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GOD OUR FATHER.

DY_DR. CHANNING,
: —

«+When we conceive of God as a pure
Spirit, and dwell on his incommunicable
perfections, of which we see no image or re-
semblance in any beings around us, he
alludes the feeble vision ol onr minds. 1t is
then almost impossible that the affections can
be excited and centered upon him. Such
views of God furnish us no ohject on which
we can rest, as on a reality. Now the
Seriptures invest this purc and infinite Spirit
with a character, relations, and qualities
which we ean comprehiead,—such as are
continually displayed around us, such as
constantly address and tonch onr hearts, such
as we can revolve in thought and medi-
tate upon with ease and delight, such as are
attractive and promise happiness; and thus
they furnish us the best and most effectual
means for exciting and cherishing the love
of God. Ofall the interesting characters and
relatious in which the Seriptures, especially
the Looks of the New Testament, exhibit the
Supreme Being, that of Father is the most
common, prominent, striking..... ...

¢ No character could bring GodZso nigh as
this of the Father.  There is no relation
which we know so familiarly as the parental.
What name recalls so many thoughts and
feelings, so many favers and tender rememn-

~-brances;-as-that of parent t - The Seripture,
then in "giving this view of God, place hinl
bLefore us in a clear, intelligible light. - We
are not called to dwell on perfections which
are ulterly incomprehensible, the names of
which are sounds in the ear, but excite no
ideas in the mind, and which have no
teudency to interest the heart. God is our
Father. . covovn.n..

¢ T fear it has been (he influence of many
speculations of ingenious men on the Divine
character to divest Gad of that paternal ten-
derness which is of all views most suited to
touch the heart. I fear we have learnt
insensibly to view him as possessing only a
general benevolence, which he extends over
his wids ereation, a benevolence neither very
strong nor atdent. ot deseending to indivi-
duals, and not essential to the felicity of the
Divine nature. Now this distant and almost
indifterent benevolence will hardly seize on
our allections. Tt may please us in moments
of calm speculation. It will not inspire a
love sttong enough o eurb our passions, to
compose our sorfows, to influence our lives:

and love extending beyood himself. Deprive
God of the happiness of love, and we deprive
hiitn of that enjoyment which we have every
reasvn fo believe the most inexhaustible in
the universe.”

TLOVE THE PRINCIFLE OF HARMONY IN
THE UNIVERSE.

“The Christian possesses a great advan-
tage in the conmtewplation of nature. e
beholds waity in the midst of variety. He
looks round on e chanting scenery, and in
every leaf of the forest, every blade of grass,
cevery hill, every valley, aud every cloud of
keaven, lie discovers the traces of Divine
benevolence. Creation is but a field spread
Lefore him for an infinitely varied display of
love. This is the harmoenizing prineiple
which reduces to unity and simplicity the
vast diversity of nature,—this is the perfee-
tion of the universe. It elothes in moral
glory every object we contemplate. The
Christian truly may Dbe said to hear the
music of the spheres. He hears suns and
planeis joining their melody in praise to their
beuignant Creator. His ear, and lis ear,
alone, is tuned to this heavenly harmony.
His soul 1s love.”

THE MERCY AND JUSTICE OF GOD.

“ Mercy is an essential attribute of Gad,
not an aflection produced in him by a foreign
cause. His blessings are free, and bestowed
by another on those whose welfare he disre-
gards. He really loves mankind; and this
is the great motive, first cause, and highest
spring of their redemption. Thus 1 have
endeavored to place before. you Divine good-
ness in the glory in which itshines]in_Serip-
ture.
 But I mustmot’stop here.  "This doctrine,
whilst obscured by some, is carried to excess
by others. -~ There are those who, when they
hear of the essential and infinife merey of
God towards even the sinful, imagine that
God has no aversion towards sin, and cannot
punish.  Unhappily the minds of men are
prone to run o extremes.  They cannot be
driven from onesentiment without vibrating
to its opposite. Sowme men, as we have seen,
array the divinity in durkness and terror.—
God, according to them, is so holy, that e
Iuoks on sinners with no feelings but indigna-
tion. His anger burns; his sword is un-
sheathed 5 it fails more rapidly than the
lightning ; and nothing saves us from its
sharp destruction but the merciful Son, who
interposes between us and the descending
ruin, receives it into his own breast, and thus
appeases the wrathful Dehy.  When these
representations are opposed as inconsistent
with the characier of Him whose name is

For these ends we nced to have other views
frequently -suggested to us,~—those views of
God's aflection for us and for his wide family,
which his parental relation to us suggests,
and which the kindness of' his providence
coinpels us to receive.

«“Let me now ask, why these views of
God.may not be cherished. and why we may
not supposé that God has properly the feel-
igs of a father towards us. 1t is objected,
thiat the supposition” implies that God is not
infiritély happy in'himseif, but derives hap-
piness from’ liis creatures 5 and this” deriva-
lon, We are told, is dishonorable to' God.
Buit I'do not perceive that 'we distiodor God

by believirg that his creation is @ real sonrce

ol felicity 1o him, thait he finds'a’resl Lappi-
ness in doing good; and- in viewing with

.complacence:pbedient,: virtuous, and happy:

children.” T e there is no actor of a per-
Jfect’ man, that’ the happiness, of otilers is his
«own, that 'he knows no higlicr joy that to
-confer and witness felieity, 5iat;hié‘ heart’ re-
«sponds to the feelings of those around him?
C Aud:if (his is perfection‘ia’ man, can it be an
Jimperfeetion in God'? - Do we, indeed, exhall
. God, when We. represeat’ him as unaflécted
.by. the; siate’ of his creatiress? ;. Next' to
‘ascribing maligdity 10 bim, what can we say
worse of iim than thisi—that he ldoks on'the
joys aml sorfows of ‘his own, erealurés witlii
Joutjoy.and without pity'?. ... ..
- -4 We-cannot see-much:1o envy.in the feli-
- ¢ity ofia being who-has hofeelingiof :interest

Liove, who eredted and who preserves us, the
mind is then prone to reject all its former
conceptions, and to form a deity altagether
insensible to the distinction between good and
evil, between holiness and sin,—~incapable of
{eeling displéasure or of inflicting punish-
ment.

“ But the Seriptures forbid us to cherish
these partial and mutilated views of 1he
Divine character. They teach his essential,
sell-moved mercy; and this most. aftecting
view of God I would always hold up to you,
that you may love him' with your whole
hearts, Happy should I be, were J per-
mitted to make them my only theme.  Hap-
py, indeed, could I hope that no other motive
is neéeded than this,~thdt the goodness of
God; whienever enforced, excites, in all who
hear, the semimemts of gratitude, and the
purpose of obedience. DBut there is reason o
fear that some minds are so fallen, that.his
very doctridg which imposes such obligation
is-abused to licentiousuess; and employed to
produce the feeling of security in a sinful
course, There are some who think, if they
do ‘not say, thaf, sinze God is so good, his
faivs' may lie broken with impunity, To
giard agdinst such- a perversion of the doe-
trine: I have enforeed;-lét' me repeat that his
anerey. is! Dot an- dndistinguishing fundness 3
that"whilst! lie compassionaies the offending,
and has. appointed niethuds for their reforima-
tion and torgiveness, he is.unchangeably the
gnemy. ol sin ;. thal his very characier, as the

auniversal-Father,-requires him to punish and

humble the disobedient, selfish, unjust, proud,
and impure, to redress every principle and
practice opposed to the order and happiness
and perfection of his ereatures.”

THE SPIRIT CF LIFE IN
JESUS CHRIST.

“ A man,” says the Apostle Paul, ¢ is the
image and glory of God,” And truly, it
is from our own human nature, frow its deep
experiences, and earnest alleetions, that we
form our conceptions of Deity, and becomne
qualified to interpret the solemn intimations
which ereation and seripture afford to us re-
specting him. "Without the stirrings of divine
qualities within us, without some conscious-
ness of that which we aseribe (0 the All-per-
fect, the names and descriptions by whichhe
is made known to us would be empty words,
as idly sent to us as treatises of sound 1o the
deaf, or some * high discourse of reason” to
the fool. Al that we believe withoul us, we
first feel withio us; and it is the one suffi-
cient proof of the grandeur and awfulness of
our nature, that we have faith in God; for
no merely finite being can possibly believe
the infinite. ~ The universe of which ecach
man conceives exists prinarily in his own
mind ; there dwell the Angel he enthrones in
the hLeight,” aiid the Demon he covers with
the deep; ‘and vainly would 2¢ talk of shun-
ning hell, who never- felt its. fires-in his
bosom ; or ke converse of heaven, whose soul
was néver pure and green as Paradise.

In virtue of this resemblance between the
human and the divine mind, Christ is the re-
presentative and revealer of both. God, by
the very immensity of his nature, is a
statiopary being, perfeet and therefore un-
changeable : and so far as Jesus Christ was
+ the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ;™
so far as vne upitorm mind and power
possessed him, as onec sacred purpose was
impressed upon his life; so far is he the
cmblem of Deity ; aftording us, in speech,
in feeling, in will, in act, and idea of God,
which nothing borrowed from the material
creation or mortal life can at_all approach.
His unity of soul, tho unalterable spirit
pervading all bis altering moods of thought,
—in short, his identity with himself; is alo-
gether divine. In so far, on the other hand,
as he underwent viscissitudes of emotion 3 in
so far as he spake, thought, acted differently
in diflerent periods of his carcer, and a
changed hue of soul came over him, and
threw across the world before him a brighter
or a sadder shape; so far is he the ideal and
picture of the mind of man, - His self-varia.
tions are altogcther human.

The casual vicissitudes of feeling in Chirisy,
his alternations’ of anxiety and hope, of re-
joicing and of tears, have ofien been appeated
1o, as traces of bis having had a like nature
with our own.: The appeal is just; and
shows us that he was impressed, as we are,
by those outward incidents which may make
the morning happy and the evening sad.
But, besides these aceidental agitations, which
follosy the complexion of our external lot,
tliere is a far more important set of’ changes,
which the aflections and cliaracter undergo
from imernal causes; which occur in regular
succession, marking and characterizing the
different periods of mental, if not of physical
lite; and constitute the stages of moral devel-
opement through which the; noblest minds
visibly pass to their perfection. , The inci-
dental fluctuations of emotion raised by the
good ar. evil tidings of the hour, are but as
the separate waves which the passing wind
way-scothe to 2 ripple or press into a storm;
but the seasonable changes of character, of
which I now speak, are ruther the great tidal
movements of the deep within. us, depending’
on “less capricious forces than the transient
rale, and. bearing. on their surface the mere
tiim of tempest or of calin.: The successien is
distinetly, traceable in -the-mind of | Christ,
mmaking his life 2 model of moral.progressions

the: most impressive and sublime. . He thus

becomes in a new sense the representative of
our duty, our visible andoutward conseience ;
revealing to us not only the end to which we
must atlain, but the sucecessive steps by
which our nature reaches it § the process as
well as the result 3 the natural history of the
allections which belongs to the true perfee-
tion of the will. FHe is the type of the pure
religlous life; all its developments being
crowded, by the rapid ripening of his soul,
into his bricf experience: and we read in the
gospel a divine allegory of humanity, sym-
bolical of those profound and silent changes,
of passion and speculation, of faith and love,
through which a holy mind rises to its most
godlike power.

The only incident recorded of the childhood
of Jesus strikingly commerices the analogy
between his nature and ours, and happily
introduces him to us as the representative of
the great ideas of duty and Ciod within the
soul.. The annual pilgrimage from his vil-
lage to the holy city, whicli had hitherto been
the child’s hofiday, full only of the wouler
and delight of travel, scized hold, on one
occasion, of déeper feelings, which absorbed
hin - with. their new intensity. " The visit
which had become conventicual with others,
appeared at once with its full meaning 1o
himi: and with the surprise of a fresh rever-
cuee, he turned from the gay streets, and the
sunpy cxeursion, and 1he social entertain-
ment, to the quiet courts of the temple, where
the ancient story of miracle was told, and the
mystery of proplicey esplained. Eadgcer to
protong this new and svlemn’ interest, he
misséd, you will remeinber, the opportunity
of travelling back with the caravan of Naza-"
reth : and when 10ld by his parents, on their
return -inquest of himy 4Ty father ‘and
muther hiave soaght thee sorrowing,” he res’
plied, with 4 tone wuot altogether filial,

“Know ye not that T must be about my
Fatlier’s business 1

The answer is wonderfully expressive of
the spirit of young piety, taking its first dig-
nity as an independant principle of action in
the mind. "The lessons of devotion are, for
a long time adopted passively, with. listening
faith 5 the great ideas dwindling, us'lhcy full
from the teacher’s lips, to e dimensions of
the infant mnind receiving them. When the
mother calls her clildren to her knees to
speak o them of God, shz is herself the
greatest object in their affections. 1t'is by
her power over them that God becomes
Vencrable ; by the purity of her eye that he
becomes Holy; by the silence ot the hour
that he becomes Awlul; by the tenderness
of her tones that he beeomes Dear.  That
the parents bend, with lowly ook and serene
result, before some fnvisible Preseuce, is thie
first and suificient hint o the Learts latent
faith ; which therefore blends awlile with
the domestic sympatbics; simply mingling
with them an clement of mystery, and
imparting to them a deeper and less carthy
coloring. But the thoughts which constituie
religion are too vast and solemu to remain
subordinate. They are germs of a growth,
which, with true nurture, must burst juto
independent life, and overshadow the whole
soul.  When the miad, beginning to be busy
for itself, ponders the ideas of the infipite and
eternal, it detects, as if by suddeninspiration,
the immensity of the relations which it sus-
tains 10 God.and immonality : the old for-
malas of religious ingiruction’ break ., their
husk, and give forih. the seeds of wonder and
al'love; every thiug that seemed beforé great
and worthy isdwarfed ;. and human aflinities
and duties sink.into nothingness compared
with e heavenly world which . has’ bheen
discovered. There is a period, when earnest
spirits bezome thus. possessed 5 disposed to
contrast, the grandeur of their new idea) wiith
the litleness of all that is actual'y and to look
with a sublimated feeling, which in barsher
nature passes into conteinpt, o, pursuits und
reladons once suflicient,. lor the bearts re-
verence. . At suchi-a;erisis it wag that, Jesus
gave the answer;:w his parents;. whey his
picty - irst, broke into original and self-lumi-
nous’ power, and not: only togk, the; centre of”
his . systeny;, but thremehed, 10 put vt thuse
lesser- and. dependent Jights whicly,; ,when
their, place. is, truly; understgod,: appeur, go

less, heavenly. . He-spake ‘in. the eutrancg; -
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and exclusive spiritof youngdevotion. Well
then may we bear with the rebukes which
this earncst temper is sometimes impeiled o
administer: for by a mental necéssity, all
strong (eeling must be exclusive, till wisdom
and experience have trained it 3 lill.lhe wor‘xh
of ‘many things has been ascertained; till
Grod is seen, not sitting aloof from his creation
to show how contemptibleit is, but pervading
it to give it sanclity; till it is found how
much that is human is also divine. None
learned this so soon or so profoundly as
Jesus. And cven now, the very sight of
home restored his houschold sympathies
again; for when he went to Nazarcth with
his parents, ‘‘ he was obedicnt unto them:
and inzreased in favor” with man'as well as
God.—James Martineau.

«

NECESSITY OF A DEFINITE FAITH.

The present age, especially in the most
liberal quarters, scems inclined to devote
chief attention to that part of religion which
is_called its more spiritual and freer part—
to the neglect of that which is doctrinal.
There is a strong reaction against the pre-
scriptions and dogmas of preceding ages.
There is a weariness of formularies, whether
of language or observances. The tendency
is to cast into the lowest degree of esteem all
articles of confossion, all modes of deseribing
what is to be believed. T'o define a faith,
however largely, is imagined by many to
imprison it, and to abridge unjustly the scope
of thought. And to urge the importance of
so defining it is looked upon with jealously,
as if one would thus turn dogmatist, and un-
dertake to dictate to others' convictions.
Now this feeling may ecasily be carried too
gar, and often is. It may take a mistaken
direction, and often does. (?an anything be
more evident than that religion is a doctrine,
as well as a sentiment, and must take some
shape assuch ? Will any one deny that the
Gospel is a belief, as well as an influence,
and therefore presents some shape of what is
to be believed 7 This shape, whether more
or less comprchensive, whether of one or
another outline, is precisely what we mean
when we speak of a creed. It will be differ-
ent to different minds.  We . caunot all see
it in the same light' or the same proportions.
But there it mus tbe, if wewould profess any<
thing, if we would ‘discern anything. = It
is an intellectual necessity, and they who
think the least of it eannot dispense with it.
Just so far as you depart from it you are in
skepticism. The individual that has it not,
holds nothing that he can with any propriety
call Christian truth; and the church or
denomination that has it not may as well
break up, for it has nothing to maintain, or
to be maintained by.

Let us have a belief, thercfi.re. How can
we otherwise have any purtion in the
believer’s rest or hope? Let us have a
creed also. For who else can we tell or
know what we beliecve?  Only lat it be held
with humility, and seriousness, and charity.
We need not ask too curiously how much
there is of it, nor of what precise kind it is.
We will not ask this of others at all, for it is
their concern and not ours. But if their doe-
trine jostle or attack us, it may impose upon
us an obligation to keep it aloof from our fel-
lowship, and to be able to give to the world
a reason for the different faith that weare
attached to. A ereed! 1t has been unrea-
sonable. It has been despotic. It has
canonized error. It has prolonged abuses.
Who doubts this? And certainly the fact
is repeated often enough to bring it within
every one’s knowledge. But we are not so
often reminded that it is not necessarily conv

substance. It may leave all art to sectarian
devisers, and all abstractinn to the schools.
Letit be as simple as it will, and as unin-

it some existence. Allow it a place. Do

the mischiefs that have sprung up by the
side of it and the hypoerisies to whicl it has
been made to minister. Let it have a hand
that can write. Let it have a tougue that
can speak. Let it have something, however
short, that it is willing to say and means to
abide by.

The word creed takes its origin, as has
been supposed, from the first one in that
suinmary of deetrine which has been styled
the Apostles’ Creed; * Credo,” 1 believe.
Why should we be scrupulous about repeat-
ing it? * [ believe” in the law that binds
and the goodness that prescrves me. “1I
believe” in the holy Providence of God that
embraces me with all. “] believe in a
Divine Spirit, breathing through and govern-
ing a material world. “ I believe” in the
Gospel of a Redeemer, with its wonder(ul
story, its grace and authority, its revelations
of mercy and its promises of life. * I be-
lieve.” Help, Lord, mine unbeliell We
may be doubtful about mmany things, and sore
perplexed. We may have but dim views
before us sometimes, and carry dronping
thoughts in our breasts. Be itso. Thisis
nature’s weakness, I could never prize a
wan’s faith any the maore for his rigid preci-
sion or his boastful eonfidence. But one
thing at least is as clear as the light—that
the Gospel can be of service only so far as it
is accredited. If it have no sauction for us,
it has no comivring trust for us. What it
had no commission to teach, we need not
thank it for telling. \What it had no right to
promise, we can have no reason to expect
from it.  Wherein it confers its salvation, it
must do it through * belief and truth.”  Let
us define that truth, each one for himself.
Not too sharply and noways ungraciously.
Butthat we may see it with greater distinet-
ness, and imprint it with deeper strengih
upon our minds. We will not cramp it
with any of our contractions. We will not
affront so vast a principle by artificial dis-
tinctions and illiberal devices. But let us
not be liberalized out of its pale and covenant.
Let us mark were we stand, and stand there
with a-modest but firm persuasion, with a
free yet a subject spirit. ' ~And may God
bless 1o us his word, -and make it a'rule as
well as-alight, -and include you -and me
among those  who are *‘ chosen to its salva-
tion'—N. L. Frothingham.

CHRISTIANITY AND NATURE—POTENT IN
SECRECY, SIMPLE IN INTRICACY.

From DeQuincey in Tait’s Edingburgh Magazine,

Forces, which are illimitable in their com-
pass of affect, are ofien, for the same reason,
obscure and untraccable in the steps of their
movement. Growith, for instance, animal ot
vegetable, what eye can arrest s eternal in-
crements?  The hour hand of & watch, who
can detect the separate fluxions of its ad-
vance ! Judging by the past, and the change
which is registered between that and the pre-
sent, we know that it must awake; judging
by the immediate appearances, we should
say that it was glways asleep. - Gravitation,
again, that works without holiday for ever,
and scarches every corner of the universe,
what intellect can follow it to its fountains ?

Aud yet, shyer than gravitation, less to be
counted than the floxions of sun-dials, steal-
thier, than the. growth of a forest, arc the

nected either with a superstition or a tyran-
ny ;—that it has its foundation in the buman
mind, and not in arbitrary impositions; and
that it has great uses still to subserve among
the uneasy movements of both thoughtless
and reflecting minds, - It necd not be for-
maily propounded, and it cannot be com-
pelled, but it should be able o speak itself
out:to the private conscience, and even to the
cars-of othérs when suitable occasion comes.
‘We know that it makes nothing ithe truer;
but it may help to impress us the more with
what we acknowledgeto be true.  We know
that it cannot Liold within the articles that are
the most carelully prepared the- faith of a
single human being. * Bot we :do not want
it for that. Iis aid is called in, not to restrain
but toexpress the thought. . One. may not
‘admit ity and then itis for others and not for
“hime - Or he may admit it, but'not-honestly,
.evading™it by some subterfugeof.intyrpreta-
tion’;- and “then it is for those who are less
ingenious and-more ‘singere. "~ According . (o
‘the view ' we -are now taking-of i, there is

" nothing in itimplying that it must-be narrow,

fhotsteps of Christianity amongst the political
workings of man. Nothing, that the heart
of man values, is so secret; nothing is so
potent. :

It is because Christianity worksso secretly,
that it works so potently ; it is because Chris-
tianity burrows and hides itself, that it towers
above the clouds; and hence partly it is
that its working comes. to be misappre-
hended, or even lost out of sight. ~ It is dark
to eyes touched with the films of human
frailly; but it is * dark with excessive
bright.* Hence it has happened sometimes
that minds of the highest order have entered
into enmity with the Christian faith, have
arraigned it as a curse to man, and have
fought against it even upon Christian impul-

have had a birth, except in Christianity.)
All comes from the labyrinthine intricacy in
which' the social action of Christianity” in-

- 'midute, rigorous;- that it must be technical

in its form, or abstruse and theblogical inits

cumbered, and as large in spirit. Only give

ses, (impulses of benignity ‘that could not

volves itsulf 1o the eye of a' contemporary.
Simplicity: the most-absolute, is reconcilable | is both thought-tied and.tongue-tied.
with--iniricacy - the ‘most’ ‘elaborate.” - The
weather—how simple would appear the laws | among his people, hie lias found some of-his
of its oscillations, i we stood at their centre! n't

and yet, because we do not, to this hour the
weather“is a mystery. Human health—
how transparent is its economy under ordi-
nary circumstances! Abstinence and clean-
liness, labor and rest, these simple laws,
observed in just proportions, laws that may

not cast o1t its nmme as evil, on account of { be engrossed upou a finger nail, aré sufficient,

on the whole, to maintain the equilibrium of
pleasurable existence. Yetifonce that equi-
librium is disturbed, where is the science
olientimes deep cnough to  rectify the
unfathomable watch-work 7 Tven the sim-
plicities of planetary motions do not escape
distortion ; nor is il easy to be convinced that
the distortion is in the eye which beholds,
not in the object beheld.” Let a planet be
wheeling with heavenly scicnee, upon arches
of divine geometry ; suddenly, to us, it shall
appear unaccountably retrogate ; flying when
none pursues; and unweaving its own work.
Let this planet in its utmost clongations
travel out of sight, and for us its coursc will
becomne incoherent; because our sight is
feeble, the heautiful eurve of the planet shall
be dislocated into segmeuts, by a parenthesis
of darkness ; because our earth s in no true
centre, the disorder of parallax shall trouble
the laws of light; and, because we ourselves
are wandering, the heavens shall scemn
fickle.

Exactly in the predicament of such a
planet is Christianity ; its motions are inter-
mingled with other motions; crossed and
thwarted, cclipsed and disguised, by counter-
motions in man himself, and by distutbances
that man cannot overrule. Upon lines that
are direct, upon curves that are circuitous,
Christianity is advancing for ever ; but from
our imperfect vision, or from our imperfect
opportunities for applying even such a vision,
we cannot trace it continuowsly. We lose
it, we regain it; we see it doubtlully, we see
it interruptedly; we seec it in collision, we
sec it in combination ; in collision with dark-
ness that confounds, in combination with
cross lights that perplex.  And this in part
is irremediable; so that no finite intelleet
will ever rotrace the total curve upon which
Christianity has moved, sny more than eyes
that are incarnate witl ever see God.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO MINISTERS.

Encourage your own pastor by your re-
gular and constant attendance upon his min-
istry. .

This is a duty of much greater moment to
the usefulness and happiness of a pastor, than
Christians  generally imagine.  “When a
church and congregation regularly attend on
the ministry of a pastor, it cheers and
elevates him. He considers it as an assu-
rance that he shares their affection, esteem
and confidence. He goes to his pulpit, feel.
ing that he shall not preach in vain, nor
spend his strength for nought.  He pursues
his studies with greater diligence, and goes
to the house of God with greater pleasure.
And when he stands in the presence of a
serious and soberly listening throng, whose
eyes are fastened upon him, he is animated
and encouraged. A mew impulse is given
1o his feelings—his thoughts are quickened—
his imagination soars with a truer and bolder
wing—his appeals are more ecarnest—his
sympathies well up and pervade his whole
nature; he feels strong in argument, and
there is a concentration both of mind and
heart, followved by an earnest and ready
utterance, that he can never have who is
doomed to preach -to listless hearers or to
empty pews... When the people with one
consent come together to hear God’s minister,
his words come from bis lips with facility,
strength and attractiveness; chaining -the
attention of his hearers to the close.  To the
minister so situated, the pulpit is more than
a throne. It is the pleasantest, as it is the
most honorable place in which he ever stands,
And the ministry is preferred by him to any
other service on earth.

- But when a pastor perceives that his min-
istry is neglected—when the absence of some
is occasioned by their love of the world, or
by -their: dislike of the plain' and faithiul
preaching of God's word—vhen one service
is deemed betler than two, and none better
than one, even by some church members,
the pious pastor returps from: his scene of
labor. disquicted and cast down. In the bit-
terness. of his soul he is ready to relinquish
his work; to remove to some other station—
and to doubt whether the minisiry can be his
province. [He is discnuraged in his studies,
‘I'he -energies of his mind are palsied. . He
knows not what subject to select, nor how to
illustrate it, for he fears there will be but few
to hear him.: He goes bound.in spirit, and

See this discouraged pastor. - In his visits

.

some in despondency—some it may be, self-
coufident. They need consolation, counsel,
warning. Hegoes prepared to be a minis-
ter of.consolation; a preacher of rightcous- .
ness’; a guide to wanderers. - FHe hopes to'do
some good, because he draws his bow not it
a venture. But when he has announced his
text, and his lips. are ready-to’ pour forth
words of consolation, the afllicted are not
there to hear the words of eomfort; the weak
are not there to be strengthened ; the bowed
down are not there, that their minister may
lift them up; the wanderer is not there that
he may reclaim him. What discouraging

disappointed in his benevolent aims. En-
courage your minister then, by your habitual
attendance on his winistry. Let neither the:
weather, nor worldiiness, nor indolence cause
you to leave your own scat vacant in the
house of God.—Dr. Sharp.

TOWER OF CHRIST'S CHARACTER.

There is a power, then, in the charaeter of
Christ,—a power which is not merely as the
power of a precept, that forces the assent of
the reason, and through that slowly filtrates
a moral influence upon the will; nor as the
power of a miracle, which takes eaptive the
senses, and overawes our opposition.  But it
is a power which silently works upon us, and
absorbs us, It impresses us, it sinks into us,
it purifies and elevates us, we know not how,
perhaps—but we feel that a virtue goes ont
in it and heals us all; penetrates with con-
viction at once the brain and the heart, and
wins our intellect through our affections.
There is no power so akin to it, though it is
far below i, as that of some great work of
Art, upon which we gaze and gaze, and feel
that it draws and lifts us the longer we gaze.
Or, perhaps it is better to say, some grand
form of Nuture, whose majesty thrills us with
an overmastering influence, wakes up all
that is goed and sublime in us, and makes us
feel that we stand very near God.  Or, better
still, we will say @ good man—a man whose
power is what we call ** the power of charac-~
ter’—who, {rom the silent virtue of his single
life, sends a holy influence through a comn-
munity, leavens a whole era it may be, and
influences the progress of the race.—Such a
man has, in 2 depgree, the Kind of power to
which T referin Christy and the iniore he'is like
Christ, the more such power he has. 11 is
the mighticst force in the universe. Itisthe
great reforming power that operales upon
mind and wins souls. Men are converted
and elevated from their low estate, not by
denunciation, or by fear; butr by a comuact
with a higher ideal’; and the highest agency
of this kind is the agency of character.  This
combines thought and deed, and is moral
power in its largest manifestation. Let a
geod man appear in a base and sensual com-
munity ; let him live a life of rightcousness
and of heavenly-mindedness ; and he shall
rebuke and purify that corrupt generation
more than any teaching can. The dew of
a blessed influence shall distil from his life,
and make all green and fresh around him.
A living virtue shall go forth from his pre-
sence. Have not some of us felt rebuked
and afraid to sin, nay, restrained and won
from our sin, in the presence of some good
and holy man? Have we not felt that no
power is like that power, to purify us and
make us better?  Like this is the power of
Christ's character. In this way he saves the
world.~—ZRev. E. H. Chapin. -

Entuusiasm.—It is very possible that 1
am too sanguine. - I remember what Charles
James Fox said in the House of Commons,
when the friends of the Slave-merchants
within those walls, charged the Abolitionists
with enthusiasm ; turning. to the speaker,
he exclaimed, “ Enthusiasm! why there
never was any good done in the world witfi~
out enthusiasm.” We must feel warm upon
our projects, otherwise, from the discourage-
ments we are sure lo meet with here, they
will drop through.— William 4llen. . i

—

Martyn, “into the village. where the boats
stopped for the night, and found the worship-
pers of Gali by the sound of their drums and
cymbals, I did not speak to them, ‘on ac-
count of theif being Bengalese. But being
invited to walk in by the Brahmins, I walk-
ed within the railing, and askéd a few ques-
tions about’ the idol. " The ‘Brahmin, who
spoke ‘bad Hindostan, disputed with gicat
lieat, and ‘his tongue ran faster.than 1'could
follow, and-the people,” who were about'one
hundred, shouted applavse. ‘But I continued

mark upon’ the ‘answers, . I.asked;  among

brethren in aflliction——some in temptation—— { other - things, whether what I . had heard of -

sensations must a minister feel, 10 be thus .

‘Be GintLE—¢T walked,”. said Henry

to ask my questions without’ making any re-." "

e s
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Vishinu: aud ‘Brahma were true, which they
confessed. "~ I forebore to press him with the
consequences, which he secmed to feel, and
so I told him what was my belief.  The
man grew quite mild, and said it was chula
bat, (g wood words,) and asked me seriously at
last what thouaht—~was idol worship true
or false; I feel it a matter of thankfulness
that 1 could make known the truth of God,
though but a stammerer, and that T had
declared it in the presence of a devil. - "And
this T also learned, that the power of gentle-
ness is irresistable.”
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MONTREAL, DECEMBER, 1848.

“ THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.”

The issue of the present sheet brings the
fifth'year of the existence of the Bible Chris-
tian to a ‘close. Originally established in
January, 1844, it had for its aim the explana-
tion of Unitarian Christianity. At that time,
it was found that the Unitarian Congregation
of this City, then commencing to assume a
permanent form, laboured under great disad-
vantages, owing to the mistaken opinions
which so generally prevailed in the commu-
nity concerning Unitarian principles. 'The
unfounded prejudices of multitudes shut them
out from any reasonable hope of ever hearing
our views properly expounded irom the pulpit,
and if such persons were to be reached at all,
it became evident that it must be done by
some other method than oral teaching. 'The
only other method was te be found in the use
of the press, and hence the establishment of
the Bible Christian.

Our commencement was very unpretending,
and our course has been the same. Quv pur-
pose was both local and temporary. 'We had
to act within a certain sphere, and upon minds
furnished, and educated, and prejudiced after
a certain fashion, and we have always endea-
voured, in the selection of our materials, to
keep our particular purpose as steadily as pos-
‘We had to remove prejudices
which existed against ouv distinguishing views
of tratlyy and to impare further-informution for
the benelit of persons:who were ‘disposed to
receive those views., We have great faith
in - that prineiple of tactics which steadily
directs power to one point, rather than diffu-
sing it over an extensive surface. The well
instructed cngineer selects some particular
stone in the strong wall, against which he
dirccts his force knowing that if this stone
can be shaken and dislodged, the downfall of
the superstructure will speedily follow. Now
if any of our readers have at awy tlime con-
sidercd that our range of topies was too
limited — that we have dwelt too much on
the mere peculiarities of Unitarianism — that
we should have given more prominence to the
great general questions of social and moral
reform, or shown a greater interest in some
of the more modern forms of speculation —
we can only say that such an extensjon
would not have comported with our original
design, and that it would, moreover, have
made a larger demand on our time and atten-
tion than we could conveniently afford. We
have been fully sensible of the frnperfections
of this sheet since its commencement, and
nothing should have induced us to continue
its existence, but the hope that it was doing
some good in the quarters where we intend-
ed it should act. ]

And it has dono some good. We know
that it has dissipated prejudice, and imparted
‘insfruction, and that many rcjoice that it has
-fallen into their hands. But a vaviety of cir-
cumstances, which it would be tedious and
useless to explain here, demand that some
change be now made in its management and
issue. . It is right to state that this demand
springs not in ‘any-way from a decrease of
subscribers. - Our subscription-list is now as
‘Jarge’as ‘ever it was, although our finance
‘committee have to regret that subscribers
residing out of Montreal are so remiss in
for\vardmg the trifling. amount of their sub-
Asa consequence of this negl(,ct,

‘publishing: has been thrown, for Lhe most part
on ‘a’fow persons’in this city. :
The' change which we pmpose to m'ﬂ\c,

- theny. for the ensuing” year is, ‘that instead of’

appearing. monthly "as’’ hitherto, ‘the Bible
Christian, will be- 1ssuc_d as a Quarterly T'ract

November." ‘The design of the sheet will
coniinue mainly the same :—to illustrate the
doctrines of liberal Christianity. The gospel | P
of Christ generously and correctly interpret-
ed, read in the spirit of meekuess and eandor,
and obeyed with sincerity and fidelity, we
regard as the divine instrament by which man
is to be redeemed from the ignorance, error,
and sin, in whieh he is now involved, and
raised to a state of salvation and celestial
bliss.  TFor such redemption and salvation
should we not ali lubor and pray *  And it is
without any affectation of piety that we would
now record our own desire and hope, that
God will direct and bless the continuation of
our humble efforts.

In connection with the change announced
in the foregoing article, we would request
our Subscribers to forward the amount of
their Subscriptions as soon as possible, ad-
dressed—* BinLe Cnristiax, MoxTrEAL.”

We would also take this opportunity to ex-
press our thanks to the Publishers of various
valuable weekly newspapers that have hitherto
becn exchanged with us.

A FABLE,
SOMEWEHAT ATTER THE MANNER
OF /B50P.

A company of men desired to raise a place
for common shelter in the wilderness. ITith-
erto many of them had gone without any shel-
ter at all, while others had sought it under
rocks, trees, and the like, where they were
not casy, nor comfortable. A few, more
strong, willing, and hopeful than the rest, pat
their hands to the work, and induced others
to join them. After some effort, 2 goodly
tabernacle was constructed. very pleasant to
rest in, and very eomely to look upon. But
the winds of the desert blew high, and the
floods were frequent and strong, and the
house, if not cared for, would be cast down
and carried away. So some men were ap-
pointed to care for it—some to watch the foun-
dations, others the timbers, others the roof,
and so forth. But these were so engaged
with their felling of wood, and their hontiog,
and their fishing, that they frequently forgot
their task.  So their. tabernacle grew weak,
and they perceived it not. -~ A few strove 1o
keep it strong, but they were not able. The
wind at length eame and shook it, and it fell
to pieces.

Aud now all the men were very sorry, and
many of them much ashamed. And they
came together, and many voices were heard,
and they said one to another, “if we had
known that the timbers were weak, and the
roof loose, we should have willingly put forth
our hands.” But while the men spake con-
fusedly one to another, the clear voice of
Wisdom was heard in their midst, saying,
“Wiy did ye not kmow! Behold, each
should have done his part diligently, and in
season.”

We trust that some of our readers, at least,
will apprehend the morval.

{1 The Annual Meeting of
the Members of the ¢« Montreal
Unitarian Worshiping Society,”
is convened for Tuesday Evening
the 26th instant, at 7 o’clock, in
the basement of the Church.

THE PEACE SOCIETY

The adherents of the Peace Socicty held a
meeting in Execter HMall, London, on the 31st
October. Mr. Hindley, M. P., in the chair.
Several  excelllent speeches were delivered by
Messrs. Ewart M. ¥., Bowring M. P., Elihu
Buarritt, J. W, Aluxandcr, Joscph Sturge, and
II. Clapp; Revrs. Dr. Burnett, Thomas Spen-
cer, &¢, In the course of the speeches it was
stated that it was intended to hold the next Con-
gross in Paris, in the month of August, and it
was expected that the numbers would be swelled
by a good delegation from the United States. It
was proposed to expend 2000 francs in prizes for
the best essays in defence of the peace principle.
Tt was preposed, oo, that, early in the next ses-
sion of Puarliament, the - question should be
brought - forward in the shape probably of an ad-
dress to -the Queen, praying that she would
dircet her Ministers to insert in all treaties an
arbitration clause.

. On’ the 30th ultimo the dcput'\hon appointed
at the recent Peace Congress held at Brassels in
the course of lnst.imonth, , waited upon Lord John

Russell, at the official rtsxdencc, of the Premier,

in Downing-street, for the purpose of prcsenl.mrr
to the noble lord an address which had been pre-
pared and adopted at the congress. The deputa-
tion consisted of M. Visscliers, Councillor of
Mines to the Belgian Government, and who
filled the office of president during the sittings and
deliberations of the Peace Congress ; Mr. William
Ewart, M. P., vice-president for England; Mr.
Elihu  Burritt, viee-president for the United
States ; the Rev. Henry Richards, sceretary of
the Pcace Socicty of Grreat Britain, and repre-
senting on this occasion M. Francisque Bouvet,
memnber of the National Assembly of France, and
vice-president of the Peace Society established in
that Republic; and of Mr. John Scoble, repre-
senting M, Baron Suringar, viec-president for
[iolland. On being admitted to an audience
with the noble premier, the members of the depu-
tation were severally introduced to the noble
lord by Mr. Ewart, who also communicated to
his jordship the general character of the congress
which the gentlemen present represented, and
the scope and object of the address, with the pre-
sentation of which they were charged. The
address, which was prepared in the French lan-
guage, was then read at length by M. Visschers.
It advocates the principle of universal peace
among nalions, and urges objections to recourse,
undcr any circumstances, to war. ‘The various
arguments advanced in the address were pressed
upon the noble lord by Mr. Elihu Burritt, who
stated the efforts which had been made, and
were still making, by the friends of peace in the
United States, to indoctrinate the public mind
with peace sentiments, and the policy of kindness
and friendship which prevailed in the United
States to this country. The Rev. Mr. Richards
and Mr. Scoble also spoke, and tendered apolo-
gies for the unavoidable absence of their princi-
pals, MAL Bouvet and Suringar. Lord John
Russell, who had reecived the deputation with
the greatest courtesy, and had paid profound at-
tention 1o the reading of the address, and to the
speakers by whom he had Dbeen  addressed,
adverted to the several propositions embodied in
the address, which, he said, should have his at-
tention. His lordship also cxpressed the deep
interest which he, in common with the other
members of her Majesty’s Government, had felt
in the preservation of peace, and his belief that
sach assemblages as that lately held in Brusscls
were well ealculated to produce a temper of
moderation and kindness among the various
nations of Europe. ‘The deputation then took
their departure highly gratified, not only with
their reception, but also with the tone and ch'\r—
acter of the interview. -

PROTESTANT SYNOD OF FRANCE.

This body, at its late sitting for the pur-
pose of re-organizing the French Protestant
Church, decided against the use of any au-
thoritative written Creed. This we regard
asa very important decision. The Protestant
Chnrch of France has taken its stand before
the world as a community of Christian believ-
ers, free and untrammelled by any humanly
devised authority. Itisto all intentsand pur-
poses, a body of liberal Christians. In conse-
quence of this decision, thrce Members—
Mr. ¥. Monod, a pastor, and two laymen—
withdrew from the Synod, for the purpose of
forming a new * orthodox, evangelical body.”

The following is a translation, according to the
London Patriut, of the * Declaration” prepared
by the Committee of Eight, appointed by Pro-
testant Synod sitting in Paris, They were unan-
imous. The draft was adopted by the Synod on
the 27th ult.; 73 voices being in its favour, 7

declining to vote, and not one voting against it:—

The General Assembly of Depulics of the Reformed
Chaurches of France o the Members of lhose
Churches :

% P aris, September 27, 1848.

“ Dear and well-beloved brethren in Jesus
Christ, our Lord,—Trom the beginning of their
Iabours, your Deputies have satisficd the most
sacred of all dutics, and the prime wants of their
own hearts, by prostrating themselves before the
Author of all grace, to give Him thanks for
having repaired the chain of our traditions, and
called our Church, after an interruption of more
than cighty ycars, to deliberate, through her re-
presentatives, upon her dearest interests, At the
same time, we have besought Him to bless the
work to which e have sct our hands, that it may
be productive of an abundant and lasting fruits ;
and, if it is true, as the Divine Word declares,
that ‘the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace,’
we have confidence towards God that our prayer
hath already been heard, for we have been kept
in peace. You yourselves lnid down the course
of our proceedings; and ‘we have but obeyed
your wishes.in taking our stand more especially

upon the ground of the Christian life and cc(.lcsx- :

astical organization.

- ¥ Bat, thanks be to God, wehave not contented
ourselves with the attainment ofa negntive pédce;
we hnve, happily, met each othor upon, ¢ the'only
ﬂ)uml.mon that can be’ laid;’ thau is, ¢ Jesus
Christ and him crucified,” our n‘domhlé Rcdccmcr.

as well a8 for the Church collqclively,’ the tru;

In him we have found, for every faithful member; |’

source ofllﬁ., and ul. lhc same umc, thc most per-
fect. of bonds. \anhout donymw tho glorious
past of our Churches, their eminent doctor-: their
pious martyrs, and the venerable monumonts of
their faith, wo have had no desire to diminish the
no less glorious liberty of the children of Cod
asserted hy our futherr, or to proclaim any other

authority than that of the Eternal Word, To
us, Jesus Christ is, at once, the bulwark of trus
liberty, sinco hejt is who makes free and delivers ;
and the bulwark of the faith, since heis its autho ¢
and finisher, W, therc(‘ore, unite with true
Christians of all ages who have confessed his
name; we acknowledge him, with joy and love,

as our only Master, our (\nly Saviour, our onlv
hope in heaven and on earth, where, ‘to him
every knee must bow, and every tongue confuss
that he is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.’
W desire no othcr Mediator than he, no other
rule than his Word, no other guide "than his
Spirit, no other lifo th'm that whiclt he gives us,

no other salvation than that of which he is lhc
auathor; and we bless God, with owrﬂowmw
hearts, for having ¢so loved the world as to givo
his only son, that whosoever Lelieveth in lum
might not perish, but have everlasting life.

% Vith theso sentiments it is, dear and well-
beloved brethren, that we have put our hands to
the work of ccclosn%hcﬂ re-organization which
yeu have confided to us ; and with like senti-
ments it is for you to receive it, in order that it
may be effectual and fruitful.  The times in
which we live are difficult : society totters on all
sides upon its shaken foundations; all is passing,
ull changing, all being renovated around us: but
the Word ol' God abideth firm, and Jesus Christ
is still ¢ the same, yesterday, to-day, and for ever:
in himn dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead
hedily, and he is ever able to save them that come
unto God by him.! Let us cleave to this Divine
Deliverer; and, embracing him by fuith and love,
be changed by hnn into his own Divine i image.
Alrcndy under lis blessed influence, we lmvc,
in the course of our labors, experienced the dis-
persion of many clouds, the disappearance of many
difficultics : may o finish among us and among
you the work so happily bcgun, il we all
come in the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to
the fulness of the measure of the stature of
Christ,?

* The visible Church, which it is our object to
re-conslruct and improve, is, after all, but the ex-
ternal covering of the Kingdem of God upon
carth,—that Km-ulom of whwh the Saviour hath
said, that ‘it is within us’ In our religious
soucty, there will ever be the spots and lmpct['uc-
tions -inseparable from our sinful hum'\mty ‘et
it be rcco«nucd, al least, in.the spirit. which
animates it," and in the fruits: of righteousness,
peace, and joy, which its Divine MHend causeth it
to bring forth.

“Let us unite in imploring that. our humble
lnbours, made fruitful by the blessing of Fim
who in all thinas giveth the increase, may con-
tribute to this hnppy result, and be rnnd(-rod sub-
servient to the progress ol'(ruth and charity, to
the advancement of the Gospel's reign, to the
union of the churches and their mcmlmrs, to the
santilication and salvation of every soul.

“In this hope, dear and well-beloved brethren,
we offer you, in conclusion, the cordial salutation
of the Apostle: ¢ The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen,’”-

Roxcr —'I'hc Vienna Correspondent of the
London Daily News, says: * Ronge is preaching
his new doctrines here with unabated zeal, and
with no slight success, his auditors in the Odcon
being, every time he' lectures, cight or nine thou-
sand strong: e denounces the doctrines of the
Trinity, Confwsxonq the Pope, the Calendar of
Saints, Convents; nnd Monasteries, celibacy of
the Clergy, and praying in an unknown tongue.”

BOOKS POR & &wmg
AT C. BRYSUN’S BOOK STORE, -
ST. FRANOOIS RAVIER STREET.

HE entire Works of Wi, ELLERY Crax-
NING, D. D,, in two volumes.

"The entire Works of the Rev. OrviLLg De-
wey, D. D., Pastor of the Church of the Messiah,
New-York, one volume, 8vo. pp. 887, 1+

A ComMENTARY 0N THE Four Gosvm.s. By
the Rev. A. A, Livermore. -

Tue Essentian FAITH. oF THE Umvxmsm
Cuurcn, Deduced from the Sucrcd Rccords.
By Marriet Martineau.

L4 For p& L'Egrise Umvsnsrnnn, D AERES
LES SAINTES ECRITURES. Pur Dllc. Mnrtmcuu.
Traduit de 'Anglais. .

Scriptunk PROOFS AND SCRIPTURAL ]'Lr,us-

TrRATIONS oF. UNiTarianisv:. By Jolin, '\\‘ﬂson. -
3rd Edition, revised and enlarged..
A CouecmoN o PsailMs. AND IIYMNS for
("hrlslmn 'Worthp By thc Rcv. I‘ W. 1’
Greenwood, D. D, :

W ARE ON THE I‘omm'non oF. 'rm: Cnnrs o
TIAN CxxAnAc'rnn. Lo
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“ PLEASANT CHILDREN.

DY THE LATE R. EDMOXETONKE,

EVERYWHERE, everywhere—
Like the batterfly's silver wings
That nre seen by all in the summer air
We meet with these benutiful things;
And the low sweet Hap of the baby child
Dy a thouaand hills is henrd,
And the voice of the young heast's lnughter wild,
As the voice of u singing bird !

The cradle tocks in the peasant’s cot
As it rocks in the noble’s hall,

And the brightest gift in.the noblest lot,
Is the gift that comes to all;

Faor the sunny light of chitdhood's eyes,
Is » hoon like the common sir;

Ana like the sunshine of the skies,
It fulleth everywhere!

They toll us this old earth no more
By nngel.foot is tead

They bring not now, as they brought of yore,
The araeles ot God.

Oh! ench of these young human flawers
God's own high message bears

And we are walking all our hours
With angels, unawares,

By stifling steeet and busy hill,
We meet their spirit-mirth:
That such bright shapes should linger still—
Tley take the stains of earth
O} is not theirs & blessed part,
To whom the bonn is given
To leave their errand with the hear?,
And straight return to heaven ?

HYMN

YFritten for the morning of Communion Sabbath,
November 12th, 1848.

Father, we have cume to praise thee,
Good and gloriows as thou art,

Praise thee with our songs of gladness,
Rising from each grazeful heart,

Gathered on this joy{ul wmorning,
Sacred to redeeming love,
Send us, while we kueel before thee,
_ Bleasings from thy throne above.

‘Father, we would ask fargiveness
For our many, many sins,

Ol ! be ours that true repentance,
Which the soul to goodneas wins.

Grant us streugth against temptation,

. Parity in 1|1du5ht and deed,

High endeavour, firm eudut:{nce,
Comfort in our utmost veed,

In our daily, houarly, journey,

Through this tempting, wezsry world,
O’er our pathway let the banner

OFf thy merey be nafurled.

Por we need its aweet protection
Ya our onward toilsome way 3

FPilgrims wandering in darkness,
Longing for eteinsl day.

. On our weakness, we implore thee,
* " Look with kind indu)gent eye,
Krneeling here in humble worship,
May our prayers ascendlon high,

Gazing on the sacred emblems
Or onr Master’s dying love, .
May our sonls hold sweet communion

With aor risen Lord above. E.H. H.

LECTURE BY MR. G. DAWSON.
From the Loudon Inquirer.

On-Thursday evening, Mr. GeorgeTDaw-
son delivered the first of two Lectures,™at the
\Vhiuip‘gt‘dn'Club, in the Strand, * On the
Relation of: Literature and. Art.to Religion.”
The, room, which is one of the largest in
London, was filled}to excess, ‘many being
compelled to_stand”throughout the evening.
There were vearly one thousaid.persons pre-
sent.  We have never, heaid.a; lectura better
caleulated to arouse-and, sustain the aitention
of a nutnerous: and mixed. audience. ’It»is,
we think,the happiest effort;Mr. Dawson has
yet made in public lecturing. - "Without the
Cowers. of ‘ an accomplished: - orator, his
figivete of manuer and originality. ofillustra:
tion. produce the efficts’ of finished oratory.

However his views may.contrast. with’ those
" of the hearer, he is always. listened to. . with
~pleasiire. . We give a few.of the; thoughtsi
¢ which 'were coptained in-his-addressi . 17

. Mr. Dawson commenced ‘with -explaining
his view of Religion, and its connection with;
. lis subject“The: most dangerous thing. e
~o ligious nifen ccould do, was 1swage war with:
anything:based;upon the, principles of human.
natuies 7 It was liké an army marching.on:

on its road uneonquered; the necessary con-
sequence of which was, that those districts,
afier’ the city had been taken, rose up to
attack and hem in the. citadel, and keep up
a constamt warfare. Those religious men
who so taught religion, that it did not give
full scope for the development of primary
principles in -humanity, passing them over
unsubdued and unconquered, would find Ll_xaL
those principles would be in continual enmity
to Religion itsell, till many were thereby led
to reject the truth,  Religion, in the seuse in
which he should use it, was not a matter of
the intellect or a process of lagic. It was
common to all men, and were its expression
was most faulty, its existence was no less
certain. Every man was religious by nature.
He did not mean that every man was a
believer in Calvinism, Arminianism, or any
other Zsm ; but that every man of whom he
had ever heacd, or read, umil, by careful
discipline he had rtooted it out of him,
possessed that longing for the unknown, that
bowing down before the Ownipotent and-un-
seen, that eceriain seeking, that happily be
may finid a God or Gods, which constiwuted
Religion in its true and primitive sense. Let
them make a difference between religious-
ness and religion. They could find a dis-
tinction between bread ‘and hunger. 'The
appetite was not affected by the diversity of
its gratification. If religion had not a hold
on man, it could not have established itself.

Mr. Dawson proceeded to consider the his-
torical relations which Art had sustained to
Religion. He dwelt at some length on the
manner io which Art was beld by the early
Hebrews. It was with them a mode of
worship. Every thing came direct from
God. Their very embroidery paiterns were
taught them by the Deity. Nature was the
veil which covered Infinity. And truly
Nature, if they watched it rightly, was like
the eyelid to the eye, it keeps us from the
excess of licht. It was said, man may not
look on God and live; infinity is scen through
Nature, as far as it can be seen, but she
keeps back that which cannot be sceis with
pleasure and profit. + Moses and Solomon
made an inroad into idolatry by making that
which was the object of worship the mode of
expressing worship. The artist was a part
of Nature. Witk an eye keener than others,
his mission is to read for us God's word in
the universe ; to gather up its beanty into his
own soul. and produce it in active forms, for
the world’s guze. FHe looks on the world,
and reads its scerets to us. ~ And some of us
needed a picture reader; we could go forth
in-tiie: midst ‘of beauty and see it not. \We
are astonished to find Pythagoras in nature;
we had never seen him. He reads 1o us in
an earthly tongue, the message of Heaven.
There was a comprehiensive faith, and the
artist was one of its priests.  The Puritans,
it was remarked, waged war against Art.
He granted that.  Another point he would
also grant, the New Testament said linle
about Art, nor did it about ecourtship and
other matters we are not content to part
with just vet. As he viewed the New
Testament, its errand was this: to humanity
it says, * Thou art sick and must be healed,
like the man left wounded by the way-side,
thou must be lifted up, oil must be poured
into thy wounds, and shelter be given thee.
Thou art weeping—thy iears must be dried:
thou art sorrowing— thou must be comforted.”
To the sick it would be worse than wicked-
ness. for the physician 1o discourse on asiro-
nomical systems or geographical boundaries.
The mission of Christianity was to heal and
1n. bind up, to gladden and to bless. That
done, other matters will follow. The New
Testament was not a law-book at all. " It
was a great book of prineiples, which were
far greater than laws.  Give us a great prin-
ciple, and a thousand laws spring fiom it
Laws were temporary 5 any faith that dealt
much with laws could not live long. T'he
laws were but the temporary expression.
The principle branches out into laws (o guide
linle people  He thought thar the New
Testament contained linle law, but a great
well of principles.
that there was nobiing in it concerning the
Fine Arts.  Gel its principles deep down, in
the soul, and it will take carc of the rest.

n servant to the church.

-nius and skitl, in,their varigus developinems,
.might ‘cantribute 16 the glory. of God. He
found the Catholic Chureh expressing many

ple, that the physical. powers came from
Gad, . and that their. best offerings belonged
umo._ him, L o

""Mr. ‘Dawson then gave uliérance (o some,
very: noble, seutients, lying at the root of
Christjan . charivy, and human_ reason. . He
pitied -the Buritan -who could mot_find room:
in.hig beart for - Fenelon's. and he pitied the
Catholic who, could not:viéw as a- Christian
brother: glorious John Bunyan. . He then

sentered ity a; comparison, of modern. works

to the couguest of a city, while it left districts {of art with those “of the'imiddle ages. Both

the, paintings and the architecture of modern-
times.met with his unsparing ridicule. The
latter, he said, was *“an abomination to the
righteous.”” ‘The former was great in horse-
flesh 5 it eould paint you your poodle or lap-
dog, so that you might-almost touch it; but
of the-Divine it could tell.you pothing. .Hle
honoured the old paintings.. He would rather.
have the rudest Madonna than (the:most ac-
curate representation of horse-flesh, ever
painted. Modern Art could but show you
the outer things of the world, It had been
said, that religion writes itselfin its buildings.
I this be true, what sort of religion was that

Hence was the reason,

In the middle ages, for a time, the ariist was |15 Tsing from the east.
The Catholic
Church opened its wide gates, that human ge-

mighry truths. Itk the primitive prinei-

wtitten on our -Bethesdas and Zions? Why
had painting degencrated 7 becauso the art-
ist’s source of inspiration’ was changed. Tn
the old school, the artist lifted up his brush
for God 5 and let a man do anything for God,
and his work becomes divine. Moses looks
on God, and his face shines. A lofiy ideal
brought a lofty work. But, happily, God has
not left us without a witness in these things.
He has given us glorious music. He loves
this generation, in that he has reserved to it
a Handel, a Haydn, a Mozart, a Men-
delssohn, God vindicates his ownj and he
has made the eiglteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies glorivus by giving to them the chief
masters of song.  And their source of inspi-
ration made their work what it was. Who
would dare 1o compare the best opera that
had ever been produced, with their glorious
productions ' DMan, in working for God,
derives a donble inspiration, one from the
Primitive source, and one from the end for
which he is labouring. Work with the
loftiest aims of humanity, and thy work will
be lofiy. Compuose music for the Casino and
it will be worthy of its end. Work for the
Church, and thy work will be divine.
Every trne writer, poet or musician, know
that their best works are the sfrangest to
them. ‘They canuot tell whence they came.
They look them in the face and say * thou
art not mine, thou wert given to me.” The
Puritans were then defended by Mr. Daw-
son on their destruction of the works of Art,
inasmuch as Art was taking the ground of
Religion. They looked upon Art as imper-
tinent, and when is it so?7  When it offers to
become greater than the soul. Whenever
Art says, * Without me thou can’st not see
od,” it is time todismiss Art and Artists.
"'he Puritans asked themselves, is it possible
to serve Gad without lofiy cathedrals, gorge-
ous paimings, or any outward manifestations
of human skill? was it possible for Robinson
Crusoe to serve: God in -his ‘island. alone?
they answered ** Yes,”  They . thought Re-
ligion had Dbecomc. teo lusurious " and -be-
cushioned, they sent her out from velvet
couches into the bleak air, and she bhad
looked healthier ever since.. Then came the
question, are we Puritans ! - Some of us try
1o be. Enter our meeting houses and see
what a sublime defiance they set to Art.
As to music, they will not be beholden to it.
Wearisome 1o the man whom God has
afflicted with the sense of heauty are these
places. There are some which almost make
us regret that we are not deaf, and others
that we are not blind, and in which we
alimost wish to depart in peaces not however,
that we have scen salvation. But itis f{ar
easier to get a Puritan dress and Puritan
furms, than to get a Puritan soul.’ These
forms were simply remisiscences, not justi-
fiable, for the spirit which originated them
was gone. Not that this dge was less Re-
ligious < though he knew many. differed'from
him in this respeet, he nevertheless regarded
this age as more spiritval than any preceding
ong. . These were, he believed; thé best days
this old world hos ever seen. This year,
this terrible year, is the bravest and notablest
that ‘has ever been. If he did not believe
this; his faith collapsed, and his past opinions
had all been mistaken.  Man is never worse
than e was. € there cver be a Sabbath-
day for this world, it cannot have been Fri.
day the other day, and now gone back to
Monday. He believed that we get nearer
and nearer-io this Sabbath. There were
those who said that infidelity was spreading
itself and the Christian faith-was waning
away, but-it was the ery of those who can-
not bear. the dazzling light of the sun.which
i It was for these
reasons that he saw no necessity. for keeping
up the old Puritan forms or language. He
‘honaured - those most who. could make
eloguent all that was good in.the spirit of the
past-in the fashion of to-day. To dress: for
Your part you take from’ its spirit. [t is.a
poor Puritanism’ that must dress to play-its
part.  1t'is as though to have Cato’s honesty
you muast ‘have Cato'’s beard. A form never

‘(othie, there. is even a-distant bint about’

goes out of ‘this world till- it:is. worn vut.
But we are improving. in some - of’ these
matters. Dissenters are venturingon a little

bells and spiral towers, There wanis. in
this couniry some-clear theory which shall
make our ‘religion -and’ our. wsibietics. one.
TheJew, in his'sncritice, offeréd -up. the best

first . of ; his - fruits: . -How.do.w
out? . Whero are our first. fruits an
offerings? ~What glee singing on the Friday ,
and psalm singing on.thé Sunday? How.
are our.pianos: worked on the week day. and
a psalm cnly given on the Sunday:? . How:
do.~good people put their wsthetics . under
their ‘arm ~when -the minister comes?  Is
that the best of the flock 7 Like :David, we
dwell in a ceiled bouse while the temple of |
God is almost a hut. Could this be right ?
He liled not to see God put of'with such
shabliness of things. He still. demaunded the
best of our gifis. .
Mr. Dawson concluded his remarks.by a
few sarcastic allusions -to the numerous in-
copsistencies of the modern Puritans, and by
stating the principal points he should con-
sider in his next lecture. o T
A loud and unanimous burst of applause
greeted the lecturer as he resumed bis seat,

IMMORTALITY.

It has been imapined that religious faith
does ot like to draw attention 1o the decline
which precedes, often by years, the approach -*
of death; that the spectacle of 2 human being
in ruins terrifies 1the expectaion of futurity,
and humbles the mind with mean suspicions
of its destiny.  Skepticism, which delights
in the ill-bodings which can be drawn from
cvil and decay, takes us to the corner where
the old man sits; shows us the bent frame,
and fallen cheeks, and closing avenues of
sense} points to the palsied head, and com-
pels us to listen to the drivelling speech, or
perhaps the childish and pitiable cry; and
then asks, whether this is the being so di-
vinely gilted and’ so solemnly placed, sharer
of the immortality of God, and waiting 1o
embark ino intiniwude? T answer—assuredly
not; neither in the wrecked frame, nor in the .
negation of mind, is there any thing immor~
taly it is not this frail and shattered bark,
visible to the eye, that is to be launched upon
the shoreless sea. The mind within, which
you do not show me, whose indications are
tor a time suppressed,—as they are in every
fever that brings swpor and delirium, in
every ‘night even that brings sleep,— the
mind, of whuse high achievements, whose:
capacious thought, whose tils and triumphs.
of conseience and aflection, living friends will
reverently 1ell you,—the mind, which every
moment of God’s time for seventy years has.
been. sedulous 1o build, and from which ihe
deforming scaffoldis about! 1o” full ‘away,—
this alone is the prioeiple:for which we claim
immortality. - 8ay not that, because we can-
net Lrace its operations, it is extinet ; perbaps,.
while you speak, it may burst into a flame,
and contradiet you. For sometimes age is
koown to wake, and the soul 10 kindle, ere it
deparis ; to perforate the shut gates of sense
with sudden-light, and gush ‘with lustre to
the eye, and love and reason to the speech ;.
as if 10 make it evident, that death may be
nativity ; as if the traveller, who had fallen
asleep with the futigues of the way, conscious.
that be drew near his journey’s end, and
warned by the happy note of arrival, lovked
out refreshed and eager through the morning
air for the fields and streans of his new:

the close of life can, eveli occasionally, thus.
resuscitate the spirit ;7 if some vehement
stroke upon a chord of ancient sympathy can
somelimes restore it In its strength, it is there
still ;- and only: waits that permanent rejuve-
niscence which its escape into the infinite
may eflect at once.—Rev. J. Martineat.

TorLErATION.—* Who art thou, vain mor-
tal, that darest inirude thyself between my
God and me? If I have an account to
settle ‘with heaven, am I nut competent'ia .
effect it mysell? Can you bemnore intérested
than T am?- or, if you are; why insult me;

world as the vilest animal in! existence ?
May- 1 not possibly: be right as well-as you? .
If =0, by what grant,. either of Heaven or
carth, can you be justified in assailing tha:
purity of my motives? The great God of
Heaven sullers me to enjoy liberty—suflers
mé to investigate freely, and® withyut'any
fear, all subjects 'my‘ mind* may chanceiin
pursue; and’informs: me by'ihe eternal laws .
of my nature, thatiI.can ouly:liclieve asimy -~
understanding. directs: me. ;¥et 'yon:—you,
dust. anid : ashes. of - the. earth—arrogaling: to, -
youarselt: Heaven's power, Wwould do. what

progress of 'my mind—you"would: end'all
inquiry which did’ not exactly suit’ you—=you

would” prostrate: imeiin <thecyes ofsociely,:
and” send: ' me'lieadlong  to! eternal: punish=:
went?: . Away;: from: this:.biad;:persecuting
spirit! - Intoleranes ! Intolerance! ;. Intoler~:
ance l—=Benjamin Franklin. o500 0
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