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GOOD MEN THAT WON'T WORK.

Sitting in committee, not long since, in connection with one of vur benevo-
lent societies, in the prosecution of whose plans a domiciliary visitation of the
town was proposed, the question was asked by the President, who will under-
take this work 7 A number of hands were required for the self-denying task,
but nearly all present declared themselves so occupied that they could not
render any assistance. DMembers were then requested to suggest the names
of suitable parties outside the committee who would be likely to engage in
it, and 2 nuwber of persons were successively nominated. But to almost
every new nomination, some one present would interpose the objection,—* A
very suitable person, but I'm afraid he won’t undertake it;” or, “ He's a
good wan,—but,—but he won’t work !”’

So frequently was this repeated that we began to enquire within ourselves,
what kind of goodness it could be to which these men and women lay claim
who “won’t work.” Goaod for what? And so, turning up our New Testa-
ment in the hope of solving the question, we found ourselves more mystified
than ever ; for nowhere, in any of our Saviour’s discourses, or in the writings
of His Apostles, could we discover any commendation of this anomalous class
of church members. We met with words of cheer and loving approval for
faithful servants,—for sowers, and reapers, and builders, and fishers of men,
and workers of every kind in the vineyard of our Lord ;—and also of rebuke
and condemnation for ““ wicked and slothful servants,” who hide, instead of
using their Lord’s money,—for those who ““stand all the day idle, or, who,
like the barren fig-tree, only cumber the ground ;—but nothing either good
or bad, of good men that ¢ won’t wurk.” And we concluded, thercfove, that
the New Testament did not recogpise that style of christian character st all.

Then we turned from the volume of Revelation to that of Nature, but here
sgin we found the same truths taunght ns under other forms;—that bees
which gather no honey, and trees that bear no fruit, and clouds that bring no
nin, are regarded as anything but good ; and that the great universal law of
the animal and vegetable kingdows is, work, tncrease !
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Still we did vot like to give it up. Charitably disposed people called these
idlers good weun, and we did not wish to dissent from their judgment. So,
finding no present solution of the mystery, we at last left it, along with many
others, to be cleared up by the light of a better world, of‘ten wondering,
however, what the verdict of the Master will be, who said, “ my meat is to
do the will of Him that scot me and to do His work,”” dnd whether He whose
life wus such an unwearying round of benevolent activity, would recognize
these do-nothing christians as His followers ?

Unfortunately this description of good people is not confined to any one
locality. We are told continually of Sabbath Schools Ianguishing for want
of teachers,—of Subbath-breaking children whom it is somebody’s duty to
endeavour to gather in,—of poor people never invited to church,—of cities
aud towns almost without a tract distributor,—of the intemperate and the
fullen, left to perish without a warning voice or  hand stretched out to help
them,~—of the fatherless and widows, unvisited in their affliction,—in fine,
of abundance of work to be done, and but here and there one willing to do it.

This eannot arise from any lack of natural energy, for these good men are
often preeminent for their earnestness and enterprise in regard to all material
interests.  They toil early and late in the pursuit of their own worldly advan-
tage ; it is only in regard to ¢ the things that are Jesus Christ’'s”” that they
are thus apathetic. In fact it is urged that business is so absorbing, and its
demands on man’s time and attention so exhausting, that active engagement
in christian work, after the labours of the day are past, or even on the
Sabbath, is vut of the question. “Anything of interest in your Sabbath-school
class 7’ we asked innocently the other day of one whom we had long known
as an earnest and successful teacher. ¢ Oh!I am not teaching now,” was his
reply; “T am so over-done on Saturday nights, that 1 need Sunday to rest,
and [ have given up my class.” It was not the only occasion on which we
have received a similar answer.

Now, sssuming this case to be a valid one, are we not fairly entitled to
ask whether it can be right to allow ourselves to becorie so engrossed and
exhausted with attention to business, as to leave no time or strength for
works of love and mercy! Ought we not to be prepared to suffer worldly
Joss, if need be, rather than forego altogether the pleasure and advantage
of engagement in sowe christian work ? Better do a little, than nothing at
all! Much as the cause of God needs our active cooperation, the loss we
sustain by such peglect is fur greater than the loss we inflict by it. No
christian man or woman can afford tobe idle. Our spiritual like our physical
strength depends upon our appetite, and that, again, depends largely upon
the.amount of exercise we take; so that we should scarcely feel as if we were
taking an unwarrantable liberty wnth the Apostle’s langnage were we to read

it, if any man will not work, neither can he eat.”” The dinner of herbs is
far more savoury to the labouring man, than the stalled ox to the sluggard
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and the glutton ; and unless we are mistaken, it will be found that the most
fastidious aud dainty of all hearers of the gospel,—the people who are always
complaining that ¢« somehow or other, Mr. So and So’s preaching doesn’t do
them any good,”’—generally belong to this class of “good men that won't
work.”

But another difficulty meets us almost everywhere,—the lack of the gifts,
as so many allege, to enable them to engage in christian work. With most
of them bashfulness is the obstacle; they are “slow of speech.” Moses at
first suffered from a similar cause, until the Lord rebuked him, and promised,
«I will be with thy mouth, and teach *hee what thou shalt, say.”” Their
diffidence, however is not so easily overcome. They are sure they could
never interest a Sabbath school class, or lead a district prayer-meeting, or do
any good by visiting the sick, or distributing tracts; and as to speaking to
any of their poor Christless neighbours, that, they think, requires a very
special talent, such as only the saintly Felix Neff, and Harlan Page, and a few
others have possessed. To pray in their own families is more than some of
them can manage and how can we expect them to open their lips elsewhere ?
True, they did good service in the last political campaign, aud some of their
neighbours say they really waxed eloquent in the praise of their favourite
candidate, but that was a very different thing, of course.

Oh! this mock humility with which our churches are plagued! What a
hindrance it is to every kind of effort! YWere we only to believe all the oxcnses
that are offered, we must conclude that the servants of Christ are the most
useless and good-for-nothing class in the community,—labourers that can’t
work, buildeis that can’t build, soldiers that ean’t fight, husbandmen that
know neither how to plant, nor to water, nor to reap. Is it so, then, that
Satan lets go all the worthless and indolent, and retains for himself all the
noble and the gifted? Or are the rewards he offers so much greater than the
crown of glory presented to the eye of the believer, that he can cail forth the
energies of his servants with a readiness which even the love of Jesus cannot
command ¢ Surely not! And yet, how strikingly does our backwardness
in serving thebest of masters contrast with the shameless effrontery which the
slaves of Satan display, in advertising themselves, and their numberless de-
vices for leading mea o the pit!

Now all men are not bora alike gifted, but ncither are there any born into
the kingdom of God without gifts. Indeed, as a general remark, we may say
that aptitude is quite as much a thing of cultivation, as of direct endowment.
There’s many an one who thinks /e has no talent for public speaking, who,
bad he ¢ stirred up the gift that was in him,” by diligent study and prayer,
would have made just as good a preacher as the minister to whom be listens
every Sabbath, and perhaps beiter. And so we might say with regard to
every other gift. “Uato him that hath shall more be given.”
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Ah! po, it is not the lack of gifts, but of gruce that has developed this
large and most unsatisfactory cliss of church-members, among whom,
perchance, the reader himself is found. And how terrible then, if, after
having been called, and sent into the harvest ficld to work, any of us should
have to meet the Master at last with the wournful account,—

*Nothing but leaves ; no ripened sheaves
Gurnered of life’s fair grain ;

We sowed our seed,—lv, tares and weeds,
Words, idle words for earnest deeds ;
Reaping, we find with pain,

Nothing but leaves !”

THE CASE OF MR. GEO. H. STUART.

This gentleman, so generally and favorably known through his connection
with the Christian Commission, and his sympathy with all true Christians has
bronght upon him the censure of the church (Reformed Presbyterian), with
which he 1s conuected. At the meeting of the Synod of that church in Pitts-
burg, May last, Rev. Dr. Douglass offered the following :

* Whereas, General Synod at its last meeting, re-afirmed the principlea of the
Reformed Presbyterian Charch on the sabject of psalmody, and declared that the
one hundred and fifty Scripture Psalms only are to be used in the public social
worship of God ; and, whereas, Geo. II. Stuart, Esq., asserted boldly on the fluor
of this Synod yesterday, that he was in the habit of singing hymns of human
composition, in divect contravention and defiance of the long established and re-
affirmed law of the Church on the subject ; therefore,

“ Resulved, that he be referred to the session of the First Reformed Preshyterian
Church at Philadelphiu, to be dealt with for a ¢ gross violation of the established
arder of this Chureh in the use of human psalmody, according to the order and
discipline of the Church in euch cases.’ ”’

Mr. Stuart was suspended from his seat in the Synod, from the exercise
of the functions of the Jldership, and from the communion of the Church !

We had supposed that the perpetration of such a piece of petty tyranoy,
at least by any church arrogating to itself the title of ¢ Reformed,” had been
impossible, in this enlightened age. It seems, however, that the spirit of
Popery will thrive, where not jealotsly watched and uprooted, even in sail
claimed to be super-eminently Protestant.  Hymns of human composition”
indeed! as if Rouse’s uncouth version of the Psaims were divine! We feur
that if Paul had been a member of this Reformed Synod it would have gone
even harder with him than it has done with Mr. Stuart; for while the latter
only used, Paul dared even to recommend the singing of ¢ Psalms, and hymns,
and spiritual songs,”” in ¢ the public worship of God,” contrary to the sta-
tutes of the said Reformed Synod, in such case made and provided. Perhaps
the Synod believes, however, that the Pyalms he recomweunded, were John
Rouse’s version, though we must express our doubts, Aand then what about
the kymns and the spiritual songs?

There is some force in the remark of one of our cotemporaries :—

¢ That if the Psalms of David ounly are to be used in the musical part of Divine
worship, what authority has the church for using any other tunes than those
which David used? And the same might be said in regard to praying and preach-
ing. To be consistent the Reformed Presbyterian Church ought to confine itself
to the prayers recorded in Scripture, snd the reading of the discourses found
therein. Of the latter, there are Christ’s sermon on the Mount, Paul’s discourse
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on Mar’s IIill, and one or two others. ‘I'hese ought to satisfy them. Any other
on their thenry, are & profanation.””

To spenk serivusly, however, %ve think the Synod has not ouly committed
a gross wrong, but n grievous blunder. Resistance to such a decision was
inevitable. The Phladelphia and Pittsburzh Presbyteries have hoth wich.
drawn from their connection with the Synod, and have announced their pur-
pose to maiutain the severance until the act is rescinded. The Pittsburgh re-
svlutions denounce the action of the Synod, as « disorderly, illegal, eruel, par-
tial, and vutrageous,” contrary to all the forms, orders and precedents of the
church, and ¢ arbitrary and injurious to the cause of our Lord Jesus Churist.”

The congregation of which Mr. Stuart is an Elder has also rebelled, and
refuses to receive the committee appointed by the Synod to enforce his sus-
peusion. ITow the cnse may end it is hurd to tell, but in what ever way it
way terminate, there is no doubt that it will teud largely to the promotivn of
more scriptural and enlightened views with regard to ¢ our liberuy which we
bave in Christ Jesus,” and the constitutional rights of a Christian church.
It is becoming more and more evident every day that the people rule, and
the less Synods and Presbyteries melddle with them in regard to all matters
of tnternal administration, the more will their authority be respected in other
things. We know not with what religious denomination Mr. Stuart may be
thinking of connecting hlmseif, but if the Presbyterians wont have him, we
bez to extend him a most cordial and brotherly invitation to * come with us,”’
where no Synod, reformed or unreformed, will ever question his liberty to
praise God in any way he finds most conducive to edification.

It is a little amusing to see the use to which this case, and the somewhut
similar action of Bishop Potter in regard to Mr. Tyng, is being put in certain
quarters.  Qur Baptist friends whose good instincts have prompted them to
take the part of both Mr. Tyug and Mr. Stuart, have recently withdrawn
fellowship from the Rev. C. H. Malcolm, a Baptist minister, in Rhode Island,
foradmitting un-immersed mewmbers of other denominations to the communion
table. Whereupon Mr. Muleolin employs the argumentum ad hominem in
the following trenchant fashion :—

“The Baptists perceive the unseripturalness of close communion as expounded
by the Synod of Reformed Presbyterians, and express their sympathy for Mr.
Stuart, who maust either cease to commune at the Lord’s Table with those who
sing the sweet hymns of Watts and other sacred puets, and himself sing only the
discurdant versification of Rouse, or else remain under the discipline of his sect.
Nuw, let Baptists in the name of justice, having looked upon this picture and
upon that, and having protested against the exclusiveness of the Episcopal church,
and the sectarianism of the Presbyterian Synod, be consistent, and have at least
sume remonstrance towards the severity of the Baptist Convention.”

We know nothing of Mr. Maleolu's case, but if his sole offence has been
the following ont of the priuciple laid down in the 14th chapter of the Kpistle
to the Romans, we cannot but think his argument a fair oue, and entitled to
the prayerful consideration of his brethren everywhere.

SPLIT YOUR KNOTS.

It is a very pleasant thing to have your wood cut and uicely split, and piled
in your woodhouse ; or to have wood in your yard of such a kindly nature as
to be easily wrought into such a condition. Those who follow the wood busi-
ness find a great deal of knotty timber, picces from whicl. hranches havegrown,
aud some twisted, cross-graioed, or with gaarly excrescences. Every woodman's
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experience is about the same, he does not find, or expect to find, all smooth,
kindly timber.  He eannot afford to cull it; therefore, if he has a conscience,
—and we think all have,—at least when they begin the business of selling
wood,—he naturally makes an arrangencent with it, while he piles his kootty
wood inside of his load and on the bottom, carefully building that of a more
maurketable quality around it, making his knots serve hima good turn in keeping
his load loose, and making bulk. Hence those who buy wood for domestic use,
come in for a share of impracticable stuff, which will require time and patience
to master, the inflexible qualitics of which often result in its being let alone,
and piled in some corner by itself, as not only being uscless, but in the way.

Now, no man can have lived very long in the world without finding the
game thing in the social circle, and in the church,—knotty, gnarféd, imprac-
ticable specimens of humauity, who, after being tried and pronounced imprac-
ticable, are leftalone. 1 suppose every minister who reads this will remember
some just such tough subjects in his own congregation ; individuals who have
in & manner been given up, because nobody expects to make auything of
them, crotchety, opinionated, or hardenced, of whow men say, ¢ It is of no use
gaying anything to them.”

It is nearly twenty years since I learned a lesson on this subject which I
never have forgotten. The Rev. W. F. Clarke, my visitor, at the time, dis-
covered iny pile of impracticables in the corner of the wood yard. Laying
hold of the uxe he luid vigorcusly into them, saying, ¢ Brother, what are
those left here for? I always split my knots as a mental exercise.”” Following
up his less,n with a practical illustration, blow following blow, he manifested
that time, patience and "determination will enable us to overcome difficulties.
Since then I split my knots, and glory in the conquest of a stubborn one.
Many a moral lesson and illustration has the subject afforded, both in aud out
of the pulpit. I have thought when a minister begins to complain of having
used up about all the material in his congregation, have you no knots to
gplit? no hard cases unscathed as yet by the Gospel? Many a removal wighe
have been prevented had the minister got in good earnest to splitting those
koots in his congregation. By determination it will be done; it will tuke
time and patience. Sometimes in your wood yard you may think it won’t pay,
but it always pays in the congregation. The worth of a soul saved cannot be
estimated. Moreover, these though impracticable natures, often under spiritual
influences, make fine specimens of christian character. The very qualities
which made them so difficult to conquer while graceless, will, when modified
by the power of God, and sanztified by the Ioly Spirit, be made to serve im-
portant purposes in the church.

Brethren, split your knots! Thisis work for a man ; a child eannot do
it; he will giveit up, and he may as well do so. Let those who have attained
to the stature of a man in Christ, go into this work, * strong iu the grace that
ig in Christ Jesus.”

It will be suid, “ no man unassisted by the spirit of God can do this thing”
True, God must open the heart, yet as thisis a moral, not a physical operation,
and God works by iustruments effecting His purpose, very much depends on
our wisdom, vn our faithful vigorous deualing, on our indomitable determina-
tion, and persevering, patient waiting. So Paul intimates in his letters to
Timothy and Titus.

A tough stick can sometimes be managed by assailing it on the other side.
Bometimes we fuil, because we have been trying to split it from the wrong
end ; or we have aimed to split off too much at once. Some very tough picees
can only be split little by little, will only yield you a chip at a time, but
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such are conquered.  Some are subdued by one good blow directed through
the knot. So we must skillfully nssail the hard cases in our congregation.
Many a one wastes his streugth by dealing heavy blows in the wrung place ;
less strength laid on with more skill might accomplish much. Many a man
has been given up because he has been unskiilfully dealt with. Crotehety,
difficult men should not be given up, but be approached in a praying frame,
in dependence upon God. ~ Gentle, loving words wisely applied often do much ;
carnest, fervent words will be employed by the Spirit, who is characterized by
tender concern for poor sinners.

There is no influence so bad in a man as the effeminating practice of re-
linquishing whatever is difficult, and nothing is so beneficial to our-clves as
conquering u difficulty. It takes time and trouble; but in saving 2 soul it is
time well speut.

Take then a list of those in your congregations that are unconverted, and
whose conversion you have ceused to expect, and with Divine he'p resvlve to con-
quer them. After every conquest you will ind more strength, and faith and
hope for the next attack. Rewember you cannot fuil if Christ be with you.
Do not go at it doubting but determined, and confident. Do not stand to look
at your tough work, aud put it off because it is unpleasant; go at it now, it
may be too late to-morrow.  Brethren, split those knots ! W.H. A,

Puris, March 19th, 1868.

We have much pleasure in presenting to our readers the two valuable and
interesting papers prepared by the Rev. Messrs. Clarke and Lewis, at the
request of the Union Committee, for our Annual meeting at Hamilton. ‘The
former of these papers was read before the Missionary Society and should have
been noticed in the account of the proceedings of that body, but was, by a mis-
understanding unintentionally overlooked by the brother who reported them,

We need hardly add, that although published at the request of the Union.

the writers alone are responsible fur the sentiments expressed in them. [Fa,
“C. 1M

“ HOW CAN WE BETTER WORK OUR MISSION FIELD?”

A PAPER PREPARED BY REQUEST OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE CONGREGATIONAL
UNION OF CANADA, AND READ AT THE RECENT ANNUAL MEETING,
BY REV. W. F. CLARKE.

It is perhaps as well to have it clearly understood at the outset, that this
paper has been prepared solely at the instance of the Committee of the Union,
and that it is not the offspring of any special inspiration, call to preach, or
itching to write, on the subject to which it relates. The question is con-
fessedly one of great practical importance, but in its discussion the writer
has not been aided by the feeling that he had in possession a key to its correet
solution. In performing his allotted task he has had, Dr. Johnson like, to
“sit down doggedly ;" yet he is not without hope that he may be able to
throw out a few practical suggestions of some value, and that he may succeed
in stirring up other minds to such a consideration of the subject as shall be
productive of bencficiul results. Thus much premised, I shall, without more
preliminaries plange ¢ in medias res,”’ and proceed to give several categori-
cal answers to the questivn entrusted to we, and which I understand to be
this: “ Haw can we better work our Mission field 2"

1. By selecting our posts more wisely. Qurs is the position of a small
army, supposed to consist of picked men, but compelled by their very fewness
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to concentrate, and to occupy as far as possible points of vantage-ground. We
cannot over-run the entire territory we are ambitious of cunquering, and must
therefore erect and fortify strongholds on eminences, seize passes that ean be
held by a handful of valorous defenders, and take possession of ground out of
which we cannot bo driven. To speak plainly, we must operate where we
can make not only Christians but Cungregutionalists) and our Missionary
churches must be planted where they will ultimately prove centres of influence,
mother-churches that shall nourish and bring up children, perpetuating and
disseminating the principles whose propagation is our gpecial denominational
work. 1t is by no means our duty to establish a post wherever a congrega-
tion can be gathered. Many who are glad for the time to hear a. Congrega-
tional minister may be so attached to other systems that their permanent
adhesion to our body is not to be anticipated, and if, as is frequently the case,
a whole neighbourhood is ecclesiastically pre-occupied, we are under no obli-
gation to supply its lack of preaching. The responsibility for any existing
destitution lies at other doors than ours. A locality where there is a nucleus
of pious Congregationalists and an impenitent population to work upon is an
inviting post, so is a place where there is religious destitution and prevailing
ungodliness though we have no brethren there; our towns and cities are good
pusts because of the Jarge unconverted element always to be found in them,
and indeed wherever there is ¢ much people ”” not ecclesiastically attached,
we may fairly hope to succeed. Have we not sometimes broken ground
where strength and permanence could hardly be hoped for ? To harpoor a
whale with a durning needle is to have some hold of him no doubt, but there is
little probubility of the finny mooster being finully secured by such slender
means. It is quite idle for us to hope for any considerable number of pros-
elytes from other desominations. QOccusionally one may come to us from
conviction of the greater scripturaloess of our system, and another from dis-
content and love of changze, but for the most part they will stick to their own
religious home. And we ought to be willing that they should do so. We
should scorn to build up Congregativnal churches at the expense of other
denominations, even though we covsider they are uuscriptural in some of
their principles and practices. 'We ought to aim and may reasonably expeet
to exert a leavening influence on other Kcclesiustical systems. There is
raason to think that we have already done much good in this way, and we
wmay fairly hope for future usefulness in this direction, but it is easier to con-
vert a sinner than a saint from the error of his ways, a more hopeful task to
change the skin of the Ethiopian or the spots of the leopard, than the opin-
jons of a bred and born Presbyterian, or a dyed-in-the-wool Methodist. Let
us give up the idea which has certainly in some cases delusively eaptivated
us, that we can ecclesiastically revolutionize neighbourhoods where other
systems are firmly rooted, and be content so far as other bodies are concerned,
t0 inoculate blossoms with a sprinkling of Congregational pollen, to insinuate
a bud beneath the bark now and then, or mayhap to do a little whip-grafting.
But in planting Mission churches, let us deal with the primeval forest, and
the unclaimed wilderness, where there is material and scope for our work.

2. We can better work our Mission field by holding our ground more deter-
minately when we have once taken possession of it.  We cannot be too Calvin-
istic in our practice in this respect, but should carry out unalterable election
and saint’s perseverance most thoroughly. We ought never to tuke up a post
except in the belicf that the Master calls us to do so, and once convinced
ou this point, we should act out the negro’s definition of perseverance * luy
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hold, keep hold, hold fast, hang to it, and never let go””  The speedy retire-
ment of our Missionaries from points concerning which they scnt most san-
guine reports to the Committee at the beginning, argues cither want of judg-
ment at the start, or want of encrgy and patience further along.  We ought
not to be soon daunted at difficulties. T'hese will infallibly arise in connec-
tion with every effort to do good, and to flee when they present themselves,
is, in most cnses, to “ give place to the devil.” Our eagerness to get self:
supporting churches, occassioned in a great measure by the policy unfortu-
nately adopted and most tenaciously clung to by the Colonial Missionary
Society, has been very mischevious in ita influence. Gourds and mushrooms
may be grown in a night, but not ouks and cedars. A village of balloon houses
and shaoties may be built in a day, but not a Rome of stone edifices. It
often takes half or three-quarters of a life-time to make a business on whose
avails the merchant can retire, and out of which he can get a fortune to
bequeath to his posterity. Need we wonder if it is a work of years to build
up a charct into independence and self-waintenance ?  Is it an unwise
expenditure of capital and labour for a quarter or even half a century, which
results in the establishment of a church that shall be fraitful of spiritual and
eternal blessing to generations yet unborn, and continue its useful carcer down
to the end of time? Much may be done by patient plodding, and among
other lessons to which we need to apply ourselves this presents itself as of
no small importance : “learn to lubour and to wair.”

3. By taking means to develope more administrative ability in our Mission.
ary Pastors. On ounr system, very much, foo much indeed, depends on the
Pustor, in the practical management of church affairs. Tuaeoretically he is
reduced to a sufficiently humble position, but actually he is the hub of the
wheel, or to speak more elegantly, the centre of influence and power. Inour
town and city churches, there are usually to be found men and women of
intelligence and experience who can act the part of Aquilla and Priscilla to
the young Apollos, but these valuable helpers are seldom to be found in our
Missionary churches. Very soon it may be after the Missionary Pastor’s
settlement some perplexing question arises, with which he docs not know
how to deal : he is without guide, rule, precedent, or adviser; nevertheless
the case must be dealt with, and he must do his best. That best may prove
a well-meant blunder, but the blunder is mightier than the meotive that
impelled it, and sorsetimes out of a difficulty very simple at first, a tangled
web of trouble contes to be woven, in the midst of which the young and inex-
perienced minister finds himself very much like a caught fly,—legs and wings
disabled,—and all power of movement gone. It is easier to state this want
than to provide for its removal. We greatly need some recognized modes or
rules of procedure—or if these do no square with our notions of Indepen-
dency,—records of cases like those constantly consulted and appealed to by
lawyers and physicians, which might serve as a guide in perplexing circum-
stances. Lawyers and physicians have their rules of practice—recorded
methods of procedure and approved preseriptions, yet there is over them no
authority by which their liberty of judgment and action is infringed, and they
could not well do without the guides and helps just named. It is not often
a case arises which is not to be found in the books. Qur young Pastor is
not thus furnished. He has indeed the one book. But how are its princi-
ples to be applied in given circumstances? If some way could be found to
furnish Missionary pastors with a higher degree of administrative talent, it
would contribute not a little to their efficiency and success.
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4. The adoption of a modified itineraney. There mmnst be some clearly
perceived advantage about this feature in the Methodist economy or it would
not be so persistently maiuntained. T have long been of opinion that its chief
value is in connection with Missionary stations and youngz wministers. New
fields of labour have often very disheartening features, and it requires wore
sturdy stuff than most of us are made of to combat them for an indefinite
period.  The truest horse wearies of a succession of dead pulls, and the bravest
soldier tires of charging time and again an unyielding column. Variety is
pleasing. even though it be an exchange of one class of difficulties for another.
When your toil seems like that of Sisyphus, it is a relicf to exchange it for
work of another sort. Morcover difficulties that will not yield to gne ageney
may be overcome by another. These and like facts go very far to explain
the philosophy of itineracy, and its strong hold on the different bodics of
which Methodism is eomposed. I believe that we push the principle of
permanent pastorates to an extreme, while our Methodist brethren do the
same with the itinerate principle. Old established causes wiil flourish best
under settled and permanent pastoral supervision ; new stations will, in my
opiniun, grow into self susientation more vapidly under the other plan. As
it is, we have very frequent changes without the rezularity of a system pro-
viding for them. Weak churches are often bereft of pastors under circunm-
stances that cause uncertainty as to the future, and so the weakness is increased.
Svme plan of Evaungelistic itinerancy to be succeeded in due time by a per-
manent pastorate, would if well wrought, infuse much vigour into our Missivn-
ary operations. And what Seriptural objection can be urged against this?
May 1t not be justified by the precept, * do the work of an vangelist?”
Did time permit it would not be dificult to show other advantages in a plan
of this kind beside those already hinted at: such as the opportunity thus
furnished for gathering lessons of experience, the casy mode supplied of ter-
minating an incompatible alliance between pastor and people,and the develop-
ment of tulent that would hardly be drawn forth on the permanent pastorate
plan. The last named advantage can be illustrated and demonstrated by the
case of a leading Methodist minister, who in the stage of development the
“ Country Parson ” calls “vealy ”” had thoughts of joining our body, but
was wisely dissuaded frcm so dving, and advised to connect himself witha
denomination where he could itinerate, and with the help of frequent change
of station both apply his mind to study and gradually conquer his mental
defeets and eradities.  The success of the individual now referred to, proves
what may be done in like circumstances. The permanent pastorate for
developed winisters and churches, and the itinerancy for the vaw material, is
1 believe the course of sound wisdom. If it be asked how on our plan of
church government this can be managed, the reply will be found in the next
calegorical answer to the question under consideration, viz :

5. By semi-presbyterial * supervision of Mission churches. T have pur-
pusely expressed this idea in language fitted to awaken the suspicion of heresy
and ipnovation. Pure Congregationalisia and Missionary Comumittees can hardly

* Scveral respected brethren on hearing the above paper were anxious that some
other term should be substituted for « semi-presbyterial.” On reflection, I not only see
no cause to nlter it, but almost repent having in any way apolopized for its use. Are
not our Presbyterian brethren at least kalf right?  Aud is it not a fuct that Presbyterics
claim to exercise both a parental and a judicial supervision over congregations? What-
ever may be said about the judicial, I for one certainly believe in the pnren\i‘x;l, {xt any

F
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be made to square with each other. Call it what you will, there is a certain
supervision of Missionary churchies, which, accustomed to eall a spade a spade,
rather than & modern manual implement of husbandry, I have designated
semi-presbyterial. The outery agaiust this on the ground that the youngest
and smallest Congregational church is necessarilyinvested with all the functions
and prerogatives of the oldest and largest church, has vastly more of sound
than sense in it. As well might a male infunt when able to talk, or befure,
claim all the rights of manhood. The Bible recognises an infantile Christian
and church condition :—there is babyhood in Christ as well as perfect man-
hood in Christ : there is also Church infancy as well as churcl maturity. A
babe is to be fed with milk, to be swaddled, nursed, carried, and trained, all
of which a man should be able ‘o do without. A child is under tutors and
governors. While under age, a son is no better than a servant though he be
prospectively lord of all. How it interferes with independency to recoguize
and act upon these facts, I cannot see. Is it very heretical to regard semi-
Presbyterianism as adapted to the juvenile church state, and Independeucy
as only suited to the manly church state? Are not those New Testament
arrangements which were made for ¢ the perfecting of the saints, for the work
of the ministry, and for the edifying of the hody of Christ, till we all come in
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,unto a pes feet
man unto the measure of the stature of the Milness of Christ,—that we hence-
forth be no more children,”—meant to be taken as precedents by us, or have
no churches been infantile and juvenile but those of apostolic times ? Is it
unreasonable to contend that while churches hang on the breast of the Mis-
sionary Society, they should be in some degree under the management of the
dry nurse ?  What are the facts 2 Are not these some of them; that left to
themselves without any outside advice or guidance, they are often like the
poor babes in the wood, and after a smiling, hopeful start, soon get bewildered,
weary, and faint, pick berries for a while, and at last are found dead beneath
the leaves? Why may not the Missionary Society sustain a parental or
guardian relation to such churches until they gain ability to do for them-
selves 7 How often after a brief seitlement does the pastor of a Missionary
church in the exercise of his untrammeled Independeney resign, and leave the
few poor sheep in the wilderness, in the exercise of their untrammeled Inde-
pendency to get another pastor as best they may, meantime having no pros-
pect even of a trausient pulpit supply. Weakness is thus made paralysis,
which though in many cases galvanized into life again, kas ended in cowna,
and demise. If there be heresy in these views there is heresy in the practice
of having Missionary Committees, for it only needs that their supervision be
recognized so far as to provide for vacancies, advise in difficulties, and be an
umpirage in case of disputes, to accomplish all now urged. The supervisivn
for which I plead in the infantile church state, to be followed by the council
system in the adult stage of church development, must supplement our Inde-
pendency or it wili always be weak and erippled.  Denowinational recognition
of this or its eqivalent is much needed at the present time.

6. More liberal support of Missionary pastors. Either by larger grants, or a
more vigorous resort to tent-making, these brethren shou.d be put in a posi-
tion to do the Lord’s work with freedom from care and perplesity as to tempo-
ral things.  Very many good people scem to think that such is the excessive
buayancy of ministeriul sonls, that they need a dead weight of solicitude to
keep them down in their proper place, a very low one, in the dust. The
church as a whole secws only to dread the ill effect of one kind of worldliness
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in a minister, that, viz, of the Jeshurun type, whereas the other kind is quite
as detrimental to piety and usefulness. One way or another we should aim
to make Agurs of our missionary pastors. If the missionary exchequer will
not do this, we should encourage them to self-help either with head orhands.
—The tent-making minister is in the direct line of succession from the great-
est of the apostles. .

7. Revival efforts.  There is a species of revival whith both in means and
result, is altogether of men, there is also a revival which alike in means and
rvesults is of God. Let us discriminate between a spurious and genuine reli-
gious excitement, and while we dread and deprecate the one, hail and covet
the other. Do we believe that direct means for the revival of religion are
Seriptural and may be expected to be crowned with Divine suocess? In
other words have we faith in special prayer; in the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit; in the power of truth 3 in the co-operation of believing wen and
women, to prevail with God, and be useful to man? If we have, let us show
our faith by vur works. While doubtless we should ali hail a blessed revival
scason that eame direct from a Sovercign God, are we ready to give the Lord
no rest until Le arise and make Jerusalem a praise in the carth? Itisa
matter of thankfuluess that Jehovah does when 1t pleases Him send times of
refieshing from lis presence,—il he did not how much more barren our souls
and our churches would be, but ¥le is also a prayer-hearing God, who wili
for all these things be enquired of by the house of Israel to dv it for them.
Some of onr most vigorous Missionary churches were cradled and nurtured
by revivals, and oh ! how they would all grow and thrive under such ¢ showers
of blessing !”

More pertinent and important than all other replies to the question before
ug is this one, that with more fuith, love, prayer, and zeal, our Mission ficlds
would be better wrought, and yield a richer increase. In the promotion of
revivals on their several fields of labour, adjucent Missionary pastors may
advantageously co-operate. Among the precious memories of our departed
brother Climie, was his readiness to engage in such efforts, and his useful-
ness in so doing.  Now that he is surrounded by the glorified fruits of miuis-
terial toil on earth, think you that he regrets those extra lubours, or that any
of us, will repent of similar efforts when he that soweth and he that reapeth
shall rejuice together in the skies? Without specifying measures, or wulti-
plying words on this point, at once so vital and so obvious; permit measa
concluding word affectivnately to conjure you, my brethren, to take up and
press :‘m the mercy seat the fervent petition:— “ O Lorp revive Tay
WORK !

HOW CAN A CHURCH BEST WORK ITS OWN FIELD?
BY THE REV. R, LEWIS, OF LANARK, ONTARIO.

Few questions could be of more importance to our churches than this—
apparently a simple question to answer, yet containing muny points wherein
Christian wen very materially differ io opinion. )

The weans above all others will ever be the ¢ preaching of the Word,’—
divinely appointed, it shall continue to break up the * fullow ground.”  The
Ploughshare of truth must upturn the down-trodden souls, must uproot the
natural and spontancous outgrowth of the evil, and overturning the werthless,
prepare the ground of the heart for the good sced of the kingdom, that shall
spring up aad bear fruit “some an hundred fold, sume sixty, some thirty.”
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But muny fields (for Christian labour) lie fallow, not so much to reeruit
wasted energies in the cause of God, as from an utter aversion on the part of
Christian men to active and self-denying labour.

In this lamentable condition will ne found many a field, where there is much
outward show and apparent regard for the proprieties of religion. There a
respect is shown to the Christian ministry, in fact it is expected that preach-
ing is to accomplish the whole work. Great care is tuken in selecting an
intelligent and competent preacher; having obtained a suitable man, such
churches sit down and wait to see their churches filled up by the power of the
Gospel, or more truly speaking by the eloquence and intelligence of their
minister. They think when their pecuniary obligations are met, that no more
should be expected of them, especially if they have heard their pastor once
cach Sabbath

Others, a devout class of men, have little sympathy with the last named,
and are actuated mainly by their feelings; they want no prosy, doetrinal
preaching, no controversies, nothing to make men think; all they want is
feeling.  “ Zeal and feel 7 is their test. With them, earnestness, in itself
important, is everything. They would set all to praying, feeling, acting, and
converting sinuers; but not to thinking, reading and meditation, that all
wight exeel in knowledge.

‘Then many have strong feelings in reference to the special type of doetrine
that pastors are to preach ; to please them, pastors must find election and re-
probation in every text, or they do not declare the whole counsel of God. T
please athers, the freedom of the will must be taught from passages treating
only of the sovereigaty of grace. Aund to please others, these points must
be reconciled, so that no difficulty need exist in any mind. These difficultics
are found in every Christian community,—and in almost every Christian
church,—so that the same pastor is now charged with preaching one extreme
of doctrine and then another. We well remember an occasion when an cxcel-
lent brother on a Sabbath morning, won for himself a goud degree, in the
estimation of a connaisseur of sound doctrine, for a masterly sermon on the
doctrine of election, who in the evening of the same day, in the estimate of
the same party, lost all his Jaurels by dwelling too strongly on ¢ whosoever will.”
The best course, we submit, for one in such circumstances, is to be wiscly
deaf. Vet we are compelled to say, would that all remembered that while the
divine sovereignty is, *“ excellent in working,”” as well as * wonderful in coun-
sel”” that it never can be aplea for idleness, ¢ or a refuge for those who are
plainly unskillful in the word of righteousness;”’ aund that it never was in-
tended to interfere with the broadest proclamations of a full ard free salvation.
Yea, rather that it should give assurance to the faithful preacher, that he shall
not labour in vain or spend his strength for naught.

But while the preaching of the Gospel stands first as a means to bring men
to Christ, the exigencies of the present day caunot be met by the Sabbath
services of any, or of all the existing Christian organizations, though they meet
ever so regularly for public services, and to give instruction in the things of
God. Other means may and ought to be employed to accomplish the glorious
object of the world’s salvation. These means when they are of the right kimd
will be valuable auxiliaries to the success of the Gospel. .

To the consideration of some of these means we accord the principal place
in this paper. It is admitted that ¢ every one of us shall give an account of
himself to God ;” and it is also admitted that the efficiency. of each Christian
church ig the sum of the activity of the individual wembers of each church.
Hence we shall throughiout enforce the necessity of individual exertion.

2
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To cach church is entrusted a portion of work for the spiritual benefit of
man, the only limits to these efforts being the capability to labour and the oppor-
tunities presenting. Christians, however, seem to have acquired the idea that
churches have been established for their special benefit, where surrounded by
cevery comfort they may enjoy, the ordinances of the Lord’s house. And then
while thanking the Great Giver of every good and perfect gift, they do not
forget to felicitate themselves upon the great things they have accomplished
in founding a church, and in erecting an elegant and commodious place of
worship. Forgetting all the while that their engagements to the Lord have
far wider relations, and that they should take steps, earnest, active steps, to
fill the-house they have built for the Lord, and to labour especially for the
salvation of souls. h

There are two aspeets from which to view the subject. 18t. In relation to
those who attend the means of grace. 2nd. In reference to the outlying nou-
attending portion of the community.

Fivst. In reference to those who attend pudlic worship. Of these there
ought to be a much larger number brought into the church. This responsi-
bility rests upon the whole church, not merely upon the official members.
That a church may be thoroughly efficient, the pastor must “ be a good soldier
of Jesus Christ,” and the deacons “men of honest report, full of the Holy
Ghost and wisdom.” With such “bishops and deacons™ sustained by a pious
membership, no church would long remain inert.

For a church to fulfil her mission there must be,

1. An cffort to promote spirituality amongst its members. The spirit of
worldliness that exists is a great hinderance to Christian progress. It is
utterly impossible for any church to prosper while the spirit of devotion Jan-
guishes, and while its members are only half in earuest, either as regards their
own spiritual growth, or indifferent whether the word of truth has ¢ free
course” or not. “To be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded
is life and peace.

2. It is the duty of the church to seek out the varied talents of all its
members, and to assign to each his proper work, e. g., some have an aptitude
amoungst the young, some for visiting the sick ; others have a kind of naturai
shrinking from such duties but are ready to do anything to improve the place
of worship. This disposition-is not tobe despised, but cherished, directed and
used for God’s glory.

By wo means lose the influence or ability of any by allowing talent to
remain “‘ wrapped up in a napkin,” or wasted by assigaing work for which
parties are unqualified.

3. The Sabbath School can be made # most fruitful field of labour. God
has everywhere honoured it, but we have not by any means brought it to that
degree of cfficiency of which it is susceptible.

Many parties from au abundance of other labours, cannot give their
attention and time to this work. In other places teachers are irrcgular in
their attendance and the school suffersin consequence. Members of churches,
as a whole, take little interest in, and seldom visit the Sabbath School. Often
it is left to be conducted by a few young and inexperienced persons.

Iow much of the lack of interest in the school itself, and the always recur-
ring difficulty, the loss of the elder scholars, are attributable to the cold indif-
ference of Christian men and women toward this work and labour of love.

We know of no department of Christian labour that has yieided such
blessed fruit, or where there is a sorer prospect of speedy returns for self
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denying effort. The Sabbath School should hold a front rank ia the efforts of
every church. It is a fit auxiliary to the teaching of Christian parents, and a
blessed means of grace to children whose parcots have not learned Christ.

Indeed were the church as far as possible to devote a part of the Sabbath
to the study of the Word of Life, divided into classes for mutual conference
concerning the truth of the Gospel, it would, we believe,bring out much of the
teaching talent of the church, and prevent the youth of both sexes from
thinking they are too old to learn.

4. No church can be up to its duty, that does not respond to those efforts
of a semi-religious character that in this age are so essential to stem the tide
of evil, and which make men better citizens, if not better Christians. We
hold decidedly that the day has come for every church to be fully committed
to the cause of Zotal Abstinence.

The principle divinely inspired should now prevail,—¢“If meat make my
brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth.” How great
the necessity when we consider the terrific results attending the use of intoxi-
cating drinks. How has it proved a curse from Noah down to the present !
How has it brought mischief and disgrace upon the churches of Christ! How
has it degraded many promising and prominent ministers of the Gospel !
How has it brought ruin upon thousands of church members year after
year! How has it ruined its tens of thousands who but for it, would be
prosperous and happy Christians ; but who have sunk lower and lower in sin
till they have at length filled the drunkard’s grave, leaving that terrible
sentence to be pondered, “ No drunkard shall inherit the kingdom of heaven!”’
—Christian men ! specially Christian ministers! ! speak out upon this
monster evil. If you cannot save those who have been addicted to strong
drink, take hold of the young and save them.

5. Another means of usefulness is, to be prayerfully watchful of the effect
of the word upon the unconverted.

Sometimes the word of truth may be spoken with more than usual energy
and point, and may be specially suitable to some in the congregation. 1f
Christiaos in such eases, without merely hearing for others, were to agree to
ask of the Lord that the word spoken might have ¢ free course,”” who
can tell but that a rich and effectual blessing might be poured out on the
church and the whole field of labour? Atsuch a time, 2 word from an earnest
Christian to some anxious and tender heart, might change the whole current
of life. Then as regards “ the stranger,” notice him, speak to him, welcome
him, without waiting for that piece of worldly formality, an introduction.

An emiaent pastor has said “To worship in the same sanctuary should be
sufficicnt introduction to Christ's ¢ friends.””” How many young men and
women too wight have been saved from a life of sin, had Christians spoken
kindly to them as they met them iu the house of God ! .

6 By all means labour for and expect the conversion of the young. Chris-
tians have singular views on this point. Why wait until evil habits are
formed? Why not seek early tolead the children toJesus? Should they not
be held, as one remarked, ¢“as in a state of expectancy, as prospective
members, as having a special relation to the Christian church ?”

Do not Christian parents forget, that the promise is ¢“to you and your
children?” We fear also through an excessive tenderness for the feelings of
some dear brethren, many churches keep the subject of Infant Baptism too
much out of sight; is not this a mistake? Are there not too many Christian
parcats who do not sufficiently realize the relations and obligations into which
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they cuter, as they present their children for baptism ? They often regard it
as a matter of form, and are “glad when it is over;” while they ought to
think, how shall we best fulfil our duties? bow shall we best perform our vows,
and bring up “ this child for the Lord 2”” Were this responsibility felt as it
ought to be, might we not expect that the children would earlier give them-
selves to the Lord ? .

7. Then in reference to special services, is there not among us an excessive
dread of being thought revivalists?

We cannot approve of many of the efforts that are ostensibly made for the
conversion of men. But do we not go to the opposite extreme? We think
that the appointment by each church of occasional seasons of humiliation and
prayer, would be attended with blessed results upon the churches, and their
fields of labour. Yet we look upon such services principally from the point of
expediency, because, above every other means to ensure the healthy activity
of a church,, is the constant, habitual assembling together for prayer. This
is the touch-stone by which to test the life of any church. Let a church be
faithful in this respect, and it will preclude the necessity for what are called
“ special services.”

We say then, the church that diligently seeks to watch and fight, and
pray, cannot be an unfaithful church. Where such a state exists Zion will
travail in birth—sinners will be born again. Such a church will be as ““a
fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well, whose branches run over a
wall; ”” and would not long content itself with the work within, but would
right earnestly turn towards them that are without. That is

Secondly. o reach the non-attending portion of the community, and to
Lring them under the influence of the Gospel.

We do not mean to say that even every earnest effort shall be crowned with
success. For the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.”
But we do say, that efforts earnestly put forth for Christ shall not lose their
reward. The history of the church and the declaration of God’s word, prove
that God blesses those most who labour most, and most wisely in His service.
T'his cannot be denied, and ought, with en unlimited atonement, and the pro-
mise of a faithful God, to sav= to the uttermost whosoever believeth, to give to
cach individual Christian an irresistible desire to take part in every effort ; and
to be an humble instrument in swelling that great multitude that no man can
number.

Then let every Christian awake to his duty, and no longer think that he
can work by proxy. No man can pay another to speak the word that he
should speak himself. To reach the wanderers, there must be special effort
on their behalf, systematic effort, not necessarily of an imposing churacter,
least of all by pandering to a vitiated taste in conforming worship to the
whims of godless men, or the silly fancies of those who would symbolize
every act of worship. The most powerful influences are often the least demon-
strative. The simplest word accompanied with evident sincerity, is more
effective than the most eloquent address when the shadow of insincerity is
suspected, and more convincing than the most elaborate arguments.

"o influence the non-attending portion of the community, there must be
no relaxation of those christian exercises that tend to keep alive the flame of
love. Yea, to be truly successful in this department of effort, there is need
of double diligence and watchfulness over the heart.

The reasov, or one reason, that no more is accomplished in reclaiming the
g 11less, as far as we can see, is the terrible inconsisteacy of professing Chris-
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tiang. The world is oflen correct in its estimate of what a Christian ought to
be, and Christians as often wrong in their estimate of what is required of them.
A very few points must suffice in this connection.

1. Christian men should be Christian men in their business, doing all things
for the glory of God. If they would have the prosperity of Christ’s kingdoni
at heart, specially in their own sphere, they must be above reproach. Few
things damage a church more than the inconsistency of professing Christians
in matters of business, when they are grasping and avaricious. The correct
rule is plain : * not slothful in business, serving the Lord.”

2. Christian men should countenance every effort that tends to elevate the
people. It may not be possible for them to engage in every Christian effort.
They may not in every respect feel as deeply as others towards some plans of
usefulness, but they need not discourage those who are more earnest than
themselves. There certainly should be a cordial support of every effort that
even tends to bring men under the sound of the Gospel, rather than expres-
sions only filted to damp the ardor of earnest workers. low often has it been
said of many of these efforts, < It is of no use,”'— You may as well lct them
alone.””  Christians should remember that had they been ¢ let alone,” they
would still have been ¢ in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.”

3. To reach all the non-attending portiouns of the community, the workers
must nnderstand their grovnd ; as far as possible a definite number of families
should be alloted to each, and that without their work being trampeted abroad.
To succeed in this work there must be system without ostentution, or the
semblance of it. ’

4. The church must show an interest in the welfare of the ungodly.—But
how few do this wisely! It is often doue officiously, in such a manner as
unwittingly to induce a comparison with believers, to convince the non-pro-
fessing what sioners they are. This can never be a successful mode of bring-
ing men to Christ. But let a man realize that a sinner is going down to hell,
and with the carnestness of one saving a drowning man, go to the sinner; and
though he may not be able to say more than ¢ Friend! I am concerned for
your salvation ;” such a word would be more likely to win a way to the sin-
ner’s heart, than an hours talk about the generalities of religion.

But we must not rigidly preseribe rules or boundaries for the esercise of
individual gifts. Christians should be brought to realize their responsibility,
to feel that every man is their brother, and fellow traveller to eternity.
Though as we have said, some aic unwise in the manner in which they speak
to others concerning personal religion, greater sin lies at the door of those
who never speak at all.

One word about what is being done. In ourlarger cities and towns, much
has been aceonplished through the organization of mission churches, and by
visitation from house to house. Yet wesubmit with all deference, whether it
would not be better in most cases, to drop the word “mission”” for some desig-
nation equally appropriate, that would not give offence to the ear or eye of
those for wkom the effort is made. However Christians may think of these
parties, depend upon it, they do not by any means think themselves heathen.
A short expressive text of scripture upon the eatrance, if an appropriate name
could not be agreed upon, would be more ioviting. Then let a few earnest
workers make that place their home, contented to labour for souls, though they
should seldom or never hear their favourite preacher; and with a neat and
com‘ortable place 'of worship, free from the “style’ of many city churches,
we think that many more would be drawa to hear the Word of Life.
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The greatest attractions te nearly all classes to attend Christian worship
are good, hearty, soul-inspiring singing, fervent prayer, and plain, earnest
discourses that present the Gospel faithfully, and from the fulness of a heart
that has felt, and feels its power.

Lectures on fanciful themes, and essays on popular subjects can find
a more appropriate place in the lecture hall of literary institutions than
in the sacred desk. Not that we deery these lectures, or wish to
separate the poor from the rich in Divine worship, by providing places
of worship for each class—God forlid. We hold, emphatically, that in
the house of God all men are equal, so far as worldly position is con-
cerned. For God looketh not upon the outward appearance, .but upon
the hearts. .

Yet as men do muke distinctions, and often the poor are most ready
to make them, by giving place to their superiors in worldly rank, let
such a course be adopted as shall least isolate the classes and render
them least obnoxious to one another.

In respeet to smaller towns, villages and country districts, we eonsider
that it is well nigh, if not quite as difficult, to induce the non-attending
to come to the house of God as it is in the cities and large towus.
Their hearts are the same evil hearts, and are as prolific in excuses as
those in the cities.

Furthermore, these professcdly adhere, to a greater extent, to one or
other of the prevailing sects, and generally, when least pious, are most
particular not to attend avy other church than their own.

Then many are so fur from places of worship that they easily, and too
often, fall into a carcless habit.  We fear that a great number, if not
the majority of professing Christians are at this moment incurring fearful
responsibilities in the slackness with which they expect even their owo
households to attend the means of grace, while their wretched example
does more to harden men in sin, and to keep the godless from attending
public worship than any other cause outside of the sinner’s own heart.

Were Christians awake to act, as well as o fecl, that they are their
“ Lrother’s keeper,” that to bring the careless under the influence of the
Gospel they must individually cowmend the Gospel by example and a
prayerful and earnest solicitude for them that are without, then would we
look for the dawning of that day when all shall know the Lord. Ire that
day shull come what conquests shall be made for Christ! Alveady glorious
victories have been achieved, but what are these compared with what ought
to be expected, and with what the Church of Christshall yet achieve? Oh!
that the sense of individual responsibility may so take hold of Christians in
this Duminion, and throughout the world, that they may be able no longer to
negleet the duty of individual efforts for individual salvation.

Were each impressed with the necessity of this dndividualism of effort
we should soon begin to prove the trath of the words of that prince of
pastors, the late James of Birminghaw, that « all that is wanted, under
Gud's blessing, for the world’s conversion to Christ is un enrnest ministry
and an earncet church.”” Then, brethren,

“Go, labour on, while it is day ;
The world’s dark dight is hastening on;
Speed, speed the work—cast sloth away !
It is not thus that souls are won.
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¢ Men die in darkness at your side,
Without  hope to cheer the tomb;
Talie up the torch, and wave it wide—
The torch that lights time's thickest gloom.

‘Toil on—faint not—keep watch and pray!
Be wise, the erring soul to win ;
Go forth into the world's highway,
Compel the wanderer to come in,”

THE COMPATIBILITY OF ECCLESIASTICAYL FEDERATION
WITH FREEDOM.
BY THE REV. J. McEWAN STOTT, M.4A.
[Preached in Chapel Street Chapel, Blackbura.)

The subjoined extract, from a discourse by the Rev. J. M. Statt, of Black-
burn, England, whose presence at the meeting of the Union in Kingston
last year, is so pleasantly remembered by us, will be perused with interest and
profit by all our readers, and especially by those of them who had the privi-
fege of forming a personal acquaintance with him.

The text upon which the discourse was founded, was

Acts xv, 6.—The Apostles and elders came together io consider of the matter.

Reading over these words and the whole connected Seripture, we are, as
it were, walking over the scene of an ancient battlefield. Long since its clamours
have died away, but still the struggle was an all-important one, so that the
memory of it is of present and undying interest to us all. It was a vital matter
that thus was settled. It was not mevely the present harmony of the church
rather was it the history of the church throughout all coming time. The decision
of this couneil was a deliverance on the very pature of the Gospel irself. The
decision was of the catholic sort, It was manifestly the mind of the Iluly Ghost,
even a8 it was the united judgment of the Apostles. It was signifieantly declared
that eternal life hangs upon no other condition than the simple une of faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ; that ceremonialism has served its purpose; that saerifice
is ended ; that we have but Christ, and yet that having Him, alike as individual
Christiang and in our collective capacity as ehurches, we are perfect and com-
plete, wanting nothing, These few words must suffice as to the immediate pur-
pose and blessed result of this first couneil.

We proceed now to notice in the second place, that around this council, itself
convened to terminate controversy, a fierce and long protracted conflict has
been waged. It has been very much as the citadel for the possession of which
all the different sections of the church militant have contended the one against
the other. This meeting of the Apostles and elders, with the brethren at Jeru-
enlem, has been taken as the original, the justifying precedent of the councils of
the Romish Church ; of Episcopalian Convocatiou and Congress ; of Presbyterian
Synod and Assembly ; of Wesleyan Conference; and of Congregational Union.
Fully to discuss this mutter were for us to go into the large, the almost endless
question of the distinctive polity and order of all these different churches. Such.
however, is very fur from our intention. Tiie sole interests for which we are
presently concerned, are—Ilst—to show that rone of these different communities
caun arrogate to themselves as their peculiar possession, this primirive Apostolic
council ; and 2nd—to rebut su far as we muy the charge of inconsistency with
which we Congregationalists wre assailed when we federnte ourselves into our less
pretentious district assvosiations, or when we go up in full numbers, and aggre-
;‘:‘:;tzid strength, to the meetings of the Congregational Union of England and

ales.

1st, then—No Christian community can claim this so-called first council as its
peculiar beritnge and possession. When we consider of it clusely we find that
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it differs in several marked particulars from all the councils these churches con
stitute, from all the assemblies they convene. In each of these, in all of them
there may be venerable men, wise men, men of deep piety, men of ex’unsive
learning, men of large experience, men of great practical ability. As being
possessed of these qualities, these men severally approve themselves partakers of
the Holy Ghost. But still, with all this, with all these measures of spiritual en-
dowment, pre-eminent wisdom and Christian charity combined, they are not equal
to the presence and the power of this first council. There were giants in thase
days. There were Apostles present in that council. They had powers we do
not possess. They could do what it were not merely impudent but impious for
us to pretend to. We may do our best to order our councils and assemblies after
the worthiest fashion. We may combine in them the most unfettered discussion
of vexed questions, with the most earnest prayer and supplication~for Divine
guidance. But, with all this, we know nothing for certain. The thorough
understanding of the whole matter may not have been reached. The perfect lot
upon it which heaven alone can give may not have been obtained. Imperfection
in the council, imperfection impossible of being detected, even after the moat
serupuluus care, may have prevented the fulfilment of our petition. No council,
therefore, can claim for itself, or should have necorded to it by others, the notion
of infallibility. This first was the only infailible council. It was held; but
new the times are changed.  These men have passed away. Not even has their
office been continued. No, this council was held, but the like of it has never
been—can never be held again,

2ndly—This council was an exceptional one in the Apostolic history. We
read in the Acts of the Apostles of but one council. If any other had been held
I think we should have heard of it. It seems strange, however—decidadly
against the latter usages of the Church—that it should have heen so, The ques-
tion of a2 modified Judaism, to be imposed upon the Gentile converts, was decided
by this council in the negative. But this matter thus set at rest, there wus
another great and growiog evil which claimed and called for adjudication. If
Judaism had ¢ waxen old and was ready to vanish away,’ then all the more might
it have been left to itselt. Philosophy, however, was living. It was rife with
all the enthusiasm of its youth. It was not merely destroying superstition. Tt
gave its colouring to the truth. It questioned some of it. It gave exaggerated
and distorted representations of other portions of it. It rejected its simplicity.
It despired the cross. Instead of seeking to save the sinful, it sought but to
gratify the curions. Instead of resting on the facts, and seeking their establish-
ment by accumulated evidence, and impregnable argument, it gave way to fancy,
followed erratic courses, pried into mysteries, tried to esplain the Godhead, busied
itseif with Christ’s second appearing instead of seeking to exhaust the infinite
meaning and significancy of the first; and thus relying on itself, seeking to be
* wise abuve what was written,” it departed from the truth, and, even from the
very first. gave manifest tokens of its tendency to consummate a * mystery of
iniquity,” whose end with all who embraced it could only be that they should be
aceursed of God, * consumed with the spirit of IIis mouth, and destroyed with the
brightness of His coming” Why not then another council, in view of the pre-
sent working, and against all the prospective mischief of Gnosticism? Why not
anather council? We know not why. No reason is given us. All we do know
is that the evil was there, even while the Apostles were still alive, and yet that
no Apostolic council was convened to deal with it. Is this the fact, or is it not:?
1f it be the fact then, what is the inference? Surely it can be none other than
thia: the fewer the councils, the better ; the best thing is that the Church be free.

3rdly.—In connection with this matter, let it be remembered that the reference
was voluntarily made by the Church of Antioch. If any might have used the
power of interference and euntrol, it was these Apostles; appointed as they were
on 1he ane hand to the preaching of the gospel, and the instituting of churches,
while, on the other, they felt themselves filled with all fullness of inspiration. So
it was—and yet, as though their mission was but-to be “ensamples” to the
flock, and not lords over God’s heritage—these men were very far from arrogating



FEDERATION AND FREEDOM. 65

to themselves pre-eminence, from federnting themselves into a standing council
of reference, whether for the systematising and authoritative declaration of the
truth necessary to be believed, or for the arbitrament of nil differences among
und between the churches. They did not do this on any ground; not on the
ground of prerogative, and still less on that of expediency. They did not
come together and say, the truth is imperilled; the pame of Christ is dishon-
oured ; the Church is disgraced; the coming of the kingdom is hindered by
these unseemly differences and divisions: we really must call these Antio-
chian brethren to account, and to order. No; there was nothing of this sort.
The message went up to Jerusalem of successful ministry, of great awnken-
ing, of manifold conversion down in_ Antioch. It rejoiced the majority of the
brethren. But some, poor busy-bodies were there, with the least of Christ’s
apirit in them ; these talked nbout the matter, criticised it, applied their own
little mensures and minds to it, and so condemned it. They met together ; they
took action upon the matter; they appointed a deputation and sent it ro the
Church. Not so the Apostles. These kept themselves to themselves till they
weve asked. They had their own thoughts on the matter, doubtless, but they
forbore to speak them. They agreed to hear the case, or rather to diseuss the
question. Assembled with them, they gave both the contending parties full and
free audience. And then, when there had been much disputing, the Apostles,
first one and then another, gave their opinion. At the last they gathered their
united judgment into one, and so their recommendation—for it was mothing
more, went forth: a recommendation which any contumacious brethren of
churches might have refused and disobeyed ; but still a recommendation which
to all the good and the true and the faithful was equally authoritative as the
comme ndment of Christ himself.

Thus we come to notice, in the fourth place here, that the church at Jerusalem
was made account of along with the Apostles, in the reference of the Antiochian
church ; and again that the eompany of believers in Jerusalem were associated
with the Apostlesin their deliverance. The party who sent the deputation is not
quite obvions from the Seripture; but still from the analogy of all like cases, it
is almost certain that it was the vexed community that determined on sending
up to Jerusalem unto the Apostles and Elders about this question, The primary
reference was doubtless to the Apostles, yet' with them the Elders were asso-
ciated, that is, probably, in the literal signification of the term : the older and
therefore more experienced members of the Jerusalem Church. Nor is this all.
The primary reference was to the Apostles, and yet these truly great men,
discountenancing all invidious distinctions, forbearing all vain-glorious self-
assumption, freely numbered with themselves all the members of the church. In
the Epistle they sent forth, while precedence is given to those who were chief,
those who had borne the principal part in the discussion—still we have the
threefold designation—‘‘the Apostles and elders and brethren send greeting
unto the hrethren, which are of the Gentiles, in Antioch, and Syria and Cilicia.”?
The fact i, this so-called first Council was nothing other, nothing more, than a
meeting of the Jerusalem Church., It was a popular assembly. not an Apostolic
conclave. If, then, those who had no need of their advice acted thus courteously
by the people, it truly becomes us, who do have the necessity, inasmuch as we
are not wise as they were, diligently to follow the example they have set
before us.

It is a new thing in the present day, and as interesting as it is new, to see the
various communities whose practice ‘‘ hitherto has been otherwise, gradually
conforming to this more excellent way.” Our Church friends are instituting
congresses to help out the notable weakness of Convocation, and if both together
can do just next to nothing, still this is no immediate business of ours. Then,
also, it is on this very admission of the popular element that the great Wesleyan
body has been of recent years split up into its four different sections. The
Presbyteriang, too ; thongh inveterate sticklers for the old, are likewise on the
move. In their cnmp, not merely are voices raised for a revision of the standards,
but further for liberty to be accorded the people in regard to the use of a liturgy,
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and the introduction of an organ, as to the times of meeting and the order of
service—and indeed all the other details of religious worship. In these things,
we name no mere crotchet of individual men ; we speak the uttered and reiterated
opinion of a considerable and growing minority in all the different fellowshipe.
We bail the movement with delight. It is quite in the line of thore principles
for which we Congregationalists have always contended. With us, the voice of
the people is the nearest approximation we can ever hopes to have to the voice of
God. Our view is that not only may the people be allowed to decide ns to the
accessories of worship; but that with them lies the safest, the surest, the only
right and reliable arbitrament as to the essentiuls of the faith, Logic may become
sophistry. Reason may lose itself in transcendental speculation, or wander
chartless into the void of utter scepticism. Sentiment may become sacramen-
tarianism, and bow down befure images and crucifises. To stop the evil councils
may decree the truth, and anathematize the disobedient ; or again, to help their
conscious weakness these may call in the strength and vengeance of the civil
power. This course has been tried times without number; with what result
the history even of our own day can abundantly testify. As for ourselves,
however, even though the course were a success and not a pitiable failure—allaw-
ing, for instance, & solitary colonial bishop to snap his fingers in the faco of o
whole array of councils ; and so terrify even a Pan-Anglican Synod that they
durst not, after coming from the ends of the earth to do it, take the slightest overt
action upon the matter ;—I say even though if the conrse were a success and not
# failure, we should still eschew it in all its forms. Our word is, leave the thing
to the people. They may not have learning, but they have common sense.
Hungry of svul, they will speedily detect and expose, or, at the lenst, avuid the
man who gives a stone when they ask for hread. Ilaving lives to lead, and
finding it hard work for body, soul, and spirit, having difficalties to batte with
and sorrows to bear, temptations to meet and sins to be forgiven ; 2 hell to flee,
which yet seems gaping ever under their feet, and u heaven to gain,
which yet eeems very far away; they will not be Jong deceived.
They will zoon tire of the novelty which is found to be empty, of
the glare which dazzles and blinds instead of lightens.  Disgusted
at the absurdities of the eccentric, weary with the vagaries of the meve theorizer,
they will betake them where the gospel in its simplicity is preached, whether it
bie in church or chapel, or hack-street meeting house, and will still be found fluck-
ing thither, even as the doves flock to their windows.

Mr. Stott then proceeds to combat the objection which he supposes may
be urged agaiost Congregational Unions and Associations, as an infringement
of the liberty which we have in Christ. 'While contending for thewe. as
affording a valuable medium for the inter-communion of churches, he * repu-
diates the notion that this first council is the justification of those federativus
and associations which we form.”” That he finds in the example of Paul,
who, instead of standing upon his right as an Apostle, “ gave up his liberty
for a higher good ; or rather used his liberty in the duving of that to which
as a christian man he was free.”

He is strongly opposed, however, to all standing councils of reference :—

Nay, more than this, as an individual Congregationalist minister, I should never
consent (so far as I can at present see), to any outside reference of a disagreement
between me and my church, over which I was pastor. Rather should I feel it
better to seek another sphere where ministerial usefulness would not have
the disqualification of the disturbed feeling which such a state of things mnst,
from the very nature of the case, necessitate. Such is my individual view. But,
of course, it is open to athers to have a different opinion. Some do judge other-
wise. One with us, as to the repudiation of standing councils, their word is still
for arbitration in cases of difference in or between churches, Qur answer to this
is, by all means let there be arbitration, if it is desired, Our only proviso is, that
each church be left free, whether it is to follow this course or not. It may decide
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the matter for itself; without any outside reference, if it so plenses, Or again,
it may refer the matter, and yet refuse the judgzment, if so it is disposed. In all
this, however, we are not bound, we are free. I repudiate the charge that this is
Presbyterianism. It is nothing of the sort. It is as unlike it as erimson is from
green. Preshyterianism is the necessary and autharitative interference of the
power without. This is but the voluntary, and still more the conditional, refer-
ence of the power within, Presbyterianism would never tolerate this sort of
thing for a moment. It would have been Preshyterianism if the church at Jeru-
salem, or rather the council of the Apostles and elders, had themselves authorita-
tively taken up the case, and then laid down the law for the church at Antioch.
This other, however, is but the return upon an old Congregationalism ; yes, better
than this, it isa return to that primitive practice which ubtained belore the distine-
tions of Presbyterianism und Congregationalism were known 5 when, if they might
have been fancied, they would have been deemed impossible. Our voluntarily
referring differences to the outside arbitrament; whether of trusted individual
Christinns, or of neighbouring churches,—this is fur the Free Churceh just to do
what the Free Apostle did, when instead of deciding the matter summarily for
himself, he consented, pussibly even when suggested and sought, to refer it to the
church with the apostles and clders at Jerusalem.

Then coming to the objects contemplated by Unions and Associativns of
Congregational churches, he concludes with the following eloguent words:—

We want to create a healthy public opinion upon all important questions.
Would to God, brethren, that this spirit of friendly and fraternal conference were
rifer amongst us than it is, and that the opportunities for its public expression were
more frequent than they are. It is as affurding one such opoortunity on a grand
scale that we approve the meetings of our Cungregativnal Union. The presence
of numbers is inspiriting, the intercourse with brethren pleasant, the free discussion
of important topics stimulative of the best that is iv us. The blessing comes
through men, yet none the less is it from above. We bring down with us no de-
cree to bind the consciences, but yet oftentiines a fuller inspiration by which we
may reach the souls of men. At such times, and by this consciousness, we are
raised above all captious cavilling as to the course we follow. With prateful
heart we bless God that he led Iis Apostle to set this example to us. We fervently
pray Iim also that He would make us every day more and more able to reconcile
the apparent opposites of Independency and Congregationalism. Ahorve all, that
He would make us more Christian ; that He would give us with all Iis trae fol-
lowers in every church to work together for that end and time, when the “ divisions
of Reuben ”” shall be healed; when the strife of the brethren shall cease; when
“ Ephraim shal. not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim ;" when all
the scattered tribes shall be gathered into one ; and thus there be but one chureh,
even as there is but one Christ, and this a8 * glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing.”’

@The Home Bepartnvent,

WIIY STAND YE IERE ALL THE DAY IDLE?
BY REV. W. MORLEY PUNSION, M.A.

Two fields for toil—the outer and the inner,
Buth overgrown with weeds;

Who to the labour hastes, to be the winner
Of all the labourer’s meeds ?

To bathe in radiant mornings, daily spreading
Qver the heavens anew,

To sit *neath trees of life, forever shedding
Their bounteous houey-dew.
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To rouse a spirit, formed from God, from slumber,
And robe it for the light;

‘The heirs of heaven from clay to disencumber,
Which clogs their upward flight.

To lift a world, “neath sin and sorrow lyiug,
And “ pour in oil and wine;”

To warble in the duil ears of the dying,
Refrains of hymns divine.

Work for a lifetime, in each path up springing,
In low or lofty spheres!

Hark to the Master’s sammons, always ringing
In quick and heedless ears !

Cool brain, strong sinew, heart with love o’erflowing
Shall we all in sloth escape?

Like vine, which, fruitless through its wanton growing,
Ne'er purples into grapes.

The daylight wanes and dies,—* Why stand ye idle ?
Life hasteth to its bourune.

The bridegroom tarries—will ye greet the bride,
Or in the darkness mourn ?

Lo, in the ficlds the yellow harvest drooping
As lilies in the rain.

Where are the reapers, that they come not trooping
To gather in the grain ?

‘Some in the festive hall disporting gaily—

On slothfu! pillow some—
Some in delays most blameful, and yet daily
Exclaiming, ¢ Lo, I come.”

And some, infatuate, mid the alien’s scoffing
Quarrel about their toil.

As wreckers, whea ships founder in the offing—
Grow murderous over spoil.

Meanwhile the harvest waiteth for the reaping.
God’s patience hath not tired—

Ye canunot say—extenuate of your sleeping—
* We wait, for none hath hired.”

Through the hushed moontide hour the Master calleth—
Ye cannot choose but hear.

Still sounding when the lengthening shadow ful’eth
“Why stand ye idle here ? ”

Up!'—For a while the pitying glory lingers !
Work while it ye? 18 day—o

Then rest the Sabbath rest—where angel singers
Make melody for aye.

THE BITTER, BITTER THOUGHT.

A wminister of the Gospel whom we shall call Mr. H., was taking a solitary

walk in a churchyard, one lovely day in the fall of the year. The air vo
longer rendered oppressive by the fiery heat of summer, was pleusantly coul

and refreshing. The azure depth of the sky was here and there lightly draped
with soft, white clouds; and the leaves of the trees and shrubs were dyed
with the gorgeous colours, which like the hectic flush upon the check, are so
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deceptive in their brilliant beauty. The very loveliness of the scene filled Mr.
H. with a feeling of strange sadness, for, although, cutwardly so fair, he saw
in every thing around him.signs of decay and death. The passing breeze as
it came and went, stining the alrcady fullen leaves, scemed to him burdened
with one sad song, * Passing away.” As he locked at the graves, the last
resting place of the silent dead, he thought, itis true, winter will soon assert
his sway, desolating the fair face of nature, but at the veice of spring, she will
again burst forth in bloom and beauty. But there is one voice alone, that will
have power to penetrate the dull, cold ears of the dreamless sleepers.

Absorbed in reflections such as these, he was walking slowly along, when
his steps were suddenly arrested by the sound of weeping: it was not loud or
passionate, but it seemed to come from the very depth of a lacerated, bleeding
heart. Looking in the direction from which it proceeded, he saw partially
concealed by the overhanging branches of a neighbouring tree, a young girl
bending over a newly made grave. He hesitated whether he should advance
or retreat, fearing to intrude upon the sacredness of sorrow, and yet longing,
if possible, to speak some word of heavenly consolation to the lonely watcher.

" Seeiug that she had observed him, Mr. H. resolved to address her. She told
him that it was the grave of her oaly sister, two years younger than herself;
and that she had died very suddenly, afier a few hours sickness. Mr. H.
was greatly relieved to find that IHeleu, for that was the mourner’s name, was
trusting in the Saviour. Supposing that her sister had fallen asleep in Jesus,
he suid to Helen, ¢ you are not sorrowing as those who have no hope, for there
is a sure reunion awaiting all God's children.” With a look of unutterable
agony, and in a voice in whose tones the very essence of despair seemed con-
centrated, she replied, ‘Oh! Siy, that is the bitter, bitter thought ; I have no
hope of meeting my sister in heaven ; and, I, who have known the Saviour for
mere than a year, allowed that precious time to pass without warning and en-
treating Alice to fly to the sume refuge, I had found; and now day and night,
waking and sleeping, I am haunted by that fearful reflection, that the oppor-
tunity is gone for ever.”” What could he say to poor Helen, torn by the
dreadful pangs of remorse for neglecting a sister’s salvation? Iler's was a case
from which every ray of consolation scemed shut out, excluding as it did the
sweet hope of a heavenly mceting. He did not tell her, as some false com-
forters might have done, that God is very merciful, for while, oh! precious
thought, in the Saviour he is all mercy and full of the tenderest compassion, out
of Christ it is presumption to talk of God’s mercy, for we are told He is a con-
suming fire.  Mr. H. could ouly pray, that even in this dark hour, God
would enable her to leave all in His hands, and that the fearful lesson He had
given her, nmiight be made the means of‘overcoming all siuful timidity in
speaking for Jesus; and that she might uever neglect any opportunity for
doing good, but might ¢« work while it is called to-day, for the night cometh
when no man can work.”

As Mr. H. slowly walked homewards with the words of poor Helen ringing
in his ear, the universe scemed to sink into nothing in comparison with the
inestimable value of one immortal soul, and the words of the Saviour came
home to him with a new and living power, ** For what is a man profited if he
shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul? or what shall 2 man give
in exchange for his soul?” W. P

A LITTIE bog, seeiug a man proatrate befure the door of a groggery, opened
the door, and putting in his head he said, Propreetor, ‘see here. sir, your siga
has fallen down.
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HOW THE CHILDREN WERE BROUGHT UP AT GITZEN.
TRANSLATED FROM ‘QUELLWASSER FUR DAS DEUTCHE VOLK.

Gitzen is the name of a small farm, situated on a sunny hill. It is reached
by a road through a beech wood, at the end of which is an orchard, famous
for its excellent fruit. Above the orchard stands the farm-house. It is old ;
with thick walls and small windows, the doorway arched, the hall floor laid
with red marble flags. Peach trees and vines cover the walls on the sunny
side. The owner of Gitzen and his wife are a worthy couple, and their chil-
dren have grown up like the best trees in the orchard. I often go up there,
eat fruit and bread, and drink old cider with George, and when Theresa, the
good housewife, has leisure, she comes beside us. The eldest son takes charge
of the field work, the daughter is busy in the house, and a merry boy of twelve
years old goes to school. ~Everything goes on quietly and pleasantly in the
fawmily ; the children obey and love their parents.

¢ You have brought up your children well, George”, I said one day to him.
‘8o people think,” he replied ; ¢ my wife has helped me faithfully, and God
has given us his blessing.”

“You would begin early,” T asked. ¢ Yes, indeed,” said he; ¢ before they
were in the world. Shall I tell you why? You have surely heard of one
Lazarus Gitzoer?”

“Yes; if it be the same who was once in the Low County with the Eu-
peror Charles, and became town-clerk in Reichenhall.” ¢ Yes, the very
same,” suid George. “But what had he to do with the education of your
children 2’ ¢ You shall hear presently. You may have heard of his being
ouce told by a fortune-teller that he should be assassinated. ¢ Yes; I have
read so.”

“Now, he thought he had enemies in Reichenhall, and so he gave up his
situation there, and bought this farm of mine, and came to live up here.—
From him it takes the name of Gitzen.”” ¢ Well, what more ?”’ ¢ What
more? ”” continued George; ¢ the man had a son, and he was brought up very
badly. The son ore day stabbed his father in the field down yonder,
“the orphan’s field.”>—That happened one hundred years ago. When I
thought of buying the property, twenty years ago, my relations were much
against it.  For, they said, children were never well-doing here—there was a
curse upon the place. ¢ No, said my wife; ¢ do not believe them, there was no
evil in thehouse, the fault lay with the inhabitaunts. Let us bring up our children
well, that will be the best exorcism against the curse.”” In short, we bought
the farm and lived upon it.—The fate of Lazarus Gitzner was always before
my eyes, and as often as I came home by that field, I spoke to Theresa about
it, and each time we resolved that, whatever children God should give us,
we.should strive to bring up well from the first.”

« And,” T asked, ¢ what rules did you lay down upon which to proceed
with thew 77

« Qur first principle was, that we two should be as one, and work together
in all things. Belicve me, sir, many children turn out ill, chicfly because
their parents disagree. It is the same in all kinds of work in which two must
be engaged. If I'sow wheatin my ficld, and my wife comes after me and
sows-tares, the erop will be good for nothing but to feed the pigeons; or, if [
tie up straight a young tree that is growing crooked, and my wife looses the
string, the tree will quickly fall back again to the wrong side.”
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¢ Yes,” suid Theresa, *“ husband and wife must keep fast together, and be
of ove wind, before tley can bring up a child in the right way. From our
marriage-day, George and I determined, by God’s help, to be united in all
things, to know each other thoroughly, and agree in all our plans.
For it is not enough for married persons to put all their goods
iuto one cupboard; they must open their heart to one another, and each
know what is there—Children always take part of their characters from father
or mother. My good George was apt to be passionate in his younger days, as
most good men have been, and our eldest boy was like him'in this. It was
not enough to say, “ You are like your father;”” no, we had to correct the
fault, and his father himself had to belp me in doing so.”

«Yes,” continued George, “so it is. But with many couples it seems
quite otherwise. In their first married days, they are blind and deaf with
love; they take it for granted they are both perfect beings. They are, as it
were, intoxicated ; but when that passes away, then sorrow comes, and they
see nothing Lut faults in each other. Then children come, and the mother
scolds the boys for their father’s faults, and the father takes their part, and
quarrels get worse and worse, and the children can come to no good.”

«You are right,” said I, “a happy marriage is like wine-making. The
wine must ferment at first, in order to get milder and sweeter withage. Ifthe
juice has no acid to begin with, it will turn all at last to vinegar. I have often
observed that the best marriages are those in which both parties were soun will-
ing to perceive and confess their faults, and the worst those in which the first
year was spent like foolish lovers. 1 know a woman who at first used always
to compare her husband to the apostle John; when I'met her ten years later,
she considered him to be rather like Barabbas. I knew the man well ; he was
neither a St. John nor a Barabbas, but like the neighbours among whom he
lived. The same thing had happened with him as to his wife. In the first
year he called her nothing but my * dove,” “my mayflower;” ten years after
he spoke of his “crocodile,” or his “nettle.”” ¢ We call ourselves,” said
Geurge,”“ just always man and wife, or George and Theresa, or father and
mother.

“ What was your next rule in bringing up your children 2 I asked.

« Ha! answered he, © that the child must be obedient. In that we were
both agreed, so it was not difficult to teach. I reasoned thus,—all the sins
of wen arise from disobedicnce, for sin is either doing what God forbids, or
nut duing what he has commanded. Now, as God has appointed parents to
stand in his place to their children, it must be of first importance that a child
should learn to obey them. That I always maintained. I often repeated an
vid saying to the children, “ A good child will obey ; a bad child must.”

«Ouce, alter 1 bad chastened wy eldest boy with the rod for some act of
disvbedicuce, I repeated avd explained the proverb to him. The first half, I
said, is meant for your heart, the second for your back. He to whom the
first is sufficient need never hear the second. Then the boy said, he would
never need the sccond part again, and from that time it was enough to repeat,
# A zood child will obey,” whenever he was beginning to rebel.”

“ Yes, you did right. = With the first part of the proverb only, it is impossi-
ble to get on, for man from his birth is naturally perverse and refractory.—
But we must try to require the second half as seldom as possible.”

“] taught the lesson also to my boy through my horse. Haus always
brought me my whip when I bad occasion to go into the town. One day I
sent him by himsc!€; he bad nothing to do but get a new cord put to the whip.



72 HOME DEPARTMENT,

“Do not whip the horse,”” I said «if he does not need it,” When he re-
turned, he suid to wme, ¢ 1 have never needed to use the whip at all, father;
the horse went with a word; I was quite pleased with him.” ¢ Now,” said
I, «if an irrational animal can do tkis, surely you ought to be obedient at a
word, who bave a rational soul.” That the little fellow easily comprehended.
Soon afterwards, I bought an ass from the miller at Grauback, and the boy
could not sleep for joy, fur he was to fetch him home, and he had never seen
an ass. Take the whip with you,” I said as he set out. ¢ Oh, father, that
will not be necessary ; you say that an ass is much smaller thau a horse.”

¢ Never mind,” said I, “take the whip; if you do not need it, so much the
better” ¢Ah,” said he, when he came home, “my arm is qdite aching, I
have had asad time of it with the ass, He would not move a step without
being beaten. ¢ Have you really been beating the poor young ass?”” “QOn,
you muy believe, father I did not do it willingly. There was hail falling, and
it was bitter cold, and I would have been so glad to get the poor creature into
the stable with plenty of fodder. I spoke to him so kindly, and gave him half
my bread, but that did no good. I was forced to take to the whip; I really
beat him out of compassion for him, to make him come home.”

“ Now, see, Haus,” said I, “just so I have often taken the rod to you as
you did to the ass. I was grieved to do it, but it must be done, or you would
never have become a good and obedient boy. See, therefore, God himself
has said the father that loves the child will chastise him.”

At this moment Hans came home from the field; he wiped his sunburnt
face, and gave me his band. We put him in mind of the ass story, and he
laughed heartily. ¢ [ shall never forget it,”” he said. ¢ We ought not to com-
pare men with beasts, yet I know boys who are like the ass all over. I lnugh
at their mothers, when they think to make them obey by coaxing and sweet-
meats. Whea I tell them about my ass, they get angry and say, “ Our boys
are not asses, and when they come to understanding, then they will obey us,
and thank us for our love.”” Tuke care, say I, that they be not exactly like
wy ass. So long as I gave him part of my bread he would follow me; but
when I got hungry and tired, I thought, you have eaten my loaf, and now
you may carry me part of the road. As soon as I mounted, he began to kick
up, a;;_tf"as I could not hold on, he put his head between his legs and threw
me off.

“You spoke truly indeed, Ians,” said I, ¢“ many a mother has told me with
tears the same sort of story. The most ungrateful childreh are always those
whom the pareats have most indulged, and never corrected.”  Hans walked
off, he had to go to the stable and look after the horse.

% Now, George, what other rule had you in bringing up your children?”

¢ Yes; how shall Lexplain it? I hope you understand me, sir, when I say,
that we strove hard to live as Christians ourselves, and make our children
Christians also. But that cannot be done by words alone; a man must Je a
Christian, to let it be seen what he means.”

4 You mean,” I remarked, ¢ his life will then be the best serimon and ex-
planation of the Bible, which will siak deep into his children’s hearts.”

“Yes,” he replied, « that is just what I wished to say. I cannot bear
hypocrites, and 1 like a wan better who says nothing about religion than vne
who is always speaking of it and does not live like a Christian. In my early
years X had to buy a number of fruit trces. A gardener praised one young
pear tree in a special manner, and spoke as if I were hardly worthy of poss-
essing it. In the third season, to my great joy, I saw it covercd with leaves
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and some fine blossoms, and promised our minister the first ripe fruit. But
nothing came of it, except a few pears. as hard as stones, enough to break
one’s teeth upon.  Since then 1 never believed the gardener’s praise of his
trees, and only bought those which I knew well had come from a good stock.
I have often found it so with men; people who are always talking of
their faith and their religious experience seem to me iike trees full of leaves,
where the blossoms scldom bear niuch fruit—all the sap goes into the leaves.
My wife and I took a lesson from that, and determined that in our house
there should be much fruit and few leaves. We resolved, by day and night,
so to live and so to speak as if the Lord Jesus were dwelling in our house,
and seeing and knowing all. e has said ¢ Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” I have taught my
children to undertand this, and it has had wore eflfect than many words.
When they see their parents live in the constant presence of the Lord, that
makes Christianity for them a living thing. I have always been much struck
by the saying of God to Abraham: ¢ Walk before me” When wy son is
working in my sight, so that he knows 1 see all he does, he will not be idle;
and I taught the children that so they ought to walk as before Christ our
Master ; and not only in ontward conduct, as eye-servants, but inwardly too,
for he sces the hearts of all.  When wmy boy or girl are going to visit their
acquaintances, or anywhere else, I only say to them ¢ Waulk before Him.’
Believe me, sir, no more words are needed.”

« No, certainly no more,”” I said; ¢the sins of all men come from this,
that they forget the presence of the Lord, or disbelieve it ; and nothing so
belps to uvercome tewptation as the living remembrance that the Saviour is
ever near.”’

It was late in the evening when I went away. The setting sun lighted up
and gilded the beech wood through which I walked. How beautiful sunlight
can wake a forest, I thought ; but how beautiful is a family circle who walk
in the Heavenly light of faith and love !

BEGIN RIGHT.

Many a Christian is of little service to the church, because he did not begin
right. ~ Having started wrong, it is bard to get back on the right track, and
make a new beginning. How much better when one enters on an immediate
discharge of duty, as in the following from the American Messenger :—

4 Qur union prayer-meeting last Sunday evening was conducted by a mem-
ber of the Young Men’s Christian Association, a young warried man, and an
earnest Christian.  After the opening exercises, the leader prefaced a few
remarks by a modest allusion to his own experience. Just three years before,
be began to serve Christ: and during these years he had been favored with
the conscious presence and love of the Lord.  He ascribed much of his free-
dom from the darknessand embarrassments which many suffer to the fact that
he ¢ started right.” .

On the very day in which he made a deliberate choice of God’s salvation
and service, he was joined by a cleruyman who had addressed the meeting
from which they were returning, and who walked home with him. After
some conversation with Mr. W and his wife, who was also glad in 2 new-
found hope, the minister said : ¢ Mr. W——, having chosen the Lord’s ser-
vice, it is your first duty to erect a family altar. Let us all kueel. I will
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follow.” This 'was the very first act of Christian service; and to use Mr.
‘W-——"3 own words, the fire has burned brighter and brighter on that altar
to this day, as I trust it will continue to do so as long as we live.”

A PLEASING PICTURE—A REMINISCENCE.

Pictorial representations are now very prevalert in publications of all kinds
and sizes, not only for the young but adults. We see them in papers, maga-
zines, and books. Children and youth are fond of pictures, and they look at
them with delight. When in Great Britain two years ago, the writer saw
many pictures, old and new, large and small, but none interested him so much
as onc he looked upon in Perth, while visiting Scotland; and he hopes his
young friends will be pleased by a reference to it. It was a picture of Christ
blessing little children. It was well executed and fraught with instruction.
He gazed upon it again and again. It wasa representation of one of the
scenes recorded in the Gospels of our Lord Jesus Christ. It was a beautiful
sight ; the Saviour appeared so lovely, benignant and kind. Many children
surrounded Him, and some of them very small—¢ little children,”—who
stood near Him, Juoking up to Him, and seeming to be happy in His smiles.
Baut there were others near, adults, or persons grown up, who did not seem so
much interested. They had discouraged the approach of so many young people,
from various motives, which we need not now consider. But the Saviour
gently rebuked them, and encouraged the approach of these lambs to Himself
for all time to come. ¢ Suffer the little children to come unto me,” said Ile,
‘ and forbid them not : for of such is the kingdom of Heaven.”

Truly, Jesus is the friend of children, and it behoves them to think much
of Him, and come to Him in the exercise of faith and prayer. They caunot
begin this too early. Many did come to Him when He was on earth, and
sung Ilis praises as Ile entcred Jerusalem; and on many He placed His hands,
and blessed them; some He took up in his arms. What a Joving and kind
Saviour ! Great as He was, and thoroughly intent upon the work of human
redemption, children were special objects of His regard ; and ere He left the
earth for Heaven, He bade Peter prove his love to Him, by the injunction,
“Feed my lambs;” and the commaand is still in force.

Beloved children and youth, think of this picture. Come to this Suviour;
run to Ilim ; trust in Him; devote yourselves to Him. A dying father once
said to bis little daughter standing by his beside : ¢ Love Jesus and wmeet me
in Heaven” We know the little gitl, and hope she will indeed love this
precious Saviour, and secure His friendship and guidance. We have read the
raemoir of a little boy named Rogers,who loved Jesus when very young, and
died at the age of three years and five months, giving evidence of piety. The
great Jonathan Edwards mentions the case of a little girl named Phebe Bart-
lett, who was converted when four years old, and lived nearly sixty years to
give evidence of the reality of the change. And we have heard and read of
many siwilar cases. Let the youngest reader be encouraged to look up to
Jesus, and seek His blessing, for He waits to be gracious, and delights to help.
He is “ the same yesterday, to-day, aud forever.”

JaMes T. Byrxe.

June 15th, 1868.
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Deatn or Rev. DR. VaugHAN. — Late English papers bring us the
unexpeeted and unwelcome iutelligence that this eminently good and great
man, who for nearly half a century past has oecupied a foremost position in
the Congregational bedy in England, has just gone to his rest, after a very
brief and sudden illness, at the age of seventy-four. His hale appearance,
on the occasion of hisvisit to this country in the summer of 1865, the fervor
aod power with which ““ the old wan eluquent” discoursed to us, and the
announcement but a few months ago of his having undertaken the pastorate
of a newly-formed Coungregational church at a fashionable English watering-
place—Torquay—had led us to hope he might have been spared to the
church and to the denowination for many years to come.

It was our privilege, at the time of the meeting of the National Couneil of
Congregational Churches at Boston, to which Drs. Vaughan and Raleigh
were sent a3 delegates by the English Union, to ride in company with the
former of these honoured brethren out to Plymouth Rock, an excursion to
which hud been kindly provided for by the Comuittee of Arrangements.
We well remember the intense interest with which the Dr. surveyed the
Harbour, the Rock, Burial Hill, Clark’s Islaud, and every surrounding object
which the feet of the Pilgrim Fathers had made sacred. To the whole
company, but especially to him, who was so historically familiar with every
foot of the soil, the place was like < holy ground.” Nor can we ever forget
the impression produced upon our minds by the christian manliness of his
address before the Council at Boston, or by the eloquent words uttered by
him under the inspiration of the scene at Plymouth Rock.

The fullowing particulars of his life and labours, ministerial and literary,
we condense from a biographieal sketch of bim in the Christian World :

Dr. Vaughan’s name, says the writer, was suggestive at once of high intellect,
stendfast character, intrepid devotion to principle and statesmanlike moderation,
which reflect lustre upon an entire denomination. IIe awed his elevation solely
to his own energy and merit, and it was a book picked up on a stall that kindled
his inteliectual ambition, and roused to active exertion those forces of the mind
which never relapsed into repose until death bid his tireless and ardent hrain be
still. Ile received his training for the ministry under the Rev. W. Thorp, of
Bristol. Iis first ministerial charge was in Worcester. He then occupied for
many years the pulpit of Horton-street chapel, Kensington. At this place his
extraordinary powera of mind made themselves known to a gradually widening
cirele, and be attracted to lornton-street chapel a very superior class of hearers.
He began also to atthin distinetion as an author. 1Ie published a biography of
Wrycliffe, —opened, in his * Memocrials of the Stuart Dynasty,” that vein of
historical inquiry which he subsequently warked to so much effect,—and moved
forward into a place of importance among Nonconformists by his seasonable and
vigorous wurks on * Religious parties in England,” ¢ Congregationalism and
Modern Suciety,” and “ I'bhe Modern Pulpit.”” e became Lecturer on History
at University College. 1Iis recognition as one of the most eminent living Non-
conformists may be datad from the periol when he was invited to become
Principal of the Independent College, Lancashire. In this situation he continued
for fourteen years. Ilo subsequently held a pastoral charge in Ushridge. His
attention was, however, largely devoted to literature, and he established the
British Quarterly Review, a periodical intended to serve the interests of intel-
lectval culture, and the highest mental and moral progress, in connecticn with
the Nonconformists of the United Kingdom. The Brilisk Quarterly has since
continued to rank among the ablest and most influential ‘periodical publications
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of the day. In 1862, Dr. Vaughan published a volume upon * English Noncon-
furmity,” with special reference to the expulsion of the Puritans from the Church
of England in 1662. The most remarkable of his recent publications are an
historical account, very highly esteemed, ot the Revolutions of English History,
a volume of family prayers, aud a deeply pathetic and beautiful memoir of his
gifted and lamented son. On two occasions the Nonconformists of England
evinced their sense of the importance of his services, atd the excellence of his
character, by presenting him with testimoniale,—first, when he ceased to be
Principal of the Lancashire Independent College in 1857 ; and, secondly, on his
retirement from the editorship of the British Quarterly Review in 1865.

Just twelve months ago, Dr. Vaughan was asked to supply for a few
Sabbaths the Belgrave Congregational Church at Torquay. Hardly anybody
but one of Dr. Vaughan's known abilities would have been thought of, at
such an advanced age, as a candidate for the vacant pulpit, but a very short
visit satisfied all parties that he was the right man for the place. Soon an
earnest invitation was extended to him to settle there. After some hesitation
he accepted the call, and entered with thorough heartiness into the under-
taking.

He went to it, says an intimate friend, not like an old man, but like a young
one. It was grand to see the veteran who had done so glorious a day’s work
girding himself for his new enterprise. And like *a giant refreshed,’ he entered
upon it. *It is a noble example and a lesson to all of us old fulks,’” writes one
who witnessed it, * never to think our work done.” * He preaches wonderful
sermons, and all equally good: we never have an indifferent one.”

He had hardly entered fairly upon his duties, however, when he was called
away. The natare of his illness is not given, but it was evidently but very
brief, for the newspapers of the one week announce a marriage solemnized
by him in the church, and those of the next his death! He rests from his
labours, and his works do follow him.

Tue Irisg EsTABLISHMENT. —The House of Lords has, by the very
decisive vote of 192 to 97, rejected Mr. Gladstone’s Irish Church Suspensory
Bill, the object of which was to prevent the making of any new appointmeants,
or the filling of any vacancies that may occur, whereby the fature disendow-
ment may be embarassed.

Of course everybody expected the Lords would do just what they have
done. Their obstructiveness upon all questions involving anything of the
nature of reform, either political or ecclesiastical, and especially the latter,
is proverbial, and will continue to be soas long as the Bishops, from whom the
opposition principally proceeds, are allowed to retain their seats among the
Peers.of the realm. ’

A new clection, however, for the Commons is at hand, and there can be
but little doubt that when the new Reform Parliament meets, as it is expected
to do in November, Mr. Gladstone will be sustained in his disendow-
ment scheme by a still larger majority than he now possesses.
The, Lords must ultimately yield. = We are surprised that Mr
Disraeli and his friends do not see this, and “ agree with their adver-
sary while they are in the way with him,” for they could certainly drive a
better bargain with the present moribund Parliament than they can hope to
do,with tho next. Nonconformists can afford to wait, if they can. Our fear
is, however, that they are blindly invoking a conflict with the representatives
of the people that may, if persisted in, endanger the peace of the nation.
We shall watch the issue with intense interest.
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‘We are glad to note that in her reply to the address of the Commons npon
this subject, the Queen says, ‘ Relying on the wisdom of the House, her
Majesty desires that her interests in the temporalities of the Irish Church
will not in any way prevent parliameutary legislation on the subject.”

SPURGEON ON THE DISENDOWMENT QUEsTION.—The following pungent
extract from & letter to Mr. Bright, M.P., sufficiently explains itself:

‘“ The one point about which the Dissenters of England have any fear, is one
which I trust you will mention to-night, We fear lest any share of the Church
property should be given to the Papists. To a man we should deprecate this.
Bad as the present evil is, we would sooner see it let alone than see Popery
endowed with the national property. Not one single farthing ought any religious
denomination to receive, and the whole matter will be imperiiled if those in
power are ot quite clear as to any douceurs to the Pope. We are not agitated by
the dead horse of * No Popery,” which knaves would raise that fools may be their
instruments ; but we are very determined that it never shall be said that under
the guise of removing the grievances of Ireland, we made an exchange of endowed
churches, and put down the Anglican to set up the Roman image.

May you, dear sir, be sustained as the champion of the people; and as you
have aiready lived to see many of the dreams of your youth beccme realities, so
may you survive to see the matters in question enrolled in history as triumphs of
the right and truth! Yours, with profound respect, C. H. Srurceon.

To Juhn Bright, Esq.”

Tue Rovan CoMMissioN oN Rirvarnisy has just presented its second Re-
port, together with the evidence on which it is based, in a Blue Bouk of 686
pages. We all remember what important discoveries (?) these learned Lords and
Bishops gave to the world in their former report on clerical vestments, and to
these we have now to add the following:

1. That while *there have been candlesticks with candles, on the Lord’s
Table, during a long period, in many cathedrals and collegiate churches and
chapels,”” &e., the candles have very rarely, if ever, been lighted at the cele-
bration of the Supper, until within about twenty-five years past.

2. That in parish churches the candles have never been lighted at the com-
munion, until within the period just named.

3. That the use of incense in public worship is very rare and recent, and
at variance with the church’s usage for three hundred years.

They therefore recommend that * all variations from established usage, in
respect of lighted candles and incense,” be restrained. Aye, but how to do
it 7—that ’s the question. The plan proposed is, by giving aggrieved parishio-
ners—afterwards explained as meaning one or more churchwardens, or five
resident members—the right of making formal application to the Bishop, and
in case of his refusal to interfere, of appealing to the Archbishop in camera,
to abate the evil. .

But nobody knows better than these commissioners themselves, how tedious,
uncertain and expensive are the processes of ecclesiastical law.  So with the
recent Mackonochie decision before them, the Ritualists may put themselves
quite at ease, assured that the Royal Commission will not burt them.

Surrey CHAPEL.— Newman Hall’s church hag secured during the winter a series
of twenty-four lectures and entertainments for the working classes, attended by
an aggregate of forty or fifty thousand working people from the neighbourhood of
Surrey. Chapel. They have been free, with the exception of a few reserved seats;



78 BRITISH AND FOREIGN RECORD.

and the course has included subjects of scientifie, political, biographical, literary,
social, and general interest, also musical and elocutionary entertainments. Here
ie a suggestion for other churches.

“ Tgrescoric Pminantaropr.” — Commenting upon the nobtile sums recently
promised for Home Mission work by Mr. Morley, Mr. Crossley, Mr. Juke, Me.
Coote, Mr, Joshua Wilson, aand others, the Unitarian Irald says, ** Unitarians
sometimes twit the orthodox Dissenters with ueglecting the mission to the
heathen at home for “ telescopic philanthropy” abroad, and say, self compla-
cently, that they *“concentrate their efforts at home.” When they give for their
exclusive work of home missions of every kind on the scale on which our Inde
pendent friends give for home missions, as only one part of their missionary
effort, it will be time enough to talk, It is not the whole amount they raise that
deserves our speciul consideration. The force of any appeal on that ground
might be weakened by the idea, that the difference is only proportional tu the
greater extent of their body. It is the scale on which they give that is worthy
of note. These sums are indeed something like * offerings” to Gd’s service !
They carry out the good old thought, 1 will not sacrifice unto the Lord of that
which doth cost me nought.”

B. & F- Bisie Sociery.—The sixty-fourth anniversary of the British ani
Foreign Bible Society was held May 6th,

‘The report begins by an allusion to the distribution ¢f the Scriptures at the
French Exhibition. Copies in 170 different languages were sold, and 91,000 cop-
ies were circulated. Bibles were alsy formally presented to some of the leading
statesmen of France, and also to the Emperor who expressed his desire that his
subjects should enjoy perfect religions freedom. The receipts from ordinary
sources for the year ending March 31, 1868, have reached nearly $900,000, being
$38.000 in advance of the previous year. The ordinary payntents have amounted
to $890,000 ; and adding the sum paid on account of the Jubilee, China, India,
and Paris Exhibition Funds, the total has reached $928,000. ‘I'hc issues of the
society for the year are as follows: From the depot at home, 1,351,989 ; from
depots abroad, 1,048,887 ; making a total of 2,400,876 copies. The total issues
of the society now amouunt to 55,069,865 cop.es.

AwericaN Binte Sociery.—The Fifty-second Anniversary of this Society was
held a¢ Steinway IHall, on Thursday morning, the I4th May.

The number of books printed at the Bible House has been 1,121,961 ; in foreign
lands, 183,386 —total, 1,305,347 volumes. There have been issued from the Bible
House 312,525 Bibles and 643,336 Testaments. The foreign issues and circula-
tion amount to 177,733, beside 24,607 volumes sent from the Bible Suciety. in
about 50 languages and dialects.

The total issues and circulation, domestic and foreign, during the year, reach
1,186,194 volumes, and during the 52 years since the formativn of the Suciety,
the number has amouated to 23,855,120 volumes.

Axericay Tracr Sociery.—During the year the Society has printed 1,072,780
volumes, 9,335,934 publications and 545,000 copies of monthly periodicals, The
number of publications on the Society’s list is 3,981, of which 802 are volumes,
besides 3,834 publications, in 141 languages and dialects, for eirculation abroad.
For gratuitous distribution $56,616 worth of books and tracts have been'given
away. 273 colporteurs have been sent out, who have visited, in 23 States, 254.-
862 families, Cash grants to the amouat of $10,000 have been made to 30 dif-
erent missions.

Tar InterNaTioNan CoNVENTION oF YouNe Men’s CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS
met in Dectroit June 24th. About 500 delegates were present, amoug whom
were a goodly number from Canada. H. Thane Miller was again chosen
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president. The venerable Dr. Duffield, to whom was nssigned the giving of the
address of welcome, sank down ns he was delivering it, and two days afterwards
expired. This event, while casting somewhat of gloom over the meeting, appears
also to have added to its earnestness.

The confederated Associations now number 525 (an increase of 280 since last
year), with a membership of 57,000. 52 daily prayer meetings are held, and
3.000 conversions are reported.

The firat question discussed by the Convention! *“IIow can the Associations
best be kept steadfast in their work ? ” brought out thoughts of which the follow-
ing i3 a summary : By abiding in Christ; making religion a matter of principle
and not of feeling ; by such a state of the heart as will make the coming of Christ’s
kingdom its greatest desire; by a firm belief in the necessity of work, and in the
power of Gospel truth,

In discussing the duties of Associations toward strangers. and how best to
perform them, the following thoughts were sucgested: The best time to reach
one is when he feels himself a stranger ; go after them, even into salcons; divide
every locality into districts ; work through the churches by volunteers from th~m ;
don’t wait for an introduction; shake hands with them; don’t approach tnem
condescendingly.

The importance of lay preaching and open air meetings was enlarged upon:
Mr. Moody is expected to inaugurate a movement in this direction, the present
geason. 'The use of tobacco was discussed, and generally denounced, and liguor
drinking, selling, and liceneing were strongly condemned, Belief in the divinity
of Christ was regarded as essential, and no unjon of effort with svcicties denying
this doctrine was deemed practicable.

T'he next meeting of the Convention will be held in Purtland, Me.

@ffrcral,

Congregational College of B, N. A., Session 186869 —1. The Ses-
sion in the Literary Course will begin on Wednesday, September 1dth, in the
Faculty of Arts, McGill Cullege, on which day the entrance Examinations will
be held.

2. The Session in the Thevlogical Department will begin on Wednesday, Oct.
Tth,

3. Applications for adimissivn should be went to the 3ecretary on or befure
August 25th.

Montreal, July 10k, 1868. Georce Conyisu, M. A, See.

Widows’ Fund.—Sums received since last announcement:—Southwold
Church, $2. 40; Listowel Church, $4. 00; Guelph Church, $16. 08; Lanark
Village Church, $9. 27.

Montreal, July 18, 1868. J. C. BarroN, Treasurer.

Congregational Union of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.—
The Twentieth Annual Session of this Union will (D.V.) be commenced at Shef-
field, N. B., on Friday evening, the 4th September, and will probably be continued
till the Tuesday following.

Ministers, delegates and friends, who purpose being present will Le kind enough
to communicate with the Secretary previously, in order that the necessary accom-
modation may be provided.

: Roperr WiLson, Sccrefary.

Sheffield, N. B., 15th July, 1868,
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Hetos of the Churches.

‘Warwick.—The Rev. D. Macallum, who has, for nearly sixtesn years past,
occupied the pastorate of the Congregational Charch at Warwick, and for a time,
that at Plympton alao, resigned his charge on the last Sabbath in June. Our
brother * has laboured, and has n.t fuinted,” and relinquishes the field only
under the strongest conviction that it is his duty to take this step. We deepl
regret any such necessity, but trust the Lord may guide him to some other pusi-
tion of greater promise and usefulness.

A Word from Kelvin —This church, which has been vacant since the
removal of the Rev. 8. Snider, is at present supplied by Mr. Wallace (Congrepa-
tional College). The dissolution of the relationship between Burfurd and Seot-
Iand has brought advantages with it, secaring stated worship at Kelvin and New
Durham, which were not able to support a pastor themselves. 1he people of Kol-
vinseem to appreciate the ** breaking of the bread of life,”” and the house is filled
every Lord’s-day with attentive worshippers.——The ladies of Kelvin celebrated
the anniversary of our Duminion by a strawberry festival, which was a complete
success. Notwithstanding the oppressive heat, 5 o’clock brought together crowds
of the pleasure-loving inhabitants, who, if wo may judge by their smiling coun-
tenances, enjuoyed themselves very highly. The beautiful grove of Mr. Almas
afforded a cool retreat from the scorching rays of *old sol,” and here were
found tables filled with most delicious fruis, served in the best possible manner.
After enjuying a sumptuous repast, and reading and prayer by the chairman,
the company was entertained by racy addresses from soveral gentlemen present.
Foremost among these was the Rev. Mr. Armour, formerly the beluvel pastor of
this church. Then followed the Messra. Maleolm and Eadie in a happy strain,
the Chuirman concluding by an address on * the advantages connected with our
Dominion.” ‘I'he exercises were enlivened by music at the hands of the Misses
Terwilligar of Nurwichville. and Spencer of Hamilton, and were brought to a
cluse by the singing of the National Aothem. In all reapects the lst July 1868,
will ever be pleasantly remembered by the friends in and surroundinl% I%;lv{:}.

Ottawa.—A letter just received from the Rev. E. Ebbs, of Aurora, Ill, and
lately of Paris, Ont., confirms a rumour that had previously reached us, of his
having reconsidered, at the earnest solicitation of the Ottawa church, and of many
brethren in the ministry, his declinature of the call from that place. He now
accepts the invitation, and will (D. V.) enter upon his new charge on the last
Sabbath in this month, (August.) The rejoicing of his Aurora friends on the
oncasion of his declining the call will now, dvubtless, be turned into mourning.
Woe sincerely sympathize with them, as much, that is, as in the circumstances
we can be expected to do. But their loss is our gain; and as we only lent him
to them for a time, and retained therefore a kind of preemption right in him, they
must not expect too much of us. He is undoubtediy the choice of his brethren,
Jjust as much as he is of the Ottawa church, for the capital of Canada.

Hamilton Church.—At the Monthly Meeting, held on Friday, 3rd July, the
delegates to the meetings of the Congregativnal Union, held in this city and in
this place of worship, reported to the church. After which the meeting unani-
mously passed a resolution of sympathy with the Rev. I. Pullar, pastor of the
ghurch, under the unseemly atmcg made upon him, by certain parties of the
Union, oo the ground of his decided maintenance of the terms of communion
hitherto observed in the Congregational Union of Canada, and also in the Cingre
gational Union of England and Wales ; and his resistance to the attempt made
by some brethren to introduce into the Univn a second class of ministers, who,
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although tolerated, yet on account of their theological sentiments are not to
be appointed to represent the Union on public oceasivna,

The church also expressed their entire approbation of their pastor’s action in
tendering his resignation of membership to the Uniun, in the circumstances in
which he was placed.

Hamilton, July 20, 1868. d. B. Laine, Secretary.

| We regret that we cannot see with the Hamilton church and its pastor, in re-
spect to the course pursusd by him, in tendering his resigoation of membership,
L'he acts of *certain parties in the Union,” however * unseemly,” can hardly be
properly regarded as & sufficient reason for withdrawal from the Union, unless
that body should deliberately assume responsibility for them. That the Union
did not sustain the ‘‘attack” complained of may be seen in the fact that the
. brother, whose remarks were the chief cause of uffence, felt constrained to record
his protest against the inaction of the Union, just before its final adjournment.
The motion to amend the report of the Nomination Committee wns carried, nos
‘¢ on account of the theological sentiments”’ of the party first nom;uated, but on
entirely different grounds.—Ep. “C, 1.”]

Canada Presbyterian Church.—The Rev. D. K. McViear, pastor of the
Coté Street congregation, Montreal, has been appointed Professor of Theology in
the new Presbyterian College in that city.

The organ question has been settled for the present, after a long discussion of
the overture irom Knox Church, Montreal, asking permission to introducean
organ, by the Synod voting, 126 to 31, to lay the overture on the table. Result,
—Knox Church is using the organ nolens volens, and several other congregations,
it is said, will follow suit.

The Synod also agreed to send down the Book of Psalms and Hymns for
public worship, sanctioned by the English Presbyterians, tu presbyteries and
sesssions,d for their consideration, with a view to its adoption at the next meeting
of Synod.

M‘grringe with a deceased wife’s sister has once more been condemned by the
Synad, on an appeal from the Presbytery of Paris, by vote of 52 to 37.  The
resoluticn prudently abstains from all reference to the scripturalness, or other-
wise, of such marriages, but affirms ** the continued adherence of Synod to the
declaration of the Westminster Confession on the subject.

The Rev. W. J. McKenzie, of Baltimore, Ont., has withdrawn from the Synod,
with strong tendencies in the direction of the Episcopal Church.

Presbyterian Church of Canada (Kirk).—One of the most pleasing
ircidents in connection with the meeting of Synod at Kingston, was the inter-
change of deputations with the Wesleyan Conference, which met in the same
city. These fraternal greetings are among “the signs of the times,” and do
great good, if in no other way, by promoting the entente cordiale which ought'to
exist between the different denominations. We have sometimes thought, how-
ever, that a little more frankness with each other on such oceasions, in respect
to distinctive principles, would do no harm, und might even help the cause of
trath. Is there not some danger of professions of union and cordiality being
regarded as hollow, without such explanations ? We differ,—differ honestly and
intelligently,—why ignore the fact? .. .

The attention of Synod was largely occupied with devising means for meeting
the losses to the Temporalities Fund, and Queen’s College (amounting in each
case to about $4,000 per annum), through the failure of the Commercial Bank,

Voluntary brethren who, like ourselves, were opposed to the Government
endowment scheme, and therefore had no Clergy Reserve money to lose, will
accept our congratulations on having, at least in this instance, escaped barm and
loss by sticking to principle. We fear more of that money will be lost yet,

Queen’s College has 12, and Mortin College, 3 divinity students.
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An attempt is to be made to secure closer ecclesiastical connection with the
Presbyterian brethren in the Lower Provinces.

The Wesleyan Methodist Church.--The most notable feature in con-
nection with the meeting of Cunference at Kingston, in addition to what we have
noted above, was the presence and able presidency of the Rev. W. M. Panshon.
Al his utterances seem to have been worthy of the man, but his address at the
ordination of the young preachers seems to have been specially excellent, “and
excited,” says the Christian Guardian, * the strongest and holiest emotions of
our better nature. It was listened to with reverend and profound attention, and
we are sure that many a high resolve, from cleric and lay of the vast audience,
was uttered by strong men to live nearer to Christ, and to work more faithfully
for him.” N

We rejoice to learn from the Guardian that * the narrow and unpatriotic
policy of the Legislature of Ontario,” as that journal is pleased to call it, “has
only tended to intensify their devotion” to their College ; that a movement is on
foot to secure for it the right kind of wn endowment—Dy private liberality—to
the extent of $100,000, and ¢ that the highly gifted and accomplished President
‘of the Conference, whose very name is a tower of strength and a pledge of suc-
cess, is prepared to devote his splendid talents, as fur as is cunsistent with his
high office and due regard t6 the interests of other departments of the waork, to
the accomplishment of this work.” The declaration, however, that they * have
no thought of abandoning their right to their just share of legislative aid, and
will he prepared at the proper time to unite with other denvminations in de-
manding ” a renewal of the government grant, sadly mars the satisfaction with
which we should otherwise have regarded so noble a praject.

The net increase in membership for 1867-8 was 1,982,

The Sabbath School Association of Canada, it is now announced,
will hold its nest annual meeting at St. Catharines, Oat., in Octuber. Particulara
will be given in our next number,

@brtuary.

Mz. A. RANKIN.

Died, in Lanark, July 5th, after a short sickness, Archibald Rankin, Deacon of
the first Congregational church ju this place.

The following is an extract of a sermon, preached by the pastor on Sabbath,
July 12th, 1868. .

In his younger days he did not openly profess to be a follower of Christ, though
at that period, he respected religion. Coming from a land of Bibles and Protestant
principles, and of orthodoxy of creed, it would seem that from earliest days, he
respected the preachers, and revered the preaching of the ever-blessed gospel.
It was not till he had reached the age of thirty-seven that he assumed the pro-
fession and put on the badge of Christianity, But his was a profession that
carried a living reality. with it. The kerunel of his faith was formed before the
shell appeared. It is remarkable that the period of his regeneration exactly
divides the time between his natursl birth and his death. Thirty-seven years
elapsed between his coming into the world and his conversion, and thirty-seven
between his conversion and his death. And thus the day when he became Christ's
is the pivot that balances the lormer with the latter years of his life.

His life was a living example of a man who grows in grace. The longer he
was in the service of Christ, he became the more attached to His Saviour, Ilis

ath was as the shining light which shineth more and more unto the perfect day.
And who ever saw him absent from the public worship of God in the sauctuary,
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except under the pressure of an unyielding compulsion? e loved his Lord too
muchhto igxfringe the divine injunction, *forsake not the assembling of yourselves
togather.

{i)eath was often to him a subject of meditation, and his eye never veered from
looking to Jesus, the author and finisher of his faith. Sometime ago, he asked
me to preach a sermon, on the * uncertainty of life,” adding the words, *“ We do
not know how soon we may be called away from earth, into the presence of God.”
His spirit was already inhaling the fragrance of the Rose of Sharon.

He was exemplary in his attendance on prayer-meetings, and on all other
gatherings of the church. Had he felt inclined, no one could have given a more
feasible renson for non-attendance than he. 1lis hands were always full ; and
his life, up to his last sickness, was one of incessant toil. But in spite of the
work that devolved on him, and in spite of his old age, he was always present
with us in all our assemblages. Iow badly does his life condemn those who
bring silly excuses for absenting themselves from the house of God.

Though & man of years, he had a fundness for children that sprang from his
‘christinnity. Sumetime ago, we needed a Superintendent for our Sunday Schuol ;
and the question was, * who is the person, and whom can we get?” Every eye
was turned to our now deceased brother. Every one knew that he would cast his
whole heart into the work if he undertook it. We asked him to assume the
management of the School. He was not the man to flinch when he saw the
finger of duty pointing him to that office.

Brethren, the church has been bereaved of one of her best ornaments. We
will feel his loss. Not only will we miss his saintly face in the pew, not only
will we miss his activity, his gzeal, bis liberality, and his devotement to the
church, but we will miss his prayers, those utterances of Lis heart and lips to
God for us.

Not only the church but the locality has been bereaved of one of its warmest
friends. Ile was the friend of all good men, whether they belonged to his own
or to another church. He had too much large-heartedness to entertain the view
that goodness could not be found expect within the pale of his own communion.

In his sickness God was with him. The comforts of the gospel were vouchsafed
to him, to cheer him in distress, and to fortify him in the hour of dissolution.
Iis will flowed in the same channel with that of his blessed Redeemer.

Pleased was he to live, or pleased to die, as God willed it. And while the
conviction was deepening in his mind that his sickness would terminate in death,
the smile rested serenely on his face, at the contemplation of life in Jesus.
Iis confession, just before his death, was, “My feet stand firm on the Rock of
Ages.”’

Gleanings,

Pukine Fun at Sciexce.—Lord Neaves, an eminent judge of Scotland, bas
written a volume of songs to ridicule the new theories now fluating about the
scientific world. Mr. Darwin’s theury of the origin of species by uatural selec-
tion is thus made to explain itself:

A deer with a neck that was longer by half
Than the rest of his family’s (try not to laugh)
By stretching and strctchinibccame a giratfe.
Which nobody can deny.
A very small pig with a very long nose
Sends forth a proboscis quite down to his toes,
And he then by the name of an clephant gnes.
- Which nobody can deny.
An ape with a pliable thumb and hig brain,
‘When the gift of the gab he had managed to gain,
As a lord of creation established his reign.
Which nobody can deny.
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Mr. Mill suggested that matter may be a * possibility of sensation,” Lord
Neaves enlarges upon the idea in these stanzas:
AIR: Roy's Wife of Aldavalloch.
Agninst a stone you strike your toe;
ou feel 'tis sore, it makes a clatter;
But what you feel is all you know
Of toe, or stone, or mind, or matter,
Mill and Hume of mind or matter
Wonldn’t leave a rag or tatter;
‘What although
We feel the blow ?
That doesn’t show there's mind or matter.

Had I skill like Stuart Mill,

His own position I could shatter;
The weight of Mill I count as nil,

If Mill has neither mind nor matter.
Mill when minus mind and matter,
Though he make a kind of clatter,

Must himself
Just mount the shelf,
And there be laid with mind and matter,

How Tueorocy 1s OurcrowN.—We hear of some dapper preachers who claim
that the age has outgrown doctrine, They have advanced around the circle to
the place from which they started, and hope they are ready again to enter the
kingdom of heaven like little children, as far as ignorance is cuncerned. Let it
be remembered that systematic theology has its essence simply in clear thinking
and speaking on the subject of that religion which is revealed in the Scriptures.
A man can outgrow systematic theology, therefore, either by ceasing to be clear-
headed, or by ceasing to be religious. I suppose some escape in their haste, by
both ways at once.—DLrof. A. A, Hodge.

Living ror Serr.—Thousands of men breathe, move, and live; pass off the
stage of life, and are heard of no more. Why? None were blessed by them ;
none could point to them as the meaus of their redemption; not a line they
wrote, not a word they spoke, could be recalled, and so they perished. Their
lights went out in darkaess, and they were not remembered more than the infant
of yesterday.  Will you thus live and die, O man immortal? Live for something.
Do good, and leave behind you a monument of virtue that the storms of time can
never efface. Write your name in kindness, love, and mercy on the hearts of
those you come in contact with, and you will never be forgotten.— Chalmers.

Dressing ror Cuurca.—Mrs. II. B. Stowe very fitly says the following :—
Very estimable, and, we trust, very religious young women sometimes enter the
house of God in a costume which makes the acts of devotion in the service seem
almost -burlesque. When a brisk little creature comes into a pew with hair
frizzed till it stands on end in a most startling manner, rattling strings of beads
and bits of tinsel, she may look exceedingly pretty and piquante ; and, if she came
there for a game of croquet or a tableau-party would be all in very good taste;
but, as she comes to confess that she is a miscrable sinner, and that she has done
things she ought not to have done, and lefv undone the things she ought to have
done—as she takes upon her lips most solemn and tremeundous words, whose
meaning runs far beyond life into & sublime eternity—there is a discrepancy
. hich would be ludicrous if it were not melancholy.

An old writer advised :—* If any one speak ill of thee, flee to thine own con-
acience and examine thy heart. If thou be guilty, it is & just correctivn ; if
not guilty, it is & fair instraction ; make use of both, 80 shalt thou distil honey
out of gall, and out of an open enemy create a secret friend.” |
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S:eretary Congregational Union of Canada.

Braxtrorn, Juxg 10, 1868.



