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Philatelists are now becoming tolerably well acquaint-

It has, however, been brought to our notice by certain
leading philatelists that the advaucement of philately
would be much assured by the formation of a Universal
Association, with which ali Philatelic Societies through-
out the world shall bo affiliated. We presume that we
have beeit approaclied on the subject because the
PaiLatewic Courien has & larger circulation in different
2 parts of the world than any ether similiar paper pub-
o lished. We thoroughly approve of the suggestion and
&= gladly give it publicity. The formation of such an assosi-
stion woutd, in_our opinion, be of very great benefit.
Bringing the various socicties into close correspondence
they would be enabled to act simuitaneously everywhere.
Proposed improvements in the postsl systems of various
countrics would be fully discussed and, if decided to bo
advisable and beneficial, the several branches everywliere
could at the same time bring the matter to the notice of
their respective Post-Masters General.  Acting  thus
togethicr the Association would have a very considerable

receiver of more than

be Philatelic Conrier |z
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influence and would bo capable of accomplishing much

ol

Such an association would he very beneficial also to &

philatelists generally. It will go a great way towards =
putting u stop to forgeri s and to variousother iipostures =
that are from time to time practiced or attewmpted. =

Again in the cvent of 3 Wold’s Fair being leld in S
any country such an association would teke official charge
of the ikiiiutelic department and make it a prominent §
feature of the oxhibition. What was so successfully o,
doue at Vienna last fall could be carried out on even a 2,
much larger scale and te wmade a regular part of all great 3
exhibitions. Indeed the Association could easily arrange £
to havo annual neetings or congresses first in one and g
then in another of the great capitals of the werld which 5
would bo attended by delegates from the difforent brauch £
socicties. At those meetings exhibitions of everything &
connected with philately and kindred sciences might be 3
held and valuable prizes offered for the bost collections 3
shown, the best essays written on certain subjects con- &
nected with philutely, etc. In this way a more general 'S
intercst would be awakeued in the subject aud this would g’
be of large beuefit to the rising generatin and to =
students of contemporary history. . £y

Again Philatehists travelling from home would every- 5°
where find friends belonging to socicties affiliated with 2
the Universal Association and would not, therofore, feel 2
likc strangers when away from the places of their &
residence. Anyone who has ever travelled will appreciate 8
the advantage that this will be aud this alone must &
largely tend to popularizo philately and to increase the b
numbers of those iuterested in that aud in kindred £
matters.

RULES OF THE U. P. ASSOCIATION.

Of course a set of rules and by-laws must be prepared 5
and all members should be supplicd with copies thereof =
and with certificates of membership. It would be well
to make it a condition of membership that a candiate .
shall belong 10 a local brauch where he lives, if such a =
braueh; exists, which branch shall recommend him to the =
Universal Society. It would also be advisable to make§
the certificates of membership good for the year ouly in 8
which they are issued and renewable from year to year. 3
Printing the rules and certificates will of course iuvolve
some labor and expence but this could be easily met by 5
charging an adwission fee of say, one dollar and & further S
aunual fee of, say, fifty cents to each member. The rules
might be altered from time to time if deemed neccssa
or advisablo by the aunual congress of philatelists which
we have above suggested.

wind x
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SUBSORIBERS
To tho PritATELIC COURIER may receive back numbers
oxcept No 1, on application, We will pay 25 cents for
any copies of No 1 that our subscribers will return to this
office, our snpply being exhausted.

Sexp PosTaGR.—As our cireulation is now so large
that it entails a heavy expeunss in postage, friends abroad
ordoring cxtra or specimen numbers will please enclose
with their orders a three-cont stamp to pay return

postage.

POSTAL PROGRESS.

The history of the postal service is & record of con-
tinwous reform. Therc has been no retrogression.
Extreme radical changes excepting tlu* bo'd move the
Peuny Post in England —have not, at any time, impelled
its progress, but it has moved stoadily ulong with the ad-
vancemont of science and even apace with the wonderful
cducational strides which mark the presenters.

Step by step tho provisions of the Post have been
brought within the reach of the people, so that to-day its
facilities can be, and are, as couvenicntly availed of by
the laboring classes as by the woalthiest in the land.

Not alone in the gradual reductions in postage rates
has the postal reforin been distinguished. Tho uni-
vereality of the system of the treatment and conveyance
of the mails is onc of the marked features of recent postal
improvements. The wide world over no one peeple enioy
greater advantages in this respect than another. The
suggestions of the advanced and most practical thinkers
on postal matters, adopted by the Postal Union, are simul-
taueously utilized by all ccastitutional govercments, and
hence the postal machinery, not of one country bat of the
civilized world in unison, now moves with the regularity
of clock work.

Is it necessary to jot down the reforms that have been
accomplished during the last half of the present zentury ?
It is not certainly called for because postal exactions
sffect the people so directly that every concession that has
been made is, 30 to speak, as familiar as household words.

1t may not be amiss, however, tv refer to one or two
changes for the better that have recently been made as
indicating tho character of the reforms that aro now taking
shape. The extension of the classes of mail matter is one
of these. A few years ago nothing but letters and news-
papers could be forwarded through the post, even within
tho bordere of our own country. “Now, a postsl card that,
originally, had a very circumscribed limit, can be
sent to the most distant countries, and samples for trade
purposes, and & book post that covers a long list of
miscellancous articles, can be carried everywhere at a
rate of postage s0 trifling that it may be truly said to be
next to nothing.

" And yet, the limit of postal facilities has not been
nearly reached. The spirit of the present day is not
satisfied with the progress that has characterized the
last decades—splendid as that record is. There are un-
doubtedly great achiesements in store in the post office.
Only within tho last few days the Canadian government,
slivato the desires of the people, has intimated its
intention to aboltsh the tax on newspapers from the offico
of publication, so that the newspaper which has become so

indispensiblo in the hiomes of our poople will, honceforth,
be conveyed thers free of post,

In all probebility in a very short time the Parcel Post
rate will beconsid erably reduced and, while now confined
to the Dominion, will thon be extended to all parts of
this continont, to the United Kingdom, and perhaps to
othor Eurepeau countries. Eungland is alreay moving
in this matter of the Parcel Post. What a boon will
this be! Other improvements—Jocal and goneral—
must follow in rapid succession, for the great Postal
Service is bound to adapt itself to tho unmistakable
geuius of the age.

OUR CONTEMPORARIES.

The Stamp Dealers’ Gazette of Bury St. Edmunds,
Eugland, remarks:—* Tho numbers of new philatelic
papers pressed upon us at this season are legion.  Collec-
tors should each support two of the oldest and best.”
Wo would remind our contemporary that the oldest is not
necessarily 1or even ordinurily tho best.

The Stamp World, Ciucinati, for March is at hand,
it claims to have doubled its circulation with that number.
1t is a gocd paper and we rejoice in its success.

The May numbor of the St. Louvis Philatelist has heen
received. This journal is in its tenth year and contsins
much valuable and interesting information in each issue.

The first number of a new stamp paper — the
¢¢ Monituer des Timbroiphiles” publisk ed in Bolguim, has
been received. It is well gotten : » on clear, whito
paper, 8 pages semewhat smaller th.n the PaiLateric
Coorien, and contains a large amount of valuable in-
formation. 'We wish it full succss.

Tho March number of the * Dresdener Illustrirtes
Brifmarken-Journal” is at hand. It is a good paper
and. has & “esecvedly large circulation among German-
speaking phii‘alists.

The 1st and 2nd nambors cf ¢ O Brazil Philatelico »,
publishcd at Sau Paolo, have been recoived, they are
very creditable in appoarance aud in contcuts and will,
doubtless, command a good circulation and achieve
success. ‘The first number favored us with a flattering
notice which we shall try to continue to desurve,

The“New Jorsey Philatelist” for March was pleased
to refer to us most kindly, aud to encourage us in our
notion of making thia paper a m ntkly. We are deeply
abliged to it for its kind wishes, and would gladly make
the chango if the support received frem our Philatlic
friends would warrant us in doing so. We do not as
yet sos our way clear but our ambition ir to become
a monthly. Qur contemporary is one of the best
and most valued of our exchauges. We therofore regret
that the April number has not as yet reached us. We
never reccive a number without learning something
valuable from it.

TO OUR KXCHANGES.

We shall be much obliged to publishers of other
Philatelic journals if they will send us copies of their
papers regularly and promptly in exchange for ours.
Any notices with which they may be disposed to kindly
favor us will ba appreciated, acknowledged aud, as
oceasion may offer, reciprocated.
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GERMAN REPLY CARDS,

The new bill by which it is proposed to introduce the
Goruan system of ¢ reply ' post-cards defines a roply
post-card as *a post-card of such & character that tho
person receiving tho same through the post may without
further paymont again transmit the samo or a part
thercof through tho post.” Tho necessity for thic Aat
has arisen from the circnmstance that the Post Offico
authoritics are at present limited to ono halfpeuny as tho
highest rate for an inland post-card, ‘The bill accordingly
provides that * nothing in the Post Office Acts shall he
deemed to prevent the issuc of a reply pest-card, or the
fixing of & rate of postage fo~ e reply post-card, not
exceeding doublo the rate charged lor an ordinary
pest-card.”

BRISTOL PARCEL POST.

The leading railway companies of the kingdom have
just completed a scries of returns containing full and
valnable information as to the parcol traffic for a period
of four days. ‘I'ho retuurns give the number of parcels
carried under the following weights, namely, 7lb., 14lb.,
2lb,, and 56lb. The return also gives details of the
number of iusured parcels, containing jevellery and valu-
able fabrics, togother with the method of their conveyance
in sealed hampers from one tow. % another, aud the
proportion of parcels for rural districts. ‘These returcs
will furnish important data as to the plaut to be provided
for by the Post Oftice authorities in the carrying out(f the
parcel post [scheme. It is anticipated that as soon as the
parccl post is well established, the limit will be extended
from Tlb. to 14lb. weight.

PO S
TO POSTMASTERS.
Tae Editor will thank Pcstmasters for all information they
will kindly send, respecting new issues of stamps, cards,
and envelopes, or on the subject of changes in important
mail routes; and mn fact for any news respecting new
postal arrangements.  Our ohject is to utilize the large
circ ulation of the Cousier, which goes over the whole
world, to make public such changes.

AUX MAITRES DE POSTE.

Le REDACTEUR sera bien aise de remercier les maitres do
oste que lui feront la bonte de donner de temps a autre
¢3 informatious les plus recentes sur les nouvells emis-

sions de timbers, cartes ou enveloppes, et aussi au sujet de
tous chaugemeuts do routes-malles ; enfiu ser toutes les
nouvelles a propos des reglemeus postaux. Notre but est
de transmettre a tous les quartiers du moude les informa-
tionsi mportantes, lequel nous permet la grande circula-
tion du CougiEg, couvrant le monde entier.

NON-ADHERANTS.

The countries and colonies having organized postal
services which have not yet adhered to the Postal Union
are Bolivia in South Americs, Costa Rica in Central
America, New Zeland and the BDritish colonies in
Australia. With theso oxceptions the territory of the
Universal Postal Union may now be said to emorace the
civilized world. It inclubes an arca of over 50,000,000
square miles, with a population of about 800,000,000.

LY

COLLECTING LETTERS.

In this matter, concorning which we made a fow
remarks in oar last issue, Canada is far behind other
countries as the following from our esteemed correspon-
deat at St. Potersburg, Russia, will illustrute :—“ I was
much astonished that collecting lettors in locked canvass
bags and exchanges in letter-boxes is only proposed in
Canada, It was ulways the manner of collecting lottors
from lettor boxes in St. Petorsburg and in other places in
Russia.”

U. 8. POITAL STATISTICS.

The annual report of the Postmaster General of the
United States, reeently submitted to both houses of Con-
gress, at Washington, D, C., is replete with useful infor-
mation. Wao quote some of ihis as follows :~—

The entire reveaus of the Post Office Department from
July 1st, 1836 to June 30th, 1881 was $574,838,788.03
and the amuunt granted from the Treasury to the Depart-
ment in the samo period agpregated $122,609,817.14—
making the total recoipts $697,448,555.47. The total
expenditures in the same period aggregated the sum of
$591,276,559.89 Tho conirast presented and the vast
increase of tho business in the past forty-five ycars is
shown by the fact that in 183A-T the income of the
Department was ¥4,945,(i86.21 and the expenditure was
$3,288,319.08, while in the yoar 1880--1 the income was
$10,083,319.48 and expenditure $39,592,566.22, The
surplus for the whole period has therefore apparently
been $106,171,996.08. But deducting the amount of the
Treasury grants during the time nnder consideration. wo
find the deficit arising from tho postal service to have
been $6,437,821.06. In 1880-1 the actual revenue was
£36,785,897.97 which gives a deficit independent of the
Treasury grant—$8.297,921.46—of %1,807,168.25.

A GALLANT PRINGE.

Princo Alexander of Bulgria is one of thie most gallant
of rulers, Not loug ago & Parisian who has a mania for
collecting postzge staups, and who owns a marvellous
album, tried and tried in vain to get a complote series of
Bulgarian stamps. She made all kinds of offers,sent out
commissions, ctc., and at last, iwmpatient of all delay,
determined to make a bold attompt to get what she waut-
ed orpensh in the attempt. Sho wrote a letter to Prince
Alexander of Buigaria, explaiming matters to him and
asking him to come to her assistance. Presently came a
graceful letter written in the prince’s own hand and
enclosing a complete collection of his country’s atawmps.

Posral FACILITIES ON THE AMERICAN RaILROADS—
The Post Offico Department has under consideration the
propriety of adopting soma means to enablo travellers on
railrouds to mail postal cards and letters. It is suggested
that this can be done by placing plain lettered mail boxes
in each nger car, and that postal clerks, or messengers
on the train or at the principal stations along the road,
make the cellections, thereby placing the whole thing in
responsible hands and under the control of the depart-
meut.—New Jersey Philatelist.
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ADMISSIONS TO THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL
UNION.

The United States of Colombia, having ceded in 1849
to the Panama Railrosd Company for a term of 99 years
the oxclusive right to transport mails across the isthmus
of Panama, at cortain rates fixed by that company, the
government of that country no longer posscsses complote
rovereignty in postal matters so far as isthinus transporta-
tions ara concerned. Consequently the United States of
Colombia has been admitted to the Union with the reser-
vation that special rates of transit of mails accross the
isthmus are to be applied in lieu of the Union territoriul

transit charges fixed by article 4 of the Couvention of!

Paris,

—

Table showing the countries and colonies which have
acceded to the Postal Union since the dutcof the Post-
masior-Goneral’s report for 1880, and the dates upen
which the said countries and colonies entered, or will
enter, the union.

Grenads. civeavecscccasssascesasss February 1,1881
stt Lucia....'.. 900640 0000000080000 Fcbmary 1’1881
Toh OCQOOQ....OOOOOQQO L R NN N NN ) Fcbrn&ryl’lssl
Turk’s Islands......coveeeaeeces s .. February 1,1881
Chili, Ropublic of. . coveeecceeasiecase. s April 1,18681
Hayti, Republicof ..ccoeovvaereeecess. Julyl, 1881
TParagusy, Republicof.......c.c000eee.. July1,1881
Colombia, United States of..veceueenss.. July 1,1881
Guatemala, Republic of..c.0eeeee. ... August1,1881
B‘rb.dm............. cessescare Sep'.zmbor 1,1881
s‘o Vincent 20 0°000¢ 2000%0000000 e Sep“ml”r 1‘1881
Hawaiian Islends...ocoieeveeene. .o January 1, 1882
Niung“., mpu‘)lic 0(- [IF X R X RN deds e Ma’ 1’ 18b2

ILLUMINATED LETTER-BOXES.

It has beon suggested, and we highly approve the idoa,
that the lioles or slits in the street letter-boxes bo sur-
rounded with & line of luminous paint. This paint costs
little more than ordinary paint. It will be a great con-
veunience at night to all—especially strangers—who wish
to depoeit their letters in the boxes. No matter how dark
or how stormy tho night, theslit into which the lettors are
to be put wiil be as clexrly distinguished as at noon of a

leasant day. Exposure to storms will not injure its

uminous powers more that is ordinary paint injured.
This is a cheap reform that the Post Offico authorities
would do well to consider.

WEIGHT OF U. S. POSTAL MATTER.
In the year ending June 30th, 1881 there were sent
from the United States to foreigi: countries through the
mails the following weights of matter :—

Letters Ps etc,
e Pl
To Euro 285,76 1,104,217,706
To o t.be?.eountries 5,765,536 +104,217,7
sud coloniesin the 23,540,352 175,216,140
Union o’
gt nll stnd  aetg
Totals | 309,175,218| 1,279,433,846
’

U. 8. MONEY ORDERS.

The following table wiil give an idoa of the extent and
importance of the Money Order business transacted by
the Post ()ffices in the United States in tho year onding
June 80th, 1881 :—.
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THE REDUCTION OF LETTER POSTAGE.
from three to two cents will be possible within three
yoars. I believo this rcduction could be accomplished
without the proportionate diminution of receipts which
followed the adoption of three-cent postuge in 1851, The
poople have shown their appreciation of cheap postage.
The iutroduction ef the postal card, instead of diminish-
ing the reccipts, hias on the whole largely increased them.
Two cent postags would, I believe, after one or two yoars’
trial produee the rame result. It is my deliberate judye-
ment that two-cent postage i3 feasib'e in the near futuve.

fourth class matter had to be increased. ‘The great mass
of the people are interested it: cheap latter postage. The
proportion of those benefited by the unremunerative
rates on third and fourth class matter is comparatively
small. Moreover the peoplc who are benefited could
aford to pay more liberally for the advantages extended
to them. The buik and weight of third and fourth class
matter adds so largely to the cost of transporting the
mails that all the profit realized from letter postage is
thereby absorved. If these classes of matter contribnted
proportiorately, two-cent postage would at once be assur-
ed. It the government is tu be & common carrier, ought
it to be compelled to lose monoy thereby? Ought the
many who are interesied in cheap letter postage be taxed
for the benefit uf the few who are concerzed for low rates

on third and tourth class mattor ?

o b2 L a.

.
<

I would favor it even if the rates of postage on third and -
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NEW ISSUES

of Adhesives Post Cards and
Envelopes.

Argentine Republic.—,Our correspondent
inforing ua that the 5 <entavos stamps of the
type of 1867 has been revived but it isfnus
use:l at ite original face velue, It jsperforat-
ed horizontally across the middle. h balf
is used for ¥4 centavo. The numeral 3¢ is so
surcharged in the centre that the perforation
divides it and near the lower edgeappesrs the
surcharge “Provisorio.”” A 12 centavo stamp
is also announced as snon to apl_wnr. Al a
news-band of $4c., a post-card of 2c and reply
cand of 2x2 centavos.

Azores—The current Portuguese stamps
of 25 reis, bistre-brown, is now used in the
Azores surcharged with the nswe of the
Colony.

Austria,—Postal cards and reply-cards,
brawn ou bufY, for 2 kr and 2x2 kr with Rou-
maunian inscription are now current.

Barbadoes.—A $4:1 post-card Jor dotr estic
use only, red-brown, has been issuel,

Belgium.—A new card for dowestic ue, 5¢
violet, is issued, A new style of cands aud
reply-cards for éach official departmeut are in
use,

Bhiops, India-—A new type of 3§ anna,
black ?:;n circulation. " ’

Bragil—The new cype now in uss in_tke
empire is a3 follows :—

30 reis . Llue
100. ¢ . ««o.brOBZE-green
200 * red

Also a very neatly-exccuted post card for
domestic use only, 20 reis, browu and white,
A Postal Union card 8o reis orauge on  white
will shortly appear.

Buigarisn.~A new series~values in atotinkas
—is now curreat.

Cabul.—The current series is of anew style.
The stamps are circular and of the value of 5
and 10 aunas and 1 rupee violet.

Canada.—A aew 1 cent post-card will
shoitly issue. It will be & little larger than
those hitherto in use and without warginal
border. Design otherwise similar to those now
ig use, A n)e]w band of 'I“ hnew atyle has is;u-

d.on pale yellow . The stawp is similar
in degﬂ to the lr:tp%x;ue aud inl; brighter
blue than that was, but is more coarsley exe-
cuted, being apparently a wool engraving.
Philatelists will bearin mindt the late
newshand was farsished in two shades of
paper. A new isiue of stamps is in contempla-
tion but details are not as yet divuiged. Our
readers will have the first infurmativn,
“Cupe of Good Hope.—Our attentive corres-
pondent at Capetown has sent us specimens
of the uew 1d wrapper now in usethere. The
stawnp is oval, color brown, and is very plain
in design.

Cape Verde Ilanda~—The colors of the
current series arc 10 reis, green, 40 reis, yellow!
5o reis, blue.

Dominican Republic—The following en-
velopes have been jstied and are now in use,

¢, blue; 10c, carmine; 15¢, yellow; 20c, bistre-

rown; 30¢, mageuta; 4cc, brown; 4sc violet;
6oc, emerald, Aleo 2¢, orenge and 3¢,
newspaper wrappers.

Dutch India—A eet of unpaid-letter

black; | reis

Holland liave been issued. They are of the
valies of 234, 5, 20, 40 and 75cents,

Ecuador.—~The stamps now current are of
ancw deaign. Their valuos are in centavos
instead of in reals heretofore,

seypt~The color of the 10 parss stamp
has been changed from its recent blue to the
original gray,

Frence.~The new 30x300 reply card, rose
on'buff, is in circulation,

Great Dritain.—A reply card is promised
shortly.

Houduras.—A stamp of a new kind bearing
the inscription “Postal Union,” 2 centavos,
orange, has Leen issued,

Hong Kong.—One dollar ¢ Stamp Duty
now used for postage,

India.—A stamp of & new design—value
one anna and 6 pires-has been issued. Also
a inmas, orange.

taly.—The new postal-union cards are out,
The card is of the same design as the last but
it is of emerald-green and the impression is
brown. Halves 1o centisimi and foxtoc.

Jawaica. 124d and 3d revenue stamps are
used for postage.

Macao.—A new series will shortly be issued.

New Csladonia.—A surcharge of 25c en
35c isin circulation,

Norway.—The following reply cards have
been isued :

5X6 OYC.veernese essensescsnesceeaanse. UItte on bufl
10X10 “* isens {Postal Union)....r0se on white
Also a single card 5 ore blue on Luff,

Paraguay.—The following new pastal cards
are in use:—2 centavos, lilac, and three centa-
vor, blue, and replies 4x4 brown,

Persia.—A neatly-executed stamp of the
mew type black aud chamois with orange
border—30 centimes, is in use.

Peru.—The entire new scries—1, 2, 5, to,
20, and 50 centavosand 1 sole—make a fine
appearance. They are all, however, sur-

arged with the Chilian coat of arms
The 5 and 50 cents and the 1 sole have
in addition the surcharge enclosed in a
horse—shoe—haped impression the words
“Union Postal Univenal ” and under that
“ Perfu” afm the stamp. '(Il‘he entire
set of envelopes—-2, §, 10, 20, and s0—~-hear,
beiides the Peruvian stamp and at itss left the
Chilian coat of arms, impression in vermillion,
and beneaih it the legend *“Caja Fiscal de
Lima.,” Also on the lower left haud corner a
circle enclosing the words “Lima” in the
upper and “Priucipal” in the lower half. The
date is stamped across the ceutre of the circle.
The impresston is in black,

Phi]i;;he Ialands.—-A stamp of the new
value of 12 43 centrde peso has ap .
The following new provisionals have also
appeared:~—2c ycllow surcharge on 200 m desp
green; 1 vblack on 1o cuartos brown; 22
carmine on 2 reals blue. The color of the
currcut 2 4-8 cdepesos is to be changed to
blue.

Portuguese Indis.—The new series was
issued in Jan: and are, asfar as we are
informed, as follows:—: ¥ reis, 4% do,

brown, 6 do 1 tamga, rose, 2 do, blu
4d:l;flaq 8 %o, orange. Tho latest ’xovi:-’
ionaisuextangt, 8 e on the 10c
reis lilac and 2 targa black s e en 300
brown.
Portugal.—A stam

25 reis red-brown of
a mew type for poy

aud telegraph service

atamps of the same type a8 those In use in

has been issued,

Queensland.—High and low value of Fiscal
Stampa are now used for postage,

Russin.—Samps of the following new values
are now in use:—I1, 2, 3, 5. 7, 15, 3? and 70
kopecs, The new envelupesare of the values
of 7 kopeca and are stamped in blue, It is
aunounced that after January 1st proximo
stamps of a large size for telegraph and postal
aervice will be introduced. ‘The values will
be 3% aud 7roubles, Also envelopesof 4ok.,
postal cards 3k., aud bands for printed matter,
tk,, orauge and 2k greeu.

Servia.—A ncw series of unpaid-letter
stamps has jssued.

South Auetralia.—The ‘1 penny (green )
starp is surcharged with the words  Half
Penny” and a Jine is drawn through the
vriginal lenomination “one ']J»enny.”

Straits Settlement—On the 15th, of Jan-
usry the new 5 and to cent staps were issu-

Switzerland.—~The lor:g-promised niew series
of stam{:s for this country have been issued
and make a very creditable appearance. They
are of two types. Tlhe first are of the values
of 2, 3, 5, 10, 12 and 15 centimes, They bear
the wonl “ Helvetin ** forming the arc of a
circle and the Geneva cross in the upper and
the denomination in the lower half. The
others arc of the values of 20, 25, 40 and 30
centimes and 1franc, The centre is an oval
occupied by a figure of Helvetia bearing in
her right hand a lance and supporting with
Ler left a shield on which is emblazoned the
Geneva cross. Over her bead is the word
“Helvetia™ and the encircling oval is occupicd
by 22 stars, The denominativn of the stamp
is noted below the feet of the Goddess,

Uraguay.-—It is announced thatstamps con-
forming to the Postal Union rates will be
shortly issued, Their values will be g, 10and
20 centavos,

Venezuela~“Escuelas,”-A new 5 bolivares,
blue, is in use. .

Wurtemburg—A new stamp, value 1 mark
bas been added to the serics of service stamps.

‘We invite all Gorrespondents to send us.
ON APPEARANCE, provisional issnes or new
issues to the amoumt of One Dollar or Five
Franos in lowest values, for which we will
remit promptly on receipt.
H, HEOHLER,

184 Argyle Street,
Halifax, Nova Sootia.

FREE NEWSPAPERS.

The House Committze on Postoffices
and Post Roads of the U. 8. agree to report
unfavoradbiy on the bill providing that
newepapers and periodicals be sent

free to members of the lifesaving service,
favorably on the bill to fix tho compen-
sation of postmasters of tho fourth class,
and favorably on the bill providing the
rate of postage on second-class mail
matter at letter-carrier offices be 2 cents

per pound.
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PUBLISHERS OF POILATELIC ALDUMS.

Long experionce and much consideration of the matter
has led us to the conclusion that publishers of philatelic
alburs, cspeciully the larger and more vaiuable and
costly ones do not take tho proper mothod to meet the
natural desires of their customers. A collector of stamps
wlo has paid a considerable sum for an album that is at
the time completo und who has oxpended a large amount
of money in buying stamps to fill it—to say nothing of
the patienco, skill and labor involved—often discovers
that the list of the s'amps of his album was not as com-
plote as hie thought it was, and he always finds that thero
have been now cmissions 1 different countries and that
old styles have beon retired and become obsolete. Under
theso circumstances he upplies to the album publishers
and is advised to buy a newer, revised edition in volumes.
The most euthusiastic collector feels that this is not what
he desires. He does not wish to throw away the book on
which he has expended so much pleasant labor.  Then
the work of removing the stamps that have been pasted
into one bouk, from the old in o the new albuin, that will
itself soon be obsolete, is not certain to be a complete
success aud will not recommend itself to any sensible
person, In fact there can be no doubt that this difficulty
i3 one important reason why many persons who have
begun the study of the Philatelic Artaund the gatheriug of
collections have given it up in disgust, Thus not ouly
publishers of albums but dealers in stamps lose customers
who might have boen retained or attracted if a proper
regard to their convenienco was shown.

It is very well to endeavor toinduce & new customer
to purchaso the newest and fullest edition of an album
but, after that, {mblishers should put themselves in &
position to supply their customers from time to time with
supplement« to the albums that they have already sold
them. We are convinced that they will, in the long ruun,
find this course more profituble thau that they now
follow.

In publishing albums as in every other business there
is so much competition that those who most traly consult
tho tastes and desires of their patrons will reap the
amplest reward. We commend this idea to the considera-
tion of Publishers of Philatelic Albuws.

Free Postar Detivrry.-—Lettors, papors, etc, are

gelivered to their addresses in 109 cities in the United
States.

USE OF POSIAGE STAMPS.

A correspondent of the Public Le-dger, Philadelphia,
attributes the first use and issue of Postage stamps to
John Lorimer Graham, pastmaster in New York in 1842.
These stamps were, he says,about the size of the stamp
now in use, bore the head of Washingten and were of
the value of three cents. The postmasters of St. Louis,
Baltimore, Alexaudria, Va., New Haven, Providence, R.
1., and Brattleboro, Vt., followed about in the order
named in (845 and 1846. According, however, to the
recollection of an old employe of the New York post-
office, stamps wero brought into use first by Postmaster
Morris in 1347 or 1848, He issued stamps of his ewn at
five and ten cents apiece, those being the then current
rates of postage ; but the postmasters throughout the

country refused to rocognizs thom. In 1851 an act of
Congross was passed which led to the introduction of the
rates and siamps now in use.

BRASS-LOCK REGIS‘[‘I&' EXCHANGE SYSTEM.

Tho **brass-lock registry exchange system,” established
two yoars since and explained in my report of last year,
has proven completely successful, and is rapidly being put
in operation on all important lines of star service in the
country. It corrasponds to the through-pouch system on
tho railroads, to which it is an adjunct, and is governed
by somewhat similar regulations. Not only doos it
greatly add to tho security of rogistered matter, but it
greatly facilitatas its transmission and saves much labor
in re-andling.  Prior to the establishment of the systom
registored mattor was rebilled and recorded at each inter-
mediato post-office on the line in order to fasten the
respousibility in case of loss. It not untrequently
happened that the registered mail was so large that it
could not bo handled in time for the first outgoing mail,
and was permitted to lic ovor to be sout on & subsequent
day. On ono important star route a post-office inspector
reported constant detentious of registcred matter, varying
from ten to Sfteen days, when the scheduel time for the
trip was only fiftcon hours, The delay in rehandling
registered matter at intermodiate offlces was frequently
pleaded by contractors in extenuation of failure to make
schedule time, and as a reason for the remittancoe of fines
imposed for such failure.

FXPRESS MONEY ORDERS.

One effect of the adoption by tho express companies
of the money order system of transmitting emall sums
will inevitably be tc greatly diminish the revenus hitherto
derived by the government from the corresponding branch
of its postal service. Money may now be sent by express
order more cheaply than by any facility offered by the
postal service, while the sccurity to the sender is equally
bLsolute, and the promptitude in transmission certainly
no less. Add to this the fact that express agents are as &
rule more accessible than postmasters or their clerks—the
formers’ tenure of place depending more directly on
their ability and disposition to please the public—and
sou have a combination of influeuces tonding to divert
this class of business from the government to the express
corapanics that cannot fail to make themselves foit. Itis
plain to seo that the revenuo the government las been
reaping from this source, and which has goue a consider-
able way towards making the postal service self-sustain-
ing, will show a sudden and serious falling off from the
causes maoutioned, but we suppose that all Uucle Sam can
do is to grin and bear it.—Prarie Farmer.

RARITIES.

Dealers desiring varieties at special prices in quan-
tities will please write for our private list.

Special attention is iuvited to my assortment of

Provincial stamps, viz., Nowfoundland, P. E. Island, New

Brunswick and Nova Scotia.

\

. Henny HECHLER,
Importing Dealer in Foreign Pestage Stamps.
184 Argyle Street,
Halifax, Nova® Scotia, Canada.
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EXCHANGE OF MONEY ORDERS WITH CANADA.

The number of Cunadian international money orders
issied in the Umted States was 40,008, amounting to
$827,756.92, of which amount $3,820.94 were repaid to
the remitters ; and the number paid in the United States
was 88,375, amounting to $611,163.69. The fees reccived
for the orders issued in the United States amounted to
$14,058.65. A comparison of th's business with that of
the preceding year eoxhibits an increass of %316,140.34,
or nearly 62 per cent., i the issues ; of $188,434.02, or
neurly 45 per cent, in the paymente, and of $2,485.45, or
nearly 21% per cent, in fees,

———
DEAD LEITERS.

By careful reckoning based upon an actual count
made in every p st office in the United States during the
first week in December, 1430, it has been ascertained
that the whole number of letters mailed in this country in
the last fiscal year was 1.045,107,848. The number
reaching the Dead-Letter Office duriiig the same pcriod
was 8,323,621 or one in every 315.  The total number of
letters, and of packages that were of sufficient value to be
recorded and filed, received during the yeir ended June
30, 1881, was 8,674,205, an increase of 854,623 over the
number received during the preceeding year. For con-
venieace of treatment they were classifiod a3 follows :
Unclaimed domestic letters, 2,791,050 ; held for postage,
279,244 ; misdirected, 242,556 (not including 381,184
foreign letters with imperfect or crroneous addresses);
withoutany superscription wliatever,(iiie majority of them
bearing stamps to pay postage,) 9,479 ; letters addiessed
to foreign countries, and containiug articles (coin,
Jjewelry, &c.) which are forbidded to be sent in the inter.
national mails, 1292 ; Jetters of foreign origin, 284,127
(of’ which 31,184 wero seat 10 the Dead-Letter Office on
account of erroneous or imperfect addresses); forcign
P;rgglls (unopened), 13,866; and domestic packages,

62,591,

Of the letters and packages opened, 13,617 wero
founq to contain meney amounting to $40,587.80; 22,012
coniining drafts, money orders, checks, notes, &c., the
aggregato face value of which was $1,299,062.51 ; 37,978
contatned recoipts, paid hotes, and canceled obligations of
all sorts; 38,731 containe } photographs ; 61,556 con-
tained small remittances of postage-stamps; and in
15,213 there were found valuable articles of third and
fourth class matter in endless varicty. The amount of
money separated from dead letters fir which no claimant
could be fonnd was #6,584.40, which was deposited in
the Treasury. The amount of postage colle:ted upon
short-paid matter forwarded to destination, und upon
unclaimed packages of third and fourth class matter
returned to owners, was $3,109.34. The rccords of the
department show that 8,588,918 rogistered lotters and
packages were muiled in this country daring the year.
I this number only 2,614 reached the Dead-Letter Office;
and of these 2,:81 weras finally delivered to the owners,
the balance being placed on file awaiting identification by
the parties interested.

NEW REGISTERED LOCK.

A long-telt want has at last been supplied in securing
a suifable lock for through pouches. This lock is under
contract and will be put in use about the first of Januwary
next. Itis fitted with a combination of numbers, the
order of which is changed by turning the key, The pouch
will be billed at the dispatoh office under a given number
corresponding with the lock, and receipted for under this
number from point to point until it reaches the office of
destination. Improper intefecance will be readily detect-
cd by a disagresment, between the nwmber on the lock
and that on the bill, and the respousibility readily located,
1t frequently happens that through pouches are compelled
to lie over in trausit at intermediate through-pouch offices;
and in case of such tempurary detention it becomes
necessary, with the use of the present ordizary lock, to
require the postmaster to open the pouch, check off,
certify, and record its contents. This imposes a vast
deal of clerical labor which will be saved by the use of
the new lock, avoiding as it does the necessity of opening
pouches between terminal offices. In the mode of con-
struction the new lock is much superior in all respects to
the old one.

R e

THROUGH-POUCH EXCHANGES WITH CANADA.

In June last, after some preliminary negotiations,
formal arrangements were entered into with the Post-
Office Department of Canada for direct exchanges of
through registered pouches between Buffalo, N. Y., and
the principal post offices in the province of Outario. The
arrangement is now in successful operation, and uegotia-
tions are very nearly concluded for through exchanges
with the eastern portion of the Dominion of Uanada,

A NEW USE FOR STAMPS.

A German paper says that bales of used stimps are
now sent to China where there is an active demind for
them fora novel use. The Celestials paste them on strips
of linen which are used in the sume way thal we use room
paper, and bring a high price. The demand is growing, as
this new “room paper” is fashionablo, especially among the
higher and wealthier classes of society. A room papered
with old postage stamps is regarded as extremely ¢ high-
toned "—in fact aésthetic.

TRANSVAAL STAMPS.

Our attentive correspondent in Natal, South Africa
writes as follows :—<] notice by Philatelic publications
in the United States that the Datch Government (in the
Tranvaal) has issued a set of stamps since the pluce was
handed back to it—the values, colors and sizes being given.
Now as I made special enquiry about this the otlier day
when writing to enquire aiter the 4d stamps, I am in a
position to_deny this statement, the Postmaster having
written and told me that they have no new stamps yet, but’
are still using the British government stamps bearing the
Queen’shend. * * & ® | fancy the person or persons
who have been so quick to supply the Philatelic world in
general with this information have got out of their reckon-
ing and have got hold of the old Dutch fiscals which
answer the given description in a very accurate manner
—henee I believe the mistake.”
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HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA.

184. Argyle Street,

Canadian Pacific Railway Company.

Land Grant of 25,000,000 acres from the Government of the
Dowminion ¢f Canada,

Sce the Company’s adverlisement which is transmitted with this
issuc of the PuiLatrric Countin.

The Company offers lands in the Feriile Belt of Manitoba and
the North-West Territory, for sale, on certain conditions as_to culti-
vation, at the price of ®2.50 ( tos. stg.) per acre, one-sixth pay-
able in cash, and the balance in five aunual instolliments, with
interest at 6 per cent., a rebate of fifty per cent., for actual cultiva-
tion being made as hereinafter dcscribed. ]

The ondinary conditions of sale are ;—

1. That all improvements placed upon Innd purchased shall remain
thercou untit fnal puyment for the lund hus been made.

2. That all taxes, nud assessments inwfully imposed upon the land
or lmprovements shall bo pald by the purchinser,

Tho Company resorves from selection at tho above price all
mineral, coal, or wooad-lunds, stone, xlate, and marhlo cﬁunrrlo*. lands
with water powor thereon, and tructs for town sites and rallway purposes;
and, ax regards lunds having somie standing wod, but not heroby
excluded from sclectlon, tho purchaser will only be permitied to cut &
sufticlent quantity for fuel, fenclug, and for the erection of buildiugs on
his land until he shall iave recelved the final conveyance thercof

Tuo minernl and conl lands and quarrics, and tho lunds con.
trolling water power, will bo dlurosod of on very llberal terms to p2rsons
giving sutlsfactory vvidence of thelir lutention to utilise them.

s. ‘1 ho purchaser will be required, within four ycars from the date
of tho contract for the purchaxe of the land, to bring vnder cultivation,
and sow, reap,and crop on onv-half of tao sl Innd,except whon otherwise
cxpressly agrecd und declured In the contract by renson of any speciul
obatucle to auch cultivatlon. Dalry farming, ce inlxed grain and dalry
furming, toun extent to be ngrecd upon, wil be accepled us the equivalent
of cultivation, entitling the scttler to the rebate,

6 A credit of $r.35 (ss. stg.) per acro will bo allowed for all land so
cultivated durlng four years,

7. A reservation of 100 ft. in width for right of way, or other rallroad
purposes, will bo made in all cuses,

8. Iftho purchascr of a aection, or part of & ecction, belng a < boua
fide” settler, resydent upon the land purchased, or upon an adjolning
ascct'on, falle to curry out in thelr entirety the conditions of his contract
with respect to cultivation and cmplmm. within ths xpecifled time, tho
Company rescrves the right, in thelr option, to diminish the guantit,
to be conveyoed 1o him under his contract, to such an extent thatthe shall
not be entitied to demand o con\'o?'nncc of more than double the Suunluy
cultivated and cropped, the quantity whicl: he ay so demand not to
excect one-hnifof tho quantity mentioned in his contract, and, i€ not
exceeding 160 acres, to be taken In the quarter section, in which the
greater part of such cultavation and cropping hns beea done; or, if In
excens Of 160 acres, then such excess to Le taken from an adjoinin

unrter section 3 and as to the portion of the land contructed for, which
the Company shall decide not to canvey to such purclinser, his cialm to
tho sumo shitll be forfelted,unad such portion shall not be convoyed to him
by the Company; and thereupon the price shall be ndjusted ax 1f tho con-
truct of kale ind ordinarily been mude for the portlon actually conreyed
to the purchaser.

The object of the forgolng clatse Is to prevent the Compans’s land
from tulling inio the handsof speculators to the disadvantage of the
actunl 8eitler; bul as respects “bonu flde” settlers, the purposo und alm of
?r lll‘lltc Company is to affurd them every possible conslderation aud
ucliity.

9. Specinl conteacts will be madle for tracts.cxcoedlng ono section,
for settiementipurposcs or for cattle ralsing.

10. Liberal rates for scttlers und thelr effects will be granted by the
Compuny over its rullwuy.

31, The land grant bonds of tho Company wiil he received at 1o per

cent. premium on the parvalue with acerued futerest, in payment for
lunds thus, reducing the price of the land to the purchaser.

For further information, apply at the office of the Company,
Bartholemew Place, London, Ln;ilnnd; to John H. McTavish,
Land Commnissioner, Winnipeg, Manitoba, or to the Secretary
of the Company, at Montreal, Canada.

GEORGE STEPHEN, Praident.
CHHARLES DRINKWATER, Secrefary.
Canada Pacific Railway Co , Montreal, Canada,



