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The Politics of Capitalism

HILST the capitalist system of production,
as we understand it today, with its factory

industry, its gigantic ‘undertakings, its

wonderful mechanism of manufacture, its infinite

variations, its intricate connections and 1ts ever
growing army of wage and salary earning workers,
may be said to be the creation of the last century
and a half, the private appropriation of land, the
acenmulation of commodities and their use of cap
ital. the far-reaching exchange of the products of
wage-workers, and the development of a consider
able class of ‘‘free’’ laborers, had a much earlier
origin, and had become the characteristic economy
of this country at least two centuries before the In
dustrial Revolution. In studying the nature of Brit
ish political mstitutions, the origins of Britain’s tra
ditional attitude towards Sea Power, in the matter
of the Empire and of Ireland, the beginnings of the
land problem and the establishment of those vested
interests which impose a legal check upon all for
ward movements, it is imperative to look further
back than the period of great technical inventions

There

are, 1n

and the rjsesof machine industry.
ﬁeed,"’mwﬁmm-vf-m'm*

eign Office, dating to the 17th century, and affect
ing the Newfoundland Fisheries which are not yet
available to the student, and which are jealously
guarded in the event of their being required in fu
ture international conversations. The main features
of the Constitution were the product of 17th cen
tury class-struggles fiercely contested to ohtain legal
sanction and armed authority for certain forms of
property of a revolutiogary nature. The pillars of
Society, the venerable families whoge services to the
State fill the chronicles of fawning historians, the
ancestors of the Conservative leaders of today, the
respectable lineages whose title-deeds are frequent
]\ the
ation, all those elements whom the upstart recruits
the

insubstantial assumptions of divine ordin

of trade and finance reinforce and honor for
repute and immemorial sanction that they bring to
property were, themselves, the fortunate benefic
iaries of political rebellion and soctal revolution.
Their real estate, their offical dignity, their clutch
on the public purse, their ecclesiastical settlement,
their governmental institutions, the ideological
myths that they invented and promulgated as first
principles of Justice, Right and Liberty, were all the
gains of a successful assertion of class-domination,
founded on force, and achieved by the most ruthless,
corrupt and bloody expedients. The Marxian So
cialist accuses the State, the governing class and
their lick-spittle scholastic apologists at the judg-
ment bar of history, and draws his mass of evidence

from the records of their infamy or their hypocrisy.

When the Feudal system had collapsed during
and after the Wars of the Roses, the Tudor Kings
and their statesmen built up a powerful national
governnient drawing its authority from the Crown
and, in name only, depending on the sanction of the
Lords and Commons ‘‘in Parliament assembled.”
Amongst the achievements of the Tudor monarchy
was the detachment of the Church in England from
the political Church Universal or Church of Rome,
and its re-organization as a department of State with
the King as ‘‘Supreme Governor on Earth.”’ Fol-

?
By J. T. W. NEWBOLD
%

ry act, the Crown con
fiscated the lands and pro jes of the great Relig

?f:tainod a few of them
;:ran[:d by far the greater

lowing upon this revoluti

ious Houses or Monaster)es,
for itself., but sold or
number to the gentry and n@bility, who thus eame
to have a vested interest if $e maintenance of the
Established Church and 't!‘le Royal Supremacy.
Crown and landowners n@t proceeded, in more or
less legal guise, to appropriate common lands, wast
es and charities, and to congplidate their economic
and political power. The larged class if they could
no longer wield feudal authority in manor and lord-
ship, became the local admnistrators in the new

% the etergy to. their
livings, and invested ‘‘squire gnd pargon’’ with the
glamour of English Nationalsm. Im Beotland, the
laird and the minister— at-gm_v rate, outside the

ent authority;

ottigh patriot 1sm

national State system, presents

Highlands—assumed an equi

This economic brasis of An :
drew the two “nations” togefiige-and, at the sarfé’
time, caused both Anglicanga ‘Catholic landown
ers to unite in defence of ‘‘Ladd and Liberty.”’

The disposition of tl\g%&iﬂgs to treat the
Realm as an estate and to build up a centralized de-
spotism, protected by a standing army and the Div
ine Right of Kings, soon encountered the violent hos
tility of the The
former experienced and appreciated the fact that

merchant and farmer classes

the king wanted ready money, ample credit and the
Right of any
The veoman farmers were by no means

Divine taxing and borrowing to
amount.
sure that an Absolute Monarch and a Court of favor
ites like Buckingham would not set to work and ex
propriate the small landowners m the interests of
They disliked the ceremonial, creed
and the Church as 1t
existed, and wished to make it reflect
ests and ideals. The King and the larger landown

came into collision with the merchants

the nobility
government of Established

their inter

ers finally
and small landowners, the Monarchy was overthrown
the merchants and the farmer and shop
the

and then

through Common

the former relying on

keeper elements wrangled
wealth and the Protectorate,
Parliament and the Scottish Presbyterian landown

ers. who shared the religious outlook of the Liondon

merchants. and the latter resting on the Army. This
divided dictatorship of the middle-class failed, and
and the landowners brought

obtained from

the richer merchants
back the king The
Charles IT. the abolition of their feudal tenure and
made their ownership of the soil, virtually, absolute.
The landowners and Charle$ ruled England and
When. in:1689, the King was

landowners

Seotland together.
again expelled for tampering with the Exchequer,
Municipal Rights and the Landlords’ Church, the
merchants and the landlords brought in a German-
Dutch prince, caused him to grant or sell the Crown
lands for an old song, scttled the land tax that they
should pay, lent the Crown the millions to defend
the new Constitution, made themselves the perpetual
creditors of the people by means of the National
Debt, set up the Bank of England, and so establish-
ed on a firm foundation the financial oligarchy who,
with the landed magnates, were to rule the country
for the next century an a half. Such was the ‘‘Glor-

Qo

ious Revolution.”” It was the coping stone, the cul
mination of the great struggle for Right, the Right
of Property in Land and Credit. By a violent up
heaval, following on civil war, rebellion and the exe
cution of ome sovereign, the propertied classes of
Britain obtained the Constitution, the legal sanetion
and perpetuation of their continuous usurpations.
The landed, financial and mercantile classes henee-
forth governed Britain through the Cabinet (their
informal executive committee), the House of Land-
lords, the House of Commons (packed with their
paid men), an army and a navy controlled and offi-
cered by themselves, and a judicature acting for

their King .. . a king ‘““made in Germany.”’

Rule, Britannia—Britannia, Rule the Waves.

From the time when the members of the landed
class settled down to develop their English es ates,
and certain commercial magnates began to defy
with success the restrictions on freedom of trad'e
snd employment imposed by the Guilds in Corporate
Towns, the manufacture of woollen cloth assomed
a capitalist echaracter and the rearing of sheep he-
came, a-hysiness-propositign.
with this change in economic conditions came the‘
discovery of America, the enormous increase in the
amount of gold in circulation, and the opening up
of lucrative trading, colonising and planting oppor-
India, the West Indies and elsewhere.
The gentry of the West and the merchants of Lon-
don embarked on the overseas traffic with the utmost

tunities 1n

enthusiasm, bringing to their commercial rivalries

an intense religious fervour and patriotic senti

ment. Krom the

reign of Elizabeth onwards, there
is overwhelming documentary evidence of the con
nection between the woollen and-clothing industries
““Pol-

says the

and the voyages of adventure and speculation

itical and commercial considerations,’’

(Cambridge Modern History, ‘“were so closely ming-
led at the opening of the seventeenth century that
it is difficult to distinguish the trading enterprise
from the The
Navy League to this day has no more popular say
ing than that of Sir Walter Raleigh, ‘“ Whosoever
commands the sea commands the trade, and whoso-

the the commands
the riches of the world and consequently the world
itself.”’

military ambition of

the period.”’

ever commands trade of world
That became, to all intents and purposes,
the watchword of English statesmansnip in all that
concerned foreign relationships, and is of immeasur-
able importance in that, to the present time, it re-
mains and ought to remain the guiding policy of all
who would perpetuate capitalism in this country.

The Court, the nobility, the gentry and the com-
mercial and shopkeeper classes all participated in
short or long-date joint-stock trading or colonising
projects to West Africa, Virginia, Russia, China and
elsewhere. Out of these developed the great Char-
tered Companies, like the East India Company and
the Hudson’s Bay Company, which used the politi-
cal and military power of the British State to de
fend and to advance the interests of their immense
monopolies, and exerdised sovereign rights over
vast territories in Asia and America, exploiting the
natives and extending their traffic by the most

(Continued on page 7)
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conomical

DVOCATES of the

tion’’

‘economiec 1nterpreta
of history have long maintained the

importance of the economie as the underlying
factor in social problems. This asspmption is im
portant to socialist theories, since it places the em
phasis on change in the fundamental, or economie

factors., rather than on ‘‘social reform,’’ or the at
tempt to solve social problems without first making
an economic adjustment. But, however valuable
such a theory may be as a working hypothesis, and
however necessary it may be to assume the truth
of this hypothesis for all practical purposes,it should
never be regarded as established until all the avail
able facts relating to it have been collected and an
alysed. It should therefore be of great interest to
all who hold this theory to see what light is thrown
vpon it by scientific analysis

Thé scientific way of testing the influence of a
particular factor in a problem where there are sev
eral factors which may possibly be causes is to vary
the factor which we want to test, and to keep the
other factors constant. If we find that there is only
one factor which is variable, or that one 1s over
whelmingly variable, then we may assume that the
variable factor has been the principal cause. Com
pared with the factor of economic change, most
other causes of social problems, over a long period
of time, have been relatively constant. Great chan
ges and upheavals in the economic life have occur
red since the Industrial Revolution, which have no
parallel in any other field. We cannot assume, for
instance, that any increase in the total amount of
marital unhappiness could cause a sudden rise in
There were, for instance, a great

1906 than in

the divoree: rate.
many more divorces in the U. S. in
1904, but we know that the amount of unhappiness
were probably no greater in 1906 than in 1904. The
explanation undoubtedly is an economic one; the
costliness of the proceedings makes divorce possible
only when a person is on a firm economic basis, and
likewise the increased economic independence of
women in a period of prosperity may be important
Looking at these two years, we find that 1904 was
a year of business depression in the U. S., prices
and wages were low, there were many commercial
failures, and there was a great deal of unemploy
ment. In 1906 on the other hand, therewas general
prosperity, prices and wages were rising,gand there
was comparatively little unemployment. Is it not
more reasonable to seek the cause of the change in
the social factor, divorce, in the change in economic
conditions rather than in a change in a psychological
factor like happiness? Again, in the case of disease
We are all subjected to contact with tuberculosis
germs. But we are not all equally susceptible, and
the disease occurs, generally, among those closest to
the poverty line. Furthermore, increases in certain
years, correspond to years in which there was busi
ness depression and widespread unemployment. So
also the variations from year to year in the mar-
riage rate ecannot be explained by any variation in
the sex instinet from one year to another, but, in
general, by the conditions of business and employ-

ment.

Tt is interesting even to know the fact that social
conditions change as a result of economic conditions,
but the importance of this knowledge is greatly in-
creased if we can tell anything about the degree of
relationship. Is-the infant death rate more closely
connected with business conditions than the general
death rate?! Do crimes against the person and

Influence 1n

crimes against property give evidence of the same

degree of economic causation? How far can we
say any particular social problem is determined by
economic conditions?

By statistical analysis, we can obtain results
which show the degree of relationship between bus

iness conditions and social events. Our method is

to obtain series of statistics over a number of years
which will show the changes in economic conditions,
and other series which will show the changes in soc
1a] eonditions, and to compare each of these social
series with the economic series. We want then to ex
press the relationship between each particular social
series and the economic series in quantitative form
which we can compare with each of the other rela
tionships

Cyeles of business, that is, alternate periods of
prosperity and depression, are the common lot of
all capitalist countries, and therefore, a satisfactory
index of economic conditions must be one that will
show most clearly these cyclical fluctuations. Be
cause of the complexity of modern industrial life,
this series must represent as many types of econ
omic activity as possible. In constructing a business
cycle for the United States, (*) the following types
of economic activity were represented: wholesale
prices, commercial failures, employment, coal and
iron produetion, railway freight-ton mileage, bank
After both the social and
the economic series have had all influences but the

clearings, and imports

cyclhieal removed (that is, the general upward move

ment, or downward movement which is the long
time trend, and the normal seasonal movement) we
can measure the relationship between the economic
cyeles and the social eyeles. To do this, weobtain
what i1s known as the coefficient of correlation. If
for every upward movement in the economic series
there is a corresponding upward movement in the
social series, and the downward movements also cor
respond have

exactly, we a perfect correlation,

which is expressed as 1. Any lesser correlation will
be expressed as something between 1 and 0, that
is, as a fraction. For example nine-tenths will re
present a high. five-tcnths a moderate ocrrelatien,

¢nd 0 a lact of correlation. Conelusions follow from

recults obfained in studying the condition: in the U
S. Similar work on English material, although not
in form for publication, indicates that these con
clusions are also applicable to conditions here

1. Marriages.—The correlation between marriage
rate and the business cycle is high, being nine-tenths
for the period 1870—1920. This means that in times
of unemployment and business depression the mar
riage rate falls to a minimum and rises with the re

y

turn of ‘““good times The construction of the mar
riage rate below what might be considered normal
is bound, in itself, to have undesirable social results.
There seems to be evidence that piostitution and
illegitimaey increase when the marriage rate is be-
low nmormal.

2.—Births.—The correlation

between the birth
rate and the business cycle for the same period is
fa’rly low tnree-tenths, if we assume that if moves
one year after the ghanges in business conditions.
This relatior is probably only secondarily an effect
of business changes, and is primarily due to changes
in the marriage rate.

3. Divorece.—The correlation is high, seven-tenths,
for the period 1867—1906.
on the divorece rate has been emphasised earlier in
the article.

The economic influence

4. Disease.—There is evidence that the diseases
of poverty fluctuate closely with the business cycle.
The coefficients of correlation have not been com-
put‘ed. v

i

* See article in Onarterlv Journal, American Statistical
Association, Sept.. 1922. “The Influence of the Business
Cvele on Certain Social Conditions.” By Ogden and D. 8.
Thomas.

Social Life

5. Death.—The general death rate shows a sur-

prisingly high correlation, sixth-tenths. This means
that there are more deaths in times of prosperity
than in times of de‘ressinn, but the faulty death
registration in the U. S. may affeet the result. Sim-
ilarly infant death rates show a correlation of four-
tenths. This may mean also, of course, that the bad
effects of a period of depression do not show their
results immediately, but lead to deaths several years
late”, in a period of prosperity. This seems to be
also the medical opinion.

6. Suicide
period 1900

of seven-tenths, that is, there is a large number of

The suicide rate in the U. S. for the

20 shows a high negative correlation

swicides in times of depression, few in prosperity.

The economie factor is undoubtedly an important

cause of suicide
7. Crime

Crime may, in general, be consid

cred in three classes. (a) There are ‘‘professional’’
crimes, that is, those eommitted by habitual, expert
criminals. These are not numerous enough to ob-
tain adequate statisties of their fluctuations, but
they are probably unaffécted by short period ehanges
of economic conditions. (b) There are crimes due
to psychological causes. These are fairly numerous,
and include a large number of juvenile erimes, sex-
ual crimes, ete. Statisties were not available in the
UU. S. The English figures suggest an economiec in
fluence. Recent statistics of the rejections of draft-
ed men in the U. S
however, show that a much larger number came

This would

because of mental disorders,

from urban than from rural distriets.
tend to show the economic influence in causing men
tal disorders, and hence its indireet influence in
causing the so-called psychological erimes. (e) By
far the most numerous class of crimes have a defin-
Crimes against

housebreaking

itely economic origin property,

with violence, including burglary,

and robbery, and the more numerous crimes against
including all sorts of

all seem to

property without violence,
larcencies, receiving stolen goods, ete.,
show a close connection with the business cyele. The
and these
The only
satisfactory statistics in the U. S. were certain New
York ficures for total convictions for erime. These

showed a fairly high negative correlation of four-

ficures were not available for the U S,

coneclusions are based on English returns

tenths: convictions were large in economieally bad
times and small in good times.

This article is in many ways inadequate, based
as it is on unfinished results. The excuse for it is
that the results are suggestive, and that they gve
some idea of the far reaching social effects of the
trade cycle. They show the futility of regarding
the trade cycle as only a business phenomenon, and
indicate, on the other hand, that it is closely inter-

Fur-

thermore, it suggests that the social problems aris-

woven with the social fabric of modern life.

ing from these conditions described above are de-
pendent on economic conditions to so considerable
an extent as to make fundamental change 1mpos-
sible until there has been a fundamental chang= In
economic conditions,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas in ((The Plebs, London)

ECONOMIC CAUSES
OF WAR
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YTTON STRACHEY relates of Queen Victoria
that. after the death of Prince *Albert, shé b¢
came more and more perturbed by the lack of
stability and permanence in her surroundings. When
she was young she had looked forward with somu
fear perhaps, but certainly with eagerness to the
future. but as she grew old she found that the
friends and advisers of her youth were taken from

her one by one, and even the institutions of

SOoc1ety

and the Empire developed and decayed before her
eyes. She was after all, a quite ordinary old lady of
{he nineteenth century, and as she had had to adapt
herself to the strange situation of being the em
bodiment of all the pomp and dignity of the leading
nation of the age, it was not surprising that with
her the desire for security became an obsession She
set herself to the task of petrifying the world as it
was. and of suspending the forces of disintegration
““She gave orders that nothing should be thrown
away—and nothing was. There in drawer after
drawer. in wardrobe after wardrobe, reposed the
dresses of seventy years. But not only the dresses
the furs and mantles and the subsidiary frills and
the muffs and the parasols and the bonnets—all
were arranged in chronological order; dated and
complete . . mementoes of the past surrounded her
in serried accumulations. In every room the tables
were powdered thick with the photographs of re
latives: their portraits, revealing them at all ages,
covered the walls: their figures, in solid marble, rose
up fromr pedestals, or gleamed from brackets in th
form of gold and silver statuettes And it was
not enough that each particle of the past should be
given the stability of metal or of marble - the whole
collection, in its arrangement, no less than its en
tity, should be immutably fixed. There might be
additions, but there might never be alterations
Every single article in the Queen s possession was
photographed from several points of view. ‘The
fate of every object which had undergone this pro
cess was thenceforth irrevocably sealed. The whole
multitude once and for all, took up its steadfast
ctation, and Victoria, with a gigantic volume or
two of the endless catalogue always beside her, to
look through, to ponder upon, to expatiate over,
could feel, with a double contentment, that the tran
sitoriness of this world had been arrested by the am
plitude of her might
You will smile at the picture, perhaps, at the
same time sympathising a little with this exhibition
of human weakness. A&or although we cannot all en
joy the troublesome delights of being Queen Victoria
the hankering after the imagined peacefulness of
stagnation, and the desire to peg down the universe,
or our little corner of it, are not restrieted to old
ladies and did not die with the nineteenth century
We are all possessors, in some degree of the facility
for retaining experiences and using them for the
formation of habits. It we hadn’t this power, life
would be one long round of painful repetitions of
error, and, in fact, it is difficult to imagine the con
tinuance of human society at all under such condi-
tions; but the price we have, to pay is the disinclina-
tion we have for altering our habits when once use
has made them natural. Every one of us would, if
he could, sit back leisnrely and content, and con-
template the blessedness of things as they are. It
has ehanced, however, that we were born in an age
when things are not by any means blessed, and either
we must deaden our perceptions by swallowing the
illusions of religious and politteal charlatans or we
must set ourselves to find the remedy. Individuals
rarely set themselves this task from choice ; our pre-
ference for the old familiar ways of thought and
action leads us first to try every known but fruitless

remedy before we will recognise that new problems
A I

need new solutions. When therefore one’ system

sinks into decay the energy to conceive and col

¢truct a new society must come from those who. de¢

spite their efforts to maintain themselves, have beer

irity and cut off

1ur(‘j}v]_\ (ir'llrt\mj of status and se¢

from traditional links with the past. And, agamn
no such revolutioanry purpose can gain wide

ceptance until the old conditions have become so ur
bearable that we cannot tolerate their continued ex

stence
We have arrived now at a stage of capitalist d¢

velopment in which it is becoming more and ©
difficult for the problems of the workers to be shely
ed any longer, and their solution within the system
a sheer impossibility, but as we find in every his
rical epoch, custom dies hard and new ideas pr¢
oress but slowly. All the acquired ingenuity of n
viduals is first directed to stéemming the tide of
issolution, and in view of this 1t i1s not surprising
that old institutions should live on tenaciously long
after they have become economically absurd and
politically a mere obstruction. Discontent among
the workers is fairly general, while among the eapit
alists there is a growing realisation that unless they
can succeed in allaying the discontent they will fall
vietims to it. It is readily understandable why the
latter, who view society from above, should
look backwards to find remedies for today’s prob
lems. but the so-called leaders of the workers, many
of them self-styled revolutionaries. are also in the
ranks of the Queen Victorias

[n the war days, when the ruling class were 1n
dificulties and the workers particularly restive, the
talk was all of the new world. Now our Trade Union
officials and Labour Leaders, the men, ““of vision,
can talk of nothing but the necessity of not going
below the pre-war standards, and they and the
business men are united in casting longing eyes on
the supposed happy days of 1914. The prophets,
who we are told will show us the way to our earthly
paradise, can do nothing better than discuss finan
cial schemes and currency reforms to get us back
to 1914 prices. Labour men, Liberals, Conservatives
and Communists are all devising plans to win back
our pre-war trade. laberal journalists on Lab
our’s Daily sigh for & return of the clean and gentle
manly polities that existed before the devil, Mr
Lloyd George, turned the world awry The agri
cultural labourer’s wise men can think of only one
policy, that of asking the Government to give them
back their wages board. The dockers” officials trem
ble with fear over the unofficial strike lest it should
lead to the destruction of a great mass of those
much-sought-after seals on the worker's slavery,
known as wage agreements

Ramsay MacDonald is forever perturbed lest the
ancient usages of our Parliament be departed from
We have, in fact, reached a point where the feeling
of unrest is so acute that the very worker s orginis
ations, existing nominally to hasten the process ol
change, have become rocks of stability for the ruling
class.

The ‘‘Industrial Group of the House of Com
mons,”’ composed of business men, recently issued
a warning to the Government, in which they “*view
ed with apprehension’’ the ‘‘disruptive foree of un
employment on the trade unions, which are a safe
guard of industrial peace.”” In particular they
““‘feared’’ that unless the Government did something
the Amalgamated Engineering Union would dis
appear. (Daily Telegraph, 26, 7, 1923.)

In fact, like Queen Victoria, these captains of in-
dustry, these Labour Leaders, and many of the work-
ers, too, want all the old junk of capitalism photo-
graphed, recorded and labelled, so that they, poor
bewildered sheep, may rest secure in the knowledge
that the capitalist system will be tomorrow to its
minutest detail just as it is today. Better to rot or
starve in the decrepit hovel they know than venture
out and risk“dying strange deaths out of their beds.

he ecapitalist would rather deal with a certain
known and limited evil, the trade unions, than face
the terror of the unknow: Think of the docker’s
strike! If the unions were to go, what might there
)t be underneath? Hell itself. The Labour Lead
ers would far rather prepare for the next war, while
protesting their determination to prevent it, than
up to the situation as it really is and decide to
Ip serap the social system which makes war
But all their anxiety w avail them nothing;
conditions of 1850, wi made the Amalgamat
Engineering Union the new model for all the
workers, have ;.,;\\.,i with the hallengine of Brit
n's world supremacy, and the Engineering Union
now only an le of what the workers ought
,1\1\)11
Sooner or later these leaders must justify them
selves by their deeds, and as they cannot remove the
ause of discontent, the discontented will some day

awake to the necessity of removing the present form

01 society

Before they arrive at this recognition a painful
and necessarily slow mental process must be gone
H‘Im);'iL 1ts \]n"'xi inereasing as the pressure of ecir
cumstances becomes more insistent They have

got to see that the limits of social development set
by private ownership have already been reached,
and that the continuing egrowth cf our powers of

production ecan only aggravate the present evils

The capitalist class, having themselves once had
to take charge of a similar dangerous situation, suc
cessfully developed the required revolutionary en
ergy. They ushered in their social system, brought
it to 1ts trinumph, and enjoyved the fruits of success
They then allowed their functions of initiating, or
gamising and directing to fall to other hands, those
of the workers. They made Socialism possible, but
Soelalism can be established only when the work
ers develop the same confidence in their powers, the
same self-reliance and determination that character
ised the capitalists who threw down the challenge to
feudalism. The workers must cut themselves adrift
from the old system and the old parties, persons and
notions. They must challenge every instituthon,
question every authority, examine ecritically every
creed, every conception, not excluding those which
are popularly supposed to be eternal like ideas of
right and wrong. They must give up their pathetic
beliefs i the superiority of the ruling class and its
institutions and consciously develop their own stan
dards of conduct, remembering that the purpose and
the conditions are the only final measure of their
usefulness. It may be true, for instance. that in a
broad sense the members of the capitalist class ow
g to their leisure and opportunities ot culture have
developed qualities very desirable from a social
Standpoint, but from the nature of the present
situation these qualities simnk fo rthe workers into in
significance 1 comparison’ with the urgent need for
self-assertion, the nes e€ssary precursor of emancipa
tion. They must realise that there is, and can be
no mprovement 1n the status of the workers, except
at the expense of the other class, becaunse it is the
ownership of the means of wealth production which
15 at stake. It follows therefore that every step will
be contested Iix'rt'm_\ §V_\ the present owners, with
whom there can be no useful compromise. They
must give up trusting to leaders who can do nothing
ior them, whether well intentioned or otherwise.
They must aim at understanding the social system in
which they live as a means to controlling the forces
which at present overawe them. It may seem easier
to follow the method of Queen Vietoria, who sur-
rounded herself with a host of odds and ends to hide
the unwelcome facts of life, but it has the two-fold
objection that the forces of change went on work-
ing just the same, while Queen Victoria only suc-
ceeded in making herself a slave, toiling to perpet-
uate the myth she had created. 5.

—In ““Socialist Standard’’ (London).
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PRESSING NEED

E learn, it is said, through trial and error

and if the truth of the observation be grant
ed. it follows that we are now learning
fast

In the matter of learning the world seems to
have abandoned hope in its normal educational in
stitutions, as witness the ery of educational author
ities all over the eivilized world that but a small
percentage of governmental and munieipal expendl
ture is devoted to schooling. The vastly greater
percentage goes toward the output of war material
of one sort or another

And so the ehildren in this and other lands go to
pchool on the half-time system, the grown ups go to
work on the half-time system, and the business of
the several administrations, so-called, is to see that
epough military might is stored up for use at anj}
time. Eduecation, it seems, costs too muech

The ideals and standards of education in the
capitalist world are suffering from shock today. Un
certainty, industrial and intellectual unrest assume
a positive character in challenginx the standards oﬂ'
the old order.
immediate outcome of the
1914-18 there is a tendency toward the feeling that
in partially abandoning the educational programme

Perhaps, in a world suffering the
‘trials and errors’’ of

there is not so much lost after all

But what of ourselves?! Capitalism, before or
sinee the period of the war, has amply demonstrated
its hopeless incapacity to ensure the workers a con-
material benefits. Experience

Yet the great hope of the

stant supply of life’s
was the educator there.
commonwealth on the part of the great majority
was suspended until such time as the official school
ing in gross patriotism had driven worker against
worker at the behest of those interests higher up on
the social scale. From then on, through trial and
error, the workers’ viewpoint one and all have comt
under some sort of change, and out of it all, from
cach and every school of thought there has come
some sort of expressed opinion that whatever curri
culum might be needed by the workers and in what
ever school of opinion it might be propounded, the
educational programme already swallowed was of
less nuse to the worker himself than it was to the
master for whom he worked and for whose lands
and factories he fought. The question has arisen,
expressed in many forms, why did de do that and
why has he suffered ever since the untold miseries
of capitalist society’s weight, expressed in hunger
and want?

It would seem that in the fact of these happen-
ings there would be a general hurry and scurry to
the quarters where educational facilities are to be
found. Yet, not anywhere, not In any school of
soeialism or laborism is the educational or the news
earrying journal in any better financial position, re-
latively, than the orthodox¥school. The workers’
educational enthusiasts have been overcome by
apathy, and the ‘‘militants’ in the labor movement
demonstrate a hopeless lack of necessary schooling
in meeting their adversaries, excepting, that is, in
the uses of declamation and abuse.

As to the Family Journal and its place in the
financial affairs of men, we refer to our present

and recent records in subsériptions. We are con
vinced that, although working elass resources are
always strained, the lack of Clarion subs. 1s not
due altogether to our readers’ lack of the dolar
Nor is it due

outlook not to its material, considered as a whole

to lack of sympathy with the Clarion

All working class journals appear to be quite as
mueh afected as we are, and the procedure of gen
eral appeal for financial support seems to be as
regular with them as with us. The reason is ger

eral apathy

We have sent out a considerable number of ““sut
scription expired’’ notices since last issue and Wt
would eall attention to the need. for response
Apathy must be overcome. It is impossible to over

emphasise it that if the Clarion is to be maintaine«

the Clarion must have a greater subscription list

Our opinion, biassed perhaps but firm, 1s that the

workers are sorely in need of 1ts continuance, Ior

hey will have to approach its point ol view sooner
) T a er l' I i1t ['(' I ,f‘ I as “r r i n
£ ror
HERE ANR NOW

Following, $1 eac! L. G. Atkins, Gustive Lee
(. F. Schroeder, Harry Grand, C. W. Allsop, G. P
(‘raig, J. Pryde

Followine., $2 eac! J W Bailev Katherine

Smith
Above. Clarion subs, from 15th to 28th September

inelusive—total, $11

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND

Frank Williams, $2: Harry Grand, $1; J. Pryde
#1; T. Richardson, -1
Above. C. M. F. rece

inclusive—total, $5
THE FUTURE OF THE RHINELAND

The sims of France’s policy, as pursued by her most
influential statesmen and soldiers.
BY FRANZ DAHLEM

HE great war was fought for the conquest of

Berlin

new fields for exploitation and new markets
for the purpose of defeating competitors and
imposing favorable economic treaties. The e ntral
powers lost the war. It is not they who are now ex

ploiting—as they intended it should be—the natural
resources and man power of a Rhineland-Westphalia
and Lerraine-Belgium that lie beneath their sway
The matter is entirely reversed. The Entente was
victorious. And it is now reaping the harvest of
its suecess. France's share of the spoils of war
lies for the most part in Europe; she is now pro-
ceeding to fetch this, and to secure her title to 1t

Here is is merely intended to show, with the aid
of some data and statements made by the leading
men of France, the general line being taken by
French Rhineland policy; we shall not here enter
into the question as to how far the influence of
Anglo-French antagonisms has modified this line,
or is further likely to modify it.

At the end of the year 1916 the French mmistry
set itself the following war aim in the West

‘France claims Alsace-Lorraine with the front
iers of 1792. the Saar district, and also demands the
formation of an independent German state on the
left bank of the Rhine, as a buffer state between
France and Prussia.’’

On February 14, 1917,
was reached between the government of Czarist
Russia and the Poincare government, in return for
the cession of Constantinople to Russia:

Alsace-Lorraine is to be restored to France.
The frontiers are to be extended to at least
the limits of the former dukedom of Lorraine (thus
approximately to the line Trier- Kaiserslautern. Ed.)
are to be drawn in acordance with the judgment of
the French government, as required by strategic
necessities, and are to include the whole iron area
and the whole Saar district as French ‘territory.

3. The remaining districts lying on the left bank

of the Rhine, outside of the French distriets, are to

be converted into an independent and neutral state,

the following agreement

and are to be oceupied by French troops until the

enemy states have completely fulfilled all the con-

ditions and pledges contained in the peace treaty

These arrangements were upset by revolutionary
Russia s
General Foch, the commander-in-chief of the al-
troops, held tenaciously to the above agreement
he econferences which preceded the conelusion of
Versailles peace treaty [t suffices to eite the

from his memoranda of November 17, 1918

ind January 10, 1919, at the peace conferences

Compared with the 64 to 75 millions of Ger
mans living in Germany on the other side of the
D . + o 1
Rhine and in the surrounding states, the numbers

population on the left bank of the Rhine are

as follows: Belgium 7,800,000, Luxemburg

60,000, Alsace-Lorrair 9500.000, Franece 39,600,

M 19 560.000. 1If we add to these 5,400,

00 on the left bank of the Rhine, we obtain a total
4 Yb0 ()

As this tota v no means rezches the num
of the German masses, 1t f ws that there can
no neutral states on the left bank of the Rhine

ation on this bar I st be 1In a position

ke np arms against the German danger when 1t
irises. Neutrality is a ehimera, even from the stand
I defence, for it must be an armed neutrality,
and must be combined with tr 1e1101 f the neigh-

ne powers

['his state organization must o the Hi‘.u;ll
of an anti-German attitude on the part of this
population, a polifical attitude which can become
military at a given moment. Thus the men eapable

bearing arms must be organized, in times of peace
numbers proportional to those of the population,

as troops adapted to hght against Germany 1n case

war
Besides this military nec-essity, sueh an arrange-
1 mus e a mpar \ i llowing meas

res- 1 Germanv must be absolutely prohibited from

ny militarv aceess to, or any political propaganda

the eountry left of the Rhine: this country may

¢ven be protected by means of a neutral zone on the

right bank. 2. The military occupation of the left

bank of the Rhine is to be secured by the foreces of

the allies the left bank of the Rhine is to have
1tS necessary marketis secured by participation in a
joint customs regime witl other western
states

At the peace conference the standpoint of Clem

enceaun-Tardieu with regard to the western frontiers

of Germanyv was, in view of the Anglo-Ameriean op
position, finally formulated as follows

1 In the general interests of peace, and in or
der to secure the execution of the fundamental claus

£\ 1 +
tr \ations he western frontier of

'S 1’{ Liac ],' (i%:‘A' O
Germany 1s drawn on the Rhine In consequenee
of this Germany renounces all sovereignity over, and
all eustoms’ connection with, the territorv of the
former Empire lying on the left bank of the Rhine

bank of the Rhine

[Lorraine, are to be

3 he territories on the Left

with the exception of Alsae«
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S

H

di

in
sueecumb
Engels a
have ha
of the e
.\\:T;'

ed histe
portance
man his
life-wor]
to decid
of them
remnant
perhaps

one ‘.\ 0

poet
men.’’
chicken
Luther

pondenc
sound s
ment b
small C
ultimat,
and En
became

mained

The
blond
as an o
ed, witl
not onl
house.
a bran
more s
mental
and ge
himself
the Ma
able 1n
of the
Christn
er and
skirts
little In
self wi

world

Ma
flashin,
traying
father,
to keej
eIty ; s
labor
ham_\' [
hours
though
uine Si
of Heg
the ;mq
sublim
the ce
that h
was ul
in larg
housel
ness o
to rev

If |
also n
WAY ¥
with a
of ind
more |
in his
course
care t



the al-
ement
sion of
te the
7, 1918
s

f Ger
of the
1mbers
ne are
mburg
9 600,
5,400,

a tota

¢ num
I can Y)
Rhine
osition
vhen 1t
stand
trality,

neigh-

'nw‘.upl
of this
become
apable
f peace
nlation,

1n case

rrange-
r meas
»d from
aganda
rv may
» on the
the left
srees of
10 have
on in a

wWesliern

f Clem
rontiers

ican op

1l elaus
VIT;V‘r “f
equence
ver, and
of the
Rhine
e Rhine
e to be

ADA

\

|
|

chicken-livered

LLuther as a

ultimate human weakness

became interwoven

mained a

11

HE victory of Marx’'s career was not only
due to the man’s enormous power Aceord
ing to all human probability, he would have
suecumbed sooner or later, if he had not found ir
Engels a friend, of whose self-sacrifie fidelity w

have had no acecurate picture untd the publicat

of the eorrespondence of the two men

No other such spectacle is afforded in all record
ed history Couples of friends, of historical im
portance, are found throughout history, and Ger
man history has its examples also. Frequently their
life-work is so closely interwoven that it is difficult
to decide which accomplishment belongs to each on«
of them But alwavs there has heex nersistent
remnant of individual obstinacy or stubbornness, or

perhaps only an instinective reluctance surrender
one s own pe rsonalityv, wl ! 1 ! rds of the
poet is the hizhest blessing of the children of
men After all, Luther saw in Melanchton only a

scholar, while Melanchton

rezarded

coarse peasant And 1n the orres
[m!)ri('lu'w of Goethe and Schiller any one with
sound sense can discern the secret lack of attune
ment between the great Privy Councillor and the
small Court Councillor. There i1s no trace of this

n the friendship of Marx

and Engels: the more their thoughts and labours

the more each one of them re

full complete in himself

man

Their exteriors were quite different Engels. a
blond Teuton of tall stature, of English manners
as an observer once sa of him. alwavs weli-dress

ed. with a bearing that was rigid with the training

not only of the barracks, but also of the counting
house. With six elerks, he said, he would organise
a braneh of the administration a thousand times
more simple and efficient than with sixty Govern
mental Councillors., who cannot even write legibly

and get your books all balled up. so that the Devil
himself ecan them. A

the Manchester Stock Exchange

make nothing of member of

t

perfectly respe«

able in the business dealings and the amusements
and its

of the
1

Christmas parties, he was yet a tireless mental work

'm.;n',qrn;\w- 11s fox-hunts

English

er and fighter, who, in a little house on the out

skirts of the cty,

held his treasure concealed, his

little Irish girl. in whose arms he would refresh him
self whenever he tired of the human tarmoil 1n the
world without

Marx, on the other hand, short, thick-set, witl
flashing eves and a lion's mane of ebon hue, be

traying his Semitic origin; of careless exterior, a

father. whose family cares alone would be sufficient
to keep him away from the social life of the great
eity ; so intensely devoted to consuming intellectua
Jabor that he has hardly the time to gulp down a
hasty dinner and uses up his bodily strength to al
of the thinker, to

thought is a supreme pleasure

hours night; a tireless whom
in this respeet a gen
uine successor of Kant, of Fichte, and particularly
Even

the ;most criminal thought of a scoundrel 1s more

of Hegel, whose sentence he loved to repeat

sublime and more magnificent that the miracles of

the celestial sphere,”” but differing from them 1
that his thoughts inexorably drive him to action, he
was unpractical in small matters, but very practical
in large matters; far too helpless to arrange a petty
household, but ineomparably capable in the busi
ness of recruiting and leading an army that was

to revolutionize the world.

If it is true that ‘‘the style is the man,”’ we must
also note their difference as writers. Each in his
way was a master of language, a linguistic genius,
with a mastery of many foreign languages and even
of individual dialeets. In this field, Engels was even
more remarkable than Marx, but whenever writing
in his mother tongue, even in his letters, and of
course in his writings, he exercises a most austere
care to keep the language free from all foreign ad-
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nixture of word and phrase without falling, how

r, into the v iries of the patriotie linguistie pur
ts. He wrote with ease and lucidity, always mn a
e so pellucid, that you looked right down to the

mated speech

once more careless and mort

Ticult In his uthful letters there is still ap
rent, as in those of Heine, a ndition of struggls
h the language, and in the letters of his later
irs, particularly after his settlement 1n England
began to make use oI a ] turesque jargon ot
erman, English and French, all mixed up. In his

ished writings there 1s an over liberal use

also

reign and there is no lack of Gallicisms

f

Anglicisms et he is so distinetly a master o

German annot be translated

jlanguage that

thout serious loss. Once when Engels had read

apter D) Marx in a French translation, even
ter Marx had revised the translation, 1t seemed
Engels that all the vigor and sap and life had

sappeared. Goethe once wrote t« Frau von Stein

[n metaphors I am ready to stand comparison with

ie proverbs of Sancho Panza Marx could easily

ear comparison with the greatest of the world s

idepts in figures of speech, with Lessing, (Goethe

[Tecel. so full of life and vigor i1s his language

He had fully absorbed Lessing’s statement that
perfect representation requires a fusion of image
nd conception, as closely joined as man and woman,

nd the university pedants have gotten square with

m for this, from Father Wilhelm Roscher down to
the voungest fledgeling of a Privatdozent, by a

ising him of being inceapable of making himself

nderstood except in an extremely vague way

patehed up with a liberal use of figurative lan

1age Marx never exhausted the questions which
he attacked bevond the point of enabling the read
er to begin a fruitful train of thought: his speech
15 like the dancing of the over the

waves purpie

depths ol the sea

Engels always saw in Marx a superior spirit; he
never wished to play anything but second fiddle by
never was a mere interpreter and as

his side. Yet he

cistant, but always a collaborator of independent

activity, a kindred spirit, though not of equal size
In the early days of their friendship, Engels played

in one important field, rather the role of a giver than

of a receiver, and twenty vears later Marx wrote

to him You know that a ideas come to me too

late, and that, in the second place, I aiways follow
: .

In your 1racks With his somewhat IIL"H equip

ment, Engels was able to move about more freely,

and even though his glance was sharp enough to

distinguish the decisive features of a question or o0l
a situation, it did not penetrate far enough to review
conditions and corollaries with which
For

18 even an advantage

at once all the

even the scantiest decision is often burdened

a man of action this defe

and Marx never made a political decision without

first calling upon Engels for advice, and Engels was
usually able to hit the nail on the head

Aecordingly the advice which Marx asked from
Engels was not as satisfactory in questions of theory
as in questions of polities. In theory Marx usually
was the better of the two. And he was absolutely

inattentive to such adviee as Engels would often
give him, in order to impel him to terminate his
labors on his great scientific masterpiece. ‘‘Be a
litttle less severe on yvourself in the matter of your
own productions; they are far too good for the
public. The main thing is to have it finished and
to get it out; the defects that you still see the asses
will never discover.”” 1t was a characteristic bit of
Engels advice, and it was just as characteristic of

Marx to ignore it.

It is clear from the above that Engels was bet-
ter fitted for a journalistic career than Marx; ‘““‘a
real walking encyclopedia,’’—so Marx once deserib-
ed him to a mutual friend, ‘‘capable of work at any

manently to the

'nusual Friendship

yur of the day or night, drur or sober, swift

with

S pen and alert as the devil it seems that both

1fter the eessation of the Neue Rheinisehe Revue, in

wntumn of 1850, had still in mind the

ssuing of

ther journal in eommon, to be printed in Lon

n at least, in December 1853 Marx wrote to
ngels [f we—you and | 1d started our busi
ess as Englisl rrespondents in time, you would

now be condemned to office-work in Manchester

r | to my debts Engel’s choice of a position of

erk in his father’s firm, in preference to the pros

ts of this pusiness was \vyu",.!»l_\ due to his
nsideration for the hopeless situation of Marx
to hope of better times in the future, and cer

nlv not with the object of devot

ng himself per

damned business In the spring

of 1854, Engels again considered the desirability of
returning to London for literarv work, but this was
the last time: it must have been about this time that
e made up his mind to assume the cursed burden

1

for zood. not merelv 1in order to bhe of assistance” to

his friend, but in order thus to preserve the party’s

hest mental asset. Only with this motivation could

Engels make the great sacrifice, and Marx accept it

both the offer and the acceptance

required a great
spirit

And before Engels hecame a partner in the firm
SOM¢

said to have
but from the first day of his

vears later, he cannot exactly be
trod a [xnth of roses
stay at Manchester he aided Marx and never ceased
aiding him. An unending stream of one-pound, five-
pound, ten-pound
y flow

even though it was often sorely tried

later even hundred-pound notes

bezan t toward London Engels never lost

his patience

bv Marx and his wife, who had no over-great supply

of domestic wisdom He appeared wunpleas-
antly surprised-to learn of it when a mnote
fell due Shight also was his econcern when,
on the occasion of another general clean-up of the

Mrs

considerateness, concealed a large item and began

domest economy Marx, through misplaced
paying it off by stinting with her household money,
with the

on this occasion Engeis al

thus starting the old trouble over again,

best of all intentions

lowed his friend the rather pharisaical amusement

of bewailing the ‘“idiocy of women,”” who manifestly

are ‘‘in constant need of guardianship,”” and con
tented himself with the gentle admonition: See 1t
doesn 't happen again

But Engels did not alone slave away for his

friend in office and exchange all day Tong, but he
4

also gave to him most of his eveniug leisure hours,

m fact, a great part of the night Although the
criginal reason for this added labor was the nee
essity of preparing an English version of Marx’s
articles for the New York Tribune, until Marx

should be able to use the language well enough for

literary purposes, the laborious co-operation contin
ued for many years after the original reason had
been overcome

But all this seems a slight sacrifice as compared
with the greatest service Engels rendered his friend,
namely, his renunciation of his independent accom
plishments as a thniker and investigator, whieh, in
view of his incomparable energy and his rich tal-
ence, which were carried on by Engels partly owing
obtained

from the correspondence of the two men, even if we

rect notion of this saerifice can also be
note only the studies in linguistic and military sei-
ence, which were carried on by Engels party ewing
to an ‘‘old predilection’’ and partly with a view to
the practical needs of the struggle for proletarian
emancipation. For, much as he hated all ‘‘autodi-
dacticism, '— ‘it’s all damn nonsense,’’ he contemp-
tuously said—and thorough as were nis methods of
seientific work, he was yet as little a mere closet-
scholar as Marx, and every new piece of knowledge
was doubly precious in his eyes, if it might aid at
once in lightening the chains of the proletariat.

(To be continued in next issue.)
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Revolutions : Political and Social

Article Fourteen

YE have

one more political revolution to re
F
/" yview before we take up the enormous econ

and industrial development which fin

omie
ally placed the world apd all that therein is inder
the rule of capital

The French election of May 1549 had returned a
y revealed dissat

Many

safe and sane majority, but it alsc

isfaction in two important quarters rural

districts and many regiments gave a large vote to
republican and socialist candidates, of which quite
a number were elected. The election for president

gave Louis Napoleon Bonaparte a majority of well

over two to one over all the other six candidates, of

came neat

Ledru-Rollins

million

Savior of societv, (

half

whom, the avaignac,

est, with a million and a votes

coming next with almost half a

We *have the
parfe in eonference with an Italian banker in Feb
1848, We

the foreign policy of this gentleman, more than to

mentioned indigent Louis Bona

ruary need not coneern ourselves with

mention that an expedition against the Roman Re
public of Garibaldi created a great stir in Paris
Ledru-Rollins and the radicals in the Assembly
sought to make this an opportunity to remove Bona
parte. As the constitution forbade an act of war
without the consent of the Assembly, the bombard
ing of Rome by French troops was clearly a case of
usurpation of powers foreign to the President and
the Minister. The Assembly had already condemn
ed the expedition against Rome; therefor, on June
11th a motion to impeach the government was in-
troduced. and after much rhetoric and many threats
had been voiced, was rejected on the 12th. Next
day the threats voiced by the opposition were put
demonstrations were started, the

into execution,

covernment was declared ‘‘outside the pale of the

constitution’” and a few barricades were erected.
Cavaignac and Changarnier at once poured an army
into the streets, and Paris was surrounded by forty-
two squadrons of cavalry. The prompt display of
force was sufficient, the leaders who escaped fled
from Franece, many were imprisoned and the Na-

tional Guard regiments which took part in the dem

onstrations were disbanded. A considerable dis
trict around Lyons rose, which was easily sup
pressed.

This settled for the moment all the differences
between the various fractions in the Freneh pro-
pertied classes. In Paris itself the affair was a

farce, though in the Southern Departments 1t was
more serious. It lent for a moment a brief hope to
the harassed workers in Baden, who thereafter com-
menced the retreat which led to the last stand at
Restradt.

The Republicans had a fairly strong position in
the Assembly, and, in the event of an impeachment
had hopes that an election would give them added
strength. But they chose to, invade the sireets, and
as Marx has it, “‘If the Mountain wished to win in
Parliament, it should not appeal to arms; if it called
to arms im Parliament, it should not conduet itself
parliamentarily on the street; if the friendly de
monstration was meant seriously, it was silly not to
forsee that it would meet with a warlike reception;
if it was intended for actual war, it was rather or-
iginal to lay aside the weapons with which war 1s
conducted.”’

As an upshot of this the Red Spectre was con
jured forth, and France, remembering the foul days
of June 1848, was ready for the assault later to be
made upon it. Fear of the populace compelled it
tc surrender to an adventurer. As an example of
the wily ways of fate we think"it. would be of in-
terest to refer to two orders of the Prefect of Police.
One, issued March 1848, signed Ledru Rollin, called
on all department prefects ‘‘To arrest Citizen Liouis
Napoleon Bonaparte should he be present in your

department,’” The other, issued June 14, 1849

‘make all possible progress

BY J. HARRINGTON

et

himself n

Du arrest

Ledru

Fauir for L. N
Rollin

yvour department.’’

signed Bonaparte

Citizen should he present
The term of office for President was four years,
and as the last year of his office drew near Bona

He had

were

parte found himself heavily in debt an

nexed several friends, among whom some

females with more money and ambition than virtue,
considerable more;

the

these were not likely to offer

more than usual embarrasment when the

hailiffs arrived on the scene. But the Italian bank
er and the British statesmen were more likely to in-
the

sist on the bond as so nominated, and-were In

position to exaet the pound of flesh “‘if so be they
felt dispoged.”’

An attempt to prolong the term failed, and the
left their

money or have his promises made good was to siez

only means for his backers to recover

power. Bonaparte himself seems to have been op
posed to this measure, but the Due de Persigny de
While

the Noble (1) Presigny had not much money to put

clared he must ‘‘Be Caesar or Nothing.”’
in the kitty, it appears that he had a genius for or
ganising, and for reading character, at any rate we
can judge if the financial backers of the future Em
peror were reimbursed, by the fact that several
vears later one nobleman appeared before his Em-
peror and told him he required a considerable sum
of money to save his two million franc estate. He
got 1t too.

But to take a less known side of this much dis
cussed matter, we commence with the significant in
struction 1ssued to Walker Breit, the concessionaire
1851,
‘‘seing that it is of the

of the Dover-Calais cable, January 8th, to

ztmost importance to be in direct and rapid com

munication with the cabinet of St. James.”” The
great intimacy of Lord Palmerston, British Foreign
Secretary, and Count Walewski, French Ambas

sador, who, if it be of interest, owed his advent on

this eternal graveyard to an interval between a

diverted and a sublimated libido, when the complex
of Napoleon the Great ran true to type; the father
stamped the son with his image, complying with the
laws of heredity, but a jealous social code forbade
the use of his name. However, that just by the way
The Secretary and the Ambassador had many unoffi
cial confabs. Between that time and the time the
cable was completed Bonaparte paraded the prov

ences, and a stage group of more or less'‘well graced

M . ® ¥
actors’’ cheered for the Emperor at each stopping
place
We have not space to follow that carefully

worked out scheme, but any of our readers wishing
to estimate the amount of energy and forethought
and monpey required to seize a crown may find it in
Sufficient
for our purpose is the fact that on the 15th of No

detall in Gaudala’s ‘*Second Empire.”’

vember 1851, two days after the first message had
passed over the new cable, General de Saint-Arnaud
declared that the degrees hanging in every barrack
room in France giving the President of the Assem-
bly power over the army must be removed at once.
This General had, like Cavaignac, Persigny, Thomas,
Clement and many others of this period, stepped
from sergeant-major to high command; when any
contending factor approached power, it became 1m-
perative that a General should be located who would
be a square shooter. And it was customary, as it
still is, even in the enlightened republic to our
left, to create warriors at the expense of a few be-
nighted heathen. So SaintiArnaud was sent to
Africa early in the game to acquire a reputation,
which he did, as Gaudala tells as, ‘‘by restoring
the peate he had disturbed.”” On the 16th the Gen-
erals of the other parties brought a bill before the
Assembly to restore to the Assembly the power over
the Army; on>the 18th this was defeated by a ma-
jority of 108.

Thus it will be obvious that the iight was now
in the open, and the long period of jockeying for
place had given way to moving up the forees to their
various positions. For an aecount of this we refer

our readers to ‘‘The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis

Bonaparte’’ by Marx, than which a more mas-

terly historical document does not exist. An intim-
of the

standing of historical forces and political motives,

ate knowledge facts, an unrivalled under

n-the hands of a master of language, enlivened by

wit caustie, if less solemn that Gibbon’s, com-

as
bined to make a pamphlet, a real contribution to
And no one who hopes to sublimate the
of afford .to

1ts contents no ap

history

inferiority complex class, can

We

clogies to offer for not going over the ground cov

Our

confess ignorance of have

nor for insisting that this book must,

absolutely must be read, must be

red by Marx

mastered, by any
one who professes to speak of revolutions

We
the great mass of Inrelings directly
‘But the

give one of his breif analyses: Speaking of

in the employ
of a government, he Material Inter
est of the
bound up in maintenance of just such a large and

There

the bourgeoisie provides for its own superflous mem-

Says,

French bourgeoisie is most intimately

extensively ramified governmental machine
bership; and supplies, in the shape of government
salaries, what it can not pocket in the form of profit,
interest, rent, and fees. On the other hand, its Pol
itical Interests, daily compel it to increase the pow-
er of repression, i.e., the means and personnel of the
government ; it is at the same time forced to con
duet an uninterrupted warfare against publie opin-
ion, and, full of suspicion, to hamstring and lame
whenever it does
Thus the

boureoisie of France was forced by its own class at?

the independent organs of society

not succeed In amputating them wholly.

titude, on the one hand, to destroy the conditions
its own included, and
the

for all parliamentary power,

on the other to render irresistible Executive
power that stood hostile to it.”’

So it was that this fellow whom every one re
garded as a elown then, and whom everyone, fol-
lowing the coup-de-etat regarded as a superman,
backed by social conditions, Italian bankers, Amer-
ican title hunters and British statesmen, succeeded
in subjugating the great French nation. So it wad
that the army fell into the hands of a clown, and as
the great god power has said wherever the army 1s
gathered together, there will I be also

But to

Marx, Changarnier,

return to the events not recorded by
Cavaignac & Co., regarded the
battle won the night before the rejection of their
bill to restore power to the Assembly, and already
had the prisons chosen for Saint Arnaud, Bonaparte,
Persigny & Co., but the cards were against them.
On the 26th a young man of noble birth left Paris
with dispatches for London, not one of the regular

The Presidental Palace was surround-

mesSengers.
ed by detectives of the Assembly; the days after his
arrival Palmerston and Walewski were in secret

confab for hours together, and a great reception
was announced at the French Embassy on the 2nd
of December. In the meantime, in Paris, Bonaparte,
like his great uncle, had an infelicity complex, and
the day Walewsky met Palmerston, Nov. 28th, his
courage failed him. Persigny exhausted every argu-
ment, and then a package arrived from London con?
taining some ‘‘advice’’ and some money. Bonaparte
saw the force of this, as part of the advice stated
no more was forthcoming; the event was then fixed
for the 2nd of December.

The afternoon of the second of December, the
Embassy ball was cancelled. It transpired that not
one single acceptance was received. Yet on that
very night the Embgssy was fully lighted up, ‘‘and'

+ Ciloth bound, 80 cents; paper covers, 36 cents, post paid,
from Clarion Office.

(Continued on page 8)
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PAGE SEVEN

The Story of the Evolution of Life

BYT. F
(Continued from last-1ssue)

Partridges, grouse, and hares are all protective
ly colored, and it requires/the practiced eye of the
poacher or gamekeeper to detect them wehn at rest
Then there are the remarkable phenomena of sea
sonal coloration in which the coloring of the animal
during summer is quite-different to that of winter
The

Arctic fox, and various other ecreatures resembles

gummer attire of the stoats, mountain hares,
that of the surounding vegetation and soil, but m
the the
with snow. these animals change their color to a pure
white. All utility

value whether to mammals or birds as a means of

northern winter, when oround is mantled

such transformations possess
concealment, or to the carnivorous fox in permitting
him to approach his prey unseen, and protective col
ouration is made even more efficacious than it would
otherwise be by the close correspondence. which
and the

obtains between this deceptive adornment

instinetive actions of its possessors. Many most m
structive instances of this may be seen in the splen
did exhibits of colour adaptation and mimiery in the
South

shown so perfectly resembling the leaves and twigs

Kensington Museum Various insects are
they frequent, that it is necessary to indicate the
spot on which the ereature 1s at rest. slany ground
the
which they repose that one may walk into them un

Not only are the shade and pattern of their

birds so closely resemble rough surfaces on
awares
plumage most wondrously like their surroundings
but the birds habitually rest in such a way as to 1n
crease the resemblande

Obviously, any pronounced variation in habit or
colouring, would prove a serious disadvantage to
the animal manifesting it, if it served to render the
creature more conspicuous to its foes. Such a vary
ing form would soon be weeded out by Natural Sel
ection, whereas those organisms which developed a
variation still more closely resembling their custom
ary dwelling place would run fewer risks, and would
therefore be preserved. Constantly arising as they
do, such helpful and harmful variations teach us
how the truly marvellous adaptions of organisms
to their environment have been gradually perfected

As if for the express purpose of utterly explod
ing this evolutionary explanation of protective col
that

scorn concealment and ostentatiously parade them

ouration it was ascertained various animals

selves to all the. world. Quite unlike those cater
pillars that so completely resemble their feeding
plants that even a hungry bird might miss them,
there are others that are very conspicuously colour
ed. Nor is this phenomenon confined to caterpillars,
although the study of these has served to solve the
seeming anomaly. Caterpillars protectively colour

ed seek to escape the persecution of their enemies.

Now, insect-eating birds, though never known to
refuse these were found to reject the gaudily colour

ed kind. The distinguished naturalist, Wallace  had
previously suggested that some caterpillars were
boldly coloured to serve as a warning to insectivor
ous enemies, and when this theory was put to the
test of experiment it was proved that conspicuously
Thus,
the more noticeable the warning colour, the more
the danger from attack decreases, and therefore the
more these caterpillars vary in the direction of high-
er colouration the greater their chances of turning
into moths or butterflies.

Even more amazing are the variations developed
which serve the purpose of outwitting enemies.
These assume a wonderfully deceptive character.
Such examples of imitative shdding and structure
relate to the copying in color and outline of one
species by another, sq that the mimicking form may
be mistaken for its hodel. The species mimicked
usually, enjoys immunity from attack, and it is
therefore an advantage to the species counterfeiting
it to look as much like its model as possible. As we

have seen, those gorgeously marked caterpillars

coloured caterpillars are distasteful to birds.

of inward nauseousness

PALMER.

which advertise their unpalatability escape motes

tation, and it is equally profitable to well-flavoured

aterpillars to carry the outward and visible signs
Mimicry has evidently ser
ved its practicers well, and the height of deceptive
ness to which it bas been carried creates astonish
field

customed as he is to the wiles and stratagems of the

ment even in the mind of the naturalist, ac

living world. There is usually no close relationship
between the imitated and imitating forms and their
marked resemblances cannot be due to descent from
a recent ancestor In his Evolution Theory,

Weismann adduces a large number of mimetic cases,
been brilliantly handled by

and the subject has

Bates. Wallace, Poulton and cthers

Among the various instances of mimiery we find
non-poisonous species of snake mimicking a high
lv venemous specles /\L!}_’rl‘\‘\l\'t‘ ants, Hgain_ are
mimicked in a most remarkable manner by another
nsect. In this example, ants inhabiting the Amaz
ons region possess the quamnt mstinet of stripping
leaves from trees which they carry like green flags
to their dwelling place. In the same area resides an
insect which so closely mimies the ant 1n appearance
that one might easily pass for the other. In this
case the body of the mimic has been so modified in
form and colour that the insect seems to be carry
a leaf
In many examples of mimicry the mimie and its
model possess in common vertain basic likenesses
in strueture to which in the course of their trans
formation a few finishing touches have been added
to complete the resemblance. We have a quite com
mon instance of mimiery in England in the insect
known as the drone fly, owing to its likeness to the
hive bee. Now, not only are honey bees respecled
by a considerable number of potential enemies be
cause of their stinging powers, but they are als) dis
Bees are consequently avoided by insect
eating The

fenceless, and is not unpleasant to the palate, and

tasteful

birds. drone fly, however. is quite de
the presumed advantage to the drone fly in its de
ceptive likeness to the formidable honey bee has
Prof.
Lloyd Morgan, for instance ascertained ‘‘that young

hirds which had tasted and rejected workers of the

heen verified by a series of experiments

hive bee as unpalatable subsequently refused ‘o
taste not only drones, which have no sting, but also
drone flies.”’

Our story is now at an end. It might have been
longer, but enough has been said to convey a gen
eral idea of what the doctrine of organic evolution
implies. There is every reason to believe that the
wondrous wealth of living forms of the tropical,
temperate, and even polar regions, as well as the
floral and faunal populations of stream, lake, and
cea. have all been developed by the purely natural
forces of the Universe. As Darwin observed in con
cluding his ““Origin of Species’ :— ‘It is interesting
to contemplate a tangled bank, clothed with many
plants of many kinds, with birds_singing in the
Lushes. with various insects floating about, and with
worms crawling through the damp earth, and to re
flect that

different from each other, and dependent on each

these elaborately constituted forms, so

other in so complex a manner, have all been produc-
ed by laws acting around us.”’

(The End)

THE POLITICS OF CAPITALISM

1

Continued from page ]

shameless oppression and debauchery They dand
their servants wielded a sinister and eorrupt in
fluence in domestiec politics, and were the prime In
ticators of war with the gove rnmental patrons of
val traders, whether Dutch, French or Spanish
rading, privateering and war were almost indise
riminately the business of the 17th and 18th cen
tury sea-captains and shipowners Slave-trading
vas a lucrative and honourable tr i Hhill]uwi and
shared in by the shipping, mercantile and landed
classes. Many a respectable family in the neighbour
ood of Liverpool Lanecaster. Bristol and Glasgow
swelled its rent-rolls and gains of commerce with
the profits of the negro-market and the indenture
money of kidnapped English and Irish labourers
[heir politics were directed towards enforeing the
exelusive trading rights of British and Colonial ship

ners between the several parts of the British Do

minions, protection and bounties for the native corn
orowers. and measures caleulated to make the West
India plantations, the colonies and [reland buyers
of British manufacturers and sources of supply of
rew materials. The entire landed mercantile and
inancial elements of this country utilised the poli
tical power which their property placed in their
hands to promote what they deemed to be their ec
cnomic and social interests, whether affecting the

tenure of their land, the incidence of taxation, the
increase of the public debt, the conduct of foreign
trade or the confiscation of the properties of those
who had no political standing and no social capacity
for organised resistance

Ireland in Labour’s History.

Throuchout the seventeenth and into the eigh-
teenth century, these interests not excepting the
(Cromwellian fichters for freedom,”” robbed the

Irish people of their tribal lands, swept them into
wilds of Connemara, Donegal and Kerry, and
of the

the

made of the Emerald Isle a great domain

English ruling class, of such hereditary exploiters
the Castlereaghs of London

and reactionaries as

derry and the Lascelles of Lansdowne. ¥rom that
time onwards, the Irish problem became the bane
and increasing curse of British poliies. When, In

addition, the English manufacturing and mercan
tile interests used their political power to cripple
and almost to destroy the woollen manufactures of
Ireland. and the landed class insisted on the unfail
ing export of Irish corn to pay their rents regard

less of the famine that stalked abroad, the Irish pro

letariat was driven to Lancashire, to Lanarkshire
and to the slums of London and the mining areas to
act a blacklegs,”” and to spread racial and re
ligious strife (a strife which the cotton-masters of

(Jlaseow and the iron-masters of Monmouthshire de
amongst the working class. In
the

enactment,

liberately fomented

Qeotland. the land owners, having degraded

colliers into serfdom by Parliamentary

set themselves to cultivate the linen industry and

flax-crowing by private and, then, by public sub
n the Lowlands and then in the High

stole) from 1745

sidy, first

lands, which they “cleared’ (l.e.,

onwards ‘In the 18th century,’’ says Marx, ‘“‘the
hunted-out Gaels were forbidden to emigrate from
the country, with a view to driving them by force
to Glasgow and other manufacturing towns.”’

So, in England, in Scotland, and in Treland the

landed class, farming or leasing their estates for
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profit, robbed the peasantry of their clan proper-
ties, of their holdings, and of their commons by foree
or legal fraud, threw farm to farm, and drove the
rural population to the towns and cities, exported
them (if we are to credit Defoe) compulsorily to
the West Indies, to North America, or else recruited
them into the Army and the stinking hulks of the
Navy to police their fellows and widen the bounds
of their masters’ ‘‘Liberty’’—the liberty to exploit!
(To be continued in next issue.)
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constituted as one or more independent states, un
der the protection of the league of Nations.”

After first rejecting the separation of the Rhine
land from Germany. both Wilson and Lloyd George
gave way. Om April 20, 1919, the latter declared
to Clemenceau that he was in agreement with an
oceypation for a period of 15 years, and that this oc
cupation, should Germany not meet her obligations,
could be prolonged or renewed after evacunation

The decisive French ministerial council, which
accepted the peace treaty in the form handed to
Count Brockdorff-Rantzau on May 7, was held on
April 25, 1919. In this decisive session, the Prime
Minister. Clemenceau, addressed the following r¢
marks to the President, Poincaire

M. President, you are much younger than 1. In

15 vears I shall be here no longer; in 15 years Ger
many will not have filled all the clauses of the agree
ment : and in 15 years, should you do me the honor
to visit my grave, 1 am fully convinced that what
you will have to tell me will be: ““We are on the

Rhine, and intend to remain there.’

Poincare, as Premier, is continuing this: policy
with obstinate tenacity. The Ruhr action proves
that imperialist France is now determined to i)rvm‘nt
accomplished facts to the world. At the Versailles
peace conferenece France’s annexation poliey was
supported by the alleged mnecessity of securing
France from fresh attacks on the part of Germany,
but sinece then the Comite des Forges, the French
military authorities, and the French statesmen, have
been using much plainer language. It suffices to
give two examples of this.

A draft drawn up in 1919 by the former com-
mander-in-chief of the Rhine army, General Man
gin, on the occupation of Dusseldorf and Duisburg,
concludes as follows:

““It is possible to disorganize the steel industry,
dyes (bye-products) and agriculture (manures)
There can be no question of killing industry and ag
riculture. The working population demands noth
ing more than to work for us, provided that it can
get something to eat and is paid (! Destruction
of industry—social danger—risings—without pro
fit to France. Article 270. Only the convention of
Rhenish notabiliities (eo-operative and eeonomic)
could state what services German industry ean per
form for France in the occupied territory. These
delegations will become the germ of the special re-
presentation of the special interests of the country

M. Adrien Dariac, the chairman of the French
finance commission, spoke even more clearly in his
secret report to Poincare on May 28, 1922

““Could Frapce Dot consider the exchange of Ger-
man coke suitable®or smelting, and French ore, for
the purpose of joint exploitation, upon a basis on
which real industrial co-operation would be possible !
We cannot demand of Germany that she pay 1m-
mense sums for 35 years, if, on the other hand,
we are afraid to see her industries develop in a
manner enabling her to pay her debts.

But as soon as we have gained a footing on the
right bank of the Rhine, and have 45 million tons of
ore at our disposal annually, we shall be in a position
to play a decisive role in the German iron industry,
for we can demand control of its production as an
equivalent.

The first act of our autenomy poticy i8 the fin-
ancial organization of the Rhineland: the drawing
of our customs boundaries—closed to the East
against Germany, open to the West to Franee in
order to avoid the danger of economic strangulation

arising from a double state wall and its atiendant
limitation of exchange of goods; further, a budget
separate from that of the republic, and the substi-
tution of the unhealthy mark by sound curreney.

The second act is the substitution of the Prus-
sian officials by Rhenish ones.

The third act is the expansion of the authorita-
tive powers of the High Commission and the con

vention of an eleeted corporation.

These are doubtless far-reaching plans, but ones
which would be fully justified if carried out judie-
iously and with a capacity for differentiation, and
in proportion to the extent to which Germany avoids
fulfilling her obligations. A far-sighted poliey could
acomplish by means of skilful diplomacy—adding
one link after another to its chain of actions—the
gradual separation of a free (!) Rhineland from
Germany, under the military protection of France

and Belgium.’

This is the poliecy of imperialist Franece and its
aceomplishment is being tenaciously striven for. No
bourgeois government in Germany can put a stop to
this work of destruetion. It is only the proletariat,
only the proletarian revolution, which can liberate
the powers, and create for Soviet Germany the al
lies, that can save the Rhineland and the entire
country from colonial slavery. It was the speetre
of Bolshevism which restrained Clemencegu, Poin
care, ete., from realizing the French war aims In
1919. The aid of the cowardly November democrats
im Germany made it possible to ‘“banish’’ this spec
tre for a time. But today the working class of Ger
many, and, outside this class broad ecircles of the
petty bourgeoisie, recognize that Bolshevism, that
Communism, is the one way out. It alone can save,
not merely the German nation, but the possibihty
of existence of the German people.—Inprecorr

REVOLUTIONS, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL.

(Continued from page 6)

loud resounded mirth and daneing.”” The most pro
nounced feature was Dord Palmerston and Count
Walewski in high glee, and the fact that the British
Foreign Seeretary had thus openly rejoiced was
suffieient warrant to bring every cofficial attache in
Loondon to the French Embassy

Put not your trust in princes but in the Britishi
Foreign Office—At times! At anyrate, for many
vears after the Emperor was crowned the standing
by-word in his court was ““ With Palmerston one can
do great things.”” Palmerston was dismissed for his
secret handling of this affair, but he lived to enjoy
the fruits, when he became Prime Minister, owing
to the scandalous conduct of the British War Officd
during the Crimean War, 1854

It will perhaps be proper to point out that the
good officers of Nicky of the elephantine hoof, in
saving Austria, and his anxiety to emulate Balzac’s
death-wateh on the Sick Man of Europe (Turkey),
coupled with his gift of the ‘‘rare and nameless
marble’” for the tomb of the old Napoleon, made a
dangerous situation fer the country which governed
India. Hence we see France and Britain defending
the rights of small nations, and Turkey remained
to laugh in the face of Europe Hgmw we regard
Palmerston as a man of vision and foresight

Well: well: here we are at the end of the chap-
ter and half of it not told. So we will have to leave

Paris, revolutionary Paris, till next time. ¢

— ’
CORRESPONDENCE.

Editor Clarion
Please find enclosed §1 for my sub. I have just read
the article by “Progress.” He or she refers to the Connolly
and De Leon gnam]. I belonged to the same local in
Edinburgh and consider I knew Connolly pretty well. I
always, in those days at least, found him to be an Irishm
first before even a Socialist, and as he blossomed out in
a printer then and really was some class he got so conceit-
ed about it he hiked off ta the U. S. and thought for a time
he could demand a job on the staff of the Weekly People
and, as Dan pointed out, a8 there were no vacancies dnd no-
body would dbe fired to make room for him the row com-
menoced. He then lurtd an Irish Socialist paper called
Bnrv"nndsent.nﬂuesttons take subs. We wrote
mmwmmvemm-wwd;mmwm

the Bagpipe and would be pleased to exchange. I:have
no sympathy with De Léen far calling him a Jesuit But he
provoked the old man quite & lot. We are all yery prone
to pick up the faults and impairments of others without
giving eredit for their good foints. z

Referring to Neil McLean, I may say it i a long time
gfhoe he was thrown out of the S. L. P. I happened to be
there on that occasion. He thought, being national secret-
ary, he should not be disciplined for his actions which were
not in tune with 8. L. P. policy, but we soon showed him
he could not play fast and loose. Then he picked om the
smallest comrade present and wanted to fight; he got land-
od op the sidewalk before he got started; that was tae
end of his greatness as far as the S. L. P. was concerned.
He gotpeeved over an article he wrote to the paper (being
a slave” ﬂs@ngers’ factory he talked shop, as most of them
do). He mlalned capital thus: If a woman bought a sew-
ing machine while her hubby was alive and made clothes
for the family, that machine was not Capital, but if her
hubby died and she made clothes and sold them to make
her living it became Capital. What do you thing of that?
This was by the way of sétting one Cox, M.P., on the
right track in economics. Later, when he was billed to
speak for the S. L. P. he was found addressing meetings
of the unemployed and advocating all manner of reforms,
concerning which conduct he defied the discipline of the
party After that he linked up with the I. L. P. and be-
came a shining star
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