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THE PROCLAMATION OF CYRUS.

A SERMON
BY REV. W. A, MACKENZIE, B. A, B. D.

« Now in the first year of Cyrus King of Persia that the vord of the Lord by the
moull of Jeremial might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus King
of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in
wriling, saying, Thus saith Cyrus King of Persia, The Lord God of Heaven hatlh
givenme all the kingdoms of the earth, and he hath charged me fo build him an
houge at Jerusalem, which is in Judal.,"—Ezra i. 1-2.

HE book of Ezra is a plain and straightforward narrative of

one of the most important parts of the history of the chosen
people. It tells of the return of the Jews from their long captivity.
Part of the people returned under the leadership of Zerubbabel
about the year 536 B.C. Another portion of the captives found
their way back to their native land under the leadership of Ezra
eighty years later. The Look of Eara is in brief a history of the
two returns and the events immediately following. In the firsi
chapter we have anaccount of the inauguration of the proceedings
which issued in the retwrn of many of the captives. “ Now in the
first year of Cyrus King of Persia, that the word of the Lord
might be fulSled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus King of
Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom.”

Let us fasten on the word or rather the theme—* Proclamation.”
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Verily we may be able to get a good command of the text from
this standpoint. Notice

L The juncture at which the proclamation was made. “Now
in the first year of Cyrus King of Persia.” But what was
peculiar about that year more than any other year? It marked the
close of the seventy years’ captivity in Babylon. This proclamation
was in fultilnent of prophecy ; for Jeremiah had foretold, through
the inspiration of God, that at the close of seventy years the cap-
tive nation would have an opportunity of returning to their own
land. Jeremiah xxix. 10: “ For thus saith the Lord, that after
seventy years be accomplished at Babylon, I will visit you, and
perform my good word towards you in causing you to return to
this place.”” Brethren! the prophecies of Scripture are always, and
will always be fulfilled. Their fulfilment in the past is a pledge of
further fulfilment in the future; and fulfilled prophecy is one of
the grandest proofs of the divine origin and infallibility of Serip-
ture. To Abram, long before any heir was born to him, God pointed
out for hundreds of years the unerring course of his descendants.
To the wandering patriarch, Jehovah indicated that his descendants
would be serfs and bondsmen in Egypt; that they would be op-
pressed and down trodden for a long period of time. Then God
told him of the Exodus—the wondexrful deliverance from bondage,
and the entrance of the chosen people into the goodly land of
Canaan. The successive steps of the history of the Israclites, for
hundreds of years were marked out in the future, by the finger of
prophecy, and in these steps the chosen people infallibly followed.
Daniel’s prophecy, outlined in a dream, of the successive rise and
fall of the four great empires, who in turn controlled the destinies
of the world, was literally fulfilled in the history of the Babylonian,
Persian, Grecian and Roman Powers. Travellers, even infidel
inquirers, who have with careful research examined into the ruins
and silent desolation of once powerful kingdoins now extinet, whose
destruction was foretold in graphic language in the sacred Serip-
tures thousands of years ago, bear no uncertain testimony to the
fulfilment of prophecy. The very triumphs of Christianity, its
rapid growth from small beginnings, the spread of the leaven of
Christianity amongst the civilization and institutions of nations, its
sggressive movements upon the lory standing fortresses of dark
paganism, the gleam of the gospel torch upon far distant shores,
the uplifting and evangelization of the most degraded and barharous
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races on the face of the carth are all verification of prophecy.
Christ’s Lirth, his life of self-denial and voluntary humiliation, his
death and resurrection, the nature and mission of his work are all
graphically outlined in the Old Testament Secriptures. Prophecy
fulfilled is one of the grandest evidences to the truth of the Bible
and Christianity. I commend the careful study of this line to the
sceptical and unbelieving. A great many people have but a slight
appreciation of the truth of religion, because they have not examined
into the evidences. Christianity comes to you with ample ereden-
tials, its truth attested by a great crowd of vitnesses. Examine
this evidence, study it, “ try the spirits whether they be of God.”
Fulfilled propheey is one of the grandest proofs for the divine origin
of the Bible and Christianity, and also of the sovereignty of God who
is supreme in history, and who harmonizes the apparently tangled,
inextricable web of human events The proclamation for the restora-
tion had been foretold. It was certain to come to pass. Many a
pious Jew who awoke sorrowful notes from his harp beside the
willow covered banks of the waters of Babylon looked for the ful-
tilment of propheey, and believed that God would fulfil his promise.
The confidence of the believing Jew was not misplaced. The
seventy years were completed. At the appointed time deliverance
came. A proclamation was published for the return of the captives.
But

II. This proclamation was made through Cyrus the King of
the Persian empire. “Now in the first year of Cyrus King of
Persia, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus King of Persia that
he made the proclamation.” Who was Cyrus, anyway ! History
informs us. He was the grandson of Astyages—the last King of
Media. Like Moses he had a very narrow escape, when he was an
infant. I suppose because, like Moscs, he was to play a very im-
portant part in the history of God’s chosen people. His grandfather
prompted by a dream, determined to put young Cyrus to death,
However God watched over this promising boy, as he watched over
Moses, and Cyrus was spared, nurtured, brought up in seeret by the |
very persons who wers commissioned to put him to death. There
were marvellous genius, power and resources in that growing youth.
‘When he came to years of manhood, the affections of thousands of
oppressed subjects went out towards him. Cyrus defeated and
and overthrew the reigning sovereign, who was cruel and despotic:
and consolidated the Persian empire, after inaugurating a humane,
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salutary system of government. He was a mighty conqueror.
Wherever he went the tempest of war followed. The Lydian
empire was subdued and added to his dominions, after the defeat
of Creesus, famed for his wealth. Then came the capture of the
great city of Babylon, one of the most wonderful achievements of
all history. Through the channel of the river, whose waters had
been turned out of their natural course, the battalions of Persia
swept into the doomed city and took it by storm. Shortly after-
wards Cyrus assumed the title and position of King, and although
a great warrior, a continual fighter, for those were the days of per-
petual warfare, he was a humane, wise governor, a generous libera-
tor. He conquered in order to benefit, in order to rule in accordance
with right principles, and to be a guardian to the best of his ability
of the interests of the millions of people over whem he ruled with
benignant sway. After this brief historical sketch we are prepared
to consider him in relation to his divinely-appointed work. And
1st. Tn Cyrus we behold God’s man for the crisis, God’s
man for the time. His mission was foretold in the words of
prophecy. God spake of him long before in these words, recorded
in Isaiah xliv. 28; “ That saith of Cyrus, he is my shepherd, and
shall perform all my pleasure, even saying to Jerusalem, thou shalt
be built, and to the temple, thy foundations shall be laid.” Then in
the 45th chapter of Isaiah God says of Cyrus: “I guided thee
though thou hast not known me.” Cyrus was the divinely-appointed
man for the time, for the work. In God’s plan competent men are
brought out to grapple with the great crises that arrive. They are
not hastily developed. Perhaps they have been undergoing a long
course of training for years, as Mosesin the sheep pasture of Midian,
beneath the sombre shadows of those mountains amid which he
afterwards led the liberated Israclites; as David who was to ascend
the throne at a eritical time in the history of the Israelites. David
was preparing for years and years in the humble walks of pastoral
life for the work which was to devolve upon himn later in life.  God is
never surprised. We are often surprised. We often miscalculate.
"A contingency arises that we never foresaw, and we are often over-
whelmed by circumstances. In God’s plan as regards human history
erisis after crisis arises, but the chosen instrument of deliverance is
at hand. At the termination of the seventy years’ captivity, when
God’s time had come for a mighty movement to be made, Cyrus
shot forth into the foreground with his proclamation—the announce-
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ment of his determination to rebuild the temple and give the cap-
tives permission to return to their own land.

2nd. Cyrus was a fitting instrument for the work assigned.
He was a man of noble character, a statesman prompt and energetic,
and of great exceutive ability. Herodotus says  he ruled his sub-
jeets like a father,” Xenophen speaks of him as a model prinee, and
Plutarch asserts that “in wisdom, virtue, greatness of soul, he
excelled all other princes.” The record before us bears testimony
to his noble self-sacrifice and generosity of soul. In God’s plan
there is a harmony between the workman and his work. It is a
mistake to suppose that Goll employs weak, unworthy instruments
to grapple with the important crises of history. Gol may not
employ agencies that human wisdom would select, but God chooses
men of power, ahility, fitting instruments to come forth upon the
stage of action at critical periors, such as witnessed the bringing
forward of Cyrus. The man is suited for his work. This great
principle of adaptation runs through the universe. This adaption
of means to an end, of the limbs, structure and funetions of animals
to the uses vhat are to be made of these, is the eentral idea of the
design-argument, and implies the existence of a grand, omnipotent
designing mind. The same is true in the moral and spiritual sphere.
When there is any exception to this, e. g., when a man is engaged
at work for which he is not adapted—this is the result of human
freedom, a perversion of the ideal order, for God has adapted every
man for certain work. Cyrus was eminently fitted to do his work.
Moses was the very man to undertake the arduous mission of lead-
ing forth the captive Israclites from the bondage of Egypt. No
one could have grappled with the great crisis at the Reformation
better than the fiery, impetuous Luther. In the divine plan, God
has assigned to every onec a special work. Every one has a mission
to fulfil in life. The work given to each is suitable to the capacity
of each. The law of adaptation reaches to the humblest as well as
the greatest. The mystery is that God’s plan goes forward, his
work is carried out even although the individual shirks his work,
although he cannot shivk his responsibility. The solution is found
in the parable of the talents. The work which the unprofitable
servant refused to do was given to another. ¢ Take therefore the
talent from him and give it to him that hath ten talents.” Brethren,
you are in danger. God has given each a work. That work is
meeting you cvery day in the shape of opportunities, deeds of



86 Preshyterian Gollege Jowrnal.

charity that ought to be performed. You are shirking that work,
running into spiritual consumption, and when called to judgment
and asked to render an account of your stewardship, what will you
say 2 You may he able to say: “TLord! Lord ! we have gone to
church pretty regululy, with the exception of raiay and stormy
Sabhaths, we have gone to prayer meeting occasionally, we have
readd five or six chapters in the Bible.,” But what have you done?
Religion is practical. Faith is known by works. Brethren! it will
be a serious niatter with us if we neglect to fill our divinely-appointed
mission in life, if the work that we ought to have done has to be
overtaken by others. The reward will be according to the work
done, and if there is no work done how much reward will there be?

3rd. The divine side of the bringing together of Cyrus and his
work is clemrly indicated in the remarkable words—«The Lord
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus King of Persia” God was in this
matter. Here we have a distinet proof of the providence of od.
“ He does according to his will in the armies of Heaven and amcngst
the inhabitants of the earth.” The phenomena of nature are under
God’s control, so also are the events of history. The inspired his-
torian here reveals the secret working of God. This is one of the
advantages of having the Bible, that we are able to trace the
spiritual—the divine behind the secular. The Old Testament is
largely a record of God’s providential dealings with his ancient
people.  Supposing that we had merely a sccular history of the
Israclites—that God was left out of the record—we would wonder
what it all meant. Why is it, we would ask, that these Israclites
are leading such a chequered career, trudging for years in the path-
less wilderness, again, storming the fortresses of Canaan, successively
oppressed and overcome by swrounding nations. Again, they are
in Babylon in captivity refusing to sing the songs of their native
land. We would have wondered what it all meant. Bring God
into the history, and a flood of light is thrown along the path. We
understand the history of the chosen people in its cthical import.
We see that there was a supreme God leading them at every step
of their history. Believe me, God is in the history of every nation
under heaven, controlling their destiny as he did the Israclites.
There is the divine behind the secular if we could only see it. Pro-
vidence descendsto the minute, the individual. “The way of a man
is not in himself.”  Man proposes the course that he will take in life,
but God marks out a different track for him, and he follows in that
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track, led by the divine hand, and yet in a manner harmonious
with human freedom. I would observe further that Cyrus made
the proclamation of his own free will. God stirred his heart, but
did not compel him to take this course. What I mean is just this.
God acted upon the mind of Cyrus in such a way that he willingly
made the proclamation. It may have been that God influenced
the heart of Cyrus indirectly rather than directly, through human
means and instrumentalities, It is possible that Daniel may have
had an interview with this noble prince in Babylon, and pointed
out to him the grand opportunity that he had to confer special
favor upon the desolate Jews, who were pining for their native
land. Josephus distinctly states that Cyrus was shown the places
in Isaiah where he was mentioned by name, and his duty indicated
to him. Granted that this was the case, nevertheless God was
behind controlling and directing all these agencies, so that they
might have the.desired effect. Still, we must guard against sup-
posing that God wrought upon the mind of Cyrus in any arbitrary
manner, that God compelled him to do what he was unwilling to do.
It was a free, spontancous action on the part of Cyrus. A great
change came over his motives, a strange impulse came upon him,
and he of his own free will issued the great proclamation. Man is
free. Yet, .> would not be free, if he were forced to do right.
Mind cannot be governed by the same laws as matter. “Mind can-
not be controlled by force.” “Compulsion is an impossible element
in the government of mind.” You may compel a person to do a
thing, but all the same, you have not earried his volitions. God has
access to the human mind, to the source of motive and volition,
but he acts in such a way that the human will thus acted upon will
freely, and of itself, originate good action. Persuasion, drawing,
not compulsion, is the divine method. God will not violate human
freedom, God never compelled anyone to do a right action, nor to
become a Christian. Christ himself refusing, although possessed of
divine power, to use any coercive measures, mournfully said, admit-
ting the freedom of the will to choose good or evil, “Ye will not
come unto me that ye might have life” Cyrus freely, willingly,
made the proclamation. .

III. We come to notice briefly the substance of the proclama-
- tion. The great central topic is evidently—*“the building of an
house.” Even the return of the captives, if we take a profound
conception of the cthical signification of the record, is but a means
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to the great end of building the house of God. This is referred to
more than once in the text and following verses. “ He hath charged
me to build him an house.” “Who is there among you who will go
up to Jerusalem and build the house of the Lord God of Isracl ¢”
Cyrus wanted the people to go up to Jerusalem and build the house
of God. At first this seems strange, inexplicable.  We would have
expected the people to go up and attend first of all to the putting
up of buildings for their own comfort and advantage. However
when we legin to examin. into it, the real significance of this
thing, the far-reaching meaning of the building f the house of
God first and foremost, begins to dawn upon us. We begin to
think of the advantages of religion, the profound influence of the
house of God, and we get at the solution of why so much is made in
this hook of Ezra of the building of the house of the Lord God of
Israel. Whatever other building they neglected to build it would
never do to leave out the house of God. They might manage to get
along without a court house, town hall, without grand terraces and
magnificent private residences, bub not without a place for worship.
In one sense the temple, God’s house, was the great bond of union
amongst the chosen pecple. Especially was this the case in their
times of dispersion. Even in Christ’s time we see this truth exem-
plified. From distant lands, from regions far remote the Jews
flocked up to the temple at Jerusalem, at least upon the occasions
of their great annual festivals. We have the grand truth presented
here, that religion is of paramount importance, that it is necessary
to the existence of a nation. The people who do not serve God,
who do not have their places of worship, shall perish. Supposing
that our churches were obliterated, struck out of existence, what
would become of our country 2 It would go to ruin at a headlong
pace. The sacred influences that emanate from: our churches, where
God'’s word is preached, and God’s people assemble, counteract those
deadly cvils propagated by a world that hates Christ, and in spite
of all adverse forces are bringing the world gradually to a higher
and better condition. Religion should be the chief aim of the
nation and also of the individual. Seek Christ first, bend your
loftiest endeavors to promote the cause of pure and undefiled reli-
gion, not only in the chureh but in your own soul, and God will
withhold no other needed blessing. We have been speaking of the
proclamation of Cyrus for the building of God’s house, and the
restoration of the captive people of God. The gospel is a proclama-
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tion—like that of Cyrus—the proclamation of deliverance and
restoration. The unregenerate ave slaves, captives away from their
true home, down in the land of bondage. Sin is captivity. The
sinner is a slave. Christ came to preach deliverance to the captives
—* the opening of the prison doors to them that are bound.” He
came to strike the fetters from the slaves, and to confer upon them
“The glorious liberty of the children of God.” His atonement—
the sacrifice Christ oftered for sin is a deliverance. As ambassadors
for Christ, we declare to you a proclamation which, like that of
Cyrus, is put on record written down by the finger of Clod, that
you can be free. Restoration is the grand theme of the gospel.
The proclamation of Cyrus had a ring of universality about 1t.
“Who is there among you of all his people ? let him go up to Jeru-
salem.” The grand proclamation of the gospelisto all: “ Ho ! every
one that thirsteth come ye to the waters.” In clarion tones it peals
forth its glad sound to the utmost limits of the Universe—* Look
unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the earth.” Under the
proclamation of Cyrus, abundant facilities were placed at the dis-
posal of the captives to help them in their efforts to reach their
native land. God holds out abundant encouragements and induce-
ments to those who are desirous of escaping from the thraldom and
slavery of sin. He places at your disposal all the resources of his
grace. - He offers to accompany you every step of the way. “God
is able to do for you exceeding abundantly above all that youask or
think.” Once set your faces towards the land of freedom, and
God himself will enable you to obtain deliverance from captivity

and death.
Droclkuville, Ont.
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PROGRESS IN REVELATION.

O thoughtful reader of the Bible can fail to discover that God

in revealing Himself to His rational creatures, gave gradual

and more extensive views of His nature, character and purposes, as
the years of human history multiplied.

Progress in Revelation, was doubtless due to two causes. The
first cause was that the needs of the race called for a greater know-
ledge of God. The second was, that the capacities of the race were
ever enlarging, and were able to appropriate more with each sue-
cessive revelation.

Here we may see, not only, the wisdom and goodness of God,
in suiting His revelations according to the necessities and capabili-
ties of His people, in a manner similar to that of a wise teacher in
instructing his pupils, but we may find also in the perfect harmony
of those scattered portions, which were given at “sundry times and
in divers manuers,” a strong proof of the divinity of the sacred
seriptures.

The patriarchs and prophets and priests of the olden time
could not have met in solemn convocaiion to pre-arrange their
varied contributions in systematic form, with the view of securing
agreement, but each, “ moved by the Holy Ghost,” who supermtendcd
all the conceptions of these holy men in relation to divine communi-
cations, and protected the transmission of God’s thoughts into human
language, gave to the world humbly, independently and personally
what the Lord had given to him.

Thus, in pumds more or less distant from each other, under
circumstances sometimes the most opposite ; and in forms more or
less complex and diverse, the Creator manifested Himself to His
rational ereatures : always revealing to them all that they needed
to know of doctrine and duty, and all that their gradually expand-
ing capacitics would enable them to improve.

The various names and titles of the Almighty are sure to set
forth sume distinguishing features of His character, of some express
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quality of His nature, or some peculiar relation to His creatures.
It will therefore be neccssary for every Bible student, to ascer-
tain the meaning of the names, the circumstances in which they
were given, and the relation in which the new titles stand to those
previously known.

In the first chapter of Genesis, where we are furnished with a
panoramic view of ereation, we find the Creator under the title or
name “ Elohim,” which is the plural form of “ Elvah,” and is trans-
lated God. In other places the word “El” appears, both alone and
in various combinations, the meaning of which is strength and
power. Without doubt, the word “ Elohim ” is derived from “El”
and consequently, this first name by which the Deity was known,
was His ereative name or title, in which He appeared to the race as
the Creator, Preserver and Ruler of the Universe, and as the Being
“in whom they lived and moved.” It was the right name, to im-
press the patriarchs with the idea, that He who bore it, was the
“Powerful one, the Almighty.”

But it was necessary that more of Gud's character should be
known than the name “ Elohim ” indicated, and in the second chap-
ter of Genesis we find another name “Jehovah,” which is God's
strictly proper name, joined to Elohim, and translated the “Lord
God.” Hengstenherg saysthat the name “ Elohim ” indicates a lower

" consciousness of God, and “Jehovah” a higher stage of that con-
sciousness. Kurtz regards the former name as belonging to the
beginning, and the latter name as belonging to the developmend
“Elohim” is God’s creative name and “Jehovah”™ God’s covenant
name. In “Elohim” we see the sovurce of the ereation, and in the
name “Jehovah” we see the source of the new creation.  In the
19th Psalm, the heavens are represented as declaring the glory of
the Elolim, but when the Psalmist in the 7th verse comes to the
spivitual he says “The law of Jelovah is perfect, converting the
soul.” )

The name “Jehovah” from the future tense of the Hebrew
verb “to be,” scems to represent God as “one who is tocome :” “the
coming onc:” the comer. Although this is not the name of the
Second Person in the Trinity, it is interesting and proper to note
that He is involved in that name Jehovah.

Some Hebraists, of which Bengel is an eminent example, find
in “Jehovah ” the past, present and future tenses of the verb “ to be,”
which seems to corvespond with the declaration of Christ’s existence,
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made to the Apostle John on the Isle of Patmos: “I am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, wkick is, and
which 1was, and whick is to come, the Almighty.

1t is quite clear that the use of this name was not accidental
or meaningless, but was a channel of conveying to man a clearer
and richer conception of the divine nature and character, than he
could obtain from “ Elohim.”

Increased light also is thrown upon the charaster of God in
providence, by names which are combined with “El” and “Jehovah.”
As examples notice “Jehovah Sabaoth” (Lord of Hosts), Jehovah
Rophi (The Lord our healer), Jehovah Jirah, Jehovah Shalom,
Jehovah Nist (Jechovah my Bauner). These names arose from the
new conceptions that men obiained of God's relation to them in
varied circumstances, by which their views of the divine being
were enlarged and enriched.

It will be readily seen, in stwlying the hishory of the Patriarchs,
that the suceessive revelations of God to them, were direet and
rudimentary in comparison with the dispensation that followed.

They knew their Creator to be the Omuipotent and Omniscient
Jehovah, the source of all Holiness and Justice, and the object of
their love and worship. Such cunceptions animated these men, not
only to engraven the words and works of God upon their memories
as the material for trasdition, hut to offer their oblations and sacri-
fices, and to perform the vows which their devout gratitude enabled
them to make. They had no written laws; no priesthood other
than the head of every houschold: no tabernacles or temples for
public worship, yet their faith in a supreme God which was counted
for righteousness, their sense of moral obligation and expectation
of a future state, were distinet in proportion to their light.

But God had new beauties to reveal to His people in the sue-
ceeding dispensation under Moses. The religion was to he essentially
the same in substance as before, with certain mysterious additions
in precept and polity through which God would give more enlarged
views of His character and purposes.

A permanent Code of Laws, to direct men in general and pax-
ticular duties; the establishment of the oxder of Priests who woere
ordained to treat with God in behalf of themselves and the people :
a form of worship, which appealed to the outward sense and im-
pressed the inward spirit: the regulation of these sacrifices which
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set forth the beauty and efficacy of Christ’s atonement, were the
principal features of the Mosaic dispensation.

Here God’s character shone in the light of a higher magnitude,
and His will and purposes toward man’s salvation were less obscure
than in the patriarchal age. The grcat doctrines of imputation
and substitution stood out prominently in every sacrificial service,
and the necessity of a mediator was taught in the functions of the
High Priest.

Associated with the Decalogue, were nnmerous other statutes
to meet the tendency of the times. They were intended to be not
" only guides in all the duties and relations of social life, but to serve
as warnings against the infectious customs and wickedness of their
idolatrous neighbors, whose example more than once incited Israel
to sin.

The Temple worship was a great advance on that of the Taber-
nacle, though formed after the same model. The Ark and the
Mercy-Seat; the Shekinah in the Holy of Holies; the sacred fire
on the alter; the Urim and Thummim; the sacred utensils; the
different courts with their furniture and decorations, were all reve-
lations, which, though not fully understood by the people, were
afterwards known to represent the character of God and His
relation to men in Salvation.

Although this symbolic age, when blood was shed for the
remission of sin. was to be of long duration, and the type was to
continue until the “ Antitype ” appeared, yet ever and anon, addi-
tional and new flashes of light from Heaven were thrown upon
man's path. God raised up men to not only foretell the awful
consequences of sin, but to declare the approaching advent of the
promised Shiloh, in a clearer manner than in the obscure and gene-
ral terms in which he was previously announced.

David sang of Him as the “King on the Holy Hill of Zion.”
S:lomon saw Him as the Spouse of the Church. Isaiah had a
climpse of His mysterious birth, and named Him as the “ Wonderful
Counsellor, &c.,” the Immanuel ; the chief Corner-Stone elect and
precious. Never was the “ coming one ” so fully described as when
Isaiah called Him « the Man of Sorrows,” wounded for our trans-
gressions and bruised for our iniquities. Other Prophets added
their share to the augmentation of Scripture. They followed not
. “cunningly devised fables,” but faithfully delivered the divine
message that had been supernaturally communicated to them. These
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messages were full of “doctrine, reproof and instruction in
righteousness.” _

The ages swept on, and though the shadows deepened, there
were vivid outlines. The times were full. Looking at Hebrew
piety, in the hope of seeing a close correspondence between it and
the privileges the people possessed, we are compelled to say “the
gold had become dim and the fine gold changed.”

At last the period dawned—the morning of Christianity—when
all previous dispensations and revelations merged into the Christian
dispensation as the twilight melts into sunlight. Here the revela-
tion of God reached its noon-tide glory. The altars on which had
blazed for ages the sacrificial fires, shall smoke no more as “life
and immortality are brought to light by the Gospel.” The old
cnactment “ an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” must dis-
appear before the new “Bless them that curse you and pray for
them that despitefully use you and persecute you.” The ancients
never had anything on life and duty like Christ’s sermon on the
mount."

The Blood of Jesus Christ, “the Lamb of God,” was more
effective than the blood of beasts. And the declaration of Christ, “I
am the resurrection and the life,” drove away the shadows that hung
over the future life like a thick veil

The want of space precludes a further development of this
subject. Suffice it to say that this last manifestation of God, in
the birth, life, death, resurrection and glorification of Christ, to
which may be aidded the writings of the Apostles, is the summit of
progress in revelation ; the clearest ray from the everlasting light,
and the noblest stream from the fountain of heavenly wisdom and
love. .

If the pious ancients walked in the paths of truth and righ-
teousness, by the light of a limited and obscure revelation, and
were counted worthy to have their names enrolled in that im-
mortal galaxy of spiritual giants in the Epistle to the Hebrews,
“hehold what manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conver-
sation ” since we are so highly favored with a more excellent

dispensation.
W. J. SMYTH.
Montrcal.



PRESBYTERIANISM IN BRITISH COLUMBIA.

REVIOUS to the discovery of gold in the sand bars of the
Fraser River, about thirty years ago, this, then remote and
almost inaccessable part of the Continent, was little known except
to a few traders and the sexrvants of that great pioneer of civilizo-
tion in British America—the Hudson’s Bay Company. At that
time white settlers were found only in the near vicinity of the
company’s trading posts seattered at longer or shorter distances
both on the mainland and Vancouver Island. In addition to the
regular staft’ of officers and servants to be found at each of its
trading posts, the company, with the view of cultivating consider-
able tracts of good agricultural land in the vicinity of Fort
Victoria, which formed the nucleus of the present beautiful and
prosperous city of that name, and of opening up the rich coal
mines at Fort Rupert and Nanaimo, brought out on terms of several
year's cngagement, a large number of immigrants composed of
practical farmers and miners, a large proportion of these as well as
chief officers and other servants of the company, were Scotch. It
is a somewhat curious and remarkable fact that although Scotch-
men are found oceupying, in such large numbers, th: most prominent
positions in the management of the vast business of this great
trading company, that the practice has invariably been to appoint
Episcopal clergymen as its chaplains to minister to the spiritual
wants, both of its employecs and colonists. This was the case in
British Columbia as well as in the Red River country. The com-
pany’s first chaplain was the Rev. Mr. Stains, o man of earnest
piety, and apostolic zcal, who, it appears like the early Episcopal
missionaries to Rupert’s Land, wisely respected the conscientious
convictions of his Scottish. parishioners. After laboring in the
colony for a number of years he perished by the vessel on which
he was returning to England, being wrecked and going to the bottom
of the Pacific. He was followed soon afterwards by the Reve
Edward Cridge, & man of similar spirit, who continued for a num-
ber of years like his predecessor, to supply the spiritual wants of
all the Protestants in the colony. The absence of any other service
than that of the Episcopal church had the usual effect of leading
a considerable number of Scottish and Irish Presbyterians to scek
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a religious home in that church—being thus lost to the church of
their fathers, traces however, of whose early training and influence
they and tueir descendants retain to the present day. Such names
as that of the late Sir James Douglas, Hon. Roderick Finlayson,
Hon. Senator McDonald, the late Dr. Tolmie and Chief Factor
Wark may be mentioned in this connection. A large number, how-
ever, of the first Scottish and Irish colonists remained loyal to the
form of service and principles of the Presbyterian church, in spite
of these unfavorable conditions. Mr Cridge still resides in Victoria
and is now, dnd has been for some ycars, the much respected Bishop
of the Reformed Episcopal church.

The discovery of gold on the Fraser River about the year 1858,
brought British Columbia into prominent notice and attracted a large
population from every port of the world.

As early as about the year 1859 or 1860, the duty of appoint-
ing & Presbyterian missionary to British Columbia was recognised
by the late Dr. Burns, the Convener of the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee of that day, and resulted in the offer of the appointment
b2ing made to the Rev. D. H. MacVicar, now Principal of the
Presbyterian College, Montreal, who had, a short time previously,
graduated from Kuox College. This being only one of many calls
for Mr. MacVicar’s services, he was led to accept of that from Knox
church, Guelph—a decision, it may be stated in passing—strongly
suggestive of what might have been.

As early as the year 1861, the Rev. John Hall, commissioned
by the Irish Presbyterian church, arrived in Victoria, where for
four years he continued to labour, surrounded by many difficulties,
but with not a little success, evidence of which remains to the pre-
sent in the well organized and active Tirst Presbyterian congrega-
tion and its beautiful church edifice. Mr. Hall was followed in 1862
by the Rev. Robert Jamieson, by appointment of the Canada Presby-
terian church. He began work at New -Westminster on the main-
land, where he continued to labour, except for a short time spent in
the organization of a congregation and the erection of a church in
Nanaimo, amidst the many discouragements incident to the fluctua-
tions of & town mainly dependent upon a restless and constantly
changing mining population, until obliged, in May, 1884, in conse-
quence of ill health, to resign his charge. He left, as visible proofs
of his ministry, a thoroughly organized and vigorous congregation
with a comfortable church and manse. Mr. Jamieson continued to
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reside in New Westminster and 1s now able, in addition to the dis-
charge of his duties as chaplain to the Provincial Penitentiary,
which he has held for some years, to give valuable aid in presby-
terial and other work.

Mr. Jamieson was followed about the year 1865 by the Rev.
Daniel Duft; also by appointment of the Canada Presbyterian Chureh,
who laboured for upwards of a year in the then famous Cariboo
gold region, and afterwards for a short time at New Westminster
during Mr. Jamieson's absence in Nanaimo, when he returned to the
east. On Mr. Jamieson’s return, about the year 1869, from Nanaimo,
to resume charge of New Westminster, he was succeeded at the
former place by the Rev. Mr. Akins, also of the Canada Presby-
terian Church, who, however, remained in the country only about
the same length of time as Mr. Duff

Some time after the arrival of Messrs. Hall and Jamieson, the
Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotlard sent out as its first
missionary the Rev. Mr. Nimmo, who continued to labour in Victoria
until 1865, when, on Mr. Hall’s resigning his charge of the First
Church with the view of removing to New Zealand, on the recom-
mendation of the Rev. Dr. MeClure, Convener of the Colonial
Committee of the Irish Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Thomas
Somerville, & young and recently ordained minister of the Church
of Scotland, received and accepted a call from Vietoria. All the
Presbyterians having united under Mr. Somerville, Mr. Nimmo was
withdrawn by the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotland.
Mr. Somerville continued in charge of the united congregation for
upwards of a year, when circumstances arose, unhappily too com-
mon in every part of the church, which resulted in division, the
formation of & second congregation,and the erection of St. Andrew’s
church. Of this congregation Mr. Somerville continued in charge
until about the year 1870, when he returned to Scotland. He was
succeeded by the Rev. S. MeGregor, who,in addition to faithful and
Iaborious work, there succeeded at different times in interesting the
Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotland in British Columbia
to the extent of obtaining liberal grants and the appointment of the
Rev. Messts. Clyde, McElmon, Dunn, Murray and Nicholson, to the
charge respectively of Nanaimo, Comox, Langley, Nicola and
Victoria District. Mr. McGregor having returned to Scotland in the
year 1871, he was succeeded in the charge of St. Andrew’s by the
Rev. R. Siéephen, who also returned to Scotland in May, 1887. Mr
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Clyde, after five years’ service at Nanaimo, removed to the United
States, and was succeeded by the Rev. A. H. Anderson, who con-
tinued in charge until his removal about two years ago to British
Guiany, the pulpit remaining vacant until the arrival from Scotland
in July, 1887, of the Rev. J. Miller, who is now in charge. M.
McElmon remained in charge of Comox for ahout five years, during
which time a fair congregation was organized and a comfortable
church erected. On his removal to Washington Territory, he was
succeeded by the Rev. James Christie, who continued in charge until
May, 1887, having Leen transferred to Wellington, formerly asso-
ciated with Nanaimo. M. Dunn continued in charge of Langley
" and associated stations for about ten years, supplying an extensive
district besides being largely instrumental in the erection of two
comfortable churches almost, if not altogether, free from debt. M.
Dunn having taken a well-earned furlough of six months, visited
Ontario, and was received by the General Assembly of 1886 as a
minister of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. Mr. Murray, after
labouring for some years over an extensive district in the interior,
with Nicola for his centre, returned to Nova Scotia, where he was
called to the pastorate of an important congregation in New Glas-
gow, which he resigned, returning to his old charge at Nicola upon
Mor. Chisolin’s removal to Kamloops in May, 1887. Mr. Nicholson,
after labouring for a short time in the Vietoria distriet, and after-
wards as teacher of the Vietoria High School, returned to the
Eastern Provinces. After the division of the congregation in 1866,
the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church, Victoria—except fort-
nightly supply from Mr. Jamieson for six months—continued vacant
until the arrival of the Rev. Jotm Reid from England in 1877.
During a period of about five years the congregation, under Mr.
Reid’s charge, enjoyed considerable prosperity. On Mr. Reid’s re-
turn to England the pulpit was supplied by the Rev. Mr. Smith—
who had been a minister for some time of the Methodist Church—
for about a year, and after him by the Rev. D. Gamble, & minister
of thie Presbyterian Church in the United States, for about the
same length of time.

In the summer of 1882 the Rev. Dr. Cochrane, convener cf the
of the Home Mission Committee, visited British Columbia by
appointment of the General Assembly. After his return a more
vigorous policy was adopted in reference to work here, looking in
the dircetion of the Committec’s assuming, if not the whole respon-
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sibility, at least sharing it more largely. In the spring of 1884 the
late Rev. J. S. Mackay was called to the pastorate of St. Andrew’s
church, New Westminster, where he continued to labour with much
faithfulness and success until compelled by failing h.alth, in the
autumn of 1885, to seek change of climate and rest in Southern
California. After spending the winter there he returned to his
home in the county of Oxford, Ont., where his short but fruitful
ministry was closed by death a few months afterwards. During
Mr. Mackay’s absence and the ensuing vacancy, the pulpit was sup-
plied by the Rev. J. S. Taylor, of Moose Jaw, N.W.T.,, for about four
months ; by Mr. Jamieson and by neighbouring and visiting ministers
until the fall of 1886, when the congregation, by a unanimous and
hearty call, secured for pastor the Rev. Thos. Scouler, of Erskine
church, Hamilton. My Scouler’s induetion took place in January,
1887. During the vacancy the congregation erected a handsome
and comfortable manse, which was ready for use on the arrival of
their new minister. At the same time the congregation became selt-
sustaining, paying a stipend of $1,500 besides a retiring allowance
annually of $350 to Mr. Jamieson. Early in the spring of 1887,
the congregation began the erection of a handsome and commodious
brick chureh, at a cost of about $15000, which was opened
opened for divine service last February. This without doubt is the
best church edifice on the mainland of British Columbia—if not the
best in the Province.

On the application of the congregation of the First Presby-
terian church, Vietoria, and by the appointment of the Home Mis-
sion Committee, the Rev. Donald Fraser, M.A., of Mount Forest,
Ont., was inducted by the Presbytery of Toronto to the pastoral
charge of the congregation, arriving in Vietoria in August, 1884.
A somewhat checkered history, including a long vacancy, frequent
changes, the absence of presbyterial oversight, together with a
serious loss by fire, had the usual effect upon the congregation. Mr.
¥raser’s enexgetic labours and other favouring conditions, however.
brought the congregation up to a self-sustaining position, paying a
stipend of $1,800 within eight months.

The congregation is now in a prosperous state, a strong centre
of xcligious influence in the city, and contributing liberally to the
schemes of the church, and has removed a debt of about $4,000 en
the church property during Mr. Fraser's pastorate,

In the spring of 1883, the Home Mission Committee appointed
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the Rev. T. G. Thomson, for a number of years minister of Bruce-
tield, Ont., and the Rev. John Chisholm, of Osprey, Ont., to British
Columbia, the former to the charge of what was then known as
Granville and North Arm, and the latter to Nicola and associated
stations, including Kamloops. For some years previous to M.
Thomson’s arrival, Mr. Jamieson had been giving such supply as
he was able to Granville, Moodyville, on the opposite side of Bux-
rand Inlet, North Arm and Langley, in connection with New West-
minster. On Mr. Thomson’s arrival, Granville was only a mere
hamlet, dependant upon an extensive saw mill, and a number of
lumbering camps in the vicinity. North Arm is an important
agricultural district. The determination of the C. P. R. to make
Granville or Coal Harbour the terminus of the road, instead of
Port Moody at the head of Burrand Inlet, made the former, while
it ruined the prospects of the latterr Within a year a town, indeed
a city of considerable size, sprang up, the old name having been
changed to Vancouver. HEarly in 1886 steps were taken to secure
the erection of a church—a neat and comfortable building—which
was scarcely finished when the disastrous fire of June followed, and
swept away almost every building in the place. The missionary
and the people at once set to work to rebuild, and, with some aid
from the East, were successful in the course of a few months in
having a comfortable and commodious hall completed, in which
the congregation still worships. The city continuing to grow with
wonderful rapidity, the congregation necessarily gained strength
and shared in the general prosperity. In March, 1887, the congre-
gation having attained sufficient strength to become self-sustaining,
asked for separation from North Arm. This being granted, Mr.
Thompson was called and inducted to the pastoral charge in May
following, the congregation undertaking to build a manse, and pay
a stipend of $1,500. During Mr. Thomson's charge of North Arm,
a neat and comfortable church was erected there.

Owing to the very rapid growth of the city, and want of
sufficient accommodation in the First Chureh, it was found necessary,
in the carly part of last year, to open a new mission in a rented
house in the east end of the city, where a very good congregation
was soon gathered together, of which Mr. Thomson took the over-
sight until May, when the Rev. R. Y. Thomson, B.D., of Knox
College, was secured to assist him. During the summer of 1887 a
comfortable and commodious hall was completed, and Mr. R. Y. Thom-
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son left in September, to resume his duties as lecturerin the college,
and at the next meeting of the Presbytery, application was made
by the new congregation, to become a separate and self-sustaining
charge. In Deccember following, a hearty and unanimous call came
up from the congregation addressed to the Rev. E. . McLaren, B.A,,
of Brampton, Ont., with a promise of $2,500 for salary and expenses
of removal. This call has since been accepted and Mr. McLaren
inducte.d.

Mr. Ch'sholm continued to labour over an extensive cattle
ranching distriet, with Nicola for his centre until May, 1887, when
it was found that the growing importance of Kamloops, with sur-
rounding distriets, demanded his removal there. Soon after M.
Chisholm’s removal, the congregation undertook the ercction of a
church edifice which was completed and opened for divine worship
in the early part of last year, at a cost of about $5,000. This large
amount for so new a place, with the exception of a loan of ahout
$1,000 from the Chureh and Manse Building Fund, was contributed
by the people of Kamloops and neighborhood—Ilargely throngh
Mr. Chisholm’s indefatigable efforts. In all other respects the con-
gregation continues to grow and prosper.  About $800 were raised
last year for the support of ordinances hesides contributions to the
schemes of the church.

In March, 1886, the writer of this communication was trans-
ferred from the Presbytery of Brandon, and appointed by the
Home Mission Committee to the charge of an extensive district
lying to the east, north and west of Victoria, with the last named
place for his head-quarters. Although settled for some time by a
considerable number of Presbyterian families, much of this district
received previvusly little or no services fromn ministers of the Pres-
byterian church. In addition to the oversight of six stations in
this district monthly, visits are now made to three points along the
Island Railway, between Victoria and Nanaimo. This is accom-
plished through the aid of Mr. Fraser, who gives two services
mornithly to two of the stations lying nearest Victoria, in addition
to his ordinary work in the city. The contributions of the pcople
towards the support of ordinances have been very liberal indeed,
taking their circumstances and other conditions into account.

At the same meeting of the committee, the Rev. J. A. Jaffray,
B.A., was transferred from Sault Ste. Marie, and appointed to the
charge of Spellamacheen. This is an important agricultural valley
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in the interior of the Provinee, some four hundred miles from the
coast.  Although settled for many years by a number of attached
members and  office-bearers of ‘the church, nothing was done pre-
viously for supplying them with religious ordinances. The people
received Mr. Jafiray with great cordiality, and a feeling of strong
mutiaal attachment and interest has since been formed which lessons
very mueh the disadvantages and sacrifices of Mr. Jaffray’s isolated
position.  The people’s contributions towards the support of ordin-
ances, are very liberal.

On the Rev. Alexander Dunn’s return from Ontario, he was
appointed to Alberni, a remote and isolated settlement, at the head
of the Alberni Inlet, on the west coast of Vancouver island. This
1s one of the newest but not the least promising settlement in the
Province. The first minister to visit it was Mr. Fraser of Victoria,
who spent some weeks there in the summes of 1885,  The settlers
appreciate very highly the privilege of having a minister among
them, the majority arce Presbyterians, but Mr. Dunn ministers to all
Protestants in the place, and some Roman Catholies as well. Owing
to the labour of clearing the land, and long distance from mark t,
the mission will require considerable assistance for some time.

In the autumn of 1887, the Rev. Alexander Tait, for some years
minister of Mono, Ont., was appointed to the charge of Langley
group of stations. This field lies on both sides of the Fraser
river, above New Westminister. It is an important agricultural
district, and scttling up very rapidly. The work here is very
heavy, the district being extensive, stations numerous. an«. difficul-
ties of traveliing—owing to the bad state of the roads, and the
necessity of crossing the river—are very great. Besides the two,
comfortable churches built, while under Mr. Dunn’s charge, a very
neat brick church was erected during the past summer. To meet
the requirements of the people, and in justice to the missionary
this field should be divided into two charges.  The people raise up-
wards of, $700 for the support of ordinances.

In August, 1886, an urgent application was received from
Chilliwaek, a very important settlement on the Fraser River, about
fifty miles above New Westminister, for a minister, with a guarantee
that the people would raise $600 a year for three years for stipend,
and undertake during that time to ercet a church and manse at a
cost of about $6,000—and at the end of the three years be self-
sustainmg.  After considerable delay the Rev. G. C. Paterson, of
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Beaverton, Ont., was appointed in June, 1887, to this promising
field.  Since that time a comfortable manse has been built and now
oceupied by the minister, and the chureh which was begun before
the arrival of the missionary, was completed and opened for divine
worship in the eurly part of the summer of 1888,

After the separation of North Arm from Vancouver, the con-
gregation there was supplied for three months by a student Cate-
chist, and afterwards placed under the charge of the Rev. J.
Cormack, formerly of Lachine, who was appointed by the Com-
mittee in June, 1887. This is oune of our most active and liberal
congregations raising $700 for the support of ordinances.

After a year's arduous and suecessful labor, Mr. Cormack was
obliged in September of 1888 to return to Ontario, owing to ill-health.
The congregation has been vacant since that time—having only
oceasional service.

In March, 1886, the Rev. D. M. Gordon, then of Winnipeg, by
appointment of the General Assembly, visited British Columbia
with the view of conferring with ministers and missionaries then
laboring in the Province about methods and plans for future work.
Among other recommendations adopted at a meeting held in New
Westminister was the erection by the next General Assembly of the
Presbytery of Columbia. This recommendation was adopted, the
Presbytery holding its first meeting in New Westminister in
August, 1886. Among the most important and interesting of the
Presbytery’s duties have been the reception at its first meeting of
the congregation of Langley, and in May, 1887, of Comox, and in
December of the same year St. Andrew’s, Victoria, with the cordial
concurrence of the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scotland.

After a vacancy extending over a period of about nine months,
St. Andrew’s, Victoria, succeeded in securing the services of the
Rev. P. McF. McLeod, of the Central Church, Toronto, as pastor.
In addition to the payment of one of the largest stipends of any
congregation in the church, and the purchase at a cost of upwards
of $8,000 of manse property, the congregation has during the past
year taken initial steps towards the erection of a new church at an
estimated cost of about $40,000. Under Mr. McLeod’s pastorate
this old and influential congregution must exert a powerful Christian
influence in the city and throughout the bounds of the Presbytery

In May last, by appointment of the General Assembly’s Home
Mission Committee, the Rev. Alex. Fraser, for many years pastor of
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the congregation of Orirco, Ont, was placed in charge of Comox.
His labors there are being attended by encouraging and gratifying
suceess. It may be stated that in addition to the work carried on
in British Columlia under the direction of the Presbytery of
Columlia, the Presbytery of Calgary has the oversight of a number
of mission stations in the Provinee along the line of the Canadian
Pacitic Railway, and extending southward to the important Kotenay
district as far as the International Boundary. The work in this
new and mountainous region, has been vigorously prosecuted under
the direction of that Presbytery, and that of the energetic Superin-
tendent of Missions for Manitoba and the Northwest, since the
openirg of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

There are now in the Presbytery five scttled self-sustaining
charges, paying stipends ranging from $1,500 to $3,500—with. in
most cases, manses—and  eleven mission fields. receiving more or
less aid from the Home Mission Fand,—vith eight ordained mission-
aries.

Reference to the statistical report presented to the last General
Assembly (1888) will show that the contrilutions of these congrega-
tions and new mission ficlds per family for all purposes were very eon-
siderably higher than that of any other Preshytery in the church,
the average per family having been $48.60—the next highest being
Toronto at 84414, the third highest being that of Calgary—another
new Presbytery,—the figures being $40.00.  This rate of giving—
more than double that of many of the oldest and most favorably
situated Presbyteries in the chureh,—should be 2 good evidenee of
the people’s appreciation of gospel ordinances and  their unwilling-
ness to be unduly burdensome to the rest of the church.

Besides the number of charges and ministers stated there are
vet, within the bounds of the Presbytery, three charges with three
ministers in rominal connection with the Church of Seotland, and
laboring under the direetion of its Colonial Committee. These
three charges are aided to a small extent by the Colonial Committee.
These are Nanaimo, and Wellington on Vancouver Island, and
Nicola on the mainland, with Messrs. Miller, Christie and Murray
as ministers vespeetively.  The union and consolidation of Preshy-
terian interests in British Columbia, is, however, a question of only
a short time.  When these charges have attained a self-sustaining
position, which is expeeted to bie at not a remote date, it is confi-
dently expected that with their ministers, they like the Chureh of
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Scotland charges already mentioned, shall seek connection with
the Presbytery, with the hearty concurrence of the mother churceh,
to which Presbyterianism in British Columbia, owes so much of its
present prosperous condition and bright future prospects.

It may be stated that this hwried sketch was prepared with
the practical design of deepening the interest of the readers of the
COLLEGE JOURNAL in this new, remote but very important Pro-
vince. With a delightful climate, rich in undeveloped resources, of
field, mine and forvest, and most valuable fisheries, there is cvery
reason to expect, that in the near future, it will occupy a forcmost
position among the Provinces of the Dominion. 1t is then of the
first importance that church extension should, in the future toa
greater extent than in the past, keep pace with that of settlement.
The opening of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and the establish-
ment of a steamship line to Japan and China, make British Colum-
bia the meeting place of Eastern and Western civilization. In the
centres of population, and seattered all over the Provinee are found
thousands of Chinese, besides a large population of Indians of a
high grade of intelligence and, as a result of inissionary effort,
producing a high type of Christian character, for whom our church
has yet done nothing. It may with confidence he stated that no
place, at home or abroad, can present a more inviting field for
missionary cffort either in home or heathen evangelization. For
many years British Columbia must be dependant upon the colleges
of the Eastern Provinces for a supply of ministers and missionaries.
It is not therefore too much to expeet, on the part of those who
are now striving to lay the foundations of Preshyterianism in this
new country, that not a few of the students and alumai of the
Preshyterian College, Montreal, will respond to the Macedonian
call from British Columbia—* Come over and help us,” thus aiding
in realizing the wise and henevolent plans of thirty years ago.

D. MacRax.
¥ictoria, B. C.



THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, THE CHURCH AND
THE IOME.

", HEN. a little more than a century ago, Robert Raikes, of

Gloueester, coneeived the idea of feunding Sunday Schouls,
his purpose was to secure the religious instruction of those children
who otherwise would not receiveit at all. It was to be expeeted that
in the course of time this original conception would be moditied and
expanded; yeb there is room for doubt whether we have not
wandered too far aficld, so as to be in danger of regarding the
Sumday School not simply as the guide of the vicious and neglected,
but as a convenient substitute in all cases for the first training
ground of life, which is the home.

Now, in so far as this erroncous impression exists, it is mainly
the parents and not the Svnday School teachers who are responsible
for it. For at the outset this prineiple must be clearly laid down,
that no religious agencies, however excellent, can supersede the
obligations of the home, much less furnish an apology for neglect-
ing them.  The universal conscience of the race unites with the law
of God in cmphasizing the sacredness of the parental relationship.
We rightly call that mother * unnatural ™ whe is indifferent to the
physical well-being of her efispring. We look to her, and seldom
in vain, for that patience, that self-sacrifice, that brooding care
which, though to another they might scem irksome, bring to her
their own reward in the comfort and happiness of her children.
And shall we think that mother or that father less unnatural who
igmores the spiritual needs of these committed to theie care ¢ How
far the distractions of this busy age and the inexorable penance
which the gal of society forees from its devotees—how far these
things interfere with the fundamental duties of the home, let those
tell who are most afficted by thein. No one, at least, can be blind
to the fact that there ave in every connnunity some to whom Jis-
tauee alone seems to lend enchantment, and who are prepared to
regard any other duties as were binding than those which lie
obviously among the familiar seenes of daily life. Whether the
energies ave dissipated by idle frivolity or by the multiplied and
hewildering agencies thremgh which Christian work is now sought
to le accomplished, the result is substantially the same, namely,
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nattention to the first realm of evangelistic etfort, the first reahn
of religivus zeal, among those who dwell together under the same
roof, and whose home-life is part of the plan of God. I am not
one of those who believe that the former days were better than the
days we live in; but in the matter of religious home-training, I
think we have something to leam frem the customs of our fore-
fathers.  Possibly their methods may have been sometimes unatbrac-
tive, if not severe: but what they did, they did with a deep sense
of responsibility, and with a sincere desive that the sced sown
might bring forth fruit in the future lives of their children. And
where, T ask, will you tind men and women with a finer devalop-
ment of consecience, or more fully instructed in the Seriptures then
in the land from which many of you have sprung, the land of the
Bille and the Shorter Catechism taught in the homes of its people 2
If, then, it may be asked, the first school of religious instrue-

tion is the home, shall we have any great nced of the Sunday
Schoal at all? But I answer, yes, most assuredly, and that, too,
in part, because of the home training and as a natural sequence
from it  For while religious instruction begins in ghe home, it
cannot end there. It is altogether foreign to the nature of Chris-
tianity to shut itself up within any walls, or to confine its advan-
tages only to those who have natural opportunities for enjoying
them. Next to the home comes the chureh, of which it is impossible
not to say something in tracing the connection between the various
religious influences which ought to surround our youth.  The
Divine institution of the home makes possible that other Divine
institution, the chureh, which, gathering into one the moral forees
of every home, is to spread the knowledge of Christian doctrine
and the practice of Christian conduct from the eentre to the circum-
ference of society until it fills the whole world.  And the church is
for all : for parents and for childven.  If is erroncous and mislead-
ingr to sprak of the Sunday School as © the children’s chureh,” as
though a distinet and separate fnstitution were requived for them.
Nothing of the kind.  Z%hedr church is their parvents chureh, and
their pavent’s chareh is theirs. While the ministers of the word
ferd the shvep, the Jambs are mot to be neglected nor allowed to
wansler from the fold. We cannot too strongly emphasize the fact
that the Sunday School is in no sense a substitute for the chured,,
hut an exsential pavt of it: not = the childrens chwreh,” but one of
the agencies by means of which the children are to be hrought into
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the church by a personal profession of faith in the Lord Jesus.
Among the questions which are appointed by Assembly to be
answered in the Presbyteries 'on the subject of Sunday Schools,
none, it seems to me are more important than those which deal
with church relationships: “ How many of your scholars attend
the services of the church /7 and, “ How many of your scholars
are members of the church?” No one will suspeet such a well-
known Sunday School worker as Dr. Vineent of partizanship in
this matter, and this is what he said:  « If it ever comes to le a
question between the sanctuary of God and the Sunday School,
then my voice will be for the Sanctuary.”

But it need never come to be a question hetween them, if the
respeetive funetions of each are rightly understood. It is part of
the duty of the church to consider how the young among its mem-
bership can he best trained in the knowledge and practice of true
Christianity. In early life, before it was possible for them either
to assent or ohject, they were solemnly dedieated to the serviee of
God in the Sacrament of Baptism. The laws which were then
assumed on their behalf, it is the inalicnable duty of parents to
seek to fultil, and it is the business of the church to surround the
children with every possible aid to a life of righteousness. They
«re members of the church alrearly, and if the chureh and the home
unite in fidelity to their respeetive tasks, it is reasonable to expect
that the prayer we make in the Sacrament of Baptism will be
answered, *“ that in due time they will heartily renew their baptismal
vows, and witnessing a gooid eonfession will persevere to the end,
obtaining a full and final victory through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Now to the accomplishient of this work, the Sunday Scho.l
brings powerful aid, breaking up in forms adapted to the under-
standing of the young those truths which the church unfolds, and
thus giving to the lambs of the flock that special care and guidance
which. under any circumstances, they will always require.  The
Sunday School it the church’s answer to her belief that the promise
is not only to us bug to our children, and not only to our children,
but to all that are afar off, to the poor and destitute, to those every-
where whom the Lord our God shall eall.

This, then, is the natural order of religious ageneies: first. the
home : then, the church: then the Sunday School ; and so far from
there leing any separation much less antagonism among them, they
are dependent on one another.  No child is in a position to receive
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the best results from the work of the Sunday School who is not
prepared for them by the example and training of the home. I
fear that if our Sunday School teachers chose to divulge some of
their secrets in regard to the ignorance of the children entrusted to
their care, we should have sufficient matter for grief and humilia-
tion before God. How can it be expected that a single hour will
counteract the current of the week’s worldliness 2 It is impossible.
Sunday School teachers have a »ight to look to parents as their
most powerful allies in the work which is given them to do. It
will be found difficult enough at any time. It will demand patience,
self-sacrifice, trust in God. The least that parents can do is to hold
up the hands of these faithful laborers by prayer and sympathy,
and by the use of the utmost diligence in making the soil of the
yvoung heart ready to receive the seeds of truth which are planted
there.

And thus, by the quickening of the parental conscience, we
shall be better able to emphasize again the original idea of the
Sunday Schoul as a missionary institution. It will seem an obvious
duty surely to maintain it in the necessary expenses connected with
its work, so that the offerings of the children shall be devoted to
the needs of the thousands even within the borders of our own
land, who are as yet deprived of similar privileges. The Sunday
School will stretch out its arms more widely towards the poor, the
ignorant, the neglected. Alongside of the child too painfully con-
scious that she is well dressed, will sit the squalid orphan, the
nursling of care, the victim of vice and sin, and the Master’s words
will come back with new force and meaning: “ Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these, ye have done it unto Me.”

W, T. HERRIDGE.
Ottawa, Ont. .



The Hission Arists,

THE SIXTY-SEVENTH PSALM.

HE sixty-seventh is not usually counted among the penitential
Psalms, but it is a favorite idea with the writer that it is a
Psalm of repentance—of “repentance unto life,”—and that in the
mouth of the Church of God, when the church or any part of her
shall really enter into this Psalm in its depths and heights, and send
it, short as it is, but whole, up to God, there shall be such a repent-

ance and such revivings as, perhaps, the world has not yet seen.

“God bless and pity us,
Shine on us with thy face.”

The church asks for pity. This is her first need. “A true
sense of ber sin,” “ grief and hatred of it,” as well as “an apprehen-
sion of the merey ” of Him to whom she is turning from it, all find
expression in that one word “pity us” It is not the Laodicean
church as Christ addressed her that would ever want God's pity.
When she sang the sixty-seventh Psalm she would egfectually leave
that word out. It is the church that has been brought to see her-
self and own herself “ wretched and miserable and poor and blind
and naked,” that can or will send up to Heaven the ery “ God bless
and pify us”

A sense of general unworthiness might give birth to that first
verse, but the simplest consideration of the one line in which the
rest of the Psalm runs, makes it plain that it is no mere sense of
general unworthiness that has prompted it.  When we sce the
results of any repentance we are at liberty to judgeas to the nature
of the sin repented of. - When the result of repentance is sobriety,
we may understand that the sin repented of was drunkenness.
When the result is a generous giving of means to the poor and
needy, the sin must have heen covetousness or penuriousness. When
we see the results of repentance to be the making known of God’s
way upen carth, and his saving health among all nations, the intro-
duction of “all people” to the company of those who sing forth the
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praises of our God, who sing because they arve glad—glad because
of Immanuel reigning in their midst, when the earth blossoms before
it and God, even our own God, pours forth blessings, until all the ends
of the earth have learned the fear of the Lord—when these are the
result of repentance, what can be the sin repented of but that one sin
that to the present hour dams back the tide of blessing, the wtter un-
Sfaithfulness of thedisciplesof Christ to their Master’sone pre-eminent
commission—* All power is given unto me both in heaven and in
earth. Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, teach-
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you alway even unto the end of the world.”

It is no ordinary sin that here sends the church to her knees.
Her Lord and Master, her own Redeemer, moved with infinite pity
for the perishing, came down to earth, and wrought out at unutter-
able cost, a righteous pardon, even “for the rebellious” “that the
Lord God might dwell among them.” This universal reprieve,
signed by His name and sealed with His blood, He gave into the
hands of His people to be published in the ears of every one of the
death-doomed rebels making up the kingdom of the Devil. The
church has been “busy here and there "—very busy here and there
—and the life committed to her charge, not for judgment this time
but for mercy, has gone. Generation after generation of those to
whom this perfeet reprieve is sent, have, because of the utter slug-
gishness of the messengers, been swept to everlasting destruction hy
the unstayed hand of justice.  'What must the onlooking universe
think of the selfish busy-ness of the bearers of such a document ?
What would be thought here even in this cold-hearted world of the
busy-here-and-there excuse of a messenger too late with a lawful
pardon on the day of execution? Would not the whole civilized
world ery “ shame !"—shame on the busy-ness and him who daved
to pleadit! What would the unfaithful messenger himself feel when
he realized the irretrievable consequences of his eruel delay 2 Given
two things, that the grace of real repentance was his, and that he
had yet in his charge other seprieves to be delivered in favour of
other criminals—given these two things—then he would feel as the
church of God feels when she sends up this ery, “ God bless and
pity us.”

Arxe there not some who will say, “There is too much hope and
boldness in the sixty-seventh Psalm for it to have sprung out of
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such a view of utter unfaithfulness brought home to the inmost
soul. Of those making such an objection the writer would ask,
“ Have you never, though perhaps almost unconsciously, indulged
in like reflections over the fifty-irst Psalm ? Is not David really
rather too bold and hopeful in his petitions for your idea of the
way such a sinner, in view of such a sin, ought to feel? God’s
loving kindness and the multitude of His tender mercies are taken
hold of atonce. Washing, and that till not a spot shall remain, is that
which is asked. The continued presence of the indwelling spirit of
the Holy God, not only God’s salvation, but the joy of His salvation,
the opening of the life, the teaching of transgressors and the con-
version of sinners unto God, deliverance even from blood guiltiness
itself, the building of the walls of Jerusalem, and offerings that are
to give pleasure to the heart of the living God Himself—does this
miserable penitent not soar higher than is becoming in such cir-
cumstances ! Yet this Psaln is God’s own picture of true peni-
tence,

And so the church, brought to “a true sense of her sin,” and also
to “ an apprehension of the merey of God in Christ,” turns from it
unto God with the cry, not only for mercy, but also for the bless-
ing of the Lord, and the gracious shining of His face. Merey first,
aye, mercy first. But then nothing short of His blessing and the
lifting up of His loving countenance will satisfy her. And would
anything short of that enable her to do the work, the neglect of
which has brought her to the dust ¢ If as a convicted eriminal she
should be more than content with the barest exhibition of mercy,
yet, as a commissioned servant, to be content with that is to be con-
tent with certain continued failure. Blessing in its fullness and the
shining of God’s face in its brightness—nothing short of this will
ensure faithfulness and cfliciency now. For His name’s sake she
must have a rich baptism from on high. TFor the work’s sake she
must be filled afresh from the Fountain of living waters.

These ave the two elements that are both seriously lacking in
much of our missionary activity—confusion of face before God be-
cause of unfaithfulness past, and yet the pressing for full and deep
spiritual blessing now in order to faithfulness and efficiency in the
future. If we are going to take this work up right, we need, with
a look up to the Almighty Spirit to “help our infirmities,”—we
need to “ consider our ways,” and lay to heart the utter eriminality
of our past conduct, and then the ery for mercy may be short for it
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will be real. Shall a hired servant, who has “fooled ” awauy the
long harvest day, come to his master with unblushing face and a
show of zeal as the sun is sinking low and ask for food and tools
and directions in going to work at the neglected grain? If the
master is to own him as a labourer at all must he not first own his
unfaithfulness?  Surely “ confusion of face belongeth unto us.”
“We with our fathers sinued have
And of iniquity
Too long we have the workers been,
We have done wickedly.”

If our missionary work dovs not begin with a heartfelt ery for
werey, it will not end in “all the ends of the earth” fearing the Lovd.

And then we nced, in order to the work, to press upon Him
“who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not,” for large and
deep supplies of grace.  Can the smoking Hax that has been thrust
under a bed or smothered under a bushel for so many generations
siddenly shine to the far corners of the earth by simply being lifted
up into the dews and winds of outer night ¢ Will it not be better,
after taking to ourselves and to our fathers the shame of its smoki-
ness, to go first to Him who sells oil without money as well as wine
and milk, and getting our lamp into a strong glow from the hea
venly feeding, then raise it in Christ’s name that it may give light
unto all that are in the earth.

“God bless and pity us,
Shine on us with thy face.”

What for 7 What is to be the direet outcome of the shining of
God’s face upon this suppliant for merey 7 “ Shine on us,”—and 5o
shine on us— that thy way may be known upon carth thy saving
health among all nations.” O for suck prayers for vevivalst Then
revivings shall come.  Shall we not take up this prayer? It isan
cfficient prayer. We shall know when we get the answer to it
The answer to it will be such an exhibition to ourselves of the
gospel of God’s grace that the hunger and thirst to impart it to
others will be as five in our bones.  Qur prayers for revivals are
mostly miserably selfish things.  Let us begin in earnest after this
fashion : “ Shine on us, that th’ carth thy way and nations all .uay
know thy saving grace.” The usual prayer for a revival is as
though the parched carth were to ask rain, but, forgetting the
withering crops depending for life upon the replenishing of its
reservoirs, were t0 he content to ask simply a shower suflicient to

3



114 Fresbyterian College Journal.

lay its own dust. Or as if the pretty comfortable father of a
famishing family were to ask bread, but, forgetting the hunger
and death among those properly dependent on him, were to ask
simply enough to satisfy his own appetite, with every intention
when it shall be given him, of sitting down far enough away from
the poor famishing sufferers not to be too much disturbed by their
cries, and there to eat hisfill and give thanks! O, but we are
selfish.  “ Blessings for myself, O, yes! and for iy own dear little
children, and for my kind friends and neighbors, tuib that will do,
Lord. Thou wouldst give enough grace to send me off to China or
Quebee, Lut that would be very inconvenient. I would rather just
take enough for home use! Honestly, is not this really our atti-
tude when we pray for revivals ? Is it any wonder that God largely
shuts the windows of heaven ? “ We have not, because we ask not :
we ask and receive not, because we ask amiss, to consume it upon
our lusts.”  Does not this passage properly apply to the subject ?
We ask for grace that we may conswme it wpon ourselves, instend
of asking abundant grace that we may become a fountain of bless-
ing to the ends of the earth. O, let us begin in earnesl to pray
this prayer of the sixty-seventh Psalm : “ Shine on us with thy
face, that th’ earth thy way and nations all may know thy saving
grace,” and see if God will not open to us the windows of heaven
and pour us out a blessing that there shall not be room to receive it.
That is just what we want—just what the world needs—enough
to overflow and overflow, till “the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sca.”

“ Let people praise thee, Lord,
Let people all thee praise.”

What does the church mean now ? Let them! Does God hinder
them ?  How often in the Psalms alone does He call them to do this
very thing! “All people,” ©“All people that on earth do
dwell,” « All the carth,” “the multitude of the isles,” « the kindreds
of the carth,” all ranks and ages, from the kings to the vulgar
throng, from “old men to children small”—all invited and com-
manded to join in the heartfelt praise of the living God and the
“feast of fat things ” which alone can inspire the song. What does
the church mean by looking up to God who has made such procla-
mations, and still saying “Let people praise thee, Lord.” Ah, Lut
she has & meaning, and there is deep confession and contrition in it.
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The light from heaven sent to flash gladness out upon the peoples who
“sit in darkness ” has been committed to me fur them. But I have
been a durl: lantern to them. Put thou the lantern right, Lord, that
the light may shine out to them. «Let people praise thee, Lord.”
Some will say, “ Why bring your own work to the Lord to do?
Go to work yourself, you wretch, and make your lantern sh’.e’
¢ But the poor church in the Psalm 1s better taught than that. She
brings herself a smoke-begrimmed lantern to Him whose alone is
“all power in heaven and in earth,” and puts it into His hand to be
cleansed and filled. “The hindrances to the song are all in me
Deal with me, Lord, use me, until the light has chased away the
darkness. * Let people praise thee, Lord.””
“Thou wilt the people judge.
On curth role nations all.”

This sixty-seventh Psaln is genuine prayer. It does not spend
itself in petition till there is no time or strength left to think about
an answer. The answer shapes itself out before the eye of faith
even while she pleads. And what does she see ¢ A Throne, and
One upon it, the hem of whose garment is sweet to her lips. She
sees the law going from His mouth and all nations moulded by it.
The sceptre in His hand and all nations bowing to it. Isit any
wonder that her voice goes up a second time in the ery,

“ Let people praise thee, Lord let them
Praise thee both great and small.”

It is a distinet vecollection with the writer, the puzzle this
verse used to be.  Also that wonderful call to the whole earth and
all therein for joy “before the Lord for He cometh, for He cometh to
ﬁldge the earth,” at the close of the ninety-sixth Psalm, repeated
with even an increase of enthusiasm if that were possible at the close
of the ninety-cighth. Joy before the Lord come to judgment! the
very mention of it secmed a mockery. No sympathy with it was
ever felt till a few yearsago. A short newspaper paragraph was read
in the writer's hearing. It gave an account of a menial nun in Italy
who, either as penance or punishment, had been sentenced to a
certain term of starvation. Whether this sentence had gone the
length $hat might be accounted serious cruelty or not, was nob
stated, but shortness of bread was the penalty that was to be
endured. The poor girl stole bread from the pantry, and,as a
punishment for this offence, her face was held over the fire until her
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eyesight was completely destroyed by the heat. It was then added
that the indignation roused among the sisters had been so strong
that, as very rarely happens, it had found its way to the oater
world. This poor girl’s case entered into my soul.

“Tor poor oppressed and for the sighs
Of needy rise will 1.”
and my very heart answers, “ Come, Lord, and set this poor world
right.
“Thou’t justly people judge
On earth rule nations all.

Let people prase thee, Lord let them
Praise thee both great and small.”

The king upon His throne and all nations joyfully owning
Hiy sway—that is {e object upon which the eye of faith rests as
the answer to the prayer just offered.  The king is upon His throne.
He has attained in God’s way what the Devil offered Him long ago
in a much shorter way—*all the kingdoms of the world and the
glory of them,” for but one act of worship to himself.  He has not
failed nor been discouraged till now He has set judgment in the
carth. The king upon His throne, that is the great fact, but the
Psahn closes with one sweeping survey of His dominions.
“The earth her fruit shall yield,
Our God shall blessiny send,

God shall us bless, men shall Him fear
Unto cartl’s utmost end.”

The carth is yielding her inerease. No more eaterpillars, no
more blight. “ God, even our own God ” is smiling down the hless-
ings that “ maketh rich, and He addeth no sorvow with it.”  *God
shall bless us.” It is down the second time, for that is the heart
and glory of all the prosperity. And what is the result of this
double blessing of the Lord our Godz  Ah, that is the hest of it.
As the fields and farms of Christ’s dominions are blossoming under
the blessing and waving with a hundred-fold inerease, so, under the
the same blessing, the nations and familics are yielding too their
full tribute of fear and love and praise to the utimost corners of the
carth. “Cod shall bless us and all the ends of the carth shall fear
Him”

AxNA Ross.
Bruegtic M, Gnt,



Our Foreign Missions.

1839. THE NEW HEBRIDES MISSION. 1839.
BY THE REV. ROBERT STEEL, b.D., PIL D, SYDNEY.

T was in November, 1839, fifty years ago, the Apostle of Poly-
nesia—JouN WiLLiaMs—eave his life in an endeavor to
pioneer the gospel  emrrmwere— , T
of Jesus Christ in i :
the New Hebrides.
He had heardof the
cannibalpeople,and

of many atrocities
committed by them.
But 2s he had seen
the power of the
gospel among other
islanders of the
SouthPacific,ie was
anxioustowinthese
islands  to  Christ.
He had awakened
an immense inger-
est in South Sea
missions on his visit
to England, and by
the publication of - KEV. JOIN GEDDIE.

his « Missionary Enterprises” No hook of the kind ever made so great
a sensation. It reached the hands of peer as well as people, and
the Archbishop of Canterbwry after perusing it, declaved that
it was like another chapter added to the Aets of the Apostles.  In
a few years 40,000 copies v e sold.  John Williams hecame the
hero of the hour. After his return to the South Seas, he stead-
fastly set his heart to visit the New Hebrides. “ 1t is our duty,”
he had said, “ to visit surrounding islands. ... For my own part, I
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cannot content myself within the limits of a single reef.” As he
nsared the group in the mission vessel, he was all anxiety whether
the savages would receive him in a friendly spirit, that he might
leave some native teachers. A friendly fecling was produced at
Yutuna, the first of the New Hebrides group at which the vessel
called. The Tannese took three teachers, and the chiefs at Port
Resolution promised protection. Mr. Williams then wrote in his
journal: “ This is a memorable day,a day which will be transmitted
to posterity, and the record
of the events which have
this day transpired will ex-
ist after those who have
taken part in them have
retired into the shades of
oblivion.” He little thought
what the attempt at Ero-
manga so soon after would
mvolve, or that his name
would get new interest and
everlasting memorial from
the sad event of November
20th, 1839. John Williams
was that day a martyr to his
zeal for the gospel in the
New Hebrides.  His death
awakened great sorrow all
through the Christim  Is-

REV. TIUGI A, ROBEETSON, lands of the South Pacific,
and throughout Eugland.  But as of old, “ the Wload of the martyrs
was the seed of the chareh.™ It was resolvéd by the mission breth-
ven in Samax that another effort should be made to place Christian
teachers on the blosl stained isle of Eromanga, and the Rev. T,
Heath agreed to lead the forlorn hope, on the condition that if he
alsa fell, another man should take the colours!  In England it was
resolved to plant the standard of the cross as near as possible to the
spot where the Apostolic Williams fell. For this purpose Messrs.
Nisbet and Turner were sent. They reached Tanna in June, 16862,
and got a favourable reception.  DBut Dr. Turner says: “We had
not been twenty-four hours on the shore until we had found that
we were among a set of notorious thieves, perfect Spartans in the
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trade, and like the ancient code of Lycurgus, the erime seemed not
to be the stealing, but the being found out:” During seven months
the missionaries and their brave young wives resided there, doing
all they could to conciliate the natives, but it was in vain. Diffi-
culties inereased, and their lives were in danger. At last they had
to seek safety in flight in an open boat at dead of night, but being
driven back, they providentially got away in a trading vessel to
Samoa,

The London Missionary
Saciety's vessel called from
time to time and placed na-
tive teachers at favorable
openings in the New He-
brides. Meantime God was
preparing amissionary. The
REV. JOHN GEDDIE, a young
minister of the Secession
Church in Prince Edward
Istand, had his heart drawn
to foreign missions, and he
emdeavoured to stir up his
church to do sumething.
When, after great difficalty,
he carried his point, and a
misstonry was sought, he REV 3. axxan
at lenzsth offeresd himself. He wt out with his young wife on a
pilgrimage of faith, not knowing whither he went.  When he
reached Samoa, the brethren there suggested an Island of the New
Helwides,  He seitled on Ancityum in 1848, andd hadd the assistance
of the Rev. Thomas Powell, of the Samoan mission, for a year. Mr
Ge:die had o pass throngh a very hard and trying experience in
dealing with a low and savage people.  Their property was stolen,
their lomses threatened with five. and their lives imperilled. . Never-
theless they porsevered.  The gospel at Jast pwvai]m] and some
hearts yielded and converts were haptize:.  In 1852 the Rev. Joln
Ingelis joined the mission and took up a station on the islmd. He
Telonged to the Reformed Preshyterian Chureh in Scotland, and
was ¢ mveyed, with all his farnitwee, in the Bishop of New Zealand's
sehomner fram Auckland to the New Hebrides, five of any charge
The twa missionaries occupivd different sides of the island. These
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good men preached, taught in school, translated Seripture as they
redueed the language to writing, composed and printed class books,
and exereised a Christian influence, until the whole island was
evangelizod  The younyg people were all taught to read and write,
a chureh with elders and deacons was constituted, as many as fifty
schools were established, buildings were erected for the worship of
God, and over 2,000 admitted by baptism into the ehureh of Christ.
It was a marvellous change among the degraded and cannibal people.
The Preshyterian Church of the Lower Provinees of British North
America and the Reformed Presbyterian Chureh in Scotland had
the honour, by their self-denying missionaries, of winning this island
to Christ.  The whole Seriptures were translated, printed by the
British and Foreign Bible Society, a1 1 paid for by the contributions
of arrowroot prepared by the Christian converts.  Dr. Geddie, alter
a nolle career of serviee, retired in 1872, prematurely aged by his
toils and exposure.  He died at (eelong in Australia ag the end of
that year.  His widow awl family reside in Melbourne, Vietoria
provided for by the kindness of the church the missionary and his
wife served so well. Dr. Geddie deserves to be held in rememlvance
in Nova Scotia where he did so much to awaken a missionary spirit,
and to illustrate and evoke Christian liberality.  He deserves a
memorial in the New Hebrides. I had the pleasare, by the kind
gifts of a few friends, of placing a tablet Deside the pulpit of the
church in which he ministered at Ancityum where the vecord of his
work is told in the language of the people. It closes with these
words :— WHEN HE LANDED IN 1848 THERE WERE No CHRISTIANS
BERE, AND WHEN HE LEFT IN 1872, THERE WERE N0 BENTHENS.

Dr. Inglis retived in IST7 and earried the Ol Testament
through the pressin London, and also a translation of the Shorter
Catechism, an abridgiment Iy Mr. Geddie of the first part of the
Pilerim’s Progress, aned some hymns. He still serves the cause of
missions by his wond and writings.  The work en the island has
heen well sustained, and now the contributions of arrowroot by the
prople nearly support the missionary.

The population even in this Christian island has largely
diminished, It is now only ene-half of what it was twenty-five
yvears ago. The births are few, and the fanales are only 60 per
cent. of the males. It has not Ieen considered necessary. therefore,
to have two president missionavies One, with the assistanee of
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nafive teachers, can suffice to superintend all the people. The two
churches in Seotland and Nova Scotia had each a station on the
island, lut by a mutual arrangement the Rev. James H. Lawrie, the
missionary of the Free Church of Scotland, has had the entirve
charge. His place cf residence is where Dr. Geddie lived.  Trading
companies have a station on the island, and as the harbour is goud
it is the first port of call for the regular steamer which monthly
passes through the group.

The way was not open for the settlement of a missionary on
Eromanga, where John Williams fell, #ill eightecen years after his
tragic death. But by the pioneering efforts of native teachers, and
the frequent visits of the mission vessels of the London Missionary
Society, and of the Bishop of New Zealand, it was then considered
safe for a missionary to reside. The Rev. George N. Gardon, from
Nova Secotia, was ready for the perilous enterprise.  He had made
special preparation for the work, and had also studied medicine for
a time in London, where he found a congenial. Christian wife.
They reached Eromanga in 1857, and were settled at Dillon's Bay
under the protection of the chief. For four years they continued
to labour in faith and hope, though amidst trials and fears.  Alas!
they both were martyrs to their zeal, and were put to death by
natives of an uafriendly trilie who thought that they had introdueed
sickness among the people. This oceurred in May. 1861, A few
converts had been gathiered, and Mr. Gordon had prepared school
books and had translated some hooks of Seripture.  When the sad
intelligence reached Nova Seotia, a brother of the decessed mission-
ary, the Rev. James Douglas Gordon, volunteered to take his
place, thus reproducing in the church what had often taken place
in the Scottish ficlds of contlict, when among Douglasses and Gor-
dons brother took the place of brother to fight for the king.  Mr.
James D. Gordon reached the island in the Preshyterian mission
vessel * Dayspring,” then on her first voyage to the New Hebrides
in 1866. After cight years of self-denying Iabour, shaved for some
time by the Rev. James MeNair, whoe died in 1870, Mrx James 1.
Gordon also fell by the hands of savage heathen at Portinia Ray in
1872, Mr. Govdon had just been revising the seventh chapter of
the Acts of the Apostles, where the violent death of the first Chris-
tian mareyr is vecorded, when he also joined the martyr throng.

Though so many obstacles arose to missionary work on Ero-
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manga, though so much blood had been shed, another man was
ready to take the colours. The Rev. Hugh A. Robertson and his
wife arrived in the year of Mr. Gordon’s death, and they offered to
settle at Dillon’s Bay. Their courage and devotion have been
rewarded. It has pleased the Great Head of the Church to bless
their patient, persevering labours and their conciliatory spirit.
Eromanga s now a Christian islund ! There are two hundred
communicants, and thirty-three of them are native teachers, who
cover the island with a network of Christian influence. Several
books of the New and Old Testaments have been translated and
printed, besides catechisms and hymms. There is a neat-church at
Dillon’s Bay, crected by the liberality of friends in New South
Wales to the memory of the martyrs who there sealed their testi-
mony with their blood. A tablet has been placed beside the pulpit
recording  the names of Williams, Harris, MeNair and $he Gordons.
The deseendants of the man who killed John Williams worship God
in that church.  The blood of the martyrs has been the seed of the
church.

Reinforeements come to the New Hebrides mission from Nova
Seotia from time to time.  The Rev. Messrs. Johnston and Matheson,
with their wives, ave settled on Tanna. The Rev. Donald Morrison and
his wife were the first who resided on Efate.  All of these have died
ir the Lo, The Rev. J. WL Mackenzie and his wife succeeded the
Morrisoms, and have now a Christian eommunity on the very spob
where the savage cannibals had killed, cooked and  devoured a
shipwreeked erew.  The Rev. J. D. Murray succceded Dr. Geddies
Iart he had to retire on aceount of his wife’s health, and he found a
sphere in New South Wales. The Rev. J. Amnand, M.AL, arrived in
IS73, and after a useful carcer in Tila Harbonr and Aneityum, has
gone to ploneer the missionary work in the largest island of the
group, Espiritu Santo, and has acquired a third language for making
known the gospel of Christ.

The Reformed Preshyterian Chureh which had sent the Rev.
Julm Inglis, also sent reinforcements from Scotland.  Though as a
chuareh very little ameng the thousands of Isracl, it had a liberal
missionary spirit.  The Rev. Joseph Copeland and the Rev. John
G. Paton joined the mission on the New Hebrisdes in 1858, They
were for a short time in the difficult and trying sphere on the island
of Tanna.  Mr. Copelansd, however, had to leave in order to take
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the place succes.l ely of Messrs. Inglis and Geddie on Aneityum
while these brethren hid a long furiough to recruit their health,
and to tell the story of their trials end triumphs to the churches
which had commissioned them. They also carried portions of
Scripture through the press for their people. Mr. Paton, after the

eath of Mr. Johnston and of Mrs. Paton, had to flee for his life.
So also had the Rev. J. W. Matheson and his wife. The mission on
Tanna was again completely broken up by the hostility of the
natives.

The calamities of the mission reached their acme in 1861-2.
Mr. Paton was deputed to visit the rising Presbyterian churches of
Australia to tell the story of disaster, and to awaken sympathy.
His melting appeals went to the hearts of the people, and resulted
i large contributions for a missionary vessel, for more missionaries
and native teachers. The colonial churches undertook to support
missionaries and to aid in keeping the vessel atloat.  The missionary
vessel was huilt in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia, and arrived with
three new missionarvies in 1866. Three new brethren also came
from Seotland in 1866. At the same time Messrs. Geddie and Paton
with their families, were ready to return to the sphere of their
Iahnurs,  One of the new missionaries, the Rev. T. Neilson, married
a daughter of Dr. Geddie.  He was settled at Port Resolution in
the Island of Tanna, and remained there in peace for fifteen years,
when he returned to Victoria where he is now a minister.

By degrees the Presbhyterian churches in Austealasia contri-
bated missionaries to the New Hebrides. A great amount of
prayerful interest and Christian liberality was called out chiefly by
the visits of the Rev. J. (. Paton and also of Rev. J. Copeland, who
itinerated  through the colonies.  Mr. Copeland had to  retire
altogether on aceount of his health in 1875, Mr. Paton beeame
the agent of the Presbyterian church of Victoria, and succeeded in
getting several new missionavies from that church which now sup-
portsfive on the New Hebrides, and has given £300 a year to the
“Dayspring ™ for twenty-five years. The churches in New South
Wales, South Australia and Tasmania have cach a missionary on
the group, aud have also subsidized the vessel. The Preshyterian
church of Otago has three missionaries, and the Preshyterian church
of New Zealand (north) has had two.  Thus there are now cighteen
meluding Mr. Paton employed in the work, and all are safe and
esteemed among the natives,
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The islands of Aneityeum, Aniwa, Eromanga, Efate, Nguna,
Metaso and Makum are almost entively Christian. Converts have
been gained on Futuna, Tanna, Mai, Epi, Tongoa. Missionaries are
laboring on Mallicollo, Ambrym, Malo and Espiritu Santo with some
encouragement. Native teachers are also pioneering the work on
other islands. Bishop Selwyn, of the Melanescar mission, retired to
the north of the group as the Presbyterian church advanced, and he
still operates on the islands of Aoba, Aragha and Mauvo, on each
of which baptisms have taken place and numbers have been taught.
There is at present a great opportunity and much encouragement,
and it is hoped that every island in the New Hebrides will soon
have the gospel of Christ in their native language.

The first mission vessel was wrecked in 1873, but by the efforts
of Rev. J. G. Paton money was raised in Australasia for a new one,
and a sum of £3,000, begun by Mr. Copeland, for insurance. Mi
Paton, while on a visit to the United Kingdom in 1884-5, received
£9,000, of which £6,000 were given for a steam vessel to serve the
mission.  The question of a steamer is not yet decided, as steam
navigation companies have put on a service monthly to the islands,
subsidized by the governments of New South Wales and Vietoria
A subsidy has also been voted by New South Wales for the service
of a steamer among all the islands, and it is now to be tried whether
the latter may not now serve the mission without the “ Dayspring.
Steres and letters may thus reach the  ands monthly.

The French, who annexed New Caledonia at atime when Great
Britain thought too little about the Australasian colonies, have been
agitating to annex the New Hebrides to theiv penal colony of New
Caledonia. A trading company has been very active for this of
late. They have purchased large tracts of land near good anchor-
ages on the islands and have established plantations. A small
steamer regularly plies from Normea among these stations. Hitherto
che annexation scheme has failed, chiefly on account of the remon-
strances of the governments and people of the British colonies in
Australasia, and the appeals of the missionavies and of the Preshy-
terian churches.  The agitation, however, has not ceased.  The
treaty entered into by the British and French governments some
years ago that neither should seize the islands now provides a joing
protectorate.  British vessels first began commerce in the groups:
the ships of the British navy printed surveys and administerad
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Jjustice; British missionaries have done all the work of evangeliz-
ing, and it would be wrong to allow the French, whom the natives
dislike, to take possession. It would most likely ruin the Protestant
mission.

The mission has also long been disturbed by the Polynesian
labor traffic which deported so many of the natives of the New
Hebrides to Queensland and Fiji to work on sugar plantations
within the tropics in these colonies. Many evils were perpetrated
at first, and natives were decoyed and even kidnapped. Protests
and appeals adaressed to eolonial and Imperial Governments caused
some of the evils to be removed; but missionaries feel it to be a
great hindrance to their work that so many young men are taken
away for years. Many of these youths, however, have behaved
well: and planters in Queensland have subseribed for imissionary
labour among them, of which they have seen good fruit.  The Pres-
byterian church of Queensland has also appointed a missionary for
the benetit of Polynesians.  In Sydney, New South Wales, numbers
of these islanders have entered domestie service.  Classes have been
held for them, and over thirty have been baptized.  Thus in various
ways missionary work has advanced among natives of the New
Hebrides.

There are over one hundred native Christian teachers employed.
These faithful labourers raise their own food, and receive only about
£6 o year from the mission funds. The statistics of the mission for
the year 1888 show about 1,500 communicants in the group, 4,000
scholars, 200 baptisms for the year throughout the group. The
population of the islands is steadily diminishing, and cannot be
correctly stated. It is estimated to be under 100,000. The islands,
which contain fine voleanice soil, are capable of growing all kinds of
tropical fruits, and will doubtless ultimately fall into the hands of
some of the great maritime powers.  Missionary labor is thus prepar-
ing for the future, as it did so conspicuously in Ifiji, now pro-
gressing ar a British colony. The persons and property of those
who now reside on the islands for the benefit of the natives are
quite safe.  The European has hecome guide, philosopher and friend
as well as pastor to the Papuan.

The New Hebrides mission has had special difficulties from the

climate of the islands, from the degraded and cannibal nature of the
people and from the great variety of langunages, but God has re-
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warded the patient work of his servants and is daily adding to the
church. There is no mission in the Pacific where there are so many
ordained missionaries labouring among so many languages within
so limited a number of people. The jubilee of the mission in 1889
furnishes many causes for thanksgiving and of hope. The Churis-
tian converts of the Presbyterian church in the New Hebrides join
our grateful Hallelujahs that the word of God is proclaimed in some
twenty different tongues. May the jubilee year be the starting
point of a great expansion which will add all the iclands to the
kingdom of Christ !

A considerable amount of literature has been devoted to the
New Hebrides islands and the missions. The journals of Captain
Cook contained the first accounts of the group through which he
sailed twice. His descriptions are remarkably accurate, and may
still be read with interest. Officers of Her Majesty’s navy have
contributed volumes—as Admiral Erskine’s Voyage of H. M. S.
‘Havannah ;” Captain Palmer’s “ Kidnapping in the South Seas;”
Captain Markham’s “Cruise of the ‘ Rosario.” ”. Naturalists who
accompanied some of the naval officers have also enriched science
from the New Hebrides, as Brenchly in his “ Cruise of the ¢ Curagoa,’ ”
and McGillivray in his “ Voyage of H. M. S. ‘ Rattlesnake.” Mis-
sionaries have given volumes of their labors and experience, as the
Rev. A. W. Murray in his “ Mission in Western Polynesia ;” the Rev.
John Inglis, D.D., in two volumes entitled “In the New Hebrides,”
full of personal reminiscences; the Rev. J. G. Paton has created
gnite a sensation by the thrilling story of his autobiography, and
the Rev. D. Macdonald has furnished in his “ Oceanica” some notes
on the languages of the group. The Rev. Dr. Codrington, of the
Melanesian mission, has included several languages of the New
Hebrides group in his learned work on “Melanesian Languages.”
Biographies of missionaries have also been published, as The Lives
of Johnston and Matheson, and of Dr. Geddie, by Rev. George
Patterson, D.D.; the Life of the Rev. G. N. Gordon, by his brother,
Travellers have added a few books, such as Mr. F. A. Campbell’s
“Year in the New Hebrides,” and Mr. Julian Thomas' “Can-
nibals and Convicts.” It has also been the privilege of the
writer of this article to endeavour to sum up the whole history of
the group and of the evangelistic efforts there in a volume issued
ten years ago entitled “ The New Hebrides and Christian Missions.”
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These are, of eourse, of varied merit, but they all add to the infor-
mation wanted regarding a group of 1slands of growing interest to
the world and the church
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The cuts which illustrate this article. as well as those which appeared in
the November number, have been loaned us through the kindness of Mr. Jas.
Croil, editor of the Preaiyterian Record.
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PRAYER MEETING TOPICS FOR DECEMBER 1839.

II.—DEC. 8 —FELLOW-WORKERS IN CHRIST.—ROM. XVI. 1-27.

ORKERS, not (@) idlers, Matt. xx. 6; I Tim. v. 13; nor (b)

talkers, Titus, i. 10; nor (¢) busybodies, I Tim. v. 13;

IT Thes. iii. 11 ; but (d) workers, Matt. ix. 37-38; xx. 1, 2,8 ; xxi. 28.
Such is the great need of the church,—earnest, devoted workers.

2. Workers,—both nulde und female. Paul mentions several
of both sexes, vv. 1-16. Room forall ; work which one can do better
than the other. Phebe occupied an official position in the church,
a deaconess, vv. 1-2,

3. Fellow workers, v. 3. There must not be independence,
rivalry, jealously or opposition, but fellowship among such workers.
1T Cor. viii. 4; Gal. ii. 9; I Cor. iil. 9; II Cor. vi. 1.

4. Fellow-workers in Christ, v. 3. Called by Christ to the
work ; prepared by Christ for the work; doing the work in the
Spirit of Christ and for His glory. Give references. In Christ,
such is the bond of union and the spirit of wnity of all Christian
workers.

5. Christian workers should love one another. How truly
Paul loved all these workers! A spirit of jealousy, rivalry, ill-will
among Christian workers is a great evil. They should be courteous
to cach cther. How very respectful was Paul to these workers!
vv. 3-16. The Spirit of Christ alone can make a true gentleman,—
a perfect lady.

6. Christian workers should help each other, vv. i-2. They
should be received in the Lord, and given all possible assistance.
Philp. iv. 3; IT Cor. i. 11; I Cor. xvi. 16. The work is one and all
should rejoice in secing it prosper.

7. Evil workers must be avoided, vv. 17-20. Such appear even
in Christian churches, Philp. iii. 1-2; I Tim. iv. 1-5; II Thes. iii. 6;
II Tim. iii. 5; Titus, iii. 9-11.
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IIL—DEC. 15.—CASTING OUT SIN.—I COR. V. 1-19.

Verse 8 contains the lesson derived from this whole chapter,
and substantially means: Let us live a pure life, which can only be
done by watching against sin and rooting it out of ourselves. This
will furnish the neeessary condition for purity of church life.

1. Sin must be dealt with promptly. It must not be tolerated
ir the individual believer, nor in the corporate life of believers—
the church. God did so.  Gen. iii. 8-9: Num. xii. 16; Josh. vii.
25-26 ; II Sam. xii. 1-13.  Paul enjoins it here.  Rom. vi. 11-14.

2. Sin must be entirely cast out.  Offender out of the church
at Corinth. There must be no winking at sin, no compromise in
case of any individual in the church no matter what his position
Also out of believer’s heart, “ Purge out the old leaven.”  Job xiii,
23: Ps. li. 2: Jno. v. 14, viii. 11; Heb. xii. 1.

3. Avoid the society of erring brethrem. No companionship
so injurious to a young believer’s life, as that of an erring brother.
Must wateh, and not suffer ourselves to be drawn aside from our
steadfastness.  Follow Christ, not men. II Thess. iii. 6, 7, 11;
ITim. vi 5; II Tim. il 5; Col. ii. 6.

4. Aim at a holy life. In order to this, strive to cleanse the
heart and keep it clean. Before the Passover, every Jew searched his
house, that every particle of leaven might be cast out.  Ex. xii. 15
Xiii. 6-7.  Christ is our Passover, once for all saerificed, never to be
repeated. Heb. ix. 25-26. Hence leaven i. e sin, is to be put away
entively ! Ps. xix. 12-13; exxxix. 23-24 « The Paschal Lamb
slain, and the leaven not purgzed out! Whata contradietion is this !”
Christ our Passover sacrificed for us, and sin not repented of!
What grave inconsistency! Rom. vi. 6, 7, 11; II Cor. vi. 16-18;
vii. 1. “Therefore let us keep the feast,” 4. ¢ let us live the
Christian life, not with the old leaven,......but with the un-
leavened bread of sincerity and truth.” '

IV.—DEC. 22.-—CHRISTMAS DUTIES.—LURE II. 8-20.

Humble honest shepherds first celebrated Christinas and per-
formed its duties. From the example of these pious men we may
learn how to discharge our Christinas duties ;

1. By a child-like acceptance of the Babe of Betllchem as ouwr

Suviowr. We have stronger cvidence than the shepherds, that He
4 .
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who was born in Bethlehem of Judea is the Messiah, the Saviour of
the world,  They had a vision: of angels, we have the words and
works of the Lord Himself (John xiv. 11; Heb. i 1-2), together
with the fulfilment of propheey for ecighteen centuries (II Pet. i. 195
Rev. xix. 10).  They had a sign given them by which they might
know the Babe, who is Christ the Lord, but we have a more un-
mistakable sign of His Messiahship in His resurvection from the
dead and ascension into heaven.  The glory of the Lord, which shone
about those watehers on the fields of Bethlehem, has been reverled
in many lands and to many darkened minds, since that time, in
brightness and power sufficient to lead men to accept Jesus as their
Saviour. Matt. xii. $38-40.

2. By personal loyalty to Christ the Lord.  The shepherds left
their flocks upoen the hills and hastened to Bethlehem to see Him
whom God made known to them (v. 15). Their loyalty to Christ
like that of the diseiples (Luke v. 11) led them to forsake all and
go to Christ. Allegiance to Christ is our first duty (Luke xiv. :3),
nor should we let Christmas pass without declaring our personal
loyalty to Christ the Lord.

3. By proclaiming to others the good news made kncuwn to ws
These shepherds became the first preachers of the gospel. Having
satisfied themselves by personal acquaintance with Christ they made
known what had been revealed to them (v. 17). Those, who truly
find Churist, delight to perform this duty (John iv. 29; Aects iii. 9).
Christmas is peculiarly fitted for personal conversation regarding
Christ, for sending cards, greetings, and letters to our friends bear-
ing on our relation to Christ.

+. By suitable expressions of our gratitude to God and
adoration of His Son our Saviowr. As the shepheirds returned
glorifying and praising God (v. 20), so should Christians both in
private and public make Christmas a day of thanksgiving and praise-
Congregations do well to assemble on that day to worship the God
who so loved the world (John iii. 16) that he gave His Son, by whose
wisdum, love, self-sacrifice, obedience and death, the glory of the
Father is revealed; by whose words, example and spirit of love,
peace is brought to the world ; and by whose sympathy and tender
acts, the goodwill of God to man is exhibited (Heb. i. 3; Rom. v. 10;
I Johniv. 10). What a travesty upon Christmas celebration are
balls, sensual indulgence in eating and drinking, masquerades and
worldly amusements of every kind.
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5. By remembering with gifts those poover thun owrselres.
The gift of God was first announced to humble keepers of sheep
(v. 9), angels visited these lowly men.  Let every member of the
Society of Christian Endeavor try to show kindness to the poor,
the friendless, the orphan (Luke xiv. 13 ; Matt. xxv. 40), and it will
me ke our Christmas celebration resemble that of the angels’ mission
to the plains of Bethlchem.

6. By social yatherings which exemplify Christian Unity and
Brotherhood. Family reunions, Sabbath School and congregational
mectings, where the unity and brotherhood of Christians may find
expression, all appropriately celebrate that tirst gathering of God’s
people in the court at Bethlehem on Christmas night. But above
all let us see that Christ, over whose cradle the pious shepherds
bent, is the centre of our admiration and theme of our praise
Then will we discharge our Christmas duties avight.

V.—DEC. 29-—LAYING ASIDE EVERY WEIGHT.—HEB. X1I. 1-14.

The Christian life is here represented by a race; this is not un-
common in Scripture. I Cor. ix. 24-26; Gal. v. 7; Phil. ii. 16; iii,
12-14. The figure used is drawn from the Greek and Roman
games.

The cloud of witnesses is evidently a reference to the Old -
Testament saints spoken of in cap. xi. It also vividly suggests the
Roman Amphitheatre thronged with spectators of the race. We
might also include, in the cloud of witnesses surrounding us, angels,
our brethren in Christ, and the world.

The apostle here gives instructions to competitors, in other
words, hints to runners.

1 “ Lay aside every weight,” for instance get rid of ceremonial-
ism, religious prejudices and errors, fear of man, the distractions of
pleasure and of business, &c. Matt. iv. 20-22; Mark ix. 4-2-48;
x. 50; Eph. iv. 22. “« And the sin, &c.,” that is, in general, beware
of and shun “ the sin,” which everywhere and always surrounds
you, but in particular cut loose from that stubbornly clinging sin
that trips you up so often; that ever present enemy to your pro-
gress. See well to it that it be not some pet sin which is very apt
to deceive. The besetting sin may be unbelief, as was the case with
the Jews (Heb. iii. 12-14); Pride, anger, evil speaking, covetous-
ness, intemperance, &c. This is certain, ALL external and internal
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cumbranccs are to be laid aside, if you wish to win the prize.
Col. iii. 8

IL A frood start is not cnou(rh Kings Saul and Solomon
started out tolua.bl) well, but they lackt.d the persevering endurance
required. This race must be run “ with patience,” i. e, *with
persevering endurance.”  James i 2-4,12; v. 7, 8,10; Matt. x. 22-
Compare verses 3 and 4 for further exhortation and encouragement
to perseverance. We have here the example of Christ's patient
endurance, and are reminded that owr difficulties are insignificant
compared with what they might be (..-4).

III. The eye must le fixed steadily on the goal, Christ,—the
finisher (i e. perfecter) of our faith. The swrounding cloud of
witnesses may be an imposing, an inspiring sight, yet, if you would
win the race, keep your c¢ye on Christ. “ Looking unto Jesus.”
Keep in view His work,—* the author and finisher of our faith,”—
Lis history, « who for the joy that was set before Him, endured the
cross, &e.” 1 His present glory and exhallation, “ and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Vs. 3).

IV. In verses 5-11 the writer is still encouraging to patient
perseverance in the Divine life.  He reminds us that having entered
upon this life we are God’s sons, and as such, being yet fallille,
must expect chastisement at his hands, (7). Instead of being dis-
mayed at this chastisement we should be encouraged as it is an
evidence of sonship and of our Heavenly Father’s love, (6). Com-
ing as it often does in unpleasant form and season, it may seem to
us grievous and calculated to defeat our aims, yet the unmistakable
assurance is that it i« designed by God to perfeet us in holiness and
in the fruits of righteousness, (10-11).

V. Therefore, why supinely despair? Rather be up and doing,
(12). Let us press on toward the prize (Phil. iii. 14): difficultics
but making us the stronger and more determined. And lct it be
our Christian aim and endeavour to help others in the race (13-14).

[y



Partie Francaise,

M. CHARLES SECRETAN.

n ] SECRETAN est & . fois célobre et connu. On ne se contente
o Pas de louer son aeuvre, on lit ses ouvrages.

De 'homme, je ne sais que ce quon trouve dans les encyclo-
pédies et dans les Journaux. N¢ le 19 Jjanvier 1815, 4 Lausanne, fils
dun docteur en droit, lui-méme licencié en droit, professeur: de phi-
losophie et d’histoire, tantdt & Neuchitel, tantot dans sa ville natale,
il a vécu surtout par la pensée et n’a gudre agi que par la parole et
par la plume.  Ses actes sont ses cours et ses livres. (1) .

M. Secrétan n'est pas orateur. La nature des sujets qu'il étu-
die et la manidre dont il les traite n'ont rien de populaire. Il n’éerit
ni ne parle pour les illettrés. En enseignant il lit son manuscrit,
et de trés prés. Myope il voit bien I'idée pure, mais il ne parait pas
apercevoir son auditoire. On assure pourtant que Iaspect de ce
grand vieillard de 74 ans, & longue barbe blanche, produit une im-
pression saisissante ct que sa parole charme ceux qui réussissent &
la comprendre.

Clest pour In Suisse—et cn particulier pour le canton de Vaud—
un fort grand honneur que d’avoir donné naissance, en notre sicele,
a deux hommes comme Alexandre Vinet ¢t Charles Seerétan. Ce
ne sont point des gloires de clocher ni de province. Ils appartien-
nent I'un et I'autre & la France par la pure langue qu'ils ont parlée,
et & Phumanité par la. hauteur de leurs conccptions. )

Deux mots caractérisent M. Secrétan : il est philosophe ¢t il
est chrétien, philosophe métaphysicien et moraliste, chrétien hors
cadre. Cest ce qu'il nous faut expliquer bridvement.

———

(1) iegons sur la vie de Leibniz (1849); 1a Philosophic de Ia liberté (2 vol.
1849); Recherches de la méthode (1857); La Raison et le christianisme (1563);
Précis de philosophic (1865); Discours laiques (1877); La Civilisation et I
croyance (18SS). Beaucoup d'articles de Revues, cte.
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M. Scerétan est le philosophe de la liberté. Il part de la liberté
absolue de Dieu pour aboutir & la liberté relative de Ihomme.

Dicu est ce qu'il veut étre. Sa volonté préexiste a sa nature.
11 détermine tout sans que rien le détermine.  A-t-il des raisons de
vouloir ce qu'il veut? Saus doute; onr ne congoit pas quiil agisse
sans raison. Malgré cela, sa liberté reste entitre; il est ce qu'il a
voulu étre, et je crois wméme gue Al Secrétan va jusqu'a admettre
qu'il aurait pu vouloir ne pas &tre.

Nous ne pouvons le suivre jusque-li. Cette audace de spéeu-
lation, & la suite de Duns Scott, cfiraye notre esprit trop timide
peut-étre. Nous préférons reconnaitre ici le mystére des mysteres.
Nous n'osons affirmer que Dieu aurait pu vouloir que le bien fut
mal et le mal bien, qu'il aurait pu nous faire une obligation du men-
songe, du vol, du vice, du crime enfin. Nous croyons que la nature
et la volonté de Dicu coexistent dans un rapport aussi réel quinex-
plicable, et que cette parole : “ Toutes choses sont possibles & Dieu,”
ne saurait porter atteinte a 'ordre moral qui nous oblige.

Ot nous Papprouvons sans réserve, c'est dans le choix qu’il faib
des preuves de l'existence de Dieu. Il ne repousse aucune de celles
qui ont conquis P'assentiment des plus illustres penscurs, mais il les
met & leur vraie place et les raméne & leur juste signification. La
grande preuve pour lui est celle qui se tire de la loi morale. La loi
morale nous oblige; nous ne nous la sommes pas donnée ; nous ne
pouvons la supprimer; il n’est méme pas en notre pouvoir de la mo-
difier ; clle suppose done une volonté sainte, un législateur.

L'existence de cette loi morale, en méme temps qu'elle prouve
Dicy, atteste la liberté de 'homme. L'obligation morale en nous
supposce aussi le libre arbitre. Il n’y a d'obligation que pour des
étres libres.  Pour les autres il n'y a pas obligation, mais contrainte,
sans révolte possible, sans mérite ni démérite. Certes, la liberté
humaine est limitée par la nature humaine et par la faiblesse humai-
ne: mais clle est comme la liberté de Dicu, aussi réelle quiinexphi-
cable.

Les savantes et profondes considérations de M. Seerétan sur ce
sujet sont admirables; clles subsisteront tout entiéres, dans I'éerou-
lement de son systéme métaphysique qu'il &, du reste, plusicurs fois
modifié et laissé tomber, dit-il, avec indifférence.

Le fait de I'obligation morale, quelle qu'en soit la genése, fit-il
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méme le produit de I'évolution, est pour lui le fondement de la
plnlosoplne. Tout honnéte homme Paccepte et repousse les théories
qui le nient ou qui V'ébranlent, car, comme on l'a dit, le premier
devoir est de eroire au devoir.

Le monde, ainsi que I'homme, est le produit de la liberté de
Dien. Il n'est que parce qu'il est voulu librement.

AL Scerétan se pose donc en adversaire résolu du panthéisme
d'aprés lequel P'univers n'est qu'une maniére d'étre de Dieu, sa ma-
nifestation nécessaire et éternelle, & moins quil ne soit Dicu lui-
meme, avee des attributs opposés et inconciliables.

Et cependant, M. Secrétan parait se raprocher du panthéisme,
en affirmant que, la création ex nikilo étant inintelligible, il faut
bien admettre que le monde et ce qu'il contient sont de substance di-
vine, car ils doivent I'étre & la volonté souveraine. Ils ont done pour
substance, comme pour raison d'étre, la volonté divine. Encore un
point de métaphysique qu'il serait aussi facile de discuter que diffi-
cile d’établir.

Avce Ia hardiesse qui le distingue, M. Scerétan n’hésite pas &
profes..er la doctrine de Pévolution. Il est Darwinien. Non quil
estime démontrée par la scicnce cette célébre théorie, mais il la
considére comme hautement probable, parce qu'elle lul parait
expliquer micux que toute autre 'azuvre de la exéation.  Clest aussi
T'opinion d’'un nombre cruissant de penseurs séricux qui veulent et
prétendent rester en méme temps croyants sinetres.

IL

Le grand probléme de la philosophic, selon M. Seerétan, est
In conciliation de I'idéal et du réel, de ce qui devrait étre eb de ce
qui est, de la justice et de la bonté de Dicu et de l'existence du mal-

M. Secrétan nc dissimule pas le tragique intérét de ce probléme’
comme P'école spiritualiste, et ne se contente pas de la banale solu-
tion de l'optimisme leibnizien, qui fait du mal unc imperfection,
un moindre bien, un premier pas vers le bien.

Aprés de longues déductions purement philosophiques, il con-
clut, avec la tradition biblique, & une chute de 'humanité, i la
solidarité des membres de la famille humaine, quil cxplique par
l'unité morale ct substanticlle de 'espéce et par la loi de la charité.

Nous nc pouvons ici reproduire les beaux développements qu'il
donne & ces vérités fondamentales que les partisans d'un individua-
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lisme excessif essayent en vain d’ébranler. Paseal T'avait vu de
sm regard daigle: chute ct rédemption, solidarité dans le mal et
dans le bien, voild la scule explication du mal compatible avee la
Jjustice et In bonté de Dieu.

Clest ainsi que la spéeulation philosophique conduit M. Seerétan
& la tradition chrétienne. Il n'accepte pas celle-ci sur Pautorité des
textes sacrés, mais pour répondre aux exigenees de la raison. Ii se
distingue en cela du théologien pur et du croyant ordinaire. Sa
méthode, toujours rationnelle, n'est jumais ¢t ne veut pas étre
seripturaire. Il prétend résoudre les problemes de lesprit par le
raisonnement seul.  S'il eroit au christianisme, c'est parce que le
christianisme contient la seule philosophie qui explique tout ee qui
est explicable. La preuve historique ne lintéresse aucunement:
bonne pour d'autres peut-étre, elle ne lui est d'aucun secours, parce
que la vérité simpose a lui par son évidence propre.  Elle se dé-
montre en se montrant.

Certes, nous tenons en grande estime la preuve dite interne qui
met en lumicre ln merveilleuse adaptation des enscignements de
PEvangile aux besoins permanents de I'ame humaine.  Mais pour-
quoi négliger les autres preuves—eelles que L'on tive de Phistoire ot
de Texpérience personnelle 7 L'Evangile est un fait historique; il
est aussi une puissance régéndératiice; on peut, on doit done en
établir la vérité et par le témoignage des apotres et par la vie de la
foi.

Un théologien, ausst modeste que profond, M. Jalaguier, pro-
fesseur - Montauban, s'éleva avee foree, il y & quelque trente ans,
contre la prétention de fonder Ta vérit¢ du christianisme exclusive-
ment sur la preuve interne. Il établit que cette méthode est
dangereuse, parce quelle conduit & un  subjectivisme outré ct a
des résultats contraires aux  enscignements les plus clairs de
I'Evangile.

Je crois quil avait raison. M! Scevétan lui-méme nous en
fournit la preuve. Il ne serait pas ste de le prendre pour guide
en matiere de foi.  On ne peut méme pas le classer dans les grandes
divisions cxistantes. Il n'est ni orthodoxe ni liléral. Il n'est pas
orthodoxe, paree quil naccepte que autorité du raisonnement, ct
qu'il réduit la divinité de Jésus-Christ o sa sainteté parfaite. 11
n'est pas libéral non plus, car il admet le surnaturel et la résarree-
tion de Jésus-Christ, aussi bien que la chute ¢t la rédemption. Il
fournit des armes offensives et défensives a tous les partis.
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En achevant cette rapide esquisse, je veux marquer ce qui me
parait étre le trait caractéristique du penseur vaudois.  Plus j’ai lu
ses Jivres, plus jai été frappé de Tlintrépidité de sa pensée.  Les
objections qu'’il aperqoit, il les signale, les met dans tout leur jours
en tire toutes les conséguences. Jamnais il ne recule devant les
difficultés, et si elles lui paraissent insurmontables, il Tavoue sans
hésitation. Tel de ses chapitres épouvante ; on dirait qu'il fait le
jeu de ses adversaires. Mais cette parfaite sineérité dans la
clairvoyance communique & sa parole une autorité extraordinaire.
Elle inspire une entiére confiance dans le guide, méme quand on le
Juge téméraire et qu'on se refuse a le suivre.

On parle souvent de l'autorité magistrale de Bossuet. Son
style éblouit et entraine, il est vrai; mais souvent le grand orateur
on ne voit pas ou ne montre pas les difficultés les plus formidables
yue son systéme souléve. Dans son Histoire des Vriations, par
exemple, on le surprend en flagrant délit de mauvaise foi. M.
Secrétan me rappelle plutét Jacques Saurin.  Leur méthode est
opposée: Saurin part de I'Eeriture pour la concilier avee la raison;
M. Scerétan part de la raison pour aboutir & I'Ecriture; mais 'un
et Pautre ont la méme audace dans le raisonnement, le méme besoin
Texposer et de réfuter loyalement toutes les objections, la méme foi
1o certitude du devoir. ’

On a célébré récemment & Lausanne le cinquantieme anniver-
saire de I'entrée de M. Seerétan dans la carriére du professorat. A
Foceasion de ces fétes, le vicux philosophe chrétien a été Tobjet de
nombreux témoignages d'admiration et d'affection.  La Lienfaisante
influence de son euvre et la nollesse de son caractére justifient
pleinement tous les éloges qu'on lui a fait entendre, tous les respects
dont on I'a entouré.

D. CoussIiraT.

NOUVELLES PERSONNELLES.

E ler novembre M. le pasteur Cruchet a célébré le dixieme
anniversaire de son pastorat dans l'église du Sauveur, Mont-

réal. Le banquet fut des plus agréables. L'église ¢tait comble. M.
Cruchet y fit I'historique des dix dernitres anndes Je son ministére.
Ses nombreux amis lui ofirivent, ainsi qud son troupeau, leurs
meilleurs vorux. Des chants, des récitations, des morecaux de violon



135, Preshyterian College Journal.

et de piano firent de la soirée un succés complet. Nous y étions
tous. ‘

La conséeration de M. J. Bourgoin a eu lieu le 9 novembre, & la
Pointe-aux-Trembles, avee toute la solennité d'usage. La présence
dans la chapelle des cent cinquante jeunes filles et gargons ajoutait
& la cérémonie un caractére & la fois noble et touchant. On avait
la 'homme et son ceuvre. Dans son discours, le Rév. J. Bourgoin
parla de ses études en France, de ses débuts au Canada, des dix-huit
années passées & la Pointe-aux-Trembles et de ses projets d’'avenir.
Il fit preuve de tant de sincérité, d’amour et de dévouement, qu'il
en émut son auditoire jusqu’aux larmes.

Au nombre des délégués envayés A Toronto, & la conveniion des
séminaires, se trouvait notre vice-président, M. Ch. Vessot. Quoi-
que Pévangélisation francaise ne figurit pas au programme, il cut
'oceasion de faire un discours en faveur de cette ceuvre que nous
avons tous & cceur.

Le 15 novembre, le Russell Hall, autrement nommé 'église St-
Jean, regorgeait de monde. Un concert organisé par le pasteur, M.
Morin, et donné sous la présidence de notre professeur, M. D. Cous-
sirat, fit les délices de tous ceux qui y assistaient. La recette, au
profit de Iéglise, s’éleva & une cinquantaine de dollars. MM. S.P.
Rondesu, L. Bouchard, A. Massicotte et G. Charles, étudiants,
figuraient au progranime.

Dans le courant du mois, nous avons eu la visite au college des
Rév. MM. Jos. Vessot et E. F. Seylaz. Nous fiimes contents de voir
que la santé de ce dernier s'est considérable améliorée.

M. T. S. St-Aubin représenta avee succes I'ceuvre d’évangélisa-
tion frangaise & Passemblée annuelle de la société missionnaire de
I'église St-Gabriel, et & celle de I'église Chalme.s, Montréal.
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DOLLAR, PLEASE!

N last month’s JOURNAL we enclosed addressed envelopes to all
subscribers outside of the city. These envelopes were intended
to be used for sending in their subseriptions. A very large number
have not yet answered. We would be pleased if they would for-
ward the cash at their carlicst convenience. If by any mistake
any one who receives this copy has not received a copy of the
November number they will oblige us by dropping a card stating
that fact, and the number will be sent at once. We shall look upon
it as a favor if subscribers will advise us of any irregularity in the
delivery of the JOURNAL.
We regret that on account of a fire in the printing office this
number has been somewhat delayed.

“ THE PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW.”

LAST month we received as an exchange the final number of the

Preshyterian Review. This quarterly magazine was in exist-
ence for ten years; and while conducted by an association of theo-
logical seminaries, was under the direct management of a professor
of Union and Princeton respectively. The immediate cause of its
suspension, which is a matter for deep regret, is due, it appears, not
to any theological differences of the two editors, although they are
many, but to the resignation by both editors owing to a personal
difference. Princeton Faculty secemed desirous that the publication
of the Review should be continued, inasmuch as they elected another
professor in the place of their late representative editor. Union
Seminary, however, was unable to find 2 man who would undertake
to act as successor to Dr. Briggs, who represented her in the editorial
chair during the whole lifetime of the Review. For the arduous
and unremitting labor which was necessitated by the duties of such
a responsible position neither of the editors received any pecuniary
remuneration. Their only reward is the satisfaction of knowing -
that they have supplied what theologians regard as the most schol-
arly theological review published in the English laguage. It is
generally expected that the disappearance of the Review will be
followed by the publication of two monthlies, one by Union and one
by Princeton Seminary, which will represent the liberal and the con-
servative schools, respectively, of Presbyterian theological thought.
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EVANGELIST MEIKLE.

HIS noted Christian preacher has at last come to Montreal.
His career has no doubt not Leen unknown to the Presby-
terians of this city. The good work which he accomplished in the
Lower Provinees made his name known throughout the land.
Thousands were added to the chureh and more than one of the
students at present attending this college recognise in this devoted
man their spiritual father. By invitation he cume west and has
been conducting evangelistic services in the principal centres in the
Ottawa Valley.  Some hundreds were brought to a knowledge of
the truth in Ottawa City alone, and the churches there look upon
his advent as a erisis in their history. Mr. Meikle is eminently
qualified for the special work to which he has devoted himself. He
combines the zeal and carnestness of the true evangelist with a
thorough literary and theological training. His presentation of
truth is simple and straightforward : his mamer is easy and natural.
Physically he is a fine speeimen of a man.  All these characteristics
make him a special favorite with young men, with whom he has
been speeially suceessful. At present he is conducting services in
Taylor Church. The other Protestant churches in the east end have
united in the work and the attendance is very encouraging.  Mr.
Mcikle intends holding union evangelistic scerviees at Point St
Charles this month. Let the Christians of Montreal support Mr.
Meikle with their prayers and there is no doubt that a good wark
will be done. We would be delighted to hear of his being invited
to & more central part of the eity, so that a larger number might
have the opportunity of hearing him.
HALIFAX COLLEGE JOURNALISM. )
HE Presbiyterian College down by the sea is not very often
thrust upon the public notice.  Her learned Principal scems
to prefer the quiet of his study to the elamor of church courts.  The
genial Chairman of her Board of Management—one of our raciest
contributors, by the way—is not very apt to take exeeption publicly
to so-called invidious comparisons made by students of other colleges
Most of her graduates, numbering about one hundred more than our
own, are doing their work quictly, and are establishing firmly, but
without the flourish of trumpets, the cause of Presbyterianism in
the Lower Provinces. Moreover, her students have hitherto had
no organ of opinion by which to bring their alma mater into promi-
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nent notice.  Their long silence, however, is about to be broken.
They have declared in favor of a college journal : and the Maritime
Synod has so far approved of the plan as to appoint two of the
alumni to assist in the undertaking.  In a few days, therefore, we
expeed to place that magazine on our exchange list.  We congratu-
late the Halifax students on their new departure, and extend our
best wishes for their suceess.  The fact of their having a college
paper will have the desirvable tendeney to bring their alma mater
into closer contact with her sister colleges in Upper Canada as well
as greatly to widen her sphere of usefulness in the Maritime Church.
Theirs is the first Presbyterian college in Canada in order of time,
and she more than any other is peculinly enshrouded by missionary
traditions of the past.  She has ever held a foremost place among
the colleges of the Canadian chureh : and we have no hesitation in
prophesying that the student periodical which shall issue from the
cosy quarters of Pine Hill will not he unworthy of so historic an
institution.

THE INTER-COLLEGIATE MISSIONARY ALLIANCE.

MONG the many evidences of inereased interest in mission
A_ work, what is known as the student movement is one of the
most encouraging.  Many of our greatest reforms and most wide-
spread evangelistic movements have originated in the seats of learn-
ing. The German Reformation hegan in the University of Wittem-
burg. The great revival of the 18th century had its beginning in
the University of Oxford. And when we find that the universities
of the land are heing permeated by a zealous missionary spirit we
may look forward to magnificent results in the field of evangelistic
work.

From the 7th to the 10th of last month, the fifth annual con-
vention of the Inter-Collegiate Missionary Alliance of Canada met
in Toronto. No less than twenty-six different educational institu-
tions were represented.  Most of the Episcopalian, Baptist, Methodist
and Presbyterian theological colleges in Ontario and Montreal city
sent representatives. The medical colleges of Toronto and Kingston
were represented, and two delegates were present from the Guelph
Agricultural College. Toronto University, Albert College, Belleville,
Victoria College, Cobourg, Queen’s College, Kingston, and McGill
College, Montreal, each sent a contingent. Then there were fair
delegates from the ladies’ colleges of Hamilton, Toronto and Whitby.
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Who will dare to say that such an assemblage of students ut a time
when college work is pressing upon them means nothing.  Does it
not speak volumes for the Christianity of our edueational institu-
tions to find representative men sent from so many of the great
universities and colleges of the country to discuss the work of
sending the gospel to their fellows. As theological students we
were delighted to see delegations from arts and medical faculties of
the universitics and from the Agricultural College. Missionary
doctors and missionary farmers are as much needed as wmissionary
ministers.

Every session of the Convention was interesting. The papers
read were well prepared, and gave evidence of careful study
and rich missionary spirit. Mr. W. M. Rochester, B. A,, showed the
seriptural basis of missions in a paper which will appear in the next
issue of the JovrrNaL. Mr. W. R. Ellinwood, of Mec(3ill, furnished a
description of the life and work of Bishop Taylor. Miss Coulter, of
Hamilton, drew attention to the necessity for and the modus
operandi of gospel temperance missions in large cities. Mr. W. J.
Patterson, B. A, of Kingston, gave an excellent paper on Missions
in Mohammedan Countries. South American Missions were dis-
cussed by Mr. J. B. Hodgins, B.A,, of Wyelifte College, Toronto ; Mr.
M. P. Floyd, of Albert College, Belleville, showed how mission work
had been extended during the past decade, and Mr. S. W. Mack,
of the Congregational College of this city, furnished a paper on
educational work in Japan. Mr. Kono, a Japanese student of
Victoria College, Cobourg, spoke of the work done in his native
land and won the sympathy and admiration of the whole Conven-
tion by his modesty, his clearness and his earnestness. Our
own Mr. Vessott was allowed only six’ minutes to present the
claims of French Evangelization. He made good use of the time
We hope that next year, when the alliance is to be held in
Montreal, that this important work will receive its just share of
attention and that every opportunity will be given to visiting dele-
gates to see for themselves what is being done in this department
of mission work.

A number of noted missionary workers addressed the Alliance.
Rev. A. J. Gordon, D.D., of Boston, Mass., spoke on different occa-
sions. Dr. Gordon is one of the most noted missionary advocates of
the present day. The success which he has achieved in his own
congregation proves his power and causes him to be eagerly sought
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after by missionary workers. His addresses were impressive and
convineing appeals rendered vivid and interesting by well chosen
illustrations.  Rev. Mr. Smith, of Maratha Mission College, Central
India, gave some account of his work and of the progress of Christ-
janity in India.  Rev. S. H. Kelloge, D.D., Toronto, warned intending
missionaries to make the most thorough preparation as they would be
sure to find seope for the very widest scholarship.  Rev. Dr. Suther-
land gave his impression of the religious condition of the Empire of
Japan. Mr. R. P. Wilder, of Union Seminary, New York, of mission-
ary parentage and who has given himself to the foreign work
received quite an ovation when he entered the hall.  To him as
much as to any one man is owing the suceess of the student move-
ment.  He has visited most of the colleges in the United States and
Canada and has procured the names of nearly four thousand who
have declared themselves willing, God permitting, to go to the for-
eign ficld. Besides this, some forty institutions have sent a repre-
sentative to the foreign field and together they contribute about
$26,000. Mr. Wilder presents the claims of the foreign field in a
simple straightforward and intensely earnest manner. After his
address on Saturday evening, fifteen new names were added to the
roll of volunteers.

We feel sure that all the delegates realized that it was good for
them to come together and discuss this great work and that they
went away more thoroughly consecrated to mission work than ever
before. 'We hope that the influence of all these religious organiza-
tions in connection with our colleges may be greatly increased and
that so the young men who are to be the leaders of thought in the
future may possess that fear of God which is the only true founda-
tion for wisdom.

THE LATE MR. M. J. McLEOD, B.A.

TYHE news long expected and as long dreaded has arrived. M,
M. J. McLeod, B.A, of the class of '89 is dead. After a
protracted struggle with insidious consumption, maintained for
months in the certainty of ultimate defeat he passed away, at the
home of his boyhood, Valleyfield, P. E. I, November 16th, at the age
of twenty-eight.
Mr. McLeod while yet a mere boy had his naturally earnest
mind directed to the Christian ministry as the sphere of his life
work. Believing this to be a call from God he threw himself into
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the work of preparation with all the enthusiasm of his ardent
temperament.  Having passed successively through Mt. Buchannan
Grammar School, and Prince of Wales College, Charlottetown, he
entered MeGill University in the fall of 'S83, where he obtained the
degree of B. A, in April, 87, His theologieal eourse in this college
was interrupted by declining health ; and little more than a year
ago, he was obliged to abandon his studies and seek the more con-
genial climate of California.  The change of residence, however,
did not effeet the desived change in health. Finding even that
climate too moist for him, he removed inland to the dry, hot plains
of Arizona, At Fort Yuma and Gila Bend, his spirit was so stirred
within him when he saw the people, white settlers as well as Yuma
Indians, wholly given over to the immoralities of paganism, that,
contrary to the advice of physicians and the promptings of his own
reason, he was impelled to proclaitn onee wore that love of God to
sinful men which thrilled his own heart. The effort was too much
for him : and he never again tried to address a public assembly.
While sojourning in Fort Yuma, having been granted his diploma
by special vote of the College Senate, he was licensed to préach by
the Presbytery of Arizona.

Finding the excessive heat of that region more than his en-
fecbled constitution could bear, and not being able to procure
competent medical treatment, he returned to Los Angeles, Cal.
It was then that hope, usually so delusive to vietims of this
particular discase, began to die even in his breast, and after o few
weeks of anxious waiting, being fully aware that his end was near,
he set out for his island home, where amid the scenes of brighter
days and the kind attention of loving friends his short life closed.

As a student Mr. McLeod was diligent and faithful; as a
friend, true and affectionate; as & man generous and honorable.
But it was perhaps in pastoral and pulpit work that his most
characteristic excellencies were displayed. A preacher of more
than ordinary power, in living sympathy both with the gospel he
proclaimed and the people to whem he ministered, of eminent tact
m dealing with individual souls, of indomitable courage and zeal in
the prosccution of his work, Mr. McLeod’s memory will long be
fragrant in the numerous mission ficlds of Ontario, Quebec, and
Prince Edward Island, in which he has labored.

. Few men have been more devoted to their lifework than he.
Few have seen the object of long cherished aspirations so nearly
within their grasp then so suddenly shattered. It was hard for
him to become reconciled to his exclusion from the pulpit. But
He who causeth all things to work together for good to those who
love Him has called our brother from the service of the earthly
sanctuary to the higher service of the heavenly. “ Even so Father
for so it seemeth good in thy sight.”
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STUDENT LIFE.

N undertaking this department, we need only say that this colunn will,as -
I usual, be devoted to Student Life. Should we ever be so unfortunate
as to express an unjust opinion with regard to any matter, we hereby apolo-
gize in advance. If any student, deeming this apology insuflicient, deter-
mine to interview us, he must send due notice of his intentions, “ not
necessarily for publication,” but to afford sufficient time to make good
our escape.

It is necessary that a minister should be able, not only to think deeply
and clearly on a subject, but also to express these thoughts with -eclegance
and ease. Although the ability to do that may not count for much in a collego
examination, it is & very important element of success in after life. No
student, therefore, can afford to ignore the meetings of the Literary and
Philosophical Society, which afford an excellent field for the development
of this faculty.

Hallowe’en has come and gone without any incident woith recording,
excuept the very unusual circumstance of & choice collection of fiuits being
ordered for one of the Freshmen by a benevolent Theolog.

On Tuesday evening, November 12th, in Knox Church, and on the
following evening in Crescent Street Church, receptions were held, and a
large number of students availed themselves of these opportunities of culti-
vating the social side of life.

¥
Mr. A. D. Fraser spent a few days during the first part of November
on a hunting expedition, and is n.w supplied with a sufficiently large cols
lection of incidents by flood and field to regale his dining-room companions .
for the rest of the session.

M. Parker, of the firm of Reid and Parker, has received from the
Mercier Government, the appointment of School Inspector for Mogantic,
dutics to begin in the spring. We congratulate Mr. Parker, and feel swe

that, in his case at least, there will be an entive absence of that pomposity
5
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ro characteristic of the average inspector, and which is so productive, of
temporay mental paralysis in the crdinary pupil.

A student who heard Bill Nye and J. Whitcomb Riley, says that they
make a very strony team—one of them being Nye (nigh), and the other,
like all poets, « little off. I do not know how nigh this pun is to being
original.

W. M. Rochester, B.A., C. W. Whyte, B.A., C. H. Vessot and W. J.
Jamieson, ag representatives of the Missionary Society, and J. Taylor, as a
representative of McGill, Y. M. C. A., were in Toronto during the first week
of November, attending the Inter-Seminary Missionary Allisnce Conven-
tion. “Weare pleased to hear that they have successfully presented the
claims of Montreal as the next place of meeting.

J. A. Internoscia, T. A. Mitchell, W. A. Cook, R. Frew and W. I
Reid are teaching night schools,and J. A. Morrison, B.A., and E. A. Mac-
kenzie are teaching in the Eliock School, in addition to their ordinary werk.

Before they die, swans sing;
’Twere no bad thing

Did certain persons die
Before they sing.

Thus wrote Coleridge, a man of the mildest disposition. T .c almost
savage malignity of these lines can be casily accounted for if ve remember
that he once resided in 2 college, and, no doubt, had been often worried to
desperation by the unseasonable musical efforts of his fellow students.

The fiast annual convention of the Montreal Christian IEndeavor Unitons,
of which W. M. Rochester, B.A., is treasuver, and C. W. Whyte, R.A., onc
of the vice-presidents, was held in the Ewkine and American Presby-
terian churches on Sunday and Monday, December ist and 2nd.  The Rev.
F. E. Clarke, vriginator of the Christian Endeavor movement, camo
from Bostun purpesely to be present.  Mr. Lochester read & oa paper Monday
forenvon.

The Frezch students have Jlately enjoyed a visit from the Rev. Jos.
Vessot, onc of the oldest French Canadian missionaries. His accounts of
experiences among Roman Catholics are interesting and instructive. Eighty
years have not much weakened his activity or dampened his enthusiasm in
his great work.

Two members of the graduating class have had theirrooms photographed.
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We are glad to hear from our old friend M. Colin McKerchar, Ie
finds that the climate of Manitoba agrees with his health better thin that of
Quebec, and so he has entered Manitoba College to try a sessivn there.

A Glee Club has been formed under the leadership of Mx. Smith, our
lecturer in Music.

Mr. W. Paterson paid us a visit during the last week of October; he

was in Montreal attending the convention of the teachers of the Provinee

of Quebee, and after it spent several days among his friends” He is teach-

ing in North Wakefield, County of Ottawa, and witl Dot be in with us this

year, to the regret especially of sccond Arts.  Other hearts besides those
in the college were made glad by his visit.

On the 20th and 21st inst., the Y. M. C. A. of McGill had an inter-
collegiate visit from Mr. H. B. Fraser, of University College Y. M. C. A,
Toronto, and Mr. Cole, the Provincial Secretary for Ontario and Quebre.

. Several meetings were held and as an outcome of their visit we believe -
that steps will be taken to secure a Y, M. C. A. building for McGill. M,
Fraser and Mr. Cole made several warm friends among us.

E. A. Macieszie.

REPORTER’S FOLIO.
PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY.

He second regular meeting of this society was held on Friday evening,
v October 25ih, the Vice-President, Mr. W. A. Cook, in the chair.

The principal items of business were the clection of new members and
the appointment of a lucal editor for the Jorryar, to fill the vacancy caused
by the resignation of Mr. W. E. Decks, B. A, In view of the multiplicity
of Mr. Decks’ dutics, and the fact that he is unablo to reside in the build-
‘ing this session, the socicly aceepled his resignation aud appointed Mr. E.
A. Mackenzic as his successor.

Mr. C. W. Whyte, B. A, presented an encouraging report from the
_ Jourxan staff. The fricnds amd well-wishers of this magazine will, no
" doubt, be pleased to learn that the financial outlook for the present year is
bright, and that the number of subscribors has been matexially increased.
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Then followed the pressentation of the programme. Mr. C. W. Whyte
B. A,, led off with an interesting essay on « Historical Ships.” Next came
a French roading * A la colonne de"a place Vendonne,” by Mr. Bouchard,
and a song, “ The Storm,” by Mr. S. P. Rondeau, both of which were well

received.
The second part of the programme was a debate on the subject

—* Resolved, that prohibition infringes on the liberties of the people.”
The firet speaker on the affirmative was Mr. G. Charles, B. A., who first
defined liberty, and then proceeded to show that a prohibitory law must
of necessity infringe upon the freedom which he claimed for it. The
speaker's style was highly philosophieal, and his speech praesented a formid-
able array of arguments in favor of the position he had taken. His views
were supported by Messrs. Mabhaffy and Townsend, who presented some
skilful illustrations in support of the position taken by their leader.

Mr. Frew, the leader of the negative, at once assailed his opponent’s
view of liberty, which he said amounted to unmrestricted leave for each
individual to do as he pleases. That would be anarchy. In defining
liberty the community must be taken as a unit. Man iz part of a great
" whole, and personal liberty must be submerged in the liberty of the state.
The liquor traffic is a mational curse. It infringes on the liberties of the
people, and, therefore, they have a right to suppress it. This view was
supported by Messrs. Mackenzie and Tener, whose speeches perceptibly
influenced the decision of the andience, which was given in favor of the
negative. .

The socioty held another mecting on the cvening of November 8th,
with the President, Mr. Jas. Naismith, B. A., in the chair, and Mr. A.
McGregor, critic. Taking as our criterion the consensus of the opinion of
all the members in attendance, this meeting was the most successful in the
recent history of the socicty. The attendance was comparatively large, and
the programne on the whole of a superior order. This was due to & certain
extent, no doubt, to the character of the items which it contained, but moie
patticularly to the manifestly thorough preparation made by nearly all who
took patinit. The French element was well represented by Mr. Savidnac,
whose recitation of  Napoleon XIL” by Victor Hugo, was, we are informed,
all that could be desired. Then followed a song by Mr. Eadie, whose ren.
dering of “The Bonnic Lass of Ballochmyle,” was much appreciated. But
the second part of the programme furnished the richest treat of the evening,
It appeared in the shape of a Symposium on Sir Walter Scott, by Messrs,
Cleland, Recves, Mackeracher and Moss. Mr. Cleland dealt with his life.
‘The style of his paper was pleasing, and the facts presented highly interest-
ing.

° Mr. A. C. Reoves, in treating of his poums, dealt respectively with
«The Lay of the lasy Minstrel.” # Marmion,” and * The Lady of the Lake.”
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His paper was interspersed with appropriate quotations setting forth the
prominent features of the author’s poetry, such as his vivid deseription,
color and thorough knowledge of former customs.

Mr. W. Mackerachor read an excellent paper on his prose works, after
which the Symposium was brought to a close by Mr. Moss, whose treat-
ment of the author’s influence elicited much favorable comment.

On the evening of November 8th a pro re nata meeting of the society
was held to consider what action was to be taken respecting an invitation
from the McGill Literary Society to participate with them in an inter-col-
lcgiato public debate. Adter a brief discussion it was resolved to accept the
invitation, and Messrs. J. Naismith, B.A., and C. W. Whyte, B.A., were
appointed to represent this society.

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

-

The second regular meeting of the Missionary Society was held on the
evening of November 8th, the President, Mr. W. M. Rochestor, B. A., pre-
siding.

The first item on the programme was a paper on French Lvangelization
by Mr. G. Charles, B. A. The work of Evangelization, he said, was an
important one. The commission which our Lord gave to His apostles, and
to their successors, the ministers of the gospel, whose duty it is to transmit
the gospel to every creature, should constantly resound in our ears. “The
harvest, truly, is plenteous, but the laborers are few.” More laborevs
are needed, and these as far as possible should be Fremch. Frenchmen
have much in common, as lapguage, education, manners and affections.
They sympathize more with one ancther, and what one knows he will trans-
mit more readily to the other. To convert 3 Frenchnan, the Englishman
or the German will have little influence compared with that of a French
convert, and none are so apt to make converts as converis themselves.
Those who have been educated as Roman Catholics and have been con-
verted to Protestantism are, as a rule, the most zalous and successful
workers.  Mr. Charles eulogized the work done by the French graduates of
this college. Ho had met many of them not only in Canada but also in
the United States, and he was able to testify to their zeal and the excellent
work which they were accomplishing.

The remaindor of the evening was spent in hearing the reports of
delegates to the Inter-Seminary Missionary Alliance which met at Toronto
on the 7th of November. Mr. C. W. Whyte, B. A, spoke on *The Dele-
gates” M. Jamieson then gave an epitomo of papers read, and Mr. W,
M. Rochester, B. A., of the addresses delivered, after which the meeting
closed.

D. MacVican,
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OUR GRADUATES

EV. J. Morrison has resigned the pastorate of the congregation at
Danville, Quebec.

Wo are pleased to learn that Rev. A. Lee, B. A., of Sherbrooke, has
recovered from his illness, and is at work again.

Rev. 8. J. Taylor, B. A., hus been inducted into the charge at Moosejaw,
N. W.'T,, where he has been lahoring as an ordained missionary since *81.

Rev. D. McRae, of Victoria, whose interesting ¢ History of the Presby-
terian Church in British Columbia” appears in this number of the JounrNau,
is busy at work once more after his six months furlough in the East.

The Windsor Tribune of November Sth, contains a report of a sermon
by Rev. T. A. Nelson, in which he discusses Infidelity’s Epitaph—* They
are dead which sought the young child’s life.” Mr. Nolson deals with the
enemies of our religion in a fearless and able manner.

Mr. I). Campbell, who labored during the summer at Manitou, Man.,
was inducted at Pinkerton, Ont., on Novewber 5th.  The call was signed
by one humdred and seventy-seven members and cighty-one adherents.  The
congregation gave Mi. Campbell a very hearty welcome.

-\ unanimous call from the congregations at Strabane and Kilbride,
has been extended to Rev. I). (. Cameron of Dungannon, Ont.  Mr.
Cameron has labored at Dunganuon for five years, and has done good work
in the: face of many difficultics.

On the eve of his departure for Waverly, N.Y,, Rev. P. R. Ross, of
Ingersoll, Ont., was presented by his friends with a valuable gold watch
and chain.  Mr. Ross’s plea for leaving was that a way might be opened for
a union between the two Presbyterian congregations of the town, Mr. H.
C. Ross having likewise resigned the pastorate of the other to take a chargo
in Uncle Sam’s dominions. A basis of union is now being considered.

A French Protestant college was opened in September last at Spring-
field, Mass , under the presidency of Rev. C. E. Amarvon, formerly of Lowell,
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assisted by five professors and instructors. It began with a freshman class
of forty, and its speciul object is to provide a liberal Christian education
which will fit men for leadership in the various walks of life.

An intoresting series of three lectures appeared recently in the West
Durham News on « Sundays Abroad,” by the Rev. it . Fraser, M. A., of
Bowmanville, Ont. The lectures are the outcome of observations made by
My. Fraser during his recent six months sojourn in Xurop:. and are des-
eriptive of Sabbaths in Britain, Switzerland, Italy, and France. The object
of the lectures was tv encowrage Christian service, and to lead the peopls to
set a higher value on the sacred day.

On the 27th of October, Rev. F. . Tarkin, I\ A, was inducted into
the charge of the First Presbyterian Church at Chatham, Ont.  The large
attendance showed the warm interest the people tock in the settlement of
their new pastor. A meeting of session was held at which Mr. Larkin
was presented with a cheque for the first quarter’s salary in advance. In
the evening a welcome soeial was held,

On October 27th special re-opening services were conducted by the
Rev. Father Chiniquy in the French Preshyterian Church at Ottaws, of
which the Rev. S. Rondean, B.A,, is pastor.  The church has undergone a
renovalion and re-seating, which makes it very neat and comfortable. The
ladies of Culigny College now attend it regularly.  As the result of confer-
cnces conducted by Mr. Chiniquy in the church about twenty persons
decided to become followers of the gospel.  Of the proceeds of these con-
ferences, My, Chiniquy gave one hundred dollars towards the liquidation of
“the small debt resting on the ehurch.

.

At the close of a stirring sermon on Christian Giving, Rev. R. Johns
on, B. A, of Lindsay, Ont., expressed the wish that during the present
vear the congregation would contribute one thousand dollars to the schemes
of the church. Noxt Sabbath morning Mr. Johnston was able to announce
that there was already the prospect of more than this amount. This con-
tribution is more than double that of former years, and is a striking evidence
hoth of the liberality of the congregation, and of the power which the
voung pastor’s zeal and ability have already won for him over his flock.

Orange blossoms once more. On November 6th Rev. M. McLennan,
AL DD, of St Elmo, Ont., was united in marriage to Miss Cassie
Link, of Gravenhurst. We were likewise informed since the issuc of our
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last number that during the summer Rev. J. A. MacFarlane, M. A., and
Rev. J. F. Langton, B. A., had joined the benedicts. We are pleased to
see our graduates being made happy, but we hope they will not make it
necessary to open a special column in the Jovryar for mariage notiees.

On the 9th of November the French students of the college went en
masse to Pointe-aux-Trembles to attend the ordination of Mr. Dourgoin-
Many former pupils and other friecnds were likewise present from various
pats of Quebec. Revs. Profs. Coussirat and Scrimger and Revs. A. I.
Cruchet and C. Heine conducted the services. After they were over M-
Ilourgoin was asked to speak, and his touching address moved his audience
to tears. He is to retain his position as Principal of this school.

On the oceasion of the anniversary of the Gunpowder Plot, November
31d, the Orangemen of Hamilton assembled to listen to a sermon by Rev.
W. J. Dey, M. A, Takints Prov. xiv. 34 as his text, the speaker proceeded
to show how popery is a sin and a reproach to any people. Outbursts of
applause, despite the speaker’s protest, gave evidence of the appreciation
of the sermon.  Mr. Dey has recently received calls to Sudbury and to St.
Paul’s Church, Simcoe, Ont.

Letters have beon received from Yokohama, Japan, from our mission-
aries who are en route to China. They aro filled with descriptions of the
fierce storm which was encountered oun the deep.  So furiously did it rage
that for twelve days the hatches were battened down and the port holes
closed. As a consequence, all of the missionaries suffered much from sea
sickness, some of them being unwell during almost the entire voyage. They
were to remain at Yokohama for two weeks, dnd then sail for China. Since.
the above was set up, word has come that they have arrived safe at Tientsin.

Tidings have likewise been received from the South Seas from M. J.
J. Forbes. After a somewhat uneventful voyage, the “Morning Star”
reached Kuszie, a small island cighty miles from Ponape, about the first of’
Octobar.  As Mis. Forbes had become ill, it was thought best that they
should remnain at this isiand for the present where she would be under the
care of Dr. Pease. They will proceed to Ponape when the ¢ Morning
Star” retuins in March next, and in the meantime will devote their time
to the study of the language under a Ponapean instructor. Mr. Forbes
took a trip to Ponape with the luggage, and was delighted with the pros-
pect of his work.

H. C. SUTHERLAND.
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HE Christian man of the day should be a thoughtful and active-minded
man, for the air is full of conflict, and only he who keeps his intellee-

tual weapons sharp and polished can hope to engage in it successfully.
One of the battles not long since ended is the controversy between Chuis-
tianity and Agnosticism. On the side of belief, stand the Rev. Dr. Wace
of King's College, London, the Bishop of Peterborough, somewhat dragged
into it, and My, W. H Mallock, who, like the Paulicians of old and the
Anabaptists of Reformation times, has been steadily energizing towards the
light. On the other side are Professor Huxley and Mrs. Humphrey Ward,
but Professor Huxley has four papers to Dr. Wace’s two and to two micro-
scopical answerz from Bishop Magee. Perhaps a little goes a long way from
a bishop. The controversy began with Dr. Wace's paper on Agnosticism
before the Anglican Church Congress which Dr. Magee approved, stigma-
tizing Agnoticism at the same time as cowardly. Professor Huxley vainly
tries to show that an aguostic is not an atheist, disavows Comte, Harrison,
Laing, Spencer, in fact everybody but himself on his side, and maintains
that it is net cowardly to be true to your convictions. To the last of these
Mr. Mallock replies, maint vining that Agnosticismu shirks the problem in
all its aspeets, present and future, presented by the moral and spiritual
phenomena of the world. Professor Huxley says he can't accept the New
Testament account of Christ on canons of literary eriticism, and, with a
great show of learning of the Tubingen order, trics to prove that the gospels
are not original but compilations, probably from apocryphal sources in part,
that they were made up in the second century, and repeats uneritically and
ad nauscam all that work of imagination called the higher criticism which
Westcott, Gaussen, Salmon, and even Reuss and Renan have shewn, by o
great weight of historical and literary testimony, to be bascless as the fabric
of a vision. Next, ho tries the gospels by the canons of historical eriticism
and finds them to abound in marvels similar to these deseribed by Egin-
hard, the sceretary and biographer of Charlemagne. No doubt Mrs. Ward
supplied the Agnostic Jove with this thunderbolt, for it is exactly in the
line of Robert Elsmere and her contribution to the controversy entitled The
Now Reformation. In reviewing her work last winter I dealt with this
argument, putting Sulpitius Severus’ Lifc of Martin of Tours-in opposition
to the Gospels. Sulpitius died in the carly part of the fifth century,
Eginhard in the middle of the ninth. The periods when these compared
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works were writton are vastly different in point of cuiture and credulity ;
the miracles compared diffor in-professed origin, in moral and spiritual
quality, and in the nature of their spoken surroundings; and while the

. (rospel wonders were the foundation, including the resurrcction, of the
greatest system of life and beneficence the world has seen, those of Sulpitius
and Fginhard's narratives have begotten nothing but degrading superstition
and intellectual apathy. Why were these agnostics not honest ecnough to
republish, like Blount and Derwick, the Life of Apollonius of Tyana, who
was the contemporary of Jesus Cluist? No, they take the miracles of
Christian writers of the fifth and ninth centuies, whose miracles forged out
of credulity and ostentation would have been valueless had not the genuine
article once existed.

Having gone over the field of eriticisin from a literary and historieal
standpoint, in which Dr. Wace is more than his match, Professor Huxley
views miracles from the side of science, taking as the one best suited to his
purpose the possession of the Gadarens swine by the legion of devils. He
waxes merry over the trausmission srom the human subject to pigs of some-
thing worse than #richine, and utterly rojects demonology, This is hecause
he never saw a devil either in man or swine, but he surely believes some
things that he has not seen.  Professor Huxley may not admit it, but this
world is full of sin, and that sin is the cause of disease, decay, death, of
everything abnormal and opposed to life and happiness. Ie can’t help
admitting disease and the rest of the ills of humanity. Are these the works
of God? No, they are negations of His work, interferences with his plan.
Nor are they primarily man’s work, although he too often lends a helping
hand. | Neither Ged nor man ever made the discase germs that fill the
atmosphere. God created something which sin converted into a disease germ.
But whose sin, for abstract sin exists only in the imagination? Xvil men
may be found malicious cnough to do it, but they have not the power. The
only scientific solution of this problem of destructive organic origins is a
world unseen of malignant and powerful beings, under whose yoke the
whole creation as well as man groans and travails in pain. A follower of
M. Huxley, tormenied by a common but pertinacious nocturnal summer
visitor,.once remarked ¢ The devil must be in that mosquito.” His language
was orthodox for once; and the same father of lies was at the professors
elbow or 1n more intimate communion when he denied the fiend’s existence
and the possibility of his followers possessing swine. There is a thief in
this world whose work is to steal and kill and destroy, and that Christ
whose existence Mr. Huxley scems to doubt was manifested to destroy the
works of the devil. If there be no prince of this world whom Chuist is to
bruise under owr feet shortly, the world’s outlook, in spite of physical
science, is the blackness of darkness, more terrible than any demonology
cver believed in.  Though not visible or apparent to the senses in his spiri-
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tual personality there are a hundredfold more reasons for believing in the
existence of the father of lies than in that of the father of agnosticism.

Light literature has been patting infidels on the back lately, yet with a
good intent. Edna Lyall, in Donovan and We ‘T'wo, shews how the selfish,
uncharitable, and generally un-Churistlike spirit of professing Christians may
drive souls filled with high and honourable impulses out of Christian com-
munion and into the dreary waste of infidelity. This waste they seck to
reclaim by working, generally as writers and speakers, yet often more prac-
tically and directly, for the good of humanity. There may be many such
men and women among those who have lost their faith, I trust there are,—
peopie like Donovan Farrant and the Racburns, in whom the Giver of
every good and perfect gift works by the Holy Spirit, even while in word
they deny Him. I have known some such, even among personal friends,
but as soon as they became earnest and humble, they sought and found
God. True, Edna Lyall Lrings Farrant and Racburn’s daughter to the
light of men, yet she {ails to show the extent to which self sufficiency and
pride go in constituting infidelity, and the destructive and, therefore,
satanie tendency of the whole infidel movement. Agnosticism pretends it
has given us science, when in reality it has employed the facts discovered
by Christian scientific men as foundations of hypothesis by which to under-
mine the pillars of that godliness which is of more value than all physical
seience, being profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now
is and cf that which is to come. Yet, better Edna Lyall’s books than those
that abuse the poor fellows who, even by pride of intellect, are all befogged
regarding God and the spiritual world. They are onr brethren and our suf-
fering brethren, the more reasun they should have our largest sympathy.
It does no man any goed to knock him down. DBut, on the other hand, it
¢an havdly help the truth to set an infidel on a pinnacle unattainable by
Christians and pay him hero worship. If he be a gentleman treat him as
such and nothing move. If he is not, don’t let him think that neither ave
you. In mediis tutissimus ibis.

My W. P, McKenzie. B.A., has oace more sent forth a treasury of
verse entitled Voices and Undertones. I wish he had not allowed his
friends to induce him to make his portrait the frontispicce. To people who
do not know him it will give the appearance of conceit. Mr. McKenzie
does not possess this property. If he ever had it, rough work in the North-
West missivn fields and in the Ricl campaign must have taken it out of
him.  His last small volume was very much of an undertone and in a minor
key. But the mouwrnfully humming grub has burst his bonds and out
comes a butterlly, although butterflies by the way don't sing, a butterfly
that pexfectly revels in a world onee dark and dreary enough. Love makes
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all the difference, and not that love alone that deifies the woman of a man’s
choice so that:

“ His heart would hear her and beat were it earth in an earthy bed,
His heart would hear her and beat had it lain for a century dead;”

but & great wide-reaching 'love that would stretch from the humblest of
humanity up to the throne of God. It would be impertinent to ask whence
comes the blessed change, did not the poet make no secret of its cause in
many tender verses, such as :

¢« Beloved one, how tenderly and true
1 love thee with a love beyond compare,
For thou more holy art than any prayer
That ever sainted nun in cloister knew ;
And I do find my heaven in eyes of blue
That shine from out the darkness of thy hair.

. . - - - . . . o B

But I have cleansed my soul in loving thee,
And so from thee and good can never swerve;
My heart is ever thrilling with the verve

Of nobleness—If but thine eye would see !

I do thee homage now on bended knee,
And stronger groweth love the more I serve.”

I can imagine the boys, as they afiectionately term one another, read-
ing these smoothly flowing lines and saying in an undertone, “ preity stronyg
language for a theolog.” There are some good Cluistian thoughts well ex-
pressed ““ Ia His Xame:” -

¢ T loathe the very thought of sin,
Yet not the vilest dare defame;
For daily conquests he may win,
To higher living enter in
Than I who help him ‘In His Name.””

The city of God exhibits the poet’s realization of the complete fulfllliug
of the law and upbuilding of Christian character :

“ The city hath foundations, and above
The perfect light is throbbing from the throne;
Man dwells on earth to lay each precious stone
Of his foundation, till he build to love.”

Myr. McKenzie's measure is ¢ither stately almost to Spenscrism stiflness
or more rhapsodical than Coleridge’s Kublai Khan ; he has littls of tho
middle way. Yet he rarely loses himself in rhapsody so as to negleet the
laws of versification, nor ure the heroics deficient in dignity. Occasioually
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he reminds one of George Macdonald, as in his Lowland dialect post- ,
seriptum : )

0 lassie ayont the sea,
Wi’ the freshness an’ joy o’ the sea 1’ thy life,
Come owre to me
Like a breeze o’ the sea,
‘Like a breeze o’ the sea
Untrammeled and fr -,
Come owre like 4 breeze o’ the sea!”

Untrammeled is rather a long word for a Lowland Scot and hardly agrees
with ¢ lassie.” Lovers of Canadian poetry, more numerous than they used
to be, should order the book, of which Messrs. Hat & Company of LTovonto
are the publishers. They will find evidence of growing poetical power,
accompanying fervour of earthly affection and devout appreciation of the
love of God, in sufficient variety of subject and measure to make Voices and
Undertones worth reading.

The Rev. John MecLean, M. A., Ph.D., Methodist minister at Moose-
jaw, N. W. T,, author of The Indtans, Who Ave They ¢ has reprinted from
the Proceedings of the Canadian Institute his paper on The Blackfoot
Sun Dance, which he as an eye-witness describes. As the Blackfoots are
Algonquins and not originally sun worshippers, they must have borrowed
this rite from the Dacotahs who have ever been such. Indeed, as a rule,
the worship of the sun, which characterizes the people of Northern Asia
from the Utals to Japan, when found on this continent, as among the
Hurons, Dacotahs, Mexicans, Peruvians, &c., indicates an Asiatic and coati-
nontal extraction, while that of Gitche Manitou, ss among all the Algon-
quins, points to a Malay-Polynesian, and thus an insular derivation. As a
good old Highlander gone to his blessed reward used to say, “Mind, I'm
tolling you this, not him.” The sun dance, horrible relic of centuries of
cruelty arising out of a total misconception of the nature of Deity, has been
often described by Catlin and other travellers, but it is at once interesting
and painful to find an account of it in the literature of the day. Itis to be
hoped that Mr. McLesx and his brother missionaries will so proclaim the
love of God and the truth that His creatures’ sufferings are His sufferings
as to bring the Blackfeet into the number of the pure-hearted, clean-
handed, and white-robed.

The Society of Biblical Archwology has issued the eighth part of its
eleventh volume of Proceedings. The Rev. G. W. Collins rightly con-
cludes that the asheral or pillars of the Bible have no connection with
Ashtoroth, the goddess. Had he studied the Canasnites a littlo more, he
would have known that asherak is a Semitic loan word from them, being
the Japanese Yamato, or Hamathite 2ashira, a wooden column, the Basque
hezanl meaning the same, and the Aztec quetzallt of identical signification,
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The White god Quetzal-coatl, somewhat in disguise to a non-philologist,
preserves the memory of the old word. Professor Maspero on some terms
of Egyptian literature, Professor Sayce on Greek graffiti at Abydos, anl
some of the other contributors tell little of general intevest,. But the Rev.
C. J. Bull on inscriptions of Nebuchadnezzar the Great, Ir. Wiedemann on
Texts of the second part of the 18th Egyptian dynasty, and Professor Sayce
on cunciform tahlets of Tel el Amarna, now in the Boulaq, are worth
listening to. Professor Sayce hus dome good serviee in partially trans-
ating the Tel el Amarna tablets, which indicate a number of petty king-
doms in Syria and eastwards that made use of-Semitic dialects in the
time of the Egyptian Amenophids who preceded thé Exodus, but plain
history has not yet been made out of them, although they contain valuable
notices of Hittite and other monarchs. The Amenophids were themselves
of Hittite origin but their language was not Semitic. Some of the juserip-
tions are in a kind of Lingua franca, partly Assyrian and partly Hittite.
At the latter Professor Sayce makes guesses sometimes clever, sometimes
ludicrous. He has no appiehension of the fact that in Hittite a nominative
eannot possibly precede its genitive unless that genitive is followed by a
postposition as its regimen. All men translate by the language they know
best. We do the same in common social life and alas! in theology also.
The Thirty-nine Axticles, Confession of Faith, Luther’s Catechisms, and
Wesley’s Sermons translate the Bible. There is a Spirit of Truth higher
than these. Just as Dr. Saye, instead of flnding the spivit of whav he
would translate, rushes his Semitic grammar over the Turanian text, o
with the ploughshare of an ancient logical system we rip into dark uniform
furrows the green pastures of the Wouxd, as if there were no spirit now to
lead us over them into all truth.

Some years ago I received from Russia copies of all the Siberian runic
inscriptions then discovered, through the kindness of Mr. Vladimir Youfe-
row of the Imperial Socicty of Geography at St. Petersburg. These I have
succeeded in translating for the first time, and the translations with the
text will appear in my book on The Eastern Track of the Hittites. Lo day
I am the happy possessor of an elegant folio, published at the expense of
the Government of Finland and under the auspices of the Finnish Archivo-
logical Society at Helsingfors, containing photographs of a large number of
new Siberian inscriptioms, with separately pri.ied texts of them and a
memeir giving an account of all that has been done up to date, 1889, in the
field of Siberian Archweology. I c..braces thirty-two inscriptions, two at
least of which are of over four huudred syllabic characters, extensive and
exact cnough ¢ fill the heart of the epigrapher with joy. The photograpis
are magnificently executed, and the introductory memoir is illustrated with
rock carvings identical in style with those found on the more ancient

« American inseribed rocks. The post brought the bovk from Ielsinglors




Tall:s about Books. 159

but whether from the hands of Mr. Aspelin, the state archweologist and ex-
plorer, from Professor Donner, the editor, or from the Finnish Archico-
logical Society, deponent knoweth not. Whoover he he, let him accept
the blessing of the recipient of Inscriptions de I'Jenissei recucillies et pul-
lides par la Société Finlandaise d’Archxologie, and have the satisfaction of
knowing that he has contributed something to the revenue of the Cote St.
Antoine branch of the Montreal Gas Company.

Rre gt f

Dr. Alexander T. McGill of Princeton, shortly before his demise,
compiled from his Lectures in Theological Seminaries a treatise of 560
pages in which he says “the substance of over forty yearsteaching in
church guvernment is condensed.” It is issued, in admirable form, by the
Philadelphia Presbyterian Board of Publication. Forty years of diligent
research in one subject, supplemented by the practical experience gained
by teaching, surely entitles a man of more than ordinary ability to be
counted a specialist, and warrants him to offer his conclusions to the public
without being suspected of presumption. Were all authors equally watch-
ful against immaturity we should escaped being bored by masses of feeble ©
trash in the form of unnecessary books. This is a work of real merit—
clear, concise, comprehensive,.and sutficiently learned. It is ¢ condensed,”
and all the better on that aceount, seeing the condensation is made without
sacrifice of vivacity of style or completeness of statement. Why should
our time be wasted aud our paticnce he put to the test in making our way
through dense metaphysical clouds or a turgid sea of verbiage in seaxrchof a
fow thoughts. Let us, by all means, have knowledge compressed and pre-
sented in definite and vivid terms.  Dr. M¢Gill has followed this rule with
gratifying success. His treatise will not likely fascinato mere novel read-
ers, but it will be perused with real profit and delight by all who desire to
understand the constitution and polity of the Church of God. The opening
pages ave the least attractive ; but the first chapter foreibly arvests attention
and furnishes conclusive evidence of the necessity of a form of Church
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Government. There is nothing specially new in the following chapter ex-
copt the prominence given to the benefits supposed to vesult from the fact
that “the visible church, alike in general and in particular build, has a
motley interior. Essential conditions of the visible in this world are mix-
ture and mistake.”

This is true, and to be firmly maintained in opposition to the perni-
cious pretensions to sinlessnessin the individual believer or in the aggregate
of » Christian church which are making headway in some quarters. But
the inference diawn by Dr. McGill from the mingled state of the church as
containing good and bad, may be startling to those whose zeal for purity of
communion deserves the utmost respect. He does not hesitate to say that
¢ this latitude of the visible church, is to the world a boon of incalcuiable
benefit. It is a restraint upon sin : men are obviously kept from misde-
meanor by a formal profession.”

The discussion of the officers of the church, of prelatical succession,
and the truc doctrine of succession in the ministry is well conducted and
occupies considerable space. It supplies good and profitable reading for
those bent upon bringing about speedily an incorporative union of Presby-
terians, Episcopalians, &c. For the same purpese we commend a careful
consideration of the views advanced regarding the parity of ministers, their
non-sacerdotal character, election by the people and ordination of officers,
and the places assigned to ruling elders, deacons and deaconesses.

‘Without endorsing in detail all that the eminent Princeton Professor
has advanced I wish that his book were widely read among Protestant

denominations in Canada.
D. H. MacVicar.



