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PREFACE.

Waar 18 rarze? This is a question, which by
the pious of all ages has been regarded as pre-
eminently important. And surely the magnitude
of the inquiry cannot be estimated beyond what
its merit demands. What question can be more
momentous to.one who would secure the divine
approval, since without faith it is émpossible to
please God 2 Yet the subject of faith has been so
ably discussed by theologians of deep piety, that
the author of this work has no intention of enter-
ing upon this ground as the revealer of any new
theory. - She may not speak of a higher anticipa-
tion than that of bringing forth truths as old as the
Bible, with the humble hope that the Holy Spirit
may cause them to be presented to the reader with
vitality and freshness.

And why write 2 book, if nothing new to com-
municate ? We answer, with the hope_that some
sincere inquirer, who may have been long looking
for some new revelation, or that some great thing be
wrought, may cease the vain endeavor, and in
lowliness of mind ask for the old paths.

Few, perhaps, have been more perplexed in re-
lation to faith than the writer was in early life.
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She has since discovered that the religion of the
Bible does not require great powers of mind to
reach it, but deep humility of spirit to come down to

its simplicity. That the Bible is the word of God, is”

a truth with which from infancy she had been fami-
liar, yet from a want of a proper realization of this
fact her difficulties mainly arose. For years past
she has in.experimental verity apprehended the
Divintry of the Worp, and consequently her diffi-
culties about faith have all vanished.

Meeting- with many who inquire the heavenly
way, and yet have been hindered by similar perplex-

- ities, the author, in her frequent communications

with such, has in her directions pointed to the law
and the testimony as an infallible guide, and a
sufficient rule for faith and practice. Her endeavor
has been to meet these diversified cases, (which
have ranged from the unawakened sinner to the
traveler in the way of holiness,) on the ground of*
Bible truth ; and it is hoped that something which
has been presented may instruct and interest a
few in each class of experience. If the work may
be in any degree instrumental in the awakening

and ultimate salvation of souls, the author’s highest -

ambition will have been reached, and the glory
shall be ascribed to the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit,
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FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS;

OR,
FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO.

No. L=TO MR. M—.

Mr. M—— acknowledges himself kened—What is faith 1—In-
temewwit.hamckswe friend—Displeasure incurred—Doings and
ngs at a class ing—An unlikely subject of prayer pre-
sented—All things possible with God—Mrs. W.’s inquiry—The
sinner condemned already—The culprit C——; his agony when
under condemnation, the effect of his faith in man—Mr. M—— not
a.beheverinthe Bxble as the word of God otherwise not unawaken-
d—Ind -Infl 1 friends cannot save—
” Mr. M—— under condemnation—Why the word of God has-not
the same effect as a voice from heaven.
My Dear Mr. M——, You acknowledge yourself
unawakened, but-in this I think you are in part
mistaken. In view of your inquiries after the way
of life, I would hardly dare pronounce you wholly
unawhkened. You would not with so mich sin-
¢erity desire instruction relative to that faith with-
out which it is impossible to please God, unless
you were in a degree aroused to an interest about
your spiritual state.

By your inquiry, “ What is faith ?” I am remind-
ed of an interesting incident in my religious history,
which in all its bearings is to my mind signally il-
-, lusirative of faith and its effects. As you have
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14 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS.

Hicksite Friend.

been religiously trained, and are not unused to re-
hearsals of Christian experience, you will know
how to appreciate such intermixtures of my own
experience as will be helpful toward illustrating the
subject. )

Some time since I invited a Hicksite friend to ac-
company me to meeting. You know of Elias
Hicks—of his rejection of the atonement, the only

foundation of the-Christian’s hope, and also of his-

light estimate of ‘the Scriptures, designating them
as the dead letter, &e. So you will not be astonish-
ed when I say that I could not think of my friend
as a follower of Christ. Knowing thatshe regard-
ed herself as a professor of religion, and that any

approach to her which failed to recognize her as’

such might wound her feelings, I knew not in
what form of expression to give vent to my un-
utterable yearnings for her. At length, after a little
suspense, I said,

¢ Mrs, ——, do you not sometimes feel that you
would love to forsake all and follow Christ 2”

She gave an evasive answer, and by her manner
most clearly indicated that she was displeased.
Finding her thus guarded by a religious profession,
which, if touched, gave displeasure, I ceased to
approach her on the subject of her salvation.

_About ten months after, in admonishing the
members of my class, I said, “ Too many mistake
the mark, by absorbing themselves in their own
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The Covenant. Dismay.

experience, whereas the design of God in redeem-
ing us unto himself seems to be this:—That we
give ourselves at once wholly and for ever away to
his service, in order thdt we may be unto him a
peculiar people, zealous of good works, not living
to ourselves, as we should do were we ever ab-
sorbing ourselves in perplexities about our own
experience. 'Who would not dismiss a servant that
was ever saying, ‘I have about as much as Icando
to serve myself 7’ ” &c. Several members resolved
to come up to the point of entire consecration, that
is, to serve Christ wholly : we then covenanted to-
gether to begin at once to work for God. I sug-
gested to them to single out some individual, not
the most likely, by way of being religiously influ-
enced, but the most wnlkely, and to interest them-
selves, even as for their own souls, inr the experience
of such, until we should meet again on the coming
week. )
Pursuant to the advice I had given, I began to
think, Who shall I take to labor for so absorbingly
during the week ? when it was suggested, You had
better inquire of God. Idid so. To my astonish-
ment, the individual referred to, with whom my
former efforts had seemmgly been so fruitless, was
presented. For a moment, I turned away .with
dismay. My thoughts ran thus :—Were the most

vile, reckless sinner, suggested, or even a professed

mnfidel, I might in some way know how to approach
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16 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS,

An Unlikely Case.

him with hope of success, but here is one whom
1 cannot meet with the Bible, for she regards it
only as secondary authority, neither can I approach
her as an acknowledged sinner, for she is wrapped
in the cloak of a profession. An “unlikely” case
indeed, my heart responded. But this current of
thought was arrested by the chidings of the Spirit.
The unbelieving lord of Samaria was brought to
my remembrance, and I at once said, « Lord, I will
not say if thou shouldst open windows in heaven,
thep might such a thing be, as that this person
should be powerfully awakened to a sense of her
condition as a sinner. But I will' say, ¢ All things
are possible with thee, and all things are possible
to him ‘that believeth.’ Only teach me kow to ap-

~~-proach her, and, ¢behold, here am 1.’”

- Ttwas suggwted in return, All you are af present-

: required to do, is to keep her continually before

God in prayer. - I did so, and most strikingly did
God take the work into his own hands. He did
not send me to her, but he sent her to me. An
account of our interview will answer your question.
- With a countenance which bespoke docility such
as I had never before witnessed in her, she entered
my room one morning, and said,

¢« Mrs. P——, 1 have heard you speak of faith,
and I should hke to ha.ve you explain it to me. ?

In return I said,

“I am speaking to you, Mrs. W-—, and you

4
'
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The Culprit C— Efforts of is Friends.

believe me.” She nodded assent. “God hath
spoken, and the Bisir is his word. Just as truly
so, as though you heard him audibly speaking
from heaven, in the voice of mighty thunderings, as
from Mount Sinai. God hath said, ¢ The soul that
sinneth, it shall die.’” Now, if the sinner should
really believe God, he would. see himself already
candemmd not to mere temporal death, this were
in comparison a light matter, but the condemna-
tion passed upon the sinner extends to soul and
body, to all eternity. You remember the culprit
C He had violated the laws of his country,
and in obedience to those laws the senfence of
death was passed upon him by a fellow-man.

How awful were his feelings while lying - “under
- condemnation! How were the sympatlnes of the
public enlisted in his behalf! How energetic and
ceaseless the efforts of his friends for the removal
of this condemnation! But what is all the untold
agony occasioned by this sentence, compared with
what the distress of the sinner would be, if he only
had as much faith in the word of God as this
culprit had in the word of his fellow-man! He
would see himself lying under a sentence which
might be executed, not two or three months hence,
but at any moment, “in such an hour as he thinks
not,”—a sentence which ‘extends not:only to the
poor perishing body, but to the immortal spirit,
which, after thousands on thousands of ages have

. 2
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18 FAITH AND ITS EFFEOTS.

Mr. M.’s Hazardous Condition.

past, will yet have not one day less to exist, where
the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.

I think, my dear Mr, M——, you may now ap-
prehend the kind of faith which the unawakened
sinner is required to exercise. You have been in
the habit of thinking that you believe the word of
God. Should I tell you that you but partially
believe it, and that you are in part infidel in prin-
ciple, you would with abhorrence start from the
suggest®n, and doubtless would think me unkind.
But you say you are unawakened. Could you re-
reniain so, if you verily believed that the sentence of
efernal death had already been passed upon you—
a sentence which may be executed even before you
lay this paper from your hand ? .

Other inquiries connected with the awakening of
my Hicksite friend were equally interesting and
profitable ; but my mind at present is so concerned
about your perishing condition, that I cannot con-
sent to say more, until you assure me that you are
indeed aroused to a conviction of the wrath that
abideth upon the sinner. “ God out of Christ is a
consuming fire.”  Youw are out of Christ! Do you
imagine. that your condition may not be so awful,
so hazardous, as the foregoing conclusions imply ?
Ah, my dear Mr. M——, the Bibl¢ is the book
from which, on examination, you will find these
conclusions have been legitimately drawn. You
say you believe the Bible. How can you believe
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Indescribable Solicitude.

it, and yet regard your condition -as one of less
peril than the Bible declares it to be ?

And now, my dear friend, my feelings for you
are those of indescribable solicitude. Shall I apo-
logize for this inexpressible concern? No! As
well might the.friends of the poor culprit C——

have ceremoniously accosted us: “Pardon .

the interest manifested by us in end’esvonng to free
you from the sentence which has been pasi:d upon
you by the laws of your country; this sentence we
know must inevitably and speedily be executed,
only as faint hopes are left. that the strength of our
influence and most energetic efforts may possibly
prevail” But you will remember that neither-the
respectability nor most energetic efforts of his friends
prevailed in his behalf ; they only seemed to increase
public indignation. “One with such a’training,
such associations; &e., ought to have known better,”
was the response of the popular voice. Just so, I
fear with you, dear Mr. M——. If the prayerful
sympathles and energetic efforts of your deeply
pious friends could have been instrumental in the
removal of the awful condemnation which now rests

upon you, long since would it have been removed. -

'Will the fact of your advantages for religious im-
provement stand in mitigation, when at the last it
shall be asked, why sentence should not be exe-
cuted ?

0o my dear friend, though circumstances forbid

-
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Bible the Voice of God.

my further pleading with you at this time, it re-

_lieves my oppressed heart to know that I may go
“to my closet, and plead with God for the continued
influences of that Spirit, which, alas! you have so* -

much grieved by your delays. With yet another
word of admonition, which I hope you will now
take to your closet, I must leave you for the
present. You have said, “The time does not
seem to have come for me to begin in earnest to
seek the Lord.” If God should speak audibly
from heaven to you, saymg, « Now is the accept-
ed "time ; behold, now is the day of salvation:” -
« To-day if ye will hear my voice; harden not your
heart ”—would you not conclude that the time
had indeed come for you to begin in earnest?
‘What is the reason that the voice of God, as sound-
ing through the Bible, has not the same effect
which you imagine a voice pealing from the hea-
vens would produce? Is it not because you do
not in heart receive the Bible as the worp or
Gon? -

From -what has been said, I think you now ap-
prehend somethmg more about “faith and its
effects.”

Yours, with most prayerful solicitude.
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“—
Mr. M—— inquires the Way.
No. IL.—TO MR. M—.
Mr. M. ires the astothe effect of faith—Evidences

of the mbemg of fazth—l’erilous condition acknarwledged—nard
ness of heart confessed and b d—Heart not imp

Not required to save ourselves—Sinful to stay away from
the Saviour—A letter to a sincere inquirer—Difficulties in the
way of salvation—Repentance known by its fruit;a gift from
God, and must be acknowledged.

To Mr. M——. It givés me much satisfaction,

my dear friend, to be permitted to address you as
one inquiring the way to life. Inyour letter of in-
quiry, the effect of your faith in God is indeed
most evident.

- Though you have not yet exercxsed that faith;
through which the unpardoned sinner is justified,
yet you must not yield to the saggestion, that you
have no faith. Though small in its beginning as
a grain of mustard seed, yet let me for your en:
couragemeént say, that clearer demonstration could
not be asked than that which your inquiries pre-
sent, of the existence and workings of faith in
your heart. You say, “I see my perilous state
as a sinner already condemned, but I do not real-
tze my undone condition. I hear others cry out
from disquietude of soul; yet with an unmoved
heart, and with tearless eyes, I am myself brooding
over my hardness and impenitence.”

Now, my friend, would you be disposed to be-
moan your condition thus, were it not that you be-
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Effect of Faith. Not impenitent.

lieve God will verily execute the sentence which he

- hath pronounced upon you? Here then is the
effect of faith thus far: mow this is but the first
step—ithe beginning of a life of faith—and if you
do not go on you will surely perish. But there
are other truths, which are in immediate connec-
‘tion with those which you have already believed.
As you have now begun to believe God, O may
you, without lingering, take the next step, which I
will now endeavor to present to you.

Listen! Your Redeemerand your Saviour is now
saying unto you, “Him that cometh unto me I
will in nowise cast out.”” ¢But,” say you, “have
I not just been telling you of my hardness and im-
penitence, and can I expect the Saviour to receive
me in such an emotionless condition ?” You mis-
take, in speaking of your heart as impenitent. Im-
penitence implies absence of contrition, or sorrow
for sin. If you are mot sorry for sin, why do you
so earnestly inquire the way to the Saviour?” Why
do you want salvation from sin?" Is it not because

' you feel like saying,

=
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«] hate the sins which made thee mourn ?”

Then say no more that you are impenitent. I
is indeed sinful to have a hard heart; but you are
not required to save yourself from any of-your_
sins. Christ alone can save you, and he now says,
«Come unto me.” Will you come now ? or will
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Sinful to stay from Christ.

you wait till you have made yourself worthy, by a
longer continuance in groanings and lamentations ?
Do you not perceive that you are by this course
endeavoring to save yourselfin part, before coming
to Christ? O cease these vain endeavors! Now
come to Jesus:
“If you tarry till you’re better,
You will never come at all.”

“Him that cometh unto me I will in nowise
cast out.” Will you not now comply with the
condition, and come to the Saviour just as you are?
He will not cast you out. The reasons you urge
why you may be rejected, are the very reasons
why you should come to the Saviour, and why he
desires to save you. He came to save you from
your sins; and is not this state of feeling, which
you urge as a reason why you may not come just
now to Christ, sinful £- Can you be saved from
this sin till you trust Christ to save you? Itis
sinful to stay away from the Saviour, and unless
you intend to defer coming to him wuntil jou are
yet more unworthy, you will come beﬂevmgly
now, assured that he will in nowise cast you “out.

I have concluded to give you the reading of a
letter which was addressed to one whose state of
mind was very similar to your own; and may He
who hath not said to the seed of Jacob, « Seek
ye my face in vain,” say to you speedily, “Lo, I
am thy salvation,”
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Letter. Fruits of Repentance.

TO A SINCERE INQUIRER.

My Dear Friexn,—You asked me to remember
youin prayer. Ihave indeed been pleading for you,
and am fully assured of the willingness of God to
bless you with a knowledge of forgiveness and ac-
ceptance. Yet I see difficulties in the way of your
receiving the desire of your heart. Not that I do
not believe jrou are most earnestly, and sincerely,
seeking salvation ; not that you are unwilling to give
up the world and its vanities, and desurous to take
updn you the cross of Christ, and come out as a
self-denying follower of the Lord Jesus; or that
you are not truly penitent. These difficulties in
the way of your salvation I believe are removed.

But I know you are longing to hear what diffi-
culties I would suggest. Yet I eannot hope to de
much good by stating them, unless you consent to
promise before God, that wherein you may see
your error, you will in the strength of Jesus exer-
cise that holy violence which the kingdom of hea-
ven suffereth, relative to the removal of these dif-
ficulties.

1st. You say you cannot feel that you have re-
pentance, and you give this as one reason why you
cannot now come to Christ. What does this turn-
ing away from the vanities of the world mean?
What this resolute looking Zion-ward? This
coming out as a seeker of salvation? &c. Does not
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Repentance and its Fruits.

all this show fruit meet for repentance ? Unless
repentance were imparted, could you thus produce
< its fruits? You can no longer doubt, then, that
“you have repentance, without denying the work of
the Spirit; for you could not have had this grace
unless the Spirit had wrought it in your heart.
Now, unless you acknowledge this to the praise of
God, you will add to your former transgressions
the sin of ingratitude.

You are called “ to the acknowledgment of every
good thing which is in you by Christ Jesus;” and,
unless you are thankful for this gift, God may take
away even that which you have. O! bow just
now before him who is exalted to be a Prince and
a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel and re-
mission of sin. Thank him that he has given you
the gift of repentance, and, through grace, promise
no longer to grieve the Spirit by denying that this
work hath been wrought in you. Make confession
before God of this your error, and then it is your
duty to expect that forgiveness will at once follow
confession. “If we confess our sins he is faithful
and just to forgive,” &e.

Next you say, “I see other convicted persons
manifest much more feeling than myself.” But
this should not influence your conclusions relative
to your state. Difference in constitutional temper-
ament has much to do with the exhibition of the
heart’s internal movements. There are a diversity
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God’s Standard. Hard Hearts.

of operatlons, and it is not wise to measure your-
self by others, or to mark out a way for God, as
though he were to come to a standard which you
have raised. Were it for the best, God could give
you such a view of yourself out of Christ, as to
sink your soul at once into eternal despair. In
mercy to you, this view is withheld ; but he gives
you just such perceptions of your state as are ap-
propriate to the end designed. That is, he gives
you such perceptions of your condition as influence
you to twn heartily away from the world and its
variities, to loathe sin in every form, and also to
beget in you an ardent desire for salvation.

Shall I repeat what the Spirit hath often told
you,—

"¢ All the fitness he requireth
Is to feel your need of him.”

But there are yet other difficulties. You say your
heart is hard. Have you a right to expect other
than a heart of stone, until you give yourself to the
Saviour? He hath promised to take away the
heart of stone, and give you a heart of flesh. But
you prevent him from doing this for you, because
you do not resign yourself to him. You do not
imagine that the Saviour needs your help in fitting
that heart for his reception. Then why longer
withhold, as though you were acting on this_prin-
ciple. He says, «“I will take away the heart of
stone, and give you a heart of flesh.” Do not let
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A Tearless Conversion.

him say of you, “Ye will not come unto me that
ye may have life.”

I knew a person who for hours continued in la-
mentation, (though without tears,) crying out, «“ O
my hard heart—my hard heart!” It was said to
her, “ Why not give that hard heart to the Saviour?
He has promised to give you a new heart—a heart
of flesh.” TUp to this moment, she, instead of
looking unto Jesus, had been looking. at kerself—
brooding over her hard heart. Consequently, in-
stead of rising, she had been sinking lower, and
yet lower, in despair. But she now said, « I will
give this heart which will not break to Jesus.” At
once the Saviour, true to his promise, gave her a
new spirit. He took away the stony heart, and
gave her, indeed, a heart of flesh. And with tears
of joy she now proclaimed his love. Will you not
now “go and do likewise 2

As you do not expect that salvation will in any
degree come from within, cease to look for any
good thing from yourself. ¢ Look unto me and be
ye saved, all ye ends of the earth.” Keep steadily
looking unto Jesus; if you take your eye off from
this one point of attraction yousink. You acknow-
ledge yourself lost. Then you are precisely the
character whom Jesus came to save : “For the Son
of man came to seek and to save that which was
lost.” 'Would you ever have set out to seek him,
had he not first ‘sought you? Yes, you are now
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My Saviour. A Question. [

\

_the sought out of the Lord, and your pi‘ecxous
 Saviour will not upbraid you 1f you now rejqwmgly
sing,—
¢ Jesus sought me when a stranger p
‘Wand’ring from the fold of God,
He to rescue me from danger
Interposed his precious blood.”

Do I not hear you with gladness of heart saying,
Saviour of sinners, thou art my Saviour 2 —Yes
Hallelujah to Jesus! ¢ Come and let us exalt his
name together.”

Your devoted friend.

No. IH~TO MR. M—.

Mr. M—— inquires whether the power to believe may not be with-
held—The power to exercise faith never withheld from the truly
sincere—Difficlilty with one who had been seeking the Lord four
years, and /how removed—Man possesses the awful power of
pronouncing his own blessings and curses—Five individuals
convert/e& the same day on which they were awakened—Diffi-
culty )vith Mr. S.—Of one who thought it was too late.

To MY Sin-sick Friexp, Mr. M « But,”
yoii ask, ““does not the Lord in his sovereignty at
times withhold the power to exercise faith from
‘the seeking soul?” And farther, “How is it
/ that some for weeks and months, with so_much
sincerity and earnestness, go about as mourners in
Zion, while others, perhaps, only in a few hours go
through the process of awakening and conversion ?”,
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A Four Years’ Seeker.

I do not think we have any Scripture ground for
the supposition, that God ever withholds the
power to exercise faith from the sincere inquirer.
It is true that there may be difficulties in the way

of exercising faith with some who desire salvation.”” ~

I once knelt beside a mourner, and said,
__ “How long since you first began to seek the

Lord ?”

“Four years.”

“Four years!” I exclaimed; “+hat! seeking
the Lord four years, and say that'you have not yet
found him! Surely this must be a mistake. God
hath said, ¢ And ye shall seék me and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your heart.’
God cannot be unfaithful, and there must have
been some mistake 1n your manner of seeking
him.”

I then began to mqmre whether there had not
been some reservation in her mind, relative to sa-
crificing all for Qhrist. “ Perhaps,” said I, « you
may have had your eye upon some worldly minded
professor, and’ thought, ‘If I could get religion,
and be or do like such a one, how gladly would
I enjoy it.” Your mind may have—been so en-
lightened as to see these things inconsistent with
-an entire surrender, but still you have persevered
in endeavoring to bring God to your terms, instead

/.

" of coming yourself to his.”

She frankly acknowledged that this had indeed
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N

Converted in Five Minutes.

~

been precisely her case. I assured her that she
might just as well give up all hope at once of ever
being saved, as to continue to seek God with these
reservations.

Though you might go on years longer as a pr()-
fessed seeker, you would come no nearer the point.
But there is no probability that the Spirit of the
Lord would strive with you thus long. What a
mercy that your Saviour, grieved and insulted
by your offers of half-hearted service, has not
ceased to tender you his grace, and left you to
utter hardness and impenitence! But you may be
now receiving the last urgings of the Spirit; yet
let me tell you, if you will now make confession of
your sin, in not being willing to give up all for
Christ, and will come, renouncing yourself and sin,
he will now receive you. She.made the resolve
that she would yield; and the more powerful in-
fluences of the Spirit were immediately given to
help her infirmities ; and in perhaps less than five
minutes she was filled with the joys of salvation.

In like manner is the faithfulness of God to
the seeker ever exhibited. Though not often so
clearly perceivable to the eye of man, as in the
case just stated, yet in the eye of Omniscience
every case is undoubtedly equally marked. I
cannot believe that there is any lmgerma on the
part of God in fulfilling his promises to the seek-
ing soul. When we come to him in the way of his

;
H
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Five convicted and converted in a Day.

requirements, we are met with his blessing ; whemr
unwilling to comply with the conditions upon which
salvation is offered, we are rejected. Grod is not man
that he should change, neither is he a respecter of
persons. With Israel on Mount Ebal, and on Mount
Gerizim, we pronounce—our own blessings and
curses; for, alike with them, the course which we
pursue will draw down just such results as God
hath pronounced on the characters we sustain.
But God is love; and it is my desire to encou-
rage you in the assurance, that there will be no
delay on his part in meeting you on the ground
" of the promises. Within a few days I have seen
this exemplified in the experience of five persons;
in whose awakening and conversion I have been
most deeply interested. Neither of the five, I have
reason to believe, were really awakened until the
day on which I addressed thiem personally rela-
tive to their danger out of Christ. On the same
day on which they were convicted they were con-
verted. I believe one had . previously attended
church occasionally,| /but the others were habitual
neglecters of God’s house and worship. They
were convinced of the necessity of seeking God
with all the heart, if they would find him; and of
the uselessness of expecting to find him, unless
they came to this decision. I placed this view of
the subject prominently before them, when they
first promised to seek the Lord. “If you knew
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Successful Seeker. Mr. S.

you were to die before twelve o’clock to-night,
you would be very much in earnest, and feel that
you had no time to lose,” said I to one. “Yes,” ;
was the reply. I said, “You would not, in that
case, seek God with more than all your heart, and
unless you seek him just as earnestly now, you
will not find ; for he has not promised to be found
of you until you seek him with all your heart.”
The same evening on which this conversatxon oc-
cwrred she was convelted

I knew an individual who, for years, felt the
need of salvation to a degree that imbittered all
earthly enjoyments. He was not only willing to
come out from the world, but gave ‘most unequi-
voeal demonstration of his unwillingness to be
conformed to its Spirit. It was cause of much
prayerful concern with me, that one so sincere,
and in earnest, should so long remain in this state,
and I sent for him to come and spend an évening
with me, hoping that the hinderance might, in
some way, be ascertained. Nothing seemed to
throw light on the subject, until at the close of the
interview I said, “ Mr. S——, have you never felt
it to be your duty to join the church ?” 'With a de-
cision of manner, which told just were his wéll was
strongly fixed, he replied, « That I will never do;
until I know I have religion; for there are back-
sliders enough in the church now.”

“ This,” said I, «is just what I believe you will~
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Joins the Church. “Give me thy Heart.”

have to do, before you get the witness of your ac-
ceptance.  Yes, you will have to do it; and then
trust the Lord to keep you. ‘To do otherwise im-
plics a distrustfulness which must be displeasing
to God,” I added.

- The next night he came out under circumstances
of unusual publicity, and said, “Such and such
were my views, but now I have made up my mind
to unite with the church.” This was on Saturday
night, and on Sunday morning, Jesus, the resur-
rection and the life, raised his soul to the most
joyful assurance of renovated nature, even the
cnjoyment of a life of faith on the Son of God.

A variety of cases might be given, illustrative
of the faithfulness of God, and of the effects re-
sulting from faith and obedience ; but I must close
with the relation of one which, I hope, may be
suited to your case :— L

An individual, after various expedients in read-
ing, fasting, and praying, at length came to ‘the
conclusion that it was too late for him to seek sal-
vation ; that he had sinned beyond the limits of
mercy. While in heaviness he was thus reflecting
upon his sins, the text, My son, give me thine
heart,” came to his mind. Can it be, thought he,
that God makes such a requisition -of me as this?
He knows what a heart I have,” how hard, how
polluted, how unfit for life or for death ; and yet
he says, “Give me thine heart.” . What can.he

v
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A Heart given to Christ.

~

want of my heart? He wants to make it good ; to
create it anew ; to wash it in the blood of Jesus,
and to make it a temple meet for the residence of

his Spirit. “I dropped my flail,” said he, (for he.
was in his barn at work,) “and prostrating myself® ~

upon the straw, I said, <O Lord, if'\thou canst ac-
cept of such a hért as mine, herel it is. I give
myself to thee just as I am, a poor, vile sinner.” ”
Instantly he was saved ; and so wonderful did the
plan of salvation now appear to him—so new, so
suited to the condition of the lost—that it seemed
asaif all his life had been spent in the dark; and
he was affected to tears, that no one had ever thus
explamed to him the way of salvation. ¢

. Yours, in Christian love.

i

No. IV.~TO MR. M—.

Smcenty and earnestness not sufficient to insure salvzmon—A,n
illustration of how faith is the gxft of God—How to show fruit
meet for rep An error in p ions for awaken-
ed persons—Lad on the roof of ab\uldmg he is saved—The man
near a cataract ; not saved by doing nothing.

To my Friexp Mz. M.

¢ By faith I lay my hand
On that dear head of thine,
While like the penitent I stand,
And there confess my sin.”

O.that you might thus see all your sins on Jesus
laid! It does seem to.me, that all you now need
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Appropriating Faith. Dlustration.

is the exercise of simple faith; that faith which
'appropnates the merits of your Saviour to ymu:
own case. If sincerity, earnestness, or a willing-

ness to come out and confess Christ before mcn,‘

were sufficient to bring you into the enjoyment of
the favor:of God, without appropriating faith, such
had been \your happiness now. Though, without
these, your efforts to exercise faith would be un-
availing ; y%: these, though most fully developed,
would utterly fail in securing the object without
faith. But you ask, “Is not faith the gift of God ?
and can I have it, unless it be given me from
above?” No! « Every good and perfect gift
cometh down\from the Father of lights.” But
does not God \give you the faith now required ¢
He is not a hard Master. The command; «Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,”
would be unrezksonable, unless the power to be
obedient were gu\en with the command.

Imagine that you were embarrassed with pecu-
niary liabilities, hopelessly beyond your resources.
Now suppose you ‘have a friend of unbounded
reputation and wealth. His name commands uni-
versal confidence; his wniform bearing toward
you has” been that of benevolence and love; he
hears of your distress, and writes you word, “I
have taken your Liabilities upon myself. I knew
of your inability to pay; I have therefore paid the
debts coutracted : and now I am not merely willing
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Sinfulness of Unbelief.

that you should reckon yourself free, but it is my
pleasure that you should do so now. My name
has already gone forth in promise to relieve all
those alike distressed with yourself, who may apply
to me, and the honor of my name- requires that
your acknowledgment of my faithfulness in fulfill-
ing my word be at once made before the world.”
I need not make the application; you cannot
dishonor your Saviour more, than by doubting
whether he will fulfill his promises. His name is
Farrmror and Teue. O how sinful must a dis-
trustfulness, whether he will now fulfill his pro-
mises, appear in- his sight, when he hath said,
“ Now is the accepted time; behold, now is the
day of salvation. For all the promises of God in
him are yea, and amen, unto the glory of God.”
The Saviour is now looking upon you with an eye
of infinite love, longing to fulfill his promises tb
you; but he cannot bless you in your unbelief. It
is inconsistent with the principles upon which the
government of his kingdom is established; unbe-
lief is a sin, and you must renounce it; for the
" Saviour came to ‘save you from your sins, not in
your, sins. E
The best way to show fruits meet for repent-
ance, is to pursue a course directly opposed to that
which.i§ now-lamented. I have known persons to
mowrn over the sin of unbelief most piteously for
months, and even years, and yet not renounce it.

A LT R B, P 1 R T

e 3B e r s B B A NS

- reasgegs,



FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO. 37

Error in Prayer. A Fall.

Does this exhibit to the eye of God fruit meet for
repentance ? To the eye of man, this course mmay
indicate repentancé, and his petitions to God in be-
half of the suppliant ‘'may be drawn from conclu-
sions thus begotten. Thus it is that we not unfre-
quently hear petmons, framed in' words which im-
ply that the delay is on the part of "God, as
though the sinner were all- ready for the receptxon
of the blessing, and only waiting for God to be-
come willing to bestow _it. Approachmo God
thus in behalf of the awakened sinner, I conceive
to be an error of great magmtude, its effect on
the mind of that sinner is necessan]y didastrous,
inasmuch as it removes the canse of delay from
himself, and casts it upon God : and how insulting
is such a petition to that God who ever stands,
with extended arms, calling upon™ the sinner,
saying, “ Come, for all things are now ready !”

I remember, my dear Mr.'M——, onee to have
met an illustration of faith, which I think may be
helpful to you. . The relatér gives it thus :—1

once saw a Jad on the roof of a very high building
~ where several men ‘were at work. He was gazing
about with apparent unconcern, when suddenly
his foot slipped, and he fell. In falling he caught
by a rope, and hung suspended in mid air, where
he could neither get up nor down, and where it
was evident he ‘could sustain himself but a short
time. He perfectly knew his situation, and ex-
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The Rescue. " Drop your Oars.

pected in a few minutes to be’ dashed on the rocks
- below. At this moment a kind and powerful man
rushed out of the house, and, standing beneath
him with extended arms, called out, ‘ Let go of the
rope ; I will receive you. I candoit. Let go of
.the rope, and I promise you shall escape un-
hdarmed.” The boy hesitated for a moment, and

‘then, quitting his hold, dropped -easily and safely

into the arms of his deliverer.” Here is an illustra-
tion of faith; here is a simple act of fuith.
The poor boy kmew his danger ; he saw his deliverer,
snd heard his voice. He believed in him——trusted
him—and, letting go every other dependence and
hope, he dropped into his arms.

Do you feel that you have done all you can?
Let me take the language of another, and say,
«Just stop doing, and .begin to trust Christ to do
all for you, and you are safe. A man is rowing a
boat on a river, just above a dreadful cataract
the current begms to bedr Him downward ; the
spectators' give him up for lost. ‘He is gone’
they exclaim; but in another moment a rope is
thrown toward the wretched man—it strikes the
water near the boat: now how does the case
stand ? Do all the spectators call upon him to
row? to try harder to reach the shore, when with
every stroke of his arm the boat is evidently
nearing the falls? O no! the eager and united
ery is, ‘Drop your oars! give up your desperate

v
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Seize the Rope.

attempt ! take kold of the rope” But he chooses
to row, and in a few moments he disappears, and
perishes. Al his hope lay, not in rowing, but in
laying hold of the rope; for while he was rowing
he could not grasp the rope. So the sinner’s
hope lies not in struggling to save himself, but in
ceusing to struggle ; for while he expects to ac-
complish the work of salvation himself, he will not
look to Christ to do it for him.”

But some abuse this doctrine of unmerited grace,
and say, “If all I have to do is to cease from at-
tempting to save myself, and to be willing that
Christ should do the work of my salvmon, why
urge me to become a Christian, or to do any-
I}zmy 2 why not let me sit still, and wait till Christ
shall come and pardon me ?”

And what if the man in the boat had dropped his
oars, and then folded his hands, and waited for the
rope to save him? He might as well have died
rowing as sitting still ; and would as certainly have
died in the latter as in the former case. But he
must grasp the rope. So the sinner must lay kold
of the kope set before him ; not by waiting till he
is better, but by first concluding that he never
shall be any better in the way he is going on, and
then looking to Christ. May I not believe that
you are now trusting your sll in the hands of your
Saviour? I do not say that I hope you were doing
it a few moments since, but that you are now doing
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‘Why did I not believe before ?

N o

it. O that this may be the work of every suc-
ceeding moment, until I hear from you. ‘

s

¢ Venture on I;xm, venture freely,

Let no other trust intrude ; I

None but Jesus P

d Can do helpless sinners good.” }

Your much interested friend.

No. V..TOMR. M

A matter of surprise \:vith Mr. M—— Reasons for delay wholly with
the creature—Singular case of a lady where conviction followed
donversion—Jate Rev. S. M. relates- a similar case—God ever
meets us on the ground of his word—How to keep a new heart—
Progression required—The Bible ; its excellence—The scheme of
salvation conditional.

To My Harry BROTHER v CHrisr, MR M—.
«Why did I not before venture on the Saviour?” you

exclaim. Just so hundreds have with amazement

asked before you. But the unrenewed mind can-
not form proper perceptions of the, power of faith.

In reference to every stage of experience it may be

said, «If any man will do his will he shall know

of the doctrine.” "In complying with the condi-
tion, ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved,” you have been brought toa blessed
knowledge of the doctrine of -justification by faith.

Such effects must of necessity follow such acts of

obedience and faith. = I say must of necessity follow,

because the principles by which the kingdom of
grace is governed are unchangeable.
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Christ always ready. " Remarkable Instance.

The reason why you were not before blessed,
you now perceive, was not because God was un-
willing to meet you, but wholly from delay on
your part in complying with the conditions upon
which you were to be received. The moment you
complied with these, you found the Lord. Thus it
is that the Saviour ever stands-waiting to save the
sinner, and from no cause will he ever withhold
salvation one moment after the sinner has complied
with the conditions of salvation.

I have known some instances peculiarly illustra-
tive of the faet, that God ever meets us thus, on

. the ground” of his word.: One is that of a lady
whose solidity of Christian character is well known
and appreciated. For one whose birth had been
in a Christian land, she was surprisingly. ignorant
of her accountability to God. She had not been

"in the habit of reading the Bible, nor attending
public worship ; neither had she mingled with pious
associates ; and: thus all her early years were spent,
having no hope, and without God in the world.
She fell in the way of a devoted Christian, who
told her of the claims of -her Redeemer. Her
heart seemed -at once won, with a view of his great
love in dying to save her, and she quickly renounced
the ‘World, and gave her heart to-God. Immedi-
ately she was made happy in the énjoyment of the

““Saviour’s love. This' sudden ition astonished
bher friends, as they had heard so little about her

g
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Painful View of Sin after Conversion.

convictions for sin. But the fruits of conversion
were so evident, that'the most skeptical could not
doubt the reality of the change.

In relating her experience some time afterward,
she informed me, that she in reality had few of
those deeply distressing perceptions of guilt spoken
of by many previous to her conversion. She felt,
indeed, that she needed 2 Saviour, and was told
that Jesus reccived sinners. In accordance with
what was told her, she verily believed that all the

_ Lord required of her was to give up herself, as a

" sihmer, into his hands. She at once believed, and
according to her faith it was done unto her. After-
“ward, as she became better able to bear the view,
the guilt of her former life, with powerful convictions

- of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and of the wrath
awaiting her, had not the Saviour, *his own self,
‘borne her sins in his own body on the tree,” so
appeared to her, that nature could scarce endure
the sight. How this view endeared the Saviour
to her, you can now form some conception.

Another case was related to me by that eminent
minister, the late Rev. S. Merwin. It occurred

where he was laboring, and I think under his own’

eye. The brothers of a certain young lady had been
converted, but she as yet had resisted the influ-
ences of the Holy Spirit. One evening she ac-
cumpanied some of her gay friends to a singing
school, and on her-return stopped at a meeting
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A Young Lady suddenly converted.

then in progress. Several kneeling penitents were
at the altar, and presently she saw one, newly en-
tered upon the joys of salvation, praising the Lord.
“The same happiness is ‘for you, if you will only
renounce your sins, and give your heart to the
Lord,” was suggested. She counted the cost, and
then deliberately decided on the surrender. The
first intimation which her pious brothers had of her
change, was conveyed in her joyful acclamations
of praise for salvation through Christ. They had
only thought of her as of one resisting the Holy
Spirit, and now to witness her sudden triumph
filled them with amazement, and for a moment
they thought, «“ Has our sister become a scoffer ?
has she in her opposition come to ridicule the sub-
ject of religion ?”  But they were soon undeceived,
and by her life were assured that she was truly
converted.

My object in giving these narrations is to exhibit
the faithfulness of God-in meeting us at any mo-
ment on the ground of -his word ; and if you had
come to the act of surrender and reliance on
Christ, the first moment you saw yourself to be a

“condemned sinner, pardon and acceptance would
at once have followed. Only think how soonthe
jailer and his household were converted.

Bui now, my dear friend, you have only entered
upon the heavenly way of a life of faith-on the Son
of God. In order to be sustained in this state,
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Keep giving your Heart to Jesus. ~

ceaseless reliance on your part, and the continued
agency of the Holy Spirit, will be needful. You
are required to work out your salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you..
Though you are required to keep yourself in the
love of God, yet you can be kept only through the
power of the Holy Ghost, in answer to the cedse-
less intercessions of Chiist.

“You obtained a new heart, by giving it away
to Jesus,” said I to a very youthful disciple, “and
the only way you can retain it is—" * She éaught
thelwords from my lips, and said, By giving it
away, and giving it all the time.” Tt X s only by
this act of ceaseless swrrender that you can retain
the ground gained. But while you retain, you
must not think you are not gaining, for you cannot
abide in Christ without becoming hourly more assi-
milated to his likeness.

As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk in him. - This, as you will observe, implies
ceaseless progression—¢ walk.” Settle it in your.
mind now, at the commencement of your heaven-
ward pilgrimage, that there is'no standing still in
religion. The Saviour says;, “He that gatheleth
10t with me, scattereth abroad; he that is not
with me, is against-me.”. Much- that passes “for
‘religion is nothing more than an empty profession.
Though you may often be much benefited in look-
ing at the example of devoted Christians, for Christ
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Human Guides unsafe. The Bible.

says of such, “ Ye are the light of the world,” yet
it is not safe to have your mind too much absorbed,
cyen in the contemplation of this. At best they
shine but in borrowed rays; and it is possible to
have your vision so filled with these lesser lights,
as to draw the attention from those believing views
of Christ which are ever transfoitning. And then
there is danger here. The best human beings are,
at least, liable to err; and if your eye is on them,
instead of being fixed on the Sun of rigliteousness,
most disastrous consequences might ensue. - :
Good books are often very helpful; but let the
Bible be the book of books with'you. Try to have
one ever about your person,so that at any moment
you may turn-toit, as the man- of your counsel. In
this way you may- often save moments. for com-
muning with God, and with David hide his word
in your heart, so that you ‘may not offend. -The
eminent Wesley, when he had .nearly finished: bis
earthly pilgrimage, in’speaking . of 'the Bible, says,
“0 give me that book! At any price give me the
book of God! Ihaveit: here is kiowledge enough
for me.. Let me be .a.man of one book.” How
unlike all other booksis the Bible! Here the appe-
tite never satiates. Here you may feast with in-
creasing relish, until with unutterable longings the
spirit cries, « Lord, evermore give me this bread.”.
But this is a subject on which I know not where
to pause. My heart gathers inspiration whenever
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TFaith in the Bible. Justification.”

I speak of the excellence of the Scriptures.
Would that my lips or pen were empowered to
give utterance to the sentiments which possess my
soul, in reference to this wonderful book. O, it is
in verify the worp or tHE Lorp! If the whole

Christian world indeed believed this, then all per-
plexities about. faith would be at an end. “God
hath*said it, and I believe it,” would be the ready
response from the lips of thousands, who are now
groping their way in darkness, because of their
unbelief; and the effect of faith would be most
gloriously manifested in the lives of professors, by
their entire.renewal in the image of God.

-1 have much more that I wish to say on this,
and on many other points. I greatly desire that
you may know the full power of saving grace, and
not stop short.of any state made possible: for you
through the death and present intercession of the
Saviour. Fix your aim here; to apprehend that
for which you have been apprehended of Christ.
You have attained a state of justification before
God. This is indeed a state of great blessed-
ness; and when, in view of higher attainments, I
have heard it spoken of disparagingly, I have been
often greatly pained. Buf in order that you re-
tain this state, there are duties which come in, link
after link, forming one continuous chain of gospel
privilege.. The entire scheme of our salvation is

conditional. « Now, therefore, if ye will obey-my =
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The Conditional Promise. Inconsistency.

voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall
be a peculiar treasure unto me,” meets ns at
cvery point. Would you remain in this glorious
state of justification? the condition at once
mects you: “If ye will obey my voice indeed,”
&c. Iam sure you will much desire o know
more of the conditions upon which you may re-
main in this state, and of the obedience required ;
but I must defer what I would say on this point
till my next. Yours as ever.

No VI.-TO MR. M

Condemned and justified at the same moment impossible—Case

of a young lady who mistook a state of d ion fox one of
justification; she was not intemiona.l]y hypocritical—How the
mistake may almost imp ptibly be made—Conditi upon

which a state of justification is reta.med—How sooa may per-

fection be attained ?
To My Friexp 1y JEesus, Mr. M. I said in
my last, that there are conditions upon which a
state of justification is Tetained. From the views
of some persons, one might imagine that there is
such a thing as being justified and condemned at
the same moment. I once met a young professor,
whose general lightness of character and frequent
inadvertencies gave painful indication that she was
a Christian only in name. I expostulated with
her upon the hurtful tendency of a matter she had
just been prosecuting. This, with her-habitual
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The Self-deceived Professor.

course as a professor, was too questionable to
admit of an attempt at justification, and she did
not propose it. . But my heart was yearning over
the wounded cause of God, and I really wished to
remove the foundations of .a_profession which so
dishonored it. In view of this, I asked whether
she did not think her course at variance with the
requirements of Scripture. ‘She admitted it to be
so. Isaid, “ Do you feel, then, that you can stand
justified before Gad, in view of such conduet ?”

“Yes.”

l‘“ Why, the word of God condemns you, ani
this you acknowledge; how then can you stand
Justified 2 You surely cannot be justified and
condemned at the same time!” .

‘Now, I would not say that this person was
hypoeritical in her profession ;" no, she was only fol-
lowing in a path which hundreds of young profes-
sors pursue. At the commencement of her Chris-
tian career, she had doubtless joyfully said,  There
is therefore now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.” But unmindful at length of
the character to whom it is said, “There is no
condemnation,” she perhaps, almost at unawares,
began to walk -after the flesh. Now, by walking
after the flesh you will readily perceive she ceased
to sustain the character to which the apostle says
« there is no condemnation,” &c.; and a state of
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Wrong Name. No standing still.

justification was of course-lost. These derelictions
continued, would soon end in the loss of adoption
also, and the soul be cast off as a withered branch.

I would not accuse such of intentional insincerity ;
but surely this mistake of calling a blessing by a
name which the state of the individual professing
it contradiets, tells disastrously upon the interests
of experimental piety in the church.

You will now see that the condition upon which
a state of justification is retained, is, that you “ walk
after the Spirit.” Walking implies going forward.
By your surrender to God the foundation of your
Christian character has been laid. The principles
of the doctrine of Christ have now been learned.
But do"you stop here? No! As well might the
child who has learned his alphabet say, “I have
finished my education.” It is true. that many,
very many, do stop at this point; and here was the
error of our young friend, whose erratic course told
so grievously on the cause of God: and more or
less so will be the course of all who do not steadily
purpose to “leave the principles of the doctrine
of Christ, and go on unto perfection.”

Do not imagine that you can retain the state in
which you now stand, unless you “go on.” O
may this, by the power of the Spirit, ever stand
before your. mind, in the form of living truth!
Would thdt you could witness the fervor of my
desires for you on this point. God commands it ;

4
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. Progress urged. Question.

and can I urge its importance more than by re

minding you of this? You abhor abackslidden state,
yet with all your abhorrence you will inevitably
hackslide, unless you obey the command, “ Go on
to perfection.” There is no standing still in religion ;
and now, at the commencement of your Christian
career, let me say, Deem that day worse than lost
which is not in some way marked: by religious pro-
gress,

But you may say, “If I keep gomg steadﬂy on,
how long before I may expect to arrive at a state
of parfection? And if I arrive at this point, will not
the summit of Christian attainment on earth be -
reached, and the command, ¢ Go on,” no more be
needed ?

Your inquiries are indeed most important, and -
did opportunity now permit, I would at once en-
deavor to answer. The Lord willing, you shall soon
hear from me again,

In yet more tender Chnstxa,n regards, yours.
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No End to Christian Progress.

No. VIL.—-TO MR. M—.

The summit of Christian attai y never be hed in time—
Paul not perfect in attainment—He professes perfection, and in

what sense—A state of perfection requiring progression urged—

Christian, not Adamic perfection, the object—It already belongs

to man as soon as the conditions upon which it is offered are
- met.

My DeAr CHRISIIAN Bnomn,—In view of the ad-
monition, “Go on unto perfection,” you inquire,
“Should I go steadily onward, how soon may I
expect to arrive at a state of perfection? And when
T arrive at this point, will not the summit of Chris-
tian attainment be reached ?””- Permit me to answer
your latter inquiry first, and it will enable me more
readily to meet the former.

The summit of Christian attainment reached"
No, not in eternity itself, with receptive powers
still growing, while immortality endures, will the
attainments in love, knowledge, light, and-power,
which have been made possible throubh the atone-
ment, be grasped. Paul says, “ Not as though I
had already attained, either were already perfect:
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that
for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:
but this one thing I do: forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those
thmgs which are before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
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%

' Christian Perfection requires Progress.

It is evident, as you perceive, on Scriptural
authority, that a state of perfection -which will not
admit higher degrees is not to be expected. DBut
‘that a state of perfection is attainable is most evi-
_dent, and is proven upon the same premises. The
apostle, in continuation of what I have already
quoted, goes on to say, ““Let us therefore, as many
as be perfect, be thus minded ;” including, as you
observe, both himself and a part of those addressed
as being in a state of perfection. I am the more
particular in speaking of this subject, because it is
not ,uncommon for those who oppose the doctrine
of Christian perfection to refer to this passage.

Just the state of perfectlon aimed at in these
passages (Phll i, 8-1 5) is what I would now
urge, upon. you: that is, a -state of perfection
which requires progression—a state which could
not even be retained, without obedience to * this
one thing—forgetting those things which are behind
and reaching forth unto those things which zre be-
fore.” The perfection to which your attention is
urged, does not imply perfection in- knowledge or
lmht but a state of supreme love to God, where
all the powers of body and mind are perfectly sub-
ject to love’s control, and ceaselessly offered up to
God through Christ. This is Christian perfection ;
not angelic perfectxon neither Adamic perfection,
but Chnstlan perfection. To think disparagingly
of Christian perfection, implies, to my mind, think-

|
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Unbelief Sinful. Question answered,

ing lightly of the atonement. To undervalue the
cflicacy of the blood of Christ to cleanse is sinful.
And it would be sinful to doubt whether the offer-
ing presented to God, through Christ, is holy and
acwptable ,

‘What you need, in order to bnnv you into this
state, is an offering up of yourself through this
purifying medium. Now do you still ask, How
soon may I’expect to arrive at this state of per-
fection? Just so soon as you come believingly,
and make the required sacrifice, it will ‘be done
unto you according to your fuith. Christ came to
takmway oug:- sm, to destroy the works of the
devil, and to pusge us from all nnqmty The pur-
pose of man’s redemption is not accomplished until
heis presented perfect in Christ Jesus. When the
Saviour said, “It is finished ! then this full salva-
tion was wrought out for you. All that remains is
for you to come complying with the conditions, and
claim it. As it has been purchased for you, it is

-already yours, If you do not now receive i, the

delay will not be on the part of God, but wholly
with yourse]f,
Yours, truly.
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Privilege of the Young Convert.

No. VIIL.-TO MR. M—.

Inquiries relative to the length of time intorvening botween a state
of justification and entire sanctification—Mr. Wesley's views on
the subject—Iow backslidings might be less frequent—Another
inquiry from my Hicksite friend—Unreasonable not to be holy—
How unholy pr ge skeptici; The case of ayoung
man wkose friends were professing Christians—Salvation from
all sin may be obtained now—How a housekeeper obtained it.

DEar Broraer M——. «But do not persons gene-

rally wait months, and even years, after Jjustifica-

tion,; before they are brought into this state of en-

tire sanctification 9’ Mr. Wesley, in speaking on

this subject, says, *This we know: but we know

likewise, that God may, with man’s good leave,

¢ cut short his work ’ in whatever degree he pleases,

and do the work of many years in & moment. He
. does so in many instances.”

If believers from the hour of their Jjustification,
with all the ardor of early unquenched love, should
wallk after the Spirit, how soon would they be
ushered into the highway of holiness!" Would
that this duty were simplified, and urged with
point and power upon young: professors! Then
would backslidings in heart and life be far less
frequent. If the way is so plain, that wayfaring
men, though fools, shall not err therein, young
converts surely may be brought to understand it.
The truth is, the difficulties are not attributable to
the intricacies of the subject, but to _the want of
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simplicity. We do not need great powers of mind
to” reach it, but deep humility of spirit to come
_ down to it. .

" I am again reminded of my Hicksite friend. 1In
continuation of the conversation referred to when
I first wrote you, she asked another question, al-
most as important in bearing as her first inquiry,
which will illustrate what I would say on the mo-
mentous subject before us. As soon as I had an-
swered her first question, « What is faith ?” she
said, “I have heard you speak of sanctification,
and now I should love to have you explain that to
me.” My mind for a moment recoiled, and I
thought, She does not yet understand the princi-
ples of the doctrine of Christ, and now, how can
she be brought to understand the deeper things
of God? I looked to the Lord to help me to sim-
plify the matter, and then said,

« If you should purchase an article from me, you
would expeet to have it whole, entire, just as you
bought it, would you not ?”” < Yes.”

“«If I should keep back any part, it would be
unreasonable, would it not 2’ ¢ Yes,”

“Well, the Bible says, ¢Ye are not your own,
ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God

~ in your body and spirit, which are God’s.” Now,
when we acknowledge the claim which God has
upon us by the right of redemption, and set our-
selves wholly apart for his service, he sets the seal

—
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upon us which proclaims us his, and we are sancti-
Jfied—set apart for God.”

While T was thus endeavoring to simplify the
. subject to her, it was suggested, What will she
think of those professors whom she has heard
from week to week say, “I know I am not wholly
given up to God: I know there are things in my
heart contrary to his will?” Will she not regard
the unreasonableness of such professors in a light
which will make their course inexplicable to her,
and will not their evident inconsistency destroy her
confidence in all religious professions ?

And just so inexplicable doubtless is a half-
hearted service in the eye of the world. O the
harm thus inflicted on the cause of Christ! It is
only to the degree that God’s people are a peculiar
people, zvalous of good works, that the interests
of the Redeemer’s kingdom can be promoted,
through their instrumentality. I have but little
doubt that unawakened persons often cherish the
idea that professors do not really believe what
they profess to believe. I had been urging the
necessity of an inimediate turning to the Lord, and
setting forth the danger of a moment’s delay, upon
a sinner. I told him, as you will remember I
once told you, that the sinner is condemned al-
ready, and that the sentence might be executed at
any moment, with other truths equally startling.
He was much moved, and seemed about to yield
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Unfaithful Relatives, Sympathy with Christ.

to the force of truth, when, as if he had just
thought of something to strengthen his unbeclief,
he said, “I have a brother who is a minister, also
sisters who are members-of the church, and they
have never talked to me in this way ; and I am sure
if they thought my state so dangerous as you say
it is, they would tell me of it, for if I thought that
cither of them were in such a state, I could not
rest day nor night without warning them.” Satan
succeeded apparently with this well-circumstanced
temptation in rendering his mind yet more imper-
vious to the awakening influences of the Spirit, and,
for aught I know, he is already doomed to ever-
lasting burnings. At whose hand may God require
his blood ? :

Let me still urge you, dear brother M , in
view of the perishing around you—your relatives
and friends—who are fast passing away, to seek with
earnestness to know what it is to have a perfect
sympathy with the heart of Christ, in that love
which induced him to die for a lost world. ¢ Let
that mind be in you which was in Christ.”  ZT%is
i¢ HOLINESS. If you have that mind which was in
your Saviour, it will induce you to feel and to act
just as your Redeemer would have felt and acted
were Le placed in circumstances similar to- your
own. You need this conformity to the divine
image at the present hour, if you would be clear
of the blood of all men. Perhaps the next hour
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A Wife and Mother amid her Cares.

Imay witness you in the society of some poor sin-
ner who is already condemned, and unless you are
all given up to Christ and have the power of his
Spirit resting upon you, you may fail in giving
him such a warning as his condition requires, and
another hour may witness either his sentence ex-
ecuted, or you called to give an account of your
stewardship. '

But you may have this full salvation now—just
now. Let me give you the experience of a friend
who regeived it under less favorable circumstances
than those by which you are surrounded. I had
spent the evening previous in company with her
and other friends, and had especially urged upon
her the duty of a present and entire reliance on
Christ for salvation. But though she had com-
menced the evening with large expectations,
she was still unwilling to make the venture just
now. The next morning she waked later than
“usual. She was both 2 mother and a housekeeper,
and everything seemed to shape toward a commo-
tion. Husband’s breakfast must be ready at an
early hour—children both crying at once—no help,
&c. “How well it was that you did not get the
blessing last night, for if you had, you surely would

have lost it amid these commotions this morning,”

suggested the enemy. Before being aware of the
current her thoughts were taking, she began to
congratulate herself rather than otherwise that such
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had not been the case, when this current was sud-
denly arrested by the chidings of the Holy Spirit.
“You need the blessing of holiness this morning to
keep you ; for if you yield to this influence which is
now brought to bear upon you, you will sin—and
will you sin against God?” The idea of thus
knowingly grieving her Saviour was most abhorrent
to her heart, and she said; “No, I will not sin; I
will this moment trust in Christ to save me from
sin” That moment she trusied, and felt that she
was saved! She continued to trust, moment after
moment, and continued to feel the power of Christ
to save, and greatly did her heart rejoice in the
knowledge of salvation. How sweetly was her
heart now assured of the words, «“Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace whose mind is staid on thee,
because ke trusteth in thee!” < Domestic duties
never seemed so light and pleasant as they did that
morning,” she remarked ; and she longed to get
where she might pour out her soul alone in pralses
to God for salvation from all sin.

And now, my beloved brother M——, may you
speedily be brought to an experimental knowledge
of Christ, as your “Redeemer from all sin.” My
heart is inexpressibly desirous that you should fix
your aim on knowing the full power of saving
grace. May you now, in the strength of the Lord
Jehovah, deliberately purpose that every motive
of earthly ambition shall know no higher point
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than that of standing "perfect and complete in all
the will of God. « This is the will of God, even
your sanctification.” What can be more explicit,
or more clearly exhibit your privilege, or more
forcibly present your duty, than this declaration!
Yes, it is not only your privilege, but your solemn
duty, to be holy. God commands, Bk YE HoLY.”
Surely it is not optional with my dear brother
whether he will obey this command or not. My
great solicitude for your rapid progress in the
divine “life has induced me to gather from my
portfolio several communications, which I hope
may be helpful toward elucidating the principles,
experience, and practice of holiness. Universal,
symmetrical holiness, should be the first and ab-
sorbing aim of all who name the name of Christ;
and that the papers which I now submit to your
perusal may throw some light upon the heaven-
ward way of my brother in Christ, shall be the
prayer of
Your ever devoted sister in the Lord.
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No. IX.—TO MRS. W—.

An apology—Fruits of holiness partially enjoyed—Work of the
Spirit, and tenderness of conscience at an early ago—Regrct—
Difficulties—The cost ted-—Activity r T d--—-I

dard

of experi -A darling object

breath A wrong st

° —Great things anticipated.
Dear Mrs. W——. You will be surprised on
receiving a communication so long after my pro-
mise, and I question whether I shall be able to
furnish such an apology as will render my long
silence excusable. Scarcely a day passed, for a
month or two after my return from B——, but
my thoughts recurred to the pleasure I enjoyed in
your society, and the remembrance of my unful-
filled promise -as often caused me much uneasi-
ness.

When I tell you the reason of my delay, 1
trust you will rather rejoice with me than accuse
me of remissness. There has been a great im-
provement in my religious experience, as the re-
sult of a decision made at that time, that my un-
divided purpose should be the attainment of the
witness of entire holiness.

Previous to this I had, in a degree, partaken of
the fruits of holiness: my mind reverts to some
sweet assurances that I was not without a measure
of its blessed enjoyment while on the road to
Baltimore and Washington. I am not sure but
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Early Reminiscences.

that the love which casteth out all fear then had
possession of my heart. Yes; I think I was then
enabled to “reckon myself dead indeed unto sin,
and alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.” But I did not, at that time, habitually en-
joy that abiding, lively consciousness of the seal of
consecration on all my powers, which for some
months past I have enjoyed in the rich plenitude
of its blessedness.

O how I love to exhibit to the lovers of my
adorable Jesus the riches of his grace, as mani-
fested toward me, without money or price! Iam
sure, if you but knew how unworthy I have been,
how disobedient in former time to the heavenly
vision, you would wonder, even to amazement, at
the riches of grace. That this may be the favor-
able result—yes, to furnish yourself and your be-
loved husband with new motives for adoring grati-
tude—1I will proceed to present the more prominent
portions of my experience in the things of God
from my infancy; for from that early period I
trace his hand leading me to himself.

My parents, prior to my being intrusted to
them, were rather devotedly pious. I was there-
fore early instructed in experimental religion. Of
the necessity of its affecting my life, and even in
minute things inducing a change of conduct, I
was in the morning of my existence aware. I
shall never forget the intense anguish I suffered in
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consequence of telling an untruth, when but about
three and a half years old.

This extreme sensitiveness, as to moral and reli-
gious obligation, grew up with me; so much so,
that I was sometimes smiled at for my well-inten-
tioned scrupulousness, and at other times almost
censured for carrying it to a troublesome excess.
I then regarded refuge in God as the safe sanctu-
ary for the recital of the little grievances incident
to childhood. Thanks be to God that the matu-
rer knowledge of later years has never erased the
principles thus early cherished by the operation
of the Holy Spirit, and pious parental solicitude.

Would that from these early drawings of the
Father it bad been my ceaseless endeavor to fol-
low the Lord fully ; how much more gloriously had
I, ere this, been led on by the Spirit of holiness to-
ward the attainment of that fullness of stature in
Christ Jesus, for which my soul now eagerly waits !
But Jesus forgives; yes, he forgives freely ! .Hal-
lelujah to his excellent name'!

But, to proceed. It has been my opinion, from
the survey of subsequent experience, that I, from
this early age, enjoyed a low measure of regene-
rating grace, though, for much of the time, not
precisely conscious of my state before God. How
often have I labotred to bring myself into a state
of extreme anguish before God, and wept because
of -the failure! imagining if I could only bring
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Unstcady Faith. Unwise Propensity.

myself to feel the burden of sin upon my con-
| science, to the degree which I have heard others
] express, that I could then easily come to God,
' with the expectation of obtaining the witness of
justification,

The state of my mind for years, as nearly as I
can express it, was this:—I had rather a belief
that I was a child of God ; yet I had not enough
of the spirit of adoption to cry with unwavering
confidence, ¢ Abba, Father.” O how often did I &
feela longing thirst for holiness, conscious that no- ,

- thing less could supply my need! Yet this seem-
ingly impassable barrier was ever” present, to stay
my onward progress, “ You are not yet elear in
justification.” In the strength of faith I~many
times endeavored to surmount this difficulty, by |
looking at the reasonableness of the requirement of 4
holiness, believing that Christ had purchased full
salvation for me, and as it was alrcady my pur-
chased inheritance, the sooner I entered into the
enjoyment of it, the more I should glorify the
Purchaser, by being made a witness of his power to
save unto the uttermost. And thus at times my

_ faith became almost victorious; and doubtless
would soon have triumphed, had I only held fast
the beginning of my confidence steadfast unto the
end ; yet my proneness to reason, and -also the ¢
unwise propensity I had of measuring my experi- w
ence by what I imagined the experience of others, N
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Little Progress. A Resolve, Activity required.

gave the enemy advantage over me; so, as fre-
quently as I arose in the majesty of faith to go
forward, he threw me again on my former ground.

Thus I continued to rise and fall, and conse-
quently mdde but little progress in the way to
heaven, until the early part of last June, when, in
the strength of Omnipotence, I resolutely deter-
mined that I would set myself apart wholly for
God, fully purposed that my ceaseless aim should
thenceforth be the entire devotion of all my
powers to the service of my Redeemer. This,
through grace, I then more deliberately decided

upon than at any former period. I calmly ’
‘counted the cost, which I felt would be the sur-

render of my own will in all things. I then took,
as the motto for my future guidance, and the sole
principle of every subsequent effort, entire devotion
of my heart and life to God. To this one object,
I resolved that every earthly consideration should
be subservient, fully purposed that all ordinary
pursuits should cease to be absorbing, till the wit-

ness was obtained, that the offering was accepted -

and ‘sealed. .

You are aware that I have been accustomed to
devote-a portion of my time to writing, but I now
felt that I could proceed no further in any ordi
nary pursuit. I apprehended in yet clearer light,
that God required activity in his service, and an
intense desire was impagted to glorify his name,;
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Helplessness. Tests of Divine Relationship.

but such a deep, piercing sense of my helplessness
prevailed, that it seemed as though I could not go
_forward until endued with power from on high.
Yet, notwithstanding this, hope gat.hered strength,
while the whisperings of the Spirit seemed to say,
«Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.”
Yet these convictions were not accompanied with

. those "high-wrought feelings, or that distress of
*pirit, which I had heard some speak of, as given
preparatory to receiving purity, and which I had
thought indispensable ; few, perhaps, may more
emphatxcally say, that they were led by a way
they knew not.

From the time I made the resolve to be wholly
devoted to the service of Christ, I began to feel
momentarily that I was being built up and estab-
lished in grace : humility, faith, and love, and all

“the fruits of the Spirit, seemed hourly maturing :

“such was the ardor of ‘my ‘spirit, and the living in-
tensity of its fervor, that--in the night season,
though my body partook of repose sufficient for the
refreshment of nature, my spirit seemed contin-
ually awake in communings with God, and in
breathings after his fullness.

Perhaps I should have said, that, previous to
these exercises, I had resolved on taking the word
“of God, and simply trying myself by its tests of a
new creature; determined to abide by its decisions,
without regard to my particular emotions ; assured
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that there is no positive standard for feeling, in
the Scriptures. Yet, upon reviewing my- slow
progress, I cannot but regard the fault of taking
the feelings and experience of others as a stand-
ard for my own, in place of going to the word of
the Lord, as having been my greatest hinderance.

" Inow took this portion of divine truth: « As many

as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God.” I soon found, by the light of the Spirit,
that I had conclusive evidence of my adoption. As
I had resolved that I would abide by the decisions
of Scripture, the Holy Spirit did not leave himself
without a witness in my heart. Quietness and
assurance now took possession of my breast, and
an undisturbed resting on the promises became my
heritage.

After this resolve on entire devotion of heart
and life to God, my breathings for divine con-

Qfor:mty became more satxsfactory The appeal to

my understandmg seemed: to say, “ God is all in

.all;” yet my- ‘heart did not fully attest the witness.

One exercise which I then commenced, and have
since continued with- increasing benefit, I will
mention :—It was that of makmo' daily, in form
and in the most solemn manner, a dedication of all
the powers of body and soul, time, talents, and
influence, to God.

Thus I continued to enjoy increasing happiness
in God, but not yet perfectly satisfied as to the
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A Beloved Object. Surrender contemplated.

witness—the indubitable seal of consecration. I
was kept in constant expectation of the blessing.
July 26. On the morning of this day, while with
most grateful emotions remembering the way by
which my heavenly Father had led me, my thoughts
rested more espécially upon the beloved one
whom God had given to be the partner of my life.
How truly a gift from God, and how essentially
connected with my spiritual, as also my temporal
happiness, is this one dear object! I exclaimed.
Scardely had these suggestions passed, when
with keenness these inquiries were suggested:
« Have you not professedly given up all for Christ ?
If he who now so truly absorbs your affections
were required, would you not shrink from the
demand ?” I need not say that this one dear ob-
ject, though often in name surrendered, was not

" in reality givenup. My precious little ones, whom

God had taken to himself, were then brought te
my recollection, as if to admonish me relative to
making the sacrifice. I thought how fondly I had
idolized them. He who had said, “I the Lord
your God am a jealous God,” saw the idolatry of
my heart, and took them to himself. The remem-
brance of how decidedly I had, by these repeated
bereavements, been assured that He whose right
it is to reign, would be the sole sovereign of my
heart, assisted me in the resolve, that neither should
this, the yet dearer object, be withheld.

&
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The remainder of the day, until toward evening,
was unexpectedly spent from home. The evening
I bad resolved to spend in supplication. So in-
tense was my desire for the seal of the Spirit, that

. 1 made up my mind I would not cease to plead

until it were given. Thoughts were presented as
to risk of health, &e.; but my spirit surmounted
every discouraging insinuation. Thus fixed in pur-
pose, I, in the firmness of faith, entered as a
suppliant into the presence of the Lord. As if
preparatory to a long exercise, I thought, Let
me begin just right; and though I have heretofore
entered into covenant with God, let me now par-
ticularize, and enter into an everlasting covenant,
which shall in all things be. well ordered and sure.
I imagined some extraordinary exercise, such as
an unusual struggle, or a desperate venture of faith,
d&ec., preparatory to the realization of my desire,
saying in ‘my heart, though hardly aware of it,
that some great thing must surely be wrought.
But how God works in order to hide pride from
man, I will endeavor to show you in my next.
Yomf‘___s&isn the bonds of love.
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No. X.—TO MRS. W—o. - -

A sacrifice contemplated—The surrender is made—The seal of con-
secration enstamped—Apprehends ‘a State of holiness—Exults
in the knowledge of the sanctification of body, soul, and spirit—
Scr}lples removed—Christ all {n all.

My Dear Mes. W——. I left you in my last

endeavoring to lay hold on the terms of the cove-

nant,—fixed in purpose,—surrendering myself in
the bonds of an everlasting obligation to God.

I began to particularize. The thoughts and
exercises of the morning occurred again with yet
greater power. Can God be about to take from
me this one dear object, for which life is Principally
desirable ? thought I. Looking into the future, I
said, “What a blank!” Never before had I real-
ized, that the very fibres of my existence were so
closely interwoven with his. My impression was,
that the Lord was about to take my precious hus-
band from me. The -inquiry with me was, whe-

_ther it were possible that my heavenly Father

could require me to make the surrender, when he
had authorized my love, by making it-my duty to

be of one heart-and soul with him. But grace .

interposed ; and from more mature consideration,
I was led to regard it as extraordinary condescen-
sion in God thus to apprise me of his designs, by
way of preparing my heart for the surrender.
'With Abraham I said, I have lifted my hand




FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO. 71

Obﬁgations not apprehended. Set # part.

to the Lord.” In ord, I had again and agam
made the sacrifice before, and sald “« My husband
and child I surrender. to.thee.” I had not been
insincere, but.I now saw that I had -not in fact
done that which, in word, had often been named.
Far, indeed, had I been from realizing the depth of .
.obligation which, in word, I had taken upon myself.

Truth in the inward part I now in verity appre-
hended as God’s requirement. Grace triumphed.
In full view of the nature of the sacrifice, I said,

¢ Take life or friends away.”

I could just as readily have said, “Take life,” as
I could have said, “Take friends;” for that which
was just as dear, if not dearer, than life, had been
required. And when I said, “Take him who is
the supreme object of my earthly affections,” I,
from that moment, felt that I was fully set apart
for God, and began to say, «Every tie that has
© bound me to- earth is severed.” I could now as
2asily have doubted of my existence as to have
doubted that God was the supreme object of
my affections. The language of my heart, and,
as far as memory serves, the expressions of my *
lips, were, I live but to glorify thee. Let my
spirit from hencefortliceaselessly return to the God
that gave it. Let this- body be actuated by the
Spirit, as an instrument in thy hand for the per-
formance of thy pleasure in all things. I am thiue
—wholly thine. Thou dost now reign in my heart
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unrivaled. Glory! Glory be to the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, for ever!

‘While thus glorying in being enabled to feel and
know that I was now altogether the Lord’s, the ques-
tion, accompanied with light, power, and unques-
tionable assurance, came to my mind, ““ What is
this but the state of holiness which you have so

long been seeking ?” It was enough! I now felt

that the seal of consecration had in verity been
set. God, by the testimony of his Spirit, had
proclaited me wholly his! I said, and also felt, in
such a peculiar sense as my spirit still most delight-
fully appreciates, “ Henceforth Iam not of earth ;
the prince of this world, though he may come, yet
hath nothing in me. The Lord, my Redeemer,

"hath raised up a standard against him; J am set

apart for ever for thy service I”

While thus exulting, the voice of the Spirit
again appealingly applied to my understanding,
«JIs not this sanctification?” I could no longer
hesitate ; reason as well as grace forbade; and I re-

joiced in the assurance that I was wholly sancti- -

fied—throughout body, soul, and spirit.

O with what triumph did my soul expatiate
on the infinitude of the atonement! I saw its un-
bounded efficacy, as sufficient to cleanse a world
of /sinners, and present them faultless before the
throne. I felt that I was enabled to plunge, and,

. lose myself, in this ocean of purity—yes,

~N
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“Plunged in the Godhead's dcepest sea,
And Jost in love’s immensity.”

It was enough! My spirit returned consciously
to its Source, and rested in the embrace of God.
From my inmost soul Isaid, “Lord, it is enough!”
I pause at the exclamation; for I hesitate what
langua ge to use, or what expression to make of
my views of the condescension of my covenant-
Leeping God, relative to this eventful period of my
Christian history. Ah! I have no doubt but, even
after innumerable ages of eternity have past, the
amazing condescension thus manifested for the es-
tablishment of one so fearful and unbelieving, will
be by me exultingly rehearsed to a listening mul-
titude of rejoicing angels, and cause a renewed
burst of holy triumph from the adoring throng.

Every shade of objection, or thought of scruple,
was thus by Omnipotence himself rebuked, or
rather utterly silenced. What I mean by scruples

“Should he mentioned. It is this :—Though I have

ever been a firm believer in the doctrine of Chris-
tian holiness, embracing the entire sanctification of
body, soul, and spirit, as taught from the Scrip-
tures 'by the apostolic Wesleys, and’ their cotem-
poraries; yet the terms made use of, in speaking
of this attainment, were objectionable to my mind,
in a manner which I cannot now take time to
explain. Though from early life I had felt that
I needed just the blessmg comprehended, yet the
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Propriety of the Words Holiness, Sanctification.

terms made use of I seldom used. Now there
seemed such a glorious propriety in the words
“ HOLINESS,” “sANcTIFICATION,” that I thought
nothing less than infinite Wisdom could have de-
vised words so infinitely proper.

‘What more reasonable, thought I, now that 1
have been enabled through grace to resolve on

being wholly the Lord’s, than that he should set

the seal which proclaims me his; and still fur-
ther, now that I have set myself apart exclu-
sively for his service, that he should take cogni-
zance of the act, and by the seal of the Spirit
ratify the engagement? So clear was the work,
and so apart from anything like extravagance in
feeling or otherwise, that though I had fixed my
calculations on the performance of some great
thing, such as an amazing struggle—a desperate
venture of faith—I was now ready to exclaim,
“How simple and rational! and how precisely as
might have been expected as the result of such
exercises. It is all here; I, through the Spirit’s
influence, have given all for Christ, and now he
hath revealed himself, and given himself to me,
and become my all in ALL. ‘

: Your sister in Christ;
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A Blissful Hour. A Holy Compact.

No. XI—TO MRS. W—e.

The bliss of dwelling in God—Blessings are roceived for the good
of others—Confession contemplated—What had been a hinderance
for years—IHearty submission to the order of God.

To My SisteR 1N THE Lorp, Mrs. W— I could

almost wish that the barrier preventing- thought

from mingling identically with thought, might for
this once be passed. It is thus only permission
might be gained to lay open to you fully.the

deep exercises of that devoted hour to which I

referred in my last. O that blissful hour! when

the spirit, redeemed by the blood of the covenant,
was permitted to pass through the veil of out-
ward things, and return to its Source, with all its
tide of affections, Nothing but the veil of mor-
tality, which now seemed almost drawn aside, ap-
peared to prevent the enraptured, blood-washed
spirit, coming into the full blazeof the presence of
the eternal Trinity.
Such was my sense of \dwelling in God, and
being surrounded by his pres¢nce and glory, that
it seemed as if my spirit " mingled in worship with
the heavenly / coms The exercises through

which I passed egarded as nothing less than a

holy compact, entered into between the Triune

God and the spirit which came forth from him ;

and as such have I ever since felt the power and

weight of the engagement. '
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Cost d " Confessi * Inquiry.

Not as the least of the privileges of this period

oI regard that of being permitted to count the

cost so fully. I foresaw, that, if I would perfect
holiness in the fear of the Lord, I must not lean
to my own understanding, or exercise indepen-
dently my dwn will. Also, that the blessing I
bad received was not imparted for my own enjoy-
ment exclusively ; but that, in accordance with the
requirement of Him, who, by the offering up of
himself, made this great salvation possible for me,

" I had been constituted a witness of it, for the good

of others.

" I was convinced that for years I had been hin-
dered from rising in holiness, by a neglect to com-
ply with the order of God, implied in the passage,
«With the heart man believeth unto righteous- ‘
ness, and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation ;” and though the deep quict of my soul
seemed to present a natural obstacle to anything
like personal publicity, yet I was inspired with the
resolve that, through grace, Satan should never
again triumph over me in this matter.

The requisition seemed to be (whether tempta-
tion, or otherwise, time must determine) to the

wcknowledgment of what God had done for me,
before hundreds and thousands. ¢ Can you, will
you, do it ?” was the inquiry proposed. ¢ Yes,
Lord Jesus, even before an assembled universe, if
this be thy will,” was the response of my now
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How Holiness may be lost. Symmetrical Holiness.

perfectly subdued heart. Now, though I well
know that this blessing is the gift of God, through
our Lord Jesus Christ ; yet I fully believe, if I had
not yielded to these convictions relative to confes-
sion, I could not have retained it. o/

I then felt, and time continues to confirm the
conviction, that if I should cease to comply with
the terms implied in being se¢ apart for God, as
a vessel dedicated to holy service, it would be at
the forfeiture of sanctification itself. Yet need
I state conclusions so evidently inferable from such
premises? Here the distinct idea of symmetrical
holiness first impressed me.

By symmetrical holiness I mean that result of )

entire devotion to God, which is achieved in the
perfect consistency and agreement between the various
elements of the character possessing it. Neverin heart-
felt realization did I before so apprehend the great
goodness of God in issuing to polluted mortals
the command, “ Bz vE Hory,” and for such a rea-
son, “For I the Lord your God am holy.” O,
well may angels desire to look into such a scheme !
Yours, in the fellowship of the gospel. .
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A Firm Resolve. Eventful Evening.

No. XII.—TO MRS. We—-

The advcésary_ foiled—Unbroken quiet—Tempted in a. dr
Swecet repose—Encouragement given during sleep—DPcace, the
heritage of the believer.

To My Dear Mrs. W-
pensity to reason, it was suggested that it would
require a miracle of grace to sustain me in this state
" of salvation. The example of those who were
apparently possessed of much more spiritual firm-
ness, and yet had failed in retaining it, was
presented to weaken my faith; especially the ex-
perience of the sainted Fletcher, who, at three or
four different periods, let go his confidence, was
presented to induce despair. But the adversary
wasfoiled. In the strength of Omnipotence I was
eriabled to count the cost of living a life of faith,
and firmly did Iresolve ratherto die than to doubt.
I gained beyond calculation, by the determination
that I would not reason with the enemy ; assured
if T ventured even to parley, as incthe case of the
first transgr}ssion; his suggestions would soon as-

sume the appearance of plausibility. .
O can I ever, my dear sister W- ,.cease 0
retain in lively remembrance this eventful even-
ing! Ibegan it, intending to devote it in prayerful
waiting before God. I was prevented from con-
tinuing long, by some friends calling in; but the
deep quiet of my spirit was not in the least dis-
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Manifestation expected.

. turbed by the visitors. After they had " retired, I
spoke of the sweet rest upon which my soul had-

entered to my dear sister Sarah, and then wentto
my chamber,

Previous to retiring to sleep, my reflections ran
thus :—As I have not been favored with extraor-

Ad'inary emotion, such as I have heard many ex-

press, may I not expect something especially
confirming during the night? Ihad been erjoying
sweet and hallowing communion with' God during
the night season for some time previous to this,
and now, thought I, may I not expect some ex-
traordinary manifestation during these hours of
repose 2~ Whether this should be given, or other-
wise, I felt that I was resting consciously in' the
arms of everlasting love; and the breathings of my
passive spirit were, Lord, it is enough! thou art
my soul-satisfying. portion! The assurance had
been imparted, that just the portion' of ecstasy

best fitted to enable me to glorify God would be “

given. Already unutterable peace, fresh from the
throne, was flowing into my soul, and thus I re-
signed myself to repose.

But I was made painfully aware that I was not
yet out of the reach of the enemy, even while
asleep. After the above reflections, imagine my
surprise on awaking in a frightful dream. Yes,
Satan himself, transformed into an angel of light,

~ was permitted to assault me. But the wrath of

S
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Frightful Dream.

our enemy may be made to praise the Lord. Thus
it was now. I think the narration calculated to
be useful, and, therefore, will give it in part.

I imagined myself standing in the back parlor.
All the circumstances of the evening, embracing
the precious experience I had gained, were still
vividly before me. Preséntly I was aroused by a
loud knock at the door. Knowing that all about
the house had, by the lateness of the hour, been

" quieted, and all the inlets secured, I was assured

that something was wrong: but remembering that
I was already in the power of the intruder, and
resistance in vain, I, with firmness, said, “Come
in;” when, lo! a personage, altogether unlike

any I had before conceived of, entered. Added

to a countenance fiendish in the extreme, was a
costume of the Highland order, with a covering
of thin white, and black underneath ; the black,
in many places, projecting below the white. He
harshly demanded, “Ts the doctor i m ?” «Heis
in the front parlor, on the sofa,” I replied. As
he passed me, I ran and screamed for assistance,
and was awakened by the effort.~ Quick as thought
‘the suggestion came, “Where is the expected
nrenifestation ? Is mnot this enough to call in
question the exercises of the evening ?” Iremem-
bered how sweet had been-my communion for
several preceding nights, and now to be thus as-

_saulted by the fiend of darkness was, for a moment,

-
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" Trial, Victory. An Angel.

a trial. But, blessed be the Lord my strength,
I was kept by the Angel of the covenant from
yielding to the temptation Yet there was so
much seeming reality in the assault, that my
nervous system suffered, tuch the same as though
it had been an actual occurrence; but it was thus
far only that the adversary was permitted to exert
his power. The tranquillity of my spirit was not
disturbed. All was a silerit heaven of love. Soon
I again sunk sweetly to repose, as under the
shadow of the Almighty.

In about an hour and\"ﬁalf after this I was
again aroused by these words: “Behold, I, an
angel, beseech you that ye walk worthy the vo-
cation wherewith ye are called.” An angel? an
angel? inquired I, as if .conscious of its not being
the exact phraseology of Scripture. With the ex-
clamation I again awoke, .filled with glory and

with God, sweetly assured that God had sent his -

angel to strengthen me. I arose, and returned
thanks to God. Soon after this, my*heloved hus-
band came in, who had been absent on professionai
business since quite early the preceding evening,

and was, therefore, unapprised of the glorious as-

surance of hope I had received.

I told him how the Lord had blessed me. Of
the asSault from Satan, and how the Lord had just
sent his-angel to strengthen me. He seemed over-

joyed, and regarded the condescension of God.
: 6
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The Hosts of the Lord. Their Presence.

as so surprisingly glorious, that I wondered at
him, for I felt it was only what might have been

expected. Through the power of the Spirit I -
- had first endured temptation, and then that a min-

istering spirit should be permitted to visit a fellow-
heir of glory, appeared altogether natural ; for my
mind had become so spiritualized, that I seemed to
apprehend, in most bappy realization, that I had,
through the blood of sprinkling, come not only to
Jesus, the Mediator of the new covenant, but even
““unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living
God, 'the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innu-
merable company of angels.”

Again my sheet admonishes me that I must
close ; but I shall take an early opportunity to tell
you how I have since been borne onward by the
might of the Spirit. I find a firm, abiding peace,
the heritage of the believer after havmg entered
the rest of perfect love. I daily’feel that God
requires I should be holy, in order that I may be
more useful, and, consequently, more happy. I
am ever enabled to endure, s secing the Invisible.
Having entered through the blood of the everlast-
ing covenant into the holiest, I realize daily that I
ocast anchor deeper within the veil.

Yours, in the blessing of perfect love.
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Temptation. Resolve. Effects.

No. XIII.—TO MRS. W—.

Temptation relative to retaining the blessing—Mental conflict—
Peace—Confession—~Desires to know the precise foundation of
faith—A statement of the way in which prayer was answered—
The consequences of turning out of the way gpprehende¢

To my DEAR Sister, MRs. W——. Iam happy to

avail myself of an opportunity which offers to con-

tinue the recital of the way by which the Lord
hath brought me thus far on my Christian pil-
grimage.

You may remember the temptation that I men-
tioned before relative to :the improbability of my
retaining the blessing, atid the resolve which I
made thereupon, that I would sooner die than re-
linquish my claim. I have since felt that this
resolution was entirely of the Spirit’s influence ; and
as often as my mind has referred to it, it has been
cause of intense gratitude to God. Had it not
been for this decision the enemy might have tri-
umphed over me in many of the struggles to which
my faith has since been subjected.

I felt. the binding nature of the obligation to
profess the blessing, yet whenever opportunity
offered, there seemed to be an increased effort on
the part of the adversary to darken my evidence.
Though he could nét induce me w*-%f, his

continued suggestion was, that I believed-because
~
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Intense Struggle. Victory.

I would believe. In answer to this, in the resolute-
ness of faith, I replied,

¢ Be it I myself deceive,
Yet Imust, I will believe.”

I had said, I will die in the conflict rathier than un-
loose my grasp. On the third day after I received
the blessing, the mental conflict was so great, under
the power of temptation, as to have reached ap-
parently my utmost power of endurance. I had
no sensible communication whatever, and nothing
but the shield of faith to defend me. The contest
lasted, I think, more than an hour, during which
my physical nature was so affected by the strugoles
of my spirit, that my whole frame was in feverish
excitement. The conflict continued till I was both
physically and mentally prostrated, and then, on
resting my cause wholly with Christ, I proved the
truth of the words, I will subdue all thine ene-
mies.”

It was night, and on resigning myself thus,
wearied nature sunk to repose. The next morning
I awoke at an early hour, with peace reigning in
all-my borders, and with a soul unutterably filled
with God.

Still greater confirmation followed this severe
conflict. Much'of the time my mind was kept
_ calmly staid upon God, exulting in the blessed-
“pess of the rest upon which I had entered. On
the afternoon of the sixth day (it being Tucsday,

.
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‘Wrestling. - A Reason sought.

an op‘por‘tunit‘y of which many witnesses of full
salvation avail themselves at our house, to bear
testimony) I felt it my duty to declare explicitly
the salvation wrought out for me, when I was again
most powerfully assailed with the temptation, that
I believed merely because I would believe. Du-
ring the evening I wrestled importunately with. God
that these distressing temptations might cease, and
that I might have clear, enlightened views of the
precise ground upon which I obtained, and might
retain, this blessing.

In the simplicity of my heart I expressed my
desires as nearly as I can remember thus: “Let
me have the blessing in some such tangible form,
that the enemy may never be successful in the in-
sinuation, that I believe merely because I will be-
lieve, without a reasonable foundation for my faith
to rest upon.” What I wanted was a certain
knowledge, which would always be available, by

which I might be enabled at any moment to come

at the precise ground of my belief.
My prayer was answered ; and such clear views

were given in answer to my- petition, that the ad- .

versary was completely vanquished. The Holy
Spirit took of the things of God and revealed them
unto me, by opening to my understandihg Rom.
xii, 1: “I beseech you, brethren, by the mercies
of God that ye present your bodies a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your rea-
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___Teachings of the Spirit on Rom. xii, 1.

sonable service.” Abiding views by which I have

ever since been enabled to give a reason of the
hope within me, were then imparted.

I saw that nothing less than the omnipotence

ed me thus to present

my whole being to God. That the power to do so

was of itself a miracle. That while I was thus

empowered to present every faculty of soul and

_ body a living, or, as Dr. Clarke says, a continual,

sacrifice, it was an express declaration—a truth to
be believed, and therefore not to be doubted with-
out sin, that the blood of Jesus cleanseth the offer-
ing thus presented from all unrighteousness.

This, I was given to see, was in verity placing all
upon that altar which sanctifieth the gift. So long
as my heart assured me-that I offered all, I sawit
was not only my privilege, but my solemn duty, to
believe that the blood of Jesus cleanseth, at the
present and each succeeding moment, so long as
the offering be presented. Thus I learned the im-
perative necessity of living by the moment. I
learned, that in order to maintain a constant witness
of present purification, the sacrifice to God must
be ceaselessly made. Should I discontinue the
entire abandonment of every power and faculty to
God, by shrinking from some duty because the
flesh is not mlhng, it would be at the forfexture of
a state of holiness, .

A direct path, marked with light, hath from this
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The Path. The Seal.’ Usefulness.

period been before me. I see the inevitable con-

sequence of turning either to the right hand or to
the left. I realize that holiness to the Lord con-
sists in befng set apart for his service—not doing

my own will, or leaning to my own understanding. .

But, in acting upon these principles, I am wholly
the Lord’s: not an hour of my future existence is
at my own disposal: I have willed myself overato
God, and made an absolute surrender of time,
talents, and influence, to his reasonable service: by
the power of his Spirit he hath enstamped the seal,
which proclaims me his: henceforth it is not for me
to confer with flesh and blood; the warfare upon
which I have entered is not at my own charge:
God requires that I should be holy, in order that
I may be more useful, and consequently more
happy.

In my next I will endeavor to tell you something
more of my establishment in these blessed -princi-
ples. In the mean time, praying that you and I,
with all the household of God, may be rooted,
grounded, and built up, in our most holy faith. I
rémain, . : ’

- Yours, in the love and faith of the gospel.

<
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,\\_
Advantages of Personal Holiness. :
No. XIV.—TO MRS. We—.
Heaven begun belaw—ﬂohnﬁss the believer’s strength—¢ If I get it T
I cannot keep it”™. Remaxk of Dr. B—— Mysticism—Consecration N
a simple act—Hol intained by faith—The Scrip-

tures a2 medium of communion with God—The way of the cross—
A new existence—The command, ¢ Be ye holy”—Effect on the
world. of universal holiness in the church. R —

Dear Mrs, W——. You will remember the pro-
mise in my last, relative to the continuance of my
narrative. Through grace T can say my heart is
daily becoming more rooted and grounded in those
blessed truths. My experience continually attestse_
the truth of the assertion, that the life of the be-
liever is a heaven below. 'The divine tranquillity ; . ..
the -deepened communion with the Father, Son,”
and Holy Spirit; and the accompanying increase
of love, faith, light, and humility; make it such:
while the quickened power of perception in dis-
cerning the subtilty of the tempter, together with

*  the increased power it gives in contending with
him, make this state not only the high privilege,
but the imperious necessity, of the believer. Can
a reasonable, holy, acceptable service, be rendered
without it ?

A present and full salvation would not have
been, ‘made available unless it were needed, in order
to glonfy God. Yet, my dear Mrs. W——ro we
need the experience of this salvation in order to
know ity excellency-—its entire adaptation to every
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Holiness will keep you. Mysticism. N

want.x O the fallacy of the observation, “If I get
the blessing I am sure I shall never be able to.
keep it!” It is precisely what is needed in order
to produce that stability of soul which renders us
less liable to vacillate in our Christian course; or,
in the language of an eminent minister now living—
in answer to the objection of a trembling heart,
“T fear I could not keep it”— Brother, nothing
but holiness will Zeep you.” -

Do you not think, dear Mrs. W——, that there
is- too much mysticism thrown around this bless-
ing? I have thought so, and this I believe to be
the principal hinderance with many whom I ap-
proach on this subject. With the eye of carnal
wisdom they seem to be looking at something quite
beyond their present reach. Thus they overlook
its simplicity. Now, for a soul all athirst for God,
what is more easythan to come with a purpose
fixed in the strength of the Lord Jehovah, to be
his—irrevocably his—whether living or dying : and
then, relying on eternal veracity for the acceptance
of the gift, to leave there the offering upon the
altar? Ismnot this being set apart for God ? And, in
its immediate effect, is it not the sanctification which
God demands ?* The strength required in bring--
ing the offering to the altar is wholly of God; and
would he impart the power todlo it, without fulfill-
ing his gracious design in inducing the sacrifice ?

* «Tho altar sanctifieth the gift. Matt. xxili,19
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Cleansed. Kept. The Scripture.

No! If God-dishonoring unbelief does not bind

the hands of Ommpotence, g/mighty work will at

once be accomplished.

But the declaration must be believed: “The
blood of Jesus cleanseth.” Mark! it is in the pre-
sent tense. It isa living sacrifice that is required.
I now, this moment, offer the sacrifice, and it 7s
‘cleansed—TI continue in the same act, the succced-
ing moment, and continue to feel that the blood of
Jesus cleanseth. To the soul that thus continues
to live in the spirit of sacrifice the; vemmty of the

immutable Jehovah is pledged. It is thus that -

the blessing is obtained, and also retained, by faith
in the sufﬁciency of the atonement, and a firm re-
liance on the indubitable worp oF Gop.

With most grateful reflections do I look back
upon the Way~by which I have been brought in
reference to the Scriptures. Blessed be tbe Lord
Jehovah for this chart, by-which my way has been
so luminously maﬂxed out! Would that I could
convey to your mind an idea of my hallowing, de-
lightful communings with the God of all grace,
through this precious medium, while by most un-
equivocal assurances he has made himself known
to me, and I have Joyously exclaimed, “It is the
Lord I”

I shall also ever with most grateful emotxons re-
" trace the way of the cross. In reference to some
of its most painful peculiarities, I have been led to
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Crucifixion of Nature. Witness,

exult in its blessedness, and exclaim, * O the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge
of God I’ There have been some demands to which
my nature could not have submitted unless there
had been an entire crucifixion of .it. But I do not
remember to have made one sacrifice, however un-

" accountable the nature of it at the time may have

been, without proving by subsequent ‘experience °
that my spiritual advancement required the sur-

" render. .

To the praise of Almighty grace, I ought to ac-
knowledge that he has caused me to become so
established in the assurancé that I know nothing
aright, only as taught by the Spirit, that it is my
most earnest endeavor to know the mind of the
Spirit, afd after being once convinced of the will
of God concerning me, I have never dared, nor
even wished, to hesitate in the performance of it.

Never, previous to receiving the witness of holi-
ness, did I realize that I had received the sentence
of death in myself; that I should not trust in my-
self, but in Him.who raiseth the dead. . So con-
scious have I since been, that all my sufficiency is
of God, that for worlds I would not live one day
without the witness that I have returned all my re-
deemed powers to him. Momentarily do I &now,
yes, deeply realize, that the seal of consecrationis
set.

On my first entéring into this blessed state, a
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Trembling Faith. - Inspiring Persuasion.

. constant effort seemed necessary in order to retain
it. I have thought my views and feelings at the
time, in a manner,-comparable with one who had
just entered upon a new existence, without being
precisely aware.of the principles upon which that

.-existence is to be sustained. He inhales the life-
sustaining air joyously, yet with a degree of tremu-
lousness; queries whether he can again, and yet
again, be sustained in a like effort: until the princi-
ples by which he is held in existence are gradually
apprehended, and he breathes more and. more
freely, ill at length, without even a careful thought,
he revels in new existence. Thus at first T was con-
tinually asking myself, Do I now present all? Do
I now believe ?. -This slight degree of restlessness
has since graduated into the blessedness of unques-
tionable certainty,. that I do present all 5 Ido be-
lieve.

This assurance, that all my powers are conse-
crated to holy service, gives me to feel the imper-
ative.necessity of being a laborer ‘in the vineyard
of the Lord; and this knowledge.of consecration
brings- with it the inspiring persuasion that my
labor is not in vain. “ Forasmuch as ye know that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” O, my dear
sister W—, it would be impossible, even though
time and space might permit, to describe to you

“ how comprehensive in bearing this blessing las
been upon all my experience since its reception.
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Holiness a Command. *Not optional.

The light of eternity alone can reveal the superior

blessedness of that soul, who, through the blood of
the everlasting covenant, has entered into, and
abides in, a state of holiness.

And now I cannot longer view it as optional
with any redeemed child of Adam whether he will
rise to this state or not. No! within the lids of
the Bible a more- authoritative command cannot
be found, than, “Be v mory.” And would the
command be given, and yet the power to obey it
withheld? And if empowered, by the might of the
Spirit, to live in this state of -entire consecration,
surely it-would-be to the - prmse of ‘God, that the
clear, decided witness, be given, in order that his
. Witnesses may declare it to the glory of his grace.

O that every master in Israel might teach, from
experimental knowledge, the necessity of this great
salvation! Pray fervently for this, my dear friend.
‘When this object is gained, how soon shall we see
. the armies of our Israel coming up-to the help of
the Lord against the mighty, and by the power of
personal holiness hastening the time-when the
kingdoms of this world - shall become the kmgdoms
of our God and of his Christ!

Yours, in the bonds of perfect love.
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Inquiri Convicti Talents.

No. XV. —TQ MRS. R—.

Questions—Unreasonable not to be holy—li;a.uger of:slighting con-

victions—Sad remembrances—A fearful state—Count the cost

—Décision—Self-sacrifice—The martyrs—The offense of the cross

not ceased—Self-distrust—The way opened tothe holiest—Tempt~

ations.

Dear Sistar 1x Cnms'r,—And now, dear sister
R——, how does’ Your- soul - prosper ? Has the
consecration of all your powers yet been .made?
and is the sacrifice’ accepted ? - Or are- you still
halting * between two opmwns9 Your, Redeemer
demands your entire service.. - O-that this may be
the hour when you may fully acknowledge his
claim, and render back your whole existence to
him!

I know I need not say that this is but a reason-
able service. Your would-be-devoted heart al-
ready assures you of the reasonableness of your
Redeemer’s demand. O yes! you know that it
is unredsonable not to be holy. Will you not act

_ this moment upon your convietion of duty? The

delay of-one hour may witness a great abatement
in the fervor of your desires. The very-conviction
of your need of holiness, and these restless aspira-
tions after it, are talents for which you will be held

. responsible when you give an account of your

stewardship. Yes; these are, indeed, graciouss
gifts from God. It-is Gop that worketh in you

E——
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Fearful State. Calculation. . Claim settled.

Should you now, by delay, refuse to be a worker
together with him, and thereby grieve the Spirit,
and cause the withdrawment of its operations, how
fearful would be your case! Ah! I have witness-
ed such cases, and my heart is agonized at the
remembrance. Could rivers of tears purchase the
return of these gracious influences, or any sacrifice,
however costly, it were less fearful to -trifle with,
or totreat as-of secondary importance, these God-
wrought exercises. Itisa solemn%mth,, that the
light which is .in us may become “darkness ; and
then, O-how great is that darkmess! The light
may shine ~afterward, but the darkness compre-
hendeth it not. ‘What. a fearful state !

Now is God’s time ! Will you choose any future
period ? .If so, youtake your own time. And is
not this exceedingly perilous? Do you say, “It
is but-meet that I should count the cost?” Well,
dear sister; begin just now to make the calculation,
and let it be with the decision fixed irrevocably,
that you will abide by the reckoning. I entreat
you, in the name of the Lord Jesus, to pause, and
now bring this matter. to an issue. Do you find
aught but what alréady belongs to God? Ah! the
obligation, implied in the demand of your Re-
deemer, settles the claim with unquestionable cer-
tainty : ““Ye are not your own, for ye are bought
with a price; therefore glorify God in your body
and spirit, which are God’s.”
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A Point which must be gained.

Will you not now begin to render back your
" whole existence to God ? I appeal to you in the
‘hame of the Lord of hosts—and in the presence
of those angel spirits that encamp around about.
them that fear him. Will you not now begin to
count all things loss for the excellency of the know-
ledge of Christ Jesus? There must be a point in
your experience when this is done, if you are
cver numbered with that blood-washed company,
of whom it is said, «These are they that have
conte up out of- great tribulation, hzvmg Swashed
thei robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.” Does not this imply that a self-sacri-
ficing spirit is necessary? Of this I am assured,
that no less devotion than that which carried the
martyrs through the flames, will carry us, unpol-
_ luted, through this present world. The idea that
the state of the world is now such asto make-but
little sacrifice of public opinion necessary, in order
to be a traveler in the King’s highway, is unautho-
rized, either from Scripture, or Secriptural expe-
rience. “The servant is not above his master. In
the world ye shall have tribulation. If ye were
of the world, the world would love its own; but
ye are not of the world, therefore it hateth you.”
O, dear sister, fix your eye on a BIBLE expe-
rience, and this will lead you at once to HoLINEss !
And now, will you not begin to carry out with
entire decision those views of privilege and respon-
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Self-disprust. Why delag? . Suggestions.

sibility which- were, through the Holy Spirit’s
influence, apprehended by you at the time we

met ?

You, doubtless, feel, as 1f you would fain with
full purpose commence.- But. you are distrustful
of yourself. And should you not-be dlstrustful
of self? God grant that you may ever feel that
you have received the sentence of death in your-
self. that you may not-trust in yourself, but in Him
that raiseth the dead. But, unworthy as you are,
Christ is your Saviour.” He has paid your debt,
and purchased your entire freedom from sin.
Why not this moment, then, begm to reckon your-
self dead indeed unto sin and elive unto God,
thiough our Lord Jesus C’hrq,st 2 Behold j your pre-
sent mvzleye—-—your duty! The way into the
holiest is open. The Spirit and the Bride. say,
Come! come! for all things are ready. When
Jesus bowed his head upon the cross, and said,
«Tt is finished I the veil of the temple was rent,
and the way into the holiest made .accessible for
all, through the blood of the everlasting covenant.
‘Why, then, should you delay to enter? O arise
with-a holy boldness! “The kingdom of heaven
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.”
You may be assured. that Satan will take .every
possible way to hinder you. . He will tell you that
“you. are not yet ready for the .reception of the
blessing.” When yuu;bagm t6 .venture, be will

AN
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A Present Act. God may be limited.

tell you that it is “presumptuous; you have not
Jfeeling enough ; ’tis too much the work of ima-
gination to be real; perhaps you hdve not yet
given up all ;" with nameless other suggestions..
But, in the name of the Lord, yox may say, with
David, “I can run through a troop.” _ia,

Your affectionate friend.

—— =

No. XVL—TO MRS. R—.

Power of faith—Terms of the covenant—Unsanctified resting in
creature-good—Self-denial—A Jewish offerer—The Christian’s
altar; where ?—Jt is Chirist ; it is here~The sacrifice to be of-
fared—The altar sanctifieth the gift—Sinfulness of doubting it—
The altar greater than the gift—Self-sacrifice reasonable ; our
duty; its benefits—The offering must touch the alta.r—’l'hs will
must be resigned.

My Dear Srerer,—This is just the state of salva-

tion you need. Without this establishing grace

you will ever be wavering in your purposes; and
is it not possible that you may have it even before

‘you lay this communication aside? Dear sister,

all things are possible with God, and all things are

possible to him that believeth! Do you observe
that this implies a present act—not something in
the future? « He that believeth on me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live! O the omnipotence
of faith ! the want of it may even stay the hand
of the Almighty. . You will remember. that it was
said of the blessed Jesus, ““He could-not do many
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Sanctification conditionally received. 4

mighty works, because of their unbelief.” He
cannot work where unbelief prevails, consistently
with the order of his government, a principle of
which is explicitly stated,— He that. believeth not
is condemned already.” John iii, 18.

And now, dear sister, let me again say, “ Come,
for all things are ready.” A redemption from all in-
iquity has already been wrought out for you, and
all that remains to be done is, that you acceptit, on —
the conditions specified in the word of God. One
condition, which may be readily apprehended by
an individual who is seeking to be wholly sancti-
fied, is recorded in 2 Cor. vi, 17: “Come out
' from among them, and be ye separate ; touch not

the unclean thing, and I will receive you.” Here

are the conditions on the part of God, and also on
the part of the creature. Take this in connection
with the first verse of the succeeding chapter,and
you will find a thorough exposition of the process

by which the soul is sanctified.

Are you willing to comply with the conditions ?

Ah! I fear your mind is resting on this and the

other beloved object. Your heart may be saying,

in view of some cherished idol,- “Am I indeed -

called to sacrifice this object, which surpasses all

others in desirableness ?”° Why this, probably,

is-precisely the object which God intends to de-

thrope. -You know hé is a-jealous God, and will

have no ather gods before him. ~ But. perhaps you

¥
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Obédience. Self-denfal. _Covetous Jew.

may say, “It is not an idol—it is but one of
the precious gifts of God; and can he now re-
quire $hat I should resign it 2" ‘Why, dear sister,

if it is indeed a gift. from ‘God, is not this a con- -

clusive reason why you should give it up, at the

bidding of the giver? Abraham did not know.

why he was called to sacritice his beloved Isaac;
but he conferred not with. flesh and blood, and
without questioning the right of God, immediately
obeyed.

Job said, “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; and blessed be the name of the
Lord.” * Can you not say the same? ' Perhaps
nature still shrinks, notwithstandingiall your efforts
to induce a willingness to make the sacrifice.
Well, be it so. " You know that every onward
s‘tep for the disciple of the Lord Jesus-Christ is
marked with self-denial. *If any man will be my
disciple, let him deny himself.” ¢ As-ye have re-
ceived Christ Jesus the Lord, so wal% ye in him.”
By this you are assured that every successive step
must be thus marked. An illustration is sug-

gested to my mind, which I think will help you:—

Imagine a Jew in ancient time, fully aware of the
requirements of the law demanding the choice of his
flock ; for a moment he hesitates while covetousness,
murmurs in his heart, as he gazes with increasing
interest on the valuable sactifice, until aroused by the
consideration of'what indulgerice in the unhallowad

i
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How we are sanctified. Christ present. '

»

propensity will lead ‘to, he, with decisive step,
hastens at once with his offering to thie hallowed
altar. The sacrifice is presented; and the very
moment it touches that ** altar most holy” it is
sanctified. - The sanctification of the gift did not
depend on any inherent good in"the offerer, but
upon the sanctity of the altar upon which it was
laid. The Arrar sanctifieth the mft
And now I presume that you are'saying, “ Would
that I could fird the altar! gladly would I has-
ten to it! butwhere, O where, is'the Christian’s
altar? Has God indeed provided an “altar most
holy,” whereunto the believer in Christ may come,
and upon which he may lay his offering? Had
"I a thousand miles to journey, gladly would I this

moment léave all and hasten to it ; and my al should .

- at once, and for ever, be laid upon the Sanctifier.”

Listen “to God, dear sister:—¢ We hkave an
altar, whereof they have no right to eat who serve
the tabernacle” The fact is settled beyond con-
troversy. Is your spirit asking -whether it is an
“altar most holy ?” sufficient to warrant the ex-
pectation that the altar .will sanctify the gift
which you lay upon it? Let the Holy Spirit an-
swer:. “We are sanctified through the offering of
the body of Christ, once for all.” Heb. x, 10.
The ancient altar was sanctified by modes of purifi-
cation preseribed by the law; and now,. “if the
blood of bulls and ‘goats; and the ashes of an

9
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The Altar, The Sacrifice. The Offerer.

heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the pu-
ying of the flesh, how much more shall the blood
of Christ, who, through the eterhal Spirit, offered
hlmself without spot to God, purge your con-
science from dead works, to serve the living God ?”
Christ speaks: “ For their sakes I sanctify myself,
that they may be: aanctzﬁed throughsthe, truth. »
John, xvii, 19. .
And now, what more, dear sister ? Is your heart
saying, I cannot apprehend the altar as near2”
In the name and strength of the Lord, banish the
thought. «It is nigh thee.” Say notinthy heart,
‘Who shall ascend into heaven to bring-Christ down ?
or who shall descend into the deep, to bring him
up? He is as near you this moment as you are to
yourself. And now, what is wanting -but that you,
S as a worker together with him, perform the work
il assigned you? You may have forgotten that you
""" oY are of God’s royal priesthood ; and that it is mow
S your duty to offer up continually spiritual sacri-
ey fices. The offering to be presented is as near to
you as is the altar upon which it is to be laid. The
{ description of sacrifice required is thus given: “I
; b beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
i
f

N

i ‘God, that ye present your dodies a living: sacrifice,
holy, acceptable untoGod, which is your reason-

! able service.” Rom. xi, 1.

P If the scribes and Pharisees were. reproved for .
e thinking more of the gift than of the altar
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The Christian’s Sacrifice. Its Advantages.

which sanctifieth the gift, who can portray the
guilt of that unbelief which prompts the offerer
at the Christian’s altar to doubt whether, when
he lays his offering upon the altar, it.will be
sanctified ? And yet another course, if possible,
even more dishonoring to God, is pursued by many :
it is that of thinking more of the gift than of the
altar itself. Did the temple service require sacri-
fices? . How much more commanding are the
claims of Christ our Redeemer! His cause re-
quires a whole burnt-sacrifice. The_ entire service
of body, soul, and spmt is not only a reasonable,

- but a réquired service. _Christ has purchased all

unto himself. How »unrea.sonable, then, not to live
ceaselessly in the act of returning to him all these
redeemed powers! O it is but meet that it should

*-be a living sacrifice! And is it not blessed to know

that we may thus be unto God a sweet savor of
Christ ?

Abiding here, you will realize in venty what it
is to have your life hid with Christ in God. How
can it be otherwise, than that the soul abiding thus
in humble confidence on the Lamb slain from the

the purifying efficacy of the atonement? Living in
this state, must pecessarily induce the enlistment
of all our powers in his holy service. Reposing
thus on the heart of infinite Love, the pulsations of.
his heart all beat in unison with the Saviour's.

- foundation of the world, should realize momentarily
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Sympathy with Christ. The Will, .

‘Our interests béing all identified with the interests
‘of the Redeemer’s kingdom, how can it be other-

wise than that all our sympathies should be thrown

‘out upon'a perishing world?. And is the design "

of redemption answered in any lower state of grace
than this?" If yeu live in the enjoyment of this
salvation, you will theh be constrained to acknow-
ledge yourself but an -unprofitable servant, ren-
deriig no.more than is His due, You will have
cause for deepest abasement before God, thét you
have ever neglected thus to acknowledge the claim
of your Redeerner.

If you delay presenting - the sacrifice, from any
cause whatever, you make food for repentance.
God demands present hiliness. Every earthly con-
sideration should dwindle into .insignificance in
comparison with this. Resolve, sister, from this
moment, that this demand of your God shall be
met. Say to every minor object, ““Let the dead
bury their dead.”

Remember, the offering must fouck the altar be-

fore it can be sanctified. This is God’s unalterable -

decree. With him there is neither variableness nor
shadow of turning. The act, on your part, must
necessarily induce the promised result on the part
of God. But do not forget that all is not laid
upon the altar, until that will that requires signs
and .wonders preparatory to believing is also re-
signed. This seems to be the last point about
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Holiness not Feeling. Answer to Prayer.

which the heart lingers. What you are aiming at
is koliness, not feeling. Trust the matter with God,
and he will give you just the amount and kind of
emotion that will best fit you to glorify his exalted
name; and this is all that you are' now to live for.
Your God- is now saying' unto you, “Bring all the
tithes into my store-house, and prove me hererith.”

Do it, dear sister, and you will at once know,
most assuredly, that if any man will do His will, he
shall know of the doctrine. Not to-morrow, but
NOW. ' :

Your faithful friend.

No. XVIL—TO MR. K—.

_An impression confirmed—Religi joy—T f d
Unwise inference—Holiness a state of character, not of emotion—
The disciple with Jesus in the wilderness; and on the mount—
The disciples on Tabor—The unwise’ request—The dlscxple as
his Master—-The crown coveted ; not the cross.’

Dear Sir,—Your letter conﬁrms what I sald to
Dr. P., on the evening after I parted with you.
“ Brother K——— has, I believe, received the bless-
ing of holiness, for my prayer has been turned to
praise in his behalf.” - So I said to my husband,
and this persuasion your letter verifies. You ob-
serve, “ During that night, I awoke with a sweet,
heavenly feeling, that I was the Lord’s. I felta
"perfect assurance that I was wholly his, and my
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Emptiness. The Disciple with his Master.

joy truly was unspeakable. I arose, and gave
God thanks for his great mercy to me. After an
hour or two, I fell asleep again; but, in the morn-
ing, these feelings had left me.” Had your faith
been wholly founded on the faithfulness of God,
and not dependent on your feelings, you would
not in any way have lost anchorage, as a conse-
quence of this destitution of emotion.

But it was when on your homeward journey, at
a time to which you had looked forward as a sea-
son, favorable for special communion, when alone
in the car,” that you were called to endure the

. trial of your faith more fully. It was now, you

say, that you “experienced a strange feeling of
emptiness, or a destitution of holiness.” Why say
““a destitution  f holiness,” unless you had con-
sciously taken your offering from off the hallowed
altar? If you still had power to keep all there—
to continue in the same act of presenting all
through Christ—you were just as truly in a state
of holiness then, as when filled with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory. Holiness is a state in which
all the redeemed powers are given up to God
through Christ.

The follower of Jesus may as truly be with the
Captain of his salvation, realizing close and holy
fellowship when in communion with him, as the
Man of sorrows, and permitted to know a fellow-
ship with his sufferings ; or, if possible, when driven
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The Disciples on the Mount.

with him into the wilderness to be tempted of
Satan ; or in any other conceivable state, where the
disciple may in this world be as his Master: “Ye
are they that have been with me in my tempta-

. tions.” “In either of the states glanced at, may the

lowly disciple be as truly conformed to the will
and also to the image of his Saviour, as if permitted
the enjoyment of holy fellowship with him on the
mount of transfiguration, with every impulse or
Jeeling of the heart saying, “Lord, it is good for
us to be here.”

If feeling were the -principle-commanding reli-
gious action, instead of calm, deliberate, steady
faith, how often should we be led astray, even
when in our most pious moods! Think of the dis-
ciples, who, from the impulse of exuberant, pious
feeling, desired to have three tabernacles reared,
in order that they might ever abide on the mount,
alone with the Saviour and his heavenly visitants ;
unmindful that the work of the Redeemer in
saving the world was not yet accomplished, neither

‘the work to which they, as.his disciples, were

called, in establishing his kingdom. Imagine that
the pious feelings with which they were at this
time favored had formed the principle of action,
what would have been the fate of a lost world ?
A destitution of joyous emotion, then, is not &
destitution of holiness. - On receiving an increase
of faith, or of any other grace, we ought always to
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Trials succeed Joy.

expect the trial of this faith, or whatever grace we
‘may have received, to succeed. Jesus was driven
by the Spirit into-the wilderness to be tempted of
-Satan, imniediately after being favored with special
‘tokens of the approval of his -heavenly Father.
And ought not_we, who have purposed to follow
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth, to expect to be
cariéd through a process somewhat similar, after
having received special tokens of divine approval ?
“Thus it was with you, dear brother; and there
arq reasons, of which we shall know more when
knowledge is made perfect, why it is that God
permits Satan to assault so powerfully his chosen
ones. * It is blessed to know that the veracity of
our covenant-keeping God is pledged that we shall
not be tempted- above that we are able. And it
is enough for the servant that he be as his Lord.
The violent assault of which you speak, which so
quickly succeeded the strong consolation conse-
quent on your faith, was not of forty days’ con-
tinuance.

Consider the Apostle and High Priest of your
profession,  forty days in the wilderness, and with
the wild beasts.” Did you suffer, being tempted ?
Think of him: * For in that he himself hath suf-
fered, being tempted, he is able to succor them
that are tempted.” I am delighted with some
remarks of an old writer, which have just met my

- -eye. They are so precisely suited to your case,
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Theophylact. . The Cross and the Crown.

then T might have substituted them in place of my
own remarks, had I seen them sooner. Theophy-
lact observes: “One grand end of our Saviour’s
temptation might. be to teach us that when we
have consecra.ted ourselves to God’s service, and
have been favored with peculiar marks of divine
acceptance, and the consolations of his Spirit, we
must ezpect temptations; and to teach us, by our
Lord’s example, how. we may best and most ef-
fectually resist them, even by an unshaken faith,
1Pet.v, 9; and by the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God. Eph. vi, 17.”—Benson’s Com-
ment. .
“We count them happy which endure.”” O
may this happiness ever be yours! I donot mean
to express a wish that you may be ever enduring
the fires of temptation, but that you may endure
as seeing the Invisible through whatever.trials you
may be called to pass, remembering that you * are
appointed thereunto,” and that the same afflictions
are accomplished in your brethren. It is true,
that but few covet the blessedness of that man
that endureth temptation; though many eagerly
aspire after the crown, which the Lord, the righte-
ous Judge, hath promised to give unto such.
Yours, in Christian lave.
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Struggle. Resolve. Faith.

No. XVIIL.—-TO MR. K—.

Mr., K—-'s stat: t ol‘ his Questi -Mr. KE—'s reso-
lution—Cx i ist of Mr. K—'s position—May
the sanctification of the soul be a.chmved gradually ? &c.—* God’s
‘word its own evid »’—Cor b faith and con-
fession—¢ Have I lost my wnJ.l"’-—Answer—musmuons—Tha

bedient child—Abrah ‘The Savi -Family govcmment——
Ruling by 1 Daily i i -Household dedi Re

traint—Abraham’s family—Josh Eli.

DEAr Smr,~—After the violent assault of Satan, re-
ferred to in my last, you say : ¢ Not being conscious
of having offended, I was alarmed, and renewed my
struggle ; sometimes endeavoring to consecrate my-

. self to God, and sometimes believing that the con-

secration had been made ; until I finally concluded
that I must and would believe I had given up-all,
and trust his blessed promise, and live a life of
faith. From that time to this, I have endeavored
5o to live, and yet I am not able to say that the
blessing is mine.,” I have quoted thus largely, in
order that you may review your position. You
finally concluded that you must and would live a
life of faith,

Do you mean a life of faith on the Son of God ?
Have you indeed consecrated yourself wholly to
him? And is your ‘all now being presented to
God, .through Christ, the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world ; and yet you can-
not say that your sins are taken away; that you
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The Gift and the Altar.

are cleansed from all unrighteousness—wholly
sanctified ? Surely you are not willing to assume
the position, that a living sacrifice, presented to
God through «Christ, is not holy and acceptable ?
I know you would not intentionally undervalue the
precious blood of the atoning Lamb, and yet your
position assumes it.

Your final conclusion was, to live a life of faith
on the Son of God ; that is, a life of entire depend-
ence upon his merits, trusting in him to purge
your conscience from dead works, to serve the
living God. Far be it from you to say that you
have trusted, without fully proving the faithfulness
of God. With far less guilt might one in ancient
times say, “I have laid. all upon the hallowed
altar, the altar that sanctifieth the gift, but cannot
say that it is sanctified.” Under these circum-
stances, both the word of God would be doubted
and also the inherent virtues of that altar which
God hath declared to be an altar most holy. This
is the sin which is aimed at when -Christ says,
“Ye fools, and blind! for whether is greater, the
gift, or the altar which sanctifieth the gift ?”

You come to the Christian’s altar. “ We have
an altar.” Your final conclusion is that you have
consecrated all upon this altar, which is Christ.
In view of his sacrificial sufferings and death,
should-I ask whether there is virtue sufficient here -
to cleanse from all unrighteousness; to sanctify
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¢ He staggered not.” A Growing Faith.

wholly ; what would you say ? I know you would
tell me that the virtues of this most holy altar are
amply sufficient for the cleansing of a world of
polluted mortals. Allow me to remind you  6f
your final conclusxon that i is, to live a life of falth
on the Son of God : if so, then it is upon this hal-
lowed altar that you are now resting. -

And. now, my dear brother K——, if you will
resolve to let your faith depend on the word of
God, and not upon your uncertain feelings, your

difficulties will all be at an end. This, I believe,
‘will from this time be your expg;gence Shall I

henceforth hear it said of brother K——, “ He
staggered not at the promise of God through unbe-
lief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God 2

You ask my opinion relative to the evidence of
the blessmg being received slowly, or perhaps at
intervals. We can concelve of one, who, on being
informed of a matter of great importance, at first
but partially relies upon the word of his informant ;
until accumulated evidence of the veracity of his
friend puts it beyond doubt, and he becomes estab-
lished in assurance that the word of his friend is
evidence sufficient. He then proceeds to inform
others of the fact: and if asked what evidence he
has of its being so, he gives the name of his friend,
and exclaims, “This is authority sufficient; . I
have his word, and the word of such a fnend is its
own evidence.” :
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“1 will believe.” Confession.

«“ God’s word is its own evidence,” said an ex-
cellent minister, who loves to live by faith on the
Son of God. Here let me again remind brother
K—— Oof his final conclusion, of which this forms
a part,T must and will believe that I have
given up all, and trust in God’s promise, and live
a life of faith.” Do you believe God’s promise
constitutes reliable ground for your faith? s his
word evidence sufficient to rest your faith upon 2 If
you have come to the point to rely upon it fully
as the foundation of your hope, you will not hesi-
tate in making confession with your mouth. If
you are not willing to do this, it proves that your-
faith is yet defective; for you will speak with a
confidence precisely proportionate with what you
deem to be the authority and faithfulness of Him
upon whose word you rely.

But do not forget that believing with the heart,
and confessing with the mouth, stand closely con-
nected, and  what God hath joined together, let not
man put asunder.” To the degree you rely on the
faithfulness of God, O hasten to make confession
with the mouth of this your confidence ; and to the
degree you honor God, by reposing on his faith-
fulness, will God honor you, by confemng upon
you the graces of his Holy Spirit in their rich ple-
nitude. My dear brother, let me urge you to be
instant in season and out of season, in the perform-
ance of this duty: if we meet no more in time,
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My own Will. God's Will. Tests.

may we hail each other in the city of our God,
and there joy to find our names enrolled among
those who have been foremost among Christ’s holy
confessors on-earth. ¢
‘But I observe a clause of your letter, not before
noticed, of which I' would say a word. You say,
1 fear.I have a will of my own;” but of this you

.do not seem entirely confident. -Iam glad to ob-

serve your carefulness on tlns point. O may your
conscience ever be
¢ Quick as the apple of an eye !*

But while endeavoring to ascertain the truth of
this matter, do not forget that you have an enemy
who day and night accuseth the saints before God.
‘Would you indeed be'willing to-have your own
will done, instead of the will |of 'your heavenly
Father ? Imagine that the ruling“of your des-
tiny were, in any degree, taken out of the
hand’ of God and placed at your own dispo-
sal, would you not be afraid to be intrusted
with it, in any degree? If you would at once re-
fer it all back to God, then the conclusion is evi-
dent; you have not a will of your own. But we
may have natural shrinkings from certain forms of
duty ;- -yet-if we do not yield to nature, it is still
evident that the will of God _predominates over
our own will, and all is yetin obedience to- Christ.

If a judicious parent require a child to do that
to which his nature is strongly disinclined, and the
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“Thine only Son.” ¢ As thou wilt.”

child, fearful of grieving his father, yields, though
nature still strongly shrinks, to what he knows to
be the superior judgment of the father, the child is
even more worthy of ‘commendation, than if the re-
quisition had not been painful to his nature. The
love, obedience, and confidence of the child, have
all by the act been tésted, and exhibited in a man-
ner calculated to move the heart of the father,
quite beyond what it would have been had no such
test beén instituted.

If Abraham had been required to oﬁ"er up
Ishmael, instead of Isaac, would his faith and his
obedience have been as thoroughly tested as they
were? God said, “Take thy son, thine only son,
whom thou lovest.”” When the Lord said this,
doubtless all the tender yearnings of the father for
his only son were roused even to an unusual de-
gree. “ God did not forget this, when he said,
“ Now I know that" thou fearest me, seeing thou
hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from
me.”

The Saviour also, who possessed as truly the
human as the divine nature, had a will which
shrunk from suffering: «If it be possible let this
cup pass from me, Nevertheless, not as I will,
but as thou wilt.” His will was obedient to the
will of his Father. If, in our brother K , the
human will is subject to the divine will, then he
may thank God and take courage.
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Ruling in Love. Early Intercessions.

You inquire relative to our management with
our little family ; but, as you perceive, the size of
my sheet forbids my saying much on this subject
in the present communication. We have deemed
it important
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¢ Never to take the harsher way,
‘When love may do the deed.”

v p e

And we have endeavored to cherish in their young
hearts that love and confidence which you observe.
It is certainly far more desirable to rule by love !
_ than by fear, if such a thing may be. And it is
ik my opinion that this may be done to a degree quite
H : beyond what many parents imagine. God is love,
' e and it is our earnest prayer that the atmosphere
in which our children live and move may be that
of love. We have dedicated our house to God,
and believe that he hears our prayer when we ask
‘ that his presence may abide with us, so that every
t one that enters our dwelling may feel the hallow-
Eo ing influence of the Spirit of holiness.

Before the routine of domestic duty for the
day commences, I feel it a blessed privilege to
present each member of our household individually
1! before God. After having presented myself, with aJl
i my interests, temporal and spiritual, afresh to him
through Christ, I daily plead the promise, “I will
pour out my Spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing
upon thy offspring.” Itry to claim the fulfillment of
this promise, and believe myself successful. :
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-~ Restraint. Abraham’s Family,

‘We have dedicated our children to God with an
intention of devoting them in some special manner
to his service, and are endeavoring to have their
moral and religious training all directed to this

pomt—usefulness in the church of Christ. You |

may infer from this that it is needful that their
natural inclinations should at times be crossed to
meet this point. In referemce to gay society, or
conformity to the world in dress, and other respects,
we should think it proper to exercise parental au-
thonty if there were occasion for it. © We are look-
mg for wisdom to train them in the way in which
they should go, and not in a way from which it would

be needful that they should depart, on becoming *

themselves self-denying followers of the Saviour.
< Fathers, provoke not your children to anger,
lest they be discouraged,” is an admonition -most
important in family government. But I:imagine
that the sin of Eli is far more prevalent than
that of undue family restraint. God said of
faithful Abraham, I know him, that he will com-
mand his children, and his household after him,
and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do
justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring
upon Abraham that which he hath spoken.” We
observe by this, that the parental and household
government of Abraham stood closely connected
with the fulfillment of God’s promises to him.
Firmmess and love equally blended are most es-

-



et 1 1o

- X
==
|

118 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS.

Joshua. Eli. Heaven in the House.

sential in family discipline. Courageous Joshua
“says, “I and my house will serve the Lord.” I
have feared that some professors rather prefer that
the cause of Christ should be wounded, than the
feelings of their children and other members of
their household. Thus was it with Eli. If ex-
postulation and entreaty had been the only thing
required, he does not seem to have been particu=
larly deficient. Doubtless his sin was, that he did
..not, with fajthful Abraham, cofemand his children.
You inquire about the religious state of our two
younger children—whether they are Christians. I
am not prepared to answer this question directly,
and you see I have now almost filled another sheet.
) In love; farewell.

No. XIX.—TO MR. K—o.

Remarkable visit of the Spirit—A new heart given to 2 little child—
“I want to pray more”—An accusation of the tempter—Little
‘W—— Infantile anticipation—Propriety.

Drar Sm,—Were you not praying for us as a

family the evening I parted with you? Soon after

my return home, while at supper, an unusual sense
of the divine presence came upon me, and a heaven
of love and sweetness seemed to fill the house.

Being later than usual for supper, all the members

of my family, with the exception of my two young-
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A Little Girl with a New Heart.

est children, (who had retired for the night,) had
gone to meeting. As I left the;parlor and went
up to my room, about eight o’clock; to my surprise
I found our daughter still awake, and, at her earnest
call, I went to her room. Her eyes looked as
though she had for some time been weeping bitterly,
but she was now smiling amid her tears. “ O ma!”
she exclaimed, ¢ I have been asking God.for anew
heart, and he has given it to me.” I questioned
her, but could see no reason to doubt that the
Lord had indeed visited her with his salvation.
Among other things, she said, “ But Satan told me
something very naughty.” She. hesitated for a
moment as though it were something that. she
“hardly dared repeat, and then observed, “ He said
that I should never go to heaven ; but I asked the
Lord, and he told me if I loved and served him I
should.” She seemed very happy in the love of
the Saviour, and' as I observed before, the whole
house seemed filled with a heaven of love.
Little. W then called me to his room, and a
divine influence seemed to be resting upon him
-also. “O ma!” said he, “I want to pray more
than my own prayers.” I remained some time in-,
structing him in answer to his many inquiries, some
of which surprised me much, inquiries which I
knew must have been prompted by the direct influ-
ences of the Holy Spirit on his heart.
In consequence of not being home as early as
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“What is it to give my Heart to God 1’

usual, I had not conversed with these little ones as
I generally do, especially on sabbath evenings. It
was clear to my mind, therefore, that the feelings
of my dear children had not been produced by any
external influence.

The accuser had been suggesting, that in not
being with them when they retired, I had neglected
an obvious duty, for that which was questionable ;
but on finding them so unexpectedly receiving the
gracious teachings of the Spirit, the Holy Com-
farter said to my heart,

“Fix on God’s work thy steadfast eye,

So shall thy woik be done.”
I should not like to answer your question, that is,
Are these children Christians ? unhesitatingly. But
I will say, that from their earliest existence we have
given them up to God. 'We believe that the Lord
in some special manner recognizes the surrender,
and gives the more direct influences of the Holy
Spirit as a consequence of their being set -apart for
his service.

They love to talk about spiritual things, and -
from the dawn of reason have manifested much in-
terest, and sometimes deep emotions, while I con-
versed with them. A few months since, little W-
asked this question, “ What is it to give my heart
to God?’ Bishop H—— was with us, and he
took the child on his knee, and with most heavenly
sweetness told him in a manner suited to his capa-
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%1 mean to be 2 Minister.”

city just what it was to give his heart to God.
After which, W——, in a solemn and impressive
manner, said, “I give my heart to Jesus Christ.”
This was a memorable period, and he since says
that he has given his heart to God, and I would
not dare say he has not done so. When he is
asked, as is often the case with such little creatures,
‘What do you intend to be ? ~ His almost invariable
reply, whether to wordlings or others, is, I mean
to be a minister, if God will make me one.”

‘We have set him apart for that work, with the -

prayerful desire that he may be called of God, as
was Aaron. “The harvest is great, but the laborers
are few.” In view of the need of faithful laborers
it scems most reasonable, and not unauthorized by
the spirit of the word, that pious parents should
thus set their children apart, not with an idea that
they are to decide the matter, but to order their
entire moral and religious training in such a man-
ner as may best fit them for the service of the
sanctuary ; and then, if the thus consecrated one
is not sure in after life that he is “moved by the
Holy Ghost to preach the gospel,” he will, by pious
culture, have beenfitted for other work in the vine-
yard of the Lord. -

But if a case should occur in which a person
thus dedicated to the ministry should not be called,
it would be unlike any case I have yet met with.
In reference to little W——, we cannot help trea-

.
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‘I wish I was in Ezico.” Sunday News.

suring up in our hearts these indications that he
has received something like a baptism into the
Spirit, of what may be his work, and we take
courage. This morning he said, “I wish I was
in ¢ Ezico, (Mexico;) they fight there!” I felt
troubled at his saying what seemed so unlike
himself; and chidingly said, “Why, W——, they
are wicked there because they fight, and if they do
not take care they will soon all go to the bad place
together:” “I thought I might go and tell them
i that it is wicked to fight,” he replied. On sabbath

o morning a boy was crying “ Sunday Morning News”
past the door. W—— came to me with a saddened
countenance and said, “ Do you not think I had
better run and tell him that it is wicked to sell
papers on Sunday? it may be he does not know
how wicked it is.” - This is but a specimen of the
way in which he often talks. I think you will with
us conclude, that God is not unmindful of the con-
secration which we have made of our children to
his service. And it is because we think this a most
important matter that I have so much at length
I answered your inquiries.

o i
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Yours, &ec.
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An Undivided Saviour.

No. XX.—TO MR. K—.

Faith receives Christ in ali his offices—Distrustfulness—Illustra
tion—A specific kind of unbelief pointed out—The Bible the voice
of God to man—Reference to 2 Pet. i, 21-—~Profession on the au-
thority of the worp urged—Waverings in faith sinful—Triumphs
of Satan—Loss to'the church—Slight notions of the sin of unbe-
lief lamented.

DEear Si,—I1 had hoped that my dear brother'
K—— had counted the cost of living a life of
faith on the Son of God ; yes, of faith on the Son
of God, and of faith on him in all his relations to
you. He is your Prophet, Priest, and King. Re-
member, brother, Christ is not divided. If heis
received at all, he must be received in all his
offices. You cannot be saved by receiving him as
your atoning Priest, while you reject him as your
reigning Sovereign or your Prophet—your Teacher. -
You have faith in the efficacy of his atonement as
Priest. You, doubtless, consent to his control as
your King. But, brother, may the Spirit mightily
convince you of the necessity of an unwavering .
trust in all his teachings! His « words are Spirit,
and they are life.” .

I imagine you say, *Sister P has mistaken
my position. It isnot the word of God I distrust.
It is myself. The language of my heart ever is,

¢Lord, I believe thy every word,
Thy every promise, true.’” X

And yet, brother, I think, on careful examination,
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The Whispered Doubt. One Point.

you may find yourself in some degree given to
distrustfulhess. To the degree you are so, you

dishonor God: If Christ, robed in human-flesh;

were now standing before you, repeating words
of living truth in your ear, and should a distrustful
look cloud >your brow, or words betokening a hesi-
tating faith fall upon the ear of the listening mul-
titude, would not the Saviour’s heart be pained,
and his name be dishonored before the whole
assembly ? -

, But you may desire to know whether I can
direct to one point avhere your faith in God is de-
fective. Perhaps I may discover to you more
than one, if, through the Holy Spirit’s influence, I
be' successful in placing before you what I think
I perceive. You say, “Were I only sure I hod
given up all, 1 could at once believe, irrespective
of frames and feelings. The promise, ‘I will re-
ceive you,” I could at once claim as my own, and
thus, in obedience to God, I should be empowered
to cleanse myself from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit.” One point, marking the defectiveness
of your faith, is here. You labor prayerfully to
be sincere, and then, just as well as you know
how, you give yourself wholly up to God through
Christ. After making this surrender, you ask if
anything is kept back, that it may be clearly dis-
covered. . But, in answer to these intercessions,

nothing further is revealed. Just here a promise

PO
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“The Just shall live by Hearing.”

meets you: “If in anything ye be otherwise mind-
ed, God shall reveal even this unto you.” Now,
why do you not believe the word of the Lord ?
It is just the promise which you need at this point
in your experience. God is now saying this to
you, and you are doubting him, and by this he is
dishonored. Yes, unbelief is @ sin. If you con-
ceived the word of God a sufficient foundation for
your faith, and were not looking for some evidence
apart from this, you would believe. ¢ But is it not
through the direct agency of the Holy Ghost that
I must believe?” Yes; but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost;
and you will, indeed, prove these words are spirit
and life, as soon as you fully rely upon them. Yes,
you will realize that the Holy Ghost hath given
them a life-giving energy,—
¢ To him that in thy name believes,
Eternal life with thee is given ;
- Into himself he all receives,
Pardon, and holiness, and heaven.”

The Bible is the voice of God speaking to man.
If holy men spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost, the words thus uttered are ‘in verity
the words of God, as though they were feard
sounding forth from the highest heavens. If they
were héard, faith were no longer requisite. If this
were the order of God, it would have been written, -
The just shall live by kearing, or something

]
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Faith better than Sight.

answerable thereunto. Or, if this were the better
way for man in his present state, God had ordained
it. But the holy apostle Peter, who had both
heard this voice which came from heaven, and was
also an eye-witness of his majesty, does not pro-
nounce the indulgence of these senses the surest
way for establishing the heart: «“We have also a
more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do well
to take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day-star arise
in your hearts, knowing this—frs, that no pro-
pf]ecy of the Scripture is of- any private interpre-
tation, for prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

I note this most mportant passage, with the
hope that you may, as in the presence of God,
mark, learn, and inwardly digest; and from this
time believe, when you comply with the conditions
upon which the blessings which you need are pro-
mised, that they are already yours. The word is
nigh thee, in thy mouth and in thy keart. I will
return to the point which I may seem to have left,
but which, in truth, I have aimed at in the fore-
going remarks. Now, should you believe, when
you ask God to discover to you anything which
may be unrevealed, that he fulfills his word to you;
in your confessions before God and man, you would
say, ¢ Through the power of the Holy Spirit, I am
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Confession on the Authority of the Word.

now - wholly given up to God. I have laid all
upon the altar.”” ‘Were an inquirer to ask, “What
authority have you for speaking so confidently of
your state?” you would reply, “I have the au-
thority of God’s word. Upon this alone my con-
fidence rests. I,'in sincerity, have given myself
wholly to him. I Zave the promise that he will
receive me when I make the surrender; and I
cannot now believe otherwise than that he does
receive me, unless I doubt his word, and this were
in itself sinful.” < But, perhaps, there may be
something undiscovéred, which may mar your sa-
crifice, and render it unworthy the acceptance of
God.” <«Iam bound to believe that the Faithful
and True fulfills his word to me; he cannot deny
himself. I have asked, if there be anything with-
held, or if in anything I be otherwise minded, that
God will reveal even this unto me; and now it
were, indeed, most dishonoring to God, for me
to doubt his faithfulness in this respect.” Just in
proportion to your confidence in the faithfulness
of God would be the strength of your testimony
in your confessions of what he had done for you.
O if these doubtings and waverings were-only
regarded among professed believers as sinful, as
they are in reality before God, what a dif-
ferent state of experience would the church pre-
sent! Satan, surely, is peculiarly successful in
blinding the minds of multitudes who believe in
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An Unvanquished Foe. Great Loss.

the attainableness of the rest of faith, relative to
the enormity of this sin. 'When one who has been
brought out of the bondage of spiritual Egypt
arrives at the borders of the promised land ; if an
enemy, perchance his last unvanquished foe, pre-
vent his leaping over, even though but within
one step of his long-sought rest, what a victory is
gained! Shall an enemy, capable of detaining his
victim for days, months, and even years, at this
point, be thought of as an enemy of small moment ?
Sl*all a foe, possessed of power suﬁicient“\ to keep
hundreds among the ministry, who are sincerely
endeavoring to gain the rest of faith, and thousands
also among the laity, who, for years, haye been
uttering strong desires for its attainment, O shall
such an enemy be régarded as a slight foe? But, .
alas! too well does Satan succeed in keeping the
understanding of multitudes in comparative dark-
ness, relative to the aggregate loss of the church
in the holiness of her membership, through this’
form of unbelief.

‘Why do you not enter into the enjoyment of full
salvation ? asks the inquirer of one who would be
a sincerely devoted follower of Christ. = “ I cannot
say why,” says the latter, « unless it be my unbe-
Lief. I have for a long time been seeking, and
I know of nothing that I would not be willing to
sacrifice for its attainment ; and I conclude, that it
can be only my unbelief which keeps me from the
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‘Wavering. « Only Unbelief.”

enjoyment of this my promised inheritance. I
know that the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence,
and also that God hath made it my duty to believe,
and frequently I have almost made the venture,
but again I waver I” Sosays the doubting one: as
if it were comparatively a small matter to indulge
in these vacillations of faith; and this, too, when
it is the word of the unchangeable Jehovah which
we claim the privilege of credltmg or rejecting at
our pleasure.

I have not yet finished what I would communi-
cate on this subject, for my heart is indeed full;
but circumstances render it inexpedient that I
should write more at present. I will give you my
thoughts more fully, soon.

Yours, &e.

No XXI.—TO MR. K—.

¢ Only unbelief”—Ancient Israel—Borders of the promised le;nd
reached—Met and vanquished by an enemy—Who was it 7—God
dishonored by unbelief. L.
Drar Sir,—0 how mﬁmte in lmportance is the
point which the arch deceiver gams by the little
words “ oxLy unbelief!” Here is just where for
months past the' enemy has gained a signal victory
over my dear brother K——. Not only over your-
self has he tnumphed but, according to your own
acknowledgment, the pregxous cause of Christ has

/
/

/
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Circumstances favorable to Usefulness.

suffered loss, by your not being in the enjoyment
of this blessing. You say, «I feel that if I had
the blessing, the circumstances in which I am placed
would be peculiarly favorable to my usefulness.”
How many might have believed through your tes-
timony, had your unbelief been given .up, when
you gave up every other sin? - Why was this ex-
ception persisted in? Surely, brother, you,did
not consider how derogatory to the character of

God it is to doubt his-word. Relative to the en-
ormity of this sin, well may God complain of you
and many others, as of ancient Israel, “ My peop]e

doth not consider.”-

Let us, dear brother K—, for a moment glance

at the nature and consequences of this sin. Think

of Israel. God, with a high band, and an out-

stretched arm, had brought them up out of the

house of bondage. The Red Sea was safely passed

by a miraculous interposition, and Israel looked on

and beheld the destruction of his enemies, as they

were overthrown by the power of the “Highest.

they led forth through the wilderness. One ob- '
stacle after another, most formidable in prospect,
had been overcome by the power of God, until
they had become fully instructed relative to the
alm1ghtmess of his hand to deliver, when they
arrive at the borders of the promised land. They
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Gently, as a nurse cherisheth her children, -were-

have escaped their Egyptian task-masters. They--
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A Terrible Foe Dreadful Doom.

have passed the Red Sea. The parched and howl-
“ing wilderness, too, has been traversed, and the

hosts of Israel stand at Kadesh Barnea ready to

enter in triumph upon their long-sought rest.

Just here, they are met by a foe more formida-
ble than the hosts of Pharaoh, more terrible than
the sea or the desert. That foe subdued them and
drove them back into that terrible wilderness, where
they wandered till the bones of that whole genera-
tion were strown bleaching on the sands. Who
was that mighty foe of Israel? Paul tells us.
«They entered not in because of unbelief ”’—* oxr¥
UNBELIEF.” :

Ah! when Israel discovered the consequence
of this one act of unbelief; when they saw
that they had thereby so greatly displeased
God, that they were for ever debarred the privi-
lege of entering that land, in prospect of which
their journeyings had beer commenced, and con-
tinued down to that point of time, when God sware
that they should not ‘enter into his rest; O, think
you, that they were disposed to speak of unbelief
as a light matter? As their doom was being ac-
complished, and they were, one after another, fast
falling in the wilderness, do you imagine that they
were prone to look back and say, O, it was orly
unbelief ? o

Now, if Satan succeed in blinding our minds to
the formidableness of this enemy, O-is not this in-
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The Sin of Israel. ‘Waverings.

deed a mighty achievement? I need ‘not say that

the honor of God is as truly concerned in us his

_ spiritual Israel; “being delivered out of the hand

" of our enemies that we might serve him without fear,
in holiness and righteousness before him, all the days
of our life;” as it was in the deliverance of his
ancient people. How greatly was the name of God
dishonored by the sin of Israel in their refusing to.
enter; and O how greatly is our heavenly Joshua,
the ﬂaptam of our salvation, Who hath undertaken
to bring his redeemed people into this Canaan of
rest, dishonored, when we by our unbelief refuse
to enter!

Dear brother K——, be no more of a doubtful_
mind. Give up your waverings: “For he that
wavereth s as a wave of the sea, driven with the wind
and tossed ; for let not that man think that he shall
receive anything of the Lord.” ¢ THis is the com-
mand of God, that ye believe.” Is it left optional
with yourself whether you will obey this command ?
How presumptuous to doubt God! Resolve that
you will do so no more. Be without variableness
or shadow of turning in your purposes. To the de-
gree you are otherwise, instability in experience
will be your portion. “If ye will not believe,
surely ye shall not be established.”

In Christian love, yours,
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Roll away the Stone. Valley of Decision.

No. XXIL-_TG MR. P

Difficulties in the distance—Humility and decision—Divine protec-
tion—Daniel—Workers together with God—Witness of the Spint
—Distinction between faith and sight—Abraham ; his patient faith
—The wavering one.

DEear Sir,—On looking at difficulties in the distance,
how oft have travelers in the heavenly way ex-
claimed, “ Who shall roll us away the stone ?”
when, on coming up to the dreaded point, they
have found the stone already removed, and a risen
Saviour ready to meet them-with his comforting
smile. Thus, my dear brother P:,-you found it
relative to the long-dreaded difficulty, which was
matter of such serious forebodings in your last.

«The day of the Lord is near in the valley of
decision.”  You, dear brother, are being led by the
Spirit low into the valley of humility, and doubt-
less this is only permitted, that God may in due
time exalt you. His word is pledged, that if any
man will do his will, he shall know of the doc-
trine. - You, my brother, have decided at every sa-
crifice to #now; in order that you may do, the whole
will of God. Through the energies of the Holy
Spirit, which have been momentarily imparted,
through the intercessions of Christ, you have, day
and night, sleeping or waking, been sustained in the
absorbmg desire to stand perfect and complew
in all the will of God.-
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A Miracle. Satan restrained. - Danlel.

To be thus kept amid so many opposing influ-
ences, is of itself a miracle.'' Imagine that the
decree should pass the throne of Heaven, that you
for five minutes should be left to the will of your
enemies. An entiré destitution of every gracious
intention, or desire, would in a moment succeed.
Desolation of body, mind, and estate, exceed-
ing the desolations of Job, would be the immedi-

"ate consequence. Limits, as you will remember,
were, by the fiat of the Almighty, set to the power

- of Satan, when Job endured the trial of his faith.
But for the present and continuous intercessions of
your Saviour, inconceivable power would at once
be given to Satan over body, mind, and estate.
Yes, brother, you are “ kept by the power of God,
through faith, unto salvation ;” and every moment:
you are thus kept, you may exultingly sing,

¢“I°'m a miracle of grace ”

How do you suppose Daniel felt when he stood
among the lions? He well knew that if his God
had not sent his angel to shut the mouths of the
devourers, his doom had been inevitable. Do you
not think he ever afterward regarded himself
as a peculiar monument of the saving grace of
God? But he was not in reality more so than you
are; for the roaring lion, who seeketh whom he
may devour, is ever prowling about your path,
and every moment you are preserved, it is by
the miraculous intervention of divine power.
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God at Work. Faith and Sight.

Your letter was encouraging to my faith in
your behalf. Yes, my brother, it is God that
worketh in you. Even now, while you are read-
ing this communication, our God, who hath said,
“I am the Lord which doth sanctify you,” is car-
rying on the sanctifying process in your heart.
¢« But when shall I be enabled to testify, that I
have the direct witness of the Spirit, that I am
wholly sanctified ? This I believe to be my privi-
lege.” Yes, brother, this I also believe to be
your privilege, and this I am sure you will have
the moment you unwaveringly rely on the pro-
mises” of your faithful God ; for the Spirit bears
testimony to the truth of the word, when
with perfect confidence we rest upon it. It is
true, that you may not have any sensible manifest-
ation, by way of assuring you of the acceptance
of your offering, as the émmediate consequence of
your faith. To the degree manifestations ad-
dressed to the senses are given, the necessity of
faith is precluded ; but it is written, « The just
shall -live by faith,” not by sight.

‘When the father of the faithful saw the hea-
venly fire descend, and with his natural eyes was
beholding the consuming process, as the flame
steadily ascended heavenward, was faith in any
way necessary, by way of assuring him of the ac-
ceptance of his offering ? Surely not; for open
vision precluded that necessity. But this sensible
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Abraham’s Patient Faith.

assurance would not have been given, had not a
continuous act of steady faith preceded it. Had
he, after laying his offering upon the altar, re-
moved it again from that hallowed shrine; had
he, forgetful that he had need of patience, yielded
to weariness, from watching the consecrated offer-
ing, and then began to indulge in questioning why
the Lord should so long delay the expected token
of acceptance ; and then, turning his mind off from
the faithfulness of God, indulged in various con-
jectures, expressive of unsteady faith; would Abra-
ham, amid these waverings, have received any-
thing from the hand of the Lord? Surely the ap-
pellation of the ¢ father of the faithful” had not been
given him; for in reference to the wavering one,
our God hath said, “Let not that man think that
he shall receive anything of the Lord.”

O that my dear brother P—— may be an ex-
ample to believers, in faith and purity, as well as
in doctrine ! Yours truly.

P. S.—I perceive that I have not fully answered
your letter. “Your numerous inquiries demand
much more time than I can command at present ;
but I will write from time to time, as circum-
stances may permit.
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Promises Misapplied. Not willing to be holy.

No. XXIIL.—TO MR. X

Premature application of the promises—Not willing to be holy—
Paul’s concise statement of the way to holiness—Distinction be-
tween ation and sancti ion—Obedi must precede
appropriating faith—Wickedness of removing a sacrifice from the
altar—Thomas—The will ; its language—Of one who gave up his
will.

DEar Smr,~—TI think many err by urging the pro-
mises upon those who have no right to them. It
was only this morning that a friend observed {o
me, “I asked brother L how his mind stood,
in relation to the subject of holiness. He acknow-
ledged his need of the blessing, and said that he
desired it.
“<Can you conceive of any reason why you do
not receive it ?’
<1 do not know, unless it is my unbelief.
This friend then began to urge the promises
upon him ; but she soon found that he rather need-
ed the threatenings which are denounced against
those who are unwilling to. be holy, as he soon
afterward frankly intimated (and as though it were
a light matter) that he was not willing to conse-
crate all to God. This-brother, then, according to
his own concession, was not willing to be holy.
How unsuccessful would have been the solicitude
of his anxious friend, though she had continued
hours longer in endeavoring to overcome his un-
. belief, by urging the promises upon him! It is my

19
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Laborlost. C ation.  Promi: Cl

opinibn, that a large amount of well-intended la-
bor, in urging persons to lay hold upon the pro-
mises, is lost precisely in that way. e
Paul, in his Second Eplstle to the Corinthians,
chap. vi, 17, 18, and chap. vii, 1, presents the way
by which holiness may be attained, in the clearest
and most concise manner. The question, “Is con-
secration entire sanctification ?” is here also fully
met. First in order stand the terms of the cove-
nant, “Come out from among them, and be ye
separate, and touch not the unclean thing.” Next
come the promises, “ I will receive you, and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” Here,
then, is entire consecration, and immediately follow
the promises, which, the moment the conditions
are met, are given to the seeker, (and not one mo-
- ment prior to this compliance,) and yet the apostle
addresses the thus consecrated one, as not yet
cleansed from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit !
But he admonishes the humble aspirant, as already
in possession of the means by which he is fo cleanse
kimself—not as though he were to accomplish this
work unaided by the power of God. No. Having
these promises, which the Lorp JerOVAR gave him
the moment he made an’ entire- consecration of
himself, he is at once directed to the next step-in
order, which is to appropriate the promises; and
from that point he goes on perfecting holiness in
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- Premature Attempts to believe.

the fear of God. It is thus that the words of the
Saviour, “ Sanctify them through thy truth, thy
word is truth,” are illustrated in the experience
of the disciple. )

Thus we see how obedience to the primary in-
junctions of the word must precede the act of

_appropriating faith. Ashas been before premised,

the difficulty which most persons find in endeavor-
ing to exercise that faith which appropriates the
blessing, comes through the effort to believe, before
the steps which should precede it are taken. Sup-
pose Abraham had tried t6 believe that his offering
was “ truly acceptable,” defore he had laid it upon
the hallowed altar, How inconsistent! Imagine
that he had even brought it within reach of the
altar, and yet had not laid it upon that “most
holy” place, would it have been sanctified ? But,
after it was once laid there, was it any more at
the option of the offerer ? No. It was no more at
his disposal, than if it had been borne away by
Gabriel, and laid upon the throne of the Eternal,

_the moment it touched that altar, by the virtue of

which it was sanctified to God. If God saw fit,
for the trial of his faith and patience, (and shall we
say his honesty also ?) that it should for a season
remain, in order that these various graces might
_be tried, it was not for him to dictate. Had Abra-
ham yielded to impatience, and again resumed the.
offering and appropriated it to his own use, it
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Sacrilege. ¢« I will not believe.” Great Mistake.

would have been a most sacrilegious act ; for the
offering was no more his own—no more in any
possible way at his own disposal. Had he thought
of it as otherwise than wholly sanctified, he would
have greatly dishonored God by his want of faith
in his word: “He that believeth not, maketh God a
liar I” '
But does an offerer at the Christian’s altar really .
give up all, until he gives up his unbelief? There
are many who imagine that they have given up all,
who still retain their own will, especially on this
point—except they see signs and wonders they
will not believe. With unbelieving Thomas they
say, “Except I shall see "—thus and thus, according
to some preconceived plan—“I will not believe.”
And thus it is, though willing, perhaps, to surren-
der everything else, they hold on to this point,
« Iwill mot believe, except—.” The real position
of such persons seems to be expressible as follows :
Unless the high and holy One shall come down
to meet my will, and give me the witness of this
salvation, in a way to meet my own views, as to
the manner of its reception, « 7 will not believe.”
‘What an egregious mistake is here! If it had been
said, “ If any man will do %ds own will, he shall
know of the doctrine,” then there were some hope
of the will of such being met. But since Jesus
hath said, «“If any man will do m1s will, he shall _
know of the doctrine,” no hope remains for the
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A Man without a Will,  Belief without a Sign.

entire sanctification of such, until the will be sur-
rendered.

This surrender of the will may, to some, seem a
small matter; but to me it appears tremendously
great. If a man resigns his will to another, the
identity of that man is, in every important sense,
lost. His words and actions are all expressive of
the mind and will of the other, not of himself.
Thus, when the will is wholly given up to God, that
person will, in all the minutize of life, in word and
actiom; present a transeript of the mind and will
of God.

An interesting case, corroborative of the senti-
ments just expressed, occurred at our house some
time since. A lovely young brother, now in hea-
ven, had said in the Tuesday afternoon meeting,
I do not obtain the blessing, and yet it seems to
me I am willing to consecrate all.” After the
wmeeting had closed, I addressed him thus :—

«If I should tell what you have not given up,
would you endeavor now, in the strength of the
Lord, to make the surrender 2 «I will.”

“Itis here. You, doubtless, give up all but
your will, which requires something besides the word
of God as a foundation for your faith: ¢Except
ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.’
But God says, No other sign shall be given you,
than that which has already been given; that is,
the worp oF Gop:~ Are you now willing to rely

R

o
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Just the Difficulty. U ious Faith. Intellectual Faith,

upon that alone, and trust God to give whatever
emotion he may judge best as the fruit of your
faith ?” He saw just where the difficulty had been
—made the surrender of his will, and received the
end of his faith, even the full salvation of his soul,
and the witness of that salvation.

I cannot precisely see how one can believe, and
yet not know it. If this be a truth, I need further
instruction on this point. I prefer the good old 3
Scripture doctrine, “He that delieveth hath the , 3
witnkss in himself.” Yours, &c., in love. :

No. XXIV.—-TO MR. P—. i

Temptation ‘as to the genuineness of faith—¢ Man-work”—Fait‘,h
without works—¢ Workers together with God”—Queries about
self-sanctification—Answers—Scriptural test—Exhortation. |

DEaz Sir,—You seem to be afraid that there ﬁ/lay
be too much of your own works and doings in this
way of receiving the blessing. Satan tempts you
that your faith is a mere intellectual effort, and not
that faith which is through the operation of the
Spirit. If your faith produces such works as prove
the leadings of the Holy Spirit, you need nothing
more to settle your mind on this point. The effect
of righteousness is quietness and assurance._ Per-
haps if the faith of believers in general were more
intellectual, it might be more efficient in its opera-
tions. I do not desire to believe anything in such
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/a way that T may not give a reason for my hope
/ from the -Bible. I hope you may have come to
" about the point in your heavenward journeyings

where  wisdom and knowledge shall be the sta.
" bility of thy times and strength of salvation.”

« But is there not danger of being too much ab-
sorbed with man-work? I want to have the work
of my salvation all Spirit-work, so that I may never
in any degree walk by sparks of my own kindling.”
This then makes it all important that you should

have a purely Seriptural experience, and not one-

- merely conformable to what you witness in those
who are alike fallible with yourself. Man stands
intimately connected as a worker together with
God in the work of his salvation.

Is not the more general fault of professors that
of seeking to be justified by faith, without such
works as God hath ordained, as the necessary pre-
requisites to an appropriating faith ? I think by far
the greater number of difficult cases that I meet
with are of this description. “How can ye be-
lieve which receive honor one of another, and seek
not the honor that cometh from God only 2 When
Paul said, «I beseech you, therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service,” did he not mean that they,
through the power of the Spirit, should bring the
sacriﬁce, and lay it upon the altar? Would God
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Abraham justified by Works. The Spirit’s Help.

have commanded this without giving power with
the command for the performance of it? God
will never do our part of the work, neither does he
require that we should do his. It is God that
worketh in us, but we must work out our own
salvation with fear and trembling.

“Was not Abraham, our father, justified by
works, when he had offered Isaac, his son, upon
the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his
works, and by works was faith made perfect, and
the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham
believed God, and it was imputed to him for
righteousness: and he was called the friend of
God.” “But does not this savor too much of
sanctifying ourselves, instead of recognizing the
Holy Spirit as the sanctifier? I want to lmow,
most gssuredly, that I am sanctified ﬂuougk the
Spirit.”

Let me ask, brother, how were the first movings
in your heart, prompting you to seek a state of
holiness, induced ?  'Was it not by the power of
the Spiri¢ that you were incited to take the first
step toward the attainment of this gracé? And
now, that you have for weeks past been sustained
" in a state of progression toward it, have you been
enabled to go forward in your own might, or have
you been empowered by the might of the Spirit
for every progressive step? And when you were
gradually brought to submit to what you felt to
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The Spirit’s Leadings and Testimony.

be an entire crucifixion of the flesh, I need not ask
how you were brought to this point, for I am sure
you will acknowledge the direct agency of the
Holy Spirit. What abundant cause have you, my
dear brother, to thank God and take courage.

= “In your last you acknowledged that you had
been testing yourself in order to ascertain whether
you were in truth led by the Spirit, and the result
was, that you were enabled to settle the point in-
controvertibly by the Secriptures, that you were
indeed thus led, and consequently a child of God,
and if a son, then an heir of God, and joint heir
with Jesus Christ. In order that you may be
brought into the enjoyment of all those high and
holy privileges, which are already yours by the
right of inheritance, the Holy Spirit has undertaken
to teach and instruct you in the way in which you
should go. Through the operations of the Spirit
you are now brought to Jesus, the Mediator of the
new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling. O
that you may now yield implicit obedience to the
voice of the Spirit, while he may not testify of
himself, but take of ‘the things of the Father and
of the Son, and ref‘gal them unto you. Jesus,
.through his merits, now waits to present you to
the Father, without spot or wrinkle, or any such
thing. Do you doubt? ‘K?ehold him, as he

“Points to his side, and\lifts his hands,
And shows that yovb are graven there.”
1 N

N
\
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Patient Waiting. Danger of drawing back.

o

I must now close; but permit me first to say,
that “ we are bound to give thanks always to God
for you, brother, beloved of the Lord, because God
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation,
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth.,” Adieu. Yours, &e.

No. XXV.—TO MR. P——.

Baptl{m of the Spirit—The just shall live by faith—Witness of the
Spirit—Answer delayed—Need of patience—My sister—Inter-
view with Rev. T. Memtt—Confesswn——Stead.fastness—ZeaL

Dear S,—I learn by your letter, that you have not
yet received the full baptism of the Holy Ghost. O
that you, by the Spirit, may be sustained in a pa-
tient waiting! “For yet a little while, and He
that shall come,‘will come, and will not tarry.”
“ Now the just shall live by faith ; but if any man °
draw back, my ‘soul shall have no pleasure in "
him.” . O, my beloved brother, may you not be of
those that draw back! Did time permit, I could
refer you to cases where individuals, after having
been brought to the point where you now stand,
have, through the tremendous assaults* which
Satan hath here made upon their faith, drawn
back fearfully. - May the Lord save you from the
painful experience I have witnessed ‘in others who
have thus cast away their confidence !

Yet, though I WOuld urge’”you to wait pa-
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Expect the Witness. Something gained by the Delay.

tiently, and with the resolve never to remove the
offering from off the hallowed altar, I would also
press the importance of looking momentarily, and
with earnest wrestlings, for the witness of the
Holy Spirit. It is your privilege to be filled with
the Spirit, and with all the fruits of righteousness.
We may conceive something of the feelings of him
whose faith we are admonished to follow, while
he continued expecting and longing for the de-
scent of the hallowed fire. The poet doubtless
gives some idea of the state of his feelings when
he says,
: “ Restless, resxgn’ , for this I wait.”

But Abraham did not wait long ; neither - will
you, if you remain steadfast in the faith. Yet you
must not imagine that you are not gaining any-
thing by this delay : «“Knowing this, that the trial
of your faith worketh patience; but let patience
have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing.” Even while lingering
here, you may be strong in faith, giving glory to
God. =

You ask if I ever knew any one so long de-
tained at this point as you have been. Yes; I
have known some who have been eminent exam-
ples in faith, in purity, and in doctrine, who, in
like manner with yourself, have been called to en-
dure the trial of their faith. One of these is my
sister in the flesh, who in the enjoyment of this
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My Sister. ‘The Reckoning. Rev. T. Merritt.

blessing was in Christ before me, and whose exam-
ple and. prayers have been very helpful in all
my heavenward way. Her experience has been
written, from which I will quote briefly.

After she had most solemnly and irrevocably
resolved, in obedience to God, to ““reckon her-
self dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,” she waited about
one week before she received any sensible assurance
of the fact, (to use your expressions,) “that she
was thus dead, and thus alive,” But she had
counted the cost of living a life of faitk, and was
not to be moved from her steadfastness. While
thus lingering with intense longings, the Spirit,
through the medium of the written word, encour-
aged her faith greatly, by the continuous applica-
tion of these words: “Blessed is she that be-
lieveth ; for there shall be a performance of those
things which were told her from the Lord.” She
continued, though buffeted and variously tempted,
steadfast and unmovable, until one day, occasion
requiring that-she should call on thé Rev. T. Mer-
ritt, she said something expressive of her interest
on the subject of holiness. “You enjoy that
blessing, do you not, sister?”’ said Mr. M. She
was startled at the inquiry, for she had not yet
thought of confessing it, and soon replied, «I
have dared to reckon myself dead indeed unto sin,
‘and alive unto God, through our Lord Jesus
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ption Confe y Joy. Efforts.

Christ ; but I do not know but that it may be
presumption.” ¢« Why, sister, presumption lies in
doubting God, not in believing him,” he returned.
She bhad now joined confession to her faith; it
was not enough that with her heart she had be-
lieved, the order of God not being fully met, until
she had made confession with her mouth; and
now she was filled with joy unspeakable, and full
of glory. Throughout body, soul, and spirit, she -
felt the holy fire of divine love penetrating, as it
were, her entire being. So great was the weight
of glory which rested upon her for several days
and nights in succession, that her mortal frame
could not have long borne up under it, had not
the Lord in a measure staid his hand. Ever
since, her faith has been steady and active, inclin-
ing to ceaseless and well-directed efforts in pro-
moting the cause of the Redeemer, rather’than
those fitful, and often misguided endeavors, which
the-habits of those present, whose efforts and faith
are graduated by the state of their emotions. May
our faith lead us to “go and do likewise.”
Yours affectionately.
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Faith without Joy. Inquiry.

No. XXVIL.—TO MR. P—.

Mr. P’s singular statement of his case—Conclusi tioned
Ilustration—The effect of my faith in Mr. P—— Wxtness of the
Spirit—¢ The Spirit speaketh expressly”—The Bible the voice of
the Spirit—The blessing apprehended in the promise—Faith in a
dark hour—Resignation.

DEear Sir,—I am hardly disposed to say that you
can really and fully delieve, and yet not be in pos-
session of « either joy, pedce, or even satisfaction.”
Either your statement of your case does not convey
to my mind a correct view of your mental state, or
your faith must he in some manner deficient. You
say that you now “reckon yourself dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.”- If you do thus reckon your-
self dead unto sin, and alive unto God, then you
in reality now know that you are dead unto sin, and
alive unto God. Can you be assured of this fact,
and in verity rest in the knowledge that you are
even now free from the law of sin and death, and
at this moment one with Christ your living Head,
.and yet not even feel satisfaction in this blessed
state ?

There may be such a thing as to think we be-
lieve, or to hope we do so, and yet not in reality
give the hearty and entire assent of the mind. To
believe God, and yet not to Znow that we believe,
is morally impossible. It cannot be otherwise than
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Fruits of Faith in Man. Tlustration.

that ¢“he that beléeveth hath the witness in him-
self.” Let me give an illustration. Brother P——
has a father who is a minister of the gospel. You
write me word that your father deceased yesterday
morning at five o’clock, in the triumphs of faith.
You add, ¢Please have this inserted in the Advo-
cate.” I believe your word as heartily as though
your living voice had sounded in my ear, and the
Jruit of my faith is at once manifest. My heart
is touched, and in my eyes gather the sympathetic
tears. My husband enters, and, in haste to enlist
yet another sharer in your sorrow, I say,  Brother
P. ’s father is dead ; he died thus,” &c. He now
wishes you to make an announcement of the fact
in the Advocate. He believes, without a thought
of doing otherwise, in consequence of the confes-
sion I have made of my faith in you, and perhaps,
without even looking at your letter, goes to the
Advocate office, showing the effect of his faith in
you, even though his knowledge of your word has
reached him through a second person.

Here are faith and its fruits, inducing a confession
which is to tell upon the hearts of hundreds; for
the wide-spread circulation of a public journal will
bear it to the hearts of multitudes to whom he has
ministered, producing, perhaps, corresponding ef-
fects on each, and all this is the result of my faith
in your written word.

Had I not had an internal conviction that what
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The Witness of the Spirit. ¢ The Spirit speaketh expressly.”

you had written was in verity so, that is, the witness
in myself that-I believed you, would I have taken
such a responsibility upon myself as to have autho-
rized this announcement? Yet in all this I have
not been in anywise unmindful of the fact that
. ““the Spirit itself beareth witness with our sperit,”
testifying to the truth of the word. This must
ever be the case. It would involve strange and
‘irreconcilable contradictions, such as would greatly
dishonor the God of the Bible, to say otherwise.
But is' not the entire voice of the Scriptures the voice
of the Holy Spirit? Never was there a more in-
controvertible truth uttered than this. In the
presence of God, angels, men, and devils, I would
fearlessly utter it. Mpyriads of men in all ages
have, in reliance on this fact, been sanctified through
the “ beligf of the truth,”.and are now enjoying the
fruit of their faith in that world of glory of which
the Spirit speaks through the Scriptures. Devils
also rely on facts revealed in the Bible as the
voice of the Spirit, and their faith also produces
effects, for they believe and #remble. To me it
seems wonderful that this fact, namely, that the
Scriptures are ezpressly the voice of the Spirit,
should be so little felt, though so generally ac-
knowledged. Paul, referring Timothy to some
Scriptural assertions, says,- “The Spirit speaketh
expressly on this wise,” &c. Yet if one is ad-
monished to rely upon the written worp as in




FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO. 153

Faith always brings Power. A Mountain of Gold

verity the voice of God, the answer may be with
surprise returned, “What, believe without any
other evidence than the word of God!” O when
will the truth fully obtain among professors, that
< prophecy came not of old time by the will of man,
but holy men of old spake as they were moved by
the Holy.Ghost I”

Let me tell you, my dear brother, to the praise
of the God of the Bible, that in my experience I
find faith always brings power. 1 apprehend the
lively oracles as the words of the living God, and
to me the Bible is not a “dead letter,” but spirit
and life. 'When I kneel in my devotions before the
Lord of heaven and earth, I spread out before me
that worp, by which he hath said I am to be
judged at the last day; and conscious that it is
only the Spirit which indited the Secriptures that
can give them life-giving energy, I wait only on
God, humbly believing that

SN ¢ God is his own interpreter,

And he will make it plain.”

Every promise of God, as one hath said, is worth
more than a mountain of gold. I search as for
hidden treasure, to know what promises are suited
to my condition, knowing that such are given to
me, because Christ hath.purchased them for me,
and all the promises of God in him are yea and
amen. The designs of God are frustrated, and his
name dishonored, if I refuse to call them mine, and

| N S S——————————
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Faith in Dark Hours. Confidence.

to claim the proffered benefits, after being by the
Spirit brought to sustain this character, in answer
to the intercessions of Jesus.

I am endeavoring to trust in the Lord at all
times, and under all circumstances. To the glory
of his name I will say, that I believe I have been
enabled to confide as unwaveringly, under dark dis-
pensations, as under those more light and joyous.
If all were light, then there had been no tests of °
faith. But it has not been so. I thank the Lord
that some of the most instructive lessons I ever re-
ceived have been painfully acquired. I do not re-
member to have been brought through one trial,
however contradictory circumstances may have ap-
peared, but that I have been enabled to rest in
the assurance, that “all things work together for
good to them that love God.” I fully believe
that my covenant-keeping God will keep that which
I have committed to him unto the perfect day.
But I would not dare choose the way in which I
amto be kept ; this I leave to God, with a sure trust
and confidence that he will lead me through just such

¢ Trials, in number, measure, weight,”
as will best show forth his praise, by exhibiting
his power to sustain. Evenso, Lord Jesus. Amen.

At the end of life’s journey may I, with the
spirits of the just made perfect, meet my dear
brother P——. Though we have never seen each
other in the flesh, yet, doubtless, there we shall
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A Memorable Day. R The Bridegroom.

meet as kindred spirits—ay, even as children of
one Father, in our Father’s house. Yours, as ever.

No. XXVIL.—TO BISHOP AND MRS. H—.

Separated friends—The day of my espousals—Judge W——, and
Judge R—— Happi without holi A forty years’ seeker
obtains the blessmg in a few hours—An evening on the camp
ground—struggles of a minister for holi ; his
The morning ; doubt ; profession ; the wit) A ber of his
flock—Conversation—Full salvation in five minutes—Brother and
sister B—— ¢ This now salvation”—A youth—Proposition—Deci-
sion—Self-denial—Sweet peace.

DEar BroraER AND Sister H- . You say, “ Di-
rect your next to Cincinnati.” How fast and how far
you are receding from us! The thought is pain-
ful. At times I have almost wished that I did not
love you so well; but in reality I am not sorry.

¢ Jesus, the corner-stone,
Did first our hearts unite ;

And still he keeps our spirits one,
‘Who walk with him in white.”

Ten years ago, on the 26th of July, Jesus be-
came the all-absorbing object of my heart’s adora-
tion. September 28, 1827, was a memorable day.
I am sure I shall thank the Lord throughout time
and eternity that I ever sawit: but far, O how far
more memorable, is the 26th of July, 1837, when

“Jesus became the Bridegroom of my soul, and
condescended to enter into the bonds of an ever-
lasting covenant with me! ¢ Surely goodness and
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A Child happy in Disobedience.

mercy have followed me all my days.” < The
lines are fallen to me in pleasant places, and I
have a goodly heritage.” ¢ Come and let us
exalt the name of our God together.”

Sister H- says she is staying with Judge
W—— of D : the mention of it reminded
me of Judge R——, of M——, whose family I visit-
ed some time since. Judge R. was also a class-
leader and a prominent member of the church at
M He did not profess the enjoyment of the
blessing of holiness.” One day, after I had been
urging the subject with earnestness, he replied :
.0, sister P- , I am happy.” For a moment
I felt hurt, and, looking imploringly upon him,
said, “ Why, brother R., imagine you had a child,
to whom you had given a command, the observance
of which was most important for his welfare and
alsq for your honor as a parent. The child, though
fully aware of your command, still goes on in dis-
obedience. You remonstrate. He replies, <O, I
am happy.” Would you not wish your child were
not quite so happy ?” I shall never forget his
looks ; they spoke of shame-facedness before his”
heavenly Father ; he had not a word to say in
reply. Soon afterward he received the blessing
of holiness. I have once or twice mentioned
this, of late, at meetings where the people seemed
contented to enjoy happiness without holiness.

At the Eastham camp meeting, I heard an in-
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" Law’s Call. « Speak of Holiness.”

teresting item in the experience of a minister who
has enjoyed the blessing of holiness forty years
past. Before receiving the blessing, he had often
thought how much he wanted it. One day, on

taking up “Law’s Call to a Holy Life,” his eye rested "

on these words: “Men are not holy, because
they never really purpose to be holy.” He
thought, ¢ Surely here is my case. I have never
really brought the matter to a point, with a fixed
purpose to be holy.” He then made the resolve,
and, if I remember right, in a few hours afterward
was made a happy witness of full salvation.

I was at N.
wrote you. The evening of that day was inte-
restingly spent. I was in quite a large and
crowded tent, where the exercises were of a
general character. As most present seemed to be
professors, it was suggested, ¢ Speak of holiness.”
I was not well, and an unusual prostration of body
and mind had come over me, of which the enemy
endeavored to take advantage, by causing an un-
common shrinking, perhaps I may say, of both
flesh and spirit; but I thought of Mr. Wesley’s
Seriptural admonition, « Casting aside that enthu-
siastic doctrine, that we are not to do good unless
our hearts are free to it.” I promised the Lord, if
he would help me to a word in season, that I
would ever look back and say, «Ts the hand of
the Lord shortened 2”

L
~

.

camp meeting when I last

]
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Struggles of a Minister. “ God has humbled me.”

I spoke, and the power of the Lord was present.
One, in an especial manner, was wrought upon,
and cried out with a loud voice. When the peo-
ple were called to the stand, this brother remained
with several others, who seemed as though they
could not leave the place. To my surprise, I
found that the individual, who had been so signally
brought out, was the minister of the people with
whom I had been worshiping He continued to
struggle during the services from the stand, most’
of the time on his knees, and obtained a little light

- just toward the close. He was then taken to an-
other tent, ‘'whete it was somewhat mere retired ;
but his people followed him. Here he disclosed
the secret of the matter.

Amid many sighs \and tears, he said, as nearly
as I can remember, \“0, my people, God has
humbled me before yo; I have, as you know,

now and then tried to preach holiness to you;
conscious that I did not enjoy it myself, but fully
purposed that you should not know it,.I had
hoped to get it in the privacy of my chamber.
To-day I had seriouy’ thoughts of returning home,
to plead with God jh secret forit: but God would
not let me do thig; he has brought me out, and
humbled me before you. I must, I will be holy.”
‘While he was lmeelmg during the exercises from
the stand, so unyielding had been the character of
his.unbelief, that I had, perhaps almost reprov-

»
\
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«] deserved it.” Love-feast. -

ingly, said, “You are a minister, and as a leader
of your flock you ought to be an example in faith,
as well as in doctrine ; and God doubtless means
to bring you out as such.” Alluding to this be-
fore his people, he observed, “The sister said I
was a minister. Ah! this was the worst of all;-
but I deserved it.” This was, I think, one of the
most affecting’scenes I ever witnessed, and it was
made the means of awakening a deep and absorb-
ing interest on the theme of holiness in the minds
of his people.

I was obliged to leave the ground before the
meeting closed as I slept at a house a little dis-
“tance from the encampment. .On the morrow I
returned at an early hour, as a love-feast was
about being held. I had asked the Lord to direct
my feet, and amid the multitude, at the entrance
of a tent door, I met this minister, who, until the
evening before, had been a stranger to me. I .
found him prepared to say that he Znew he had
Taid all upon the altar, but was not sure that he
was wholly sanctified. .

“How would it have been,” said I, “with- one
in ancient time who had laid all upon the altar, :
in view of the divine declarations, ¢ The altar sanc-
tifieth the gift,” < Whatsoever toucheth the altar shall
be holy 2 A friend meets this offerer on his return

from the hallowed altar, after having, according to - l
the best.of his ability, presented such sacrifices as i
o I

—
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i .

- ¢Is your'Gift sanctified. The Confession.

the law required, and inquires, ¢ Is your gift sancti-
fied ? oris your offering holy, acceptable ?” Imagine
; that the offerer had said, ¢ My offering is laid upon
i the holy altar, I know ; but that it is wholly sanctified,
I dare not say.’ <How dare you say otherwise ?’
replies the questioner. ¢If God hath said, “ The
«altar sanctifieth the gift,” it surely is not left op-
tional with yourself whether you will believe or
not; it is presumptuous to doubt. You cannot
dishonor God more than by doubting his word.’”

The brother at once saw that it would be a sin
which would bring down the displeasure of God
upon him, should he longer indulge a doubt, and
resolved, on the authority of God’s word, to make
confession with the mouth. "He hastened to the
stand. Love-feast exercises had already com-
menced. As soon as opportunity presented, he
came out,most clearly in the confession, that he
was wholly sanctified, throughout body, soul, and
spirit. Great peace, quietness, and assurance, took
possession of his heart, and he bids fair to be a
very zealous, clear-mmded professor of the great
salvation,

On the afternoon of the same day I asked a .
member of his flock, whether she was enjoying the
blessing of holiness. The following conversation,
as nearly as I can remember, ensued. She replied,
“No.” “When dp you think God will be willing
to give it to you?” < He would be willing to give

1
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A Secker of Holiness questioned. The Venture.

it to me now, I think, if I were only willing to give .

up my unbelief.” “Do you think unbelief to be
sinful ?” “Yes.” “Do you expect to save your-
self from this sin, or do you expect Christ to save
you?” «O, Christ alone can save me.” “Do
you believe that Christ is willing to save you now,
from this and from all your sins, and thdt he will
do it if you will only now trust him for present
- salvation?” 'With much fervor, she answered,
“Yes,” ¢“And will you now trust him to save
you this moment from all sin? Ido not ask what
you will do to-morrow, or five minutes hence, for
the future is in eternity, and at the expiration of
that time you may be there also ;- all you want is
present salvation, which can only be received by a
present act on your part of entire reliance on Christ
for it, and which will be continued just so long as

this act of entlre reliance on your part is persevered.-

in. If you do not_expect-to-Save yourself in any
~degree, every.moment you do not thus fully rely
on Christ as a whole Saviour, you only make your-
self more unworthy by the delay, for in not ven-
turing wholly you grieve his Spirit.”
« O I will venture,” she said. “That is not it.
Do you now venture? Does’ Christ now save
. you from a]l your sins?”- She fell on her knees,
and cried out, “I am saved! Christ saves me
now! ‘My Redeemer from all sin, I will praise

thee, I will praise thee.”” I left her rejoicing with
11
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Not Tears, but Faith. Hospitality.

a joy unspeakable and full of glory. I do not
think more than five minutes were occupied in this
i conversation, and when I arrested the sister, I
j think she was concerned with some domestic ar-
rangements in the tent. I mention this {o say,
: How truly it is not a,ccordmb g to the tears shed, nor
i the length of time spent in the pursuit, nor accord-
i ing to anything else, other than, “according to
| our faith it is done unto us!”

| That evening God also gave me another signal
li thory of faith, A dear brother and sister B—,

who seemed to take pleasure in showing us every
kindness in their power, (we had not our own tent
on the ground,) were neither of them in the enjoy-
ment of full salvation. It seemed as if my gra-
cious Lord said, “ Ask what thou wilt, and it shall

- be done unto thee.” Thou hast condescended to
say, that “even a cup of cold water given to a dis-
ciple, in the name of a disciple, shall not lose its
reward ;”” and now, I ask that this dear brother and
sister may be abundantly rewarded, and let it be
by their receiving the blessing of entire sanctifica-
tion this night.. It seemed too much, and human
probabilities considered, intimations did not seem
to favor my expectations, especially on the part of
brother B ; but

¢ Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees,
And looks to that alone ; °
Laughs at impossibilities,
And cries, It shall be done.”
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¢ This now Salvation.” Three saved.

I do not think more than half an hour inter-
vened before God gave me the desire of my heart
relative to brother B——. He laid hold while I
presented the simple way in which brother J-
of P

haps remember. After I had repeated just how
brother J: stepped over the bar of unbelief,
brother B cried out, “Jesus saves me now!”
Praise the Lord. O, it seemed as if he could never
cease talking about “this nmow salvation,” as he
called it. A clearer or more joyful Witness of full

salvation through faith I scarcely remember to °

have seen. His wife also, with another dear friend,
for whom I was much interested, and greatly longed
for, entered into the rest of faith before the close
of the interview.

And now, what a recital of doings I have given
my dear brother and sister H , and yet I have
scarcely commenced to say the, many things of
similar description I have witnessed within a few
weeks past. I would stop, but there is one thing
with which you will be so_interested, that I am
sure you would scarcely forgive me should I not
add it to the list. Dear sister A is also.re-
joicing in possession of the peace of God. O, I
am sure you will say, Praise the Lord. The
degree of quietness and assurance attained was
brought about so noiselessly, and was also so cha-

, received the blessing while I was con-
versing with him in the cars, which yon may per- - -

Ly mpr
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Worldliness.  «If I were a P »  The Decisi

racteristic of herself, that I must gwe youa glance

. at this also.

In speaking of the confonmty of professors to
the world, a few weeks since, she expressed her
regret that there should be so much of it, especially
in the church where she worshiped. ¢ And A.
dear, why do you not set them an example on thls
point 2 said I. «If I were a professor of religion,
I should then feel it my duty to do so,” she replied.
“If you think it would be your duty then, it is
your duty now; and I do not believe, if such are
your views, that you.will ever get into the enjoy-
ment of religion till you do.” <« Well, it would
be no cross for me,” she observed. You had
better try it,” said I. I had long believed that
A knew something of the transforming power
of religion on the heart, and that she only needed
something to bring her out, by way of confession ;
but I little conjectured that this was to be the
means. I had thought she possessed so much in-
dependence of mind, that the matter of dress was
a small concern with her. .

She said nothing more, and I remembered no
more of it, until two or three weeks after, when,
on observing her little gayeties laid aside, I in-
quired the cause. She replied, “ When you men-
tioned the matter to me I thought it would be no
cross, and resolved on trying it. But twice, on
going out, I heard persons behind me-remarking,
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«“What a pity - Sweet Peace.

‘What a fool she makes herself ¥ < What a pity !
and things to that effect, and I have indeed found
that it was a cross. But I have had sweet peace.”
Her decision, in other respects, is marked. Though
we may not glory in the creature, yet it seems to
me that.we may have another S , than whom
a more decided follower of the Saviour I never
knew. . .

And now, do you not think it quite time for me
to close? How little I thought of such a letter
when I commenced writing. I question whether
I shall let Dr. P see it. Do you not think he
ought to chide both for your sake and mine ?

Yours, in the love and faith of the gospel.

~No. XXVIIL.—-TO REV. T: M—.

The *¢ Third Monday evening meetings”—Rev. Mr. C.—— Our calling
—~—Mrs. —— The testimony of a maid in Israel—Searching the
Sariptures—¢“1t is- all here”—A pious visit—Interrogations—An
object of great desire—Withstood by Satan—The vow—The assu-
rance—* Let it be now”—Suggestion—The word—The victory—
Delay—Trial—A hearty proféssion of full salvation.

Your very interesting letter of December 81st

was received. It is with much pleasure I respond

to the inquiries of our father in Christ. You have
so long, and so ardently, devoted your life to the
special promotion of holiness, that I do not wonder
you now, standing, as you do,.on the borders “of

N e e
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Meeting. ‘Witnesses. Heavenly Places.

your heavenly inheritance, feel like inquiring
earnestly how the battle goes.

You desire to know how those meetings, which
you established when in our city, are prospering.
Let-me tell you that I think the “ Third Monday
evening meetings promise more than to equal
your most sanguine anticipations. Monday of last
week was the time for our last regular meeting. The
power of the Lord was present. A good number of
clear—mmded witnesses testified of the enjoyment of
pr ésent salvation from all sin. The Rev. Mr. C.,
who had been unusually desirous of the blessing
for two or-three weeks previous, was at this meet-
ing ‘enlightened to discern his privileges in Christ
Jesus more fully, and, with a heart flaming with
fervor, he left the place. The next day, about
noon, he began to venture on Christ, and at once
felt the power of saving grace. On the evening of
that day, at love-feast, he gave in a cheering testi-
mony of the power of Christ to save. O it would
indeed have been another drop which would have

. told most sweetly in our cup of bliss, had our

dear father M. been permitted to witness the

. desire of his heart granted relative to these meet-

ings! "We sat together under the shadow of the
Almighty, in heavenly places; while, as under
the more immediate eye of Omniscience, with
the Spirit of holiness brooding over us, one

" witness after another, in quick succession, and
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A Design of God. Utility of Testimony.

with holy delight, praised the beauty of holiness.
The “Third Monday evening meeting” previous
to this was held at the Forsyth-street Church : it
was quite as satisfactory as the one just noted.
Though you so dearly love the people of your
early choice, and greatly desire their establishment
in this grace, yet I know it is your belief that it
was the design of the Head of the church, in rais-
ing us up as’a people, that we should be asa
light in a dark place, relative to the attainment of
“holiness in the present life; and when you hear
that God has not been wholly unmindful of us in
this our calling, I know it gives you abundant joy.
And now let me give you matter for special thanks-
giving, .by referring to one of the witnesses, who
gave in a delightful testimony of the power of our
Lord and Saviour to “wash and keep us clean.”
She is the wife of Prof. ——, and for several months
.has been enjoying the witness, that the blood of
Jesus cleanseth. She informs me that she takes
the “Guide,” and as she hails from your way,
I have thought your pages might be enriched
by her pen, as her experience is remarkably clear
and instructive. It furnishes further assurance of
the utility of meetings for .testimony on the sub-
ject of holiness. This lady, as she has since told
me, found herself under rather unlooked-for cir-
cumstances at a Methodist meeting, and, from a
little maid in Israel, heard an unsophisticated tes-

e
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A Witness. Truth unfettered. A Persevering Inquirer.

timony of the power of Christ to save from all sin.
The testimony was from one who could say,
“ We speak that we do know, and testify that we
have seen.” Had the learned disquisitions of a
theologian been brought to bear thus unexpect-
edly upon her mind, however truthful his position
had been, Mrs. ——, not unacquainted with theo-
logical warfare, might have been better prepared
for resistance ; but #uth, unfettered by adornment,
with the sharpness of the two-edged sword, pene-
trated her heart, and she left the place deeply
conscious’ that a further work must be wrought in
her heart before she could stand perfect and com-
plete in all the will of God.

. Conceiving that what she had heard was Bible
truth, she set herself, as far as circumstances
would permit, to searching the Scriptures, in order
to assure her heart before God whether she might
indeed expect salvation from all sin in this life ; not
for'a moment doubting but that, if such were her
privilege, the Lord would make it known to her
through his word and bring her into the enjoy-
ment of that state. For weeks she continued in
this employ; while clearer light with every day
shone upon the word, leading her to the Lamb of
God which takéth away the sins of the world,
While passing through this process, her husband
often pleasantly inquired, « Well, wife, how comes

- on Christian perfection now ?”’ and as her confi-




%

FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO. 164

Biblical Investigation rewarded. Tuesday Meeting.

dence fro\ her Biblical investigations gathered
strength, she\daily expressed her belief, her increas-
ing belief, in the doctrine, until, with a full heart, and
with her eye upon the word of God, she exclaimed,
“Q, husband, 1718 ALL HERE.” As intimated, it was
only for her to be assured that the Scriptures pre-
sented it as her privilege to-be saved from all sin
in this life, in order to enter upon the enjoyment
of this blessed state. I think she said to me that
she never thought of doubting the faithfulness of
God in fulfilling his promises at once to her, so
soon as her/ faith was settled scripturally, as a
preparation ‘on her own part for this reliance.
According to her faith it was done unto her. She
no sooner found the doctrine in the Bible than she
at once received the blessing in her heart.

But this is not all : T have something to relate
_ relative to her distinguished husband, which will
raise the note of praise yet higher. Ever since
Mrs. ’s mind became interested on the sub-
ject of holiness, he had been in an inquiring state.
On the 24th of December, Mrs. came to the
Tuesday meeting, which slie very much enjoyed.
She afterward expressed a|wish that her husband
might be permitted to attend, _during his visit to
this city, which was of course acceded to. On the
intervening Thursday, Prof. and Mrs. ——, with
some other Christian friends, supped "at gster

_L——'s. Jt.was_truly a.pious visit;-and-thein~__

mguup
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A Questioner, Heavy Cross.  Groanings unutterable.

terview I shall never forget. During the evening
the Professor asked very many questions, involving
some nice points, most evidently with the single
aim to elicit light on the doctrine and experience
of holiness. The enlightening and hallowing in-
fluences of the Holy Spirit seemed to be very pre-
sent, both with the questioner and the questioned ;
and when, at the close of the lengthy interview,
he was called upon to pray, in defiance of former
prejudices in reference to females exercising be-
foré men, he called upon the female friend whom
he had questioned during the evening to pray.
She had heard of his views on this point, and the
cross was heavy; but she saw that, in order to
carry out the principles of holiness, n other way
remained, and she led in prayer.

After her return home, until about midnight, she
continued to plead for him with groanings unutter-
able. Her mind seemed to take within its com-
prehensive range how the entire sanctification of
such mental energies as the Lord had bestowed
upon him might promote the cause of holiness,
when wholly enlisted. And she well knew that it
was not possible for any one to live in the enjoy-
ment of the blessmg of sanctification, without feel-
ing it as a consuming fire shut up in the bones, en-
listing all the powers of body and mind in its pro-
motion and with desires inexpressibly intense; did
she long that an understanding acknowledged to
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Wrestling with Principalities and Powers. A Vow.

be so clear in philosophical truth, might concen-
trate its energies in presenting to the world the
principles of holiness; for well did she know that
the more closely it was examined, the brighter it
would shine. If time would permit I should léve
to tell you how Satan tried to withstand her, for it
was a season of wrestling with principalities and
powers, never to be forgotten; but I may not ex-
tend my communication on this point, further than
to record a most solemn vow, which was uttered
in this hour of extremity. ¢If thou wilt do this,”
said she, in her importunity, ¢ I will, through thy
grace, be more truly ‘instant in season and out of
season,’ in urging the subject of holiness on per--
sons of this description, and will henceforth regard
the granting of this, my desire, as a special subject
of praise through time and eternity.”” The high
and holy One at that moment condescended to as-
sure her heart, that her prayer bad in truth come
up in remembrance before him. Had a voice from
the highest heavens fallen upon her ear, saying,
“Thy prayer has been heard, and thy vow shall
be in perpetual remembrance before God, the de-
sire of thy heart shall be granted ;”” she could not
have been more confirmed in the persuasion that
she should have the thing she had desired of God.
Yet, though so fully assured that it should be
granted, the bestowment was in prospective, and
she retired to her couch so burdened for the bring-
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13
Strugglings for Deliverance.  “ Laid hold and kept hold.”

ing forth of her desire, that the whole night was
spent in stt}u?glings for deliverance ; even when the
bodily powers had yielded to broken slumbers, the
spirit remained conscious in its unutterable groan-
ings. Before morning dawned she was again in
the attitude of a suppliant, and in her earnest im-
plorings she said, “Let it be now, that he may
have such perceptions of the way of faith, of its
simplicity and power, as he never before had any
couceptmn of,” It was suggested,. “ He is proba-
bly'asleep, and it is inconsistent to ask that he’ may
be so swnally blessed just now, when his mind may
not be inla state to receive the blessing.” The
response of her heart was, that Whether he was

‘now waking, or sleeping, his spirit was doubtless in

a state of preparatxon for the power of the Holy
Ghost, which had been operating on her heart, as
if it were almost apart from herself, must have in-
fluenced his heart simultaneously, and still she cried,
«Let it be just now.” As ever, her heart,fled to the
blessed worp for a foundation upon which to rest
her faith, when yet again, as in former emergencies,
she was enabled to say, “ And this is the confidence
that I have in"thee, that if I ask anything accord-
ing to thy will thou hearest me, and if I know that
thou hearest me, whatsoever I ask, I know that 1
have the petition that I desire of thee.” She laid
hold, and kept steadfast hold on the promise im-
plied ‘in this wonderful portion of the word, and




FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO. 178

Venturesome. The Delay. Terrible Struggle.

‘now began to say, “I kave the petition T desired
of thee,” and prayer was turned to thanksmvmgs
to God for the reception of the thing desired.
Mariy temptations had she during that day to give
up-a faith which the enemy suggested was so ven-
turesome, Hour after hour she waited-the expect-
éd arrival of Professor to announce the vic-
tory of faith, and as the moments succeeded each
other, without bringing any sensible assurance of the
éffect of her faith in his behalf, the trial became
more severe. She well knew' that the blessing
could not be enjoyed without.exerting upon the
mind a pervadihg and all-controlling influence, and
«if you had not believed in vain,” said the, de-
ceiver, “ the object of your faith and prayers would
‘have been moved to hasten to you with the con-
fession of how great things the Lord had done for
him.” But the whole of that day passed, and it was
not until near the close of another that she again
saw Professor The struggle which was en-
dured in holding fast her confidence, two or three
hours previous-to seeing him, can never be forgot-
ten. It was, indeed, terrible, but grace empower-
ed her to endure. On seeing her the professor
said, “ At about such an hour yesterday morning
I received such clear views of faith, of its simpli-
city and power, as I never before had a conception
of. Tt was the full assurance of faith.”
The hour named was precisely the time the sister
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% Faith hath Powerinit.” Theright Name. Nothing else to live for.

had claimed the blessing for him, and he also stated,
that, during the hours of the night preceding this
transition, his spirit had been under an unusual in-
fluence, and in wakefulness had been progressing
toward that point of licht and power upon which
it had now entered. ¢ O,” said he, with intense
ardor, “faith kath power in it.” He since delights
in calling the state of blessedness upon which he
has entered, “ moriness.” Since his return home
we have received a letter from him filled with ag-
surances of 'his identity with the blessed theme
of full salvation. He says, ¢ On this point, namely,
whether I love God fully, entirely, I can say, with
the devoted Mrs. Rogers, Satan has ceased to
tempt me and my soul is entirely at rest. If I am
not mistaken, (and how can I be mistaken, when I
have a consciousness of it as deep and as distinet
as of my own existence ?) my soul has panted after
God until it has found him, and has entered into
the inner sanctuary of the divine love.” Relative
to promoting the cause of holiness, he observes, “I
feel as if I had nothing else to live for. I consider
myself consecrated and pledged for ever.” I have
thought that some profitable communications for

the * Guide” might be expected from either Pro-

fessor ‘or his gifted lady. Such talents, con-
secrated and pledged to the promotion of holiness,
may surely be expected, through the blessing of
God, to tell advantageously on the cause; but I

— S
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“ Not by Might.” Miss L.’s Letters.

truly feels that it is
“not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,
saith the Lord.” Ihave far exceeded the intended
bounds of my letter, and were it not for the pre-
ciousness of my theme might fear I had wearied
you. May your most enlarged desires for the
sanctification of the church be granted, and may

our dear father in Christ ever feel that the Head -

of the church is fulfilling the work of faith with
power in his own heart, and experimentally appre-
hend that both He that sanctifieth and they that
are sanctified are oxE!. Farewell, dearly beloved
in Christ. Yours, &e.

No. XXIX.—TO REV. MR. X .

% The Gude”—E— street Church—One hundred witnesses—Re-
vival—A local preacher—Long-continued efforts to obtain holi~
ness—The sacrifice—-The rest—Remark of Dr. —— Sixty per-
sons set aparQor God—The camp prayer meeting—A. passer-by
arrested—A searching preacher—Revival in Baltimore—The work
of God in A— street in 1831—Morning meetings—Men and
angels—Holiness ihe strength of the church—Sataun’s favorite in-
strument—A reproachful compliment—¢ And shall teach men
so.”

Ovur dear Brother K.

s

asks if I have read Miss

Littlefield’s Letters? I have not, but should like

to see them. If they are in tract form, could you

- mnot inclose some copies in the package containing

our numbers of the « Guide ?”’

There has been a glorious revival of the work -

-~
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A Hundred Witnesses. Everything'but Faith for Three Years.

of holiness in the E. street Church. The min-
ister stationed there called in this morning, and
said, that at a love-feast held last night about one
hundred testified clearly of the power of Christ to
save from all sin. What a wonderful work, and
all within a few months! I should have stated,
that, besides this, several hundred have been con-
verted within the same period. - Perhaps there
was never a stronger confirmation of the truth,

“Qne shall chase a thousand, and two shall put

ten thousand to flight,” than is furnished by the
history of this revxval
I am quite acquamted with its commencement

.and progress, and if you think it calculated to ex-

hibit the faithfulness of God, and also to furnish
useful instruction relative to the order to be ob- .
served in promoting revivals, you are at.liberty to
make use of it as may hest promote the cause to
which you are devoted. T

A Dbrother belonging to this charge received the
blessing of holiness at camp meétmg last summer.
He _had been struggling for two or three years to
obtain it; and if wrestling all night a number of
times ; if fasting till the body was so nearly brought
down, as to leave but little probability that the
health will again rally; or if humility so deep, that
though a local preacher, he has presented himself
for the prayers of the people with the seekers of
salvation; if by any way other than by simple faith
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Believe God.  Everlasting Covenant.  Calm after a Storm.

the blessing were to be obtained ; then this brother
long since had gained it. But on passing a crowd-
ed tent one morning, he heard an humble disciple
speak of the duty of delicving God, after being as-
sured that the sacrifice was upon the altar. . She
urged the present performance of this duty, by
adverting to Abraham’s Sacrifiee ; maintaining that
the offering was sanctified the moment it was laid
upon the altar, and that to doubt it was to doubt
the word of God. He now felt that it was his
duty to believe, irrespective of frames and feelings,
and also perceived that it was most important that
he should énter into the bonds of én everlasting
covenant with God, to be eternally given up to his

service. The mode which had been presented he -

believed to be most Scriptural, and resolving at

once to test it, he retired from the multitude, and

in the sequestered wood again calmly surveyed the
ground, and .then most solemnly bound all upon
the altar, and rested upon the word of God as an
assurance of divine acceptance. He at once felt
that he was founded upon the Rock of ages. Such
a rest, after a tumult of years, can only be appre-

" ciated by those who,-in like manner, have been
driven ‘about and tossed. “His whole soul was at-
" once filled with inexpressible longings that the -
church should se¢ the duty of entire consecranon‘

and the simplicity of faith.-
;Dear Dr.

-

@« ;,"vg;

had sa:d to him in my hearmg,'
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Surplus Grace to convert the World. The Sixty.

«If the church would only get good measure,
pressed down, shaken together, and running over,
what would run over would be enough to convert
the world.” He seemed to be filled with faith
and with the Holy Ghost at the time he said it,
but I must confess that the expression struck
me as extravagant. But the next I heard of
it was at a meeting on the ground, where this
brother was talking among the people with
whom he stood connected in church fellowship.
With power and demonstration of the Spirit,
he assured them of the truth of-Dr. P.’s assertion.
He desired to know how many would bind them-
selves together before God, and before each other,
to consecrate themselves wholly to God, and not to
rest till they should receive' the witness that the

‘ offering was. accepted. It was not long before

about sixty had thus solemnly set themselves apart
for God.

At the camp prayer meeting, held a short time
after their return, a number of those who were
seeking the witness of holiness were so ardent in
their desires for the blessing, that they rushed for-
ward to the altar when the invitation was given for
those who desired the prayers of the congregation,
and it was then that the power of God began to

be manifested in an extraordinary manner. Sin--

ners from all parts of the house were seen making
their way toward the altar of prayer, and what

~
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¥
A Passer-by. Pardon and Holiness. Baltimore.

may seem incredible, the power of the Highest
seemed not only to rest upon all within the house,
but upon those around it also. A person was
passing by on business, when the awakening influ-
ences of the Spirit came down upon him, and turn-
ing into the church, he went forward to the altar
crying for mercy. From this time the two branches
of the work went on simultaneously. Numbers
were wholly sanctified weekly, and scores were
born into the kingdom of Christ. Some idea of
what God hath wrought you may gather from the
announcement at the beginning of, this communica-
tion. This brother, with success somewhat similar,
has labored at a number of places since. If I
should give the characteristic mainly distinguishing
his remarkable ministrations, I .think it would be
his uncompromising attitude, relative to an entire
giving up of the world, and his earnest enforce-
ment of the truth: ¢“The time is come that judg-
ment must begin at the house of God.”

I have received aletter from the Rev. Mr. ,
of Baltimore, informing us of an extraordinary work
going on at the M—— street Church. This work
also began with the church. Meetings had for
some time been held on the morning of each day,
for the special benefit of those who were seeking
the blessing of entire sanctification.

Brother M
thirty consistent witnesses testify at one of ‘these

says, that he has “heard about

"MM-
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»

40 out of 120 1000 converted. Angels cannot“preach.

meetings of the power of Christ to save from all
sin. Meetings have been held in both the body
and basement of the church at one time. Out of
one hundred and twenty penitents forward for
prayers, forty have during one evening been con-
verted. The work is truly wonderful.”

It was thus also that the extraordinary revival
in the A. street Church, 3?_1831,/commenced,

during :}n‘c/h;ehmﬁv/e? a thousand souls were
converted.

Morning meetings for the special benefit of the
members were held from ten to twelve. It was
through the instrumentality of these morning meet-
ings that many became strong to labor for God,
and prepared not only to point awakened sinners
to Christ, but to nurse them after they had
been brought into the way, and to lead them by
the power of the Spirit into green pastures and be-
side still waters.

We bid you God speed, dear brother. Yours
is truly a high and holy calling ; a work which an
angel might covet. But let us remember that men
may do what angels may not do. Witness the
case of Cornelius : the angel was not commissioned
to proclaim Christ to Cornelius, but only to direct
to a human instrument, which God had raised up,
to tell him what he ought to do. Thus in the
blessed work of telling men how they ought to
come to Christ as.their Saviour to the uttermost,
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Great Designs greatly withstood. A Baptizéd Opposers. .

God hath raised you up. We magmfy the name
of our Lord in your behalf. May he fulfill all the
good pleasure of-his goodness in you, and the
work of faith with power. You are engaged in a

great work, and .your subtil enemy is doubtless
very busy in his inventions to perplex, or to bring )

you down from your work. We have reason to
believe that he generally proportions his opposi-
tion to the magnitude of the work to be performed.
Personal holiness is a mighty engine fogs}mlling
down the strongholds of Satan, and he d@ubtless
in a variety of ways withstands you. While labor-
ing to promote it, sometimes he employs as his
instruments ‘those who stand committed before the
world as the servants of Christ. 'When the enemy
can get suclr as these to come out against the doc-
trine of entire sanctification, or to hold the truth
in unrighteousness relative to this subject, he an-
swers his purpose more effectually than by instru-

"mentalities known to be at his disposal. Satan

doubtless directs his most poignant arrows-to your

heart through some such.. “ Father, forgive them; .
« they know not what they do.” “They did it igno-

rantly” is, however, an apology I fear which can
hardly avail, in the case of many of these baptized
-opposers of holiness in.the ehurch; or if volun-
teered for them, truth would claim to add, “Of
this they are wéllingly ignorant.”

Yet, in view of the rewards of eternity, how

>
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¢« Sanctified Ones.” Least in the Kingdom.

truly deplorable the state of those who <oppose ..

truth, whether ignorantly, or”otherwisel There
are many, both among the ministry and the laity,,
who, apparently with but little idea of the magni-
tude of the sin, speak lightly of the subject of ho-
liness, and of those who profess the enjoyment of
the blessing. “O he is one of the sanctified
ones,” say they; as if God had not in verity «set
apart” the ‘godly for himself. Such, on being
qugstioned, may say that they are not opposed to
holiness ; but “the Lord knoweth them that are
his.” Their example goes toward weakening the
force of truth. They do not profess to be living
in the enjoyment of a state of holiness themselves,
and in this they break not one of the least of God’s
commandments, but the first and great command,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, soul, mind, and strength”—enjoining holi-
ness of heart in its fullest sense. O how many
professors there are of this class, who thus break
the command themselves, and, by the force of their
example, ““teach men so!” If there were a possi-
bility of such characters getting to heaven, surely
they would be called least in the kingdom of

* heaven, however dignified their ministerial calling

or professions of piety may have been here on

“earth.

But, dgar brother K., in viéw'of the work in
which you are engaged, how inspiring are the
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Great in Heaven. The Wonderfil Promise.

words of your divine Master, “But whosoever
shall do and teach them, (these commandments,)
the same shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.” Adieu, dear friend in Jesus.

No. XXX.—TO MRS. B—.

Mark xi, 24—1 John v, 14, 15—An illustration—Answers to prayer—
“The faithful and true”—¢In God will I praise his word”—The
bank bill—The infide] mini Faith and The word per-
sonified—An end of the difficulty. h

I recEIVED your note of yesterday, in which you
refer me to the interesting passage, Mark xi, 24.
Irespond with pleasure; but as my time is limited,
I cannot hope to present you any very full expo-
sition of my thoughts. ‘The passage you refer to
is in perfect keeping with 1John v, 14, 15: “ And
this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if

" we ask anything according to his will, he heareth
us. And if we know that he hear us, whatso-
ever we ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we desired of him.”

For illustration, let it be supposed that sister
B——is a dear friend from whom I expect great
favors. The granting of these favors is conditional.
She has made known her will, involving a variety of
points, and then referring me to this, says,  Ask
what you will, and if according to the principles
laid down, I will grant it.”

i
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Faithin Mrs. B——. How 1have obtained answers.

If I have perfect confidence in sister B——,
after ascertaining whether what I desire can be
granted in accordance with her will, I go with con-
fidence, and present my petitions, believing that I
receive them, because I have your word, assuring
me that I shall have them. If a friend, meeting
me on my return from your presence, asks, Have
those petitions been' granted ?”’ I unhesitatingly
answer, “Yes.” * “But I do not see the result,”
says the friend. “That does not make the case
doubtfu] ” I reply; «for sister B.’s word is as good

as her bond, and I have her word, so you may

rely upon it, Just as firmly as though you saw me
in actual possession of the thing desired.”

The many gracious answers to prayer which I
have received, on precisely the same principle,
given in the illustration just presented, eternity will
reveal to the-ptaise of God. But I would not defer
it till I have passed the bounds of time, to exhibit
His faztlgfulness His name is “rarrmruL and
TRUE.’ :
Ilove to testify, by my words and actions, before
God, angels, and men; yes, and before infernals
too, that I do rely on the fuithfulness.of God. I -
am willing, if this be the will of God concerning
me, to be brought into circumstances which may
call forth an exhibition of my trust in God before -
a congregated universe. This, I believe, has been
the spirit by which I have been actuated for several
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‘Who believes the Bible? . $100. «1have got it.”

years past; I have had some thorough tests by

outward circumstances, and inward exercises, and
to the praise of God I say, I have not cast a%y
my confidence, nor made shipwreck of faith.

- We cannot honor God more than by trusting him,
neither can we dishonor him more than by doubt-
ing his word. David loved to praise the word of.
God. With him my heart often exclaims, “In God
wilt I praise his word !” Psalm lvi, 10. Upon no
other subject does my heart labor for utterance as
upon this, and never do I find language so utterly
inadequate to express the views and emotions of
my full heart, as when trying to present the Holy
Scriptures as the worp or Gop. Should one ex-
press on this point all that language would convey,
and this before congregated thousands, many of the
company might indignantly respond, “Who does
not beljeve the Bible to be the word of God ?”
And yet, dear sister B , who does believe it ?

" It i§ a circumstance which does not seem to have
arrested the attention of Christians generally, that
a promise fully credited does in itself convey the
thing promised. Thus a person owes you one
hundred dollars. You call for payment, and he
hands you a bill for that amount on “ The
Bank.” “Did Mr. A—— pay you the amount he.
owed you?” asks a friend. “ Yes,” you say, “and
I have tlie moneyin my pocket.” * Let us see it,”
continues the inquirer: whereupon you draw out

;é
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¢ Why ! it is only a promise.” Infidelity deplored and indulged.

the bill and read, “The President, Directors, and
Co., of the Bank, promise to pay, &c., one
hundred dollars.” ’

“ Do you call that one hundred dollars ?*’ rejoins
your friend : ¢ why, sir, it is only a promise of that
amount.” “True,” say you; “but the paper of -
that institution is just the same with me as the
gold.” Here is faith—faith that recognizes the:
thing promised in the promise.

How pleasing to the proprietors of a moneyed
institution must such demonstrations be, of confi-
dence reposed in their veracity! Does not the
above illustration agree with, «“ Whereby are given
unto us exceeding great and precious promises, that
by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature ?”’

. Thus it is that “faith is the substance of things

hoped for.”

Go where infidelity and skepticism are most
deeply deplored, even to the ambassador for God,
whose absorbing employ is to defend the Bible as
the word of the Lord, and, with David, “in God to
praise his word.” Remind him of the requirement,
“Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord,”
and then ask, ¢ Are you living in obedience to this
command ?”  <“No.” «“Why not?” «I cannot
say why, unless it be my unbelief.” Unbelief!
In what does he mean that he lacks confidence?
Not in himself ; for he will tell you at once that he
does not expect any good thing from himself, Not
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What ! believe without other evidence. What God writes he speaks.

in the ability of God to make him holy, for this he
acknowledges.

Give him the oft-repeated direction, * Cast your-
self wholly on Christ for salvation from all sin,
and then claim the promise, ‘I will receive you,’
and thus ‘cleanse yourself from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of
God,”” what would he say in reply? “What!
must I rely upon the word of God without any
other evidence ?” As much as to say, “I do not
conceive this to be a sufficient foundation for my
faith to rest upon, and unless some external or in-
ternal communication apart from, or added to this,
be given, I cannot believe that I receive the thing
deslre ”

Does not this 1mply unbehef in the Scriptures,
as the woice of God? Were that voice audibly
uttered, would it be doubted? 'What makes the
difference ? Infidelity ! Skepticism! Doubting
whether the written word be in reality the same as
the voice of God. If that voice were heard it would
be believed : it is not heard, therefore it is doubted.
Can these doubting ones say with perfect truth,
that they delieve the Brsie to be the worp or
Gon? It is, therefore, I express my painful con=
victions, that the Scriptures are not generally re-
ceived as the word of God. Faith is not sufficient
without sense. “ Except ye see signs and wonders
ye will not believe,” is a reproof as truly deserved

- —
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Divinity of the Word. Faith touches Christ.

now, as in the days of Christ. The Bible is the
worD oF Gop. The awful sublimity of this truth
is strikingly exhibited in Rev. xix, 13 : “His name is
called The Worp or Gon.” Here the word is per-

* - sonified as Christ himself. AlsoJohn i, 1: “In the

beginning was the Worb, and the Worp was with
God, and the Worp was Gon.” < He that re-
jecteth me and receiveth not my Word, hath OxE
that judgeth him, the Worp that I have spoken,
the same shall judge him at the last day.” In
many other passages is the worp or Gop thus per-
sonified, as identical with God himself. In relying
upon it, efficacious influences ought to be expected
as confidently, as were healing influences from
touching Christ when he was on earth; for in re-

- lying upon the word, we in verity rely upon Christ,

and touch him as truly as though his bodily pre-

* sence were with us, and we were permifted to lean

upon him. But who believes the Bible to be the
word of God? Does sister B——? Does brother
B——? Lord help us to believe it not as a “dead
letter,” but to apprehend it as spirrr and LIFE.
Our difficulties about faith will all be at an end,
when we belseve the Bisrx to be the worp o¥ Gop.
- The grace af our Lord Jesus Christ be with
your spirit, .
Yours, in the truth of the gospel.
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« Believe that ye receive.” Conditions.

No XXXI.—TO MRS. B—.

Presumption taken for faith—Doctrines ab\.:sed—'rhe assertion,
“ Believe that you have it, a.nd you have it,” not Scriptural—Im-

portunate prayer horized petiti ‘The
Pharisee—The seeker of sa.ncnﬁcanon—'rhe lame -and blind
offered in sacrifice. The backslider’s” prayer—Divine directi

sought in vain—Meddling with secret thmgs—Why some parents

cannot believe—Unholy hands lifted up.
My Dear Sister 1N Jesus,—Again I address
you in further answer to your inquiry in relation
to the text, «“ What things soever ye desire when
ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall
have them.” In my former commurication on
this theme, the Lord blessed me with gracious re-
freshings from his word, while endeavoring to set

forth his faithfulness. But the subject is so pre-

eminently important, and so extensive in bearing,
that' I cannot’ feel satisfied without presenting
some additional remarks, in order to a fuller illus-
tration of my views.

There are conditions which must be carefully
met ; otherwise it is impossible really to believe
that we receive. On this account, many who are
continually asking and receive not, are disposed to
regard this most precious passage as difficult to
be understood. I have even heard those who
have quoted it, as illustrative of the way in which,
the answer to their petitions had been appre-
hended, found fault with-as not being orthodox. -




. 190 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS - .

¢ Shall we give it up ?” False Version.  No Answer.

I am aware that there are those who have
wrested this, as they do other scriptures, to their
own destruction. But shall we give up a portion
from our Father’s hand so replete with instruction
in simplifying the way of faith? Shall we give it
up, I ask, because it has been abused ? As well
might we give up the doctrine of free grace, or
salvation by faith ; for Universalists have abused
the former, and Antinomians the latter.

I have occasionally heard, with grief, the remark,

m persons whom I have regarded as entirely sin-
cere, “Only believe you have it, and.you have got
it.” This has been said when there was apparently
an entire unfitness in the individual addressed for the
reception of such an exhortation. And then, the
phraseology is not Secriptural, and is liable to a
construction wholly unauthorized by the passage
of which it claims to be a version.

But there are those who shrink from this text,
imagining that their experience does not furnish
corroborative testimony in favor of its truthfulness.
They fix on some given point, relative to which
frequent prayer has-beeri made, and attempts to
exercise faith long persisted in; but in fruitless-
ness of result they have turned despairingly away,

" conscious that the things desired had not been

granted.
Such may, on examination, find that they

started. from a wrong point. The -thing desired
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Started wrong. The Pherisee.  Prayer for Purification.

may have been in accordance with the will of God,
but the pefitioner may not have possessed the
qualifications which, according to the principles
of God’s law, entitle him to a favorable hearing.
As has been stated, a variety of points is here in-
volved, a few of which only at present can be
mentioned.

In the first place, if he has come for pardon, his
spirit may be unhumbled. It is only to the humble
and contrite that pardon has been promised.
“ He shall save the humble person;” «He saveth
such as be of a contrite spirit;” ¢ Lord, thou hast
heard the desire of the humble;” « Because thou
didst humble thyself,” &c. The unhumbled
Pharisee went away, perhaps delighting himself
with the idea that his boastful service had been
received as true homage. But did his believing it
to be so make it really so ? Had his service been
accepted, then the faithful and true Witness had
gone aside from his worp ; for by this he was as-
sured - that it was only “To this man will I look,
even to him that is poor, and of a contrite spirit,
and trembleth at my word.

Another asks for the punﬁcatxon of his nature,
« Can I doubt,” says he, < whether it be in accord-
ance with the will of God, that I should be ¢sanctified
throughout, body, soul, and spirit ? No; ‘this
is the will of God, even my sanctification.” Surely
I may now ask, and believe that I reccive.” He

K
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. Prayer for Purity unanswered. Why. -

< N
asks, but does not receive. Why ? Not beca)
the. petition is not in accordance with the will of
God, but because there is an u.nmlhngness in
to comply with the conditions upon which the
blessmg has been promised. He may be indulg-
ing in some practice which he has reason to be-3
lieve inconsistent with the purification of his:
nature.

Sanctification implies. a coming out from the
world in such a sense as not to be governed by its
opMons, a crucifizion ; ‘& utting off a .right
bhand ; a plucking out aright eye. The petitioner,
though consclously unwilling to submit to the
painful process, still, with'strong .cries and tears,
urges his plea, and in his expostulations says,.
“Lord, hast thou not said, ¢What things soever
ye desire when ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shall have them %” As well might
they who came in the days of the prophet Mal--;
achi, with their polluted offerings, and covered the
altar with tears, in their implorings for acceptance,
have believed that God, contrary to the express
declaration of his .word, received the blind, lame, |
and sick, as acceptable sacrifice. 'Would their en-
deavors to believe that God did accept, have made
itso? And yet who more desirous than they for
the acceptance of their offerings ?

The backslider in heart may come, asking. for
some less important good than his spiritual neces-

N
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. “If ye abide in-me.” " Prayer for Wisdom,

sities demand. He asks, but does not receive, be-
cause he is unmindful of the condition, “If ye
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”
He does not abide in Christ, and therefore has no
right to expect the answer on these premises. -He
«asks and receives not, because he asks amiss,
that he may consume it upon his lusts.” -

- A sincerely. disposed disciple of the Lord Jesus;
feeling his need of divine guidance, asks wisdom ;
he then proceeds to the prosecution of the matter
in hand, with much the same fearfulness and un-
certainty that would have marked his course had
he not asked divine direction. Though he asked
in obedience to the will of his heavenly Father,
yet his mind was not settled in the persuasion that
wisdom from above would be given, to guide the
affair to a heaven-directed- conclusion, He may,
perhaps; indulge a faint hope. that all may be di-
vinely ordered ; but is the condition, implied in
the tender of divine direction, met? He has not
asked “in faith, nothing wavering.” - “He that -
wavereth is like a wave. of the sea driven of the
wind and tossed ; let not that man think that he
shall receive anything of the Lord.” .

- Another asks, and receives not, because he a.sks
for that which it is not needful he should have.

Perhaps he asks for knowledge of things of which

God hath said, “ It is not for you to know.”
13

2
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Secret Things. Children prayed for and indulged.

“Secret things belong unto the Lord our God ;
but those things which are revealed belong to us
and to our children.” Notwithstanding these dis-
suasives, he continues to' ask. He ‘may believe
that he receives ; but does_this belief make it so ?
You have heard of those of late who-have acted
on this assumption, and thé disastrous result seems
to intimate that Satan answered the petition,
Another says: «“I have prayed long and ear-
nestly, that my children may be-induced to choose ..
the path to eternal life. Negligence, in training ~
them up in the way they should go, may have

. marked the course of the parent. At the very time

the petition is offered, those children-may be in-

order to get into the way to heaven.
on why such cannot believe they re-™—
ceive when they pray, is but too evident.

But I might enlarge quite beyond the bounds
of another sheet. The subject is prolific ; beyond
my power to ‘present in detail. Suffice it to say;

- that the reason why very many petitioners ask, and

receive not, may be inferred from 1 Tim. i, §:
they do not “lift up holy hands, without wrath
and doubting.” In the eye of Omniscience,
purity of motive is wanting ; such ask, and may
not believe that they receive what things soever
they desire when they pray.
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*

One Father. > Prayer for a'Revival,

If opportunity shot\xld offer, it will give me
pleasure to pursue this subject by way of telling
you of some answers to prayer, received on pre-
cisely the principle laid down in the text, relative
‘to whxch you have asked my views.

"Yours, in love.

NO. XXXII.—-TO THE MEMBERS OF THE —
CHURCH.

‘The church is a family—I i Revival prey d—The
sin of one man—A reproach to Christ—Social gatheri versus
class meetings—A wonderful deception—The convicted—Cruel
friends—¢ Who ruined that soul ?’-—Gegd’s decree nullified—A re-
vival in God’s order—Deathbusy and the church idle—¢ Curse ye
Meroz.”

DearLy BI;LOVED,——I have no explanation to offer
for ‘my solicitude on your behalf, other than that
I believe God has himself given me a care for you.
“We have one Father, even God.” Children of
one household are one in interest. That interest
is the honor of the parent, and the good of the
united famxly

In view of your low state for some time past, my
heart has been moved to cry earnestly to the Lord
for a revival of his work among you. In my im-
portunate supplications I have consciously realized
the help of the Spirit, and have felt a firm convic-
tion that what I desired was in verity according
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Mischievous A i Zion’s defeats dish her Captain.

to the will of God. Indeed, I could not be more
abundantly assured of a readiness on the part of
God to work. But on becoming better acquainted -
with your state, by my recent visit, I am con-
strained to say, in faithfulness to you, and to
the promise-keeping Lord “whom I serve, that
my prayers irr your behalf have been hindered. I
am convinced that God will not work in power
| among you, unless conditions are met on your part.
! I'see agencies at work among you calculated to
! make your faith powerless, and to neutralize your
_ prayers for a revival.
I well know that what I would say may not be
. applicable to all. When Israel was driven before
his enemies, it was by the sin of one man, yet was
not the great body implicated in the eye of God? _
! The Lord of hosts had promised to go out with
their armies, and to subdue their enemies before
them, and now his promise had seemingly failed,
for Israel had been smitten. O how greatly was
his holy name’ dishonored among his enemies by
this discomfiture! If you, beloved brethren and
sisters, are not empowered to proclaim victory on
the Lord’s side, do you not see how the name of-5*
the Captain of your salvation may be reproached ? -
He hath said, “ How should one chase a thousand
and two put ten thousand to flight, except their
Rock had sold them, and the Lord had shut them
‘up;” and if this promise is not fulfilled, do you
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Satan busy. The Seed and the Harvest.

not see how your inactivity may be the cause of
triumph on the part of Satan?

While many among you are so absorbingly in-
terested in a diversity of ways, as to prevent a
regular attendance on your class and prayer meet-
ings, and other stated means of grace, Satan is
most busy. If you deem secular business, or meet-
ings involving mainly secular interests, or the con-
gratulations of friends, of more importance than an
engagement to meet .God*at his house, can we
wonder that he withholds the manifestations of his
favor from you? Brethren, there is no neutral
ground. It looks to me as if in every church seed
were being sown, which will produce a harvest.
Either the high and holy One, or the enemy of
God and-man, will qmckly put in the sickle a.nd
reap.

By sofne it seems to be regarded as a matter of
course, that the church should have its seasons of
comparative inactivity. That this deception of
Satan should have obtained to the extent it has, is
wonderful. As before intimated, Satan in these
times of declension is most busily engaged. Now
he sows his seed plentifully, and may we not con-
clude, that on some of these occasions when the
church has been aroused to put forth its most
gigantic efforts, she has_scarcely more than undone
the wrong perpetrated during her previous mzwtl-
vity ?
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Almost persuaded.  “ Why then don’t my Friends warn me ?” T

That the lack of manifest zeal furnishes material
for Satan to work with, I know from my own ob-
servation. Let me relate a case. On one occa-
sion, while I was endeavormg to urge upon a sin-
ner his awful condition, in view of his momentary:
exposure to the wrath of God, the Holy Spirit ap-
plied the truth to his conscience, and fearfulness
and trembling took hold upon him. I had been
pleading éarnestly for his awakening, and now my
heprt leaped in joyous anticipation of his speedy
transition from the kingdom of darkness. But the
pious may conceive, though language cannot ex-
press, the anguish of my heart, when he said, «I
have a brother who is a minister, and I have sisters
also who are professors of religion ; they have never
talked with me in this way, and I am sure if I-
thought that they were in the perilous state in
which you say I am, I could not rest day nor night
without warning them.” It was thus that Satan
succeeded by the inactivity of these professors to
quiet the conscience of this young man, who was
possessed of talents for usefulness, which might
have told on the salvation of scores of souls, but
who, from the course which his convivial propensi=— -
ties inclied him to-take; hasprobably finished his
earthly career ere this. And upon whose skirts
may his blood ‘e found, when the Judge maketh
inquisition ?

I have seldom received more marked tokens of
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The People will not work. How God works.

divine approval, with a deeper tonsciousness of the
ui‘ itself making intercession, than when plead-
or a revival of the work of the Lord- among
you but after a better knowledge of your state, my
heart with yearning emotions said, My prayer can-
not now be answered. The people here are not
now willing to have a revival by being workers
together with God ; and I well knew that in no
other way could the petition be granted. Though
the decree might have gone forth from the throne
of God, you, brethren and sisters, may take upon
yourselves the awful responsibility of making that
decree-null and void, by refusing to enter into the
designs of God by being workers together with
him. If you would have a revival, you must sel
yourselves apart to work and live for it. God
works through human instrumentality, and if you
would that he should work by you, you must put
yourselves wholly in his hands—soul, body, and
spirit—and then will your service be holy and ac-
ceptable, Then when you are individually instru-
mental in winning souls to Christ, how dear to your
heart will be those who are newly brought into the
fold ;- how deeply will you feel the importance, as
nursing fathers and mothers, of leading the babes
in Christ into the more excellent way ; instructing
them, by your example, to labor for the perishing
around them! Were your prayers answered for a
revival on other premises, it might result in little
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. Death’s doings. Inactivity cursed.

more than an mgathenng of the names of such as
would clog the chariot wheels of the Saviour." -

But, we must not forget that while the church
lmgers, death is doing his work! One after another
is leaving you. - ‘Are you ready to meet at’ the
bar of God those of your congregation who may
have died out of Christ?- Are you prepared indi-
vidually to say, that your skirts are clear of their
bloed?

“ Umty 18 strength.” If you would have a re-
vlval, the church must come up to the help of the
Lord: against the mighty. It is not left optional
vmh herself whether she will obey the call of God

_gx:not. . It is possible to stand on worse than neu-

ﬁgl:grgund. My beart shrinks from appearing to

-be denunciatory, yet I must say, that unless favored

w;tgxﬁhg blessmg of God, we have his curse,’and
abitter curse has been pronounced on those who
congie Tiot up to the help of the Lord. ¢ Curse ye
Meroz,” said the angel of the Lord, “.curse ye bit-
terly the inhabitants thereof, because they came
not up to the help of the Lord, to the help of the
Lord aga.\nst the mighty.”
+ Your servant for Christ’s sake.
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Stated Means. °  * The Saviour slighted.

No. XXXIIL.—TO THE MEMBERS OF THE —
: CHURCH.

Neglect of the stated means—A remark of Mr. Wesley—An en-
gagement to meet a friend—Who broke it ?—One in three at class
—~What Thomas lost—All strong, and all at work—* Begin at nuy
sanctuary”—Six left of three hundred—An estimate—Nursing
fathers and mothers.

Were I to mention what I have thought your

characteristic deficiencies, I would place among

the most prominent your neglect of the stated
means of grace. If you regard the church organ-
ization, under which you have voluntarily placed
yourselves, as a divine institution, you should of
course regard its apppointments as he&vm\'ﬁ
rected. Mr. Wesley says, “In salt _m‘dmarymb- ;
ters the voice of the church may be«regarded as -
the voice of God.” If so, then stated mestings,
such as preaching, prayer, and.class meetings,
ought to be regarded as special seasons, at which
the Lord Jesus has appointed to meet you. If
such an appointment be’slighted, does it not
prove that you lightly estimate the presence of
your Lord and Saviour?

Suppose a dear and influential friend to make
‘arrangements for méeting you regularly, for. the
purpose of honoring and blessing you with his so-
ciety : ever truthful, he comes at the hour speci-
fied, but does not find you there; often you are
wholly absent; at other times you come quite
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Too late.  The Spirit came, but the church was not there.

after the hour specified. Would this conduct be
calculated to assure your friend .of your high re-
gard for his friendship ? If your repeated slights -
should move him to come to the decision no more
to meet you, were the result other than might
have been reasonably expected ? and if an agree-
ment to meet you should be thus broken, who
would be the breaker of the engagement ?

For a membership of three hundred not to num-
ber more than one hundred out on lecture or
prayer-meeting evening exhibits a sad deficiency ;
yet, were you at your stated meetings to present

_even this proportion of your Tiembership, it were
more encouraging. Now can the Saviour believe
that you as a people are greatly desiring the com-
munications of his grace? Were the decree to
pass his throne that on one of these stated occa-
sions the Holy. Spirit, in his reviving influences,
should be poured out in unusual measure, how
many of you would be as Thomas, who was
absent when his Lord revealed himself to the
other disciples !

O, if you really desire a general work of God in
your midst, often be in waiting, as were the early
disciples, and, with one accord in one place, look for
the full baptism of the Holy Ghost. If thus
strengthened with the might of the Spirit, you
may confidently expect to be called out individ-
ually to work in the vineyard.
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God’s Ordination.  God’s Order. A Startling Question.

Less solicitude will then be felt about finely pol-
ished human instrumentalities, but a far more
abiding reliance on the power of the Holy Ghost.
This full baptism may be regarded as the act of
ordination on the part of God, by which he em-
powers his disciples with the might of his Spirit,
in order that they may bring forth much fruit, and
that their fruit may remain.

The history of the church presents but little

fruit of revivals where the order of God has not.

been observed. “And begin at my sanctuary,”
is the voice of God. The disciples were first bap-
tized with the Holy Ghost and with fire, and then
three thousand were converted in a day.
I may never forget some instances which have
come under my special observation, calculated to.
confirm my mind in these views. "A startling
question presents, and my pen has lingered whether
to give it the tangibility of words. It is this:
Does not Satan gain by some church ingather-
ings ? Let me instance. On one occasion, when
in a stage-coach, about entering a place which
two or three years previous had been favored with
a gracious revival, the subject of religion was in-
troduced to a gentleman sitting near me. -«O,
religion is a very good thing if people would only
keep it when they get it,” said he, in a very signi-
ficant manner. I inquired his meaning, when he
informed me that almost every one in that place had

T
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Disastrous Results of a Revival without Holiness.

professed conversion but two or three years previ-
ously ; and now scarce an individual of them could
be found but had fallen away, and was worse than
before. This relation pained me exceedingly, for I
had expected io find, the place as the garden of the
Lord; and I well remembered the temptings of
Satan,” at the time the revival took place. I had
been intimately acquainted with the minister under,
whose ministrations the revival occurred, and had
once and again had earnest conversations with
him relative to the” order of God being observed ;

that koliness in the ministry and membership was
important as a jfoundation for a revival. When
this extraordinary ingathering’ was announced to
me as having been brought about under his minis-
trations, the enemy tauntingly suggested that the
position I had taken was not to be relied upon,
and that the minister in question (who had the
reputation of being a revivalist) would be abun-
dantly satisfied that this order, though he at the
time ‘acknowledged it to be scripturally correct,
was by no means important. But I still hoped that
the state of religion in the place might not be quite
so disastrous as represented, and soon afferward
called on the minister for further information. I
was told that out of the two or three hundred
names taken in at that time, he did not think there
were now as many as half a dozen on the church
record, and he was by no means certain that one
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Diminished by Increase. One shall chase a thousand.

remained steadfast. Probably there are but few
such striking instances as this; but, alas, how
often are scores of worldly minded professors en-
rolled on the church record during seasons of in-
gathering, who remain as weights, to retard Zion
in her onward movements! One truly Christlike
professor would do more for a church than a hun-
dred of such professors; for it is of such that
<« one shall chase a thousand.” It has been said,
one sanctified may be counted upon as equivalent
to a score converted. O may heaven speedily
register scores of sanctified ones among the ——
Church! then will you, as nursing fathers and
mothers, Teceive to your embraces many who, by
the power of the Spirit, have been born unto Zion:
« Wherefore we pray always for you, that our God
would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill
all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the
work of, faith with power ; that the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye
in him, accérding to the grace of our God, and of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.”
Yours, in the faith and hope of the gospel.

Uq‘
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A Book. Reading for the Common People. *

=

No. XXXIV.—TO ——.

Memoir of Mrs. — The common people—Good news—A com
manding post—Ability equal to duty—Our calling as & church—
“ The high doctrines of our creed ”—Mysteries—A popular young
minister—Mr. Wesley’s last advice—How others regard us—A

dilemma—Pr ~—— Di intment—A Presbyterian’s opi-
nion of a Methodist congrega.tlon—-“ ‘What do ye more than
others.”

Dear BroreER,—We thank you for your early

. attention to our communication of July 4th, * ¥
*¥ % % % As to the publication in question I
trust the only desire of her friends in regard to'it,
is to furnish yet another example of the power of
grace to transform in heart and in life. If yet an-
other may be taken from the walks of ordinary
Christian life, and added to the list of Jesus’s wit-
nesses of full salvation, I stand ready to do all in
my power to serve the religious community.

Closer observations may perhaps convince me -

of a mistake, but at present I see not why a Me-
moir of Mrs. may not company with a Car-
vosso or a Rogers, though possibly of inferior in-
trinsic interest to those very special examples of
the power of grace. Should it not be‘an object of
ambition with us to furnish example and admo-
nition for the common people? We may be in-
structed on this point by an observation of St.
Mark touching the Saviour’s ministrations: ¢ The
common people heard him gladly.”

.L_l—;_—-.—.--—‘—————""
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Holiness in High Places. Ability equal to Duty.

We frequently receive communications from our
mutual friends, Bishop and Mrs. . In one of
her late communications, Mrs. says, “Dr. =
is now in the enjoyment of the witness of holiness.”
This has been a subject of continuous thanksgivings
to God in your behalf. We rejoice in view of the
bliss upon which you. have entered : ¢ For we who
beliecve do enter into rest.”” We know that your
heart has so long been desiring the rest of perfect
faith, and we have been so long in prayerful soli-

citude for this object, that our hearts are indeed .

rejoiced. But though we greatly desired this be-
cause of our love to you, and our earnest wish for
your personal happiness and safety, yet we may
say that our desires were much more enlarged in
view of your position in the church, and the re-
sponsibility, which, by virtue of this position, is laid
upon you. We are prone to feel that this com-
manding post has not been assigned you by the
mere will of man;-but by the will of God; and
though our solicitude might move us to tremble
for you while we hear you say, “ Who is sufficient
for these things?” yet we wel know that the Head
of the church has not called you to a position
which he will not empower you to sustain in all its
various demands. To say otherwise would imply
a belief that his ways are not perfect. Such an
expression or thought were indeed impious.

That the.church may be presented to Christ

MY

.
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Our Banner. “ High Doctrine.” ¢ Mysteries.”

“ without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing,” should
surely be an object of primary interest with us as
a people. Our responsibilities before God relative
to the doctrine of Christian holiness are tremend-
ous. The specific object for which the Wesleys
were thrust out was “to raise a holy people.” A
dispensation of the gospel has been committed to
us, and we stand forth marshaled before the world,
under the banner, “ Horingss 10 THE Lorp.”
i+ I would not be captious, but will you excuse
me while I venture a few thoughts which were
suggested by your last very interesting letter?
Speaking of two very distinguished ministers, you
say, “I could wish that suck would preach the
high doctrines of our creed : I sometimes regret the
efforts made by inferior skill and low experience
to praclaim these holy mysteries.” I confess, dear
doctor, the expression, “high doctrines of cur
creed,” and. “mysteries,” elicited my jealousy.
Does not the expression, high doctrine,” intimate
something above ordinary attainment, as though
the doctrine of holiness were something beyond
the reach of the mass of professors? Your words,
I fear, give but about a truthful exposition of the
views generally entertained on this subject. But
in view of the position in which we stand to this
doctrine, is it well that we should look upon it as
among the “mysteries ” of our holy religion? Is
it not because it is regarded in this light by very
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The Ministry and the Laity.  “How did you ife the Discourse ?”

many of our ministers, that it is not a matter of
more general experience among the laity? Yet
though your position may be truthful in the esti-
mation of the church at large, and especially with
the majority of the ministry, I am obliged to ques-
tion its utility. This may look like temerity, but
the harmful tendencies of the course are so appa-
rent to my own mind, that I dare not be silent.
And yet I do not wonder that you should shrink
from the. ministrations of men of low expenence
and inferior skill. I have myself been placed in
circumstances to sympathize with you herein.
Some time since I heard a very popular young
minister, who to my surprise took this as the
theme of his discourse. But it was very evident
that he could not say with Wesley, Fletcher, or
Fisk, «“ We speak that we do know, and testify that
we have seen.” He afterward questioned me as
to my views of the discourse. I dared not do
otherwise than point at deficiencies. He pleaded,
by way of apology, that he had so many engage-
ments, that he really had not time to Iook into
these deeper things of God—these high and holy
“mysteries.,” Does this comport well with Mr.
Wesley’s last advice in relation to this our dis-
tinguishing doctrine? 1t reads thus: “Therefore,
all our preachers should make a point 6f preaching
perfection to believers constantly, strongly, and ez-
plicitly ; and all our prliachers should mird this



~

210 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS.

Our Doctrine. How others regard us. Dilemma.

one thing, and continually agonize for it.” If this
sacred charge had been kept, we had doubtless
had scores of witnesses where we now have one.
Then had we better fulfilled the designs of God in
raising us up as a people. Indeed, it is by this
doctrine of holiness that we have been mainly
distinguished from other denominations. Besides,
our close identification with this doctrine is the
aspect in which, as I bave often had occasion
to observe, other denominations mainly regard
us. I have known numbers of those who had
been sincerely opposed to the doctrine of Chris-
tian perfection, who, on resolving to become Bible
Christians, have found that holiness is a Bible
doctrine. On perceiving this, their minds have
at once been turned to us. Now, dear brother,
what shall we do? If this grace be held up as an
attainment, so high that but few even among the
ministry enjoy it, where shall we direct these in-
quirers? I do not ask this question as though it
were a merely supposable dilemma.

Such cases are more frequent than those who
stand high in our church councils imagine. ‘Would
that it were not so: for were our responsibility in
regard to this doctrine fully perceived by those in
authority, then the note of alarm might be heard
throughout our borders. To assure you that my
solicitude is not needl%s/ let me instance two or
three cases in point.
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Prof. —. Our Creed and our Hearts. What would you have said ?

Professor , of whose deep interest in the
doctrine of Christian holiness you are fully aware,
came to this city earnestly desiring to know the
way of the Lord more perfectly. The first point
of attraction was the M. E. ——; imagining’that
the enjoyment of the witness of holiness was the
general experience of our ministers, he expected
here to elicit much light and a ready response to”
his feelings. But he soon found, that though holi-
ness was our distinguishing doctrine as a people,
neither our ministry nor membership were gene-
rally distinguished by living in the enjoyment of it,
as he had fondly anticipated, and with deep regret
he mentioned his disappointment to us. What
could we say ?—for surely this was calculated to
paralyze his own efforts in the pursuit of it.

At another time, a gentleman belonging to the
Presbyteriin Church had become so desirous of
the blessing of full salvatiof, that the members of
his own denomination had already begun to look
at him as somewhat Methodistical. One evening
he stepped into the church where I was worshiping.
It was during a season of revival, and much ardor
was manifested. As he stood overlooking the
Jarge congregation, he said earnestly, “I suppose .
all here enjoy the blessing of holiness.” I cannot
tell you how my heart was pained. And think
how formidable the attempt at a reply. What
would you have said, dear Dr. ——? Rumningmy

|
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1in50.  Standard of Obligation. ~ Raised for a Special Purpose

eye over the assembled multitude, I could not see
one in fifty who professed to be living in the en-
joyment of that state. But is the state of our
congregations, generally, more encouraging even
than this ?
‘What does it avail that we hold this as a high
doctrine of our creed? The fact of doing so but
“increases our obligations an hundred fold. It is
the servant who knows his Lord’s will, and does it
'not, that is to be beaten with many stripes. Un-
less we have witnesses to substantiate our theory,
what do we more than others ?
¢ Ah, what avails superior light I
That there are so few comparatively among the
membership who profess to enjoy the blessing may
be attributed to the fact, that there is so little ex-
plicit and experimental testimony among the min-
istry on this point. Our dear brother is placed in
a position to “begin at the sanctuary.” You may
remember that when you were so ill, that you en-
tertained but little hope of ever again engaging in
active service, we even then indulged the expecta-
tion that God might raise you up for the special
" purpose of arousing the ministry on this all-im-
portant topic. But where shall I stop? I fear I
i may weary you, and hasten to an item of business

upon which we have been desired to address you.
* % % % % % %

Adieu, dear brother; pray for us that “ God may
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Property. Given by God. Unequally bestowed.

fulfill all the good pleasure of his goodness in us,

and the work of faith with power.”
Yours, &e.

- No XXXV.—TO MR. J

Disposition of property—Inequalities of human condition—Respon
sibility graduated by possession—-Prudent foresight recommended
by Solomon—Of those who heap together riches—Comparative
liberality—Censoriousness—¢ Are rich men required to give up
all 7’—Community of goods—A debate.

Dzrar BrotHER J-

asks to know my views in re-

gard to the disposal of property. This is a subjeet -

so comprehensive in bearing, that it is not without
earnestly imploring wisdom from above, that I
venture to give my thoughts upon it.

«The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith
thie Lord of hosts.” Nothing can be more evident
than this fact, viz.: that God is the Giver,
whatever variety may appear in the distribution
of his gifts. That God should dispense earthly
good with a hand, seemingly, so unequal, is a
subject at which skeptics have caviled. But
when we remember that the great Master of the
household is training subjects in this world for im-
mortality and eternal life hereafter, and, to prove
- the fidelity of each, has placed at his disposal a
given amount of his goods, that he may on his re-
turn receive his own with usury, the difficulty is
solved.
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Heaven’s Nobility. The Rich are to serve the Poor.

To some he has given, with but a small portion
of this world’s goods, much humble faith, and pa-
tient endurance. These, if they occupy faithfully
till the Lord come, will, in the truest sense of the
word, be of heaven’s nobility. < Hath not God
chosen the poor of this world, 7icA in-faith, and
keirs of the kingdom ?” Those to whom he has
intrusted much of earthly good; he has made the
servants of his chosen ones; intending, if we « oc-
cppy till he come,” faithfully, that we shall not be
spiritually poor, but “rich in good works, being
ready to distribute, willing to communicate.”

Yet I daily feel that it is not a small thing that
a man be found faithful. In reference to prop-
erty, as well as other means of doing good, God
will surely require his own, with usury. How
will it be with those intrusted with a large por-
tion of this world’s goods, who are koarding it up,
while the interests of Christ’s kingdom are making
Joud and incessant demands ?

“But,” it is said, “if none should lay up for
seasons of emergency, how disastrously might
sudden bereavements, such as are continually oc-
curring, by death, or unlooked-for reverses, ope-
{ rate ?” A prudent foresight may not be scriptu-
! rally condemned; it is rather approved: see
I Prov. vi, 8. The exanple of the ant, who provi-
;

deth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her
food in the harvest, is presented, by way of re-

T e ey I L S e e
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Prudent Foresight. Hoarding. God’s Rule.,

proof, to those who are prone io improvidence.
But this furnishes no plea for those to whom it
may be said, “Your riches are corrupted, and
your garments are moth-eaten ; your gold and sil-
ver is cankered ; and the rust of them shall be a
witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as
it were fire : ye have heaped treasure together for
the last days.” I often fear that this passage may

~ be applicable to some rich men of the present day,

“who name the name of Christ.
As T am more or less engaged,in several benevo-
lent schemes, I must say that, as a whole, I have
~[ found persons in ordinary circumstances much
more disposed to give, according to their ability,
than the rich. The moral impropriety of this is
apparent, and a reference to the Scriptures shows
it to be palpably wrong. Paul says, “Let every
one lay by him in store as God Fath prospered
him :” and no duty, on any point, can be more
clearly demonstrated than this, viz.: that it is a

* duty to give according to the ability which God

has given. For a man, then, who is worth $20,000,
to give no more than one worth $1,000, other
things being equal, is absolutely sinful. This
may seem severe; but if it be absolutely sinful to
disobey God, then he who does not give according
to his ability, or, in other words, as God hath
prospered him, is guilty of disobedience.

" Ihope I may not seem to favor that destroyer
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-,

Piety may coexist with Wealth.

of Christian unity, censoriousness, which is not un-
frequently indulged by a class of persons who
would unchristianize everything they cannot bring
down to their own level.

From the early ages of the world there have
been different classes in community. Abraham,
who was eminently the friend of God, was #ich.
From his history, we may conclude that the posi-
tion in the society in which he moved. was com-
manding. David, the man after God’s own heart,
was a king, and of course was surrounded with the
trappings of royalty. The devout meditations and
the msplred hymns of the Psalmist, which furnish
such precious food for the humble, holy soul, were
many of them, doubtless, written in a king’s palace.
It would be well for those who are disposed to
condemn such as have been raised, in the order of
God, to-a position somewhat above themselves, to
remember this.

Joseph of Arimathea, the rich disciple, went
and craved the body of Jesus, though the other
disciples had forsaken him in his hour of greatest
peril.  Joseph was not ashamed to avow himself
a disciple now, though adherence to his Lord ex-
posed him to contumely and scorn. Duties would
not have been laid down, regulating the conduct
of the poor and rich—of masters and servants—
were not such duties recognized by God.

I was not long since in a little company, where
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¢« All Things common.” An Income spent for God.

the unity of the Spirit was marred by a little con-
versation, which ran about thus. The-case of a
deeply piows minister, who was reputed to be rich,
was mentioned. A Christian brother remarked,
by way of reference to this minister, that if the
same kind of religion prevailed at the present day,
as prevailed in the days of the apostles, the same
effect would be produced; that is, we should
have “all things common.” A friend, who greatly
valued the Christian character of the minister in
question, observed, that he was yearly, by his be-
nevolent operations, consuming more than the inte-
rest of his money, and if the principal were expend-
ed, his ability to do good in this way must cease.
This did not satisfy, and a censorious spirit, which
ever seems to possess some infectious quality, was
communicated to a friend present, who said, that
she “never could understand how an individual
* could have the spirit of his Master, and yet see the
heathen perishing, without giving up all he pos-
sessed.” The minister’s friend endeavored to main- -
tain, by way of argument in his defense, that if the
principal were expended, his present mode of doing
good to thousands must cease, and that he could
not, therefore, as a faithful steward, give up the
entire of his property for present expenditures ;
but the brother who, perhaps, had never possessed
means calculated to test his own fidelity on this
point, remained unyielding in the opinion, that if the



s e e

1218 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS.

Lliberal Views. Au lncoml\.muc;

principles of holmess prevmlcd a commumty of in-
terests would be the result. These views being
“very confidently expressed, bore heavily on a decply
devoted person present, who was possessed of
more means than cither of the former, and who,
doubtless, was far more liberal than those who, by
their opinion, had condemned her. And thus the
interview ended.

It is because-I have known several cases where
the unity of the spirit has been so sadly marred by
similar views, that I have taken time to present
this subject more fully. Itis true, I cannot well
apprehend a state of holiness, as otherwise than
comprehending all with which we stand connected.
The idea of being wholly the Lord’s, and yet with-
holding our property from his control, implies an
utter inconsistency. Yours truly.

No. XXXVL.—TO MR. J

A stumbling block.—¢ One hundred dollars instead of six"—-Tho'
wealthy father and his two sons—Jacob's vow—Large income for
the Lord’s treasury—A broken vow—Obstacle to religious pros
perity—Tests of fidelity—David's view of liberality—Systematic
mode of giving—The tenth devoted—*‘ Giveth and yet increaseth”
—Missionaries.

Dear BrotHER J——. It is because some seem
to practice on the principle that they may be wholly
the Lord’s, and yet not exhibit the fruits of holi-
ness in relation to giving, that the good way has
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—

Worth $100,000, Givos $100, Two Sons spolled.

often been cvil spoken of, The eye of my mind is
now resting on one who is said to be worth about
$100,000. The amount he expends in benevolent
operations does not probably exceed $100 per ann. ;
whereas, if he should but give the tenth, as was
required under the Jewish dispensation, he would
put at, least $600 into the Lord’s treasury yearly.
But why should a follower of Christ, “ who, though
he was rich, yet for dur sakes became poor, that
we through his poverty might be rich”—why
should such a one wish to hold so large an amount
of his Lord’s goods in his hands, while souls, for
whom his Saviour died, are perishing in ignorance
and want? I can assure you, brother J—, I
would not be willing that my Lord should come
and find me with so much of his goods hoarded up.

I was acquainted with two individuals, profes-
sors, of very dissimilar character, who-have both
gone to their account. The first *died probably
worth about 80 or $100,000, leaving his property
{0 two unconverted sons, one ‘of whom soon dis-
posed of his portion by careless expenditures,
making it of little account ecither to himself or
others. His brother concluded that it were better
not to risk his share in the chances of business, and
consequently hoards it up, and is leading a life of
idleness. Thus, what might have been expended
by the father in laying up treasure in heaven, by
spreading the light of the glorious gospel, is being
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Who would die rich ? The Vow ~  $60 for 81.

spent by these sons, (who were spoiled by youth-
ful indulgences,) in that which has been telling
only to their hurt. In view of the reckonings of
eternity, when such fathers shall be called to render
an account of their stewardship, does it look de-
sirable to die réch? ~

The case of the other friend differs widely. He
commenced his business career with a solemn re-
solve to acknowledge God in all his ways. With _
the patriarch Jacob, he took upon himself a solemn
voww, “Of all that thou shalt give me, I will surely
give the tenth unto thee.”” He also resolved, that
he would never be what the world might term a
rich man. Though at first he was often in straits,
yet he had much to assure him that his vow was
not unrecognized by God. Ie once related to me
the following :— i .

“ Calling one morning, as he went to his office,
on a poor mémber of Christ’s family, he found her
unexpectedly destitute. He had but one dollar in
his pocket, and he hesitated whether he could with
propriety give it, but believing'that she needed it
more than himself, he gave it. During that day .
he made sixty dollars, and so sure was he that .

. God had rendered him sixtyfold, that the enemy

urged upon him afterward the singular temptation,
that it would seem like bribing God to restore unto
him sixtyfold, should he still persist in calling on
the poor before engaging in the business of the
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Thousands a Year for God. A Broken Vow,

day. During some portions of his life he was so
greatly prospered of God, that, in fulfillment of his
vow, he was enabled to put into the Lord’s treasury.
several thousands yearly. He on one occasion re- -
lated to me the case of a young friend, a member
of his Bible class, who, by his advice, was induced
to take upon himself the same sacred vow. This
friend, at the time of his engagement, had a mother
and sister under his care, and was receiving a salary
of about $300. He devoted the tenth, and was
enabled to live comfortably. The next year his
salary was raised to $500. He still adhered to =
his vow, and abounded, of course, in yet greater
comforts at home. His employers continued to
increase his salary, until it amounted to $1200 per
annum. He had for some time been uneasy
from the idea that he was giving {00 muck—more
than persons, in his circumstances, generally gave,
&c. Mentioning this to his friend and adviser, he
observed, that he thought hé ought to lay up
more, as his mother was getting old. At last
he yielded to the tempter, and actually ceased to
perform his vow. He soon made ¢ shipwreck of
faith and a good conscience.” M. continued
faithfully to render unto the Lord according to his
ability, until called to give an account of his
stewardship. .
I am sure that the day of eternity will reveal
- wuch sin lying at the door of the church on ac-

R rEmimn
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Leanness. How God could feed the Poor.- David’s Remark.

count of her deficiencies in giving. If men could
behold the causes of spiritual leanness as God sees
them, they would doubtless discover in this sin of
covetousness the chief obstacle to the religious
prosperity of thousands. “He that soweth spa-
ringly shall reap sparingly.” “God loveth the
cheerful giver.” The Dispenser of all good could
say, Be ye warmed and be ye clothed, to every
destitute being throughout the world, or could
feed them by the hand of angels, as Elijah was fed,
if it were not to test the fidelity of those to whom
he has intrusted a sufficiency to meet this object.
In like manner might every benevolent operation
of the day, for the diffusion of light and truth, be
sustained by means and influences wholly super-
natural, if it were not' that our gracious Lord has
designed that we’ be workers together with him.
But surely the ability to give ought to make us
humble. With David we might say, “ Who am T,
and what is my people, that we should be able to
offer so willimgly after this sort? jfor all things
come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.”
David apprehends a principle of giving which is
not enough thought of, in the words, Shall I
sacrifice that which “dotk cost me nothing 2”

I knew a husband and wife who commenced life
with good ordinary prospects. They had not fixed
their calculations on being rich. When objects
of benevolence presented, they generally gave
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A Husband and Wife.  The Tenth. A Full Treasury.

in about an equal measure with the circle in
which they moved, which was often composed of
persons of much larger means than themselves.
They, perhaps, never really thought that they gave
tpo much. Still, when in the act of giving, the
luxury of doing good might at times have been a
little lessened by the thought, « Can I do this, and
yet be just toward all men ?”

One day the wife said,  Husband, let us have
some systematic mode of giving. Suppose we fix
on the tenth.” <I think we give more than that
now,” he replied. “But everything,” said the
wife, “ with which our heavenly Father has to do,
is systematical ; such beautiful order and symmetry
pervade all his works, that we may well believe

~ ¢ Order is heaven’s first law.’
and we can easily give more afterward if needful ;”
and a conclusion was made that the tentk should
be sacredly devoted. The result was, that they
immediately found that the Lord’s tfeasury was
more fully replenished. Not a reasonable demand,
when, as faithful stewards, they had a right to be-
lieve they ought to give, but could be in a moment
met : not from their own treasury—no, it was only
for them to dart a prayer to heaven, and say, “ My
heavenly Father, does this object meet thine ap-
proval ?”” and all was at once settled. A fact in
connection with this mode of giving should be
stated. Though they gave more than formerly,

TR
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“Scattereth,yet increaseth.” ¢ Why not give all 7 The Missionary.

yet their means increased, so that they soon be-
came possessed of a competency sufficient to meet
ordinary emergencies. But they still maintained
their former views relative to laying up treasures
on earth. I have heard them say, «“ We never in-
tend to be rich.” If so, should they continue to pros-
per, I think it may not be long before they will be
able to devote a fifth, and so on, until the whole
be offered up to God. And why should not
tradesmen, merchants, or professional men, as assi-
duously endeavor to prosecute a business with an
intention of devoting its proceeds wholly toward
,promoting the interests of the Redeemer? I won-
der why the Christian world does not furnish more
examples of this kind. I have heard that such
may be found who are thus manifesting their de-
votedness to Christ. Yet, do even such exhibit as
much devotedness as the missionary, who not only
- sacrifices all his time, but often also health, friends,

and all the dear delights of ripe society ?

In love, &e.
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The Great Theme. Something Wonderful.

No. XXXVIIL.—TO REV. —.

“Why cannot I believe ?’—Plain dealing—An elevated position in
the church—How attained—Our reputation belongs to God—Ex
pulsions from the ministry—¢ Why insist on terms ?”—A resolve
to stand or fall with tmth—-Ashamed of Christ’s words—The sin

of i knowl], Objection to Scripture phrase-
ology—Paul’s d R i Not igned to Christ—
“ How can ye believe —; Fellowship with Him who made him-
self of no rep i Christ’s benediction on the out:

Rzv. Str,—My mind has been prayerfully interest-.

ed for you ever since our first interview. I re-
joice that your mind has become so powerfully
influenced relative to the privilege of the believer.
‘What more important theme than that of salvation
from sin in the present life! Unless we are re-
deemed from all iniquity, and, as witnesses for
Christ, live in the enjoyment of that state, the
purpose for which Christ was manifest in the flesh
remains unaccomplished. And how wonderful,

with the Bible as the acknowledged standard of .

our faith and practice, that the doctrine of holiness,
or entire sanctification, should have become a matter
of controversy !

Yet, with those who love the truth in sincerity,
and who consult the hvely oracles for themselves,
instead of following the traditions of men, this glo-
rious doctrine will not long remain questionable. I
am, indeed, most happy to know that your scruples
have at length been wholllg removed. But yet you

- —
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“ Why can’t I believe?”  Eminence. ¢ Who gaveit?”

say, that you do not experimentally know of this
doctrine. You, for some time past, have greatly
desired this enjoyment, but why you are not en-
abled to believe and receive the end of your faith,
with you yet remains inexplicable. I am happy
to hear you say that the hinderance, whatever it
may be, is with yourself, for you judge Him faith-
{ful who hath promised, who also will do it, as soon
as you comply with the conditions upon which it is
promised. I have conversed with many, who, to
my mind, seemed to be on similar ground with
yourself, and perceive what I imagine may hinder
your faith from laying hold on the promises. I
believe you wish plain dealing, and that as you
have no fault to find with your Saviour, you would
gladly know where the fault may be.

. I know you will give God all the glory, when I
allude to the fact, that you occupy a commanding
position in the Christian world. In the order of
Providence, you have influence with prominent men

* in the ministry and the laity, who are opposed,

some of them violently, to the doctrine of salvation
from all sin in the present life. By your pen also,
you are favorably known in the literature of the
day, and thus stand before the Christian commu-
nity of Europe and America as a theologian of sin-
cere, earnest, and enlightened piety. Now, should
I ask you how this commanding position was at-
tained, in looking back upon every step which you
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Is your Reputation surrendered ? The Alternative.

have ascended, you would acknowledge the help-
ful Spirit of grace, and with humility and gratitude
you would ascribe to God, glory in the highest.
Then you know that your reputation already belongs
to God. Have you rendered, or are you now ren-
dering, it back to Him? Let me, as in the presence
of the high and holy One, solemnly urge your
prayerful examination of yourself on this point, for
here 1 think you may find the difficulty. = Is it your
intention that the avowal of your belief in this
doctrine shall be coextensive with your influence ?
You now in blameless reputation stand enranked
with men who have thrust from their midst those
who were, and are now, experimental witnesses of
the attainment of holiness. The blamelessness of
their lives, and their increased zeal and success in
winning souls to Christ, were fully and freely ad-
" mitted by the brethren who refused them church

fellowship. ¢ But your doctrine! That is whatwe

donot like.” < Holiness, sanctification, or Christian
perfection—these are terms which we do not ap-
prove. Renounce them, and you are still one
with. us, and together we will fight against sin,
the world, and Satan. Refuse, and we use the
awful power delegated ‘to us by the Head of the
church, and we not only thrust you from our ranks,
but we depose you from the Christian ministry, and
henceforth you are to us as a heathen man and a
publican,”

)
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<1
— ¢ Why not call it Consecration?” “*-Ashamed of Christ’s words.

And why could not these dear brethren accede
to your wishes, and call the state into which the
Saviour had brought them, a state of “consecra-
tion,” or * the assurance of faith,” instead of sanc- y
tification or holiness? Because, the doctrine of
entire sanctification and holiness is set forth as’
; you acknowledge you have found it, clear as
~ noon-day, in the Bible, and they had in reality
given themselves up to be as their Master, even
“of no reputation,” and they had also fully pur-
posed to stand or to be thrust out with the truth.
JESUS, THE WAY AND THE TRUTH, was with them,
) and when you thrust them out because they were
- . mot ashamed of Christ and his worps before this
adulterous generation, did not the Saviour say to
the hearts-of those of you who had thus proved
I that you were ashamed of his words, « Of him also
shall the Son of man be ashamed before his Father
. and the holy angels ?”
,‘m . In the judgment of Christian charity it may
doubtless be said of some of them, ¢ Brethren, I
wot that through ignorance ye did it:” but does
this make repentance and confession less necessary ?
« If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.” If the condition be not complied
with, that is confession, the first point in the pro-
cess is not met, and of course forgiveness and cleans-
ing cannot follow. Etfernal consequences- hang
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‘The Creed and the Bible. ¢ Why must I use those Words 7”

upon your prompt compliance with this condition.
Is the purification of the heart by faith a light
matter, when God hath said, “Without koliness no
man shall see the Lord 2"
I am aware that it is a doctrine of your creed, as
a people, that salvation from all sin may not be
expected until the hour of the soul’s dismission from
the body; but you have frankly acknowledged, in
social intercourse with friends who have embraced
the same views of truth as yourself, that the Bible
does not authorize this creed. The Sun of righte-
ousness has risen upon your heart, and you see and
Jfeel that you must be saved from sin, and in the
daily epistle of your life and conversation exhibit
the power of Christ to save. Yet, should the
Lord bring you into this state of salvation, you are
not willing to come out and confess it in Scriptural
words. “ Why, when these words are so objection-
able,” you ask, ¢should I be required to use them ?
May I not live in a state of entire devotion to God,
and profess the assurance of faith, and entire con-
secration to ihe service of Christ, without using the
objectionable words, holiness or sanctification, and
- thus save my reputation, that I may bé.more ex-
tensively useful ?”” No! for then would the offense
of the cross have ceased. And the very idea s¢ems
to imply, that you were to be in some way the
gainer by.being ashamed of the words of Christ.
“But does not Paul speak of being all things to

E————
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Paul. The Honest Avowal.  Reputation versus Truth.

all men, that he might gainsome ?””  As well might
Paul have maintained his rank among the persecu-
tors -of his Lord, after he had ceased his hostilities,
from a persuasion that if he should lose his repu-
tation with them, he might remove himself from a
position in which he might be useful to them.
‘Whereas, the very fact of his having been in re-
putation among the Jews, ¢ having sat at the feet
of Gamaliel and been taught according to the per-
feot manner of the law of the fathers, being
zealous toward God, and persecuting this way
unto death;’ was a very commanding reason
why he should come out, when convinced of
his error, as a zealous promoter of truth, and en-
deavor that his influence and zeal in defense of the
truth should be coextensive with what théy had
been in defense of error. I would not intimate
that you have persecuted this way: what your
former course may have been is not known to
me, but this I know, that you now feel not only
a union in doctrinal sentiment, but a sweet cleav—
ing of Spirit to those who profess to enjoy this
grace. But so careful are you of your reputation,
that even in this you are seemingly afraid of being
brought out. Why all this, if your reputation were
not dearer to your heart than Trure? O, be no
more ashamed of Christ and #is words. Has he
given you honor? Lay this thy gift also upon the
altar; and if you value your hope of eternal life, O
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¢ One Thing thou lackest.” “How can ye believe

think not more of the gift than of the altar upon
which your gift is sacrificed, and by which it is
sanctified. How soon may the gift which is not
used’in promoting the divine glory be withdrawn
from you! You may in sineerity have thought that
you were living in a state of entire consecration;
but unless you have laid your reputation, as well as
everything else, upon the altar, you are not thus
living before God. To be candid, from the first
interview I had with you, I have believed this to
be the difficulty in the way of your exercising
that faith which bnngs into the enjoyment of pre-
sent salvation from sin. If a Jew had broubht to
the altar a sacrifice which he knew to be in any
degree imperfect, would he have any authority
from the word of the Lord for believing it holy,
acceptable? Imagine that he had lingered long
at the altar in most earnest desire for the reception
of his gift, would the God of the altar have been
moved, hecause of his importunity, to accept and
seal the blemished offering? As well might we
imagine that the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ could deny himself, and that with him
were variableness and turning. ¢ How can ye be-
lieve which receive honor one of another, and seek not
the honor that cometh from God only 2

The mention of this passage reminds me of a
dear friend, who for years stood about in the same
experience and belief as yourself. I may also say,
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The Short and Easy Way.  Christ’s Example. Come out.

that he was a minister in good repute in your
communion. One day, after he had been speaking
of the many years he had been a believer in the
doctrine of holifiess, and of his earnest desires for
the blessing, &c., I said, “ How can you account
for this, brother, that you should with so much
sincerity and earnestness have been seeking the
blessing for years without obtaining it ?”” He quick-
Iy replied, that just so soon as he was willing to
give up that honor which cometh from the world,
“and to seek that honor which cometh from God
only, he found it perfectly easy to believe.” Will
my dear friend try this short and easy way? O
give up your reputation! Consent to a fellowship
with Him who “made himself of no reputation :”
““who, for the joy that was set before him, endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God.” For
consider Him that endured such contradiction of
sinners against himself, and resolve, if need be, to
follow his example of patient endurance. Be will-
ing, in obedience to the command of the high and
holy One, to “ sanctify the Lord God in your heart,
and let him be your fear and your dread.” Come out,
and be separate in verity and in profession, touch
not the unclean thing, and then the promise at
once meets you, “I will receive you.” But be
assured, on the authority of God’s word, that you
will not be able to believe with the heart, until you
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Give and receive. Lead the Way.  Coming to the Light.

are willing to make confession with the mouth.
The purpose of God in making us the receivers of
his grace, is that we may be its dispensers also.
“ Give, and it shall be given you.”

If all of your denomination who are in heart be-
lievers in the attainment of holiness as a doctrine
of the Bible, should stand out fearlessly in the de-
fense of truth, what a revolution might be pro-
duced! Perhaps it is only for you to come out
with an avowal of your views, in order to bring
others to the point who are standing in about the
same position as’ yourself. If you have more
influence than some others, for this talent, which
might be so favorably used on this subject, you
are responsible.

The churches are gradually coming to the light.
It is my earnest prayer that the Lord may raise up
instruments in the denomination to which "you
belong, to hold up this precious light. How do
you know but it may be the design of God to as-
sign you a prominent place among those instru-
ments, so that you may say rejoicingly,—

¢ And I enjoy the glorious shame,
The scandal of the cross.”

The Lord save you from declining this honor, if it
be his will concerning you. But should it be
given you in behalf of Christ, not only to believe
on his name, but also to suffer for his sake, why
1ot glory in this your inheritance? Your Saviour
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Blessing on the Outcast. Poor, but rich in Faith.

hath said, “Blessed are ye when men shall hate
you, and when they shall separate you from their
company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your
name as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. Rejoice
and be exceeding glad, and leap for joy, for great
is your reward in heaven, for in like manner did
their fathers unto the prophets.”
Yours, &e.

' No. XXXVIIL—TO REV. MR. H—.

Teaven’s nobility incog—Views presented by the Spirit on the sub-
ject of confession—A sanctified soul hails from heaven ~The force
of the clause, “in earth as in heaven”—An angsel on earth;

his singleness of purpose; his heroic zeal—My boast in the
Lord.”

Wk have daily been expecting the return of brother
Ww. , to forward the inclosed $10, which, though
he is now absent from us, have been gained in part
through his instrumentality ; in answer to your re-
quest, for your friend, who though poor in this
world, is, it seems, rich in faith. Heaven’s nobility
often goes incog here on earth. It is an honor to
be coveted to be counted meet

¢ After our lowly Lord to go,

And serve the heirs of heaven below.”

And now, what cheer, dear brother? Is your
blessed Saviour still in close companionship with
you? Let me say, to the praise of his grace, that
I have never proved his sustaining power more
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Dead. Former Views recur. ¢ Can you do it

- gloriously than of late. The significant passage,
“For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ
in God,” has been apprehended in my recent ex-
perience so deeply, that language fails to express
what I would say.

Some views which I received on the memorable
hour, when I was permitted, through the blood of
the everlasting covenant, to enter within the veil,
have recurred to my mind with much force within
a few days. They were the communications of the
Spirit, and; as such, I am sure will ever be useful
tome. Idonotremember ever to have mentioned
them to you, and it has been urged upon my mind,
that it may be well to present them to my beloved
brother.

Just prior to the reception of these views, it had
been suggested that I might be called to testify of
this grace before hundreds and thousands. | In view
of this, it was proposed, «Can you do it?” I was
startled at the thought! Not from an unwilling-
ness to profess the blessing before an assembled
universe, if such were the will of God concerning
me; but the remembrance came up before me, of
the many times I had resolved to confess Christ
before men, and had failed by yielding to the plau-
sible reasonings of the deceiver. “ How possible to
mistake duty !I”” with a variety of similar suggestions,
would be urged, until the opportunity had passed,
and when too late, my foe stood ready to taunt me
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Svggestion. A Member of the Body. I will rather die than yield

with the victory he had gained. And now it was
suggested, that this was the way I should lose the
i blessing, and you will not wonder that I was start-
led at the thought.

! I saw it was necessary that some principles
' should be established in my mind, relative to what
might constitute duty on this point. The matter
i was resolved thus. On any occasion, when I had
: reason jto believe that a declaration of what God
had done for my soul might be helpful to my own -
spititual interests, even though another;might not
be specially benefited, this should fix the duty re-
lative to my own soul, and might have a bearing
upon my neighbor also, inasmuch as I was but a
part of the great body, and, for the ultimate good
of the whole, it was needful that I should be in 2
healthful state.

You may at once perceive by analogy, how duty
to my neighbor, in relation to confession, was made
plain also. After perceiving what should consti-
tute duty, I was enabled to resolve, that if it liter-
ally cost me my life to go forward, I would make
that sacrifice rather than yleld to the shrinkings of
the flesh.

It was at this point that the Lord gave me to
see more fully the nature of the blessed state upon
which I had entered. Ihad said, « Into thy hands
I commit my spirit, for thou hast redeemed me, O
Lord God of truth.” It was suggested, Had your
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A Soul committed to God. ‘We belong in Heaven.

spirit actually returned to the Ged who gave it,
at the time you made this solemn surrender, and
were it said, after having mingled for a little time
in adoration with the burning spirits before the
throne, You are now required to return® for a
little time to earth, to confess Christ before men,
as a Saviour, able to save unto the uttermost,
would you hesitate in declaring the object of your
mission before hundreds and thousands?

I at once perceived that I would have no more
to do with the world, so far as being inflienced
by its opinions, than would Gabriel, or any inhabit-
ant of heaven who might be commissioned for the
performance of a work on earth; and my burning
spirit only needed an angel’s wing to bear it through
the habitable earth, to proclaim “full salvation
through faith in the blood of the Lamb.” I now
apprehended in my experience the meaning of the
prayer, “Thy will be done in earth as it is done
in heaven.” The beautiful words of our poet,—

¢« Let us, to perfect love restored,
Thine image here retrieve,
And, in the knowledge of our Lord,

The life of angels live,”’—
had power and point in them: In experimental
verity I now realized the truth of the Saviour’s
words: “Ye are not of the world, but I have chosen
you out of the world, therefore the world hateth
you.” How unreasonable did it appear to expect
sympathy from the world, Christ’s avowed enemy !
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-~ *An Angel on Earth. Fidelity. Zeal.

Let us conjecture, dear brother H , What might
be the.sentiments that would inspire one of those
angel spirits who have been centuries past doing
the will of God in heaven. Were it said to such
a one, You are commissioned by the will of your
holy Sovereign to perform a mission to earth. It
may require threescore and ten years of time, ac-
cording to earthly computation, and whilc there,
you must lay aside your angel-wing, and -your,
flaming spirit must be enshrined in just such a
fo'm as mortals wear, and to the various vicissi-
tudes to which men are subject you must submit.
He comes! But conceive the sentiments which in-
spire him to action. Is he influenced to be as
nmuch like the world as he may be, or does his
ardor, in the performance of his work, reprove the
world, and show a regardlessness of its smiles or
frowns? And in relation to the reception of his
message, has he not such an assurance that it is
not his own, but the message of his Lord, as to
make it his only concern to deliver it faithfully,

- that he may, in the most expeditious manner, ac-

complish his great work? Think you not that the
aspirations of his heaven-born soul might incline
him to efforts far more ardent than the children of
this world, or even some professed Christians, might
think necessary ?

And now, let me make my boast in the Lord,
and say, Somewhat similar are the sentiments which
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The Author’s Experience. Inquiries.

have influenced my heart ever since I was enabled,
by the power of the Holy Spirit, to set myself apart
wholly for God. O what a deadness to the world
do I continually realize! I have received the sen-
tence of death in myself, that I should not trust in
myself, but in Him that raiseth the dead, and I
experimentally apprehend that he hath raised me
to entire newness of life. I feel that I have but
one work, and that is to do the will of my heavenly
Father. Heavenismy kome. Christ is my Saviour.
Exalted be his name for ever! Yours, &c.

No. XXXIX.—TO REV. MR. M——.

Questions proposed—¢ What is the witness of the Spirit ?’—Wes-
ley’s definition—‘ He that believeth hath the witness”—A pro-
missory note—Ten years® experience—Whether we believe or not
is matter of consciousness—¢ What are the evidences of entire
sanctification 7’—¢ The Spirit itself beareth witness”—¢ By what
marks may we know that we are entirely sanctified ?”’—Sympathy
with Christ—The mind of Christ—Continuzous waiking in Christ.

Ovr- beloved brother M.’s letter should not have
remained so long unanswered had time permitted
an carlier reply. You make several important in-
quiries which it would give me much pleasure to
answer were my abilities equal to my wishes. Not
that I regard the subjects of inquiry obscure, for
to my mind they-appear plain, but because, as one
says, “it is hard to find words, in the language of
men, to explain the deep things of God.”

[,
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Witnes;'df the Spirit.  _ ‘Wesley’s Views.

« What is the witness of the Spirit £ stands first
in importance among your questions. In answer
to this inquiry, Mr. Wesley says something like
this, “It is an inward impression on the soul,
whereby the Spirit of God immediately and directly
witnesses to our spirit, that the grace which we
have-desired is imparted.” With me, this witness
has, I think, invariably been given the moment I
bave wnwaveringly believed God. We have re-
celved of that Spirit whereby we Znow the things
freely given to us of God. The Spirit ¢self bear-
eth witness with our spirit. ' In all my experience
God has honored an implicit Teliance on his word,
and immediately on believing, my heart is ready to
exclaim, “He that believeth, hath the witness in
himself.” ‘

I cannot well conceive how it may be otherwise,
than that the believing one should receive, and in

" conscious possessien enjoy, the precise object which
his faith has grasped. ~According to our faith it is -

done unto us. ‘Said I not unto thee, If thou
wouldst believe, thou shouldst see the salvation of
God ?” Faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen. If I may have
so much confidence in the promissory note of a
fellow-man, as to make it at once available for
whatever articles I may need in food, raiment, &e.,
with how much str onger.confidence may I say of the
promissory notes of my heavenl\'r Father, “ Faith
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Christ the Word of God. “He that believeth hath the Witness.”

~ _is the substance of things hoped for; the evideice

of things not seen!” Christ says, “The words I
speak unto you they are spirit and they are life.’
And where are the wonderful words thus endued
with spirit and life to b~ found ? ~Surely it were
wisdom to know, for wh would have the temerity
to pronounce a faith resting on t.hese lively oracles,
a dead faith®? -

“Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into

heaven ? that is; to bring Christ down from above ; ,‘

or, Who shall descend into the deep? that'is, ta

bring up Christ again from the dead. But what

saith it? The Worp is nigh theé, evenin thy mouth
and in thy heart ;” here the Wozp is used as being
identical with Christ—the eternal Worp speak-
ing in person. Thas it is, that I apprehend, in
resting upon the Worb, I rest upon Christ as truly
as though the Worp were again made flesh and
. dwelt 'among wus. These important truths, I
trust, I have realized in my experience for more
than ten years past, and it looks to me strangely
.incongruous for. one to say, “I believe, and yet
have 7ot the witnéss in myself.” This form of ex-
pression, or something similar to it, is not unusual
with many sincere persons, who probably\do not
perceive the enormity ‘of their fault. In our com-
munications with each other, each is conscious
whether he hds confidence, and reposes unwaver-
ingly, on the words of tlig other. How unreason-

-



e i e et

1242 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS.

‘What is the Evid of Entire S; i ion?

able then is the idea, that we now receive the com-
munications of the Holy Spirit through the written
word, and not, have the witness, or, in other words,
the internal consciousness that we do believe !
“What is the evidence of entire sanctifica-
tion?” is another inquiry. How might an offerer
at the Jewish altar arrive at an evidence that his
offering was sanctified? In the first place, God
had explicitly made known just the sacrifice re-
ired, and the manner in which it should be pre-
sented. If the offerer had complied with these
requirements, he, of course, knew that he had done
so, or in other words, had the testimony of his own
spirit to assure him of this fact. In immediate
connection with this, the witness of the Holy Spirit
is given as a consequence of relying upon the faith-
fulness of God. The moment kis offering was laid
upon the altar, he had the evidence of God’s word
that his offering was sanctified. “But is there not
an evidence apart from the worp?” The Holy
Spirit always speaks to my heart by the word, and
when I believe it, let me again say, that I at once ex-
perimentally apprehend, as Christ hath said, “that
his words are spirit and life.” David says, “Thou
hast magnified thy worp above all thy name.” If
the word were only looked upon in the light which
emanates from it, the exclamation would never
again be heard, « What ! believe with no other evi-
dence than the word!” If the word is given as
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Marks of Entire Sanctification.

identical with Christ himself, the same as though
his living voice were sounding in our ear, then we
who believe it may with strong confidence exclaim,
“He that believeth hath the witness in himself!”
“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,”
&e.

And yet another inquiry: ¢“By what marks
may we know that we are sanctified ?” I am en-
deavoring to meet your questions in the order in
which they stand in your letter, but the foregoing
infers that we now have the testimony of our own
spirit, and also the Spirit bearing witness with ours
that we are wholly sanctified. 'We were brought into
this state by reposing all upon Christ. If we abide
in Christ, we shall walk even as he walked. .Our
sympathies will be blended with his. The prayer,

¢ My spirit to Calvary bear,
To suffer and triumph with thee,”
will be.answered in our experience. We shall as
truly submit to be with Jesus as the man of sor-
TOWS, inlabors abundant for the salvation of the
perishing, as on the mount, beholding his excellent

" glory. But where might I cease in enumerating

the marks by which we may know that we are
wholly sanctified ? * Let this mind be in you which
was in Christ Jesus,” is perhaps as marked a cha-

- racteristic as can be given. If we have the mind

which was in Christ, it will induce a life which will
correspond, in a degree, with what his was when on

o
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A Growing Assurance. Stability. From Faith to Faith.

earth. Such a life may, in return, bring upon us
trials which will mark our onward progress, much
in the same way as was His when on earth; for,
“In the world ye shall have tribulation.”

The beginning of my confidence has generally
been as the light which shineth more and more
unto the perfect day. The way in which my heart
has become divinely assured, has not been by sud-
den disclosures of truth, or extraordinary internal
or external manifestations, but generally, by a
solemn conviction that God cannot be unfaithful.
He cannot deny himself; but, as the immutable
Jehovah, is ever bound by the law of his nature to
fulfill his promises to the trusting one. The rest
of my soul has been, not in extraordinary emotion,
but “in quietness and assurance.” ¢ Knowledge
and stability shall be the strength of thy times.”
So saith the Spirit by the prophet Isaiah, and these
words happily exhibit what my experience has
been. “We who believe do enter into rest;” yet
it is not enough that I, by a definite act of faith
entered. That act was but one of the many suc-
cessive acts by which I am accomplishing my pas-
sage to the skies: ““ For therein is the righteousness
of God revealed from faith to faith, as it is written,
The just shall live by faith.” The work of the
Father, the Word, and the Spirit, seems, to my ap-
prehension, to have been equally blended, both in
bringing me into this state and in my sustainment
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All Revelations from God are by the Spirit.

since I have entered. Of the Spiritit is said, «“ He
shall not speak of himself,” and his silent operations
on the heart may not always at once be discerned
as distinct from the testimony of our own spirit.
Yet we should ever bear in mind, that whatever
revelations of the Father or the Son are made to
the believing heart, they are all the work of the
Holy Spirit.

It is thus, my dear brother, I am enabled to re-
joice in the conscious operations of the Holy Spirit
on my heart. In receiving the Bible as the voice
of the Spirit, I take the glorious revelations therein
set forth as revelations made by the Spirit, to ex-
hibit God the Father and the Son to my believing
soul. The ineffable glories of the Father and the
Son could never in any degree have been appre-
hended, had not the Spirit taken of the things of
God and revealed them ; and it is thus, my beloved
brother, that we through the eternal Spirit are
brought into communion and fellowship with the
Father and the Son. May the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit, be with you' Amen.

Your sister in Jesus,

/
(
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| Interesting Discipl Dang Heresy.

No. XL.—TO MISS S—.

‘The divine image borne and reflected—The doctrine of entire sanc
tification at conversion considered—It is anti-Wesleyan—Unscrip-
_tural—Christians urged to go on to perfe%ipn—Desi.res for holiness
the result not of bmksﬁdinga{bniom‘active and growing faith—
Humiliating confession of 3& errorist.

e Brother and sister are now with

us. They desire me to present their warmest
. . Christian regards. We feel it to be a great privi-
a lege to enjoy the society of these precious disciples
of the Lord Jesus. They bear the divine impress
so truly, that it tells with great sweetness and power
on the entire circle in which they move. How
often, in beholding these burning and shining lights,
have I ejaculated,—

“?esus, let all thy lovers shine,
Tlustrious as the sun,
And bright with borrow’d rays divine
Their glorious circuit run !’

You speak of your friend, a minister who is pro-
mulgating the opinion, that a soul justified, is also,
and at the same time, fully sanctified. That the
soul is partially sanctified when brought into a
state of adoption, is, I believe, scripturally correct.
But, on the contrary, the notion that at the moment
of adoption the entire sanctification of body, soul,
and spirit, is accomplished, is, I believe, dangerous
heresy. Dangerous, inasmuch as it induces the
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Paul’s Exhortations to Unsanctified Believers.

Lord’s Tedeemed ones to stop short of the prize of
their high calling.

You and I profess to be Wesleyan in our views,
and you know Mr. Wesley took much pains to
arrest this unscriptural doctrine, which began to
develop itself in his day. I say unseriptural, be-
cause it cannot be legitimately drawn from the
Bible. Its partisans affirm that it may, but with no
more truth than other dogmas of the day are said
to be thus deduced. .

Paul was writing to his Christian dretkren, when,
presenting to their view the promises of conformity
to the divine image, he says, “ Having these pro-
mises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holi-
ness in the fear of the Lord.” Would the apostle
have urged them to the attainment of a state of
entire holiness, were they already in the enjoyment
of it? Surely they had not yet cleansed them-
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
when he thus exhorted them.

On another occasion Paul addresses his brethren
thus: “ I could not speak unto you as unto spiritual,
but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.”
Here then were babes in Christ, for inspiration ac-
lmowledges their adoption, but yet they could not
be addressed as wholly spiritual. In view of their
many unsanctified doings, they had merited the
reproofs of the apostle. The significant question,
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Adopted, but not wholly sanctified.

« Are ye not carnal ?”” seems to leave L'oom for the
con_]ecture, that some even in that day might have
had an impression that they were wholly spmtua]
as a concomitant of their adoption. Paul seem-
ingly presents their wrong doing as a proof that
they were not wholly sanctified, and, in the manner
above stated, urges them on to the attainment of
that state.

The same apostle, in writing to the Thessaloni-
an, ini affectionate acknowledgment of their spirit-
ual condition—children of his heavenly Father—
says, “We beseech you, brethren, and exhort you
by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us
how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye
would abound more and more. For ye know what
commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.”
Now, mark the command to which first and special
reference is here made: ¢ This is the will of God,
even your sanctification.” If already wholly sanc-
tified, why this solemn declaration ?

In closing up his epistle, he again reminds
them of his absorbing desire for their entire
sancfification by the prayer—The very God of
peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God that
your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be pre-
served blameless, unto- the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that hath called you,.
who also will do it.”

Had Paul been disposed to urge upon his brethren

e
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Wrong Teachingé. Disastrous Alternatives.
A

the views advocated by the minister you~have men-
tioned, he might have said, My brethren, beloved
in the Lord, when you were first brought nigh by

" the blood of Jesus, and freely justified by his grace,

then ye were no more in any degree carnal, but
were wholly sanctified, throughout spirit, soul, and
body. If by your subsequent daily, yet nearer,
approaches to the Sun of righteousness, any re-
mains of the carnal mind be discovered, it is because
you have either fallen from grace, or what is more
probable, have been mistaken in thinking yourselves
converted at all; for if you were ever truly con-
verted, you were at the same time wholly sanc-
tified.

I have spoken of this unseriptural, anti-Wesleyan
doctrine, as dangerous heresy ; and would not either
of the foregoing alternatiyes be calculated to tell
disastrously on the soul convinced of the necessity
of entire sanctification? To yield to the impression
that he had fallen from grace, and that the enemy
which had been entirely expelled had been permit-
ted to re-enter, were only calculated to move him
to seek for a reinstatement in his former condi-
tion; whereas his true state is that of increased
proximity to the Sun of righteousness, and the
heavenly radiations have only been permitted to
penetrate his soul in order that the discovered de-
ficiencies may be fully removed by the all-cleans-
ing power of his Saviour. Thus, such as God hath
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A Little Leaven. Incongruitits in Theory and Practice.

not grieved would be grieved, and instead of being
encouraged to an onward course, from the convic-
tion that he had been gaining a more thorough
knowledge of his necessities, by drawing nearer to
God, he is driven back to first principles, laying
again the foundation of repentance from dead works,
and of faith toward God.

On the other hand, if the light revealing the re-
mains of the carnal mind be resisted by submitting
to the wrong teaching of men, rather than the
oracles of God, the consequences would be yet
more disastrous than the former alternative. A
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. Could
Satan devise a scheme better suited to his purpose
of getting the soul partially or wholly under his
control, than to induce us to wrap ourselves in the
persuasion that sin is all destroyed, while the re-
mains of corruption are still working within? No
wonder that he so often transforms himself into an

- angel of light, by getting ministers, and now and

then other good persons, to help him by their
sophistry in defending this doctrine. I have
myself witnessed singular incongruities in theory
and practice with some who, with an exhibition of
unhallowed zeal, have defended these views, while,
at the same time, and by their own confession, their
experience and theory were contradicting each
other: It was said to one of these on one occa-
sion, “Brother, are you living in a state of justifi-

>
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Are you wholly sanctified ? The Two States.

cation?” ¢ Yes,” was the reply. “And have
you the evidence that you are wholly sanctified 2’
“No.”

This is a subject on which I feel much interest,
for with much pain I have witnessed its baneful
effects. I had intended to say more, but will
write you soon again.

As ever, in love.

No. XLI.—TO MISS 8

Mr. Wesley’s views—The author’s habit of mind—Evidence of yus-
tification previous to entire sanctification—Movement of the de-
nommatlons toward the unity of the faith—Tuesday meeting—A

ight—Q ions from Wesley—Experience of David—
The a.postles—A cloud of witnesses—Caleb and Joshua—The
danger of refusing to go on to perfection.

.+..... Your own experience furnishes such
conclusive testimony relative to the two states,
justification and sanctification, that I do not wonder
at the solicitude you express in reference to min-
isters who so recklessly controvert this point. I
very much venerate the opinions of Mr. Wesley,
the founder of Methodism, under God. But I am
so constituted, that it seems to be a habit which
the law of my nature demands, to analyze senti-
ments let them come from whom they may, before
I can really receive them as my own. Thus I
seemed to be turned away from all mere human
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Human Helps. Adoption before Sanctification.

opinions, previous to entering into a state of justi-
fication. In like manner, yet with more distinct-
ness, prior to apprehending the state of sanctifica-
tion, was I turned away from human helps, “to
the law and to the testimony.” I have already
informed you of the clear witness of justification
which preceded my entering into the enjoyment
of holiness, and the distinctness of my perceptions
relative to my absolute need of that state. And
then, on-being led by the Spirit through the blood
of the everlasting coyenant into the holiest, you
know something of the manner in which the Holy
Spirit took of the things of God and revealed them
unto me. I could just as well doubt my existence
this moment, as to doubt my own justification
some time previous to being brought into a state
of sanctification. This I know was brought about
by the.teachings of the Spirit through the word,
for every progressive step, as you may remember,
was distinctly directed by the waymarks.Jaid-down
in the word of God.

It is now no small satisfaction for me to know,
that the views' received, by thus carefully testing
every onward movement by the law and the testi-
mony, are so fully in accordance with Mr. Wesley’s
views of Bible truth. The more I search the Serip-
tures, the more I am confirmed in the belief that
Wesley was a man eminently taught of God, and
“mighty in the Scriptures.” The deeply devoted
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The Wesleyan Theology. Unity of the Faith.

of all denominations seem to be verging toward
‘that point, “the unity of the faith,” where the
watchmen see eye to eye. Should it not be cause
of gratitude with those who adhere to Mr. Wesley’s
expositions of Bible truth, that as the watchmen
in Zion approach the point.of union in view, they
seem ‘more and more to appreclate the Wesleyan
theology ?

I know these sentiments might seem egotistic,
should they fall under the eye of some. But I
think I may be permitted to speak with a degree
of “assurance. Perhaps few have had better
opportunity to judge on this subject than myself.
Though your stay in our city was short, yet, by
your visits at our house, and your attendance on the
Tuesday afternoon meetings, it is easy for you to
imagine the ground on which the watchmen may
see eye to eye—the point at which we may arrive,
where we may find ourselves “in the unity of the
faith.” It is a usual thing for ministers of differ-
ent denominations to meet with us on the common
ground of holiness. Here we may say,— '

¢ Even now we speak and think the same,
And cordially agree ;
United all in Jesus’ name,
In perfect harmony.”

[ have observed at one meeting, side by side,
Presbyterian, Baptist, Congregationalist, Mora-
vian, and Methodist brethren, united in sentiment,
heaven beaming in their countenances, sitting under
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Mr. Wesley mi d Q

the banner of love, breathing the atmosphere of}‘
heaven. )

But I have digressed. I began with the mten-
tion of responding to what has been said of those
ministers among us who maintain that they are one
in doctrine with Mr. Wesley on this point, that -
when justified we are at the same time fully sanc-
tified. Mr. Wesley cannot be made to favor these
views without greatly distorting his words.

I have just been at pains to get his precise
wérds on this subject:—¢ From what has been
said we may easily learn. the mischievousness of
that opinion, that we are wholly sanctified when
we are justified ; that our hearts are then cleansed
from all sin, It is true, we are then delivered, as
was observed before, from the dominion of outward
sin, and at the same time the power of inward sin
is so broken, that we need no longer follow, or be
led by it; but it is by no means true, that inward
sinis then totally destroyed, that the root of pride,
self-will, anger, andlove of the world, is then taken
out of the heart, or that the carnal mind, and the
heart, bent to backslidings, are entirely*extirpated.
And to think the contrary, is not, as some sup-
pose, a harmless mistake. No; it does ¢mmense
harm ; it entirely blocks up the way to any further
change : for it is manifest, < They that are whole
do not need a physician, but they that are sick.’
If, therefore, we think we are quite made whole
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Mr. Wesley’s Refutation of an Unscriptural Doctrine.

already, there is no room to seek any further heal-

ing. On this supposition it is absurd to expect a .

further deliverance from sin, whether gradual or
instantaneous.”

Mr. Wesley, in another place, goes on to bring
other arguments against this “new and unscrip-
tural doctrine,” as he terms it, which I may not
now take room to transcribe, at the close of which,
he says, “I cannot, therefore, by any means re-

" ceive the assertion that there is no sin in a believer
from the moment he s justified. First, because it is
contrary to the whole tenor of Scripture. Secondly,
because it is contrary to the experience of the
children of God. Thirdly, because it is absolutely
new, never heard of in the world till yesterday.
And lastly, because it is naturally attended with
the most fatal consequences; not only grieving
those whom God hath not grieved, but perhaps
dragging them into everlasting perdition.” Ihave
quoted largely, but you may not have his Works at
hand, and as I believe I have not read the portion
here given myself for years, I have been glad of
the opportunity of again refreshing my own mind.
Had I known that my views of Scripture on this
point so nearly accorded in word with his, I might
before have given his in place of my own.

These views accord with the religious experience
of men of all ages. After David had said, « He
hath brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of
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Experience. David. The Apostles. A Cloud of Witnesses.

the miry clay,” he further said, “And establishea
my goings.” Doubtless this establishing grace was
given inanswer to the prayer, ¢ Wash me thoroughly
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin:”
“Create in me a clean heart, O God.” Previous
to the day of Pentecost the disciples could dispute
among themselves which should be the greatest;
and Thomas could not believe unless he saw signs
and wonders. Various other wrong doings exhibited
the remains of carnality among them. After the
full baptism of the Holy Ghost was given, strifes,
cowardice, and unbelief, were put away, and in
entire devotion to the service of Christ, they gave
themselves up to the work of establishing his
kingdom on earth. Unequivocal demonstration
was given that the old leaven was purged out.

What a great cloud of witnesses has since
arisen! By the word of their testimony, and the
blood of the Lamb, they have overcome. Thou-
sands of living witnesses could now be adduced of
the attainableness of this state. But O how im-
portant it is that those who have entered this rest
should be explicit in their testimony! It was not
only through the “blood of the Lamb,” but by
the “word of their testimony,” that they of whom
the Revelator spake overcame. .

I am reminded of Caleb and Joshua, who, after
having spied out the good land, gave in “the
word of their testimony ” thus : «“ We are well able
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More Witnesses wanted. The Fallen.  Old Professors.

to go up and possess the good land.” Had only
\ a few more of the spies added their voice to the
"weight of Caleb and Joshua’s testimony, is it pro-
bable that the Israelites would have yielded to
their doubts, whether God would bring them into
the land which he had promised, saymg “Go up
and possess it ?”

Ah, little do those who are not addmg their
voice to the testimony, “ We are well able,” &¢.,
think how the cause may be suffering through their
deficiency. The carcasses of those who fell in the
wilderness furnish a faint resemblance of the many
thousands who have been brought out of spiritual
Egypt, and are now commanded to go up and
possess

¢ The land of rest from inbred sin,

The land of perfect holiness ;”
but who, because of unbelief, refuse to go up.
Alas for the thousands who fall or have fallen in
the wilderness! I sometimes fear that the blood
of many of these may be found on the skirls of
old professors, who, though they may have spied
out the good land, do nevertheless by their own
experience virtually say, “ We are not able to go
up and possess it.”

Mr. Wesley, in his sermon, * Let us go on unto
perfection,” says, * That the doing of this is a point
of the utmost importance:” the apostle intimates
in the next words, « Thxs1 ;vill we do, if God per-
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Danger of falling away. ‘Willing and obedient.

mit.” For it is impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the good word
of God, and the powers of the world to come, and
have fallen away, to renew them again to repent-
ance.” As if he had said, If we do not “go on
to perfection,” we are in the utmost danger of fall-
ing away. “And if we do fall away, it is impos-

* sible (that is, exceedingly hard) to renew us again

to repentance.” )

I have indeed written a long letter, but you are
sd ecritically and also responsibly circumstanced
with respect to the topics presented, that I will not
apologize. .
Your devoted friend.

No. XLII.—-TO MR. C .

The willing and obedient—Profession and practice—The cross—¢ I
will guide thee by mine eye”—Lessons of experience—The im-
portance of immediate action in the use of present grace—A
temptation not to speak definitely yielded to—Sad effects—Re-
proved, but not rejected—God doth not afflict willingly—Holiness
may be forfeited by neglect—A strange testimony—Reply—Ac-
knowledgment—Lingering in duty—Its consequences—Views of
personal obligation.

You say that you know you must be willing and
obedient, if you would eat the good of the land. I
have thought, my dear brother C., that the Lord
had taken much pains to teath you this lesson;
but has not your experience taught you, that it is
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C tion. A Cross sh d. “What do ye more than Others 7

one thing to receive a lesson, and quite another
thing to retain it? My heart assures me, my
precious brother, that you are sincere before God ;
and as you have earnestly asked my advice, I am
sure you-wish me to be candid.

Permit me, then, to say, that grace, I think, has
done much for you. I see no reason to conclude,
that you have been mistaken as to your state, in
conceiving it to be one of consecration to God ;
but yet I have observed, what, by some, might be
deemed discrepancies between your conduct and
profession, which may retard your own progress
and also hinder your success in testifying of Christ
as your full Saviour. Let me instance. Not long
since you were asked to take part in the exercises
of a meeting where your services were really re-
quired. It wasevident that there was not another
present to take your place, but you yielded to the
shrinking of the flesh, and declined before several
who do not profess to be wholly sanctified, saying,
“I do not feel free to it.” Here was one profess-
ing to be wholly sanctified, unwilling to perform a
duty rendered obvious by the providence of God;
and how could those not professing the blessing
reconcile the conduct and the profession? If the
thoughts of most present had been uttered, doubt-
less the response of many hearts had been, “ What
do ye more than others?” I must confess that,
though fully aware of the sincerity of brother C.,
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Follow the Lamb.  Daily Cross.  Painful Experience.

yet I could not but feel that a profession carried out

“thus was hardly to be desired.

Imagine that the Saviour, when “about to bear
the cross up the hill of Calvary for you, had yleld-
ed to the shnnkmgs of nature, and said, « I’ do not
feel free to it.” You have given yourself up to
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth; but I
need not say to you, that you cannot do this, unless
you take up your cross daily and follow after him.
The warfare is against the world, the flesh, and

atan. Doubtless every successive day of our
pilgrimage will present ¢ something still to do or
bear,” from which the flesh may shrink ; but shall
we yield ? If so, we are the servants of him whom
we obey. But Iam persuaded better things of
brother C., though I thus speak.

I am thankful that your heavenly Father reprov-
ed you on the occasion referred to. In his great
love he sometimes permits us to be convinced, by
painful experience, of our errors. We who are
parents take pains to instruct our children, in order
that they may gradually come to a knowledge of
the various duties of life, and after having once
clearly assured them of a duty, we expect them to
act accordingly. We do not condemn a child for
not. kmowing, but if he disobeys subsequently to
his being convinced of duty, then condemnation
follows. Now, dear brother, in more instances
than the one referred to, have I feared that you
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Guided by a Look. A Silken Cord. Bliss.

would come under condemnation. Your Lord and
Master says, “I will instruct thee, and teach thee
in the way whlch thou sKalt go; I willguide thee
with mine eye.” How qmet and gc,/ntle his sway !
Tt is true, he holds the reins-whiclf are to gmde us
through all the vicissitudes of life, and its various
duties; yet they are held by the hand of infinite
wisdom and love; and the silken cord, which
holds us in the way, is a bond of love. I heard
one, who is now eminent for the holiness and use-
fulness of her life, say, on her first entrance upon
the way, “I resolved to obey every intimation of
the Holy Spirit, even the faintest of them.” Richly
does her-experience prove the faithfulness of God,
«The willing and the obedient shall eat the good
of the land.”

If I were to be guided by the eye of another,
what constant watchfulness were necessary ; butif
my inmost heart were wholly possessed with the
idea, that, to turn my attention off from that eye
of light, were to leave me, perhaps in one moment,
to take a step which might end in darkness,
misery, and death ; whereas, on the other hand,
obedience to its dictates were only submitting to
what was, in the highest degree, necessary for my
well-being—O that were bliss indeed! What a
privilege to be guided by an eye whose every mo-
tion is dictated by love—infinite Love! Please turn
to the thirty-second’ Psalm, and read from the
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Bit and Bridle. Lessons leatned. # Why don’t you doit 7’

eighth verse to the close. How evident it is, that
our heavenly Father would have us obey the gentle
monitions of his Spirit! ¢ Be not as the horse, or
as the mule, which have no understanding ; whose
mouth must be held in with bit and bridle.” How
our hearts yearn in love over a child who exhibits
a ceaseless desire to know and obey our wishes!
Such a child may my dear brother C. ever be.

I am endeavoring to be willing and obedient ;
yet, it is by painful experience that I have occa-
sionally learned some useful lessons. I will attempt
to give you a glance at the way a few of these were
learned ; and I think the relation may help to ex-
pose the devices of Satan. A few days after I
first received the witness of holiness, I was ata
meeting where there was a number of persons
deeply agonized in spirit for the salvation of God.
Some were groaning for justifying grace, and others
for full redemption. O, thought I, if there were
only some one here to talk about the simple way
of salvation by faith! < Why do you not do it?”
was suggested. O, thought I, it would require
a special commission to undertake a duty so formi-
dable ; for among the suppliants for full salvation
were one or more ministers, and other persons of
influence. I was at a camp meeting, and I hast-
ened to a retired place, that I might, with-
out interruption, inquire of God. But I had
scarcely knelt before I received the gentle chidings
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JRUUUOUY

Reproved. Opportunity lost. ¢ Don't be definite.”

of the Spirit thus: “Did you not, in supplicating
guidance for the day, ask that you might be filled
with the knowledge of the will-of God, with all
wisdom and spiritual understanding ?”’ &c. When
you asked, did you not believe that you received
the thing you desired ? 'Why then did you not let
your conduct correspond with your faith, by acting
promptly 2 Before I called, God bad answered,
and I hastened back to the meeting ; but it was

- only to learn that my omission had frustrated the
design of God; for I had scarcely reached-the
place before the meeting was closed, preparatory
to public exercises from the stand. I felt so deeply
mortified that Satan should thus have robbed me
of this opportunity for usefulness, that I believe I
have not needed a repetition of the lesson.

A short time after this I was at a love-feast.
My heart was rejoicing in the blessedness of full
salvation ; and the privilege of sounding it abroad
to the ends of the earth would, indeed, have been
blissful. It was presented, You have mentioned
it before in this church; and, perhaps, the most
here have heard your experience on this point ; and
here are others who profess to enjoy this blessing,
yet they do not speak so definitely nor so often on
that subject, and it will appear more humble to be
more reserved. I concluded I would not speak
definitely of enjoying the blessing, but would leave
it to be inferred. T rose to testify, but felt no lib-



264 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS.

Reproved, but not condemued. Stay taught.

erty. I was startled, said but little, and sat down.
I thought, Can it be that it was not my duty to
speak? No, that duty was clear. If the Lord
required the testimony, why did he not help me,
was the next question ? I inquired the cause. My

-Saviour_was most graciously near and precious,

and truly did I feel that he did not condemn-me: .
but, in love he assured me, that I had chosen my
own way to speak, therefore I had no right to ex-
pect the special help of the Holy Spmt I was
plined indeed. Isaw that I had not honored God
as I might have done; yet the transgression had
not been willful ; but it sure]y was one whlch needed
the atonement of Christ ; a.nd had it rot been every
moment available, 1mpunty, sufficient to banish my
soul from his presence, had ‘becn contracted : yet I
still felt that I loved God with all my heart ; that
I still kept all upon the altar, and, consequently,
could still say, The blood of Jesus cleanseth. To
the praise of God I believe I may say, that Satan
has never again had the advantage of me on this
point.

I would urge the importance of lookmg well to
the things which we have gained. A lesson once
learned should ever be retained. We as parents
would feel ourselves grieved and dishonored by a
child who is ever learning, and never coming to
the knowledge which we desire to impart. Our
heavenly Father is intent on teaching us the lessons
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The Dlyi;m Tenderness. Danger of being drawn back.

of his grace, and if we will not learn otherwise
than by peinful experience, his love may move
him to treat us accordingly. Yet in all our afflic-
tions he is afflicted ; and shall we move the heart
of infinite love to painful correctives, in order to
make and keep us right ? It is because the bow-
els of compassion are yearning toward us, that he
says, ‘“Be not as the horse or as the mule.” O
may our dear brother C. be guided most peaceful-
ly, and gently, in every heavenward step, by the
eye of Love!

In other cases than the one in question, have I
observed your proneness to shrink from the cross.’
In this you say your heavenly Father reproved
you ; and, doubtless, he has before reproved you.
It is my impression, that the next time you do
thus, he will remove the light of his countenance,
and you will be numbered among the many who
once enjoyed the blessing of holiness, and have
lost it. Think of the position in which Israel would
have stood, if after they had once, by the power
of God, entered upon their promised inheritance,
they had been driven back again into the wilder-
ness by their enemies: What cause of triumph
would this have been to their foes, and how dis-
honoring to themselves and to their God! O what
a struggle with the powers of darkness had my
dear brother before entering this his rightful inher-
itance, and shall his enemies yet again prevail, and

N
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Obedience without Impulses. ¢ Iappy till I sought Holiness.”

drive him back ? Jesus, Captain of our salvation,
forbidit! Sooner cut short thy work in righteous-
ness, and take him to thyself in heaven.

I have yet a little room on my sheet, and there
are other lessons which with me have been some-
what painfully learned ; and, as they involve points
about which we have conversed, I will mention
them briefly. I told you that the Lord had assured
me, that it was not for me to wait for impelling in-
fluences, but rather to act from the dictates of a
sanctified judgment, (and if we render up mind,
memory, and will, every moment, to Christ, are we
not to believe he sanctifies all these powers ?) We
may often be required to act with promptness
where the circumstances will not admit of delay.
The promptings of the Spirit may often suggest,
as was said to David, “ Do what is in thy heart,
for the Lord is with thee;”’ or with Joshua, when
he was lying on his face, and it was said, « Up, for
Israel hath sinned.”

I was present at a meeting for testimony on ho-
liness, where, after it had for some time progressed
most profitably, an influential individual arose and
said, among other inexplicable things, * When I
experienced religion I was as happy as I could
live ; but afterward, when my mind became inter-
ested on the subject of sanctification, I lost all my
enjoyment, and have never regained it since.” I
had expected much from the meeting, but, for a
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Silent Watchman. Taking Sides with God. The Result.

moment, all seemed lost. Several ministers were
present, and I earnestly hoped some might defend -
the precious doctrine of holiness from the aspersion
which had been implied ; but they were silent. I
had been solicited to be present, to help forward
the exercises of the meeting, and the enemy taunt-
ingly suggested, If you reply by way of reproving
this brother, it will look as if you were indeed will-
ing to be a teacher among teachers. But shall
any one be left to conceive, from such high author-
ity, (for the one who had spoken was a minister,)
that as soon as they really resolve on obedience to
the command, “ Be ye holy,” they are to lose all
their enjoyment in religion ? . I could not abide
the thought, and said, If others will not do their
duty, by taking sides with God, they must settle it
before God for themselves; it is the Lord’s most
precious truth which suffers, and he can use this
feeble instrument in its defense.

I spoke; and the Lord not only took care of his
truth, but he took care of my influence in the minds
of those present, as I plainly saw afterward. The
next day, the individual who had spoken so ques-

‘tionably .came to me, and with tears acknowledged

that he had permitted his mind to get into great
darkness on that point. He seemed very sincere
in his resolves that he would seek till he obtained
the blessing.

It was-only during the ensuing week that I was
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Boisterous. Stand up for the Truth. The Delay.

again present, under similar circumstances, at a

meeting held quite remote from the one just refer-
red to. A minister had said at the opening of the
meeting, “ Sister is with us, and will instruct
usin the way of holiness.” The enemy made this
a soutce of some temptation to me, but the way of
the Lord seemed to be preparing for a baptism of
the Spirit, when an illiterate man, seemingly of
boisterous habits, began to tell of ah experience
made up of signs and wonders. After telling of
great ecstasies, he concluded by saying, with much
emphasis, “ Brethren and sisters, if you are happy
you are holy.” I longed, for the sake of the
cause, that some one would set him right; but
said the enemy, “If you should attempt to do it,
they would certainly think that you thought your-
self capable of instructing them.” The Spirit said,

“Stand up in defense of truth: did not God take
care of your mﬂuence, last week, under sxmllar cir-
cumstances, and will he not do it now "”‘ I lin-
gered, saying in my heart, The views which this
person has presented are so palpably wrong, that
any discerning individual may discover their falsity ;
and thus I reasoned, neither really decided not to
speak in defense of truth, nor fully resolved that I
would do so, until the gracious influence, which

had before prevalled seemed to be withdrawn .

from the meeting, and I saw that I had grieved
the Spirit of holiness. Never since that time have

4



P

~__

~

FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO.. 269

Reputation. Let us keep what we get. Established.

I dared to be otherwise than fearlessin the de-
fense of truth. I do not judge others; to their
own Master they stand or fall, but my duty is
plain. I have given up my reputation to God ;
and I cannot consistently make a pvéfession of
being wholly given up to the service of Christ, or
of having received his Spirit, without standing out
faithfully ip defense of the blessed doctrines of the
gospel, and manifesting that spirit, by a correspond-
ing sympathy, when his cause suffers.

The Lord help us to “look to ourselves, that we
lose not those things which we have wrought, but
be found perféct and ,complete-‘ir;“’all"ﬂ:ié“ﬁill of
God. Yours, in the fellowship of the Spirit.

No. XLIII.—TO MRS. D—.

Establishing grace—God’s worthies—Few excel—Instability—Un~
hike God—Let your yea be yea, and your nay nay—The seal of the
Spirit—Our Father’s testament—Spiritual ambition—Ann Cutler.

O 17 is indeed a good thing, my sister, that the
heart be established in grace. If God himself hath
pronounced it a good thing, surely it must be pre-
eminently good. How confirming it is to the pious
heart to look upon one who, year after year, pur-
sues the even tenor of his way with undaunted
step! God has his worthies, even in the present
day, and the eye of my mind is just now resting
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¢ Of whom the World is not worthy.” Few excel.

with inexpressible delight on some of those of
whom the world is not worthy. I have beheld
them while the fires of tribulation have burned
hotly around them, and yet,
¢ Like Moses’ bush, '
They flourish unconsumed in fire.”

And again have I beheld them; and the world, the
flesh, and Satan, in close array, ‘would fain have
triumphed over them, but thus far have they over-
come by the word of their testimony and the blood
of the Lamb, and, still strong in faith, they endure
as seeing Him who is invisible. It is not wise to
say, “The former days were better than these.”

But yet in view of the extensive provisions of
grace, taken in connection with the inspiring fact,
that ¢ God is no respecter of persons,” how small
the number of those who excel !

The King’s highway : how narrow is the road,

How few there be that find it : yet the abode

Of God—the Christian’s home—lies at its end,

And none can reach the goal but they who bend

‘With purpose all unyielding—steady, true,

And step undaunted, though all hell pursue.
Instability is an evil of far greater magnitude than
is generally apprehended. It is composed of ele-
ments which are wholly unlike what God loves.
As well might<an attempt be made to unite Christ
and Belial, as to unite an unstable soul enduringly
to “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever.”
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Instability. Immutability of God.

For the honor of the cause of God, I have
greatly desired that the evil of instability might be
looked upon with the abhorrence which it merits.
To the degree a thing is unlike God, it must be
hateful in his sight. With the immutable Jehovah
there is neither variableness nor shadow of turning.
Yet, alas! how unlike God are many who profess
to have received his nature! Their career is but a
continual exhibition of variableness and turning.
On one occasion you may find them flaming with
ardor in the cause of Christ, and seemingly dead
to the vanities of earth, and again, perhaps, in a
few short months, they are found spiritless and
worldly. And many there are of a higher grade
of experience, who sadly mistake the mark here.
How often, in view of the firm foundation laid for
their faith, have they said before God, “I will be-
lieve!” «I do believe!” But when called to en-
dure the trial of their faith, they are variable, and
turn away from the believer’s only resting place,
forgetful that their yea should be yea, and their
nay ney, with God. Ever do such find -that
“whatsoever is more than this cometh of evil.”
¢« Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel,” was said
of one in ancient time, and alas for the cause of
holiness, that the experience of so mafly should
illustrate the melancholy prediction !

- I wonder why the sealing of the Spirit is not
oftener an object of special faith and entreaty ?

T
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The Spirit’s Seal. Our Inheritance.

The Scriptures present’it as the privilege of the
believer: «“ After that ye believed, ye were sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise,” Eph. i, 3. And
again, as though those addressed had already re-
ceived the seal, it is said, ¢ Grieve not the Spirit,
whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”
Paul surely had received it, or he had not said, «I
am persuaded that neither.death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” I adore the God of my salvation, by
whose grace I was moved to plead for the sealing
of the Holy Spirit. The Bible presented it as my
privilegé, and this was enough to inspire my faith
in pleading for it. Never did I more consciously
realize that the Spirit itself maketh intercession,
than when groaning before God for this establish-
ing grace. It was the Holy Spirit that placed it
distinctly before my mind, as a privilege included
in the believer’s inheritance.

The believer’s inheritance/ How glorious! How
wonderful the privileges purchased by the suffer-
ings and death of the Son of God! all of which.
are now-made over to every child of God, through
faith in Christ Jesus. When an earthly parent
leaves his last will and testament, setting forth in
specific terms the inheritance bequeathed, how
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‘The Heir opening the Will. Ann Cutler.

minutely does each inheritor examine the docu-
ment in order to ascertain the extent and validity
of his claims! If fearful that his own judgment
may be defective, he eagerly inquires of those who
are skilled in law, uxtil assured that all the privi-
leges granted by virtue of his father’s will are
fully apprehended. Why are not the children of
our heavenly Father more ambitious to secure their
nghts ? Truly, the children of this world are
wiser in their generation than the children of light.
It was said of Ann Cutler, a worthy of Wes]ey’s
time, that it was her daily practice to search the
Scriptures with earnest prayer, in order to ascer-
tain just what it was her privilege to expect, and
after being assured of the will of God concerning
her, she made it & point never to rest until the
. promised blessing was hers. What an inspiring
example! May the Lord help us to do likewise,

Yours, &ec.
18
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God’s Appoi ts. Unhappy Change.

No. XLIV.—TO MRS. E

Disappointment—Our recent interview—Sad change—Fault-find

ing versus pray ini need encour t—¢ Our mini:
is not popular ”—Harmful effects—Speaking evil of ministers—A
false light—Confession—A stumbling block—¢ Touch not mine
d”—A family regulation with respect to the reputation of

ministers.

My beloved sister and myself were both somewhat
disappointed on the occasion of our recent inter-
tview. But I hope, my dear E—— has learned to
regard all her disappointments as emphatically
— God’s appointments. If so, obedience to the com-
mand, “In everything give thanks,” has become

one of your most pleasant duties.

But I fear that this may not be your state before
God. You were unhappy last evening, and not
only your words but your very looks expressed
unhappiness. The interview previous to that of
last evening, which I remember to have had
with you, was spent in conversation on the all-im-
portant subject of “ morNEss 1o THE Lorp.”
That theme stood absorbingly before you, and
seemed to be engraven on all your intentions. In-
stead of being much concerned about self, and
ways and means for the bringing about the con-
summation of your own wishes, you were mostly
concerned in the establishment of the pure and
peaceable kingdom of Christ in the hearts of those

with whom you communed.
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Fault-finding versus Prayer.

Do I mistake, when I say, I fear that it is not
altogether with you as in years past? I believe
that my beloved sister wishes to stand perfect and
complete in all the will of God, and if so, she will
bear with me while I breathe aloud thoughts and
fears which have oppressed my heart concerning
ber. Has not the deceiver, as an angel of light,
beguiled you by his sophistries? By turning the
eye of your mind so intenfly upon what you deem
to be the failings of your minister, has he not suc-
ceeded in turning your attention away from ¢the
beam that is in thine own eye ?” Had the time*
which has been spent by yourself, and a number
of your friends, in perhaps prayerless talking and
thinking about your minister, been spent in seasons
of fasting and prayer for the holiness of his life,
and the success of his ministrations, he might by
this time not only have been eminent as an example
in faith, in purity, and in doctrine, but yourself and
your friends, standing prominent as you do in the
church, might have been greatly instrumental in
promoting its purification and prosperity.

The day of eternity only can reveal what loss
yourself, and friends, and also your minister, and
the cause generally, has sustained by this disaffec-
tion which you have manifested toward your min-
ister and his administration. Instead of holding
up his hands, which surely, by the ordinary duties
of his responsible station must need support, you
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Bear ye one another’s Burdens. What have you accomplished ?‘

and your friends have added greatly to this ac-
cumulated weight. How, O how can this course
appear in the sight of the meek, lowly, loving
Saviour, who hath said, “Bear ye one another’s
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ?”

“But,” say you, “we think him deficient in
piety, and though he seems to preach well, yet he
has other faults; he is not generally popular, and
to us his ministrations are not profitable.” Now,
my dear sister, had yourself and friends first went

tod esus, as did his disciples of old, and told him

all, had you done this without even mentioning
your dissatisfaction to one another, I have little
doubt but you would have had one of the most
prosperous conference years you ever enjoyed.

Do you think that your expressions of dissatis-
faction have in any way improved the piety of your
minister? Have they tended toward making him
more generally popular? Or have they made his
ministrations more profitable to yourselves? If
none of these important results have been attained,
then there is every reason why you should take
shame and confusion of face to yourselves.

But let me tell you, that there are humble, holy
souls, in church fellowship with you, who have
found the word of life, as dispensed by your min-
ister, precious food. While you have been scatter-
ing here and there and gathering nothing, and, are
now almost starving, for your very looks say, «O
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The Wrong Path. A False Light.  Make Confession.

my leanness, my leanness!” these have been feed-
ing richly on the dainties of heaven. O what have
you lost, and what has the precious cause of Christ
lost, by your turning out of the highway into this
by-path, and alas for those who have followed you
through these delusions of Satan !

¢ Isay “these delusxons of Satan,” for, truly, as an
'morel of Tight, Hias the deceiver decoyed you into
thls path. 1If, in your imagination, light beams upon
it, beware ; it is the glare of the ﬁres of perdition,
and it will lead you, if you persist, and those who
follow you, eventually to the point whence it
emanates.

I see no way to get back upon the right track,
but to acknowledge your error, and return. «If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to-for-
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.” “Make confession I’ “Why, this
would be coming down from the position in which
I have stood, and my influence would thereby be
injured, and my attitude be less favorable for useful-
ness than formerly.” No, my sister, you have put
a stumbling block in the way of the people, and in
their sight you will have to return and take it up,

that they may see that you have pursued a course

which it would be dangerous for them to follow.
And then the Lord may reinstate you among the
leading spirits of his sacramental hosts, otherwise

-it were not safe to follow you.
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1 N Christ and his Ministers. ¢ Touch not mine anointed.”

;j"“ I do not mean by my remarks to intimate that
b your minister is faultless. I should, on the con-
A trary, think that his demeanor may, in some re-
ol spects, be reprehensible. But, as ministers are of
, like passions with ourselves, should we not, in sym-
i pathy with the spirit of the Saviour, be touched
with the feeling of their infirmities? The chosen
ambassadors of Christ, those who have been called,
? ~ as was Aaron, must be peculiarly dear to the heart

,of the Saviour. Their influence stands inseparably

identified with the promotion of his kingdom, and
; whoever touches the influence of these chosen
- ones, touches the heart of Christ. But must we
P not speak, in order that evils may be corrected ?
. No, not unless you have taken the case to Christ
. Jfirst, and told him all the matter in all its bearings.
And then, if after much prayer, and close com-
munion with the Head of the church, he requires,
for the well-being of the church, that the matter
‘ be brought out, let it be done with much prayer-
b ful caution and with a single eye to the glory of
i - God, and not for the redress of a mere personal
b grievance.

Personal grievances should, in most cases, be
taken only to God and to the individual concerned.
Husband and I make it a point not to mention lit-
tle matters we hear of this kind, even in our family,
and often we do not mention them to each other.
“Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets
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Evils cured by Prayer. Solicitude.

no harm,” stands prominent among our family re-
gulations. In common with others, I sometimes
see things in ministers, which, for the honor of
Christ’s precious cause, I could wish were other-
wise, but the more my heart is troubled, the more
constantly and earnestly do I keep the matter be-
fore God. Among the greatest victories I have
ever gained, have been the curing of these evils in
this noiseless manner. I have left no room on my
sheet for apologies, in view of this plain dealing.
Yours, in Christian love.

No XLV.—TO MR. K—.

Solicitude—A twenty years’ seeker—The longer and the shorter
‘way—Remarkable experience in the steam cars—A maetmg es-
tablished for the promotion of holi: How holi in
the hour of trial, exemplified—The difference between willingness
and obedience—A quotation from Mr. Wesley.

Your omission to write, lest my reply should make
an unnecessary draft upon my time, has cost me
more time in perplexing inquiries after the reasons
of your strange silence, than would have been con-
sumed in a long response.

I have felt most affectionately and prayerfully
solicitous for your spiritual welfare. I hoped that
ere this your goings had been established in the
way of holiness. I am sure, dear brother, if the
prophet had told you to do some great thing, you
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‘Why not now? A Twenty Years’ Seeker.

would have done it. But now, when it is only to
cease your endeavors to save yourself, and by an
act of faith cast jourself. wholly on Christ, believ-
ing that he fulfills his promises to you, you shrink,

and: linger, just at the base of the fountam, unwill-

ing to make the ventuire,

My dear brother, why do you not now
" “Plunge into the purple flood, = ~
. And rise in all the lu‘e of God m

By waiting ‘thus you grieve your Saviour, for you
otight long since to have been a witness of the full
power of saving grace. This you may prove at
any moment when you will, with your whole heart,

- trust in Christ as your present Saviour.

A beloved brother, who, for many years, had
been earnestly longing for the witness of holiness,
said to meé, “I think I have not as deep and pain-
ful convietion on this subject as I ought to have,
preparatory to the immediate reception of it. Mr.
Wesley says, that, often deeper and more painful
conviction precedes-it, than is experienced previous
to justification.” In return I observed  If all the
deep feeling and earnestness of desire which you
have felt during the past twenty years were ga:
thered up within the compass of a few weeks, or a
few days, would not the amount be great indeed
He readily aclmowledged it would. ¢ Imagine,”
said I, «that you were to die within two minutes,
what would you do?” With much solemmty he
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‘What ! without any more conviction. Regret.

said, “I would cast myself upon the merits of my
Saviour I  “Do you thirk he would save you
from all your sins?” «I believe he would.”

“What! without any more conviction?’ With
emotion he acknowledged the conclusion to which
he had brought himself, and yielded the point.
He has since made the venture, and cast himself
believingly on Christ, resolved to rest upon the
authority of the word of God, as the evidence of
his entire acceptance. As an able minister of the
New Testament, he is now, in turn, proclaiming to
others the excellency of that Word, upon which,
as an immovable foundation, his faith is based.

I regret that you are not redeeming the time
relative to this subject. If you were clear in the
experience of  this grace, how much more success-
ful might you be in your endeavors to help others
into "its enjoyment! You say you now perceive,
that you had reason to conclude you were in the
enjoyment of the blessing at the time referred to
in your last. Then why did you not at once, on

perceiving this, again resume the confidence which”

you had cast away. If you have not yet resumed
it, why -may you not do so this moment? It is
wonderful- how the adversary gets the advantage
of some, by keeping them lingering on the borders
of the promised land, while others, at a single

bound, leap. over, and then exultingly gather its |

A7
a

frults, and tell of its blessedness to others,
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Remarkable Experience in the Can./

Let me tell of one who was not twenty years in
getting into the way. He had, for some time pre-
vious, known the joys of pardoned sin. But he
had not been much in communion with those,
whose absorbing employ was to “ praise the beauty
of holiness,” and on being thrown into the company
of such, his heart became greatly enamored with
its beauties, and earnestly did he long to enter
upon its enjoyment. Just in this simple manner lie
obtained the desire of his heart. 'We were about
to respond to an invitation to visit his residence, in
order to spend a little season in communing on the
subject ; and while on the way in the steam cars, I
said, “ Brother J., are you sinning now #” < No, I
believe I am not.” ¢ How are you saved from
sin?”’ “I do not know, unless Christ saves me.”
“Do you think he would save you another mo-
ment, if you should continue to rely upon him ?”
«1I believe he would.” «Will you do it?” «By
the help of the Lord, J will.” And that help was
granted. He continued, with evéry moment, to
gather fresh strength. I soon said, “I will not
ask you what you will do to-morrow, nor what
you will do five minutes hence ; but, if you should
‘now-have the opportunity, would you be willing to
say, Jesus now saves me fromall sin: ¢For with
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation 2’
«By the help of the Lord, I will.” He was au in-

40
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Meeting for Holiness established. A Fiery Trial.

fluential man, and both Presbyterian and Method-
ist ministers were in habits of intimacy at his house. -
That afternoon, I have reason to believe, that
numbers were made acquainted with his interest
on the subject. He shortly afterward established
& meeting at his house for the promotion of holi-
ness, ministers of different denominations have there
met, with members of their charge, and ever since
it has been kept up for the diffusion of light, and
the edification of the lovers of holiness. Yesterday
he visited us. He seems to be most truly going
on from strength to strength, evidencing the power
of Christ as a full Saviour before the world, amid
the toils and perils of an”extensive business.

Several weeks after he thus began to rest upon
Jesus to save him under every diversity of circum-
stances, he was aroused one night to behold his
extensive printing establishment in flames. He
had had a similar calamity some time previous,
which made this seem doubly disastrous. But the
Saviour even here assured him, that there might
be reasons why it were not better for him to lay
up treasure on earth, and with sweet placidity of
mind he was enabled, while yet beholding the de
vouring element, to sink down more closely into
the bosom of love, with the inspiring assurance,
« All things work together for good to them that
love God.”

Dear brother, why will you not now rest upon
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FAITH AND IT8 EFFECTS:

Cast yourself upon Christ as you are. ‘Time lost.

Christ to save you? If you do not expect to save
yourself in any degree, but depend wholly on the

- merits of Christ for salvation, why should you not

this moment begin to trust him, to cleanse' you
from all your uncleanness. He now says to you,
“1 will, be thou clean;” but you do not manifest
your willingness to be made clean, until you cast
yourself as you are upon Christ, believing that he
now fulfills. his promises to you. You can no
ore be saved the present moment for the fu-
ture than you can breathe for the future.” You
grieve the Holy Spirit while you stay away, and
instead of getting a greater -fitness, are every mo-
ment rendering yourself more  unworthy ; inas- .
much as the Spirit has, for months past, been
urging you to the open fountain, and Christ has
been saying, “ Come, for all things are now ready.”
Months since, you ought to have added your testi-
mony to those who are already cleansed, and kept
clean, and with them have said, “ We are his wit-
nesses of these things; and so also is the Holy
Ghost whom God hath given to them that obey
him.” * ‘
- I would not seem causelessly to upbraid a dear
brother for whom I feel so affectionately desirous,
but I am ‘sure, if you linger after this hour, that
the Saviour will upbraid you for your unbelief. It
is not only the willing, but the obedient, that shall
eat the good of the land, that is, they who show
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Willing but not doing.  The Blessing sought by Works.

“m b2
their wﬂling}ess by their obedience. Your child
may assure you Of his willingness to obey your
commands, but how lightly would these repeated
assurances tell on your heart, unless he demonstrate
it by doing what you require.” *Your mere willing--
ness to believe will not itself bring you into

%The land of rest from inbred sin,
The land of perfect holiness.”

- If Israel had for a long time stood upon the borders

of their promised inheritance, continually saying,
in obedience to the command, “ Go over and pos-
sess the good land,” « We are willing, and stand
here-all ready to go over;”—would this expres-
sion of willingness have brought them any nearer
the point ? - Rather, would not their lingering have
grieved their gracious God, whe had led them
through the wilderness, and brought them to this
point, just in order that they might now enter in?
O may our dear brother never be doomed to

- wander back into the wilderness of unbelief !

Mr. Wesley says, ¢ Certainly you may-look for
it mow, if you believe it is by faith. . And by this
token you may know whether you seek it by faith
or by works. If by works you want something to
be done first, before you are sanctified. You think
1 must first de, or do thus or thus. Then you are
seeking- it by works unto this day. If you seek it
by faith, you must expect it as you are; and if as
you are, then expect it Now. It is of importance
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Expect it by Faith.  Expect it as yw\arz. Expect it now.

to observe that there is an inseparable connection
between these three things. Expect it by faith.
Expect it as you are. ExpectkiﬁY now. To allow
one is to alow them all. Do you believe that we
‘are sanctified by faith? Be true then to your
principle, and look for the blessing just as you are,
neither better nor worse, as a poor sinner that
has still nothing to pay, nothing £o plead, but
¢ Christ died.” And if you look for iﬁ\as you are, -
then expect it now. Stay for nothing, why should
you? Christ is ready and he is all you wan A
In another place, he adds, “To this chﬁdenoe,
that God is both able and willing to do it now,
there needs to be added one thing more, a divine
evidence and conviction that he doeth it. In that
hour it is done, God says to the inmost soul, ¢ Ac-
cording to thy faith be it done unto thee” Then
the soul is pure from every spot of sin; it is clear
from all unrighteousness. The believer then ex-
periences the deep meaning of these solemn words,
<If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship one.with another, and the blood

of Jesus Christ; his son, cleanseth us from all un-
righteousness.’”’

I hope my long letter may not prevent you from
writing quickly in return, if it at all consist with
your other duties. If your usage of Henry Clay,
as a correspondent, is given as a sample of what
I may expect from you, I shall regret it. I love
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" Ref to'the Experience of Mrs, U~ and Mrs. L—.

to receive long letters, but I think I shall never
again presume to send so long a talk as this in re-
turn. I so much desire to hear that you have en-
tered into the rest of faith, that I am prone to forget
myself while urging you on this point The last
experience in the “ Riches of Grace,” is from the
pen of Mrs. Professor U—, of B——1k, Maine.
There is also another in that work to which I would
refer you, on page 115, experience 19; you will
find it also in the Guide, vol. 8, page'8. This is
the experience of my beloved sister, Mrs. L—,
the reading of which, I think, may be confirming
to your faith. My dear husband, and .all the
members of my family still remember you most
affectionately. My Christian salutations to Mrs.
K. Yours, &e.

NO. XLVIL.—-TO MISS D—.

A Iittle child: lea.rnfng to ‘walk—The Divine Sympathy proportioned
to our feebleness—¢ I will hold thy right hand ”—Shrinkings from
duty—¢“Thave ordained you ”—The weak made strong—* World-
ly Christians ?—A light in the world.
Your note came to hand, and has been cause of
thanksgiving to the God of all grace, who hath
made such great grace abound toward you. As
you have received the Lord Jesus to the full sal-
vation of your soul, I have been longing to hear
how you have been enabled to walk in him,
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A Little Child learning to Walk.

You speak of yourself as a little child coming to
its parent, just learning- to walk. . Sweet and in-
spiring thoughts present themselves to my mind,
in viewing this as your state.. I regard my sister
as having entered upon the road, which, by the
fiat of the Lord of the'way, “ shall be called, The
way of holiness.”” He who hath cast it up for the
express purpose that the redeemed of the Lord
may walk therein, is with her every moment, guard-
jng every. step, and assuring herin every strait, “ I
the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying
unto thee, Fear not, I will help thee.” -The little
child just learning to walk, commands more of the
careful attentions of the parent, than one who, by
previous training, has attained a firm gait. The
love and ceaseless attentions of your Saviour are
bestowed upon you, just in the proportion that
your feebleness demands.

You are not favored with the companionship of
many friends, who are” walking in the highway,
and you feel your loneliness, But O, what are
earthly companions and loves, compared with-the
companionship and love of such a Friend as your
Jesus purposes to be. Keep close to his side, and
you will ever hear him saying to you, “Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.™

“But why do I grasi) him with a trembling
hand ?” you ask. Let mein reply again refer you
to the precious words : “I the Lord will hold thy
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Divine Sympathy. Expect a Daily Cross,

~——

right hand.” While your trembling hand is held
in the firm, unyielding grasp of the Almighty,
need you fear? Commune with your Saviour upon
this question, and he will assure you that his
strength is your strength. - He Imows the weak-
ness'of your flesh, but ‘does he love you less be-

cause you cleave to him tremblingly. No! rather

does he look upon you with yet greater tenderness,
while he conrpassionately says, ¢ The spirit indeed
is willing, but the flesh is weak.” When prone
to sing,

_ “Ihold thee with a trembling ha.nd,”
may you ever be constrained to add,

«He holds me with his tighty. hand,”

« Aye, be encompasseth my entire being within
the hollow of his hand.”

“Why do I feel it a cross to declare what he
has done for me,” you inquire. Expect a daily
cross. “If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and fol-
low me.” In reference to some duties, even sanc-
tified humanity may shrink ; but if the human will
is subject to the divine will, and submissively says,
«Not my will but thine be done,” I do not see
why this does not imply a perfect state of the af-
fections. I hope my dear sister will ever, through
grace), “ Cast aside that enthusiastic doctrine, -that
we are not to do good, ;lsnless our hearts are free



, 200 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS.

Ordained for a Great Work. ‘What a Worm may do.

to it.” With David, may you ever be disposed to
call upon all that fear the Lord, and tell what
great things he hath done for your soul.

And now, my dear sister, do not be startled,
when I tell you that you have been ordained for a
great work. Not by the imposition of mortal
hands, or a call from man. No, Christ, the great
Head of the church, hath chosen you, “and.or-
dained you, that ye should go and bring forth
fruit.” O my sister, yours is indeed a high and
Boly calling. Alas for you, if you are not found
faithful to the trust committed !

But you have much to encourage you. Why
should you not bearmuch fruit? “1Itis God that
worketh in you” You are OnE with Him, who
of God is made unto us Wisdom, Righteousness,
Sanctification, and Redemption. O how mighty
may you be as an instrument in the hand of God !
“He holds you by the right hand, and with you,
though but a worm, he may thrash a mountain.”

How powerless, and even unseemly, were the
instruments through which the walls of Jericho
fel. Had the combined force of the mighty of
the earth been called into requisition, for the ac-
complishment of this enterprise, then the excellency
of the power might have been ascribed to men, not
to God. And now our God will not give his glory
to another. When he intends that the strong cita-
del which sin has raised in the hearts of men should ~
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Don’t Reason. ‘Worldly-minded Christians.

be assailed, if .he chooses instruments as impotent,
or as unlooked-for, as were those rams’ horns, we
will not question his wisdom. Let us not say, k
‘What doest thou ? but, without reasonmg, resign
ourselves into his hands:

In regard to the individuals to whom you have
referred, I could but exclaim, O how strong and
high is the barrier which renders the hearts of
some, who profess love to the Saviour, i impervious
to the hght respecting the doctrine of salvation
from all sin. May we not fear, that in many in-
stances, it\is because “the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not 2"

‘Worldly-minded Christians! Does not the ex-
pression imply an agreement between Christ and
Belial ? an agreement which the Scriptures most

__strongly deny. Yet, alas! in what a variety of

ways is the friendship of this world courted, by
some.who profess union with Christ. Should it be
said to such, “Ye adulterers and adulteresses,
know ye not that the friendship of this world is
enmity with God ; whosoever, therefore, will be a
friend of the world, is the enemy of God,” they
would be amazed ; yet this passage exhibits'the
true state of worldly professors toward God.

May you, my beloved friend, keep your gar-
ments unspotted. Amid a crooked and perverse
generation, may you shine as a light in the world.
If this prayer is answered in your experience, youz
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Expect Persecution. Specified Wants.

daily walk and conversation will be a reproof to
such professors as would join in affinity with the
world. Expect persecution from such. “If ye
will live godly in Christ Jesus, ye shall suffer per-
secution ;” therefore make up your mind to this,
and may God give you great courage, and ever,
through sustaining grace, may you be

¢ Bold to take up, firm to sustain,
The consecrated cross.”

Your sister in Christ.

No. XLVII.—TO REV. MR. H—.

Sp 'ﬁ ‘wants ; pr ted, supplied, doubted — The i
The great exchange; a2 man given and a God received—* Was
God unfaithful ?’—~Mr. H—'s statement of hxs expenence—A
precise answer to a specific req lay 1 urged
—Witnesses of perfect love needed in the ministry.

Broraer H— kindly permits me to askques-
tions, or present truth, in any form, and I grate-
fully avail myself of the privilege.

A picture presents itself to my mind. Brother
H has a son, whom he much loves. The boy
has been in perilous circumstances, and comes to
his father hungry, thirsty, and ell want. His
heart has been abundantly assured, from a know-
ledge of your nature and the resources at your
command to gratify the promptings of your be-
nevolent wishes, that he has but to come and pre-
sent his case, to have all his need supplied. He
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¢ It may be something else.” A Qnestionabfe Position.

has heard his father say, « Ask what you will, my
son, and it shall be given youw.” Thus, at your
bidding, he begins to speclfy his wants, and says,
“Father, I am thirsty, give me water.” The re-
quest is answered; he drinks, and at once feels
precisely the effect anticipated.

I ask—«Did your father give you waber"”
Should he, with perhaps a saddened countenance,
reply, “I do not know; I only know that it was
water I wanted.” ¢ But did not your father assure
you, that he would give just what you asked ; and
does not the effect answer your anticipations?”
“Yes, my system is indeed greatly invigorated,
but yet I cannot determine—it may be something
else.”

“But your father knew that you needed water,
and it was because he saw your need; and had a
plentiful supply, that he told you, you should
have it, if you asked for it; and how can you
reconcile the conduct of your father with truth?
Does the general bearing of his conduct toward
you warrant this wunt of confidence? Do you
not know that you cast a shade upon the character
of your father, by indulging in this mode of rea-
soning? The paternal love—ability—or fidelity,
of your father, seems to be involved.” Which of
the three would you have me question ?

Your son looks toward me reproachfully, and
thinks me unkind, and yet I know not how, from
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The Great Exchange. A Want of Fidelity implied.

his statement of his case, to arrive at other conclu-
sions; and however much he may be pained, he
alone is responsible for the untrue, or unkind
thoughts I may entertain of his father.

Brother H——'s spirit was all athirst for the
fountain of life and purity. His heavenly Father
had given him to see the image of his Saviour 7n-
finitely desirable. The conditions upon which it
was to be received, were set before you, and your
spirit complied. The Holy Spirit urged you to
fake the fimage of your Saviour, assuring you that
Hz had ftaken yours. You made the exchange—
“ gave h1m your sin, and took his purity—gave him:
your shame, and took his honor—gave him your
helplessness, and took his strength—gave him your
death, and took his everlasting hfe ?”  Yes, you
made the exchange

It was not in your own strength, that you were
enabled to exchange your own vile image for the
blessed likeness of your Saviour. But you did,
through grace, do it, and here was fidelity on your
part. 'Was God unfaithful in the performance of
his part of the engagement ? How can it be other-
wise, if the position which you occupy be correct ¢
If the want of fidelity on the part of God is not
implied in the attitude in which you stand, I do

" not apprehend your experience, and must wait to
be further informed.

Now, dear brother, do you not think this posi-
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Mr. H—'s own § t of his Experi

tion inconsistent? “Does it not intimate a fault
on the part of your Saviour?” And yet your
whole ‘heart is saying, “I have no fault to find
with my Saviour,” his name is * Fasthful and
True’” You have acknowledged, that at the mo-
ment you made the “exchange "—the surrender of
self, He was at once true to the performance of his
part of the engagement. To use your own words,
“ His omnipotent hand was laid upon me—I felt it
not only outwardly but inwardly—it pressed upon
my whole being, and diffused all through and.
through it a sin-consuming, holy energy. As it
passed downward, my heart, as well as my head,
was conscious of the presence of this soul-cleansing
energy, under which I fell to the floor, and, in joy-
ful surprise, at the moment cried out with a loud
voice. Still the hand of power wrought witkin and
without, and wherever it moved, it seemed to leave
the impress of the Saviour’s image.”

Now, brother, was God #rue and faithful ?

Your own confession has thrown the want of
fidelity on yourself, and here I know you would
have it rest. But will you, by word, thought,
or look, in future be instrumental in cherishing, in
any one heart, the impression that your heavenly
Father, after having induced you to specify your
wants, might possibly have given something else in
place of that he had caused you to ask for? I
think the lessons in doctrine, reproof, correction, and
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The Three Loaves. Confession should have been made.

instruction in 7ighteousness, contained in the first
paragraph of the 11th chapter of Luke, meets yow
case precisely.

- A specific request is here made, the friend
wanted three loaves. Because of his importunity,
his friend rises, and gives as many as he needs.
And then the Saviour says, < Ask and it shall be
given you, &c. If a son shall ask bread of any
of you that is a father, will he give him a store ? or,
if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent ? or, if he
shall ask an egg, will-he give him a scorpion ?”

You know, dear brother, that your heavenly
Father gave just the blessing you asked for, and
your error has been in not confessing with your
lips his fuithfulness in fulfilling his promises. Your
heart has believed, but your Zps have not fully,
freely, and habitually made confession. And thus
your part of the work has been Ieft in part unful-
filled. Do you not think, brother, that the time
past should suffice? Would not God have been
much more honored through your instrumentality,
had you not refrained your lips, but fully and freely
declared with David, to the great congregation,
the faithfulness of your God? O! no longer %ide,
in any degree, his righteousness within your heart;
redeem the time, and be ‘assured, that the more
you hold up the light that God has kindled, the
more gloriously will . your own soul become illu-
‘minated. ‘
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How the Creature may be Humbled. An Encouraging Thought.

A very holy man once said, he felt it his duty
to confess to the outside of what he enjoyed—as-
sured that it not only honored God, but kumbled
the creature. And, dear brother, I know you will
find it so in your own experience. I think yon
must begin to feel that you have been kept back
from more open confession, by a well-circumstanced
device of the enemy of God, of holiness, of your
soul; and, if you continue longer thus, will not the
enemy secure a partial triumph? Are you as
strongly empowered to serve the cause of holiness,
and honor your Saviour, who has imparted his
image to you, as if you were enabled to declare at
all times, unhesitatingly, that he samtzﬁes a.nd

- saves you fully 2

An encoﬁragmg thought presents 1tself You
know it is said that the wrath of our enemies shall
praise him. Now, brother, should you not take
pains to give publicity to your failure, in not con-
fessing more specifically the great work that God
has wrought for you? Your testimony might
reach, and bring out many more among the dear
brethren in the ministry, similarly conditioned with
yourself—and surely this would not be a small
service to the church.

You know how much the cause requires wit-
nesses among the ministry ; witnesses “ that speak
of that they %now, and testify of that they have
seen,” and for want of such testimony, the work is
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A Minister’s Responsible Position. Impelling Influences.

less prosperous among the people.than it would
otherwise be. You know the Word directs us for.
example in faith and practice to the ministry,
“whose faith follow”—«For the priest’s lips
should keep knowledge, and the people should
seek the law at his mouth.”

If such is the responsible attitude in which God’s
ambassadors stand, surely Jesus says, more ap-
pealingly to them than to us, “Ye are my wit-
nesses;”’ and the account of their stewardshlp,
iwhen called: to present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus, may be found to be vastly less satisfactory,
from the very fact that the testimony of their own
experience had not been more fully brought out
before the people.

Faithfully yours.

No. XLVIIL.—-TO MR. C

Impelled o activity by the Word——An enthusiastic doctrine—A nice
point—Quieti 1 g for Sodom—Moses pleading
for Israel-Chnst in the person of lus saints.

Ix answer to your inquiry I will say, I do not think
I have less faith in praying for the unconverted
than formerly. “If so,” you ask, “how has it
been nourished and retained ?° I answer, not
generally by what may in one sense be termed #m-
pelling influences, but from the obvious require-
ments of the Worp, “Be ye steadfast, immovable,
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Talents must beused.  God wills the Sinner’s Salvation.

always abounding in the work of the Lord ;”—¢ In-
stant in season, out of season;”’—with kindred pas-
sages implying the utmost vigilance, and requiring
the most skillful management in the employment of
talents intrusted for usefulness. Otherwise, how
can we, as faithful stewards, return his own with
usury ? _

Mr. Wesley, in accordance with these Seripture
enjoinments, says in his rules for the Methodist
Societies, « Casting aside that enthusiastic doctrine,
that we are not to do good unless our hearts are
free to it.” The greater the good to be accom-
plished, the more powerful and subtil will be the
dissuasives which Satan will interpose. It is the
will of God that sinners should be saved, and that
the most energetic and unremitting efforts should
be made in warning, entreating, and even compelling
them to close in with the offers of mercy. So when
we pray for the unconverted, whether we feel like
it or not, we may have this confidence, that we ask
that which is according to the will of God, and
divine influences will descend .upon them in answer
1o the prayer of faith, whether they will hear or
whether they will forbear—it is thus that we are
workers together with God—a sweet savor of
Christ in them that are saved, and in them that
perish. The manner, then, in which I have been
enabled through grace to retain and nourish this
“sympathy with Ch}rist,” is by continuing to labor
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Labor.  Shrinkings.  God’s Purpose changed by Prayer.

with him in saving the souls for whom his most
precious blood was spilt ; and this I endeavor to do
on the same principle upon which I would perform
other duties, and oftentimes amid the shrinkings
of nature and powerful temptations to unbelief.
Perhaps you say, Is it not the Spirit that makes
intercession, and can I, without this moving of the
Divinity within me, present-acceptable prayer?
This is a nice point, and only by -comparing Serip-
ture with Scripture ecan we resolve the matter.
Mad Abrabam been disposed to lean toward
Quietism, he had been less importunate in pleading
for the Sodomites, and possibly righteous Lot might
not have been delivered, yet God did not reprove
him for unsubmissiveness. God had declared his
purpose to Moses, and rebellious Israel was doom-
ed to destruction ; had Moses carried out the prin-
ciples of the sect referred to, and calmly awaited
the event in fancied submission, may we not pre-
sume that the sentence of divine justice would have
been fulfilled? But was it not the Spirit of the
divine Intercessor working mightily within Moses,
that thus moved him to importune for the forgive-
ness of the rebels? Just so Justice may doom
the sinner, but the Worp assures us, ¢ Whatso- -
ever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son.” And
notwithstanding the many exceeding great and
precious promises given unto us, yet God hath

-
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Sum of Religion. Conformity to the Will of God.

declared, “ For these things will I be inquired of
by the house of Is

. “The life of God in the soul of man,” is said to
be the sum of religion. “For ye are dead, and
your life is hid with Christ in God.” If Christ is
our life, will not our lives be an exhibition of what
his was when here below? His whole life was
one continuous effort for the salvation of man, and
to the degree we partake of his nature, we will ex-
hibit before the world what he was when on earth.
It is thus I am ever prone to measure my own at-
tainments in grace. It is blessed indeed to sink
into the will of God ; but in order to know that we
are in his will, we need a revelation of it, so that
we may measure ourselves by its standard. This
revelation we have fully exhibited in the life of
Christ, and now it is for us to sink down “into the
purple flood, then shall we rise moulded in his
image, and present a glorious pattern, before men,
of conformity to the will of God.” -

Yours truly.

L LI N (eI
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Le~dby a Right Way. Domestic Cares

No. XLIX.—TO MRS. —.
Led by aright way—l)omestlc ca.res-—-A Mother’s Trials—Tests of

grace shmx]d be wel Trials—Triumphs—Mrs.
h Wesley—Daug} of Sarah—The Wesley Family—
Infl of Ameri blicanism on American wives—Quo-

tation from Mrs. W.’s bxography—-Apology

Yes, beloved, he hath, mdeed, led us by a right
way. Only think of a Father infinite in goodness,
wisdom, and love, leading forth his children, and in
gvery strait which the fearful, disquieting career of
life may present, saying,
¢ Cast off the weight, let fear depart,
And every care be gone,” =

“For I, the Lord thy God, will hold thy right
hand, saying unto thee, Fear not, I will help thee.
Led by the hand of the infinitely wise, omnipotent
Jehovah! How truly, then, may we encourage
and confirm our hearts in the knowledge that we
are in verity being led forth in the *right way.”
‘We have committed ourselves to his guidance, and
none ever trusted in him and was confounded.

Your beloved babe confines you mostly from
those outward active services to which you have
been accustomed,—services which you weré per-
mitted to see promotive of the kingdom of Christ,
and in the performance of which, your own soul
was also quickened in the heavenly way. Well,
you do not need me to assure you that this is « the
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Tests of Maternal Piety. ‘The Mighty have fallen.

right way ” for you at the present time ; your let-
ter furnishes most conclusive testimony of your
confidence in this particular.

One of your own sweet privileges is hereby
granted, and you are thus permitted to fest, and
also to exkibit the power of grace to sustain, in cir-
cumstances where thousands of pious mothers are
placed, and where, alas! too many are prone to let

go their hold on the provisions of grace. How.

many who have adorned the doctrine of God their
Saviour, when free from the vexatious cares of a
little family, have, when their quiet has been thus
broken in upon in the order of Providence, become
weak as others, )

You are aware of the opinion which has obtained
with a large class of house-keepers, as to the diffi-
culty, and some might say, impossibility of main-
taining unbroken peace, and unquenched zeal, amid
the unceasing trial of patience, and untold vicissi-

tudes, to which a mother is exposed in rearinga

family.

More especially have I observed those possessed
of a higher grade .of mind, inclining to pursuits
calculated to tell extensively on the world, exposed
to severe mental conflicts on this point. _And here
I must indulge in sorrowing reflections—I have
seen the mighty fall !

Now, beloved, can I doubt but that our God is
bringing you forth by “the right way,” when to

.
(2
-

1§




304 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS.

Triumph amid the Ordeal. Tests of Grace should be prized.

the gaze of the world, and also to the knowledge
of your own heart, you stand forth confessedly of
the class alluded to. And will not my dear sister
acknowledge herself signally blest, in being brought
through the ordeal, maintaining unbroken peace,
unabated zeal, and yet deeper devotedness to the
service of her Redeemer.

“Yes,” I hear you ask, “Is it not matter of re-
joicing and thanksgiving, that we have the privi-
lege of testing the power of that grace which is so
gbundantly bestowed in time of need. With you,
my dear sister, my whole heart responds, “ Glory
be to God for these tests.” Not unfrequently it is
said, ¢ If Mrs. only had this and the other
trial to endure, she might not so confidently ‘affirm
the sufficiency of grace under all circumstances.”
Similar expressions have been made relative to the
unworthy one addressing you; and then when
ealled to pass through trials of like nature, -and
grace has triumphed, observant lovers of Jesus
have informed me of the sentiments expressed,
which were before unknown to me;-and then have
I been constrained to say most exultingly indeed,
¢ He hath led me forth by the right way.”

How my admiration of the grace of God has
been raised in contemplating the character of Mrs.
Susannah Wesley. Surely here was an intellect
of the highest order, which well fitted her to shine
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Mrs. Wesloy. Family Jurisdiction. Republican Principl

P

with no common lustre either in the religious or
literary world. She was endowed naturally with
the most marked independence, originality, and
correctness of thought, which capacitated her to
act (under God) for herself beyond ordinary ability.
Yet, even an inspired Paul would not, I think, have
hesitated in ranking her among the most favorite
daughters of her who called her husband, lord.
Scarce would I dare breathe a thought that
would reflect other than the highest honor on the
memory of the father of the illustrious Wesley, yet
I think there are few who have read the interest-
ing history of the Wesley family, but will join me
in saying that the husband’s lordly prerogative was
maintained quite to the bounds that Scriptural
propriety might warrant, and perhaps a little be-
yond what the gallantry and republicanism of the
present day would justify. Can we survey the
character of Mrs. Wesley from a more elevated
position than this? Had she contended the point
of family jurisdiction; fromr & consciousness of her
intellectual superiority, how disastrous had the
consequences been to her own peace and the well-
being of her family. Modern usage might possi-
bly have sanctioned this. I have known thepeace
of an entire household shipwrecked here ; and from
what I have frequently observed, have feared that
our republican principles may have affected our
20
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American Wives. A Remarkable Mother.

American wives somewhat unfavorably, inducing a
forgetfulness of some express Scriptural injunctions
on this point.

Mrs. Wesley's biographer says thus of her:
“ Notwithstanding she allotted two hours of the
day for meditation and private prayer, no woman
was ever more diligent in business, or attentive to
family affairs than she. Remarkable for method
and good arrangement, both in her studies and
business, she saved much time and kept her mind
free from perplexity. She had nineteen children !
(think of the amount of physical suffering and
care,) ten of whom at least grew up to be educa-’
ted. This dutyfell uponher; and it were scarcely
possible that they should have had a better in-
structor.” -

Yet all this, with the advantages which wealth
insures, might not by some be pronounced extra-
ordinary excellence. But let it be remembered
that this wonderful woman was often called to
grapple with poverty and its attendant circum-
stances, and surely it will be said, though “many
daughters have done virtuously, thou excellest
them all.”

And now, my dear sister will wonder at such a
long chapter on such an unlooked-for subject ; and
without intending the infliction, I may have
taxed her, by gratifying my own feelings in
tracing a character so amiable. You will surely

°
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I health. A Letter received as a Gift.

imagine my health improved to admit of writing
such a long letter. But though somewhat im-
proved, yet it is still but seldom I dare take my
=pen, and when guilty of what my too careful hus-
band might call the ungracious act, I dare not
continue its use but a little while ata time; yet I
think I can as easily gonclude this to be “the right
way for me at the present time, as I can conceive
it to be “the right way” for you to write your

" excellent letter, “a line or two at a time, with your

dear babe in your arms.” That the Lord moved
you to write as you did I cannot doubt, for I had
been longing and praying for a letter from you, and
when I received it I knelt ard thanked the Father
of mercies that his Spirit had induced you to
write.

May He who has undertaken to lead us forth by
a right way to the city of habitation, preserve
us~unto his heavenly kingdom, and after having
been led forth through this changeful world by the

- right hand of omnipotent love, may we hail each

other in the abode of ever-during rest; and may
we also be permitted to greet each member of our
beloved households in the city of our God.

Yours ever, in changeless love. .
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«I hate Vain Thoughts.” Resi

No. L‘—-TO MRS. H—.

‘Wanderi h Satani ist: A strong testi y i
the midst of temptatwn—Sa.ta.n defied—God tempted by question-
ings—A life of faith—The cost counted—Unwavering reliance—
Fruits of faith—A precious gemi—Shortness of time—Sudden
death contemplated.

.

You speak of wanderings in prayer. Iam a sister
in tribulation with you in this matter. But all I
can do is to cast myself on Jesus, as a Saviour, to
save me from cherishing them. He knows my in-
tegrity, and I dare to believe he pities me, when I
repeatedly say beforé him, I hate vain thoughts.”
And does not the fact that we so truly abbor them,
assure us that they are only a class of those end-
less temptations from without, which so long as we
are in an enemy’s land, we may expect? I have
thought that it is only because the enemy conceives
he can perplez me more at present, with this mode
of warfare, that he so long persists.

You also observed, that “when laboring with
others, endeavoring to encourage, &c., you are so
tried within.” Can you expect otherwise than
that Satan should withstand you, when you are
endeavoring to do the work of your Master? The
warfare is not so much against you, as against the
kingdom of Christ. He is at enmity with God, and
to the degree you exert an influence in bringing
souls under the reign of Christ, Satan will try to

-
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A Strong Testimony in the midst of Temptation.

perplex, and in every possible way withstand
you.

But, dear sister, did you not make use of too
strong language in speaking of “endless doubtings.”

You surely do not, in thus laboring with others,

or in giving in your testimony, doubt whether you
will be sustained?  You labor for, and with others,
because the Holy Spirit moves you to it. What
other influence could move you to labor for the
establishment of the kingdom of your Redeemer in
the hearts of others? Satan, divided against him-
self, cannot stand.

You desire to be delivered from these, so that
you may bear a “stronger testimony.” I think I
sometimes give in a stronger testimony when tempt-
ed to doubt, than when all is quiet. If Satan could
induce me to yield so far as to weaken my testi-
mony, it would, on my part, be a partial closing in
with his designs, and doubtless if he should suc-
ceed once, it would only embolden for an attack
on every such occasion. So I make it a point,
when most powerfully tempted, to speak most
confidently. You may wonder, but I have proved
the benefit of this course. At the Tuesday meet-
ing two or three weeks since, I practised on this
principle precisely. The accuser for several days
had been withstanding me at every point. He
would fain have accused me in every word, thought,
or action. Added to this, sensible assurances of
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Satan defied in the Name of Christ. Tempting God.

the love of my Saviour were in a great measure
withheld ; and thus, with an indescribable sense of
unworthiness, but with a“consciousness of resting on
Christ, I gave in a “ stronger testimony * than usual.
The feeling that possessed my soul was, that of
defying Satan in the name of Christ; the enemy
every moment saying that my state of grace did
not warrant the testimony I had given. AfterI
had finished, I felt such a conscious victory over
the powers of darkness that my soul was filled with
trmmph I afterward enjoyed blessed satisfaction
in telling them, that the strong testimony I had
given in was not founded on-any state of feeling I
at the time enjoyed, but because I Znew I was by
£aith resting on the strong basis of the immutable
word to sustain me in all I had said, and even in
using much stronger language if it were possible.

You know Israel tempted God, in saying, «Js
the Lord with us or not £’ Let us not tempt him
by doubts, either in thought or expression. We
cannot honor God more than by trusting him. Let
us “{rust in him and not be afraid.” If we were
continually possessed of sensible manifestations,
should we have occasion to exercise our #rust in
God? ZT'rust and faith seem to imply much the
same thing, and neither favors the idea of long-
continued sensible manifestations. You may re-
member that a part of your letter was in allusion
to this subject.
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The Cost counted of living a Life of Faith.  Temptations.

When I set out to Zive alife of faith on the Son of
God, I counted the cost.. Ithoughtof the «father
of the faithful,” who “by faith journeyed, not
knowing whither he went,” and made up my mind
that I would be contented to follow God blindfold-

_ed as long as I lived, if such were his requirement.
I saw holiness to be a state of soul in which all the
powers. of body and mind were given up to God,
and I perceived that the enjoyment of this state
was in perfect consistency with extréme sorrow, as
well as with exceeding great joy. Through grace
I was enabled to say, -

¢ Give joy or grief, give ease or pain,
Take life or friends away.”

These were among my first expressions on enter-
ing upon this "state. It has often since been sug-
gested that I gave myself up so fully to live a
life of fuith, that God had taken me at my word.
And will you believe, the enemy sometimes tries to
tempt me to be sorry for it. But he has never
succeeded in causing me to regret it for one moment.
But you would hardly conceive how often he tries
to ‘make me think my faith a mere intellectual
knowledge. 1 meet him by saying, it is founded
on principles laid down by the eternal Mind, and
consequently immovable in faithfulness. God has -
promised such results as the fruits of faith. I
trust him, and on the authority of Ais own word
declare in strongest testémony, his faithfulness in
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Fruits of Faith. Worth of the Promises. Shortness of Time.

fulfilling his promises. The fruits of holiness fol-
low—I dare not doubt it. A consuming zeal in
the cause of God, which gathers within its grasp
my whole being, is continually inspiring correspond-
ing efforts. “My soul shall make her boast in the
Lord, and the &umble shall hear thereof and be
glad.” “ One promise is worth more than a moun-
tain of gold reaching to the heavens.” How rich are
we. Unto us are given exceeding great and precious
promises. I found an inestimably precious gem a
few days since, which, in view of what my tempta-
tions had beén, was precisely in point. * Wisdom
and knowledge shall be the stability of thy time,
and strength of salvation :¥ the fear of the Lord is
" his treasure.” Isa. xxxiii, 6. Satan seems to have
mostly done with my intellectual faith since. I
have, dear sister, through grace, a good hope of
immortality and eternal life. Our hope of seeing
each other is deferred. But as it is by our hea-
venly Father’s appointment, our hearts are not sick.
‘With us,

¢ This note above the rest does swell,
Our Jesus hath done all things well.”

We are sisters in the Lord, and our hearts are
united for eternity, and as we are only to take in a
small fraction of #ime here, we will rejoicingly say,

“ No matter what cheer
‘We meet with on earth ; for eternity’s kere !”

Time seems very short, and I have some thoughts

* Salvations. Margin




FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO. 313

Thoughts in Relation to a Sudden Departure from Earth.

I would like to express. But I see your affection-
ate heart is too easily moved, and you well know
how often people have impressions which are never
realized. But I will say that a sudden departure
from earth seems to me calculated to glorify God,
just as much, if not more, than a protracted ill-
ness. And if either our beloved brother or sister
were thus taken by surprise, and required to “open
unto Him ¢mmediately,” I should think of it as in
the case of Emory. The church was then roused
through the length and breadth of the land, to feel
the solemn import of the words, “ Be ye also ready,
for in such an hour as y& think not the Son of man
cometh.”

I am trying to have my work “all done up,”
and to do what my hand findeth to do, with my

might. So many are comparatively easy without .

having on the white robe, that I have thought, if
my being taken at a moment’s warning would
arouse the many for whom I have-.been interested
to feel abidingly the importance of being ready, I
would be willing to be laid a sacrifice upon the
service of the faith of the church in this matter
also. Shall we not strive with pen and woice, and
in every possible way, to work while the day lasts?
Yours, as ever.

=
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Members of one Body.  Power to exercise Faith may be withheld

No. LL—TO REV. MR. —.

The children of God are one in interest—Obligations vary according
to relationshi Abraham’s unheard-of path of duty—R ka
ble requisition—Satan’s subtilties—Just where light mcets us—
‘Willing is not doing—The appearance of evil—A questionable
practice cripples faith—Crucifixion of the flesh requircd—David’s
sacrifice—God will help you—An old habit broken.

My dear brother in Christ will be pleased to
hear that his letter was rightly directed. So
far from requiring an apology for writing to one of
the children of your heavenly Father, it surely
should rather require one for not doing so, if you
were impressed that it might be serviceable to you.
My mind is so fully possessed with the assurance,
that all the children of God are members of one
body, that I am not prone to conceive of separate
interests.

I was not at home when your letter reached the
city of New-York, but it was brought to me at
this place. I hasten to reply, though not favored
with facilities for writing, nor opportunity for ma-
turing my thoughts as I might otherwise do.-

Your case, dear brother, does not appear to me
inexplicable. I have met with a number of cases
somewhat similar. Not, indeed, in regard to the
precise-object to be given up, but where the power
to exercise faith on proper principles has been
withheld, until the object required had been sur-
rendered. We cannot, in all cases, make duties
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Oblig vary. Abraham’s Faith manifested by his Obedience.

one for the other, because our obligations vary from
a variety of causes, being as diversified as are the
positions in which we are providentially placed.

Abraham was called to sacrifice Isaac. He did
not know at the time, why such an unheard-of
duty was enjoined. It was enough that God had -
made the demand. But it was the design of God,
that Abraham should stand out before all succeed-
ing generations, as the father of the faithful—the
friend of God. “Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you.” Over four thousand
years, Abraham has been reaping the fruit of his
obedience. .He knows now why the sacrifice was
required, and we should be willing to wait till the
day of eternity reveals the wherefore, for this or
the other requirement, assured that the Judge of
all the earth will do right. Infinite wisdom can
require nothing but what will be for the promotion
of the divine glory, and for our ultimate good.

It was thus that I was required to sacrifice an
object, which, at the time, I was not aware stood
in any degree between God and my soul. As far
as the state of my affections was concerned, I
conld see no reason why I should make the sur-
render. I had never even heard of any one under
like circumstances, being called to a similar trial.
Satan, on this ground, urged that this must be
temptation. How he loves to carry out his decep-
tions, by transforming himself into an angel of
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S:[stan may tempt us that we are tempted.

light. If he can only succeed in causing us to
pronounce upon the workings of the Spirit, as the
workings of his own fiendish power, he is as well
satisfied with the transformation, as though it were
accomplished by any other process. But relative
to the sacrifice to which I was called, the Holy
Spirit suggested, Though Abraham did not kmow,
when called to sacrifice his son Isaac, why such a
requirement was made, yet he knows now ; and are
you willing to wait till you are an inhabitant of
that world where krowledge is made perfect, in
order to know why this sacrifice is required at
your hands ?

Praised be the Lord my strength, through- whose
power I had now come, not only to a willingness to
be holy, but to the decision, I will now be koly, and
lay @l upon the altar, though the sacrifice be dear
as life itself. The surrender was made. Tken,
and not %l then, did clear light beam upon my
mind. All was not upon the altar till I came to
this point. When I came to this, I was met, as
usual, by the words, “Jf any man will do his will,
he shall know of the doctrine.” “ God is the Lord
which hath showed us Zight : bind the sacrifice with
cords, even unto the horns of the altar.” Psalm
cxviii, 27.

We have no authority from the word of the
Lord, to expect clear light, until the sacrifice is
bound to the altar. The clear beamings of the
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Coming up to the Light. Touch the Altar. Questionable Practices.

Sun of righteousness ever shine the same upon
the King’s highway ; but it is not till the traveler
arrives at the last point, and actually comes to
Christ, and gives up the last vestige of sin and
self, that he enters, through the blood of the ever-
lasting covenant, into the holiest. Here the bright
rays from the throne of the Eternal beam at once
upon his soul, and the sinfpjcity of the way of
faith is discovered. The worp, as you will re-
member, does not say, “If any man is willing to
do his will, he shall know of the doctrine ;”’ but, «If
any man will do his will,” &c. What a vast dif-
ference it would have made in ancient times, if
those who were commanded to present the re-
quired sacrifices had contented themselves with a
willingness to lay their offerings upon the altar,
‘without ever actually coming to the point of making
the swrrender! It was not until their sacrifices
touched the altar, that they were made holy. As .
well might they have kept them at the distance of
a mile, as to have kept them within arm’s-reach.
It is said of the way of. holiness, “The unclean
shall not pass over it.”” If we are in the practice
of that which is questionable, we must either be-
come “fully persuaded,” or come under condem-
nation. ¢ He that doubteth,is damned.” « Whether
ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the
glory of God.” The command, « Abstain from all
appearance of evil,” is equally binding with that -
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A worse than Useless Habit. ¢ The Time of this Ignorance.”

which requires abstinence from evil itself. You
speak of a habit in which you have indulged for
many years which gives you uneasiness. What-
ever may be thought of the necessity of using to-
bacco by some well-meaning people, we know the
general voice of the deeply pious is against it. A
profession of holiness, and a continuance in this
practice, would subject many minds to questionings
which would make your testimony less useful.
“Could I enjoy a state of holiness, and yet indulge
in this unseemly, and worse than useless, habit ?”
would be the inquiry with many a precious one for
whom Christ died. Should your persistence in
this habit make you less successful, as a minister,
in presenting the claims of holiness, with but one
individual, may you not conjecture that your Re-
deemer would look chidingly upon you in that day,
when.you will be called to present every man per-
fect in Christ Jesus?

I was about to say, I am glad you were not
brought into a state of holiness while continuing
in this practice. But I am reminded by referring
to your letter, that you thought you were once in
the enjoyment of this blessing, though this habit
was not at the time relinquished. I hardly know

~ what to say to this, only that ¢ the time of this

ignorance God winked af;” &c. Your mind was

. not then as fully enlightened in relation to the harm-

- fulness of this practice as it now is. And may not
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Misgivings cripple Faith. Questions.

your misgivings, even at the time, ultimately have
crippled your faith in such a way as to prevent'a
firm hold on the blessing? To me it looks proba-
ble, that till this time you might have held fast
your confidence, had it not been for this difficulty.

* % * O,I am sure you will thank God that
he has thus, in answer to your oft-repeated petitions
for Light, enabled you to perceive the object; and
though the surrender may be crucifying to the flesh,
yet with David-you will say, “ Neither will I offer
burnt-offerings unto the Lord my God of that
which doth cost me nothing.”

Yours, in Christian love.

No. LII.—-TO THE REV. MR. M—.

Can persons who are sincerely pious be deceived ’—Satan trans-
forms himself—A visit from a fiend clothed in an angel garb im-
agined ; he quotes Scripture—How Christ received such a one—
Satan loves a shining mark—A sure method of finding him out—
The Bible the only chart—Satan may answer petitions presented
on wrong premises—Gracious assurances may be counterfeited.

How is it possible that so many ‘sincerely pious
persons should be deceived, may be asked ? Did
they not take the book—the only book to guide
poor erring men to heaven? Was not this their
only chart? And did they not say, By this one
and only sure guide we stand or fall? And also
was not the Holy Spirit, which has been promised
to guide into all truth, earnestly implored ? How,
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Pjous Persons may be deceived. ¢ In all Deceivableness.”

after this careful, Bible-directed mode of proce-
dure, can these mistakes be accounted for? And
can we conceive otherwise, than that, after all the
apparent failures, we must be mainly right ?

In answer to the question relative to the possi-
bility of sincerely pious persons being deceived, I
would say, To me it seems very possible. I now
tread on ground where I would proceed with the
most humble dependence upon Christ as my wis- .
dom, and will endeavor through his grace to pre-
sent no idea but what may be fully qualified by a
reference to the “law and to the testimony.” The
arch deceiver is represented in the Scriptures as
capable of trahsforming himself into an angel of
light. I have such confidence in your piety, dear
sir, and also in the Christian integrity of very many
who have adhered to your views, that I fully be-
lieve you would turn away from the deceiver, if he
should present himself in his native robe. How
far would you be from receiving an opinion from
one that you know to be a fiend of the lower re-
gions! But would it not serve the interests of the
* prince of darkness, whose coming is in all deceiv-
ableness, if he could get a sincere Christian, espe-
cially one of elevated piety and extensive useful-
ness, would he not, I ask, serve the interests of
his kingdom by a corresponding extensiveness, if
he could so #rangform himself as to appear truly
as an angel of light, and thus get such a one en-




FRAGMENTS FROM MY PORTFOLIO. 321

A Fiend clothed in ax An_gé Garb,  .A.Shining Mark.

gaged in carrying; out his des:gns" Should the
deceiver, thus clqthed in light, ‘rise up before
us this moment, would not the first impression
be, to regard him really as an angel from hea-
ven? And then to cap the climax of deceiv-
ableness, if he should bring detached portions from
the blessed word, as he 'did to our Saviour, and
tell us, ““ It is written,” how hastily we might be
prompted to yield! But what would be wisdom
in such a dilemma as'this? The Saviour has set an
example, just in point. He brings up the'detached
portions, and by the light of truth, symmetrically ar-
ranged, Satan is vanquished. From the example
just presented, and from the history of the world,
from Adam down to the present time, we are fur-
nished with assurances that Satan
“ Loves a shining mark ;”

and that he should fix his eye on one so distin-
guished for piety and talent as the lamented ‘and
distinguished individual referred to in our last, is
just what might have been expected ; but that he
should have succeeded with his deceptions, so far
as to turn his eye off from the one direct path,
and to divert his devoted heart and labors from the
one thing needful to those lesser matters of end-
less genealogies, &e., I confess not to be so easily
accounted for.

«If such sincere persons may thus, with Bible
in hand, be deceived, };ﬁw can we come at any
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A Lamp. Try m}ypmm Human Calculations.

certain standard of truth ?”” may still be urged. This
leads to a more explicit answer to the second ques-
tion. David says, “ Thy word is a lamp.” It is
the light that maketh manifest. We are admonish-
ed to believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they be of God. And by what standard
are we to try them? ¢ To the law and to the tes-
timony ; if they speak not according to this word,
it is because there is no light in them.” It is only
thus that a fiend of darkness, when transformed,
chn be discerned from a true angel of light. Itis
by holding up.this lamp, and with prayerful scru-
tiny drawing aside the assumed vestments, that
we are enabled clearly to discover his decep-
tions. -

Inanswer to the question, “ Whether you did not-~ -- ...

take the Bible, as the one and only foundation of
your faith,” I answer, No. You added thereunto,
by making a faith necessary to salvation which
could not be understood without the addition
of human calculations. This, you know, is most
expressly prohibited by the word: see Rev.
xxii, 18, “If any man shall add unto these
things,” &c. You surely will not now say, that
your peculiar views relative to the #me of the se-
cond advent can be adduced from the Bible alone.
In that blessed book, the way to heaven is set forth
so plainly, that wayfaring men, though fools, shall
not err. But who would ever have thought of
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An Hlegitimate Faith. Supernatural Influences not always divine
Vi

arriving at your views from the simple word of
God, without the aid of Auman calculations? You
may say, what has been added in making up the
sum of the advent faith has been gathered from
accredited history, of which all may inform them-
selves, if they will only be at the pains to do so.
And if they should'do so, and come at your faith,
would it be a faith made up from the Bible? As
it is, our best historians and commentators differ as
to the date of events, both ecclesiastical and pro-
fane ; and if any one, or half dozen of them, had:
been permitted to add their calculations to the
sacred text, what a Bible should we by this time
have had ? But have you not, in a sense, done
this? And I think you can hardly conceive of
-———_ the perplexities in which many sincere minds have
been involved, in fruitless endeavors to bring out
your faith from the Bible.

“But was not the guidance of the Spirit of truth
earnestly implored in these investigations, and have
not spiritual influences, which cannot be accounted
for otherwise than from a supernatural source,
given corroborative evidence of the propriety and
truthfulness of the impressions thus gained ?”
These influences can only be accounted for from
the fact, that one step aside from the direct line
marked out in the chart to heaven is exceedingly
perilous. There is but one way in which we can
rightfully claim answers to prayer, and ghis is di-



1324 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS,

How Answers may be received from a Right or a Wrong Source.

rectly on the ground of Bible truth. ¢ This is the
confidence we have in him, that if we ask anything
according to his will, he heareth us.” 1 John v, 14.
Was it not straying from the direct line of the
word, when you asked t6 know the precise time of
the second advent? Were you not withheld ad-
mittance to the court of heaven by the word which
says, ¢ Secret things belong unto God; but those
which are revealed, unto us and to our children.”
§hoﬂd you still urge your way, you are still per-
emptorily warded off by the “sword of the
Spirit.” «TIt is not for you to know the times or

the seasons which the Father hath put in his own ..

power.” :
Looking at the matter thus, I see not how a
petition, relative to knowing the precise time of the
Saviour’s advent, could be answered from the
court of heaven; and being presented on wrong
ground, might not the answer to the petition come
from a wrong source? If the adversary of God and
man can transform himself into an angel of light,
quote Scripture to suit his purpose, &c., why may
we not presume that he would be at pains to coun-
terfeit gracious assurances? We read that the
working of Satan is “ with all power, and signs, and
lying wonders ;” and may not some extraordinary
spiritual influences, which have been experienced
relative to this subject, be accounted for thus ?
Yours, sincerely.
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God will reveal it. A Class Leader questioned.

No. LIIL.—TO MR. L—.

‘Witness of holiness lost—Unholy class leaders responsible for law-
ness of piety in the membership—The faithfulness of God proved
when the blessing was lost—A light may be extinguished—Gifts
derived from God must be diffused—Necessity of coming back—
Promises may not be appropriated until the conditions are met—
In what a state of holiness consists.

Axp now, dear brother, I have been presenting
you before God in the arms of faith and prayer.
I very much regret that you have lost the witness
of holiness. Do try, through the merits of your
Saviour, to get so mnear the throne of light,
that you may discover just how you lost the bless-
ing. You know God hath said, “If in anything
you be othermse minded, he will reveal even this
unto you.” And will he not reveal that which so
vastly concerns, not only your own eternal well-
being, but,also that of those intrusted to your
care, those whom, by the great Shepherd’s appomt-
ment, you are over in the Lord ?

Can you, dear brother, urge the pr%ent at-
tainment of holiness, with the same point, and
power, upon the members of your class, as though
you were in the enjoyment of the blessing ?  If not,
may you not have their dwarfishness in religion, or
even their backslidings, measurably to answer for.
Do you, as their leader, expéct them to go in ad-
vance of you in faith and practice? God called
you out to occupy this prominent position, Did

<
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A Leader should be an Example iﬁ Experience.

he intend to fix the eyes of others upon you thus,
without empowering you to be an ezample in ez-
perience as well as an instructor in word and doc-
trine? The sentiment dishonors God, and I am
sure brother L—— will not indulge the thought,
but will recognize the responsibility that rests upon
him, not to give currency to it, in the minds of
otheljs, by his own example of deficiency in expe-
rience. I do not wish to upbraid one I so much
respect and love, but if Truta reproves, surely you
Will not deem me unkind. ‘

Of late my contemplations have been more than
usually on the character of the Eternal, in his wn-
changeableness and truth. 1 should love, -dear
brother, to lay open my whole heart to you on
this subject. The immutable Jehovah has been
teaching me gracious lessons, which, to the praise
of his grace, are daily becoming more_established
into settled principles. I dare not do otherwise
than let my “ yea be yea, and my nay, nay.” My
mind is continually confirming in the assurance,
that whatsoever is" more than this, cometh of
evil.. Surely, brother, when we practice to the
contrary, we exhibit that which is so unlike the
character of God, that we greatly grieve and dis-
honor him.

You know the de51gn of redemptlon is not fully
answered unless the image of God be restored to
the soul. How unlike conformity to the eternally
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The Offering sanctified. Cautious in professing.

Faithful and True are we, if we are continually
vacillating in our faith and purposes! With God
there is neither variableness nor shadow of turning.
More than once has God given you the witness that
you were wholly his. God was faithful. The very
moment you laid all upon the altar, that moment
the altar sanctified the gift. All, for some time
previous to this, seemed laid upon the altar, with
the’ exception of your will, which required signs
and wonders; but your will was at last given up
also. The sacrifice met the divine requirement,
and was at once sanctified.

You continued to prove the faithfulness of God.
So long as you Zept all upon the altar, the promised
results followed. ~Yes, you were sanctified.” And
when you lost the blessing, you also proved the
faithfulness of the Lord Jehovah. You were war-
ranted from his word in anticipating just'the loss
you sustained. It was the necessary result of the
course you pursued. To use your own language,
you became “cautious in professing the blessing.”
You ceased to pour out to others, and to the de-
gree you did so, God ceased to pour into your own
soul. You know it is said, «“ Give, and it shall be
given you.” Now when you ceased to comply

. with the condition, by withholding from those

around you the testimony of+“the great salvation
God had imparted—yes, %id the righteousness of
God within yowr heart—and did not with David

-\

Tyew

N0 A | |



828 FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS.

A Light extinguished. ‘What a Loser!

sbundantly utter the memory of his great good-
ness—ceased to declare it, as you will remember
you at first resolved on doing, to the great congre-

- gation, why wonder that to just the degree you

indulged in this, your evidence should become
darkened ? And when at last, as you acknowledge,
you ceased to speak of it at all—hid your light al-
together under a bushel—why wonder that it should
be extinguished ? Was it not just what you might
have expected? How could God have been un-
changeable in his purpose, and have awarded you
a different experience ?

You say you “could not have told at the time,
nor have you been able to discover since, the occa-
sion of your declension.” If I have judged cor-
rectly, you lost it by degrees, in precisely the ratio
you became cautious in professing it. And this
doubtless is the way in which hundreds lose the
blessing. God does not impart his blessings to us
for our own exclusive enjoyment. It is his design
that we should be vessels sanctified to his use,
through which he may communicate to the perish-
ing around us the knowledge of his great salvation.
It was his purpose that you should have been used
as a channel, through which should flow out to the
greatest possible number a kmowledge of full salva-
tion—a redemption from all iniquity. Only see
how you have disappointed the expectations of his
wmercy. And what a loser you have been! How

o
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Come back. God’s Work. Man must act.

many stars might you have had in the crown of
your rejoicing, had you persevered !

Now brother, you see the point from which you
have wandered. The changeableness has been
wholly on your own part. Will you not come di-
rectly back ? This may be humbling to your spirit,
but I am sure you will have to .come to this deci-
sion. You need not expect any more light untif
you make use of that which you already have.
Come, brother, let those who are following your
faith, kmow that you apprehend Jesus Christ the
same yesterday;-f6-day, and for ever. Lay all
upon the altar just now, resolved that you will
now believe upon the bare declaration that God
has given in hisword. Here is a solid foundation.
Heaven and earth shall pass away before one jot
or tittle shall fail. Resting thus upon God’s eternal
truth as the only foundation of your faith—irre-
spective of frames and feelings, your goings will
become established. And thus in your degree,
you will be continually deriving power to perfect
holiness. Do you observe that it is present grace
that flows out to you on condition of a present act
on your part? God will not perform your part of
the work, but gives you the power. He worketh
in you to will, and now he requires that you should
do his good pleasure. I need not say that he
stands ready and infinitely desirous for the perform-
ance of the work now. You hear him saying,
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‘When we bave a Right to the Promiscs.  Fruits of Faith,

“Come, for all things are now ready.” Do not
forget that it is a present salvation received mo-
mentarily from above. In view of the conditions
being complied with on your part, He says, «I
will receive you.”” Comply, and then you have a
right to lay hold upon the promise; and upon the
bare authority of the immutable Word it is your
duty to say, “Thou dost receive me.” The blood
of Jesus cleanseth from all unrighteousness. O
dear brother, leave your feelings out of the ques-
tion, and now begin to live, not for an hour, or a
day ; but begin to Lve a life of faith on the Son of
God, for the just shall Zve by faith; and I pray
you no more proportion faith to feeling, for here
has been your error. Joy, peace, love, &c., are
the fruits of faith, and must necessarily follow, not
precede.  Surely my dear brother will not regard
it as optional with himself whether he will live in
the enjoyment of this salvation or not. If holiness
is a state of soul in which all the powers of the
body and mind are wholly given up to God, the
duty of living in the possession of it is most obvious.
And this consideration will—yes, must settle the
matter with you. Now, to him that is able to keep
you from falling, and to present you faultless be-
fore the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,
to the only wise God our Sawour, be glory and
majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever.
Amen. Yours, in the fellowship of the gospel.
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“I have no greater Joy.” A Mother’s Solicitude.

No. LIV.—TO MRS. J—.

Responsibility of parents in regard to the salvation of their children
~A memorable struggle—The Spirit’s intercession—Prayer an-
swered—Parents should resolve on the salvation of their children
—Children under sentence of death—A child born of the Spirit—

Young converts may be holy—An i ing R rks

of a minister.
My Berovep Sister,~Yours of August 24th was
received yesterday. ¢ Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, according to
his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead.” Next in importance to the hap-
piness of knowing that we have been elected unto
eternal life through sanctification of the Spirit and
belief of the truth, is the knowledge that our children
are walking in the truth. Truly may we unite with
the beloved apostle and say, ¢ I have no greater joy.”

The responsibility of parents, in regard to the
salvation of their children, seems to be so nearly
allied to what our obligations are in relation to the
salvation of our own souls, that the connecting link
scarcely stands dissevered in my mind. The pro-
mises are to the righteous and their seed. I have
had seasons of deep and earnest solicitude in wrest-
ling with God for the salvation of my own soul,
yet these, I think, but lightly compare with the
unutterable travail I have at times endured, since I
have been a mother, for the salvation of my chil-
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¢« Death or Victory.” Agony of Soul. Help of the Spirit.

dren. One of these occasions I may never forget
through time or eternity.

- I had said, “I will not let thee go,” resolved

rather to die in the contest than to yield the point.
For months my soul had been burdened, and Satan
had seemingly been permitted to withstand me
more successfully on this than any other subject.
And strange to tell, on every other point the
throne of grace seemed more accessible than on
this. I think I may say, that the resolve now was
“t death or victory.” So intense was the agony of
my spirit, that my physical nature could not have
endured the struggle much longer, and it was not
until several days had elapsed that my health re-
gained its former tone. Shall I say that I felt that
heaven could hardly be a state. of bliss for me, if
the offspring of my body were doomed to ever-
lasting burnings? With Moses, I seemed almost
constrained to say, “If thou wilt not, blot my name
out of thy book.” Why this remarkable trial of
my faith and patience was endured, I perhaps may
never know in time ; for, for several hours the sad-
dest part of my cup was that I seemed left to
struggle alone. It was only a little before deliver-
ance came, that I said, If I have the help of the Holy
Spirit, let me have some apprehension of it, where-
upon I received an indescribable view of how the
Spirit étself had been making intercession during
all the hours of that memorable day before the
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Victory. Resolve on your Child’s Salvation,

throne, in behalf of my child. O what a con-
sciousness was given, that the Holy Spirit had
made my heart its abode, and that the Lord was
making me the instrument in the salvation of the
child! From that moment faith scemed almost
changed to sight, and so assured was I, that it
was the Spirit itself that maketh intercession, that
my own identity seemed for the time in a manner
lost, and I could only think of myself as an instru-
ment, given- up wholly through the power of the
Spirit to God.

It seems to me, as if no truly pious parent need
ever be disheartened in view of the ultimate salva-
tion of his children, if the resolution, that they shall
be saved, be determinately persisted in. This re-

solve must, of course, include the purpose that

every earthly consideration shall be subservient to
this object. I fully believe if I had been less im-
portunate, or less persevering on the occasion re-
ferred to, that I should not have prevailed with
Israel’s God ; for, as I have intimated, he did not
seem to regard my prayer, but rather to say, “Let
me alone.” Had Jaeob’s courage failed one half
hour before the blessing came, would he have been
called Israel? But we had better go limping all
our days, or die in struggles for the salvation of
our children, rather than that they should dwell with
everlasting burnings. How pious parents can en-

joy life, and go on as happily as though all were

’
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" Parents at Ease. Children under Sentence of Death.

well, while their children are under the sentence of
death, is surprising. Were their children ‘under
the sentence of temporal death, from having broken
the laws of their country, would we expect to see
these parents enjoying life, and as much at ease as
though all were well? Such parents would be
thought destitute of natural affection. And how
can God and angels look upon parents, who are
comparatively at ease, while their children are

under a sentence, which, without an hour’s warn- -

ihg, may be executed, and their offspring doomed
to a fate more fearful than the death of the body
a million times told! Have such parents faith in
God? Do they belxeve that the sinner is con-
demned already ?

I do not wonder that you so greatly rejoice that
your beloved J—— has been born of the Spirit.
Our. hearts respond with yours in the exclamation,
“Glory to God in the highest.” May he be
«steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord.” Either for the youthful dis-
ciple, or for the more mature Christian, this is an
important admonition. In about the same measure
we abound in labor for the salvation of those around
us, God dispenses blessings to our souls. “He
that watereth, shall be watered also himself.” If
dear J— has fixed his aim on bemg a’ decided
follower of the Saviour, I hope he is expecting &
daily cross. It may perhaps be a cross from which
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Young Converts maybe holy.  An Interesting Disciple.

the flesh may shrink, to tell his young friends what
great things the Lord has done for him; but in
doing this, his own soul will be greatly strength-
ened, and he will at once begin to be a preacher

of righteousness. May my dear friend commence at’

once to gather stars for the crown of his rejoicing !
I hope, dear J——, will bear in mind that young
converts may be holy. I witnessed an encourag-
ing exemplification of this on Tuesday. An intelli-
gent lady, who experienced religion about four
weeks since, was at our afternoon meeting. Her
husband and herself were both skeptical, and, at
the time of her conversion, grace made a wonder-
ful transformation. By the permission of her hus‘;
band, she at once commenced family prayer, and
also other religious duties, such as asking a bless-
ing at meals, laying aside her gay and costly ap-
“parel, &e. The pious minister who was instru-
mental in her conversion, loved holiness, and took
pains to instruct this interesting disciple in the'way.
He gave her the “ Way of Holiness,” and other books
also were sent to her ; ‘but one book she had which
eclipsed all others: for this, she said, was full of
holiness. This book was the BrBie. She had
been telling me how she felt, while endeavoring to
sustain the family altar in the presence of her hus-
band. I said, in return, “ What you now want to
enable you to bear up triumphantly amid these
trials, is the blessing of holiness.” This she was dis-

D
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Forty Years in going an eleven days’ Journey.

posed to acknowledge, but soon said, “ Why is it
that so many professors seem to know so little.
about this blessing? I told an aged minjster my

* feelings in reference to it, and he said, I was yet

too young in experience to expect the blessing.”

I assured her that it was not with the example
nor the opinions of men that she had to do, and
recalled her acknowledgment that the Bible was
full of requisitions to be holy, and for the moment
the tempter seemed silenced, when she brought up
the experience of an aged brother which had been
given in during the meeting; which experience
went to say, that he had been forty-seven years a
full believer in the doctrine of holiness, and though
he had sincerely and earnestly coveted the attain-
ment, he had not yet received the desire of his
heart. “ Why,” she continued, ““ should others beso
long in arriving at this point, if I may gain it so
soon?” ¢ And why were the Israelites forty years-
in arriving at a point which might have been reached
in eleven days? Was it not because of their un-
belief? More than eleven days have passed since
you were brought out of spiritual Egypt, and sure-
ly you will not limit the Holy One of Israel, and
provoke him to send you back to wander in the
wilderness. You have come up to the borders
of the promised land. 'Will you not now step over

into
¢The land of rest from inbred sin,
The land of perfect holiness ¥ ”
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Sinful to doubt God’s Willingness or Ability now.

With looks expressive of unutterable desire, she
said, I believe the Lord will bring me in.”  “Wher
do you think he will bring you in?” “I do not
know, but I think it will not be long.” ¢He has
assured you of his willingness to save you this
moment, and it is sinful to doubt either his ability
or his willingness to save you zow. Do you believe
- that God would be faithful to his word, if you
should now venture body, soul, and spirit, wholly
and for ever upon Christ ?” < I believe he would.”
“Will you begin to trust him, and by a continuous

act rely momentarily on your Saviour for salvation

from all sin? The poet says,—
¢ But is it possible that L
Should live and sin no more ?
Lord, if on thee I dare rely,
The faith shall bring the power.”
Now you would not dare dishonor your Saviour
so much as not to believe that he would save you
from sin this and every succeeding moment, if you
would trust him.” Her faith gathered strength,
and she said, “I know he would save, and I will
trust him.” ¢ Why should you not believe that he
is saving you, if you are now relying upon him for
“full salvation? If you are being saved it is because
Christ is saving you; and do you not feel that you
are this moment saved, and can you not say,—

¢Thou from sin dost save me now,
And thou wilt save me evermore ?”

‘With emotion she said, “ Bless the Lord, I am saved.”
22
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A Young Convert sanctified. Rema:ks of a Minister.

A gracious baptism of the Spmt was given, and in

the full assurance of faith she cried out, “O F-am

sanctified ; glory be to God!” A little band of de-
voted ones had lingered with us after the close of
the meeting, and we fell upon our kneces and as-
cribed glory to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
God is no respecter of persons; what he has
done for one, he is willing to do for another. If
J——"s mother received the witness of holiness,
when she was but little over ten years old, so

! clearly, that she has never since doubted that she

was then made the partaker of this precious grace,
why may not J——, thus early in his Christian life,

" set out to receive the full impress of the Holy Spirit ?

A minister of deep and enlightened piety, in ex-
horting the friends at the Tuesday meeting, said,
That from careful observation, he had become set-
tled in the conviction, that by far the most success-
ful time to urge the attainment of holiness, was
when the mind was tender from its first recep-
tion of regenerating grace. Now, said he, is the
time to give it the mold, before the young affec-
tions have learned to be truant, and the mind has
become used to parley with the tempter, and to
yield to his suggestions.

Present my regards to brother J: and all
the members composing your pleasant family circle.

Your ever devoted sister.
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A Memorable Day. Temptation. Humiliation

= - —_No. LV.—~TO REV. MR. U——,

© Of the act of faith-—Humiliatiné Vi:;me‘ﬁﬁo‘lis‘;sminkings‘lmm..a~“

profession of holiness—The direct path—A ceaseless sacrifice—
The key which opens the door—What is the act of faith 7—Terms
of the covenant—Faith, not works, the ground of acceptance—
The blessedness of purity—Why do some receive the blessing
sooner than others who are equally sincere '—How example may
hinder—How the blessing may be obtained—Tears of desire shed,
yet a willingness to be holy hot attained. -

CuristMas day was rendered memorable by my
receiving more definite and confirmed views of the
precise act of faith, which brings present salvation
from all sin. -

These views were preceded by an uncommon
humiliation of spirit. During the day a tempta-
tion to hastiness was continually pressing upon me,
and as the tempter had an object to act upon, the
suggestion was, that I had, more or less, yielded
to its influence. On examination, I could not
bring the conviction that I had offended, and con-
sequently did not feel condemnation ; yet I was
most deeply humbled, under a sense of my un-
worthiness. While confessing my want of higher
degrees of holiness, and lamenting this before the
Lord, I was led to question how it was, that I had
been enabled to hold fast the beginning of my
confidence, and continually witness that the blood
of Jesus cleanseth.

I felt that I had not deceived myself, and could
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appeal to the Searcher of hearts that it was not
merely a blessing in name that had been gloried in,
but an actual realization of his saving and cleansing
power. Yes, thought I, in verity I do know, that
the blood of Jesus cleanseth—cleanseth now!
With feelings which even the recollections of that
hour reproduce, causing tears of grateful joy, I
could say with Paul, “To me, who am less than
the least of all saints, is this grace given.,” Yet,
for reasons almost undefinable, but which perhaps
cannot be more fully expressed than by saying,
the appearance (in the eyes of some) of assuming,
by professing this blessing, a higher state of expe-
rience than many others whose piety I so much
venerate, and especially some of Christ’s beloved
ambassadors, whom in love I highly esteem for
their work’s sake, I felt a shrinking tenderness of
spirit, relative to the testimony I had given before
the world on this point. .And yet I realized that
the vows of God were upon me, and wo is me if I
do not profess this blessing, and urge its attaina-
bleness on others. And must I continue to urge
its reasonableness, even though it may assume the
appearance of taking higher ground in the Chris-
tian walk? T felt that I could weep, and even
now do weep at the thought. But the plain, direct
path, cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to walk
in, still presented its track, lit up by the rays of
divine truth; as luminously as ever. The way was
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Duty ours ; events the Lord’s. Irrevocably given up.

not to be mistaken. I saw what would be the re-
sult of a willful turning, either to the right hand or
to the left. It was a blessed thought that I had
given my influence into the hands of the Lord, and
could ‘unhesitatingly leave it there, and know that
duty was mine, and events the Lord’s. I also most
deeply felt that it was not because I was more
worthy than others, that I had been enabled, for
years past, to bear testimony to the possibility of
living in the enjoyment of the witness that the
blood of Jesus cleanseth from all unrighteousness.

But I would not assume the ground, that I have
not trespassed in thought, word, or deed, since that
time. No. But in this, through grace, I will
glory,—I have not, since the' memorable hour that
witnessed the entire consecration of all my powers,
taken myself from off the altar, but have ceaselessly
endeavored to present a living sacrifice of body,
soul, and spirit. Since that period, I have not felt
as if any of these redeemed powers were for one
moment at my disposal. When duty has been
presented, however much nature may have shrunk
from the requisition, I have been enabled to act
upon the principle, that I have given myself irre-
vocably to God. Though life might be the for-
feiture, I have estimated the favor of my God better
than life. Neither have I, since that period, know-
ingly transgressed. ‘ .

Yet, I do not take this as the precise ground of
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Cm .

T
A Key which opensthe Door. What is the Act of Faith? |

my confidence ; but this state of soul, in conjunc-
tion with an act of faith, which asa T{ey opens the
door, and brings the soul into the actual possession
of full and complete redemption, is that which Ii
have been enabled to render continually available,!

, and by this T have been permitted to enter into,
. that state of light and liberty which is spoken of

1 Jobn i, 7. !

. . But what is this act of faith which brings' the .
'soul into the enjoyment of full salvation ? By the '

t help of the Lord I will state it, as also the way by
which I continue its exercise. I saw that God had
erected an altar, whereunto I was “commanded to
come with faith, nothing doubting. And still fur-
ther, that he did not require that I should believe,
without a thorough foundation for my faith. Per-
haps I cannot better explain, than by adverting to
what my expectations would be, if a will, which I
knew to be in every possible way legally executed,

were placed in my hands, and I authorized, from .

undoubted authority, in believing myself the right-
ful heir of an inheritance. Would I hesitate in
_availing myself of its provisions, and think it mys-
terious that I was to come into possession by
merely believing the validity of the document?
And yet the knowledge of .the fact, without the
act of taking possession, would leave it just as un-
available for my present necessities, as though
there were no such inheritance for me.

——
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God's Requisition. The Offering accepted and sealed.

Thus I saw that God had declared it his will,
even my sanctification, and that he had also render-
ed that will very explicit by the eommand, ‘ Come
out from among them, and be ye separate, touch
not the unclean thing,” conjoined with the declara-
tion, “J will receive you.” In view of this de-
claration of my heavenly Father, had I any reason
to doubt that it was his/will, even my sanctifica-
tion? What then remained for me, but, through
the strength of grace, to “come out and be sepa-
rate?” With this requisition I was enabled to
comply. Would it not have been strangely incon-
sistent, after having come to this point, not to have
believed that God would accept? And did it re-
quire any extraordi effort of faith to believe

that I was indeed one of his covenant people? It -

was thus, therefore, in the simplicity of my heart,
I was ready to exclaim, Why, it is hardly of faith,
but rather of knowledge; it is so easy. Itis all
here. I have given myself wholly to God. He
has accepted the offering, and sealed me irrevoca-
bly his. And would it not be strange, and in effect
doing great dishonor to the faithful Jehovah, by an
intimation of inconsistency, if, when he had required
the entire surrender, and enabled me to comply, I
were not to believe he would be true to his own
part of the engagement ?

But to get at the more definite answer that pre-
sented itself in reply to the inquiry, how I, so
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Sincerity and Devotion fnsufficient w!th_out Faith.

unworthy, was permitted to be clear in the enjoy-
ment of this blessing, when there wére so many
whose piety I held in such high esteem who were
not? The only explanation I could give was this: I
have faith in God, and believe fully in the validity
and feasibility of the plan devised by infinite wis-
dom, by which the polluted may be cleansed.

The- plan, in perfect consistency with the nature
of its Author, is unalterable. The devotion that
might induce its possessor to pass throughﬂthe
flames, or to weep tears of blood, cannot produce
an alteration or the least swerving from the prin-
ciples laid down. By the right of purchase, God
demands, and beseeches, that\we present our bodies
a living sacrifice. We present the offering, and are
cleansed. We continue to present it, and continue
to be cleansed. The Lamb slain from the foun-
dation of the world, with garments newly dipped
in hlood, is continually present before the throne ;
and it is but to know that we lay all upon the
altar, and believe in the inﬁnitely"meritorious effi-
cacy of his blood, in order to réalize, with all the
blood-washed company, that we

« Every moment have
. The merit of/his death.”
It is then, and only then, that we can fully min-

gle in song with the spirits of the just made perfect

|- cmmm—

around the throne. 0 does not feel the-impo-
tency of human langdage, when the full soul en-
/
/
/

y 7
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The Difference. Why is it thus ?

deavors o bnng\ont in words the transcendent
blessedness of conscious purity : whenthe spirit-
exultingly joins with the redeemed in the song,
“Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and
priests unto God and his Father, to him be glory,
and dominion, for ever and ever, Amen!” Andyet
there are those who are appropriating this lan-
guage, from a blessed knowledge of its glorious
import. But alas! there are those also, who, by
the will of their heavenly Father, have an equal
claim in the covenant of grace: those who have
expressed joyous confidence in the declaration,
““@God is no respecter of persons;; ;" yea, those even
whose energy of spirit in the cause of their God
would lead them to pass through fire and water,
¢Into that wealthy place,”

who do not feel that they have yet been Lrought
to possess

¢ This land of rest, from inbred sin,
The land of perfect holiness.”

O! why is it thus? Would that my heart
were as a mirror, to reflect, in living characters,
the answer that its deep emotions dictate to the
inquiry. May the Spirit of holiness communicate
the answer to every sincere, inquiring Christian,
while I attempt a reply.

- — .. _There are, as has been said, certain unalterable
requisitions laid down by the immutable Jehovah,
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The Offering brought. Fecling before Faith.

‘With God there is “no variablencss, neither sha-
dow of turning.” His requirements cannot be
varied or set aside, however sincere or devoted the
inquirer. .. These individuals have, doubtless, again

" and again, brought their all fo the altar, but, in
so doing, they have not firmly believed that God -

would be true, and, at the moment they presented,
accept the offering at their hands. They well
know it to be the sacrifice that he requires: Rom.
xii. 1, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
inercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.” ' And that they could mnot
even have brought the offering without his assist-
ance : John xv, 5, “For without me ye can do
nothing.” But they hesitate to believe, because
they do not feel that he has accepted; before they
have dared to venture upon the veracity of his
word. He has required the sacrifice, and has po-
sitively affirmed that he will accept :.2 Cor. vi, 17,
 Wherefore, come out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un-
clean thing, and I wriL rECEIVE vou.” He 'has
given the ability to bring it to the foot of the cross,
and yet they will not believe that he does receive,
merely because some state of feeling, which has
been pictured to the mind, does not immediately
follow.

The experience of many might be porirayed by
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Abraham watches a Consecrated Offering.

_ what would have been the conduct of Abraham,

* if, after having brought the offering required by

God, he had concluded, instead of remaining by
the altar, driving away the fowls from polluting
the sacrifice, he had reasoned thus: *The fire of
heaven does not descend as I had anticipated ; and
though I well know that God has required that I
should lay this sacrifice upon ‘the altar, yet why
does he not consume it? -Why is my faith thus
tried, and I constrained thus long to wait, pre-
serving this hallowed offering from the touch of
pollution? And who can determine how long I
“may be required to linger in this disheartening
suspense ? Already the sun begins to retire; a
horror of darkness comes over me: surely there
must have been some mistaken views in my per-
ceptions of the manner of this requirement,” &e.

Not so with him, who, in all succeeding genera-
tions, has been termed the “ father of the faithful.”
No ; his enlightened perceptions of the immutable
nature of him who had promised, forbade views so
dishonoring to God. We shrink from the suppo-
sition of what would have been the inevitable con-
sequence, had he practiced, as many Christians do,
under this dispensation of light. And yet we hear
them speak of their unbelief, with a seeming com-
placency, much as though it were an unavoidable
evil,

O that all who are secking this blessing were
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The Effect of Example. A Lamb in Perplexity.

fully aware of the sinful inconsistency of this un-
belief! If Abraham had been guilty of even this
one supposed act of distrustfulness, would he have
been placed so prominently before.us, as the father
of the faithful? . And yet the Christian, with a
clear revelation of the will of God continually
open before him, is, day after day, practicing upon
the same principles of unbelief. The younger
Christian looks to the example of those older in
profession ; the member, to the class leader; and
the class leader to one whose faith he has “been
divinely admonished to follow; and each deems
himself in a manner excusable from the exam-
ple of the others. The mention of this reminds me
of the dilemma of a devoted individual not long
since. She was but a lamb of the fold, and young
in the experienceof the blessing of holiness. Re-
turning from a nieeting one evening, where her
beloved pastor, in the recital of his experience, had
said, that he did not enjoy the witness of holiness,
she remarked, in distressing perplexity, «Can it be
that I enjoy this blessing when Mr. does
not ?” It was a well-circumstanced temptation ;
and the enemy made it the means of nearly robbing ~
her of her confidence, though grace eventually
triumphed.

But is it of small account to be destitute of
that faith whereby we may be enabled, momen-
tarily, to realize the entire consecration, and purifi-
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You will find it in this Exercise.

cation, of body, soul, and spirit? . Is it a small
- thing to keep back any part of that price which so
sacredly belongs to God? And just as truly may
it be kept back by the fearfulness of unbelief, as from
an unwillingness to comply with any other requiré-
ment. Upon such as do not esteem it a subject
of momentous interest, may the Holy Spirit im-
press the force of that solemn truth, *Without
holiness no man shall see the Lord.” But to such
as are waiting at the foot of the cross, feeling that
the excellency of the kmowledge of this grace is
" better than life, I would say, You will find it in this
exercise.

Bring the offering of all. your redeemed powers ;
not only o the altar, but, through Almighty grace,
lay the sacrifice wpon the altar. Do not delay,
because nature shrinks from making the surrender
now. Now is God’s time: 2 Cor. vi, 2, « Behold,
now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day
of salvation.” The acceptance of the gift does not
depend upon the worthiness of the offerer, or the
greatness of the gift, but upon the sanctity of the
ALTAR : Matt. xxiii, 19, “For whether is greater,
the gift, or the altar which sanctifieth the gift 2’ It
is by wirtue of the-altar upon which the offering is
laid that the gift is sanctified : Exod. xxix, 87,
«And it shall be an altar most holy ; whatsoever
toucheth the ArTAR shall be holy.” CHzrist 1s THE
 CHRISTIAN'S ALTAR. Lay body,-soul, and spirit,
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A Living Sacrifice. Covenant that you will believe.

- upon his merits. Let the sacrifice be a living one.
Rom. xii, 1. - Remember, that it is not left optional
with yourself whether you will believe. * This is
the command of God, that ye believe.” Believe
steadfastly that the blood of Jesus cleanseth.~-Not
that it can, or that it will, but that it cleanseth
now. Covenant with God, that you will believe
this, his revealed ftruth, whether your feelings
warrant the belief or not. The just shall Zve by
Jaith. Be willing to live by the moment. You
dannot breathe- to-day for thé morrow, neither can
you believe now for any future period-~ Bear in
mind that Christ is -a Saviour, and the salvation
which you receive must be in the present tense,
and of course must be received momentarily from
above. Ask the Lord to write upon your heart
the deep spiritual meaning of the expression, “a"
living sacrifice :” the blood of Jesus cleanseth : for
though you may live days, months, and years, in-

- the possession of this faith, you will find no

other way than that of living by the moment; and
though you were the veriest sinner that ever ex-

’ 1sted or were the accumulated guilt of the whole

world laid upon your head, such is the all-suffi-
ciency of thé atonement, that it is but to place
yourself upon this altar, that sanctifieth the gift,
and you must be cleansed. The crimson stream,
unbounded in its efficacy, is ever flowing.

Reject the simple:way of faith, and the most
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‘What one Act may do. Continuous Consecration,

violent efforts of body or mind—rivers of tears, or
the devotion of a martyr—will not bring you to the
point. « One act of faith will do more for you
than twenty years’ hard toiling without it.” You
cannot receive the full efficacy of the atonement,
apart from this faith ; neither can you recommend
it so successfully to others ; and the debt of grati-
tude you owe the purchaser demands that you be
a witness of his power to save unto the uttermost,
If you live short of full salvation, you may, per-
haps, at the last moment of life, cast yourself upon
the infinite merit of the atonement, and be saved ;
but O, what a risk do you run, and what an infinite
loser will you be, if you leave the reception of this
grace till the hour of death !

It is this implicit trusting in God, with a reso-
hite determination not to proportion faith to feel-
ing ; believing, if he permit your faith to be tried,
by a seeming delay, it is only that you may B¢
accounted worthy of- being a more victorious ex-
ample of its power ; which will produce a fixedness -
of purpose, and an established state of experience,
beyond expression glorious. Look well to the
- terms. Holiness and sanctification most expres-
sively signify the state intended. You canrot
consistently expect it, until you make up your
mind to live in the continuous act of unreserved
consecration. Consequently, you cannot believe
that there is an entire acceptance on the part of
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Tears will not induce God to accept a Pollated- Sacrifice.

God, until you come to this point, even though you
were as desirous, and should shed as many tears,
by way of imploring the acceptance of your sacri-
fice, as did the ancient Jews, who covered the
Lord’s altar with tears, until he became weary, and
regarded not the offering any more. (See Malachi
i, 18.) It is unreasonable not to live in the entire
and continuous surrender of soul, body, and spirit,
to God. All are already his, by the right of re-
demption. If you withhold aught, you keep back
part of the price. It is, therefore, unreasonable
not to be holy. O then enter at once into the
bonds of a covenant never to be broken, to be

- wholly the Lord’s! - Count the cost fully, and

then lay the offering upon the altar. While you

present it, the blood of Jesus cleanseth. In the-

strength of Omnipotence venture now, and you
will find, what you had thought to be the mystery
of faith, simplified.

Yours, in the bonds of perfect love,

THE END.

-
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