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"MESSAGES

¥From His Excellency the Governor General on the smbject
of the re-union of the Provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada ; together with the Resolutions of the House of
Assembly and the Amendments thereto—and the Yeas
and Nays thereon—the Address to His Excellemcy amnd
kis Reply. )

g

nou’sg: OF ASSEMBLY.

Saturday, 7th December, 1839.

The following Message was sent down by His Excellency the Governor
General :— -

/ Transurrted 7t Drcexssz, 1889,
C. P TT THOMSON. i

: in pursuance of the intention expressed in his : .
Speech from the Throne, the Governor General desires now to bring under the
congideration of the House of Assembly, the subject of the Reunion of this
Province with Lower Canada, recommended by Her Majesty in Her Gracious .
Message to both Houses of Parliament on the 3rd of May last.

[For several years the condition of the, Canadas has occupied 2 large por.
tion of tke attention of Parliament. That they should be contented and pros.
perous—that the ties which bind them to the Parent State ehould be strength.
ened—that their administration should be conducted in accordance with the
wishes of the people, is the ardent desire of every British Statesman—and the
experience of the last few years amply testifies that the Insperial Parliament has
been sparing neither of the time it has devoted to the investigation of their affaire
nor of the expenditure it bas sanctioned for their protection. .

The events which have marked the recent history of L.ower Canada, arese
familiar tp the House of Assembly that it is unnecessary for the Governoer-Ge-
neral further to ailude to them. There, the Constitution is suspended, but the
powers «f the Government are inadequate to_permit of the enactment of such
petanent Laws as are required for the benefitof the People.

" Within this Provinee the Finanees are deranged—public isaprovements are
suspended—private enterprize is checked—the tide of emigration, so essential
$o the prosperity of the eountry and to the Briti¢h conmection, has ceased to -
flow—while, by many, the general system of Government'dy declared to be wa -~
IV
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After the most attentive and anxious consideration of the state of these Pro-
vinces and of the difficulties under which they respsctively labour, Her Majes-
ty’s Advisers came to the conclusion, that by their \Reunion alone could those
difficultics be removed. During the last Session of the Imperial Legislature
they indeed refrained from pressing immediate legislation, but their hesitation
proceeded from no-doubt 2s to the principle of the mmedsure or its necessity. It
" arose solely from their desire to ascertain more fully the opinions ‘of the Legis.
lature of Upper Capada, and-to collect informationfrom which the details might
be_rendered more satisfaciory. to the people of both Provinces. )

The time then is now arrived beyond which a setth\zment cannot be post.
poned. In Lower Canada it is indispensable to afford a \safe and practicable
return to a Constitutional Government, and so far as the feelings of the inhabit-
ants can be there ascertained the measure of the Reunion 1
tion. ’ A
In Upper Canada it is no less necessary to enable the Province to meet her
Financial embarrassments and to proceed in the developementof her natural re-

sources. There are evidently no means in this Province of fulfilling the pecu.
" mary obligations which have been contracted but.by a great increase in the
Local Revenues, But so long as Lower Canada remains under her present
form of Government neither Province possesses any power over the only source
from which that increase can be drawn. Nor even, were it possible to restore
a Representative Constitution to Lower Canada, unaecompanied by the Union,
would the position of this Province be much improved ; since past experience
has shewn the difficulty of procuring assent to any alteration of the Customs
Laws suggested from henee, -

. “This Province has engaged in undertakings which reflect the highést ho.
nour on the enterprize and industry of her inhabitants, The public works
which she has completed or commenced have been conceived in a spirit worthy
of a successful result, But additional means are indispensable to avert-the ruin
of some, and secure the completion of athers. Nor will that alone suffice;
Lower Canada holds the key to all those improvements, Without heree-o

ation, the navigation for which nature has done so much, for which tlns—lgz
vince has so deeply burthened itself, must remain incomplete, and a barrier be
opposed. to the developement of those great natural resources which the hand of*
Providence has so lavishly bestawed on this countsy. )

‘With a view to remove all those difficulties ; to relieve the financial embar-
rassments of Upper Canada; to enable her.to complete her Public Works ; and
develope her agricultural capabilities ;—to restore Coustitutional Government to
Lower Canada ; to establish a firm, impartial, and vigorous Gevernment for
both'; and to unite the people within them in one common feéling of attachment
to British Institutions and British Connexion, the Union is desired by Her Ma.
jesty’s Government ; and that measure alone, if based upon just principles,
appears adequate to the occasion. ;

5

Those principles in the opinion of Her Majesty’s advisersare ; a just regard
to the claims of either Province in adjusting the terms of the Unionw—the main.
tenance of the three Fistates of the Provincial Legislature ;—the settlement of
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a permanent Civil List for securing the independence of the Judges, and-to the
Executive Government that freedom of action which is necessary for the Public
good ;—and the establishment of a system of Local Gdv¥fnment adapted to the
wants of the people. ¥

It was with great satisfaction then that Her Majesty’s Government learnt
that upon the question of the Union itself, the House of Assembly had pro.
nounced their decided judgment during their last Session, and it will only re.
main for the Governor-General now to invite their assent to the terms upon
-which it is songht to be effected, Their decision was indeed accompanied by
,fecommendations to which the Government could not agree, but the Governor-
General entertaing no doubt that under the altered circumstances they will no
more be renewed. It will be for the Imperial Parliarent guided by their inti-
mate knowledge of Constitutional Law, and, free from the bias of local feelings
and interests, to arrange the details of the méasure.

", "Fhe first of-the terms of Reunion, to which the Governor General desires

the assent of the House of Assembly, is the equal Representation of each Pro. -

vince in the United Legislature. Considering the amount of the population of
. Lower Canada, this proposition might seem to place that Province in a less
favourable position than Upper Camada. But, under the circumstances in which
this Province is placed, with the increasing population to be expected from im-
migration, and having regard to the Commercial and Agricultural enterprize of
its inhabitants, an equal apportionment of Representation appears desirable. -

The second stipulation to be made is the grant of a sufficient Civil List.—
The. propriety of rendering the Judicial Bench independent alike of the Execu-
tive and of the Legislature, and of furnishing the means of carrying on the in-
dispensable services of the Government, admits of no question, and has been
affirmed by the Parliament of Upper Canada in the Acts passed by them for
effecting those objects. In determining the amount of the Civil List.the
House of Assembly may be assured that the salaries and expenses to be paid
from it will be calculated by Her Majesty’s Government with a strict regard to
economy and the state of the Provincial Finances. :

Thirdly, the Governor General is prepared to recommend to Parliament,

that so much of the existing debt of Upper Canada as has been contracted for .

*  Public Works of a general nature should, after the Union, be.charged on the
joint Revenue of the United Province.” Adverting-to the nature of the Works
for which this debt was contracted, and the advantage which must result from
them to Lower Canada, it is' not usjust that that Provinee should bear a pro.
portion of their expenses. -

On these principles the Governor-General is of opinion that a Reunion of
the two Provinces may be effected—equitable and satisfactory in its terms—and
beneficial in its results to all classes. He submits them to the consideration of
the House of Assembly.in the full conviction of their importance, and in the
hope that they will receive the assent of that House. Fortified by the expres-
sion of their opinion Her Majesty’s Government apd Parliament will be able at
once to apply themselves to the full developement of the scheme, and to the

a
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wonsideration of the provisions by which it may be carried into effect with the
greatest.advantage to the people of both Provinces.

I in the course of their proceedings the House of ~Ass;embly should desire
any information which it is in the power of the Governor-General to afford,
they will find him ready and anzious to- cammunicate with ‘them frankly and
fully, and to aid by all the means in his power that settlement on which he

firmly belicves that the future prosperity and advancement of these Colonies
Jmainly depend,”

Ordered—That the Message of His Excellency the Governor General, on
the subject of the Union of the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, be re-
ferred to a Committee of the whole House, on Tuesday next, and that it be the
first item on the order of the day. =

Wednesday, Decembeér 11th, 1899.

The House addressed His Excellency the Governor General for informa.
tion respecting the proposed Re.unionof the Provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada,—also, for copy of the Bill preposed by Her Majesty’s Governrent to
the Imperial Parliament on that subject, as follows :—

To His Excellency the Right Honourable CHarLES PopLETT THoMSON, one of
Her Majesty’s most Honourable Privy Council, Governor General of Bri.
tish North America, and Captain General and Governor-in-Chiefin and
over the Proviaces of Lower Cavada and Upper Canada, Nova Scotia,
lzvvew Brunswick and the Island of Pruce Edward, and Vice Admiral of

he same.

May 1T PLEASE Your ExXcELLENCY : T

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful amd loyal subjects, the Commons of Upper
Canada, in Provincial Prliament assembled, humbly request that Your Excel.
lency will be pleased to inform this House, whether Your Excellency is pos.
sessed of any information which you can ¢ommunicate relative to the terms of
the measure intended to be proposed to the Imperial Parliament for the Re.
union of the Canadas, and that Your Excellency will also cause to be trans,
mitted to this House, a copy of the Bill introduced jnto the British House of
Commons, at its last Session upon that subject, or such parts thereof as are in.
tended to be recommended for the adoption of Her Majesty’s Government.

) ) ALLAN N. MACNAB,
Commons House of Assembly, Speaker.
11th day of Dec’r, 1839,

°

Wediiesday, December 17th, 1839.

His Excellency the Gevernor General sent down, ia answer to the foregar
ing Address, the following :— . )
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) MESSAGE.
CHARLES POULETT THOMSON. .

- -~ I answer to the Address of the House of Assembly, of the 11th i
stant, the Governor General lias to state, that by his Message to both Houses
of the Provincial Legislature, he has' already explained the principles upon:
which Her Majesty’s Government desire to effect the Re-union of this Province’
with Leczver Canada, and the terms upon which it can, in his opinion, be es.
tablished.

Iq/accofda.m:e with the wish of the House of .Assembly, the Governor
Géneral transmits a copy of the Bill introduced into- Parliament last Session
by Her Mujesty’s Government, and which was afterwards withdrawn; but he’
must at the same time state to the House of Assembly, that as one of the prin.
cipal objects of his Mission was to procure information upon which to enable
Her Majesty’s Government to submit a new measure te- Parliament, better cal.-
culated to effect the objectof good Government inthese Provinces,this Bill cannot-
be considered as embodying the provisions which may hereafter be adopted.

It will be the duty of the Governor General,- acting upon-the information-

which he shall have acquired, to make-many important suggestions for that-

se in conformity to the principles and terms laid down in his Message ;-

and he is already prepared to state,. that it is his intention to recommend to-

Her Majesty’s Government, in the new measure which must be introduced, to-

-mnch as possible te existing Territorial divisions-for Electoral pur-

poses, and to maintain the principle of the Constitutional Act of 1791, with-
regard to the-tenure of seats in the Legislative Couacil.

If, ag the Governor General °confidently hopes, the House of Assembly:
should think proper to assent to the terms proposed by hith in His M
and should hereafter offer any recommendations upon matters connected with.
the measure, it will be his duty to transmit thenr for . the consideration of the’ *
~ Government and of the Imperial Parliament; and he begs to assure the House-
of Assembly, that they will receive the most respectful attention, .
Toront}o,dl‘hh December, 1839.

Ordered—That- the Message of His Excellerfty the Govermor Generale
transmitting'a copy of the Bill for uniting the Canadas; introduced'into- the*
Imperial Parliament last Session,-be referred to the Committee of the- whole o
the subjact of the Union. -

. Thursday, 19th Déceinber, 1839,

The Committes of whole on the Messages-of His Excellency the Gev.-
emolr General, on the subject of Re-union of the Provinces, reported several’
resolutipns.

Thefirst Resolution was put as follows :— -

Ru;%?séi That the House of Assembly,:at its-last Session,declared !.ba.t in-
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their opinion a united Legislature for the Canadas, on certain terms, was indis-
_pensable, and that further delay must prove ruinousto their best interests, and
that His Excellency the Governor General by his Message to this House has
announced that with a view to remove the difficulties of these Provinces—to
relieve the financial embarrassments of* Upper Canada—to enable her to com-
plete her public works, and develope her Agricultural capabilities—to restore
Constitutional Government to Lower Canada—to establish a firm, impattial,
and vigorous Government for both~—and to unite the people within them in one
common feeling of attachment to British Institutions and British connexion—
the Legislative Union of Upper and Lower Canada has been recommended by
Her Majesty to the Imperial Parliament; and His Excellency the Governor
General has invited the assent of this House to certain specified terms upon
which the Union may be established. It therefore becomes the duty of the
Representatives of the people of this Province carefully to consider the provi.
sions by which this measure may be earried into effect with the greatest secu-

" 1ity to their future peace, welfare, and good government, and the permanent

connexion of these Colonies with the British Empire.

In amendment, Mr. Robinson, seconded by Mr. Murney, moves that all
after the word “Resoived” he expunged, and the following inserted: ¢ That
¢ while this House feels truly grateful to Her Majesty for causing the subject of
“the Re-union of Upper and Lower Canada to be submitted to the Representa.
“tives of Her Majesty’s loyal subjects in this Province, for their consideration,
“before finally adopting a measure calculated so materially to change their social
“and political situation—it cannot, afier mature deliberation, give its sapstion
‘“to anyproposition, having for its object the Re-unionof these Provinces, which
¢they humbly submit, will, if carried into effect, have no other result tlian-te
¢ render the difficultiesin Lower Canada in a short time more formidable, w}xﬁe'
¢it would endanger the security and advantages which Upper Canada has hither-
“to enjoyed.” ) -

Division on Mr. Robinson’s amendment.

YEAS.—Messrs. Atiorney Gereral, Boulton, Caldwell, Cartwright, Elkott,
Gamble, Jarvis, McCrae, Murney, Robinson.—10. B

NAYS.—Messrs. Aikman, Armstrong, Bockus, Burritt, Burwell, Chisholm
of Halton, Ckiskolm of Glengarry, Cook, Detlor, Duncombe, Dunlop, Ferrie,
Gowan, Hotham, Hunter, Kearnes, Lewis, Malloch, Manahan, Marks, McCargar,
McDonell of Glengarry, McDonell of Northumberland, McDonell of Stormont,
MclIntosh, McKay, McLean, McMicking, Merritt, Moore, Morris, Parke, Powell,
Richardson, Ruttan, Rykert, Shade, Shaver, Sherwood, Solicitor General, Small,
Thomson, lerbum,v Wickins, Woodruff.—45.

Mr. Robinsen’s amendment lost—majority 35.

In amendment to the original question, Mr. Cartwright, seconded by Mr.
Boulton, moves that after the word “Resolved” in the original, the whole be
expunged and the following inserted: “That His Excellen¢y the Governor

General, in His Message 1o this House, transmitted on the 7tk Itstaaty bad'de-
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clared “That it was with great ‘satisfaction Her Majesty’s Government had
“ learnt that upon the question of the Union itself; the House of Assembly had
% pronounced their decided judgment during the last Session,” this House feels
it duc to the wishes of their constituents—the best interests of the Provincey
and its connexjon with the Parent-State, to protest against any other construc-
tion being put-upon the Resolutions of this House respecting the Union, *other
than a dccided opposition to ihat measure, exceptupon the conditionswhich are
sct forth in those resolutions the 27th March last, which this House, in ity
dcliberate and mature consideratt ecls it its duty to assent, to, be essential
and indispensable. )

Division on Mr. Cartwright’s amendment.

YEAS.—Messrs. Armstrong, Boclus, Boulton, Burritt, Burwell,Cartwright,
Detlor, Elliott, Gamble, Gowan, Jurvis, McCrae, McDoncll of Northumberland,
McLean, Murney, Richardson, Ruttan, Rykert, Shade, Sherwood, Thomson.~—21.

. NAYS.—Messrs. Aikman, Attorney General, Caldwell, Chisholm, of Halton,
.Clisholm, of Glepgarry, Cook, Duncombe, Dunlop, Ferrie, Hotham, Hunter, :
Kearnes, Lewis, Malloch; Manahen, Marks, BcCargar, McDonell,of Glengarry, -
McDonell, of Stormént, MeIntosh, McKay, McMcking, Merritl, Moore, Morris,
Parke, Powell, Robwnson, Shaver, Solcuvr General, Small,- Thorburn, Wicking,
~Woodruff.—34 ; o

Mr. Cartwright’s amendment lost—majori'y 13.

K
s

. Division on the original question, (first Resolution.)

/

YEAS.—Messrs, Aikman, Attorncy General, Bockus, Burritt, Burwell,
Cartwrighty«~Chisholn, of Haltor, Chrsholn, of Glengarry, Cook, Detlor,
Duncombe, Dunlop, Ferrie, Gamble, Gowan, Hotham, Hunter, Keamq,é,*Lewz‘s,
‘Mulloch, Manahan, Marks,” McCargar, McDonell, of Glengarry, :JlfcrfDonell, of
Northwnberland, McDenell, of Stormont, Mc Kay, McLcan, McMcking, Merritt,
Moore, Morris, Murney, Parle, Powell, Richzrdson, Rutan, Rykert, Shade,.
Shaver, Sherwood, Solicitor Genera?y Sucll, Thomson, Thorburst, .Wickms,
TWoodruff—47. - ) -

NAYS.—Messrs. Boulton, Ca?dchZl, Elhott, Jarvis, McIntoshy Robinson—6.
Frst Resolution carried—majority 41. /

'Fhe sccond Resolution was read as follows:— / ° Q

Resolved, That this Housc concur in the proposition that/there be an equal
representation of cach Provisce in the Uuited Legislature. /

In amendment Mr. Sherwood, seconded by Mr. Ryker/t, moves that” after
the word “ Resolved,” the whole be expunged, and jhgﬂ_féﬁl{mgigg inserted :—
“That this House cannot concur “in the proposition, thmt there be an equal
representation of each Province, but are-of opinion that the rumber of Members
to be returned to serve in the House of Assembly of the United Legislature be
as follows :— . H o

/

T
.
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From Lower Canq(fﬂ fifty Members. =

From Upper Canada, as at present.”

Division on Mr. Sherwood’s amendment.

YEAS.—Messrs. Armstrong, Boulton, Burritt, Burwell, Cartwright, Elfiotty
Hunter, Jarvis, McCrae, McDonell, of Northumberland, MecLean, Murney,
Richardson, Ruttan, Rykert, Shade, Sherwood, Thomson, Wickens.—19.

NAYS.—Messrs. Aitman, Attorney General, Bockus, Caldwell, Chisholms ™
of Halton, -Chisholm, of Glengarry, - Cook, Detlor, Duncombe, Dunlop, Ferrie,
Gamble, Gowan, Hotham, Kearnes, Lewis, Malloch, Manahan, Marks, McCargar,
MecDonell, of Glengarry, McDonell, of Stormont, McFntosh, McKay, McMicking,
Merritt, Moore, Morris, Parke, Powell, Robinson, ‘Shaver, Solicitor General,
Small, Thorburn, Woodruff—36.

Mr. Sherwood’s amendment lost, majority 17.

In "Amendment to the original question—Mr. Gowan, seconded by Mr.
Jarvis, moves, that after the word % Resolved” in the original, the whole be
expunged, and the following inserted :—That upon a matter of such greaf im-
portance as a Legislative Union of this Province with Lower Canada, this House
is unwilling to ‘assume the responsibility of assenting to a measure, involving
so many important considerations without a further manifestation of the public*
will than has yet been declared, and the House considering that, before ass
senting to any measure that might involve the liberties of the people, and-de-
“prive them of their Constitutional Charter, it would be but an act of proper
courtesy and respect to the intelligence and loyalty of the people of Upper Ca-
pada, to appeal directly to them upon the question, that thercfore, an humble
address be presented to His Excellency the Governor General, praying that
His Excellency may be graciously pleased to exercise the Royal Prerogative,
by dissolving this present Parliament. *

Division on Mr. Gowan’s Amendment.

YEAS.—Messrs. Armstrong, Detlor, "Gamble, Gowan, Jarvis, McCrae, -
McDonell, of Stormont, McIntosh, Rylert, Thomson—10.

NAYS.—Messrs. Aikman, Atiorney General, Bockus, Boulton, Burriit,
Burwell, Caldwell, Cartwright, Chisholm,of Halton, Chisholm, of Glengarry,
Cook, Duncombe, Dunlop, Elholt, Ferrie, Hotham, Hunter, Kearnes, Leuts,
Malloch, Manahan, Marks, McCargar, McDonell, of Glengarry, McDonell, of
Northumberland, McKay, McLean, McMicking, Merritt, Moore, Morris,
Murney, Parke, Powell, Richardson, Robinson, Ruttan, Shade, Shaver, Sher-
wood, Solicitor Generil, Small, Thorburn, Wickins, Woodruf—45.

Mr. Gowan’s amendment lost—majority 35.
Division on the original question, -

YEAS.—Messrs. Aifman, Atiorney General, Bockus, Chisholm, of alé

C
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Chisholm, of Glengarry, Cook, D Duncombe, "Dunlop, Ferris, Hotham,
Kearnes, Lewis, Malloch, Manahans Marks, McCargar, McDonell, of Glengarry,
McDonell, of Stormont, McIntosh, McKay, McMicking, Merritt, Moore, Morris,
Parke, Powell, Shavez, Sdliciior General, Smally Thorburn, Wickens, Woodruf &
—33. : -

.—Mcssrs. Armsirong, Boulton, Burritt, Burwell, Caldwell, Cart-
- ht, Elliott, Gamble,Hunter, Jarvis, McDonell, of Northumiberland, McLean,
.Muf-ucy, Richardson, Robéason, Ruttan, Rykert, Shade, Sherwood, Thomson—320. ..

L

The second Resolution carried—majority 18.

'

The third Resolution was put as follows:

Resolved, 'That this Fouse coneur in the proposition that a sufficient Civil
List be granted to Her Majesty for securing the independence of the Judgesy
and to the Executive Government that freedom of ‘action which is necessary
for the public good. "The Grant for the person administering the Government,
and for the Judges of the several Superior Courts to be permanent, and for the
Officers conducting the other departments of the public service, to be for the
life of the Sovcreign, and for a period of not less than ten years.. -

Division on third Resolutiot. ' / o . .
YEAS.—Messrs. Aikman, Armstrong, Attorney General, Bockus, Burrit,

Burwell, Chisholm, of Halton, Chisholi, of Glengarry, Cook, Duncombe, Dunlop,
Elliott, Ferrie, Hotham, Hunter, Jarvis Kearmss, Lewis Malloch, Manahan,
McCargary McDoncll, of Glengarry, MeDonell, of Northumberland, McDonell,
of Stormont, McKay, McLean, McMicking, Merritt, Moore,, Morris, M y
Parke, Powell, Ruttan, Rykert, Shade, Shaver, Solitifor General, $mall,
Thomson, Thorburn, Wickins, Woodruﬂ—{:}. i -

NAYS.—Messrs.Boulton, Calduell, Cartwright, Detlor, Gambie, McInfosh, ~
Rolbinson, Sherwood—S8. .

o

o » .
The third Resolution carried—majority 35. 7

; ' -
The fourth Resolution"was put and carried,.as follows:—

Resolved, That the public debt of this Province, shall, afier the Union, be’
charged on the Joint Revenue of the united Province.

Friday, 20th December, 1839,

r. Solicitor General. scconded by Mr. Malloch, moves that an humble
#ddress be presented to His Excellency The Right Honorable The Governor-
General, transmitting to His Excellency the Resolutions of the House on the
subject of an Union of the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, and, that
Messrs. Merritt and McKay be a Conunitice to diaft and report the same.

G
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In amendment, Mr. Cartwright, seconded by Mr. Bockus, moves that after
the words “ Lower Canada” in the original motion, the following be added
¢ and that the said Committee be instructed to embody in such address the fol.
lowing Resolution::

« Resolved.—That this House having thus far concurred in the proposi-
tion of Her Majesty’s Government are beund, by a scnse of justice and duty
to theif constituents and the Province at large, to declare further, what provi-
sions they consider as essentially pecessary to obtain from the Union those

“Tesults which alone can justify its adoption, and in the expectation of which

this House alone consents to the measure. That in order to secure to the de-
liberations of the United Legislature all possible freedom from -the influence
of origin and institutions derived from a foreign countiy, and of the associa-
tions arising from the deplorable events jvhich have happcned within the last
two years in the Sister Province, the séat of Government should be fixed at
some place in Upper Canada—and that English alone should be the language

- of the United Legislature, as this provision wiil in the opinion of this House

be found an indispersable auxiliary to the amalgamation of the people and to the
gradual assimilation of the institutionsof Upper and Lower Canada,—and that
this House desire to recommend to the consideration of Her Majesty’s Govern~
ment the propriety of introducing into any law for uuiting these Provinces, a
clause requiring a real property qualification for Members of the House of
Assembly, and that saving such cxceptions as the foregoing resolutions may
render necessary, this House desires to sce the principles of the Constitu-
tion of 1791 mamtained and preserved inviolate, and they rejoice to perceive
that among the principles recognized by Her Majesty’s Ministers as forming

the basis of the Union, is to be found “the maintenance of the thizc estates

of the Provincial Legislature,” by which this House clearly understand—that
the constitutional prerogative of the Crown will be upheld—that the principles
on which the Legislative Council was created will not-be departed from, and
that the rights and liberties of the people and the privileges of their Represen-
tatives will be guarded and sacredly preserved.”

Division on Mr. Cartwright’s amendment.

YEAS.—Messrs. Bockus, Boulton, Burritt, Burwell, Cartwright, Detlor,
Elliott, Hunter, Lewis, Malloch, McCrae, McDonell, Northumberland, McLean,
DMurney, Richardson, Ruitan, Rylerty Shade, Sherwood, Solicitor General, Thom-
son—21. ’ .

NAYS.—Messrs. Attorney General, Caldwell, Chisholm, Halton, Chisholm,”

Glengarry, Coof, Duncombe, Dunlop, Ferrie, Gowan, Hothum, Kearnes, Mana-
han, Marks, McCargar, McDonell, Glengaxrry, McDonell, Stormont, McIntosh,
McKay, McMicking, Merritt, Morres, Parle, Powcll, Robiason, Shaver, Small,
Thorburn, gVickens, Woodryff.—29. .

Mr. Cartwright’s amendment lost—majority 8.

In amendment, Mr. Bockus, seconded by Mr. Murney, moves that all after
the word “moves”in theoriginal, be expunged, and the following inserted—that
it be resolved that this House did on the 27th day of March, 1839, adopt the
following resoluitions by large majoritics.” .
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«Resolved—That in’ reference to the Resolutions of this House on the subject
of a Legislative Union of the Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, this House
is distinctly opposed to that mcasure, unless the conditions as cmbodied in the
following Resolutions be fully carried out in any act to be passed by the Impe.
rial Legislature for that purposc :”

1st. “Resolved—That in the event of the Union of the Provinces-of Upper’
and Lower Canada, the Scat of Government shoild be within the present boun-
dary of Upper Canada.”

2d. “Resolved—That that portion of- Lower Canada laying East of the
Madawaska, and South of the St. Lawrence, consisting of the Counties of -
Gaspé, Bonaventure, and Rimouski, be attached to the Province of New
Brunswick.” B

8rd. “Resolved—That a proper qualification for Memtbers of the Legislative
Council and House of Assembly be fixed upon by the Act of Union.”

. 4th. “Resolved—That the Actof Union not to make void any of the appoint.

ments of the present Legislative Council, in full confidence that future appoint-
ments will be made in such mpanner, from the different Districts, as best to
secure the commercial, agricultural, and general interests of the Province.”

5th. “Resolved,—That the number of Membersto be rcturned to serve in the
House of Assembly be as follows +— -

From. Liower Canada—50 Mcmbers.
From Upper Canada as at present.

That the Elective' Franchise in Counties be confined to those who hold
their lands in fiee and common soccage from and after a tine to be settled by
the Imperial Parliament, not later than the year 1845, and that it be strongly
urged on the Imperial Parliament to pass immediate measures for facilitating
the change of tenure in Lower Canada, so-as to extend to them the excrcise of
the Elective Franchise with as little dclay as possible.”

6th. «Resolved,—Thatanew divisionof Liuwer Canada into eounties be made
by the Governor and Council of that Province so as to provide for the Election
of such number of members as, together with the members from citics and
towns, make up the number to be returned from Lower Canada.”

7th. “Resolved,—That the English languagebe spoken and uscd in the Licgis-
lature, Courts of Justice, and in alf other Public Proceedings.”

8th. “Resofvedy—That Courts'of Appeal and Impcachment be established
within the United Provinee.” -

) ‘9th. “Resoh'ed,—-Thai the Surplus Revenue of the Post Office, togeth(;r
with the Casual and Territorial, and cvory other branch of Revenue, be placed
under the control of the Legislature.”
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“10th. “Resolved,—That, until otherwise provided for by the Joint Legiéla-
ture, the Courts and Laws to remam as at present.”

11th. “Resolved—That the Debt of both Provinces sball be chargeable on
the Revenue-of the United Provinee.”

12th. “Resolred,—That the Liocal Legislature have power to originate Duties,
or reduce them from time to time, as they may deem necessary and advisable,
subject however to restrictions similar to those of 42nd Section.of 31st Geo. IiI.,
chap. 31, respecting certain Local Acts.”

13th. «Resolved,—That with the above exceptions, the principles-of our
Constitution as contained in 31 Geo. 1., chap. 31, remain inviolare.”

14th, “Resolredy—That there betwo Commissioners appointed to proceed to
England on the part of this House, and that Sir Allan N. McNab, Speaker of
this House, and William Hamilton Merritt, Esquire, M. P. for the County of.
Haldimand, be the said Commissioners.” R

That His Exccllency the Governor General by his Message of the 7th of
December.instant, wformed this House as follows :— * '

" 4 After the most attentive and anxious considcration of the statc of these
# Provinces and of the difficulties under which they respectively labour, Her
“ Majesty’s adviscrs came to the conclusion, that by their Re-union alone could
« those difficultics be removed ; during-the last Scssion of the Imperial Legis-
« Jature they indeed refrained from pressing immediate legislation; but their
« hesitation procceded from no doubt as to the principle of the measure or its
« necessity. It arose solcly from their desirc to ascertain more fully the
« opinions of the Legislature of Upper Canada, and to collect information from
«which the details might be rendered more satisfactory to the people of both
«Provinces.” And this House having, After much discussion, abandoned the
above recited conditions, and, as the Re\s\dolutions adopted by this House do,
not contain, *information from which the Yetails might be rendered more sa-
“ tisfactory to the people of beth Provinces.y -

Be it therefore further Resolved, That the people of this Province have a
just right to an opportunity of expressing theik opinions on this momentous
question by Petition to this House, and as thg annual township meetings will
be held inthe several townships of this Provinge, on the first Monday, in the
month of January next, it 1s cxpedient to_postpong the further consideration of
the Question of the Re-union of these Provinces until Monday the 13th’day
of January next. : ’

Division on Mr. Bockus’ amendment :—

lYEAS——Mcssrs. Bockus, Boulton, Burwell, Ca wﬁgﬂht, Deilor, E\Zliott,

Gowan, McCrae, McLean, Murney, Rykert, Thomson—12. ‘\\

NAYS—Messrs. Atlorney ‘General, Burritt, Chisholmy of Halton, Chz'shb{n\z.
of Glengarry, Cook, Duncombe, Dunlop, Ferrie, Hunter, Joruis, Kearnes, Lcwsz,

\
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Mealloch, Manahan, Marks, McCargar, McD(meZI, of Glengm TV, .McD(mc?I of
Stormont, Mclniosh, McKay, McMicking, Merrut, Moore, Morris, Pari.e,
Powell, Richardson, Robinson, Ruttan, Shade, Shaver, Slwrwood, Smal}‘y Solu:ztor >

General, Thorburn, Wickens, Woodruff—31. . .

Mr. Bocxus® amendnient lost—Majority 25. .
In amendment, Mr. CarTwricHT, seconded by Mr. DETLOR, moves that

after the word ¢« Canada” $n the original motion the following be added, and
that the said Committee be instructed to-embody in the said Address the fol-

lowing words :—
f - % That savmg such alterations as the said Resolutions may render neces.—,
| sary, the principles of the Constitution as contamcd in the Act 31, Geo. 3,

/ chap. 31, may be preserved inviolate.

Division on Mr. CARTWRIGHT’s ainendment :—

/ “YEAS—Messrs. Atiorney General, Bockus, Boulton, °*Burritt, Burweﬂ
Caldwell, Cartwright, Detlor, Elliott, Gamblc, Gowan, Hunter, Jarvis; Malloci'c, -
| McCraé, McDonell, of Northumberland, McLean, Murncy; chhardsw, Robinson,
Ry _/kert, Shade, Sherwood,-Solicior General, Thomson—=25.

I NAYS—Messrs. Chusholm, of Halton, Chisholm, of Glengarrv, Cook, Dun.-

combe, Dunlop, Ferrie, Hotham, Kearnes, Lewis, Manahan, Marks, McCargar,
McDonell, ot Glengarry, McDonsll, of Stormont, McIntosh, McKay, Mec-
Micking, Merritt, Moore, Morrisy Parke, Powell, Rutlan, Shaver, Small, Thor-

| burn, Wickens, Woodm_ﬂ'—-—fzs )
Mr. CARTWRIGHT'S amendment lost—Majority;.

a
°

Division on the original question :—

YEAS——Messrs Altorney General, Chisholm, of Halton, C‘Iuslwlm, of Glen.
garry, Cook, Duncombe, Dunlop, Ferrie, Hotham, Huntcr, Kearnes, Lewis,
Malloch, Manahai, Marks, McCargar, McDo'nell, of Glengarry, McDonell} of
Northumberland, McDonell, of Stormont, McIntosh, McEKay, McMicking, Mer.

ritt, Moore, Morris, Parke, Powell, Ruttun, Shaver, Small Solicitor General,

Thorburn, Wickens, Woodruff—33.

NAYS—Messrs. Bockus, Boulton, Burritt, Burwell, Caldwell, Cartwngluf,
Detlor, Ellwtt, Gdmble, Goivan, Jarvis, McCrac, McLean, Murney, Richardson,

Robwuson, Rykert, Shade, Sherwood, Thomson—=20.
Address ordered—Majority 13. - ’

Saturday, 21st December, 1839.

Mr. MchAY from the Committee to draft the Address to His Excellency
_the Governor General to accompany the resolution of this House on the sub-

S
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jnntbof' the Union of U’pper and Lower Canada, reported a draft which was
received and read. ) .

‘On motion of Mr. Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. Shaver, the address
was read the second time forthwith, and having passed throu zh committee was
adopted.

TTT——On-mation of Mr. Solicitor General, seconded by Mr. Shaver, that the ad-
dress be read a third time forthwith.

YEAS.—Messrs. Attorney General, Chisholm, Halton, Chisholm, G:lengarry,
Cook, Duncombe, Dunlop, Ferrie, Gowan, Kearnes, Lewis, Malloch, Manahan,
McCarger, McDonell, Glengarry, McDoncll, Northumberland, McDonell, Stor-
mont, McKay, McMicking, Merritt, Moore, Morris, Parke, Powell, Ruttan, Sha-
very Smally, Solicitor General, Thorburn, Woodruff.—29.

NAYS.—Messrs. Armstrong, Bockus, Boulton, Burwell, Caldwell, Cart-
wright, Detlor, Elliott, Gamble, McCrae, McLeap. Murney, Richardson, Robin-
son, Rykert, Shadc Thomson.~17.

For third reading of address, majority 12.

The address was passed and is as follows. -

To His Excellency The Right Honorable Charles Poulett Thomson,.one of
Her Majesty’s Most Honoruble Privy Council, Governor-General qf Bri
tish North America, and Captain General and Governor-in Chief in asid
over the Provinces of Lower Canada and Upper Canada, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick and the Is[and of Prince Edward, and Vice Admiral of
the same.

Mav 1T PLeEAsE Your ExcELLENCY :

We, Her Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Upper
Canada, in Provincial Parliament asscmbled, beg to transmit to Your Excel-
lency certain resolutions which we have adopted in reference to the Message
of Your Exccllency on the subject of the Union of these Provinces.

. ALLAN N. MACNAB.

Speaker.
House of Assembly,
21st Dec., 1839,

Messrs. Solicitor General and McKay were ordered by the Speaker to
carry up the address to His Excellency. _
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Mr. Bockus, seconded by Mr. McLean, moves-that two thousand copies of
the several resolutions on the subject of the Union of the Provinces of Upper
and Lower Canada, with the amendments moved thereto, and the Address -
thereon, with the Yeas-and Nays, be printed for the use of Members. .

In amendizent, Mr. Parke, scconded by Mr. Small, moves that all alter the
word ¢‘Resolved” be expunged, and the follewing inserted ;, That it is not expe-
dient o print these documents until the Governor General’s answer“thereto is
received by this [House, that it may be printed at the same time. -

Division on the amendment. ~ 2

YEAS.—Mazssrs. Chisholm, Glengarry, Cook, Duncombe, Dunlop, Hotham,
Kearnes, -Lewts, AMalloch, Manahan, McCarger, McDonell, Glengarry, McDo-
nell, Stormont, McKay, McMicking, Merritt, Moore, Morris, Parke, Shaver,
Sinall, Thorburn, Woodruff.—22. - .

N .

NAYS.—-Mzssrns. Bockus, Boulion, Burwell, Cartwright, Detlor, Elliotty

Gamble, Gowan, McDonell, Northumberland, McLean, Richardson, Robinson,
* Ruttan, Shade, Sherwood.—15. ’ .

g o

Amendmeat caxried, majority Seven.

N -

Monday, 23rd Decembe:, 1839.

" Mr. Solicitor General reported the answer of His Excellency the Governor
General to the Address transmitting the Resolutions on the subject of the Union
of the Provinces of Upper and Lowcer Canada. .

!
I1

The answer of His Exccllency was read as follows:—

GENTLEMEN, . v

It affords me the most-sincere satisfaction to find, that after a careful
deliberation on the propositions sugzested by me for the Re-union of this Pro-
vince with Lower Canada,those propositions have reccived your assent, 1shall
take the carliest opportunity of transmitting your Resolutions to Her Majesty’s
Government with a view to their being laid before the Imperial Legislature.

The generous donfidence which you have reposed in Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment and Parliament, respecting the Civil Listand the details of the mea-
surc of rc-union, will be duly appreciated; and it will be the anxious endeavour
of Her Mayesty’s adviscrs, 1n all their proceedings upon this important subject,
to justify that confidence, and promote the permancnt well being of the people
of Upper Canada. '

For mysclf personally, I beg you to aceept my thanks for thediligence and
attention which you have devoted ‘to the communications which it has been my
3

f
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" duty to make to you. If, as I feel confident] the Union should be productive
of the advantages to this Province which I anticipate from it, it will hereafter
be my greatest pride to have co-operated with you in that measure.

Mr. Gamble, seconded by Mr. Cartwright, moves that Five Thousand
Copies of the Messages of His Excellency the Governor General and the
several resolutions on the subject of the Union of the Provinces of Upper and
Lower Canada, with the amendments moved thereto and the Address thereon,
with the Yeas and Nays, together with the answer of His Excellency the
Governor General to the same, be printed for the use of Members,

On which the Yeas and Nays were taken as follows :—

© YEAS.—Mgssrs. Armstrong, Burritt, Burwell, Cartwright, Chisholm, Glen-
garry, Cook, Detlor, Dunlop, Elliott, Gamble, Gowan, Jarvis, Kearnes, Lewus,
Malloch, McCarger, McCrae, BMcDoncll, Glengarry, McDonell, Stormont,
McKay, McLean, McMicking, Morris, Parke, Powell, Richardson, Shaver,
Sherwood, Solicitor-General, Thomson, Thorburn, Woodruff.—32.

NAYS—Mzssrs. Hunter, Manaéan.-—-z. ]

The question was carried by a majority of Thirty, and ordered accordingly.
~






