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v * ExtRacr oM Tre Lovpes Counier; contiiucd. :

«They are said’to "be anti.commercial. This is oot true in
the maja; although, compared to the enterprising Eoglish and
American mexchants, it would appearso. In fact, the leading
Freuch Canadias are gentry of the old French school, having
inimense landed property. On the other haod, the -only Eng-
lish® here, who are opulent, excepting the- governor end some
few round him, bave acquired all their riches in.trade, and, al-
though many are.extremely rich, and live-almost in a princely
style, yet there is a certain “je ne-sais quoi;?- it the habils and
mangers of each, which sets cordialily aod friesdship, and, of
course, confidence, at an immeasurable distance.t *‘These par-

ties were brought inte collision by the introduction of the bill:

NN S RYA

® The conslant recurrence of the word English n this letter,
would lead me'to suppose, either that it was not aclually writ-
ten here, where (until lately that the Canadian Spesta-
tor"and myself have restored .into..use-in- its original mean-
ing,) the ierm British has been wuniversally- adopted ;; or that.
the editor, of the Courier, has changed the expression from Brit-
ish to Eughish, as one mare consonant to his sdeas of. propriety,
thoughat 15, fact, less descriptive of the actunl state of mat-
ters, o '

+There is much Lruth wn the general representation here giv-
en. The French Conadians are not anti-commercial at all,
upon system or principle, but the generalily of them ‘are so; by
their habits and pursurts. They are not enemies to trade, but
they doniot desive to be forced to become traders themseloes, nor
lo have all ther interests, their customs, thewr partialities, and
enjoyments, laid prostrate before the genius of commerce ; the
lesser inlerest of the country made predominant over the greater.
As 1o theopulent Britisk in this province, though they do'lwe in
what may by affectedto be called- “almost a princely: styls,”
Wisthe princely style of Thames street, Fish-streét hill, Wat-
ling-street, and 'othe: elegant parts of the city of London, whteh
they ape s aud. y the writer “of this leiter can not descrsbe the
«<Je 0 sais quoi,” that males the distance anddifference betreen
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for butidiog gaols aud court-houses  ‘This bill, the importance
of which was felt by every indsvidusl, in Lower Cavade, was
thrown out by the house of assembly, on the plea that they
pever would consent to briug any tax hoine to 8 man’s fiveside.
They therefore wished to defray the expenses by port duties,
This was objected to by the other side, and thus measures of
the first utility are abandoned.*  As the political barometer in
this country at present stands it is imposs:ble that any very ben-
eficial measures will be adopted.} The governor and coun-
cil may be eaid to be continmally pitted against the house of as-
sembly. Thelatter beiog almost exclusively Canadians; com-

the French Canadians and the British traders, I can ; 1t is the
same distance and differencethere 15 between the well-educated
gentleman, and. the witerate upstart shopkeeper.

®This is an erroneous statement : it implies that the building

of gaols and conrt-houses was abandoned. Not so: the Caua-

~diag interest, as it of right ought, carried the day on that occa-
sion; and 1 can not give aught better 83 a pote in this place
than ap extract from ooe of the letters of Juverna, a writer in
the Canadian Spectator.

“One proceeding of the house has been arraigoed as anti-
commercial—Jet the fuct speak., A directiax on land had
been proposed by those influencing goveroment, to raise a fund
for the erection of gaols and court-houses - this tax would have
been unequal; the collection would have been expensive, and
would have created an establishment, givirg patronage to those
who proposed it; a system of taxation would have beea intro-
duced abhorred throughout America; most usiitable and ir-
aitating to 8 new couutry; most unwelcome to those who, yield-
Ing to the pressure of such systems, should have fled from cul-
tivated Europe to the liberty of the desert~hbut patronage and
mercantile immuaily were soiight, and this tax was presse%; po-
licy and 'liberty were understood, and it was rejected. 'Fhe
Canadisa house of assembly, better imbued with genuine Eng-
lish principles than the proposers of that tax, rejected it; and
wisely raised a fund by duties-at the port, and not by taxes in
all our houses. Yet this cousiderate and constitutional deci-
sion, deserving the applanses of every man in Cauada, has been
termed aoti-commercial !”

41t is buttoo true that the deficiency of Englisk feeling and
tinciples in the legislative councif, throws too maoy-obstacles
in the way of the English views and measures of the house of
assembly ; but the loog Jist of acts (mostly, however, of a local

nature, -but includiog that for the erectionofa new district, the .
Inferior district of St. Francis, snd the establishment of coirrts
of judicature -thexein,) that have beep passed duriog the late
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wand at afl “times an overwhelming majority,* and'of couxse
feel hitle interest in promotivg improvements which they con.
sessiod, and have received the royal assent, is a proof that use.
ful measures are uof wholly stfled by party dissentions ; and
when, in addition, it is congidered that the followiag highly i
portant aod beueficial acts, which had passed the house of as-
sembly, were amongst those 1¢ejected by the legislative council,
viz | . ; y e - : o1

B 1l 'to augment the pumber of representatives to serve inthe
assembly ; . L . L.

Bill for the encouragement nud promotion of education in-
the'countyy parishes;°  ~ o

Bill to wuthorise an entimeration and retura of the population
of Lower, Canada; ’» Vr

Bills to incorporate the cities.of Quebec and Montreal; and

Four bills of mdeanity. for, 1819, 1820, 1821, and 1822 ¢
as well as that the really indispensible measure recommended’ -
by the house of assembly, by thew resolution; 5, . ..

« {'figt, nuoer the existing circumstaoces of the country, it.is
netessary and urgent that the whabitants of this province should
hiave one or iote persons to reside as ageot or ageats near His
Majesty’s government iu England, to attend to the interes(s of.
this province, 2od from time to time to transact such public
busicess 45 may be trapsmitied to his or their care :” L

Which was ordered to be communicated to the legislative-
council.to"desire their concurrence ; was unavimously refused
to be concutred by the council ; it will be evident in what
quarter, and from what baueful influence, the trammels origip.:
ate,’ which are cast upon the progress of public affairs in this
country. - .

»if the meaning of the writer here is,that thé Canadians have
an overwhelming majority in the house of assembly ; be is core
rect ; aud so they ought to have ; for they do, in oumber, in tas:
lent, i learning, io real property, and ia geauine English patris
ofigm, g0 absolutely overwhelm the rest of the population, thas
the latter cau only be compsred to o few tares ina well-cullivats |
ed, and abundsnt field of wheat. But1f the meamng is,that, ,
on questions of high political importance the € anadian inteyest.: * -
has an overwhelming majority, it is precisely the reverse; fof - -
the house of assembly, as one braach of the legislature, stands
opposed to two others, the council, aod:the governor , so that,
il18 two to one against them, end they can never hope to carry
a question, of vital importance, which may not exactly suit the ,
views.of the other two, but by medilying and frittering it away,.

50 s to conciliate their good will, at the probable risk of losiog,
all the good to be expected from the measure, It is teue, that,
constituted 83 our political machine is, the Canadians have an
inert power of resistance against eacroachment, m their prepos-
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sider will chiefly benefit the English, such as cutting canals,
opening 1oads, &c.* ' i

[

(T'o Be conlinued )

I recume pow, foin No. 33, the explinition I 'bave
long promised myself to make of my feeliogs and septiments to- _
wards the Scotch, and which I consider as ‘duc ‘to the maoy '
worthy, and excellent individaals of that nation -whom 1 have
had the pleasure of knowing, during the colirse of 'my chequer-
ed hfe, as well as to the numerous characters of exalted learn-
ing, valour, and talent, which adorn the ansls, dnd grace the
present times, of North Britain. ‘The trihute of réspect’ and
praize s due to the' illustrious of all nations aod of all times, but
we are not therefore to merge in the effulgence of “their ‘inerifs,

T |

(N

the defecis and follies ‘of their country or their agé, nor even bé |

bliod to the peculiarities or absnrdaties that may be observable’
io them. « The Scotch, ke other natiops. have their mérits'and |
their demerits; and like:all vations who have' less recéntly, ea
werged: from barbavism thau their ueighbours, are more con-
spicuous in both, thao those whose natioual “character has be-

dereace +io the house of assembly, which, asong as they ‘dre

true to themselves,is an jusmmonstable barrier to the‘ambitious
views, and rapacious designs, of the oligarchica! factiqq;nfgnd
this, indeed, forms the only patladum of theit cofistitution and
their liberty. A v

*his is 8 most uajust and fallacious assertion, Yo the first
place, how- conld: the improvement of the country chiefly bepe-
fit the Scotchi,(as urual Evglish is here put for Scotch)—part of

the community, who ‘are entirely a_ (rapsient,migratory set, who

come here to cxchange their indigence for wealth, a0d theg to
Teturn to' -Europe 7 Can ‘they be more interested i the im-
provement of the coiintry, thao the men who are born i it, who
are to die in‘it, whose remotest posterity will be its ichabitants,
whose inberited possessions will descend to’ their children, till
time shsll be no more ? * It 18 a5 contrary té pature, 2sit is cop-
trary-to fact. '+ ’Not to dwell on eums voted by the, house of
assemblyfor local ebjects of improvement ; let it be recollect-
ed, that jn 1815, upwards of £ 8,000 was granted for rogds, and
tmproviog the navigation of rivers; 'thatin 1816, £ 25 000 ‘was’
placed.in the hands of government Jor ‘canals 5 that in 1817,
¢ 55,0600 was voted, for the improvemeut of internal communi-
cations; that in 1820, £ 10,000 more was granted for the La
Chiue ‘canal, to which the former £ 25,000 was apptopriated ;
and at the last ’agsibn £ 12,000 wore for "the La Chine canal,
and £50,000 for the Chambly capal,£2,100 fof the improvement
of agriculture, &c. &c. “Does thisshew little interest 1n the pro-
moting-of improvements ?

Il
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come more equalized by the attrition;of circumstances,chaigeters
and eveuts, Before 1 came to Caoads, [ oever met, io society
with any Scotchmen bug stich as bore the stamp of learnug, ed-
ucatind, and liberality. . Indeed the diffusion of hterature a-
wongst the_sScatch, and the better opportumties afforded to the
midadhug and inferior classes for education, geve them a prove: -
bial chaiacter, wherever L before kuew them, of hoowledge,
winlst their, natural activity, enterprise and shrewdness, adapted
them in the’highest degree, to become the compsuions,.the
friends,'the esteemed associates, of the best, and most ealighteu-
ed of those'smongss, whom they were.dispersed. Before I
came {o_Canada, I had the highest esteem;for theat as a nation, .
aad eotertained the warm sentiments of . friendship for several
wdwiduals with whom I had 2ssociated ; but, lamentable was
the reverse when ! found what sort of Scutchmen form the
great bulk of the Briush ichabitants of this, province, They
are geoerally men who have had no educativn , beyond that of .
the first rudiments taught in a charity-sebool ; widely, different
from their countrymen who vidtthe southern part, of Britam,
and become able, worthy, and agreeable members of ‘society.of
the state, aud of the republic of letters, ,men who shine equally
at the bar, on the royal exchange i the pulpit, and the con-
vivial circle, who participate in the toils of the . statesman, and
share both the dangers and the glory of the army aod mavy.—
Here, without any other desire.gr.gursuit at first than, that of
amassing riches, you ‘may, perhaps, find one'iu twenty who has
hiad so much of a liberal education to have gotas faras the
Roman classics,and one in fifty,whose soul has become expand.
ed by the,cultivation of letters, and fitted for the rational inter, _
course of men of sense.  But these are so rare, that they are
actually ashamed of being supposed capable of thivking any - .,
thing else worlh pursuing than how to make a fortune. They . .
are shy aad afraid of shewiog their love of books, they hide '
themselves when they .indulge in it, for fear of the ndicule of
their illiterate and iznorant countrymen, whoze god 13 gain, aud
whose excellence of wisdom copsists in the taleat of being able
to averreach in trade with the greatest dexterity. Whilst these,
wiserably deficient as they are iz every intellectual perfection,
and an exception, (and certaiuly to me a strange ove, yet itig
undoubtédly the fact,) to the generality of their countrymen in
that respect, yet possess 'all their natural activity,  enter-
prise, and sb_rewdﬁess, which degenerate into Jow cunning, and
bustling trickery, by which they soon become wealthy, atthe
expense of the cheated and confiding Caundians, who, in their
tum, they teach to be equally tncking and cheating with them-
selves, and who, before these strangers flocked in such numbers
amongst them, were,a guiltless, strictly moral, and honourable
people and are so now.wherever they live 1emote from the trad-
ing-towas that are infested and overrun, with the adventurers

Z.
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som Noxth Britain, That this is a true picture of the great *
btk of the Scotch who are in Canads, every one but ‘Scoteh-
men will ackuowledge s nor is it in the least overcoloured.—
Wheao [ came o Casade, snd was told the Brtish 'iuhabutants |
werve cluefly Scolch, I flattered myself, judging from what
Scolchmen at home generally are, I'should fall amongst a peo-
ple, of literary acquirements, liberal tempers, and social ispo--
sition; but [ cas not speak the iueffable and  uoatterable con-
tempt L.have for the wrelchedly ignorast, prejndiced, illiberal,
aud mesnly proud aniwals, who form the upper classes of the
scotch-Conadians.  Wath tlis reaction on my'mind, sdded to
the savage, bloodthirsty, aud imquitous, persecution ¥ bave sus-
tamed at the hands of the agénts'of the late North-West Com-
pany, ail but ope (an honourable Canadian, who never interfer-
ed 1y my prosecution;) illiterate, low-bred, Scotchmen; and
when 1 perceved, as a party-writer, that it is to the intrizues
and sordid ambition of such men as these, that the anti-English,
and 10sidious plau of the union was lsid, for destroying thie hb-
erties of both provinces, and'throwing the whole prostrate at the
feet of a domweering faction, who in their tarn would lick the
fect ot hewr: rulers ; copsidering all this, it is no wonder, £
shouid make the distinction I do, between the Scotch nafion,
aud the Beoteh faction; between the Scotch in: Europe, and the
Scotch m Canade, and that I shouid, in my political writings,
(sometsmes 1 know with a colouving, heightened by party zeal,
which can not fail to be the concomitaut of all such discussious,)
stigmatise the latter, as a set of despicable, aud coutemptible.
but dangerous, euemies of the coustry. . b Ly M.

t “

Whea, in my last suzmber, I goticed the vile and reptile-like
sentiments which the editor of the Moutreal Hersld, liad ex-
pressed with respect to the custom of the Charrivarri, namely,
that 3t ought to be prolubited because its voteries were anti-un-

tonists, 1 hittle dreamt, that the wlegal and iudefensible opposi-

uot that hus been made to that custom, would have been car-
ried to that sanguinary and dreadful excess which has lately
proved to be the case, It isa warniog-voice to the Freoch
Canadians, and fet it not be lost upon them They may pow

plainly perceive that it is the inteution of the wnionists (forit

must become a party-question) to destroy, slong with their con-
stitation, laws, and lavguage; their customs, usages, sod favour-
ite amusements, if not by form of law; then by force, aod maio

streogth, by the bulletand-the sword. Let ithe a warving toc-

am to you, Canadians; do not let these intruding upstarts d_lc-
tate to you, upon your own oil, which of your local habits,
your pastunes, your exercises, and ancient privileges, you “h?“
abaodon at their nod, and which they will suffer you to retain.

1n 8 subsequent pumber, and assoon as I can_find epace,
mesn (o meintein the following propesitions.



21 '

That the Churivarri is ao aocient and immemeorial usage,
-practiced ip mony parts of old France, and introduccd and ob-
served in most ot the French colonies, particularly ju New-
France, exteading, even to this day from Quebec to New-Or-
feaus, every where where there are any congregated aumbers

v

-of the descendants of the old French setilers,

"That it is ip itself, when oot accompanied by sny riot or acts '

of violence, not only a harmless, and 1onocen, bhut a lsudable,
proper, and moral custom ; and a political beoefit, ivasmuch as
it visits with an adequate punishment, (that of temporary ridi-
cule,) the political erime, which is arraigoable at no other tri-
bunal, of unequal matches. -

That the common faw of England, which in this case must be
the paramount decider of the legal question, is specially built
upon ancient and immemorial usage, and under it whatever.is
proved to be a cistom for'a time “whereof the mémory of man
runneth not to the contrary,”becomes a law.a law permissive, io
-coutradistinction to a law obligatory ; thatis no manis bound to-
take part in a Charrivarri, but oo man can legally preveat it.

‘That therefore unless it be shewn that there is some written
statute to restrain or prevent such practices, they ave strictly
legal, aird nio one can or ought to be molested in  them, provid-
ed, as beforesaid, no acts of violence are committed. . -

"That, the altempt to make 'the act. commonly called the
Black act, to bearupon the Charrivacri, is as ideotic as itis au-
dacious, 1endering those who haul it in on the occasion, as con-
temptible for their shallowness of intellect, 8s they are execra-
ble tor their tyriannous endeavonr to twist the law, to serve
a particulsr purpose : that set having been made to restratn and
prevest deer-stealiug in tlie enclosed chases in Eogland, and par-
ticularly in Waltham chase, and Eppiog,_forest near London,
and being both de facto aod de jure, utterly inapplicable, and
of no force whatever in Capada.

That the police-regulations in Montreal, under which there
appears, to be the shadow of a right to restraiv ana prevent
Charrivarri meetings, are in taemselves illegal, void, and a non-
antity, therebring a radical defect .in the framing of them,
that whea it is pointed out, will shew they are m toto jovallid,
and {o be considered asnon avenu ; aod independent of this,

- that, even if they were legally binding in other points, there is
no autherity-in the'sapieat body whence they emanate, to enact
any regulations that are-coutrary to the liberties of the subject,
the common law of Englasd, or established .usage. Besides it
will be recollected that it wes proved in the House of Assembly
that Mr. Thomas M’Cord todk the house by surprise, and
cheated them into, an acquiescence with the bill under which
these reglations derive their sole legal authority.

That jt is a part both ofthe duty and policy of straggers who
come 1o settle i a country, to follow, and submit ((({ the estab.
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Tished customs of that country, as well as to its laws.

T'hat the Giecian games, the Roman Saturnaha, the Vepes
tian Carnival, the Spanish bullfeasts, the Evglish May games,
aud an jopumerable oumber of othe1 pational customs, are all a-
ki 1o that of the Charrivarri, aod were, or are, o more pruper
or legal thaa that is. o

"I'hat in the result of the late melancholy oceurrence at Mont-
1eal, {nto its detsila 1 shall ot enter, as a ]egql trial of the real
crimnals, 5t is to be hoped will take place, to satisfy the pub-
lic arritation, and therefore itis proper to abstain from them,
uutil the facts are proved in evidence,) the magistrates have, a5
far as oiy present information goes, acted in a diametrically op-
posite way to what their duty and justiée required, aad that they
ought to hiave beep diligently employed in ‘secking after, and
both securiug for trial and screening from popular. vengeance,
the pe1petrators, abettors, and accessarics, of the murder, which
a coroner’s jury bave declared has been committed, than io tak-
ing up, examining, detaining, and imprisoaing, the unoffending
partice who are the aggrieved side; if they had let the guilty
escape, they ought not to have' tursed round and attacked the
innocent.' 1f they found it necessary to do something to redeem
the opioicn oftheir ineflicience and inactivity, it ought to have
.been the demolisheis and rioters of the enmsuing evening,
whom they should have sought after ; who, altheugh actuated
by an excusable spi1it of maddeped revenge for (he sanguinary
outrage that had been practiced, were breskers of the law, of-
fenders in deed and in smirit. '

That these cvents ought to be waining voice, first to the sclt
willed fools who will not pay tribnte to pepular custom, and an
ancient legal and laudable mode of having their folly gently re-
buked, not agein to dare to attempt {o put down that custom
by bloed and murder ; aod secondly to all true Canadians to
sesist the oppressive rod that is esdeavoured to be held over
them, nor ever to let another iil assorted match take place with-
out a Charrivarri, and if attempted to be prevented 1n that le-
gal and proper pursuit, to resist, vf et arms, all attacks that
may te made upon them to take them prisoners, or to disperse
them;as I tell them that no magistrate,officer,constable, watchman,
or any other wdividaal,bas any right to do so, untal after the
riot act has been read.

Aud, finally, that it ought to be taken up in the ext session
of the House of asserybly,who Ithope will not suffer the ancien(
and praise-worthy customs of their forefathers, to be  trampled
upen by a set of factious 'and’ upstart’ Scotchmea, lsliﬂbecked
Americans, and unpriacipled, and imbecile trading iust;:‘ces.} 1’



