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WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN
CROCKERY, GLASSWARE, LAMP GOODS,
GRANITE IRON WARE,SILVERWARE, &c.

We carry a large and well assorted Stock of:

FURNITURE, CARPETS, MATTRESSES, &c.
WILLARD KITCHEN & CO., FrepericToNnN, N. B. .

JOHN G, ADAMS,

UNDERTAKER,
OPPOSITE COUNTY COURT HOUSE.
Queen Street,

Fredericton.

JOHN H. KcROBBIE,

Whiolesale and Retail

BOOTS,SHOES

AND RUBBERS.
English Uppsrs, Shoe Findings and Leather.

Letter orders promptly attended to.
Samples and prices sent on application.

94 King St., - ST. JOHN, N. B.

<. CHURCH PEWS, _=

Made from any design, in any wood. Send for cute of different styles.

4. SCHOOL DESKS, &

Made of Hardwood, in sizes as laid down in the-School Manual. Send for cuts.

Also,Doors, Windows, Mouldings, Matched Sheathing, Flooring,
Church Gothic Wmdows and all kinds of Circle Work.

EXPERIENCED WORKMEN. A LARGE STOCK OF LUMBER,
Woodstock Wood Working Factory, - Woodstock, N. B.
R. K. JONES, PROPRIETOR.

H. V. DALLING, —YOU CAN GET—
’ HARNESS

For Carriage or Wagon,

Unexcelled for quality of material, excel-
lence of workmanship, and lowness
of prica; at

‘WM. ROBB'S,

204 Union St., St.John,M.B.
Our &dvice tc any of our Readers_»

WHO INTEND PURCHAS!NG

Pianos, Organs & Sewing Machines

searmsnnrermnnrane s S TO WRITE TOrenconnsenconnsonron=,

McMUPRRAY & CO., FREDERICTON, N. B.
They employ no agents, but give the Jarge commission paid agents to their customes.
\Write for terms and prices.  Also headquarters for SABBATH SCEOOL

LIBRARIES, a large stock always on hand at

DEALER IN HAMPDER 17 JEWELS.

Inspector Watches and Clocks
on the C. P.

30 MAIN ST, WOODSTO[}K, N. B.

McMURRAY & CO., Fredericton, N.B -
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Preaching Competitions.

One of the burping questions de-
manding special attention at the
hands of our Church retormers is
that of the cailing of minisiers to |
vacant charges. Reform in the meth-
ods at present in vogue is absolutely |
essential. The present system, in
1ts recent developments, has proved
anything but a success. No surprise
need be excited thereby. Ministers
are only human. Vacancies of any
worth are few. Aspirants are many.
When, therefore, what is called a
gnod vacacy occurs all sorts ana
conditizns of influence, legitimate
and illegittmate, are exercised.  Pro-
cexdirg~ which from their ‘mportance
and character should be models of

otdér and sobriety, are too often | ally if they are already in charge of

tionis of the unscrupulous wirepuller
and the machinations of *he interfer-
ing busybody. The true issues are
forgotten in the vinlence of party
strife, and, after the conflict is over,
the wounds given and received rankle
in the breasts of the excited com:
batants. and poison the springs of
congregational power. Tndeed some |
ministers never get over the bad
start thus made. Their partizans
certainly uphold them, but they meet

|
made tn affo’d scope for the opera- :
|
|
|
|

often engendered by these unseemuy
contests may spend 1tself in tine, bt
its deplorable results remain more or
less p:ronounced.

This may not happen m all cases,
but 't would be fruttless to deny or
ignore the fact that the history of
many church settlements 15 as des-
cnbed above.  Not wnfrequently has
Presh; tery’s power been appealed to
in an attempt to restore peace tu
a riven toagregation. The many
“sphits™ and secessions which have
taken place despite such intervenuon
amply testify to the necd for reform.
Apart from the effect on the congre-
gations themselhies these preaching
competitions tend to  unsetle the
candidates themsehes, more especi-

a dhurch.  No cungregation cares
. <et its minister apparently anawus
to seeh fresh ficlds and pastures new.
It may end favourably if he is suc-
cessful, for then they have the con-
solation of knuwing that others ap-
preciate their munster’s powers and
capabilitics. But when the effort
proves unsuccessful, it has often a
prejudicial influence on the future of
the congregation. Something has
come between the pulpit and the
pew. Alittle rift has been discoveied

only with hindrances and difficulties | which may destroy the harmony and
from the disapvointed supporters of = goud feeling that has hitherto sub-
their rivals The bhad feeling too | sisted, and which will henceforth em:

.
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bitter the friendly intercourse of pas.
tor and people.

Besides these evils the system of
candidating now in vogue is really
the perfection of absurdity. A
church of influence becomes vacant.
A committec is appointed to secure
supply.  Out of a consid=rable num-
ber of applicants the congregational
committee select an indefinite num-
ber called in Scotland * the short
leet.” “These unfortunates—for they
are nothing else—have then to fill
the vacant pulpit on successive Sun-
days, preach their pet sermon in
their most taking manner, and that
is all the evidenze by which the voter
arrives at his decision, 'No real at-
tempt is made to ascertain, in most
cases, the qualifications of the can-
didates with regard to the many other
important duties which a minister is
cal'ed upon to discharge. The can-
didate sfands or falls by that one
day’s work, and may lose the charge,
like Napoleon at the battle of Leip-
zig through the negligence of a cook.

This system is entirely unworthy of
the Presbyterian Church. "It is de-
grading to the ministry, prejudicial
to the people, and of no earthly good
whatever. Our church leaders should
give this matter their serious con-
sideration, for some measure could
surely be devised which, while it
conserved liberty of choice to the
pecple, should at the same time pre-
serve the self-respect of the .candi-
dates. All professions and trades
are suffering from overcrowding, and
-scon t+  Presbyterian Chwch in
Canada, . those of Europe, will

feel the self-same pressure. Then
the evils which flow from elections,
as presently conducted, will grow
and multiply. Even as it is. whis-
pers are rife of canvassing, of appli-
cations for the using of private influ-
ence, and other forms of working
upon the minds of the electors.

“These things are bad enough in pec-

litical contests, but they are doubly
worse when practised in a religious
sphere. To think that the election
of a minister in a Presbyterian
church should depend not on the
unbiased and conscientious opinion
of the yoter, but on the personal
consideration of what he will gain or
lose by his conduct in the matter, is
a grave scandal to the Church-
Some Presbyteries have condemned
the practice, and in Scetland the de-
nunciation has been severe and un-
sparing, but even there no satisfac-
tory solution has been found. None
should know the evils and defects of
preaching cowmpetitions better than:
those who have passed through the
mill. It is for them to speak out
and do what they can to secure the
much needed reform.

To the Auxiliaries of the W. F.
M.S. of St. John Presbyterial.
GREETING :

It seems fitting at this season of
the year, when our minds are so filled
with thoughts of the great mission.
ary, Christ Jesus, whose advent into
our world was heralded by the
angels with songs of ¢ Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace,

AnTan et - Ko $0 F «*‘
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‘

good w'ill to men,” that we should'

be more than everin earnest in send-
ing those glad tidings of great joy
to the peoples who *sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death.”

When we think of what the gift
of God’s dear Son means to us, and
contrast our coadition with that of
those into whose hearts the light of
the gospel has not shined, are we
not filled with mingled feelings of
gratitude and sadness ? Millions
dre perishing daily without God and
without hope in the world, and yet
we do not speed the message of our
King as we should. May God so
bless us and show us our responsi-
bility in this matter, that the coming
days, and months, and years, may
witnes~ such werk done for the Mas-
ter by all our Auxiliaries, as we have
never before accomplished.

Our great need is thorough con-
secration and an intelligent use of
all our God-given faculties. There
is not a member in any of our Aux-
iliaries to whom He has not given,
at least one talent, and to many He
has given more. Let us use ‘hese
talents in His service. Let us strive
to make our monthly meetings se
interesiing and so inspiring that
many more may be led to come up
with us to the help of the Lord
against the mighty. If, at the close
of the year, it could truthfully be
said of every member of our Auxili-
aries, “ She hath done what she
cauld,” what glorious resuits we
would have! May each one of us
resolve, with God’s help, to earn "hat
commendation.

Wishing you all a happy, proslser-
ous New Year,
I am,
Yours respectfully,
JESSIE ROBINSON,
President of Presbyteriql.

The Manse, Monclon,
Xmas 1896.

W. F. M. S. Notes.

HOME NEED.

If 3,000 are really needed in our
Presbytery for Home Mission work,
why is it not forthcoming? When
Jesus sent two of His disciples into
the village for the colt on which He
was to ride into Jerusalem, He said,
« And if any man say unto you why
do ye this? say ye, that the Lord
hath need of him, and straightway
he will send him hither.”

We should remember when money
is asked for this or that church
scheme, that it is simply—the Loid
hath need of it. And it should be
to us a happy privilege to minister
to His need—His cause. He does
not ask of us more than we can give,
but He does expect us togiveas He
has prospered us. Let us each see
to it that we do not withhold what is
His just due.

In this closing month of the year
let us each honestly examine our ac-
count with the Lord.

What have we received from Him?
What have we that wz have not re-
ceived from Him? And what have
we done for Him and for His cause?

You remember that by the old
Mosaic law the offering pres ated to
the Lord was to be of the best of the
flock and first fruits. Have our
offerings this year been the best,
both as regards quantity and quality?
Surely no other offering would be an
acceptable one to Him who is Lord
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of all. He still stands over against
the treasury and credits each one
of us acoording to our ability,

Why does His work here la nguish?
Simply because many have failed to
render the tribute due.

“Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat
in mine house, aud prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if
[ will not open the windows of hea-
ven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enough
to receive it.” Mal. iii. 10. Read
all of the chapter.

OUR HOME MISSION WORK.

In the Nov. number of CurRrcH
AND HoMe, among the W. F. M. S.
Notes. th: question is asked— As
auxiliaries what are we doing 'to-
wards raising the $400 for Heme
Missions?”  Perbaps all are not
fully informed on the matter, and
hence are not able to answer the
question intelligently.

The Presbytery of St. Johnis a
large one in respect to territory, and
the demands on the Home Mission
funds are large, and far beyond the
amount raised for this work. They
fully appreciate the value of organ-
ized effort. and “ence have granted
to the Auxiliaries of the W. F. M. S.

the right to raise money for Home |

as well as Foreign Missions.

Preshytery recommended thatt' e
Presbyterial aim at raising $400 the
current year for this work.

At the annual meeting of the Pres-
byterial at Moncton, in July last, this
recommendation was adopted.

This effort is in no way to lessen
the contributions to the Foreign fund,
it is earnestly hoped that the Foreign
offering will be larger than ever.

The $400 can certainly be-forth-
coming if each one does her desz.
But it must be individual effort, and
each one should hold herself respon-

sible for her full share of the amount.
The following is the detailed ac-
count of the amount raised for
1895-96.
July ' 3. McKenzie Corner,...$3 oo
Bocabec, c.ceeeiee. T 50
Sept. 8. Tredericton Church, 15 0o
Oct. 8. Weisford Auxiliary, 7 oo
16. Stephen’s Church,...12 70
Baillie, DeWolfe and

Linfeld Aux...... 3 50

27. Valley Road Aux..... 1 50

Nov. g. Peterville Church,... 7-85

Dec.zo. Titusville,............. 16 co

Springfield, ............ 3 o0

1896. -

Mar.27. Springfield, ......... .. 3 00

April 8. St. Stephen’s Aux...15 77
+ DeWolfe, Baillie and

Linfield, -........ . 4 61

13. Bocabec, «.c.euc...... 5 63

May 12. Three Brooks,....... 5 o0

Mrs. Mary Edgar,... 2 50

June 6. Valley Road, ...... .. 50

. 12. Kirkland,. veese 5 00

June 8. Welsford,............ . 300

20. Fredericton Aux.,. ..38 0o
Interest fromB.N.Sy 1 53

$157 59

Fredeticton.

The W. F. M. S. of St. Pauls
Church,. Fredericton, held a thank-
offering service on Friday evening,
Nov. 19th, in the * Auld Kirk.”

The Auxiliary was encouraged by
the large attendance of the women
and girls of the church, and hy the
liberal offerings. The cpening ex-
ercises of the service were led by the
pastor. Then followed an excellent
address by Mrs. MacFarlane, the
president. The Secretary submitted
a report of the Society's work for-the
past six years. Several other papers
were read, and two solos were sung.
These, together with a chorus and
two recitations from the Mission
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Band, completed the programme.
$37.05.was the amount of the offer-
ings. This is the first thank-offering
seivice that the Society has held, hut
we feel sure that it will not be the
last one It was but “a token of
good things to come.”

Woodstock Items.

The W. H. and F. M. Society
keld its Annual Meeting Tuesday,
Dec. 1st.  The reports were quite
satisfactory. The money raised this
year was divided equally between
Home and Foreign Missions.

Mrs. F. Rankin was unanimously
re-elected President for the ensuing
year. '

The young ladies of the * Band
at Howe,” held a Pink Tea in Mr.
Graham’s Opera House, second floor
which was kindly donated by Mrs.
Graham for the purpose. The tables
were beautifuily decorated with pink,
and fairly groaned with the good
things upon them, while the waiters
- in their pretty pink caps and aprons
were all attention, adding much to
the beauty of the scene. The table
of fancy and useful articles was drap-
ed with pink, as was also the table
of home-made candy, and the ice
cream table. Lamps with large pink
shades cast a beautiful Jight over all.
It was a decided success, the sum of
$71.0c being realized.

The «nnual collection for the debt
of St. Paul’s Church was taken in
November. The Trustees were thus
enabled to pay 8250 on the debt
this year, reducing it to $200, which
they hope to cover in the course of.
another year. .

The Christian Endeavour Society,
which holds its meetings on Friday
evenings, is becoming a great source
of nelp to the young people, in draw-
ing them into Church work, and in
developing their Christian life. It

was through the efforts of our pastor,
Rev. James Whiteside, that this
Society was organized. Thus far it
has been a success.

The annual meeting of the True
Blue Mission Band of St. Paul’s
Church, Woodstock, was held on
the roth of Nov., when a parcel was
made up for Miss Fisher, of Couva,
Trinidad, valued at three dollars.
The Treasurei reported the sim of
$11.82 raised this year. The fol-
lowing officeis were elected : Mrs.
Whiteside, President ; E. Henderson,
1st Vice-President ; Annie Graham,
2nd Vice-President ; Bessie Sander-
son, Secretary; Pearl McKibbon,
Treasurer ; TLillias Sanderson, or-
ganist.

Greenfleld.

The Women’s Foreign Missionary
Society in connection with the Pres-
bytertan Church, Greenfield, held its
annual public meeting on Nov. 2zd.
It was specially interesting, several
of the members giving a testimony
as to the benefits they derive from
being a member of the society. At
the close of the service a thank-offer-
ing was taken up, to be devoted to
mission work.

The Christian Endeavour Society
in connection with this Church is in
a flourishing coudition. Its member-
ship is increasing as well as its spir-
itual life.

Kirkland.

On Tuesday evening; Nov. 10oth,

Kirkland uxiliary, W. F. M. S.,.

commemorated the roth auniversary
of its orga:ization by holding a
thank-offering service and social at
the manse. A very pleasant meet-
ing was held consisting of music,
recitations, and an address by the

S e e
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" Estatished 1870.
JOHN H. MARKS,

.... Manufacturer of--...-

Carriages & Sleighs

Work and Mat-rial of ths Bast Quality.

A CALL SOLICITED.
Send for Catalogue and Prices.

Moncton, N. B.

pastor, Rev. Mr.Corbett.  The offer-
ing amounted to ten dollars
In the ten years of its existence

raising three hundred and twenty-
seven dollars for the needs of its
own congregation.

Milltown Notes.

On November 1ith a Mission
Band was organized in this Church,
with 2 membership of 26.

On Thanksgiving Day a collection
was taken for the Church Building
Fund. The sum of $155.85 was
raised. The debt has now been
considerably reduced.

The St. Croix Local Union of
Christian Endeavor held its semi-
annual convention in St. James Pres-
byterian Church in Milltown, N. B.,
on Tuesday, December Sth. The
afternoon session opened at 3 o'clock.
In the absence of J. W. Case, of
Lubec, the president of the Union,
the vice-president, Miss Catherine
Clark, of St. Stephen, took the chair.
A most helpful and interesting fea-
ture of the afternoon session was the
excellent report of the field secretary,
T. D. S. Main, of St. Stephen. He
reported having visited twenty-five
societies since the last local union

CHURCH AND HOME.

i (;dstol—l'?--’ltailoring.

JOHN A. McKINNON,

48 Prince William Street,
ST. JOHN, N. B.

LARGE S8TOCK OF FIRST=CLASS
GOODS CARRIED.

Ministerial Work a Specialty.

MOTTO — An cndeavour to turn out work thar will
give entire sausfaction in every order entrected
1o me

A CALL SOLICITED.

convention, that five societies had
been added 1o the roll, and two new

{ societies had been organized. In
Kirkland Auxiliary has contributed '
to Foreign missions the sum of three |
hundred and sixty dollars. besides '

nearly every society visited the iiter-
est and memberskLip is increasing.
The reports from the various socie-
ties showed progress all along the
line.

The evening session opened with
devotional services led by Rev.Jehn
Hawley. The president of the S*
James Presbyterian Y. P.S. C. E.
A. M. McKenzie, gave the address
of welcome to the visiting delegates,
which was responded to by B. R.
DeWolfe, of St. Stephen. Resolu-
tions were passed and placed on
record thanking the St. James Pres-
byterian Church for the use of their
church, to the Y. P. S. C. E. for
their kindness and hospitality to the
visiting delegates, and to the field
secretary for his services.

A very helpful paper on the “In-
fluence of the Society” was read by
Miss Gertrude McKellar. An ad-
dress delivered by Evangelist H. L.
Gale, at the International Christian
Endeavor Convention, at Montreal,
on * The Pledge,” was read by Geo.
A. Paine, general secretary of the
St. Stephen Y. M. C. A., followed by
a discussion, in which Rev. Mr.
Padelford, Sedge Webber and others
took part.

A collection of over ten dollars
was taken, and the session closed

Public Archives

BALIFAY,
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OUR CLOTHING ™~

Ready to wear, right to wear,

Clothes you and your boys
ought to wear for every day.
Sunday, workand play. Write
for what you want. If our

choice isn’t your choice, send

it back at our expense aud we
O.AL’L,
gmegwet' L SCOVIL BROS. & CO.,

Germain, ; SAINT JOHN, N. B.

will return the money.

Established 1882.

Epps, Dodds & Co.

MANUFAC rURERS OF THE

SELEBRATED ST. GEORGE
Red and Grey Granite.

! Monuments, Tablets & Cemetery Work

OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS.

BUILDING COLUMNS ‘& PILASTERS.

SAWN SLABS a specialty.
St. George, N. B., Canada.

Estimates furnished on application.

i Nova Scotia
N. Se

.good to wear. Here are the
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D. MEGEE’'S- SoNS,
~ HATS, FURS, GLOVES, ROBES,

63 KING STREET,
St. John, N. B.

Anything you require in the above Goods we can supply you.

THE LATEST OF EVERYTHING. s

Every Article the Best of its kind.

QUALITY NOT PRICE, but
Prices as Low as the Liowest.

BE Lotter orders receive prompt atteition.

British American Book & Tract Depository.

RELIGIOUS AND THEOLOGICAL S00KS.
ALSO, SUNDAY SCHOOL REQUISITES.

A large stk cadiel. Clergymen, students and Sunday Sehoo's will lind itto their advantage e
coasult the epraitery befnre Luying.

ROLAND MELLISH, Business Manager, - - - 115 Granville Si.. Halifax, N. S.

HALFAX LADIES’ COLLEGE,

IN AFFILIZTION WITH DALYOUSIT UNIZERSITY.
ART STUDIO AND CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC,

SUBJECTS OF STUDY.
1. Larerary < Re1-w1iru ~English, Mathe.
If matics, Scicnce. Freneh azd German, Latin and
o Ureek, Elwuma, Shorthand and Typewriting.
" Mixs Ker, (Mathematical Hoenorsy Cambridge,
) England. Prircpal. with nine assistants, chietly
. University hoenor peaduates.
R 11. Fant Ani—Drewing, Water Crlors, Oils,
© China Painting, MudcllinginClay  Miss Evans
cof Philade'phia, U N A Head Mistress of the
S victonia Schowlof Art and Dicagn.
. * L Musi—Piansforie playing, Vidin, Vaice.
BES 1hoory of Mudce, Finte.UClanore:, String-Racs, &e
- 4. 1. Porter, Leipsiz, Iirector, withtwelve Ax-
Nants nf first masical rank.
- All depantments of the College and Conserva-
1y are tully equippent.  Theinstructors are the
bext that can be sccured. It isthe aim of Gaver-
ER ' nors and Facnlty 10 make this fustitution of leara-
1.5 the drlin every respect in which excellence
Y in a Ladiey' Cnllege ix desirable.  Applicationc
tor agmizinn, for Calendars, and furother infor-
mation, address
REV. ROBERT LAING, M. A., Prasident.
HALIFAX, N. S,

.




with an impressive consecration ser-
vice led by Rev. W. C. Goucher.
‘The motto, as adopted for the next
six months, is “ The love of Christ
constraineth us.” The Convention
extcads its thanks to the choi for
thei. kind assistance in contributing
so much to the enjoymentof the eve-
ning.

read, and the addresses given, the
Convention was of unusual interest.

Carleton.

The Carleton Church
opened on Sunday,

was re-

The pastor occupicd the pulpit at '

the morning service, and in the eve-
sing the Rev. W. W. Rainnie
preached an excellent and appro-

priate sennch to a large congrega-

tion.

The Churcih presents a neat and
pleasant appearance.

The painting and decorating is
the work of G. R. Craigie, of the |
North End, and reflects great credit !
on kis taste and skiil.

The introduction of the :lectric
lights is a decided improvement, and |
adds greatly to convenience and !
comfort.

The platform looked bright with
a fine display cof chrysanthemums,
the gift of Mr. John Cruikshanks.

One half the cost has already been
provided for, and it is hoped tha* all
will be paid for Ly the end of our
Church year.

Home Mission Notes.

Reports from all the students have
been rteceived, and the summer's
work is highly satisfactory.  The
draft on the H. M. Board isless than
‘ast year by several hundred dollars.
Churches have been luilt. $i50

Owing to the high standard ;
and great excellence of the papers :

hzn ebeencon mhuted to the Schemes
of the Church. A large number has
been added to the comunuaion roll

Winter supply is fairly satsfac-
tory. Waterford, Mechanics' Set-
tlement and Markhamville will have
monthly supply. St. Martins and
Black River have supply for the
month of December. Shediac and
Scotch Settlenent are to be regularly
supplied by students.

Norton is 1o be supplied from
Hampton.

Salina is anxious to have an ui~
dained missionary.
: Lynfield applies for Mr. McLeod
" for next summer.

i
'

the 13th inst. :

1

1 Rev. J. W. Penman, who labored
§ ir our Presbytery for some tigne, has
been inducted to the pastoral charge
of Little Harbour, Pictou County.

Pisarinco is moving in a call 10
Rev. Andrew Boyd, formerly of
Kempt and Walton.

i
]
' 5t. Stephen’s Church, St. John,
: has asked for moderation in a call.
! It is understood that the name to be
i submiuted is that of Rev. D. J. Fraser
Hlate of Woltville, N. S.

A deputation from the Home Mis-
sion Committee visited Hampton
and Nauwigewauk on Dec. 8th, t0
make arrangements for the supply
, of Norton. Doth congreg:anons
' agreed to take an earlier service in
order that Norton might be reached
by seven o’clock.

The reformer becomes a fanatic
when he begins to use emotions as a
| substitute for his reasoning faculty.
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The Element of Worship in
Public Prayer. *

BY WILLIAM AIKMAN, D. D.

Is it not largely absent in the
prayers which one hears from Sun-

day to Sunday in our non-liturgical
churches? Of late I have been '
much a hearer as well asa preacher, -
and more than ever the impression |
has grown upon me that this which. |
after all, is, or should be, the prom- i
inent element present when the great
congregation is led to the Throne of |
Grace, has become obsolete in many |
pulpits.  One hears petitionings ear- |
nest and intelligently sympathetic,
where the wants of the people are |
presented before Ged, confessions— |
sometimes, and in brief measure— -
and in some instances half flippant |
utterances, but only once and a while. |
and here and there a solem1: ascrip-
tion of homage to the great God, the
King of Glory, as the voice cries in
the bent ear, « Holy, holy, holy, is
the Lurd of Hosts ; the whole earth
is full of Thy glory.” Yet the great
purpose of public prayer is to bring
the worshipper, not the mere peti-
tioner, near to the Infinite One.

In my boyhood days I heard the
prayers of Gardiner Spring of rever-
end memory, in the old Brick Church
on the corner of Beckman and Nas-
sau streets, in New York. It isnow
only a child’s recollection that holds
nothing in its grasp but the deep and
and solemn impression of that public
service. I never read, cven to this
day, the sublime and tender words,
than which there are no more tender
words in all the Old Testament
Scriptures of the prophet Micah:
«Who is a God like unw Thee that
pardoneth iniquity and passeth by
the transgression of the remnant of
His hentage? He retaineth not
His anger forever, because He de-

lighteth in mercy,” without the calm,
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softened, yet joyous tones of his long
hushed voice coming up with them
as they were uttered in that far back
tme. Butif I amn notin error, we
do not often hear such things in the
usual prayers of to-day.

I cannot overcome the conviction

- which I have had for many years

that there has of late grown up, in-
stead of solemn worship, a habit of
familiar talk with God. This may
be becoming and seemly in the social
prayer-meeting, and clearly so in the
private place of devotion where the
petitioner comes with personal wants
and aspirations and speaks them ir
the ear of Him who is close at hand,
and to whom the believer is consci-
ously very near and in His love ; but
in the place where the peopie are as-

; sembled for the very purpose of wor-

shipping the Great God, it is clearly
different. _

Of course I am speaking now of
extemporaneous prayer.  In ritualis-
tic congregations it isnotso. Here
the prayers used have, for the most
part. come down as the common in-
heritance of the Church through
many ceaturies, and on thataccount
are not permeated with the spirit or
manner of these more recent times.
And just here, may it not be, there
is born that craving in many minds
aud hearts in our non-liturgical
churches, for something different
from the prayers commonly heard ?
Perhaps the craving is not under-
stood or defined, but the heart of the
worshipper asks for something which
it dues not get, something that shall
move it as though the Infinite Pres-
ence were there.

Sometimes you will hear it as the
words of the Revelation speak:
« Amen. Blessing.and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might be unto our
God forever and cver. Amen.”
Then the place grows still, and in the
silence one knows that devouthearts
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are responding and GGod has drawn ! «No ; but they think you might

near to waiting souls.

After that how calmly and how
sweetly come confession of sin, and
how confidently things are asked
from God, Godknown in JesusChrist,
because He is there, God whom the
angels adore and toward whose
throne the universe of intelligent and
loyal beings are bending. Into that
great company the believing soul has
been brought. and from that hour
and from that Presence he goes into
the outside worid, and the Prescnce
goes with him.

When the soul has thus been lifted
up by this act of common worship, it
matters little what, in his sermon, the
preacher may say ; all shall be per-
meated by the impression of thehour,
and the hearer shall give it a tone
which it may not. in itself, have had.
He has been where God was, he has
mingled with the great host of wor-
shippers on earth and with the throng
of clect angels and glorified spirits
oehind the veil. Earth is not so
real as it was. That unseen com-
pany and the unscen Christ are
nearer. The things of time are dim-
mer than they were before, while the
soul reaches out toward the heavenly
things.

The coming week will tell of it
‘T'he believer has been worshipping
God. Theincensestill Lingers round
him, and clouds with its white smoke
the things of tme.— Z7e Evangelist.

Six Days of Social Calls.

The Preacker lock a Aint and astenished
his_flock Sunday merning.

[From the Living Church].

A clergyman heard that certain
people were criticising the infrequ-
ency with which he visited them.
« Do they say I neglect the sick or
the afilicted?”

drop in oftener in a social way.”

“ Ah! I see ; thank you very much
for a hint. Tl attend to this.”

Monday morning the pastor left
his home, and carrying a carefully
revised list of his parishicners in a
small book, he began a house to
bouse visitation. It was wash day.
His congregation was made up-of all
sorts and conditions of people. He
didn’t mind it. He at once adapted
himself to circumstances. ¢ Entering
a house he began talkingZabout soap,
and ammonia, and royal® blueing,
and wire clothes-pins, and patent
line jullies, and stationary tubs, and
pickup dinness,and tired laundresses.
It was just delightful.

Tuesday he resumed his rounds.
Now he discoursed on beeswax,
smoothing irons, satin finished shirt
fronts, the consumption of fuel and
the everlasting raking at the stove.
He grew in favor.

Wednescay he continued ringing
bells and rapping at doors. He
threw out wise suggestions about the
work basket, spoke of stocking darn-
ing and how to sew new patches in
the demoralized seats of littie boys'
trousers. He showed a charming
familiarity with ncedles and scissors
and thimbles. He made a deep and
abiding impression.

Thursday, nothing daunted, and
moved by a noble ambition to ele-
vate the flock, he spent the entire
day commenting upon pleasures de-
rived from formal calls, evening par-
ties and dramatic entertainments.
It tired him awfuily, but he would
not gise up.

Friday found him talking up the
merits of furniture polish, the advan-
tages of salt over tea Jeaves for clean-
ing carpets, describing different meth-
ods of dusting, an< fhe wholesouae
effects of exposing mattresses to the
sunlight. He kept growingin favor. -

Saturday morning he hurried
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through breakfast, and after consult-
ing the list of names, he ii.srmed his
wife that he would not reiurn until

late in the evening, and agrin renew-
ed his pilgrimage.
who didn’t keep cooks were at work
in their kitchens. He insisted on
going there so as not to disturb their
plans. He fae:inated them with his
knowledge of culinary science. He
discussed the relative merits of bak-
ing powders, told how to make ice
cream -without eggs, brown bread
without yeast, and delicious jelly
from dried apples. He expressed a
hope that they never fried fish with-
out flouring, and warned them never
to drop crelless into the kettle until
the lard was hoiling.  He abomin-
ated hot Jemon pie. but by the urg-
ent invitation of a newly marsied ex-
perimentalist he consented 10 eat a
piece, and suffered for two days aftei-
wards in consequence.

Tootsore and fagged, he returned
to the parsonage about ¢ o'clock.
Sunday came. The church was
filled. The preacher’s stock had
suddenly jumped way up. At the
time for the sernon he came to the
pulpit step and thus spoke :  “ With
a desire to conciliate those of my
brethren who never, in health or sick-
ness (and I have been in both con-
ditions), think it necessary or polite
to call upon me, I have spent the
entire week in the parish. Out of
200 families, I have found just xg
persons ailing. Two complamed of
ulcerated teeth, one was suffering
from a stiff neck, one was.nursing a
toe with an ingrowing na‘l, three had
sick headache, five wer2 doctoring
for neuralgia, two ha’ asthma, one
was Jaid up with a broken leg, and
four had cold in theirheads. Under
the circumstances I have had no
time left for study or the preparation
of a2 sermon,  Of course, you do not
expect one. Let us pray I

Some families .

‘of the fonlish.

To Young M-en.- -

1. Save a part of your weekly
earnings, even if it be no more than
a shilling, and put your savings
monthly in a savings bank.

2.'Buy nothing till you can pay
for it, and buy nothing that you do
not need.

A young man who has grit enough
to follow these rules will have taken
the first step upward to success in
business. He may be compelled to
wear a coat a year longer, even if it
be unfashionable : he may have to
live in a smaller house than some of
his young acquaintances: his chil-
dren may not be dressed as dalls or
popinjays: his table may be plain
but wholesome, and the whiz of the
beer or champagne cork may never
be heard in his dwelling: he may
have to get along without-the earliest
fruit or vegetables : he may have to
abjure the club-room and the theatré,
and to reverence the Sabbatk day
and read and follow the precepis of
the Bible instead ; but he will be bet-
ter off in every way for this self
discipline. Yes, he may do all these
without detriment to his manhoogd,
or health, or character. True, em-
pty-headed folk may sneer at-him
and affect to pity him: but he will
find that he has grown strong-hearted
and brave enough tostand the Jaugh
He has become an
independent man. He never owes
anybody, and so he is no man’s
slave. He has become master of
himself, and a master of himself wili
become a leader among men, and
prosperity will crown his every en-
terprise.

Young man ! life’s discipline and
life’s success come from-hard work
and early self-denial; and har? eamn-
ed success is all the sweeter at the
time when old years climb up on
your shoulder and you need prop-
ping up.—Selected.

~
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"FURNITURE,
Carpets, . Oilcloths,
" Window Bhnds, &c.,

A.HENDERSON'S |

Quesn. Street, Woodstock, N. B.
Undertaking a Specialty.

Established §791.:
A. Chipman Smith Struan Roberison,

H. Ghipman Smith &Go.
DRUGGISTS,

No. 1 City Market Building, Charlota §t,
SAINT JOHN, N. B.

MANCHESTER,
ROBERTSON
& ALILISON.
Dry Goods,, Furniture
urs, Szlksijﬂ.hner.V,

Ja,ckets, Oloths Dress Goods,

Carpets, House "Furnishi_ﬁgs".

Men’s and Boys’ Clothing.
The largest Dcy Goods.House in
the Maritime Provinces.

R7 & 29 King Sireet, - SI. JOHN, N. B

GLIFTON HOUSE,

74 Princess & 141 & 143 GermainSts,,

ST. JOHN, N. B.
AL NL PETERS, Prop i

North American Lite Assurance Company,
HEAD OFFICE, T'ORONTO. 4

A Popular, Prosperous, Progressive Canadian. compamj,
Doing Business Exclusively in-Canada.

For rales and full particulars addrass-~

C. S. EVERETT, tn:peetm-, 1.3 Honﬁeld Street,

SA!NT JOHN, N. B B.

JOHN S. SEATON

——Manufacturer and- Donler in——
GRANITE, nnm & FREESTONE

Monuments, Tahlets, Gramton&s, &

. MEMORIAL TABLETS and
- BAPTISMAL FDN'I'S . spoclal‘y.
Designs d and fi

LOW PRICES. GOOD WORK.

7% Charlotte Sz‘.,v St, John, N. B.

Musical Instruments.

‘BUYERS OF——,
PIANOS, ORGANS;

or Sewing Machinaes,
Before puralmn(vould do wellto call at Hugr
CRAWFORD'S 31 GERMAIX STRNEY, Where they
will get the bewt makes, atthe lowent prices for
cash, Or URreANoHable terms i fally guaranteed
for & nomber of yearx,
HUGH CRAWFORD, 8] Sscmain-St.,

3rd Buillirg South of King. &1 JONN, ¥..B.

90 King St.,

Thorne Bros.,

llnuhc}':ri?i and lmMndf .

HATS,CAPS& FURS -

. Wholesalé and Retiil,

|93 KING ST. - ST. JOHN, N. B.

McARTHUR,
Bookseller, Stationer,

e~ AND DEALER INtr-~=o~rutss

FANGY 600DS, TOYS, DOLLS,

WALL PAPER.
- 8T.JOHN, N. B.

(4]
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GLASGOW HOUSE. - EsrtasrisHep 1855.

HUGH HAY & SON,

e IMPORTERS OF — i

b ey
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DRLTV CHPCCRERW SRR, M IPES ok

Dry Goods, Clothing, Hats and Caps, Carpets, and House Furnishings. &
FUR GOODS A SPECIALTY, %

Be sure and see our Stock hefore buying.

MAIN STREET, - WOODSTOCK, N. B.

Menhon thls paper

OUR GRADUATES OCCUFY
—THE— ‘H C.Smith & Co.,
LEADING POSITIONS ; WHOLESALE

. --:Mm(m‘a-‘m;..‘m, Lea..

In almost every office in St. John, and | o i :
. A A . M : ur Lines: .
our motto is still Excelsior. , L Produge
The diploma for excellence of our ex- ' Hay, Apples, .
" hibi, showing thorough and practical ; Oats, Butter, Dealers q
methods of Dusiness Education, was ' Barley, Chicese, 3
awarded us at the late Saint John Eahi- | Buckwheat, Pork, AND— -4
- bition. Beans, Ham, c . .
Students can ente: at any time—the , “ddlings, II;:"‘:’ . ommission -
. sooner the befter. ;horls, Don tr;l, o - )
;- ran, TCSssed 8, "ol
L Send for Catalogue and Shorthand | yoncy chops, ete. e, - MEIChants,
$ Circulars. !
: ) .
g S. KERR & SOWN, Garleton, St. JOhIl, N. B
ST. JOHN BUSINESS COLLEGE, WAREHOUSES :
ODD FELLOWS® HALL. Carleton. Woodstock. Florenceville,

St. John Sunday School Book Room. ! .
nensauarrens ron 1 4. B0, AVHERBETT,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS,

Reward Cards, Scrapture Text Tickets, lmporter and Déalesin

Collection Envelopes, Blackboard Clolh
Library Cards, Record Books,

. Class Books, and other BRITISH, FOREIGN and DD:»ESTIG

S.-S. REQUISITES.

Bibles, Testaments and Hymnals. ’
Libraries sent 0 Schools on approval. ar ware -
. - Write for Catalogues and Prices.
i Peloubet’s Noles on S.-S. Lessons. ’

}(urlbut’s Tlustrative Notes.

Hurlbut's Normal Lessons. | “WH
Monday-Club Sermons on'S.-S. Lessons. OLESALE and. RETAIL

BKr-We l:cgr the S Qlép ‘DAcp:rtm::nt of the N B-
undxy 00l Association,

E. G. NELSON & CO., Queen Street,

Cor. King and Charlotte Sts., .

." SAINT JOHN, N. B. Fredericton, .N. B.
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