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RULES OF THE SOCIETY,
I. .

This Society shall be denominated The Picton
Sabbath School Society.

IT.

The efforts of the Society shall be solely direct-
ed to the promotion of the glory of God and the bene-
fit of souls, by the establishment and support of Sab-
bath Schools for the religious instruction of youth,

IT1.

The affairs of the Society shall be rfégulated by
a President, four Vice-presidents, a Treasurer, Secre-
tary, Librarian, two Collectors, and a Committee
of eight, to be annually elected. The Office-bearers
and Committee shall meet quarterly, or oftener, as bu-
sinesg may require. Five shall consttiute a quorum,

IV,

The Westminster Assembly’s Shorter Catechism
shall be taught iu all the Society’s schools; and no-
thing inconsistent with the doctrines contained in it,
shall be recognised by the Society.

V.

The meetings of the Society shall be opened and
elosed with prayer; and shall be held on second
tuesday of May, August, November, and February.
The annual meeting shall be on the second tuesday of
February, at twelve o’clock, noon.
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) 8 Any person paying two shillings and sixpence

g annually, shall be & member of the Society: And

whoever advances twenty shillings at once, shall be
a member for life. Donations to any amount will be ed
received. . . ing
: . ine
V1L ‘ a2
: _ en
The Committee shall provide a depository for e
the sale of books, and for supplying schools connect- wi
: . ed with the institution, at prime cust. i‘f
§ § T . inf
i FaE 5
S Such of the members as MAY I}e judged fit to be ; o)
teaclers, shall first be proposed to the Commitee, and o
if approved of, chall be apponted. No teacher shall ®
., Teceive any. pecuniary remuneration. ' :i:
b 1X. . ’ the
| ‘ The teachers in {he Town of Pie{ou, shall meel i hi
’ n_mmhly; and those {} roughout the distriet, as often a# 4 :f‘
ossible, to make arrangements for wutual assistance, A
to supply vacant school:, and to report to the Com- fer

mittee what may appear pecessary to promote their
mwm“o ~ . - ge
X. B kr
is|
i Y i

- The teachers shall lay before the annual meet- i
; ing of the Society, the state of the schools under their to
ith the aunual expenditure of each: ' gt

charge, together wi
q
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REPORT &e.

Benevolent and religious societies have deriv-
ed much pleasure from the reports of their proceed-
ings. The satisfaction thus experienced, is annually
increasing ; both because the societies are becoming
more numerous, and because their operations are more
energetic and useful. From a survey of both the past
and present, we may venture to hope that success
will Ee rapidly multiplied ; till the knoswledge of the
Lord cover the whole earth, Every religious society
when properly conducted, is subservient to the best
interests of men. Between the British and Foreign
Bible Society and the Picton Sabbath School Society,
a vast difference will be found to exist. While the
exertions of the one extend to the rem ofest regicns,
and 1he operations of tle other, are limited #lmost to

. a single distriet; still the latter may be equally benefi-

cial, in its own place, with the former, aud tend to
the completion of the great,designs of him who reveals
his merey to perishing men. . Pearing in mind this
truth, you will hear with pleasure tie reporl of your
Committee ; the amourit of which may be given in a
few words.

In the schools under ycur patronage there is a
general progress. The seliclirs ure advaneing in the
knowledge of the holy seriptures. Their deporiment
is becoming, and in many instanees, improving. Such
is the uniform character of the returns transmitted
to your Committee, Although none of the cémmuni-

_cations mention any signal example of reformation,

or remarkable conversion to Jesus, such as has fre-
quently occurred under similir means; still we may
rest safisfied that much good may be effected, even
where no sudden or striking result is perceptible. Be-
sides, as the schools have been only a short time in 0.
peration, the teaclers are not as yet much aceustom-
ed to record particular incidents. 1In mentioning
thege, some of the returns are much more explicit thun
others: and your Committee regard it rather as a de-
fect, that, in by far the major part, the statements are.

\
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not numerous, is extremely interesting ; both beeause

those who attend it, are exceedingly eager to improve,

and, also, because they are negroes. As they belong
to a class of the human race, too frequently despised
by those of our colour ; so they are intitled to a more
extensive share of attention from this Society.

But, whilst these particulars are of a flattering
description, your Committee have, at the same tinfe
several grounds of regret. They are sorry, that, from
some of the teachers, no returns have been made,
This circumstance has prevented them from forming
an idea, as accurately as they could have wished, re-
lative to the state oly a number of the schools under
your care. Besides, in some ifistances, fewer pupils
than formerly attend. This your Committee in so
far anticipated ; since the effect of mere novelty is
sometimés very extensive. They would ,therefore,
earnestly recommend to all the. friendg of Shbbath
Schools, to feel no discouragement. Though difficul-
ties should sometimes occur; still the motives to sur-
mount them are numerous and powerful. To  com-
municate to the young a knowledge of the fundamen-
tal prineiples of religion, to impart, by this means,
sentiments and feelings which may give a virtuous
turn during life to the character, and to qualify for
an exhibition of practice, such as shall accord with
the relations both of a good citizen and true chris-
tian, form a specimen of the objects to be kept in
view, in all the operations of this Society. Let teach-
ers excreise all due diligence in behalf of those com-
mitted to their care; and let parents embrace every
favourable opportunity of allowing their children
to derive advantage from such exertions. The more
the conduct is of this description, the more close-
ly is the example of our blessed Redeemer imitat-

ed. Of him it was predicted, that he should ga-
ther the lambs with his arms, and carry them in his
bosom: " and when he tabernacled among men, he
took little children into his arms and blessed them.
From the throne of his glory, he now issues forth
his injunction to men, Feed my lanibs. Let us,
therefore, follow his example, and obey his com-

I S s






" " the purposes of war. All such horrid customs are

" ¥ pow fallen with their idolatry, we hope, never to

" rise again. The children are instructed by pious -
1" native teachers, six males and six females, beside the
"’;?nperintendent. »  Rehold, what the=Loyd hath
ought! In this distant quarter, we find a Sun-
.da};,school, conducted by thirteen natives; where,
a few years since, the sabbath was not known. :
The other extract states the following circum-
.stance, that occurred at Newcastle in England. A
» woman called, one sunday, at the Orphan House
” Sunday school, to get some of, the teachers, to go
+” and pray with a young man who was dying; but
 not finding any upon the spot, two of the senior
- % teachers offered to go with her. On entering the
» woman’s house, they perceived a young man ly-.
/" ing in bed, evidently in the last stage of 4 con-
» sumption. His eyes were closed; and the de
” rustling in-His throat, indicated a speedy diss
" tion. . One of the teachers asked him how he felt;.
" but he made scarcely any reply. His little bro-
" ther, who had been sitting erying at the foot of
" the bed, came round to the side and said to him,
» Hereare the teachers from the Sunday school come
" to see you. New life seemed to be given to the
» dying young man, at these words: his countenance
» brightened, and he lifted up his languid eyes to
" behold the teachers. To his and their surprise, he
” recognised in them, the very persons in whose
" olass he had been, some time before, in the' Sun-
" day school. The scene was now truly delightful.
» Tears of joy flowed down the young man’s cheeks,
" when he tofd them, ( being asked how he felt his
” mind, ) that he was haE y; that he had no doubt
" of his acceptance wit Krist, upon whom alone he
" rested his hopes of tion. On the teachers ad-
"’ yerting to past ti when he was at the Sunday
" gehool, he replied, Ah! these were blessed days. It:
» was in the schoolyd first discovered that I was a
"’ sinner, and was seek the salvation of the
” soul, thr«::ﬂ its of a crucified Redeemer.
:: 1 shall p od _th ugh?'ut eternity, for the in<
struction 1 . ¥
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ANNUAL CASH ACCOUNT,

From February, lWebrimry, 1824.

/
" RECEIPTS.

Ralance in the treasury since last year, L.1
Half yearly Collections of Members,
. Collection at Annual sermon,
Robert S. Patterson,
West River Branch society, .. ....-- 4
Collection at a sermon by the Rev. D. Ross, 3
West River Ladies’ society, to constitute
the Rev. D. Ross, a life member,
Scholars of the Middle River schools, for
the same purpose
Middle River Branch Society, . ...
t River do VTR L 1

ount Tom Ladies’ society, to constitute
the Rev. Mr. M’Leod, a life member, . . .
Scotch Hill Branch soelety
Pictou juvenile Society,to constitute the
Rev. J.M‘Kinlay, a life member, . . ..
Andrew Marshall, . ... . coveee e
~ Cash from Fisher's Grant,
Do. from River John, by the Rev. John
Mitchell, . . . o o o0 0o
Do. Tatamagouche, by Mr. A. Campbell,
Do. from Cape Breton by the Rev.
Me. Millog, = - oo e8®er"
Do. Truro Society, - - =
Subscriptions &e. for printing the Report,

or Robert M‘Kay Esq. .

b from servant girls’ class,
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ANNUAL CASH ACCﬁUNT

¥rom Februarv. 1823 to February, 1 A 824,

EXPENDITURE.

-

By Bill of Exchange for L2t 0 0
Exchange - - - - 218 4
Premium at eight per Cent. S8 3

-~ 28 16

.For prinlhi the Report - - - - -
on importation of Books - - -
Balanoe in the Treasurer’s hand - - -

5 0
219
6 13

LA43 8
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