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1886 - 1900



Editorial

N THE Annual Revolver Compettion for the year 1934 four members of

the Force tied for first place with the scores of 237; a very fine
performance.

The Commissioner has ruled that these four Non-Commissioned
Officers, Sergeant J. D. O’Connell, Sergeant A. Ford, A/Sergeant F. H.

Fenton and A/Sergeant D. E. Forsland, are to fire the practice
The Annual again before the end of May, 1935, to determine the winner
Revolver  of the Connaught Cup for 1935. The winner will also be
Practice awarded the revolver which has been donated by Colonel
Maynard Rogers for competition in 1934, in memory of

the late Inspector T. Wattam.

In this shoot-off two competitors will use the Colt .45 and the other
two will shoot with a Colt .455. There is a popular misconception that those
using the .45 revolver are handicapped. This matter was enquired into
recently, and it has been ascertained definitely that difference in the shock
of recoil in these two revolvers is so slight that only a delicate electrical
instrument can detect it.

* * *

At the present time most people regard finger printing as a kind of

trick played exclusively on criminals or suspected criminals. While this

science does serve an exceedingly useful and helpful purpose in
Finger the detection of crime, there is a feeling that, if the system
Printing  was really understood by the community at large, its uses could

be extended considerably. With a view to removing some of
the misconceptions commonly entertained about finger printing, an article
is published in this issue by Staff Sergeant Butchers, who has been identified
with this work for twenty years. He shows some of the uses to which the
method could be adapted quite apart from the detection of crime. The
Finger Print Bureau in Ottawa is well worth a visit. It is extremely well
equipped, the latest available appliances, consistent with reasonable economy,
have been purchased and everything possible is being done to make the

service thoroughly efficient.
* % *

A picture of the R. C. M. Police Detachment at Lake Harbour is
published in this issue. This Detachment is in what is generally referred
to as the Eastern Arctic District. It is situated in the
Lake Harbour centre of the South shore of Baffin Island (usually called
Detachment  “Sunny Baffin”) on the Hudson Strait.
The Detachment is built about one-third of the way up
a steep rocky slope, which runs down to the water’s edge at the head of a
big bay. Approaching this site, from the sea, the Detachment looks some-
thing like the lay out of a lighthouse. The buildings are all painted a light
grey with black roofs and a white flag pole. They are connected by neatly
arranged walks flanked with nicely whitewashed stones. All the buildings
and a good wharf have been erected by members of the Police who have been
stationed at Lake Harbour. There are no natural advantages of any sort or
kind surrounding the Detachment, the attractive appearance of which is due
entirely to the work performed by members of the Force. It is regarded
as one of the show places of the Eastern Arctic.

[3]



Commissioner L. W. Herchmer
1886 - 1900

HEN CoLONEL IRVINE retired as Commissioner of the N. W. M.

Police, the authorities at Ottawa decided that his successor must,

above all things, be a man who would enforce discipline rigidly.
Their choice fell on Lawrence William Herchmer, who had had no previous
association with the Force.

Colonel Herchmer was born at Shipton on Cherwell in England on
25th April, 1840. His father was Rev. William Macaulay Herchmer, who
came of United Empire Loyalist stock and was Chaplain to the Bishop of
Bristol and Rector of St. George’s Cathedral, Kingston. The new Commis-
sioner was educated at a school at Henley on Thames and later went to
Trinity College, Toronto, and to the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich.
At the age of seventeen he was given a Commission as Ensign in the 46th
Regiment (now the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry). With his regiment
he went to India, a voyage which took sixty days in a sailing vessel owing to
being becalmed en route. After a stay of two or three years there his
Regiment was moved to Cork, Ireland, and while there he acted as Musketry
Instructor. In 1862 he sold his Commission and came to Canada. He
inherited some property near Kingston, Ont., where he farmed and kept
race horses for ten years.

In 1866 Colonel Herchmer married Miss Mary Sherwood, who also was
descended from the United Empire Loyalists. She was the daughter of
Henry Sherwood, the first Attorney General of Upper Canada. It was in
Henry Sherwood’s office that Sir John A. MacDonald studied law.

In 1872 Colonel Herchmer was appointed Commissariat Officer on the
Boundary Commission. He stayed with them till their work was concluded
in 1874. Later he built and operated the first Brewery erected in Winnipeg.
In 1876 or 1877 he was appointed Indian Agent at “Bielli” and had jurisdic-
tion over the agencies at Fort Pelly, Fort Walsh, Riding Mountain, Fort
Ellis and others. He was appointed Commissioner of the Rebellion Losses
in 1885 and his next appointment was Commissioner of the N. W. M. Police,
which office he assumed on 1st April, 1886.

Colonel Herchmer commenced at once to make changes, and during his
régime many of the innovations for which he was responsible proved to be
of real benefit to members of the Force. He it was who persuaded the
Government to establish a pension scheme for the Non-Commissioned Officers
and men. This gave stability to a career in the Police which could have
been secured in no other way. The knowledge that they had a number of
years service behind them, which counted towards pension, has proved the
means of retaining in the Force the services of some splendid men, who
might otherwise have been enticed away to more remunerative positions in
civil life. He believed a recruit’s first impressions of Regina should be
reasonably pleasant and commenced to brighten up the barracks. He per-
mitted beer to be sold in the Canteens, reasoning that many of the men
would probably drink somewhere, so it would be vastly preferable to have
them consuming beer in barracks rather than whiskey in the bars. A system

[tas]
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of kit compensation was introduced whereby a man who took good care of
his clothes was able to benefit financially. A Riding School was erected in
Regina, a place of which most recruits from that time onwards were to retain
many vivid impressions.

The Force was poorly mounted, due to the necessity of purchasing
horses which were unsuitable just before and during the rebellion. Horses
of better quality were bought and their numbers were increased. New
standing orders for the Force were issued; these were really the fore-runners
of that much discussed volume, Rules and Regulations. A drill book, which
also contained some elementary rules of veterinary practice, was published.
For the first time, men were allowed to purchase their discharge for good
reasons. The Enfield Revolvers, with which the Force was armed, were
suitable for all requirements, but the Winchester Carbines were unsatis-
factory; they were liable to get out of order and break off at the Stock.
The Lee-Metford carbine was introduced and was found to be a great improve-
ment. Rifle and Revolver practice was encouraged in all Divisions and inter-
Divisional matches were promoted whenever possible. Men were urged to
compete in Dominion and Northwest Rifle League matches, in which they
obtained their full share of prizes. A regular system of patrols was
inaugurated and settlers who were visited were asked to sign a patrol sheet.

The Commissioner failed honourably in endeavouring to secure for his
men beds to take the place of the wooden planks and trestles on which
they slept.

Colonel Herchmer had definite views on the type of man he wanted to
see coming into the Force. About this time there was a great variety of
men in the ranks. In his book, “Trooper and Red Skin in the Far North
West”, J. G. Donkin wrote:

“After having been about two months in the corps, I was able to form
some idea of the class of comrades among whom my lot was cast. I discovered
that there were truly ‘all sorts and conditions of men’. Many I found, in various
troops, were related to English families in good position. There were three men
at Regina who had held commissions in the British service. There was also an
ex-officer of militia, and one of volunteers. There was an ex-midshipman, son
of the Governor of one of our small Colonial dependencies. A son of a major-
general, an ex-cadet of the Canadian Royal Military College at Kingston, a
medical student from Dublin, two ex-troopers of the Scots Greys, a son of a
captain in the line, an Oxford B.A., and several of the ubiquitous natives of
Scotland, comprised the mixture. In addition, there were many Canadians
belonging to families of influence, as well as several from the backwoods who
had never seen the light till their fathers had hewed a way through the bush
to a concession road. They were none the worse fellows on that account,
though. Several of our men sported medals won in South Africa, Egypt, and
Afghanistan. There was one, brother of a Yorkshire baronet, formerly an
officer of a certain regiment of foot, who as a contortionist and lion-comique,
was the best amateur I ever knew. There was only an ex-circus clown from
Dublin who could beat him. These two would give gratuitous performances
nightly, using the barrack-room furniture as acrobatic ‘properties’.

“A further illustration of the composite character of the Mounted Police
was afforded during the Earl of Aberdeen’s term of office as Governor-General.
While on a visit to the north-west, his Lordship stopped at Fort Macleod, and
the Police trooper who was sent down from the barracks with his mail proved
to be his own nephew.”
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During Colonel Herchmer’s tenure of office the Force had to deal with
a number of important cases such as that of “Almighty Voice” and “Char-
coal”. Inspector Constantine won distinction by the masterly manner in which
he laid the foundations for the enforcement of law and order in the Yukon.
The Indians were definitely won over to the side of the Police and were
willing to help and not hinder their operations. Inspector Sanders wrote in
a most appreciative manner of the assistance given to him by a number of
Indians in the difficult “Charcoal” case.

Conditions throughout the country were constantly changing. It was
the Commissioner’s duty to see that the Force under his command was
trained to be adaptable. The men had to be able to meet the requirements
brought about by the opening up of a new country. At this date it does
not seem too much to say that the Force as at that time constituted discharged
their difficult duties supremely well. Present day members of the Police
would like to think that they could face new situations and assume fresh
obligations with as much satisfaction to the Government and credit to
themselves as these “old-timers” did.

As the end of the century approached, the Force had attained a higher
standard of efficiency and smartness than had ever before been achieved.
Under Colonel Herchmer’s command, all likelihood of any further Indian
uprisings had faded away, the Indians were settling down nicely, crime
conditions were normal and the Yukon had been conquered. One of the
Liberal Party’s papers made this comment:

“Amidst all the corruption that has been charged against both Liberal and
Conservative Governments and amidst all the incompetency against all the
Departments of these Governments, there stands out clear and distinct one
Department against which neither corruption nor incompetency has ever been
charged, and that is the North-West Mounted Police. It is the clearest, cleanest
and best part of the Canadian Service. In our opinion it was a great mistake
ever to have taken the government of the Yukon away from the Police, and
we believe no great mistake would be made today (Aug. 17, 1898) in restoring
it to them. We feel certain that with the restoration of power to them, all
scandals and rumors of scandals would come to an end. For the sake of the
good name of Canada, either the corruption in the Yukon or the charges of
corruption should be stopped, and we feel like handing it over to the Police
to stop it.”

Then came the South African War. Among the first to volunteer for
service overseas was Commissioner Herchmer. He wrote to the Prime
Minister, pointing out that during fourteen years service in supreme com-
mand of the Force he had had but two weeks leave. He asked for six
months leave of absence to enable him to proceed to South Africa. His
request was granted. Superintendent Steele, who had been selected to
organize a regiment of Mounted Rifles, graciously made way for his superior
officer and Colonel Herchmer sailed -for South Africa.

When he returned to Canada, Colonel Herchmer was retired to pension
on 1Ist August, 1900, and Superintendent A. Bowen Perry was appointed
Commissioner of the N. W. M. Police.

Colonel Herchmer, from the day of his appointment, displayed an
intense loyalty to the Force. He was a very energetic man and a good
organizer, whose all consuming desire was to make the Force second to none.
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To this end he strove continuously. No matter concerning the efficiency of
the Force or the welfare of his men was too small to receive his interested
attention. He backed his men up nobly when he thought they were in the
right. The innovations for which he was directly responsible were good.
It must be admitted that he made some enemies by the outspoken way in
which he voiced his very decided opinions, and by his disinclination to adopt
any course which he considered inimical to the interests of the Force.

It has been rightly said that he who never makes mistakes never makes
anything. If Colonel Herchmer made some mistakes, he left behind him
a record of accomplishment which is a lasting tribute to his industry and
singleness of purpose. He enjoyed the full support of some splendid Officers,
Non-Commissioned Officers and men. At the time of his retirement the
Force was a more efficient unit than it was when he took over command.
This does not mean any disparagement of those who had gone before. Far
from it. To their admirable example, those who followed after owed a great
deal. Conditions were constantly changing and the Force was sufficiently
adaptable to change with the times, and their sound training and the experi-
ence they acquired enabled them to meet, usually with success, any emergency
that arose. They remained ever mindful that their first and foremost duty
was, as it is today, the prevention of crime.

After his retirement, Colonel Herchmer lived quietly on the West
Coast. He married a second time in 1905, and passed away in Vancouver
on 17th February, 1915.



The Classification of Evidence
by J. C. MARTIN, K.C.

HEN A criminal charge comes before the Court, it becomes the duty

of the person affirming it to prove it, that is, to establish its truth

by legal means. Implicit in these words is the idea that, if the person
accused is to be convicted, the conviction must be based upon testimony
which is properly receivable against him, and only upon such testimony.
The legal means of proof is called evidence, and includes:

1. Judicial notice;

2. Presumptions;

3. Inspection;

4. Documents;

5. The testimony of witnesses.

Judicial notice, as defined by Phipson, is the cognizance taken by the
Court itself of certain matters which are so notorious or so clearly established
that evidence of their existence is unnecessary. In other words, it includes
things which the Court is presumed to know without being told, e.g., the
calendar, the standard of weights and measures, the currency, the seals of
the Dominion and the provinces, as well as facts of widespread every-day
experience. It was held in 1933" that the Court should take judicial notice
of the world-wide unemployment condition then existing. In line with this
are two cases in the Saskatchewan courts. “That there is throughout this
province a general depression is, sad to say, so notorious a fact that I should
and do take judicial notice thereof,” remarked one Judge®. “It seems to me
impossible,” said another,® for the Court to avoid taking judicial notice of
the conditions prevailing in this province, particularly in the southern portion
of the province, in the last three years.”

Generally, the attitude of the Court must be “I do not know,” and
sometimes Judges themselves have commented upon the extent of this judicial
nescience. “I have no sympathy,” protested the Court on one occasion,*
“with that view of the functions of the Court which assumes that there is no
such thing as judicial knowledge.” Thus we find a Judge of the Court of
Appeal in Ontario referring, perhaps with a trace of sarcasm, to another
case in which the Court had declined to take judicial notice of what a witness
meant by saying that a man was “full.” But this may be offset by the case
in which the Court took judicial notice of the fact that Scotch whiskey is
an intoxicating liquor.

It is, however, when the principle of judicial notice comes to be applied
to matters of local geography, that the protest above quoted becomes most
pointed. In a case in Ontario it was held that “The description of the place
where the offence was committed is shown to be in the Township of Dunnet,
which we know judicially to be within the district of Nipissing.”® But this
is not in accord with two decisions in Nova Scotia® wherein it was held that
a summary conviction is bad if the depositions fail to prove that the place
of the offence is within the territorial jurisdiction of the magistrate—e.g.,
that Wentworth is in the County of Cumberland—and that, although the

[8]
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information may be in proper form in this respect, the onus is nevertheless
upon the complainant to prove the place of the offence by testimony at
the hearing.

In later cases in British Columbia it has been held that the Court should
take judicial notice of the fact that a well-known locality is within the county
or district over which the Court has jurisdiction, e.g., that the town of
Duncan is within the County of Nanaimo.” But in the same province, the
Court refused to take judicial notice of “restricted electoral areas” into which
the counties are divided and to which different magistrates are assigned.®
It would appear, in view of the lack of uniformity in the reported cases,
that the safe course is to prove territorial jurisdiction.

The limits within which judicial notice may be exercised have been
extended by statute in various ways. For instance, Section 1128 of the
Criminal Code requires that judicial notice shall be taken of proclamations
and orders of the Governor in Council. Sections 17 to 34 of the Canada
Evidence Act apply it to a wide range of public and official documents,
including the Canada Gazette. The Excise Act and the different provincial
Liquor Acts require the Courts to take judicial notice of the appointment
of the persons who sign the certificates of analysis which those Acts authorize.

Presumptions are either of law or of fact.

Presumptions of law are arbitrary inferences expressly directed by law
to be taken from particular facts. They may be:

(a) Irrebuttable, or
() Rebuttable.

Irrebuttable presumptions of law are conclusive, and cannot be displaced
by evidence to the contrary. It is with reference to them that it has been
said that “subject to judicial notice and presumptions recognized in law, a
party is entitled to a decision upon the evidence given in Court.”” Examples
of such presumptions are found in Section 17 of the Criminal Code, which
provides that a child under the age of seven years is incapable of crime, and
in Section 22, which is to the effect that every person is presumed to know
the law.

Rebuttable presumptions of law are those which may be removed by
evidence to the contrary. For example, under Section 18 of the Code, a
child between the ages of seven and fourteen years is presumed to be incapable
of crime, but this presumption may be over-ridden by evidence to show that
the child was able to appreciate the wrongful nature of his act. Again, under
Section 19 of the Code, an accused person is presumed to be sane. Formerly,
too, there was a presumption that a woman who committed an offence in
the presence of her husband did so under his compulsion. Section 21 of the
Code specifically does away with this presumption, but no doubt the fact
could still be shown, if necessary, under the general provision of Section 20,
which deals with duress.

A good illustration of this kind of presumption is found in Section 509
of the Code, which defines the word ‘wilfully’ and re-states in effect the
general rule that a person is presumed to intend the probable ccnsequences
of his acts. Two others come to mind which are interesting but less likely,
perhaps, to arise in criminal than in civil cases. The first is that a man of



10 R €M . Pt HONUACRIT BYRUTE, Y

whom nothing has been seen or heard for seven years is presumed to be dead;
the other is that when two persons meet death together, for example, by
drowning, it will be presumed that the younger, being likely to have the
greater vitality, survived the longer.

Presumptions of fact are always rebuttable. They are, according to
Phipson, “inferences which the mind naturally and logically draws from
given facts without the help of legal direction.” Archbold puts it this way:
“A presumption arises where, from the proof of some fact, the existence of
another fact may naturally be inferred from the mere probability of its
having occurred, without further proof. The fact thus inferred to have
occurred is said to be presumed, i.e., is taken for granted until the contrary
is proved by the opposite party.”

Presumptions of fact may be:

(a) Violent—where the facts and circumstances presumed necessarily
attend the fact proved;

(b) Probable—where the fact presumed usually follows the fact proved;

(¢) Light or rash. These are of no weight. It may be said that the
difference between them and probable presumptions is the difference between
saying, “It is probable,” and “It is possible.”

Archbold illustrates the three kinds in this way. Suppose that goods
are stolen from a house, and the accused is found a few yards from the door
with the goods in his possession. There would be a violent presumption that
he was the thief. Suppose, again, that the goods were found in his lodgings
some little time later, and he refused to account for his possession or told
contradictory stories. In such a case, there would be a probable presumption.
But if the goods were not found in his possession until, say, two years later,
there would be nothing more than a slight presumption.

It might be added that, in such a case, what will be considered recent
possession will depend to some extent upon the kind of property. Money
or jewelry, for example, will pass from hand to hand much more readily
than heavier or bulkier articles. Incidentally, too, it should be noticed that
Sections 993 and 994 of the Criminal Code show that the presumption
arising from the possession of stolen goods may be rebutted.

Presumptions of fact, it need scarcely be remarked, play a large part in
criminal trials, just as they do in our conduct of our everyday affairs. Thus,
when we say that a ‘prima facie case’ has been established, we mean simply
that, from the evidence before the Court, one may presume that the accused
is probably guilty.

Similarly, while it may not be possible to show directly that the accused
committed the crime charged against him, it may be possible to prove a
number of surrounding circumstances which, more or less convincingly,
connect him with it. Such a case is said to be based upon circumstantial
evidence. In order to justify a conviction it must lead to an irresistible
conclusion that the accused is guilty. If the circumstances are capable of
any explanation which is consistent with his innocence, he must be acquitted.
In other words, a chain of evidence so forged may be very strong, but one
weak link may destroy it.
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If you remember Mark Twain’s famous lawyer, Pudd’nhead Wilson,
you may remember this:

“Even the clearest and most perfect circumstantial evidence is likely
to be at fault, after all, and therefore ought to be received with great
caution. Take the case of any pencil sharpened by any woman; if you have
witnesses you will find that she did it with a knife; but if you take simply
the aspect of the pencil you will say she did it with her teeth.”

Inspection has been defined as a substitution of the eye for the ear in
the reception of evidence. “Valuable inferences,” it is said, “are frequently
derived through this channel from the demeanour of witnesses, the condition
of premises, or the instruments used in committing a crime.” This state-
ment may be amplified by saying that the progress made in the application
of scientific methods to the detection of crime has made physical exhibits
often of vital importance. Such things, produced and identified by witnesses,
are called real evidence, and it is almost trite to emphasize to men trained to
the making of investigations, the necessity of preserving such things as may
assist the Court to arrive at a conclusion.

The examination of premises, or, to use the legal expression, “taking a
view of the locus,” is on a somewhat different footing, inasmuch as the
constable in charge of a prosecution is not likely to have much to say about
it. Regarding it, the only provision in the Criminal Code is contained in
Section 956, and refers exclusively to jury trials. It has been held" that a
Justice of the Peace hearing a summary conviction matter, and a magistrate
hearing the summary trial of an indictable offence, have no right to take
a view. An annotation to the case referred to suggests that “the enlargement
of the rights of judges and magistrates sitting without a jury as regards
taking a view of the locus seems to be a matter which calls for legislative
action.” With that opinion the present writer ventures respectfully to
disagree. Much time might be lost and much inconvenience caused to
witnesses and others by the Court adjourning to go to the scene of the offence.
The necessary facts can be proven just as well by description or, as is so
often done, by plans, diagrams, or photographs. At all events, and this
again is merely personal opinion, the constable prosecuting a case in one of
the lower Courts should not be party to taking a view, certainly not unless
both parties consent to it and are present or represented when it is taken.

Mention of photographs, concerning which a word must be said presently,
recalls the subjects of handwriting and fingerprints, which may also be
considered under the heading of inspection. These are physical exhibits, but
oftentimes they do not attain their full effect upon their mere production.
Their bearing upon the case may depend, like that of other exhibits requiring
scientific examination, upon the evidence of experts who may, of course,
know nothing whatever of the facts involved in the particular case. Section
7 of the Canada Evidence Act provides generally for the reception of the
opinion evidence of experts, but there are some special considerations which
must be noticed in connection with the kinds of evidence with which we
are now dealing.

Thus, it may be that it is desired to use a document as evidence against
an accused person. No witness can be called who saw him write it, and he
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denies that he did so. In such a case the disputed writing is submitted to
someone who has a special knowledge of handwriting, along with a specimen
or specimens which can be shown to have been made by the accused, and
which are called standards of comparison. The expert, by his own methods,
compares the writings, and gives to the Court, under oath, the conclusion to
which his examination has led him, as to whether or not the disputed docu-
ment was written by the accused. This is a recognized method of proof and
is embodied in the statute law in Section 8 of the Canada Evidence Act.

Fingerprints form a recognized method of identification, and the taking
of them, for the purpose of the Identification of Criminals Act, has been
authorized by Order in Council. Their use as evidence, however, is not
provided for by any special statutory enactment, as in the case of hand-
writing. A recent case in British Columbia makes some comment upon
this fact."

But this case is more notable for another reason. An expert witness
gave evidence concerning certain fingerprints and the Crown, basing its
contention upon the claims advanced in Kuhne’s text-book “Identification
and Classification of Fingerprints,” argued that identification by this means
is exact and infallible, so that the expert’s testimony was not merely matter
of opinion but of fact. The Court, however, did not agree. Upon that
point it held as follows:

“I think the law moves slowly but surely, and never yet have I heard
it contended that identification by fingerprints has become such a well-
established science that the evidence given is conclusive. In my opinion the
evidence given by the staff-sergeant is the opinion of an expert, and comes
with the ordinary rules governing opinion evidence.”

It is noticeable that the report of the case does not show that the attention
of the Court was directed to any previous case in which the use of finger-
prints as evidence had been discussed.

Photographs, if they are to be used, must be produced under oath, and
from their nature, it will be obvious that they often obtain their full effect
upon their being supplemented by simple description. Thus, as long ago as
1862, photographs were received in evidence to show the nature of the
locus in quo upon the trial of an indictment for obstructing a highway.*
In another case’ two sets of photographs were produced, the second, appar-
ently, not under oath. They showed the same locale at different seasons;
the first set showed it as dry ground, the second showed a stretch of water.
These photographs evoked the following comment:

“If photographs were anything more than pictures representing a
particular place at a particular time, I should have thought that these last
photographs should not have been looked at; but as photographs, unless
verified upon oath, are not of themselves evidence, we looked at them as
mere pictures.”’**

Sometimes, however, photographs may require interpretation by persons
having special knowledge. An interesting case involving such evidence was
decided by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in 1931.*° The
action arose out of the collision of two ships near the entrance to Melbourne
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harbour. A passenger on a third ship took photographs of these two ships
just before, during, and after the collision. The photographs were used as
evidence, and from them, using the alignment of the ships and of the camera
with objects visible on the shore, surveyors worked out the position of the
ships at the time of the collision.

Concerning the use of photographs generally, the Judicial Committee
made the following observations:

“In Hindson v. Ashby, A. L. Smith, L.J., and other Lords Justices
demonstrated the necessity for careful delimitation of the uses for which,
upon the mere production of them, photographs can be accepted as means
of proof of matters of fact. Clearly a photographic picture cannot be relied
upon as proof in itself of the dimensions of the depicted object or objects,
and cannot be made properly available to establish the relative proportions
of such objects, except by evidence of personal knowledge or scientific
experience to demonstrate accurately the facts sought to be established.”

In the particular case before it, the Committee held that the special
knowledge required to interpret the photographs was not that of a surveyor.
The judgment indicates that expert testimony, if received, should have been
that of a physicist familiar with the science of light.
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How National Finger Printing Would
Benefit the General Public

by STAFF SERGEANT H. R. BUTCHERS

HEN SIR WiLLiaM HEeRscHEL first established the system of finger

print identification in India, it dealt wholly with the criminal class

of that Country; and, as the system became adopted by the Countries
of the civilized world, so did the Governments of these nations use it for
the identification of their criminals. The results obtained have more than
justified its existence.

The Finger Print Bureau is the first place of enquiry by Police officials
when seeking information relative to past history of wrongdoers. The
authorities know that once a person’s finger prints are fyled at the Bureau,
a duplicate copy of his impressions will result in their receiving his full
criminal record as known to the Bureau, no matter how many times he has
changed his name.

The criminal element also realizes the importance of finger print identi-
fication. They know that the minute ridges on their finger tips will, sooner
or later, be the means by which, for a time at least, their criminal activities
will be cut short. Hence, we find fingers mutilated in an endeavour to avoid
identification. The writer has seen cases where persons have cut their fingers
with a sharp piece of glass, rubbed their fingers with sand paper, and even
used acid to try and obliterate the tell-tale ridges; but try as they will, their
finger prints are identified and their criminal history tabulated.

What does the average citizen think about finger print identification?
I venture to say that if a dozen persons were asked whether they would have
their prints taken and fyled at the Bureau in case of their meeting with an
accident, perhaps one would realize the benefits his family would receive by
this infallible system of identification. The others would turn up their eyes
in horror. “What!” they would say, “Have my finger prints fyled amongst
those of criminals!” One can hardly blame them for taking this stand, but
ask them did they register the birth of their children or obtain their marriage
license, they would answer, “Of course we did; we are required by law so
to do”.

There are on fyle at the Bureau the finger prints of several prominent
citizens of this country, who submitted them with the express wish that they
be placed on fyle in case of their meeting with an accident. These people
realize how finger print identification may affect them, so they have safe-
guarded themselves by having their prints on fyle.

Just recently a well-known resident of Ottawa visited the Finger Print
Section to see how prints were taken, and how they could be used in court
as evidence. This visitor expressed himself as being extremely interested in
all he saw and heard. Before leaving, he left to be fyled, a set of his own
impressions, as he was convinced these might serve a useful purpose, quite
apart from any criminal proceedings.

The establishment of a National Finger Print Bureau would be bene-
ficial to the country at large. It would differ materially from the Criminal

[14]
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Identification Bureau. Whereas the Police Bureau’s function is to compile
the criminal records of law-breakers, the National Bureau would function
only for lost, missing or unidentified persons, or inquiries of other than a
criminal nature.

If such a Bureau were established, all persons would be required to
furnish a set of their impressions on attaining the age of, say, seven years.

Arrangements could no doubt be made to have children finger printed
at school. A special form could be provided with space on the reverse side,
where all pertinent information could be recorded, such as full names, parents’
names and address, date and place of birth, and so on. The forms required
would be reduced to one single sheet of paper, an important consideration
when everyone’s prints have to be stored away.

How often does one read of a Coroner’s inquest on some person who
has been found dead, and deceased has had to be buried unidentified? The
establishment of a National Bureau would do away with such regrettable
episodes for all time.

The Police are often confronted with the problem of dealing with
persons who have temporarily lost their memory. Much valuable time is
spent in endeavouring to locate their relatives. A National Bureau would
be in a position to supply all the information required quickly.

The Canadian Criminal Identification Bureau receives many finger
prints of dead persons who are unknown. Under existing arrangements
identification can only be established with but very few exceptions, when
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the party whose identity is being sought has had a criminal record. In
these instances it is possible to supply the criminal record, description and
possibly date and place of birth, and some address recorded when the person
in question entered or left the gaol.

Two recent cases serve to illustrate this point. On Sth November, 1934,
the Officer Commanding the R. C. M. Police in Prince Edward Island, sent
in a set of impressions of a man who had been found dead in his district.
The finger prints were identified here as those of A. B. who was sentenced
in St. Catharines, Ontario, seven years ago. This information was available
at once and showed the Police where to commence tracing the career and
relatives of the deceased man.

Again, on the 19th November, 1934, the Chief Constable at Oakville,
Ontario, forwarded a set of finger prints of some unknown person who had
been discovered dead. These were found to be the prints of one C. D. who
had served a term in 1931, and in this case a recent address of the dead man
was supplied from here.

It is important to note that in neither of these cases could the identity
of the deceased have been established unless he had had a criminal record,
or unless he was one of the very few who have fyled their impressions
voluntarily.

Other reasons for National finger printing are wills and life insurance.
Cases have occurred where the distribution of an estate has been held up
indefinitely, owing to one or more heirs not being located. The press is used
in an endeavour to find these people with the result that several claimants
appear, very often with documentary evidence in support of their claims.
Cases have been known where a bogus claimant has obtained the estate and
enjoyed the fruits of it for a considerable length of time before the fraud
was discovered. The identity of the claimants would be established positively
by National Finger Printing, thereby eliminating costly legal proceedings.

With reference to Life Insurance, the person named as beneficiary would
be required to have his or her finger prints taken and a copy fyled with the
Insurance Police. On the death of the policy holder the beneficiary would
again be finger printed and comparison of the two sets of prints would
prove beyond the shadow of a doubt the identity of the claimant. The finger
prints could be sent to the National Bureau for comparison, or a qualified
finger print expert could be attached to the Head Office. The value of finger
print identification would again manifest itself to the public, as it would not
be necessary for the Insurance Companies to withhold the payment of the
insurance pending investigation as to the rightful claim of the beneficiary.
This procedure of finger printing beneficiaries of insurance policies would be
the concern of the Companies, as it is a matter of first rate importance to
them to be able to establish the identity of any claimant quickly and beyond
any reasonable doubt. Corroboration could always be obtained from the
National Bureau.

In conclusion, I would urge all Peace Officers to advocate National
Finger Printing. Next to the relatives of those previously quoted as examples,
they are the ones most concerned with bringing to a speedy and successful
conclusion, cases of this nature.



A Recapitulation of Recent Changes
by A/Surt. V. A. M. KEmp

INCE THE inception of the Force, many changes have been brought
about in its structure and organization. To most of us it is delightful
to hear the “Old Timers” tell of conditions and service in the days of

the Rebellion and in the ’90’s. Many of us who are still serving like to
recount stories of the Force twenty, twenty-five and thirty years ago. It is
doubtful, however, if any three years in the History of the Force have seen
quite so many changes as the three years just completed.

In the Fall of 1931 the strength of the Force was 60 Officers, 1242 other
ranks, a total of 1302. Today the strength is:—90 Officers (an increase of
50%), 2513 other ranks, including the Marine Section (an increase of 102%),
or a total strength of 2603, exactly double what it was in 1931.

One of the most important changes in organization is the establishment
of the Marine Section, with a strength of 218, and a visit to one of the
R. C. M. P. Patrol Boats immediately impresses one with the increasing
efficiency of this important part of our Force.

In 1931 we had 192 Detachments in the Force. Today there are 429,
an increase of 123%. Reorganization of Divisions and Sub-Divisions has
been necessitated.

All detachments in the North West Territories have been consolidated
into one Division with headquarters in Ottawa.

To the end that the Force be as homogeneous as possible, the Clerical
Section has been created, and as a result, more uniformed personnel are
employed in offices than formerly.

A system of Patrol Sections has been set up in the Divisions, whereby
senior N.C.O’s are charged with the responsibility of supervising the work
of Detachments.

The terms of enlistment have been changed. The minimum and
maximum ages at which recruits are accepted have been decreased. Recruits
are on probation for the first six months of their service. At the expiration
of the probationary peuod they have to pass a Board of Officers before being
definitely continued in the Service.

The maintenance of Reserve Troops has enabled more advanced training
to be carried on. It is now a difficult feat for a recruit to pass his course in
the six months allotted, and in some instances it has been necessary to extend
the period. Continual Refresher Courses are now carried on in the Depot,
requiring Officers and N.C.O’s to qualify before being confirmed in their
ranks. While on the subject of Training, it is not amiss to mention the fact
that two additional Trophies are now competed for annually in the Revolver
Practice.

New ranks have been created for Officers, N.C.O’s and Constables.
Thus we now have a Deputy Commissioner, Detective Inspectors, Sub-
Inspectors, Lance Corporals, First, Second and Third Class Constables and

faa ]



18 R.C.M:P. QU ARTERIY:

Sub-Constables. In addition, Officers holding temporary positions of com-
mand may be granted acting senior ranks.

In the matter of Administration, many changes are noted. Some are
apparent to every member of the Force; for instance, the extension of General
Living Allowances (formerly limited to Eastern Canada) throughout the
Force, the introduction of the Meal Allowance and the practical abolition of
the Ration system except in the North. Non-Commissioned Officers and
Constables on transfer are now allowed reasonable expenses for moving instead
of having to pay for packing furniture and the freight charges on any amount
over one ton as heretofore. Other changes in administration are more
apparent to Divisional Commanders and these include decentralization in
routine matters, such as, re-engagements, authorities to purchase, to grant
leave, etc.

The introduction of free dental treatment is a great boon. Eyeglasses
and surgical appliances are also provided for members of the Force when
specially ordered by a Medical Officer. The control of medical services has
been placed with the Department of National Defence at all points where
this Department is equipped to take care of our cases. At other places the
Department of Pensions and National Health supervises medical treatment.

The provision of a pension to widows and dependent children of other
ranks, while in its embryo stage at present, will be more generally appreciated
as time goes on.

Some 245 members and ex-members have already been gazetted for the
Long Service Medal which was recently approved. The R. C. M. P. Quarterly
has not yet completed its second year of publication but has already demon-
strated its value as a medium of instruction.

It is hoped that the introduction of the Standing Order Book is of
benefit. To anyone who has wrestled with the problem of trying to keep
numbered Circular Memos up to date and in order, together with unnumbered
but innumerable Circulars on other subjects, the quick reference available
by means of the Standing Order Book and C. 1. B. Reference Book is doubtless
of assistance. When, as is expected shortly, the new loose-leaf Rules and
Regulations are available, this branch of revision will be complete.

Changes have been introduced in the matter of uniform and dress, not
only for other ranks but also for Officers.

The question of a building programme has been engaging official
attention. Already the Central Heating Plant has been completed in Regina,
and the erection of a new gymnasium and swimming bath is contemplated.
“D” Division in Winnipeg and “J” Division at Fredericton are housed in
splendid new buildings, and steps are under way for the erection or remodel-
ling of Barracks and buildings at other points throughout the Country,
notably, Edmonton and Rockcliffe.

Steps have also been taken reducing as far as possible the amount of
clerical work in the Force. The vast amount of work which is performed
in offices is of extreme importance and, wherever possible, reductions have
been made consonant with the efficient performance of duties. A recent
appointment has been made of an Officer whose duty it will be to carry out
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periodical audits of financial matters of the Force, including Contingent
Accounts, Canteen Accounts, etc., and also to survey the proper auditing
of all Government Stores. This Officer with his staff will conduct inquiries
into all matters dealing with these subjects.

For the first time in the History of the Force, two senior Officers have
been sent to Scotland Yard, London, for the purpose of studying the systems
in force in the Metropolitan Police, and on their return to Canada the result
of their studies will be carefully investigated for the benefit of the various
Divisions of the Force.

The foregoing remarks outline the more important changes and develop-
ments which have taken place. There are others, but the restrictions of
space preclude their inclusion in this short article, which is prepared merely
to supply a résumé of what has been accomplished, for the information of
those interested.



Just Another Case
by D/CorroraL T. G. ScroGe

OES ANYONE, doctors alone excepted, come in touch with psychopathic

cases so often as the Police?

Scarcely a week passes without one presenting himself at our Montreal
office seeking an interview to complain of fantastic persecution at the hands
of invisible or fancied enemies, or to give incredible information. Specimen
range from the borderline of sanity to absolute lunacy.

It has been my fortune to deal with many of these as they arrive. But
they are so very hard to understand. Sympathy is essential in meeting them;
and patience too, lots of it.

What can you say to a man, to ease his harassed and twisted mind, who
comes to complain that a Central European Power has three agents following
him night and day in automobiles scheming to destroy his business which
at best brings him only thirty dollars a week? For years the persecution
has gone on. Reasoning is without value—you can see that in his pained
and obstinate expression as you explain that it would cost more to shadow
him for a day than he earns in a week. He looks at you as though you
thought him crazy by suggesting such simple logic.

Sometimes they go away wearily resigned that no one will help them out
of their terrible predicaments.

Disease seems to be at the bottom of certain forms of dementia. At
least, venereal disease, especially syphilis, or the fear of it, has a part in the
case. Indeed, the ramifications of things sexual tends to enter into every
case of mania amongst females.

I was genuinely embarrassed when an old lady with the kindly face
of a story book grandmother hoarsely whispered, so that the girl stenographers
in the office would not hear, of the gossip her neighbours were spreading
that she was addicted to prostitution, that her husband had a secret physical
weakness, and that her daughter was living away from home and in sin.
It was pitiful; anyone could see her life had been virtuous to the point of
ascetism. And such horrible lies they were, she avowed with some pleasure,
as if hoping I would almost believe them.

What interesting history a psychiatrist could uncover there with little
effort.

She was told emphatically that we knew her daughter to be of good
repute: her husband to be an eminently respected citizen, and she was assured
that the gossipers would be prosecuted if they continued their campaign
of falsehoods. The insinuation against herself was side-stepped.

Another woman threatens the life of the President of the United States.
Her husband left her years ago, and the shame is too great to bear so she
believes him dead. The belief is so strong she wants to collect the insurance
money. The American company refuses payment; and by the weird logic
of the insane which cannot permit a problem go unsolved she convicts the
President of personal fraud.

A young and pretty girl “discovers” she is the illegitimate daughter of
a European ex-emperor. What a marvellous tale of secret service intrigue

[20]



RGNS P. QUARTERE Y 21

she told. Even her body bore the wounds and bruises made by spies in their
attempts to assassinate her and recover the jewel, she possessed, which bore
the imperial insignia of her claimed dynasty. She contaminated her im-
pressionable sweetheart to such an extent he shivered in mortal fear of glass
bladed stiletto stabbings. We did not issue the revolver permit he asked
for his protection—he is still alive and well, and no doubt still battling the
forces that menace him and his beloved.

Signing himself “Green Star” a gentleman across the border wrote
lengthy letters describing how he was poisoned at an army veterans banquet.
The poison was put in his food by Japanese Secret Agents, he alleges; who
for some reason known only to our “Star” are undermining the New England
states with explosives. Successive letters revealed the poison was burning
fiercely in his stomach, gaining in intensity all the time. Finally he resorted
to rush telegrams: “Drop everything, come at once, burning up, Green
Star:. .

At all times I have done my best to alleviate the conditions of these
unfortunates; to send them away a little less miserable than when they came.

Recently a woman called shortly before the hour of an appointment I
had to keep. Realizing before long she was suffering from a mania, and
knowing it takes at least two hours to go into such matters satisfactorily to
the patient, I was annoyed.

She was excited and indignant. Demanded police protection and urgent
investigation. A band of criminals were using radio to learn the workings
of her mind; they knew her every move. More awful than this breaking
down on her privacy they were sending out special waves which insidiously
sought out her brain and nerve centres searing these vital and delicate parts
with unbelievable pain. She talked incoherently, raving; her demand for
instant action was importunate.

Lamely I began to reason with her; aware I could not pacify her in the
short time left to me. My reasonings merely made her more shrill and in-
sistent.

Then there came into my mind a sentence I read the night before in a
book on psychotherapy which said it was useless to attempt to explain away
a delusion by means of logic. What other means were at my disposal! Did
I have the audacity to trick the woman and meet the pathological auto-sug-
gestions of her mind with counter-suggestions just as baseless.

Assuming a knowing air I said to her: “Madam, it is a very simple
matter. To investigate and prosecute these offenders might take months—
months of anxiety and pain for you. We shall outsmart them. Nullify
their evil efforts without them ever knowing their work is in vain.”

Then I launched into a technical description of the workings of radio.
(Al T know of radio is that you turn the knob to sixty or so and out come the
latest stock market quotations.) Ours was to be a simple yet cunning plan.
The waves must be “grounded” before they could enter her body. She would
get a small piece of lead and carry it in her pocket or her bag. I expatiated
on the superlative qualities of lead as an radio wave refractor. The metal
would collect the waves, ground them, and leave her free and' unharmed;
foiling the villains melodramatically.
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What a look of satisfaction and furtive intelligence came into her eyes.
And away she went in haste to get herself a chunk of lead, voluble in thanks.
And so long as she has the reassuring lead with her she will feel no more
the baneful influence of the radio criminals, and will smile with smug satis-
faction at her smartness.

Incidently I have learned that such a treatment by emphatic counter-
suggestion was correct and beneficial in this case. No rule, however, can
be made for the handling of these persons, but it should always be remem-
bered they are not just “crazy nuts” but mentally-sick persons needful of

help and sympathy.

Prevention of Crime

VERY SATURDAY T'he Montreal Gazette publishes an article contributed
by “The Raconteur”. This writer is an old friend of the late Colonel
Hamilton—he has evidently read very extensively: he has a most

retentive memory and writes about all sorts and kinds of subjects in a wholly
delightful manner. Some of us purchase the Gazette each Saturday just for
the pleasure of reading “The Raconteur’s” column.

Police authorities generally will agree that the most important duty of any
well organized Police Force is the prevention of crime. On 15th December,
1934, “The Raconteur” told a story in his weekly contribution touching on
this subject: it is repeated just as he wrote it:—

“There is undoubtedly something very wrong with the police system
in France and the French people are getting very angry about it. I once
read the Memoirs of a celebrated Chief of the Streté and was much
impressed by the contrast between their methods and those of Scotland
Yard. The Chief in question related an incident, showing his extra-
ordinary powers of intuition. A certain Judge sentenced a prisoner to
a long term of imprisonment. Before leaving the dock the prisoner
swore that he would kill the Judge, when his time was up. These
threats are very common, and usually pass without much attention.
But on this occasion the Chief took it into his head that the man was in
earnest and was dangerous. The time arrived when he was released and
the Chief (he was not Chief at that date) saw him one day calling at
the Judge’s house. He waited for some twenty minutes or more and
then the suspect reappeared and walked away. The policeman called at
the house and made inquiries. The Judge was found murdered in his
room. The suspect was soon arrested and condemned to death. The
Chief relates the story with great pride, as showing his extreme efficiency.
It never seems to have occurred to him for one moment that he might
have prevented the crime. He thought the man was going to commit
a murder. The man did. The policeman then caught him, which was
the policeman’s job. For this he deserves the highest credit.

“Scotland Yard go on the principle that their main business is the
prevention of crime: the detection of the criminal is subsidiary to this.
With the French ‘policiers’ the situation is reversed; they consider them-
selves superior to London in catching the criminal. As for preventing
the crime that is of minor importance”.



Notes from “The Policeman’s Review”’

HE PoLICEMAN’s REVIEW for the month of December, 1934, contains

an address delivered by J. C. McRuer, K.C., at the First Annual

Convention of the “Police Association of Ontario” held in Toronto
in October, 1934.

Mr. McRuer is well known to members of this Force for the masterly
manner in which he conducted the prosecution in the Nash-Symington case
in Vancouver some years ago.

Mr. McRuer spoke on Police Training. While most of what he said
was intended to apply in the main to Municipal Police Forces, some matters
were dealt with which are of interest to any Police organization; they are
questioning accused persons, taking statements, and the warning to be given
to a person placed under arrest.

With reference to these much debated points Mr. McRuer said:—

“The statement of the accused is the main working tool of the lazy
detective. Much is said about questioning of accused persons, and how
it should be done. Some are of the opinion that no police officer should
question an accused person after he is under arrest. I do not agree with
this opinion. I do not think it would be just to an accused man, or
just to the public, to pursue any such arbitrary rule. A detective is
employed by the public for the purpose of detecting crime, and bringing
perpetrators thereof to justice. If he has made an arrest, in the first
place the accused man should be given an opportunity to explain his
innocence, if he desires. Such explanation has often resulted in the
immediate liberation of the accused. On the other hand, if an accused
man is one of a number of accomplices, it is the duty of the detective
to endeavour to ascertain, in a fair way, from the accused who his
accomplices are, and where they may be found. But, every detective
should endeavour to use the statement of the accused against him in
court as a last resort. If the accused gives him information, the diligent
detective will get the evidence to prove the case against the accused,
and he should always be prepared to go to court to prove his case
irrespective of the statement that has been made by the accused. It
is important that there should be no shadow of suggestion that we have
in our administration of police affairs anything in the nature of unfair
questioning or a third degree.”

“I am not much impressed with the caution that is said to be given
by police officers. To read something over rapidly to an accused person,
that he probably does not understand, is of no value whatever. The
thing to impress on him is, he is not required to make any statement,
but if he wishes voluntarily to make a statement he may do so, but if
he does so, the statement may be used against him at his trial. Not
only should this caution be given, but the officer should satisfy himself
that the accused understands it.”

“When I tell you that it is difficult, if not impossible, to find a case
in England in which a court has refused to admit in evidence a statement
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obtained by the police, on the ground that it has been obtained by
improper methods, you will realize the standard of fairness that prevails
in the Old Country. In my own experience I cannot recall an accused
person going into the witness box and alleging that the police officers
obtained a statement from him by any unfair means, or that the police
officers unfairly recorded the statement that he had given. But, one
does read of such complaints, and it has a serious effect on police work,
and I urge upon you the necessity of impressing on all detectives the
importance of a thorough preparation of their case so that the use of
the incriminating statement is unnecessary. Such preparation will reflect
credit on the force, and enure to the personal advantage of the detective
engaged in the preparation.”

Another interesting matter was discussed at the very end of Mr. McRuer’s
speech. He is of opinion that the establishment of a Police School somewhere
in the Province of Ontario is a matter which should receive very careful
consideration. The speaker remarked:—

“Before I conclude on the subject of police training, may I say that
I regard it not only as a departmental problem for every police depart-
ment, but I regard it as a Provincial problem, and I hope that it will
be taken up as such, that the Province will establish a police school to
which the various police departments may from time to time send
promising constables for a short course of training. There they will get
advantages that would not otherwise be available in the local department.

“Those of us who served overseas remember how schools were
established for special training, to which officers and men were sent on
courses. These officers and men came back and were useful in their
units to train those who were not sent on the courses in the advanced
sciences of warfare. Not only would such a school in police matters be
of immeasurable benefit in raising the standard of the police forces all
over the Province, but it would be also a clearing-house of information
whereby the closer co-operation in the detection of crime and the
enforcement of law would be assured for the future.”

The scheme outlined by Mr. McRuer has evidently met with approval.
In the Ottawa Journal of 28th January, 1935, there is an announcement that
the Attorney-General for the Province of Ontario has appointed J. C. McRuer,
K.C., Dean of the newly formed Ontario Police School. The new school will
be located in Toronto and will be operated jointly by the Provincial and City
Police Authorities. It will commence with about fifty pupils.

At the Police Association of Ontario Convention, Chief Inspector G. S.
Guthrie of the Toronto City Police Department took as the subject of his
address “How to give Evidence”. Inspector Guthrie’s speech is printed in
full in the Policeman’s Review for December, and contains some very
excellent advice on how a peace officer should conduct himself when giving
evidence in Court.

Inspector Guthrie commenced by quoting the instructions laid down in
the Toronto City Police Rule Book with regards giving evidence: they are:—
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“The police, when giving evidence at Police Court and Sessions,
are to stand upright and in a respectful manner, speaking calmly and
explicitly in a clear, distinct and audible tone, so that the Court and
Jury may easily hear them. They are to confine themselves strictly to
evidence in the case before the Court, and to be prepared with any
notes of the circumstances which they may have made at the time of
the occurence. They must also bear in mind the depositions which they
signed before the Magistrate, with which their evidence at the trial
should exactly agree. They are not to refer to any former convictions
against the prisoner, unless called on by the Judge or Chairman to do so.
When cross-examined by Counsel for the prisoner, they are to answer
with the same readiness and civility as when giving evidence in support
of the charge, remembering that the manner or insinuations of Counsel
are not to affect them, and that the ends of justice will be best forwarded
by their showing a desire to tell simply the truth whether in favor of the
prisoner or not”.

The speaker then went on to elaborate the most important points which
a competent Police witness should know.

Peace Officers are advised to observe carefully all the circumstances
surrounding the case: matters which at the time may seem of little account
may be of importance during the case. Witnesses are recommended to keep
a record in a note book of all the facts of the case. These notes may serve to
refresh their memories, especially in cases where there are frequent adjourn-
ments. It is of the greatest importance to stick to the facts and shun any-
thing savouring of exaggeration. When on the stand, testimony should be
given clearly, concisely, and in the witnesses” ordinary language. No attempt
should ever be made to be smart with the defence lawyer. It is most
important for a police witness to keep his temper, no matter how much he
is provoked. Inability to rattle a witness is the most effective way to disarm
defence counsel. Never give the impression that the Police are eager to
secure a conviction. It is better to convey the idea that the Police witness
desires only to bring out all relevant facts and to assist the court in arriving
at a correct conclusion. Once the Jury obtains the impression that an attempt
is being made to “convict at any cost”, they are liable to acquit even a guilty
prisoner. A witness should never hurry. He must make certain he under-
stands fully each question that is put to him and then answer it fully and
truthfully.

It is well to remember that the Judge or Presiding Magistrate is there
to see fair play. In the December number of the Canadian Police Gazette,
mention is made of some comments made by Chief Justice Greenshields in
reply to an insinuation from the defence lawyer against the honesty and
integrity of the Montreal Police. His Lordship said:—*“I will not come to
the conclusion that Police appearing in this Court or any other Court here
are committing perjury just because they try to have the accused convicted.
I will not lend myself to the onslaught that is continually being made against
the integrity of our Police officers. I pay tribute to their honesty and
efficiency, even in cases where there might have been a small monetary interest
as in the present one”. A tribute such as this, coming as it did from a
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distinguished Jurist, must have convinced the police officers concerned that
it was worth while submitting to the not unprejudiced comments of some
over-eager defence lawyer.

A Policeman when taking his oath of office swears to “Well and truly
serve our Sovereign Lord the King in the office of Police Constable without
favour or affection, malice or ill-will”. In court he is sworn to tell the truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Let him honour these solemn
undertakings and he cannot go wrong.

At the conclusion of his remarks, Chief Inspector Guthrie describes a
perfect witness in these terms:—

“He relates in ordinary language the story he can tell of his own
knowledge of what he saw, heard, etc.

“He confines himself to facts, avoiding inferences, opinions or beliefs.

“He tells his story in the natural order and sequence of events as they
occurred.

“He speaks from memory, clearly and accurately.

“When asked a question, he listens attentively to make sure that he
understands, then gives an intelligent, direct and proper answer.

“He never loses his temper.
“He gives his evidence fairly and impartially.
“He tells the truth and nothing but the truth.

“Every policeman and every citizen who follows these simple rules in
court, is the PERFECT WITNESS.”

¥

“N”” Division Musical Ride in New York

The following note is found in the American magazine Polo, December, 1934,
relative to the recent “IN” Division Musical Ride at the National Horse Show, New
York City:—

“The musical rides by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police showed a touch
of genius. No police force in the world has a more enviable record than that
established by what we used to know as the Northwest Mounted Police. A back-
ground of over sixty years of faithful service, a tradition of soldierly bearing,
military precision and unfailing attention to duty, has woven a glamor about
them which was undimmed by their appearance at the Garden. Each day two
platoons of 16 troopers each, beautifully mounted on well-bred, matched horses,
went through a drill which never failed to thrill. The red tunics, broad-
brimmed hats, blue breeches with a cavalry stripe and smart boots were set off
by the wearing of side arms and the carrying of lances. Their first appearance,
in numbers, outside of Canada was an inspiration.”



FHE NEW FORD V:8 FOR 1935

—And More Room Inside

ArmosT every one who rides in the New Ford V-8 for the first time is surprised at its
roominess. It is a big, substantial car so well-proportioned that you do not realize its
full size until you study its dimensions. . . . All 1935 Ford cars, standard and de luxe,
are 112-inch wheelbase. All have an overall length of 18234 inches—or more. This in-
creased size—with the compactness of the V-8 engine, moved forward in the chassis—
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