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PREFACE

AL union meeting of the Session and Board of Managers
hield in April, 1908, it was agreed to observe the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the organization of the West Flamboro congre-
gation, and the twenty-fiith of the pastorate of the Rev. S.
W. Fisher, B.AL After due consideration it was decided to
have the celebration on November 1st and 2nd, with a tea-
meeting on the Monday evening, to which representatives of
the Presbytery, and of the difierent districts in which  the
Rev. Thomas Christie, the founder of the congregation, had
labored, should be invited to give short addresses suitable for
such an occasion. It was also agreed to invite former pas-
tors  still living, with any others who had been identified
with the congregation in the past

It was further agreed to prepare a brief history of the
congregation and publish it for the information of the members
and adherents of the congregation, and all others interested
therein, said history to embrace an account of the origin of
the congregation, with all the important events that have
transpired during the seventv-five years of its existence. It
was also agreed to invite #he Session and Managers of the
Lynden congregation to unite in all these services, and in pre-
paring a history of that congregation to be included with the
above historical portion. At the same meeting committees
were appointed to carry out all these decisions. The his-
torical committee to consist of the pastor, as convener, with
T. S. Henderson, secretary; John Lawson and John Ireland,
to which were added later on John F. Thompson and Franke
Hanes, with R. A, Thompson and William Baird, from Lyn-
den

In preparing this history we have aimed to be faithful
and impartial in the statement of facts, which were regarded
by the committee as necessary in a sketch of this kind, so
far as the information could bhe procured. For any omissions
or mistakes that may have been inadvertently made, we
crave the indulgence of our readers as this is our first ex-
perience at book-making.




The Session  awl

1 of th e wld
dedicate this volume to the manory of those worl pionee
who laid the founcatic of bytert nism West Flam-
boro  and Beverly omidst dificulties and privatior
with the carnest hojpe that the record of the noble deeds of
the fathers and mothers may stimulate their successor to

greater efforts in promoting the prosperit

prosj v of the Spiritual
heritage with which the Lord ha

intrusted them
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CHAPTER L.

Commencement of Presbyterianism in

West Flamboro.

Preshyterianism in West Flamboro so far as can be ascer-
fained from records, dates back to 1825, when the Rev. Geo
Sheod, who was a native of Scotland, educated at Aberdeen,
and a licentiate of the Church of Scotland, came to Canada
as a tutor to the family of the Hon. James Crooks, then
living in West Flamboro and carrving on extensive manufac-
turing industrics, in what was lnown as Crooks' Hollow,
Mr. Sheed conducted Divine service in the Flamboro school-
house, and at the request of the people of Ancaster he
preachcd regularly on alternate Sabbaths in a hall that had
been recently erected there, in which an Episcopal minister
also officiated. Having returned to Scotland he was ordained
there in 1827, and coming back to Canada the same year,
was inducted into the pastoral charge ol Ancaster and Flam-
boro, and continued in this charge until his death on Novem-
ber 26, 1832, Mr. Sheed is described by those who knew of
his labors there, as an indcfatigable worker for church and
people. His home was about a mile or more from the vil-
lage in the beautiful valley of Sulphur Springs in the orig-
inal Hermitage house in that locality. During the closing
part of his ministry a church was built in Ancaster entirely
of wood, but was not completed when Mr, Sheed took sick
and died.

The first  service held in the new church was indeed a
solemn one, being the funeral of their beloved pastor. His
death occurred before the intevior of the church was finished
A temporary floor was laid in haste over the beams and a
funeral service conducted, after which his remains were buried
in the cemetery near the church, the first to be laid therein.
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The funeral sermon was preached in the new church, Decems-
ber 2nd, the Episcopal service in the village being given up
for that dayv. A stone was erected with the following in
scription: “*Sacred to the memory of Rev. G. Sheed, A M, a
native of Aberdeen, who planted this church and having
faithfully watched over it for the space of six vears was re
moved to his reward on the 26th Novemtber, 1832, in the 43rd
vear of his age. His fricnds have erected this stone as a me-

morial of their esteem for his worth as a man and his zeal
and ability as a minister. “The righteous shall be in everlast-

ing remembrance.”




REV. THOMAS CHRISTIE

Missionary and First Pastor.




MRS. THOMAS CHRISTIE
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CHAPTER IL.

Organization of the West Flamboro Congregation
and Pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Christie.

Rev. Thomas Christie arrived from Scotland in the Fall
of 1832, taking up his residence in West Flamboro, where he
took up and carried on the work so well begun by Rev, Mr,
Sheed. As far as can be definitely ascertained and determined
it would seem that at the commencement of Mr, Christie's
work all those who had been meeting in the schoolhouse under
Mr. Sheed’s ministry, and  had beloriged to- the  United
Secession Church in Scotland, together with others belonging
to the same Church living in West Flamboro and Beverly,
and the district immediately surrofinding this locality, were
formed into a cougregation in connection with the United
Secession Church under Rev. Mr. Christie's direction and
care. We find reference to this fact in the Flamloro records.
In the obituary minute anent the death of Mr. Stephen Nis-
bet, which occurred on February 4rd, 1873, this statement is
made: “Mr. Stephen Nisbet, for upwards of thirty-five years
a member of the Kirk Session, and a member of the congre-
gation since its formation in the year 1832."" Mr. Nisbet be-
longed to the first Session under Rev. Mr. Christie's pastor-
ate, according 1o said records, having becn ordained and
inducted to the office of ruling elder on or about the eigh-
teenth day of December, 1833.

From this minute it would scem evident that the Flam-
boro congregation was organized by Mr, Christie in Novem-
ber or December, 1832, almost immediately after his arrival
in the district. The newly formed congregation of Flamboro
West, as it is called in the records, thereafter met in a school
house on lot one, first concession of Beverly, nearly opposite
to where the first wooden church was erected in Flamboro,
just south of the present stone church. To this congregation
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Mr. Christie continued to minister until April 1833, when he
received and accepted a call «f which the following is an
exact copy of the original document now in possession of a
member of his family living in St. George:

“We, the undersigned members of the Presbyterian
Church of West Flamboro and Beverly and the neighboring
townships in connection with the United Associate Synod in
Scotland, being destitute of the privileges of the Gospel and
earnestly desirous of possessing them, and being persuaded by
good report and our own experience of the fitness for the
work of the ministry of you, the Rev. Thomas Christie, mis-
sionary of the said United Associate Synod do by these pres-
ents, invite, entreat and call you to become our pastor and
to take the oversight of our souls in the Lord and we hereby
promise vou all due submission, encouragement and. subsist-
ence in the work of the ministry. Given under our hand this
second day of April in the vear of our Lord one thousand
cight hundred and thirty-three before

W LLIAM ROBINSON, witness,
PHILLIP MILLER, witness.,

Adam Thompson Adam Elliot:

Isabella Thompson Margaret Elliot

Hugh Jamison Hugh Nisbhet

James Kirkpatrick IClisaheth Nishet
Sarah Kirkpatrick Itobert Camp, Sr.
Stephen Nisbet Elisabeth Bawtinhimer
Isabella Nisbet John Beard

Walter Robertson Margaret Beard

Mary Robertson Elisabeth Beard

The above names were signed by the persons themselves
or by me at their desire.
HUGH JAMIESON, Secretary.
WILLIAM POBINSON, witness.
PHILLIP MILLER, witness.

The family of Rev. Thomas Christie dtl not accompany
him in 1832, but came the following year with Mr. David
Christic, a brother of Rev. Mr. Christie'?, The two families
left Orkney in  July, 1833, and arrived in Montreal about



ROBERT CAMP
First Trustee— 1833
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the end of August, being about six ‘'weeks crossing the occar

ton, where Rev, Mr. Caristic met them

and came on to King
Remaining there some two weeks they proceeded westward,
reaching Dundas about the (nd of September, where they
stayed for a short time ind then the two families moved

a frame house in Crool Hollo « d by Hen. Ja
Crooks. Mr. David Christic with s family moved to Pari
in the spring of 1831, but R Mr, ( tie remaincd there

until the fall of that year, and then moved irtoa bouse b
longing to Mr. Vankvery, in Flamboro village, where they
lived till the Summer of 1837, when they moved into a house
on the farm owned by Mr, MeGregor. Here they lived for
some ten years, when they moved into a house on Mr. Ban
ard's farm, nowowned by Mr. R. L. Biggs, where they
lived till 1868, when they moved into the bouse now known

as the manse, which was built in 1867-68 by Mr. Robert
Christie for his father and afterwards sold to the congrega-
tion for a manse

\s the R Thomas Christie was an ordained minister

prior to his comir to Canada of th L d Associate Synod
|

of the Secession Church in Scotland, it 1 appropriaty 1
mayv be of interest t  here to refer to the commencement
of missionary work in Western Ontario by that Svnod. For
the following account of such work we are indebted to ‘'His
tory of the Preshyterian Church in Canad; by Rev. Wm

Gregg, D.D

In the yvear 1820 the Associate or Burgher and the Ger
eral  Associate or  Anti-Burgher Synoa of the Seccessior
Church of Scotland were united, and assumed the name of
the United Associate Synod of the Sec ion Churcl \ft

this union it was felt by the Secession Church that in

creased efiorts should he made for propagating the Gospol
Accordingly, in 18 a committee w appointed to  prepar
a scheme for permanent mi v operations to he submit
ted to the Preshyteric 'he ymmitt deemed it expedient

to confine its attention in the first place to Home Missio
but the subject of Foreign Missions was afterwards hrought
befere the Synod, and a resolution adopted to enter on some

foreign field There were diversities of opinion as to  tl
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field to be selected, but in the Synod which met in 1832, it
was decided 1o commence missionary operations in Canada
and the ad'oining provinces of British America. A few weeks
after this meeting three brethren, in every respect well qua-
lified for the work, ofiered their services as missionaries to
Canada. These were the Rev. William [ roudfoot, the Rev.
William  Robertson qud  the Lev, ‘Thomas Christie.  Mr.
Proudfoot was educated in the University of Edinburgh, and
studied theology under  Dr. Lawson, of Selkirk. He was
licensed by the Presbytery of FEd nburgh in 1812, and on the
11th August, 1813, was orvdained to the charge of Pitrodie,
in Perthshive, vhere  he renained for sevinteen years, and
where in addition to his pastoral duties he conducted with
success a classical and mathematical academy, Mr, Robert-
son studied theology under Professor Dick, of Glasgow, and
on the 18th of December, 1830, was ordained to the pastoral
charge of the Bonnygate Session congregation in Cupar of Fife.
Mr. Christie studied theology under Professor Paxton, and was
ordained in 1817, to the pastorate charze of the Secession con-
gregation of Holm, in Ponoma, which is the largest of the
Orkney Islands, where he remained till his acceptance of  the
mission to Canada. The ofier to these bretien was accepted
and having recetved their appoiitment and instructions as
missionaries they sailed for Canada in July, 1832,

Very soon after their arrival one of their number, Mr.
Robertson, was, in the mysteriors Providonee of God, sud-
denly removed by death. He had preached a few S bbaths in
Montreal, and had organized a congrigation, which was about
to give him a call, when he fell a victim to cholera,  which
had reached the city, and was raging with great severity. His
untimely death was much lamented, both by the Church at
home and by the people in Montreal, who expected to enjoy
his pastoral ministrations,

The two  other missionaries travelled to Upper Canada.
After an extensive tour through different parts of the pro-
vinee Mi. Proudfoot accepted the charge of a congregation in
London, which he retain.d till his death, He died on the 10th
January, 1851, in the sixty-third year of his age and :the
thirty-eighth of his ministry,
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Mr. Christie, in going westward through the Province of
Upper Canada, preached at Gananoque, Kingston, Hamilton
and several pther places, and then accepted the pastoral
charge of the congregations of West Flamboro, Dumfiries and
Beverly, each twelve miles from the other two. In Flam-
boro a wooden church was soon erected, capable of con-
taining two hundred sitters, and costing upwards of £200.
In Dumiries also, where at first there were only twelve mem-
bers, a church was erected at an expcnse of upwards of £250,
dn Beverly was a small Scotch colony of eighteen families,
who had recently taken up their abode in the heart of the
forest, and who had Leen for the nost part connected in
Scotland with the United Secession Church. Here for a time
the congregation met in a barn or in a private house, but
steps were taken to secure the erection of a place of wor-
ship.

The following testimonial was given to Mr. Christie on
leaving his first charge:

“These certify that the Rev. Thomas Christie, late of
Holm, Orkney, is a regularly ordained minister of the Gos-
pel, was a member of the United Associate Synod of the Se-
cession Church and uniformly maintained a highly respectable
«character for talent, piety and diligence, That he demited his
pastoral charge this month to the great regret of his congre-
gation into the hands of the United Associate Presbytery of
Orkney in consequence of his services having been accepted by
the committee of Synod on Foreign Missions which demission
his Presbyvtery received, and that he now goes out as a mis-
sionary to Canada under the inspeetion of the Synod and
with the best wishes and the prayers of his brethren.

JOHN BROWN, D.D., Chairman.
WILLIAM PEDDIE, Seccretary,

JAMES PEDDIE, D.D., Minister.
JOHN RITCHIE, D.D., Minister,

West Flamboro was, lowever, the hcadquarter: of Mr.,
‘Christie’s missiorary labors, where as already stated, he had
received and accepted a call. He continued to preach in the
schoolhouse until the wooden church before referred to was

built and ready to be occupicd,
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In connection with the selection of the site on which the
church was built the following incident is related. Some-
where in the neighborhood of the schoolhouse west of Rock-
ton, seated on a log, the Rev, Thomas Christie and the late
Mr. John Armstrong discussed the matter of the best and
most suitable place for a site on which to erect a church to
accommodate a number of Presbyterian settlers scattered
along the castern side of Beverly, and in West Flamboro.
And it is said they were agrecd, that on account of the
many roads converging to a point at the place where the
schoolhouse, then occupied for service, was situated, with
some other reasons not stated, that near there would be the
best site for such a church, which in the end was carried
out, and the site on which the weoden church was huilt was
soon after secured.

James Kirkpatrick, of the township of West Flamboro, in
the district of Gore, and province of Upper Canada, merch-
ant, of the first part, conveyed according to law the parcel
of land, on which the church was afterwards built, to Adam
Thompson, Walter Robertson, John Muirhead and Robert
Camp, of the townships of Flamboro and Beverly, in the
aforesaid province and district, trustees for the Presbyterian
meeting house of West Flamboro and Beverly in connection
with the United Associale Secession Church of Scotland of
the second part, Witnesseth that the said James Kirkpatrick
for and ‘in consideration of the sum of five shillings of lawful
money of Upper Canada, paid to him by the aforesaid trus-
tees of the second part, doth hereby bargain, sell, alienate,
remise, release, convey and confirm unto the aforesaid trus-
tees and their successors in office forever, all such piece or
parcel of land, as aforesaid mentioned and described. The
deed of which was executed on the 17th day of March, 1835,
and registered in the office of the County of Halton on April
11, 1836, Number of memorial, 907; certified to by Thomas
Racey, registrar,

The parcel of land was in the first concession of West
Flamboro, fully deseribed in the title deed, No time was
lost in taking the necessary steps for the erection of a suit-
able meeting house on the above site. A subscription list




MR. AND MRS. ROBERT ECHLIN, Pioneers

MR. AND MRS. JOHN ARMSTRONG, Pioneers

o S R S e s
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Adam Thompson
Robert  Camp
Walter Robertson
John Muirhead
Stephen Nisshet
Hugh Jamison
Adam Elliot .
John Bawtenhamer
Matthew Camp

Robert Camp, sen. ...

Heary McKay
George Hanes
William Hamilton
Hugh Nishet
Andrew Whitsell
William Templer .
William Shannon .
Edward Pegg
Owen Daly ...
Morris Clutes .
Wesley Hanes
John Cornell .
Enos Skinner ...
David Camp ..

John Keagey, sen. ...
David Camp, six bunches shingles .

David Betzner ...
Samuel Betzner

James Kirkpatrick
Stephen Sharp ..
James Cope .
William McKinley .
Samuel Cornell ..
William Niville
Nancy Niville
Ann Niville .
Jonathan Bird
Emery Bedford .

EST FLAMBORO

Currency £
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~
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HUGH ARMSTRONG WALTER ARMSTRONG

DANIEL WRAY. Sr

CAPT. THOS. HARBOTTLE
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Samuel Templer
Paddy Reed
Jacob Cope, sen
I'imothy O'Keefe
Isaac Sowrs
Adam Cramer
John Matthews
Alex. Ferguson
Peter Vanevery, in lumber
David Vanevery, in lumber
William Builer
William Markle, sen
Willam Green
Linton Greer
Hiram Hawkin
W. Overfield

J. Lesslie

A\ Fricnd

John Miller
Daniel S. Nelsor
William McDonald
James ook
Adam Almase
James Gault
Tolin Robbs
James Fields
Henry Havell
David Shannon
Tohn Bavid
Henry Head
John Hunt

W. M. Caulson
D. McKinzie
William Robinson
William Miller

H. Simons
Phillip Millian
J. Browin
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Currency £
A STEVER ivivisnmananiisasressssssspssosssssnasassassasesass
John Richie
James T. Morden visk
Andrew T. Kirby, lumber 1

Calton - BTN | criirvpsaanmaoniniviisisias s isiisses
Labon Crandal TR

Done Griflin .
Michel Turnbull
Andrew Vanevary
L. Schramehorn
James  Ellot
James  Dodd
James  Trannet
ABATEW CRMP  --oconvesiioris smiaisirsiserisassassssssssnnse
George Chambers 2
Aaron Cornell

John Armstrong

Moses Cornell

George Fdwards

John Guthrie and Grithth, cach 10s, . 3
James Walker and John Hendvy, each s, .

John Vansickh . o |
George Cumins tis-3dt Williain Wilson 5s,

Peter Page 108, James Clinton 10s. . PR |
Hew Chambers 3s, Thos, Hilion bs. -
James Lemon 1os, Sainuel Lemon 10s iy
B. Howard 3
James Chambers 10s,, David Chambers 10s,... 1

Simon Munson

Robert Christie o Tt
James Baley £1, D. Armstrong 10s. .. , 3
John Shanon £1, John Weaver 10s 1

= T oo =

10

coccocec®

0

On the day following there appears another list of sub-

scribers, as follows

Beverly, April 3, 1833,

We, the undorsigned, do promise to pay unto Adam
Thompson, James Kirkpatrick, Robert Camp or Walter Rob-
ertson, Trustees, the sum opposite our names for the pur-




MR>

W

ROBERTSORM

N

e — e




p b L1 for the newly crected con

3 \ Flam nd | v in
connection with the United ciate Synod of Scotland, the
house 10 b Ht on 1ot No. 1, in the first concession of
West F o Currency £ S D
Aaron Cornell [
Jol \rmstron 0
Moses Cornell 0
George bd d 1 0
John Guthri 10 0
Isaac Gri { f)
James Walker 0
John 1 5 0
John Vansichle 1 0 0
George Cummi ( 3
William W n 5 0
Doctor Pag 0 0

James Clintgr 10 0
Hewe Chamt §

) 0
I W ] 0
A 1 10 0
N I 10 0
Tames Bal 1 { 0
1 10 0
10 0
I 0
T 0

10

Lhis I canr ¢ Tad out
ANOTHER LIST

hose nam e hereunto subscribed do promise and
engage to pa 0o Adam Thompson Pobert Nemp whate
rsum of 1 wemay aunex or cause to be annexed to
ur ngmes for the purpose of defraying part of the debt al-

eadv incured in the ercetion of the meeting house and also
Lo enable them to make contracts for painting and other ree
pairs nec ( lete the sald meeting house December
24, 1835,

The above subseriptions are to be paid on the first of
March, 1836.
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£ S. D
Adam Thompeon, PRIA <iocessesssmnioneasmsisriss 2 0 0
James Kirkpatrick, paid 2 0 0
Stephen Nisbet, paid ......... 2 0 0
Andrew Purves, paid ... 1 0 0
James Robertson, paid ... 3 0 0
James McFarlane, paid ... 10 0
William Dickson, paid ... 1 0 0

Thomas Wallace . R 10

o 0
William Henderson, paid ........ 15 0
James Henderson, paid . 15 0
James Gray, paid Sy sk T 0 0
John Weaver, paid .. 10 0
Peter Somerville, paid .... 6 3
Hugh Bennet, paid ........... 2 B
John Bauttinhamer . 1 i "
John Baird ... 7 0
William Armstrong, paid ......... 15 ]
Robert Murray, paid ... 5 0
Robert Kemp, paid . 1 0 0
William Thompson, paid ... ) 0
Thomas Thelstie; DRIA vnmmmissesssssviominessssson 2 1 0
4 15 0
JOBODE: ICIBODEN soussicsivmissasivasosaorisusssmmsoansinnerssns 5 0
Duncan McKinzie, paid ... 10 0
Charles Rochester 15 0
Thomas Gatis, paid in work . 1 0 0
George Gatis, at the Galery 5 0
James B. Sterritte, paid ... 1 0 0
J. Lesstie, a keg of white lead .
David Rantol, paid ... 5 0
Robert Redpath . 10 00

Here the list ends with a name that cannot te made out
and the adding up has not been done.

West Flamboro, November 2, 1836,
At a meeting of the members of the United Secession
congregation of Flamboro West, this day they resolved to

open a subscription  to finish  the gallery of the meeting




ADAM THOMPSON. Pioneer

WILLIAM THOMPSON. Pioneer

MRS. ADAM THOMPSON

MRS. WM, THOMPSON




ROBERT INKSETTER. Pioneer

MRS

MR. &

neers

MR. & MRS. WM. IRELAND, Piol
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housc and subscribed as under to be paid to Messrs

Adam

Thompson and William Dicison, tefore the 1st of March,

1837, viz £. 8
Adam Thompson .. v : 1 10
John Bawtinhimer 1 0
William Armstrong . 10
James McFarline ... 10
William Dickson 1 0
John Murray 10
Thomas Dickson 15
Henry Rochester 10
Stephen  Nisbet 1 0
Adam Elliot 10
William Forsyth 10
John Weaver 10
John Templer 1
Jacob Weaver 5
James Howell 1
Robert Wood 5
James Kirkpatrich 1 H
Malcolm Folster 1 0
From a Friend )
James Reid 10
Edward Milward 1
James Purves

John Hall

Robert Camp 1 0
James Brown 5 )
William Henderson . 10
James Henderson 10
James Robeson 1

George Henderson

15 10

temaining unpaid . S 3 )
_ 12 y

Balance of last subscription 6

D
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Cash paid )
I ) furn ( 7 {
0 0 0 0
B: i 1 7 5 8
| O ( | 2 / Y
1 y i 3 0 0
D ( 1 " 0
iN 11 )
I'he 1w followir f 1 records inserted in
1l nute | iate S ol Fla ro
Wi
11 M i

( | cl to fll th fl {
¢ I'hat the | induction, to the elder-
n the West | ( ation was made on or

ybout the ¢ teenth ¢ D eighteen hundred and
| hree. N ined and set apart
the office f 1 congregalion, wer il
I1liot James Gr ma alson, ohn Freer nd

LLTAM HENDERSON

Session Clorl

/

MEMORANDUM SECOND

nd from my own knowledge the second ordination ard
induction to the office of ruling olders of the congregation of
West Flamboro w made on the first or second day week

Tune, eighteen hundred and thirtv-seven, and chosen in the

usual wav by the congr The Session, after examin-
le call being first signified,
approved of them as persons worthy and fit to be ordasned
to the office of the eldershi Names of the persons thus set
apart to the office of elders were Stephen Nisbet, William
Dickson, John Hall, William 1lenderson and James MacFar-

ing them, their aceept
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WALTER ROBERTSON Elders in 1873 JAMES GRAY
-~
-
" ’ 9,‘(.
{ ‘( ,{/ 3
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3
d
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k
e
=
1,
«
et {
m 1
> !
y
4

WILLIAM HENDERSON (Elders 1837) STEPHEN NISBET ;
1
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fal I " el ) d will 11 1 on
was elected 1 byt 1 nd ur 7. at
Loudon mecting byt of the Cane

1 in i )
h h i G 1

ned) WILLIAM HHENDERSON,

SUSSIOl Cl n
\ccording 1o the nute book the first meeting of Ses-
sion, of which tha any 1 0 eserved, was held in

Flamboro' West t 20, 7. As the first election of
elders took place in Decenber, 1833, there were doubtless

I meetin ol on held in n that date and ne,
7, when the second «tion «f nembers was made, but
we can no 1 y i of meetings held I'he
econd 1 of | . the records indicate
was on October 1 } 1 \ esolved after ure
deliberation that 1l ‘ ut of 1 fotd's Supper be dis-
pensed in  this congregation on ‘lus day month, Noscmber
12t 8 ih 1 nd of the Lord Supper
having I S ( It v
ance 18 July Mt d | noin Octoher Ist,
1838. From this tin ( i ciularly vrved in
February, June and ober, h year, and the wrament
of Baptism was disj d ( noas occasion requine
Although there is no rocord he minute took of the
Lord's Supper having been o d in the congregation until

November 12th, 1x there is a o n roll dated Ap-

ose  who w

ril, 1833, with al of nanu i ere
at that date members belongi e Umted Presbyterian
congregation, which m { amboro and Dundas

The following name pear o Il as having been mem-
bers at the above dat \da poon leahella Thompson,
Robert Camp, Bethesda ( William  Thompsor lane
Thompson, Adam hompson, lHanah Thom;son, Robert
Thompson, Margavet Thompson, . v Thompson \dam
Martin, Elizabeth Martin, George Brown, Llizabeth Brown,
Sarah McBride, Thomas Thon u, Margaret Jane Thomp-
son, Margaret Marti ( } p, Neney Camp, John

Budge, James Budge, Cath ine Dudge, Parbara Chrsue, Ann

PR ——
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Christie, David Christie, Barbara Christie, Robert Christie,
Stephen  Nisbet, Isabella Nistet, Andrew Patrick, Isabela
Patrick, Mary Robertson, Fuphemia Christie, Joseph Boyle,
Susana Bovle, Willam Forsyth, Janet Forsyth, William
Fleming, Sarah Fleming, John Armstrong, Elizabeth Arm-
strong,

In view of the fact just stated of a communion roll hav-
ing been formed in April, 1833, an? of the election of elders
in December, 1833, and other accounts of Mr. Christie hav-
ing dispenscd the Lord’s Supper in other districts visited by
him and Rev. William Proudfoot, in their missionary trav-
els, there is good reason to believe that the Lord's Supper
was dispensed in the Flamboro congregatiow several times
during the period between the organization of the congrega-
tion in 1832, and November 12th, 1847,

ORGANIZATION OF THE MISSIONARY PRESBYTERY
OF THE CANADAS IN DECEMBER, 1831

In the winter of 1833 and 1831 the missionaries of the
United eAssociate Secession Church who had come to Upper
Canada met for consultation at the residence of Mr. Christie,
in Flamborough. Among other matters they conferred on the
expediency of organizing a Presbytery distinct from the ex-
isting organizations in the country. ‘The ministers of the
Church of Scotland had applied for and obtained Government
grants for their support, acting in this matter in conformity
with the principles and practice of the Established and Se-
cession Churches in  former times. But at this time the
United Associate Secession Church had practically adopted
what was called the “voluntary' principle, regarding it as
at once unscriptural and inexpedient to receive aid from the
State for the support of the Gospel Ministry. Holding the
voluntary principle the brethren who met in Flamborough felt
that they could not consistently vnite with either of the
Canadian  synods, and therefore applied to the Secession
Synod in Scotland for leave to form themselves into a sep-
arate Presbytery. Leave was granted by the Synod, and a
Presbytery was organized on December 25, 1834, in the city
of Toronto. The following are the minutes of its procced-
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again on Saturday, the 27th. The Rev. Mr. .Jenkins being
present, made application to be received with his congrega-
tion into the Synod, which was agreed, to take efiect at the
next meeting of Preshytery, 18th October, 1837, It was also
proposed, and after full consideration resolved, That im order
the more fully to promote the great object of the mission
two members of Presbytery shall be deputed to visit all the
churches and stations under the inspection of the Presbytery,
to examine into their state, to give such advice as may be
found necdiul, and to encourage and comfort and strengthen
them,” The deputies appointed were Messrs, Proudioot and
Christie, who were instructed to “procecd on their mission
with all convemient specd,”

No time was lost, nor was any labor spared by these
brethren in discharging the duties thus imposed vpon them,
From their report sent home to the Secretary of Foreizn
Missions of the Synod of Scotland we learn that they com-
menced their tour of investigation «n the 19th of January,
1835, and complited it about the 8th of March, having tra.-
eled through the best part of  pper Canada, seven hundred
miles, partly in sleighs, partly in wagons and sometimes,
when neither were to Le had, on foot.  This tour extinled
through London district, Staunley, Tuckersmith, on to God-
erich, which they had visited in 1833 and organized a congre-
gation, returning by way of Egmond.ille, then called Ross,
and on to Guelph, Framosa, Puslinch, Paisley, making a
chain of churches, according to the report, all the way from
Goderich to Dundas in those places which werg already  set-
tled, and from these would spring up other churches as the
road became lined with settlers.  Concerning Mr. Christie's
field of labor they thus write;

West Flamborovgh—The church at West Flamborough has
been regularly formed and is one of those which are under the
pastoral-inspection of Mr. Christic. The original number was
nineteen and eleven have sinee been added. There are many in
the bounds who have cortificates of church membership, but
have not yet delivered them, intending to do so at next com-
munion. Last year six families of Scceders settled in Ane
caster who mean to conncet themselves with this church, so
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that at next sacrament 4he number will be very considerably
above sixty, 1t is rot knows that avy family negleets family
worship, There has heen no known instanee of immorality since
the congregation was formed. All are living in peace and
harmony, The attendance upon public worship is very regu-
lar  Sermon is given on every third Sal'uth. There were
no fellowship meetings in this church. We obtained their con-
sent  to  commerce two, and made all arrangements
necessary for making a becinning on Sabbath first, The con-
gregation has put up a very handsome frame meeting-house,
forty feet by thirty-two. Tt is all scated and is very nearly
finished. The expenses have been all paid with the excoption
of a small sum which is to remain as a debt upon the pro=
perty for a few vears, The house and the lot vvon which it
stands are regularly secured by deed to the church in connec=
tion with the Preshyterv. It was the opinion of all that
very much sucecss cavrot be expeeted while serviee is only
once in three weeks; that this is not sufficient for gathering
in those that are without and for edifyving the Church. They
helieve that if they had more frequent service they would he
able to do a great deal more for supporting a minister. As
vet thev have eollected only $90 for that obiect. Their onin-
fon is that if a minister were stationed between Flamboro:gh
and Dundas his sunport might be provided for without anv
foreign assistance. We were persuaded that they had taken a
just view of their case, and we promised to represent it to
the Presbytery, at the same time recommended to them to
make good use of what they have, explaining to them that a
wish on their part to bave service more frequently must bhe
accompanied with a demonstration of their liberality, as it
was not to be supposed that the Synod could do much more
than they have done.

Dundas—A petition from sixteen persons in Dundas was
previously to the meeting of Preshytery presented to Mr.
Christie, entreating him to come and preach to them. Mr.
Christic has made arrangements for preaching to them every
third Sabbath, viz., ¢n the afternoon of that Sabbath on
which he officiates at West Flamboro. There are upwards of
twelve persons in the neighbouring village of Hamilton who
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belonged to the Secession when in Scotland, and who are
desirous of attending sermon at Dundis till they see what
can be done for their own village. Few of thesc persons
were known 1o one another till we sought them out, and
they expressed their surprise that there were;so many. Ham-
ilton, situated at the head of Lake Ontario, is a very thriv-
ing place; its population is upwards of 2,500.  There is
ample room for a minister of the Secession there, but we
conceive that it would hardly be prudent to waste the funds
of the Synod in attempting it, especially as there are many
places more destitute. With a little nursing, however, it may
cre long apply for regular supply, and may pay for it.
Dumfries—The church in this township is under the pas-
toral care of Mr. Christie and receives sermon once in
three Sabbaths. The original number was twelve. There
have been as many added since and a good number who have
come within the bounds since the church was formed have
signified their intention of joining the fellowship of the church
at next communion. The attendance on Sabbath ranges be-
tween seventy and one hundred. Two elders have been or-
dained. Family worship, as far as is known to the ministers
and elders, is observed in all families belonging to the church
—all living in peace. No case has yet occurred requiring
Sessional cognisance. They have built a very handsome frame
meeting-house, forty feet by thirty-two. Before they began
to build the property was secured to the Presbytery by deed.
They agreed in May last to raise £30 as a stipend, but as
they have had to build a meeting house they have not been
able to fulfil their wishes in this respect. We explained to
them the necessity of getting their house finished and their
seats let as speedily as possible, and informed them that in the
event of Flamboro and Dundas getting a minister they would
receive a larger share, and would consequently be required to
contribute a larger proportion. We commended the establish-
ment of meetings for devotional excrcises on those Sabbaths
on which they are vacant, and made arrangements for hav-
ing them begun on next Sabbath, to all which they unani-
mously and very cheerfully agreed. This church is situated
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in a populous district, and gives good hopes of being a large
one in a short time.

Little Scolland (in Beverly). This is a fourishing settle-
ment of Scotch people, cut out of the heart of the bush like
an oasis in the desert, When the church was formed there it
consisted of eighteen persons. It is believed that double  the
pumber have signified their intention of becoming members
at the next sacrament, at which time, with the addition of
these and others who have certificates not vet presentod, the
number will be at least fifty, The average attendance is
upwards of sixty. When they can get a house large enough
the audience is as high as one hundred, There are two eld-
ers regularly ordained. It is believed that family worship is
general. As the elders had not made particular enquiries they
could not say that it is universal. They did not know of
any instance in which it is not o!served. There has occurred
no case requiring the cognisance of the Sessiin. There is a
fellowship meeting on those Sabbaths in which they have no
sermon. The members are all living in jeace. The congre-
gation have had several meetings about building a meeting-
house. They have got an acre gratis, have resolved to huild
a house of logs, thirty feet by twenty-six, for defraying the
expenses of which they have subseribed $85, which will near-
ly suffice, as most of the work will te done by the people
themselves. They have as yet done nothing togards raising
a stipend for the ministers. They are perfectly sensible of
their duty, and seem willing to discharge it, btut they are
just in that state in which settlers expericnee the greatest
embarrassments,  This congregaticn receives sermon  every
third Sabbath, and from the interest taken in public ordin-
ances, and the consistent behavionr of members and others,
it is believed that the blessing of God has rested upon the
means of grace,

The foregoing is all that tears directly on the district
immediately under the pesterel care of Mr. Christie, but
their missionary tour extended on to Markham and Vaughan,
where Mr. Jenkins was settled, end t'en to Hope, seventy
miles east of Toronto, Port Hope, Perrytown, Whitby and
Oshawa, where Rev. Mr. Thornton was in charge, then back
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to Burford and Blenleim, under the pastoral care of Mr.
Murray, and Paris on the Grand river, also under Mr, Mur-
rav's care, with West Dumiries, where Mr, Murray had a
church, and Yarmoutn and Southwold, under the superin
tendence of Mr. Skiuner. The Presbytery contained thirteen
churches regularly formed and fourteen preaching stations

The report is signed,

WILLIAM PROUDFOOT
I'THOMAS CHRISTIE

The Missionary Presbytery of the Canadas, organized in
December, 1831, increased in numters till 1843, when it was
sub-divided into the three Preshyteries of London, Flambor-
ough and Toronto, and lecame a Synod, which assumed the
name of the Missionary Syncd of Cenada in connection with
the United Associate Secessicn Church in Scotland. The
number of ministers in the Syvnod was eighteen. In 1811 the
Missionary Preshytery of Canada East, on the roll of which
were two ministers, was added to the Synod. In 1817, the
year in which the Secission and Relief Synods of Scotland
were united, the Missionary Synod of Canada assumed the
name of the Synod of the United P'reshyterian Church in
Canada. This name it retained until 1861, when a union was
formed between it and the (Free) Presbyterian Church of
Canada. At that time there were on the roll of the Synod
of the United Presbyterian Church sixty-eight ministers, be-
sides two ministers, without charge and sixteen probation-
ers. On the roll of the Presbhyterian Church of Canada were
one hundred and fifty-eicht ministers, tesides five ministers
without charge and nine protaticners. The Synod formed be
this union assumed the name of the Synod of the Canada
Presbyterian Church, which in 1870 was organized as the
General Assembly of the Canada Presbyterian Church. Into
his union in 1861, Rev. Thomas Christie declined to  enter,
end so remained out with his congregation until his death,
w'ich occurred on the 8th day of September, 1870,

During the missionary tour of Rev. Messrs. Christie and
Proudfoot, their pulpits were supplied by Rev. Messrs, Fras-
er and MacKenzie. It was arranzed by the Presbytery that
the tracelling expenses of this deputation should be defrayed
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by special collections in the different districts visited

At the meeting of the Missionary Presbytery of the Can-
adas held in Toronto, December 25th and 26th, 1831, a peti-
tion was presented signed by sixteen persons living in Dun-
das and belonging to the United Associate Secession Church
asking to be formed into a congresation, under the care of
the Presbytery, and to be supplied with proaching as resu-
larly as pessible. The Rev. Mr. Christie wos authorized to
carry out their wishes to take them under his pastoral care
and to preach there as «ften as he could

The second meeting  of  the newly organized Mi sionary
Preshytery of the Canadas was beld in the Flamboro West
Church, and was constit .ted with tle vading of scri ture
and prayer by the Rev. Thomas Christie, Moderator The
Rev, Mr. Murray was elected  Moderator to ta’ e Mr, Chris-
tie's place.  Mr.  Christie  presented to the Presbytery an
application  from  a sumber of jerzons living in Pai ley
Block, Guelph Township, as"ing to le formed mto a conne
gation under the care of the Preshytoy and civen pulpn
stupply Mr. Christie was  appotnted  to earry out toeir
wishes

Mr. Chnstie further veported an application from 1"'s
linch for Gache and Fuglish proaching supply, which he was
lstructed to visit and enjuire into the circomstances of - th
case, and report at a future mocting of Preshytery

The Rev. Messrs. Fraser end MacKenzie gave moa report
ol their visil to Goderich, where Rev. Messis. Proudfoot and
Christie had planted a church in 1833, and had also revisi‘ed
the place in the winter of 1835, previously referred to.

The third mecting of the Vi sionary Pieshytery of the
Canadas was held in West Flamboro chureh on February 8,
137, and was corstituted in the usual way by the retirmg
Maoderator, Mr. Murray The Rev. Ro ert Thornten, of
Oshawa, was appointed Modeiator in kis place. A petition
was presented to Preshytory signed by nine persons living
e Nichol Towns'ip asking to be formed wmto a conregatt n
under the care «f the Presiytery, which Mr. Chrstie  was
appointed to do. This Mr, Christie did and reported at  a
futwre meeting held i London, June 21, 1837 That he  had
organized a congrezation in the Towrship of Nichol  (now
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Knox church, Flora) and crdyined elders and dispensed the
Lord’s Supper there. At the Presbytery meeting held in
West Flamboro on Februery &, 1537, it is further re orded
that Mr. Christie stated that it was his wish to resign - s
care of the congrezations of Dumfries and Beverly into  the
hands of the Preshytery, and to confine his labors to the West
Flamboro congregation, The Preshbytery having heard  Mr,
Christie's reasons for this step, agreed to relieve him of  the
charge of these churches, and to take them on the list  of
vacancies, and at the same time they accepted Mr, Christic's
offer to minister to them until the expeeted supply of preach-
ers should arrive.

The fourth mecting of the Missicnary 1restytery of the
Canadas was held in London on June 21, 1837, At this meet-
ing a petition was preseated to the Prosbytery sig ed by
thirty-two persons living in Puslinch Township, asking tote
organized as a congregation under the care of this Ireshy-
tery. Mr. Christic was appointed to carry cut their wishes
accormng w e rules of the Chureh,

The £fth meeting of the Missionery Presbytery «f  the
Canadss was held in the West Flam oro churth on October
18, 1837. At this wmecting Mre. Christie gave in the  report
of his visit to Prsliceh, where be had organived, according
to appointment, a congiewtion on the 21st day «f July,
1837, and had ordained two dders, Messrs, Cocklurn and Gil-
lespie, and had also dis, crsed the Sqweriment of the Lord’s
Supper.

There was also presonted ot this Preshytery a potition
signed by thitty-se.en perscrs living in Cuelph Towuship,
asking to Le formed into a ¢ ngregation and taken uwndor tie
care of the Preshytery.

The sixth mecting of the Missionary reshytery «f the
Canadas was held in the West Flam!oro Chureh on the 11t
day of Fehruary, 1838 Sederent,  Rev. Messrs Proudfoot,
Christie,  Murray, Thomton, Skinver, Rey and Lawrence.
Elder, Wm. Henderson, Mr, Christie reported that aceording
to the appointment of Preshytery, he had organized thirty
persons into a Chiristian Church in Paisley Block,  elected
two clders, Messrs. Jolin Keith cnd John Mondersen,
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The seventh meeting of the Missionary Preshytery of the
Canadas was held in Toro:to on June 20, 183K, At this
Presbytery mecting a petition from St George (Dumfries)
was presented, asking for @ preacher to le app inted to
moderate in a call there. In accordance with this request Mr.
Christie was appointed to moderate in a call there on July
1st, 1K3K, Mr.  Christic  was further appointed to visiu
Eramosa, in response  to a  petition from  that
congregation,  to  deal  with  the  petitioners according
to  their request  and  receive them under the  care  of
the Preshytery, Mr. Christic was also appointed to supply
Beverly, August 15, ind Mr. Lawrence, St George,  same
date

The eighth meeting of the Missionary Ureshytery of the
Canadas was held in West Flamboro church on the 21th  day
of October, 1838, Mr. Chiistie reported at this meeting :
That he had modoratod in a call at St. George on July 2od,
1838 (the date being chanced from Jduly 1st to July 2nd)
and stated that the call was in favor of Rev, James Roy.
The call wi signed by thinty members and five  adherents
Commissioners appointed from St George were Messrs, Rob-
ert Christie and John Dodds

A petition  from Beterly congrogation was also  read
showing that they concurred in the call given by St George
to Mr. Roy, and praying that they might enjoy a share of
the pastoral labors of Mi. Roy. There appearcd as Commis-
sioners from Peverly, Messrs. Thomas Wat «on, Joehn Fare
grieve and Alexander Tunis.

Rev. Mr. Proudfcol reported at the same time his con-
duct in moderating in a call at Chatham on the 6th day of
August, said call was addrissed to Rev. James Roy,  This
call was lost in transmissi n from Chatham to Presbytery,
but was acted upcn a8 if «n the table of the Presiytery,

There was also read a repreentation and petition  from
St George, shewing that they cousider their call entitled to
preference over that frem Chatham and praying the Preshy-
tery to decide in terms of their representation, and that Mr.
toy be specially ordained amongst them. The Beverly com-
missioners, with the commissioners from St. George were
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fully heard. After full coesideration the Preshytery decided
to prefer the call from St Goorge and Beverly to Rev. My,
Koy, and appointed Mr. Christie to induct Mr. Rey to the
pastoral charge of St. George on December 3rd, and to thay
of Beverly on Deeem! er 5th, 1838

Mr. Christie alun veported at the same mestitg o't
Preshytery, held Octoter 24th, that le had et with the
petitioners from Eramosa, and had  according to the praver of
their petition received that cosgrepation and the Sessicn un-
der the care of the 'resbyvtery.

It was further azreed to appoint Messrs, Christie, Mur
ray and Roy to give what supply  they could to  Puslinch,
Framesa, Paisley Block and Nichol, until the third Sabbath
of January, 1839,

Messrs. Christie and Roy reported having visited the con-
gregations under care of Preshvtery in the Gore District.

It might be of interest to note just here a few facts in
contection with the early hist ry «f the Beverly portion of
Mr. Christie’s charge. The Pevetly conpregation was  or-
ganized by Mr. Christie in 1833, with cighteen members, e
log church was erceted in 1835, and up to that time the con-
gregation worshipped in Parns during the summer, most fre-
quently in the barn on Lot No.o I5,concession 7. In 1832
those who came to this neighborhood from Scotland in the
same vessel put up a loz building without the help of any
animal. This building wis large cnough to cover them all,
twenty-four in number, voung and old. In this they all lived
until they had their shanties put upen their own land, This
building was also used as a place of worship until*the erec-
tion of the log church. From 1835 until the carly part of
1840 there was no pulpit. The worshippers sat on two-inch
planks jist as they came from the saw; no dressing what-
ever, In 1810 the building was lined, walls and ceiling with
dressed lumbter and a pulpit put in. It was ¢lso seated with
plain dressed lumber seats, and thus made very comforta'le.
This building was used for worship until tke stone church
was built in 1818, Mr. Christie continued to minister to
this congregation, s cof'en as possible, until December 5th,
1838, when Rev. James Roy w.s ordained, inducted as pas-
tor, as stated in a previous part of this historiccl sketch,
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Mr. Roy gave service every third Sa'bath until the early
part of 1815, when he resi ned his charge of Reverly, anl
took charge of Glenmorris,

The latter part «f 185 Peoerly wis supplied by pro-
bationers, which continved until ey, John Porteous was
called in 1817 and inducted in January, 1818

Mr. Christie visited Peverly conarezation for the last
time when the stone chureh was opened in 1818 At the
opening  he made  touching  allusion 1o these carly davs
of his ministrations theve, e spoke of the divs when they
hardly had a roof to cover their heads, when in the midst
of privations and difficulties they hod worshipped from place
to place in houses and in barns. But God had Vessed their
ellorts and crowned their lalors with suceess and now they
had this substantial stone stroeture in which to worship the
God of their fathers, It was an occasion  calling for  devout
thankfulness to God on our part and £ r more entire devo-
tion to s serviee, and on his own part a matter of praise
and thanksgiving 1o God thit Lis Libors cmong them in
those carly days of privation and unceasing toil, had borne
such visible and abundant fruit. That day was an  carnest
of what d would  vet do for them. The retrospeet in
spite of all its burdens and toils, its trizls and difficulties
was  food for grateful  joy, the prospeet was fnll of glad
anticipation,

The foregoing facts in reference to the early divs of Pev-
crly congregation have teen kindly furnished by Mr. Ro'ert
McQueen, who has been so long actively identified with the
congregation there.

The ninth meeting of the Mission: ry Preshytery of the
Canadas was held in the West Fland oro church on June 19,
13, 1839,

The tenth meeting of the Miss'on:ry Pres yvtery of the
Canadas was held in the West Flamboro church on June 19,
1839,

The eleventh meeting «f tle Mis icnary  Preshytery
of the Canadas wes held in the West Flamboro church  on
February 12th, 1810,
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The twelfth mecting of the Missionary 'reshytery of the
Canadas was held in West Flamboro chureh on July 1, 1810,

At this meeting a petition was presented to Proshytery,
| signed by eleven persons living in Hamilton, and belonziag
|j to the West Flamboro church, asking to le disjsined from
West Flamboro and to he erected into a separate conzrega
tion, under the care of the Preshytery. After due considera-
tion it was agreed to let this petition lie on the talle until
next mecting of Preshytery. This e nzregation in Hamilton
was a regular preaching station attached  to  the Flamboro
! charge, including cleven memlers,

The thirteenth meeting of the Missionary Preshylery of
the Canadas was held in West Klamloro church on Octoker
11, 1810, The petition frem Hamilton was st laid over
until next meeting of Preshytery.

The fourtcenth mecting of the Missionary Preslytery of
the Canadas, was held in the West Flamboro church on Feb-
ruary 3rd, 1811, The petition from Hamilten was taken up
and fully considered, when it was agreed to grant the prayer
of the petition, and appoint Mr. Chiistie to intimate this
decision to the congregation in Hamilton on the third Sab-
bath of February, 1811,

The fifteenth meeting of the Missionary Preshytery of the
Canadas was held in the West Flamboro church on July 7,
1841,
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1. ::{ The sixteenth mectivg «f the Missionary I'reshytery of
{ H the Canadas was held in the West Flamboro chureh on Oc-
SR tober 6, 1811,

i At this meeting there was presented a petition  from

e
"‘ i the Hamilton congregation asking that the Rev. Mr. Dick be
| ey appointed to preach to them for a few Sabbaths.
| 8 ! The seventeenth meeting of the Missionary Presbytery of
[ 't the Canadas was  held in West Flamboro church en Febru-

ary 9, 1812, The Rev, Mr. Christie reported at this mecting
that he had moderated in a call in 8t. Catharines on the
Sabbath before the above meeting, i.c., February 2nd. The
i | call was in favor of the Rev. John Porteous, and was signed

| by twenty-three church members and forty adhberents, and
later on by six more church members. Rev, Mr. Porteous
P was also called to West Dumfries.
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The eighteenth meeting of the Missionary Preshytery of
the Canadas was beld in Toronto on .July 6th, 1842, Mr.
Christie reported at this mecting that he hod moderated in
a call in the Hamilton congregati noon June 13, in favor of
the Rev. Mr. Barrie of Eramosa and Nichol

The nineteenth mecting of the Missionary Presbhytery  of
the Canadas was held in the West Flam® oro church on Fel-
ruary 1, 1813

The twenticth meeting of the Missionary  Presbytery of the
Canadas was beld in Hamilten church on July 26 b, 1843
It was at this mecting  that it was agreed to orginize a
Synod. This was agreed to on July 27th, to ke cal'ed “The
Missionary Synod," of Canada, and to he divided into three
Preshy teries, viz., London, Flamboro and Toronto, The second
session of the Missionary Syrod of Canada was held in Ham
ilton on Mayv 22, 1811 At this meeting it was decided to
continue Mr. Barrie in Eramosa and Nichol

To the three Prestyleries tefore referred 1o there was
added in 18101 the Preshytory of Canada Fost. On the poll
of the four  Prosbyteries  at this date wore the pames  of
twenty-two ministers. In May, 1817, was consummated a un-
ion between the Synods of the Uvited Sceessicn and Relief
Churches in Scotland, the united lodies assuming the name
of the United  Preshytevian Chureh in Scotland, In conse
quence of this urion the Svood in Canada changed its name
mto “The Synod of the United Presbyterian Chureh in Can-
ada in connection with the United Pres' vterian Church in
Scotland.” This  name it rctained Gl 1861, when it was
united with the Free Chureh Synod. At that time it had
sixty-cight settled ministors, two ministers without charge
and sixteen probationers

The Synod of the U, Chureh in Cinada held its regul o
stated  mectings in the United Sceession Church, Hamilton
twow called Central Chorch, Hamilton) and ot its g lar
mecting held there on June 1, 1858, it was reported Ly the
Flamboro Preshbytery, that the Duudas portion of the Flam-
boro charge  had been erected o a s parate congregation
on October 13, 1857, and to have a mivister settled  over
them as soon as one could te seeurcd. Dundas had Yeen til)
now a preaching steticn attacked to West Flam! oro’,
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42 WEST FLAMBORO

Having thus followed the missionary 1itors of Mr Chris-
tie in the various districts visited @nd the difierent preach-
ing station planted, and the congregations organized we
now turn to t'e minutes of Session ook, which dates from
August 20th, 1837

We find that on February 23rd, 1839, Mr. Walter Bain
was inducted into the eldersiip in accordance with a reso-
lation of the last meeting of the congregation and took his
pl as a member of Session, and at a subsequent moeeting
Lheld on June 15th, e was appointed I'resbytery elder for
the next six months

Under date of Flamboro West, October 5th, 1839, the fol-
lowing minute is recorded

Ihe Session unavimously agreed that it is necessary that
there be one or two clders ch son in Hamilton for that
quarter of the congregation, and that intimation of the same
be given to the conzregation here on the third Salb th in
October and to the mem! ers in Hamilton on the fourth Sab-
bath and that the clection take plece in Hemilton on the
Fuesday evening after the fourth Sablath in Octoler

itois further rded Flamboro West, November 3rd,
18449 I'he Sesston met this day ind wis constituted 'y the
Moderator. Present \dom  Elliot, James Gray, Stephen
Nisbet, William Dickson, William He derson. Wolt. r Bain and
MeFarlane I'lic Moderator stated that accord ng to

appointment of Session at the last mecting he had preacled
i Hamilton in Mr, Thoriton's scho dhovse  and that after
the congregation were called upen to nominite per
the office of eldership, Jochn Toompsen ond Will am
1 who has both flled the offiee in Scotland werg
nominated and unanimously elected. Messrs, Thornton  and

Lawson appeared and signified their willingness to  resume
their office. The Session unainimously agreed that their odicg
be served on the 10th curt, and if there be no lawiul objec

1l telifad Hfc that they e inducted o the
Ith cunt

It was also unanimously agreed thit the second Sa bath
in February, the third in June and the first in October, are




PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH \ 13

the fittest seasons for the o' servation of the Lord's Supper

in this congregation. Concluded with praver,

JAMES McFARLANE, Nession Clerk,

On February Kth, 1810, Stephen Nisbet was appointed to
be Preshyvtery elder

At Flamboro West, June 20, 1810, the Session met and was
constituted by the Mocerator Present: Wi liam Lawson,
Walter Bain, James Gray, Wi Henderson, S, Nisbet, Wm.
Dickson, Adam Ellott and Jomes MacFarlane, The Session
agreed to transmit to the Prosbhytery a petition from eleven

members o Hamilton praving for a disjunction from this

ongregation and to be fornu into a separate congregation.

At a meeting of Sessicn held in Flamboro West, Septem-
ber 12th, 181 Tt was resolved that the congregation should
be called upon  on the Saturday before the Sacrament (Oe-
Tober 10th) that is October 9th, to elect three persons to the
office of ruling elders, viz,, o ¢ for the Dundas guarter, one
I one for the Brock Road
quarter, and that intimatiors here le giten alter worship

for the Flamboro Road quartey

next Sabbatl

A\t a meeting held in Mr. Christic’s house on Wednesday,
October  20th,  according to sgrcement at 12 o'clock noom.
After ermon and praver for the guidance of the spirit by
Mr. Christie, the ustuel mettod 1y nominatio n Leing follows
ed, Messrs, Adam Kerr, for the Dundas Quarter; James Bax-
ter, for the Brock Road Quarter and William MacKinley  for
the Flamboro Quarter, wore unanimously elected, The rules
of procedure having been duly observed they were ordained
and inducted in Flamboro churel November 1ith, 1811, to

the office of ruling elder by praver ard the imposition  of
hands

At @ meeting of Session held on October Sth, 1812, Jas,
MatFarlane, owing to press of duties, resigned his  position
as Clork of Session and Adam Kerr was appointed in his
place

In Flamboro West, February 11, 1813, the Session met
and was constitnted with prayver by the Moderator, all the
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members being present \dam Kerr, who had been instruct-

ed by the Session to procure a set of communion cups,

flagons and plates, presented the bill of the same, amount
ing to £3, 19s, 13d. As a collection had been made by the
congregation for their purchase, the sum of £2. 5s. 10d., be
ing the amount of the said collection, was already at their
credit and the balance £1. 13s. 5d, the
agree to pay in equal proportion, being three-quarters to
to each and which was paid by Mr. Bain, Mr. Nisbet, Mr,
Dickson, Mr. McKinley and Mr. Baxter

mbers of Session

West Flamboro, July 9, 1813

The Session met and was opened by the Moderator with
praver, who also stated that at the last meeting of Presby-
tery, it was suggested to have a Missionary Society estab-
lished 1n each of the congregations connected with the Seces
sion Church, for the aid of weak congregations and other
ways assisting the missionary fund, that it was necessary
to state the same at the present meeting of Session so that
the opinion of the Session could be stated to the Preshytery
at their next meeting on the 2ith inst On considering the
iion Re

subject the Session came to the following ‘

solved that from the frequency of calls le upon the con-
gregation by the committee of management to assist them
in bringing up arrears due by the congregation that the for-
regation He deferred

Which was carried un

mation of a missionary society in the
till after the meeting of Presh
animously. Wm. MacKinley was appointed Preshyvtery Elder

for the ensuing six months
.

According to agreement of Session held March 24th, 1814
Walter Chisholm, having been « lect

lected by the congrega-
tion on March 17th, to the office

) Dundas
quarter, was set apart and inducted to that office on Apri
21st, at the close of the forenoon services in the usual way

ruling elder

Meeting House, West Flamboro, Oct, 19, 1815

The Session met  and was constituted by the Moderator,
Present, Wm McKinley, James Baxter, Walter Chisholm,
James MeFarlane. The followi resolution of a mecting  of
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the members of the congregation residing in Dundas was
read:
(CoPyY.)
To the Rev, the Moderator and Members of the Session of
the Secession Congregation, West Flamboro:

1 beg to lay bhefore vou the following resolutions of a
meeting of  the members of the congregation residing in
Dundas held on the evening of the 15th inst, in the Mechan-
ics Institute room to consider the propriety and necessity of
having a place of worship erected in Dundas in connection
with the congregation. It was after full consideration unani-
mously agreed that the meeting approve of having a place of
worship erected in Dundas, in connection with the congrega-
tion in West Flamboro and of taking steps to have the same
carried into effect. It was stated that Dr. Hamilton had of-
fered through Mr. Christie to sell a lot lying on the McAd-
amized road to the congregation which was worth £50 for
£25 he giving the difference of £25 as his subscription. The
meeting unanimous!y resolved to return their thanks to Dr.
Hamilton for his Kind and liberal offer and that they would
accept the same and appoint Messrs, George, Colcleugh and
Fairgrave to intimate this resolution to Dr. Hamilton and
that as soon as the necessary arrangements for completing
the purchase could be made a deed would be executed, It
was unanimously agreed that the resolutions of the meeting
be laid before the Session requesting them to call a meeting
of the congregation to take this subject into consideration,
Dated, Dundas, Octobor 18, 1815,

(Signed) WALTER CHISHOLM,
Secretary,
After considering the matter of the foregoing resolutions
the Session unanimously agreed to call a congregational
meeting to be held on Wednesday, the 29th inst, at 12 o'clock
and intimation thereof be made next Sabbath,
Closed with prayer.
(Signed) WALTER CHISHOLM,
Secrctary W, F., per Wm. MacKinley.
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46 WEST FLAMBORO

At a meeting of Session on February 7, 1846, held  in
West Flamboro meeting house, the Session resolved to  de-
vote 12s. 6d. for Presbytery purposes for the past year, Also
that a collection be made in aid of the Hamilton congrega-
tion on the last Sabbath in March or first in February and
that intimation be given from the pulpit on the preceding
Sabbath,

On June 12th, 1817 the Session agreed that fifteen shil-
lings be paid from the collections for the Presbytery Clerk’s
salary. The Session also had regularly appointed one of its
members ¢very six months to attond nectings of Presbytery,
but on and after Junc 12th they were appointed annually,

On February 12th, 1818, after sermon, the members of
the congregation were served with new tickets of admission
to the Lord's Supper, This practice of using tickets instead
of tokens for admission to the Lord's Supper was continued
till January 21th, 1850, when they were recalled and  the
practice discontinued, and it was also agreed that no per-
son would be recognized as a member of the congregation
after the recall of the tickets, on the ground that such a
ticket may be in their possession.

At a meeting of Session held 13th October, 1849, they
expressed deep regret  for the loss of their late  worthy
brother William McKinley, whom it had pleased the Lord
to remove by death from their number,

According to the resolution previously made, a stone
church was erected in Dundas, and known as the “‘Blue
Stone Church.”

On September 8th, 1850, the Session agreed to express
their deep regret for the loss of their late worthy brother,
Adam FElliot, whom it had pleased the Lord to remove by
death.

In West Flamboro, on December 8th, 1850, after sermon
by the Moderator from Matthew 23 : 8, all the rules and
forms of procedure on such occasions having been observed,
the following persons were ordained and inducted and set
apart to the office of ruling clders, by praycr and the impo-
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sition of hands, and received the right hand of fellowship :
Adam Martin, for Beverly district; David Christic, for Flam-
boro Quarter; William Fotheringham and John Thompson for
Dundas Quarter, and James Spence for Ancaster Quarter.

At a meeting of the congregation held in  Dundas on
April 28th, 1855, the usual forms of procedure having been
observed and prayer offered up for Divine guidanee, and the
vote on ecach being taken, the following were declarcd  duly
elected to the office of ruling elders, viz.: William Gill, Pat-
rick Thornton, John Jardine and James McMicking. In the
church in Dundas, on June 17th, 1855, they were ordained
and inducted to the office of ruling elders in the usual way
on such occasions.  On June 12th, 1852, Mr. William Hen-
derson was elected Session Clerk and continued as such till
his death in 1887,

During Mr. Christie's pastoral care over Dundas congrega-
tion the communion was observed in April and December of
ecach year, and the last time he dispensed it there as  pas-
tor, was on April 11th, 1875, for the reason already stated,
viz., that the Dundas portion of the Flamboro charge was
erected into a separate congregation on Octoher 13, 1857, to
have a settled minister of their own as soon as one could be
secured. Thus ore after another of the preaching stations
under Mr. Christie's pastoral care, was disjoined and formed
into separate congregations, until Mr. Christie was left in
charge of Flamboro church alone after October 13, IN57.

Mr. Christie declined to enter into the union, which was
comsummated in 1861, between the Syiod of the United Pres-
byterian Church in Canada of which he was minister, and
the Free Presbyterian Church of Canada. The West  Flam-
boro congregation remained loyal to their pastor as long as
he lived. So far as the minutes of Session are concerned,
there is no reference whatever to this union. It does not
appear to ever have been submitted to the Session or con-
gregation for their consideration, or to have been discussed
in any shape or form, neither was any representative elder
appointed between 1861 and 1870,

v T e—
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and Civil Engiveer of Hamilton was emploved to draw up
the plans and specitications ald plars were received, con-
sidered and agreed to, tenders were called for to contract for
guarrving stone and providing timber and lumber. The fol-
towing estimate was made of the cost,

Cost  of stone  laid down $475.00
Cost of  Jumber : 3 150,00
D. Nicholson's contract for mason work ... 1200.00
Own Hodges, contract for carpenter work | 1425.00
Cost of  shingles 60.00
Cost of lath 25.00

£3605.00

All the ahove contracts were faithfully carried out but
there remained  a gocd deal more to be  done, such as
painting, removing ecarth, furnishings, advertising, cost of
insurance, interest on loans, fencing cte., making a total of
$4,117.52, when the final audit was made by William Wood
and T. S. Henderson on the 22nd day of March 1870, leaving
a balance unpaid of $291.15.

On February 17th 1867 the new church was opened. The
Rev, Thomas Christie conducting the morning service,
preaching from the text Ps. 132: 11, This is my rest for
ever; here will T dwell; for I have desired it. In the after-
noon a service was conducted by the Rev. Robert Torrance,
D.D., of Guelph, at 3 o’clock. And in the cvening the Rev.
John McColl, of Dundas, preached. The church was filled at all
the services. On the following Monday evening a tea meeting
was held. The Rev. Thomas Christic was chairman. Speeches
suitable for the occasion were made by Rev, John Duff, of
Elora; Rev. Dr. Torrance, of Guelph,and Rev. Dr. Ormiston,
of Hamilton. The amount realized was about $200. At the
close of the entertainment Dr. Ormiston was asked to take
the chair, when he remarked that they would know in a few
minutes the reason for his brief exaltation, Wm. Henderson
hen came forward and read an address to the pastor, Rev.

4‘4




e A ]
e

TR
c: e
| S

M

|

50 WEST FLAMBORO
Thomas Christie, presenting him with a purse containing
$200,

The last meeting of Session at which Mr, Christie  was
present was held on June 12th, 1870, when the Lord's Supper

was observed,

He remained pastor of the congregation for thirty-eight
years, and continued in the active discharge of his duties
till within a few davs of his death, which occurred on  the
8th of September, 1870, in the eighty-seventh year of  his
age, having been an ordained minister for fHfty-three years,
thirty-cight of which had been spent in West Flamboro.  On
Saturday, the 37th of August, he had written out a dis-
course for the following day, when he was seized with the
sickness which within two weeks proved to be fatal, His
mortal remains were carried to their last yesting  place
amidst a large concourse of mourning friends. The spot  in
which  they were  deposited  was  that on  which
stood the pulpit of the old church, which in the course
of vears, had been replaced on an adjoining site by another
of statelier structure and more enduring material This
vencrable patriarch  and faithful and devoted pastor  was
spared to witness the fruits of his abundant and sclf-deny-
ing labors in the growing prosperity of his own tlock, and of
several congregations around him, which he helped to estab-
lish, and his services to which are gratefully remembered.

The following minute appears in the Session records of
September 10th, 1870,

“The Session met and was constituted with prayer, the
Rev. Robert Torrance leading therein, at the request of the
Rev. Mr. Inglis, Moderator pro-tem. Present: James Gray,
Stephen Nisbet and William Henderson, When it was unan-
imously agreed that a congregational meeting be held on
Tuesday, the 20th day of the present month. Also it was
agreed that James Gray and William Henderson conjointly
with the Rev. Robert Torrance be a cemmittec to draft a




J
"
i
J

i
'
N




H




52 WEST FLAMBORO

of churches he was instrumental in organizing. for the abil-
ity He gave him for the arduous labors he had to undergo,
particularly in the early vears of his missionary life and for
the prosperity of his beloved Zion, which he was allowed to
witness before he was called away to his rest. The Session
would further record their high sense of the ministerial
gifts, life and character of their late pastor, of the faithful-
ness with which he devoted himself to the work of prepara-
tion for the pulpit and with which he expounded and enforced
the Word of God for the salvation of his hearers, proving
himself to ke a workman not needing to be ashamed rightly
dividing the word of truth—a scribe well instructed to the
kingdom and able te bring out of his treasures things new
and old, speaking the things which become sound doctrine—
of the deep interest he always took in the Spiritual welfare
of the flock of which the Holy Ghost had made him an ov-
erseer being at all times ready, as he was well fitted to be,
a counsellor  of the  young and a comforter of the aged—of
the zeal with which he devoted himsclf so long as God was
pleased to spare  him in the possession of needful physical
strength to visitation from house to house and of the kindly
disposition he displayed in all his intercourse with the peo-
ple of his char-e. 'The Scssion would still further record
ftheir gratitude to God for the harmony that has prevailed
among them as a Session during the long period they have heen
associated, under the moderatorship of their pastor, whose
loss they now mourn, and for the urbanity which character-
ized him in all the business they were called to transact and
with His approbation and welcome to the kingdom and
they pray that they may be enabled by Divine grace to be
faithinl to the stewardship they have received of the Lord
Jesus so that when they too are called away, they may meet
glory which He has promised to His servants, and that the
congregation may have poured out upon them the quickening
and refreshing influences of the Holy Ghost, in connection
with this sad dispensation, so as to profit by it, bearing the
rod and Him that has appointed it. They would express their
unfeigned sympathy with the widow in her aMiction and
their hope that God would supply all her need according to
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Wil thirt ea 1 ember of the Kirk  Session,
and a1 I ft 1 ( formation the
Vel I o~ " It 1 (¥ d their expres
sion « ( of It ¢ sustained by his death,
I'he deceased v dwa at his post, and was ready to as
sist his brethren with counsel both safe and profitable He
took v 1 t the general prosperity of the con

& d g his long connection with 1t and maintained
a ( ent with his position, both as a member
and a Elder of the Church. The Session sympathize with
thi id family, commend them to the grace of God,
and 1 r clerk to furnish the family with a copy of

Porteous

(UTER 2
moderated 4 Rev, Jame
rtson of Norwich in the call was
art 1 wimou made Lo secure
hi t but like the former was declined. Some time
after Mr. Robertson was settled as the first pastor of Knox
Church, Winnipeg, where he labored most faithfully an I
cessiull il was appointed by the General Assembly o
the p on of Superintendent of Missions in Manitoba and
the Northwest, in which he remained till the end of his most
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CHAPTER IV
Pastorate of Rev, A. W. Benson.
The third moderation took place on June 29th 1874, and
was addressed to the Rev, A, W, Benson, and like the others
was both hearty and unanimous, and  was accepted by him,

He was ordained and indue’ d on October 28th, 1874, when
the Rev. John Porteous presided, the Rev, Mr. MacLean of
Strabane preached, the Rev. Dr. Laing, of Dundas gave the
charge to the minister, and the Rev, Mr. Dawson, of Beams-
ville addressed the Congregation

Mr. Benson received a very warm welcome from the cone

gregation, and entered upon his work as pastor with  zeal

and enthusiasm, preaching the first sermon on the text, Coll
1:27-2K8, on Sabbath, Nov, Ist,

The following minute appears in the records of Feb, 13th,
1875

On motion duly made, that in consequence of onr long
vacancy of over four yvears being now filled up, by a settled

pastor, and, that the Rev, Joln orteous having resigned
the moderatorship of session. The session would desire  to
record their gratitude 1o the great head of the church, for
the unanimity and cordiality that prevailed in the Session
under the moderatorship of Mr. Joln Porteous, and that the
thanks of the Flamboro West session be given to him, and
instruct  the clerk to send Mr. Porteous a copy of said
minute

In  August 1875, according to the Session Records, Mr,
and Mrs. Benson, on account of enfeebled health was granted
leave of absence for three weeks, the Session supplving his
pulpit during that  period. Mr. Henson returned and  con-
tinued in the faithful discharge of his duties till April 1876,
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when he was  again laid aside with severe illness, and felt
constrained to tender his rosi nation which is dated April 23
1856, Flamboro West. Rev. Dr. Laing, Moderator pro ter

When it was unanimously agreed to insert in the Scssion
records the following res of the Prestytery  of
Hamilton, viz: Within St. 1 .
eleventh day of April, which day the ['reshyt
ton met and was constituted by Rev, A, Grant
Inter Alia

amtliton on the

The clerk read a letter from Pev. A W. Penson, dated
Central Bridge, N.Y., April 3rd 186 in which he tendered
his resignation of the pastorcl charie of West Flamboro, on
account of continual ill  health, without Lope of recovery-
Members of Presbytery gave inf tmation on the matter a
far as they could. On motion «f Mr. S, . Fraser secondel

by Mr. Craigie, it was vnanimoisly  resel ed  that the
Presbytery with much sorrow and doe)n
resignation thus tendered at once and with

aceept the

usual pro
cedure.  That Rev. Dr. laing leappointed to preach in
Flamboro 23rd inst., and declare the charge vacant, and to
act as Moderator of Session doring the vacancy. Also  that
the congregation be recommended to devise 11 eral thines in
regard to their late pastor in Lis prosent severe aflliction
and that the clerk in infoiming Mr. Peuson of the actio
now taken, be instructed to a re him and his lady of the
deep sympathy felt for them by all the mombers of this
court, their interest in their welfare, and confident Lope that
the Divine Master whom they love will sustain and comfort
them in their dark hour of trial

HISTORICAL SKETCH

Aaron William Benson was born in Schoharie Co., N.Y
Feb. 23rd, 1843.—Reccived his carly education in one of the
district schools of the county, at the age of 18, he began
teaching, and at the age of 22, received a “Teacher's  Lifc
Certificate,” for the Stute of New York, e united with the
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Cobleskill, N.Y in 1859, entered

Brunswick, N.J., i IR6 aduating
! from the Theological Seminary in
ece of M.A i v | I to

¢ classes of Nchoari N.Y May
18 he was examin f Ordin

embly &t Ottawa, Canada, by the
th Reception of Minister two
Frof, Caven of Toront nd  the

Montical The examina being

he was called to the | risbylerian
Canada, June 29th, 1871, and ord

the Preshytery of Hamilte Ontario,

1871, He began his labors postor

mtimued the relation until April 23rd,
he was advised to try ate

( year of rest, he e M
11 e b clive Home
1 1 r several new hes

which are three in the cit i Min

establishing cothers and ercet and
of worship. In connceti with

o been engaged in journalism on the

tertan’ and other periodieal Ie 1s

d has been supplying two congrega
journ at Flamboro 29 perso vt re-
nearly all on Confession of ¥ 1. In
Las been to give @peck ttention

the young. Twelve vour n have
chrough his injuenc 1w , and
ome promineat in religio tivities
Lioa was never an I LIt
No labor was too al, no sacrifice

cifish love he bore to the people of his
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CHAPTER V

Pastorate of the Rev, George Chrystal

\fter a vacancy of four montl s given
Rev. George Chrystal of Silver Hill and Lyndock 1
accepted, and his induction took place on August 22
of which induction service the following account is give
a Dundas paper of that date. The Proshytery of Har

met on Tuesday, August 22nd, in the Church in West FL

boro, for the induction of the Rev, George Chrystal

congregation was large and presented 1 t pleasing appear
ance. The sermon was preached from 1 ( 12:14, 1 seek
not vours, but vou,"”" by Rev. Mr. Clarke, of Welland M1
S. W. Fisher of Waterdown, presided it the questions,
Dr. Laing, of Dundas, addressed the I d Mr. Wait
of Waterdown, the people. The service were me it
ing and appropriate After the busing had been trai
the ladies of the congregation entertained the whold
present at a  sumptuous  collation in the bascment of
church. The manner in which tiias was conducted was highly
creditable to all concerned, It was tiul 1 love feast a
feast of welcome without the usual drawback of a arge for
admission,  After the repast a number of the congregation
returned to the church when excellent addresses on a variet
of practical matters were delivered by M Burson, Lai
Fisher, Waits and Clarke

During Mr, Chrystal's pastorate there were large ac
sions to the membership of the cor \ d the difierer
departments of chureh work wer ied l
Session records were regularly » the Preshytor
and approved as correctly kept

On June Ist, 1877, after the he Rev, M
Smith, of Hamilton, the S fon et | tuted
with praver by the Moderator, R Geor Chrysta a
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{ fo of procedure in the ordinatio
( eld havi heen observed Charles
! I'hompson Johin Bovle lolin Lawson,
Gih a S 1 Ada were set apart to the
( d by praver a they received the right
[ fellowship | took their seat 1s members of Ses-

ot ol 8 d 9th, 1882, the follow
Bitions W ously passcd relative to the death
David Gibsor e esteemed member of Session who

n o the cighth day of April, 1882:  “Whercas, it has

I Almighty G in Divine Wisdom to take from our

\ formerly a worthy member of this Ses-

I'herciore, moved by William Henderson, seconded by
- resolved: That in the deceased we recog
¢ who whilst in our midst honorably and faithfully
ged 1 dutic d t and esteem of
ber of S any noble qualities

hea 1 worthy of our imi

I'hat although we wnt his loss to so

his fm t congregation and Session, it can be
id of 1 to die is gair ind we regard this dis-
ttion of a Kind Providence as a voice calling unto us
also read I'hat while we mingle our tears with
bereaved wid ives we also  join
in the good in a better and

r world

The following minute was adopted by the Session  on

1th, 1882

hereas it has pleased God that death should again
this Session and remove our venerable father and bro
My lames Gray, who died May 22und, 1882 | oldest
in the eldership of this congregation, having been
at its first meeti

to elect elders in December, 1833,

tesolved, that while we miss the presence and judicious coun-

the deceased, yvet we submissively bow before the Di-
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vine will and heed the reyeated warning, ‘‘Be ye also
ready.” Resolved, that we sincerely sympathize with the
bereaved family in the lcss of a hind aficctionate par-
ent and wise counsellor.”

On September 24th, 1882, the following resolutions were
unanimously adopted relative to the death of Mr, Adam
Martin, an esteemed elder who died on September 19, 1882,
at the advanced age of eighty-one years. Whereas it hath
pleascd God that death should again (for the third time in
five months) enter this Session and remove our venerable
father and brother, Mr. Adam Martin. Resolved, that in the
death of our venerable father and brother, we have lost a
judicious and wise friend, an earnest Christian, and a father
and brother beloved, yet we submissively bow to the Divine
will and heed the repeated warning, “‘Be ye also ready.” Re-
solved, that our sympathies are with the relatives and
friends of our deceased father and brother, especially with
his two daughters, his only surviving children.”

At the July meeting of Presbytery, 1883, the Rev. Mr,
Chrystal resigned his charge as pastor ol the congregation,
which was accepted, and Rev. Dr. Laing was appointed Mod-
erator of Session, pro-tem. .

The following obituary notice of the death of the Rev.
George Chrystal apieared in the Becton World, Beeton, On-
tario, Thursday, July .Cth, 1508: *‘Beeton has this weex
been called upon to moura oane of its Lest known and most
highly respected citizens in the porson of Rev. George
Chrystal, who died at his home on Centre street on Tuesday
afternoon, July 28th, 1908, after an illness of about two
weeks, Deceased was a native of Scotland, He was born at
Coldingham, in Berwic.shire, in 1837, and was, therefore, in
his 72nd year at the time of his death. He received his
eurly training in the purish school there, following it up
witi a business course, to qualify for a clerkship in a dry
goods house. The glowing reports which an elder brother
sent Lome from Carada, to which he had latcly come, how-
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ever determined Mr Crystal to follow him, when he was
about eighteen years of age. After the lapse of a year or
more he moved to lowa, in company with his brother, where
they bought land. All the while influences were at work in
his heart and conscience leading him to sell his interest in the
farm and to turn his steps towards the ministry of the gospel
He re-entered school and college and spent a vear teaching in
Pennsylvania, afterwards moving to Casada, where he  for
some time followed the same vocation. Meanwhile he was
deligently pursving his classical studies, and in 1863 he ma-
triculated in Toronto University. In view of the great nced
of ministers and at the urgent pleading of a number of well
known divines he then entered on his theological studies in
Knox College, gradvating in 1869, His first charge was
Silver Hill and Lyndock, in the Presbytery of Hamilton,
where he labored for six years. On the union of these
churches he received and accepted a call to West Flamboro,
and was inducted there on August 22nd, 1876, where he re-
mained till July 1883, when he tendered his resignation, and
in 1884 was called to Avonton and Carlingford, in the Strat-
ford Preshytery. He resigned this charge and moved to
Stratford in 1890, where he resided wntil 1892, It was in
this vear he came to Beeton and recvived the appointment
of Division Court Clerk, which position he filled until  called
by the hand of death. During his sixteen vears' residence
this place Rev. Mr. Chrystal made a very large number of
friends by his many acts of kindness. He was possessed of
a true Christian character, which exemplified itself on every
occasion where the truest sense of manhood was called for,
By his death many residents of this section will feel keenly
the loss of a friend whom time and circumstances failed to
weaken in his ties of friendship. Especially will he be missed
by the inmates of the House of Industry. Since the estabe
lishment of this public institution at Beeton the subjcet of
this sketch had voluntarily given his scrvices towards ade
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vancing the spiritval welfare of the inmates. Nearly every
Sabbath he was to le found expounding the gospel truths at
the house services and as a result of his untiring cfforts  in
this direction the path of many an inmate has been made to
appear brighter than ever before. At the Christmas season
Rev. Mr. Chrystal never failed to do his utmost in manifest-
ing a spirit of good-will toward his more unfortunate bro-
thers, and when one of them was laid low by the hand of
death he gratuitously performed the last sad rites of burial
He leaves to mourn his loss a wife and one son, Dr. Chrys-
tal, of Carstairs, Alberta, to whom the sympathy .of the
community is extended,

The funeral was held on Wednesday afternoon. Rev.
Mr. Sharpe, of Alliston, conducted a short service at the
house after which the remains were conveyed to the Union
cemetery, where they were interred with Masonic honors.




REV. S. W. FISHER, Fourth Pastor
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CHAPTER VI.
Pastorate of the Rev. S. W. Fisher, B.A

After a vacancy of five months a hearty and unanimous
call was given to the Rev. 8. W, Fisher, B.A., of Knox
Cliurch, Elora, Presbytery of Guelph, which call was aceept-
ed by Mr. Fisher, ard the induction services were held on
December  6th, 1883, The Rev. .John Laing, D.D., interim
moderator, presided, and preached the induction sermon. The
Rev. George Burson, of Kpox church, St. Catharines, delive
eied the charge to the minister, and the Rev. Wm. Robert-
on, B AL, of Waterdown, addressod the congregation. At the
clise of which  serviees Mr, Fisher was introduced to the
congregation by Rev. Dr. Laing and received a hearty wel-

COIM

At a meeting of Session held on Fobruary 4th, 1885, the
moderator of Session reported that a vote had been  taken
in the congregation on the use of the Presbyvterian Hymnal,
at the regular diets of worship and that the result was a
targe majority in favor of its use. Whercupon it was moved
by John Lawson and seconded by John Bovle: That accord-
ing to vote of congregation the Presbyterian Hymnal be used
in the service of praise, and that the moderator be instruct-
el to intimate this decision of the Session to the congrega-
tion next Sabbath, which was agreed to by a majority

At a mesting of Session held March 17th, 1886, it was
moved by William Henderson and seconded by John Boyle:
That considering the size of the congregation, the extensive
ficld of labor within its bounds and the amount of work pro-
perly developing upon the eldership, it is deemed advisable to
have an addition of not less than six elders to the Session,
which was unanimously carried. In accordance therewith the
Session took the necessary steps to have this decision car-
ried out in the usual way and the result of the votes cast
announced, when it was found that Messrs. Thomas Gibson,
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William  Clark, Andrew  Olack,  Dundes Kirnaird, James
George and T. S, Henderson were elected, The first five after
due consideration signitied their acceptance of the office, but
Mr. T. S. Henderson felt constrained to decline for the pre-
m observed

sent. The vegular forms and procedure having b
those accepting office were ordained aud inducted on Sab-
bath October 3rd, 1888,

AL a meeting of the session held Feh, 17in 1a57, the
congregation was  divided into districts according to  the
pumber of the elders, fcr the better carrying on the work

of the congregation

At its meeting on November 2nd, 1887, the session ap-
pointed the moderator, with John Lawson and Thomas
Thompson, a committee to draw up a suitable minute anent
the death of Mr. William Henderson, a member of scssion,

of which the following is a copy

That this Session would bhow in humble submission  to
the Divine Providence that has removed from us by  death
an honored and revered member of Session in the porson of
the late William Henderson, who departed this life on  the
seventeenth day of October 1887, in the seventy-seventh year
of his age, and they desire pow to put on record their high
and heart felt appreciation of the g continued and faith-
ful service which he was enabled to render this congrogation
of which he was a member from the yvear 1835, and in June
1837, he was eleeted to the offee of the eldership in which
capacity he continved to serve the congregation most delig-
ently and efliciently till he was called to give an account of
his Stewardship on bigh, In 1852 he was unanimously ap-
pointed clerk  of Session which duties he performed most
faithfully till the last, Fer many vears he engaged in Sab-
bath School work to the great profit of all concerned. lle
was treasurer of the congregation for many years, as also
of their Misstonary contributions, In all of which offices he
was most devoted and painstaking, sparing neither time nor
trouble in advocating the cavse of Christ, As a Christian he
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was a man of more than ordinary intelligence with extensive
scriptiwal  knowledge and a deep insight into its spiritual
meaning. He was possessed of strong and most decided reli-
gious convictions, with unwavering adherence to the Card-
inal Doctrines of revealed truth and an carnest purpose in
life made him a power for good both in the congregation and
in the community in which he lived. While mourning his loss
we sorrow not as those who have no hope, for we know that
in Heaven he has a better and more enduring substance and
through his long life of censecration though dead, he vet
speaketh, The Session desire to expross sympathy with his
two sons and their families in their trying hereavement, and'
would hereby commend them to God who is able to build
them up and give them an inheritance among them who are
sanctified,

At the same mecting of Session Mr. Andrew Black was
on motion duly made and seconded appointed Session  clerk
in the place of the late  Mr. William Henderson, and Mr.
John Boyle  was  elected representative clder. It was also
agreed to appoint Mr. Willian Henderson, son of the late Mr,
Henderson to take charge of the Presbyterian records, and
to act as treasurer of the Missionary Monies and Ordinary
Revenues of the congregation until the rezular congregational
meeting which he consented to do. On February 7th, 1888,
William Clark was appointed Superintendent of district Sab-
bath School  to be held in Miss  Weir's home, and James
Clark his son Secretary-Treasurer, which continued during
the winter months, Mr. Andrew Black, having resigned the
position of «¢lerk of Session, February 7th 1893, William
Clark was appointed to take his place and continued to fill
this office till October 2nd, 1896, when he resigned because
of his removal to Dundas and Mr. John Boyle was appointed
to take his place,

At a meeting of Session held January 29th, 1892, the
question of using an organ at the regular diets of worship
in the church, was brought before the Session by a petition
signed by sixty communicants. After due consideration, it
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decided to submit the qrestion toa vote of the cone

gregation in the regular way, requiving a two-third vote of
the membership of the congregation. The votes were counted
at the meeting of session held on March sth, when it was
found that 150 had v oted in favor of the organ and 17
against, this giving a  two-third vote for
the organ. Whereapon it was unanimously agreed to grant
the praver of the petition and that the Moderator and Clerk
inform the Chairman of the Board of Managers of this deci-

ston and ask him to tuke the necessary steps to place a
!

suitable organ in the church

At the next meeting of session held May 11th, Miss
Sarah Bovle was appointed organist of the regular church
service, and Mrs. Kelly was appointed organist of the Sab-
hath School, ar Mr. William Wood was asked to continue
as leader of the choir, which ofier he most respectfully  de-
clined, but Miss Bovle and Mrs. Kelly accepted their ap-
pointments

On February 7th 1896, Miss Boyle resigned as organist
of congregation, and Mrs. Kelly resigned as organist of Sab-
bath School. Both were accepted, and the following minute
in reference thereto engrossed in the records. The Session in
accepting the resignations of Mrs, Kelly and Miss Boyle as
organist of Sabbath School and Church express our thanks
and appreciation of their valuable services and regret the
parting with Mrs. Kelly on her leaving for other parts and
would follow her with our earnest prayers for her  future
welfare. We would also place on record our sincere apprecia-
tion of Miss Bovle's services as organist of the congregation
which were given so willingly, not accepting any remunera-
tion

Miss Ruth Clark was appointed organist of Sabbath
School, and Miss Bella Inksetter was appointed organist of
the congregation. Both accepted their appointments.,

At the session meeting held October 1st 1897, the use of
the Presbyterian Book of Praise, in Public Worship, was
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and th v Le completely restore
is urther agreed on motion dulv made and seconded,
\ Tennie Hugill n wointed or 1 to commence
d Sabbath of 1 and it M Martha
v vitue : tant organist, Both accepted
{ I of Jar 10, 1 be fol
i lit t n wouid Lerehy record the fact
v Flamhe Preshvterian chureh mg been d 1ged
i hit, December Ist, 1861, no rvice
I tl hurch on Sabbath, 22nd December, but it
ranged  durir the we cusuing to meet for publie
i Lond [§F i the Mcethodist cherch, Salem,
Vest Flamboro Methodist chorch altornately
“s e ol bt lddin hould be repaired
| & i dil nee l“?‘ ‘\J" goers set to
et 1 arrangements for repair-
ild \ | iption list w circulated
nei | ] d ther wit! the
{ i1 1 t v 1 1 | reh with the
" i seat and to paint and renovate it On
the « (=t cd by the Rev. Dr. Fleteh-
Hamilto rreacliin rome and evening to laree cons-
1 ] ciated vory much his excellent sermons.
t thirt th of Mare 1 fellowing minute is re-
I f 1 of  the West Flamboro Preshyterian
( ( 1osincere gratitude to the pastor
West Flamboro and Salem Methodist
for i f their respective churches for
i ng the repairs of their own chureh, and
ks ' K the f their Kindness and sympathy
ted  towar dvri the three months we were
ed 1o meet an thetr churches, and we carnestly pray
¢ Divive blessing may rest upon them and their pas-

of this minute to ke sent to Rev. Mr. Smith,




T.S. HENDERSC
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At this meeting on September 9th, 1904, the Scession
appointed a committee to prepare a minute in reference to
the death of Mr. Thomas Thompson, a member of Session,
who was ordained and inducted to the office of Ruling Elder
June 1st, 1877, and was called to his reward July 23, 1904,
aged eighty-five vears and five months,

Whereas it has pleased the Great Head of the Church to
remove by death Mr. Thomas Thompson, a worthy member
of Session for mere than twenty-seven years, the Session
desire to place on record the high esteem in which he was
held, and to bear testimony to his diligence and faithfulness
as a member  of Session to his  consistent and exemplary
Christian life, most regular in attendance on Divine worship,
an aflectionate hvshand and father, and a true friend. In his
call from our midst we are again rominded of our Master’s
words, “Be ve also ready for in sveh an hour as ve think
not the Master cometh.” We would express our deep sym-
pathy with the sorrowing wife and family in their great
bereavement,

At the meeting of Session on December 2nd, 1904,  the
Moderator reported that Miss Jeenie Hugill had handed in
her resignation as orzanist, on account of recent illness. She
felt unable for all the duties required, The Session accepted
her resignation, expressing symypathy with Miss Hugill, and
hopes she may soon Le restored to health again,

After full corsideration it was unanimously agreed to
ofitr Mrs. Spera the pesition  of organist, the matter of
salary to Le referred to the Managers at their next mecting
Mrs. S;era accopted this offer, and Sarah Fisher to remain
as assistant organist,

At the
the congregation for an election of four Elders, and that the
election Le by ballot according to the third method in  the
book of forms. And that Salbath, January 1, 1905, l¢ the
time fixed for the retoru of the ballots, On the 10th day of

same  mectiny of Session it was decided to ask
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January the ballots were examined when it was found that
Messrs. T. S. Hendcrson, James Harper, David Betzner and
1. B. Barclay had been clected to the office of the eldership,
all of whom aceepted the office and were ordained and induct-
ed on Sabbath, January 29th, 1905,

It was further agreed at the above mecting to have the
Session over the united charge of West Flamboro and Lynden
divided. The elders in cach congregation to constitute the
Session in that congregation to which they belonged, and
that the Preshytery be asked to sanction this decision, which
was granted by Preshytery and reported to the Session at
its meeting on May 5th, 1905, at which meeting it was also
agreed to use communion cards irstead of tokens &s there
was not sufficient of the latter for the increased membership
of the congregation,

Mr. T. S. Henderson was instructed to send for the re
quired numter of cards, and the districts of the congregation
were arranged acecording to the number of elders

At the meeting of Sossion February 8th, 1906, a commit-
tee cousisting of the Moderator, with James Harper and 1.
B. Barclay, were appointed to draw up a suitable minute
anent the death of Mr. John Lawson, which was agreed to
as follows

Mr. John Lawson, sen., a member of Session, who was
inducted to  the office of the cldership June 1, 1877, and
called to his reward February drd, 1905, aged seventv-one.
Whereas it has pleased the Greet Head of the Church to
remove by death Mr, John Lawson, a worthy member of |
Session for nearly twentyv-nire years, the Session desire to
ace on record the high estecm in which he was held to
testimony to his diligence and faithiulness as a member

of Session, to his consistent and . exemplary Christian  life,
most regular in attendance on Divine service, an afiectionate
husband and fathor, and a true friend. In his call from our
midst to his final reward we would hear our Master's call
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10 increased diligence and faithfulness we would express our
deep sympathy with the § mily in their sad bercwvement, and
commend them to the God of all Grice who is able to build
them up and give them an inheritance among them who are
sanctified.

Mr. 1. B. Barclay vas avpointed Clerk of Session in
place af the late Mr. Lawson on February Sth, 1906, and o)
January 11th, 1907, Mr. 1. S. Henderson was appointed to
the position of Clerk of Sess‘on instead of Mr. Barclay, who
had resigred as he was moving to Ancaster

The Session arreed to the following mivute in reference
to the death «of Mr. David Betrner, a momber of Session,
who wos inducted to the ofce of rolirg older on January
29th, 1905, and was called to Fis rewerd on the 31st  of
May, 1906, aged scventy years. Whercas it has vloased the
Great Head of the Chireh to remo ¢ by death Mr. Davil
Betzrer, a faithful mem! er of Session o one vear and four
months, and had scrved as an elder, in the Session of Chal
mer's church, Elora, for many years. The Session hereby
place on record the high esteem in which he was held, and
to testify to his dilicence and faithfulness as a membter of
Session to his consistent gnd  exemplary Christian life; most
regular in attendance on the services of the church, an allec-
tionate husband and father, a true frie d. In his sudlen call
we are thereby reminded that we too may soon have to ren-
der an account of orr stowardship on High,  We would
express our deep symuethy vith the family o their  sad
bereavement, and commend them to the God of all Grace in
this hour of great sorrow.

REV. S. W. FISHER, B A

The Rev. S. W. Fisher, B.A., was Forn in St. Marvs,
Guisborough county, Nova Scotia.  While quite vounz his
parents moved to tle county of York, Ountario, living on
Dundas street, near Toronto. where Lis (it er di 1 some five
years after. His mother, with the fam‘ly moved soon after
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to the county of Huron, settling on a farm near Clinton. His
early training was ol tained at the public school, Clinton high
school and Normal school, Toronto. Obtaining a first-class
certificate le ongaged in teaching for some four yvears.
Blessed with Godly parents he was early taught to momor-
i7¢ the Sevintures and the shorter Catechism, which made a
deep and lasting impression on his heart and conscience, 1o-
gether with the memory of a father's dying bencdiction and
praver, “I commend bim to God and the Word of His Grace,
which is able to build him up, and to give him an inheri-
tance among all them who are sanctified.’”” It was  while
teaching that he was led in a very special way to decide
to consecrate himsell to the Christian ministry. Under the
drirection and influence of the late Rev. A. D. McDonald, D
D., then of Clinton, he began a course of study with  that
end 1 view, reeeiving  private tuition from Mr. Turnbull,
principal of the Clinton High School. Going to Toronto he
pursucd the course prescribed by the Church at the Univers-
ity and Knox College, graduating from the latter institution
in 1874, iecluding  a  session at Princeton Seminary, New
Jersey, During the summer months he engaged in  mission
work under  the Home Mission Conmittee of the  Church,
laboring i the Presbyteries of Huron, Guelph and Toronto,
spending the last summer in College Street Church, Toronto,
from which he was called to 'Knox church, Waterdown, and
Burlington, and was ordained and inducted in the church at
Waterdown on the 27th day of October, 1874,

He remained pastor of the united charge till July, 1877,
when he resigret Waterdown, to allow Knox churceh and St.
Andrew’s to unite and form one congregation. He remained
pastor of Burlington t11 November, 1879. While pastor of
Waterdown and Burlington a new church was built in Bur-
lington e sting scme $7000, and was p:id for soon after it
was opened In November, 1879, he was called to  Knox
chureh, Flora, ard indueted there, December 3rd. In  the
Spring of 1883 L wes laid aside with a severe illness of
several months, ard so compelled to seek an easier ticld of
work, In November, 1883, he resigned Knox Church, liora,
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and the same day received a call to West Flamboro, where
he was inducted on the 6ih day of December.  Here he
preacked once cach Sabiath for the first vear, holding dis-
trict prayver mectings on the Sabbath afternoon o evening,

In January, 1885, he commenced services in Lynden and

tockton  on alternate Sabbaths, continuing the same till

May 1888, when the Roc Kton service was closed and a con-

gregation organizod n Lynden, where a new church  was

built in 1889, and opened in February 1890, with a small

debt which was soon paid off.  This bhook contains a full

account of the remaining years of Mr. Fisher's ministerial
work
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CHAPTER VIL.
Departments of Church Work.

The Session—Twenty-six elders were clected to the office
of the eldership during the pastorate of the Rev. Thomas
Christie, as follows:

First Election—Adam  Flliott, Jamvs Gray, Thomas
Watson, John Freer and Walter Robertson. These were or-
dained and inducted as ruling elders in the West Flamboro
congregation on December 18th, 1833

Second Election—Stephen Nisbet, William Dickson, John
Hall, William Henderson and James MacFarlane, These were
ordained and inducted on the first or second week of Janu-
ary, 1837, in the West Flamboro congregation, William Hen-
derson was appointed representative elder and James  Mac-
Farlane, Session Clerk,

Third Election—Walter Bain, ordained and inducted as
¢lder in the West Flamioro congregation on February 23rd,
1839,

Fourth Election—John Thompson and William Lawson,
who had been ordained as elders in Scotland, were inducted
as elders in the congregation in Hamilton, November 23rd,
1849,

Fifth Election—Adam Kerr, for Dundas quarter; William
McKinley, for  Flamboro quarter, and James Baxter for
Brock road district. These were ordained and inducted in
West Flamboro church, November 11th, 1811,

Sixth Election—Walter Chisholm, ordained and inducted
in Dundas church, April 21st, 1841,
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Seventh Election—Adam Martin, Beverly district; David
Christie, Flamboro district; William Fotheringham and John
Thompson, for- Dundas, and James Spence, for Ancaster,
were ocdained and inducted in West Flamboro church on De-
cember Kth, 1850,

Eighth Election=Patrick Thornton, William Gill, James
McMicking and John Jardine were ordained and inducted in
the Dundas church, June 17th, 1855,

Ninth Election—Charles Patterson, Thomas Thompson,
John  Bovle, John Lawson, Samuel Adams and David
Gibson were ordained ard inducted in the West Flamboro
church, June 1Ist, 1877, during the pastorate of the Rev.
George Chrystal.

Tenth Election—=Thomas Gibson, William Clark, Andrew
Black, Dundas Kinnaird and James George were ordained
and inducted October 3rd, 1886, in the West Flamboro church
during the pastorate of the Rev. S. W. Fisher.

Eleventh  Flection=T. S. Henderson, James Harper,
David Betzner and 1. B. Barclay. The latter two had been
ordained elsewhere. The ordination and induction took place
in the Flamboro church, January 29th, 1905,

Twelfth Election and First in Lynden—R, A. Thompson,
John M. Robb and John Baird were ordained and inducted
in Lynden church, December 17th, 1893, and Andrew Black
was transferred from West Flamboro to Lynden church.

Thirteenth  Election and Second in Lynden—Edward
Johnston, H. C. Morrison, and W. IH. Baird were ordeined
and inducted in the Lynden church, March 13th, 1903,

The present Session in West Flamboro are Thomas Gib-
son, Dundas Kinnaird, James George, T. S. Henderson,
James Harper and Samuel Adams. T. S. Henderson, Clerk
of Session. Rev. S. W. Fisher, Moderator of Session,
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The present Session in Lynden are Andrew Black, R. A.
Thompson, Edward Johnston, . . Morrison and William
H. Baird. Andrew Black, Clerk of Session,

There was one Session over the united charge of West
Flamboro and Lynden until May 5th, 1905, when the neces-
sary steps having been taken and the sanction of Presbytery
being granted, the Session was divided, the elders in  each
congregation to constitute the Session of sald congregation
as above indicated. The representative elder to be elected
alternately cach year [rom the respective Sessions.

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is observed in each
| congregation, three times each year, January, May and Sep-
4 tember. The congregations are divided mnto districts and the
. elders are expected to distribute the communion cards in
their several  districts previous to cach communion The
Session meets in connection with cach communion, and at

other times as the work of the congregation requires

1 The minutes of the General Assembly are regularly  dis-

) tributed among the members of Session, that cach one may
have an opportunity of acquainting themselves with the dif-
ferent departments  of work carried on by the Church at
home and abroad.

It will thus be seen that twenty-six elders were elected

during the pastorate of Rev. Thomas Christie, none during

i the pastorate of Rev, A. W. Benson; six during the pastorate

of the Rev, George Chrystal, and during the present pastor-

ate nine have been elected in West Flamboro church and six

in Lynden, Forty-seven in all have scrved in the office of

the eldership, during the seventy-five years of the church's
existence,

BOARD OF MANAGERS,

The Board of Managers consist of twelve members, four
of whom retire annually, but are eligible for re-election., The
present  members  for 1908 are as follows: James George,
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John Ireland, Thomas Thompson, Danicl Wray, Adam Patter-
som, John Lawson, Frank Hanes, Robert A. Inksetter, Dun-
das Kinnaird, James Donald, T. S. Hendorson

John Lawson, Chairman.
David Bell and Daniel Wray, Auditors. .
Robert A, Inksetter and Thomas Gibson, Receivers

Ushers—South aisle, James Harper and Wm. .J. Hendor-
son, North aisle, J. F. Thompson and Johiu Lawson

To take up collections—South aisle, Adam Patterson, Dan-
iel Wray and Norman Stewart; North aisle, R. A. Inksotter,
John Lawson and Thomas Thompson.

To Allocate Seats, R. A. Inksetter, John Lawson and T.
S, Henderson.

Trustees—Adam Thompson, T. S. Henderson, James
George.

Caretaker—George H. Rayner.

Formerly the revenue was raised by pew rent and open
collections, but at the beginning of the present pastorate a
cuange was made to the voluntary sistem, giving weealy,
and with open collections. According to annual report  for
1507 it has been the most prosperous for many years,

Wim. Henderson, Sr. served as Secretary and Treasuree
of the congregation for many years until October 11, 1887,
when he passed away to his reward, and was succceded by
his son William Henderson, who continued to fill the posi-
tion with diligence and faithfulness till his death on the 12th
day of October, 1902, when his brother, Mr. T. S. Henderson
was appointed to take his place as Secretary and Treasurer.
The Service of praise.

The Service of Praise was from the first in this Con-
gregation, conducted by a precentor, with a desk in front of
the pulpit. The following have occupied this position : Geo
Henderson,  Alexander Mackie, William Kynoth, Samuel
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Barton, James  Skea, James Davidson, Pavid McMillan,
William Wood Sr. This method was conducted until May
1892, when the question of using an  organ at the regular
diets of public worship was brought before the Session on
Jan. 29th, 1892, a petition signed by sixty communicants.
\iter il consideration it was decided to submit this mat-
ter toa vote of the congregation in the regular way, ac-
cording to the book of forms. The tallots having been re-

tarned at the time specified were counted by the Session on
Liareh Kth, when 1t was found that 150 communicants had
voled in favor of the use of an organ in public worship, and
17 communicants against, thus giving a vote of 2-3 rds of
e congrezation in favor of the organ. Whereupon the Scs-
ston unanimouvsly agreed to grant the prayer of the petition,
and further instrect the Moderator and Clerk of Session to
t form the chairman of the Beard of Managers of this deci-
sion, and ask him with the manazers to take the necessary
eps to place a suitable organ in the church,

At a meeting of  Session held May 11th, 1892, Miss
Sarak Bovle was appointed organist of the regular Church
service, and  Mrs.  Kellv was appointed organist of the
abbath School and William Wood Sr., was asked to con-
tinwe  as  leader  of  the  choir. Miss  Bovle ac-
cepted  the  position  of  crzanist  of  the congregation,
aad Mrs. Kelly accepted that of the Sabbath School, but
V. Wood asked to be released as leader of the choir, which
at his urgent request was egrecd to, and he was heartily
commended for his long and faithful condvet of the service
of praise. Mrs. Kelly and Miss Boyle continued to fill their
respective positions as organists, vntil February 7th, 1896,
vvhen both tendered their resignations, for satisfactory rea-
sons, which were accepted, and  the following minute was
adopted in refercnee thoreto:

“The Session in accepting the resignation of Mrs. Kelly
and Miss Bovle, as organist of Sabbath school and congre-
gation respectively, express our sincere thanks and apprecia-
tion” of their valuable serviees and regret the parting with
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Mrs. Kelly on her leaving for other parts and would follow
her with our ecarnest prayers for her future welfare. We
would also place on record our sincere appreciation of Miss
Bovle's serviees as organist of the congregation, which were
given so \\Illlll‘.’,l_\.;lml gratuitously, vot accepting any remun-
eration.”

At a meeting of Session held February 7th, 1896, Miss
Ruth Clark was appointed organist of the Sabbath school,
and Miss Isabell Inksctter was appointed organist of the
congregation, Both accepted the appointments of Session.

Miss Isabell Inksetter continued as organist until Janu-
ary 1th, 1901, whea she resigned her position, which was
accepted, and the Session expressed sympathy with her  in
her present impaired state of health, and sincerely hoped that
the contemplated trip may prove highly beneficial, and that
she may be completely restored.

At the same meeting Miss Jean Hugill was appointed
orgauist to commence with the second Sabbath in January,
which was accepted, and Miss Martha Clark was appointed
her assistant.

Miss Jean  Hugill  continued until December 2nd, 1904,
when she tendered her resignation, as on account of recent
illness she felt unable  to attend to all the duties required.
The Session aceepted the resignation and expressed sympathy
with Miss Hugill in her illness, hoping she may be soon re-
stored to health again,

At the same meeting it was unanimously agreed to ap-
point Mrs. Spera as organist, with Miss Sarah D. M. Fisher
as assistant instead of Miss Martha Clark, resigned, Miss
Fisher to be organist of the Sabbath school also. Both
accepted their respective appointments,

At a mecting of Session held November 25th, P08, the
Clerk reported that Mrs. Spera bad handed in her resigna-
tion as organist  of the congregation, because of intended
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absence from home, which the Session accepted with expres-
sions of appreciation of her faithfulness in the discharge of
all the duties required. On motion duly made and secondea
Miss Sarah D. M. Fisher was appointed organist in Mis
Spera’s place, with Miss Marion Gibson as assistant orgai -
1st.  Both accepted their appointments.

At a meeting of Session held October 1, 1897, after full
consideration, it was unanimously agreed: That the Preshy-
terian Book of Praise, approved by the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in Canada, be adopted and used in.
the regular diets of worship, and that the congregation bLe
requested to provide themselves with copics of the same os
soon as convenient, and the Moderator was asked to inform
the congregation of this decision. The singing of the Amea
was agreed to on January 28th, 1898,

THE SABBATH SCHOOLS OF THE CONGREGATION,

The West Flamboro Sabbath school dates as far back ¢s
the church. It has been faithiully conducted by the differert
jastors as supcerintendents, with an efficient staif of faithful
teachers. It has been a continual source of strength and sti-
hility to the congregation, in which the children and youns
reople have grown up and entered into the full membershi
of the church,

The pastor is the superintendent at present, and teachcr
of the Bible Class, with Miss Helen Gibson, Miss Edna Har-
per and Miss Sarah D. M. Fisher as teachers, and William
Gibson Secretary and Treasurer. The Sabbath school meets
from 10 to 11 a.m.

In February, 1889, Mrs. James Steele, then of Greens-
ville, commenced a Bible Class in her home there. The at-
teadance increased  and early in March the same year a
Sabbath school was organized in the Greensville schoolhouse,
Mr. Harvey who was then in  the employ of Mr,
James Steele, was the first superintendent, and was assisted
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by Mrs. Steele, Miss Maggie Clark, Miss Annie Morrison,
Miss Leckie, as regular teachers. Soon after its organiza-
tion the Town Hall at Bullock's Corners was rented and the

Sabbath school met there, where it has continued ever since,
under the care of the Session of the West Flamboro Preshy-
terian church, There are many others who assisted in  the
work of the school at different times in the early history of
the school, whose names have not been secured, When Mr.
Harvey left  Greensville  Mrs. Steele took charge of the
school as superintendent  until she moved to Dundas in
October, 1891, when Miss Morrison was appointed superin-
tendent in her place.

The average attendance during these carly vears was about
thirty. Alexander Davidson, son of Mr. Anthony Davidson,
was most diligent and faithful in having the Town Hall in
order for the school, cutting the wood on Saturdays and in
many other ways helping on the good work. Last year Mr,
Davidson passed away to his reward, after a long illness,
which was borne with a true Christian spirit. Miss Morri-
son occupied the position of saperintendent for many vears
till she moved away. Miss Morrison also acted as secretary
and treasurer, all of which positions she filled with great dilis
gence and faithfulness, never sparing herself in anything that
would be for the good of the school, respected and esteemed
by all associated with her in the work

Among those who have rendered efficient service in the
school at difierent times may be mentioned Mrs, S. W. Fisher,
Mr. 1. B. Barclay, Mr. James Harper, Miss Margaret Clark,
Miss Sarah Clark, Mrs. Stinson, with the present officers,
Mrs. Hilbert, superintendent; Miss Martha Clark, secretary
and treasurer, and Mrs. (Dr.) Lawson as teachers. 'This
Sabbath school has done good and valuable work all these
years, wot only being sclf-supporting, but also giving to
Missions, and to benevolent objects., It has been a great
blessing in the district,
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On the seventeenth day of April, 1887, a Sabbath school
was organized at Atkin's Corner. The building occupied be-
Imnged to Mr. George Atkins, Rockton, and was rented from

him for several years, and subsequently bought by William
Wcod, Sr., Samuel lluntn William FHenderson and T. S,

cmh-lsun for the sum of $300, ecach receiving a joint deed.
It was held by them for Sunday school or any religious pur-
pcse, and has been used by all the difierent organizations
for Christian work in that district and identified with the
West Flamboro church,

The first superintendent was William Wood, Sr., and with
Yim as teachers at the first, William Henderson, T, S. Hen-
derson, Alexander Nicol and Miss A. Stephenson and later
Miss Alice Robinson, Miss Sarah Wray and Miss Jean
Hugill with Miss Alison Henderson. Mr. Wm. Wood Sr. was
ot only superintendent, but also  acted as secretary and
treasurer. In this position he continued diligent and faith-
il rendering most valuable and efficient service until the
beginning of January, 1906, when he was laid aside by a
very serious illness and so unable to engage any longer in
the work he loved so well. The present superintendent is
Mr. T. S. Henderson and with him as teacher, Miss Alison
Henderson.

For the first eight years no financial report was published
but according to the liberal contributions of the school, it
1s estimated that  the average per annum would be $36,
which would give as a total, $288.00. The amount reported
since 1895, $578.90; the amount paid for building, $300.00,
Total, $1166.90.

T P 8. OB,

In June, 1890 a Y.P.S.C.E. was organized with William
Wood, Sr. as the first president, and following him T. S.
Henderson, and subsequently, according to the genius of the
society all the several active members of the society have
held office in turn, For the first few years no annual report
was published, but for the last twelve years the financial ac-
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counts have been cavefully recorded, and engrossed in the an-
nual church reports, from which it appears that the offering

collected and disbursed b amoctted to 1070 for  the

twelve years

This society has been productive of great good in foster=
ing and developing Christian life and in training the voung
people of the district to Le active in Christian work, and to
be interested inoall  departments of the church's work at
home and abroad. It has also done much to fit them for
taking part in religious meetings and in the regular study of
the Seriptures in preparing on the weekly topic for the usual
weekly meeting. It has also helped the social side of church
life, although comparatively of minor importance, yet plays
a most important part in church work

W. F. M. S,

The W.F.M.S. was organized on November 10, 1885, by
Mrs. James Steele, of Dundas. President, Mis. S, W. Fish-
er; Vice-President, Mrs. Weir, Secretary, Miss Jessie Weir;
Treasurer, Miss Sanderson

During the twenty-three vears of its existence it is esti-
mated that it has averaged some soventy dollars annuvally,
according to the vearly report, making a total of $1,610.00,
It has done much good in fostering a missionary spirit, As
stated in the anncal re,ort t ¢ members have teen  much
enconraged and profited by their monthly meetings and their
interest in'the missiorary work of the church decpened by
the reading of The Tidivgs and sueh other information as is
given at the different meetings. The Tidings are distributed
monthly to all the membors of the society, and much  en-
joved, The society meets the first Wednesday of each month.
President, Miss Weir; Seeretary, Mrs. Adam Patterson; Trea-
surer, Mrs. Robert Inks tier; Vice @resident, Mrs. S. W.
Fisher. At the last annval thankofiering service Mrs. S, W.
Fisher  was presented with an appreciative address and a
certificate of lifc membership
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MISSION BANDS
The West  Flamboro Mission Band was organized some

fifteen vears ago with Mis. Fisher as President; Miss Corri-

gan, as Viee-President Miss Lizzie Anderson, Secretary;

Mr. Henry Andorson, Treasurce

The meetings are leld on the fitst Sabbath of  the
month A membership fee of five cents per annum is charged,
A collection is taken up each month.  The present officers
are: Mrs. S. W, Fisher, President; Seeretary, Marion Gibson;
Treasurer, Fdna Harper I'ie meetings are found to be
interesting and helpful in developing a missionary spirit, and

encouraging the reading of missionary news

The Atkins' Corner Mission Band was organized on De-
cember 27th, 1900, by Mrs. J. .1, Steele, Dundas. The first
President was Mrs, William Wood, with Mrs. Thomas 8.
Henderson as Vice President and Miss Cecilia Hunter as the
first Secretary, and Miss Elsie Henderson as the first Trea-
surer. The enrolled memiership was about forty. During the
siX vears of its existence as an orgagiztion it raised in all
$115.31

W I M S
The W. HL M. Secety was oreani ed at Atkins' Corner
on April 1ith, 1
ton, with Mrs. William Wood as President and Mrs. S, W,

8, by Mis. Claiter Thompson, of Hamil-

Fisher as First Viee President, and Mrs. Adam Thompson as
Sceond Viee President end Mrs, Adam Iunter, Secretary,
and Mrs. Adam Patterson, Treasurer. The meetings are held
on the last  Toesday of cach month in the Atking' Corner

schoolroom, or in the homes of some of its members, and are
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well attended by all its members, and the interest in Home
Mission work is being deepened by The Pioneer and other

infurmation imparted at the meetings

For many vears the congregation was divided into dis-

ts for missionary  purposes and collectors went round
annually and gathered the money for missions, which was
divided at the end of the vear among the difierent schemes
of the church. Then a change was made and envelopes  were
uscd at first every four months, then quarterly, and at the
annual meeting of the congregation held in January, 1908,
it was agreed to adopt the monthly system and give  for

missions the last Sabbath of cach month,
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CHAPTER VI

Lynden. Pastorate of Rev. S, W, Fisher, B.A. Commence-
meat of Divine Service in Connection with the Presby-

terian Church, Lynden

The first service in connection with the Presbyterian
Church in Canada was held in Mr. Robert Thompson's hall,
September 7th, 1881, at 3.30 p.m. Some fifty persons werg
present.  The Rev. S. W, Fisher,B.A., of West Flamboro,
conducted the service, preaching on Matthew 110 28-31. On

account  of Mr. Fisher's illuass no more serviee was held
until Janvary 18, 1885 at 450 pan. when divine service wos
again held in the above hall,conducted by Mr. Fisher Then

again on February Ist, and thereafter every two weeks, On
the alternate Sab'ath service was  held in the Town Hall,

Rockton, at 7.30 p.m. This arrangemsut continued uatil
May 20th, 1888, when in respo se to a petition duly signed
and presented to e brosh Lo of benaltoa s under, the

Rockton appointment was gioen up aid serviee held ¢ ery
Sabbath in Lynden from teal tite onward, the closing sor-
vice Leing held in Rocs ton, May 15th, IS8R

CONGREGATION ORGANIZED,

On February 28 1888, a meeting called in the ustal way
was held in Mr. Thomzson's hall, Lynden. Some thirty persors
were present, when it was on motion duly made and second-
ed, resolved to petition the am'lton Presbytery to take the
necessary steps to have thom organized as a regular congre-
gation, with service cvery Nabbath. TLe petition was signed
that day by titteen members of the West Flamboro  Preshy-
terian  church and thirteen others, which was afterwards
increased to twenty-two m:mbers and twenty others This
petition was presented to the Preshytery at its regular
meeting, March 20th. Mr. Fisher and Mr. Rebert Thompson
were heard in connection therewith. After full consjderation
the Presbytery arreed to receive the petition and appointed
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Rev. Dr. Laing, of Dundas, with Hev. Samuel Carruther
Kirkwall, and Mr. Robert McQueen, elder, a committee 1o
visit Lynden, and make full enquiry o all the
circumstances of  the cose and  also to visit  th
congregation of  West Flamboro, and to ascertain
their mind on this matter. This committee met in the hall
Lynden, on the 25th day of April, 11 a.m. Some forty per
sons were present. All the particulars having been chicited
the deputation procveded in the afternonn to West Flamboro
vhere they met some forty persons and made full enquiry
into all the circumstances involved, The committee gave iu
their report to the Presbytery on May 15th, recommending
that thke prayer of the petition be granted T'o this the
Presbytery agreed and appointed Rev, Samuel Carruthers
Moderator of Preshytery, with Rev, S0 W, Fisher to organ
i7e the petitioners into a regular congreg
with the Preshyteriar Chureh in Cavada, to e united wit
the congregation of west Flamioro, to [ m «re pastoral
charge with one Session. This committee met in the hall
Lynden, May 30th, at 11 o'clock in the forenoon when  the
I'ev. Samuel Carruthers preached, the ev. S0 W, Fisher
leading in prayer. In connection therewith the petitioners
were organized as above indicated. The nrst meeting of the
congregation for the election of Maragers was held July ety
which completed the organization of the congregation by th
pastor

i connectio

In connection with the first commution service this min
ute is noted in the Session records

“In the hall at Lynden on the 20th day of June, 1885,
the.Session  met and was constituted with praver by the
Moderator, Rev. S. W. Fisher, present besides, Thomi s
Thompson, Jokn Boyle, Dundas hivnaird, James George.
Thomas Gibson and Andrew Black, The minutes of Sessi
were read and sustained. The Modorator recommended that
John Baird, John Clement, Mrs ishop,  Sr., and  Mrs
Walters be reccived into full communion on profession  of
their faith. The Session having made artangements for t'
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due observance of the Lord's Supper joined with the congre-
gation in Divine service conducted by the Rev. Samuel Car-
ruthers, of Kirkwall, at the close of which those received om
confession of faith were suitably addressed by the pastor and
tokens were given the comununicants, after which the Session
adjourned to meet in the same place on Sabbath, July 1st,
for the observance of the Lord's Supper.”

In the hall, Lynden, on Sabbath, July 1st, the Session
met according to adjournment, and was constituted  with
prayer by the Moderator, Rev. S. W. Fisher, present besides
Thomas Thompson, John Boyle, Dundas Kinnaird, .James
George, Thomas Gibson and Andrew Black. The Session
then united with the congregation in the solemn observance
of the Lord's Supper, forty-four being present. Of this num-
ber the following persons formed the first communion roll of
the  Lynden  congregation and were present at the above
communion service, the remainder being members of the West
Flamboro congregation

Robert Thompson, Sr, Thomas Patrick
Mrs. R. Thompson, Sr. Mrs. T. Patrick

R. A. Thompson
Barbara Thompson
Euphemia Christie
Mary Christic
Adam Nisbet

Mrs. A. Nisbet
Elizabeth Nisbet
Ntephen Nisbet
Mrs. S. Nis'et
Samucl Larmon
Mrs. S. Larmon

Mrs. Blasdell

Mrs. George Smith
Matthew Nishet
Louisa Shelby
Peter Manderson
Mrs. PP. Marderson
John Baird

John Clement

Mrs. Bishop, Sr
Mrs. Walters

Dr. J. L. Addison

A Sabbath school was organized Yulv 29th, 1888,

an attendance of filty, Mr

mteadent, ana among those who took part as teachers

John Baird, Miss B. Thompson, Mr. Kelly, Mrs. T. Hull,
Mrs. G. VanSickle, Miss Nimoc

, Miss Mary VanSickle, Miss

with
.. Baird was appointed super-
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Miss L. Nisht, Miss Nellie Hanes Of these
. et who hace been re ularly on the staft  of
teackers over sinee, vi Mes. T, Hell and Mrs. Geor.¢ Van
Sickle. Mr. A, L. Buaird remained supcrintendent until Aug-
ust 26th, the same vear, when he resigned, as he was  mov
ing away, asd his biother Mr. John Baird, was appointed
1o take his place, whi'h pcsition Fe beld until June 156th,
1902, whea he passed away to his eternal reward, thus re-
pianing faithicl  unto death, to such the crown of life is
given. Mr. K. B, Howard who acted as superiniendent dur

ing Mr. .. Baird's long illness, then took full charge, and
continued fuithiully boty as saporinteadent and teacher until
his removal to ‘Toronto, when the present superint:ndent,
scholars whose atteacance 1s recorded o the first days of the
Mr. R. A, Thompscn o as clected to steceed him, O the
school, only twa are at present conuceted with the  school,
Charles Boyvle, Li‘rarian, H. Krox, teacher, The present of-
ficers are as follows: Supcrintendent—R. A, Thompson, Se-
orctary—=John R. Harris; Assistant—I. M. Mortison; Libra-
rian—"harles Bovk. Teachers —R. A, ‘Thompson, . (.
Morrison, W. H. Baird, Miss Carrie Black, Mrs, Thomas
Hull, Miss Edith Weir, Miss Ella Larmon, Mrs. G. Van-
sickle, Mrs. 0 Archer, Assistant Teachors—Howard  Knox,
Alexander Shields, Miss "Lily Robbins, Miss Alice Robbins,
MTSs Sarah Larmon Scholars on roll, 71, Average at-
tendance, 500 A contribution for Missions is taken up caca
month

At the commencement of the Public worship in the hall
the  sorvice of  praise  was  conducted by Mr. Hoose for
several Sabbatls, when an crgan was purchascd and  used
in the service with Miss Bariara Thompson as organist, and
the following aie said to have assisted in the choir on the
first day the orran was used, Miss Mary Christie, Miss L.
Nishit, Miss S. Tolhust, R. A. Thompson, and A. M. Nisbit.
Others soon joined the choir, with many more who have at
different times essisted in the service ofpraise in the choir
Ciring the last twenty four years, and have freely rendered
vitiful and efficient service
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Among those who have filled the sttion of organist in

the regular church serviees are Mrs. (Di) Addisen, Mrs
W. (. Richards, Mrs. Mulholland, Miss Edith Harris, and
the present organist, Mrs. H. C. Motrison, and in addition
to these, the following have served as organist in the Sab
bath School, —Miss Maud Harris, Miss Ida Hull, Miss
Worthy Black, and Miss Jessie Rous the present organist,
The present  members  of the choir are=Messrs. R, A
Thompson, . ( Morrison, Andrew Black, Miss Carrie
Black, Miss Jessic Rous, Mrs, H. C. Morrison—organist

At a meeting of the congrogation held July 16th, 1888, a
Board of Managers was appointed, consisting of Stephen
Nisbet, Thomas Patrick, Samucl Larmon, John Baird, Dr
Addison, Petor Manderson, and R. A, Thompson who was
also appointed secrctary end treasurer by the managers at
their first meeting held at the close of congregational meet-
ing that same day. At the above mwcting the pastor pre-
sided, acd Mr. R. A, Thompson was appointed secretary
There was also a committee appointed to consider the pros-
pects of building a new church, consisting of John  Baird,
Dr. Addison and R. A. Thompson, these 1o constitute th
building committee, which was afterwards increased by the
addition of Robert Thompson, Solomon Wood, and R, L
Patterson. At the above mecting Mr. A, L. Boird was ap-
pointed  superintendent of the Sablath School to be organiz-
ed on the 29th inst, with Mr. Peter Manderson as assistant

Another meeting of the congregation was held on Jan.
14th, 1889, when the following motion was made by M.
Stephen Nisbet, and  seconded by Mr. Robert Thompson.
That having, heard the report of the building committee in
reference (o the sul scription list for a new church, and find-
ing it has been so successful thus far, we should proceed at
once to secure a site, and further to make an estimate as to
what a church with a scating cayacity of 200 would cost
The building committee was authorized to take the necessary
steps to carry out the above resolutions, and are hereby
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empowered to carcfully consider Mr. R, A Thompson's of-
fer of a site for $200.00, and if they decmed it suitable to
purchase the same. The committee was also instrueted to se-
cure building material and bave it delivered as soon as con-
venlent. At this meeting the pastor was requested to secure
the sanction of the Preshytery in regard to the site. Ac-
cording to instruction the committee at once set to work
to get the material, and  before April, a large proportion
had bheen secured and laid on the ground free of charge for
teaming. As the fall of snow that winter was plentiful, it
afforded good opportunity for getting a great deal of  work
done

At a meeting of the congregation held in March 1889, the
committee were authorized to advertise for tenders, and to
submit the same to the congregation as soon as convenient
The next  meeting of the congregation was held on April
25th, when as  already  stated Vessrs. Ro'ert Thompson,
Solomon Wood and . L. Patterson, were added to the
Building Committee. The first tenders for the work of the
church were then sabmitted, and the conclusion that the
meeting arrived at was embodied in the following resolu-
tion, moved by Mr. Thomas Patrick, seconded by Mr, John
Cas that the Building Committee be empowered to take
the necessary steps to complete the contract or contracts
with the lowest tender for the crection of a church not to
exceed about $3000.00. After full consideration, the contract
for stone and brick work, plastering, ete., was let to Messrs,
Hanes and  Hull, and the carpenter work, painting, glazing,
ete,, was given to Mro oM, Miseicr of Jersevville

At a meeting held July 12th, 1889, Messrs Solomon Wood,
John Baird,  and ol Case  were  appointed  the first
Trustees of Chureh property,

The corner stone of the new church was laid August
ith, 1889, by the Hon, Thomas Bain, M.P., the congrega-
tion having presented to him a silver trowell with which to
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lay it The building operations were carried on with all
speed by the contractors, and the church completed about the
middle of February 1890

On the 23rd day of February 1890 the new church was
opened and solemly dedicated to the worship of God by the
Rev. William Cochrane, D.D., then of Brantford, who
preached in the morning from Psalm 24:7-10 and in  the
evening on Malachi 3:16-08. The pastor preached in  the
afternoon on Ps. 27:1 and 5. At all the services the church
was crowded and the collections most liberal, On the Mon-
day evening a tea meeting was held, when the church was
again crowded. A good programme was rendered and excellent
addresses given suitable to the occasion. The estimated cost
of the new church was about $4000.00, and it was all paid
for within a year of the opening.

Precommunion service was held in the new church on
April 11th, 1890, conducted by the Rev. .JTohn McClung of
Ancaster, and on Sabbath April 13th the communion was
dispensed to forty-three Communicants. The elders present,
Thomas Thompson, John Boyle, Thomas Gibson, William
Clark and Andrew Black,

From this date the Lord's Supper has been regularly
observed three times each vear, following that in Flamboro.

Some six months after the new church was opened, the
congregation suffered a great loss in the death of Mr. Robert
Thompson, a member of the congregation and of the Build,
ng Committee. He died Oct. 13th, 1890.

Mr. Robert Thompson was received into full communion
with the West Flamboro Congregation, when quite young.
His name appears among the oldest members of that con-
gregation. From the first he took a deep interest in the
prosperity of the church, doing his full share of work, and
giving liberally of his means to maintain Gospel ordinances.
Though proposed more than once for the oifice of the elder-
ship, he always declined, preferring to help on the work in
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his own quiet way. He was the first to arrange for Pres-
byterian services in Lyrden and through his efforts  the
congregation was organized freel iving the use of his hall
for that purpose. He was the fis move in the building of
the new church, giving freely and uberally of his money and
his time to help on the work. Most cousiderate of the opinion
md suggestions of others, always willing to fall in with
whatever would be for the best interest of the congrezation,
ever studying the things that made for pe ce. No  person
was more delighted when the new church was completed and
wened for public worship. It scemed to be the desire of his
eart to see it opened, the balance of the debt all provided
for and he got his wish, living to enjoy the serviees for sonu
iwonths after. An affectionate husband, a loving father and a
frue friend. His end was peace. Truly the righteous shall
e in everlasting remembrance.

=

The first clection of elders took place in the Lynden
thurch on Septemier 12th, 1893, and resulted, after the
tsual steps had been taken in favor of Mr. R. A. Thompsos,
Mr. J. M. Robb and John Baird who were ordained and in
ducted to the office of ruling elders on  the 17th day of Dec.
1893, according to the prescribed form.

The following obituary minute was adopted by the Ses
«ion and engrossed in the Session Hecords,

The Session desire to put on record the great loss they
have sustained in the death of Mr. John Baird, a member of
Session, who was ordained and inducted to the office of rul-
ing elder on December seventeenth, one thousand cight hun-
dred and ninety-three, and was removed by death June ni-
teenth, one thousand nine hundred and two. Mr. Baird was
received into full communion with the church on confession of
faith, June twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred and
cighty-eight, and on August twenty sixth the same vear, he
was appointed to succeed his brother Mr. A. Baird as super-
11itendent of the Sabbath School which position he continued
to fill with great deligence and faithfulness, for many years,
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until leid eside with severe and protrocted illness, which he
bore with Christian patience and fortitude. Though prevent
ed from takiog ©orther astive part in the Sab!ath School of

praver ectl n both of which he had rendered efficient an
valuable service, vet be never lost his interest in either, or
the work of the ¢onrrezation, until the end came, often en
quiring abort the bhath School and speaking of the happ
and provtat le time be haa spent in the serviee of the church
Though s Ferine intensely ot times, he never complained that
his lot was herd \n o flectionate hustand, a wise councillor
and a tree friecd, tnthe removal of their esteemed and loy
e aroth t1he awe of forty-se.en, the members of Ses
siop would ferl more than ever the admonition,—'Prepare to

meet thy God O el.

At a meeting of Session held in the house of Mr. Thoma
Thompson S, Oriney on the fourteenth day of November
ot thousard nire burdred  and two, present beside the
Moderator Pev. 8 W, Fisher, Thomas Thompson, Joh

Lawson, 3! Ceorge, Dundas Kinnaird, Andrew Blac!
and . AL Thomoson. The Moderator stated that the object
of the meeting was to discuss the matter of the election ol
elders in the Lynden congregation. After full consideration
1t was decided to have an cleetion of three elders. It was
forther agreed that  the Moderator and Andrew  Black,
and R, A, Thomgson be authorized to take the necessary
steps to carry ont this decision according to the book  of
forms as soon as convenient

At a meeting of Session held in the vestry of the church,
Lynden,on Fobruary 1st, 1903, the Moderator reported that
all the usual procedure had been conformed to, in referrene:
to the election of elders, and submitted the ballots for ex
amination, which baving Teen counted, it was found that
Fdward Jobnston, H. ¢, Morrison and Wm. M. Baird were
clected and they declared according Thereafter the Ses-
ston  at  a  regular meeting  held in the church, Lyn-
den, on February 22nd, 1003, met with the elders clect
and they having signified their acceptance of the call to the
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eldership, the Session procecded to examine them according
to book of forms, and being satisfied with their fitness for
the office appointed Friday evening, March 13th, as the date
of their ordination and indvction. On which date the Session
met with the congregation in the church at Lynden, and in
the usual way the aforesaid persons were ordained and  in-
ducted into the ofiice of ruling elders and took their place
as members of Session.

The Communion is observed three times each year, Jan.,
May, and Sept. The, present Session, consists of the follow-
ing: Rev. 8. W. Fisher, B.A., Moderator; Mr. Andrew Black
Cletk; Messrs. R. A, Thompson, H. C. Morrison, Ed. John-
ston and William Baird.

The Session meets  coerv feur months regularly  and at
other times if required. The congregation is divided into
elders’ distriets, according to the number of elders. Com-
munion cards are used and the clders distributed them pre-
vious to cach communion in their respective districts,

BOARD OF MANAGERS.

The Board of Managers consists of nine members, three
of whom retire each year, but are eligible for re-clection.

Seeretary and Treasurer, R. A, Thompson, who has been
in this office since the first election of officers in the Hall.

The present  Board consists of the following: R. A,
Thompson, Stephen  Nishet, Ben. G. Rous, George Blain,
John Case, W. H. Baird, H. (. Morrison, Charles .J. Boyle,
Fdward .Johnston. The revenue is raised by voluntary sub-
scriptions, weekly envelopes and open collections,

Missionary contributions arc taken up monthly by open
collections and envelopes.,

The W.F.M.S. was organized in 1905 by Mrs. J. Steele.
The first President—Mys. H. . Morrison; the first Secretary
~Miss E. Harris; the first Treasurer—Mrs, J. Archer. Pre-
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sent officers, President—Mrs. R. A, Thompson, present Se
erclary—Miss  Sarah  Larmon, prese it Treasurer—Mrs, J,

Archer. Number of Members—11; average attendance, X

The meetings are held the first Thursday of each month
in the bhasement of the church

The society has been the means of stimulating a mis-

sionary spifit, and of deepening the interest of the members
in the missionary work of the church. An Annual Thank
offering meeting is held and is much enjoyed




ARY SOCIETY

LYNDEN WOMAN'S FOREIGN MISSION




PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 49

CHAPTER IX
The Jubilee Services

The services in connection with the observance of the

75th Anniversary of the organizatior th sregation be
gan wit 1l ohser of tl I 1 AR ler
2511 I'hi was aeeording 1o the arranzenu of the S

sion. Pre-communion service was conducted in Lynden  on
October 22nd by 1 S, H. Gray of Dundas and in - West
Flamboro on October  23rd by Rev. D. R. Drummond, of
Hamilton. Botl were well attended and much en-

Joyved

Six members were received into full e wnion with the

church in ‘Lynden and cight in West Flamboro

On Sabbath the tendance of the members was large
and the services solcmn and pressive

75th ANNIVERSA ' CHRISTIE CHURCH

Special services we I at West Flamboro Preshyter
fan church on Sahb: mber 1, in commemoration of the
i5th anniversary « ounding of the cf
twenty-fifth annive of Rev., S. W. Fisher's
there. Rev. Prof. Ballantyne, D.D., of Kuox college

was the preacher of the day and delivired two powerful  and
scholarly sermons, which were listened to with rapt atten-
tion by the very large congregations present.

In the morning his  subject was taken from the 11th

1 g the line of

chapter of St. Luke and he spoke cloguently alor
self denial and self sacrifice,

In the evening he took his text from St. Luke, the 19ih
chapter, and spoke of the dificultics to be overcome in the
Christian life, Special music was rendered at hoth services
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by the choir and Mrs. Pickard, soloist, of Toronto. In the
evening a male quartette from Knox church, Dundas, consist-
mg of Messrs. Kenny, Laing, Hunter and Telford gave some
fine selections also

The people of the country side from far and near, and of
all denominations were present at these services, The Meth
odist churches of Copetown and West Flamboro Kindly gave
up their services in the evening in order to he present

ANNIVERSARY TEA MEETING AND
ENTERTAINMENT

The anniversary tea mecting was held on Monday evening
and was a most decided suceess. The weather was perfect,
and early in the evening the crowds began to gather.  Tea
was served in the basement, which was beautifully fitted up.
The ladies had provided a fowl supper, and the whole feast
surpasscd even the high reputation that the ladies, for many
vears, have enjoyed. Those who presided at the tables and
the voung ladies and gestlemen who waited on them  did
their work in the best possible manner. Before all could be
served the chureh was filled and many  were uncomfortably
crowded together but all were glad to see so many present
and were most good-natured

Mrs. Weir, of Hamilton, for many vears a member of the
congregalion, contributed a beautiful solo in opening.  The
Rev. S, W. Fisher, B.A., for twenty-five vears pastor, was
chairman and conducted the whole program in a happy  and
thorough manner, fittingly introducing the speakers with a
short reference to their relationship to the occasion.

After the opening  doxology  sung by the andience and
prayer by the Pev. ). B Hamilton, M.A., Dundas, Mrs.
Picard sang a solo. In this lady's numbers she showed a
well-trained voice, of great range and sweetness, with grace
of manner and pleasing expression, and she kindly responded
to encores on her every appearance . The pastor in his
introductory remarks referred to the souvenir volume soon
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to be published and gave a summary of its contents,  which
led all to have a desire to secure a volume when the opport-
unity will be given, Miss Della Flatt then followed in a
pleasing recitation which was well rendered, as were all her

readings and she was vigorously cncored,

The Rev. Beverly Ketchen, MUAL, of “MeNab street chureh,
Hamilton, gave an interesting addeoss bearing the congrat-
ulations of the Presbytery of Hamilton on the auspicious oc-
casion. He referred to  the founders of the chureh, and bore
testimory to the faithfulness and many excellent ciaracterist-
ies of the pastor, as one of the Preshytery's most  faithful
and most beloved mem!ers,

The Hon, Thomas Bain was the next steaker. His father
had been an elder of the congregation many vears ago and
lie himself was a member, having united when the Rev. My
Christie was the minister. He spole feelingly of the old
days, the old pews and the services then continuing for four
hours every Sabbath, He bore his tribute of rerard for the
grand old people who were strong in the noblest of  the
virtues, and who were an espiration to the present genera-
tion,

A piano solo was then rendered by Miss Peene, AT COM,,
of Hamilton, who showed excellent tecknic and  fine ex-
Illl'h.\lﬂll.

The Rev. S, W, Holden, Methodist minister of Copetown,
then spoke of the better rolationshin which subsisted amoag
the different  denominations in thes later vears and extended
the congratulations  of his peojle to their friends of  ihe
'resbhyterian chiurch on their Diamond Jubilee, wishing them
cvery seecess in the days to come.

The Rev. Mr. Marshall, of St. George, as representing a
congregation whose existence was accounted for hy the earn-
est missionary labors of the Rev. Mr. Christie, spoke elo-
quently of those Pilsrim Fathers in carly days whose carnest
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work remains as a heritage for succeeding generations In
felicitors terms  he extended  the congratulacoas of - lus
own congrogation to the pareat caurch on their seventy-fifth
anniversary

Mr. R. A, Thompson, ex-M.L.A., of Lynden, and grand
son of the Rev. Mr. Christie, spoke most touchingly of his
rclationship to the congregation, recalling much that  was
exceedingly interesting  as the best traditions of the con-
gregation were recited. He also spoke briefly of the Lynden
congregation as having teen organized in Mr. Fisher's past-
orate, and of the csteem all entertained for him as  their
pastor.

Rev. . Ashdown, of Kirkwall, re-resented (he congre-
gation of Beverly, whose origin was also associated with
Mr. Christie's early missionary enterprise, as he conducted
services there which led to the organization of the congre-
gation abort seventy-five years ago. He conveyed the con-
gratulations of his people and urged greater missionary zeal
among the favored congoogatio s of teday who might  do
more good than was being done for mussions,

The last speaker was the Rev. W, Robertson, of Dundas,
wino was introduecd as the minister who had addressed  the
congreation at the ind:ction «f the pastor twenty-five years
ago. He congratulated the minister and the people on  the
long  pastorate  which was most vnusual in this time of
change. The pastorate had been a very happy and successful
one. Though they had passcd through the experiences that
had caused friction and «ften almost broke up congregations
vet the fire spivit and Christian discretion of both pastor
and people had preserved them from discord and strife.  They
had all sought the peace and prosperity of Zion and had
enjoyed long vears of happy fellowship together.

Mention should also be made of the excellent work that
had been done by Mrs. Fisher, as the faithful wife of the pas-
tor. Her labors have been constant and indefatigable and no
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small amount of the suceess of the congregation is due to
her untiving efiorts with her hushand,  Their estimable fam-
ily has also been a comfort to their parents and they have
been very much esteemed for their good helpfuluess i many
ways in the work of the congregation, Many who were
never connected with the West Flamboro Preshyterian church
attended the very interesting services, coming long distances
and renewing the friendships of other davs. Mr. W. Pickard

was accompanist of the evening and played with great skill
and cultur

The meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to all
who assisted in making the entertainment so pronounced a
suceess.  This was ably moved by Mr, 1. S, Henderson, one
of the mest useful members, and seconded by Mr. Daniel
Wray in a short speech.

Mr. Fisher then in a few words thanked the people  for
their great Finduess to himseli, Mrs. Fisher and their family
during all these vears ond the berediction was pronounced

by the Rev. J. B. Hamilton and thus memorable services
were successfully brou: it to a close,

TO THE PEV. & W. FISHFR,
To the Preshyterian Chareh of West Flamboro, Greeting:

“Grace be to you and prace trom God our Father ond the
Lord  tesus  Christ.” I tlank myv God upon every  re-
membrance of vou, Alwavs in every praver of mine makiong
request with jov. For vorr fellowship in the Gospel from
the first day until now,

And this I pray that vour love may
abound yet moicard were in keowledge and in all judg-
ment. That ve may approve things which are excellent; that
ye may ke sincere and without ofience till the day of Christ,
being  filled  with the fruits of righteousness which are by
Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God.”

T sincerely congratulate you upon this seventy-fifth anni-
versary of your church. Tt makes a memorable epoch in your
history. T am profoundly thankful to be permitted to bear a
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loving tribute to vour memory, and to extend my personal
and ecclesiastical greetings to the grand old historic church
of West Flamboro. 1 feel a special intercst in your prosper-
ity. It was the church of my first choice and my first  love,

It has bheen cherished in an afiectionate remembrance.  Its
name and memory will alwavs be dear to me. A third of a
century has passed since my labors among vou A whole

generation of the worthy men and women who then consti-
tuted its membership, some of whom wore founders of  the
church, have entered into rest. The names of those grand
elders, Hendorson, Grav and Martin, whose witness is in
Heaven, whose record is on high, have long sinee passed from
the carthly roll call=but forgotten, never! They were men
of culture and strength, with modesty and swoeetness of man
ner, under which there was a hiding of divine power As 1
write this T look down over the congregatian as it was at
that time, and see the dear faces of loved ones in the pews
they oceupied, so rarvely vacant' I so¢ Uleir heads bent  for-
ward, ecager to cateh the words of the Divine truth as they
came from the hips of their voung scrvant. And how grandly
and lovally they sustamed him in his pastorate!  And when
sickness came, and the shadows fell, and the uncertainties of
life hung in the balarce, they were never wanting in love
and lovalty. The impress of their benign influence and work
may be seen in all around vou, Your anniversary is a
recognition of the work done by the fathors and mothers who
have preceded you. Seventy-five vears of faith, praver and
labor on the part of the men and women who have worship-
ped here, have made this church what it is today! This fact
is made prominent in all the exercises of this occasion, Fv-
ery reference to the virtves  and deeds of the past is  your
tribute to those “‘into whose labors vou have entered.” The
heir should fondly cherish the memory of the testator The
heritage of righteousness is the best that can be conveved
True saintship leaves sacr

ed influence to successors,

As a congregation and people you have much reason for
encouragement. The past seventy-five years have Leen char-
acterized by a marked unanimity of sentiment and action. In
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power of God. Men are only workmen, butlders, erecting the
temple of God, and at nightfall they cease from labor  and
o to their rest, and with the morning other hands take up
the task and the work is carried forward to completion. But
the Church of .Jesus Christ cannot grow old. Like Christ
her living Head, she is endowed with cternal youth Like
Him who said, I am the trath,” she lives forever!  King
doms and empires pass away, but the mission of the Church
is everlasting She will stand forever, for it is written
“The gates of hell shall not prevail against her.”

The Church of Christ is the earthly expression of
Christ’s own life; and that life cannot die. The story of the
cross can never grow old Old age never comes to the
Church of Christ. The years of her existence may multiply
until we count her life by centuries, and vet she will e
clothed in all the freshness and beauty of immortal youth
No winter to make her Life barren No frosts to kill her
fruitfulness. No infirmities to cripple her powers. As long
as Christ can say, “I am the life,”” and “because T live, vi
shall live also,” so long the Church shall be the life of thw
world

But I must not linger—my letter is already too long. |
give to your beloved pastor and his people the heartiest
congratulations my heart can oficr, *“The lines have fallen to
yvou in pleasant places and  vou have a goodly  heri
tage.” I congratulate this congregation that they have so
worthy a pastor, and are permitted to celebrate the seventy
fifth anniversary of this church under such delightful circum
stances, and in so appropriate a way. The living Christ has
performed here many miracles of grace. This sanctuary has
been the gate of heaven to a large company of the sacramen
tal host of God’s elect. Precious links bind us to the real-
ities of the life and service in the upper sanctuary. Time
speeds on; our usefulness here and preparation for heaven is
shortening. When we pass on, be it ours to leave to those
who shall come after us, an inspiration and encouragement
that will enter into their lives and flow down with the cur
rent of vears to bless the world!










