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. BUSINESS
¥ EDUCATION

is the passport to a successful
future for many young people.

Our well-known School,
located in ‘Toronto, enjoys a
splendid reputation among em-
ployers for producing good pro
ducts, and we are proud of the
success our graduates win

We employ a large staff of
competent teachers (28 in number,
Jan., 1906) ; we provide fine equip-
ment in every department, and we
give the most modern courses of

training.

Gl

has become a household name
throughout the Dominion as the
leading Business Training School
in Canada, and it draws pupils
every year from every Province.

Sessions are continued through
out the whole year. There are no
vacations.  Students may enter
any time,

Handsome catalogues are mailed
free to applicants,

Address

W. H. SHAW

PRINCIPAL
Yonge & Gerrard Sts.
TORONTO
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University of Toronto

i FACULTY OF MEDICINE

Eﬂl regular course of i ists of Four i of eight months each, commencing October 2nd
There is a distinct and separate course for each of the four years.

The dareel conferred by the University of Toronto in Medicine are Bachelor of Medicine sl(.!l.) and
Doctor of Medicine (M.D.). Students may take & combined course in Arts and Medicine if '-han w do 8o,

Arts students who are taking the Honor course in Natural Science are able to fulfil the req! yments of the

primary work in medicine during their final years in Arts, and thus it is possible to obtain the degrees of B.A.

and M. B, upon six years' University training . ))
f the U tion 1n the

R ! A jon 18 qa to the p of ni y ries for

i : practical subjects of the Medical curriculum. The new building of the Medical Faculty has ‘been completed
1 at & cost of $176,000.00, in the Queen's Park, and affords extensive laboratory accommodatio

1 and Physiology w nich is unsu . The lectures in the final subjects are also delivered in the new leoture
e theatres. Instruction in the other sul jects of the medieal course are taught 1n the various science 1aboratories
i ! and lecture rooms of the University.
|

i
i ‘ {ifd To meet the requirements of the Ontario Medical Council, a course of instruction is conducted during

{ « Fifth year. This is entirely optional as far as the University of Toronto is concerned.

J |

t | ! Clinical teaching is gven in the Toronto General Hulcrlul. Burnside Lying-in Hospital, 8t. Michael's
s | Hospital, Hospital for Sick Children, and other medical charities of Toronto.

b ﬁ i | \ There are lrneclnl research scholarships offered to graduates in Medicine, and every opportunity is now
i+ ! offered for scientific research work in any of the various laboratories of the University, under the direct super-
! ! vision of the Professor in charge.

\ The Mlt{ (r:rovlde four medals for the grldultin’ class (one gold and three silver). There are also
H scholarships availabie for undergraduates in the First and Second years ; these are awarded to the candidates
! on the results of the annual examinations.
!

Further information regarding scholarships, medals, etc., may be obtained from the Calendar, or on

' 1 application to the Becretary.

- R R. A. REEVE, B.A., M.D., A PRINDONR, o O

; “ | | Dean. Riological Department, University of Toronto
‘ 'ﬁ |
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COLLEGE | o DU | COLLESE

THE DOMINION BUSINESS COLLEGE has now in attendance students
in the following courses:—Commercial (Bookkeeping, Shorthand, Penmanship,
| cte.), Matriculation, Civil Service, Telegraphy and General English Education.
L Our Special Peatures:—Individual Instruction by Trained Teachers, Thorough,
Practical Courses, the Finest rooms and Location in the city.
We cannot prepare Commercial graduates fast enough to supply the demand.
We want mature young people of good, general education to prepare for the best
sitnations—those offering from $10 to $25 per week.

COR. COLLEGE ST. AND BRUNSWICK AVE.
J. B. MoKAY, PRES. TORONTO ;. v. MITCHELL, B.
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Entirely New Edition J

A clear and comprehensive inter-
pretation of the Holy Scriptures

HOURS WITH THE BIBLE

CUNNINGHAM GEIKIE. D.D., LL.D.

The Scriptures in the Light of
Modern Discovery and Knowledge

Revised throughout and largely re-written. Maps,
Photographs, etc.

OLD TESTAMENT

6 VOLS.

NEW TESTAMENT

4 VOLS.

Regular List Price, $13.50. Our Special Cash
Price, $7.50. Carriage extra.

Each volume contains a list of authorities con-
sulted, and a very complete index, making it easy
to refer to any subject or incident in the book.

Every Minister, Sunday School Worker
and every Bible Reader should own
these stimulating and powerful books.

UPPER CANADA TRACT SOCIETY

JAS. M. ROBERTSON, DEPOSITARY
102 YONGE STREET TORONTO

Write for Circular and Specimen Page.
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our Library Business

Is Growing Fast, and There IS @ Reason——
/

i} (
; We aim to give satisfaction by making your interest our interest, ) ‘
Two letters we have just received tell the reason.

WM. BriGGs, EsQ. Lobo, February 1st, 1906.
1 Toronto, Ont.
(14 Dear Sir,—I cannot too highly recommend the books sent me. The illus-
il 1 trations are esnanially good and add greatly tothe attractiveness of the boolke ==
well as to t? est of the pupils.
1 had nv at such a varied and valuable collection of books cou

| purchased witn so little money. 1 could not wish for more liberal terms than
: I received from you. I woul advise anyone who has a few dollars to invest in
! books for school libraries to get a copy of your catalogue and the rest can be
safely entrusted to you to look after satisfactorily.
! Sincerely yours,

GEORGE F. COPELAND.

Al st e £ S

A Ethel, Jan. 20, 1906.
{58 Dear Sir—1 received the library books yesterday, and am much pleased
1 with them, and with the prompt way in which you filled the order.
i Vours respectfully
LAURA SHANNON.

CATALOGUE MAILED FREE UPON REQUEST
If cheapness, accuracy and despatch count, try ————

| | | WM. BRIGGS, o 20-33 Rlc:_lrgggrsf. WEST

Clear in Statement, Fundamental in Principle, Extensive in Scope

The Making of eulgacher

|
L A Contribu to Some 4
| 367 pages A Oontrbution 1o Eious Education  $1.00 postpald N

By MARTIN G BRUMBAUGH, Ph.D., LL.D.
Professor of Pedagogy in the University of Pennsylvania

b | HIS8 book, dealing as it does with the subject of the better training of the Sunday school

; teacher, finds a fertile fleld awaiting its wholesome truths. One after another each basic

! principle of agogy is stated, discussed, illustrated and applied. Itistruly a contri

“ b'llu:on toI:he era of better teachers, for thoughtful teachers everywhere are seeking to improve

their work.

! { Dr. F. N, PELOUBET 8a78

| ] shall wantto be in a class that takes for its text-book Professor Brumbaugh's Making of a
. . . . | wishevery Sunday school in the world would this winter use itas atext-book.”

{ WMo BRlﬁﬁs, 2033 Rlc%‘n(mﬂ%:t WEST

Please mention Tux TRACHERS MonTELY when writing sdvertisen
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Rev. R. Douglas Fraser, M.A., Editor
Rev. J. M. Duncan, B.D., Associate Editor

Vol. XII.

We shall be looking now for the orders of
the Schools which are open only during the
summer—old friends and new.

Send for sample copy of our Vacation Card
—a card to be carried by every scholar who
is away from home on his holideys, to be
filled in at the school where he may happen
to be, attendance to count as if he were at
his own school.

e
The Kingdom for the Childlike

By Rev. John A. Clark, BA.

The mind of Jesus was all the time full of
the kingdom of God. He dwelt in it every
day. He spoke about it constantly. The
tokens of its presence and power were every-
where visible to Him. He saw its beauty.
He heard its music. He lived in the light
of its glory. The shining of the sun, the
falling of the rain, the blowing of the wind,
the growing of the grain, the beauty of the
lilies, all these spoke to Him of God and
heaven, and He knew He dwelt under the
pure and gentle reign of His Father, and in
His Father’s house. Jesus was always a Child
at home.

Children are more like Jesus in this, than
their elders. Their minds are open and re-
ceptive. They live in a world full of wonder
and beauty. They believe that it is good
and glorious. They know not what marvel
may happen at any moment. They are
ready for anything; only, whatever takes
place is sure to be delightful, beneficent,
beautiful. Children cannot despair. What-
ever their sorrows or misfortunes, they are
sure some good fairy, some kind person,
will come soon and make everything right.
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Things must be right sooner or later. The
child never doubts that. He knows that
he lives in a good kingdom : that is the king-
dom of God or heaven.

The child, too, has this faith in the essen-
tial goodness of life quite irrespective of
any thought of merit in himself. It is not
because he thinks he is a good child, that the
world is good and blessed. If he be a bad
child, he is not therefore of the opinion that
the whole of life is bad and wretched. His
conviction that things are sure to turn out
well, is quite detached and separate from
any satisfaction or dissatisfuction as to him-
self. He has not yet learned the foolish
fashion of making himself the measure of
the universe.

The child, further, is free from any very
deep attachment to his possessions. Much
as children make of things, their toys and
their clothes, they are not altogether bound
up in them. You may replace them by
others, and the child doesn’t mind for long.

Toys are sure to be broken and clothes out-

worn. He soon forgets them in his joy at
that which he is given in their stead. There
is nothing to which the child has as yet given
himself, his heart.

These are some of the ways in which we
must become children, in order that we may
enter the kingdom of God.

We are to have an unquenchable faith in
God and His kingdom, in His absolute good-
ness, and in His final triumph. Our faith in
the kingdom and our reception of it are to
be quite independent of anything in us or
not in us. The kingdom and its goodness
are not because of our goodness. We are to
give ourselves to it and its King, that He
may make us good. And, finally, we are
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to keep ourselves free from undue attachment
to the things that change and disappear.
It will never do to be like the rich young
ruler, who could not be separated from his
great possessions. That will hinder our re-
ception of the highest blessing, of the king-
dom itself and its goodness. “Whosoever
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a
little child, he shall not enter therein.”

wua.

“After This, Jesus saith, I Thirst”
By Rev. James W. F B.D.

Once before, Jesus had thirsted. It was
when He sat by the well of Jacob and the
woman of Samaria came to draw water.
Then He turned from His craving and forgot
His own want, in the eagerness to bless
another heart. Knowing the spiritual thirst
of a nature that had failed to discover God,
He said, “Whosoever drinketh of the water
that 1 shall give him shall never thirst.”
Thus constantly, in the mind of Jesus, did the
spiritual needs of others rise superior to His
own physical wants.
Once, also, during the Passion, they offered
Hinf wine mingled with myrrh, in order to
allay the severe pain which He endured. But
He refused the draught, determined to taste
the extreme of anguish, and to keep a clear
and wakeful mind:
“Thou wilt feel all, that Thou mayst pity all,

And rather wouldst Thou wrestle with

strong pain
Than overcloud Thy soul.”

But now at the end of the Passion, when one
offers Him the vinegar, He accepts it, and
cools the parching thirst that all along has
distressed Him. ‘‘So they put a sponge full
of vinegar upon hyssop, and brought it to
His mouth. When Jesus therefore had re-
ceived the vinegar, He said, It is finished.”

«] thirst !’ Is it inspiring enough as a
message from the dying Son of God? We
might have expected some more thrilling
utterance, some memorable word to stir the
hearts of His disciples, like the last sentence
of a strong leader to his age. “1 thirst !”
It is at least the cry of a human. 1t is alto-
gether natural. Here a real man speaks, with
feelings like our own. And because it is

Giving and Finding

the cry of one in deep agony, it still has power
to calm and fortify those who are afflicted.
“We have not an High Priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities;
but was in all points tempted like as we are.””

But chiefly the time of utterance lends un-
wonted emphasis to these words. Personal
needs come last with Christ. He had prayed
for His enemies, He had provided for His
mother, He had received the penitent thief
to His kingdom, He had saved the world,—
all of this in the midst of mortal egony. Then
only did He allow the private craving to
assert itself. ‘“After this, Jesus. .saith, I
thirst.”

It is the perfection of woral beauty, when
personal preferences are allowed their way,
only after the wants of others have been met
and satisfie! He who is selfish, satisfies his
own thirst first. The follower of Jesus waits.

Enlifngl NS
e

Giving and Finding
By Rev._R. Douglas Fraser, M.A.

«] will give,” says Jesus; and he adds,
“Ye shall find.”

1t is of rest He speaks, “rest unto your
souls”: T will give it; ye ghall find it.

It is a proclamation of the plentitude of
divine grace, waiting, eager, to bestow that
precious gift, the “peace of God which passeth
all understanding”’; and a declaration of the
possibilities of our poor, frail humanity,—
that we can receive that peace in its fulness
into our hearts.

The vision widens. He who so freely be-
stows rest, stands ready to bestow all gifts.
And man, creature of the dust, and of a day,
as he is, can—0O wonder of wonders !— take in
the greatest that the infinite God can give.

And this riches of God’s grace comes as
softly and gently as the forming of the dew-
drop, or the morning sunbeams piereing the
darkness of the night, or as the ripening grain
in the golden harvest fields. And after
the same law. It is because they follow

the whispers of the great Lord of all, that the
dew-drop digtils, and the light conquers the
darkness, and the grain grows to its maturity.
And it is when we “come” at His call; and
“take His yoke upon us” at His bidding;




\

Bible Stories 151

and “learn of Him,” the great Teacher;
that the gifts of heaven are poured into our
hearts, and our hearts are enlarged to receive
them. Be sure of this, if He gives not, and
we find not, the fault is wholly our own; in
no wise His,

e

Bible Stories
By Rey. $. H. Gray, M.A.

Fhe famous Russian novelist, Count Leo
Tolstoi, in his younger days set himself
the task of educating the children of the
peasants in his neighborhood. He opened
a few schools within or near to his estate,
and even turned part of his own house into
a schoolroom. He was himself the sup-
porter, inspector, and often teacher of these
schools.

His educational methods were, to say the
least, novel. He allowed the children
liberty. They might come when they
wished, and go away when they had had
enough. They might sit where and as they
chose, and learn whatever subject they best
liked. He had thus an excellent opportunity
of discovering what subjects of study best
excited and held the attention of children.
And here is his own testimony:

“Only the old Testament remained in their
memories, and was listened to delightedly,
and retold by them when they reached their
homes. It stayed with them to this degree,
that, after two months, they could, with a
few mistakes, write down what they had
heard. 1 believe that the Old Testament,
this book of the childhood of the race, will

always remmn thp best\hook for the childhood
of every man.’

He goes on to say th.n the guteway into
the inner world of truth and beauty, into the
spiritual perception of divine things, what-
ever it be for men, is. for children, the simple
and fascinating stories of the Old Testament.
“I repeat it,” he says, “without the Bible
the education of the child in th~ present
state of society is impossible.”

Such testimony is of great value, and should
touch the consciences of all Christian people.
Since the teaching of the Bible in our day
schools cannot yet be hopefully contemplated,

it is left to our Sunday School workers and

to Christian parents to make the best use
of their opportumity. In every way possible to
us, we should endeavor to instil in the young
lives we touch a knowledge of, and love for,
the Bible stories, characters and teachings.
We should seek to teach, less, by laying down
abstract principles, and more, to make these
truths concrete and living by connecting
them with the experiences of the Bible
characters. The stories themselves convey
the instruction desired. Nothing that we
can do will add more to the attractiveness

and usefulness of the Sunds: School, than
using our opportunity to «onvey spiritual
truth through the words ar = examples which

the Bible contains. Th t Sunday School
is that in which the f and most varied
knowledge of the Bible is to be obtained.

Dundas, Ont.
\_A—A -

Soul Winning in the Sabbath School
By Ren George C: Pidgeon, D.D.
I. THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE SCHOOL

The soul is as dependent on the spiritual
atmosphere in which it lives as the body is
on the air. The head of a great University
said recently, that the life of a student is
influenced more profoundly by the atmosphere
of the University than by the direct effort of
either professors or Christian workers.

The same principle holds in the church
and Sabbath School. Mightier for good or
evil than the lessons, or the appeals of the
teachers, is the spiritual atmosphere of the
place. It should be of such a quality as
will give the scholars the rich, red blood of
the heart, nourishing all that is good in their
nature, and carrying away the waste and
impurities of life.

Every school has an atmosphere peculiarly
its own. As you enter it, you feel its spirit
in the very air. The tone of the hymns and
prayers, of the reading and teaching, is de-
termined by it. Unconsciously everyone
within range is influenced by it. If it be

truly spiritual, it has a power to nurture
and inspire that nothing else can have; but
if it be cold and worldly, it will paralyze
the most earnest efforts that the individual
teacher can make.

How may the atmosphere of a school be-
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come spiritual ? By the united efforts of
the teachers and thoughtful scholars in that
direction. Fulfil the conditions, and the
blessing will descend.

The teachers should prepare by prayer,
as well as by study, for the work of the day.
They should come in & deeply spiritual mood.
Each should realize his influence on the whole
school, as well as on his own class, and should
take part in the devotional exercises in such
a way as to refresh his own soul and inspire
others.

The teachers should meet, and frankly
consult together about the tone and spirit
of the school, and consider what may be
done to improve it. A poor atmosphere is
more frequently the result of thoughtless
neglect than of any other cause. Things
are allowed to drift; and things always drift
downward. The recognition by all of the
need of improvement, and a combination of
forces to bring it about, will have the desired
effect. The most fervent worker can do
little to elevate the tone of the school, if his
longings and aspirations are kept secret.
But let him tell the others what he feels, and
immediately he will find a response in every
heart. As a fire spreads by finding vent,
80 this spirit of earnestness will burn more
brightly in every soul, when it receives full
expression.

The older scholars should be made to feel
that much depends on their gpiritusl state.
Their preparedness in mind and soul, their
demeanor, the spirit in which they take part
in the opening exercises and the study of the
lesson, will irresistibly influence all. The
younger scholars will follow them in spirit
and attitude. Their co-operation should be
sought. Unless the leaders can inspire them,
their own efforts will be in vain.

The superintendent will then be the mouth-
piece of the school. Behind his words will
be the spiritual power of every devout soul.
In the reading, singing and prayer, he should
strive to bring all into a spirit of true worship
of God. If this be absent, urge all to pray
for it, and lead them in doing so. Never be
content or willing to proceed with anything
else, until this end is reached; for this spirit ual
element in the school's life is due to the actual
presence of ‘he Holy Spirit. He will not

The I'eacher and the Poets

come, until we feel that His presence is in-
dispensable, and fulfil all the conditions
for His indwelling and co-operation. We
want His presence. Do we want Him

enough ? That is the vital question,
Toronto Junction

The Teacher and the Poets
IN TWELVE ARTICLES
IV. How To Prosprcr THE PoETI FreLp
By Rev, F. H. Mclntosh, M.A.

Though the Bible is, in part, a poetic book,
it must not be forgotten that there is a great
wealth of poetry beside. In every age and
clime great names shine. Vast deposits of
poetry have been stratified and preserved
by the pressure of the centuries. How shall
we prospect these poetic claims ?

First of all, let us fix on some one poet.
Let it be Shakespeare or Tennyson, or any
one of the minor names. A general acquaint-
ance is well, but one poet at a time is the
more excellent way. Better to master one,
than to smatter twenty. We have in mind
a young man Who determined to read the
poets. He purchased many volumes at
one time, and at certain intervals of inspir-
ation took down all his poetic library and
snipped pleasurably from all quarters. He
became wealthy in glittering generalities,
but poor in definiteness of grip.

Then, having fixed on some one poet with.
a view to mastering him, let us procure &
good handbook to that poet, such as those of
Stopford Brooke on Tennyson and Browning.
Or, if something cheaper and less pretentious:
be desirable, use something like Symons’
Introduction to Browning, or Luce on Tenny-+
son. Better to posses one good volume of
the poets, with a handbook, than two or three
copies without. No doubt, opinion is not
unanimous on this matter. Some prefer to
wrestle with the poet alone until the break
of day. They aver the blessing to be all the
greater for the single-handed struggle. But,
as a fact, we know that every poem contains
a standpoint as well as a subject. The st and-
point is the key to the subject and is seldom
obvious. This needed setting, with light
on knotty points, the handbook supplies.
We may read the Lady of Shalott a dozem

el
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The Sabbath School Helping

times, and have nothing left but a sense of
brilliance rare. How much more it means,
when we are told that the poem is intended
to show the world of romantic reverie dis-
solving into the world of objective reality.
We might never hit upon that clue alone.
Then, let us cultivate the habit of analysis.
We have not the miscellaneous memory of
the child. A poem read through without
analysis goes away from us like the morning
dew. Break up the poem into its many parts,

153
and assign each part a purpose. Notice
every turn of thought. Then let us memorize

the finest bits. When a rare enatch of beauty
surprises us, underline it. It will the more
readily strike the eye again. Repetition will
make the lines our very own. Who cannot
testify to the value of noble passages learned
by heart ? Every now and then they come
like Elijah’s fiery chariot, and whirl us up
into a nobler mood. We need something
to translate our poor old hearts.

The Sabbatghool Helping

What Can the Sabbath Schools Do For
the Young People’s Society ?
By Rev. J. S. Henderson

These two organizations, the Sabbath
School and the Young People’s Society, are
very closely related. The one stands for
instruction, the other for training. The one
seeks to impart knowledge, the other to
cultivate the practical habit. The two must
go hand in hand, if the youth of our church
are to be fitted for their high mission in the
world.

The Young People’s Society has a distine-
tive field. It does a great work of instruction
in the Bible, missions and good literature.
It has devout, uplifting and comforting
worship, and a wide range of Christian ac-
tivities. But its peculiar function is to
lead young men and women into the church;
and to fit them to be active, consistent and
worthy men and women in both church
and state. It deals with the young between
the age of sixteen and twenty-one, a period
during which the young require the sym-
pathy, love and wisdom of the entire church.

Fhe Sabbath School may help the Young
People’s Society by recognizing that the
school is the natural recruiting ground of
the society; that the society is the training
school into which the boys and girls graduate
to be fitted for the more active duties of
church membership; that there is a loving
purpose in the society to train young minds
to think of others, the lips to speak and to
pray; the feet to run errands of mercy; and
the hands to work in Christian ministries.

A word spoken for the society in the class,
in the Teachers’ Meeting, or in the larger
gathering where the interests of the young
are considered, would show sympathy and
interest. And the young people expect both
from the teachers and officers, who know,
more than any other class, not only the im-
portance of the work, but the difficulties
besetting it. >

Again, aid may be given by the school’s
using the society to advance its interests,
which are really the society’s interests. The
school has what the society requires—re-
cruits to fill its ranks. The society has what
the school needs, workers, willing to serve in
definite lines of usefulness.

Suggestions from the school as to ways
in which the society could help would be
heartily welcomed by the officers of many a
society whose members are growing cold
and indifferent, because no definite line of
work has been taken up. An active campaign
to bring those who have no religious home
into touch with the church and Sabbath
School would awaken new life in the society.
A course of preparation, looking to the
supply of future teachers for the Sabbath
School, would be a real tonic to societies.
Spending time on general topics that look
nowhere and accomplish nothing, is but waste
of precious opportunities.

The Assembly’s Sabbath School Convener
suggests the Teacher Training Course of our
church as a line of study. I know one

society whose membership has been increased,
whose meetings have been made more in-
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teresting and helpful, and whose pastor has It will pay to make constant use of 1Waps,.
been made glad, by its adoption. A definite  charts, pictures, curios, and missionary

line of study and service will make all our letters, in order to reach the child-mind
societies strong, energetic and fruitful. through eye-gate. East AND WEST, with.
Can we not, will we not, a8 school and  its article each week direct from one or other
society, unite in loving purpose to win the of ourown mission workers in the field, should
youth of our church to Christ, train them up be in every school.

in Christ, send them out to work for Christ? 1L Givings. The General Assembly 1e-

New Westminster, B.C commends “that definite arrangements be
. made by each school for systematic giving'’;

... and the Assembly’s Sabbath School Comi-

Organizing the ‘S°h°°‘ for Missionsya mittee suggests a portion, at least, of each.
By Rey 0 Armstand B - Sabbath’s offerings for the Schemes of the

In 1904 the 2,628 schools of our church gave  church. A proper outlet would thus be
$31,856 for missionary purposes, an increase  provided for the interest generated by ac-
of fourteen per cent. over 1903. This is cumulating knowledge. An average of one
certainly very gratifying, but nearly two- cent a week from each scholar for the Schenies
thirds (1703 schools) contributed nothing. would yield one-fifth of the total amount
The ideal would be to have every school, required from the whole church. Is that
however poor, devote & proportion of its asking too much ? Give all the offerings or

offerings to missions. the offerings of one Sabbath per month; or
In organizing the school, everything cal- & proportion of each Sabbath’s offerings—in
lan; for lack of system

culated to foster the spirit of missions should any case have a P
be considered. Organization should be the spells poor results.
. simplest possible. The school itself ought Children, like adults, give more readily
to be a Missionary Institute, with the teach- towards a special object. It is attractive.
ers and officers forming the Cabinet or Exe- A pupil can be supported in Pointe-aux-
cutive Committee. In large schools a special Trembles school for $50 a year; $15 will
committee may be advisable. keep an orphan in India for a year. A Bible
1. EpucaTioN. It may be considered class might support & native teacher; a school
axiomatic, that our interest is determined might support & home missionary. The
by our knowledge. If the children are not experience of one country school proves
taught, how can they be interested ? In that a gurprising amount can be raised by
line with a resolution of the General Assembly  the Christmas banks issued by the Foreign
of 1904, a Question on Missions with its Mission Committee. It is well to see, how-
Answer each Sabbath is given in all our ever that all our missionary work be con-
teachers’ and scholars’ Lesson Helps, Tae sidered, so that the interest may not become
TeAcHERS MONTHLY containing also addi- narrow.
tional information. This Question is intended Let the growing missionary enthusiasm
as the basis of a missionary education for have an outlet in prayer also. It pays well,
each scholar. The wide-awake teacher can for in its reflex influence it blesseth the
make it serve the end of arousing a healthy intercessor. For example, encourage the

interest in the missionary enterprises of the children to pray for our work among the
church. orphans of India. From our schools are te

As an additional means of education, the come our future Home and Foreign mission-

Missionary Association might keep fresh, aries, and their training cannot commence
bright, interesting missionary books—books  t00 early in life. Others are to be those whe
the scholars will read—in the library, and will “hold the rope’” at home. Can we lay
see that they are circulated. Any boy or too strong emphnsisupontheneed for mission-
girl will enjoy, The Life of Bishop Hanning- ary organizat jon,and teaching,and systematic
ton, From Far Formosa, The Story of John G. giving ? ’
Paton, Korean Sketches, or All About Japan. W,QDL Ty
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What a Graduate Student Should Know
About Sabbath School Work

By Rev. Principal Scrimger, D.D.

Our graduate students are the future min-
isters of the church. They should, therefore,
know : i

1. The importance of Sabbath School work.
The minister who belittles or ignores his
school,is endangering the future of his church.

2. How a school should be organized and
equipped. In most cases, of course, the
ininister has to make the best of the help and
resources available. But in order to make
the best of them, he should know what they
ought to be. If he shows that he himself is
competent to lead, it will be much easier
to get others to follow, and fall into line
with his plans. Where conditions are more
favorable, he must be able to direct and
advise so as to avoid waste and friction.
Proper organization will always increase the
efficiency of any school. While consulting
his helpers, he should be able to make such
suggestions as will show his acquaintance
with detail. Most Sabbath School workers
will be only too glad of his interest and inter-
vention, if offered in the right spirit.

3. How to teach. It may be assumed that
he has the requisite knowledge of the Bible
and of its important truths. But it is one
thing to know, and another thing to be able
to teach others, especially young children.
Even a good preacher is not always 4 good
teacher. No graduate ought to be satisfied
unless he can take an average class of oys
or girls and hold their attention in a lesson
for three quarters of an hour. It is largely
a matter of method. The art of teaching is
one that can be learned by any one who cares
to make a study of it. A little practice and
thought will enable any intelligent student
to apply its principles effectively.

4. How to train teachers. The great need
of the Sabbath School work at the present
time is a class of better trained teachers.
The school wants pious, devoted men and
women, who will put their hearts into it, and
whose earnestness will make an impression
on the hearts of the young. But it wants
more than earnestness. There is an intel-
lectual side to the work as well, and the con-

trast between the Subbath School teacher
and the day school teacher must not be too
glaring, or the pupils will lose respect for even
the most earnest. The training of a better
equipped body of teachers must lie very
largely in the hands of the pastors. If some
of the older scholars in the schools be taken
in hand early enough, they can be trained
for greater effegtiveness without more labor
than is now given to the time-honored Bible
class or prayer meeting. In fact, if the
studies that would fit for teaching were
introduced into these, they would prove as
interesting as any other, and more useful than
many of the subjects now taken up in them.
Every graduate student ought to know how
to do it.

Presbyterian College, Montreal
e
The Birth of a Sunday School in the City
By Rev. J. E. Reid, M.A

There is a special charm in the establishing
of a new school which attracts scholars.
In response to circulars scattered broadcast
throughout the entire district, a large number
of parents and scholars assemble at the time
announced. Many, it is true, have come
through idle curiosity, and others have come
from the neighboring schools, but these
latter will soon find their own school more
congenial, and a large number of the former
may become interested in Sunday School
work.

Thus assembled, the work is begun with a
short service, for it must ever be kept in
mind that the Sunday School is the recruiting
ground for the church, and therefore the two
must in the deepest sense be one. The ser-
vice over, the organization proper begins.
In order that classes may be gotten together
for most effective Bible study, two or three
points should be kept in view. The scholar’s
advancement in the public school, his know-
ledge of religious truth, his age and size, will
be found to be helpful suggestions.

Classes having been formed, the teacher
who will stimulate the deepest interest is
now placed in charge. Usually, a manly
man will appeal to boys, and most effective
results may be obtained by giving the girls
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a womanly woman-—the tenchers have all
been enlisted for service previous to the day
of opering. Each teacher will then write
the names of his or her scholars, together
with their addresses. A short time may be
given for scholars and tenchers to become
acquainted, during which time a Secretary-
Treasurer and Assistant muy be uppointed.

The Superintendent, who jn ull probability
has had a very prominent purt in calling
the school into existence, endeavors to lay
the responsibility for future success or failure
upon the individual scholars now present.
It is their privilege and duty to seek out
children who are not attending any school.
A kindly invitation should be extended -to
such, and always followed up by a personal
call. A reward for the most successful schol-
ars in this work may be mentioned. The
school may now be dismissed

Then follows a busy week for the super-
intendent.  With probably many well-
equipped schools of other denominations
near at hand, he has to be resourceful in ex-
ploiting ways and means to interest. He
realizes that the coming Sunduy is the most
critical day he will have to face. Well he
knows that scholars very rapidly form their
estimate of the surroundings, and these judg-
ments once passed are hard to erase.

The week has passed all too rapidly. At
the regular Sunday School hour an increased
number of scholars have assembled.  Expres-

sions of supreme satisfaction are passed, when

they learn that a capital library has been
provided, and that its catnlogue invites their
perusal. The church’s Sunday School sup-
plies are all in rendiness for distribution, and
whispers bespeak the scholars’ delight, as
he thinks his school i going to afford him such
desirable advantages.

It has been truly snid of the day school,
#“Like teacher like scholar,””  This time-worn
phrase is uniquely applicable to the Sunday
School, for there is not here the same power
of forceful persuasion allowable. What,
then, are a few of the ideals that should be
kept before the scholars 7 First (not neces-
sarily in importance), that singing is & part
of the worship incumbent upon ench scholar.
This may be stimulated by o sufficient
<upply of hymn books, FEach teacher also

Organized 5.8, Work in “Northeast Assiniboia”

seeing that the proper hymn is found, should
join heartily in the singing, even if he has to
sing every hymn upon the one note. Rever-
ence, too, should be kept ever before the
scholars. They should be encouraged to
foster the school spirit, and to this end class
spirit may be developed by having some-
thing of the nature of & banner to be com-
peted for. Encourage each scholar to bring
a Bible, and also be very clear to show that
giving your means is worship.

For the future success of the church, it is
absolutely essential to keep a careful outlook
upon positions in our cities, where scholars
may be attracted, and who would even ven-
ture to measure the results of seed sown in
this new school ?  Sooner or later the harvest
will come in lives turned Christward; and
the school is often the speedy harbinger of
the regular congregation.

Toronto

.

Organized S.S. Work in “ Northeast
Assiniboia”
By Rex. W Sutherlar
Field Worker of the “ Nort heast Assiniboia "’
Sabbath School Association
[The seventh in the series of articles on the
most marked or promising features of work
in the various Provincial Associations.-
EpiTors.)

The Northeast Assiniboia 8.8, Association
was formed in August, 1896. The new Pro-
vince of Saskatchewan, of which this district
now forms a part, is not yet divided into
counties ; but our little organization com-
prises about three electoral divisions, with
ample room to grow north, south and west.
A Convention was held annually for the whole
district until 1904, and since that time three
conventions each year have been held at
different centres.

From the first, we have sought to empha-
size the importance of Sabbath School work
of the very highest order, giving prominence
to worship, spirit, means and method. All
our conventions have been characterized by a
beautiful spirit of harmony and good-will.

Seven years ago the struggling Associa-
tion engaged the present writer to devote all
his time to furthering its work. During this
period there has been a steady growth, and
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the bounds are slowly widening. The Exe-
cutive Committee is perfecting the three
smaller organizations indicated above, and
preparing to add others to them. The
schools are improving. Young Christians
have been shown an inviting field of labor,
and permitted to qualify themselves for a
life of usefulness. Most of the departments
of organized work receive attention.

The Association stands as the pronounced
opponent of all the threatening forces of evil

in this new land, and the friend of every-
thing that is good. It seeks to overthrow
the one and establish the other, by the faith-
ful use of the Word of God. It exists to pro-
mote Bible study and religious instruction
in Home and School, to win souls, up-
build Christian character, and train for
Christian service. Besides publishing leaf-
lets, we have a special column in the York=
ton Enterprise.

Yorkton, Sask.

e

Lesson Calendar: Second Quarter
Worbs AND Works oF Jesus (MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE).
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............... The Two Foundations.
.Jesus and the Sabbath.
. Jesus’ Power over Disease and Death.
. Jesus the Sinner’s Friend.
_.....The Parable of the Sower.
..... The Parable of the Tares.
. A Fierce Demoniac Healed.
.Death of John the Baptist.
........... Feeding the Five Thousand.
. .The Gentile Woman’s Faith.
. Peter’s Great Confession.
......... The Transfiguration.

Matt, 7 : 15-29.

Matt. 12: 1-14.

Luke 7 : 1-17.
(

Luke 7
Mark 4 :
Matt. 13 : 2
Mark 5 1-20.
Mark 6 : 14-29.
Mark 6 : 30-44.

Mark 7 : 24-30.
Matt. 16 : 13-2:
Luke 9 : 28-36.

OUR PUBLICATIONS

Lesson Helps

Tug Teacaers MoNTHLY—48 to 56 pages a month,
60¢. a year; 2 or more to one address, 50¢, each.

Tae HoMe STupy QUARTERLY—Each lesson illus-
trated, 20c. & year ; b or more to one address, 10c.
each. Largely used also in the Home Department,

Tue PRIMARY QUARTERLY—A picture and a draw-
ing for each lesson ; 20c. yearly ; 5 or more to one
address, 10c. each.

Tup Home Stupy Learier—Each lesson illus-
trated ; 5 or more to one address, 5. each a year.

Tre PRIMARY LEAFLET—A picture and a drawing
for each lesson ; 5 or more to one address, 5c. each

per year.
Illustrated Papers

.. East AND West—A Paper for Young Canadians—
I'reats Young Peoples’ topie ; articles on our own
Missions, 75¢. a year ;: 2 or more to one address, 50c.
euch per year. May begin at any date.

Tue Kina’s OwN (continuing The Children’s Re-
cord)—For the Bo; irls; every week, and hand-
somely illustrated ; Kies. 40c. a year; b or
more to one address, 25¢. each : months not broken.

JewrLs—For the Little Ones ; every week, hand-
somely illustrated ; i

ingle copies, 30c. a year; 5 or
more to one address, 20c. each ; months not broken.

Other Supplies

Tracuer TRAINING HaxpBooks—Principal Serim-
ger's Books oF THE OLp TesTAMENT, 100 Principal
Falconer and Prof. Ballantyne'’s Lire axp TiMEs oF
Jesus Cumist, 10e.  Professor Kilpatrick's Summany
ov CHRISTIAN DocTrINE, 10c. Prof. Murray's ONE
o Twenty-ONE :  Studies in Mind Growth, 10c.
Dr. Tracy’s Sassata Scroot, MerHops : Studies in
Teaching and Organization, 10c.

SHORTER CATECHISM, per doz., 20c.; 100, $1.25.
CaTecrisM, with proofs, per doz., 36c.;
00, $1.75,  Both our own revised e itions.
”Ua’uou 's PriMary Carecrism, doz., 35c.; 100,

Tre Bsre CaTecaisy : The Bible in Question and
Answer for Children, 10c.

LessoN Screme—Schedule of Lessons for the year
with Topies for Proof. Catechism, ete., 50c. per 100.

Memory Passages—For Diplomas, 50c. vor 100.

SuPPLEMENTAL Lessons— Booklet for teachers, 2e.
Leaflet for scholars, 6e. per doz.

ProvipeNce CoLorep Lrssox Picturk Roun
$3.00 per year, 75¢. per quarter. (S.8. SUPER
TENDENT, & quarterly publication, with each roll free.
ProvipENcE Cororep Picture Carps, 10c. per year.
24e¢. per quarter.

8.8, Crass Recister (our own) 5e. each ; Birie
Crass, 20c.; Primary, 20c. 8.8, SECRETARY'S
Recorp (our own) 20 classes, 30c.; 30 classes, 40¢.
S. 8. SUPERINTENDENT'S RECORD, very useful, 10c.
RewARD CARDS AND TICKETS ; CLass ENVELC
LisrAry Carps. Wipe's BisLe Picrures (6 by 8
inches) le. each, (No orders taken for less than 10
pictures.)

Oxrorp TeAcHERS' AND ScHoLAR's BisLe ; Book
Send for

or Prase ; BisLe anxp Book or PRAISE.
list and prices.

For tie Home DepartMent—Membership Cards,
per 100, 50¢.; Quarterly Report Envelopes, 40¢. per
100; Canvasser's Report, per 100, $1.00; Descriptive
Leaflet, per 100, 50¢c.; Class Record, 2c. each. Sam-
ple of dnm‘&)h'u Leaflet free.

CrapLe RoLt—Framep “Funt” CrabLe Roui -
With space for 60 names, $1.50 ; 100 names, $2.00.
Fine slits are cut on the surface to receive the name
cards ; a supply of cards goes with the roll.
express charges to above prices. “Frint” CRADLE
RoLL—Ready to hang up, with gilt stick on top
and bottom, 50c. less than above prices.
postage to above prices. APPLICATION Carp—10¢.
¥er dozen ; printed form on back to be filled_out.
INROLMENT Carp—10c. per dozen, CRADLE RoLu
CerTiFICATE—Printed in_gold and two colors, 35c.
per dogen, BirtHDAY Carpa—Of various sorts;
all pretty, 24¢., 30c., 35¢. and 48¢. per dosen.

R. DOUGLAS FRASER
CoNFEDERATION LiFE BUILDING, ToRONTO
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M OPENING EXERCISES

1. SILENCE.

I1. RepeAT IN CONCERT. Psalm 45 : 2.

Thou art fairer than the children of men :
grace is poured into Thy lips : therefore God
hath blessed Thee for ever.

111 SiNneixg. Hymn 151, Book of Praise.
(It is expected that this “Supplemental
Hymn” will be memorized during the Quar-
ter.)

IV. PRAYER. Concluding with the Lord’s
Prayer in concert.

V. SINGING.

Spirit Divine ! attend our prayers,

And make this house Thy home;

Descend with all Thy gracious powers;

O come, great Spirit, come !

Come as the light : to us reveal
Our emptiness and woe;
And lead us in those paths of life
Where all the righteous go.
—Hymn 105, Book of Praise.
VI. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES. Isa. 42 : 1-3.
Superintendent. Behold My Servant ,whom

1 uphold;

School. Mine Elect, in whom My soul
delighteth;

Superintendent. 1 have put My Spirit
upon Him :

School. He shall bring forth judgment to
the Gentiles.

Superintendent. He shall not ery, nor lift
up,

School. Nor cause His voice to he heard

in the street.

Superintendent. A bruised reed shull He
not break,
School.
not quench.

VIL SiNcing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
VIII. Bmsie WoRk.
mental Lessons.

And the smoking flax shall He

From the Supple-

IX. ReapinG or LESSON PABSAGE.

X. SiNgiNG. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This selection may usually be that marked
“From TR PRIMARY annm.r.”)

Order of Service
+AN ORDER OF SERVICE : Second Quarter

OLASS WORK
[Let this be qntian uhdisturbed by Secretary’s or
Librarian’s distribution, or otherwise.]

1. RoLu CALu by teacher.

1. Orrerig, which may be taken in a
class envelope, or class and report envelope.

I1IL Reciration. 1. Scripture Memory
Passages from the Supplemental Lessons,
or Memory Verses in Lesson Helps. 2.
Catechism. 3. The Question on Missions
from the Supplemental Lessons.

1V. LessoN STUDY.

CLOSING EXERCISES

1. ANNOUNCEMENTS.

I1. SiNgiNg. Hymn selected.

111, REVIEW FROM SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one of more of the fol-
lowing items : Recitation in concert of Verses
Memorized, Catechism, Question on Missions,
Lesson Title, Golden Text, and Heads of
Lesson Plan. (Do not overload the Review :
it should be pointed, brief and bright.)

1V. SINGING.

I've found a Friend; O, such a Friend !

He loved me ere I knew Him;
He drew me with the cords of love,
And thus He bound me to Him;
And round my heart still closely twine
Those ties which nought can sever,
For I am His, and He is mine,
Forever and forever.
—Hymn 80, Book of Praise.

V. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES. Psalm 19 :
79.

Superintendent. The law of
perfect, converting the soul @

School. 'The testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the simple.

Superintendent. The statutes of the Lord
are right, rejoicing the heart :

School. The commandment of the Lord
is pure, enlightening the eyes.

Superintendent. The fear of the Lord is
clean, enduring for ever *

Superintendent and School. The judgments
of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

V1. BexepicTioN or CLosING PRAYER.

the Lord is

*Copies of the above ORDER OF SERVICE on separate sheet may be had at soc. per 100




The Two Foundations

THE TWO FOUNDATIONS
Matthew 7 : 15-20. Commit to memory vs. 24, 25.* Read Matthew 6 : | to 7 :

Lesson [.

159

April 1, 1906
14;

Luke 6 : 31, 37-49.
GOLDEN TEXT—Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.—James 1 : 22

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you
in sheep's clothing, but mwuclly they are ravening

wolves, ) .

16 Ye shall know them bﬂ, their fruits,
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ?

17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit; but 'a corrupt tree bnnfeth forth evil fruit.

18 A good tree cannot brin% orth evil fruit, neither
can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. :

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit
is hewn down, and east into the fire.

20 * Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord,
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord,
3 have we not prophesied in thy name ? and *in thy
name have cast out devils ? and ®in thy name done
many wonderful works ?

Do men

23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew
you : deﬁ:n from me, ye that work iniquity.

24 ¢ Therefore whosoever heareth these *sayings
of mine, and doeth them, *I will liken him unto a
wise man, which built his house upon 1 a rock :

25 And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and
it fell not : for it was founded upon ! & rock.

26 And every one that heareth these 7 sayings of
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a
foolish man, which built his house upon the sand :

27 And the rain descended, and the floods came,
and the winds blew, and ¢ beat upon that house; and
it fell : and great was the fall 1 of it.

28 And it came tol?us. when Je’sus ! had ended
these 7 sayings, the 1 people were astonished at his
18 doetrine :

29 For he taught them as one having authority,
and not as M the scribes.

Revised Version —! the; ? therefore; *did we not prupl;es;ylF{;‘ 4by thy name east out; 5by thy name
shal

do many mighty works; ®everyone therefore which; 7 words;

12 ultitudes; Y teaching; M their.
LESSON PLAN
1. False Teachers, 15-20.
II. False Disciples, 21-23.
III. A False Foundation, 24-2,

DAILY READINGS

(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M.—The two foundations, Matt. 7 : 15-23,

The two foundations, M:

Luke 6:
24-30.

T.—
att. 7 : 24-20. W.—Known
Th.—Outside the door,

by fruit, X
ke 1 F.—Hearers and doers, James

Luke 13:

likened; smote; 1 thereof; ! Omit had;

1: 22-27. 8.—Safe building, l:}pl:)._'.?: 13-22, 8.—

The only foundation, 1 Cor. 3 : 9-17.

Shorter Catechism —Ques. 11.  What are God's
works of providence #  A. God’s works of providence
are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and
governing all his creatures, and all their actions.

The Question on Missions —12. What is French
Evangelization ? It is the missionary work of our
church among our French fellow-Canadians, and
aims at giving them the pure gospel in their own
tongue (" Evangel” means gospel).

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise, 151 (Supple-
mental Lesson); 161 ; 263 ; 34 (Ps, Sel.) ; 240 (from
PRIMARY QUARTERLY) ; 155,

EXPOSITION

By Rev. Principal R. A. Falconer, LL.D., Litt.D.

Time and Place—Summer of A.D. 28;
according to tradition, the Horns of Hattin,
a hill not far from Capernaum.

Connecting Links—The Lesson is the
closing part of the Sermon on the Mount
(sve Lessons IX. and X., First Quarter).
Afver having set forth the true righteousness,
and a true standard of judgment (vs. 1-6),
Jesus sums up all conduet in a life of prayerful
dependence upon God the Father and obe-
dience to the “Golden ‘' Rule,” vs. 7-12.
But, lest some should be too easy-going in
their pursuit of the kingdom, He warns them
that only by self-denial and eager effort can
entrance be obtained, through the narrow
way, into life eternal; and that there will
be many failures, vs. 13, 14.

I. False Teachers, 15-20.

Vs. 15, 16. Beware of false prophets (see
Ezek. 22 : 28; Mic. 8 : 9-11); that is, pro-

lifax, N.S.

fessed teachers of God’s will, who only lead
their followers astray. In sheep's clothing;
not literally, since sheepskins were not the
special dress of prophets (see ch. 3 : 4), but
having the appearance of innocence and
gentleness., Inwardly. .ravening wolves. See
Jer. 5 : 6, and compare John 10 : 1,8, These
false teachers, for the sake of power or gain,
made the “way” (vs. 13, 14) into the kingdom
of God easier than John the Baptist, with his
stern requirement of repentance and refor-
mation, ch. 3: 2. In every age error has
been taught by some who profess to be
prophets of God, but who only send their
hearers down the broad way to destruction.
Know them by their fruits; the sort of right-
eousness which they show and which their
teaching produces in those who follow it, the
proof of its quality being given in the Sermon
on the Mount. Jesus teaches strongly, that
character is a test of one’s hold upon the

*The Seripture Hmor{ll:mo( the Supplemental Lessons are recommended u a substitute for those

here given Sabbath by Sabl

y will be found in the Bupplemental Lessons Leaflets,
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160 The Two Foundations

truth., Grapes of thorns figs of thistles.
«There were thorns with grape-like fruit,
and thistles with heads like fige.” (Ex-
positor's Greek Testament.) But the taste,
not the mere appearance, proved the kind of
fruit. So, only that teaching is good, which
results in a good life and right conduct.

Vs, 17-20. Good tree qood fruit corrupl
(diseased) tree. .evil fruit. Our life, like a
tree, is a growth which must show its nature.
The new nature is a principle within, im-
planted by God Himself, John 3:3. For
the fruit of the Spirit, see Gal. 5: 22, 23.
Hewn down, and cast into the fire. There is
no place in the kingdom of GGod for useless
wood : only fruit-bearing trees abide (see
Ps. 1:3). How stern is Jesus, the Teacher
of righteousness (see Luke 13: 6-9)! But
it is true kindness to warn us of the doom of
the fruitless, that we may escape it. Where-
fore, etc.; an emphatic repetition of the
standard of truth, which is conduct or life,
not words; fruit, not profession.

1I. False Disciples, 21-23.

Vs. 21, 22. Saith unto me, Lord, Lord.
Many in Galilee came to Him with this title
of respect, asking for help, chs. 8 : 2, 6, 8;
17 : 15. Others called Him “Teacher”
(chs. 12: 38; 19: 16, Rev. Ver., Margin),
and yet did not follow Him. Not the mere
fact of having seen Jesus, or having treated
Him with respect, or having listened to His
teaching, makes one true disciple and a
member of the kingdom. Shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven; into its full future
blessedness. Never in this world will it
reach its final goal. He that doeth, ete. Jesus
makes God’s will known, Matt. 11 : 27-30.
It was His meat and drink to do it (see John
4 : 34). So, true discipleship i8 following
the will of God, as Jesus has shown it to us.
In that day; the day of judgment, Mal. 3 : 17,
18. Jesus claims to be the divine Judge of
the world, ch. 25: 31, ete. Prophesied.
See on V. 15. In thy name; “honoring Thee,
as the Source of wisdom and power.” Won-
derful works ; miracles (see Acts 3: 16;19:13).
But no real honor is brought to Jesus. All
these deeds are nothing without love, the
spirit of Jesus, 1 Cor..13 : 1-3.

V. 23. Profess; declare openly before all,
that their discipleship was & gham. I never

knew you. Though they were eager to elaim
Jesus as an old Acquaintance, He had never
counted them among His real friends. (Com-
pare John 10 : 14, Rev. Ver,, “1 know Mine
own, and Mine own know Me.”) Depart
jrom me. See Pe. 61 8; Matt. 25 ¢ 11. Jesus,
the fingl Judge, is also the final Joy of the
Dlessed. Workers of iniquity must g0 to
their own place from the presence of the
righteous Lord. Iniquity; lawlessness. Al
the product of their life is the outcome of
disobedience.

III. A False Foundation, 24-29.

Vs, 24, 25. There are two classes of dis-
ciples. Only those whose religion is earnest
and built upon the moral endeavor to fulfil
the whole law of (iod, cun stand the terrible
strain to which it will be exposed in the great
day of God’s judgment. Heareth. In this
hoth classes are alike, as the two houses are
similar in appearance. These sayings o]
mine; the Sermon on the Mount and all other
teachings of His. And doeth. This addition
makes all the difference. Observe how se-
vere the words of Jesus always are against
those who treat the winning of the kingdom
as an easy matter (see chs. 5: 13, 20, 29;
7:13,14,19). A wise man; that is, prudent,
taking the future into account. Upon a
rock; not on the shifting sands, which a
winter's flood had brought, and which a
winter’s flood might whirl away again.
Luke (ch. 6: 48) says, he “digged deep.”
He went down till he reached bed-rock for
his foundation. Rain descended; in tropical
torrents. [Floods (literally, “rivers’’) came;
against the foundation. The river-beds, dry
in summer, were soon filled with raging
streams when the winter rains fell. Winds
blew; against the walls. All three parts of
the house were assailed.

Vs. 26, 27. A Joolish man. built. .upon the
sand; one of the “smmuers" of life. Mere
talk does mot count. There must be solid
obedience. Great was the fall of it. Because
the privilege of hearing the words of Jesus
is so great, the penulty of neglecting to obey
must be heavy.

Vs. 28, 29. Astonished; “‘struck out” of
their senses, SO great was their wonder.
Taught . .as one having avthority. Conscience
in the hearers recognized in the words of

——
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Jesus the tone of One who knew and spoke
the truth.
official teachers, who merely repeated what
others before them had said.

Not as the scribes; the Jewish

Light from the East

By Rev. James Ross, D.D., London, Ont.

TuoRvS —There is probably a greater
variety of thorny shrubs in Palestine than in
any other country in the world. Sixteen or
seventeen different words are used in the Old
Testament to deseribe those plants whicn are
a nuisance to the farmer. They seem to be so
indigenous to the soil that, when a piece of
ground is neglected for a short time, these
pests take possession of it with remarkable
rapidity. Great clumps of nettles, thistles
growing ten and twelve feet high, the thorny
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burnet, several species of hox-thorn, buck-
thorn, eactus, acacia, the silver berry, and
interminable thickets of bramble bushes
will speedily grow almost anywhere. Some
of these shrubs, especially the thorny burnet,
are grubbed up, roots and all, and earried
on the backs of men or camels to the line
kilns, where they are used for fuel. They
produce a great heat and make excellent lime
They are also used for heating ovens and for
culinary purposes generally. In fact, the
roots of thorn bushes are the staple fuel in
the cities. Very often, hefore the farmers
commence their fall or winter ploughing,
it is necessary to burn off the thorn and brier
hushes, which have grown up among the grain,
or encroached on the sides of the field, or on
the pathways through it.

APPLICATION

By Rey.
Palse prophets, v. 15.
has its imitators. . Pretense follows reality
like its shadow. There is brass jewelry,
adulterated foodstuffs, shoddy
clothing, and wooden nutmegs.
There is also sham patriotism,
counterfeit scholarship, simulated states-
manship. So we are not surprised nor dis-
mayed when we find hypocritical religion.
We should rather be surprised not to find it.
It does not show that religion is a mockery.
but the very opposite. No one takes the
trouble to imitate a useless or noxious thing.
There are no imitations of mud. No one
pretends to be a coward or aliar. Sham reli-
gion is the proof that true religion exists; real,
vital, potent, valuable. The “false prophets”
do unwilling homage to the great Teacher.
By their fruits, v. 16. Conduct is the test
of creed. The only way to get good rruit
is to get it from a good tree. If you see an
orange for sale, you know that
T::v:"vl,ki:hv{;:" it came from an orange tree
somewhere. The dealer did not
make it in his back shop out of chemicals and
paint. A man once said to Mr. Moody,
“I have not committed a sin for twenty
years.” Moody replied, “I should like to ask
your wife about that.” The trne examiners
as to a man’s orthodoxy are not expert theo-
logians, who can ask him knotty questions

Gverything good

The Sham
Proves the Real

inai
about his beliefs, but the folks who live with
him and who see how he acts every day.

A good tree cannol bring forth evil frut, v. 18,
Whit a blessed impossibility !
healthy, well-nourished tree cannot
hard, sour, stunted apples :
it must have on its hranches,
large, juicy, shapely froit. Iv
like manner, it is impossible, when the heart
is filled with love to Christ and the will is
surrendered to Him, that there should be in
the lite mean, dishonorable, or impure con-
duct. The spotless One whom we have en-
throned within us, will keep us from all that
is unworthy.

That day, v. 22. There is a machine in
the British mint which antomatically turns
aside each sovereign which is of ¥ght weight.

One can imagine some coin in
The Light Colns ¢}, process of manufacture com-
Thrown Out §Z £
paring itself favorably with the
others. “Am I not as bright and as large,”
it says, “and every way as good as my
comrades ?”  And nothing contradicts the
It is stamped and polished by

The sound,
hear

A Blessed
Impossibility

foolish coin.
the workmen and the machinery, as if it were
a perfectly honest piece of money. But on
“that duay” of weighing in the balances it is
tossed back to the furnace. “That day” of
divine judgment will be full of sudden and
terrific reveluations to false and deluded people.
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Rock, v. 24. On the Fraser River in Brit-
ish Columbia, there is a huge, swirling eddy,
which has eaten away a8 great piece o! ground,

and goes foaming and growling
The Eddy and i, 4 circle round the edge of

the Rock % . .

its triumph, seeking to devour
yet more. Ona rocky point jutting out be-
tween the main channel and the bed of the
eddy, stands a house. It is the third house
which was built upon the bank of the river
there. Two earlier houses, built on earth,
have been sucked into the torrent. Then
the proprietor built on the rock, and though
the hungry stream may set him on an island
in time, it cannot overthrow the house.
We must build the house of character on a
solid foundation, even the Rock of Ages.

Rain descended. .floods came .winds blew,
vs. 25, 27. The storms are sure to come
against your house. A man may be well-to-

do, in good health, and esteem-
The Home of o4 |y every one. But some day

the Soul A p

his money may leave him, and
his friends t urn their backs on him. Or, if that
does not happen, then he has the more search-
ing trial of uninterrupted prosperity. In
any case, he must grow old, and at last close
his eves upon both money and friends. And
after death comes the judgment. “Few and

evil have the days of the years of my life
been,” said old Jacob to Pharaoh. Well for
him, that he had learned by the brook Jabbok
the true site for the home of his soul. And
well for every one to learn the same lesson in
the days of his youth.

Taught . .as one having authority, V- 20. A
little lad was very dangerously ill with diph-

theria. A great surgeon had come, and per-
formed the operation of tracheo-
T“":_:I‘;:“d tomy. During the next few

days the little patient pro-
gressed beautifully, but the doctor wanted to
hear him speak, which he had not yet done.
So he said to the nurse, in the hearing of the
wee chap, “1 am sorry he cannot speak to
me, nurse, because I'm going up to ——
to-day, and shall not know whether to bring
him a horse or a gun.”” A tiny finger stole
up to the wounded throat, and the ghost of
a baby’s voice whispered, “Please, doctor,
bwing me a lickel gun.” Like the surgeon,
with the big, loving heart behind the hand
that wielded the sharp knife, is the Jesus who
can speak solemn, even terrible words, but
who all the while has an intense, yearning
desire to save men. It is because He is
tender as well as true, that His words reach
and move human hearts.

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Teachers of the Older Scholars
By Rey. John acVicar, B.A. ont.

This Lesson applies a searching test to
(he genuineness of Christian professions.
Make your class interested spectators of the
floods that roll against the houses built on
the rock and on the sand, vs. 24-27. Aim
at convineing them that it will not do to be
just any kind of Christian. Want of thor-
oughness and reliability ends in disaster.
Not what we say and do, but what we are
and how we do it, constitute our hope. See
how this test applies to:

1. The Sand Foundation, Vvs. 26, 27. This
represents shallow character building. Such
rests on :

(a) Mere Talk, v. 21. It is easy to say,

“Lord, Lord”; it is another thing to be ruled

by Christ’s lordship. Shakespeare speaks
with contempt of the man twho will speak
more in & minute, than he will stand to in &
month.” It is easy to fall into a chronie
habit of insincere talk that may pass over
into detestable cant. Bunyan's “Talkative”
was equally at home discussing things hea-
venly or things earthly, things moral or
things evangelical, things sacred or things
profane; but when it came to the performance
of Christian duty he lacked the root of the
matter. Christ warns us against idle (that
is, inoperative) words—words that never
come to anything, Matt. 12 :36,37. Equally
useless are :

(b) Mere Deeds, v. 22. Showy, applause-
provoking, crowd-collecting religious works
have sometimes left scarcely a trace behind
after the worker has been swept away by
the stream of time. Boastful, self-centred
acts throw us out, as certainly as idle, in-
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operative words, James 4 : 16. Fussy ac-
tivity, even in the name of Christ, will meet
with as severe condemnation as pretentious
talk, v. 23. Again, shallow character may
be built on the fancied possession of :

(¢) Mere Knowledge, vs. 15-18. Grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ, John 1 : 17. But
superficial knowledge of that ggace and truth
leads to moral and spiritual disaster. Saul
the Pharisee knew the truth only on the sur-
face, Rom. 10 : 3. Christ warned His fol-
lowers against becoming misguided as to the
truth, v. 15. False prophets caleulate to
deceive. Outwardly they look like innocent
sheep ; inwardly they plot mischief like de-
vouring wolves. Christ points out the true
test of knowledge—the fruits, vs. 16-18.
No one really knows Christ, who is ignorant
of the fruitage of the Christian life. Those
whose character is described in Gal. 5 : 19-21
suffer the collapse noted in the lesson, v. 19.
But those described in Gul. 5: 22, 23 are
built on :

9. The Rock Foundation, vs. 24, 25. What
does the rock stand for ? Solid, enduring
character ? Yes. But to get that, we must
dig down to the underlying reality in Christ
Himself, 1 Cor. 3 : 11, In the end, thorough-
ness of character can only be secured by
steady support from Christ. That is the
meaning of Peter’s figure of the lively (that
is, living) stones, 1 Pet 2 : 4, 5. No one—
in his words, deeds and knowledge—ever
gets to the rock foundation, who does not
get to Christ. Rejection of Christ’s message
is rejection of Himsélf. The performance
of Christ’s words is acceptance of Himself.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls
By

R. Dou Fraser, M.A.
The schoiars will Ee“ you, on questioning,

that the Lesson is the closing part of a ser-
mon—a very wonderful sermon, running
through chs. 5, 6, and 7 of Matthew’s Gospel.
Question them further as to the Preacher,
the pulpit, the hearers, the opening sentences
(the Beatitudes, Lesson IX. First Quarter),
some words about the tongue and the temper
(Lesson X.) : they know the beautiful saying
concerning the lilies, and the Lord’s Prayer,
which also are in the sermon. Now, it is
the end. It is a climax. Explain the word
—the thought rising higher, and growing
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stronger, till it reaches the highest point.
Note, too, how vivid the picturing is—men
that look like sheep and act like wolves, thorn-
trees, thistles, blazing fires, the great judg-
ment day, house building, storms and floods.

Now follow these final sayings of Jesus
sentence by sentence, and see where they
lead to.

“Beware of false prophets’—that is, false
teachers, for a “prophet” is one who under-
takes to tell to men what God has told
to him. The scholars will have heard the
saying, “It is when the devil is dressed in
his Sunday-best, that he is most to he
dreaded” : there is mischief afoot, then, truly.
The “prophet’” may seem harmless as a sheep,
but be greedy and deadly as a wolf. How
is one to know which he is ? How do you
know a thorn ? a vine ? a thistle ? a fig-tree?
a good tree from a bad tree ?

What is true of prophets, Jesus is careful
to say, is true of everybody, v. 20. It is the
sort of lives we live that shows the sort of
people we are. What a dreadful saying that
of v. 19is! Have well in hand what Dr. Ross
says, in Light from the East, about thorns,
and what use is made of them : the scholars
can tell, if they will, of sad endings that come
to wicked men, for, alas ! such endings are
too common.

Have a talk over v. 21 —the sayers and the
doers. What is meant by saying to Jesus,
“Lord, Lord ?” Profession : calling oneself
a Christian, “joining the church.” Is this
enough ? Jesus says, “Not every one”, etc.
Who, then ? “He that doeth,” ete. “Say ”'?
Certainly. But “do,” also. In other words,
do as you say: be through and through, and
out and out, the follower of Jesus you profess
to be.

Then comes a revelation of how it will fare
with those who profess, without doing,
vs. 22, 23. “In that day” ? What day?
Matt. 25 : 31-46 is the best answer. The
scholars will puzzle a good deal over vs. 22,
23. Perhaps 1 Cor.,ch. 13, will let in the light
more quickly and fully than any other Secrip-
ture : no matter what we say or do, if we
haven't the Spirit of Christ in our hearts,
which is love, we are none of His.

There will be no difficulty in holding at-
tention through the remaining verses. You
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have (a) Two builders, a wise one and a h
foolish one; (b) Two houses, each built with
time and care and labor; (¢) Two foundations,
one the solid rock, the other the shifting sand;
(d) A mighty storm _rain, rushing torrent,
tearing winds—such storms as are common t
in the East, where in an hour a dry river bed t
will become a raging flood; (e) What of the

ADDED HINTS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points
By Rav, Duyncan, B.D.

Evil is always most dangerous when it
poses as good. v. 15.

True religion purifies the life by first
cleansing the heart. Vvs. 16, 17.

Apart from Christ it is impossible to over-
come evil; in Christ it is impossible to be
overcome by it. v. 18.

Christendom is the best answer to the
opponents of Christianity. v. 20.

Not profession, but performance, is the test
of discipleship. v. 21.

If we listen to Jesus now, when He says,
“Come,” we shall never hear Him say,

e

“Pepart.” v. 23.

It is Christ’s right to command; it is our
duty to obey. vs. 24, 25.

We may drift to ruin by simple neglect of
warnings. vs. 26, 27.

The teaching of Jesus is still working
wonders in the lives of men. V. 28.

In Christ is the living source of truth, and

this is open to all. v. 29.

From the Library

The Apostolic Church knew well the plague
of the false prophet, and branded him with
the stinging epithet, “Christ-trafticker.”—
David Smith’s, The Days of His Flesh.

In the Talmud there is a fable that King
Solomon wore a ring engraven with the
divine Name, and everyone towards whom he

turned the inscription was forced to speak
out whatever he was thinking at the moment.
o Jesus, by His mere presence among men,
Irought to the surface their deepest thoughts
| feelings, and made them display the best
and the worst which their hearts concealed.

and

-Stalker.
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is built;
the waste of waters.

and not hearems only.”

ouses ? One solid as the rock on which it
the other, a wreck borne down in
There is little more needed, in the way of
xplanation or application, than to repeat
he Golden Text, putting the emphasis on
he second word : “Be ye doers of the word,

AND HELPS

When the Eddystone lighthouse was to be n
rebuilt, Winstanley, the noted engineer,
contracted to rear a structure, which should
withstand the assaults of time and tempest.

So confident was his faith in the showy
structure of his own skill, that he offered to
lodge in it with the keeper through the au-
tumnal gales. He was true to his word.
The first tremendous tempest caught the
flimsy lighthouse in the hollow of its hand,
and hurled both building and builder into
the foaming sea.—Cuyler.

Prove from Scripture
That we shall be judged by our fruits.
Lesson Questions
[From the Home STUDY QUARTERLY]

Juniors—Of what sermon is the Lesson u
part? Who preached this sermon? To whom?

15-20 What does Jesus mean by ‘“‘false
prophets ?” What do they seem like?
What are they really like? How do we
judge a tree ? What is done with trees that

do not bear fruit ?

21-23 By what title should we call Jesus ?
Who does e say shall enter into the kingdom
of heaven ? Of what day does Jesus speak ?
Whom will He then send away ?

24-27 How many houses spoken of here ? p
Upon what was the one built ? The other ?
What happened to them both ? Did the
first stand ? Why ?  Did the gecond stand ?
Why not ?

28, 20 How did the people feel who heard
Jesus 2 On what account ?

Seniors and the Home Department -
Repeat the Beatitudes. What does Jesus
teach about oaths ? About the treatment of
our enemies ?

15-20 How may the true religious teacher
e known ? How did Paul show his unsel-
fishness ? (Acts 20 : 33, 34.) Where does
he condemn self-seeking ?  (Phil. 2: 21.)
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21-23 Show that Ciod searches the heart.
Jer. 17 : 10.) What is the doom of hypo-
crites 7 (Matt. 24 : 51.)

2420 Upon what foundation should we
build our lives 2 What is required of us as
builders 2 How will our building be tested ?
(1 Cor. 3: 12, 13.) What marks of Jesus’
teaching are noted ? How did it affect His
hearers ?

The Catechism
By Bey. J..M.Duncan, R.D.

Ques. 11. The works of providence. “The
word ‘providence’ means literally ‘foresight’,
and so a ‘timely care or preparation’.” The
providence of God signifies His care and
superintendence over His creatures, and His
provision for them. Creation is but one
“work,” though there are in it various stages.
But in providence there are many “works,”
since God cares and provides for His creatures
in many ways. The providence of God in-
cludes two things : (1) “Preserving. .all His
creatures.” Every created being is every
moment dependent on God : no creature can
sustain itself (see Acts 17 : 28; Col. 1:17; Heb.
1:3). (2) “Governing all His creatures and
all their actions.” (See Matt. 10 : 29, 30.)
(iod controls even the free acts of men
(Prov. 21 : 1), though not in such a way asto
deprive men of their freedom, and their sinful
acts, though God is not the Author of sin,
James 1: 13.

The Question on Missions
By Rey. 8 J. Taylor. M.A,, Montreal

Secretury, Board of French Evangelization

Ques. 12. The task of giving the gospel
to the French-Canadian Roman Catholics in
their own tongue was begun more than 60
years ago. Our church was early and largely
interested in it. In 1862 the Church of St.
John was founded in Montreal, and is still the
leading French Canadian congregation in the
Province of Quebec. As far back as 1870, Rev.
Professor Coussirat, a distinguished scholar
and theologian from France, was appointed
to train French-speaking students in the
Presbyterian College, Montreal, which he
still continues to do. At the union of the
Preshyterian Churches in 1875, the Board of
French Fvangelization was formed, and the
work systematized. From that date, until
his death in 1901, Rev. Principal MacViear
was Chairman of the BoArd. The present
Chairman is Rev. Dr. A. J. Mowatt, Montreal .
The famous Father Chiniquy, who had him-
self been a Roman Catholic priest, was one
of the earliest workers, and his toils and per-
secutions bore rich fruit. The aim of French
Evangelization is not to make Protestants
out of Roman Catholics, but to present Jesus
Christ as the one Saviour and Mediator.
The Church of Rome teaches that only
through priests and bishops and pope can
men receive pardon from God.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
By Mgs. Jessie Munro Johnston, North Bay, Ont.
Subject for the Quarter—Jesus’ work among men.
Lesson Subject—Jesus testing His followers, separating the false from the true.

. Introductic ~—Show some

Hesr

AND

Do

branches of different kinds of
trees. See the little brown buds,
the winter houses where the
tiny green leaves lie curled up
snug all winter ! They are just
beginning to burst open. in the
warm spring sunshine.

A Tree Known by its Fruit—
We cannot always tell the kind
of tree from the branch, nor even
from the leaves and blossoms;
but when the fruit comes, there
is no doubt. The round, rosy
apples, the pink peaches, the
yellow pears, the purple plums,
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the blue grapes, all tell on what kind of tree
they grow. 1fweare out “berry-picking,” we
do not look for berries on thistles or on bur-
dock bushes. We know just where to seek
the delicious red strawberries, hidden among
the grass and clover, ete., ete.

Good and Bad Trees Have you noticed
what kind of fruit you find on a withered, or
rotten, or worm-eaten bush or tree ? Our
Lesson tells us that people —men and women
and boys and girls—are like trees, in some
ways. We can tell what kind of boy or girl
you are by the things you do.

Body—the TREE.
‘Th(mgh(n and Words—

the BLossoMS.

Acts—the FRUITS.
We see a boy or girl, with a pretty face and
sweet voice, well dressed, perhaps, and we are
apt to say, «What a nice child!” Ah,
watch more closely ! See this same boy or
girl amongst playmates, or in the home circle!
See the selfish act ! Qee the angry blow !
“Ye shall know them by their fruits.” There
must be something Wrong with the heart
(the root). Little sins (insects) are spoiling
the character. Our Lesson further tells us
that every tree that does not bring forth
good fruit is cut down by the owner and
burned. That means that we are of no use

We may call your

The Two Foundations

to God if we are not bearing good fruit.
God says, “A new heart also will T give you.”
Ah ! that will make it all right ! Then the
“fruit” will be good.

Golden Text—Jesus tells us who will bear
good fruit and will enter the kingdom of
heaven, V. 21. “He that doeth the will of
My Father which is in heaven.” Print,
“Bg YE DOERS OF THE Wonrbp,” etc.

HEAR

Do
Will the boys and girls ever be selfish or
quarrelsome if they hear and do God’s Word.
It says, ‘“‘Love one another.” By so doing
we shall bear fruit—love, unselfishness, etc.

The Two Foundations—1f the teacher pre-
fers to use the second parable, it may be in-
troduced by a talk on buildings, foundations,
ete. Outline two houses, one on the sand,
nearly falling to pieces, the other on a rock,
firm and strong. If we hear and do God’s
Word, we are like the wise man who built
on a rock. We are sure of a home forever
with Jesus in that bright and happy land
where He now is.

Something to Draw at Home—Draw a tree.
On the branches, print, Fruirs We May
Bear, 1 WE Do WHAT Gop Teis Us To Do.

Something to Remember—1 should do, as
well as hear.

OREDIENCE.

SUPERINTENDENT'S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

By Rey. I

ca .D.

TWO Hbsts

In the Lesson Jesus draws a word picture, first of Two TREES (Print).
rapid questioning the nature of each tree, how this was shown, and the fate of the tree that

failed to bear good fruit. The second picture in words is of two Houses (Print).
bringing out clearly the kind of foundation on which each was built.

about these houses,

Now ask whom the «corrupt tree’” was meant to represent.
We may know false teachers by the kind of lives their teaching

«false prophets’ (teachers).
produces.

follow Him. Next, turn to the two houses.

Ask what kind of life Jesus' own teaching produces.
Bring out byquestion'mg that the “wise” builder

Bring out by
Question
The scholars will tell you it was

Good. Then we should

stands for those who both hear and obey the words of Jesus; the foolish builder, for those
who hear and do not obey. Picture the fall of the house built on the sand. Impress the im-

portance of doing what Jesus bids us.




Jesus and the Sabbath
AND THE SABBATH

Lesson IT. JESUS

Matthew 12 : 1-14. Commit to memory Vs. ¥, 8
I

uke 6 : 1-11.
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April 8, 1906
Read Mark 2 : 23 to 3 : 6;

GOLDEN TEXT—Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.—Exodus 20 : 8,

| At that ! time Je’sus went on the sabbath da;
through the ? corn; and his disciples were an hungred,
and began to pluck ? the ears of corn, and to eat.

2 But when the Phar’isees saw it, they said unto
him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is not law-
ful to do upon the sabbath ¢ day.

3 But he said unto them, Have ye not read what
Da’vid did, when he was an hungred, and they that
were with him; L,

4 How he entered into the house of God, and did
eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to
eat, neither for them which were with him, but only
for the priests ?

5 Or lm\'e ye not read in the law, how that on the
«abbath ¢ days the prie: n the temple profane the
sabbath, and are ¢ blameless ? ) '

6 But I say unto you, ’ That in this place is one
greater than the temple. B

7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, I % will
have merey, and not sacrifice, ye would not have
condemned the guiltless.

8 For the Son of man is * Lord even of the sabbath

ay.
0. And when he was departed thence, he went
into their synagogue :

10 And, behold, 1l there was & man_ which had
his_hand withered. And they asked him, saying,
Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath ° days ? that they
might accuse him.

11 And he said unto them, What man shall there
be ' among you, that shall have one sheep, and if 13 it
fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold
on it, and lift it out ?

12 How much then is a man 1 better than a sheep ?
Wherefore it is lawful to do 1® well on the sabbath

s (ls%'s.

13 Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine
hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored
whole, 16 like as the other.

14 17 Then the Phar’isces went out, and ™ held
a council against him, how they might destroy him,

Revised Version—'season; 2gornfields; *Omit the; *Omit day; 5 day; ®guiltless; 7 that one greater than
the temple is here; ®desire mercy; 9lord of; 1 And he departed thence, and went; 11a man having a withered
hand; ¥ of; ¥this; ¥of more value; 15 good; ®Omit like; ¥ But the; 18 took counsel.

LESSON PLAN
1. An objection, 1, 2.
1I. The Answer, J-k.
111, The Illustration, 0-14.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)
M.—Jesus and the Sabbath, Matt. 12 : 1-1¢ T—
of the Lord,” Isaiah 58 : 10-14. W.—God's
zekiel 20 : 20. Th.—~To do good, Mark
F.—A question unanswered, Luke 13 : 10-17.

bath healing, John 5 : 1-11." 8.—Our Lord's

ustom, Luke 4 :

6-22.
Shorter Catechism—Ques. 12. W hat special act

of providence did God exercise towards man in the
estate wherein*he was created ?  A. When God had
created man, he entered into a covenant of life with
him, upon condition of perfect obedience; forbiddin,

him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good nnﬁ
evil, upon pain of death.

The Question on Missions—13. Where is French
Evangelization carried on ? Mainly in the Province
of Quebec, where there are 1,300,000 French Cana-
dians, being about eleven-twelfths of its population ;
and also in several counties of Ontario and the
Maritime Provinces.

on Book of Praise, 151 (Supple-
mental Lesson) ; 388; 381; 58 (Ps. Sel.); 381
(from PRIMARY QuARTERLY) ; 544,

EXPOSITION

Time and Place—Early summer, A.D.28;
Capernaum and the grain fields near-by.

Connecting Links—Jesus (Mark 2: 1-12,
Lesson VIIL, First Quarter) has proved His
claim to forgive sins. Now He is to show
His authority over the Sabbath. Nothing
could arouse the antagonism of the Pharisees
more than that a teacher should sweep away
their traditional interpretation of the Sab-
bath, which had almost obliterated the true
purpose of the day. The Sabbath walk
mentioned in the Lesson was shortly after
the call of Levi (Matthew) to follow Jesus
(Matt. 9 : 9; Mark 2: 14; Luke 5 : 27, 28),
which followed upon the healing of the para-
lytic, Mark 2 : 1-12, above.

1. An Objection, 1, 2.

Vs. 1,2. At thattime. See above, Time and
Place, and Connecting Links. Through the
cornfields (Rev. Ver.); probably on their way
to the synagogue. We should say ‘“grain-
fields,” corn, when our English Bible was

translated, as in Britain still, being a general
name for all kinds of grain. Wheat or barley
is meant here. An hungred. “The rabbin-
ical law allowed no eating on the Sabbath
prior to the morning prayers of the syna-
gogue, except in case of sickness.” Pluck
the ears; “pull the heads of grain.”  The
Law of Moses permitted any one to satisfy
his hunger by plucking the ears of standing
grain, Deut. 23 : 25. That which is not law-
Jul. Luke (ch. 6 : 1) adds, “rubbing them
in their hands.” The Pharisees looked upon
this as equivalent to reaping and threshing,
and therefore forbidden on the Sabbath by
Ex. 16 : 22-26. The disciples were men of a
more liberal spirit.

II. The Answer, 3-8.

Vs. 3, 4. What David did. See 1 Sam. 21 :
1-6. This was a good example to quote in
defence of the disciples : a man after God’s
own heart, and a great authority among the
Pharisees. They were by and by to hear
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Jesus claim to be the Son of David, and also
David's Lord, ch. 22 11-45.  House of God;
the tabernacle, then at Nob. The shewbre ad;
the twelve loaves of wheaten hread, which
stood in two rows on i golden table in the
holy place, and were renewed every Sabbath,
those of the previous week being given to the
priests (see Ex. 25 : 30; Lev. 24 : 5-9). Jesus
teaches, that a law of ritusl observunce,
sacred though it be, must yield to the higher
demands of our nature. Men may lawfully
eat the consecrated shewbread to save them-
selves from stary ing. Now, the Pharisees had
made the Sabbath law a mere piece of ritual.
It must, therefore, Jesus taught, yield to
human neecessities.
Vs, 5-7. Priests

projane the sabbath; that
i, in the Pharisaic sense, by doing work.
The temple service required this. o, the
Sabbath regulations, binding as these were,
must give way to a higher law, that of wor-
ship (see Num. 28: 9, 19; 1 Chron. 9 : 32;
John 7 : 22, 23). Jesus argues that, if the
Sabbath law, us the Pharisees held it, yields
to the necessities of the temple worship,
much more must it not interfere with the
work of one greater than the temple, namely,
Himself. Note the stupendous claim of Jesus.
(Compare John 2 19-21.) Mercy. .not sact i-
fice. See Hosea 6 : 6; Matt. 2 Mercy
is the supreme quality of Cod’s nature. He
loves the worship that consists in the sac-
rifice of love, not in mere formal obedience,
Rom. 12 : 1.

V. 8. Son of man (compare Dan. 7:13,14);
the Lord of the kingdom of men, and therefore
unique in His authority over humanity.
Lord of the sabbath (Rev. Ver.). As King of
the kingdom of men, He shows men how to
use the Sabbath, which was meant, not for
Lsrael only, but for all mankind. Mark 2 :27
hrings out the purpose of the Sabbath more
clearly. Though Jesus was not yet acknow-
ledged as the Messinh, He was claiming far
more than the Pharisees ever expected any
Messiah to claim.

III. The Illustration, 9-14.

vs. 9, 1. Luke (ch.
6 : 6) says, ‘“on another Sabbath.”  Into

Departed thence.

their synagoygue; probably the one in which
the same Pharisees would have influence.

Mark (ch. 3:2) and Luke (ch. 6:7) tell us
that they were watching Jesus closely.
Man. hand (Luke, “right hand”) withered.
It may be that the Pharisees had arranged
to have this man present. They were there
to see what Jesus would do. Lawjul to heal ?
According to the Pharisaic doctrine, relief
was to be given on the Qabbath day only when
life was in danger. Had Jesus acted thus,
He would have disappointed the man, and
given countenance to the Pharisaic view of
the Sabbath.

Vs. 11, 12. What man..among you, ete.?
It would have been a rigid Pharisee indeed
who would have let the sheep stay there;
the merey of the ordinary man would impel
him to relieve the animal at once. How
much more, then, should help be given to a
man in need ! Better; of more value. (Com-
: 26; 10 : 31) Lawjul to do well.
Whatever will heal the body, relieve distress,
bring in a larger, fuller, truer life— including,
of course, life in its higher forms,—is lawful
on the Sabbath. The Sabbath is thus a
great life-saving institution.

Vs, 13, 14. Stretch forth thine hand. 1In
faith the man attempted to obey, and in the
very act of obeying, power was given him.
Whole; healthy, sound. Pharisees. held a
council; seeking, in the madness of their rage,
to destroy Him. Mark (ch. 3 : 6) says, that
they made common cause with the Herodians,
the court party, from whom on other oecea-
sions they held aloof. A common hatred
united these foes.

Light from the East

Conx—]Is a general name for grain of any
kind, including, in the Bible, wheat, barley,
vetches, fitches, millet, beans and lentils.
There is little doubt that wheat is the grain
intended here. 1t has always formed one
of the staple products of Palestine, and lux-
uriant crops of it are still grown on the plains
of Sharon and Esdraélon. The seasons vary
greatly in Palestine, according to the locality.
The farmers are sowing all winter in the Jor-
dan valley, and on the uplands they begin
to sow about the end of January, or be-
ginning of February. 1 passed through the
fields of Esdraélon on the first week of March,
and the wheat was then two or three inches

pare chs. 6
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high. Harvest begins in the valley of the
Jordan about the last of April, and ends on
the uplands, and subalpine Lebanon, in July
and August.

TewmpLe —No religion except Judaism had
only one central sanctuary where alone its
highest rites could be porfornnul. The temple

was the only place where its priesthood could
offer sacrifices and make expiation. And
few can understand the fearful awe with
which a Jew regarded that mysterious and
awful shrine. To hear a humble man say he
was greater than the temple must have seem-
ed insanely blasphemous.

APPLICATION

To pluck the ears, v. 1. A simple life is
not a dreary life. decause these disciples
lived in a plain and bare fashion, we must
not imagine that their lives
were dull.  Why, they were in
company with a Wonder-work-
er. They were seeing marvels every day.
Anyhow, the zest and relish of life is not to
he greatly found in food and drink. A glut-
ton does not reach any height of exhilaration.
A drunkard does, but soon falls from it with
acrash. In fact, the first effect of excitement
is to destroy one's appetite. In adventure
or sport or war one does not expect or ask
the finest board. Even an ahsorbing story
can keep one from his meals. These disciples
were like Mary, who had chosen the good part,
and were not troubled about much serving.

Not lawful, v. 2. The whole law often
corrects its part. There are perhaps ex-
ceptions to be noted to the statement of
law which first catches your eye.
You see a notice on the outside
of a factory, the upper line of
which reads, “No Admission.”” Now if that
were all, there would be no factory, for even
the proprietor and the workmen would be
excluded. But the lower line proceeds,
“Except on Business,” and the whole law is
rovealed. So the Sabbath law reads, “Thou
shalt not do any work,” but it adds, “execept
of necessity or mercy.” There is the whole
law, sensible, heneficent and beautiful.

What David did, v. 3. Here is the power
of a great example. The Romans used to
keep statues of their ancestors in their houses,
to remind them of the great and
good traditions of their family
history. Fach of us has in the
willery of memory some lofty figures which
stir him  to imitation. And sometimes,

The Simple
Life

The Factory
Sign

Our Heroes

perhaps, there are images of people very
different from David. Perhaps our heroes

were great only in boasting, or sports, or
dress, or pride, or folly. It is important that
our heroes should be heroic. Let us emulate
people who are of kingly character.

Mercy, and not sacrifice, V. 7. The vital
rather than the formal ! To do a good deed
is better than to repeat mechanical prayers.
No doubt the priest and the
Levite who passed by the
wounded man (Luke 10 : 25-37),
were very particular and punctual in at-
tending public worship. They should have
stayed away from church that day to tend
his wounds. If churchgoing did not teach
them to rescue a fellow-being, who lay half-
dead by the roadside, they might as well
never have gone to church. The value of
the formal is, that it produces the vital.

Mercy, and not sacrifice, v. 7. What would
you think of an army that was so busy drill-
ing, that it could not find time to fight ?
If all the marching and par-
ading, the target practice and
the bayonet exercise,only served
to prevent the soldiers from repulsing their
country’s foe, then you would say that that
army ought to be dishanded. So, all our “sac-
rifice,”” patient and self-denying attention to
religious duties, misses its aim, unless it makes
us love our fellowmen to better purpose.

Lawjul to do good (Rev. Ver.), v. 12. He
does not say that it is lawful to do whatever
you like. Jesus was no anti-Sabbatarian,

or enthusinst for the “Conti-
Sunday Work nental Sunday,” throwing down

the walls which fence the sacred
day of rest from the other gix. This is the
test of any proposed occupation : Is it neces-
sary, or is it intended to do good ? If it is
only to give pleasure, or to make money, our
Lord has declared against it. He would have
the horses fed, but not worked. He would
have our Sunday made bright and glad, but

The Formal
and the Vital

The Purpose
of Drill




e

RS B s

3 T

L

o L

170 Jesus and the Sabbath

not at the price of forcing others to have no
Sunday at all.

Stretched it forth, v. 13. To obey Christ

is to succeed. This man might have ans-

wered, “I cannot st retch forth

When We Try my hand, it is withered. 1If

1 could stretch it forth, 1

would not be here, asking to have it henl-

od.” But as he set his will to obey, the power
ran along his muscles and he was able to
stretch it forth. Even 80, when Christ com
mands us to forsake sin, or to perform some
seemingly impossible task, let us never say,
“We cannot.” We ghall find that, when
we try, we can. He never asks us to do
anything that He will not enable us to do.

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Teachers of the Older Scholars

The Sabbath is desecrated to-day in ways
directly opposite to those followed in Christ’s
day. Then, the Pharisees hedged themselves
about with silly rules : now the tendency is
to have no rules at all. The Pharisees abused
the day, and made t00 much of it. We are
tempted to misuse it, and make too little
of it. Examine :

1. An alleged breach of the Sabbath law, vs.
1, 2. Describe the Pharisaic scruples about
doing the least Sabbath work, even lifting
a pebble, or horse-hair, or scrap of paper.
The disciples’ act of plucking grain as they
walked was thus const rued as doing farmer’s
work. Plucking the grain corresponded to
reaping, rubbing it in their hands to thresh-
ing, blowing away the chaff to winnowing.

9. Christ's vindication of His disciples,
vs. 3-7. Sabbath observance is a good law
for strengthening and prolonging life. With
unbroken work, man breaks. But life itself
is higher than that which preserves it, Matt.
6: 25. David in the pangs of hunger did
not hesitate to use the shewbread. 1t would
have been irreverent to starve. Life is more
sacred than shewbread. But the Pharisees
so misunderstood the purpose of the Sabbath
day, that they were willing to let men perish
rather than put forth any effort to save them.
Necessary work—like that performed by
the priests in the temple service (V. b)—
is permissible on the Sabbath, ‘

3. Christ's example as to the right use of the
Sabbath, vs. 8-13. Christ claimed to be
greater than the temple (v. 6), just as the
substance is greater than the shadow. Prin-
ciples are better than rules. A fundamental
principle demands the recognition of Christ

us Lord of the Sabbath, v. 8. He not only
has the right to put the day to whatever
use best promotes His will, but He has the
right to control us and our wills on this holy
day. Our present observance, commemor-
ating Christ’s resurrection, should be a per-
petual reminder of this claim upon us.
Make it Son’s Day. No one goes astray who
acts on this day as Christ would have him act.
Another fundamental principle is the recog-
nition of works of necessity and mercy.
To relieve distress is right. Christ healed
the man with the withered hand (V. 13),
notwithstanding the narrow-minded Pharisee
who had anticipated His intention, v. 10.
He instanced the common case of an animal
in distress—a sheep fallen into a pit (v. 11)
—and questioned them as to their readiness
to wait till the next day before effecting its
rescue. From this emerges the further
principle, that man, for whom the day was
made, must be greater than the day itself.
Whatever ministers to man’s real needs is
permissible on the sacred day, V. 12. And
his deepest needs are those of his gpiritual
nature. Make it, in this connection, very
clear that to misuse the day is to abuse it.

For Teachers of the Boys and Gitls

A good beginning is to ask the meaning
of the word «Sabbath” (rest), and when the
first Sabbath was, and who instituted it,
and why we should observe it—have the class
recite the Fourth Commandment together
(If thought well, show how the seventh day
Sabbath, which celebrated the completion
of God’s creation of the world, was merged
into the first day Sabbath, which celebrates
Christ’s resurrection—the completion of re-
demption; also, that the apostles and early
Christians kept this first day of the week us
their Sabbath.)




Jesus and the Sabbath 171

Now, out into the fields, to see Jesus and
His disciples on their way “to chureh,” v. 1-
the public highways were narrow and un-
fenced paths through the grain fields. The
disciples pluck some ears of grain,and, as Luke
adds (ch. 6:1), rub them in their hands.
Anything wrong in this, on a week day?
(See Deut. 23 : 25.) On what score then was
fault found ? And who were the fault-
finders ? V. 2.

«For Teachers of the Older Scholars” gives

‘some curious examples of What the strict

Pharisees considered Sabbath breaking. Can-
on Tristram tells of three beautiful girls
having been burned to death in Jerusalem,
just the other year, in a Sabbath fire, be-
cause it was considered wrong to make any
exertion even to save the inmates of burning
houses on that day.

What was Jesus’ answer to the complaint
of the Pharizees ? 1t was fourfold. First,—
have the scholars pick out the four points,—
(1) What David, that great man of God, did;
(2) What the priests do, who are servants
of the Lord; (3) The authority Jesus Himself
claims—namely, to make new laws (vs. 6, 8);
(4) The common sense of the thing, v. 7.

No. 1 may be explained by referring to the
incident in 1 Sam. 21; No. 2 by referring to
the Sabbath work of Num. 28 : 9, 10; No. 3
by showing that Jesus, being Lord of all
things, is Lord of even the Sabbath : this
does not mean that He will command or allow
any wrong use of it; and No. 4 by explaining
what the Jews' own Secriptures said, as in
Hos. 6 : 6.

What had the. Pharisees to say in reply ”
They were silenced. Were they convinced ?
It is not easy to bend trees grown old and hard.

Follow Jesus now, to the synagogue. (See
Luke 6:6.) Desecribe the plight of the man
with the withered hand—an object of pity.
How do the Pharisees look on him? Simply
as a convenient trap to catch Jesus in, v. 10.
How does Jesus deal with them ? In two
ways : (1) By a piece of easy reasoning,
vs. 11, 12—any child will understand this;
(2) By showing them one good use for the
Sabbath, v. 13. Only black bigotry could
object to this (see V. 14). Sabbath work,
like that of the disciples in plucking and
rubbing the ears of wheat, should be work
of necessity; like that of their Master in heal-
ing, work of mercy.

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-

ance under various headings.
Lesson Points

What Christ countenances no man has the
right to condemn. v. 1.

The world judges the Master by the actions
of His disciples. v. 2.

God cares for the bodies as well as for the
souls of men. vs. 3, 4.

Work that aids worship is itself worship.
v. 5.

Greater than the temple was Christ, be-
cause He was the God in whose honor it was
reared ; greater than the sacrifices, because
they were but finger-posts pointing to Him.
v. 6.

To show the spirit of mercy is the truest
worship of a merciful God. v. 7.

No one knows so well as the God-man,
both what heaven requires and what hu-
manity needs. v. 8.

We shall find Jesus now, as in the days of
His flesh, in the church on the Sabbath. v. 9.

Man stands at the head of creation because
he bears the image of the Creator. v. 12.

Everything we ought to do, by God’s help
we can do. v. 13.

Prove from Scripture
That the Sabbath is God’s gift to men.

Lesson Questions
[From the Home Stupy QUARTERLY]

Juniors—Where were Jesus and His dis-
ciples walking ? At what time of the year ?

1, 2 What does “corn” mean ? What
kind of grain is spoken of here ? Who found
fault with the disciples ? Wherefore ?

3-8 Of what king did Jesus speak ? Whit-
her did this king go? What did he do ?
Who worked in the temple on the Sabbath ?
Was this right ? For what reason ? I it
right to work for Jesus on the Sabbath ?

9, 10 Where was Jesus on the second Sab-
bath ? What question did the Pharisees ask?

11-14 How did Jesus answer them ? What
did He tell the man to do ? How was he able
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What did the

to do it 2 What happened 7

new

4 shortly before ?

Which disciple was calle

1, 2 Why did the Pharisees find fault with

{ the disciples 2 What sort of things were the

Pharisees very particular about 7 What
did they neglect ? (Read Mark 7 : 1-11.)

3-8 How did Jesus defend the conduct of

the disciples ? Describe  true religion.

(James 1 : 27.) What did Isaiah say about

(Tsa. 58 : 6, 7.)

Ques.

Ques. 12. The covenant of life. Three facts
are stated in the Question : (1) God entered
into an agreement (“covenant”), that is,
He made a promiso, to give life to man.
(2) The condition of this promise Was man’s
The test of obedience was the
command not “to eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.” There was
nothing wrong in itself in eating the fruit of
this tree; it was Wrong for Adam to do s0,
because God had forbidden it. Through
his eating from this tree, though, of course,

FOR TEACHERS OF

Subject—Jesus keeping the Sabbath.
«g ™ and print the

as

the respect

obedience.

prophecy of

Lesson
Introduction _Outline a big

it had no power in itse

is implied in separ

The Question

13. The Roman Catholic Church
claims Quebec as
and believes herse
mission to build up a
nation in North
every Protestant French

: true fasting ?
H 0-14 Why did the Pharisees object to
} i | healing on the Sabbath 2 Explain the pur- “!“’""' ic” and
i) % pose of their question. What was Jesus’ history shows that t
e feeling towards them ? (Mark 3 : 5.) De- St. lawrence were
seribe the miracle. What did it prove ? and the
to-day have a love
| The Catechism and the land of thei

of their Romanist fellow-countrymen.
realize their responsi
ment and freedom
seattered individuals
and the neighboring P!
and confidence of their Roman
Catholic neighbors. The
mendous efforts to
and to suppress t
of the people

this is only an evi
further victories for the truth.

If, man would gain 2
kind of knowledge, the knowledge of sin

Pharisees do ?

Wt Seniors and the Home Department- and its consequences. 3) The penalty

i Give the Time and Place of the Lesson. (“pain”) of disobedience Wwas death. This
means, not only physical death, but all that

ation from God.
on Missions

hers by right of occupation,
If to have a provideminl
French Roman Catholic
America. She proclaims
Canadian to be a
a national renegade. But
1e first colonists on the

French Protestants;

Protestant French Canadians of

for their mother tongue
r fathers as strong as that
They
bility to bring enlighten-
to their countrymen, and,
and groups in Quebec
rovinces, are winning

clergy make tre-
counteract their influence
he growing dissatisfaction
with present conditions, but
dence of progress, and a

THE LITTLE ONES

Golden Text within it, “REMEMBER
THE SABRATH

Day To KEEP
i Hovy.” Outline the tables
of stone, and recall the giving
of the Ten Commandments to

Moses.
God's Day— Question the
children regarding t he day.

This is what a little five-year-
old girl thought about God's
day. She was asked, “What is
the Sabbath day 2 “Sunday—
God'sday.” “What should wedo
on that day 7’ “Go to church
and Sunday School, and read
Bible stories, and not play
games.” «Should we do any-
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thing else on Sunday?” “Oh, yes. Keep your
mindgood.” “What about work”" “Oh,some
work you cannot help doing; but work you
can help doing, do in the week days.” “What
about visiting on Sunday 2"’ ““Oh, if peopl¢
are not sick, go to call on the week days, hut
if they are sick, it is all right to go on Sunday
to see them and help them and take them nice
things to eat.” “Suppose we saw on Sunday
a horse running away and the people thrown
out of the carringe on the street, what should
we do ?”"  “Why, of course, go and out help
them,” was the reply.

Lesson—Our Lesson tells us what Jesus
thinks about the Sabbath day. Outline
the shore of the Lake of Galilee. Locate
Capernaum. One beautiful Sabbath day,
we see Jesus and His disciples walking along
a pathway amongst the fields here. As they
walked along beside the ripening grain, the
disciples, feeling hungry, gathered some of
the grain and began to eat it. See ! Behind
them come some Pharisees (explain). (A
little boy said a Pharisee was a person who
did a good thing and felt very proud about it.)

The Pharisees wanted to find fault with
Jesus and His friends. They thought them-
selves very good because they “kept the Law,”
and went to church, and did no work on the
Sabbath day. Jesus told them He wants
His friends to keep their minds and hearts
good and kind and pure. He told them
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that the Sabbath day is His own day;
the “Lord’s day,” we say. He had a right
to do what He thought good on that day.
(iod gave the Law before He gave Jesus.
When Jesus came, He taught a new law that
AW
of If we

included all the old ones - Tue l-

OVE.
obey this law, we shall obey all God’s laws.
Son
., |PreorLE
Love Gop's | Hovss
lDAY
The Days of the Week
repeat the lines,

Print the days, and
“MoNDAY Remember that God is your
Friend.

Turspay—  With care your hours spend.

WEDNESDAY—Remember that God is love.

TuurspAY— Your love for God now prove.

Fripay Remember the narrow way.

SATURDAY Time is passing away.
SUNDAY Remember from labor to rest,
'Tis God’s holy day, the sweet-
est and best.”
Something to Draw at Home—Draw a big
“4,” and print within it the Golden Text.
Something to Remember—The Sabbath is
for doing good.

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

SON'S DAY

Ask for the names given to the first day of the week. Mr, MacVicar (see For Teachers
of the Older Scholars) suggests another title which might be given to it, namely, Sox’s DAy
(Print). Which verse in the Lesson warrants this title ? Get the scholars to repeat verse 8.
This day, then, is one which belongs specially to Jesus Christ. We must find out from Him
how to use it aright. This He teaches in the Lesson, (1) by what He permitted His disciples
to do, and (2) by what He did Himself. Question on each of these points, bringing out the
lesson, that deeds of necessity and mercy are lawful on the Sabbath. Ask if the example of
Jesus gives us any excuse for not attending church (see v. 9). No better summary of the
Lesson teaching about the use of the Sabbath can be found than Ques. 60, Shorter Catechism.
Have the scholars repeat it, and ask all who have not learned it, to do so when they go home.
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Jesus' Power over

Lesson 111 ]ESUS’ POWER
Luke 7 : 1-17. Commit to memory
GOLDEN TEXT—Jesus said unto her, I am

1 1 Now when he had ended all his sayings in the
? nlaldienne of the people, he entered into Caper’naum,
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‘And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear

unto him, was sick, and 3 ready to die.

3 And when he heard tof Je’sus, he sent unto him

s the elders of the Jews, ©beseeching him that he
would come and 7 heal his servant.

4 And when they came to Je’sus, they besought
him ®instantly, saying, *That he was worthy for
whom he should do this

5 For he loveth our nation, and 1 he hath built us
a synagogue.

6 Then Je’sus went with them. And when he
was now not far from the house, the centurion sent
friends to him, sayving unto him, Lord, trouble not
thyself : for 1 am not worthy that thou shouldest
1t enter under my roof :

7 Wherefore neither thought 1 myself worthy to
come unto thee : but V¥ say in a word, and my servant
shall be healed.

8 For I also am a man set under authority, having
under 3 me soldiers, and I say ' unto one, Go,and he
goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and
to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

9 When Je'sus heard these things, he marvelled

Re Version— After; *ears:
s earnestly;
15 myself; M to this one;
19t0; % Omit many of; Na
ers; ®gave; 7 fear took hold;  report;

LESSON PLAN

1. The Centurion’s Servant, 1-10.
11, The Widow's Son, 11-17.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of . B. R. Association)

M. —Jesus' power over disease and death. Luke
7: 1-10. T.—Jesus' power over disease and death,
Luke 7 : 11:17. W.—A servant healed, Matt. 8 : 5-
13. Th.—The ruler's daughter. Matt, 9: 18-26.
F.—The Crucifixion, ark 15: 22-38. 8.—The
touch of power, Mark 1: 30-45. B.—Christ risen,

15 Omit him about;
reat multitude;

OVER DISEASE
vs. 14, 15.

3at the point of death: 4 goncerning;
9 He is worthy that thou shouldest do this for him; 1 himself built us our; ! come;
16 multitude; i
2 drew near;
® goncerning him in the whole of
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AND DEATH April 15, 1806
Read Matthew 8: 1, 5-13.
the resurrection, and the life.—John 11 : 25.

at him, and turned '* him about, and said unto the

1 people that followed him, I say unto you, I have

not found so great faith, no, not in Ts’rael.

10 And they that were sent, returning to the house,
found the servant whole 17 that had been sick.
11 And it came to pass 18 the day after, that he
went 1¥into a eity called Na‘in; and ® many of his
disciples went with him, and # much people.

12 Now when he # came nigh to the gate of the
city, behold, there was 7 o dead man carried out, the
only son of his mother, and she was & widow : and
much xoonle of the city was with ber.

13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion
on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

14 And he came Wand touched the bier: and
2 they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young

man, I say unto thee, Arise.
15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to
speak. And he # delivered him to his mother.

16 And 7 there came a fear on all :
ified God, snyian That a “r:u prophet is risen up
among us; and, That God hath visited his people.

17 And this ® ramour, of him went forth ® through-
out all Judm'a, and ¥ throughout all the region
round about.

' Omit that had been sick:
carried out one that was dead; #
Judwea; ® Omit throughout.

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 13. Did our first
parents_continue in the estate wherein they were
A. Our first parents, being left to the
freedom of their own will, fell from the estate wherein
they were created, by sinning against God.

The Question on Missions —14. Why should
we give the gospel to the French Canadians ? Be-
vause they do not know it. and because it will free
them from error and superstition, and make them
truer Christians and better citizens.

Lesson Hymns—B ok of Praise, 151 (Supple-
mental Lesson) ; 152 1683 76 (Ps. Sel.) ; 59 (from

Luke 24 : 1-12. PRIMARY Qulm'n;m.v) s ¥
EXPOSITION
Time and Place — Qummer, A.D. 28; ruler of Galilee (ch. 3 : 1), who modeled his

Capernaum, and Nain, a small town about
five miles southeast from Nazareth.

Connecting Links—The incidents of the
Lesson follow the Sermon on the Mount. The
story of the raising of the widow’s son at
Nain is told only in Luke.

1. The Centurion’s Servant, 1-10.

Vs. 1, 2. Ended
mon on the Mount,

all his sayings; of the Ser-
Matt., chs. 5,6, 7; Luke,
ch. 6. In the audience; Rev. Ver., “in the
ears” (hearing). Capernaum; Jesus' own
city (Matt. 4: 13; 9: 1), and the scene of
many of His miracles, Matt. 11: 23. Cen-
turion’s servant (slave). A centurion was
a captain in the Roman army (literally, the
commander of a “century,”’ or a hundred
men.) This centurion was probably a Greek
or Syrian in the service of Herod Antipas,

military arrangements after his Roman
masters. Dear unto (highly esteemed by)
him. A nohle type of man thus to care for
his slave. Among the Jews, mourning for
a slave was forbidden. At the point of death
(Rev. Ver.); a case to test the skill of the great
Physician.

Vs. 3, 4. Heard of Jesus; possibly from
what He had done previously for the noble-
man’s son in Capernaum, John 4 : 46-54.
He sent unto him. Being a Gentile, he was
afraid that this Teacher, who had confined all
His work thus far to the Jews, would pay less
heed to him. Elders of the Jews; chief rulers
of the synagogue and the leading men of the
place. Come and heal. 1In John 4: 50 Jesus
and the child was
instantly; Rev. Ver.,
Even though not &

merely spoke the word
healed. Besought him
“garnestly.”

Worthy-
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Jew, his goodness entitles him to some of the
Jewish privileges.

Vs. 5, 6. Loveth our nation. Gentiles, as
a rule, despised or hated the Jews. ' Love
always breaks down barriers. Built us a
synagogue. See Mark 1: 21, Lesson VII,,
First Quarter, and Matt. 12 : 9, Lesson II.
of the present Quarter. The centurion must
have been wealthy, but was very modest,
quite unlike the arrogant courtiers of Herod.
Jesus went; always ready to help and heal.
Not far from the house. The crowd that ac-
companied Jesus would soon make it known
that He was near. Sent friends to him; a
second deputation. A man of this character
would have a multitude of friends. On the
success of his first deputation, the centurion’s
humility and faith triumph over his anxiety.
Lord; a title of respect common in Luke (see
chs. 5: 12; 10: 17; 18 : 41). Trouble not
thyself. He had a profound reverence for
Jesus, and, like every right-minded person,
did not like to cause unnecessary trouble.
Not worthy, ete. He knew that, if Jesus was a
strict Jew, He would think Himself defiled
by even entering the home of a Gentile.

Vs. 7, 8. Say in a word. There is no need
to defile yourself by a touch. Servant shall
be healed. Wonderful faith in the power of
Jesus. Set under authority (having superior
officers over him) . . under me soldiers. Orders
come to him from a distance, and he gives
orders to others without leaving his official
quarters ; so, also, he thinks of Jesus as
supreme over the troops of evil spirits, who
were supposed to be the cause of disease.
If He would only utter a word, the evil spirit
would hear and obey. A pagan conception,
truly; but it was a sublime tribute to the
power of Jesus.

Vs. 9, 10. Marvelled at..so great Jaith.
On other occasions Jesus was rejoiced at
faith in most unlikely quarters (see Matt.
15: 28). Not in Israel. So far, Jesus had
not found amongst the Jews the response to
His teaching that He might have expected
(see Mark 6 : 6). This case is a prophecy
that the gospel would be welcomed more
readily by those outside Israel, than by the
Jews, its natural heirs. The centurion,
kind to servant and neighbors, reverent and
open hearted, is the very type of those who
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receive the word “into an honest and good
heart, and bring forth fruit,” Luke 8 : 15.
II. The Widow’s Son, 11-17.

Vs. 11, 12. The day after (Rev. Ver., “soon
afterwards”). Jesus seems to have had no
fixed headquarters at this time. City called
Nain. See Time and Place, and Light
from the East. Disciples went with him.
Jesus was a traveling Teacher, and His chief
work was to instruct His disciples. A great
multitude (Rev. Ver.); as usual. He drew
near (Rev. Ver.). The Prince of life, at the
head of a happy and eager company, meets
another sad procession led by Death with his
victim. Only son..widow. The mother was
left alone, and robbed of her only stay and
support.

Vs. 13-17. The Lord..had compassion;
the root of all the works of Jesus. His un-
bounded sympathy was the glory which
shone forth from the miracles, John 2 : 11.
V. 14 is a vivid scene, evidently from an eye-
witness, whose report is set down by Luke.
Touched the bier; the open coffin, in which
the body was laid. Arise. Probably Jesus
uttered the Aramaic monosyllable, “Ktim.”
But what might be in this brief command !
Sat up..began to speak; a proof, specially
interesting to Luke the physician, of com-
plete restoration. His mother; whose sorrow
was thus turned into great joy. Fear. The
onlookers were awed in the presence of the
Lord of life, yet not terrified by a power
controlled by such a loving heart. Glorified
God; gave humble thanks to Him. A great
prophet; like Elijah, 1 Kgs. 17 : 17-24. They
did not yet know that Jesus was more than
this, even the promised Messiah. V. 17 tells
how the fame of Jesus spread. Judea here
seems to mean Palestine.

Light from the East

NaiN--Is no doubt the modern Nein, a
collection of poor clay hovels inhabited by
fanatical Moslems, on the northwestern corner
of Little Hermon, between Endor and Shu-
nem, at the east end of the plain of Esdraélon.
Many hedps of stone and rubbish around it
indicate that it was once a place of some im-
portance. There are no traces of city walls :
perhaps all that is meant by “gate” is the
entrance among the houses by the ordinary
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it path. There is & little mosque in the centre Koran over it, and it is then wrapped in
" | i | of the village called, “The Place of Our Lord o white or green sheet and carried to the
‘ | Jesus Christ,” and on the other side of the grave. Six poor blind men walk ahead,
‘ i steep path leading up to it are many rock two by two. chanting the creed, then the

‘ tombs. body borne by four friends who are frequent ly

| il Carniep Our—There, burial still follows relieved, then follow the female relatives,
death in a few hours. The body is washed  with disheveled hair. In the mosque,

L |18 and mourned over by the family and others, prayers aré said over the body, and it is then

bl the schoolmaster reads some sections of the buried with the face towards Mecca.
g |
Xl APPLICATION )]
a i 1 Servant . .dear, V. 2. Kvery one with more good a man does, the more good he sees

(&1 whom we have anything to do should be which he has not done. This is why flagrant
3: “ i dear unto us. This servant was & slave, a  sinners, men of sordid or callous or violent

All Friends = and customs of that age re- have no notion of holiness, and so cannot sec
garded as outside the pale of that they lack it. On the other hand, the
human sympathy. Yet this Roman gentle- gentle and pure and holy, who are too good
man loved him. To the follower of Christ, for this world, earnestly pray for forgiveness
everybody is one for whom Christ died. of their sins. It is always the most pious
The teacher, the playmate, the next-door who see the greatest reason for penitence.
neighbor, the postman, the pedlar, the Say the word (Rev. Ver.), V. 7. The test of
newsboy, take on a new interest and compel faith is to find it as practical as sight. When

]
|
| S
1 \ mere chattel, whom the laws natures, see no need of confessing sin. They
1
{
|

a new kindness, when we remember that. we obey the laws of the spiritual world with
Worthy, v. 4. Authority should heget sym- as great a confidence of results,
pathy. He ruled over these Jews, and in- Th}:&: of 44 we obey the laws of the ma-
stead of using his soldiers to fleece or to flout terial world, we have made

them, he had won their affec- good progress in faith. This centurion had
A:l,::;m tion. Too often authority goes said the word, and been obeyed. He be-

the other road, gets pmu(l, and lieves that Jesus can do the same in the realm
delights in showing its power to awe or daze of miraculous healing. An inventor once
people, rather than using it to serve them. brought a corslet of woven steel to an officer,
If men had omnipotent power, Shakespeare  claiming that it would stop any bullet.

says, «put it on ! said the officer. “Sentry,”
“ERvery petty, pelting officer said the officer, “Ready ! Present 1”—but
Would use God’s heaven for thunder, the inventor had fled. His faith could not

Nothing but thunder.” stand the cxperimentul test. When we con-

What a pleasant place the world would be- sider God's providence as real as the grocer’s
come, if every clerk in an office or store were shop, and His protection as secure as a Yale
obliging, if every errand hoy and messenger lock, we do well. Wereully believe the divine
were polite, if every elder brother and sister promises when we venture our all upon them.

N

|; 1 felt that their extra yewrs licensed them to Set wnder authority, V. 8. Authority will
’l‘-' ' 1E | be patient and gentle ! beget humility or pride, just as you choose to
% ‘ ‘-l | Not worthy, v. 6. The man who is most take it. It is under or over, commanding or
] - 18 | worthy is most apt to think himsell least commanded, receiving orders or
| 1 ‘ ! worthy. And he is not the prey of delusion U"g’y‘:r“‘" giving them, a matter of re-
|- The fact is, the more anybody sponsibility, or & matter of

‘ The Holiest  pows of anything, the more he vain glory. Wellington had something else

i ThE B knows that he does not know. todo the night before Waterloo than swagger
| The larger the boundary of his knowledge, in his brilliant uniform. And on the night
{he more yet to be learned is discernible. after the battle was won, instead of being
And it is just the same Wwith morals. The intoxicated with success, he rode among the
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heaps of the slain and wept. President
Lincoln was once treated with disdain by «
general of the army. He said, “I will hold
General M 's horse, if he will only win
some battles.” How noble and humble was
the wise President, compared with the silly
officer, whom he was soon forced to dismiss
for incompetence !

Only son of his mother..a widow, v. 12,
This is the sort of person Jesus meets in the
way. Because she was twice forlorn, bereft
of both husband and child,
He brings His help. This is
because He is a Deliverer.
Who ever heard of the wrecking gang being
ordered out on the railway when there had
no accident 7 When was a lifeboat
launched to carry a lunch to a merry party
pienicking on a glassy sea ? Who lights a
lamp in the daytime, or keeps the furnace in
his cellar burning in summer ? He came to
save the lost, to give rest to the weary, to
heal the blind, to bind up the broken hearts,
to bring sinners to repentance. As surely as
the magnetic needle turns to the pole, did
His heart and hand turn to the relief of
human distress.

Weep not, v. 13. When Garibaldi was
fighting for the freedom of Italy, the patriots

A Friend in
Need

been

177

of every village he passed through hailed him
with cheers. At that time the
victory had not been won, nor
the blessings of independence
and peace attained. On the contrary, the
land was in the agony and desolation of war,
its industries paralyzed, and human blood
flowing like water. Yet they cheered him,—
and not for what he had done, but for what
he was doing.  Just so, there is always reason
for joy when Christ is present. He is the
champion of happiness, who is victoriously
destroying the forces of pain and sin. He
will yet wipe every tear away, and abolish
even death.

Avrise, v. 14, A child can awaken a sleeping
person. A doctor can set a sick man on his
feet. DBut who can call back the dead to life
again 7 Jesus did; and did
even a more wonderful feat.
He rose Himself from the dead.
Said a visitor to a little girl who was dying,
“Are you trusting in the death of Christ ?”
“Yes,” she whispered, “but it is His resurrec-
tion I am thinking most about.” Is it not
a marvelous juxtaposition,

“That Calvary day and Easter day,

Earth’s saddest day and gladdest day,
Are just one day apart” ?

The Hope of
Victory

Earth's Saddest
and Gladdest

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Teachers of the Older Scholars

Call for the title of the Lesson. Jesus’
power ! The very thing we all need. At
every turn Jesus showed power. He had
supreme control of the forces of nature
(Mark 4 : 39), and of human nature, Mark
5: 15. No Lrighter, more inspiring view
of Christ can ever be entertained, than that
He is “the Power of God,” 1 Cor. 1 : 24,

L. Jesus' Power over Disease, vs. 1-10.
The anonymous sick servant (v. 2), is really
subordinate in the narrative. Christ’s power
over disease is exhibited more especially in
relation to the solicitude of the centurion.
Study his character in three aspects :

(1) The public estimate of him, vs. 3-5.
It speaks well for a man, when he has per-
formed services which the public are bound

to recognize, v. 4. Iixplain that the cen-
turion had possibly become a “proselyte
of the gate” (that is, had accepted the
Jewish religion as a whole, without sub-
mitting to cireumeision), and was ready to
show his faith in the Jewish religion by
deeds, v. 5. Dwell on the thought, that great
soldiers do not need to be irreligious. Men-
tion Hedley Vickers, Sir Henry Havelock
and Lord Roberts, along with the centurion
at the cross (Mark 15 : 39), and Cornelius,
Acts 10: 1, 2,

2) His own estimate of himself, vs. 6-8.
Dwell on his modest reluctance to become
either a host (v. 6), or a visitor (v. 7), to
Jesus, along with his absolute confidence in
Christ’s readiness and power to render the
service he seeks. He recognizes that, though
in a position of command in relation to his
own forees, he is in a subordinate position
in relation to Christ. He is accustomed to
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give orders and obtain prompt obedience
(v. 8), yet knows that, while he can exercise
such power over men, he cannot exercise it
over disease. He sees in Jesus his Superior.
He wishes Him simply to assert His author-
ity, v. 7. In his own estimate of himself, he
is both unworthy and powerless. He ap-
peals to Christ's free grace and power. That
is just what we must do.

(3) Christ's estimale of him, Vs. 9, 10.
That Jesus should be ready both to commend
him (v. 9), and grant his request (V. 10), is
not surprising. His real worthiness is de-
nonstrated by his solicitude over the servant
whom he counts 89 “dear,” v. 2. But what
especially touched Christ was his unreserved
faith in Christ’s power over disease, 80 vividly
expressed in the military figure. Christ
marveled that one reared in paganism should
exceed in faith the chosen race, V. 9. The
simple, unwavering faith of some recently
brought out of heathen darkness rebukes
the vacillation and lukewarmness of many
reared in Christian lands.

I1. Jesus' Power over Death, V8. 11-17.
The power to prevent death is wonderful,
but more wonderful still, the power that
restores the dead to life. Draw out the de-
tails of the narrative as simple facts—the
Oriental funeral procession at Nain (v. 12),
the pity excited for the widowed mother and
her desolation (v. 13), the startling inter-
ruption and word of power (v. 14), the glad
reunion of the separated mother and son
(v. 15), the awe created by the miracle, vs.
16, 17. Conclude witha parabolic application
of the miracle. Nothing so estranges mutual
spirits as moral and spiritual death. Christ,
in the repetition of His miracle of resurrec
tion power by setting sinners free from the
death of sin, restores & ess to parental
hearts to-day, Luke 15 : 32.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

Verse 1 invites to review—Which “say-
ings” ? The whole Sermon on the Mount.
Recall some of the sayings : what sweetness
and gentleness; but what wondrous power,
too (see Matt. 7 : 29, 23)—in this case, power
to ban. Inour Lesson of to-day Jesus shows
His power to bless. There is abundance of
movement in the Lesson, a8 we shall see.

A Busy Street. He had been on the quiet
mountain top (Matt. 5:1), and had taught
the people there. Now it is in thronging
Capernaum, with noise and bustle on every
hand. But Jesus can help in the city, a8
in the country : all places are alike to Him.
It only needs that there should be need.

Hurrying Messengers. Who ? * Elders
(chief men) of the Jews,” V. 3. From whom ¥
From “a certain centurion,” v. 2. The Ex-
position tells what a centurion is, and all
about this man. The scholars have it in
their Lesson Helps also. Question it from
them, and have them name other good cen-
turions mentioned in the New Testament.
(Matt. 27 : 54; Acts 10 : 1,2;27: 43.) On
what errand have the messengers come L
Only about & sick slave. Show how well it
speaks for the centurion, that he so loved
his bondman (V. 2), and that he himself was
so loved by the Jews, v. 4 (He seems to
have loved their God as well, v. 5). ‘Where-
fore the haste (“besought Him instantly,”
v. 4) 7 Because the beloved servant was 80
sick—‘‘at the point of death,” v. 2 (Rev.Ver.).

A Willing Helper, V- 6 (first clause). So
like Jesus : He came to earth, indeed, to seek
and to save. Have the scholars give other
like instances. Is He as ready now a8 when
He lived among men ?

Other Messengers. Why had not the cen-
{urion come himself at the first 2 Why does
he now send his friends, instead of coming out
in person (it was tnot far from the house,”
v. 6). Vs. 6,7 answer. What exhibition do
vs. 7, 8 give of the centurion’s faith ? What
does Jesus say concerning it ? V. 9. Why
was faith more astonishing in this man than
in a man of Israel ? 1t is a fact worth pon-
dering, that more people in heathen lands
accept Christ a8 their Saviour than in Chris-
tian lands, in proportion to the number of
Christian workers.

A Miracle of Healing, v. 10. No touch,
no word even : the message of power went
by some spiritual wireless telegraphy, from
the Son of God to the dying man. Though

unseen and unheard, the power of Jesus
comes from heaven into the hearts of all who
will receive Him.

A Sad Procession. It will not be difficult
to make the class see it all with their eyes
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~Jesus and His disciples and the attendant
erowd (v. 11) approaching the city gate;
the dead man in the simple wicker coffin
carried out for burial; the lone widow be-
wailing her only son; a multitude of friends
and neighbors sorrowing with her.

A Joyjul Surprise. 1t came through Jesus’
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compassion, v. 13. It dried the widow’s
tears. It gave life to her dead son. It
made a thrice happy home. Show what
wonders Jesus’' love and compassion work
still.

The Effect on the Orlookers, v. 16. It is
true, that, when we see Jesus, we see God.

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points

Those who know that they are sick require
no urging to seek the physician. vs. 1, 2.

The prayer of intercession is a link between
divine power and human need. vs. 3, 4.

It is a limping love that does not bring
practical help. v. 5,

A gentleman is known by his unwillingness
to give others unnecessary trouble. v. 6.

Every word of Jesus is a mighty instrument
for the saving of the world. v. 7.

When every Christian obeys without ques-
tion the commands of Christ, the world will
be conquered for Him. v. 8.

Faith is measured by the difficulties which
it overcomes. v. 9.

No pain or sorrow can come to us that the
Saviour will not share. v. 13.

The Restorer of the dead is the rightful
Ruler of the living. vs. 14, 15.

Greater than Christ’s miracles is the
miracle of Christ, “God manifest in the flesh.”
v. 19,

From the Library
Who comes to God an inch, through doubi-
ings dim,
In blazing light God will advance a mile to
him.—Rabia.

The ventures of faith are ever rewarded.
We cannot set our expectations too high.
What we dare scarcely hope now, we shall
some day remember.—Alexander Maclaren.

By declaring himself to be unworthy, he
(the centurion) showed himself worthy that
Christ should enter, not only into his house,
but into his heart.—Augustine.

Neither the arrival of Jesus at that place
and time, nor that of the funeral procession
at Nain, nor their meeting, was either de-
signed or miraculous. Both happened in the

natural course of natural events, but their
concurrence was designed and directly God-
caused. In this God-caused, designed con-
currence of events, in themselves ordinary
and natural, lies the mystery of special
providences, which, to whomsoever they
happen, he may and should regard them
as special answers to prayer.—Edersheim,

Observe the ease with which this miracle
(at Nain) was wrought. Elijah had to
agonize with God. But with Jesus Christ
there was a calm authority. A touch, a
word,—and the miracle was done. Elijah
begged as a trusty servant might. But
Jesus Christ commanded as a King.—George
H. Morrison.

Conversions are miracles which never cease.
These prodigies of power in the moral world
are quite as remarkable as prodigies in the
material world. We want conversions, so
practical, so real, so divine, that those who
doubt, will not be able to doubt, because they
see in them the hand of God.—Spurgeon.

Prove from Scripture
That faith brings blessing.

Lesson Questions
[From the Home STupy QUARTERLY]

Juniors—What two cities are mentioned
in the Lesson ? How far from Nazareth ?
From Capernaum ?

1-5 What was a centurion ? Who was
sick ? How sick was he ? Who were sent
to Jesus ? What did they ask ? How had
the centurion shown his love for the Jews ?

6-10 Why did the centurion stop Jesus
from coming to his house ? What did he ask
Him to do? What did this show about his
faith ? How did Jesus feel ? What did He
say ? What did He do for the sick servant ?

11-13 How far was Nain from Capernaum ?
What did Jesus see near the gate of the city ?
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What did He say to the mother ? What led
Him to so speak ”

14-17 What did He then do? Give His

words to the dead man. What happened ?
What proof that the young man was really
made alive? What did the people say ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Upon what event does the Lesson follow ?
Where is Capernaum ?  Nain ?

1-5 Who was the centurion mentioned
here? What other centurions are mentioned
in the New Testament ? (Mark 15 : 39, 44,
45; Acts 10: 1; 22 : 25, ete.; 23 : 23, ete.;
24 : 23; 27 : 6, etc.)

6-10 How did the centurion show the
strength of his faith ? What proof of hu-
mility did he give ? Mention another case
of healing by Jesus at a distance. (John 4 :
46-53.)

11-17 What does Jesus say of His power
over His own life? (John 10: 17, 18.)
Of His power to raise the dead ? (John
5: 28, 20.) Where are believers said to be
risen with Christ ? (Col. 3: 1.)

The Catechism

Ques. 13. Man’s fall. The word “fell”
is used in the Secriptures, not of Adam, but
of Judas, Acts 1: 25, Tt is, however, a con-
venient expression of Bible teaching, es-
pecially that in Gen., ch. 3. The fall was
possible because man Wwas free to choose.
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Had he chosen to obey he would have been
forever confirmed in holiness. No longer
would he have been liable to sin, and his
descendants would have come into the world
free from taint of evil. But if man was to
be capable of freely choosing the right, it
must also be possible for him to choose the
wrong. This he did, and brought upon all
the race the dreadful inheritance of evil.
By tracing the fall to man'’s freedom of choice,
the Question makes it clear that God is not
the author of evil. (Compare James 1:
13, 14)
The Question on Missions

Ques. 14. The Roman Catholic Church
teaches that salvation comes through the
sacraments, which are in the hands of the
priests, and that the pope is the “vicar of
Christ”, that is, that he wields Christ’s dele-
gited power on earth. This power is dis-
tributed through bishops and priests for the
government of the church. The people are
taught that, in the priest, dwells the power
and presence of Christ. The priests are thus
able to hold the people in bondage. This
papal doctrine of salvation is opposed to the
true evangelical doctrine, that it is not any
sacrament or priest that can save men, but
Christ alone. Where this is understood,
men are freed from priestly control, to follow
the directions of their own understanding
and conscience.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES
Lesson Subject—Jesus conquering sickness and death.
Introduction—Show some budding branches and some Easter flowers, Around uswe see

signs of returning life—the trees

that looked so brown and dead

JESUS

Gives NEw |\|FE

TO

are full of life, the closed buds
are opening, and the fresh, green
leaves unfolding to new life and
beauty. Or perhaps we have
been watching for the early
flowers in our gardens, or in the
woods. Buried in the ground
lies the root, with no sign of
life; but at the right time God
makes the little leaves sprout
up through the earth, and
sends His rain and sunshine
upon the plant, and soon
come the beautiful flowers we




Jesus’ Power over

all love. Or it may be we are watching the
cocoon (show one) hanging on the branch.
One morning we look, and lo ! it has burst
open, and the beautiful butterfly has come
out into the bright sunshine and sweet fresh
air of the summer day.

Our Life—God made us, as well as
plants and everything else. He can cause
the plants to wither and die and rest for a
time in the earth. Can Hg not cause our
bodies to get weak and die, and be laid away
in the ground with the flowers, and at the
right time give us new life and a new body.
“Oh,” you say, “would it not be nice if all
our friends who have died could have a new
body now, and come back to us?” God does
not let them come back to us, but we shall
go to them. We say good-bye to friends
who are going a long way off, but we meet
again. We will meet all our dear friends
who are with Jesus, if we love Jesus. He will
take us to be with Himself and them.

Golden Text—Repeat. When Jesus comes
into our hearts, He gives us a new life. Be-
cause He rose again, we know we shall live
again after death. God gave Jesus power
over death, power to make the dead live
again. God says, that as long as sin is in
the world there will be sickness and sorrow
and death, but God tells us of a time coming
when those who love Jesus will live in a new
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world, where Jesus will be King, and “there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain,”
Rev. 21 : 4.

Lesson—In our Lesson we hear a wonderful
story about Jesus using His power over sick-
ness and death.

The Centurion’s Servant—Tell all you know
about the centurion. A faithful servant
of his was sick and about to die. The cen-
turion sent for Jesus. Tell of his humility
and faith (vs.6-9),and of Jesus’ power shown,
v. 10.

The Son of the Widow of Nain—Again we
see Jesus going into a city called Nain, with
His dise'ples and others. This city has a
wall around it and gates. See! A pro-
cession is coming out of the gates. It is a
funeral. A widowed mother walks behind
the hier (explain). It is her only son Who
is dead. Tell the story.

Easter Wishes—

“May Easter Day to my heart say

‘Christ died and rose for me.’
May Easter night on my heart write,
‘0 Christ, I'll live for Thee!”

Something to Draw at Home—Draw an
Easter lily. Print beside it, Jesus Gives
Lire 10 Us. :

Something to Remember—Jesus is a mighty
Saviour.

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

A PRAYER O

The Lesson contains two distinet incidents, which happened at different places. Get the
scholars to give the location of each. Now, in each of these cases we find Jesus answering
A Praver (Print). The first is the prayer of the centurion. What was it for ? Through
whom did He send it ? How did Jesus answer it ? Get as many details as possible from the
scholars. What was it in the centurion that Jesus praised? We may call his, a prayer Ov
Faiti (Print). The other prayer is that of the widow at Nain. The scholars will describe
the circumstances in response to questioning. What did Jesus feel when He saw the poor
mother and the sad funeral procession ? “Compassion,” the story tells us. Ah'! the woman
never said a word; but her grief appealed to Him: Hers was a prayer of Sorrow (Print).
Emphasize Jesus’ willingness to answer prayer, spoken or unspoken.

FAITH
SORROW




182

Lesson 1V,

Jesus the Sinner’s Friend

JESUS THE SINNER’S FRIEND
Luke 7 : 36-50. Commit to memory v. 47.

April 22, 1906
Read Mark 2 : 1-17; Luke 7 : 18-35.

GOLDEN TEXT—Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.—Luke 7 : 50.

36 And one of the Phar’isees desired him that
he would eat with him. And he !went into the
Phar’isee’s house, and sat down to meat.

37 And, behold, a woman ? in the city, 3 which was
a sinner, 4when she knew that 5 Jesus sat at meat in
the Phar’isee’s house, ¢ brought an alabaster 7 box
of ointment.

38 And stood at his feet behind him weepir:f, and
began to ® wash his feet with ? tears, and did wipe
them with the 1 hairs of her head, and kissed his feet,
and anointed them with the ointment.

39 Now when the Phar’isee which had bidden him
saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if
he were a prophet, would have }iknown who and
what manner of woman this is that toucheth him :
1 for she is a sinner.

40 And Je’sus answering said unto him, Si‘mon, 1
have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith,
Master, say on.

41 W There was a certain creditor which had two
debtors : the one owed five hundred pence, and the
other ﬁ!t‘{.

42 And when they ¥ had nothing to pay, he ! frank-

Version —! entered;

liforpvo them both. 1 Tell me therefore, which of
them will love him most ?

and said, T suppose that he,
he said unto him,

43 Si‘mon answe
to whom he forgave most. And
Thou hast. rightly judged. g
44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto
Si‘mon, Seest thou this woman ? I entered into
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet :
but she hath 77 washed my feet with ? tears, and wiped
them with 15 the hairs of her head.

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but 6 this woman
-‘un:u the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my
eet.
46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint : but
® this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are
many, are forgiven; for she loved much : but to
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

49 And they that sat at meat with him began to
say within themselves, Who is this that ¥ forgiveth
sins ¥ also ?

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath
saved thee; go in peace.

2 which was; 3Omit which was; ‘and; he was sitting; ® she; 7 cruse

Revised d
S wet; 9 her; 1 hair; 1 perceived; 1 that; 13 a certain lender had; ' had not wherewith; ¥ Omit frankly; 1 which
of them therefore; 1" wetted; 1 her hair; ¥ even; ® Omit also.

LESSON PLAN
1. The Sinful Woman, 36-39.
II. The Two Debtors, 40-46.
1I1. The Forgiving Saviour, 47-50.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)
M.—Prejudice of the Jews, Luke 7 : 20-35. T—

found, Luke 15 : 1-10, 8.—The lost son, Luke 15 :
11-24, I.—ow ht, loviql‘l“o‘m. 13: l'-%.w s
al . o s sin
A. Sin is m{ want of ity unto, or
sion of, the law of God.
The Question on Missions—15. Does the
Church of Rome not give the Bible to the French
anadians ? She neither gives it to them, nor per-
mits them to accept it from others. The great
majority of them have never seen it.

Jesus the sinner's Friend, Luke 7: 36-50. W.— —Book of Praise, 151 ‘&Su?pl’-
Sinners called to repentance, Luke 5 : 27-32. Th.— mental Lesson); 162; 17 (Ps. Sel.); 542 (from
Seeking the lost, Luke 19: 1-10. F.—Lost and PRIMARY QUARTERLY) ; 180,
EXPOSITION
Time and Place — Summer, A.D. 28; sides of the table. A woman..a sinner.
some town of Galilee. Though an Eastern house is often open and
Connecting Links- M are sent ible ially when feasting is going

to Jesus by John the Baptist from his prison,
to enquire whether He is indeed the promised
Messiah, vs. 18-20, He makes answer by
hidding them behold the work of the Servant
of the Lord, vs. 21-23. He then pays a
noble tribute to John, and takes occasion to
rebuke the people; for they gave heed neither
to John nor to Himself, vs. 24-35.

I. The Sinful Woman, 36-39.

Vs. 36, 37. One of the Pharisees;-Simon by
name, v. 40. He may have felt a genuine
interest in the teaching of Jesus, or he may
have been moved simply by curiosity re-
garding the famous Teacher and Miracle-
worker. Desired him, etc.; “kept asking.”
He went. Whatever the Pharisee’s motive
was, Jesus was willing to go anywhere with
His message of good-will. Sat down; reclined
on one of the couches that ran round three

on, it would be extraordinary for a woman
of notorious character to come in among the
guests. Knew, ete. ' She trusted Jesus, and
would face a staring company to show her
faith in Him. Alabaster boz; a flask made of
alabaster (a fine kind of gypsum), possibly
carried by a cord round the neck. Ointment;
an expensive perfume (see John 12 : 5, where
three hundred pence is the equivalent in
purchasing value of about $300 with us: see
on v. 41.)

Vs. 38, 30. At his feet, behind. Guests re-
clined with their feet away from the table,
so that the servants could bathe them while
at the repast. The sandals were removed
on coming into the house. Weeping; in peni-
tence, or perhaps joyous excitement. Wash
. .with tears; a copious flow. Wipe. with..
hairs. Such action would be thought by the




staid Pharisee to be indecent. Kissed;
‘“kissed much,” showing her devotion. A-
nointed them. Nothing was too extravagant
for her love. A prophet would have knoun.
Simon had hitherto almost believed that
Jesus was a prophet, and at least wished.to
find out more about Him. Two ideas ran
through his mind : (1) A prophet could read
character, and would not be deceived by
such a woman; (2) A prophet would be holy,
and would hold no intercourse with sinners.
The Pharisee did not believe that a holy
person could love sinners,

II. The Two Debtors, 40-46,

Vs. 40-43. Answering; Simon’s unspoken
thought. A certain creditor; money-lender.
Two debtors. Our Lord’s frequent illustra-
tions from debtors and creditors reflect the
disturbed and unprosperous condition of the
country under Roman and Herodian oppres-
sion (see Matt. 18 : 21-35; Luke 12 : 58, 59).
Five hundred pence (American Rev. Ver.,
“shillings,” about 17¢.)..fifty; equal in pur-
chasing power to about $500 and $50 respec-
tively in our day, a “penny”” being a day’s
wages for a man, Matt. 20 : 2. Forgave them
both; literally, “made them a present” of what
they owed. The word is suggestive of divine
grace. Men cannot pay their debts. The
Father, out of His grace, forgives. I sup-
pose. The Pharisee could not but see which
debtor would love the generous creditor most.
It was the one who had been forgiven the
largest debt.

Vs. 44-46. This woman. .thou. A wonder-
ful contrast ! Simon, the self-righteous
Pharisee, ignorant of himself, and of the real
hideousness of his own sin, and so a stranger
to forgiveness; a pitiful, repentant, but de-
voted woman, lavishing her whole heart
on Jesus. Which of the two understood
Jesus aright ? Who was really the deeper
sinner ? Note the points of contrast between
the Pharisee and the penitent: (1) No water
Jor my feet; which would have been provided
if Simon had shown Jesus the ordinary cour-
tesy to arriving guests in the East. Washed
..with tears; the tokens of overflowing peni-
tence and love. (2) No kiss; the sign of
affectionate welcome, which seems to have
been a common token among friends. Kiss
my feet; with utter devotion, (3) Head with
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oil (the cheap olive oil commonly used). .nof
anpint; another mark of hospitality and re-
spect omitted by Simon. Woman. with
ointment; far more costly than oil,

III. The Forgiving Saviour, 47-50.

V. 47. Her sins. .many. The poor woman
had a black past, and Jesus does not palliate
it. Are forgiven; a divine prerogative, for
all sin is transgression of the law of God.
For she loved much. Her love was not the
cause of her forgiveness, as some say, for this
would be contrary to the meaning of the par-
able of the two debtors; but her love is the
evidence of intense gratitude for the for-
giveness she has received. Her reception by
Jesus had been an act of grace to her, blotting
out her past and making her a new creature.
This was her salvation. Her love was the
measure of the value she put upon it. (Com-
pare the life of Paul, and his love to Christ.)
To whom little is forgiven; that is, Simon,
who had no conception of his own sinfulness :
self-satisfied, therefore impervious to love.
Loveth little. He did not feel the need of
Jesus, He was curious about Him, not de-
voted to Him,

Vs. 48-50. Sins. .forgiven. Compare Mark
2:9. Even before this saying, the woman
had been assured of forgiveness by the fact
that Jesus had received her so graciously. Is
not forgiveness just the reception of the
sinner by the Father into His love ? Within
(Rev. Ver., Margin, “among”) themselves;
in low whispers one to another. The majesty
of Jesus forbade their openly disputing His
claim, Even forgiveth sins (Rev. Ver.).
Is there no limit to the claims of this Jesus ?
Who can He be ? Faith. Persistently she
endured the scorn of the company, in order
to be blessed by her Master. Faith and love
are near akin, Peace; the final and highest
blessing God can give His creatures. It is
reconciliation with Himself.

Light from the East
No Warter—The duty of hospitality in
the East is proverbially imperative and very
exacting. Of old, as soon as the guest enter-
ed, a servant was in readiness to wash his
feet, and if the host had no servant, he himself
or some member of his family, performed the
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duty. An honored guest wag  weleomed
hy a kiss, and the washing wax followed
by some kind of perfume on the hend
and over the garments,  But as there are
degrees of welcome among us, so there were
among them. The ruler had hulf repented
of inviting Jesus, beeause he knew he was
watched, and so he gave Him o chilling recep-
tion to make Him feel His sociul inferiority.
He had doubtless instructed his servants to
make the omission of the specinl weleome

Jesus the Sinner's Friend

look like an oversight, but Jesus saw through
it all, and felt it, as any Eastern guest would
feel it, and rightly interpreted it as an in-
tentional slight.

Wouax Brovenr—Feasts in a private
howse were often of a semi-public character,
and strangers eame into the court-yard and
even into the dining hall.  And it was quite
customary for the students of a great teacher
to crowd into the hanqueting room to hear
his table-talk.

APPLICATION

One of the Pharisces, v. 36. He wanted to
study Jesus. Wherever our Lord went, He
set all sorts of people asking, “Who i this : i

In any village He entered, there
Thevvl?r::m“‘ was a rush to the house where

He was stopping. When He
went to the temple, the seribes, those clever
lawyers, started an argument with Him.
Herod, the king, wanted to see Him work «
miracle. And when He enters into a life
to-day, He makes it a centre of interest.
The world is forever eying the church. Your
world, the little company of friends und ac-
quaintances amongst whom you live, takes
an immense amount of interest in your re-
ligion. What kind of a monument and ben-
con light ought you then to he for the guid-
ance of others?

He went, v. 36. Jesus axked no questions
as to the manner of His reception.  When a
door of opportunity opened, Ho entered.
He knew this invitation was
not out of respect, He might
have said, “I will not be a guest,
where I am not honored. I refuse to make
an exhibit of Myself, for this man to wonder
at and criticize.” But our Lord was not
self-important. His ministry, -that was the
important thing. For most of us the “1”
is very big, and our work very wmall,  Let
us reverse that.

Sinner, v. 87. There are two closses of
sinners, those who know it, and those who

The Big “I"

do not. You do not expect to find n man

among the patients at a doc-

Two Sorts of  ¢,g clinic, who, when asked,
Sinners

“What is the matter with you?”
shall reply, “Nothing at all,”  That man
may indeed have some secret and dendly

disease, hut if he thinks he is well, he does
not seek the doctor’s help. Now, it is the
contrite sinner, whose sin has alarmed him,
that finds Jesus. A magnet will draw steel
filings out of a heap of dirt, leaving all the
non-metallic stuff unattracted. The power
of Jesus called to the need of repentant sin-
ners, as the mother hen summons her hungry
chickens. And no needy one coming to
Him ever went away empty.

This woman, v. 44. She showed her love
in the natural way. She gave up her most

precious  possession for Jesus’ sake. If
Simon Peter had bought an
pl::h:::" alabaster eruse of spikenard,

he would only have made a
fool of himself. What he did for Jesus was
to forsake his fishing nets. That was the
natural renunciation for Peter. What any-
one is to do for Jesus, depends upon what he
has and is. We do not expect boys or girls
to act like grandfathers or grandmothers,
in religion or in anything else, but just like
themselves. Only love Jesus truly, and the
love will find a fit and beautiful way of show-
ing itself.

Forgiven, v. 48. In one of the state prisons
wouth of the boundary, was a man serving
a life sentence for murder. An old school

chum of his, after ten years of
u“"]:":k?:.:i" the sentence had elapsed, was

¥ elected Governor of the state.
One of his first acts was to write out and sign
a pardon for the prisoner and carry it to him.
He entered the cell, and without revealing
either his rank or his errand, chatted pleas-
antly for some time about the old days.
At last he said, “Bill, what would you do if
you got out of prison 27 A gleam of hate

"
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shot across the conviet's eye.  “I would do
for that sheriff that ran me down,” he grow-
led. The governor departed and, when back
in his office, tore up the pardon. It was im-

possible to pardon that prisoner. And it
was impossible for Simon to be forgiven,
for he was not repentant.  But the woman
was forgiven.

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Teachers of the Older Scholars

Jesus never held aloof from any class of
Jewish society, Mark 2: 16; Luke 14: 1.
High and low, rich and poor, He came to
seek and to save the lost. The most lost
people are sometimes those who are in the
best circumstances (Mark 10 : 23), and those
who pride themselves on their respectability,
Matt. 5:20. Here is a case in point.

1. A Halj-hearted Hospitality, v. 36. The
Pharisee, as it turned out, was bent more on
disgracing Christ than on honoring Him.
The discourtesy with which he is afterwards
charged would seem to have been deliberately
studied (compare Luke 20: 20). In con-
trast we have :

2. A Whole-hearted Intrusion, vs. 37-39.
Anyone from the street could come in un-
bidden to a feast, and without challenge
witness the festivities, as nowadays in the
Orient. A disreputable woman, well-known
as a sinner on the streets, comes in and
creates a sensation. With the exception of
Jesus, everyone is shocked—Simon most
shocked of all. The respectable Pharisee
voices his horror, v. 39. Jesus then puts to
him :

3. A Full-hearted Question, vs. 40-43.
The question springs from a brief parable,
intended to illustrate that the excess of love
exhibited is really due to excess of grace
received. Gratitude, such as the woman
shows, is no sordid affection (Eph. 5 : 20),
nor is love a refined form of selfishness,
1 John 3 : 16. The grumbling elder brother
(Luke 15: 29, 30), like Christ’s Pharisaic
host (v. 39), was blind to the intensity of
remorse which a penitent outcast suffers
(Luke 18 : 13), and still more blind to the
divine compassion of the Son of man. An or-
dinary shepherd may throw away a broken
reed and seek another. The Good Shepherd
picks the broken reed up, and mends it so
deftly as to draw forth strains of gratitude.

The housewife, disgusted with the offensive
odor of her smoking wick, may trample it
under foot. Jesus never did that. (See Matt,
12: 20.) Hence we come to :

4. A Deep-hearted Rebuke, vs. 44-146. Simon
intended to insult Jesus. That did not pass
unnoticed. One of the first acts of Oriental
courtesy had heen omitted (v. 44), also a
common Oriental greeting (v. 45), and the
recognition becoming an equal or superior,
v. 46, Christ once taught the Jews a lesson
on Christian neighborliness from the unlikely
case of a Samaritan. Now He teaches re-
spectable Simon a lesson on Christian cour-
tesy from the unlikely case of a reclaimed
outeast. lLack of love is due to lack of grace.
Illustrate by the changed attitude of the
Philippian jailer hefore and after his con-
version, Acts 16:24,33.  Encourage your class
to practice courtesy from the highest motives.

5. A Tender-hearted Imtimation, vs. 47-50.
Better the vindication of the tender-hearted
Christ (v. 47), than the contempt of the proud-
hearted Pharisee, v. 39. Better the certitude
of the divine forgiveness and the peace that
passeth understanding (vs. 48, 50), than the
resentful repudiation of the worldly, v. 49.

For Teachers of the Boys and Girls

The Lesson is about a proud man who
thought himself holy, and a humble woman
who knew herself sinful; and how Jesus dealt
with each. .

1. The Setting. At table, in a Pharisee’s
house, named Simon (v. 40). How Simon
happened to ask Jesus to supper; Why He
went ; How the guests are seated at an
Eastern table; Who else might be there be-
sides the invited guests: these are lines of
questioning. The information will be found
in the Exposition, and in For Teachers of
the Older Scholars. Get the whole scene
clearly before the minds of the class,

2. An Incident. Quite unlooked for. “A
woman in the city, a sinner” came in. Her
character in the city everyone knew; and,
consequently, everyone was amazed to see
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her enter this pious man's house. But more
amazing still, what she brought, and what
she did : work this out—the alabaster box
of sweet perfume, and what it cost; the wo-
man’s shamefaced standing at Jesus' feet
behind Him; her flood of tears; the washing,
and kissing, and anointing of His feet. The
youngest child sees instantly what it all
means—a sinner heart-broken on account of
sin, and pouring out love upon Him who for-
gives sin. A very touching sight ! and full
of instruction, as well.

3. What Simon thought of Jesus, v. 39.
Too courteous to say it aloud, but in his
heart discounting Jesus’ claim to be a pro-
phet (one speaking as sent from God).
Query : Did Jesus know ? If so, why did He
permit this vile woman to come near Him ?
Luke 15th gives the answer, vs. 1, 2 being the
key to the parables which follow. What
was Simon’s mistake ? What led him to
make it ?

4, What Jesus thought of Simon. Had
Simon spoken ? How, then, did Jesus know
of what he was thinking ? (See John 2 : 25.)

Jesus the Sinner’s Friend

What parable does He speak to him 7 vs.
41, 42, 43 (clear up such words as “creditor’’,
“debtor”, and the money values). With
what question did the parable conclude ?
What was Simon’s answer ? Was it right
orwrong ? The parable was to open Simon’s
eyes gently—Jesus never failed in courtesy.
He spoke the truth in love. Question out
vs. 44-46 in detail, and show how keenly
Simon’s self-righteousness and cold-hearted-
ness were driven home to him, and yet how
courteously; and how gentle and fair Jesus
was to this unfriended outecast.

5. What Jesus did for the woman. Gave
her something she had not before, or at least
had not known she had : what was it ? v. 48.
How do we get forgiveness? Ques. 87,
Shorter Catechism, gives the answer. 1John
1 : 9 gives it more briefly and simply. What
more does the woman receive ? v. 50—she
was told how she had been saved, by faith
(see Acts 16 : 30, 31) : it is a way open to the
weakest and vilest; and she was sent away
with Christ’s best blessing, “peace” (com-
pare John 14 : 27).

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

In this section will be found further assist-
ance under various headings.

Lesson Points

In society, as well as in solitude, we can
serve God. v. 36.

No mountain of sin is so high as to obstruct
the stream of divine forgiveness. v. 37.

Love makes light of cost and sacrifice.
v. 38.

The Saviour will suffer no one to separate
the sinner from Himself. v. 39.

In Christ are found the riches of heaven'’s
merey to wipe out the debt of a bankrupt
race. vs, 41, 42,

It is not enough to have right opinions
about Christ in the head; there must also
be the love of the heart and the surrender
of the will. v. 43.

The honor we give to the heavenly Guest
is never so great as the honor we receive by
having Him in our hearts and homes. vs.
44-46.

Forgiveness is free; all the more should
we praise the Giver in our hearts, and pro-

claim His grace with our lips. v. 47.
Peace that will satisfy and endure must
be rooted in pardon and purity. v. 50.

Prove from Scripture
That love grows out of forgiveness.

Lesson Questions
[From the Home STupy QuARTERLY)

Juniors—Who sent a message to Jesus?
What led him to do so ? To whom did Jesus
speak about John ?

36, 37 Who asked Jesus to a meal ? W hat
was his reason ? What was the usual posi-
tion taken at meals ? Who came into the
house ? What did she bring with her ?

38, 39 Where did the woman stand ?
What did she do ? What did Simon think ?

40-46 About whom did Jesus tell a story ?
How much did each debtor owe ? What
did their Lord do for each ? Which would
love Him most ? What had Simon not done
for Jesus ? What had the woman done ?

47-50 Was the woman in the Lesson a great
sinner ? What did Jesus do for her ? How
did she feel towards Him ?

»
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Seniors and the Home Department—
What question did John the Baptist ask of
Jesus ? Give our Lord’s reply. What did
He say to the people about John ?

36-39 Explain the woman’s presence in
Simon’s house. What was ‘“alabaster
Show that Jesus was without sin. (John
8 :46.) That He has sympathy for sinners.
(Heb. 4 : 15.)

40-46 Prove that Jesus knows our thoughts.
(John 2 :25.) To how much of our money is
“five hundred pence” equal ? "What woman
“‘sat at Jesus’ feet” ? (Luke 10 : 39.)

47-50 Why does God forgive sins ? (Eph.
1:7) What is required of us in order to
gain forgiveness ? (Eph. 2 : 8.) Show that
forgiveness brings peace. (Rom. 5:1.)

The Catechism

Ques. 14. The nature of sin. Sin is repre-
sented as a disregard or defiance of authority.
The authority is that of God’s law. This law
is written in men’s hearts (Rom. 2: 15);
revealed in nature (Rom. 1 : 19, 20); declared
by the prophets (Heb. 1 : 1); inseribed on the
tables of stone given to Moses; and finds its
fullest statement in the teaching of Christ
and His apostles. Sin is, first, “want of con-
formity unto. .the law of God.” This means,
(1) that there is sin, not only in outward
actions, but also in feelings and dispositions
which are not in agreement with God’s law;
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and (2) that omissions, failures, and defects
in duty are sinful, as well as positive trans-
gressions. Sin is, further, “transgression of
the law of God.” It is, 8o to speak, over-
passing a line which that law forbids us to

CTross.
The Question on Missions

Ques. 15. A few years ago a missionary
colported the country between St. Martin’s
Junction and Three Rivers. It was a par-
ticular instruction to him to note the number
of homes in which he might find the Bible.
His report showed that it was in less than
two per cent. of the houses visited by him.
In two counties on the same side of the river,
a young colporteur worked for three months
last summer, and sold a large number of
New Testaments. During this time he met
with but four Bibles and six New Testaments
in the hands of the people. Two experienced
missionaries made a tour of 120 miles together
last summer on the Lower St. Lawrence.
They called at almost every house, and placed
many copies of the Scriptures, and, with one
or two exceptions, were well received every-
where. They discovered only two or thiee
Bibles and Testaments in the houses visited.
It is safe to say that not five per cent. of
French Canadians possess copies of the
Word of God in the French language, and
almost all who have them, have received them
from Protestants.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—Jesus welcoming a sinner.

Introduction—One Kind of Dust—One day a mother asked her little daughter to go into

a room and dust the table and

)
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chairs. The child looked into
the room, and then called, “Oh,
mother, there is no dust here. 1
cannot see any dust.” “Pull up
the blind,” replied her mother,
“and let the light in.”” “Oh,
mother,” came the reply, “I see
the room full of dust. As soon
as the light shines in, the dust
all shows.”

Another Kind of Dust—That
is just the way with our sins.
You think you are very good
girls and boys, but when you
let Jesus into your little hearts,
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you see all the dust (all the naughty ways
that Jesus does not like).

The Snow Prayer—When Jesus comes into
your heart, you will pray the “snow prayer,”

_«Now wash me, and 1 shall be whiter thun
snow.” Then ask Jesus to stay with you
and keep your heart pure and clean from all
sin.

Faith—A gentleman was talking to a large
Sunday School full of children, telling them
about Jesus, and that God wants us to take
Jesus as a Gier, a Saviour. The gentlemen
held out a dollar bill, saying, “Any boy or
girl who will take this dollar bill, may have it
as a gift.” No one moved, till a little girl
toddled up to the platform and held out her
hand. She had faith that the money would
be hers, if she took it when offered. The
gentleman gave her the bill, saying, “It is
yours, my child.”

God offers Us —Jesus.

Let us—Take Hiw

God says—“‘HE 15 Yours, My Cuip.”
Outline a pair of hands. ““Faith is the hand
that reaches out to take the gift.” You say,
“Jesus is mine, although I cannot see Him,
nor touch Him just now; but some day Iwill.”

Lesson—Our story is about Jesus begin
kind to a poor sinful woman. Jesus had
shown her the sin-dust in her heart and life,

Jesus the Sinner’s Friend

and she now loved Jesus. One day Jesus was
at a feast in the home of one Simon, a Phar-
isee. While they were reclining at the table
(describe custom), see! a woman enters,
carrying an alabaster box of ointment (ex-
plain). Surely Jesus must know this woman
is a sinner. Does He welcome her? Of
course He does. He loves to have bad
people come to Him, so that He may forgive
them, and help them. Tell the story.

Giolden Text—Repeat.

Two Debtors—Jesus told the Pharisee a
story about two men who owed money to
another man. Here is the creditor (stroke).
Before him stand his debtors (strokes).
"This one owes a lot of money to the creditor,
$500. This one owes just $50. The creditor
says, “I will forgive you both. Neither of
you can pay me what you owe.” Which
do you think should love Him most ? This
poor sinful woman loved Jesus very much,
hecause He had forgiven her many sins, and
she did what she could to show her love.
Jesus welcomed her, and received her gift
gladly. How can we show our love to Jesus
who is so loving to us?

Something to Draw at Home—Draw a banner

Jesus WELCOMES SINNERS.

Something to Remember—Jesus welcomes
me.

SUPERINTENDENT’S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

THIE

AVIOUR
EPARATIST
INNER

Three figures stand out in this Lesson, as if drawn by the pencil of a skilful artist. Take,

Fol-

first, the woman who came into the room where Jesus was sitting at a Pharisee’s table.
lowing the Lesson (v. 37), we shall call her Tue Sivver (Print).  Her evil life was known
throughout the city. Question about her actions.  Who found fault with Jesus for allowing
the woman to touch Him ? Simon the Pharisee. Now Pharisee just means SEPARATIST
(Print). This one would have sent the woman away, and would have had Jesus send her
away, as unworthy to be in the presence of respectable people.  But Jesus felt very differently
He came into the world to be s Sa» 10UR (Print) of just such people as this woman. He would
not allow her to go away without pardon und peace. Make it plain that He is just as eager
to forgive us, when we come to Him. And when we have received forgiveness, we should,
like the woman, show our gratitude by loving and serving Him.




Lesson V.
Mark 4 : 1-20.

The Parable of the Sower
THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER

Commit to memory v. 20.
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April 29, 1906
Read Matthew 13 : 1-23; Luke 8 : 5-18.

GOLDEN TEXT—The seed is the word of God.—Luke 8 : 11,

1 And ! he began again to teach by the sea side :
and there ? was gathered unto him a °great multi-
tude, so that he entered into a 4 ship, and sat in the
sea; and 8 the whole multitude was by the sea on the

and.
2 And he taught them many things ® by parables,
and said unto them in his 7 doctrine,
earken; Behold, ® there went out a sower to

w:

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some ? fell by

the way side, and 1 the fowls of the air came and
devoured it up.

. 5 And ! some fell on ¥ stony ground, where it had
not much earth; and ¥ immediately it sprang up,
because it had no depth of earth :

6 But when the sun was ¥ up, it was scorched; and
because it had no root, it withered away.

7 And Y some fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit.

8 And %other fell % on good ground, and did yield
fruit ¥ that sprang up and increased; and brought
forth, 18 some thirty, and some sixty, and some an
hundred,

9 And he said ¥ unto them, He that hath ears to
hear, let him hear.

10 And when he was alone, they that were about
him with the twelve asked of him the ® parable,

11 And he said unto them, Unto you ? it is given
to know the mystery of the kingdom of God : but

Revised Version —!

hi

places;

" LESSON PLAN
1. The Parable, 1-9.
II. The Questions, 10-12,
III. The Explanation, 13-20.

DAILY READINGS
(By courtesy of I. B. R. Association)

M.Parable of the sower, Mark 4: 1-9. T.—
Parable of the sower, Mark 4 : 10-20. W.—Wayside
hearers, Heb. 4: 1-11, T Stony ground, Acts

14:8-19. F.—Among thorns, 1, Tim. 6 : 9-17. 8.—

Time and Place—A.D. 28; shore of the
Lake of Galilee, probably near Capernaum.
Connecting Links—This day’s teaching
. came probably at the close of a second (see
Mark 2 : 1-12, Lesson VIIL, First Quarter)
preaching tour in Galilee, which followed upon
last Lesson (see Luke 8:1-3). Jesus em-
ployed parables, in order to sift the earnest
hearers from the mere idlers or the super-
ficially curious. Parables were hard to
understand : the true disciple would ponder
well to discover their meaning.
I. The Parable, 1-9,

Vs. 1, 2. Began again; a new period of His
ministry. To teach by the sea (lake) side.
See Luke 5 : 1-11, Lesson V1., First Quarter.
A great multitude; ““out of every city,” says

sther; ¥ the roc|
fold, and sixtyfold, and a hundredfold; 1 who hat
Omit these; # haply; * turn again;
been sown in them; 3! in like manner are they that
lure for a while; then, when_tribulation; ¥ because of the word, straightway they
stumble; % these are they that have heard; % those; * that were sown upon the; * accept; ¥ bear.

unto them that are without, all  these things are
done in parables :

12 That seeing they may see, and not erceive;
and hearing they may lear, and not un erstand ;
lest ® at any time they should be converted, and
# their sins should be forgiven them.

13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this par-
able ? and how  ther. will ye know ‘all 7 parables ?

14*The sower soweth the word.

15 And these are they by the way side, where the
word is sown; % but when they have heard, ® Sa’tan
cometh immediately, and taketh away the word

that was sown in their hearts,

16 And these ¥ are they likewise which are sown
% on stony ground; who, when they have heard the
word, "muncdialeiy receive it with ® gladness;

17 And have no root in themselves, ¥ and so endure
but for a time : afterward, when affliction or perse-
cution miseth ® for the word’s sake, immediately
they are offended.

18 And 1 these are they which are sown among
% thorns; % such as hear the word,

19 And the cares of 7 this world, and the deceit~
fulness of riches, and the lusts of u'her things enter-
ing in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.

20 And ¥ these are they ® which are sown on good
ground; such as hear the word, and ® receive it, and
“bring forth fruit, ¥ some thirtyfold, some sixty,
and some an hundred.

*boat; ®all the multitude were; 8in

;. 7 teaching;
¢ ground; ¥ straightway; " risen, it; ¥ others;
;¥ par-
#it; * chall; ¥ the * and; ® straight-
% upon the rocky

Good ground, John 4: 31-42, 8.—Joy of harvest,
Psalm 126,

Shorter Catechism—Review Questions, 11-14.

The Question on Missions—16. Who are the
workers in French Evangelization ? Colporteurs,

issi ies anc y h These labor
under the direction of a Board appointed by the
General Assembly. The Secretary of the Board is
also Missionary Superintendent.

Lesson H; 151 (Supple-

n Hymns ook of Praise,
mental Lesson) ; 250 ; 255 ; 92 (Ps. Sel.) ; 563 (from
PrIMARY QUARTERLY) ; 313,

EXPOSITION

Luke (ch. 8 : 4), that is, the cities of Galilee
in which Jesus had been preaching. They
were attracted by His teaching and miracles.
Into a boat (Rev. Ver,); sitting in its high bow.
Multitude . .on the land, The shore formed a
natural church. All could hear, some on
jutting rocks, others in rows on the curved,
sloping beach. By parables. * Parable”
means literally “a thing placed beside an-
other.” Jesus placed spiritual truths beside
what He saw in nature and human life, and
showed His hearers in the things seen, pic-
tures of things unseen.

Vs. 3-9. Behold..a sower. It is quite
possible that Jesus pointed from His boat
to a man actually sowing wheat or barley
within sight. As he sowed; scattering the
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geed from a bag or basket slung under his
left arm. Some. by the way side; the hard
foot-path through the unfenced fields. Fowls
of the air, ete. Birds are unusually numerous
in Palestine, and especially near the Lake of
Galilee. Some. .on the rocky ground (Rev.
Ver.); soil which was not decp, the rock crop-
ping up to the surface. Immediately ..
sprang up. The rock just below the surface
formed a hotbed, holding the sun's heat,
and forcing the seed. Scorched. withered.
The roots could not penetrate into the rock,
and therefore they had no protection from
the sun's rays. Some..among thorns. The
common Eastern custom was to cut or burn
these down before sowing the grain, but
often the roots remained, and growing up
with the young grain, choked it. Other . .
on good gre und; the rich, deep loam of Pales-
tine. A yield of a hundredfold was not an
extraordinary return for the fertile plains
of Galilee and Esdraélon.

II. The Questions, 10-12.

Vs. 10-12. Asked of him the parable. He
was* not so clear and simple as usual,
they perceived. The twelve. Jesus Wwas sur-
rounded by circles of disciples, the three—
Peter, James and John;—“the twelve'—
afterwards called “the apostles”;—and “the
seventy,” Luke10:1, 17. Unto you is given
the mystery (Rev. Ver.); the deeper truths
revealed only to those whose love and faith
made them able to understand them. Of
the kingdom of God. These hidden things
concerned the growth of the kingdom.
Jesus wished His disciples not to form too
enthusiastic hopes for the speedy coming
of the kingdom. It was (God’s secret purpose
that it should spread slowly. Them that are
without; mere onlookers, the idly curious.
All things. .in parables (Rev. Ver.). He
will not speak plainly to them, as He does
to the disciples. That. .they may see, and
not perceive. See Isa. 6: 9. According to
the prophet, unbelief brings as its punishment
the loss of the power to believe. God's law
works here as elsewhere. Limbs not used
soon become atrophied or paralyzed. So
the multitudes and the Pharisees of Galilee
seem by their unbelief to be losing their
pewer to understand Jesus.

The Parable of the Sower

III The Explanation, 13-2v.

Vs. 13-15. Know ye not, ete.? Lven the
disciples had very little insight, prebably
also but little faith. Yet they are to be the
light of the world, Matt. 5: 14. The souer,
evidently Jesus, first of all; then the apost les
and all who make known the Word of Ged
The word; His gospel. Jesus has Leen sowing
ever since they met Him. They by the way
side. Some of His hearers had hearts like
the hard road. Satan; hovering ever near,
like & bird of ill-omen. The truth gets no
lodgment in the hearts of these “highway-
men.”

Vs. 16, 17. Receive it with gladness. A
second class of Jesus' hearers were Very
enthusiastic, but their “emotion” did not
last long. Endure but for a time. Their
short-lived attachment gives way before
affliction or persecution. . jor the word’s sake.
Jesus often warns His followers that He will
give them little but trial in this life, Luke
14 : 25-33. Only those who could endure,
would win eternal life.

Vs. 18, 19. Cares of this world. Jesus
warned His hearers in the Sermon on the
Mount (Matt. 6 : 24, 25), that they could not
serve God and mammon, also to shun anxioug
thought. This world will soon pass away,
and worry spent upon it is useless and
distracting. It chokes the good seed. De-
ceitfulness of riches; the riches upon which
we set so much store, are in reality dangerous,
for they have no abiding value and cheat us.
Lusts of other things; ambitions, passions,
of the body or heart. This whole third class
of hearers is what we call “worldly men.”
Jesus did not expect much from these, Matt
6: 19-34. J

V. 20. Good ground. This pictures the
fourth class of hearers. They have “amn
honest (noble) and good heart,”” Luke 8:15.
Fine character makes the good soil for the
seed. Acceptit (Rev. Ver.); Luke, “keep it."”
Bring forth fruit. Luke adds, “with patience,”
that is, amid many trials and temptations.
Thus attention, meditation and obedience
are the marks of the good ground hearers.

Light fro: the East

ParanLEs—Stories to illustrate spiritual
truth are common in all ancient literature.




The Parable of the Sower

Many Egyptian tales that have come down
to us, begin on the ordinary level of human
life, and then rise into a fanciful or meta-
phorical strain, which brings out, even more
directly, the truth intended to be conveyed.
Jewish writers say that the law was like a
great palace that had many doors, so that
people lost their way in it, till one of their
teachers who used parables came, and he
fastened a ball of thread to the chief entrance,
so that all could readily find their way in
and out.

HunpreproLn—We never get so large a
yield as this in any ordinary kind of grain.

191

We sow about two bushels to the acre, and
reap from fifteen to a hundred. But in the
East they have a peculiar way of calculating
They allow one-third of the seed for the birds
another third is supposed to be destroyed
by mice and insects, and only one-third
actually grows. Thus, if a farmer sowed
three bushels and reaped a hundred, he would
have a hundredfold. Then, different kinds
of grain yield different returns. A kind of
durrah or white maize sometimes yields fou
hundredfold according to the Eastern mode
of caleulation, that is, four hundred hushels
for every twelve sown.

APPLICATION

By parables, v. 2. There is a Hindu fashion
of making jewel caskets of a large number of
boxes of increasing size, which fit in suc-
cession one within another with
the utmost nicety. When a
Rajah sends such a present to
his bride, her curiosity is excited and stimu-
lated as she opens one after another of the
boxes, until at last she comes to the jewel
sparkling in its nest in the centre. There is
always attraction in mystery. We want
what is withheld more than what is proffered.
So Jesus would compel the people to listen,
and think, and wonder, and guess, and dis-
cuss, and fairly puzzle and bewilder them-
selves, into seeking the truth.

Hear, and not understand, v. 12. An old
Jewish proverb says that there are four kinds
of readers. First, the sponges, who absorb
all they read and return it
again a little dirtied; second,
the sand-glasses, who let the
words run through them without any effect
whatever; third, the strain-bags, who allow
a great part to run away and retain the dregs;
fourth, the diamonds, who, as these jewels
reject all but the pure white light of heaven
and flash it back in brilliance, select what is
valuable as they read, and use it for the en-
lightenment of the world. We may ask
ourselves, In which way do we read ?

Soweth the word, v. 14. In the laboratory
of a well equipped agricultural college you
will see at one table a student patiently
picking over by hand a little pile of
tiny grass seed, examining it grain by

The Casket and
the Jewel

How Do We
Read?

grain, to separate the weeds
and select the best seed; while,
at another table, the hardness of different
wheat grains is being tested by an ingenious
machine, and carefully registered. The aim
of all this labor is to provide farmers with the
very best seed to sow in their fields. During
centuries upon centuries the good seed of
God’s Word has been producing the most
blessed results in human hearts and homes
and institutions. It has been thoroughly
tested; we may depend upon it, so we only
hear and heed it, to bring forth in us fruit
that will abide and satisfy.

By the way side, v. 15. Hearts become hard
in the same way that footpaths do, by con-
stant trampling upon them. Vain and silly
thoughts trip swiftly and tire-
lessly back and forward. Every
indulgence of the flesh stamps
with feet of iron. Rejected reproofs, omitted
duties, broken promises, march ponderously
upon its sensitive surfaces. As a cattle path
across a meadow is lower and harder and
blacker than the greensward it divides, so
is the path of a bad habit upon a human
heart. No grass or grain can grow upon the
cattle path, nor can the good seed of the
kingdom sprout in the track of an evil habit.

Stony ground, v. 16. The ground freezes
five feet deep in a Manitoba winter. As soon
as the sun of April has loosened an inch or

two of the surface, the farmer
The Shallow 1\ 1ries to sow the wheat.
Then for a month or six weeks
later the sunshine is gradually melting the

Tested Seed

The Track of a
Bad Habit
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ice beneath the growing plant, and so drawing
up moisture to feed and strengthen it. Sup-
pose now that that ice were rock, which would
not melt nor emit moisture, but grew even
hotter and hotter until it shriveled and
baked the tender plants ! The surface soil
<tands for the emotions, beneath which are
character and will. If these latter respond,
they bless and fructify the plantling of re-
ligion. If they do not, and nothing of us but
our feelings has been engaged, that plantling
is soon scorched and parched out of existence.

Bring forth fruit, v. 20. Some thousands
of Canadian farmers receive every year,

for purposes of experiment, seed of ap-
R proved varieties of grain. This
seed they sow according to
Bearing Counts ;o ite directions, and report
the results. The reports are carefully filed
and examined. They show which variety of
seed has, on the average, produced the best
results. And that fixes the value of the seed.
It is only the fruit-bearing qualities that
count. There is a record of results in heaven.
It tells whether there is fruit in our lives
corresponding to all our privileges. Oh, the
joy that will be ours, if at the last the Lord
of the harvest is satisfied with our record.

TEACHING HINTS

This section embraces teaching material
for the various grades in the school.

For Teachers of the Older Scholars

Jesus, at a crisis in His ministry, changed
His method of teaching, Matt. 13 : 34. (See
Exposition.) This parable shows why cer-
tain effects follow the presentation of the
truth, v. 14. It might better be called the
Parable of the Four Kinds of Soil, since it is
not upon the sower that attention is con-
centrated, but upon the fate of the seed.
Christian truth is dependent in its effect, upon
the condition of the hearts and lives which
it touches. It may be well to develop the
parable and Christ’s interpretation simul-
taneously.

1. The Hard Soil (v. 4), signifying people
upon whom the truth has no effect at all,
v. 15. Picture an Oriental field, with no
fences, but with tracks crossing. Men easily
get hardened on the traffic side of life. In-
ward truth touches them only on the outside.
As well sow on a wooden table or a marble
slab. Desultory thinking has much to do
with the failure here. Flying thoughts
prevent the truth from getting below the
surface. They hear without hearing, v. 12.
In this state of mind there is no receptivity.
In good soil, this hardness is broken up
(Ezek. 11: 19), and the ground softened.
In true hearing, the many birds of the air
that distract our thoughts are dismissed,
and we heed the truth.

9. The Shallow Soil (vs. 5, 6), signifying
people upon whom the truth has a sudden
effect that proves transitory, Vs. 8 17

Deseribe the rock bed, with its slight layer
of soil, and the rapid growth of the seed,
rapidly languishing. Emotional excitability
is easily stirred, and soon exhausts itself.
Iinpulsive hearers cannot stand the glaring
heat of everyday obligation. Their life is
blighted by trying experiences, because they
have no root in themselves. But the shal-
lowest soil may, by divine grace, be deepened,
Acts 16 : 16-18.

3. The Dirty Soil (v. 7), signifying people
upon whom the truth has a more lasting
effect that does not last, vs. 18,19. Farmers
call soil with seeds “dirty.” When it is
weeded, they call it “clean.” Thorns in
Palestine, growing with the wheat, turn white
and at a distance are mistaken for wheat.
The thorny ground hearer is the double-
minded man of whom James speaks, James
1:8. The commonest weeds are (a) Worldli-
ness, the “cares of this world,” 2 Tim. 4 : 10;
(b) Wealth, “the deceitfulness of riches,”
Mark 10 : 25; (¢) Pleasure, “the pleasures of
this life,” Luke 8 : 14; 1 Tim. 5 : 6; (d) Dris-
traction, “the lusts of other things,” James
4:3. But the “dirtiest” soil may by divine
grace be cleaned, John 15: 3.

4. The Good Soil (v. 8), signifying people
upon whom the truth has an enduring effect,
v. 20. This soil is soft, deep and clean
deseribed in Luke 8 : 15 as “an honest and
good heart.” This honesty and goodness
involve : (a) Understanding, Matt. 13 : 23;
(b) Receptivity, v. 20; (¢) Permanence, Luke
8: 15—“keep it”; (d) Fruitfulness, v. 20,
Rom. 6 : 22,




The Parable

For Teachers of the Boys and Girl.

“The Lesson comes at the close of a preaching
tour through Galilee, undertaken after the
anointing in Simon’s house (last Sabbath’s
Lesson). The twelve were with Him, also
certain women, amongst whom were Mary
Magdalene, and the wife of Chuza, Herod’s
steward, Luke 8: 2, 3. Great crowds fol-
lowed Him, and drank in His words. He is
now back at Capernaum again, his own city

. by the sea.

Where did the multitudes now gather ?
What was His pulpit 2 Why was this chosen?
The scholars who have been at an open-air
service, especially at the sea or lake side,
will take in the scene readily.

Get the definition of a parable : literally,

+  “athrowing or placingside by side”—spiritual
truths placed beside what might be seen in
nature or in daily life. Parables made these
truths more easily understood by those who
wanted to understand, and harder for those
who did not want to. How ma.y parables
in this group? Have the scholars count
them in Matt. ch. 13.

Perhaps these headings may brighten up
a very familiar passage :—

1. The greatest Sower in the world. Who
is the “sower” of v. 3? Jesus, Himself,
Matt. 13: 37. All who preach or teach

{n this section will be found further assist-

ance under various headings.
Lesson Points

The Book of Nature and the Book of Reve-
lation are written by the same Hand. vs. 1, 2.

We see God’s character in the Messenger

. even more clearly than in the message. v. 3.

If we listen only to worldly conversation,
the speech of heaven will become like a
foreign language to us. v. 4.

Early ripening is too often followed by
swift decay. vs. 5, 6.

The best way to keep the ground free irom
weeds is to prevent the sowing of their seed.
7% 3

There is always a rich reward for him who
sows the good seed. v. 8.

A square look at the strength and skill
of the foe is the first step towards victory.
v. 15,
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the word (v. 14) are His fellow-hushandmnen.

2. The widest seed-sowing in the world
How wide is the sowing to be ? Mark 16 : 15.
The soil is men's hearts. What a variety of
soils : bring out by questions the different
soils mentioned in vs, 4-8. What shall the
harvest be ? The seed is good; but the
soils ? We shall see.

3. The direst crop-failure in the world.
Three sorts of soil that bear no crop : go over
them one by one, with the reasons why,—
the wayside (vs. 4, 15), stony ground (vs.
5, 6, 16, 17), and the thorny ground (vs. 7,
18, 19). There is a fine opportunity for a
heart-to-heart talk with the class on the
hindrances in their hearts, to the word. They
will be quick to perceive, and, perchance,
to acknowledge these; and, pray God! to
seek their removal.

4. The greatest harvest in the world, v. 8.
On what sort of soil ? v. 20 (compare Luke
8: 15). How great a harvest ? Thirty,
sixty, a hundredfold (but see Light from
the East : even so, it is a great yield). What
a wonderful crop of good there may be in
one man’s heart and life in a life time ! And
then think of the untold myriads into whose
hearts and lives the word hus brought, and
will yet bring, the fruits of righteousness
(compare Rev. 7 : 9).

ADDED HINTS AND HELPS

Promptress in accepting the Saviour is
of little worth unless there is also persist-
ence in following Him. vs. 16, 17.

The greatest harvest in the world is the
gospel harvest. v. 20.

Prove from Scripture

That we shall reap what we sow

Lesson Questions

[From the Home Stupy QUuARTERLY]

Juniors—Whither did Jesus go? Who
came to Him ? Where did He sit while
teaching ?

1-9 Tell about another time when Jesus
taught from a hoat. Where did the people
stand ? What could they likely see on the
land ? How was the seed sown ? Name
the four different kinds of soil. Now much
did the good ground bring forth ?

10-12 Who asked Jesus to explain the
parable ? What did He say He would make

|
!
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|
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known to them ? How would He speak to
others ? Why ?

13-19 How do “wayside” hearers act ?
“Stony ground” ?  “Thorny ground ” ?
“Good ground” ?

Seniors and the Home Department—
Where had Jesus been preaching ? (Luke
8:1-3). Whom had He just healed ? (Matt.
12:22,23.) How had the Pharisees treated
Him ? (Matt. 12 : 24) Who had come to
vigit Him ? (Matt. 12 : 46-50.)

1-0 What is a parable ? Describe the four
kinds of soil. What is said in Hebrews of
fruitless soil ? (Heb. 6 : 7, 8.)

10-12 Why did Jesus speak in parables ?
What does He mean by a “mystery” ? of
what mystery does Paul write ? (Eph. 3 :
4-6.) .

13-19 Give the marks of “good ground”’
hearers.

The Catechism

Ques. 11-14 (Review). The four Ques-
tions for this month form two pairs. The
first pair (11,12) tell us of Ged’s goodness to
man, and the second (13, 14), of man’s sin
against God. The divine goodness is séen
(Ques. 11) in daily care and constant pro-
vision. ‘Tt appears also (Ques. 12) in the
special promise of life made to man on con-
dition of his obedience. Turning to the
second pair, Ques. 13 declares the sad fact
‘hat man, created pure and happy, fell from

The Parable of the Sowe.

that blessed condition through sin. This is
followed naturally by Ques. 14, which makes
known to us what sin is. What a contrast
between the providence of God and human
sin! Refusing to obey, and actually trans-
gressing, the holy law of such a God as our
Creator and Father—there could surely be
nothing more unworthy.

The Question on Missions !,

Ques. 16. When the Swiss colporteurs ar-
rived in Canada 65 years ago, they found
about 75 per cent. of the people unable to
read. The colporteur became the teacher,
for the time, and taught many families to
read, with the Bible as the only text-book.
There is still living one of the early converts,
who can read his hymn book and Bible with
ease, but no other book. The mission school
became a necessity, and the necessity con-
tinues; but in a less degree, for 70 per cent.
of the people can now read. As the work
of the colporteur grew and the number of
families increased who needed instruction
and oversight, the missionary was called in,
who gave himself to the work of preaching
and pustoral ministrations. With few ex-
ceptions, all the workers under the Board
of French Evangelization are Canadians, and
heve been trained, in whole or in part, at
the Pointe-aux-Trembles School and the
Preshyterian College, Montreal.

FOR TEACHERS OF THE LITTLE ONES

Lesson Subject—Jesus teaching how to hear His Word.
Introduction—Have any of your garden flowers peeped out after their long winter

sleep ? Perhaps you have been
helping to rake away the leaves

Gop

and straw. Now the warm sun-
shine will do its work, and the
leaves will sprout and the flowers
bloom. Perhaps you have been
digging a flower-bed. Was it
hard ? Did you find some

THE S EED. stones? Did you rake it? Then
what did you do ? Here is a

IS THE country road. On either side
WORD of are fields (outline). In the

springtime the farmer goes out
to sow his seed. He carries
good seed, and hopes for a good

harvest

6




The Parable of the Sower

The Wayside—As he goes along some seed
falls by the wayside.

Stony Ground—This field is stony, but he
scatters his seed, and goes on to the next field.

Among Thorns—Here he sows the seeds
among thorns, and goes on to the next field.

Good Ground—Ah ! This field has no stones,
no thorns. He sows his seed.

Lesson—Describe the scene while Jesus
teaches the parables, v. 1.

Golden Text—Print and repeat (outline a
Bible).

Tae Seep—The Seed is the Word of God.

'ae Sower—Anybody who tells Others
the Words of God.

Tue Grounp—The Hearts of all People.

Tue Harvest — Your minister, Sunday
8chool teacher, your father or mother, per-
haps some of your young friends, are trying
to sow the good seed in your little hearts.
That means teaching you the words of God
and Jesus. What shall the harvest be ?

By the Wayside—Satan is always looking
out for this seed. He does not want it to
grow. He plucks it out if possible. Some-
times he puts a troublesome boy or girl be-
side you to keep you from listening, some-
times he makes you heedless, or makes you
think of play, or some other outside things,
while the teacher is trying to sow the seed.

195

And the seed does not get into your heart.
Stony Ground—Some boys and girls listen
well, and learn all the verses and answer the
questions and say they love Jesus. But they
do not “stand up for Jesus’’ all.the time, and
soon they forget what they have heard.

Among Thorns—Some boys and girls learn
God’s word, and learn to love Jesus, but as
they get bigger they sometimes love play
more (illustrate), or money (illustrate), or
companions (illustrate), more, and they
have “no room in their hearts for Jesus.”

Good Ground—We are glad to say that
many boys and girls love God’s words, and
love them well, and are “doers of the word,”
as well as hearers. We should listen (to),
learn, love, live, Gon’s Worb.

Little Seed Sowers—Teach a missionary
Lesson,

A Bag of Seed—At the close of the Lesson,
let each child draw from a small sack (which
should resemble a grain sack) A Seep (slips
of paper folded, on each of which is printed
a simple text, one that the child can remem-
ber and practise in daily life).

Something to Draw at Home—Draw a sack
of seed, to recall the fields, and a Bible, to
recall the seed we need in our hearts.

Something to Remember—1 should heed
Jesus’ words.

SUPERINTENDENT'S BLACKBOARD REVIEW

THE FOUR KINDS OF SOIL

Print, Tue Four Kinps or SoiL.

This, as is pointed out in, For Teachers of the Older
Scholars, is a better title for the Lesson parable than the one commonly given to it.

Let

the scholars describe the scene—Jesus sitting in the boat, the people on the shore, a man
sowing wheat or barley within sight (see Exposition). Get them also to tell about the differ-
ent sorts of soil, and the fate of the seed that fell upon each. So much for the picture. Now
turn to its teaching. Bring out by questioning the characteristics of the four classes of hearers:
1. Wayside—failure to receive the word into the heart at all. 2. Rocky Ground —prompt-
ness in uccepting the gospel (good so far), but lack of perseverance in holding to it. 3. Thorny
Ground—in whose hearts the business, money and pleasures of the world leave no room for
the gospel. 4. Good Ground—who hear, receive, and obey, the word. Emphasize the im-
portance of good hearing.
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BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR SECOND
QUARTER, 1906

Bar-jo’-na. ‘“‘Son of John.” A surname
of the apostle Peter, meaning that he was the
son of a man named John (see Lesson X1

Cee-sa-re’-a Phi-lip-pi. A city at the
foot of Mount Hermon, at the main source
of the Jordan, und in the angle of a small
plain, with hills on all sides of it except on
the west. It was enlarged and adorned by
Herod Philip, who named it after Tiberius
Cesar and himself.

Ca-per’-na-um. A town on the north-
western shore of the Lake of Galilee. At an
early period in His ministry Jesus made His
home Tere; so that CuPermAum came to be
called “His own city,” Matt. 9:1. In this
city many of our Lord’s miracles were wrought.

&hril& “The Anointed One,” the official
title of our Lord, corresponding to the He-
brew “Messigh.” It is so constantly added
to “Jesus,” the Saviour’s personal designation,
that it virtually forms part of His name.

Da’-vid. The second king of Israel, suc-
cessor to Saul.

De-cap’-o-lis. “An Association of Ten
Cities.” A district commencing where the
plain of Esdraélon opens into the Jordan
valley, and expunding eastward, dominated
by ten associated Greek cities.

E-li-as. That is, Elijah, one of the
earliest and greatest of the prophets. Along
with Moses, He appeared on the Mount of
Transfiguration as the representative of
Old Testament prophecy, to do honor to
Jesus, Matt. 17 : 3; Mark 9 :4; Luke 9 : 30.

Gad’-a-renes. Inhabitants of a district
east of the Lake of Galilee, of which Gadara,
six or eight miles from the lake, was the chief
city. They are called Gergesenes ( Matt,
8 1 28), or Gerasenes (Mark 5 :1, Rev. Ver.),
from Gergesa or Gerasa (now called Gersa),
a town on the east shore of the lake. It was
near Gerasa that Jesus healed the demoniac
(Lesson VIL).

Gal-i-lee. The most northerly of the
three provinces into which the Romans di-
vided Palestine. The fresh water sea, so
famous in our Lord’s ministry, took its name
from the province. 2

Greek. A term used by the Jews for any
Gentile, because the Greek race sud language
were so widely diffused.

Her’-od. Herod Antipas, son of Herod
the Great, who reigned at the time of our
Lord’s birth. The son ruled over Galilee
and Perea with the title of tetrarch.

He-ro’-di-as. The wife of Herod Philip.
She forsook her hushand, and murried Herod
Antipag, his brother.

Is-ra-el. A name given to Jacob and
his descendants.

John and James. Two hrothers, sons of
Zebedee, who were called, along with Peter

Bible Dictionary

and Andrew, to be followers of Jesus, and
who also became apostles. They, with Peter,
witnessed the Transfiguration (Lesson XIl).

Jer-e-mi’-as. That is, Jeremiah, a great
pro[;lhet, who prophesied for forty-one years
in the reigns of Josiah, Jehoiakim and Zede-
kiah, kings of Judah.

Je-ru’-sa-lem. The sacred city and well-
known capital of the Jews.

_Je’-sus. The name given to our Lord by
direction of the anﬁel to Joseph (Matt. 1 :21)
and to Mary, Luke 1 :31. It means “Sa-
viour,” and expresses His special office.

Jews. Originally those belonging to the
tribe or to the kingdom of Judah (2 Kgs.
16 :6; 25 :25), then those of the Hebrew
race who returned from captivity, and finally
all of that race throughout the world.

John the Bap’-tist. Son of Zacharias
and Elisabeth; the immediate fore-
runner of Jesus. Having rebuked Herod
for marrying his brother’s wife, he was put
to death through a plot laid by Herodias.

Ju-dee’-a. The southernmost province of
Palestine under the Roman government, the
middle one being Samaria.

Mo’-ses. The great Hebrew leader and
lawgiver. As the representative of Old
Testament law, he appeared with Klijah
(see Elias), and conversed with Jesus on
the Mount of Transfiguration.

Na’-in. A town about five miles south-
east of Nazareth$ where Jesus raised to life
the only son of a widow.

Phar’-i-sees. One of the three chief
Jewish sects, the other two being the Sad-
ducees and Essenes.

Phil-ip. One of the twelve apostles, a
native of Bethsaida. He belonged to the
group of our Lord’s earliest disciples.

Sa’-tan. “The adversary,” so called be-
cause he is hostile to all goodness and the
chief opponent of God and man. In Lesson
X1I. Jesus recognizes that Satan is using Peter
as his mouthpiece.

Si-don. An ancient city of the Canaan-
ites on the sea-const, ahout 22 miles north of
Tyre

8i’-mon Pe’-ter. Peter is the Greek form
of the Aramaic surname Cephas, meaning
iy rock,” which Christ bestowed on Simon,
brother of Andrew, und one of the twelve
apostles. He was a native of Bethsaida
(John 1 :44), and afterwards lived with his
family at Capernaum, Matt. 8: 14; Tuke4 - 38.
Compare John and .'ames.

Sy-ro-phe-nic™-i-an. A Phanician of Sy-
ria, as distinguished from Libyphcenicians,
or Pheenicians of Libya in North Africa.

Tyre. An important commercial seuport
of Pheenicia. It was a place of great anti-
quity. In the region of Tyre and Sidon
our Lord healed the daughter of the Syro-
pheeniciun woman see Lesson x5
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Mission Hurniture

The simple, direct lines, pleasing finish and home-like comfortableness
of this class of furniture stamp it as particularly well adapted for use
in dens, living rooms, etc. ‘The table above illustrated is part of the

‘ Mission’’ suite itemized below.

In order to get into touch with readers of The Teachers
Monthly we offer this suite or any of the individual
pieces at the special prices here quoted provided this
advertisement is enclosed with the order.

No. 771. Writing Table, in solid
oak, * weathered’' to a pleasing dark
nhnde top measures 44x28 inches ;
price "with wood top,

only.....s $14075

Price with genuine
‘‘ Spanish * leather top. . s20075
No. 077. Morris Chair, solid ‘‘weath-
ered” oak frame, with softly stuffed
cushions in seat and back covered
with ** Spanish ™ leather,

‘price only ... 523 00

No. 97A. Arm Chair, solid weath-
ered oak frame, with comfortably pad-
ded seat entirely covered with genuine
‘“ Spanish " leather, pnce

only.eesee... i 57075
Nol.]97. b((‘.’halr, without arms, to

match the above, price
' $5.25

A copy of our new illustrated
catalogue will be promptly
mailed on request

JOHN KAY, SON & CO., LIMITED
36 and 38 King Street West, TORONTO

Please mention THE TEACHERS MONTHLY when writing to advertisers
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and Day School
for Boys.

;'SAlovandl“eW’g college A Resieeatia

TORONTO

College Bulldings from the south

Handsome new buildings, thoroughly modern in equipment. Large, airy and
convenient. Situated in north Rosedale, Toronto’s choicest residential district, The
college property consists of 24 acres, providin ample play fields. Separate Junlor
Residence. Upper and Lower School. Strong Stafl, 1 horough Instruction.

Boys prepared for the Universities and the Royal Military College.
Summer Term Commences April 18th, 1900.

Write for Calendar
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REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD, M.A., principat {
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$t. Margarer's College

TORONTO
A Residentlal and Day School for Girls

ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT- 18 fully employed
‘teachers of whom 9are in residence ; quali-
fication of teachers same as those in Col-
legiate Institutes.— Specialists in every
department; 9 University graduates, of

o Lk eyl trat
= who have had an European training.

MUSIC—Vocal and Instrumental ; 19 visiting teachers : 18 sound-proof prlcﬁce rooms, besides
other rooms for music lessons and a large Assembly Hall for Concerts. Thorough pre-
paration for all examinations in music,

ART—Classes in Oils and Water Colors under Miss Hagarty.

ELOCUTION AND VOl E TRAINING~Taught by Miss Ma{:ile. a graduate of School of Dra-
matic Art, New York,

DOMSTIC SCIENCE—Classes taught by Miss Parsons.

LARGE LAWN—for ,amn and recreation,

PREPARATION FOR THE UNIVERSITIES—a Specialty. A special course for those not con-
templating a University education,

RESIDENC*—The home lulnin{ is differentiated as far as possible from that of the school.

RECURD 1904-06-6 at Toronto Iniversity ; 3 at ‘I‘rlni;y; 2 at McGill; 22 passed the musical
examinations at Toronto University ; 4 passed at Toronto Conservatory of Music; 9 first-
class University honors and 6 second-clase.

ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET FRER TO ANY ADDRESS

MRS. GEORGE DICKSON, GEBORGE DICKSON, M.A,,
Lady Princlpal Directer

Late Principal of Upper Canada College
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THE BOOK PAGE

Two books may be mentioned together as dealing
with the great subject of the relation between God
and man. One is, Religion as Friendship, by Joho
Mackay. pastor of u t Presbyterian
Churgh, Montreal (Thg Westminster Company,
'[‘:gfg%'_m 243 pages, $1.00). In this volume of twelve
sermons the author, one of our own younger minis-
ters, who has already won a high place as a thinker
and preacher, expounds the great doctrines of our
faith as expressions of friendship between the divine
Creator and the human creature. For example, the
dootrines of Revelation and Inspiration answer the
question, How do we know the Friend ? The Per-
severance of the Saints is another phrase for, The
Keeping Power of Friendship. The suggestiveness
of the thought worked out in the sermons is apparent,
and the style is always clear and interesting. The
other book is, The Witness of 8in : A Theodicy, by
Rev. Nathan Robinson Wood, Medford, Mass
(K i nto _and New
Yoxk, 151 pages, This is a contribution
to apologetics. It starts with the facts, that sin is,
and God is: and faces the problem, How can both
be in the same world ? The title is that of the closing
chapter, the climax of the argument, in which, with
considerable dialectic skill, it is shown that sin, so far
from being a contradiction of, is actually a witness to,
divine goodness and power.

The W. % Wilde Company, Boatan, have done a
good thing for the Primary and Junior Classes, and

indeed for all grades of the Sundav School, in issuing

the forty-nine Songs of the Beason (64 pages,
25¢. single, $2.00 a hundred), words by Lucy G. Stoock,
music by George Chadwick Stock. Spring and Easter,
Summer and Children’s Day, Autumn and Harvest,
Winter and Christmas, all have their space. The
music has three excellent qualities—it is bright, it is
dignified, it is easily learned. These Songs should
have a large and enduring sale.

The kingdom of God among men is to be universal .
this result shall come about by a process of growth :
and, ‘‘as childlikeness is a state necessary to
entrance into the kingdom, childhood is the surest
and best time for that entrance” : these are the three
fundamental propositions of The Kingdom in the
Cradle, by Rev. Dr. James Atkins (Publighing

ouse of the M. E. Church South, Nashville, Tenn,.
325 pages, $1.25) ; and the elucidation of them is
followed by a thorough and most readable discussion
of such topics as, The Child as a Subject of Religious
Education, The Church and the Home, The Child in
the Home, The Sunday School in its various functions,
Religion in Popular Education. * The largest
economic question in the modern church has been
and still is : How shall we reach the masses ? The
true answer is: Reach them in the cradle, or you
shall not reach them at all,” is Dr, Atkins' final word,
to which his admirable book gives its proper emphasis.

The scene of, Brothers of Peril, by Theodore
Roberts (Copp, Clark Company, Toronto, 327 pages,
four colored illustrations, $1.50) is laid in Newfound-
land as it was in the early centuries following its
discovery by John Cabot. The waters about the

SR R R

On the Life of Jesus 1906

By WILLIAM BYRON FORBUSH, Ph.D., Author of
“The Boy Problem ” and “The Boy’s Life of Jesus.”

Accompany International Lessons for 1906
or used independently.

THE TRAVEL LESSONS

<8 oM =4S

The Plan of these Travel Lessons is to teach Jesus' life while the students are in
the very atmosphere of the places where His life was spent.

Rev. Alfred H. Barr: *‘ Vou have certainly blazed a new pathway in your Lessons.”’

W. G. Ballantine, D.D,, LL.D.: * Dr, Forbush's idea is an inspiration of genius.”

The Sunday School Times: ‘* Dr. Forbush is proving in his Sunday-school that it
is possible to get a class of twenty-five healthy, restless boys as muci interested in
studying the Life of Christ as they are in football scores.”

Send a postal card at once for Dr. Forbush's Free Descriptive Pamphlet.

UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD
Bible Study Dept. 62 Adelaide St. East, Toroato
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island were then fighting ground for the fishing fleets
of the world, which sailed to that distant corner, not
for fame, but for fish. Then, also, the Beothic
Indians, the native race of Newfoundland, long
since extinet, were still in existence. Mr. Roberts,
himself a native of New Brunswick and a brother of
(Charles G. D. Roberts, the novelist and poet, knows
thoroughly the seas and shores of the bleak Atlantic
coast. The setting of the story is picturesque, and
the tale throughout throbs with real human interest.
A young English cavalier, left behind by the fleet,
comes on an English gentleman hiding from the law
on the desolate Newf lland shore, his daugh
with him. There are sharp encounters with the
Indians, perils of the sea to overcome, and a French
buccaneer to vanquish, before the charming love
atory which runs throughout the hook, comes to a
glad ending

Literary Illustrations of the Bible is the genersl
title of a series of dainty little volumes, with red
covers and gilt tops, by Rev. James Moffatt, D.D
(Hodder & Stoughton, London, Upper Canadg Tract
Socigty, Toragto. about 90 to 165 pages, 35c. net
each).  Eeclesiastes, Daniel, Mark, Luke, Romans,
and Revelation are to hand.  The illustrations are of
two classes. First, from history and biography, or
from general literature, have heen gathered passages
of verse and prose4n which a Seripture text has heen
used in an apt or foreible manner,
of illustrations are passages which, in some striking
form, express the idea of a text of Seripture. The
preacher or teacher will often find in these little books,
an instructive sidelight, or some ferse phrasing of

The second elass

The Book Page (Continued)

the truth he wishes to present and enforce.
are just the size to slip into the pocket.

From the Cogp, Clark Compa: gropto, come a
a pair of volumes of short stories, the one. Mr. Lion
of London, by J. J. Bell, the author of Wee Mac-
Greegor (255 pages, £1.50), the other, Captains All,
by W. W. Jacobs (269 pages, same price). Mr.
Boll's stories have a charm all their own, and one does
not read far into Mr. Jacobs’ sketches of life among
Engtish sailors in port without understanding why so
great a eritic as Dr. Robertson Nicoll has accorded
him a foremost place among the humorist« of England.
RBoth books make pleasant and wholesome reading.

“ A connected Secripture narrative, elothed in as
attractive a garb of language as she was able to supply
and enriched with every obtainable illustration of
geographieal detail and archmological discovery.'” i=
Professor Mary W. Brownson's characterization of
her series. The 0ld Testament Story (Wilde Cp
Bosten. 7he. per volume), the first two volumes of
which are now to hand, namely, ** The Patriarchal
Age : (ienesis’’ (106 pages, 10 full page illustrations).
and ** The Development of the Nation: Exodus
Joshua' (114 pages. 7 full page illustrations) A
connected narrative is what is very mueh needed in
this day of serappy Bible study. The garnishing
from old-time lore and from modern travel freshens
the setting of the stories. The illustrations are after
the Wilde Co.’s high standard, and the quite unique
method of treatment cannot fail to reach that very
difficult and needy class, the half-grown boys and
girls and the young people, for whom it is especially
intended

They

ete., always on hand

WM. HENRY ACHESON
Merchant Cailor

281 COLLEGE 8T.

Choice Selection of Suitings, Tailorings,

TORONTO
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A BUSINESS MATTER

A Life Insurance Policy which has been in force fora
number of years is a useful form of security in furthering
trade interests.

Such a Policy is also a safeguard against
poverty and misfortune. It provides ab-
solutely for your family and yourself.
The Accumulation Policy issued by the Confederation
Lif- Association is clear, definite and free from con-
itions, and contains many valuable guarantees and
privileges.

It is to your interest to enquire regarding
this contract.

Confederation Life Association

W. M. BEATTY, ESQ., Presioenr
W. C. MACDONALD, J. K. MACDONALD,

SECRETARY AND AGTUARY MANAGING DinecTon

HEAD OFFICE: TORONTO, CANADA.

The Hammond Typewriter

NATIONS AND TONGUES

Several Languages upon One Machine.

Canadian Head Office :
45 Adelaide Street, East, TORONTO, ONT. CANADA
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