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FRENCH in N. a. HION SONOOLS

Much time and energy are now wasted in N. B. High

Sdiools on the subject of French. Can we cali mone or

Ics's skilful coaching for a stereotyped eaiaintea.ch-
ing? Car i ether our educationists or citizens be content

to measure resuits solely by the number cf marks won at

said examination? Should no.t our High School gradu-
ates be able to speak, te read and to write simple Fren.ch?

French is a spoken, living language, and if pupils ai

no I)ractical command of it, wby give it a place on our
crowded curriculum?

T'hough keenly conscious cf the limitations of the

class rom, the writer after several years cf experiment-
ing, is convinced that by applying the Direct Me" odto

a suitable course some progress can be made even withîn

the limita of thc High School courue. The acquWsti o f
a language is the work cf a lifime, but thc Hegl Sclioo

can reasonably be expected te lay such a foendaion as

will enable its graduate to confntie u"tl le libu tered
French.

The teaching cf Frenchi inglitbeaelote;ft
by better qualified teachers; second, by ùnprovdmethoà;
and, third by such changes in the prescribed cureas
weuld give ef fect to the foregoîng..

One ignorant of Uic multiplication tale is net al-
lowed te teach algebra. And "Wul we encorage fthc

teaching cf Frenchi by those wh o Mld n«t maiiiaiiifl
simpletst of conversatioaf in tht lanuff? Ou>
teachers say that they studied but *ee ix taugl. to

speak Frenchi at the University. hee Univcrsty replies

that its students are expected t ornef rom thê ,IW*
Schools with some slight knowledge of Frenc;di;

further, that the University cHfers no Surus in pedagWg.
Responsibility is flot fixe&.

Unfortunately our Noema Sclio cers ne o ur. Mn
advanced pedagogy and many higer grad& teublerS lack

adequate professional traiin4.Could IMnef e elefbe
found, as has been donc in qtlicr subjects, tbrwg8h Suai
mer Schools? Or, fafling that, niiglit our udaalmal-
authorities net encouirage 'tealers to attend suitaielc
courses outside of the Province? e. g., "TIhe McS SW9Si

mer School for Teachers cf FrenciL New! Brunswick
teachers have ever showzi an cagerness to improve »nY op-
portunity offering prof""sonl*mpr' eet.

Many, perhaps nacet, N_ B. teacliers are using tIýc

Grammar Translation method Tho*gli once the i-

most universal method cf teachiing Iafflag.O 4ai ehOol

modem educationists, hesitate te recomni dit eenfor
teaching the classics. By the Grammar Mtthld the mnOt

skilful teacher does not get resuits coemomurate wi the

amount'of energy expended. This is ehiquoety deiua-

strated by the almost universal disUke for Latîn, Greek

The teaching of French wifl continue to be a farce
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