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\‘L'BSCRIBF.RS will not in future be sent receipts for moneys re-
v 7 mitted for subscription fees.  The number on cach printed address
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a change of this number will be equivalent to a receipt.  Our friends
are reminded that all subscriptions are payable in advance, so that the
~weond year’s subscription of any one whose label shows a less number
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notice in past issues; but there are great numbers yet in arrears, and we
would be greatly obliged if they will not let this matter escape their

atention.  Please strengthen our hands by remitting promptly.,

Comment and Criticism.

] EADERS and subscribers all!  We wish you the merriest and

happiest of Christimasses, and we know of nothing in any part of
this Dominion that should prevent all Canadians from thoroughly enjoy-
At least, from a military point of view, the
Jrospect is eminently satisfactory.  Peace and good will reign everywhere,
yet the impetus given to the volunteer movement by the active service
of 1885 remains, and in each province we find renewed interest taken in
rrlitia matters, and the force occupying a better standing in public

opinion, and more thoroughly alive to the necessity that exists for reach-
ing a yet higher standard of efficiency.  If we could only be assured that
the Gazerre has had some share in keeping up this ambitious spirit it

would be the most aceeptable Christmas greeting that could be offered us.

NE word more.  Many of our subscribers have given us unsolicited

praise, and a few have frankly criticized us, and both classes of cor-
respondents we wish to thank for these evidences of kindly fecling.  To
our fricnds we would hint, that the best way they can help us now is by
increasing our subscription list.  Ilach subscriber on our list could, if he
were so minded, casily procure us one more subscriber,  Let cach think
that this would just double our subscription list, and more than double
our power of performing satisfactory work. At this season of good will
and good resolutions, we commend the Gazerre to your friendly con-
sideration.  Let those who aze in arrears pay up, those who have been
taking the paper without intending to pay, if there are any such, drop it,
and let all get us new subscribers and new advertizers,

l)ERl()I)ICALLY we come across a growl in some of our contem-

poraries  becanse all the men engaged in quelling the rebellion
have not received the medal, and often the growl is accompanied by an
insinuation that some discrimination has been made, either by the gen-
cral in command, or I))" somebody else in authority; in fact, that kissing
has gone by favor in this matter.
we do not believe

Now we may as well say plainly that
a word of this, and that we do believe that every case
will be ultimately decided upon its own merits by the Imperial authori-
ties.  Morcover we are in a position to know positively that, so far as Sir
Fred. Middleton is concerned, that officer recommended for the distine-
tion, militia, volunteers, and mounted police alike: consequently we hope
no more will be heard of such unfair complaints, for, as we have said,

is certain that all who can show a just claim to receive the medal will in

due time be awarded it
\ I have good reason for he''eving that, although they are not organ-
/ ized as a purcely military force, some, at least, of the Mounted
Police will receive the medal, but the difficulty in their case is to decide
just who should have it. Tt would be manifestly unfair to give it to all
of them indiscriminately, for on the same grounds it might be claimed
by every man, woman and child who was in the North-West at the time
of the rebellion, nor can they be considered as on a parallel footing to
those troops who, although they never smelt powder, took up arms ex-
pressly to help quell the insurrection, and who travelled long distances
with that one special object.  Probably the fairest way with the police
would be to restrict the medal to those who had the luck to be actually
under fire, whether at Duck lake, Cut Knife, Batoche, including those
who were on board the Marguss, or at Frenchman’s Butte, and it is pro-
bable that any distribution to them would be arranged on Some such
basis. Indeed, we understand a recommendation has already gone for.
ward embodying this view of the case,
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N England there is a large number of volunteer engineers and they
l have made themselves exceedingly useful, so much so that nearly
all the regiments can show in their ranks men wearing two medals for
war service in Egypt and the Soudan, where some also have found their
last resting place. Commenting upon the good quality of the work done
by this branch of the auxiliary forces, the Volunteer Service Review says:
“In signalling day and night; in the telegraph and electric schools; in
all the minute details of proficiency of submarine mines, and in laying
them out both in a heavy sea and in a tidal stream; in all cases, the
Volunteer Engineers who had completed or were doing their second
year of training, and many who had only completed their first year, were
perfectly fit and quzﬂiﬁed to take their place as trained and effective
sappers in the ranks of the regular army.”
tion. We have only three companies of engineers left in the Dominion,
and if they are efficient it is due to their own energy, and not to any special
encouragement they have received from the government. We should
have in Canada 2,000 military engineers of one kind or another, includ-

Compare this with our condi-

ing men trained in telegraph, submarine mining, and torpedo work, and
the sooner the Militia department sets about securing them the better it
will be for the country.

CO;\'IMEN'I‘IN(} upon our condemnation of the system which, in the

urgent demand for recruits, allows deformed men occassionally to
get into the active force, the Volunteer Service Revieww imagines that the
fault lies not so much with the regimental surgeons as with the regi-
mental commanders, points out that a lot of good men, who at present
hold aloof, would be attracted into the ranks were the conditions of
enrolment as regards health, chest measurement, ete., of a more stringent
character, and argues that the popularity of some regiments which have
already raised the standard is ample proof of the soundness of its views,

We are quite willing to have the blame for enlisting unsuitable men -

saddled on the commanding othicers; in fact we do not care where it is
placed, provided the defect is remedicd by some means or other; l:u't we
think the instances given are scarcely a])plicnl)'lc, inasmuch as it was
regiments already popwlar which were enabled to adopt stringent
rules, because from their popularity they could afford to restrict their
membership, rather than that they have become popular because they
have adopted them.  ‘I'wo or three of our corps are in a position to
exact such conditions, but not the bulk of them.

"TTHE articles which we are yeprinting from the English service perio-

dicals, show a very satisfactory tendency in many ways: a tendency
to consider the auxiliary forces as of real service, instead of pleasure
seekers: and a tendency o consider the men in the regular army sen-
tient, intelligent beings, instead of machines.  ‘The necessity which the
conditions of modern warfare has enforced of giving the men some slight
opportunitices to exercise their individual judgments is the reason for this
state of affairs in the regular service: the necessity for using the auxili-
aries for active work occasionally has proved their value, and the result
we hope will be that both branches will be greatly benefitted and brought

nearer together in fact and in feeling by the natural and steady modifica-
tions now taking place.

Obituary.

N the 14th instant there passed away at his residence, Aylwin village,
.Q., an officer, who, although perhaps not well known outside his
immediate circle, was an example to the force. Capt. J. C. Chamberlin,
commanding No. 6 Kazabazua company of the 43rd battalion, was one
of the best types of the rural commanding officer, having for many years
maintainedt a thoroughly efficient company at a great distance, not only
from his battalion headquarters but from any point from which his men
could gain any military experience by contact with other troops.  Until
the reorganization of the 43rd in 1881 the company was independent,

and had been alternately under the control of No. 4 and No. 5 distric,
In whichever it was it soon became a byword with the several D.ALGY,
as a pattern, and at every camp turned up without a vacant place,
‘The spirit infused into the men by the captain is clearly shown by
the fact that for this year’s camp some of his men footed it a hundred
and twenty miles through the wilderness to be on hand when wantd,
Capt. Chamberlin was an old man, having attained the age of 65 yuars,
but he was one of those small, compactly built, lively men who never
seem to age, and the forty-third will mourn and miss his enlivening
presence when next it gathers in battalion camp.  Captain Chamberlin
took a second class certificate from the military school at the time that
those institutions were managed by the Imperial army, and had becn in
command of his present company nearly fourteen years.

Ontario Artillery Association.

AJOR KING, of the Welland Canal Ficld Battery, has given noticc

that he intends to move for the amendment of the constitution of

the association, in such a way that the eighth rule will read as follows,
the words in italics embodying the proposed changes:

“8. A general meeting of the association shall be held annnaliy
immediately after the firing and other competitions of the Ontario battei i s,
at such place /n Ontario as may be appointed by the exccutive com-
mittee. No alteration of the constitution of the association shall he
made excepting at such meeting ; twenty-one days’ notice of any motion
involving such alteration shall be given in writing by the member intend-
ing to propose it at the general meeting, to the secretary, who shall Jive
notice thereof to members of the asseciation by publishing it at once in the
¢ Canadian Militia Gaselte.”

T'his resolution, if carricd, would establish the Gazeire as the
official organ of the Ontario artillery associaton. Tt appears to us tha
it would be decidedly a benefit to all large artiliery and rifle associations
to have a duly recognized organ: the National Rifle Association of
Great Brinin recognizes the Volunteer Service Gaseffe, and we know of
no other publication in Canada than this which could be utilized by like
associations in the Dominion,

New Publications.

\/ E have received a copy of Segt.-Instructor Munroc's little book on
squad drill*, in which he attempts, and very successtully, we think,
to simplify that groundwork of all military knowledge.  In his pretace
he points out the difficulties which that part of the Ficld Excrcise joe-
sents to recruits, “one of which is the constant reference inits pages o
other parts of the book, reminding them of movements already learnced.
and also referring to movements with which they are yet unacquaintud
thereby omitting long details and much neeessary information (no doubt
a good thing for conciseness in a great work of the kind, intenicd
more for the guidance of the staff of the army than for the perusal
those less advanced), as it was never intended for a self-instructor.”
Acting on the principle of supplying these omissions, Sergt, Munroe
goes carefully through part onc of the Field Exercise, supplying cven
note and word of command likely to make the instruction plainer to the
recruit. It is when he gets to the drill in two ranks that the henehi o
this is most apparent, for in such scetions as g2, changing front i»
wheeling or file formation; g1, marching, wheeling, and forming in file-:
45, part 2, forming fours on the march; 46, fours forming squad, wher:
many commands are grouped tcgether and generalized in the Ficld
ixercise, the book under notice gives the words of command and detinite
instructions for cach variation in full. A few uscful paragraphs a:c
added, instructing the recruit how to size, form single rank or files, nuns-
ber, &c., all of these being useful additions. A comparison of the tevs
of the two bhooks will forcibly impress on everyone the many famili.
procedures which have been lear.t by seeing others do them, and nes
from any written description, and how impossible it would be for .
man to teach himsclf squad drill without some such aid as now given.
We can recommend Sergt. Munroe's little work both to those neod!
ing to learn their squad drill, and to those who have to teach it, or 1
more general terms, to the whole Canadian force, or for that matter
ZII_IToldicrs using the Imperial Field Exercise as their text book on squal
rill.

Licut.-Col. Labranche has prepared and handed over to Mr, Scriver, secretan
the volunteer veteran asssociation, a list of 200 names of those who served during !
Fenian troubles of '66 and ’70.  The Dominion Parlianent will be petitioned durin..,
the approaching session to grant compensation to those men for wervices rendere
They expect that they will receive medals and serip, as those who servedin the Nowil -
west affair.—Halifax Chronitle,

*Squad drill clucidated, by J. B. Munroe, Sergt. Instructor, € Co., 1, S, 0
Toronto; Hunter, Rose & Co. 50 cents,
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Future of the English Volunteer Force.

From the “Army and Navy Gazette.”

“OW that a committee has been assembled at the War Office to con-
\ sider the future of the volunteer force, we trust that among the
v points for reflection which the present state of that body presents,
- all-important one of discipline will not be lightly passed over. Much
o~ the volunteers have advanced in soldierly qualities during recent
ars, discipline, properly so called, cannot be said to exist among them.
(' amanding officers” orders are uwfovtnnatgl\ nothing more than solici-
“asand appeals to the interest or enthusiasm bf those under their
coomand. It ha.s become so much the custom to scoff at the volunteer
cooomeloand deny his claim to his rank, that the feeling which prevails
peoviety permeates the ranks to a greater or less extent, with a result
coimental to discipline and all regimental good order. . No matter how
i ortant the occasion, not a man- can be compelled, in spite of his
oowrate form of enlistment, to attend any parade except at his conveni-
A unitorm is supplied to cach man - in the vast majority of cases
e public expense  and vet there is no power by which he can be
o sod to wear it i he has not the incination to do so. From the
cowal mspectioang even, his assertion that his business or his state of
cocth prevents his attendanee is considered by many commanding
crsasatficient excuse forabsence. ‘There are, in fact, many thousand
Sondeers who vear after vear get feave from the inspection, utterly dis-
- d the ordu's whichare sent to them at frequent intervals, and when
Shist week or two 1 Octobor comes, have o be induced by coaxing
ihreats o seramble anvhow llnnugh the rejquisite number of dnll.s
ll'u'u their class, 50 as to be returned as efficient.  This achieved,
Shand intheir riides and go their way, to be seen no more till a dis-
vaeted stafl takes them in hand again the following: October.  But it is
ron ol impossible for volunteer officers to compel attendance on parade:
oo when the unitorm is donned, and a man appears in.soldier’s guise
dnlls he ts almost as much as ever his own master. No breach of dis-
e that he may commit, except in the vare cases of his being brigad-
¢t with the regular troops, is a military offence, or can be in any way
< wvialdly pumxhcd as one. . No matter how much a volunteer may dis-
e his unifo:m by drunkenness and insubordination - even by personal
fenee tooa superior officer in the discharge of military dut)—thc
herren remedy Hes only in the ordinary police court. — OF course, in such
arase the offender would be dismissed from his corps, and might be
v edupon to pay his capitation grant under his private agreement with
-~ olonel. "This latter penalty is, however, rarely enforced, for in most
maiences the regimental stalt are only too anxious to hush any such
et up, and prevent its des®oving the eharacter and reputation of the
eaiment. s a matter of fact, the existing Volunteer Regulations were
roaed years ago, for a different class of men from those who now mainly
canpose our tcitizen army.” From being the plaything of the middle
cwsses, volunteering has sunk deeply into the heart of the people, and
caverage private inoour urban corps is a mechanic or workman of some
On him the rules of the seevice, which seem to be summed up
i the Kindergarten threat, *“1f vou aie not good, you shall not play,”
bave really very little, if any, hold.  He joins cither because he likes
wodiering, because he wants to show himself off in uniform, or more
Toaiently, perhaps, becanse some of his friends who are volunteers per-
nlc him that it is a pleasant reercation. In many - indeed most -
coresche does his duty, and becomes a valuable adjunct to the military
sength of his countiy, But if he does so, it s owing entirely to his
- enthusiasm, and hot in any way to the binding power of the contract
osolemnly swears to fulfil. He may e, and frequently is, an utterly
~fess burden to the foree, a hard bargain even at the low price the
—antey pavs for lam il drilled. uiterly undisciplined, and unable to
oot And being all this, e may sull nominally fulfil the terms of
< ernment etficiney.” Tt is to this et that we would eall the notics
U Lord Harris” committee, feeling sure tha it will admit the necessity
S mportant. modifications in the terms of the present contract, if the
Launteers are to become, as the majority ot them carnestly desire to
come, really rehiable as a defensive foree. The country has seen
reeently that there exists among the volunteers a comparatively large
"aly of enthusiastic soldiers, whose efficiency is only limited by their
oonortunities: but no greater mistake could be made than to judge the
\\ ml(. of the 200,000 by those who attend at Aldershot and elsewhere
racourse of pmmcal military training.  We strongly urge the advis-
.milit\ of drawing the reins of discipline much more tightly than hither-
. Special |)cnaluc~. ought to be attached to breaches of discipline and
w~ubordination when under arms, whether at Aldershot or on the regi-
‘mnnl parade.  When a man puts on a military uniform he ought to be
nade to take upon himself military responsibilities, and to distinctly
tderstand that as long as he wears a soldier’s dress he ceases to be a
~ailian, It is our firm belief that such action on the part of the gov-
eament would be esteemed a compliment by the majority of the present

volunteers, who are fully aware that stringent rules are not made to in-
timidate the loyal majority, but to repress and keep in check the ill
disposed, and that the greater the responsibility attaching to the per-
formance of any duty the more honorable and important such duty be-
comes, No man is obliged to become a volunteer; but when he has
joined the service, power ought to be given to commanding officers to
compel the performancc of work which, though undertaken voluntarily,
ought to be, if necessary, rigidly fulﬁlled On one point we entirely
disagree with certain correspondents who lately addressed letters to the
Standard.  Some foolish people would seek to ignore and in ev ery way
lower volunter rank.  If the velunteer force is to exist as a military institu’
tion,andif the non-commissioned officers and men are to be made 1o obey
orders willingly, something will have to be done in the direction, not
of unmilitarising but militari: ing the commissioncd ranks,  Itis in every
way more essential that the officers of a force like the volunteers should
have a recognised military status than ceven linesmen or militiamen, for
we fail to see how discipline is to be properly maintained in such an
organisation if Jack in the ranks, who has committed some ‘serious
offence, is encouraged to reason with himself, “I'm as good as he is: he's
no officer, he's not.”  The linesman and militiaman are under restraint
after their parades arc over. ‘The volunteer, when he is dismissed parade,
goes his way.  Could any army officer, after due reflection, advocate the
inculcation of feelings of contempt for authority in an armed body, and
in face of the fact that the man whose position is sought to be lowered
15 actually in possesssion of a commission signed by his Sovercign? It
is simply a marvel to us how discipline has ever heen maintained at all
in the volunteer army, with the deep-rooted opinion existing in many
quarters, openly given vent to in the public press, and read by non-
commissioned officers and men in their offices and workshops, that a
commission granted by the Sovereign to a volunteer officer is no com-
mission at '1II‘ and that Col. Smith, l\lajm Jones, and Captain Robinson
are not colonel, major or captain at all, but only plain “misters” arrogat-
ing to themselves an authority which thc have not. It is a state of
affairs which cannot be tolerated any lon‘gc r, if the volunteers are to be
raised to a position which we firmly believe they would willingly assume
-—that of a reliable home reserve, not for use in case of invasion only,
but to be embodiel, under certain conditions, on an emergency, such as
a Buopean war.  The one great requirement of the foree is discipline, a
discipline which will make every offizer and man liable to certain pains
and penalties if he fails to obey orders and render himself thoroughly
effective,  We hold that it would be better to have 100,000 men who
could be implicity relied upon than 200,000, such as we have at present,
the majority of whom are, indeed, “civilian soldiers,” and regard them-
sclves as such, and who consider their officers only civilians too.  Un-
fortunately, they are encouraged to do so by a few small-minded men
who, forgetting the nation and its requirments, sct aside all reason and
common-sense, and would seek to convert what might be made a valu-
able institution into a veritable national menace.

Officer and Man.

T is not to be denied that many an individual possessed of abilities of
l a kind that might be of the greatest use to him travels through life
without utilising, and even without discovering, his powers.  So, too, a
very large proportion of officers go thiough their mihitary career without
utilising an immense power for good which, to a greater or less extent,
they all have ready to their hand, viz, the exereise of a thorough moral
ascendency over their men. ‘They appear to - think that by dint of a
steady continuance of drill they can count on implanting, in time, the
best standard of disc ipline and smartness into those set under them, It
is true that this svstem may produce an effect more or less satistactory to
the eye in time of peace: but with the rough usage of active service the
veneer soon falls away, and exposes the rough unpolished surtface of the
inferior workmanship below.  The main clements of suceess in battle
are true discipline and thorough training on the part of the troops, and
it should, therefore, be the aim of every ofheer, while times of peace yet
afford the opportunity. to infuse these requirements into his men in the
most cffective way,  In our service, as Lord Wolseley has very truly
observed, we are apt to work in the reverse way to what a little reflection
and common sense would show us to be the right way,  The Archduke
John, in his excellent lecture on this subject, given in Vienna some three
years ago, pointed this out in the statement that one is very apt to work
from outwards inwards instead of the reverse way.  We should not
endeavor to cure a lunatic by controlling his physical vagaries with a
straight waistcoat, but by examining and treating the brain and nerves.
If officers were generally to base their instruction on an appeal to the
hearts and brains of their men, the desired results would be attained with
a comparatively small expenditure of time, and built up on more lasting
foundations. Excellence in details of parade is in our army insisted on
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as the first point in the efficiency of the soldier, to the neglect of his
ability to work well and intelligently in the field. As the Austrian gen-
eral puts it—*Parade drill is a luxury, and only to be indulged in after
the soldier has thoroughly mastered his field duties.” And to thoroughly
ground the soldier of to-day in this latter branch of his work is no dfficult
task, since he is now fairly educated, and is quite capable of grasping the
“why” and the “how,” in addition to the “what,” provided that they are
intelligently explained to him. But it is necessary to the success of the
system that the instruction be given by the officer himself in a way that
commends itself as thoroughly intelligible and attractive to the pupil.
Officers are still to be found who maintain that discipline is irreconcil-
able with short service, and that it is merely a matter of continuous drill
and merciless suppression of all individuality of the soldier; but can there
be a doubt in any reasonable person’s mind that their ideal is a false form
of discipline, a gloss that only stood well in peace, if we may read cor-
rectly, between the lines, in the accounts of the Peninsula campaign?
If theirs were the true discipline they would be right in saying it could
never be instilled into a short-service army; but in our army, at least,
there exists germs of a far stronger and less debased form of union between
officers and men, which in these days should be more easy of develop-
ment than formerly. In old days it took an officer some years of service
to gain a standing sufficient to impress the old soldiers under his charge,
and even then he was, as a rule, ignorant of his duties, and, therefore,
not altogether the man that they would entrust with the responsibility of
their lives in action. Now all this is altered ; after a service of compara-
tively a few years the officer finds himself an older soldier than any of
his men, and, under the influences of compulsory promotion tests, and
the more soldierly spirit of the age, he is at least fairly well up in his
work. On these grounds alone the young soldiers who come under his
charge are inclined from the first to respect him as being an old soldier,
and to trust themselves to the direction of his superior knowledge. It
only remains for the officer to foster and intensify these sentiments, and
he will have forged the true link of discipline that will lead the men to
follow him, if called upon, even into the jaws of death. One great com-
ponent of true discipline is a perfect confidence on the part of the men
in the “professional” ability of their leader, and the other is a personal
liking for him. The first can only be gained by an officer who thoroughly
understands his work in the field, and who has proved it practically both
there and in the instruction room. Incompetency, hesitation, or ineffi-
ciency on the part of an officer are recognised with greater promptness
by his men than by the sharpest inspecting officer, and be he never so
popular with them in quarters, he will still be deficient of that power
over them in action which is neither the result of affection nor fear, but
of a confiding deference to superior wisdom, to superior talent, to superior
force.  Having once gained this position by a self-training and the proper
development of his soldierly qualities, the officer wiil do well to strengthen
this relationship by instituting a common bond of sympathy between
himself and his men.  ‘The first step towards this end is by taking an
interest in, and showing respect for, cach individual man in order to
induce cach to beget a respect for himself.  ‘T'he soldier finding himself
no longer a mere atom in a herd, but an “individual whose efforts to
improve himself will be watched and furthered in the right direction, will
be encouraged to put torward his best efforts both morally and physically,
and will retain the while a lively feeling of gratitude to him who first
prompted this improvement.  But to attain these desirable ends it is
necessary that officers should cast aside the present widely-accepted and
exceedingly comfortable doctrine that “lots of drill is all that the men
want,” and should devote a larger amount of time, energy, and tact to
the study of the individual characteristics of their men and the better
development of their “varying powers. It is worse than useless to
endeavour to do this in a disjointed or half-hearted manner; men are like
sheep, albeit canny sheep - if one of them recognises in his officer a
_ genuine fellow fecling and desire for his good, the impression will spread

like wildfire amongst the rest: but similarly, it one man detects any pre-
tence or display of what is not actually felt, or any desire to curry popu-
farity on the part of the officer, the eyes of all will in a twinkle be also
opened to it. A clever and impartial military critic writing in the
Militar Wockenblatt some time back, said, with a good deal of truth,
*I'he British officers in peace time only play at soldiering,” but it is to
be hoped that the recent memorandum of the commander-in-chief will
bring about among them a closer application to their work, and conse-
quently a closer professional bond between them and their men.  In
carrying out the above principles the good done to his men reflects back
a compensating benefit on the officer.  If he be a student of that mest
interesting of studices, human character, he finds here ready to }is hand
an entertaining volume, such as no other walk of life could open to him;
and if he has anything of the common love of power he cannot fail to be
gratified at finding himself possessed of an almost mesmeric influence
over his men, It is only then, perhaps, that he thoroughly realises his
responsibility, and his advantages over men of his own standing in other

professions for doing good in the world.  Besides instilling into his men
the best of soldierly qualities, discipline, and efficiency, he can, without
posing as a saint or inflicting excessive virtue on any one, do much in
the way of spreading among them a good practical morality in the shaje
of straightforward honesty of thought and purpose. In this way and in
one other can, and ought, every officer to do his country a good turn.
In the late manifesto of the Social Democrats calling a meeting in
‘I'rafalgar Square on the day of the Lord Mayor's procession, the authors
issued a bombastic denunciation of the army, with the good feeling so
justly attributed to them, calling those who have been defending their
interests at the cost of their lives “miserable hirlings.”  This in the clubs
would be glanced at with a smile, but it might have a different effect in
the barrack reading room. ‘Tommy Atkins does not always see things
in the same light as his officer, although their interests are identical: it
therefore rests with the better educated of the two to lead the other, and
point out to him the truth of such matters. ‘Tommy Atkins in the pit
sees nothing but pathos in the blood-curdling drama, of which the stagey
action and utterances are sending his officers into fits of laughter behind
the curtains of the box. ‘T'he child once shown the sheet, turnip, and
candle that go to make up its “bogey,” instead of cowering before its
next appearance, laughingly explains its mysteries to a circle of timid
play-fellows.  An officer should never meddle with politics, but in these
days, when false doctrines are being spread about, and when time-expirad
soldiers are leaving the colors daily to return to their civil occupations in
all corners of the empire, if their minds have been properly formed by
the officers during their service, and they have imbibed a strong and
honest loyalty for their Queen 2nd country, a considerable leaven of
good seed is scattered abroad which will on its own ground, and without
forcing, effectually check the artificial growth of the poisonous weed of
socialistic agitation and other fungi threatening to rot the roots of the
Constitution, by verbose agitators, whose real aim is the filling of their
own pockets with the hard-earned pence of a gullible public.  Where
fore, by exercising aright his professional superiority, and making full usc
of his moral influence, the British officer has it in his power, especially
in these davs of short service, so greatly to improve the relations between
officers and men as enormously to promote the efficiency and make last-
ing the discipline of that army of which the whole nation is so justly
proud.. —Bread Arrew.

Field Duties and the Reqirements of the Times.

A GOOD deal continues to be written and  said about the late
memorandum of the Commander-inchicf as to the want of know:
ledge among all ranks as to the perfor*nncc of field duties.  Now.
whatever deficiency exists in the points animadverted on, we do not hesi-
tate to say that the great body of the officers of the army are not only
willing but eager to learn, and only require to be insructed: but thi
instruction they cannot receive unless the superior officers are willing
and able to impart it. We heard a great deal at one time about the
deficiencies of commanding officers; but were led 1o believe that
system of selection had becn adopted which sould at all eaents ensun
the country against incapable officers being sclected for command-,
There may be great difficulties in peace time in the wav of selecting tix
most capable officers, but there is no difticulty whatever in rejecting the
incapable ones; they are known to every onc. )
Now the fact is, we have not got rid of the old leaven: there st
remains at the top of the military hierarchy a proportion of officers who,
whilst hardly venturing to say that military progress is a mistake, do no
believe in it, and do not welcome it, and this fossil clement is, strang
to say, not without its representatives in the I'ress. Nothing but the
bittcr experience of a Furopean campaign will convinee such as these o
the necessity for the training in which His Roval Highness has declare.d
them to be wanting,

But we must confess that the higher military authorities themselves
are not innocent of the fault of lagging behind the requirements of the
times,  Are there not many important questions closely affecting the
cfficiency of the army still undetermined?  Whilst the great continent.:
nations arc providing themsclves with the best form of repeating ritle.
we are still tinkering about a new and, as we have attempted to show.
an unimproved type of the single Martini-Henry.,

Again, whilst it has been proved to the satisfaction of the best militan
crtics, after close examination of the lessons taught by the great battle
of the Franco-Prussian and Russo-Turkish campaigns, that movement
in close order can no longer be attempted in the face of a determined
cnemy armed with modern weapons, the drill book previded for our
infantry goes no deeper into the subject than the movements of a hat
talion, and we are still experimentalising as to what may be the best form
of attack. '

Further, the army corps formation, which in continental armies is .
reality, is with us but a name.  During the last twenty-five years we have
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kad a very close acquaintance with the army, and in many ways it has
made considerable advances; but much remains to be done, and the
safety of the country demands that all officers, from the highest to the
lowest, should use their powers, not to obstruct, but to promote the
cficiency of the army.

We learn that His Roya! Highness has issued a memorandum that
the firing of volleys during the progress of an attack is not to be limited
t the long ranges, but that they are to be maintained right through the
attack.  ‘This rather looks like an abandonment of any extended form of
attack, for we do not see how any volleys, save by the very smallest
groups, could be fired by an extended line. Have the authorities ar-
rived at the conclusion that it will be best for the British line to march
straight up to the enemy, companies halting in succession and firing
volleys by word of command?—-Broad Arrow.

Correspondence.

‘The E litor desires it distinctly un lerstosd that he doss nit hold himself responsibye £rr the o sin’oas
expressed by correspondents.

TUGS OF WAR IN GENERAL, AND THE GUELPH TUG IN PARTICULAR,

DEAR SR, —DPermit me to correct an error into which you appear to have fallen
in your report of the tug-of-war contest at Guelph,

The start was protested by me because the line was fully ten inches to the good of
the Q.O.R. before the pistol was fired, and not because my team st the drop.  There
was therefore no favor granted by the Q.O.R. team in pulling the second time, for the
judge, referee and starter all agreed that it was an unfair start, and the second pull was
ordered accordingly.

While on this question I would suggest a more satisfactory way of starting these
contests. At present the result depends in a large measure on the drop, with very often
a doubt as to the faimess of the start.  Now, ['take a tug-of-war to he a struggle, in
which the strength and lasting powers of the competitors are to be brought out—not
so much their luck in dropping.

I would suggest that the teams be allowed to put their strain on and that a central
spot be marked when the rope is stationary, and then let the time and pall begin,

My suggestion has met with favor wherever [ have made it, and as there may be
many tugs-of-war during the winter, [ hope it may be acted vpon.,

Truly yours,
FreEn, F. MaxpLey,
Capt. Royal Grenadiers” Team,
Toronto, Dec. 15th, 1886. ‘

THE QLDEST VOLUNTEER CORPS IN CANADA,
To the &ditor of the Canadian Militia Gazelte,

DEAR SiR,—-With reference to the subject discussed in “Queries and Replies” in
your issue of 16th December, permit me to add the following : The oldest volunteer
'cm-ps in Canada and, 1 think, in the Briush l‘%n\pirc. ‘is the ﬁlatc Halifax ficld battery,
at present No, 6 battery, Halifas brigade garrison actillery, Capt. Anderson command-
ing.  From public documents it worl! appear that early in the settlement of Halifax,
(Nova Scotia) on the occasion of a threatened invasion, a volunteer company of artil-
lory was formed, as a means of assistance 10 the Royal troons jn defence of the town,
and the mambers of the corps aided in the formation of the earth warks, then hurrdedly
thrown up, one of which was situated at the present Rayal Engineer yard.  Although
the ofticial records of the carliestdays of the ¢oipany have been lost, traces of its
existence may be jound in the public tecords of the province, as far back as 1795, |
have seen a copy of a muster roll returned to Adjut.-General MacColla, bearing date
May, 1804, which shows the strength of the company to have been 105 members,
since which time it has maintained 1ts etficiency, meeting frequently for drill, for many
years weekly.
“ On the enrollment of the militia, in accordance with a provincial a -t passed in
1859, His Excellency the Earl of Mulgrave (then licut.-governor) found this the only
volunteer corps, and *“sole representative of the local forces of the provinee™ (which
fact he was pleased to refer o, in his speech during the debate upon: confederation in
the House of Lordsja nd gave his sanction o the constitttion and rulgs, then revised
and adopted by the company for its government.  From the formation of the corps
until 1854 its members were uniformed entirely at their own espense and served with.
out pay. L

since the year 1800 they  have worn scarlet facings and gold lace, a permisssion
granted them by His Royal Highness, the fate Dukeof Kent, at that time commander-
in-chiel of the forces in Nova Scotia, A general order published by one of his suc-
cessors, commandad the company o parade with Her Majesty’s forees, as a field Lat-
tery, upon Her Majesty's hirthdays and for firing the salutes at the opening and closing
of the provincial parliaments.  For many years the battery was armed with six 3.
pounder bronze field guns, ar fisst without limbers, and drawn by hand,  Upon the
recommendation of Licut-Governor Sir Richard Graves Macdonnell, about the year
1866, the Imperial government forwarde.d a fully equipped battery of 6-pounder Nrm-
strong guns for their exclusive use, which was formally presented to them by his sue-
cessor, Sir W, Fennick Williams Bart.  When the battery was changed o a garrison
hattery, these guns were forwarded to the royal military college at Kingston, where
they now are,

The terms of admission to the company were very stringent, and although there
was no definite term of service, the esprit-de-corps was such that the company always
maintained its full strength; many of the members have served 15 years and upwards,
At one time a silver medal was provided from the battery funds, and presented to
members on completion of twenty-one years' continwous service,  There are several still
living who received this decoration, o

This corps maintained its strength and efficiency as volunteeers for many years,
wuder difficulties of no ordinary kind, and with a unanimity without example in_ the
province —and probably in the Dominion, Major ("-rah:\m. late commanding officer,
or Capt. Anderson, the present one, who has, T believe, the battery hooks and payers
in his possession, could probably furnish further information.  In conclusion, permit
me 1o add the following extracts from records,

**To this company belongs the honor of having under very adverse circumstances,
at all times maintained their organization and discipline.  When I first arrived in this
Province your corps was the ondy one which had thoroughly maintained its efficiency
and you were, in fact, the sole representatives of the local forces of Nova Scotia, [
thank you for the able and willing manner in which you have at all times performed
your duties since I have been in this | vovince.”-—7%e Marquis of Normandy.

“I am particularly pleased with the fine and soldier-like appearance of the men
of the field battery.” —Zieut.-Gen, Sir C. Hastings Doyle,

I thank you for the alacrity and good will with which you have turned out to
perform your duties on this occasion. 1t atfords me the greatest pleasure to accept the
honorary command of tke corps.” —Licut.-Gen. Sir 11, Fenwick Williams, Bert.

The motto of the battery was

Vocar PATRIA ADSUMEIDS,

Queries and Replies.

Referring to the discussion as to the proder uniform for cavalry officers to wear
at church parade, we have just received the folowing from our Quebec correspondent:

Dear Sir,—[ sent you a reply to the query by Button-stick, and was much sur-
prised (o find it published, with an added paagraph, to this eflect: ** The Queen's
Regulations prescribe undress belts for revizw order.”  Now they do nothing of the
kind.  Full-dress everything, of course, in raview order, for if you don't wear it then
when will you, A TrOOPER,
Inxdveriently we got “review” and “field day”
Te.e paragraph referred to is Section XII, par. 35.—En.

We acknowledge the corn,
order mixed up,

Mess Room Yarns.

“That reminds me.”
PLAYING SICK FOR A FRIEND,

During the war about twenty Confed.rate prisoners were at Fort Mcllenry, stored
away in a fodder loft under guard. Oie morning Capt. Ned Bridges was playing
an innocent game of cards when the sick eall was sounded- -the signal for ailing sol-
diers 10 report at the surgeon’s office and be examined.

**Licutenant,” said Capt. Bridges, turning to a young soldier, ““answer sick cali
for me, and let us finish this game. Gy down there and personate me, and tell the
doctor you want another box of his liver pitls.”

The obliging lieutenant march. d out and proceeded with other soldiers, under
escort of the guards, 1o the surgeon’s ofice.  When the name of Capt. Bridges was
called the licutenant's face aj peared at a litlle office window,

“Doctor,” he began, “them pilis you gaves me helped me up considerably, but [
want another hox, 1 think another box will fix me up all right.”

“Dida’t them pills cure you?"" asked the doctor abruptly, looking over his spec-
tacles at the bogus Bridges.

**No, but another bhox will fix me [ think,”

“Well, well,” said the dector, half to himscdf, “I'll have to change the treatment
on you.” :

Thereupon he picked up a graduatel glass, and from various botdes mixed the
the most infernal mess that mortal ever saw,

The licutenant shuddered.

When the villainous compound was made up, the doctor stirred it vigorously and
viciously, and, handing it out, said -

“Prrink that,” )

The Nayienani ok hold of the giass.  Cold chills ran up and down his spine.

“Doctor,” he stammered, 2 d--F'd or heap rather take the pills,”

“Drink it stormed the doczor, and in the excitement the medicine went down
the lieutenant's throat.

When the lieutenant returne | to the fodder 1oft he was very gium,
game of cards grew monotonous Capt. Bridges turned and asked:

** Licutenant, get them pills?

“Naw!”

“Well, said the eaptain, “you necdn’t e so snappish about it,
doctor say?” ) L

“le said he was going to change the treatment on you, and if you don't git well
it ain't my fault, for Pve taken the nasticst d--d dose for you that ever ©saw!"—
Polunteer Seivice Kevie,

When the

What did the

Regimeatal Notes.
We wish to pablish mformation respecting all toobings of all eorps. Will the oficers intcrc.\‘lcd.
particn’anly ata distance, aesis us by having ows rekating o their corps promptly forwanded?)

Sarnia.- -The band of the 27th battalion gave one of their popular concerts on
the 3oth, at which they were asisted by much local talent, hothy vecal and instrumen-
tal.  The programme was varied and interesting, and the nud’lcnrc. \\‘l‘m‘h was large,
considering the severity of the weather, appeared pleased with the efforts of all who
ook part i the performance.  Mr. Skeitington led the hand in the absence of the
bandmaster, Do Hartmann,  There is a prospect that similar concerts will be given
wonthly throughout the winter.

Calgary. - No decided answer has as vet been received by Major Hatton regard-
ing the acceptance by the Militia degarunent of the corps recently organized: here
under the name of the Alberta Mounted Rifles. Great dissatisfaction is felt by the
men who enrolled, and by the eitizens generally, at the delay. as the people of this
country think they are as much entitled o representation in the militia as any other
part of the Dominion. [t is to he hoped the delay will be of short duration, One
thing is cer ain, the Alberta rifie asscation will send nomore teams cast to shoot
unless they can go as militia. 1 the department take any interest in- associations
they ought 1o be more punctual in secing to their welfare,

Halifax, N.S.—The annual meeting of No. 3 company 63nl rifles, was held on
the gth.  The reports of the committee of management and treasurer showed the com-
pany to be in a prosperous corudition.  The parades of the company during the year
have been largely autended, and the §lumlmg average has improved stg:ullly the past
four years, heing 24.75 in 1883, 25.c0in 1884, 28.75 in 1885, and 36.19 in 1886, For
the first time since the company’s separation from the 150 Scottish, cight years ago,
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they have succeeded in winning the battalion silver bugle, competed for by teams from
cach company. To further improve the average shooting the company have opened a
shooting gallery above their recreation rooms and find the practice with the Morris
tubes to be benelicial.  The company still retains in its ranks 27 Northwest men of the
32 who received madils at the presamation last May. Two of the retired men have
hecome honorary members.  Sergt. Lostford Woolrich was unanimously chosen by the
company as 2nd licutenant, Sergt. Dixon having been offered the position but declined
wserve. The captain was requested o recommend Sergt. Woolrich’s appointment.
Private Stanley T Romans was elected a lance corporal, and 10 ice was given to the
corporals and lanze-corporals that Sergt. Woolrich’s place would be Gilled by the one
among them rassing the best examination sometime during the winter,  The committec
of management clected were:r Licut C. Jo MceKie. Lieut. Wooldch, Sergt. L. Dixon,
Lance-Corpl. Bo sShaw, e, CWL MeLeod. Capt. Cunningham was clected treasurer
and Scrgte Disen seerctary. The meeting decided to hold a sleigh drive and o ask
the co-operation of te 15t Scottish company.---Ma/l.

Peterborough. — I'he annual dinner of No. 4 company of the g7th Litalion was
held ar the Morgan flouse, Peterborotgh, on Wednesday evening fast week. A boun-
tful spread was provided, angd everyth ng jassed ol happily. Among those who made
speechies inreply to the toasts to the sererai vanks were Lic-Cole Rogers, Major Beil,
Capt. Birdsell, Licuts T, Sérgt. Distine Corpe Wright, Corp, Ray. The other
companies were spoken for by Messes. Gealy Kirby and Scofield. ** The Jadies”
brougi gallaint responses from Messes. Scolizld, Geal, Wright, Kirby, Hill and Dick-
son. Messes, Hamilton and Geal put ina good word for the bank clerks; Licu. 111,
fovmerly of the cavalry. spoke for that corps, and the toast list was brought o a close
with that of “*the host and hostess,”™ responded o by Me, Morgan.

Ottawa. .\ mecting of the memlers of the Governor-General’s Fool Guards
was heit on Friday evening last tn the onderiy voom of the dvill liall, for the purpose
oy organizing a reameatal snowshoe elub, There was a large attendance, inchwd-
g reoresentatives from cach company.  Licut.-Col. . P, Macpherson presided, and
Sagie Jo B Taylor acted as seerctary. The chairman having expressed his desire 1o
such a ciub formed, and pointed out the Tenehii to be devived by the regiment from
having its members thas kept together and interested in cach other during the winter
months, it was unanimously decided thata snowshoe clubshould be at once established,
The subscription fee was fined at the nominal sam of 50 cents. It was decided to in-
wie Major General Middleton to beeome patvon of the elub, and the clection of ol
cers was proceeded with as fo'lows: -Honorary president, Li.-Col. Macpherson: presi-
deat, Capt. Wal log vice-presidents, Major Todd and Capt. Tollers seeretary-treasurer,
1'. 8. Taylor; captain, Capt. and \djutant Hodgins: whipper in, Stafl-Sergl. Newbys
Committee- - -Bandmaster Lonner, Col-Sergts. Ross and Davis, Corpls. Nash and May
and Ptes. MacCraken and Heinrichs,  There is a representative of cach company on
the committee.  With the excellent choice of oflicers which has been made, the club
ought to be a great suceess. The first ramp will shortly 1ake place,

The Rifles” snowshoe club inaugurated the season’s tramping on Monday evening,
when after a goad bit of exercise, the -Coffee House was resorted 1o for suppeer, and
some ten or twelve imembers receive L the customary “‘houncing”™ incident 10 joining
the club,

Sergt. I B. Taylor of the G.GUF.GL, s ikely to reeeive a commission in that
r;:gimcnl shortly.  Nergt. Taylor held that rank in Capt. To.ll's company of Sharp-
shooters,

Toronto. - -Col. Miller, the commander of the Q. O, Rifles is reported to have
handed the regiment over to his probable successor Major Allan, ]

K company, being the Toronto University company of the Queen’s Own Rifles,
gave a concert on the fyth, in Coavoeation hall, University college,
wax present, and an exeellent musical and literary programme was rendered, in which
the University Glee chib ook part. Miss Geikie and Dy, AL ] Geikie, Mr. Mercer,
Miss Gunther, Messes, | Looand W, A Geddes, Miss Bereyian, Mr, Walter Sparkes
and Mr. W Restall contributed musical numbers, and Licut.-Col. Denison and Mr.
Gorme gave readings. During the intermission Mrs. Blake presented the prizes won
at the recent ritle mateh to the suceessful marksmen,
spirits and added to the enjoyment of the evening, and all the arrangements, including
the programme cards, were well executed. The following is a list of the prize win-
ners: -~

Nursery match - 1 Licut. Mercer, 2 Pre. J. HL Senkler, 3 Pte. Harrison, 4 Pte.
FooH Mo, )

Aggregate mateh- -1 Corp. Mustard, 2 Pre. T EL Elliow, 3 e, 1AL Dufl.

Trophy-- Pie. T. E. Elliott, - The trophy is 2 bronze horse, presented by several
ex-meners of the company. It was competed for for the fivst time Tast year, and
was wan by Sergt. Cronyn. 16 won by anyone three times it becomes his propenty.

General mateh -1 Prec ToEL Ellion, 2 Sergt. Hamilton, 3 Sergt. Crooks, 4 Pte.
Redden, § Pre. AL Gl Smith, 6 Corporal Mustard, 7 Licut, Mercer. 8 Pre. F.C. Sen-
kler.

Ex-members” match - Fx-Sergt. May.

Range prizes - 200 yards, Sergt. Ciooks: 4oo yavds, Sergt. Hamilton: 500 yards,
I'te. AL G Smidh,

Alarge audience

_ Winnipez. - Th annual meeting ofath: goth battalion c'ub was held Wadnesday
night in the cdub rooms, President Watson in the chair,  The olficers clested for e
year were as follows:

President, Major Boswails st vice-presilent, Sergt.-Major Watsons 2nd vice-
president, Corpl. Mitchell: seeretary-treasurer, Licut. Broughall,

Executive committe -Bandmaster Johuston and Sergeant Bailey; .\ company,
Scrgeant Ridler, Privates Quigley and Lamb: B company, Sergt. Timewell, Corporal
McMillan, Private Swan: C company, Sergcant Morgan, Corporal Camevon, Private
Bareett; I company, Sergeant Edie. Corporal Bowden, Private Lore: E company,
Color-Sergeant. Dickson, Lance-Corporal Munroe and Private Davis; ¥ company,
Sergeants Mouat and Smith, Private Kussell

The receipts for the past year were $693.90, and the expenditures were $599.95,
Jeavirg a balance of $93.95.  To this was added the procecds received from “The
‘Tricky Troubadour,” $701.65.  The club was therefore placed financially in a good
position for the coming year. It was decided to make arrangements for offering a rifle
trophy for team competition, and to organize a gymnasium for the winter.

After the business was teansacted Licut.-Col. MacKeand took the chair, the
principal business of the meeting being the discussion of the proposed regimental trip
to the'east next summer. Lt. Broughall being called upon, briefly outlined the scheme,
which was that a special train should be chartered to take them down and pack, the
round trip to take about fourteen days. Toronto and Montreal were to be visited,
and there werce to he a couple of days to allow members of the battalion to visit friends.
Letters from Montreal and Toronto stated that were the goth to visit those cities and

‘The students were in high,

give some kind of an amateur entertainment, they would be patronized by crowded
houses, and in this way the expenses of the uip would be greatly lessened.  The la-
crosse team would go along and would play watches with eastern teams, A discussion
participated in by many present followed, rearly all the speakers being heartily in
favor of theidea.  Lt.-Col. MacKeand was finally called upon to give his views. He
said that nothing would personally give him greater pleasure than to head the goth on
a-visit 10 Toronto and Montreal, where he was sure they would be heartily welcomed
by their comrades.  But Lefore deciding whether (o go a great many matters of detail
had to be attended to,  In the first place new equipment was absolutely necessary.
Somctimes he said he felt ashamed of the Militia depariment {or letting the goth re-
main so lorg attired in the east o uniforms of a pre-Adamite genceration. {Laughter.)
They coald no: go down east in their present uniforms,  Tle suggested that a commit-
tee should he struck to examine into the feasibility of the scheme, and veport at the
nest regimenta!l meeting. A conmittee consisted of Lieut.-Col. MacKeand, Capt.
Worsno, , Licut. frovghall and Sergt. Shera was accordingly appointed,

Saraia. - Dr. Hartmann, late handmaster of the 27th Batt,, and his family have

~gone o To,onto, where he has aceepied the position of instrucior to the Massey Manu-

facru=ing Comyany's hand.

No. 7 company is continuing to dreill once a week theough the winter, The mem-
bors are taiking of giving a wmilitary entertainment in the spring, under the auspices of
the staft officers of the Laitalion, The entertainment will constst of deill exhil.tions,
tableaux, martial songs, ele., offering an entirely novel attraction to Sarnia, and one
which is Jooked forward to with interest.  The company has of late reccived a nun-
Ler of new members into its ranks and promises to be one of the in st compauies in
the service.

News Notes.

The unscttied state of affaivs in Furope at the present time makes any information
resecting the strength of the anmies and navies of the several great powers of special
interest.  These are so immense that a contest involving any considerable number of
them would be a tuaniz one, the masses of troops, dwarking even the legions of

i

Nerxes.  The following shows the scorve: -

Army. Trouclads, Marine.
Russia............ e 2.2C0,000 38 28.338
Geermany. ... . 2,030,000 27 20,000
Austria.. ... L 1,103,819 12 0,704
Turkey. ... .o e 505,000 15 30,000
Great Dritain . .. ... RN 053,772 74 §3,C00
France.. ........ e 2.500,000 47 50,000
Ialy...... e e 2,142,000 1S 30,000

It may be noted that Tialy possesses the six most powerful ironclads in the workd,

The cable brings word of the death at the rije age of 86 years, of oratio Ross,
otic of the best examples of a sportsman and marksman which Great Britain has ha
for a half century past. Speaking of his death and his work, a writer recently saii:
e was not only a great hunter himself, but was the father of great rifle shots
Hereutes, Colin and Edward, his sons, are all more orless renowned for their prowess
with the rifle, and the namie of Ldward Ross has of Jate years almost celipsed that «f
his father, (o he not only won the Queen’s prize, but alone holds the gold and sitver
medals of the National rif'e as ociaton.  Hercules Ross woi the Cambridge cup, and!
was the champion shot of India for three successive years; while in 1863 Mr. Russ anrl
his three s s formed four of the Scotch cight in the International challenge match for thie
Elcho shicld,  But stranger «tiil, the expert use of the rifle is not merely confined o
men of the family, but extends in a remarkable degree 1o some of the ladies, My,
Horatio Rossy zzee Miss Macrae, has in her day been a splendid shot with her rifle,
and Mrs. Colin Ross is scarcely less dexterous with her gun.  Mr. Ross became a
leader of volunteers in 1859, going as a pupil to the school of musketry at Hythe, and
seeking instruction from General Hay in the art of military rifle shooting.  These two
crack shots past many an afternoon together on the ‘shingle” in friendly contest at the
experimental target, and many were the bullseyes implanted by them, fiving standing
at the 600 yds.” chstance. It is now more than half a cen ury since Mr. Ross astonishe |
the world as a steeplechase rider on his famous horse Clinker, against Capt. Douglas
on Radical, over peicestershire; and indecd, steeplechase riding, as now practiced,
may be sa'd to date from that event, it being the first steeplechase on vecord.  In for-
wer days, when duelling was in vogue, Mr, Ross was accounted the best pistol shet i
Europe, yet such was his consideration for the fectings of others that he never had o
serious quarrel.  But as a proofl of his dexterity i once killed 20 swallows before
breakfast with a duelling pistol. As a pigeon shol he was not a whit less noticeabie.
At the Red House, ina match with Lord MacDuonald, he Lilicd §2 pigeons out of 53
shots at 30 and 35 yards rise.  In 1828 he won the Red  House club cup, scoring 70
out of his 80 birds at 30 yards rise.  Nor will it e merely or entirely by his unrivalled
skill and dexterity with the fowling picee, the rifle and the pistol that Mr., Ross will 1.
remembered in the sporiing world.  His suceess as a steeplechase rider has alreads
been referred 105 but it remains to add that he likewise in his day proved himself ax
expert yachtsman, while his feats as an athlste in walking are remarkable. He walkeds
from the River Dlec to Inverness, a distance of ninety-seven miles on one oceasio:
without stopping: again, after a laborious contest in shooting partridges with Colondd
Aunson in Norfolk, when the latter retired from sheer exhaustion, Mr. Ross was s
fresh that he challenged any of the bystanders to walk to London, a distance of seveuty
miles.  Mr. Ross lived in Wyvis Lodge, near Wyvis, a mountain in the Highlands of
Scotland.  The walls teem with trophies of the chase in the shape of deer heads, ete.
The sideboard in the diningroom groan: under the weight of the numberless prize-
won by his rifle at the butts. Among these are the Wimbledon cup, only compete:
for by winners; the Association cup and the Duke of Cambridge cup.  In 1867,
Cambridge, after two long days’ shonting at 932, 1,000 andl 1,103 yards, 15 shots a
cach range each day, he -then in his sixty-sixth year— vanquished some thirty of e
best rifleshots of the kingdom and added thereby the Cambridge cup to his collection.

For a_short time he sat in Parliament.  The sport, there, however, was not to his
taste. "= Forest and Stream.

The Chinese government are rapidly augmenting their fleet.  Ships are being
built in England and in other countries on the latest improved lines of construction.
The Jarquis Tseng, late Chinese minister to this country, who has been appointe!
First Lord of the Admiralty in China, has arrived at Pekin and taken over the dnties
of his new office.
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According to an oficial report received from Wady Halfa, large numbers of the
islack troops who originally forned part of the Egyptian army, and afterwards, from
one cause or another, went over to the rebels, have latterly deserted the rebel camyp
and taken refuge at Wady Halfa.  Several, however, were recaptured before they
reached our Jines, and were conducted back to the rebel headquarters, where they were
cruelly tortured to death by impalement and burning, the penalty being inflicted as
publicly as pussible, 0 as to act as a deterant to others.  The deserters state that the
thack troops who are stil with the rebel foree, besides many of the tribesmen, will
<urrender at the first opportunity, as they are greatly dispirited by their past sufferings
and are unwillingg to undergo any further privations.  General Grenfell paid a visit to
Wady [lalfa recently.  Colonel Kitchener urges an immediate advance from

Saukin upon Tokar, as the friends are, he states, unequal to the task ol reducing the
cebie! camp there,

Towards the realisation of his projects for the increase and entire renovation of the
i‘rench navy, and to encourage the legislature (o grant the extraordinary credit of two
humdred miblien francs, Admiral Aube, the minister of marine, has attempted the con-
struction of a new engine of naval warfaie, eatirely after his own design and personal
directions, It was launched recently at Toulon and placed under the command of
Licutenant Campion, his o vn son-in-law, preparatory to wdergoing a series of exper-
iments which, if proved satisfactory, would justify the addition of Afty similar vessels
to the Republican fleet.  As it is, wonders are expecied from the new model, which is
shaped like an ordinary torpedo-boat. It appears nothing more or less than a floating
qun-carriage, and with coals and stores on board draws but 6-6 [i. water.  She carries
a single 6-in. gun of 11 tons weight, on deck, behind a port-hole mantlet of forged
plates, that also screens the roundhouse abaft to protect the commander and steers-
man, whilst by an ingeniously contrived series of scuttles in her decks the gunners are
cnabled to shelter from the fire of small arms and big guns directed upon them by an

enemy,  The eatire cost of the new vessels with their hittings will not exceed £i0,500.

cach.

A letter from Singapore gives a gloomy picture of the state of affairs in Acheen.
Itis impossible to foresee when the Dutch-Achinese war wiil come 10 an end.  The
Dutch hdwe nothing like sufficient troops to conquer the natives, and are being com-
pelled to retire 1o the northern point of Sumatra, and to act strictly on the defensive,
Vessels under neutral tlags, which used to take a short cut through the narrow waters
separating the small islands off the north of Sumaira, have been warned by the Dutch
Government to proceed by another route, as the Dutch fleet is no longer able to pro-
teet them against the Achinese pirates.  The smuggling of rifles, ammunition, and
even of artiliery, is being actively carried on by the latter, who have thus been enabled
to open a regular seige upon the Duteh coast fortat Segli. The sufferings of the Duteh
foreces from a disease called **beriberi” are intense,

At Kohat, India, Sepoy Aziz Khan, of the native troops, was sentenced by a court-
martial to seven years' transportation for disobeying orders and drawing his hayonet
and stabbing Licut. J. A, Brown in the arm. Sir Frederick Roberts has, however,
commuted the punishment w0 imprisonment with hard labor for two years, giving the
following as his reasons:—**The prisoner has committed two of the gravest military
offences which it is possible for a soldier to commit --he disobeyed an order, and he
itsed his arms against the person of an officer. Bat I have considered it right 10
witigate the punishment which the general court-martial has justiy awarded him, he-
case it is proved by the evidence of Lieut. Brown himself that he provoked the
asault by hitting the prisoaer with his open hand on the back,  In rising his hand
against a sepoy, Licut. Brown acted in a most unofficer-like manner, Jircetly tending
to the supversion of discipline and déserving of the strongest condemnation. I hereby
publicly and severely reprimand Licut. Brown for his conduct, which no provacation
can - excuse, and which proves him to be unfit 10 hold the responsible position of adju-
iant.  Licut. Brown is now acting adjutant of this regiment; he is deprived of his
appointment aned will revert to his duty as wing officer,”

There are few subjects that should cause more anxicty at present than the arming
ol our fastest and most powerful merchant steamers in the event of war, so that when
they found themselves unable to escape the enemy when conveying the necessary food
supply, they could act on the offensive.  There are few ironclads even which could
swim after being rammed by a vessel of 3,000 tons, with a velocity of seventeen or
vighteen knots.  For this purpose it would he necessary to have a long-ranged gun of
Lreat penetrating power on a turn-table, so that it couid be tired within a few degrees
of the line of keel, and by the Teast touch of the helm hit the opposing force either
shead oy astern, as she might be. Certain: machine guns should also be carried o
cestroy torpedo boats.  These vessels, were war threatened, could be oficered by
otficers on the retired list and Royal Naval Reserve. The armanent prepared in our
dockyanls at present, for some thirty or more merchant steamers, is a'together hehind
the times. As we have before hinted, the owners of the Cunard, White Star, and
other fiest-class steamship companies, woulkd only he too glad, from patriotic motives,
o meet the government hall way, tae more particularly il the admiralty decided in
future to charter only such vessels as had a seventeen knot speed, and were sutheiently
well-built 1o carry one or two long heavy guns.  History may yet vepeat itself, and
our future enemy may find a British merchant vessel quite able and willing to destroy
cven one of his commissioned ships.

It is announced as prabable that the plateau of Courbevoie will be used for wili-
tary manweavres, whilst the Champ de Mars is taken up with the Exhibition,  How-
ever, the selection of this spot is to be the myre carefully studied as the permanent
“civilianising™ of the Champ de Mars is one of the questions on the order of the daj.
The rising ground on which Courbevoie lies may be remembered as facing the Are de
Triomphe de EToile, beyond Newilly, [t was crowned with a redoubt curing the
sicge of 1870: and when i the following year it was taken by the Versailles troops if
Iecame ane of the chief centres of attack against the Communists,

A Mandalay correspoadent of a Rangoon paper writes that a sepoy has been
sentenced to Gifty lashes for insulting the religious feelings of the Burmese by seraping
same gilding off a pagoda,

The French minister of war has deided that the Kepi, or newly arranged forage
cap, shall be worn in future by the foot artillery and engineer corps, as well as the
afantry of the line.  Another idea is o join mounted sappers 1o cavalry regiments,
tor the purpose of cutting down telegraph posts and severing wires, besides breaking
rilway lines and destroying bridges.  The men detached for these «duties will carry
the necessmy tools and appliances, and he subject to the orders of an officer of
cigineers,

Our Trading Column.

This column is established for the purpose of enabling our friends to exchange, purchase, sell, or other.

wise advertize articles they desire either to acquire or dispose of. 1t is not available for commercial
purposes,

The cost of announcements In this column for each insertion will he one cent per word for the first
ten words one-half cent for each additional word. Kach advertisement will have a register
number in our books, and all communications regarding it must be forwarded through the
GAZETTE, but it must be distinetly understood that this office incurs no other responsibility or

liability in connection therewith. Address, with stamp for return postage, Canadian Militia
Gazette, Box 316, Ottawa.

WANTED 10 PURCIHASE. — Rifle mounted ofticer’s saddlery.  Describe and quote
prices.  Register No. 3.

For SALE.--Two pairs of new black silk stars for rifle tunic or patrol badges.
Price one dollar per pair. Register No. 6.

- For SaLE.—Officer’'s Uniform, Lieut.-Col., R, Artillery.

) ITalf price, except a
few articles bran new,

List on application; all in good condition.  Register No. 8.

For Sare.—Rifle Officer’s Uniform; height 5 fi. 9 gin., chest 37 inches; Tunic
Mess-suit, Patrol, Nickled Sword, &e., ckew.” List on application. Register No. 10,

NOTICE.

'N. McEACHREN,

MILITARY TAILOR,

ALBERT 1ALL BUILDINGS,

le’,A\' DERS will be received at the Department of
: Inkd Revemue until noon of Monday, std
|9| YDNGE STREET - - n . TORONTO January, 1887, from parties desirons of leasing the
* privilege of ferrying across the River Ottawa, be.
tween Fitzroy, in the Coumy of Carleton, in the
Provinee of Ontitrio, and Ouslow, in the County of
Pontiac, in the Provinee of Quebee, in accordance
U NIFORMS of every description made 1o order with the terins anel under the conditions wet forth in
and everything necessary to an the Regulations, capies of which can be procured
from the Inbkuid Revenue Department at Ottawi.
Each Tender must state lLu amount which the
party tendering is willing o pay per annmm for the
privilege referved 1o, which amount will be payable
advance, the tenns of the lease being for five
yzars Tom the st May, 1887,
. . Kach Tender must ve accompanied Ly a chegue
422 Terms Stl’letly eash. marked “Good™ on one of lh!: rh:u‘lcEQtl l!:ulﬂ:s
doing Business at Outawa, for one-half the amount
of the per annum tender. This amount will be
eredited on account of the i yer's rent in the
case of the accepted tender, and all other chegues
will be returned, except in the event of withdrawals,
in which case no refunds will be nude.
Al communications mu-t be addressed to the
undersigned and endorsed on the envelope Ten
der for the Quyon Ferry,”

WM. HIMSWORTH,

Scoretory

OFFICER'S OUTFIT SUPPLIED, !

Send for List of Prices.

STANDARD LIFE ASSURANCE CO.

>

ESTABLISHED 1325,
Fxisting Policics $roo00,000.
Invested Funds, $31,470.435.64.
Profits divided in ten occastons, $i7.500.000. Departnent of Inland Reverue,
247 Class H Policies are Fxer FROM ALL RE- Ottaway, 1yt Decessiber, 1336,
STIRICTIONS, the contiact being ravarie witdour
THE SMALLEST DOUBT, :

WML RAMSEY, Manager, .\In)mrcal.l

Agents in every city and town in the Dominion. l

1

ENDERS will be received at the Depuriment SECPION T GEAND NARR WS 50 SV,
of Inland Reveonue, until noan of Monday,:
the 3rd f:nnmry. 1887, from parties deairous of
leasing the pravilege uli ferrying a‘cm\‘: the river
Ottawa, between La Passe, in the Provinece o .
Q::c‘l)cc’, and Gower Point, in the Province o Tender for the Works of COllStl'llChOn.
Ontirio, in accordance with the werms and under
the conditions set forth in the Regulations, copies’
of which can b procured from the taland Revenue,

Yepartment at Ottawa, P T
: I"Iach Tender must state the amount which the QEALED I"'A\l’l':l{ﬁhfl‘:l(lll‘\\c(l to_the under-
party tendering i~ willing to pay per anpum for the' S *'_L"\.‘{"l and l\'"d"’f‘f\} l*"“l‘tz"-‘ r‘"A( ape Brewen
privilege referved to, which amount will be 'l:l)’;l!blC'Rnll“.“)n will be received at this office up Lu noon
m advanee, the terms of the lease being for five on Wednesday the vzt day of Junuary, 1287, fur
vaers from the st May, 1887, ¢ sttain works of construction, . X
“TEach tender must be accompanied by a cheque | Plans and profiles wifl be open for inspection
marked “good,” on one of the chartered banks the office of l‘hc Ch'ef Engineer and General Man.
doing business at Ottawa, for one-half the amount Ager of the Government Randways at Ottawa, and
of the per anmum tender.  This amount will he abso at the office of the Cape Breton Railway
credited on account of the fiest year's 1ent in the Port Hawksberry, C.B onand after the 27ih duy
case of the aceepted tender, and all other cheques'of December, 1886, when the general specifications
will be returned, except in the eventof withdeawals.tand form of tender may be obtained upon applica.
in which cases no relunds will be made, tion. . )

All communications must be addressed to the]  No tender will be entertained unless on one of
undersigned, and endorsed on the envelope, “Ten{the printed farms and all the conditions are com.
der” for the La Passe Ferry.” plied with,

By order,
WM. HIMSWORTH.
Secretiary.

Ao PO BRADLEY,
Secretary,
Departinent of Inland Revenue,

Department of Railways and Canals,
Ottawar, 14th December, 1886, [

OQuawa, 15th December, 1886,
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MAYNARD, HARRIS & CO,
Military and Crvil Service Qutfitters,

~ CONTRACTORS AND AGENTS,
126 and 127 Leadenhall Street, London, England,

Inventions Exhibition, 1885. The only Gold Medal for tone quality.

AWARDED TO

BESSON'S PROTOTYPE MILITARY BAND INSTRUMENTS.

‘The Prototype Instruments, being unequalled in musical quality and durability, are
the best and cheapest for use abroad.
Write for "Testimonials from Canadian Musicians and Bands using the Besson Instru-

(ESTABLISHED SIXTY VEARS.)

UNIFORMS -:- FOR -

HELMETS, GLENGARRYS, NEW PATTERN GOLD LACE, ACCOUTREMENTS, BADGES, ETC.
OF BEST QUALIFY AND MANUFACTURE AT SPRICTLY MODERATE PRICES,

Estimates, Drawings, Patterns, v,
. free on application.

- ALL --SERVICES.
Military Band

References to all parts of the

Dominion leading Music Dealers in Canada.

F. BESSON & CO.

198 EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, ENG.,

Instrument Makers.

The Besson Prototype Tostruments are kept in stock by the following_Sellers :-- Alsin, Winnipeg
Grossman, Hawailton; Hubbaid, Waterloo; Nye, Halifax; Orme & Son, Ottawa, &c., &c., and of all

SUBSCRIDBERS

to, and other friends of

THE MILITIA GAZETTE

would promote its interests by, whenever
Lonvenient,

WITHL  ADVERTISERS
who use its columns,
MENTION THIS PAPER WIEN ORDERING,

J. STOVEL

MILITARY _TAILOR

For Manitoba and the North-west
Territories.

DEALING

A COMPLETE STOCK OF

MILITARY GOODS

CONSTANTLY ON 1HAND.

All work guaranteed according to
regulation.
320 Main St., Winnpeg, Manitoba.

—_— e

Hamilton Powder Go.

(Incorporated |8§l) -
MANUFACTURE & 7
MILITARY] POWDER

of any required velocity, density or grain

SPORTING POWDER,

“PDuacking,” “Caribon,” and other
choice grades,

BLASTING POWDER

in every variety.

DYNAMITE

And all other modern * High Explosives,”

SOLE LICENSELS FOR
H. Julius Smith’s Magneto-Battery,

The best for accurate Electric Firing of Shots,
Blasts, Mines, Torpedoes, &c.

MANUFACTURERS' AGENTS

For Insulated Wire, Electric Fuses, Safcty Fuses,
Detonators, &c.

OFFICE:
103 St. Francois Xavier Street,
MONTREAL.

B.anch Offices and Magazine at principal hipping
points in Canada.

Descriptive Lists mailed on application.

EVERY BUSINESS MAN

WIO VALUES AS CUSTOMERS
: The : Dominion ; Militiamen :

Would do well to make use of the

CGANADIAN MILITIA GAZETTE

As a medium through which to solicit their orders.

TS LARGE AND WIDESPREAD CIRCULATION

Makes the Minimia Gazerre of peculiar value to advertisers.

IT CIRCULATES THROUGH EVERY PROVINCE,
IT HAS REGULAR READERS IN EACH GORPS.

THE REPRESENTATIVE MEN OF EVERY RANK

In a force numbering

NEARLY FORTY THOUSAND,

Are subscribers to it.

THE MILITIA GAZETTE

—IS THE—

ONLY -- MILITARY - JOURNAL

IN CANA l).‘\’

And by no other means can an advertiser appeal so effectively

and cconomically to its large constituency.
1

MILITIA ATTENTION!

NOW READY,
“SQUAD DRILL ELUCIDATED,”|

BY MUNROE,

Will be found invaluable to officers, non-
commissioned officers and men. as

A SELF-INSTRUCTOR,
being simple to understand and leaving
nothing to be imagined by the student,

Will be sent post paid to any address on receipt of
price §o cts. a copy. or three for $1.00,
ADDRESS?

Sergt.-Inst. J. B. Munroe,

JOHN F. CREAN,

MERCHANT TAILOR,

AND

MILITARY OUTFITTER.

MASTER TAILOR TO THE QUEEN'S
OWN RIFLES OF CANADA.

89 YONGE STREET,
TORONTO.

AGENTS WANTED!
TO RECEIVE
Subscriptions and Advertisements

For this paper, in '
TOWN AND CITY

IN CANADA,

EVERY

Liberal Commission.
Write for Terms.

P. QUEALY,ﬁ‘i'

MILITARY BOOTMAKER,

34 MCDERMOT STREET,
WINNIPEG,

42 N. B.—All work done in first-class style.

JOHN MARTIN & Co

MILITARY OUTFITTERS,
457 ST. PAUL ST,

MONTREAL.

Money Orders.

ONLEY ORDERS may be obtained at any

Money Order Office in Canada, payable in

the Dominion; also in the United States, the Unit-

ed Kingdom, France, Germany, ltaly, Belgiun,

Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, tho

Netherlands, India, the Australian Colonies, and
other countries and British Colonies generally.

On Moncy Orders payable within Canada the
commission is as follows:

If not exceeding $4 .........cooiien 2¢.
Over $4, not exceeding $10........... 5.
e, ¢ 20 e oc.
¢ 20, ¢ S T, 20¢.

" [ -

:: 40, © . 60...convinin 30¢.

o 6o, " . 80, il 4o¢C.
8o, | - T S0C.

On Money Orders payable abread the commis
sion is 3

1f not exceeding $10......euina.... 10¢.
Over $10, not exceeding $20.......... 20¢.
:: 20, :: :: 30 0 eiennnas 30C.

o 3o o 40 . 0eieinns 40c.

40, [ T soc.

For further information see OrriciaL Posval

GuILE.
A. CAMPBELL,

Postmaster-General.
Post Office Department,

School of Infantry, Toronto, Cnt,

Ottawa, 215t May, 1886,



