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PREFATORY NOTE

Ax tlu' Oiif lliimlrH] Hiid Kiftitth AiinivtrKiirv itf ihr nMiviniiitf

' f tlic Finil UfniTMl .\««<'mlil.v in Xovh S<iitin wim H|i|iriiiii liint;.

it wii« fill in rminv iiiiHrti'i'' Hint »iini<lliinjf "lioiilil !>«• .Iciir tn

toiMiiu-inoriitr HI ini|iirlHnt tin jv.nt in tlic |Nititi(Hl lii,.|..rv ..r

Hriti»fi X.irili Ann'riia. liffcmicf wax maili> to tlif mattiT in tlir

Mc.ii-i' i.r Ai-wnil-'v on Miinli i;iili. |!»im, hv Mr. i'liin.i- I'.

"i-""''!. "I ' I' .Mi'inlHT« fur III.' t'onniv of Itii linion<l. On
Miinli imh. l!M»s. Mr. J. .\. Aini^iron;:. a nirmlN'r of tlu' L.tfi-

liilivi' Council, in iin alilc H|>irrli ili-livrrcj in tin- ('oiimii. pixc

an inliTi'^tinj; aicoiint of ilic foimilation of o.ir lc){ii.lali\i' inMilii-

tion* In till' I'rovinci. of Nova Scotia. Mr. Arinntron/* xptf.h

KH'iitIv KtiniiilHtiMl intcri'xi In tl vent. »itli the n-iilt tliat an

intiw I'ointiiitli'c wim wion orjfaiiizcil, witli tin- lion. Mr. .!ii«iic..

hrvxilalc iM Clin'—ian. ami Mr. .1. A. Clii-'li liii ax Sc.rctarv. |,.

take cliarjjf of tli<> i»ri» lin^r;'. It »a^ ilciiilnl Ity ilic iiiniinitiii'

to luiM' a ctlflir, tioii ill the Aii;:ii.«l luMowin^'. the |irin iml fiatiiic

of H-liicli !<lioii|i| III' fh,. nnvi'ilin;.' of a Mcinorinl '.
^

i in tlii'

I'roviiicc Hnililinjt at Halifax. To tliix ct'imony j invitad

tilt' !Ji'ntfm»nt-(iovfrnor.< ami I'miiiiT-i f all t!i, ('anaili:in |>ro-

vincf*; Jlic Kxcclli'ncv the (iovcrnor of >H.(„„n,|iand and tlic

rrciiiicr of that coloiiv : tlic ? •\;, Scotia S,. ,;,(,, rn and MciiiImi>

of rarliainciil. ami all ^.'cntlcii.. ... xtill jiviiiir, wIm. held or lia I

held M'at." in citluT hranch of the Xnva Scotia lii-jfinlit^irc; the

Jlld^re* of all the Courts and otlier repn-suntative officials am'

citizens. The unvcilinjr of the taldet tcMik jilace on Ai!;.'iist l!l|h.

lliiiM. Several intcreslinj.' and valiialile addresses wcp jjivcn o.i

tlie occnsion. As tlie event which was thus eelehrated. and tin'

ad(lics-es which were delivered on the occasiun are of niori'

than usual liistorical interest, it has heen decided to puhlish in

pamphlet form tliis report of the |)rocee<!ings.
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ADDRESSES
AT

UNVEILING OF MEMORIAL TABLET

THK rNVFJTJXG.

The cc-n'iiionii's toniKited with the unveiling of tlic

iiu'niorial tnblot took place in the forenoon of Aii^'ust Ifltli.

190H, in the northern «'nclosur<' of the historic Provin<i'

Huildinfi. where so many of the earlier i>arlianientary battlts

of the country were fought and decided. A large platfo n was

erected in the enclosure and it was suitably decorated. At

nine o'clock salutes were tired from the Citadel, and from th,'

(iernian cruiser Frci/d, which was lyinf; in the harbour.

.\t ten o'clock a guard of honour from the l{oyal Cana-

dian Kegiment arrived and took up its position on the

north and <'ast sides of the s(piare. .V few minutes later the

escort of the Halifax Kifles arrived and was drawn up ojipcisite

the Mollis street entrance. .\ guard of honour was also s^'Ut

from the (ierinan warship, fin the platform there was a

brilliant assend)lage of ladies and gentlemen, amovg others

being His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor and start'. Briga-

dier Gi'ueral Drury and start', the Lieutenant-Governor of

I'rince Ivhvard Islauil. Tremier ^[in-ray. the Chief Justice and

the judges of the Supreme Court. Commander ^faas. of S. M.

S. Fnjin. Premier Hazen of New lirunswick. Preniier Hazard

of Prince Kdward Island. Hon. \V. .\. Weir of (,)uebec. Sena-

tors Power. Mackeen ami Ross. M. Carney. M. 1'., \V. Hcc'' •.

,M. P.. Hon. M. H. (i()\idge. Mayor Crosby and several others.

Hox. ^Tr. Justice Dhysdale. Chairman of the Committee,

after declaring the puriioses for which they had assembled,

paid a tribute to the pioneer settlers of the Province. One

huiulred and fifty years had elapsed since the First General

.\ssend)ly had convened in Nova Scotia, and it was thought

that something should be done to mark so memorable an

event. This course was suggested in the able sj^eech delivered

(9)
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in th<> Ijt'jjislativc Council by Mr. J. X. Armstrong.
A meeting of citiAMis was soon called, when an active
committee was formed to carry out their plans. The Chair-
man gave a resume of the work of that c-omniittee. The prin-
cipal function of the day was the unveiling of the Tablet. The
Chairman made suitable acknowledgment of the kindn«>ss of
General Drury in providing guards of honour, and amid cheers
made public acknowledgment of the kindness and courtisy of
the German officers in participating with their men in the
celebration. He then called upon the Lieutenant-Governor
to unveil the tablet. AfU-r the unveiling,

HIS LORDSHIP THK CHIEF JISTICK
was called upon by the Chairman, and he rend the following
address :

Mr. Chairman
: We are here today to commemorate the

convening of the First General Assembly of the Province of
Nova Scotia—a memorable event which took place in this city

one himdred and fifty j'ears ago.

Our common purpose is worthily to celebrate this import-
ant landmark in our provincial history—to give expression to

our feelings of gratitude that we have almost from the
beginning lived under and enjoyed the blessings cf free in-

stitutions promised by the King of Great Britain to our fore-

fathers who settled this country, and in doing st) to iilace on
record the respect and admiration we fwl for our first repre-
sentatives and their successors for upholding and preserving
in all their integrity the rights and privileges of freel)or)i

people.

The chief embarrassment I have felt in performing this

patriotic duty has In^eii that our Provincial historians have
recorded nearly all that can be said on the subject. Our
distinguished feliow-countrynian, Haliburton. nlmost a century
ago gave in brief outline the proceedings which led to its being
conveni'd. Murdoch in his lat<T history has set forth in greater
detail the same facts, and the venerable and leanu'd Dr. Akiiis.

who re-seued from destruction so much of our early history,

ha.s published many of the records from which Imth historians

derived their information.
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Thert" is therefore, little left for me but to present to you
today a brief and conneeted aeeount of the first nK-etiiig of the
General Astk-nibly, their Acta and legislation taken from these
sources, the Provincial Statutes—the journals of the House,
the Council lxx>ks, and the correspondence between our early
governors and the I^ords of Trade and Plantations.

R-fore entering u[x)n this subject it will k' best to recall

to your attention the condition of affairs in North America
at that date. The mighty struggle In'twcnn England and
France for supremacy on this continent was then nlxjut reach-
ing its culmination. The two nations could not live side by
side in jxace. France in posw'ssion of what was then calk'd
Canada, was entrenched in the historic strongholds of Louis-
burg and Quebec. Great Britain possi'ssed the gr«at colonics
to the south—now comprised in the Fnitevl States of AmiTica.
War, constunt war, was waged Ix'tween the two peoples-
made worse by the employment on l)oth sides of the wild
and savage Indians. While Acadie had been c<ded to Britain
by the French crown in 1713, there had been and was a never-
ending dispute as to its Ixiundaries. The French were con-
stantly <-ncroaching on territory claimed by the British, until
finally they erect<'d Fort Beau Sejour on the very borders «•!

what is now Nova Scotia, while the British claimed that all

the territory now included in the Province of New Brunswick-
belonged to Acadie.

The government at home at last realized that if Acadie
was to be retained as a jK-rmanent accpiisition of the British
Crown, it would only be retained by inducing English {leoplo
to coloniz<" the Province. With this end in view in 1749,
Edward Cornwallis was sent out m command of a large num-
ber of vessels, and alxjut 1-2(K) intending settlers by whom
Halifax was founded. Shortly aftcnvards the great Conmioner
Pitt was at the h Ini, and un:ler his regime great armies and
fleets were desjjatched to North America . which, under the
leadership of Lord Amherst and General Wolfe, finally drov<'
the French from this continent.

Pieferenco is here made to thes<> famous historical
incidents, because in a larg(. measure they explain the delay
and reluctance of our early governors to act upon that part
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,f their .on.n.i«Hi<,n« which a«th<>ri/..-d and dinctod a Renoral

„s..nd.lv of th.. ,n-..l.l.'-«
repn-H,M,tativ.-s t« W called.

Tho povornors. ..s,>e.i«lly Lawn-uv. wer. .. .onstant^

CH, ...>i<-d in I^n.t..ctinfi the H..ttl,.rs ap.inst th. assaults of the

,:;'.;;:. ".h. sava!;.- d.,,n.dations of th.; I-ai- an^
^^

.„her civil and n.ilitary duties incid.-nt to the F-^" '

^^
....... ..n.,

«,.nn,and..rs.in.chi..f. that nu.ch
;«''-«-

J *

,,.. „„,,.. for his opix-sition to ..<mv..nn., a ^'-7^-3^^
N<,r <l<H.s then, ap.n.ar t., hav been any

^--'^'"^J^Z
part of the people ^'enerallv. doubtless due to the cr-t. al c •"

E:\,f thl. Jhole country fer the ">- ^^7.!;-- ^ .^
first nuetin.'. Th<. Croxvn. how-vr. ni advert.s.ntt f"'" ** ."'^'^^

inmninines <'n]oyed b> His .Majcsi 1

^r,,i^.^tv's

Colonies and IMantatinns in .\n.enca under H.s Majctj

government.
'

-

This promise the British ,overnn.ent .letennin<.d ^o.d.1

,,., literalv fultilled. and as ue sh.U presently s... for cd

Governor La.r.nce and the Council *" f'• /^^^ J';;;::^
,„,asures to sunnnon a General .Assembly of the p'opk s

representatives.

Aeadie. afterwards called Nova Scotia, finally pass.jl to

the crown <,f Great Hritain under the t.rn.s <;'^^<
.^r.. of

T-trecht in .718. It end.racd as understood In th. Bnt.sh

the .resent Provinc.. of New Brunswick, whuh was only set

oir as a separa*- fjovernnK'nt m 17H4.

The contest which had so Un,,' ra.ed between Franco and

En-land then took another fonn in disputes over its l>ound-

/i^ This contest was only closed by the capture <,f Fort

r.u Seionr of I.ouisbur, and Quebec. The conn,,, ct (
orn-

^I'l first .overn<,r. in .une. 740. and the.
^^^^^^^

the town of Halifax n,arked th.. b..,nnnn, o th<. -'' ^
^al

dominion in North ..nu-rica. I p to the t.me " ^^
-J-

then, were no Kn,lish s..ttlers in Nova Scot.a <--
' ; "

"^

„,rris.,n at .Annap..lis and a few r..sidents m the vcnntv of the

Ct Th.. GovoLnent was earned on by the General m com-

mand with a Council sel..ct..d from his officers.
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Coniwiillis. imniediuh'ly on his arrival, aitriiiini'd tho

Hovcriiineiit, was sworn into oftiic and apixiinUd hi. Coinuil.

As so lonstitiited all thf husiniss of t'lw Province—military,

cxccutivi', administrative and jndidal—was larrii'd on until

thf first (icneral Housi- of Ass<'mbly was convened on OttobtT

•2nd, 17oH.

The Province of Nova S(otia by rijjht of concinest vested

in the Crown of (Ireat Hritain, and the Kinj;, in virtue of his

Jioyal prerogative, ffriinted to the [nople who inhabited, or

should thereafter inhabit it, the Ix'on of free institutions

similar in character to those enjoyed by the other North
Ameritan colonies. The vestment of this ^'ft was effected by

the home- jiovernnicnt in the connnission to (lovernor Corn-
wallis. This commission, as well as the eonnnissions to his

successors, contained the most full and precise directions for

his {{uidance, with ample |K)wers for carryinjj the same into

effect, haviii}; first authorized him "to chocjse, nominate, and
apiKiint such fittiiif; and discreet persotts as he should find

there, or carry alon;,' with him, not exceeding twelve, to be

of our Council in our said Province, etc. : and also such

ofhcers and ministers as you shall judjje profK'r and necessary

for our service, and the {icaxl of the jKople whom wc shall

.settle in our said province." The connnission then contains

the following im[x)rtant clause :

"And we do hereby "jive and ^'rant unto you full ix)wers

and authority, with the advice and consent of our said Council

from time to time as need shall re(piire, to sunnnon and call

(icneral Assemblies of t'le Freeholders and Planters within

yc;ur {government, according to the usajje of our Colonics and
Plantations in America.

"And that you, th<^ said iMlward Cornwallis, with the

advice and consent of our said CcMnicil and Assend)ly, or the

major part of the mrespectively, shall have full |M)Wer and
authority to make, constitute, and ordain laws, statutes and
ordinances for the public iKace. welfare iiiid >;cM)d fjoveni-

mei;t of our said province, and of the people and inhabitants

thereof, and such others as shall resort thereto, and for the

Ixnetit of us. our heirs and successors, which said laws,

statutes and ordinances are not to be repuL'iiant, but as near
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a» may be ajjm-uble to tht; lawi and gtatutes of our Kingdom

of (Jri-at Britain."

A provision folk>ws for the transmisHion »o tht* Home

(iovi-rnnient of all laws and 8trttut<'8 »«> paswil for app.obation

or dinaiiowunct', and if diuullowtd that from tht-ncefortli Ihoy

bt'w>me iitti'rly void. A further i>owfr wan givon to the

(Jovi-rnor to negative any law, Btutute or ordinance, with the

additional jKiwer to adjourn, prorogue and dissolve nil such

(ien<>ral Assemblieu.

The^^«' commissions to the governors, with the instnictions

conveyed to them in the desputch<s from the Tx)rd8 of Trade

and Plantations, form the basis—indeed are the source to which

the Legislature of Nova ^k•otia nmst Unik tor its legal existence

—the charter grunted to the jH-ople in founding the Colony

by the Hoyal will of tho then King of Great Britain, George

11.

Neither (lovenior t'ornwallis, nor his successor in office.

Governor Hop8<m, acted upon the power in their ctnnmissions

of summoning a General Houst- of Assembly. As already

lK)inted out. the condition of the c-ountry during their adminis-

trations rendered it an imix)ssibility. There were no districts

ner divisions as there were no inhabitants in the I'rovincc-

outside of Halifax by whom representatives could have Inen

chosen. The French were still at Ijouisburg. Quebec, and at

R'au S»'jour jealously watching every movement of the

English settlers, and throwing every jiossible obstacle in tho

way of the infant colony. The Indians. instigat<Kl by th<>

French, were most hostile, and committed constant outrages

on the iH'ople. The Acadians, or so called neutral French

|X)puluti<)n, were a constant source of peril and anxiety. In

»)rtler to maintain their t(K)thold at all. unceasing vigilance

and activity were necessary on the ixirt of the (Jovernor and

Council. rnd«>r such circumstances for sonu- years they were

too busy in preserving and jirotecting the settlers to carry out

His Majestys instructions for calling a General Assembly.

Cornwallis. after administering the government for three

years, n-signwl. and Peregrine Thomas Hopson. FiSq.. suc-

ceeded him in August, 17.5-2. His stay in the province was

short, as he went to P^ngland in Novemlx-r, 175.3, leaving
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ChnrkM L.i«r.-mv iih hi».|it<'nuiit.(J(wriM)r in chnrR... On
.Inly •J.-Jnl. 1758. Lawnnce whh »p|M,i„t,.,| (J„v,.rn<,r. nnd pn-
H..l..,l ,.v..r tlR. .Kstinir, „f ,h.. provimv until hi^ .l.-ath
n.t,.lHr nith. I-.U.. Tlu. ,H.ri,„l <,f his K..vernorHhip w...
mnrke.! I.y nmny in.|K,rtHnt .vnts in our pmvinnul annaJK.
i-oiir „f tlHin w.T.. ,.s,H., iuily |K,t<-nt in our fiitur.. fortunes •

that IS to sMv. th.. captur.. of H,.au Scjour, .Inly l-.», 175-,: the
fxpulsidi, of th<. Acadians in HeptcniUr and OctoIxT, I7-).-,

th.- niMlure of Louinhurt;. July o,). l7.-iH. „„d fi„„ily th,. .ap."
tur.' of (^u<'lxc, StpfcniUr |;i. 17.J5).

Our provin.r. as the nsulf of tlies.- mov.nients and
vi(t<,n..s. was at on.e rrliev..d from the w.nstant menace of
J-r.neh attack and Indian niassaeres, and han from thai time
onward orosjK'red in |i«Hce and plenty.

Lawrence was a very capahle and .Herpetic military officer
and proved himself to he an ahle a.lnnnistrator of the civil
ffov.Tmn.nt. His coiuiu.t in lH)th capaciti.-s shows him to
have iMrn th<> very man wanted at this critical juncture in
the tivm-rii] manaf;em.nt of affairs lH)th military and civil.

To us the most im|K)rtant and interesting event which «ic-

eurred d.irinj.' T>awr.-iKv"s regime was the ..vent we celebrate
to-day—the conveniiifr of the first (ieneral .\ssembly of \ova
Scotia.

The r.ords of Trade and I'lantutions, who at that time had
charge of colonial affairs at home, had re|x.atedly called to the
ntti'ntion of the frovernors. and <specially T.a.vrt.nce, th.- im-
ix>rt«nce of summoning a (ieneral .As^'inhly. As already
state:l. in view of the sparse |H,pulation. and the unsettled
and dangerous state of pid)lic affairs. th«'se reminders had h.'cn
ignond. In th<' meanwhile the governors with the Council
had been UMki.ig laws and ordinances for the govermm-nt of
th.'. colony which w.^r.. enforce;! |,y their ofticrs. As the
gov.Tnors and Council also constitut.-d the only court of jus-
tice, th.y naturally tr.-at.d such enactments as valid and bind-
ing on th.' comnnmity. Th.' pr.'ss of business which came
befor,' the Council comp.'lled the Governor to act und.T
anoth.r clause in his c-ommissioi, which authorized him "to
ere.t. constitute and .'stablish such and so many Courts of
Judiiature as he and his Council thought fit and necessary."
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Hhortly nft«>n* iinli* .lonuthuii H«lihtr. K»<|., au» up|«)int(il

by tlH' frown thf ftr»t Chiff .liiHtiiv of the Supreme Court of

Novu Hiotiu. To thin iibl.- tiiul l.iirii.d juriHt, N«)vii H<-otiii i»

und.r a tltH-p debt of ^'riititu-le not only for the HumnioninR

of the (leneriil Asminbly. In.t for the wimloni unci eure with

which tb representuti'in win fixed iind the urouiidwork of our

eiirly h^mliition whh pn|mred. H4l<her wu« iipi>ointed it.

ITVI. and took his scat u* a niendwr of the Council on the 14th

Oct<.i)er in that y.iir. H<' was the ».'cond son of Governor

l^lcher «»f Nrassachu-H'tts. a j!niiluatc <if Harvanl Cniversity,

and a inmnlHr of the Society of the Middi.- Temple, where he

,„mpletod his letjal studies. SiK.n after his coming to the

province and assuming' his duties, he a<lvise.l the jjovernor and

council that their action in pnssinji laws and ordinancs was

ill. nal—that they had no iww.T of legislation, an.l recom-

men.led that a General .\s»iiinbly s»«.uld hu called. His

advic. apiH'ars to have passed for some time unheeded. In

fact, as shown by the corr.siK)ndeme of Lawrence with the

Lords of Trade, he was for reasons already explained, entirely

opiMsed to any such action. Helchcr's advice was. however,

transmitted to the Home authorities, and by them submitted

to the otlicers .' the Cn.wn, who ^'ave the following ot)imon :

••Havinjj considered the ^'ovcrnors" commissions, and

royal insti ictions. and the observati.ms <:f .Jonathan H.lcher.

Ks(|.. we are of opinion that the (lovernor and Council alone

arc not authori/ed by His Maj.'sty to nmk.- laws. Till then-

can be an .\sscmbly. His Majesty has ordered the jiovernment

of tlu' infant colony to Im^ pursuant to his commissions, and

Slid, further directions as he should jiivc under his sijin manual

or 1)V older in council."

\ctint; on this opini.n. the Lords of Trade wro»c Lawrence,

.iir.ctinji that a t-'eiu^ral assembly should be .ailed. So alarm..l

\x thev as to the c..iise.iu.'nces of the ill.'fial pr.).vedilit;s of

t.. .v."niois and ouncil that th.'V i)ai-ticularly eiijoiiu-d

s..r.cv as to th.^ invalidity .)f ih.'ir statut.'s until l,-islati..n

c.)uld be ..btaine.! .•ontirmiiif.' and validatiu}.' their past acts.

Chi.f .Justice lielch.r then prepaivd the scheliu' which

with s.,me m.>ditications by the Horn.' authorities was adopted

f.)r callint; the assembly. He says ainon^' other things m this
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vuliiubl.' Htittc itociiiiiiiit
: "Ipori th.- opinioiiM of Hit Mnji'tty 'm

iittornt y und w)litiu»r-j{iniriil of KiiKliiml it i» iiiii|ikittionaiil<>

thHl III! uMwnibly (ni((h< to bt- itiiiiuiHiiM-d lu vx|»iHlitiouHly im
IMMMJIilc

;
1111(1 it it liki'wiiH- iHtK'nwiry tor rfiiioviriK »'>y objw-

ti«ni» u);iuiiitt tJw pn'wnt f«)rni of jfovernmi-nt whiTeby thr

irihubitanti* (wJ«) Ihtumr' ittttlin* in a Htvtia, at ItiMt

umler the cxiNttiition, if iM>t a |)n>niiM<> of the ianu- privilf(ji'#i,

of hi<h nil iiti»K'mbly i» th*- hiiilM-Ht with ull th*- wloni^'t)

hnvf bt-i'ii tlMiuaht to Ix' Ixnind by luws to which thi-y haw
never usHented.

'•ind. An imdcnibly will likewise nt present Ik- of the
highest serviee to the provinee by invitinjf jM-rwin* from the
fokjnies to»«ttle ujion the lands in X<)vu Seotiii lately evoc-imted

by the Freneh
; und it is subniittt'd us u prudent rnoasna- that

an usser .ly should bi- convened prttious to any grants or

f)ro|K)sal» for settling the lands of Chignetto, Minas, an,l

I'isiquid." He gi\c-» other reawns which tini t'doeg not permit
me to exjiand here, und then lays down in det«il the nR-asuns
which snould be adopti'd to elect retresentutives. This was
on October •24th. 1753.

liuv-ence, in forwarding this memorandunj of the Chief
Justice, reiterates the strong objection to calling on as»<'mbly.

Mutters, however, hud now conu' to a pass when no furth<:r

excuses Acre udmitU-d. On PVbniur>- 7, 175m, the Ijords of

Trade in a despatch to Governor Lawrence say

:

"Wc have fully considered that part of your k-tter which
n-lates to the calling of an assembly, und also the plan for

that purpose contained in the minut4< of council transmitted
with it

; und having so often and so fully refwrted to you our
sense und opinion of the propriety and necessity of this meu-
surt taking place, it only now remains for us to dinct it

being carried into immediate execution, that His Majesty's

subjects (great part of whom arc alleged to have quitted the

province on account of the great discontent prevailing for want
of an assembly) may no longer Ih- deprived of that privilege

which was promised to them by His Majesty when the settle-

ment of the colony was first undertaken, and was one ol the

conditions uiwn which they accepted the proposals then

made."
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On ihf JOth May. 1 758, the luumii iiKt uiid pauid the

fulkiwing niiiiutc

:

"His Kxcfllfiicy havin^f foiiinuiitk'atfd lu tht< Council an

vxlrx-t <i( n U'ttt-r Ui him friiiii th<*ir I^>r(l)tlii|M of ihi- B<Mnl

of TriMk', (liilwl Keby. 7, H.^H. n-lativ*- to tlx' plun franM**! by

thf (lovtTiMir and t'ountil on the- third day of .l.iniiiiry, 1757,

and tran«niitt4>d to tht-ir IjordithiiHt by the (ioverm)r for inny-

in({ irit4) cxccutioM Hi» Muj«-Hty'it inHtnictionM u|K>n calling

gi'tiirai aNwniblM'H within th«' l»n>vincf itittnifyinK tht'ir Ijord-

iihi|Nt' appntiMtion of tht> itanit) in gi-m-ral with mniw alttra-

tioHM, which bfiiiK (•on»i<l«'ri'd by flu! I'oiuifil, lanM- to the fol-

luwinK n'Huhitionii, vi/.. : That tht^ said plan with tlx' amend-

nH>nti* p.u|NM*fd by their Tx>nltthi|m, ithall be forthwith carried

into txccutioii, and publJHhi-d in form an followi."

It then providiil that there ithould bo clwted for th«' prov-

intv at large tixt^vn meml)eni, for the townnhip of Halifax

four, and for the township of Lum-nburi; two. It wm» further

pn>vided that when fifty <|ualitie<l electonj ithould hv settled at

i>iHi(|uid (now \Vind>*or), Minau (im)w Horton), C'obequid

(iM)w Truro), or any other townithipii thereaftt-r erected, each

should !>• entitUtI to wnd two reprewntativen.

H«'lcher in hi* plan had pn>|)08«>d that the first assembly

kIkiuUI Ik clecttd for three years, but to this the I/ords of

Trude objected, unil as no time was fixed for ifx exi»t<'nc«'. it

leniHined entirely in the (lis<retion of the f;overiM)r how Ion);

it should live. The Fjords of Truile encloseil coiiics of tl«' form

(if writ uwd in New Hampshire uml instructions (.'iveii to flu

>,'<iveriiors of (W'orjjiH us },'uide» in their proceed injjs, and iiii

iujui ction, which Lawrence at least carried out ; "You will

take care that the s«ssion Ih' hh short as p( >sil)le."

The proclaniiition was issued, made returnable on the

•2nd day of October. M'tK. wh<'n nineteen members were

returned to serve. The names of the*- first-elecfcd repri'senta-

tives of the jM'ople desen'e ti) l)e reconied.* T'ley were as

follows :

.l<)H<'pli (ierrish. I'olx'rt Simders<in,

Henry Xewton. William Koyc,

William Nesbitt, .Tos«'ph Himdel,

•Malarby Salter waa returned after the flrat aeaalon waK opened.



AUOKKMI or CHICr JUHTICK. 19

Jonathuii Hiiiiuy,

()t<ttrK<' Hiicklintf,

l{4llN-rl ('|||||||Im>II,

.low'iih Fairbunkk,

Jithn Filliii,

rhilip Kiiiiiit,

Hi'iiry Vi'TUuum,

John |{iirliiil|{<>,

Williiiiii |'iiiitrr«>,

i'hili|i HuiiitiKtnd,

liHIIllNTt FolkiTH,

NVilliiini Kut,
Ali'xundcr Kedi*-.

Th.. ilmriKliiiitN „t IM.IIU- of th««. K..ntl..in.n .kmhtk'M nr..

y«t J«) \m' Umtul in tlw pn.vincv. In u k-tter U> tJk- lAtnh ..f

I'rttik' on •-'<»h H.i)t.inlHr, MM, juitt l»«'fur.- tht- dote npp«>inUil
for th«ir MKftinjf, <iovfriK)r Lawn luo wnttc : "I Im)|m> 1 iihiill

iMit Hmi in any of th-nj a diaiXMiition b> t ndmrniKM or ohstnn t

HiK .M»je»tyH wrvice. or to dispute th*' lioynl prertigativf

.

though I ob»«.rvi' that too niBny of th«- nicndxrR chown an-
nuf'h lu havf iM>t Intn the nMMt ninnrkiible for pnmMitinn
unity or obt'ditnte to Hin Mujfgty'u Kov.rnmtnt hert', or
indcfd that haw the most natuml attfli-hnK-nt to th •

prnvincf."

From thf ton«' of thiit ktt«r it iit .vidont that T^wronco
was Mtill iK)t fn-i' froni tho fear and suspicion which hv had
hithtTto felt in regard lo th«- fonvi-ninj; of s gern'ral BHwni'ily
nnil th<' daufjcrof obstrurtion and inttrftrcnce on its part with
hiN administration. Whik- its institution wag ik'sipied t<i

rostrict and limit tho ahn<»t dfsjjotir |¥)Wtr up to thnt time
ex.rciwd in ev.ry (k-iMirtnij-nt by th«' «ovirnor and <oumil.
we s-hall promiitly s*-*- that the Asm inbly on thf whole actid
with nuMkration. showi-d finat businesw capncity. and always
stood up with sturdy indopt-ndiiicf for thfir rinhtn and
privik'ffos.

Thty as»<inbl<'d ,.i. tho Court House aiul deputed thne of

their inendHT)' to wait on the CJovcrnor. and inform him that
they wcri' ready for business. Two nuMubers of the Council
\'.erc then sent by the (iovernor to administer the necessary
eafh and after^vards the Governor sent word he would receive
them at his own house. They were first dire<-ted to ehct a
speaker, and the choice fell on Kobert Sanderson, who had
tile honour of b 'inf; the first speaker of the- Hous<- of Assyubly
of Xova Seotin. ^^^ a e i t .

®-l3K,'.T0\^S
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Tlu' ihoice being approved of. the (iovtrnor then pimwdttl

to ojieii the session with u sjx'ech in the regular constitutional

way. It is too long to give in extenso. After calling their

attention to His Majesty's paternal concern for the welfare

of the infant i-olony, he intimates that the tinu' has arrived

when the province was judged <apuble of providing for the

nece.ssary support of the government, and then recommends

the passage of acts confirming all such acts or resolutions as

the (iovernor and Council had found expedient and indisp«'iis-

ahly necessary for promoting the welfare and peaceable

govtrnment of the people.

Officers of the House were then appt)inted, and the mem-

bers unanimously resolved that they would all servo without

reward this session. Following the usual customary proce-

dure, leave was granted to bring in a bill, utter which on the

next day they att«'nded His Excellency and presented an

address in reply which substantially re-echoi-d the te-ms of

his speech.

One of their first acts was to pass a resolution calling on

His Excellency for all the resolutions of His Majesty's Council

heretofore mad<' and passetl to Ix' laid before the House, and

also the collection of the English Statutes. This information

having bwn furnished, the first act of the Ij<'gislature of Nova

Scotia was passed confirming the proceedings on the several

resolutions or acts of the governor and council of the prov-

ince relating to the duties of impost on rum and other distilled

liquor, and enabling the late collector or receiver to recover

moneys unpaid for any Iwnds or notes remaining in his hands

and for establishing and ri'gulating several duties on wines,

beer or rum and other distilled spirituous liquors for the future.

Thi.s was a, matt<>r of taxation and collection of revenue which

the iieoplc's representatives alone had authority to impose,

and was as we know one of the illegal acts of the governor and

council complained of.

Thirty-six acts were passed at this session of the .Assembly.

Chapters xxvii, xxix and xxxvi were acts for confirming the

past proc<'edings of the Court of .Tudicature and for regulating

further proceedings of the same. Chapter xxx was an act for

revising and putting in full force several of the resolutions ov
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acts of His Majesty's govornors and cotmcil of th«> province

heretofore made, and chapter xxxv was also confirniatory

and amending a resohition of the governor and council. Apart

from theis<! statutes there were no others which required par-

ticular notice. I may, however, point on that chapt<'r ii was

an act for confirming titles to lands and quieting jMssession.

In this statute will be found the first reference to our system

of registration of the titles to lands, as by section 12 it enacted

that the Registrar of Deeds and Conveyances in this province

shall for the future in lieu of any memorial, register all deeds

and conveyances at full length. Chapter v is an act for the

establishment of Religious Public Worship. Chapter xi, an

act relating to Wills, Ijegacies and Executors, and for the

seftlenurit and distribution of the Estates of Intestates.

Chapter xiii, an act relating to Treasons and Felonies, and

chapter xviii, an act for preventing Frauds and Perjuries. The

accuracy and care with which these statutes were drawn clearly

indicates the master hand of Chief Justice Relcher : inde<'d we

know from his valuable and voluminous notes to the tirst

statute's how deeply he interested himself in the early legisla-

tion of the province.

Soimd legislation, howewr, was not the only subject which

engagi'd the attention of the Assembly. An account was

demanded from the governor of the moneys collected under

the regime, of the council, and the appropriation made of it.

Having found a balance in the Treasurer's hands they passed

a vote directing a |H)rtion of it to be exiH'uded in the construc-

tion of a lighthouse on Sambro Island. Their next move

was a H'solution ordering the difl'erent public otticers to fiiriiis'i

a list of the fees exacted by them in connection with their

ivspcctive offices. The judge of the Vice- Admiralty Court

refused to comply by giving the scale of fees taken in that

court. Mr. Suckling, one of the members, had charged Mr.

Collier, the judge, and his otticers before the Council with

exacting illegal and oppressive fees. The Council sent a

message asking the Assembly to give leave to Mr. Suckling to

api>ear before the Coinicil and make g<i(Hl his charge. The

House at once .st(«)d on its rights, and replied that "What

was said bv Mr. Suckling vesttTclav was as a niemtwr of the
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Assembly, and it is the opinion of the Assembly that he is

aceountablc to them only for what was then said."

An address was now passed to the governor siifigestinfj a

bill to regulate fees including those of the Vice-Admiralty. No
statute affecting fees of office appi-ars to have been passed at

this session, nor for many years afterwards ; and as hereafter

noted, the governor informed them that the Admiralty Court

was beyond their jurisdiction.

The Governor requested the House to nominate two per-

sons to collect the duties and imposts. The House complied
by nominating Mr. Newton and Mr. Salter, and when the

Council proposed to appoint two more of their own choice, the

House refused to consent, and added the remark "that the

officers who were the collectors of the impost and excise duties

are by the gout, and other infirmities of body rendered

incapable," etc. The result was that His Excellency finally

confirmed the choice of the Assi-mbly. Another somewhat
amusing incident took plac-e early in the session. "The first

opportunity which offered," said Haliburton, "was immediate-
ly embraced by the House to express their opinion as to the

sources from which they intt'nded in doubtful cases to derive

their precedents. The Council having transmitted to them a
bill for quieting jMssessions of land endorsed "Soit Bailie Aux
Communes,' they immediately returned it, saying that they
neither agreed nor disagreed to the subject matter therein con-
tained, but requi >d that they would he pleased to inform
them for what purpose they had sent that paper to them. The
Council replied that what they had thought profx-r to term a
pnper was in fact a bill which they had prepan'd and sent to

them for their concurrence in passing into law. and that the
indorsenu'nt ujxm it was made in strict accordance with the
usage of 1'ariiament. it Ix-ing customary with that august body
when a bill was sent from the Lords to endorse it 'Bailie aux
Communes.' and in like manner when one was sent from the
House of Commons to inscribe U|x)n it "Bailie aux Seign-

ieures.' The House rejoined that it was their intention to

ptirsue the courric adopted by the other colonial legislatures as

more suited to their 'situation and circumstances—that they

saw no neee.ssity for making use of the French language in any
of their iii-oceedings. and that they were by no means certain
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that eithor a Provincial Council or House of Assembly could

cliiini the privili'{,'c or cont'omi to the practice of the Ijords

and Commons.' " As a result, a conference t<x)k place in which

the form of communication with each other was finally settled.

Another incident exhibits the spirit in which the House

asserted its rights. On Thursday, 14th I)ec<mber, Mr. Pan-

tree, one of the memlKTs of the House, complained that yes-

terday, {joint; '" 1 jieacable manner from the House, he was

accosti-d by Mr. Archibald Hinchelwood in these or like w<mls :

"Damn you, sir, what is this you complain against me?"
Ipon Mr. Pantree denying that he had complained against

him he in a threat«'ning and haughty tone said : "Damn you,

you have; your House has; by (t<k1, sir, I will not bear it.

Take care for the future. I have but one life to lose, and by

God, sir, I'll not be used so," and much mc , to the same

effect. Hinchelwood Ix^ing summoned to attend, said that

his mind that day had been greatly disturbed on some other

ocrasion so that he knew not what he had said to Mr. Pantree

;

that he asked his pardon, and pardon of the whole Assembly.

He was committt'd to the custody of the messenger of the

House. The governor was notified, and the next day Hinchel-

wood, having signed a written apology in terms prescribed

by the House, was set at liberty.

Hinchelwood was an officer in the secretary's office, and

was afterwards made a justice of the peace, and was twice

elected a member of the House of Assi'mbly a;iJ nominated

to a seat in the Council.

These episotles are given here not as of any material con-

sequence, but to show the temper and characteristics of our

first General Assembly. Thi'V were new to the business, and

in the face of such a [Kiwerful bculy as the Governor and Coun-

cil then were in the pr-^vince. we can s<h> that at the outset

they were actuated by a worthy spirit of independence and

determination to redress all grievances from which the jx>pula-

tion were then suffering. The govei-nor on the '21st DecemlKT.

17.18, adjourned the session until the first of February, 17-")fl.

wh(>n they again met. The old complaint of the excessive

fees exacted in the -Vdmiralty Court was revived. The gov-

ernor informed them that the Court of Yice-Admiraltv was
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unliko that of any other court, and that evt-n I'arliuiiu'nt had

never interfj'red with its ffcx, mid that it was beyond doiilit

that the (n-neral Assembly hnd no [x)\vcr to do so. Thereupon
the House passed a series of resolutions ;

Ist. That it is the unipiestionnble right of this House to

order all civil officers to lay before them an account of all tea,
and f)er(]uisites dt'manded iind received by them, and to pre-

pait bills ' )r regulating their fees for the future.

2nd. That th«' refusal of th«' judge of the Court of Vice-

Admiralty to lay before them an account of fees and per-

quisites is a high contempt and of a dangerous nature. These

re.aoluti(ins wen- sent to the governor with a request that he
would do what was necessary to have the evils complained of

redressed. The Governor informing them that his Council

advised him he had no power in the matt<'r. the House boldly

replied "that the Council at present consists of only four mem-
beJs present, one of whom has been, and another now is a

judge of that Court, while a third holds the office of Registrar

;

we cannot therefore doubt that their advice will have as little

weight with your Excellency as with us."

The House thereujHin pass<'d a bill discpialifying any person

filling a situation of profit or emolument under government,

from holding a seat at the Council Board, or being returned as

a member of the Assembly. This Bill was rejected by the

Council as a direct attack upon that body.

A further struggle betwwn the House and Council then

took place in ri'ference to payment of expenses of the .\ssembl.v

and expenses of the fiovernment. Neither would yield to the

other, when the Governor intervened, undertaking to pay tin

items voted by the .Xssenibly when presented. After passing

some statutes already noted, the Governor prorogued the

Hous(^ until the first day of August ensuing.

The second sessio!) of the first House of .\ssenibly began

on that (lay. Their first act was to cIkiosc Williiini Xesbitt

speaker in the place of Sanderson, who T nssume was eitlier

dead or had left the province.

This session was nuiiirkablv short, as on the 13th dav
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of AiiKust the A»si'nil)ly was dissolved by the (iovcrnor, aff<r

having pass«'d seven acts of no j)arti(iilar intinst. We art

not told officially of the reasons which induced the (Jov.rnor
to dissolve our first House of Ass^.fnhly in such a sumiiuiry

manner. We, however, can well imdirstaiid from his cones-
Iiondence with the liordH <if Trade that he had no 'ikinf; for

them. He describes the Assemhly as < ntertaining idle

jealousies of the Council alxjut particular riffhts and privil. j;cs.

whicli he had endeavound to reconcile.

At this distance of time. wh«n we re^'ard the course adopt-
ed hy the Assembly in the liffht of all the surroimdinjj con-
ditions, their conduct, while no doubt v«'xatious to the
(tovcrnor and annoyiuf; to the Council, was justifiable and
praiseworthy. The siibsecpient history of the old Council of
Twelve nnist c<jnvince us that the Assembly were rifjht. even
at that early day. in takitifj a firm stand against the arbitrary
a( ts of that irresponsible body.

Tile next step of the Governor and Council was clearly an
illefial exercise of jiower. 'lavitif; aot rid of the first House
in the manner d<'scribed. it became neci'ssary to summon
another. No doubt the (Jovernor haviiifr onc<' acted un('er the
clause in his commission anthorizin<i the callinfi of a general
ass<'inbly on a basis then fixed as to the ^'presentation, his

(Kjwer in that respect was <'xhaiist<d. and it was for the I^egis-

latiir.' :ii.,:i< to make any changes. This was not the view of

the (iov(riior and Council, for at a nieeling of Council on the
-'l'iuI AiigiLst. nv.}, an entirely new scheme was adopted,
increasiiifr tli.' mimlHT and exteiidin'j the privilege to other
townships. ^flIrdoch admits that it was a great stretch of

f)ow<T for tlx' (Hjv.rnor and Council to alt.r aiul rearrange
the coiLsfitiition of th< tvpres.ntative body of their own auth-
ority, but that it was done with the Ixst design, and being
unobjected to, may be considered as siinctioiied bv the Crown
and |HH)))le.

The first session of the second Assembly began on the -ftli

])ecember, IT-V.). Some of the members <][ the first Hoiisi

were r.'tiirned to the second. William .\<sbitt was ;igaii'

chosin speaker. Th,. (iovernor in lii^ opening speech con-
gratulated the Hoii.~. ..ihi ( <,iiii,ij on (h,' fall of (,)iui)ee, speak-



26 COMMEMORATION OF FIRHT OfcNEKAL ASSEMBLY.

ing of it us that "hiirlMiroiH in(tr<)|X)lis" from wheiuc his Rtxitl

siihjcHs of this pn)viii(r. ami the Kiiifi's other Aiiuriian

(loniinioiis havf groaned under siuh coiilimial and unpardon-

able wrongs; and the AH)*«inl)ly in their answer rail Canada

"the mother and nurse of the most cruel and savage enemies

of His Majesty's American colonies."

A s«'cond session of this Assembly met on the Hth Septem-

In-r, 17()(), and was di8st)lved by the death of King (ieorge II

on till' -loth October, IIW.

Lawrence had died on the 15th Octolwr, and Chief Justice

Belcher then administered the government.

It dws not come within the sco|H' of this paii«r to follow

the career of succeeding HousiS of Aswmbly. The pi'rio<i

ck>8ed with the death of Lawrence embraces all of any ioecial

interest in connection with the early history of our legislative

institutions.

Ix't me conclude this pajH-r with a few brief observations

on the House of Assembly of Nova Scotia. It has Invn the

arena on which distinguished and elo<iuent orators and states-

men fought over the questions of the day with brilliancy and

power—those to whom we are indel)t<'d for many blesi'ings we

enjoy, and for preserving the rich heritage which is ours. On

tlu- floors of that House have s[x>k»'n such men as liiiacke.

.Archibald, Stewart, Howe. .lohnstone, Huntington, Young

and Tup|ter. Each in their time and according to their light

gave to the Province their wise counsel and patriotic love.

P\arless aiid unflinching they fought the great fight which

elided in sweeping out of existence the old Council of which

We have heard .so much, and estiiblishing responsible govern-

ment under which we live and thrive today.
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The Chairman- luxt cullid ii|m)ii

HIS IlOXOrU LTErTRXANT-OOVERXOn PHASER,
whose iiddrcMs was as follows :

Mr. Chairman : The thuf .Justice has l.rs.ly traced the
circiimstaiuis under whieh our (irst parliament was eon-
vened in this I'rovinee. It was not the result of agitation
anionfi the small |H)|)ulation then residing; in the
Colony, hut in fulfilnu-nt of the wise iK)liey of the
statesmen of (Jreat Britain who. to induee " imniit,'ra-

tion, had promised that a Parliament of the repre-
sentatives ehosen hy the settlers should frame the laws
under whieh all who came to the country should live. No
douht, Chief ./ustice Belcher and others who had come from
Massachusetts, where the fJeople nuniy years previously had
their own House of liepresentatives, pressed the matter on
an unwilling Governor and his Councillors. Hut the eompel-
Vmg cause that ensured to Xova S«>tia one hundred and fifty
years a{;o this great privilefie was the promise niad<' In^fore the
arrival of Cornwallis, which, once jriven hy the Nation, must
be fulfilled. The opinion given hy the law officers that th.-
ordinances and regulations made hy the (iovernor and Council
were not binding, hastened it, but was not its primary cans.-
I have m doubt that the city of Halifax, like th.. City of Lon-
don in th- struggle for free institutions ,.arli,.r. was then as
now k<.enly alive to the rights of th,. citizens, and the citizens,
with the exci.ption of those wJio were in close touch with the
Oovernor and his Council, legitimately press,.,! f„r the ful-
filment of the promise giv,.n. ]t ,aniM)t be siiid that in vi,.w
of all the ,ircuii:stances. th,. Hoiii,. authorities w..re not fairly
lilH.n.: the ix)w,.is granted. Looking owr our history, evvn
taking into account th,. long and stupid delav in granting us
full parliamentary institutions, we cann,)t help f,.,.li„g "Jhat
with th,. s,ant informati,)!! obtainabl,. by those in authority at
h,.ine fr,.in so small a ix.rtion „f the Kmi.ir,. as N,.va Scotia
th,.i, was, w,. in the first half-centurv of our historv w..re
cnsiderately tn.at..,!, an,l that the r,.strict,.d powers grar.te.I
wer,. all in all anipl.. and perhaps l),.tter than the fuiriv.w.rs
nfter\v;ir(!s achieved hy [xiUvfiil means.
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In thf onrly yiors of a nvw foiony. in fni-t of any t-ountry

with II parliament, thiTi- itt no Jx'tter crihTion <it itn advnnce-

niont than the pro<tH'dinK» and statuti-s, tht- pi'titions

n-drt'ss of Kriivancfs, tho provisions for tho newngities

Crown, thf chanKt-s made in old laws, and I In- m-w ...»vs

paHHt'd. Tht-y ck'arly indicate the projjPcgs made in wealth

and intellijjcm-c hy th« pt'oplo.

The iK)wt'r of the press was almost unknown : tho workinp

of tho outside world was known, but that imiHrfoctly, to r»

few. Books were searcc and dear, while tho strenuous life in

a now land to supply even the nocossitios of life were so i-on-

stant that each man was largely thrown u|X)n his own resources

to gain such information as he c-ould and act upon his own

conclusions as to what was b<'8t for his w)untry. 1 trust none

of us will f(x)li8hly think our fon'fath«rs one hundred and fifty

years ago were ignorant. Certainly they did not have the

general intelligence now prevailing. No thanks to us for our

superior intelligence, for considering their opportunities and

the age in which they lived, they were in «-very respect our

etpials, if not our superiors. According to tho then rec«'ived

doctrines of civil and religious lilnTty, they and those who

came after them, were in advance of the people of Grout Bri-

tain. Tho Chief Justice has refern-d to the character of tho

first statutes, passed at tlu- first and second meetings of tho

Tiogislaturo. The remarks so aptly ai)plied to thes«' may be

used of subsequent legislation. They knew what they wanted,

and said so in plain, unambiguous language. Their chief

guides were the statut<s of Great Britain, though they copied

largely in principle fnmi those of Virginia and Massachusetts.

Not till the rebellion of the thirteen colonies had they the use

of the Ix'st treatise on the Constitution, the great ess:iy of

DeT^olnie. But they had the advantage of having many excel-

lent works on the rights and iK)\vers of (lovernment, and with-

out doubt the Ik'st that the authors of the revolt in the I'nited

States had to say for th«'mselves. Besides, they were observers

of what ill their situation was most needed. They seem to

have had tho grae<' of beli<'ving that if they advanced—if they

passed siieh laws as were heliifiil for their fellow eouiitrynieii--

tlK'V might leave something to be done by their successors.

They «eie siiiiiiie enough to fool sure tli.il fiitiin- asHembliv'S
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wh<> wrri' to IcKislato for (hiiMjjfd <'oiulitions inijjlit iindfriitanii

what wus r«'<)iiirt(l ami havi- im iiiiuh ability an tl'cv to iiic.f.

as the nie-«' has always met, all iHnu.H whciitv.-r rancd. Hut
alx)v« all. Iik<' th<' I'liritans, thry wrre dtvply read in tlu'

"OracK'H of (iod." That thry did not always nras|i tlu- jireat

truth of universal toleration, to us now so plain and effeetive

in aetion, we rejjret : hut that they w«re e<int.rolled hy their

study and acti-d lucordinjf to their light, no man who hiis reiid

their .Acts ean d«'ny. Year hy year we can ixit*- carefid

advanci's in our statutes, and those laws that now could
nowhere Ik «'Ven proi>os<(l in any Christian I'ariiament were
less ri({<irously pmsi'cuted and more 8|)e«'d'7 re|)ea!ed than in

any imrt of th<' Empire.

It may not k- amiss to fjivc some instances of thost' laws
which at various times were enacted in Nova Scotia. I shall

not att^'mpt to give datt-s or follow <on3«'cutively their pas-

sage. That woidd make m<' s|X'ak beyond your endurance, and
is not necessary on this occasion. The field is an inviting one,

and I trust some gifted son of our province will undertake a

real history of the people of this proviiMe, largely gathered

from th<' <'vi(leiice which our journals and statutes alTorl.

It nnist not be forgotten that the men who made our laws

lalK)ured under two great disadvantages: First, a (Joveriuir

and C'oimcil always antagonistic to them: and secondly, the

veto of the Home authorities, who I supiwse naturally t<H)k

the advice of their repres<'ntative here in preference to that

of the legislature. To men of the pres<nt day it ap|)ears

almost incredible what advances they made against such <Mlds.

Now and again there, is an outburst, but it was oidy after sixty

or seventy ycai"s of a Parliam«'nt of our own that the real

tight for I^esiKJiisible (iovernment Ix'gan. Position, place,

wealth and we fear th<' jiower of the Courts of Law. were on
the one side, but no ui)rising t(M)k place, no bl<KMl was shed,

and our ptacefid rev*)lution was brought alwut by the [lower

of reason and determined conviction.

In considering the treii,! of progress made in our legislature

it nnist not be forgotten that the real active reformers did not

always api^ear in the work perfomu-d. nor in th<' continued

int<'lligence circidated by devoted men in gaining step by step
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th«> ii(lvuiitii({<« of bt'tU-r lnw». Tiiking om- {|iieiition (Mit uf tiki

iiiiuiy, for i-xiitnpk-, Kiliuutioii. ('Uwc odKh-nts will tind thut

Rtv. Dr. Hluck, Dr. Mcl'ulkM-h unci Dr. CniwU-y niadf |kh-

NJblt' tlu' work of Dr. Forrester iirui our pn-iM-iit lulviiiuiii

eilucutional HyHtt'iii. In like niiinrier we could cite other in-

8t4kiui'H. Kiich |N>werful imiiiittuiitii iiiikxi^; the elect4)rutc iiiiule

it poBHible for the ri'pre»«ntHtiv«'8 to enact fnmi time to time

Hurh Iuw8 lut renu'died exixtin^ evils and moved forward to a

nH>rp enlitrhti'mni vanta(;e ((round. I shall only hri«'fly touch

on a few subjectH showing how i;radually. but progresHively

,

the iM'opkj's reprewntatives advanced. In doing so, as I have

suid, I shall not methodically give d.it4's. In the 'elation of

the individual to the family and Htate, a nwwt patt'rnal care

was exercised. Xo corner in w<x)d or articles sold in tlie mar-

ket was |KTmitted. Xo one could k-uve the provinw witlM)Ut a

pass. Seven days' notice of int4>ntion to leave must also be

j,'iven. J)uring that time u creditor might prove any claim

against the imrty k-uving, and he had to give si-curity to

respond to the action the creditor nnist bring in the next court.

Any captain of a vess«'l taking a jurson without a pass forfeited

fifty |K)unds. As early as 1705 was iwssed "An Act for Regu-

lating H»'rvants." Th«' servant conld comjiel a master to grant

a certificate if hired for less than six months. If any one har-

iKiured a s«rvant without such certificate he forfeited ten

|x)unds, and if the Si'rvant count<'rf4'ited such certiticate he or

she could Ik- publicly whipped. If ser\ants left, they were

comiH'lled to return and s^>r^'e «k)ul)lc time. .Ml engHg<mont3

bi'twe«'n master and servant for any time over six months must

he in writiiii;. The master must not s«'ll the servant rum. nor

ke<'p back pay for the same. All disorderly or beggarly

ixrsoiis foimd strolling, not able to show visible means of

obtaining a sober and honest livelih<K)d, were to b«' hired out

|)erton<' for imy term not <'xceeding sev«i) years. Idle <ir

wiuulering persons without a pass from a. niiigistriite were to

be treate<l iis r(igu<'s and vagabonds, and iui|)risone(l. Poor

cliildreii were hound apprcntiei's by the (iverse<'rs of the ixxir,

but putting them up at aucti(ui was never sanctioned.' (^n

several occasions acts were passed to raise a sum of moiii y.

not to exceed a certain amount, by lottery for the puriH)se of

building nwds and bridg.-s. Maiiagers wrw .ipiKiititrd to carry

*!M'

f^*'-IlVJlI!^
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(lilt thr pruviHiotis, wliiih wer-.- to Ik- utrktly riiforn-<l. Only
<m ohi- <i((iisH.n ill 17hU wh» ii priviiti- lolt.Ty n<'f |himm«>(I. |i

.iml.l.d W.ntworth T<.ii«.. ut WUulmir to diii|MMM' of .vrtuiii

imrtx of hi. , Htnt«' hy lotti-ry.

Till' wholcwiiii.' (.'ohihI truth thiit "if iiiiv uoiilil mit work
mithrr mIkmiUI \u' ,.|it," hiiiiw to hiiw \mh-\. literally applied
l)y our forifiifh.T«. In lu'vv laiiit whero tlun- was im) room
for idl. tx and tuch nmn hud to U-nd nil hix en.'rjri^'s to supply
liiniHilf and family with tin- pritiir ii<(rHmirif»* of lif,., wc nin
iiiid. ixtaiid that tlw idler and thriftier.* found littl.. .•onsid.ra-
ti<in or syinimthy. Mijfht luit th.- ri^ht.'oiis principle und.r-
lyiiit; the k.«islati<iii of tiKw- hyuoiu' days Ix- vm:d to udvantajf.-
ill the prcHcnt. um?

'I'axafi<in at first was levied almost altof-ethtr on nal
estal... (iradiially. but chiefly within the last fifty y.ars.
ixrsonal pn.|),.rty lM'<anie subject to nsseasnu-nt. In cy)nn(.<-
tioii with the franchi*-. except for a brief ,H.ri(Kl IxKinnin^r in
lH.-)4. uiiivernal sutrra«e lu'ver obtained in our province.
Iiicom.. was early recognized an eiititlinjf a resident to vote,
but after some time it must Ih^ from a fnrludd estate. The
forfy-shillinK freehold lon^r held first place in the .|ua)ifications
re(|uired. Many (•hai)«..s cMcurred as •!«• country Ixrame more
thickly sett 1.(1. even to the ri-ht of a husband to v..fe on his
wite s thirds, if th,. valiu. was siitti.ient. The r.-i.stration
<>l el..ct„rs was after a v.ry crii.le fashion, and the a<ljouriim.-nt
<'f the iK.II from place to place at .Very el,.cti<m was a m,;st
VICIOUS practice, much more deUH.rali/injr <„, tif voters than
the worst that is painted of elections at the presi'iit day. Never
was it attempted to make the franchise restrict'ive. X„
advanta-e was ujven to the rich, ami eve-v di|i^r,.„t. thriftv
'iti/eii bad the ri-ht ^'ranted him of naming his law makers.

As laws were passed a^'aiiist idleness, so most severe eiiact-
'ixnts weiv put in force a-ainst what were then considend
•ntiKs. The r.onl-s Day was to be pr»,M.,lv observed- i,<,

work except works <,f iiec..ssity and m..r<y-no pastimes p,.,--

mitted under fine of ten shillinf,'s. .All pers,uis of h,,,lth and
above the ;,<:,' of tweKv years, if absent three months from
divine s^.ivice. were to be fined five sbilliiifis, the fines to go to
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ttx- |MN)r. The niti»t Im* miil iit thf tt|H'niii(( of viich iu'Hitk>n

of thi< |Ni> .1.1 twi<-x It vcitr ill «'Vcry pliiii' of wonhip.

liliiHphi'i ,) vim piiniitliHhk' hy an hour on two iMHiiitionM in

th4> pillory. I'ntfiiiH* I'lintiii^ anil Mwciirintf iiurit<-<l fiiK'x of

two, four or t'itjht .Hliilliii((ii. If the triinM|{n-NMor wiim iiiulcr in

hi- wim M'hip|ic4l : if over, he wint coniniitttMl to th<> >«t4M'kH. For

iM'iii^ ilriink a lin<- wiih itii|MMMil for tlx' tiriit olTcnct' of live

MhilliiiiiH ; for m-coiiiI, miiiir tiiii' ami two Hiirt'tifH aduitiMt ii

re|M-titH»i. Jf otif Witt convictfd of niiinMliiiii;hter, "M" wbh

liiirnt on th*- hniwii of lift Ihuml). for othir fikini«'H "T" wa*

thi* liraiiil. N«> tfiirM wcri' shnl : no kinil laihcH (;ot up |H>li-

tHiiiM-, no flowim. Thr foHowiii^' pn>vitiionH uri' iM>tfWorthy

:

If any |i«*rH«in or |i«'riM>ii4 alMivc thf a^c of foiirti-tii yonrM iihnll

Ih' convictfd by confrNMion or l>y tin- oath of onr cn-ililik' wit-

iK'HM iM'fori' any jnsticf of tiu' |H>ac<' of making or piibL.ihinK

any lir, lili<*l, or H('an(lak)iiii rf|Nirt tcniliii),' to the daniacc or

(Iffaniatioii of any imti^oii, or iihall with intrnt to alxiwx niiil

(k'ccivc othtTB, invfiit or iipn-ud any faIsM- iu-wm. evi-ry such

otTendir nhall Ix' Hiied at thf iliscntion of niuh jiiutio- in any

suih not cxiH'i-dint; h\.' |)oiindii, to Im' paid Ui the ovinu-er or

tho jjoor of tho town whcri' tl., offmco was ruiiiinitt«Hl, nnd

hi- xhall \h' lK)und in a rei-onnizancc with two »iir»ti«>H for the

(((mmI iH'havioiir for itiich tini*> m th«- justice shall think inert,

and if tho Km- bv not jxiid a warrant shall hr issued. If thr

tine wiu iK>t paid, thf olVi'iuk'r was coniinittcd for one i.. >nth

or set in tho stooks for throe hours, or whipped if th«' juxtioo

Mhoul-l iit^« (it Ml to do. Hut this did not end the matter,

for a private iwtion eoiild l>e hrinif;ht hy the party slandered

and dania{;es recoviTed. For lareeny. reeeiviii;,' stolen (;«mmU

and eortain other offences, tho punishment was hard lalxjur

in the House of Correction at Halifax or elsewhere, or lalnHir

ii|K)n th<' hijihways or other public works in the Province for

not more thi'n seven years, on such t»rms and conditions as

should appeiir to Ix' best calculated to promote the reformation

of the offender. This was a f.'<H>d example to others and a

just retribution to fln' public for the injury doni- to it by such

offender. The |h'I1 .Ities for crime meted out by our fore-

fathers may have Im'cii, and doubtless were tiM) severe, but

perhaps we have swun^' too far in tlu' op|H)site direction. The,e
ijiMK not seem to be iiiiythiu-x l'l<*' tile fciir of |niiii^hnntit fur
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wninuilointt iit tln' |ir«mn« tiny timt 'Xisliil fviii in Ihc

y«iiiit{i'r iliiyN of inuiiy prtMiit with ii» IimIiiv.

Th<- fir«t Alt n>liititiu to I'lliiiiition un» {inHMd in \'(U\. It

rliitfly nlatfil to f|uiiliti('iition of tiinhtrs. For tin- tirnf Imlf

ttiifiir) <if our ri'pnwitiiitivi' history it »irniK that thf Hirvif«M

of II tniihcr wan a niatt»r of contnMt Mit>H>iit any h»»4»!<ii'«ii'

II thr iiihahituiits. Hy thin Art no Icatlier wan iMrinittiil to

ktMp a yiaiiiniar ochiNil in any part of thf province or any kind

of wImioI in Halifax until cxaniiiii'd hy the niinii.r of thf

town or two jiistics of tin* |>.m»'. A (trtilicafo of txaininalioii

and one of jjimkI .liaracti'r from -six inliahilantH wan ntctsHary

iH'fori' oht^tiniii^ a lirin»i'. It was lifty-tw<» yi-ar* afl«rward»

k'forn truftttcs wtri' ap|ioiiited. and then only tliri-c in «aih
county. Th«ir duty was to acivjit ami rnrivc donationa for

the trection of kiImioI lioiisfs. Afl«r\vard«i a iHrminxivi' ait

for I'lutinra^'inj,' Ihi- i HtaliliHlmn lit of w.'mmiU thnaijjlKHit the

proviiui' was pai*md. 'I'lit' |)n-aiiilil<> in iiottworthy

:

"Whi-niiH It in liife'hiy advunta^'foim to thi; youth of thin

proviiur foalToid thi'iii ivcry means of acquirinti iitkful kiiow-

kdgi' in tlMise ^»^ti•ntial imrts of K«iuTal cducatioii wliich are

nwcssary to ptrsons of every rank and station in civilized

wjeiety." This act pfrmitted the inhabitants of any district to

vote not iiiore tliuii i'2t»0 or less fhuii i'.'iO to the end that the

voiith may be, taujjht orthojiriiphy. reading', writing and

lirithilietie. lOdueutioii \\i\, t<i U' fr«'e. \ siil)se(j\ielit let

emiH)wered the sessions on the application of two-thirds of

the inhabitant- of ii siHcitied district to set out i^iieh distriei

for the education and instruction of the youth and children

of this province in common reading, writing, arithmetic and in

morals and manners. SiImhiI eoirmissioncis were to be
ap|><)iiit<d. an<l if the district made default of voluntary pay-
iiu'iit it could be asv >s<.d. This is the first ineiilion. as far

as J can find, of as.sessmerit for education. Tenchers were to

Ih) licensed by coniniissioiiers, and a |)ro|(ortioii of thiir

salaries ini^iht be paid in i)r<Mluce, accordin<,' to the custom of

the ix)untry.

In IH'M u board of ScIkk)! commissioners was ap|>ointe(l

'or each county and district for su|HTiiiterulence of s(h<M)Ls.

Tliey were emiKiwered and commanded to lay olf the county
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or district into school districts. Teachers must he hired for
one yoiir. Two-thirds of the inhal)itaiits of any district coidd
levy an assessment ior sch<K)l jMirpost-s. and under certain cir-

cumstances a (irannnar sch(K)l for tvachiiifi the hi-.'h<r hranches
nii^ht k' comhined with the common schcxil. S(K)n after an
act provided that poor children should Ik- taught free. Provi-
sion was also made for the education of coloured children. It
was not till the first year of (^ueen Victoria's reign that a
female teacher, if she could be more advantageously employed
than a male, c-ould lawfully teach in our sc1hk)Is. In 18.)0 a
Su[ierintendent of Education was apiwinted. The Province
was divided into counties and districts with five commissioners
for each. A majority of the rat<'payers in any district could
assess. \o less than two, nor more than four, grammar schojls
in ea<-h county. In 1H.54 the Normal School was established,
and in ]H5«J trustees must be yearly apjioiuted. In lKfi5 was
J)ass<'d the act now in force. I have with more detail referred
to our educational l<'gislati<m iH-caiise. |)erhaps iK-tter than any
other su!)ject dealt with by our representatives the, storv of our
l)rogress may be studi<'d during the early years of n-presi'iita-
tivi- institutions. 'J'he settlers who came to us had th«' advan-
ta^'e of being educated while young, 'i'liis was particularly
the ease with those who came from the sistor colonies. .Mu<h
was done by private and family training, so that to a certain
c\Ut\t the disadvantages of lack of schools was overcome.
From the beginning of the last century till the present, in no
I>artof the Kingdom was education more generally attainable,
and ] think we can UKMlestly aftirm, nowher,' better results'

obtaiiu'd.

In the matter of religious toleration the fii-st parliaments in
this province followed closely in the narrow liiu's marked out

in (ireat liritain iind the sister colonics. They conceived that

it wa,s their duly to make men religious by Act of Parliament.

They therefore passed an act for the establishment of religioii=;

public woi-ship in this province, and for suppressing Papat \

.

Py this act the Fiitiirgy of the Church of Knglanil was estab-

lished. No ministers were to officiate without a certificate

from the Bishop of London. All others were by tli<' Covernor
to be. silenced. Calvinists, Lutherans. (^Juakers or any other

Proti'stants dissenting from the Church of Lngland were per-



AODKESS OK LIEUTEXANT-(JOVERXOR KHASER. 35

niitt.Ml to worsliip us they saw (it without piiyin;; rates. All
Popish priests were to depart from the Proviiieo before tlu'
•^Jth <.f March. 1751). on pain of ix-rpetiiai imprisonment.
After that .late, if fnind. the ix^ri^.tiial pumshment was
infli.t,.,!. If they ...:.;.. ., „ ,vas a felony. All persons har-
lH)nnn- Popish p k sts shonLl lor;,., f.JO. All Justices of the
P<aee were emp- wiv'i <,n <,atM <,i suspicion to commit priests
or their harlu.ure -, t , i.iil. If a..y priest wer.. a prisoner of
war or shipwreck.il lie was .x; apt. hut was lM)im.l to reixirt
himself to the yowrnoror a justice, and satisfy them that they
were in the province from necessity, and then d<'part. No
Papist could hold land except hy fjrant from the Crown, and
their deeds and wills were not bindinj;, so the lands Ivcaine
forfeited to the Crown. A relaxation was made in 17K.-), hut
oven then they had to take a lonj; oath, the form beiuf; pro-
vided in the Act. They could name no t;uardians for their
children. I'p to 17HG no Catholic teacher was to ti-ach ihuLt
l)iiin of a fine of flO. -'Shall hv so presumptions" are the
words of the statut<' reforriiif; to a Catholic teacher. All thesi'

disabilities were removed, and shortly afterwards Catholics
were allowed to sit in the House of A.ssend)ly and hold all

oftices u|H)n taking the oath of ottice re<iuire(l" by any other
jvrson. Ix't us not think these men were lu'artless or cruel.
They indulged the error, even yet prevalent, but which never
ean prevail, that men can be drag<K)ned into virtuous living
or translated into the Kingdom of H.aven by Acts of Parlia"-

nient. The presumption assumes the <.xehisive knowledge and
grace of those who would i)ass and execute laws to regulate the
conduct and improve the graces of those who s'tubbornlv
believe in their own conscience. We nnist never forget that
our law makers had the example oi the homeland and tlu'

colonies in such h'gislation ns 1 have ernunerated. In .uldition
to this the Koman Catholics were asso<iat<d in their minds
with French rule, and they no doid)t the more willingly passed
thes<' cruel acts to ensure safety against any opixirtun'ity that
toleration might have towards a return of French rule. Froiv
nil I have be.-n able to gatlu'r, tlu^se enactments wvre Ix-ttet

lionoure.l in the breach than in the observance. There may
have been convictions, but so far 1 have not been able to find
any instance. And as a crowning glory to our own province.



36 COMMEMORATION OF FIRST UCNERAL ASSEMBLY.
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here for tho first tiiiu', in what now constitutes tho Empire,

a Catholic ttH)k his scat in our House of Kcpresentativos with-

out (lepradinji himself l)y taking the oath then universally

prescribed.

There is no nobler era in our nation's history than that in

which this changi' was brought alKiut. The siK-eches of

I niacke and Haliburtoii are as manly and eloquent as any
ev<r delivered. 1 have often wondered that our educational

authorities have gone so far afield for examples of eloquence

in our school readers, while the rich treasures found in those

of the men I have named have never been referred to. No
choicer, pun r, or loftier specimens for the study of our young
jxK)ple could anywhere be found.

As I said before, the study of our history as shown by our

statute law is interesting and heljiful. I have only referred to

a few among many. Sometimes cautiously, at other times

quickly, advances were made. I have not touched on such

laws as those relating to taxation (except for schools) , our
lands, our courts and procedure, and numerous other matt<'rs.

But ] think 1 have shown, as 1 might show by all that has

transpired during the lust one hundred and fifty years, that

the f<ars of those who objecteti to the measure of si'If-govern-

ment granted, were groundless and that true to the history

and instincts of the Briti.sh people, we have worked out our
|)rol)lems and achieved our success by the use of intelligent

constitutional meth<Mls. And 1 am convinc<'d that as a result,

no part of the world olTcrs better inducements for leading a
(|uiet, useful, happy and contented life. But let us by no
means consider the work completed. As long as w<' live, as

long as the race exists, new (piestions and readjustments of

old om's will have to be faced. Aiul we shall k)se much of all

that this anniversary includes if we fail to gather the lessons

it teaches us. As those who legislated in the past up to the

me4isure of their abilities to improve the country as far as laws
could do so. we in our day nnist act in lik(> manner. (Questions

of gravest (liiiractK'r and greatest moment still are forcing

thems<'lves. and justly so. u|K)n our attention. Hach genera-
tion must meet the issues demanding s-olution in its own day.

Tlu' relations of capital and laliour ; the quick acquisition of
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Ciipitiil I'V till' few; more thorougli common school ('(liiciitioii

and aih need |)roj;rcss in hi>;hor and tichnical training; the

control of trusts will not sleo]>. Wise men will judj^c from the

nature of the claims advanced in the lijrht of thi' ex|>«'ricuce of

tho ])ast and the knowledge of the ])reseut and take sides. Our
first les.son should 1k> to educate and mould public opinion, ft is

the true .sovereipi of the world. It is the only momirch that can

never he dei)osed or ahridjrcd of his ]irerot;ative. The throne,

our legislators, aye. our constitution, are only mouthpieces for

its ex]>ressi(.n. And more pot<'nt than ever before us is this

sovereign today. It is making Japan, educating China, dis-

turbing India and shattering the ancient despotism of INraia

and Turkey. It gave us lUsixmsible Government, ibridg<'d

the prerogative <if the frown, asserted the rights of parliament

to use the puldic lands and w<alth of our mines in the interests

of our iK'ople, and make thos<' who nik' over us directly

responsible to its |)<)wer. There is no danger from sane and
constant agitation. Our real danger is when it. like Samson,
submits its invincible locks to be confined by the, lingers of

Delilah with the pin of a weaver's brain. Steady progress

and wise advance de|H'nd on enlight«'ned public opinion. Tli<'

public are movi'd by individuals. Every honest citizen whom
we can enlighten—every mind ent<Ttaining right views and
cherishing in- • feelings—is an imjirover of this |K)wer. The
humblest 1

•; aware that his opinions are a jwrtion

of the sovi'r. -er, should not and would not consider his

influence insi^.nficant.

Our first lesson from the exjH'rieiice of our past legislation

is therefore, to strengthen the jv)Wer and cultivate the

enlightenment of public opinion.

Another lesson we may learn fr<mi the conduct of tho

people and legislatures in the past is that we must cultivate

national modesty. Formerly they did not shout about what
they were, oi ', wh(>n needed n>forms were acctmiplished.

Why should we seek praise or Im- Iwastful when w<' do our duty

to our beloved eo'Mitry? Thankful for our enviable ixisition,

let us not consider ourstdves bej-ond U'arniiig of others. T

believ«" we can all afford to Ix' jeak)us of no other land. Our
aim should lx> not to be ever pro<Iaiming our superiority, but

rather to so live and act that our children can have the same
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pride in our Ivlovod province that wo haw. A lack of national
nKMksty heKets vanity, and vanity loads iis not to s^.e our
dofptts, and capabk- of windoning nuicl. that should not be
tolerated. How stronfjly writ is the st<rlin^' quality in the past
«jf lovin<j and servinjr our native land without hraj;. Conti'utod
to serve their own day and feneration, our fathers left it to
others and not themselves to praise their work.

The. last les,son to which ] will refer as taufjht us durinjf
the last one hundred and fifty years is to learn from the pae*
the cultivation of national modesty. Durin<r the fight for
nosiwnaible (Jovernment. the formation of parties and Con-
fe.leration of the Provina's. many hittcT thin s were spoken,
many unkind thin-s written. At various other times some
bittern.'ss IS discouTed. But the (Krasions were imiiort-
ant. and to many of those in the fi-hf. the issues personal.
Calmly l<H)kin{j over what was said and written in those days
an.l eomparinjr the time and issues involved, I do not think we
can boast of the advan«-s made. T think the manner in which
pubb,. men of all parties are -written up." as the. method is
called. ,s not on the sam<. hi-h plane as that taken bv the
writers of former days. Rut whether that is so or not . wo"m^d
to cultivate with all dilifr<.nce the spirit of national moderation.

Tlu- best n.sults of past history an- that evcrv fn-e me.mbt^r
of the community, b.. he hi-h or low. ri<-h or poor, has a ri-ht
c'lual and uiKp.estionable to think, speak and act unon «.very
ni<>asure orifr.natin- amonjj and inten'stin? us as 'a pt-ople.
l'h<> full d..velo,,m,.nt of our institutions demands the fair and
nnshackle.i exen^ise of tnis ri-ht. It must be exercised
.rres,R.ctive of party views. From the dav Abram and TA>t
went out th.. one to the riffht and the other to the left we have
had parties, and they will exist in th.. future .s in the past
Hut how are we to act toward the trrowth of froo.l an.l whole-
some laws? \ot surely in cryinf.^ down whatev.T we hav<- not

claiminf.' even- virtue for
been instrumental in passing.', am.
all that we have succee.l..d in maki-' law. The man who aets
iis anotluT man a.'ts simply because that other bids him to
(liink and act. retards frc'dom and a'l social projiress \nd
w.. must not forfr,.t in th,- attainm.-nt of further advantages
that Kxprrirnce that rray-haired old frentleman who followed
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Tiiiif intotho world, and who was contfinporan- with Wisdom
«r«. the foiiruiations of tho earth wtn- laid, who throiiffh --ll

ativs of our nation's advancement riKulated our ti^'mper and
fonservatively guided our progress, is altogether the safest
guardian of such precious treasures. True he may not har-
angue with quite, as much rapidity and fierceness as tlie fluent
usuriH'rs of his place do. hut the words which drop .,owly from
his honoured lij)s an- wiser. Though ho stand leaning on his
stair and l<K)king with straining <.yes. we may safelv trust to
his vision rather than to young.T and hrighteV eyes "that may
not. str so clearly. This ag.^ needs to call hack the venerahlo
8e<'r from his ohscurity and consult him daily. He may ')e

old-fashioned, but we would array him in modern costunK^and
set him in our high places. ]iy thus joining togeth<'r the
wisdom of the aged and the vigor of the young wr can succeed
in moulding a safe and .suftici.'ntly progressive advance, in the
direction of sound and healthy legislation. For let it not be
forgotten that such as our institutions are, they must remain,
modified from time to time to suit succeeding times. Prai.so,

cannot make them Ix'tter nor detraction less—th<y are. ours,
l)ought and paid for. But they are ours ndei" a .solenm
res|K)nsil)ility. under none other than the trust that \w will
preserve, exalt, extend and improve them. We shall discharge
that trust only as we hold them in a right sj.irit and exercise
Ihem u|H)n proper principles. In maintaining and holding
sacred that spirit that will adorn and perjietuate these! institu-
tions consists the whol<' secular duty of our generation.
^^ hen this ceases to b<.> imix)rtant and intensting in our eyes
wc cease to deserve them. Honour is alike due to those who
attained them and those who will strive earnestly and fear-
l<'ssly to pres(>rve them.

Tile full enjoyment of liberty by all de|>eiuls on the
moderate use of it by each. The man who is willing to act in

obedienci' to other than his own unbiased judgment is always
immoderate. The want of it is due to those who suriviuler
tlu'ir jxrsonal iiide|K>ndence for the Ix.ndage of parti/ans. who
would sacrifice their sacred birthright of free thought and
action to become the nu-anest, be.ause thi' voluntarv slave of

another. He who thinks as anothc think

aiKiilii

s. or acts as

•r man acts, fails to Icok calmly into the past for
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jjiiidaiue as to tho present, for action enii never without siinc

ni<Hleration help others or assist in the true solution of
pn'ssing problems.

On this glad anil nieniorahle anniversary T have thoii-rht
it well to call attention to the duty ineunihent on every
citizen of this free eoiintry to intellifrently study our own
laws and to OMMlestly, nioderat.'Iy and niiinfully sivk to make
them Ih'tter. Let no one assume our fathers did n<it do their
part well. When they eanu- to this vast solitude they earried
the elements of the highest eivilization with them. .\nd they
evolved a hetter, safer and more humane eiviliziition than any
others in .\meriea. Leavinj; their native land in jKiverty. their
lirst earc was the intelleetiial and moral character of their
children. It was in this country always the pride of its imsnr-
passed first settlers that men f.dt keenly that they should take
a dee[) interest in how \\v were {roverned. For us the stream
of steady developm<'nt like a mifjhty river must be studied.
Alon^r its banks watch the chanfjes. Let none of us think our
work is soUly in the associiition halls or in the marts of com-
merc. Christianity is not that ethereal essenw; som<' would
make it. It is tremendously practical. Down here where imm
move and fiovermnents fiovern, is the place of conflict. On us
de|)end the decision whether or not the laws alfectin;,' <|ues-
tions that may arise shall or shall not be improved. With such
a. country a^ ours, rich in land, mine and sea—with a jn'ople
healthy, nenerous and intellectual, no lioimds can be placed to
our ix)ssil)ilities. Livinj; under laws as just as any couniry
under the sun, our jxissibilities are preater and our responsi-
bilities wei^rhtier. Shall we fold our hands and grmoble?
Shall we insist on what oiijjht to be and fail to help? Or rather
shall we make ourselves intellifjently ac(piaint<d with what
ought to hv. anc' sti'adfastly seek to attain h?

It is not a (|i stion !>f how much we shall improve our laws,
as that we shall improve th<"m. Not quantity, but improve-
ment. What maturs it how much we shall do—rather shall
we so improve them as to make it easi<>r for those who follow
to find the way easier. Let the spirit which should accompany
all reform be abroad; let modesty, moderation, charity, inde-
rtondence and above all. truth, Ix' always guiding onr progress.
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•rhn, sl.nll <,ur laws .l.an;:.. without r..v<.lutK.n an.l stnn.l firm
•Man .an.u.t, overthn.w tli.in aii.l tl... Almi^rhty will not.

I l.av,. witiMSs..,! with w<„„|,.r an.l .(.lir-ht "th<. t..r...nt.narv
""•".orrals on th. I'lain. of Al.raha.n. It was ...npin-n.aki.,''
"' Its .•on,.,.|.tion, a,„l u„rivall,.,l at least <„, this ,„nti,K.„t in
Its s,..e..ss. Hen. tw<, .,vat ra.vs ..<.|..t,rat<..l the ^brv of their
fon.fathers. the su.c.ss of (;r..at Britain an.l the freJ.k.n. an.!
Pj'ae.- that

. .nneetion with onr Kin;;,|<.n. has t.ron-ht iH.th
Historieally tlu'. eventb connneniorated were worthy of our
..at.onal evolution. Hut 1 think fKlay's n.en.orials l.re n.ore
worthy ot our nrofrnifion and .viel.ration. Her,, first, in the
f-Teat FMnf.'.l<.n, now forming th.. hon.eland an.! l.evon.i the
seas men m.t to .lelii.erate as a parliament on ,,uestions alTeet-
i-'t.' II... land in whieh they lived. Not. it is true, with the
sam,. .K.wer. fre...lon. and r,.s,H.nsil,ili,v as n.nv. hut still ,
"i-tm;; <d free men repn.sentin^j free men. That thev and
;i I who ean.e after then, played their parts honoural.lv. u"ns,.|f-
^<My Mud patriotically till the full..st resiH.nsihIe ...iernment
'"•<='"" «'m-s. none will now deny, h, the future our ehildr..n
<""• f^rand,.hildren. will .-ertainly a,ain eelel.rate this .^reat
^IHuh m our history. W^U they he al.l.. to l,:ok haek on our«ork as we ean <m thos.. who preeede.l us".' (an thev honestly
nn,nn that those who lived in this day .-au^ht the spirit of tl.;.
I'iist. read th.. si-ns of tJ.eir own tin.e an.l di.l th..ir .lutV^ Or
will th..y hav.. t. truthfuily attirm with our ,ne:„..r opi^ntuni-
ties we tail..d to imi.r..ss our aj,.. with tl... ..nli,d,te,.ed yi..ws
<'f a pr<.f,',-..ss,v.. .Ie,.,<,..,-a.-;-.' Kith-.r ........s.. is op..n. Shall ^u^
"<.t w,s,.|y ,.h.M,s<. the l.ett<.r? .\s a ,.,..,.,<„.ial of the past a.,
"".nt.v.. to the p,-esent. an.l a f,mara..t,.e for o„r fut..r,. 'we"uvt to. ay to unv..il a tal,l..t to th.. first n,en who sat in the
"<l^" l>i.il<l.nf,' th,.., eonstitiitinj. o,.r H<.us.. of I>a.-liam,.nt W,.
'<'>-<n,r the... in .•e.....,nl,e.i.,. then. : we a,v ho.,our..d o,.rs..|v..s
I'v .....I,' th..,r in.itators. I f.el that no hi,d,.^r disti..,.tion
'ould b,. n..„e tha.. th,. ho..our the eon.n.itt..e have eiv.'.. ...e
of uny..,hn. what wi ways hereaft<.r in this chan.U.r he
n.s,soe,ated w.th the illustrious .I^ad, an.l a «,„tinu..d incentive
to ..ne.-.ret.e living a.id patriotie a.^tio,. to ,.s a..d all who .....e,.
alter us.

The Ch.mrm.vx
: We have with us to,?av M, J \ v^,

«tronj,. whose eloquent .speech in the Lefjislative fo.,n..il had
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»o much to do with tliis wUbrutioii. I im)W (iill on Mr.

Amistnmg.
J. N. ARM. .'HONG.

^fit. C'iiaiiim.vn: Oiir fellow ('nnai'iHii)< have itppu fton-

croiis ill tht'ir insistciuo that Nova Ht-otia holds tho

place of a land of distinction. It will be accepted

that any jienuine distinction to which a country is

entitled niiisl Ih' l)a.sed on the trained intellitrenee of its

people. If this merit helonns to Nova Scotia, the develop-

meiit of rej)res«'ntalive ;.'overnment amonj;st us must certain'y

he refiarded as a. salient feature in contrihutiii},' to it.

Probably in no part of the Uritish dominions are the people

«/ ilose to the licnislature as in this IVovinee. Here as n,i-

wli*re else the Hansard of the rrovince forms part of the daily

rpadinjr <>f the ]Kviple. The full debates and pnx'eedinjjs of

both our Houses, as taken by the oflicial rejiorters. is published

every morniiif,' in the press columns of ImjIIi the |)olitieal

parties. This, done under the authority of the Iie;;islaturi'

it»"lf, affords every household the most direct opiKirtuuily of

l)e(/>iiiinjr fully informed on every public measure without any

party 'olouriii},' what< v,r. Huch a course as this supplii's the

widest fKissible distribution of le{,'islative values amonj.' the

people

—

vvJiiit mi;,'ht in our case be fi'rnied an absolute common
stock issue oj); n to the subsi-ription of <'very man.

This unpa rail, led distribution of le<rislative values was

naturally the firowtb of years. For more than half the period

which We celebrate today. Nova Scotia's parliament was a

rlos<. corixiration. \\ h;it mi{;ht be rej^arded as the ori;.'inal

iKiud issue was in the liiiii<]s solely of those who sat behind

the four walls of the old Province Huildinj;. After the passa;;e

of the first Kcform Hill in Kii;;lMiid. trained minds in this

KMjiitry saw the },'reater );;)ssibilitii > 'if representative fiovern-

iiKij' I'lr .Nova Scotia, and det<'rmined u|x)n forein^r that fuller

distritMiri-.n of lefjislative values, which culminated ii! the

aftainnieiff -4 R<'S|K)nsible v'iovernmelit, and whi<'.i will for-

ever stand (1*/^ i»s Nova Scotia's jrreat 'ssue of preferred stock

in the evolution .

•'' parliamentary ),'ov<'rnment in Ih.- Colonies.

H'lwe. Nova Sc<»tw'« iconoclast of |M)1itical privile>j<'. will

always t)e ri'cofjni/ed as fhe type of the Colonial llefoniu r
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''"- -ly hand n. ,h.. „.l,„i„is,n.ti<.n ..f lir.irs. ,. tv,. ,

hZ;;;:'
- ""^ ""'^-"^'—

^
«•

-^o- ..s ti,., h..^.::

h hrst „„.. ,.....,,,.„, ,„,.,, ,f ,.„^ K,,„e..n,..tiv.. (Jovnunont.
,' ;"

'""^ ''"^' ""^ "^'"^"•' "'• f<"- i" tl".t y.nr fl... ,..,,1..
...... .nto ,>,.s,ssKn ,

.• ,h., invuIuMhl.. ...I nu r.s of ,,..

f.
.

«;'"«"t"t.<...al .stn,t.vl.. <.f ,h.. C„nf...l..rati<,n
r-HHl M,tene„..,i. h..uvv..r. a.ul it „,.,v ,... sai.l that it wa
H. m.„ ahn<.t th. l...,i,„.i„, .,f „.., „,,.,„, ,„..„,^.,,^,,. ^.,,,,^
'f th. f,fty .s.n<v IH.^H thnt th.. pn.vi„.-.. i„ nalitv fjink-.i „p its

h.- .nt.r.. sona
. ...iM.ational an.i i.uh.strial i,.t..n.sts of th,-

l'e<.|.l.. .... a,.K. th.. ,„t,.r...sts an.l staj-e ..f tho I..^M.slat„r.. Tho"- "r.l,.r of things .all..., for a ....v ,K.i„t <,f vi.... . The uZ
'."tl<x.k .l..n>n„.|..., that tho sane ref..rn..-r an.l the st«,n,
-l."M,.s,ra,or shoul.l fr.nn thi, ti.n.. fonvar.l b.. ..onnx.ito in
>J-. .h.t one an.l th.. sanu- nmn if h.- w..r.. availal.l.. shoul.I

'"' •;""""""' not o..ly to inter,,r..t publi.. opinion, but to
uni.l...n..Mt ,1 as well int.. l..,Mslativ.. ..naotn...nt. Fortunat.-ly
iN<.va S..,tu was able ,., pro.l.u-.. this ..,n.,.„it.. tvp.- of man
ro.ju.r...l .l„,.n,,r th.- yr.rs ..f ..xpansi.m an.l ..x,H.rim..nt. whi.hhavo ..vor s.n..o !>.....„ with us. That ty,H. i« c.ss..utiallv Xora
S..<...a s po|,t„.al pa,,.„t, an.I is s.. wh..th..r in ovi.I..,,,..: in tho
Ir<.v.„,.,alor,ntl,.. T.-l.-ral ar,.na. May I sav that su..h a
«.mp.,s,t.. ty,K. .„ul,l .,nly 1... ,h., p,.o.,„..t of a",>,.opl.. who..
..mty-n,t>onal on..n..ss-is th..ir pr..,lon.inant .hara..t..ristio
Jh.. ,vsult ..1 all this is that l,.,Mslativ.. ref..rn, in N.,va Sctia
.« a .ynstant. an.l ..v..r.a,tivo for.... Hut rof.,nn to 1... su.-
cvsslul ,n this I.r.,vin.... nn.st b,. l,as<..l on a x..al which is
<<'-.l....' t., kn.,wle.l,v. Xo n.fonn oth..rwis.. ..xpl.,it...l oan

•'< "-anslat... ,nto l..,Mslativo ena.-tnu.nt anu-n^st us. It can
a-.r.In.,ly IH. said that Nova Sctia's a.lvan.....! l..,isIation-
a...l s<,nu. ., ,t ,s th.. nK,st a.lvan.od in th.. ^vorl<l-has foun.I
.ts way t., th.. statut.. b.K.ks of th.. ..nn.trv throuf^h tho r..c„.-
...ml channels of the adn,inistrati«n of th.. dav. I'ot.t.cal
g.i.danco n. onsoqncn.v is pmbably less ,haf,..'l at in this
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I'roviiKi' than cluiwhcri' iirultr the Urifisli fliiK, Tin- fixrd

truditiotm <i( Nova H<oti,ini« hiivc ri-wtlvcd that no iiifagurf.

however «»tiiiiahlo or forniiilal)U> in itwlf. Hhiill l>cc«inn' luw
amongst iis. iinltxH it \» i«taiii|N'(l with an ul)!«ihifr iil)sttntion

from any jntl <v«r>' form of diMcriniination in favor of cn'i-d

or rinss. This in Nova Scotia'n (hHtiiictivi> Icyiulativf tra4le-

niark. Ahnost fn»rn the Ix-yinnin).' this had hi<n Nova Hi-otiii's

own [winliar pnro^'ative. Thr aiNiMtion <if provincialinni hag

lonjf since taktii plair in Nova Hcotia, and today this lejiis-

lativf trad'--niark of ours has iKconic an asset in the partner-

ship <if tht provinces. It may he that it will ultimately be

found one <if Nova Seotia's solid eontrihutions in fulliilinj; that

tir<'at vision which is to reveal ('ana<la as the outstandinj;

nation of the twentieth century. As .Nova Scotia is the land

of the morning, and us such its meridian sets the standard of

time fr)r all Cimada, so if may be that risi- of civil and relijjious

liln-rtv umier repres«ntative ;;oveniment in this proviiue by
the sea. may well be re^rarded as a pivotal fact in the fre.'doni,

expansion and ultimate supremacy of the Britain of the West.

The Chaihm'- The liieutenant-dovernor of the sister

province of Prim. Kdward Jsland is with us 1 now call

u|M)n him.

HIS HONOUR [). A. >rArKTXNOX,

Ml!. CiiAiKMAN : It is a pli usinc to briny you }.'reetinj;8

from the p'ople of Prince Kdward Island on this (M'casion.

and to con}.'nitulate you on havinj.', in this chief city of the

Maritinii' I'rovinces, a House of Ass<'inl)ly that had its origin

one hundred and fifty years ago.

Our iM^jjIe rejoice with you the more, because our province

shares with New Hrunswick and Nova Scotia the proud dis-

tinction of ha iug had the Pioneer of Parlisiments in Cauada.

This ^faritime I'nion continued until 17()9, when the

Island was uranted a Constitution of its own. Fifteen years

later N«'W lirunswick became a separate cok)ny.

Diirinj; this short Maritime I'nion our Courts of Common
Pleas Were c-onstituted. Tjegislation was enact«'d for the

effectual receiving of His Majesty's dues in Cape Breton, and

St. John's Island, by which name our Island was then known.
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1.1 a H|N.,cl, from tlu- throin. (iovtriior Wilmot. uiid thut
the i.IhimU having \h,,\ unm-xi-.l. h«- hImxiM t-imnuk'T what
VruIWi 1111,1 iMlvHiituKts iiii);ht In- (Irrivi-il to the I'rovirur in
K<iuTitl. iind M.M Hiir\vj«.rM and liad towns laid out in St.
.lohn« Isli.n.l. H,. WHS ind.fd mm K<-»<'r»u« thiit thr Home
(Joviruni.nt .•.•nMind hint for ilu' »-x|).nw. Tlio tir^t xrcat
Hurviy ul AnHTicii was hcjiun on tlir Island.

I'lirin^r thin union, grants w.rr |.a,s.H..d in this city hy tlio
(Jov.rnor at tho Kinjf's n.ninmnds. «iv "k jwrnty tlu.usand
aiTiM cm-h to iiu-n in IJritain. who hail w(.n the land hy draw-
itij,' lots.

Thf »e|mration from .Vova Scotia was not souylit by the
wttNrs, hut hy those proprietors, one of whom was appo"intcd
the first (lovcrnor. and they con'.rolicd th.' Ic;.'islativc |H>w..r8
of the Island for a ionj.' time Th,. al)s,.nt,v landlord (picstion
was tif yr.-at.st prohlcm to I... solved. It was a hundred
years l.efor<. the nmtt.r end,.,!. ]t is happily now a , stion
')f Hie past. The method of ,(.l..ni/ii,jr |i„, \Vest by grants of
fr... iKimesteads stands out in stMinji contrast to the trent-
nient ac.'ord.'.l the pion.M'rs of th,- Maritime I'rovinces.
Whether th.' men of th.. West will do better, future f;enern-
tions will know.

.Mter separation th,' colonies as a rule acted in harmony,
and an illustration may be mentioned. Vour .Vtlorney-
(ieneral .\rchibald was our Chief .Instice in those i'arly days.
Pr.sident of the Council and law advi.sor of His Kxcellency.
'I'his would not be considcri'd constitutional now. We've
tried to even up thing's in th.'s,. later days by givinn vou your
last Chief .Justice WeatherlM'.

Th,. ,)nly instance when' 1 find the Island desir,',! to com.'
hack to its tirst love, before th.. Conf.'deration |M'riod. was
wh.'ri the assembly was strum,ii„j, f„r ,„„re jHwer. .\lx)ut

]S|n a r('.s,,liifi,,ii was pa.ssed expressiu}.' the d.sire to b,. r.'-

nnnexid to the envied and flourishin;.' colony of Nova Scotia,
if they did not obtain their other r.'quests.

Th.' .\ss..nibli, s in these coloni.s v.ry .'arly ent.Ted into a
strujryl.' for more [iow.t. The Kin? r.'i-ii.'.f; the Governor
assumed fe'reater power and jroverned, but the people deter-
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"iir..'.l to n.l... ,..,.! m, nUunuM until th.. .j.t.in of H.-.p„n,ibk.
• lovi riiiiMiit wiu (il)liiiiM'il.

Th.. .|iM.,t...ii of «.|M,r.itin^r th.. I^KiHlntiv.. ( oiin.il from
th.' Kx.TiUivf r,.«vivi..l ..,,rly iitt.iition. Th.- C.im.il wis
iiiH.I.. ,.l,.,.f,v,. ,„ ,1, |.|„,„| ,„„| (i.uillj MlH,h»h...l. iin.l a Ugt;
iBfiv.. AHsruihly f„riiie.l. ,x.iii,»,s,.,| hi.lf „f CMiiuil men npn-
•M'Mtin« th.. proiHTty MiUm iiii.l hi.lf of A.^.mhlv m. n ,.l,..t...l
l«y univ..rm.l nuflrMp.. H„th .ii in on.. .huM.lMr' «n.l hav.. <.n
.•.|u;.l vouv .., U.K„|al.u„. Thi. ,n iir.i.,Mr i,, th.. hi.N.rv .,f
iich inntitution*.

In Nova S.-otiM yon still hav.. y.Mir U.^ri^jativ.. Conn.ii
a|.|MHnt».<l. HO.I if th,. tin.. ,.,n.... wh..,, yo,, think a .han .•

nn«ht b.. n.a.l... it n.i«lit W- u.ll to .•...wi.h.r wh,.th..r a Ma^i-
inn.. { o„n.-il ...ui.l U- <..n.tit..t...l. At th.- ont».t thi» Coun. ii

ininht bi. a.lv,,.,ry on Mariti.n.. .,n..sti..nH. m that, as th.. oth..r
|.rovnu...H uro onlar«,..|. ,,,. ,„„y ,,„„i„„.. („ ,„,,,, ,,„^
uitorcsts.

Indir th.s.. paiiianuntary institutions th.. jvoplo nil,.
I Ky .annot all n.-.t, an.l tl...r..f.,r.. th.y ..|,..., r..,,ri.s..ntativ..«'
Iho ivfi.ivn.luni is a.lo|.t..,| m soni.. lounfri.s, and l.y p|,.bis-
iitt.s. .lucstions hav,. U.^n kit to th,- ,HM.pl.. to <l,.,i.l,.

.v.n in .,,11- own ...Mintry. S..11K. nations hav,. bo..n „oin|?
without Ass,.n.l.li,.s for <-,.nturiis. but nantly an- ..xiH-ri-
""|'t."^' nlon« this lin... Th.. ,H.op|e „f IJu.ssia. P..rsiM
.^n.l lu,><..y ,n this way ar.. s..,.kin« for n.or.. fr..,.,loin.
\\i' <niiMot iinaj-in,. what our stat.. would be had w.. no
l'<"-l""'"'."tary «ov..rrnn..nts. W.. hau. r. rij-ht to f....| u,,.t..ful
l<. the. in..n.ory of th.,s,. ..uriy pion-vrs who inMUt.,„at..,l this
ninon^'st oth..r ..x,vll..nt institutions in ..ur .ountry Tho
nu'inbcrs ar,. ;:on,. ! Their works live.

The main thin- n..,-..ssary t<. insuiv our niaritiiMo .'r, ilnrss

1^
to eontnuie making- int..ll,.,t„al progress. .Ko.ne refl..,.t .-n

these parts as a d,.,ayinfj ..onununity b.-eaus.. our |H,pulationN "ot ;r,,.at,.r. Is it not the b..st proof of our ..n.-rffv and
v.,'our as a ,^.„ple. that we are s..n.liu,r ,.ut wvst so manv to
""IP "iihl up our eo.ninon .-ountry? In lii«h,.r .-du-'ation" wemny boast that, with one or two ex,.eptions, th,. presi,|,.nts .,f
the }:r,.at univ,.rsities in Canada hail from tlu'se provin,....
Some ..f the universities in th.. neiirhlM.uring Sfatr« h ne
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"•«»r>t of iiniiu'inf mIui ^'nu ii| > in iiiir

priNhlirifw mill (intfi

•Mhi... Nvv owv niu, I, t,. 11... ,„,.,i,.,rH ,.f ;;;,7 M„",;;„;;'' i" 7.
»t..l *U .fill |„M.. IIH-fluT* of ^rr..,.. ,n. M Vvt ... U . |'n,f..LM!„,.I

...It ...n,„u.,illv ...k.iiv l,.r,.. ,i..|.U winl.. -w.^.^anl ,» ,„r'
of Kiiipirc tiikcs itN wiiy."

•n... t..ir, ,h„, N..V ,.:„,,„„., ,,,, ,,,„^....,
. , „,,, ^.^ ^^^. ^^^

<m. South VV..UI.I Mp,H..r.o M.,li.n... .hr linr. o„ wl.i.h "..ur
l.i-ovi.Mvs ,„v |H.rf.,ni.iMj: rh.ir ,,„rt i„ im.ion.l.,„l,l,„j:,

n„r AHm.M.hli.s. „f,.., „...,„i,i„y ^,,,,,„ |^,„,,,.^ ^.^^^.^ ^^^^^
tl... «r..n.,.r sh.iiv t., our C.M.uli,.,, ,.nrlmin..„,. Our throu..-u I, ,.,,„ o....„ ,0 o....,.M .,n l.roa.l !•

|,.,io„s, -,
iir.' Jhosr „f a l.nivv ninl [Hmviful |No|>|r.

<>"r,,..o,,|.,i„l.n„,...|.:,|„,r.l|.|,.M.I,nv.,f,|...,
,„,„

->o.irs.„n.ldur,n,.||,l,...,,..,.rs.,h,.
|.viM«|,ok...lu,:f..

^
jy..|| ,n„y „. ..x..|..i,n iu ,1... uonl. of on.. .,f voi.r ,r..U.t

Th.n. Imil to fl... .h.y «1„M. tl... Mntons n..u.. „v,.r
An.l |.lant,.,l their Htaii.lar.l. «ifh ..a-fu^.m still wH '

.\U)V.. a.i.l around us th.ir spirits shall hovrr
H.'j(ii<in;; to lunrk how «, honour it xvt.

VVliiN' ti,„,.. hk.. .n .r-rolhu^-.tn.am. h.ars now t..,.-sand
.,, our Marit.n... ,H..ple away ..u.h >v:nM<ah,. 1.

^^
";;• "<"- '"turn. „i|| ,„on. than th,s ul,..r is |,..,„.-

l'"VM.t
. \\c.ar,.n..tu„houthop,

t.. s... a mill,„n Maritin...-nn. w,,n,..nM,a,,..arly,.n .ration. (.1,1 S..otlan.l h:.,I

^
...

h., nn,.,n and.. uhatsh..has.l..n.. fo,.,,.. worl,l

" " " ' '>''^' "'7; «'• '-'.-..... ,„on. ..on.,.ious „f th.. advan-
;'P'<.tonr,..o«raph„.al,HKition. Natur.. ..alls „s to a n.ni" ^•"'•"'<">a^ <'...• 1.1ms.. .d- our ,,ro,.r..ss.

Tl... s.K.n.ss of th,. .Xss..n,h|i.s ,iv,.. ,„ ,s.ura„<-.. of al.d.-<us to .rappl. w.th the. ,'r.ater prol,l..„,s that still hV iH.foro
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118 ill those provincos. Your A8»enil)ly iiM'ritu imich praiso for
its progrossivf, tfchnicul, and Ktnonil fdutational logislati-jii

and laws rolatinj; to public health, mining and agriculture.
The fruits will be matured in time.

From these remembrances of the past we draw inspiration
for the present, and ho|)c for a continuai.ee of good feeling
and co-oiK-ration amingst our |H>o|>le. Let us express grati-
tude to and faith in,

"Our fathers" (Jod, from out whose hand
The centurii's fall like grains of sand.

We meet today, imited, free.

And loyal to our land and Thee

;

To thank Thee for the era done,

And trust Thee for the opening one."

Thk t'liAiKMAN
: Although the I'remier of the Province

of (,)u<'bee found himself unable to be present, he is well

roreseiited by one of his colleagues, the Hon. W. A. Weir,
WHO will now favor us with an address :

HON. W. A. WK]H.

Mh. t'HAiKMA.N : On this auspicious and historical occasion,

1 am happy to be the bearer to Nova S«>tians of the hearty
greetings and congratulations of their fellow Canadians of

the oldest of the sister iirovinces of the Dominion.

Tho iK"ople of Viiihec have always greatly admired tli.

character, the cusfoins. the institutions and the work of the
citizetis of this province, and, personally, ] may be allowed
to say that my visit here at this time has greatly increased
my admiration of Nova Scotia and its |)eoi)le. Your smiling
valleys and forest-clad hills ; your noble harlwurs and beauti-
ful cities and towns: your thriving industries, wmmerce and
colleges

: the evidences of prog-vss and i\v marks of a general
intellectual devclo|)ment : and ixrhaps above all the beauty
and demeanor of your fair matrons and lovely daughters have
made so deep an impression on my mind and memory that the
yeiir I1H»S, and my visit to your charming province and hos-
pitable metroiKilis will never be forgotten.

The |)ast history of Quebec and Xova Scotia possess much
of common interest, lioth were the scenes of the adventurous
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tlTorts of tlu" (laimtlcss Chaiiiplain, flu- HiiRcnot IX- Monts,
P()nt-(iriivt' iiHd other i.ioncfrs to found |).'rnianciit colonies'
under the fleur de lis of Old Franee ; ami both to this day in
their |K:|)ulation and K'OKiaphieai iionunelature bi-ar evidence
of the enterprise and activity of those old lienx's. Suhscpient-
ly, th" same French governors De Courcelles, Fmntenac,
JVnonville and others, ruled over these territories; and mem-
hers <;f the sani<" {jroup <if pious missionaries lalmured for the
immortal welfare of the inhabitants ef Acadia and (Quebec.
In this connection 1 recall the incident that the ^r<K)d Bishop
St. Valier. who succeeded Hishoj) Laval in the time of Frnn-
tenac. was shocked to learn on his assinnption of office that the
Acadian settlements had been for some years without the
Ix-n-'lit of the presi.nc,. of any missionnries. He hastened to
come hither and found to his surprise that in spit<' of this dis-
advanta-ie, the peoj)le were w<.||-behaved. loyal. (i()d-fearin«
and allenii- e to their duties. The u,M,d bishop, if he were alive
today. w.,.il.l be ;,r|,„| to see that th esame .pialities still charac-
terize in a marlveil dejjree the people of Xovii Scotia.

1 am sure that it was the presence of these sturdy qualities,
known and reco;r„ize(l in (Ireat Hrilain in the year n.-jH, that
broufiht to Nova Scotia the distinjiuished honour of having an
elective n.presentativc Assembly. Ion- before it was dreamed
of for (,)uebec.

The privileffe was a priceless IxKin to the sturdy and inde-
pendent men of those days, and you do well to honour the
memory of your fathers who achi.'Ved this jjreat step in th,.

development of the liberti<'s of Nova Scotia. With equal
pride i.i their civic virtues and manly iniK'pendence of chanic-
ter, Quebec and your sister provinces, join with you in rever-
ence c.f their memories and their deeds.

It is Rratifyinf; to know that the si.cc.-ss of the men of
17r,9 was not accpted as a finality by fh.'ir .sons. Inherent in
tlu'ir minds was the sfroiif; conviction that thev must never
rest satisfied until all the |)riceless bl..ssinf;s o'f the British
Consfitufion iM.lon-ed to them as fully as to the inhabitants
of the British Isles. An out|)osf only ha.l been }.'ained in the
strupple for free jfovennncnt. If was n(.(.essary to capture the
cjta.KI itself. And so, having achieved representative institu-
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tions, the fight went on for government administration, wholly
responsible to the people. Nothing less than the absolute
control of all the revenues of the province, and of the manner
and mode of their administration would satisfy the liberty-
loving people of Nova Scotia. The men of 1759 had secured
to you a grip on the lever, and it is to the credit of the province
that it was dexterously and skilfully used.

These struggles for representative and responsible govern-
ment were far-reaching in their effects. They taught the
statesmen of Britain the only principles upon which it was
possible to create and maintain a British empire. The exist-
ence and glory of that mighty fabric today is thus due, in great
measure, to the courage and iK-rseverance of colonial states-
men, among whom Nova Scotians are entitled to the first
mark.

Let me, sirs, in this circumstance, amid the scenes hal-
lowed by his memory and the heroism of his struggles pay
a reverent tribute to the lif.. and work <,f the man who became
the leader in the struggle for responsible g<.vernm..nt in th^s
province, and whose character and achievements will always
be the study and admiration of every stud.-nt of Canadian his-
tory.

1 refer to Nova Scotia's greatest son, the Honourable
Joseph Howe. Less skilful or less fortunate than he the
ix.pular leaders in the Tpi^-r and Lower Canada, in their
struggles for freedom from the rule of family con.paets and
(Khous oligarchies, k.I the peopl.. into sedition and rebellion
The statesmanship of Joseph Howe, his courage and com-
manding qualities, and his thorough knowledge of the wea,x,ns
o constitutional warfare enable Nova Scotia to acquire the
plenitude of her liberties, without any harrowing record of
civil strife and bloodshed.

Th.. men of 1758, and those who followed them truly de-
serve<l the name of patriots. Many of them freely abandoned
all h<.p..s of p<>rsoMal advanc-ment and lived and died p,K,r
men, .sacrificing themselves and their families to the attain-
ment of constitutional liberties.

Their lives serve now as an inspiration to the Canadians
of the present day and generation. It should be our aim to
live up to the ideals they followed.
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With our munioipal institutions well established, our pro-
vincial rights si'curely guanlod. our national Rovernment
|.iant.Hi on a firm and broad basis, our industrial, financial and
connncnml interests flourishing, it n.ay Ik- aski.l what more
iH there to struRRU. f„r? The dauber may «)„,e from the very
sentiment of satisfa.ti.m we feel with our ,K-rsonal and loc-al
adv.uKement. Tnmu.rsed in what may „,„st interest us
uidn-.dually or rnvtionally, and content with our surrounding.,we may lu.Rk-ct to take that deep and abiding interest in Se
{Treat principles underlying national government, that was
so ehara,t<.ristie of the nun who achieved representative and
resix)nsible government in this country.

It must \k- rememlM-red that a nation is m'ver at a
standstill. It is c.ither dc-v.-loping stn,ng and loftv public
characteristics, or evil customs and decay are 'creeping
•n. n times of pr«s,K.rity as in times of ...ril h
should ever be kept in mind that <.ternal vigilance is
he price of stiund growth and welfare. It mav not
be impertinent at this moment, when we arc- considering
ho work of the founders of n.prescntative government in

t anada. to ask wh.-ther or not our .itizcMis give all that can-ful
a h-n i<,i. ami study to public affairs that tnie patriotismn .pii es of them

: whether or not the local and sectional ques-
t">" does not at times shut out the broad view of the generalor national interest.

^nin<ii

Do wc realize sufficiently the ess^.ntial int,.rdepeuden<e ofthe pr<nmc<.s of Canada in the work of building up a stroma
an endurmg demo,-racy in th,. northern part of this c<mtinent •>

f-".J. l>rovin..e necessarily is int,.,vstc.l in the welfare of evrv
"the.- provinc... and only l.y the acknowledgnu.nt of this fact-H. we grow together in common sympathies, common ideals
.'"d aspirations mUuna a strong national s,,irit. we can-ver succed in Canadiani.ing the different elements thatnmigra ion rings to <.ur sh<,rcs : and su..h a process seemsto me to be ot primal imixji-tance.

It must be patent to all that the rise of our country to a
P'-"- '•nnong ,he jMnveis ,.f the world will depc-nd in largemeasuiv upon the stivngth and purity of our national as distnigiiished from purely local, patriotism. May the Canadians
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of today so realize their duty to their country that their child-

ren may prais*- their acts and ideals, as we pay homage now to

the men who a<-hieved repn-sentutive government here a cen-

tury and a half ago.

The Chairman : We have the g(M)d fortune to have as one

of our giu'sts, th<' I'rinie Minister of New Urunswick, who
will now address you.

HON. J. I). HAZEN.

Mk. ('HAHiMAX : SjM'aking on behalf of the government

and pcopU' of New Hrunswick. I have great pU-asure in

extending to the [H'ople of Nova S<<)tia hearty conjratula-

tions on this happy ev<nt, the celebration of the one

hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the convening of

the First (ieneral Assembly in Nova Scotia. The
rn)vince of New Brunswick is, naturally, interested in

this celebration, for, at the time n'presentative government
\.as given to Nova Scotia, it end)raced the whole of the

[irovini-e, which, in 170.5, was made a county of Nova Scotia

un(l<'r the n.inie of S.inbury, out of which all the counties of

New Brunswick Irive since been formed. This event we are

ronmiemorating today, occurred thre*- years before the firsi

[Jermanent British settlement in New lirunswick had been
formed at the head of (he liny of Fundy, four years before the

founding of the Maugerville Settlement on tlw St. .John River
by the men from Massachusetts Bay, the descendants of the

best Puritan families of New England, and tw<'nty-five years

before the coming of the Ijoyalists to the City of Saint John ;

and it was not until 17K4 that New Brunswick was formed
into a province and conuiienced its career in 1785 with a

House of Assembly eKcted by the (People, which was a direct

result of the boon granted to Nova Scotia bv William Pitt in

The wisdom of (treat Britain in establishing representative

govermncnf in Nova. Scotia in 17-58 was fully justified by the

results, iind was one of the first great forward ste|>s in that

enlightened policy of civil and religious freedom, which has
marked hi'r career iis a colonizer and nation builder. It was
enti:. ly a new departure on the part of Britain, so that it
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limy W truly suid tliut wo are fodiiy ,(•' 'bratitiR not only the
ono hundred ind fiftieth an.iiv.rsary of th.- convening of the
First (ioneral Assembly in Nova Scotia, but a v.ry nnu-h
greater .'vent, tlu" initiation of tliat iwlicy of confidencr in the
w.sdon, and loyalty of lur kiruir...! l,..yond th.. seas, which has
b.cn tiu. koystone in the arch of Hritain's colonial supremacy.

It would Ix- an i.itercstint; and [.Icasinfj task to r.call the
state of affairs that ..xi.sted one hundr.-.l and fifty vears a-'O
iin.l the pro-ress that has since iM.n made, but timV will not
pernnt of this b,.infr done. It may m.-rely I.e said in passin"
that, so far as Canada is concern..d. liritish Cohnnbia had not
•'.en discovered by Vancouver, the Hreat West was controlled
hy th.. Hudson Hay Company, and (^.uIm.. was under the
rule ..f Kran.r: our si.ster <<)minonw..alth of Australia had no
p!" . on the map of th.. vv..rld, and Captain Cook did not
set toot on X..W Zealand until ..|even y..ars aft.r.

One hundnd and fifty y..ars is not 9 v.tv l.)nfi ,«.riod in
the history of th.. w.,rld, but it has be..n lonj; enou-h t.) justify
(Jr..at Britain's action.

ihmuii the time that has int..rven..d sin.v 175K. X„va
Scotia has jjrown in wealth an.l impi.rtance. H..r ships ar..
kn.)wn on .wry sea. She is rich in fisheries, mines and
forests, and her ..nterprisiuf; citizens haw f.)mi(l..d bankinfi.
commercial and educational institutions, that ar.. ..f iwofrniz.".!
valu.. and im,K)rtance to th.. country at larjre. \„ country
of the .sam.. ajje has ffivin so many disfin<.'uish.d m..n to the
literary. s<i..ntific. comin..rcial and [Hilitical lif,. of the world.
1-orty y..ars afro th.- provinc.. luHam.. an int«.f.'ral iH)rtion of
(h.. Dominion of Cana.la. and durinjr the y.ars that have sine..
elapsed Canada has made pr.);;r..ss un..xampl..d in th.. history
of th.. world, and in creatine that pr.ifrress and in shapiiif; the
l..f;islation and |K)licy of t:;,- dominion, th.. m.'n of th.. Mari-
tim.. Provinc..s liav<. ])layed a larj;.. and c.)nspicuous part. And
in dealing with the many problems that will confront C^mada
in the future, it is to be hojied that the nun of thi. pr..s..nt and
future in th.'s.. provinc.'s will show the sam.. int..|lectual
vifjom-. patriotism and breadth of vi..w that distinf;uish..d the
ffeneration of which Halil)nrt.)n. How... .Johnston and Tupp.r
m X.na S..)tia. and Fislu'r. Wilmot and Till..y in New Hnins-
wick. w..r.. such distin-juish...! r<pr..s<.ntatives.
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A pmniinont and diHtii.KuiHh..,! son of Nova S<.,tia, a mcn.-
bcT of ,ts judHiary, i„ „ ,f^,,u delivered a Hh<,rt time ago i„
Hk, I nited States, referred to Canada's future in a way that
has provok.Hl n.u<-h diseussion and some eriti.ism. To mv
"">"l t;anada-s future ,H,litieal state is a fair subject for publi;.
d.: -UHsion, and ] say this all the n.ore readily beeaus." I believe
the more the subjeet is diseussed, the stmnger will become th..
c-onv.et.on that Canada's future and Canada's safety lie in the
direction of a closer p<,litical allianc with the n.otherland.
V\o are outgrowinK. if we have not already outgrown, the
colomal stat<.. and in the futun- we n.ust k- prepared to take
our fair share of the res,H,nsibilities for the d«.fence of the
enip.re on sea and land.

I am glad to b.> able to say that in th<. province f«,m
wh,ch I come, settled by the rx,yalists and d..scend«nts of
hose Acad.ans. "who, from exile returning, wandered back to

th<..r nat.ve land to die in its sha,l«ws."-a province which for
•"any years has In-en und<.r the pmtection of the H.itish fla"
and IS the next-d,K,r lU.ighlK.urof the rnifed States-the strong
overwhelnnng sc-ntiment of the ,xH,ple. a s..ntinu..,t which
don.niates all others in our jK^litical lif... is in favour, not o.,Iv
of n.a.nta.ning our H,itish connectio.,, but of drawing closer
together by ,K,litical and con.n.ercial ties, the silk..n lK,nds
of affection and senti.nent by which we are now united. In
the marc^ of ,K,litical progr,.ss the maritime provinces must
not stand st.ll. Nearly a centurj- and a quart<.r have passed
since New Brunswick parted company from Nova Scotia a..d
set up housek..eping for itself. It has a.lvanced, as Nova
S«,t.a has, but wouhl not the adva.Re in both provinc<.s bemore rap.d and the progress greater if. in the cou.uils of the
Domnnon. the lower provinces could speak as one province
and with one united voice?

With the. rapidly incr.>asing population of the western
provinces, the repr,.sentati«n of Nova Scotia, New Rninswick
nnd Prince Kdwanl Island in the f..d<.ral parliament will be
re.luc,.d to an ..xtcnt that we cannot at pn.sent estimate ; and
we will not be worthy of those who have go,,,. b..f„re us „„d
who have laid broad and d«-p the foundations of Canada's
greatness, unless we sink all our ,x>litical differences and
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<l.'n)»nd with ..ne voicv thnt a |i,„if «hnll Iw. fiv,>,l .

which th... sh..l, be „„ r...h..r cIoc.n.„Ji:1^4 : ,,^„^;'
W<.ui<l not that denmnd Ik. nu.re ,K«vorf,.l „„d aLl

7

atkntion if „.ade hy a unit...l Acadia"
' '""'*

/.J

.• w.thout «,„,. words f«,„. «,.r own I.re„.i..r. Hon (1 HMuuay. ..,H,„ whon, J now call to n.akc the closing s^'e":

HON. G. H. MCHHAY.
Mh (m.wrma.n: Fmn, n.y jK.sition in the nr..sent.^l.tur., .... ,., „,.. ,^^^ ,>arlianu.nt ,.rh.Te one h.nulred an.l fifty ,,,„, „^„_ j

;;';'"

'" <'mnncn,<,ration of that imix.rtant .-vvnt V

el..ctl o X va S T' ' "'" '"' ^''"* *''" """ "^on. the

i"t<.n.stsoftI,!:J:,:vt;''T^^^^^^
tion should always cnwHJIil 7 i

'
':''"""""*"'-y '<'«'«!"-

rnonl,. and Ml
"^ '*•'"'"' ^'"' '''"''t c-onvictions of the

.IV., „f ,1,,. |,.„,,|.. „, ^,„,„ s„„f_
l>> ""• r..prc.„„.a.

enact measures whirli .... t ,
*'* ^'^*- *«

the lines alon, which he'wonid il^^; td e : H ''''''loften Ix. content to proceed slowly and to 1 7 u
""'*

the particular n.for„. which h

^o educate the p.^pl., in

I

'>""ni «nuh he wishe- to nroniof.. tu

«-.ll an,! su,.,K,rt of the eN-.-tors
^' ^""'^

theJXrbr*;;',h:T t"?.r^
"-* ""'"'"^^"'- -- ^^-'^J be, of ,h, work of those who successfully laid the
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foiindution of our |.arlmii.entury instif.itions. !..» m r.n-.i,,-
Ixr that thoirg(XKl work «,i, not uc.(.ih|,liHh..d hastily. He-urd
for this f,„t Hhoiil I h.lp 118 to r. ali/t. tlu- not-d of imtknce^aod
IKTMV.raiKf in tli- atfoni|)lishiiu.nt of ^-vory r.'jrni that may
(oniiiK.,,! itw.lf to th,- judKiiunt of thi^ (vopl... Our h<.p(- ix
that vvf may fairly claim that th.- mt-n who have had to carry
out the system thus lH.<|ucathe,l to them iiave proved not
iKiworthy of th.ir task, hut have successfully aj.i'lied the prin-
'iples of the new system to the Kr.'af advantage «.f the p.M)ple
<'f fh.. province, and to the stn-riKthernnK of our uttachmcut
to the throne of our Sovereign. (Applause)

.

Th.. past has pr-si^nted jnany difficulties to our puhlic men
hut M. every cas.. they have heen overcon.e. No .jo.d.t tlK-
fiitur,. will bring us many problems which will 1,.. ditticuit to
Holve

;
but the success that has attende.l th.. ..fforts of th.. past

Hives us full assurance that ..v..ry such difficulty will he nut
with int..|lig,.nc,. ami courag... and that this parliam..ntary
s.Vstem. niod..||..d as it is aft.r th.. institutions of the Moth.r-
lan.l. will continu.. to prove it.self a.lapted to ..v..ry r...|..ir..m,.nt
of th(. iKHiple.

On Ix-half of the gov..rnni..nt of Xova Scotia. T b..g to
expr..ss my thanks to the g..ntl..m..n who hav.. given so much
of their tin... and lalnmr to th.- pr.parati.,,, of th.. pajvrs which
we have had the pleasure of list..ning t<, t.idav. and to (ho
..rn.ng,.nu-nts for the holding of this inter..sting c.-lehmtion
I d..s.re particularly to exi.r.ss my thanks to the g.ntlemen
who have con... to us from th,. sister provin-.s. and who have
so heartily joined with us in th.. pHxcdings of t<Klay.
(Applause). •'
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