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THE LEADING
- PRODUCE HOUSE OF
THE NORTH-WEST

it you wish to obtain the highest market value for your
produce (and who does not?) and are not already on our list
ot shippors, let us enroll you, and he benefitted by our wide
connections and large experience in this line, we handle
the bulk of the produce of this province, whieh is in itself
the best recommendation of ounr fair dealings, financial
stability and intelligent methods. '
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The accompanying cut represents our New cold Storage
ﬁ " Warehouse, which is entirely under the most approved
@ system of modern refrigeration, through it's medinm we are
@ ) enabled :to bandle all kinds of-perishable merchandise under
> .7 .the most favorableconditions. We are prepared to store for
@ ~ -holders, sell on-commission or purchase ousright. :
! .. .
PAR"SON’S F RODUCE COMP’Y
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Winnipeg, Maik. ] -
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ALFRED DOLGE"
FELT SHOES

YOU MAY —~==>

. BEXIST

THEY ARE NOT A

LUXURY
pui you cannot

THEY ARE A S uﬁ C f j_’t
NECESSITY ‘W= et omio

ARTHUR GONGDON, 13 RORIE ST, WINNFPEG MAN.

@OLE AGRENT XN CANA])A

HOME GURED BUT UNENGELLED

Red Cross on a Tin of Lard, a Ham ox 2 Side of Bacon means purity
.and choice curing. The western trade ig our natural market, and.with such
goods as we are now producing we expect Lo secure all the business we
can handle, We want it and we propose to merit 1t~——-AND GET iT.

J. X - GRIFFIN & CO,

.. Pork Pa,ckers, Wmmpeg
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=7 A JOURNAL-DEVOTED TO THE FINANCIAL

MERCANTILE Ano.MANUFACTURING Y igZs
... INTERESTS OF WESTERN CANADA NCa

Winnipeg, Canada, February 24, 1896.

The Commercial

A Journal of Commerce, Industry and Finance, especially
devoted to the luterests of Westorn Canada, includ-
ing that portionot Ontarjo west of LakoSuperior,
the Provinces of Manitob2 and British

Columbia and the Territorices,

FIFTEENTH YEAR OF PUBLICATION.
ISSUED EVERY MONDAY.

—

St BSCRIFTION, £2.00 Prr ANNLY, (10 advance).

—

ApvanTisixa RATES ON APPLICATION,

Fine Book and Job Printing Departments.
2rOffice : 186 James Street East,
JAMEBS B. STEEN,
Publizher

WINNIPEG, FEBRUARY 22, 1897,

INTRODUCTORY

OME thousands of copies of this
namber of THE COMMERCIAL
will be printed for general
distribusion, in addicion to the

namber required for regular sub-
scribers. A copy of the issue will
therefore fall into the hands of many
} rsons who are not regular readers
of the jonrnal. Some whc chanco to
receive this number may wish to
koow something about the journal.
Tie CoOMNERCIAL, a8 its name implies,
is primarily a paper for business men
and other pevsons who wish to keep
informed regarding the commercial
news and general development and
resources of Western Canada. Its
columns are filled with matter per-
taining to trade, commerce, manufac-
tures, finance, insurance, mining news,
market reports, etc. Its particular

field is Western Canada, including
the vast territory lying between Lake
Superior and the Pacific Coast. While
considerable space is given to general
commerecial matters, particalar atten-
tion is given to commercial progress
and development in Western Canada.
The journal is published weekly, at
Winnipeg, Canada, and will be mailed
to any address in Canada, the United
States or Great DBritain, for $2 per
annum, (8s. 4d.) in advance,

Persons, either at home or abroad,
who wish to learn something about the
vast region known as Western Canada,
will find Tae CoMMERCIAL a valuable
and interesting paper. Its aim is to
give only reliable information about
the country. A representative of the
paper visits every settled portion of
the country at least once & yvear. The
great provinee of British Columbia is
given special attention. Each week a
budget of British Columbia matter is
given, prepared by our special re-
porters on the ground there. Thus
THE COMMERCIAL is kept in touch with
all parts of the country, and in this
way the journal has earned an en-
viable reputation for reliable infor.
mation concerning Western Canada.
Tbis paper has long been looked upon
as an authority on matters concerning
that portion of Canada west of the
great lakes of the St. Lawrence.

A great interast is now being taken
in mining matters in this country.
Western Canada possesses several
mineral districts which are now evi-
dently on the verge of an era of great
activity. The rich discoveries in gold,
silver and other metals, made during
the past yeat, have drawn much at-

tention to our mineral wealth, and
foreign as well as home capital is now
flowing in for th. development of
these natural resources. The first
wave of activity in mineral develop-
ment has already been experienced,
and during the next few years West.
ern Canada bids fair to be the centre
of the greatest mining activity any-
where in the world. In order to keep
the readers of THE COMMERCIAL posted
in legitimate mining matters, the stafl
of the journal has recently been in-
creased. Those who wish to learn
about our mineral resources and de-
velopment, will find Tre COMMERCIAL
a reliable medinm of information.

THE CoMMERCIAL is now in its
fifteenth year of publication. At the
time this paper was established, the
development of the country had just
nicely started. Railways were just
gaining a foothold in the country, and
the Great West was only beginning to
awaken to a new life. Sincethat time
great changes have taken place, and
we may safely hope for even greater
progress in the near futare,

To those who are not acquainted
with Tue CoMyERcIAL, We would say
that this journal has no political in-
terests to serve. Its polities will be
the welfare of Western Canada.
Political questions will be discussed
only in their relation to commerce and
the material interests of the country.
The aim of TeE CoMMERCIAL has been
to keep entirely free ftomthe influences
of party, creed or cligue, and the im-
partial manner in which this policy
has been carried ous, is frequently
attested by letters from and statements
of our regular readers,

,
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Rupert’s Land.

What is now considered the Canadian
Northwest was, in the early days of ex-
ploration, called by the above name, from
the date of the Hudson’s Bay Company's
charter, on the 2nd of May, 1670, The
name was given in honor of Prince Rup-
ert, the Royal head of the newly formed
company, and to the present day the name
is applied to the territory west of Lake
Superior and east of the Rocky Mount-
ains, notwithstanding the fact that prov-
inces and territories have been carved out
of the great area, since the formation of
the Canadian Confederacy in 1870,

It is not in the line of a trade journal
to follow the historical movement since
the first attempts at settlement of this
great land. Writers more able have at-
tended to that work, and the chapters and
periods are all more or less familiar to
most readers of The Commercial,

What this journal has most to do with
is the.progress of trade growth in the
country, and that progress may be said to
have commenced in reality with the en-
tering of Rupert’s Land into the Canadian
Confederation.

It is true that for nearly two hundred
years previous to Confederation the Hud-
son’s Bay Company carried on a crude
system of trade or barter with the Abor-
iginees all over the country. But the sys-
tem was so crude and so monopolistic in
its form, that it could scarcely be consid-
ered a system of progressive, or even civ-
ilized, trade. That the system had its
good points is without doubt. The com-
pany, while it sometimes sent out men of
severe and tyrannical notions as officers,
invariably sent out men who had ideas of
justice, or at least of consistency, which to
the untutored aborigines had the appear-
ance of justice, The motto of the com-
pany, meaning “Skin for Skin,” indicated
cleary the principle of equal treatment of
all which the officers of the company in-
variably observed ; and this system con-
veyed clearly to the primitive minds of
the natives the impression that they were
being treated with fairness by the:e offi-
cers.

It is astonishing what 2 hold the Hud-
son’s Bay Company’s officers had upon
the minds of the Indians of fifty years ago
as to justice. The company had no sys-
tem of chéating the simple and dealing
fairly with the cunning Indian. "The treat-
ment of its officers was alike to all, with,
of course, the interests of the company al-
ways well considered.

Under such a system, and with a poiicy
of determined opposition to free trading,
it is not astonishing that the growth of
trade was slow under the rule of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company. Even the opposition
of the Northwest Trading Company, a
powerful organization, with its headquar-
ters in Montreal, at last ended in the

amalgamation of these two corporations,”

and the exercise of their combined power
to crush out free trading in the country.
Even riotous and almost rebellious acts on
the part of the Indians and half-breeds did
not break the bonds of monopoly, fur-
trading until almost fifty years ago, if not
for the benefit of the company, was con-
sidered and proclaimed by the officers an
illicit traffic, h

Under a system like this the trade of the
country, outside of that done by the Hud-
son’s Bay Company, even in 1870, when
Confederation became a fact, amounted to
very little, and Fort Garry, now the City
of Winnipeg, in the fall of that year had
not more thin a dozen small tradesmen's
establishments, and a populdtion of 'not
more than 250 people. .

In 1870, besides the village which clus-
tered around Fort Garry, and which has
since developed into the busy City of
Winnipeg, therc were no other centres of
population in Rupert's Land, excepting a
small settlement around the locality where
the thriving town of Portage Ia Prairie
now stands. Only at points throughout
thes country, where Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany’s posts existed, were there even vil-
lages of the half-breeds and native whitcs.
Even farming, on a soil so rich as could'
he found anywhere, was carried on to a
very limited extent, so limited that, with
the influx of settlement which followed
the entry into Confederation, the local
food product supply was altogether inade-
quate for local wants for several years, and
heavy importaiions from the south and
east had to b: made.

Rupert’s Land, therefore, up t¢ its en-
try into Confederation, was a country
practically preserved for the Indian and
the operations of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany.

The Canadlg Northwest.

The above caption is the modern name
of Rupert’s Land, with the portion of
Western Ontario from Lake Superior to
the eastern Manitoba Boundary added to
the area of the latter. This great land
has probably more varied resources than
any country of equal area in the whole
world. Nor is it without a history, al-
though as a mere commercial recorder the
writer has not much to do with that.

The portion of the great arex east of
the Red River Valley is probably one of
the greatest fields for geological study in
America, and as yet its geological peculi-
arities, and, it might be truly said, eccen-
tricities, have furnished many a knotty
problenr for the student of that science.
Over these thousands of square miles of
country in the volcanic ages there seems
to have been a seething anarchial up-
heaval, which in some places has left the
granite formation away above all others,
while close beside can be found stretches
where the granite is buried deep beneath
the depository. Fertility is certainly not
one of the features of this country, for its

THE COMMERCIAL-—-SUPPLEMENTARY NUMBER

bread-producing power is limited to nar.
row streaks and small patches of allusay
soil, ‘usually far apart, and nowhere «x.
tensive or possesting the great richr <
for agricultural ptirposes- so general inthe
broad "prairie land stretching to the w. st
ward from the-Red River Valley,

Until within the last quarier of a ccu.
tury, the timber resources of the coumry
were considered its only wealth, unles. 1y
fur products, and the abundance of fish 10
be found in its island-dotted lakes. 1y
the past centuries it was never looked
upon as a land for white seitlement, and
was merely the pathway through which
French enterprise advanced westward from
the St. Lawrente Valley to meet and con.
tend with the British enterprise under the

‘control of the Hudson's Bay Compny,

which' foiind its way into the great prarie
country through the Hudson Bay and
the streams which flow into it from the
south.

Even the history of this country is little
more than a succession of squabbles and
sanguinary encolunters between the agents
of the rival fur trading organizations ;
and the portion of history furnished by the
Indian inhabitants is daubed with cqua'ly
sanguinary details. It was at the Lake of
the Woods, the Lac Christineaux of the
last century, that the westward advance o1
the warlike Chippewa Indians, with the
trail of blood and butchery which follow-
ed it, came to a permanent halt. For,
after exterminating numerous other tribes
of Indians in their westward progress
through lake and river land in their well-
handled canoes, the Chippewas found
themselves powerless to advance into the
great “yellow Iand,” as they cailed the
prairie land of the west, for there the
mounted Sioux bands were mrare than their
match at war on the level plain.  The
western portion of this land was, there
fore, the battle-ground for supremacy in
the past between both whites and Indians,

Up to about thirty years ago, therciore,
the country from Lake Superior to the
eastern regions of the Red River Valley
was practically without settlement. The
outlet at Fort William, the lake post of
the fur-trading interests, was the only vil-
lage of settlers, and only a number of fur-
trading posts existed west of that place.
this great stretch of country was so long

It is singular how the mineral wealth of
kept from the work of the miner, and the
great timber wealth, which was so well-
known was so long in being broken upon
by the lumbermen. A railway across the
country from cast to west has built up
quite a number of smaller industrial points,
while at Rat Portage, on the Lake of the
Woods, and the adjoinng town of Kee-
watin, the combined population of the
present day numters between 6,010 and
7,000, and is rapidly increasing as the gold
fields of the Lake of the Woods are being
prospected ind developed. However, the
mining and lumbering interests of this re-
gion are treated of elsewhere in this pube
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lication, and peed not be referred to at
length here. Sufficient to say that this
barren looking country, which was fifty
years ago copsidered unfit for white settle-
ment now comntains a population of nearly
a5 min, 7,000 of which is met with at the
gateway to the country in the thriving
towns of Port Arthur and Fort William.
\What the population may reach in five
years more, with a period of cnergetic
munmg enterprise selting i, is hard to
say  One hundred thousand may not be
beyond the mark.

But we leave this rocky, timber-covered
country,with all its undeveloped and large-
Iy undiscovered mineral wealth, and cnter
the great prairie country at the Red River
Valley, and here we have a country of un-
bounded wealth as a food-producing land.
It is estimated that, in the fertile belt
stretching from the Red River Valley to
the Rocky Mountains, there are not less
than four hundred millions of acres of
lands rich in agricultural advantages, and
capable, if cultivated, of producing bread
for nearly the whole universe, and yet the
agricultural development of this great land
only commenced about a quarter of a
century ago, and until sixteen ycars ago,
when railway communication with the out-
side world was secured, the progress of
agriculture Was necessarily very slow.
This great land in 1870 contained a po_u-
lation, outside of Indians, of less than three
thogsand, and to-day it contains thres
hundred thausand. In 1870 it was a vast
unorganized waste so far as government
was concerned, with the exception of the
hundred miles square around the mouth of
the Red River, which was the old Pr¢
vince of Manitoba, before its boundarics
were cnlarged. Only onc place worthy the
name of a town then existed, namely, Fort
Garry, with 250 people. Now the Ci'y of
Winnipeg had a population of about 40,-
020, several other cities of 5,000 have
sprung up, and there are altogether some
twenty points where a town or city of over
1,000 people can be found.  Such is the
Canadian Northwest at the preseat date,
and of the influecnces which have been at
work in this record of progress more will
be found in this publication.

The City of Winnipeg.

Although the Hudson's Bay Co. have
had a post at Fort Garry, in the southern
part of the city, since the year 1812, the
history of Winnigeg as a town dates back
only to 1870, when Sir Garnet Wo'seley
crushed the Reil-O'Donahue rebe'lion. In
the spring of that year the business places
in he village of Fort Garry numbered
eighteen, and the total buildings outside of
the fort, twenty-eight, while the census re-
turns in the fall showed a total population
of 215 outside of the military stationed in
the place. The manufacturing institutions
were a tannery and a harness shop, From

this year forward it became a fixel belief
among the people of the place that it was
going to advamnce to a city of some import-
ance in a comparatively small number of
years, and that Manitoba was destined to
be a rich, populous and prospcrous prov-
ince. Faith in the place soon spread to
the cast, and in the fall of 1872 the Mer-
chants’ Bank established the first branch
of a chartered bank, and from this onward
castern capital began to be freely invested
in the town and province.

it is not neccessary for.us to follow min-
utely the additions of new indusiries to
the city during the next few years, Suf-
ficient to say that Winnipeg’s industrial
progress was steady, although not rapid,
and in 1874, the year in which the city was
incorporated, the number of buildings
within her limits was over nine hundced,
twenty-seven of which were occupied by
manufacturing industries, over onc hun-
dred by mercantile concerns, and the bal-
aace as offices, hotels, board.ng housss,
dwellings, and so forth. The popu'ation
of the crry was about three thousand sevan
hand-cd, und the value of property assess-
ed within its limits $2,076,018.

Notwithstanding the terrible convulsions
that shook the whole monetary system of
America and Europe during the years 1873
and 1874, the year of 1875 opecned with
bright prospects for the city of Winnipeg
and the Province of Manitoba. Trun it
is that foreign capital did not come ireely
to assist in their development during that
year and in 187G, but the residents of the
ctty were now convinced that it had a
great future, and showed that they had ea-
terprise enough to give material aid in the
great work.  The number of new entor-
prises were not so numerous as during
1874,but older business men were fast add-
ing to their trade. The most valuable ad-
dition to the machinery of business was
the cstablishment of the Ontario Bank
branch, The Red River had five passen-
ger and three fright stcamboats plying
upon it, whereas only one made occasional
trips five yecars previously. The work of
city improvement had also been going on
apace. That summer a new city hall had
been erccted, and other corporaton ex-
penditures added to the price of its con-
struction, made a total of nearly $90,000.
The value of imports at the port of Win-
nipeg for the year ending June 30th,1875,
not including goods from Canada, was
$1,248,309 ; the cxports for the same per-
iod were valued for $588,958, and the dut-
ies collected $171,430.76. The value of as-
sessed property was §2,762,414, and the
population of the city numbered about
5,000.

In 1876 the city's progress in commer-
cial and industrial affairs vwas steady, and
that year two fouring mills w.r: coa-
structed, which had an aggregate capacity
of nearly 400 barrels per day. The popu-
lation made material gain, and the value

of property assessed that year was $3,081,-
885.

In the year 1877 the first determined ef-
forts for railway communication with the
castern world and through the province
were made, and as early as February of
that yecar the citizens offered a bonus of
$200,000 to any company that would con-
struct a railway from the city to the west-
ern boundary of the province, but it was
not until ncar the close of the following
vear that the St. Vincent branch of the
C P. R, conncct:ng with the St. Paul,
Minneapolis & Manitoba Ralway at that
city, was completed, and through rail com-
munication to the castern portion of the
continent sccured. That year the popula-
tion of the city increased to about 6,500,
the value of property to a httle over 8,-
000,000, The tax receipts amounted to
$67,178.68, and the civic expenditure to
$55,569.07.

In 1879 progress was very rapid, owing
to the impetus which railway communica-
tion gave to husiness, and by the close of
the yecar the population had increased to
8,000, and the value of assessed property
to $3,415,065.

During 1830 the city’s progress was un-
nsually rapid, and her population increass
ed with amazing rapidity, being, at least,
12,000 by mid-summer, while the valuation
of assessed property was fixed at $4,006,-
160. By the close of the year railway
communication was complete to Rat Port-
age on the cast and Portage la Prairie on
the west,

With the year 1881 the famous Winni-
peg boom set in, and the state of inflation
reached before its close can be better re-
smembered by those who were resident
here, than described now that it is past.
“here can be no doubt, but the city and
surrounding country made during that
vear unprecedented progress of a lasting
description, and the influx of actual settlers
who had come to remain in the North-
west, and grow up with it, was immeasur-
ably greater than that of any preceding
year, The boom, thercfore, although
carried to the most crazy excess, was not
a bubble without substance. The ener-
getic manner which the C P. R. syndicate
commenced the work of railway extension,
which up to that year had heen carried
on in a ualf-hearted and irresolute man-
ner by the Dominion Government, gave
an impetus to the boom, and in a few
months inflation was at its height, and
penetrated every branch of business more
or less. Prices of goods in mercantile
lines were inflated as well as real estate,
and money seemed to purchase very little
of anything. Before the close of the year
the city's population had reached nearly
20,000, some 5,000 of which were floating
idlers attracted by the speculative mania.

An index to the enormous increase in
the general business of the city is to be
found in the following statistics, which we
take from a work published early in 1882,
catitled “Winnipeg and Her Industries.”
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Chartered bank branches in city, 9;
Joan companies doing business, 8 ; manu-
facturing concerns, 39 ; wholesale mercan-
tile concerns, 50 ; retail, 170 ; miscellan-
cous trading, 104,

_Volume of wholesale trade, 1881.$6,236,000
Volume of retail trade, 1881.... 5,908,000
Manufacturing, including trades-

men, 1881 .....ciiiivivinen.. 6,676,000
Miscellaneous, 1881 ............ 1,300,000
Estimated loans at close of 1881. 4,900,000

Although with the opening of 1882 the
inflation in real estate collapsed, that year
was by no means one of depression in
Winnipeg.  Quite a large number of
mercantile and manufecturing undertak-
ings were set on foot in the city, and the
floating population seemed during the
summer rather to increase than decrease ;
so much so, that in the month of July
there were over 25,000 persons in the city,
and several thousands of these lived in
tents during the summer months. The
resident population and number of busi-
ness concerns had increased so rapidly
during the fall and winter of 1881, that
people were contented, and in many cases
thankful, to carry on business and reside
in shed-like buildings, many of whicli
could scarcely be rented now for stables.
With the opening of spring, 1882, the work
of constructing buildings of a more sub-
stantial nature commenced in earnest, and
they did not require to be built on specu-
lation, as the majority of them were leased
by intending tenants before construction
had proceeded very far, and sometimes
before it had commenced. The real estate
boom was thus succeeded by something
like a building boom, and there were stili
many persons living in the city who firmly
believed that the collapse of the former
was only temporary, and that a return of

Jinflated prices was only a matter of a few
months, or a yea. at most.

The rapid construction, both eastward
and westward, of the Canadian Pacific
Railway also brought a large floating, and
by no means impecunious, population to
the city ; so that altogether 1882 was by
no means a dull year in mercantile cir-
cles, and, could reliable figures have been
reached, it would no doubt have shown
an aggregate of business done fully as
great as that of 1881, Still, the state of
trade was far from being healthy., Infla-
tion permeated every branch, and the cost
of living was so high that shrewd business
men could see plainly what a revolution
was necessary before a normal state of af-
fairs could be reached. Hundreds of im-
migrants were weekly passing through the
city to seek homes farther west; but its
reputation for extortionate charges had
been told and magnified to them, and they
passed through it as rapidly, and with as
little delay, as if it were a plague-stricken
district through which they must pass, but
in which they need not linger.

The business done in the city in 1882
may be guessed at, if not reached, by the
Customs statement of imports and duties

collected, which was as follows :—
Goods imported (dutiable)...$0,402,158.00
Goods imported (free) ...... 1,768,820.00

Total imported ..........4$8,170,978.00
Goods entered for consumption

(dutiable) ..vvvvironennes 87,454,221.00
Goods entered for consymption

(ree) vvvviiennienaesensss 1,968,820.00

Total for consumption ..$9,223,051.00
Duty collected ........00....$1,685456.96
Goods entered for exporta-

HON iiiviiienraiens ooe..$ 472,021.00

Notwithstanding these figures,symptoms
of the coming reaction were felt towards
the close of the year. A number of the
smaller business men of the city found
themselves hopelessly tangled with real es-
tate speculations, and when the opening of
1883 was reached, it was found that the
year just passed through, unlike the two
immediately preceding it, had an insol-
vency record, there having been in the
city 19 failures, with aggregate liabilities
of $201,000, the figures for the whole
Northwest being : Insolvencies, 28 ; lia-
bilities, $200,000,

It would not be out of place to call 1883
the year of crash in Winnipeg's history.
As it wore on, the work oftseparating
legitimate trade from speculation pro-
gressed, and the process was anything but
helpful to the former. The fact forced it-
self gradually upon the most unwilling
minds, that the collapse of real estate
speculation was to be permanent, and men
who, early in 1882, were ranked.as
wealthy, entered upon 1883 with banke
ruptey staring them in the face.

That contraction should follow inflation
is accepted as an axiom of commerce by
many, and it was certainly the experience
of the city of Winnipeg in 1883 ; and the
city was only an index of the unsafe state
of affuirs all over the Northwest. When
the 1st of April was reached, it was founa
that there had been 47 failures in the
Northwest, and nearly one-half of the
number in Winnipeg during the first quar-
ter of the year ; and the gross liabilities of
the 47 exceeded $400,000. During the sec-
ond quarter the depression became deeper,
and 45 failures were recorded, with gross
liabilities of $596,000. The month of July
was entered upon with a dread of panic-
hanging over the country, and business
men who were weak financially soon found
it impossible to stand the pressure. Banks
and other financial institutions which had
encouraged and fostered the reckless in-
flation of boom days, were now merciless-
ly exacting in their demands, and many a
man, who in a more confident state of
trade could have weathered the pressure
with honor, was forced to insolvency.
Nevertheless, the number of men who
reached failure through purely trade mis-
fortunes was singularly small, over 90 per
cent. of the insolvents having succumbed
to the pressure of a real estate or other
speculative deal. There can be no doubt

that a tremor ran through th: whole f1h-
ric of Northwestern trade when the hyg;.
ness misfortunes of the third quarter of
the year were published, showing 87 fail.
ures, with aggregate liabilities of #1138,
000 ; and, as before, the city of Winnipeg
had its full proportion of this crash. De.
pression then seemed to have spent itg
force ; and, although the last quarter of
1883 was one of great stringency, compar-
ative safety had evidently been reached,
and the number of failurés dropped to 33,
and their aggregate liabilities to $415.000,
The Northwestern failures in 1833 \yege
thus 232 in umber, and their aggregate lia.
bilities amounted to $2,869,000; while the
proportion comtributed by Winnipeg wqs
101 failures, with aggregate liabilitics ¢*
£1,750,000,

While trade was making this black re.
cord, a great revolution had been going
on in other affairs in the city. Specu.
lative extortioners had been nearly gl
swamped in the crash, and rents of busi-
ness buildings and residences dropped
gradually down, until in the opening of
1884 they were at less than half their boom
prices. Speculators who had figured upon
cornering markets in necessaries of life
produced at home, were sadly disappoint-
ed, and the price of almost every com-
modity included in what is termed living
declined rapidly in value, so that 1884 was
entered upon with everything connected
with trade affairs in a healthy, if not a
prosperous state, and as 2 natural conse-
quence solid, if not rapid, progress was
made during the year, as is shown by the
following figures taken from a statistical
report of the city’s trade as presented to
the Winnipeg Board of Trade, at its an-
nual meeting, held on February 3rd, 188:
Trading institutions of every class.... 913

Wholesale mercantile houses ........ ]
Retail mercantile houses ............ 408
Manufacturing houses .............. 161
Miscellaneous houses .............. 262

BUSINESS DONE IN 1884,
Wholesale mercantile .........$14,220,008

Retail mercantile ...vovevn.o. 58006)
Manufacturing,contracting and

building (not included in mer-

cantile) ........ ceecrsaees 2,050,000
Miscellaneotts ..ovuvey ona.. . 500,000

Total cuvviine cuvncones. $23,079,608
Value of imports ......c.....$2,239,611.00
Customs duties collected .... 50951681

In 1885 business in Winnipeg made con-
siderable progress, although the outbreak
of the rebellion in the far Northwest made
a bad interruption, and just as the spring
was about to open up, and the prospect
looked brighter than it had done for four
years, military preparations for crushing
the rising occupied the attention mord
than business, and completely staggered
many branches of trade.  For weeks in
March and April the sound of the bugle
was more familiar than the clang of the
hammer, and by the close of the latter
month the city had sent to the front some



S ST S

o e e

a0 ‘ )
% 8 MASSEY-HARRIS @@@;
| s BICYCLES k2 S
%@ > N g Now ready for the Northwest > 3@3}
z@/@ § z; - Market. @E
= 8 = 2y | ' 2 U
2 2 [ p) | e De
. g kS %% 3 g; .
@@ @ QL GZ‘E» @g
' LEADING LINES \ = < 3 [T @%
(AR S Z Y, )}

R > x| e
@g and Ball Bearings ; m % = l @@
@g MF?LX%S;SROHH ™ ; m\ . - § g I @g
= and Ball Baanngs — o =ty woog @i@
o namm a2mE= [ | = i L
@{[@ SEEDERS o7 ~< - ) > @I@
=5l OULTIVATORS el s 9 %
@_@)} P;fgog;;d in 1896 2 > = B & @@
) HARROWS > : B 70 5 © j @Y@
| Zox e (£
@9@; FANNIN(;I . = w g 5 m o=
= i @ )
@ SLEIGHS mz w % B — .@)gl
@ \ ¢y - , [ o %

@ STRA?}VUTTERS - @ :d; o o o P (D @g
N < #e 3 5 & @@
lg roneons > @i g <
:@;C%‘; THRESHERS ‘ é.z 5'0%5 :E":% 5 g 0 %%
@@ RN . \g ml" g,s w O IO
- E ¢ *; . 09
L L.t oy
%@g g g % "18IHIIH 3HL ‘30vHY 3N0 ﬁ g%
| ::° SETIDOAQIA o
@ 2 SIHUAVH-AZISSYIN . @E}

\\

(%]
b )
=)

\

]

| UEiEbEhis e e e En BE ORI Sl



Martin, Mitchell & Co.

Grain . .
Exporters . .

Connections with the East and Europe,
and all other arrangements and facilities for

handling every variety of Northwestern
grain,

Orrice: Graty Excraxce Brinbpize,

Manitoba.

Winnipeg,

N. BEWLE, _~
(rain

| Merchant

-*

]

OFFICE : GRAIN EXCHANGE,

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA
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R.D. MARTIN & CO,,

GRAIN MERCHANTS,

Room 22 Crain Fxchange

Winnipeg.
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R. P. ROBLIN,

GRAIN SHIPPER.

Room 2 Grain Exchange,

Winnipeg
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S. A. McGaw,

DEALER 1IN

WHEAT
0ATS
BARLEY

ard all kinds of GRAIN

-
-
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)
.
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Bayers at ali principal points in Manitoba and Nerthwest,

Office: GRAIN EXCHANGE, WINNIPEG.
Correspondence solicited.

RoOBT. MUIR & Cbl

MILLERS and
GRAIN DEALERS

OFFICE, WISNIPEG. MILLS, GLADSTONL,

Manufacture best grades

() of Patent and Strong Bakers N
? Flours from choice Manitoba  T§<

Hard Whaeat.

We do not claim to make a better flour than other willere
do, but wo will guaranteo it to be cqual to the best.

Weinvito comparison with the beat flours you can 11l
tho market. Cash buyers will consult their best interes by
opening & correspondence with us. '

We are Grain Doalers and Shippers of

YWHEAT,

OATHS,
BARLIEY.
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Engraced from Lhoto by S.

Gray, Finnipeg



The Consﬂi‘)—]?idated Statioﬂéry (0, Ltd

SOLE AGENTS FOR THE M®DAL BRAND ROOFING PAPERS

New Wall ¢ . SPORTING!
Papers,  © . G00DS
& : B
Balls, Marbles ¢ Trade % of every
&2
& 155
1551 &

Tops, ete. description

STATIONERY, SCHOOL BOOKS, WRAPUING and PRINTING PAPERS
BAGS, PIPES and GENERAL SUNDRIES

%1 Princess Street, = = = WINNIPEG
VAT 7 ®5% )

=== ' {Donald Fraser &Co
BADMINGTON ——

MEN'S, BOYS, YOUTHS
CHILDREN'S

(LATE MANOR BOUSE)

VANCOUVER, ‘B.C.
oo
e Slothing
Rates, $2.00 to $2.50 per Day :
Strictly first-class 1

,,,}{o. ImrorTERS oF HaTs, Cars AND MEN'S FURNISRINGS

LiBERAL DISCOUNTS
A Special feature of this Hotel is a reliable and

representative Ore Cabinet containing sam-

ples of the various ores of British Columbia CLOSE PRICES WINNIP Eﬂ, MAN”UBA.

1
properly named . :h -
Q,@v- E% 2 ES ;‘
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Monitor Press Drills | ~a - |

3 “;;'-.:;" /- a
Deere Gangs

1n 4 Differont Styles

Deere Sulkies

7 Styles

Repairs for Advanes,
Gass & Waterloo Threshers

Alsv a foll stock of Bepairs for
Maxwel]l & Walter A. Wood
Harvesting Machinery

i2 to 24 SHOE

TLese Drills coutinve to lead in imp eveents,
Seo tho '97 Machine before purchasing. Rear lift, rear
pressure on shoes, forco feed, eotc., besides being very
:  light draft, strong and durable

John Deere Plows

DEERE PLOWS fur working and
weering qualities aro- unequalled

Wilkinson Plows

American Advance Threshers
Garriages and Sleighs

Tae Iivestr aND Mosr EXTENSIVE
Live 1y THE NORTHWEST......
e

T OEX [T TS

\[ FAIRGHILD G0, tm.

Wholesale and Retail Dealirs
WINNIPEG, - - MAN.

Deere Bwycles

6 MOODELS 3 CRADES
$65, $85 and $100

Write for Agency for this papular Americas
Wheel if we are not already representel s
sour Territory

CATALOGUE S8ENT FOR THE ASKING

024 202 2% % %7
o

Gold Mining
Without Tools

é WE HAVE THE MOST COM-

0 2% 2% %Y

IS IMPOSSIBLE .

HARDWARE,

PLETE STOCK OF GENERAL

BLACKSMITHING, |

ARD MINING TOOLS

In Canada
J.H.ASHDOWN, -



8000 men as soldiers, teamsters, transport
men and other branches of the service.
Such an exodus had a very bad efect
upon the retail trade of the city, there be-
ing ~o many less to supply with the neces-
santes of life, not to mention the comforts
and luxuries, .

On industrial affairs the effect was also
wnfavarable, and so many ardsans went to
the iront, that quite a few manufacturing
concerns were practically at a standstill for
three or four months.

Of the wholesale trade, after the first
shocl: was over, the effect was not so un-
favorable, although the lines dependent
upon building and contracting suffered
very severely, as no building was under-
taken until after midsummer, and heavy
undertakings of every kind were post-
poncd until after the return of the troops
from the front.

The year 1885 closed with 87 houses in
Winnipeg which did more or less of a
wholesale or jobbing business, which
shows an increase of twelve over the figs
ures of 1884, There were no new concerns
starte¢ during the year, but fourteen add-
¢d jobbing to their retail trade, while
two wholesale concerns went out of busi-_
ness.

The 87 were divided as follows: In
grain, grain products and milling, 9; in
groceries and provisions, 16; in dry goods,
and clothing, 8; in lumber and lumber
manufactures, including furniture, 12; in
hardware, metals and stoves, 10 ; in farm
machinery, 7 ; in boots and shoes, harness
and leather goads, 4; and miscellancous,
19

In 1881 the grocery and provision trade
showed the largest aggregate of business,
but this year it had to give place to grain,
grain product and milling, which came to
the iront with an aggregate business of
3518452, divided as follows: Wheat,
3455400 bushels, at a cost of $2,033,600 ;
oats, 599,450 bushels at a cost of $253,860 ;
barley, flax and other grains and seeds to
a value of $141,100 ; flour, 474,160 bags at
a value of §923,802 ; oatmeal, bran, shorts,
chopped grain and other grain products of
a value of $£160,000.

Groceries and provisions, although tak-
ing a second place during 1885, showed an
increase in aggregate over 1884, and fig-
vred up to $3,397,846. )

The third in the list in 1884 +ras the
lumber trade, but in 1885, that place was
taken by dry goods and clothing, with an
aggregate business of $1,594,450.

Lumber and timber manufactures took
the fourth place with an aggregate of §1,-
%1000, and were very closcly followed
by hardware, metals and stoves with a
total of $1,226,000.

Farm machinery took the sixth place
with a total of $1,064,327, while there is
quite 3 wide gap between that and the
next on the list, namely, boots and shoes,
harness and leather goods, which footed
up to §17,000,

. e COMMBERCIAL—SUPPLEMENTARY NUMBER

The remaining nineteen houses weie
spread over a number of branches, includ-
ing paints and oils, stationery, crockery
and glassware, wines and hquors, fruits,
etc., and they showed an aggregate busi-
uess for the year of $1,263,000.

Thus the aggregate wholesale trade of
the year footed up to $13.848,075. or

$372,023 short of that of 1834, which reach-

ed $14,220,008.

This deficiency was made up as follows :
Lumber showed a decrease of $1,302,300 ;
hardware, of $277,273 ; farm machinery, of
$£89,200 ; and boots and shoces. harness and
leather goods, of 333,500 ; making = total
of $1,652,323 in these four branches.

On the other hand, the grain and mill-
ing business showed an increase of M62,-
932 ; groceries and provisions, of $243,500:
dry goods, of $£5,450, and miscellancous
lines of $458,400, giving a total increase of
all lines of $1,280,282,

The year 1886 was one of general pros-
perity, and the figures of the city's trade.
as reported at the annual meeting were for
the year :—

Wholesale mercantile ......... $15,695,356
Retail mercantile ....c...o..... 6,000,000
Unclassified .......... ........ 1,750,000
Building .......... c.eiilL, 462,000
Manufactures not included in
mercantile ........ ..., eeee 1,262,000
Total .....coc.outt. et $25,169,356

The year 1887 was a year of unusual
prosperity in the Northwest, the crop be-
ing the finest on record, and the average
yield the heaviest. The exports {from Man-
itoha for that year, according to an csti-
mate carefully compiled for the Winnipeg
Board of Trade, had a value of nearly
$11,000,000, the wheat export alone being
over 10,000,000 bushels.

It is ncedless to follow this up year after
year. Winnipeg's progress has been phe-
nomenal for the past ten years, and if
during the past two years of depression it
has bLeen slower than usual, it has been
steady always, while the city as a place of
residence has improved wonderfully dur-
ing the past three or four years.

From the year 1882 to 1891 Winnipeg's
progress was steady and in the right direc-
tion, and when the crash of 1892-3 over
the Western States came on. there was
but little trouble throughout Manitoba or
the Northwest Territories. No inflation
of any kind existed in the country, and the
depression, which was general, caused no
crafh, It came upon a country down to
strict principles of cconowmy, and broke
harmlessly, like a wave upon a rocky
beach. One local bank went to the wall,
but its failure scarcely afected the com-
mercial affairs of the city and surrounding
country. :

The following compilation of business
figures, made by the writer at the close of
184, shows how the prosperity of Winni-
peg went steadily on, while crash and ruin

came to many localities in the States
south.

There are in Winnipeg at present about
1,160 places of business,  First among
these we mention the banks, as follows :
The Bank of Montreal, The Bank of Com-
merce, The Bank of British North- Awmer-
ica, The Merchants' Bank, The Imperial
Bank of Canada, The Bank of Ottawa,
The Molson’s Bank, The Union Bank of
Canada, The Bangue de Hochelaga, The
Bangue Nationale, and the private bank-
ing firm of Alloway & Champion. Nearly
one-half of the chartered banks of Canada
are thus represented in the city.

There are in the city, including the grain
and niilling firms, over one hundred
houses doing a wholesale or jobbing busi-
ness, whose aggregate annual turn-over
must exceed 320,000,000. The lines repre-
sented are dry goods, groceries, hardware,
clothing, boots and shoes, farm machin-
cry, provisions, and {arm produce, fruit,
crockery and glassware and furniture.

There are in the city over one hundred
manufacturing institutions, a large number
being small ones representing industries
that will yet assume large proportions.
The iron and metatl industry stands first, if
we except flour milling, which shows the
largest turnover, although it does not fur-
nish the most employment. Two brewer-
ies do an extensive business all over the
Northwest ; three cigar factories now em-
ploy over one hundred hands, while the
harness and saddlery industry employs
about eighty. Saw and planing mills em-
ploy about one hundred and ten hands,
and the furniture and upholstery business
over forty hands, while the manufacture
of tents, awnings. mattresses and such like
cuiploy over sixty. The Canadian Pacific
and Northern Pacific shops, with the train
hands, clerks and other employees, keep
located in the city over seven hundred
hands, so that there is altogther in Winni-
pegs quite a heavy demand for skilled
mechanical labor of differem kinds.

The press of the city comprises three
daily papers, onc morning and two even-
ing, any of which for size, varicty of news
and ability in conduct, could hold their
own with the publications of large castern
cities.  There are eight weekly papers
published. onc being in the German, and
two in the Icelandic language. There are
six monthlies published also, which makes
up the entire press of the city.

There are thirteen different loan and
tmortgage companies doing business in
Winnipeg,while several insurance compan-
jes and other corporations have agencies
here and heavy investments in real estate
mortgages. The aggregate funds out at
interest by these corporations amounted
to. a year ago, over $£16,000,000, not to
mention the loans of that class made by
private partics.

There are over six hundred retail insti-

tutions in Winnipeg, representing almost
every line of business, while some of the
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leading stores would hold their own in
magnitude with those of leading eastern
cities,

The balance of the business institutions
are made up of real estate and land com-
panies, offices of commission agents, or
those representing eastern, United States
and European manufacturers, fire and life
insurance agencies, and a number of other
lines, too various to be enumerated.

Such is the business structure of the
City of Winnipeg at present, and while
the present general depression prevents
anything of a booming activity from exist-
ing, the state of business is decidedly
healthy,

Through the year 1895, when the low-
est recorded prices of agriculture ever
reached on this continent prevailed, it is
needless to say that Winnipeg, the com-
mercial centre of a great agricultural coun-
try, felt the depression. Nevertheless
there was no commercial depression worthy
of note, and insolvencies in Manitoba were
few, far between, and not of any magni-
tude.  Although prices of all products
were unprecedentedly low, the crops ofall
kinds of grain in the province were praob-
ably the heaviest ever reaped in any coun-
try, and, instead of the country and city
going backwards, genuine progress in
prosperity was made.

In summing up the export results of the
crop of 1895, “The Commercial” last spring
published an article, going minutely into
details of every class of goods shippea
out of the country, making a conservative
value of the same. From this article we
quote the following paragraphs, as they
are condensed, and carry their full mean-
ing in small space:

The first article of export is wheat. Up
to the close of navigation in grain and
flour, our wheat exports amounted to
13,578,024 bushels, which at an average
value of 32 cents a bushel (a very low
figure to fix), would have a value of $4,-
344,967.68 To this has to be added near-
1y 8,000,000 bushels which have since come
to market, and the bulk of which is stilt
held in store awaiting the opening of lake
navigation. At lcast 8,000.000 bushels
more are held by our farmers, making 16,-
000,000 bushels still to export, for which a
much better price is forthcoming under an
improved state of markets, and may be
calculated at least at 45 cents a bushel, or
a total value of $7,200,000, thus making
the value of the total wheat export $11,-
544,967.68.

Of coarse grains the West has at least
12,500,000 bushels for export from last
crop, the -bulk of which is still in the
hands of farmers, who would not sell at
the abnormally low prices which have pre-
vailed all winter. The insufficiency of cle-
vator storage, even for wheat, has kept
these grains from being shipped to lake
ports for storage, and as a consequence
the bulk of the crop is still in the hands of
farmers. It is 2 moderate estimate to

value these rough grains and the oatmeal
available for export at $1,600,000,

The export of flax seed will exceed 1,-
000,000 bushels, and the price will average
fully G5c. a bushel all round, making a
total value of $650,000.

The exports of live stock for® 1895
reaclied 50,000 head of cattle at an aggre-
gate value of $1,850,000, or $37 a lhead;

- sheep, 15,000 head at $3 cach, total $45,-

000 ; hogs, 15,000 at ¢8 cach, total $120,-
000, and hurses, 400 at $30, a total of $20,-
000, making a total live stock export value
of $2,035,000,

The fish exports from Lake Winnipeg
for the past year aggregaté in value about
2250,000, and those from other lakes about
%30,000, or a total of $300,000.

The make of dairy products for the year
are as follows : Cheese, 1,553,492 pounds,
with an export of creamery butter mostly
from the factories, making a combined
value of $192,823. Of dziry butter, 1,233,-
440 pounds were exported, value $131,353,
or a total export of dairy products of
$324,176.

Of raw hides, 50,000 werc exported, hav-
ing a value of over $100,000, while the ex-
port of furs rarely comes under $1,000,000
in value any year, and this ydar may safe-
ly be put down at that figure.

There is another range of varied ex-
ports, which it is very difficult to classify.
Our wool crop of the past year, an ab-
normally heavy one, pelts, tallow, 230,000
pounds of medicinal roots, and several
other unimportant items which will ag-
gregate in the neighborhood of $200,000.

After allowing $200,000 as the value of
items to be overlooked, the article above
quoted from reaches a grand total of $15,-
269,143.68, which does not include the coal
exports of Alberta,the exports of precious
metals, and other lines, regarding which
could not be reached. A country, with a
population of less than 300,000 could not
but make progress under such circum-
stances, and its commercial centre soul?
not but share in that progress.

Winuipeg to-day is a prosperous and
progressive commercial city of over 40,000
population, as noted above. The city is
distinctly a commercial centre, as distin-
guished from a manufacturing town. While
manufacturing has made some progress
here, it is'primarily the jobbing trade of
the city which has distinguishe { Winnipex
as the most important citv of Western
Canada. The influence and trade of Win-
nipeg’s jobbing houses extends allgover
Western Canada, from Lake Superior to
the Coast. Every branch of trade is re-
presented among the mercantile houses of
the city. In dry goods, clothing, fancy
goods, and other textile lines, stationery,
hardware, paints, and kindred branches,
boofs and shoes, furs, hats and caps, gro-
ceries, provisions, fruits, leather, building
supplies, crockery, farm and other machin-
ery, and in fact all lincs, there are large
and responsible houses catering to the

trade of this western country,

The grain trade is a branch by itself,
and in that line we may say that cyep.
cights of the grain trade of the V. .y
handled by firms having their he.quar.
ters in Winnipeg. It is a very im,ortant
feature of the trade of the city. Th. yraj,
trade will be referred to in anothe; article
at greater length.

The trade in farm machinery is ., im.
portant feature. There are a number of
wholesale supply houses in farm machin.
ery in the city, with agencies at country
peints all over the country. In an agri-
cultural country like Manitoba and the
Territories, the annual sales of farm ma.
chinery are very large, and in the aggre.
gate amount to a considerable portion of
the city's trade.

The farm produce trade is another
branch which is developing fast. Former.
ly this trade was handled as a branch of
the grocery business, but it has grown to
such proportions of late years that severa]
large firms are now doing business solely
in this branch, handling butter, cheese,
eggs, etc. Cold storage warchouses be.
came a necessity for the proper handling
of the produce trade, and these have been
supplied. There are now several cold stor.
age warehouses in the city, and the facili.
tics in this respect are fully equal to the
requirements of the trade. The commod.
ities handled are exported to Great Brit.
ain or shipped to domestic consuming
markets.

There are also several houses handling
hides, wool, skins, medicinal roots and
other such products of the country, such
as do not properly come within the scope
of the produce trade. These products are
shipped to Eastern Canada manufacturers
or markets, or to the United States. The
raw fur trade is quite an important item,
Raw furs are shipped mostly to London,
England. Winnipeg is a very important
raw fur market, one of the largest, if not
the largest, in the world. The city s
also the centre of the live stock export
trade in this western country.

These lines of trade are all cxclusive of
manufacturers’ and other agencics or the
ordinary retail trade of a city of the size
of Winnipég. In manufacturing Winmni.
peg has not advanced so rapidly as in
wholesale commercial business. How-
ever, we have a number of important
local industries. The industrial establish.
ments include three flour and oatmeal
mills, two large biscuit and confectionery
manufactories, besides smaller retail con-
cerns in the same line, saw and planing
mills and other wood-working cstablish-
ments, carriage shops, stained glass works,
six breweries and manufacturers of waters
and drinks, cigar factories, wholesale har-
ness and saddlery factory, furniture and
upholstering, tents and mattress factorics,
several foundry and machine shops, four
packing houses,spice,condiment and broom
factories, linsced oil mill, barb wire
factories, woollen mill, engraving, litho-



graphing, printing and publishing houses,
peside~ numerous other smatler manufac-
turin;- concerns of a retail nature, ’Ijhe
Jarge ~oundries and shops of the Cana ‘an
pacire Railway and the Northern Pacific
Railuxy compantes alone employ quite an
army of men.

A oty of such commercial importance
must. of course, have good financial re-
sources  Banking facilities are supplied
by tor chartered banks, exclusive of pri-
vate ranking concerns, The clearings of
the V' mnipeg banks exceed all other cities
w Canada, except those of Montreal and
Toronto  Winnipeg thus stands third in
the amount of bank clearings.

All the leading loan companics and fire
and e insurance companies have head
offices 1 Winnipeg for Western Canada,
and some of these companies have invest-
ed in Large buildings here. There are also
a number of local companies in these
lines

The oty has three daily papers, two
publishmg morning and evening editions.
There are also many weckly and monthly
publications. including agricultural, edu-
cational, commiercial, literary, news, sport-
ing. fraternal, religious and other branches
of the journalistic field. These papers are
publishied in French, German, Scandinav-
ian and Icelandic, as well as in English.

Railway trains run into Winnipeg from
twelve roads, including main and branch
lines centering in the city. Three great
trunk lines run daily trains into the city,
each of these roads having a through line
to the Pacific coast, besides connections
cast and south. These are the Canadian
Pacific Railway, the Northern Pacific
Railway and the Great Northern. Winni-
peg is thereiore a great railway centre.

In its educational and social life, Win-
nipeg is fully as far advanced as in com-
mercial matters. There are four colleges
afiliated with the University of Manitoba,
besides academies, business colleges, col-
legiate institute, and many public schools,
including several splendid structures.

The city is well supplied by the electric
street tanlway service, has several electric
light companies, gas works, water works,
and pubhic library. There are many fine
churches, controlled by the various relig-
wous bodies.

A recent statistical compitation gives the
number of teachers in the Winnipeg public
schools as 99. This docs not include the
various colleges,academies,private schools,
etc.

The Winnipeg post office stands third
m importance in Canada, on the basis of
revenue, being exceeded only by Toronto
and Montreal,

The {ollowing annual cstimate of the
population of Winnipeg for the past 22
vears has been prepared by the publisher
of the City Dircctory :—

1876 ........ 3240 1887 ........ 21,104
87 ........ 8250 1888 ........ 23,196
188 ..... ... 8278 1889 ........ 24,14

B9 ...o0 4500 1890 .uy.... 25,003
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1880 ........ 6468 1891 ..... ‘e 25,500
1881 ........ 7,917 1892 ........ 30,000
1882 ..... L ILTET 1893 ... 33,000
1883 ........ 22593 1801 ........ 35,500
1884 ........ 24,700 1895 ........ 38,500
1885 . ....... 22315 1896 ........ 40,000
1886 ........ 20,287 1897 ..... .. 42,150

Winnipeg Clearing House

The commercial importance of a city
will be mdicated to a considerable extent
by the clearing house returns. Winnipeg
as a commercial and financial centre is al-
ready taking a lcading place among the
citics of Canada. The clearing house re-
turns indicate that it is cxceeded in this
respect by only two other cities in the
country—Montreal and Toronto. {t says
a great deal for this young western
metropolis, that it takes third place after
the old established commercial centres of
Montreal and Torouto. There are exact-
ly ten chartered banks in the city, a gain
of one during the past year. This docs
not include private banking concerns and
loan companies. The clearing house was
established three years ago, and the clear-
ings have shown a steady increase since
then. The following shows the total clear-
ings of the Winnipeg clearing house for
the past three years :

Year.

8 $64,146,438
1805 ..o e 35,873,639
1 950,540,647

Lands Around Winnipeg.

It must at first sight be something of a
conundrum to the new arrival in the Pra-
irie Province why there are so many va-
cant and unsettled lands around the city
of Winnipeg, the capital, commercial, po-
litical, educational and social centre of the
province.  Approaching the city by rail,
the visitor can sce on all sides wide
stretches of virgin prairie, which the plow
has never disturbd, with only patches here
and there settled upon and cultivated. If
these lands were unproductive and steriie,
there would not be much cause for won-
der, but if the visitor happencd to arrive
in the summer or fall he will see from the
luxuriant growth of wild hay, that the
lands are rich and fertile, and where the
land is being cultivated, the luxuriance of
crops show what might be accomplished
on every acre still lying wild and uncul-
tivated. There can be no rcason for this,
the shrewd visitor will at first conclude,
unless these lands are hield at exorbitant
prices, comparcd with what good land can
be had for at points further west.

To comprehend this anomalous state of
affairs it is necessary to study the his-
tory of Manitoba since the time it was
incorporated as a province of Canada in
1870, and after that study it is an casy
matter to see why thesc lands are still
vacant and untilled,

To complete the annexation to the Do-
minion of Canada of the vast Northwest,
it was absolutely necessary to satisfy and
conciliate the old settlers and natives in
the country at the time of confederation.
An attempt to grab the country in 1869
vesulted in the first Riel rebellion, and the
spectacle of one strong colony of the Brit-
ish Empire annexing another by means of
conquest and force was not to be thought
of, under the light of British fair play.
The residents of the country had to be
satisfied, and to secure this satisfaction it
became necessary to grart to cvery man,
woman and child in the new territory at
the time of annexation 240 acres of land,
in which grant whites, half-breeds, and, in
fact, residents of every kind shard alike.
In the anxicty of Canadian politics to se-
caure the new territory, and the control of
its vast resources, the grant was made
a carte blanche one, without terms of cul-
tivation, or, in fact, conditiuns of any kind,
except the qualification of being a vesident
of Manitoba at the time the grant was
made.

The reader should know that the resi-
dents of Manitoba, up to the time of con-
federation, were not agriculturists who

knew the practical value of lands or how -

to take advantage of the grant made to
them. The little farming done up to that
time was only equal to the bread wants
oi the local community, and no outside
market for agricultural products had been
dreamt of by the population, who were
cven then little better than retainers of the
Hudson’s Bay Company, who had ad-
vanced during their own lifetime to that
position from a state bordering on serf-
dom to that corporation. The gathering
of furs and such like for the company to
cxport had been their only catering for
an outside market, and when land was
granted to them indiscriminately and with-
ont couditions, it is ncedless to say that
not onc in fifty had the most remote idea
of how to turn their acquisition to profit,
and systematic cultivation was about the
last undertaking these people would con-
template, for their manner of frontier life.
with few exceptions, was not such as to
fit them for a lifc of industrious farming.

The bulk of these lands thus granted
to native Manitobans at the time of con-
federation were locatd around Winnipeg.
and the result was that during the decade
from 1870 to 1880, when hundreds of en-
terprising and practical agriculturists set-
tled in Manitoba, the district around Win-
nipeg was not open for settlement, and the
tide of immigration swept past it to points
further west, and in the majority of cases
to muck less desirable locations.

During the decade named that individ-
ual. who is the curse of almost every new
country. namely, the land speculator, got
his work in on the simple natives who
owned the lands around Winnipeg.
Ready money was a tempting hait to these
people, at least to that large proportion of
them accustomed to the itinerant life of
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“frcigh(ing ar trapping and hunting. There
are storics told of how the rum-drugged
native had parted with his 240 acre grant
of land for a pair of blankets, worth at the
present time not more than five dollars. Tt
took but a few years of this system to
transfer the butk of the lands around Win-
nipeg from the native to the speculator,
who stood at the threshold of settlement,
and demanded exorbiant prices for the
lands he had thus obtained. Time passed
and these speculative land grabbers came
to the grcat Manitoba boom of I1831-82,
and at that time, though a heavy tide of

agricultural scttlers was sweeping into the °

Northwest, not onc in a hundred of the
new arrivals located around the capital, or
would pay the exorbitant demands of spec-
ulators who held lands then, but passed
on further west to where free or cheap
lands could be had. The consequence was
that before the middle of the decade end-
ing with 1889,thickly settled districts could
be found all over the province, while fur-
ther cast around Winnipeg the lands were
unoccupicd.

Greed frequently over-reaches itself, and
it was thus with the land speculators
around Winnipeg. In time they found
there was no sale at any price for the
lands they held, and the news of their ex-
tortions had spread to old lands to such
an extent that new settlers hurried past ([he
district for fear of being victimized by
some land shark.

With jew exceptions these land specu-
lators were practically working upon mar-
gins, and had mortgages and other obh-
gations resting on their proge As a
natural consequence a few years froze
them out, and the lands they had hoped
to sell at high prices fell from their grasp.
and came mnto the possession of loan and
mortgage compantes, ot ndividuals who
hought under mortgage sale, and the re-
sult was that by the close of the last de-
cade seventy-five per cent. of the land
speculators around \Winmpeg had  lost
their lands, and the remamder who were
able to hold on to thairs were convincea
of the folly of their past course. The re-
sult now 1s what generally happens when
a forced reaction has set .  Prices of
land have gone to the opposite extreme.
and around Wimipeg they now average
less than one-half of what is asked for
inferior lands in other districts of the pro-
vince. The poorer grade of low lying
lands, with the great area fit only for hay
lands.were held in boom days at $15 to 320
an acre,but they can now be had in abund-
ance at §2 to $2.5) an acre.  The best
grade of lands. suitable for gran raising,
were held in boom days at $30 to $10 an
acre, but the finest of them to-day can be
had at from $£5 to $10. This means that
a farm of land. as rich in an agricultural
sense as can be found in this world, lo-
cated within a dozen miles of Winnipeg,
a city of about 40,000 population, can be
purchased at $10 an acre or less. Such is
the state of the land market around Win-
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nipeg at the present time, and it is not
likely that this anomalous state of affairs
can last long. Even a bad reputation of
land owners will not long cause scttlers
to pass lands at abnormally low figures,
and go further west to much less advan-
tageous points, and pay double the price
for poorer lands, '

Another fact it would be well for the
veader te hvow, and that is, that no rail-
wi¢ conpiny, the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany nr cther landed corporation which
advertises it lands in old countries own
any lands in the Winnipeg district. Their
lands are all further west in the province
anl territeries beyond, and they are all
thus interceted in guiding the tide of set-
tlement to points further west. In four
cases out oi five the agents of such land-
owning corporations in the east and in
Europe, arec men who know nothing of the
Northwest, and scarcely one of the num-
ber can distinguish between good and bad
land. Stil], it is their duty to settle the
Iands of the corporations who employ and
pay them, and frequently they have been
known to work in that direction and at
the same time circulate the most untruth-
ful and damaging statcments about dis-
tricts in which they are not interested.
The Winnipeg district has suffered much
in this way, and the writer of this article
has more than once heard an ignorant and
unscrupulous emigration agent in the cast
advising intending settlers to locate in one
oi the most arid and sterile portions of
the Territorics, and advising them against
settling in a fertile locality, simply because
the corporation employing him owned
lands in the former and noune in the latter.

Let no intending inunigrant be deceived
by interested statements. The settler who
is a practical agriculturist can casily stop
off at Winnipeg and examine and enquire
about the quality of Jands around there.
FHe will at once be convinced that none
richer ar: to be found in the world, and
he will also discover that these lands can
be had at present prices which will as-
tonish him, so low are they. If he fails
to find this out, which he cannot, he can
go further west and sclect his location,

It is unnecessary to say anything here
as to the advantages over all other por-
tions of the Northwest, which Winneneg
possesses in the way of an omniferous
cash market for everything a farmer can
produce. This matter is fully treated of
in another article in this number.

Winnipeg as a Farmers
Market.

The carly settlers of Eastern Canada had
many difliculties to contend with, which
are not to be met with in Manitoba, and
one of the worst and most tantalizing was
the ditficulty of sccuring a ready cash
market for the products of the farm. This
latter difficulty has never been experienced

in Manitoba, since railway communi- gy
became general, so far as .grain 1< ¢y
cerned.  Every little town in the prv e
has its clevator or clevators, with huvers
during the season, ready to pay ca-h for
every bushel brought to market, 1u g,
larger towns these buyers are waitny 3
the year round, and only in some o the
minor points are they withdeawn durmg
the sunmmer, when farmers are bhu.y g
work on their farms and unable . hay
2rain to town, unless at rare intervals |y
fact. so keen has the competition m zray
buying been of late years, that dualery
have had to handle the farmers' proviues
on cxceedingly slender margins, so much
so that quitet a {ew have found the bug.
ness unprofitable, and have lost waney
by their operations. Only the large con.
cerns, buying at numerous powts, and
handling hundreds of thousands. and cven
millions, of bushels in a season, have beey
able to make their business give a iair
return during the past two years. Thete s
thercfore all over Manitoba a ready cash
market for grain, and keen compettion
in the business.

But grain raising alone is not farming
in Manitoba, as many of our settlers have
discovered to their loss during the past
two yes of depressed grain markets. The
precuction of butter, eggs, poultry,cheese,
cattle, hogs and other commodities 1 rap.
tdly 1acreacing of late, and 1t 15 an ever-
ready cash narket for such products that
e faqmer fecds the lack of in points less
impertast and further west than \\mm.
peg  The farmer wishing to sell cattle or
hog: i western points has to wait very
oiten until *he visiting buyer of such
come around. He may take his hutter,
eggs. cheese and other commodiies to
the country town where he dues his
trading, and find that he has to tahe pay-
mmt in groceries, dry goods or other
mercihatlse, or at best get a prupurtion
(not a large one) in cash, and tuhe the
balance in trade. It cannot be uthicrwne
in small towns, where the local demand
calls only for a small proportion vi such
products of the surrounding farmiers. In
Winnipeg matters are different.  There
not a product of the farm which cannot
be brought in and find a cash market at
any time of the year, and there 15 nv
Yine of product for which there i not
competing buyers in the city, so that the
farmer is not at the mercy of the buyer in
any case. Winnipeg is the central point
at which all the lines of railway intersect-
ing the province converge, and it is the
collecting market from which all products
in car lots are exported. It caunot fai
therefore to be a ready cash market. for
it is the collecting point for the exports
of the vast Northwest.

There is another point, too, which an
intending settler would do well to figure
upon, and that is that the farmer selling
his products in Winnipeg wets the price
the farmer at western points would get,
with the addition of the freight from the
western point and the profit of one middle
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pan. A farmer working a half section of
fand jroperly could by selling in Winni-
peg £ ¢ enough each year for his products,
over that paid to the farmer 300 miles
west {or the same stuff, to pay a heavy
inter«  on the whole cost of his farm.
In s’ rt, with the superior market afford-
ed, he would be better off to pay $10 an
acre 10 a farm near to the city than get
onc 2+ a gift 300 miles further west.

*As + purchasing market for the supplies
neces ¢y on a farm the advantages of the
Winmpeg district arc almost as great.
The competition of the city reduces the
prices of all merchandise to the lowest
possilie fevels, and in this respect a great
saving can be made.

Ii Winnipeg has great advantages to
the farmer as a market for sale, it offers
even greater as a market to purchase in.
The city is now the grain ceatre of Can-
ada, and on its Grain Exchange more’
busincss is done by far than in any other
exchange in the Dominion.  Here the
farmer sells his grain direct to the ex-
porter and miller, and here also he can
purchase much of his supplies direct from
the manufacturer, without having to sub-
mit to the profit of any middieman.

In one all-important line this advantage
of purchase direct from the manufacturer
is very marked and that is in farm ma-
chinery and implements. Not only are
the leading manufacturers of Canada doing
business here, but some of the United
States manufacturers have their branch of-
fices and warchouses in the city. Thus
any machine or implement a fariner re-
quires can be had on a moment’s notice,
and can be bought direct iroin the manu-~
facturer, with his guarantce attached.

The competition in this branch of trade
15 also very keen, and prices are down to
a low level compared with what they were
ten years ago. For instance, take thc
common stuhble plow, 14 1o 1§ inch cut.
These can be had of the best makes at
from $12 to $20, while breaking plows
usually range about §5 higher. The time
was when the farmer in the western por-
ticn of this continent paid §350 for a scif-
binding rcaper, and then got a very in-
ferior article, compared with the best ma-
chines of to-day. Now the finest binder
made in Canada (and there are no better
inthe world), can be bought in Winnipeg
ior $140, and others less desirable can be
had for less moncy.

Assuredly this is getting to a great pitch
of economy, compared with the times
when half a dozen middiemen stood by
and took their share of profit, between the
manufacturer and the farmer. The pres-
eat is a state of affairs which docs not ex-
it in many places on this continent, and
ihe writer is of opinion that in Manitoba,
:md' particularly in \Vinnipeg, the under-
tking of wiping out the middleman was
first suceessfully undertaken.

Progress of Agriculture
in Manitoba.

Compared with 1895, the yield of
erops in Manitoba last year looks
small. Last year was not a favorable
season for agriculture in Manitoba,
and the result is made to appear still
more unfavorable, following as it did
the big crop year of 1895. There was
a falling off in both the area and
yield of the principal crops last year.
The reduced area was due to the un-
favorable weather during the seeding
season, owing to the late spring and
exceessive moisture.  The rainfall was
unusually heavy in the spring and
early sammer and secding was great-
ly delayed in consequence. This made
much of the crop late and backward
and decreased the average yield, as
graiv crops which are sown late in
the season usually givea much lighter
yvield than when they are sown in
good time. Crops on low or level
land were alsodamaged by the exces-
sive rains. Rast, which up to last
year had been almost unknown in
Manitoba, also affected many crops,
particularly oats, and greatly reduced
the yicld of oats.

The guality of the las: wheat crop,
however, has averaged very line, and
this makes upto some extent for the
lighter yield. The quality of the oat
crop is very poor, owing to damage
from rust. Winnipeg inspection re-
turns show that over 55 per centof
the wheat handled here graded No. 1
hard or better, quite a nmunber of cars
grading extra hard, which is a higher
grade than No. 1 hard.

One result of the unfavorable
spring has been that a larger area of
land than vsual bas been prepared for
crop this year. Farmers who were
unable to get their full area in, have
summer fallowed tbe !and for crop
this spring so that it is cxpected the
crop arca which will be sown this
vear will be considerably the largest
on record.

The higher prices received for
grainon this crop will also make up
10 a large extent for the light yield.
In fact some farmers made wmore
money last year than they did from
their big crop in 1895. Prices have
ruicd considerably higher in Mani-
toba for all grains, than has been paid
to farmers at poinis in the United
States south of the boundary. AMani-
toba farmers have therefore obtained
fall value for what they had to sell.

The following statistics, compiled
from the crop returns collected by the
provineial government, show the de-
velopment of the wheat growing
industry in Manitoba :

WHEAT
Year Area Yiold Total Tiand
Acres  per acro bushels

1888...... 260,812...,21.80.... 5,686,355
188t...... 807,020....20.11.,., 6,174,182
1883 ..... 857,018....20.80.... 7,429,410
1886...... 881,441,...15.88.... 5,803,480
1887 482,181....22.7 .... 12,851,724
1838%

1839...... 628,245....12.4 ..., 7.201,519
1890...... 746,058....19 65.... 14,665,769
1891 ..... 916,660....25.8 .... 25,191,599
1892...... 875,990....16,5 ., .. 14.453,835
1893...... 1,008,640..,.15.56..,, 15,615,923
1891...... 1,010,186....17 .... 17,172,888
1895, ... 1,140.276. .. .27.86.. .. 81,775,038
1896...... 999,598....14.83.,,. 14,871,806

*No statistics gathered in 1883

This shows a steady increase inarea
from year to year, except in 1892 and
183G. The reduction in the area in
1892 was alsu due to unfavorable
weatiher. Below we give a similar
table showing the growth of the area
sown to oats :

QATS

Area Yield Total Yield
Year acres  per acre bushels
188t ...... 133,044....80.55.... 4,061,194
1885 ...... 157.026....40.58,,.. 6,864,263
1885 ...... 161,080....25.15.... 4,048,904
1837 ...... 105,176....46.2 ... 7,265,287
1889 ...... 218,744....16.8 .... 8,415,104
1890 ...... 285,584....40.2 ... 9,513,448
1891 ...... 305,644....48.29, ..14,762,605
1892 ...... 832,974....85. ..,.11,654.090
16893 ..... 888,529....25.28.... 9,828,935
1891 ..... 418,686....28.8 ,...11,907,851
189 ...... 482,658....46.78....22,555,788
18% ...... 412,415, ...28.25....12,502,818

Oats come next after wheat in im-
portance. The surplus is shipped,
some to British Columbia, some to the
lumber country between the eastern
boundary of Manitoba and the Ottawa,
some to Eastern Canada cities, and
some to Great Britain. Some ip

shipped out in the form of ocatmeal to
the same parts. The balk of the crop,
however, has been consumed at home.

The next crop in point of import-
ance is

BARLEY

Area Yield Total Yield
acres per acre  bushels

60,201....80. ....1,893480
40.936....92.83....1,868,928
52.189_...29. ....1,119,481
69,565. ...18.70....1,800,865
56,110....84.81....1,925,231

$0,238....18.1 ....1,051,551

66,035, ...81.83,...2,069,415

89,528....85.6 ....8,197,876

: 97,644....29. ....2,681,676
1893 ........ 114,762....22.11....2,547,658
1594 . 119.528....25.87....2,981,716
1895 ........ 158,889...7.85.69....5,645.036
1896 . ....... 127,885..,.24.8 ... 8,17L,747

Barley is grown principally for
feeding at the farm. Some very fine
samples of barley, however, are some-
times shown. The home breweries
take a portion of the crop and the
belance is shipped to Eastern Canada,
or used here for feed.

After barley comes flax in point of
importance. This crop is grown for
the seed only, and no use is made of
the straw or fibre. Somec of the seed
is crushed in Winnipeg, where there
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{s a linseed oil mill, and some is
shipped east. In some years flax
has been exported to the United S*ates.
The area in flax was light last year.
Peas and rye are grown to a very
jimited extent. Potatoes and roots
usually give heavy yields here.

Most farmers in Manitoba depend
upon the wild prairie hay for fodder
crops. Some, however, are beginning
to cultivate hay crops, with good
success.

A bushel represents (0 pounds of
wheat, 84 pounds of oats and 48
pounds of barley. When we consider
the small population of Manitoba, the
production of grain per capita will be
seen to be very large.

The land area of Manitoba is about
65,000 square miles, besides about
10,000 square miles of water area.
‘We have therefore a land arca of over
twoand a half square miles, or say
1600 acres for every farmer. This
indicates what vast room we have for
development, and it also shows the
possibilities of the future of Manitoba
in grain production.

These figures apply to the province
of Manitoba alone, and not to Western
Canada as a whole.

Winnipeg Grain Ex-
’ cha_n_ge.

The Winnipeg Grain and Produce
Exchange is an institution which is
closely conuected with the grain trade
of Western Canada, as we may say
that practically the entire grain crop
of the country is handled by members
of the exchange. A large number of
the grain merchants have their oftices
in the Grain Exchange building in
Winnipeg. The exchange has amem-
hership of 100. The officers this year
are : N. Bawlf, presidgnt, Robt. Muir,
vice-president, and C. N. Bell, scere-
tary. A first class telegraphic service
is supplied by the exchange, so that
the membersarein direct communica-
tion with the leading grain marketsof
the world. The exchange is a great
assistance in this way to the trade.
Another great convenience is the
arbitration and settlement of disputes
arising between members in the course
of business. New rales were recently
adopted by the exchange, rclating to
sales for future delivery, and for the
definition of trade terms. The ninth
annual report of the exchange, rcen-
tly issued, gives considerable stastical
and other information relating to grain
trade matters.

Our Live _S_Eock Trade.

The live stoek trade of Manitoba and
the territories shows a considerable
decline in the number of animals of
all kinds exported.last year, as com-
pared with ‘exports in 1895, This de-

cline in shipments, however, does not
indicate any shrinkage in the live
stock industry here. On the contrary,
the farmers continue to go more into
mixed farming, experience having
taught them that it is more profitable
to devote considerable attention tolive
stock than to depend upon grain alone.
The live stock industry in the range
country, where grain crops are not
grown to any considerable extent, has
also made satisfactory progress.

The decline in shipments, as regards
cattle and sheep, is due partly to the
large shipments of 1895. The avail-
able surplus of cattle was drawn upon
very heavily during 1895. Every-
thing fit to ship was sent out during
that year and the country was raked
over so closely, that it left a smaller
number for shipment jin 1896 than
would otherwise have been the case.
Another cause for the decline in ship-
ments was the aufavorable season for
fattening grazing animals. Last sum-
mer was the worst scason in many
years for grazing animals, owing to
the frequent rains, which kept the
grass soft and less nutritive than
usual. In wet years the natural
prairie grass secms to lose some of its
fattening qualities, and flies are also
more troublesome in wet seasons.
Last summer the flies were unusually
bad. Cattle and sheep did not fatten
up as readily as they usually do.
When shipments closed in the fall,
quite a number of animals which
should have been exported, were not
in fit condition for export.

The large falling off in the exports
of Jive hogs is really a gratifying fea-
ture. It does not indicate any decline
in the number of hogs marketed, but
it shows that the packing industry has
made considerable progress here. The
real cause of this decline in the ship-
ments ‘of live hogs is owing to the in-
creased demand from packers. Win-
nipeg packers have taken more hogs
than ever before, and at several other
points quite a number of hogs have
been packed. .\ few years ago the
supply of cured hog products for con-
sumption in Manitoba and the Terri
torics was largely imported from the
United states or shipped in from East.
ern Canada. Now we are producing
and packing our hog products at home,
and the country west of Lake Superior
to the Pacitic coast is now mostly sup-
plied with products prepared in Win-

"

nipeg or at other points in the West
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where packing establishments Lavg
been started.
The following shows the ex)« .t of

live stock from Manitoba ani the
Territories for three years:

1894.  1895. 16,
Cattle.... 30,000 50,000 3273
Sheep.... 4,000 15,000 0,214
Hogs..... 10,000 15,000 L3318
Horses.. . 200 400 293

The horses and sheep or nearty ajl
of them, were western range anumals,
About half the cattle were range
animals and the balance domestie
cattle. The figures include shipments
to British' Columbia.

In addition to these shipments of
live stock, a limited quantity of dressed
meats have been shipped from Maui.
toba and the Territories to other Cag.
adian provinces, some going to British
Columbia and some to points east,
During the present year it is expeet.
ed that a large slanghtering establish.
ment and cold storage warehonse will
be established in Winnipeg, for the
purpose of exporting fresh beef and
mutton to Great Britain, instead of
shipping live animals. It this indus.
try can be successfally established, it
will mean a great saving in the cost
of transportation, as the dressed meat
can be handled much more cconom.
ically as regards freight and other ex.
penses, than in exporting live animals,
The proposed slanghtering establish.
ment will have a capacity of about
1600 head of cattle per week.

Our Western Waterways

THE VAST STRETCHES OF INLAND NAVL
GABLE WATERS OF WESTERN
CANADY,

We hear it sometimes stated that
transportation is the problem of
Western Canada. If this be true, we
may add that the solution of the pro.
blem lies Jargely in the development
of our water-ways. The utilization of
our water-ways is a question which
has not received that consideration
from our business men which its im-
portance demands. Few peop ¢ even
among the older residents of this new
country, seem to realize the magni
tude of our waterways, and the great
things which could be accomplishd
by the opening up of our ¢ magniticent
water streiches.” A few persons who
have made a study of this «uestion
have tricd to draw popular attention
to the matter, but while we have be
come enthusiastic over the bmilding
of railways or the construction ¢f
other works, we have not taken hold
of tbe question of the development of
our waterways in such a manner 35
to indicate that we are really in
earnest in desiring the development
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$ lhese various water routes.
B isknown however, it is believed that

of these grea .natural highways,

The great \ lue of water trans.
portations is woll known to all large
shippers or receivers of goods. We
know that during the season of navi.
gation on the lakes, freight rates to
and from the ast ave much.lo“.'er
than in the winter, when navigation
is cloed.  The difference in the cost
of handling goods by water, as com.
pared with railway freights, is so
great, that wherever water routes can
be utlized it means & vast reduction
m the cost of transportation. The
rate of 1 cent per bushel on wheat
frow Chicago to Buffalo, by water, is
not unusual, This is only one-thx.rd
of a mill per ton-mile, compared \}-nh
the average rail rate in the inited
States, according to Poor’s manual, of
about ¥ mills per ton-mile, or only
one twenty-seventh of the average rail-
wa, rate. Cowmpare one cent per
pushel on wheat from Chicago to
Baffalo, by water, with 17 cents per
100 pounds on wheat from Winnipeg
o Fort William by rail! Compare
a5 cents per long ton on coal from
Baffalo to Dalugh, by water, with the
regular rate of $3.00 per short ton from
Daluth to Winnipeg by rail! Coal
has been carried irom Buffalo to
Daluth at 15 cents per long ton of
2210 pounds, but that is an unusually
low rate. These comparisons serve
to shuws that the railways cannot
begin to compete with water trans-
portation.

With these astouunding facts known
1o shippers, it seems strange Lh:}t
greater interest has not been taken in
the development of our water-ways,
Qur encrgy has been directed to the
construction of railways, while the
water-ways, which offered a meauns of
transportation with winch the rail
ways could not hope to cumpete, have
been neglected.  The development of
our water ways would bring about an
economv in  transportation  which
wonld be of inestimable value to the
country.

We have in this country some really
magnificent water stretches, the open-
ing up and development of which
would give us onc of the grandest
systems of inland navigation in the
world It is a matter for regret—in
facs far self reproof—that we have so
litle data as to the feasibility and
cost of developing and connecting
So far as

sme very important water routes

¥ ciold be epencd ap in this country at
R 3 very moderate expenditure.  We
8 will glance first at the Saskatchewan
§ nver, Lake Winnipeg, and Red river.
X With some obstructions these threc
§ tadies of water form a continuous
B water route stretching out aboat 1,400
f miles, all within Canadian territory.

" Tho tpper portion of the Red river,
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lying within the United States, would
add 200 or 300 miles to the length of
this system. These are all waters
regarding the muvigability ol which
there can be no shadow of doubt, as
these waters have been navigated for
years. The chief obstructions in this
chain of navigable waters are the St.
JAudrew’s vapids, on the Red river, a
short distance below Winnipeg, and
the rapids on the Saskatchewan river,
near Lake Winnipeg. With these
obstructions overcome by canals, and
some improvements in the channel of
the Saskatchewan, this vast system
would be navigable from the Manitoba
boundary at Emerson to the {ar nocth-
western town of kKdmonton, in north-
ern Alberta.

The carrying out of the improve.
ments neeessary to open up this vast
system, would be of inestimable value
to the country. The great natural
resources of the country tributary to
these waters would be more easily
and quickly developed, and heavy
freight would be handled at a mere
{raction of the cost of railway trans.
portation.  The resoureces ol the
region include the fishery interests of
Lake Wianipeg, the great timber
wealth surrvanding the lake, the coal
arcas tributary to the Saskatchewan
and the vast agriculiural territory of
the Saskatehewan valley. There ave
also known to be large deposits of
iron ore about Lake Wmnipeg.

The opening up of this route even
for the coal trade alone, wounld appear
to render it very desirable, even if
there were wno other important
resourzes available fur development
in the tributary country. We have
already stated that coal has been
carried trom Buffalo to Duluth at the
very low rate of 15 cents per long
ton. It is presumed that coal could
be carried {rom the North saskatehe-
wan to Winunipeg about s cheaply s
it could be transported from Baffalo
t Duluth. At this rate we would
have coal laid down in Winnipeg at
under 2260 per ton. Coal has al-
read v heen transported to pontsalong
the Suskatchewan river, and there js
nothing fancifut or impractical about
the propnsal to extend this transporta-
tion as far as Winnipeg, and beyond
Winnipeg to points along the Red
river t0 the head of navigation on this
stream in Minnesota and Dakota. It
is evidently a perfectly practical and
reasonnble proposition.  The only
question is as to the expeusc of de-
veloping the route.  While no very
aceurate data is at hand as to the cost
of the necessary works, it is the
opinion of those who are familar with
the route. that the cost would be very
moderate in proportion to the benetits
to bederived therefrom

We have dwelt upon the question
of coal tramsportation. only.. The

other interosts are equally as import”
ant and could be enlarged upon with
equally striking results, were it neces-
sary to do so to show the iinportance
of developing this route.

Connecting with the Saskatchewan
river is another large stream, known
as the South Saskatchewan. This
river is not as well kunown as the
north branch or the main stream, but
it has been navigated by steamers all
the way from Lethbridge in souchern
Alberta to its juncture with the main
stream. During the rebellion of 1885
it will be remembered that steamers
on this river did good service in trans-
porting troops and supplies. By the
development of the south branch
about 500 imiles of navigation could
be added to the Saskatchewan system,
reaching the fine coal mines of
southern Alberta.

Besides Lake Winnipeg, we have
two other large lakes in Manitoba,
namely : Lake Manitoba and Lake
Winnipegoosis. These two lakes
might be considered as forming pract-
ically one body of water though there
is a slight interruption to navigation
between them. Together they form a
{ine stretch of navigable water about
250 miles long. These lakes, it is be-
lieved, form a better route to the Sas-
katchewan river than the Lake Winni-
peg route. The northern end of Lake
Winnipegoosis approaches very close
to the Saskatchewan river, and the
country between is a low swamp. In
fact there is said to be an overflow
from the Saskatchewan to Lake Winni-
pegoosis in high water. The route to
the Saskatchewan via these two lakes
would be up the Assiniboine river
from Winnipeg, and thence by a eanal
from the Assiniboine to Lake Manitoba.
Once Lake Manitoba were reached, the
expense of opening the route through
to the Siskatchewan, it is believed
weuld be very small. This route
would render it unnccessary to con-
struet a canal at the Grand rapids of
the Saskatchewan, near Lake Winni-
peg, and it would also afford a route
more free from heavy storms, sach as
are liable to be cncountered on a largo
body of water like Lake Winnipeg.
Tt would therefore allow of the trans-
portation of coal in a lighter and
cheaper class of barges.

To open the route to the Saskatche-
wan via lakes Manitoba and Winni-
pegoosis, we would have first the im-
provement of the Assiniboine river,
the principal work for which would be
a canal at the St. James rapids, just
at the western boundary of the city of
Wimnipeg. This would give a water-
power which would pay a bandsome
dividend on the cost of the work.
The minimum water-power available
here. by opening the route to Lake
Mauitoba, has been estimated at about
10,000 horse-power, and the utiliza:
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tion of this power would be an untold
source of wealth to the city of Winni-
peg. The total steam power in usein
Winnipeg is estimated at under 2,500
horse-power, and is onerated at a cost
varying from 17 cents per horse-power
per day of 24 hours, up to 81 per horse-
power per day. The water-power
could be utilized, it is believed, at a
cost of about 6 cents per horse-power
per day. This great saving would
pay for the construction of the work,
besides placing the city in a position
tobecume a great manufacturing centre
thus increasing the home market for
the products of the farmer.

The opening of a canal from the
Ausiniboine river to Lake Manitoba is
considered by engineers who have
examined the route, to be a compara-
tively easy undertaking, and one
which could be carried out at a very
moderate cost. A natural canal is
said to exist for a great portion of the
distance, Moreover there is a special
incentive to construct this canal.
The natural outlet of Lake Manitoba
is not sufticient to carry off the flood-
water, and the consequence is that a
large area of land surrounding the
lake i5 subject to inundation. Sooner
or later a canal will have to be cut
from this lake to give an increased
outlet for the water. This is a matter
which has already become an urgent
question, and the settlers in the vicin-
ity of the lake arestrongly urging the
government to undertake the work.
Lake Manitoba is fourteen feet higher
than the Assiniboine at low water,
which wounld ensure a good flow of
water for the canal. Over 200,000
acres of land aroand lake Manitoba
could be reclaimed by opening this
canal, which in itself is a very impor-
tant matter, and the value of the land
would materially detract from the net
cost of the work.

Besides opening the route to the
Saskatchewan, the great resources of
the country tributary to Lakes Mani-
toba and Winnivegosis would be
opened up for development. The
most valuable timber areas in Mani-
toba are tributary to these lakes, be-
sides whith there are fishery interests,
salt, building stone and large tracts of
agricultural and grazing lands.

The Assiniboine river has been
navigated by steamers a distance of
some hundreds of miles beyond the
point where the proposed eanal would
connect the river with Lake Manitoba.
It will be remembered that in the year
1881, steamers did a good business
carrying settlers and their effects up
the Assiniboine from Winnipeg to the
then newly located town of Brandon,
and points beyond as far as Fort Pelly.
We have spoken about coal being laia
down in Winnipeg from the Saskatch-
ewan river ata very low price. B

the improvement of the Assiniboine,
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this coal could be distributed right
throngh the heart of Manitoba ata
correspondingly low cost.

The possibility of extending the
Lake Winnipeg system of navigation
through to IHudsor. bay, 1is still
another question in connection with
the development: of our water-ways.
Engineers who have made a super-
ficial examination of this route, claim
that it is perfecily feasible. we will
not dwell upon this route at present,
any more than to say that a survey of
the route is desirable. A private
company made application for a
charter to cover this route, at the last
session of parliament, but the bill was
not passed. Our policy undoubtedly
should be to have all our waterways
opened up as public works, rather
than that they should fall into the
hands of private companies.

Away in the far ncrthwest, uorth
of Edmonton, stretehing away to the
Arctic ocean, we have some really
maghnificent water stretches. The
Hudson's Bay Co. has had steamers
ranning on these northern waters for
some years. The improvement and
connection of these great water
stretches would open up highways of
commerce into these vast northern
regions which would render the
country comparatively casy of access.

Last but not least we bavc another
great water route which has received
more or less consideration for many
years, This is a more important
route than any of the others mentioned,
though its feasibility is not so certain
as either of the routes to the Sas-
katchewan, and even if feasible the
expense of developing it would no
doubt be much greater. We refer to
the proposal to establish a water route
from the Red river through to Luke
Superior. This woald appear super-
ficially to be a very heavy under-
taking, and many persons will be
inclined to doubt the feasibility of
such a coute, on first thought, They
will be inclincd to consider that the
cost would be so great that it would
be foolishness to undertake it. Parties
who have given the question some
study, however, claim that a water
route from the Red river to Lake
Superior is not only feasible, but that
the cost of opening such a route would
not be out of proportion to the import-
ance of the work. Ic¢ will be remem-
hered that it was the policy of the late
Alexander McKenzie government to
develop the water stretches of this
route 1n opening comm™unication be-
tween the older provinees and Mani.
toba. IHowever. that idea was
dropped and a railway was built in.
stead. Now that a second outlet to
Lake Buperior is beginning to be con-
sidered necessary, it would appear to
be a wise thing to have a thorough
examination of the proposed tater
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routc made, befere deciding tha we
must have another railway. 1 e
water route be feasible ata reasci yle
cost, it would be a more val.iple
acquisition than a second railway ang
it would provide a means of hau Jirg
heavy freight at rates with whica the
railways could not begin to comprte.

From the Red river to the Luaie of
the Waoods it is believed that a iighy
draft canal could be opened at a very
moderate expense. The Rosseau river
rises near the Lake of the Woods ang
flows eastward to the Red river. The
land in south-eastern Manitoba, west
of the Lake of the Woods, is low angd
marshy. v There is abundance of
water everywhere. In fact too mueh
water, and the canal would he 3
means of reclaiming a large area of
Jand which is now too wet for settle.
ment. It has been alleged that it s
possible to pass from the lake of the
Woods tuthe Red river, via the Rosseau
river, during high water, in a canoe,
without making any portages, thus
indicating that the country betweey
the lake at Buffalo Bay and the head
waters of the Rosseaun is inundated ip
high water.

From the point where the proposed
canal would enter the Lake of the
Woolds, there is navigable water all
the way to Fort Frances, a distance of
over 100 miles. The opening of a
canal to the Lake of the Woods would
bring that great timber country toour
doors. The logs for sawing into lum.
ber wonld be brought by water to the
Red river, and sawn here, and thus
the expensive railway haul of 13010
150 miles would be saved to the pur
chasers of lumber. The opening of
this part of the route alone, regardless
of connections east of Fort Frances,
would be an undertaking of immense
advantage to Manitoba, providing the
work can be done at a reasonable
cost.

From Fort Frances eastward there
are stretches of navigable water which
it is claimed could be utilized at a
moderate cost, to open the proposed
water route to within about forty
miles of liake Superior. IFrom that
point to the latter lake, the work
would be very heavy and a short rail-
road would probably be necessary,
instead of carrying the canal through
to the lake. Bat even with the trans.
fer which would be caused by this
break in the water route, the cost of
transporting gocds from the Red river
to Lake Superior would be about cot
in two.

We have referred as bhrniefly ss
possible to these various schemes, only
saying enough about each tu interest
our readers in them. What we do
urge is, that a strong effort be made
to induce the government t make a
survey of these various roures, dariog
the coming summer, The feasibility
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COckshutt Piows.

%
Cockshutt Shoe Brilis.

SATISFACTION ABSOLUTELY GUARA\ITEED

Wagons.

. Carriages

Bicycies.

é’ockshutt Plow Co., Ltd,

Factory, BRANTFORD,

@ & © @ o

Western Branch, WINNIPEG.

TheA. Macdonald Co.

WHOLESALE"

GROCERS

—-—no\\Q@\,A/f-

PORE PACKERS, &o.

=g P
WE BUY AND SELL FOR CASH

Oneprice only and that the lowest goods can be sold for

‘Head Ofﬁqg and Warchouse:
WINNIPEG, - MANITOBA.

Branches at Rat Portage, Prince Albert, Revelstoke
and Nelson, British Columbia

WHOLESALE ONLY

J. THOISON & CO.,
UNDERTAKERS

AND

EMBALMERS

We huve a full and complete Stock of Under-
takers’ supplies.  MeraLuic Casgers. Telegraph

orders will go by first express unliss otherwise

ordered.

529 MAIN ST.

P. 0. Box 5698 Telephone 35¢

Wmmpeg, -  Manitoba

The Very Best Test of Cheap-
ness is quahty

MCCLARY’S e
“FAMOUS MODEL"

WOQOD COOK. STCVES embrace both theso strong points

‘E% They have won fu.o themselves an unsurpassable roputa-

tion for their superior BAKING QUALITIES

é( % Sach a combination of meritorious excellonce has neve,

before been utifizad in stove construction.
Danlers say ¢ They sell at Sight.”
informetion and deseriptive circular, address

For fuller

THE Mc(LARY MANUPACTURING C0., WINNIPEG, HAN.



NI

&
&
o
&
o
o
o&—
o—
&o—
-
&—
o—
&
&
o—
&
&
o—
&>
o
&
o
o
o&—
-
o—
&
o
o
o
&—
o
&
&
o—
&
o—
&o—
&
o

o—
o
&
o—
-
o—
o—
o
o

o
o
&—
&
o—
’-:-
o
&
o
&
o—
&oH—
&
o
o
o
-
o
o—
o
&
o&—
&
5H—
7

Wester Cana,a ﬁ
FREE PARMS FOR MILLIONS

A Wheat aand i
200,000,000 £57 Settioment ih Mo aands
| — the Canadian Northwest.

Deep soil well watered, wooded, and the richest in the world—eusily reached by
railways. Wheat—average 30 bushels to the acre, with fair farming. The Great
Fertile Belt ; Red River %alley, Saskatchewan, Valley, Peace River Valley, and the
Great Fertile Plains. Vast areas suitable for grains and the grasses, largest (yet
unoccupied) in the world. Vast mineral riches-—gold, silver, iron, copper, salt,
petroleum, etc., etc. Immense Coal Fields. Illimitable supply of cheap fuel.

*RAILWAY FROM OCEAN TO OCEAN—RoyTE—Including the Cunadian’
Pacific Railway, the Grand Trunk Railway, and the Intercolonial Railway—making
continuous steel-rail connection from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean through the
Great Fertile Belt of North Americs and the magnificently beautiful scenery of the
North of Lake Superior and tlie Rocky Mountains.

NEW ROUTE FROM ENGLAND TO ASIA, wholly through British Terri-
tory, and shortest line through Canada to China, Japan, Australia and the Eust.
Always sure and always open. ‘ )

» The Canadian Government gives FREE FARMS OF 160 ACRES to every male
adult of 18 years, and to every female who is head of a family, on condition of living

on it, offering independence for life to every one with little means, but having sufh-
cient energy to settle. Climate healthiest in the world.

Further and full information, in pamphlets and maps, given free on' application

- by letter, addressed to

THE SECRETARY,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, OTTAWA, CANADA,
' (marked “ Immigration Branch )

THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA,
9 Victoria Chambers, LONDON, S.W., ENGLAND.
Or to any Canadian Immigration Agent.

Or to

T
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"OSMUND SKRINE & CO.

WHOLESALE PRODUCE AND OOMMISSION MEROEANTS

nsnlens IN BUTTER, E6GS, CHEESE, FLOUR AND FEED, GMIFUI{NIA AND NATIVE FRUITS.

SOLE AQENTS IN BRITISH OOLUMEIA FOR

ALEXANDER, KEHY_& 00°S FAMOUS ROLLED OATS AND FLOUR.

Speoial attontion given to consignments,

COneupondenoosoicxbod 137 WEATER ST. VEAENCOUVER, BC.

Werrick. Arderson & Co. |
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“‘Elephapt” Paints, - PR I N TI N G/W

.“Elephant” Lead,

Building Paper, ; i
: T t Nle | | Sef{d to the office of *“THE
(rand Jewel Stoves, : Wire Nails, . 14
“Superior” Furnaces, Bicyecles, OOMMERO//“" when you
Tin Plates, Churns, ..
Ble.c}{ Sheet Iron, Scales. want a”y ’ 7/)8 p rlﬂ(,’lp / es
Gelvanized Sheet Iron, Of ﬁl I's' OﬁC‘ e 'a'r 5

Canada Plates,
Sheet Zine, Block Tin,

ooy Wie, MODERATE PRICES,

Tinners’ Trimmings,

Bogs, e | FIRST CLASS WORK.
Dffice, 132 Priricess St Warehouse,. Point Douglas Ave. . l - ‘
; : PROMPT ATT ENTIOR ‘TO ORDERS

WINNIPEG.
‘The Army and Navy Leads
Wholesals. ALL OTHERS FOLLOW
?‘?‘1‘1;“0'\““.‘.' E Registered Brand of ngars for 1897

%(3% Pharoah, Victor, Pon Alfonso de

iFull ronge of English and . American Al‘my & Navy Specnal GIUb’ and
Tobaecos, Pipes and Smokers’ sundries. ' . Baby Pearl.

W. BROWN & CO,,

Wait for our Travellers WMHOLESAELE TOBAGCCONISTS
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of some of theso routes at a very mod-
orate exponditure, can hardly be
doubted. This _is  particularly
true  of the Luke  Winnipeg
and Lake Manitoba routes to
the Haskatchewan. The  belief
in the practicability of the various
routes daes not vest upon mere senti-
ment. We have the evidence of prac-
tical engincers who have made a
study of the questions, in their favor.
We have the testimony of such men
as Geo, H. Webster, C. I, of the Mani.-
toba « Northwestern railway, Major
Ruttan, C. B, city engineer of
Winnipeg, and Col. Scobel, C. E.
Fach of tbe various proposed water
routes have been endorsed by some
one of these engineers, so far as they
were able to doso from a saperficial
exantinaticn or the matter.

The greatest hope for the future of
Western .uade, we believe, lies in
the development of our great natural
water highways. Tributary to the
great Saskatchewan and Red rivers
and the great lake basins of Manitoba,
we have a territory which, if as
thickly settled as some of the
countries of Iurope, would have a
population of over 50,000,000, The
development of these water routes
would lead to the establishing of water.
powers at various points. We have
referred to one valuable water-power
which would be established at Winni-
peg. Other water-powers would be
formed at other points where canals
would be built. The development of
these water-powers wonld alone be of
great value to the country. We need
cheap power in this country to assist
in establishing manufacturing indas.-
tries, and the more manufacturing we
bave the better will be the demand
for the prodace of our farms. The
home market is usually the best mar-
ket. This winter Winnipeg is con-
suming large quantities of oats shipped
in from country points, at much higher
prices than could be obtained for ship-
ment to Eastern Canada or for export.
This alsois the case with other products.
Acity of a couple of hundred thous-
and people here in Manitoba, would be
a great thing for the farmers of this
country. These water-powers would
build up our towns and cities, and
would draw consumers here to manu-
facture goods which we now bring in
from other countries ov from the
eastern provinces, while we would
also be able to manufacture products
which we now send away in the form
of raw material. With the aid of
electricity power could be transmitted
from these water-powers to the nearest
towns.

What the business men of Manitob:
and the Territories should demand,
and persist in until they gain their
end, is at least & prelimipary survey
of these varions routes, so that we
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might have more exact data to go
upon. In demanding this we would
not be asking anything unreasonable,
as no heavy expenditure would be

undertaken until more definite infor-
mation had been received.

Winnipeg Board of
Trade.

The Winnipeg Board of Trade is re-
garded as the most important institution
of the kind in the West, It certainly is a
representative body, containing among its
members the leading business men of the
city. The board is not merely an organi-
zation of local interest. Its influence ex-
tends all over the western country.  The
board is always willing to take up any
matter in the interest of other districts,
as well as woatters which concern the city
of Winnipeg and its interests. The resi-
dents of other towns in Manitoba and the
Territories, and even in British Columbia,
frequently call upon the board to assist
them in securing some desired result,

The past ycar has been a very successiul
one with the board. The membership was
largely increased, the finances were in
good shape at the end of the year, and
many important questions were dealt with
during the year, Indeed, it is the general
fecling of the members that the affairs of
the board have been managed with ability
and energy during the year by President
Mathewson, assisted by the other officers
and the council. Much of the success at-
tending the efforts of the board during the
year is due to the earnest cfforts of the
president to further the interests of the
board in every legitimate way, The fol-
lewing summarized report of the council,
presented at the recent annual meeting,
will indicate what a large number of ques-
tions have engaged the attention of the
board during the year:—

The board was represented at the Con-
gress of Chambers of Commerce of the
Empire, which met in London in June
last, by Sir Donald A. Smith, Hon. T. M.
Daly and Mr. Stephen Nairn, Following
were the instructions given by the board
to its delegates :

1. As to commercial rclations between
the mother country and her colonies and
dependencies.  Considering the means cs-
tablished for inter-communication between
the various parts of the Empire and the
great quantity of agricultural produce that
can be supplied by Western Canada, it is
desirable that the trade between Great
Britain and her Colonies should be stimu-
lated, cxtended ang increased, and the
freest trade relations possible established.
The advantages to be derived therefrom
warranting the freest exchange of com-
moditics within the Empire on a prefer-
cntial trade basis consistent with revenue
necessities,

4. As to Dills of lading slovm, we

UMBER

would favor full responsibility by all com.
mon carriers.

§. As to commercial education,we would
favor any general system calculated to
bring commercial affairs more into line as
a brauch of popular education.

0. This board would favor a uniform
decital system of weights, measures and
currency.

i That this board strongly favors a
uriform postage ratc of onc penny within
the Empire. .

1). As to intercolonial trade relations,
we would approve of the closest possible
trade relations between all the different
colonies and dependencies of the Empire.

11 We would strongly favor the ap-
pcintment of a permanent board of arbi-
trotier for the settlement of international
disputes.

16. We reahze the advantage and desir-
abilty of a uniform procedure on bills of
exchange throughout all the Empire.

The board also resolved to ask the dele-
gates to submit the following resolution,
which it may here be said was proposed
by Hon. T. M. Daly, in a very eloquent
and impressive speech, which was enthus-
iastically received by the Congress, and
seconded by Mr. Nairn

Resolved, Thtat this Congress views
with regret the disposition, on the part of
many people of influence in Great Britain,
to direct the tide of surplus population
leaving that country to foreign lands, thus
drawing from the strength of the Empire
to build up alien powers.

That this Congress looks upon such a
tendency as not only wasteful of the vital-
ity of the Empire, but altogether unneces-
sary, seeing that the British Colounies and
Dependencies offer ficlds as attractive, if
not more attractive, than can be found in
any foreign country, and that within the
bounds of the British Empire the emi-
grant can find any varicty of climate, and
reach success in any pursuit, and yet re-
tain all the privileges of a British subject.

Therefore, this Congress deems it the
duty of the Imperial and Colonial Govern-
ments, as well as of all patriotic citizens
of the Empire, to use every means avail-
able to encourage emigration to the Col-
onics from the Mother Land, and to dis-
courage, in every way possible, the direct-
ing of such emigration to foreign coun-
tries.

The resolution of the Winnipeg board,
regarding emigration, was adopted unani-
mously by the Congress. The delegates
made reports to the board o the procced-
ing of the Congress.

At a meeting held on the 24th of April,
1896, it was brought to the attention of
the council that merchandise arriving at
Fort Willlam and Duluth by stcamers,
other than those owned by the C P R.
Co and the Sarnia hine, was discriminated
against in the matter of railroad rates from
Fort William and Duluth to Winnipeg
and western points.  The council appoint-
ed a committee to make representations
to the railroads, and; as a result, the fol



. lowing communications were forwarded :
Winnipeg, 27th April, 1896.
To Robt. Kerr, Traflic Manager C. P. Ry.

- Company.

Dear Sir :—=The WWinnipeg Board of
Trade begs to submit to you the follow-
ing :—

1. Notice has been given by your road
that the freight rates on merchandise from
,Fort William to Winnipeg, and propor-
tionately to other western points, when
such merchandisc is carried to Fort Wil-
lam by indepeudent steamboat lines are @
Ist, $L16; Ind, 93c.; 3rd, 80c.; 4th, G6c.;
5th, §7c., whereas last year the rates were
Me., or 2{c. less 3 T9¢., or 19c. Jess ; 65c.,
or 18¢. less; 86c., or 10c. less; 47c., or
10c. less. This in cffect is the placing in
force of your ordinary local tariff on all
through freiglit received by your road at
Fort William {rom stecamboat lines other
than the C. P. R. linc and the Beatty line,
a discrimination which has never before
been made by your road.

‘2, This Board of Trade has frequently
protested that your rates from Fort \Wil-
lium, in force last year, were much higher
.than the circumstances of the situation
warranted, and the board now strenunously
protest against the action of your com-
pany in virtually raising those rates at
this time. _

3. This board also strongly protests
against any action of your company hav-
-ing as a direct result the confining of the
Lake Superior carrying trade to any par-
ticulur steamboat lines connecting with the
Canadian Pacific Railway at Fort William,
and the board asserts that any such action
by your company is directly antagonistic

“to the best interests of this country.

4. The board unhesitatingly declares that
the position of the C.P.R. and the Beatty
stcamship lines are quite strong cnough
now, owing to the peculiar advantages
they enjoy through their direct connection
with the Canadian Pacific Railway and the
Grand Trunk Railway, and that if the in-
dependnt steamboat lines are driven from
‘the Lake Superior trade by any action of
discriminaton in fraght rates by your
company from Fort William westward, the
vast public works in the form of canals
undertaken and carried out by Canada at
much cost and sacrifice, will, to a consid-
crabic extent, be rendered barren of the
result fairly expected by the people of
+Canada,

. 9. This board wishes to point out that
‘the fleet of Canadian vessels in the carry-
ing trade on Lake Superior is cven now
totally madequate to transport the grain
and other produce of Manitoba and the
Territories down the lakes and the St.Law-
rence to Canadian seaports, and that
fargely as a conscquence, the great bulk
of Manitoba grain exported to Europe
‘is shipped by American vesscls from Fort
William and Duluth to Buffalo., N.Y,, and
Canada loses all the profit of handling this
great business at Kingston and Montreal,
‘and this very greatly reduces the import-
rd . 4 . )
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ance of Montreal as a seaport. If the in-
dep adent Canadian s‘camboat lines now
in the trade to Fort William are, in the
face of the many scrious difficultics un.
der which they have labored for some
years, further erippled by your company
discriminating against them in the matter
of rates west of Fort William, it would
scem that but on result can ensue—the in.
dependent steamers will be driven out of
the trade, and the grain of Manitoba will
be forced to take the comparatively sniall
capacity offered by the steamers of the
Beatty or your own line,ot be handed over
to Amecrican bottoms for transportation
to Buffalo. In view of such a most seri-
ous state of affairs, which would seem to
be a natural result of action on the part of
yvour company in discriminating between
lines of steamers handing aver freights to
your railroad at Fort William, this Board
protests against your company applying a
higher rate of freight than was imposed
last year on merchandise carried by your
railroad west of Fort William and handed
te you by independent steamboat lines on
Lake Superior.

6 At a time when the deepest regret
amd anaiety is experienced by the people
ot Camau at the decadence of the Cana-
d'an lake marine, this dircctiblow by your
ccmpany at the weak shipping interests
and the welfare of the producers and con-
samels of Manitoba and the Northwest
Territuries is viewed with alarm by this
Beard, and it is . matter of astonishment
tiet any wanjorary advantage gained by
your compary %y this move should weigh
fur a wonwent against the very serious
cuonstquences likely to follow. In view of
the limited grain-carrying capacity of the
Beatty line and your own steamers, when
compared with the volume of grain offer-
g this year at Fort William and the
crowded state of the interior clevator=. this
Board would expect that instead of dis-
conragement, cvery encouragement would
be offered by your company to the inde-
pendent stcamboat lines to take part in the
Fort William trade, to the exclusion of
the American fleet.

7. The Board wishes to point out that
Vice President Shaughnessey, of the C. P.
R. Co., when giving sworn testimony be-
fove the late freight rates commission on
Inh April, 1895, stated, in regard to freight
rates ¢n cast-bound grain : “The wheat,
having reaclied the clevator at Fort Wil.
ham is open to the broadest possible com-
petition.” It would appear from the pres-
ent uaction of the company that they have
a’opiel ar entirely different policy in re-
gard to west-bound shipments, and this
Board hopes that this will speedily be
cihanged to conform with the policy re-
cognized as applying to east-bound grain.
The Board, therefor, asks that the-rates in
force last scason be not increased.

Winnipeg, 28th April, 1896.
To J. M. Hannaford, General Traffic Man-
ager, Nosthern Pacific Ry. Ce,

Dear Sir :—I am iistructed by the Wip.
nipeg Board of Trade to write you o the
following matter ¢

Ist. The Board has been notific i thy
your company will charge full loce: rates
on west-bound merchandise handed - . yoy
at Duluth by steamers other than th ¢ of
the Beatty ling, for forwarding to M ol
points.

2nd. This Board protests againet yaye
road discriminating against freight " iniled
to you at Duluth by independent viewgg
lines for shipment to Manitoba pornts

3rd. This Board protests becausc voyy
road’s terminus is at Duluth, and th.raugy
freight from castern points should nag be
discriminattd against, in view of the hemvy
subsidies granted to your road by th peo.
ple of Mantoba, and the freight for \Mun.-
toba trausferred to you from any indepen.
dent lines at Duluth should carry equal
rates with freight from any particulir line,

4. This Board trusts, as a matter of
equity as well as interest, you will treat ajl
freight for Manitoba, transferred from
steamnboat lines at Duluth, as entded to
the samie charges, which charges in alf
cases should, at least, not exceed those
imposed last scason.

Copies of the above letter, addresed ¢,
the C. P. R, Co,, were forwarded to the
Miunister of Railways and Canals and
Boards of Trade at Toronto, Montreal and
Hamilton, with a request that they would
actively co-operate with this Board in wn-
pressing on the Canadian Pacific Ratway
Co. the necessity of immediately cancelling
the discriminating rates complained of,
which obviously would greafly injure m-
portant interests in Manitoba, and ndeed
the whole Dominion. In answer the fol-
lowing letters were received :

Ottawa, May 6th, 1896,
Chas. N. Bell, Esq., Sccretary Board of
Trade, Winnipeg, Man,

Sir :—I have to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 28th ultimo, transmu-
ting a copy of a statement furmshed by
the Winnipeg Board of Trade to the
Traflic Manager of the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company on the subject of
freight rates on the merchandise carried
by steamboat lines to Fort Wilham, and
there comsigned by the C. P. R Co to
points in the west.

With regard to your request that repre-
sentations be made to induce the railway
company to restore the rates and condi-
tions on this steamboat trafiic to the same
status as prevaited last year, I am, by di-
rection, to inform you that this Depart-
ment has no control whatever in regard
to the freight rates charged on steamess.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
JOHN H. BALDERSON,
Seeretary

e

Ottawa, May o2, 1305
Chas. N. Bell, Sccretary Board oi Trade,
Winnipeg, Man.
Sir :—Referring to your leter of the
23th ultimo, covering copy of a statemeat
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gn the subject of freight rates on merchan-
dise carried by stcamboat lines to Fort
William, and thence by rail to western
points I am, by direction, to inform you
that the President of the Canadian Pacific
Raihway Company has communicated, un-
der date of the 15th instant, a statement
dhowing the position whicn that company
has been obliged to take in this matter,
which is to the cffect “That taking ad-
»vamtage of the special rates which pre-
wealed from Fort William and Dututh to
“Winmpeg for lake traflic, outside and
“zamp boats have, for the past few years,
“o badly cut into the business that the
“regular lines have not had sufficient busi-
“ness left to support them, and it has be-
veome @ question with the Canadizn Pa-
vafie, Grand Trunk and Northern Pacific
“Railways, of allowing the regular lines to
“drop out, leaving the business to outside
“boats and to chance. The regular boats
srunning in connection with the railways
“referred to have to start at the beginning
wof the season and make regular trips
“thronghout the scason, without regard to
“the amount of traffic to be carried, con-
“sequently, for a considerable part of each
“season the boats have to be run at a loss,
“and if the outside and irregular boats are
“allowed to comte in at times when busi-
“ness 15 good and make such rates as they
“see fit, and take the business away from
“the regular lines, the effect must be casily
“apparent. The railways interested have
“found it necessary to take the action
“complained of by the Winnipeg Board of
“Trade, in order to keep the regular lines
“of cstcamers going, and we believe this
“to be in the public interest just as much
“as in the interest of the railways. The
“Beatty line between Ontario and Lake
“Superior points has been in existence a
“great many years,and its withdrawal from
“the Northwest trade, which under the cir-
“cumstances prevailing for the past few
“years was inevitable. would have been a
“serious loss to the Canadian Northwest.”
T am, Sir, your obedient servant,

JNO. H. BALDFXSOLN,
Secretary.

————

Meutr.al, May 4th, 1896.
E. B. Osler, Esq., President Board of
Trade, Toronto

Dear Mr. Osler :—Since our conversa-
tion of yesterday, I have been looking into
the question of the alleged discrimination
between Fort William and Duluth and
Winnipeg against outside boats and in
favor of our own line of boats and the
Beatty line. I finnd that, takirg advan-
tage of the special rates which prevailed
from Fort William and Duluth to Winni-
mg for lake business, outside and tramp
boats have for the past few years so badly
cut into the business that the regular lines.
have not suflicient business left to support
them, and it has become a question of
protecting the regular lines running in
connection with the Canadian Pacific and:

Grand Trunk or allowing the regular lines

to drop out, leaving the business to the-

tramp boats and th chance, It shou'd be
remembered that the regular boats have to
start at the bLeginning of the season aud
make regular trips throughout the scason
without regard to the ups and downs of
the traflic; consequently for a considerable
part of ¢ach scason the bLoats are run at a
loss, and if the tramp boats are allowed to
come at times when business is good and
make such rates as they please, and taka
the business away from the regular lines,
.1y business man should readily sec what
the effect must be. The railways interest-
cd have found it necessary to take the ac-
tion complained of by the Winnipeg
Board of Trade in order to keep the regu-
lar lines going, and we belicve this to be
in the public interest, as well as in the in-
terest of the railways.
Yours very truly,

W. C. VAN HORNE.
Montreal, May 16th, 1896.
Chas. N. Bell, Esq., Secretary Winnipeg
Board of Tradec.

Dear Sir :—Your letter of 28th uit., with
reference to the Canadian Pacific Railway
discriminating in freight rates against mer-
chandise arriving at Fort William by
other steamshp lines than the C. P. R, and
Beatty lines, has been considered by the
Council of this Board, with the result that
a remonstrance against such discrimina-
tion bas been addressed to G. M. Bos-
worth, Freight Traffic Manager, C.P. R,

GEO. HADRILL,
Secretary.

Mr. G. M. Bosworth, Freight Traffic
Manager of the C. P. R., viziting Wiani
peg shortly afterwards, he, with Mr, Robt.
Kerr, Traffic Manager, and J. M. Hanna-
ford, General Traffic Manager of the
Northern Pacific Railway Co., were inter-
viewed by a lirge deputation of the mem-
bers of the Boa 4, but with very unsatis-
factorv results, and no change in the situ-
ation has swmce occurred.

It may be mentioned that the Board re-
ceived letters from vessel owners in the
Lake Superior trade endorsing their posi-
tion in this matter.

The Board had a lengthy correspondence
with the Department of Inland Revenue
vegarding changes made in the grain
grades. The Department ordered certain
changes in the grades at a time when it
would have deranged the entire grain
trade to have introduced changes, as the
new crop was then moving heavily. After
much correspondence, and a trip of the
secrctary to Ottawa, suggestions wer
made which led to a satisfactory scitle-
ment of the difiiculty, and the obnoxious
changes in the regulations were not put
into force. Thus a vesy scrious situation
was averted by the action of the Board.
The Board suggest:d the appointment of
2 commission to fully consider the ques-
tion of the grain standards with a view t~

having permanent regulations made gob:
crning grain inspection,

After having had correspondence with.
several leading Boards of Trade in Canada
on the subject of the postage rate at pres-
ent in foree, the Council prepared the fol-
lowing petition addressed to IHis Excel-
leney the Governor-General-in-Council :—

“That tlus Board is of the opinion that
a revision of the postal rates and classifi-
cations of mil gatter should be made
that would provide for a uniform rate of
two cents per ounce on letters for carriage
within Canada, and from Canada to New-
foundland and the Umnited States ;

*“\Wherefore, your petitioners do pray
that Your Excellency-in-Council will sanc-
tion legislation providing for a uniform
rate of two cents per ounce on letters
posted in Canada for delivery in Canada,
Newfoundland and the United States, and
your petitioners as in duty bound will ever
pray.”

Copies of this petition, accompanied by
a letter expluining the motives of the
Board, were forwarded to every Inard of
Trade in the Dominion, with a reouest
that they would sign a copy of the petiticn
and transmit it to the Government and
also take up the matter with the represen-
tatives to Parliament from their several
districts.

We have been advised that a very large
number of these petitions have been sent
in to the Government; many of the
Boards appealed to have written us, ex-
pressing their thorough endorsation of the
prayer of the petition.

In answer to our own petition, forwards
cd to the Government, the Postmasters
General has answered that he is not in a
position to say what action the Governe
ment may take in regard to the matter,
Some of the members of Parliament for
Manitobn, who intervicwed the Postmas-
ter-General on our bekoli, inform us that
there was not much hope held out that the
petition would be successful. The Council
recommend  that the incoming Council
again take up this matter and make full re-
presentations, and, if necessary, further ad-
dress the other Boards of Trade in Canada
in that direction.

Towards the close of the year the Presi-
dent suggested, for the consideration of
the Board, the advisability of holding a
Business Men's Convention in this city,
and inviting business men throughout
Manitoba, the Territories and Western
Ontaro *o mieet and discuss matters of in-
terest to the business community. The
Boar 1l endorsed the proposition and placed
the matter in the hauds of the Council,
who appointed committees to arrange for
a convention of the character outlined.
Some six hundred circulars were mailed to
Husiness men, asking if they approved of
such a convention to be held in Winnipeg
during the first week in February, and also
requesting that they suggest to the com-
mittee subjects for ‘discussion at the con:
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vention, Replies were received from a
large number, which were unanimously in
favor of the convention, and a long list of
suggestions as to matters of interest for
discussion were sent in. Since, over one
thousand invitations have been mailed on
4 list as complete as the committee could
make it of the business men in the terri-
tory above mentioned. Many replies, in
acceptance of this invitation, are to hand,
and arrangements have heen made for the
convention to meet at 8 o’clock p. m. on
Thursday, the 4th February.

Note.~—The convention has since been
held, and it proved a great success.

Two communications were rceived in
October and November from J. S. Larke,
Commercial Agent of the Government of
Canada for Australasia. Mr. Larke is sta-
tioned at Sydney, New South Wales, and
advised the Board on the state and pros-
pects of the crops in Australia and New
Zealand., He reported that there was last
year, and would probably be this year, a
considerable shortage in the crops there.

Your Council are glad to report to the
Board that the relations existing with the
several Boards of Trade in Manitoba and
the Northwest Territories, and elsewhere
in Canada, are of the most friendly de-
scription, The Council have communi-
cated with the Provincial Boards on sev-
eral subjects during the past year, and
have received hearty support and co-oper-
ation in all matters advanced, tending to
the welfare of this western country, and
the Dominion in general. We could only
wish that some of the Provincial Boards
were more active in holding meetings for
the consideration of important matters af-
fecting the trade and commercial prosper-
ity of the province.

The Board was represented at the West-
ern Immigration Association mecting held
in Winnipeg on February 27th and 28th,
1896. A large number of subjects, of great
interest to that part of Canada lying be-
tween Lake Superior and the Pacific in
particular, were discussed by the conven-
tion,the principal items on the programme
being those relating to the best means to
be lopted to secure settlers for this west-
crn country, and to develop its varied re-
sources. The attendance was large, re-
presentatives from every district in the
territory defined being present. A per-
manent organization was effected, the ex-
ccutive being compased of representatives
from Western Ontario, Manitoba, the
Northwest Territories and British Colum-
bia. Representatives of the executive were
sent to Ottawa and interviewed the Do-
minion Government,cxplaining the scheme
adopted by the Association, and they ask-
ed for substantial financial assistance in
carrying on its work. The change of
Government at Ottawa no doubt interfer-
«d to prevent this assistance being given,
but- the Association has approached the
Government in power, and it is hoped that
success will crown their cflorts. The re-

presentatives of the Association also ad-
dressed some of the teading Trude Associ-
ations in Eastern Canada, and received en-
dorsement of the plans of the organization,

In April the Board, at a general meet-
ing, passed the following resolution :

Resolved, “That this Board heartily cn-
dorse the movement inaugurated by the
Western Canada Immigration Association,
and especially :—

“To establish a Bureaun of Immigration.

“To appoint as head of the Association,
without respect to politics, a man whose
pre-eminent  qualifications in matters of
immigration slzall fit him for the position.

“To establish a permanent office as head-
quarters (with a competent seeretary in
charge) in the city of Winnipeg, with
sub-associations in affiliation throughout
Waestern Canada.

“That the present organiation be con-
tinued in order that their work should be
pushed forward at this peculiarly oppor-
tune period, and thus save valuable time.”

In March a communication was received
from the Hon. Joseph Martin, enclosing a
copy of Bill No. 52, “An Act to Incorpor-
ate the Hudson’s Bay Canal and Naviga-
tion Company.” Mr. Martin informed the
Board that he objected to some of the
powers, asked for in the Bill, being grant-
ed to the Company, and asked the Board
to communicate their views to lhim as
soon as possible. The Council called a
general meeting of the Board for the con-
sideration of the matter, and, after consid-
crable discussion of the provisions of the
Bill. the following resolution was adopted,
and a copy forwarded to Mr. Martin :

“That this Board heartily endorse the
project of constructing a watcrway from
the southern boundary of Manitoba to the
shores of the Hudson Bay, but the Board
cannot sanction the sweeping privileges
asked by the Company in-connection with
the control of the streams flowing into
Lake Winnipeg, or the powers in connec-
tion with the disposition of the Company's
stock, and the Board are of the opinion
that the opening of tavigation from the
city of Winnipeg is a2 work which should
be undertaken and carried out, by the Do-
minion Government, and the privileges,
secured by-such a work, should be free to
all alike, and not controlicd by any private
corporation.”

The action of the Board in this matter
was no doubt onc of the principal factors
in securing the defeat of the Bill.

The {ollowing resolution was passed on
the I5th of April, regarding the death of
Sir John Schultz :—

“Be it resolved, That the Winnipeg
Board of Trade place on record their great
appreciation of the most valuable services
rendered to Canada, and particularly to
Manitoba, Keewatin, the Northwest Terri-
torics and Northern Districts, by the late
gentieman, and that 2 copy of this resolu-
tion be forwarded to Lady Schultz, with
an expression of the sympathy of the mem-
bers of this Board to her in her afiliction.”

Regarding the proposal emanating ;o
the Ottawa Board of Trade to i w3
Domniinion Board, the Winnipeg ' 1y

replied as follows (—

After due consideration the (
wrote the Ottawa Board as follows -

“This Board cannot see how any . .vay.
tages are to be enjoyed by Boards «.aam
from the seat of the proposed Do wigy
Board, and cannot favor the schem: pro-
posed.  The Board would very gladl. join
in any feasible plan to hold, period-aily,
a conference of delegates from the Bords
of Trade in Canada, to consider m tteps
of general interest to the whole Diaig.
s
UIn Pcbm:fr_v Iast a communication wac
received irom the Winnipeg Bankers As.
sociation, enclosing a Bill introduced in
the Doeminion House of Commone, e
titled “An Act Respecting Interest,” by
which iz was proposed to reduce the legal
rate of interest in Canada from six to four
pe- ceat.  Alfter full consideration, the
Coutzil pussed the foilowing reolution :—

Resolved, “That this Council, having
had considerdation of Bill No. & ‘An Aat
Respecting Interest,” are unanimously of
the opinion that it would be very injurious
to the best interests of the Proviuce of
Manitoba and of the general Domimon, if
a reduction of the rate of legal interest
below six per cent. was made.”

Copics of this resolution were forwarded
to .the Canadian Bankers’ Association, the
Hon. Miniter of Finance, and the Hon.
Joseph Martin, M. P. Mr. Martin wrote
the Board from Ottawa, assuring them of
his support in the view expressed by
them. It is satisiactory to note that the
Bill was aifterwards withdrawn.

In March, the WVinnipeg Bankers™ Asso-
ciation communicated with the Council on
the subject of the legal rate of intcrest, and
asked for the endorsation of the following
draft of a Bill which it was proposcd to
have introduced at the scssion of Parlia
ment then being held 1~

“Her Majesty, by and with the advice
and consent of the Scnate and Honse of
Commons of Canada, enacts as follows :

(1). The Act Respecting Interest, being
Chapter 127 of the Revised Statutes, is
hereby amended Ly adding thercto the
following provisions, which shall apply to
the Province of Manitoba only,

(2). Every judgment debt shall bear in-
terest at the rate of six per cont per
aunum until it is satisfied.

(3). Unless it is otherwise ordered by
the Court, such interest shall be calculated
from the time of the rendering ot the ver-
dict, or of the giving of the judiment, as
the case may be, notwithstanding that the
entry of the judgment upon the verdict, o7
upon the giving of judgment, <hali have
been suspended by any proccedinugs in the
action, whether in the court in vhuch the
action is pending, or in appeal.

(4).Every judgment, decree, '~ of of-
der of any court, whatsoever, i ~ny ¢ivil
procecding, whereby any sum oi money,
or any costs, charges or expeuses are

weid



Insurance

KIRBY & COLGATE

OUR MOTTO . GENERAY, AQENTS POR THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES |

. : Oxlodonian insuranco Co.
Best GOOdS at Connooticut Firg insurance Co,
Manchester Firo Assurance Co.

Lowest Prices North Britlsh and Mercantilo Ins Co.

Norwich Unlon Firo Insuranco Socloty
ALL CODDS CUARANTEED BY MANUFACTURER . American Suroty Oo.

British Amorican (Marine) ing. Co.
“@N’FED a representative in every town Mannhoim Insurance Co. (Occan and Marino)
from Winnipeg to the coast to handle carriages canada Accldont Assuranco Co.

that are up-to-date and sure to bring you trade. 1fI

am not represented in your tuwn, write direct to me,
and I will interest you in the way of prices and quality
of goods. No Travellers Expenses, but profit

-~

goes to customers

JOINT AGENTS WITH F. D. COOPER, FOR THE
BRITISH EMPIRE MUTUAL LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

Yours ror TRADB.

A. C. McRA TRUST FUNDS FOR INVESTMENT AT
Wholesa's Carriage Dealer and Garfie ToEunfaciurer LGWEST GURRENT RATES
Carner King and James Street, WINNIPEG, Ma... Gffice : CANADA PERMANENT BLOCK, WINNIREG

larendon
otel ___

HAS NO SUPERIOR IN WESTERN CANADA
AND 1§ IN EVERY RESVPECT

A FIRST-CLASS FAMILY AND COMMERCIAL HOTEL
WITH EVECRY MODERN COMFORT AND LUXURY

GorReR 7 PORTAG2 AVE, AKD DONALD ST, WiNHIPER

Suites of Rooms for Families. Lately added ":{'_Supcrb Ladies' Cafe and First.Class Lunch Counter.

A Solid Fire-Proof building thoroughly Heated and Ventilated. Turkish and Russien Baths in connection
with the house. ]

RATES FROM $1.50 A DAY UPWARDS

This House has been thoroughly overhauled and renovated: i)y the present Proprictor, and every
detail for the comfort of Guests has been carefully attended to.

C. F. BUNNEL, Proprietor

9



129X,

COMMENCED BUSI’NEQS

Assets over $1 0,000 000.

J§ Lowost Rates Conaistent with Security.
N Agencles at. ail Principal Points in Maritobaand N. W. Territorlies.

Agonts Wanted in Unrepresonted Districts.

1802,
IN CANADA, 18S36;

The HARTFORD Fire

INSURANCE CO.

Surplus to Policy Holders $4.514,392.
OFFICE NORTH-WEST Dept., -

W. W. SCRIMES, Supt.,

431 MAIN STREET WINNIPEG.

Kouschaid F,'umltuu Potlcles & Spccialty

L

W. J. GUEST
‘Wholesale Dealer in Fresh and Cured Fish,
Oysters, Poultry and Game.

m Fresly Rish Receied DBaily %

From boih Pacific and Atlantic
Coasts. . uemennstiED

Mail orders, large or small, promptly filled.

602 Main St., Winnipeg.

IR

STUART & HARPER

Machinery & Supplies
WESTERN AGENTS FOR.

Stratford Mill Building Company; Dndge Wood Split Pulley
Compavy; Northéy Mfg. Company (Steam Fumps); Pacard
ElectncCo (Lamps a.ndSupplxes)

Dea!orsm BOILERS, -ENGINES, PUMPS, FLOUR MILLS,
Feed Mills, Elevator Machmery‘ Saw M:illa, "Wood Workmg
Machinery, Laundry Machinery. Electric Light Dynamos and
Motors. Lighting Plants xnsulled in Mills' and Factories
Etectric Suoplies of all kinds in stock. Armature Winding and
Repairs, Large stock of Second Hand Machinery of all Einds
-always in stock.

Office and Warerooms,

758-760-762 MAIN ST, WINNIPEG.

BBOMLEY ,cSz CO., ~=

MANUFACTURERS OF

TENTS, AWNINGS,
PAULINS,
WAGON AND CART

COVERS, FLAGS, ETC.

Corner of Princess and
' Alexander Streets,
‘Winnipeg.

MANUFAOTURERS OF
MATTRESSES, WOVEN
WIRE SPRINGS,
FEATHER PILLOWS,
BOLSTERS, ETC.

——

Telephone 68.
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NORTH-WEST CANADA

LANDS

FOR EVERYBODY

Free Grants of Government Lands

-

Calgary and Edmonton Railwdy (o,

Ou'Appelle, Long Lake and

daskatchewan Railway Go.

First-Class Agricultural and Grazing Lands for sale at low prices
" and on easy terms.

GOOD SOIL PURE WATER AMPLE FUEL -

May still be obtained within easy reach

GOOd HOmESteads of stations on either of these ra.ilways.

TOWN LOTS for Sale in South Edmonton, Leduc, Wetaskiwin. Ponoka,
Lacombe, Red Deer, Innisfail, Olds, High River, Okotoks Macleod, Prince

Albert, Duck Lake, Saskatoon and Rosthern

Yull mformatxoh maps, pampblu ete., sent free on application to

Oster,Hommond &Nan tom

LAND DEPARJMENT

381 MAIN STREET, WINNIPEG, MANITOBA,
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- BLEND

. . Shield

BRAND OF

4?" Teas and COffee

Best Value Packed

No.1 Tea - - 350c No. 1 Coffee 50¢.
No.2 « - - 40c. No. 2 « - - «%Oc.
No.3 « - . 35ec.  No.3 - 2 30c..

PACKED BY

SUTHERLAND & GAMPBELL
Wholesale Grocers, Winnipeg.

. Importers and Tea Blenders

W. . SANFORD MANUFACTURING C0., LIMITED.

COorner Princess and Bannatyne Strests - - WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.
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Manufacturers of FINE- CLOTHING,

FACTORY, HAMILTON, ONTARIQ.
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made payable t6 any »person, shall have
the effect of a judgment, under-this -Act,
and the amount payable thereunder shall
be deemed to be a ;mlgmcnt debt within
the meaning of Scction 2 of this Act.

The Council, by resolution, endorsed thc
prmcxple of this draft Bill.

Early in last year the Board received a
communication from Mr, Gordon Kirk-
patrick, of Brisbane, stating that there
were a larg number of persons, with a cer-
tain amount of means, who could not pur-
chaie agricultural lands in Australia, and
he cousidered thiat a large number-of this
class could be induced to cmigrate to
Manitoba -as settlers. The Council refer-
red this letter. to the Western  Canada Im-
migration Association, as the best means
of having correspondence carried on with
Mr. Kirkpatrick.  The -Association has
taken the matter up with the Department
of Immigration at Ottawa, and the Board
has since received a communication on the
subject from the Hon. Clifford Slfton, and.
it is likely that the matter will receive dite
attention during the year, when it is ex-
pected active work will be carried on in
the direction "of immigration.

In February last the following copy of a
resolution was received from the Chamber
of Commerce, at Rochester, N. Y., with a
request that this Board endorse the prin-
ciple therein outlined :—

“Whereas, This Chamber represeats the
commercial interests of one of the large
citics upon an irternational border land
and common chanzsiel and water bound-
ary, between two peorles engaged in like
pursuits and of a comtnon origin, cach
alike desirous of peace with honor, and

deprecate war or that armed neutrality for-

cign to thiis continent ;

“Whereas. Needless rumors of war and
misunderstandings are subversive of busi-
ness interests and our common develop-
ment, and the preservation of rights of in-
dividuals and states through the medium
of riegotiations and temporary arbitrations'
have been awkward and unsatisfactory ;

“Resolved, That the present situation af-
fords an international opportunity for a
permanent remedial understanding ; and

“Whereas, Upon the one side there is a
republic, a federation of sovercign states,
with a Federal Tribunal decisive of the
rights of those states, and between the citi-
zens of cach ; and upon the other side a
federation of provinces, in all respects re-
publics suve allegiance, in one, Dominion,
with a similar court of appellate jurisdic-
tion, and this Dominion a colonial ‘de-
pendence in a federated Empife, with the
judicial committee of its Privy Council
the final arbitrator ; and

“Whereas, The procedure of these courts
and the jurisprudence of all these peoples
is 2 growth under one common law, and
the decisions of their own courts inter-
quotable and respected in authority ; and

“Whereas, The Hon, Charles A, Towne
has presented a resolution' directing the
Committecc on Foreign Affairs of ‘the

House of Representatives in the Congress
of the United States to report on the
practicability of the establishment of a
permanent Court of Arbitration, constitut-
cd for the decision, by rules of law, of all
controversies between the peoples and
goveruments of the United States and the
British Empire, except those involving the
honor qr auwtonomy of cither. And also
for the speedy and amicable adjustment of
the boundary line between this country
and the possessions of Great Britain ;
therclore,

“Resolved, That the Chamber of Com-
merce, of Rochester, N. Y., heartily en-
dorses the purpose of such resolution, and
that copics of these resolutions be sent to
similar Boards of Trade in the border
cities of the United States and Canada.”

After being discussed by the Council,
the following resolution was passed and
forwarded to the Rochester Chamber :—

Resolved, “That the Council of the Win-
nipeg Board of Trade, having duly consid-
cered the resolution forwarded by the
Rochliester (N.Y.) Chamber of Commerce,

relating to the establishment of a Court of

International Arbitration, constituted for
the decision, by rules of law, of contro-
versies arising between the British Em-
pire and the United States, hereby ex-
presses its full approval of the tenor of
the said resolution, and hopes that pro-
ceedings will speedily be taken in the di-
rection of amicably settling all interna-
tinnal differences by a just and impartial
tribunal, and that such tribunal when es-
tablished may cffectually prevent the pos-
sibility of any interruption to the friendly
fecling existing, and which should always
exist, between the British Empire and the
United States.”

The Council took up, with the local
committee of the British Association
mecting in Toronto, the matter of endeav-
oring to have as many members as pos-
sible of the Association visit Manitoba and
the West, immediately after their meeting
in August, 1897. The committee has re-
plied that they iwill lend every assistance
in carrying out the views of this Board,
and have already interviewed Sir William
Van Horne on the subject. Sir William
stated that, in his opinion, it would be
better for the members of the Association,
and for the country, that the visitors
should not go in a body, but singly, or in
small groups, and at their own conveni-

cnce. This arrangement would -allow them.

to sec more of ‘the countr) than if they
were to go all in one c\curswn train. He
intimated ‘that he would Very carly con-
sider the matter and determine what the
Canadian Pacific Railway Co. would do.
The Council have written Sir William, and
urged that every endecavor be made to
have the mesmbers of the Association visif
the Western country.

At a general meeting of the Board, on
the 8rd of November, 1836, the following
resolution was unanimously adopted, and
a copy forwarded to the Minister of Rail-

-

ways and Canals :—

“Whereas, the present railway and water
route for traffic through Canada to the
southeastern portion-of British Columbia
is so iong and indirect, that, by reason of
delay and expense in sending goods over
it, business cannot be properly transacted
between that portion of British Columbia
and other parts of Canada, and trade is
thus being diverted from Canada to thé
United States, and may become perman-
ently diverted, unless better transportation
facilities are cstablished.:

“And whereas, business and trade with
the people of that portion of British Col:
umbia is rapidly increasing, and likely to
more largely increase in the near future,
by reason of its mining industries attract-
ing population and capital,

“And wheras, a railway through the
southern portion of British Calumbia by
the Crow’s Nest Pass, connecting with the
present railway system of Canada, would
afford better facilitics for the transporta-
tion of passengers and goods, and open up
a district containing good cokeing coal,
which, if made available, would give a
great impetus to those mining industries ;

“Therefore, be it resolved, that the Do-
minion Government be urgently requested
to immediately take such steps as will re-
sult in the construction, at the carliest pos-
sible time, of a railway through the Crow's
Nest Pass, so that those portions of Can-
ada lving cast of British Columbia may
have better means of communication and
trade with the Kootenay and Okanagan
districts of British Columbia, and so that
sueh trade may not becone diverted from
Canada.”

In October, the matter of an Experi-
mental Farm for the castern part of Mani-
toba was considered by the Board, and the
accompanying resolution was passed and
forwarded to the Department of Agricul-
ture, at Ottawa :—

Resolved, “That for the purpose of as-
sisting in the development of the great ag-
ricultural interests, upon which the ex-
tent and prosperity of trade and cvery
other intereet in this country depend, in
the opinion of this Board, owing to the
varying conditions from the western por-
tion of the Province, the esablishment by
the Dominion Government of an Experi-
wental Farm near Winnipeg for the see-
tion known as the Red River Valley,wouid
be a most desirable and useful auxiliary.”

Correspondence has been had with the
Department of Agriculture, since the pass-
ing of the above resolution, and the Cuun-
cil has-been informd that an Act would be
required to enable the Government to es-
tablish the ‘Experimental Farm sought for.
The Minister is now considering the ques-
tion.

Thie Council considered the matter of se-
curing; for Canada, in-European countrics,
conm.creial representdtives, who would act

‘for Canada in commercial matters, as con-

lsgxlar agents of Great Britain do for the
trade of the Mother Country, and arrived
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at the conclusion that the plan suggested
in the following resolution was the right
oue :—

Resolved, “Whereas, the most suitabje
and most desirable settlers for Canada,out-
side of those fram the British Isles, are to
be obtained from the Continentai coun-
trigs of Northern Europe, in nearly all of
which countries the work of forcign cmi-
gration.agents is forbidden by faw ;

“And whereas, the United States, and
other nations.of America, have in all such
countrics numcrous consuls and vice-con-
suls, many of whom hold office without
cmolument, and whose duties imply the
furnishing of information regarding their
country and its resources to all. intending
emigrants applying to them for such in-
formation, thus doing the work of emi-
gration agents as far as the laws of the
cauntrigs in which they reside will permit,
and. securing for the country they repre-
sent the bulk of the overflow of popula-
tion from those nations of Nerthern, En-
rope.

“And whereas, Canada, as a cclony of
Great Britain, not having the rights of ap-
poigting. consular or other agents having
dircct diplomatic relations with forcign
countries, and being only one of the many
colonies of the Empire not in a position
to expect British consuls to do for the
Dominion. the work which United States
consuls and vice-consuls do for their own
country in the interests of immigration,
therefore Canada works under “great dis-
a\(_lsgnt:_l‘gc, and has heretofore been power-
less to sccure anything like a fair share
of the valuable class of scttlers, who have
flocked from the countries of Northern
Eurgpe to the new world,

“Therefore, be it resolved, after careful
consideration of this anomalous and dis-
advantagcous situation in which Canada
is, placed, this Board would strongly urge
the appointing by the Dominion Govern-
ment of a regular staff of Commercial
Agents-General, one to cach of the coun-
trics referred to, who could each have
numerous deputies at leading poiuts of
cach country ; aand that one leading duty
of such agents and their depuucs should
bc to furnish to applicants in search of a
home in the New World, the fullest infor-
mation rcg’xrding the resources af our
Dominjon and its advantages as a new
jand to settle in, always, it is scarcely
necessary to say, confining their efforts, in
this work, strictly within the limits of the
laws of the country in which they may
reside.

“This Board sees also, in this arrange-
ment, 3 valuable power in furthering the
trade interests of both importers and ex-
porters of the Dominion, enabling import-
ers to deal direct with forcign manufac-
turers, instead of through British middle-
men, and also enabling exporters of grain
and: other Canadian: products, to deal di-
rect with. Continental European purchas-
ers, instead of through the commission
houses of London, Liverpool and New

York, as has been the general rule here-
tofore.”

Copies of the above rasolution were for-
warded to every Board of Trade in Canada,
some one hundred and thirty. in-al}, with a
request that they take steps to endorse the
princivle therein comtained, and make re-
presentations, to the® Dominion Govern-
ment and their represcutatives in Parlia-
ment, that action should be taken to carry
this plan of securing representation abroad
into effect. Many Boards have answered,
expressing their approval of the sugges-
tions made by this Board, and promising
to support the movement.

The Loudon, Eng., Chamber of Com-
merce notified this Board, in July last, that
Her Majesty's Government had accepted
the invitation of tlie Belgian Government
to: be represented at the International Ex-
hibition, to be held in Brassels in 1897,
and the Government -requested the Lon-
don Chamber of Commerce to organize a
British section. ~ The London Chamber
were desirous that colonial products should
be included in this cxhibition, and asked
the assistance of Canadian Boards of Trade
to sccure a proper representation of Cana-
dian. exhibits. The Council took up this
matter with the Manitoba Department of
Agriculture, and it is probable that an ex-
hibit of Manitoba products will be made.

Owing to the heavy rains of last spring,
the unpaved streets of the city were in a
very bad condition for traffic, so much so,
as to emtail great loss to the mercantile
community. The Council considered it to
be their duty to make some representa-
tions to the City Council on behalf of the
Board, and a copy of the following reso-
lution was forwarded to the City Council,
the President, at the same time, being re-
quested to offer, on behalf of the Board,
to His Worship the Mayor, any assistance
that the members of -the Board could give
in devising some scheme for the improve-
ment of the city strcets, at not too <x-
pensive a cost -~

“Resolved,“that this Council of the Win-
nipeg Board of Trade now place their op-
inion on record that the best interests ot
the City of Winnipeg would be served if
the Board of Aldermen wonld at once teke
under their consideration the wrgent ne-
cessity existing for the proper pavement
of the streets of the city on an extensive
scale. They are of the opinion tlnt the
streets, during the past two months, liave
been in a condition dnsgraccfu! to a city
which claims to be progressive and enter-
prising ; and further, they arc of the opin-
ion that the bad condition of. the streets
is seriously affectivg the business interests
of the city.”

A week later, the Manitoba Board of
Fire Underwriters proposed to this Board
that the two associations should jointly
represent to the City Council the matter of
the condition of the streets, but as this
Council had already acted in.the miatter,
and the City Council alrcady had the mat-
ter under consideration, it was, felt that we

could take.no Jurther action at.that time,

In. October, as o active measures hag
been taken in the directic of the im-
provement of the streets, the .matter was
considered at a meecting of the Bourq,
which resulted in the {ollowing resalution
Leing passed and. forwarded: to the Cuy
Council :—

“Whereas, -in the- business interests of
the city. it is of the utmost importance
that the streets of Winnipeg should be 1t
proved ;

“And whercas, it has been announced
that the Canadian Pacific Railway lhas
agreed: to grant, for the next two years, a
Jow freightrate on .paving material, a< an
inducement to the. citizens to hmprove the
streets ;

“Thercfore, be it resolved, that this
Board respectfully urge upon the Mayor
and City Council the importance of taking
advantage of the offer now made by the
Canadian Pacific Railway, and request thay
they. will take such steps as may be neces.
sary to have the principal strects of the
city paved during the ensuing yeur; and
further; that a copy of this resolution be
forwarded to the Mayor and City Council,
with a request that they will give the mat-
ter their carliest and best cousideration.”

A short time after the Legislative Com-
mittee of the City Council invited this
Board, with other business associations ol
the city, to send.six delegates to a mweat
ing of that cannuittee to discuss the front-
age system of taxation for the umprove-
ment cf the city’s streets and pavements
in gencral.  Delegates were sent, and,
after holding some meetings with the
Legislative Committee, the conference re-
commended to the City Council that sev-
eral miles of streets in the city be ma-
cadamized. during 1897.  Action is now
being taken in that direction by the Cuty
Council for this year.

The Council last year reported that, not-
w:thst:mdmg the many requests made to
the Customis and Public Works Depart-
ments at Ottawa, that they should casry
out the promises made, to arrange for the
removal of the Customs Postal Package
Office from the inconvenient position in
the Exawining \Wareroom, at the south
end of the city to the Post Office build-
ing, so that no.delay would ensue ater the
arrival of forcign mails for the delwery
of packages subject to custonts dutes, no-
thmg had resulted. Immedsately atter the
annual mecting the Council took up thus
matter anew with the Comptroller of Cus-
toms, and after considerable correspond-
ence, secured the fulfilment of the prom-
15¢ so often made. We are pleased to re-
port that this office is now situated in the
Post. Office building in the centre of the

tity,. to, the great conveuience of the public
who receive packages from foreign coun-
tries.

The Board of Trade of Revelstoke, B.C,
.\ddresscd a communication 1o this Board,
in March last on the subject o1 certain
store gars.run by the _Canadian Pacific
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. Raltway -Co: between Donald and Kam-
loops, complaining that these cars com-
peted against the trade of the merchants in
that district. The Board requested that we
should inteeview the C. P, R. authorities
and assist them in endeavoring to sccure
the rembval of these cars. The Council
referred the communication to the officials
of the Canadian Pacific Railroad, and
asked that they should explain their views
on the situation, Mr, Henry Abbott, Gen-
cral Snperintendent of the Pacific Divis-
jon, kindly answered the Board at length
giving details of the operation of their
store car, and stated that the supplies for
such cars are charged full freight rates, so
that there was no advantag as to prices in
that respect over ordinary dealers ; that
there are long stretches of road where it
would be very inconvenient for section
men, especially, to obtain supplics, and that
such shupplics would cost considerably
nore, owing to the fact that the men
would have to losc time going to stores,
and their supplies would be subject to.de-
lay, incidental to shipment, and that, in
some cases the section men live at a dis-
tance froni the station, where ordinary
trains stop; so-that a large number of men
would be put to great inconvenience and
extra cost to obtain their supplies from
store-keepers. It was Jfor these reasons
that the-store tar was inaugurated, and the
sale to outsiders is catircly prohibited, as
well ‘as ‘to ‘employecs of the road at Don-
ald, Revelstoke, Salmon Arm and Kam-
loops.

The Minister of Trade and Commcree, in
August last, requested this Board to send
any suggestions they might have to offer
on the-subject of the possibie extension of
trade of the Dominjon in various dwee-
tions, The Council referred the matter to
a committee, who made the following re-
port ;=

Winnipeg, October 14, 1896.
To the Council of the Board of Trade,
City.

Gentlemen :—Your committee, to whom
was referred the communication from the
Departmient of Trade-and Commerce, ask-
ing as to' the-methods whereby, in the op-
inion of the Board, existing trade could be
increased ‘or new ‘traflic developed in any
direction, beg leave to report :

First. That, in the opinion of your com-
mittee, a reduction in the customs tarift
would aid materially in developing trade?
that in particular. those duties which press
harshly on the farming community should
be materially. reduced.

Second. It‘is most desirable that means
should be taken by the Dominion Gov-
ernment to cause: a- reduction of charges
on produce by the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company on the Western Division,
‘eSpecially on outgoing produce, in order
that our farmers should have the best pos-
sible-encouragement, and*not only be able
to succced themselves, but thereby to aid
in the bringing in'of their old-fricnds and

countrymen to sharé in their success.

Third. That means should be taken to
prevent discrimjnation at Fort William in
favor of or agaisist any given boat or lines
of boats, in order that the greatest possible
competition should be had from that point
castward in the carrying out of our pro-
duce and bringing in of merchandise,

Fourth, That direct routes of travel
should be opened into the interior of Brit-
ish Columbia, under Government controf
as to rates, in order that all sorts of pro-
duce, as well as merchandise, required in
the mining regions, should be had from
this country, thereby materially aiding our
farmers in the sale of produce, which, in
many cases, cannot otherwise find a sat-
isfactory market, and also in retaining a
large and growing trade within the Do-
minion,

Fifth. That a vigorous immigration pol-
icy should be inaugurated and carried out
in- a thorough business-like>manner,

J. H. ASHDOWN,
Convenor.

The above report was adopted by the
Council and forwarded to the Minister,
and in due course there was received an
acknowledgement,which contained the fol-
lowing clause :  “I have to request you to
cordially thank the Board for the very
kind interest taken in the matter, and for
the suggestions that they have ecinbodied
in the report, and to assure them that thg
matter will be, with other reports of a
similar nature, place? before the Minister
for his consideratioa and such action, in
connection therewith, as lte may deem ad-
visable in the best inter-sts of the trade ot
the country.” .

Your Council of last year, acting origin-
ally on a report of the committee for the
settiement of vacant lands, brought to the
attention of the Board the hardship en-
tailed on immigrants, who brought their
farm cattle with them from the United
States, by a quarantine of ninety days at
the International boundary line. The
Council, after consulting with the most
extensive Manitoba cattle exporters, who
assured the Board that the export trade
would not be adversely affected thereby, at
some length petitioned the Dominicn Gov-
erament to have this quarantine abolished
with a provision, if it was considered ne-
cessary, that a rigid inspection of such
cattle be made in lieu of the quarantine,

The late Government, as the Councii
was informed by the Hon. T. M. Daly,
who: took .an active interest in the propo-
sition contained in our petition, had: the
niatter under consideration when they
went out of power. .

The Council took up the matter anew
with the present Dominion Government,
strongly urging the abolition of the quar-
antinte. From time to time, in communi-
cations rcceived from the Department of
Agriculture, the Council has been inform-
ed that the matter was receiving the atten-
tion of the Government, and we are now

glad to inform the Board that steps havé
been finally taken for securing the repeal-
ing or modification of the quarantine law.

Note.~The quarantineg has now been
withdrawn,

Early in last ycar urgent appeals were
again made to the Dominion Government,
in regard to an appropriation for the St
Andrew's Rapids improvements, and the
statement was made in the House of
Commons by Hon. John Haggart that it
was the intention of the: Government. to
do something .in that direction, but the
disturbance in public matters by the poli-
tical situation last year did not permit of
any practical results,

In October last, the Council, learning
that the Hon. J. 1. Tarte, now Minister of
Public Works, would visit Winnipeg, ap-
pointed a committee to interview him-on
the subject of the Red River improve-
ments, and requested the City Council to
appoint a commiittee, so that, as in-the
past, the two bodies would act conjointly
in this matter. A public meeting was held
in the City Council Chamber, at which
Mr. Tarte was present, when representa-
tives of the Board and City Council
strongly urged upon him the extreme de-
sirability and -nccessity for the Dominioft
Government making adequate improve-
ments in the Red River, which is a nav-
igable stream under the jurisdiction- of the
Dominion. The Hon. Mr. Tarte, in reply-
ing, stated that he would go into the mat-
ter fully, and had already wired his Chief
Inginecer to come on to Winnipeg: to
make a personal inspection of the rapids,
with a view that his Department might

have full information to base a decision
upon.

He also spoke very favorably. of
his impression of the necessity of this im-
portant work, and a-few days afterwards,
in company with the members of the com-
mittee, and Messrs, J. A, Macdonell, M.
P., and R. L. Richardson, M. P., -visited
thé rapids and made a personal inspection.
Chief Engineer Coste also visited the rap-
wds with City Engincer Ruttan, and went
fully into the matter with him,

The Council trusts that, in view of ‘the
statements made to Mr. Tarte and Mr.
Coste, while in Winunipeg, and since they
have returncd to Ottawa, a substantial sum .
will be placed in the estimates, to be pre-
sented at the next session of Parliamient,
to actively prosecute this work.

A committee of his Council was ap-
poiuted ‘to consider an application for the
assistance of the Board, made by some re-
sidents of Rockwood Municipality in: the
neighborhood of Foxton, Manitoba, to en-
deavor to secure for them the extension of
a branch of the C. P. R. 1o that point,:the
commuttee to sce if there was sufficint rea-
ason to justify the Board in going to-the
Local Government to ask aid for such
extension and to secure information. as to
area, crops, ete, in the district affected.
After correspodence with the petition-
ers, and of the consideration of several
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letters written by General Superintendent
Whyte and Sir \Vilham Van Horne, the
committee reported that they were not
willing to go to the Government to ash
for something they could not endorse, and
that they could not make up their nunds
to ask fer a grant of one hundred and
twenty thousand dollars for fifteen miles of
road under the circumstances of the situ-
ation, as it existed.

Last spring a member of the Board
made cowmplaint to the Council that the
Manitoba Dairy Association, whose chief
reventte-is a grant from the Local Govern-
ment, had issued a circular informing
manufacturers of dairy products that they
had established an agent in the city,
amongst whose duties was included “scll-
ing on consignment.”  The complaint
stated that it was unfair to persons regu-
larly engaged in the handling of dairy pro-
ducts that the Government should subsi-
dize an association to engage in the same
trade. On investigation 1t was learned
that the circular complained of had been
superceded by one in which the objection-
able feature had been climinated.

The library of the Board tlis year quite
outgrew its quarters, and the Council
found it advisable to sccure a large addi-
tion to their book cases. Nearly one hun-
dred dollars was also spent on special
books, and the addition of these, with the
large number of Government and Trade
Organizations’ reports recetved, has made
4 most substantial increase to the number
of volumes now owned by the Board.

Last autumin arrangements were made
for an excursion for members of the Boa-:
and others to the Kootenay district.  Sev
eral members of the Board took advantage
of the special rates offered by the C P. R
and Northern Pacific.

An invitation was sent to .the Board for
its members to join in a deputation to Ot-
tawa for the purpose of mterviewing the
Minister of Railways and Canals on the
Georgian Bay Canal Project. Mr. Mec-
Leod Stewart, of Ottawa, intimated his
intention of coming to Winnipeg to ad-
dress the Bouard on this subject, but, ow-
ing to circumstances which arose, he was
unable to do so, and no action was taken
in the matter.

The Courcil is pleased to inform the
Board that a substantial increase was made
to the gencral membership during the last
year,

The Council regret to have to place on
record that during the past year two mem-
bers of the Board were rmoved by death ;
Mr. W. F. Henderson, an old member of
the bourd, and Mr. John Paterson. who
had joined but a few months previously

In view of the fact that a committec of
the Dominion Government has been sit-
ting in many of the castern cities, to take
voluntary evidence offered as to the pres-
ent customs tartfl and its workings, the
matter of the advisability of having the
commission sit in Winnipeg, so that the

people here who desired to present evid-
ence would have an opportunity to do so,
was discussed at a general meeting of the

Board, on the 6th of January, 1897, ana
the efforts of the Board have been success-

ful m securing a meeting of the comnus-
sion i Winmpeg

This summary of the report of the
Council will will show the great number
of questions which were dealt with by the
Board during the year. Besides the mat-
ters referred to here, quite a number of
other matters of minor importance were
considerd by the Board.

President Mathewson’s
Adgess.

Below we give the address of retiring
President F. H. Mathewson, at the recent
annual meetmmg of the Wimnmpeg Board of
Trade, The address refers to so many mm-
portant matters that we give 1t in full
Mr. Mathewson -spoke as follows :

Gentlemen :—In retirmg from the office
with which you honored me a year ago,
I shall follow the example of my predeces-
surs, and make some brief references to
matters of wterest to you .and others en-
gaged m busmess.

I will first refer briefly to some of the
matters contained 1 the report of the
Council, which 1s now 1 your hands.

Last April the Board was mstrumental
i having subnutted to the Government at
Ottawa memonals from nearly all the
Boards of Trade m Canada, urging upon
their attention the desirability of having
Commercaial Agents appomted to represent
Canada m the vanous countries of North-
ern Europe.

It was pomted out that one of the lead-
mg duties ot such agents should be to
furmsh mtelhigent mformativn regardmg
the resources of Canada to those about
to cmngrate, and 1t was also shown that
such an arrangement would be a valuable
power n advancmg the trade mterest of
the Donnmion.

From miormation recently received.from
the Muuster of the Interior, I have rcason
to believe that the suggestions embodied
m the memorial will have the best consid-
eration of the Government,

The wdividual members of this Board,
n their various capacities, represent a very
large proportion of the assessed value of
the property o tlus aity, and they have, on
more than one occasion during the past
year given expression to their views on
the importance of having the strects im-
proved.

The Board 1s on record as having urged
the City Council to proceed, at as early
a date as possible, to have the streets
paved on a broad and comprehensive scale,
and 1t 15 to be hoped that somcthing will
be done in this important matter during
the conung season,

If Winnipeg is to be classed as a mod-

ern and progressive city, and maint 1y i
reputation as_a healthy place to re- je 1,
1t must have good streets and u good
waterworks and seweage system

Some change should also be mad. i 1)
present methed of munaging its an o 5
change which would provide for t . gp.
pomtment of an executive, who shiol pe
panl a reasonable sum for their scive ¢

If tlns were done, and the Coun. il wae
relieved of the mass of detatl work slich
they now have to deal with, there wouly
be less difficulty i inducing our bi g ¢y
Zens to serve on it,

In view of the mmportant problein. fae.
mng this city. 1 think the member o he
Board should watch the course i cvie
affawrs very closely.

The Board was mvited to send delegates
to the Congress of Chambers ot Cum-
merce of the Empire, which tovk pisce
London last June, and had the goud for
tune to be represented at it by Sir Donald
A, Smuth, Mr. Stephen Nairn aid the
iIon. T. M. Daly.

Tlus Board 1s greatly indebted to 15
delegates for the able manner in which
they looked aiter its interests and pressed
its views, as set forth in the resoluuons
passed for their guidance.

The report of the delegates will be jound
printed m full in the Counal's reBort, ana
1 commend them to you for your careful
perusal, R

Advantage was taken of the visit of the
Hon. the Muuster of Public Works to this
aty last October, to interview hum with
respect to the improvements n the navga-
tion of the Red River at St. Andrew's
Rapuds, wlhnch have been urged so persist-
ently by this Board for many years past,
and while the Minsster could not,oi course,
pledge the Government to undertake the
work, from statements made by hum, and
by the Chief Engmeer of s Department,
whom he sent_for, there are goud reasons
for hopmg that at thc conmung scssion of
Parhament an appropriation will be made
fur this work, wiuch, if completed, will
not only be an important factur i devel
oping the trade of tlis city, but will also
prove of great benefit to the people resid-
ing m the valley of the Red River.

Thns Board took strong grounds agamst
the recent proposal to agaun Jiange the
grain standards classification, cspectally
the nuddle of the grain scasvn, and even
went so far as to delcane to appumnt any
of 1ts members on the Gran Standards
Board, which met here last Udobern

I wu of opinion that the Standards
Board, as at present constituted, 1s alte
gether too cumbersome, and 1t 1> respons-
ible for the continued agitation ior change
which takes place, and which aliccts den-
mentally both producer and deakr.

As our grain comes t¢ <ompetition
with that graded at Duluth, ur grade
should be kept as closc uv pussible to
theirs.

The standard samples should be made
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Is a Gold Mine, already developed beyond the” expenmenml stage within five hours ride by
xail and two Liours drive from Winnipeg.

A

Officered and Managed by men weil _and favorably known thxoughout " the Canadian
Northwest :—President, D, C. Cameron, President of the Rat Portage Lumber Company, Treasurer, J. H. Neeve.
Manuger Bank of Ottawa at Rat Portage, Secretary, Ji H. Chaloner.

Property 143 Acres in what hisso far proved to be the.richest gold belt in the Lake of tho Woods,
Development, over 100 feet sinking and 150 fect tunnelling at one: spot

Results ; Vein hos widened -from four to seven feet, and has -increased in ‘richness with depth.
-Assays §6 to 822 a ton. 500 tons pay ore on the dump ; 5000 tons pay orein sight above-the tannels.

_ The stock is being sold on the basis of what, can be seen by any one visiting the property. It is not
advertised as a shipping mine, if it were the mill results would be published, that is the namber of tons sh pped and
tho.amount of money received, not assays. It i believed thas the.ore ¢an be mined and milled at a-cost of §3 a ton.

If-the vein continues us well as the large amount of developmen} work.shows, it will-farnish sufficient ore
Yosupply a forty stamp 1nill capable of treating 100 tons 4 day. . The mill will be erected when sufficient ore is in
sight to keep it running. The capitdl stock is 1,000,000 shares of the ‘par valueof $1 each, 600,000 of these shares
aare in the treasury. Enough of these will be $0ld to put the mine on u dividend paying basis, the remainder will
Ibolong to. all'the shareholders. You.cdn now buy this stock at ton cents a share. -Investigate and compm'e thig
“With othier mining propositions now before the public. For prospectus-or stock apply to '

-

- C. Ho' NIRRT ORN, ss0 MAlN 8T, WINNIPEQ
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Having:great confidence, (the outcome of seversl years of investigation;) in the - wondérfal mineral
wesources of the.great-gold and silver belt extending frc«m Jack Fish Bay. to the Eastern border- of Manitoba, and
‘believing that the time is-now ripe for its development, and that for those who will combine cordinary business
prudence &nd judgment with-their capital, an ‘Investment there should be.met with very proﬁtable retarns. 1 bave
.arranged. my husiness so ag-to. permxc my devotmg a lm-ge portlon. of mv ‘time”to -

Pmmuﬂng ?ﬂinﬁng !nves‘&mams.

" I handle such mining stocks. as I can recommend ; also prospects and- partly: developed 1nines.”

I 'believe my acquaintance with the district,. knowledge of local conditions, and facﬂmes.for investigating
:shonld be of-value to-those.of my clients-who ate willing to take ordinsry mmmg chance‘s TLinake-a:specialty of

’ pmcurmg propertics-on terms admitting-of syndicating and working.

elietle men wanted ss agents-in Manitoba and ‘Ontario. -1 have some promlsmg locatxons ;for sale, and
am- She broker for Master Jack Stock. Refelence .any- bemk dn Wmmpeg
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permanent and graded up to by the gr‘aiu
mepctors, who are Government officials
and yualified experts.

Tue Council has recommended the De-
partment of Inland Revenue to appoint a
conranttee to enquire an to the whole
.1 mspection system, and their sugges-
4o has been endorsed by the Grain
~t.dards Board, but so far, no action
.pprars to have been taken by the De-
(oo thient in this connection.

i hie views of this Board on the subject
ot gram grades are too well-known to re-
qwre any further remarks from me, be-
voud expressing the hope that they will
.ul!ml.lu'\y presail, and that the present
«ystem of selecting the standard samples
wi!l be abolished.

purmg the past year your Board in-
augurated a movement by which petitons
troat almost every place of any busmess
mportance Canada ‘vere sent to the
Guvernmient at Ottawa, asking for a re-
ductton n the rate of pestage to two cents,
but 1 re, t to say that ic Postmaster-
General has recently expressed his inabil-
ity to grant any congesswons at the present
time.

1i the demands of the business men of
Canada in this respect were granted, it
would not be unreasonable to expect that
any temporary loss of revenue wiich
might ensue on account of the reduction
asked for, would n course of tume be
made up through the ncreased use wiiuch
would be made of the mails.

W hen we hear the statement made that
the Pustmaster-General's Department will
show a deficit this year of over §Buuuuy,
and 1t s almost sunultancously announced
that un one day recently the output of a
certain publication 1n the east filled 18w
mal sacks capable of holding four bushels
cach, and making bulk enough to fill five
bur wirs ordinanly used for gram, all of
which were delunered free of postage, 1t
strikes the average business man that our
postal arrangements nught well be v:-
adjusted.

It seems to me that Canada occupies a
somewhat anomalous position, when her
postal service can be made use of by the
people of the United States to dehiver their
letters all vver this vast country for two
cents, and her own people are charged
onc-hali more for the same service ; and
it 15 certainly a reflection upon our postal
system when Canadian letters are taken
across the hne and mailed in the United
States 11 order to save postage.

I trust that before long we may sce a
“penny postage system” adopted through-
out the British Empire, and as the reduc-
tion recently asked would be a step in that
direction, 1 hope the new Council will
continue to press the matter upon the no-
tice of the Government.

Tiis Board has taken upon itself th
responsitulty of calling a convention of
Business Meu of the West,which will meet
in this city on the 4th of February, when
matters affecting our common interests
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will be dealt with.

The Sccretary, in the first place, sent ort
600 enquiries (o byusness men residing 1
the west, with a view to getting an cx-
pression of opinion from them as 1o how
the holding of such a convention would be
regarded, and as the answers were unani-
mously in favor of it, over one thousand
mvitattons have  been extended Ly the
Board, and there i1s every reason to believe
that a large number will be present.

I hope the members will do ail they can
to make the convention a success in every
way.

At the request of the Rochester (N.Y.)
Chamber of Commerce, the Council adopt-
ed a resolution in favor of international
arbitration.

In conjunction with others, this Board
took steps to prevent the passage in the
House of Commons of a Bill to reduce
the legal rate of interest from 6 per cent.
to 4 per cent.; the Bill was subsequently
withdrawn,

The Board took strong grounds in op-
posi.z the granting of a charter to the
Hudson's Bay Canal and Navigation Com-
pany, which provided for extensive privii-
cges to a private concern, and, thanks to
the cfiorts of the late iflember for Winm-
peg, tae Bill never passed the committee
of the House of Commons.

At the request of the Minister of Trade
and Commerce, the Council forwarded
their views on the sulject of the eatension
of Canada's trade.

These are some of the more important
matters which occupwed the attention of
the Council during the past year, and I
will not take up your time by makig any
further reference to the report of the
Counail.

The past year has been one of great
anxiety amd uncertainty to busimuess men.

It was during the closing days of 1895
that the President of the United States
tartied the civilized world by Ins message
on the Venezucla question. This was fol-
lowed, as you will remember, by one of
the most disastrous finance | panics of the
century.

Capital took alarin, large quantities of
securities were thrown upon the markets,
business became demoralized generally,
and the drain upon the Umted States
treasury resulted in a reduction of its gold
reserve to below $60,000,000.

Confidence had ncarly Dbeen restored
when the convention of the Democratic
party pronounced mn favor of the free comn-
age of silver, and from that time until the
3rd of November the whole country was
kept in a condition of turmoil and unrest,
with the result that 1896 will long be re-
membered as one of the worst years for
business that the people of the United
States have cver scen.

Happily, the result of the Presidential
clection favored 11,2 party pledged for hon-
est money and satn 1 Government, and the
danger of the <oruntry fallmg into the
hands of the clements represented by the

defeated candidate has been averted for thé
present.

I refer to these matters because the trade
and socal relations exasting between this
country and the United States are so inti-
mate that pro:penty, or the reverse, s re-
tlccted to a greater or less degree in
Canada.

In Canada we have gone through a gen-
eral clection, and have witnessed the first
change n the Federal Government wlich
has taken place in eighteen years, and, as
15 always the case under such circumn-
stances, this has bad an ansettling etfect
upon business, and especally in such lines
as wouid be affected by anifl changes, and
until our tarf and that of the United
States are finally scttled, business wall be
subject to those disquicting influences
winch usually precede possible changes.

Bustness generally throughout the Do-
nunion tias been good.  The number of
falures for 189G wa 2,118, with $17,169,-
Vo habalities, as compared with 1891 fail-
ures, and §15,802,000 habihties for the yre-
VIOUs year.

In the distnbuting branches of trade the
turnover has fallen off, losses have been
numerous, and the margin of profits ma-
terially curtaed, with the result that prob-
ably as much money has been lost as made
durmg the past year.

Turmnug to our own provinee, we find a
tutally different condition of things Our
businiess men as a rule have had a very
satisfactory  year's trade ; themrr turnover
has mcreased | payments have been ex-
ceptivnally good, losses have been light,
and, with 1ew exceptions, I behieve their
balance sheets will show encouraging ad
ditions to capital account

I'uty -two fulures occurred n the North-
west an IxG but it 1s interesting to rote
that 3» o1 these were not rated by R, G.
Dun & Co, and the remawung J4 (with
one  exception) were rated worth from
ooy o o, which shows that the
trade anticipated them, and in any case
those who failed were men whose respon-
sibihity was most hmited.

During the past few years many weak
traders in the country have been weeded
out ; credits are now granted with greater
care ; buying is dore more prudently than
formerly, and an encouwraging feature of
the situation is the increasing number of
dealers m the West, who are i a position
to avail themselves of cash discounts.

Country stocks are not lhieavy for this
scason of the year, and merchants as a
rule have materially rcduced their liabili-
tics.

In my opinion the trade of the province
15 at present in a sounder and m e
heathy condition than for many years
past The percentage ol the business of
the whole Nortuswest done at Winnipeg 18
steadily mcreasing, and this place 1s yearly
growuig n amportance as a distributing
point.

In this last connection 1 would suggest
for the consideration of the inconing
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éfOlmcil some scincmc by which the figures
representing the wholesale trade of the city
may be collected and published with the
annual report.

The satisfuctory trade conditions just re-
ferred to are, of course, tracecable to the
increased prosperity enjoyed by our farm-
ers during the past two years.

The crop of 1895 was the heaviest ever
gathered in the Northwest, and farmers
were marketing grain up to the lst of
September, a condition of things never
known Defore with us. This year the
wheat yicld was only an average one, but
the cost of harvesting was light, the qual-
ity of the wheat was excellent,, and the
price realized very satisfactory, the net re-
sult to the farmers in many cases being
that they realized a larger profit from it
than they obtained a year ago.

The progress made by our farmers dur-
ing the past few years is most encourag-
ing, and their improved condition is, no
doubt, largely due to the increase of dairy
products and live stock. The Provincial
Covernment veported last month the fol-
lowving statistics respecting the latter (—

Horses -cevvviieninnnnns RN 95,140
Cattle ....... e reteeeeeneaeaenes 219,507
Sheep .ovevinennns Ceeeasieenans 33,812
Pigs ...... Ceerraneens Cereetieees 72,562
which was a satisfactory increase over last
year.

This province is now producing annual-
Iy about 2,245,0v0 pounds of butter and 1,-
100,000 pounds of cheese, and although, so
far, our productions in these lines are small
when compared with what the rest of Can-
ada is doing, for $15,000,000 was realized
last ycar from checse alone, still every
year there is growing cvidence that thesc
industrics arc rapidly increasing, and I
believe that the Northwest is destined in
the necar future to become a great pro-
ducer of cattle and dairy products.

I think that much credit is due to the
Provincial Government” for the way in
which they have aided and cncouraged
tliese industris, not only by financial assist-
ance in establishing crecameries and cheese
factorics, but by their commendable action
in opening up dairy schools, where farm-
ers and others can receive intelligent in-
struction in -the art of butter and cheese
making.

In this conncction it is satisfactory to
learn that so many of the wives and
daughters of our farmers arc availing
themselves of the opportunities afforded
by thesc dairy schools.

Thkere was a falling off in cattle ship-
ments from the Northwest this year when
compared with 1895.

Owing to the wet scason the condition
of the stock was not satisfactory, and be-
sides this, the prices ruling for cattle in the

aarkets of Great Britain were not such as

to encourage heavy shipments, for choice
Canadian cattle sold in London last July
as low as 3c. lower than the lowest point
reached last year.

It is of intcrest to note that the North-
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west continues to contribute a good share
of the total quantity exported, for out of
100,360 head of cattle shipped from the
port of Montreal last season, 27,957 were
handled by a firm that operates from Win-
nipeg, the partners in which are members
of this Board.

When we consides jor one moment that
the 25,000 farmers o: Manitoba have real-
ized over $20,000,000 as a result of their
industry during the past two years, [
think it must be admigted that there is
much in the situation to make us feel en-
couraged.

I desire to call the attention of this
Board to the misleading figures published
in the official returns of the Department of
Trade and Commerce respecting this prov-
ince, especially as regards our exports of
agricultural products,

During 1896 there were shipped for direct
export to Great Britain, from: Fort Wil-
liam, of Manitoba wheat :—

Bushels.
Via Buffalo and New York ......4,535,000
Via Montreal .......... eeeeeen .1,622,000

Total cevvrvivienannn. veeee. 6,157,000
And, if the usual practice is followed, the
Province of Oftario wiJl get credit for it.

Last year the quantity was very much
greater, and the returns show that we ex-
ported 1305701 bushels, which is about
the quantity shipped from Emerson.

Ve also got credit last year for having
exported 35 head of cattle, whereas the
Province and Territoriecs exported to
Great Britain direct about 40,000 head.

I recommend the new Council to take
this matter up with the Department,

The banks of Canada have been more
than usually cautious in conducting their
affairs during the past year, at the same
time borrowers who were entitled to
credit have had no difficulty in obtaining
1L,

The total loans of the banks are now
$1L000 (W0 more than they were a year
ago, and amount to 241,000,009,

The total deposits, including those in
Savings and Loan Companics, are $286,-
000,000, an wcicase of nearly $10,000,000 in
a year, which shows that notwithstanding
adverse condt'ent in some parts of the
cuntmy, & coasiderable sum has been
saved. and 1 think the totai amount of
nooney “or dejosit is striking cvidence of
the industry and thrift of our people.

Our banking system is admirably adapt-
cd to the growing nceds of a new country
like the Northwest, and the facilities af-
forded to our business conununity are un-
surpassed in any part of the world.

As a simple illustration of the advan-
tages afforded by our clastic currency sys-
tere. I may mention that it was cstimated
that the banks in this city paid out in cir-
culation during the month of October last
about £3,570,000 in order to move the
cron.

This large disbursement, nccessarily in-
volving a considerable expansion of loans,
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was accomplished without in the sligi‘m{
degree interfering with the borruwings of
those not engaged in the grain busineg
and the bank notes which were paid gy
after performing their work of b .ying g
farmer, the storekeeper, and the wihofesye
dealer, are now flowing back to aur bangs,
where they are being redeemed cach dyy
m gold. )

The branch of another eastern bhunk; yay
established here in July, and there areqe;
bunks now doing business in Winnipeq,
cmiploying 103 officials.

The total bank clearings in Cunada jor
1896 amounted to  $1,029,571,mm 3 g
crease of §13,438,000, or 1.30 per cent.whep
compared with the previous yemn

The Winnipeg clearings show an i
crease of 1480 per cent. over 189 44 %
per cent. over 1801, The followiny are the
figures :—

1894 .iiiiiiael. [ .:\.'",5{()'01\1
1895 ......... N ceenean s 33,804 g
1896 .. v 64,145,

Winnipeg now occupies the position o
third city in Canada in respect to band
clearings.

During the past scason we have had 3
striking instance of the advantages derived
from having lurge flour mills i tins cous
try.

The crop was short, and the millg, i3
order to secure the necessary quantity ¢
wheat for their scason’s operations, were
obliged to pay more for it than the ordin-
ary buyers could afford to give, so that the
demand for local grinding actuaily resulted
in our farmers realizing several cents per
bushel more for their wheat than they
wottld have got if they had been obliged
to scll it for export.

1t would certainly be to the interest ¢f
our farmers if the bulk of our wheat crep
could be converted into tlour before it 1
exported.

Besides the increased price which 2
home milling market would bring, much
indirect benefit would result from the ¢
tablishment of additional mills.

The grinding capacity of our uulls coa
tinues to increase, and now amounts to
11,415 barrels per day, an increase of L1%
barrels since last year.

As all the railways in the Northwest Jead
mto Winnipeg, it might well be taken as
indicating that this city offers great ad-
vantages as a suitable place for the crei
tion and operation of flour amils,

Qur mills of late have been tinding mar
kets for their flour in places tormerly un
thought of.

A few years ago nobody would have
dreamt that Manitoba would be shippiag
large quantitics of flour to Chna,Austnaln
and the Islands of the Pacific. but such s
the case, and indeed I am ntormed that
one of our leading concerns has recenty
had inquiries for our flour trom Johanms
burg, South Africa, and also irom Gk
cutta.

While the bulk of the trade which b
been developed is no doubt due to th
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failure- of crops in the éourit'x"ies referred
{0, at the same time, some if it .wm be
permanent, and at present, shipments
would be much larger if more ocean ton-
nage was available at' Vancouver.

I desire to -refer briefly to the develop-
ment of the mineral wealth of the Koote-
nay and Western Ontario dis'tricts which
is taking place at the present time.

The richness of the mineral deposits in
these districts hias been already conclusive-
Iy proven, and it has-been s.tatcd that dur-
ing the past year gold and silver ore to the
value of over $5,000,000 has been got out
of-the Kootenay country alone.

Considerable capital has been already in-
vested in mining schemes in these districts,
and at present it looks as if large sums
would be attracted there in the near future,
to aid in the development of the riches
that are undoubtedly to be found in these
regions.

Ina movement such as we are at pres-
ent witnessing there is always the dangef
of capital being lost through “investments
in schemes of a doubiiul character, or
through ignorance of proper mining meth-
ods, and it is my humble ofinion that if a
few heavy losses are made in this way, it
will have the effect of checking for some
time to come the flow of capital which has
already begun. '

There appears to be a growing tendency
on the part of our own people to invest in
mining schemes.

Some of the companies which have been
floated recently are no doubt on a sound
basis, and will prove successful, and a
source.of profit to those investing in them,
and the personnel of the directorate~of
many of them is a suffizient guarantee
that their affairs will be-well managed.

But, on the other hand, the public are
daily being asked to invest their good
money in schemes of a decidedly “-Wild
Cat” character, for many of these concerns
heve nothing more at the back of ihem
than simply the privilege of scarching for
mineral§ within a certain area, which may
or may not be there ; some of them have
not cven that to recommiend them.

It was recently announced that 336 min-
ing companics were organizd in British
Columbia during 1896, with a capital of
$345,000,000 ; these figures show that there
is something radically wrong in the laws
governing such cnterprises, jor even the
tilliant mining possibilities of British
Columbiz do not warrant any such pre-
®rations.

Parsies investing in mining entcyises
should investigate them closely before
piting with their money, for past experi-
ies have shown that more has been lost
tan made by such transactions..

A number of new clevators have been
cected during 1896, and the storage capa-
€ity in the Northwest (including Xcewatin
34 Fort William) is now 14,999,300 bush-

“through the Crow’s Nest Pass.

els, which is an increase of over 7,000,030
buske!s since 1891.

The extension of dur railway system by
the building of 100 miles into the Dauphin
district, during the past season, has been
the means of opening up a fine country,
especially well adapted to mixed farming.

The building of this line now gives the
province a’total railway milage of 1,676
miles,

I hope the Board during the coming
year will press upon the Government the
importance of providing aid towards the
construction of a line through the South-
castern part of the province,

Such a line, besides opening up an ex-
cellent tract of country, would bring us
nearer to the source from which we ob-
tain our supply of lumber and fuel, and be-
sides this, if connected with a line to Du-
luth, would place this country 100 miles
nearer to Lake Superior,

Recently the Board passed 2 resolution
favoring the construction of =2 road
There
appears to be a gencral feeling everywhere
through this western country that the
carly construction of this road is an urg-
ent necessity in order that the growing
trade of the Kootenay country may be de-
veloped and kept in the hands oi Cana-
dians, and it must be n satisfaction to
know that recent utterances of members of
the Government lead us to hope that steps
will shortly be taken to have the proposed
road buil,

As this country is the natural market
from which the people of Kootenay will
obtain their food and other supplies, the
opening up of this route will be of im-
mense advantage to our farmers aund busi-
ness men.

Recent remarks inade by some of our
public men, and ncwspaper articles in
Government organs, would lead us to sup-
pose that some arrangement is likely to be
consummated in the near future, whereby
a large block of land will be acquired by
the Dominion Government from the ril-
way companies, and thrown open for frec
settlement. »

While such a measure would, no doubt,
materially aid in attracting new settlers to
the Northwest, I express the hope that the
Board will usc all its influcnee to prevent
such an arrangement being carried out, or,
in fact, the granting of any further Gov-
cenment aid-to railways, uatil the demands
of the people of the Northwest for a re-
duction in the present burdensome freight
rates have been given the consideration to
which-they are entitled.

The Board appointed delegates to the
Immigration Convention held here in Feb-
ruary, and subsequently cndorsed by re-
solution the mov~ment inaugurated by the
Western Canada Immigration Association.

It is of vital importance to the Domin~
ion of Canada that the vacant lands of this
great western country should be brought

under cultivation ; and. it is to be, hoped. -
that he Dominion and Provincial Govern-
ments will succeed soon in devising some
scheme which will result in turning the
tide of emigrants in our direction.

Those of us who have lived .in this
country for some years, and have studied
its conditions, can honestly say that no
place offers greater advantages to the ag-
ricaiturist than the Canadian Northwest.

Last April the editor of the Toronto
Globe asked me, as your President, for a
concise statement of my views of * Cana-
ada’s Needs.” My reply, which was duly
published, was as follows, and I hope that
the sentiments expressed: meet with your
approval, i— .

First. Immigrants of the right kind to
settle up the vacant lands in Manitoba and

the Northwest Territories. Increased pop-

ulation in the Northwest means increased
prosperity for the whole Dominion.

Second. More cconomy and greater
simplicity in conducting Dominion, Pro-
vincial and Municipal affairs. Canada is
over-governed.

Third. Curtailment of our credit system.
Credit is too cheap in Canada, and most
-business losses are traceable to the case
with which it is obtained.

I wish to remind the members that the
annual banquet will take place this cven-
ing at the lanitoba, and I hope a large
number will be preseat.

1 think it will be admitted that in form-
cr years the Winnipeg-Board of Trade has
been an important factor in promoting thé
trade interest of this city and provinee, and-
1 feel justified in stating that the year just
closed has not been an exception in this
respect.

During the past ycar the Board held six
rivectings and the Council sixteen, besides
66 committes mectings.

The membership has increased 53, and'is
now 157, fully paid up. At the last an-
nual mecting a new departure was made in
the mode of clecting members of the
Council, by which a representative of al-
most cvery branch of business represented
among the membership was given a scat
on the Council.

In the deliberations of the Council, this
was found to be of great advantage, and
hope that the method of clection adopted
last year will he continuced.

I dasire to thank the members of.the
Council for their very cordial and loyal
support during my term of officc, and I
also wish to refer to the valuable services
rendered to mie by your secretary, Mr.
Bell, who fills his responsible position with
so much satisfaction to all.

In handing back to you the office with
which you entrusted me a year ago, I beg
to thank you for the honor you conferred
upon mc ; an honor which I need hardly
say 1 appreciate most highly.

) F. H. MATHEWSON.
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Mining Among the Lakes

There can be no doubt abnut the
course which nature pursues towavds
mankind. She stores wealth only
where patience and industry can
reach it. This fact is strikingly
illustrated in connection with mineral
wealth, for the richest treasures of
that character are invariably stored
by her, wherc only patience and in-
dustry can develop them, or profit by
them.

This fact is illustrated along the
north-west shore of Lake Superior,
where frowning rocky shores tell the
approaching man, that only the pati-
ent and indastrious cau reap profit
from the country they guard. This
country until very lately looked upen
as the home of the hunter and trapper
and the fishing field of the beaver
and otter, is fast becoming the attrac-
tion of the speculative world, as one
of pature's greatest treasuries of
mineral wealth.

Geologists bave differed about the
regions where gold and silver deposits
can be found, but the practical search
of the prospector often upsets the
theories of the most learned geologists.
This has been the case with the de-
velopment of the mineral wealth of
Canada, and more especially with the
mineral wealth of Western Canada.
Prospectors have shown the utter
unreliability of the theories of the
geologists of the past few decades,
and from ccal upwards 10 gold, the
mining wealth of Western Canada has
been demonstrated by prospectors
and their successors to exist in many
places where such geologists have
positively declared that no mineral
wealth could positively exist.

Geologists like other wise people
live to learn, and a new set of those
scientists is springing into notice, who
have formed exactly opposite theories
from their prédecessors. These new ex-
ponents of the resurrecting scicnce
seem to figure upon the general
volcanic formation of the crust of our
planet, and especially that portion of
its crust known as North America.
These more modern geologists sensi-
bly reason, that the volcanic action of
pre-historic ages has been much the
same as the action of a modern
smelter. The heat was below, and
its smelting action naturally threw
the lighter substances of nature's
cracible towxrds the surface, while
the heavier remained at greater
depth. Thus the iron and copper cre
formations were the first metalic de-
posits to be met, lead a heavier usunal-
1y at a greater depth, and silver and
gold, still heavier, at still greater
depth. Thus whenever the volcanic
crucible’s action reached nearest to

the surface in its intensity the more
likelihood thore is of f{inding the
heavier and more valuable metalic
deposits near to vhe surface.

It requires but a novice in the above
named science to comprehend the
rationale of the'more modern geologi-
cal theory, and any person who has
traveled and made only a passing
topographical note ot the portion of
North America known as Jhe Hritish
possessions, must be struck with the
evidences of the great voleanic, seeth-
ing turmoil which must have taken
place in the stretch of country from
Labrador running westward along the
northern boundaries of the alluvial
districts of Quebec and eastern
Ontario, dipping southward so as to
bound the great Lake Superior on its
north shore, and again stretching in
a northwesterly direction through the
Keewatin country, and passing the
northern end of Lake Winnipeg,
crossing the Nelson and other rivers
of the great unsettled country north
of the broad prairie land, stretching
away into the Yucon valley, and ter-
wminating on the Alaska coast. There
are within this region possibly more
surface indications of vulcanic action,
than can be found in any similar area
elsewhere on this globe. It is in the
cooled off remains of such volecanic
cauldrons, that precious metals are
most readily found, and in this great
area from the Alaskan boundary on
the west to the Canadian Atlantic
coast on the cast, gold has been suec-
cessfully and profitably mined, and in
some instances, as in the valley of the
North Saskatchewan, washed oat of
the sand bars of the rivers.

There can be no doubt, butl the area
above outlined contains a large pro-
portion of the gold fields of ti.¢ world,
the great resources of which are as
yet almost untouched, and that in the
ringes of mountains, the Rockies and
others ranning north and south
through our continent, the gold fields
there discovered and operated, are
only streaks of the great metallic belt
of the north, stretching away to the
south.

It mnst be admitted, that the dis-
coveries of gold during the past ten
vears go a long way to bear out the
truth of the above theory. In Nova
Scotia, gold has been mined for many
years. The Labrader and Newfound-
land country furnish undoubted
evidences of its existence there;
Western Ontario has fairly entered
the field as a gold producing region ;
ssroggling pioncers in Alberta have
washed cut many a thousand dollars
worth of gold from the sands of the
North Saskatchewan, and the fame of
the Yucon valley as a gold field is
now world wide. The rich gold
ficlds of Fast and Wesi Kootenay and

the Cariboo districts of British tojypy.
bia, and even the diggings and mipes
of California and states further soyy
are mercly the outcroppings «f ge
southward bend of this great el of
valuanle metalic deposits,

The fact that the conditigpg
under which the rich mineral ore ge.
posits are found in different puryegs
of this great belt are varied is p
proof against the theory of all being
portions of one belt. Over all gy,
castern and extreme northern por.
tions of the area the veins of oie gre
found at low alcitudes, and over 4
compamtively level country, thatis 1
say a ceuntry free from ranges of
mouutains, or even bhills of ypy
marked attitude.  Yet over this cop.
patatively level country there ype
surface evidences of the wildey
voleanic eruptions, and the ulterngge
stretches of granite on top in ope
place and depository uppermost jp
another are decidedly puzzling o the
geological student. On the otlier hagg
the veins of rich ore discoverced in the
southern bend of the great area are
all amid mountain ranges, and a very
large proportion of them at grey
altitndes.  The varicety in the topo.
graphy of the country is suflicient +
account for the variety in the eop
ditions in which the ores are fuund.

Leaving the Atlantic portions of this
great mineral deposit area, as terri.
tory not within the constituency of
The Commercial, the writer cop.
mences his search in western Ontarg
on the mnorthwest shore of Lake
Saperior. To make ovut a complete
record of the progress of muming i
Western Ontavic up to date will not
be attempted here, but reliable ip.
stances will be given of work ip
different parts thereof, which will go
to prove the wonderful weaith of this
as yect undeveloped gold preducing
region.

Thern are numerous parizlly o
wholly undeveloped gold claims
around the Canadian shore of Like
Superior, some of which are very
promising, and will yet be heard of a5
among the most valuable gold fields
of the continent. The whole country
from the lake westward and north
ward for several hundred mules msy
be looked upon as the poor man's go'd
country. First because the veins o
gold bearing quartz are so casily gt
at, compared with those deseribed i
the Rocky mountain countrv, both in
Canada and the United States, which
with few exceptions are to he foord
only at. great altitudes, and in the
mountain strongholds, requeing large
capital to penctrate and operate 1o
Those of westerat Ontario are all a
comparatively low altitudes, and are
casy of access. Besides ucarly evey
Westerp  Ontario mine  vet tested
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ons WHOLESALE STATIONERS, BOOKSELLERS AND PAPER DEALERS.
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ing printers Stock, School Books and Supplies.

. Wrapping Papers, Cutters, Paper Bags,

2 | ‘Twines, Butter Plates & Paper, Nail Boxes.

Pipes, Cowbs, Brushes, Mouth Organs,

Violins and Furnishings. Accordeons,

Sporting Goods, Hammocks, Express

LOVE, McALLISTER, & CO,,
P 1

: 173 McDermott Ave., Winnipeg, behind the Post Office
o

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA

8 1 PP WHOLESALE

« gl i Teas, -

tBE Y Grocerym
SUREs Liquors

COMMISSION,

159 Portage Ave., Bast, Winnipeg.
AGENCIES::

{Boa Distillery, Hamilton, 0Old Rye, Malt and Spirits.

3)obo Labatt, London, Canade, Alo and Stout.

. A. Hoffman. & Co., Bordeausz, Clarots, #ines and Brandies.

3 B, Dyke Gautier (Successor Marett & Co.,) Cogaan Brandies.
o ‘Tamilton Vineger Works Co., Lt'd, Vinegars, Picklces and Jams.
i geSB e Morsa Soap Co., Toronto.
i MR Chics end Japsu Teas.
ci; R IMPORTERS OF .
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* sl WINES, LIQUORS, SCOTGH AND IRISH
1

WHISKIES, ETC.

: test Canton Preserved Ginger in I 24 and 51b Pots
3 :  sudin bulk in Half Barrels

-}, STRANG & €0.

GED. H. RODGERS &

WHOLESALE JOBBERS,

Cheapside Blocic.
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O ADVERTISE our new prem-
ises we will offer the trade 10

, per cent off Velveteens, Cotton-

ades and all Dress Goods in
stock. Write us for a mail order.
Samples sent if desired. Terms 60
days nett. Full assortment of staples
on hand, regular prices and terms.

GEOQ. H. RODGERS & COQ.

OFFICE!AND WAREHOUSE,
CHEAPSIDE BLOCR. WINNIPEG, MAN,

Co.,

Wagons and Sleighs

WGENTS FOR WATSON, FOSTER & 0.5 W an Pa Ders

We import and carry a full line of GENERAL FANCY GOODS
RADE“ GAMES. DOLLS, TOYS, Erc., Erc.
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HEAD OFFICE, Lif o o :
TORONTO e Association |}
3
AHERE are ny condit_iﬂl_s as toﬁ.x_i_\ic_ncc. travel or occupﬁion. in the Unconditivnal Accunio,aine
Policies issued by this Ascociation.  They Guarantee Extended Insurance, Paid-up tonges,
e — o i B - ':
and Cash §_urrcndcr Values. . . . . . %
HON. SR W. P. HOWLAND, C. B8, K.C.M.Q, .
President. :
wW. C. MACDONALD, J. K. MACDONALD, .
Actur y. Managimg Dv. ot v, "
Manitoba, N. W. T,, and British Columbia.
CHAS. E KERR, D McDONALD,
Casher, Inspeetor,
OFFICE 467 MAIN ST., - - - = WINNIPEG, MANITUBA,

THE RAT PORTAGE LUMBER G0, LINTE]

D, C. CEMERON, MANAGER
MANUFACTURERS OF

Boxes and %ﬂ?ﬂ@i} %iﬁ gﬂd
Packing C . .
cking Cases é%;jgy {egﬂﬂ

D & - e Ao

Weo have just added a COMPLETE MODERN and IMPROVED PLUE <
. . for the Manufacture of. ... R

R

: Boxes anifg !
% Packing (g |

he

SASH AND DOORS,

aud are prepared to supply these and other Goods of our Manufa
promptly and at the most moderate prices..

MILLS AND OFFICES:

RAT PORTAGH, - ONTARIO |
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Western Canada Loan & Savings Company

Head Offices: Toronto. WALTER S. LEL, Managing Director.
Branch Oftices : Winnipeg.

ohey
to hend

0 ty and Farm Properties at J.owest Current rates.

FARM LANDS FOR SALE

at low figures and on easy terms
Apply to B

W .o ML _'_E"_'_[S_'_E—I:E:,':E?,9 Local Manager %

GEO. ¥. GALT, Local Director.  Oftices: Cor. Main and Portage Avenue, Winnipeg, Man. E

[.eaders

In Their Lines

THE PATRON

The Patron Wood Cook Stove is the best Farmers
Stove as yet in the market, and with our Patent Souris
(oal Grate makes a complete stove for either Coal or Wood
The Marvel Coal Furnace, and the Hilborn Wood Fuarnace =
have proved themselves as being the best in use. I you THE MARVEL
have not already got one in your house you should put one in and see how comfort
able ouwr winters can be made.

All the leading Hardware Houses in Manitoba and the Territories

are handling them.

Gl&mﬁgm& & Co.,

180 MARKET STREET, WINNIPEG
P, 0. Box 1406 Telephone ¢64




ESTABLISHED 1882 ESTABLISHED 1881

E. NICHOLSON,

Successor to W. F. lienderson & Co.

WHOLESALE GOMMISSION MERGHANTS & BROKERS

124 Princess Street, Winnipeg, Man.

MANITOIZA ANID NORTH-\WIZST AGENT FOR

OSSR g
”0‘{78&; TTTCA

e
H ¢ B
HEAWFRS R [R5l

Cardinal, Ont.......... Starches, Glucose, Syrups
SIMCOE CANNING CO ... oo i . Simeoe, Onto. .. Lo, Canned Gouds, Jams, Jellies, Evapors
JoB STRINGER & CO oo o . Chatham, Ont.. .., ..... White Beans dnd Died Sppie
HARD & RAND. ... oo e, New York, U. 8. ..., Rio & Santu's Coffees
MWL TAUSSIG « CO Lo New York, U. S, .. ... Molasses and Syrups
CUTTING FRUIT PACKING CO........... San Francisco, Cal...... Canned and Dried IPruits and Raising
ANGLO BRITISH COLUMBIA PACKING CO..Vancouver, 3. (.. .. .. Canned Salmon
oW FEARMAN oo IHamilton, Ont......... Lard and Meats
EoJAMES & SONS L. oo L Plymouth, England. ... Dume Lead and Blae
TOMKINS, HILDESHEIM « €CO............. London, Iing.......... Spices, Mediterranean Iruits, Fe.

Importer of JAPAN RICE, SPICES, TAPIOCA and SAGO

Correspondence Solicited. Advances made against Consignments,
Wholesale Trade only Suppiied.
References: Bank of Ottawa, R. G. Dun & Co., or any wholesale Grocery House in Winnipeg

H. WNICHOILSOIN,

Successor to W. F. Henderson & 0o
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shows free milling ore, and does not
require oxpensive chemical treatment
to extract the precious metal. In this
aspeet we eannot select 2 better illus-
tration to commence with, than the
property of The Empress Gold Miae

Co. Geo. A. Graham, of Iorg

William, President, Walter Ross

of Rat Portago, Secretary-Treasuver,

and 4. . Horne, Manager. It is
only about nine months since the first
attempts at mining work were made
by this company, but in nine months
more astounding results may assuredly

e looked for from shis mine. Itis

locaten near Jack Fish Bay, and within

about four miles of the main line of
the Canadian Pacific Raitway. It is
reached from that line by a fine
government built trail road, and can
pe visited without trouble even by the
tourist.

The Empress Mining Co. have a
gold field of 160 acres in area, and it

i» located very favorably for economi-

cil development By the side of its

gold vein croppings runs a stream,
supplying an abundance of water for

milling purposes, while from a lake a

httle less than 200 feet above, wuter

is brought down by a pipe, thus sav.

ingall the expense of pumping machin-

ery or operations. Thus a great sav-
. in the cost of mining operations is sup-
! plied almost by nature.
| Another feature of economy con-
nected with the Empress mine is the
absence of any necessity for shaft
sinking or the employment of hoist-
ing machinery. The minc can be
worked by drifting on horizontal
principles, and tunnels of that nature
can be run in at any necessary depth.
Already the company have one tununel
ina distance of 215 feet, and bave
struck 2 large body of free milling
ore, 1n many of the picces of which the
free gold is plain to the naked eye.
There can be no doubt but that this
company have struck a valuable mine,
which will be a source of great protit
10 the owners. |
1 The Empress Gold Mining Co. has
] acapital stock of $1,000,080, £350,-
00 of which is still held as a treasury
reserve. The first sale of stock was
atten cents on the dollar, fully paid
1 upand non-assessable,but the company
soutt disposed of all on hand, and the
&3 stk is now listed on the Toronto and

-4 Montreal stock exchanges, and sells
atvver double the figare at which it
was first issued.

Resides having drifting and other
prehminary work done -he company
tave a ten stamp mill and a first class
wompressing  plant at the mine, and
eperations weve carricd on for nearly
three months last fall, before closing
down for the winter, with most satis-
ftory results. By the opening of
€14 March the mill will be at work once
imore, and as in tupnelling & much
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richer class of ore than that milled
last year has been reached, the pub-
lic may expect' to hear of astound-
ing results. At present the company
have no stock forsale, and have ample
capital to go on with vigorous mining
work,

There can be little doubt but that the
Empreas Gold Mine will prove a great
seource of profit, and ere long puy a
liberal dividend upon its million dollar
capital stock, and yet it is only one of
a number of rich gold mines, that will
be in operation in Western Canada,
before the close of the present century.

To follow the progress of mining in
Northwestern Ontario is toomuch of an
undertaking for this issue. What has
been done to develop this rich mineral
country, and the results already reach-
ed in that respect can be learned from
the article next following, taken from
a report recently made to the Ontario
Government and published by the De-
partment of Crown Lands of that prov-
ince. The report was prepared by
Prof. A. P. Coleman, Ph, D, a well.
known geologist.

The Gold Fields of
Western Ontario.

Following is Prof. Coleman's article
on mining in Northwestern Ontario,
referred to in the closing paragraph
of the preceding article :

Attention is being specially directed at
present to the main gold region of On-
tarto, which extends for morc than two
hundred and filty miles from Moss town-
stup westward, and has been proved to be
at least a hundred and thirty nules wide,
between the hittle America mine just south
of the interpational boundary in Ainne-
sota and Lake Minnictakie, twenty miles
south of the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Here the number of locations, usually of
forty acres cach, taken up for gold mining
purposes within the last four years runs
into the hundreds. Many of these will, of
course, not prove workable mines; but,
on the other hand, ncw finds are con-
stantly being made, sometimes in quite
new localitics, sometintes in regions sup-
posed to have been well explored years
ago.

In general the gold bearig veins occur
m green chlortic and hornblendic schust,
probably of Iuromian (Keewatin) age,
and are of a bedded or lenticular kind, but
sometimes they are found n masses ol
cruptive gramte of gnetss which have
pushed their way up through the Huron-
ian schists. In the latter case the veins
are commonly true fissures, and may be
followed for considerable distances. In
¢ither case the contact of an eruptive rock
-with schist seems of importance, since the
best veins are found within a mile or twa
of surh a contact

Iy addhion tc gold hearing veins, there

are Jdepusits of other kinds . which are
worthy of attention, such as fahlbands,
wide bands of schist heavily charged with
sulpnides, and showing a considerable
amount of free gold ; and dikes of felsite
or ynertz porphyry containiug pyrites and
gold ; though up to the present none of
these have been mined sufficiently to
prove their value.

During the past summer all the gold de-
posits on which any important amount of
work has been done were visited, except
the Huronian iaine in Moss township,
and it is proposed to give a brief prelim-
inary report on what was observed.

Our canoes were dropped in the water
at Savanne, a station on the Canadian
Pacific Railway, seventy miles west of
Port Arthur, and traversed nearly seven
hundred miles of lake, river and portage
before ending the summer’s travels at Rat
Portage, On Lac des Mille Lacs and the
waters of Partridge river no del~y was
made, though gold was found y.ars ago
by the McKellars on Purtridge lake.

On and near Reserve Island, in the river
Seine, near the entry of Partridge river,
several gold bearing veins have been dis-
covered, and two or three of them are be-
ing opened up by Mr. H. B. Proudfoot.
but at thc time of our visit his shafts had
not been sunk more than twenty feet, and
it was impossible to judge of the real
value of the locations.

On Sawbill lake, which opens into the
Scine from the north some distance below
Proudfoot’'s camp, and thirty-threec miles
southwest of Bonheur station, on the
Canadian Pacific Railway, the now well-
known Sawbill mine is situated. At our
arrival, early in June, we found that a
shaft had been sunk to a depth of 49 feet,
and that the vein had increased in width
from four fecet on the surface to six at
the bottom and showed very distinct walls,
The vein can be traced for more than a
quarter of a mile on the surface, and will
no doubt afford a great quantity of ore.
The quartz contains the usual sulphides,
and free gold can {requently be scen. Mr.
F. S. Wiley, the manager, states that the
shaft has since been sunk below ninety
feet, with no dimunition in the width of
vein nor in the gold contents of the
quartz. It is worthy of special note that
this promising mine is in what has been
mapped by the Geological Survey as bio-
tite granite gneiss of the Laurentian, so
that gold occurs in satisfactory amoants
in a rock hitherto loked upon as barren.
Several other gold beanng veins of a
somewhat sumilar kind have been located
in the region since work began at the
Sawbill mine, and there is reason to sup-
pose that diligent prospecting will disclose
a number of valuable deposits.

Still farther down the Seine, a little west
of its expansion, Steep Rock lake, the
Harold mine, owned by Mecssrs. Wiley
and Gibbs, is situated. Here several
veins, in general not very large, have been
more or lgss opened up by shalts or drifts,
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and a five-stamp mill worked intermittent-
ly has yielded a number of gold bricks.
One small vein on the shore of Harold
lake contains ore exceedingly rich in free
gold, in leaf form. The country rock here
is quite varied, granite of the greenish al-
tered kind, often called protogine, pierc-
ing green and yellowish rocks of the Hu-
ronian.

From this point westward to Shoal fake,
another expansion of the Scine river, no
mining has been done, though a number
of locations have been taken up, especially
west of Calm lake.

Shoal lake may be looked on as the
focal point of the Secine river and Rainy
lake gold region, hundreds of locations
having been taken up during the last three
years within a radius of ten miles of this
small lake, and a very considerable
amount of work has been done on several
of the properties.

Up to the present the most important
mines have been found-in an area of pro-
togine granite about six miles in length
from northeast to southeast, and about a
mile in width, lying between Shoal and
Bad Vermillion lakes. The whole-granite
arca has been located and scores of veins
have been found, varying greatly in gold
contents, but generally true fissure veins,
with well defined walls of slickensided
talc or sericite schist.

The largest amount of development has
been done on the_Foley mine, now owned
by the Ontario Gold Mines Co., the prop-
erty comprising AL74, 75, 76. On one of
their veins, the Bonanza, one shait had
been sunk to 210 feet, and another 1,200
feet away to a depth of 113 feet, and mote
than 300 feet of drifting had been done at
various levels at the time of our visit, July
17.  The vein proves very uniform in
widtn, running from 2} to about 4 feet
and the ore,which-contains a considerable
amount of visible gold, is said to average
420 in free milling gold and $5 in concen-
trates per ton. By this time a well-equip-
ped twenty-stamp mill i> being erected,
and before the new yecar should be pro-
ducing gold. There is every reason to
expect that this will prove a very profit-

ablet mine. .
The Ferguson mine is situated north-

east of the Foley mine, in the same arca
of granite, on ?:xations AL110, 111 and
K223. This property is owned by the
Seine River Gold Mines Company of Eng-
land, which is at present doing exploring
work. There are several veins ranging
from a foot to three feet or more in width
and traceable for hundreds of feet. On
the Daisy vein two shafts had been sunk
to a depth of fifty feet, and sjnking had
been begun on the Government vein at
the time of our visit, rich specimens com-
ing from the latter ore body. On the
Finn vein, cne of the widest, a shaft had
been sunk 70 feet. The work thus far
done shows that the veins are not usually
very wide, but that there is in the aggre-
gate a lrage amount of fairly rich or¢
available, P .

The only other property in the region
requiring special mention is the Lucky
Coon or Hillicr mine, 655P, where a shaft
has been sunk to the depth of about fifty
feet on one of the veins and a five-stamp.
mill erected. The quartz looks well, and
the vein chiefly worked.is-about cight fect
wide at the bottom of the shaft. Owing
to disagreements among the owners the
mill was run for only a short time. This.
mine Nas been taken hold of by Edin-
burgh capitalists. who ptropose to develop
it this winter, with the intention of pur-
chasing if the results are satisfactory.

Many locations have been taken up in
the Keewatin schists éast of Shoal lake,
and also along Little Turtle river and
lake, north of Bad Vermillion lake. These
deposits are mainly bedded- veins or fahl-
bands, and have been very littie -developed,
though rich speciméns of free gold. come
from them, and a plucky company of
Norwegians have pounded out a few hun-
dred dollars worth of gold with hand
stamps from a vein on the Little Turtle.

On Raiy lake itself gold has been found
at a number of points; but the only mines
worked are two in Minesota. Of these
only the Little America mige on a small
island-near Rainy Lake City has produced
much gold. TFrom it several thousand
dollars worth have been obtained, and
after-many vicissitudes it is now said to be
worked at a profit. Minnesota, however,
contains only a narrow fringe of the gold
bearing Huronian rocks which cover so
wide a surface to the north and northeast
in Canada.

North of Rainy lake and south of the
Canadian Pacific Railway, at Wabigoon,
is a very promising region on the shores
of Lake Manitou and smaller bodies of
water near by. Ore deposits of varying
kinds and of all degrees of richness occur
here, and brilliant specimens are found,
but nothing that can be dignified with the
name of mining has yet been attempted. A
two-stamp Tremaine mill has been at work
for a time under the management of Mr.
L. B. Haycock, of Ottawa, who reports
an average of about $25 per ton from small
amounts of rock obtained from a number
of veins on Lake Manitou, in the aggre-
gate about cighteen tons. Difficulty of
access frpm the want of 2 summer wagon
road, by which to bring in supplics and
machinery, -has retarded development in
this district.

Gold has been found at various points
north of the railway, e. g. on Minnietakie
and Sturgeon lakes, but the lccations are
yet only in the prospecting stage. B

A canoe journey westward over scldom-
visited waters took us from Manitou lake
to Regina bay, a part of Whitefish bay,
the long southecasterly projection of the
octopus-armed Lake of the \Woods. The
Regina mining camp, with its trim build-
ings, comes as a pleasant surprise to the
canoeman, who, for five days, has seen no
human being outside his own party. The
Regina (Canada) Gold Mine Compny
(Limited), of London, England, is oper

ating this mine, Licut.-General H. C
Wilkinson being managing director. At
the time of our visit a shaft had been sunk
one hundred and sixty feet, and five hun-
dred fect of drifting had been done on tie
vein, besides the sinking of small shaus
for the testing of one or two other ure
deposits, The vein on which most work
has been done begins in-a mass of pro.
togine granite near the shore, and runs
into a weathered diabase (trap) towurd
the south. There is a rich shoot of ure
running down through the granite o
the diabase. The gold is fine and difficult
to save by tjie present conaentrators,  lie
mill is-of ten stamps, and the number ot
men cemployed about fifty.

Many locations have been taken up ncar
the Regina and farther northwest on Yci-
Iow Girl and other bays, but none lie
been workd seriously. Nearer Rat Fort-
age, however, especially along the contact
of Laurentian and Huronian, runnmg
northwest from Andrew bay to Black
Sturgeon lake, a number of shafts have
been sunk, gencrally to a-depth of fity
feet, and at several points abandoned or
active mining plants may be seen. At the
time of our visit only two mines were
producing gold, the Golden Gate, wluse
ore was being crushed at the mill of the
adjoining Gold Hill mine, and the Tri-
umph, which was having its ore tested
with a two-stamp Tremaine mill,

There are a number of other pronusing
propertics, mcluding some wide fshlbands,
north of the Canadian Pacific Railway,
such as the Scramble mine, and two or
-thirce others s2id to have been found by
the aid of a divining rod imported irom
Sweden. However found, thesc sualplude
bearing bands of schist readily yicld gold
in the pan, and probably some of them
will turn out valuable mines.

The most justly famous mine m our
whole western gold field is unduuabicdly
the Sultana, on an island seven miles
southeast of Rat Portage, owned Uy Mr.
John F. Caldwell, of Winnipeg.  Aiter
years of hard struggle against adverse cir-
cumstances, this plucky and energetid
mine owner is reaping a solid reward in
the shape of a great body of nch quartz
in places forty fcet wide, and already iol-
lowed more than three hundred feet in
depth. Nearly a thousand feet of drifting
have been done, and there is ore cnough
in sight to keep a well-equipped ten-stamp
mill, or onc double its ize, runmng for
years. The ore bodics appear tuv be leati-
cular, the -lower one of unmense size, and
are enclosed in the sheared and schistose
edge of an arca of coarse porphyntic
granitoid gneiss, mapped by the Geolog-
ical Survey as Laurentian, but adjoming
green Fluronian rocks. The ore 1s some-
what quartzitic looking, contains one or
two per cent. of iron pyntes, and 1s free
milling to the extent of 75 or > per cent,
A rccently finished chlorination plant ex-
tracts the gold carried by the sulphides
very satisfactorily.  Gold muung at the
Sultana has been reduced to a thoroughly
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busness-like basts, the mill fiinniag with
scarcely @ halt and the weekly brick being
turned out with perfect regularity. If this
splendid miine had been in the hands of a
ok company much would have been
1 wurd of its dividend-paymg powers ; but
it> owner is too modest to boast of its
SUCCESS.

Perchaps the most interesting mining de-
velopment of the year is to be found on a
acstern Shoal lake, thurty-five miles from
Rut Portage, and about ten miles cast of
the boundary of Manitoba, The Mikado
pane, found by an Indian a year ago, has
Leen purchased for $25,000 by a London
company, under the chairmanship of Col
W. T. Engledue, and has been worked
sulliciently to show that the ore is very
nich, though not enough sinking has been
dune to prove the extent of the deposit.
The quartz contains a variety of sulphides,
including sulphide of bismuth new to the
Lake of the Woods region, and a copnsid-
crable part of the gold is carried by these
refractory minerals ; but probably two-
thirds of the gold contents are free milling,
the gold occurring as thin plates rather
than nuggets. The ore treated is the rich-
est found in large quantities in Ontario,
.and the ore now on the dump, after only
a few months’ work by a small force, con-
tainse values sufficient to pay for the mine
and a simple equipment,

Several other finds of very rich ore have
and next summer will {vobably sce the de-
been made in the vicinity of the Mikado,
velopment of an important mining camp
in that district,

At a number of other points on the
Lake of the Woods and its bays promis-
ing hnds of gold have been made, e, g.at
Camp bay to the southeast, but none of
make sure of their -value,

Looking at our gold mining region as a
whole, one 15 struck by the wide extent
them have been worked sufficiently to
ovgr which gold has been found, the var-
sety of deposits that occur, the ease with
which they may be reached, the free mill-
ing character of most of the ores, all
points in its favor as compared with most
gold regions.

No part of the region-is more than forty
nules from a railway or steamboat, and
most of the mines are within a few miles
of the rails or of navigable waters. In
winter a road sufficient to take in heavy
machinery may be made without difficulty
to any pomt in the region, and the Op-
tario Government has shown itself liberal
in granting assistance to such roads.

All parts are readily reached by canoes
in summer. Plenty of water of good qual-
ity . found everywhere, and wood for fucl,
building or mine timbering alrost every-

where. The region is not an inaccessible
desert, nor covered with malarious
swamps, nor cut off from civilization by
precipitous mountains:  Supplies of all
sorts are cheap ; cfficient labor can be ob-
tained on casy terms, the labor of white
-men, not of negroes or Indians ; and life

and property are as safe as anywhere on
the globe. \

The laws relating to mining and mining
locations are sumple, and generally admit-
ted to be fair and favorable to the pros-
pector and mine owner,  All-locations are
bounded by ¢ast and.west and north and
sotth lines, reduciig boundary disputes
a1l the customary litigation of mining
¢Contiles to a mmimum,

Tr conclusion, the impressions formed
diring the summer’s work may H: sum
med up in the statement that the pro p= s
are hetter than ever before.  One miine huas
al'eady proved to be a splendidiv naving
jroperty, and several others are apparently
ot the point of becoming so. The rum-
her of propertics on which promising fads
of gold Lave been made has greatly in-
ereased, and the area of known gold bea~-
ing rork has been considerably widened.
Mary of the propertics located will e
doubt prove of little value, as is the case
in cvery mining region of the world;
others will not turn out to be extensive
enough to justify an independent mill,
though they may be worked at a profit
when within reach of a custom’s mill ; but
it may be looked on as certain that a con-
siderable numover of locations taken up
will eventually prove to be paying mines.

For the year ending 31st October, 1803,
the gold product of Ontario mines was
returned as §32,960; for 189f, as $32,776,
and for 1895, as £50,281. Returns received
from owners of six mines for the period
commencmg Ist November, 1895, and end-
ing 20th Scptember, 1896, show that the
quantitv of ore milled was 9.612 short tons,
which yielded free gold of the value of
$118,468, besides 351 tons of concentrates
cstimated at $13,337, and a quantity oi
tailings to be treated by the cyanide pro-
cess, estimated at $10,800. The total value
of ore treated is thercfore $142,605, or an
average of $14.83 per ton, whereof $12.30
or 83 per cent. of the whole is free mill-

ing.

Business Men’s Con-
vention.

One of the most important ‘events in
connection with the business interests of
this western country was the holding ol
the Business Men’s Convention, which
convened at Winnipeg on February dth,
and continued during the following day.
The convention was originatel by the
Winnipeg Board of Trade, which took up
the matter and invited correspondence
from business men all over the country.
The replies were so favorable that the
board decided upon calling the conven-
tion. The session were attended by busi-
ness men from all parts of Manitoba and
the Territories. Many important ques-
tions were discussed at the convention and
resolatior.s bearing upon these subjects
were passed. These resolutions will be
printed in pamphlet form by the Winnipeg

. « L Y
Board, and a é¢opy will be forwarded to
all members of parliament and provincial
legislators. Copies will also be sent to
business men throughout the west. No
doubt great good would be accomplished
if the convention were made an annual
affair. Though called by the Winnipeg
Board of Trade, the procecedings ot the
convention were left entirely in the hands
of those who attended, and the board, as
a board, abstained from any attempt to
mamipulate or control the convention.
Following is a condensed report of the
proceedings of the convention, with the
resolutions as adopted in full :

The convention met on Tuesday even-
ing m the rouncil chamber of the city
hall. D. W, Boie, president of the Winni-
peg Board of Trade, called the convention
to order. He related the steps taken to
call the convention, and asked that those
present procced to organize and relieve
the committee of the board of further
duties in the matter.

TFollowing Mr. Bole, Mayor McCreary
welcomed the delegates to the city in an
interesting address,

R. L. Richardson and Jas. E. Steen, and
Mr Murray, of Brandon, gave short ad-
dresses,

The following committee on organiza-
tion was appomted: Messrs. Denison,
Acheson, R. T. Riley, Fraser, R. M.
Graham, King, Lewis, Mickle, McIntosh,
A Strang, with Mr. Riley as convenor.

At the request of the mecting, the secre-
tary read the hst of subjects which had
been proposed for discussion, and which
has been published.

The organization committee retired to
the Mayor's office, and while the com-
mittee planned the organization of the
convention. a number o° short addresses
weer made by Messrs. C. N. Bell, R. T.
Whitla, Francis Graham and G. Peacock.

The organization committee then re-
ported, recom:mending that the officers
consist of one chairman, two vice-chair-
men, one secretary and an assistant scere-
tary ; that a committee on resolutions be
appointed, to consist of cight members,
who shall have a nieeting previously to
exch session of the convention, to which
shall be submitted all resolutions which
shall decide as to their order, and whosé
decision shall stand absolute unless over-
ruled by a majority vote ; that the meet-
ings of the convention shall be called td
order at 10 a. m., adjourn at 12:80 ; as-
semble at 2 p. m., adjourn at 6 ; assemble
at & and adjourn at 11; that, before the
final adjournment of the convention, a
committee of not less than seven shall be
appointed, whose special duty it shall be
to sce that all recommendations and reso-
lutions of the convention are brought to
the notice of the proper authorities ; that
the following be the permanent officers of
the convention :

J. G. King, Port Arthur, chairman ; H.
S. Paterson, Portage la Prairie, first vice-
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president; E. O. Denison, Minnedosa,
second vice-president; C. N. Bell, Winni-
peg, secretary, who shall be asked to nom-
mnate an assistant secretary.

Committee on Resolutions—Alex. Ache-
son, Rosenield ; J. F. Boyd, Minnedosa :
D. McIntosh, Dauphin ; J. W. Whitman,
Emerson ; F. WW. Adams, Brandon ; Geo.
H. Healey, Virden; D. A. McDonald,
Regina ; Jas. E. Steen, Winnipeg.

‘The report was adopted.

The president-clect, on taking the chair,
referred to the fact that he did not belong
to this province, and added that it was a
great misfortune Mandoba did not extend
down to the head of the lakes, as all the
interests and desires of the people there

were with this western country, of which
they we.e really a portion. He hoped

that out of this meeting would come a
business association, a western board of
trade, or something of the kind, in which
business men might meet and discuss busi-
ness principles. He accepted the presi-
dency of the convention as a great honor.

The resolutions in the hands of the sec-
retary were referred to the committee on
resolutions, and the convention adjourned
until ten o’clock on Friday morning.

While the organization committec was
at work, the following resoluiion was
adopted 3

Moved by W. G. McLaren, seconded by
J. W. Whitman, and resolved, “Whereas,
it-would be of great advantage to the busi-
ness men of Western Canada if some
means cxisted that would enable those in
one town or village to mect together for
the consideration of matters of common
interest and to communicate with those
< other towns and viilages ; and whereas,
buards of trade may be incorporated only
m places having a population of 2,500,
making it impossible to establish such
boards in small places ; and whereas, this
convention considers that some form of
trade councils, with a sumple form of con-
stitution and by-laws, might be inaugur.
a‘ed and made workable ; Be it resolved,
that ... convention appoint a committee
(to be named by the chairman) to draft
such form of censtitution and by-laws as
may be deemed necessary ; and, {further,
that members of this convention agree to
take steps to give a fair trial to the at-
tempt to cstablish such trade councils in
the towns and villages where they reside.”

The convention resumed on  Friday-
morning, Mr King in the chair.

The committee on resolutions reported
having sanctioned the submission to the
convention of resolutions re the following
subjects : A uniform rate of two cent
postage, appomtment for Northern Eu-
rope of commercial agents who would as-
sist immigration ; the nceds of manufac-
tures ; Crow's Nest Pass railway ; hand-
ling of duiry goods ; fire insurance rates:
carly closing ef stores in rural districts ;
the credit system and laws relating there-
te ; the grain standards, and who shall

make them ; immigration and express and
local ireight rates.

The first resolution taken up was that
m regard to the twr cent letter rate for
Canada. The resolution subiitted was in

-the form of a memorial, and read as fol-

lows :

To His Excellency, the Right Honorable
the Earl of Aberdeen, ctc., ctc., Gov-
crnor-General of the Doninion of
Canada, in Council,

The petition of the Business Men’s Con-
vention humbly sheweth,

That this convention i3 of the opinion
that a revision of the postal rates and
classification of mail matter should be
made that would provide for a uniform
rate of two cents per ounce on letters for
carriage with in Canada, and from Canada
to Newfoundland and the United States.

Whereiore, your petitioners do pray that
Your Excellency-in-Council will sanction
legislation providing for a uniform rate of
two cents per ounce on letters posted in
Canada for delivery in Canada, Newiound-
Iand and the United States.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound,
will ever pray. Signed on behalf of the
Business Men's Convention.

J. E. Stecn spoke strongly in favor of
the memorial, and gave striking instances
of the injustice to Canadians of a three-
cent letter rate . Canada and a two-cent
Ietter rate on the other side of the line.
He moved the adoption of the memorial.

Mr. Long, of Gretna, a boundary town,
was able to give more instances of a sim-
ilar nature. He seconded the resolution.

The memorial was adopted unanimously

The nest resolution taken up was that
m regard to the appointment of consular
agents in Northern Europe. It was moved
by Mr. Steer and was seconded by Mr.
F. H. Mathewson, ex-president of the
Winnipeg Board of Trade. The resolu-
tion was as follows :

Resolved, \Vhereas, the most suitable
and most desirable settlers for Canada,out-
side of those from the British Isles, are
to be obtianed from the Continental coun-
trics of Northern Europe. 1n ncarly all of
which countrics the work of foreign emi-
gration is forbidden by law;

And where, the United States, and other
nations of America, have in all such coun-
tries numcrous consuls and vice-consuls,
many of whom hold office without emolu-
ment, and whose duties imply the furnish-
ing of information regarding their coun-
try and its resources to all intending cmi-
grants applying to them for such informa-
tion, thus doing the work of emigration
agents as far as the laws of the countries
in which they reside will permit, and se-
curing for the country they represent the
bulk of the overflow of population from
these nations of Northern Europe

And whereas, Canada, as a colony of
Great Britain, not having the right of ap-
pointing consular or other agents having
direct diplomatic relations with foreign

countries, and being only one of the many
colonies of the empire not in a v sitgy
to eapect Briush consuls to do ior the
Domuuon the work which Umted States
consuls and vice-cousuls do for | 1 ther
own country in the terests of 1oy,
tion; therefore Canada works under grea
disadvantages, and has herctofvie been
powerless to secure anything like a fijp
share of the valuable class of settiurs, who
have flocked from the countries ui North.
c-n Europe to the new world.

‘Therefore be it resolved, aftcr careiy
consideration of this anomalous and gs.
advantageous situation in which Cunadi i
placed, this convention would strongly
urge the appointing by the Dominog
Government of a regular staff oi commer.
cal agents-general, one to cach o the
countries referred to, who ¢ould cach haye
numerous deputiss in leading punts o
cach country, and that onc leading duty
of such agents and their deputies should be
to furmish to applicants in search o 2
home 1 the new world, the fulle<t mform.
ation regarding the resources oi our Do
minion and its advantages as a new hnd
to settle in, always, it is scaccely necessary
to say, confining thar cfforts m thy
work strictly within the Inuts oi the laxs
of the country in-which they may reside.

This convention sees aiso, m this z-
rangement, a valuable power in furthenng
thie trade interests of both inmpoters and
cxporters in the Dominion, cnabling iz
porters to deal direct with foreign mane
facturers, instead of through British md
dlemen, and also cnabling cporters of
grain and other Canadian  products to
deal direct with continental European pur-
chasers, instead of through the comms
sion houses of London,Liverpool and Nex
York. as has been the genceral rule hereto
fore.

Thmas Gilroy, who was onc of the inn
crs of the resolution, spoke-very carnestly
in its favor. The resolution was camed
unanimously.

At this stage a resolution was intre
duced to curtail the discuswons, that the
mover and scconder be alhwed fiiten
minutes for spceches and all others b
linited to five miutes, This motion w
adopted.

Neoxt was taken up the follawing rese
Intion in regard to the Cron’c Nest Pa
railway. It was a resolution preparedand
<ubmitted by the Lethbril.. Boxd ¢
Trade :

“Whereas, the projected ra “way throng?
Crow’s Nest Pass will be a taost impo
.11 factor in developing th- minerl
<ources of British Colum!u. an one &
o’ the Rocky Mountains 1 | the agricd
turai «nd ranching industrn - of the Nord-
west Teretories on the otl r ade;

*And that this Pass, bes - the only 62
south of that occupicd b. the C;nxfn

facit:c Railway, is the on's ieans oi&i
tain'ng access to the n.anicnse mmﬂi
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tealth on the Canadian side of the Inter-
natona! houndary ;

“hae the preliminary cotstruction w.ik
aiready commenced in this Pass, aai the
wethedt 1 which gradiig has been wone,
irad suory strongly to the conclusion that
through cestain portions of it the con-
struction of more than one line of rail-
way is impracticable ;

“That nowhere on this continent can an
instance be found of any railway com-
pany controlling more than one pass
through the Rocky Mountains, and the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company al-
ready controls the only other avenue
through them lying within 350 miles of the
International boundary,.and if this railway
is comstructed in the near future by a pri-
vate corporation, even should such cor-
pot:tior: not be the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company, there is grave reason to fear
that that company will control the rail-
way ; -

“That, in view of the almost fabulous
resources of the Kootenay districts, we
fecl it would be unwise from a national
standpoint, for the Government to part
with the control of the only natural ¢han-
nel of transportation to these regions, by
vesting it in any private corporation, or
to suffer anything to be done that may
prevent the possibility of future railway
competition ;

“Therefore, be it resolved, that in the
opinion of this Board it would be for the
best interests, not only of the Territories
and British Columbia, but the Dominion
at large,that the projected railway through
the Crow’s iVest Pass should be construct-
ed and operated by the Government of
Canada, or in the alternative, if the former
course should be deemd impracticable or
impolitic, and the construction of the rail-
way be left to a private’company, that the
right to have running powers aver that
portion of the rilway through or at either
outlet of the Crow’s Nest Pass shall be
preserved for any railway or railways, here-
after desiring it, to be exercised upon such
terms as the Railway Committee of the
Privy Council may deem proper.”

D. S. Johnson, of Winnipeg, moved the
wsolution, and it was seconded by J. A.
Merrrick, of Virden, and carried unani-
mously.

The next resolution related to the im-
portance of manufactories in the west. It
was moved by J. E. Steen, of Winnipeg;
and seconded by D. A. McDonald, of Re-
gina, and wzs as follows :

“Resolved, that while there are great
drawbacks to investing in manufacturing
urdertakings in the Canadian Northwest,
largely due to the cost of living, and ihe
lack of a lurge and ever ready market,
there are nevertheless numerous fields in
which successful manufacturing projects
could be launched. These are to be found
most easily in connection with products,
the raw material which is produced here
and shipped at heavy cost in a raw state,

to he® manufacu\red in the east, and re-
turned to our markets ready for the con-
sumer, and in not a few instances wicre
raw material is allowed to go to waste or
destroyed instead of being utihzed for
manufacturing purposes. That it should
be borne in mind that the drawback of
lack of population for a liberal market i3
vearly growing less formidable, as is evid-
ent by the number of industries which
have sprung up within the past few years,
and are now flourishing. The wonderful
increase within a dozen years in flour
milling, by which at least onc-fifth of our
wheat crop is annually ground into flour,
is one very strong proof of the field for
manufactures from raw material produced
here.  Taking these circumstances into
consideration ;

“Be it resolved, that this convention de-
sires to inipress upon all good citizens of
this country, that every encouragement
should be given to the establishment in
our midst of manufacturing industries, to
supply local demands, whera that only is
possible, and to export where that is pos-
sible ; and especially should attention be
given to building up industries which
would utilize the immense amount of raw
material now allowed to go to waste in
this country.”

D. J. Dyson (Winnipeg), spoke vigor-
ously in favor of the motion, and Chair-
man King endorsed it. The resolution
was unanimously adopted.

Secretary Bell then submitted the fol-
lowing resolution: “That the present rates
of fire insurance on town and village pro-
perty, where there is no fire protection, are
unfairly apportioned, and that the Mani-
toba Board of Underwriters should be
petitioned to appoint an inspector who
will rate every risk according to its con-
struction, occupation and exposure.”

This resolution was mqved by C. Shil-
son (Snowflake) and seconded by M.Long
(Gretna). R. T. Riley, Winnipeg; R. S.
Thompson, Glenboro; Wm. Dickson,Alex-
ander; Mr.Murray, Brandon; J. H. Brock.
Winnipeg; T. B. Mickle, Carberry; J. A.
Merrick, Virden; J. A. Tcissman, Winni-
peg; T. Gilroy, Winnipeg, and other gen-
tlemen discussed the resolution.  Mr.
Brock, a member of the Board of Under-
writers, assured the convention that their
resolution would reccive the greatest re-
spect and most careful consideration. The
resolution was adopted.

The convention adjourned until the af-

ternoon.

The chairman called the meeting 10 r-
<er at 2:30 o'clock.

A resciution on deep waterways,and cne
on the construction of the Hudson"s Bay
railnsy were received and referred to ke
committee on resolutions.

The chairman nominated as a commit-
tec to draft a constitution and by-laws fo.r
boards of trade or trades committees for
smaller towns in different portions of the

province, D). W. Bole, F. H. Mathewsdti,
and C. N. Bell, of Winnipeg.

The following motion re early closing ot
stores in rural districts was moved by A.
Strank, scconded by Mr Williams :

“Whereas, it is the custom of the busi-
ness people of many towns and villages
to continue their establishments open to a
very late hour of the night ; and whereas,
such docs not in any manner increase the
amount of business to be done, does not
give time for reasonable recreation, and is
detrimental to health and spirits alike of
proprictors and employees ; therefore be
1t resolved that in the opinion of this con-
vention it is desirable that merchants in
every business community should have an
understanding to close their places of
business at a reasonable hour in the even-
ing.say 6 o'clock,and that an understanding
having been come to among the mer-
chants of any given community that they
should then communicate with neighbor-
ing towns and villages to endcavor to have
a similiar arrangement made, with a view
of its universal adoption.”

J. W. Whitman, Emerson ; Mr. Graham,
Melita : G. H. Healey, Virden, and others
stated the experience in their several
towns, and favored the hour of 6 o'clock,
instead of 7, in summer and 8 in winter,
as suggested in the resolution, in the form
in which it was moved. The change was
made, and the resoluiion passed unani-
mously.

R. M. Graham, of Melita, moved, sec-
onded by J. J. Storey, of Wawaness, a
resolution in reference to the making and
handling of butter.

Mr. Whitman pointed out the difficul-
tics of merchants in the butter trade.
There was no market for the old fashioned,
roll butter; and it was not found profit-
able to buy at 15 cents and sell at 13 down
to four cents. He suggested that it
would be well to have an understanding
that the roll butter would not be taken,
but that it must be worked up into one or
two pound prints.

J. J. Storey stated that many of the
farmers have not a fit place to make but-
ter in.  He suggested that it woold be well
for the government to give something to
people to build milk-houses.

J. A Merrick. of Virden, spoke in favor
of using fibre butter tubs. At Virden an
inspector had been appointed and paid so
much a pound for inspe ting. Grades 1,
2, 3 and rcjected had been fixed, with a
difference of two cents a pound. The
first year a great deal had been rejected ;
but the second year the quality was im-
proved. »

D. W. Buchanan, of Winnipeg, spoke
in favor of cstablishing creameries where-
ever possible, and encouraging the farmers
to support them where established. Good
progress had been made in establishing
creameries, but owing to our sparse popu-
lationthere were districts where creameries
cannot be carried on successiully, and con-
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Thercfore, we should endeavor to encour-

age the farmers to-make good dairy butter.
He pointed out the revolution which had

taken place in the butter trade since the_

introduction of the creamery system. Peo-
ple had been-cducated to using a fine qual-
ity of butter, and now it was almost im-
possible to dispose of dairy butter in com-
petition with creamery. It was therefore
absolutely necessary that dairy butter
should be marketed while it is fresh and’
sweet, if it is to have any sale at ail in
competition with creamery.

T. B. Baker found that tie use of sep-
arators would do much to overcome the
difficulty. He approved of the recommen-
dations that butter never be re-packed in
tha samc tubs, and that care should be
taken in making. In answer to Chairman
King as to the superior quality of im-
ported Liverpool dairy salt, he said that
Canadian salt was quite capable of filling
the bill.

A. Whitelaw, Brandon, regarded the
crexmery system as the only perfect
system. His experience was that
farmers would not bring in butter until
three or four months after it was made.
He had been in the butter business four-
teen years in this country, and two of

three years in the east. He held that,

spruce packages were as good as fibre
packages. Efforts should be made to keep
the crcamery business in operation the
year-round. A difficulty now was that as
soon as the retail price of butter goes up
a little they cease to supply milk.

S. Barre emphasized the importance of
discouraging the manufacture-of dairy but-
ter, and encouraging its manufacture in
creameries.

E. O. Danison, of Minnedosa, suggested
that merchants agree to stop buying dairy
butter where creameries exist.

The motion was then carried in-the fol-
lowing form, the mover and scconder ac-
cepting some amendments proposed by
Mr. Whitelaw, of Brandon,

“Resolved, That owing to the changed
condition in the dairy trade, owing to the
introduction of the factory system, and to
other causes, it is more necessary than
ever that dary grades of butter should be
marketed promptly, while it is fresh and
sweet, in order to enable it to compete at
all with the factory butter. Where butter
factories have been established it is urged
that the merchants and farmers should
encourage the support in every way pos-
sible of factorics in their respective districts
in preference to home-made dairy butter,
as the demand for dairy grades of butter
is limited, and_in many cases cannot be ex-
ported to advantage in competition with
factory-made goods. Merchants who
handle butter arc further advised to urge
their patrons to use 2 good quality of dairy
salt in making butter, and to use uniforni
packages of desirable size and style.”

James E. Steen moved, seconded by Mr.
Barre, the following resolution in refer-
ence to cold storage :

“Whereas, th matter of providing cold
storage and reirigerator transportation to
cover the walts of the trade in perishable
goods, not only of Western Canada, but
of the Dominion at lirge, has now ad-
vanced to huge proportions ; and where-
as, private cfforts to supply the cold stor-
age wants of different localities utterly fails
to grasp. the difficulty as a whole, and
tends to build up rivalry, and cannot with
economy be made to act in conesion for
the benefit of business generally. There-
fore, this convention recognizes the fact
that an cconomical system of public cold
storage, linked with an efficient refriger-
ator system of transportation, is necessary
for-Canada as a whole, and any delay in
providing such tends to hamper the growth
of thie production of perishable products
of the Dominion. Furthermore, the con-
vention recognizes the fact that such a
system can be best provided by *he great
trunk lines of railway,which should handle
the receipt and delivery of perishable goods
from cold storage as they handle the re-
ceipt and delivery of other goods carried
by them, and that these railway- companies

‘should provide such cold storage ware-

houses at central points, and control-their
management, and an efficient refrigerator
system of transportation in connection
therewith ; also, that this project of a sys-
tem of public cold storage for the whole
Domniinion, extending from the Atlantic to
the Pacific is one which should réceive
liberal encouragement and aid from the
Dominion government, and that.said-gov-
ernment should also-take steps to have a
thorough system of _refrigerator storage in
connection withany new fast line-of trans*
atlantic packets in receipts of government
aid.”

The movey argued in favor of a system
of cold storage-at different points extend-
ing from-the’ Atlantic to the Pacific, along
the lines of railway; one at Vancouver,
one at Calgary, for dressed meats, etc,;
others at Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal
and St. John's, or whatever is the winter
port. The system would be operated
much the same as a cartage company, a
small charge being made for receipt and
delivery. A cent a pound would cover the
price for the whole season. The system
could be extended, as required, to other
points. The railway companies should be
made responsible, A five times better re-
frigerator car service would result. The
Dominion Government should give aid,
as the project would benefit all Canada.
He estimted that the saving in one year
would be more than the whole cost of the
system ; that $5,000,000 would be added
every year to the value of the perishable
producis of the country. A fast.freight
service across the Atlantic was required
along with the fast mail-service.

Mr. Barre had much pleasure in second-
ing the motion. He spoke emphasizing

the mover, and urging that the goveryt
the-importance of the points advanced by
ment should take the matter in hang

R. M. Graham agreed that such 3 55
tem would effect a great saving. Ile y,
derstood that it was-the policy ot the pre,.
ent government to establish such a gygen

Mr. Whitelaw favored-taking liold ¢ the
matter as.a- matter of private eaterprigs,
he did not think that the cost would p
very great,

Mr. Whitman supported the motion a4
a grand one and on the right line;

R. L. Richardson, M. P., said the res.
lutidn was -very opportune, because jt wis
the intention of the government to ey,
lish a system of cold storage in order to
2ssist the farmers.

Stephien Nairn, Winnipeg, agreed thy ;
fast freight service for dairy produq
should Le coupled with the establishmen
of a-fast mail service,

The motion was then carried yng;
mously,

The following motion was then move
by E. Shilson, of Snowflake, scconded by
Wm. Cousers, of Medicine Hat, supporte
by Messrs. R. Rolston, of Killarney : Wn,
Trant, of Regina, and R, L. Rachardson,
M. P., and unanimously- passed :

“Resolved, that any legisiation, whether

in the form of exemption laws or othe-
wise, which places the debtor possessed of
means beyond the power of the credilorty
collect just debts from him, is a delibern
abuse of the powers placed in the lands
of legislators, and places a premium tpon
dishonesty ; and furthermore, cven the
economic advantages alleged to be. Zained
by exemption legislation cannot possibly
be attained by any law orlaws which ..
able a man to evade payment for the food,
clothing and other necessary household
supplies of hjs home.  Therciore, ths
convention appeals to the legisluture o
Manitoba and the Northwest Assembly
to amend the exemption provisions of sk
laws-so as to give powers of scizure witk
in the limits now exempt to creditors sho
have supplied such_household goods.
" The following resolution was moned
by E. O. Denison, of Minnedosa, second:
ed by R. J. Noble, of Oxbow, and passd
without discussion.

“That whereas, the manncr of auditing
municipality and district account book,
prevalent throughout Manitobs, is genent
ly unreliable, incomplete and imperiet,
failing to furnish-the public or the bui
ness and banking concerns with that gur
antee as to the correst state of such %
counts, or the true financal standing o
such municipalities and sciwol distris,
which is so desirable and uselul ¥ e’
premises ; be it therefore reolved, thats!
recommendation be made te the provindl}
government and Northwest assembly tha:
legislation be enacted. providing for tht]
granting of certificates of proficiency
properly qualified.and skilled accountsst,
in the various parts of the province, ¢ithe;
through the Chartered Accountants’ Asse}
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ciation of othct\vis?. .:md makin.g it com-
pulsory upon municipal councils, reeves
and school boards to employ only such uc-
3§ countant- oOf auditqrs for the purpose of
making the prescribed yearly audits of
their vancus books, vouchers :u'u! state-
ments, with all such other provisions as
v be found necessary to.thc end .that a
thorougth, complete and reliable audit may
ta made, and published once a year, re-
B 1 rdmg the transactions and financial

o
I

= i onding of all our municipalities and

choel ditricts.

On mevon of S. Nairn, Winnipeg, sec-
onded by R McGurl, of Moosomin, it was
ppanimotnly resolved @

“That. in view of the complications and
g mences of opinon prevailing in -ega-d
s e weking of grain standards, some
E. & morc cimple and stable mcthod should e
g 3 o 0opted © that grain standards shoull, as
B < . .ily :s possible, be made simila.r n
quaitty to those with which our Mnmtob.a
and Northwest wheat comes in competi-
tion ; that, owing to the continual chang-
ing of standard samples under the present
method, and the impossibility of European
importers having any knowledge of wha.t
they are to expect from this country until
a farge portion of our crop has been mar-
heted, legislation should be asked of the
Dominion governuent looking to the es-
ublishment of a permanent standard, un-
% der the act, which alone should govern
inspectors mn their work, thus doing away
; with the present cumbersome and uansat-
wiactory method of making yearly stand-
:§ ards by a standards board.”

An interesting discussion of this »abiect
preceded the vote. Messes. Nairn, John-
ston, Richardson, Steen, G. . Healey,
Chairman King, R. Rolston, B. McGur],
R. M. Graham, and T. B. Baker taking
part.
It was moved by A. Strang, and second-
£¢d by Mr. Steen, that this convention.com-
¥posed of business men of Manitoba and
dthe Territories, learn with satisfaction that
the Dominion governtnent is now taking

teps toward the construction of a canal
Hat the St. Andrew’s rapids, recognizing as
hey do that the construction of rhis wark
would form one of the most important
ks i the developmene of our great
western waterways.  This  convention
would urge the carly completion of this
inportant work, and would further urge
vpon the Dominion government that dur-
ing the coming summer survey work, of a
«chmnary nature be done, to determine
te following :  First, the feasibility and
Gproximate cost of securing an unhroken
ter voute from upper North Saskatche-
a siver points to Winnipeg and other
anitoba points,via Lake Winnipeg route:
4 also by the alternate route via Lakes
fiitoba  and Winnipegoosis and the
oanecting rivers. Secondly, the feasibil-
¢ of securing 2 water route from the
td River 10 the Lake of the Woods, 2nd
e easterly to Lake Superior. Thirdly,
b fcasibitity of opening a water ronte

. .

from Lake Winnipeg to Hudson’s Bay.
This convention would further urge upon
the Dominion government the adsisabil'ty
of considering the uscfulness of the pav-
igable waterways of the Peace-AMackonsie
River basin, in improving communic.uion
in that great region The business men of
Manitoba and the Territories assembled ut
this convention would further desive to
place themselves on record as opposed to
the gramting of control over any »f our
waterways to private individuals or «or-
porations.

Tt was moved by A. Strang, ses.sn i
by R. Rolston, Killarney, and resclved,
That this convention desires to impress
upon the Dominion government the ex-
treme  desirabiltly of having a railroad
built to connect the province of Maaitoha
el the Northwest Territories with the
Tadson’s Bay. nd that substantial aid
should be given to any bona fide company
underfaking the construction of such a
railroad.

The convention then adjourned, and met
again in the cevening.

The first resolution of the ovening was
moved by Mr. Trant. of Regina, seconded
by Capt. D. McIntosh. It was as follows :

Whereas, a large volume of business is
done under the credit system, and it is de-
sitable that the selier should be protected
against the dishonest purchaser ;

Resolved, First. That the existing law
should be modified, so that the cost of roi-
lecting small debts be reduced.

Second. That the amount exempt from
garnishee order should be reduced to $10.
and that the assignment of unecarnc] sal-
aries be made iilegal.

Third. That so iar as the colleziion of
debts 1s conserned, government emplove:s
should be placed on the same {gotitng us
other citizens.

Mr. T ant comn plained that the colle «on
of small debts 1s expensive, dilato - and
unwertaim, whereas the action of the aw
should he cheap. rapid and certain. 1
proposed, as a remedy for existing ev'ls,
that 2 debtor having against him a a1lg-
ment and costs of less than §100, and not
having the mcans to pay. be permitte i to
pay in instalments of $10 a month. He
explained the working of the plan in the
ald country. He suggested the cstablish-
ment of a small costs court for the cheap
disposal of small debts.

The president gave some of his experi-
ence. as an employer of labor, of the
hardships resulting from the garnishee law.
T2 found that credit was granted too {ree-
Iy by merchants to cxtravagant familizs of
men, known to be getting good salatics.

Mr. Steen proposed that only a cerdin
portion of a man’s salary be made sabject
to garnishee, leaving a married mwm 1 ¢or-
tain amount for the support of his family,
and a single man a certain proportion for
board.

The motion was unanimously passed.

The following was passed without dis-
cussion, on motion ¢f Mr. Steen, second-
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<ed by Mr, Strang : That in the interest of
the extension of trade between Manitoba
and the Terrtories on the one hand. ana
British Columbia on the other, this con-
vention wounld view with favor any ceflonts
mm the direction of reducing freight rates
and improving commumication betweeen
the praivie districts and British Columbia.

T. 1. Agnew, of Prince Albert, moved,
seconded by J R, McPhail @ That mn the
opinton of this convention substantial aid
should be given by the Dominion gLov-
crament 1o the Mantoba & Northwestern
ratdway to enable the compiany to estend
its line to the town of Prince Albert,”as
the charter requires, and that on condition
of giving such 2aid, the company should be
compelled to prosccute the work aud curry
it to completion within cighteen months.
and give guarantees to the govermmem
of fair freight and passenger rates, And
it is the opinion of this convention that
the road would open up a most fertile
district, and would prove, as soon as open-
ed for traffic, a most profitable route, as
nearly one-half of the voute to be travel-
led, from Yorkton to Prince Albert, 1y sl-
ready thickly settled ; and also thu it
should be maintained, as now. an inde-
pendent road.

The mover and seconder ant H. S.
Paterson, of Portage lu Prairie, and R 3.
MePhatl, of Prince Albert spoke m sun-
port of this motion,and it was passed with-
cut opposition.

R. i. Noble moved, that this convention

desies to impress upon the Canadian Pa-
aific Railway managers the necessity for
the extension of the Pipestone branch of
tiew reed into the Moose Mountain dis-
trict, secing there is a well settled country
there, containing hundreds of settlers, who
have beer located there from favelve 10
fiftcen years, who have <till 1o haul their
mukbetable products from twenty to sev-
caty miles to the nearest railway point.

The motion was scconded by Jonn M.
Gurl. of Moosomin, spoken to hy ke
move~, und passed without further Jis-us-
swn.

J i1 Ashdown moved that. Wherzas
the express charges on goods from poine
to point over the western division of the
Canadian Pacific railway are based upon
an advance over rates charzed by the
saie company in the castern provinees of
from 33 1-3 to 125 per cent and over; and
whereas, such excessive rates are very de-
trimental to the interests of the business
community of this country, and whereas.
the reducing of the express charges on
the western division would result in a
very material increase of business doue,
Thereiore, be it resolved. that the Do-
minion Express compauy be memorialized
and requested to reduce the rates on the
western division to a point a little, if any,
in excess of those charged in the cactern
provinces.

In speaking to the motion. Mr. Ash-
down wmade a comparison of castern with
western express charges, showing that the
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fatter are greater for smaller-distances by
33 1-8, 50, 66 2-3, and even 100 per cent.
The rates, he said, were such that com-
paratively little stuff was carried by ex-
press. A reduction, he held, would in-
crease the trafiic.

J. Agnew scconded the motion.  Mr.
Thorburn, of Broadvicw, supported it, and
it was adopted without further discussion.

A motion was introduced by J. H. Ash-
down, and after discussion was amended
and adopted in the following form:
Whereas, it is advisable that trade between
the different points within the province
of Manitoba and the Territories to the
west of us should increase to the greatest
possible degree, and whereas, the rates
charged on the various lines of communi-
cation have much to do with the increase
or otherwise of the said traffic, and where-
as, the rates of freight charged on the
Canadian Pacific railway from point to
point within Manitoba and the Northwest
Territories are very greatly in excess of
the rates charged for similar service in
the eastern province on that road. There-
fore be it resolved, that the Dominion
government be memorialized and asked
that in any arrangement with the Canadian
Pacific Railway company looking to the
construction of the Crow’s Nest Pass rail-
way, the purchasing of lands or other deal-
ings that the matters of rates of freight
on the western division be taken into con-
sideration, and such arrangement made as
will bring them down to bu little, if any,
over the rates prevailing in the eastern
provinces.

Mr. Ashdown claimed that the progress
of the country had been retarded by the
railroad freight rates. The C. P. R. was
built for the country ; a large amount ot
land was given to the company, and held
for an increase in value. Therc was no
reason why the rates through the wheat
lands should be so much in excess of those
in the cast. The traffic, he held, would
have been double what it is if there had
been a more liberal policy in regard to
land and freight rates. There should be
lower rates of freight on produce going
out. If the policy outlined by Mr. Van
Horne had been carried out, and grain had
been carried at a little over cost, fuel at
cost, and building material at a little over
cost, instead of the adoption of a policy
of taking as much as the traffic would
bear, great advantage would have resulted
to the country.

In the discussion that followed those
taking part were: Messrs. Geo. Pocock,

Emerson; McPhail, Johnston, H. S. Pat-
terson, J. H. Brock, A. Macdonald, Wm.
Trant, Mr. King, R. A. Williams, and G.
F. Carruthers, after which the motion was
carried.

R. T. Riley moved, That the assessment
of stocks of merchandise for municipal
taxation, as at present, should be abolished
—a system of taxation based on renfal
valug or income being copsidered fajrer.

THE COMMERCIAL-~SUPPLEMENTARY NUMBER

The mover pronounced the present sys-
tem of assessment of stocks a farce as
‘now carried out ; and he said that if car-
ried out it would be found so unjust that
there would be a general outcry against
it. He gave examples of inequalities: In
one case stock and fixtures, worth $11,-
000, had ‘been assessed at $3,600 ; three
stocks, worth respectively $30,000, $120,-
000 and $66,000, had been assessed in one
year at $20,000 cach. A stock of $8,000 (¢
$12,000 had been assessed at $2,000 only.
This system of taxation was wrong. The
merchandise in one's possession does not
represent his ability to pay taxes. He
favored-a system of rental, or incsme tax.

G. I. Carruthers seconded the motion,
and spoke briefly in support of it, and ex-
plained the system of business tax that
had-been introduced in Winnipeg.

The resolution was unanimously passed.

Thos. Gilroy moved the following,
speaking to it at some length ; A. Strang
seconded it. Wm. Trant, G. Pocock,
Chairman King, J. H. Ashdown, and oth-
ers, speaking to the.motion. It was unan-
imously adopted.

\Whereas, it is now universally admitted
that the hope and future welfare of the
Dontinion very largely depend upon the
development of Western Canada; and
whereas, in that portion of the country
especially lying to the west of Fort Wil-
liam, there are immense areas of undoubt-
cdly rich and productive lands ; and great
resources in mineral, timber, fishing, and
other interests, sufficient to furnish em-
ployment and comfortable homes for many
millions more of industrious people, the
successful and rapid settlement of whom
would add greatly to the material inter-
ests of all classes and every section of our
Dominion ; and whereas ; the duty of
promoting such settlements rests mainly
in the first instance on our various gov-
ernntents, acting as trustees of the people,
and using their money for the good of the
whole ; therefore, be it hereby resolved
that this convention desires unanimously
to urge most strongly on the immediate
attention to the federal and provincial, as
well as the various municipal, authorities,
the need of increased suitable immigration
as onc of vital and far-reaching import-
ance ; and, as a means to further the re-
quirements of the country in this behalf,
would beg lcave respectiully to make the
following recommendations, namely: 1.
That far more effort be used than has yet
been made. 2. That much larger appro
priations be set aside for immigration in
accordance with its importance as neces-
sary and profitable public expenditure. 3.
That united effort be used, and strictly
business-like methods, free from party in-
fluence. 4. That wise selection be exer-
cised, and thoughtful attention bLe given
to the needs and facilities f inaoming
home-seckers in order as far as possible
to encourage and help them to attain the
comfort and ultimate spccess so readily

within the reach of men of the right king,
This convention is also deeply impressed
with the great value and need of individ.
ual exertion, and would pledge the mem.
bers thercof, and urge on cach and every
one of the community to try and Jo some.
thing to help along the common goad, ang
sccure rapid and substantial progress
which the advantages and attractions of
Canada should unquestionably command,

On motion of Mr. Paterson, secondeg
by Mr. Denison, it was referred to the
Winnipeg Board of Trade to appuint 3
committee to carry into cffect the resg.
lutions yof the convention and forward
them to their proper destinations,

Mr. Ashdown said that he had fallen in
heartily with the idea of a convention, ang
he hoped that it would be only the begin.
ning of the meeting of this sort. [f other
questions of importance to the country
were considered they would perhaps be
able to accomplish twelve months hence
more than they had now done. e was
glad to sec so many of the friends from
the country present, and hoped they had
had a pleasant time.

On motion of Thos. Gilroy, scconded
by D. W. Bole, a vote of thanks was ten-
dered to Mr. King, president, and Messs.
Paterson and Denison, vice-presidents, C.
N. Bell, secretary, was also thanked for iis
services.

On motion of Messrs. Bole and Pater-
son, thanks were voted to the mayar and
city council of Winnipeg for their Find-
ness ; on motion of Mezsrs. McGurl and
Noble, to the Winnipeg board of trade;
and on motion of Messrs. Ashdown and
Gilroy, to the railroad companics igr H
duced rates.

The convention was closed shortly with
three hearty cheers for the Queen.

The following dclegates were in attend-
ance at the convention, and registered
their names 3

T. J. Agnew, Prince Albert; O J Abn-
ham, Deleau; W. W. Bole, Moose Jaw,
Wm. Dickson, Alexander; John S Daw-
son, Regina; Jas. Dowswell, Emerson;
Chas. A. Flower, Birtle; Octavius Field
Hugh Ferguson, A. Hitcheodk, J 2
Healey, Moose Jaw ; J. A. Johnston, John
Law, Thos. Leese, Birtle; Jas A Merrick,
Virden ; G. Michaelis, Regima, G W
Mahon, Douglas ; M. J. McLeod, Moost
Jaw ; J. R. McPhail, Prince Albert ; EA
Ramsay, Virden ; R. Rolston, Killarney,
J. M. Stewart, Birtle; . J. Stinsor,
Austin ; J. J. Story, Wawanesa; W. C
Thorburn, Broadview ; Wm. Trant, Re
gina; R. S. Thompson, Glenboro ; A
Whitelaw, Brandon ; R. H. Williams, Re:
gina ; Alex. Acheson, Rosenfeldt; w.C
Bond, Gladstone ; J. F. Boyd, Minnedog,
J. J. Bargen, Plum Coulec; R. E. Brad:
ford, Macdonald ; E. J. Coade, Carievale;
E. O. Denison, Minnedosa ; W. A. Doz
ald, Pilot Mound; J. F. Fumerton, F
Frederickson, Glenboro; W. . Fras,
Emerson ; J, H. Fargey, Lakeview; T.§
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Drainage area from which the Lake of the Woods iz s1pp'ied, 30,000 square miles,

The gli)rface area of the Lake of the \Wcods directly available for water storage, and controlled by the Reewatin Power Co.’s dam, is3u%
sqrare miles. *

) The average annual rise and fa!l of the Lake of the Woods, previous to the construction of the Keewatin Power Company’s dam,abs
tl ree feot.

Head of water at the dam. 17 feet a3 time of flovd water, to21 feet at time of least flow.  Average power, 80.000 h. p.

Fifteen years’ exrerience at the large tlour and saw millsfed from the lake, in close proximity to the Keewatin Power Company's dam. sz}
works, has proved that there is freedom from frazil. auchor and floating ice, aud ¢ther common obstructions to water power.

tizanste stone and best. Enghish Portlaud Coment have been used, exclusively, in the masonry construction  The phote engraving shix
the cla:s of workdone. The rock-fill dam is« ntirely of granite and heavy trsp rock.

Thedam and works are all founded on prate and trap bed rock, and are so strongly built as te practically elimitate all rik of interrsy:
tion to the power from washouts and all ordinary casualities.

‘The situation 1s central, being 130 miles east of Winnipeg, and 300 miles west of shipping points on Lake Superior.

The Cavadian Pacific ma Lite 1uns through the Company's property, close to the works; large space is reserved for sidings, yardsuld
other trauspertation facilities necessary for extensive manufacturing interests, i

Very low through rates of freaght hive been assured to the Uuited States; to the cast by rail and by lake and St. Lawrence navigatic
also west by rail and Australia, Chna and Japan steamship lines.

The situation {or pulp and paper mills could not le ecelled,  ‘There is auinnnense supply of purest water, wud with continuous pose
virgin foresta down to the shores of the Lake of the Wouds and of Rainy Lake and River, with smooth, deop water to the works.  Flax nr
can also be had. 1n any quantity, west of Wiunipeg, thus muking the whe lu unique as a_positivn for the supply of cheapraw naterial,

The position 15 excellent fur flour mills for griuding Manituba wheat, ur American wheat in bond, for export to Europe or the United S

The location 15 also very faverable fur Implement Factories, Furniture Factories, Foundries, Machine Shops, Cordsge and ‘T'wine Facurs
usiuﬁ‘l\'ort.hwest flax , and Electric power for light and power at the works and vicinity, and for distant transmission.

he Keowatin Power Company owns the land, water powers, and millsites shown on this plan, and will provide flumes to carry water e
the dam. The dam is already built. Flumes, raceways, tracks and roadways are proposed to be locatedand built as shown; but these
gether with the sites for mills, warchouses, etc , aresubjoct to such modifications as may be arranged with large purchasers of water power

The Directors of the Company will be pleased to sco, or correspond with, all parties desiring to secure locations and power for any purpe
and will make the terms attractive and easy. Information will be given by
RICHARD FULLER, Pres., Keewatin Power Co.’s Offices, Hamilton, Ont. JouN MATHER, Vice-Pres,, and Managing Director, Ottaws, (6t

Director :==WM, GIBSON, M, P., Beamsville, Ont.; ALEX. FRASER, Ottawa, Ont.,; ALEX. MACLAREN, Buckingham, Ont.
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THE LAKESIDE GOLD MINING GOMPANY

Of Rat Portage.

(LINYITED)

NON-PERSONAI. LIABILITY.
Capital, $750,000 - - In 750,000 Shares of $1 Each,

(Incorporated under the Ontario J. int Stock Company anl Mining Acts).

DIRICSCTORATE.

President : R. W. Jameson, ex-Mavor of the City of Winnipeg; Vice Presidont: R, 1L Agur, Manager of the Mos-ev-ilarns
Co., Winnipeg; Directors. H. H Beck. Insuraucn Agent, Winmpeg. John Plaston, Plumber, Winoipeg, D. Wilwu, ¢, W,
Drewry, Brewer, Winnipog: G. H. Wilson. Solicitor. Winnipeg; (. F. Bryan; Secretary-Treasurer: H,S Crouty, Real
Fstato Agent, Winnipeg; Bankers: Imperial Bank of Canada: Solicitorz: Ewart, Fisher & Wilson ; Consulting Eugineers -
Jno. T, Moynahan, of Moynahan & Campbell, Russtard for B. C; T. R. Deacon, C. E. & M. E,, fur Ra~ Purtag . uut,

The object of this company is to secure by purchase and thorough exploration by its winmg
agents and employees, gold and silver claims, and to sell the same or to partially develup aid sl
o other persons or companics in such manner so as tu secure the best and quickest returns iy

hareholders.

The company will start operations with options and contracts extending over the best mining
fields in Canada and will continue to secure more while developing those in hand.  Belore vifer-
ing property for sale the company will be able to lay before mtending purchasers the carefully
prepared reports of the mining experts. :

The success ol similar companies in other gold fieclds has been very great.  In South Afrig
and Western Australia the companies organized on similar basis in the pioneer stage of devel-
opment have paid dividends ranging as high as 3007 in one year. The companies have paid thes
high dividends because the whole principal is ground floor for shareholders  There is no doub
in fact that the best kind of mining investment, and the surest, especially for small capitalist,
is 1he development company when properly formed as it does away with middlemen and its share-
holders get the first profit.

One prominent feature of this company is, that the stockholders, and not the promoters con-
trol the affairs of the company  With numerous other companies the promoters conuol the
preponderance of the stock and leave onlv a small proportion vpen to independent stockholden,
Such a policy precludes outside stockholders from ever breaking the absolute control ot the pre-
moters, who can if they desire, manipulate the management for their own profit and the injury o
the outside stock holder. :

Of the $750,000 capital stock of this company, the promofers hold only $140,000. and
£200,000 worth is now offered for sale 1o the public at 10 cents on the dollar paid up and non-
assessable, thus admitting at one step a stock-holding power greater than that of the promoter.
combined. The remaining $410,0C0 worth of stock will be held in the treasary to be disposed viu
necessary for the companies’ benefit, and as the sharcholders at large may direct.  This Is a featur
intending stockholders should carefully note, and avoid investing in the stock of any company
when the same open course is not pursued. By the principle adopted by the Lakeside compan.
the shareholder holds the safety valve in his own hands. '

610,000 shares remain in the treasury {o be used hereafter as required and for the benefitul
all shareholders. 200,000 shares of treasury stock are now placed on the market at 10 cents pa
share, par value one dollar, and will be the only issue at that price. No liability beyond the
amount actually paid upon stock in the company attaches to the subscribers thereto or the holder
thereof.

Application for allotment of shares should be made to the secretary of the company,
where further information will be freely given. ’

Main Street, Winnipeg. Ele S, CROTI'Y, secretan.
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WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS

WINNIPEG, MAN,

-‘-—-—-_

.%(Q)E carry a_ very full line of DRUGS, PATENTS, SUNDRIES, etc. i'
Qur Manufacturing Depuitment is one of the largest in Ca.ada. and
is under the direction of & Chemist of high standing. Our Fluid Extracts are all AF

of standard strength. Full range of Pharmaceuticals. Price lists on application. | |

WRITE US FOR PRICES ON BLUESTONE. l
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"To drink a Tea that is perfection after using ordinary kinds, surprises most people and may
surprise you.”

PACKED IN WINNIPEG AND TORONTO BY

G.F. & J GATLT
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D. R DINGWALL

WINNIPXEG

Jewelery, Watches, Clocks
and Spectacles

QQE MAKE a specialty of filling country orders, and you

‘c can rely on getting somethirg good. We guarantee

every watch we sell and will exchange it, if it does not
give you entire satisfaction

Are they Troubling You?  Write to

HOW About us for particulars and Self-Testing

Card. We have the finest stock of
Your Eyes ? SPECTACLES in the Northwest

D. R. DINGWALL

WHOLESALE and RETAIL 584 Main Street, WINNIPEG

- ===, MGLEOD HOLIDAY
Wilan Ferquson ~ §

POIERLOOPLOFPOIIDLOSALD P DO

f ox

! ]

% WHOLESALE DEALER AND Sy § Smallwarves &
E

DIRECT IMPORTER OF . . Ao M
] motlons Eovb i

WINES '
L-l G U O R S . , Fancy Goods, Clocks, Jewellexy: 1 Men's Furshin

Direct exporter of Senegn Root

“CIGARS | <
e } NO TRAVELLERS SENT OUT

\; GOODS SOLD AT BED ROCK PRICES AN
BRANDON, MANITOBA 4 FOR CASH ONLY

EsTanLISHED 1882

SIEMCTICH SHINT

CALI. WHEX YOU ARE IN TR Cimy

é} -

e NG — — m o eI 266 Portage Ave., WINNIPEG
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Gray, Beauscjour ; F. Graham, R. M. Gra-
ham, Melita; J. J. Heaslip, Alameda; G.
H. Healey, Virden ; J. F. Knight, Glei-
chen ; Jos. G. King, Port Arthur ; F. G.
Lewi. Birtle; C. Landry, Mariapolis ;
Isaac Loewen, M. Long, Gretna ; G. W.
Mofhtt. Gladstone ; T. B. Mickle, J. D.
H. Mickle, Carman ; J. Murray, Brandon ;
D A Macdonald, Regina; Joseph MAlec-
Lean. Hamiota ; D. McIntosh, Dauphin ;
R. G McLaren, Souris; John McKin-
pon. Disphin ; R. J. Noble, Oxbow; J.
E. Parrott, Saltcoats ; G. Peacock, Emer-
son: C Picper, Gretna; H. S Paterson,
Portace 1a Praire; N. K. Reid, Strathclair;
J. H Standing, Belmont ; Ed. Shilson,
Snowtakes A G. Williams, Gladstone ;
J. W Whitman, Emerson ; James White,
Rapid City ; J. O. Johnstone, Birtle ; John
Lane. Birtle; Thos. Lane, Birtle; J. A,
errick. Virden ; E. A. Ramsay, Virden;
j M Sewart. Virden ; W. J. Stinson,
J. M. Stewart, Virden ; V. J. Stinson,
Austing John McGurl, Moosomin; H.
McDougall, Moose Jaw.

Besides the names mentioned, a large
aumber of Winnipeg business men attend-
od the wmectings of the couvention,

The Towns of Western
Ontario.

Up to almost sixteen years ago the
iowns of Ontario west of Lake Su-
perior were not in existence, although
where some of them now stand small
villagos existed back into the seven-
ties. For iustance close to the present
site of Fort William stand the remains
of the famous village of that name, a
collection of buildings swhich once clus-
wered aroand a Hudson’s Bay Co.’s trad-
ing post. Now the modern town has o
population of nearly four tlhousand
people, and bas over two nundred
places of business within its limits. It
is the Jake port of the Canadian Pacilfic
Reitway Co., through which all pro-
ducts from the western prairie country
and British Columbia pass on their
way to eastern or European markets.
The company’s grain elevators are Jo-
cted kere, and have a storage capa-
cty of 4,000,000 bushels. The
lumber interests are represented by
e extensive saw mill . 4 quite a
number of smaller industi.cs flourish.
The Kaministiquia River, which flows
throngh the town has been wharved
and docked, so that the place is now
quitea prominent Jake port.
A few miles further east on the
toreof Thunder bay stands the city
o Fort Arthur, where twenty years
0 scarcely o habitation  existed.
Thistown hasa population of about the
i2oees Fort Willjam, and is also s

lake port of note now. It has a large
storage clevator also, and is the centre
of the lake fishing industry of that
portion of I.ake Superior. 1ts places
of business number almost one hun-
dred and fifty, which number iveludes
several industrial concerns. The
place was unknown to the outside
world until 1870, when Sir Garnet
Wolseley with the fivst Red River mil-
itary expedition landed there and
gave the place the mame of Prince
Arthur’s Landing.  In 1884 when it
had grown to yuite a town, and be-
came the Lake Superior terminus of
the Canadian Pacific Railway its name
was changed to Porth Arthur.

Besides beinga terminus of the C. P,
R. Port Arthur is also the starting
point of the P. A. D. & W. railway, a
road which penctrates from the lake
westward for over 100 miles, and
which is destined soon to become an-
other trunk line from the great west-
ern prairie country to the Lake Su.
perior shore.

West of Lake Superior along the
line of the C. P. R, quite a number of
villages exist, such as lgnace, Sav.
anne, and Wabigoon, which with the
development of the surrounding min-
ing interests-are certain to become in
the very near future thriving towns.
It is nearly 300 miles west of Iort
William however before the first town
of any magnitude is rveached, namely
the town of Rat Portage In this town
and Keewatin about two miles farther
east is centered 2 pop lation of nearly
six thousand, and over two hundred
business institutions are in existence
there. The lumber mills of the Rat
Portage Lumber Co., and the Keewatin
Lumber a- 4 Trading Co., give employ-
ment to ov 400 hands, and fuarnish
the bulk of the lumber for the Prov-
ince of Manitoba. A smelting works
is another industry in full swing
there, while a number of smalier in-
dustries are also located in Rat Porec-
age, so that ultogether there is the
foundation of a great centre of popu-
lation already laid. Another indus-
trial institution of note is the Luke of
the Woods flour mills at Keewatin, an
institution which has no superior of
its class in North America. It has a
daily capacity of 2,000 barrels of liour
a day; has its own barrel factory in
connection and employs about seventy-
four hands. For a solid built, exquis.
itely fitted up mill, this institution has
few equals in the world.

But wbat promises best for the
future growth of this Keewatin and
Rat Portage district, is tite great and
valuable water power constructed but
recently by the Keewatin Water-
Pawer Co., which is dealt with in an-
other articlee. The great mining
intereste are also treated of inscpar-
ate articles.

THE COMMERCIAL-—~SUPPLEMENTARY NUMBER

Railway Building in 18¢6.

Railway buildiog has not been brisk inany
portion of North Awerica during the past
years, and in Western Canada ‘as in other
states, provinces and territories of this contiv
nent, thero has not been nearly as much
done in the past fow years as there was dur~
ing previous years, I{owover, we have had
our full share of now railway inileage, com-
pared with what has been doneelsowhere.

During the past year one important rail-
way line has been constructed in Manivoba.
This lino is commorly known as tho
Daupkin road, Construction was begun at
Gladstone, a town on the Manitoba and
Northwestern railway. and was continued in
a northerly direction for 100 wmiles. “This
road was completed last year, and it is now
equipped and is carrying on a regular
service,

Tho northarn terminus of theroad is about
sixteen 1niles from Lake Winmpegoosis,
This is a large lake, about 120 miles long,
with a coast line of’about 500 miles. "There
are valuable timber and miperal resources
tributary to the lake aud it also possesses con-
siderable fislery wealth. The timber dis-
trict tributary to Lake Winnipegoosis iseaid
to be the most valugble in Manitoba. Next
summer it is expected the road will be con-
structed to Lake Wiunipegoosis, sc as to
open up the great country tributary thereto,
By continuing the railway to the lake and
placing steamers on the lake itself, communi-
cation would be opeped up with a vast
territority which at present is practically an
unknown Jand, and which herctoforo bas
ounly deen visited by hunters and explorers.

The Dauphin road was built as a coloni-
zation road. It opens up 2 new and maguif-
ient agricultural region which was pre-
viously without railway communication,
Quite 2 number of settlers had been attract-
ed to the district by the many natural sd-
vantages which the country possosses, not-
withstanding that tho region was without
railway communication. ‘The new road wili
givo theso peoplo the means of shipping out
their wroducs to market, and it will further
cosuroa Jarge influxof sewtlers into the dis-
trict at once. Tho Dauphin district is con-
sdered one of the finest sections in Manitoba
for mixed farming. The soil is very rich,
the postures luxuriant aud wood and water
are abundant. Tho name of the company
awning the Dauphin road is‘ The Lake
Manitoba Railway and Canal Co."® Tho now
road opens up a territory which offers cplen-
did farmns {or thousands of soctlers.  Aboud
Take Winmpegoosis and east of Lake Daupis-
in there are districts specially well fitted for
ranching or stockraising on a largo scale, ow-
irg to large quantitics of hay obtaiunablo in
these sections. The country on tho west sido
of the Jake is o splondid agricultural section,
woll adapted to 21l grain crops,

Tho Daaphin road is the only new railwsy
work dono during thy past year in Western
Canadsa, with the coxception of somo short
lizes in British Columbia.
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During tho presont year tho praspects are
moro favorable for railway ronstruction than
they havo been for soveral years past, and in
our next annual number wo expect to bo able
to have a much more extensive report of now
railway work.

The Great Keewatin
Water-Power.

Ono of tho great featur2s of the now
famous Lako of tho Woods is tL¢ unsurpassed
water-power which is formed at the outlet of
the lake, at ko town of Keewatin, near Rat
Portage. Tae nuclens of what will in time
become a large manufacturiog ceutre. has
already been established hore, several im-
portant indastries having besn estublished
atXeowatin, to takeadvaatag: of the cheap
power there furnished. So far lumbering
and flour willing are the wrinecipal indus-
tries now carried on with the aid of this
wonderful water-power,  Water-power is
everywhero recognized to be the most cco-
nomical power for generating olectricity or
drivipg machinery, and wherever a good
water-power exists it is a great factor in
stimulating industrial enterprise. At Kee-
watin there is almost unlimited water-power
all ready for utilization.

A number of capitalists some time ago
secured this water privilege and praceeded to
utilize the power. Dams and other neces-
sary works were constructed at great cost,
and one of the finest water-powers on the
continent was successfully barnessed and
made ready for use. There is no question
here as to tho sapply of water all the year
around. Tho Lake of the Woods covers an
area of 8,000 square miles. The lake is fed
by the Rainy river and its tributaries, be-
sides countless small streams, tho whole
drainsgo area being upwards of 30,000
square miles, in addition to that ccvered by
tho lake i’self. It will thus be scen that
therois no possibility of a shortage of water.
With the lake for a mill pond, and by their
enormous dam across tho Winnipeg river,tho
Keewatic Power company are able to guar-
santeo & minimum of fully 40,000 horse-
power, oven in the driest scason.

The water-power works have beea so ar-
ranged as to regulate and keep an almost
uniform head at all times. Numecrous gates
in tho dams will be used for the purposs of
storing or letting the water cscape, as need

‘may be, a most important matter. The

offectivo head of water maintained at the
works will not bo less than 21 feet. There is
avsolutely no natural abstruction o the con-
staut uso of tho Keowatin water-power,
oither in summer or winter. Iee has never
proved an aumoyanco here, as shown hy the
oxpericnco of tho mills which bave been
opcrated for years.

Thoe Xeowatin Power company's tworks
have baen constructed by aund under the
superintendenco of the following gentlemen :
John Kennedy, C.E.. Montical, consulting
engincer; William Kennedy, jon., C. E,
Mogtreal, engineor for plans and copstrug-

tion; James Konnedy, OC.E., residont

engineer.

Tho dam has been built of cut granite, and
Purtland cement in the piers, with a rock
fill, in the centre. 'of granits and hoavy trap,
and i« of the most substantial construction
throughout, The entiro structure is founded
on solid rock, and is so strongly built as to
render entirely improbable all risk of inter-
ruption to the power from wash-outs or other
casualties,

The situ: tion is central, being 180 miles
cast of Wincipeg and 300 west of Lake Su-
perior. Tho Canadian Pacific Railway Com-
pany’s main line runs through the property.
Tho Canadian DPacific Railway bave guaran-
teed the power company that they will give
to any company utilizing the XKeowatin
water-power such low freight rates east and
weat as will 1osure profitable transport. The
company have also arranged for very low
rates of freight to all points in the United
States, and even by the steamship lines to
China and Japan, and also to Australia and
New Zealand.

Tao Keewatin Power Company are now
offering to lease the whole or any portion or
portions of this gigantic power to manufac-
turors, millers or others who may desire to
utilizo it, and the terms offered a:o exceed-
ingly liberal.

Xeawatin is a desirable point for the lo-
cation of flour and oatmeal mills, pulp and
paper mills, flax mills, furniture, lumber
and wond working f{actories, otc., the ma-
terial for such indastries being abundant.
Marcitoba affords an vnlimited supply of ma-
terial for cereal milling, and the immediate
territory surrounding will furnish any quan-
tity of raw material for palp milis.

Tho Keewatin Power Company owns the
lands, water-powers, and mill sites and will
build flumes to carry water from the dam to
any works that may be erccted. Tho dir-
cctors of the company will be pleased to seo
or to rorrespond with any aud all parties des-
iring to securs locations and power for any
purpose. The directorato of the Keowatin
Power Company is composed of the fullowing
well-known capitalists:  Richard Fuller, of
Hariilton, Oatario, president; John Mather,
of Ottaw: Ountario, vice-president; Alex,
Fraser, of L tawa, director; William Gibson,
of Beamaville. Onturio, director ; Alex. Mac-
Laren. of Buckingham, Quebes, director.
R. A. Mather, of Keewatin, is treasurer.

The company is now prc'pa.ring to ar-
rango for tho transmission of clectrical on-
evgy to Winnipeg, and tho prairie capital
expects to bo greatly benefittod by the intro-
duction to the city of a portion of tho vost
power now running to wasto at Keewatin.

OQur Dairy Industry.

Tho great progress whicu the farmers of
Manitoba and the westorn Territories of
Canada have made on the road to prosperity,
during recent years, is shown in tho rapid
dovelopment of the dairy and 3ive stock
industrics. Formerly it was wheat, whoat,
wheat, with the {armers. ILarge aveps of

this country will produco wheat more sye.
cesafully, one year-with another, than auy
othor crop, and there are no regions any
where in the world better ndapted to prodyc.
ing large yields of the fincst quahty of
whout, than are large portion of contrgt
Woestorn Canada. At the samo timo farmers
canzot depend continually on ono crop.: 1q
some years prices will bovery low fora ~ingla
commodity, and theso who have a diversiry of
commoditics are sure to have something
soll which will bring a good price. Again,
in tho most favored climates, oue crop can.
not alwdys prove a auccess. Manitoba hag
never had a failure of tho wheat crop. sincg
the country began to export wheat, by
there bave been years which produce. poor
crops. Even in goad average crop yean,
individual farmers have had bad crop,
through careiess farming. or tov 1 te sowing,
or perhaps owing to some loeal cause which
it was beyond their power to provent.
Experience hus taught our people that it
is uot only wisdom to have a diversity of
crops, but that it is still botter to have other
sources of profit to depond upon besides
crops alone. Henca the dairying and live
stock interests have made great prognss
withina f~wyears. Nor bas tais progres
in other i1nterests been at the expenss of
wheat. While groat progress has been mada
in dairying and raising live stocks, the wheat
area has boen steadily increasirg, thouzh
less rapidly than it did some years ago.
The last two years have beon the greatest
years for dairying in the history of ths
western country, the progress madein Man.
tobz, both in the quantity and quality of
tha dairy product having been very maiked.
A year ago a dairy school was opened in
Wigpipeg, undor the direction of the pro-
vincial government, and last winter and
this winter tho school has been largels
attended by owners aud operators of dairy
factories throughout the province, with the
result that our butter and cheese makys
have been instructed in the Ighest art of
manufacturiog in theso branches.

Great intercst has bean taken in the de
velopment of this indastry in Maniteba, acd
tho provinco has now fairly entered the
arcna as an oxporter of high class dairy
goods.  Up to tho proseat time 2 large part
of our surplus production hasloen taken for
tho British Columbia trado.  With the pre
sent growth of the industry we will sz
have a comsiderabio sarplus for export eas
ward. At the recent anuual meeting of ths
Manitoba Dairy association som.e statomests
wero madoe wbich show thoe development o
the industry. The report of the directars,
proseuted at this meoting, coniained the
following statement :

*“The iucrease of dairying duricg the
year has been almost phenomeusl. v
cstimated from roliebls sources that 776,00
pounds of creamery butter were soid out ¢
tho provicee, £t an average jrice of 154
cents par pound, giving towl receips i
butter of 2127,264.00, It is ale cstimatd
{rom tho sumo spurce thay 555,000 ponnds o
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cheeso were mado which sold at an average
of 7 ceats per pound, making a total of
$62,007, or a grand total of 8189,281 for
dairy produce. This estimate is if anything
bolow the actual amouunt manufactured.
The increase in the value of the output for
ceeamery butter is $11,612.00.”

We may add to the statemont above, that
the production of cheeso was a little less last
year than during 1895. The figures given
above do not include farm dairy goods,
which in the case of butter have exceeded
in past years the quantity made in factories.
In the future it is expected factory butter
will exceed in quantity the make of private
dairies.

in the Territories dairying has not made
as rapid progress as in Manitoba. but during
the present year greater proportionate pro-
gress will probably be mado in tho Terri-
tories than in Manitoba, owing to special
features which are now at work to encourage
dairying in the Territories. The Dominion
government has sent Prof. Robertson,
Dominion dairy commissioner, to the Terri-
tories this winter, to look after the organiza-
tion of daire work there. About fifteen now
butter factories will be established in the
Perritories this year, under the special
direction of the dairy commissioner, and
under theso circumstances their success is
assured. Cold storage will be supplied in
connection with all theso factories, and
everything about them will be first class,
T'ho Territories, it may be explained,
comedirectly undeor the countrol of the federal
government, as they have no local form of
government such 2s is possessed by the other
provinces. Thisis why the federal govern-
ment has nudertaken to assist in establishing
a dairy industry in these new districts.

Dairy experts ~ho have made a study of
the climate and other conditions in Western
Capada, declare that the country is well
adapted to dairying. The progress of the
industry is therefore very gratifying, asthere
is nothing which can prove a greater source
of wealth to an agricultural country than
dairying.

Cereal Milling in Westeran
Canada.

Cereal milling is the most important men-
ufacturing interest in Manitoba and the Ter-
ritories of Western Caneda.  Almost every
town or village of any importance in the
great wheat-growing districts has a flour
mill, and the raw material for carrying on
theso industries is alway: abundant. The
mills vary in siz> from about 30 barrels per
day, up t over 2,00 barrels per day.

Tho importaut feature of the milling in-
dustry the past year hos been the extension
of our flour tiade tc Austraa. Quitea
largequantity of Manitoba flour has been
shipped to Australia within the past six
months, where it has been received with
great favor aud is constantly meoting with
an increasing demand.

Sanitoba flour is sold all over Canada,
from tho Pasific to tho Atlantic coasts. The

Pacific provinco of DBritish Columbia con-
sumes & liberal quantity, and the only thing
in the way of giving Manitoba complote con-
trol ~f tho British Columbia market is the
long railway Haul, The cost of this long
haul enables the flour manufacturers of
Washington and Oregon states, whoareclase
at hand. toship some flour into British Col-
umbia. A< it is, howover, the superior
quality of Manitoba flour gives it a lerge
trade even at this disadvantago as cumpared
with the flour from the Pacific Coast states.

Manitoba flour has also a large and in-
creasing sale in TEastern Canada, from
Waestern Gatario to the Atlantic coast. T1he
larger population iu this direction gives it a
largor field to work in than in the far
western province.

Some flour i3 also oxported across the
Atlantic, though our millers have not
pushed the export trade very actively,
Those familiar with the flour business,
Enow that there is very little mouney in the
export flour trade. It is to a cousiderablo
sxtent a slaughter trado at best, and sv long
as the domestic trade will consume the pro-
duct of the Manitoba mills, the millers are
not anxious to exploit British and foreign
markets.  Manitoba flour cannot bo shipped
to the United States on account of the duty
imposed on imports of flour by that country.

States millers have tho habit. of consigniog
their surplus grades of flour to Brivish and
Buropean markets, where it is sold often
under cost, ‘This renders milling for export
often unprcfitable. They get good prices
from thedomestic trale, and simply slaughter
their surplus production.

‘The first new process flour mills were es-
tablished in Manitoba in tho year 1882, and
the presznt ccreal milling industry has
grown up entirely since that date. The
flour milling capacity of Manitoba and the
Territories is now estimated at about 11,500
barrels per day. Thbrae now mills were
built this year, but ono of them was burned
down just as it was about completed. There
are now sixty flour wnills in Manitoba and
the Territorics, the mast of them ranging in
capacity from 75 to 130 barrcls per day.
Theso do not include a fow old process stone
mills which bave now mostly gone out of
uso. There are also in British Columbia
four or five mills.

Another line of cereal milling which is
carricd on to some extent is oatracal milling.
The market for the product of these mills is
much to same as in tho case of wheat flour.
There aro four oatmeal mills in Manitoba
and one at Eimonton in the Torriturics.

Winnipeg’s Grain Trade.

Ono of tho most important features of
Winnipeg i3 its grain trade. Winnipeg may
be considerot the largest wheat market in
Cauada. More of this great coreal i haundled
by Winpipog grain merchants and millers:
than by graindealers in any other city in
this country. The great bulk of the wheat
crop of Manitoba sud the Territories is
handied by merchants and millers having
their head offices in Winnipeg. and who are
members of the Winnipeg Grain sxchango.

v,

MBER

A number of the grain oxporters und mj)
ors havo lines of clevators located at ountry
towns and villages throughout ‘i gray
growing districts and during the grain.mg,.
keting scason buyers are placed on thes
country markets, to puarchase the gnaie
dircet from the farmors. Other n.erchayy
who have their head offices in Wiripeg, 4
not operate any olovators at country poing
and they buy grain in car lots or other gy,
tities from smaller country dealers, whgh
latter buy direct from the farmers on they
own acceunt, Quite & number of farmey
also, sell their grain in round lots, havieg
first placed it in an elevator for Storage,
There are also grain brokers who <ell grap
ou commision for faraers or dealers,

The most important adjunct to the grai

rade is the elevator system. The wheat el

of Manitoba and the adjoining territory hac
the figest elevator and general grain-hagd.
ling system in tho world. In addition wih,
large storage elevatora at the lake yons, o
at milling points such as Keewaun arf
Winnipeg, and the large cleaning clevatora
Winaipeg, there are from one to half adoze:
smaller elevators «r warehouses at every
country market. This elevator sysen
aifords excollont fachities for the econcmic)
and rapid handling of the crop. In May.
toba tho crop is marketed very rapidiy, axd
without this elevator system it would te
practically impossible tohandlo the crop, 4
any rate the marketing would have w b
spread over a year, whereas now it canbe
bandled in a fow months. There arealars
number of clevators «~hich are owned ¥y
small country buyers, who buy grainatezly
one or 2 fewcountry points, in additimy
the extehsive lines of elevators operated by
somo firms and compauies. A npumber ¢
olevators have al:o been established by ket
stock companies of farmers. ‘T'he faroes
1 soveral districts have formad companis
and bnilt elevators for the purpose of sz
and sometimes shipping their own graio.

This extensivo elovator system not onf
ecnsures the cconomical haudhog o e
crops, thus securing the highest price fortke
farmer3, but it alsoensures keen compeutice.
Keen competiticn has been e of thefa
tures of the grain trade here for years,a!
no reas~nabloe claim can bo mado thatie
farmers have not sceured full valuo fertter
graincrops. In tho earlier years, whentt
grain surplus was small aund the woled
bandling the crop less pericet thedealerstd
s much wider marginof profit toworke
thad they have had of late years. The car
gin of profit has been gradually redeced.cx
til of lato years grain bas lven havdld e
an exceedingly small wmarg.s,  Largeque
tities of wheat have beon bandled of latecss
margin of a fraction of a cent perbotd
Farmers who do net understand thees
mercizl sido of the grain qu. * n, are &z
times inclined to gr mble .bout thesar
they receive for their prodn s butifds
know more about tho trals. they =
not blame tho locnl dealers . r the low jae
which bave ruled in tho ma- .vts of thewed
during some recent years.

Ono fact which shows . ue heen compenic
in the grain trado hero, are - t.e prices it
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MacKINNON DeBECK & €0,

611 HASTINGS STREET W, VANCOUVER, B C.

“IO0lining Brokers and Agents
HYDRAULIC, FREE MILLING AND SMELTING
a

Quotations given on all leading
B.C. Mining Stocks

Cable Address :
s conrres,” Vancouver, B.C.

P.0. Box 10t

PROPOSITIONS FOR SALE.

Heving boen residents of British Columbia for the past twenty-six years, we are ju & position to furnish the most reliabie informa-

tion to bo obtained respectivg the valuable imineral resources of the province.

Represented i London, Eng,, by prominent financial Beokers.

Correspondence solicited.
tead Qttice of the ** Gelden Cachie Mines Co., Ltd., of Litiaoes, 6.C.

The >

CANADIAN RUBBER O,

OF MONTREALe.

Spring stock now in ware-
house. _All the latest up-to-

il H
W date styles. Orders from WM
" the trade solicited,  Prompt il
W shipment quaranteed. Miners M

heavy boots a specialty.

Warenouse:s

PRINCESS STREET,

WINNIPEG.

hedive °

e
«}{i@spania

% %Gross
CIGARS

ARE THE STANDARD

Last year, the banner year of our busi-
ness, we thank the Cigar smoking public
for their appreciation of Home Made goods.

We guarantee as good value in the
future as in the past.

BRY AN & IT.HH,

Q. F. CARRU 1 ..ERS

CIGAR MANUFACTURERS, WINNIPEG

ESTABLISHED 1874

Carruthers & Brock

J. H. BROCK

INSURANCE, FINANCIAL, REAL ESTATE and COMMISSION AGENTS

fIRE AND MARINE INSURANGS,
BRITISH AMERICA,

Toronto
PHENIX, London, Eog.
QUEEN. of America
WESTERN, Toronto
PHENIY,

PLATE CLASS, ACCIDENT & CUARANTEE
INSURANGE

RENTS COLLECTED

ESTATES MANAGED
Brookiyn Address, 458 MAIN STREET

WINNIPEG,

J. & J. TAYLOR,
TORONTO SAFE WORKS

Safes and Vault Doors kept
in stock.

AGEXNTS FOR

BRITISH CAN. LOAN & INVESTMENT CO.
AND IMPERIAL TRUSYS GO,
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Waterous Engine Works (. L,

WI‘NNIPEG, iVIAN.
WATEROUS i
TRACTION

AND

PORTABLE
THRESHING
ENGINES Ly e AN
AND RS AR
PITTS "
NIAGARA
THRESHERS

THE

ALLIS
BAND SAw

MILL ang
BAND SAW

700LS
and
SUPPLIES.

STATIONARY AND PORTABLF
SAW MiILLS

GRAIN ELEVATOR MACHINERY

Barnard’s Special (; rain Separagop L

SAW MILL,

and MINING
ENGINES

and BOILERS

SIZES AND STYLES

NORTHEY’S STEAM
STATION ARY, PUMPS
SEML PORTABLE rox
ORTAL MINES, TANKS,
AND BOILER FEED
PORTABLIE

AND
GH.P to 50 H. p,

ALL PURPOSES.

PLANERS, MATCHERS
AND MOULDERS
SHINGLIE MACHINES

TRIMMERS ‘
/8 - ~ STEIR A [
l}lﬁmfqul‘(' ..« ‘,‘ I‘ \‘()OD SAW RIGS )
' unﬁf'?ﬁi_tk‘!‘\l.’&;" : < "EDGERS, LATH MILLS
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PURE MIXED PAINTS
PAINT BRUSHES

Special Prices for Import Orders

WINDOW GILASS

. Special Prices for Import Orders

Paints i3est Goods ’Lowest' Prices .Paiht-s*
Qils Qils

alass | Market Street ast, Winnipeg, Man. Glass

e

Buck’s Stove Works

BRANTEFRFORD MONTR.E':AL
MAKERS OF VINNIPRG MAKERS or
“HAPPY THOUGHT"” “HONOR BRIGHT”
RANGES WOOD COOKS
“RADIANT HOME” “LEADER”
BASE BURNERS FURNACES

W G. McMAHON, M’anavger, 246 McDermott Ave

WINNIPEG, MAN.



THE COMMERCIAL—SUPPLEMENTARY NUMBERH

Jnsmers at Manitobs points, compared with
pricos paid ut points in tho United States
conth of tho boundary. A few weeksago The
Commercial publishod a tableshowing prices
paid during the vresont grain gcason at sov-
eral points in tho United S.ates, compared
with prices in Mavitoba. This table showed
that ot points baving similar freight rates,
\lapitoba farmers had recoived very much
higher price3 during tho entire season than
had been paid in the markets south of th®
poucdary. ‘The Commercial ostimates that
Manitoba farmors have roceived, on an aver-
sge, fully $30 more for overy 1,000 bushels of
wheat. than hss been reccived by tho
farmers of Minpesota aud Dakota, based ob
sn cquality of froight rates at the compara-
tivo points.  ‘The difference in favor of the
Mapitoba farmers, in the caso of other grains,
has been oven greater than on wheat.

One causa of the Keen competition in the
graiu trade herv is tho homeo milling demand.
Canadian miliars are enabled to get good
prices at home for their flour. as they are
protected in the home market by a duty of
75 cents per barrel on flour. Thoro is
always keen competitivn botween tho milters
and exporters for the finest qualities of Mani-
toba hard wheat, as a large quantity of this
class of  wheat i3 required for the howme
nitling trade.  On account of the protection
which they receive in tho home market, the
willersave enabled to pay higher prices than
the ordinary export value will warraunt, for
this ¢lass of wheat.

Tho comparatively light crop in Mauitoba
Jast year hasreducod the export surplusof all
grains for the current crop year, but this
year itis certain that the crop area wi. bs
considerably the largest on record, and wich
an average crop the available surplus from
thobig crop of 1835 will bo closoly approxi-
mated in the coming crop.

T the earlier years the surplus wheat crop
of Manitoba was abtout all purchased by the
millers of Eastern Cavada, but of late
years tho quantity of wheat produced has
been much greater than was required by the
Eastern millers, and a large portion of the
cropisnow esported via, Now York, Mon-
treal and other Atlantic ports to Great
Britain. A\ considerable quantity i3 turned
ioto flour by local millers and this flour is
sold allover Canada from tho Pacific to the
Atlaptic. Our surplus oats and barley aro
taken mostly in the Eastern provinces of
Canada. Flax seed is shipped largely to
Eatern Canada, and in some years to the
United States, Someo oatmeal has beon ex-
pried abroad, as well as sold in tho Eastern
provinees. British Columbia also takes a
quantity of grain, flour, grain feedstuffs and
catmeal from Manitooa, .

Notwithstanding tho smaller quantity of
grain to handle from last crop, considerable

addivion to the elevatcr plant of the country
was mado wathin the year. The Lako of the
Woads Milling Co. built two country eleve-
tors; R. D, Martin & Co., Winunipeg, added
six elovators to their lino; T.. P. Roblin,
Wiunipeg, adted four to his ist of country
elevators, and the Northern Elevator Co., of
Wionipeg, built cight clovators last year.
Bisides theso o number Gf single olovators

v onm e i

wero built at varidns points, by other dealers,
The total elevator capacity of Manitoba and
the Territeries of Wastarn Canada ia now
11,999,800 bushels, including the large stor-
ago clovetors at our Lake Superior porta.
‘This i3 an increaso of 1,125,000 bushels with-
in the year.

The following shows the grain storago
capacity of Manitoba and the Territories,
including our Lake Superior ports, for a
series of years, aa comp’ted for the uanual
roport. of the Winnigeg Grain Txehavge,
showing the increase frtom year to year:

189y ... .l 7,628,000 bushsls.

1892 ..., L. 108665800 ¢

1893........... 11,467,100 -

1891 . ...... P 8 R °1 S (11 B

189%.... ..., 12,000,000

1895, iiiinnn.s 13.873.600 «

1897 ........... 1,999,3u0 ¢

OUR WUEAT EXPORTS,

Crop 1884 ...... 1,000,000 bushols.
1887 L 10,500,000 -
1888 . ..... 4yt ¢
1859, ..., 4300000 ¢
*1890..... 11,500,000 ¢
1891 o, 11000000 ¢
1892 ..., 14,000,060 ¢
COIRI3.. ... 12,000,000
EA 1 T SN 15,000,000  *-

“ 1895, ..... M LOD,0.0 v

1896 (est'd) 13,509,000 ¢
WIHEAT INSPECTED AT WINNIPEG,

Crop1836...... 1.362.600 buskels,
1887 ... 8,878,600 ¢
¢ 18RS ... .. 2,183,850
t1889...... W00 -
1890 ... 6,630,000 ©
o189, |, 8691800
1892 .. 7.228,350 v
1893 ..., 481,800
o 189%... ... 5375500 v
1895, ..., 0,012,800 ¢

Balaonce of wheat wont out as flour, or was
iuspected at Fort William. On the presont
1896 erop about 5,000,01'0 bushels have so far
been inspected at Winpipeg ard this has
graded as follows: 33 per cent No. 1 hard
or better (extra hard)., 19} per cent. No. 2
hard, 8 per cent. No. 3 hard, 6 per cent No. 1
and 2 Northern, white fyfe, spring, rejected
aud other grades, 11} per cent.

Paying For Farms From
One Crop.

Instauces have bteen known in Manitobe
where parties have paid for farmz {rem the
proceeds of onecrop alove. This would indi-
cate that land is cheap here in proportion to
the returns which may bo obtaned from the
land. An instance was related to The
Commercial not long ago, of & man who ar-

“rived in Manitoba in'the spring and bought

an improved farm, upon which he was able
to go to work at once and get in a crop. 1o
had a good crop, and in the fall, after mar-
keting his grain, ho paid the cutire price of
the farm from the proceeds of the ficst crop,
and still had left a nice little sam to the
goud,

Osler, Hammond & Nacton, fiuaucial and
land agents, of Winnipeg, have received re-
turus from a number of partics in Mavitoba
and the Territories to whom they sold farms,
showing that tho purchasers realized imoro
than tho total value of the land from last

year’s crop alone.  'The [ollowing table will
show what somoe of these farmers have
accomplishied :

Valuo of 1896

Sale No. Prico of Land. uiop.
169 $1 920 $1,092
176 1,920 $.300

119157 2 1Y) 8,601
168 960 1,298

165 195 2,000 5.194
14 1,600 2.920
it 950 5,650
a7 960 1,157
101 966G 2,510
1% 1,200 8,780

Theso farms were all bought as wild lards
within the last five or six years, and are now
returnitg annually in somo cases double and
treble tho cost of the lavd. It does not
require any comment upon thass figures to
show what may be aecomplished by persover-
arco and industty in Manitoba and the
Territories of Western Canada.  What come
have done without special advantages, others
can do, providing they apply the same
knowledge and industry to the improvement
of their farms. \When farms can bo paid for
in this way out of tho proceeds of a single
crop it must surely te admitted that arm
lands in this country are groat value at
maesent prices.

Crop Yields in Manitoba.

In Manitoba large yields of grain and
other creps can be had even in seasons when
the climatic conditions ara not considered
favorable for the farmers, by following cave-
ful agricultural methods. The season of
1895 was very unfavorable in several re-
speets, yet careful farmers obtained good
results. The yields of grain and other erops
secured at the Dominion Government farm
at Brandon, Manitoba, Jast season, will
serve to show what may be obtaived even in
a poor crop year in Manitoba, by pursuing
careful agricultural methods, A bulletin
recently published shows tho yiclds of the
various croyps as follows:

From twelve varicties of oats sown, the
highest yield was 100 bushels per acre, and
the lowest yield 75 bushels,20 pounds per nere,
Ia two-rowed barley the best yield was 48
buchels per acre and the lowest 863 bushels
yer acre.  Six-rowed barley ranged from 42
bushels. 14 pounds ver acre, up 1o 39 bushels,
18 pounds yer acre. In sgring wheat the
best yield from twelve varieties was 88%
buskelr aud the lowest 2 3 bushels per acre,
Peas gave 62 bushels as the highest yield
from twelve varisties and 52 as tho lowest.
Cora. grown for fedder, gave from 243 up (o
36} tous per acre.  Turaips varied from 253
up to 31§ tons per acre.  Mangels
yielded  from 88}  tons up o
523 tons per acre.  Carrots ranged from 233
tons up ta 28 tons pet aere. Potatoes yiolded
62 bushels per acre as tho highest yield
from twolve varietics, down to 473 bushels
as th2 lowest yicld per acre.

This shows what may bo accomplished
even in a poor crop yield. In the season of
1895, which was more favorablo, much Jarger
yiolds were obtained than those reported for
1895. ‘The best yield of wheat, for instance,
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figures of $3,000,000 to which total a vay dg!
feast $500,000 must be added for the oulpatof
fresh and salted salmon, either used at homeorgy

}h 1895 was 49 bushols por acre, and tho
lowest of twelve variotics about 48 bushels
poer acro. Oats ranged from &8 bushels up
to 104 bushels per acro for twelve varioties,
in 1895. Though the highest yield of dats
was not materially greator than in 1898, the
averago of the twelvo varieties was consider-
ably higher. In 1895 six-rowed barloy
ranged from 61 to 69 bushels per acre and
two-rowod from 57 o0 623 bushels per acre.
Itis in tho unfavorable years that good
farming counts, The most unfavorablo
yoars which we have bad in Manitoba for
tho past ton or fiftcen years have always
given what would be considered large crops
in some countries, when farmiog was donc
at all carefully, Wo have had years when
the crops wero considered light, but a crop
failure we have never had, aud even in the
most unfavorable yoars caraful farmers have
securod profitable crops.

British Columbia Mining.

¢ is impossible in this number to do jus-
tice to the great mining interests, which
have made such rapid progress in diffarer’,
portions of British Columbia during the past
few years, and most of our readers have read
much from our regular columns in the past
on thissubjact. A special report upon this
industry we must leave to a futuve icsue, and
at a timo of the ycar when personal inspec-
tion of miniog &ffairs can be made with less
trouble, than is wonld euntail during one of
the most severe winters yat experienced
through the mountain conntrs of the Pacific
province. Woedislike publishing statemeuts
not based upon personal knowledge of our
own trusted representatives, and such can-
not ba procured at present, In the near
future we oxpect to furnish our readers with
the results of an investigation, in which not
only the wondrous development of mining
will be dealt with, but in which also we may
take some paius to sift the dross from tho
pure metal, aud guide and guard intending
investors among our readers,

In this number we furnish a number of
illustrations of tho progress made in the
West Xootenay miningregton, ard those of
our readers who may bhave a copy of tho
illustrated number we publiched regarding
that country in 1892, will see at a glance by
& comspar.son of illustrations the wondrous
growth of the minivg industry there. At
that timo such towns as Rosslang, Trail
Creck, Sandon, New Denver and others were
xotin existence, but in this number we can
furnish illascrations of all montioned. These
illustrations speak loudly of tha progress.
Farther dotails we must Jeave to somo futuro
issue.

Thereisnowno further doubt Lut that West
Iootenay will provo ono of tho greatest gold
producing regions- of tho world, That it
contains untold wealth of gold is proven by
the few mines 1n which prodaction has been
resched. \Whon the stock of & gold mine
rises in threo years or so from five conts to
about ten dollars a share, thero mast be
groat wealth in tho region.

Tho fact of West Kootonay boing a ‘great
silver-producing country was sottled soveral
yedra ago, and the cstimate of its wealth
is yearly advansing, waile the diffisulties of
developing its buried treasures are fast dis-
appearicg. Fivo years agn the gencral im-
pression was that an outlay of hundreds of
thousands of dollars was nccessary to de-
volop a silver mine thero to a paying ‘point,
Now, with increavod smelter facilitics and
cheapened and improved transportation the
expense of sach an undertaking has been
greatly reduced. In fact some of what are
called shipping mines, where a quantity of
oro rich enough to be shipped to a distant
smelter with profit is available, ave being
successfully oporated upoun a few thousand
dollars of outlay, and such mines are likely
ta become quite numerous during the next
yearorsn. Oae of our illustrations gives
views of & mine of this class, namely,

THB IBEX OF SLOCAN.

This mine is located about twenty miles
from the town of Kaslo, and is only four
miles from tho railway station of White-
water on the line of road which connects
tho shores of the Kootenay and Slocan
Lakes. The company owning this mine
have made some shipments and ze-
ceived ! smelter rotukns from the same,
showing $3L.51 per ton of silver from {ths
oro shipped and realizing to the compauy
after paying all eoxpenses, includiog the
hesvy duty on the ore going into the
United States, fully €10 a ton. With a
smelter ranniog at a Kootenay Lake point,
the company could depsad upon a profit of
830 a ton or more on every ton of ore they
now have in sight, At present the company
have opened up forover 100 feet along their
principal vein of galena ora, and have at
present over 14,000 tons of ore in sight. It
this ore should all prove as vich as the ship-
ments already made, the company skould pay
handsomo dividends upon their capital steck
of 3300.000. .

Woinstance the Ibex of Slocan mine ba-
cause we have personal acquaintance with
the parties engaged in its development, and
believo the facts placed before us to be true,
But this is not the ouly rich mine of i's
class in the Slocan or other districts of West
Kuotenay, There aro numbers as rich and
some much richer, and the next year wall
wo beliave astonish the mining world w:th
facts and figures about both gold and ailver
prodaction in this wonderfal West Kootenay
region,

British Columbia Fisheries

——

The year 1808 has quite unexpectedly proved a
record year for the B. C, fisheries. It was in the
ordinary course of things expected t0 prove an off
year for the salmon run, but proved vn the con-
trary, the season of thic largest annual take on
record in the Province's history. Noless than
593,409 cases of salmon were put up by 45 can-
aeries; of these 310,333 cases were packed on the
TFraser river, 100,115 cases on the Skeena river;
107,487 cases on River’s Inlet; 14,640 on the Naas
river, and 22,700 cases at various other northern
points. This output represeats a value in round

other parts of Canada. The cauners gene
ascribe the unexpected run of the yearip Pt
the Fraser River hatchery and plead utpently f
the establishment of at least two vther hatcheri,
one to supply the needs of norther: waters, Ty
demands will probably be met by the Domingg
Government, which has hitherto made 4 ey
profit of nearly two-thirds of the receints by it fi
this Province, in respect of fishing licenses 30
other dues, and have spent less wan Slygy,
year on fishery supervision and Jovelupment
British Columbia. " The Hon. Mr. Davies by,
however, as Minister of Marine and Fisherieg 3
pressed himself in favor of the adopuon of 3 sy
liberal policy in respect of Brtssh Columing s,
cry aid, hence those jnterested in the indostrpare
hopeful of still further developments from it &
least ten new cannerics will begin operations
season, making 55in all, and there iy 0o reasa g
anticipate any falling off from cven the reend
yield of 1890, the nearest approach 1o whizh vz
it may here be wentioned, that of the smoqé
1803, when 500,220 cases were put up. Itisis
lcrcslin%z to note as regards the destinatiog of
most of the British Columbia salinon packthe
considerably more than five-sixths of it go directsy
England, for which a fleet of ten veusels cared
during that 1806, five hundred and thirty.cze
thousand one hundred and sixteen casess,” Th
home consumption of British Columbia cuneel
salmon is, therefore, throughout Canada small by
comparison with the foreign demand whichjssa.
de to be still steadily increasing.

. It is satisfactory to note in connection with t
branch of British Columbian industry that notecy
is the output large in amount and value, batsous
are the profits which as a rule yield veey coaida
ably more than the average return on mucad
capital investments on this Continent. The
halibut fishery is another growing ndastey of e
Province and immense takes of fish, often wegh
ing from 150 to 200 pounds each, are now bezg
made in the northern coast waters,  One stezzar
recently brought thence to Vancauver nolessity
sixty-six tons of this fish, representing some the
days’ fishing off the halibut banks. )

The bulk of the fish caught go 1o the Uridd
States, much of it to points in New England 2f
the industry is in fact controlled by Ameiz
capital which, however, profitably employsane
creasing number of Rritish Columbian fihusa
and other workers. A Norse colony lately esd
lished at Bella Coola is destined to supply
halibut flect with a finc centingent of sterdy
riners.

The onc branch of the B. C. fisheries whichds
clined last year, was that of scaling.  This prove]
somewhat unprofitable, only 53,657 skins Ly
taken as against 74,124 in 1593, butthe decine:
the value of scaling was much more than comper
sated by the growth as above indicsted fatk
salmonand halibut fisheries.

Large takes ofsturgeen of fine quality and kay
bulk which on occasions reach a weight of 100
pounds, were also made last year as heretoka:
and for local consumption large catches weie mil
of cod-herring, smels oolachans, cristacesns 22!
other fish.

Promising attempts arc being made by &
Dominion fishery department to accliniatise b
castern lobster and oyster mn Boush Colszi
waters and a large distribution made during IN%
of white fish spawn in the lakes «nd rivess ofe
Province is confidently expected, in anchea 1!
monthsorso, 10 add to the home fish seppiy 22
edible variety inhabiting large budics of (]
watcr, which bave leng been known and fa23
Manitoba. o

The gencral result of the B. C. fisheriesdary
theyear just expired should place he Provzeess
regards this great industry in a position soed
only in Canada to that of the famous M=
Province of Nova Seotia, again' which in g
ous rivalry Canada’s Pacific l'ravince iswwe
tering the list. .

It may be stated conservatively that thewaleed
the B. C. fisheries of 1890, including sealing, 8=
certainly have approached, if not excredd 3
total of $4,500,008.
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The Manitoba Trusts Co.

Accepted by the Courts as a Trust Company.

— Yy ———
AUTHORIZED CAPITAYL, - - $500,000.
PAID UP CAPITAL, - - $100,000.

-—.Q—_

President s HMon, T. W. Tayior, Chiel Justice of dManiloba ; Vice.
Presidents : Hon. Clifford Sifeon, Miule er of Interior ; Hon. Hugh
Jobn Macdenald, M. 1% Manuger: Arthur Stewart; Secictary: T.

Hsrry Webh; Auditor: F. I, Mathewson, Manaxes Canadian Bank
of Commerce ; Sollcitors : Mesane. Perdue & Robingon,

OFFI0zS : 451 MAIN STREET, WINNIPEG.

Trust and Agency Businoss

Trusta—~Acls as Executor, Administrator, Recciver, Committro of Lunatics,
Gardian of Giildren, Awsizmee, cte.  Acts as Trustec under Wills, Mort-

o 1% v v L 1% 8.

sagesor other Trnat Deeds, by appointmient or substitutien for retiring
Trostee o Trustees,  Accepta and exccutes Trusts of cvery description from
cocrs, cerporations and individuals,

Azents—The Company acts as Agent for Execulers, Truitees and others.

Esstes manazed, Rents, Interest, Dividends, ctc., collected. Payment of
Tawer, losurance, cto., made. Repaira to propertics placed in Company's
tazdssupervised. Baying and selling real ¢state for clients.
krestments—~Moneys reccived for Investment in Mortpages or other
warities a3 may be arranzed. (Investinenis guaranteed $f required). lts
&

nlshave the advauntage of the supesrvision by an Expeticuced Board of
Directors of all loans made,

frantagos—Among the advantsges cf employing a Company 'of this kind
orerandadividual, are the follown g "

L ANeserDying Bxccutor, Acministrator or Trustec.

L Abwolate Responsibility.

3. Erery Guarantee of Proper Administration afid Ecofiomy.

L Relie! of the parties interested trom the trouble of findicg secnrity.

%ty to Lond -Salicitors placing business with the Company are zetained
Reletsional care u:c:mol.‘1 s i

e“aﬂbuiﬁmﬁm can hohad by addressing tho Gompany, Correspondence

OUR —_
ANNUAL

&L

Extra copies of this annual number
of The Commercial can be had on
application. They will be forwarded,
postage prepaid, for the smm of 25
cents, or one shilling in British
currency. Any one seuding two
dollars for one year's subseription-to
the regalar weekly issue of The
Commercial, will be sent a free copy
of the Annual. Address:

The Commercial

WINNIPEG, CANADA
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Lumbering in British Col-
umbia

The yearly cut of British Columbia lumber con-
tinues steadily to increase and the vutput and ex-
port of 1898 both show very considerable advanc.
¢s on the production of the previows year, whichin
its turn showed a large gain upon 1891 There is
no doubt that the area of the foreign shipments of
British Columbian lumber is enlaiging  satisfact.

orily as its varied capabilities become maore fully

known in lesstimbered regions of the worid ac.
cessible from the Pacitic Coast, whilst the 1ro-
vince's lumber is also increasingly appreciated in
Manitoba, the Territories and Lastern Canada,

The superior quality and  great comparative
cheapness of the British Columbia product suffici-
ently accounts for this.

The trouble, however, is that the prices paid
for an ordinary British Columbian lnmber have
notwithstanding a slight advance earlier in the
year, been thronghout 1896 sadly wnremunerative
to the trade as a whole, though some of the small
mills situate conveniently near to groning mining
camps, have managed no doubt to make fair pro-
tits for their proprictors, being kept steadily busy
for a long su.son. lHence, speaking of the in-
dustry as & whole, we have to repeat our observa-
tions in the Commercial Anmal of 1893, it being
still a fact that the good times of the paviod prior
to and including 1890 have, as regard prices
and profit, failed to return to the British Colum-
bian lumber industry,

One main cause of this untaward state of things
is the reckless cut-throat competition of a number
of small and undercapitalised concerns, scattered
up and down the lumber regions of the Pacitic
States.

Many of these concerns have gone and are go-
ing o the wall, involving losses all around to
propuictors and creditors atike, but sufficient still
remain to cut prices abnormally low, especially for
the forcign output of Pacific Coast humber. A
valiant effort was made carly in the year toraise
prices on Pacitic Coast lember by 2 general com-
bine of producers and for a time the ¢ffort in part
succeeded, aided as it was by increased demands
for lumber, caused by the development of the
mine districts and the upgrowth of a number of
new towns. But after awhile the usual rift appeared
in the combine and prices again fell to the former
unremuncrative basis, and though exceedingly large
shipments of lnmber are now being made. especi-
ally {rom the Port of Vaucouver, the profit returmns
are meagre indeed, and the abor employed at the
mills is simuitancously in receipt of wages pro-
portionately as low as the average profit of the
industry. Iowever, even under present condi-
tivns the trade is of great general value to the

Province employing, as it does, a small army of |

sturdy workers. ~ The business is done on a strictly
cash basis and the resulting shipping trade is of
special value to the ports of the Province, since
every ship *hat bere Joads lumber leaves onan
average behind it some §5,000 to $6,000 in pay-
ment of supplies, stevedoring, towage, cte,

- The B, C. lumbel fleet of 1898 was the largest
on recerd, the tonnage employed increasing from
76,316, in 1895 to D301, in 1598, In all during
the year a fleet of 88 vessels anchored {or loading
lumber at British Columbia ports, and these with
a very few exceptions, which had not quite complet-
edJoading at the end of the year, duly st out during
1806 for foreign pous.  Vancouver wasas ustal
with its sub Port of Moodyville the great hunber
shipping centre and noless than 02 vessels of the
Jumber fleet loaded in the broad waters of Burrard
Inlet.  Sixteen others loaded at Chemanis, on
Vancouver Island, four at New Westminster, one
in Victoria and three at other points,  Sivty-nine
of these vessels took out H0),S64,076 feet of lum.
ber, and the remaining 17 may be estimated as
shipping at teast 11,000,000 feet of lumber addi.
tional, Dringing the total value up to about
$010,000.

These figures, however, only tabulate and that
roughly the lumber exported by water, and to get
an adequate idea of the estent of the Province’s
timber industry, it mast be remembered that vast
quantities of lumber are either used at home or
sent by rail east and south. 1t s difficult o esti-
mate exactly the additional value of 3. C. lumber
wsed respectively in the Province and in West and

12ast Canada and in the United States, but ata .

very conservative estimate the I'rovince’s ontput
of famber for 1806 may, even at the low prices
then prevailing, be reckoned at a value of con.
siderably over $1,000,000 from all sources.

Mining and general depression at the Cape
militated last year against shipments to British
South Africa.  The various Australian Colonivs,
recovering from their long season of depression,
were, however, larger customers of the 3. C, wills
than heretofore, several cargoes being sent in
particular to the gold fields of Western Australia,
many shipments were made to Chilli and  the
Chinese treaty ports of Shanghai and Tientsin,
Other cargaes went o California, Japan, the Ac-
gentine Republic, Feeador, France, Germany,
United Kingdom and Gibraltar,

It is hoped that a large trade will b2 done this
year with China, owing to the numerous railway
undertakings projected in the Orient and cffonts
are also being made tentatively, with a view if
possible to secure remumerative orders for British
Indian raifways.

Hence a large increase in the output for 1897 is
already aimost assured, another cause of this being
the necessary increase my home consumption, due
to the numerous wining camps which are starting

TﬁE COMMERCIAL—SUPPLEMENTARY- NUMBER .

throughout the Province. Hoawever, althoygh
fairly assured of this increase of output, we ¢gy
but hope, yet do not dare to prophevy, thy,
general rise in timber values may olaain, aq4
thus once more make remuncrative agr-at staple
industry of Rritish Columbia and the Pagig,
Coast.

One encouraging recent development in Brig,
Columbia Tumbering deserves special netiee, Tpy,
is the manufacture of the rave and choice Junt g
known as Yellow Cedar or Cypress wlich i1, .
conducted at Takush [Harbor, onthe vonth (oaf;
of the B, C. maintand, by a strongiy capinahyed
English company.  This wood grows i s wpe.
what bleak district of the Province, i of myh
smaller size than the ordinary cedar bur muc
closer and Hirmer in Hibre and alogether hagder i
teaturey It is admirably adapted for the chojcey
furniture and is one of the best woods in the wyly
for wachine pattern making.  Vigorous etortsare
aiready Leing made, therefore, o atroduee this
somewhat costly but speciaily serviceable wood ip.
to the wmarkets of LEngland, Eastern Canada, the
United States and Australia,

The latest Provincial Government retumns 1,
hand all show that the total cut of B.C. timler duy.
ing the year ending 31st December, 1893, ngtin.
chicding that cut in the Dowinion land Lelt ang ¢n
the land of the Esquimault and Nanaimo Raifwy),
amounted to 112,831,680 feet, a total which
would be slightly enlarged by the addition of the
cut on the last mentioned Iand.  This barge 1ol
was undoubtedly considerably exceeded in 19,
and there is no doult that the output of the pre.
vious record year, 1891, which amounted o 115,
013,057 feet must, during the twelve monthg jog
eapired, have been considerably exceeded. Seven.
ty-five per cent. of the Province’s total ageaof
382,300 square miles consists of woodland and
during 1893, 495,346 acres of land were leased by
the Province as timber limits at total remaly ¢
$15,502.

Extra Copies of this munber will
be sent, postage prepaid, to any ad-
dress for 25 cenis (one shilling.
Persons sending S2 for one years
subscription to the regular weekly
issue of The Commercial, will Le
sent a free copy of this number, on
request for the same.

RELIANCE

The Loaders in tho Market are

The Rosebud.
by Flor de Bahama.
Lia Toscana.
Amaranto.

Manufactured

Tasse, Wood & Co

MONTREAL.

CIGAR
FACTORY

OUR BRANDS STAND THE TEST.
: Others Comc and Go Again.

Q. velia.

PURE HNIGEILAWD

SCOTCH WHISKIES

The Famous Lagavulin pistillery
tsland of isiny, Scotland ¢
The Lagavulin Whisky Is famous for its fine quality, being risde e
pure SCOTCH MALT ONLY, and has long been the favorite beverage for Sperucern,
1t contains no grain spirit, or other Whiskies one knows nothing of, snd therx
eminent Physicians of the day prescribo it where a stimulant is required.
ASK FOR THE LAGAVULIN.

Mackie’s Rare Old Highland 1o vears o

Gald Labe), as patronized by Royalty and the Leading Physicians.

8old only in the Northwost by:

Strang % Co,
Hudsonr 8ay Company.
W- Forgugson, Brandon.

Q. F. & J. GQait. J. M. Carey
Richard & Ca:

.




DICK,
& CO.

K Always on hand & full supply of
Lumber, Sash, Doors, Lath
Shingles, I'ar and Brown Paper
snd Building Material generally
Estimates furnished on application

1

BANNING

L_umber + Dealers

AND MANUFACTURERS

Offices :

P, 0. Drawer 1230.

T

Opposite C. P. R. Passenger Depot
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA.

Telephone 239.

Money . .
to Lend

On Improved City and Farm

‘ Properties. Hasy terms. Ex-
" penses moderate.
A few good Improved farms
for sale. Also wild lands

Low prices KEasy terms.

LUNDON AND CANADIAN LOAN AND AGENGY
| COMPANY, LIMITED,

195 Lombard St., Winnipeg

GEOQ. J. MAULSON, Local Manager

Highest Market Prices

Paid for

HIDES

‘WOOL, SHEEP PELTS, FURS,
TALLOW and SENECA ROOT.

SN

Correspondence and  consigmuents solicited and
prompt returns made by

FRANK LIGHTCAP

Suvocasson 1o Jas. McMittax & Co., WisNuzo,

Office & Warchouse 234 King St.,
WINNIPEC, MAN,

Roferonce by permission

The Molson's Bank. TELEPHONE 828
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Nearing the End

@OOD THINGS DON'T LAST

R+

Err o ms

The stock of the IBEx oF Srouax has not been placed with brokers. It can be obtained only from

officers of the company, who, as such, are responsible to the public. ]
The smelter returns for second shipment give value $85.51. Buy in g shipping mide.
Applications should be addressed to

Winuipeg Oftice : 508 Main Street

Great Northern City Ticket Oftice Financial Agent, Ibex Mining and Development Company of S

Tel. 195. £.0. Box 1318,
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