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MINUTES,

&c.

I

According to appointment of the Annual Conference held 
n Toronto, April 20th, 1855, the Conference for this year, 
Doing composed of Ministers and Laymen of the Primitive 
Methodist Church, C.W., assembled in John Street Church, 
Hamilton, April 1.1th, 1856, and after devotional exercises, 
ronducted by the ex-President, proceeded to the transaction of 
business.
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JONH DAVISON, President.

WILLIAM ROWE, Secretary.

Question—1. Who compose the present Conference 1
Answer—Thomas Adams, General Committee Delegate.

Thomas Crompton, English Representative.
William Lawson, General Secretary.
Robert Walker, Connexional Treasurer.

Also Delegates appointed by their respective District 
Meetings :—
Toronto—John Lacey, Edward Barrass, James Edgar, 

lohn Garner, John Sherwood, Thomas Burgess, Joseph Kent» 
tVilliam Nason, James Motley, John Nattrass, William Mut- 
on, and George Wright.
Hamilton—John Davison, William Rowe, Robert Boyle, 

Villiam Newton, Walter P. Lacey, John Elliott, Walter 
Swrence, Joseph Lawson, John Masters, Thomas Ward, 
nd Alfred Thurlow.

Q.—2. What Preachers are taken into the Annual List ?
A.—Robert Cade, Isaac Ryder, and George Wood. Bro. 

V. to be ordained next Conference.
Q.—3. What Preachers remain on trial !
A.—Robert Stephenson, Richard Poulter, who have travelled
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rtree years ; Timothy Nattrass, J. R. Swift, Joseph Mark­
ham, James Haldërshaw, Jonathon Milner, who have travelled 
two years; aijd\william Cooke, and Richard Paintin, who

have travelled,
Q.—4. What Preachers are now received on trial !
A.—William Bee, David Gostelow, and James Smith.

Q.—5. What Preachers have withdrawn from the Church 1 

A.—Samuel Driffield.

Q.—6. What Preachers have ceased to travel ?
A.—James G. Montgomery.

Q.—7. What Preachers have died this year ?
A.—None.

Q.—8. IIow are the Preachers stationed for ensuing year ? 
A.—In the following order :—

II St. Vinci

m - Rob$ Ï Als<
iear.,- Sab

i

*

Brampto
Rot
Tin

Hamilton
it Wil

Blenhein
Wil

TORONTO DISTRICT.a WalpoleLaskay.Toronto.
William Lyle. 
James llaldershaw.

Rot! JanEdward Barrass. 
Robert Cade.

GuelphReach Mission.
Thomas Foster. 
William Cooke.

i RicEtobicoke.
James Edgar. 
William Gledhill. 
William Jolley, Sup.

Galt M\
Kingston Mission. 

John Nattrass.
JoL

1 !
OrangeyMarkham

Portland Mission. 
Joseph Simpson. 
Jonathon Milner.

Da'John Garner. 
James Clarke.

■

Peel am
WiDarlington. '

Thomas Crompton. 
One to be obtained.

Napanee Mission.
George Wood,

Bath Road Mission.
Joseph Markham.
The Preachers on Kings­
ton and Bath Road to 
change one Sabbath in 
every month.

Ric
Job

Albion.
John Lacey.

Scarboro'.
Richard Poulter. X 
One to he obtained.Ii
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Osprey Mission.
One to be obtained.

St. Vincent Mission.

Robert Stephenson.
Also to visit Osprey one 
Sabbath in each month.

! ■
iliMontreal Mission.

One to be obtained.
:m

il !
Smith. ■o-
he Church !

HAMILTON DISTRICT.
N

Woodstock Mission.Brampton.
Robert Boyle. 
Timothy Nattrass,

Hamilton.
William Stephenson.

Blenheim M. C.
William Newton.

William J. Deane. 6
London Mission. 1

uing year ?
liWilliam Rowe.

Thomas Dudley.

Brantford and Paris Mission.

Thomas Adams.
James R. Swift.

i

Walpole M. C. 
Robert Parsoijs. 
James Smith.

i.
rshaw.

Brant Mission.Guelph Mission. 
Richard Paul.

'

;er.
William Lomas.le.

Galt Mission.
John Davison. Bosanquet Mission.

Isaac Ryder.

Walsingham Mission. 
One to be obtained.

1i.
Orangeville Mission. 

David Gostelow.
son.
Iner. Peel and Wellesley Mission. 

William Bee.
Richard Paintin.
John Towler, Sup.

■ I
Minto Mission.

One to be obtained.d,
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tCOMMITTEES.j|

■ Q.—10. Who compose the Committees ?
yl,__ (l). General or Connexion a l Committee.

iPresident and Secretary of Conference, English Repre­
sentative, VV. Lyle, J. Lacey, E. Bnrrnss, J. Edgar, J. Garner,
T\Adams, R. Boyle, W. Stephenson, W. Newton, W. Lawson,
R. Walker, R. Sargant, P. Coleman, J. Sherwood, J. Lawson, 

Meetings to be held at Toronto, Thursday,
I July 10, 1856; Hamilton, Thursday, October 9th, 1856; 
Toronto, Thursday Jan. 8th, 1857; and at Brampton, Thurs­
day, April 15th, 1857. Each Meeting to commence at 10 

W. Lawson, shall be the Secretary for this ,

A. Thurlow.

o’clock, A. M.
Committee, and for the General Missionary Committee.

!j

i
I

(2). The General Missionary Committee shall be com­
posed of the Members of the Connexional Commilte. Its 
Meetings shall be held at the same time aud place as those of 
the General Committee. Missionaries are hereby reminded that 

[they must send their Quarterly Reports to the kecrcliiryt 
b/amtton; one week, at least, before the time of holding the 
|Q,uarterly Meetings of the G. M. Committee. Ihree mem­
bers of these Committees being present at tiie time of meeting, 

[are competent to act.
R. Walker, Esq , Treasurer.

(4.) Executive:1—The1 Executive of the two above named 
[committees shall be ^composed of the following persons : 
[President and Secretary of Conference : E. Barrass, W. Ste­
phenson, W. Lawson, R. Walker, J. Lawson and R. Sargant. 
[Meetings to be held alternately at Toronto and Hamilton,
[the first Wednesday in each month, to commence at 1 o’clock, 

One Member from Toronto must attend all the 
meetings held at Hamilton, and the Secretary must attend 
those held at Toronto.

on

A. M.

(4.) DISTRICT COMMTTEES.
1. Toronto.—Thomas, Crompton, Robert Walker, William < 
miels, Thomas Lawson, and Edward Barrass, Secretary.
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8
2. Hamilton.—John Elliott, William Marshall, Walter p|Rowe’ En> 

Lacey, L. Walker, and Robert Boyle, Secretary.

(5.) PUBLISHING COMMITTEE.
President and Secretary of Conference, Edward Barrass,

Robert Boyle, James Edgar, William Lawson, Robert Walker', 

and Thomas Crompton, Secretary.

(<?) BOOK ROOM COMMITTEE.

President and Secretary of Conference, Thomas Crompton,
Robert Boyle, William Stephenson, William Lawson, Robert 
Walker, Robert Sargant, Walter l*. Lacey, John G. Walker,
William Nason, Joseph Lawson, and Edward Barrass, Sec.

/(7:) CIIILEREN’S FUND COMMITTEE.
President and Secretary of Conference, Edward Barrass 

Robert Sargant, Joseph Lawson, Robert Walker, Treasurer, 

and William Lawson, Secretary.

(8.) PREPARATORY COMMITTEE.
President and Secretary of Conference, John Lacey, Robert 

Boyle, William Lawson, and the" General Missionary Dele­
gates to the next District Meetings, who shall meet at 
Brampton April 14th, 1857, at 2 o’clock, a. m. to arrange the 
business of Conference, William Rowe, Secretary.

Q.—11. Where and when shall the next Annual Meeting 
of the Ministers' Association be held ?

A.—At Brampton, on Wednesday, April 15th, to commence 
at 9 o’clock in the morning. A full attendence of all the 
Ministers and Lay Brethren who 
requested.

b ?i7.12' Where aild WllCn sJla11 t!iS neXt Annual Con/i

A.—At Brampton, Chinguacousy, on Friday, April 16th,
1857, to commence at 9 o’clock in the morning.

The following persons are members of the next Con- 
ference:—John Lacey, General CommiUee Delegate; William

Friendly S 
Walker, C
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Rowe, English Representative; John Davison, Agent of the 
Friendly Society ; William Lawson, G. M. Secretary, Robert 
Walker, Connexional Treasurer.

Q.—13. Where and when shall the next District Meetings 
beheldl and by which of the General Committee Delegates 
shall each be attended? Ans.

(1.) Toronto.—At Bethesda Chapel, Markham Circuit, 
Wednesday, April 7, 1857, John Lacey, G. C. D.

(2). Hamilton.—At Woodstock, Wednesday, April 7, 
1857, Robert Boyle, G. C. D. Each Meeting to commence 
at 9 o’clock in the morning.

Q„—14. What are the further Regulations of Conference ?

A.—1. That an inventory of all Church property, whether 
consisting of Churches, Parsonage Houses, Lands, &c., shall 
be preserved among our Church Documents.

(1.) That a Book shall be kept for this purpose which shall 
be forwarded to every Conference, so that it may be ready for 
reference.

(2.) That the General Committee shall issue Schedules, 
which, being duly filled up by the Superintendent of each 
Station, and approved of by the January Quarterly Con­
ferences, and returned to the General Committee, it may be 
ascertained, the amount of Church Property on each Station.

(3.) That the Schedules shall be similar to those issued 
for a similar purpose in England, with the following additions, 
it shall be stated in what Township, Concession, and Lot, 
said property is situated, its description, &.C., and whether) 
and where, and by whom, the Deeds are registered, and also, 
with whom the Deeds are deposited. '

(4.) That the Stations shall be desired to forward the 
Deeds of their Church Property, which may not be in the 
hands of Mortgagees, to be deposited in the Connexional Fire 
Proof Safe. /

(5.) That the Form or Schedule submitted to Conference 
front Toronto Circuit shall he adopted.
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II. That when the official brethren of a Mission Station de­
sire to be made into a Mission Cipcut, they shall, (providing 
that the Station has already existed 12 months,) make appli­
cation to the General Missionary Committee for the purpose, 
stating fully their reasons and prospects, and giving proof that 
there are a sufficient number of officials capable of managing 
the business of the Station, such application must be made at 
least 10 days previous to the District Meetings.

;
the Execu 
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III. That Minute 6, page 10, of the Minutes of 1854, shall 
be repealed, and the following adopted instead thereof :—That 
Missions on becoming Mission Circuits, shall be allowed to 
retain four fifths of the Missionary Money, raised on the 
Station, the first year ; three-fflhs, the second ; two-fifths, the 
third, and one-Jiflh the fourth year, after which, they shall be 
considered selfsustaining.

IV. That Mission Circuits stand on the Stations next to the 
Circuits, according to priority.

V. That neither the General Missionary Committee nor the 
Executive shall make any grants of money from the Mission­
ary Fund for Chapels, Parsonages, &c. Applications for 
extraordinary grants must be in the hands of the General 
Missionary Committee prior to its fourth Quarterly Meeting : 
and the General Missionary Committee shall report 
such cases to Conference.

IX. T1 
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VI. That on all our Mission Stations the greatest economy 
shall be used in renting houses for Missionaries, and that not 
more than £20 shall be advanced from the General Mis­
sionary Fund to provide furniture for a Missionary ; and if 
in any case more furniture is needed than this sum will pro­
vide, it shall be obtained on the Station, by a special subscrip­
tion. '

3
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VII. That the General Missionary Committee shall in 
future send a Delegate to every District Meeting, who shall 
be entitled to all the privileges thereof.

VIII. That a Schedule of Grants of Missionary Money to 
be made to the Stations during the year shall be prepared by

i
4

:
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the Executive, and submitted to the fourth. Quarterly Meet­
ing of the General Missionary Committee, naming the amounts 
of money expected to be raised on each Mission Station ; but 
should it happen that any of the Stations fail to raise the 
required amounts,''then its Quarterly Conference must assign 
reasons for such failure to the next meeting of the General 
Missionary Committee ; and only when the reasons are satis­
factory shall the Committee make up the deficiency ; but if 
any Station be dissatisfied with the decision of the General 
Committee, it may appeal to the next Annual Conference. 
This Rule shall be tried as an experiment for one year.

IX. That each Mission Station shall be desired to provide 
for maintaining, the horses kept by the Preachers employed 
thereon ; and only when Stations are so poor that they cannot 
comply with this Rule shall the Preachers be allowed £2 per 
quarter from the General Missionary Fund.

X. That each Travelling Preacher on Country Missions 

shall use his utmost endeavours to establish at least eight 
preaching places, in order to raise additional finances, and 
thus become, ns soon as possible, self-sustaining.

XI. That the Members of our Church shall be admitted as 
hearers in all our District Meetings and Conferences, on 
obtaining Tickets of Admission from the Superintendent of 
the Station where the said Meetings and Conference shall 
from time to time be held.

XII. That, in the opinion of this Conference, it is very 
desirable to establish a Weekly Journal, to be the organ of 
our Churcli.

XIII. That the Rule which requires an extraordinary case 
to be made out for the re-Stationing of a Superintendent 
Preacher a third year, or more, shall be repealed.

XIV. That there shall be one exchange of Preachers every 
Conference, between the two Districts.

XV. That Bath Road shall be a separate Station from

J
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Kingston ; and that the Preachers on those Stations shall 
exchange pulpits one Sabbath per month.

XVI. That Walsingham, Talbot Township, shall be re­
opened as a Mission, and that the first Preacher obtained 
shall be sent there.

XVII. That Minto be taken up as a separate Mission.

XVIII. That Osprey be taken up as a Mission, and until a
Preacher can be sent, the Missionary at St. Vincent shall visit 
it one Sabbath in every month.

BOOK ROOM.

XIX. That in the opinion of this Conference, the time has 
arrived to establish a Connexional Book Room in Canada.

1. That the Book Room shall be located in the City ol 
Toronto.

2. That, the Book Room shall be a Joint-Stock concern, 
consisting of 200 Shares, at £5 per share.

3. That attempts shall be made to raise the sum of £500 
on behalf of the Connexion, so that one-half of the shares may 
be the property of the Conference.

4. That every person holding two or more Shares shall be 
entitled to vote in any of the meetings held for the election of 
the Book Room Committee.

6. That_/ti;e Members of the Committee shall be a quorum.

6. That the Committee whose names are to be found 
p. 8, shall attend to all matters pertaining to the Book Room, 
and use every means possible to hasten its commencement

7. That, Rev. J. Davison, President of Conference, J. 
Elliott, Esq., of Brampton, and R. Sargant, Esq., of Toronto, 
shall bo the Trustees of the Book Room.

8. That each Superintendent shall be requested to aot 88
Agent on his Station fqr the Book Rpom, and that they be 
affectionately desired to sell the Shares and take up subscrip­
tions towards the Conference stock. „

9. That we affeectionately desire the English Conference
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to make us a grant of Books to the amount of £150 sterling, 
providing that that Conference cannot make us a grant of 
Money, towards the Connexional stock.

10. That further details shall be prepared by the Com­
mittee, as they may deem fit.

XX. That the Conference shall petition the Provincial 
Legislature in favour of a Prohibitory Liquor Law.

XXI. That a Petition shall also be sent to the Provincial 
Parliament against Separate Schools.

XXII. That the Conference also petition the Provincial 
Parliament, praying for a better observance of the Sabbath, 
and in particular, tha tall the Government employees in the Post 
Offices shall be released from their toil on the Lord’s Day.

XXIII. That in consequence of the many declensions from 
our Church through the use of intoxicating drinks as a 
beverage, and likewise, the incalculable injury their use has 
caused, and is still producing to society generally; the Con 
ference, would most earnestly and affectionately request 
all members in our Church to use every means in their power 
to discountenance their use. ^

XXIV. That the Conference is of opinion that it is espe­
cially desirable that all our official members should become 
Total Abstainers.

XXV. That all our members, official and unofficial 
earnestly entreated to discourage Sabbath breaking, by re­
fraining from travelling and working themselves, except in 
cases of necessity or mercy, and by discouraging public 
bakers and other persons from yielding to that vice. The 
members of our Church are particularly desired not to travel 
by Railway on the Sabbath days.

are

XXVI. That all our Ministers and members must use 
every prudent means to encourage Temperance Societies.

XXVII. That the Revs. G. Lamb, J. Flesher, and Mr. T. 
Bateman, shall be our Representatives in the English Con­
ference of1856.
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XXVIII. That the Conference believes the British Govern­

ment to be the best in the world, and therefore, it affectionately 
desires all its Ministers and Local Preachers, to pray every 
Sabbath in all our places of Worship for the Members of the 
Royal Family and all in authority.

XXIX. That there be a Connexional Camp Meeting held 
in Blenhiem Circuit in Jane, and that the authorities of that 
Circuit arrange for holding the same.

XXX. That the following Ministers shall, if desired, attend 
the said Camp Meeting, the Revs., the President and 
Secretary of the Conference, T. Adams, E. Barrass, J. Edgar, 
W. Stephenson, W. J. Dean, R. Boyle, J. R. Swift and Mr. 
VV. Lawson.

XXXI. That we record our thanks to the giver of all good 
lor a net increase of 137 Members in our Church.

XXXII. That with a view to promote more extensively a 
Revival of the work of God amongst us, the Conference de­
sires that Friday, September 24th, may be set. apart as a 
Connexional Fast Day, and that in every place, if possible, 
prayer meetings shall be held, and the Ministers shall be 
desired to direct the special attention of their auditories on the 
Sabbath previous, to this important matter,

XXXIII. That in future the President of Conference for 
the time being, shall write the Pastoral Address, and the 
English Representative also for the time being, shall write the 
Address of the Canadian, to the English Conference : the 
President shall, also, be appointed to preach the first 
sermon at the Conference, succeeding that over which he 
presides.

XXXIV. That Mr. Lawson should prepare the Minutes, 
and Documents to be sent to the English Conference.

XXXV. That the Rev. E. Barrass, prepare the Minutes of 
Conference for the Press, and tlye Missionary Report, and the 
Society Tickets.

XXXVI. That the Rev. Robert Boyle write a letter on be­
half of this Conference to the Conference of Primitive 
Methodists in the Western States.

XXXVII. 
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sh Govern- XXXVII. That the President write a letter to the Eastern 
l-ctionately ■ States’ Conference, and state that while we are willing to 

pray every «maintain a friendly correspondance with brethren in the 
ibera of the I United States of America, that must decline acceding towe

their proposal for an exchange of Preachers.
;eting held 
ties of that XXXVIII. That payment to the Children’s Fund shall beat 

the rate of 10 per cent, on the income of the respective Sta­
tions,, one-half to be paid the first quarter, and the remaining 
one-half the third quarter of the year ; and the following

ired, attend 
iident and
, J. Edgar, |llle sums wlllch t,ie Stations respectively shall be expected to 

'contribute to this fund :—Toronto, £18; Etobicoke, £14; 
Markham, £ll ; Darlington, £7 4s. ; Albion, £8 ;
W, £7 15s. ; Laskay, £9 ; Reach, £7 10s. ; Kingston, 
£6 ; Portland, £9 ; Kapanee, £4 ; Bath Road, £5 : St. 
Vincent, £3 10s. ; Brampton, £ 12 , Hamilton, £9 4s. ; 
Blenheim, £7 ; Walpole, £6 10s. ; Guelph, £6; Galt, £6 ; 
Orangeville, £6 ; Peel and Wellesley, £8 ; Woodstock, 
£6 ; London, £8 ; Brantford, £8 ; Brant, £5 10s. ; Bo. 
tanquet, £5 10s.
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ries on the XXXIX. That each Mission Station shall make three col­

lections during the year at each Preaching/Place, towards

erence for ■heir (ïuota due to llie Children’s Fund, and remit the 
Mo the Treasurer forthwith.

same
, and the 
1 write the XL. That the Conference records its thanks to tho, British 
ence: the Conference and the English General Missionary Committer, 

the first*1 r sending us three Missionaries during the year, viz., Bros, 
which he F-Wood, T. Nattrass, and J. R. Swift, all of whom have 

■ntered heartily into the work of God amongst us, with every 
> Minutes, «respect of success.

XLI. That the Official Brethren on the respective Stations 
Minutes of Call be earnestly entreated to co-operate with the Ministers, 
irt, and tbs C visit and bring to the house of God, persons whom they 

■now to be living in the neglect of religion, 
on be-l XLII. That each Mission Station shall, if the Quarterly 

Primitive Conference see fit, appoint a Representative to attend the 
Quarterly Meetings of the General Missionary Committee.
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XLIIl. That the thanks of the Conference are hereby re. 

corded to the Rev. T. Crompton, for the excellent Address 
which he delivered at the Ordination Service, and requests him 
to allow it to be published, with the Essays of the Ministers’ 
Association.

XL1V. That the Rev. T. Adams shall deliver the next 
Ordination Address.

XLV. That the Conference records its thanks to Robert 
Walker, Esq., for his services as Connexional Treasurer and 
General Book Stew ard, and begs him to consent to fill these 
offices another year.

XLVI. That the Conference records its thanks to W. Law- 
son, Esq., the General Missionary Secretary, for his past 
year’s services, and rejoices in his acceptance of the office 
another year.

Xl.VII. That the Conference records its thanks to the va­
rious Members of the General Committee and General Mis­
sionary Committee, and also to the Members of the Executive, 
for the satisfactory manner in which they have attended to 
their arduous duties during the past year.

XLVIII. That Bro. E. Barrass shall be,, appointed Book 
Steward for Toronto District, and Bro. W. Stephenson for 
Hamilton District. The District Book Stewardship to be 
done away with, when the Book Room shall have been estab­
lished.

XLIX. That th^jConference tenders its thanks to the Pre­
sident and Secretary, the General Committee Delegate, the 
English Representative, and all its Officers, for the manner 
in which they have attended to their respective Offices during 
the Sessions ot Conference.

L. That the.,Conference acknowledges its debt of-gratitude 
Hamilton, for the very hospitable manner 

in which they hav^ entertained the Delegates who have at 
tended this Annual Convocation.

LI. That the following question shall be inserted in the 
Annual Reports from the Stations :—“ What is the averagt 
income per Quarter of your Station ? ’

ML The
and Relief !
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;nt Address 
squeats him 
! Ministers’

IJI. That the next year’s contribution to the Conference 

»nd Relief Funds shall be 6d. per Member.

Q.—15. What is the stale of the Relief Fund, for the; year 
ending April 30th, 1856 ?

A.—

i
.

r the next II<Ct.Ur. *By Cash to Gen. Mis Com.
fur S. Driffield’s illness. jC 6 8 3 

By Cash to Gen. Mis. Com.
for R. Boyle’s illness... 20 13 1 

Balance on hand............. 12 17 Hi

£10 9 2■ Balance on handto Robert ■ Cash from Toronto Dist . 14 7 11 i
9 2 0

,

“ Hamilton ll .easnrer and 
o fill these

£39 19 U£39 19 H

Q._16. Whal is the state of the Conference Fund, for the:o VV. Law-
or his past! year ending April 30th, 1856 ? 
f the office

I 4’

I
,A.—

<Er.Ur.
To Balance due toTreas’r£ 1 18 111 
“ Printing the Minutes of 

Conference, 1855.... 
u Conference Documents 0 17 6 
o Delegates to Conf. 1856 23 7 2 
o Candidates for Annual

List............................
“ Postages & Telegraphs 0 7 7 
o Balance on hand.......  0 1 5

Cash from Toronto Dist... £ 14 7 llj 
Subscriptions in Toronto

District Meeting...........
A friend in Markham Ct.. 0 10 0 

0 2 6 
0 17 6

S doof Minnies of Confer. 3 10 0 
Cash from Uumdton Dist. 9 2 0

s to the va- 
eneral Mis-

87 10 0

6

7 10 0

t! Executive,! Two fines at Conference .
Two friends at Hamilton. :1 17 6attended to

I
1

£36 0 Hainted Book 
phenson for 
iship to be 
been estab-

£36 o 11

Q.— 17. What is the state of the Childrens’ Fund, for the 
year ending April 30th, 1856 ?

A.—
Cash from Circuits 

u Missions
Balance of Missions’ quota 

from Gen. Mis. Fund .. 74 lb 4 
Cash due from Albion Ct. 4 0 0

!

■ i
®rUr.

£88 16 0 
27 0 8t

i44 6 0
45 6 8 

.. 54 0 0 

.. 54 0 00 10 u,
0 16 4*

Cash paid, 1st Quarter.. 
“ “ 2nd “
» “ 3rd

“ 4th 
Printing Recei|it Forms.. 
Balance on hand----- ...

i to the Pre- 
elegate, the 
the manner 
Sices during

!
i

£194 13 0*£194 13 0j

Q._18. What amount of Missionary Money has been 
raised the past year, ending April 30th, 1856 1 

A.—

1
of-gratitude 
ble mannet 
ho have at-

4 n
. £292 12 .8 '

. 1686 7, » Y

£.978 Iff 8 -

Balance in hand, April 30th, 1855, 
Cash received from all sources .... trted in the 

; the averagt
ii>

:
■*.*

•For particulars see the Missionary Report.
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■ ; (Mrena litoral mg; ts now

TO THE MEMBERS OF 

THE PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHURCH, CANADA.
* ■

I means, 
Connexion i- ■ Address was

Beloved and Dear Brethren—Grace and peace he g1)e published 
multiplied unto you from God our Father, and the Lord luring the ; 
Jesus Christ. The “ circling year” having assembled us g Toronto, wh 
once more in Conference, in the City of Hamilton, as your 9 ters and friei 
Ministers and Delegates, we affectionately present you with 10f olir liber, 
our Annual Pastoral Address. We propose to submit those ga|iowances I 
matters which have occupied our deep and prayerful alien- ■tjmdeisdut 
tion, in relation to Past, Present, and Future. 1 exceptions,

The Past. We rejoice to inform you that we met in I and tear pet 
the Spirit of Christian love; and throughout the entire Ses- I tides those < 
sion that spirit continued unbroken ; although, as might be lof ConLrei 
expected, various subjects, which required earnest considéra- ■ Throne of 
lion, elicited different views and opinions. The Ministers Iperance; I 
Meeting for “ Mutual Improvement,” prior to Conference, g the Delegat 
was deeply interesting and devotional ; and amid exciting I and by sum 
subjects in discussion, in Conference, the hourly petitions g 2. The 
offered to God were frequently attended with a hallowing ■ y0ur spirit 
influence from on high. The Religious Services in connec- g Canada, se 
tion with the Conference were very satisfactory ; and our 9 whieh are 
Ministers occupied the pulpits of several Denominations m glnjtted to 
the City on the Sabbath. At our own Church, in John street, |,|iege j8 thi 
from the Sacramental Service, at seven a.m., until the closing ■ jn Toronto 
service in the evening, the Lord was powerfully present, and gReviVal H; 
several souls were converted to God. gwhen full

In reference to Statistical affairs, we have, through the g additional 
fluctuating nature of our Colonial population, suffered Iront geelf-suppoi 
removals. This cause retards the permanence and increase gonginateii 
of our Society in this country, more than some other Bodies, geeveral Ch 
whose operations are more extended ; but we trust our gra- g places, su 
dual expansion will save us considerably from these heavy gFrtêoda.u 
annual losses. We have lost 458 Members by removals and g that our B 
death ; hut these have been made up, and we report an in- glove reigi 
creaae of 137. Our Missionary income, from all source» g We also b
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v hppn nobly sustained ; more than £1,000 has been raised, 
Kch is "bout £300 over the preceding year. Four new 
M s ons have been established, in each of which the pros- 
Üris are encouraging. We have several openings present- 
P6 thpmselves but we lack both men arid means. VVe have
nowh14 Mission Stations ; 20 Missionaries ; 113 Congrega­
tions and 1,137 Members. We have, during the year, re­
eved from the British Conference three young en, who 
have entered zealously into our Canadian work and we 

„st we shall have an additional number, w.th corresponding 
means forthwith. Two Ministers were received into full 
Connexion at an Ordination Service ; and an interesting 
Address was delivered by Bro. Thomas Crompton, which will 
be published. Several Places of Worship have been erected 
during the year, especially a most commodious Church in 
Toron'o winch reflects the highest credit on both the Minis­
ters and friends in that city. By the affection and attachment 

iof our liberal Members and Congregations, our Ministers 
allowances have been met by voluntary effort ; and our gra­
titude is due to the Giver of all Good, that, with one or wi 
exceolicns, onr Ministers have had health to sustain the wear 
and tear peculiar to their arduous toils. Other q;"?*>t>°n8 

I rides those of a Denominational character, occupied the term 
of Conference ; such as the Loyalty of the Body to the I Throne of Britain ; the Sabbath Observance question , Tem- I perance ; Education, &c. During the period of Conference,

I the Delegates were most hospitably entertained by onr people,
1 and by some of other Churches, ii\the City of Hamilton.

2 The Present. And, beloved Brethren, to promote 
your spiritual happiness, and the success of °ur cause m 
Canada, several measures have been suggested, the details of 
which are being matured by a Committee, which, when suIh 
milted to you, it is hoped will give sans action. A:nadng 

! these is the* formation of a Connextonal Book Establishment, 
in Toronto the publishing of a Rel.g.ous Journal ,-and a 
Revival Hymn Book. Other measures were passed, which 
when fully developed and applied, will, we trust, act with 

I additional stimulus in enabling our Missions soon to become 
self-supporting, that our Missionary Funds may be.ap£n< 
jnriginateiiew Missions in the “ regions beyond. AtF«,en<- 
several Churches are in progress of erecuon, m imF.rtant 
places, such as Brantford, Brampton, &c. It,f ffordsus, dear 
Friends, unspeakable thankfulness to God, to record the fact,

JetSttÿM: BSStSStiI We also bless God for the flourishing and peaceful condmoa

NADA.
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and we woul

lresh eftor» to bless and to save humanity, lhe present ■ that the h ) 
period is Idghly propitious. This is the accepted time ; “ be-1 designed, tb 
hold, now is the day of salvation”—for ourselves, our farm- g And now 
lies, and our country. . I the Word o

3 The Future. In anticipating the future, in relation to g give you
Connexions! exertions, we feel sanguine ; and we would | Brethren b, 

ourselves and you in the Lord our God. But, that g mmd , live 
mav not pe shorn, but amply realized in the ■ with you.

i, dear Brethren, | (gJ

f

5
;

£ a* :ij|

f our
encourage 
our expectations

N-
or physical superiority in our Ministry no liberalism in our 
Church polity no Executive cleverness in applying recent 
actioPGohference or discipline, will save us, nor give stabi­
lity to our enterprise, without more religion. Let us be more 
than ever, devoted to “ knee work' —private pleading well 
God for full redemption, through the blood of Jesus. 1 he 
inscription which flashes on our Connexional banner is- 

- - Present, Free, and Full Salvation. Let us be worthy of 
a Standard, a.id with such a Leader as 

shall have the victory over sin, death,

1

ti f
i|

111

marching under such 
the Lord Jesus, we
and hell. ..

Beloved, remember the Family Altar ; never omit family 
devoiion. Sustain the hearts of your Ministers by your pre­
sence at the Services of the Sanctuary—especially the 1 rayer 
Meeting and Class Meeting. Encourage, with your active 
co-operation, all the varied means which will be broughtjn o 
action, to overtake and overturn ignorance and sin, and to 
save precious souls.

To carry on the work of God, your pecuniary support will 
be required, as heretofore. The calls upon your free contn- 
butions, to sustain the Church of your choice, will be ar­
ranged to suit your opportunities of giving. We remind you 
especially of the Conference and Children s Fund ;—the Mi • 
sionary Subscription ;—and particularly the Quarterly support g prosperi 
to the Ministry on your own Station. Give as God hath | ^
prpspered you, and his blessing will rest upon y°u* kaske! I City of 
and store.” God “ loveth a cheerful giver View an I ^ „ 
ponder this matter in relation to your obligations to God, and | ^ bre
in the light of the Judgment Seat of Christ ; for soon we I .
must appear before him, to give an account of our stewardship. I ^ M( 

Finally, dear Brethren, we beg to remind you of the Yearly I jjeet,0 
Fast, appointed to humble ourselves before God, aa a people,.!
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I .„d .. W..M ^"Tr«.re^£.ne^M«.peace of I days previous to the hold g "riUi(,n wrought in our

tv: I saw ss "J. de«ii»g. «Æ » ™.h. itnK y--FE1 KgUSS^i.:. Ordinance o, l.i. Church -

r rami' | And now, dear Brethren, we cnnimcnd yeu .

Srii^ac" I .»d”hè Gri ef love and peace *11 be 

with you.
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sin, death,

Amen.
(Signed on behalf of the Conference,)

JOHN DAVISON, President. 
WILLIAM ROWE, Secretary.
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Dear Fathers and Bret™E^u1. Smr’and’from theLord 
fe multiplied unto you ^™^nolher Conferential year, we, 
Jesus Christ. At the Methodist Connexion, in
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services had their part in making an impression for good upon their diversifie 
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Hamilton,

The business of Conference, on the whole, has been done 
harmoniously, though, on some matters of Legislation a 
wide difference of opinion existed. We believe a sincere 
and earnest desire prevailed among the Brethren to subserve 
the interests of the Church. May the seal of Heaven be 
given to every proper measure, and may it tend to 
blessed issue.

a

We are thankful to the Great Head of the Church, that 
none have been taken from wir Ministerial ranks by death, 
during the past year. God has spared his servants, to labour 
in the vineyard. This is well, inasmuch as our need of 
Ministers, is so great that we are utterly unable to meet the 
calls, which perpetually come to us from "destitute parts of the 
country. Two brethren have* resigned during the past year ; 
but we have succeeded in calling out three others, who have 
been connected with Primitive Methodism in England

As it regards our Missionary prospects we could occupy 
various other posts of usefulness had we men and means. 
'1 hough our Missionary revenue is in advance of last year, 
about £300 cy., yet, we cannot keep our brethren and those 
parts of the Mission field we now occupy, to say nothing of 
taking up new Missions, without considerable monetary as­
sistance from the kind liberality of our English Friends.

The natural migratory disposition of the people, in a land like 
this, leading them to flock into new Townships and Settle­
ments, is a great difficulty with which our comparatively 
circumscribed cause has to contend. We name the following 
viz :—From one of our small Stations, which only enploys 
one preacher, no less than 73 members have removed during 
tlie last year and have mostly settled in a part of the country 
which we have not yet reached. From those friends earnest 
and repeated cries come for us to follow them with a Mission­
ary ; while land is offered gratis on which to build a Chapel 
and Parsonage. From many other places also we have 
calls of nearly a similar kind. We would ignore the 
least/indulgence in mere sectional feelings ; but we must 
state as a fact, that because we are unable to be diffusive ac­
cording to the demands which the progress of civil society 
over the land calls for, many from our flocks are led 
into other folds, or are scattered abroad like sheep without a 
Shepherd.

In this new country we have such a mixture of people 
from different parts of the earth, who have brought with them
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their diversified casts of character, peculiarities of habit, taste, 
and sentiment, that this, together with the thinness of the popu­
lation, and roughnes of many parts of the country, and the 
absorbing desire that prevails both among the settlers and the 
Commercial portion of the communitiy to accumulate wealth, 
surrounds us with circumstances, in many respects dissimilar 
lo those of our father land ; nevertheless amidst all this, we 

you, our aim is to be aggressive and progressive in 
our operations, and as much as possible in the same measure, 
which has charatcerized Primitive Methodism at home from 
the beginning.

Our net numerical increase is 137. While wo admit we 
need a deeper baptism of the Holy Spirit, greater heartfelt 
solicitude, and more burning zeal for the salvation of men ; 
and have cause to mourn over our comparatively small 

Yet, the many removals from our Societies to 
places where our people have no existance, have been the great 

of our increase being so limited. We need to occupy 
a much larger surface in the vast hat vest field that stretches 
before us ; but we are quite conscious, that this cannot be 
done, except very slowly, unless we receive a corresponding 
supply of men and means from your resources. Some 
denominations have had Government grants ; but it is a 
principle with us to seek no such aid, we depend upon 

monetary ability and the kind assistance rendered 
>y you, that we may be able to extend the Redeemer’s cause 
in this large and goodly land. ,

And now dear Fathers and Brethren, we beg to express a 
hope that we may continue to live in your sympathies, and 
share in your prayers and liberal support ; and our prayers for 
you shall ever be, that you may prosper more and more ; 
that you may increase in number, greatness, and usefulness ; 
that the great principles with which the Body commenced, 
and which have tended so much to its progress, may ever be 
maintained ; that God’s richest blessing may be your portion, 
and we pray also, that your coming Conference may signally 
contribute to the edification of'all present, and to the further­
ance of the good work in which you and us are engaged.

—Amen.
Hamilton, April, 1856.

(Signed on behalf of the Conference,)

JOHN DAVISON, President. 

WILLIAM ROWE, Secretary.
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FOR TIIE ENSUING YEAR.

General Missionary Secretary, W. Lawson. Esq., Hnmiltj 
Connexional Treasurer, Robert Walker, Esq., Toronto CitJ 
President of Conference', Rev. J. Davison, Galt.
Secretary of Conference, Rev. W. Rowe, London, C.W. 1

Toronto, Rev. E. Barrass, Agnes Street, Toronto City. 
Etobicoke, Rev. J. Edgar, Dumber P.O., near Clairville. I 
Markham, Rev. J. Garner, Victoria Square P.O. 
Darlington, Rev. T. Crompton, Bowmanville P.O.
Albion, Rev. J. Lacey, Bolton Village P.O.
Scarboro', Rev. R. Poulter.
Laskay, Rev. W. Lyle, Laskay P.O.
Reach, Rev. T. Foster, Epsom P.O., Ontario County. 
Kingston, Rev. J. Naîtrass, Kingston City.
Portlund, Rev. J. Simpson, Sydenham P.O., via Kingston 
Bath Road, Rev. J. Markham.
Napanee, Rev. G. Wood, Napanee P.O.
St. Vincent, Rev. R. Stevenson, Lake Shore Line P.O. 

Sydenham, Owen Sound.
Brampton, Rev. R. Boyle, Brampton. Chinguacousy. 
Hamilton, Rev. W. Stephenson, John street, l amilton Ci 
Walpole, Rev. R. Parsons, Williamsville P.O , Walpole. 
Blenheim, Rev. W. Newton, Washington P.O.
Galt, Rev. J. Davison.
Guelph, Rev. R. Paul, Guelph P.O.
Orangeville, Rev. D. Gostelow, Orangeville, via Brampton. 
Peel and Wellesley, Rev. W. Bee, Elora P.O., Wellington i 
Woodstock, Rev. W. J. Dean, Woodstock P.O.
Brantford, Rev. T. Adams, Brantford P.O. 

v-London, Rev. W. Rowe.
Brant, Rev. W. Lomas, Durham P.O.
Bosanquet, Rev. J Ryder, Pine Hill P.O.

(Signed by order and on behalf of the .Conference,)

JOHN DAVISON, President. 
WILLIAM ROWE, Secretary.
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