enough, waiting not only for the
action of this Government, but of the
Government of Nova Scotia, for the East-
ern Extension, while the Western Exten-
sion has been carried as far as Yarmouth,
I hope that when the section from New
Glasgow is transferred to the company
who will engage to build the Extension,
there will be in the agreement a provision
binding the contractors to put a suitable
steam ferry on the Strait of Canso. Ido
not belieye the Government of Nova
Scotia will give any grant for that, and
the company should be compelled to put
on a steam ferry, so that we can cross the
Strait at all seasons.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST—
—~There i3 no objection on the part of
the Government to accede to the demand
for these papers. I hope that when the
papers are before the House every one of
us will be in a better position to disouss
the question. The Government have taken
cognizance of this matter already, and it
is not their fault that something has not
been done : it is on account of internal
difficulties in that section of the country
that the road has not been completed.
There is no difficulty in the way of the
Government handing over the section
from the jurction at Truro to New Glas-
gow. The Government have been en-
deavouring to find out how they could
place the road in a way to utilize it to
the greatest benefit of that section of the
Province, and we have been told by many
people that the Local Government are
unwilling to grant a subsidy to extend it
to Louisburg,” The building of the road
does not depend entirely on the Dominion
Government, but it depends more on tae
Local Government.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—There is an Act on
the statute book granting $6,000 per mile
towards it.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST—
If the local Government ara taking an
interest im the matter to facilitate the
opening of the road, the responsibility
will remain with thera ; we shall certainly
place no obstacle in their way.
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i I@an.xm. MILL%I}-—Th?n I understand
hat the responsibility of requiring any
further extension than taking theg road
to the Strait of Canso will rest with the
Loca! Government. ~ .

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST—
I do not go as far as that. I say it will
rest with the people of your Province and
their Government, inismuch as the Gov-
ernment seem to be ready to grant a sub-
sidy for its continuation towards the east.
When the papers are before the House it
will be more easy to discuss the question.
However, the Government have no inten-
tion whatever to prevent this lit'le section
from being handed over for the purpose
of assisting the extension.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—My own impression
of the former discussion on this subject is,
that in granting the line to New Glasgow
a coudition should be attached that the
.?)xtension should be carried on to Louis-

urg. ‘

Hon. Mr. MILLER~I was opposed to
that, for the simple reason I believed no
contractors would be willing to accept it
on that condition. However, I do not
believe the Government were liable to
censure for affording the opportunity to
angy contractors who would be willing to
undertake the extension to Louisburg.

Hon. Mr. SCOTI—I believe that within
the last two years a proposition was made
by a company to extend the road to Louis-
burg, if they could get control of the sec-
tion from Truro to New Glasgow. I think
the offer was made, and an attempt was
made to float the scheme in the English
money market, but it failed.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I understand the
reason of the failure was that the time
was too short. With respect to the road
from Triro to New Glasgow—fifty miles,
the property of the Government—when it
is handed over to a company to ensure
the extension to the Strait of Canso, I
hope in the arrangement for transfer the
Government will see tbat the public in-
terests are protected ; that the use of the
road shall be continued, and that it shall
not be handed over to speculators Lefore
the extension to Canso is insured.

The motion was carried.

MARINE OBBLES,

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH moved “That
an bumble Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor-General, praying
that His Excelleacy will cause to be laid
before this House ‘copies of all papers
. and correspondence between the Govern-
ment ggd the ‘Direct Cable Compary,’
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the ¢Anglo-American Company,’ and all’
other Atlantic Cable Companies sinde the
1st October, 1873.” It must bé fresh in
the minds of evéry honourable gentieman
present the animated' discussion we had
last session on the Government Bill én-
titled an  Act to regulate the construc-
tion and maintenance of Marin:- Eleetrio
Telegraphs,” landing on out shores. It
seemed tha* the legislation of the Govern«
went was inspired in the interest of a
company known as the “Direct Cable
Company,” which cow pany, in the pre<
vious session of Parliament, sought for
itself similar. legislation, and eircam-<
stances justified an impression that seme
gentlemen now in the Government had
some interest in stimulating the legisla~
tion of last spring. It was apparent that
at every step in the progreas of the Bill
the Government not only consulted with,
but was dictated to by, the said conipany.
1t is currently reported that a scheme has
not only been outlined and promuigated,
but circulars explaining have been issued,
for the fusion into the Anglo-Ame¥ican
Company of the Direct Cable Company.
It is well remembered that the promoters
of the latter company impressed the ides,
not only on the public, but on some Lon.
gentlemen here, that they were animsted
with the desire to promote.the public
interest in cheap telegraphy, and by the.
aid of the Government Bill permanent
cable competition would be sedured.
Now, it is just possible that the amalga=
mation of the two companies may not
take place ; but this much appears certain:
—they have clutched at monopoly rates,
and united as to tariff charges ; and whilat
the Governm::ﬁ seemin; tim, MW
the cause of competition; disregaed.
ing rights and the creg:t of the country
abroad, created a greater monopély than
previously existed, The Direct Cable
Corpany showed by their uf tus
that one shilling a word would yisld &
ten per cent dividend. Why do they now
charge severity-five centsa? It will be
remembered that many of us last session
prophesied this result, and moved to limit
the maximum rate to fifty cents & word,
which we haye reason to belisviy thie Goy-
ernment would have agreed to but for the
influence of theé Direct Cahle Company,
It is to-be hoped that it will not appear
that our Government of s0 much pro-
feseed purity have, through any influence,
brought about. the present gigantio mog-
opoly. 1 do not know what correspon-
dence the Government have on this
matter, but I hope they can show'that
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nove of them are personally interested:
in this Company. ith the consent of
the House, I will add the words,  Also all
correspondence with reference to the
extension of the Direct Cable Company’s
line over the Dominion.” v

Hen. Mr. MILLER~I may .state that
the Anglo- American Company have issued
.a pamphlet on the subject.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT~There is no objec
sion to the Address, and I beg to assure
my bon. friend from Yumnenburg that no
member of the Government kas any in
1erest, directly or indirectly, in the line.
They favoured the construction of the
line, with the view of cheapening tele-
graphic messages over the Atlantic. The
moment the cdble of the Direct Cable
Company was able to remit messages the
rates of ocean telegraphy were brought
down, and the very day the Cowpany’s
:nglegwas broken, in December last, the
gates shot up at once. Twice since then
the cable has been broken near New-
foundland, and I saw a proclamatior,
.offering a considerable reward for the dis-
covery of the perpetrator of the break,
Jor it was broken twice near the same

int, in nearly eighty fathoms of water.
ﬁidence ‘was found in both Instances
that the cable was broken by an anchor
dragged across it. 1 think if the hon.
dentleman will consult the commercial

ers for the last few monthy, he will
nd that on both occasions when the
wable wes broken, the Anglo-American

Lompanpy raised their rates. The Direct

Cable ,Comgan lost £100,000 sterling in
repairing the breaks, and, from what I
have read, they suspect foul play. I do
not think that there is any amalgamation
between the two companies; the terms
of their charter prevent it. )

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—Do I under-
stand my hon. friend to say that there
has been noarrangement of rates between
the two companies ?

Hon. Mr. MILLER—The hon. gentle-
man who has just-spoken has stated that
an amalgamation has taken place between
the old company and the new one. I
presume he has not made that statement
without .some authority. If anything of
the kind has been done, I do not know
what to say about it; if there has been
any such amalgamation, and I can find
any language to use against the new
company stronger than I express~d’
mﬁn&,{._the old one, I will employ it.
This Hauge did not know -the campany
when they were passing the Bill last ses+
son.. We kad g Rill beforeus, iyvqlv,m%‘

[SENATE.]

Cabl"eﬁs

a very important public' benefit, and a
very large msjority of us supported it on
that ground. It is very well known tbat
m this House the Government have not a
political majority at their back, and the
Government was supported in this meas-
ure by a large number of hon. gentlemen
who differ from them on genersl ques-
tions. I was disappointed, I must confess,
to hear that some arrangement was made
between the two companies ss to their
tariff, and if it has beeu done, it leads to
amalgamation, and to all intents and
purposes, the Direct Cable Company, in
view of their professions a year ago, have
been guilty of a fraud on the countrv.
Hon. gentiemen who supported the
measure believed that the policy involved
in it was a sound onme. and beneficial to
the people, in cheapening telegraphic
communication between the two conti-
nents—a step in ithe civilization of the
day. It does not follow from that we are
responsible for what has taken place, or
for any breach of faith with the country
by the Direct Cable Company, if any has -
been committed or was contemplated. I
know that some gentlemen say we did
wrong in not fixing & maximum rate for
messages. The reasons why I did not
agree to it were these:-—]In the first
place, we were assured by these gentle-
men that competition would eveuntuatly
bring down the rates for messages to 25
cents per word, and if we fixed the maxi-
mum rate st 50 cents per word, it would
be an inducement for the company to
keep it at that, Another reason was, we
were told we were interfering with the
vested rights of the ‘Anglo-American
Company, and an agreement was entered
into, that if sny vested or legal right
was invaded by the Goy‘ernment, the
company would have the right to petition
against it for compensation at tbat rate,
Independently of that, I think the true
principle is competition, and it did for a
time 1educe the rate to 25 cents, but to
suppose that anything more than a mis.
carriage has taken place with regard to
the operation of the Bill, is as far as T am
prepared to go. )

on. Mr. DICKEY~I was not in my
place when theldiscussion ¢rose, and I
should not have arieen at all, as I thought
it well to leave the question in the bands
of the gentleman from Nova Scotis, had
it not been for an observation of my hon.
friend who has just sat down. I am not
surprised at the indignation ke has shown
b’ the imputation that, there has been an
ramalgamation of the two companies, ag, [
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believe my hon. friend [Mr. Miller] was
erfectly sincere in his advocacy of that

ill. 1 will do him that justice; and I
think he will say that I opposed it from
equally conscientious motives. Nor will
I say one word to show to this House that
what [ then predicted has since taken
place. He has sppealed to the hon.
mover of this resolution to state on what
ground he believes there is a substantial
amalgamation of the two companies.
Having been in London for the last four
or five months, I saw it stated in the
columns of the Times and the Daily News
that there was a working arrangement of
tariff between these two companies, and
that statement was uncontradicted by
eitter. This substantiates what I heard
my hon. friend from Lunenburg state.
This legislation was presented to us as a
measure for the purpose of insuring to
the country cheap ocean telegraphy, and
it was on this account those who would
otherwise have opposed it were content
to accept the bill. If there has been any
understanding "between the two comna
panies since then, and instead of a 50
cent tariff they are having 75 cents, and
at one time as high as a dollar, the Gov-
ernment has been defrauded. This is
one of the possibilities that were sug-
gested might occur. What was the fact ?
It is quite true, as my hon. friend the
Yecretary of State has stated, that the
moment the Direct Cable was cut, that
moment the rates sprung up; and why
was that? We must do justice to all
peaple. The reason why the rates were
put up is perfectly natural and plain.
The Anglo American Company had re-
duced their tariff to 50 cents.

Hon. Mr, WILMO t'—And wby ?

Hon. Mr. DICKEY —Because they had
gone on reducing it from year to year, from
twenty shillings until they brought it down
to four a word. 'They then reduced it to
two shillings. My hon. friend (Mr. Wil
mot) says they did it for fear of competi-
tion; but I think when this question of
oonfining the limit to two shillings was
wader discussion, the opposition came,
not frem the Anglo-Company, who were
willing to accede to it, but from the
other Company, and no wonder my
hon. friend's suspicion was aroused whean
he saw the Direct Company, with a tariff
of 25 cents in their prospectus, refusing to
accopt a 50 cent tariff as ‘their limit.
‘The-Anglo-American Company very nat~
urally said, if we have got to fight thiy
- thing out, we aré forced into it, and we
moust fight it out to the bitter end. The
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moment the Direct Csble Company re
duced their rats to 25 cents per word,
they reduced also; and the montent the’
Direct Cable was broken, they put their
rate up to 50 cents. The point of the
tbing is this: it is perfectly understood:
in London, that some three months ago
these parties were working under an:
arrangemen$ for & uniform tariff, which’
‘'was to give us, instead of a 50 cent,a 75
cent rate. I do not wish to go mto the
matter with a view to create any discus.
sion, but simply to rhake au explanation
with regard to that point. As to the
other point, my hon. friend has {xressod
80 much, I can only say that the legisla-
tion itself, we must all admit, has mot
been a success. I am not, therefore,
surprised that this resolution has been
seconded by an hon. member [Mr.
McFarlane] who voted for that bill,  The
legislation has not been a success, and I am
sorry to say more, I am afraid it bas done
no good to the credit of this country abroad.
[ am obliged from my qwn experience
to know and state that it has done injury
to similar undertakings in this country,
and T fear it will be very difficult to float
any undertaking that comes from a pri-
vate source on the London market. I
am not here to raise the ghost of & past
discussion, but simply to state melancholy
facts; at the same time, I trust that the’
correspondence that has been moved for
will show that the Government, at least,
has endeavourad to take care of the in-
terests of the country, and that il is not
their fault if the legislation has failed, and
produced a combination of the two com-
panies, <,
Hon, Mr. WARK~It was fuily explainéd
to us on the Committee, that when one of
the Anglo American Company’s own lines
broke, they were forced to raise their
tariff, not with the view to increase their’
income, but with the view to shut out
a class of correspondeuce not of pre-
eniinent importance, and give accommo-
dation for business messages. This is the
reazon given to me—a very satisfactory,
reason — why, on one occasion, when the
was3 no competition, it was ia the.interest
of the business men of both continents
that the tariff should be raised to relieve
the cables of important correspondence. -
Hon. Mr. WILMOT—I think that the
reason given by my hon. friend fronf
Cape Breton is conclusive to my mind,
and it causes me to change my opinion
from that which I expressed in the Com®

tittee, that there was a prospect of cong
, Ssquential damages being charged a&
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sages. But, entirely regardless of one
od[pany or the other, I am of the same
opinion now that I was when that legisla-
Iation first came before us, that as a
matter of public policy we should not
allow auy monopoly to pass through this
Dominion without giving other companies
equal rights with them. This is the prin
ciple that governed me. My hon. friend
from Lunenburg argues that things ought
to have been allowed to remain as they
were. I am happy to think that I felt
decided they were not to remain as they
were, but that we ehould have free trade
instead of a monopoly in telegraphy across
the Atlantio. The country has had this
benefit from it, that the tariff has been
reduced. Itis now less than it was before
this legislation, and that is a substantial
benefit from it. I am quite prepared to
advocate any legislation that comes up in
wsy, in the interests of the Dominion,
regardless of any company or companies.
Hon. Mr. BOURINOT—The hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Dickey) eays he has seen in the
English press, a few months sgo, a propo-
sition for the amalgamation of thetwo
ocompanies. I amaconstant reader of the
London Témes, but I know that when the
loeses were sustained in the first place by
the break of the direct cable, the stock of
the company became weakened in the
country, and some of the shareholders
folt like sacrificing their shares. It came
to the knowledge of some of the persons
interested in the Avglo American Com-
y, and they issued circulars offering to
uy up the shares, in order to possess the
power to induce the Direct Company to
amalgamate. The moment it came to
the xnowledge of the Direct Company,
they at once issted a circular to the effect
thet they bad no knowledge of the
scheme, and were not a party to it. With
regard to the tariff, aleo, that is & ques-
tion of profit. . A test has been mads as
to how much ocean telegraphic rates can
be reduced, and they find that if tuey
telegraph for less than two shillings a
word, it is very doubtful if the company
can pay any dividend, because it must be
remembered that the press and the Gov-
ernment get their despatches at a lower
rate thin privata individuals. The test
was made, and I think the breaking down
‘'of the monopoly will produce a very good
effect ; that we can get our telegraphing

doge at & cheaper rate thun heretofore,

Lat we cannot go below a certain figure,
Hon. Mr. LEVELLIER Dx ST. JUST—
My hon. friend from Lunenburg has macde
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a statement which we cannot allow to go
ab uncontradicted—that this affair
has been injurious to out credit. I may
state that instead of our credit being in-
jured by that legislation, it has been re-
ceived by all as legislation in the right
direction, and that we have been ap-
plauded for baving put an end to a mo-
nopo'y of that kind. I do not eay that
human nature would not lead these com-
panies to try and form a combination ;
tbis is naturally the tendemcy of people
who uré seeking to make money; but
there is nothing which leads us to believe
that such a combination is acceptable to
the ghareholders of the Direct Company.
When the direct cable was broken we
8aW o raise in the tariff of the Anglo-
American Company for telegrams, and
when it was repaired we saw the rates
lowered 30 per cent., which shows there
ean be no combination or understanding
between the two companies, for if there
was, when the cable was repaired prices
would have remained the same. As to
the motion which is before the House,
there is no difficulty; we are ready to
grant it.

Hon. Mr, MILLER —I would like to ask
if the Finance Minister found our credit
impaired in any way when at home last
sammer by our legislation?

Hon Mr. LETELLIER D& ST. JUST—
in no way whatever, and he bas received
from high quarters a statement that our
legisiation has been a boob, not only to
our own country, but to England.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I have read the
same intimation in the papers myself. It
is perfectiy well understood that circulars
were sent 'to the shareholders. I do not
sey there was a proposal for amalgamation
at all, but I saw it published in the Lon-
don 2imes and Daily News that there was
a working arrangement for a uniform tarifi
between thé two companies. My hon.
friend opposite, in the most iunocent
manner, seems to suppose that is ut-
terly impossible because the tariff is lower
when the direct cable is in repair. He
must know very littie of these two com-
panies to say it is the most natural thing
in the world. Here is a company that
cams forward with a shilling tsriff. " Why
are they now working a three-shiiling
tariff? It is because there i3 a working
arrangement between them and “the
Anglo American Company, The latter
have a parfect right to make money by
high rates ; but as far as the Direct Cable
Company is concerned, it is in direct vio-
lation of the representations made by
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them to this country when they obtained
legislation in the name of taking away s
monopoly. We have created a worse
monopoly, because we have two instead
of one. I do not know that an arrange
ment exists now. I have no authority for
stating it; but I say what is published in
the press, that it did subsist some months
‘ago. So far from the Anglo-American
compavy resenting interference with their
rights, I understand at this moment the
Goverpment of Canada have their work
done over the land and cable wires at
half price.

Hon. Mr. PENNY-—1 think it is.very
unfair to represent that the legislation of
last session was for the sake.of the Direct
Cable Company. Nothirg of the kind
took place. There was nothing about
that company in the Bill, and the meas-
ure was passed because we believed it
was in the interest of two continents, and
of this Dominion especially, that this mo-
nopoly should Be broken up. Tasre is
nothing about the Direct Company in the
Act, and I do not believe that any g2ntle.
man voted for the measure that supported
it for the sake of encouraging any special
company, but to put all who might come
into the field upon an equal footing Que
hon. geutleman has told us that we now
have two wonopolies inst2ad of one, I
should like to know what diffsrence the
Act has male in the position of the two
companies, The diract cable was in ex-
islence before the passing of the Act, and
it is in exactly the same shape now, I
am not aware that the diroct cable crosses
Newfoundland at all,

An hon. gentleman— It does not.

Hon. Mr. PENNY~.Then it may be
eaid wth perfect accuracy that we nave
done nothing at all to favour the Direct
Cable Company. It is perfectly’ proper
that any amalgamation, or any arrange-
ment between the two comparies as to
cable rates, should be criticised and ob-
jected to; but ‘we have nothing to do
with that. If the Direct Company break
on engagement, they break it with the
public, not with us, for they have no en-
gagement with ue. A3 to the statement
that there are now two monopolies, the
hon. gentleman may rely upon it, if any
disposition is shown to combine to the
disadvadtage of the public, the evil will
shortly curs itself. Just as certsiniy as
the companies are making a good thing
-out of their matopoly, just so certainly will
some other company enter the fiold and
_compete with them, so that we shall
eventually have fair play, which we counld
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not %mve had but for the legislation of last
session. S
Hon. Mr. KAULBACK—~My hou. friend
from Montreal thinks the legislation -of
last session will preveat a manopoly; but
I contend that the amalgamation of these
two companies will create a bigger mo-
nopoly, that will be so strong that it will
deter other companiss from going in to
compete with them. ! contend. it will:
have that effeot if they agree together foy.
a working tariff over their lines. As {0
the Anglo-American Company having'
raised their tariff when the other company
met with the accident, it 18 clearlv shown'
by my hon. friend from Fredericton' the
necessity thet the tariff of the Anglo-
American Company should then be raised
in the public interest inorder to shut out,
unimportant correspondence when there
was a pressure of business on thair line. ‘I
had somoe ground oun which to base the
statement that there was an agreement
as regards uniform rates of tariff, I have
it from the publio press, and I believeitis
stated in the' last annual repart of the
Anglo American Company. My hon,
friend from Arichatsays when [ moved to
limit to fifty cents a word the maxjmum
rate, that the tendency would be for the
companies to keep their tariff at that
figure a8 the estimate allowed by legislas
tion. 1 fal to see how it could have
that effact, but the hon. gentlemarf says
there was another reason bshind it; that
it would give to the Anglo compauny &
very strong claim on this Gover~ment for
consequential damages in ths event of
their petitioning againet the Government
for having legislated away their vedted
rights. T do notsee how hecould say this
would have made a claim for consequential
damages, when he contended, and  yet
contends, that they were trespassers and
intruders upon us, 1f thay had no vested
rights what possible means hal they 16’
com3 befors this Parliament or befire
any legislature or court to ask for cousas
quential damages in a matter in which he
says they had no rights at all. I believe
to the contrary, that thay had. vested
rights, and alwayr contended s0. - - .
Hon. Mr. PENNY—I agree with my
hoo, friend that a working arrangement
between the two companies as to rates is
very mich the same as an amalgamaion;
but waat I contend is, we never bargained
with the Direoct Company that it should
do this, that, or the ather. Wa simp'y
bargained thatthe shores of the Domii§
ion should be open {e all companies who
wished to land cables there, - While it is



.50 P. E. Island
‘urged on the one hand that we who voted
for that bill were acting in favour of the
Direot Cable Company—which is evidently
& misunderstanding— I must say, on the
other hand, that those on .the other side
who voted ageivet it seemed to be acting
for one company alone,

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD—From the fir:t
inception of the bill two years ago, I con-
sidered it an invasion of private riglts,
and I opposed it—not as & friend of the
Anglo-American Company. It is apparent
now that the hon. members who sup-
ported it have found its operation to be an
entire failure ; and the predictions [ :nade
when it was before the House are borne
out by the facts which have occurred. |
considered then, and I do now, that the
terms and provieions of that bill are an
invasion of private rights, and I for one
did not feel called upon to give 1t my
support.

on. Mr, PENNY ~1 did not intend to
make any reflections on the motives of
the gentlemen who voted as they did,
Jbut merely to express my gpinion that
their action tended to the advantage of
that one company, which was the only
one in existence. I am sorry that m
hon. friend should have thought that 1
intended to impute any motives to him.

The motion was carried.

ADJOUBRNMENT.

»

Hon Mr, WII'SON moved that when
this House adjourns to-day, it do stamd
adjourned until Thureday, Ind day of
March next, at 8 p.m. Carried.

The House adjourned at 5.30 p.m.

TaURSDAY, March 2,

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 8
Peum.

Prayers were read.

After routine,

NEW BILLS,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Da ST. JUST
moved, seconded by Mr. SCOTT, that the
time limited for receiving ’Fetitions for
private bills be extended to Thurgday, the
16th inst, Carried.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT introduced & Bill en.
titled an Aot to define and settle the daties,
rights and liabilities of common carriers
by land and water in certain cases.

. Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST
introduced a bill entitled an Aot to remove
doubts in the Aots therein mentioned,
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réipocting the corporation of the Quebeo
Harbour Commission.
The House adjourned at 3:20,

. Fripay, March 3.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at 3
. m.
Prayers were read. .
After routine.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND moved that an
humble address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, praying
that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House a copy of the report
made during the past summer by Mr. T,
Shanly, upon the Prince Edward Island
Railway. He said:~1dopot intend to
make any remarks in moving this address,
except that I am very anxious that the
report should see day light. There was &
report made on the Prince Edward Island
Railway by the Local Government Engi-
neer, Mr. Boyd, which was deemed un-
satisfactory by the Dominion Govern.

Y | ment, and they afterwards appointed

Mr. Swinyard to go over the
road and make :an examination of
ity and test whether it had been con
structed according to contraet or not.’

| According to the report of the latter

gentleman, the road was very unsatisfac-
torily built; in fact, from the report
published and laid before Parliament last
gessiop, it appeared that the engineer of
the Local Government, Mr. Boyd, had been’
a mere tool in the ha.mis of the contractors,
Messrs. Schoieber & Beriland, and that it
woulJd require over $100.000 to put the road
in the condition required by the articlesen-
tered into with the Dominion Government.
Pa: ment was refused on the last certificate
sent in by the engineer in consequence of
Mr. Swinyard's report. There was an
issue; on the one hand Mr. . Boyd
declared that the road was according to
contract, and the report of Mr. Swinyard
was to the contrary. When I wasup here
last spring an arrangement was made
betieen the Mimster of Public Works
and myself, that Mr. Shanly should be
appointed to examine the road, as he was
an able and celebrated engineer, who bad
also practical experience of the construc-
tion and working of narrow gusge
railways, of which ours was one, costing
815,000 per mile, while Mr. Swinyard had.
been accustomed only to ordinary guage
railways, costing $40,000 per mile. [am
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anxious, in the interests of the people of | by private commop,m thatitis:s

Prince Edward Island,
acter of Mr. Boyd, who always stood hliﬂl
in their opinion until this report of Mr.

and for the char. | fatal policy on the

e Govert-
n}:lent. W?Pﬁnd in Ezl 0 “o!:jﬁniam tl‘llillyw
the item, “Prince Edward Islaod aiwpyi

Swinyard was Iaid before Parliament, that | $200,000 ;" last year « for the Infe

the Governmeut should furhish the report ; Railway, $1 588,

made by Mr, Shaaly.

way. Mr, Swinyard was sent to examine
the work, and later Mr. Shanly was sent.
I am not quite sure that we have his
reportin our bands, but if it 18 the hon.
gentleman will have all the information
we possess. | wish, in giving the report,
we could make the mad straighter than
it is, for the engineer seems to have laid
it ont in a very crooked manner.

Hon. My. HAVILAND—That was not
the fault of the engineer, but the fault of
the various Governments who required
the road to tap certain points.

Hen. Mr. PENNY~—He was bound to

" see that the road should go over certain
points.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER~—1 hope the
hon. gentlemen whys0 ably represent the
‘interests of Prince Edward Island in this
House will not attribute the remarks
which I am about to make on this subject
to any feelings of hostility towards that
Province. I beg to assure them, in com-
mon with all other members of this House,
1 have a warm interest in the welfare of
the smaller Provinoes, but I consider it
my duty never to lose an opportunity to
advert t3 that ruinous and unfortunate
feature in the policy of the Government
in constructing and operating railways as
Government works. [ have upon former
oceasions dwelt upon that subject, and it
is dur duty to do so upon every occasion,
because we find that the Government are
not only operating those roads which have
already become the paoperty of the Do-
minion, ‘but they are further pro:
ceeding fo construct other railways
and operate them as Government
works.  With regard to the Prince Ed-
ward' Island Railway, we all know
very well the contract we eatered into
was to construct that road as the property
of the Dominion, and we are bound to
complete it. The $200,000 which the
‘Goverament have placed in the estimates
this year, we irust, is only to be considered
ss partof the construction. The operating
of railways by Goverpment, -eontrasted
Yith the experience of aperating mlmq"

" and in the eptimates

iof this year, *Intercolonial Rallway,
Hon. Mr LETELLIER DE SY. JUST - 5 $he

.There is no objection to submitting the |
report, but I don't beheve it will give any !
light as to the construction of the road, |
the contract was given iu sich a peculiar

$1,600.000.”  We all know that from that
amount there has to be  deductéd - tifs
revenue arising from the working of the
road, which we find in the Publio
Accounts, Whateverdifficulty thers may
be in getting a private company to under-
take the working of the Interoolonial
Railway, there can t,obe nr::: thi:
getting & company operate .the
Prince Edwn‘dpalslsnd -road, Wwhieh
runs through a fertile and well settled
couniry, It might be transferred to
the Lozal Government of the Island, or to
8 private compauy, who could manage it
so as to produce a certain revenue.
Whatever chances there may be of a
private company operating the road at a
profit, there i3 no chance of it being run

iat & profit by the Government. I must

here protest against the Uovernment
entering upon the oconstruciion of. por.
tions of the Cauadian Pacific Railway 8s.
Government railways, where no effort has
been put forward by them to have these
railways constructed on the safer princill:::
of private companies. Who will say th
with subsidies of land and money aud thé"
additional guarantee of 4 per cent. upon
a given amount per mile, we eahnot induce
private chartered companies to underfuke
every railway that ought to be constructs
ed without sutjecting the country to:
annual large deficits arising from inefli.
cient mansgement. ’
Hon. Mr. WARK—The hon. gentleman
who has just sat down bas the faculty of
looking at effects far away from home,
but he forgets there is an enormbdus ex-
penditure of public money going on ‘in
Ontario for oanals, which were opera
as public works by the Government before
Coniederation and since we came heére.
If he looks into the estimates, he will"
find a large amount for the enlargwment
of the canals of Ontario. We don't okm
to it, as we believe that it is in theé
interest that these canals rhould be im.
proved, in ovder to attract the trade of
the Great West into its proper channel—
to the ocean by the St Lawrence. I hope.
the hon. gentleman will get into the habit
of looking a little nearer home at these
public expenditures. I thought we were.
going to have the battle of the giuges
over again, but I am happy to see we



are not. My hon. friend, who dppears
to be troubled with Intercolonial Reil-
way on., the -brain, bhss adverted
to, the: expenditure in the estimates
for the finencial year for that work. My
hon, friend should be aware that that
railway is not yet finished, and it will not
be finished until about the end ef the
present financial year.-

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I have passel
over the Prince Edward Island Railway,
and I am free to say thatin the align-
ment of that road a great desire appears
10, have been manifested by the engineer
to avoid all obstructions in the rcute,and
in that way the road bas been a little
curved, but, at the same time, [ passed
over it in safety, the trains appearing to
run ab a rapid rate, and there was no
difficulty in working the road. Whether
it should be retained by the Government
ormot is a question of policy which we
must first get from the Government
themselves. :

. Hon. Mr. HAYTHCRNE -1 must say
that the principle which the hon. gentle-
man on the Speaker's left has advocated
28 opposed to the working of railways by
Government does not accord with my
views.. It seems to me~if the hon
gentleman is correct~that on this conti-
nent Governments are less able adminis~
{rators than they are in Kurope, as the
‘contrary is the case there. I am aware
that the Belgian Government and the
French Government are largely interested
ix the 1ailways built by companies, and
which after & term of years will become
valuable national property ; and I do not
.say such property will not become us
‘valuable in this country. I think the
amounts placed in the estimates for the

Georgion Bay

. coming year are required to increase the.

rolling stock, improve the buildinge, re
new ferces, etc. That these are necessary
the report will show, - )
. Hop., Mr. ALEXANDER-—The hon.
gentleman will find in the estimater
. two .items for the Prince Edward Island
Rajlway, viz., $200,000 for the construs-
tion or' completion of the line, and, fur-
-ther, $200,000 for meintenance and repairs
of the same. While we find by the public
accounts that in regard to the Intercol-
ouial. Railway during the year 1875-76
there was an excess of expenditure over
Tevenue of $623,421. Such was the deficit
during thst period in working the Govern
Jaent railways then in operation.

‘Lhe motion was carried, and the House

adjourned at 3.40,
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The PRESIDENT took the chair at
8 p.m. : : :
Prayers were read.

After routite,
TEE ADULTERATION ACT.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER~I wish to en-
quire of the Ministry wha{ steps the Gov-
ernmeunt bhave taken in regard to the,
appointment of Apalysts of Food and
Drivk, under the Adulteration Act of
1874, and for carrying ali the provisions
of that statute into practical operation.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT - The Government
have 2dopted a scale of fees under which
analysts will be paid, and we baye made
two appointments—one in Halifax and
one in Montreal. It is proposed to put
the Act in force in the leading cities only
for the present.

THE GEORGIAN BAY BRANOH RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr. READ moved that an humble
address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor General, praying that His
Excellency will cause to be laid before
the House copies of all correspondence
between the Dominion and Obtario Gov-

 ernments, regarding the granting of land

or any other aid by the Ontatrio Govern-
ment to the Georgian Bay Branch Rail~
way. . We are aware that a contract was

‘given out last year for the construction of

the Georgian Bay Branch Railway. We
are also awsre that in the terms of the
cantract 20,000 acres of land per mile was
to be given, to the contractor, but we are
not aware, nor is the country aware, when
or where the land is to be given. It is
time the country should know, now that
the contract has been awarded over a
yesr, where this land is to come from. I
have taken some little pains to ascertain
where it is, as the road is one in which
tintario is interested, and I supposed the
Government of this Province would at
least give some grant towards it, T fail
to find that such. has veen the case, and I
cannot conceive why this railway has been
left out in the cold while most all other
railways in Ontario have been rranted sid.
We know that the Ontario Government
have appropriated, at different times,
large amounts of money in aid of railway
enterprises. In 1871 they appropriated
one millior and & half of dollars; in 1872
$400,000 and $100,000 a year for twenty
years as a railway subsidy fund. Last
seasion they were very liberal again, but
we cannot find that anything has reached
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tne (feorgian Bay Branch, This road ap-
pears to me to be a waif left out in the
cold. I find that there was hardly a road
with any claim that was not met last ses-
sion, except the Georgian Bay Branch.

The Lake Simcoe Junction, 263

miles, got $2,000 per mile...... $53,000
The Belleville and North Has-

tings, 22 miles, got $3,000 per

mMileseees . sersannnareriines vrreeens 66,000
The Cobourg, Peterboro, and
Marmora, 13 miles, got $2,000
per mile.ceeeerrnenieiireiarienan 26,000
The Credit Valley branch road
to Ingersoll, 523 miles, and
Div. 2, Alton to Elora, 27}
miles, got $2,000 per mile...... 160,000
Port Dover to Lake Huron, 25
miles, got $2,000 per mile...... 50,000
1st Class....eerriieriirivnnnns $353,000

These werc all roads of the 1st Class.
Then I find that the following roads of
the 2nd Class also received subsidies :—

The Victoria Railway, 33 miles,

received $1,000 per mile...... $33,000
The Montreal and Ottaws, 66
miles, received $1,000 per
mile...o.oeeeirriiinieinien 66,000
The Midlaund, running to Geor-
gian Bay, received for 14 miles
$1,750 per mile.vvveeervirireennne 24,500
20d ClasS.eeesrsennrerraennrees $123,500

But this is not all ; last year they gave to
railways of the third class subsidies as
follows: — Grand Junction Railway, 45
miles, $1,000 per mile— $45,000—although
the same road had previnusly been granted

2,000 per mile. The Kingston and Pem-
broke Railway, 16 miles, reccived $3,750
per mile — $60,000. Then there was
another class to which they offered to
give $3,000 per mile—-the Pacific Junc-
tion; but the Georgian Bay Branch was
neglected.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—That grant was given
to connect with onr road.

Hon. Mr. READ—The Provincial Trea
surer said this road was a neutral link
which would cost from $16,000 to $18,000
per mile, without equipment. The esti-
mated length was 80 miles, but it might
be more, and a grant of $8,000 per mile
would lée $640,000. So that we find
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the grants by the Ontario Governmient
amount to

First Class....... ceesnnsassencesses$355,000
Second ¥ ...ccoieininans . 123,000
Third % .cvevviverenencineceerese 3,000
Fourth “ ........ cevreens weeses 640,000

Or a total of...........$1,121,000

If we add to this the grant to the Grand
Junction and Kingston and Pembroke—
—$60,000~it will make $1,233,500. Taking
the grants of 1870-71, 1872, and 1876, we
find the Government pledged to grants
amounting to over $5,000,000; but we
cannot find that we have given a dollar
towards the Georgian Bay Branch from
Renfrew to Douglas and West, The only
reason to be assigned, we suppose, is, the
the people of Ontarioc know that the
scheme does not deserve it, or the Gov-
ernment would not have been disposed
to neglect it. The road is under contraet,
though it had no business ever to be given
out; and I hope something will turn up
that it will not be constructed. I have
vary good grounds for saying that it never
should be. Looking at the map, we find
roads running in the same direction within
a short distance —the Grand Trunk to
Sarnia and Goderich ; the Wellington,
Grey, and Bruce to Kincardine and South-
ampton; the Northern Railway to Colling-
wood ; and the Midland Railway, all com-
peting for this little traffic. If the House
would look at the stocks of these roads,
they would find that none of them were
in a prosperous condition; yet this Gov-
ernment seem to think they ought to do
all in their power to destroy these roads.
'I'o my mind this is a course of action that
should not be pursued. We know that
most of these roads in Ontario have been
liberally aided by the people of the locali-
ties through which they run, but nobody
has been willing to give anything towards
the Georgian Bay Branch. If this 20,000
acres of land per mile is of value, the con-
tractor may be able to raise money on it,
but nobody knows where it is. It will be
said that this road shortens the distance
to the west by the utilization of the water
stretches. I deny this in foto. We have
the best authority to state that there are
roads already constructed and running
that are a shorter rrute between the
upper lakes and Montrea! than the Geor-
gian Bay Branch. We know that when it
is constructed it will be over 420 miles

from Georgian Bay to Montreal over that
route.
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Miles:
From Montreal to Ottawa ................ 116
“  Ottawa to Renfrew......ccovevieee 65
“ Renfrew to Georgian Bay......... 240

42]
By the Midland route we find it is only
390 miles, as follows :—

Midland to Port Hope.......ocevvuaneennne 120
- Port Hope to Montreal.......cccoeeeeene

390

By the Midland via Omemee and Belle-

ville it is only 370 miles to Montreal, as

follows : —

Midland to Omemee...coeeeserevis eneinins ‘:T
Omemee to Belleville......... vevreresanees (D
Belleville to Montreal...........cocceeanes 210

370

!

From Collingwood to Montreal via
Toronto it is only 428 miles, so thas in
point of shortening distance there is
nothing to be gained by the construction
of the Georgian Bay Branch. It it is
constructed it will only be a wuste of
money, and will be of no use except to
give employment to those who will work
atit. We know that the contractor is to
get for a portion—140 miles—$12,000 per
mile, which amounts to $1,680,00U; then
he is to have $10,000 per mile for over.
100 miles more—we have the authority
of one of the strongest supporters of the .
GGovernment for stating it will be one
hundred miles, although the Promier says
it is only eighty miles—that will be a
million of dollars; then he has the in-
terest for 25 years on $7,400 per mile,
which will make $740,000 more; then
there is 20,000 acres of land per mile,
which is worth—the Hon. Secretary of
State told us last session—2) cents an
acre, but I hold a different opinion.
Quoting from twenty five different rail-
ways that received land subsidies in the
United States, they got on an average
$6.62} per acre for it, and I think land
in Canada should sell at $2.50 per acre
where there is a railway, which is $50,000

er mile, 50 that the cost for the first hun

red miles is over $67,000 per mile. If
the land is not worth the §2.50 per mile
wherever a rallway is run it is not worth
while building a road. I hope the Gov~
ernment in their wisdom, may see some
way by which this contract may be can~
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celled. I bave seen it in the public press
—and they generally get hold of things
correctly—that the contractor has asked
for different terms—I will not say better
terms—and a change of route, because on
examination it was found almost imprace
ticable to construct that portion of the
road running east from the wmouth of
Irench River,in consequence of the rough
and rocky character of the country. If
this change is demanded, I think it would
be a good opportunity for the (iovern-
ment to cancel the contract. If the
country is of the character described it
will be in the interest of the contractor
as well as the people that the project be
abandoned.

Hon, Mr,.SCOTT—~There is no objection
to the Address going, but in making that
announcement [ do not propose to enter
into a discussion on the policy of the On-.
tario Government in aiding railways, more
than to draw attention to the fact that
they did subsidize the Pacific Junction
Railway with a view of making conuec-
tion with our road as part of the Canada
Pacific. The roads my hon. friend from
Belleville is interested in are the Midland,
the Victoria, the Toronto and Nipissing,
all projected with a view to derive the
advantages to be derived from connection
with the Pacific Railway ; aud the Pacitic
Junction recad, which was to receive the
largest suhsidy of any railway in Ontario,
was to be used in common by the other
roade, the Midland, Credit Valley, and
several other lines. 'The correspondence
will come down, and it will be seen that
the Ontario (iovernment have given
nothing towards the (reorgian Bay Branch.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL~I am at a loss
to know why the Government are very
anxious to press on with this (ieorgian
Bay Branch Railway. Supposing it were
built to-morrow, where is the traffic of
business to come from to support it?
This is a question exceedingly opportune
What character of business doss the Gov-
ernment cxpect to give employment to the
road ; is it in grair, pork, or passenger
traffic? 1f it is, and such freight has to
come down here, why should it go up
French River any more than to Pene-
tanguishine, Collingwood, Owen Sound,
Sarnisa, or any of the other ports that now
connect with existing railways? Where
is the necessity of commencing at this
particular part of the Pacific Railway if it
is to be built at all? When I asked this
question the other day, the reply was the
late (iovernment was going to do the
same thing. I do not say it is correct
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that the late Government intended to do
anything of the kind. Ion. gentle
men have been contending the late
Government were entitely wrong in their
policy, but now when their own measures
are found fault with they have no answer
to give, no reason or argument to assign
other than the late Government intended
to do the same. There is nothing in the
entire policy of the late Government to
indicate that they would have takem
steps to put the piece of road between
Georgian Bay and Lake Nipissing under
contract the first thing. I do not know
whether the members from the Maritime
Provinces understand how unnecessary
this road is. Supposing this Government
has found it absolutely necessary to con-
struct the Pacific Railway proper north of
lake Huron and Superior, there is no
reason under the sun that they should
commence where they have, but there is
a commercial reason why, it that piece of
road should have to be constructed that
it should be the very last to be undertaken.
We have already communication with the
Georgian Bay by existing lines of railway,
and why come to French River ‘and con-
struct a railway beginning in the woods
and ending nowhere? Now they want
to go twenty miles up French River.
Why is this? 1If the Government
could only give some good reason,
but there is none, It is for some purpose
of their own mnot counected with
the interests of the Paocific Railway. I
believe it was taken up at once for the
purpose of conferring a favour up-
on the person who has the contract
for the construction ot the road, in
consideration of services which they be.
lieve they received from him. I have no
hesitation in stating that is my belief. |
The route of the Georgian Bay Branch is |
not through a country possessiug internal |
resources, or where people would settle.
I have been through a portion of it my |
gelf, and speak from some, although but‘}
a little knowledge ; it is a country of rock, '
of stunted pine and white birch; it isaj
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Pacific Railway, and yet they undertake
to construct this road that is absolutely
unnecessary. If the people wish to go to
the Northwes', they can.go by the exist-
ing routes to the Georgian Bay, or if they
want to come from the Georgian Bay to
Ottawa, they can come down here,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT~Hear, hear!

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL—It is all very
well for the hon. gentleman to say “hear,
hear,” but it is not for any good that the
road is going to do to the Ottawa Valley
that he says it, for where is the business
of the road to come from? Are you going
to have a population to raise grain for
export, and put business on the road,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Certainly.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—My hon. friend
says “ certainly ; ” what is certain to him
will be extremely doubtful to every other
member of this House. 1'0 my mind it
is folly to believe that there will ever
be any business on that road and
greater folly to commence it as the
tirst part of the Pacific Railway., What
we want to do is to get to the fertile val-
leys of the Red River and of the Saskat-
chewan, and we can get there better from
Fort William or Pembina without the
Georgian Bay Branch. The policy of the
Government should be to open the por-
tal into that fertile section of the North-
west, which is going to have the popula.
tion who will settle the country,and have
grain and other produce to export, I
believe it to be the duty of those members
who think as I do on this subject to do all
in our power to show to the country it is
not necessary, at present at any rate, to
spend money on this Branch Railway,
which, should it become essential, should
be ths last piece to be coustructed.

Hon. M. ALEXANDER=I feel very
great reluctance in trespass’m% again upon
the time of this House in enlarging upon
the subject of the construction of this
road. ‘The question has already been pro.
nounced upon by the Senate, which has

Place where to a certanty there never | declared the expenditure to be premature
will be a farming population. 'There is and unwise. We must admire the untiring
timber this side of Lake Nipissing, but it | zeal and energy of the introducer of this
will be gradually cut down and floated | motion, who, believing this railway to be
down the Ottawa river, so that neither | unnecessary, labours with all his power to
with reference to the lumber trade nor i prevent the public money being thrown
the future settlement of the country for away. We can hardly wonder at his
agricultural purposes, is there any neces- | calling for those returas, fod, although the
sity for commencing the Pacific Railway | contract was signed upwards of twelve
there. The Government tell us that the | months ago, I believe I am correct in
burthens of the people would be too | stating that at this very moment the Gov-
heavy for them to undertake to build the | ernment have not determined where the
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ands are to be appropriated, and we can
bardly be surprised at the contractor’s
entire failure to dispose of the bonds of
the road when he went to England for
that purpose. My purpose in addressing
the House is not to enlarge further upon
this ill considered and unnecessary enter.
prise, but to avail myself of the favourable
opportunity of showing in regird
to the railway policy of the
Government of the Dominion, as well
of the Government of Ontario, that both
Governments have been making very
grave mistakes. Both Governments have
inaugurated principles of railway policy
which cannot fail to bring disaster and
embarrassment in the future. I have
already, upon different occasions, shewn
conclusively, I think, to this 1Touse what
must be the certain results of the Domin-
ion Government constructing and operat-
ing railways as Government works, that
we shall have annually large deficiencies
to make up from the public exchequer, in
continuing to operate these roads. I am
confident that when properly understood
the railway policy of the present Dominion
Government will be universally con-
demned. Then again we find the Local
Government of Ontario erring ia a different
direction, and adopting a railway policy
which is surely unwise and calculated to
destroy all confidence amongst British
capitalists in Dominion railway invest-
ments. We all know how our past growth
and expansion have arisen from the large
expenditure of British capital upon
Canadian railways. We all appreciate
in the fullest degree the advantages and
blessings of railway facilities, and are
quite prepared to assert that no surplus
in the public treasury can be better ex-
gended than in opening up new territory,
y railway extension. But while we
warmly sustain this policy and principle,
we think that it is a great mistake to
foster by legislation and subsidies of
money the construction of railways,
which are not required. It is of the
utmost moment for the principle of safety
and for the ends of commerce, that our
railroads should be kept in thorough
repair, and this cannot be done without a
sufficient revenue. And can it lead to
anything but disaster, fostering the con-
struction of three roads where there is
scarcely sufficient tratlic to support one
good road? What the people ¢f the Do-
minion have a right to demand is that
freight should be carried at fair and
reasonable rates, but no enlightened man
would desire to see our leading railway,
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corporations reduced to bankruptey from
carrying at rates which will not sustain
the roads in proper repair. Competition
in ordinary trade may benefit, and does
benefit, every country, but such over—
strained competition in railways, effected
by Acts of Provinical Parliatnents,
grouping unequally certa’n portions of a
county, and launching our people into a
burdensome debt, by all the special
arguments of deeigning railway men, can-
not be too strongly condemned, as going
altogether too far. Thus, we shall find,
all railway property depreciated in value.
Entire confideuce will be destroyed
amongst the capitalists of Europe, and
there will be little hope of our being able
to organize chartered companies to effect
the great work of the development of our
Northwest Territory. Thus will the time
serving policy of the Ontario Govern-
ment militate against the further expan-
sion of the Dominion, and retard the
prospect of opening up a territory capable
of sustaining millions of population.
Hon. Mr. SKEAD—My hoa. friends
have been harping upon this one string so
long uow that I think it cannot fail to get
worn out pretty soon. My hon, friend from
Belleville has, in my opinion, given some
of the strongest reasons which could be
advanced in favour of building this road.
And the strongest of these reasons I
conceive to be the fact that ‘the Ontario
Government granted a bonus of $8,000
per mile to wbat is termed the Pacitic
Junction Extension of the Midland
Railway. It certaiuly does appear to me
to be in the interest of this whole Do-
minion that the trade of the Pacific Rail-
way should come eastward by a road
which will form the shortest route to the
sea board. I will not follow the hon. gen-
tloman’s references to the subsidies given
to the various railroads by the Govern-
ment of Ontario, but I wonder how it was
he made no mention of the Canada Cen-
tral, to which the Provincial Government
also gave a large subsidy. In the imme-
mediate necessities of the country, the
Government have thought it wise to uti-
lize the navigable waters. Itis doubtless
very undesirable that this arrangement
should be otherwise than temporary; but
when you come to look at the amount of
money required to construct an all-rail
route across the continent, it is important
that we should, while the country is young
and poor, utilize the navigable lakes and
rivers which are at our disposal. I am
free to admit the force of the objection
that the water is practically useless as a
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means of communication for one-half of
the year, but the fact that the arrangement
is but temporary, and is only resorted to
in the meantime, is at least some com-s
pensation. It is almost unnecessary to
answer all the objections offered by my
hon. friends, to the construction of this
road, because we shall have the whole
thing over again in another form within a
week or so, inall probability. 1f my hon.
friend from Torouto is so determined in
opposing everything that comes up from
the present Giovernment that does not
happen to benefit his own particular sec-
tion, I shall use my influence, to the best
of my humble capacity, in another
direction. I am strongly of the opinion
that if the hon. gentleman and his friends
had been still in power, we should have
found him advocsting this very branch.
It is the very route Sir Geeorge Cartier and
the late Administration intended to have
adopted. As to the character of the
country, it is well known, notwithstanding
what one hon. gentleman stated, thav
twenty miles from the mouth of French
river you come into fertile land, which is
considerably settled.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL —There had been
some seitlers there at the time I passed
through the district, but they had lett.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—There was one
sottler there that had been in myem
ploy, but he fell into the river and was
drowned, and his family did not remain.
On the South river mills have been
built, and there is quite a settlement
there. I believe this railroad will pass
quite near to this settlement. It is well
known the Pacific Kailway is to be built,
and this is the shortest route from the
lakes to the seaboard. I hope the Gov-
ernment will go on and persevere with !
the comstruction of the Georgian Bay
Branch, and that they will soon finish it. '
If there are any nutural obstacles in the |
way, the line can be diverted ; but it is
undoubtodly the most direct roalto the
great West. | ask the members of this
House to pause before they do anything
detrimental to this undertaking. If we
are to have the Pacific Railway, this line
will be on the natural and the shortest
route that can be selected to connect its
eastern terminus with the seaboird. Now
1 want to know by what otherdirect route
the seaboard is to be reached? [ am
afraid that we have to» many of Mr.
Potter's friends in this House. Shall
Mr. Potter dictate the railway policy
to be pursued in this country ? Alll have
to say, in conolusion, is that I believe the
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Government have selected the right route,
and they shall have my hearty support in
reference to this matter.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL -1 caunot regard the
Georgian Bay line as formingin any way a
part of the Pacific Railway. Had it been
80 it would have received my mast cordial
support. As far as the Ottawa Valley is
concerned I think it is the place where the
railway should come, and I hope yet tosee
direct communication established through
it with British Columbia. Now we hear
the argument used that the grant of the
Ontario Government to the Pacific Juno-
tion Railway is an indication of their ap-
proval of the Georgian Bay Branch, but I
maintain that it is not to be so regarded,
for that branch does not meet with the
approbation of the Oatario Legislature or
people generally. 1 consider that my
hon, friend in moving for this address has
asked for too little information. He
should also have enquired where the lands
granted in aid of the Georgian Bay Branch
were located. I question very much whe-
ther the papers when they are brought
down will give any additional information
to that we already have. It is plain that
Ontario has not given, and will not give
the land, and I will ask (does any hon.
member approve of the idea of taking the
best tracts of our good land in the west
and giving them to this branch road, when
every acre of that land will be required
when we come to construct the main Pa-
cificline. Had thesubsidy beenasked on
behalf of any part of the Pacific line, 1

'venture to say it would have been most

cordially supported in this House, and the
fact of it having been originated by the
present Gtovernment would not have inter-
fered between us and our support of the
measare. But we oppose it because we
consider it unwise aud inexpedient to ex-
pend money at present on a work that
cannot be made available. I trust that
when the answor tothe address is brought
down the Government will give us the
additional information in regard to the
location of the lands proposed to be
granted.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—It is always a
pleasure to hear my honourable friend
across the Ifouse speak on rsilway mat-
ters, because his impartiality is so great.
lIe blames everybody. ‘He blames the
Outario Government just now, though [
suppose they will have to answer for it in
another place. He blames this Govern-
ment and the Government that came
before it ; because we all know his par-
ticular objection to the railway policy of
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what he calls the Government is the
building and operating of railways by
Government instead of by private com-
panies, We also know that the late
late Government inaugurated that system.
As to those gentlemen who make obijec-
tion to the Georgian Bay Branch, I think
the one competent reason for building
this road is the fact that the 'Act of
Parliament requires it to be built, and !
this Act of Parliament was passed by the |
late Administration.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The Act of Par-
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liament did not make it imperative to
proceed with this piece of the road betore |
the other part of the road was com-’
‘menced. |
Hon. Mr. PENNY—It was perfectly:
understood it would be built immedi |
ately. ;
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—What! before ;
any other section? |
Hon. Mr. PENNY—Immediately, as.:
far as possible. Instead of bringing this .
matter up in this manner there was a way
in which it might be decided more
speedily. That is to introiuce an Act to
repeal the Act of Parliament under which
we are acting. It might pass this House,
because an address’ was passed praying
the Government not to go on with the
road. I suppose the same majority that
assed that might repeal the Act of 1874.
ow, as to the use of the read. We all
know that it is the only route that will
alone make the two lower Canadian routes,
the Northern Colonization and the North
Shore, available for the purposes for
which they were built. The hon gentle-
man will remember that the leader of
the Opposition in the other Iouse asked
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this House for the repeal of the Act
authorizing the construction of the Geor-
gian Bay Branch of the Pacific Railroad.
In this I think the hon. gentleman goes
far to show how indefensible the expendi-
ture is. No one so far has attempted to
defend the work as a commercial under~
taking that will yield any return to the
country. It is our duty to do all we can
to arouse the country to a sense of the
wasteful expenditure that has been made
in proceeding with this work. It is
merely a delusion to state that theroad is
a portion of the Pacitic Railroad. It is
nothing of the kind. ‘lhere can be no
s-ttlement along the proposed railway.
'he honourable gentleman pretends that
that country will be settled, and refers
to a former servant of his who was drown.
ed there.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD~That was fourteen
years ago, There is a large settlement
there now consisting of some hundreds.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—TIt is well
known the “rovince of Ontariois disposed
to be liberal. Ifany case could have been
made out in favour of this railway, the
Province of ()ntario would have aided.
But to come to the Dominion Parliament
to obtain' an expenditurs of Dominion
funds for this railway was, if not unconsti-
iut'onal, certainly very wasteful, The
hon. gentleman behind me is constantly
speaking of the position of western gen-
tlemen, alleging that they are always
opposed to expenditures in the Ottawa
Valley. The hon. gentleman must not
suppose we are ignorant of the history of
the country, So long as we had a United
Canada, I think he must admit that the
interests of the ()ttawa Valley were not

the Government lust week whether they | neglected. The whole country has always
would be disposed to aid in connecting ! devoted itself to fructifying the Ottawa
one of the roads with the Georgian Bay | Valley, anl throwing gold inte it broad.
Branch. The answer was that it would ! cast. We know that more than a quarter
be favourably considered. The matter!of a century ago the Government of that
also came up in the Quebec Local Parlia- | day was induced to attempt to construct
ment recently,. While those gantlemen : a canal known as the Chats Canal, which
living in the West think this is a matter | was through n country where the rock was
of small importance, we who live in tize 8o hard thuat the work had to be aban-
eastern part of the Province regard it as | doned, and the unfinished work is to be
& matter of some considerable impor- " seen to this day. 7That was one of the .
tance. i earliest and most unprofitable expendi-

Hon. Mr, MACPHERSON—~I confess I!tures in the Ottawa Valley. I dare ssy
am much surprised that my hon. friend | the majority of the present Parliament
from Montreal " should use' so weak an |think tne large expenditure entailed in
argument against us. [t is a proof that he {the construction of these Parliament
finds himself entirely without a forcible | Buildings was not judicious. [ think,
argument, and his case must there indeed , therefore, it comes with ill grace from
be weak. The hon. gentleman knows, in ! gentlemen representing the Ottawa Val-
view of the majority in the other House, | ley to accuse gentlemen from other parts
that it is useless to introduce an Act in | of the country in not being liberal in the

|
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expenditure of money in the Ottawa
Valley. I am glad the hon. gentleman
from Belleville persisted in bringing his
motion before the House. It is only by
bringing it continually before the country
that the country can be aroused to the
wastefulness of the expenditure tbat is
being wade in proceeding with the Geor
gian Bay Branch Railway. It is incredi-
ble to the people of the country that so
wasteful an expenditure should bhave been |
perpetrated bv Parliament. 'I'he hon !
gentleman from Montreal says repeal the ;
Act of Parliament. hereis no Act of
Parliament requiring the immediate con

struction of this road, It merely autho-
rizesit. Here we are with a diminished
revenue and other unfavourable prospects, |
and yet we persist in making this Jarge
expenditure. No one attempts to defend

it on the ground of necessity, 1 consider
that some of the arguments used by hon.
gentlemen opposite leave it to be inferred
that there were personal reasons for going
on with the ezpenditure when national
considerations would forbid it.

Hon. Mr., PEXNY—I had no idea of
ssying personal obligations, but public
iql;ligatsious, which every Government has
elt.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—My hon. friend has
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Pacific Road, and that it is not necessary
to undertake it for the present. The
policy of the present Government seems
to be retrenchiment, and unless these
works are necessary for the benefit of the
country they should not be proceeded
with at present until the main line is in .
course of construction. The only great
inducement to build the road at the
present moment is that, as is stated, there
are some one hundred inhabitants in that
country. Now, if there are one hundred
inhabitants in that wilderness, will that
Jjustify the Government under the present
circumstances in laying out $6,000,000
I can.iot see why they should do so. Ifit
were understood it were a portion of the
Pacific Road, I would consent to its being
proceeded with pro rata as the other
works progressed. [hat suchis the case
has not been shown on the floor of this
House, and I hope it will be shown more
clearly than it has been. If that is the -
case I say go on with the road when the
main line is advancing, but until then,
nasmuch as there a-e several outlets
from that point—There is the Midland,
the 'lToronto & Nipissing, the Northern
Railroad, the Toronto, Grey & Bruce, and
other facilities to the Georgian Bay.
Then why build this road ? For whose

ma {e some allusion to the expenditure on | benefit do you build this road at present ?

the Chats Canal.
undertaken, and when the appropriation
was expended the Government concluded,

in view of the difficulties which were met '

It is true this work was | ls it for the beuefit of the Ottawa Valley ?

Itit is I can only say the Ottawa Valley
has had a great deal of public money
laid out upon it already. The hon.

with on every hand, to suspend the work ! Secretary of State says hear, hear.”
for the time being. Then some of the There is no one who has eudeavoured to
improvements on the Ottawa have been : throw more monecy into the lap of the
of great benefit to the whole couuntry., Ottawa Valley than the hon. gentleman
There is the expenditure made for s'ides limselt. I do not say I shall go against
and other improvemenis which have paid , anything in any section of this country
double and trcble what the canals ever that I regard as beneficial, but I do
paid. They have been greatly seif sup- think we are not in a position to proceed
porting. The hon. gentleman has also =ith this work now. I believe the
referred to the subservience of members Government has been going too far in
from this section. ' granting large tracts of land which will

Hon. Mr. McPHEREON—* Influence’  have the effect of impoverishing the tim.-
was the word [ used. ; ber limits of this country. 1 do not

Hon. Mr. SKEAD~If he did not use the ! think the whole Dominion should be taxed
word 1 withdraw. [ have no hesitation in | for the purpose of enriching the Ot-
saying I believe this is a part of the|tawa Valley, that it should be stripped of

Pacific Railway, and I believe the Govern.
ment is right in its policy, and on this
ground I am going to support it.

‘Hon. Mr, SMITH—If this line were a
portion of the Pacific Road, I would like
to see it gone on with, but inasmuch as it
seems not to be a portion of that road, and
a3 gentlemen opposite do not say it is, |
am opposed toit. It wouid seem to me
that the line is not a portion of the

its timber fifty or a hundred years ahead
of iime. The immediate effect of this is to
throw a large amount of money into the
Treasury at present, but the result in the
future will be to impoverish the people of
this country. Wherever the land is fit for
settlement, I hold that it is unwise and
unjust to strip it of its timber, and that on
the contrary every effort should be made
to preserve and economise it for the
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ure of the people who, ip the near future,
will gettle in the country and require it.
The portion of Canada which has already
had its timber supply exhausted will
require the use of this also, and it would
be greatly to the advantage of new
settlers if they were able thus to dispose
of what after all is their ligitimate pro
perty. If it was necessary the road should
be built there is time enough when the
main road is being constructed. If there
were no other meane of getting to that
district then they might proceed with the
work, The hon. gentlemen have had two
years of bad times in this country, a con-
siderable portion of which was brought on
by the policy of the present Government
and its Finance Minister. Two vears ago
the hon. gentleman disarranged that
tariff. He tore it to pieces as it were, and
he was never able to out it together again.
He destroyed the direct importing trade
of this country, and by a scratch of his
pen he did away with the differential
duti¢ s without a moment’s warning, Now,
the Government comes forward and must
build a railroad they do not require—a
railway they will not require perhaps 20
years to come. There are four or five
other ways to get to the same point, and
in view of this fact the Ottawa Valley
should be satisfied with a reasonable
part of the revenue of the country being
expended in their midst, and allow the
main work to go on.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—The settlement of
100 persons I have reference to is a small
settlement on South River, commenced a
few years ago, and near where the ter-
minus willbe. Then there comes Ren-
frew, where there are some 6,000 or 7,000
of a population.

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER D= ST. JUST—
The Government have been suhjected to
a deal of adverse crisicism because
they have endeavoured partially to carry
out the policy left upon their hands by
the late Administration.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—Tbe late
Government had no Georgian Bay Branch
scheme.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER pe ST. JUST—
At least they had a Pacific Railway, the
burden of which we were forced to assume
when we came into power, in order to
keep faith wita the country. The scheme
of the late Government was to carry on
the work just as it is now proposed to be
carriedon. It isalleged that there is no
good reason why this Georgian Bay link of
railway should be built. But is it not
well known that afler this Govern-
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ment came into power its policy
was fully declared as to the comstruction
of the Pacific Railway, and that this
policy was to build between the great
lakes and rivers links of railway in such a
way that we could utilize all the water
courses upon the route? And was it not
well known that the scheme of the late
Nir George Cartier, which was submitted
to the people of this country for their
approval, was to connect the Pacitic
Railway with the railways of Quebec?
The hon. Leader of the Opposition alleges
that there is no good reason for the con-
struction of the Georgian Bay Section,
but does he forget that to the east of
Ottawa—in the Maritime Provinces,
Lower Cansada, and a portion of what we
call Central Canada—there is & popula-
tion of over iwo millions, who are de-
sirous of having communication with the
Pacific Railway? Is he not aware that
the Quebec Governme! have adopted
measures to place the North Shore Rail-
way, from Quebec to Montreal, and the
Northern Colonization Railroad, from
Montreal westward, in connection with
this actual link of the Pacific Road, at
some point near the Ottawa River? Iam
ready to admit that the construction of
this railway, from the Pacific to the
Atlantic, was a mad scheme of our pre<
decessors, but those who complain to-day
because we propose to go partly into the
construction of that road ought to be the
last whose voices should be raised in such
a cause. The LPacific Railway was im-
posed upon us; it isa burden which
became ours in consequence of the treaty
obligations entered into by our predeces-
sors—obligations which have left us no
alternative other tham, while honestly
endeavouring to meet thew to alleviate
as much as possible the heavy expendi-
tures to which the country has been com-
mitted. The scheme was not originated
by us, but we have been bound toit; and
when we are endeavouring to the best of
our ability, and according to the resources
of the country, to meet those obligations,
does it bocome the leader of the Upposi-
tion to do nothing but find fault with us ?
We are trying to make the best of a bad
bargain.

Hon. Mr. AJIKENS—The Georgian Bay
Branch formed no part of our scheme.

Hon. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST—No,
but the scheme was to connect the Pacific
Railway with the eastern roads.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The schenie of
the late Government was to terminate at
Lake Nipissing, and it was suggested that
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the Provinces should construct connect-
ing railways to that voint.

Hon. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST—Yes;
but it was meanwhile understond, and the
idea was well circnlated, that this road
was to be constructed by the Government
to connect with the eastern railways, and
it was one of the promises made by Sir
George Cartier when the Pacific Railway
scheme was adopted, and the very line
which we have selected was that which
was chosen by the Government of that
day. I thiok I may say, before sitting
down, that the more appropriate time for
the hon. mover to discuss this question
would have been when the papers were
placed in possession of this House.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said he bad not
intended to take any part in the debate;
but after the speech of the hon. Minister
of Agriculture, the style and tenor of
which had verg much surprised him
under the circumstances, he felt called
upon to squarely meet the hon. gentle-
man on the issue he had unnecessarily
raised, although 1t was not pertinent to
the present question. When the terms
of Union with British Columbia were be-
fore Parliament, he (Mr. Miller) had taken
an earnest and active part in advocating
the messure; and he had never since
regretted, nor had he seen cause to regret,
the course he then adopted, or to alter
the views he then expressed. Since that
occasion. five years had nearly elapsed,
and although the subject of the Pacific
Railway had frequently been before the
House during that time, he had never
troubled hon. gentlemen with a single
observation regarding it, with the excep-
tion of a few words last session, when the
Esquimalt Railway was under discussion.
He had felt all along that the men who
were responsible for the terms of Uzion
with British Columbia were at a great
dieadvantage for the moment in every
attempt to defend their action, in conse-
quence of the unfortunate revelations in
connection with Sir Hugh Allan aud
what was so well known as the Pacific
scandal. The dexterous use made of these
revelations had had the eftect of drawing
away the public mind from the rcal merits
or demerits of the Pacific Railway scheme
of the late Governinent, and the verdiet
of the country in 1874 had bteen repre-
sented as an unequivocal condemnation
of that scheme, notwithstanding it bad
been ratified by the people at thé general
election of 1872.. He had always felt that

it would be well to allow ths excitemerit:

coﬁ'@eqn"zent on the stirring events of 1873
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to eubside ; to allow the public mind to
calm down and assume a fairer and more
Jjudicial temper, before the real friends of
this Confaderation, and the supporters of
the terms of Union with British Colum-
bia, should appeal to public opinion in’
justification of their conduct. He bé-
lieved that that time had then arrived,
and that the present Government had
done much to precipitate it by their shift-
ing and unstatesmaulike course on the
subject. When the hon. Minister of Agri-
culture told the House that the Pa ific
Railway scheme which he (Mr. Miller)
had supported in 1872 was a mud scheme
and a bad scheme, he thought that lan-
guage very unbecowing in a member of
the Government, whoss policy, if they
could be said to have a poticy at all,
would be, were it not for the disastrous
congequences upon the best interests of
the country, little better than a subject of
ridicule and contempt. Looking back on
the scheme which the hon. gentleman
had so spoken of, he was prepared to say
to-day that it was perhaps the very wiseat
that could have been devised for the
attainment of the great and patriotic
end ‘that was in view. At any rate, the
country knew what it was asked to under-
take—what extent of liability it was re-
quired to assume under the scheme of
the late Government. The policy of hon.
gentlemen on the Treasury benches was’
one involved in darkness, uncértainty, and-
gloom, and, he feared, inevitably threat-
ened oppressive taxation, if not national
ruin. Moreover, while at one time willing
to assume the whole cost of the railway as
a public work, at another nobody could -
tell what they meant to do or leave un-
done, and even thej? Orders in Counéil
were framed to suit the pu?ms of a
Delphic oracle, and incomprehensible {6
their most trusted friends. In athér
people such conduct would be looked’
upon as evidence either of incapacity or’
dishonesty, or a combination of botb. But
he would take up the policy for building’
the Pacific Railway, which he (Mr. Miller) -
had supported, and which his hon. frie d -
had characterized as a 1nad scheme. The
time had come when such language would
have to be dropped, and when wild
assertions raust give place to reason and
stuhborn facts. Without stoppiung to en-
quire who wss to blame for its fatlyre—
whether its friends or its cnemies-he
believed the miscarriage of thit scheme”
was cne of the greatést calgmities’ that
ever befel the Dominion, " ‘That scheme’
was tné granting of a subsidy of $30,000,
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000, and fifty millions acres of land in:

alternate blocks along the hine of railway,
to & company to be chartered under the
Act of Parliament. But it was said the
project was not feasible, and in the next
breath it was declared it would over
burthen the country, and this was pro-
olaimed by men who professed to be able
10 carry through the whole work as a
 Government urdertaking,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST—
‘Why did the company not build it ?

Ef; . Mr. MILLER would tell the hon.
gentleman what led to the failure of the
scheme. It was the rivalry of two of the
most formidable companies ever organized
in this country, who were at each other’s
throats for the possession of the charter.
(Hear, hear.) Would any one say that the
gentlemen composiLg these nval com-
panies were not in earnest, and that they
did pot know what they were contending
for. The etaunchest capitaliets and many
of the ablest busivess men in the Domiw-
ion—merchants, tadkers, engineers, and
others — were members of these com-
penies, and certainly knew what they were
about. lhen, if they knew what they
were about, it surely will not be siid that
all these men had entered into a con-
spiracy to delude or rob the country.
1he chief cause of failure was their suici-
dal rivairy, adroitly fomented and used by
party ambition, and at lest over-weighted
by the unfortunate occuirences he had
already mentioned. If these companies
could bave been induced tc amalgamate,
that scheme could undoubtedly have
been carried out. He happened to come
across an important piece ¢f information
recently in an American journal in svp-
port of his view. The paper he intended
to read was an extract from the Boston
Daily advertiser of the 8th of February,
and was addressed to the bondholders by
the chairmen cf the committee to re-
organize tbe Northern Pacitic Railway
Company. It illustrates the pructicability
of the Canadian scheme, which had the
advantage of a large money subs.dy,
which the Northern Pacific had not, as
well as a large tract of valuable land.
The document was as follows :—

¢Deeming it a duty to present to you
a brief statement of the condition and
prospects of the company, I avail myself
of the opportunity afforded in the trans-
mission to you of your certificates of pre-
ferred stock, to enclose therewith such
statement. The financial disaster of
September, 1873, which crippled emter~
prises andéutroycd investments through-
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out the land, forced the Northern Pacific
Railroad Company to suspend the con-
struction of the road,and to make default
in the payment of the interest on its
bonds. About $30,000,000 worth of bonds
had been sold, the interest on which was
nearly $2,400,000 annually. The trustees
of the mcrtgage, with some of the bond-
holders, recognizing the total inability of
the company, under the circumstances,
to carry such a burden, instituted legal
proceedings to preserve and secure to the
bondholders the trust estate ; and in April, .
1875, obtained, with the assent of the
company, the appointment of a receiver.
The bondholders were convened on the
30th day of June following, when they
approved the proceedings taken, and”
appointed a committee of their own
number to acquire for them the railroad,
and all the property, rights, and franchises
of the company, under a carefu'ly con-
sidered plan for reorgapization. On the
29th of September, 1875, the comm’ttee
having become the purchasers at ji:icial
sale as contemplated, and the us:enting
bondholders having converted them:clves
into preferred stockholders, the latter
elected their own Board of Directors, and
the reorganization was perfected.

*“ Your road is constructed and in
operation from the western eund of Lake
Superior to the Missouri River at Bismark,
a uistance of 450 miles. This is called
the Minnesota and Dakota Division, At
the croesing of the Red River it connects,
by lines of steamers, with the prosperous
and rapidly increaging Canadian Province
of Manitoba. Its traftic, by connecting
steamers on the Missouri River and wag-
gon trains from Montana, a terrtory of
unbounded mineral wealth and fertile
valleys; its large transportation for the
Government troops, military stores, an=
nuity goods and supplies for the Indians,
and the United States mails, give promise
for the future of this division. The Pacific
division of your road is completed and in
operation trom the deep waters of the
Columbia River to Tacoma, the terminus
on Puget Sound, a distance of 105 miles,
At Tacoma the Pacitic Ocean coast steam-
ers, and the sieamers navigating the
Sound, make daily connections with our
trains running south to Columbia River,
and the city of Portland, Oregon.

“ Notwithstanding the continued finan-
cial depression of the country, the trafhc
on both divisions in 1875 was a satisfac-
tory increase over that of previous years,
The gross receipts of the 555 miles of
completed road for 1875 were $618,590,.
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Tho net income was $152,140. Every
mile of the road built has been accepted
bg the Government, and this entitles
the company to 10,000,000 acree of land
under the charter. This land the com-
peny is selling rapidly to the settlers, at
prices thus far averaging about -5 per
acre. The country through which the
completed road runs is becoming rapidly
settled ; agriculture is being developed;
the surplus products already form a large
proportion of the carrying business of
the road; the climate is noted for its
salubrity and uniformity, and the lands
are unsurpassed in adaptibility for raising
wheat and the other cereals.

“ It is intended that the work of con-
struction will be resumed the present
season ; aud when the financial condition
of the country improves, the road will be
pushed forward v completion. Mean-
while the existing valuable estate and
property of the company will be well
taken care of and economically adminis-
tered. The equipment of the road is
ample and of the very best character, so
that no expenditure in that direction will
soon be required.

% Nine-tenths of the bonds issued have
been surrendered under the plan of re-
organization, and are being converted into
preferred stock. The small amount out-
standing i3 coming in as fust as can rea-
sonably be expected. - By May next it is
believed that your Board of Directors wiil
be able to show the extraordinary fact of
555 miles of a thoroughly well construc-
ted and equipped railroad, free from a
bonded or floating debt; a fact believed
to be unparalleled in this country,

- “The certificates of your preferred
stock are now being issued in exchange
for the 7 3-10 bonds, at the rate of §1,400
for every $1,000 of the principal of the
bonds, which includes interest therson to
July 1, 1878. This preferred stock is
received at par for the company’s lands
east of tho Missouri River. The preferred
stock will be entitled to dividends at the
rate of eight per cent. per annum, before
the common stock is permitted to pars
ticipate in dividends to any extent.”

® (Mr. Miller) would not enter into
the causes that led to the windiog up of
the Northern Pacific Railway, as they had
nothing to do with his argument, What
he would call attention to was, that al-
though the Company had to stop in con-
sequence of being unable to meet the
lnbeg'ost on bonds, amounting to thirty
milhgns of dollarp, yet, although they had
nothing but their wild lands to rely on
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they confidenily hoped to be able to meet
all their liabilities by the sale of those
lands, and be in & position {p resume work
in the coming season. They had, so far,
sold all their lands at an average price of
85 per acre. (Hear, hear.) Those lands
were certainly not superior, perhaps not
equal, to those of Canada in the North-
west. He made this statement on the
authority of the Hon. Minister of Agri-
culture himself, who had lately been in
the country, and who had told him that
no man could form any idea of the great
heritage they possessed in that unsettled
region, without visiting it and seeing for
himself,

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER Dg ST, JUS[—
Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—Will it then be
contended that & Canadian Company with
50,000,000 acres of such lands, and a
money subsidy of $30,000,000, and a less
difficult route, were not able to accom-
plish what was within the ability of the
Northera Pacific Railway, without any
money subsidy at all? Parliament may
have been too generous in giving so much
lands, which would realise at the rate
quoted batween two and three hundred
millions of dcllars, a sum far beyond the:
whole cost of the entira line, but the
should consider those lands were wor
nothing until they were opened up by
railway commuaication. They should
also consider that the fifty millions of
acres reserved by the (iovernment in
alternate Llocks, and thus enhanced,
would ultimately yield an enormous sum
to the treasury. But if they were sold
at §1 per acre they would nearly double
the amount of Canada’s money subsidy
under the charter. The shrewd men who
contended for that charter foresaw the
great futire value of those lands, and
had the Goveroment cof Canads bound
down for a limited time not to sell their
blocks for less than $2.5) per acre.
Party spirit and personal rivalry, that
wrecked that scheme, may well stand
aghast at those plain facts and figures,
and artfully endeavour to withdraw the
calm contemplation of the country from
them. At the worst, Canada would have
secured railway connection from the
Atlantic to the Pacific withqut costin
one dollar in the end. (e believed with-
out reference to the causes of the failure,
that the defeat of that scheme was the
greatest calamity that had ever befallen
the country, and will be the cause of re-
tarding the development of the North.
west, on which the future strength and



64 Georgian Bay
greatness of this Dominion so largely
depended. He was not afraid to discuss
the whole question with the Hon. Minister
of Agriculture, now that the vreign of
passion and excitement was at an end,
wwhenever challenged to do so by lan-
;nage such as the hon. gentleman had
1.sed that day. He came from the ex-
treme eust— from almost the most eastern
point of the Dominion, and even there
or elsewhere he would not be afraid to
defend his vote and action on this ques-
tion, and if te-morrow on a hu tings, in
his own county, he would be prepared to
stand or fall on the scheme he supported
in 1872 for the building of the Canada
Pacific Railway=—in opposition to the
policy of the present Government, if their
vaciliating, reckless, ruinous, and he would
add, disingenious course of action, could
be dignified with the name of a policy

There was one particular in which the
company scheme had been ccnsured in
certain quarters, and that was the short-
ness of the time allowed for the contruc-
tion of the road, namely, ten years. He
did not think that any one expected the
road to be completed within that period,
nor did he consider that those who never-
theless supported the limit of time were
fairly chargeable with duplicity towards
British Columbia ou that account, as had
been argued by some persons. It was
necessary to fix such a limit as would
convince the country of the earinestness
of the promoters of the scheme, but
otherwise it was not inflexible. But it
should be remembered that although this
might have been an embarrassment to the
company it rather was an advantage in
many ways to the Government, and there-
fore to the country, as a means of retain-
ing greeter control over the charter.
When the Union was inaugurated, the
old Provinces were promised the Inter-
colonial Railway in three years; but
nearly thrice that period had since elapsed,
and the Intercolonial was yet unfinished.
Still Lo one charged the late Government
or the present with bad faith because of
the delay, for the work had been pushed
on with reascnable dispatch. o it would
have been with the Pacific Railway, and
Columbia, in common with the rest of the
Dominion, would have been satisfied if
the undertaking had been carried out
with ressonable expedition, and in a way
to sthow that its completion was really
intended at the earliest period possible.
That was the sense in which the time
limit was understood by all parties when
the subject was before Parliament.
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With regard to the motion before the
Houge, the arguments of the hon. mover
had not only been met, but no attempt
had been made o meet them fairly. That
bon. gentleman contended that the Gear-
gian Bay road was useless; that the coun-
try through which it ran was rocky and
sterile, and altogether unfit for settle.
ment, whbich had not been successfully.
contradicted ; that there was no trade or.
travel to be accommodated by it, and
none likely to be called into existence by.
its construction. All these positions ap-
peared to be unassailed ; and in view of
these facts the wonder of the taxfpﬂ ors.
of this country was, why millions o tioir,
money, in & time of great public depres-
sion, should be thrown away without
benefit to the country. Was it strange.
that people should say that the only man.
these millions would bemetit would he.
the contractor, and that they should:
marvel what the obligatian could be that.
required so dear & liquidation? (Hear,
hear.) But it is said the Georgian Bay
Railway is a branch of the Pacific line of
the Jlate Government, although we all
know that the eastern terminus of that
line was to be at Lake Nipissing, and
therefore that statement was contrary to
facts. But supposing the Georgian Bay
road formed part of the scheme contem-
plated in the charter, the liability of the
country wes not increased one dollar by
it. The company was to receive a fixed
sum for whatever they were required to
do, in full of all clsims against the
Dominion. The case was different when
the Government were constructing the
Pacific Railway as a Government work—a
scheme to which the hon. gentleman’s
language to-day would fitly apply. Then,
supposing it was a necessary part of the
road, why build it now; why build it
twenty years in advance of the period
at which it would be required ; why build
it before the main portion, and the most
needed portion of (the railway could
be completed? Those were the poiuts
at issuc to which the hon. gentleman did
not deign to refer, but from which he had
tried to draw off the attention of the
House by their old stra‘agem —by empty
declamation about the mad policy of the
late Gowgroment, when it was the policy
of the present Government that was
under the conmsideration of the House.
(Hear, hear )

Hou, Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST—
I think the hon. gentleman’s statement is
pot quite correct as to the value of the
Norihern Pscific Railway ahares.
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Hon. Mr. MILLER—This is the report
of the gentlemen into whose hands the
affairs of the road have fallen.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dk ST. JUST—
The hon. gentleman is not perhaps aware
that this section of the Northern Pacific
does not extend more than thirty miles
west of Red River,

Hon. Mr. MILLER—The document
speaks for itself.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBE4L —1t extends to
the Mimouri River—600 miles.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL-It might seem
rather strange ‘that the members from
Quebec Jo not agree on the course to be
followed in this House with respect to
the Georgian Bay Branch, represented to
be g0 much in the interests of our Prov-
ince. I have heard the hon. Minister of
Agriculture state the reason why this
roasd should be ’built, but I must say the
people in Quebec are not exactly in favour
of the scheme~ at least are not satisfled
with the location of the road. On the
one side it is represented to us that if we
do not get this Georgian Bay Branoh to
connect our road with the Canada Pacific
Railway we will not have any connection
at all, as the business will take the course
by way of Toronto and to the United
States, without reaching the most import
ant cities of the Province of Quebec
This is a very strong inducement for us
to advacate a line which will not deprive
us of our legitimate share of the benefits
arising from the construction of this great
enterprise. When the Province of Quebec
#8ve its opinion in this matter two years
ago, it was by a series-of resolutions unan-
imously adopted by the Government
and the Opposition in the Local Legisla-
ture. If this Government had at that
time adopted the suggestion made by
these resolutions, the Georgian Bay Branch
Bailway would perhaps not have been
undertaken. It was the opinion of the
people of Quebec that the road, instead
of being built from Renfrew or Pembroke
to the Georgian Bay, should be constructed

m Nipissing t0 Deep River; in this
way it would go through better land, and
1 would suit the views of Quebec. The

eal Legislature felt very strongly on

matier. The resolution did not go
80 far as to ask this Government to adopt

route, as we felt the question could
not be put in that way before thew ; it
was only suggested. that the road should
not be located;before an instrumentsl sur-
vey should be made, to ascertain if the
best line were not that suggested by the
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engineers of the Province of Quebec. The
hon. gentlemen will see that if this
course had been followed it would have
given satisfaction to every one in this
House. We bhave heard the hon. gen-
tlemen from Toronto, who are hostila to
the Georgian Bay Branch ([ should not
say from local considerations) say that if
they were satisfied it was a parc of the
Pacific Railway they would have no ob-
jeetion to it, but they wovld join the
Government in carrying out the scheme,
but they donot consider it as such. Every
member in this House is more or less
influenced by local interests. Though
%eneral interest ought never to be sacri-

ced to local interest, still it is nescessary
that all local interest should be repre-
sented here, and it is only by the auvo-
cacy of all diﬂ‘erent‘looaﬁinteresta by the
various members of the different parts of
the country, that we will have in the
aggregate the interests of the whole Do-
minion represented here. I have waited
for some time for some of the members
from my Province, more qualified than I
am, to explain the views of the people
of Quebec; the hon. gentlemen from
Montreal or Lotbiniere, for instance, but
ag they have not done so, I hive uader-
taken to give some explanatiors 1f tae
course proposed by the Legislature of
Quebec hacf becn adopted, and a survey
male of :he two routes, and that survey
had shown that the Georgian Biy Branch
route was the best in the interests of the
Dowiunion it would have been all right,
but it is difficult to say whether we can
support this road now when a survey of
the North Shore has baen refused to us.
Some bon. gentlemen say they have per-
sonal knowledge of the country through
which the Georgian Bay Branci passes,
and they assert that it possesses 1.0 re-
sources, that it is a barren rockv trass
from which Go benefit can be derived
from an agricultvral point of view. Mr.
Laggs says the connection of our road
with the Georgian Bay Branch would be
very ditlicult. Asfaras we can sze, the Gov-
ernwent policy is to build this live of rail.
way, and the best thing we can do now is
to have a link that wili unite our North
Shore road with it, but I think i is going
too far to say that we accept this link ag
satisfactorv, and that the Georgiin Bay
Branch moets the views of the urovince
of Quebec. Of course there is no vote
to be taken on the merit of the question,
but [ thought it was my duty to expres:
as far us 1 know, what is the feeling ol
Quebec in the matter.
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Hon, Mr. SCOTT—T shall endeavour to
confine myself simply to the salient points
more immediately connected with the
subject under debate, and not enter into
a discussion on the policy of the Govern-
ment as compared with the policy of
their predecessors. 1 expressed my
astonishment that any gentleman should
be found at the present day to state that
the scheme of the late Government was
at all feasible. We know what has been
the fate of the Northern Pacific; that
road had better advantages than the
Canada Pacific could have, yet it went to
the wall ; and an hon. gentleman behind
me tells us they had to sell some of their
engines to pay expenses.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The Northern
Pacitic bad no money grant.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—My bon. friend has
asked where is the traftic for the Georgian
Bay Branch. I beg to inform him that in
reference to that, if hon. gentlemen will
consult the map of Ontario, they will see
that the great object of all the railways
runping from Hamilton, Toronto, Port
Hope, and other places, is to reach Geor-
gian Bay and Lake Huron. Ia the first
place, we bhad the Northern Railway
ariginally from Toronto to Barrie, and in
order to reach Georgian Bay it was ex-
tended to Collingwood. Then there was
the Toronto, Grey, and Bruce Railway.
It was found to bte comparatively useless
until it reached the same water. The
Welliugton, Grey, and Bruce Railway
slso was useless until it reached Georg
Bay: the swme way with the Grand
Trunk ; it pushed on until it reached
the waters of lLake Huron. All three
roads were considered useless until they
struck the waters, which meant communi-
cation with Lakes Huron, Supecior, Michi-
gan, and the great cities—Chicago, Mil-
waukee, and other great freight depots.
The feeiing in the country is, that a
shorter a:.d more direct route connecting
the-e waters with Montreal could be
found, and, being tound, it should be con-
structed. That route was the Georgian
Bay Branch. It would also assist the
constiruction of the Pacific Railway, the
Eastern terminal point of the scheme
of the late Government being the eastern
terminal point of the Georgian Bay Branch
south-east of Lake Nipissing. The policy
of the late Government was to go north
of Lake Nipisring; the policy of the
present Government is to go south of
Lake Nipissing.

Bon. Mr. AIKINS—Tke policy of the
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late Government was to go south of the
lake.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—To my mind the
Georgian Bay line is really commencingat
the point at which the country declared the
Pacific Railway should be commenced,
and Quebec and Ontario would no doubt’
subsidize reads stretching out to connect
with that particular point. My hon.
friend from Montreal doubts that this is
the particular line that was favoured
for the roads from Montreal to connect
with Georgian Bay, but he will find that
this is the only link that conld be laid
down that would suit the connection.
The present line of the Georgian Bay
Branch follows the valley of Lake Nipis-
sing. The original object of the Quebec
Government was to carry their road to
Mattaws, but they had lately made a pro-
position to this Government (o make the
connection at Portage du Fort, to which
the Government replied they would be
very glad to afford every facility to con-
nect at that point. The policy of this
Government was announced before the
last general election in 1874. The Pre-
mier stated at Sarnia that it was utterly
imposasible to expect this Government to
bnild the through all-rail routs to the
Pacific, and it was their intention to
utilize the water-stretches and couneect
them with the short lines of railway.
This is what we are now doing. I have
alrendy stated that tha G orgian Bay
Branch would not probably be built be-

ian | fore the Canada extension and ‘the other

‘lines connecting with are built. There
iis no object in having it completed be-
| fore that time ; but there is a great ohject
in baving it completed when these roads
are ready to con.ect with this railway,
which will open up a new part of Canada
—some of it as fine a country as exists 1n
Ontario. Believing that a valuable trade
would be developed by connecting the
railway system of Ontario with the Geor-
gian Bay Branch, the Province of Untario
hasjgranted a subsidy of $8,000 a mile to a
neutral line to make this connection. A
very rmall sum has been spent on the
Georgian Bay Branch, while we have laid
out nearly $2,000,000 on the Pembina and
Winnipeg Branch, the section from Lake
Superior to Shebanlowan, and east and
west in Manitoba, and in British Columbia
surveyse. A very small sum—less than
$25,000 ~has been expended on this road
that, has created so much agitation in
this House whenever the question

teen brought up. Hon, gentlemen ap-
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‘pear to think the Georgian Bay Branch is
sinking the country in debt.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—I would call the
attention of the hon. gentleman to his
speech as reported the other day, in
which he said the road had not cost the
-country one dollar yei.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I say that all the
expenses put together are mnot over
$25,000. while the expenditure on the
Pacific Railway has reached $2,000,000.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—~Has the Georgian
Bay Branch contract been abandoned ?

Hon., Mr. SCOTT—In answer to the
‘hon. geutleman, I will state that the
Georgian Bay Branch contract has been
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. cancelled—not with any idea o abandon-
ing the project. Hon. gentlemen may
rest assured that the Government will not
prove recreant to their duty. They pro- |
.pounded a railway policy which they con- !
-gider in the interest of the country, and |
that policy they will carry through, be |
lieving thnt they have the support of the |
people in doing 80. I regret to observe-[
‘that a very extraordinary and deep-
seated hostility seems to prevail on the
other side of the Chamber on this matter. |
I will not suggest a cause for it, but this
particular policy of the Government seems |
to have met with constant criticism, con-
staut censure and attack. I abstained,|
-when I got up in my place, from discuss-
ing it. I bad noidea that this torpedo
would have been introduced into this
House, and & discussion of the policy of
the late Government brought up.

Houn. Mr, MILLER-~-%ho brought it
up? Not a word was said with regard to
the late Governmen''s policy until the
Minister of Agriculture denounced it as a
mad scheme and a bad policy. As one
‘who supported that policy, believing it to
be in the interests of the country, [ felt
myself bound to defand it.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT—The hon. gentleman
from Relleville went fully into the policy
of the Government, discussing not only
our policy but the policy of the Ontario
Government, and he opened a very wide
discussion, but I did not think it was very
wise that the policy of the Government
thould be discussed on either occasion.
I did not think so poor a compliment
‘8hould be paid to the intelligence o1 the
hon. gentlemen of this House as to ima-
.gine that they were not conversant with
“the whole subject long ago, and I did not
“think because I did not deny everything

that was rumoured and every statement
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that was made, that they would be
accepted as truth. The contractor for
the Seo gian Bay Branch had a very
hard bargain; but if he could have dis-
counted the land, which the hon. gentle-
man from Bellevilie says he could, he
would have brought the subsidy up to
$60,000 per mile, and this might induce
him to go on with it.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—Is it the intention
of the Gevernment to abandon the road ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT~—I was very emphatic
in stating that our policy is not aban-
doned. The contract is cancelled for
reasons unncessary now to explsin.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Is the whole of
the contract abandoned, or only that part
called the Georgian Bay Branch ?

Hon. Mr. ST. JUST—It is not right for
the hon, gentleman to push these ques-
tions. [ think it would be far better
to put his notice on the Order paper.

Hon, Mr. CAMTBELL —~The Hon. Sec-
retary of State volunteered to inform us
in answer to our question that the con-
tract has been abandoned, and I simply
want to know how far it has been aban-
doned.

Hon, Mr, SCOTT—The countract was 83
miles —known as the Georgian Bay
Branch; that contract has been can-
celled.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Then the only
contract made has been cancelled.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Not abandoned, but
cancelled, for reasons which will be ex-
plained to the House at, the proper time.

Yon. Mr MACPHERSOYN said—Now
that the contract for the construction of
the Georgian Bay Branch of the Pacific
Railway i1 cancellad, I bope the Govern-
ment will reconsider the whole question,
especially in its commaercial aspects. The
Hon. Sscietary of State spoke of the
troffic that passes from the (Georgian Bay
over the varirus railways connecting its
waters with Toronto, and seemed to anti-
cipate a large through traffic for this
railway (the Georgian Bay Branch). Little
oror no through traffic passes over the
railway to Toronto, to which he has re-
ferred. Does the Hon. Secretary of
jtate, or any other hon. gentleman who
knows anything of the trade of this
country, telieve for one moment that
propellers loading cargoes of 60,000 or
70,000 bushels of woeat at Chicagzo, Mil-
waukee, Duluth, or any port on Lakes
Michigan, Superior or Huron, will stop at
the French River, and transfer their car-



68 Agent
goes to this reilway (the Georgian Ray
“Branch) for transportation to Montreal ?
"It is ‘hopeless to expect this. Produce
that it iy irportant should be speedily
‘conveyed to market, and which can be
loaded on torailways at Chicago and other
‘Western ports will be sent by rail to the
sea board ; but produce once shipped on
‘board vessels will be water-borne to Mon-
treal or Quebec. This rsilway can get
no through traflic, and ita friends do not
“pretend it will have apy local traftic.
The motion was ‘cafiried, and the House
-adjourned at six o’clock.

Tugspay, March 7.
The PRESIDENT took the chair at 3
p-m.
Prayers were read.
After routine,

THE AGENT GENERALSHIP,

Hon., Mr. DICKEY moved that an
_humble address be prezented to His Ex-
gellency the Governor General, praying
_azat His Excellency will cause to be laid
on the table of this House a statement of

the smounts expended on behalf of the
"Dominion in the Government Immigration
Department in London, England, and all
“expenditures connected therewith, from
the 30th June to 1st January last, includ-
ing salaries, {ravelling expenses, rent and
all other outlays, with the amounts paid
in aid of immigration, distinguisuing
amounts paid for agricultural laboureis
belonging to the Agricuitural Labourers’
Union trom other emigrants; also copies
“of all ccrrespondence between the Dc-
minion Goverrment and the Agent Ge-
‘nerai of Canada in London, or any otlicers
thereof, respecting changes in the Immi-
-gration Department at London. In doing
"80, he said :—1 move this in no spirit of
‘hostility to the Government, because it
involves a policy which has covered a
period of years anterior 10 the present
~Administration’s advent to power. My
object is esimply to invite the serious
attention of the House and the country
to the large and increasing expenditure
in this brancn of the public service, and
10 elicit an expression of opinion upon
the policy of doing so, by comparison of
its results with the enormous cost which
it entails. In order to do this as briefly
&8 possible, it is only necessary to refer to
the facts and figures which can be fouud
in the returns that have been pesented
from time to time to Parliament, On
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examination I found them .sufficiently
startling, and f have no doubt they wiil
equally surprise some hon. gentlemen who
have not turned their attention to the
subject. Commeucing at the period taken
by the Hon. Minister of Agricuiture in
his report last year, for the year 1870, up
to the end of the financial year in June
lagt, my object in this motion is to sup-
plemeunt that, by getting information from
that period to the present date. I find
that the total expenses p:id by the Do-
mivion in connection with immigration
aud quaraotine have risen {rom the sum
of $36,742.04, for the year ended 30th
June, 1870, to $302,770.68, for the year
ended last June. This, I have already
stated, includes expenses of quarantine,
but I have a very ready mode of eliminat-
ing that part from the comparison, in the
statement which has been made by the
Secretary of the Department of Agricul-
ture, Mr. Lowe, betfore a eommittee, in
which he places the amounts which pro-
perly belong to imumigration at $286,000,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Ds ST. JU 3T~
Would it not be more proper to discuss
this question when the papers asked for
are before the House? We have had npo
notice of the scope which my Lon. friend
intended to take in this matter, acd the
figures are not before this House now.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY —1] am not discussing
figures that are not before the House, but
the figures already in the public returns,
and I am taking them from the hon. gen-
tleman’s own report, 8o that he is ina
position to correct me if I make any
mistake. (Hear, hear.) 1 mahe this
motion in no spirit of nostiity to the
Goverament, but as it involves a serious
expenditure in the public service, it is
right we should discuss it, and the infor- -
mation I ask for extends tor a period not
yet in tbe public accounts. Lif the hon.
gentleman requires any further time in
connection with the matter, 1 shall be
very glad to give it. I will do full justice,
a3 far as T know how, to the Government
in this matter. Assuming that the ptro-
portion has been about the same for ex-
penses of quarantine and immigration, 1
am warranted in estimating that the gross
amounts of the $36,74Z, in 1870, as com-
pared with the $302,779, jfor the year 1875
will fairly represent the proportion which
the one year bears to the other, and the
House will therefore find that these ex-/
penses have risen in six years at the rate
of 830 per cent. (Hear, hear.) Turning
again to the expenses of the Department
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year ended 30th June, 1870, $11,171.40,
including Great Britain and Ireland. Theve
has been a gradusl but rapid inerease
under the late Administration, as well as
under the present one. For the year
ended 30th June, 1871, the expenses were
$13,193.35; for the year ended the 30th
June, 1872, $31,100.46; and for the year
1873, $67,835.52. Now we come to the
period when the celebrated conference
took place in this city, which involved a
very serious change in the immigration
policy of the Dominion, and let us see
what the results have been. In the year
‘ending Juue 30, 1874, the expenses of
the London office, which then included
all the European agencies, had arisen to
$85,0648.40, while in the year ending 30th
June, 1875, as I have been enabled to
gather from the public accounts, they
were $162,604.51. This amount 1 have
probaby understated, because I fiad Mr.
"Lowe makes it —as reported in the Globe
and Times—$176,000; therefore I assume
there are some ovher items that should
‘properly be charged to the London ac-
counts. Now, the House will see that
these expenses of the London Depart~
ment bave risen within the suort period
of six years at the enormous rate ot 1,600
per cent. (Hear, hear.) Now, what has

een the effect of this increased expense
upon the number of immigrants? The
‘House will gee that the number, instead
of increasing, has actua!ly decreased. Ia
the year 1875, as compared with 1870,
while the expenses had increased 830
Jper cent., the number of immigrants de-
creased at the rate of 16 per cent. (Hear,
hear.)

- Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Do I understand my
hon. friend to say the cost of the London
office is $176,000? He will see- that the
outside offiges are included.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY —Certainly. The
Belfast agency is brought into it, because
it belongs to the Iondon agency. The
salaries und contingencies of the Lion-lon
office alone, for the year ending 30th June,
1875, amounted to $44,353.57.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT —That is the London
office.

. Hon. Mr. DICKEY—Yes. Immigra
tion agents i London and the United
Kingdom, $57,321, Thea comes the ac-
count pad to A6gent-Genera1 Jeukins for
Eassages, etc,, $64,580, making @ total of
$160,254.57. To that I have added & pay-
ment which is charged to the Bank of
Montreal in London, to pay Mr. Foy in
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Belfagk In the repori of the hon. Min-
ister of Agriculture, of .the conference
held at QOttaws, it was stated the pelioy
ways to amalgamate the whole of the
Egropean agencies, putting them under
the London office.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Of course, for com-
parison, the cost of the outside offices in
former years will be taken into consider-
stion.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY~—I have brought
in the amount in former years of the
agencies in Great Britain and Ireland and
Scotland. = As to the number of immi-
grants in 1870, there were 24,706 remain-
ing in Canada; in 1871 there were 27,733 ;
in 1872 there were 36,578; and in 1878
there were 50,050—a gradual and pro-
gressive increase up to the time when
these celebrated regulations in Novem-
ber, 1873, were made, atter which the
following i the result:—The very next
year there was a decrease in the number
of immigrauts from 50,000 to 39,373, while
the expenses went -on increasing, and in
the last, year the nnmber was reduea to
20,410 It is a curious circumstance that
this "decline commenced at the very
period when this celebrated change was
made in the immigration policy, in 1873.
I will not say that immigrants were de-
terred from coming to this country by any
change of Government (laughter), but [
do say that this change in the Immigra-
tion Department did not work well.

Hon. LETELLIER D& ST. JUST—There
was no change of policy.

Hon.Mr.DICKEY —There was a chance
in bringing all the business of the Euro-
pean agencies into the London office. It
was placed in a most inconvenient quarter
of Londop, and it was attended with great
expense. These 20,410 immigrants who
arrived here last year and remained in
the country included a large number who
came from the United dtates—no less
than 9,104, as I fiad from the evidence of
the Secretary of ‘the Department of Agri-
culture. Jt.can hardly be said that these
immigrants were attracted to this country
by any expenses incurred in aid of immi-
gration, er by any policy of this Govern-
ment. Taking these from the total
number, we find that the Dominion has
actually been paying st the rate of some-
thing like $30 per head for every immi-
grant coming to the country during the
last year, by means of our new immigra-
tion policy; that is exclusive of what
is paid by the Provinces, for [ find by the
report of the Minister of Agriculture, for
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the year'ended June 30th, 1874, that the
-Dominion Government expended that
year $281.413.11 for immigration, and
the Provinces also expended $237,823.65,
making a total of $519,236.76 for the
year, or eomething like $55 per head for
the whole of these immigrants. That
being the case, it appears to me that it is
time that the attention of the House and
of the country rhould be called to these
facts. - «Hear, hear) Speaking of the
London (ffice. 1 am hound to say that it
bas been placed in a mast inconvenient

uarter for the purpose to which it is

evoted. Sumptuous apartments have
been procured at sn enormous rent,
three miles from navigation, and fiom the
places where emigrants would be likely
to seek irformation about the country
to which they wished to go. (Hear,
hear.) It appears to me rather unfortu-
nate, in carrying out the mew policy of
aiding immigration, they have taken one
step not calculated to excite public sym-
pathy in their favour; that is, the depart-
ment in London actually gives a larger
bonus to agricultural labourers belonging
to Agricultural Unions than to other
labourere, and in that way the House will
readily see they excite the opposition of
the whole Lody of tenant farmers in Great
Britain Ia another respect this policy
bas been unfortunate, because it has re-
sulted in the employmen} of a gentleman
a8 Agent-General who is the last man
the Goverrment should have employed.
T allude to Mr. Jenkins—1I say it advisedly.
I am aware of his extreme political views
and well-known personal antipathy to the
Imperial Adminietration, which he has not
had the policy to conceal, and he was the
last man to have been appointed to such
an important position as that of Agent-
General. (Cheers.) Another objection
is, that he had not the local knowledge
required to commend himself to those
who went to him for information about
‘Canada. It is well known I have never
been in pouitical accord with Mr. Annand
of Nova Scotia; but had .that gentieman
‘been appointed, the Government would
have had an Agent-Genersl of large poli-
tical experience, and extensive knowledge
of the country from end to end, as weil as
of country life, who would have been
able to give immigrants just the sort of
information which they required. It
appears to me, for a great many reasons,
‘anfortunate that the Department should
have been organized the way it was in
London, At the same time, [ sm bound
o give them full oredit; for I under-
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stand, thet having discovered their mis-
take, they have abolished the office of
Agent-General, and in that way have got
rid of Mr. Jenkins. (Hear, hear.) I wish
to give them full credit for that, and also
for the steps which they have taken to
materially reduce the future expenditures
for immigration. I hope the Govern-
ment will not stop there. I hope they
will, feeling that their policy has pro-
duced, at an enormous expense, most
inei nificant results, go further, and fol-
low the example of the United States.
We have an enormous establishment,
which, T venture to say, costs us three
times as much'as any ambassador repre-
senting any other Government in the
world, in London. With these dispropor-
tionate results, where is the necessity for
this enormous establishment, even if it
were in the right place? i hope the
Government will see there is no such
necessity. That they should have a small

ce in a proper locality in London is
only followi~g the example of other colo-
nies ; but even the United “tates do not
think it necessary to have such an estab-
lishment. They see it is to the interest
of the great steamboat companies, packet
lines, and railwsy companies to stimulate
immigration and thus bring business to
their lines. We all know what the re-
sult of that policy bas been. We know it
worked well for that country, and I think
we ought to take a lesson out of their
book and see if it 18 necessary to keep up
this beavy expenditure with no commen-
surate resalt. We would do better to in-
augurate a policy that would keep our
own people employed at home instead of
making this country a filter as it were for
immigrants to pass through tn the United
States. (Loud cheers) I donot wish to
sit down without paying a passing tribute
to the admirable manner in which the
advantages of this country as a home for
emigrants huve been pourtrayed in the
various public speeches from time to time
of His Excellency the Governor General.
(Hesr, hear.) If the Government, by
such speeches as these, by the circulation
of such other information as they have
in their department, and by the leiters
ol those who have settled here to those
whom they have left behind, are unable
to attract a tide of immigration to our
shores, we had better give up this expen-
diture altogether. I trust my hon. friends
will accept this motion in the spiritin
which it is made, and not only endeavour
to do away with half this expenditure
but the whole of it, and thus relieve the
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country at a time when we most need
economy in the administration of its
affairs,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dk ST. JUST—
I do not expect that .a debate will arise
out of this demand for papsrs, The de-
mand itself is quite unexpected, and the
tone which has been adopted Ly the hon,
gentleman in moving the resolution is of
such a character that I cannot blame him
for having gone at length into the discus-
sion. The question of immigration is
one that has occupied the attention of
the world geuerally, and when we con:
sider the necessities of this country I do
not believe there is any gentleman in this
House who does not approve of having a
large number of immigrants come and
settle in our territories. We must not
lose sight of the fact that the different
Provinces are very anxious to obtain an
increase to their numbers so as to add to
their growth in a provincial capacity.
‘When this Government came into power
they thought they could obtain valuable
advice from the members of the different
Provincial Governments. We accordingly
invited these gentlemen to a conference
in Ottawa, where they met and discussed
the best mode of carrying out a general
immigration scheme, which would result
in settling our uncultivated but really fine
land. This conference having been held,
Mr. Jenkins was appointed to superin-
tend and cerry out the new arrangement
which had been agreed upon. With re-
gard to the strictures which have been
passed upon that gentleman, I must say
that I do not think they are very just.
My hon. friend bas referred to the ex-
penditures of the London office, but I
may remark that of those he hes quoted
some do not properly come under that
head. It was agreed upon at the confer-
ence to which I have alluded that the
Provinces should each contribute a cer~
tain amount—Ontario, $5,500; Quebec,
$2,000; and the smaller Provinces in an
equal ratio to the general fund for emi-
gration purposes. By these means, we
were able toreduce the cost to the country
-of this service by a considerable amount.
The Government have adopted as their
policy to induce as much immigration
into this country as possible and at the
smallest expenditure. 1 may remark,
however, that at the time we came into
power we were pledged by our prede-
cessors tO receive a vry costly class of
emigrants ; 1 refer to the Menonites, who
were coming from Russia, where they
experienced some difficulty about Leing
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obliged to serve in the army. They were
given ten years to make their exodus
from Russia, and their delegates to this
country were well received by our prede-
cessors. They asked that their people
should be exempt from certain military
duties. The delegates returned to Russia,
and reported favourably in regard to the
Northwest Territories. They selected a
large tract of laud, which was given by
our predecessors, and I do not blame
them for this donation, because they are
a good class of immigrants. The action
of the Government in this respect has
increased the amount of money we have
been obliged to pay for the immigration
of the past year, and I will show the hon.
gentleman who has just taken his seat
that I am in earnest.

Hon Mr. CAMPBELL—They did not
increase the expenditure in England this

ear.

Y Hon. Mr. LETELLIER De ST. JUST—
No, sir; I am aware of that. I am not
going to deny that the expenditure in
the London office has been increased, but
that is & matter to which I will refer sub-
sequently. The delegates from the Men-
onites returned, and had a conference
with the late Minister of Agriculture,
who agreed that if they would pay $30
per head from Hamburg to ManitoYa,
the Government would pay the balance
of the cost, and furnish the immigrants
with food supplies, from the time they
reached Quebec, until they arrived ab
Collingwood. Certain papers which were
binding were passed at the time. Some
1,200 of those who came out the first
year cost us from $21 to $26 each,
which was a part of current expenditure
for general immigration. In the following
year we had 3,258 of these people who
came to our shores, and the cost will be
proportionately increased. Another rea-
son for the greater expenditures under
the beading of the Londou office, is the
new arrangement by which warrants are
issued in favour of agricnitural labourers
on the other side of the Atlantic, to assist
them in defraying the cost of coming to
this country. This arrangement was also
made by our predecessors, and was bind-
ing upon us. The number of immigrants
applying for this assiitance Wwas very
greatly increased by the circumstances
arising out of the rupture of the steam-
ship conference, which had previously
tixed rates at & certain price. It hap-
pened that in consequence of the then
state of things, the demands for assisted
passages under the arrangement to which
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1 have reference were greater than pre-
wiously. There is another reason why the
‘inoreage has taken place. Up to the year
1873 we were paying the different Pro-
Winces, to assist them to premote immi
‘gration, a grant of $70,000, which was dis-
tributed between Omntario, Quebee, and
the Maritime Provinces. We decided we
«could not renaw this grant, but that we
whould assist them as much as possible by
‘meaps of the London office, and through
sour agents in different parts of the Euro-
pean continent. My hon. friend bas
made a statement, and as I have not the
data on which he relies, | humbly refer
bim to the stutement which appeared in
the report published last year, in which
ke will find the expenditure of the Domi-
nion was 251,000, In 1873 it was $234,000,
instead of §67,00, and he wi'l have to re-
collect that fiom 1873 to 1874 there is a
portion of the year which is chargeable
‘t0 our predecesaors.

Hon, Mr. AIKENS—~What portion of it ?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER D& ST. JUST~—~
From January to October. We only
acted during three months of the year.

-Hon. Mr. AIKENS —But that does not
diminish the expenditure by the hon.
gentleman’s Department.

Hon. Mr. LEYELLIER Dy ST. JUST—
I have sttempted to mnake a statement
that must be acceptable to all who will
jook into this matter fairly and honestly.
For the Menonites, for whom our prede-
gessors showed so much consileration,
we were cal'ed upon to wake a loan of
$100,000, which i8 not to be represented
as expended, as it is secured by bonds
taken from the Meponites in Ontario.
‘We have no objection to give the houn.
gentler-an what he Fas asked for, but I do
believe Lhat we are not proceeding accord-
ing to the rules and order in discussing
each question, which forms the suhject of
8 potice of motion. I do not wish to
prevent free speech, but I think we
ought to act more 1n accordance with
general parl'amentary usage. Whilst I
am speaking on this subject of immigra-
tion, I can say that during the recess I
had occasion to visit the Provin-e of
Manitoba. I had heard that our 'mmi-
grants had been taken away by Yankee
runners, but as far as my observation
goes, | can say they are well protected.
1 have seen 400 of these emigrants stand-
ing and waiting for the steamer which was
to come from Fort G :rry. During the four
or five days they had to stand there, [ saw
American runners tiy to take them away,
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saying they could get better land in the
Far West. The argument of the grass-
hopper was used to dissuade the emi-
grants from going to Manitoba, but they
proved obdurate to the earnest solicita-
tions of the unfortunate American agents.
They had promised to go to Manitoba, and
they intended to fulfil their promise.
It is true that to take emigrants to Ma-
nitoba, we experienced difficulties, but
these are greatly diminished by the fact,
with which the Americans are acquainted,
namely, that we can pass them up the
Dawson Road if we are forced to that
extremity,. We made arrangements to
take emigrants from Ontario to Manitoba
for $21, which sum was reduced in time
to $16 and $14.50. We could not make
arrangements lower, aud we are ‘now in
correspondence trying to renew the ar-
rangements. I think if my hon. friend
will compare the number of immigrants
coming here and the ‘condition of the
country, he will find it compares favour-
ably with aay other country. When
labour was low here and in the United
States, we found emigrants going to New
Zedland and Australia, and if our Gov-
ernment were ready to make the same
expenditure as they are making in these
small colonies, we should have during
thet time drawn a larger number of im-
migrants to our country. But when we
know that the little colony of New
Zealand was paying the fare of emigrants
to their dastination and giving them land
free, and even animals and sometimes
shelter, I say it was unreasonable for
any country not ready to go so far to ex-
pect large numbers of immigrants. It
would not be justice to say that we can
compste against great advantages of this
kina. 1 think that, considering the
amount of money expended, our efforts
in securing immigration have been very
successful,

Hon. Mr. SMITH—What security has
the Government for the $100,000 ad-
vanced to the Menonites?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER D& ST. JUST—
The Menonites in Ontario became security
for the money, which is a small sum com-
pared with the actual value of their pro-
perty.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL~I do not tho-
roughly understand this arrangement.

Hon., Mr. SCOTT~1t was fully dis
cussed in the other House last year. It
is a simple plan. The Menonites in the
county of Waterluo are known to be vi
well off, and a certaiu number of them
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became security for a given amount ad-
vauced to their fellow countrymen, which
18 & very small ratio of the actual value
of their property., Boads are given that
the money will be repaid in ten years,
and they become responsible for their
friends.

Hon. Mr. McFARLANE—Where do the
bonds become payable ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—In Ontario, 1 think.

Hon. Mr, LETELLIER De ST. JUST—
No interest is lost to the Dominion in that.
Moreover, wechad the certificate of per-
sons of position in each place as to the
solvenoy and seourity of the Ontario Men-
onites, who are helping their brethren,
and [ may say the result has been that
they hava gone into the West well
equipped with agrioultural implements.
and all the pecessaries for starting a pros-
peroms settlement, through the generosity:
of their friends in Waterlod. 1may state
that 1 saw on the baunks of the Red River
when I was out there last season, some
500 ploughs, 50 or 60 mowing machines
and reapers, carts, and 50 or 60 pairs of
horaes, bought by these people at a very
cheap figure. I consider them a very
good class of immigrants, and not one of
them has broken faith with this Govern:
ment by the inducements held out by
American runners, who tried to settle
them in the Western States. We find
that the immigrants who have settled in
Manitoba since Confederation have gene-
rally remained there, though they have
suffered severely fiom the grasshopper
plague. When I was endevouring to as-
certain to what extent the peopie were
afflicted by the ravages of these insects,
I found that the greater number decided
they would face the difficulty; that they
did not require any alms at the hands of
the Government, but if the Government
would advance a loan to those who re-
quired it, they would accept it on the
understanding that it would be repaid
when they should have sufficient means.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS—I understand that
this $100,000 is a sum voted by the House
of Commons for this special purpose. It
was oharged against the Department of
Agriculture, but not for immigration pur-

poses, and it has not gone into these
accounts at all,

Hon: Mr. LEiELLIER Dk ST. JUST—
It has not been included in the amount
stated.

lon. Mr. DICKEY~I4 is fair to statc
with:regard to this Menonite affair there
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is a refund of $5,758, and that is really
one fourth of the whole expenses, which
amounted to $22,580, and there is no part
of that Menonite account charged against
the immigration accounts. I hops my
hon. friend the Minister of Agriculture
did not understand me as stating that
the whole of this $176,000 was expendad
in the London office. [ stated that the
expense of the Londdn office was some
$14,000; but I included commissions,
warrants, agencies, and aid given to im-
migrants.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER D& ST. JUST—
I accept the explanation, which is cor-
rect.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH—I believe the
Menponites are a good and peacesble
class of immigrants, and by their great
industry will do much t> enrich our
country, and will meet all their pecun-
iary obligations, and the late Govern-
ment are to be commended for the aid
and encouragement given them. Yet the
country cannot but be astonished at the
alarming cost of the immigration service,
and great credit is duo my hon. friend
from Amherst for bringing the matter so
forcibly before us. His figures are correct
as far as I could follow him. It appears
that in 1873 ihe Londoa officer’s salary
was $5,202. Expenses of office, $9,380.
For the year ending June last the salaries
aud expenses of that office were £44,353.
Just as rapidly as the present Govern-
ment were lavishly expending the public
money, on the other hand the number of
immigrants brought into the country de-
creased —became less and less every year.
For instance, in 1873 the number of
immigrants was 50,000; last year the
number had fallen vo 20,000; from the
20,000 ought to be deducted over 3,000
Menonites, and alse over 8,000 who came
through the United States, leaving about
9,000 obtained through the Government
ageucies; and these 9,000 cost our Domi-
nion over $200,000, about as much as the
50,000 cost under the management of the
Jate Government. [ think the hon. Min-
ister of .Agriculture has failed as ye$ to
show the reason why, though the ex-
penses have so enormously incrf:nse(-i,
immigration has decreased. I think it
is utterly useless to encourage immi-
gration to this country so long as the
present policy of the Government con-
tinues, and as long as the manufacturing
industries and the traJe of the country
continue to be depressed. The expen-
ditures of the London office have been-
enormous, to maintain a palatial resi-
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dence, and an office some miles out of
the centre of London, far away from the
busy marts, wharves, and docks. I think
it is a disgraceful piece of extravagance
while the country is in such a condition.
I believe our country abounds in great
resources to attract the immigrant, and
make kim happy and prosperous. Yet
until manufacturing interests improve,
until the Government changes its do-
nothing policy, I think it is unwise to ask
immigrants to come into the country and
compete for the labour that is insuflicient
for the people now in the country. I
hope that this branch of the service will
be largely curtailed, until we have some
assurance from the Government that
their policy will be changed, so as to give
some impetus to the industries of the
country, )
Hon. Mr. READ—I am not surprised
that the hon. Minister of Agriculture can-
not defend his Jenkins. I find that for
the London office last year ended 30th
June, 1875, the total amount of expen-
diture is $160,254.57. It might be of
some interest to this House to learn what
this amount was expended for. 1 have
taken a little pains to look over the
accounts from which I have culled the
following items, though they are not ons
half of those which might be considered
extravagant. I was not a little surprised
to hear the Minister of Agriculture say
the expenses of the London office last
year were only $44,000. I find from the
accounts the rent charged for the London
office is £1,190 per annum, or $3,783.40;
then I find the next item is Mr. Jenkins’
salary, $4,918. These two items alone ure
over $10,000. Travelling expenses to
Canada, $700; travelling expenses in
Canada to the Lower Provinces, $700. [t
must be an expensive place to travel in,
these Lower Provinces. These two items
for travelling expenses amount to $1,400.
Then there are little travelling expenses
from Manchester to Liverpcol, and from
Birmingham to Leamington, $214. Then
we come to a little item for furniture,
$4,000; and another extraordinary item
of $483.70 for drawing a lease, of which J.,
Cole got £51 18s, 10d,, and Hook &
Street were paid £47 12s, 8d. It appears
to me as if there were some hooking going
on there. Brass plates, $100; gas fit-
tings, $430; newspapers, staticnery, and
printing, $15,000; Canadian News—we
kniow that the Canadian News is a
paper to run down Canada— $3,224;
Toronto Globe, $1,100. I find no other
Canadian paper receiving anything ex-
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cept the Toronto Globe. The Manchester -
meeting is charged at $260, and the Bir-
mingham meeting $123—much less. Then
we came to an item for salary for Madame
Von Koerber, $1,365. 1 don’t know who-
the lady is, but the item is there.

Hon. Mr. LSTELLIER Dk ST. JUST—
Madame Von Koerber is a lady who was
employed by Mr, Pope.

Hon. Mr. READ—I find among other
newspapers patronized is the 8¢, James’s
Magazine, to the extent of $236, though
why we should pay for that magazine I
can’t imagine. Then there is $124 for
clocks, and the last item is $2,100 to Rev,
Lachlan Taylor. I don’t object to that
item, for I think he earns his money. It
is gratifying to find that the Ministry do
not attempt to defend this large expendi-
ture, increasing expenditure, extraordi-
nary expenditure; at all events, we must_
give them credit for reducing it this year
in some measure. But on looking over
the estimates we find a large amount in
them this year for the same purpise. It
is time the country should put a stop to
this reckless expenditure. No doubt the
late Government left plenty of money, .
but there will soon be little of it left to
spend.

Hon Mr SCOTT--In the few remarks
I am about to make, I shall commence by
referring to my hon. friend opposite,
where he draws the attention of the
House to the expenses of the London
office. 1 am free to confess that many
of the charges that are made are higher
than the Government thought advisable
to continue, and the cutting down of
those expenses and the re-organising the
office led to the resignation of Mr. Jenkins,
and the placing of a gentleman of more
moderate pretensions in the London
office. Having made this admission, allow
me to go into an analysis of the figures,
snd I think the House will acquit the
Government of any defective policy as
far as the London office is considered.

Hov. Mr, DICKEY— I8 the Governmeat
aware that the lease of the London office,
for which we pay, bas been made outin
Mr. Jenkins’' name or not,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The lease was taken
in the name of Mr. Jenkins by an ar-
rangement with the Government. He
behaved very honourably in the matter.
Although the mode of dispensing with
his services was somewhat prompt, he
behaved with all the honour of & gentle-
man. He did not assert any right or
claim to continue the lease ot the office, .
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but when the office of Agent General was
abolished he declined to act as Immigra-
tion Agent for Canads, and resigned his
position. 1 believe the lease and control
of the office have been transferred to Sir
John Rose.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY~—A very loose way
of doing business.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT — Portions of the
building not used by us are sublet. In
Canada we are not resnonsible for the
reduced number of immigrants in 1874.
Immigration cannot be waolly controlled
by immigration agents or by legislation.

e know that other colonies, New Zealand
or Australis, for instance, offered large
bonuser, and the number of immigrants
they got was extremely limited. There
are times in the United Kingdom and
Europe when labour becomes a drugin
the market, and immigration increases.
From 1870 to 1873 immigration continued
to increase in this country. but in the
latter year it declined. In looking over
the numbers that came {rom the United
Kingdom and the United States and to
Canads, I find the decline of immigration
to the United States was much greater in
proportion than to Canada ; in other words
the decline in the United States was
very nearly 50 per cent., while to Canada
it was not more than 30 per cent. In
1873 the immigration into the United
States from Great Britain was 233,000,
and 1874 it was only 148,000, while the
immigration to the North American colo-
nies was 39,373, against 53,050 in 1873. So
that hon. gentiemen will see that it does
not in any way reflect on our system of
immigration, as the decline in the United
States was in much greater ratio than to
Canada. I have here an analysis of the
various charges on the immigration fund
service in the years 1873-4 and ’75. 1
find the London office expenditure during
the year 1873-4 was $10,136, and the cor-
responding charges for the year 1874-5
was $44,363. Salaries and expenses paid
to agents in the various towns of the
United Kingdom and one in Germany
and two in France, in 1873-74, amounted
to $62,842, and in 1874-75 it amounted to
$55,371, a reduction of over $5,000. The
expenditure for passenger warrant was
increased from $17,706 in 187374 to
$59,830 in 1874.75. Hon. gentlemen will
see there is & very great disproportion in
the expenditure for pasenger wairants
between 187374 and 1874-75, and the
explanation is that it was mainly in con-
equence of an agreement made by the
Hon. Mr. Pope with Mr. Joseph Arch, in
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1872-73, to the effect that the Government
would pay a certain bonus in an arrange~'
ment for passenger warrants to the class -
of agricultural labourers. This bonus:
was somewhere in the neighbourhood of .
$5 Eer head. This arrangement was made :
with Mr. Arch when he was in this
country, and ne was believed to poasess::
great influence with the agricultural
labourers, he being the President of their .
Union. The aid thus pledged to the
Union, through him, by the Canadian
Government directly, caused & very com-
siderable portion of all the immigration
of agricultural labourers to Canada in
1874, The amount paid to outside agen--
cies was $7,000 less, and the amount to
the London office over $30,000 more, as
between the two years named. Since the.
London office has been established, a
library and reading room have been added,
for the use of those persons who visit -
London from this country.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL-I was there
duriog intervals of a inonth, and duri
my absence only one person had vici:g .
the place.

Hon. Mr SCOTT—I am sorry it has not
been more appraciated. I occasionally
see in the columus of the newspapers the
names of Canadians who have regis- -
tered at the London Agency. Incom-
paring the expenditures of 1873-'74, and
with those of 1874'-75, it would be well if
the hon. gentleman had carried the com-
parison further, and consulted the esti-
mates for this year.. He will find that we
have cut down not only the London office,
but we have cut down the outside offices
more than one half, by dispensing with
some agents, and generally reducing all
charges. In round numbers, the amount
allowed to the London office for 1875-6 is
$25,000; outside agents have been re-
duced trom $60,000 to $25,000. This is
as large a reduction as the Government
feel justifi2d in making at once. Of the
$25,000 for the London office, the Prov--
inces contribute $9,000, so that practically
it will cost the Dominion only $15,000 or
$16,000. Some hon. gentlemen have
adverted to the office being in an iacon-
venient position. I believe the site of
the building is shortly to be required by
the Imperial Government, so that if i{ is
not the very best place for our purposes,
an opportunity wili be given to select one
very much better. -
on. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST—
I will now make 2 statement mgre pre-
cise than the one I made from memory of
the expenditure for immigration: = Ior
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1870 it was $56,548 ; in 1871 it was $63,
796; in 1872 it was $126,124 ; in 1875, at a
time when the Eresent Ministry had noth-
ing to do with the department, 1t was
$234,000, instead of $67,000, as stated by
my hons friend.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY—My hon. friend is
new giving the total expenses of immi-
gration, but the comparison I read was the
expenses of the London office.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dk ST. JUST-—
The comparative expenditure is this: in
1872 the expenditure was $126,124; in
1873 it was $234,000; in 1874, the first
year we had the management of an Im-
migration Department, it was $256,279.
The inerease is owing te the amount paid-
for Menonite transportation, but out of
which there was: a réﬁmci‘ of $5,000,
which, being deducted, l6ft the total ex-
penditure for the servide of immigraticn
the rame 1n 1874 as'it was in 1873, before
the increase of expenditure, consequent
on the removal of the London office to
Westminster. On the expenditure of the
London office during the last year there
is 8 deduction of $9,000, being the pro-
portion paid by the Provinces. When it
wps found that the expenditure of the
Tondon office became too high, the Gov-
ernment took steps to curteil it, and I
must say the steps we did take were
taken very reluctantly. If there were
some delays it was only what was due to a
gentleman of Mr. Jenkins’ standing.
The steps taken were in the direction the
public had a right to expect. At this
moment there is in this country in certain
qusrters a feeling of discontent against
immigration, foreign labourers being
brought in, when there are so many of
our own people out of employment. But
no man will say we should take steps to
discourage immigration altogether, so
long as we have s0 mauch fertile territory
to colonize in the Northwest. I believe
if these accounts are looked into with a
willingness to render justice to the Gov-
ernmeent, the House, as well as the public
will feel we have done our best to secure
a good class of immigration to this coun
try. Some complain that we have the
scum of the immigrants that come to this
country ; this is not the case. Great praise
is que tlie agents for the class of immi-
grants we get, but we cannot prevent a
bad class from coming to the.country who
come on their own account. Such char.
scters do not generally come by the St.
lawrence, but by New York and Boston,
where they find that wages are low and
they come over: to Canada. 'Almost all
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the labourers who have come to Caunada™
from our agents have been immediately
employed,

Hon. Mr. SMITH—Are these Menon-
ites subject to the same laws as other
subjects?

on. Mr. LETEi LIER De ST. JUST—
They come under the laws of the country,
but they are exempted from certain mili-
tary duties by a provision of a statute.

Hon. Mr, SMYTH—Are they eutitled to
vote?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dk ST. JUST—
That is not affected by their military ex-
emption, and will depend upon the Pro-
vincial legislation.

Hon. Mr. SMITH—I question very
much whether it is prudent to give large
tratts of land to immigrants of this kind.
I find they have got at least ten or twelve
townships in a block. Tley have all the
rights and privileges of the masjority of
Her Majesty’s subjects, but in case of war
they will not take up arms in defence of
the country. Thisis a privilege I think
should not be accorded to any class of
immigrante, and it is an injustice to the
other portion of Her Majesty’s subjects.
And egain, I do not think you should give
five or ten townships in a block. It may
prove dangerous in case of difficulty, aud
1 question the policy of encouraging these
people to come ‘here. I hope the time
will never corae when a portion of that
country will tell us that we have been
doing wrong. ,

Hon. Mr. REESOR —The Menonites who
settled in Ontario pledged themselves to
the payment of a tax in lieu of the per-
formance of military service. They paid
that tax for a great number of years
during a time of peace,and, as far as they
were concerned, they would willingly
have continued to pay it still. But others
took the matter up and had it removed,
offering as an argument in favour of their
course that we were likely to enjoy a
period of peace for a great number of
years, and it was wrong that this tax
should continue to be imposed. The re-
eult of this movement was that the tax
was removed. The policy of Canada and
of the United States has always beecn to
cffer every inducement to bring them to
the country. They belong to that class
of people that produce a good deal more
than they consume, and thereby add to
the national wealth. It was the:coafi-
dence the people had in them that in-
duced the Government to exsmpt them
fiom military service, and it wag this gua-
rantee that brought thess peéple to Ca-
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nada instead of going to .the United
States, the county of Waterloo
and the county of York I have never
known in a single instance in which any
of these Menonites have been brought up
for an offence against the law, and they
have never occasioned any expense to the
community on account of the adminis-
tration of justice. These reasons I think
justify the action of the Government.
The security for $100,000, as far as I can
see, is ample. The bonds are signed by
some of the wealthiest men in Canada,
and a part of their religion is that they
shall deal honestly with each other and
their neighbours. :
The motion was carried.

THE INSOLVENT ACT OF 1875.

Hon, Mr. BUREAU moved the follow-
ing :—That a Select Committee be ap-
pointed to inquire into the working of
“The Insolvent Act of 1875,” and to re-
port what amendments thereto, if any
appear to be advisable, with power to
send for persons, papers and records.
In making the motion, he said :—Early in
the commencement of the session I gave
notice of a motion for the appointment of
a Select Committee to inquire into the
working of the Insolvent Act of last year.
‘We can remember the way that Act was
passed last session. The House of Com-
mons spent about two meonths in con-
sidering that very important question.
We were compelled to pass it in one day
en bloc, and this has always been the case
in reference to measures of that nature.
I see by different reports that steps have
been taken to ascertain what it is neces-
sary this House should do to advance the
interests of the country, and enable us to
give all due consideration to public busi-
ness. In 1863 a resolution was adopted,
on motion of Hon. Mr. Ferguson Blair,
seconded by Hon. Mr. Letellier de St.
Just, directing that any further proceed-
ings upon every Bill which had been
presented to the House during that ses-
sion should be suspended on the day on
which Parliament should be prorogued,
in order that the promoters might pro-
ceed with the same Bills at the next ses-
sion of Parliament. In 1863, on motion
of Hon. Mr. Campbell, seconded by Hon.
Sir E. P. Tache, the same resolution was
adopted. There was a report adopted in
1868 which shows the matter had been
thoroughly examined. The report is that
of a Select Committee, of which the hon,
member from Kingston was chairman,
appoinbgd to consider and report whether
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by any alterations in the forms and pro-
ceedings of this House the despatch of
public business could be more effectually
promoted. In their report the Committee
come to no conclusion whatever, and the
whole matter is still one for much con.
sideration on our part. Last year, near
the end of the session, when there was no
time to consider the measure, the Insol-
vent Act was brought down. There is no
doubt there were a great many errors in
the Bill, and a number of sections opposed
to each other, which, of course, must be
amended, but my intention is not to have
& Committee of Inquiry into that matter.
I think in a few days you will have sent
to the Senate a number of amendments .
that are certainly necessary. I would
like to state the opinion of Earl Grey on
this- same difficulty we have here experi-
enced. I will quote from a speech made
in 1871, in which he says: “ He believed
that all their lordships were prepared to
sacrifice their private convenience for the
sake of public advantage; but the evil
was, that at a late iod of the session
imp};)rtant ;neasures oould m‘ti - receive
such consideration as to guard .agsinst
hasty and imperfect legislation. Not only
was it difficult to obtain the attendance
of their lordships when the session had
lasted six or seven months, but in the
other House it was still more difficult to
obtain a proper attendance, so that their
lordships’ amendments might have justice
done them. Within the last three or four
years important measures have been lost
through the impossibility of their lord-
ships’ amendments being properly oon~
sidered. To remedy this crying evil some
had proposed that a r number of
measures should be inifiated in their
lordships’ House ; but from its oonstitu-
tion that House, with the exception' of
particular classes of Bills which might
usefully begin here, was more suitable for
reconsidering and revising than for origi-
nating legislation, and he feared no great
amount of time would be saved by the
introduction of important measures here
in the first instance.”

And he goes ou to say that in the in-
terest of the country it would be better
when an imporsant measure was brought
down at the end of the session to leave it
to stand until the next session. I see
also, by the report of & Belect Come
mittee of the House of Commons ap-
pointed last year, that they took that
matter into consideration. The commit-
tee was entitled * A Committee appointed
to oonsider whether any and what means
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can be -adopted to improve the manner
and language of current legislation.”” Be-
fore that committee, whase report was
adopted by the House of Commons, Mr.
-ghackson was questioned and answered

U =

% Would anything be gained by allowing
& Consalidation Act to be taken up in a
second seesion at the point it had reached
in the previous session ?

“Thet involves the constitutional ques-
tion which has been before Parliament
upon previous occasions, The proposition
to suepend Bills from one session to
another has not hitherto found favour
with Perliament, but it is an important
question.”

Now I will quote another opinion on
the same subject— that of Mr. Rathbone,
of the British Parlisment. The question
wag . pyt to hum ;—* Would it not be desis
rahle to . have. this ement—that
supposing our Bills went up to the House
of lords se late that they could not go
through this revision by the revising
oounsel ; or lup%ﬁng a Bill comes down
to us from the House of Lords in the
same way, would it not be advisable to
allow thoee bills to be considered in the
nexh aession ?’’—to which he .replied :(—
“I do moé think the House of Comamons
would submis to the House of Lords lay-
ing shelr Bills sside to be considered in a
:ltlx%lequentv session. They would thiuk
that it wee only another way of allowing
the House. of. Lords to get rid of a Bill
which they did not wish to pass but to
which they do not see a complete answer,
and it would be another way of obstruct-
ing legialation.

“You do not think that it would be
possible to improve our legislation by the
adoftion of that system?

“] do not think so. .I have said that
it weuld be of some benefit for the House
of Lords to have counsel to advise them
u the Bills which come irom the

mmons in sufficient time.”

There is the opinion, on the same sub-
Jeot, of Mr. Eustace Smith:—

“Do you think it would facilitate such
& praoess to allow a Bill to go on from
session to session without beginning de
novo et the beginning of each session ?

“] do not think Parliament would
listen to that, and think they would be
right. }s:ach session must bear its own

-] think we should find this was also the

pinion of the hon. gentleman from

gvton if we read his report. It seems
to. me {0 be our duty to amend the In-

Cowrtenay Bay
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solvent Bill, as it waa neglected by us last
session. It was for this n that I
introduced another Bill which will also
come up to-day. I thought I ought fo
give my explanation on this matter, but
it is my duty now to ask leave of this
homeurable House to withdraw my motion.
I intend to bring in a Bill to amend the
Insolvent Act of last year.

The hon. gentleman was granted leave
to withdraw his motion,
THR INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY—(OURTENAY

BAY EXTENSION.

Hon. Mr, DEVER moved that an
humble address be presented to his Ex-
cellency the Governor-General, praying
that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this House all correspondence be-
tween the authorities of the City of St.
John, N.B,, and the Dominion Govern-
ment, in the matter of the Courtenay Bay
Extepsion of the Intercelonial Railway to
the Ballast Wharf and ground requirel
for the works ; aleo, a statement showing
the amount already expended thereon,
He said=-The motion which I have the
bonour of introducing is one in which I
am most anxioys every member of the
Sepate will take a deep interest, inasmuch
a8 it relates to a portion of a great publie
work, known as the Intercolonial Rail-
way, of this Dominion—a work to which
each of us, as well ag every individual in
this country, is contributing a large share
of their means, and thereby necessarily
called on to see that none of those means
are squandered or misused in the con-
struction of any part of that property by
anybody, much less by the Goverment
the country has intrusted with its oare.
The Intercolonial Railway, in one of its
brenches, is intended to terminate at
the seaport city of Halifax, N. S, aud in
another a4 the city of St. John, N, B, The
latter bramch is the subject I wish to
dwell on now, since I and others believe
there is_great fault to be found with the
manner in whick the Government of $he
day is treating that work. To give you s
complete knowledge of this matter let. me
say that the late Gaovernment of Canade
by sheir engineers, projected, after long
and careful examination, and then ad:
vanced nearly to completion, the pisce
of railway known as the Courtenay Bay
Extension, running from the main Inter-
colonjal Railway in the rear of the city
of St. John, through property and houses
which had to be purchased andoleared

away, &t great ex along by the
oaste'rn shore of a miy known as the
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Courtenay Bay,some two miles and better
to the Ballast Wharf and grounds —a
situation pronounced by the Government
eugineers as being the proper one for the
necessary accommodation of deep water
heavy freight shipping. Wharves have
been built, and rails laid on a large por-
tion of the road; lands were taken and a
good deal of confusion made by obstruct«
ing property and rights of citizens; when,
all at once, by some hidden hand or in-
terest, the work was suspended by the
present Government, and remains now in
a very forlorn state. The people’s money
is being lost; and even from a letter I
hold in my hand, all applications from the
City authorities are studiously not replied
to, notwithstanding the statement made a
few days ago by the Hon. the Minister of
State, that the blame for not having ihe
work completed years ago was attribut-
able to the city of St. John desiring to
make a large speculation out of the Do-
minion Government.
The letter in question reads thus :—

“Mavor's OrFricg, City St. JonN, N.B.
22nd Feb., 1876.

“ Homn. Mr. DevaR:
¢ 8rr,—The answers given to you by the
Hon. Mr. Scott are very lame indeed, and
I cannot think that he answers for the
Government in this matter. I have been
Mayor of this City for two years, and
during that time have tried all in my
r to bring this matter under the
attention of the Government. No price
was talked of, but that the Council were
willing to treat with Government, and, if
not satisfactory, to leave the matter to
mutual arbitration ; 'but I cannot get any
satisfaction—not even areply tomy letters.
“The last answer of Benator Scott is
entirely without foundation in fact, as no
one has ever made inquiries about the
matter, and no one has seen copies of the
oorrespondence except members of the
Government, and the word ¢speculation’
is a positive falsehood.

% A, CaipMax Syite, Mayor.”

Hon, gentlemen, I will now conclude
by saying that I have tried to do my duty
on this important question, and have
nothing left but to prenounce the Gov-
ernment of this Dominion as being in my
opinion wholly at fault in this matter for
allowing themselves,as a Government, to
be influenced by some hidden sFecuhtor,
who wanta to ignore this piece of property
the Government has paid so much for
already, and will have to pay for deatly by
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law suits and damages that must osetninly
follow if they permit themselves: to be
misled by anybody or ¢ Ring” to abandon
this work, in which the city of 8¢. Johnis
80 deeply interested, as against any other
location said “Rimg” may bave in view
to dl:pooe of to the G;'o?'molf?;
similar purposes. Again ore oonolud-
ing I would point out to the members of
the Government, who have ne private
motive to serve in this affair, that sonte
money laid out in labour on the work this
winter would be quite a faveur: to & large
number of people out of employment in
that city, as well as be & great-means
of completing the work at a very reduced
price, which may not offer agaiu fora long
time. :

Hon. Mr. SCOTT~I have noobjection
to the motion of my hon. friend fer the
papers, which will be brought down. I
have nothing further to add to:the an-
swer 1 gave the other day, than that I am
sorry there was any misconstruction of
my obsgervations in regard to this matier.
1f the hon. gentleman will consult the
report of my reply, he will find that I
spoke of former negotiations of the Gov-
ernment. I did notallude to the:present
or past year. The original cause of the
difficulty, as I understand it, was a dif-
ference as to price. As to the present case,
I am not going to make any explanation
whatever. I do not propose to ootamit
myself on a question of Government
policy. Whether they will asclest the
ballast wharf, or any other 1 am
not prepared to say, but they will select
that point which will at once L the most
desirable shipping point.

The motion was carzied.-

THE BANKING LAW.

Hon. Mr. RYAN inquired whether the
returns required by the Acts 34th Vie
toria, cap. 5, and 38th Victoria, oap. 17,
to be made to Government monthly, by
the chartered banks of the  Dominion,
have been and are made regularly by the
said chartered banks; and whether the
nature of any of the returns made gives
reason to apprehend that erronsous or
deceptive statements have at any time
been contained in any such returns. In
doing 80, he said:—This question has
been prompted by no wish to throw dis-
credit on the banking institutions of the
Dominion, because I know they have
always msintained & high position as a
body. Unfortunately exoeptions to - this
rule have ocourred during the past year,
By two Aots respecting banks and bank-

%9



80 Banking

ing, passed within the last five years, the
banks were called upon to make monthly
returns to the Government showing the
position of their affairs and other matters
connected with their administration. The
Government, I presume, by passing that
olause, took under their charge, to a cer-
tain extent, the gafety of the communitly
at large in relation to the banks, and
undertook io protect the publio against
any improper conduct on the part of

managers aud directors. I think
it was an excellent position for the
Government to assume, and that they
should see to the proper administration
of our monetary institutions, which have
80 much to do with the prosperity of the
country, at the same time being careful
not to shackle these institutions with any
undue or improper interference. The
purport of my inquiry is to know hew far
the regulations of the Banking Act have
been complied with, whether the returns
have been made regularly and satisfac-
torily every month, and whether there
bave been any returns coming under the
notice of the Government which would
make & ressonable reader of the returns
question their accuracy, or the accuracy
of preceding returns, and thus direct at-
tention to a deviation on the part of the
bank from the provisions of thelaw. We
have frequently had rumours that some
of the returns were not such as they
ought to bave been in view of the re-
quirements of the law, and, almost simul-
taneous with these rumours, we have had
the failure of one or two or more banks
in the Dominijon. I wish to know whether
the returns were of such a nature that
the approaching insolvency of the bank
might have been foreseen before its down-
fall. I wish to impress on the Govern-
ment that there is imposed on them the
duty of supervising these returns with
great care, and taking some steps, if it
can be done, to prevent the occurrence of
financial catastrophes in the shape of
bank failures. The number of banks to
which disasters have occurred is, I am
glad to say, very small, compared with
the numercus banks chartered and doing
business in the Dominion, At the same
time, it would appear by the statements
made by shareholders that the banks had
been carried on with great recklessness,
and not in accordance with the provisions
of the law, - I consider that the Govern-
ment would be justified in punishing as a
misdemeanour the falsifying of the re-
turns. 1 l::)&e there will be no hesitation
in giving such an answer as will give con.
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fidence to those banks whose business
has been conducted in a proper manner,
and explain to those concerns whose bu-
gincss has been conducted otherwise that
their conduct will not go uninvestigated
by the Government. As yet, I believe
there is but one instance in which the
Government has taken any steps, but I
think it will be useful to the Dominion at
large to know if the Government have
done so, or that they will do so in any
future case calling for their interference.
Hon. Mr. SCOTT—In answer to the
first portion of my hon. friend’s question,
I may say that the banks have made their
returns monthly, in pursuance of the
requirements of the Aot of Parliament.
The one exception to this was the Me-
chanics’ Bank, which during a part of
1875 did not comply with the provisions of
the Act requiring these. statements to be
made. There is .one matter referred to
for which I think the Government should
not be held responsible. My hon. friend
seems to think the object of furnishing
these returns is to enable the Govern-
ment to exercise some degree of scrutiny
over the banking returns. I conceive
that would be a most dangerous power to
be placed in the hands of any Govern-
ment. My hon. friend asks further whe-
ther any circumstances revealed by these
returns indicated the condition of the
institutions. In answer tothat I can only
say it has not been cousidered by the
Government that it was their province to
apalyze and investigate the bank returns.
That is a duty that belongs only to the
shareholders. The next qyestion is whe-
ther the attention of the Government has
been called to any patent defects in the
returns. Alate case is that of the Jacques
Cartier Bank, the returns made by which
were absolutely false, They were not
discovered to be false by the Government,
but by the shareholders of the bank. It
might be wise to have a law that would
require all banks to be inspected, but it
could be only according to a particular
rule applicable to all, in order that the
public mind might not be disturbed or
alarmed at any inquisitorial inspection.
If the shareholders of a bank thought
there was just cause for alarm or the
the statements of the bank were false
they might call on the Government to
make an enquiry, but any such inspection
or enquiry into the affairs of the bank
should originate with the parties inter-
ested. The Act of Parliament did not
contemplate that the Government should
have any kind of supervision or inqui-
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sitorial ers in this matter ; it simply
means that returns shall be made accord-
g to forms agreed upon, and these
returns shall be published in the Official
Gazette. But there is nothing in the Act
to lead one to the conclusion that it is
the Government who should ascertain
whether such returns sre correct or not;
that is the duty of the shareholder or the
bill holder. It may be that the machinery
to enforce such an enquiry is entirely too
cumbersome; it may be that the law
should be amended in that particular, but
whatever is done in reference to the ma-
nagement of our banks should only be
done after the most grave and thoughtful
congideration. Qur banks have, as a rule,
been of very great advantage to this
country, and their soundness has very
rarely been questioned. Unfortunately a
short time ago one or two of the banks
exhibited signs of weakness, but that
would not justify a system of espionage
into the affairs of other banks. No
Government officer should be clothed
with the individual power that would
authorize him at any time, when his
judgment deemed these returns incorrect,
to make an investigation that might cause
alarm to the public and injury to the
institution.

Hon. M1. RY AN—I have not mentioned
the words espionage or inspection, nor
did I contemplate anything of the sort.
My object was simply to call the attention
of the Government to put an Act in
foroe that without any espionage or with-
out any undue annoyance, would deter
banks from making false returns.
‘Why should you call for monthly returns
if they are allowed to lie in your office to
be seen by the public only through the
medium of the Official Gazette; why
should the law prescribe to have these
returns made at all if the Government are
not to take such steps as to secure their
correctness. It is quite certain that banks
have made returns one month, showing a
larger amount of paid up capital than
appeared in the next return; evidently
there must have been some false state-
ment in these returns, of a kind that
must have been obvious to the Depart.
ment to which they were made. I protest
against the words “espionage’” and “in-
speoction,” which are words solely used by
my hon. friend in this connection, and not
by me. I think it is a matter which the
Government should be very properly
called upon to look into. The clause of
%,‘16 Act reapecting false returns, reads as

o)
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#Clause 62, 34th Vie, cap. 5: The
making of any wilfully fajne or deceptive
statement in any account, statemeut, re-
turn, report or other document, respect-
ing the affairs of the bank shall, unless it
amounts to a higher offence, be a misde-
meanor, and any and every President,
Vice President, Director, principal part-
ner en commandite, Auditor, nager,
Cashier, or other officer of the bank,
preparing, signing, approving or concur-
ring in such statement, return, report or
document, or using the same with intent
to deceive or mislead any party, shall he
held. to have wilfully made such false
statement, and shall further be respon-
sible for all damages sustained by such
party in consequence thereof.”

Very few persons read the Canada
Gazette regularly, and it does not reach
one fiftieth part of the shareholders of
banks. The public newspapers sometimes
copy the bank returns. The Govern-
ment, in passing this Act assumed the
responsibility, as it appears to me, that
where there are grave causes for suspi-
cion in such returms, they will look after
them, but that need not be done by
sending an Inspector. If returns ot a
suspicious character come from a bank,
has the Government the right to enquire
into it, and do they do it?

Hon, Mr. SCOTT—I understand it is
the practice of the Department to call
attention only in cases where there is

prima facie evidence that the return is

false, and ask for an explanation.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—~But the explanation
is not published, consequently it is of
no use to the public. How can they
make such a correction as the one I have
mentioned, when the paid up capital is
reported one month as being much larger
than the month following ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—It ie an error I sup-
pose.

Hon., Mr. RYAN—It is no such thing;
it is a false statement to mislead the Gov-
ernment and the public, and [ think the
Government ought to take notice of it.
In referen e to the motions of which I
have given notice on the same subject, as
I understand that the returns of some
of the banks will not be ready for a day
or two, I still postpone the motions until
Friday.

The House adjourned at 6 p.m,
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Orrawa, March 8.

The PRESIDENT took the chair 5 p.m.
Prayers were read,
After routine,

THE PUBLIC PRINTING.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS moved :—That an
bumble Addrees be presented to His Ex-
oellency the Governor General, praying
that he will cause to be laid before this
House, & copy of all correspondence that
has taken place between the contractors
for Departmental Printing and Binding
and the Government on the subject of
their contract; also, that a statement
may be furnished showing the difference
in the rates paid to outside parties for
Printing and Binding, and that paid the
oontraetors for similar work ; also, a state-
ment to show the quautity of printing
performed outside, and by whom, and the
difference in the cost in the aggregate;
also, & statement giving the amount of
stationery purchased in each of the Prov-
inces of the Dominion during the last
year, and the coat and the price for which
gimilar stationery could be furnished by
the Stationery Depsrtment of the Govern-
ment.

It will be within the remembrance of
hon. gentlemen, that when the subject of
Parliamentary Printing was under dis-
cussion last year on ithe report of the
Committee of both Houses, the opinion
was strsngly expressed in this House that
it would greatly facilitate the business of
Parliament if the Parliamentary and De-
partmental Printing were done hy two
different contractors. It was found that
the printing of private and public bills,
sessional papers and returns was often
bebind hand when the contractor was
crowded with work and the business of
Parliament frequentlytwas delayed in con-
sequence. It was also found that the Par-
liamentary printing interfered with the
Departmental work, aud it was recom-
mended that the printing should be done
by two contractors. The Government, it
appears, thought it was not advisable to
adopt the recommendation, and as &
result it has been found that a large
amount of Departmental printing has
been done outside of the contract at
higher rates than are paid to the con-
tractor. I find, on looking over the res
ports of the Postmaster General, that in
the city of Halifax one firm known as the
Citizen Publishing Company have received
during the past year, the large sum of
$10,198 for the performance of Deg::t-
mental printing that should have been
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done by the comiractor. I domot know
who compose the Citizen Publishing Com-
pany, but the name of a gentleman ocou-
E{ying a Government porition in the other
ouse is associated with it. The hon.
members from Nova Scotia must know
by whom the Citizen Publishing Com-
pany is owned and controlled, and they
might be able to give some information on
the subject. ' I find, also, in the oity of
St. John a newspaper known as The
Freeman received last year the sum of
$8,981 for doing Departmental printing
which should bhave been done by the con-
tractor for Departmental printing. I be-
lieve it is very generally known that the
Freeman is owned and edited and con-
trolled by the gentleman who occupies
the prominent position of Speaker in the
other House. It occurs to me as extra-
ordinary that when we have a Depart-
mental printerinstead of that work being
done here it should be done in Halifax, 8t.
John not under contract, not by tender,
but a higher rates than are paid to the
contractor here. In Prince Edward Island,
in the same way, 1 find that a person
named Cavan has received $543 for De-
partmental printing. Who Mr, Cavan is
I d3 not know, but I for one take strong
objection to allowing outside parties to do
printing that should be done, under the
contract, at higher rates than we pay
here. Why should these two or three
newspapers monopolize all this printing
in St John and Halifax when there are
other papers published in those places
it would be interesting to the House to
know. In Halifax two other papers did
departmental printing to the amount of
205, but the rest was all done by the
Citizen Publishing Company. InSs. Joha,
where several newspapers are published,
the Freeman obtained $8,981 of the print-
ing from the Post Office Department, and
why should such a large sum be paid to
this paper while eight papers got only
$338 is beyond my comprehension, If it
is necessary to have priuting done out-
side of the contract, the other papers
should have a share of it. But the toy-
ernment is not justified in obtaining
printing or stationery from outside parties
when it can be obtained at departmental
rates from the contractors and stationery
department. Had the wish of this House,
as expressed in the discussion referred
to, been observed, no necessity could have
existed for having any of this printing
done by outside parties. N
Hon. Mr, SCOTT—In rising to acquiesce
in the granting of this motion, I oonour
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in a good deal of what has fallen from my
hon. friend, that it would be very much
better if all the printing and all the
stationery required for the public offices
should come from the contractor and the
Government stationer.  Unfortunately
when a bad system is once inaugurated
it is extremely difficult to correct it. I
find that ever since Confederation the
practice of the former Government was to
give out to offices in various cities in the
Dominion printing and advertising, and
to leave the purchase of stationery to the
discretion of the head officers of the de-
partments. In the department to which
the hon. gentleman has made special
reference—the Post Office Department—
I find that the system has always pre-
vailed since Confederation of purchasing
the stationery and doing the printing inci-
dental to the postal business in New
Brunswick outside of the contracts. I
have a memoranduin in my hands from
the Public Accounts, showing the sums
paid each year for this service, from 1868,
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and
in some cases the names of the parties to
whom they were paid. One newspaper
concern in Halifax, known as the Reporter,
received during the year 1868 the sum of
$3,588 ; in 1869, $5,540; in 1870, $3,771;
in 1871, $4,000; in 1872, $5,000; and ia
1873, $7,000. TThis paper is owned by
Mr. Croskill. The Public Accounts are
full of just such payments, but I have only
had time to compile a very few. The
present Government have endeavoured
to ivaugurate a new system, and they
have given notice to all parties who have
been doing printing and supplyiog sta-
tionery in the outside Provinces that it
must cease at the end of the preseni half
year, that the printing must all be done
by the contractor, and the stationery must
be furnished by the Government sta-
tioner. The saving of paper in this way
will be very large; the cost to the Gov-
ernment is one-third or one-half less
when furnished by contract than it can
be purchased from individuals in small
-quantities. The gross amouunt paid for
stationery and printing for all the de-
Partments in 1869-70 to parties other
than the Queen's Printer was $20,441.
This is the statement compiled by Mr.
Young, of the Stationer's Department,
but it only embraces that year. The hon,
gentleman objects now strongly to the
Government pursuing a policy that had
its birth with their predecessors. He
himself ocoupied a position in the late
Administration, when an extraordinary
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order was given, a few weeks before they
resigned, and verbally too, to Duvernay
& Co., of the Minerve, for no less than
22,000 copies of the Qrders in Counocil of
the Government, at a price of 40 centas,
about double the amount paid to the con-
tractor, for work that was uot required, as
no person would read it except the few
who were interested. We have endeav-
oured, in any printing that has been done
for us outside of the regular contractor, to
cut down the price, and get the parties
to take contractor’s rates.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL~—The Orders ia
Council had the force of law, and it was
necessary to have them printed and dis-
tributed.

Hon. Mr. ATIKINS—The Departmental
Printer was not in & position to perform
the work at the time it was required, and
t}g;t is the reason it had to be done out-
side.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT—I suppose that is
just the reason why all Governments get
this outside printing done. But what
particular hurry was there to have those
orders printed at that time of the year,
or why should the order be so large?
One of the first reforms this Govern-
ment made after coming into office was
to cut down this kind of printing, and
we saved the country on this one order
some $3,000. We curtailed the order,
but we did what was reasonable and fair
with the parties who had commenced the
work, and at the same time obtained the
publication of sufficient copies of the
volume for those who were interested in
it There is no doubt the establishment
of a stationery department uader Govern-
ment has saved a large amount to the
country. It was inaugurated by Sir John
Rose, and the first year it caused a saving
of $40,000. So far as this printing in the
Lower Provinces is concerned, we unfor-
tunately dropped into the policy of our
predecessors, and continued it. The
reason why the printing ter the Postal
Department in New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia is larger this year than formerly,
is, that a large number of way offices have
been changed into regular offices, which
required more printing, It will afford
some satisfaction to the hon. gentleman
that an order has gone forth from the
Government that this system is to cease,
and the printing is to be done by the
coutractor, at contract rales, and all
stationery is t0 be fumwhgd at contract
rates. Before the change in the Govern-
ment took place, I find that Robertson,
Roger, & Co. received an order from the

Printing.
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Postmaster-General for the printing of
books to the extent of $4,900, for which
they were paid in advance. The work
was printed and sent to the binder, and it
was only a few months ago that he got his
pay for it. The books were not required,
and at the present time a large number
of them are unused.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—The hon. gentleman
hss quoted figures to show that the acts
of the previous Government in this respect
were also bad. I will go back as far as
1872 to the Postmaster-General's report,
and show the hon. gentleman that in
place of about $20,0U0, in one year, for
the Post Office Department being spent,
but little more than that sum was spent in
the three previous years, and that differ-
ence is mainly made in 1874, while this
Department was administered by the
present Government.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I did not say in the
Post Office Department.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—The hon. gentle-
man said that was the only Department
which has printing done outside.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—1 may be allowed to
explain that the year 1869-70 was the
only one in which the sums paid by all
Departments were compiled in the Public
Accounts.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS—I have taken the
item of printing, and find this to be the
case: That in Nova Scotia, at Halifex
and 8t. Jobn, in 1872, the amount of
outside work was $7,812; in 1873, $7,739;
in 1874, $10,973. Now, if you take the
aggregats of that, it will be found to come
to about $25,000, just about $5,000 more
than the sum spent for this work by the
department last year, I defy the hon.
gentleman to show that the aggregate for
the three years exceeded the amount
named.

The motion was carried.

THR MONTHLY BANK STATEMENTS.

Hon. Mr. PENNY moved, “thatin the
opinion of this House, it is desirable to
tuke adequate means to secure the accu-
racy of the monthly statements of the
accounts of the banks of the Dominion,
published in the Official Gazette by the

thority of the Auditor General”” The
%?) . gentleman said: We had some dis-
oussion on the subject yesterday, srising
on the question of my hon. friend and col-
league from Montreal, which I think has to
some extent cleared the way for the mo-
tion I have made. It is a matter of ne-
toriety that many unsatisfactory state-
ments have been made by two or three
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banks in the Dominion. What has been
done by some may be done by others, and
there is no question this is a very serious
matter and may, to a large extent, throw
discredit on the country. I meed not go
into the Acts of Parliement bearing on
the subject. The House 1s aware of the
circumstances under which the monthly
bank statements are made. These returns
are of great importance and should point
out the progress of each month’s business,
the profit and loss within a trifle, or at all
events give information with regard to
deposits, &c., 80 as to enable buyers and
sellers and proprietors of bank shares to
judge of the value of their property, The
statements, 1 believe, are required to be
made on oath.

An Hon. Member—~They are not on
oath but on declaration,

Hon. Mr. PENNY ~Well, that is equi-
valent to an oath. They are published in
the Ufficial Gazette, and, being issued by
virtue of an Act of Parliament, it is only
fair they should bear in many respects
the character of official documents. Per-
sons making those reports incur very
great responsibility, and punishment
ought to follow the rendering of false
returns. Unfortunately, however, there
is a difficulty in reaching this kind et
offence. There is no direct contact be-
tween the authority requiring the returus
to be made and the criminal—if he be a
criminal—who makes false statements.
This arises from two or three circum-
stances. ln the first place, the law makes
the offence only a misdemeanor, and in
cases of that class the prosecution as a
general rule is undertaken by the party
who feels himself aggrieved or injured
and not by the Attorney General. - Apart
from that we all know that the Federal
Government has no suthority to prose-
cute. The local Attorneys General take
charge of criminal caser, and therefore
the party who has to entorce the law has
nothing to do with the party who makes
the law. As hon. gentlemen know, we
have had one or two cases of false returns
which have become notorious. The Gov-
ernment intervened with respect to one,
but, if I am not mistaken, the interven-
tion was only to the extent of what law-
yers call “watching the case,”” and it was
evident nothing else could be done. The
local Attorney General wouid not under-
take the case until some complaints were
entered by the parties who felt them:
selves aggrieved. One of the directors
of the bank had the manager arrested and
prosecuted bim on aocount of the false
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return. Our Government then sent down
an inspector who had the books compared
on oath, and verified the fact that a false
statement had been issued, and a local
agent was engaged to watch the case.
The question arises, seeing that the Fe-
deral authorities cannot do mwore under
existing circumstances, whether it is nov
possible to make punishment for the
" offence more ‘certain. I have taken some
‘pains to ascertain whether any of our
aws direct the officers of the Govern-
ment to prosecute in certain cases, and I
find that the Customs laws only make
such provision, but the proceedings under
that law are rather civil than criminal.
The greatest difficulty in this matter is
as to how the Government should arrive
at the verification of a false return. Of
course some statements are false on their
fdce, birt in the majority of cases an ex-
"amination would be nacessary to de-
monstrate the accuracy or the inaccuracy
of the returns. A great deal has been
raid about’the appointment of ingpectors;
but I think the House génerally is of my
mind, that sush a system would mot
answer, In the Unitad States there is
inspection of insurance companies, which
operates in an effective manner. As soon
as suspicious circumstances oceur as to
the manner in which a company is con-
ducting business, an inspector overlooks
its bosks, and accurate information is
gained as to its method of working and
orerations, the expense being charged to
the company. Such companies, however,
do not run in the same manner as banks,
and the system would scarcély a(gply to
the case of the latter. To send a ttovern-
ment Inspector to a bank, the public being
aware of the fact, would be an inconveni-
ence, and ‘probably result in loss. My
hope is to prevent the issue of false re-
turns by providing a surer and swifter
means of punishment, if it can be effected.
I do not, however, propose any special
means; I only desire that this House
should express the opinion that such a
result is desirable, in the hope that the
authorities wiil look into the ‘matter, and
- endeavour to provide some check. But I
shall venture to make one suggestion—
that the offence should be raise¢ from a
misdemeanour to the rank of felony. Such
a course would do something to alarm
persons guilty of those infractions of the
law, and caune them to desist, and it would
also put the Attorneys-General of the
Provinces under the necessity of prose-
cuting, SBupposing that suggestion should
" be cam:;d out, I thitrk it-would be desir-
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able, while'intensifying the punishment, to
concentrate it upon some single indivi-
dual. At preseft all the directors of a
bank are subject to be prosecuted for a
misdemeanour of this class. Now, :ﬁ all
know what directors of banks are, and I
think a great deal of sympathy would be
aroused if half a dosen gentlemen—many
of them known to be incapable of under-
standing accounts—were to be prosecuted
as criminals. There ought to be one man
in & bank conversant with accounts, and
he should be made responsible for .false
returns. I do not think it would be at
all too severe o make a law of the char-
acter I have mentioned. While forgery
is in that category of crime, & false state-
ment, whic%z involves lt)hga i:)drguges of so
many people, ought to be made &) :&uﬂl‘v A1)
grave offence, ﬂ t 4;;1;1;.;9{9:%?” bout
pressing ‘any means by which’ this object
should be attained, I think, the Ho
il agres vith o that -gn;;;tquw
0 be. tal to preyanf: fthe - enormous
frauds etifxbodietg i:? fa{ee. bank statements.
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL~TI agree with my
hon. friend, as to the importance of sec-
uring decurate returns from banks, and I
think he has acted wisely in bringing this
matter before the House. It must in this
way attract the attention of the GGovern-
ment, and perhaps some action in conse-
uence of this motion will be taken by the
overnment in the way of considering how
far the Act requiies smending to secure
the objects in view.” It was very justly
stated by the hon. Secretary of State
yesterday, that these returns were arigin-
ally intended more for the information
of those interested than any other pérson,
and that it was rather for them ‘o inghi-
tute proceedings than thé public pro-
secutor ; tguf. the Governmeni cannot
investiggte of be responsible for the ac-
curacy of the returns which fhe statute-
required to be made, and which they re«
ceived and lfmblished ; and that ,tezgn in
that way, they were a very great advan-
tage, because the neces:;{ of making a
return is constantly before o ift charge
of banks and operates in thal way asa
salutary check. But my hon. friend desires
to see whether we cannot go further
in the way of securing more accuracy, and
he suggests we should punish those mak-
ing inaccurate returns, That would be
a 'difficult |thing to do, but it might
be effected. The statements are sent in
to the auditor. Would it not be ible
to make it the dug gf 'tl') officer, in
¢mse he seds reason oubt "HCOUracy
of any return, to make an 'dﬂ‘xﬁv?t sot-

Statements.
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ting forth the fact and submit it to the
‘Minister of Justice? Then it should be
‘the latter's duty, if he considers it neces-
sary, t0 recommend to the Govérnor Ge-
‘hérdl thut the accuracy of the statement
‘In question should be tested. The system.
of ‘¥énding inspectors to insurance com-
‘padies, which has been alluded to, would
‘not angwer here ; it would be repugrant
‘to dur ideas of what is right and an inter-
ference with private affairs which would
not ptove acceptable to the general pub-
lic. But 1t would be quite another thing
whére guspicion bad arisen and a respon-
‘sible officer had made an affidavit to the
“effect that an examination of the state-
ment was wdvisable, A strong affidavit
‘should be required ; it should set forth
that the return was calculated to do
injary to the stockholders of the bank or
the public. This suggestion, it seems to
me, is worthy of consideration as one
means of getting the wished-for aceuracy
in these monthly statements. If after
examination the suspicion of the Auditor-
General was confirmed, it would be within
the duty of the Minister of Justice to
suggest, 1 presume, to the Governor-Ge-
nerhl that the Attorney~General of the
Province in which the headquarters of
the bauk are should take criminal pro-
ceedings against the officers of the bank.
Such an amendment of the law might be
effected. 1t would not be attended with
the evils'of the inspection system proper,
'which, a8 my hon. friend the Secretary
of State remarked,;would be likely to
bring about & system of espionage con-
trary to the feelings of the country. Sur-
rounded with the protections I have in-
dicated, this ‘plan might be safely fol-
lofred and the suspested statement would
be quickly tested and punishment swiftly
fotlow if 1t'is found to be false. If that
duty is-made incumbent upon the Au-
ditor-General his familiarity with the
statemreiits month after month will per
haps enable him to detect quicker than
any other tgermn any inaccuraty. Asto
whether the orime should be changed
from tisdemeanor to felony,.I have
not ‘considered that question. If such
change was made no doubt the At
torneys-General would see it was their
duty to prosecute. I venture to make
this suggestion to the Government, who
will perhaps agree that it is necessary to
take the steps proposed in the resolution.
I myself concur in its suggestion that it is
degit'sblp to take means to secure. the
acouiicy of the returns. The motion
dodi 0ot point gut what the meana should
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be, and it would not be proper or useful
at this stage to suggest anything,
Hou. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST—

By some conversation which I had with

the hon. mover on this matter, I under-
stand he does not intend to propose any
resolution, but that he desires to get an
expression from the members of this
House on the subject of the inspection
of banks. I don’t think I quite under-
stood my hon. friend, the leader of the
Opposition, when he said an inspection
could be made by persons authorized by
Order in Council. My hon. friend must
be aware that there is no law to authorize
any such investigation. What has hap-
pened of late has brought the people to
think that some adequate measures
should be adopted to protect their in-
terests, and anything that cau be done to
place the credit of the banks in a more
responsible position in the eyes of the
country is certainly a benefit. I do not
intend to follow this question any further
than to say that banks are, to a certain
extent, private institutions. Though
dealing with the public, they are (grivate
chartered corporations, and the Govern-
ment cannot take upon themselves to
search rigidly into their private affairs.
There must be no espionage in looking
mﬁ: security given to the public by the

Hon, Mr. MoFARLANE — There can
be no doubt that the returns from the
banks, as published in the Official Gazette,
are calculated to mislead persons accus-
tomed to refer to these returns for infor-
mation as to the paid-up capital, resources,
aud condition of the banking institutions
of the country; and the enquiry of my
hon. friend from Montreal, it is to be
hoped, will have the effect of making
these returns in future more perfect and
reliable, My hon. friend’s application
should, however, have gone somewhat
farther, and expressed a desire that
greater accuracy should also be secured
in the Government returns of the trade
and finances of the country, as given
monthly in the Official Gazetle, which are
often found to be largely inaccurate and
calculated to mislead.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST-—
It is almost impossible to give these re-
turns correctly in monthly statemeénts.
This is the reason why these statements
in the Canada Gazette are so frequently at
variance with the Public Accounts. Since
Confederation these returns never corres-
ponded with the Public Accounts, and
that is due to the lateness at which some
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of them have to be made, and they are
received too late to appear at the proper
time. There may be some necessity for
adopting a different mode of collecting
and publishing these returns at short
Periods, that they may be given more
correctly than we can give them at the
present time.

Hon. Mr. READ—It seems to me that
there is some necessity for a different
system of returns. It brings to my mind
a little affair that was brought out last
session: It seems strange that the banks
when they have moneys of the Govern-
ment jn their hands, cannot tell, or the
Government cannot téll, where it is, or
what the amount is. It will be remem-
bered that last year subsequent returns
Wwere called for of moneys in the Canadian
banks, in. England, belonging to the Gov-
ernment, and when these returns came
down, we found that one bank had no less
than $2,190,000 in their hands that did
not appear. It seems to me that this
bank ought to have known that they had
this amount of money belonging to the
Government. It is true it was at the
English Agency, but they must have
known they had it. Another bank had
$486,000, of which it made no return.
Another had $730,000. These banks
could certainly have given this return.
Another had $243,333 of the money of
the Government, of which they made no
return; and another bank $243,333—in
all, $3,893,333. All this money was at the

nglish Agencies; but it is very strange
that the banks could not have given this
information, The banking question is
one that is beginning to engage the atten-
tion of the country, and it is time we com-
menced to talk about it,as in a very short
f)eriod all the charters expire, ahd a new
aw must be passed. The returns of the
Government moneys in the hands of the

anks here are generally correst, for we

ave the means of checking them; but
as to the amount of specie, interest, note
circulation, or the amount the directors
may have on discount, these are matters
that should be given correctly.

Hon, Mr. RYAN—The object of my
question yesterday was entirely in the
direction of my hon. friend’s motion, and
I am great'y pleased at noticing the much
more wiiling spirit with which the Govern-
ment seem to entertain some possible
project for the improyement in the re-
turns 'tqday. There seemed to be a
disposition yesterday — whether it was

ause we were close on our dinner
hour, and were not then disposed to dis-
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Convtuntcution: g
ouss, questions patiently, T know notix
there seemed a disposition’ to aveid an
encouraging reply to my enqnir{; ‘but I
am pleased at the manner in which sug-
gestions very similar in charactér have
been received to-day, giving. as it does,
encouragement to hope that the matter
will. be attended to by the Government.’
It is very desirable that meastres should
be adopted for the punishmert of officers
or directors who send in or connive at
false returns. ' o )
Hon. Mr. PENNY—My miain objéct is:
to ehow that the disposition of this House
18 to have some steps taken to preévent
these very gross frauds on the public;
and I daresay that object will be attaine:
by the discussion that has taken place,

‘as well as if this motion were csrried in a

forma! manner. I would say inspection
might be ordered under certain oircum-,
stances, when the returns appear to the
Auditor-General to neocessitate it. " He
can observe when there is an .unusial
falling off or discrepancy in the state«

ments, but I think the worst kind of
false retaurns are those where nothing of

theé kind appears on the face of them.,
For instance, there is & bank whose gold,
specie, and Dominion notes were repre-
sented at something like a million of
dollars in the returns, but when the doors
were closed it was found that there was
not over $2,000. Such frauds dre not
likely to be discovered by the Auditor-
(eneral or any of his officers, and these
are the very worst. I think an inspec-
tion might very well be made on the
demand of a certain number of share-
holders, representing a certain amount
of stock, o

The motion was withdrawn.

WINTER COMMUNICATION WH'H PRINCE
EDWARD ISLAND,

Hon, Mr. HAYTHORNE enquired of
the Ministry what course is intended to
be pursued in fulfilment of the terms of
Confederation between the Dominion and
Prince Edward Island, with refefence to
the steam communication in winter be-.
tween that Province and the mainland 7'
He suid—As the subject to which the
notice I have given reéfers has been
brought before the House on former occa-’
sions, it will be unnecessary for me now
to go into any lengthened detail. I must,
however, premise that so long ago as the
year 1869 it became my duty, as a member
of the Lacal Government of Prince Ed-
ward Island, to discuss the question of
winter steam navigation with the Hon.



Mr. Tilley, now Lieutenant-Governor of
New Brunswick, who was deputed to visit
the Island with & view to bring about its
Confederation with the Dominion; and
some months later steam communication,
winter and summer, formed an im t
item of the better terms offered by Sir
Jobn Macdonald’s Government. These
termsa were not accepted, arid the subject
remained in abeyance until early in 1873.
It then became my duty to visit this
c¢apital, in company with the hon. gentle-
man Who now holds the position of Min-
ister of the Interior, with a view to Con-
federation, - Honourable gentlemeén are
aware that in that year terms of Confede-
ration, of which the performance of the
wirfter ateain service was one, were agreed
t0. The first attempt to fulfil those terms
was by entering into a contract with a
person named King who placed & vessel
on the station which proved to be entirely
unfit for the service. In consequence his
contract was cancelled about a year ago.
Abci::l guit tlm:ﬂﬁlgx;n Sewel(l;dos Qt:;abec,
visi ttawa, a model and spe-
cification of a stenmsghip intended for
the winter navigation of the Gulf of St.
Lawrence. This model met very general
approval, and when honourable gentle-
men loft for their homes it was pretty
generally understood tbat a contract
would be entered into with Mr. Sewell for
the performance of the winter service.
In the course of last summer, however,
something transpired which preventeé
this arrangement from taking effect.
Later last autumn I became aware of the
fact that the Government was negotiating
with certain parties in Prince Edward
Island to build a vessel for this service in
Great Britain which would be at the dis-
posal of the Government. When I ar-
rived at Ottawa this winter to attend to
my legislative duties, I was under the
impression that a contract had been en-
tered into, but"subs:guently it turned out
that the parties had been unable to ob-
tain in Great Britain a vessel of a kind
suited for the service to be ready for next
sutumn ; consequently the affair had once
more fallen through, and no advance has
yot been mude to carry these terms of
Confederation into effect. A few days
ago certain members of Parliament, of
both Houses, met together and addressed
& brief memorial to the Premier setting
forth these circumstances, and suggesting
as all attempts to have the service per-
formed by contract had failed, the best
course to pursue was for the Government
to build, own and run a vessel themselves,
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The unusual nature of the service was
also referred to, and it was shown that if
any works, breakwaters or piers would be
required the Governtnent would be in
the best position to ascertain what would
be necessary. That memorial was signed
by seven out of the ten members and
Senators from Prince Edward Island ; of
the remaining three, one was absent, and
the other two were not asked to sign it.
I cannot speak as to the course of the
Government, but I understand that they
are not disposed to adopt the suggestions
of the memorial. I am deeply concerned,
‘personally concerned in seeing these con-
siderations guaranteed to us under Con-
federation carried into effect, and there-
fore I would most reluctantly return to
my home and be obliged to tell the people
of my Province that this important part
of the terms of Confederation is still in
abeyance. I therefore -deem it my duty
to ask the Government whether they in-
tend to trifle any longer with the people
of Prince Edward Island on this question
or not, It is one which is very imper-
fectly understood by gentlemen of the
“‘Upper Provinces. If a cordon could bo
drawn round the Province of Ontario, and
the exit or entrance of mails and pas-
sengers could be thus prevented, on some
occasions for ten days or more together,
it would somewhat resemble the state of
things which frequently occurs in the
Prince Edward Island winters—and which
will continue until & suitable steamship
is placed on the station, In fact our posi-
tion in the winter months does not differ
materially from that of our British ances-
tors in the days of the Csesars, when they
were described as *almost cut off from
the rest of the world.”

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND-I have much
gleasure in supporting the action taken

y my hon. colleague from Prince Edward
Island relative to getting a point blank
statement from the Government as to
their intentions respecting the carryin,
of winter mails between Pripce Edwar
Island and the mainland. Hon. gentle-
men can readily understand the difficul-
ties that have to be contended with in
bringing mails and passengers from Prince
Edward Island to New Brumswick after
the ordinary navigation closes, and also
the risk of life to which the members of
the Senate and House of Commons are
exposed in coming to take their place in
this Parliament. During the present session
my hon. friend who preceded me, the
members in the Commons and myself were

from the first of February until the sixth
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on the Guif shore in a farmer’s dwelling
house awaiting an opportunity to cross,
and when we did cross it was at the im-
minent peril of our lives. One of the
boats in which we were making our pas-
Bage was very nearly swamped in conse-
quence of a storm which geparated the
ice and left us in an open sheet of water,
with a strong south west wind blowing. If
it were not for the skill a courage of the
boatmen a pumber of us would never
have seen the shore—perhaps some of. us
would not have been greatly lamented in
this House. One of the principal articles
of Confederation with the Dominion was
that we should be furnished with an effi-
cient mail service across the straits, winter
and summer. Now we have been a por-
tion of the Dominion since the first of
Julw 1873, and we are just as far from
that article of the treaty being carried
into operation as we were the day the
Queen’s proclamation took effect. It may
seem & tr.fling matter to the Dominion
Government. They move in other weighty
questions and take action on them, but
as regards Prince Edward Island and its
100,000 people cut off from comaiunica-
tion with the mainland, our interests are
neglected and overlooked. It is believed
by scientific men that if a proper steam
boat were constructed on the same prin-
ciple as vessels that are sent on Arctic
expeditions, or those engaged in the seal
fisheries, regular communication with the
mainland could be maintained the whole
winter. If the Government only took
the interest in the question which I con-
tend they should do, we would not be in
the unfortunate condition we now are.
By the establishment of this service it
would add at least a month to our
autumn and & month to our spring busi
ness season. The only way we can get
justice is by constant agitation, like the
widow who appealed to the unjust judge.

Hon, Mr. MILLAR—Send a delegation
to England.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND -No! No! We
have a little faith in the Government yet.
They have tried several experiments to
get the service performed by contract.
King’s contract with the vessel Royal
Albert was the first; then we had the
contract which was entered into with
Sewell, which was subsequently cancelled
in consequence of his insisting on having
the landing places on the New Bruns-
wick and Prince Edward Island shores
built by the Government. Very lately we
were in hoFe that & company in Prince
Edward Island wounld be ready with
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a boat constructed on the Clyde for
next winter, but our hopes were again
dashed to the ground. Now the only
way is for the Goverament of the Domin-
ion to take the matter into their own
hands, for 1t isan experiment that rhust
be tried and proved. Capitalisis are not
likely to go into such a doubtful specula-
tion withot receiving a very large grant
out of the Dominion revenue. As a general
rule, I do not approve of the Government
owning and runcing steamers, but this is
a peculiar cese, and I trust before navi-
gation closes next year the Government
will bave purchased a steamerand puf
it on the service efficiently and properly
manned, so that the people of Prince
Edward Island wiil no longer consider
they are being trifled with.

Hon, Mr. MONTGOMERY —This is a
question in which the inhabitants of
Prince Edward Island are much interest-
e¢d. When they entered into Confedera-
tion steam communication between the
island snd the mainland was a part of the
terms, but three winters have passed and
this cond:tion is not yet fulfilled. It is
true the Government have made efforts
to carry out the pledge by entering into
contracts with persons to perform the
service and that the contractors have
failed to do the work. It requires a
special kind of boat for winter crossing,
and as far as T can judge the one designed
by Mr. Sewell of Quebec was well adapted
for the purpose. If the Government wete
really aware of the hardships which pas-
sengers have at present to endure, I think
they would exert themselves a little more
to give the people that meoans of com-
munication with the mainland to which
they are entitled. The number of pas-
sengors who crossed the Straits last
winter was between 500 and 600, but if
there were proper facilities for making
the passage that number would be largely
augmented. As things are at prezent,
no one attempts to cross unless he has
imperative business. The Government
must have saved a considerable sum by
not affording this service, and it might be
applied now to procuring an appropriate
steamer to make the winter passage. A
contract w.s entered into with Mr. King,
and some thousauds of dollars were paid
him for doing nothing. That gentleman’s
boat was not fit for the service, being
something like the boats at St. John
which carry woad down the river. The
Government was evidently imposed upon
in this matter, and if another contract
be entered into they sbould agree upon
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a proper model and have the boat con-
structed in accordance therewith, I
should, however, have greatly preferred
that Government should have adopted
the advice of the Senators and members
of the Island Province as expressed in the
memorial referred to by the hon. Sen-
tor who introduced the subjeot, and con-
ducted the winter service themselves by
building & suitable steamship and running
it on their ownaccount. I trust they will
take action immediately and not allow
another winter to pass without securing
this accommodation to the people of
Prince Edward Island. -
Hon. Mr LETELLIER Dk ST. JUST.—
In answer to the enquiry, I would say that
the Government are very anxious that
anything which was promised at the time
of the annexation of the Island should
receive due consideration, aud I believe
if hon. members will look fairly into this
matter they will find we have taken many
steps to try and secure this accommoda-
tion. I do not deny the hardships experi-
enced from not having this boat during
the past three winters, but [ am quite
sure that the hon. members do not pre-
tend that the boat should have been con-
structed the first year after annexation.
This winter navigation of the straits is
quite an experimental affair, and requires
a steamer of a special class which cannot
at once be found. The facts of the matter
are these : Immediately upon this Gov-
ernment’s accession to power, they en-
deavoured to comply as much as possible
with the terms of Confederation in regard
to the Island. Tenders were asked for,
and Mr. King came forward, and offered
to place a boat at the disposal of the
Government, which would fulfil the ser-
vice for the first winter, and that he
wou'd construct a more suitable steamer
for the following year. The boat, how-
ever, proved unfit for the service,and Mr.
King could not perform the other part of
his agreement. The Government then
received intimation that a gentleman in
Quebeoc, possessing the skill and qualifica-
tions to go into an enterprise of
this kind, was prepared ~to tuild a
boat. His model was shown uot only to
the members for Prince Edward Island,
but those of other Provinces, and it was
universally agreed that it was a good one
and would answer the requirements of the
service. Mr. Sewell therefore obtained
the contract in the beginning of 1675 for
the sum, if I recollect aright, of $25,000.
After his contract was ratified, however,
he informed the Government late in the
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summer following that he would not
perform it unless jetties or piers were
placed on both sides of the straits, so as
to make the landing more secure and
comfortable for himself and easier for the
execution of his contract. This was quite
a change in the agreement. If he had
gone on with the work and had brought
this matter forward later, the Govern-
ment might have taken it into consider-
ation ; but this additional work was a
large undertaking, and it was said by
persons familiar with the subject, could
not be done for $30,000, which was Mr.
Sewell’s estimate. That gentleman then
said he would not carry out his contract
unless these piers were built. Well, what
was the position of the Government ? Did
their conduct imply any unwillingness to
comply with the terms of Prince Edward
Island’s annexation ? We had secured
the contract and put thé work in the
hands of the man—a fact acknowledged
by those most interested in the service —
best adapted to perform it. After this
second failure, we were informed that
parties in the Island were willing
to construct a suitable boat. Two
tenders were received from them
one $20,000, and the other $15,000.
The latter offer was made by a company
which holds a very creditable position as
to financial ability, end the contract was
awarded them, but unfortunately they dis-
covered a boat could not be built on the
Clyde according to the model in the time
allowed. We had stipulated that it should
be ready for the gervice next winter, but
they notified us that they could not per-
form the contract under that obligation.
Correspondence ensued between these
gentlemen, other parties and the Govern-
ment, by which it was intimated that if
the time was extended they would provide
for a temporary boat next winter, and
have the special steamer ready for the
succeeding year. Upon this point the
Government have not yet made any de-
cision, I regret most sincerely that we
have not been able to carry out the obli-
gation before this time, but the represen-
tatives of the Province must acknowledge
the great difficulties under which we
have laboured, not because we were re-
miss in our duty in this respect, but
because the parties who were generally
congidered the most competent have
been unable to fulfil their contract in the
prescribed time, and because of the ex-
ceptional service necessary for this win-
ter navigation. The Government will
lose no time or opportunity in trying to
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keep faith with Prince Edward Island,
which will receive as much consideration
ab our hands as any of the larger Pro-
vinces. The size of the Province, I may
remark in conclusion, has nothing to do
In & question of this kind ; the Govern-
ment will endeavour to carry out the
terms agreed upon at the time of the
Island joining our Confederation.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE—The hon.

entleman stated that one of the tenders
or Prince Edward Island was for $20,000.
- The parties wto made that offer were
Prepared to carry it out and have a
steamghip of British build ready in time
for next winter's service. What the hon.
gentleman stated in reference to that
Particular was not strictly in conformity
with the fact—I have no doubt he over-
looked it. I quite understand the posi-
tion of the Government. They decline
taking the personal responsibility of carry-
1ng out this work, for fear it should turn
out another fiasco. They wanted a con-
tractor, so that if the work fell through he
would act as a buffer between them and
public indignation. They have disappoint-
ed the public tbree iimes—a fact which
if again repeated will not be forgotten at
the next general election.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER D& ST. JUST.---

I omitted to state that the $20,000 tender
offered to have the steamer ready in the
time prescribed. That amount, however,
was $5,000 more than the lowest tender,
which was the reason why the former was
not adopted. The firm making it promis-
ed to comply with the contract in the
same way, and complete it in the same
time as those who offered for $20,000.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL introduced a Bill to
amen] the Act of incorporation of the
Bank of St. Jean Baptiste which was read
the first time

Hon. Mr, BELLEROSE introduced a
Bill entitled an “ Act to incorporate the
Brothers of Christiaa Schools of Canada,”
which was read the first time,

CAMPBBLL'3 RELIEP BILL,

Hon. Mr. REESOR moved the second
reading of Campbell’s Relief Bill, which
was carried on division.

INSPECTION OF PANITENTIARIES,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER De ST. JUST
moved the second reading of the Bill from
the Commone, “An Act to provide for the
appointment of Aesistant Inspectors of
Penitentiaries in Manitoba and British
Columbia.’ He said-—The Houge will re-
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member that last year the Board of Peni-
tentiary Inspectors was dispensed with,
and one person was appointed to make the
necessary inspection of the Penitentiaries
of the Dominion. It was found to be too
much for any one officer to inspect the
Penitentiaries of Manitoba and British
Columbia, in addition to those of the other
Provinces, and this Bill is brought in to
obviate this difficulty, by authorizing the -
employment of Sub-Inspectors, who, at
a very low salary will consent to] per-
form the duties for those two Western
Provinces. Every one knows that the
travelling expenses of an Inspector to
Manitoba and British Columbia would be
vory costly, and we thought it better to
provide by legislation for the appoint-
ment of two Sub-Inspectors, who will
perform this work for & yearly salary of
$250 each. It would appear to some
that this salary is too trifling to induce
any man to undertake to perform the
duties of such an office ; but competent
persons, holding other offices, or willing
to act without that, will easily be found
to perform them; and I hope that the
House will accept the Bill, as of great
advantage for ths inspection of our peni-
tentiaries.
The Bill was read the second time.

ORIMINAL STATISTIOS,

Hon, Mr, LETELLIER De ST. JUST
moved the second reading of the Bill
from the Commons, “ An Act to make
provision for the collection and registra-
tion of the Criminal Statistica of Canada.”
He said—This Bill is ofggreat importance,
inasmuch as it is necessary when we
desire to know what is the moral progress
and condition of the country that we
should be well acquainted by statistics as
to the flu:tuations of criminal cases. The
Government thought it would be well to
have statistics of life, &c., as well as
orime, but they found that it would in-
volve too much expense in carrying it
out ; but as criminal statistics are impor-
tant it was found necessary by the cheap:
est mode to secure such returns as will be
a criterion in taking into consideration
the morality of the country ard its pro-
gress. The Bill is, to a certain extent,
assimilated to the legislation passed for
Scotland, in the 32 and 33 Vie,, cap. 33.
The first clause ‘provides that the clerk
or other officer of the court, or in their
default, the judge of every court admin-
istering criminal justice, the wardens of
penitentiaries, and the sheriffs of districts,
shall make certain annual returns to the
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Minister of Agriculture or any other Min-
ister who by Order in Council shall be ap-
pointed to receive such statistics. Sche-
dules will be prepared and sent to the
different officers, who will be called upon
annually to give a report, in the case of the
clerk, officer or judge where the criminal
business is trausacted, and in the case
of the Warden or Sheriff, the prisoner
committed to his penitentiary or gaol,
go that :from each section of the dif-
ferent Provinces, we shall have com-
plete statistical information. To have
‘these statistics collected cheaply the
schedules will be supplied to the officers
mentioned, who will not have much
troubls in giving the information, and
officers of the Local Governments and of
the Dominion. I tBak that for purposes
of comparison it would be better to adopt
the calendar year, comprising halves of
two different years, but inasmuch as
these returns would be published tor the
information of the Legisiature, the time in-
dicated in the Bill will have to be adopted
80 a8 t0 give opportunity to the different
sections of the Dominion to place their
returns in the hands of the Department,
which shall be charged to make a report
for each term at the beginning of the
following session thereof. 1 do not know
the exact reason why the Ion. Minister
of Justice deviated from this. I suppose
he had some good reason for doing so, but
if he has no objection, I will suggest that
the calendar year be adopted when the
Bill goes into committee.

Hon. Mr. RYAN—I wish to ask the
Government if anything has teen done
by the committec on statistics appointed
last sessidn, The subject of eriminal
statistics was to be included it 'their re-
port. )

~ Hon. Mr, LETELLIER D& SI'. JUST—
The Committee made suggestions for the
collection of statistics generally, but the
Government thought it would be too
costly, and they did not feel justified,
under the actual circumstances, in going
into such expenditure. .
The Bill was read the second time.

QUEBEC ELECTIONS,

Hon. Mr. BUREAU moved the second
reading of the Bill entitled “ An Act to
- remove doubts respecting the validity of
certain elections in the Province of Que
bee.”?

He said—This is & very short but im.
portant Bill for the Province of Quebec.
1 introduced it with the support of the
principal members of both Houses. When
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it was first introduced they said it might
be an infringement on the rights and
privileges of the House of Commons.
When the Dominion Elections Act of 1874
and the Contested Elections Act were
introduced, we expected that some
amendment respecting lists of voters used
in the Province of Quebec would be re-
quired. We have certain difficulties in
this matter that are not experienced in
the other Provinces. The voters’ lists
ars made out by the clerk of the munici-
pality. When the valuation roll is sup-
posed to be corrected after the valuation
of all the property is made, all persons
qualified by law to vote are placed in the
list, and that list must also be revised and
corrected. That is the second proceeding,
and the third is the subdivision of the lists
of voters as sent to the Registrar, and in
the cities to the returning officers also.
By this practice errors of a most impor-
tant character have resulted, and the lists
given to the returning officer have fre-
quently been incorrect through some in-
formality or clerical error. The result is
that a‘terthe election is over it is contested
on the ground of such informality; the elec-
tion is upsct, and the candidates have to
pay the costs, The intention of this Bill is
that all these difficulties, called technical
difficulties or clerical errors, shall. not
affect the seat of a member of the House
of Commons, and that for these reasons
when all the persons have voted accord-
ing to law, that is to say, when they have
been boua fide voters according to the
valuation 10ll, the duty of the Judge
would only be to scrutinize those who
were not entitled to vote. The idea that
the candidate would be held responsible
for any error of either the returning
officers, their clerks, or some other par.
ties, and be compelied to pay the whole
expenses of a contested eleition—someo-
times amouuting to a very large sum—
does not seem to me to be just, and no
doubt it was not the intention of those
who framed the law. The following is
the firat clause of the Bill.

“No election had or to be had in the
Province of Quebec of any person to be a
Member of the House of Commons of
Canada shall be declareidl invalid by rea-
son of any error or informality in the
making, or copying, or certifying of any
tist of voters, or portion of a list of voters,
used or to be used at such election, pre-
vided such list contains the names of all
persons who, according to the valuation
roll in force at the time it was made in
the municipality, or part of a municipality
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o which it relates, for local purposes, and
fﬂ rlevised, if it has been r%veisetli, even ii‘;)r

ocal purposes, appear to electors by
reason of the real estate possessed or oc-
cupied by them within the municipality
—or provided such portion of a list con~
,tains the names of all such electors quali-
fied to vote at the polling station to the
Deputy Returning Officer for which it has
been furnished.”

I bave quoted the statute of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, and it is one for the
interpretation of this Act. With these
few explanations, I have no doubt the
Bill will be read the second time, and the
House will deal with it as they think pro-
per,

Hon. LETELLIER De ST. JUST-—I
think the bill would be an interferenco
with therights and privileges of the House
of Commons, ahd that it would be better
to withdraw it. I think it would be well
for my hon. friend to have made his sug-
%estion to members of the Commons, as

hear there are some amendments to be
proposed to the present law. I trust my
hon. friend will not press the Bill.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY~I was very glad to
hear the remarks of the hon. gentleman
who has just sat down. There is another
fatal objection to the Bill—that is the ex
post facto operation. By the general law
of Parliament, as well as by our own Con-
Stitution, the question of the validity ofa
member's election to0 the Lower branch
comes peoculiarly within the purview
of the House of*Commons, as that of
our own members does to this House.
It would be, to say the least, indecorous
%0 pass such a Bill originating in this
House, and it migbt be instituting an in-
Sonvenient precedent to have the ques-
tion raised in this way. Least ef all
should we be the House to create that
Precedent. Inregard to the ex post facto
operation of the Bill, the objection lies in
the first line of the clause:—“No elec-
tion had or to be had in the Province of
Quebec.”" It is making an election valid
Which is invalid according to existing
law, whichis contrary to the principles of
ogislation. This Bill has a special obhject,
and we should guard ourselves against the
charge of special legislation ; we should
Watch an Aot of this kind more jealously
than if it had a general application. 1
hope the hon. gentleman will act upon
the_suggesnon of the Hon. Minister of
Agrioulture, and withdraw the Bill. If he

does wo shall be obliged to take th
lﬁmn:t?’the House. ¢

10
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Hon. Mr. BUREAU—I know that as &
general principle retroactive legislation is
unsound. The Bill is based on common
sense, and will not do an injustice to
any member whose election has already
been contested. I learn that in the
county of Charlevoix the election was
contestel ; my Bill would affect that
question. As to the soundness of the
Bill, I think there is not a member in
either House that can sustain other prin-
ciples. The idea of putiing into the
hands of a single ignorant individual the
fate of an election in any county is absurd.
However, I withdraw the Bill as hon.
gentlemen have requested.

The House adjourned at 5:40 p.m.

TaURSDAY, March 9.
The President took the chair at 3 p.m.
SEPERATE SOHOOLS IN THE NORTH WRSY,

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND introduced a
petition, signed by Herbert Bell and up-
wards of four thousand others, praying the
Dominion Parliament to re the
eleventh section of the Act to Amend and
Consolidate the Laws respecting = the
Northwest Territories, passed in the ses-
sion of 1875, which establishes separate
schools therein. In making the motion,
he said :—It is the opinion of some of the
most influential and respectable people
of the Province of Prince Edward Island
that, according to the spirit and letter of
the British North Amorica Aet, it should
be left altogether to the Provinces created
under that Act to regulate the schools
which may be established within their
bounds from time to time, and that it is
a matter over which the Dominion Parlia-
ment ought not to exercise any power or
influence. According to the spirit of the
Act, all matters relating to education
should be left entirely to the Provinoes;
and the petitioners are of opinion that
the future social prosperity of the Do-
mivion will depend upon educstional
questions being witndrawn from the Par-
liament of the Dominion, in which opinion
1 may state I fully concur.

Hon. LETELLIER Dr ST. JUST—The
hon. gentleman is out of order in spsaking
on the presentation of & petition,

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND—Well, I can
say that I agree with the prayer of the
petition, and I suppose that is not.can-
trary to the rules, :
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THE BRITISH COLUMBIA TERMS.

Hon. Mr. CARRALL—In the Speech
from the Throne a promise was given that
all papers and correspondence between
the Gowernments of the Dominion and
British Columbia respecting the change of
terms should be laid before Parliament at
an early date. I have waited with some
little anxiety for these papers, as the allu-
sion to them in the Speech was very
meagre, and I would ask the Secretary of
State when they may be expected to be
laid before the House ?

- Hon. Mr. SCOTT promised them for
Monday.

THB GEORGIAN BAY BRANCH RAILWAY.

Hon., Mr, CAMPBELL enquired whether
before granting any new contract for the
construction of the Georgian Bay Branch
Railway, tenders will be asked for, and
whether the proposed terms of any in~
tended contract will be submitted to
Parliament ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT~The Government
have the subject under consideration, and
before they take any action they will ad-
vise Parliament.

CANADIAN DEPOSITS IN ENGLAND.

Hon. Mr. READ moved that an bumble
address be presented to His Excellency
the Governor General, praying that His
Exoellency will cause to be laid before
this House returns ol all the moneys to
the credit of the Dominion Government
in England, whether in the finanoial
agents’ hands or in any Canadian bank or
their agents in England, and the
amount 1n each case and rate of interest
paid, if any, on the first day of February,
1876. Carried.

BANK AMALGAMATION.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the secand
reading of the Bill to confirm the *Amal-
gamation of the City Bank and the Royal
Canadian Bank, and to incorporate the
the Consolidated Bank of Canada.”

‘I'he Bill was redd the second time and
referred to Committea.

ASBISTANT INSPECTORS OF PENITENTIARIES.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST
moved the House into Committee of the
‘Whole on the Bill to provide for the ap-
pointment of Assistant Inspectors of
Penitentiaries in Manitoba and British
Columbia. Hon. Mr. Ferrier in the chair.

On the reading of the first clause,

- Hom. Mr. CAMPBELL enquired how
many. penitentiaries the Government pro-
posed to establish in British Columbia ?
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Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST
said there would only be one in British
Columbia and one in Manitoba.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL asked if it was
intended to have two Inspectors or only
one for the two Provinces ?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dk ST. JUST
replied that there would be two, each
having a small salary. It would be
cheaper than paying the travelling ex-
penses of one Imspector from one Pro-
vince to the other.

Hon. Mr. GIRARD ohjected to clause
2, which provides that the eub-Inspectors
shall represent the Inspector, but not the
Government, He thought it ought to be
clearly defined in the Act that the sub-
Inspectors should represent the Govern-
ment.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT said the Imspector
was an officer of the Government, and the
sub-Inspectors would be officers also.

The Comumittee then reported the Bill
without amendments; and it was read ihe
third time and passed.

CRIMINAL STATISTIOS,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER De ST. JUST
moved the House into Committee of the
Whole on the Bill to make provision for
the Collection and Registration of the
Criminal Statistics of Canada. Hon. Mr.
Hamilton in the Chair, :

On the first clause, A

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dz 8T. JUST
moved that the fifteenth line be amended
by striking out the word “such,” and in-
serting after the word ‘‘schedules,” the
words “tfo contain the collestion and
registration of the criminal statistics.” He
gaid the.object was to define more clearly
what the schedules should contain, .

The amendment was agreed to.

On the second clause, :

Hon. Mr. AIKINS enquired why it was
that the year for making such returns
should end on the 30th of September, in-
stead of the let of January.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Ds ST. JUST
said the reason was that the roturns could
not be obtained up to the 1st of January,
in time to besubmitted to Parliament the
same year.

On the fifth clau-e,

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE suggested that
it was absurd to give power to sue persons
who refused or neglected to fill up the
returns, in the Court of Exchequer for a
penalty of $30, as the expeses of such a
suit would be comparatively very great
where the persons .sued resided in a dis-
tant part of the Dominion. - .
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Hon. Mr, SCOTT said in such case it
was provided that the suit could be
rought in any court of record in the
Province in which such return ought to
have been made.

The Committee reported the Bill as
amended ; second reading fixed to take
Place on Monday.

ATLANTIC CABLE COMPANIES.

Hon. Mr. KAULBACH enquired when
the correspondence between the Atlantic
Cable Companies and the Government
would be brought down,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the papers would
be submitted next week ?

THE RAILWAY POLICY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL callod attention
to the fact that in a previous debate,when
an hon. member said the electors of
North Renfrew had pronounced against
the }(;olicy of the Government in regard to
the eorgian Bay Branch scheme at the
late election, although they were deeply
Interested in it, the hon. Becretary of
State said it was not a pronouncement
upon the railway polioy of the Government,
bpoause amongst other reasons the Geor-

gian Bay Branch railway did not run
through the ocounty. The Secretary of
State being from the Ottawa Valley, the

House took it for granted that the state-
ment was correct, Since then he (Mr.
Campbell) had learned that the road did
run through the county in which the
election in question took place, and at the
meetings which were held during the
contest, this very question came up as a
direct issue between the Premier and a
gentleman who was addressing the people
g;&xe interest of the Opposition candi-

Hon. Mr. BCOTT said he would be ex»
tremely sorry that he should be thought
astray in his knowledge of the geography
of that county. There were two ridings
in the county of Renfrew, that in which
Pembroke was situated being known as
the north riding, and the other as the
south riding. Assuming that the line of
railway was to run up the Bonnechere, it
would not enter the north riding, and his
S‘tatement was correct, as the Canada
Central exiension to Pembroke did not,
80 far a8 he was aware, enter into the
question at all. The Premier at that time
Was under the impression that the Pem-
broke rout »'Was not the best to adopt in
the interests of the publio, and he made
No promise in that respect.

lan. Mr. CAMPBELL said his com-
Plaint was that the Secretary of State
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turned aside the force of the argument
used from the Opposition side of the
House, that this railway policy was pro-
nounced upon and condemned by a cons
stituency intensely interested in it, by
stating that the line did not go through
the county.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said it did not go
through the riding where the election
took place. The people in the North
Riding would be interested in the line
being located through Pembroke, while
the South Riding would be interested in
the line running through the valley of the
Bonnechere.

Hon. Mr. MILLER-I am not very
well acquainted with the geography of the
Ottawa Valley, but I thought the County
of Renfrew was sitnated in that valley,
and I was also under the impreesion that
it was one of these counties through which
the Georgian Bay Branch of the Pacifio
Railway would run. These, I say. were
my impressions when I spoke on the
question on Monday, when I took occasion
to remark that the echeme was submitted :
to the people of Renfrew at the late
election, ans their decision was adverse
to it.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT- Against the railway.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—The electors de-
cided against the Government. I pre-
sumed I was wrong when the Hon. Secre-
tary of State corrected me, and 1 did not
reter further to the matter. It was only
this moment I discovered that his cor-
rection was not according to the facts.
I think my argument should have the
force it was entitled to under the circum-
stances.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-If the hon. gentle-
man can make anything by hair splitting,
1 suppose it is perfectly fair. I am well
aware of the controversy respecting rail-
way routes which has been going on in
the county in question for many years,
and I know that the people of Pembroke
are interested in having the road to the
Pacific go through that town. The line
surveyed runs through the valley of the
Bonnechere and Eganville, and touches a
remote corner of North Renfrew. My
hon. friend does not surely suppose that
I would willingly place him in & false
position. As far as I understand the
political issue in North Renfrew, I be-
lieve the people are interested in carrying
the extension of the Pacific Railway by
Pembroke, while the inhabitants of a
section of the South Riding a1e interested
in having it to go by the town of Renfrew.
There has been a rivalry between those
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two towns for the last few years. Both
were favourable to the extension of the
Canada Central, and a by-law of the town
authorities was passed granting a consid-
erable sum of money towards the work.
Railway politics are superior there to other
interests.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—I have no Jdoubt
that the road would pass through a por-
tion of the North Riding, an unsurveyed
township in the north corner, if I am not

mistaken.

Hon. Mr, SCOTT—A part without in-
habitants.

Hon. Mr. SKEAD—There is no ques-
tion that the sentiment of that constitu-
ency is favourable to the railway, and
quite in acoord with the Government on
the question. But there is a little sec-
tional feeling, and & large number of the
people would be better pleased if the
railway went through Pembroke, As

roposed, according to the knowledge I

ve of the survey, the line will pass
through the valley of the Bonnechere and
touch the North Riding. :

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—The extension from
Renfrew is on the south side of the
Bonnechere.

Hon, Mr. SKEAD—I must disagree
with my hon. friend ; it touches both
ridings. Instead of 20,000 inhabitants, as
has been stated, there are 65,000 in the
two counties.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—I am very glad to
find & oounty in Upper Canada refusing a
sum of money fore railway. I hope we
shall find more counties of that char-
acter. .

The subject then dropped.

The House adjourned at 4 p.m.

Fripay, March 10.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 3
. m,
P PROHIBITION .

During the routine proceedings Hon.
Mr. Vidal presented a numerously signed
petition praying for the enactment of a
prohibitory liquor law. He proceeded to
make some remarks on the subject, when
Hon, Mr, Haviland raised a& point of
order. . While introducing a petition the
previous day, Mr. Hayiland was ruled out
of order when he took a similar course to
that urged by the bhon. gent'eman, and he
now asked for the ruling ot the chair.

My, SPEAKER—There is an appointed
rule of the Senate on the subject,; but

[SENATE.]

Committee.

great latitude is allowed im this respeet in
the House of Lords as well as the House
of Commons in England, On reference
to the decisions of the Right Hon.
Charles Shaw Lefebyre, I find that a mem-
ber in presenting a petition, is at liberty
to state its purport and its prayer The
statement of the hon. member should
therefore be confined as much as possible
to giving the purport of this petition and
its prayer. -
INLAND REVENUE,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT introduced a Bill en-
titled “an Act to amend the Act respeot~
ing Inland Revenue.”

GHEOLOGIOAL BURVEY.

Hon. Mr. MoFARLANE desired to ask
in an informal way when the report of the
Geﬁlogical Survey would be laid on the
table. )

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER De St. SUST—
said he was not in a position to state
when, but he would make enquirjes.

ORIMINAL STATISTICS,.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Ds S8T. JUST
moved the third reading of the Criminal
Statistics Bill, as amended.

The Bill was read the third time and
passed without any debate.

PRINTING COMMITTER'S REPORT.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSUN moved the adop-
tion of the second report of the Joint
Committee on Printing.

Hon. Mr. RYAN asked whether the
report recommended the printing of the
list of the names of the shareholders of
banks. He thought it was very essential.
this year that the public should be made
aware of who the shareholders of the
several banks were, in view of certain
circumstances that had lately transpired
in connection with some of these institu-
tions.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said it had been
customary for the Printing Committee to
order the printing of these lists, and he
oonsidered that it was important that
they should be printed this year, in con-
sequence of the great number of changes
that had taken place. But this report
did not recommend the printing of the
lists this year, as the committee found
that the cost would be very great, and it
was desirable to keep down expenses.
These latter were rapidly iacreasing.
Last year the amount was $57,000, and
this year $70,000 were asked: for in the
estimates for é)rinting. !

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the oost of print-

ing these lists was about & thousand
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dol}lrs, and the opinion expressed by the
majority of the Committee was that it
Wwas a sort of return that should be print.
ed about every third year. Ifany special
reasons existed for printing it this year,
no doubt the Committee would reconsider
their decision.

Hon, Mr. BUREAU —The hon. gentle-
man (Mr. Simpson) will permit me to
state that in the $70,000 are included
$13,000 for arrears, and a balance unpro-
vided for in the estimates of last year.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said the return
would cosc over two thousand dollars ;
the mere priunting itself would cost $1,500,
and then there was the price of paper to
be added.

Hon. Mr. McMASTER said he was not
aware that any particular date was fixed
by law for which bank returns should be
msade, showing the names of the share-
holders. He thought some of the returns
that had been submitted had been made
up a considerable time before the meeting
of the House.

Hon, Mr. RYAN said the Act atated
that the returns should be submutted
within  fifteen days after the meeting of
Parliament.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL said it did not
say the returns should be made up to
that date.

Hop. Mr. RYAN contended it was pro-
per that the returns submitted should be
of a very recent date. ’

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON asked that his
motion be withdrawn and the matter
would be reconsidered hy the Committee.

The motion was withdrawn accordingly.

-
QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS.

Hon. Mr., LETELLIER De ST. JUST
moved the second reading of the Bill en-
titled the Quebec Harbour Commissioners’
Act Doubts Removal Bill. The hon. gen-
tleman gaid:—This is a B:ll to render
more effective the Act passed last session
for the formation of a new Harbour Com-
miasion for the port of Quebec. I may
state that it is in accordance with the
views enteriained by the shipping interest
with re to the subject. It was in-
tended last year, when the Bill was before
zia;memnratt’i t.batft:x:re l;should be two

ves o e shipping interest
on the Board, but the Bill [v)va.s unfortu-
nately passed with a provision for only
one, thus putting that interest in an un-
faveurable and rather uncertain positior.
With this explanation, I move she second
reading of the Bill,
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Hon, Mr. BOTSFORD—I beg leave to
aall the attention of the hon. gentleman
to the last part of clanse 3, and ask whe-
ther it will affect any private or other in-
terests of parties who have acted uander
the liw as it is. It reads thus: “This
Act shall be coastrued as forming one Act
with the said Acts of 1873 and 1875, and
any thing done or action taken by the
Governor or Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries or by the said Corporation, or by
either of the said Boards of Trade, or by
the said Shipping interest, in conformity
to the intent of the said acts as hereby
declared, is hereby counfirmed and shall
be held to be and to have been lawful
and valid.” It will be perceived that it
provides that all acts under the existing
state of things are lawful and valid.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. SUST—
There is no private interest whatever that
can be affected by this clause. The Com-
mussion acted as if the law had been
passed as originally intended. If, how-
ever, there is any defect in this clauss, it
may be rectified in committee.

Hon, Mr. RYAN—So far as I can leara
from those interested, there is no objec -
tion whatever to the present measure,
At the same time, I think it my duty, as
reflecting the opinions of some of those
gentlemen, to say that they look with
great anxiety to the appointments which
may be made to the Harbodr Commission.
If men connected with the trade and
interests of Quebec are appointed, I
have no doubt a great deal of good will
result; if not, I think the measure will
fall worthless to the ground. Efforts
%hou}id be made to form an efficient

oard.

Hon. Mr, PRICE—I also hope that the
men appointed as Commissioners will be
properly qualified, and deeply concerned
in the interests of the port.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON—The post-~
ponement of the second reading of the
Bill was at my request, and I must thank
the hon. Minister of Agriculture for his
courtesy in that respect. My object was
to give to persons interes an oppor-
tunity of judging whether the Bill was in
accord with their ideas. . Although it is
merely a necesaary amendment of the
Act of last session, I agree with what has
fallen from the hon. member from Mon-
treal, that the satisfactory working of the
Commission depends entirely upon the
appointments made. If the new Board
is aotuated by the simple desire to pro-
mote the interests of the port, and to-

Commissioners.
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carry out the intentions of the Legisla-
ture, great good will result. The matter
is in the haunds of the Government, and
upon them rests the responsibility.

The Bill was read the first time.

BANQUE ST. JEAN BAPTISTE.

Hon. Mr. TRUDEL — Before moving
the second reading of the Banque St.
Jean Baptiste Amendment Bill, I will
make a few explanations. Tbe Billisa
very short one, and is only to extend the
time fixed for the Bank to get the certi-
ficate of the Treasury, that a certain
amount of its stock has been paid. It is
provided by the Tth section of the gen-
eral Act, relating to banking, that no
bank shall begin operations before such
certificate is furnished. The Act of in-
corporation of this bank provided that
the certificate should be furnished in the
course of twelve months. Circumatances
have arisen since incorporation which
have induced the provisional directors to
believe it inadvisable to make payment of
tbe first instalment, and the Bill is to ex-
tend the time until May 1st, 1877,

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE—I believe there
is no objection to the passage of this Bill,
but at the same time, I think it does not
go far enough. While asking an exten-
sion of twelve months to make this pay~
ment, the Bill ought to oconfer on the
shareholders the right to retire or with-
draw their subscriptions or stock if they
wish to do so. The Bill, I see, i8 intro-
duced on a petition signed by the pro-
visional direetors, and the stockholders
consequently had no voice in the deci~
sion. When the Bill comes before the
Committee, such an amendment as I have
suggested ought to be added.

Hon. Mr. WILSON—I understand a
clause will be inserted in Committee to
give the stockholders who have already
subscribed the privilege of continuing or
discontinuing their subscriptions as they
see fit. It would be diffisult to keep the
stockholders or subscribers bound to the
arrangements that have been made. The
time has expired; many of those per-
sons who have subscribed are unable to
pay their subscriptions, and when the
time is extended as proposed in the Bill
before the House, their interests should
be considered. v

The Bill was read the second time.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS’ BILL.
The second reading of the Christian

Brothers’ S8chools Incorporation Bill being
c&lled,
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St. Jean Baptiste.
Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE said—The

not having been printed, I move that the '
item be dropped, and the second reading"
be postponed till Monday. While I am
on my feet I may say that in bringing the
bill forward, I was aware it would not
receive the unanimous vote of the House,
and in preparing it I thought it my duty
to take the Act passed two years ago, and
put it, de novo, before the House, to see
how it would be received. I am sorry to
say that it has not met with the same
favourable reception as the Bill did at the
time referred to. The present measure
is an exact copy (the name being changed)
of the Act to incorporate the Missionary
Society of the Wesleyan Methodist Church
of Canada. It is not to give oorporate
powers to this or that Church, bus to giye
to three or four gentlemen united together
the power to possess property, as well as
to fix the amount they may hold. That is
the only thing we ask. ;

The second reading was then arranged
for Monday.

THE NORTHWEST TRRRITORIES,

The Bill from the Commons, entitled
# An Act respecting the Northwest Terri--
tories, and to croate a separate territory
out of a part thereof,” was read the firet
time

SALARIBS OF OOUNTY COURT JUDGES,

The Bill from the Commons, entitled
‘“An Act to provide for the Salaries of
jounty Court Judges in the Province of

ova Scotia, and for other purposes,” was

the first time.

‘ i PRIVATE BILLS.

| Hon. Mr, LETELLIER Da ST. JUST
rhoved that the time for presenting peti-
tions for private Bills be extende«r to
Saturday, March 35th. . ,

‘ Hon. Mr. MILLER~-I should like to
ask the hon. gentleman if the date is in-
tended to be finally and positively fixed
by this motion. .

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dz ST, JUST -~
I do not see how it can be extended any
further, unless some very strong excep-
tional case should arise. .

Hon. Mr. MILLER—We only induee:
dilatoriness on the part of those wishing
to bring petitions for private bills before:
theH ouse by not fixing the time de-
finitely.

The motion was carried.

SHAREHOLDERS OF BANES,
Mr. SPEAKER presented the lists of

shareholders of the following banks:—

Molson's Bank, Bank of Liverpool, Bank



Atlantic

of Toronto, Metropolitan Bank, Maritime
" Bank, Bank of the Dominion of Canads,
Exchange Bank of Canada, Bank of St.
Hyacinthe, Union Bank, Halifax Bank,
St. John's Bank, Pictou Bank, and Bank
of Ottawa.
. The House adjourned at 3:55 p. m.

Monpay, March 13.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 3
p.m.
After routine. ;
OONSOLIDATED BANK OF CANADA.

The Bill entitled “An Act to confirm
the amalgamation of the City Bank and
the Roysal Canadian Bank, and to incor-
porate the Consolidated Bank of Canada,”
reported from Committee, was read the
third time and passed.

THE SUrREMB COURT.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved that an
humble Address be presented to His Ex-
eellency, the Governor General, praying
that His Excellency will cause to be laid
before this H:use all papers and corres-
poudence which may have passed be-
tween the Government of the Dominion,
or any member thereof, and the Secretary
of State for the Colon'es, respecting the
provisions of the statute 38 Vic., Cap. 11,
intitutled “An Act to establish a Supreme
Court and a Court of Exchequer for the
Dominion of Canada.”

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER D& 8T. JUST
—There has been no such correspond-
ence,

ATLANTIO MAIL OONTRACT.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY enquired of the
Government when the contract for carry-
ing fortnightly mails between Halifax and
Queenstown will expire, and is it the in-
tention of the Government to put an end
{0 this contract and substitute weekly, or
Toore frequent, communication across the
Atlantic for carriage of mails and pas-
déngers on completion of the Intercol-
onial Railway ? He said the enquiry re-
lated to & matter of very great import-
ance,not merely to the Maritime Pro-
vinces, but also to a great portion of this
Dominion. The Intercolonial Railway was
rapidly approaching completion, it was
understood that the road would be form-
ally ‘'opened not later than next Domini
Day, and it was in view of this he mad
the enquiry whzl:or the railway would
be utilized by Government in or-
dérto secure the shortest poesible
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communication across the Atlantic. Hali-
fax was now the most easterly point
accessible by rail on this side of the At-
lantic from Europe, and had so far an ad-
vantage over United States ports that it
was 400 miles shorter for steamers than
Boston, and 570 miles nearver than New
York. Passengers coming across the At.
lantic, especially in winter, would be well
inclined to take the very first through
railway instead of continuing their voyage
by steamer. In the next place a route
that would effect a saving of time of from
twelve to twenty-four hours would natur-
ally attract a considerable portion of mails
to and from the northern part of this con-
tinent and Europe. On these two points,
without giving the question a local aspect,
his hon. friends would see that it was a
matter of the utmost importance that
passengers and mails should be attracted
to Halifax, to furnish traffic for the Inter~
colonial Railway, that hadfnot at pre;ent
any ve: t prospect of a paying busi-~
neZs. egrhe:ped thge Govem‘:nentswould
give some assurance that when the Ianter-
colonial Railway was completed it would
be the means of giving the shortest possi-
ble route scross the Atlantic, by steamer,
at least once a week, and if possible
oftener, from Halifax.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said he fully concur-
red with his hon. friend on the propristy
of placing the matter under the consi ler-
ation of the Government at present, as
there could be no doubt when the Inter-
colonial Railway was completed Halifax
would be the graat depot for mails and
passengers coming from Europe to the
Dominion. But he would remind his
hon, friend (Mr. Dickey) and the Govérn-
ment that when any step of the kind
proposed had to be taken, no such con-
tract should be entered into for any

eriod longer than five years, for he
K)oked forward confidently to the time—
and he believed it was not far distant—
when the railway would be extended to
Louishurg, which he believed would be
the great Altantic depot for the shortest
line of communication between Europe
and this country. He looked forward to
the completion of the railway to Loml—
burg in tive or six years, and while he
should feel very much pleased to hear &
satisfactory answer to the question of his
hon. friend, he would not like to sce any
arrangement made for such Service ex-
tending over a greater period than five or

six {eul
on. Mr. BOURINOT said hLe entirely
concurred with the views expressed by

Mail Contract.
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hiz hon. friends who had just spoken,
more especially the anticipations respeet-
ing Louisburg, buthe must observe that
it was desirable that they should have a
more speedy line of boats than they had
now. They hadreason to complain in
Nova Scotia of the very slow voyages of
the Allan boats 80 called ; the boats were
not only slow, but their arriva's at Hali»

. fax were much retarded by having to
touch at St. John'’s Newfoundland,
whioh made the voyages much longer.
Between the trips of these boats and
the trips of the Cunard Line, which
conveyed our mails in former years, there
was a difference on an average of at least
three to four days each voyage in favour
of the Cunard.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBEILL said that during
the time ke was Postmaster General it
was suggested from [reland, or by the
Allans, that instead of running the steam-
ers to Lough Foyle, they should adopt
Lough Swilly, which would make the
ocean route to America 50 miles shorter.
A correspondence took place with the
Light House Board with a view to
establish certain light houses on Lough
Swilly that were mnecessary if that
station were adopted. He wished to
firaw the attention of the Government to
it.

Hon. Mr. HAYTHORNE considered
that in any contract entered into for
carrying mails between Halifax and Great
Britain, the contractor should be bound
to steam direct between the two conti-
nents without calling at intermediate
ports, which frequently causes delay, not
only by the time consumed in stopping,
but by the loss of favourable winds,

Hon. Mr. LEfELLIER Ds. ST. JUST
#aid the contract which was mentionel in
the first part of the enquiry had expired,
and as to the recond part the Government
had the matter under consideration. He
did not see that any further declaratlon
was necessary, but hon. gentlemen were
aware that when these changes took
place which were to arise out of the con-
struction cf the Intercolonial Railway it

_ would be necessary for the Government

t0 be ready with a policy to meet the

emergency. ,

. Hon. Mr. DICKEY &said, with regard to
what his hon. friend (Mr. Miller) had

stated, he would gladly hail the day when

the eastern terwinus of the 1ailway

.. system of the Lower Provinces was re-

moved to Louisbourg, which would be

; $wg hundred miles farsher east than

mx "He hoped the Governmen twould
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also pay attention to the suggestion of his
hon. friend as to the quality and speed
of the vessels in any future contract. It
was a fact that vessels had been employed
in this fortnightly service inferior to
those which were used in the weekly ser-
vice, and he hoped the Government in
making other arrangements would see
that a better class of vessels would be
employed on this route, and that Halifax
would be made the winter terminus on
this side.

ST. PETER’S OANAL.

Tbe Hon. Mr. BOURINOT enquired—Is
it the intention of the Government to
abandon the scheme of their predecessors
in office in relation to the enlargement of
the St. Peter’s Canal, as prepared by Mr.
Perley, C.E., and, if so, what reasons led
to such course? He said this matter was
allowed to stand until nbw, in conss-
quence of the intention of another gentle-
man since the first day of the session to
bring it up in the other House. After
some delay, it was brought up, and when
the mover had concluded his speech on
it, an adjournment of the debate took
place. A few days aflterwards it
was brought up again, but the nover
being absent, the subject was- then
dropped. It was postponed and delayed,
but iast week it was forced in the other
House, when a spirited debated ensued,
when all the reply they got for an answer
from the Premier was simply that Mr.
Perley, the Engineer in cnarge of the
work, was abroad, he presumed on some
voyage of discovery, and his return was
necessary before ¢ny answer could or
would be given by him (Mr. Mackenzie.)
If Mr. Perley's presence was essential, he
thought the session might end before he
made his appearance, and as his (Mr.
Bourinot’s) enquiry had been three
weeks among the notices of motions, he
thought he was fully justified in bringing
the matter before this hon. House. Not
only on that ground was he justified, but
because when & member of the Nova
Scotia Legislature sixteen years ago he
had taken a deep interest in the opening
of the 8t. Peter’s Canal; he therefare
flattered himself he had some claim in
taking a prominent part in the discusaion.
He must, however, in justice to others,
say that his energetic and most la-
mented friend, Mr, Harrington, who re-
presented Richmond, Cape Breton, was
the first to move in tie matter, and after
he entered the Nova\Scotia Parliament
his hon. friend who saf' behind him (Mr,
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Miller) ably advocated its construction as
well as his colleague, Mr. LeVescomts.
Both Mr. Miller and himself had continu-
ed to do so since the Union. The man-
ner in which the matter had been post-
Poned had awakened his suspicion. To
explain Whl he would have to give a
slight sketch of the Canal. The prisent
dimensions, although familiar to maay,
Were not probably known to all the Hon.
Senators ; they were:—Length of lock,
120 feet; width of lock, 26 feet, and
depth of water 13 feet. In 1873 it was
decided that it was not of sufficient
capacity for a large class of vessels which
wished to follow that route, and Mr, Per-
ley was sent by the late Administration to
examine and re%ort what would be the
best size to which to enlarge it. Mr. Per-
ley reported that the Canal should be en-
larged to 230 feet length of lock ; width
55 feet, and 15} feet water depth. This
report wis approved of, and in 1874,
$75,000 was placed in the estimates to
commence the work. But the Govern-
ment allowed the matter to stand, and
took no steps to prosecute the work, and
the gentlemen of the other House from
Cape Dreton passed it over in silence ;
whilst here this. procrastination was de-
bated and condemned. Last year thers
was a revote of $75,000, but for a long
time no notices of tenders were issued,
until public opinion and the press began
to express itself inloud terms against the
Government, and then we began to hear of
telegrams and hints to the Administration
of the danger of further delay. Then and
not - till then, spurred on as they were,
notices for tenders atlast appeared, at a
somewhst advanced period of the seaso!

conformably to Mr. Perley’s plans an

speoifications ; bué to the astonishment,
and he imight add disgust, of every one in
Cape Breton and elsewhere, these notices
were withdrawn without any reason being
assigned. The Premier, who is the Minis-
ter of Public Works, took it upon himself
0 act as though he was the Dominion
Parlisment, the Dominion itself. He set
aside the action of Parliament, and substi-
tuted for the notices referred to for the
enlargement of the canal, others on a re-
duced scale. Mr. Tuck, a gentieman
from New Brunswick, and qualified for the
undertaking, got the contract awarded to
him. But, fortunately, it was not proceed-
ed with. The Goverhment was glad, he
supposed, of this cause of more delay ;
this was attributed to the opposition of
the owner of the land, who refused to give
the right of way without adequate com-

11
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pensation. From the outset the Govern-
ment could not ignore this olaim. But it
gave them more time to postpone the
execution of the work ; and now the ques-
tion was, should the Government, or
rather the Minister of Publio Works, after
Parliament voting money for a certain
work to be done according to certain
plans and specifications—stop the works,
change the plans, and order it to be done
on a reduced scale, without advising the
House ? This was an important question,
a question which would form a precedent
for the future. The act of the Minister
was despotic in the highest degree, and
such an act should not, and ought not, to
be endorsed by any Legislature, He sup-
?o bowever, it would be eountenanced,
or the followers of the Premier did not
look very closely to his acts ; but there was
a hiilixer Parliament, a louder opinion that
would be heard elsewhere, when these
facts were: mrde known—it was an aot
which the public and press of Canada,
and of every free oountry, weuldd
heartily ocondemn. He had already
said it was fortunate the work had
not been proceeded with on the reduced
plan, as it could be suspended until
& new arrangement could be made
with Mr. Tuck for its continuation agree-
ably to Mr. Perley’s plan. ‘The locks &8
now proposed would be too small, they
could only accommodate veasels of a
small class, and larger ones which resorted
to those waters would be virtually excln-
ded. A large proportion of those which
entered the principal ports in Cape Bre-
ton were from 1,000 to 2,000 tons. If the
enlarged plan is adopted, it would benefit
the Island of Cape Breton aud its trade to
a degree that few io tha¢ Chamber could
understand. He did not believe any
member of the Government had ever vis-
ited the locality to enahle them to judge
of the great importance the canal would
be. Before concluding he wished also to
say that a few days ago he took partin a
debate with regard to the proposed eastern
extension of the Truro and Pictou railway
to Canso from New Glasgow. When that
portion of the line was completed it could
be utilized for the conveyauce of goods and
passengers, by a suitable steamer touching
atsome point in the County of Richmond,
thence tggou%: the g;opo‘ed canal to the
head of East Bay, a distance of only twelve
miles from the town of Sydney, and would
call at Baddock, Couniy of Victoria,
terminating the voyageat North Sydney.
He was certain this enterprise would be
well sustained and patronized. He hoped
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the Government would reconsider their
decision, that they would pauge before
they consummated a great wrong on the
people of Cape Breton, and remedy their
mistake before it- was too late.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said there was no au~
thority by statute or Order in Conncil with
reference to this work. His hon. friend
had discussed this subject on a very deli-
cate basis. He had charged them with
bad faith and alleged that the late Govern-
ment proposed a scheme for the enlarge-
ment of this canal to particular dimen-
sions, and that the sense of the country
was expressed thereon. He must confess
that he pever heard or saw anything of
that before.

Hon, Mr. MILLER said the hon. gentle-
man ocould not have much difficulty in
finding that information, He had no
doubt at all that the late Government,
two years before they went out of office,
bad the question of enlargement under
their consideration, and early in the
summer of 1873 Mr. Perley was sent down
to report thereon. That gentleman was
selected for the duty because he was inti
mately acquainted with the country,
had been connected with the work in
former years under the Provincial Gov-
ernment, and was considered the best
qualiied man for the service. All the
materials of his report were gathered while
the late Government were in office, but
the report might possibly have been
made after the present Administration
came in.

Hon. Mr. SCOT I find a report dated
1874. 1 have been looking for some 1n-
formation, but have been unable to find
anything.

Hon. Mr. MILLER—The facts are as I
have given them.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said as far as his
information went, Mr. Langevin, the late
Minister of Public Works, scnt Mr. Per-
ley to report on this matter, and he re-
ported in accordance with the facts men-
tioned. That was a fact well-known in the
history of the Province,

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said he found Mr.
Perley’s report, which he had in hands,
was mede in 1874, He had been unable—
and he bad examined the records under
his control—up to the present time to
discover in what way the late Government
bound itself with regard to this report.
Mr. Perley reported as to what he
thought necessary for the trade of the
locality. This Government had simply
reduced the width of thecanal.
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Hon. Mr. BOURINOT—AIl the dimen-
sions are changed. The length of lock
recommended by Mr. Perley was 230 feet;
and the modified plans reduced that 30 ft.
‘The width was 55 feet, and the present Min-
ister of Public Works recommends 19
feet ; the depth is reduced one foot.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—Perhaps my hon.
friend will allow the question to stand until
to-morrow,when I will get a copy of the con-
tract. The hon. gentleman merely put a
question on the paper,which I was prepar-
ed to answer, but not to discuss the points
which might arise out of it.

Hon. Mr. MILLER~Cannot the hon.
Secretary of State say whether thers is
any intention to go back to Mr. Perley’s
plans ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—There is no intention
to depart from the present contract what-
ever. Something has already been paid
on it, and if there is any delay, it arises
from the fact that parties owninx pro-
perty have had to be paid in the ordinary
way.

Hon, Mr. MILLER—D>es the hon. Sec-
retary of State wish to open the matter
up again to-morrow ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT—I do not wish to
open it up, but if the hou. gentleman
wants apy information I shall be glad to
give it.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT—I ought to bave
put my question in a formal manner when
on my feet. Ifin order, I shall give it
now ; it is as follows : —Is it the intention
of the Government to abandon the
scheme of their predecessors in office, in
relation to the enlargement of St. Peter’s
Capal a3 prapared by Mr. Perley, C. E.,
and, if so, what reasons have led to -such
course ?

Hon. Mr. SGOTT~In answer to that, I
may state thag I am not aware of any
positive scherde for the enlargement.
‘T'he Government have given out the con-
tract on such a basis as they think will
suit the commerce of the sJuntry.

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said there was
nothing said about the late Government
in the question. He simply demanded
why the plans adopted two years ago had
been chinged.

Hon. Mr. PENNY—Order!

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT—I am perfectly
in orJer.

Hon. Mr. PENNY said the question
had besn put and answered, and it
geemed to him that the discussion
was out of order. The ruling of the
Commons was very strict on this point.
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Mr. SPEAKER said the practice of the
House of Commovs was very strict, and
demanded that all questions should be
limited to matters immediately con-
nected with the business of Parliament,
and should be put in such a manner as
not to involve an expression of opinion,
argument, or inference, nor should any
facts be stated unless necessary to make
the question intelligible. In the same
manner the answer should be confined
to the points in question, with such ex-
Dlanation as to render the reply intel-
ligible, A certain latitude, however, was
Bometimes allowed in the case of a Minis-
ter of the Crown replying. In the House
of Lords greater license of debate was
Permitted in putting and answering ques-
tions and commenting upon them.
There was no especial rule relative to this
House, and the hon. gentleman was in
order,

Hou. Mr. MILLER would ask the in-

ulgence of hon. gentlemen while he
added a few remarks to the clear state-
ment of his hon. friend (Mr. Bourinot.)
He had o often urged the enlargement
of St. Peter’s Candl in the Senate since
Confederation, when the subject had been
neglected by others whose special duty it
was to press it on the attention of Parlia-
ment, that he believed he had done
Something to induce the late Government
to decide on the improvement of the
Canal. He had no desire to weary the
House with a repetition of the arguments
he had frequently used on such occasions.
He thought it was unworthy of the
Government to attempt to evade a frauk
answer to the meaning of the question,
by saying that they did not know what
was the policy of the late Administration
with regard to this work. 1t was well
known that in the summer of 1873,
months before the advent of the present
Government to powgr, Mr. Perley was
sent by the Departmeéut of Public Works
to report on the necessary enlargement
of the Canal, and ordered to furnish the
partment with plans and specifications
for that purpose. About that time Mr.
Perley proceeded to Cape Breton, and
collected information to enable him to
carry out his instructions, He (Mr.
Miller) could easily understand how tbe
Teport might not have been written out
or dated before the beginning of 1874, as
all that was requisite was that it should
be prepared in time for the estimates,
and before the moeting of Parliament.
But the Secretary of State could not deny
that the materials for the report were
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collected by the engineer in the summer
of 1873, under the orders of the late
Government, [t was therefore a childish
evasion to gay in answer to his hon,
friend’s question that the late Govern-
ment had no policy on the subject.
The plans and specifications had been
submitted {o Parliament in 1874,and after
that the Government had asked and the
House of Commons had voted the sum
estimated to be required to carry out
those plans. There was then nothing
said about any alterations of the pro-
posed dimensions of the canal, as
stated by his hon. friend from Cape
Breton. He had been told last session by
tbe hon. Minister of Agriculture in his
place in Parliament, that the work would
be proceeded with during the past season,
but no word was then spoken in any way
foreshadowing the subsequent alterations.
The members of both Houses from Cape
Breton, as well as the people of that Island,
were therefore led to believe that the
policy of the Government was to adhere
to Mr. Perley’s report and plans. But
during the recess the Minister of Public
Works had undertaken to alter the whole
scheme of enlargement, of his own mere
notion, and, so far as had appeared, with-
out any new information to justify his con-
duct. The Government could allege noth-
ing to justify the change, but the caprice
of the First Minister, which was not
a very desirable rule to be subjected
to, and not at all consistent with our
Parliamentary system. Under the al-
tered plans the canal was going to
cost over $200,000 and when completed
would be very little better than it was at
present. Perbaps $100,0J0 might be
saved for the moment by the new scheme,
but the intended enlargement would not
meet the requirements of the present
time. An agitation would be kept up
until they got what was neceasary for the
increasing trade and commwerce of the
country, but the undertaking would cost
three times as much hereafter as it could

‘be done for now, before the new walls

were built. When the existing walls were
once taken down, in order to proceed
with the excavations, the canalshould be
be made sufficiently large for years to
come. The probability was that the courae
taken by the Wovernment would result in
having expended in the near future on
the enlargement contended for, three
times the sum that would be saved for
the time being. That was shortsighted
economy. , It was more than that—it was
an act of meanness, injustice and bad faith

/
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towards the le of Cape Breton, to
treat & small public work, that was so
necessary to their prosperity, in such a
manner. He felt that they had been
treated by the Government very unfairly
and arbitrarily in the matter, and he
strongly resented the duplicity practised
towards them. After their silence in
Parliament, the Ministry were carrying
things with & high hand to act #s they
had done, but it seemed to
be of a piece with the treatment
they were now disposed to award to
other sma'l Provinces, British Columbia
had her charge iof bad faith against the
Government; Prince Edward Island bad
her charge of bad faith in regard to steam
communication with the mainland, which
was ventilated in Parliament a few days
ago ; and now Cape Breton had her charge
of bad faith in connection with St. Peter’s
Canal, which altogether looked like a
settled policy of bad faith towards the
weaker and smaller Provinces. Was it
because they were small and weak they
were treated in this fashion? The Gov-
ernment might pursue the course of
ignoring t};;“iust olaims of the weak,
while they a large msjority at their
back, and until the people had an oppor«
tunity of speaking out at the polls. He
was glad they had declared their polioy
at last, although it was so hard to iet it
out of them., There was yet one hope
for the friends of the canal. In all pro-
bability it would require two seasons to
make the excavations, and the work of
eracting the walls and building the locks
would not be begun before the third sea-
son, and by that time, if not sooner, the
present Government would be a thing of
the past. Their successurs would be
obliged to carry out the original plans, by
making & new agreement with the con«
tractor before the masonry was com-—
menced; but the country would even
then be compelled to E;y very dearly for
the blunder of the Minister of Public
Works, by the increased price the con-
tractor would exaot from them for con-
senting to the change. (Hear, hear.
Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Ds &ST. JUST
said if anything was to be regretted in
this debate, it was the manuer in which
the Hon. Secretary of State had been
assailed. His hon. friend and himself
had always endeavoured to be courteous
in answering questiens, and the charge
maie could not fairly be thrown in their
faces. It had been answered by his hon,
that their predecessors had no
polioy with regard to the improvement of
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this canal ; no Order of Council had been
filed of their intention to carry on this
work acoording to the plans of Mr.
Perley. He did not see that Cape Breton
bad much csuse for complaint if the
lans submitted by that zentleman had
n a little reduced. The canal had
been referred to as a small matter; but
it would be of larger capacity than the
Welland Canal, and ought not to be
spokeu of in that contemptuous way.
Hon. Mr., MILLER &aid the 8t. Peter's
Canal was intended for sea-going vessels,
and the comparison was not a legitimate

one.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER De ST, JUST
said the locks were to be lengthened and
the canal deepened, 50 as to enable ves-
sels of 36 feet to pass through. This was
» greas capacity for a canal, and it was
wrong to speak of it as & ditch of no con-
sequence. The breached of faith charged
against the Government by the hon. gen-
tleman from Nova tia (Mr. Miller)
were in reality aots %nd deeds in accord-
anoce with the opinions of the people of
the Provinces, and in line with the honest
purpose of the Government. His hon.
friend had no reason, if he was not satis«
fied with the answer given him, to allege
they were trying to hide something from
the House. The Hon, Secretary of State
had stated there was a contract with re-
gard to the canal which was to be pro-
ceeded with, The work, which was of a
stupendous character, would cost a large
amount of money, sand no doubt when
finished would be generally recognised as
one ot great utility. When every matter
in connection with the improvement was
considered, his hon. friend would not
speak lightly of it. It was not advisable
to incur expenditure which wes beyond
the demands of the trade of the locality.

Hon., Mr. AIKINS said the complaint
was that the improvement contemplated
was not s.fficient to meet the require-
ments of the trade. But there was soms-
thing more serious behind this, The
plans of Mr, Perley were laid upon the
table of the Lower House, and a sum of
money was voted for the purpose of the
work ; but the Minister of Public Works
changed the plans and ignored the action
of Parliament. This was a matter which
deserved the attention of Parliament.

Hon, Mr. SCOTT said it was unfortu-
nate to discuss the case without having
the facts before them. He did not. know
all the facts, and he appealed to the hon,
gentleman opposite to say whether he
bad not fairly stated his position at the
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outset, He stated that Mr. Perley had
not made a report to the late Govern-
ment, because his report was dated 1874;
and he moreover observed that if the
present Government had reduced the
width of the canal, they were not bound
to accept all Mr. Perley’s recommenda-
tions. A statement had been made about
the voting of a large sum of money for
this work, but he only found two votes in
the estimates, one of $10,000, and the
other of $75,000, instead of $250,000.
That surely did pot indicate that the
country had committed itself to the ex-
peuditure mentioned, and he thought the
attack of his hon. friend opposite was
uncalled for, unjust and ungenerous when
he had given all the information he had
on the sutject. He did not propose to
reply, but trusted the House would exon-
erate him from the charge of discourtesy.
He always endeavoured to be civil and
to give as much information as was pru-
dent under the circumstances. If the
late Government had committed them-
selves to the enlargement of the canal,
tie hon. gentleman would have had a
basis for his attack, but he had been un-
able to procure any evidence ihat such
was Lhe fact.

Hon. Mr, MILLER—Why did they send
Mz, Perley to report?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said there was no in-
struction to Mr. Perley to make the canal
any particular size. A telegram was sent
to that gentleman asking whether the
width of the canal could be reduced from
50 feet to 40 feet, and he replied “Yes,
that width is quite sufficient except for
paddle-wheeled steamers.”

Hon. Mr, MILLER said the hon, fecre-
tary of State had stated that he bhad
failed to find any evidence whatever of
the iatention of tl{e late Government to
proceed with the enlargement of St.
Peter's Canal, The circumstances were
these :—Mr: Perley was directed by the
late Minister of Public Works to proceed
to the canal, and after careful consider-
tion to make a report of the required
enlargement. He did as ordered, and
spent much time in doing so. He re-
turned to Ottawa in the autumn with the
intention of having his report submitted
at the autumn sgession of Parliament in
1873, but & change of Government took
place and he presumed Mr. Perley was
not required to send in his report ; it was
therefore deleyed until the meeting of
Parliament. Atterwards it was submitted
to the present Government and when the
Minister of Finance brought down his esti-
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timates in 1874, he had set aside $250,000
for the work, on the report which had
been made by Mr. Perley under the in-
structions of Hon. Mr, Langevin.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT eaid he thought the
sum was $75,000.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said the sum esti-
mated was $250,000, but the vote in the
Estimates was $75,000 for the commence-
ment of the work

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dg ST. JUST
said, in 1874, Mr. Fiynn moved in this
matter in the other House, and Mr.
Mackenzie said the report of Mr. Perley
::3 the only plan or specification they

'l‘ixe subject here dropped.

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS moved that an
humble Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor-General, pray-
ing that he will cause to be laid before
this House a statement shewing the news-
gaperl in which advertising has been done

y the Government for the year 1875, in
each of the Provinces of the Dminion.
The statement to give the rates paid for
such advertising, and the amount paid
each paper, as also the total cost.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said the hon. gentle-
man had better include in his motion the
years 1872, '73, '74, and ’75, by way of
comparison.

The motion as smended waa carried.

POSTAL DELIVERY, —

Hon. Mr. READ enquired if the Gov-
ernment intend taking any steps towards
oxtending the postal delivery system, and
to what extent ?

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER Dz ST. JUST
said this matter was under the considera-
tion of the Government. Up to this time
deliveries had been organized in some of
the cities, but whether it would be ex-
tended to all of them remained to be
considered.

Hon, Mr. READ suggested that the
Government should extend the system
to the towns.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT said it was fouad that
it would cost considerably more than was
expected.

QUEBEC HARBOUR COMMISSION,

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER D= ST. JUST
moved the House into Committes of the
Whole on the Quebec Harbour Commis-
sioners’ Act Doubts Removal Bill.

The Committee reported the Bill with-
out amendment, and it was read the third
time and passed.
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CHRISTIAN BROTHERS' SCHOOLS,

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE moved the
second reading of the Christian Brothers’
Schools Incorporation Bill.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said he did not
desire to oppose the second reading of
this Bill, as long as it asked for nothing
that would not interfere with the ordinary
systems of education in the Provinces of
the Dominion. For instance, systems were
established by the Local Legislatures of
Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New
Brunswick ; and he supposed what was
proposed to be dons under this Bill would
be subject to the laws of these Provinces.
It might be supposed that this law, estab-
lished by a higher Parliament than a Local
Legislature, might give the Brothers
greater powera respecting the holding of
lands than the laws of the Local Legis
latures. But this was not the case. The
Bill oa which this was formed was passed
in 1872, incorporating a Wesleyan Society
in Ontario, and provided that they could
hold land to the value of $30,000 per year.
This Bill provides that the Brothers can
hold real estate to the annual value of
$50,000. In these respects some amend-
ment might be necessary, but he was sure
his hon. friend (}Mr. Bellerose) was only
anxious to arrive at the same intention as
was arrived at in the Bill of 1872,

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE said the Bill
spoke for itself. The Brothers wanted
incorporation, but this Bill would not give
them power to do anything that would
be in opposition to the laws of the dif
ferent Provinces. There was nothing to
prevent the Christian Brothers, whether
they were incorpcrated or not, any more
than any other private citizens, from
having private schools. He did not see
anything in any of the provisions binding
them to establish such schools on any
particular system. They only asked by
this Blll to have corporate powers, that
they might possess real estate to such au
amount a3 they required to carry on their
business. The other Bill which passed
this House in 1872, alluded to by the hon.
gentleman (Mr, Campbell), and on which
this was framed, was not objected to, and
this Bill did not go the same length so far
a8 the principle was concerned; but the
Brothers might find it necessary to own
more property than the other, and there
was & good reason for it. It was very well
known thut the Protestant Society, which
wag incorporated two years ago, were mere
members of a comparatively.small con-
gregation—small in this Dominion; but
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the Brothers were interested in the in-
struction of about one-fourth of the com-

' munity, and they intended to have the

number of schools throughout the Domi-
nion which required the property, so that
there was a reason to ask for a little
more power in that respect. He did not
suppose the House would have any objec-
tion to this corporation possessing real
estate of an annual value of $50,000, when
they would have so many schools in the
seven Provinces of the Dominion, and to
refuse that power would be refusing to do

justice to that great body, the Catholics

ot the Dominion. The Brothers desired
to establish agricultural and industrial
schools, and for this purpose they must
have properly. In order to have agri-
cultural schools they should have model
farms ; and to have model farms they
must have power to possess landed pro-
perty, 80 that it was not too much to ask
to be allowed real estate to the amount of
$50,000 per anuum. Under the circum-
stances, he might freely say that the
granting of power to the Brothers tq
possess real property of an annual value
of $50,000 was not granting them so much
as was granted to the Methodist corpora-
tion in 1872, who were empowered to hold
land of an annual value of $30,000.

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON said in
granting these Acts of incorporation they
should study to make one eonform with
the other as much as possible; so that
they might have a clear precedent for such
legislation. It would in fact be better if
there were a general Act, which would
enable such societies to get corporate
powers without speoial Acts of Parlia-
ment.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN said apart from' the
mere fact of allowing the Brothers to hold
property, there should be no exclusive
privileges given them beyond what they -
now possess. If it was only to enable
them to hold property, the House should
not object to vhe Bill,

Hon Mr, HAYTHORNE said he could
bear testimony to the etficiency of the
Christian Brothers Sch sols, but the Senate
should be careful in granting them cor. ~
porate powers. He drew atiention to the
4th and 5th clauses, which referred to a
committee of managemont, partly ap-
pointad and partly elected, and pointed
out that the House had no knowledge of
the constitution of the body which it was
proposed to incorporate.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said he agreed with
his hoa. triend (Mr. Macph=rson), it would
be mora desirable to have a General Act,
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of which bodies requiring incorporation
could avail themselves, and he thought it
would be well worth the consideration of
the Government to place sucha law on
the statute book. He had looked over
the law carefully, as he was given to un-
derstand that an objection would be taken
that there were exceptional privileges
asked for in it, and he for one was not
disposed to grant exceptional privileges
L2 one corporation that he would not ac-
cord to others without reference to de-
nomination. He did not, however, see
anything in this Bill that was objectionable.
It followed very nearly the precedent
established by this House in the Act
granted to the Wesleyan body in 1872;
but even though it excecded the powers
granted in that Bill, as long as there was
nothing wrong in what the promoters of
the Bill asked, it should not be opposed.
As to the other point referred to by his
hishon. friend (Mr. Haythorne), it was a
matter for the Brothers themselves how
-they elected their committes. With
regard to the Bill coming before this Par-
liament, instead of going before the Local
Legislatures, he could see very cleatly
that the object was to save trouble and
expense. A general Act of Incorporation
would suit all the Provinces. In the
town in which helived, for example, there
was & large portion of the population that
were prepared to avail themselves of such
schools, and the Christian Brothers had
promised to establish a seminary there,
on condition that a valuable property
should be given to them for this purpose.
The same thing would occur in all the
other Provinces. He quoted from a Cam-
bridge graduate, a Protestaut writer, who
gave a very high choracter of the Christian
Brothers, ‘as teachers of the poor, and
tpoke highly of the usefulness of the
order. He (Mr. Miller) was very well
pleased that the Bill had been so fairly
treated, and he hoped when it went to the
Committee it would receive the impartial
attention that should always be granted
to legislation of that kind.
Hon. Mr, SCOTT said the Brothers had
already sought incorporation in one or two
rovinces, a circumstance which might
ead to embarrassment were this Bill
passed. He noticed that the gentlemen
hamed in the preamble were also named
in the preamble of the Ontario Bill. The
latter measure was entitled “An Act to
incorporate the Christian Brothers’
Schools;” the title of this Bill was slightly
different, and the conditions were also
different in some instances. In Ontario
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they were restricted to holding property
of the value of $5,000. To pass this Bill
would he-creating legislation “entirely in
discordance with what already existed.
Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE thought and
believed that if an Act of incorporation
was obtained from this Parliament, that
Provincial Acts would not be in force.

Hon. Mr. MILLER presumed the proper
course would be to afterwards get the
local Act repealed.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE—Certainly, if
any difficulty arises.

Hon. Mr. DICKEY thought there was
a great deal in the suggestions made by
the Secretary of State ; it would create a
clashing of interests to pass a general law
overriding tne others, unless the powers
of those Acts were surrendered. It would
be well for the hon. promoters of the Bill
to consider this.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE said, supposing
the Act of incorpovation went to the Su-
perior Court, and it was decided that Par-
liament had no power to deal with the
matter, because of the existence of the
local charters, it was at the ri:k of the
Brothers themselves.

Hon, Mr. AIKINS pointed out that the
statement that this soziety was poorer
than the Wesleyan Missionary Society was
scarcely correct. The Christian Brothers
had an income of $500,000, whereas the
latter orgaunization had $150,000 a year.
Besides, that society was really organized
for charitable rather than school pur-
poses.

Hon. Mr. BELLEROSE said what he
stated was this—that there was as much
reason for incorporating the Christian
Brothers as the Wesleyan Missionary
Society, as the latter denomination did not
number 80 many as the Catholics. A con-
gregation might be very rich snd yet poor
in numbers, That was a very good argu-
ment that the real estate ought to be
larger than the Wesleyar Saciety.

The Bill was read the second time and
referred to the Private Bills Committee.

SALARIES OF COUNTY COURT JUDGES.

The Nova Scotia County Court Judges
Salary Bill was read the second time,
The House adjourned at 5 p.m.
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Tugspay, March 14.

The PRESIDENT took the chair at 3
p- m.

Prayers were read.

After routine.

PROHIBITORY LIQUOR LAW.

Hon. Mr, VIDAL moved that the Hon,
Messrs.  Aikins, Alexander, Armand
Benson, Bureau, Ferrier, Flint, Girard,
McClellan, McLelan, McDonald, Macdon-
ald, Montgomery, Wark, and the mover
be aSelect Committee to examine and
report upon the several patitions relating
to legislative prohibition of the trafficin
intoxicating liquors, and that six members
of the eaid Committee shall constitute a
quorum. In moving for this C mmittee
it was not his inteniion to make any
remark further than to state that
because no petitions were being pre-
sented on this subject during the present
sesgion, it should not lead the House to
suppose there was any abatement in
public opinion on the temperance
question. The petition which he had the
honour to present to this House on Friday
Jast from the Montreal Convention, was
understood by the friends o! temperance
throughout the couuntry to be the embodi-
ment of their views and wishes and their
prayer, and it was acting upon the advice
of that Convention thatv the temperance
bodies throughout the Dominion refrained
from presenting petitions this year. 'I'here
was no abatement whatever of the desp
interest taken in this important question,
and in all probability this Parliament
would hear from the people on it unless
some advance were made this ression
towards granting the legislation they de-

Hon. Mr. CORNWALL moved in am" nd-
ment to increase the number forming a
quorum of the Committee from six to
nine.

Hon. Mr. VIDAL had no objection to
do s0 if the hon. gentleman could assign
& reason.

Hon. Mr. REESOR could see no neces-
s'ty for increasing the quorum of the
Committee, as their report would have o
be considered by the whole House and it
would be for them to do so.

Hon. Mr. ATKINS could see no reason
why this Committee should require a
larger number to form a quorum than any
other Committee of the House, of thesame
size,

Hon, Mr. VIDAL agreed to strike out
the last clause of the resolution.
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Hon. Mr. CORNWALL withdrew his
amendment, and the main motion was
carried,

GOVERNMENT BANK DEPOSITS.

Hon. Mr. READ moved that in the
opinion of this House the practice of the
Government as regards the depositing
Public,Funds in the Banks of the Dominion
is calculated to produce undue and un-
natural expansion and contraction in
buziness, an.is prejudical to the interests
ol the country. In moving the resolu-
tion he claimad the indulgence of the
House while he presented the reasons
why he had arrived at the conclusion that
the present system of Government bank
deposits was calculated to create expan-
sion and contraction in Lusiness, and
was detrimental to the public welfare. It
would be necessary for him to refer to
our bauking system, the system of Gov-
ernmevnt deposits and other Government
transactions with the banks as far back as
the year 1863. In that year the fininces
of Canada were not in a very prosperous
coadition, and all would recollect that at
that time the Finance Minister of the
Sandfield Macdonald—~Dorion Ministry
found it necessary to apply to the Mon-
treal Bank for assistance. That bank not
being very scrupulous, did not fail to take
advantage of the necessities of the
country in exacting terms not in the
interest of the country, some of which
were that the Government should
keep all their deposits in the Mon-
treal Bank aad n» other; that they
stould keep a largs amount of money
at al times on deposit, at the oredit
of the Government, and that this ar-
rangcmoant should expire only after long
notice had been given. Hon. gentle-
men would recollect the debates that took
place upon that arrangement. When the
Governments required exchange on Eug:
land, to meet their necessities, the bank
did not fail to charge a goad round pre-
mivm—it was said at the time, & very
large per cent above what exchange could
be bought for over the counter; the dif-
ference, if his memory served him rightly,
being two per cent. Things went on in
that manner uniil 1866, In 1866 the
Finance Minister of the day proposed
that the Government should issue notes
to the extent of $5,000,000, and he intro-
duced a measure, the terms of which were,
toa great extent, dictated by Mr. King, of
the sfontreal Bank. This measure pro-
vided that any bank could withdraw its
own ciroulation scrip and issue Govern.
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ment notes, the Government paying to
the banks five per cent on their circula-
tion, and that went on until 8ir John Rose
introduced another banking scheme, a
measure that was generally conceded to

o & cast-iron one. However, he did not
Press it ; there being a strong objection to
1t, as it had not sufficient elasticity, which
our banking institutions required. He
was in the House of Commons .at the
time, and although not a weak supporter
of the Government, he informed 8ir John
Rose that he would oppose this measure,
even if it defeated the Government.
There were times when bauks had to ex-
pand, and while at certain times they had
to issue bills to move the crops of the
country, the return was generally back in
gold before these bills were returned for
specis. The measure was of such a charac-
ter that banks could not issue notes with
out first giving- gold to the 'Government.
It .did not therefore pass the House, but
was withdrawn. Coming down to a
later period, Sir John Rose resigned,
aud the Government of the day had to
look for another Finance Minister, and
they found one in Sir Francis Hincks.
Everybody wondered ; the press of the
c¢ountry demounced the appointment in
unwmeasured terms, and no one seemed
satisfied. At the time he (Mr. Read) was
travelling in England with a friend, a
member of the House of Commons, and he
recollected when they heard of the ap-
pointment his friend remarked that Sir
John must have gone crazy for taking
Sir Francis Hincks into his Cabinet.
But hon.' gentlemen were all aware
of the service which he (Hincks) ren-
dered to this country. He first took
bold of the silver nuisance and banished
it in a short time. He then took hold of
the Bank of Montreal question, and re-
lieved the country from its grasp. He
had the courage to say that the notice
for the discontinuance of the arrange
ment with that bank shouid be given, and
it was terminated, and a new system in-
augurated. When the Government found
that their deposits were greater than it
was necessary for them to keep, they re-
duced taxation, and when the present
Government' oame into office there was
& surplus in hand, the result of six years'
operation of the old Government, of over
ten millions of dollars, as may be seen by
the present Finance Minister’s own state-
ment, issued in England on the 13th of
October, 1875. Yet the present Govern-
ment with this surplus in their hands in-
orossed 1tlzxo taxation. He took exception
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at the time, for he believed, as he did still,
that it was an unwise, unnecessary, mischie-
vous and uncalled for measure, not in
the interest of the country. It was injurious
to the Dominion for the Government to
enact such a mishievous measure, and to
announce a deficit in the Speech from the
Throne, when in fact there was a bona fide

‘Deposits.

surplus, as will beseen by Mr, Cartwright's
own figures, which he laid before the ng-
lish people on the 19th October, 1875,

when he went into the money market of
the world as a borrower :—Surplus, 1868,
£204,358 14; 1869, £345,351.66; 1870,
£1,181,30276 ; 1871, £3,608,530.56 ; 1872,
£3,039,840.20 ; 1873, £1,636,574.84; 1874,
£887,566,56 ; 1875, £972,000. The an-
nouncement of this deficit was not only
incorrect, but proved most disastrous to
the negotiations which were then going on
by our Commissioner in Washington for
reciprocal trade relations with this counéry.
He was not at all disappointed when the
Hon. Finance Minister, to show the true
condition of the country, wrote his fa-
mous letter of the 19th of Ogtober last,
published in London, which showed theke
was no deficit, and there was no founda-
tion for the increase in the taxation of the
country. He would quote from that
letter. Mr. Cartwright says :—The
revenue has shown a continuous surplus
during each year since Confederation in
1867, although it has in the interval been
charged with much heavy expenditure of
an exceptional kind, such as outlays con-
nected with the several Fenian attacks
on the country, the acquisition and organ-
ization of new territories, and providing
an adeq'uate defensive force for the Do-
minion,” &c. These were very important
amounts that were charged to the consol-
dated revenue of the country. Butin
addition to that, he would read further,
and prove that the Hon. Finance
Minister had shown there was an annual
surplus in the receipts of the Dominion
ever since the year 1868, in pounds ster -
ling, a3 follows :—

YEAR, REVENUE. EXPENDITURE. SURPLUS
1868 £2,857,652 £2,800,608 £ 12,040
1869 2,905,661 2,924,601 71,000
1870 3,231,714 bX . 243,068
1871 8,867,112 8,124,616 742,498
1872 4,142,068 8,517,808 25,070
1873 4,276,740 8,930,006 886,744
1874 4,073,649 4,791,088 182,628

Then he said, #“In the year ending the

30th June last, notwithstanding the un-
precedented depression in trade in Cana-
dian staples, the returns, (though some-
what incomplete,) show a satisfactory re-
suls of a surplus of £200,000 sterling.”
Was not that a flattering statement, to
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say that the late Government had rolled
tp for them after ‘six years of their ad-
ministrdtion of the affairs of the Domin-
ion, & surptus of over tem millions of
dollars; over seven millions of which was
atill'in ‘the hdnds of the banks of this
¢country, to the crédit of the Government 7
In addition to this the Finance Minister
stated in the same lettar that “‘the annual
payment for the sinkinig fund is included
in the current expenditure, and forms in
the aggregate a further sum of £700,000
since Confederation, about $3,400,000,” so
that everything had been charged to.cur-
rent expenditure, and the result was, that
in the eight yearsup to now the surplus
was nearly twelve millidns of dollars—not
& bad ‘bBalance sheet for the country to
éxhibit. He had briefly explained the
drrmgement which was made, and would
next ‘show that as the Government de
posits intreased in the banks so did the
trade of the country expand, and that in
proportion as the deposits decreased
would contraction follow. It was peces-
sary to show thestate of the finances when
the taxation was imposed in 1874. In
Mairoh of that year there was in the hands
of the 'banks over $7,900,000, and in the
following year over $10,000,000. The tax
which ‘had been imposed had therefore
not been é&xpended, and in his opinion
it should not bave been imposed unless it
were tequisite. It would be well to show
how far thess Govetniment deposits had
incredsed the expansion of trade. The
discounts would be a fair criterion to go
upon in this respect. We found on the
31st August, 1873, the discounts were
$118,000,000; on the 31st August, 1874,
$131,000,000; on the 31st April, 1875,
when we had in the banks no less a
sum than $14,319,539 61, the discounts
amounted to $138,000,000; or, in othér
words the expansion from August 3lst,
1873, to August 31st, 1874, was $13,000,-
000. Following that a little further, the
expahsion from August 3lst, 1873, to the
31st April, 1875, during twenty months,
was $20,000,000. While the deposits in
the batiks had increased $10,000,000, the
expansion had increased $20,000,000 ;
and it was a fair assumption that the Gov-
erniient deposits in the banks had some-
thing to do with this, Next take the con-
tractions, From the lst April, 1875, to 1st
January, 1876, the discounts contracted
$16,000,00,000, and it was only fair to
sippise that the circular issued in June
last” notifying the withdrawal from the
bﬁ!:g of ‘some $6,000,000, had had the
effect’ of tontracting tﬁe discounts.  He
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took exception, therefare, to the Govern”
ment borrowing a large amount- smount
of money in England to lend. In his
budget speech of last year, the Finance
Minister said :(— .

“No doubt it would have besn very
easy to make the loan on the Imperial
guarantee, but 1t must be observed that
had we done so we would have lost a very
favourable opportunity for negotiating a
loan on our own credit which might not
return again, and—what I considér of
more importance—we w