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ED BEE’S LETTER
No. &
To the Editor of the Onlario Phila-
telist.

DEAR Sir: I had a chance
the other day tu see one of the
finest collections of proofs and
essays of the United States
stamps that there is i1 the
country. and I am going to tell
you about it. I suppose you
will publish this letter, and so
I will explain a little, as I have
no doubt but what there are
lots of your readers who do not
know what a proof or an essay
is. There are two kinds of
proofs—die and plate. Die, or
hub plates as they are some-
times called, are impressions
taken {rom the dic when first
engraved, and before the plate
has been made. They are dis-
tinguished from the ordinary
plate proofs by having large
margins, much larger than is
possible from a plate. Plate
proofs are impressions from the
plates that the stamps are
printed from, hence tney have
but small margins, simply that
which is perforated in the orig-
inal. Most of the die proofs are
printed on India paper, and
the others, plate proofs, are

prmted on India paper and fine
cardboard. Essays cre designs
for the stamps, supposed to
have Dbeen submitted to the
government and rejected on
account of not filling the quali-
fications in the estimation of
the officials to whom submit-
ted. Many of them are as
handsome as any of the stamps
ever issued by the United
States government. Some it
is next to impossible to pro-
cure ; and others, owing no
doubt to the plate or die being
in existence, can be bought for
a mere trifle. A few years ago
proois and essays were seldom
seen even in the finest collec-
tions ; but now, owing to phila-
telic influence and tiae persist.
ency of the pages in the house
of representatives, who had a
pull with the members of Con-
gress, in a measure no doubt
increased the interest in them
and the money in the pages’
pockets as well.

I think the essay specimens
are the most heautiful of all
philatelic treasures, and I will
simply mention a few of those
I saw: 1st—Large ‘“3” in cen-
tre, ‘“ postage " above, * cents”
below in lathe work oval, die
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proof in red, black, blue, brown
and green. 2nd—Franklin to
felt, “ U, S, postage” above,
“three cents” below, India
prools in black and red. 3rd—
Similar design to No. 1, with
addition of ¢ U. 8.,” Washing-
ton to the right in circle, “U.
S. postage” above, ¢ three
cents” below. 4th—Washing-
ton to right in niche, inscrip-
tions same as the Iranklin
above, die proofs in fine colors.
There were a number of others,
but these are all I remember
sufficiently to describe. I am
in hopes of seeing them again,
and it I do so will send a fuller
and better description. These
are very interesting, and I am
in hopes I can add a few to my
coliection before long.
Ep. Bes.
[ &2 &2 7> )

Ottawa Notes
By Acadia

At last I am able to inform
your readers that Postmaster-
General Mulock has now
consented to issue a special
Jubilee stamp of the value of
three cents; the sketch of the
approved design has been sub-
mitted to the British American
Bank Note Co. to be engraved.
It will be nearly as large as the
American Columbus issue, and
will consist of two portraits of
the Queen, one as she appeared
sixty years ay,. ~nd one as she
appears now,

L o

One of the officials of the
B. A. Bank Note Co. was

THE ONTARIO PHILATELIST

telling me the other day that
Newfoundland was t< issue a
new set of stamps on June 14,
consisting of the values of }, 1,
2, 3, 6, 10 and 15 cents, which
will also be a commemorative
issue. Let all the other Brit-
ish colonies fall into line, and
give us something that British
subjects will be proud to look
at and recall the 6oth year of a
happy and peaceful reign of
our beloved Queen Victoria.
o~
Postmaster-General Mulock
is to attend the Postal Con-
gress to be held in Washington
(D.C.) in May, when the home
officers will try to get a cheaper
rate of postage between the
different colonies.
[ £

Stamps in Ottawa are very
scarce just at present, and col-
lectors are paying more atten-
tion to Parliamentary matters
and learning the laws of the
country.

Co> 95

The C. H. Mekeel Stamp
Co. of St. Louis (Mo.) recently
made an assignment for the
benefit of their creditors to Mr.
W. C. Becktold, for the sum
of $13,000. C. H. Mekeel,
president of the company, will
go to Europe, and possibly
embark in the stamp business
there. Geo. D, will still retain
the Exchange Department of
the A.P. A., while 1. A. will
continue the Weekly, and it is
to be hoped that there will be
a greater improvement in that
periodical than formerly.




THE ONTARIO PHILATELIST 37

Review

We have received a very
neat want list from E. T. Par-
ker of Bethlehem (Pa.), which
in our opinion fills * a long-felt
want,” as by a glance a collec-
tor can see at once what stamp
or stamps he is in need of for
his collection. It can be ob-
tained from the above address
for 10 cents.

o~

The Collectors’ address book
for Colorado has been sent to
us from Mr. O. K. Carstarphen
of Denver (Col.), and is in our
opinion taken from the pages
of Bearsdley’s address book,
which requires time and
patience to get the names in a
readable condition. However,
it is very neat to those who
require names in that style,
and it can be obtained from

_ Mr. Carstarphen for 10 cents.
L. ]}

Obituary

We notice with regret the
death of Mr. John K. Tiffany
of St. Louis, who was for so
many years president of the
American Philatelic Associa-
tion, and a student and inter-
esting writer on subjects con-
nected with stamp collecting.
Mekeel's Weekly states that
he was ill only a few days,
undergoing a surgical operation
which resulted fatally. His
age was fifty-five years.

Mr, Tiffany was a graduate
of Harvard College, and a law-
ver, although he did not prac-
tice his profession to any great
extent, giving his time instead

to the care of the large estate
left by his father.

His collection of stamps was
quite extensive, being very
complete up to the time when
he ceased to add to it a few
years ago.

His interest of late had been
in collecting philatelic litera-
ture, of which he possessed an
almost complete collection.

The articles which Mr, Tif-
fany has written and the work
which he has done, particularly
in inciting others to labor in
the endeavor to solve stamp
problems, has been very great,
and he will always be remem-
bered as one of the great pion-
eers in American philatelic
study and research.
L ]

The editor of this magazine
has a customer who wishes to
purchase a well established
philatelic paper, either monthly
or weekly publication. Address
¢ Customer,” care of Editor
ONTARIO PHILATELIST.

L S

Owing to sickness, and the
late date on which the ballot
for official organ of the D.P. A.
was held, there was no Febru-
ary issue, and we have issued
our March and April number
together, which accounts for
our non-appearance.

o~

When the first Canadian
stamps came out, parties living
in country towns were not
accustomed to the wuse of
stamps, and on one was writ-
ten: “ Paid if the blamead thing
sticks.”
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THE - ONTARID - PRILATELIST

SUBSCRIPTIONS

To Canada and U. S., per year ....z20c.
To Foreign Countries, K 33&.

Subscriptions must begin wnh Cu:
rent number. Payable in A« lvancn
Back numbers 5 cents each.

ADV:.RTISING RATES

1inch, 1 insertion ............., B
2 inches, 1 insertion.............. 75
4 column, 1 insertion ..ol I 25
1 column, 1 iDSETtioN cvvvvrvrana. 2 25
1 page, 1insertion .o...veevnnen. 4 00

5, 10 and 15 per cent. discount on
ads. of 3, 6 and 12 months® standing.

Ads. of less than 3 months’ standing
payable in advance; ads. standing 3
months or more pavable quarterly.

All copy must reach us by the fifth of
the month to secure inserlion. To
change standing ads. copy must bein,
by the first.

We wish to exchange two copies with
all philatelic publications.

Address all communications relative
to above to the Publisher,

W. A. BEATTY
88 King Street,
St. Catharines, Ont.

The color of the G.N. W,
Telegraph Stamps for 1896 is
vermillion, and the 1897 is dull
blue.

[ <N

If the publishers of the Phil-
atelic Advocate were to get a
good proof reader and print it

on better paper it would im-
prove the paper to a great
extent.

>

Members of the D. P.A. who
would like to continue taking
this magazine we will give a
give a year’s subscription for
15 cts. for this month only,
when the offer will be with-
drawn. Send D. P, A. number
please.

By a special offer from the
publishers of the Philatelic
Californian we can now offer
the two magazines together for
only 35 cts. Take advantage
ol this great offer.

2

The editor and Mr. Widdi-
combe were in Toronto on the
16th, and called upon all prin.
cipal dealers and collectors
there. Mention must be made
of the kindness of W.R. Adams
and C. Bailey, who did every-
thing they could to make our
visit pleasant.

[ £
From the last number of the
Halifax Philatelic Magazine

we clip the following article
from their editorial, and cannot
but admire the independent
spirit of Brother Muirhead.
The article in question is as
follows: ‘“To endeavor to
change the official organship
was outside the power of the
amalgamation meeting. Among
other papers, the Halifax Phil-
atelic Magazine was nominated,
but the publishers beg leave to
state that they are not competi-
tors in the present case. We
are not participating in the
dirty piece of work to filch the
organship from Mr. Beatty’s
OnTarRIO  PHILATELIST and
give it to a Toronto paper.
At the next annual convention
we may accept a nomination
as official organ, but will not
stoop to trickery and illegal
means to gain our ends. In
the language of to-day °we
don’t have to.””
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Post office dummies! The
postmaster of New York find-
ing that deaf mutes could be
used for certain work, there
are now three in the postoffice
engaged in stamping, and one
in sorting. ‘“When we get two
noisy men,”’ says the assistant
superintendent, ‘‘we put a
‘dummy’ between them and so
secure quiet.”

o

THE ONTARIO PHILATELIST
is no longer the official organ
of the D. P. A., the members
deciding in favor of the Phila-
telic Canadian. The sorrowful
wail of the Philatelic Advocate
was really amusing, and was
~njoyable reading for ye editor.
Why is it that you did not
express your views before, as
we would gladly have given
you a chance to earn a few
cents. Again, they accuse us
of not placing their name on
the list of papers nominated;
the report of Secretary Adams
was not very good, and he for-
got to place the name on the
ticket. Again, they blame us
for not publishing the report
of the President, Exchange
Superintendent and Librarian.
They were never received by us,
and it would not be to our ad-
vantage to make up a report of
our own.

o

Many dealers in the United
States are under the impres-
sion that there is a tax on
all staraps coming into Canada.
Such is not the case, as the
law has been obsolete for the
past two vears. .

Judicious Adverfising

Judicious scruples in adver-
tising seem to be entirely lack-
ing among certain classes of
dealers in postage stamps.
Some dealers place their ad-
vertising without any regard to
medium or circulation. For a
stamp paper to claim five thou-
sand circulation is enough to
induce some dealers, who ought
to be “on their pins,” to rush in
their advertisements. But why
not discriminate? Why not
look before you leap? Why do
you not consider the good qual-
ities and the bad belore placing
your advertising? It costs
cold cash to advertise. There
are dealers who grumble and
grow! if the do not get a*“pile”
of answers to their one-inch
notice. Perhaps the advertise-
ment was wrong ? perhaps it
was the wrong kind of an
advertisement in the wrong
medium ?  Doubtless it was
both, if it did not pay. “A
crowded car doesn’t insure a
pleasant ride,” neither does a
stamp journal filled with deal-
ers’ advertisements pay so well
as if the same had only half so
many. Ten to one your adver-
tiscment in such a medium
would not pay you, unless you
offered some unusual bargain.

It pays a dealer much more
to place a well written,
correctly worded, * catchy”
advertisement in a medium
which is not overflown with
competitors’ advertising. And
the advertisement must be
suited to the readers of the
journal. You can readily see
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the advantages of a magazine
which is not full of advertise-
ments. In fine, you do not
have many competitors, and
you are consequently more apt
to catch the buyer.

But see that you tell nothing
but the naked truth, and lots
of it; and then, if you have
stamps for which there is a
demand at your selling price,
your advertisement, if properly
displayed, will pay you as well
as those of the mysterious (?)

dealer. KERAs.
P. S.—And his pay!
L T3 TTSS |
The 124-cent black Nova

Scotia is very similar in color-;
ing and general appearance to
the 12-pence Canada, and is
worth more in a used condition.
It was for many years called
the Queen of Stamps by old-
time collectors, and is still
equal to any engraving that
has yet been produced, and,
like the &%c. and 10c. of the
same series, it bears the por-
trait of Queen Victoria as she
may have looked 35 years ago,
and when examined under a
strong glass one is amazed
not only at the marvellous
precision of every date and line,
but Her Burittanic Majesty
seems to gaze serenely out
with a startling similarity to
life in the light of the calm
and placid eyes. These stamps
are beautiful, and illustrate the
highest type of art in engrav-
ing, and form a set that will
soon be out of the reach of
the average collector.—Weckly
Philatelic Eva.

OQurselves

With this number we close
our first volume, and beg to
thank all those who have
favored us with subscriptions
and advertising patronage. A
large number of our subscrip-
tions expire with this number,
and we ask all those to favor
us ~ith a renewal at as early
a date as possible, as we intend
to improve the appearance of
THE ONTARIO PHILATELIST to
a great extent, and we ask the

co-operation of our retiring
subscribers.
CIECD

Many more such “floods” upon
the stamp market would undoubt-
edly seriously effect it. Such a find
is liable to occur any time in
United States revenues. There are
many, many rare ‘revenues which
still remain to be unearthed by
philatelists.

iy

The neatest address book that
we have yet received is the Stamp
Collector’s Handbook and Direct-
ory of Ontario, compiled by Mr. R.
G. Widdicombe of St. Catharines,
Ont. Tt consists of 16 pages and
cover, giving a list of some 200 col-
lectors and dealers residing in the
province ; also a list of all stamp
papers and officers of the Dominion
Philatelic Association. It is a very
useful book, and should be in every
philatelic library and in the hands
of those who desire reliable corre-
spondents in Ontario. The price
is placed at the low rate of 10c. per

copy, and can be obtained from
the above address,
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E. B. HORN, Jr.

Boston Phil. Society No. 200
11 Greenwich Park, BOSTON, MASS.

‘Would like a share of your trade.
A good stock of U. S. Revs.
KEavs. constantly on hand.
Read my special bargains in ancther
column.
Member of L.A.P,,B.P.S..N.P.A,, S.of P,

THE HERALD BXCHANGE

M. Tansig, Mgr., 9 E. 108th st,, New Vork
uperb Monthly
ubscreiption 25¢.
ample Copy Free

RATES: #inch 20c., 1inech 35¢.. 2in. 85¢c.,
3 in. 95c., 1 page (28} in.) $8.75.

NOT TEHE BREST
BUT THE BEST FOR THE PRICE

TE TEXAN PHILATELIST

Published monthly at 15 conts per year,
Eight pages and cover. Sample copy free.
Address, WALTER CLAYBORNE LOWRY,
Abilene, Texas

W HEIN

placing your season's advertise-
ments, don't forget to include the
*Western Stamp” of Riverside,
Cal. Our rates are very low fora
semi-monthly paper. Rate card
mafled on request. Subscription
only 30c. per year.,

The Fin de Siecle Philatelist subscribes
for the only philatelic journal published
in America at 10 cents a year.

THE MONTHLY OBSERVER
Myerstown, - - Pennsylvania
Sample frec. Always on time. Never
missed & number. Never misrepresented
its circulation. Advertisements 25 cents
an inch, AND PAY.

Each Number Better
than its Predecessor

That’s our motta. Send 25¢ for a year's
subscription to the Philatelic Advocate
and .sk for any one of the following pre-
miums: 21 var Japan stamps and cards,
Ontario Philatelic Directory, 1000 hinges.
Get 10 new suhscribers and we will give
you frec an 1897 International Album. Ad.
rates 50c. per inch.

Circulation 1000 to 2000 monthly,

ress

ﬁ;e Philatelic Advocate

Box 104 Berlin, Ont.

Be in the Fashion
.. Use Wolseiifer’s Blank Album. .

Roan, $3.50; half seal, 8375; half
morocco, $4.

Wolsieffer’s Approval Cards zoc. per
doz,; $1.50 per 100, Wolsieffer's Left
Page Stock Books {5 sizes)—81.75 to
$4.50. New Stamp Tongs 35sc. Trans-
parent Perforation Guage 15¢,

P. M. WOLSIEFFER,
201 S. Clark St. - Chicago, Il

STEINBRECHER
W. PAUL

IN CHICAGO, 375 CENYER ST.
Approval Sheets at 333 per cent commis-

sion. With a good reforonce, state what
price and kind you wish, then address

STEINBRECHER

~ FREE! -

I will give 100 varieties of Foreign
Stamps to every one sending for my

sheets,
ARTHUR F. SWEET,
GRANSTON, R.I.

B your name is on
Coee g E. T. Parkey’s

mailing li;thfor
a copy o is
SULrC e 5. icldiList or
3 Stamps.

that ¢ = 7. ParkER

Bethlehem, Pa., U.S.

Dealers Attention!

Have you sent your ads. to H, D. Ruehl-
man for Wiscongin Phil. Blue Book or
Minnesota Stamp? If not, write at once
for rates, etc. It will pay you.

H D. RUEHLMAN
Sharon, Wis.

THE BRITISH GOLLEGTRS' PAPER
The Philatelic Chronicle (4th yr
ADVERTISEMENTS 2/8 PER INCH

The only British Paper thatreaches all
the societies. Every mouth is given away
a 12-page Supplement, ** The Advertiser of
wauts and offers,” containing exchangs
advertisements from collectors, etc., at 4
words a penny.

The two Papers, 32 pages a month, 1/6
per annuwmn. Specitnen number free.

FENTHAM RoAD, HANDSWORTH,
BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND,
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THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT

' 0 OUR SENDING OUT
SO MANY

FREE SAMPLE COPIES

BUT 10U CAN RECEIVE
1z ISSUES FREE

Send a 2-cent stamp (the actual cost to
cach regular subscriber per issue) and we
will mail you the next issue of the best
magazine for stamp collectors.

BEVERY

Philatelic Californian

contains a coupon, that, if properly used.
will entitle you 1o 12 issues FREE.

oBJLEC

bnbscnpnon per 12 issues s
North America, 25c¢. }orugn(,onntncs 10c.

THE PHILA IELIC CALIFORNIAN
RBox 2537, Sun Francisco, Calif.
50 VARIETIES U. §. POSTARE
STAMPS, ONLY 25 CENTS

U. S. AT WHOLESALE
Per10 Per100
S009 $0

]%40, Ju grilled ...ovevvee oon 18 170
1872, 2. (Nuuon.xl print) .... 25 225

3e. e 12110
1873, ic. '111)101-

1883. 4c. green . L1210
1887, 1c. DINE ceennnnnne . 30
1888, dc.red ........ .5

Se. DLIIC ciiverevrerasosns S0

Send for onr NEW Price I,
D) \"J‘l-.RI’RlSl h’ ‘A\Il’ CO\H’A\Z‘Y
147 West I2th St., New York.

WE BUY
STANMPS

And old Collections for Cash.
What can you offer us?

STANDARD Stamp Co.

ORPORATED.
ST. I.0UIS, MO.

PHILATELIST

NEWFOUNDLAND

A4 IEIOLES.A.LE
1880 Ie. HIRG vevnveennen pcr 10, 30 cents
9, green ... . ]D 50 cents
‘3¢ blue..... .. 't 10, 25 cents
1887 e red ..., .. 10, 25 cents
ic, green ..., .. ** 10, 07 cents

2¢, Orange ..... .. 10, 12 cents

9c bro“n ... % 10, 16 cents
......... . %10, 19 cents

c. bit ..
1‘\"3.“ deo blucl-
3e. slatc
Ge. rose
Cash with order.
under 30c.

* 10, 06 cents
. ** 10, 06 cents
¢ 10, 50 cents
Postage extra on orders

J. FOSTER ROOD.
Box 90, Halifax, N.S.

$6.20 for $2

In order to greatly increase my trade, I
offer for ‘I'HIS MONTH ONLY a fine col-

* lection of SPANISH AND HER €OLO:

NIES STAMPS, all in good condition_and
guarantecd to c.xtulo;.m. at $6.25; and Tsell
it for only $2, less than one- .third of cats-
logrue. l)(..l.’(,rs. et rich on this. Send
along a $2 money order, and if you are not
suited I'll return your cash.

B ];Icmcmlu,r. $6.95 for $2, GUARAN-

. B. HORN JR-
Stamp Broker
11 Greenwich Park, 13oston, Mass.
12. S.—1 losc money on this.

-Pcnod ”w block 4§ .01-§ .60, 0. &-.
COU6, =T, o, g
*» o oo g 02— 75, o

’1 ct. Int. black of lll-—ﬁl 50 0.2,

« @ 10--S1.50 0.z
'.l ct. ¢ LRI Ui I -0 o.g.
*Get. s 8 10--8 7B o
*Columbians, lc. to 53, for $135 a.r.
*50 Onhandl’l:lyingCard for $6.50 0.z,
A line stock for dealers supplied.

W v B PraoTr

21 Claremont Park, BOSTON, Mass.

FREE! FREE! FRER!

25 STAMPS FREE TO ALL
APPLYING FOR APPROVAL SHEETS
WITH REFERENCE.

WELLINGTON STAMP (0.

Box 36, ML Forest, Ont., Can.




