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The Situation in Ontario.

WO provincial conventions have been
called to meet in Toronto next week,
the Liberals on the 23 and the Cunserva
tives on the following day. Mr. Whitney
has issued a ‘‘munifesto’’ calling on the
electors to vote for clean, decent, and hon-
est government. Premier Ross says that
he has given the province good, decent
government, and that the Whitney party
ain’ fit to govern. The people have to
soon make a choice,

It is proposed to raise a most important
and far reaching issne in the contest. It
is suggested that Mr. Ross should pledge
his government if returned to power, to
pass a law prohibiting the sale in Ontario
of intoxicatiog liguor, with a clause em-
powering any wmunicipality to over-ride
this general law aud issue licenses, as at
present. This is practically a Scott. Act
measare applied the other way on. Under
the Scott Act any municipality could
adopt prohibition for itself;nnder the sug-
wested law any municipality could adopt a
license law for itself. The experience of
the Scott Act in Ontario shows that such
& hybrid systemm cannot be enforced and

only brings discredit on the administration
of law in the Province.

The principie or practice of temperance is
one that recommends itself to everybody.
The principle of coercive legislation call-
ed total probibition has never been a suc-
cess in free communities, At present we huve
in Ontario a taw which prohibits the sale
of liquor exceot during certain hours, and
on Sundays absolutely. There is also ab-
sulute probibition during election days.
All the tiwe vach persca_can be a pro
hibition luw nuto hims:f. He can either
practice total alstinence or temperance.
The intemperate will somehow or other get
liguor 1f it is inthe vicinity. -~ If ose ma-
nicipality votes to uccept the proposed ge-
nerdl law, una the adjoining munieipality
to exempt from it then the intemperate of
the first will get bis supply from the ee-
cond. He will also get it 1o the worst form
and in the worst way. There will be nu-
merous middlemen anxious to make the
enormons profits that are always to be
made out of udultsrated, cheap liquor and
without the onus of a license or general
expense of a licensed concern. These peo-
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Ple will keep dives and all sorts of ~disre:
putable places and voung men are thos led
into the worst kind of company. Clubs
with a coucealed bottle spring up like
mushrooms as the Marshall in Bangor tes-
tiied during a public investigation.

The Pablic House Trust system advocated by
Lord Grey is only suitable to a country in
Eurcpeand to large manufacturing centres,
The main objects are to take away the
elements of private profit, to urge modera-
tion on the drimker at the time when he is
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in the bar, and to sapply good liquors.

The prohibitionists say they will be sat-
istie¢ with nothing short of total prohibi-
tion. They never accepted the Scott Act.
The Legislature of Ontario has not the
power to enact total prohibition. The
power to prohibit the manufacture, impor-
tation, and sale rests solely with the Do-
minion Parliament. The author of the
Scott Act told the writer that he did not
think provincial prohibition would be
worth much.

TURN ABOUT IS FAIR PLAY.

Hon. G. ." Foster:—I'm lolﬁ. Mr. Borden, that sou haven’t got a
I badn’t one for four years.—Toronto News.

seat, but you know




GHEAT 8 bas been the success of the
Laurier Ministry in Canada it has been
exceeded by that of the Bond cubinet in
Newfoundland. With g5 constituencies
polled Sir Robert Bond has carried 29, and
in the one remaining he has a good pro-
¥pect ofwinning also. In the last Heuse he
had 32 seats out of the 36, in this House he
is sure of at least 20, This is a remarkable
resalt, all things considered, for the Bond
Government had to face a sitnation unique
in political annals—an amalgamation of
all the front-rank politicians on the Island
not coanected witn the Ministry, for the
€xpress purpose of ejecting i* trom power.
The idea gained strength in certain quar-
ters that the country was disaffected and
would welcome a chance to overthrow
Bond, and so the Goo. ridge-Morine and
Whiteway-Morison parties were formed, to
take advaatage of this, both of these fac-
tions trying to claim the Opposition head-
ship. But failing in this and recognizing
that a three-cernered fight would be disas-
trous to themselves, they combined, and
included Sir James Winter also, makirg a
united party with five leaders of the
strongest calibre, upparently, and with
sabstantial monetary backing and large
commercial interests also operating in
their behulf, Yet their very strength proy-
ed in time to be their greatest weakness,
for it suggested to the electors the impert-
inent query —which of these men will lead?
~—and the farther brospect that if they
were all successfal their warring ambi-
tions wounld destroy the Administration

almost at jty birth, as the struggles be-
Winter and Morine brooght to ruin
Conservative Government elected in
witn a following of 23 wen, after a
and inglorivos career when all the
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Did Better Than Laurier.

circumstances should have ensured for it &
reign of years and usefulness unequalled
by any Government that had ever attained
office here,

The resalt of the contest is that four
out of the five leaders is dofeated —Morine
alone retaining his seat. Sir Wm. White-
way , who contested Harbor Grace against
Hon. E. Dawe, Minister of Fisheries, was
left at the foot of the poll, being beaten
not only by Dawe and his two colleagnes,
but also by his own running mates. To
this outcome the fast that he had a legak
“‘elaim'’ filed against the Colony for $30,-
000, for alleged special services duaring:
the period he previously held power con-
tributed not a little, The Bond Minlstry
declined to pay the claim, and the Govern-
mnent writers and speakers arguad that
‘Vhiteway was only in polities 0 secure
that amount, un argument which clearly
had much weight with the electors, Mori.
80u, Whiteway's lieutenant, whe faced
Bond at Twiliingate, met almost an equal-
ly ignominious reverse.  Althongh Grand
Master of the Orange body, and using sec-
tarianism very largely, according to the

i of his opp ts, he secured
only fifth place on the poll, being beaten
by Bond and two colleagnes by 1,000 votes
and also outstripped by one of his own
confreres, My, Goodbridge, the leader of
Morine's' wing, and the one fixed for Pre-
mier if Bond was overthbrown byZthe Op-
Position, had better fortune in Placentia,
that he led his own ticket,
but he was 1,000 votes behind the thirq
Liberal. In this district Mr, Goodbridge
tackled Hou. E, M, Jackman, Minigter «of
Fioance, ana had to contend- with the
odium of his connection with the Bank
disasters of ten years ago,
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wE have just veceived from thegovern-
ment printing bureau at Ottawa cop-
ies of debates of Senate of August last, be-
ing apparently the finishing sheets for
sessional fyle; also some of the sheets of
the revised Hansard of the House of Cow-
mons. As the last parliawent is dead the
celerity of the Burean is startling. We re-
peat what has been said before, that the
daily edition of Hansard 1s the only useful
publication connected with either House,
and they only have u daily report for the
popular Chamber. The bound copy of that
Hansard shounld be out three weeks after
prorogation, and let the index be printed
subsequently. As a matter of record for
the library of parliam *nt these very late
publications are serviceable, but for no
othar purpose.

HE defeat of the Conservatives on Nov.

3 in Canada was so complete and wide
spread that for several duys it seemed to
take their breath away, and there was an
inclination in some quarters, where better
advice should have obtained, to advocate
unconditionul surrender . There was no
room for the argument that the country
had been carried by corruption. In Hali-
fax, however, after pondering the defeat
of the Conservative leader for a week, it
was announced in the party puper that Mr.
Borden had been defeated by @ross corrup-
tion. The Liberals, on the other hand,
point to the lact that in the ward where
the tougher and most corrupt element re-
side as, for instance, the colored vote, Mr.
Borden obtaimwed a majority So, they
argue, if money was employed at all it
must have been in behalf of the Conserva-
tives.

THE position in Maucharia is unchang-
ed. It has remained unchanged for

over a fortnight, and there is little to be
said upon its military charactor save that
it 18 a deadlock from which neither force
can emerge until it has received a great
superiority in reinforcements cver its cp-
ponent. At what rate eicher party is be-
ing reiuforced we cannot tell but presum -
ably each with much the same rapidity as
to men, aud the Russians more rapidly as
to guns; for the limit of Japanese gun
power was already nearly reached at the
end of August, before Liao-Yang. The
sitnation has one peculiar feature whick
no stndent of the war has failed to ob-
serve. It is the way in which either army
thongh each is of enormous size, has been
able to m intain its entrenched pcsition
through the incronsing cold of what is
now the Manchuiian winter. No houses
remain intact along this great front of per-
haps thirty .a‘les, and the accomplishment
of snch a feat woild certainly have been
proczonncéd impossible by any writer npon
modern warfare.

EADER FLYNN'S manifesto advising
tne Conservatives of the Province of
Quebee not to place any candidates in the
field at this genera! election, is, we are
glad to see, being ignored by - the party.
It is up to Mr. Flynn to retire into pri-
vate life as, of course, he cannot sllow
himself to be nominated, and the leader
who does not lead should resiguo.

HE Winnipeg Telegram says that the

Laurier vietory postpones public own-
ership of railways for a hnndred years.
Two days before the e'ection it said that
public ownership was going to win all
round. If the Telegram could not peer in-
to the foture three days twoweeks ago how
can it be expected to see a humdred years
ahead?

T is said that some half dozen‘‘switch'’

ballot boxeswere found in a certainhouse
in West Hastings during the campaign.
These false boxes are said to have been
brought in from the United States under
the name of heehives. The Dominion gov-
ernment lost no time in appointing a. law-
yer to hold an investigation and detectives
to hunt up information, and it is promised
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that if there was any attempted frand of
this kind the guilty pacties will be punish-
ed. The government take every precaution
in the distribution of their ballot boxes,
and to attempt to substitute false boves
for the genuine ones i1sa frand on the
government and the prompt investigation
shows a proper appreciation of the out-
rage.

HE wystery of La Presse has yvet to be

told, but there are some interesting rn
wmors concerning it that are worth repeat-
ing in print. When Mr. Dave Russell ard
his friends purchased the daily paper with
the largest circalation of any in Canada
and at the same time Mr. A. G. Blair 1e
signed once again at a dramatic mowent,
all the world wondered.  Everybody asked
everybody else, what is going to happen?
Is the power of money going to overthrow
Laurier at Ottawa, and then proceed to
make nntold wiltioas ot of the constrac-
tion of a government owned railway across
the continentt Have Mr. Dave Russell and
Mr. Blair snch gigantic intellects that they
can overthrow a powerful government of
all the talents at the heel of a short cam
paign? Was this the beginning of a syn-
dicate to bay up all the inflaential papers
in the Dowminion so thav a few men would
mwake and unmake governments and build
transcoutinental railways? It is said
now that whatever the scheme was it
miscarried. The income of $20,006
year said to have heen guaranteed
to Mr. Blair is reported to have faded away
before the surprising victory of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier anda of Mr. Emmerson in Mr. Rus-
sell's province, Mr. Rassell conld not de-
liver the goods. One of the most interest

ing incidents of the La Presse wove was
the refusal of the editor in charge, Mr,
Thomas Cote, to publish the editoiial pre-
pated by the syndicate, and which was, of
course, hostile to the Laurier government.
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It is said that when they brought the stuff
to the office of ¥ a Presse Mr. Cote laid a
revolver on his desk wiithin reach and told
them that he would shoot the ftirst man
who tried t, put such stnff 1n the paper.
He held them off successfully, ad now
there are two new reports. One is that La
Presse is not to remain under the control
of the syndicate, and that for his services
Mr. Cove is to be given the seat in the
House of Commons for Gaspe. We believe
this latter report to be accnrate and con-
gratulate Mr. Cote on it, and the former is
a likely thine, Oune wmore interesting fact
is that three days before the sile of La
Presse was announced to the public it had
actually been sold to the campaign wan-
ager of the Republican party in the United
States  Ex-Secretary Cortelvon is the
nawe and the fact is based on go d aathor-
ity. He wanted to use the paper to influ-
ence the large French “avadian electorate
in the New England States. Mr. Russell
ought to satisfy the public curiosity in re-
gard to all these things. He wight emulate
the other great men, like Mr. Borden, Mr.
Flynn, Lord Dandonald and Mr. Whitney
and issue a manifesto ‘‘to the people of
Canada’, who should know if the money
power is to edit the daily press of the Do-
minion, as, in that case, the people will
nave to look to the weekly press to vindi-
cate them.
ORD and Lady Minoto took their de-

parture frem Ottawa on Wednesday
with the good wishes of the population,
judging by the turn out of thy citizens to
say farewell and by the cheers heartily
given,
DR. GOLDWIN SMITH d<livered a

mewmorable address before the Cana-
dian Club Jof uttawa last Saturday. He
was followed by Sir Wilfrid Laarier who
took exception to some of Mr. Smith’s des-
pairing views, but hoped he would yot
live to see many years,




Borden's Poltcy as oatlined by Montreal Star on the eve of polling day.




HE rejection in the Canadian general
electivn of the idea of government
ownership of railways was duoe apparent-
ly to three direct cuuses. First, the Tparty
that adopted the cry were not united in its
favor, and the most conspicuons leaders
were on record as dead against it. It was
obvious that Mr. Borden himselt occopied
an equivocal position in regard to it. He
did not believe in it at bottom, and shied
from it on every occasion. He moved ey
ery conceivable resolution before the
‘‘owned and controlled by the people’’ mo
tion. He carefully avoided committing
himselt to government operation
Secondly, the history of the Intarcolonial
was & warning rather than an example,
Thirdly, the people saw 1n the railway
policy of the government another railway
all arranged for, and already started, with
Mr. Borden's threat that if he was return-
ed to power ne would repeal the contract
made, and compensate the contractors be-
fore he proceeded to construct a guvern-
ment rosd. The govermennt did not shirk
the issue. Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mr.
Fielding said plainly that the government
was ooposed to the policy of extending the
Intercolonial across the continent, and in

CWhHy Government Owonership
Failed.

the campaign handbook of the Liberals the
quest'on was fully discussed and wvroof
given that the experience of dewnociatic
countries with the operation by the public
of the railways was not a snccess and en
tailed deficits, waste, and other losses even
greater which the taxpayers had to make
good. The verdict of western Canada on
the question shows that the desire for rail
ways isimuch greater than the decision of
theories as to the method of constructing

them. The new voters from the Unitel
States probably looked back to & coun
try of their origin and failed see any

example for government roa

The only road in Cana
government was admitte )t & commer-
cial but a political rail and it had
cost the taxpayers a sum fully equal to the
cost of coustruction in its failure to earn
the interest and often even the operating
expenses. The extension of the road to
Montreal was probably a good thing for
it, and with activity in railway construce
tion connecting with Montreal the 1.0 R
may soon pay its way. To put it further
west would supply no advantage that it
does not already possess.
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Glamour of a Fortres.s.

HA'T committee of the whole on the
state of Russia, the press of western
Earope, invites atteotion to the principle
of military science which dooms to cap-
ture by its assailants every besieged place
unguccored from withoat. Even in French
expert opinion the strategic fasciuution of
Port Arthur is, becanse of this principle,
fatal to the Muscovite, As the London
Tiwes pats it,the whole St. Petersburg plan
of campaign has been involved in error be-
cauke based upon'‘that great military he
re:y, the geographical objective,”” Behind
the recent offensive movement of Kuropat-
kin to the sonth, so Britisl  journals
pect, is the influence of what they describe
as “*the glamour of a fortress,

sus

a glamonr
which bas ruined more than one  magnifi
cent army. The despised Aulia council
of grand dukes ever attached undue im
portance to Port Arthur, stubhornly
ing to see in the fortress only the tom!
of every force that teposed faith in it If
there hus been interference with Kuropat-
kin Port Arthur was the cause The fend
betwee . the departed Alexieff and thecom
mander-in-chiet of the field forees i+ dne
to this military heresy #  viceroy
insisted that Port Arthy

ropatkin woald aband m 11,
pan. “*We
Lieatenan:-co'onel Ko

refus

has
Kn
plice to Ja

cored

SHYS Lhe emnoeat

Gaulois. **whow the tet ¢
rained in 1870, can not forger thar 10

pect more v,

tthem than
to risk loss of
Wherefure this friend of
prononnces Kuropatkin in the right u
the wiaund dukes wad

Writer on stywtesy, [y
clinches the
News

they ecan and
should give i«

thing

the every

Ru-sia
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Miller

m nent
My

urgnment

“To let n form s
disgraceful,is ofien e o the hest thopys
a general can do.  If Mae vohad ey
Metz go, the Germ s «onld not have
around Pans without 1remendt - |, SRes
and months of fighting. If Lee had abwn-
doned Richmond in 1862 the war wight
bave been protracied indefir itely,  The
igreatest mistake Osmu: jPasha'inade in 1877
was holding on to Plevna too loug. Napo-

Lot

leon let Genoa go in spite of the fine de
fense of Massena, but he soon recovered it
after he hud defeated the Austrians in the
field. "1 the Awserivan civil' war Barnside
was compelled by the press to advance,
with'the result of tne failure atFredericks-
burg and the 1oss of 12,000 men. . A field
army should wever be risked for a fort
ress, '’

Yet there is no lack of experts that can
prove 1o us raat the sorcerv of a fortress
has its spells for Jupanese generals too,
Port Arthur being to them a!l that Cleo-
patra was to Ciesar and to Autony. Kuro-
patkin was not ruined on the Shakhe, ba
cnnse he was not He was
not outnombered because an infatuated
Oyama would not withdraw the legions
daily dashing themselves to death against
Itsuchan and Palichwang. Tbus the mil-
itary expert of the Independence Belge
Brussels), and be is confirmed by a com
glish authority, the Munchester
Guardian, wh'ch says:

“leneral Kuropatkin will keep up his
attacks on the Japanese, and will doubt

renew his attempts to cat the Japan

commn neations by land. The whole
plan is to assist the velief of Port Arthar
Uy A war on communications by land and
the ablity of
Port Arthar to bold oat, and it collapses
when it falls. What the life of PortArthur
s n Russian fortress is worth no one can
Bat the Russian offensive will, un
checked by a really decisive Japanese
victory, last just so long as the gairrison
¢ hold ont  After the fall we may have
plenty of innetion on the pait of the Rus-
till then they ere committed to
their present policy. The entanglement
of Purt Arthor will drive the Russians to
atlempt many things that they wonld not
have dreamt of attemoting undecordinary
cirenmstavrces.  But it is an entanglement
for the Japanese as well as the Russians,
Both sides have ‘ron matters very fine' at
Port Arthur; and the next thres months—
supposing that to be the outside limit of
the Russian resietance at Port Arthur—
should be the most critical in the war.,’’

outnnmbered.
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Who meets a convention of «the faithful
next Wednesday

HON. J. R. STRATTON
Whowas highly praised by Premier Ross
at the banquet

GOLDWIN S

Who mad
he termed his last public

MITH

Ottawa  last Saturday what

utterance,

¥. T. CONGDON

The Liberal candidate for Y
next month,

ukon; election




A Gallant Girl.

By Julia Magruoder and Franees Leeds

N Holland, where the roadways are so
often water instead of land, the trek-
schuit, or canal-hoat takes the place of our
wagons, aed electric cars. In many cases,
also, these boats constitute the homes of the
poorer peopls, who are born and bred and
live and die in these travelling houses.

It 1s an unusually pretty sight vo watch

these trekschniten gliding along the nar-
row waterways , which ran like some in-
trica‘e lace pattern over this land.
All the work of a simple household is done
as they move on, laden with the burden of
traffic or stopping to take up passengers
going from one village to another. Little
gardens are often made to spiout with
beauty on the poops, a bed of tulips open
ing their cups in the moist air, or lettuce-
heads and other vegetables making squares
of greenery in the broad boxes filled with
earth, which are placed midway of the flat
decks.

In the co'd season these trekschuiten re-
main motionless for months looking like
monster birus alighted amid snow and ice
to wait in patience for he return of
Spring.

Toward the latter part of a November, not
very long ago, a trekschuit from Friesland
ventured to the lower country with ACargo
of peat for Dordrecht. Good Jan, the
owner of the boat and the father of the fa-
mily living there, had hoped to return to
his northern conntry before the Winter set
in; but jyst as tuey were nearing their
destination, Jan, with Jeffrow Donka, his
wife, Joost and Katinka, the twins of
twelve years, Trudchen, the girl *of nine,
and little Flulin, aged four, fonnd bimself
held fast by a mass®ofice. : With'a sinkin
heart, the father, who knew thmnog

that months

Winter well realized must
pass before the boat would be freed from
its bondage.

What must be done? Jan himself
get work in Friesland, where he was
kuoown, and so could Joost, the boy. but
it was hard indeed for them to leave the
mother and the httle ones. ‘Twas the
only way, huwever, and so it was decid
ed that they shouid go, taking with them
the old gray mare, Jettchen, that had
towed them with sach patience along the
weary miles.

When Jan had given his parting kiss to
his wife and left her sobbing, with Flulin
in her arms, he turned to take leave of
Katinka, who stood oatside with Joost,
Putting his hands upon her shoulders, he
looked at her earnestly and said:

‘*Remember, I look to yon Katinka, to
take care of mother and the little ones
Yon are strong and brave and good, and
when [ am far away I shall not think of
you as a helpless girl, but my little man
who takes Joost's place."

Katinka's heart swelled with pride. No
comparison conld be so dear, no incentive
80 trong to her. That Winter was the
hardest that Holland had known for mauy
years. Jan found it very difficult to send
a sufficient snm of money for the actnal
necessities of the dear ones in the ice-lock-
ed boat so far away. Jeffrow Donka fell
ill too, so that more than the nsnal amount
was needed.

Every day Katinka would skateldown to
Dordrecht for medicines and food. Her
skating was, even in her own land, almost
unparalleled for swiftness. She had prac-
tised with Joost from their earliest years,
and had often beaten him a race, As “she

conld




#ped along, her basket on her arm, her cap
with the atiff little frill like a band of
hoar frost under the tight-tfiting red_hood,
she darted like a bird past the sleepy old
windmills, which turned their wheel as if
to ward off the tierce November blasts, and
hurried like some spirit of the Winterwind
along the icy path. Over and over again
she would pick up some skater far ahead
and set herself the task of passing him.
This, in most case she did with an ease
that made her teel exultant.

One day returning from one of those ex-
peditions, a heavy basket on her arm, and
her little heart almost as heavy within her
for the home cares seemed to be increasing
every day, Katinka became aware of large,
highly colored adve rtisements posted all
along her wav, which annonnced a skating
match to be held. on the Oude Maas the
wext day. There wus to be a prize of fifty
florins for the first race, and after the an-
nouncement were the words, ‘‘Centestants
from ten to thirteen years.’' This was to
be followed by races among the Leyden
and Utrecht stadents. His Highness, the
Ceunt of Waspik, was to award the
prizes,

**Oh!"" thought Katinks, “‘if Joost were
only here! He would show these heavy
Southerners what real tkating is. How
our Myaoheer Caef, the chawpion skater of
Friesland, wonld have chuckled over his
pipe if Joost were here and won the prize
—as win he would! How muoch pains he
took to teach Joost and we, and how he
used to laugh and clap when | would beat
Joost. "

Katinka's brain reeled with a sudden
thought. ©Oh, to win thut fifty florins for
the dear ones at home, in such sore need!
Why should she not enter the race disguis-
ed as Joostt The posters did not say that
the race was only open to boys, but she
knew thet was undertood.

Her brain worked quickly. Had not her
tatber called her his ilttle man ?As a lit-
tle man she believed that she could win

the prize!

When Katinka reached home Trudchen
was waiting for her at the fout of the lad-
der which formed the entrance-stair to
the house-boat
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The child was appa-ent-
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ly trying to kick a hole in the ice with
her little wooden shoe, as she munched a
picee of pnmpernickle,

‘‘Why do 1 never go to Dort,"’ Katinka?"’
gshe asked peevishly. ‘It is very dall
here with mother always in bed, and Fla-
lin asleep.”’

Katinka put her arm around the little
sister's neck and whispered mysteriously
in her ear. Trudchen's face glowea with
a delighted interest. Here was a chance
for fun, even at home To see Katinka
dressed as Joost and entering a ckating-
match was as good as a story out of a book

Later, when supper was over and the
mother’s medicine had been given, and all
was quiet for the night Katinka tuok the
nose lamp, & small bruss object with a
projection called a nose, and crepr  into
the inner cabin. Here was kept the big
painted chest which contained among
many other things Joost's Sunday sait.
The motber hud not dared to trust him
with it so far away from her watchful
care.

They succeeded in rurning the key in
the stout lock, and then Katinka ordered
Trudchen to turn her back antil allowed
to look.

Stooping behind the box like d bird on
its nest. Katinka drew a pair of scissors
from her pocket and cut off the two long
plaits of ber blonde bair. Then, one by
one she carefully adjusted the garments
ot ber twin brother 2n herself.

Standing on the little n.at amde of her
yellow bair she called out in a soft imper
ions voice:

‘‘Ready!"’

“*Oh, Katinka!"' cried Trodchen, clup-
ping her hands, *‘you look exactly like a
boy. 1could not tell it was Joost! But

vour hair! What willmother say?"’
‘*Mother mast not know yet. You must
help me to bide it from her. Here, take
the hair and put it in the chest and come
to bed. 1 must huve a good night's rest or

" 1 shall not win the race.

The nex* day was cold and clear. All
the moraing village-folk trow the neigh-
boring towns passed merrily along the ice
on their way to Dordrecht, Katinka, as-
sisted by Tradchen.(who went so far as to
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give little Flalin the mother's large ear-
rings to keep her quiet, as she sat npou
the floor all unconscious) escaped notice as
she ran down the ladder and paused to
buckle on her skates.

It was a bitter sting to Trudehen towatch
the vanishing form: as it sped away to-
wards Dordrecht. True, Katinka had pro-
mised if she won the race she would bring
ber more sweets than she could eat and a
pair of ear-rings as big as her little eArs-,
provided she would stay at home Jand take
good care of the sick mother and Flnlin,
Bat now a spirit of fierce rebellion stirred
in the child’s breast as she stooa here, mus-
ing and agitated, in the keen a .,

Katinka felt the chill of this air very
sensibly as it stirred her close-cropped hair
into a little sheaf of wind-tossea locks,
beneath the edge of the tight boy's cap of
red cloth that she wore. She missed the

snug, warm hvoa and her comfortable lit-
tle maff. She felt strange and shy in the
short knee-breeches und double-breasted
coat. But she whistled to herself and
murmored softly *'Little man. I am that
now indeed—my father's little man. "

On she aarted, curving in and oot among

the crowd which was making toward the
huge flag-decked fpace upon the Oude
Maas.

Men with noisy borns, the managers of
the ceremonies, were woving officionsly
aboat, hustling the crowd who responded
to thier directions with laughing amiabil-
ity. To one of these guardians of the fete
Katinka whispered her desire to entr the
race. To her imimense relief, he showed
Do consciousness of anything strange as he
directed her to a table on tne quiy where
some men were #itting tying numbers on
brillisnt knots of ribbun. Katinka drew
near, her heart flut‘ering with suppressed
alarm. Wonld thev make her give her
name?

Just at this instant there was a blowing
of horns on all sides and a wild huzzawent
up. It was a welcome for the Count of
Waspik, whose sleigh was coming slowly
along the ice, its occupant bowing to right
and left with gracious smiles.

One of the men at the table rose bur-
riedly and asked Katinka if she wished to
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join the race, and awlrceiy waiting for her
confused assent, he tossed her a brilliant
greeu ribbon, on which hung a dise of
ivory marked with the namber 9.

Katinka, with a sigh of relief, threw
the green loop over her head and lét ‘the
ivory pendant drop above her beating
heart. . Then with a sodden feeling of
courage, now that the danger she miost
dreaded was past, she moved swittly off to
the blue Hag Aying from a pole in the ice,
where the saw a number of other berjb-
boned racers awaiting their orders.

Kalinka's self-consciousness was now
completely gone. The emotions aroused
by this brilliant scene put to flight all her
former feelings. The eathusiastic wel-
come to the young Count, surging abcut
her like an organ roll of praise and tri-
bate stirred her senses with a pulsating
rapture never felt before. The band was
playing the national air and the people
wera laughing and shouting.

The little peasant’s fealty to her prince
was a complete self-abnegation in this mo-
ment, as she turned her eyes to the sleigh
where the Connt was standing, barebead-
ed, smiling on the crowd. The child's
face lighted with the fire of loyal devotion
as she lifted the little ivory number to her
lips,as if consecrating herself to some high
cause, and whispered to herself:

I will win the race. | swear it! And 1
will win al¢o a smile from the Count when
he bands me the prize.'

There was a little forther delay. The
Count of Waspik was drawn twice along
the line of spectator, sc that all might see
his sumptuous sleigh piled with costly
fars, and hear the jingling of the silver
bells on the red harness of the fonr black
horses.

The Count's sleigh now took position
near the flag which was the goal of the
race, and a trampeter, in fantastic cos-
tume, stepped forward and sent a note of
clarion clearness out into the icy air.This
was the sigual for the beginning of tne
race. The guardians, as they are called,
placed the little lads in a line. There
were cleven of them. Katinka, béing
number 9, was third from the end.. The
spectators, recently so noisy, were as si-




lent as if some speechless fear had fallen
upon them, their broad, fravk  faces grave
and watchful,

The trampeter lifted his bright horn aguin
and blew thres rapid rotas, and like a
flock of doves starfled from their cote; the
eleven littte fignres shot ont from under
the fluttering blne bauner and the race
fairly began.

On, on they sped, the line scarcely brok-
en for a space. To Katinka there was not
an atom of fear. A feeling of perfect con-
fidence and security swelled her little heary
with joy. Under the excitement of this she
did not notice when one lad fell down, his
skate torning under him, nor had she per-
ceived the quick advance of a third hoy
who wore a ribbon of pink until she heard
the crowd yelling out cries of **The pink!
The pink!" and then she sawthat the pink
had pasesd her.

Katinka lauhged and bent her body for-
ward. Some one cried out ‘‘Green is go-
ing to fall and she langhed again., She
thought of the instructions of old Myoheer
Caef. She was not falling, bat following
his rales,

One instant she flang  apart her arm as
if sun.moning the assistance of the wind,
Then folding those stroog litiie armsacross
her breast, she settled to the long, swoop-
ing flight which a swallow dares when it
#ails in perfect grace acrosss the Summer
sky.

There wus a shout of adwiration from
the cruwd. As she shot past the pink, leav-
ing the other colors far behind, the young
Count rose and doffed- his -hat. Katinka
saw it, and her pulses beat with rapture,
She felt the keen intoxication of success,
Her yellow hair stood out like a haloabout
the childish face. Shouts of ‘*Hurruh for
the green’' heard oy every side, filled her
with ecstasy. All alone, the others vairly
following, she reached the turning point,
round which she swooped with snch a
graceful carve that the applause rose toa
whirlwind of sound. She veered past the
blue flag which marked the ha f distance

of the race and came back toward the
Count's sleigh with a movement easy and
swift.

The Count himself had not received a
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more enthuiastic greeting than wasgiven
to her as she came tkimming" along, the
very incarnation of a swifp pirit of the
ice. y

As she arew near tne Count’s sleigh; sta-
tivned at the goal, she turned her face up- *
ward to receive the smile she bad coveted.

The Count not only smiled: he beckoned

to her with his hand and while the crowd
velled itself hoarse, Katinka passed the
goal and won the race. Then, with a

gentle turn, and with no sign of breath-
lessness or futigue, sho flonted quietly on
to where the Count awaired hes,

But just before she reached the sleigh
there was a sudden movemenc in fromt of
the horses, and a little toddling girl raw
unsteadily across the ice towsed ber, while
a startlingly tamiharly vofee cried ont :

“Katinka! Katinks Sister Kat! Me
knowed you. Tradeben said you was a boy
bat me saw you putting on Joo-t's clothes,

Katinke's brain went ronnd, There were
two gaardinos of the fete stunding behind
the Count’s sleigh.

‘‘Ach!" exclaiwed one of the men, ‘‘the
child is a girl!"  Flalin's bab ling chat-
ter, as she hung about her sister's  waist,
1¢ft no room for mistake as to tihs fact.
Katinka. completely awed by the situation
said nothing, She heid Flulin by the
hana and allowed the gunrdians to draw
them nearer to the Conut, who signed
them to approach.

**Yoor Highness,"’ said one « f the guard-
ians, “‘we have discovered that this racer
is a girl."

‘A girl," ejacalated the Count, *“‘Then,
by St. Christopher, she should teach the
Iads! How 18 this?"' he added, turning to
Katinka.

Katinka's only anewer was a tiwid ilft-
ing of her lids,

The erowd seeing her in colloqy with the
Count, and not knowing what had happen-
ed, began agiin the shouts of ‘“The green!
Rurrah for the green!"’

The Count, as he lo ked toward the spec-
tators, caught sight of one of the posters
placed on a house nearby. He raised his
hand for silence, and read :

‘'The race is declared to be for conntest -
ants between the ages of ten and thirteen’*
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the unonounced. *'The sex of the racer is
not wentionel as you see | think | give
the unanimoas decis<ion of the crowd when
1 say the poree is hers, Take it, my gal-
dant girl," be a‘ldel nolding ont the covet-
ed trophy, ‘‘youn have won it not only *.ir-
1, but gloricusly, May you do as well in
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every race that awaits you in life.'’
Katinka took the purse, her tears vanish-
ing and a sweet swile taking tweir place.
The band struck up agay triumphant air.
and the voice of the peovle rose once more
in enthusiastic cries-of *'The green! The
green! Three cueers for the green!'

8till at i before Port Arthur.




