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PREFACE.

Tuere are some who think that the Preface to a book i3 as
necessary as the book itself. '

1is may be the case where,
as in this instance, there is no great necessity for the book ;
but when the book exists, one feels there is an imperative
demand on the author to introduce himself tc his readers in
a kind of an apologetic manner, for asking them to take the
trouble to peruse what he has been disposed to provide for
them. This is ail the more necessary, if we are to believe
the spirit in which many have written prefaces to their
books ; for it is but right for one conscious of the many im-
perfections which permeate his work to ask his patrons to
look upon them with as kindly an eye as they possibly can,
knowing that to cherish such a disposition is as favouraple
for the reader as the author.

There have been many books written on the subject of
which this one treats, and therefore the inference is easily
reached by many that there is little need for more being
produced ; but I feel that this is urged chiefly by those who
have merely heard of the existence of the books referred to,
and Fnow nothing of their contents except in a general way.
And the fact that many books have been written on this
subject of America proves it is regarded with much interest
by those visiting and having connection with that country;
and any shopkeeper, artizan, or tradesman has as great a
right or claim to submit his impressions and opinion of
what he sees as have Sir Charles Dilke, Dr Russsll, or any
of the reverend gentlemen who write professionally, and who
think they are entitled to greater consideration from the
mass on account of their position.



PREFACE.

The following chapters have been written mostly from

memory, and on that score may contain more blemishes
sther writ-

than they otherwise would share were they alto
ten from carefully prepared notes. But I have no doubt that
the amount of reliable material in them will make them of
sufficient interest and profit to any one intending to visit

the shores of that great continent, and amply reward those
who are at the trouble to peruse them. and if any one fails

in this respect, I will regard the fault as my own, and regret

that 1 have not been so successful as I endeavoured to be in
my first efforts at providing what I was anxious should
prove of some advantage to my veaders.

THE AUTHOR.

(GREENOCK, October, 1874.
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THE STATES AND CANADA.

CHAPTER T.

WESTWARD HO!—THE VOYAGE.

WE can remember some forty years ago, when a poet
sang “0, why left T my hame ?” for the first time,
and how many felt the glow of sympathetic sorrow
for those who were hardy enough to seek their for-
unes in that new world which now offers so many
attractions and fascinations to the children of the old.
To cross the Atlantic at that time implied the neces-
sity of bidding an eternal farewell to those who were
left behind, for the difficulties and character of this
voyage were such that the thoughts of return were
very remote in the minds of those who had resolved

to follow “fortune’s slippery ba’” on the uncertain

shores of a new country. But art and science and

indomitable British genius have overcome and have
made what was considered at that time an undertak-
ing of some magnitude little more than a pleasure
trip; and the best evidence of what I state is in the
fact that somewhere about eighty thousand persons
have crossed the Atlantic this year on the various

missions of peace in the splendid bridge of boats
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which continually span the restless and secthing
floods of that great ocean. When so many are im-
pelled from various motives to come from and go
across to the new world, we may naturally expect
there will be much talk in the different countries as
to what has been seen, and we know that very many
glowing ‘passages have been written and spoken of
the world beyond the flood; and we can easily believe
that the Old World has been thoroughly reviewed by
the cute, clever and penetrating Yankees who have
visited our shores with scarcely any other aim than
to spy the land which very many before they visit it
are inclined to speak of with that kind of contempt
which is the offspring of ignorance, and which is
usually dissipated by a visit to the old land frow:
whenece they sprung.

[ am disposed to think that much good and per-
wanent benefits are likely to be the result of this
great interchange of sentiment when it is the result ot
personally-acquired knowledge; but if certain things
are said merely for pictorial effect, the benefits will
be but of a doubtful kind.

I have wondered if it were possible to make a
description of a passage from the Tail of the Bank
to New York harbour of sufficient interest that any
one would be disposed to take the time which is
needful to peruse it; but to do that it is necessary I
should present something of a kind that is of frequent
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THE VOYAGE.

occurrence on board those vessels which carry such
great numbers of all classes, and something which I
know is of great interest to many who are embark-
ing on a sea of a different kind at the same time.

We sometimes read in the public papers of the
marriage of some two on whom the eyes of a larg
and loving circle were set, and who were the admired
of all admirers, and sometimes such a notice has
concluded with the announceinent “that the youny
and loving pair have gone on their marriage tour to
the New World to spend their honeymcon there.
Such a pair are seen almost every voyage that is
taken during the season when such events come ol
and when such a tour can be enjoyed; and although
there are hundreds on board, those “turtle doves”
seem to absorb the attention of every eye and engross
the biggest half of the conversation which is gone
into during the voyage; and it is not strange that it
should be so, for we all know the efforts which are
made to be startling and effective when this important
ceremony has been newly consummated. It is grand
to read in a public journal the notice referred to ;
but let us follow this new and interesting couple from
the time when they come on board and catch the eyes
of all who are round the dinner-table for the firs:
time till they cease to be of sufficient interest to the
bulk of their fellow-travellers. The lady, of course,
receives the greatest shave of scrutiny.

This delicate
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creature comes on board surrounded by loving friends,
and fairly smothered in flowers and leave-takings.
She belongs to the family of blondes, and her “get-up”
is a miracle of art and exceedingly beautiful. What
a travelling dress that is! What a pannier! What
a trail!  She must have forgotten the enterprise on
which she is embarked. And see that head—what a

piece of wriel architecture! and setting at defiance
all the laws of that ancient art. Far aloft and on a
dizzy pinnacle of blonde hair sits her little hat sway-
ing to and fro like a bird’s nest on a tree top, while
her little head seems unequal to the task of support-
ing the wonderful structure raised over it. And then
those gems which tremble in those delicate and elastic
ears! now they sparkle in the saloon in the evening
and shoot their radiance into every corner and create
a new light, and before them the lamps only pale
their dim and ineffectual fires. Now we are fairly
at sen and evening begins to close around, and the
wide expanse of water reflects the rich hues of light
as the sun sets in a sky all fretted with golden fire;
And now we see the sun retire
And burn the threshold of the night;

And from his ocean lane of fire

Sink deep beneath his pillar’d light;
We see the purple skirted robe

Of twilight slowly downward drawn,
And through the slumber of the globe

Again we dash into the dawn.

- T{'Hu ysuu’s VU!/(’(]L’.




THE VOYAGE.
o Silend; The scene is changed! the land Im‘s sunk below the
'T—l‘lkin"'i line of vision, and the broad, expanding sea is scoured
5\1-““~:‘et-u;"’ by the curious eye, which has 1'm\\' no object to rest
ul i What on beyond the ship and that wide circle of endless
ot Wihish water which it now sees for the first time, and one
kter]n'i.\‘c o feels as if all the stability of Zerra firina had gone,
Pt e and that one is at the mercy of a combination of
2t defiance opposing forces, \\'ll.l(‘ll :n:u lj]llf(‘l((‘ll and Ullll]'ll“l"ll
ik e only by the alternations of science and nature. We
hat sway- have left the land behind, and are on the ocean wave,
top, while where “the winds their revels keep.” There are
of .<111>p01‘t- some tourists, who are on the gui v¢ive for a storm,
Al S and are disappointed if they do not realise their
s b conception of the sublime and beautiful of which a
MO storm is productive; and it is a rare thing that dis-
ey creat; ippointment in this respect is experienced on the
only pale North Atlantic, for the wind has freshened into a
are fairly gale, and the g:llt‘ to a s(ul‘lfl, and we find there nrf,-,
d, and the few who want it now that it has come; but want it
tes of light or not, here it is, and we muft 'ft:cl 1)1, and .cmlurc it,
S S and must undergo the sublimity of sea-sickness as

part of what is awful and grand in nature. But the
: observed of all observers, where are they? True,

it . - .
every one has enough to do with himself at such a
time, but the strong must support the weak, and as
we scramble through the passage to find some seclusion

T s .

to divest us of what seems as restless as all around,

we stumble on an open door—open for air; for though
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the storm rages above, air is sometimes at a premium
below, and sea-sickness destroys many of the pro-
prieties.  We try to pass, but are obliged to hold on
by the door or other tixed woodwork, which are now
beginning to mimic our own unsteady gait. And
what a change meets the eye! O what a falling off
is there ! Look at her now, and think of the process !
To what favour is she come ! Think if you can of the
lover, hushand, sick himself, trying to hold that
beloved head and a basin at the same time, while a
pitching, tossing vessel tumbles him over, and spills
the contents of that basin on that fair form. He does
the best he can in the case, but the vessel lurches
suddenly, and the head of his beloved is ducked in
the basin, and sometimes he is obliged to hold on by
those fair locks he has sworn to love, cherish, and
protect. The lofty strvcture is gone, and the little
head, with its scanty covering, remains the sole relic
of the previous grandeur. A sad beginning of life
this; and we wonder if the announcement in the
fashionable journal will compensate for such an
ordeal. Ts it too much to suppose that many elope-
ments have been terminated by the disgust created
by the first two or three days at sea in circumstances
like that related ?
Life presents a variety of aspects on shipboard
even during the short time one is there. The enjoy-
ment of a calm after one has been nearly rocked to
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THE VOYAGE. /

death in the cradle of the deep is worth all the
sufferance of a storm. It is like the return of spring
when winter has exhausted itself in its severity, and
we forget what we have endured as we bask in the
generous warmth and breathe the invigorating air,
and we feel as if our sorrows were over for a time.

But what thin partitions do divide
The bounds where good and ill reside.

Everything is calm and fair, and the vessel runs her
steady course, but from below a messenger brings its
tidings that death has been at work, and “a baby is
dead.” The vessel has braved the storm, but this
little cherub has coursed through the storm of its
brief existence to rest in unclouded sunshine. The
tidings are sudden and startling, but had we watched
and waited by the couch of that young one during
the violence of the storm and rocking of the ship, we
would have been prepared for the sad news. The
mother has never been seen by many of her fellow-
travellers; doubtless, for a good reason, that tender
flower required all her care and presence. And now
when it is about to be committed to the deep, she is
still unseen. Sunk in her deep sorrow she cares not
to come ; she cannot come and ningle with the crowd,
who are anxious to see the little coffin laid into such
a wide grave. It is carried on deck and laid in the
stern-sheets of the lifeboat, until the few rough but
needful preparations are made, and after a prayer by
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a clergyman, one of the passengers, the little coftin
is lowered by cords atiached to it till it reaches the
water, and then we see it float away a hundred yards
or so, and finally settle down to rest in the deep and
silent waste of waters of the Atlantic. If the re-
motest spot on earth had been its resting-place, the
mother might on some future day return and see it ;
but who will be able to find that spot again? We
cannot keep a record of it, and it is lost for ever,
While we pursue our uncertain and dangerous
course across the Atlantic, there is a satisfaction—
such as it is—of seeing that there is a fair suy Hly of
lifeboats provided in case of an emergency, but it
seems strange to me (and perhaps to others also)
that these boats are never used, but kept continually
fixed and cemented in their places, which T think is
very much against their use or efficiency when
wanted at sea. There is a custom or practice in one
line, T believe, of exercising the seamen at sea in
lifeboat drill, which must be of great service in hand-
ling the boats when wanted in a pressing necessity.
And this practice should be of the last importance to
all Transatlantic steamboat companies, for the bungling
which occurs at launching lifeboats is the frequent
cause of great loss of life at sea. The wish is, may
they never be needed ; but needed they are at times,
and the more systematically and speedily they can

be used when wanted the better. The desire to make
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THE VOYAGE. 4

speedy passages, and running and keeping up the
usnal speed in a fog make it imperative that the
lifehoat service should receive every attention to
make it efticient in the saving of life, and not have
the boats mere ornaments for embellishing the deck-
work of ocean-going steamers.

We are now some two days’ sail from Sandy Hook,
and we have not seen a sail since the day after the
storm, when a vessel passed us with her sails in
ribbons. Now a speck is seen on the horizon, over
the larboard bow, sailing westward like ourselves, and
those who consider themselves far-seeing folks affirm
that it is the pilot voat, which, after a little, all are
satisfied is correct; and a “pool” is arranged as to
which of the pilot boats it is (there being some twenty-
four in all in this service), and glasses in all directions
are trying to make out who is the winner of the
“pool.”  But as the setting sun and the loat are
nearly in the same direction, it is some time before
it is discovered that the boat is No. 2, the number
being about three feet in size, and painted on her
mainsail. Shortly the pilot comes on board with
newspapers, and we learn what is doing in the world
we have been shut out of for ten days, and all are
glad to hear that the “Alabama” is safe, but sorry
to hear of the circumstance which gave rise to the
report of her life huoys being found floating in the
Atlantic shortly after leaving home.




10 I'HE STATES AND CANADA.

On the evening of the twelfth day, far out at sea,
we see the reflection of the combined lights of New
York, Brooklyn, and New Jersey, on the sky above.
By-and-hye the lights at Sandy Hook are visible, and
in an hour are passed. The harbour of New York
is then gained, and as we are adimiring the endless
cirele of lights all round on the islands of which the
bay is formed, the anchor is dropped. A little boat
has come alongside, and now commander H. is in
conversation with one of the representatives of the
press; but as it is midnight we will go to bed, and wait
till the morning, when we will learn what the New
York Herald has to say about the Australia’s voyage

out to the great emporinm of American commerce.
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CHAPTER 1L

THE LANDINCG,

Tur stillness and quiet of a night’s rest in a vessel
lying at anchor compare favourably with that while
she is at sea, beating the billow or even vibratiug
with the motion of five hundred horse-power engines.
The refracted rays of the morning’s sun were begin-
ning to find their way through the solitary decklight
overhead, when T was rudely assailed by the thunder
of a donkey-engine which occupied the space just
above my sleeping apartment, and as T was at a loss
to know what was up—for I knew that the anchor wus
certainly at the other end of the ship, and this could
not be lifting so as to proceed to the landing-stage
—1 arose, T washed, T dressed, I went upstairs and
found that this donkey which was breaking the peace
was busy lifting the baggage of the sleeping and
dreaming passengers from the afterhold ou deck, so
as to be ready for a start after we were passed by the
doctor. The passengers congregate slowly on deck,
and shortly the doctor is seen to leave a wharf on the
Jersey side in a small steamer and come on hoard.
There is a clean bill of health, and his duties are



12 THE STATES AND CANADA.

light, not even so heavy as to require ki to relinquish
his cigar nor cease smoking. On the other side of
the steamer another steamer makes her appearance to
carry off the upper ten to the landing-stage, pier,
jetty, or shed, or what you will. The baggage is all
put on board the small steamer and its owners follow.
We are cast off, and in a few minutes we are on o7
Jirma again, but prisoners for a little.  Here we are
called upon to halt and vender to all their dues.
Tribute to whom tribute is due, custom te whom
custom. There are some who would rather be excused,
but President Grant grants no excuse in this depart-
ment of the public service. The passengers are all
called up m single file behind one another and told
off, while a Custom-house officer goes through rifle
practice in every man’s trunk. A person who has
never seen such a sight or enjoyed the excitement of
having his bagoage searched for Eurepean treasures
in an American port, especially New York, ought at
once to get a valise, bag, trunk, or portmanteau, and
have it stuffed with contraband, and at once start,
hear all the stories about it on the voyage, and then
undergo it as we did. There are all classes under-
going this scrutiny—green-horns and old stagers.
And by-and-bye the place is like a fancy fair. Here
you see a fine Paisley shawl hanging over the top of
a flour barrel, and there a considerable piece of fine
silk lying on a like eminence. Here a box of spotless
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THE LANDING,

aloves, and there another fancy article imported for a
friend. One naturally asks why are these things
exposed as they are, and you are told ““ you must wait
till the valuator comes.” A business person asks,
“Why is the valuator not here ?”  But it does not
pay the valuator to be here—his business is not a
rifling business in a trunk, but an open one, the duty
he gets ad valorem must find its way to the coffers
of the State. He has no chance of “black mail.”
What do you say, sir? Do you mean to say that
these men ave not patriots ? They ought to be, for
they wear the badges of Fatherland, the immaculate
“stars and stripes,” surmounted by the “bald eagle;”
but the eagle is a very greedy creature, and every
man is equal in this country, and hence the country
is sure to prosper. The goods of old stagers are never
hung up as these are. One has ten boxes, three of
which contain nothing; these are laid on the point
of attack, and nothing is found therein. Then he
throws down his keys and says, “Open the others
yourself, as I have some things to look after;” but
that is too much for one man to do, and he prefers to
apply the talismanic touch, and the game is secured
Another is anxious to catch the train for Chicago,
and asks an old stager what he is to do, for his traps
will take a long time to overhaul.

“There is my
card,” said he,

“tell him to call on you at that address

to-morrow ;”

and the things are passed with an
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alacrity that is surprising. “And what am I to do,”
said another, “for T have some things in my trunk ?”
“Take that,” said his friend, “I have never found it
to fail.” The purity of the character of Government
officials is early impressed on the minds of foreigners.
The facilities which exist for the dispatch of business
in America are great, if one can only learn speedily
enough the method of their application. If your
venture is hung on the top of a barrel for one hour

in the first instance, you may have it and yourself

kept in suspense for two hours on the second, if you

do not learn to be more tractable in the hands of

your new instructors. Well, perhaps it would be
too much to expeet the exciseman to be superior to
his superiors. Any maladies which are profitable are
very infectious in all countries.

The baggage has all been dissected and tied up

again, and we are relieved from further Government

suspicion. We leave the green-horn in the hands of

the valuator, and seek the assistance of a hack to
take us to our quarters, or rather to the ferry, for we
have to cross from Manhattan Island, on which New

York is built, to Brooklyn on Long Island, in one of
) o

those queer things called ferry-boats, which are big
enough to carry a whole district, houses and all. The
steamer comes in bow on, or stern if you will—for each
end is either bow or stern—and the passengers rush
in like a flood through a gangway about thirty feet
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wide (everything is done here on a large scale), and
the gentlemen have one side of the boat assioned to
them and the ladies have the other, in rooms whicl
run nearly the whole length of the vessel, and the
centre is occupied by horses, carriages, carts, or other
animals which live and move, and anything which
goes on one or two wheels or more. Like the rest of
the crowd, we rush in, carriage and all, upon this
gangway, which has an engine in the centre, and two
ponderous wheels, one at each side, and everything is
covered in, and the pilot is on the top of all. It
requires no turning, which is certainly an advantage,
and when it is full, or has waited its time, an invisible
hand strikes an invisible bell or gong, aud off we are
carried, carriage and all, to the other side. There are
no such things in this country as public piers or
quays; every company has its own one, and used for
a specitied purpose. The ferry-boats use this one,
and there is never an interval of any length of time
that they are unoccupied, so great is the traftic at the
various ferries. Two or three boats cary persons
across at any of the ferries, and they ply every few
minutes. Out in the bay our attention is attracted
to the nwmber of boats which are engaged in this
particular work, as the islands are nwmnerous around
the Bay, necessitating a great number of boats, all
constructed pretty much on the same principle, and

torming a decided contrast to the boats on the Clyde;
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but the American idea of marine architecture differs
considerably from the British idea or standard. Their
local requirements have given it a type which looks
strange to a British eye. The unseemly walking-
beam gives a nice steady stroke and a steady regular
motion to the wheel, but it is a feature which spoils
the look of a steamer otherwise trim. But it is not
possible to impart the appearance of speed or trimness
to them, there is so much of them above water, which
disqualifies them for going far from howme; but T will
return to the subject of the American boats again.

At a cursory glance, the harbour offers such a wide
field for observation that one does not know where
to begin, or whether to begin at all, for you feel a sort
of bewilderment, that has the eftect of stopping up
every other sense—there is such a demand on the
eye for the time; for off in the centre of New York
Bay you feel you can say without contradiction that
you are surrounded by a greater amount of life and
commercial activity than is possible for you to be in
any other portion of the habitable globe. If we con-
sider there are fifteen or sixteen Transatlantic com-
panies’ boats coming in here continually some two or
three times a week, it will give one an idea of the
extent of that phase of commercial life on the waters
and in the city ; for, though many of these boats are
obliged to.lie on New Jersey side, the greatest
portion of the business connected with them is done
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in the City of New York. Then, besides these steam,
there is a greater fleet of sailing ships from every
country in the world doing business with the mer-
cantile representatives of the great Republic; for,
though Philadelphia and Baltimore have the connec-
tion with the ocean, the facilities which New York
enjoys over the others will always keep her what
she is—the chief mercantile city of North America.
[ do not doubt but this fact has a wonderful effect
on the Yankee character. It inspires him with a
frothy conceit, when he has nothing to take credt
for. He found these advantages ready-made to s
hand, and has only to adapt himself to them: and
secure the profits.  But, on looking around, it is
evident that this city is getting too small for its
arowing wants, and hence we see them putting forth
these efforts which entitle them to be considered as
trying to do something to enable them to take their
place among some of the early nations of the world.
On the left, two massive piers are growing up, on the
shores of the East River, to the height of two hundred
feet, and shortly an iron bridge will span that river,
joining Long Tsland to New York ; ships will be able
to sail under it and tramway cars to go over it, so
that the compressed growth of the city will get easily
out in that direction, and Brooklyn will outstrip the
parent city in a few years hence.
There is no end to the number and character of

C
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huildings and public works which are seen from this

point. Forts, batteries, towers, arsenals, magazines,

navy vards, hulks, ships of war, Russian war vessels
vetting a friendly overhaul in an ally’s dock, hospitals

sugar refineries, oraving docks, slips, depots, ware

houses, factories, foundries, spires, turrets, domes, are
all bristling under a burning sun and a clear sky,
which enables you to see a long way with the greatest
distinetness.  But we are nearly knocked off our
hearing, for our boat has run in smack against th

landing-place, and we must take the road for it again

We leave our two dark charges to land our baggag

and get slowly up Broadway, while we get into a
German lager saloon to retresh ourselves, and now
we feel in a condition to enter the City of Churches
We get over this dirty causeway, and mount ow
machine, and in a short time we stop at the private
residence of an old friend, a Greenockian, who was
wy compeagnon de rvoyage.  We recount our travels,
our hairbreadth escapes, and express our gratitude
for deliverance ; sketch an outline for a campaign on
shore, but that can only be prosecuted after the en-
joyment of the necessary repose and collation; for we
left the steamer in the hope of getting a good sub-
stantial breakfast, done up in thorough Yankee style
and something worthy of the “ New World.”
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logical points; and this is very much the case in all

CHAPTER I1III.

BROOKLYN,

[ caN’t remewmber at present whether the order ol
things 1s reversed in the West, so far as the instinets
of the people are concerned, in regard to their resi-
dences. In our own country the inhabitants o west
in almost every case, so mach so that a «“ West-Ender”
is always understood to be one of the upper classes.
But Brooklyn is not the West End of New York; iu
fact, New York has no end at all—it is nearly cireular,
or tending that way. Brooklyn is on the east side,
and Is the quarter where the great majority of the
aristocracy dwell. Tt is the chief city on Long Island,
and from the confines of one district to the other must
be some six miles or so, containing about a hundred
thousand people. There are more than a dozen other
places on the island, but they are of minor importance,
being removed from the great centre. Next to its
being the abode of the wealthy and the retired mer-
chants, it is distinguished for its churches and its
preachers. Asin all fashionable resorts, where wealth
and culture are found, they are very nice as to the
kind of person who shall be their instructor on theo-
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the larce towns and cities. T must say it is not at
all clear to me why Brooklyn has been called the
City of Churches. T failed to see or learn that there
were more churches than were wanted, or that the
people were more inspired with the devotional attri-
butes than elsewhere. T doubt not but that they are
all very good citizens, as they ought to be, but some
of their public men get into scrapes as well as the
members of other connections, and now that we have
claimed that human nature is the same here as in
any other place in the Union, let us see if there is
anything in the neighbourhood that is worth saying
a word in favour of—if there is anyone whose fame
has reached the other side that will be worth seeing.
Well, there is famed Beecher. We will keep that in
view for Sunday, and in the meantime let us look at
the exterior of the place.

[ said T did not see anything that was indicative
of an excess of the religious devotional element in
the people, for 1T am not disposed to attribute the
building of churches to any higher motive than has
been given in relation to the person who “loved his
nation and built them a synagogue;” but we can,
where there is taste, genius and liberality displayed
in those structures, throw in our small contribution
of admiration and gratitude to the men who have
beantified their cities with so many fine examples of

architectural art: for it is such works which make
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BROOKLYN. 21

foreigners entertain a high opinion of the prople of
any country, and is a compensation to the traveller
for his labour in seeking what is noble and exalted,
either in the world of art or of nature. The streets
are narrow and very long, and the distances are great
from the sights one is anxious to overtake; but the
tramway cars obviate this, and you can go over four
or five miles for the small sum of twopence-hali-
penny, or a shade less, the sum being five cents, and
considering the small charge, the tramway stock is
the best investment in the country to original holders-
This is the result of the great numbers who take
advantage of this means of locomotion. The distances
are great, and the money seems plentiful with all
classes, who spend it freely. The cars are much the
same as they are here, but about twelve inches wider
inside, giving more freedom to move in and out.
There is no travelling on the top of the cars. The
excessive heat in summer and extreme cold in winter
may account for that ; but one going from this coun-
try fecls disposed to get up, from the fact that the
top of a car or "bus is the very best spot for sightseeing
But shadow and shade are sought for there, and are
indispensable to all; for the sun would ultimately
lick up and reduce to a crisp those thin wiry creatures
we see carried to and fro by every car which passes,

were they to expose themselves unnecessarily. There

is no other feature that calls for remark in connection
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with the cars themselves, The structure of the way
is very inferior to what it is in this country. This
may be occasioned by the inferiority of the streets
themselves, for if there are some things in which we
are behind the Yankees, it is not in streets or street-
making. I think in that particular they are a period
commensurable with their independence behind us.
In some matters they urge their juvenility as a reason,
but we will not presume to say what the reason is in
this case. The severe frosts, the heavy falls of rain,
the hot weather, are all against them, for I know they
have tried everything but the right thing, and when
they discover that, I doubt not but that their roads
will be equal to any in creation. A thunderstorm,
accompanied by rain, which falls so heavily, that a few
minutes suffice to turn the level streets into canals,
and the cars seem to be going along the su face of
the water. There are some of the cars which are
open and have eight seats, to which you enter by the
side of the car, and are protected by a flat covering
on the top and curtains let down at the side in winter;
and they are very airy in hot weather. And again,
the number of the cars is something that is quite
astonishing.  You may go to any spot where they
are run, and where the traffic warrants it, of course,
and you will find that they pass at the rate of a
hundred in an hour. At some places it is greater,
for it is not an unusual thing to see four lines of rails
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on one street, and by allowing an interval of two
minutes for each car, you have an estimate of the
extent of the traffic. This only applies to the great
centres in Brooklyn.
There is no special featnre about the public build-
ngs that calls for any remark; indeed, Brooklyn
makes no assumption to be recognised for anything
remarkable about it but its chiurches and its unsur-
passable and magnificent Cemetery of Greenwood.
There may be other cemeteries in the world famed
on account of their striking historical and classical
incidents and associations; but for position, design,
natural beauty, and rare examples of memorial and
wehitectural art, it has no parallel anywhere. It is
some two miles out of the city, and the cars took us
to the gateway at the northern entrance. But one
cannot pass in if he has any relish for the fine arts
without first deciphering the allegorical beauties and
lessons on the stone-work of the gateway. The
strueture is of Gothic architecture, over one hundred
and thirty feet in length, and one hundred and six
feet high to the top of the middle spire or tower.
There are two small spires or towers, and the buttresses
naturally form two openings; these openings are
filled in with floriated Gothic arches and quatrefoils,
and in the centre are four shields, on which are figures
of Faith, Love, Hope, and Memory. Below, in the
panels of the arches, are bas-relicfs of the «Raising of
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Lazurus,” “ Raising of the Widow's Son,” “The
Saviour’s Entombment,” and “ The Resurrection.” In
the centre are a clock and bell ; the latter tolls on
the occasion of a funeral.  The centre tower or spire
is supported by flying buttresses, which run through
the building between the Gothic arches over the
gateway. The wings of the gateway are taken up
with cemetery offices, &e.  This gateway is only used
by visitors on foot or in carriages ; funerals go in and
leave by an entrance for funerals only. The cemetery
extends for miles, the space m'L‘Hlviml ‘»)' it ‘willf_:
some five hundred acres. There are lakes, reservoirs
and fountains, chapels, catacombs, sarcophagi, and an
endless variety of all kinds of monumental works ;
and these are almost wholly composed of white
marble. I will only refer to one as a sample. There
are many such, but as the person to whose family
this belongs has a world-wide notoriety, I will take
it. The person I refer to was a Scotchman, who
went to the States over forty years ago, from Aber-
deen, and was distinguished for his indomitable forti-
tude, his chequered social career and tortuous political
proclivities, and his ultimate success in his enterprise
in connection with the New York Herald. James
Gordon Bennett bought, and his family possesses,
one of these beantiful spots in this cemetery, and the
aroup of fine seulpture work which is enclosed within

the palisade and balustrade is worth going a lony
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way to see. On a pedestol, about six feet high, is an
angel about the same height, holding aloft an infunt
while on a cushion beside the mother is knecling,
with her hands clasped and face upturned to heaven,
as if giving away her child. The work is of the first
order, was executed in Italy, and of the finest Carrara
marble. The lace shawl which is thrown over the
mother’s head, and the rich, full folds of the satin
dress, are wonderful works to come from a mallet and
chisel. And we wonder, also, how they retain their
purity and sharpness, exposed as they are to the
weather, and to the floating germs of vegetation, for
the place is thickly wooded in the vicinity of this
group. It would fill a volume to describe the various
works of interest which are here strewed all over
the immense space; the groves full of romantic
beauty and fragrance, their silence only broken by
the quick and monotonous music from the myriads
of grasshoppers which dwell on the grassy slopes of
the avenues, and the soft cadences from the falling
waters at the fountains, as they are borne along on
generous breezes through the lanes and alcoves of
this City of the Dead. There is one feature connected
with the cemeteries which 1 will refer to when T
have the subject on hand. It does not apply to
Greenwood, however, so much as it does to other
burial places which lie near to the great battle-fields

of the Union; here, however, you are initiated, for
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here and there vou can see the orave of a soldier,
and on it a miniature of the “Stars and Stripes”
planted over the body of the dead hero, and once a
vear, on a certain day called “ Decoration Day,”
the friends, comrades, mothers, wives, sisters, or
other patrviots, come and plant anew the “Star-
Spangled Banner” over the graves of those who fell
in the strife hetween the North and South. In one
cemetery | saw what appeared a little army of the
dead with a tiny flag at everyone’s head. If the
advantages in this union are commensurate with the
sacrifice of human life, those who decorate the graves
will have a sad pleasure in the melancholy act.

We will leave the cemetery, and turn our steps to 2
plain-looking church in one of the lanes of Brooklyn
—a place which forms a contrast with the situation
of many of the churches in the city. It is a plain,
massive, brick building, like our Town Hall, but not
so large. We went in, expecting the Rev. Mr
Beecher to occupy his own pulpit or rostrum. The
pews are sparsely filled, ominous of disappointment
to us. His place is taken shortly by a stranger, and
then we feel we have plenty of time to look around
for anything that is noteworthy. A very large organ
occupies the recess behind the platform. It looks
larger than the one in the Town Hall, and the choir
is in front of it, and the preacher in front of that

again. A bouquet of flowers is set on a small table
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at the right hand side, which also contains what
books are used. A subordinate gives out a hymn,
which is sung with an accompaniment, the same
person reads any notice of meetings for the coming
week—the collection is made—— and the ])l'w:l«‘]u'l' steps
forward, oives out his text, and the sermon begins,
The singing is done standing, and as that has entailed
a little effort the fans are called into action, and
their gentle breezes pervade the whole church, and
make it comfortable. The heat must be awful when
the church is packed, and possibly it is a wise pre-
caution on the part of the minister to absent himself
when the weather is very hot, and may be productive
of longevity in pastor and people. It may be asked
why this divine has such a poor church. Compared
with some in the city, it is large, airy, and the
acoustics are good, and I believe he prefers the
money laid out in more needful and charitable ways.
No man in the ministry has the power of raising
money equal to him, for monuments of his work are
to be seen as we pass along, We take the cars and
ride two miles or so into the country, and we come
to a large quaint Gothic palace, built with variegated
bricks and stone, with commodious grounds sur-
roundimg it, and every appearance of comfort. We
ask what kind of institution it is, and we are told
it is “ Beecher’s Foundling Hospital.” Such are the

kind of works the man engages in. Their magnitude
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shows his great capacity, and he has always some
one on hand, and these take him from home at times,
to glean in other and wider fields than are in

Srooklyn.
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CHAPTER IV.

NEW YORK.
I oNcE heard a person remark that to be dropped in
the streets of London without a penny in one’s pocket
and without a friend would be a calamity of no
ordinary kind. T presume it would be much the
same were a person to be set down in Broadway in
similar circumstances. In the first place, you feel
yourself lost in the wilderness of stone, bricks,
marble, and iron, which surround you; in the inter-
minable and crowded arteries of the city which
stretch from you in all directions, and lose themselves
in the distant perspective; and to pursue one’s way
through the busy, bustling, striving and struggling
crowd is a task of time, requiring some energy and
caution, and you naturally feel disposed to contem-
plate all this pressure and bustling activity from
some quiet spot, where you can get the outline of the
city, and an idea of its extent and character. You
look about and see a church of Gothic structure—
Trinity Church—with its spire peering over the tops
of all the adjacent buildings, and you inquire if it be
possible to get up on this Pisgah to see this goodly

land, which stretches around, studded with temples,
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palaces and workshops, and clear sparkling rivers
and bays crowded with richly freighted argosies and
barges, of divers size and rig.  We climb the dizzy
: height and scan the expansive map, which lies
i stretched out far below, and mark the land running
} far out and joining the waters of the Atlantic, and

the far off hills and promontories, lying robed in the

golden radiance of the noonday sun.  The streets

chiefly run at right angles with the avenues, which
are the chief lines of the city. DBroadway is seen
from this point to great advantage, and it is herc

where one gets the correctest notion of the extent ot

the trade of the city, so far as that can be got by the
use of the eye, and the outward evidence of trade and
commerce. A short way from here, to the right,
are the greatest number of offices connected with the
shipping, and across that part of Broadway there are
about 200 telegraph wires, connecting the Exchange
and banking-houses, and the various mercantile firms
of this city together. The Custom House, the
Treasury and Post Offices are all near to this part
of the city, and Wall Street is the great centre
running through the whole.  One building strikes
us—it is of white marble—and for the site on which
it stands one million dollars were paid; the sum,
also, which was expended in its construction must
have been great. There is an imposing and chaste

grandeur about the building which is productive of
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feelings which, T suppose, one would be influenced
with, were he standing near to a great iceberg. It
is a banking-house, and called “ The Drexel House.”
for one of the proprietors. These white marble
palaces are common enough in New York. Within
a short distance of this one are many such; but the
Drexel House is fresh from the chisel, and is really
a rare and noble example of marble work.  Some of
these white buildings stand out in bold relief when
surrounded with buildings composed of brickwork.
There is one thing which is worthy of remark, and is
noticeable from an eminence like this.  There is no
smoke to be seen over all this great city, except from
two or three public works, which may be burning
sowe other thing than coal, for the coal here has
uo smoke, and hence all the white buildings retain
their purity for a long time outside; and this exemy-
tion from smoke and soot influences everything in the
city, and great cleanliness is the result. There are
very many buildings which are of great interest, but
the building which absorbs the greatest amount of
interest is the Stock Exchange. The heart-strings
of this great community are wrapt round it, for all
speculate in stocks of one kind or another, and hence
the life-blood of this great commercial centre tlows
out from the Exchange by the thousand arteries
which we see spanning the streets and principal

commercial houses, and in all places where merchants
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i most do congregate are to be seen these small

telegraphic intelligencies speaking out the state of
the various stocks at all times of the day. One can
see them in the windows of offices and on the side
}cl tables in restaurants, going click, click, while the
iy white tape runs out as the machine records the price
i of gold or other stock. They seem to be thorough
adepts at figures and often consulted by the passing
thousands, and are the great oracles of the destinies
of the New Yorkers. A visit to the Exchange has

an interest of a kind to one not commercially inte-

| M rested.  Youare aware of the fact of being introduced
i . . ” o - op
B to where business is being publicly carried on; but if

one were to ¢o in, ignorant of the character of the
place, he might take it for a mad-house, especially if
business were at fever heat when he chanced to be
there. The privilege of being allowed to do business
at the Exchange is purchased at a large sum—

perhaps there is no favour, for even that is a purchas-

able commodity—for all things resolve themselves
into negociable material through the medium of the
centre of power—the “Almighty Dollar.”  This
lever makes and unmakes “States and Constitutions.”

The law is all powerful or relaxed as it is applied;

the judge is severe or considerate in proportion to

the prospect he has of a sensible return for these

judicial qualities. The sword of justice is put into

the scales, and her eyes are only sealed when her
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favour is bought.  All this kind of business, however,
is not done on the Exchange; you can discover knots of
busy speculators on the public streets, vending stock as
in the Exchange, and conducting themselves in the
more sensivle and decorous manner of the two. I have
spoken of buildings of stone, brick, and marble, but T
forgot at the time to refer to another material which
is well represented in all the chief streets of this and
other large cities of the Union. Marble and iron
are the materials from which the largest and finest
blocks of buildings are composed. T have referred
to a Bank, and will only refer to an Insurance Office
and to the office of the New York Herald. Possibly
these structures, and the business conducted in them,
are unparalleled in the world. Through the kindness
of a gentleman, formerly of Greenock, I was intro-
duced to a number of gentlemen in the “ Equitable,”
and was shown over the establishment, and finished
on the top of the building, which is 114 feet hich;
and from this an excellent view of the city is
obtained. The roofs of nearly all the buildings are
flat, and are applied to various purposes. On this
there is an observatory for astronomical and meteoro-

logical studies, and offices for various purposes are

in the building, but the main portion of it is devoted

to the business of the “Equitable.” In the main

flat is a large office, rising to the height of 30 feet or

thereby, and the ceiling is covered with stained glass
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and is supported by large pillars of variegated marble,
The desks of the officials are all enclosed by light rails
of ornamental bronze work, and communicating with
one another hy gates of a similar deseription. Round
the main office are offices and retiring rooms, dining
room, and lavatories, and consulting rooms; and
above, about midway, is a balcony, with entrances
to other apartments of the officials; but the extent of
the whole may be best conceived by the amount of
business done by this Society, which amounted last
year to the enormous sum of 51,911,079,00 dollars,
and their transactions in cash being for the year the
sum of 8,420,044,86 dollars, being the largest of any
office in the Union by seventeen million dollars. In
this, like many of the larger modern buildings,
cthod of

ascending and descending by means of an elevator is

although there is a stair case, the easier

adopted. There is one on each side, and all folks
when rising in the world take the advantage of them.
The office of the New York Herald is not so high

«

above the street as the “ Equitable,” but there are
two storeys below the level of the street where
machinery is kept and heavy work is done. The
third floor or storey is devoted chiefly to receiving
advertisements and similar work, and a portion is
occupied by shops, as is the case with nearly all large
buildings. The revenue from this kind of ocenpancy

is so remunerative that all proprietors let the street
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or part of the street storey as stores, The five or six
storeys above are printing offices, and occupied by the
various branches connected. Next in style and
magnificence to these marble and granite piles are
the iron buildings, and when painted white, as they
usually are, they can be put in close juxtaposition
with the marble for beauty and general design and
appearance, when these are sought and not strength.
The iron

ornamental buildines

gs in Brooklyn, New
York, Philadelphia, and other large cities, are finer than
the marble ones for sharpness of ornament, freedom
of detail, and general architectural arrangements, and
for lightness. I omitted to state, wlen speaking on
the subject of the Herald office, the e:‘tent of news-
paper printing in New York, as may be inferred
from the army of boys who are engaged in the sale
and carriage of them in various ways. One can
scarcely believe it, but two years ago the number was
set down at 9,000, and we naturally presume the
number to have increased since that period. This
branch of industry, to which so many of the juveniles
devote themselves, must tend to much good in
providing labour for so many who would run the
risk of being captivated by some of the less reputable
occupations to which so many of the boys apply
themselves.  We might go along Broadway and the
Bowery, and find much that is interesting on
examining the exterior of many of the buildings in
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these thoroughfares. Perhaps if T take one. We
have seen a bank, an insurance and a newspaper
oftice.  Now, at the other side, we have a large
mercantile house belonging to a gentleman who

began life as a schoolmaster, and who was asked not

long ago to become Secretary of State by President

Grant, when he first accepted office. This white
marble repository of dry goods is not inferior to the
others T have referred to. Tt is six storeys high, and
it occupies a block 100 or 152 feet, being the whole
block bounded by four streets. There are entries
at all the streets, and you enter by a stair or elevator
to whatever flat you wish to do business in. In the
centre of the building is a very large dome, and the
entire inside or central part of the building is lighted
by it, and the floors are supported by tiers of arches,
and between are open balustrading, and in moving
round these you can see all the business operations
going on inside on all the fiats. We can see or learn
from this example the great capacity which resides
with many of the gentlemen in New York for
business, that kind of it which is implied in the
character of the place I have submitted; but that is
not the limit, for in an old paper I got into my hands
it contained the remark, “that the people of Great
Britain were at a loss to know who would be able to
fill Mr Gladstone’s place, if such a vacancy should
occur. Here,” they said, “we could find thousands




e. We
wspaper
a large
an who
sked not
resident
is white
r to the
iigh, and
e whole
, entries
elevator
In the
and the
s lichted
if arches,
| moving
perations
y or learn
h l'k‘,\i(lc,\}
York for
yd in the
1t that is
my hands
of Great
ye able to
5y should
shousands

NEW YORK. 37

to do so.” All aspire to be civil and political
administrators. The aspirations of those who have
the ambition to feel their relation to political and
civil duties of the States can be discerned at an early
stage. If a child is born within the confines of an
palace in a country where Monarchy 1s the power of
government, the aim would be to fit the scion to fill
the important duties which wait for it in its riper
years. In a Republic every babe is an heir to
imperial honour and power; and it is amusing to
notice the halo of importance that is allowed to fill
and encircle those puny, chattering and spoiled apes
from the time they know anything till the time they
entertain supreme contempt for those who have been
chiefly instrumental in inflating them with monkified
accomplishments. Let us turn aside and look at a
building of a different kind from any we have noticed
yet. It is of stone, and on the pediment is a figure
of an Indian. It is a common-place looking building,
but other than common-place administrators have
emanated from it. It is the forum where the
“ Tammany Ring” digested and matured those
measures which were intended to make their city
and State models that the residue of the Union
would regard with wonder and admiration for purity
and disinterestedness; but now that its benches are
silent, the eloquence of those patriots hushed, and
the fire of their patriotism quenched, why does
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not the city go into sackeloth and ashes and wail for
the great who have fallen, whose weapons of war
have perished ?

The streets of New York are superior to any you
see in the east part of the Union, but even they are
not equal to the streets in our best towns and cities,
The traffic is so great they soon cet worn out, and 1T
don’t know that any great effort is made by contrac-
tors to make this kind of work substantial and lasting.
There seems to be considerable success in connection
with their efforts to make their fire brigade efficient
for the speedy extinguishing of fires by introducing
facilities for effecting that by every means and agencies.
At the stations, of which there are some forty in all,
the steam-engines stand fully equipped with fire kind-
ling, horses saddled, and firemen all waiting for
the alarm bell; when that sounds, the horses
leave their stable and walk into the engine, which is
kindled at once, and away the whole rush like an
avalanche; and the steam, if the distance is great, is
up, and the engine is in working trim by the time it
arrives at the fire; there are iron ladders fixed
behind the houses, or before the houses if it is impos-
sible to have them fixed behind, and the occupants

can ascend on to the house-top and get away by the

top of the adjoining house, or descend by them to the
ground. These ladders enable the firemen to ascend
when their own ladders are not available, and give
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them speedy facilities for operating on the burning
house.

In this, like all large cities, the channels for ad
ministering sensual delight are numerous ; but in the
Belle Suison the delights which most delight a Yankee
are his buggy and his bucephalus. Let him get be-
hind anything with four legs that will only run fast
enough, and then he is at home. He does not seem
to care how the onlooker feels, nor how much he is
concerned for his safety. Away he dashes like a
whirlwind, as if his and the nation’s destiny de-
pended on the velocity of his fragile and trembling
machine. In the Central Park one can, on any Satur-
day afternoon especially, encounter a legion of these
airy, wiry, bristling chariots rushing with stampede
impetuosity along the crowded drives of that delight-
ful and extensive park. Here you can find all classes
that are at home, those who have not gone to Saratoga
or Long Branch, but prefer the crowds around the
band stands, or love to lounge in the grottoes or
groves, or over the stone parapets by the lakes, and
watch the swans gliding along the glassy mirrors of
water, and the rich images of the small barges, as
they sail past with their canopies of gay colours and
infantile crews, or admire the golden fish sparkle in
the fountains, as they startle at the falling of the
crystal spray. There is a representative of every
nation to be found here, but one especially with fea-
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tures as decisive as if you had found him by Babel’s
streams thinking of his Zion. Crowds of Jews are

here, for this is their Sabbath, and their worship is

done, and they have come hither to spend the re-
mainder of the day, and admire the beauty of the
scene and works of art.  On the sides of the avenues
are to be seen statues of Shakespeare, Scott, Burns,
and Morse and other new world celebrities ; and on
the stoneworks at the stairs at the archways are allego-
rical bas reliefs of the Seasons, admirably cut on free-
stone, and surrounded with a great variety of Mosaic
entablatures and other ornamental filigree work. The
lawns are wide and ample, and the youths are en-
gaged in all kinds of sports, and the youngsters are
sporting and bounding like gazelles in every glade ;
and on the retired spots pic-nic parties are holding
their orgies, and gathering new strength, vigour, and
life to arm them for their labours of the coming week
of toil. A sylvan retreat like this must be a fountain
of life to the toiling thousands of a city like New
York.
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CHAPTER

THE RAILROAD SOUTH.
THERE are many things about New York worthy of a
passing notice, but as my intention is not to write a
history, and as similar things will fall to be noticed
as I prosecute my journey in other places, I will re-
frain from noticing them at present. There are rail-
ways communicating with New York direct, but in
going South one has to take the ferry-boat and
pass over to New Jersey side and go from there by
rail, and in doing so T have arrived at the first rail-
way station I have been at in the country ; and I feel
disappointed, for I am quite impressed with the fact
that this one does not do justice to the great country
that it is in. Other institutions have offices which
do them justice, and impress the foreigner with their
commercial importance; but perchance this one may
be exceptional. One naturally thinks that marble
and iron might be used in their construction, and
as this one is virtually a city station it ought to have
something of the relative grandeur of the city about
it, and hence you are more disposed to find fault on
this account. But it is otherwise with the cars when

in their pristine freshness. There is evidently an
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effort made to make the cars both handsome and com-
fertable, and even luxurious. The interiors of them
are finished with much taste, the fittings are magnifi-
cent, especially in the palace cars: for in a country
where so much liberty, fraternity, and equality pre-
vail, and has greater facilities for carrying out im-
provements than in this country where so many
distinctions are recognised and accepted as legitimate,
you can hire the emigrant car, the ordinary, or the
palace and sleeping cars. In the palace car you are
attended by a coloured gentleman, and you can have
anything your taste may dictate. You can fare
sumptuously all the day, and at night your palace, by
the stroke of the black attendant’s wand, is transmo-
grified into a palace of another kind, where you can
commit your weary limbs to rest, and allow yourself
to be lullabied to sleep by the deep and sonorous
music from the vibrating metals below. The interiors
of these cars are draped with hangings, sofas, tables,
and everything which is calculated to take the mind
of the traveller from the fact of travelling to the com-
forts of a home. The ordinary car is well fitted, the
sofas are comfortable, of which there is one on each
side holding two persons, and there is a passsge down
the centre affording full and free communication with
the whole train, if you are a saloon car passenger.
The inside of the car is about 10 feet in the centre of
the ceiling, and from 40 to 50 feet long. The whole
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upper part of the car is decorated with showy orna-
ment, and the sides are finished in polished wood-
work, with inlay or marqueterie. Lamps are hung
from the roof at intervals of 10 feet or so, and at
ore end you have a stove and at the other you have
a cabinet d’aisance. The exteriors of the cars are done
in the same showy mannmer as the inside, with fanci-
ful decorations, and sometimes the quality and some-
times the destination of the car is painted on it. The
car is supported below by two triple axles, having
three wheels on each, so that if one of them should
break no danger or risk ensues to the train or pas-
sengers.

It was night when I embarked in this train of novel
cars, and my first ride and the fout ensemble was to me
decidedly novel; there was a genetal murky gloom
pervading the entire scene, the lamps in the cars only
diffusing a sort of misty glare. Many were running
to and fro looking for the section of the train that
was to be their asylum for the night. Some who
had got into the wrong car were huirying out to get
into another. Some were busy getting the baggage
checked, and the usual “hurry-skurry” was being
enacted from common to quick time, as the train was
about to move off. At last the shrill pipe sounded,
and I left New Jersey for newer scenes in the South.
It is a common matter for a train on leaving any
place to run along one or more streets for a long way
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and to provide against accidents all the engines are
provided with large bells, which are kept in motion
from the time the train starts till it is quite clear of
the habitable parts through which it is steaming, and
when that is accomplished the train moves off at a
steady measure. The speed is much the same as at
home, and I never had occasion to note any extra
engineering acrobatism by any engines or train by
which I travelled.

I presume the Yankees understand the necessity of
railroad travellers economising time by the way, on
the principle that he who runneth may read, for the
backs of railway tickets, and every available spot
where advertisements can be seen, are utilised. The
plain surfaces of rocks, palings, enclosures, trees,

&e., are covered with an array of characters defying

the genius of bill -posting to emulate; so that when
one comes to any city he does not need to waste his
time by inquiries as to where the good, better, and
best of everything are to be had, at the cheap, cheaper,
and cheapest cost that it is possible to sell them at.
At home when once you adjust yourself in your
corner you can consign yourself to your doubtful
slumbers in the arms of Morpheus, and feel yourself
gently refreshed by a short span of oblivion in the
care of that dreamy deity; but only try it outside of
the palace, sleeping, or saloon cars, and wake to dis-
cover your mistake; for every now and again the
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doors at the ends of the cars are slammed and in
stalks a youthful orator, who informs you in a sten-
torian pitch that he can supply you with something
for the brain, the digestive organs, or something you
could give away to a friend without entailing an
enormous sacrifice; and this at short intervals, one
considers somewhat plaguy; but as it is productive of
that which enables you to enjoy what is partially
amusing and interesting by the vay, you are inclined
to overlook it.

After having parted with friends at the station,
and proceeding to still more distant States, one
naturally feels disposed to ruminate on the strange
surroundings, strange faces, strange sounds, distance
from home, thoughts of collision, goings off the track,
getting telescoped, and finding yourself in the grills
of a cowcatcher, or ascending in the moonlight in a
cloud of burning vapour, to find yourself shortly
floundering on a shingle roof, or paying an abrupt
and unwelcome visit to the dreaming inmates.
Thought will make all these fantastic inroads into
the domain of probability, out of which you find
yourself dragged by a sudden relaxation of speed,
accompanied by a clash, making you feel as you had
waked from a dream. A voice rings into your ears
a name which is familiar to you, and you listen for
its repitition ; anon the name Bristol is rung out
without any mistake, and you begin to feel that you
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have been dreaming, and are on a trip to merry
‘England, when another clash and jerk oceur, and
the name of Kensington is rung out. You look
about, but it is dark, then you try to reflect, but
you have scarcely light enough for that, and
conclude that you are in the Metropolitan, and you
are underground, but by-and-bye you will arrive at
Charing Cross, and it is all right. In this half-
pleased, half-dreamy state you resign yourself to the
future care and guidance of your conductor;
contented with this effort to compose yourself, you
take another transient dose with the sleepy god, for
your rest is now becoming more necessary; but again
you start up and find the train at vrest, the
conductor calling out that the train has arrived at
Mantua, and in a confused and bamboozled condition
of mind you conclude you are on a foreign tour after
all, and shortly you will be sure to meet some of the
Gentlemen of Verona as you pass along, since you
have been so curiously successful as to get into Italy.
And now you begin in a reverie to review and
censure the crooked and devious ways of the great
people of the great country you are sojourning in;
but, after a great deal of cross-examination, you feel
disposed to leave them where you found them for
the present, until they and you become better ac-
quainted, then you decide the best thing you can do
is to take another draught of this curiously mixed
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repose while pursuing your tortuous wanderings to
the South.

One cannot for the life of him refrain from an
effort to ascertain why all this diversity of names of
places has taken place, and on the first chance you
ask some one whom you consider sufficiently intelli-
gent to enlighten you on this curious, puzzling, and
doubtful point, and are told that in all likelihood
the first settlers came from places of the same names;
but after a little cogitation your perplexity becomes
more perplexing, for you reason, who could come from
Babylon, Syracuse, or Troy, Nineveh, Carthage, or
Athens? From the last certainly it was possible, but
not at all likely; but these are fine names and are
evidently indicative of a people of taste, learning,
culture, of large and expansive ideas, and who are
anxious to write a page in the history of the world
which will be read by subsequent nations with won-
der and admiration, the grandeur and sublimity
of whose exploits in the arts of peace and war will
naturally dim and eclipse those of the ancient world,
and then these places will take the place of the birth-
places of the statesmen, the heroes, the philosophers,
poets, mechanicians, and merchants who were the
chief actors in the drama of life on the stage of the
early civilised world.

However, we can sympathise with an aspiring

people who aim at acquiring the fame and distinction
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which were ranked with the names of these places in
olden times, and we ought to hope that all their sub-
sequent efforts and ambition will take their tone and
complexion fromtheir high-sounding key-note.  Their
acts have shown them to be a people equal to the
position, circumstances, or sitnation of the time: and
seeing they are so closely allied to ourselves, we ought
in charity to wish them well and that they may
prosper.  We know that many have gone from this
country, leaving behind them anything but a bles-
sing. The same may hold regarding other nation-
alities, and these may have tried to blot out all the
instinets, the reminiscences, and associations of their
early homes, by adopting names that had no claim
but that of being used by one of the early Republics.
But, again, there are undoubted evidences of honest
representative men, and one feels pleased, especially
if he is a Scotchman, on hearing the broad, homely,
and distinetively national name of Camlachie sounded
out when he comes up to a station, and perhaps after
he has been dinned with a succession of names out-
landish, unutterable, unmusical, and only serving to
bring to memory the days when Red Indians roamed
at large through the primeval fields and forests of the
great Continent.

Daylight begins to break, and we have run across
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and now we are on the
confines of Maryland. We have passed the ancient
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apital in the dark, but we will get a chance of seeing
it again after seeing the modern one. Meanwhile,
let us take a look at the country as it throws off the
blanket of night and gradually attires itself with the
sober robes of the morning’s freshness.

The country is very unlike the people. There are
no great temples clad in verdure, burying their domes
in the fleecy clouds which are floating overhead; but
the land is modest, and rising gently, with undulating
hills, ecrowned and robed with the remnants of wood
and forest, which the woodmen, the early settlers,
have spared, and which now serves to beautify the
land. On the broad green patches are the log and
farm houses, and here and there, in some retiring
spot, you can see the hut of the squatter, who even
disdains to be the subject of a Republic. He is fain
to use the earth, the sea, the air, the skies, and
patient enough to wait till the proprietor calls for
rent or taxes. There are some fields which give
evidence of labour and culture, but rudely and
unevenly fenced; others are dotted with roots of
trees which have remained in them for years, and the
oround that intervenes is cultivated and sown with
all kinds of produce, Indian corn always being con-
spicuous. Here and there the rivers are seen coursing
and threading their way in the valleys; now and
then you see a bird of gay plumage, but of tuneless
worth, start from tree to tree. There are no hedges,

E
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and the boundaries of parks, plots, &e., are ill
defined. The snake fence is purely a characteristic
of the back-wood, and on all railroads thousands of
miles of it are to be seen, employed enclosing grounds
in all directions, hence the neatness and compactness
of our home farms are awanting. Dut we are now
nearing the great centre—the political centre of the
great Republic—and the white dome of the capitol is
moving along slowly like a snow-clad mountain-top
as we near it by a circuitous course. We approach
by one of the streets or avenues for a mile or more,
and latterly we reach a wooden shed which is
dignified by the name of station, but is virtually unfit
for a lumber store, and now we have reached the

capital by the Pennsylvania Air-line Railroad.
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CHAPTER VI

WASHINGTON, THE FEDERAL CITY.

WHEN one arrives in this city of magnificent distances
he is at once taken charge of by some representative
of one or other of its hotels, for there are some
half-dozen or so of ’buses in waiting, and when any
one appears who is suspeeted of being in want of a
home, these scions of the “bald eagle™ are down upon
lim at once, and unless he shows symptowms of a
disposition to be able to mind himself, and to “paddle
his own canoe,” it is with difficulty he can shake
them off.  DBut sometimes you will allow yourself to
be subdued by their excessive elogquence, and then
it is clearly their duty “to take you in.” I thought

if this is the sort of thing it is the fate of all travellers
to undergo, I can’t be any worse than the rest, and
with this resolve 1 got into one of the ’buses, when

in a brief space I was landed at the entrance of
Willard’s Hotel, where T was politely asked to en-
gross my name and title in the register, then shown

to my apartment, and for the first time I have a
chance of seeing the magnitude and operations of an
American hotel. This one is the finest in the city,
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the abode of a number of the Senators and

and is
Representatives in the season when Congress sits.

But everybody who can get out of the city at this
time is out, it being the Congressional recess, and the
place has a quiet aspect in every quarter. In this
hotel there is accommodation for a very great number
of persons, and if ever the house is full it must be a
very animated sight, especially at meal times, for the
practice or custom, in American hotels, is to dine at
the hotel, if not, you are charged as if you did so;
but that practice is beginning not to be relished, even
by Americans, and hotels are to be found conducted
on the European principle of charging only for what
you get, and you are thereby not necessitated to
attend meals in the hotel you may chance to be
staying at.  The most distinctive features in the
hotels here are the great facilities afforded to both

commercial men and tourists. On the ground floor

of all the hotels you have telegraph and post oftices,
newspaper, tobacco and cigar shops, barber’s shop,
bar room, baceace room, left lugeage office, smoking
room, lounges, and other necessary conveniences.
The bagoace, when you leave, has a small brass plate
with the name of the place to which you are going
attached to it, and you put the counterpart in your
pocket ; the luggage follows you as by instinet,
and when you arrive at your destination your baggage

is waiting for you. You don’t need to pass a thought
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about it, and it is a rare thing thing that there is

any misadventure. I don’t know that there is any
other marked difference between the hotels and ow
own at home. Their extent, and the fact that many
make them their home, give them a different aspect
and character from what they have with us.

If one were to judge of the nmportance of Wash-
ington from the condition of the public thoroughfares,
he would not be very favourably impressed ; but the
Executive are beginning to be ashamed of this state
of matters, for pretty generally the streets are under-
going a thorough renovation, and proprietors are
groaning under the pressure of taxation imposed to
meet the expense. Occupants do not feel, or rather
do not see it, as proprietors are responsible for all the
taxes, and their collection is much more casily accom-
plished than with us, for the proprictor is virtually
the tax-gatherer. Washington is somewhat exceptional
regarding its streets and avenues, for some of the
American cities, considering the ground to be so
plentiful, have streets that are genuine copies of
some in the old country. DBut Washington streets
and avenues are very spacious; the avenues radiate
from chief and central buildings like the Capitol, for
instaice, and the streets run from these sometimes
at right angles and sometimes diagonally. The
avenues are a little after the boulevards at Paris, and

they extend for miles in every direction. 1t is con-
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templated to make this city, at some time, the glory
of perfection, the joy of the whole land. But now
and again some of the refractory States’ Legislatures
interpose and question the propriety of doing so, as
they consider the capital ought to be near or about
the centre of the empire, and advocate its removal to
Chicago, St. Louis, or some more western point still ;
for there is a difficulty in fixing a central situation in
such a progressive and extensive country.

There are some of these avenues 160 feet in breadth,
and a few of the streets near the Capitol the same.
North, South, and East Capitol Streets are the same
breadth as the avenues. The avenues are named
generally after the States of the Union—the streets
by letters and numbers combined, and their regular
and open position causes the city to look admirably
from any heicht. The dome of the Capitol is the
best suited for this, and it is an object of intense
interest, on account of being the meeting place of the
Legislative Body of the Union, of marked historical
associations, grandeur, and architectural merit. The
Capitol stands on a rising ground some G0 feet
above the level of the Potomac River, and the height
of the dome from the base of the pile is 280 feet,
making the elevation 370 feet in all. The original
building—the corner stone of which was laid on the
18th September, 1793, by President Washington, aided
by the Freemasons of Maryland—is composed of free-
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stone, and painted white to tally with the porticoes,
which are white marble ; the north and south winos
were finished in 1800, the date on which the last
Congress was held in Philadelphia. But in 1814
the whole of the interior was destroyed by a British
military and naval force, and after that date the
extension of the entire Capitol was commenced ; but
the most important extensions took place during the
last twenty-two years, and the material used during
this time was white marble. The entire pile, which
is 751 feet in length, has a very imposing and
majestic look, with its deep porticoes and endless
colonnades of massive pillars, rising tier upon tier,
and its allegorical and historical groups of figures at
the porticoes and on the pediments and parapets.
The original dome of the building was composed of
wood, but when the latest extensions were done it
was found to be too flat and tame, and was removed
and a dome of iron work substituted, which is a
marvel of art, and about 400 tons in weight. On the
top of this dome is a figure of “ Freedom,” composed
of bronze, and weighs nearly seven tons. In the
inside of the dome, and round the circle of its sides,
are a succession of allegorical pictures, by the famed
Brumidi, in alto relicvo.  As one would naturally
expect, the chief figure in this work of art is the
saviour of the land, surrounded by Liberty, Victory,

and Fame trumpeting his glory, and bringing the
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wreath for his brow. Before this group are thirteen
female figures, representing the original States of the
Union ; on the brow of each is a star, and a banner is
interwoven, on it being inseribed the wmotto of the’
Constitution, “& Pluribus Unwin.” There are certain
floral or cereal symbols, denoting the States they
severally represent, and they are geograhically
arranged, beginning in north-east with cold, clear
tints, and finishing with the warm mellow tints of
the south. The central figure of the next group is
War, Freedom on one side with uplifted sword
striking down tyranny, and kingeraft, and priesteraft
—a soldier is trying vainly to hold up the ermine
robe ; discord, anger, and revenge are in the group.
The next group is Agriculture. Ceres is enthroned
in the centre with her cornucopia. Young America
is on one side, with his cap of liberty (Le Bonnet
vouge de France), and he is attaching a pair of
sprightly horses to an American reaping machine.
Ilora and Pomona are in waiting with fruits and
tlowers. Next comes Tubal Cain or Vulcan, repre-
sentative deity of mechanics. He stands with his
foot on a cannon, and all around are the material
forces of death and destruction, the agencies of
Luman devilry, the tools of ambitious tyrants. The
next is Commerce, and Mercury presides over the

various mercantile interests. In his hand is a bag of

gold, and urging, I presume, the immediate resumption
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of specie transactions to a great American financier
who is represented. Two sailors are subsidiary, and
point to the protecting gunboats in the distance
Neptune is the next in this mythological array. As
the deity symbolising and presiding over the maritime
interests of the empire, he has his trident, his car,
and his charioteers, sublimely rising from the deep,
accompanied by the heautiful Aphrodite, Venus, and
cherubs with outspread wings—and the whole band
are busy laying the Atlantic cable. Last scene of all:
Minerva is seen in the full-fledged glory of her
intellectual power as she springs from the brain of the
great Jupiter, and an array of attentive and brilliant
children of the Union are sitting at her feet and
receiving her wise counsels. These are Ben Frankliu
the philosopher, Robert Fulton the engineer, and
Morse, of telegraphic eminence.

There is nothing of special interest to be noted in
the Rotunda until we descend to the bottom of it,
and there we see eight large cartoons painted on cloth,
and let into recesses in the sides, and forming large
panels, which run round the whole of the Rotunda,
about twelve feet up or so. On them are seen various
incidents of interest in the history of the States and
connected with them. There is the “ Discovery of
the Mississippi” by De Soto in 1541, and “The
Baptism of Pocohontas,” “The Declaration o1 In-
dependence,” “The Surrender of Burgoyne,” * Swur-
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render of Lord Cornwallis,” “The Resignation of
Washington,” “ The Embarkation of the Pilgrims,”
and “The Landing of Columbus.” The pictures are
fair examples of high class art, and any one visiting
the Capitol is sure to see them, as they are in the
Rotunda or chief vestibule entrance. In the lobbies
of the Senate Chamber and Hall of Representatives
are statues of Washington and other eminent American
senators and representatives.  The door at the
entrance of main portico is composed of hronze, and
was made in Munich. Tt must be several tons, and
is a work of rare merit. There are eight or ten
panels, and every panel has a subject connected with
the early history of the land, such as the incidents of
Columbus’s life connected with his enterprises of
discovery; some of the crowned heads who figured in
relation to it; and the same in reference to Cabot.
The whole surface of it is bristling with subjects and
objects of interest and beauty. By the same artist
that painted the frescoes on the canopy of the
Rotunda, there is a fresco in the staircase leading to
the Hall of Representatives, styled “Western Emigra-
tion,” the finest picture in the Capitol. There are
also pictures in the other staircases, such as “The
Battle of Lake Erie” between the British and Ameri-
cans, and there are pictures of battles between the
States and Mexico. These are incentives in the way

of stirring up the martial spirit in “ Young America,”
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and likely to make him take a pride and interest in
such actions.

It is scarcely possible to notice all that is of worth,
merit, or beauty. In this great pile there are stair-
cases and lobbies of beautiful white and variegated
marbles, long colonnades and corridors of the same
materials, and articles of value with rich carved and
sculpture work. The rooms of the higher legislative
functionaries are richly furnished and decorated with
representative emblems of the departments—there
are busts, portraits, and statues of leading men,
profusely added to the furniture of the department.
The Bureau of the Agricultural Department was at
one time in the Capitol, but is removed to a building
used for that purpose alonc ; in the apartment where
they used to meet are various frescoes telling the
part which Americans have played in relation to that
art.  Floral decorations are profuse, and a pictorial
parallel in the lives of Washington and Cincinnatus
of being called from the plough to the sword. This
room is a complete bouquet of floral art, fragrant to
the most sensitive nerve, and is the work of the
American-Ttalian Brumidi. The other rooms, espe-
cially those on the principal storey of the north
wing surrounding the Senate Chamber, are beautifully
finished in every department of high-class art. The
Senate Chamber is 112 feet long, 82 feet in breadth,

and 30 feet high. The galleries accommodate about
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1,000 persons. The seats for the Senators are all £ <
arranged round the chair of the President in a semi-
circle in three rows, and there are seventy in all.

There is provision for 27 reporters of newspapers in

the House, but somewhere about 46 manage to re- ) ¢

present themselves here, of which some six or eight g r

are local, the others Dbeing from other States. The 3 ]

Hall of Representatives is 130 feet long, 93 feet in ¢
breadth, and 30 feet high, and is arranged in the s
same manner as the Senate Hall, but the circle is : o
twice the depth of that in the other House, for the d i

number of representatives is 240. The galleries are sl
not so deep in this hall, but are longer, and possibly 0
seat as many as the gallery of the Senate. There k
is provision for 47 reporters in this gallery, but an h
i addition of 15 manage to get in. There is a library m
in the back part of the centre building, but it is not te

of any extent. It was burned at the attack by the

British in 1814, and suffered an accidental fire in in
1861. The crypt of the Capitol is worthy of notice. : I
The basement storey in the centre, under the Rotunda, » or
1s supported by quite an array of pillars, giving evi- ‘
dence of the great strength of the structure overhead. it

To contemplate this magnificent and Imposing mass ; W

of architectural beauty, robed in the silvery and 1

luminous radiance of a moonlight night, from the 4 T
Capitol grounds, when parapet, pediment, capital, : Tl

architrave, cornice, column, and base are basking in a g att
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sceme-of rare and ghost-like glory, while the deepen-
ing shadows on the arches, porticos, and silent colon-
nades wrap it in a solemn sublimity of grandeur and
repose, while the distant city, with all its surroundings
of magnificence, serves for a background of quiet,
receding grey, and the Potomac ripples and sparkles
g like a sea of glass under the pale orb of night, and
the wistant hills of Virginia are mantled in broken
shadows from the fleecy clouds which float slowly
over them, and the gigantic dome seems to lift itself
into the skies, and “Freedom,” like a wary and
sleepless sentinel, poised on his thousand emblems
of strength and security, lcoks over the land with a
keen and watchful eye, guarding his institution and
his fame, 1s to see a sicht which will fix itself in the
mind and remain while memory has a seat in the
temple of the soul.

One could spend # long time among the matters of
imterest in and about this stupendous mansion, but
I will only take a glance at a statue in the Capitol
grounds. The first looik you take at it from a short
distance you take it for Julins Ciesar, but on nearing
it you discover it is intended for a statue of General
Washington, executed by the artist of “ Greek Slave ”

uotoriety. The whole contour of the figure is Roman.

The attitude and disposition of the drapery are Roman,
The sword and general accessories are Roman, and the
attitude almost that when Mettellus Cimber pulls the
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imperial purple from the shoulder of Julius Ceesar, "
and the sword of Brutus is sheathed in his heart. A 3
queer conceit, and one wonders how the people of this (
areat Republic should allow the sculptor to murder %
the great Washington in the Capitol grounds, so that ;;
his individuality is lost and his friends do not know "
him. The grounds around the Capitol are in a miser- 4
able condition, but as the Capitol itself is not finished, 1
that may be a reason why they are so. The site is a ; B
most suitable and magnificent one, and in a few years, i ]
if the present temper of the Executive is kept alive, ,‘5 A
there is every reason to believe that the grounds and &
amenities will be worthy of the centre they encircle, ill
for now they are widening the grounds and levelling ] o
1 up where it is necessary, and in other parts doing the }1
1 i} opposite, so as to secure a wide and extensive plateau, , ]
Hi that, when replete with the surroundings and adorn- 12
ments which are in contemplation, this great and chief M
object of admiration, and centre of attraction in the o
“ Federal City,” will then be recognised as worthy the in
man, the warrior, and the statesman for whom it was Wi
called Washington. i
Leaving the Capitol, the next object of interest in to
point of importance is the building of the Treasury in
Department, and we notice it is on the two public T
sides draped in black for one of the officials in this 5(

department who died lately. The black cloth is hung
from pillar to pillar, in graceful folds, with ends inter- ro
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vening. I daresay it is very well understood the kind
of work which is carried on in this department of the
Government service. There are a great number of
young ladies engaged in various branches about the
office. The building is a very fine one, and of very
considerable interest in an architectural point. It is
of marble and granite, and the grounds are tastefully
laid oft. It is contiguous to the White House or the
Executive Mansion; and this is of great interest, being
the official residence of the President of the Union.
All strangers call on hini; and, following the stereo-
typed routine of civility, I did so also. T thought as
he was a good Celt he might have a pleasure and
oratification in meeting a brother Celt ; but, confound
it, he was out of the way, and I had to put up with
the disappointment ; but I was bent upon seeing what
kind of house the nation provides for their Chief
Magistrate, and in this mood I went in by one of the
windows, for the Presidential mansion, I found, was
in the hands of tradesmen, and certain decorations
were going on in the square parlour to the left, and
it was filled to the roof with the necessary scatfolding
for such renovations. This room and the correspond-
ing one on the other side are about 30 feet by 22 feet.
The hall, or, as we would call it, the vestibule, is about
50 by 40. There is a large room called the banquet-
ng room, about 80 feet by 40, and a large dining

room. The other apartments about the house are very
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much what are to be found in any similar house ; but
up-stairs the President has the official bureau and the
vice and assistant secretaries. The outside of the
mansion is all white, and henrce its name, T presumne ;
and the feeling generally is abroad that it is marble.
However, that is not the case, and any one seeing it
must consider it is not at all like what the Presidential
mansion onght to be; but the Americans have their
own ideas on this point, and so far as we have been
able to translate them, they do not accord with the
breadth and bulk of their sentiments on other matters.
Previous to the year that the seat of Government was
removed to Washington, the Chief Magistrate of the
States had no official house. They may have been
poor at the time of starting life in the line of self-
government, and their aspirations were modified com-
mensurably with their pretensions, which any person
of experience must see was wisely designed. T have
no doubt when John Adams went into it in 1800
he would consider it a very magnificent and courtly
palace ; and T doubt not the goodwife would be some-
what perplexed in regard to how she was to govern
her domesties and manage the imposing array of duties
which would naturally fall to her lot to perform.

The exterior of the mansion and its surroundings
of arborial and floral garniture, and the extent of the
grounds, are of a medium quality, and exact no ex-
pression of an adulatory kind ; but perhaps these may
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gentleman who has these
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being adorned with the
up of masonry devoted to
that a general adjustment

s the result.  The erounds
«l for the Saturday after-
t what they want in ampli-
on, for the miniature hills
le during the performances
eve the grounds will be
i the Presidential mansion
se in this particular the
the same as the people at
to turn out when such is
e city will be a thriving
ve granite buildings close

ny, navy and state depart-

1 their erowds of officials.

ie Patent Oftice. This is
an form a capital idea of

and brain of the people

urning.  There are some
ot claim relation to the

ooms of the nation, and

more appropriate in a

utention that there should

reserved for the purpose

F




66

THE STATES AND CANADA,

indicated by their presence. There are models of
works of art, buildings, and in one case arve relies of
the man who holds the first place in the affections of
the nation, and relics and mementos of him are seen
everywhere; however, those which are conserved here
are his military trappings, and the utensils of his tent
or camp, but the greatest wonders are his armorial
bearings.  These are relies of an old country, old
relations, and things forgotten in the dim and distant
past; but there they are, and show the chain of
evidence of his being a scion of an old and powerful
family, even of the race of kingmakers, the Earls of
Warwick. But he should have no lineage, for the
Americans would claim for him the likeness of
Melchisedee of old, and of being virtually the first
man. They won’t allow even Adam’s claim, for they
say, “ Well, if you talk of foreigners, that may be;
but T guess Georse Washington was the first man
who was not a foreigner.” T think it is very evident,
from looking at these same armorial bearings, which
are in this case among the relics of Washington, that
the stars and stripes are taken from them, for it is
noticeable that the nucleus of the flag is traceable in
it, in the fact that stars are there, and the bars by
being elongated would produce a very near approach
to the American flag. That may or may not be its
origin, but it looks to me to be something like it. Tf
it is so, the flag has been imported from the Old
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Country, and its reconstruction only the work of the
New,

The building is very capacious and elegant, and in
looking around one can form a tolerably accurate
estimate of the intense activity of the inventive brain
of the country. Tt is not possible to detail to any
extent the number or the character of the various
mventions which have been sent in hy applicants
for patents. Their name is legion. Perhaps the
hest way will be to submit the details of the report
for the last year. The Commissioner of Patents
reports to the Secretary of the Interior, in whose
department this falls to be noticed, that there were
29,354 applications filed at the Patent Office, 28
applications for extension of patents, and 519 appli-

cations for registration of trade marks nearly 13,000
patents, including re-issues and designs, were issued,
and 235 extended, and 965 allowed, but not issued.
by reason of non-payment of final fees; 3,274 caveats
were filed, and 475 trade marks registered. The fees
received during the same period from all sources
amounted to 70,162,672 dols, and the total expendi-
ture to 69,944,969 dols., making the receipts 2,177
dols. in excess of the expenditure.
appropriate various

The Government
amounts for the encouragement
of the inventions, and drawings and details are
published and printed at the Government Printing

Office, and by these means the inventive genius of
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the l""'l'l" is induced and fostered. Although it is
implied, it may be as well for me to state, that in
this office there are models of all the inventions kl']»l
which have been allowed or accepted by the exami-
ners; and there is quite a collection, as may bhe
assumed from the number which has passed during
the year just ended. The space is great, but it is
found it will be necessary to increase it at an early
date.  The building, as it stands at present, has
evidently been built at different periods, and is a
massive pile of masonry.

The next building in the Government conuection
is the Agricultural Department.  This was in the
Capitol formerly, but now there is a fanciful and
appropriate building devoted to this business of the
Executive. The various officials have offices in the
main and upper storeys, and there is a museum in the
centre of the upper storey, and Professor Townend
Glover very courteously explained the object that
was contemplated by the classification which he was
carrying out, which seemed to be based on quite an
enlichtened and scientific principle.  Any one of the
agricultural .products specitied by us, the Professor
showed us where it was a native of, and what parts
of the country were best suited for its propagation,
and the kind of insects which weie most destructive
to that product. There were all the products of the

various States connected with this art.  In one office
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they were classifying orasses, and in another they

were doing so with shrubs and trees, and down in
the sunk storey numbers were busy putting erain
in small bags to be sent for omparison with orain in
different places ; others were busy with the reports
from the various States,

» be easily consulted by those to whom they are

compiling these in one, so as

mt.  The }»H\Iiiull of this buildine is a ]b]("h;llli one,
on an opening and risine oround : and in a few vears,
when the grounds and nurserjes are completed and
furnished with the rare and costly plants and floweys,
will be equal to the other siohts in this fine city.
At a very r‘:l]'ll\' date in the }ll'w'hr)'.\' of the Union
& was thoucht desirable that some gicantic monumen?
to Washington should be raisod in some part of the
ountry, and after a oreat deal of discussion it was
lecided to erect it at Washington, and this monument,
which has now been g great many years in progress,
is at a stand-still, after being raised about 150 feet or
0. It is, or was, intended to raise it to a great height,
and to have a stair and suitable landings run uyp
through the whole height, and on the sides of the
stairs to have s ulpture works of various kinds,
mtributions from the various States. and disposed
s0 that they might be deciphered thoroughly while
making the ascent to the top of the column ; but, for
want of patriotism or money, the great national work
is quite in the “death throes,” and the immense
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obelisk at present looks at a distance like an immense
sugarhouse chin.ney whitewashed, but when you nea
it you discover it to be composed of white marble,
and you feel that ultimately something very grand
will emanate from what is at present conspicuously
crude and unseemly. I presume that the Govern-
ment must have charge of what is chargeable in
relation to its cond’ lon, and if it is in the hands of
Government officials it is not to be wondered that
it is subject to intervals of stagnation, for in America
a change of Government is at times the cause of
disastrous and evil consequences, as it affects all the
various ramifications of the Executive down to the
public scavenger. DBut it is pleasing to mnotice in
connection with this matter that the people are not
behind, for there are stored close by a great number
of donations for this paralysed public work—gifts
which represent all the prosperous provident and
beneficent institutions in the country, such as Free-
masons, Oddfellows, Foresters, Firemen, and many
these are chiefly in the form of

kindred societies
large blocks of marble, and on them are the emblems
of the craft, and mottoes, or the order represented,
some of them beautitully cut, and rust have been
forwarded there at great expense, and 1t must be very
annoying to the donors to have them snut up and
wasting their beauty in the desert air.

Not far from this is another building called the
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Smithsonian Institute, a building which the donor,
a Mr Swithson, intended to be devoted to scientific
and literary purposes, and situated on a very pretty
site, a part of the city which was at one time isolated
by a canal, which severed a large point of land where
the Potomac takes a very circuitous course, from the
mainland, but it is now filled up, and with great
benefit to the city. This enterprise, like the last, is
still unfinished, and, I presume, is a decided and true
misrepresentation of the will of the founder. The
house is there, and there is ample space in the house
for a large assembly to listen to a lecture. There is
a museum nominally, but T think it is doing justice
to the donor to say that it could not be his conception
of what a museum ought o be, for when we look at
the external magnificence of the building one is
sadly disappointed with the vapid, tame, and elemen-
tary look and character of the collection inside. The
grounds are quite in keeping with the character of
the institution, but the want of being smrounded
with proper fencing detracts also from one’s estimate
of the gift of the donor. I am not sure, but [ think
there is no library in this institute. I saw none, and
it seems a strange and incongruous matter that no
library should be there, when the chief objects in
relation to its establishment were of a literary and
scientific kind. There is a goodly body of ofticials

associated in the management of this institution,
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headed by the President the Union, and we in

charity suppose that it is well managed at least.  But
one cannot help thinking how much wiser, how much
more beneficent, would it ve been on the part of
the donor to have set acoing and completed such a
liberal work during his lifeiime, rather than have it
fall short, and be blurred 21 | curtailed by the acts of
trustees or regents, who at times look more to their
own emoluments than the object for which it was
founded, or the posthmmous fame of the donor.

The Navy Yard is reckoned a point of interest,
and is situated at a distance south of the city. This
branch of industry connected with the Executive of
the States is not confined aitogether to the Capital.
Philadelphia and New York share in this enterprise,
and these places are better adapted for it than the
shores of the Potomac.  There is, or was, a quiet and
unenterprising look about the whole works. There
was not a craft of any size or pretentions in or near
the docks or slips, save one steamer, which, T think,
was engaged in some of the minor or subordinate
services, such as the transporting ot heavy materials.
There were lots of canuons, mortars, shells, and other
kinds of engines that are used for purposes of war;
and while T was determined to discover if there really
was something worthy of being seen, the fire bells
were rung in such a manner that they might be
heard as far as Chesapeake Bay, and in an instant
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about five or six hundred men, with all the newest
appliances for fire extinguishing, and with steam-
engine flamning, and any number of hatchets, ladders,
huckets, coils, and officers, fifers, drummer, and bugler,
rushed like an army of locusts to a particular spot,
and e gan to fire away on the ]:ll'};(' wooiden shed
which confined the building-yard, and which was
about eighty feet high, and the steam-engine sent the
water over the shed easily. Then, after they had
thoronghly soaked the whole for a short time, the
bugler sounded the “retreat,” or “cease firing,” and
the steam business was at an end. These fire drills
tuke place every now and again, and qualify the
workmen to operate on fires with great rapidity. T
think about seven minutes served to put the engine
at full steam, and at times it looked as if it would
leap off the ground.

There are some very fine churches in this city, and
the church-going Americans devote much care, time,
and money to them. I accompanied a gentleman to
the church where Mr U. S. Grant, the President, sits,
expecting to see him there; as I failed to do so at
the time, T called at the Executive Mansion, but I
was doomed to disappointment for a second time,
but there were creater losses at «“ Bunker’s Hill,” and
[ thoucht no more about it. The manner of con-

ducting services was the same as in the Rev. Mr




T4 THE STATES AND CANADA.

Beecher’s; a subordinate did the subordinate or
niinor duties, and the person who preached did that
duty only. It was not the pastor of the church, for
he was in Europe at the time, and a notice was
read that he had sailed from DBritain homewards,
and might be expected on the following Sunday,
Nearly all the clergymen in the well-to-do churches
in the cities were on the Continent of Europe this
year, and on the other side I saw many who were
doing the States from Europe

The population of Washington is about double that
of Greenock. There are some sixty-two churches,
which is double that of this town. There are no
manufactures of any kind carried on, and the Navy
Yard is the only public work in the place. The
better class of dwelling-houses are built with brick
and stone, but there are many, very many, of the
houses built with wood, and these houses change
their sites easily, when any occasion demands such
a change; and they very often lift a brick house and
build a storey below, and thus pursue the opposite
tack to that of builders in this country. I saw a
public market at Georgetown which was lifted up
in this way, and there was not a crack in the plaster-
work in the inside when it was completed. The
building would be fifty or sixty feet long, and twenty-

five or so broad. There is a large proportion of the
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population black, but T will refer to this new element
of American citizenship again when I see a little
more of it, and in the meantime T will take the cars
in the direction of the old capital and Baltimore, and
take farewell of the « Federal City.”




CHAPTER VIIL

BALTIMORE.
AFPTER a run of two hours or so we arrived at
Baltimore. It was near midnight, and the place, so

far as one could sce, for there was only enough of
licht in the streets to make darkuness visible, was
not possessed of features strikingly charming; and
the contrast between this place and Washington was
enhanced by the great disparity in the width ot the
streets, which could be easily noticed even in the
dark; and after coursing along a number of them, I
was set down at the end of a street, which was the
nearest point to my hotel—“The Fountain,” I think
it was called—and after crossing two blocks I was at
the end of my journey for the day. As it was even
too late for making enquiries regarding the succeeding
day’s operations, 1 consigned myself, a solitary
fraction, to the great company who were “a’ noddin’”
in the quarters around. There was a considerable
difference in the quality of my dormitory from the
last, but one of my friends who directed my steps to
this place was responsible for that, and as my pro-
gramme would not allow me to tabernacle for any

lencth of time here, it did not matter much. So
{ :
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having extinguished the « light of other days,” which
was carried from the down stairs portion of the hotel,
1 wrapt myself in the sunmer coverings of my couch
and waited for the morning. 1 had g¢ot into a room
in the back part of the hotel, and when morning
dawned I was regaled with a succession of “wood
notes wild.” There must have been a flock of all
kinds of birds and beasts, and if 1 had been within a

reasonable distance of “chanticleer” 1T would have

shanged his tune and destroyed the discordant

wedley which was being discoursed in the hack yard

to my disgust and annoyance. So I thought the

best thing I could do was to walk abroad and see the
strange surroundings and beauti . if such were in
the place T would be obliged to spend one day in at

least.

When I began my work of inspection, I found my
hotel was located in what I thought the oldest, and
judged the most crowded part of the city, and I was
anxious to seek for some more open and modern
locality. So I started off, but in my progress I found
matters began to assume a worse aspect, tor [ dis-
covered my route was in the direction of the harbom
and the further I proceeded in this course the less
likelihood was there of my success; so I changed
nmy course along a street which had a considerable

incline, as I was anxious to gain some elevated posi-

tion where I could see at a glance the configuration
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of the land, and the extent to which it was peopled ;
and learning that there was close by a monument of
Washington, T sought it out and at once began my
perilous ascent. T have been on many such heights,
but the task of scaling this monument has cured me
of trying any like enterprise again, for in the staircase,
from top to bottom, there is not a single opening for
the admission of air or licht, and one has to cheer his
path with the solitary rays of an oil lamp, and the
resident odours left by former excelsiors, engaged on
the same mission, were calculated to stifle all one’s
aspirations to get up in that part of he world. But
when once up—the object once attained, and attained
by labour at times threatening to exhaust your
energies—you feel that the enjoyment is enhanced in
proportion.  From this point the whole country lies

open to the cireuit of your gaze: the sloping hills
beginning to clothe themselves in the variegated tints
of autumn ; the Paptapsco reflecting the broad glare
of the morning sun, and dotted with its coasting
fleet of steam and sailing vessels, and the busy
harbour, its chequered housetops, its spires, its
minarets, and cathedral dome with gilded cross, its
public marts, hotels, and banking houses, densely
packed in squares and solid blocks. The streets are
all narrow and long, and the houses in the principal
streets very high, having the effect of making them
look narrower than they really are. There are some fine
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BALTIMORE.

shops and several magnificent hotels, but the narrow
dirty streets defract from every object that comes in
contact or juxtaposition with them. There is much
bustle and commercial activity in the business parts
of the city. The harbours are crowded, and indica-
tious exist everywhere of prosperity and industry.
But one cannot see the solidity about any of the
docks or harbours which characterise such structures
in our ports at home; they have plenty of granite,
but they seem to prefer piles of wood to piles of
stone work for such purposes, and they have a very
superficial and dirty appearance.

The streets of Baltimore are a study of themselves,
It must be one of those cities, the earlier settlers
in which have kept close to the type of the streets in
in the Old World, where ground is usually dear, for T
don’t remember seeing one sufficiently broad to run
two lines of tramway rails on; and the city seems to
be built on a suceession of hills of no great dimen-
sions, which give it a peculiar look. TIn the lower
parts of the city the drains must be quite inadequate
for their functions at times, for the curbstones are
nearly a foot high, «nd at some places a row of step-
ping-stones is laid acioss from one side of the street
to the other to enable one to pass when floods take
possession of the streets; or it may be the case that
they have not introduced the underground common
sewer, but just allow the streets themselves to carry
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off the drainage, and make them serve instead, and

n that case they will have ample ventilation for

these common sewers, and will he exe mpt from that

perplexing question.

Close I:‘\‘ the Washington
buildings, and some ol
Herve, is a building

monument are some

ery fine the wealthiest
itizens live in this locality.
a city hall, a present to

Mr Peabody, and i

Baltinore by )\
ve, is a splendid lecture-hall, elegantly

resembling the citizens of

worthy of the

donor, 111
fitted up, and commodious rostrum and retiring
rooms, and there is also a free library, containing

50,000 volumes. It is, I believe, next in extent to
the library in the Capitol, which they are pleased to
call a public library, but it is not a free library, and

numbers 180,000 volumes, and includes the library

of the Supreme Court as well.

ht which deserves commendation in

i

The only s
Baltimore is the fine public park, which is called the

« Druids’ Park.” It is out on the outskirts of the

city, and the tramway cars run into the centre of it,

sitors going in

but not by the principal entrance.
by the side are apt to miss the sight of the main
,,,,, \t it there is a fine vateway of stone, but
not elaborately ornamented, rather a common-looking

one, and when you pass through you get a glimpse of

character of the grounds, which aie

the extent and
wooded,

seven hundred acres in extent, beautifully
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and furnished with every requirement of a public
Iun']\'. Along the sides of the principal walks at
entering are forty immense vases, raised on pedestals,
in all about twelve feet high, and the vases arve filled
with Indian cress and other kinds of creepers, which
fall down over the pedestal, and slope across the
banks of the side walks. At one time you are
coursing along the banks of an extensive lake, with
small parties of pleasure-seekers in boats, engaged in
a hunt after the birds which are skimming the
waters ; and at another you are threading your way
through a maze of tall trees, forming ‘one continuous
high arborial arch, under which you cool and regale
yourself to fit you for fresh discoveries by woods and
groves. And, anon, you enter a labyrinth, with
figures hedged in on all sides, with high and fragrant
walls, and under foot a fapis vert of rich and heavy
fold, whose meshes are vocal with swarms of busy
saltatorie, which sparkle in the sun as you tread
your way over their dwellings ; and then some curi-
ously-constructed Chinese temple is passed, rich in
variety of bright colours, and grotesque and fanciful
form, a temple of Apollo, around which thousands
are wont on holidays to crowd, and let the sweet
sounds of music creep into their ears and bask in the
fragrance of the generous zephyrs, as they come
loaded with the sweets from this lovely garden of

Nature. The walks take you by quiet retreats where
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&

you can while away the day in dreamy solitude; or
by the clusters of juveniles, showily clad in Oriental
style, and busy at croquet or other pastimes; or
throngh the covered sylvan paths ornamented with
rockery, rustic bridges and chairs; or by the foun-

tains with their shoals of shiny and tiny fishes,

sparkling like fireflies in the trembling and crystal

flakes from the jet d’eaw above. After ascending to
the halcony over the refreshment rooms, where a
good view of the park, with its lakes, streams, water-
falls, cardens, and temples is got, you take the car,
which comes close up to this point, leaving by the
side ‘gates or entrances, where another car is found to
take you to the city. And now the city, which was
formerly an object of little attraction, has become an
object you feel disposed to avoid after seeing the fairy
garden of the “Druids’ Park,” so your thoughts are of
having vour bageage checked and taking the road for
the ancient capital. With this outline of proceeding
rouchly sketched the hotel is reached, and our slen-
der labilities adjusted, we seek the cars, get once
more upon the line, and feel some satisfaction of
having seen, and more of having left, one of the
dirtisst cities in the Union.

Asusual, we are taken along a succession of streets,
preceded with the music of the great bell on the
engine, and shortly we are steaming over bridges and
swamps in the direction of Pennsylvania. We pass
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Aberdeen, and by-and-bye we halt, and in an instant
the car, which before was almost empty, is filled to
suffocation with the sons and daughters of slaves,

and the little light which the scanty globes before
aftorded is totally absorbed by this new importation.
I' had heard of these savages attacking white men
partly for mere aniusement, and if any such disposi-
tion should be evinced by this lot, the chances were
dU in favour of “Dblack;” but we learned that these
were “good niggers,” and we were disposed to look
on them in not such a “dark light.” T say we
learned, and our information was to the effect that
they were just returned from a camp meeting, which
1. believe outherods Herod in some of its features.
When some of the darkies get inspired their exclama-
tions and declamations are vivid and very sparkling.
This one could believe, for their volubility was some-
thing surpassing the conception of a person of medium
calibre. Perhaps it would be too much to say that

9

1t

was language, without saying it was language of a
kind, of that kind we sometimes call “jargon "—a
sort of chattering with an element of music in it.
Much din and little else, but the oft-repeated sounds
of something like “ tony,” “ casa,” and “ doMy,” made
us feel we were in the company of distinguished
individuals, and we could not help thinking that in
all likelihood we were in the presence of Mark
‘ntony, Julius Ceesar, and Gustavus Adolphus, and
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we began to look round to see it the fair descendant
of the Ptolemies was not among the crew; but the
light was insufficient to enable us to discover any
element which could ally itself with the personnel
of that fair Egyptian, and we gave it up, and were
beginning to look at their tra’ts of character in con-
nection with some of the aspects of natural philo-
sophy submitted by Smiilic, Lord Monboddo, and
Darwiu, when the train stopped, and as by that uni-
formity of instinct which is an ingredient in the
constitution of some of the creatures which herd
together, they disappeared in a mass. This had the
effect of disposing us more thoroughly for a course
of contemplative thought, which is attended in its
action with an indefinite number of “whys” and
“hows.”  We thought that in the war of races the
preservation of the negro race was a miracle, and yet
it was not so. It certainly was so in a country
where a bold, hardy, generous and warlike race like
the aborigines of the land had disappeared before the

progress of civilisation which accompanied the march
of the white man into the interior of his former
abode; and there we have the negro full in the enjoy-
ment of civil and political freedom and privileges,
while the other suffers extirpation and death. And
if we ask how or why it is for a lifetime, we could

but receive one answer, and that is, because he was a
slave. And that answer involves a thousand facts.
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The most prominent one is, as a ration they are unfit
to take care of themselves. And when President
Lincoln delivered his notable speech in the Senate,
and when the nation accepted the responsibility of
giving the nigger his freedom, they thought not that
they had rongh-hewn to themselves a problem on
the facade of the great fabric of their constitution
which would task all their legislative wisdom and
their administrative acumen and dexterity to finish
the details and make them acceptable to the diverse
elements which constitute their Republic. Of course
it would be too much to expect the same generation
te denounce its own act, seeing there is so much to
cause them to do the opposite; or even to admit that
they had committed a mistake, which T have no
doubt many think now, although they are not ready
to say so. On the principle that everything is fair
in war, the North fulminates an edict, in which they
declare the servants of the slave-owning States free,

with the view of embarassing the action of the South

in the battle-field, and perpetrating an act of robbery

under the guise of a supposed right of government,
and thereby reducing many in the South to a state
bordering on heggary, through tke loss of their pro-
perty ; and no compensation is thought of or given
to those who have lost their whole, and who had
their claims disposed of under the plea .that they

were rebels, and might be thankful of being left in
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the possession of their own heads.  How different wa
the case of our own country. When we wanted to

get quit of the stain connected with the guilt asso-

ciated with the trade, we bargained with the owne
and paid him the commercial value, and set the
negroes free. But the Yankee in his ‘cuteness con-
ceived his purchase would be too dear at any money
value, and he adopted the least expensive, by making
it a necessity of the dispute, though it was not
primarily an element in it, for at the same time the
political value of a coloured citizen was reckoned in

the statute book at three-fifths that of a white man.
It has been said that history repeats itself. We
have seen that the Americans have in many instances
associated themselves in idea with the early Republics.
The Lacedemonians, like them, had their helots, and
they at one time affected to confer rights on then,
which they found afterwards ill-accorded with the
name and prestige of these heroic Spartans, and
almost as soon as they were invested were they
divested of them, for reasons much the same as
are found in America to-day, and these chiefly by
the importance with which they have become inflated
in connection with their electoral power. The niguers
are tavoured and courted for their vote, and promises
made to them which inspire them with ideas of being
senators and members of Congress; but their £ pluri-
bus wnuit does not read in that way,and it is a ques-
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tion if ever they will allow it to do so. They are
not the children of the land, which might have
weight, if they were so, in securing perpetual immu-
nities to them’; but they are not, and their labour is
irregular and unavailable, their conduct is brutish,
and there are frequently contests, arvising out of

nothing but the question of colour, which end in

bloodshed, and most like will end some day in the

extinction of the race, so far as America is concerned.
The Americans are a hard-working people, and they
and the blacks are ill-paired in this particular; at
the intervals ac meals the one has a newspaper, while
the other, like a pig, is snoring his precious time
away uuder the burning rays of the sun, and he
looks quite at home in that condition; anything but
work.  And he is sure to be found in a variety of
enterprises where the easiest kind of labour is wanted.
They are found in bands perambulating the country
and delineating the felicity of their condition when
living upon the plantation in the South, and some-
times on a begging excursion to other lands, singing
a kind of spiritual comic songs, but always in charge
of some pale face; for it is an indispensable feature
in their social economy to have some sowe one to
take them in charge. This may be to obviate a diffi-
culty they often experience—that of being denied
admittance to railway cars, &e., which looks like a
hardship, but goes to show that the black ingredient
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of Republicanism is not relished, and will be dis-
pensed with by those arbitrary masters who are shut
up from taking any action till the facts of the late
rebellion are partially forgotten. But the lamps of
the old capital are beginning to flicker in the
distance, and the waters of the Delaware are
reflecting the lights on the many wharves on the
curve of the river, and the dim outlines of the
Quaker City are getting stronger and stronger, the
lights brichter and brighter, and the bhig bell rings
out its warning voice, and shortly the train is at rest,
and crowds are getting on the tramway cars, and fol-
lowing the example of “the lave,” we mount, and set
off for our hotel after our ride from Baltimore.
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CHAPTER VIIL

PHILADELPHIA.

Ir the historian, the antiquarian, or the philologist
were in quest of a field for enterprising labour, T
think the ancient capital of the Union would be
about the best that he could select, for T think no
modern city is equal to their wants in the way of
furnishing the amount of materials. Tn point of his-
toric interest the old capital of the Union will always
hold a first place, for there is much connected with
the history of it which will always secure for it a
prominent place among the cities of the Union.
When we come to institute inquiries, our interroga-
tions are met by a string of replies almost too nu-
merous to transfer to the memory, and to retain
them there. One name is so closely associated with
this track of country that one instinctively wishes to
know how the sagacious Quaker is so prominently
before you wherever you go, and as the incidents ex-
planatory of this are worthy of being recited, it may
be as well to state that that portion of America called
the State of Pennsylvania was handed over to the
Penn family in, or as payment of, a debt by Charles
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the Second, in the exercise of the “ Right Divine” he
so scrupulously contended for, and William Penn, a
hundred and ninety years ago went out to take pos-
session of it, which he did; planned a city on what
he considered the most advantageous spot, constructed
a code, and appointed an executive in conjunction
with himself for the conduct of civil affairs.

But during this time there was one important and
striking transaction which fell to be consummated.

The land, though sold by the King to Admiral Penn,
was possessed by the aborigines of the country, and
Penn had to treat with these people, so as to let him
have undisturbed possession, and this negotiation has
its record preserved on a stone called “The Penn
Treaty Monument,” which is inseribed with the words,
“Treaty Ground of William Penn and the Indian
Nation, 1682,” and concludes with the words, “ Un-
broken Faith.” We may ask why so many of the
subsequent treaties between the Indian and American
cannot have the “ Unbroken Faith” added to them ?
In the name of the State itself we discover much
that is indicative of the kind of land Penn found
when Le landed in the “ blue anchor.” About a year
before the occasion which I refer to, the name, which
is something akin to the term “Penn’s Garden,” at
once brings up a land of forests, and this is fully
borue out in the name of the streets, which, I believe,

were so named; and so far as we can judge there
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must have been quite a variety in that part of th
country. The streets generally run at right angles.
Those running from east to west have names, and
those running across are by numbers, and on a fixed
principle; for intance, from Frent to First Street ex-
hausts the first 100, and at Second Street begins 200,
the odd numbers on one side, the even numbers on
the other, and it matters not whether the whole
numbers between the hundreds are exhausted or not,
the Third, Fourth, or Fifth Streets begin the fourth
or fifth hundred, as the case may be, and by this
arrangement, if one knows the number sought, you
can go to the nearest point to it from any part of
the city by car or foot, and as the cars have the
names of streets on them through which they run,
the city is easily overtaken. The streets which are
main arteries of the city are named Alder, Aspen,
Almond, Beech, Cedar, Cherry, Chesnut, Elm, Fil-
bert, Jessamine, Linden, Myrtle, Olive, Pire, Poplar,
Sycamore, Spruce, Vine, Walnut, Willow; and one
can see from these variety was not awanting, and you
can see as great a variety as you like in the condition
of the streets. The causeway of the great majority
of the streets is very inferior to our own, but is simi-
lar to the streets in other towns and eities in the
Union; but there are some of the finest pavements
on the chief streets I ever saw, composed of granite,
containing from 70 to 80 cubic feet of rough dressed
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flags and the curb of the scme material ; generally
there is but one car on the narrow street, and the cars
on that street all run in the same direction, and if
you want to go in the opposite you must go to the
next block, and you will find the same cars going
the opposite way. On many of the streets, though
comparatively narrow, there are trees planted along
their entire length, which give them a handsome
appearance; but when a fine building is on one of
these its attractiveness suffers very much, and very
many of the best buildings in the city are so placed;
but the finest buildings are all on open spaces, and
there are very many of these, but some of the build-
ings whose outsides are not very attractive, are very
interesting on account of their historical connections
and associations. They will point out to you the
house where the first American flag was made ; the
house that stands where Penn landed, where his own
house stood, which only lately digsappeared; the
church where he worshipped ; and the first house of
Parliament, the old “ Carpenter’s Hall,” and  Inde-
pendence Hall,” the hall where the “ Continental
Congress ” held its first sitting on the day after the
bombardment of Boston took place by the troops
of the King of Great Britain and Ireland, and

where declaration of independence was made, and

which was subsequently used by the British troops
as barracks, and was afterwards used as a bank, but
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is now used to hold the “memories of the past,” in
the form of anything which is a memento of these
stirring times, or of men who played a part in the
great scenes of the nation’s liberty from the galling
yoke of Dritish bondage ; a considerable number of
portraits of American warriors and statesmen, from
Washington to Lincoln. The old bell which rang
out a merry peal at the time of the declaration of In-
dependence on the 4th of July, 1776, is consigned
among the relics of these fiery times. There is a
hall upstairs, and in this hall Washington delivered
his farewell address, when he left the sword to return
to the plough, like the Greek and Roman heroes of
old. On the top of this building there is a spire, but
I never aspired to mount any height after Washing-
ton column at Baltimorz. Off this one, it is said,
you can get a good view of the city, but T doubt it,
as it is no height, and, so far as T could learn, there
was no elevation in Philadelphia where there is access
to view the land, at least of that kind. Opposite this
building, on the pavement, is a statue of Washington
encircled with a rail of iron, for this is the most
public place in the city. The General Post Office is
close by, but it is unworthy of a remark; but a new
one is in course of erection, and, if 1 mistake not,
was the third or fourth instance of a like kind T had
noticed in the cities of the Union, and they are all
magnificent buildings. Another memento of the
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qarly days of the Union is the grave of the Philo-

sopher Franklin, in a modest, homely spot by the
With nothing but the iron feneing

public highway.
of the churchyard between, can be seen the grave of

Franklin and his wife, as they repose beneath the

shadow of the overhanging branches of a tree, and a

large stone slab reveals to the traveller the rest.ng-

place of the great citizen of the world.
In this city there ave some finer buildings than are
There are several

to be seen out of the capital.
newspaper offices that equal the Herald office in New
Vork, and the leading businesses in the city have

warcliouses and offices which are examples of archi-

tecture, and stand very high, if they can be excelled
The bauks, hotels, and theatres, of which

anywhere.
there are six; museums, libraries, and scientific insti-

tutions, coileges and churches, benevolent institutions,
There is a library for

cemeteries, and public parks,
the use of apprentices, and a school of design for

There are hospitals and asylums, mints, ar-

WOILICIL
senals, docks, navy yards, sugar refineries, s
to refer to but a few,

v .

hipbuild-

ing yards. It is not possible :
and T will take a college for the first, as the donor,

from the extent of his benefaction, is entitled to pre-
is called after the donor,

('U(l( nce. '}‘hk,‘ €t ?11(““‘&'
“ Girard College,” which, with its surroundings, is

built on forty-five acres, and cost 200,000 dollars.in

construction. The building is of white marble, and

col
tw
rla
rece
and
sing

rom

hom
The
}L‘D’U
orph
SIX
educ
ﬂw:\'
libra
of th
and ;
relics
stead

thino




hilo-
the
cing
e ()f
the
nd a

Lng-

| are
veral
New
have
rchi-
elled
shich
insti-
tions,
y for
n for
s, ar-
yild-
L few,
lonor,
) lﬂ‘c-
lonor,
t_;'.i, .L.:
s 1n

, and

PHILADELPHIA.

95

said to be finest specimen of Greecian architecture in
America. | Tt is much like the temple of Diana at
Ephesus or at Magnesia, or the temple of Virtue and

Honour at Rome, or rather like the latter tl

as tie
colonnade is a single row of columns, whereas the
two former “ud double colonnades. The pediment is
plain, there is no figure design of any kind in the
recess, there is only a single modillion on the cornice,
and no enrichment on the freize; there is only a
single door on the facade, and the steps are continued
round the whole building. TIn the vestibule there is
a statue of the donor in white marble, and he looks a

homely and eccentric person, as I believe he was.
The funds at the disposal of the trustees of the col-
lege enable them to educate about five hundred
orphans, from the white population only, aged frem
six to ten years, and they are clothed, fed, and
educated until they are eighteen years of age, when
they must leave. In the wards of the colleue are
libraries and museums, where specimens of the work
of the students are seen, class rooms and lecture hall;
and in an apartment on the top floor are scen the
relics of the domor’s houschold—old-fashioned bed-
stead, chairs, tables, pictures, and a variety of such
things as were found in houses in the world, when

men did not spend all their means in such ti

nngs as

itbours, but

uch purposes, like old

re caleulated to astonish their

could save somethine for




96 THE STATES AND CANADA.

Stephen Girard. On the top of this college a fine
view of the country is got, and we observe that the
college is laid on the roof with tiles of white marble,
and the gross weight of what covers the roof is with-
in a fraction of 1,000 tons. Round the main build-
ings are the residences of the students, and the
grounds are laid out in a tasteful manner; and in the
vard is a monument raised to a number of the stu-
dents who fell in the war between the North and
South. It is like a little temple supported on four
pillars, and inside is a statue of a volunteer, fally
equipped, and on a pannel are the names of the young
men who fell, and the battles they were engaged in.
There are splendid walks and drives in the park,
and the whole is enclosed with massive walls.
Such is one of the benefactions of Stephen Girard.
The second is in the very heart and centre of the
busiest part of the city, where several acres of land
which belonged to him have been built upon, and the
ground rents go by virtue of his settlement to lessen
the taxation of the city; and some of his estates,
which have improved since he died, will, T presume,
be devoted to increase these benefactions or create
others. There are several buildings which one can
also mention so as to give an idea of the quality of
the city, but to describe would require a volume to
do so satistactorily. The first I will mention is the
Horticultural Hall, which, I believe, was the first of
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the kind in the country. The style of the building
is what I would be inclined to call Grecian rustic,
and is a massive, handsome building. T believe
when their floral and pomological displays take
place, they can fill the immense auditorium to suffo-
cation. Close by is the Academy of Music, the
largest opera-house in the United States. The build-
ing is an elegant onc, in the Italian type of the By-
zantine school. The hall is nearly 200 by 200, and
70 feet high, and will seat nearly 3,000 persons.
Then, again, there is the Academy of Natural
Science, an ample-looking building, in the style of
Gothic architecture, with all the various class-rooms.
lecture-room, and offices. The library contains about

23,000 volumes, and the museum about 250,000 spe-

cimens in the departments of zoology, geology, and
botany, and 65,000 of mineral fossils. The botanical
collection is said to be exceeded only by the collec-
tion in the British Museum, and the collection of
birds is both rich and attractive.

I'was desirous to discover if there was any Fine Art
collection in the city, but I was told that that depart-
ment of art was in a sort of tramsitory state ; the old
Fine Art gallery was defunct, and the new one was
unfinished, so the pictures could not be seen. 1
don’t know what that meant, but I was unsuccessful
in seeing any pictures anywhere in the States. This
new building could not be seen except on the plans,

H
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but it will be worthy of the city when completed,
and the next time T go back I will probably be more
successful in the Fine Art line; but it is likely if 1
had seen that I would not have seen something else,
for where there is so much to see, and one’s time
limited, that must of necessity be the case.

One of the three mints which produce the circulat-
ing medium of the States is here in one of the chief
streets of the city, and is an object of attraction ; but
as the engraver and the printer have been chiefly en-
gaged on the American money for a number of years,
the mint was scarcely of as much interest as it would
have been had the opposite been the case. T did not
see them engaged on any kind of the present metal-
lic currency, but preparing sheets of metal for the
dies.  There is a museum upstairs, and in it the coins
of every country in the globe are to be scen. The
building itself is not a large one. It resembles a
church, looking at it from the front, but when one
sees the lmmense tall chimney standing up through
the centre of it, your idea of an ecclesiastical struc-
ture evaporates in the smoke. The front of it stands
close to the line of street, and is surrounded with a
rail.

There is a magnificent cathedral church in one of
the streets, and it is a building of considerable merit
and grandeur. The dome rises over 200 feet high,
and is surmounted with a large gilded cross. Tt is
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cruciform, and the style is & mixture of the Greek
and Roman. In the inside are gorgeous religious
accessories, and there are frescoes by Siguor C. Bru-
midi, who painted the frescoes in the Capitol at
Washington ; and it is designated the Cathedral of
St. Peter and St. Paul.  In the outskirts of the city
there is a college or seminary called after St. Charles
Borromeo. Methinks I hear some one say, Who is
he?  St. Peter we know, and St. Paul we know, but
who is St. Charles Borromeo? I thought myself T
had fallen in with him somewhere before, either in
the Cathedral of Milan or the Basilica Ambrosiane
in that same city—a gentleman evidently of precious
and eminent qualities, for all that can or could he
conserved of him—mnamely, the bones—are to be
found in one of the places named, robed in the rarest
and costliest costume, composed of gold and silver,
with chains, rings and crozier studded with brilliants
and precious gems, and enshrined or encased in a
crystal casket ; and to this half-human half-artificial
idol do thousands in Ttaly bow the knee and pour
out the stream of their devotional ignorance before the
skeleton of this fictitious saint. T would not have
made this deviation had I not been impressed with
the idea that there are very many who have never
heard of St. Carlo Borromeo. And one can see the
estimate of his worth as accepted by the people who
reared this fine seminary. It is in the Italian style,

McMASTER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
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and must have cost a large sum of money. T hope
the influence of the teaching by the students who are
reaved here will do more for America than they have
done for Ttaly.

The villas of the merchant princes of Philadelphia
are beautiful specimens of architecture. This was
the only place where I saw one of these composed of
white marble, and when set off on a background of
fine trees and well-disposed shrubbery, had a spark-
ling effect in the mellow light of a summer evening.
Here, as in the other large American cities, there is
a public park, and they say it is the largest in the

States ; but for beauty and effect they are disposed

to place the Central Park in New York before it
The public park in Philadelphia, or Fairmount, as it
is called, has the advantage of any park that T saw,
for the river Schuylkill and one of its tributaries are
in part enclosed in the grounds of the park, which
malke it one of the nearest approaches to a fairy scene
which can be found anywhere. In the park are found
large squares or openings, and in their centres are
found monuments of notable statesmen and ecitizens,
and these rare and incomparable works of art are
fenced in with varied and skilfully arranged works
of arborial and floricultural art. The river is spanned
with light and airy-looking bridges, consonant with
all that is seen about. Boat-houses, refreshiment cafés,
open drives along the banks of the Wissahickon—all
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richly wooded with tall patriarchal-looking pines, and
replete with natural beauties and enhanced with the
various works of art which are usual in these places.
There are many cemeteries in and around the city.
Some of them have a mixed proprietary—others be-
long to bodies, such as Oddfellows—and others to
trades, such as engineers; but these are marked by
the absence of those rich works which we see in some
of the others. In Woodbine Cemetery there is a
mausoleum in the form of a close temple, surrounded
with a parapat, and it is allowed to be the finest of
that character in the country. One can see an iso-
lated building of rare beauty here and there in various
places, but the finest as a whole to be seen in the
States is the Greenwood Cemetery at Brooklyn. There
is nothing can touch it anywhere out of Pere la Chase,
at Paris. The churches in Philadelphia are very
varied in styles of architecture. Some ancient, and
the modern ones are costly and reflect an amount of
credit on the members, and enrich the city in no ordi-
nary degree. There is one built of white marble, and
recently finished, which is quite a gem. It is a Gothic
building, has a fine spire, and rich tracery running
through and dividing the painted and stained glass
windows, the light and shadow streaming across the
buttresses. The ornate and fancy work on the roof,
sparkling with its dotted burnished and irregular
fretted ridges, form a very pleasing contrast to the
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CHAPTER IX.

MASONIC TEMPLE

AT PHILADELPHIA.
As T indicated formerly, there is a special interest
associated with everything in this place on account of
being the early capital of the Union; but apart from
the interest with which we may regard Philadelphia
on account of her former political position, there is
another which is regarded as paramount to that, for it
is, so to speak, the capital of the brethren of the
“mystic tie "—Freemasonry. This fact has been
made doubly conspicuous lately, on account of the
Masons of Pennsylvania having built an enormous
temple, at the cost of somewlere about £300,000.
This large building, without any other facts before
one, would confirm the opinion that the number of
masons was very great in and about Philadelphia.
Indeed the brethren in this country have very little
conception of the character of this institution in
America, and especially in this city, where the breth-
ren number 12,000 alone, and in the State somewhere
about 30,000. Twenty years ago the craft completed
a fine temple for their use, in one of the finest sites
in the city, and have occupied it during that time.
Six years ago it was found to be too small for their




104 THE STATES AND CANADA.

accommodation, and they resolved to build a larger
one, and this building, which has just been finished
and consecrated, has no equal in the world. There
are 59 lodges in the city which meet in the temple,
according to the various degrees, and the arrange-
ments are such as to allow all to meet according to
their degrees in Masonry. The ground on which the
temple stands costs about £30,000. The site is one
of the finest in the city, being at a corner of one of
the principal squares, and in company with some of
the finest buildings in the city. Close by this edifice
they are busy putting up a block of buildings for
civic purposes which measures over four hundred
feet square. T think they are to be of granite. I
only saw the finished drawing of them. The architect
is a Scotchman, and is named Macarthur. And near
to it again the Academy of Fine Arts is in course of
erection ; alongside of it the new Methodist Episco-
pal Chapel stands, which is of white marble, so that
the surroundings are quite consonant with the mag-
nificent temple of the ancient craft. The corner-
stone was laid five years ago, and as a matter of
course a fine display was made at the time, and the
gavel which was used on the occasion was the one
with which General Washington laid the corner-
stone of the Capitol in Washington city. The stone
itself weighed ten tons, and many valuable masonic
relics were deposite;l in the cavity. There was a
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larger fragment of the foundation-stone from Solomon’s
rished ; Temple, which was dug from beneath the mosque of

There ' Omar, and a piece of marble from the golden gate of
ample, ;i King Solomon’s Temple. It also contained a piece

range- : of stone from the foundation of the temple at Jeru-
ing to salem, and a piece of one of the cedars of Lebanon.
ch the This gigantic building is bounded by four streets, its
is one length is 200 feet and 150 feet broad, and it seems
one of to be, locking at it from the outside, three storeys

yme of high ; but the tower, whick is the great feature of
edifice the building, is 250 feet high, and rises straight from

1gs for : its own foundation, which is 30 feet below the line
undred : of pavement on the top, and at the angles of this

ite. I : tower are four turrets. On looking at these from the
rchitect 4 street they looked dwarfed, but they are about 36

1d near - feet high. There is a small tower at the opposite
yurse of ; front angle, which terminates in a sort of battlement,

Episco- i with four turrets, and there are numerous turrets on

so that " the central portion of the building, and one at each
e mag- | corner. The style of the building is Norman,

corner- : and there is a breadth and massiveness about it

atter of : which is imposing, and conveys an idea of stability
and the : and grandeur. The building of this temple was

the one effected in the same manner as the Temple at Jeru-
corner- salem. There was no sound of hammer or tool
1e stone heard, the stones having been dressed and made
masonic - ready for their places in the quarry or some place
2 was a away from the city, and none but Freemasons were
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engaged on the work during its execution. The
entire facade of the building is a work of great merit
and masterly architectural elaboration, defying any
thing like description, especially from one whose
theme is not architecture alone. The doorway or
porch is singularly so. I mean the main entrance,
for, like Solomon’s Temple, this one has three en-
trances—an east, west, and south. The western is
the grand entrance, and is deeply recessed to allow
of ornamentation on the stonework, which is a deep
and richly-carved arch of granite, with open balcony
above.

Suppose we enter from the main entrance, we pass
through massive and carefully constructed doors, and
are ushered into the vestibule of the temple at once,
and on either side are seen sphynxes, the Egyptian
symbols or representations of Wisdom, Strength, an:l
Beauty, and the fixtures for lighting the entrance are
novel and curious in their construction. The main
hall from this sweeps right through the building, and
is laid with marble tiles in white and black, and an
ornamental border surrounding the end. All along
and up the stair runs a base or dado of polished
marble, and the same in the lobbies, halls, and pas-
sages. The stairway is a massive iron structure,
having iron railing and handrail of ebony. The steps
of the stair are easy in ascending, and they are all
padded with indiarubber pads, which is suggestive.
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As you enter, the first symbolic figure which attracts
vour attention is that ot Silence, which stands in the
way as you seek the teaching for which the novice or
candidate is in quest. A fine effect is produced on the
stair and hall by having the way overhead covered
with stained glass, which throws its light of varied
colour on the objects below. On the upper stair hall
are placed three figures in a recumbent position.
These are the graces—ZFaith, Hope, and Charity—
while the figure below stands with two fingers on her
lip, indicating that to see and hear are the duties of
the novice ; when he ascends to higher and loftier
teachings words are imperative. In the stained-glass
window on the front side of the hall above are the

various emblazonings of the various degrees of the

craft, examples of rare vitrious art. On the arch are
the jewels denoting the progressive steps of the
fraternal labours of the craft, and representative
statues of their position in Faith, Hope, Charity,
Wisdom, Strength and Beauty ; and below, in a circle
surrounding him who was learned in all the wisdom
of the Egyptian, as he stands beside the burning
bush, are the words in connection with the antiquity
of the Order, “ Sit lux et luz fuit.”

In describing the interior of the building, perhaps
it would be well to take the pure Masonic order;
and, suiting the action to the word, we must descend
to the basement and come gradually to the upper
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parts of the temple. Down below, on a level with
the foundation of the tower, there is a well of pure
water, and there is an engine of eight horse-power to
force up the water through the entire building ; and
adjacent to the various halls are eight beautiful
fountains, constructed in keeping with the character
of the buildizg and of the various apartments. The
pipes are so arranged in the lower depths that iced
or hot water can be got to suit any occasion, and
thus one of the first principles is inculcated and
given effect to, on one of the fountains near the
Asylum of the Knight Templars, in the words—If
any man thirst let him come unto me and drink.”

T may state that the interior of the building has
been so constructed that the principal halls are speci-
mens or examples of the various schools or styles of
architecture, and the furnishings, accessories, and
decorations are all completed to accord with their
styles. In coming up from the basement storey we
are necessitated to take the subordinate halls or
lodges. These are three, as they are arranged, the
Egyptian being first on account of its antiquity, and
on either side are the Norman and Tonic. The Egyp-
tian hall is 65 feet long and 50 wide, and 30 feet
high, and is the only perfect specimen of Egyptian
architecture in America. It looks an extraordinary
room on account of the massive and peculiar style of
the Egyptian period. The furniture of this apart-

.
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ment is also characteristic ; the Master’s throne and
chair are weighty and imposing, and are gilded ebony.
His pedestal, standing at his right hand, is flanked
by two mysterious sphynxes, who gaze upon the
beholder, and the chair is flanked by two eagles.
The pedestals of the Senior and Junior Wardens are
all uniquely decorated, and the sofas provided have
capacity to seat about 200 brethren at once. The
furniture throughout is gilded ebony covered witl:
black and gold repp, and the carpet is blue, with an
admixture of other colours. This apartment being so
unlike any to be seen in America, will always be
an object of curiosity to strangers and the outer
world. South of the Egyptian is the Tonic hall,
which is another subordinate lodge-room. This is
somewhat larger than the hall before described.
This hall is 75 feet long by 50 wide and 30 feet
high, and the decorations and its furniture are of the
purest Grecian Tonic type, elegant and graceful, but
not elaborate. The impression is not of so profound
or lasting a character as in the former; its columns
are not so elephantine, but the architecture must
have many admirers. The hall is capable of being
lighted by daylight by windows on two sides, and

has ample ventilation on that account; and at night

it is lighted up with handsome and gorgeous gasaliers.
The furniture is made of walnut, with cedar and
butternut inlay, and covered with repp of blue and
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vold.  On the north-east corner of the building, and
of the same dimensions as the Tonie, is another
lodge-room, the Norman, and the apartment is a
thorough example of Norman decorative art, and
with its full furnishings is as perfect an example or
representation of the order as can possibly be. The
settees have luxuriant spring seats, which are covered
with yellow leather, and the stations of the three
officers are much admired. The furniture is made of
walnut and fir,and in the carpet the dominant colour
is blue.

There is a fourth subordinate lodge, which is on
the main floor. It is called the Oriental Hall, is im-
mediately below the Norman Hall, and is about the
same size as the apartment above. This hall is in
style throughout a brilliant example of Moorish archi-
tecture, and the Eastern character is carried out in the
minutest details on walls, ceiling, cornices, woodwork,
and furniture. The hall itself is one of the finest in
the temple, all being in strict accord with Moorish
style, having all the Saracenic brilliancy of colour
and peculiarities of that showy style. The seats are
covered with blue leather.

The principal floor is chiefly taken up with the two
chief apartments of the building, the Grand Lodge
Hall and the Grand Chapter Hall; one on the north-
ern end, the other on the southern side, and a num-
ber of vestibules and waiting rooms; the remainder
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are the Egvptian, Tonic, and Norman Halls. The
Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter Halls are elevated
to the roof of the temple, so that the upper floor of
all only extends over a portion of the principal floor.
On the upper floor is the Asylum of the Commanderie,
the only purely Gothich hall in the building, with its
attendant Council Chambers, waiting rooms, avenues,
and separate apartments for each respective com-
mandery. The building altogether contains one Grand
and six Subordinate Lodge Rooms; one Grand and
one Subordinate Chapter Room ; an Asylum, Council
Chamber, and attendant apartments for the Knights
Teraplar, a Library, and a multitude of small apart-
ments.

The hall of the Grand Lodge is the representative
apartment of the temple, and the largest one in it is
105 feet long, 50 wide, and 50 high. There is an
octagonal vestibule at one end, and you enter through
massive doors, which are artistically constructed of
valnut, and the panels are raised on fieldings of cedar
wood ; the panels are mottled walnut, and highly
polished. The furniture of this hall is walnut and
cedar, covered with blue plush, and the seats arranged
round the hall will accommodate about 400. There
are large gasaliers to light the hall at night, and the
glass in the roof is so constructed that enough of light
is admitted during the day to light the hall. The
hall throughout is of the Corinthian order, everything
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being in consonance with that style, and this like the
other is intended as studies, as well as being repre-
sentative, in both aggregate and detail, as perfect ex-
amples. The Corinthian Hall is replete with Masonic
emblems. Conspicuous and central on the north and
senting the working

south facades are ornaments repr
tools of the Freemason, and figures emblematic of
architecture. On the corners are fragments of an
Egyptian capital, to which the figures holding the
tools are pointing. The east and west facades contain
ornaments representing the corn, the wine, and the
oil; in the centre of the east end are the platform and
station of the Grand Master, and over it are the
square and compass and rising sun. In the south is
the Junior Grand Warden, and over it the sun at
high noon. In the west is the Senior Grand
Warden’s station, and the emblem of the closing day
marks his pesition. The magnificence of this apart-
ment is enhanced by its great size and height, and
the elaborate ornamentation and the appropriateness of
the entire furnishings and adjuncts are completed in
like grand and appropriate style. Before quitting
this centre of Masonic interest, we have to say, as
we feel, the grandeur of this temple inspires and
impresses the visitor the moment he enters. Above
is the broad artificial skylight, curiously intersected
and wrought, tending to modify the light. On the
left are four large windows, surmounted by a single
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cornice, and divided by Corinthian columns. On
the right hand similar columns enclose the Warden’s
chair, and in the distance the Grand Master’s chair,
of walnut and cedar, is set in a recess with a canopy.
All around are the cornices surmounted with a series
of cones reaching to the skylight line, rich with
festoons of flowers and leaves ornamenting the
columns.

The brilliant lights from the sparkling gasaliers
falling on the rich plush biue, and the varied coloured
carpet; the pedestal, erected with the same ma-
terial as it, stands in the centre of the lodge, with
open Bible laid out beneath the flood of light
falling from the great lights above; the fullness,
the vastness and completeness of the place, make it
a luminous and impressive exponent of the laws and
the government of the order, and of the exceptional
and solitary position this one holds in relation to the
other lodge-rooms in the world.

The apartment designed as the meeting-place of
the Grand Chapter is a companion to the above in
magnificence, though it is a degree smaller. Tt is still
a very large room, differing only from the other in

length. Tt is 90 feet by 50 feet and 50 feet in height;
the decorations and furnishing are in the Italian
ERenaissance style of architecture. Throughout the
walls and ceilings are seen the emblems peculiar to
Royal Arch Masonry displayed in their progressional

I
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forni. The skylights, constiucted like the other, shed
a profusion of modified light by day,and at night the
hall is illuminated by a series of elaborately-finished
gasaliers. In the centre of the eastern end of the
hall is the triple chair of the high priest, king, and
scribe peculiar to this degree of Masonry. In this,
like the other apartments, the whole furniture is of
the richest character, being made of walnut and in-
laid with mahogany and Californian redwood. Red
is the prevailing colour here, as blue is in the Grand
and other lodge halls, A striking feature of this
apartment is the veils of the temple, which are subor-
dinate in the performance of some of the mysteries of
of Royal Arch Masonry. Four high and beautiful
arches are sprung across the room midway between
the floor and ceiling ; from each of these depends a
veil. These veils contain twelve hundred yards of
the Dbest French satin; a nicely-adjusted windlass
raises them, and is done in a few seconds when neces-
sary. The room throughout is entirely emblematic
of the various degrees of the Chapter, and is in every
way as magnificent as the Grand Lodge Hall. It is
entered from a vestibule of exquisitely-finished
woodwork, and surrounded with the adjacent apart-
ments necessary for the work, convenience, and coni-
fort of the Companions in conferring the degrees.
In the vestibule is a fountain of variegated marble,
12 feet high, and the whole furniture of it and
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waiting room are matched to correspond to the fur-
nishing of them both in elegance of finish
appropriateness of design.

and
The brilliant colours in
the Grand Chapter Hall are dazzling to a degree.
Crimson is the prevailing colour of the carpet and
furniture, whilst the veils are white, crimson, purple,
and blue. The rainbow-hued complexion or arrange-
went of colouring operated on by the radiance of
tue light from above almost deprives the architecture
of its proper and natural effect. An elaborate porch
surmounts the throne and triple chair, and an organ
of very fine construction fills a recess in the northern
wall.  The effect of this apartment on the visitor is
eutirely of a different kind to that experienced in
the Grand Lodge Hall. Both are impressive, both
thorough representations of the Masonry to be taught
within them ; but the rich brilliancy of colour in the
Chapter Hall will always be the prevailing remem-
brance of its character and beauties.

Before I refer to any of the apartments which are
chiefly accessory and subordinate, I will refer to
those which are of a higher degree, and which are
devoted to the gallant and envied brethren of the
craft, the Knight Templars. Their rcom is known as
the asylum, and it has an adjacent Couneil Chamber,
@ drill room and banquet hall, and a smaller room
ntended for regalia, and assembly room for the five
Commanderies, and the other auxiliary apartments
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necessary for the service of the renowned Order
The asylum is 90 feet by 45 feet, and 40 feet high,
and extends across the building from north to south.
This is the only Gothic apartment in the whole
building. There are displayed the cross and crowns,
the emblem of the knights, and they appear in all the
decorations. The gasaliers are a compound of crowns
and crosses wrought together with artistic skill, but
the Gothic feature is never lost in the complex inter-
mixture. The same style is evinced in the furniture
and its decoration, and is covered with green leather.
Two lines of seats extend round the asylum. A lofty
platform bears the richly-ornamented seats of the
principal ofticers, the Commander, Generalissimo,
Captain General, and Prelate, and behind these is the
organ. In the Red Cross degree, the first of the
Knightly orders, a necessary adjunct is the Council
Chamber. This apartment is west of the chief one,
or the Asylum, and is 40 by 25 feet wide and 25 feet
hLigh, and has all the necessary facilities for the pil-
grim warrior. An ample avenue extends entirely
around the Asylum, and in it are placed three tents
for the guards. In connection with this degree there
is a banquet hall, which is 75 feet long and 35 feet
wide, and 20 feet high. This hall will seat 250 per-
sons, and has all the culinary attachments necessary-
Like the other apartments, this one is decorated with
all the emblematic lore of this degree, and each Tem-
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plar has a closet for the keeping of his arms, uniform,
and craft decorations.

Besides the banquet hall referred to, there is
another which is on the first floor, and this hall,
which the brethren intend for the great feasts, which
are a part of the fraternal whole, occupies the greatest
part of one side of the main floor, and is 105 feet
long by 50 wide, and 30 feet high. Tts architecture
is the Composite order. A double row of sixteen
columns divide it, their capitals being decorated with
birds, fruits, and flowers. The turkey, the chief of
gastronomic fowls, presides over the main entrance,
and is magnificently suggestive of the rites which
receive the attention and are disposed of by the
brethren in this apartment of the Temple. The room
is capable of seating 500 persons at once. There are
twenty tables, which can be made to suit the extent
of the company. There are fifteen gasaliers to light
up with a copious stream of light the whole apart-
ment, and in a consp: nous position there is a statue
of Temperance, to remind the jubilants of the extent
of their “cable tow.” The floor is made of hard
wood and is not covered. There is an apartment
which is closely allied to this one, and it is necessary
to refer to it, which is equal to any to be found in
any hotel in the country; it has a monster range, and
all the other means for securing good cooking and
preparing palatable dishes for their festivities on high
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feast days. T have not referred to this part of the
house in the manner of giving it any prominence, but
simply because it is an incidental concomitant to the
festal displays which are associated with the Order,
for the Library would fall naturally to be noticed, on
account of its being the source of sustenance to the
nobler part of the members. It is situated in one
corner of the main floor, and its architecture is Italian
Rennaissance, and is 65 feet long and 45 feet wide,
and 30 feet in height, and is amply lichted on the
two outside walls; nine rows of columns divide it,
and they are placed in pairs, and it is fitted up with
walnut bookecases in the centre of the room, whilst
there are newspaper stands, reading tables, and other
articles of library furniture, and the whole are in-
tended for use as well as ornament, and to form a
complete Masonic library for culture and general
reference by the brethren.

It will be observed that each hall in the Temple is

a sample of a different order of architecture, Free-
masonry itself being the patron of architectural art,
and in the Masonic edifices it should be the chief
aim to give expression to this fact. This Temple in
design has been made to give a moedel in complete-
ness and a material and substantive embodiment of
this idea to the world. We have in the various
apartments the Egyptian, the Corinthian, the Dorie,
Tonic, Oriental, Norman and Gothic, the Italian Ren-
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naissance, and the composite orders of architecture,
each being a complete study of its special school, the

walls, ceiling, furniture, carpets, and other fixtures are

made consonantly with these orders. The carpets

were made in Great Britain from designs furnished
by the Awchitect, so that they thoroughly harmonise
with the fittings and furnishings.

There is only one other lot of apartments that T
have to refer to. These are those belonging to the
grand officers, and are on the main floor. The Grand
Master is head of the whole Order in Pennsylvania,
and is elected annually, but generally holds office for
two years, being head of the craft and representative
of King Solomon. His apartments are prepared and
completed in a manner and style commensurate with
his official dignity and importance. There are three
rooms, opening the one into the other. The first is
the reception, the next the Grand Master’s, and the
third a private secretary’s bureau, and a toilet room
is connected to the whole. The decorations are rich
and elaborately Masonic. The covering of the furni-
ture is blue leather. Ingrained in the polished wal-
nut of one of the main doors is a curious Masonic
delineation of the compasses, square, and all-seeing
eye, which seemingly without any design appears in
the wood work and is calculated to attract considerate
and marked attention on account of its heing a new
application of decorative art on wood that is real and
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not imitated, end therefore regarded as consonant
with the other strange symbolism of this ancient and
mysterious fraternity. The Grand Secretary and
Grand Treasurer have rooms close by, and they are
richly furnished, and every suitable convenience is
provided for themselves and their assistants,

As 1 stated before, the cost of the Temple and
ground on which it stands was the large sum of
1,475,000 dols,, and that money has been raised by
virtue of a Masonic loan, on the powers of an Act of
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, passed at the time

operations were commenced, authorising the Grand
Lodge to borrow money at not more than eight per
cent., and the loan is the investment of all the lodge
funds, and other Masonic bodies and Masonic charity
funds are about one half, and the balance they have
from various other sources. The old Temple, which
stands in one of the best business streets in the city,
must, when sold, yield to themn a considerable amount
of the balance, as 1 noticed it was in the market at
the time the new one was consecrated in September
last, when one of those pageants was witnessed which
only Masons can accomplish, and which for grandeur
was never equalled in this city of Philadelphia.
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CHAPTER X.

PHILADELPHIA,

My stay in Philadelphia was prolonged beyond
what I had at first intended, as at this point I ex-
pected letters from home, and I waited until I received
them ; however, I do not think it was on account of
my protracted stay that I made the acquaintance of
a little creature with a Spanish name, which is very
importunate, in the evenings especially, to fascinate
you with a peculiar musical lullaby about the time of
retiring to bed. Up to this time I was not aware of
having had the smallest mark of attention bestowed
upon me by this delicate being. I had seen in some
of the windows as 1 passed along a thin fabric or
transparent covering for protecting one against the
embrace of this sanguinary courtier, but I never for a
moment considered that it was necessary to shield
myself against the enticing importunities of any
creature at bed-time, and resolved to pay no attention
to a practice which I supposed was only carried out
by the most effeminate, and as I had so fortunately
eluded and escaped up to this time, I inferred that I
would be safe for the future. I don’t know that
these creatures have any means of arriving at a
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knowledge of any resolution a person may take, or ser
that they can be actuated by any feelings akin to the
revenge, for if T thought of any course of action in is ¢
regard to them, certainly I never expressed it to any ' une
one; but on going home one night I fancied my con- . one
cert was likely to be over musical, if not discordant. add
The attehdance I thought was unreasonably large, and ; the
I began to consider what was best to be done. Be- ped
fore this time T had seen on the walls of my bedroom ‘ for
marks which up to this night had escaped my notice ] the
as to their real character, but now these marks 1 reac
were impressively suggestive as to their real exist- 1 may
ence; and as pictures often suggest to the mind : It 1
first thoughts and then action, which at other times und
are foreign to it, so now I looked on these ‘ and
spots in the same light as Macheth looked on g can
the vision of the instrument he was about to use, i tine
and T resolved to clear the room, and having made a rien
formal declaration of war, it was my intention it 3 have
should be a combat a loutrance, and having as 1 ance
thought fully decimated the ranks of these winged " emb
syrens, I extinguished the flaming minister,”
consigned myself to the pleasures of dreamland. Tt : mak
is scarcely necessary for me to say that I awoke in 1 tial

and 1 insp

the morning, and it was a favourable circumstance and
that T had resolved to leave the city for other scenes, the s
for those who had made my hrief acquaintance would 1 pulp
have failed to identify me, or they might have as- river
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serted, as is sometimes done in a similar case, “ that
they had wakened the wrong person.” T may say it
is quite possible for a person from this country to
undergo a complete and thorough transformation in
one night by means of the vindictive and sanguinary
addresses and caresses of that insect which inspires
the Yankee with more fear than the biggest quadru-
ped to be found in the prairies; and the wisest thing
for a person to do who goes from this country to visit
the States, is to take as much muslin, prepared and
ready, as will envelop his head and hands, so that he
may be defended against the attacks of mosquitoes.
It is, indeed, a small creature, but to arrive at a full
understanding of the extent to which it operates on
and influences many of the social aspects of Ameri-
can character, would require a long stay on the con-
tinent, or to listen to the endless stories of the expe-
riences of those whe have suffered, endured, or who
have been eye-witnesses of the sufferings and endur-
ance of others. These episodes are delivered and
embellished with strong lancnage, and all the fervour
inspired by heroic achievements, as much so as to
make you feel you were listening to some mar-
tial incidents of the “eminent deadly breach;”
and you will hear reference to them evervwhere, in
the alley, the exchange, the forum, the platform, the
pulpit, the press, the workshep, the road, the rail, the
river, and especially the homeward, or the voyage to
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this side the Atlantic. When anybody has nothing
to say, the encounters and escapades with the mos-
quitoes immediately serve to fill up the gap, and
everybody is at home at once, for everyone has one
thing or another to say about them; and every sawan
you encounter, especially if he sees that their arrows
have been levelled at you with poisoned effect, is
ready to give you his advice gratis as to what you
should do to ward off their future attacks, or to
enable you to get (uit of your present disfiguration ;
but it is all to no purpose, and they only waste their
eloquence and your money, if you are foolish enough
to follow their advice ; for, despite the overwhelming
array of talent and the numerical strength of the
enemy, and the scientific appliances for the destruc-
tion of this insect, Miss Mosquito remains in posses-
sion of her position and is likely to do so.

The inventive brain of the American has been
active to find some means to destroy this insect, and
many compounds are offered for this purpose, and
those which are the most eftective are of that charac-
ter whereof it is difficult to say of the bane or the
antidote which is best or worse; and to any person
who is desirous to make his fortune in the States, if
he would set his ingenuity to work and discover
some compound which would rid the natives only of
these troublesome attendants, he would eclipse the
name and fame of George Washington, as a con-
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queror and benefactor of a higher type, and his bene-
faction would receive the highest acclaim of the
people, and his labours would be accepted as inau-
gural of the great centennial pageant which will be
consummated in this city in 1876. Everything in
the States is magnified into a wonder, or of a gigantic
character, and when this is the case we can afford to
admit it. Even the little world, or the insect world,
is a great world of itself, and I think on this point,
like many other Americans, must beat all creation.
T am not going to submit an entomological disserta-
tion, but T will refer to one or two insects which
must have attracted the attention of every one who
is desirous of being considered an observer of nature
in this part of the empire. The tobacco worm and
the walnut worm are the two largest, and are very
striking as worms, and as flies they resemble one
another in various particulars. As a grub they are
about four inches long, and the prevailing colour is a
clear pale green, with stripes of a deep gold colour,
and ribbed with black. On the head of the walnut
worm are six or eight large hoins which give it rather
a formidable appearance, to a certain extent not un-
like a lobster, and in this state it passes the first
year of its existence ; and in the following year your
attention is more directly attracted to it, for it
appears as it flies along near to sunset quite like a
bird, and again its colours are showy, and it has long
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antennie, which are about six inches in length, where-
by it sucks the nectar from the flowers, but its food
are the Jeaves of the tomato, potato, or the tobacco
plant. The minor insects are numerous beyond com-
putation. One evening, while driving out in an open
carriage, and passing under the branches of a tree
which hung down very low, so that they were dis-
turbed, there came such a shower of moths of all
sorts that 1 felt inclined to jump out and leave them
in possession; and the air was crowded here and
there with shoals of them, enjoying the beams of the
setting sun; but these are a poor substitute for the
warblers which we have at home, and which at night
make the woods vocal with their melody, besides
preventing the undesirable growth of those insects
which infest all vegetable life. The few birds which
they have are only short-stayed in any part of the
country, and are continually on the wing; and it will
be a long time before the sparrow will propagate
sufficiently to overtake all the work that is wanted
to be done on the Continent of America.

I have been induced to make these remarks about
insect life on account of my interest in the mosquito.
There is no fear of any one forgetting them who has
had the close intercourse with them that I have had.
It sometimes makes all the difference that can be in
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a traveller’s experience the kind of position of the
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don’t know this, and in the busy season they are not
particular to inform strangers to look out for these
disturbers of the peace. By the way, I don’t remem-
ber having seen any domestic pets in America. Dogs,
cats, and parrots are to be found in abundance at
homie, and any nuwmber of birds; but I can’'t remem-
ber a solitary instance where I saw the one or the
other during my stay there. Yes! there was one iu-
stance, only one that I can remewmber, and it was
the only one and such a one I should not have for-
gotten. It was a dog, and its colour was a clear and
decided magenta, and I was disposed to think that it
was originally a white dog and had been dyed; and
as the car that T was in passed, it ran out from a shop
barking, and I concluded it was used as a sort of ad-
vertising medium ; but it was certainly startling in
its appearance on account of its colour, and its owner,
I have no doubt, thought it was a clever trick. The
baby is the great domestic pet in the States, as it is
Lere, but as they are very difticult to rear there it
has a decided influence on their character, and whilst
they are very young they talk like a hook, and they
are regarded as prodigies which can only be pro-
duced in that part of the world. Babies and parents
are equally clever, and the wives are as sparkling aund
‘cute as the husbands, and to do anything whereby
precedency on behalf of the husband should follow
would be out of the question, and on that account
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domestic felicity is rare and divorce is cheap and ex-
ceedingly common; and many take the advantage of
the legal facilities to begin life anew, not always to
give manifestation of having improved by the change.
Marriages are consummated at a very early age, and
it is not considered necessary to have a house of one’s
own. Lodgings are always easily procured, and
housekeeping is the exception, not the rule. Work-

ing men are more migratory in their habits, and the

distance they have often to remove is much greater
than at home here, and this has an effect in sending
them into lodgings rather than housekeeping. The
genuine American working-man is a person of a dif-
ferent type and character from what we have at
home, and what is true of him is true of every one
who labours in America. They all work hard, and
the senseless and extreme short-time movement
seems to get little or no countenance amongst them.
Whether this is the effect of decided love of labour,
or of a superior knowledge of political economy to
what is evinced by labourers at home I don’t know,
but they seem to understand that by curtailing work-
ing hours and doing nothing during that curtailed
working time would so enhance their labour that the
chances were to throw it out of the market and shift
their labour to some other field where it could be
more cheaply done, hence they produce more for the
same amount of money than is done at home here,

an
ha
shc
to |
An
as
mo
hav
to ¢
tot
this
mer
dut;
attin
stroj
mea
lery.
who,
the 1
migh
but
decor
ceed
alway
one n
much
vile a
in ot



i ex-

we of
s to
hange.
e, and
f one’s
|, and
Work-
1d the
sreater
ending
The
a dif-
ave at
Ty one
rd, and
rement
them.
labour,
omy to
know,
v work-
wrtailed
hat the
d shift
yuld be
for the
e here,

PHILADELPHIA. 129

and if they want to increase their incomes they work
harder or they work more time, and they thereby
show they understand the only solid basis on which
to better their condition so far as labour is concerned.
And what is true of them as labourers is true of them
as citizens; the general type of the labourer has heen
woulded very much by the character of the men who
have at various times emigrated from other countries
to the States, these being usually of a better class
to those left in the mother countries, and the effects of
this is obvious in their general character and deport-
went. The working-man is a gentleman when off
duty; his general attire bespeaks it so far as his
attire can do so, and those who wish it syllabled in
stronger terms or language are wont to do so by
means of the incontrovertible evidence of jewel-
lery. 1 saw one elaborate specimen in Brooklyn,
who, perhaps, might pass muster in that part of
the world, but for my part T could not see it. He
might have been a very good tradesman or mechanic,
but I censidered him a very bad hand at personal
decoration. However, if they do not at all times suc-
ceed in attiring themselves tastefully, they are almost
always sure to be cleanly, and so far as I could see
one might go the round of the States and not see so
much filth, squalor, rags, and misery, nor feel such
vile and offensive odours, as are to be seen and felt
In our passage along owr streets. There may be

K
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physical advantages or disadvantages on this or that
side. There may be moral or social advantages or
disadvantages on this or that side. T merely state
the facts as I found them, and as I have heard done so
by others who have been on both sides. If there is
anything which is a source of pleasure or gratifica-
tion to one on visiting the other side, it must be the
general cleanliness of the people, which never fails to
attract attention everywhere, and at all times it is
noticeable, and strangers are always sure to observe
it; and if it is the case at the time or season when
strangers go abroad, we may naturally presume
such is the case at other times of the year as well.
Another feature one cannot fail to cbserve is the pre-
valent practice of early rising. I am not disposed in
the least to attribute this to the universal adoption
of the maxims of their great philosopher Franklin.
I rather think it is caused by a greater amount of
vitality in the air than is possessed in Britain. 1t is
said it is to get through business before the heat gets
too oppressive. Of course the shadows are deeper
and longer in the morning, but the heat of the sun,
according to my calculation, was as great at its first
appearance as at any time of the day. I was dis-
posed at times to think my wateh had become slug-
gish, the folks were so much in advance of our howme
customs. Between eight and nine in the morning
great numbers of ladies ware abroad for all purposes,
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not a rush out in semi dishabille, but fully attived for
the day.  Of course breakfasting is past at an early
hour, and dinner takes place at midday, but there, as
here, the number who dine at home is limited, and
especially so in hot weather. 1 was very much
struck by seeing the streets of Philadelphia more
than usually crowded by ladies on a Saturday
afternoon, and being curious to discover the kind
of attraction which drew them all in a particular
direction, T was induced to follow the stream, and
found them pouring into a building built of white
marble, and from various characteristic emblems I
saw on the {ront elevation [ was sure it was a theatre,
and a matinee performance was about to be given for
those who could not make it convenient to attend in
the cool of the evening; and T thought, like « Peeping
Tom,” if the character of the entertainment was suit-
able for ladies, it might be so for gentlemen also, and
I thought I might not get a chance of seeing a cor-
responding feature of American life elsewhere, so I
determined to take the advantage of this opportunity.
I did not learn whether this was the best or the most
fashionable house of the kind in the city, but the
quality of the audience indicated that they were well
up in the social scale, and T presume the house
would be regarded as similar to the folks that filled
its benches. T tried to secure a seat, but that was
beyond the limits of the house, at least that part
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where T was, and the ladies had possession of all
the available space. However, as my business was
chiefly to take notes, T was as well pleased, for it
enabled me to look about. The assembly was quite
a rare one. I had never seen such an imposing and
attractive gathering. Here and there T could see a
solitary gentleman, for in many instances where one
was he was so thoroughly covered up with the light
and airy hahiliments of the fair sex that he was with
difficulty seen at all, and this state of things rather
interfered with me in getting anything like an accu-
rate estimate of the proportion of the audience com-
posed of gentlemen; and after an effort or two I con-
cluded there would be about five per cent., and they
were all reckoned as belonging to good society. 1
had ascertained this before going in, and I made sure
that the quality of the entertainment would be of the
same kind, but T was somewhat startled to find it a
sort of adaptation of “Jack Sheppard,” with the names
of the characters and the incidents slightly altered,
and the whole merit of the piece lay in the voluble
speeches and the sprightly acting of a young lady
who played the part of the hero of the piece, and the
scenes were all laid in the British metropolis.
On a former occasion I alluded to the dead heroes
of the late rebellion. They are out of sight of course,
but their memory is preserved in the way I men-

tioned before by planting the national flag over their
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graves every year on “Decoration Day.”  But there
is one other class of heroes next in the list as regards
honour, for they carry the silent but unequivocal
token of their actions in the field of battle, and do
not require to tell you they were there. 1 mean the
cripple, and these, like the poor, they will always have
with them for many years to come. Spoiled for the
labour they pursued before the war, they can only
follow that form of labour that can be made to fit their
condition, as that cannot be fitted to every kind of
labour. Great nwmbers are employed about the
Government offices in the capital and similar posi-
tions in the large cities.

This city has been selected for the grand display
which will take place in 1876, the Centenial Celebra-
tion of Independence. Possibly the suitableness of
the country around the city has induced the commis-
sion to decide on Philadelphia as the place for it, the
country and facilities in and around being quite suited
for such an exposition or pageant as will take place
on that occasion. Hotel keepers are turning their
attention to the prospective and certain requirements
of the myriads who will wend their way to witness
this wonderful and startling event. All former
efforts of Britain, France, and Germany are to be for
ever and effectively eclipsed. A structure commen-
surate with the size and character of the claims of
the continent and people will be built; the whole
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force and array of inventive genius and national
talents will be convoked; the productions of other
countries will be accepted, but only to show the sur-
passing and significant advance made by the New
World on the creations, of the inventive art of the
Old. The attractions are to draw by their superior
influence the Laplander, the New Zealander, the
Japanese, the Russian, and invest them with the
genuine spirit of enterprise and progress. And the
high and accepted representative embodiments of

learning, culture, and refinement from the polished

and advanced portions of the world; to show them
how dim, obscure, crude, and undefined all their pre-
vious study and labours have been, compared with
the dazzling array of art treasures which will occupy
this new and stupendous Temple of Art, which will
in three years hence adorn the ample and level
grounds in the suburbs of Philadelphia,
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CHAPTER XI

EN ROUTE FOR NIAGARA.
As the winged insect, which has revelled amidst =
profusion of gay and luxuriant flowers, turns its back
upon them after having extracted from their fulness
a load of honeyed wealth, so does the traveller on
the scenes which were at first fruitful with interest
and full with all the freshness of novelty and attrac-
tion, leaving them to others who will come and find
them as fragrant, pleasing, and inspiring as if they
had never afforded the same en_ioyn'lcnt to those who
preceded them. When once in the States the travel-
ler is never at a loss to find scenes both very start-
ling and attractive; but the question interposes itself,
whether these scenes are equal to the reports one
hears of them in Britain; and the only means one
has of ascertaining the fact and dissipating the halo
of curiosity which shrouds him is to go and get the
ocular proof and satisfy himself. This is by no
means easily done, on account of the magnitude of
the country; but no labour is grudged when once
you are thoroughly inflated with the curiosity I have
referred to. The most wonderful sight to us, so far
as report goes, are these wonderful Falls, which are on
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the confines of the United States, and divide them
from British North America, along with the chain of
lakes and rivers connected with them. And one
almost instinctively turns in that direction, expect-
ing to find what will repay him for his trouble and
expense. The road from Philadelphia to Niagara is

rather a long one, being nearly equal to a run from
Land’s-end to John o’Groats; but as there is much
of interest by the road to one who has travelled it
for the first time, he does not feel it to be an under-
taking of such a formidable character, and as the
route of the railway by this line is considered to be
rather attractive, the journey is rather a pleasant one.
Of course one cannot make the whole run during
the day, but what one sees from morning to night is
strikingly different from what is to be seen on any
other line in this country. If one could always
manage to pursue his journey by daylight his plea-
sure and store of knowledge would be considerably
enhanced, but that is not always possible where there
is much to do and little time to do it in. If there
are other routes as interesting as the one by which I
went, T can only console myself by the reflection that
I could only travel by one at a time, and that it was
the best to my liking. The train, on leaving Phila-
delphia, proceeds by the Lehigh, the Susquehanna,
and the Wyoming Valleys, aifording a relishable
admixture of the various phases of nature in her
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primeval beauty and wildness, the grandeur and
eloquence of her visible attributes, and the external
bulky and material evidences of her bounty in the
treasures which we see as we proceed on through the
district of Pennsylvania; for we are not long on our
travels till we meet trains of waggons of great length
with coal, iron, lime, cement, and petroleum, and
there are thousands of hands extracting these rough
and rugged materials from the mountain and the
mine, and by the alchemy of labour transmuting
them into the golden treasure, the reward of industry.
In a run of so many miles there must of course be
a very great number of places, but it is only a limited
number which is worthy of being noticed. A small
village composed of wooden huts on a comparatively
level district is not of sufficient interest to attract
one, especially when every minute you expect to see
some imposing sight which is calculated to take
away yvour breath, and sink everything else into the
obscurity of neglect. The first place which is calcu-
lated to claim a passing thought from one is the town
of Bethlehem. It is not of any extent, looks scat-
tered, and has all the rough and undressed appear-
ance of a place which has been hurriedly called into
existence, and will be set to rights when once the in-
habitants will get time to do so. But everywhere
there is a press of business, and great activity is
observable. The canals are crowded with timber,
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and running over with the full stream which is con-
tinually rushing through the Lehigh Valley. Gigantic
piles of wood—or lumber as they call it—are crowd-
ing all the available spaces, and look like so many
huts. The houses are chiefly of wood, the plaster on
the inside walls being the only incombustible mate-
rial about them. Numerous mills and workshops
are to be seen, and numbers of commercial men are
leaving the train to prosecute their callings; and
there are those who are in quest of the change the
highlands afford, for the train keeps going uphill
not hurriedly, but still

during its whole course
going up. The course is uniformly along the margin
of the stream, and many curiously wild and romantic
scenes are passed. The river at some of the moun-
tain gorges is narrow, and rocks, trees, and remnants
of the ravages of storms are lying wedged and huddled
together in an inextricable heap, but at the same time
truly picturesque. The mountains at some of the
points rise to a considerable height, and are copiously
wooded; and the canals are well filled with loose
timber for cutting at the manufactories, or for send-
ing down intact to the market. Trains of immense
length are seen coming from the carbon country,
running along the opposite bank of the river, on their
way to the large cities. After we have run for a
considerable time we arrive at a place which is of a
striking character. It is ensconced in a beautiful
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corner of creation, nestling among richly wooded
hills, and is only seen a second or two before the cars
dash into it by an acute curve in the line. Tt has
an Indian name, not at all musical to British ears, but
we can overlook that if we are allowed to enjoy the
beauties which surround the capital of the carhon
country of Manch Chunk; for the Americans call it
the Switzerland of America. The part of it which is
seen from the rail gives strong evidence of being
inhabited by enterprising and tasteful people. The
villas are chiefly composed of brick, and in a conspi-
cuous place is seen the residence of one of the carbon
kings, the Hon. Asa Packer, surrounded by finely
in wooded enclosures, and tastefully arranged grounds
floral devices, and groups of statuary. There are
others of a similar description. The general sur-
roundings and the country are singularly attractive,
but the chief of its attractions for the tourist is the
exciting ride over the Switchback. The railway rises
on its run up the hill to between 600 and 700 feet,
on a plane of over 2000 feet, being about one foot in
three, and then you stand on the top of Mount

Pisgah. It is said there is no cause for fear or
timidity in making the ascent, but for my own part

1 had as lief go up with Professor Wyse. It is said

the sight from this height is the finest in America,

and the run along the highlands, when once up, is

unsurpassed for variety of scenery, its extent being
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some eighteen miles, and all worked by stationary
engines, which make the ride most steady and pleasant
to the tourist. Very many frequent this attractive
spot in the fine time of the year, and you can see
villas spotting the hill sides, looking out from among
the varied-coloured trees which surround them on all
sides. Shortly after leaving this station a person
from one of the hotels at a station some distance in
the direction in which we are going joins the cars,
with the view of ascertaining how many are likely to
dine at the hotel, and at the next station he tele-
graphs forward, and when we arrive at Whitehaven
we get 20 minutes for dinner, but no time to look
about; but we cannot fail to notice that there is
much stir and activity in every line connected with
the timber and its branch trades. In some of these
places, remote from large commercial centres, wood is
cut and formed and adapted for building purposes,
and has only to be fixed when it comes into the car-
penter’s hands; for nearly all the houses in the places
which have grown up in the forests are built of wood,
the only other material about them being the iron of
the stove and pipes, and the plaster when the inner
walls are furnished in that manner. When dinner is
completed we start off again, and the next spot of
note or interest is gained when we reach the summit
of the hill or mountain which overlooks the valley of

fair Wyoming. One can scarcely take in the extent
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of landscape which is spread before him at this point,
neither would it be possible to see it, were it not for
the facilities afforded by the position of the railway.
We have climbed up on our course several hundred
feet, and the train passes just at the upper end of the
valley; and as it takes some time to pass this point,
one has ample time to see the whole wide-spread pano-
rama before him. The interest, too, is enhanced at
this point by the character of the country through
which the cars pass. For some time hefore we
come to the spot at which we can see this magni-
ficent scenery, the train runs through a wood of con-
siderable depth, and now and again a glimpse of the
interminable and undulating forests is got on one
side, with scarcely a break or opening so far as the
eye can grasp the space. Hills rise over hills, clad
in thick and solid array of leafy scenery, only here
and there a thin pale streak of smoke, indicating the
abode of some squatter, new settler, or anchorite
seeking the quiet and repose the husy city denies;
and all at once, when one thinks he is lost in a sea
of forests, the amphitheatre of unsurpassed magnifi-
cence is seen to open up, bristling with beauty and
interest. On the hill-sides are seen the rich verdant
sylvan retreats, with their silver streams rippling and
winding on their courses to join the central river,
which is seen to widen as it pursues its tortuous
course in the direction of the sea. The distance seen
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Y4

from this point must be over twenty miles down the
valley, and about four or five across; and every spot
looked to be carefully cultured. Towns and villages
could be noticed on either side of the stream, which
flows through the centre and the farm steadings,
in the midst of compact and cultivated fields. Flocks
and herds were browsing and reposing beneath the
shadows of wide-spreading trees. Cottages were
fretted and garnished with trails of Indian roses, like
Gertrude’s of old; and the spires of the village
churches could be seen peering up through some
consecrated spots.  Nearly all the land rising towards
the hill top is clothed with a profusion of groves, and
the whole land, so far as one cau see and judge, must
have undergone careful cultivation, and for a longer
period than any land that is seen for miles around.
Looking at this place oue can understand how reluc-
tant the Indian would be to allow the paleface to
take possession of this lovely spot, and the reason for
the deadly strife which was waged between them for
a long period before it was relinquished.  As we pass
along, the train seems to take to a certain extent the
cirele of the top of the valley, and there are openings
in the woods and groves through which you can see
the full extent of the valley from the various points
or positions, making this sight one of the most varied,
enchanting, and lovely which can be seen anywhere.
A feeling steals over you as you leave this interest-
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ing spot that you would like to roam over its fair
fields, filled with a profusion of Nature’s bounties, and
inhale the fresh odours from fragrant meadows, and
Lear the soft cadence of the streams as they meander
through the rich and fertile slopes, or wander among
the ruins of the forts and defences, and read their
past action, or the part they played in the scenes of
strife in its early history; but we are only permitted
to do so in fancy, as we are hurried past to view
other scenes which have not the soft drapery of cul-
ture to adorn them, but the bold, broad and majestic
forms and beauties of primeval Nature. We have
passed the falls over which the stream finds its way
into the classic valley of Wyoming, and scour along
the banks of the Susquehanna, which at some points
broadens into a sea, and at others its waters rush
with impetuosity by some confined and narrow canon,
until it finds some broad bank, when its silent cur-
rent is regained. For hundreds of miles we accom-
pany this river in its windings through its valley, by
bush and bauk, by stream and scaur, over bridge and
gully. Villages and cities are gained and again
recede, some with classic names, others reminding
one of those who are now driven into the remoter
parts of this great continent, awaiting the further in-
cursions of the road of iron, and, to them, the terrible
snorting of the iron horse with its grim and ghostly
riders. On one side we pass the vale of Avoca, and
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Montrose on the other; Rome lies hidden by inter-
vening hills and wood, and as the shades of night are
about to clothe all nature in her sober livery, we
reach the city of Athens, and we instinetively look
about for any feature which was likely to form an in-
gredient in what induced those who named this place
after the capital of Greece to do so; but we fail to dis-
cover any one of any kind in common with those
gleaned from historic scarces. On an extended
plain, neither flanked nor backed with those gigantic
forms of nature which inspire man to heroic deeds
and aspirations for glory and immortal fame, it lies
partially concealed. By the mean range of buildings
in the main street there are no indications that any
of the citizens have risen to opulence and ease.
There are no chateaur on the confines of the place,
no picturesque villas with dressed and cultured

grounds and shady retreats, no well trimmed and

regular fenced desmesnes; but the same features pre-
vail which are common to all the newly formed
places, where all these external trapping, adornments,
and decorations are left till the more important and
necessary works are efficiently done, and there is
a raw and universal look of discomfort about the
suburbs of these now places. The sun is set, and all
the interest which daylight provides for the tourist is
also set. There is no twilight, and the sober even-
ing melts into darkness before you have time to see
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any object under its influence. The lamps are
lighted, and the cars thunder along in the dark.
Numerous small villages are passed, and Ehmira is
reached ; another long run, and we come to Buftalo,
on the confines of Lake Erie; and after changing we
have a brief run along the banks of the Niagara
River for a few miles, and the Falls are reached after
a drive of about 18 hours. The night is clear,
the stars are bright and sparkling, and the moon is
beginning to throw a melancholy light over the sur-
rounding gloom. Though it is one o’clock in the
morning there are six or seven ’busses waiting to
convey the passengers to the hotels they represent,
and the characteristic energy and volubility of their
drivers are profusely used to convince you how close
this or that hotel is to the Falls; but as there is
always some one at hand to keep you right, and as
there is an impossibility of selecting more than one,
I selected that one, and getting in, I arrived at a pri-
vate hotel. After getting a glass of the best south-
side Madeira, I ascended to my chambre a coucher
with my brain filled with a confused and intermin-
able array of sights and objects I had seen on the
way to this upper storey of the American continent.
I opened my window to see if anything could be seen
of the mighty flood, but various objects barred the
way, and nothing could be seen but here and there a
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