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The Sabbath,

BY H. E. Q.

O paY of all the days the best !

day of joy and peace and rest !
When free from worldly toil and care
We hasten to the place of prayer.

'Tis there we meet the One Divine ;
Be that my onl{ thought, and thine ;
Thy holy temple is to me

A sacred place to worship Thee,

With reverent heart, humble and meek,
Thy loving favour we will seck ;

The promised blessing there to claim,
Because we come in Jesus’ name.

Then let Thy face upon us shine,
And fill our souls with love divine,
That every heart a shrine may be
Where we will worship only Thee,

The pardon of our sins we crave

From Him who came a world to save ;
The peace, the promised peace is given,
An earnest of the rest of heaven.

Frontier, Que.

The Bible Read Consecutively,

BY JOHN IRELAND,

I BEGAN last Easter and ended on the third
of October, This is the third time I read it
consecutively ; the first time wasin 1857, and
the second in some intervening year, I forget

what. My object in the first reading was to
improve my conversational ability, for, as a
common school-teacher, I frequently met with
ciergymen. The second reading was to learn
its literature, for, for a teacher not to have
read the Bible, was not to improve his reputa-
tion. The third reading had for its object, to
see if it really is the word of God. 1 concluded
that, if the Book is inspired, it must be true,
and if true, it can stand criticism, provided
the criticism is itself true. I read it very care-
fully, marking many verses to be used in future
reference. It can {e thoughtfully read in a
year, but a lifetime is too short to digest its
full significance.
I dwelt a long time on the first three words,
“In the begivning.” I inferred that there
was a beginning, that there was a point in the
deep past, when things that are were not, 1
then looked at the other side, the atheistic,
the materialistic, *‘ that matter never had a
beginning, that it can nevér have end since it
could no more end itself than it could begin it-
self.” There is no relief in this view, it is
much more complicated than the view given b
the Bible. It aliogether tro - nds man's
comprehension, that a material . could be
made of nothing ; there are no exa.. vles, yet
the alternative is even more difficult, We
cannot at all conceive how a thing could have
had no beginning, yet some one of the two
hypotheses must be the true.
he Bible is full of mystery, full of miracle,
full of majesty, I might add, full of mercy.
There is a positive proof of design rvading
the whole visible creation. I conclude that
God is the author of the Bible, and that it is
better for us all to be than not to be.

——e——

LET our prayers ascend morning and evening.
Let our days begin and end with God,— Chan.
ning.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.

THIRD QUARTER: STUDIES IN JEWISH HISTORY.

¥, C. 1490.) LESSON V.

GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord is with

Authorized Version,
Num. 13. 1720, 2333, [Commit to memory
verse 20, |
(Study connection in chaps. 13 and 14.]

17 And Mo’ses sent them to spy out the land of |

Ca'naan, and said unto them, Get'you up this way
southward, and go up into the mountain:
18 And see the land, what it és; and the people

that dwelleth therein, whether thiey be strong or

weak, few or many ;

19 And what the land is that they dwell in, |

whether it be good or bad ; and what cities they be
that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong-
Ids §

20 And what the land is, whether it be fut or |

tean, whether there be wood therein, or not.  And
be ye of
land
grapes.

23 And they came unto the brook of Esh'col,
and cut down from thenee a branch with one clus-
ter of grapes, and tlm}' bare it between two upon a
stafl; and they brought of the pomegranates, und
of the figs.

24 The place was ca'led the brook Esh'col, be-
enuse of the clusier of grapes which the children
of Is'ra-el cut down from thence,

95 And they returned from searching of the lund
after forty duys,

26 And they went and came to Mo'ses, and to
Aa'ron, and to all the congregation of the children
of Is'ru-¢l, unto the wilderness of Pa'run, to Ku'-
dexh; and brought back word unto them, and
wnto all the congregation, and showed them the
fruit of the land.

27 And they told him, and suid, We came unto
the Jund whither thou sentest us, and surely
it floweth with milk and honey ; and this is the
fruit of it.

28 Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell
in the land, and the cities are walled, and ver
great: und morcover we saw the children of A'na
shere.

290 The Am'a-lek-ites dwell in the land of the
south: and the Hit'tites, and the Jeb'u-sites, and
the Ami'o-rites, dwell in the mountains: and the
Cw'naan-ites dwell by the sea, and by the coust of
Jor'dan,

30 And Ca'leb stilled the people before Mo'ses,
and fnid, Let us go up at once, and possess it ; for
we are well able to overcome it.

31 But the men that went up with him said, We
be not uble to go up against the people; for they
are stronger than we,

32 And they brought up an evil report of the
fand which they hmf searched unto the children
of ls'ra-cl, saying, The land, through which we
have ronu to search it, s a fund that eateth up
the inhabitants thereof ; and all the people that we
saw in it are men of a great stature.

ow the time was the time of the first ripe

THE REPORT OF TIE SPIES.

ood courage, and bring of the fruit of the |

[Aug. 1.

us : fear them nots Num. 14, 9.

Revised Version.
17 And Mo'ses sent them to spy out the land of
Ca naan, and said unto them, Get you up this
way by the South, and go up into the moun-
tains: and see the land, what it is; and the
people that dwelleth therein, whether they be
strong or weuk, whether they be few or many ;
und what the land is that they dwell in, whetie
it be good or bud ; und what cities they be that
they dwell in, whether in camps, or in strong-
holds ; and what the land is, whether it be fut
or lean, whether tliere be wood therein, or not,
And be ye of good courage, und bring of the
fruit of the lund. Now the time was the time
of the first ripe grapes.
And they came unts the valley of Esh'col, and
cut down fromthencea branch with one cluster
of grapes, and they bare it upon a stuff between
two ; they brought ulso of the pomegranates, and
of the figs, That place was called the valley of
Eshi'col, beeause of the cluster which the children
5 of Is’ra-el cut down from thence. Andthey re-
turned from spying out the land ut the end of
3 forty days. And they wentand came to Mo'ses,
and to Au'ron, and to all the congregation of the
children of Is ra-el, unto the wilderness of Pu'ran,
to Ku'desh ; and brought back word unto them,
and unto all the congregation, and showed them
the fruit of the land. And they told him, und
said, We came unto the land whither thou
sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and
loney ; and this is the fruit of it. Howbeit the
people that dwell in the land are strong, and
the cities arc fenced, and very great: and more-
over we suw the children of A'nak there. Am’
a-lek dvrelleth in the land of the South : and the
Hit'tite, and the Jeb'u-site, and the Am’o-rite,
dwell in the mountains: and the Ca'naan-ite
dwelleth by the sea, and along by the side of
Jor'dan, And Caleb stilled the people before
Mo'ses, and said, Let us go up at once, and pos-
sess ity for we are well able to overcome it.
But the men that went up with him said, We
be not able to go up against the people; for
they ure stronger than we.  And they brought
up an evil report of the land which they had
spied out unto the children of Is'ra-el, saying,
The land, through which we have gone to spy it
out, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants
thercof; and all the people that we saw in it
| 33 are men of greut stuture. And there we saw
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And there we saw the giants, the sons of the Ne'phi-lim, the sons of A'nak, which come of
Anuk, which come of the giants : and we were |

o sight as grasslioppers, and so we were i ; ir si
st nIn'I‘;_Iu( s grasshioppers, an € We | s grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight,

tie Ne'p hiclin: and we were in our own sight

TIME.—July or August. B, (. 1400, [ low fur ha Moses told them to got
PLACE«—Kudesh=barnen, in the wilderness of What were they to find out ¢
Paran, identified beyond reasonuble Near what historie city was Esheol 2
Ain Gadis.. DOCTRINAL SUG( N Was it a ¢ brook ** or o * valley 17
~The sin of unbelief. Why did they bear the cluster * upon a staff #

= How long were they absent ?
HOME READINGS. 3. Returning, v. v
M. Report of the spies. Num. 18, 17 What did the spies agree in reporting t
7. Report of the spies.  Num. In what did they disagree ?
I, Mistrust. Num, 14. 1-12, | Who were the *“sons of Anak?"
7%, The punishment,  Num, 14, 13 Note all the traces of civilization to be found in
F. Judgment on the rebellious.  Num, 14, | this report,
| What was the minority report ?
N. Remembrunce of the fact. Num. 32, 6-15, | What is the Goroex Texr?
Without fear, Psuli 44, | What proof did they bring of the fertility of the
[ new country ?
LESSON HYMNS, What was the effect of the report upon the
} people ¥
New Canadian Hymnal. What was the basis of the report of the ten
spies?

What was the hope that Caleb und Joshua ex-
pressed 1
. 26, New Canadian Hymnal, lilmhi ,h'n‘e these two men been ever since re-

arded !
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us. ‘ Practical Teachings,
See how little past mercies affect present judg-
ment of God’s willingness, The memory of the
. 264 New Canadian Hymnal. 1 Red Sea ought to have made the Israclites ready to
trust for anything. It is just so to-day.

The spies did their real duty well, They re-
ported as instructed by Moses. Their error lay in
QI'ESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS. | giving advice and passing judgment upon what
1. Sent, v. 17-20, they saw,

Study this lesson with a mup in order to have Trembling, afraid, and in a frenzy of wrath, all
clearly in mind the location of the Places men- | the people—in the center of the eamp ““the pillar
tioned, of cloud ;" God near; God forgotten, It is Just
'hy were spies sent to Canaan ! Deut. 1, [ o to-day,
llere was a turning point in the history of a

Ifthe Israelites had had full faith in God would | generation, They turned the wrong way and per-
they have elamored for spies ! | ished, The crisis of our lives may come any day.

Who were the spies? (Verse 8 of this chapter.) | How will we turn?

Out of the whole number, whose names only
have remained familiar to men ?

Why have these men been remembered and the
others been forgotten ? 1. Sent, v, 17-20,

What is generally the character of the men who Wlio sent out the spies ?
have been longest remembered 1 Iow many were sent, and how selected ?

What does * this way southward » mean ? (Verse 2.)

What was *“ the mountain " What dircctions did Moses give them for their

Where had the Israelites seen warriors in strong- | journey ?
holds? Where had they scen wurriois who dwelt What were they to leurn about the people ¢
in tents ? What about the cities?

What is meant by o “fut” and a * lean land? What about the land and fruits?

What was “the time of the first ripe grapes 1 What was the season of the year?

2. Searching, v, 23-25, 2. Searching, v. 23-25,
How extensive was the Jjourney of the spies ? To what valley did the spies come ?

How happy every child of grace.

There is a land of pure delight.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

|
|
|
,' SCHOLARS.
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What fruit did they take thence ! ‘ QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER

Why did they call the place Esheol ? SCHOLARS.

How long were they engaged in the search
3. Returning, v. 26-33.

Where were the Israclites encamped ?

To whom did the spies make their report?

What did they say about the land t

‘What about the people and citices {

What tribes did they name and locate !

What was Caleb's advice?

What said the other spies?

What was their report as to the land !

What then did they say about the people !

What were they themselves in comparison

To what good connsel did Caleb and Joshua ad-
here! (GoLpeN Texrt.)

Where were the children of Isracl now?

What had God promised them?

What did he tell Moses to do?

What for?

How many men did Moses send !

What did he tell them to do?

What were these men called ?

Ilow long did they search the land ?

What fruits did they bring back

What report did they give?

Did they want to go and take the land?  Noj
they were afraid.

What did Caleb and Joshua say !

Why were they not afraid? They believed
God.

Teachings of the Losson, What causes fear! Unbelief.

Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That prudence is wisdom? What Faith Says.
2, That faith gives courage? God, who leads me, knows the way.
8. That unbelief magnifies difficulties ! 1 will trust him every day.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAI NOTES.
BY ROBERT R, DOHERTY, Pil.D.
General Statement.

In our lust lesson we watched the Israclites as, following the pillar of cloud and of fire, they marched
from the sacred mountain, Their route was northward, and after three months of journeying they came
to Kadesh-barnea, * the holy place,” on the southern border of the promised land,  Across a ridge of
hills lay the Negeb, or South Country, and farther on were the walled and towered cities of Canaan. It
was the desire of Moses to enter the land at once, fearing neither the Amorites of the mountain region
nor the Canaanites of the seacoast plain, But the people were not as courageous and faithful as their
leader. They clamored for scouts or spies who should be sent to examine the land and its inbabitants,
and bring a report of its attractions and dangers. Moscs aceepted the suggestion, and twelve men, one
from cach tribe, were appointed. They set forth, probably in pairs, and traveled as fur north as the
sources of the Jordan. The fertility of Canaan, its mountains everywhere, the variety of its products,
and the abundance of its brooks and streams, excited their wonder. They brought home as a tokeu of
its great resources one gigantic cluster of rapes ent in Esheol, But they presented the most alarming
picture of the inhabitants, They found tortified cities, inhabited by elans of warriors, some of whom
were of gigantic size, an! their cowardly hearts shrank und sank. The people were smitten with terror
as they listened to the fiightened scouts, and were ready to return to Egypt rather than to face such
difficulties. Two of the spies, Caleb of Judah and Joshua of Ephraim, vainly endeavored to stem the
tide of popular feeling by calling to the people’s mind their God, his presence, and his promise. But
the musses had lost heart, and their eraven spirit showed that they were not fit to inherit the land by
conquering it. A generation must die in the desert before Isracl shall be ready for its high destiny.
"The worst of it all was that the terrors which the spies saw and the people heard were almost entircly
imaginury. Canaan was at this time a decayed nation. Its people were more afraid of the Hebrews
than the Hebrews were of them,

N

Verse 17. And Moses sent them. From | names of the twelve spies, one from each tribe, are
this account in Numbers we might suppose that | given in this chapter; but we know nothing about
the scheme of sending out the spies came from | any except Caleb from Judah and Joshua from
Moses. But from Deut. 1. 19-23 we learn thatthe | Ephraim. (2) Brave men who are ready to do and
suggestion was made by the people, and that Moses | to dare are the men who are remembered. 1t is notice-
wished to go up at once and possess the land. | able that thetwo tribes which became the rival cen-
(1) How much Israel lost and how much we lose by | ‘ers of the future Kkingdoms thus early shosed their
lack of faith! 'To spy out the land. The ' dominance. The land of Canaan. The word
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means “lowland,” and it was so named from its
hest known people, the Canaanites, who lived by
the sea.  Physically, it consists of four sections ex-
tending north and south : (1) A plain by the sea,
the home of the Canaanites and Philistines ; (2) A

of mountains, then inhabited by Amorites,
Jebusites, and Tittites ; (3) The Jordan valley,
also occupied by the Canaanites ; (4) The eastern
tuble land, where dwelt the Moabites, Ammonites,
and Amorites, Between the Jordan and the Med-
iterranean it is nearly as large as ![HHNIICIIU."L“[*'
containing a little more than six thousand square
wiles. Get you up this way southward,
Rather, by the Negeb, or South Country, a defi-
nite seetion of country between Hebron, the Dead
Scu, Kadesh, and the Mediterranean. Into the
mountain. The mountuin region, the backbone
of the country, between the Jordan valley and the
seacoast plain,

18, 19, See the land. The word here used
implies a close inspection of the land, The peo-
ple. The inhabitants of Palestine at this time
were of Hamitie origin, and were mainly of two
r the Amorites, ‘“mountaineers,” and the
Cunaanites, * lowlanders,” though both of these
were subdivided into various clans, Good or
bad. Productive or unproductive, Tents or in
strongholds. Whether nomadie tribes, like the
Bedouin Arabs of to-day, or settled or civilized
peoples in walled towns,

20 Fator lean, Whether productive or bar-
ren. Wood therein, Anciently Palestine was
well wooded, though the forests have long ago
been cut down, Be ye of good courage, The
service needed courage, for the spies would be in
danger of death from the Canaanites if they should
be taken.  Bring of the fruit, As tokens of its
fertility to encourage the Israclites, The time
of the first ripe grapes, This was the end of
July or the beginning of August, three months
after the departure from Mount Sinai,

23, 24. The brook (1'evised Version, * ygl-
ley ) of Eshcol, A valiey north of Hebron,
which still produces the finest fruit in Palestine,
One cluster of grapes. Such clusters are
found  weighing ten und twelve pounds each,
Bare it between two. Not on account of its
weight, but in order to protect the grapes, Luther
has a fine thought to the effect that these two men
were emblems of those living under the two dis-
pensations,  The first was in advance of the bless-
ings of the Gospel; the second followed them,
could look upon them, and taste them as he
wilked.  Called . . . Eshcol.
“cluster,”

25, 26. Returned from searching. From
the Egyptian monuments it appears that travel be-
tween Egypt and Syria through Pulestine was
common, so that the journey of the spies might not
dttract much attention. The wilderness of

Meaning
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Paran. This is the great central tract in the Si-
naitic peninsula in which the Israelites spent most
of the forty years of the wandering. To Kae
desh.  Where the Israclites then were encamped,
on the border of Palestine. Its precise location
has long been questioned, but we strongly favor
the identification at Ain Qadees or Gadis, south-
west of the Dead Sea, and south of Beersheba,
Unto all the congregation. Their report was
publicly rendered. Showed them the fruit,
Which was in itself & good report of the land,

27, Floweth with milk and honey, A
proverbial expression for great fertility, Such a
land was Palestine once, as compared with mest
of the countries around it, and such it might be
under good government and eultivation,

28. The people be strong. Strong in body,
in their courage, and in their fortified pesition,
Cities are walled. Toa people like the Israel-
ites the difficulties in capturing a walled eity seemed
insuperable, for they possessed no battering rams
and were not skilled in the science of war,

29. The Amalekites. A fierce people who
hud already attacked the Israelites and were greatly
hated and dreaded by them, The Hittites. A
race often named on the ancient monuments as
enemies of Egypt, extending from Palestine to
Asia Minor. Jebusites. A small but vigorous
tribe located at what was afterward Jerusalem, who
had their independence until the days of David,
Amorites. The most powerful of the mountain
tribes on both sides of the Jordan, Canaanites,
The people on the seacoast plain and in the Jordan
valley, who, being a maritime and commercial
people, were better known than the others,

30, Caleb. From the allusions to Calch it is
thought that he was a foreigner who had attached
himself to the Israelites ; one of the carliest of
Gentiles among God's people. ~ Stilled the peoe
ple.  Quicted their alarm by encouraging words,
Let " go up. Nothing duunts the heart that
t God.  Caleb had his reward forty years
alter i possession in the land (Josh. 14), For
we are well able. The ground of Caleb's
confidence is stated in Num, 14, 8,9, “This re-
port is a marvel of condensation, terseness, and
vigor—just what we should expeet from a speaker
who is permitted to utter but one sentence amid
the uprour of a mob.”—Steele, The mention of
Caleb does not exclude Joshua ; the account in the
next chapter expressly names him.

32, 33. Anevil report. Evil because they
drew the dangers in strong colors and failed to
recognize God's help for his people.  Eateth up
the inhabitants. Some think that this refers to
a fact which is hinted at elsewhere in Seripture—
that a plague was destroying the native tribes, Im
our own sight as grasshoppers, They felt as
if they were grasshoppers in comparison with
them,




SU. \'1) 1Y

SCHOOL BANNER.

|Aug. 4

CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR W.

Verse 17. Moses sent them. Twelve
men, one out of every tribe—Levi excepted—were
sent from Kadesh-barnea, modern Ain Gadis, in
the wilderness of Puran (verses 3 and 26), in ac-
cordance with the commund of God (verse 2) and
at the urgent request of the people (Deut. 1. 22),
to explore Canaan, The names of these twelve
men are given in verses 4-15,  Only two of them
were men of faith and became famous—Caleb and
Joshua. This was about fifteen months ufter
leaving Egypt; and though within fifty miles of
the southern end of Palestine, they lingered in
the wilderness for more than thirty-eight years.
The land of Canaan, Canaan signifies
“lowland.” It was the name given to the less
hilly portions of the country exte nding along the
Mediterranean from Gaza to Sidon, including
Philistia and Phaenicia, as well as to certain tracts
in the valley of the Jordan. Compare verse 29,
The word * Canaan® was also used in a broader
sense for the entire country west of the Jordan
and Dead Sea, while the territory east of this river
was called Gilead.  Get you up this way by
the South. Better, *“into the South.” Negeb,
translated * South,” is a proper name ; the Author-
ized Version is therefore clearly wrong in translat-
ing it southward, It was a barren tract of land in
the extreme south of Canaan, belonging to the
tribe of Judah. The land south of the border line,
extending to Kadesh, or even to Egypt, was known
by the same name,. And go up into
the mountains. That is, the highlands or
mountainous regions, the places inhabited, at that
time, by the Ilittites, Jebusites, and the Amorites
(verse 29). This appellation is sometimes given
to the mountain districts of Judah and Ephraim
(Josh, 15, 484.).

18. And see the land, what it is. Satisfy
yourselves by a careful inspection. The details
enumerated make their duty clear and explicit.
Strong or weak. The word translated weak
may also be rendered inactive or faint-hearted.

19, In camps. Not tents, as in the Author-
ized Version, but rather an encampment of tents.
That is, living the unsettled life of nomads, like
the modern Bedouin, not intrenched in fortified
phn'u or strongholds.

20.° Be ye of good courage. The dungers
will be many, but remember that you are on an
errand for Jehovah,
land. In order to convinee your brethren here
in the desert of the fertility of the land whick is
to be their heritage. ‘The time of the first
ripe grapes. Depending upon the loculity, but
gome time in July or August. It is difficult to
see why the intervening verses have been omitted

Bring of the {ruit of the |

W. DAVIES, D.D.

by the committee.  No scholar should omit study -
ing them, map in hand,

23. Unto the valley of Eshcol. Esheol
means & bunch or eluster (of grapes), See verse
24, The Authorized Version has *‘brook.”
Nakal is often rendered brook, though the
real meaning 18 o ne or a valley, what the
Arabs call ** wady The two terms are casily
confounded, sinee st every ravine had its little
stream, The of Esheol, supposed to be
little north « m, is noted to this day for its
large and lu < grapes, as well as for many other
kinds of fruits. They bare it upon a staff
between two. This was on the return of the
spies, since it would be unreasonable to think kh.n
they carried it as far north as Rehob (verse 2
This method was adopted to avoid bruising
grapes. Commentators on this verse nu
clusters  weighing from ten to twenty-three
pounds, some clusters measuring over ** two f
four inehes in length, and three feet acre
shoulders,” Pomegranates, A very delicions
fruit of the size of an orange, with hard rind wid
soft pulp with many hence the
“ grained apple,” or apple full of seeds.

25, Forty days. This would afford ample
time to explore the land thoroughly, even though
they did not travel more than twelve miles a day.
It cannot be said in what capacity or how they
journeyed ; perhaps two by two, as traveling wer
chunts,

26. Wilderness of Paran. The great des-
crt land south of Kadesh. Kadesh was identi-
fied beyond doubt by Dr, Trumbull with Ain Ka-
dis or Qadees. It is fifty miles directly south of
Beersheba, remarkable for its fertility, luscious
fruits, and splendid water,

27. Surely it floweth with milk and
honey. This phrase is a Iebraism for superabun-
dance, for extraordinary fertility of soil, and pros-
perity in general, It may also be stated that honey
was very plentiful in Palestine. The Greek pocts
also speak of lands flowing with milk and honey.

28, Howbeit the people that dwell in
the land are strong. The position of the words
in Hebrew is such as to make this clause very ci-
phatie. Tt is seldom that we meet such an
mulation of adjeetives, The spies willingly gra
the fertility of the land, but, alas! its inhabitan
are too strong for poor Israel to subdue, From
the Tel-el-Amarna tablets and the inseriptions on
the walls of the temple at Karnak we learn that
the cities of Canaan were so well built as to defy
the attacks of the great world powers of the period.
The children of Anak. These were giants
(verse 33), descendants of Arba (Josh, 15. 13), and

sethe

see s, name,
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dwelt in and around Hebron,

to Caleb (Josh, 15, 14),

29. This verse is of great value from a geograph-
scttled in pre-Israclitish  times,  Amalek, A
very aneient people, for the greater
occupying large tracts shroughout the Sinaitic pen-
insulu, extending through the wilderness of et-Tih
us fur us the Negeb, in Southern Palestine (see G b
4. They were very hostile to the Hebrews
(Ex 1. 8-16; Judg. 12. 15). The Hittite,
At one time the Hittites were one of the great na

tions, or confederation of nations, of the world. |

Their possessions  extended fur and wide (sce
1 Kings 10, 20; 2 Kings 7. 67.).
the monuments that they def 1successively Egypt
and Babylonia. Traces of their empire are found
from the Orontes to the Nile, from Antioch to
Babylon, and west through Asia Minor, as fur as

the JEgean Sea, Even us early as the days of Abra- |

ham, a eolony of Hittites, highly civilized 1
aequ
Hebron. The Jebusite,
name of Jerusalem (Judg. 19. 10), was the
city of this tribe. Though Joshua def
in the battle of Beth-lor
not fully subdued till Dy

Jebus, the ancient
chiet
ated them
s they wen
Is time (28am, 5. ¢

1 (Josh,

The Amorite. These were the highlanders, liv- |

ing in mountainous distriets, especially around Je-

v |
rusalem.  We also read of Amorites dwelling be-

yond Jordan, in Heshbon and Bashan (Nun., 21.
41-815 Deut. 4. 46-45). The Canaanite. Sce
verse 17,

30. Caleb stilled the people. I and
Joshua brought in a minority report which came
near costing their lives, This has ever been the
fate of reformers and men of strong fuith in all ages,
Nearly forty years later these two heroes reached
Canaan and reccived their portions in the land
promised to Abruham, while the other &pics per-
ished in the wilderness (14. 374.). We are well
able to overcome it. Read
Moscss words in Deut. 1. 294. They believed in

God, remembered his miracles in Egypt and at the |

Red Sea,
us?®
32. A land that eateth up the inhab-
itants,  The exact meaning of these words is not
known, It may vefer to plagues, but more prob-
ably to civil wars among the tribes. Indecd, there

I God be for us, who ean be aguinst

is good ground for believing that they had been |

but recently engaged in war against E pt. DPal-
estine has been in all ages the battleficld of the
nations.  If the events deseribed in the Tel-cl-

Amurna tablets took place while the Israclites were |

in the wilderness, this explanation is most prob-
Men of great stature. Not nee sarily
all giants, but men of more than average size, The

able,
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They were subdued |
and driven out of their possessions by «Joshua |
(Josh. 11, 217.).  Hebron, their capital, was given |

irt nomadie, |

We know from |

y well |
nted with the laws of trade, were scttled in |

14. 6-10, and |
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phrase, We were
that the whole report is greatly exagge

as grasshoppers, shows
ated. It
ix the language of distrust and cowardic

33. Nephilim, froma verb signifying, “ to he

tall,” should have been translated, as in the mar-
icul standpoint, since it shows how Canuan was |

gin, “giants,”

Analytical and Biblical Outline.
Near, But Not Worthy,

I. SENT INTO CANAAN,
1. Sent them to epy out. v, i%.
Things which God hath prepared. 1 Cor. 2. 9,
2. See the land, what it is, v. 18,
Behold, what manner of love,
3. Be ye of good courage, v, 20,
Fear not, neither be afraid,
I1. Pass:Ne Turoven Canaax,
L. Went up and searched. v, 21,
The spirit scarcheth, 1 Cor, 2. 10,
2. Drought,,
Earnest of our inheritance,
3. Returned. .. JSorty days v,
Reecived not the promise.
1. Rerorting vron Canaax,
L. Floweth with milk and honey. v, 27
Godliness is profitable. 1 Tim, 4. 8,
2. The people be strong. v. 28,
We wrestle. Eph, 6. 12,
3. Stronger than we. v, 81,
Who is sufticient ¢ 2 Cor. 2. 16.
IV. TurNiNG ¥RoM CANAAN,
1. Let us go up at once. v. 30,
We may boldly say. Heb, 13, 6,
2. We be not able. v, 31,
Look not at the. . . .seen,

1 John 3.1,

Deut. 381, #,

luster ,.,r'../.-u,».\_ v, &
Eph. 1. 14

Heb, 11. 89, 40,

2 Cor. 4, 18,

Thoughts for Young People.
Lessons from Kadesh,

1. Weare, like Israel, in the wilderness on a pil-
grimage toa land which we have never seen, and
led by an invisible Guide, under a divine care,

2. God spreads out before us the land of Ca-
naan, the lund of holiness, the full enjoyment of
the Gospel, the spiritual lite on carth, akin to the
life of the glorificd in heaven, Ilud we but faith
we might enter in and possess our inheritance !

3. God gives a few grapes of Esheol here and
there, rieh experiences of gr as tokens and
We
have a goad report of salvation, its blessedness, its
delights, and its privileges,

4. But there are obstacles in the way, foes to
face, giants of temptation, walls of difficulty, We
must fight with passion, selfishness, lust, worldli-
ness, hefore we ean rest in our Canaan,

5. Muny people sce the difficulties only, and to
such they appear insurmountable, They tell us

foretastes of what he holds in reserve for us,
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that it is impossible to overcome the evils in us
and the evils around us. The reason is that they
have not the cyes of faith opened. They look at
the seen, without insight to behold the unsecn.
They are discouraged, and live in the wilderness
all their days.

6. Here and there stands forth a Caleb, who
secs all that others see, but sees more—the unseen
God on our side. e fears no foe, for he is strong
in faith. He enters in and tukes his inheritance,

Lesson Word-Pictures.
BY REV. E. A, RAND,

S0 nigh to the promised land! Why, from Is-
rael's encampment it would seem as if one must
see the bright flash of Canaan’s sparkling rivers
and the waving of the grain fields in the wind.
And the breeze—ah, the delightful breeze from the
north—one fancies it is loaded with the odors of |
grapes and figs and honey and dates. Fair land
of promise! What interest attends the going out
of the * spics,” who shall secretly inspect the land
and its approaches, and bring Isracl word! Per-
haps they start at night, that none of the tribes of
the desert may see them.

I almost hear stout-hearted, full-of-faith Caleb
saying, ** Come, brothers, arise ! The night is here,
the moon is shining, away, away ! "

And now they are gone. Patiently they travel.
They steal a look at the cities. They glance atthe
villuges. They slyly look down into the wells.

They find out about the vineyards and the olive- |

yards of the people, their flocks and herds, horses
and asses,

One day they come to Esheol.

0, Esheol, so sweet and green and fragrant a
nook! So different from the stony wilderness
with its hot, rough ways! Here are pomegranates
and figs, and a brook tinkling down through the
valley of life.

“ (), brothers, how luscious are the grapes!
What big clusters! " eries Caleb,

0, it is a goodly land ! It is true that nowhere
does this band find people whom they care to share
their story with, and not a person asks them to stay
over night. That means hostility.

Back they go, a sample of the Eshcol grapes tied
to th\ﬁ pole resting upon the shoulders of two of the
)Ip]\!ﬂ.

Patiently they retrace their way.

“Look, brothers,” I hear Caleb at last saying,
‘““there are the tents of Isracl !

Yes, there is the far-stretching encampment, the
tabernacle in the midst, and there is the smoking
altar! How goodly the sight !

What a stir of welcome there is within the en-
campment when it is reached ! There is Moses, so

serious usually, but smiling now! Here come
Israel’s princes and captains !

The people make a great ring round Caleb and
his companions, hear their story, smack their lips
over Esheol’s pulpy grapes, delicious figs, and rich
pomegranates !

But what are Caleb's fellow-pilgrims doing !

They tell of the walled cities of Canaan, of the
children of Anak, of Amalekites and Hittites and
Jebusites and Amorites and Canaanites—why, it
is painful to see the people’s faces lengthen as the
report lengthens. Fear's black shadow is every-
where, People shake the hend and sigh and
despair. But full-of-faith Caleb has a little speech
to make about the land !

“Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are
well able to overcome it.”

To-day, brothers, is his idea; God's to-day is
our time!

But no, those other messengers shake their
heads, twist their ouths into a mournful
0! hang their faces with the sackeloth of de-
spair, and give ““an evil report of the land.”
Why, that land is one that *eateth up the in-
habitants thereof,”” and then cverybody there is a
giant, and *“ we were in our own sight as grasshop-
pers!”

Giants and grasshoppers, that is the measure they
report! How the people shrink and dwindle as
they think the matter over! nothing but grass-
hoppers, grasshoppers, grasshoppers, all through
the camp, while over the mountains we scem to
see the tall sons of Anak looking and threatening
to stride down upon Israel any moment and crush
it out of existence. No, the promised land never
can be Israel’s!

Alas, so near the promised land, and yet to
lose it !

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

The spies being sent to see the land, what it was
(verse 18), reached it (verse 20) at the *‘time of
the first ripe grapes,” and naturally enough
selected these as specimens of agricultural develop-
ment. They reported that the grapes were cut
down in * clusters,” as they are to-day, the larg-
est clusters being selected and hung with strings
in a ventilator, protected from the wintry cold,
and dried in the bunch, in contrast with the raisin
form of preservation. Clusters at Malaga, Spain,
are to-day nailed against a board in the sun, and
we may venture to say that whoever has not tasted
the juice of the grape thus bottled in its own skin,
separated from the pulp and seeds by the chemis-
try of the sun in a dry climate, eannot be said to
know the deliciousness of grape flavor at its best.
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These of Esheol were probably dried in the
“cluster.”  There is abundant testimony to the
of the “clusters” of Palestine
grapes in some localities. There is nothing new
about this, for Strabo speaks of it. Monks told
Doubdan of clusters weighing twelve pounds ;
Reland was assured by a merchant of Ramah that
ten-pound clusters were not unusual. We can
take with “salt " the assertion of a monk to Fos-
ter, thut he saw at Hebron clusters a8 big as two
men could carry, but Van Lennep vouches for
clusters weighing twenty pounds, and says he
has seen single grapes of the size of the largest
Damusk plum, and clusters measuring ecighiteen
inches in length, and had counted over seven
hundred grapes,

enormous  size

Ussher is quoted by Van Lenuep as speaking of

¢ : 5 |
grape kernels in Armenia one and a half and two

inches long. Districts vary as to the adaptability
to different species of grape culture, and become
famous for the kind they raise or cure the best,

Smyrna is famed for seedless grapes, and Chalee- |
Constantinople, produces the finest edi- |

dong 1
ble grape known in the East. Thus the vale of
Esheol was famed for its “elusters ™ as to size, and
probubly for the method of curing after removal
from the vine. The spies earried these carefully
on & pole suspended from two men’s shoulders,
not probably beeause of the weight of any separate
clusters, but to preserve them from being knocked
off, or the bloom from being destroyed, or the
whole otherwise marred, so that they might pre-

sent them at their best after the dust and heat of |

travel. No method of packing of clusters
then, or has been since, known that could have
served the end better,

was

Verse 88. The expression, “The giants which
were sons of giants,” has been variously inter-
preted.  All the Orient has traditions of heroes of
stature.  Some of these traditions are
recognized as myths, but others are attributed
to the custom of selecting large persons as chiefy,
as the North American Indians did, who had little
respect for a person of small stature.  But in these
times, when one has to wait for his morning news-
paper to learn the latest “find,” we know not
what hour some tribe of giants may be unearthed,
At this moment we get the report of Professor
Petric’s unearthing, some thirty miles from
Thebes, in the ruins of ancient Nubt, a whole city
of pre-Egyptian foreigners of lofty stature, some of
them six feet, wholly unlike the Egyptians known
to history,  Professor Petrie suggests that they
may have come from Malta or Italy, er have been

vast

of Amorite descent and have lived three thousand
years hefore our era, and ** were probably the peo-
ple who overthrew Egyptian civilization at the
close of the old kingdom, and produced the dark
age of the seventh and eighth dynasties,”

SCHOOL BANNER,

451

Blackboard,
BY J T HA.I'I'NADIL, EsQ,

WITH MILK AND HONEY

BY GEORGE W, PEASE, ESQ.

THE EARTHLY CANAAN.

FERTILE. PROMISE
AND or
RUITFUL, LENTY.

LOST
BY

DOUBTING, | FEARING,
INSTEAD OF
DOING. | FOLLOWING.

THE HEAVENLY CANAAN.
EACE.
LENTY.
SHALL IT BE
GAINED o= LOST
By
EARLESS ’

OUBTS,

AITH, IFFICULTIES.

“The Lord is with us: fear not.”

By Way of Illustration.

BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,
Verses 17-20, 23-20, 31-33, We are hearing a
great deal about the masses, publie opinion, the
popular vote, the will of the majority, and kindred
phrases, which indicate what may be culled the
prevailing tendency of the age to worship the god
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Popularity, to count huul~ r.ullwr than to \\ugh
brains, to decide great questions by mobs rather
than by merit. The ten and the two agreed as to
the advantages and dangers of Canaanj but the
trouble with the ten was that they lacked the
moral and spiritual motive necessary to tha great
achicvement, A popular vote taken among the
Israelites on almost any day when they were not
especially jubilant over some particular indulgence
of Providence would have been overwhelmingly in
favor of Pharaoh and the Egyptian brickyards,
And this has always been the attitude of the
masses toward all great social and religious ques-
tions when first presented. Ilardly a great reform
in the kistory of the world has been achieved with-
out a continued series of evil reports from the ma-
jority of the spies, the murmurs and dissent of the
multitudes, and forty years’ wandering in the wil-
derness.  Read the story of the emancipation of
the Negro in this country, and you will see how
for scorcs of Years the nm|nr
how they listened to the tales of timid statesmen ;

how they took counsel of their fears 1 how in their |

imagination they pietured the promised land as
infested with all sorts of giants and wild beasts,
lh not misled by the ery, * Voe populi, vox Dei,”

lln.n. can only be true of a redeemed people,—
lut L A, Diekinson,

Verse 30. The man who has fuith in some great for-
ward movement has the power to impart a magnetic
contagion to others,
of his thought, Ile tells others of what he sces
until they sce it too. There was a time when only
one mun believed it possible that the Methodist
Episcopal Chureh could raise & million for mis-
sions. A few rallied about this one man, The
majority doubted it. *‘It was propheey onee,”
suys Chaplain McCabe 3 ‘it is history now, The
million and o half for missions is propheey now ;
it will soon be history."”

Cualeb’s Faith. Faith trinmphs over appearances.
The rule of faith is to follow along the line of
promise.  What has been promised can be de-
pended on,  There is no need to first sce the prob-
able sigus of vietory. It is fuith only when we do
not see them. It is suid sometimes it requires
faith to cross a bridge. But that is more sense
than faith. We sce fresh wagon tracks leading up
to the bridge, and we know the usc of a bridge: we
see that this one has been tried, and we do not hesi-
tateN But to come to a river led by no preceding
footsteps, to be told there is a bridge which we can-
not sce, and then walk aeross on the viewless sup-
ports, that is faith, J. Ross Brown, in 7%he Land
of Thor, tells of being led by his guide neross a
swollen river over a bridge that gave no signs
above the water, but kept its even depth about six
inches below the surface. e kept from danger by
keeping his eye on aspot on the other shore,  Fuith

were all wrong; |

They catch the inspiration |

[Aug. 4

spans the space between th( real world of sensc and
the more real world of unseen certainties,— G/olden
Censor,

If I walk by sight, I walk by myself. I I walk
by faith, then there are two of us, and the secon 1
one, uhi, how great, how glorious, how mi
he, the great All-in-all, God all sufficic
Spurgeon.

The Teacher’s Meeting.

Draw a map of the wilderness ; show its relation
to Canaan ; and trace the journey of Israel from
Sinai to Kadesh-barnea. . .. The location of Kad
... What Kadesh was to Israel :
opportunity ; (2) A pluce of weankness ; (3) A place
| of ruin and loss....Show the errand of the spies,
and how they accomplished it....A map of Ca-
nuan, its natural physical divisious hefore the con-
quest....The report of the spies—what all suw,

..Caleb’s fuith giving insight, courage, confi-
dence, trust, ete....What Caleb gained by his
faith....Note some general spiritual applications
in the * Thoughts for Young People.”

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Though troubles assail,
Lord, do not leave me!
So near to the kingdom,
How firm a foundation,
The Lord will provide,

No. 2.

A mighty fortress is our God.
Jesus is mighty to save,

Go forward, Christian soldier.
All the way.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. Why did Moses send forth twelve spiest
To learn concerning the land,

2. How far did they travel? Through the
whole Iand.

3. What did they find? A very fertile land,

4. What was the effeet upon ten of the sy
They were filled with fear.

5. How did they express their fear and fuithless-
ness? ¢¢They are stronger than we.*”

6. What was the voice of cournge and faith?
¢ Let us go up at once, and possess it.”

7. What is the Goupexy Texr? ¢ The Lord
isy?? ete.
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CATECHISM QUESTION,

42. What is the teaching of the New Testament
concerning children as members of the Church?

It is implied that their baptism places them in
the same relation to the New Covenant in which

B. C. 1452.]

Authorized Version.
Num. 21. 4=9, [ Commit to memory verses 8,
4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the
way of the Red Sea, to (‘““IY“N the land of
E'dom: and the soul of the peoy
couraged beeause of the way.

0

5 And the people spake against God,
against Mo'ses, Wherefore have ye bronght us up
out of E'gypt to die in the wilderness? for the re ix
no bread, neither is there any water 3 and our soul
loatheth this light bread,

A

and

pe
of Is

ud the Lorn sent fiery
nd they bit the peopl
-¢l died,

serpents among the

came to Mo'ses, and said,
We liave sinned, for we have spoken aguinst the
Lorn, and against thee ; pray unto the Lonn, that
hie take away the scrpents from us.  And Mo'ses
prayed for the people,

7 Therefore the people

8 And the Lorp said unto Mo'ses, Make thee [
fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole; and it shall
come to puss, that every one that ix
he looketh upon it, shafl live,

9 And Mo'ses made a serpent of brass, an
it upon a pole; and it came to pass,
pent had bitten any man,
serpent of brass, he lived,

1 put
that if a ser-

HOME READINGS.
M. The brazen serpent.  Num, 21, 4+0,
Tu. Returning to God, 1losen 14,
W. The serpent destroyed. 2 Kings 18, 1-7,
Th. Look, and be saved, Isa. 45, 20-95,
F. “Behold the Lamb of God." John 1,
20-36.
8. Christ’s drawing power. John 12,
8. The Son of man lifted up. John 8, 5-15,

23-33

LESSON HYMNS,

No, 105, New Canadian Hymnal.
Would Jesus have the sinner die?
Why hangs he then on yonder trect
What means that st range exp ring cry?
Sinners, he prays for you and me.

No. 103, New Canadian Hymnal.
Lord, I despair myself to heal;
I'see my sin, but cannot feel;

» Uil thy Spirit blow,

the obedient waters flow.

1 cannot
And bid
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LESSON VI. THE BRAZEN SERPENT.
GOLDEN TEXT. As Moses lifted up the
must the Son of man be lifted up.

e was much dis- |

¢ and much people !

bitten, when |

when he beheld the |

———— e
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infants were placed to the Old by the right of cir-
cumeision. Hence they are spoken of, addressed
and exhorted, as heirs of Gospel privilege.
[Matthew xix. 14; Mark x. 14; Isaiah xI. 11;
Acts ii. 39; Genesis xvii. 7, 10; Corinthians i. 16,
vii. 14; Ephesi vi. 1, 4; Colossians iii, 20.)

[Aug. 11,
serpent in the wilderness, even so
John 8. 14,

| Revised Version,

! 4 Andthey journeyed from mount Hor by the way
to the Red Sea, to compass the land of E'dom:
and the soul of the people was much dizcouraged
because of the way, And the people spuke
against God, and against Mo'ses, Whercefore
have ye brought us up out of E'gypt to die
in the wilderness? for there is no bread, and
there is no water; and our soul loatheth this
light bread.  And the Lorp sent fiery serpents
among the people, and they bit the people ;
and much people of Is'ra-¢l died. And the
people came to Mo'ses, and said, We have
sinned, beeouse we lave spoken against the
Loro, and against thee ; pray unto the Logrp,
that he take away the serpents from us. And
Mo'ses prayed for the people.  And the Lorp
said unto Mo'ses, Make thee a fiery serpent,
und set it upon a standard : and it shall come
to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he
secth it, shall live. And Mo'ses made a ser-
| pent of brass, and sct it upon the standard : and
| it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any
muan, when he looked unto the serpent of
| brass, he lived.
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No. 104, New Canadian Hymnal,
| Lord, as to thy dear cross we flee,
| And pray to be forgiven,
| Oh, let thy life our pattern be,
And form our souls for heaven.

TIME.—B. C. 1452, PLACES.—The wil-

derness south of Palestine afterward the

moun-
tainous region east of the Gult of Akabah,
CONNECTING LINK.—Afier trouble at

Meribal (of which you should read) Moses sought
a peuceable passage through Edom, by which he
might have saved about one hundred and fitty miles,
The King of Edom refused (Num. 20, 14-91),
' There was nothing for Isracl but to turn its back
| on the promised lund and proceed, over a well-
known caravan route called * the way of the Red
| Sea,” toward Ezion-geher,
tensely hot and desolate, infested with serpents
and swept by sand storms, DOCTRINAL
| SUGGESTION.—Salvation through faith.

The desert here is in-
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QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.

1. Unbelief, v. 4-6,

From what place did the Israelites journey ?

What had taken place at Mount Hor? (Num,
20, 27, 28.)

Why did they not pass through the land of
Edom? (Num. 20. 18-21.)

What was the effect of the journey upon the Is-
raelites ?

Why were they discouraged ?

What spirit did they show ?

Why was this especially a wicked feeling in
view of their history? How had God given them
both ** bread”” and water?”

What should encourage God’s people in trial ?

What wi «the punishment for the unbelief and
complaint of the people ?

How did this come from the Lord ?

What was its effect upon the people ?

How did this show the effect of sin? (James 1.
15.)

2. Faith, v. 7-0.

How were the people led to sorrow for their sin?

What showed that their repentance was real ¥

Who was their mediator with God ?

What was God’s plan for their deliverance ¢

What was its result ?

How did it serve as a test of their faith ?

How was Christ represented in it? (Gorpen
TexT.)

What finally became of this brazen serpent? (2
Kings 18. 4.)

Practical Teachings.
How does this Jesson teach—

1. The evils of distrust ?

2. The reward of faith ?

3. The way of salvation ?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.,

1. Unbelief, v. 4-6.

What journey did the Israelites make ¢

How were the people affected by the difficulties
of the way ?

Aguinst whom did they complain ?

What question did they ask ?

What did they lack, and what despise ?
How did the Lord punish them?
What warning does Paul giveus ? (1 Cor. 10, 9,)
2. Faith, v. 7-9.
What confession did the people make?
What did they ask Moses to do?
What was Moses bidden to make?
How could the people be healed ?
What did Moses then do?
What resulted from the fuith of the people ?
What finally became of this brazen serpent?
(See 2 Kings 18, 4.)
Of what was this serpent a type? (GoLogs
Texr.)
Who are invited to look and live? (Sce [sa,
45, 22,
: Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That sin is sure of punishment ?
2. That penitence brings pardon ?
3. That there is now hope for every sinner?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
How long did the Israclites wander in the wil-
derness ?
Why did they stay so longi
Why did the Lord have to punish them some-
times?
To what mount did they come ut last ?
Around what land did they have to go?
Edom.
What did the people begin to do ?
Of what were they tired ?
What did God send among them ?
What was the result?
What did they ask Moses to do then?
What did God tell Moses to do?
How could this help the people?
Of whom was the brazen serpent a figure !
To whom must we look to be saved ?

Remember—
That a child could look at the brazen serpent as
well as a grown person,
That a child may now look to Jesus and be
saved.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

Bitween two lessons we step over an interval of thirty-eight years, most of which were spent in the
neighborhood of Kadesh-barnea. We have seen Israel journey to the border of Canaan, look upon the
promised land, and then, alas ! for lack of fuith, turn back into the wilderness. The bones of the men
who crossed the Red Sea now bleach in the desert sands, and those who were children in our last lesson
are now bronzed adventurers inured to hardness and trained for war. Old Aaron has been *“ gathered
to his fathers,” but Moses still stands ereet and with unabated vigor. Israel is now passing around the
forbidden lands of Edom, on its way toward the table-lands of Moab. The way is long and rough, and
the people murmur at their hardships. The journey was especially discouraging because their bucks
were turned to the land of promise. As they approach Ezion-geber, where they turned around the

Inits
was



Aug. 11.] SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 455

southern extremity of the territory of Edom, the desert, with almost every faltering footstep, beeame
botter and more desolate, It is bare of vegetation and frequently visited by terrible sandstorms, Moses
well deseribad it as * that great und terrible wilderness,” Serpents snapped at their feet and poisoned
their blood, until in repentance they turned to God for merey, By God’s command the serpent of brass
was reared in the midst of the camp—a type of Iim who became sin for us—and looking unto it the
dying found life, Modern travelers find poisonous snakes common in that region ; many of them being
murked with fiery spots and spiral lines,

Verse 4. From Mount Hor. South of the contemptible bread.” Yet on this same despised
Dead Sea, in the Edomite range. IHere Auron manna they had fed and journeyed for forty
died, perhaps after the events just related, though | years.
the mention of his death occurs before them, By | 6, 7. Fiery serpents. The word “fiery "
the way of the Red Sea. The journey wus may refer either to the bright red spots or stripes of
southward toward that branch of the Red Sca the serpents tllclllscl\'(.‘sAs’t'(:(;(’llt‘nllSl!ltullmlll',UI’
known as the Gulf of Akabuli. To compass the | to the inﬁmmlmtury effect of their bite. (4) God
land of Edom. They were compelled to make | kas his means of discipline where men least expect
a long detour around this land, since they had | them. (8) * While we are at war with God we can
been refused permission to go by the direct route have no peace with his creatures.”— Bishop Hall,
through it, and God forbade them to make war The people came. (6) When trouble comes
upon the Edomites because they were kinsmen, people realize their sinful condition and need of di-
Much discouraged. Since it was a long and | vine help. Pray unto the Lord. (7) They who
tedious march over an exceedingly rough country, | have sinned recognize their need of a mediator with
and away from Canaan when they had seemed o ‘God.
be just upon its borders. (1) God often leade his 8, 9. Make thee a fiery serpent, That is,
people by ways that seem strange and hard, yet ever | u metal image of the poisonous scrpent.  Set it
in paths chosen by infinite wisdom. (2) He that upon a pole. Probably in the center of the
would reach the promised land must expect many | camp, in front of the tabernacle, where all
discouragements, could sce it. Looketh upon it, shall live,

5. Spake against God. By whose command Thus the act of looking would represent ace
the journey had been undertaken, (3) e speak | knowledgment of their sin, eonfession of help-
against God whenever we complain of the lot which | lessness, and fuith in the means of healing ap-
God apportions to us. 'The wilderness. Their pointed by God. A serpent of brass. [Prob-
disappointment was the greater because Cunaan, | ably this should read * copper,” or perhaps
with its fields and fountains, had been just before | ¢ bronze.” When he beheld . . . he lived.
them, and now they seemed to be marching away | Thus the sufferer from the serpent’s bite had some-
from it into another desert. The region about | thing to do. 1le must not only believe, but show
Kudesh-barnea, where they had fed and attended his faith by the look which was followed by life.
their flocks for nearly forty years, though it would | This serpent of metal was kept by the Israelites,
bardly be called fertile, lies in startling contrast | and afterward became un object of idolatry. King
with the sande and rocks irto which they now | Hezekiah, B. C. 725, with a zeal for purity of wor-
turned ; and probably in Mosc:'s day the contrast | ship, destroyed it as an idol, all the more danger-
was still greater. This light bread. “This | ous from its ancient and sacred associations,

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 4. And they journeyed. This is way to the Red Sea. They were to march to
supposed to have been B. €. 1452, or about thirty- | the southern limit of Edom, to Ezion-geber, on
eight ycars after our last lesson.  These had been the Gulf of Akabab. This senis called * Yam
vyears of suffering and sorrow, of humiliation and Suph” in Hebrew, that is, ““sea of reeds,” evi-
trial (Deut. 8. 2).  Miriam had died in the desert dently from the growth of reeds on its shores, It
of Zin, not far from Kadesh (20, 1), and Aaron | is elaimed that the appellation * red " is given to
at Mount Hor (20, 27). From mount Hor. this body of water on account of the red color of
A high mountain with two peaks nearly five | the sand and pieces of coral along its shores, To
thousand feet ubove the level of the sea, situated | compass the land of Edom. This mountain-
on the borders of Edom (33, 37). The Arabs call | ous country was a strip of land one hundred by
itthe mountain of the prophet Aaron, and have twenty miles, to the east of the Arabah, extending
built a smail chapel or mosque on one of the sum- | from the Gulf of Akabah to near the southern end
wits, over the traditicnal site of his tomb, Petra | of the Dead Seca, Edom, called also Idumea, was
Was on the eastern side of Mount Hor, By the | anciently known as Mount Seir, Its chief towns
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were Bozrah, Petra, and Elath, or Ezi
The soul of the people was much discour«
aged. Not because of the way, but i» or
on the way. The re lie on the surface,
They showed a lack of faith in God and in those
appomted by himoverthem. The disappointment
was very great.  They were literally commanded
to turn their backs on the promised land and their
faces toward Egypt, where they had so long suf-
fered in slavery. The territory through which
they must pass was barren and inhospitable.

5. And the people spake against God,
and against Meses, Bothagainst their invisible
and visible ruler. Moses was divinely guided in all
his marches, consequently tlie murmuring of the
people against him was indirectly against God.
Wherefore have ye. That is, Moses and the
other leaders. Brought us up out of Egypt.
Strange language for people who had witnessed
such glorious manifostations of the divine good-
ness and power. To die in the wilderness.
The mortality of Isracl during the exodus had
been very large, and yet the decrease in numbers
had not been such as to justify such strong lan-
guage. By comparing Num. 1. 45 with 26, 51 we
find that the Israclites numbered about two

18

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

thousand souls less at the end of the thirty-eight |

years than at the beginning. For there is no
bread, and there is no water. Thisis an ex-
aggerated way of saying that food and drink were
very scarce, They preferred good food to free-
dom, to religious privileges and communion with
God. Our soul loatheth this light bread.
Or, rather, bread of worthlessness. That is, mean
bread. The reference is to the manna, This was
a contemptible way to speak of God's miraculous
gifts.  Are we free from similar sins?

6. And the Lord sent fiery serpents. The
Arabah to this day abounds in venomous serpents,
Travelers tell us that here are found large spotted
snakes * with fiery red spots,” The phrase * fiery
serpents” does not necessarily refer to the color,
but rather to the intense suffering, the fiery burn-
ing, resulting from the biting of thesc serpents.
Much people of Israel died. Not on account
of the scarcity of water or the vileness of the
manna; but bitten to death on account of their
murmuring.

7. We have simned. What a sad comment
on hurman nature that God’s judgments often drive
us closer to him than his goodness and merey !
That is why the Lord has to chastise his children.
The people now come to themselves and recog-
nize the great legislator as their best human
friend. When a man repents and confesses his
sins and wrongdoings, there is a chance for his
redemption and that he will appreciate those toil-
ing for his benefit. Moses prayed for the peo«
ple. The value of intercessory prayer is nowhere
better seen than here, verifying the words of the
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1-geber, | apostle: * The supplication of a righteous muy

availeth much in its working ” (James 5. 16),

8. Make thee a fiery serpents  Or, rather,
have a picee of brass cut out into the shape of 4
serpent.  This command has been understood by
Keil as fuvoring the assumption that the M'X‘I‘cm"
were named trom their red color. The idea, how.
ever, is far-fetched.  And set it upon a stand.
ard. 8o high that every man in the camp, should
he desire, may have the opportunity to look at
this emblem of salvation. Every one that is
bitten, when he seeth it, shall live, X,
one was healed through any virtue in the metal,
yet no one could be healed without obeying and
looking to it in faith believing, Thus, while the
body was healed, salvation came to the soul,
Much has been written upon this subject by huir-
splitting theologians, The typical or symbolical
nature of the passage lies on the surface. The
true interpretation is found in the apocryphal
Book of Wisdom (16. 7), where we read: * For
he that turned himself toward it was not saved by
the thing that he saw, but by thee, that art the
Saviour of all.” Our Lord’s reference in John 3,
14, 15, should be read by every scholar. Though we
may not understand the plan of salvation any more
than the poor, dying, serpent-bitten Israelites did
the real significance of that piece of brass, yet we,
as they, may be saved by faith in and obedience
to our heavenly Father. *‘*In the serpent of brass,
harmless in itself, but made in the image of the
creature that is accursed above others (Gen. 3. 14),
they rightly sce o figure of him who though holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners (Heb,
7. 26), was yet made sin (2 Cor, 5. 21), and made
a curse forus (Gal. 3. 13).”— Thrupp and Espin.

9. And Moses made a serpent of brass,
This was no violation of even the spirit of the
second commandment. This piece of brass, or
rather copper or bronze, was not to be an ohject of
adoration, but much more to awaken faith in Je-
hovah, Strange enough, and illustrating the dan-
ger arising from things perfectly legitimate in
themselves, in the course of time the brazen serpent
became a stumbling-block, an ohject of actual wor-
ship. It was consequently broken in pieces dur-
ing the great reform under good King Hezckiah
(2 Kings 18, 4).

Analytical and Biblical Outline,

The Stages of a Soul.
I. TrouBLED,

Soul....much discouraged. v. 4.
Commit thy way. Psalm 37, 4.
Troubled on every side. 2 Cor. 4, 8,

1L, SiNNiNe,

Spake against God. v. 5.

They tempted God. Psalm 78, 18,
All have sinned. Rom, 3. 23.
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1L SvFFERING,
The Lord sent. .,

The wages of sin is deuth,

Serpents, v, 6,

Rom., 6.
Sin....bringeth forth death, James 1.
1V. REPENTING,
We have sinned, v, 7.
When he slew....souglt him. Psalm 8. 34
Let us return,  Hosea 6. 1,
V. ravine,
Iray unto the Lord, v, 7.
Cry unto the Lord....for us, 1 Sam. 7. s,
We have an advoeate. 1 John 2. 1.
V1. BELiEVING,
When he looketh. . . .shall live. v. 8.
Lifted up....believeth. John 3. 14, 15,
Justified by faith. Rom. 5. 1.
VII. Savep,
When he bekeld., ., lived, v. 9,
Should not perish. John 8, 16,
Gift of God....life. Rom, 6, 23,

Thoughts for Young People.
Christ and the Brazen Serpent.

1. As the brazen serpent, though itself harm-
less, was in the form of the harm, so Christ, who
is sinless, beeame sin for vs,

2. As the brazen serpent was the divinely in-
stituted plan of safety, so Christ came to save by
God’s appointment,

3. As the brazen serpent was lifted up when
there was no human remedy, so Christ came when
there was none to save,

4. As the brazen serpent seemed an arbitrary
and useless means of healing, so the plan of salva-
tion by the cross of Christ seems * foolishness » ¢,
many.

8. As the brazen serpent wus lifted up, 80 was
Christ lifted up to save,

6. As the cure of the brazen serpent was simple
and easy, so we have only to look to Christ and
live,

7+ As the brafer serpent required repentance,
acknowledgment of helplessness, and faith, so does
Christ require.

8. As the brazen serpent was uplifted before all,
80 Christ’s lifting up on the cross is public,

9. As each suffercr must look personally and
for himself to the brazen serpent, 8o must each for
himself look to Christ.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

0, there is the promised land ! Sparkling rivers
are there, stretching fields of grain, grape and fig,
dlive and date, many flocks, big herds, sunshine
onits blue hills, peace in its fertile valleys—but
Edom blocka the way to the promised land! And
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sition,  Arrow  and spear and sword are all
pointed at Israel.  No path through Edom to the
prowised land.  Israel must toil round and round
this obstacle, erawling along the sea and in some
way getting round Edom, 0, weary way ! What
sand and rock and hot sunshine and chilly nights
and brackish wells and tiresome manna bread !

Across the wide, tossing sea by which they are
crawling the people ean look, and they think of
Egypt.  Lund of the broud-flowing river, land of
the flat green fields, land of fish and cucumbers and
melons and lecks and onions and garlie, land of
suvory und beloved fleshpots! O, this barren
lund through which run hard, hot roads that never
end!

The people begin to murmur even as they begin
to forget. They lose sight of the bondage in
Egypt, of the taskmaster's whip, and of the cruel
brick making. They forget the Red Sea march,
They forget all the goodness of God, They begin
to growl. They murmur against Moses, They
complain of God rather than complain to him,
From tent to tent rolls one great wave of fault-
finding and censure, of ingratitude and discontent,

But look !

The serpents !

Twisting und writhing, leuping and durting, with
cold, shining eyes and forked tongues and tireless
spring !

They pursue with fury,

They bite with venom,

What running of the people!  How many are
bitten?  And they moan and sicken and die.
There is a hurrying to Moses,

There is a confession of the people’s xin,

There is prayer for his prayers,

And now sce that bowed form hastening toward
the tabernacle ! Ile hurries through the court, He
secks the presence of his God, There, prostrate
upon the ground, his face in the dust, he bewails
the sin of the people and prays for their forgiveness
and relief. It is Moses,

Soon he is out again. He hurries to the tent of
some cunning worker in brass, Quickly is the
smith melting and molding his brass, and lo, the
folds of a serpent! Twisted about o standard it is
raised in the encampment where the people have
been stung und arc dying!

* Look, look! " is the command to every writh-
ing sufferer ; ““look at the brazen serpent !’

The poisoned are turning their weary cyes
toward the serpent. If any victim cannot himself
turn toward that lifted emblem, I can see his rela-
tives and friends quickly turning him till he faces
those folds of brass,

What pathetic scenes in the encampment, people
with strained vision and throbbing hearts looking
off in response to Moses's bidding to look and
live!

Edom is surly and everywhere bristles with oppo-

Another very different scene is passing before
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my eyes. I see across lifted upon a hill. A form
is upon it, the weary, head drooping, death coming
fast, but without one complaining groan. Itis the
lifted Saviour on Calvary. And I see countless
souls stung by sin all looking toward the cross.
They look in faith, submission, trust. They look
—to live.

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

Travelers remarkably confirm and illustrate the
number and variety of snakes in the Arabian pen-
insula, the bites of some of which are deadly poi-
sonous. One traveler speaks of a large and mot-
tled snake marked with fiery spots and spiral
lines whose teeth showed it to be very poisonous,
aud the Arabs assured him they were juite com-
mon. The “horned serpent” known as the
cerastes, the * Naia hajy " of the Arabs, is repre-
sented on the Egyptian monuments and is found
in the Arabian desert; its bite is extremely
deadly. 1t coils itself in the sand in the foot-
prints of a camel or other animal and darts out
suddenly. Tristram says hehas known his horse,
when riding in the Sahara, to start suddenly and
to rear, perspiring und trembling in every limb,
and refuse to go forward, when he discovered that
there was in the road, a few feet nhead, a deadly
cerastes, whose basilisk eyes had arrested the
horse’s attention as it was ready to spring on him.
Dr. Trumbull says in the Wady Fayran there
came to him a poor cripple, asking assistance,
who had been bitten by one of these * fiery ser-
pents ” of the desert. Iis foot had sloughed off
and purt of his leg and the bone protrnded, be-
cause of the erude treatment he had received in
attempts to cure him,

The Greeks speak of a serpent whose bite makes
the fuce fiery red. The Hebrews were very famil-
iar with snakes of many kinds, and many eritics
think the cerastes was the * fiery serpent” of the
wilderness, us its bite produces a burning pain,
The scorpion bite produces a violent burning puin
which increases through fourteen days, but this
“serpent of the burning bite” caused almost
instant death, There arc two or three species of
serpents in India whose bite is so deadly that
many physicians doubt if anyone can escape
death if once the virus has entered the system.
These are found in all parts of India. Of 24,841
persons killed in that country by wild animals in
the Ningle year 1886, according to the government
returns, 22,134 died of snake poisoning.

The Egyptians were familiar with scrpents, the
cobra being represented on the diadem of the
Egyptian Pharaohs, some suppose as a symbol of
immortality, which seems to have been suggested
by the serpent periodically shedding its skin. On
this theory it became the emblem of returning life
and rejuvenation; this may have been linked

with the idea of transmigration. The Egyptians
represented the author of all good, the eternal
spirit Kneph, under the form of u serpent, as they
did also the god of revenge and punishment,
Tithrambo, and Typhon, the asuthor of all moral
and physical evil. In the Egyptian symbolic
alphabet the serpent represented subtlety, cun-
ning, and lust. The Phanician symbol of the ser-
pent with its tail in its mouth was the symbol of the
world and of the heaven-god Tauth, The Phoni-
cians adored the serpent as a beneficent genius,
The Chinese consider it a symbol of wisdom and
power, and ascribe bodies of serpents to the King
of heaven (tien-hongs). In the New World as well
us in the Old World the serpent has heen the sym-
bol of the highest forms of being, the first prin-
ciple of all things, the Sun-god; and itself the
primary source of illumination. It has been the
symbol of malevolent forces also. Many primi-
tive nations have looked upon the serpent with
awe and reverence as the personification of evil
and as the source of ull malignant influences,
physical and moral. Thus it would seem that the
biblical characteristics of the serpent of Genesis
have survived sometimes scparately and some-
times contemporaneously in the same locality.

By Way of Illustration.

Verses 4 ane 5. Some people complain as casily
as they breathe. I met one of these men a while
ago, a farmer who raised all manner of crops.
It was a wet day, and I said, * Mr. Brown, this
rain will be fine for your grass erop.”

¢ Yes, perhaps ; but it is bad for the corn, and
will keep it back. 1 don’t believe we shall have a
crop.”

A few days after this, when the sun was shining
hot, 1 sail, * Fine sun for your corn, sir.”

“Yes, pretty fair, but it's awful for the rye. Rye
wants cold weather.”

Again on a cold morning I met my neighbor und
said, * This is capital for your rye, Mr. Brown.”

¢ Yes, but it is the very worst weather for the
corn and grass, They want heat to bring them
forward,”— Zodd.

1 would no sooner dare to fret than to swear.—
John Wesley.

The psalmist says, 0, give thanks unto the
Lord ! " oftener than he says, *O, pray unto the
Lord!” 1If God is a father and like a mother, he
must love to see his children happy.

Never, never yield to a discouraging thought. A
man who had been to many physicians and was
not cured, applied at last to a wise physician, who
said: T will take your case on one condition.
Promise me that under no circumstances will you
speak of your condition in a discouraging way. If
you do not feel better, and anyone asks you how
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Verses 7. I sce an Israclitish mother bending
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over her dying boy, A great shout goes up from
the cump. A remedy has been provided for the
bitten people. She suys to him: ** My boy, God
lias instructed Moses to make « brazen serpent, |
and to put it on a pole in the middle of the eamp;
and whosoever looks upon it shall Tive,"
But the boy is skeptical,
suys

“If the physicians in Israel eannot

cure me, how do you think that an old br “
penton a pole is going to cure we? If God had |
stid, Take the brass and rub it into the

08s ser

wound, |
the brass that woull
cure the bite. It T understood the philosophy ot |
ity I would look, Or, if the Lord had told Moses |
to go and get some herbs or roots and stew then,

there might be something i

and tuke the decoction as a1y
be something in that,
ture to do such

edicine, there would
But it ix 8o contrary to na-
a thing as look at the serpent that
Leannot do it,” ‘

And the young man dies in consequence of his |
own unbelief,

God has provided a remedy for hisdying people,
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are inctrouble ; you will never get out of it till you

ey this mess

Then ruising

shouted as only a
Mothodist could,

look! It is ouly
[ did look, and in that instant lost my crushing
ali—Spurgeor

Blackhoard,

THE END OF SIN.

ISRAEL

UFFERS D IES
THROUGH THROUGH
IN. , OUBT.

SHALL 1?

BEGINNING OF LIFE,
ISRAEL

RAYS
REPENTS. Il PARDON.

SHALL 1?

|
|
|
Tue trouble is, a great many people are looking ut |
the pole. Do not look at the pole: that is th

o
Chureh, Do not look at the ministers; they are

Just God's chosen instruments to hold up the
Remedy, to lold up Christ,

|

Take your cyes off
fron men : take your eyes off from the Church,
Lift them up to Jesus, and there will be life for
You from this hour,— Yoody,

It snowed so much T could not g to the place 1
determined. [ went to g Methodist chapel in an
obseure street, During the sermon the preacher
fixed his eyes on me and suid ;

* Young man, you

THE WAY OF LIFE
FOR
ISRAEL I ME
LOOK
TO THE
SERPENT | SAVIOUR
AND LIVE.
SHALL 1?
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INDAY SCHOOL BANNER, [Aug. 18

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a rough *sketch map” to illustrate the
journey from Sinai to Kadesh, the wandering, and
the march from Kadesh around Edom....Show
the places referred to upon the map to the L].l\h. )
Give a brief account of the connecting events:
(1) The visit of the spies and its result: (2) The
thirty-cight years of wandering; (3) The water
from the rock ut Kadesh: (4) The death of Aaron.

.Tell the story of the lesson in a series of word-
pictures: The Aradites’ raid; the vengeance of
Israel ; the march around Moab; the discourage-
ments and complaints: fiery serpents; the brazen
serpent. ... How this illustrated redemption....
The brazen serpent a type of Christ lifted up
(John 3. 14). What are here shown as the condi-
tions of salvation,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

No. 1. ’
There’s a wideness in God’s merey.
Deep are the wounds,
Depth of merey.
Look up.
Prince of peace,

No. 2.
Hear thou my prayer.
Thou, wlho camest from above,

\

I bring my sins to thee.
Only trust him,
Onee for all the Saviour died.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. How long did the Israclites wander in the
wilderness? Thirty-eight years,

2. Around what country did they then journey?
The land of Edom.

3. What came among them as the punishment
of their murmurings? Fiery serpents.

4. To what did the serpents drive the people?
To sorrow for their sin.

What did God command Moses to do? To
lift up a serpent of brass,

6. How were the people to be healed from the
bite of the fiery serpents? By looking at the
brazen serpent.

7. What did Jesus say concerning this brazen
scrpent ¢ Gorpen Text: ¢¢ As Moses lifted,”

| ete.

CATECHISM QUESTIONS,
{ was the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
ord 1 ed
For the continual remembrance of the death of
Christ, and she benefits which we reeeive thereby.
44. What is the outward part or sign in the Lord's
Supper ?
Bread and wine, which the Lord hath commanded
to be received.

B. C. 1451.]

LESSON VII. THE NEW HOME IN CANAAN.

[Aug, 18,

GOLDEN TEXT. Thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good land
which he hath given thee, Dcut. =, 10,

Authorized Version.
Deut. 6o 315, | Commit to memory verses 5-0.]

3 IHear therefore, O Is'ra-el, and observe to do
it may be well with thee, and that ye may
increase mightily, as the Lok God of thy Tathers
hath |n|uun~ul thee, in the land that floweth with
milk and honey.

4 Hear, O 1s'ra-el: The Lorp our God 4 one
Lokb :

5 And thou shalt love the Lorp thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and withall thy
might.

6 And these words, which T command thee this
day, shall be in thine heart:

7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way,
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bipd them for a sign upon
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
thine eyes,

9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of
thy house, und on thy gates,

70 And it shall be, when the Lorp thy God
shall have brought thee into the lund which he

Revised Version,
8 Hear therefore, O Isru-cl, and observe to do
it that it may be well with thee, und that ye
may increase mightily, as the Lorp, the God of
thy fathers, hath promised unto thee, in a land
flowing with milk and Loney.

Hear, O Is'ra-el: the Lorp our God is one
Lorp : and thou shalt love the Lorp thy God
with a1l thine heart, and with all thy soul, and
5 with all thy might,  And these words, which 1

command thee this day, shall be upon thine
7 heart: and thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walk-
est by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up. And thou shalt hind them
for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be
for frontlets between thine eyes. And thou
shalt write them upon the doorposts of thy
house, and upon thy gates,

And it shall be, when the Lorp thy God shall
bring thee into the land which he sware unto

S
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sware unto thy fathers, to A'bra-ham, to T’ 1uc,
and to Ja'cob, to give thee great und goodly cities,
which thou buildedst not,

11 And houses full of 411 good things, which
thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thoy
diggedst not, vineyards und olive trees, which
thou pluntedst not’s when thou shalt have eaten
and be full;

12 Then beware lest thou forget the T ORD, Which
brought thec forth out of the land of gypt, trom
the house of bondage,

Thou shalt fear the Logrn thy God, and serve
Bimy and shalt swear by his name.

14 Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods
of the people which are round about you ;

15 For the Lorp thy God /s u jealous God among
st the anger of the Loxy thy

rod be kin
« against thee, and destroy thee from off the
tuce of the earth,

TIME.—B. C.1451 : the conjectural date when
these words were uttered. PLACE.—Somew here
in the great peninsular wilderness, north of Mount
N DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION.—7T)\.

unity of the Godhead,

HOME READINGS,
4. The new home in Canaan. Deut,
. “For our good.” Deut, 6. 16 25,
. Remembering the way, Deut, &, 1-10,
Th. Peware of forgetfulness,  Deut, . 11-20,
£, The good resolve. Josh, 24, 1
N Blessings in the new home, Psalm 107, 31

4

Ne The new heaven and earth, Rev, 21, 1-%,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 244, New Canadian Hymnal.

We speak of the land of the blest

No. 242, New Canadian Hymnal,

Jerusalem, the golden.

No. 245, New Canadian Hymnal.

When we get home to that beautiful land.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR
I. Loving the Lord, v, 5-5

To whom and by whom were these  words
spoken ¢

UDENTS,

Is seeular pros erity a sure result of obedience
to God in modern life?  If not, why not ¢

thy fathers, to A'brasham, to I'suue, and to
Ju'cob, to give thee; great and goodly cities,
11 which thou buildedst not, and houses full of all
good things, which thou filledst not, und cis-
terns hewn out, which thou hewe dst not,
vineyards and olive tre es, which thou plantedst
12 not, and thou shalt eat and be full; then be-
ware lest thou forget the Lonn, which brought
thee forth out of the land of £ £ypt, out of the
13 house of bondage. Thou shalt fear the Lorp
thy God ; and him shalt thou serve, and shalt
14 swear by his name,  Ye shall not o after other
gods, of the gods of the peoples whichare round
15 about you; for the Lorn thy God in the midst
of thee is a jealous God ; lest the anger of the
Loxp thy God be kindled against thee, and he
destroy thee from off the

e of the eurtl,
—
Wiat proper name should be substituted for
*the Lorn ™ throughout this lesson ?
What is the meaning of the sentence “ Our God
| Jehovah is one Jehoval ¢
[ What doss Christ s

ay of the command given in

| What command does he Place beside it? (Read
| Lev, 19, 18,)

‘ On what does hie say
|

all the law und the prophets
2. 8T-405 Mark 12, 29-

| What is loving with the heart ¢ What is loving

| with the soul 2 What is loving with the might ¢

[ (Rom. 12, 1.)

2. Teaching his Word, v. i
What is meant by * these word

The entire spivitual and moral law of

' (Answer,
1.)

What is the difference between memorizing by
rote and learning by heart ¢

What was a Hebrew's duty to his children ?

When was it justifiable for a Hebrew to neglect
thinking and talking of God’s law ?

What is the spiritual meaning of verses 8 and 97

What two Hebrew customs arose beeause of them ¢
3« Remembering his Mercies, 10-15,

What peculiarity of Israel's inlierita
promised land is mentioned in verses 1

How many of the Wlessings we
carned ?

¢ in the
and 11¢
Y have we

When are wien most tempted to ¢
Lord "
Is it wrong to tuke a legul oath?  Give Your rea-

forget the

sons for your answer,

What do you know about the * wods of the peo-
ple ™ round ubout Isruel ?

What are to-day the rivals of God in the affec-
tions of his people ¢

What does ( hristinity set before us

as the great
reward for doing good ?

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where does this lesson tegch—

What was “the land that flow eth with milk and
honey,” and why was it so culled ¢

1. That God's providence ecares for all his chil-
dren ?
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2. That we should not only fear God, but love Teachings of the Lesson,
him ?
3. That we should never for one moment forget

our religion ¢

|
i Where in this lesson are we taught—

| 1. To love God supremely ¢

; 2. To study his word carefully ¢

| 3. To praise him for his mercies ?
|

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Loving the Iord, v
Upon whom is a call made for obedience ?
What good had been promised to them !
What is the Lord declared to be ?
How should he be loved ?
What proof of love does Christ require? (John
14, 15.)
2. Teaching his Word, v. t-0
Where were God's words to be hidden?
To whom were they to be taught ? |
When were they to be talked about ?
Where were they to be on one’s person ¢
Where were they to be written ¢
‘What good hiding place for God’s word cun you
name? (See Psalm 119, 11,)
3. Remembering his Mercies, v, 10-15.
Into what land would the Lord bring his people ¢
What four things would he give them?
What were they warned not to forget ?
Whom were they to fear and serve ?
After what were they forbidden to go?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

How long was it since the Israelites had left
Egypt?

To what viver had they come now ?

What lay on the other side of the river?

Who spoke to them here for the lust time ?

What did he want to tell them ?

What did he know ?

Whom did he say they must love?

What must they teach their children 2

Why did he want them to teach the children
about God ¢

What did he say God would give them in Ca-
naan ?

Whom must they not forget ?

What becomes of the people who forget God ?

Is this as true now us when Moses lived?  Yes,
for God never changes,

What is said of God's character ¢ Remember—
What peril would disobedience invite? That God's words ure for children. Verse 7.
What was their duty to their Lord ! (Goupes That all good things come from God. Verses

Texr.) 10, 11,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

We are now approaching the close of the fortieth year of the troublesome travels of Israel from
Egypt to Palestine. It is B, C. 1451, The tribes are encamped on the east side of the river Jordan,
almost opposite the fortitied and populous city ot Jericho, Behind them are the mountains of Moab.
They spread out with the regularity of a modern military encampment, and their flocks, under sate
guard, spread over a tract four or five miles wide. The ousis in which they are encumped is a parallelo-
gram, or nearly so, and it must have seemed to them, as they entered it after their wearisome tramp over
sands and stones, to be a very garden of the Lord. Moses was now one hundred and twenty years old.
He had guided them from the neighborhood in which we left them in our last lesson, northward, on the
eastern side of Edom, until they came to their present tenting place on the plains of Moab, e had as-
siduously watched the carcer of Balunm, that strange prophet, whom Buluk, King of Moab, hired to curse
Israel, and whose curse was turned into blessing. He had taken a new census of the people, to reorgan-
ize them for conquest.  He had utterly destroyed the kingdom of Bashan. Two tribes and a half had
selected their territory east of thie Jordan, and now Moses, facing a death which he knows will soon
come, makes certain farewell addresses to the pouplu, from which our lesson of to-day has been selected.

3. ll\ear « « « and observe. Listening with- Thm ye may increase mightily. Dr. Joseph
out obedience is of little good ; to learn the truths | Parker wisely says that no man can do right in
of the Bible and not practice its principles does not | order that it may be well with him ; no man can
make anyone’s morals better. That it may be | de right without its being well with him ; and of
well with thee. This is not bribery: it is a | no man who does not aim to do right can it be said
simple statement of what results when God's laws | that all things are well. Not everybody who is
are kept. It is simply the Bible maxim that we | good is rich, but God has given special providences
are to seek first the kingdom of God and his | of secular guidance to all who seek himn in spirit.
righteousness, and all things shall be added to us. | As the Lord God of thy fathers hath prome
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ised thee. Over and over again the promise was
made to Abraham, to Isuue, to Jucob, to Moses.
Milk and honey. Ewmblems of delicious fer-
tility.  The milk, representing the herds and
flocks, and the succulent puasturage which tended
to their increase, und the honey representing the
bees and flowers, were emblems of use and beauty,
(1) If we are true to God, he will take us to a better
country than old Canaan.

4. The Lord our God is one Lord, It is

unate that the phrase * the Lorp * has been
substituted for the name * Jehovul throughout
the Old Testament.  Jehovah our God is one Jeho-
vuh § he fills the whole universe, But there were
many Buals. Even where gods were not multi-
plied it became the fashion to multiply their
shrines, and the superstition arose that Baal wor-
shiped in one place might prove more fuvorable to
the petitioner's request than Baal worshiped in an-
other place.  Very much like this is the super-
stition of' the modern Roman Catholies, who will
come to Our Lady of Guadeloupe or Our I ly of
Lourdes, believing thut the Virgin Mary will favor
them more if they pray in a fuvorite place. The
old worship multiplied Baals as the modern wor-
ship multiplies Marys, But Jehovah was already
proclaiming himself us uNpirit, that was to be wor-
shiped in spirit and in trath, There were ¢ gods
many and lords many,” bug only one Jehoval,

5. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God.
* Without love God himself becomes but a distant
and infinite idol."— Puter, Compare Matt, 22,
873 Mark 12, 83 ; Luke 10, 273 Rom. 12.1. This
was Christ’s first and greatest  commandment,
The heart is the intellectual man, the center of
understanding, passion, affection ; the soul is the
sclt-conseiousness, the per onality ; the might is
the sum of all the energies, We pray daily that
God's kingdom may come on earth ; it ““wil»
come when all men shall obey this command,
(2) There ix every reason to love God ¢ he issupremely
good and lovable,

6. These words . . . shall be in thine
hearts  The heart has o memory of its own, In-
tellectual memory is hurdly called into operation
in the communion of the soul with God, and “ag a
man thinketh in his heart so is he," But this
verse shows how careful we all should be to mamo-
rize the truths that have come to us from God,
(8) The best help to heart memory is head memory,
Let us diligently learn the Golden Text, memory
verses, und other choice puss ges of Seripture, and
the best hymns,

7. Teach them diligently unto thy chil.
dren. The text is literally, Thou shalt sharpen
them to thy children ; send them into them like a
needle; teach children spiritual truth at home, in
Subbath school, and by every other available in-
fluence and environment. Talk of them when
thou sittest in thine house. The best way to
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keep this conmandment is to ill the heart full of
** these words.”  What a man thinks about he will
talk about,  What u talker on divine things was
our blessed Master! Sittest , , . walkest
« « o risest, That is, in every possible action
and attitude of' daily life,

8. A sign upon thine hand . . . frontlets
between thine eyes. There shull be no secret
religion, no steulthy piety. You shall carry your
principles as much in the sight of everybody as if
they were borne between Your eychrows or on
Yourarm, The Jews, who were slow to appreciate
the spiritual truth of this injunction, applied it lit-
erally, and made little boxes in which were put
seriptural passages (Exod. 18, 9) written ou parch-
ment,

9. Write them upon the posts of thy
house. This also was taken literally by the
Jews, and so another little box with holy writings
wus placed on the doorpost. The parchment case
attached to the person was culled * phylactery ;
the case attaghed to the door was called * mezu-
zah.” The mezuzah contained Deut. 6. 4-9; 11,
15-21.  The command was intended, like the oth-
er, to emphasize spiritual life—the public avowal
of faith in God,

10, 11. Great and goodly cities, cte. The
splendid cities of ancient Palestine awaited these
favored people, An architecture and a husbandry
beyond their power to originate had turned the
grazing grounds of their forefuthers into a center
of civilization ; and fortifications crowning ulmost
cevery hill left only one unsatisfied desire in the
Hebrew heart—to be inside them. That that de-
sire would be soon gratified was reasonably sure;
they trusted Jehovah, they had good confidence in
their own prowess, and long before this they had
found that the Palestinians were panic-stricken ;
and no wall is strong when a coward defends it,
When thou shalt have eaten and be full,
For the hardships of the warrior were soon to be
exchanged the luxuries of the conqueror,
Wealth thus acquired would bring exceptional
dangers,

12, ‘Then beware. Ina true sense we are
ourselves in the position which Moses deseribed as
awaiting Israel on their entrance into Canaan, and
to us, too, comes the injunction, ** Then beware !
The poorest of us inherits the luxuries of a civili-
zation compared with which the richest corner of
the * goodliest city ** of Palestine was poor. Ever

| Tet us hear this word of caution, * Beware !  As

many men have been ruined by prosperity as by
adversity,

13-15. Fear the Lord. To do this is “the
beginning of wisdom.” It is not timidity which is
commanded, but that reverent awe which is akin
to love. Witlout such fear there can be no sincere
worship orreal obedience. Swear by his name.
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The oath in the nume of Jehovah was equivalent to
a solemn acknowledgment ot beliet'in him,  This
command is not to be considered inconsistent with
what the Saviour enjoins in Matt, 5 . Other
gods. There were plenty of them—such as they
were. The whole universe of human needs had
been farmed out by the funey ot the ancients to

CRITICAL

Deuteronomy is from two Greek words signitying
the second law—that is, a repetition of the luws of
Moses in an abridged form. The book divides
itself naturally into tour parts, the first three being
as many speeches delivered by the great lawgiver:
(1. 6t04.40: (2) 5. 1to 26, 105 (3) 27, 1to 2, 29,
These discourses are followed by the fourth sce-
tion of the book, from chapter 30 to the end,
consisting of Moses's closing words, including his
song and his blessing, and last of all a brief ae-
count ot his death, which wus added by some
later hund, Indecd, it is possiblg that the last i
chapter of Deuteronomy was at one time the first
Many erities regard Deuter-
onomy not only post-Mosaic, but of much later
origin than the tour other books of the Pentateuch,
though there are erities equally learned who
think that it was written eurlier than the rest.
The average Sunday school teacher may do well
to regard the book in the main as Mosaic,

These addresses were delivered in the plain of
the Jordan, in full view of the promised land, in
the clevensh month of the forticth year, just on
the eve of entering Canaun, There is a tenderness
and a pathos in them well worthy of the last days
of the great leader.

Verse 3. Hear therefore, O Israel, and
observe to do it. The verbs are not in the im-
perative, The following is a more literal render-
ing: ** If thou hast heard [the luw] then, O Israel,
be sure to obey That it may be well with
thee. True ~ue is impossible without obedi
ence to the divine law.  The truly good, however,
will obey not simply to avoid the consequences of
sin, and that they may b the benefits derived
from such a course of nction, but they will keep
the commandments of God beeause it is right to do
beeause the love of God is shed abroad in
their hearts.  And that ye may increase
mightily. National no than individual
prosperity is conditioned on the obscrvance of the
law. Disobedience or disregard of law brings dis-
comfort and ruin, impairs health, and shortens
life, Blessed is the land which is inhabited by
law-abiding, God-fearing people.  As the Lord,
the God of thy fathers, hath promised.
To Abraham (Gen. 13, 14 g5 18, 185 22,17 £\ );
to Jacob (Gen. 28, 14); and to Moses (Exod. 5.
8), and doubtless on many oceasions not recorded.

ehapter of Joshua.

8O,

loss

| mon phrase in the Ol T

In a land. There is no preposition cor-

innumerable little gods and goddesses, each of whicly
had a limited responsibility, One of the spec
temptations which met the Israclites when settly
in the goodly cities which they had not bui
was the presence everywhere of the syn
idolatry. A jealous God. One who cly

whole heart,

NOTES.

responding to <n in the Hebrew texty therefore,
we should read, * As Jehovah, the God of thy
Flowing
This is a very «

fathers, has promised thee a lund,” ete,
with milk and honey.
tament, and denotes ex
ceeding great prosperity, tertility ot soil, and abuy-
dance of luxuries,

4. Hear, O Israel, These and the following
words may be regurded as the ereed of Isrucl.
They were, and are still, read in all the publi
services of the Jews, The Lord ouar God is
one Lord. Lord when written in small
here, stands always ftor Jehovah,  The
order of the words is: ** Jehovah our God Jeh
one.,”  The word God (Elohim) has the
form, not that the Jews believed in a plurality of
Gods, but they coneeived of God as the sum and
totality of all forces; hence the plural form was
used, something after the manner of the plurul
of excellence or majesty,  The doctrine empla-
sized here is that of the unity of God,  We may,
therefore, translate the clause: *Jehovah is our
God, Jehovah alone.””  We recognize no
gods. Ile the supreme Ruler, and
witl out a rival (ecompare 4. 35, 30). The word
Jehovah is probably from the third person singu-
culine impertect of the Hebrew verb to he
(sce Exod, 8. 14). It signifies, Ile is or will be,
That is, the self-
everlasting One.

exue

other

is reigns

lur, m:

sting, the ever-remaining,
The unity of God was the one
great lesson which was emphasized in the Oll

Testament,  What a possession has he who fr
the depth of his heart fully and thoroughly be-
lieves in one ever-present, supreme Being, the
ruler of all the universe! The letter *ayin
near the beginning of the verse, and daleth at its
close, are written in very large letters, so as t
eall especinl attention to the passage.  The two
letters joined together form the word “witness.”
The Jewish rabbis taught that this meant that Gol
is witness of the sineerity with which this profess
of faith is made.

5. Thou shalt love the Lord. lle isthy
Creator, thy Protector, thy Leader in the wilder-
ness, the one who brought thee out of Egypt and
is about to give thee a rest in Canaan,  God is thy
father, and is infinitely interested in all his chil-
dren, It is our bounden duty to adore, revere,
and love him,  Love to God is the source of all
purity. The best way, however, to show our love
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for God is to love our fellow-men.

Saviour's words (Matt, 37-40),
thine heart. Ileat in the IHe
prehends more than in our lang
seat of bodily life, as well us the intellectual,
wills, hates, perceives, reflects, thinks, ete,

also the center of the moral lite. Noul, This is
the vital principle, also tie seat of the emotions,
feelings, and atfeetions,
phys

Compure our

With all
rew Bible com
It is the
It

w9

e,

The Jews were not met
i it is therefore probable that both s
and heart were used in a vague general sense f
the entire inner man.  Mights This
generally rendered adverbially, in the sense of ex-
ceedingiy, entirely, or ex The three
words were used for emphasis, and * inelude every
faculty that can possibly come into question,”’
6,7. 1
thine heart, Indelibly written upon the mind,
committed to memory,
the hes

w
word is

narily,

* Out of the abundance of
the mouth g Thou shalt

o199
<eth,

It is |

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

| were thought to Possess

465

These
In the course
veneration, and
al virtues for warding
Such
atimed

was deposited in a hollow tube,
were nailed to the right-hand post.
of time these became objeets of

tubes

off mistortune,
practices are

sickness, and evil spi

Mo

tian lands,

still common among the
uns and, tor that matter, i

some Chr

10. eat and pdly citiess  Let the
reader observe the difterence of punctuation in
| the two versions, It is needless to say that the

se words . . . shall be upon |

teach them diligently unto thy children, |

The verb here used for “ to tegeh usually denotes
‘“to sharpen:” the picl form used j
phatic. It might be rendered “ male ve ry sharp,”
that is, impress them, teach them rey
them home, as it were, on the point of some
instrument. Talk of them. M:
the theme of your convers
street, at eve, and early in the mor
time, everywhere, Blessed is the
filled with God's word that hLe
ing about it. The word of Go
feed thou upon it,

8. Bind them for a sign upon thine hand,
The hand is the ehief instrument of wi
of either great good or great mischief,
this in a figurative sense, as the two pr ced
verses (compare Exod. 18, 9-16.. DBut it i
probuble thut Moses intended their lite 1 fulfill
ment, We itended
to lisplace old customs, in vogue among the F.
tians, of wearing amulets, j as some
the Christian Chureh were instituted to countery
the baneful influences of heathen fi
lets between thine eyes, Worn
head, so that all might sec that the w
follower of Jehoval, These frontlets o
phylacteries in the New Testament (Mautt
They were strips of parchment or
which were written passages from th
Exod. 18, 2-10, 11-17; Deut These
were rolled up in some kind of a skin or cloth,

9. Upon the doorposts of thy house,
This being the first thing one would see on enter-
ing or leaving a house. The passages written
were the same as on the frontlets, In later ages the
word * mezuzah ** was applied to the w riting rather
than to the post. Deut. 6. 4-9 was thus written
on some material, which was then rolled up, hav-
ing the divine name Shaddai on the outside. This

S very eme-

eatedly, ser

ng

vall

L who

annot help

tall

¢ bread of

capable

Some tuke

more

¢ believe that they were iy

| tog
|

| worship of the

The
in tents, like other nomadie

hout to ocet

Reviseld is the more correct,
qars had dwel
L now ti
had not |
ienees and luxt

its perils,

s for

and to en

wilt,
i Such u st

. , however,
I struggling are not the

may

Poverty u
greatest misfortunes wl
Leaving the old log cabin for the palatial residence,
or the country cottage for the more elegant city
life, has not always proved a spiritual blessing,
Hence the appropriateness of Moses's warning,
12. Beware lest thou forget the Lord.
Alus, how many have forgotten God in the day of
prosperity ! Better far remain in the wilderness,

with all its drawbacks, t

to

a man,

i to enter Canaan, with

all its abundance, it by so doing one should forget
Jehoval,
13. Tho
of the Lord
corner stone «
ted
name. To swear by t!

be a tacit confession of belief in him,

shalt fear the Lord. * Tlo fear
is the 1 the
his tear must be
Swear by his
of Jehovah would

ing of wisdom,”

actt by

 Verse
s namie

These words

must not be regarded as inconsistent with our
Suviour's commund: “8wear not at all.” For
y Without doubt, the reference is to Jjudieial
s in courts of' j , while the Master’s words

most probably refer to a vulgar way of swearing in
there was no need of it,
11, Ye shall not go after other gods,
Your contact with other nations will subject you
at temptations.  The ditference between your
r<hip and theirs will often apy very small. It
must not be forgotten that there was much in the

trifling matters, where

Semitie tribes that was common,

henee the ease with which Israel forsook Jehovah,

So in our days many practices are permitted in one
Church which are prohibited in another, Attend-
ing theaters, card playing, or dancing may not he

sinful in itself, but how often have such worldly
amusemnents
extreme world

1 the stepping stones into a life of

iness and open sin !
Analytical and Biblical Outline,
Requisites for National Prosperity.
L. OBEDIENCE,
Hear. .. .observe to do, v, 3,
Keep his commandments, Eceles, 12, 13,
Forget not my law, Prov, 3. L5
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1L GoprLiNgss,

One Lord, . . lovethe Lord, v. 4,5,
One God, the Father, 1 Cor. &, 6,
That they might know thee.

111, INTELLIGENCE,

These words. .. .in thine heart, v
Wiser than mine enemies, Psalun 119, v8
To virtue, knowledge. 2 Peter 1. 5.

IV, InstrUeTion.

Teack them diligently. v. 7-9.
Take....hold of instruction, Prov
Able to make thee wise, 2 Tim, 3.

V. REVERENCE,
Beware lest thou forget. v. 10~
Unto you that fear. Mal. 4. 2.
Serve the Lord with fear. Psalm 2, 11,

VI. Lovavry,
Not go after other gods, v. 13-
Worship no other god. Exod.
No man....two masters, Matt.

Thoughts for Young People.
Thoughts of God.

1. 7o think of God is a duty. Thereis a God.
His power created the worlds and you. His prov-
idence supplies the needs of all life, including
yours, [Ilis law is the standard to which all your
life’s deeds and words will be brought. His euars
hear and his eyes see every word and act of yours,
How dare you dismiss God from your thoughts

2. 1o think of God is easy. Everything he
has made bears his impress,  We should be able
to see him in his works and word, and to read his
loving messages on every hand, Be silent, and
you will hear his knocking ut the door of your
heart.

3. 7o think of God is profitable. Thoughts of
him transtorm and beautity lite. Most men, as
Thomas Starr King has said, would rather have a
leaf of the New Testament flit gently down upon
their heads than to be struck by a great stone;
but there is a way in which such a great spiritual
truth as that of John 8. 16 may strike a nation,
and so revolutionize it that all goodly and beauti-
ful spiritual forces shall thenceforth dominate,
Neither statutes, nor armies, nor dungeons can
withstand the gentle conquest of the King of
righteousness,

4. To think of God is a privilege.  What
thought can calm one when passion sweeps storm-
ily through his heart ! What thought can sustain
when the soul is sorrowfully howed to the dust?
What ean cheer in the darkest moments¢ The
recollection of the love of God,  And God is Jov
How precious, then, is the privilege of thinking of
him!

Lesson Word-Pictures,

This chapter suggests a gallery whose walls are
hinng with beautiful pictures of life in the promised
land.

Here is a parent in the midst of children clus.
tered at home, How faithful are the instructions
of that parent ! Those teachings go back over the
past.  They recall the dreaded Red Sea and dread-
od Egypt, while Israel trembles between the
two, and there is the mighty exodus, where God
marches aliead and leads the new nation on to
Sinai, echoing with Jehovah's “Thou  shalt
nots,"”

Aguin I see the father leading the children out
to some shaded nook in the heated summer land,
and there in the cool seclusion of those shadows
he tells how God led his people like a flock through
the great wilderness, satisfying their thirst, taking
away their hunger.

It is the evening hour, and now the mother's
low tones are heard in the twilight's deepening
hush, and she tells about Jacob’s silvery ladder of
prayer across the dark heavens, or how the patri-
arch wrestled with the mysterious angel until the
day was breaking.

Another day I watch some reverent futher
as he binds God's word upon his arm or upon his
forehead, or sets that word in plain letters upon
the gate of his home, or upon the very door-
posts,

Lo, what changes are seen in other suggested
vietures from life in the promised land !

There are no more stretching encampments with
long strects between the tents, but Israel lives in
towns, in cities, What goodly walls, high towers,
strong battlements ! Then walk out into the open
country. The days of shallow pools and brackish
waters have passed, and Jacob’s well onece more
is theirs, while cool and deep lie the waters in
other ancient wells, Look areund! No longer
are there just the native fruits of Sinai, of Sin, of
Paran, but the grapevines climb the southern
slopes of Canaan, and carry as they climb patient
loads of cultivated fruit. The olive trees are
planted in orchards, while the fig trees are sta-
tioned inrows, like sentinels, by the roadside. Ev-
erywhere are the silent witnesses of peace and
plenty, of sceurity and thrift, prosperity and
content,

But now across this bright picture falls a threat-
ening shadow. 1 sce a form prostrate before
leering, revolting image, I sce bands of such idol
aters  dancing, carousing, blaspheming. T sce
parents bringing belpless babes to be laid in
the red-hot arms of hideous images, while ile
child’s cries are drowned in the fiendish noises of
idolaters,

0O, where is Jehovah, T ask?  Where is the
memory of the deliverance from the lund of bond.




, the erossing of the sea, the leading like o
'k to Canaan? It is all forgotten,
is forgotten—but not therefore blotted
cnee.

Seey the shadow across the bright pieture black-
ens! The sky is hung with a pall. The wind
The thunder rolls.  "The lightning lashes,
A bolt from Leaven smites and shatters the idolu-
trous image.  Israel is punished,
corruption is the nation's destruction. Aguin Jews
beeome bondmen, and into exile the nation tear-
fully pusses,

Jehovaly

i eNist-

Tours,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
There does not appear to have been preserved to
us any distinet evidence of the precise form in
which this order to write the law on the door-
posts, and so forth, was exeeuted at the time of the

The nation’s
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| wus posted on every door of the house,

o : M o |
Exodus, It was impossible to write the whole

on any doorpost.  The ancient yptiuns
didy however, write sacred legends on the door-
posts and gates 3 the Greeks aud Romans also had
useriptions on their gates, It seems clear that
tfrom the time of the exile, at least, the Jews had
the custom of aflixing to the doorposts of their
louses purchment written with sentences from the
luw. Josephus says, * They inscribe the great-
est biessings of God upon their doors,” and On
los translates a Chaldee paraphrase which makes
tham to have written these on serolls and fixed
them to the doorposts.  Maimonides shows the
intent to be memorial and edueational : “For
whenever an Israelite comes into the house or
goes out, he, secing on it the nume of the Holy
One, blessed be his name, will be the reby re-
minded of his love - and he will refleet wnd wall
in the paths of rightcousness,” Later we huve
the definite form of the ““doorpost™ reminder of
the law.  The Iebrew word for ory i
mezuzah, or mesusah, and the title is transforred

st ! I

law is called by the title of * The Doorpost.,”  The
form of this in general Las been the sume from
very ancient times till now. The custom was,
nd is, to take a small three-ineh square purch-
vient and - write in twenty-two lines (Deut, t.
41 11, 18-21), and then fold this longitudi-
nally in halfineh wide folds, when it is rolled and
putin a cylinder of some shini
lead, or glass,

¢ metal as tin,
A small hole is left in the tin
through whieh the word Shaddai, one of the names
of Gad, ean be read, inseribed on the exposed side
of the parchment after folding. The whole is
then sceured to the right-hand doorpost, It is a
mistake to represent that this was uffixed to the
doorposts of every building. Tt eould not he
Placed on tanneries nor on dye works, for they were
tneledn 3 nor, in fact, was it placed on any Luild-

467

ing not oceupied as a dwelling, not even the door
ofthe sanctuary. It was distinetly a fumily ur-
rangement, It was u sort of house phylac-
tery for the education of the youngest as well

the oldest. Tt was a provision for a )
catechism, It is equally erroncous to say that it
It was
not placed on the doorpost of the bathroom or
washroom, or other pluce which wight be consid-
ered ceremonially unclean, Every time a devout
Jew pussed the outer doorpost he touched the
mezuzah and Kkissed his finger, speaking bene-
dictions,  He rarely went from room to room
without bowing to it. The little child could not
and though he was not set
to learn to read till he was six years old, yet cer-

fuil to observe this law

tuin passages of Seripture and isolated portions of

it him when three years of

prayers were tang
uge,

The thought wus conneeted with the divine pro-
teetion as expressed in the words of the Psalmist,
*The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy
coming in trom this time forth, and even for ever-
It came to be the object of superstitious
and  among the extrg ant  rabbinieal
uchings was the saying that if any particles of
dust or dirt were kept within a cubit of the mez-
uzali, three hundred and sisty-five demons would
come there. The superstition which grew up about
it is scen in the Chaldee uraphry
Nolomon 8, 1 have affixed the mezuzah to the
right side of my door, in the third part thereof,
toward the inside, so that evil spirits may have no
power over me.” A similar
China, where protection from evil spi

¢ of Songs of

uils in

e

is sought
in the sume way, A large piece of red paper on
which certain four eharacters are written in bluck
ink is generally pasted on the ridgepole of the
louse s a yellow paper with other four characters
protects the inmates from the presence of evil

| *pirits orother pernicious influences, The Chi-
from the literal to the figurative, when this posted |

nese language abounds in words of good and cvil
omen, The character for “happiness " is con-
sidered a very lueky symbol,
inches sq

Red paper several
¢ written with black ink, or white
puper written with red ink, with this character on
ity ufter being gilded, is pasted on the doors of
liouses quite generally on the Chinese New Year's
Day.  On opening the door one will sce it and see
happiness " is near by, New inseriptions may be
written on other festival days, These are gener-
ully from one to four fect long. The rich and the
gentry place them on the posts of the interior of
their houses, and on those of the temples, Thus
the Greeks and Romans attached eharms to their
door jambs, and Moslems to-day everywhere write
pussages from the Koran or the poets over every
gate, door, fountain, bridge, or dw elling they
erect,
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Blackboard.

ForRGET THE LORD.

TRUE LIVING.

MOSES SPEAKS TO
ISRAEL. | MEN TO-DAY.

THOU GHALT
LOVE THE LORD.

KNOWING
SERVE BY TeacHina THE WORD.
DOING

REMEMBER HIS MERCIES.

WAY TO HAPPINESS
FOUND

OF OD.

J

FOLLOW IT.

““Observe to do all that is written there-
in ... and thou shah have
good success.”

\

By Way of Illustration.
Verses 3 and 4. Lord.” This
strange contrast to all other 5
and hill and

eonrse, vice and virtue had its god.

S (e was
. every r

Heath-
md lords
million, In
The Lord our

enism now. as then, has * gods ma
many.” India counts them hy the
contrast to this is the statement: *
Goul is one Lord,”

Verse 7. Lucy Rider Meyer says: *
might have a week of talk like our week ot pr
when the things of the kingdom shall be the t
everywhere—on the
tables. The fuct
really interests us,

We reflect our soul life in words more
know.
goes to a missionury

I wish we

street, on the ears, 4

s, we do talk about th

than we
A young lady says: * Whenever mo!
meeting she begins ¢

the Aud
g her wraps she tel it
id, and reports what is heing done in d

about it as soon us she is inside house.

while she is remoy
Wit nt

countries, spite of ourselves we get just

" The members
ty, the Wes.
ealled

y with

information,
at Oxford Un
companions,
of their famili

full of missionary
of the Holy Club
leys and their
Moths, beecause
| word,

Bible

God's

Persex 10-15. ** What is the value of this estate 2
said a gentlemun to another with whom le
| riding, us they

hy fi

wils
1 a fine mansion surrounded
rand fe
“ 1 don’t know what
| it cost its late possesso
“How muceh 27
*1lis soul
Ch

1

valued at; T know what

v in life he professed fuith in
sty and obtained a subordinate ina
itile establishment.  1le continued to muin
tain a reputable religious profession till he beeam
| a partner in the firm, lle exeee
rich in money, but so poor and miserly

position

beeame aly
in soul
that none would have suspected that he had cver
been religious, \l length Lie purchased this lurge
estate, huilt a cox nansion,
Just before he

has been my ruin,

sickened, and

murked, ¢ My pro
The student of history finds written o

empires and defeated nations the

* Died of Prosperity and Luxury.”

The Teachers’ Meeting.
The most practicable of all plans for teaching
this lesson is that gested by the Lustratine
Notes—th o study of the presence of God in the
human heart, and its consequences: L Gad in th
mind (verse 4), A clear conception of God us o
personal Spirit, and the universal ruler and pro
vider, makes a marvelous impress on any charae
ter—personal and national alike. 1L God in the
heart We can worship, honor, and
obey if we love him first.  When the
heart ven, all is given, No wonder our Lord
mude this verse his first and greatest com
ment.  TIL. &ad on the Tips, 1t is of advant
the moral life of a nation to have God frank
| knowledged on its eoins and in its laws, [t is of
advantage to the individual to make a clear, open
confession of faith, We should constantly recite

(verse 5).

God only
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d teach spiritual truth, as well as live Consist

ently with it, IV, ¢ud th
to remember God,  Mar

they are indebted for

V. God in the lfe,

Master, for there is nn

ont some commanding authority

memaory, Wi

torget to w!

tNerve God

the injunction of holy writ, and hy suel serviee

we are able to live fully and | ippily

References
Freesan's Haxonook . %

607, Ver, 9: Portul ins riptions, 1

Wake the song.

Come, thou alwizghty King,
God is good

The love of God,

When all thy mercies

No. 2,

Awake, my soul,

sey iy soul, the King of hewye
ar not, O troubl wul,
My God, the spring of all niy joue

We come thy praise to sing

B. C. 1451.)
GOLDEN TE)

thee,
Authorized Version,
Josh. 3, 5«17,

Comanit to memory verse 17

[Study conneetion in ¢ hap, 8

And Josh'u-a suid unto the people, Sanctify
Ives: for to-morrow the Lopn will do wo-
ong .\HH.

And Josh'u-n spake unto the pri

e up the ark of the covenant, and
fore the people,  And they took
covenant, and went betoré the pe
T And the Lorp said unto Jos
I Ihegin to magnity thee in ti ht ot all Is
r-el, that they may” know that, as I was with
Mo'ses, w0 T will be with thee,

5 And thou shalt command the priest
the ark of the eovenant, saving, When v
to the brink of the w
still in Jor'dan,
¢ And Josh'u-a said unto the children of I« 4
Come hither, and hear the words ot'tl

1e Lown your
God,

10 And Josh'u-a said
that the living (3o
without tuil drive

, Hereby ve shall know
Lis among you, and that he will
out trom before you the (-
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+ When thou passest throug
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The Lesson Catechism,
For the entirve school, |

1o What does Moses say concerning Jehovah ?
“*The Lovd our God is one Lord,*

2o How should we love the Lo 2 With all
our heart and soul and might,

3. What are we to do with God’s word? Ree
member it, teach ity and continually talk
about it,

4. What did the Hebrews do with sacred t Xts?
Wore them on arm and brow, and fastened
them on doors,

5. When we are prosperous what should we o ?
*¢Then beware lest thon forget the Lord.””

6. What is the Gornex Trxr? €6 Thou shalt

bless,* ote,
CATECHISM QUESTION,

45. What

8ign?

is the thing signified by this outward

The body and blood of Christ, which are spirit,
| ually taken and received by the faithful in the
Lord’s Supper to the strengthening

and refreshing
of their souls.

John vi. 54, 35. Whoso eateth My flesh, and

drinketh My blood, hath eternal life. For
My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood is drink
fndeed,

THE JORDAN, [Aug. 25,

h the waters, I will be with

Isu, 43,

| Revised Version,
5 And Josh'u-a said unto the 1

y Sunetify
yoursclves :

for to-morrow the L will
wong you,

do

iestsy say i

1ty and

Is'ra-el, that
Mo'ses

t com-

will be with thee,

* priests that |
ne, When ye are come to the |

aters of Jor'dan, ye shall stand st

. Josh'u-a said unto the children of 1s'-
ra=el, Co ither, and hear the words of the

10 Lonn y And Josh'u-a said, Ilerchy

ye shall know that the liy ing God is
I and that he will without fail drive out fi

among you,
om be-
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naan-ites, and the it tites, and the 11i'vites, and
the Periz-zites, and the Girgu-shites; and the
Ann'o-rites, and the Jeb u=sites,

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord
of all the earth passeth over betore yon into
Jor dan,

12 Now therefore take you twelve mien out of the
tribes of Is'ra-¢ly out of every tribe a .,

13 And it shall come to puss, as soon as the
soles of the feet of the priests that bear the ark
of the Lorn, the Lord of all the carth, shall rest
in the waters of Jor'dan, that the waters of Jor -
dun shall be cut off from the waters that come
down from above; and they shull stund npon a
heap.

14 And it cane to pass, when the people removed
from their tents, to puss over Jordan, and the
priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the
people ;

15 And as they that bare the ark were come unto
Jor'dan, and the feet of the priests that bare the
ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jor
dan overfloweth all his banks all the time of har-
vest, )

16 That the waters which came down from ahove
stood and rose up upon a heap very far from the
city Ad'am, that is ‘m.{nlc Zar e-tun i and those
that came down toward the sea of the plain, ecen
the salt sea, failed, and were eut off': and the peo-
ple passed over right aguinst Jer'i-cho,

17 And the priests that bare the ark of the cov-
enant of the Lowrp stood firm on dry grbund in the
midst of Jor'dan, and all the Is'ru-el-ites pussed
over on dry ground, until all the people were pussed
clean over Jor'dan.

00L BANNER, [ Ang, 25,

fore you the Canaan-ite, and the Hit'tite
Hi'vite, and the Periz-zite, and the ¢
shite, and the Am'o-rite, and the Job
Jehold, the ark of the covenant of the Lo
all the earth passeth over hetore you int
dan,  Now therefore take you twelve men oy
of the tribes of' Is'ra-el, for every tribe
3 And it shull come to pass, when the soles of th
feet of the priests that bear the urk of the Loy,
the Lord of all the carthy shall rest in the
waters of Jor'dan, that the waters ot Jorday
<hall be eut offy even the waters that come dowy
tfrom aiove: and they shall stand in one L up.
And it eame to pass, when the people removed
from their tents, to pass over Jor dan, the priesty
that bare the ark of the covenant’ being befire
5 the people; and when they that bare the wk
were come unto Jor'dan, and the feet the
re dipped in the
n overtlowetl) 4l

priests that
brink of the water, tor Jo
b its banks all the time of harvest,) th ¢
waters which came down from above stood, and
rose up in one heap, a great way off, at Ad'u,
the ity that is beside Zar'e-than: and ¢
that went down toward the sea of the Ar'y R
even the Salt Sea, were wholly eut oft's aud the
T people passed over right against Jer'i-cho. Al
the priests that hare the ark of the covenant of
the Lorb stood firm on dry ground in the midst
of Jor'dan, and all Is'ra-el passed over on dry
ground, until all the nation were passcd cloan
over Jor'dan,

TIME.—B. C. 1451, in the early part of
April.  PLACE.—The river Jordan, a little
north of Jericho, When the Israclites erossed it
it was in flood. CONNECTING LINKS.—
The entire generation that had left Egypt (except-
ing only Joshua and Caleb) had perished in the
wilderness ; and their sons, still directly guided by
God, had at last reached Canaan, and were now

ready to cross the Jordan and begin the conquest |

of the land. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION, |

—God’s presence with his people.

HOME READINGS,

M. Crossing the Jordan, Josh. 3, 5-17.
. Command aud promise. Josh. 1, 1-0,
IV, Stones of remembrance,  Jo-h. 4. 1-11,
. Obligations of God's goodness,  Josh. 4,
14-24,
Caution against pride.  Deut. 0. 1-6,
Telling of merey.  Psalm 75, 1-5,
God our preserver. s, 43, 1-7.

LESSON HYMNS,

ew Canadian Hymnal,
O'er Jordan's dark and stormy river.

No. 254, New Canadian Hymnal,

There is a land of pure delight,
Where saints immortal reigu.

No. 255, New Canadian Hymnal,
There's a land that is fairer than day,
And by faith we can see it afar.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The Preparation, v. . 6.
What personal preparation did Joshua requireof
the people ?
What reason is given for this requirement ¢
What ix an essential preparation forevery Chris-
tian duty ?
What dircction was given in reference to the
ark ?
Why was the ark to go first ?
Is there uny evidenee of the time of the year
| when this oceurred ¢
| What evidences of the truthfulness of this vurre
| tive muy be discovered in the text itsclf?
| 2. The Promise, v.7-13.
| What was the promise to Joshua ¢
Why was this promise given ¢

ar
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What cotmand was given to the priests |
the ark ?

OF wiiat was this ark the symibnl 2

Study eurefully the history of tive ark of the cove
¥ mention of it cun be found in the Rey-
elu

OF what was it to be the token at this tine ?

What special seleetion was to be made by Joshua ?

For what purpose were they chosen ¢ (Josh. $.2)

Wihat cat you tell of the tribes mentioned in

in did this miracle ditfer from that of the

RedSea? (Exod, 14,
3. The Procession, v, 14-17,

What oceurred as the procession entered the
Jordun !

Whiat did the presene:

How long did it remain in the bed of the river?

What is the GoLpex Text ?

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn-—
1. That the serviee of God requires personal eon-
seerution !

2 That God is magnified in fuithful serviee ?
5. That God gives the promise of his preseree in
duty ¢

4. That where God leads us into sery ice, he pro-
vides the way through it,

Qt TIONS FOR 1) ERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
1. The Preparation, .

; y . |
What was to be a signal for the people to move ?

(Verse 8,)

At what distance were they to keep from the
ark 7 (Verse 4.)

Wiiat were the people commanded to do ?

What were they to expect from the Lord

What commund was given to the priests !

Of what family were these that bore the ark ?
(See Numi. 4. 1-4,)
2. The Promise, v, 7-13,

Who made and who received a Protuise ¢

What was the promise ¢

What command was Joshua to wive to the priests ?
Whose words were the pe ple culled to hear?

earing |

What were they to leart about God's prescnce ?
What about his power ?
By whom had Gl before made this Promise ¢
(See Deut, 5. 1.)
What would precede the peor 'e
Whom were they told to select ¢
W v,
river ?

into Jordan?
vesult: when the priests enterod the

3. The Frocession, v. 1417,
What was the order of the procession ?
At what scason of the yeur did they cross ?

i an at harvest time?
What happened to the waters above the crossing
What is suaicd of the waters below ?

At what point did the people eross ?

Where did the priests stand with the ark ?

How long did they remain there ?

What is God*s promise of safety toall his people ?
(Gorves Text,)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That God honors those who honor him ?
2. That he will deliver all who trust in him?
hat none need tear when he is guide?

QUBSTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What did Moses tell the ehildren of Isracl?
Who became their cuptain in his place ?
How old was Moses when he died ¢ (Deut, 84.7.)
Where was Joshua about to lead the people now ?

What did he say the Lord would do ¢

What did he tell the priests to do?

Of what was the ark of the covenant a sign ?

What happened when the priests’ feet touched
the water ?

Where did they stand while the people passed
over?

What took place when the priests had passed

ople know when they saw this?
s in trusting God ? (Isa. 43, 21:)

Remember—
You are safe if you but follow
All the way your Saviour leads !

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

The hour has now come when the clhosen people
1o cust the wilderness forever behind th
trance is designed wondrously to impress cve

Joshua, whose commission is to be avouches
Moses, and to inspire the hearts of I

of God, trained by the experience
em and to enter into their own land, The manner of their en-

ry Israclite with the consciousness of God"
help, with the safety of the people whose trust is in the

of forty years, are

s presence und
Lord, and with the authority of their leader

d by miracles as mighty as those which marked the rule of
srael's enemies with a terror of them and their God
the cump have been taken down, and the host stands ready for the
ofthe Jordan,  Before them stands the ark of the cove

. The tents of
mureh as if into the foaming waters
nant, hidden bencath its coverings, on the shoul-
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ders of the priests,
rver,
river is left bare before the host of Israel.
of the riv
and tribe by tribe they mare

Nuddenly a change takes place in the swift cur
damimned up between the narrow hills, while below the
Now the ark moves on, until it puuses in the midse
The host advances, the warriors in the van, the women and children in the center,
ross the channel on fod

In silence the bearers march betore the host until their feet press the margin of the

rent,  Thirty miles above the tide is scemingly
ater is soon spent, and the pebbly floor of the

At command of the leader, twelve men,

one from euch tribe, gather cach a stone from the bed of Jordan, and pile up a monument upon

the western bank.

the shadow of the palm and eats the fruit of the field.

The desert is forsaken, Canaan is reached, and in his own lund Isrs

1 rests under
Not until then is the mysterious barrier re-

moved, and Jordan once more rolls over its accustomed channel,

Verse 5. Joshua said. Through his subor-

dinate officers, bidding the people prepare for the |

marvels of the next day, Sanetify yourselves,
3y sacred washing, by refraining from common

employments, and by secking God with their |

Toemorrow, This would be the tenth
of Nisan, the annive
lamb was chosen for the passover.  Will do
wonders. The purposes of this miracle were to
encourage his people by the revelation of Lis
power, to bring them safely into their land, to

hearts,

give them triumph over their enemies, and to in-
spire the Canaanites with fear, (1) Nofice that
only for a consecrated people does God promise to do
wonders,

6. The priests,

The sons of Aaron, whose
1

duty it was to bear the ark, were to take preced- |

ence of the chiefs of the people.  The ark of the
covenant. A chest made of wood and covered
with plates of gold, four feet long, two and a third
deep and wide. It contained the two tables of the
law, and was the symbol of Gad's presence,
Pass overe To the front of the host, in order to
Jead the van in the march, Before the people,
Between the ark and the people was an open space
of two thousand paces, or nearly a mile, that all
might sce it and witness the miracle wrought at
its approach,

7, 8. This day will [ begin, This was the
first of many divine interpositions in aid of

Josh To magnify thee. To show the

people that Joshua possessed authority as God's

representutive,  Sight of all Israels  As all
would witness the miracle, so all would recognize
I was with Moses. In the
plagues in Egypt, the march through the Red Sea,
and the wonders of the wilderness, Come to the
brink. At the shore of the river.  Stand still
in Jordan. They were to stand with their feet

stream until the waters retired, then to ad-
vance to the middle of the channel, and there wait
until the people had passed over. (2) Let us not
JSorget to honor the calm, confident faith whick
conld issue sueh commands,

9, 10. Joshua said. Speaking to the people
through their elders. Hear the words. God’s
command and his promise. The living God.
A title meaning *“ true,” and implying that their
God was the only true God, as distinguished from

Joshua's power,

ry of the day when the |

the false divinities of the heuthen. Drive out,
God drove them out, not Israel, except as God's in-
strument.  And they rightly were driven out and
destroyed for their wickedness, Canaanites,
* Lowlanders,” living on the plains of Sha
and Esdraelon, und in the Jordan valley, H
tites. A powertul people, the * Kheta™ of the
yptian monuments, generally in the northern
of  Palestine, nong the mountains,
peaceful people in the center of
Canaan, the only tribe which made peace with the
Israclites Perizzites. * Rustics ;"
people in unwalled villages south of Mount Carmel,
Girgashites, Supposed to have lived around
the Nea of Galilee before the conquest. Amorites,
* Mountaineers,” holding the mountains west of
the Dead Sea, and all the country east of' the Jor-
Jebusitess A small but resolute tr
occupying Jebus, afterward Jerusalem.
nutions, though vanquished, were never thorough
1y extirpated, and troubled Israel until the times
of David,

11, 12. Ark of the covenant. So named
15 the visible symbol of God's pledge
to his people, and the place of his meeting with
them.  Lord of all the earth. Not of Isruel
only, but of all the universe. Take you
twelve men. The duty of these twelve men,
representing the twelve tribes, was to build the
memorial, as related in the following chapter.
(8) God's mercies toward us and his might in owr
behalf call for a memorial,

13. And it shall come to pass. The
promise of this verse is the fulfillment of verse 16,
Cut off from. The word “from” is not in the
original, and the sentence should read, *The
waters of Jordan shall be cut offy even the waters
that come down from above.” Stand upon a
heap. Rather, “stand up onc mass,” as if con-
gealed by an invisible power,

14, 15. Removed from their tents. Lit
erally, *‘pulled up their tent pegs,” for remov-
ing the camp. (4) Obedience to God is wondrously
rewarded. 'To pass over Jordan., The order
of the procession was: 1. The ark and priests,
2, The armed soldiers of the two and a half tribes
eastward (Josh, 4. 12). 3. The people arranged
by tribes. Overfloweth all his banks. The
river generally lies in the lowest of three terraces,

(Josh, 9).

dan,

becaunse it w
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less than one hundred feet wide. But in
spring, when swollen by the me Iting snows of' L
anon, it fills the terrace und is not forduble,
Time of harvest.  The burley harvest, which
in the hot Jordan valley comes a month earlier
than on the uplands,
To make the miracle more impressive,

the

This time was chosen, 1.
2. Be-
cause ut that time the enemies would not deem it
necessary to guard the fords, 8, Because they
would thus enter the land when food wus abun-
daut, ut the barley harvest, (5) God adapts kis aid
to his people’s needs.

16. Stood and rose up.  As if an invisille
dun were thrown across the river. So deep is the
depression of the chanuel that this would not
flood the surrounding country.  Very tar from
the city Adam. Rather, “ Very fur off, at the
city Adum.” This is an unknown place, from
fifteen to thirty miles above the point of crossing,
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| could pass over rupidly.
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8o that the tribes
(6) Ouwr salvation was
lid fiur off i Adam, when with the first
Beside
Zaretan. A pluce in the Jordun valley, then
srward well known, but now lost.  Those
that came down failed. With the stoppuge
of the water above the channel would soon be left
bare. Sea of the plai The Dead Sea, forty-
six mileslong, and thirteen hundred et below the
level of the Mediterranean, Aga t (opposite to)
Jericho. Atthat time the largest city in the Jor-
dan valley, and the first to be captured hy Israel,

Priests . . . stood firm., T ey stood
in the empty channel until all the host had passed
¥, On dry ground, Not ubsolutely dry, but
drained of its wuter. Clean over, Entirely
over. The priests stood in their places until
Joshua ordered them to advance,

Thus a vast tract was left bare,

accomp.

Sih comes the fivst promise of a Saviour,

und a

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 5. Joshua. Moses
Joshua, his loyal minister and 1 ng friend, of
1e powerful tribe of Ephraim, having been ap-
pointed his successor, now assumes command,
Sanctify yourselves, [Purif)
yourselves ceremonially el
probably the same as at 8i
things the people were commanded to change their
gurments, refrain from certuin indulgences, and

wis

¥ Yourselves, muke
qan, The manner was

prepure themselves in general for the
sion (Exod. 19, 10-15),

solemn oc

These outward purifi

tions t.ast have been accompanied by g correspond-
ing preparation of the heart so that they might
appreciate the great deliverance sbout to
To=morrow.
first month.  Before the Bat
month was called Abib, afte
responded to the latter part of March and first of
April. See Josh. 4. 195 5. 10, Tt lucked four
days of forty years since the departure from E pt.
The Lord will do wonders. The word ren-
dered * wonders” means superhuman deeds or
miracles, and refers here to the dividing of the Jor-
dan. The people about to enter upon the conquest
of Canaan needed speeial, tangible evidence of
God's power, something similar to or as great as
thut which their fathers, on leaving Egypt, had
seen at the Red Sea (Exod. 14, 21 3 Josh, 2, 10),

6. Joshua spake unto the priests, It is
4 significant fact that though the commaunder-in-
chitf is an Ephraimite (1 Chron, 7. 27), the priests
are yet to take the lead, and with the emblem of
God's presence are to march into danger, no less
thun to victory, at the head of the people.  Next
tothem were those capable of bearing arms from
the two and a half tribes settled on the east side of
the river (Num, 32, 20 Fo5 Josh. 4. 11, 12),
The ark of the covenant. So called because

place.

loniun captivity this

now dead. | in it were found the orig

» where among other |

tuke |
This was the tenth of the |

rd Nisan, and cor- |

1wl two tables of the law,

God's covenant with Is From Ilch, 4, 4 we

| learn that J ined ¢ t of munna und

Aaron’s rod t i, as well as the
1 furniture of the tuber-

the marel,

other sacred vessels
nacle, were borne, di )y the Ko-
hathites, a bran

1e Levites, standing next in

rank to the priests (Num, 7. 9; 10, As this

was an-extraordinary oceasion the priests thems-
cark. Forafull deseription of the
k, see Exod, 25, 1 Before the people,
The priests were separated from the rest of the
multitude two thousand cubits, between one half
and three f

selves bore

hs of a mile (verse 4). This was
ive all the people the opportunity
of sceing the ark, which would have 1 ot
ble were it immediately before them,
7. Thisday will I begin tomagnify thee.
The miracle about to take place was only the be-
ginning of a series.

done so as to

1P0sSi=

Joshua’s work wus to be
long and arduous, e must have the support and
Ie himself
wal.  The
2 by a con-

confidence of those under his cha
needs the manifestation of God's
people likewise would be strengther
firmation of the divine appointment of their new
leader.  On the other hand, the hostile t bes musg
be stricken with terror by this stupendous miracle,

8. Stand still in Jordan, Or, Letter, stand
still on (the banks of the) Jordun, Just on the edge
of the water on the east sic Forthis rendering of
the preposition betk, compare the phrase ** by the
fountain® (1 Sum, 20, 1),

9. Come hither, and hear the words of
the Lord your God. Joshua did not speak
direetly to the people, but through his officers,
See verse 2; 1, 10 #,

10. Hereby ye shall know, By the divid-
ing of the water, which none but God could do.
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The living God. Not an tmaginary, unknown
something, not a lifeless piece of wood, stone, or
metal, like the or heathen idols,
but a living pers of all life.
Compare Jer. 10, 9, 10, .m-l also the marginal note
on Lev. 10, 4, where * things of naught ™ are sub-
stituted fo! Iie will without fail drive
ont.  Will interfere miraculously, and will clothe
you with sufficient power to expel these tribes from
before you. It the Tel-el-Amarna tablets have
been eorrcetly deciphered, the
were in a very powerless condition about B,

1500, greatly weakened by war., The Canaane
ite. ‘I'hc seven tribes here mentioned are the
same, though the order differs, as in Deut. 7,13
Josh., 9, 15 11, 85 24, 1. 1t is impossible to speak
with any certainty of the exact territory of these
nations,  The word Canaanites, ng “low-
landers,” is loosely used for #he inhabitants of Ca-

ing vanities
mality, the Author

idols,

tribes of Canuan

SUNDAY SCHOOL bB.

naan in general, especially on this side Jordan, |

Their territory extended along the seacoast from
Gaza to Sidon, and also along the Jordan valley
(Num, 13.20). The Hittite. A\ branch of'a very
powerful nation, one of the great world empires,
whose dominion extended from the Euplirates to
the Agean Sea, and from the Orontes to the Nile.
The tinian Hittites dwelt in and around He-
bron. Abraham purchascd Machpelah from then,
Esuu married two wives from the daughters of
lleth, The Hivite. As the name indicates,
they were country people, dwelling in vill:
They lived at the base of Hermon (Josh, 11

at 7), and at Shechem (Gen
They are not even mentioned m Gen,
nor in the report of the spies (Nuwm. 13, 29),
this we may infer that they were timid, weak peo-
ple. They were the first to make peace with Is-
racl (Josh. 9. 1-15). The Perizzite, Very
little is known about this tribe, less than most of
the others,  The word may mean dwellers in open
places, or in villages without walls, The
mentioned as living near Carmel (Josh, 17. 1
and also in the extreme south (Judg, 1. 4, 5.
The Girgashite. If possible, less is known of
this people than of the Perizzites. They must
have been weak and insignificant, * They
omitted in nine out of the ten places in which the
nations of Canaan are mentioned.” It has been
conjectured that they were the same as the Ger-
gesenes mentioned in Matt, 8. 25, Amerite.
Or_lighlanders, oceupying the of
Ephraim and Judah., Their territory also ex-
tended beyond Jordan, between  Jabbok  and
Arnon,  See Num. 21, 13, 24,
have been the most powerful tribe in Canuan,
The Jebusite, Their chief poss
Jebus (ancient Jerusalem) and the adjacent terri-
tory. They were not fully subdued till David’s
time (1 Chron, 11. 4 /.).

11. The Lord of all the earth.

Gibeon (9,

ure

8)

ure

mountains

Wsion was

Not a

This is supposed to |

INNER.
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loeul divinity, likethe majority of the heathen

but one whose empire was universal § the nios
high God, who owns the territory about to be given
to the Hebrews, e can do what he will with his
The judge of all the earth would not lav
made the transfer were it not neeessary and ubso
lutely right to do so,

12, Take you twelve men. One fromevery
tribe, so that the entive people should be cqu
represented,  The work for which these t welve
were selected is deseribed in 4, 2 4

13. The waters of Jordan shall be cut
ofl,  Omnipotent power interfered in such a way
as to cause the water to cense flowing, just as it 4
huge dam had been built in the turbulent waters

11, Removed from their tentss Took down
their tents and renewed the march,  The priests
that bare the ark of the covenant being
before the people. As was befitting, the priests
were at the head,  Blessed are the people whose
pricsts or ministers are ever at the head of the col
umn, marching on to victory in the service ot
God,

15. For Jordan overfloweth all its banks.
Dr. Thomson (Z%he Land and the Book) tells
us that the Jordan hus two, or even three, series of
banks, and that it ix ** the lower only whichare over

own,

| lowed, and to these the reference in Joshua is un

| questionably mu

tween
| wider,

From |

" The lower channel, at th
point where the Israclites are said to have crossed,
is about one hundred feet wide, while the space be-
the sccond series of banks is five times
Liowever, the fleod spreads
All the time of harvest,
The barley harvest begins in this valley wecks
carlier than on the neighboring hills, that is, uluun
the end of Mareh or beginning of April. T hc
hiarvest is aecounted for by the fact that the valley
at this place is about thirteen hundred feet below
the level of the sea; thus, protected from the cold,
all er ripen several weeks earlier than in some
other parts of the country, The immediate cause
of the overflow at this scason of the year is the
melting of the Hernmon and Lebanon.
The Lord seleeted such a time so as to muke the
wiracle more stupendous, for both friend and foe
must recognize in it the hand of the almighty God.
16. The waters . . « stood, and rose up in

SHOWS on

| one heap, a great way off, at Adam. The

| some miraculous wa
. ark stood.

‘

common view is that the waters were divided in
v at the very spot where the
This view is not eompatible with the
original, as correctly rendered by the Revised Ver-
The blocking of the waters took place at
The exact loca-

sion,
Adam, many miles up the river,
tion of this place is not known, It matters not
where the waters ceased to flow,  The fuct remuins
that the Isruelites crossed under the guidance of
Jehovah, Zarethan. Supposed to be the same
as Kurn Sartabeh, near the ford Damieh (1 Kings
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7.46).  Arabah. Thedry, burren plain near the | but between Isracl and the promised land rolled
Dead Sen, and ina more general sense extending | Jopd

farsouth.  Salt Sea. 8o called from the larye
quantity of salt in the water about one pound to !

the gallon,  Jericho, Sce next lesson.

wdun’s restless stream ! Jordun must be eross d,y

but how ?  Ilow get the great multitude over the
river, bleating flock and Jow g herd also ?
| Othe river, the river Jordan ! What shepherd
| mighty cnough to take this vast flock of | ple
Analytical and Biblical Outline, over the river?

God and His Israel, i

ity let the Lord work out his plans !

L. Tuk Gov or Isragr | Oneday the word comes that wh n the people
1. His presence. Amony you ‘ see the ark of the covenant, that ancient treasure,
Tremble it the I""“""‘“ = o | horne forward by the Levites, then let all follow

God is in the midst, Psalm 44 | it. Let, though, there be an open space of two

2. His protection, Dyive ont, v, 10, thousand cubits between the ark and the people,
Diilst drive out the heathen, Psali 44, ©, | When will the command for a forward move-
The, apple of his eve ment be given? It comes one day. )

5. His guidance. e, v, 11, { The people are told by Joshua to sanetify them-

Shepherd of Isracl, Psaluy s

selves, for on the very next day the Lord will do
Other sheep 1 have, John 10, 1¢ great things for them,  Over Jordan they must go,
4. Mis universality, A/ th earth, v. 11, und the Lord will go with them,

Whither shall I go
Beside me.. . .no (
5. I1is powe

¢ Psalm 139, 710, The word comes to the priests to tuke up the

. Isa. 44. 6. ark of the covenunt and puss on before the people,
Stood on a i a Now look ahead !

7. v

Jordan....driven buack. Psalm 80, 3, There goes the ark, all Isracl watching the im-

Betore all....glorified. Lev, 10, pressive sight,  There is a stately guard of priests,

II. TuE Israkr or Gop, and they bear the ark to the Jordan, and then

1. Moly. Sanctify yoursilees, v, 5. stand in the river and wait for the prowised word,
Be ye lioly, 1 Peter 1. 16, Jeautitul is the sight !

- sunctify you wholly, 1 Thess, .
2 Obedients Zemored
Delight to do thy will,
Obedient....eat the good,
3. Believing. Leople passe.

If dark, hLeavy clouds dese nd, and Jordun
threatens, there is the fuithful ark.  When the
sun breaks out and lights up the
. 19. the river, they shine with all the
w v 16, beeause the ark is there,

n banks of

ater beauty

We walk by fuith, 2 Cor. 5. 7. Forward, forward, comes the word, and the ark
Without w :..-1;\ is dead, 20, of God moves on ! Jriumylmntly it moves, and
S dordan’s stream will be erossed by all the people,
or the ark of God is crossing. alts ¢ § s
Thoughts for Young People, o 1”1“ '."I[ | Il : iod ':‘l 'l.\'\“hl:i "l: h xl:~ ”m :l]n
- 2 hiidst ot Jordan and elve 10! 0 e oth-

God’s Wonders Among His People. 4

er shore twelve stones taken from the river hed as

d's ors demy oliness o B par i 3 N 3
. God's wonders demand holines on the part [ a memorial of the crossing of the Jordan.  And

of those for whom they are wrought. (Verse 5.) row the great host is passing over. There are

God's wonders are wrought by his presence fears and questions, “Who will lold il it
M » . ars g ) {

tmonge ].‘-. people.  (Verse 6.) ' . back 2™ ¢ What if Jordan swell down upon us 2"
3. God's wonders are wrouglt tn-unu honor to aith, though, pushes on, and there is the

leaders and workers, (Verse . rk to give assurance

God's wonders reveal his presence as a liv- i not Jordan, O flock of God!

L power among his people.  (Verse 10.) { Touds thee !

5. God’s wonders u

Wuiting

© Jehovah

a forctuste of terror and

4 I'think of the multitude as beginning the pas-
destruction to his enemics (Verse 10,) | + :
: o * +, . | sagein the morning, when the sun had come up
6. God’s wonders bring encouragement of ti= | over the castern hills, I hear the nearing tramp
umnph to his people.  (Verse 10,)

| of forty thousand wy riors, the vanguard of the
| host,  And now what a long, long column fol-

7o God’s wonders demand fuith and obedience
among those for whom they are wrought, (Verses

| lows! T see old men and women who were Just
13,14.) | grown when the long desert march began, 1
8. God's wonders revenl a power above all

see blind men led by boys, ecripples hobbling

natural law. - (Verse 16,) on erutches, mothers with their precious  babes
nestling in their bosoms,  IHour after hour,
Lesson Word-Pictures, | hour after Lour TIsracl is crossing, the stream
O, that promised land which Isrucl could see— | of passage thinning out, till every
bills rising ulong the horizon like goodly wull
green groves, fields of gruin, stretehing vineyards ;

one has
[ Passed over,  All at home amid the blossoming
| fields and the beautiful hills, in the land of the
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vine and the palm, Jordan crossed! And until |

Jordan has been crossed the ark of God waits pa-
tiently in the river bed, O, ark of the covenant,
appear thou to our longing eyes when to us shall
come the word that we must pass over Jordan
this day !

Blackboard.

| WILL BE WITHTHEE

ONLY A STEP
FOR
ISRAEL
FROM

HARDSHIP
WANDERINGS
IN
ILDERNESS.
CROSS OVER THE JORDAN.

NTER
NJOY

.. HOME. . .

‘ POSSESSIONS
AND
LENTY.

THe LAND.

ONLY A STEP
FOR ME

FROM
T0

HARDSHIP

STRAVING
N
IN.

HEAVEN.
SONSHIP

THROUGH THE

AVIOUR.
CROSS OVER THE
JORDAN OF UNBELIEF.

NTER.
NJOY.

““As many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the
SONS OF GOD."”

\

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 5. Every great victory for the Christian
fuith has been preceded by days of earnest prayer
and consecration.  The reformation under Luther,
| the great revival under Wesley, and hundreds of
revivals since, had their beginnings in sanctified
hearts, A large revival broke forth in u town
noted for its wickedness, It was discovered later
that a little company of mothers had been having
a concert of prayer, holding a special religious
service one afternoon each week for some weeks
previous to this work of grace.

Verse 6. ** The ark of the covenant.””  Moses had
died, but the divine Presence, the ark of the cov-
enant, was with them. 1t was better than Moses
and his rod, as divine help is always better than
human help. A lady who had buried all her fam-
ily, and who was overwhelmed with great sorrow,
was one day reading her Bible and found these
words of Jacob to his son, * Behold 1 die: buy
God shull be with you.” She reulized then that
she could lose nothing unless she lost her God;
that having him she possessed all things,

| great God."”

John Wesley found in his travels a woman who
| was in greut distress beeause she had lost her cru-
She suid mournfully : “1 have lost my cru-
ind now 1 have nothing to trust in but the
The children of Israel had lost
Moses, but they still had the great God to trust
in, and so were safe and prosperous.

Verses 14-16. In Jordan. At the beginning of
this lesson the children of Israel were ** this side
Jordan ; 7 at the close of the lesson they are * clean
over Jordan.” Just now they are in the Jordan,
and they find that there is no Jordan there.
Bishop Gilbert Haven said when dying, *“1 had
always supposed there was a river of death to be
crossed, but there is no river here. I am floating
in light.”” Ofttimes Christians dread this dark
and unknown stream of death, only to find that
there is no river, but instead a safe and glorious
passage *“ to Canaan’s fuir and happy land.”

Verse 17. God’s plan demanded the transfer of
the people across the Jordan. They must be
isolated from alien people. The wider world was
to contribute its share to this preparation, so
that Israel must set its feet by the shore of the
great sea, and dwell upon the roads traversed by
caravans and armies, Then Alexandria can sup-
ply its spiritual philosophy, Greece its culture and
language, Rome its law and wide sway, to aid in
recording and extending the Gospel.  Physical
geography is potent in civilization, So must the
Church of Christ come out from the world and be
aseparate body. * Cannot I be a Christian with-
out joining the Church 2" Doubtless : but at loss

to yourself and sacrifice of power to the Church.
| The nebulous haze of unattached believers is not




Ang. 25.]

2 the scattered

¥ set on a hill,”

the light of the world, nor

fringing Zion “the
Come out from the world in fe Howship as in spirit,
The tribes which remained on the other side the
river almost disuppeared from history.— Zee. ¢,
M. Svuthgate,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw the map of Palestine, and show on it the
place of the erossing and the probable locations of
Adam and Zar cveeDraw from the class or re-

le connecting incident of the two spies, ...
v word-picture of the scene by Jordun
priests, ark, soldiers, people s river foam-
ore ; walls of Jericho in the distanee; the
ssion, ete....Locate on the map the seven
tions named in verse 10, The ark, what it
and what it represented. ... The purposes of
this mirucle....The relations of God and his pro-
ple....Show the encouragements of the
God’s people: (1) That God is with them: (2)
That God will help them; (3) That God watches
over them.., .Show what are the warnings of this
lesson to God's enemies. . .. "This lesson presents to
us duties (1) Of trust; 2) Of obedience; (3) Of
re and confidence,

lesson to

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

The Lord’s my Shepherd,

How firm a foundation.

Guide me, O thou great Jechovuh,
All the way.,

Lead, kindly Light,

No. 2,

Our Father watcheth o’cr us,
In heavenly love abiding.
Forward be our watchword,
Ready for lubor,

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school,]

Lo What viver lay between the Israclites and
Canwan ! The river Jordan,

2. By what were the Israelites led to the river ?
By the ark of God.

3. What took place when the priests brought
theark to the edge of the river? The waters
were cut off,

4. How did Israel pass over the river?
dry ground.

5. What has been the voioe of God to the
eversinee ?
esty?? cte,

On

world
GoLpex Texr: ¢ When thou passe

SUNDAY SCHOOIL pA NNER,

CATECHISM QUESTION.
46. In what passages of the New Testament do we
| read of the institution of the Lord's Supper?

In the first three Gospels the actual institution
18 recorded. In the sixth chapter of St. John's
Gospel the Lord teaches us the blessings of that
abiding union with His life of which the Supper is
from time to time the sigh and pledge. In the
Acts of the Apostles we sce how the ordinance
| was observed, as also in the First Epistle to the
Corinthians.

A Sunday-School Prayer-Meeting.

BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM.

A WISE superintendent can tell when a
prayer-meeting is better for the school than
the usual Dible study. He does not believe
that the Bible stud should often be set uside,
and yet there are times when blessed results
follow such a departure. There are always
some country children who are shut away from
the evening prayer-meetings and have only
this opportunity.  Then there can be no doubt
but that it is wonderfully helpful to a class
to hear a public prayer from the teacher and
testimonies from the class-mates,

Certainly the prayers and testimonies should

very brief, and all the exercises should
move off briskly. To secure this it is some-
times Dbest to plan the service. For instance,
have a number pledged for a brief prayer ; per-
sonally speak to as many as possible, asking
for brief testimonies, Make much of the sing.
ing, having many of the best familiar stanzas,
all ready to start with the organ without pre.
lude or interlude.

I remember a Sunday-school prayer-meeting
where there were fort testimonies in ten
minutes, It may be welr at the close to call
for an expression as to who have taken Christ
a8 a personal Saviour, with a few words as to
what that confession means, This helps the
timid children. And then before closing give
an invitation to those who have never con-
fessed Christ to start now. Teachers should
know how their classes stand religiously, and
this they will know if confidence exist between
teacher and scholar,

I can never forget the effect roduced in a
echool by the statement from tﬁe superinten.
dent, “I have been pleased to find that the
teachers in this nchoorprny every day for their
scholars by name,”

A Sunday-school prayer-meeting helps to
emplasize the truth that the aim of all Bible
study is to know the Christ and learn to live
the Christ-life,
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PRIMARY TEACHERS' DEPARTMENT.

Tug plans for the Kindergarten of the Chureh
School inelude the regular  Froebeli
A great

Training
course and lectures in ethics and art.
deal of interest is alveady manifested in this
work, and all persons contemplating a Kindergar-

ten training should examine the advantages pre-

gented in this scheme, as it adds to the usual

course training in church work, both in the

junior young people’s societies and the primary |

sunday-school department. If further informa-

tion be desired as to the course or terms, address |

“Kindergarten Department,” care of Dr. Hurlbut,
150 Fifth Avenue, New York.

—_ .

Building a Map.
* 0 let me still
Write thee great God, and me a little child.”

Ay ingenious teacher of the infant department
of u certain Sunday school thus helped her little
ones to build & map of the land where Jesus
lived. The class numbered about thirty, and was
made up of the very youngest, several of whom,
at the time the map building began, had just en-
tered the class,

She was fortunate in having a large table, and
one Sunday she gathered the little ones around
it, telling them that she wanted them to help her
build a map. First she took the flexible black-
board and spread it on the table.
ing blocks were produced, and the children were

told that they were to make a map of the city in |

which they lived. The main business street was

indicated, and the children placed blocks where the |

post office, the city hail, and their own and other
churches were located,  Other streets familiar to
them were indicated, and they were allowed to
locate their own homes wherever they could,
The viver was put in with crayon, and small towns

Two

onghree towns in the vieinity, known to some of

across the viver were indicated by blocks,

the class, were located, and after the teacher had
marked around the blocks the map was hung

upon the wall, to the intense delight of the |

children, who felt that they had really helped in
making it.

The next Sunday the teacher told the class that
now they would build a map of the part of the
world in which Jesus lived.  Again they gathered

Then the build- |

and again the blocks were
m interest of the children

The outline of the land was put in, the

about the table,
brought out and the
secured,
Jordan wound its way through Jerusalem, Nuza.
reth and Bethlehem were located, and the wmap
was hung upon the wall,

During the week the teacher transferved this
map to white ¢loth, hung low enough for the
children to thereafter the building
went on from week to week, gilt stars being

reach, and
stuck on, by little hands, to mark the spots
especially connected with the life of the Saviour,
and other means used to mark other famous local-
ities.  As the building went on for months, and
the ehildren were interested by the constant call
for their help, it was not strange that they be-
came familiar with the loealities hallowed by the
presence of our Lovd, and deeply interested in

| them also.

Stories.
BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,

Every child enjoys an interesting story. A
great thinker has said that this desive to hear of
ideal heings is one of the sur of the im-
mortality of the soul.  The Saviour madeit a rule
to address the multitude in parables,  One of the
most important features of the kindergarten
system is the introduction of the faivy story and
the constant appeal that is made to the imagina-
tion of the children,

In the religious instenetion of childhool it is

sirns
signs

well to giv
especiully to Bible stories,

Why ¢ In the first place, hecause they are the
most intevesting stovies in all literature. Ay
the greater part of them ave well adapted to the
Then they are all true

a prominent part to stories—and

intellect of ehildhood,
stories, which goes a great way in the estimation
of the little people, particularly when listening to
a Christian But the most important
reason of all is that we have the childven for o
short a time on the Sabbath that every nioment
of that time ghould he coveted for the teaching of
God’s holy book. Many of thie scholars may drift
away from the Sunday school sooner than we
think, and every opportunity of storing the mind
with God's truths should be improved.  There is

teacher,
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an atmosphere peculiar to Serviptural narratives
which is never lost to the tender mind of the
child.

One in the habit of telling scenlar stories to ler
class may say that such are all right, provided a
But children have an
Many  of

those published in Sunday school papers and books

moral be pointed out,

abundant sapply of secular storfes.

are of this elass.  The young need such stories

and it is well to provide them,

One may do

to occasionally introduce in connection with a |

Sabbath school lesson.  But “the good is enemy
to the best,” and preference should always be
given to the Bible narrative, which the ohildren
will repeat at home, percliance in the presence of
ungodly parents ; and true it ever is that God's
word shall not return unto him void.

it is well for every teacher to commence the
lesson by telling the class that she will read them
a story—a true one, of cours
read it from the Bible,
the review and preview lessons as stories, Sydney

, because she is to
It is also well tospeak of

Swith has well said, “ If you make children happy |

now, you will make them happy twenty ye;
lience by the memory of it.”

s

—— e

Foundation Builders,
BY MARY CHISHOLM FOSTER,

Tur development of character is the
work of the world, and the teachers of little chil-
dren begin it; they lay the foundation which
makes a great superstructure possible,  Who are
these foundation builders ¥ They are the moth-
ers, the kindergartners, the Sunday school teachi-
ers, and the public school primary teachers,

The fact that the first work is the important
work does not need to be proved, for, since the
time of the ancient classicists to this day in the
lineteenth century, the assertion of the fact has
been made and proofs of the same have been nu.
werous.  Yet how slow has been the acceptance
of any practical significance of it so that it means
to us all that it should mean! What is a part of
the work, at once a pleasant duty and a holy priv-
ilege, given to the primary teachers in our Sunday
schools ¥

First, it is of importance that they should be in
liarmony with the other teachers of first principles
whom we have named—the mothers, kindergart-
ners, and publie school teachers—because all are
working for the same children, with the same
winds to be guided and developed. Tt is neces.
sary that all these foundation builders should

| seven,

179

" teach the same great principles, und that as far
| 48 possible their methods should be in harmony,
It was a conviction with Froebel that a child
cannot be educated through his head alone, leay-
ing his heart at home, and in accord with this
thought is the statement of Mr, G, Stanley Hall,

“Heart culture is neede i the affections must he

| developed.”  The primary teacher in the Sunday

| school is to touch the religious nature of the
| child, for in later school life the intellectual ac-
tivities are more diveetly promoted, and it is he-
fore the school undertakes his education that she
has her opportunity to guide his moral and re-
ligious life.  If the work is neglected at this
point, the chances are that the lost opportunity
may not return, and the child’s moral nature may
be stunted as a result, She should teach the fact
of religion as a foree in daily life here, and not
merely as a preparation for a life hereafter, be-
cause a good life, well lived here in the spirit and
fuith of the Christ, is a preparation for the life 1o
come, and it is her work to develop what is good
and pure in the child, In utter dependence upon
the great Teacher, and in perfect abandon of love
to him, let her put Lerself upon the child's plane
and begin to develop him,
Io may be said that this is a hopeless task in
the brief space of the Sunday sessions one duy in
Itiz.  So the time will come when euch
Sunday school will have its six sessions, five of
them to supplement the Sunday  work.,  Tle
church should aid her teachers thus, and I believe

she will.  In the meantime they may make the
best use of the minutes on Sunday, thinking more
of the quality than of the quantity of their
work,

The teacher should keep to ler legitimate work,
which a kindergartner and every other true edu-
cator will say is the living, vital germ of all
teaching : laying the foundation principles of
trath in the mind and developing heart culture,
In this work the Holy Bible is the text-hook
and the divine Saviour is the chamecter ideal,
The little children should be led to a personal ad-

| oration of him,

The Sand Map.
BY JULIET E, DIMOCK,

AN experience of more than four years' constant
use of the sand map in the primary class has so
thoroughly convinced me of its advantages that I
am very glad to say an informal word or two in
its favour to the readers of the BANNER. The
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& . | ¢ ' . g
primary teacher who has not a sand board misses | in Gethsemane, and roads leading to Olivet and
a most valuable aid in the teaching of the geog- | Bethany on one side, and to Calvary and the gar.

raphy, history, books, and customs of the Bible
to little children ; in fact, we rvegard it as al-
most essential to the successful accomplishment
of our supplemental work. And in answer to
many inquiries on the subject, I would not have
the childven form the map,  There is no time for
that kind of work in the Sunday school session,
even if it were practicable in other respects. A
very convenient size for the board is four feet six
inches in length, and two feet six inches in width,
with a raised edge of about one inch. It may be
made with verylittle trouble at home, or at a trifling
cost by a carpenter,  Paint the surface a bright
blue to vepresent the waters of the Mediterranean,
and form the map with very damp sand. The
best sand is that obtained at an iron foundry, and
should be new; about fifty pounds will be the
quantity rvequired.  This, when molded by the
hand and a small trowel into mountains and
valleys, table lands, water courses, and deserts,
will keep its place, even after the hoard is tipped
at a considerable angle, so that every child in the
room may see it. Make openings in the sand,
showing the blue “water” beneath, for the
rvivers and small seas; or, use small mirrors and
strips of silver paper or tin,  The divisions of

Palestine may be marked by cardboard fences, and |

the roads by white cord. A few supplemental
lessons on the mountains, bodies of water, the
formation of the seacoast, and the divisions of the
country will familiarize the class with its physical
features and pave the way for their further en-
joyment of the regular lessons, If after school
the sand is returned to its own box and about one

quart of water poured over it, it will be in good-

condition for next Sunday’s use.  To the teacher
who has conducted a review of the life of Paul,
with small ships, letters, and other objects to
mark the places on the map ; or the journeys of
Jesus, with little red crosses for the places he
ited, and emblems of cardboard for his wonder-
ful works, ending with ten white crosses for his
appearances after the vesurrection ; or, indeed, to
thoge who last year “ went down into Egypt ™ with
Jacob and his sons, the power of the sund map to
interest, fascinate, and hold the little people needs
no demonstration. The lesson on the last passover
week, when the whole map was made to represent
the city of Jerusalem, with banners flying from
the Castle of Antonia, Herod’s palace, the houses
aiaphas, the “upper room,” council
hall, and temple ; with walls, towers, gates, trees

den tomb on the other—all this, with the word.
pictures of the lessons, will not be easily forgotteny
And searcely less intevesting will be the journey
through the wilderness and the conquest of
Canaan, during the next two quarters of this
year, Study a map of the Sinai peninsula until
vou have a clear idea of its topography, and lo.
cate the lesson for each Sunday by means of g
cardboard emblem placed in the sand.  Then on
review Sunday let the children set up twelve han.
ners in the sand as you question themupon the les.
sons, In Dr. Hurlbut's Bible Geography theve is
a plan of the “camp of Israel in the wilder
ness, which, when reproduced in the sand, with
silver flags for the Levites and differently colored
banners for the other tribes, will be helpful in
teaching the names of the tribes, also the divi-
sions of Canaan later in the r. The added in-
terest shown by the childven in lessons that are
associated with the name and locality on the map,

as evineed in their crude copies of the teacher's
work in their own sand heap at home, aud the
commendation of the parents, who are always
proud of their children's accomplishments, are
more than commensurate with the small amonnt
of time and labor spent in forming the map and
cutting out a few paper symbols, The fact that
one small child went home and slowly and laboii.
ously wrote the name * Jesus ™ in the dirt in front
of the wretched tenement that she called * home,”
and thus attracted the attention of the loafers in
the vicinity, is only one illustration of the good re.
sults of this simple device for object teaching.
And furthermore, I would urge the use of the
sand board because of the variety of ways in
which it may be made to illustrate the lesson of
the day. It may be built up to represent a gar
den, sheepfold, vineyard, palace, a field of gruin,
or hy spreading the sand smoothly over its sur-
face it may form the background for a desig
stick-laying, with the colorved sticks used in the
kindergarten,

cnlplins

Primary Miscellany.
BY BERTHA F, VELL
A Receving Crass,

“

An important feature is the “receiving class,”
in which are temporarily placed both boys and
girls of all ages, until they can be assigned to
regular classes switable to their ages.

The teacher of this class has the same duties
as the other teachers, only she is not expected to
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visit the children, as her class is constantly
changing.
She should be a bright teacher and a sym-

pathetic person, who loves children, and knows

just how to make them feel “at home and win

them for the school the first Sunday there,

The best location for this class is right before
the superintendent's table, so she or he can
speak to the newcomers easily during the ocea-
sional few spare moments, or look her welcome to
them during general exercises. (“ Welcome Ser-
vices” may be found in Song and Study for God's
Little Ones.  Copies may be obtained at the
Methodist Book Room, Toronto,

~ Forwine Ricur Hanrs,

The following certificate, given annually, is
found to be very effective and attractive to the
boys and girls between nine and fourteen years
of age. A ved star is given each quarter for
perfect attendance, a green one for church at-
tendance, a gilt one for Golden Texts, and a
silver one for, daily Bible reading, one or more
verses. Sixteen stars for the year !

Small gummed stars can be secured for five
cents a box through any stationer.
“METROPOLITAN METHODIST SUNDAY-8CH(OL,

ToRONTO, ONT,

“This certifies that. .... ... LEy i AN
has been a member of the Junior Department of
our school during the year 1894, and is entitled
to the following seals:

Attendance.

Church Attendance,
Memorizing Golden Tex
Daily Bible Readings.

Supt.”

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
THIRD QUARTER.

LESSON V. (August 4.,)
THE REPORT OF THE SPIES. Num. 13.
17-20, 23-33.
GoLpex Texr. “The Lord is with us: fear
them not  (Num. 14, 9),

Primary Notes,

BY MRS, J. u, POLHEMUS,

[Show a newspaper and
tell how we reud in it what
is  happening in China,
England, ete.

How can this be? Men
go to these countries and
send back what is printed
here: such men are called
reporters, hecause they tell
or report what they sce. What they tell are

"‘ S
The

Loro

\s Wit us |
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called reports, so we have the report [print] from

Ching, England, ete. These 1d
| otus, to let us know what is being done in differ-
| ent countries,

Perhaps you have heard of the dreadful wars
with the Indians which occurred in our country
long ago, when few white men had settled here
and the land was almost one unbroken forest,

When the Indians wished to make an attack
upon some little settlement, they often approached
it stealthily, lingering in the neighbourhood and
sending on one of their men to see what was going
|on in the white man's settlement. This man
| would lie down in the long grass, and, like a
1snuke. creep up to the little village. In this way
|he would see just what was being donme, and
whether the people were expecting an attack,
without himself being seen. Then he would creep
cautiously back to the place where the other
warriors were waiting for him, and let them know
how things were in the enemy's camp, and what
they should do. He had let nothing in the village
pass unnoticed by his keen eye, and so made o
very good—reporter?

No! he wasn't called a reporter, but a spy, be-
cause he always went sceretly. Nobody kunew
who he was, or that he was in the camp spying
out what wus being done. What he told might
have been called the report of the spy [print].

What people are we learning about? Where
were they going? Did they know much about
Canaan? Can you think of any way they could
find out about the country? 1 think Moses could
do just what was done in the army, What was
that?

One man was sent there, but Moses sent more,
so they were called spies [change].

[Tell how many, how chosen, and the directions
given them by Moses. Deseribe what they found,
and - when telling about the grapes uncover a
bunch, previously made on board. Now tell of
their return and report. |

Some of them told of the beautiful country and
the good things they saw, like the grapes and
figs ; they were in a great hurry for the Israelites
to go right on and take the land for their own,
But some of the others said, “ There's no use; we
can’t tuke the country, because there are giunts
[print] there, and they ure too strong forus.”  This
report frightencd the people, and so Joshua, one of
the brave spies, said, “The Lord is with us: fear
them nat ™ [print].  Why should the Lord’s being
with them keep them from being afraid?  Because
the Lord was stronger than any giant, and would
help them to conquer.

By what name do we call those who have heard
and obeyed Jesus's eall and are on the way to
heaven? Christians. Do you know we have two
kinds of reports of what we shall find on this
Journey to heaven? Some people say, “ There is

reporters go inst
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no use trying to be a Christiun, there are so many
hard things in the way, difficulties that are like
giants ; they are cannot
thean”  Shall
these ginnts ¢
{print].

found.

%0 strong we overcome
Anger, pride, envy,
But others tell of the good things to be
One who knew (his name
Paul) gave this report; he “You will find
v, peace, faith™ [print];
“fruits of the Spirit.”  Paul knew
giants, but he was not afraid ;
all things,”
myselt—0,

man was
said,
he called them
the
“1ean do
even conquer these giants, not by
no!=—but **through Christ which
strengtheneth me.”  And Christ is just as ready
to help us, if we will go right ahead, trusting in
him,

I read a story of a boy numed Arehie; he tried
to do right, but Giant Anger met him one day ;3 he
came right into his heart and made him throw a
knife at another boy. What a sad time he had ! He
thought there was no use trying, and was ready to
vive up, but his mother showed him he had been
trying by himself, and how he could eonguer with
Jesus's help, 8o Archie took cou
forgiven, and with the Lord’s help he went on
So ean youand I. [Sing *Yield
not to temptation,”]

love, j
about
hie said,

¢, usked to be

and overeame,

Kindergarten Hints.

BY MARY J. CHISHOLM FOSTER,

KinpercarteN Depantsest,  The Report of the
Num, 13. 17-20, 23-28

GorpeNy Texr, “The Lord is with us:
(Num, 14, 9),

Ams 1o e Kispercartser.,  Holy Bible,
1, t Egypt to Pulestine (Bartlett),
155-185 searches  (Robinson), pages
Through Lible Lands (Schatf), pages 150-160;
Oratorio, ** Moscs in Egypt.”

ATTENTION STORY.

Our lesson for to-day is connected with the les-
son we hud at the very beginning of this yeur,

Spies.
fear
theg not
.lnsh

| when we talked of

I tell you the numes of' some ..1'i
seltishness |
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John the ]m|nl| t 1 of his
people, when he told tl em that
coming,  When you go home look gt
card you had then and you will sep
upon it.  Our lesson card for this
will remind you of the story of Zucelieus
which we had a little whil , when we tulked
of the sycamore fig trees. This lesson is cop-
neeted with that of vue month )y to0, When we
bout the uvnuu.uulnunh and the hand
bunch of grapes to be colored.  Well,
when the people in the wilderness were going 1o
auother country called Canuan, the minister,
Moses, told some of the men that they might ¢
up on a mountain and look away over i
lund and sce what kind of a lund it wus, 1l 1
them to notice whether the people were strong or
weak, and whether they lived in tents or in
houses, and whether there was plenty of truit, and
it there was a wood there. Tow much all those
people hked woods and mountains and water and
flowers and fruit! The men went as Moses |y
told them, and they saw a _very, very pretty plaee,
where there were milk and hnlu\ unn} a be .n' ful
k with a vine beside it. llny cut one hunch
of grapes from the vine, and two men carried it
hetween them, after they had put it across a stick,
They found I“'nu«vl.ln.ﬂu and figs, too, and they
told” Moses that the cities had walls built about
them. Are yon glad that the men told what they
saw ? That is just what we should do whenevey
: from home : we should notice ol the
, and then tell about them \l‘, "
hmm i we should talk o
nd the people w ve seen,
This ix doing go
cing helpful to those who stay at hotie,
this way we will be careful to go only
lrl;u-u and to do only those things whiel
e elad to talk about when we come home ay
1 will read something to you from this Bilil
Num. 13, 17-20,
plain unusual words :
*thenee,”

to the

lesson

We go awi
nice thi

come back to our
pluces

{wn[l](- did and said.

23-28,

“Dwelleth,” ¢ lean”

ssheol, “eluster,” ¢ DPuran,”

L ‘L‘“‘ll"‘:y
OUTLINE.

Sunday,  Attention Story, Golden Text, and
Jible lesson,

Monday, The men journeyed together toward
the south, Was it wurmer or colder toward the
south?  Speak of the delights mpanionship
in journeying. We are companions in our jour-
ney through this world to another world of great
Iit'l ty and

Tuesday. When you play “T spy,” do
mean 1 scet”  These twelve men
sent out were called spies, and when they came
back again they gave a report of what they had
That means, they told all about it, It was
a nice story., They had what we would call in
kindergarten an observation lesson,  Some people
sce more than others do beeause they use their
two eyes, then they think, and with the tongue
they speak, so that they see, they think, they tell!

Wednesday, God has given these powers of de-
seription to each little boy and girl,  Sometimes a
little child says, O, T cannot tell about it:" but
he really can ifhe will try.  How sorry and disap

you
who were

seen,




pointed Moses would have been if the spies had
suid that after their pleasant journey ¢ We can
¢ how nice it was to sit round together and hear
out it,

liwrsday.  Dwell upon the first clause of the

Golden Text, and show the positive comfort of

rresence.  Talk of Pxalin 189, 1-7, 9-19,

Friday.  Emplasize the other clause of the
Golden Text, for God’s word says do not be afraid
f anything.  (References, Lesson 5
King David said that he would not fear it the
mountaing were carried into the sea (Psalm 46,
2. What a sight that would be ! (Isa. 4; 41,
10: 43, 5.)

Narere Work. This lesson is fertile in topies,
for we may talk of grapes, pomegranates, figs, the
“south country,” and the habits and dress of its
natives, also of mountains and views from them,
and of brooks,

N

Arr Work, A study in architecture may he
hased upon * What cities they be that they dwell
in, whether in tents or in strongholds* (verse
101, Describe how cities are ¢ walled,” and show
thut peace-loving people who obey the Golden
Rule do not need bars and strongholds,

Haxp Wonk. There is plenty of room for vaca-
tion work in shady pluces, where children may
build little cities with walls of stone, and other
little cities of tents made with paper folds, At
the seashore stones or shells may be the materials,

The Traxsimion Crass n v color in crayon or
water eolors the cluster of fruit upon the eard.

Sciexce Ar IHove witn Motuen, Encourage
the children to use their tongues to express ideas
received through their scnses. Let them imitate
sounds, too, in narrating tales, If they cannot in
words deseribe * where the rond g e, encourage
them to put their mental picture in form upon a
slate or paper.  Commend the ctlort, be the result
ever so crude,

—_—

LESSON VI. (August 11,)
THE BRAZEN SERPENT. Num, 21. 4-9.

GoLpeN TeXT, ¢ As Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be
lifted up " (John 8. 14).

Primary Notes,

Let us forget, boys and
girls, where we are for a little
while. I want you to think
| of a city; it is night, few
people are out doors, but
| there comes a man walking
along a street: he looks at
the houses—he is stopping
t one—he knocks—the door opens—he goes in,

Let us follow and see why he is muking such a
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et g .
| lute call; you see he is sitting, aud by the lamp-
light you ean tell he is rich ; You know this by his

clothes ; near him is another man 3 he is simply
dressed, but O, what a beautiful look on his
face !

The rich man is talking, Hark! hes £H

* Muster, everyone knows that you are a teach-
er sent from G for no one could do the wonder-
ful miraeles you do unless God was with him.”
And the Mauster )y one ean sce the
kingdom of Gaod except he is born again.” This
puzzles the rich man, and he says, “ How can a
man be born aguin? he can't be a baby over
again?”  And the Master shows him that it is
not a new body he is talking about, but a new
spirity a new way of living, and he goes on to tell
how even this hard thing ean be true,

Listen! I want you to hear the very words he
is saying. [Repeat John 3. 14-16.] Who can tell
who suid these words ?

Yes, Jesus was talking to Nicodemus, who had
come to learn about this new life, Jesus told him
that the only way the world could have this life
was for ““ the Son of man to be lifted up.” Wiere ¢
[Uncover cross and last part of Golden Text.] You
know the sad story, Why was he lifted up on the
cross? - Forsin, Whose sin?  Yours and mine,
What must we do that Jesus’s death may take
away our sins? Believe. What will we have
when we look to Jesus, believing that he can for-
give our sins?  Life,

When Jesus was thinking about his being lifted
up on the cross, he remembered something that

answers, ¢

happened to the Israclites on their journey to Cu-
naan ubout which we are studying,  What did Je-
sus say to Nicodemus? [Repeat Golden Text.
Moses's name takes us back to that Jjourney. What
happened in our lust lesson ? [Review.] [Tell
briefly events recorded in Num, 20 and through
third verse of chapter 21,

In spite of all God did for them they grew dis-
couraged because of the hard way, and again they
complained of God and Moses,

[Read Num, 21, 5.] The Lord was angry, and to
punish them he sent serpents among them, who hig
and killed many. What could they do? [Read
verse 7.]  Moses, ever ready to forgive, prayed for
them, and God, ever ready to forgive those who
have done wrong and ure sorry, told Moses what
todo. [Tell of the making and lifting up the bra-
zen serpent and what the people were to do, Un-
cover pole and rest of Golden Text.] What was
the only thing those who were bitten had to dot?
Look [print] at the brazen serpent, . What hap-
pened? The bitten one would live [print],

Jesus said all this was like a picture to teach us
something. Sin is like the serpents that bit the
Israelites ; everyone has been bitten by sin, and
would die if Jesus had not done what?  Been
lifted up on the cross, We have only to do what
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the Israclites did. Look to Jesus believing that
he can save us, and no one who looks will be dis- |
appointed,  There is always lite for o believing
look at Jesus.

Hm
beg
The

to a minister
Limi to go and see a man who was dying.

Sunday a messenger came
minister hurried to the sick muan's bedside,
and as he t I\ his hand he said, * You are very
e u J? he said, *1 can only I
hours.” **Are you ready to dic?
minister.  ** 0, noj I wish I had three weeks and
1 could he ready.”  Then the minister told him if
he would do just what God said, he could be ready
in thwe utes, and he told again the story of
Jesus, litted up on the eross that those who had
sinned might, it they would believe Jesus ecould
save them, only look to him and have life.  The
man believed and did ook to Jesus, and when e
died it was only to have life that would never end,

You know when you are sick you just look at
mamma, and she knows what you want and helps
you. Justso look to Jesus, with your heart sick
with sin. e will know it you really want to be
cured. Ile will take your sins away and give you
life.

Give euch child a cross,

asked the

Kindergarten Hints.
Still on the Jour-
2; 103, 2-7.

" (Psalm 57,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT.
ney. Num. 21, 4, 5; Psalm 101, 1,

Goroex Texr, 1 will remember
11). “And 1 will remember ™ 0, 15),

Ams 70 THE KINDERGARTNER, Iloly Bible,
Psalma 1033 Old Testament History (Smith), pages
187-190; Jllustrative Notes (Drs. Hurlbut and Do-
herty), 1-227 3 Zhe Bible and Modern Dis-
coverics (Harper), pages 00-105, 121,

ATTENTION STORY.

These people in the wilderness were journeying
beside a sea nt one time, and they became very
much discouraged, 1 think that ‘this big word
means to tell us that they were very tired inside
as well as outside, Do you, little children, know
how that feels? The thoughts are tired, and the
feet are tired ; and when the people felt like that

(Gen.

| und was so thankful for what God

they thought that God und the minister might hav.
{ let 1qu| ~!u) in the country where they saw the
They were so tired that they becum
and the 1 they found fault with \\I‘ it they
hul to cat.  Did you ever see an) 3
They said that they did not 1
hiad, Are we not sorry thut they
Num, 21. 4, But hiere is u better way of t
ing. It is the way of o man who loved Go
gave himt
he has said many beautiful things about God's
goodness, It is our friend, King David, of whom
we are speaking, and when he was tired inside and
outside fu tricd to remember pleasunt things, and
to have his heart filled with loving thougits,
Onee, after he had been sad, he sung some very
beautitul hymns, and in one he said that he would
sing ; he would behave himself’; and that he would
not let his eyes look at naughty things. In un-
other song he said that he would not forget ali thut
God had done for him, because he had helped him
to he good many times when he did not feel like
He suid, too, that he would re
ber what God did for him. When the people in
the wilderness found fault with the bread, and suid
that they did not like it, they must have forgotten
how loving and kind God was when he gave them
the bread and the water, It is helpful to us some-
times when we have a symbol to look at, and to-
day our lesson eard has a symbol or sign which ul
s stunds for the most helpful and wonderful
(. 1t is the cross, and it stands for our
In lief in Jesus, reminding us ot his great love for
us. When the people were in the wilderness Jesus
had not come to this earth, and the eross could vot
mean to them what it means to us ; but their min-
ister helped them to remember God by giving to
them another sign to remind them that their hel Ip
and their cure for sickness and naughtiness wus

88
just in looking to God for his hvl*l—tho sanie lx« |||

you und I have when we look to him.  Whene
we sce the cross we remember our loving Saviour.
Let us read what David said in Psalm 101, 1, 25
103, 2-7.
Explain unusual words : ¢ Compass,” ** wiscly,”
“ benetits,” ** iniquity,” ¢ healeth,” ** satisficth,”
“prenewed.”

OUTLINE

Sunday,  Attention Story, Golden Text, and
Bible lesson,

Monday. Tet us be thankful and sing on our
journey. This will be easy if’ we take time to re-
member how very ,,_mml God is to us. Ilas he given
bread to you to-day

Tuesday. W ln n "u people found fuult, how un-
happy they were!  That made them feel all the
worse instead of better, If they thought that bread
wus not good, they might said, ** But was
not the other bread good 2™

Wednesday. ** 1 will sing” (Psalm 101
Tulk of this,

Thursday. ** 1 will behave myself? (Psalm 101,

What does that mean ?

Friday. * T will remember.,” Let us remember
that God helps the good, makes me well when 1
am sick, takes care of my life, and his kind love
seems like a crown, and he gives me such good
things to eat that I feel young and strong like an

ave

1).

2).
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and he al

er tor the uuntie, wi

te always hid

| her dress, to make sure

Narere Work, Talk of
eyt They build nests f:
ulk of the varicties and ha vits of this king of | give her some day, these thou
birds, | ufort her, At lus ¢ tuthier die
Art WoRK. Show pictures of eagles. Explain man planned to send Rosalic aw
that il,mthcsymbolofroyultynml a frequent crest, Lieard of the plan and made up her
Its figure was used in the military standard of the
ancient Romans, and the emblem of United States,
Haxo Wonk, Kindergarten children may use
sticks to represent soldicrs or people marehing, In

Liow strong ar

fnever losing it Often in hertr ubles she woul
vinthe mountains, | think of her aunt .

* nice ho

she would

hts would
il the bud

but Rosalic

wind to ruy
away and find her auntic. There jsn't time

tell all about the Journe
little feet grew very tired
know where to get any

it was a hard one, her

sometimes she didn't

g to eut, but God

watched over her, people were kind to her, and at
| Tust she reached her gunti
work the symbol |
. when she had read it she promised always to keep
Talk of sand. | and love the little girl: she took oft the old olothes

There were | and put on pretty new ones;
no cool and pretty places with ferns growing in
them ; but gardeners tell us that the mignonette,
which is so beautiful and of sycl, g sweet smell,
grows best in poor soil,

this march beside the sea were 1it children, In
the sand table outline a desert uig u seu,
The Trassimony Crass n
upon the eard in white silk or ti
NCIENCE AT Hose wimie Mot
This wilderness was sandy and by

What a welcome she
cecived ! Rosalie gave her aunt the letter,

1e guve lier a place
at lier own table, where there was always plenty,
1d O, what a beautitul home it was ! with flowers
and grass and lovely trees around jt [uncover
picture on board]; and there Rosulie lived many
| happy years,
sweet and good it we remember God and what he | Does her story make you think of another ahout
gives to us, some people who had a home where they were
Sand is made by the action of wind and water on = cruelly treated, and who started on g journey to u
rocks.  In the sand deserts of the Kust sometimes | new home? Who were they ¢ Where was the old
camels and their riders must lie close to the ground | home? Where were they going? To Canuan,
until the sand storm passes by, The new home [print]. Did they know any-
The mother may refer to the lusg part of the | thing about it? What? Can you tell anything
Golden Text, where God s that he will remem- | about the Journey ? [Review.] Ilow did the Is-
ber.  He never forfrets us, and he remembers all | ruelites often feel? Rut who always helped then, !
our needs, They wandered about in the wilderness forty yeuars,
because often they disobeyed God and he turne |
them back from going into Cunaan ; but now ¢
LESSON VII. (August 18, was ready to lead them into the promised lund,
THE NEW HOME IN CANAAN. Deut. Just before they went Moses had what we mi
6. 8-15. call a review talk with them ; he told over ugai
Tt : all that had happened since they left Egypt. (1t
GoLbex Texr. “ Thoy T!’““ bless the Lord thy | iy well to read tlhlc first cight chapters of lh‘{llul'ﬂll-
God for the good land whicl, he hat!

il given thee” omy, though of course but little can be told in
(Deut. 8, 10),

cluss. |

Primary Notes, .\I'I‘Jr Moses had reviewed the journcy and re-

I read onee of a little girl | peated again the commandments: he reminded
named Rosulie,  While she 1 them of the rule by wlhich they might be kept,
was little her dear mother | and which we learncd six Sundays ago,
| died, and her futher, who [ Who knows it? This ix the rule they were to

was a bad man, took her to | live by in the new home, 1 am sure Rosulicobeyed
the house of a woman who her auntie’s rules in her new Lo, and never for-
treated her very unkindly ; got it was I unt who gave her the home ; but
. — she mude her work very | Moses, remembering how often the Israclites hud
hard, gave her little to eat, and only old clothes to | seemed to forget God on the journey, warned them
wear,  Rosalie was often unhappy, but all through | not to do so in Canaan, but to always remember
these hard days she had two comforts : one was [print] what he had done for them
reading the Bible and praying to Jesus, the other
in remembering what her mother lad told her be-
fore she died ; she had #aid, * Dear Rosalie, try to
find your way to your aunty she is my sister, and | us think ofone wearetuking. Whereto? [eaven
will give you a beautiful hume,u\‘cr\'thinz to make [ is to be our new home. Who knows about what
you happy, and will love you dearly for my sake.” | we shall find there? Moses and the spies told

So, even in poor homes
andin rough and sandy places, our lives may he

y und always
obey [print] and serve him. We shall leurn by
and by how well they remembered,

The journey of the Israclites, you know, makes
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the Israelites what they would find,  Tell me some
of the things (Deut, 6, & 10, 113 8. 7-0). Shall

we find any such things in heaven? Listen to
. what the Bible tells us about our new home (Rev.
716,173 21,8, 4,103 22,1,
When Rosalie was enjoying her new howe, who

do you think she would bless for it?
Who were the Isruelites to bless when they

reached their new homet Moses suid [repeat and
print Golden Text]. That is what those who have
7.9-12). That is

renched heaven are doing (Rev

what we will do if we reach therej but can every- |

one enter?  All who started from Egypt did not

cuter Canaan, beeause they disobeyed und died in

the wilderness, Listen (Rev. 21, 27). Who may
)

enter ¢ (Rev. 22, 14.) Ouly those who obey God
here, but anyone, even a little child, can do that.
[Pin gute over trees.]

Will you be one of those to go through the gate?
[Give each child u twig trom u tree.]

[
» Bless e\ SRo |

thy oo
for Ne\doad

\
1 \and whidy
|
J

\—\E hath en|

hee
'\‘N\‘\'\%‘i‘?\ -

Kindergarten Hints,

Kinpeneantey Depanrsest. The New Ilome
in Canaan. Deut. 6. 3-12, 14,

GoLpex Texr. * Thou shalt Lless the Lord thy
God for the good land which he hath given thee.”
(Dent. 8. 10),

Amws 1o TaE Kivpereantsen,  Ioly Bible,
John 14 3 The Shepherd of Salishury Plain (Hannah
More): The Kindergarten of the Church (Foster),
“T'he Family.” pages 61=1005 Our Common Birds,
and How to Know Them (Grant); Wake HRobin
(Burroughs); Snow Lound (Whittier), **The
Dear Home Faces.”

ATTENTION STORY.

Our lesson to-day is a beautiful thanksgiving les-
son. On the Thanksgiving Day in November,
when we go **over the hills to grandpa’s,” we are
thankful for all we have, and espeeially for the
harvests: but all our days are of thunksgiving
when we remember God's goodness,  God has
given to us a good land, and a great country which
is our country. Your country, euch little child!
How many beautiful flowers and birds and hills
and rivers und fields we have here! Our country

is called ** The lund of the free and the Lon
ve”  Sometimes, when we are glad and
happy and thunk God for our country, let us suy
this little pray sod bless our native lund.
When the people were going out of the wilderness
to their new home in a pretty country, they were
told again of the commundments of God, and s
pecialiy of that one about loving God ** with il
thive heart, and with all thy soul, snd with ul
thy might.”  God knew that love und obedience
must be in every home it the people would 1
huppy : and be wants children to love their parents
g0 much that they will be glad to obey them,  This
book says that the futhers and mothers were to
have his words in their hearts, and to teach them
to the children when they are sitting in the house ;
when they go out to walk 3 when they lie down
and when they rise up ; and they were to write
words, too, so that they might be remembered,
The people were told not to have anything to do
with imuges in, us they had when they made
that golden f. IHere is what wus written for
them.  [Read Deut. 6. 8-12
Explain unusual words : ¢ Observe,” **increase,”
Comightily,”  * diligently,”  “ frontlets,” ** dig.
gedst,” ¢ plantedst.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. Attention Story, Golden Text, and Bille
lesson.

Monday. Explain with simplicity the value of
obedicnce based on * observe to do it, thut it may
be well with thee,” Obedience to God's we
brings joy and peace. When little children are
obedient and gentle, their home is a haypy one

Tuesday. Talk of verses 5-T, showing that
we are to remetber God's word and talk of the

¢

blessings he gives us,

Wednesday, Whatisthe  sign of the hand " It
may show a loving heart by its serviee, for if we
love God and love his people, we will do many
things with our hands, and in this way show our
love. These tiny hunds of yours may show the
love of your hearts.  Speak of some of the possi-
bilities of the hand which does what the heart and
the mind tell it to do.  Your hand never does uny-
thing of itself: it obeys you,

Thursday. Talk of the good things God hus
given to us inside the house—first, our parents;
and then speak of the good things outside—the
birds and flowers and fruits,  We have even a bet-
ter country thun the people coming from the wil-
derness had,  Onee a wise man suid that it is better
to have just a few vegetables to eat if love is in
the home, than to have a great deal of meat and
great dinner where people have unkind thounghts
(Prov. 15. 17).  And the same man said that o hi-
tle bit of dry food, where the people are quict and
kind, tastes better than a house full of good things
to cat where people quarrel (Prov. 17. 1),

Friday. The Golden Text tbaches us that we are
to be thankful for the land where our home is
Teach a lesson of patriotism, Talk of the resources
of this land, and show the Union Jack as our flag.
Have a branch of maple leaves and explain thab
the maple is our emblem.




Narewe Work, There i
*goodly land,” but let us tulk of our little friend
the robin, for he is heard so often during these
summer days,  1le is one of the first birds to come
in the spring, and he stays with us as long s he
can in the autumn until the cold days send Lim
South,

Arr Work, The robin's nest you may study,
for he is u little builder. His Louse is not ys
luintily artistic as some birds m: iey but it is g
strong little house

Haxp Work, The kindergarten children nmay

t flugs of paper, color them, and paste them on

They may draw flags upon their slates,

The Traxsirion Crass may outline und color the
robin upon the lesson card,

NeieNce at Hone wern Mornen, Expluin that a
Lind flowing with milk and honey mewus a coun
try with pastures for the cattle that give milk, uud
with flowers full of honey, There are Hiuny uses

milk. Talk of some of them, and show that
goodness never fuils,
very day,

1 the homes of our great lund, and if we thank
bim tor his wondertul bounty, the children and the
older ones in the homes will be peaceful, contented,
wnd happy.

Try to have each ehild understand that he is part

vner in the home, be it ever so humble, and thus
promote interest in the details of home life. The

lildren may help the mother in keeping the

s orderly, A clean little ne where each
one loves all the others, and where al| try to be
Lelpful, is the sweetest place on this earth,

God's

LESSON VIII, (Angust 25.)
CROSSING THE JORDAN. Josh. 3. 5-17,

GorveN Texr, “ When thou passest through the
waters, [will be with thee” (s, 43, 2).

Primary Notes,

Did yon ever go away to
visity  What did mamma
say before you went? She
told you how you were to
behave, what you should
do and what wot ‘do, and
1 am sure she said alimost the
. last thing, * Remeniber what
T have told you.” Ithink Moses felt something
s your mamma would feel if you went away with-
out her when he knew the Israelites were going
into Canaan, and going without hin., w I am
sure you want to know why Moses was not going
with them. Once he displeased God, and God
suid beeause he did w rong he could not enter Ca-
naan, but he let Moses sce the land from o moun-
ain just before he died (Num. 20, 10-12), It was

l\ will be with Yheel

a large field in this |

d he provides for us |
If his loving-kindness is remenhe red |
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because Mosex knew e eould not go with them
| that he h
Sunday.  After reviewing he went on to tell them
| What they must do and what they must not do
when they renched Canaan,  Over and over we

the review of which we talked lust

read these words: “ Whey Ye are come into the
" do this or don’t do that,
Itt L long time to all was in his
heart, but he told them lust not be atraid
God would be with them and never forsuke thens,
| After Moses had finished God spoke to him g
suid (Deut, 32, 48
and how the Israclites wept forhim (Deut, 34,1-8),)
What would they now do for  leader ¢
*hose one for them before he died (Deut,
—dJoshua, who had been with him in Mount

Describe Moses's deatl)

spoke to Joshua after Moses died, and told
him to lead the people over Jordan, promising to
be with im as he liad been with Moses.  He told
him not to 1 ruid, beeause God would be with
i r he went” (Josh. 1, 1-9)
| us o great stir among the Israel-
‘ ites, for Joshua told the officers to go through the
amp and tell the people to get ready, for in three
[ days they were to go over Jordan and into Canaan,
[Try to picture the preparations, and then tell
story as found in Josh, 8. While talking uncover
picture of Canaan and river. ] Why were they not
| wiraid to eross Jordan? Our Golden Text tells.
Who said it? What is it? A promise [print].
| Whose promise? God's [print].  What does
he promise? “T will he with thee” [print].
When? See, [ huve printed it across the viver. Did
God keep this promise ¢

|
|
|

Perhaps you think there are no rivers to eross in
our journcy to heaven.  Well, there are none like
Jordan, but there are things for us to do or bear
that are as hard for us as crossing the Jordan was
for the lIsraclites. I want to tell you of three
things which will surely come to every one who is
on the journey to heaven—things we could never
get through if we did not have this same Promise.

The first is temptation [print].  This comes to
everyone, and unless we have Jesus's help we will
be overcome by it, just as the Israclites would
have been by Jordan if God had not helped them,

Iread a story of a boy who went to live at a
school. At night when he knelt down to pray the
hoys made fun of him and threw shoes at him,
e was very much temipted to give up praying,
but he knew what he ought to do, so one night he
turned to these boys and said, “ Boys, 1 am going
to say my prayers no matter what you do.  You
may throw all the shoes and make all the fun you
want, bat I'm going to keep right on,”

Now see how God helped him, Some of the boys
began to laugh, and one picked up ashoe, Butthe

biggest fellow said, * Let Perey alone; he is
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right, and I won't let any of you boys trouble him,
After that there was no temptation to stop pray-
ing, und God made the way casy because Percy
hud gone bravely alicad.

Another thing thut comes to allis trouble lprint].
Tell some personal experience. | 1e third thing
You und I inust each go through

Jut we need not
[Christiun crossing

is death [print].
it to enter our promised land,
feary Jesus will be with us,
the river in Pélgrim’s Progress is a good illustration,
or some happy death the teacher may have seen or
known about. ]

Deur children, we need not fear temptation,
trouble, or death, though we must go through them
4 Whyt DBecause of the promise. [Repeat
Goiden Text. ]

Kindergarten Hints.
“Crossing the

IKINDERGARTEN I EPARTMENT.
Jordan,” Josh, 3. 6,11-17.

GoLpeN Text, “1 will be with thee "'(Isa, 43. 2),

Aws 710 e KiNpErcartNer. Holy Bible,
Josh. 1. 7, 8: Beauties of Ruskin, *‘The In-
terrupted Stream,” pp. 64-67; Literary Attrac-
tions of the Bible (Nalsey), ** Sublimity ;" Zhe
Providence of God, pp. 871-883; The Cry of
the Christian Heart (Pressense); What is the Bible #
(Ladd,) pp. 158-174.

ATTENTION STORY.

Wihen the ‘mnplc were going out of the wilder-
ness they had God’s law, or word, which wus to
them what this Bible ix to us, In that ** onceupon
o time” long ago, there were not any books
printed as they are now, and the writing was made
i signs on stones and on skins and  other
surfuces,  This word of God, or Bible of the
people in the wilderness, was very precious to
them, and they wanted to be very, very cureful of
it that nothing should harm it., They were going
to cross a river at one time, and they had not any
ferry or boat, but they must get across in some
way. God understood about it, and he saw that
they were very careful of his word, for the men
had made a little box, covered with gold, which
they called an ark.  They made pietures of angels
for the top of the bhox, and ul‘ this was to he
u sign to show them that God's loving presence
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and cure went with them. When the time for
crossing the river came, Joshua told some of the
other ministers to carry the precious ark and go
first, and the people would follow, T" did so,
and us soon as their feet were in the wuter God
caused the river to stop its running until they
pussed safely over, and their Bible did not mect
any m, and the beautitul ark did not get wet,
We read about it here in Josh., 3. 6, 11-17,

Explain unusual words: * Covenant,”
eth,” “tribes,” * heap,” * midst,” ** Isruclites,”

OUTLINE.
Attention Story, Golden Text, and

* pass-

Sunday.
Bible lesson,

Monday. 'Talk ot the ark being made of wood
and covered all over with gold, that the word of
God might have a safe place. Do we think very
of God's word? Are we careful of

Jiblest Do we think them precious ¢

Tuesday. Explain what is meant by *“ Lord of
all the earth * in verse 11, There are other lands
than this fuir land of ours. We talked of
country lust weck, hut there are other countries
across the seas, and there are little children there
who live and eat and sleep very differently trom
what we do, Jesus loves them,and says, * Sutfer
them to come unto me;” that means let them
come, God loves them as much as he loves us,
butsome of them do not know it yet, because they
have not this Bible to tell them. Wherever this
is found the people are better and their lives are
brighter than they could be without it.

Wednesday. Talk of the customs of some of the
people who live in other lands. Some of them cat
with sticks instead of spoons, mnd others it on
mattings and rugs on the tloor, and do
chairs,

Thursday. God made the rivers and the oceans,
and they obey him. No man can cause the ruin to
full or to stop falling, and no man ecan cause a
river to have a great deal of water ora little water;
but God guides the rivers and the tides of the sea,
We cannot stop even a tiny brook in its joyful play
over the rocks; but Jesus once quicted the waves
of the sea in a great storm by saying, * Peace, be
still.,”  He could do it because he was God's dear
son.

Friday, Talk of the Golden Text: 1 will be
with thee,”  God is near to us, and he will be al-
wiuys i no matter where we are, or whether we are
sorry or glad, he is near us to care for us because he
loves us very dearly

Narere Work, ik of what we find growing
beside brooks and rivers—the cresses and forget-
me-nots ; and of what is so different which we find
heside the sca—the bright, colored mosses, the sca-
weeds and grasses, and the pretty shells washed
upon the beach,

Arr Work, Show interior pictures of homes in
other lands, and also representations of outdoor
lite, of children in countries North and South, East

our

our

not use
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and West.  *“The Lord of all the carth” is their
Father und Friend.

Hann Work,  The kindergarten children may

outline rivers in the sand or soil. Mr. Ruskin
Have the chil-
dren get an idea of curves, and show their mental
picture with the work of their fingers,
The Transition Crass may sew the Golden
Text upon the lesson card, using a delicate shade
of blue silk or thread, which will stand for gentle
and loving tones,

SoieNce At Hoxe wrrn Momuer., Tulk of the
grandeur of storms, God controls the thunder,
and gives us the eleetricity which we use, Remem-
ber our lesson on thunkfulness, and do not forget
to thunk God for the land and for the sen. Talk
of the puth or course of a river, and of how all
¢l on and on until they find the sea.

suys, “ Rivers lean to one side,”

rivers

Tnpres
Do you remember your mother’s Bible and the old
ible your grandmother nsed to read every day ¢

But there are many little children whose mothers
and grandmothers have never read the Bible, be-
cause they have never heard of it.  We would like
to hiave the families living over the seas know of
these beautiful Bible stories, and wemay obey the
Golden Rule by sending Bibles to them. That
will be doing to them as we would like them to do
to us it we had never heard of this wonderful book.,
Fathers and mothers and children are happy in
homes where the Bible words are read and loved
and obeyed, In this way we may obey e words
of Jesus, ** Go teach all nations,

Whisper Songs for August,

FIFTH LESS

N.

How fuir is sweet Canaan !
Her fruits, O, Low fair !

Trust God, little pilgrim,
He'll bring you safe there,

BIXTH LESSON,
0 look unto Jesus,
His cross keep in view ;
He died to save sinners,
He died to save you,
EEVENTH LESSON,
For all the rich blessings
The Lord sends to me,
I'll love him and serve him
With heart glad and frce,

EIGHTH LESSON,

The Lord is our Leader,
And this we may know,

That he will be with us
Wherever we go.

the thought of' the value of the Bible, |

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Third Quarter.
Rising, all repeat, “ O come, let us
the Lord.”
Recirarios,
“Come, children, happy children,
Who love the Saviour’s name,
Join in a song of praises
And spread abroad his fame ;
Now raise your happy voices
And joyful offerings bring,
For Jesus loves the children—
Sing, childven, sing.”

sing unto

Hyuy,  Selected,

Teacher. And they brought young children to
him, that he should touch them.

Claxs. Jesus said, Suffer the little children to
come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such
is the kingdom of God.

Teacher. A new commandment give I unto you,

Class. That ye love one another,

Ecto Praver, closing with the Lord's Prayer.

Hywx. “I think when I read that aweet story
of old.”

OrFERINGS, followed by birthday offerings,

Recitation,

** Only a little penny !
Yet with assurance sweet,
Fearing no scorn, we lav it
Down at the Saviour's feet,
Saving for him a portion
Out of our slender stove ;
Gladly we give our pennies
If we can give no more.”

Commanpmests, First and third Sabbaths,

Twesty-ruien Psary. Second and fourth Sab.
baths,

Review,

Morion Soxa, or Rest Exercise,

Lessox Taveur, followed by Coxcert Praver.

“Loving Jesus, meek and mild,
Look upon a little child,
Make me gentle as thou art,
Come and live within my heart.
Take my childish hand in thine,
Guide these little feet of mine,
So shall all my happy days
Ning their pleasant song of praise,
And the world shall always see
Christ, the holy Child, in me,”

wr. And now, little cliildren, abide in him,
Class, That we may not be ashamed before him
at his coming,
All. The Lord watch between thee and me
wlien we are abgent one from another,
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To Superintendents.

Ix the first place you have now the highest
motive for living near to Christ,
depends chiefly on this.  Go into your school
next Sunday and look around. Your spirit
will be the spirit of this school. If you are
indifferent in your treatment of sacred things,
8o will these teachers be. If your heart is not
near to Christ, this school will be cold and dull
and barren, Look at the upturned faces. Look
down even into the upturned hearts that are
watching you. If you were nearer to Christ,
what might you not do? By these souls com-
mitted to your care, by these teachers who will

not be more in earnest than you are, by the |

judgment-seat of Christ, by eternity itself, 1
heseech you be a better Christian man than
yO\l are.

Do not affect piety. If there is any abom-
ination in the world it is the superintendent
who ““puts on” pious ways. It is hypocrisy.
Even if you do it from a mere desire to be im-

ressive, it is cant, Children see through it.
t repels them. Away with your pious tone
and precise, solemn face and prayer-meeting
phrases. Toe children are not to be impressed
with sounding brass. They penetrate the sham.
And if they do not, God does. But the chil-
dren do, and all the unnatural mouthing makes
them hate the religion that you burlesque.

Do not say that the respounsibility is too
sreat, and that you will resign. No shallower

eceit does Satan palm off upon us. You can-
not shirk responsibility. (o, bury your talent in
a napkin, and then tell the Judge all that
hypocritical stuff about your heing afraid of
responsibility. How terrible will your coward-
ice look to you in the day of judgment !

But feel your accountability none the less.
Cry out with Paul, “Who is sufficient for these
things?” Let the burden of souls rest upon
you. Carry it in your devotions. Let it lie
down with you upon your bed. Let the picture
of these upturned eyes and hearts never leave
you. But do not let them drive you from your

Your success |

! work. Let them drive you to Christ. The
{ same Paul who said, *“Who is sufficient for
‘ these things?” said also, *“Our sufliciency is
| of God.”

I plead for a more profound and tender piety
in superintendents.  You may have a large
school without it. You may have a good picnic
without it. You may have order without it
You may even have well-learned lessons without
| it. But the truest, highest, most Christian-like
success you cannot have unless you have more
of Christ in your heart,

1 can go into your school when you are away,
| and know just what sort of a mun you are.

There is an aroma of a good superiutendent in
some schools. But in others there are life, and
order, and outward prosperity, but there is no
| feeling of Christ’'s presence in his word. The
| observer feels that there is a superintendent
| who either doe: not live near to Christ, or who
fails to make his Christian spirit felt in the
| school.

As the superintendent is, so are the teachers,

| If Christ is vividly present in his prayers and

other exercises, if he feels the presence of God

| in his word, then will the teacher teach thus,

| and the scholar study in the same spirit. The

| atmosphere through which a scholar will rezard

the Scriptures for all the rest of his life is often

fixed by his teacher’s way of teaching, and that

is very generally the reflection of the super-
intendent’s spirit. — Baptist Superintendent.

-

Sunday-school Furnishing.

Ouvr country churches could be seated in such
a way as to serve very much better for Sunday-
school purposes, by using the reversible seats.
They are furnished in neat designs and are as
comfortable as any other seats. Moreover,
they cost no more. We commend this idea to
church committees now erecting new church
buildings, and all who are contemplating put-
ting in new seats. It is a great advantage to
be able to turn one of the two seats used by a
class 8o as to bring the scholars altogether, as
it greatly helps the teacher.—7he Evangelist.

QOWICKAPUN

Or, How the Gospel Reached the Nelson
River Indians

By REV. E. R. YOUNG
Authorof ** By Canoe and Dog Train,” and * Stories
from Indian Wigwams and Northern
Camp-fires.”

Cloth, profusely Illustrated, $1.00.

Elizabeth Glen, M.B.

A STORY OF A
LADY PHYSICIAN.

By ANNIE S. SWAN.

(MRS, BURNETT-SMITIL)

Cloth, illustrated, - - - - - $1.00.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

~ A GREAT GOUGH REMEDY.

erhaps you may think that Scott's Emulsion is
only useful to fatten babies, toround up the angles and
make comely and attractive, lean and angular women,
and fill out the hollow checks and stop the wasting of
the consumptive, and enrich and vitalize the blood of
the scrofulous and anaemic persons. It will do all this
—but it will do more. It will cure a

Hard, Stubborn Cough

when the ordinary cough syrups and specifics entirely
fail. The cough that lingers after the Grip and Pneu-
monia will be softened and cured by the balsamic heal-
ing'and strengthening influences of this beneficent
food-medicine, namely, Scott's Emulsion of Cod-liver
Oil and Hypophosphites of Lime and Soda.

Refuse substitutes. Thev are never as good.

Scott & Bowne, Belleville, All Druggists, 50c.and $1,

{

s JUSt Published

PRACTICAL
TALKS .. o .

Important Themes

TO YOUNG CONVERTS, OLDER CHRISTIANS
AND THE UNCONVERTED

BY
Rev. H. T. Crossley.
. CLOTH, $1.00

HE author tells us in his preface : *This book of Practical Talks on Important Themes
may be regarded as a souvenir volume of our evangelistic work. We publish it in
response to many requests for such a volume, hoping to further instruct and confirm

those who are new converts, and, at the same time, assist to clearer views of truth and privilege
those who are more experienced Christians, and also to induce the unconverted to become
Christians.” Those who know Mr. Crossley need not be told that his book is ter-e, practical,
clear, and evangelistic in its tons. It is a book of nearly 400 pages, clearly printed and

strongly bound, and contains portraits of Mr. Crossley and of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Hunter
and family.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, . Wesley Bulldings, . TORONTO, ONT.
©. W. COATES, Montreal, P.Q. 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige the
Publisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the adveriisement in THE SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER,
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Siae stacaiareiy .
WHY AUGUST IS
so debilitating in its effect
" upon the system is not so much the

heat as the humidity of the atmos-
phere. The life-sustaining gases seem to be diluted, and
hence that languid, “all gone,” exhausted feeling, so
characteristic of this month. To vitalize the blood,
sharpen the appetite, correct the liver and kidneys, expel
scrofulous humors, and tone up the nerves, no other
preparation equals Ayer’s Sarsaparilla. It goes right
to the spot, and is just the kind you need. Taken
during your vacation, at the seaside or in the country,
it will prevent malaria, and cause a more speedy res-
toration to sound and vigorous health.

Ayer’s c.; Sarsaparilla
Admitted at

THE WORLD’S FAIR.

PO S T PO S - - o

E{'S"E»'%""o"""é'é'a"o"é"é%'é"é"o"é" 8858806686008888888863 3'8'6'3"0'"6"0"6';?";
,8 AYER’S are better known and more generally used gi
io . . than any other eathartic,  Sugar-coated, @
ig Cathartlc p|"5 purely vegetable, and free from mercury or gl
io any other injurions drug, this is the ideal family medicine. Prompt o
ig and energetic in their action, the use of these Pills is attended with g
0 only the best results. Their effect is to strengthen and regulate the @
g organic functions, heing especially beneficial in the various derange- g
0 ments of the stomach, liver, and bowels. o;
{*] o
{*] ] 2 2 o
ie Ayer's Cathartic Pills of
i Admitted for Exhibition b4
ic of
io AT THE WORLD’S FAIR of
:
RN0.2222.8! QF
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