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THE EYE AND EAR IN PARABOLIC TEACHING.
A SERION

BY REV. JOIIN 1I. MacVICAR, B. A, LATE OF HIONAN.
Blessed arc your eyes for they see, ind your ears for they hear. 2AlatT. .X: 16.

CRISIS had come in our Lord’s Father and to the sons of men. “All
ministry. For months he had  things havebeen delivered unto me of

heen speaking es never man spake. my Father:neitherdothany know the
With the boldest authority, with the Father, savethe Son and he to whom-
most unmistakable pilainness of sovever the Son willeth to reveal him.
speech, he had been declaring his Come unto Me, all ye that labor and
wnigne position in relation to the are heavy laden, and T will give yon
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rest.” Straight, gracious, divinely
assertive, had been his utterahces.
Butsuddenly he changed bis method.
He ceased making direct statements.
He put the truth in peculiar round-
about fashion. He spoke many
things to them in the form of a con-
nected narrative wherein he would
institute some spiritual comparison.
“ He opened his mouth and uttered
parables :** and, for the time being,
“ without a parable spake he not
unto them.” TIndeed, so marked was
his change of method, that the dis-
ciples became perplexed and asked,
“Why speakest thou unto them in
parables ? " The words of the text,
which form part of his answer, must
not be understood as unfolding an
isolated thought. They apply ex-
pressly to the parables. Blessed are
youreyes : for they see what is to be
seen in the parables. Biessed are
your ears : for they hear what is to
‘be heard in the parables. No good
can be gained by seeking a more pro-
found and mystical sense. [t isa
simple commendation of His dis-
ciples® eyes and ears, in contrast to
the eyes and ears of the world. Let
us keep these eyes and ears where
they belong, in the body of his own
interpretation.

First, then, THE FUNCIION OF THE
EYE IN PARABOLIC TEACHING.

Things we can see are used to
teach us about things we cannot see.
The parables are either about pro-
cesses in nature, or else events in
human experience. They are patent
to all. They are matters of ordinary

observation. WeTcan see the sower
going forth; see the fishers dragging
their net ; see the prodigal leaving
home and coming back ; see the
Pharisee and Publican at prayer; see
the mustard seed growing to a great
size. Ina word, we can see «ll the
processes and transactions drawn
upen in the parables.  They are pre-
eminently matters of sight.

But we may see without seeing.
Many in the crowds who heard Jesus
saw the sower going forth o sow,
just as vividly as if he were before
their eyes: indeed, he may actually
have been before their eyes as Jesus
spoke to them : but they saw only
the sower. Many saw the net filled
with fish: perhaps the fishermen
may have been dragging it not far
from where the multitudes sat and
Christ from his floating pulpit may
have pointed it out: bt they saw
only fishers, only a net, only fish.
Many saw 1 wayward son going
from home and then coming back for
forgiveness: who never fora moment
felt the least persosial interest in the
situation. Many saw the two men
praying in the temple without see-
ing themselves. Many saw the ex-
traordinary growth of the mustard
sced and perhaps thought only of
the commercial aspects of it.

And so far as the mere observation
of the things about us is conceruned,
«any man might have uttered these
parables. Tn fact,other teachers il
utter parables not dissimilar to these:
as, Tor instance, the Rabbins of the
Talmud. But Jesus spake as never
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man spake, because he saw as never
man saw. In his person, God looked
on the visible world through the
eyes of Man; and Man looked
on the unseer world with the
eyes of God. Whenever Jesus turn-
ed himself about in this workaday
world, he saw precisely what we see:
but he saw infinitely more. He saw,
that is to say, remarkable analogies,
which served to illustrate and even
prove his spiritual message : anal-
ogies, which cease to be remarkable,
when it is remembered that He Him-
<elf wadetie whole realm of nature
and exercises an: unerring Frovidence
over the affairs of men. For even
with all the moral imperfections that
still adhere to things temporal in
consequence of the Fall, He was yet
able to find apposite illustrations in
the concrete of the Truth he would
fain convey to the minds and hearts
of men : and this, without the intro-
duction of anything unnatural,
forced or grotesque. Other teachers,
alive to the advantages of the pic-
torial method, have used the fable,
wherein they haveendowed the brute
creation with human faculties and
have succeeded in teaching striking
lessons in worldiy prudence: bhut
«uch & grotesque method is utterly
unfitted for conveying spiritual
truth. These parables of .Jesus are
“earthly stories,” if you choose to
call them so: but with this qualifica-
tion-—they are most emphatically,
what x little girl once called them,
earthly stories “with a heavenly
meaning.® Nor as such have they

become effete. [t seems to me we
need to look into them for their
heavenly meaning all the more in
these days when the myriad presses
of the world are pouring forth
*tearthly stories ™ which can be re-
garded (some of them) s loaded
simply with a  hellish meaning,.
Never was the pictorial form of
teaching more in vogue than now,
and, to an extent greater perhaps
than is generally realised it is would-
ing the opinions and regulating the
lives of the growing youth of Christ-
endom. Now, in the name of all
that is sacred, why should it he
allowed so largely to come under
pernicious influences ¥ The devil
has no right to this method : it be-
longs to Jesus. At the particular
cerisis of which we have spoken he
deliberately abandoned for the time
being his straight-cut undisguised
utterances of the truth, and resorted
to vivid word pictures, which at ence
arrested the attention and threw a
more than earthly spell over the
hearts and lives of those who had
eyes to see.

Think of the ertraordingry altyac-
tireness of the method.

Why is it that the run on boouks
in the great pubiic libraries all over
the world is said to be so extensively
in the department of fiction ? TIs it
not because man have eyes and want
to sec ?

Why is it that as soon as a hook
proves to be a great success it is
almost certain to be dramatized and
put upon the stage, and people will
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stream to the same performance
night after night without growing
weary ? Is it not because men have
eyes and want to see ? '

Why is it that the spectacular is
entering so largely into present day
religiousactivities throughout Chris-
tendom in the form of mummoth
conventions and processionil demon-
strations ¥ s it not becanse men
have eyes and want to see ¥

Why is it things have come to
such a pass, that in good old Preshy-
terian Scotland a Presbyterian min-
ister will announce a sermon on the
lutest novel, and a growing number
of ministers in Great Brituin and
America institute a series of lime-
light exhibitivus in place of their
Sabbath evening service ? s it not
because men have eyes and want to
see ?

There is no blinking it. No mat-
ter how often nor how loudly the
great thinkers of our day wmay de-
precate the pictorial method and
strive to keep their books, their
speeches and their sermons free from
all illustrative language, the fact re-
mains that this method at the pres-
ent moment is swaying the world by
its very attractiveness. And that
there is a legitimate place for it in
religious teaching, without going to
the extremes that have been hinted
at, is obvious to any one familiar
with the Scriptures.

The pictorial form of instruction
has always had a strange fascination
in the Orient: and it is therefore not
surprising that it should have been

so extensively employed under the
old dispensation of types and figures.
Not only was the whole Mosaic
ritual, during what may be called
the Kindergarten period of religious
history, an ohstrusive object lesson
in the reslm of law ond grace: not
only were individual careers and
national events pressed into service
as pictures of spiritual struggles and
spiritual principles:hut the prophets:
emerging from the Kindergarten
period, continually gave forth their
inspired messages in language thril-
ling with pictures:ue suggestiveness
to the eve. What immense crowds
Ezekiel used to draw by hisdramatic
presentation of the truth. What
vividness in Jeremiah’s acted para-
bles of ** the broken bottle* and the
“handsand bars.” How glowing the
objective visions that filled the ra-
vished eyes of the Evangelical Isaiah.

Yes. The parabolic method had
been in vogue before ever Christ
opened his lips. It had had a dis-
tinct placein the religious teaching of
the past: and .Jesus was far from
considering its mere worldly attrac-
tiveness a good and valid reason for
avoiding it. On the contrary, he
knew the insufficiency, the incom-
pleteness of the very use that had
been made of it by those who came
before him; and He, the Teacher of
teachers, pursued it to a degree so
particularly his own that now it can
scarcely be said of his parables that
they Lelong to a species,—they con-
stitute a distinet species by them-
selves. Though an appeal to the
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eye had been made under the old dis-
pensation, Jesus says it failed to
reveal as mueh. and as clearly, as he
revealed.  * Verily 1 say unto you
that many prophets and righteous
men desired to see the things which
ye see, and saw them not: and to
hear the things which ye hear, and
heard them not, llear ye then the
parable ™ ... in all its inspiring at-
tractiveness.

Think, too, of the conciliatory
effer's of it. Jesus had enemies.
Every public teacher has cnemies:
but so weak is human nature that
few ean be hard pressed in an argu-
ment without betraying annoyance,
without manifesting positive re-
sentment towards their opponeats.
Jesus kunew nothing of that feeling.
Never for a moment did he lose
sight of his unigue mission as a
Revealer of the Father: and his use
of the parable shows it. It may
have been—indeed we need have no
hesitation in saying it ras as
much for the good of his enemies,
as for the good his friends, that he
hegan to speak in parables. The
direet presentation of the truth had
heecome so offensive to them that
they were fast becoming unwilling
to listen to him at all. They list-
ened, as it was, only for the purpose
of expressing their detestation of
him. But instead of complacently
regarding the sitnation and allowing
his message in its directness to
to repel, he songht 2 more concili-
atory wmethod, and found it in the
parable. The truth was still pres-

ented: but it filled the eye and in
that form proved less repellent.
Many a sneering Pharisee must have
listened on the outskirts of the
circle: listened almost in spite of
himself: listened, tov, at quite a
length to the gradual development
of the fascinating narrative hefore
he realised that it was all shaping
itself expressly to rebuke his vwn
false sutisfaction with empty form-
alism.  But though he may have
gone awiy scowling and mutlering,
he wonld comeagain.  The method
had a charm for him. He had
grown familiar with it in the rab-
binieal schools. He knew how to
use it himself. Well then: if he
had eyes al all for the living truth,
this was the way to convey the
living truth to him. And if he
closed his eyen, if he deliberately
refused to see what was evidently
brought before them —this is what
happened: he deprived himself of
the living truth but in so doing
could not keep it from those around
him who had spiritual discernment.

“Therefore speak I unto them in
parables because seeing they see not,
and hearing they hear not, neither
do they understand . .. But blessed
are your eyes for they see, and your
ears for they hear.»

But besides being attractive and
conciliatory, the parable is con-
spicuous for its ilhoninating power.

Seeing is believing. So the say-
ing goes. It is not strictly true,
butis an exaggerated embodiment
of truth. People do not believe
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everything  they see: they often
hold themselves free to doubt even
their own eyes.  But in the muin,
what we ean elearly see does exert a
definiic  nd controlling inflnence
over our heliefs and actions.  Now,
there are some mysteries in the
kingdom of God of which we can
only gain an understanding and to
which we can only become sub-
missive through devoul and intelli-
gent. veflection on  the analogies
which on divine authority are de-
claved to exist in what we can actu-
ally see going onaround us. When
clouds of  darkness shadow our
spirits: when, even, we see no light
ab all: Christ comes to us wilh
a parable; and his  parable, as
it. were, hecomes a lamp. I
lights up the mystery.  For what
is really the matter ?  We are dis-
tressed because of what we ean see
inone particular sphere,—the spir-
itual.  Christexplains the mystery
by showing what we ecan see in
anotherand precisely similar sphere:
and thereby demonstrates the infi-
mate harmony that prevails between
the natural and spiritual worlds :
demonstrates it in tones more pro-
nannced than those heard in the
suggestion of Milton's angel : —

What if earth
Be but the shadow of heaven, anid
things therein
Each to theother like, more than
on earth is thought ¥

But we have -reached the trans-
ition point, and pass on to notice,
secondly, THE FUNCTION OF THE EAR
IN PARABOLIC TEACHING. “Blessed
are your ears for they hear.”

Suppose now, you have some par-
ticulur purable before you: it does
not matler which. ‘The eye wmay
see it with lifelike vividness @ see it
too in much of its spiritunl signifi-
cance: bulb that is not enough. The
enr likewise has ils definite fanction,
H must hear, in the twafold sense of
understanding  and  performing.
These C‘earthly siories’ (some of
them) have the *heavenly meaning
hidden away and it reguives an al-
teutive enr to eateh  that  hidden
meaning. And when the meaning
is caught, there must he obedience.
The parables are unique in this re-
Men may rise from the per-
usal of some masterpicee of fiction
only to discuss s literary  merits
sigh over the sorrows of the heroine,
laud the unselfish devoiion of the
hero, or execrate the villain--and
then  put it all back on the shelf.
Buat the parables are nat works of
fiction.  They may have been, and
likely were, actual oceurenees.  And
in any case they earry with fthem
tremendons  significance  in the
sphere of moral respousibility. They
cannot be put hack upon the shelf,
They have not been  told merely to
while away the time. They have
not been told merely to excite the
emaolions or quicken the intellect by
a brilliant display of literary skill.
From beginning to end they throb
with a definite purpose which can-
not be lightly thrust aside: a pur-
pose, namely, ecither to move the
will to holy aetivity, or else restrain
the will from unholy activity.

speet.,



How, then, are we to hear the
parables so that we way nnderstand
ghem and nel up to them ¥

Ist. By grasping the cenbral {fruth
in ench. There /s one.  Let us dis-
cover what it is. Sometimes Christ
Bimself tells us plainly what it is.
Sometimes  the  context tells us.
Sometimes it has to be made o tell
iself hy consecrated hard thinking:
for as Malthew Henry sagely puts
it. & parable is a * shell that keeps
wood fruit for the diligent hut. keeps
it. from the slothful»  Come at it
how we mity, one thing is sure: a
central  truth does  sonnd  from
every parable and we should listen
well that we may hearit.  Weshall
he more liable to do so:

2d. By avoiding extremes in the
interpretation  of  details. Per-
plexity, when there is any, gen-
erally concerus the details. and the
fendency all along has been either
{o press them too far, or else ignore
them altogether.  Neither extreme
represents  the  proper attitude.
Whilst we must beware of hearing
too much, we must also beware of
hearing too little.

3d. We shall profit most of all by
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wailing in humility and prayer for
the guidance of the Holv Spirit.
The parahles, no doubt, considered
as mere literary productions, were
alenlated to impress the minds of
men and linger in their memories:
and yot as a matter of fact we know
they were not realty understood even
by the apostles till the Holy Spirit
in all his illuminating power called
them to remembrance.  So too, may
they fill our eyes and ears: so

too, linger in  onr memories:
bul however closely we may scan
them, however  inlently  listen
for their wmeaning, they cannnot
move, they cannot  rule, with-
out  the energizing influence of

the Holy Spirit. For hearing re-
vealed truth to purpose always im-
plies relying on it and acting in
accordance with it. If we come to
the parables in faith, they will come
to usin power. May the loly Spirit,
who testifies of Christ, enable us,
every time we concentrate our
thoughts upon these wonderful ana-
logies, to see Jesus and hear Jesus
pronouncing over us the gracious
henediction, Blessed are your eyes
for they see, and your ears for they
hear.



. THE COMPARATIVE STUDY OFIF KELIGIONS.

THE RELIGIONS OF PLRSIA.
REV. PROF. JOHN CAMPBELL, LL.D,, FIS.C.

HE prevailing religion of Persia

at the present day is that of
Muhomet. 1n the battle of Cadesiah
“in 636, Omar the son of Khettab de-
feated the Shal Yesdegerd, and
captured the palladium of Iran, the
leathern flag adorned with precious
stones, which, more than two thou-
sand years before, had been Gavah
the blacksmith’s apron raised in re-
volt against ancient tyranay. But
the Mahometanism of Persin then
imposed upon the people is not that
of Turkey. In the latter country
the Sultan, like the Cznr of Russia,
is the head alike of Chureh and
State ; the creed is the unalterable
law of the Koran : the universal seet
iz that of the Sunnees; and Mahomet
is the sole object, after God or Allah,
of adoration and of oaths. In Persia,
on the other hand, the Shah is more
in conflict with the Church than is
Ning Humbert of ltaly with that of
Rome ; the creed is progressive,
emanating from a living infallible
chief Mushtaheed or Mahometan
Pope; the universal sect is that of
the Sheohs who regard the Sunnees
as heretics of the worst kind : and
Al the son-in-law of Mahomet, who
claimed to possess his Noor, light or
spirit, is the object of worship and

the sunction of vaths, The Sheohs
look for the appearing of Al Mahdi,
the Guide, s Mahometun Messiuh,
whose title was impudently assnmed
by the Rebel of the Soudan.

There have been Christiuns in
Persia since the third century, of
thiz we are well assured, but they
must have had representation there
long before, since among the cou-
vertz at Pentecost there were Par-
thians, Medes, and Elamites helong-
ing to thai country. IFrom it also
came the Magi, or wise men of the
East, to adore the infunt Saviour. So
greatly did the Christian religion
flourish in Iran that, in the thirty-
five years persecution. at the hands
of the fire-worshippers, which began
in 3 3, no fewer than * 18,000
priests, monks, and nuns were exe-
cuted, while the number of martyrs
among the laity exceeded all com-
putation.” In 498 the whole Persian
Church adopted the Nestorian form
and creed which had arisen in Syria
some sixty years before and which
werz purer by far than those of the
so-called Catholic Chureh. Great
missionary work was done by the
Nestorians in  India and China and
among the Tartar and Mongol tribes.
But a small remnant of from forty
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to fifty thousand only now repre-
sents this onee extensive Chureh in
Pergin, although there are 100,000
Nestorians in south-Western Ilin-
dostan who keep up the old  tradi-
tions.  The American  Boand  of
Foreign Missions hegan work ame.. 3
thoss of Persin in 1833 and hus met
much encouragement, its chief op-
ponents being wmissionaries of the
Church of Rome.

Many classieal writers, Greek and
itoman, refer to  Zorouster the
Persian and the creed of the Magi,
just as they do to Moses and the
religion of the Jews, amd are follow-
ed by the early fathers of the Chris-
tian Church. But these references
are quite uucritical, for they set the
Church an exmmple it has not been
slow to follow, of treating the re-
ligions of the barbarians with con-
tempt.  The first writer to introduce
the Persian religion to modern Kuro-
peans was the Koglishman Thomas
Hyde, in his claborate but now use-
less treatise Veterwm  Perswrum ot
Parthorum e Medorum  Religionis
Historia, which he published at Ox-
ford in 1760. One year later, an
enthusiast named Anquetil du Per-
ron, who had enlisted as a private
soldier in aregiment bound for India
in 1754, solely for the purpose of
studying the Zend Avesta or sacred
book of Persia, completed his re-
searches, but 1 do not find that he
published his translation till 1771,
ten years farther on. Since then
great progress has been made in Zend
studies, and although the language
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presents  many  difticalties to  the
transiator, any reader of a modern
language of any note may easily
make himself acquainted with Zoro
aster’s teaching. For lnglish speak-
ing students one of the best trans-
lutions is that of Spiegel and Bleeck,
published in 1864 at the expense of
a Mr. Cama for the use of Knglish-
speaking  Parsees in India.  ‘The
Zend language is to modern Persian
as Sanserit is to Hindogtani, and
Latin to ltalian, but it is more so,
heing rather o grandimother than a
mother tongue. 16 was an ancient,
form of speech even in the days of
Cyrus, when Persian had veached its
second or Achwmenian stage. ‘I'wo
other stages, the Pehlvi and the Sas-
sanian, interpose between the Achie-
menian and the Persian of to-day.
Only 400,000 Parsees are found in
Persia, the ancient home of the fire-
worshippers ; there are over 100,000
in Indix, and some thousands inother
parts of the East. Their religion,
therefore, lucks the importance that
attaches to numbers, but, in its
antiquity and in the decided impres-
sion made by it upon many forms of
primitive Christianity, it is more
worthy of study than any other
ethnic creed.

When we ask ourselves what the
original form of worship was in
Persia we are met with a difticulty.
Theauthor of the Persian Kpic was
a Mahometan, and such also were
the historians of Tran. Iirdusi wrote
his poem, the Shah Nameh, the ma-
terinls of which were collected from
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oral tradition znd put into fragment-
ary written form by various hands
some hundreds of years before his
time, in the year 1000, by command
of Mahmud the Great. AMirkhond,
whose history of the early kings of
Persia took advantage of the work of
many predecessors in historical nar-
ration, belonged to the fifteenth
century. The facts of the Shah
Nameh and of Mirkhond’s History
substantially agree, but the books
were both written by devout Ma-
hometans wha regarded Zoroaster as
an imposter and are severely silent
on the subject of idolutrons worship.
There is a good deal of demonology
in the early part of the history, and
it is related that Jemschid, @ semi-
mythical king like the Egyptian
Osiris in character and fate, under
the delusion of Satan  proclaimed
himself to be God and called for
divine honours. In some parts of
the narrative a  connection with
Hebrew history is attempted, us
where GGurshasf, the last of the
Pishdadian dynasty is made the son
of a daughter of Benjamin, Jacob’s
son, and where Kai Kobad, the first
of the Kaianians, is said to have
embraced the Hebrew faith.

An analysis of the history reveals
some strange facts. The wmost
startling is that it is not the history
of an Aryan people e all. Its kings
and heroes are almost without ex-
ception Turanians, and their story
finds its reflection in many launds in
which the northern Turanian peoples
have made their home. The same
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personages  are found in Greek
mythology, iu Roman legendary his-
tory, in Sanscrit epics, and, more
truthfully on the monuments of
Egypt, the rocks of theSinaitic pen-
insula, and the clay tablets of Baby-
Ignia and Assyria. The Dikhans
who preceded Firdusi gathered these
legends and traditions no doubt from
the lips of inhabitants of Persia who
spoke Persian, but the great hulk of
population in that large empire was
of Turanian blood. Such were the
Susians, Parthians, Hyreanians, Car-
manians, Baetrians, and many other
nations within its bounds. By com
paring the notices of foreign tribes
on the Bgyptianand Assyrian monu-
ments and those made by the earlier
Greek geographers and historians,all
of these tribes may be traced back to
an ancient home between the Nile
and the Tigris. There, from a period
antedating the call of Abram and
extending as far down as or in some
cases farther down, than the Exodus
of Israel, arose threugh the medinum
of ancient Turanian bards a great
fund of legendary lore that was
afterwards carried to the ends of the
earth, and geographically located in
the land of the tribes® adoption. The
so-called mythology and carly his-
tory of all civilized nations, from
Indin to Britain and from Greece
to Scandinavia,is of the same nature,
in every case i loan collection taken
from the aboriginal Turanian, be he
Kshattriva or Pict, Messenian or
Finn.

Firdusi and Mirkhond state that




Kai Kobad or Kobad reigned o hun-
dred or & hundred and twenty years
and that he embraced the Hebrew
faith. The inscriptions on the rocks
of Arabin Pefraea called Sinaitie
mention a Knbeda, grandson of
Kodzu of Egypt, who had mining
lands in that peninsula.  The Tur-
anian Ktruseans on several wmonu-
ments, worship him as Kupida. the
Latin Cupid.  From him eame the
name Copt applied to the Bgyptians,
and in Greek mythical story he is
Agyptns an Argive king.  But
Egyptus is no myth: his name
appears on many  an  BEgyptian
monument as Aahpeti, the father

of Ahmes and grandfather  of
Neb-pehti,  the  so-called  Apepi

or Apophis who reignad a han-
dred vears,and in whose eighth year
Joseph, according to Busebius and
otherautharities, was exalted to the
position of second ruler in the land.
The Sallier papyrus in the British
Museum tells how this king gave
arders to close all heathen temples
and to worship only Snutekh, the
one God. Thisisthe Shaddai of Gen-
ests Xvii. 1., xvviil. 3.0 Exodus vi. 3.
and of many parts of Job, as in v.
17., vi. 4., viil. 3., 2te., meaning the
Almighty, the name by which God
revealed bhimself to the patriarchs.
it is the Tsuyotadzu of modern lap-
anese, 1 Turanian tongue, having
the same signification. This Phar-
aoh was Joseph’s convert and an
aclive missionary on behalf of the
one living and true God, under
whom Job of the land of Uz became

THE REI IGIONS OF PERS/A. 93

a prophet. He was a Hyksos or
Shepherd King as Brugseh and all
Euyptologers admit, and the Turan-
ian origin of the Shepherds cannot
he denied.

The last of the Kaianian dynasty
which Kobad inaugurated was Kai
Khosrou. The last of the Argive
line of Egyptus was Aerisins, the
wolden. The last male of the line
of the Aahpeti or Ap ophis of the
hundred years was Methosuphis, the
Hebrew Mezahab, the golden, and
him the truthful monunients call by
the name Har-em-hebi, or the Gold-
en Horns. His daughter Mutretem
married the new Pharaoh who knew
not Joseph, the second Thothmes
and first Rameses, for he bore hoih
wumes, whore son Rameses 11 perse-
cuted Isracl.  Under this 'Thothmes,
called Gushtasp or Vistaspa by the
Persian writers, Zarathustra or Zor-
oaster introduced lis new religion,
not into Persia, but info the ancient.
land of Egypt. The contemporary
of Iar-em-hebi of Thebes was
Amenhotep 1V, whom the priests of
Thebes had driven away north to
Tell el Amarna, becaused he had
apostatized from the old idolatry of
Amun and had set up 2 new re-
ligton, the worship of the disc of
the sun under the name of Aten,
having changed his own name in its
honour to Khu-en-aten, “splendonr
of the sun's dise.”™ Thus Zoroaster
had before him heathen idolatry in
the worshipof Amun and a hundred

ther gods, the Monotheism of
Aahpehii, Joseph and Job, and the
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sun worship of the heretieal King.
Ont of these he had to frame an
oclectic system pleasing to the new
ruler. wheo as of Phoesnician origin,
haa Semito-Hauiite go ds of his own

An examination of  the Zend
Avesta or sacred book of the Per-
siang, u its three parts, the Veadi-
dad, Vispered and Yasna, and the
Khordah-Avesta, discloses the fact
that il professes to be in parl are-
velation from Ahara Mazds, the
Wise Being, {o Zovoaster.  ‘Those
parts which are of the nature of
hyvuns and litanies are not negess-
arily thus inspived.  Aluna reveals
the existence also of Angro-Main-
vus, the Bvil Spiril, co-eternal with
himzelf, but yet to he destroved by
hiz power.  Viewed as a1 monothe-
istic systeus or betier as a dualism,
there iz mueh {o admire in a so-
called revelation which vegards the
world as originally created good in
all its parts by a wize God. Bautas
we pursue onr investigations it ap-
pears that the Zend-Avesta contains
a pantheon of original heathen
deities and a pandiabolon of the
sume origine Max  Miller suvs:
*Gods unkuown to any lndo-Eurve-
pean nation are waorshipped under
the =ame uames in Sauserit and
Zend: and the change of some of
the most sacred expressions in Sans-
crit mto nawmes of cevil spirits in
Zend, only serves to strengthen the
conviction that we have here the
usual traces of 1 schism which sep-
anted a community that had once
been united.® The gods which are

abjects  of adaralion are of three
ranks, namely A mshaspands, Yezds,
and Fervers,  The ninor devils are
classsed as Darvands and  Divs, and
amonge the Tormer appear the Todian
gods  Indra, Sivn, and the Asvin-
Nasutya.  Two of the Amshaspands
of whom thereare but six are Vohu-
Mano aad  Spenta-armaiti, whose
names are capable of {ranslation as
“the  good  spirit and “the holy
earthy” bul they are really those of
Ning Gushiasp> historical son and
grandson, for Speatarmaidi s a form
of Esfendinr and Vohumano is his
son Behmer.

Like the Hebrew Seriptures, the
Zend Avestadeals largely in history,
but it is the history of the impre-
eafory psalms. With  Angro-Main-
yus or Ahriman, the evil spirit, are
allied  Frangrace and  Avejataspa,
whom all conmmentators recoguize
as the same personnlities ax Afrasiab
and his xon Arjasp, the descendants
of "Tur, who was the son of Feridun
or Thraetaona {he founder of the
Pishdadian dynasty.  These are real
historieal characters and represent:
the leaders of the principal enemies
of the Hyksos line in Egypt. ‘The
kings of that line;such as RKavata or
Kobad and Husrava or Khosrou, arve
abjects of adoration, and their ene-
mies are objects of detestation. If
the Bible had made Isaac and Jacob
gods, and Ishmael and HEsau devils.
it would have followed the spirit of
the Zend-Avesta. BEven that obscure
character, Mithra the mediator, is a
reflestion of no divine attribuie, but
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represents the gon of Mutrelem, Lhe
daughter of Har-em-hebi, who by
marrying Thothmes 1T united the
Hyksus line with that of the new
Pharoahe  who knew  nol. Joseph.
From her Thothmes 111 or Hamexes
1 acquired the pape Mithras, 1t
may perhaps be going boo far {o say
thad Alra=Mazda or Ormuazd is 2
form of Har em-hebi and the By pt-
ian Korus, but this is evident that,
in spite of its apparent. dualism, the
Zend Avesta teachies stncestor wor-
ship in the legitimate royul line and
the halred of all their opponents,
The very Tael That Sanserit gods are
Persian devils makes it clear thai
their religions deal nol with any
theological truth bat with vile race
antipaghios.

1% may naturally be asked how the
doctrines of a Turanian creed came
to he conched in an Aryan tongie.
The answer is piain.  The aucient
Arvans did not  exercise royaliy’s
functions, save on at very limited
There was no Aryan empire
tn weslern Burope before the time
of Cyrus, and there was no Brah-
wan empire in Indig until long after
the Christisn ern. Prior to that
time, the Aryans were either priests
ar royal councillors or mercenary
warriors.  Such were the Brahmans
among  the Turanian tribes who
passed into India, the Magi among
those that teok up their abode in
Persia, and the Carians or Ekronite
Philistines who guarded Caro-Mem-
phisin Egypt. They composed the
hymns and other ritual picces of

scale.

their mysh rious  worship in  their
own suered lnnguage, o lnnguage
which the vulgar was not intended
to understand, but. which, as it ap-
pears from many Sanserif. wrilings,
soveral Tuennian roynl patrons of
the Bralimans hecame so - proficie nt,
in thal they were able Lo compose
hymns of a Vedic order in it This
uld Pelasgic tongue, the prrent of
the Sanserit and the Zend, has not
yeb come to light, but Egyptian
and  Oriental  researches  may yet
matdte it known, 1 ig of course
possible that the Zend of the Avesta
is the actual Aryan speech of the
time of Zoroaster unedited and thus
unclimeed. 1 this be the case, we
know the language of the Egypt-
iun priests who lived 2 short time
prior to the hirth of Moses.

Caun any good thing come ont of
Nuzareth?  In a religions hook con-
Laining prayer, praise. hnprecation,
history, law, and moral precept, thai
was compiled to he a medus vivendi
hetween hostile religious systems,
and to flatter the vanity of the mem-
bers of the new dynasty and win for
them the homage of the people; can
we expect to find any religions
truth » At first thought the answer
would be negative. But there is no
denying the fact that there is much
excellent morality in the Zend-
Avesta, although largely of the eve
for an eye and tooth for a tooth
order. Its laws regarding dogs, its
filthy purifications, its superstitious
regard for fire, its admonitions re-
garding the paring of finger nails,
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and similae matlers, ave drivial and
disgusting, but they ave mingled
among much that is pure and cele-
valed,  "The hook iz as full of my-
thology ay aclassical dietionary, and
{he hymns and prayers extend toall
sorls of deified ancestors, yol over all
is the one Hod, Nhara-Mazda, visible
in the heavens as the sun, and re-
presented on earth by lire and by
the reighing sovereign who is the
son of Lhe sun. The most striking
fealure of the Zend-Avesta is itsim-
passioned  reiteration of  the
istentee and work of Alviman the
ovil one and his historical followers,
of the halking of his wicked designs,
gy of curses deep and terrible on
hint and all his.

The great. reality of a malignand
being exercising destruetive power
in the world 1s recognized in all re-
ligions, whether these atfempt to
propitiate him or pose as his op-

N~

ponents.  in Old Testament times
this doctrine  was brought into

special prominence by the putriarch
Jab.  Under the name Hapu, the
patriareh was well known in Egvpt,
and his son Awmenhotep-Hui was the
prime winister of Awmenhotep 111,
the father of the Pharmoh whe es-
tablished the worship of the Sun's
disc at Tell el Awmarna. The wisdom
and sayings of Hapu were remem-
bered down to the time of the Itole-
mies. and he and his son received
divine honors at Thebes. In the
Zend Avesta, Job is called Hvova,
and Zoroaster professed fo look for
all honor through his family.  Here

then i the souree of the old Aryan
priest’s teuth abused or srvor that
ovil i co-elornal with good, mumely
the recoed of Use nfllicted pririnreh's
sufferings al the hand  of Sutan
Those who charge the author of the
haok of Job, ag tey do the evange-
lisls and the apostle Jdude, wilh
Zioronstrian leaven sve, 20 far us the
firel. of these is coneerned. chronolo-
gically ab faull, sinee Job war some
goneralions prior to the Persian nw-
giver,

« Wi hard Lo tell when Zoroastrin.
nizin reached ils second slage  of
Magism, but. il seems to kuve arisen
in Medi. The Medes and the ‘Tu-
vanian peaples of the Persian B-
pire were wove Kindly disposed o
Abviman the evil principle than
to Ormuzd the goad, recognizing in
him a Herman or Herwmes, one of
their deified ancestors, and he re-
ccived divine houors from them.
Bul above alll the Turanians adored
Zevvan, which in their tongue meant
* {he house of heaven,™ nud which is
thesame word asthe raguois Tharon-
hiawkon, denoting the supreme god
of the five nations.  The Abbé Cuoy
transhates it the holder of heavens.”
The Magi. probably daring the time
of Median supremacy. prior to Cyrus
er aboul TQIB.C.. took advaniage of
the resemblance of Zervan o the
language of Zoroaster in the Yasnn
where he speaks of “ the Holy Spiri
created in unlimited thwee™ or in
Zarvan-akarvana.  They. therefore.
seb up this Zervan as the original
deity from whom or from which both




108 RELIGIONS OF PERSTA.

Ornruzd and Aheiman, good wnd evil,
provecded, st relaining Lhe bribes
of inferior gods and devils,  This
developed into puntheism alonyg the
ame liney s Hindog philosophy, and
in virlunlly the ereed of Lhe Guabres
and Pursgees of the presont day who
ure philosophieally inchined.

The modern Pargecg o nol kuow
their hible. the  Zeund-Avesta, and
probably nol more than w dozen of
theirmobedsor priests nrencguuinfed
willi the texts which they recile in
worship.  They are  monogamists,
clean livers, charifuble and devout.,
Their popular calechism of religious
instruetion, fnking away a few vefor-
ences o Zorouster, Lhe founder of
their creed, might pass currenl in n
unitarinn school.  The doctrine of
vicaricus alonement or of w savionr
from sin il rejecls. s brief ereed
s been tiug expressed: A Parsee
helieves in one God, to whom he ad-

* e
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drosses hig prayers,  His morality is
comprised in bthege  worda,  pure
thoughts, pure words, pure deds,
Belioving in the punishment. of viee
and the rewnrd of virlue he trosts
for pardon o the merey of fiod™
It thus appears that  the liberal
Parsec, to whom the sun and fire are
but. ewblems of divine power, s
respectable uniturinn, who hag vir-
Tuadly laid aside the peculinr features
of hix ancieni, greed, and who ix
agituting even now for theabolilion
of the filthy wirany purifieation. for
the reduction of the number of
obligalary prayers and  eeremonial
observanees similar to those of the
ancient Pharisees, wnd for the social
clevation of women.  The only obs-
facle to the acceplance by such
liberals of the Christian faith i
found in their fierce resentinent to
thedoctrine ol Lthe atonement; other-
wise they are nol far from  the
kingdom of {iod.

<o
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ANALYSIS OF THE EPISTLE TOTHE EPHESIANS

s Wpistle o the Bphesians,
althongh one of the shorlest of
Paul's writings, v one of the
vichest in spivitual feaching.  With-
in Lthese six chaplers is conlnined
matior suflivient for the study of a
lifetime. 1 suppose there ave  wy
more wonderful six ehaptors in eox-
istenee,  Before enfering  upon n
wore detailed analysis of these ehap-
ters, allow we to mention gome lead-
i thoughts derived from a study of
thig epistle.

S

1. We ave fmpressed  with the
harmouy of the Three Pevsonsof the
Qodhead in the work of man's re-
demption and spivitual growth. They
are vevealed in these chaplers as

coopevating  in the wost perfeet
harmony.  Uspecially is this the

eave with regard {0 the Father and
Ron i relation to ihis work. The
writer seems {o conceive them almost
as one Personality working in {wa
directions to achieve wman's forgive-
ness. We see the Father and the
Son working with absolute unity of
purpose to restore wan to the height
from which he bas fallen.  IFrom a
perusal of this epistle we can eon-
ceive the diftienlty whieh the early
Fathers axpericnesd in formulating
the ereed of the church: and we
should be thankful fo Athanasius
and the other theologians  who
formulated for ns the precions eveed
of the Couneil of Nice.

2T he noal thomght whicl sbrikes
vue on weursary exatmination of {he
opigile ig the gerandeny of its teach
ing - thegrand sweep of its doetrine
The apastle heve sonrs o1 Lhe flight
of eagrle’s wings, comprehending in
his gazes the beginning and the ewd
of time.

The epigtle contains the docetrinsl
depth of the Fpistle ta the Romnns
with something of  the prophetic
avandeur of the Book of Reveluiion

To illustrate whal P wmean:  The
opigtlo speaks of vadewmption heiag
planned by Gad before the beginning
of time: and we ave told that Chrisi's
redemplive work affeets not ouly
wman and this world  bat that all
things in heaven and i earth are
united iu Chrisl,

3. Another noliceable fonture of
our epistle is the niumber of koy-
words of theology nsed init. Tdo
ual, know  olther six chaplers in
Seripture equally vich in this regard.
For example, we have the word
cgrace ™ used cither ax aoverh o
as a nonn ten tiwmes. We  have
the word  “Taith™ used  eight
times either alone or in connection
with the name of Jesus Christ. We
have the word “love™ used fifteen
tintes cither as 2 verb or as a noun.
We have the word * holy ™ used four
times, and the word * peace ™ is used
six fimes, while we are {old fwice
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that wo are siuved by Lhe * Blowd = of
Chrisd,

Again we hnve the thres elnsgien
words for \bonement s Hedemp-
How™ (uaodyzpoaez) “purdon® (dyea;
=i gepuzzapdeon )l * roconeiline
bou™ (xazubdoyy ) nsed ns o vorh, Phe
chiof romuining doclrinal  word s
thal. of ®eleetion.™

4. The rewnining Fenlore of  Lhe
cpistle  pobiceable  on o cursary
glanee s its praclieal  charnetor,
Panl somedintes sours awany an {he
subllimitios of propheey @ bul it is
no idle star-gazing., Healways comes
down ty the earth again, and showe
ns how these sublimilios are related
fo the practienl details of the Chris-
tinn's daily life.  He takes un into
the parlor and shows ug how  Lhe
Christinn parent should et in dead-
ing with hiscehildven. He takesus in-
to the field, aud shows usihe fidelity
with which the slave should do his
work. e takes vaiuto the murkel-
places and shows what should he the
chareler of our deslings with onr
fellowmen. e takes nx into the
socil - meeting  and  shows what
should be the character of our con-
versadion thiere,  Thus St. Panl, the
great formulator of doctrine is also
the thoroughly practicnl man.

ANALYSIS  0F  THE  EPFISTLE.
1. GOb THE FATHER.

AL Inrelation to creation. 111, 9,
“God the Father created all things
i Christ.”  Elsewhere in the episile
we are told it was Christ who created
all things.  And elsewhere in Serip-

ture woonre old it was the Spiril,
who ¢rested all things (Qen, 1. 22).
From these Taets wo mny conclude
tint the three persous in e G-
hend wore equnlly concerned in Hhe
wark.,

o Again the epistle foaches ns
uhont Hod the Father in relation (o
the doctrine of Bloetion.

1. We nre told  that He eleets e
lievers Lo holiness and blanelesgigs,
We read 1.4, * According as He
hatl chogen ug in Him hefore the
foundation of the world that
ghould be holy and  without hlape
hefore Him in love,”

2o Weoare told thint. He elects bye-
lievers Lo the adoption of children,
L5, * Having predestinnted nz unto
the adoplion of children by Jeszus
Chrizt to Himself sccording to the
good pleasure of Hig will”

#. Blecting uz  to goold works :
H. 10, % For we are His workman-
ship creasted in Chriel Jesus unto
good works which (fod hath bhefore
ordained that we should walk in
them.” The words seem to he an
echo of the tenching contained in
the Epistle to the Romans : “For
whom He did forcknew He algo did
predestinate to he conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might he
the first-horn among many brethren,
Morcover, whom He did predestinate
them He algo called: and whom He
called them He also justified.”  The
doctrine of Election, so distinctly
revealed here leads to these strange
paradoxes. The one is that God
predetermines every event that takes

wee
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place, while man's free will remains
intael.  Jonathan Fdwards helievaed
in the fivst of these -Gol’s electing
power : but he conld net armouise
with that election the trath of min's
free will. Welll we cannot har-
wotise them either ¢ we can ounly
believe they are in perfect harmony.
We cannot measure the power of
(Rod, s0 we must grope owr way into
this mystery by means of faith.

The other paradox revealed in the
doctrine of Blection is that, while
God has chosen His people to eternal
life, the Redemption of Christ s
suflictend, for all, and God's offer of
salvation is for all.

For all practical purposes, then,
Calvinist and Avminian are ab one.
There are only man-made barrviers
whieh divide them- barviers erected
it our ignorance because we cannob
grasp the whole truth of God.  The
doelrine is for believers, not. for un-
believers: for helievers, to assure
them of their final salvation.
Spurgeon says that if any are pre-
vented from coming to God by the
doctrine of Klection, then it is be-
cause false teachers have stuffed up
the windows of their prison with old
rags hiding from them the infinite
love of God. The doctrine of Elee-
tion presents us with two paradoxes;
but they are only paradoxes beciuse
of the himited nature of our vision.
The Christian, Faith, as Bacon has
shown, is full of paradoxes which
are in perfect harmony in the omnis-
cient mind of God.

C. Further, we have the doctrine
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of God the Father in relation to the
work of Redemption.

1. E 6, He hath made ur aceepl-
od in the Beloved.”

2. 1L 5, ¢ He halh quickened ux
together with Christ.”

3. 118, He grants us wnlvation :
“For by gruce are ye saved through
faith, and thad not of yourselves it
is the gift of od. This is the firsi
meaning of the word *grace” iu
this wonderful epistle. 1t means
here God’s divine power granling us
salvalion through Josus Christ.

The obher meaning is Gods divine
power enabling us Lo advance in the
spiritual life. And 1 think it will
be found that, from these two roots,
branch out all the meanings of this
wonderful word.

D. God ihe Father in relation 1o
Sanctification.  Here we  have the
second theme of  thee epistle  the
sanctification of the individual in
whiel the three Persons of the God-
head arve ciually engagel. Whal a
wealth of power the lebier reveals as
being placed at the believers dis-
posal to enable him to grow in grace.
Surely we Christians are nof, fully
alive to our privileges! God the
Father enables the heliever to grow
in grace by aiding him in two wags:
by His own indwelling ; and by His
gifts.

These gifts may be divided into
three main classes : life, power and
spiritual -insight.

1. T 22, We are told that be.
lievers are © huilded together for an
habitation of God _through the
Spirit.”
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2. We ave told that God the
Father bestows upon ug peace nnd
love and fuith e VI 23, * Penee he
to the brethren snd love with faith
from God the Father and the Lornd
Jesus Christ.”

We are told that, He bestows npon
us gence and peace : L2, * Genee
be to you and peace from God our
Iather and from our Lord Jesus
Chirist.”

Again we read {hat Tle hestows
upon us the exceeding greabness of
s power (L 19,) the power indeed
with which He riaised Jesus Christ
from the dead,

1.2 We read thal, “in the ages
iv come, He will show the exceeding
riches of His grace in His kinduess
toward us through Christ Jesus.”

L 17, He grants us the power of
spiritual insight, for Panl prays
that, “The God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of Glory muiy
give unto you the spirit of wisdom
“and revelation in the knowledge of
Him, the eyes of your understand-
ing being enlightened ; that ye may
know what is the hope of His calling,
and what the riches of the glory of
His inheritance in the saints.”

These, then, are the gifts bestowed
upon us hy God the Father whereby
we are enabled to grow in grace-—
gifts bestowed in conjunction with
the work of Jesus Christ and of the
Holy Spirit—peace, love, faith, grace,
spiritnal insight; and, above all, God
Himself as an indwelling Power.

E. Again we have the teaching
of the epistle in relation to the Re-

fot

surreetion of Jesus Christ, and we
are Lold, 1. 20: that, “God Lhe Futher
riised Jesos Christ from the dead.”

e JESUS CHRIST,

Ao
Ureation :
We are told, THL 9, that * God
created ali things by Jesus Christ.”
B 1o reladion to Redenplion:
The feaching with regard to Jesus

relation to the work of

Christ in velation to redemption is
very full.  His work inthis regard
isshown us in five ways,  Weare
told that He granls us adoption,
life, reconcilintion, nceess lo  the
Iather and forgiveness.  Mis thug
evident how closely Jesus Christ s
associated with the Father in the
work of Atonement.

C. In relation to Sanclification:

Jesus Christ is just as closely asso-
cinted with the Father in the work
of Sanctification.  He carries on the
work of Sanctification in exactly the
sume way as the IFather and the
Spirit, namely, by bestowing upon
us specinl gifts and by His own in-
dwelling in the believer.

I need not repeat the texts. They
are almost identical with those used
with regard to the Fatherin relation
to the work of Sanctification.

D. Christ in relation to the Church:

Christ’s relation to the Church is
shown us in three figures :

1. IV. 12, He dwells in the Church
which is called His body.

2. 1V. 15, He is the Head of the
Church.

3. Heis the corner stone of the
Church.
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Again we find the Father, Son and
Spirit working in perfect harmony
in relation to the Church. We read
that believers (I1..20, 21, 22) “are
built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
Himself being the chief corner stone;
in whom all the building, fitly
framed together, groweth unto an
holy temple in the Lord : in whom
ve also are builded together for an

habitation of God through the
Spirit.” A wonderful building this

is assuredly when Father, Son and
Spirit are the Architects ‘and
Builders, and the indwelling Guests.
E. The name of Christ:
Thisepistle furnishes us with one of.
the names of Christ, and He is called
the* Beloved ” (1.6). Heis loved of
the Father. By this name we are
reminded of the words in the Epistle
of Peter regarding the corner-stone
which was disallowed of men but
chosen of God and precious (I Peter,
11 4).
1. Christ the Source of Unity:
The epistle reveals to us Christ the
source of unity in the universe
in cooperation with the Father
who works with the Son here
as eclsewhere. Accordingly we
read: T. 10, “In the dispensation
of the fulness of times He might
aather together in one all things in
Chirist, both which are in heaven, and
which are on earth, even in Him.»
We thus learn that there is no
spot in the universe unaffected hy
Christ’s redemptive work. The pure
whiteness of heaven itself has been
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stained Dby the fall of the rebel
angels. The peaceful green of earth
has been stained by the fall of man.
Accordingly Christ’s work affects
heaven as well as earth; and we read
that Christ will ¢reate new heavens
and a new earth wherein dwelleth
righteousness (11 Peter, 111. 13).

1. THE HOLY SPIRIT.

AL Inrelation to the work of Re-
demption. The actual work of the
Spirit in relation to redemption is
not mentioned in thisepistle ; hut it
is distinetly impliedin the words: 1.
13, 14, “In whom (that is in Christ),
after that ye believed ye were sealed
with that Holy Spirit of Promise,
which is the earnest of our inherit-
ance.” In these words we learn thai
the Holy Spirit is justas distinctly
concerned in the work of redemption
as the Father and the Son.

B. The Holy Spirit in relation to
the work of Sanctification. ‘Lhe
teaching with regard to the work of
the Spirit in regard to Sanetification
is very full in this epistle. Five as-
pects of His work are presented to
us; and He is represented as
sealing, strengthening, filling, giv-
ing life, and teaching to pray. 1iI.
14, 15, 16, Thus Paul prays that we
may be strengthened with might by
Christ's spirit in the inner man. Y.
9, We are told that * the fruit of the
Spirit is inall goodness and righte-
ousness and truth.” V. 18, We are
urged to be “filled with the
Spirit,” and in VL. 18, to “offer up
prayer and supplication in the
Spirit.
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1V, DEMONOLOGY.

The teaching of the epistle re-
garding demonology is very distinet,
and weare told that there is a great
spirit world near us against the forces
of which we must contend. If the
spiritual power placed at our disposal
is great, great also is the demon
power against which we have to
contend. All the power of hell is
arrayed against us in the fight : VL.
12, “For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, hut against prinei-
palities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places.”

V. ETHICS.

‘T'he Ethical teaching of the epistle
is very full.

A. Different classes of persons
wentioned :

The epistle deals with men and
women in their different relations as
hushands, wives, children, servants,
masters. If the precepts of the
epistle were universally obeyed by
Christians to-day we would not hear
of the need of * Applied Christian-
ity.”  Family life would be sweeter;
socialism would find no soil on
which to grow. The more I study
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the matter the more I feel that the
principles of a true sociology lie not
with Karl Marx but with St. Paul.

B. St. Paul also enters into de-
tails as to the Christiau’s daily life,
and He tells us what sins muost be
avoided :  Lasciviousness, anger,
lying, stealing, cor~upt communica-
tion, bitterness,wrath, clamour, evil-
speaking, fornication, covetousness.
foolish talking, jesting,drunkenness.
The epistle, indeed, furnishes us
with a guide-book for our daily
walk and conversation.

C. Virtues to be practised.

Further, the apostle gives an out-
line of the virtues to be practised by
the Christian. These are: Truth,
honest toil, kindness, tenderness.
forgiveness, walking in love, walk-
ing as children of the light, good-
ness, righteousness, truth,redeeming
the time.

D. The Armour of the Christian-

Lastly, the Apostle rounds off
His ethical teaching by enumer-
ating the several portions of the
Christian’s armour : Truth, Righte-
ousness, The Gospel, Faith, Salva-
tion, God’s Word and Prayer.

Cuaries B. Ross.
Lachine, Que.



II. *IrHE HOLY GHOST

THE AUTHOR AND

INTERPRETER OF THE SCRIPTURES.
Krv. PriNcrran, MacViear, ., LL.D.

HIS subject has been put into

my hands, but was not formu-
lated by me. As it stands it is far
too large to he satisfactorily treated
in thirty minutes, the time at my
disposal. T shall therefore be obliged
to limit myself chiefly to the first
section of the subject, and without
entering upon any of the controvers-
ies that have arisen on the doctrine
of Inspiration I shall indicate in
briefest outline what 1 believe to be
the truth regarding the general
character and contents of the Bible
as formed by the Holy Ghost—a
Divine person acting as the execu-
tive of the Godhead.

The late Dr. John Cairns, Princi-
pal of the United Presbyterian Col-
lege, Edinburgh, than whom no one
was more competent to speak on
this subject, in an essay published
ten years ago, made the following
concessions :

First, We do not need to hold that
the uestion of the Canon has heen
fully scttled. 1 for one have no
quarrel with that settlement; bhut
though I might not see my way to
acéept the Book of Esther or the
Second Epistle of Peter, if 1 held a
\Voxd of God, T might equally hold

*An address delivered in Stanley St.
Presbyterian Church. Montreal,

that Word all inspired in the highest
sense,

Secondly, We do not need to hold
that the present text is the very
Word of God. Thisremark is amere
extension of the foregoing. The
change from the original manu-
seripts to the best extant critical
text is so far a sacrifice of canonieity.
But we know how little this really
means, and how it is always becom-
ing less. The calmness with which
even the ordinary mind has taken all
the discussion connected with the
Revised New ‘Testament, is credit-
able to publie mtelhgence. We see
that, to all intents and purposes, the
word of God has not been lost in
transeription, so that while we must
draw the distinction,it is nota grave
one, between the Bible as w., have
it, and as it first came from Gaod.

Thirdly, We do not need to hold
that the Bible is all,as to the matter
of it, revealed for the first time.

No one can ever have held this,
even when less freedom prevailed as
to the question of Inspiration than
now, ¥ ¥ ¥ »

Fourthly, We do not need to hold
that the Bible, as to the manner of
it, is in such a sense the word of
(God, as not also to be the word of
man. In recent times much more
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light has been cast upon what has
been called the human element in
the Bible, and this has been unwel-
come to some because it has not un-
frequently tended, if not to exclude,
yet to iower the Divine.

This, however, has been an abuse
and not the just use of a great and
important principle in theological
science. The Bible expressly recog-
nizes this human element in itself.
“ Which things,” says Paul, “uwe
spenk, we also believe,and therefore
speak.” These ussertions are made
m connection with the strongest
claims to Divine inspiration. ltis
to my mind, one of the internal evi-
dences of the canonicity of Second
Peter, that it so clearly brings out
the two sides in inspired teaching.
“Holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
“Tven as our beloved brother Paul
also, according to the wisdom given
unto him, hath written unto you.”
Our Lord recognizes the 110th Psalm
as David’s, in a true sense, * How
then doth David in spirit call him
Lord? ™ and remarkable is the intro-
duction of the persomality of Dayid
into the matter by Peter on the day
of Pentecost, “ ¥or Duvid is not
ascended into the heavens, but he
saith  himself, the Lord said unto
my Lord,” ete.

This much, I think, we may safe-
ly accept from the wise and learned
Dr. Cairns.

IFor myself I am aceustomed to
think that the character and extent
of revelation are in part necessatily
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determined by the limitations of
man’s nature and the degree in
which language is eapable of being
a vehicle for the transmission of
thought. Man is finite, and dis-
closures of the Infinite,of the Divine
mind, must be made in such forms
as suit his limited capacity. ‘This
principle of adaptation to the weak-
ness of man’s faculties is observable
throughout the entire Bible; and the
greatest clearness and fulness of
revelation of God's character and
will are reached in the Incarnation of
His Son, who was the express image
of God; and also in the writings of
His inspired apostles. You recollect,
aceordingly, how Philip said to
Jesus, ** Lord, show us the Father
and it sufticeth us. .Jesus saith unto
him, have T been so long time with
you, and dost thou not kiow me,
Philip ?  He that hath seen me,hath
seen the Father ; how sayest thou,
show us the IPather ? Believest thou
not that T am in the Father and the
Father abiding in me ? The words
that 1 say unto you 'l speak not
from myself,but the Father abiding
in me doeth the works. Believe me
that I am in the Father, and the
Father in me, or else helieve me for
the very works® suke.”

The lesson to Philip is as plain as
it could be ; and it is a lesson to us
and to the Church in all ages. He
is told to look at his Master and see
the IFather in him, to listen to the
words of his Master and hear in
them a message direct from God.
What stronger assurance of the
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truth coming from God could we
ask ¥ What could be simpler and
yet what could be more profound ?
So deep that Paul, a man of mighty
intellectual and spiritual grasp,
speaks of this luminous revelation
through the Incarnation of the Son
as the “great mystery of godliness,”
something which the human intel-
lect cannot fully penetrate.

And we must remember that there
is stifl further limitation and dift-
culty in conveying-God's thoughts
to the human mind by reason of our
sinfulness. We are distinetly as-
sared that “the natnral man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God." These are the things con-
tained in the Bible, and they are
there expressly through the agency
of the Spirit of God; but * the na-
tural man receiveth them not ; for
they are foolishness unto him ; and
he cannot know them because they
are spiritually judged.” Sin has
utterly blinded him. His spiritual
hut not his natural vision is gone;
and none can enable him to see the
truth savingly but he who indited
it. Hence Paulsays, * Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard, neither lave
entered into the heart of man the
things which God hath prepared for
them that love kim.  But God hath
revealed them unto us by the Spirit:
for the Spirit searcheth all things,
vea, the deep things of God.” The
revelation thus made sometimes
transcends the possibility of giving
itarticulate expression in words; for
there are experiences of the regener-
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ate heart which are unutterable, u
joy which is unspeakable and full of
glory. But when human speech
fails the indwelling Spirit becomes
the interpreter of our deepest con-
seiousness, as well as of the Serip-
tures. * with groanings which can-
not be uttered.”

This much as preparatory to a con-
densed -statement as to the matter
or contents of the Bible. You all
know that this matter is largely his-
torical, hiographical, doctrinal, de-
votional and prophetic. It is not all
pure revelation. The lives of the
men of the Bible fill many of ifs
pages. 'The record stretches over
many centuries and conntries. it
contains conerete examples divinely
ordered and selected of all possible
fundamental human experiences un-
der all conceivable conditions. It
sels forth, so far as it is necessary
for us to know, all relations between
God and man,betweenman and man,
hetween communities of men or na-
tions, and, finally, between men and
other orders of sentient and intel-
ligent beings.

1f asked why the Seriptures as-
sumed this form, and what the
specific use is of this mass of ma-
terials so heterogeneous and com-
prehensive - We answer, God, whe
cannob errideemed this the best form
in which {o cast his book and deter-
mined the extent.and variety of mai-
ter which it should contain. It is
all wisely adapted to the education
of our race, and specially designed
for the manifestation of his infinite
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love and redemptive purpose in
Christ. The Bibleis Christo-centric,
whatever our systems of theology
and sermons may be; and it isall
given by inspiration of God the
Spirit,und is “prgfitable for teaching,
for reproof! for correction, for in-
struction which ix in righteounsness;
that the man of God may be com-
plete ; furnished completely unto
every good work.™ 1t is not vital
for us to know precisely how and
when and where and hy whom these
diverse malerials were gathered. The
essential thing is that we shauld
mitke sure that God is responsible
for collecting them, that we have
his guarantee through His Son and
through His Holy Spirit in this re-
spect.

The O01d Testament, as you know,
opens with the Pentatench contain-
ing history and hiography and at
the same time many divine enact-
ments touching civil and religious
watters. Then follow didactic, as
well as historieal, devotional and
prophetic hooks. The structure of
the New Testament is similar. It
has its historical peatateuch, the
four gospels and the Acts of the
Apostles, followed by doctrinal and
practical epistles and the great pro-
phetic book of the Seer of Patmos.

Speaking very generally the Bible
is 2 revelation of God and man, and
of spiritz, goad and evil, while it in-
cludes also brief statements as to the
origin, nature and destiny of the
physical umiverse. These statements
are notintended to teach men science,
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but they will be found in accord
with the verified results of scientitic
research, and inasmuch as they were
made long before these results were
reached it is self-evident that they
must have come from some other
source than the human intellect.
They are from God. And as ia
God’s method in gradually and pro-
gressively bringing together all that
is embraced in his hook several
things require to be carefully noted.

At the beginning he communicat-
ed his mind directly to those who
feared and served Him. He spoke
to Adam and Eve and Cain hoth in
Eden and beyoud its confines. He
continued to do so in many instances
during the antediluvian age. Enoch
walked with God, and Noah Theard
his voice directing him what to doto
escape the destruction coming upon
a wicked world.

Later God selected one man, Abra-
ham, and trained him ina marvellous
manner. He entered into covenant
with him under the provisions of
whicl: with the seal of circumeision
he gave visible unity to all believers.
He made choice of the nation de-
scended from this man, and selected
a land for them in which they were
to be separated from all the nations
of the earth. This separation was
to be perpetuated by sundry regula-
tions, and was designed to prevent
the people lapsing into polytheism
and all its concomitant sins, and to
preserve their national purity and
stability. God educated this people
spiritually aud caused to be put on
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record his dealings with them during
muny eenturies  as  they  passed
through what may he practically
called specimens of  all passible
human experiences and  reladions.
He selected from time to time cor-
tain persons from the nation, and in
some instances from heyond the
nation, to whom he made known
what could not be discovered by an-
aided reasou. These were iuspired
prophets and apostles, men of Gaod,
his representatives and mouthpiece.
In the fulness of fime the gread
fundamental wmiracle of Christianity,
the Inearnation, oceurred.  The
Word was made flesh and dwelt
among men.  The record of His life
of His earthly sojourn duringthiriy-
three years forms a large and most
essential factor in the book of God.
Four men acting under the guidance
of the loly Spirit selecled and re
ported certin of ihe lessons he
delivered and of the bencficent and
mighty works which he performed.
They testified to his sinlessness and
absolute integrity. They dispassion-
ately tald the story of his death,
burial, resurrection and asceusion to
glory. After his ascension other
writers appeared to finish the canon
of Seripture. Thus the hook was
gradually developed {o its comple-
tion. It isundemiably characterized
by progress.  But when we use that
term progress we must guard aganst
supposing that the book is the pro-
duct of the human mind, and that
therefore the matter of it improved
in its general clhiaracter as to rehi-
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ability with  the advancement ol
haman intelligence and enlture.

This was not the cuse.

And we must also guard againsi
another common  error, that of im-
agining that becaust truth is intro-
ductory or elew ntary it is on this
account less reliable than that which
is full and complete. This again is
not the case.  The alphabet and the
multiplication table are elementary.
but not unreliable or useless for this
reason. They fill their own places
with perfection, andare as necessary
as  the highest results of mental
cffort.

And z0 God's first and simplest
word {0 man is as {rue and essentinl
as lis last and deepest. disclosure of
Divine thought.

We have not time to trace and
ilustrate fully the evidences of jiro-
gress in the word of God ; but it is
a mistake to overlook or deny il No
true doctrine of Tuspiration can be
formulated and defended by doing
so. The progress was from ithe
exiernal to the inward or subjective,
Ontward restraints came first, and
afterwards subjective ethical pria-
ciples ruled the race, or at leasi
those of them who served Gl
Object lessons were first used, theu
higher abstract truths. The Cheru-
bim and flaming sword at the gale
of Kden, the Shekinah in the taber-
nacle and temple, the ministry of
symbols in the Levitical code, ud
later the more abstract and compre-
1onsive teaching of the prophets.

Negative precepts gradually de-
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veloped into their logical positives;
and the emphasis was more and more
laid upon the positive. For ex.
ample—the  prohibition  ** 'Thon
shalt not steal™ in the hands of the
mspired Apostle Panl takes the form
of “Let him that stole steal no more;
bat rather let him labour, working
with his hands the thing that is
good, that he may have whereof to
give to him that hath meed.” *Thou
shalt not. kill,” expands in the hands
of Jesus into the answer which he
mave fo the lawyer who asked him,
“Wha is my neighbor ¥ (See the
parable of the good Samaritan, Luke
X.)  So with the fonrth command-
went.  Hs form al first, was, * Thou
shalt not do any work,™ but its full
positive scope and signilicance was
unfolded. hy Jesus when he said,
“The Sabbath was made for man,
and not wian for the Sabbath.” Thus
it was with all the precepts of the
Decitlogue.

The Savieur hiuself  proceeded
gradually in unfolding truth, and
fully recoguized the law of progress
in revelation.  You recollect how
hesaid to those whom hie lad been
ieaching for nearly threeyears: *1
have yeb many things to say unto
you, hut ye cannot hear them now.
Howheif, when he, the Spirib of
iruth, is come, he shall guide you
inlo all truth; for he shall not speak
fram himself ; but what things so-
ever he shall hear, these shall he
speak = and he shall deelare unto
you the things thai are to come.
Ueshall glorify me: for he shali
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take of mine, and shall declare it
unto you.™

This promiselwas fulfilled on the
day of Pentecost and  afterwards
when those “to whom he had given
commandment  through the Holy
Ghost.™ received power from on
high, and were endowed with many
heavenly gifts ; and, being thus
equipped for their special mission.
they continued and extended “all
that Jesus began both to do and to
teach .

It is time, however, that 1 shonid
indicate more precisely the sense in
which the Holy Ghost is the Author
of the Scriptures. During the entire
formation of the Bible his work was
to convey to the minds of chosen
ien God's thonghts on all the sub-
jects embraced in the hook, and to
guide them infallibly in the seiection
of such matters of fact as he defer-
mined o incorporate in the record,
matters of Tact selected from the
history of men and of nations,
especially the Jewish nation, and
from the life and Jessons of Jesus,
the Son of man--the ¢rown of our
humanity and at the same time Godl
aver all blessed for ever.

It appears to me that I n not
straining the trath in the attempt to
support a foregone conclusion by
saying thatasa Divine person-- truly
iod—the Holy (Zhost was fully com-
petent for this mighty {ask. We
need not inquire tov minutely o
he performed it, ko he caused ithe
thoughts of God to -arise in the
minds of men, and o Le saved
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them from falling into error. The
assurance of our Saviour that he
could do it should satisfy us on this
point. The men chosen forthe work
uniformly claimed to speak from
God and for God. This clain is ad-
vanced so frequently in the Hebrew
Seriptures as to impress the most
cursory reader. And .Jesus, the
faithful and true witness, who had
all the resources of Divine knowl-
edge and could not be misiaken, en-
dorsed this elaim. He speeifically
accepted the Old Testament, and
even set. the seal of his approval upon
very many of its most wonderful de-
tails by special mention of them. It
was his only Bible, for the New Tes-
tament was not written till after his
ascension. We dare not call in
yuestion the sufliciency of his knowl-
edge or the absolute validity of his
testimony in favour of Moses and
the praphets, and in favour of the
Holy Ghost as fully qualified to
guide his Apostles into all truth. I
dare not say with some that the
Spirit could not and did not guide
them in matters of wgeography,
geology, astronomy or general his-
t- ry. I know not why these subjects
snould be regarded more difficult for
him than the deep things of God. 1
helieve that Christ meant what he
said when he declared of the Spirit,
“ He shall yuide you into all truth*—
pot into some truth.

And since hé guides, but does not
voerce, there is room for all the vari-
cty of style and modes of composi-
tion which characterize the sacred
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oracles. 'This variety, instead of
being a drawback, an obstacle to our
faith, is Jjust the opposite, 'The
miraele of Inspiration is not dimin-
ished but increased by all this variety
and by the employment of many in-
stead of one or a few human agents,
and yet securing truth and organic
unity throughout the entire work.
Tmposters, such as Mohammed, aim
ab rigid uniformity -of style in the
hope of making it appear that their
writings are literally dictated by
God ; but they forget that the God
of nature, who is the God of the
Bible, delights in infinite variety as
consistent with perfect unity and
truthfulness, and that “all these
things worketh the one and the sanne
Spirit.”

The matter of the Bible way
seem, in some instaneces, improper
and repellant, such as we wounld not
have inserted.  Should this thoughi
come fo you in reading some Ol
Testament passages then remember
that * no prophecy ever came by the
will of man : but men spake from
God being moved by the Holy
Ghost.” Remember, too, that the
Bible is a revelation of man as well
as of God. These dark and appalling
facts, sometimes complained of us
blemishes, are all needed in this
sense, to show fully what is in man.
Men are to-day as bad as these facis
make them. Specimensin London.
Paris, Chicago and New York equal
in sinfulness and criminality #hose
of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Learn also, in reading the whole



THE HOLY GHOST THE SUTHOR ETC.

volume, to distinguish ciearly be-
tween what God's Spirit records as
having taken place and what God
approves. Deeds of deepest turpitude
performed by men and by the devil
and his angels find a place, but no
approval, in Scripture records. What
Jews and Christians thought and
practiced is one thing, and what (iod
ecommanded and sanclioned is an-
ather thing. The former is not our
rule of faith and conduct, hut the
latter the word of the Lord, we are
hound {o aceept.  The drunkenness
of Noah, the polytheistic tendencies
of Israel, the sins of David, and the
apostacy of Peter are recorded, but
not approved or set forth for our
imitation. They are rather flaming
heacons sel up by the Holy Spirit to
show usdangers to be shunned.
Finally, it is of no practical conse-
(quence to ns whether Old Testament
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saints understood as clearly as we
do the doctrine of the personality and
divinity of the Holy Ghost. The
great matter is that we know that
the Spirit of Christ was in those of
them who were chosen, from tine to
time, to make Biblical records ; and
that he “testified beforehand the suf-
ferings of Christ and the glory that
should follow.” Weknow, tou, that
“God having of old time spoken
unto the fathers in the prophets by
diverse portions and in diverse man-
ners, hath at the end of these days
spoken unto us in his Son.* There-
fore we have the firm confidence that,
in accepting the Bibleand preaching
the gospel we do not follow * cun-
ningly devised fables,” but deliver
to the world a message which “is
the power of God anto salvation to
every one that helieveth.”
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CHRIST.

VI.

Therefore speak 1 to them in parables ; because seeing they see not and hearing they
biear not, asither do they understand. MaTr, x11. 18,

I F almost any one of us were asked

to give off hand the reason why
Jesus used parables in his teaching
he would be likely to reply that it
was for the purpose of making his
meaning plain to a people dull of
understanding in spiritual  things.
Itisapbtto be a surprise to usto
have our attention called to the fact
that wheu Jesus himself was asked
the same question he gave the very
reverse as his reason. He used para-
bles in order that they might not
understand.  That this was the
meaning of his answer is evident
even from the statementin Matthew’s
gospel as given above when we read
the context in which it stands. 1t
is still more apparent from the par-
allel passages in Mark and Luke.
* Unto you is given the mystery of
the Kingdom of God, but unto them
that are without all things are done
in parables ; that seeing they may
see and not perceive and hearing
they may hear and not understand.”
(Mark iv. 11, 12.)

Nor does this stand alone as the
selitary instance of such a procedure
in the Bible. “The very language in
which it is stated here is but a free
quotation from the commission
given {o Isaiah when he was ealled

to be a prophet and biddeu to spealk
so as to “make the heart of the
people fut, to make their ears heavy
and shut theireyes: lest they should
see with their eyes, and hear with
their ears and understand with their
heart and turnagain and be healed.”
On more than one oceasion too the
Apostle Panl quotes the same pas-
sage as supplying the key to the
manner of Gods dealing with the
Jews in his own experience. Evi-
dently it is the statement of a luw
which has a somewhat wide applica-
tion.

1t is not, however, that our first
and most natural. thought as to the
reason for the employment of para-
bles is altogether wrong. So far as
his own immediate disciples were
concerned his desire was that they
should understand his meaning, aml
understand it all the more clearly
because of these parables.  Not
without suceess.  1lor though they
at first felt somewhat puzzled tv
catch his idea, he willingly gave
them the key to the apprehension of
his thought, aud their subsequent
delight in this mode of setting it
forth is shown ‘hy the long list of
his parables which they remember
ol record. Succeeding generations




in the church have found equal
pleasure and profit in the study of
them ; so much so that they have
heen almost overdone with exposi-
fions which put a great deal into
them they were never meant to con-
vey. 'They have been the delight of
children and have done much among
all classes to keep alive an interest
in the Bible. 1In fact there could
hardly be a more charming form
into which religious teaching could
be thrown.

Nor is it to be assumed, notwith-
standing the declared purpose of
Christ, that even his most embittered
enemies altogether failed to cateh
the meaning of his parables. In
sume cases there is evidence that
they saw the drift of them clearly
enotigh. When for example he had
finished his parables of the two sons
bidden te work in their father's
vineyard and of the wicked husband-
men, we are distinetly told that
“{he chief priests and the Pharisees
perceived that he spake of them.”

(Matt. xxi. 45.) Tt must be remem-

bered that the parable was by no
means a novel method of instruction
mvented by Christ. Similar parables
are found in the Old Testament and
are common in thie Talmud which
reports the current traditional teach-
ing of the schools. They ought,
therefore, to have been well able to
profit by them,if they had taken the
trouble to think them out with any
detire to know their meaning. At
any rate we may be sure that Jesus
would have been only too ready to
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welcome any indication on their part
of u willingness to apprehend the
spiribual lessons he- was striving to
impress on the world.

But just here lay the cause of the
whole difficulty. Except when in
search of something to feed their
spite against Jesus, these Seribes
and Pharisees had no real desire to
know the meaning of the parables,
nor indeed the true meaning of any-
thing that he said. He had taught
them many things plainly enough
without veiling them under parables
or under any other disguise what-
ever, and they had perversely mis-
understood him. The unsophisticated
common people heard gladly and re-
cognized the obvious truth of his
teaching, for he went straight to the
heart of c¢very subject he touched.
But their leaders, dreading the effect:
of his teaching on their influence
and prestige, wilfully put a sinister
construction on everything he said,
and even went the length of charg-
ing him with having a devil. They
were in no state of mind to listen to
himn calmly or to puta fair inter-
pretation on any of his words. They,
therefore, had no reason to com-
plain, if he now threw his teaching

into a form which was to them less

vasy of comprehension or ab least
that required a little patience and
guodwill to extract the meaning
fro.u: it

It is significant that this form of
address is adopted for the first time
by him appavently, at least on any
large seale, abont the same time as
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the wsppointment of the twelve
aposiles. The two things constituted
his practical reply to their, plot for
his destruction and indicated that in
lis opinion the breach between him
and the Pharisees wis now virtually
final.  Henceforth he hoped for
nothing hut cvil at their hands.

In view of these facts it is in no
wise derogatory to his character that
lie should now represent himself as
speaking in such a way asto prevent
them from understanding. Spiritual
and intellectnal blindness is ever the
penalty for perversity. When men
are not willing to see the truth, or
to follow it if they do see it, then
does God ever give them over to
strong delusion to believe a lic. The
responsibility for such an untoward
result is wholly their own and not
his. However sad it is, they have
brought it upon themselves and can
have no good ground of complaint.

So far from having a right to com-
plain, we wmay discern a merciful
purpose even in the form of their
punishment. If the truth is put in
such a way that there is greater
difficulty in penetrating its meaniag,
there is at least for them the less sin
in rejecting it. They are still re-
sponsible for deing so, inasmuch as
they have unfitted themselves by
their own act for the discernment of
it. But there is less of conscious
wilful perversity in doing so. They
have at least something of the ex-
cuse of ignorance and the reflex in-
fluence of their course upon them-
selves is less serious.  They are less
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hardened from doing so than if they
had understood clearly to the very
end what it was they were doing.
We may even say that such a
mude of stutementincreases the pos-
sibility of their ultimate repentance.
Under the influence of excitement
or of partizan teeling men will often
do what their better judgment cou-
demns, and once they have conimit-
ted themselves to a certain course
they find it hard to draw back. They
want to be consistent,however clear-
ly mistaken, ard are afraid of there-
proaches of those whom they have
supported or encouraged in the same
course. But there is always the
possibility, however remote, that by
and bye they may come to a betier
state of mind when the excitement
has passed away,when the party ends
recede into the back-ground and
there is time for silent reflection.
The course that & man will take then
depends to a large extent upon the
degree in which he has paltered with
his conscience and trampled upon his
convictions. The little less or the
little more may decide whether he
will repeut or not, and so determine
all the eternal issues that hang upon
the decision. Tt is in mercy then as
well as judgment that the truth is
not made too plain to the wilfully
evil. And if,as here, it should chance
to be thrown into some form that
even if not understood, may yel
cleave to the memory and excile
some curiosity when the time for re-
Hlection comes, by so much is increas-
ed the chance of his finding his way
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into the Kingdomof Heaven. Harsh,
therefore, as may seem Lhis saying of
Christ at the first look of i, it really
links on tothe prayer which he utter-
ed onthecross, Father forgive them,
for they know not what they do.”
And if ab asubsequent timegis is not
improbable, some of  these  very
Scribes and Pharisees accepled the

115

gospel, we may regard it as partly
due to the fact that at this critical
period  Christ  veiled his  leaching
under the parabelic form so  that
“hearing  they might not under-
stand.”

JoHN SCRIMGER.

Preshylerian College, Montreal.

Poetry.

LITTLE BIRD DOST THOU NOT KNOW*

Little bird dost thou not know
That my heart is full of woe ?
Is thy world so brightand clear
That thou singest all the year?

Is thy bosom free from care ?

-

Can no sorrow harbor there v

Is thy mate upon her nest

Aund her little ones at rest ¥

13 thy life without anend ¥

Hast thon never lost a friend
Never known the bitterness

Of an unassuaged distress ?
Birdie, thou art far too gay,
Singing, singing all the day—
LEvery day and all day long
Pouring forth thy bubbling soug ?
Hast thou not some mournful ly
For sad souls who come this way ?
Oh, 1 fear me, birdie, much,
Thou dost never think of such.
Never hint of shadow lies

Under all thy sunlit skies.

As thy Maker formed thee, 5o
Livest thou, nor seek’st 10 know,
As the swift days rise and flee,
What the future holds for thee.
Singing when the daylight dawns,

Singing o’er the sunbright lawns,

Singing when the shadows run
‘To the setting of the sun,
Singing still in storm or calm
Al thy Jife Lecomes  psalm,
tlappy, happy, happy bird,

I have never seen nor heard
Note of trucer life than thine;

Let thy sweet voice gladden mine !

Ronegt MiyeDom cane,



Niission Erists.

HOME MISSION WORK.

WesterN Mission Fignps AND THE

DOING

IN our last issue we noliced the

nature of our castern mission
fields and the character of the work
doue in them during the past sum-
mer by students from our College.
Here, we shall turn our attention to
the great fields of the West, and en-
deavor to put before our readers that
which will enable them to see the
fields as they really are and to form
somie estimate of the greab import-
ance that should be attached to this
comparatively new field of mission-
ary enterprise. -

The Churchisonly now beginning
to overtake the great work that is
wailing to be done in the Prairie
Province,the North-West Territories
and the vast regions of British Col-
umbia. There are, at the present
time, in all of these places, families
that have not seen a minister or
missionary for twelve years; yea,
more ; there are young people to he
found from twelve fo sixteen years
of age, who have not heard a ser-
mon, and who know God and Christ
only as names to swear by. These
people are not among those who are
in antagonism to the gospel. They
would attend religious services and

WORK SOME OF OUR MEN HAVE
IN THEM.

BEEXN

in many cases are very eager to have
them conducted in their mi:lst.

The Missionary Society of our
College sent Mr. Sumuel MeLean as
it< missionary to one of these fur off
and, up this summer,wholly neglect-
ed places. His field Yes in the
northern lake region of Manitoba
and Saskatchewan districts.  The
Lwo prineipal stations at which he
worked are calied Grand Rapids and
Horse Island respectively.

M. McLean’s experience in these §
new fields was, indeed, s novel one, §
It was truly pioneer work he had lo
engage in and had in connection
with it difticullies as trying, perhaps,
as any our foreign workers have to
contend with.

About the first of June he starled
from West Selkirk on a combination
of steam-tug and scow, called *The
Red River.” She was an old oulii
that had seen better days, but was
as good as any of her sort that ply
in the northern waters of Lake
Winnipeg. This was ker first trip
of the sumner and she was loaded,
to the utmost capacity, with pork.
powder and tar which was to be de-
livered at various Hudson Bay posls
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She was capable of making four
miles per hour, but her captain told
that in her better duys she could
atlain @ speed of six miles per hour,
provided she was going in the direc-
tion of a cuarrent and with a stiff
prairie breeze to give her assistance.
They had three hundred miles ef
wafer b0 cover before they got to
their destination, which was accom-
plished, by making fast time, in 2
little less than six days. The crew
and passengers were of the roughest
{vpe as might be expected, but they
formed an ideal assembly for the
pioneer spiribual operations of our
missionary.

On  Saturday cvening a sirong
head wind hegan to blow which was
to Mr. MeLean a good omen as he
wits looking forward to a day of
carnest effort among the men on the
Sabbath.  The wind kept up during
the Lord's Day so that it was neces-
sary to remain atanchor. A service
was held on board which was appre-
cialed very much by many of the
men. A few of them were from the
Ishwid of Lewis and were at home
with the missionary, who could econ-
verse with them in the language of
Bden ; much to their delight. At
Bull Head the vessel bad to call for
wood and Mr. McLean went ashore
and visited the four families that in-
habit this dreary region. e held «
short service in one of the huls
which was much liked by the whites
of the place. It was the first meeting
of the kind they had had for eight
yewrs and the Scotchmen in the
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audience, rough though they be, were
greatly moved by the truth once so
familiar to them in the days of their
innocence in bonnie Scotland. Al-
though the missionary had only four
hours of a stay at this place the
people were thankfui for the help
they had received from him and the
new impetus they .got in trying to
live above their surroundings and
attain to a knowledge of God. It is
hard for us, under favourable circum-
stances, to realize the condition of
these few families removed some one
hundred and twenty miles from the
nearest Post Office.

A fresh start was made and after
many hours sailing the destination
waus reached. Grand Rapids is situ-
ated at the mouth.of the large Sax-
katechewan River, and is the head-
quarters of an American fish com-
pany which has assumed a Canadian
nawe, and which operates very ex-
tensively in these waters. The only
permanent residents are the Hudson
Bay Company’s Factor and an in-
dividual who professes the Episco-
palian faith. During the fishing
season the population of the place
is made up of Indians and half-
breeds. ‘Their families are large
owing, no doubt, to the treaty bonus
which our Government in charity
gives Lo each member of the family.
This has encouraged polygamy and
kidnapping and fostered the jealous
spirit which is only too characteris-
tic of the Indian. The principal, in
fact, almost the only article of food
ysed heve is fish, They eal it for
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brealfast, dinner and supper,and ap-
pear to get along very well on it.
Our missionary had to accommodate
himself as much as possible to the
ways of the people and does not
seem to be at all the worse lecause
of it. The only domestic animal
known here is a species of dog with
a good admixture of the wolf. The
fish diet would seem to have given
it more brain capacity than the aver-
age canine possesses, for Mr. Me-
Lean relates how it goes and procures
the fish for itself out of the abund-
dance with which these waters teem.

The waters of northern Lake Win-
nipeg literally abound with white
fish, regardless of the fact thal four
fish companies for the past eight
years have been taking therefrom.
Mr. McLean relates that three men
in a sail boat caught three thousand
fish in one day this season. These
fish are frozen at Grand Rapids and
Horse Island as they are caught, and
shipped to West Selkirk, whence
they are taken to the American mar-
kets. This work gives employment
to two hundred men at the above-
mentioned places and among these
our missionary worked during the
fishing season. On Horse Tsland,
which has anarea of some ten square
miles, there are a few permanent
residents. Three white hushands are
found here, but through long asso-
ciation with the Tndians, are greatly
degenerated.

Our missionary had many difficul-
ties to contend with in his work on
behalf of these people. 1t was hard

THE PRESBYIERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL,

to get an opportunity to speak to
them as their life was a very labori-
ousone. The boat hands went to
work at two o’clock in the morning
and did not stop operations "until
night fall.  The shore hands began
work at nine o’clock in the morning
and usually remained at it until
midnight. 1t will be seen that week-
day meetings were impossible.  Ser-
vices were held on Sunday at 2
o'clock p.om.and T oclock i the
evening and were well attended. The
majority of the people could under-
stand English.  Mr. McLean started
w day school for the children which
was attended by twelve scholars,
only three of whom could under-
stand the Lnglish language quite
well.  Reading, writing, a little
arithmetic and the geography of
Manitoba were taught,together with
much Bible knowledge. This was
an ideal public’ school where secular
and religious education receivml
equal attention. The children soon
learned the Lord’s prayer and show-
ed considerableeagernessforreligious
instruction.

There lives on Horse island an old
man who is now eighty years of age,
He was born, and brought up near
the island and has not beeu five miles
south of it during his long life. e
is contented with his lot and would
not change his position for anything.
An old “fiddle” and a pair of doys
are his only companions. He owus
a Bible bhut is not able to read it.
He repeats the Lord’s prayer dailv.
and asks God to keep and provide
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for him. His piety is nndoubted,
and the reality of his communion
with our heavenly Fatherds beyond
question, so far as one can judge.
Ile is awaiting the call from on high
which he thinks will open the door
{0 a better life.

When the fishing season was over,
all had to seperate. Our missionary
conld not part with those poor rough
people whom he had learned to love
without some emotion. His work
lad heen blessed to the salvation of
iwo young nien, and many more

were deeply imprersed. The children
" had been tanght to lock to a heaven-
ly Father. Let us hope and pray
that het work done in this very
needy place by our carnest missionary
may be owned of God to the ingather-
ing of may of these needy souls.

“Plic Church has many promising
wmission  fields in Manitoba,” is a
saying with which we have become
rightly familiar.  But all western
fields, by no wmeans, contain those
elements  which go to constitute
what, to the average student mind, is
meant by a good field. We think
of the new country and her thous-
and thousand bushels of No. 1 hard,
where people go to bed poor and
waken up with untold wealth; we
refleck upon the accounts we have
heard of this same land thickly set-
tled, in some places, with men and
women who are ever holding out
their hands imploringly for 2 min-
ister to come to them, so that their
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higher needs may be supplied,—and
with these ideas in his mind the
student too often hurries West, to
find himself «a surprised “Back-
Baster.”

For these pre-conceived erroneous
ideas which cause this surprise, the
student must blame others in part
and himself in part. Too glowing
accounts of the country itself and
the opportunities for doing most
highly appreciated work for Christ
have, perhaps, been sounded in his
cars, but, at the same time, that
license of enthusiasm is not always
granted whichis due to those engag-
ed in proscuting a new and great-
work. Supplying the needs of the
West is no casy task, neither is it
light work to arouse proper zeal for
this part of Home Missions. If
some have gathered ideas aind hopes
from those engaged in the work
which he finds arefar too sanguine:
rather than grow disconraged, he
should seck the same enthusiasm
and go forward to do the best work
under the most unfavourable circum-
stances.

One of the “good fields” in Mani-
toba is Tarbolton.  Situated in a
fertile district of country thirty
miles north-west of Brandon, and
settled chiefly by Scotch people as
the name indicates, it is a mission
field worthy of the chnveh’s consider-
ation.  Service is conducted at three
places, Tarbolton, Brierwood and
Ralphton, with an average attend-
ance last summer of eighty, seventy
and fifty-five respectively. At Tar-
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bolton a church was erected a few
years ago, and affords the people a
comfortable and attractive place of
worships. At Brierwood and Ralph-
ton the services are still condueted
in schoolhouses.

Mr. F. W. Gilmour was sent out
by our Student’s Missionary Society
to carry on the work there during
the summer. He hada most favour-
able report to present of the progress
of the work during his sojourn in
the field. Suceess was marked in
every deparbment: a larger average
allendance, more hearty services,
larger Sabbath schools and the com-
wunion roll  lengthened by the
addition of twelve new names.
last winter the field suffered a
marked depression because of the
fack of services, but we are pleased
to e able to say that the good work
carried on by Mr. Gilmour will be
snstained during this winter by Mr.
Robertson. a student from Manitoha
College.  Mr. Gilmour seems to
realize how detrimental it is lo have
the work suspended for the winter
months.

* % 0%

Anoather field that should receive
marked attention from cur Church
ak present is the one in which Mr.
M. Mcintosh worked for the summer.
Riverside is situated in soulbern
Manitoba about forty miles south-
east. of DBrandon. It is skirfed on
the north by the beautiful but dim-
imutive Souris river, which, with its
high and tree-clad banks, Torms a
striking fealure in a prairie district.
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In a settlement where the averape
farm contains over three hundred
acres, it goes without saying thai
the neighbours are not very near
each other. The settlers who come.
for the most part, from the Province
of Ontario, are proud of the new
country which is now their home.
The first question asked of a stranger
is “How do you like the country?:
and the second is like unto it, “From
what part of Onterio do yon come™?

After spending a summer in south-
ern Manitoba, and beholding fhe
changing aspect of its broad aeres,—
first the dark brown soil. then the
waving wheat, then the wyriad
shocks, then the groups of stooks in
‘orderly array’, and finally the busy
threshing scene, with its suggestion
of bursting granaries, one’no longer
wonders that the people of the
Praivie Province are proud of the
land of = wind and wheat.™

Riverside Field is of wile exteni
and contains six preaching stations,
at three of which service was held
each Lord’s Day.  The atlendanceai
the various stalions ranged from
thirty to sixty, including adherenis
of several religious denominations.
A Union Sabbath School was carriud
on at each station and was well al-
tended.  The people treated the
missionary  with  great  kindness.
and seb a good example fo western
felds by xupplym'r'um with a horse
and buggy for the summer.

There is now on ool & movemeni
to build two Preshyterian Churches,
oue al each side of the field. If
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this project be carried inte execntion,
all parts of the congregation
can then be supplied with regular
Sabbath services both summer and
winter, and the prospects of the
field speedily becoming a seif-sus-
taining charge will he good. 'The
luck of suitable places of worships
is a great drawback to many western
fields. Where the services are held
in school-houses the tendency is
simply to drift along, for so long as
a people worship in  scattered
groups, having no common church
home with its responsibilities and its
privileges, regular organization and
enduring progress are well n.igh
impossible.

Any friends of *Presbyteriansm in
the West” who would like to bestow
some money where it would surety
do permanent good. wight do well to
send it to Rev. P. Fisher Boissevain,
Man. to be used mmaid of Church
buildings in Riverside Mission Field.

& %k

Mr. Alex. McGregor, who has
fravelled  somewhat  extensively
through the West, was appointed to
labour for the season in the Okan-
agan valley in British Columbia.
This is, perhaps, one of the most at-
tractive mission fields in the West
from the natural scenery point of
view, and is, to an cnergetic man
whose aim in iife is to save souls, a
place  which offers many inviting
features, for the people stand much
in need of the elevating influences of
the gospel, and are disposed to ap-
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preciate the services of a missionary
whose personality is the very em-
bodiment of the sublime prineiples
enuneiated in the word of God.

The physieal aspect of the valley is
inferesting. The lake in the middle
of ik extends through its whole
length and,in fact, beyond, a distance
of some seventy miles. On each
side of the lake there is a belt of level
ground which extends from the
water to the heginning of the hench
lands, a Jistance of three or four
miles.  This soil is very fertile and
is  capable of bearing enormons
quantities of fruit. Lord Aberdeen,
whose ranchis in thevalley, is doing
all in his power to develop fruit
growing. You can stand in the
middle of a magnificent bed of
strawberries from which it would be
possible to gather twao tons of the
frait, and look up to the snow-cap-
ped mountains  whose tops are
hidden in the elonds, The “bench™
lands, as they are called, are on the
mountain slopes that rise gracefully
from the level so0il around the lake.
Many acres of *hese are cultivated
by the hard wmountaineers, but the
greater area is used ax runs for the
large herds of cabtle possessed by
the ranchers. The valley is rich in
gold although it has not been mined
to any extent.  Those. whose supply
of brain substance is below the aver-
age, will find in the valley all that is
necessary to supply this want. as
the hest quality of salmon is abun-
dant in the sparkling waters of these
mountain streams.  So plentiful are
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they at some points that one can
literally “fork them out™ as has heen
said. Mr. McGregor tells of an
individnal who, on an -occassion
when the fish were specially plenti-
ful, erossed a stream by stepping on
the backs of the Hinny creatures
which were so thick in the river,
they could not escape at his approach.
He won't, however, vouch for the
absolute truth of the story.

The people of the place are from
many parts of the world and would
form, in their present stage of de-
velopment, good subjects for psychi-
cal research. Here, is to be found
tho canny Scotchman with a super-
abundance of that characteristic
trait, which causes his neighbors to
be wary when he is arcund. The
dashing Awmerican who has travel-
«l ever four continents is here try-
ing to get along. The M. A. from
Cambridge is also found with his
dog and gun and his pedantic parade
of classic knowledge, with which he
iries to bewilder the more unsophis-
ticated people of the glen. The
passion of the inhabitants, just now,
i< for money, but there is under-
neath their rough exterior and
worldly appearance something that
responds to true gooduness and wan-
liness, and which will no doubt, iu
the near future, bring them to the
level of the hest of our Western
population.

The people iad been membuers of
the churclh at one time but have
been living for some years without
ithe beneficial influences ol pure re-
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ligious thought. dMr. MeGregor held
services at three points in the valley.
These were well attended and much
liked by many. The field i§ o hard
one, and the man who labours there
must be possessed of much tact and
energy in order to come up to ihe
ideal of the inhabitants.

British Columbia enjoyed the ser-
vices of another of our students.
Mr. Angns MeCallim laboured af.
Agassiz, a place abont three thou-
sand miles from Montreal. The Lrip
is accomplished in five days and has
much to interest the persen who is
passing over the great C. P. R. for
the first thme. The mountains of
B. C. reminded Mr. McCallum of the
picturesque hills of his Bonnie
Scotland, but they want that pecu-
hiar beanty which the Scottish hills
present in virtue of the abundanee
of hardy heather.

The Mission at Agassiz isa hard
one as it covers some eighty miles
along the main line. At the mosi
important centre services were held
regularly every Sunday, also Bible-
class and Sabbath-schovi. A Y. I
S. CL B was started and 15 getling
along favourably. Mr. MeCallum
conducted a singing class whieh led
the service of praise on Sabbath.
There wore lwo ontside stations at
which meetings were ield periodi-
cally.

The people ont here are rough in
the extreme although, it is said,they
are nol nearly so bad as they were a
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few years ago. This change is at-
irnbuted to the gospel's influence.
Sabbath breaking, profane swearing
and drunkenness are the rawpant
sins of the place.  Temperance
societies have been started and, in
nnny cases, are doing good work.

During the summer.. Mr. James
Al Wallace had charge of what is
known as the Bow River Mission
Field. It lies to the north and west
of Calgary and embraces seven points
al. which services were more or less
regularly  held.  There are four
stations west of Calgary between the
Bow and Elbow rivers. At oune of
these named Spring Bank o Union
Church was opened this smnmer. At
two other pemts meetings were held
it school-houses, while at the fourth
a private house was nsed for @ sanc-
tuary.  The character of the land,
here, is rolling as it is only fifty or
sixty miles from the Hockies. North
of Calgary service was held at two
poinis ten and twenty-three miles
from the city, through which the
missionary had to go on horseback
tnget, {o the places. At hoi™ of
these places the meetings were held
in private houses as the country is
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Loo sparsely  populaded to admit of
schools. A point south-east of Cal-
gary was visited once a month and
service held.

On the whole the field is rather a_
pleasant one to labour i although
the indifference of the people at. some
points is most disconraging.

Mr. R. J. Douglas laboured under
the auspices of the Student’s Mis-
sionary Sociely of the College on
Manitoulin Island.  'The field com-
prises Burpee, Mills, Brittainville
and Long Bay. The field is in ax
prosperons @ condition as could be
expecied. It is not a strong flield
and has been over-estimated. Many
denominations are represented in it
which goes to weaken any one cause.
At Mills the congregation was in-
valved financially hut throngh Mi.
Donglas® efierts the whole debt has
been wiped out. At Brittainville
the people were very sympathetic
and did all they could to help the
missionary. The field is too large
for very effective work to be done.
Sabbath schools were held at all the
stations.

igo. GruvoRE
Presbyterian College.
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LA FUSION DES EGLISES,

L'A‘l"l‘El" MEON de nos églises de

langue frangaise a été atlivée
au printemps dernier sur une ques-
tion d'une haute nmportance: il sw-
gissail, d'un projet de fusion des diffé-
ventesconfessions évangéliques. Per-
sonne ne conlestera Pi-propos ot la
grandenr du projet.

On sait que la venue de Jésus-
Christ devait marquer la réuuion
dans UBglise des Juifs et des Gentils
el que I croix promet d’élever ’hu-
manilé, par une ascension gloriense,
a Fanité voulue de Dieu dis le com-
mencement.

Celui qui voit” dans la bible une
condensation mystérieuse et ineffable
de la volonté du Créateur: gni s'est
assimilé les témoignages de I'Eternel,
anquel il a fait volontairement la
reddition de son fime, ne peut done
guappeler de toutes les voix de son
¢tre le jour giorieux on la loide
I"Unité, qui est 1a loi de l'amour, fera
disparaitre 3 jamais de la scéne du
monde les derniers vestiges des dé-
gradations de I'égotsme.  Lrinshiuet
maderne aussi sRssocie U ce pleux
sonpir de I'ime chrétienne deman-
dunt. an Pere des esprits la réalisation
de unité du genre humain.  Qulest- |
ce en effet que ce eri d'égalité que Pon
entend retentir de {tonte part sinon
la voix d'un monde malade, agité,

quidemande, sansen avoir conscience,
la venue de Celuei qui a promis dou-
vrir Pannée de Phumanité »

La bible, disons-nous, sonleve e
voile sombre au-delit duguel resplen-
dit le jour sans tin ot tons les hom-
mes, unis par les lois saintes de la
liberté et de Pawmour, ne formeront
plus quun peuple de fréres.

Mais devant la multiplicité des
systemes  auxquels  la révélation
donne naissance, devant les dis-
putes qu'elle engendre, ne semble-
t-elle pas prater flane aux s
casmes de 'athéisme et consoris,
en méme temps quia cet affrenx
eri d'ironie, mille fois répété, d une
piti¢ ignorante et eruelle ? Non,
car la bible ne vent connaitre que
Iunité.  Ne lui imputez pas cetfe
multiplicité de systémes; rendez-en
plutdt vespousable I'homme et 'ins-
trument parlequel il pergoit 1a vérite.

Pour laisser intacte notre liberlé,
pour nous faire déployer notre acli-
vité, parce qu'il n'est pas nécessaire
i Thomme dans acquisition de son
salut de josséd.r la vérit¢ universelle
et absolue, Dieu n'a pas voulu don-
ner a la bible teute la clarté d’une
définition géométrique.  (est ainsi
quen mettant tout & la question
Iesprif.  danalyse a pulvérisé des
dogmes plusieurs fois séeulaires que
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les *® howtes de Diew poussis par e
Saint Esprit * semblaient enseignoer
et qui, en réalité, nuvaient dauntres
fondements que le suble mouvant des
traditions populaires. T raison hu-
maine, dont personne ne savise de
proclamer I'infaillibilité, ne parvient
pas toujours & se dégager des langes
de Perreur, du préjugé dont elle est
enveloppée, et dont a pu I'envelopper
encore la premitre dducation. iies
facultés de 'homme peuvent ainsi
recevoir une empreinte funeste qu’-
elles impriment, & lenr tour sur les
verités quiil percoit.  De [ ce mé-
lange dhumain et de divin, {erreur
el de vérité dans nos systemes; de I
guelynes-nnes  de nos  divergences
que on se plait & regarder i travers
des verres grossissants.  Voild pour-
o aussi 'on oppose souvent 'hom-
me i Phomme, les vacillationsintinies
de a sagesse de Ta chair, alors qu'on
préitend Iui opposer la majesté de la
sagessedivine. 1y aaussi lessugges-
tions de Pesprit de parti.  L'égoisme
de Phomme, tonjours frémissaant de-
vant, le sacrifice, Jove sans doute aussi
un réile funeste & la perception de la
verité; mais il répugnera tonjours it
Iiime droite et raisonnable de lui at-
iribuer tontes nos divergences.

On le voit, la difficulté pour les
Eglises évangéliques de parvenir a
Funité visible ne saurait étre nide;
pent-clle @tre surmontée dans les
circonstances actuelles ?  Ue serait
franchir beaucoup d'espace en peu
de temps.  Cependant, il espere da-
vaniage pent-étre, le vieillard assis
dans la v chaire de saint Pierre,”

tag

quand il prescrit dans le wonde
entier des prieres pour le “retour de
PAungleterre & Punité de 1a foi® H
espire  davantage encore le  Pun-
Awmerican Congress, qui demande la
paix et Punité do monde quand le
chrétien déclare qu'il ne signera la
paix que lorsque tous les peuples
serond rangés sous la bannitre de
IEvangile éternel.

Tout le monde connait 1a solution
commaode de PEglise catholique ro-
maine au probleme de 'unité visible.
Eile a d*abord établi ses conciles in-
terprites des oracles sacrés; les diver-
gences surgissant encore, le pape
s'est fait proclamer arbitre souverain
de tous les débats. Ainsi, un concile
qui gémit de ses faiblesses déclare un
de ses membres infaillible et dis ce
jour celui-ci interpréte infaillible-
wment les Eeritures.  Lunité ne pent
ainsi étre rompue que lorsqulil se
contredit. Sageexpédient,sansdoute,
sl n'y avait pour '’homme que des
vérités de convention, mais il ae
saurait convenir au disciple de la
bible, qui croit 4 I'existence réelle de
la vérite personnifiée en Jésus-Christ.
Croyant au mystére de la révélation
et i Pinfaillibilité des oragles de Dien,
il doit prendre pour devise le précepte
apostolique: * Que volre obédissance
soit raisonnable.” 11 doit épronver
les esprits qul P'enseignent pour re-
connaitre s'ils sont de Dieu, et re-
pousser un ange ou un apdtre qui
enseignerait une doctrine contraire &
la foi. De cet enseignement, le chré-
tien est le juge. 11 doit comprendre
sa religion parce gu’il est I'homme
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de la couscicnce morale.  Haappris
que pourainer la vérité de cel. amour
chevalresque yu'elle réelame, il faut
la voir dans sa souveraine beauté.
Eufin pour lui, la conscience éelairde
par la révélation écrite, cest le sivge
et la sanction du devoir ; ¢'est la voix
de Dieu en lui et e’est fouler aux
pieds Dieu lui-méme que de n'en pas
suivre implicitement les ordres. Ce
sont 1i des faits reconnus chez-noys
puisqiils sont & Ia base du protes-
tantisme.

(ette “Kglise nationale” que Pon a
demandée sera le plus sublime monu-
ment devé jusqutiet & PEternel si les
adoratenrs qui s’y trouveront réunis
peuvent se dire: “on n'atien changé
au eredo de liglise a laguelle je me
rattachals, ou du moins les seuls
changements sont ceux que aurais
voulu y apporter moi-méme apres
une étude uolidienne de Ia bible™
A toute antre condition elle sera un
désastre on tout simplement....une
Bglise de plus. Autre Babel ou
seconde Rome,ce monument de notre
orgueil deviendra le mémorial de
notre folie.

Quelque soit le but gue l'on se
propose, 1l ne sera jamais permis
de courir a4 Tantel de la paix pour
v offrir wne partie. des doctrines
sur lesquelles repose sa foi. La fin
ne saurait justifier les maoyens, car
nous ne sonumes pas chargés de ré-
ussir mais d'obéir. S'l est superflu
de décrire le triste spectacle du pou-
voir de l'esprit se heurtant contre la
brutalité du pouvoir charnel, on ne
saurait trop insister sur ee fait, que
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trahir L vérité pour suuver la vérite
c’est travailler a sa propre ruine.

I importe peu, dira-t-on, quelle
(ue soit ma croyance sur des sujels
secondaires tels que ceux ui nous
divisent. A cela je réponds «quil
m'importe de professer en toutes
choses la vérité. Une erreur,—lv
temps lui préte une puissance formi-
dable-—remontat-elle & la plus hante
antiquité, n’a droit & aucun respect.
ni ménagement, quels que soient l.
nombre et "honorabilité de sesadhe-
rents.  Qui peut déterminer lit tin on
mesurer les conséquences d'une er-
reur,si légire qu’elle puisse paraitre?

Toutes ces craintes, il les a parta-
gées celui auquel les longues veilles,
IPobservation et I'expérience faisaient.
dire lorsqu’il se résumait sur le sujel:
“Nous n'avons encore ni assez de
vertu ni assez de hanieves pour nous
unir.’”

Notre manque de vertu, notre
mangue de lamiéres, voild Pennemi
commun !

En effet, si dans le monde moral
Uhomme est Vinstrument que Dien
emploie pour accomplir ses desseins.
la science, en se vulgarisant, pourrait
nous mettre sur la voie de Punité. 11
serait téméraire sans doute de lui
demander une théorie du mystore dv
Pinspiration. Dailleurs, © de méme
gue Jésus-Christ estla parole vivani
de Dien,” diront avee Adolphe Monad
fous les vrais chrétiens, * la manifes-
tation personnelle de ses perfections
invisibles au sein de lhumanitd
ainsi I'Heriture est la parole éerife
de Dieu, manifestation verbale don-
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née par le langage de ces mémes
perfections invisibles...mystére pro-
fond, mais, nous dit Saint Panl,
“mystere de piété,” et qui remplit
notre ame de joie et d’espérance.™

St la philologie a réussi & gugner
notre confiance, demandons-lui de
remonter Phistoire de la bible, de
comparer  encore les nombreuses
frauscriptions qui en out été faites
par des honnmes inconnus et non ins-
pirés; demandons-lui & quel taux il
faul prendre certains mots ;jue on
dit. avoir perdu leur signification ori-
ginelle dans les plis de ces longs
siteles de téndbres et de mort on
reguait en seuveraine une BEglise
puissante, despotique, ambitieuse et
corrompue.  Demandons-lui en un
mot un Nouveau Testament d'une
exactitude saintement muniticuse,
siti soib pour nous ce quictait le Tes-
tament grec pour les Grees la pre-
witre fois yu'il parut dans le monde.

Ouand notre demande deviendra
effective, Ies causes dedivision auront
perdu heaucoup de terrain. Bt puis-
que Esprit de vérité a promis de con-
duire la barque du Christ, marchons !
assurés que accomplissement de la
promesse 4 notre égard se mesure sur
notre foi et notre obéissance. Rap-
pelons-nous seulement que tout sen-
timent A'impatience peat nous étre
fatal.  Marchons ! assurés que Dieu
saura toujours se tirer daffaire.

Au reste, ces nombreuses confes-

<

siens que Lant de gens déplorent el
quiblessentsifort notre orgneil ne se-
raient-clles pas une hénddiction duns
Porganisation actuelle de ce monde 2
dlaib lopinion d*Alexandre Vinet:
#81 toute la chrétienté ne formaii
qu'un corps compacte, dit-il, forte de
s position par rapport aun monde,
elle oublierait de compler sur la
force de la vérité el sur les promesses
de Diew.”  (Cest dans un mdéme es-
prit que le généreux Agénor de Gas-
parin s'éeriait: © Voici le grand mol.
de Pinerédulité: professe comme tout
le monde ! (Vest fa manivre la plus
siire et la moins compromettanie de
ne pas professer.”

Ames généreuses, imes chrétiennes
de tous les parbis, jetez des yeux
mouillés de larmes sur ies petitesses
des esprits exclusifs, toujours préts i
crenser un enfer pour quiconque a des
pensss différentes des leurs. (Uest 1a
ce qutil faut déplorer. Pour nous,
séparés gquant au mode de service,
nous pouvons ¢tre un, li-haut, vers les
régions de la griice et du pardon: un
dans la sanctification chrétienne avec
ses suintes rigueurs et aussi dans sa
sereine eb allrayante beauté: un dans
I'(euvre que nous accomplissons i Ja
gloire duMaibre en attendant Punité
glorieuse, parfaite, qui doit éclater
au terme de histoire, & la fin des
jours, lorsque Dieu dira : * Que tou-
tes choses svient faites nouvelles.”
Apoe. XXL 5. 5. Cuuoy.
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DEFINITIONS DE L'HISTOIRE.

Luarousse: “ Lrhistoire est le réeit
des événements dignes de mémoire.”

Jo-J. Rousseaw : * Lhistoire est 'art
de choisir entre plusieurs choses faus-
ses celles qui ressemblent le plus &
T vérité.»

Fountenelle:  “ Vhistoire est une
fable convenue.”

U contemporain: * Lhistoire est
unie conspiration contre la vérité.”

La Bruyére nous donne un ‘portrait
au lien d'une simple définition: * L
vie des héros a enrichi I'histoire, el
Phistoire a embelli les actions des
héros; ainst je ne sais qui sont plus
redevables, ou ceux qui ont éerit
I"histoire & ceux qui leur en ont four-
ni une si noble matiére, ou cesgrands
hommes & leurs historiens.™

On dit aussi gue Phistoire est lu
recherche de la vérité.

Ces différentes définitions ont le
tort de généraliser; mais, quoique
contraires, elles ne s'excluent pas:
elles se completent et vivront ensem-
ble dauns Pesprit humain jusqu'a ce
que Pon ait fait le procts de I'intérat
personnel, de Pesprit de parti, du hi-
gotisme, du chauvinisme et autres
faiseurs de gibbonismes.

Toutes reconnues déji par 'usage,
ces définitions recevront peut-gtre
leur sanction dans le Grand Diction-
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naire unicersel du vingtieme Siécle.
Ce n'est pas satisfaisant.

Merci quand méwe, Progrés, «i
cest I tout ce que tu peux nous
donner.

REFLEXIONS MORALES.

1w’y a que deux’sortes d*hommes:
les uns justes, qui se croient pe-
cheurs, les autres pécheurs, qui se
croient justes.  Pascal.

Lrhypocerisie est un onumage gue
le vice rend & la verbu.—La forhe-

JSoucauld,

Sl est heureux d*avoir de fa nais
sance, il ne est. pus moins détre tel
quon ne sinforme plus si vous en
en aver.

Apres Pesprit de discernement, ve
quil ¥ a de plus rare au moude. ce
sont les dinmants et les perles,

(Mest abréger et s’épargner nulle
discussions, que de penser de cer-
taines gens qu’ils sont incapables de
parler juste et de condamner ce
quils disent, ce qu'ils ont dit et cc
qu’ils diront.

Trorateur cherche par ses disconrs
un évéehé; Fapotre faib des conver-
sions: il mérite de trouver ce gne
Vautre cherche—La Bruyere.
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STUDENT LIFE.

The Christmas holidays are nearly
upon us. Each student is now
bagiuning to realize that he is grad-
ually being lowered into the depths
ofthe sessional work. The Arts man
drinks in the wisdom of Socrates as
he sits poring over his Greek, or
perhaps he is getting tired following
Hannibal’'s course over the Alps.
Suddenly he throws aside his Livy
and launches out into song. He
sings io the tunc “Retreat”:—

The Latin tongue is very dry,
Greek’ll almost make one cry,
Hebrew Kal lovks rather queer,
And sounds uncertain to the ear.

One of those boys now studying
the English Poets discovered that
Wordsworth compares his mother
to a hen. Scarcely less observant
was the Third Year theologue who
recently discovered a lake on his
way up the mountain.

We were pleased to have a visit
from the Revs. .West and Mclutyre,
while on their way to Edinburgh.
Both of these gentlemen purpose
taking a Post-Graduate course in
modern Athens. We wish them
suceess. .

In response to an urgent call
Messre. J. C. Stewart, B. A. and
Kdgar. W. Pack have decided to
leave College and engage in mission-
ary enterprise this winter in British

Columbia.  Mr. Stewart was a
member of the final year in theology;
and  although he will be graduated
next spring by our Alma Mater, yet
to sever himself from his classes and
class-mates, is a sacrifice the mean-
ing of which will be best apprecinted
by the student. We  trust the
Journal will find him out in his
hiding  place among the louely
islands of the Pacific. We send
with it the good will of hiz many
friends who wish bhoth himgelf and
Mr. Pack every success in their
work. .

We are glad to have Mr. Ervine’s
stately figure again in onr midst
Like Prince Charlie he was “long in
coming™.

Though =an earnest efforl was
made to moderate the character of
the Halloween festivities, the North
Flat men were unable to overcome
the tendencies inherited from the
father of the race. How sweet must
be forbidden fruit.

We have something new in the
foot ball department this year, viz,
theinterfaculty matches.  We think
this a capital idea as it will give the
boys plenty of exercise of which the
average student generaily takes too
little. However we would like to
see Rugby rules set aside and as-
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sociabion laken up instead. We
would, here remind some of our foot-
ball enthusiasts that the field is the
place to play Rugby and not the
College lobby.

The season for white ties has
opened.  Special invitations are
now coming for chureh socinls.

Our hoys seem equal to the oc-
casion. Much attention is being
given to mustache growing, and in
a few caves earnest cifforts are put
forth for a good crop. In the in-
terests of science we are carefully
wittching results. ‘

The first invitation we have re-
ceived came from the Young People's
Association of St. Gabriel’s Church.
A very enjoyible evening was spent.
We are indebted to this association
for the kind attention given by them
to our lowely students. We still
remiember the flowers that last year
entered “the port of Leith.» We
see Just now an arrival of heautiful
roses from Ottawa, W—r. bheing
the object of adoration.

The Rev. Mr. Mowat appeared in
person and gave us a cordial invi-
tation to Erskine Church Y.P.S.C.E.
Social. A Jarge number of our
boys were present and came home
pleased that they had baen there.
A Jady of an indefinite number of
summers was heard to ask, “Who is
that tall young man with the broad
white tie # lleis present at every
church social that T awm at,” and
there was a general smile all around
at, the betrayal of this promising
divine. )
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A pleasant evening was spenb at
the annual meeting of the congre-
gation of Cresecent Street Church.

The best of harmony prevails
amongst us.  The steward has been
doing something to satisfy the wants.
of the inner man, so that our friends
in the country need not be anxious
about vur welfare.

A few of our boys have been laid
aside fora few days, but happily
they are now all right again. Two
specific medicines have been founl
out that work like magic. The one
is ginger tea and the other sacred
bark. The latter is said to bring
about results that will even eclipse
a faith cure.

The west wing Grand Union De-
hating Club was convened for the
transaction of business as well as to
discuss the advisability of Sunday
cars. Though the meetings of this
very original society are conducted
with great secrecy yet the enterprise
of the reporter was mnot to be
bailled, so for once our readers ob-
tain an idea of the proceedings.
The sage of Avon more than filled
the chair. James the sentinel stated
that the club with which he pro-
tected the privacy of the society was
missing.  The chairman explained
that it had been confiscated and he
did not feel warranted in contesting
this claim. ‘I'he ex-chorister offered
to immolate himself for the public
weal, if music was desired. The
society feelingly but firmly refused
to permit him. The man who had
preached one summer in Muskeks
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was chosen critic on the strength of
his clerical  experience, and Peler
kepl the time.  The discussion was
animated and  cloquent.  Nothing
vould exceed the self possession of
Jolm L. while the namesake of the
Seottish kings declared warmly that
there was too mueh respect for old
usitges, for the Gentiles had hidden
his cane.  The eritic encountered
the Bpiscopal Crozier and the time
keeper was made referee.  Com-
plaints were numerons as to the
rigidity of the time-keeper. An in-
vestigation of the oflicial chronom-
cler was proceeding when the owner
objected. [t was contended that
heing local time it should not be ac-
cepted as the standard and it was
unanimously decided that Peter's
services were unsatisfactory. The
sentinel escorted the discredited
official to the door and there was
riotous confusion while the proceed-

ings were being brought to a close. -

Indications point to a conver-
sazione sometime in the month of
Junuary. A committee have the
matter in hand.

Al the debate on the question that
cars ought not to be run on the
Sabbatl:. . 1. M: for the aflirm-
ative in a spasm of cloquence

said, “ There are students in
that college who have to go ten
miles to preach the gospel. Do you
think for w moment they would
take a car ¥ How do they go 1 usky™
A voice in a back seat, *On a bhike.™

We trust that the sophomore who
went out on the roof of the huilding
to study astronemy will use his
head to a bebter purpose next time.
We would suggest that in fulure
he come in by the window when it
is open.

Does your dog take well to the
water?  Was asked by an English
tonrist of an old Scotch farmer, and
and the canny answer of the Scot
was, Yes if there’s meal in 16 Tt
has been proved to a demonstration
that two of the students in the
Morrice Hall take well to the waler
at any time, judging from the
daily performances of these gentle-
men.  We would advise one of the
belligerents to procure a gun of a
more modern type if he expects to
hold his own against the enemy.

What is the musical world coming
to when the critic at the meeting of
the Literary Society compared a
violin solo to a toad in a thunder-
storm ? )

A MeCarnnen,
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Punosornical axb Lrreranry Sociery.

HE second meeting of this
Society was held on Friday
evening, November 2nd, with the
president, Mr. J. S. Gordon, B. A., in
the chair. The program consisted of
a chorus by the “Glee Club™ and
a recitation by Mr. Townsend. The
first year mencontributed something
toward the entertainment. The
subject for the evening’s debate read
as follows: * Resolved that the
awarding of prizes in our colleges is
injurious rather than beneficial to
students.” Theaflirmative was sup-
ported by Messrs. Geo. Gilmore and
J. A, Cleland,the negative by Messrs.
A. A. Grzham and J. C. Stewart. By
a vote of the students it was decided
the aftirmative had advanced sub-
stantial reasons in support of the
resolution.  In the absence of a
critic, the president, complimented
the speakers on the excellent way in
which the debate had been conducted,
and expressed the hope that the
future meetings -of this Society
would partake of the same excellent
character.
This Society met again on Friday
evening, November 15th. The presi-
dent in the chpir. It wasdecided to
invite the Literary Society of Knox
College, Toronlo, to appoint two of
its members to arrange for a public
debate to he held in Montreal. Messrs.

A. A. Graham, B.A., and M. H. Mac-
Intosh, B.A., were chosen to repre-
sent our Society on this oceasion.
Messrs. Young and MaceCallum
played a violin duet, the ren-
dering of which caused a goud deal
of merriment. Mr. J. M. Wallacee
read an instructive essay on * The
History of Social Coniract.» The
most interesting part of the evening
was then taken up.—The debate for
the evening was, ** Resolved that the
running of passenger cars, including
street cars on Sunday, is never to he
countenanced.” Mr. E. F. M. Smith.
B. A, in a dramatic style opened the
debate for the affirmative. Mr. F.
W. Gilmore for the negative. Messrs.
Leith and  Scott supported the
affirmative and negative respectively.
The speeches showed caretul pre-
paration and on the whole were up
to the usual standard. The aflirma-
tive won the debate. Mr. Sadler
as critic, gave some good advice lo
those who took part in the proceed-
ings of the evening.

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The second regular meeting of the
above Society was held on Friday
evening, November 8th. The vice-
president, Mr. Menangon, in the
chair. After opening with prayer,
the chairman asked the Society to
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elect a president in the place of Mr.
J. L Stewart, B. A, who had gone
{o labor as a missionary in British
Columbia.  Mr. Angus Graham, 3.
A., was chosen to fill this office.
After some watters of business had
heen disposed of Mr. J. M. Wallace,
B. A, read a paper on the ** Need of
South American Missionary linter-
prise.?  The meeting closed with
prayer.
R I

On Friday afternoon, Noveniher
Ist, the Rev. \V. Hay Aitken address-
ed a lurge number of professors and
students of sister theological eol-
leges in the David Morrice Hall. The
reverend gentleman based his re-
marks upon I[sa. vi. Hesaid that the
preparation of that prophet for his
work was similar to thut which God
requires of all lis laborers ; that the
necessury preparation for the work
of saving men consisted in the con-
sciousness that the messenger him-
self was forgiven and sent to do such
a service ; and that, on these two
conditions, depended the degree of
influence exercised upon the lives of
others.  He reminded theological
students that they were not exempt
from temptation, and their only
safety was in keeping near to God.
He warned them against secking
popularity by preaching sermons
that were merely literary produc-
tions, without the Gospel truth. Mr.
Aitken has been conducting mission-
ary services in some of the Anglican
churches of this city, and has just

2

brought to an end a series of inter-
esting and well attended meetings.

* KO

Mr. B. I*. Jacobs, of Chicago, the
founder of the International Sunday
School Lessons, recently addressed
the students. He in a very energetic
and heartfelt manner said that it
was a grand thing to he a child of
(zod, and when once a child oue is
exalted to a condition in which one
can grow. He spoke of growth in
the Christian life as heing an abso-
lute necessity ; but that this was
sadly wanting in the lives of most
Christians. Some had been Chris-
tians for fifteen years and longer ;
vet they say that there is nothing
new in their lives. Mr. Jacobs then
spoke of being called and sent of
God tv do His work ; that John the
Baptist was sent from God and that
men were drawn to him because he
had a message for them from God.
We can go aside from the bustle of
life and speak to God who can talk
to us as no one else. He was con-
vinced that the Sunday School was
the most potent institution in
gathering souls for the kingdom and
that eighty-five per cent of those

gathered into our churches are
brought directly or indirectly

through the influence of the Sunday

School.  Yet the church is spending
seven-eighths of her time and means

in other methods and only one-eighth
in Sunday School work.

A MacGrEGor,



OUR GRADUATES.

The Rev. W. J. Jameison has re-
turned to his labors in Central
India.

The Y. 2. S. C. E. of the Province
of Quebece, clecled the Rev. Wo D).
Reid, B. A, I3, 1., president al their
recent convention in Huutingdon.

Rev. R. Frew, of Birtle, Man.,
spent a part of the summer renewing
acquaintances in the Old Land and
visiting places of interest.

The Presbyterian Congregation of
Thorold, Ont., extended a call to the
Rev. W. A. Cook of Dorchester,
which he accepled, and was accord-
ingly inducted into the pastorate of
that congregation by the Presbyfery
of Hamilton.

Rev. W. . D. Moss, B. A, was
inducted on May 22, as puastor of the
church in Marsfield, P. . Island.

Thecongregation of Cowan Avenue
Presbyterian Church, Toronto, has
extended a call to the Rev. W. 3L
Rochester, B. A, of P’rince Albert,
N.OW. T,

On Tuesday, November 19, the
Presbytery of Toronto met in the
Presbyterian Church, Milton, for the
purpose of ordaining and inducting
the Rev. A Mahaffy, B. A, as pastor
of that congregation. The Rev. Dr.
Gregg addressed the pastor and the
Rev. J. A. Morrison, B. A, the
people.  In the evening a receplion
was held in the school room ; at

which addresses were delivered by
the Revs. Messrs. Mitchell, Mignot,
Cawmeron and others.

The vesiggndion of {the Rev. . L.
Maorin, M. A, pastor of St..Jolun's
French Church of this cily, occupied
the attention of Cresbylery ata re-
cent mecting.  Reprezsenlalives of
the congregation were present, wnd
stated that they were entirely salis-
fied with Mr. Morin's zeaband devo-
tion to the evangelization of  his
feHow-countrynien, and of his Chris-
tian chracter. Mr. Morin. however.
stated thad he could nob go oul ia
collect funds for the erection of the
new church, as required by the Bozrd
of French Evangelization : and ac-
cordingly pressed his  resignation
which the Presbytery reluctantly
aceepted.

On Sunday. Oclober 27th. Alr.
Morin preached his farewell sermon:
and on the same day  the pulpit was
declared  vicant by the Rev. Prof.
Coussiral. B. A, D. D.: and a mevi-
ing of the congregation was called
for Tuesday, November 5th : when
1 unanimous call was extended {o
the Rev. C. E. Amaron, M. A, B.D..
cditor-1a-chief of I.lwrore, the organ
of French Protestantism.  This call
was sustained by the Preshylery of
Montreal al its mecting on Novem-
ber 19th, afler considerable discus-
sion.
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During the summer the Rev. W.
. Clark, of Brampton, Ont., was
warvied to  Miss Thompson of St.
Mary's. On  the afternoon of the
following day a recepiion was held,
at which congratulatory addresses
were presenfed to Mr. and Mrs.
lark.

The Rev. P. . Beauchamp of last
vears graduating class, was married
on November 12, to Perside K. L.,
daughter of Samuel Cruchet, sy,
of I'Ange Gardien, Que.

On Toesday  ening, October 29,
the Rov. J. B, Dobson. B. A, B. D,
was nurried in Crescent St. Church
by the Rev. Dr. Mackay, to Miss
Junet 8. Munroe, of this cly. On
fhe Wednesiday evening previons,
Mr. Dobson was presenied by his
vongregation with 2 purse of gold,
and 2 handsomely iHuminaded ad-
dress : ae an indieadion of apprecia-
tion and of goud wishes for the
fuiure prosperily and happiness of
hiwself and Mrs. Dobson,

The Rev. D, J. Fraser, M.\ B.D.,
is spending  the winter ad Har-
He is faking some advanced
studies in Philosophy, especially in
the deparfment. of Saociology under
Professor Peabody.
<peciality of New Testament work
under the supervision of Professor
J. 1. Thayer, the distingunished

vard,

He s making
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anthor of the New 'l'estament Greek-
linglish Lexicon.

Mr. Fraser preached recently in
the Preshyterian Chureh in Wal-
tham, Mass., for his old Montreal
College friend, the Rev. J. ¥. Lang-
ton, A. M., Ph. D., formerly of
Rockburn.  This congregation over
which Mr.-Langton is pastor, is com-
posed chiefly of people from the
Maritime Provinces, who, missing
the genius of Presbyterianism, are
founding a congregation in Wal-
tliam, in order that they may wor-
ship God after the manner of their
fathers. They have already more
than fifty names on the roil, and in
all probability many more of their
countrymen will be gathered into
their home like place of worship.

A despatch to the Globe, from
Constantinople, on November 20.
confirms the report that one of our
gradnates, the Rev. J. C. Martin,
B. AL, formerly of Dundee, Que., now
of Tarsus, Syria, wus beaten by the
Turks and afterwards imprisoned for
sixieen hours at Fekkah.

Mre. Martin is a member of the
Awerican Board. Hais a native of
Heatherdale, P. E. T,,and has heen a
missionary in Syrin for over three
years,

T. A Saprek.
Preshyterian College.



OUR EXCHANGES.

The first number of the McGill
Fortnightly for this session was one
of unusnal interest. A memorial
reference to the late Prof. Cornish
from the pen of Rev. W. F. War-
riner wis among the contents. There
was also a sketeh of the career of the
new principal Dr. Peterson, whose
portraitaccompanies the Fortnightly
as a supplement. A well written
salutatory by the new editorial siaff
along with the nsual racy class re-
ports make up a most readable issue.

In the *Canadian Methodist Re-
view ™ for September-October A. D.
Watson, M. D., L. R. C. P, treats a
subject of more than ordinary in-
ferest in his article on “The Psy-
chology of Revivals® Rev. Dr. Rose
writes on “The Bible and Newer
Criticism,” and  the Rev. James
Henderson, D. D, has an article
“Has Modern Thought Disturbed
the Foundation of Qur Faith.® The
Review contains some very sugges-
tive reading.

The Missionary Herald for No-
vember brings itsusually interesting
budget of news from the foreign
field of American Congregational
Missions. *The Anti-Foreign Riots
in China ™ are, reviewed graphically
and the courage of the resident
wissionaries is highly commended.
The ** Letters from the Missions™
speak of increased progress and

hopefulness in every
glohe.

The HKuwe Colleye Manthly for
November is at hand. Among the
general contents there is a thought-
fnl article by Rev. Brof. MacLaren
entitled © The Witness of the Spirit
in Relation to the Authority and
Inspiration of Seripture.® The re-
marks that bear on the improvement.
of theological seminaries are timely
and suggestive. © Heretiens” dis-
cusses * Confession of Faith vs. Con-
fession of Love.® The missionary
interest is well sustained by a letter
from Rev. J. Goforth on his Chinese
work while the hardships of the
student missionaries are recalled in
extracts from their letters. The
Mouthly is fully up to its usial high
standard.

part of the

T'he Maniloha College Journal made
a new venture during the past year.
Nine numbers were published in-
stead of the customary cix. This
change is ovne of the results of the
swmmmer session, the extra numbers
heing issued by the students in
theology. TFrom a literary stand-
point the numbers are excellent and
we hope that the experiment has
proved to be gratifying in other
directions.

The Dalhousie Gazetie is before us.
The Law and Medical departments
are well edited. The first contribu-
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tion of the Sunday talker who takes
as his subject, ** Science, where art
thou?" is interesting—curiosily.
But to discover ifs relevancy to
either sunday or science would
puzzle the efforts of an expert. Per=
haps the clue lies in the article—
sentimental love stories and bad to-
haceo have been known to disorder
the faney in that way before. With
the intelligent constituency which
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the fluzelle addresses we exelaim,
* Mereifully deliver us from another
sueh sunday.®

Lippincott’s Magazine for Novem-
ber contains an interesting serial
*In Sight of the Goddess.” Itisa
racy tale of high life in Washington
written by Harriet Riddle Davis.
Some shorter stories and an inter-
esting book review make up the con-
tents of a most readable number.

Poetry.

MY

MOTHER-TONGUE.

{(From the German.)

Mather-tongue,—dear, native sound?
Sweetest, best, the wide world rounad !
Earliest word my ear to greet.
First.sweet speech, which love endears,
Earliest lisping lips repeat,

‘Thou ringest ever in my ears!

Ab, how longs my heart for home
When in foreign lands I roam!

When I alien words employ,

To alien speech my tongue must. hring !
Never can they give me joy,

Nor in words of welcome ring !

Wondrous speech to me, and dear,
Ringing out so sweet and clear!?
More would I than ear has heard
Of thy wealth and glory learn ;
For the Fathers at thy word

From the night of death retura.

Be thy praise forever rung
Lover-language, hero-tongue !
Rise from out the silent ages
Vanished songs of long ago!
Live anew in sacred pages,

That our hearts in you may glow !

Over all God’s spirit goes

Many a speech {rom heaven flows ;
But by me with thanks and praise
Were my best-beloved sung,

I my sweetest thoughts would raise
Cato thee, dear Mother-tongue!

Berlin.

Ronenrt MacDovosatl.



PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS IN THE NEW HEBRIDES.

HE New Hebrides lie several

hundred miles to the west of
the cour.e¢ followed by steamers
running between Australia, Hawaii,
and San Francisco. They are about
1,200 miles north-east of Australia,
and 200 miles east of the large island
of New Caledonia. -

Dr. Paton likens them to *a range
of mountains bursting up out of the
sea clothed with forest and severed
from one another by deep valleys
through which the tides now flow.”
Very few of the New Hebrides ure
as large as the island of Montreal,
and many of them are several thou-
sand feeb above the sea level. Irom
the top of the voleano, Lopevi, Cap-
tain Cook connted seventeen of these
islands rising out of the purple
waters, their fringes of coral sand
glistening under the brilliant, rays
of the fropical Sun.

These islands are of coral forma-
flon and all show signsof voleanic
action. Owing no doubt to this
fact. many are not encircled by the
customary reef. There e three
active voleanoes in this group ; that
on Tanna being the largest in the
South Sceas.  Here also are hot
springs in which the natives hoil
their food.  Voleanie action has en-
riched the soil hut mude the airsome-
what unwholesome.

One canuob live on the beach
without suffering Ifrom malaria.

Owing to thisfact all the native huis
are to be found amongst the trees on
the high ground, over which the
trade winds sweep.

Indigenons flowering and  foul
plants of many kinds grow in grea
Inxuriance, besides various foreign
species introduced by missionaries.
The yam, taro and cocoanut are the
chief food produets. York is the
only kind of meat proecarable. The
sea teems with fish, it is true, bul
they are more heautiful than pal-
afable.  Some are poisonous at cer-
tain seasons, others are so all the
year round. A fish dinner is often
used by a dusky Lmeretia Borgia as
a convenient means of dispatching
undesirable acquaintances. Whale
fishing is oue of the native indus
triecs. Numerous furtles are found.

The mnatives of these “ Sunnmer
Isles of Eden,” as Steele calls them.
are the most degraded savages of the
Sonthr Seas.  They are composed of
two races. The Papuan, who cune
from Africa—a descendant of Ham .
the Malay, who came from Asi-
descendant of Shem.  'The former is
akin to the negro, though smaller
and not. always woolly haired. The
latter is 2 mnch finer type of man-
hood, heing 1all and comparatively
v,

The Melanese are found chiefly in
the more northern of the 30 islands.
and here an improvement in hut
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huilding is ak once noticed. Dr.
Inglis points ount the fulfilment of
the old eurse of Canaan—-+** a servant
of servants shall he be to his
brethren - in the marked subservi-
ence of thesechildren of Ham to the
descendants of Shem.

Cwenty of the thirty islands in-
habited have a population of 70,000,
but, before the New Hebrides became
the traders® prey,it is caleulated that
they contained a population three
times this number. The Papuans
speak many languages, the Malays
hut one. Altogether thereare twenty
different languages spoken—a larger
number than is used anywhere else
in the world, in an equal area.

Though conventionally termed
*naked,” the natives all wear some
eovering if only a bunch of grass
tied round the waist by a string.
The men adorn their heads with
shells, and: spend so much energy
on thispart of their person that they
have none left for the adornment of
ofher parts. They twist their locks
into as many as 700 whipcords, each
of which ends in a bunch of eurls,
resembling a poodle’s tail. 1t takes
five years to complete this job. Some
of the women wear a graceful petti-
conl while others of them: wear two
srments. Bothsexes paint their faces
anl this adds considerably to their
savage appearance.  In their savage
stale the men are always fighting—
isknd against island, tribe against
irihe, Tamily against family. They
sometimes doaway with their parents
when they becowe old and infirm.
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. Their oceupations are canoe-huild-
ing. fiching. caltivation of their
plantations, and the consiruetion of
implements and weapous.

The women are compelied to do
most of the hard work. Many
widows are strangled so that their
spirite may accompany those of their
husbands to the next world. Mothers
often kill their children in order
to rid themselves of the burden of
carrying them while about their
work. ‘They display great skill in
waking their clothes, haskets, nets,
ete.

Religion in the New Hebrides is a
mixture of witeheraft, devil and
aneestor worship.  They have no
henificent deities. The chiefs are
cruel wmen, and as the people have
unlinsited faith in their cantations,
they are able to frighfen to death all
who fall under their displeasure.

Theexperience of wilcheraftwhicl:
which Dr. Inglis had, inclined him
to a more lenient criticism of our
ancestors for their stringent treat-
ment of witches. Mr. Thoms Hardy
in one of his little tales, speaks of
women’s missionary societies as being
one of * the varions appliances for
wmaking happy savages miserablo?
Perhapsif he had visited these ean-
nibal islands his opinion of the feli-
city of savages might have been
modified. For them, the visihle
world is peopled with hostile men,
and the invisible with hostile spiriix.
They live in fear and die in darkuess.

Low as their condition was hefore
the advent of the white man, it be-
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came inlinitely lower afterwards.
‘The European and American traders
first came to these islands for sandal
wo00d, and then for labourers. These
traders were a most degraded set of
wen. "They ainied at the extinetion
of the natives by introducing fire-
arms and disease amorgst them,

The labour traffic arose from the
Colonial Government's authorizing
planters and traders to hire these
natives to work on plantations in the
adjacent. colonies or neighboring
islands, where the resident native
labour was insuflicient. The traftic
soon hecame as bad as the slave
trade. 'The natives signed papers
they could not read, and made con-
tracts with men whose language
they did not understand.  Sometimes
they were sold by their chiefs or
relatives ; at other times all hargain-
ing formalities were done away with.
Men at enmity one with another
were confined in the same hold, with
the natural result, that very few
were left at the end of the journey.
Of eighty hired in this manner, one
evening, only ten remained, the next
morning, to fulfil their engagement,
the captain having permitied the
wounded as well as the dead {o be
thrown over-board.

The horrors of this traflic have
beeu brought to light through the
petitions forwarded by the mission-
aries to the British Government.
The treatment of women on the
plantations cannot be spoken of
here.

THE PRESBYIERIAN COLLEGE JOURKAL.

The introduction of a low form of
of civilization unaccompanied by
Christianity is the sure precirsor of
the Christian missionarie’s suffering
martyrdom.

On the island of Fotuna—which
is one of the most difficult mission
fields in the South Seas—the propor-
tion of Christians to the whole pop-
ulation is one to five. The traders
asserted that-one year on the plan-
tations would do more to civilize the
natives than ten years of missionary
teaching, hut facts prove the oppo-
site.

While the influence of the traders
was the chief cause of hindrance to
the progress of Christianity in these
islands, yet it was not the oniy one
The religion of the people was
strongly at variance with the spirit of
Christianity. At first the missionary
was regarded as a sacred mau receiv-
ing power from a foreign spiril.
Every event of any importance wus
referred  to supernatural causes,
Hence those calamities which hefel
them after the advent of the mission-
ary were regarded as punishments
from their own gods who were
jealous of the introduction of Christ-
fanity. Very often the missionary's
life depended on the checking of
cpidemic, or on the bursting of =
passing cloud. Their sacred men
tao, were roused into enmity againsi
a religion, which by exposing the
impotency of witcheraft, very natur-
ally lessened their power. Then
there was that opposition which is
always aroused in men by a religion




which condems their evil deeds. But
nothing can withstand the power of
human love when sanetified by the
Holy Spirit.

The missionaries in those far away
isles were able to display in thewr
daily life something of the Christ
Spirit, which said, “ Father, forgive
them for they know not what they
do.» This Spirit soon won many
lhearts and changed persecutors and
wonld be murderers into friends,
who afterwards were willing to lay
down their lives in defence of the
missionaries.

{n 1847 there were no missionaries
in the new Hebrides. The latest
statistics show that there are twenty
ordained missionaries and 150 native
teachers, with schools and churches
on twenty different islands. The
Bible has been translated into
thirteen different languages. About
14,000 are under Christian instrue-
tion,and the remainder of the popula-
tion is ready to welcome the gospel.

In 1841 the London Missionary
Society sent some Samoan teachers
to these islands who in a manner
prepared the way for the Rev. John
tieddie—who was born at Banff,
Seotland in 1813, and edueated in
Nova Scotin. After four years of
dangerous but successful work, he
was joined by Dr. and Mrs. Inglis,

who settled on the opposite side of

ihe island.

The mission stations resembled
hoarding schools, in which Mr.
Geddie and Dr. Inglis taught the
men and boys, while Mrs. Geddie and

PRESBYTERIAN MISSIONS /N I'HE NEW HERRIDZES.
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Mrs. Inglis were likewise engaged
with the women and girls. As soon
as converts were able o read and
expound the Seriptures, they were
sent out to open similar stations at
other parts of the islund.

The ten commandments and four
acts of Parliament, printed by Dr.
Geddie, compose the law of the
island. Kive chiefs and thirty under-
chiefs administer justice and punish
crime, while the missionaries act as
their advisers. 'The natives are very
pions, and family worship is con-
dncted regularily every morning at
a certain hour in every hut on the
island.  When converted, these
people hecome very gentle, affection-
ate, and lovable. On their first. trip
to London with the translation of
the New Testament, Dr. and Mrs.
Inglis were accompanied by a native
teacher. This man’s letters to his
friends are highly interesting both
as dccounts of Britain and its in-
habitants from a South-Sea-island-
er’s point of view, snd as an exhihi-
tion, of the amount of culture of
which the savage is capable.

The native Christians wear Euro-
pean costume In a modified form.
They have erected several saw-mills,
and made many improvements in the
arrowroot industry. These people
are sober, moral, and industrious.
They possess splexdid memories and
very easily momorize the Gospels as
soon as translated. Unfortunately
they belong to a race which is des-
tined to die out and that at a no very
distant date.
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The story of the New Hebrides
may illustrate the truth that Christ’s
simplest commands are but an
authoritative expression of those
great laws by which God is working
for the highest good of each member
in the great human family. *Go ye
into all the world and preach the
guospel to every ereature,” is an un-
conditional  command, and un-
questionable obedience to if, as the
direct voice of God, has inspired the
martyrs of our faith. Apart from
the spiritual light and temporal good
that have acerned to thes simple
children of the new Hebrides throngh
the Christian lives spent and lost Tor

them, the story of these lives has
fired the adjacent countries of Aus-
tralia and New Zealand with an in-
tense missionary spirit.  The time
may yet come when the New 1Heb-
rides will be called the Tona of the
Kastern world, where generations
yet unborn in the Great Indian and
Chinese limpires as well as in the
countless islands of the Southern
Seas, will bless the heroic souls who
met their death in these vemece coral
islands.  “Tn as much as ye have
done it to the Jeast of these ye have
done it unto me.”
Isa M. Moxs.

Montreal.




THE ENDEAVOR MOVEMI

Hid fourteenth international
convention of the society of
Christian lindeavor metin the city of
Roston daring the past summer. 1t
was st vastand in many respectsan un-
ique assemblage. Aceording to news-
paper accounts there were met in
convention over fifty thousand dele-
wates, representing every provinee,
state and territory from Alaska to
Plortda, and from Newfoundiand
to Southern California.  Among
them were to be found wlherents
of every evangelical denomination:
men and women who represented
every shade of doctrine but who in
all their diversity of ecreeds found
that they were in the possession of
one common essentinl faith. The
convention was a landmark in the
history of a most suceessful organi-
zaiton while at the same time it
furnished unmistakable proof of a
growing catholicity of the churches.
We are accustomed to  hear the foes
of Protestantism refer to the Re-
formed chorches as o loosely bound
fuderation of envious, quarrelsome
factions. 1t is only necessary to
point. to the recent convention as
showing  that below all apparent
divisions there exists between be-
lievers the cemented bond of a deep
spiritual union.
Very phenowenal has been ihe
growth  of this glant movement
among  the churches.  Its founder,

-
.
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NT AND THE CHURCH.

and those who with him rocked the
cradle of its early exislence are still
living and can scarcely be called old
men. It abtained o wonderful
suceess becuse it was wonderfully
adapled Lo draw into active .service
a piety and fervour that teo long
had lain latent in the church. Then
it was @ movement of young people
and has in it the energy and hope-
fulness of youth. Should such a
misfortune overtake it as that it
shall make oni, a short-lived out-
growth of the spiritnal life of our
generation, it will pass to its place
in history surrounded by a halo of
peculiar interest.  Its friends expect
much good to resnlt from its in-
fluence. Some have gonpe so far to
assert that it shall supersede the
church as the instrumentality which
in God's hand shall change aud re-
generate the world.

What is its future to he 2 Well
wishers of Zion are asking thas
question, with carnestness and with
some measure of anxiety. Shall it
always retain its present form and
take its place among the evangel-
istic forces in the world quite inde-
pendent of the churches? This is
a mosh pertinent question in view of
its present influence and importance

among  the [Protestant denomin-
ations. Nominally it is “for the

chiurch® as in truth it should bhe for
what our age calls for is not a dif-
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fusion but a concentration ot Chris-
tian forces. Still there can be no
disguising the fact that in some
quarters the Endeavor societies are
moving farther from the church’s
control and nearer to a stand of
absolute independence. This move-
ment is fostered in a degree by the
present organization of the society.
Monster conventions are heing
drawn together with all their accom-
paniment of badges and banners,
partially for deliberation of plans
for future usefulness, and partially,
we are hound to helieve for pur-
poses of parade. The press is forced
to do homage to the wonder of the
day and the large cities which fail
to capture a world’s fair or car-
nival cousider they have an equal
attraction if they can secure to
themselves the sessions of an En-
deavor convention. Enthusiasts of
the idea are continually reminding
the churelr of her past remissness
in caring for the children of her
household. Beyond all question the
Christian Endeavor Society is assert-
ing itself in « way that is decidedly
aggressive.  Whether the attention
thus directed to Christiun assem-
bluges i1s in all cases conducive to
the purposes which these weetings
are intended to promote, is in some
cases at least doubtful. Concerning
the Christian Endeavor movement
we are forced to ask whither will it
tend ?  Will it altimately strength-
en the agencies already at work by
closely afliliating with them and
permeating them with its spirit, or
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is it drawing the young people of
our church away from their denom-
inational connection and will it seck
for itself an independent path as the
Salvation Army has done ?

1t cannot give its entire suppori,
to the church under the present
circumstances. The sympathy of
its members cannot now be wholly
in the chureh’s work for the soci-
eties have a federal union altogether
apart from any or all of the
churches, and this of necessity
claims a large measure of their sym-
pathy and support. It has its inde-
pendent undenominational ofticers,
conventions and press, and these
draw to themselves a large degree of
interest. Tn so far as these draw
about them the religions life and
influence of Endeavorers in so far
do they draw an interest from mem-
hers and adherents of already
existing churches.  The smaller
church parliament for the trans
action of dry business is over
shadowed in interest by the monster
muster of the societies. Lust Juune
our General Assembly met in session
in Loundon. About the same time
several bundred Endeavor societivs
supposedly under the control of our
church sent their delegates to the
Boston rally. Which gathering.
and it is a fair question, was con-
sidered by those societies to concern
them most. o put it in plain terus
do the majority of these socielies
contribute more to be represented in
the parade of an international rally
than they do for the schemes of
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missionary and henevolent enter-
prise which belong to our church.
I do not depreciate what many
societies have done for our missions
and for local chureh work, but [
have reason to believe that the
majority gave more attention to
Christian  Endeavor interests in
ihemselves than to that for which
nominally the society was brought
info existence—the work of Christ
through the church. Noy is this
all.  Most nvnfortunate seems that
distinction now in vogue su many
congregations, of the congregutional
prayer-meeting, and totally separate
from it, & young people’s meeting.
It savours of difference wiere there
should be w oneness of spiritual in-
terest. Lt has often led to compli-
cations of aserious nature in congre-
gations of our church.

There is also such a thing as an
avergrown organization which he-
cruse of its unwieldly dimensions
cannot do effective work.  Overture

follows overture to the General As-~

semblies of the Canadian and Ameri-
can churches praying for reduced
ratio of representation to aid ex-
ccutive puposes. But when fifty
thonsand delegates met in assembly
it taxes the ingenuity of even the
19th century to say they met to
plan and deliberate. The truth is
that the Christian Endeavor move-
ment was only the formative stage
of a widespread revival of Christian
interest and activity. There was
needed a stirring up of a class of
Christians whose talents until that

»
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time had been hidden. There was a
great work to be done in utilizing
the young Christianity of our time.
The Endeavor movement has shown
the churches how it could he done.
It has given its matchless method
to the world. As a semi-indepen-
dent organization it has served its
day. What is needed now is the
closest possible relation to the
churches. It should in so far as it
concerns Presbyterianism cast off its
undenominational tendency and be-
come part of the chureh.  Canadian
Presbyterianism  needs what  the
Methodist churches already have in
the Epworth leagues. What the
Episcopal church is fast drawiug to
itself in the St. Andrew Brother-
hoods. These bodies are dealing
fairly by the Endeavor movement
and by their young people as well.
They are giving that movement its
best form and may confidently
expect from it the best results. They
luve developed the Endeavor prin-
ciple and have given their young
people & new and peculiar interest
in the church of their youth. We
have as a chureh treated undenom-
inational movements with charity
and generosity —so much so that
others not so deeply embued with
that ¢pirit have offtentimes reaped
where we have sown. Are we to
learn from that experience ¥ It is
certainly high time.

At the last meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the American
Presbyterian Church (North) at
Pittsburg, this question took form
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in a proposul to make the Pres-
byterian  societies “ Westminister
Leagues.” The proposal was sent
down to the various preshyteries for
consideration: and the suggestion
seems a good one. At the risk of
heing considered sectarian we think
that the American idea might be well
conzidered on this side of the fron-
Lier line. Our own Church has ap-
pointed w standing  committee on
voung people’s societies.  What is
more, thab step has been hailed with
approval by the representatives of
vur socielies. 1 helieve that the
American name would be o popular
one.  Westminister Leagues would
be suggestive of our grand historic
past. 1t would stand for a firm well
grounded faith whose influence may
well leaven the lump of feebly ex-

Y S,
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pressed belicfs that too largely fill
the hearts of some who profess to
be workers in the cause. There
would then be a definiteness of aim
to the work of Young Peoplex
societies for their members would
feel that the church’s great work
helonged directly to them.  The
church would be strengthened he-
canse her energies would be cow-
pacted together and thus more
effectively she could do her work,
This 1 believe should be the future
destiny of the Endeavor movement
and they have the interests of
Christian Endeavor most at heart
who wilt aid in promobing w wove-
ment of this kind.

Hazex T Murray.

Presbyterian College.
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@alks about Books.

MR. CHAPMAN, of St. Cathe-
rine St., sends along with

other books Benjamin Kidd's Social
Evolution. This publication of Mac-
millans is not a very large book; it
has only about 875 pages. But itis
a tiring book that fails to repay you
for your fatigue, for you drop it
feeling that you have reached no
finality, have acquired no definite
hope regarding the future of society.
When 2 man writes a book it should
be hecause he has something to tell,
a message of some kind to deliver to
the world. Mr. Xidd is an out-and-
out evolutionist to whom the names
of Darwin and Spencer are dear, yet
he does nobt deny the existence of
God, while he finds the moral law
to be that of human development.
He is indebted to Sir Henry Maine
for a seed thought to the effect that
Western Civilization is an exception
lo the general history of the world.
From this he develops or infers that
social evolution is not primarily in-
tellectual but religious. His mean-
ing is that the development of society
is not to be found in the lines cither
of general culture or of political
science, but in that of benevolence
or altroism. Here was a splendid
opportunity for introducing the un-
selfish divine influence that has been
contending with . the lower instincts
of humanity from the heginning of

the world and which was manifested
in the personality of Jesus Christ,
the real zuthor of all that is good in
Western Civilization.  Perhaps Mr.
Kidd is an apologist for Christianity
in disguise. If this be the case he is
to be congratulated, for his disguise
is perfect. Like Gibbon of old, he
fails to recognize a supernatural
factor in the world’s progress, and,
whether God were in any of his
thoughts or not, he certainly is not
in any of his words. He and the
evolutionists generally agree with
the shorter catechism in believing
that all things have been made out
of nothing, or that out of eternal
homogeneous matter and blind force
were gradually evolved all forms of
being and all energies of nature and
soul, in either case an evolution of
the greater from theless. The proof-
text *The things which are seen
were not made of things which do
appear™ conveys no thought of
nothingness nor of eternal physical
potentiality, but that of a Spiritual
Being of infinite resources, in whom
also lies the moral power by which
human society is to be regenerated.
The subjective state of mind called
religious, in order to possess practi-
cal and permanent value, must be the
steady reflection of the divine moral
personality more or less clearly per-
ceived. 1t is strange that men will
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doubt the miracles-of the loaves and
fishes, and at the same time believe
implicity in the evolution of right-
cousness oul of electricity.

From the same source the Talker
has received Crockett's © Men of the
Moss-hags, being a history of adven-
tnre taken from the papers of Wil-
liam Gordon of Earlstown in Gallo-
way.”  George Bell and Sons, of
London and Bombay, publish this
400 page novel. There is no more
heroic page in Scottish history than
that which tells of the persecution
of the Covenanters, between 1662
and 1688. Many pens have striven
to do it justice, the most popular of
which among Scottish people for a
long time was that of John Howie,
in his Scots Worthies. Daniel Defoe
introduced its narrative into Eng-
land, and Sir Walter Scott, although
with a somewhat unkindly hand,
immortalized its chief struggles in
his Old Mortality. A great many
tales of the Covenant have leen
written out of the material furnished
by Wodrow, Laing, Burnet, Defoe,
Howie and MecCrie, and in Naphtali,
The Cloud of Witnesses, Faithful
Contendings, and the lives of indivi-
dual martyrs and confessors, but
very few of them have achieved
popularity, owing to the defects in
their treatment of the heroic themes
undertaken. 3¥r. Crockett evideatly
felt it unwise -to re-tell the story of
Drumelog and Bothwell Brig, but his
anto-biographical sketch of William
Gordon of Earlstown, founded upon
historical and Dbiographical docu-

ments, begins with the disastrous
close of the latter bhattle, and ends
with a promise of revolution days.
I{ presents many characters whose
names were household words to most.
of us as children, such as the perse-
cutors Claverhouse, Grierson of Lag.
and the bloody Mackenzie, and the
witnesses for truth. Peden the pro-
phet, Cameron the warrior, and the
women marbyrs of Wigtown. Black
McMichael and other undesirable
allies of the Covenant are also paini-
ed in their dark colors, aud the pub-
lishing of the Sanquhar Declaration,
the skirmish at Airsmoss, the meet-
ing of the United Sociclies, and the
rescue at Enterkin Pass are well toll
incidents. While loyal to the men
of the heather, Mr. Crockett does
not disguise their fanlts, He thinks
little of Sif Robert Hamilton who
commanded at Bothwell Brig, and
he puts into the lips of Claverhouse
what was unhappily an oer-true
word: *'That for ye ™ he cried. *Ye
stand the day. Ye shall be scattered
the morn. 1 ken ye brawly. Amonyg
a* your testimonies there is not one
which any three of ye could read
over and not fall out aboul’™
Therein lay the weakness of the
covenanting armies as did those of
the German Reformers. A wise
commander in chief would have
hanged a few of the disputatious,
ministers, or at least would have
flogged them off the field and out of
the coun2il of war with the flat of
his sword. Then they could have
had their revenge on him next time

ot b e b -
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he went to church. Mr. Crockelt
treats his theme in a novel and fis-
cinating manner.  His young heto,
who is more of 4 patriol than a reli-
gious enthusiast, is well drawn, as
i= the quiet but daring heroine.
Their adventures are thrillingly told.
and the natural scenes of them are
deseribed by a master hand. I know
of nobetter hook inall the literature
of the romance of the Covenant; yet
ene would hardly put it into 2 Sab-
hath School library.

Still another of Mr. Chapman's
huoks is Tan Maclaren®s “The Days
of Auld Lang Syne.™ This 366 page
and copyright edition is published
by the Fleming A. Revell Company,
of Toronto. Nerved to face probable
disappointment after the Bornie
Brier Bush, the Talker attacked Mr.
Watson'’s last and had his fears set
at rest. The pathos and the humor
still hold out and the quality of each
is as notable as the quantity. There
are ten Drumtochty stories of vary-
ing lengths, all exhibiting the char-
acter of the place in many diverse
moods, grave and gay, religions and
secular.  Probably the best of them,
as it is also the largest, is that en-
titled * For Conscience Suke” 1t
tells how the tenmant of Burnbrue.
whose ancestors had held the farm
Yor many generations, was oustedon
the expiry of his lease by a new
English factor of the Earl because
he would not leave the Free Church
for the Kirk, to the great grief and
mdiguation of the Wirk minister and
the whole country side. 'The story
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is 4 very simple one, but contains
some louching situations, and 1s ad-
mirable for its poriraits of many fine
characters which canunot be studied
without good moral effect. One is
pleased to find in this and other
stories the total absence of sectarian
bitierness, to which many parts of
Scotland are far from strangers.
* Past Redemption,” ‘the story of
poor Posty’s failing and his fate, is
in the latter, a purified version of
Bret Harte’s Luck of Roaring Camy,
but Posty himself is an original,
His shrewd evasions of all invitations
to reform and sign the pledge or
wear the blue ribbon are among the
most humorous things in the books
and the climax is reached when, in
the study of the Iree Church manse,
he agrees with the minister that
there is an odour of spirits in the
room, but assures that simple hearted
wman that his reputation is safe in
his hands.  Mr. Watson's literary
repuiation will not suffer by this
new batch of Drumtochty storles,
in which those wio have read the
Bonnie Brier Bush will lovingly fol-
low the fortunes of some of its rural
heroes and  heroines.  They are
marked by no fresh theological
thought, but a heresy trial seems to
be promised by the author, as part
of a collection yet to be published.
The victim of it is to be the absent
minded EFree Church minister, whose
charitable judgment regarding the
future state of the erring but heroic
Posty.had weu forhimin Drumtochty
the reputation of a great theologian.
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A very different work from the
zame bookseller, but published by
the American Baptist Publication
Society, is * How Christ came to
Church- The Pastor’s Dream: A
Spiritual Autobiography, by A. 1.
Gordon, D.1.: with The Life-Story,
aud the Dream as interpreting the
Man, by A. T. Pierson, D.D.* This
is a torribly long title fora handsome
bt small hook of 123 pages.  Dr.
Gordon relales a dream he had one
Saturday night, that he was in the
pulpil preaching, and ihail a certain
stranger, whom heafferwardslearned
wag Jesus-Christ, was preseut listen-
ing attentively o his sermon.  This
dream led the eminent Boston divine
to consider that Christ is really in
every assembly of His people by
His Spirit, and to reflect upon the
responsibility of preacher and wor-
shippers in general which this con-
sideration involves. The purification
of the sonl as the temple of the Holy
GGhost, and that of the church as
part of ihe Father’s house often
made a den of thieves, are insisted
upon, and much is said of the atti-
fude of the believer towards our
Lords second coming. The author
tells of the influence of the dream
upon his own work and upon the
activities of his people in a simple
strain of gratitude.  There is in-
tense carnestness and a spirit of
deep devotion to Christ in the hrief
lessons drawn from the vision. In
the prefaced hiographical sketeh and
in The Life Story, Dr. Pierson has
drawn with u loving hand the por-
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trait of his revered deparied friend.
1t would he most ungenerous to deny
to the dead above all others the need
of praise which generous friends
bestow. and as Dr. Pierson is by no
means alone in speaking of Dr. Gor-
don as u very eminent saint of Gl
and a childlike, honorable, and affec-
Lionate Christian man, we can only
regret that the world has not. more
thal, are such, and that when bhes
do appear they are so soon callwl
away to the npper sanctuary.
Finally, Mr. Chapman has to he
thanked for The Story of Besie
Costrell, by Mrs. Humphrey Wanl,
It ix o shorl story of 180 pages aml
the Canadian edition is published by
the Toronto News Company. 1
contains nene of the socialism of
Mareella nor of the gospel negation
of Robert Elsmere. A vecord of very
humble, even sordid Wnglish peasant
life, with litle of Lhe beauty of ro-
mance or of Lhe dignily of relision,
it fells of a woman's fall through
the life-savings of a relative being
left in her husband’s safe keeping.
She was good-leoking and unt had-
hearted, bul giddy, careless and ex-
travagant, and her husband, a war-
dener and a prop of the Independent
Chapel, by his joint dreasminess and
austerity, was a hindrance rather
than a help {o her moral life. Much
against his bitler judgment, he as
sumed the care of old John Bolder-
field’s money box. Bessie fell into
dobt, and conveniently found a kev
which placed the treasure at her
mercy. Hungry for affection of any




kind, she spent o large part of it in
treating men ab the publie house
and in other extravagances, bub
went no farther in her degradation.
The vicious son of her hushand by
s first wife, surprised her at the
hox and took the rest away. On
John Bolderfield’s return, she strove
{o get her hushand’s help to make
restitution, and after e had refused
to do <0 and had disowned her as his
wife, she threw herself info a well
and was drowned.  Isaae {osirell
repented when il was too late. The
theme 1s far  from  allractive,
lut. the story is simply and graphic-
allv {old.  Like Miss Dongall’s Zeit-
geist, it contains the moral thal a
religion which makes people harsh
and censorions even fowards great
sisners is nol. genuine Christianity.
Many a man assumes the air of out-
riged virtue stply Lo cover his own
maral deficiencies and fo gain a re-
pufation for sanctity thal is none of
This was nol lsaac Costrell’s

He was just and conscientions
according to Tis light, but i was the
luhi, of Sinat and Bhal, not, of Cal-
varv. Yef, such as he are fhe people
whose voices are most heard in the
churches and on the streets. 'The
hest. men and the worst are in equal
dinger of suffering at the hands of
{hese,

Miss Cornelin Horsford, danghter
of the lale Professor Worsford of
Cambridge, Mass,, has published a
handsome  quarto  hrochure of 22
pages; entitled An luscribed Stone.
Xiss lorsford found the stone in

his.

Cise.
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question in Weston, near Boston,
and had it photographed.  She kind-
ly sent me a copy of the photograph
and of her article upon it. The un-
mistakible runie characters ou the
stone are of the same nature as those
of the Seandinavian area, and az the
same Lime, as those of Siberia, Japan,
and the Mound-Builder country in
Awmerica.  The Norsemen and the
Siberians, ele., gave totally different
phonetic values to identical runes, be-
cause theoriginal hieroglyphics from
which they wérederived had different
word equivalenisin their diverse lan-
guages.  The question arises. is this
stone of Norse or of Sibero-American
origin?  As it is unpunctuated, it
can be made to yield sense both in
Japanese, the literary langnage of
the Sibero-Americans, and in Icelan-
dic. Tu cither case 1 read itasa
sepulehral inscription, but unhapply
no irace has yet heen found of the
grave to which it belonged, which,
if discovered. wonld go far fo setile
the question of the Scandinavian
ocenpation of Vinland or Massachu-
setts about the yeur 1000. Miss
Horsford, contrary to the hent of
her studies and her sympathies, re-
gards the Sibero-American as the
beller translation, and, by «a similar
perversity or ingenuousness, to cail
it by a better name, the Talker fa-
vours the Scandinavian.  What the
translations are it is Miss Horsford's
provinge to tell, and doubtless those
who are’favoured with her valuable
privately printed works will svon
learn.
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There are about 10) large oetavo
pages in the Bulletin de la Société
Ramond which comes to me from
Toulouse in France. 'The society is
in the thirteenth year of its exist-
tence, and its great work is the ex-
ploration of the Pyrences. 3. Ad-
rien Plante, who is no stranger to
Dr. Couissirat, writes charmingly on
a supper with Gaston Phébus, gen-
erally known as Gaston de Foix, re-
nowned in the chronieles of Froissart.
The Rev. Wentworth Webster con-
tributes o valuable article on fhe
Cantabrian  Grammar of DPierre
'Urte; Count H. Russell tells a re-
markable story of living in caverns
he had caused to he excavated in the
lofty mountain region of Vigne-
male, where he found himself,
though at a great elevation, as com-
fortable as as an ancient troglodyte;
and M. Gordon gives a list of Py-
reneean plants, with the months of
their flowering and the names of the’
localities in which they were found.
One wonld be hard to please who
would ask for more varied and en-
joyable reading than this number of
the Bulletin affords.

Professor James Fletcher sends a
copy of the author’s edition of the
Report of the Entomologist and
Botanist of the Central Experi-
mental Farm at Qttawa, which con-
fains a great deal that is of interest
alike to the horticnlturist, the
farmer, and the student of biology.

From Lieut.-Col G. 1. Denison”

comes Canada and her relations to
the Kmpire, a reprint from the

Westminister Review. 1t contains
some important historieal facts
illustrating Canada’s wrongs at the
hands of the United States, and
certain parties in Great Britain, and
takes Dr. Goldwin Smith severely
to task for his unpatriotic attitude.
Dr. Coussirat’s valuable treatise on
Christian  Baptism, published in
French by Messrs. Drysdale & Co.
though Drief, exfending only f{n
sixteen pages, is most complete aud
comprehensive as to the subjecis
and the manner of baptism. It is
gratifying toknow that it has had o
large sule, and that it is checking
the mischievous influence of Baptist
proselytizers both here and in the
United States. Dr. Bourinot is the
industrions compiler of the Biblin-
graphy of the Members of the
Royal Society of Canada, a quarto of
79 pages. Many of these are taken
up with the works of well-known
Presbyterians, elerical and  lay.
Such are Dr. Robert Bell, Sir
William Dawson, Professor Dupuis,
Dr. Sandford Ileming, Principal
Grant, Sir James A. Grant, Professor
Harrington, Dr. Moses Harvey, Dr.
George Lawson, President Loudon,
Dr. J. Clark Murray Dr. George
Palterson, Dr. John Watson, and
the late Dr. Williamson, and io
their nwmes many more may no
doubt be added.

The transactions of the Sosiely
for 1894 uare before me, a quarto
of over 780 pages and many illus-
tralions. The VFrench Literary
Section comes first with historical
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papers of much inderest by the
Abbé Gosselin, Dr. Dionne, ex-lieut.-
tiov. Royal, and MM. Roy and Le
Moine. In the corresponding Eng-
lish Section, Dr. George Patterson
gives the history of Sable Island,
Dr. Samuel Dawson treats of the
voyages of the Chabots, Lieut.-Gov.
Schultz describes the Tnnuits or Es-
kimo of our Artie Coast, Archbishop
(O*Brien apologizes for Roman Cath-
olic miracles and Bishop Howley
defines Cartier’s Course. Professors
Girdwood, Bovey, Penhallow and
Maclieod contribute to the Physicial
Section; and Sir William Dawson,
Dr. Wesley Mills, and others, have
valuable papersin that of Geological
and Biological Science. Sir William’s
paper on Palacozoic Air-bhreathing
Vertebrates has an important bear-
ing on the study of cosmology, in
connection with the first formation
of a terrestrinl atmosplere, or per-
haps with the clearing of an exist-
ing atmosphere from its over-load
of carbonic acid. The carboniferous
et is the logical prelude to that of
the air-breathers.  The pathetic
reference of the ex-principal of
McGill, at the close of his article, to
the approaching close of his scien-
tilic labours, is, it is to be hoped, a
pessimist prophecy. Sir William
Dawson is still a man in the full
vigour of life, so far as intellect
goes, and fit for good work in many
years to come. It is not wmeet
that he or any other veteran in the
worla’s best service should leave it
in obscurity and in neglect of those
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who would have heen little hut for
him.

The Fleming H. Revell Company
of New York, Chicago, and Toronto,
send to the Journal for review a
neatly printed and bound volume of
270 octavo puges, entitled, Questions
of Modern Inquiry, a series of dis-
cussions by Henry A. Stinson, D.D.,
pastor of the Broadway Tabernacle
Congregational Church, New York
City. I have read Dr. Stinson’s dis-
cussions, and [ like them. ‘’his
author speaks good English, and
what is more importaut, excellent
sense.  He is practical, devout,
earnest and charitable. He does not.
run with the hare and hunt with
the hounds as a time-server and
please everybody, but is an honest
conservative liberal in theology, a
man who knows his Bible well eun-
ough to put broad foundation prin-
ciples in the place of the Hlimsy lad-
der of ceremonial observauce by
which the Pharisees took their exer-
cise over dead mens’ sepulchres.
Recognizing three attitudes of the
soul towards Christianity, that of
the prejudiced opponent who will be-
lieve nothing good of it, that of the
prejudiced adherent, who has never
had honest manliness enough fo
interrogate it, and finally that of
the candid enquirer, open to con-
viction and satisfied only with the
truth, Dr. Stinson devotes his large
reading, his sanctified common sense,
and his soul conviction to the help
of the latter class. These modern
Bercans he considers more worthy
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and more noble minded than the
prejudiced of Thessalonica. inasmuch
as they search the Seriptures. The
dead scholasticism of Protestant
Lolland raised a great ontery against
the philosophy of Descartes, because
it taught that all true knowledge
hegins in doubt, but Dr. Siinson is
no dead scholastic. To him doubt
is the manifestation of a spirit of
enquiry, of soul earnestness, and the
true answer to enquiry is investi-
gation, sifting of evidence, free dis-
cussion. In discussing the question,
how far is the Bible inspired,? he
so insists upon it being an authori-
tative message from God to man
that one imagines he hears Dr.
Gordon or Dr. Pierson pleading for
plenary inspiration; but, harking
back to, What am T to think about
the Bible? something very different
appears. *Ts the Bible inerrant ?
Certainly not. Did man ever do
anythiig that was altogether free
{romerror?® The manliness of being
persuaded, in an admirable address,
exhibiting ;the dignity of him who
cordially accepts truth presented in
a reasonable and kindly way, and,
ahove all, the condescension and
winningness of God in Christ, not
lushing the world into line by harsh
vnaciments of an external and tem-
porary nature, but drawing it by
greal prineiples of truth, good for
all time and for eternity, into the
way of God-likeness. Dr. Stinson is
a man of large heart and large
mind, and of such charity that he is
never bitter even when he rebukes.

His very language commends the
gospel, and constitutes a valuable
lesson in homiletics. 1)id spuce per-
mit, I should like to have given
some of hisexcellentthoughts aboul
God, the Bible, Miracles, and the
story of Jesus, of Faith and Prayer.
of a Saviour from Sin, and of varions
phases ¢f Tmmortality, as well as on
the Kingdom of Heaven, the Chris-
tian Keligion as compared with all
others, and the reason why God does
not personally convert men. Any-
body can read these simple yef
weighty discussions, and nobody
who does =0 can fail to be profited
by them. As the publishers’ review
slip makes mention of the fact, if ix
right to add that the price of the
book is a dollar and a quarter.

From the some source comes the
Two St. Johns of the New Testa-
ment, by James Stalker, D. D al-
though its original publishers are
[sbister & Co. of London. It isa
somewhat- kirger book than Ques-
tions of Modern Enquiry, but of 255
pages only, and its price is a dollar
and a half.  Dr. Stalker’s name is
so well known i.. connection with
New Testament studies, and as a
writer of classical English in a de-
vout spirit, that this new work of
his needs little introduction. 1t is
not, as one might al tirst glanee
imagine, a higher-critical study of
the Johannine writings correspond-
ing to a treatise on the two Isaiahs,
but a series of character sketches of
John the Baptist and the disciple
whom Jesus loved. An instructive
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parallel might have been added in
John Mark the evangelist who had,
traits of character peculiar to him-
self. Those who have read any of
Dr. stalker’s former books will find
the same charm that won their at-
{ention and sympathy in this. The
fwo biographics are treated distinct-
Iy, first thatof the Apostlein twelve,
discourses, then that of the Baptist
in seven.  Whatever profane history
and ecclesiastical tradition have fur-
nished to illustrate the careers of
thetwo men, the preacher has grace-
fully woven into the threads of his

diseourses.  I'n treating of the com-
position  of the  Revelation, Dr.

Stalker follows  Theophylact and
ihe Syriac version In making the
apostle’s banishment to Patmos fall
in the reign of Nero. 'The general
tradition of the church sets ik al-
most. Lwenty years later, or in the
reign of Domitian, and thus soma
time after the fall of Jerusalem.
The chapler or discourse on John's’
hesetling sinof pride is worthy of
attenfion and full of instruction.
The destructive example of Elijah
quoted by James and him, when
they desired to call down fire on the
inhospitable Samaritan  village, is
said by the writer to belong to the
spirit, of the old dispensation which
was legal and stern, and to he in-
consistent. with Christ's dispensation
of love and salvation.  Any candid
thinker, who knows that the heart
of God is the same all through the
ages, will perceive that this state-
went does not go far enough to
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satisfy the fruih, but Dr. Stalker
prefers Lo help the canse of truth by
positive suggestion within the lines
of orthodoxy rather than by logical
negations of cherished yel untenable
heliefs. 1t is the safer course, but
the process by which it will arouse

the Christian  world to earnest
thought concerning the Divine

Character will necessarily be a slow
one. Doubtless the anthor is right
in rejecting the fable about St
Jolm and the gnostic Cerinthus at
Ephesus as inconsistent with the
character of him who had been
taught many a lesson in  divive
judgments, and who preached in-
cessantly, *Little children, love one
another.” In the story of John the
Baptist, he dwells upon the diversity
of the ministrations of the gospel as
iNustrated in the contrast between
his life and thal of Jesus, compares
their teaching, and exhibits the
superior dignity of the child in
Christ’s Kingdom to that of the
greatest- prophet before it came.
How little those who juggle with
holy writ, employing it promiscu-
ously as a eharm or talisman, with-
out regard to its progressive devel-
opment from feeble dawn to noon-
day, appreciate our bLord’s decided
words on this last point.  Dr. Stalk-
er believes in the temporary celipse
of the Baptist’s faith which T have
heard more than one preacher try
to explain away, and he notes the
gracions manner in which Christ
dealt with his doubts hegotien of
distress.  Blessed the man who
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even through distress has achieved
the dignity of a soul that wrestles
into light and sure conviction. 1t
is not likely that the two St. Johns
wus written currente calamo; it is
too carefully penned for that. But
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it i3 on that account all the more
easy and pleasant to read. and is
caleulated to captivate the attention
and instruct the heart, which holds
instraction longer than the mind
and makes a more practical use of it.
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Principal Peterson :

*I'is now forty years since Metiill
University, then in her day of simall
things, enfered upon an era of re-
markable progress under the guid-
ance of Sir William Dawson, to
whose influence and exertions the
present prosperous condition of that
institution are in no small degree
due. The * gentle scholar knight,”
whose name has long been a house-
hold word throughout Canada, is
now engaged in collecting and ar-
ranging in  permanent form the
results of the researvches of a busy
life ; while the labor and responsi-
nility connected with the Principal-
ship of the great Canadian Univer-
sity, in the development of which he
has had so large a part, have fallen
upon the shoulders of his worthy
successor, Dr. Peterson.

Our College is so intimately asso-
cinted with McGill University, that
her good fortune must ever he mak-
ler of gratulation to us. Conse-
yuently we have felt great pleasure
in observing the manner in which
Dr. Peterson has entered upon the
discharge of his functions as Prinei-
pal. He has already made his influ-
ence felt in his new sphere of labor,
and is fast winning for himself a
place in the esteem and affection of
all those who are interested in the

welfare of * Old McGill.”

Dr. Peterson’s past achievements
justify high expectations.  Afteran
exceptionally brilliant studenteareer,
he entered, at the age of twenty-five,
upon the Principalship of Univer-
sity College, Dundee ; which posi-
tion he filled for thirtcen years with
conspicnous ability. As Sir Willian
Dawson is eminent in Science, so Dr.
Peterson is deeply versed in elassical
lore, and under his regime we anti-
cipale that liferary studies in the
University will receive such an im-
petus as scientilic studies did under
that of his venerable predecessor.

1t remains only fo add that Prin-
cipal Peterson is a Scotchman and a
Presbyterian.

CEEE I
The Sultan and the Poivers:--.

‘The desperate condition of things
usually atiendant upon a civil and
religious war, now exists and grows
daily worse in the Otfoman terri-
tory. The amount of property
plundered, the number of A rmenians
and  Christian missionaries mas-
sacred, the extent of destitution
among the mothers, wives and chil-
dren of those who were slain can, as
yet. be only a matter of conjecture.
Over thirteen thousand Armenians,
it has been estimated, have been
slain in the provinces ; and, accord-
ing to a recent despatch from Dr.
Dwight of the Bible House Mission
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of Coustantivople, a very much
larger number than this are destitute
of the common neecessaries, of life.
Whatever the immediate causes of
this outhreak may have been, and
the Mohammedan seems to have hiad
some- provoecation, it can no longer
he doubted that the Sultan, while
pretending to the powers to be car-
rying out the promised reforms, is
openly tolerating and secretly pro-
moting a systematic persecution of
his Christian subjects. Whal the
final issue of this misrule will be, no
one can at present venture to pre-
dict. The words of Lord Salishury
uttered a few weeks ago, seemed
significant to the degree of a threat,
and, although it was tolerably cer-
{ain that peace would not be restored
under the administration of the Sul-
tan, no one doubted but that the
Powers intended to tuke united ac-
tion to secure this end. Butas time
goes on and nothing is being done
o relieve the embarrassment of the
situation, there is a growing sus-
picion abroad that this great confed-
eration of Christian nations is less
concerned about the extermination
of the Armenians than the profit
the occasion may afford.  In fact, it
is now generally considered that the
agreement to acy only in concert
was a strategy of these who are jeal-
ous of Great Britain’s influence, by
which they may check her aggres-
sion in that much coveted key to the
East. By allowing herself to be
drawn into this agreement, Greal
Britain has forfeited the privileges
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by which, according to the Berlin
Treaty of 1878, she was to preserve
the integrity of the Turkish Empire
and to see that the reforms were
carried out.

At what price this lost advantage
can he regained, if at all, remains to
be seen. Meanwhile, she has no
suflicient reason for acting indepen-
dently of her Allies and, if we may
helieve that *she has gone to the
limits of prudence in her desire to
effect substantial reforms,” it only
remains that she should use her in-
fluence to remove a tyrant who has
been a continual menace to the peace
of Kurope, and seek to redress the
grievances and relieve the exigen-
cies of her helpless brethren in a
fand already red with their bload.
The Financial Agency :—-

It is now well on towards twenty
years since Dr. Warden became
Treasurer of the College as well as
of the Board of French Evangeliza-
tion. When the last General As
sembly offered him the chief finan-
cial ageney of the chureh as succes-
sor to Dr. Reid in Toronto, it showed
a just appreciation of the marked
cnergy and business ability wiih
which during all that time he las
administered the funds entrusted o
him. But it was with some auxiely
the friends of the College feared the
possibility of his removal from
Montreal, owing to the difticulty of
finding any other equally suitable o
replace him. That anxiety, we are
happy to say, bas been set at rest in
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the meantime hy the assurance that
he has decided to remain here.
However, we should be glad tosee
the Chureh get the fullest henefit of
his services, aind we see no good rea-
son why he might not continue to
oceupy his present position and at
the same time meet the wishes of
the Assembly as to the larger work.
With the necessary clerieal assis-
fance snel as can easily be secured,
he could manage all the funds of the
chureh now uuder Dr. Reid's care,
except the Knox College funds, in
addition o what he has now, and
manage them as easily from Mont-
real as from Toronto. Montreal is
the most advantageous point for the
direction of all other kinds of busi-
ness affecting the whole Dominion,
and bug for the unfortunate incident
of the burning of the Parliament
Buildings in 1847, it would have
heen the political as well as the com-
mercial capital to-day. With the
chief financial agency of the Church
al, Montreal, it wonld be possible to
make our Church really one in the
administration of its main funds.
The present arrangemeut makes it
necessary to have two Home Mission
Committees, two A ugmentation Com-
mittees, two Foreign Mission Com-
wittees, two Committees for the
Widows' and Orphans’ Funds and
{wo for the Aged and Infirm Minis-
{ers’ Fund.  Tn fact, the benefit of
the Union of 1875 has been largely
nullified by the mistaken policy of
putting the chief agency in Toronto.
A good opportunity is offered for

J

rectifying the blander thea made.
It is to be hopéd the Church will
avail herself of it.  "Thisis no selfish
abtempt to claim for Montreal
position that might increase its im-
portance in chureh affairs, but sound
business policy such as will appeal
to the common sense of every busi-
ness man. If sectional feeling,
either east or west, prevails against
ity as it may, the Church will long
have cause to regret ity and in the
end be compelled 1o adopt this pol-
icy, when perhaps it will be too late
to derive the full advantage of doing
s0.  Let some of our business elders
take the matter up in an earnest,
practical way, and we feel sure the
Church as a whole will respond.
E I

Spelling Reform :—.

From time to time the question of
*fonetik vrefawrm™ is brought before
the public. Oceasionally an Eduea-
tional Journal renders itself ridicu-
lous by printing a few columns after
the ideal manner of the reformers.
Opinions  of  various great and
learned men that seem to fauvor the
fad are again and again retailed.
The fact that children in our sechools
must spend years of weary toll in
mastering the orthography of their
own language, is lamented. The
difficulty, which the anomalies of
the lnglish tongue place in the way
of its being acquired by foreigners,
is represented as retarding the time
when that specch shall be universal,
and as being therefore a clog upon

the wheels of the world’s progress.
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For these reasous the public are
called upon to adopt phonetic re-
form : but having heard the demand
and having learned the arguments
upon which it is hased, the public
corlinue the even tenor of their way.
The things that have been, are, and
we lrust, shall be.

We entertain the wish we have
expressed for several reasons.  In the
first place, onur sense of the fitness
of things causes us to shrink from
following even the more moderate
reformers in writing beuty, skul,
leag, prolog. hopt, ete. ; and further,
we fear that the danger of our he-
coming dyspeptic would be much
increased, if we were compelled each
morning to look npon a bill of fare
headed Brekfast. In the second place,
we have no desire to see that literary
wealth whieh we find stored up in the
forms of words blotted ont, for we be-
lieve, with Archibishop Trench, that
there is no conceivable method “of so
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effectnally defucing and barbarizing
our linglish tongue, of practically
emptying it of all the hoarded wit,
wisdom, imagination, and history
which it contains, of culting the
vital nerve which connects its pres-
ent with its past, as the introdue-
tion of the scheme of phonetic spell-

ing,” which finds so many zealous
advocates.  Finally, we have been

accustomed {o look upon our lang-
wage as a living growth governed hy
laws of its being, and we have no
wish to change it for a “ machine
made ™ tongue.

Indeed, when we consider with
what difficulty new words have been
introduced into vurspeech, and what
failure has ever attended attempis
to control the development of lan-
guage, we feel safe in concluding
that spelling reformers shall be com-
pelled to be content with such mod-
crate and gradual changes in that
direction as time shall sanction.

——@o»——-—o@@———«»——




