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Ovr readers will have already seen, without an explanation, that it
is not. the past but the present times which we are considering. It is
true that we require to refer to what has been, in vrder the more clear l)
to discern and appreciate the thmgs of the present. Comparison is
the principal element of knowlédge. Where there is no comparison,
there is no knowledge, e{perience, or wisdom. God himself teaches
‘the sons of men after this manner. The bib'~ isa volume of compari-
sons. Henece, as we have said, although it be our object to speak of the
present times, and while all that we say is desxgned to aid us in the
knowledge of what now is, and what we require, yet, in justice to the
subject, we must occasionally throw ourselves into the past, for the
purpose of impressing us with the realities of those things which are
happening before our eyes daily.

There is, at the present moment, two great divisions, and a thousand
sub-divisions, of the christian world. Popery and protestantism arc
the chief heads, and the minors we shall not wait to count. At the
time protestantism was born, the religious carth and the spiritual hea-
veuns called for a change. Here, if no where else, we all, with onc
cousent, agree. Quarrel as we may, and differ as we shall. upon other
things, to this sentiment there is not one opposing syllable in the whele
world of protestants. Let il then be understood, from Rome to Lon-
don, from London to Washington, and from Washington to the nortl:
side of the porth pole, that there is at least one article of a eonfcsmm
upon whzch all protestants agree, and this onc article of agreement it
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that there was a time in the world when a religious change—a change:
for the better—was necessary.

With this admission before us, a question arises of some consequence
to all who are interested in the present investigation. What was the
state of things three hundred years ago, when, as it is conceded, 2
reformation was required? Perhaps seine one may answer, in general
terms, that the people were all Catholics then, and hence there was an
absolute need for reform. DBut is not t..e name Catholic as lovely, us
sound, and as seriptural as the name pro :stant? It is not names, hut
things, we have under examination. Wi s there no picty in thuse days?
Was there no sound doctrine? Were there no loly ceremonies?
Conld men of learning, of zcal, of sanctity, of sterling worth, and of
determined opposition to the'spirit of the times, not be found?  What
was Zwingle, and who was Myconius? Inw lmt age did Reuchlin and
Lrasmus live? What shall we say of Melancthon, and of Staupitz,
and of Luther before even the principles of the reformation were in
embryo? Where was the people who embraced the doctrine of Huss?
And what shall we say of the Waldenses?

But we approach the question in another form, and elicit an answer
in which again we shall all concur. When we say that the state of
things which ealled for the protestant reformation, was o state of things
contrary to the simplicity, order, and purity of the oracles of God, we
say what receives a universal response from every. party in the protes-
tant ranks. In one word, & departure from the New Testament, in
fhenq and in practice, was the sole occasion of the necd cf a reforma-
tion in the days when princes and people proteated against the papacy.
Once more, then, we are all agreed.  This makes two things in which
every protestant from Dan to Beersheba is united. First, that a
reformation was onee absolutely needful ; and second, that it was needful
heeanse the professed members of the christ_ian ch\'xrch had so widely
departed from the New Testament standard.  We are happyin agreeing
thue far with the whole protestant world. And since there is a eon-
currence upon these very important premiscs, shall we not be united in
reference to all the conclusions legitimately deduced from them?
These two points of agreement must be regarded as the basis of a
complete union, provided we can show how they are brought to bear
upon the state of things in this our own day.

First of all we hesitate not to say that modern protestantism is as
far from New Testament excellence, as the protestant world is now in
advanee of the papal world in the days of Reuchlin or of Calvin.
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This is only assertion, broad and bold assertion; but the testimony is
in good kecping, and will appear in its place. Nothing shall pass
without proof. 'We shall look protestantism in the face, and exhibit its
features; we shall feel its pulse, and tell its spasms and heetic fits; we
.shall hear its words, and rcport its systems of doctrine and best com-
popnd theories ; we shall examine and’ exhibit its aspects, tendencies,
and operations, as good testimony shall justify, and give the evidence
as we proceed. Reader, we ask you, for your own sake, and for the
sake of others, {0 examine whit we say.

The general features of protestantism—what are they? A single
glance from two or three well chosen points of view, will answer our
present purpose. Here we shall permit a sample of its prime members
and robust advocates to smnd forward 2nd represent the system in its
own color:—

« Every bishop end every clergyman of the Church of Ewgland has
it in his power to trace up the succession of bishops through svhom ke
received his authority, beginning with the bishop who laid hix hands
arpen him, and going upwards from bishep to bishep, te the very hands
of St, Peter and St. Paul.”

The above is the lamgmage of 3 d@ctor of divinity, while attendivg
with other divine doctors to consecrate a new building, ealled a chureh,
by imparting seme papal unetion through modern episcopacy, in the
town of Dundas, not quite 2 hundred miles from the place where this
pen now moves. The bishops of the English Chureh, it must be con-
fessed, are a favoured race, if the preceding divinity be really divine.
‘We take it for granted that no one even supposes that a bishop of the
Romzn Lady Church, past or present, eswld fouch @ chain more full of
the grace of ministerial power. If this doctor of the episcopal order
is not upon the same step with the ecclesiastics of Rome, he certainly
stands upon something as high. If e sits not upon the same seat,
undouhtedly. he has a seat of the same order, and is fully as near tbe
skies. The following, also, from'its general tone, will be recognized as
coming from a brother in full connexion :—

“ If it were mecessary, I could add a hundred instances from the
‘bible, all going to show that it is tiere a prominent and oft-repeated
doctrine, that the act of God's auﬂwn-cd ministers 15 the act of God
limself?

So. speaks the editor of an Eplscopal paper, called ¢ The Church,”
published in the city of Toronto. It must, however, mean the church
of. England not the church of Christ. Therei is certamly a difference ;
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part of the proof of which may perhaps be furnished by some of the
master-builder Pusyites, who are industrious in their cfforts to cement
LRome and Loudon, and raise a temple upon the pillars of the papucy
and episcopacy. Now the doctrine of this ¢ chureh,” is the very doc-
trine of His Holiness, who assumes the throne of the prince of ‘the
apostles. '

But is our own country the only portion of the world where the
general traits of protestantism are so much at variance with the pure
image of the gospel of Christ? We shall post off to Xurope, and liear
a dissenter speak :—

“Wherein js the difference betwixt the church of Rome and the
Church of Ingland a$ staté churches? ~Have not both shed human
blood to propagate their creeds? Do not both acknowiedge an eartkly
head? Is not the Prayer-Book principally taken from the Mass-Book,
and do not hoth. churches condemn as heretics, and exclude from sal-
vation, all who differ from them? The chief difference is, that the
Church of England is a much more expensive establishment than the
Catholic Church ever was. The Church of Rome gave one-third of
her income to the poor, one-third for repairing churches, and one-third
to support the elergy. This was the original design of tithes; but the
clergy of the Church of England pocket the whole : they have robbed
the poor of this right ; they have thrown the repairs of the churches
upon the country; and this they call @ »eformation from popery.

“ No wonder we have to pay thirty thousand soldicrs to kesp dowa
the Irish, in order to kegp up the church, and’collect tithes for the state
priests. This they call religion—the religion.of the New Testament.
Tt has nothing to do with christianity, or the church of Christ; it is
the religion of a state church, and no other.” -

We could furnish documents and proofs almost without number in
reference to the same subject; but a few tesiimonies, exactly to the
point, are ag convincing and impressive as a score of scores.

But the eldest daughter of Rome is not the only daughter whose
features take after the harlot parent, and therefore we shall attempt to
show that protestants of various complegions, if heheld without artifi-
cials, are only a slight degree fairer and better favoured than the child
at which we have been looking. 'Still, 'before advancing. into -this
department, it may be well to pause for another chapter.

Meanwhile, it is to be hoped that no one will charge us with being
an enemy to protestantism; nay, in one grand aspect, we love and
respeet it. and would have it protest solemnly, dccidedly, unyieldingly
aainst all Roman, English, French, Scotch, and American corruptions
ever invented or loved either by the orthodoxy or heterodoxy of arcient
or modern theology. Conbucror.
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than the word of the apostles, by the Weatminster. or any other ereed,
is, then, an attempt to overrule the will of heaven, to subvert the throne
of the Great King, to frustrate the prayers of the Son of the Blessed.
As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are God's thoughts and
ways higher than ours. e knows, for he has willed, and planned,
and determined, that neither the Popish, the Protestant, the Presby-
terian, the Methodistic, nor the Baptist ereed shall be honored more
than the apostle’s testimony, shall be honored as much as the apostle’s
testimony, shall be honored atall.  These erceds the Saviour proseribed
forever ; they are rebellion against his plan and throne, and they are
aimed st the dethronement of the Holy Twelve—he put them on
thrones, he gave them this honor. All creed makers have disputed
their right to the throne, have attempted, 4pso fucto, their degradation,
and have usurped their government. But he that sits in heaven has
laughed at them, he has vexed them in his sore displeasure, he has
dispersed them in his anger, and confounded their language as he did
their predecessors, who sought to subvert his throne and dominion by the
ercction of atower and citadel reaching to the skies. The votaries of
those creed makers have also concurred with their masters, and have
attempted to raise them upou their shoulders to the apostolic thrones;
but he has broken their necks, and they go bowed down always. He
has muade them lick the dust, and caused children to reign over them.
But the conversion of the world is planned and ordered by the will
of heaven to be dependant on the unity of the disciples, as well as
this unity dependant upon the apostle’s testimony. An attempt to
eonvert. Pagans and Mahometans to believe that Jesus is the Son of
God, and the sent of the Father, until christians are united, is also an
attempt to frustrate the prayer of the Messiah, to subvert his throne and
government. There are unalterable laws in the moral world, as in the
natural. There are also unalterable laws in the government of the
moral and religious world, as in thé government of the natural. Those
laws cannot, by human mterference, be'set aside or frustrated-—we might
as reasonably expect that Indian corn will grow in the open fields in the
midst of the frost and snows of winter, as that Pagan nations can be
_converted to Jesus Christ, till christians are united through the belief
of the apostle’s testimony. We may force corn to grow by artificial
means in the depth of winter, but it is not like the corn of August.
So may a fow disciples be made in Pagan lands by such means in the
moral empire ; as those by which corn is made to grow in winter in the
natural empire, but they are not like the disciples of primitive times,
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before sectarian ereeds came into heing.  Tt.is enough to say, on this
topic, that the Saviour made the unity of the disciples essential to the
conviction of the world; and he that atterepts it independent of this
essential, sets himself against the wisdom and plans of heaven, and aims
at overruling the dominion and government of the Great King. On
this subjeet we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, because
the people are dull of hearing. But we shall leave this prayer for the
present, having just introduced it, and noticed the argument of it, by
reminding the reader that instead of human creeds, promoting the unity
of the disciples, they have always operated just the reverse; and
are in dinmetrical opposition to the wisdom and benevolence of the
Heavens. Should the christian community be united upon the West-
minster, or Methodistic, Baptist, or any human creed, then the plan of
heaven is defeated, theapostles disgraced, the Saviowr's prayer unanswer-
ed, and the whole order of heaven frustrated, and the throne of the
universe subverted. e that advocates the necessity of creeds of human
contrivanée to the unity of the church unconsciously impeaches the
wisdom of God, arraigns the benevolence of the Saviour, and censures
the revelation of the Spirit. He, without reflection, attempts to new
madify the empite of reason, of morality and religion ; to rise above, not
only the apostles, but the Saviour himself, and arrogates to himself a
wisdom and philanthropy that far surpasses, and in fact covers with
disgrace, all those attributes that rise to our view, and shine with incom-
parable effulgence in the redemption of man

THE GOSPEL.
No. xiv.
LETTERS TO A FRIEND—No. 2.

My Frienn :—The penetrating mind which I have always regarded
you as possessing, will have enabled you to perceive, that, in treating
upon the subject of faith, I have not been speaking of what is generally
or populavly caled f.uth It is to the New Testament, and not to
popular opinion, that you have becn referred. A Roman faith, a
Mormon faith, a camp-meeting faith, or any other faith but that which
results from the hearing of the -gospel, is not a faith worthy of any
recommendation whatever. Please bear this in mind, and judge of
what is said, not by prevailing theories, or the gentilities of newly
contrived and humaunly maintained views, but by the w ord of the hvmg
God, by which word we ourselves shall be judged.
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And permit me here to explain myself relative to the propriety of
spenkmg so fully, freely, and emp‘m\cally upon this topic. Itis'a
'\pry common practice for profcmors of all achools, when they differ
from each other, to argue upon the sibject of baptlsm, weekly observ-
ances, and the externals of rehglon lee most of our popuiur customs,

R this pmcme is extremely pernicious.  Old Babylon i5 the city whence
ﬁns ‘practice camé. It séems to argue that religion is a system of
'abstmct cerémonies, and perpendicular éxternals, rather than impress
upon us “that ordm.mces are simply the medium of e.n;oymg a living
reuhty which engages and happifies the mind, soul, and spirsi. There
is no beauty, no utllity, o propriety in any of the gospel ordinances to
. a person destitute of " faith. Coaches and rail-cars will as readily move
of themseh ¢s withiout motive power, as any of- the sons of Adam will
_perform a single act in sttending to any ordinance in-Christ’s house
thhout faith. You wil: find this seritiment in strict consistency with
the aposﬁes’ word and the apostles’ practlce The first thing with them,
'was, the testxmony concerning Jesus'to prodiice faith, which immedi-
ately ‘prodiiced, a yielding and obedient disposition; and-when - this
j fmth  produ.ag this disposition, was produced in the Lieart, the believer
was fqlly prepared to obscrve and dbey without:reserve the whole com-
'.m:mdments of God: Hence the éxcéllent apology I have for speakmg
largcly upon the sibject of faith,

You are more fortunate than myself if you have not been touched
‘to the "quick, and partially if not wholly disgusted; by & carping. zeal
which over-strains itself t0 make converts by a half debating and , half
declamatory dogmatism upon what I shall call the physicals of religion.
The gospel, with me, taken as a. whole, may be compared to a living
men. Every man hasa mind and a body His body is not himself—
his body is not his mind; hut his mird is in his body; and his body and
‘mind together, constxtute hxmself A man has arms, hands, ana a
head ; but arms, hands, and heads, hunibeted by the dozen; score, or
hundre:i, would not miake the being we call man. Now- the gospel is
a system of spmtual life. It embraces ordinances. But ordinances
are not the gospel. ' N either are they the life of the gospel. . True; we
have n9 spiritual life without ordinances, any. more than we-have natural
‘hfe without physical functions. The gospel has its testimony; ite falth
its precepts, and its ‘hopes; anid wbdt “ God has Jomed together let no
man separaf,e n e

. I#, then, we are “désirous of ‘posséssing and enjoying the hfe dwmc,
itis imperative that we begm where the first zeachers began, and end
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where they ended.  They Dbegan with testimony. This testimony
wrought faith. .And this faith, procucing « compliant disposition; made
every subject of it practice ail that the Xuviow commanded.

But it must not he forgotten thaet something defivite was to be said
concerning what I hinted in wmy last. T have now arvived ut the proper
place to redeem my pledge. It was stated. and, in fact. agreed, fivst,
that Christ on his departave Lft o will; second, that tiere nust be
confidence in this will of Jesus; thivd, that this conildence is found in
faith, or to express the same thing in other words, wherever faith is
found we find confidence. Now what is implied in o will? Let us
place before us, if you please, a human will, and see what it imports.
You cannot object to agrecing with me when I say that two things at
least are implied in every will thet is wade.  Tirst, it iy not a vague
and indefinite document which can be made to speak a. a thousand
different people may please, but a document in which certain thingsare
definitely, positively, and nnalterably stated.  Sceond, the will, accord-
ing to the fair meaning of its words, is to be excented. o express the
two ideas in hrief, a will is a plain and positive instrument, and, after
the decease of its author, it requires to be enforced, exceuted, carried
out, or fulfilled.

These two things granted, two other things follow as certainly as light
comes from the sun.  The administrator of » will is not allowed to act
as he pleases, but he must be governed by the document legally prepared
by the anthority of the deceased. And every porson to whom the will
refers, or to whom the will appropriates something, is not permitted to
receive and aceept as it seems to him desirable, but he obtains his just
portion according to the terms of the will.

The apostles are the divine administrators of the divine will.  You
and I, and all others, have our inheritance appointed, as specificd hy the
Saviour’s will, made known to us hy the rightful administrators. Now
remember, that we are of one mind respecting the duty of the admin-
istrator, and the person for whom he administers. Both parties, we
agree, are to be regulated by the will.  One more point settled, and I
shall be ready to take 2 destructive aim at the unedifying doctrine of
various faiths, and the monk-made doctrine of faith surrounded and
clonded with doubts. This one point will he settled by proving' that
the Saviour in his will makes provision to test every man who makes any
pretention to acknowledge him.

The will of the Saviour in respect to the apostles, in eflcet, was, Go

—preach—he my witnesses—make disciples. Hence, according to this
F
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message, the apostles at Ieast had something to do—something not only
to helieve, but to perform.  They were to go among the nations; they
were to preach Josus; they were to make dizeiples. ITow did they
make disciples? Without & knowledge of the gospel 2 No.  Without
faith? No. Without a new disposition? No. Without making the
christian confession? No.  Without baptism? No. The proot of
all these I may therefore reserve, for you admit cnough for my present
object. We arc united in saying that the will of Clrist appointed
something for the apostles to do, and something for every one to do who
was made a disciple.  The premises are now complete, and let us gather
up the admissions :—

Ist. Christ has a will.

2nd. This will is both definite and unchangeable.

3d. The apostles are its administrators.

4th. Faith is required.

5th. This faith signifies confidence.

6th. Confidence is tested by obedience, and hexce it follows wherever
there is confidence there is obedience.

Now, my friend, please join together the first and last link of this
chain, and observe as they mect each other how they erush your two
faiths into lifelessness.  There is, you perceive, one obedience of one
will: for we have agreed that a will is an instrument which does not
signify everything. nothing, or anything, aceording as taste may dictate,
bui something definitely positive and positively defirite ; and we agree
also, that, as there is one will, and this will calls for confidence, there
cannot be two faiths, for we have said that faith signifies confidence,
and therefore two faiths would imply two kinds of confidence, which
would be an absurdity equal to saying that two kinds of light came
from the one sun in the heavens.  As there cannot be two deseriptions
of light eminating from one source of light, so there canmot be two
deseriptions of confidence growing out of one will.  Different kinds of
confidence is intelligible, but different kinds of confidence is impos-
sible.

Hence, I shall regard your two faiths as being struck-on both sides
of the head, ready to expire, if they have not alveady given up the
ghost. Testimony there is in abundance to show, that there is one
Saviour, having one will, with one plin meaning, exceuted by one class
of administrators, calling for one faith, and reguiring one uniform obe-
dience. Soon as our speculators in religious systems prove to the world
there is two Saviours and two wills; T shall for my part he prepared to
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reconsider and retract the preceding facts and logical deductions. But
I will illostrate this subject still further in another letter.

I have as much paper left as I have patience and time, to consider
the question of doubts intermixed with faith. My pen is extremely
restless when some of these delusions require attack.  Let me ask, if
some rich gentleman left to you in his will a piece of land upon condi-
tion that you added his name to your owr, could there be any room to
doubt your title to the gift, after complying with the terms of the will?
If doubts arose in yowr mind, one of two things would be evident.
Either the gentleman’s title to what he willed was not legal, or that you
had not obeyed the conditions of the will.  Leaving you for the present
to your owa reflections,

Iam,
Yours most faithfully,
D. Ouvmaraxt.

RIGHTS OF LAYMEN.

For more than half a century past no theme has heen more popular,
no topic has been more fully discussed, than the rights of men. But
our theme is not the rights of men, but the rights of laymen.

Sowe, no doubt, will inguire, What isa layman?  We answer, a man
is the creature of God, but a lay-man is the creature of priests.  God
made men, but priests made laymen.  In the religious world we often
hear of clergy and laity. Thesc are terms of Grecian extraction.  The
term clergy denotes the Tord's Tot, or people; the term laity denotes the
<common herd of mankind, or thic clergy’s lot or people.  We shall attend
first to the inalienabie rights of the lity, and secondly to the inalien-
able rights of the brethren in Christ. :

In the first place, a layian has a right to consider himself as
possessed of five senses, viz. seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling, and
feeling.  If misfortune or vice has not deprived him of the use of any
of them, he is always to bear in mind that his Creator gave him eyes,
cars, 2 mouth, nose, and hands, and that he designed he should use them
all. These five senses completely adapt man to this present world.

Now a layman is endowed with all these senses as well as a priest.
Therefore he is to use them, and believe their testimony in preference
to any thing a priest tells him.  For example: Ifa priest tell him that
he can turn wine into blood, and bread into flesh, the layman must taste
them, and if this blood have still the taste of wine, and this flesh of
bread, he must helieve his senses in preference to the priest’s tongue.
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T'or God gave him those senses, and they are to he relied on more firmly
than the words of any man. Dut let it he remembered that those five
senses give a man no other intelligence than what eoncerns the material
world around ki, they eannot introduce him to an acquaintance with
a world of spirits, or a future state.  But in otder to fit him for this,
God has given him another elass of freultics which exist in his spirit,
as thosc senses exist in Lis body. These faculties are alt comprized in
one sentence, which affirms man to be a reasonable being:  But each of
the ficulties which constitute a reasenable heing, are as distinet from
one another as are his five senses. The eye and the car are not more
distinet than perception and reflection, than memory and judgnicnt.
‘[hese being within the man, ave not so casily apprehended as his senses
which are without. The spirit of o man dwells within him, and as
through windows, views, through the five scuscs, the abjects around
him.  What it cannot perccive through onc of those windows, it can
discern throngh another.” Besides this, it can look upon itself and
heeome conscious of its ownactions.  But these are nét so obvious to
all. mankind. The mass of men attend much more to what is pasqng
without than to what is passing within them, and therefore know mere of
the former than of the latter.  But of all the faculties with which the
spirit of man is endowed, none exalt him so high, none put him in the.
possession of inteliigence sv impertant as the fuculty of lelicving.
Whether this faculty be a combination of other facultics, or one distinct
from all others, is not worthy of & moment’s xmestw'xtwn as every
man knows that he can and does believe Inunan testimony when it
possesses certain attributes. Indeed, all that we do know, and all
that we are assur~d of beyond the narrow sphere of our own expericneg
'md ol:iservation, all that we know of the past. the present, and the
fu;ure, beyond the limits of our horizon, we have .xccqmrcd by this
faculty of believing.

The testimony of God iz addressed to, and fitted for, this faculty of
helieving, \vith which he has endowed man, and of -which he cannot be
dj xested so long as he is rational, exeept by his own depravity—as by
ai abandoned course a man may destroy, or sear his own conscicnee
until it is past fecling, so he may abuse his faculty of believing, so far
as to helieve a e and reject the truth,

Butin makinga B:ble. the author of it kas indircetly given us some
of the best lessons in the world upon this faculty of believing. By
.xi:tawiuw to it and stamping upon it; and working into it certain ev iden-
ces of its origin, he has taught us what a bcmg like man réauires, in
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order to gi\'ing. full ercdence to testinong, human or divine. In
adapting this book to fallen men, he has shown us what this faculty of
believing now is, and not what it once was.  Aud he has given so-mucl
of ihis sort of-evidenee ax to vender every man inexeusable who
continues in wnhelicf. o

To conelnde this item, we would add, that by our reasoning faculties
we are to try and determine whether the hook ealled the Bible came
froin heaven or from uien ; and having deteriniued that God is its author;
we are then o reecive its instruetions and Lindiicitly to follow them. It
is; then in the second place, the inalienable vight of all Taymetrto esamine
the sacred w ritings for themsclves, and to exercise this faculty with
which God has endowed them and not {0 helieve what the chuirch believes,
ror how the chureh helieves, because the ehnrch believes it; but ta jlld ae
and act for; and from themselves.—xiruel,

(OVETOUSNESS—BENEVOLENCE. - .
No. 1L )
¢ As we have op; mu.m ty, let us ¢o yood unto aill.?

Tus author whom wé quoted so largely in our first article, has fur-
atislied us with ample proof that covetous professors are mﬂiclently
nmnerous on the other side of the At..u.t-cf and hefore we apply his
observations and evidences to our own conutry and our own people, we
are willing to relieve the subject by 2 brief consideration of the pieasure
implied in benevolence. We are fully persuaded that every prmcxple
and pmchec of the religion of Jesus tends to ]mnpmcss. and therefore
we argue that as beney alesice occupics a very promment place in the
(,brlsmn institution, evéry fellow-citizen who is po<sc<sed of benieve:
lence must be Inpu) in the precise ratio that happitess is related to
benevolence. ' . '

Few ndeed scem to be aware that the Saviour designs our happiness
inall the arrangements and ordiraizees of the christian house, and hence
there éxists a full degr c¢ of «Lopixcmn when we <pcﬂ\ of the connexion
betweer cliristin generosity ind true enjoyment.  Still, we contend
for this divine medium of delight. A community whose nicmbers love
one another, must he happy : for # léve works no il but ah\"tys works
good, :md allows no opportunity to pass withéut <(.cl\mg thie advanta.ge
and’ lnppmccs of all. - Now henevolenée is one of the clief ingrédients
of love; for theve is wo possibility of loving another without at the
same time expericncing a well proport mncd desire to administér bénefit.
Heriee a socicty of Tenevelent persons, is a society where we firid Tap-
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piness.as complete as can he found in this carthly tabernacle, because
eacl member of such a socicty aims to alleviate the suffering and pro-
auste the enjoyment of all with whom he iy associated.

Covetousness, in all its moods and operations, stands in hold contrast
avith benevolence ; and, therefore, while benevolence looks with a kindly
-eye upon the interests of others, the spirit of covetousness has no power
1o sce any ohjeet as worthy of regard beyond self.  While, therefore,
henevolence secks the advantage of all, covetousuess secks only its own
advantage: and here we hegin to prove the disparity of pleasure ex-
perienced by the covetous man and the man of benevolence. For, in
‘the. first place, the person who desires to benefit himself to the exclu-
sior of, all others, .adwitting he seeks real henefit, has too small a scope
in which to operate. The field, if we may use the figure, is not large
-enough ; so that although the fruit should be of the right quality, there
-can be no abundance. If, then, he derives pleasure from administering
good to himself, his pleasure must be comparatively limited, for the
benefit, which is the source of his joy, is narrowed to a single man.

But sceondly, the selfish maw’s pleasure is really not of the proper

«quality. The enjoyment aceruing from benevolenee, and the enjoyment
derived from ecovetousness, bear no greater resemblance to cach other
than an “angel in the realms of light, and a demon in the blackness of
dar}me% T’xc selfish soul is contracted to the dimensions of a needle’s
ey ‘e, and heeomes at length so base, griping, callous, and narrow, that,
mste.\d of producing dclwht a constant increasing remorse and dis-
camf.xctwn acerues to its possessor upon every anxious movement.
i btxll in the third place, even if the personal pleasure of a covetous
prmcxple, both as respects quality and extent, was, in the exercise of it,
equal to the personal pleasure of a benev olent prmuplc, the man of
<christian benevolence would be greatly richer in happiness; for the
pleasure of benev olence multiplics, increases, and continues, while the
ple'usurc of covetousness must always be shortlived. A benevolent
act may not only be reflected upon for years with as much satisfaction
g 't'hc actor as-when he first acted benevolently, but the remembmnce
«of it in the mind of many others who were reecivers of benefit, and the
accumulated blessings they pronounce upon the benefactor, perpetuate
and swell the enjoyment which benevolence invariably carries with it.

" A fourth consideration will farther show the athantagc and pleasure
of. benevolence. Tndependently of all carthly benefit in the manner
a]rcady described, secured either to ourselves or others, there is a
boundless satxsf’tcuon resulting from christian benevolence, when it is
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known that it meets the approbation of God, and that there is a reward
for it in another world. The Lord smiles upon henevolent action.
« Blessed are the mereifal, for they shall obtain mercy.” e

If, thei, we have not strayed away from sound reasoning and correet
conclusions, there is, we must acknowledge, an intimate and inseparabie
connexion between henevolence and happiness.  God himself is perfectly
benevolent. e is also perfectly happy. And ke desigus that the
children of his love shall be happy as they are confurmed to himgelf
in his benevolence. Accordingly, all who are, in deed and: in truth,
among the “peculiar people,” experience with joy the saying of tl‘lfz
Saviour, “It is more blessed to give than to receive;” for this is a
ieafity, and not a mere expression. ) o

But still it may be argued that while the benevolence to which .we
refer is altogether excellent in securing the welfare of the many, it is
not so heneficial to ourselves. To this class of objectors; we, in tlie
meantime, reply in the language of the following extract, taken from
a newspaper, and entitled, ¢ Z%e ¥ay to be Huppy” :— )

“ A story is told of two travellers in Lapland, which throws more
light on the art of being happy than a whole volume of precepts and
aphorisms. Upon a very cold day in winter, they were driving along
in a sledge, wrapped up in furs from head to foot. Even their fuces
were mostly covered ; and youcould see hardly anything but their eye
brows, and these were white and glistening with frost. At length they
saw a poor man who had sunk down, benumbed and frozen in the
snow. “We inust stop and help him,” said one of the travellers. # Stop.
and help him1” replied the other; “you will never think of stopping on.
such a day as this! We are half frozen ourselves, and ought-te be'at.
our journey’s end as soon as possible.” ¢ But I cannot, leave this man
to perish,” rejoined the more humane traveller; “ I must go to.his:
relicf;” and he stopped his sledge. ¢ Come,” said he, “ come help me to-
rouse him.” ¢ Not I, replicd the other, “I have too much regard for:
muy own life to expose niyself to this freezing atmosphere any rnidre than
isnecessary. I will sié here and keep myself as warm as I can, till you.
come back.” N

So saying he resolutely kept his seat, while his companion hastened to-
the relief of the perishing man, whom they had providentially discover-
ed. The ordinary means for restoring consciousness and activity were
tried with complete success. But thie kind-licarted traveller was so
‘intent upon saving the life of a fellow-creature, that he had forgotten his
‘own exposure; and what was the consequence? Why, the veryieffort.
.which he had made to warm: the strunger warmed himself! .And.thus
he had a two-fold reward. He had the sweet consciousness of .doing o
benevolent act, and he also found himself glowing from head to fooﬁiy
reason of the exertions which he had made.  And how was it with his
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companion, who had been so mucl aftaid of exposing himself?  Hewas
almost ready to freeze, notwithstanding the efforts he had been making
to keep warm! The lesson derived from this little incident is very
obvious. Weareall teavellers to o distant cowidry. At every step of
our journey we find other travelleis, who need our friendly aid.  Nay,
God has brought them around our path in great numbers ;—and, far as
the eye can reach, we see their dense and gloomy rank.  Now there
are two ways of mecting these objeets of Christian sympathy and
brotherly regard. We can go forward with the stern purpose of a
sclfish and unloving spirit, saying, in reply to every appeal which is
addressed to our better feelings, * Depart in peace, be ye warmed and
filled ;” or we can say with the warm-hearted traveller, T cannot sec
this man perish; I must hasten to his relief,” - Aud the rule which we
adopt for our guidance in such cases will determine the ynestion, whether
we are to be happy or unhappy.—The man who lives only for himself,
cannot be happy. (Yod does not smile upon him ; and his eonscience
will give him no peace. . But he forgets himself in his desire to do good,
not only becomes a blessing to others, but opens a perpetual fountain of
jpy‘ in his own bosom.”

Here we shall leave the subject for the present. ‘
Coxnueron.

-

A,

' iFrnm the Neie Yorl: Qbserver.]
. THE DEAD DISCIPLE. -
I was speaking of such an one, when my friend exclaimed, in
siirprise, “ But I saw him pass here notan hour ago, apparently as well
asany man.” I cannot help that. Tk« disciple I saw was dead, and
1 have so many proofs that he was dead that I cannot be mistaken about
it: - I will hand the facts over to you, and yowmay judge for yousrelf.

1. He was mntionless. Something of a sigh of death that, T think.
Th‘é})égf{ that treats of such things, which I am in the habit of consulting,
says that living disciples %7 the race that.is set before them,” and
“aall: and are not faint;” and that they “Zadm™ and “strive,” and
“fight the good fight of faith,” and all that. But not one of these
things did' I see the diseiple in question doing.

2. And'he was cold too, which 4s death-like certainly. And cold
he was, at.the place where, if there be coldness, there certainly must be
death, i. e: at the heart. _ A man’s heart cold, and yet he alive! Who
ever heard of such a thing? The heart keeps warm till the last,as.X
have always understéod the matter, and when the warmth *here is all
gbﬁe', then it is all over with a man, and he is dead. ’ '

S-. And when I add that he was speecidess, you will certainly begin
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to think I am not mistaken about his being dead. Living disciples
know how to talk, for I have it from the eminent medical work above:
referred to; that they that “of old feared the Lord, spake often one to
another.”™ And much, is said about ® exhorting one another.” And
disciples that have life are known to pray, and to beseech and to entreat,
and council, and advise, and so on; all of which implies speech. But
he was speechless of whom I now write. And I could not but put this:
in as one of the proofs that he was dead.

4. I shall add but one proof more. A& thecfforts made to bring hivy
tolife wtterly failed. There were some very stringent applications used.
I saw some of the physicians in the country take him in hand. And
verily they used such agencies, that if there had been any life in him,
they must have brought it to light. They looked up the old medical
books, anid in the best one of them all, they found an dccount of - a very.
extraordinary remedy, which was to bé used in such cases. It wag
tgharper than any two:edged sword, piercing to the dividing asunder
of the joints and the marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.” The medical men united in -affirming that there
was nothing in their whole stock that was to-be compared with this..
And they. said if this did not restore animation, there was an end to
all their resources, and they must give up that the disciple was really
dead: And they tried it, and I am a witness that they did it faitbfully,
but not a,spark of life could they find. .He was a dead dlsclple That
ig the whole of it.

That disciple being dead as the above facts amply testify, I shall take
thelliberty to deliver a short sermon over him.

-1. He died as a fool dieth. * He had no business to die. It was his
business to live. There was a human being more unworthily occupied:
than that disciple when-he let the spiritural pulse:stop beating. The
highest authority that is known in the universe had enjoined, that he
should be “alive 20 God ;" and he was as-much bound to obey that
injunction as-any other. And not to keep it, was as great an act of
folly as any human being could possibly commit.

2. Hewasasuicidé. People have to die, when certain circumstances
occur. They cannot help. it. But it was not so with this.disciple..
There- was no more need of Lis parting with spiritual life than of his
committing theft or murder. Andheknewit. He was biddén tolive,
by voices sweet ‘as. the angels, and louder than the waves of the:ses.
And'he ouglit to have obeyed them. And a shame it was, arid:a great’
sin, that he did not obey them: The Bible told him hehust not die,

G
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and consclence told him to Zive godly in Christ Jesus. And faithful
christian friends lifted up their voico. But it was all in vain. He
would die.

A dead disciple! There is something sad in the thought. If it

was only natural death we might be comforted. But it was worse than
that. It is spiritual death.  There is occasion for great lamentation

over him. He will take part in that lamentation himself by and by. I
wish to see him weep now, that he may not lament forever while suffer-
ing the death that never dies! Sivon.

REPLY.
JTra, N. Y., February 8th, 1848.

Dear Brotrer Oripraxt:—I found an exception taken to a single
gentence in one of my articles, in the first number of the % Witness,”
to which I should have replied ere now, had I not been prevented by
illness; and my band is now so unstc 1y that I am not certain that
you will be able to decipher what I may write.

Tincidentally stated, that there is a wide difference between the
Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Christ” I am asked to “make the
‘wide difference’ more clear;” and 1 Pet. 1. 10, 11, and 12, is quoted as
militating against my position. I might pass this passage in silence, as
the objector was logically bound to show that it had some bearing on
the argument, but for his benefit and the benefit of others, I will say,
that passage proves nothing with me so far as this subject is concerned,
for the following reasons:—

1. The phrase, “of Christ,” is not to be found in many COPIOS of the
original ; in which it reads, “#%e Spirit which was in them,” not afirm-
ing whose Spirit it was.

2. Other copies of the original read as follows :— The Spirit of God
which was in them.”

3. Because of its singularity ;—for if the Greek concordance can be
trusted, there is no place where this phrase is applied to the Spirit
dwelling in the phopliets; which being in all other places called “the
Spirit,” « the Holy Spirit,” &e. is strong presumptive evidence that the
phrase “of Christ” is an interpolition. So I dispose of that passage.

T helicve there is a difference between the Holy Spirit and the Spirit
of Christ for the reasons following :—

1. Christ, in speaking of the Holy Spirit, says—1 will pray the
Tather, and He shall give you another Comfortor ;” and ¢ the Comfor-
tor, which is the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
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he shall teach you all things,” &e. Nuw, if they are the same, why
did Christ use this language? I bave shown in a former essay, that
when the Holy Spirit was received it conferred the power of working
miracles ; now it is said, “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he
is nonc of his,” from which it follows that, if the Holy Spirit and
the Spirit of Christ are cne and the same, no man is Christ’s except
he have the power of working miracles. While Christ was here
he said, “1f I go not acay the Comfortor (Holy Spirit) we/l not come
wnto yow,” and that it “proceedeth from the Iather.’ Christ’s Spirit
(in our brother’s sense) must necessarily have ¢ procceded” from him.
self, and was with him when here, which would ke in direct opposition
to the foregoing passages.

2. Paul says, “because you are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son (Christ) into your hearts, erying, Abba, Father,” which
Spirit a man must have to he one of Christ’'s. Now the Samaritan’s
“reccived the word of God,” and as a consequence, “ believed,” and
“were baptized, both men and women.” They were now Christians,
and had, therefore, received the © Spirit of Christ;” but they had not
received the “ Holy Spirit,” and did not for some days, therefore they
are not one and the same Spirit.

3. The «Spirit of Christ” is reccived because we “are sons,” and
not before we are adopted into the family of God. But when Peter
first preached to the Gentiles, they received the Holy Spirit before they
obeyed Christ, hefore they were sons, and even before Peter had finished
speaking.

4. Paul says, that the “ mighty signs and wonders” exhibited by him,
or the miracles performed weve “dy the powar of the Spirit of God.
Why, then, say that it is by the spirit of Christ?

But I am also asked whas ¢ Paul and Peter mean by the term, Spirit
of Christ”” I have alrcady shown that there is no good reason for
believing that Peter ever used this phrase, and will, therefore, proceed
to give my opinion with regard to Pauls use of it. The word here
translated “spirit,” is also defined “temper, disposition, affections,
inclination, &e. I understand it to mean mind, temper, or disposition,
in Romans, and also in Galatians, and in this sense it can be properly
said that God ¢ hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son.” Mr. Macknight,
in his critical notes on Gul. iv. 6, says—as the phrase sent fortl is
used, verse 4, to express the coming down of Christ from heaven, many
are of opinion that the apostle is here speaking, not of God’s infusing
the temper of his Son into the hearts of the believing Gentiles, but the
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cffusion of the Iloly Ghost upon them,” &e. The reason here given
for this belief is worth just nothing, and our author does not appear to
aceept of it, for he says, if “ the apostle meant the dispositions of God's
Son infused into their hearts, his reasoning is equally conclusive.” So
say I He again says that the adoption “implies that they are the
sons of God by possessing the dispositions of his sons” In this we
agree. By submitting to Christ we beeome the adopted sons of God,
and when the obedience required to constitute us sons is rendered, we
feel that we arce sons, and we have all those filial feelings which no man
can have before becoming a christian,

I would write more if my health would permit; but I am constrained
to close by hoping that these hasty thoughts may prove satisfactory to
father Mcuzies, and useful to the world.

Yours in search of Truth,
J. M. Suparp.

LETTER FROM BROTHER ASIL.
Oshawa, February 6th, 1848.

Broruer Ovipraxt—Dear Sir:—1I have just finished reading the
2d number of the third volume of the “ Witness.” I have carefully
observed the progress of the ¢ Witness,” since its youthful commence-
ment, both in matter and manner. I think I can observe in it a marked
progress towards maturity. I am more than pleased with the 1st and
2d numbers of volume three. You no doubt feel more at home in
your own office, where those were published, and will of course be bet-
ter prepared to make future numbers more interesting and profitable.

I observe you have quite an increase in the number of your corres-
pondents. T am not 2 liitle gratified to observe among them the name
of my friend and brother, James Buchanan, Esq., ex British Consul
af New York. The old man, althongh loaded with this world’s honors,
and his hair white as the paper upon which I write, is still vigorous
and active in the discharge of christian duty. While in attendance at
his delightful residence, at the Falls of Niagara, about a year and a
half ago, T was shown a large room where himself, family, and a few.
disciples of the blessed Lord met cvery Lord’s day to break the em-
blematic loaf. No ordinary cffeet was produced upon my own mind
while in conversation with him. To see 2 man whose name is registered
among kings and nobles, who might fill some high seat in the fashion-
able places of worship in popular christendom, I say to see such an-
one step aside, and in that secluded and unpopular manner worship
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his adorable Redeemer—is no small proof of the power of pure and
undefiled religion upon the heart.

Let no one think I am flattering while I thus write. My object is
to show the possibility of being 2 humble and devoted christian not.
withstanding he may be highly honorable in the 2orld’s estimation.

I hope he may with you continue to witness to the truth—and shall
I be gratified to sec his name often at the end of something .good? I
hope so. .

I also observe the names of brother James Menzies, of Esquesing,
and brother Wm. Bradt, of Bronte Mills, have become correspondents,
I trust they will often grace the pages of the Witness. What has
become of brother Thornton and brother Elliot, of Dundas? Have
they forgotten how to write? or arc they so engaged with pills, bottles,
and drugs that they have no time? If so, what a pity.

Your brother in truth and virtue,
Josrrir Asm.

VALUE OF RELIGION.

¢ Scripture is the only cure of wo!

‘That field of promise, how it flings abroad
Its odor o’er the christian’s thorny road:
The soul reposing on assured relief,

Feels herself” happy amidst all her grief,
Forgets her labor, as she toils along;
‘Weeps tears of joy, and bursts into a song.”

Nothing, to every person whose views are enlightened and dispas-
sionate, is so valuable, so momentous as religion; the religion of the.
New Testament—the rcligion of the cross of Christ; that religion
which flows from heaven, which is derived immediately from the Sa-
viour, which centres in the Redeemer’s character and work, and which
is communicated and enjoyed by the agency of his Spirit. = It is iden-
tified with everything that is great and ennobling, it is associated with:
cverything that is engaging and lovely. It is inseparable from every-
thing that is holy. It is allied to everything that is benevolent and.
useful. It embraces all that is essential to our best interests in ever
condition of life, and in the prospect of every change of life. If this
religion so clearly unfolded by the Son of God, be understood and
enjoyed by us, what, that is really valuable, can we want? if it be not.
possessed by s, what, that is in the highest degree desirable and impor-
tant, do we not require?

It is ¢ the pearl of great price,’ to enrich us for ever. Tt is the ¢ balm
of Gilead; a celestial cure for every wound—a celestial remedy for.
every disorder. It is the ¢well of salvation’ opened with the express
design topurifyandbless. Ttisthe ‘wateroflife; intendedand calculated
to enliven, and to render happy, throughout cternity. Nothing that
is earthly, however costly and precious, can for a moment be compared.:
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with the religion of the bible; indeede (.‘.'crvtlm)gelselsv alueless. and utter

vanity when compared with it. Let thon the first st, the last, the unceas-
ing inquiry be, ¢is this religion ours? Never let us think of comparing
'mythmg with religion ; should we do so, we are chargeable with igno-
rance the most profom:d with error the most pernicious, with folly the
most eriminal—Lxirace.

A

POWER OF TRUTH.

A learned Dominican, and most fanatical champion of the Catholie
faith, had presented himself at the géneral couneil assembled by Gus-
tavas Vasa. Incited by the continual references to Luther, he resolved
to proceéd to Germany, and undertake the conversion of that Reformer.
Confident of success, the zealous Doninican set forward.  But what
befell? Te returned firom Witleinberg an carziest Protestant, became
one of the most powerful advoeates of Luthcrism thas chden could
boast, and united himself in marriage to a nin.  Iie became in many
ways 4 highly influential agent in the firm establishment of Protestant-
ism, and remained o most zealous defender of e dectrines he had
vowed himself to subvers.”

SPECIAL NEWS.
Painfloet, 31st Junuary, 1848,

Broruer Ouremast :—More good news.  Yesterday, (Lord’s day,)
two happy young sisters were buried with their Saviour in baptism, in
accordance with primitive custom. The old Jerusalem gospel is
beginning to take effect here. It was a joyful sight, to bel u)ld these
females in the presence of nearly all the young people in the vicinity,
descend boldly into the stream, tiie jve having been removed, and thus
proclaim: to the world by this act a determination to live for Jesus the
rest-of their days. The older one while advancing to the water sung
some appropriate lines, which rendered the sceae interesting and im-
pressive. I never before felt so solemn as on this oceasion. Pray.
earnestly, dear brother, that these precious souls may be = lively stones™
in the Redeemer’s kingdom. '

AL A A

A. CrLENDENAN.

A letter from brother Thomas Bradt, who was the first to “feed the
flock” in these parts, ennfirms the above testimony. These reports are
altogether welcome. While many scem to ¢ grow weary” and linger on
their way with “ drooping hearts,” it is doubly animating to learn that
in- some localities there is life, joy, and prosperity. From the very
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first we have entertained strong hopes of Wainfleet. The brethren
there began right. They were serious; they were pious; they were
exemplary ; and no community, however hardened, ignorant, and “ slow
of heart to believe,” can long withstand the mighty grace of the gospel
when recommended by living examples of its life-giving and love-pro-
ducing power.

We have been invited, kindly, repeatedly, and pressingly invited, to
visit Wainfleet again. The time, we think, has nearly arrived. For-
mer promises are still remembered. A little patience, brethren, and
we shall be with you, the Lord willing.

It is cheering also to announce, that the brethren in Jordan have
determined to make rencwed eflorts both to save themselves and those
around them. Brother William Palmer, in behalf of the church, re-
qquests us to state, that arrangements have been made to sustain an
Evangelist in that vicinity. A workman of some experience, posses-
sing, among other qualities, the wisdom of years, will be preferred.
Who can be found? Is there no one who reads this paper, a teacher
in Isracl, cither in Canada or the United States, who may be disposed
to suy, ‘I will go to Jordan? No necessity to say, ‘I will pass over
Jordan;’ but rather let the words be, ¢ I am bound for Jordan.’ Any
communication from a brother who inclines to labour for said church,
may be addressed to elder Jobn Sammons.

From these indications, then, we may expect good fruits in the
Niagara Distriet. May we not hope that the celebrated Falls, making
music for the inhabitants of one part of the District, will not make
more noise to the praise of the great Author, than the voice of the
brotherhood throughout Niagars in proclaiming “the glorious gospel
of the blessed God.” D. 0.

PERIODICALS—RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY.

The Christian, volume iv, St. Johns, New Brunswick, appears in
an enlarged form, 32 pages, every month, stitched and covered, and
only One Dollar per volume in advance. Its devoted editor, brother
W. W. Eaton, is doing everything in his power to store its pages with
interesting and edifying matter. 'We shall cheerfully act as agent for
the “ Christian.”

The Canadian Gem, and Family Visitor~—“The design of the
work, is to present a useful and interesting periodical to the reading
public—one that shall interest, elevate, and purify: a work that shall
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do its share toward promoting useful knowledge, benevolent enterprize,
education and religion in our country. Light literature, such as love-
tales, foolish stories, and literary trash, will find no place in its pages.”
So speaks the prospectus of Z%e Gem, published monthly by Joseph
H. Leonard, Cobourg, Canada West, and furnished to subscribers at
the low price of One Dollar per year in advance.

The Calligpean, published semi-monthly, Hamilton, C. W., One
Dollar per annum, payable in advance. This is a neatly printed work
in quarto form, under the superintendance of the Ladies in Burlington

Academy. The effort, so fur, is creditable.
D. 0.

THE SAINT’S ARMOUR.

BY W. A. STEPHENS.

(Ephesians 6th chap., 13-19 verses.)
Avu clad with armour from above,
United let us stand,
With loins all girded round with truth,
A bold determin’d band.

With breast-plates form’d of righteousness,
And feet sccurely shod,

Resolv’d and ready to obey
The gospel of our God.

And in our hands the spirit’s sword
We all must bravely wield,

And hold aloft for our defence
Faith’s bright cclestial shield.

To finish then our panoply,
And make the foemen bow,
Salvation’s helmet safe must guard.
Each firm undaunted brow.

And thus equipp’d, the stoutest foe
‘We cach may safely dare,

But we must watch, and add to all,
Our earnest daily pray'r.

And then, through Him that joved us,
The victory is ours,

And more than conquerors we'll be
O’cr all opposing pow'rs.

: Noreal, 23¢ January, 1818,



