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THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

K SERMON BY REV. W, AITKEN, MINISTER OF UNION CHURCH, SMITH'S FALLSES

_ “Many shall come from-the cast and west, and shall sit down with Abrabam, and Issac, ong!
Jacob, in the kingdomooftheavem’—Mart, vur. 11,

In the portion-of this chapter hume.li-] ever, charged with reproachful reference to-
gtely preceding, we have an account of the | the people whose high privileges had been
truly interesting:circumstances under which  so culpably misimproved. « Vierily 1 say
thesa words~—the words of Him who spake | unt. you, I have not found so great faith,.
i g3 never- man_spake—were originally ut- | no, not in Tarael.”” Our Saviour continuedi
‘4ared, Onr Dord baving emtered- Caper- | @3 in the text and the verse which follows,
paum—one of those-doomed cities whereia | taking oecasion from the centurion’s mem-
most of his mighty works were dune, with« | crable-exhibition of faith unféigned to fore-
' gut availing:to bring thenrto repentance— | show the extencion of the-privileges of the-
bis kind interpositiomswas besought Ly a; Gospel econemy to the Gentiles, while-
certain centurion, on behalf of*a servant of | solemnly forewarning the anciently-chosen®
his who was:lying-at his-heuse in extreme  and long specially-fdvoured racer of the
distress,  T'-this appeal to his- mercy the terrible evils which their invetérate and

£ Saviour with: compassionate promptitude | irreclaimable unbelief * would* inevitably-
§ roplied; “I:will come and’heal him.” The | briug upon them. “1I say unto'you, that'

snnouucentent ofthis gracivus purpose led | many shall come from the east” and west,.
- 1 8 manifestationvon the-part of the cen- and shall sit déwn with Abraham, and:
turion at once of the-despest humility and | Isano, 2od Jhcob, in the kingdom of heaven.
the most exsifed faith. *Lerd,” he saidy | But the children of the kingdom (God's-
#] sm- not worthy that thou shouldest once peculiar people) shall be cast out'into-
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wme under my roof:-but speak the word | outer darkness "there shall be weeping and

} only and.amy servant shakl be heal’d: For | gnashing of teeths””

lam 2 man under authority,h. \ingsoldiers,  The ceuturion in-hid-wwondrous faith was-
mder me:-and I'say: tosthits man, Go, aud | a rep:esentative man—the type of a class-
ke goeth;.and:to another, Come, and ke | —a type of thicse from among the Gentiles
cometh;.and-tor my servant, Do tlis,.and | who should after turn to Géd, and acquize
bo doeth it an interest, in-the-blessings of the everlasi--
On a certaimioocasiony when Jésus was jus covenant, ordsred in all things and
osecuting his ministryr in his own coun- | swe, through faith in Him who was to-
ty, we are informed that he mandiad] Lreas down the middle wail of partition-
because of theunbekel which-be there wit- | between Jew and Gentile, and reconcile
mssed.  Now,.oft the cortrary,.the spirit | both in oue body to God by the blood of ”
of sinple but sublime farh«displayed Ly, Ilis Cross—a type of the many who would?
the Qentile centurion, strikingly contrast- | yut come from theeact and:west, and at
ing with the grievous destitution of sueh a , last sit down with Abrahauy.aed: Isaac,
spirit among the far more bighly privileged | and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.-
Hebrew race, awakened in his breast a| The form of expression—zke kingdom of™
freling of profound admiration, and drew | kearen—or the slightly varied form ia the-
ffom his lips the language of empLatic! parallel passage of the Gospel by Luke—
wmumendation—of. commendation, huw-' the kingdom:cf Gédi~is used'inSeripiure-
VAL..4.. ¥o, 1
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in several closely allied senses. Sometimes
it denotes the Gospel dispensation, or the |
method of divine spiritual administration ;
under the Gospel. Sometimes, again, it
denotes the dominion of grace in the soul
of the individual believer. Sometimes,
moreover, it denotes the general commu-
wity of believers in which the dominion of
grace is established, and which constitutes
the church militant here below. In the
text it may signify either the great assem-
Dly of the redeemed from the earth, com-
prising the ehurch triumphaat above; or
the world of glory :teelf, in whiek the just
made perfect, the members of the church
triumphant, shall have their everlasting
home. It matters comparatively little
which of these meanings shall be adopted;
we give the preference to the last.

In the kingdom of leaven, therefore, as
thus understood, “ many shall come from
the east and west, and shall sit down with
Abraham, and Isaae, and Jacob.” And
in the sequel of this discourse we shall
advert i some of those views of heaven
and of the dwellers there which the text,
regarded as having relation thereto, is
adapted most obvionsly to suggest. 1t
teaches us to think of heaven as @ distinct
place, having a certain positive locality—
as a place of sainlly society—and as a
place of rest and joy.

We are accordingly to conceiva of
hieaven,

1st. As a distinct place, having a certain
positive locality. Itis presented Lo our con-
templation as the residence of the Father
of the Faithful aud his illustrious descend-
auts, Isaac aud Jacob: and of those \\'ho,‘
baving been distinguished by Xike precious
faith, shall ultimately be aseociated with
them in that lofty habitation.

We are sometimes told that heaven is
{o be considered as e slale, rather than as
& place referrible to any particular loeality.
And, undoubtediy, if heaven Le taken
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symbolically—if it be taken as, essentially,
a symbol of the perfection of koly blessed.
ness—it is independent of place, aud way
anywhere be realized. In like manner, of
kell, assuming it as a symbol—a symbo}
of the hopeless and utler misery which i
the wages of sin—it may be affirmed thag
it is n state rather than & place; and, in-
stead of being confined to any specifie
locaiity, may anywhere be experiencad in
all its unmitigated horrors.  Henco the
fearful words which our great poet has put
into the mouth of the rebel-angel, the
arch-enemy of God and man—

«3e mjserable! which way shail I fly

Jntinite wrath and infinite despaix?
Which way I fly is hell, myself am hell;
And in the lowest deep a lower deep,

Still threat'ning to devour me, opens wide,
To which the hell I suffer seems wheaven!”

It can answer no good purpose, how-
ever, to aim at being more abstract or mors
spiritual in our conceptions than the Word
of God. Itis a spurious refining which
would attempt thus to improve on ils
sacred teaching. And o student of
Seripture requires to be informed, that,
accordipg to the upiform tepor of its re-
presentations, shile heaven may certainly
De confemplated as a state, it is also to be
regarded as a place, and as having a proper
locality no less than the world in which
we now dwell.

But in what region of the vast univers
it may be found—whether among those
bright orbs, which shining unchangeably
ou from age to age, shed their ealm cffuig.
ence upon us from afar, or in some realn
of the boundless immepsity immaasurably
wore distant still—this is a matter with
f*esrget to which we have bgen left in nfter
ignorance. Whatever may be the fuct in
this particular, we are to copceiye of tha
henveply world as one of inexpressible
glory. Such, assuredly, the gorld myg
be whene God peculiarly has his apgust
abode—-the world which he his chosen 8
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the palace of his kingly majesty, as the
temple of bis holiness—the avorld where
angels ever unstained by sin, and saints re-
deemed, behold bis countenance unveiled,
are admitted to his most intimate fellow-
ahip, and blessed with the brightest mani-
festations of his excellence, and the richest
fruitions of his love. In the volume of
inspiration, accordingly, we see all nature
laid under tribute for imagery the most
§plendid whereby to represent to us its
supernal grandeur. Even, however, with
all the assistance thus atforded, faint and
inadequate as compared with the sullime

+
reality must be the most vivid and eaalted

ideas of it which we can form now. Here,

cmphatically, in respect of heasen and its |
> his bearers to “stiive to enter in at the

glory, we sce as « through a glass darkly ;’
here we but “ know in part.”
But though such be the obscurity and |

81l
ancient times—with Abraham and Isaae
and Jacob—will be conjoined the faithfuf
prmlenfed to live amid the splendour of
that Gospel-day whose surpassing bright-
ness they saw from afar, and in the expec-
tation of whose coming they 19301ced—-
there will e associated in ono hallowed
company the redeemed of mankind from
the Leginning of the world to the final
cousummmnation,

With reference to this celestial company,
the first thing to be noticed is its greatness.
« Lord, are there few that be saved ?” was

. & question addressed to Jasus on a certain
oceasion, as “he went through the cities
;and villages teaching and journeying to-
vard Jerssalem.” In reply, he exhoriad

isnmt gate,” for that *many would seek to
enter in and would not be able” At the

limitation of onr present views, veu as the | same time, however, it was intimated, in
disciples of Jesus, the people of God, it is | language parallel with that in our text,
ours to cherish the hope—the good hope | that there were those who should ¢ come
through grace—that hereafter, in relation | from the east and from the west, from the
to that respecting which we now sce as, north and from the south, and sit down in
through a glass darkly, and but know in " Nor was it to be

the kingdom of God.
part, we shall attain to a clearer vision and
a fuller knowledge. It is ours to cherish
the hope that in the eelestial world, where-
soever in the spacious universe it may le, |
we shall have our future aud everlasting

comparatively but a few who should thus
. come heavenward; but, as the text apprises
L us, many—1 forming, as we ¢lsewhere learn,
“a great mu]mude which no ma3i could
numbex.

home, and all its glovy be revealed to our|  Closely connected with the greatness of
direct and unobstrucied And, bav- | the celestial company is the next point we
ing this high Hope, carth aud its peculiar | have to notice rsspectivg it, namely, the
obJects ny zy- well cease to lave the pu.— L oS ord iyin of the persons composing .
eminence in our hearts; we way weil i y ke will comyprise individuals flom the east
supenou alike to its allurements and its ‘Im] from the west—from the n;mo' of tho
tmls, and in a life sway ed and Lallowed , sun to where hie hath his (romo’ down—
by all pure and heavenly inflactiees, 1mani- | from every region of the h'xhltable globe—=
fest our interest in the world where that . from ever y eountry and every chme—an
Tope so great and- so divine shall Lave it |, innumerable multitude ¢ of all nations and
éternal fulfilment. ' kindreds aud people and tongues.”
. But we are to couceive of heaven—sot; TUuder the Gospel such restrictive pecu-
doly as a distinet place—Dbat, liavities as those by virtue of which the
2nd, As e place of saintly society. { Llessings of Judaism were mainly eonfine ]
There, with. the faithful pauiarchs of toa pn':ua"" territary and a-seleet i le,

gﬂZ‘.‘.
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have no existence. ‘In Christ the covenant | we naturally pass to nolice that fuwad
of peculiarity, raising a barrier of separa- | pervading Aermony which the descnphou
.tion between Jew and Gentile, kas been | before us may be held to import, aud «of
done away : national and other adventitious which unit, is the appropriate cexponent,
distinctions, to which-so much importance The divisions which to so great an extent
is often attached by.maukind, are of no, exist among the people of ‘God on the
accouat. .By His Cross he has opened up '(,arth, cre 1cferrible teo «conllicting views
3 way of free access to heaven for the in- ' and seutiments, the.maligoant working of
habitants of all lands—fur men of every | prejudice and ,passion, and the jnsufficient
class and .condition; and he makes the influence of Cliistian -love. But among
aftraction of his Cross effectiv e]y felt b) all | the peql;b of God above, i ignorauce or error
to draw them t.hxt.her., and the \nuous'will not cloud.the underslanding; no e}l
-origin of the general assembly of the re- | affection will hold jossession of the heart;
-deemed will eventually Lear signal testi- ‘ but Jove will have the undivided and un.
-mony to the unlimited character of his controlled supremacy. Then they shall
ability and his willingness to save. se¢ eye to eye, and every bosom will beat
So great-in number—and so various in | jn unison—the unison of holy love,
origin—the next point we have to notice] The celestial company, in its final com-
in regard to the celestial company is ¢s| pletion, will be the resilt 6f a gradual pro-
amily. In all its vastness and diversity it | coss, which is now as it hes for ages, even
is nevertheless one; subsisting in a unity from the beginning, been going on; and
such as may be affirmed of members-of the | which will ‘»e contmaed till tine shall be
same family, who, long and far dissevered, | no more. It is constantly enlarging, that
thave at last heen all collected in their bLright company, by ever new additions,
fathers house, their common home.  Con- Every releemed soul which passes away
templated under this aspect, how striking, frum the earth .contributes to swell its
js the contrast between the redeemed injiastness. .And thus friends who once
heaven and the redeemed on the earth! walked with us in this vale of weeping,and
Here the peaple of God—so far fron: ¢x-\ who in dying fel} asleep.in Jesus, went in
qibiting a visible unity expressive of those | death, to them truly great gnin, to that
Indden spiritaal relations in-virtuc of \\hxch, sainted socicty,  Not even for a moment.
howsoever outwardly divided, they are in’ is the Leliever in dying separated from the
reality one—are broken up into innumer- |fdlox\shtp of God’s people death but
able distinct societies. Thera is Lut one! transfers hity fram the divine family on
great Shepherd of the sheep, but there are| carth to the divine faaily in leaven. And
many folis. Whether it will ever be the period is drawing nigh when that
wholly otherwise below, we may not ven- | divine family above slm]l have received its
ture to predict. Bat, if never on earth, at | last destiued accession; and then the mys-
least in heaven, the prayer of Christ for tery of God will be finished, and the pra-
the membersof His chucl, «that they all | <ont order of things having fully answered
may he one, even as thou I .ztlu,l art in e, | {ts fntended purpose, will be brought to 8
and I in thee, that they also may be one | close.
Jn us,” will be fully answered; and asthere ' Meanw hile, as the people of God through
is but one Shepherd, so there will he but! fith in his Son, and destined to be yet
one sheepfold. included in that celestial company of which
From the unity of the celestial company 2 we h'm, been speaking, let us habiwually




itecopnize the ties which connect uws with
*the beavenly world and the redeemed in-
vglorys let us be ever seeking to walk
worthy of thiat high -acd ‘holy relation,
' having our conversation'in*heaven; and
“Jet us rejoice in anticipation-of. the time
~when we shall be joined to the sooiety of
the just made perfect who'have gone be-
~fore. - Even a heathen cofild look forward
with delight ‘to -emancipation from the
- cares and turinoil of thislife below, and to
being associated with the virtuous desd in
.8 diviner sphere. With:how immeasurably
greater satisfaction, as having so much
better a faith-and hope; with what joy uu-
speakable and full of glory, ought not the
betiever to cherish the thought of a similar
« gmaacipation, 6f a~similar immortal con-
summation! Having such-a prospect be-
fore us, let us endeavour to realize the
salutary influences which it is adapted to
exert while we sojourn here—ever, by a
patient coutinuance-in well-doing, aspiring
ito & glorious+and-honourable immortality.

" Seek thoge titings which ave above."
COL. 1L 1.

~And what are the tbings which are
“above ? Holiness—or conformity to Jesus,
-and entire devotednesd to Hisservice. Hap-
piness—flowing from the manifestation of
Jebovah's glory, the presence of Jesus, and
the soul's delight in His w'll. “Unity~saints
above realize close, intimate, and indestruc-
tible union to Father, Son, and Spirit; they
¢njoy sweet and coustant union with each
other, and the holy angels; they have unity
of design, work, and enjoyment. Seek those
things which descend from above; as faith—
which believes, trusts, and prefers God's word:
love—which has-God for its author, Cbrist
for its principal object, and -spiritual things
for 1ts chosen subjects; fellowship—with
Father, Son, and Spirit, add all spiritual
subjects.—In a word, all spiritual gifts, graces
and operations. -Seek " them earnestly, prin-
cipally, end constaptly. -Think much and
.often upon them. Highiy value and esteem
them. ~ Constantly prefer them to earthly
things. Labor to possess and enjoy them.
God. giveth liberally, and upbraideth not.
You have not, because you ask nbt
and receive. Receive and be happy. ¥our
God bids you “ Rejoice.”

Rise. my soul, wings,
by Eolar Dorkon ey e

Rizo from transitory things,
Towards beaven, thy nati

ve place.” "
~Rev. James Smith.
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COMFORT IN DEATH.

e

‘The pleasures of the- world eninot coun-
fort a man when he draws néar death. The
brilliadt ball-room,~—the merry dance,~—
themidnight revel,—the parly 1o Epsom
races,—the-card table,—the box at the
opera,~-ihe voices of singing meén and
singtng*women,—ull these aré at longth
distasteful things. To hear of hunting
snd shooting emgagements gives him mo
pleasure. -To be invited o feasts, and re-
gattas, and fancy fairs, gives him no ease,
He cannot hide from himself, that these
are hollow, empiy, powerless things. ‘Chey
‘ar upon the ear -of his consciencé. They
are out of harmony with his econdition.
They cannot stop :one gap in his heart,
whon the last enemy is coming in like a
flood. They cannot wnake him calm ih
the prospect of meetintg-a: holy God.

Books and newspapers ‘cannot comfort
-2 man when he draws near death. The
‘most brilliant writings of . Macaulay or
"Dickens will pall upon his ear. The most
able article in the Temes will fail*to interest
him, Punch and tbe Illustrated News,
-and the last new novol, will lie unopened
-and unheeded. Theirvime will be spast.
‘Their vocation will be gone. Whatever
| they may be in health, they are useless ip
the hour of death.

There is but one fountain of comfort for
a man drawing near to his end, and' that
isthe'Bible. Chapters out of the Bible,—
texts out of the Bible,—statements of truth
taken out of the Bible,—books containing
matter drawa from the Bille,~tlese are a
man's only chance of comfort, when he
comes to die. I donot at all say that the
Bible will do good*as a matter bf course to
a dying man, if he has not valued it before.
1 knew, unhappily, too.much of death-beds
to say that. I de mot say whether it is
probable that he who has been unbelieving
and aeglectful of ‘the Bible 1m life, Will at
once believe and .get comfort from #t dn
death. But I de say positively, that no
| dying man will ever get redl comfort, except
from the coutentsofthe Word of God.  All
comfort from any<other source is .a house
built upon sand. .

1 lay this down-as ‘& tule of nmversal
!app}ication. I make mo -exception iu
favour of apy class on earth. Kings and
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poor men, learned avd unlearned,—ailare
on alovel in this matter. There is not a
jot of real consolation for any dying man,
unless be gets it from the Bible. Chapters,
passages, texts, promises, and doctrines of
Scripture;—beatd, received, believed, and
rested on,—these are the only comforters T
dare promise to.any one when he leaves the
world. Taking the sacrament will do a
mau no good so loug as the Word is not
received and believed. It was a true con-
fession of the learned Seiden, *There is no
hook upon whicli .wecan rest in a2 dying
moment but the Bible.”

1 might easily confirm ail I have just
said by examples and illustrations. I
ymght show you the death-heds of men
who Dbave affected to despise the Bible. I
nmight tell you how Voltaire and Paine,

the famous infidels, died in miserr, bitter-
Less, 1ags fear, and despair. I might!
show you the happy death-Leds of those
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the full assurance of hope, aud like Bunyar's
+ Standfast,” giving glorious testimony to.
Christ's faithfulness, even in the river.

But one thing I have never seen, I
never saw any one enjoy what I should
call real; solid, calm, reasonable peace op
his-death-bed, who did net draw his peace
from the Bible, And thisI am bold to.
say, that the mau who thinks to go to his
death-bed without having the Bible for his
comforter, his companion, -and bis {friend,
is one of the greatest madmen in the world.
There are no comforts for the soul bus
Bible comforis, and- he who has not got
hold of these; has got hold of nothuing at
all, unless it be a brokenreed. .

Reader, the only comforter for a death-
bed is the book about which I address you
this day. Surely it is no light matter
whether you read-that book or not. Surely
a dying man, in a dying world, should
serfoucly consider whether he-has got any-

who bave leved the Bible and believed it, , thing to comfort hiin, when his turn comes
and the blessed effect the sight of their to die. I charge you, I entreat you, to
death-beds had on others. Cecil,—aminis- | give an honest answer to my question.
ter whose praise ought tobein all churches, | What art thou doing with the Biblei—

says, “I shall vever forgetstanding bythe Dost thou read it? How rewdest thou”
Led-side of my dying mother. ¢Are you
atraid to die# Iasked. ‘No?! she replied
* Buat why does the uncertainty of another
state give you no coneern #*  * Because God
has said. “ Fear not; when thou passest
throagh the waters I will be with thee, and
through the rivers, they shali not overflow
ihee.” Imight easily multiply illustra-
tious of tlis kind. But Tthink it better to
conciude by giving the result of my own
observation.

I Lave seen not a few dging persons in |
my time. 1 have seen great varieties of
1anner aed deportment among them. I
hive sacn some die sullem, silent, and
comtordess. Lhaveseen others die ignorant,
uueoncerted, and apparently withont mueh
fexi. L Lavesecn sume Jic so wearied with
louztness, that they were guite willing to
depart, and yet they did notseem to me
at all in a fit state to go before God. I
have seen others die with professions of l
hope and trust in God, without leaving !
sazisfactory esvidences that they were on'f
the tole . Thave seen others die, who I
Leveve wete in Clrist, aud safe, ard yet
thev never seemed to enjoy much sensible:
comfort. T Lave s¢gep some few dying in!

| —J. €. Ryle.

DR. DUTFIS EPITAPH.

In his farewell address before leaving India,
Dr. Dauff said he should work for India as
long as the breath was in bis body, and then
he adds:—

“ And when at lest this mortal body is con.
signed to the silent tomb,—while I myself
think that the only befitting epitaph for my
tombstone would be, *Herelies Alexander
Duff, by natare and practice & sinful, guilty
areature, but saved by grace, througlr faith
in the blood and righteousness of his Lord

, and Saviour Jesus Christ'—were it by others

thought desirable that any addition should be
made to this sentence, T would reckon it my
highest earthly honor, should I be deemed
worthy of appropriating the grandly generous
words, alrendy suggested by the exuberant
kiuduess of one of my-oldest native friends,
in some such forn as tollows:—.

By profession, a missionary; by bis_life
and labors, the true aud constant friend of
India’ Pardon my weakness; nature isover-
come; the gush of feeling is beyond coutrol:
amid tears of saduess- L.must now bid you alt,
a solemn farewell,” *

-
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. LEAH.
( Goncluded from page 202.)

Qe sunny Sundny, after church servied, 1y
Ws, Elillis passedthe low paling that bounded
{he guitten of er ‘neighboty, she observed
her fralying” & troxthly rose over an arbout
at the end of lier garden, HMustewing to the
ante, Mrs, Davil begged der to enter for a
moment, and a3 they passtd od to the atbour
where she had been working she said; » I sup-
pose you are shocked to sce me gardesing on
Sunday ?

u NZ,” replied Mrs. Hillis: “you have kept
syour own Sabbath, and I cannot expect you
110 hieep ours also.” .

- Well, to say the truth, Iam keeping

tyours-even better than I keptmy own, for 1
‘went.alittle journey iuto the country yester-
«day. to-a.nursery gardep, and bought those
pretty pots of Aewers you may see in the
ifrant 'of the conservutery. Some people may
say that .it isnot dllowskle; but what am.L
itodo? I cannot be mlways moping about
here, and paturally:I wishedsto have some of
ithe ,pretty flowers. that svere rto be sold by
.auction; so I went, and theresthey are.”

-4 Yes; butwe must  remembertheSabbarth-
«Isy to keep it holy,’ ".replied Mrs. Hillis.

“1¥hy, is it possible that you think it
necessary to keep our commandments ?” asked:
Mrs. David, in unfeigned astonishment. «1
thought you believed in nething-but Christ.”

- The sound of that name from the lips of a
Jewess thrilled :through the heatt of Mrs.
Millis, as shewaplied, ~ Yes, ‘we believe in
:nothing but Christ, who has diedsfor our sin,
and lives for our justification; but we also
believe that -Christ came amot *to destroy the
law, but to fulfil 3t.” .

“Well, you amaze me,” said Mrs. David,
#] thought you threw the Old Testament over-
board altogether.” .

“ How could we do so,” cried Mrs. Hillis,
with animatien, “when there we have types
and prophecies of our blessed Lord so full
and so powesful, that they fill our souls with
comfort as we read them ?”

“It is very strange; but we will talk of
this again,” said Mrs. David, as she found the
subject beceming tee serious for her—more
especially as she aever toubled herself to read
any part of the Bible except the Psalms, and
was now ijuelived, like Felix, to put off the
gerious conversation she saw impending, to
“a more convenient season.”

But that season—the season for thought
and anxious care—was to come sooner than
fho anticipated. Ier treasured idol, her
darling Leah, was suddenly struck down by a
maliguant fever, Night ond day tho.wretched
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tother sat by the bed of her ehild, incapable
of doing auything but listening, with agoniged
thoughtssif the whirling tumult of her brain
could be ealled thoughi: «to the ravings of
her tnconscious daughtr. At the first ap-
pearande of the illness, *Irs, Hillis had come
to the assistance of her friend, and she ‘still
vemaived her faithful helper, and the tender
nuiwe-of the suffering patient, who was seldom
¢onscious, and for very short periods when
she as so.

Of course, all communication with the next
kouse wns cut off, except by the waving of a
handketchief, to assure Ada that her mother
wvas Welly and that her fricad still lived. Day
nfter day L:eah continted to hover between
life aud death, aed still no change for the
better or tvorse fook away from or added to
the suspense of ‘the 1o anxious watchers
that sat beside her bed; for next to lrer own
mother, the heart of Mrs, Hillis yearued over
the young girl who, now on the wverge of
womanhood, aad lovelier than‘even her early
beauty promised, bad iwined herself round
the very fibres of the loving hearts of the
Hillis family. But among that family group
oue form was absent. Edward Hillis had
passed a distinguished examination as an
engineer officer, and bid fair to rise to the

| bighest rank in his profession ; but his heart

tareed to Vernon Villas, where he had left
0ot wely hic beloved mother and sister, but
the being whose lightest look was treasured
in the cells of his memory, and hearded as a
miser hoards his gold.

Youug as-shie was, Edward had discovered
in her o spirit that suited his own, and which
beamed through every featore of her expres-
sive comtenance. Neo word of love hed yet
been spoken, bat, Bdward koew that her guile-
less heart was his as fruly as she felt that his
life was devoted to hery and although no
opea jprofession oF her:change of faith had
taken place,dre knew that she was a Christian
in the fullest sense-of the term.

In the wildest ravings of jpoor Leah the
name of Jesus was uttered with awe and love,
and an old Fewish lady who came sometimes
to sce her-noted it quietly, to be brought for-
ward &t a more proper season.

Af length the nearly worn-out watchers
were blessed by seeing the steady light of
reason beam from the languid eyes of their
Leloved Taeah, and though slowly, it soon be-
came apparent that every day bronght an in-
crease of strength, and advanced her step by
step towards convalescence. But another
and agitsting caunse of alarm lay before poor
Mrs. David, who had scarcely began with
trembling to rejoico in the appment recovery
of her child, before & deputation from the
synagogue waited upon her to inguire into
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the state of her daughtur's mind, through the
talkative spirit of the old lady, who had con-
veyed the mtelligence to the rabbi of her fre-
quent meation of the name of Jesus. Leah
was made acquainted with the visit of the
deputation, and its object, aud, fearing that
her mother might be compromised, she re-
quested that she might be permitted to receive
the geutlemen herself. With much reluctance

Ars. David acceded .to her request, but'

yielded at length, thinking that by a simple
devial of the charge her cTarliug Leah would
be freed from their intrusion.  She accord-
ingly retired to an adjoining room, leaving
Mes. Hillis, whose hand was clasped in that
of Leal, to assist-her in receiving the grave
men that cemposed the depatation. erheps
she agreed to her child’s proposal the more
readily, as she felt that she might possibly
recerve some blame tor want of strictness of
late in her own observance of her religious
daties, and was-not unwilling to avoid an in-
terview that might admit of a rebuke being
admainistered.

On the entrance of the gentlemen, a few
words as to her health were addressed to
Leah by the rabbi, who then proceoded to a
command that she should disavow any know-
12dee of, or belief in, Jesns,

Mrs, Hillis felt the frail band tighten on
bers as the youthful believer sat upright in
her chair, exclaiming, “Say I de wot hnow
Jesus ! That 1 do not believe in Jesus !
Never! leis my joy, my bope, my aLL in
this world and in the next "

“Shame on yous girl ! cried the rabbi, in a

voice of extreme unger; “you should bej

ashamed to speak the name that you so boldly
glory in”

# Ashamed of Jesus !I” burst from the.very
heart of Leah i

“« Ashamed of Jesuz! yos. T may
When I've no gt tv wash away ; .
Na tear to Wipe, na goud to erave,
No feats to uaeli, 1o svul tu save,

««Tili e, nor is my hoasting vain,.
Tl then 1Y past 1 Saviour slain;
And, v may this my gloy be,
Taat Christ 1 not azhieed of met®

Sl having thes repliad ia the Lenatiful
is ¢f & bymy taa cauctly deseribed ber
foents o, sue gk baek i b Chaiy, overcome
by contepding emotivas,

As she Iny thus, as it were, at their merey,
i most fearful auathewsas were lurled
uginst hor by the now furious rabhbi and his

mplowers; but suddenly Mrs. David vashed:

feom the fnmer room, and indiznavtiy deove
tuem v tue hotse, perfectly regardless of
tusir tarcats of expuisoon from the syungogue ;
fndloning callelto the. za dever.tonal them
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! outside the gate, she closed the hall door, ngz*
hastoned to her child in an agouy of love aug
apprehension, Leah was just raising hérhead
from the shoulder of Mrs. Hillis, and lookine
round, half in doubt, for her mother, when.
that tender mather drew near and pressed hep
to her breast, exclaiming, “ Believe what you

'like, my davling, as lomg as you love your

mother; never again- shall you be asked by*

mortal why you believe anything.”

Leah sighed 'as she kissed her mother-
fondly, yet she felt 'that the Spirit of God
could touch that heart, now-so bound upin
her, and £ill it with the glorious life-giving.
influence of the Saviour’s-tove.

No furtlrer molestation was offered by the
rabbi, and once more the families fell into the--
guict way of life thot had distinguished their -
{long iulercourse. Two yuars passed by, jo
which Leah apd Ada beeame still wore en-
deared to cach other. lidward wrote long
letters to both, and received -equally loug,
choerful letters in return. Mrys. David had:
for some {ime noticed that-Leah went in every
morning and evening to the house of their
frieads, and, ou.inquiry, found that it was for-
the purpose of attending family prayer.
Sometimes, 2specially on Sunday evenings,
she heard the sweet voices: thut sang the
hymus, appealing, as il were, to her iumost-
sou.; and one Sabbath cvening, as her own
Leah tyok her place-at-the piano, and struck
the opening chords of the Jabilute— Lok,
ye saints, the sightds glorious "~—bher mother
glided to her side, and, in the prayer that fol-
j lowed it, kuelt in.lowly humility beside her,
with bowed lieud, listening to the pelitions
that were urged -in-tlio name and for the sake
of Jesus.

Years have gone by, and still in the two-
hbuses known as Vernon Villas -reside Mis,
L1illis and Mrs. Daxid; but the houses can
s2arcely be called Zwo houses now, for there
ave upper and lowen-goors-of communicatioa
between them, and various sweet little vojces
call buta ladies “ grandinamma.”. Doth families
assemble morning and evening in tive drawing
roomn of Mrs. Hillis, when tixe manly voice of
Elward is heard reading the Word of Lif,
1 aad ascendiog in prayer and praise to the
i turoue of the Most- 7Tigh; and the sweet voices
{ of his wife, Liis children, and his two mothers
—as he calls them—blend with his owa and
the domestics’ stronger voices, as they: sing.
the cheering songs of Zion.

Ada, the fair English blossom,-is-Jabouring-
zealously in the East-with her husband, who.
is 2 missionary among the Jews; -and oftens
her heart fills with Jove as she pazes on {hat,
imeresting people, and thinks of7hersister—
ke belaved. Leal, the fxstfenit:thatGod hacd

. 3% -
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ivenchor of his own peculiar people.  Well
may tho divided family excluim, ** Lord, hasten
the day of thy comung ! “Muke beautiful
unon the mountains the feet of him that,
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth salva-
tiou, that saith uuto Zion, Thy God reigneth.”
+Broak forth into joy, sing together, ye waste
laces of Jerusalem, for the Lord hath com-
orted his people; he hath redeemed Jéru-
salem."—English Paper.

REACH OUT FOR HEAVEW.

Youlong for the bread of God to come down
ftom heaven, and give you life such as the
angels enjoy, do you? TYou long for -a
warmer, tendever, more unselfish, and sym-
pathetic heart, for more of true neigubourly
love, do you? You ycarn for it and pray
forit? Then go oub of Jourself,end try tor
live for others. 'Try to do somecthing to
dissipate the darkness, tolessen the burdens,.
toalleviatethe sorrows, to multiply the joys,
to smooth the rugged prthway of some neigh-
bor, Try to extract some rankling thorn,
or to pour a little oil and winc into some
broised and wounded: soul. Seck out some
friendless and needy- object,.on whonx to be-
stow your sympathy, your generosity, your
offices of kindness.. Abd you need not go far:
such objects exist in scores all around you—-
objects needing sy mpathy and comfort, if not
material aid, Do this, and see how your
cold and hard-heerted selfishuess will Legin. |
to diminish, and your ncighbourly love to
jacrease ! See liow the windows of heaven
will be opened within.you, and your before
waste and Larren soul begin to be flovded
with the gracious outpourings of love from
on high! Téis the outgoings of our own
thoughts and feeling;. with- intent. to bless,
that cause the plentiful incomings of the
divine love and 1ercy, agreeable to that-
divine declaration, “Give,. and it shall,
begiven unto you. —Religious Mugazine.

THE GREAT CLOUD OF
WITNESSES.

Bishop Sirxpson’ said recently, in an fma
nresafve discourse on the words, No mun
liveth unto himself: ¢ While Iivas iu Europe
Istood in agrand cathudral, adwmiring the
faintings and statunry, wheun a friend called
ay attention tu the dume overhead ; 1 looked.
upward to the ceiling farabove ns, but could’
see only a cloud-like hue. Sovon, howevery
the confusion vanished, and angelic faces
were looking down upon us from every part
of the magnificent dome. It wasa beautiful
thought of the artist. And so the great

tloud of witnesses gaze lovingly upon every |,

wotker for Clrist. Sometimes, 1 see ouly
dowly about me ; but they melt away, and |
arbicania dhe gadobs whe oy od gonc basuie,,
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with, looks of encouragement and affection,
filling the heavens around and above me.

The cloquent passage gave new interest to
an old truth. Is there & more glorious and!
animating glimpse of the cclestial host in
sympathy with the humblest heliever~-look~
ing through the smolke of battle upon the
dying Christian soldier—~than that alluded”
to.in-ithe ¢ great cloud of witnesses?” Once-
apprecinted, and habitually in thought, how.
it would lift the soul above trial and tempta-
tiony and invest- with honor-and dignity
the lowliest labor for Christ! Heaven and-
carth are very near cach other when we think .
of ¢the church universal.’

“ Ono army of tho llying God,
T'o his behest wo bow;
Part of the hosy have crossed the flood,
And part are crossing now.”
L J

Jesus Christ the Resurrection and the
Lifé,
Jesus lives, and T with Him,
Wherefore, then, should death
He who did my soul. redeem
I'rom the grave will also cail me,
And my body clothe with light;
"This my hope is day and night.

appal me ¥

Jesus lives to whom all power

Both in heaven and earth is given; :
Aud with whom for evermore

I shall live and veign in heaven.
What IIe saith Ie will fulfil;
"Tkis my:trust and hope is still.

Jesus lives—a fearful heart
God dishonoureth and grievetl,
Who doth grace to him impart
i'hat repenteth and believeth;
None in Cliriss will God cast out;*
"L'his I kuow beyond all doubt.

Jesus lives; Ile died for me,
Mine His full aud free salvation;.
ITis may I from henceforth be,
Pure in heart and conversation !~
- He will not:forsake the-weak,
Who Llis help in earnest seek.

Jesas lives I knowfull well,

Nauglt shall me from. Jesus sever; .
Life nor death, the powers of hell,

Nor aught else shall part us ever;
Goud aloxe gives strongth for this;
This my hope.and sure trust is,

Jesus lives—to me is death
DBut the entrance gate to heaven;.
Ob, what joy in his last breath
Lo the.faithful soul is given,
Who can then believing say,
“Jesus thoa art my sole.stay, .
—Drilish Hereld,

AL
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PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD.

Is it not a solemn thing to think of
death? Isit not a still moro soiemn thing
7o p1zf It is even a solemn thing to see
another die. You may have watched for
days and nights at the death-bed of one
you loved, and followed the maroh of the
tyrant as from hour to hour le tracked
his footsteps-on the furrowed brow, in the
throbbing pulse, in the emaciated counten-
avpce, and the glistening eye. You may
have witnessed the struggle between death
and his victim, heard the rattle that pro-
claimed his victory, and seen his triumph
in the fixed gaze and bloodless skin of the
one you loved. Did you not feel solem-
nized at the change that demh had wrought
—at the stilloess that reigned around?
Yea, it was solemn to be in the presence of
the dead—to witness the remains wrapped
in the folds of its winding-sheet—to see
them laid slowly and cautiously in their
coffin, and tc hear the grating of the serews
that shut the world out from them, and
them from the werld for ever. You felt
it solemn, as draped in the babiliments of
mourning, you joined the procession that
with slow and stately steps bore those re-
mains to theiv Jast resting-place; and as
you stood on the brink of the grave, and
heard the thrilling sound of dust returning
unto dust, you thought of the cold damp
chill of the house appointed for all liviog
—you thought of the worms that would
{eed on the dust that was dear unto you—
and you wondered whem the Spirit was,
aow that it had returned t the God that
gave it. O death, it is a solemn thing to
loox on the ravages that thou dest make.
But it is not invested with its full selemuity
till wo meditate on its influence en our-
selves, Reader, think! Soon sickness 2nd
death will lay their hands on you. Soen
you will be summioned away from sour
{presant enjoyments and your present em-
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| ployments. Soon those eyes of yours wij]

be olosed in darkness—those limbs will by
stiffened in death. Your body will belaig
in the cold, chill grave for worms to feed
upon,.and your soul that feels and thinks,
that hopes ard fears, will go alone, alone,
alone, to see sights, and hear sounds, ang
understand things, which as yet eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, nor yet hath en.
tered into the heart of mzn to conceive,
For «your body shall return unto dust,
and your spirit unto God that gave it.”

If this be s, bow important the injunc-
tion,

PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD,

To Mzer Gop. How solemn! God has
often met you. He has often met you in
His Providence. From the earliest years
until now he has watched over you, His
hand laid hold of you when exposed ta
danger—aDis help was ready in the hour of
extremity. He scattered away your fears,
and execeded your expectations, causing
you to see His goodness every morning,
and His faithfulness every evening. He
has often met you in His grace, sending
His servanis to teach and to warn you,
and His Spirit to strive with you. Butto
meet God is something different from God
meeting you. When God condescends to
meet you, it is for purposes of mercy—to
sked upon you the dew of His compassion,
or apply the rod of fatherly chastisement.
When, however, He demands of you to
meet Him, it is for purposes of judgment.
He commissions the angel of death to cat
you dows, and in due time shall cause the
trumpet of judgment to summon you be-
fore Him, to render an account of the
deeds done in the body.

THE GREAT ASSIZE.

Sixxzr, Coxcerwe—Ltime as no more
~—the wheels of this world's machinery
stopped—the tumult and toil of this world
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buried in nniversal stillness—the throne of
justicn established for judgment—the stern
Judge seated thereon, having the sceptre
of righteousness in His right hand, and
the balance of equity in His left. Around
His throne ministers of justice stand—
executors of His vengeance ready to do His
will, and an aseembled world looking on
and listening with breathless inlerest and
attention. Your Tury for jucgment has
come. Your name is pronounced, and the
universe is still.  The turnkeys bring you
forth for jodgment. Your position is
awful, The eyes of the Judge, like a flame
of fire, are piercing through you. The
eyes of thousands of angels and of just
men made perfect are upon you, The
books of judgment are opened, and your
tratsgressions are read over with a minute-
ness and a point that make you quail.
Your whole past life is brought to your
vivid recollection. ¥our childhood, your
youth, your riper years, pass before you as
apanorama. Sins of omission, and sins of
commission, sins in secret, and sins in open
day, are laid to your charge, and under
the accumulation of your transgressions,
you tremble awd cry out, GUILTY,
GUILTY.

THE SENTENCE.

Loor, Sixxzr! The Judge rises—
majesty is in His mien—sorrow rather than
anger expressed in His countenance. With
solemnity He says: Hear, O Heavens!
and give ear, O Earth! What could I
have done for this transgressor that has
ot beea done? T cast his lot in a Jand
where My name was known aud My wor-
ship established. I caused bis parents to
instruct him in the knowledge of my ways.
Icaused My frithful servants to spesk to
him about his souls salvation, and to-warn
him publicly aud privately of the wrath to
oome. I sent My Spirit to-strive-with Lim,
el he resisted My Spisit, he disobeyed My
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instructions, Though he was convinced
that it was wrong to delay, dangercus to
put off and his duty to prepare to meet
his God, yet he ran the risk of a more
favourable opportunity, ke put it off for a
more convenient season, and is now subject
to a sentence of condemnation.

Loox, Sivxer! Sad solemnity pervades
the universe. The heavens are clad in
mourning, the earth in sable, while the
Judge, putting on the black cap, pro-
nounces your doom: Derarr from ME,
ye cursed into everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels; The univers®
re-echoes the sentence. The executors of
vengeance seize hold of you, and you are
borne away where all happiness is ended
and all hope lost.

Sinner, thank God that this is but a
representation, and that you are still in the
land of the living and the place of hope.
It might have been otherwise. < Hell is
already paved with good resolutions.”
Many who were oncein the world, and who
who made op their mind toprepare to meet
their God some time before they died, de-
layed and lost their sonl. Theirs is the
poou of the pauxep, and il might have
been so with you. For remember the
striking providences in the past, the sudden
death of your compauion, and the hair-
breadth escape of yourself. Remember the
stirriog sermons you heard that led you to
resolve that you would make your peace
with God. But your resolutions vanished;
your good impressions like the morning
cloud and early dew passed away, and
thougk weeks and months and years have
rofled over your head, you are still urnpre-
prepared to meet your God.

UNFORGIVEN SINNER.

Seeing it is the case that you must meet
your God, be persuaded to- prepare with-
out delay. Is that not ressonable? Were

wou to-apperrbeforen uman judme in coe
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of our courts of law, you would prepm'e} Lim, and lc our God for he will aZundamw
Your ease, and be ready to appear to the pmdon. Isa 106 Al men have powe
best advantage. That could not be done, o do evil or refiain fiom doing it, albei;
‘however, in a Troment. Were you sum- | iue) cannot do goud.  And you aswellas
moned to appear before an-earthly mon- l ofliers can h.au, off practising your wicked-
-arch, you would chanze )‘Ol‘h attire and | ness. And if yowweuald “ced\ the Lo:d™
“prepare yourself to appear in a becoming . to'be reconuleu anto him, you wmust leave
costume—in such costume as would bc-’o‘f’ your sin. If you are a drunkard you
»come a kinglycourt. That costume ceuld l]]llat leave off your diunhenness, or a sen-
not bz protured, however, in a moment. ‘ snalist, your sensuality, or a sweater, your
-Now, you must appear before God as alswearing, or a scofier, your scoffing. ¥
Judge and as a King, and you cannot. , you are not one of tha wickel, but om
leave the preparations to the Jast moment. | of the unrizhtecus, in whose Leart vam
Some seem to think that-the time they  thoughts lodg., you wmunst forsake your
will have on their death-bed is ewcugh for , thoughts and turn unto the Lord and the
preparation, and they act as if thev were | Loul will turn nnto you. You remember
sure that they would have a death-bed. | the prodigal <on, wlo is but a rerresents:
We a few days ago read of a man v'ho.tlon of a sinner at enmity with bis God,
said that all the preparation for death he after he bad revelled in the pleasures, and
avanted was to be able to say, “Lord have | "had susk inio the mire of sin, s says, «1
amercy on mo a sinner.” But one day rid- ; i will-arise 2nd go to my father”
ing home drunk, his horse in the dark fell | “Tn arising he forsook his sin 2nd turndd
over a bridge, and it and its rider were i unto the Loxd wko bad compa~sion upoe
‘killed. He had not even the short time ‘him.
2o wished for preparation, and he was 2! You must not only renounce your sin,
fool to put it off, Ah, preparation should ' bt you must also
aot be put off. It is too momentous a AN G <o Tr -
+bing to be thrust in a corner, for it is the GOXFESS 10TR SI’.Z..
-most momentous work we have to do in,  The mere renunciation of a wicked way
<cur lifetime. Sinner, your reason requires! or sinful thought, theugh necessary for
you, your interest requires you, your com- | foraivencss, is not ia itself sufficient. It
{ort requires vou, but most of all your God | ;myust Le linked with confession. « He that
requires you tc prepare to meet your God. ' covereth bis sius shall ot prosper: lut

Norw, we presume that some sinner read- | whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall
ing this, feels that he'is unprepared to meet | have merey,” Prov. xxviii. 15 Confession
kis Gol, and is anxious to « escape for histis just as necescary as forsaking, and the
fife” He asks, how shall I prepare to '|’~conl1~,<sinn implies that you are hemtily
meet my God? low-em I who am a¢sorry on account of your sins, and that you
great sinner, ever ke able to stand up be- mike a &lean Lreast by telling God about
twre the living God 2 “{hen.

RENOUNCE YOUR SINS. ! ;\’:ow, if your ca.)nfe:\ﬁo.n is of this. com-
. y plexion und associated with renunciation,

Hear what saith the seripture, # Let #he | you have a glorious promise to appropriaie
wricked forsake his way and the unrighte- 1 to yourself. ©Ii we confess our sing He
aus :an kis thaughts, and lel kim n'lurnl (God) is faithful and just te forgive us our
wats the Lovd and ke wil? have mercy upon ' sins, and to cleanse us from all unvighte-
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euanats,” ' 1'Johe 1.'9.  He' is' nithful to
-forgive you, because he *has promised to
doso. He is always as good as Iis word,
and often & great deal better. He is 3nst
to forgive you because Clirist has once
~suffered for all his people, and when you
confess your sing, you in tlre act of confes-
sion transfer your sias upon Him. -Your
sins are imputed unto Him, and He bas by
Mis atonement satisfied divine justice, God
is simply just in forgiving you your sins,
and sfterwards in cleansing you from all
your untighteousness—

«There is 2 fountainfilled with 'bindd,
Drawa from Immanuel’s veins ;
And sinners pluriged beneath tiai fiood,
Losz all theie grilty stains”
Sixxer,seck the Lord this hour. © Seck

“him while' he may be found.” Retire to
your closet, and *call upon Him.” Tell
Eim that you have been a great sinuer,
und that you are nothing bui a sinmer.
Ask Him to accept of you for the sake of
what Christ hath done and suffered, and
plead with Him till He imparts to you the
blessed assuranes that your sins are for-
given, anc. your iniquities blctted out—
£ you.are able to say,

+ #I'm & peor sianer and nothing cball,
But Jesus Christ is my all in 21l

-PARADISE.

Tet once more let the words-of -our Lord
e repeated, « To-day shalt thou be with
mein paradise” But where this Paa-
~lisej what this Paradise? We can sar,
nanswer to those questions, that with
this heavenly Pawrdise into which the re-
d2emed at death do enter, the ancient, the
carthly Paradisesis not'it to be compared.
In the one, the direet intercourse with
God was but occasional; in the ather it
-shail be constant.  Tn the one, the Bueity
was kuown only as he revealed himself in
‘the works of creation and in the ways of
his providencesyin the other, it will be as
the God of our redemption, the God and
JFather of our Lord and Saviour Jews,

1bat he will be.recopnized, adorzd, obere 1
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—ull the higher-mroral attributes of his
nature shining forth in harmonious ant
illustrious-display. Into the earthly Para-
dise the tetupterentered ; from the heavenly
he will be shut out. From the earthly
Paradise sad exiles once were driven, front
the heavenlywe shiall o o more cut for
ever. Still, however, after allsuch imperfect
and unsatisfying comparisons, the questions
return upon us, Where, and What is the
Paradise of the redeemed? Our simplest
and our best answers to those questions
perhaps are these—wherve is Paradise 2—
wherever Jesus is. *What-is paradise? to
be for ever with, and to be fully like our
Lord. We know—iur God has told us
s0, of that Pavadise of the redeemed—
that it is aland of perfect light s the day has
dawned there; the shadows have forever
fled away. It is a Jand of perfect blessed-
ness; no tears full there; no sighs rise there;
up to the measwe of its capatity each
spirit is filied with a pure, never-ending
joy. Itis alaud of perfect holiness; no-
thing that defileth shall enter there, neither
whatsoever Joveth or nmiaketh a lie.  But
what gives to that land its light, its - joy,
its holiness in the sight ef the redeemed?
itis the presence of Jesus. If there be
1o night there, it is because the Lamb is
the light of that place; if there be notears
there, it is because from every eye his
hand has wiped off every tear. The hoii-
ness thatreigneth there s a holiness caughi
from the secing Him as He is.  And trace
the tide of joyv that cireulates throngh the
hosts of the blessed to its fountain lead,
you will find it within that throne on
which the Lamb that once was slain is
sitting.  To be with Je:us, to be like Jesus,
to love and serve kim purely, deeply, un-
failingly, unfalteringly,—that is the Chiis-
tian’s heaven.

1 iove, says one, to think of heaven;
and as I repeat the words, they will find
an eche in each Chyistiua hearts
1 love to think of heaveni; the cloudless light,

Its tearless Jovs, its recognitions, and its followshirs
Oflove and joy unending but when niz mind natich
pates
The sight of Gud insarnate, weating on bishands
And feet and sides masks of wonnds
Which he fur me on Calvasw enduredy
All heaven bzside isswallawed 1 in thisy
And he wha was my kope ef heaven Tebnr
Beewes the ghors of mgp acdven tbr ve”
~= Nr. Fome.
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A GOSPEL WITHIN THE
GOBPEL.

A% EXPOSITION OF LUKE Xv. 11-32.
( Continued from page 230.)
PART IIIL—GOD'S GRACE YO THE
RETURNING SINNER.
¢ And he arose and came to his father.”
There can be only one sequel, only one
invariable issue, when a sinner returus to
God with his whole heart, He shall be
received graciously, and forgiven freely;
without one word of reproach or upbraid-
ing on the part of God, for all' his past sin
and transgression. It has never yet been
known that any sinmer, so coming, failsd
to receivo such a welcome back., See
here,
THE SINNSR'S RETURN TO 608

There was once a King'in Israel- the
gon of a godly father, whose sins were the
means of hastening the ruin of his countsy.
He seemed: to-delight in-undoing allithe
good wrought by hisfather Hezekish. He
set up false gods'in Jerusalem, he seduced
bis people to become partakers in his sins,
he filled Jerusalem with: innocent blood;
directing his wrath especially against those
who were still faithful to God.  The divine.
record respeotifie. him i§ summed up in
these terrible words, «He did much
wickedness in the sight of Jehovah to
provoke Him toanger.” hen God sent
His servants the prophets to warn and
plead, he would not hearken. At last the
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dungeon at Babylon, and when he ra
membered that God whom he had so long
forsaken and forgottem, he said, I will
arise and return; “and he prayed unte
Him:and God was entreated of him, and
heard his supplication, and brought bim
again to Jerusalem into hiskingdom. Then
Monassel mxew that the Lord He was
God” A love and compassion altogether
divine await the returming sirver, He
indeed, in his heart-apostacy and alienation
from Geod, knows i#ned. Drstitate him-
self of a son’s love and trust, He ecannot
conceive of the father’s Jove and grace. @
sinner, only when you retorn to God with
your whole heart, shall yom Exow mnx
only then shall yon kmow that “Hi
thoughts are mot your thoughts, neither
are"His ways your ways.” ,
«_&nd he avose and came to his futher”
He came imrags and misery, driven back
to his fathiér’s house by utter want. He
felt that his unworthiness was as greaf 8
his wretchedness, yet*hs' ecame,  His hearf
misgave him soméwhat. Pérhaps he began
to think sack a retusn honte a bass thing
on his part; to return, affer having seent
all==time, talenis,- moviey, stiength: to:
return'a ruined man, without the cvedit of’
any high or worthy motive; but merely:
driven back by'want end misery. How
mean; what an overwhelming senseof un-
worthiness oppressed him, as he came:
His heats misgave him; and more and’
more as ks drew nearer home; and his

Assyrian,therod of God’s merciful judgment:! Steps begau o linger.. ¢ But, whenhe'was

¢ caught him among thetherns, and bound
him in fetters, and carried him-ta-Babylon:
Apd whenhe was in affliction, lie besought
the Lovrd his God, and humbled’ himself
g}eatly befora the God of his fatliers, and:
praved unto Him,” Maxassen kad con-
tinucd long in his apostacy; he bad grawn:
old in sin; Le had wrought evil whick he
could never hope to undo or repair, But
yet, when he *came to himself™ in the

yet agreat wey off, his father saw him,.
and had compassion, and ran, and feil on’
his neck, and kisssd kim.”  Fhistis

GOD'S' RECEPTION OF THE SINNER

The father doss noy; draw back from the'
wretehed object Before him. He does not
wait for asingle' word ef confessiont or sup~
plieation. Even onthe public wav, he is

not restrained from embracing hiw, for be
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gees in that tattered and naked beggar along
lost son. .

" «When he was yet 5 great way off the
father saw him.”” This reaches very far
back, considered in its true meaning as it
respects God and  the sinner; though, in
the figure of the parable, this cannot be so
fully brought out. It seemsto express the
whole method of God’s grace in dealing
with sinners, aud to indicate its foundation
in His omniscieuce, and foreknowledge—
It is written, *wo lknow that all things
work together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called according
to His purpose. For whom He did fore-
Eknow, He also did predestinate to be con-
formed to the image of Iis son, that He
might be the first-born “among ‘many
brethren.” When he is yot “a great way
offin all his wanderings, however far
from Him, God sees the singer. His
mercy follows in all those crooked ways
into which he has gone aside. Sometimes
his way is hedged up with thorns, some-
times it leads him only to sorrow or disap-
pointment. The sinuer, in his apostacy,
cannot discern his Father’s hand in these
tlings, but yet they show the hand and
the ey8 of God upon him in mercy. And
¢hys, in the first movement of true repen-
feee, God meets the sinmer: by God's
greee it hag been brought about.

{Fhile yet 2 « great way of” God sees
the sipner. It is only, however, when we
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Bave returaed to Him, that we are able !
in any measuye, 16 realize and acknowledge !
this trutlk, When we have found our!
resting-place undes the shadow of His wing,
and look back from that hilsssed dwelling
on all the way we lave come, then we can
discern, in all our past way, tvaces of the
guiding hand of our heavenly Fathex. But
the whiols method of His grace with us we
shall not know fielly, until we stand before
His face in our home above. Z%en shall
wo know even /e we are bnown,
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But this also indicates the MtHod' of
God’s denling with every sinftl #ixn yof
numbered among the living. He looks
down from heaven upon all the children of
men. His compassionate eye follows them
in all their wanderings in ways which do
not profit.  His mercy delays the judgment
which might justly overwhelm, God does
not contend with them, nor is He stirred
up toanger. With goedness, and forbear-
apee, and long-suffering, He seeks to Jead
themtorepentance, He looks upon them
with fatherly pity amid the want and de-
gradation of the Jand of famine, and “if
any say, I have sinned, and perverted that
which was right, andit profited me not;
He shall deliver his soul from going inte
the pit, and his life shall see the light.”

O reader, yet far from God, His eye is
upon you. He Lknows already all your
sin; He sees your want and misery. He
is looking on, with a Father’s eye, watching
to see if your heart shall incline to Him.
And though, perhaps, to you in your sin,
God may seem to be a great way off, and
though there may seem tobe a long course
of service and duty to run, before yow can
reach Him, and find grce,—yet, even 2
your distance from God, if your heart in-
elines to Him, ite contiite: cry shall reach
the heart of the all-merciful Fatlior, and.
bring Him to your side: During all bis
self-communing,. the father saw him; wher
be arose; and was coming back, he saw
bim; and when he was yet “a great way
off; he ran, and fell on Iis neek, and Kissed
him.” Thereis a picture of God's graee inv
the reception of a returning sinner, what-
aver may have heen his former sin and
unworthiness, We now 5¢0 the sinner re~
esiving

TEE GIFT8 OF GOD'S GRACE.

Walsamned thus, with a grace and love
which far transcended all bis thoughts,
the son now makes bhis freo confession of
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%in and unworthiness.  “And the ‘son
#nid unto him, I'ather, I have sinndd
against henven, and in thy sight, and am
no more worthytobe called thy son.” This
confession is mnot drawn from bim unwil-
lingly, and as a means to prepitiate his
futher. e has Leen recoived graciously.
as ason, already, before he witered aword,
Buat all the icore, because of this, be makes
his confession, anil with a depth of earnest-
ness, humility, and contrition, never felt
4jll now. Fer God Lrings down the pride
of a sinner's-heart Ly- making him know
His mercy and grace. Hear His own
word: “I wiil establslh my covenant
with thee, and theu shalt Luow that I am
the Lord; that thowsnayest remember, and
Le confounded, and never open thy
-mouth any more because of thy. shame,
when I arz pacfied toward thee for all
-that thou bast done, saith the Lord
~God.” - Mency and grace are God's very
first gifls to the returning sinner—most
- frudtpul gifts; for, a deeper sense of our
own unworthiness, and a more .perfect
kuowledge of the vileness of sin, are at once
produced by the reception and enjoyment
~of them.

Moreover, they furm the true - main-
spring to a lLoly kfe of new obedience.
Ths son here dves not follow up his con-
fussion of sin with the wnworthy request
-he bad parposed makine: he omiis the
petition, “make mo as one of thy hired
servants.”  Tho faherly enbrace which
-had met bimy when yet a < great way off,” |
and the fubely tenderness displaved i
4his weception (im far, had, :"sp it: ::e::
given him o insight to his father’s heart;
anl the love ho saw tharg Legan to call up
2 his own haart the love of 2 son. The
bond of filial love, severod so long, was
formed againj tha heart-apostaey, which
had laip at the root of all his past sin, and

the secret feeling of dizlike which had
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his heart once more was moved with the
love and duty of & son. He could not
now, therefore, propose to enter his father's
house as a hired servant. Stronger and
worthier motives had just been created
within him for a’life of holy obedience.
The spirit of the hireling, who labowrs only
for bis hire, bad Leen cast out, and noy,
as @ so¥, Le was veady to give a willing
and loving service.

Aund so, reader, must it be with you,
before you ean hope to render any trve or
acoeptable serviee to God. Such serviee
cannot spring from a desire to Le saved,
God cannot aceept of any service performed
merely from dread of punishment, or in
hepe of aveward.  There must be no hire-
lings in Ifis house. It is only the logal
and loving oledience of ckéddren, of sons
and daughtcrs, which IIe can receive.
You must, therefore, Znow Him~you
must know His futf:erly mercy and love—
and that blessed knowledge must beget in
your heart the spirit of adoption, whereby,
with open face, you lvok up to Ged; say-
ing, Abba, Father, dcfore you can render
such a service,  God's first demand of the
sinner-is, “return ye now unto Me” In
returning, the divine compastion and lova
meet him while vet a great way off. Merey
aud grace are the very fiist gifts of God to
a repenting sinnery and, reader, # # affer
this, after you have got merey and grace,
not defore, that you shall be able, with
full purpose of heart, to endeavour aftera
new and holy obedience. ke true spring
of @ godly life {s love. And only nwhen
iove to God hps been Legotten in your
beart, Ly tha faith and knowledge of
God’s love to you, shall you be able o live
for Him, to do upto Gpd .any tuo or
aceeptable service,

The.other gifts—the robde, the #ing, the

shoes—which are besiowed on him, have

their own special significance. ‘Thus, the

Jeivep him from home, weye now dcstroye_d\; i.rabe of hopour which displace his beggar‘,a
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“rags, seems o symbolize the primary [-says, « Bring forth the-best robe, and put
_justification of the sinner—the robo of | it on him, and put a ring on his bard, and
rightcousness wherewith -God invests Ilis;shoes on his feet; and bring hither the
clnldlen. “I will greatly rejoice in ~the Ifaxtteduca]f, aad kill it; and let us eat and
Lord, my soul shall bg joyful in my Ged;}be marry” 1In the joy of his bemt, be-
for He bath clothed me with the garments | pause of 1hevrocoveyy of Lis loug lest son,
of salvation, He hath covered me with the | the father prepares a feast, and ealls upon
robe of righteousness; as a buidegroem |-the-whole household o rejoive with Lim at
decketh bimself with-ornaments, and-as a | the event, « For,’ he adds, in pregnant
bride adorneth herself -with-jewels,” .In | words, “this my son-was dead,-and is alive
such like words of adoriug gratitude does | again; he was lost,-and is found.”  «This
the justified sinner utler the fulness-of- his |y son,” he says at the outset, which, as
heart, when first clothed in that. glorious] thus spoken by the mastor, would secure
dress.  The ring—which in ancieut times: the prodigal from any future seorn {rom
was used as a token of investiture with-any { the household. This poor apostate, reduced
digh or honourable office—seems to indi-{to the mest sordid depths of misety and
cate the full acknowledgement of the poo;} want, and who had just emerged from a
sinner as-a son, and 1he gift-of the spirit| state of vile-degradation and- bomh«re this
of adoption. The shoes—which, as a rule, i poor begear, who kad come in rags and
were not- allewed to the slaves of a.house-| wretehedness to the «<loor, was none other
Dold—point most significantly to the-fres- | than a son to his father's.eye.  “Tais my
dom and power of the new life of grace-— : son was dead,” is God’s word concenuna
that « glorious Tiberty ” which be]onqq to!the sinner. Dead, while lying in the de-
the children of God, that power to « run ! gradation of the land of f'umne, deal to
in the way of His commandments,” which ! me, while in that far country ; dewd, in the
is a result of God’s grace. «“The converted | most-awful truth of that word, while liv-
son receives.all thcse gifts of.grace at once, | ing dn taat course of ungodly pursuits and
under the coudmon—-une\pnessed indeed, !pleasures to which he had .given Limself
in the first superabounding -assurance— i up.  « He-was los?.”  Liost to everything
that he will-now, from -henceforth, sustain | worthy and noble, to all that was pwie and
these honours.aright, and fully. meet. their ~ holy, whie he wasted his substance in thit
obligatiors.” t far country ; lost, by his apostacy, to ail bis
After the first scene between the: father s great prerogatives«as a son. The gold had
and son, and that Joving embrace, which clmnged, the fine gold bad Yecome dim,
was the seal of-a free and gracious forgive- . But now he was recovered aml saved,
ness to the returning sinner, the narrative t«This my son was dead, and is alive ayain,
in the parable. takes us to the father's}be was lost, and s found. .lnd they Legan
house, and gives-us a picture of the rejoic- | f0 be merry.” That son himself, with a
ingsover the prodigal’s return. This ehows ; heart full of the highest juy, springing ont
+forth -of the deepest abasement, now sits in the

e 30  place of honour as king of the feast in bis
- .
OF GCD OVER THE n}:r}:wn\c father's- presence,
SINXER,

I «There:is joy in heaven aver one sianer
" Inanswer to that five, yet deeply bumble } that repenteth.” -Theradisioy in the heart
and coutrite confession of sin, made by the { of the lv.‘rlu.r. Mhere is by in the heart

on, the-father, calling on-tho-servants, 50!' the Savigwr,  Iu that saved send, Hag

-~
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gées the frult of His owtl sore travail; of
His pains, and toils, and death,—and is
satisfied. There is joy it the presence of
the angels of God!

which makes the note of jubilee résound’
through all the couits above.

Th spiritunl things, siv datkens our viston

4hid we discern, but very imperfectly, the
true magnitides of things, Some paltry
object, near at haud, often Hides frontview
the great features of the landstape. Pings
local, or matters direct]y personal, ofien
assert for themselves an interest and im-
portance greater than those decisive events
which determine the destiny of nations,
and atfect the whole human race, How
insignificant, in reality, are all those con-
cerns which begin and end in time, com-
pared with those which bave their issues
in eternity; and yet, “things seen and
temporal,” compassing us about, may
materially intercept the view, or even hide
from us altugether, those far greater, though
“unseen and cternal things.” We must
enlarge our view, and take im the very
widest scope, if we would judge rightly of
things. And is it not just because there
is a wider range of vision, and a truer
appreciation of the resl mportance of
things, in the courts above, that there is
Joy thers because of the conversion of a
sinner to Gud ? an event which some men,
in senseless iguorance, make a swbject of
mockery, and which, by all of us, is too
little vegarded.

The shifting scenes of politics; the con-
Zict of parties in a state, their brief ascend-
ency and dowpfall; the shock of armies,
degisive victory and defeas; and the over-
throw of thrones and dynastics; these aie
the greay things of earth, Sometimes the
pame of statesman or warrfor Hoats on the
suxrface of the troubled waters, and is talten
ap and wafied on the breath of fame to
the eary of ol men,  Gyaven on brass and

: And, let us rest
dssured, that it' i8 no inadequate caude|

THE GOOD NEWS)

marble; that riame i8 ttahsmitted 'to coming:
genevatidns surrounded with the halo of
eatthl} glbry. But we'cannot imagine the
holy angels watching'in desp interest thes
changing scenés, snd'basting back tb their
home above to proclaim each turn of fur-
thne, or to catfy each famous nsme in
trfumph through ail the regions of heaven,
With their highei intelligence, and wider
range of visibn, they have a better kuow.
ledge of the tritt magnitudes of things,
They know that that' name, now on every
tohgue, shall soon be forgotten; that thess
monuments of eriduring brass and marbls
shall crumble into dust; nay, they kuow
that the very earth itself, the scene of all
that glory, shall be dissolved and utterly
pass away. The great things of this world
must appear to them vain and évanescent,
like the world itself, But yet, “there is
joy in heaven over one sinner that re.
penteth,” With untiring interest the hosts
of heaven watch the conflict betsveen gosd
and evil, between God.above and the god
of this world, in. your soul, reader. We
can imagine their palpitating eagerness ag
they look. on the various turns of that
strife. They see the mighty interests im
suspense. 'They see the everlasting issues-
of the conflict. Aud when the victory is:
won, in that saved soul they see a trophy
wrested from the hand of the great adver-
sary of God and man, & trophy of victory,
which shall remain 2 menument of God'’s
mercy and grace for ever. Aud them,
there is joy in.heavem

The events of asy strife—whether the
cunflict of parties in-the political arens, or
the shock of armies on ths fieitl of battle:
—~Lave a fascinating interest for the hearls
of men, When our own countrymen are
in the field, and our own interests at stake,
what anxious expectation waits on tidings.
As the hostile armies approach, with what
absorbing eagerness we watch each move-
ment, When the day of hattle comes,
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with what feelings@re flearn the details .of
the strife! how we:dlavell upon the smllest
incidents, everything connected with such
a scene being <invested with the deepest
interest, We-see them entering the.dust
and smoke of -battle.  'We hear from .afar
athe thunder of the captains and .the
.shouting.” As the embattled ranks.ad-
vance and close in the deadly shock,.cur
feelings ave like the warrior's own; an.in-
.tonse emotion stills the very.bicath, and
the throbbing pulse beats respnasive-with
his. The stern excitement of -the strife
.masters every feeling, and .stveeps away
every other cousideration, untilwe.can join
iin “the earthquake shont .of .victory.”
We agk not if this feelingibe xighteous . or
Christian. Right or wrong, sach is the
feeling of alnost ail men: a feefing needing

.o art of poet or orator 1o call forth: for |
ifar, we have a picture of GQud's grace to the

the highest effort of -the poet often fails to

evoke the intense enthusiasm produced by |

the dry details of a.gispatch from the field:
" of battle. The intemest is in the facts them-
selves, v
But while, regarding such s strifs, fow
if any have net experienced such adeeling,
how very few are alive to the.interest of a
more impowtant and eventful war—that
moral and spiritual confligt .waged in us
and avound us. Reader, -yow are not a
mere spectator of that warfare; you are in
the heart of the battle; and consider the
unspeakable issues which hang on the
strite. Our nature is now more intimately
connected with ghe Godhead than any
other. In Chyist, it is seated on the
throne of the heavens: and where He is
there shall al) @is people be. The way is
open, for wmeg, to a higher exaltatiop than
the highest of the angels; hut, failing that,
the lowest hell. In a few years, at nost,
you shall acenpy that plage to which. angels |
may look up Wwith admiration; or elge that
place on which devils, may look dawn with
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guilly. O consider these unspeakable
issues—higher than angels, lower than
devils; a brighter glory, or & deeper dam-
nation, to all eternity. Who can uiter the
_]oy of victory in this wam‘are who can
imagine the woe of defeat! O reader, call
forth your every energy to the confliot 3
rise to the greatuness of Lhe occasion; above
all, cast yaurseif on Iim who is the Al
mighty. He is on the side of your best
intevests. And if you do indeed arise,and
return to Him with all your heart, then
the victory is sure. And amid the joy of
heaven over the blessed result, none shall
;have cause of gladuess so deep and full ag

¥ 00, yourself—theonce lost, but now saved
(one.

“God was in Christ Jesus, reconciling

:the world unto Himself, net imputing their

trespasses unto them.” In this history,se
sinner. We ses His love and compassion,
Jis long-suffering and forbearance with us
in all our sin, His tender merey to those
who return to Iim, and more marvellous
still, His joy—the joy of God, over thg
saved sinner—like the joy of a father over
a once lost, but now recovered sop. But,
reader, you over whom there has been, as
yot, no joy in kequen, shell all these words
of grace, and thas yevelation of divine love
and compassion, be aliogether in vain to
Fow2 Shall you not be persuaded to arise
and to xeturn to God your Father? Shall
the thopght of your eternal interests, in
such awful snspense now, not bring you to
the point.of .a vight and speedy decision?
O reader, dp Rot make common canse with
the great adversary, whose epd is 1o Qs
honopr God, and to destroy you: and o
not turn your back coldly,on a beseechj
God. Far too lopg already has He 7 Qesn
stretching out His hand to you, while you
ave ald Do regard. O turn at dast,
Even{p dgy, vqhxle it is called o- dgy, wif
ye will hear His voice,. harden Rat ¢ our

the conviction that thay ;have been Jess

heazt.?
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FLATTERY.

Flattery leads one to suppose that we
cherish in regard to him a Letter opinion
than we do in point of fact.. It eonsists
in praismg him to kis face beyond .our es-
timate of s merits, It puts soft words.|
1 bis ear.  Its motiveds geuerally sinister
and selfish. It is a wiifil deceptiom—
The book of God refers to it as a vice.—
«A man that flattereth his neighbour
spreadeth a net for his feet.” « A flatter-
ing moath worketh ruin.”  “Therefore
medile not with Lim who flattercth with
his lips.”

Asa general fact, we believe that a mind
weak enough to desire flattery, will be
found both weak and bad enough to be
injated by it. 'frue, there are circum-
stances io which it is Lighly proper to ex-
press to our neighbour our favourable
opiuion. Sometimes ke needs it for the
support and encoutagement of his heart,
1t may also be the artless tribute of genu-
ine affection. But there are no cases in
which we are justified in the sin of flattery.
1t isalways a contemptible falsehood, justly
odious in the eves of all sensible people. 1t
isno mark of sense, and no proof of fiiend-
ship,  ‘Those who practise it, ara quite
likely to backbice on one side and flatter
on the other, It is, moreover, an exceed-
ingly nauseous vice, requiring on the part
of the flattered very strong nerves, or a
great amount of folly, to rehsh it.

" Even the civilities of courtesy may bLe
carried so far asto wmake them really offen-
siwve—a species of acted fiattery.  This i3
Lot common; yet it is the fault of sume
pursons.  They ave in pefect rapivres
when they see you, and jodging from ex-
torusl manifestations, in yerfect agony when
you leave them.  On the outside they
L.ve more hindness than one knows what
to-do with, Supposing this uecessary to
potiteness, they wotully overact the matter;
they act out ten times as wuch fecling as
chey really possess.  Judge not of their
real views or felings towards you by this
xeessive parade; for bear-iy mind that no
swall part of it is nothing but parade. It
is Lollow. Rap wvnit for any practical
parpose, and it will be found to be sc i
1s Gher o eduented misfortune, or a
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weivzafoolay et era genuine politeness. |
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If one does not wish t0 see anotlier, he will
do the latter a favour notto  die of a rosg~
in aromatic pain;” and he if does wish tc ses.
him, then nature’s simple and unsoplisti-

cated expression of the fact will be abup-

diptly suffidient.  Ahy thing that goes

Leyond this is useldss, and generally decep-

tive— Bangelist.

TAKE HEED,

« Take heed how ye:-hear P’ eried the one -
infallible Teacher and Saviour of the race, .
Aund we suppose that warning to say virtu- .
ally to all who pursue after knowledge,
«Take heed how ye read in the varied, and
often frivolous, and often bueful productions.
of the human intellects ™Pake heed how, .
and in what mood—yprayerless or prayerful,
heedless or obedient——ya perase even my
own pure utterances, Take heed low ye
see; and muke a covenant with your eyes
that they turn -away from bebolding and
desiving the vamity which cannot fail to.
meet your vision. Take-heed how ye think; .
for out cfithe secret chambers of meditation, .
the covert labyrinth of thought, comes furth
atlast the overt act, and there stalks out
to the noonday light the unveiled character.
Knowledgs should minister to temperancs.
Let not your knowledge minister only to-
licence, and folly, aud ervor, and sin, and.
death.”—2D, W, B Williams.

o

DYING TO SELEF.

The pious Mr. Berridge says, in a letter
t> Mrs. Wilberforee, when she-was in dying
circumstauces, ¢ Live as near to Jesus as
you possibly can, but die, die to self, Tis
a dally work;. tis a hard work. I find
myself to be like an insuriountable moun-
tain, or a-perpeudicular rock, that mustle
overcome! Thave not got-over it, nor balf
way over! ‘This, this is my.greatest (rall
Salf is Lke a mountaia ! . Josus is.a sun that
shines on the otherside of the moantaiu;.
aud now- and then a sunbeamrshines over
the tops we get a glimpse,.2-sort of twi-
light apprehension of the brightness of the -
st ;.but self miust be much more subdued -
iname before I can bask in the sunbeamsof«
the over-blessed Jesus, or say, in.everys
thipey ¢ Thy will .bedoxel ™
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THE CEDAR CHRISTIAN. professor, could *we honestly say, «“He -
S grows like a cedar iu Lebanon.” :
Stolling one bright summer morning|  II. But the cedar not only grows; it
over the velvet carpet of * Chatsworth | hasa peculiar style of growth which God's
Park;” we came suddenly upon a CEDARY people may well imitate. It grows through™
of Lepaxox! It was (.he. first and only | all weathers. It is a Lardy tree, or elso
one we ever saw; our first impulse was to | it could not live & month iu the - Arctic:
nocover-onr head, sud make obeisanes o | climate of Lebauon's sky-piercing summits.
this monarch in- exile, this lone represent- | Delicato plants might thrive on the warm-
ative of-the most regal family of treesupon ) lap of southern cxposures, but not up
the globe. Every bough was laden with | among the rifts of whirling - snows, or
glorious association to us. Broad, gnarled, | where the steel-liko air gleams under the-
severe, rough old tree as it was, yet it silent moon. Sudden hurricanes-may twist
blossomed with poetry, and hung golden | off the goreeous magnolias of the vale, or
with heavenly teachings. As we gazed | crack-the Drittle bay-tree, but let the galee
through our tears at the exiled suvereign, | rage ever so fiercely on Lebanon's bluster-
the voice of the Psulmist was in our ears— ing lheiglts, lst the snow sqnadrons join«
wThe righteous shall grow liké a cederin | batle in the hurtled air, the cedar tosses «
Lebanon.” the ‘terupest from its elastic boughs, and
With that hardy veteran of Chatsworth | siqnds like the cverlasting mountain under
in our mind’s eve, let us say a word about |it. In God’s Church there are to be found®
the Slf)"{e of eedur Christians that we need just such lignumvitie characters—storm-
i owr day. Of pliant, willowy Chureh | jro0f, gold vroof; temptation-proof. What
members=—vf Lrash and brittle basswood | 4 plantation of such cedars were the early
professors—of pretentious, fushiou-follow- fapostles!:  What a coronst of stalwart:
ing, bay-trea Chwistiany, we bave quite 100 | stoim-lcfiers graced the summit of God's
many, Give us wore cedars fur the pulpit, | Zion in  Reformatiow days! Zwingle of
for the elders’ and deacons’ saut, and for | Switzerland — John Knox, who aueve[\
the pews. oo feared the face of man—bunly Latimer,
1. And the first quality of the cedar is|{ who marched singing to Smithfield’s -
that it grows. It is a living tree. Where | lindled stake—John Huss, gazing up into-
there is hearty life; theve mnust be growth. | the open heavens from- the suffocating -
Abd it 15-the lamentable Lick of inward | smoke and flame which are wrapping his -
godliness that makes the stunted professow. | tovtured limbs — all these were cedars
There is not vitalizing sap-enough in his{ through whose branches the very gales ofi’
heart-roots to-reach up iuto the boughs ofj persecution made glorious music, Here
bis ontward conduet. Thereds not vigour{and there is such a cedar Christian dis-
caonzh in-the trunk of his character to|coverable in. ous. century. They never
stand ereet. Mo answering showersbrought | bend.  They nevers break. They never
down Dy fervent prayer-to cleanse the dust | compromise.  To such Christinns, world-
of worldliness from-his yelloav,. sichlied | line s cometh, and singotl.-tongued-expedi-
Jaaves,  There he is—just as he was “set| ency cometh, and szosual pleasure cornoshy
ont” in the Church & score of years ago,| and slavery cometh, bug ¢ findeth nothing
1o larger, no bronder, no brighter in graces | in them.” Populwr burricanes come down.
than e was then; the caterpillais of last amain upon thew, smiting a Hopkins, a.
Javing spun their unsightly vebs.all over| Pierpont, or a Dadley Tyng in the pulpit
bis branches:  He has not grown an ell inj —smiting a Wilberforce, a Jay, or an
any one Bible trait.  Ile Las not yielded | Adams in the Jegislative hall—smiling a
one sinrie fruit of the Spirit. e is afJonathan Edwards in bis quiet study—a
cuberer of the grovud—in the way of 2 missionary Lywman in his lonely toils—a.
botier man—all the while drinking up ] Neal Doviin his labours for the drunkard,
3ol's pure air and water, and yet fulfillingy and a Jonas Kiog in bis labours for the .
Batans purposa.  Not of -such a pmyen-!;bfotl.ed Ligots of Atbens. TBut the cedar
Yegleotizyr professor,. aub of-suek, ar time- ! 0@ principie: prevedian overmat:h for the.
swsirg movey-levingefashion-vwniisping! Lista. of; silishoess, anjig jor. superatition..

N
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Persecution otlly made the roots.of vesolu-
ition strike the deoper, and the trunk of
testimony stand the firmer.

II1. The greatest peril to such Chuis-
dians as read these lines awill not come in
the form of persecution; but rather from
those insidious weums that guaw out the
very heart.of Gespel piety. Seoret influ-
ences aro the most fatal in the.every-day
life of the every-day ainconepicuous profes-
sor. There is a whole:colony .of busy in-
<ects thatwill try the.quality of a believer's
timber. And when the community is
atartled by the spiritual defaleation of some

rominent mran in the Church or in a re-
igious society, it iis enly the erack of a
beam or & pillar that was worm-eaten by
secvet sin Jong before. He only is a cedar
of Christ’s training and polishing who is
sound to the very core. For the pride of
Lebaron was not more famous for its vigor
or its havdiness, than for its solidity of
wood. It kuew no decay. It afforded
asylum to o stealthy inseet turning its
aromatic wooil Anto dust and ashes. There-
fore did Israel's;voyal temple builder select
it for the mogt.eanjpicuons and important
portions ,of .the edifice on Mount Moriah.
With .its fins grain,its high polish, and.
«delightfulsfragrance, uery lintel aud every
«door-post qvas at once .a strength and an
.ornament.to the temple of the living God.
.So .stand the faithful, fearless minister of
«Christ, the incorruptible Christian patriot,
4he unflinching testimony-bearer for the
Aruth as it s in Jesug. They bid defiance
ito the worm of sia whiledhey live, and to
#he worm -of calumny.whon they are dead.
.Centarjes bence, their memory will be as
wsound -and as fragrant .as the chests of
sandal woed in which the Briental kings
were wont to conceal their treasures.

IV. The last noticeable thing with the
cedur is its dreadth of limb. The verdant.
veteran of Chatsworth had a diameter
greater than its height. EMiett informs us.
that he saw cedars on the top of Lebanon
that were thirty faet in eircumference of”
trunk! Their limbs were so wide spread-- )
ing that thediameter of the branches from. §
the extzems &f oae side of the tree (o the:]

|
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‘Chistirm. Broad in his catholic s'fx‘ﬁpad])‘
with all the~faithful in Christ Jesus”—%
«of \every sect—-luaad in his love of Max,
irrespeative of .clime,calour, or condition—
broad in his pecuniary henevolence, is our
cedar brother. [EHundreds.of happy bene.
ficiaries lie down under the shadew of his
liberality. The poor scholar whem he
helps with books—the poor orphan whon
he helps to 2 home—the paor harlot ang
the inebuiate, for whom he builds the
asylum—the poor sin-struck heathen map
of far-away India, to whom he sends the
“good tidings,” are each and all the richer
for his broad-limbed beneficence. There
is room for regiments of sufferers to bivouae
under such a man. It will make a sore
and sorrowful void when that imperial
Cepagr is transplanted to the banks of the
Crystal River, in the Paradise of God.~—
7. L. Cuyler.

*

PULPIT GLEANINGS.

There are some thoughts ip the sermons
that we hear that ought uot to be confined
1q the one pulpit, and to the few listeners,
hut should be sent as missionaries to sta-
tigns where perhaps the preacher's voice
seldam comes, and souls may be yearning
for the comorting word.

QGur minister said to us the other day,
that God's love is manifested to us in the
very decay of our physical nature, which
is smoothing our way to the tomb. He
gently prepares us for the grave, by dull
ing our senses to earthly pleasures, dimm-
ing the eye, unnerving the vigorous frame,
and eansing us gradually to lose our hold
upon this life, while our spiritugl nature
giows more and more sensitive ta the joys
of heaven, and looks forward at last, even
with longing, for the blessed ehange that
is $a come; grosping, in sweet anticipation,
the eternal blessedness.

If we tage this view of the infirmities
that come upon us with the advance of
years, how much of gratitude for what we
have hitherto termed ¢ afflictive dispensa:
tr1oas” will take the place of murmurings!

opposite extreme, was one hundred feet!L;
nder that majestic canopy a whole regi- 3
ment might find shelter. Now we need.

And how generally shall we say, concern-
ing what others might call ¢ grievous
chastisements,” « It is of the Lord’s mer:

rot go far to find just such a broad-armed.

ges"—DBritish Messeénger.



THE 600D NEWS,

INDIVIDUAL APPROPRIATION OF
THE CROSS.

« He shall put his hand on the head of the offer-

ing,oandiitshall be accepted for him, to make

gtonement for him.” X
«Christ loved me, 2nd gave Himself for wme,”

{lastead ot me.)

Paul says, * Christ loved me, and gave
himself for me” The words present a
lorious trutly, too feebly realised by most
hristians for their own'peace and joy.
The truth that Chrwt loves believers indi-
vidually—that He loves eack of His peo-
ple with an eternal, infinite, unchangeatde,
personal affection, and that He gave Him-
gelf as a substinute for His people dndividu-
ally—that is, insteal ol each one of thewm. '

Thisstatement is not in opposition to other !
statements, but their complement. He

~Usinners; He died for the ungedly;
“He loved the clurch, and zave himself
forit’—all are equally true; bt the broad
and more general aspects of His love, and
of the saexifice to which it led, are too often
allowed to exclude the more spdeial and
persenal one.  The full swestness of Leing |
Joved by Jesus, and the full comrt and‘
peace of knowiuz ITim as a substitute, are
lost in consequence.

Seripture clsewhere asserts that Christ
loves indir idunais.
and her sister, and Lazarus;” « He calleth
his owu sheep by nawme;” +The disciple

§

“Jesus loved Martha, |

gyt

beloved reader, if you feel so- miielof &l
stranger to Christ as this, it.must be owing:
to want of habitual and intimate communsorn-
with Him; and that, again, must be owing
to want of faith in His continual presence
with you,—in His own promise, * T will:
love him, and mauifest myself upto him.
My Father will love him, we will come to-
him and make our abode with him,” Does

{ He intend His friendship to be unfelt, His

indwelling to be unknown? No, no!
* Ay that day ye shali krow that I am in
my Father, and ye in me, and I in you
Surely we should be intimate with an

| indwelling Saviour as were Martha, and’

her sister, and Lasarus with an ocasional
cuest? Unbelief feels as if He were absent,

f far off, intangible; but to faith He is ever
{ present, ever near, amost real and precions

friend and companion, whose personal love"
makes itself felt too plainly to be doubted.

Again, +I am bui one in a multitude
no man can‘number; one drop in an ocean ;.
one star in a galaxy. How can I flatte?’
myself to have been distinguished by a-
special love, or made the special object of*
a ransom whicl avails for many #”° This-
is unbelief in the infinite ability of God,-
or in the divinity of Christ, one or
other;itis making our capacity the stand--
~rd of His! Is anything too hard for the
Lord?  Are not the very hairs of each

whom Jesus foved,” and other passazes,!of His people numbered? Dear Christan-
proveic. And yot we find it Lard to #Aink | reader, silence all such objections; queach
that He loves ws as individuals with such | such fiery darts of the wicked one; tuke to
an affection as to give Himself to death for | you theshield of faith; and say, “ Unwoithy
oursakes. Wheuce this difficulty? Trace;as T am, difficult as it is to prove ic to
W0 its source, dear readert and you will l'others, unlikely, impossitle as it seems,
find it springs from wabelicf.  +Clrist|yet I know Curist roves ue.”  Then,
love me in particular, aud die for me asan ! remembering that love leads to the com-
individual > Tmpossible! Tam not worth!” | munication of good, according to the
That is want of faith in the free and per- | greatness of the love, the resources of the
Ject grace of the Lord Jesus Cbrist; He!lover, and the need of the object; and
died for the uagodiy. He loved the lost. | knowing Christ’s loveto be inrnite, His
If we were worthy, that indeed would be a | resources infinite, and your need bevond
proof He had never died for us; bus our | deseription vast and endless, you will feel
unworthiness never can be! no incredulity concerning the immense

Again, “How can I know He loved me, | gift destowed on yow; but be able to add
and died for me? Paul, and John, and ! with Jjoy aud confidenze, “ He gave Hiuw
Martha, and Mary had seen and heard |SELF For Me!’  Ob, wondrous ransom !
Him, and received proofs of His love: He ! how thoroughly Zmust be redeemed! Oh,
knew them, and they knew Him. It would ! righteous substicnte! how completely Jmust’
bea very different case if 77 were here; ! be justified!  Ob, peerless, priceless, vn-
but it is Jong since He dweic among men | measurable gift! how trudy Clrist muss.
—He i3 infinitely distant now.” = Ah,{love me/—British Herald.
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SEERING AND TRUSTING.

T vdng the bell at my pastor’s -door.—=
Looking upon the golden sunset, I strove
tor calm my throbbing heart; but the peace
-and beauty without mocked by inward
-~gony—the agony of-2 divinely awakened
accusing comscience.

Satan terapted me. ¢ Make some ex-
cuse,” he whispered -as I heard a step in
the hall; ¢ borrow a book, and go bome;
+do-niot commit yourself as an anxious in-

uirer, for to-morrow you may go back to
ths world.”

But one more powerful than Satan con-
strained me, and I asked caimly, as my
pastor himself opened the door, “Can I
se0 you alone, sir?”

"THE GOOUD NEWS.

tell, (such blinding power have sin am
Satan,) the thick darkness, the impenetrably
mystety, which hung ronud the ach ¢f
faith, till' God, in-sovereign-nderey; opene
my eyes to see the enormous sin.and folly
of unbelief, and the simplicity. of that-sgy.
ing faith which, taking Jesus at his'worg,
yields the soul to Him in unquestioping
confidence. - o
It is a fearful thought that the breath
of mortal lips may turn an immortal soif
to heaven or hell. May God, by bis open
and ompipresent Spirit, mercifully tesh
those who are called to guide inquiriag
jsouls.  Let the truth sink into every hear,
tthat it is not secking Lut trusting, whith
saves the perishing. .
“ Nany, I say unto you, will seek 1

Then heled me to his study, then 7T!evter in, and skall not be able * Beligre

said quickly, lest temptation should prevail,
«J am a great sinner.
to be saved "

He told me of Christ, of his-full and
free selvation, and bade me believe and
be saved. I listemcd. As one struggling,
with blinded eyes and failing strength,

What must do ¢shalt be saced.

;on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shqlf

1]

Congregationalist,

THE .FRETTING BELIEVER
A freftiug believer is a Haily dishonor fo
'God aud his service. He proclaims to {he

amid the fearful rapids which hwry him { world that Ghrist's yoke is & hard one, 1l
on to 1he fatal cataract, listens to the voice! H'.S burden heavy. Be sure the world wil
which teils hin of a last and only way;'g;é‘g‘f%? (;tell::'l:(l)ll‘)d S?'le;e dl?;:: ttxgh:l};);yd?:
of escape—so, as for wy life, 1 hsteped.— , makes a person,” will be their conclusion
-Still ail to me was rayhess daraness. Then ' 3T, cannot Lave the escuse for it, that it
my pasior said he wouid vray with me, | Lgktens a siugle barden of care, It rather
and begged me, as he did so, to strive to | binds a heavier one, and Iays it on our shonk
cast myseif upun an allsufficient Saviour. | ders day by day. It embitters the happiest
Kneeling, T followed, word by word, the | kf, 2nd sips the poison from the very flowers
fervent, wrastiul prayer, in which he strove ! wlerz others find ooly crystal hone§.
to commit my soul to Christ. But my ! 0 Chnstiay, take fo1 your pattera sour
spirit shrak aiftighied back, I would nct * Deloved:Master, who endured all His feari
“tust. 1 coula nat be saved tsuffermg without oue repining word. Like
trust. I coulu not be saved. {-a gentie lamb brought w0 the slaughter, “s0
As I rase to go, still bearing the burden e opened not his mouih* If he bore sach
of my gmh, I sougt rehiet from my agony, s a heavy cross for us, caa we not take up
in making, and utiering, a «xaod 12s0lu-  every day the little ones *he has appoicted
con  + Gue thing 1 am determined,” ' for us 7 ~ Not the smallest of them 2ll bat is
Ad T % il PATOYT 00a%e 10 Seek ("hris‘. .'Or(?ereﬁ by Him. Ou]y realize thi:\ aod it

evep if'1 nerer find Him"” Seenzy the
delay and danger, perhaps fatal, which
Jurked in that resoive, <o seemingly fuir,
my pastor said to me, with an earpestness
and assurance I shall never forger, « Seek-
tng Christ will never save your scul, you
must {rust Him.”

Astonished bevond measure,and grieved,
at this reply, I “went away sorrowful”

mdeed, but thoroughly cenvinced thai I

mast irist, or perish.  Sidll words cannot

~ - -

ywill Le a powerful check to murmurings over

. And remember, it is those only who bear

;zhe cross, who wiil ever wear the crows—
Chronicle.

THE DIAL

There my Master bids mosstand,
And tell the time with cither hany,
What s bis will, is oy delight,

To tell the hours by day orpight;
Master, be wise, and learn of e,
To serve thy God, os I serve theo.
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QHE'REY. CESAR MALAN, D.D,, OF ; facing themitocordiig td tho etiquetie be forgot
= VPN ET A QWITZR. A ND the instructions carefully given to him by his
GENBVA’ stlfz‘?m“ihb’ . mot%xer,l;n}d lx;an iuto ger an’lns, tgxfdcrolvgd ehtl;n‘-
LT, .. .. |-siastically’ cheeriug the litile child in hisscarl¥
A brillisnt'iglit-basust set. W grent mdn, 2 | gress. v &
manof genius, & Uhristiar man-of greatefficiency | Hisstudiesavere continued at the same college
ood power, has goneito his-vest! 1ill his eighteenth year, whow the desire to aid
’ Dn Cesar Malan, wheee beloved name awikens hisparonts made him enter o mercantile house

Y . at Marseilles, bu. not to cemain there long; he
«in our heatts aweet and tender memories, has | goop came back, finished his stedics, and at the

.after aprotracted -and severo illness, left: vacant ; age of twenty-three was ordained by the Venera-
.o place which cannot again befilled.  That faith- Pble Comphguie, at once showing that wonderfal
+fal champion +6f the truth ovas a remarkable 9lo$lenc‘e ‘.‘;]“.Ch 1sl?elmv,:d &dh}‘?'c'*.‘l’;d no-equal
-colbinatibniGErare gifts and superior -endow- | ' P1¢ PUipit since Bossuct and Hassition.

ments; in him:nothing was ordinary. .Aaman of | A8ayoung man, he remained what he hdd
pataral genius, e ayas als0 a man of the finest [ been when a child—the same upright, sincere
_meatel colture; and there was, avithin the range { disposition, generous with grandeur, loving to aid
+of moral philosophy 6F moral science, scarcely | the poor, the fear-of God being the basis of all
z¢ny topic which embarrassed ‘him. A logician | bis actions; when-he gave, it was.with his whole
«of the first power. he -wasr100, a scrppulous stu- |:-eart, truly delighting to make others happy.

dent. Assn-amateur artist, his paintings bear] It wag shortly after his installation as preacher
«be stamp of creativeifalent. .As a musiciap, the | of the Cathedral, when the vibrations of his
.grestnumber of melodies opmposed by him are | powerful genias were spreading-all over Europe,
.fall of beanty and'pathos. He.wasan author of | that among other distinguished travellers drawn
1o ordinasy-merits, a poet, sn_ablestheologian; | yy his fame, was Dr. Mason of this city; to him
‘whilein his leisure hours he wouldfind relax- | whose memory he cherished, Dr. Malan loved to
.gtion from too close stady by car¥ing on wood, | gscribe, under God's great goodness; his conver-
-or turning on his lathe; and in his hoase was 2| gion from Rationalism to the true Gospel. Mr.
-small book-bindery, a lithography, and 2 print- | Bruen, and Mr. Haldane of Scoiland, avere also
ving piess. -As.glover-of nature, be -was genial| among the meansof his change of feeling, and
«and sympatlietic; #nd how well we all recall the | jie never spoke of either of them Tithout the
?ggﬂ}bﬁﬂessl;@t@“%;i“ his chP‘S{mP‘“gY 50" deepest veneration and gratitude.

isfellow beings, his compassion towards the . .
.poor, and how l%is heauti?ulpconntcrmce would| What hiscarcer has been we 21l know, for he

g s = mever wavered, never faltered whatever opposi-
.gl)gzgxth charity when he beheld suffering or tion mightovertake him,znd one could not name
) .lem.hxim Cesar Malanavas born on the 7th of anotker servant of c;ur mf ‘,’;“ Misuir “'31‘0 l\‘é"s
3 ‘ doue more for the glory of Him he loved. We

fpendy et ] glory e
,Jnly,.-ha.’l, n ‘(‘regcva,ybn‘lv:tzerland, n;}tcrc his  feel,indeed, as af the marvellous scenery whick
-father, Jacques Imbert Malan, was professor in ' surrounded him in his home, and in which he
the college fonndgdlg Calvin. Ii;’s grandfather | gejjghted so continually, had lost iis greatest
‘had emigrated from Provenceat the ravocation | charm, and the eteraal meantains seem less glori-
«of utxg E%xct tohf h"glp?p‘s\ngiits_ g;lot!l‘x:ﬂ.tlége :01:{: { ous, nuw that onc so worthy of admiration and
‘ﬁga "snd the estate-canfiscated, and he ad to love will no more be ticre when we go to visit

x ) 7 hen.

girenp histitle in order to kepp his faitk;<to . .
sthis d?y the ruins <of the castlep of Malan de| Dr-Malan had.an only brother, a man of sx-
Merindol bearasitness forthe trath. There, too, [-Perior learning and ability, who, having become
“anaunt of Dr. Malsn's grandfather, vho as oo | the tutor of young Russian princes, the relations
.8ged toidee,-was buried alive with ixcr Bible and of the late Emperor v\icho!as. had his family titte
a loaf of bread. : restored to him and to his sons wio have re-

His mother was also-of old Huguenot descent mained and settled in Russia.
5 R < . .
from Nismes, residing jo the cartle of Clavieres,) 90 ﬂ(;c 3’{? °fs‘}l’"ll;c {vsll,hl)r. Malan Mg
.above Nyon, -on the Lske of Geneva; and his n}_:n}':'w‘ to F{;’ SC ;0';1“'-:-‘ ;’“‘d"‘ surve.es him, .
Jirst years were spent mowtly in her society. 1t [Fith eleven of their twelve-cinldren.
~w25from ber he inherited.the charm of charac-| At varioustimes pnblishersfrom differort lands
«Wrand sweetness-of dispositicn, shich made it have requested Dr.Malan*o write his autobio-
impossible for those who saw his heart not o graphy, but hie feared, if doing so, to fall into
Jorehim. Mrs. Malan was & remarkable wvoman, | 4 snare of personal clation, and refused. We
-of very noble appearance, with much knowledge ‘ can but regret the loss of what would have been
-ofthe world, of life, and above allavith that per- | ofsuch rarc interest, as he was bronghtail throngh
-fect gentleness_reprodnced in her son.—Profl | s hife inso close and intimate contact with
-Jatques Imbert Malan was a man of note in his | yeads of nations, and that fact of itself wonld
coantry, from his erudition and quick wit; in{ pave captivated many; at the sametime can we
-thtir youngest child these diverse elementsynot remain assured that that noble existence is
Jended. jnscribed where it never can be effaced, on the
At threo years old, ke received at the College § hundreds of redeemed soulsto whom he was the
*Commencement or **Promotions” a prize for { opener of the prison? A bright and eternal
eeding, It was delivered with all the othersin | crown is now resting on that pure brow where
the old Cathedral, before an immense conceurse | so many thonghts of genius seemed to dwell,
ofpeople—little Cesar being carried in his narse's | and those eyes, so tender, so penctrating, so won-
rms, the crowd having some dangerfor 50 young  derful in their power contemplate, with beatitnde
scompetitor. He used to t2ll how, when having ; that Saviour who lovgd us, aud who had blessed
received the medal from the hands of the Syndics, ; his faithful servant with such incomparable aad

lewasso delighted, that instead of retreating ! numberless mercies.—New York Qbsercer,
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MARGARET BROWN.

I;Alll‘ L

Hard by the brook, heyond the fows,
. Where stands the leafless chestnat tree,-
There is o coltage, old and brown,
W hich rearward lovks upun the town,
But faces 10 the sea.

The walks with erass are overgrown,
Aud weeds fill up the garden bed;

TLe nowss clings to thé stepping-stone,

And fromn the tree the birds have Hown*
Now that the tree is dead.

*Mid all these dreary sigus without,

. And scarce a sound of life within,
The passer stops and looks about,
As half in fear, and balf in doubt,

Of what may here kave beew

Ah!’tis a simple tale and rare,
, OfIife the strapger cannot know—
There is a presence in the air,
Asf of angels watching there,
Or passing to aud fro.

Here Marguret Ly co—* 0id Margaret Brown,”
Thus duth tLe clerk her numne record,

On dole supplied her by the town,

Aund dewns cach paesent suut Ler dowe
A preseut frow the Lord.

Here she was born and bere was wel,
Here grew her children Ly her side,

'l oue by oue they tfrom her fled;

And there they laid her busband dead.
Brougkt shereward by the tide.

Thus blessings came, thus from her went,
. God's love by sun and shadow shown;
Yeu say alieart so tora and rewt,
With all its loving forees spent,
Alight harden into stone?

Ab! venrs dird follow, all unblessed,
© How trean was ait the worid, how dark?
Her wandering soal. ia search of vest,
Quly toe givonr aud Waso pussess &
Nor fuai the valy wil

O fallios 2oul that would pet knaw
Jesus who watehed and went befure,
Aund seaght in all those waves of woe,
3a all their fiood and overduw,
To give thee peace onee more.

PART I
O hanpy dax, but all too biriet,

Aud night more preciens still than day, |
When she obtaued the dear relief, '
Lhat left her still the saus@ of grics,

Rui stole the sting away!

THE GOO0D NEWS: :

She sat in silence with her dgnd,

When Jesus came and called her’nimé}
One answering word, and fear and dregd |
Went out, and unto her, instead,

A holy qdiet came.

O chguge, that did her sonl astound !

The Lord had come and talked with her,
And all her grief with comfort crowned;
She had cnce more the dlustet found

Beside the sepulchre.

Long years have passed—poor, blind, and ol
She waits until God’s will is done; )
And yet her closed eyes behold:
That world of gloties nianifold,
And Jesus as the sun.

What if the sea roar up thé beach?
The leafless tree the sound ‘prolong?

Her soul its resting-place can reach,

Still tune the common words of speech
Into a thankful song.

TWhat if the stone no more be pressed |
By steps that woke a welcome sound?
Her loving heart is full of rest,
With her abides a heavenly guest,
The Lord whom she has found.

Aud if the birds have spread the wing,
The walk with grass be overgrown,

She seems to hear the downward ring

Of songs, such as the angels sing,
Where sorrow is uakuown!

0 world, with all thy pomp and pride,
So poor, so full of doubt and fear;
Lo! Cunist, with gifts to thee denied,-

1Ias every longing satisfied,

Aud bailt his temple here! Anor!

«WHOM THE LOED LOVETH IE
CHASTENETIL”

} ** Gud’s children aro likestars, thatlook most bright

{ When foes pursue them through the datkest pights

1 Lke torches beat, they more resplendent shine:
Lase grapes when pressed, they ¥ield luxoriss

wine;

Like spices pounded, aro to smell most sweet;
Like trees when shook, that wave but not retrests
Like vines,that for the bleeding better grows
Llke gold, that burning makes the brighter shows
Like glov-worms, that shine best in-dark attire;

‘ Like cedar leaves, whese odors gaie by fire; \

! Likethe palm tree, whose humors force removes;

1 Like chamomile, which treading on haproves;

: Like everything that can withstand the test,

! Are those God loves, and who loves God the best”

l. ~From the Daytist Martyre-
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gabbath School Lessons.
July 3rd, 1864

RUTH AND BOAZ
Read Ruth §i. 117,

1. Ruth, ver. 1-3.

Nnomi spems tp have goi no assistance
from those who recognised her en her return,
andto have sought none fram her rich kinsman.
indeed, she does not seem to have remember-
44 that she had rich relations.

Immediately after their return, ch i. 22,
Ruth seeks permission to go and glean, for it
was harvest time. ~ Notice her industry—
¢he would work, pot beg; her gentle obe-
dience—she seeks permission, apd that from
s mothepin-law; her bumility—she was will-
ing to.do anything ; her cheerful faith—she
donbts not Ged will help her to find a field
(o gleanin. God did gunide her to Boaz’s field,

1I. Boaz, ver. 4-7.

Boaz himself, though rich, lapked strictly
cter his own property. He was on
most friendly, Christian-like terms with his
gervants. The Lord be with ypu.  Such
ssletations were common in Judes, see Ps.
s, 8. The servant sct over thereapers.
The servant seems to have been like bis
maler. Boaz had a well-arranged .estab-
lishment. He js teld who Ruth was, that
ghe had nsked leave, and.that she bad been
very diligent.  Ampng the sheaves. Glean-
inz thers was forbidden generally, lest the
oorn should be plucked from the sheayes.

1IT. Boaz gud Ruth, ver. $-17.5

Boaz showd Lis kindness, byinviting Ruth
loglean with his reapers all the barvest, by
charging his maidens and his yowng men to
befriend her, by sapplying her with meat and

drink, by applanding her copduct towards{S

her motber-in-law, and her adherence to
Imaels God.  Tke Lord under whose wings
tou art come fo frust. A most beautifal
&!;nblq{u—-as the tender, fecble nestling hides
under its parent's wing, so had Ruth left the
idols of her aative laud, and pats ber trust in
Jsroels God.  She had hecome 2 proselyte,
wr. 12, Perhaps this was Boaz's motive for
Iis kindness.  These Jitde cets of kindness
rove JBe goodness of Buaz's beart more than
3 great gift would bave donp.  They ere
° 3 Sfa 3 3 -
.T:TPI,% gc{‘}g;’] o }t;’no hacvest-field js very interest
mu;;-’—.thc.)c.(\ wus band of young men and maidens

15

teaping and binding tho veliow grein. Boaz emers,
#dis on nmuls; thoe salutations ase £xchanged—
Tt Lord be with you—* The Lord bless theo."”
¢ tetrseer stands by his side among the sheaves;
looking towards Ruth. who bends _dzliienu.y
gver her Rork, they speak softly, concerning her.—
as advgnees. Shicfeals nfraid‘
g@; dizpels ker fesrs—she makssher,obeisance

arvest day—the half-cut tield of

, till his kind wel-

:
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more difficult to perform. Ephak of barlej,
about four pecks.

APPLICATION.
1. Learn what is due to a mother, from

Rauth’s conduct to Naomi, her aged mother-

ip-law. She loved her—the motive of all her

‘) conduct ; obeyed her, though able to judge

for herself, was kind and respeetful in all her
words and actions ; wrought for her wiilingly
and cheerfplly, did not even ask ber to go
out with her. “How does he treat his
mother 27 is an excellent test of character,
Prov. xxili. 22; xxx. 11-17; Solomon, 1
Kingsil. 19. “Show piety at hbome.” Jesus,
Lake ii. 5.

2. Learn to be industrious. Noue have
a right to eat who do not labour, 2 Thes. iij.
10.  God will call idlers to account—rich or
poor ; “ the talent” in the napkin. To beg
when you can work is just one way of steal-
ing. Learn while youpg. All benest labour
is hopourpble. “The carpenter’—* the fish-
ermen”—- the tentmalker.”

3. Learn contentment. Ruth washumble ;
yet, thongh they scem to have been very poor,
afmost starving, no complaict is heard. She
bumbly trusted that God would help them,
Hab. iii. 17, 18,  Mauy lose all the enjoy-
ment of the comforts they possess by fretting
because they bave not more.

4. How good it is for master and ser-
rants to serve Christ.  If the ealutations in
the harvest-fields vere not mere words, how
eood a master I'onz would be! bow well
served! Serving Christ keeps all in their
right places, Eph. vi. 39. The centurion,
Matt. viil. 3. Cornelias; Actsx. 2. Be you
such a servant or such a master.

5. Learn how to give. Boaz koew this.
He gave kindly, did not treat Ruth like a beg-
gar; gave attention and sympathy, gave with-
out hurting her feelings.  How beuutifal the
words, ver. 16, “let fall some,” &e.  Soek the
spirit of Christ to teach this.

SUBORDINATE LEESSONS.

1. He who natices and admires what is
good, is likely to be good, ver. 11.

2. Do your duty, and leave God to giwe
you favour with men if he pleases.

3. How beautiful is modesty ! It is ¢ ths
shadow that precedes troe worth."—Edin.
8. S. Lessons.

—

July 10th, 1864,

THE YOUNG RULER
Read Luke sviii. 15-30.

J. Tke Children Blessed, ver. 2317,
Jnfants. They werg very young. ‘They
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were brought to be touched or “blossed” by | 3. Parents and Teachers should bij
Christ.* ] tivir children to Christ. By prayer. Y4q
None of the ancieot phiiosophers or teach- | so willing to receive thom, sod will wa pg -
ers had enything to dv with children. The  take them t6 Him? By 'ex&mplg. If":‘
disciples thought it Levwuth theic Master's us go oursehves Iuitate Ohrists Vnan’
digmity, or that Le was loo busy tv be, manper. Ifis mannerdiow the motiiors pes
troubled with them ; they did not huow bim ;| befure bo spoke ; the childcen looked i h:
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i

o}le was moch.displeuyed 1™ Mark = 14,
Nothingever made him sv upgry.

Uf such isthe kingdum of hewren,  Christ
geems to moan hat be hud secured Laoveu to
all such Lttle oues who. by iheir uwvn siLs do
aot reject it :

Asa little child.. V7ith thatsimple earnest
faith in God which a chidd exhibits towards
hig father,

15, The Younog Ruler, ver. 18-Z1.

8uod Muster,  Fewrever svught Christ
with s0 moch respect wr suught elernal lif2
so-carnestly,. Hhat must I do? He felt
ke had hot Yet done envagh.

Jesug sed.  Christ “luved” this yeuong
man,.and 1n.bis reply taught kim, that in ac
cepting thedtitle good, he accepted thehomage
¢ue-to Livinty, and thut vbedience o God 13
the way of life.

Ver. 21. DPfobably the young raler
thought to have heps Guds law. So Paul,
Yhl . 6. He had Lesu very strict and
motal 3 yet he folt ke lached sométhing.

TIL "The Danger of Riches, ver, 24-30.

Jesug saw-that ke was very sorrowful.—
How Jesus pitied hum i F.videclly Christ
meant thef. Weol(h - su lucreased & man’s
temptations thut it wus most difiealt t& escape
being rained by them::

) APPLICATION.
p . ..
£ €hrist’s love to Children, Ho snows

,face and weot into hise arms. Seek I .
| Spirit to teach us to loverlike Him, |
| 4 Beuare of preventingany from comin,
i to Christ. If by neglect, coldnesy, ignorure,. -
| Of »io, a child i3 kept bick or discounye] .|
ghrist will e much displeased,” Matt, xis,

5. How hger yus may comw fo (ki
and et lose £ Tho goamng roler, 1t
when he was yodng,.and tZough he wagrisy
| 2. Thocght much o Christ 53 Gared for ki

soul, and did mibcls for it ~4 Was bey
’th.an most people, yebs wished {3 be befni
 stilt. 5. Went to Christes bertanghtl' Cliris
]

loved him, and yet bewas lost™?” You exporc]
|0 go to heaven, and what havé you dra {7
| Mgt vii 14 =%
i 6 I you love anything mors than Chrir'
youdrelost. That which i3 best loved &

your-gud. Christ will not be second inyow ™
heart, Mnét 2. 37, oudg man wouk
base Jihed heaven and his mouey:too, Mt
vi. 244 1 Kiogs xviii. 210 'Would youleaw
all for Christ ?

7. If you wish eternad life obay Chrictem
* Believe on the namo of his Son Jesus Chrit 3
,fmd love one acother,’ 1 John iii. 230 Fhex 7
is no viher wug. You koow what he bil
you do. +

8. How foolish' tewcoms to Chriskts 1oz
taught, and not lo do what he bils- gou
Yet many do so; many Sabbath-sche

thelr soals are as valuable as those of the  scholaws do so, ver. 22.  Gbrist koey
old. Thejove of o futher, muther, brother,  ruler was deceiving himself. ES loved t
or sister, aibcombiued, catnot egual Ghrist’s, | world more then he loved!Godi Ho wt
Mork . 25 bavids-love to Absalom, | away sery sorrewfil. He did votpret:
Jdacob's to Joseph, Jonathau's 1o David, is \ to Jeave his riches' as Judas, Demas, &
Dot equal to Ubrist's Isa. xk 1, 115 shs. 15. | Anapios did; but bre wes zery rich, i eoall
Chnsts love far exceeds mana. The pot give tlem up. He had better be: ‘:
apostles were kind men,vut they pushed ack | Lezgdft How sad never to hear of Hitzagiy:i-
¢3e ittle ones.  Man, J0-not care for: chil- { —Hdin. 8. 8Y Eessona i
dren.  No minister, teacesr, or parent, loves|” T -
oo like Christ. e
“S Seck Christs blessing. “Segk. kim
ey All o - cluidren of disobedience.”
Hogeton young 10 dw, Uhrist coo make te . 4o0,1iss oy that:uothing valugble:ds ever obe’
yoangest an bewr of beaven. Abijyh, 1 Kings ' g.ined without Iabour ;. and thet'no laboz!
xiv. 13, Jomuel, 1 Sam. i 26 Josiab, 2 abehonestly expended seithoatour getti
Eiggs xmi. 2 Timothy, 2 Tim. 1 3414 h'j i3 vahlxle in return.  Ho is aobearefalto m!t
. D onpo —Some grosss hamk's-Chiic) everything easy to mama  Tits Bible its i
gﬁg‘;%’gh‘&:‘ é‘;ds‘iighel :P&fh% Prosns ’m%h , ho hgb}r !l)]ook; humea ggty_no holidug 61;32‘:‘2{‘
0 cre S e the disciples 1 DEBL The grammar of deep persdnad Fhn:
Qhrists kmdnce, onC e o ol w0 thers | and the grammar of real plr)n%etica! virteg, o
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Vant 5,08 LaroUr—86d i5- tonstuy
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thors™ ¢ Yt speaks , the uttle vOcs f5st gaze with - STeamlen
ggndgr, Whd thon with s fimid smilo, vontare dato | m'tu:ﬁ dgf Ieﬁfn‘*‘l by ang fecile, Hamlltdm.-i
1 erms gndaradedess me ~Bianey,. |
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