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“ dnd howhear we ecery man in our own tongue, wherein we were born 27—
Acts ii. 8.

The words carry us back to the Pentecostal birthday of the Church of
Christ. With ardent prayerfulness and deepeuing expectancy the little
flock had awaited the promise of the Father. And now Jehovah’s arm was
made bare. The mighty power and wozking of an ascended Saviour displays
itself. With wondrous sights and sounds the Holy Ghost is given. Bresking
in upon nature’s laws, overriding its operations, interrupting its sequ. .nces,
the last and most mighty dispensation of redeeming love begins. Bursting
in its divine illapse the confines of nature, the Spirit takes forcible poises-
sion, if we may so speak, of the soul of man, and consecrates human language
to become the organ of the Gospel. Through the whole city the vibration of
B8 its miraculous impulse is felt. All Jerusalem is moved. Her festal thou-
sands, fror: whatever near or distant land assembled, hasten to verify this
wonder for themselves, and find utterance for their amagze in the words ~f our
B® text, Bow hear we every man in ourown tongue, wherein we were born 77
I will ask your attention, in connection with these words—

1. To the furt here affirmed :
11. o its proplietic siguificance ;
IIL. To its marrellons fulilinent.
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I. And first as to the fact. It is this—that the foreigners, Jews and pro-
selytes present, heard ignorant unlearned Galileans speaking the variouslar.-
guages peculiar to their several éountries—languages which they could not be
expected to know, and the command of which must have been suddenly and
miraculously bestowed upon them. This is the clear, literal, indisputable
sense of the passage. True, other explanations have been proposed. Snme
have imagined that the disciples spoke in their own mother tongue, while the
listeners heard in their various dialects. Some hint at animal magnetism
and the possibility of a clairvoyant rapport being established between the
apostles and their hearers. And some, again, suppose that a new spiritual
language was uttered, and that thesr eptible hearersinvoluntarily translated,
each into his own tongue. But all these explanations are connected with
some forcing of the text, or propped up by some far-fetched or impossible
interpretation ; they do not comport with the plain natural view of the passage.
To the candid, unprejudiced mind there can be n~ doubt that the fact
which the whole narrative sets before us is that by a sudden and powerful
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the disciples uttered, not of their own minds,
but as mouthpieces of the Spirit, the praises of God in the v...lous languages
of their hearers—languages hitherto (and possibly at the time itself) un-
known to them. Such is the woniler affirmed.

II. Let us, secondly, mark its prophetic significance. The contemplation of
a miracle so extraordinary, so stupendous, cannot but give rise to questions
as to its nature and meaning. Was it, we are led to ask, a gift bestowed on
the disciples for their subsequent use ; or was it a prophetic sign #—their ntter-
ance being only as they were mouthpieces of the inspiring Spirit.

The former is the view more commonly taken. According to this, the gift
of speaking in various languages was bestowed on the disciples for the pur-
pose of enabling them, not only at Pentecost, but subsequently, to preach the
Gospel to men of other lands afid tongues. This view seems plausible, snd
it certainly is popular. But few of its upholders have seriously considered
the many and weighty objections to which it lies open. Let me point out
some of them. In the first place, if this had been the meaning and this the
use of the Pentecostal gift, is it not strange that we find no trace whatever,
in the whole New Testament history, of such a power as it would have con-
ferred being either possessed or exercised by the apostles or by apostolic
men? Isitnot strange that such a standing miracle as it would have been
is never pointed out in any of the sermons after Pentecost, as undeniable
proof of the more than human authority with which the apostles spoke!?
And is it not strange that such a use of the gift as that supposed was un-
heard of in the earliest times—unmentioned until the fourth century—that
is to say, until long after the gift itself had died out of the Christian Church!?
Besides, if the dissemination of the Gospel were the direct purpose of the
mizac lous donation, why should the speaking with tongues, referred to in
our text, have begun prior to the arrival of those who could understand the
tongues? It ertainly had commenced before the multitudes came together.
And where, in this view, was the necessity for it ? for they all understand the
one language in which Peter immediately after addresses the whole assem-
blage ; and thousands are moved, touched, converted. And as to that
Roman empire from the raany provinces of which the hearers come, whose
far-extending domain is to be the field where apostolic hands are to labour . §
and apostolio tongues to preach, the primitive missionaries could make them- | J
selves understocd almost anywhere by means of that graceful, subtle and °
flexible Greek which had interpenetrated the whole known world. Ard
lastly, while the history of primitive missions gives no intimation that the @
rapid spread of the Gospel was caused or even aided by any such use of this [
spiritual gift, distinct intimations, we think, appear that ordinary and continued |

ability to speak and to comprehend foreign tongues formed no part of it. 'J§

For many consentient early Christian writers declare thut Mark was the '
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*¢ interpreter  of Peter at Rome ; and Paul, although he ‘* spoke with tongues
more than all,” 4id not understand the langnage of Lycaonia,

But if the gift of tongues did not consist in the ability to use all sorts of
foreign languages at will, what was its nature and what its significance ? It
was primarily an address to God, and not to men. It was rather an act of
divine worship—the ecstatic expression of the utterer’s gratitude and praise.
It wag an extraordinary elevation of soul, in whick the Holy Spirit for the
time,~—not for ull time,—enabled its subject, in rapt inspiration, to utter lan-
guages before unknown.

Noris it ditficult to discern the prophetic significance of the gift displayed
at Pentecost. It symbolized a world-wide preaching and hearing of the Gos-
pel—marked the going forth of a power which was to restore to the nations a
lost unity. 1n the language of one of our most able modern writers, ¢ it
was for all present an ocular prophetic demonstration of the universality of
Christianity as ordained for all tribes and lands, and of the fact that the
preaching of Christ and the praise of God should be heard in every lan-
guage. In this respect, the speaking with tongues on the birthday of the
Church, like the day itself, stands forth without parallel in history ; and ab
the same time asa significant prophecy, which is being fulfilled as the Gospel
advances from nation to nation, not tc rest till the whole world shall becoce
obedient to the faith, and ‘every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.””

1I1. In the third place, note the remarkable and advancing fulfilment of
this ‘¢ significant prophecy.” The miracle of speech upon the day of Pente-
cost being the Divine foreshadowing and promise of the future,see how largely,
how gloriously, these latter days have realized the result thus anticipated and
typitied from the heginning. To an extent which far outstrips the Pentecostal
miracle, men ‘¢ hear ” to-day ‘‘in their own tongues ”” the wonderful works
of God. And this not merely through the onward and triumphant march of
missionary enterprise, but much more through that which, unobirusive and
retiring, lies hehind the unexampled success of modern missions, and reaches
farther and deeper than any mere human agency—through the work of that
noble Society whose cause we plead to-night—the ¢ British and Foreign
Bible Society.” Isit too much to say that our text is a foreshadowing of
this great Bible work ? Let me place before you a fewfacts to show howwidely,
through the instrumentality of this Society,the prophetic miracle of the text
is realized to-day. When the Bible Society was founded ai the beginning of
our present era—eighteen centuries after Pentecost—the Bible was to be had
mn only about half a hundred languages. But fifty nations could then
*“ hear in their own tongue, wherein they were born.” In the seventy years
of 15 existence, it has multiplied that number fourfold. Since the days of
our grandfathers, in the space of less than three generations, it has promoted
the distribution, printing, or translation of the Scriptures in m. -e than two
hundred languages ana dialects—in sixty-¢ight of the tongues of Northern,
Western, Central and Southern Europe ; in twelve of the languages of Eastern
Asia ; in no less than forty out of that Babel of dialects whica is found in
India ; in twenty-six different idioms of Eastern Asiaand Malaysia ; in twenty
tongues spoken in the Islands of the sea ; in the speech of twenty-three Afri-
can nations and tribes, and in fourtesn dialects of North and South America.
Who can review this mighty work without being irresistibly reminded of
that apocalyptical angel flying through mid-heaven vn fer-reaching pinion,
having the everlasting Gospel to preach to them that dwell on the earth—to
every kindred and nation and tongue and tribe? What Christian heart shall
not kindle with enthusiasm at a result so world-wide and sc beneficent ?
And yet there are men called Christians who listen in cold blood to the re-

; cital of these grand outcomings of united Christian effort, without sympathy,
. without gratitude, without praise. Tell them of the bringing of light and de-

liverance to a few scores of their fellows immured in the fell darkness of some
Englizh colliery—their concern is instantly aroused. Tellthem of the ¢ en-
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trance of that Word which giveth light ” and life to millions of perishing souls
—they hear unconcerned. Come to them with tidings of the discovery of some
great African river which can be made the channel for commerce and civiliza-
tion to the heart of a continent—interest is awakened at once. Bid them behold
the mightiest stream of blessing humanity can know, brought in world-wide
flow to every man’s door—unmoved they behold the spectacle. Remind them
that their nation has led the world in striking the chains off fettered limbs—
how you touch the chord of their quick sympathies, and xindle the fires of
pride and patriotic-exultation ! Yet on the going forth of a mightier deliver-

ance than ever was purchased by British gold, or won by American steel, !

they gaze with chill indifference.

Oh! my friends, from my soul I pity the so-called Christian who, uncon-
cerned, can hear that, in his own lifetime perchance, hundreds of millions of
his fellows have had the life-giving Word placed in their reach—who can learn
that in one hundred and sixty tongues in which it was before unknown the
Gospel of Jesus is given to the perishing, without extending the warm sym-
pathy of the heart, and the free and ready aid of the hand, to the Society
which has been instrumental in compassing a work so glorious.

And as its widespread work of iranslating, printing and circulating the
Word inevery various dialect and tongue which has become the vehicle of Chris-
tian teaching, ygives the Society a claim upon the sympathy of every Christian
man, so likewise upon the support of every pure Christian church ; because the
assistance which it has thus afforded to the foreign missionary work of each
has Leen of vital importance. For at the very base of all our missionary work
lirs the Holy Bible. And herein we have perhaps the most marked difference
hetween Protestant and Romish missions. The latter are desigred to be pro-
secuted with the least possible use of the inspired volume. But the Protest-
ant missionary’s first effort is to inaster the language of the people to whom
he is sent, not only that he may be able to preach, but that he may render

the Scriptures at once, either in whole or in part, into their tongue. His -

version completed, he sends it home to the British and Foreign Bible So-

ciety ; and, no matter what his denomination, or what the unknown, un-

couth, barbaric character in which he writes, types are punched and cast, the
work is printed and bound, and numbers of copies gratuitously given to the
missionary for use in his distant work. There is not an evangelical British
church represented in this great congregation whose missionary work has not,
in this respect, been mainly if not entirely dependent upon the freely ren-

dered aid of the Bible Society—not one whose Societies for Foreign Missions |
have not, during the past year, received free grants of the Scriptures in :
various tongues for their work. I find by referring to the latest Report of ;

the Bible Ssciety that Presbyterian missions have been thus aided. Grants

have been made, among others, to the British Jews’ Society and to the London
Jews’ Society, to the London Missionary Society (Congregational), to the

Cuentral African Missivn, to the Baptist Missionary Society, to the Wesleyan

Missionary Society, to the Moravian Missionary Society, to the Church Mis- .

sionary Society and the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, to the
South American Missionary Society, and to the French and Canadian Mis-
sionary Societies.

Acting ihus, in Scripturc phrase, as ‘¢ a nursing mother” to the evangelistiv
work of the various churches, she has established a claim upon all which ne
churcn, and we would hope no churchman, would deny--a claim which Las
been recognised by thousends conspicuous for vheir piety, learning, and rank

in every branch of the evangelical church. In our owr communion, the ;

Archbishop of Canterbury and nearly thirty of his suffragan bishops, by
their countenance and willing support, testify their sense of the value of the
Bible Society to the church of which they are members, and to the world at
large.~

But though none need in these days be ignorant of them, many in the va-
rious churclies seem to ignore the claims v.hich the Bible Society hasupon their
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support and co-operation. For instance, notwithstanding the good example af-
forded by the venerable bishops to whom we have referred, the Society is far
from receiving that measure of countenance and assistance from Episcopalians,
either at home or in Canada, which is justly due in return for the bounty year
by year received from it. I may be pardoned, therefore, if from this pulpit
I refer a little more largely to the claims of the Bible Society upoun the Church
of England, in connection with its work of giving ‘‘every man” the Scrip-
tures ‘“ in his own tongue, wherein he was born.” I will point out that we
of the Church of England cannot and do not carry on our foreign missions
without the aid of the Bible Society.

‘When I szy that the Church of England is almost entirely indebted to the
British and Foreign Bible Society for the editions of the Seriptuves used in
our foreign missionary work, many will be surprised. They havenever asked
themselves whence all the different translations of the Scriptures came—who
printed them and sent them out. Or perchance they have had the common but
erroneous idea that they were provided by the Society for Promoting Christian
Knowledge, which is a Church of England ins!itution. A comparison of the
Reports of three Church Societies will quickly dispel this illusion. The Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel is partly, and the Church Missionary wholly,
an agency for missions to the heathen. 'Thelabourers of the former Society re-
quire the Scriptures in twenty-five languages and dialects for the carrying on
of their work. Of these the Christian Knowledge Society can supply but
eight. The remaining seventeen have to be procured from the only other
source—the Bible Society. The agents of the Church Missionary Socieiy
employ forty different languages ard dialects in spreading the Gospel. In
only four of these does the Christian Knowledge Society print the Scriptures.
For the remaining thirty-six they must turn to the Bible Society. Striking
out the languages used in common by both Societies, we find that the
foreign missionaries of the Church of England reguire the Word of God in
at least fifty-five languages and dialects, in only nine of which does the
Christian Knowledge Society print and circulate the Scriptures. The re-
maining forty-siz are supplied, and in many cases have been supplied for
years, by the noble institution whose claims to-night we urge—the British
and Foreign Bible Society.

These may seem startling facts to many. They may be essily verified by
an examination of the published Annual Reports of the Societies themselves,
Inview of them, I venture to muke an appeal to the right feeling of my
many fellow-churchmen who have hitherto held aloof from this great Bible
Society. I appeal—and I think I may fairly appeal—to their sense of honour
and justice. Isitconsistent, is it honess, is it right for members of the Church
of England to repudiate a Society of whose benefils we as a church are so
largely availing ourselves? Is it not very much as if one were to go on
drawing a large amount of his support from the labours of some hunble and
unobtrusive relation to whom ne was daily giving the *‘ cut direct ” upon the
street ? There are many earnest and sincerely pious members of ou. church,
who, if they would give this matter a calm and prayerful consideration, would,
I am sure, become active supporters of the Bible Society in purse and person.
What we ask of them—what we ask of all—is a serious and candid investi-
gation of the work and ways of this grand and glorious Society. The more
her work at home and abroad is known, the deeper, we feel assured, will be
the affectionate respect with which she is regarded, the more spontaneous and
enlarged the liberality with which she will be supported. Engaged insimply
doing for men of other lands and tongues the work which has made our dear
old fatherland the land it is, her labour of love is well set forth in the elo-
quent words of the Bishop of Bath and Wells :—* I see,” said he, *“in my
mind’s eye, the hundreds of nations and tribes of earth in all their various
stages of civilization, in all their varieties of clime and colour, knowledge and
government. 1 seem to hear their discordant accents, their manifold
tongues and dialects—the polished tongues of the East, the rude jargon of
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Lapps and Finns, the guttural atterances of Celts, the soft dialecis of the
South Seas, AsI look, there rises in the midst of them a fair figure, crowned
with Charity, girt with Knowledge, clothed with Christian Faith. A great
chest is at her feet, from which she draws forth countless volumes of great
price. Without distinction of race or creed, of barbarian, Scythian, bond or
free, she freely distributes them to all nations and peoples around her ; and
as each opens the book he has received, he finds it is a copy of the Word
of God uttered many hundred years ago, but now rendered in the tongue
wherein he was born.” And as I watch those who receive this precious boon
—whether the process takes years or centuries matters not—I see a gradual
and most blessed change. 1t is like the morning mist dispersing before the
sun. The knowledge of the truth takec the place of ignorance, superstition
and error. The savage warrior, glorying in bloodshed, becomes the tender-
hearted brother, loving his neighbour as himself. Oppression and cruelty
yield to justice and mercy. Christian civilization springs up in the barren
wilderness. Human nature, with its wonderful gifts and powers, is directed
to its true end. The Word of God has done its work—has leavened huma-
nity with the leaven of the kingdom of heaven.

“ Such an image represents, I believe fairly, the work of the Bible Society.
Nothing can be simpler than its design, nothing more beneficent than its end.
Seeing that the Word of God in Holy Scripture is needed alike for teachers
and taught—seeing that it is God’s great gift to man—seeing with what care
Cod has preserved it for man’s use through so many centuries—seeing what
an injury is done to men when the Scriptures are hidden and unknown, and
what an immense blessing was conferred on England when, at the Reforma-
tion, the Bible was unchained and given freely to the people, it seeks simply
to bring the Bible within the reach, not of our own people only, but of every
nation and language on the face of the whole earth.”

This is the work which we commend to you to-night. If it hath glory or
preciousness or blessedness in your view, work with it, pray for it, give to it.

Pable Society Becorder,

TORONTO, 15tz JULY, 1876,

Since our last issue, the Society has lost another of its Vice-Presidents,
the Rev. Canon Baldwin, of St James’ Cathedral, Toronto, who died on the
31stof May. He had heen 1a poor health for several years, and although he
continued until his last illness to do much in the pastoral visitation of the
sick,to whom his visits were peculiarly welcome, he had only preach.ed occa-
sionally during the past three years. For the same reason his attendance at
the Board meetings had not of late been frequent, although he continued to
take a lively interest in the Society, of which ae had always been a warn
friend, and of which he had veen a Vice-President since 1865. He loved
the Society because he loved the Book it circulates, and also because of its
Catholic platform, for he was one who delighted in every manifestation of the
unity of .he Church of Christ. He was a constant attendant at the weekly
meetings of the Evangelical Alliance, of which he was also a Vice-President,
and he will be much missed when the meetings are resumed next winter.

He was born in Toronto in 1896, was educated at Upper Canada College
and King’s College, now University College, and spent very nearly the whole
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of his ministerial life as senior assistant minister at St, James' Cathedral.
The love w.nd respect felt for him was shown by the large attendance at his
funeral of ministers and members of all churches. He was borne to the
grave by the Rev. Dr. Topp, and the Revs. Megsrs. Potts, King, Matthew,
Greene and Moxon. The service was read by the Rev. Rural Dean Givins,
the Rev. A. Sanson, und the Rev. S. J. Boddy.

Tue BoArD met oun the evening of Tuesday, June 13th. Alexander
Christie, Esq., ip the chair. Several of the Divectors expressed the sense of
loss felt by the goard at the death of their late Vice-President, the Rev.
Canon Baldwin, and requested the Honorary Secretaries to convey the ex-
pressions of their sympathy to the family. After the routine business, a let-
ter was read from the Hon. Major Kennely, of Winnipeg, with regard to
colportage in Manitoba. The Rev. Professor Bryce, of Winnipeg, being
present, gave the Board much valuable information, and urged strongly the
employment of a colporteur able to speak French. After considerable dis-
cussion, the matter was referred to the Celportage Committee.

The Rev. Mr. Ross reported that he had gone to Philadelphia, as ap-
pointed; and had, as the representative of this Society, been very cordially
greeted by the President of the American Bible Society. He also reported
what he had seen of the Bible Societies’ work at the Centennial Exhibition.

" The Permanent Secretary, who had accompanied Mr. Ross, also gave an

account of what the Pennsylvania Bible Society is dving in the grounds of
the Exhibition, and recommendad that, m view of the interest felt by the
Society in our French Canadian fellow-countrymen, a grant be made to pro-
mote the circulation of French Scriptures at the Exhibition. The ev. Mr.
Ross supported the recommendation. After the matter had been discussed
at some length, it was moved by Mr. John Gillespie, and seconded by Mr.
John K. Macdonald, ° That the sum of $500 be placed at the disposal .f the
Agency and Colportage Committee, for the purpose of promoting the free
distribution of French, or French and English, portions of the Scriptures at
tie Centennial Exhibition, provided that satisfactory arrangements can

. be made with the Pennsylvania Bible Society to carry out that object.”
- Caxried.

& @
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SEVENTY-SECOND ANNIVERSARY CF THE BRITISH AND
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

The annual meeting of the British and Foreign Bible Society was held at
Exeter Hail on Wednesday, May 3rd.

The Rigtt Hon. the Earl of Shaftesbury, K.G., President, in the chair.

The Abstract of the Report read showed the free incone of the Society to
“1ave amounted to £116,802 5s., and if to this be added the sum of £105,410
2s. 3d. “eceived from the sale of Scriptures, it will be seen that the receipts
from th> usual sources have been £222,212 7s. 3d. Adding £108 ls. 84,
dividends onstock invested on account of Lieut.-Col. Roxburgh’s ¥und 'or
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Colportage in India, the total net receipts have amounted to £222,320
8s. 11d.

The total net payinents of the year have amounted to £211,251 16s. 54.

The Society is under enrigements to the extent of £122,800 13s. 1d.

The issues of the Society tor the year are as follows:—

Froin the depot at home...... 1,628,867 %2,682 185 Bibles, Testaments and
From depots abroad............ 1,153,318 Portions.

Ths total issues of the Sociely now amount to 76,432,723 copies.

The Earl of Aberdeen moved the following resolution :—

¢“Taat the Report, an abstract of which has been read, be received, and
printec under the direction of the Committee.”

The Very Rev. Dean Close, in seconding the resolution, said :—My Lord,
and dear Christian friends,—The noble speaker who preceded me seemed to
claim some esemption from speaking at length, on the score of inexperience
and extreme youth, Perhaps I might plead the opposite qualities—experi-
ence and extreme old age. But, instead of that, I ground my appeal to be
Yeard this morning on those very circumstances. When I look back over a
long life, if there is anything thatI can regard with satisfaction, it is that sixty-
four years since I became a worker for this institution. It was in 1812 that
I became a collector of a penny & week for the British and Foreign Bibl~
Society, under the direction of that excellent mun, the eldest son of *‘ Bible
Scott,” and the lesson which he then imparted to me I have never forgotten.
I may truly say that from boyhood to youth, from youth to mranhood, and
from manhood to old age, I have never hesitated to support to the utmost
of my ability this glorious and blessed institutio:.. I have advocated it and
stood by it in fair weather and in foul. There have been occasions in past
years, when I was permitted more frequently to attend your meetings, when
this room was not more than two-thirds full, if so much. Division and strife,
which have always been the curse of the Christian Church, had found their
way even into the bosom of this Society ; but there was something in her,
which I shall endeavour tc show before I sit down, which prevented the good
ship from fouudering ; and now when I come before you after the lapse of
80 many years, I find you, my Lord, in your old position, presiding as you
have done year after year for twenty-five years, and God grant that youmay
live to preside over these meetings for many yearsto come ! You are inured
to the changes and fluctuations of the Society. They do not strike you so
forcibly, coming, as they do, on you gradually, but when we in the far coun-
try—for I live in North Britain, according to the direction on many of my
letters—I live far away from the influence of these great changes, and there-
fore Iregard them from a different standpoint to that of your Lordship, and
they strike us as wonderful interventions of Divine Providence. I made the
remark that I had stood by this Society in fair weather and in foul, and it
has had some very foul weather. Among other things, I remember that
when I was young the wiseacres used to say, ‘‘ Oh, those poor fellows at
Exeter Hall, let them alone, it will soon evaporate.” And now, sixty years
after, I find this noble room filled by persons desirous of promoting the cir-
culation of the Word of Gc1. I see this Bible Society—this noble ship,
often sorely pressed and half a wreck—thoroughly equipped and laden with
the Word of God in all languages and tongues. She is going down Channel
with every sail set,and, I aw afraid, in spite of Mr. Plimsoll, with deck-cargo
and all ; and above her flies, I will not say a Royal or an Imperial standard,
but 1 will say the standard of the Lord of Hosts, and under such a flag there
must eventually'be victory. Bnt some may question whether I am not over-
stating the case of this British and Foreign Bible Society. It can hardly be
overstated. I dare say veryfew of you have lookeua as you ought todo into
that big book, the Report. Why, it is a volume. 1 cannot read it—1I have
not time ; butIskim it over, Whata wonderful bookitis! What extra-
ordinary factsitrelates! What successes it records! Yet, when I go round
the country T find very few people talking about the British and Foreign
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Bible Society, and it is nowhere supported as it ought to be. What, tuen, is
your strength ? Where is it? Undoubtedly there . been great skill, great
learning, deep piety, many prayers. I would not undervalue human agency,
and I confess, as a very old friend of the Society, I felt a little proud when
our friends the literati could not find what they wanted in the Bodleian
Library or the British Musewm, and were obliged to come to the Dep6t of the
British and Foreign Bible Society. There must be somcething worth look-
ing at when they condescend to visit our stores. Yes, T admit that the best
of human learning and piety has been devoted to this work, but even this
has not been the reason of your success. Why hasnot your ship sunk in her
many storms at sea 7 It is because of the cargo that you bear ; it is hecause
youare freighted with the Word of the living Ged.  You recollect that many
of those Norman timber-ships have suffered much from bad weather, a'.d
sometimes all their crews have been driven from them and washed overboard,
but the ship did not sink, becanse she was laden with timber. And so it is
with the Bible Society. Abuse her as you will, she will swim in spite of yon,
because she carries the cargo of the living God? And what is that cargo ?
Let us be Custom-house officers for a while and examine the cargo of this ship.
You will tell me it is an old book—it is the Bible. What is the Bible? God’s
written Word, or, ag we call it in the Church of England, God’s Word written,
I do not like the definition altogether, It is true, but not the whole truth,
and it is a definition which some are disposed t. take advantage of. Somo
folks there are who sneer at the written Word, and say the world was never
converted by abook, and it was not the Word which the Apostles and the
Prophets wrote which has authority, but the Church. Some folks build the
pyramid apex dowrwards, in my judgment, and put the Church before
the Bible, instead of the Bible before the Church. Here, then, we come
to a great point, the view we should take of this blessed Word. How is it
that we are so anxious to circulate it? What is it? It is not merely the
written Wr~d of God. A great poriion of the Bible was spoken before it
was written. It is the record of the orai Word of God in all ages; it is
the utterings of the earthquake at Sinai. *God spake these words,” and
when He had spoken them He wrote them. [t was first spoken and then
written, and that is the history of the greater portion of this grand Book.
It is the record of what God said to Adam and Eve in Paradise, of what God
said to Abraham, what He whispered in the ear of Jacob when He wrestled
with him, what He said to Moses on the Mount. It was all spoken before it
was written, and the prophecies were all spoken before they were written.
Then with regard to the Psalms, what do you say of them? Were they spoken !
I do not know that they were ever intoned till the Middle Ages, but they
were said, and sung, and prayed, and then they were recorded for ths
edification of man, And how sirikingly this is the case of the New Testa-
ment! What are the Gospels? What are the Acts of the Apostle. ¢ Are
they merely writings written from God to us? No, they are the very re-
cord of the words and actions of the Lord Jesos Christ Himself, so that
when you hear this Book read you hear the very words of the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself. This gives me a noble .dea of the doctrine and power of
this Word. I have no longer to quibble about the inspiration of this or
that passage ; but, a8 our blessed Lord said, and as the Apostles said, holy
men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Yes, it is the oral
Word of God, recorded by inspired reporters for our edification, and there-
fore it is that your Society is as prosperous as it is, and therefore it is that I
feel assured in my parting address to you—for it may be the last tima I shall
ever address you—it will be my comfort and consolation to know that when
one generation of advocates passes away another will be rising up. 1 feel
almost to-day as if I were the last of a generation. Your fathers, where are
they ? Where are the stirring voices of a Stowell or a M‘Neile? Where are
your Pratts and Brandrams? They have passed away ; but I thank God that
there are younger men rising up, and I have no fear of God’s cange. I pray

—— e e
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God that He may continue to shed His abundant blessings upon you, My
dear friends, I pray for you sincerely. You have had great advantages in
London since I knew it. The spirit of the Loxd is abroad ; it is working in
the opening up of iresh fields, and I, pray God that you may know the day of
your visitation, and that the men and women and children here present to-
day, all having an interest in the circulation of the Scriptures, may testify to
the power of the Word in their own souls. The more you study it, the more
rich discoveries you will make of God’s grace, and, instead of its being in any
way a dreary book and a heavy book, the light will shine brighter and
brighter in every page, and when you want it most, when your flesh and your

i heart fail, you will find that God will be the strength of your heart and your

portion for ever.

Dr. Joseph P. Thompson, of New York : My lord, ladies, and gentle-
men,—I have been requested to submit, and I have great pleasure in sub-
mitting. the following Resolution :—

“That this meeting, recognising in the Bible the inspired voice which
breaks the silence between heaven and earth, and reveals to men, under the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, the way of their salvation, rejoices in the con-
tinued vigour of a Society which unites all bodies of Christians in the simple
yet Godlike work of spreading this Book amongst the nations of the earth,
and cordially supports the Committec in their purpose of responding to the
arowing confidence shown tcwards the' Society, by a bold, and at the same

¢ time prudent, cnlargement of its operations.”

My Lord. it is my privilege and honour this morning to bring to the British

- and Foreign Bible Society the fraternal and Christian salutations of the
American Bible Society, a Society formed upon your own model, governed by

your own principles, administered after your own methods, and co-operating

- with you in the single work of circulating the Word of God in every tongue.

—-

In the foreign field we, for the most part, use the versions which your liber-
ality has provided ; in other instances we have been happy to supply you
with versions prepared by American missionariesand placed at your disposal ;
and there have also been cases where we have shared with you the expense

- of the translation and the issue of foreign versions. Then, as to the field
" at large: with 2 wise and Christian courtesy we have divided that field so

as to work in it jointly without interference, having the same grand endea-
vour to put within the reach of every inhabitant of the globe a copy of the
Bible. No nobler emulation, my Lord, could stir these ;,\vo grea;: peoples 5]

- way nothing less worthy ever arise to incite them!
- But where shall we find character, where gain the basis of character as we have

it in this Bovk ! What guarantee for the future of a people like building coz-
tinually upon the Word of God ?  Qur strength has not outgrown depe..dence
upon it, our wisdom has not made us wiser than its teachings, our wealth
has not enabled us to say, “We have no need of thee.” Just at this
point, my Lord—and it is the one point to which, for a few moments,
with your permussion, I beg to speak-——I shall be met by the cry so com-
mon in England and in Germany, and echoed among us, that this is mere
book-worship ; that you are setting up for your guide, a book ; for your
anthority, a book ; that you are neglecting reason, and nature, and con-
science, and intuition, and are no better off really than the African with
his fetish, or the Papist with his superstitiuns and idolatries. If there
be any weight in this objection, surely such a resolution as this ought
not te be passed, in which we proclaim this Bible as the voice that breaks

. the silence between heaven and earth, and urge you to go forward in distri-
. buting the Book. Book-worship! What is this book-worship that our critics

sneer at?  Is a truth any the less a truth that it is written and handed
down in a book 7 Suppose Sir Charles Lyell has discovered and settled for
us the gradual process of the earth’s formation ; suppose Darwin has dis-
covered for us the solution of the origin of species ; will that be any the less
true that they have written it in a book 7 'What would not any one of those
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philosuphers give for the assurance that his book would be read » *housand
years hence—that there would be book-worshippers in those far-off genera-
tions vho would name them side by side with Bacon and Aristotle ! It is
not the homage to a book that they are afraid of. Take another view c. it,
and suppose the German exploring expedition now at work in Greece should
stumble upon a manuscript that could be authenticated as the oldest manu-
seript of Plato ; or suppose in some as yet unvisited tomb of Egypt we should
come at last upon the lest books of Manetho, could the whole receipts of this
Society for a year begin to express the competition between London, Paris,
Berlin, and New York to get possession of that book? And when once they
had it, they would set it up in 2 nwuseum, cover it with glass, lock and double
lock with padlocks, chain it, and leave it for the long line of scholars and
antiquaries wvho shall come up year after year and generation after genera-
tion to pay their homage to the book. It is not the thing that they complain
of—it is thic Book and what is in it. And wherefore? Because we are
pleased to recognise in this Book an authority. Very well, if man is to have
character, he must recognise authority somewhere. His conscience is but the
:nterpreter and executor to him of law ; it is not the makerof law. Hiscon-
science respects something. His intuitions recognise something. Call it the
laws of nature, if you please ; call it the voice of history ; call it the general
consent of mankind ; call it abstract truth—the principle of ethics : no mat-
ter what ; call it, as we do, a living and personal God—a power somewhere
that can say, ¢‘ Thou shalt and thou shalt not ”—until man recognises that,
there is no possibility of a sterling character. Well, but they offer us a sub-
stitute. Qur intuitions, our moral reason—all admirable, beautiful in their
way. One of the ablest expounders of these doctrines si.ys, the faith of the
future must look for its moral law to the intuitions of the soul, not to the
authority of a book. These intuitions will teach us—what? ¢ The brother-
hood of mankind, the love of the wezk and the lowly, even thiough they be
unlovely, and will pour the spirit of loveintoduty.” Noble, beautiful senti-
ments ; only they were spoken 1,800 years ago, and put into a Book ; and
because they were recorded in that Book, and that Book has lived through
these ages, there is to-day a Christian civilization, the light of which, poured
into the consciousness of these philosophers, quickens their intuitions ; and
they think they have made some new discovery for the future of mankind,
when they are only reflecting an old one. Why is it that I houour this
Book ? 1sit because I find it speaks to my intuitions, speaks to my con-
science, speaks to my reason, speaks to my whole nature, and lifts me up
above from the plane of this life to where I know I shall live and live for
ever? If veneralion be worship, thenI do worship this Book ; if gratitude for
all that I am and hope to be, be worship, then I do worship this Book ; if
loyalty te live for it—and I hope, God helping me, if need be, to die for it
—be worship, I acknowledge and confess I do worship this Bock ; but only in
such sense as this : that it meets me as a man where J most need to be met.
There is such a thing as absolute truth, and I find it here. But absolute
truth must have absolute authority. Now, the very fact of the power of
this particular Book is one of the marvsls of history, and one of the marvels
also of mental philosophy, that scientists are bound to study and explain.
No book has been so feared as this—feared only, however, by tyrants and
haters of mankind. No book has been so hated as this is—hated only by
those who would love darkness and who would do evil. But, on the other
hand—and this Sesiety is a witness for it, and il is, I think, the most strik-
ing fact with regei to the Book—no book has ever kindled such love and de-
votion and enthusi'sm as this. We have Societies for procuring correct and
revised editions of Shakespeare, and they draw together the élite who have
an interest in that particulsr topic. Who would ever think of forming a
Society to propagaie Shakespeare all over the world ; to have him translated
into every tongue and sent free on the wings of the wind to all the nations
of the earth 7 This is the only Book that stirs men to do that ; and why !
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We do not set this Book up upon a shrine to be worshipped. We do not
lock it in a caso in a museum and cover it with glass. We do not seek to
force it upon any man. We give it to the wings of the wind, and wish only
that it may be free ; and this is what your Resolution calls upon you to en-
dorse and encourage your Committee in doing for the future. Ah, this Book
lives on with a calm majestic power through all ages of society. How, then,
shall we best honour this Book? There isbut one way. We can do nothing
to honour it by words or acts. Give it freedom ; give it utterance. Multi-
ply copies of it.

The Rev. Daniel Wilson, in seconding the Resolution, said : Istand before
you to-day, like my friend Dean Close, as an old man. Forty-three years
ago I was called upon to utter from this platform a few words in expression of
my desire to adhere to the principles of this Society. It waswhen I succeed-
ed my honoured father in Islington. I have loved this Society from child-
hood. My dear friend the Dean has stated to you that sixty-four years ago he
was a collector for the British and Foreign Bible Society. It is now sizty years
ago that I, as a boy at school, was a collector for this Soniety. I loved the So-
ciety then, and I have loved it ever since. MMy earliest recollections are con-
nected with the venerable form of your first President, Lord Teignmouth.
I knew your Secretaries, Owen and Joseph Hughes, and Dr. Steinkopff, and
they embodied, as it seemed to me, tha expression of the Apostle, ‘ God has
given us the spirit of power, of love, and of a sound mind.” The first was a
man of great power as an orator ; Dr. Steinkopff, I need hardly tell you, was
a man overflowing with love ; and Joseph Hughes exhibited in a remarkable
manner the sound mind. It so happened that I was permitted to attend the
funeral of ¥r. Hughes at Bunhill Fields burial-ground, and that I officiated
also at the funeral of Dr. Steinkopff in Norwood Cemetery. These reccllec-
tions bring to my mind the changes which have taken place year by year in
the officers of this Society ; but the great principles remain the same, the
Book is the same, the Gospel is the same, the way of salvation is the same.
Dean Close has referred to the troublous times. I remember in the year
1831 being present on this platform, when the whole meeting was in a state
of the greatest possible excitement, and when the venerable Rowland Hill,
then in his eighty-eighth year, uttered very solemn and just words of warn-
ing. Thank God, those times are new over, and we are met in peace and
quietness. Thank God for His mercies, and for the wondrous work He has
been permitting us to do for Him ! I rejoice that so much is said about the
Book ; I rejoice that our colporteurs are often called the Men of the Book.
You may possibly remember that when the illustricus Sir Walter Scott was
on his death-bed he asked his daughter to read to him. She inquired,

‘¢ What book shall I read !” The answer of the dying man was, ‘© There is |

but one Book.” There is but one Book for a dying man ; there is but one
Book for a man seeking pardon and acceptence through the atening blood of
Christ. I remember well that the late Sir Fowell Buxton, a name illustrious
in connection with negro emancipation, was very jealous of any human com-
mentary or exposition when reading the Bible. The Bible with any Com-
mentary or exposition he called the Bible and milk-and-water. Now, my
Lord, this is what we desire ; we desire to send the Bible alonze. The Bible
needs no commentary—no human addition. We desire Lo send the sincere
milk of the Word without the water. We believe that God’s Holy Spirit
will accompany and dees accompany that Weord, o the conversion and edifica-
tion of His Church and people. It is a remarkable fact, or at least an interest-
ing one, that we always find in the bingrapbies of eminent Christians that when
they come near to the eternal world they never ask for learved criticisms or
erudite expositions. What they ask for is a simple chapter, psalm, or text on
which to feed when they come to the closo of life. How wonderful is the his-
tory of this Society ! How little did that Welsh girl, who, in 1802, was met by
Mr. Charles, of Bals, in her sever miles’ weekly walk to a place where she
could read tho Bible—how little did she then imagine that the simple fact
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of Mr. Charles meeting her at that time would lead him, as it afterwards did
lead him, to come up to London to ask for Welsh Bibles—that the thought
should then strike our venerable friend, Joseph Hughes, ‘¢ Why not estab-
lish a Society for sending Bibles to Wales, and if to Wales why not o Eng-
land, and if to England why not to Europe, and if to Europe why nrt to the
world ?”  And thus the little mustard-seed has spread and increased so that
within the life of a single man that simple act of the little Welsh girl going
seven miles a week for her Bible has led to this wonderful distribution of 76
million copies of the Word of God, in whole or in part, circulated throughout
the length and breadth of the world. Need I say how wonderful that Book
is? Asone grows in years and ripens in experience one becomes more and
more alive to the value of the simple Word. So plain is it, that you teach
it to your little child as soon as it can learn to lisp the name of Jesus; sv
profound, that an inspired Apostle stands aghast at the sight. Oh, the
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God—how un-
searchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out! May we all
increasingly value this blessed Book ! As we grow in years and reach the
verge of life, may all of us increasing'y value the simple Word—the God-
inspired Word—until we reach that blessed place where, as Richard Baxter
expressesit, ‘ we shall have an enlightened understanding without Scripture,
be governed by no written law, have joy which we draw not from the pro-
mises, and communion without the Sacraments.” 1T saw,” says the in-
spired Apostle, “no temple therein, for the Lord God Almighty and the
i&amb are the temple of it.” I have much pleatare in seconding the Reso-
ution.

J. 'W. Pease, Esq., M.P., then moved the following Resolution :—

¢ That the thanks of this meeting be given to the President and Vice-
President for their continual patronage ; also to Joseph Hoare, Esq., the
Treanurer, who is requested to continue his services. That grateful thanks
be also presented to the officers, Committees, and collectors of the various
Auxiliaries, Branches and Associations throughout this country and the col-
onies, to whose untiring zeal and energy the Society is again indebted for
s0 large an amount of free contributions, and to whotn they would earnestly
appeal for a continuance of their efficient and valuable services ; and that
the following gentlemen be the Committee for the ensuing year, with power
to fill up vacancies. (Then followed the names of the Committee.)

My Lord, ladies and gentlemen : I feel certain that it requires no words
of mine to commend this Resolution to your acceptance. You are most for-
tunate and happy in your President ; and with regard to the other members of
the Committee, I should feel that I was only taking up your time unnecessa-
rily if I were to attempt for & moment to commend them to your attention.
Their work has been before yeu in the Report that has been read, and I
feel certiin that my gesolution will have your lgranimaus app;oba.tion.

*

I would encourage the contributions of each individual, however small those
contributions may be ; for [ feel certain that the success of this Society dores
not depend so much upon these large contributicns as upon the broad basis of
individual interest ; that these little streams, coming into the greataggreaate,
show not only that a great amount of good is to be done, but also that there
is & warm feeling towards the Society on the part of a Bible-loving people. I
R | would not detain you by going over the list of places and that list of nations
B | to which theefforts of the Bible Snciety have been directed ; but the thought

! has occurred to me how interesting it would be if we could trace the large
§ | circulation which has taken place during the last twelve months of copies of
& | the Word of God, or portions of it. How many a cottage has been blessed
| hy1t, how many a palace, how many a merchant’s home ! how much have
j | the people of the middle classesin other countries, as well as ia our own,
M | been enlightened by the dissemination of the Word of God in these 210 lan-
# | gusges in which the Scciety prints this blessed Book! There is another

i
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feature which is apt to be lost sight of in these large meetings, and that is
the great number of earnest workers whom we have in the country, who
vigit, as in districts I know, every inn and every public-house, to see whether
every room and apartment is supplied with a copy of the Bible. In the
district which I have the honour to represent, every miner’s little cottage
and every little place is not only visited by colporteurs, but, what is a much
more blessed thing, the work is done by neans of a free and unpaid agency.
Then there is another very interesting feature, namely, the great amount of
silent good which I believe has been done day by day, by the Scriptures
being sent out in various languages, not only from the great port of London,
but also every port on the north, east and west of England, to other countries.
Bibles put into the hands of foreign seamen have often been as bread cast
upon the waters, which hus borne fruit, and, God be praised for it, not after
very many days. Crews of vessels that have come back to the same ports
have sought out the colporteurs or missionaries who supplied copies of the
blessed Book ; and these copies they take with them to places where the
Scriptures are very little, if ever, read or seen. All this shows that, in ad-
dition to the more evident work recorded in the Report, there is a vast
amount of silent work which demands your kindest attention, and is well
worthy of your pecuniary support.  Now, I am afraid that I am trespassing too
much upon the time and patience of the meeting, but I should like to bring
this matter a little closer home to each one of us. Thisis one Book, and
one alone, which, in the midst of the storm or the shipwreck—and so it has
lately proved—will satisfy the soul, and it is that Book which contains the
promises of the Gospel and the way of salvation—that Book which emphati-
cally declares that a time shall come when there shall be no more sea. We,
who are engaged in 2 humble way in discharging the duties of public life
in this country, often feel harassed by its cares and anxieties ; but when we
open this Book we learn that “the jus. shall live by faith,” and that ¢ faith
without works is dead.” There is another declaration which must ever come
up before us, that ‘¢ the Most High ruleth in thekingdom of men, and giveth
it to whomsoever he will.” There are amongst us the middle classes, or
trading classes, who return home weary at night, often finding it difficult, in
such times as these that we live in, ‘‘to provide things honest in the sight
of all men.” There is a declaration by one who wrote much, and who well
knew what were the cares and troubles of life: ¢“J have been young, and
now am old ; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed beg-
ging bread.” And so we might go on through the Book, which conveys its
- blessed promises so plainly and palpably to our hearts. If, then, these pro-
mises, or a part of them, come home to us with their comfort and consola-
tion, we are each bound, as we value the blessing we derive ourselves, to do
all we can to disseminate this Book among the nations of the earth. Tt us,
therefore, continue to support the agencies of this Society, for there will be
no end to its labours until the time comes when the Church on earth shall
become the Church triumphant in heaven.

The Rev. Dr. James, in seconding the resolution, said : My Lord Staftes-
bury, ladies and gentlemen,—It is many years since I had the privilege of
attending a Bible Society meeting in this hall; and I must confess to some
unusual perturbation in addressing any but a Methodist meeting. Yet I

have felt myself in a most genial atmosphere this morning, and I have been 3

carried back through many years of happy association with honoured men,
as I have recognised on this platform, one after another, Bible Society
workers in Hull, Sheflield, Cheltenham, and other places. May I be per-
mitted to say with what profound and reverent love I have looked upon the
form, and listened to the voice of the venerable Dean of Carlisle? Dr. Close
was Vicar of Cheltenham in the first year of my ministerial life. I remem-
ber two or three instances of his kindness and condescension to me, for I
commenced my miuistry when I was almost 2 boy. 1 well remember being
greatly stirred and benefited many times by the discourses which it was my
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privilege to hear from his lips. May God spare his life, and keep him strong
for His service ! Now, I have no delegation or appoiniment to represent the
communion to which I belong in this assembly to-day, but I am quite sure
that, in the substance of what Ishall venture to say, I shall be supported by
the vast majority of that communion. In the first place, I think it my duty
to convey to you what, I am sure, if an appointment had been given me,
would have been the first instruction, namely, the acknowledgment of our
obligations to this grand Society in the work which God has called upon us
to do, especially in foreign lands. Only those who have to do with mission-
ary work, and with the Bible Society, are aware of the greatness of those
obligations. It is, of course, a settled and fundamental principle of all
Protestant missionary work that the Bible must be in the tongue of the
common people, as soon as it is possible to render it into that tongue accu-
rately. We claim no authority and no warrant but what the Word of Ged
gives us; and we reckon it to be one of the most serious parts of our duty,
to be entered upon with all reasonable speed, to put into the hands of the

——— —

communities among whom we go God’s Book, and, appeating * to the law

. and to the testimony,” to speak to men “ according to this Word,” by which

they will be judged. I believe that the work we have thus to do has been
immensely aided by the libei..lity of this Society. During the long period
of its existence, 1 am disposed to think that we owe to the wonderfu] way in
«hich God’s Buok has been distributed, chiefly through your zeal and liber-
ality, the fact that we have coapuratively little to deplore, as to ervor, de-

. flection, or moral impropriety and inconsistency among the nuative churches

scattered up and down the field of our labours. I speak not only us a

© Methodist, but as a member of the Church of Christ, when I say that I be-

lieve that the comparative purity of the churches during the last hali-century,
when contemplated in the light of the Epistles to the Corinthians, and some

+ other portions of the New Testament, is owing to the fact that we are enabled to

give to every member of those churches God’s Book, and leave it to work
on the heart and life. We find that it regulates that life, rencws that heart,
and builds up a rampart against the assaults of error and temptation to sin.
Therefore, 1 cannot but feel thatit is a great privilege to stand here to-day and

" acknowledge the obligation to which I have referred. *® * *

Reference has neen made by some of the venerable speakers to-day to old strifes
and controversies. I remember ¢¢ the Battle of the Versions,” althuugh I was
just passing from my boyhood when it was wagea, and I can call to mind the
snmewhat fierce and angry contentions to which Mr. Wilson has referred. I

- also remember that your Seciety came trimmphantly out of the struggle, be-

ing victorious both in argument and in fact. I, for one, must venture to say
that I have no sympathy wich any attempt to revive in a new generation an
old and long-since settled controversy. ~Why cannot we be content each to
go to work upon his own lines, asking God’s blessing upon labour which
should be common labour, though it may differ in some slight circumstances ?
I have nothing to say about this controversy ; but } will make one general
remark. It is this: wherever I look, I see that the hand of God has written,
by means of the British and Foreign Bible Society, an unanswerable reply to
every cavil, and has written it in almost every language. When I think upon

" the countless personal conversions that have taken place, not only from
. Popery to Protestantism, but from ¢ darkness to light,” and ‘‘from the

power of Satan unto God,” when I take up your Reporisand cast my eye
upon the fruit of your labours in all manner of departments, I see there an
an answer to your cavil. People may say, *‘ It cannot work;” but then it
does work. It has worked and wrought to the glory of God in the salvation
of thousands, and in the effecting of innumerable moral ameliorations and

" improvements in the condition and habits of men and of society. I am satis-

fied with God’s stamp that I find upon the work of your Society. IhopeI
shall stand among you as long as I live ; and I am sure I may answer for the

people to whom I belong that we shall continue with you, ¢ walking by the
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same rule, and minding the same thing,” God being our helper. Withre- -
gard to the Bible being its own best interpreter and its own best evidence, it
seems to me that however valuable books on Christian evidence may be, and
however thankful we must be to the great Head of the Church for the
amount of consecrated learning, talent, and genius that has been devoted to
the arguments of Christian evidence, the best evidence for the divinity and |
inspiration of the Book of God is the work it has done and is doing in the |
world at the present moment. * * *
Signor G. David Turin, Minister of the Waldensian Church in Milan,
said . T have the honour to move— :
‘¢ That the warmest thanks of this meeting be given to the Right Hon. the
Earl of Shaftesbury. K.G., President, for his Lordship’s kind aitention to
the business of the day.” :
I need not deliver a long speech in order tc obiain from this audience the '
adoption of this motion. I know beforehand that with all your heart you
will adopt it ; and if the President is not insensible to the thanksgivings of
all his Christian friends, I know he is more sensible to the blessings of God, |
and we all join together in asking from the Lord His most precious bleasing |
on his' body and on his soul. Although we are strangers to this country, we
are not entirely ignorant in Italy iabout the great work which the Noble |
Lord is carrying on here. We know that all noble objects have ,btained
his Christian sympathy. We who belong to the Waldensian Chuich are
very thankful to him for the sympathy which he has given to vur work of
evangelization in Italy. I take this opportunity to thank this great Society for
the large number of Bibles and New Testaments which they have distributed, |
and are distributing every year in my country. It is but just that the Evan- |
gelical people in ltaly should tell you that we are most grateful for your
sacrifices for our beautiful but benighted land. You must not expect the .
thanks of the Pope nor those of his priesis. They don’t like this Society,
nor its great work. They know quite well that in a country where the Gospel
is preached every day they cannot have dominion for a long time, and for
that reason there is no thanksgiving to be hoped for from them. You don’t
expect many thanks from the infidels, who are too proud of their own reason
to admit the necessity of Revelation and of a Saviour. But all the evan-
gelical churches i Italy feel bound to thank you for the many Bibles and
New Testaments whic™ you have spread and are spreading every year. If
we have been enabled to establish a Bible Society in Rome before the eyes .
of the Pope, that is but a little drop of water in the midst of the ocean, and
we can do as yet but very litile. [ know from my own, experience how

great is the power of the Bible for the conversion of souls. I have krown 8

many examples of conversions witliout any human interference, through the
power of the Bible. If Tam not intrudi g too much on your time, let me
Jjust mention the case of the great Dr. De Sanctis. He was brought to a
knowledge of the truth through comparing the statements of the Bible with
the decrees of the Council of Trent, for which he had been invited to publish
an Apology. While he was comparing those things the Divine light shone
into his soul, and he immediately, without consulting any of his professional
brethren, left his country, and sought a place where he could serve the Lord
Jesus afterhis own conscience. 1haveafriendinMilanwho preaches the Gospel
in the Wesleyan Church, who was converted by the direct power of the Bible
without any human intervention. I was called to preach the Gospel first in
Como and in neighbouring places, after the departure of the Austrians, ina
singular manner. An English lady hud given a New Testament to an Italian
workman in the Canton de Vaud. That New Testament he took home. He
and others studied it many evenings, and they joined together for reading
and meditation. Some colporteurs passed that way, teking with them a
number of Bibles and Testaments, and they told those young people that the
Gospel was being regularly preached at Milan. The young men invited me

| to come and preach to them the Gospel ; and such has been the power of the i
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truth, that, after a few weeks, more than twenty-five persons decided to ac-
ceptthe Gospelandbecomefollowers of the LordJesus. The first knowledge of
the Gospel in that place was obtained through a New Testament which was
given by an English lady to an [talian workman. We have also a Protestant
church at a place near Genoa, where the Gospel was brought in a most won-
derful manner. Some young men, in going to Genoa on business during the
winter, met with a colporteur. They bought a New Testament of him, and
took it home, and they passed many nights during the winter in reading it
and spegking about it. In a few wecks all their families and the friends and
relatives decided to follow the Gospel and to leave the Romish superstitions
When one of them went to Turin, he heard that there was a district in Pied-
wont which had been entirely evangelical from the earlie ¢ days of its history,
and had never bowud its neck before the Pope. He immediately started for
it, and attended our religious services. He had many religious conversations
with the late Dr. Revel. He was so enchanted with what he saw and heard
of the Bible, that he at once wrote a letter to his father and relatives urging
them also to embrace the truth. He became a very good teacher, and
opened a school in which he taught children, and preached to grown-np
people every nicht, and the Gospel was planted in that place notwithstanding
great opposition from the priests. Dear friends, we thank you for the great
number of Bibles and Tes*vments which you have given us in Italy. Our
work would never have prog 2ssed in the manner that it has progressed with-
out your Bibles and Testaments ; and as long as you and ourselves are kept
steadfast to the Bible—and we pray God that you and we may be enabled to
remain faithful to the Bible—we may be quite sure that the Romish super-
stitions will not prevail. May Gou teach the English people the necessity
for thris being more and more faithful to the Bible. I know that the Pope
and the priests are looking to England in the hope that it 1aay soon become
Roman Catholic, but I know that with the grace of God such a thing will
never kappen. As long as this Society has the support which it has had till
now, and which it has to-day, as long as you pray and work for the diffusion
of the Bible and keep yourselves faithful to the Bible, never, never will the
Pope have dominion in England.

The Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol said : My dear Christian friends, I
rise most joyfully to second the Resolution which our friend from an historic
church has sc admirably proposed in the tongue in which we were, but he
was not, born. Iam sure that no sentiment was more thoroughly English
or more thoroughly true than that with which he concluded his admirable
address. We are proud to say that ¢ Britons never, never shall be slaves,”
and there is one potentate before whom this country will never bow. My
duty, my friends, is very briefly to commend to you the worthy, well-known,
and long-honoured name of my Noble Friend who occupies the chair. We
are a1l longing to hear his wise words of counsel, and I shall serve the inter-
cata of all best in now concluding by simply seconding the proposal that we
offer him our beat and truest thanks, and perhaps I may go as far—it isnot
very far beyond my Resolution—as to say that we all heartily rejoice at
seeing his Lordship look in such thoroughly good health.

The Barl of Shaftesbury, who, on rising, was received with loud cheers,
said : My good friends, before I acknowledge the vote of thanks to me
which you have been pleased to pass, allow me to read to you a very impor-
tant letter which has just been put into my hand from Sir Bartle Frere,
Everybody knows what a great and goed man that is ; and therefore every-
body would be glad to hear the result of his observations, made during his
late tour in Hor Majesty's Indian possessions. He says :—

““ May 3, 1876.

¢ Dear Sir,—I am very sorry that press of business since my return has
prevented my calling on you, and will prevent my accepting your invitation
1o be present at Exeter Hall to-day. I1should have been glad of an oppor-
tunity of mentioning {0 you one or two facts which came to my notice during
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the late visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to India, which il- :
lustrates the great extent of the Bible Society’s work, and might afford some -

idea of the effect the Society’s labours are producing. At different places
during His Royal Highn>ss's tour the Prince received from various bodies
copies of translations of the Holy Secriptures into, I believe, no less

+ than eleven languagcs, and in, T think, no less than nine cases the transia-

‘iong comprised the whole Bible, and some of the most important portions
v. both Testaments were presented, which had been translated into nine
other languages in which no complete translation of the whole Bible had yet

" been finigshed. This may afford some idea of the number of readers in India

to whom the Holy Scriptures arenowaccessible intheirown Indian dialect ; and
when I mention that of all these versions four only were, I believe, complete
when I first went toIndiaforty-two yearsago, we may have someideaof thegreat

- present activity of the Society’s agents in a gre.t number of missions scat-

tered through such a number of nations speaking so many different dialects.

‘“ Then, as to the eflect produced apart from direct and entire conversions
from other religions to Christianity, I may memion the fact, which struck
me greatly, that I was assured from many quarters that many thousands of
Hindoos who do not make any profession of Christianity habitually use

" books of the 0ld «ud New Testament as their models in prayer and their

standards of moranty. I need not trouble you with comments on the fact,

- but I am sure that all friends of the Bible Society will rejoice to think that
- the devotional portions of the Bible and the moral tr «chings of vur Lord and

- Hia Apostles are largely re~ and deeply thought un by great bodies of their

fellow-subjects who are still in seavch of a rule of life.—Believe me, my dear
Sir, very faithfully yours,
“H. BartiE E. FRERE.

‘¢ The Secretary of the Bible Society.”
That is a most important document, and let us thank God that Sir Bartle

+ Frere has been enabled to return in sufficient time to send to us these solemn

© and striking observations for the increase of our confidence and for our en-

* couragement in the work in which we are engaged. Well, now, I thank you

very sincerely for the vote to me which you have been pleased to pass, and I
must entreat you to believe that I am not indifferent to this great cause
hecanse I did not in the outset of the proceedings detain you with any obser-
vations of my own. The truth is, I have occupied this chair now for nearly
four-and-twenty-years, and in twenty of them, I believe, I made my speech
when I opened the proceedings. I think that everybody must know my

feelings, and I think a very large proportion must know even the language .

in which I should convey them. I think, therefore, that I do well to hus-

" band your time and your attention, and give free scape to thase speakers from

distant parts who have been invited to deliver to you the results of their
observations. I give them only their due in enabling them to quote their

. records and make their statements without your being wearied by the length

of the proceedings. But I will say, as my friend Dean Close has said, this
may be the last time—although I am not a young man, Iam not perhaps as

old as he is—nevertheless, this may be the last time that either he or I will

ever address you from this platform—I will say that the great ambition of
my life, in a sublunary aspect, has been gratified in my holding the post that

I now do, as the President of a Society for diffusing the Word of God in all

its purity to the utmost ends of the earth.

The Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol then closed the meeting with the '

Benediction.
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ADDRESSES AT THE SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY, HELD IN POILA-
DELPHIA, ON TUESDAY, MAY 16TH, IN THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY COM-
MUNION.

ADDRESS OF WELCOX £, BY REV, M, SIMPSON, D.D.

In behalf of the Pennsylvania Bible Society, it gives me great pleasure to
welcome the officers and members connected with the American Bible So-
ciety, holding their Anniversary in this City. It is fitting they should meet
in this church, which is eccupied by the hLonoured succ:ssor of the former
valued President_of the Penv-vlvania Society. It is pleasant for us to come
from the more active duties of life, to take part in the great benevolent
movements for the amelioration and elevation of our race. In teaching the
ignorant, in comforting the sorrowing, in reclaiming the vicious, in making
man happier and better—great movements, whose design is to elevate our
race—the American Bible Society occupies no unimportant part. The
Psalmist said, ‘ The entrance of Thy word giveth light;” and the blessed

through the word of God our light comes—eivil, social, national, and personal.
It is through the influence of that truth that nations are made better, as well

spreading the Scriptures to all the inhabitants of the land.

city under the present interesting circumstances. The reminiscences of one
hundred years ago are crowding on our minds. We talk of our Hall of In-
dependence, and of the great bell that rang out liberty through all the land.

the Bible. But for that Bible, our fathers had probably never visited this
continent ; but for that Bible, the principles of liberty wonld not have been
properly understood ; but for that Bible, we should not now have our great

His word, which secures to us such inestimable blessings.
It is said that Columbus, when about to get sail on the voyage of discovery

coveries he should make to the purpose of liberating Jerusalem from the
hands of infidels ; and when he was upon his dying bed, in his will he en-
joined upon his son, when he came into possession of the untold wealth he
expected, to use it all for this great purpose of rescuing Jerusalem from the
hands of infidels. He died, and the son died ; ages have passed without that
great work being accomplished ; but the thought which inspired this great
discoverer is soon to be realized. This Bible Society is sending the word »f
God into that land. The first successful translation of the Bible has been made
into Arabic. The missionaries are proclaiming the word of God to the people
of that country. Through the leav. ing influence of the Bible, ere long the
pillars of Mohammedanism may be expected to give way, and Jerusalem will
be recovered, not by force of arms, but by the force of Biblical teuths, and
the salvation of that country will come from Ameriea.

i Not only Jerusalem, but the East is being enlightened, and the Bible is
k| being given to the inhabitants of the earth. I rejoice much, in this cen-
: i tennial year, to see the American Bible Society making efforts to give the
1 Scriptures to the people of this country. The Pennsylvania Society seeks

|

to give a copy to every citizen of the State ; and by establishing a depot for
i the sale of Bibles in all languages, in connection with this grand Exposition,
M | they afford opportunity to all who visit it of supplying themselves with the
i word of God in their own tongue.

. For these reasons, while I would always welcome the Bible Society, I take

Saviour said, ‘ Sanctify them through Thy truth : Thy word is truth” [t is .
as individerals, and the American Bible Society performs a great work in

I am pleased, also, to welcome the gentlemen of the Bible Society to this

We think of the glorious privileges we have enjoyed since the days of our -
fathers ; but we recognise that those privileges have been secured to us by °

government, which protects our liberties, nor be here to-day to recount the |
achievements of this great Bible Society. Thanks be unto God for +ne gift of

to America, promised Queen Isabella to dedicate the proceeds of the dis-
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special pleasure, President Allen, in welcoming you and the Bible Society to
our city on this occasion.

RESPONSE BY PRESIDENT WM. H. ALLEN, LL.D.

Mzr. President of the Pennsylvania Bible Society : On behalf of the Ameri-
can Bible Suciety, I thank you for the fraternal welcome you have given us.
During this year, Philadelphia is the centre of attraction, not only for the
United States but for the civilized world, and it has seemed appropriate that
our Society should be drawn to this birthplace of liberty, both by motives of
patriotism and cords of love ; love to your city of Brotherly Love, and love
to your Society, which, I believe, is the oldest Bible Society on this continent,
and from which the American Bible Suciety has received liberal contributions
and active support. We rejoice to learn that you have accomplished so much
of the enterprise which you undertook some two years since, to place a copy
of the word of Goud in every destitute family throughout this great corumoun-
wealth. This honourable effort of Christian philanthropy will be a lasting
honour to your Society, and conduce to the moral elevation of the people of
Pennsylvania. We have heard also, with pleasure, that you have erected a
pavilion on the centennial ground for the sale of the sacred Scriptures in the
languages of nearly all the peopla who may be expected to visit the Ex-
position. Your thanks and ours are due to the Centenniul Commission for
conceding this privilege without premium or fee. We also tender our thanks
to the committee of your Society for the judicious arrangements they have
made for these anniversary exercises. The cordial reception which you gave
two years ago has encouraged us to lean again, with confidence, on your
Christian kindness.

INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT, IN THE ACADEMY OF MUSIC.

Ladies and Gentlemen : On this, its sixtieth anniversary, the American
Bible Society greets you. This large audience is proof that the Bible cause
has a living interest in the minds and lhearts of the Christian people of
Philadelphia.

The world has been invited to Fhiladelphia to witness the progress which
our country has made in a century in material wealth and the aris of civi-
lized life, also to exhibit for our inspection the products of the industry and
skill of other nations. This evening we invite our friends to witness what
our Bible Societies have done and are doing not only to save the country from
moral and political degeneracy, but also to elevate it to a higher standard of
Christian morality. If we believe that the Bible contains a revelation of the
will of God and the truth of God, we must admit that it is the base-line of all
moral progress in the world-wide conflict between good and evil. Itis there-
fore our plain duty to do all in our power to place a copy of the Bible in
every household that will receive it. And while we send abroad the light of
truth over our own country, we do not ignore the claims of those who sit in
darkness in otherlands. OurBible Societies are cosmopolitan : they reconise
the brotherhood of mankind. Our eloquent friend and brother from the
Dominion of Canada has informed us that the British and Foreign Bible
Society has distributed in foreign languages thirty-six million of copies of the
Bible—about one-half of all it has published. Is not this a recognition of
human brotherhood? The British and Foreign Bible Society and its younger
sister, the American Bible Society, have printed the word of God in more
than two hundred languages, and have distributed thronghout the world more
than a hundred milliens of copies of the sacred volume. Visitorsto the Exposi-
tion will see an exhibit of the work these two Societies have done. The Bible
in two hundred languages ¢ grand and glorious monument of Christian enter-
prise, liberality, and scholarship. All this is an achievement of the nine-
teenth century ; more than had been done in that direction in the eighteen
centuries which preceded it. Well did our Quaker poet say,

‘¢ Life greatens in these later years ;
The century's aloe flowers to-day.”
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In this hrief introductory address T must not forget to say that the mem-
bers of our Society have learned with great satisfaction that the buildings and
grounds of the Exposition are to be closed on the Lord’s day. We thank the
Commission for the unequivocal and so nearly unanimous decision of this
question. We are not ignorant that many gentlen:en of high standing and
respectability differ from the Commission on this subject ; but the resolutions
which were adopted at a recent meeting in this house in favour of opening the
Exposition on the first day of the week, seem to an average layman to con-
tain better rhetoric than logic. They propose ¢‘to promote the cause of re-
ligion and morality” by secularizing the Christian Sabbath, and to restrain
vicious people from violating privately certain commands of God by inviting
them publicly to violate another command of God. But they will at least
give the Commission credit for having been influenced by higher motives than
a commutation of half dollars to be paid at the gate. They cannot but enter-
tain respect for men who have sacrificed interest to principle, and popularity

with many worthy pecple to reverence for the laws of God and the Common-
wealth.

TWO NEW VERSIONS.

The friends of the Society will learn with pleasure that an opening has
just presented itself for preparing the Seriptures in

THE BALINESE.

a language spoken by the natives of Bali, an island of some 800,000 inhabi-
tants, in the Indian Axrchipelago.

The island, which abounds in lofty volcanic mountains, interspersed with
extensive and well-watered valleys, is occupied by a handsome race, but one
sadly enervated by the use of opium and by vicious indulgence. The Rev.
R. Van Eck wag sent thither some years ago by the Utrecht Missionary
Society, and for eleven years he laboured devotedly amongst a population
whose religion is partly Buddhism and partly Fetichism, the number of Mo-
hammedans being small. Through the enquiries of Mr. H. J. Reessé, the
Society’s Agent for Holland, Mr. Van Eck’s high qualifications for the work
of Bible translation were discovered, and the Committee at once opened
negotiations. He proposed to begin un a single Gospel, and then, if the
work prospered, proceed to the entire New Testament, following the Greek
Text in general accordance with the version of the Dutch Reformed Church.
Great care would need to be taken with ceremonial terms, since in the Bali-
nese, as in the language of Burmah, distinet sets of words are employed for
the common acts of life, according as they are performed by ordinary folk or
by the superior classes. Mr. Van Eck has already published a vocabulary
and essays on the study of the Balinese language, works that have met with
the commendation of scholars ; and the Committee have now requested him
to prepare the Gospel according to St. Mark, in the hope that this may lead
the way to a translation of a larger part of the Word of God.

THE WOGULIAN.

In this instance, a tribe in the far North has now the prospect of obtain-
ing a portion of the Scriptures in its scarce-known tongue. The Wogulians
dwell in Western Siberia, in a district between Tobolsk and the Ural Moun-
tains. We are told in The Bible in every Land that ¢ the Protohiery (or Pri-
mate) Teletzyn, in concers with the clergy of his diocese, undertook a trans-
lation of the Scriptures into Wogulian. and in 1820 the Gospels of St. Mat-
thew and St. Mark were translated and ready for the press. The MS. was
submitted to the Tobolsk Bible Committee, by whom it was forwarded to the
Russian Bible Society, but it does not appear to have ever been printed ; so
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that the Wogulians are still unsupplied with any portion of the Scriptures in
their own dialect.” '

The Rev, W. Nicholson wrote at the end of May as follows :—

‘‘ Professor Ahlquist, of Helsingfors—who has already edited so many
editions of the Finnish Scriptures for us—is going to undertake a jouruney
under the auspices of the Finnish Senute to Siberia, where he proposes to
make a thorough examination of the linguistic peculiarities of the speech of

of this tribe, but he profiers his services now to compare this with the Wogul
speech on the spot, and to prepare a copy for us. The question is-—Shall we
be prepared to take this up at a moderate honorarium #”

Acting upon this suggestion, the Committes have authorized Mr. Nicholson
to arrange with Professor Ahlquist for the preparation of one of the Gospels
in the language of this tribe.

A HIDDEN CHURCH.

Quite in the south of Spain, on the summit of a solitary mountain, is situ-
ated the town of Iznatoraf, still surrounded by fosses and walls. Its name
recalls the time when the Moors established themselves in Spain. Several
years ago, a colporteur climbed the mountain and exhibited in the market-
place his merchandise—that is to say, his Bibles,New Testaments, and Gos-
pels. He was soon surrounded by a great number of people, who looked at
his books—some with hatred, others with curiosity—for the rumour that a
seller of heretical and pernicious books was cor~ing had preceded the courage-
ous messenger of the Bible. However, he was able to give some of his books
to the simple peasants, and to tell them something of their contents. After
that he went on his way.

The Lord’s promise was fulfilled, ‘‘ My word shall not return unto me
void.” A man who could scarcely read had bought for 5d. a copy of the
Gospel of Matthew. His heart’s desire was to read and understand the word
of God without human explanations. But it was not an easy matter for him,
for the little he had learned at school he had long forgotten. He began with
pains anew to spell, and then to read slowly, and the Gospel of Matthew be-
came his inseparable companion. The seed of the word received into his
heart brought forth fruit not only in him but in fifty other men, to whom he
had imparted his treasure. No pastor has gone to them. The word alone has
separated them from the Church of Rome. Every evening after their work,
or even while working they assembled to read and hear the word of God, and
the Lord has not left himself without a witness among them by His Spirit.

The existence of this little church has been revealed by the death of its
founder. On the evening of the 20th January, 1874, several people met ina
house in the little town to twist mats. One of them read aloud the word of
God, while the others worked. The reader was he who had bought the Gos-
pel.  'When it was late they retired, and the friends said to their leader on
leaving, ¢ To-morrow, please God.” ‘¢ Yes, if the Lord will,” was his answer.
The next morning, a neighbour passing by the cottage of S. Paul Lopez (our
brother), found the door open. She looked in and saw him on his knees,
his arms spread out, and his head leaning on the edge of the table. She ran
to give notice. The judge went with a doctor, and it was found that Lopez
had died while on his knees praying. Happy prayer, that, beginning on
earth, found its *° Amen” on high before the throne of God !

The Tribunal ordered that the corpse of Lopez should be buried, but the
priests refused him a place in the cemetery ; so the municipal council set
apart ground in the open field as a burying-place for Protestants, and the
brethren of Lopez resolved to enclose this ground with a wall. In this way
we obtained the first precise knowledge of the existence of the little church
of Iznatoraf.—.L’ Eglise Libre.

i

the Woguls. The Professor has already prepared a Gospel in the language |

|
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IsrorTaNT QUESTIONS.—Has the increase of godliness among us kept pace
with the increase of our Bibles! Are we as much bhetter as we ought to be
with our more abundant means! Hag the fresh seed scattered over the land
produced a proportionate increase in the harvest i— Maric Hure.

Tus BisLE PREVENTs CriME.—When a gentleman 1. ely presented a Bible
to a prisoner under sentence of death, he exclaimed, ‘¢ Oh, sir, if I had had
this book and studied it, I should never have committed the crime of which
~ 1 am convicted ! ”
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RECEIPTS AT THE BIBLE SOCIETY HOUSE, TORONTO, V¥WROM
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Special Notice to Treasurers of Branches.

The Bible Society year eloses on the 31st duy of March, but it i~ important that Rranches should ' B

remit their funds as soon as they become available, and thus cnable the Society to nske carly
remittances to England.

PRICE OF THE “RECORDER.”

From six copies upwards of the Bible Sueirty Recorder arc furnished gratwmitously to cach of the
Branches. Extra numbers are furnished at the follening mte per annun . -Single copues, 20 cents .
ten copies ta one addresy, SL9, over ten and utiler 50 copies, $13 jet hundred , any quantity wsee
A0 copies, 212 per hundred § in each case including postage.
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