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BEIEF OUTLINES OF CHRISTIAN
DOOCIRINE,

By Rev, E. H, Dewart, D.D. Price, in paper
covers, 20 cents ; in cloth, v £0 30

In this pamphlet of sixpy seven pages there is a brief
owtwn and defence olt‘lgcentnl doctrines of religion,
The style i« pain nd popular. The defin tions «f the
dootrines, 1 the proofs of their truth, ar- well adapted
to the requi rements of the present time, The sections on
the Importance of Right Beliefs, the Atonement, and the
Ins) nd Credentiais of the Scrintures, will be read
wii al interest, Though intended for Senior Er-
wort| E:.uu and Bible classes, this little manual will
be very helpful to young ministers, local preachers and
all Bible Btudents, whether in the school or in the home,
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THE IDEAL LIFE,

Addresses Hitherto Unpublished By Henry
Deummond, With Memorial ~ketches by Ian
Maclaren and W, Robertson Nicoll, Cloth. ...

CHRIRTIAV MISSIONS AND SOCIAL
PROGRESS,
A 8nciological Study of Foreign Missions. B
tho Rev, James J, Dennis, D.D. In two vol-

umes. Volume I. now ready. Profusely Illus-
trated, Cloth. ...
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By Poultney Bicelow, Illustrated by R. Caton

Woodville, " and from photog upl Cloth
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| Report of the Fourth Annual Convention of
the Methodist Young People's Association of
‘ Ontario,  Price .

| SUCCESS,

| A Book of Ideals, Helps, and Exsmples for all
| desiring to make the most of life. By Orison
! Swett Marden, suthor of **Pu-hing to the
| Front " an 1 ** Architects of Fate.” Illustrated
with fourteen flue portraits of eminent persons.
Cloth Seens

| THE STORY OF JONAM,

| In the Light of Highe
Trac: Townsend, D.D, C

MISCHIEVOUS GOODNESS—

and other Papers. B,
D.D. Cloth, net

KOREA AND HER NEIGHRBORS,

A Narrative of Travel with an account of the
recent vicirsitudes and present position of the
country. Ry Isibella Bird Bishop, F.R.G.8,,
author of Unbroken Tracts in Japan, With a
reface by Sir Walter C. Hillier, K.C.M.G.,
f’m British Consul-General for Korea, with
illustrations from photographs by the Author,
and maps, appendixes and Index. Cloth ...

COME YE APART,

20

Daily Readings in the Life of Christ. By J. R.
Miller, D.D,, Cloth . ... .. oSl 4wy
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THE PRINCE VICTORIOUS
‘Contalning Songs, Recitations and Exercise, ete.
By Alonzo Stone and Chas. A, Bechter,
416 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Single copy, 5 cts,  Per 100, $4.00.

On sale at Methodist Book and Publishing House, Toronto,
Please mention this paper.

OLD STAMPS

Of all countries bought and sold, New or cancelled,
“Old isues of Canada and provinces WANTED,
Enclose 6 half penny stamps for cireu'ars, instruct'ons,
etc. T PAY OASH, 1 sell 100 stamps from all
countries, except U, 8. (no eommon ones) for £1.00.
1,000 Oomu.on Foreign from all the world, 30 cents,

JOHN P, COOPER,
Rted Bank, N.J,, US.A. Lock Box No, 285,
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M. Kingsley
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Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1.00, postpaid.
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THE LEADING -] YOUNG
ALMA "Ggfsane 3 youna

Address: Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ontario

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW'S

SOOTHING SYRUP

has been used for children while teething. It soothes
the child, softens the gums, allays all pain, cures wind
@ lic, regulates the stomach and bowels, iv the best
romeds for disrrheea, Twenty-five cen bottle, Sold
by all druggists throughout the world,
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“Come To Me, Lord.” And, rising like a little child from rest,
Beside the unseen Father's knee I'll
kneel,
Pour forth the loving offerings of my
s breast—
Come to me in the watches of the night, The gratitude I feel.
When visions weird and gloomy thron

BY REV. J. LAYCOCK.

And drive away the phantoms that
affright—
The harbingers of pain,

Guide me through all the mazes of
life’'s way
Be thou, O Lord, my shield, and with
thy might,
My foes hold in dismay.

Come to me when the nightmare of the
soul—
The enemy of good, would break my '

¥ And when the day is o'er again, I'll kneel
rest, Where I have knelt ten thousand times
The drama of perdition wide unroll, before,
To flood with fear my breast, In presence of the God who doth reveal

His mercy evermore,
Come to me when the midnight curtains

fall, Yea, In the quiet of life’s clos! 18 day,
When lightning gleams stream from | I'll breathe my soul into his tender
the Storm-God's eye, | care,
And frowning shadows from the tem- Lie down to &leep while stars shine
pest’s pall | through *h's spray,
Drape earth and sea and sky. Breathing, .y evening prayer,
Gladstone, Man,
Be near me when the darkest hour
comes down,
When murkiness and mist are in the When there are two possible motives
alir, for the conduct of another, it is not only
Aad morn shall dawn without a scowl, [ a inore charitable, but probably a more
or frown, truthful, judgment to impute the better
The day come in most fair, motives.—Peloubet,
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Christian Gua:dian, weekly. ..
Metortist Magazine and Review
Magoz ne and Review, and Guai
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b copies and upwards .. .
Pleasant Hours 4pp. 4to, w

Less than 20 copies

Over 20 copies. . .
Sunbeam, fortnightly, less than 1¢

10 copies and upwards .. ......
Happy Days, fortnightly, less than 1

10 copies and upwards
Dew Drops, weekly,

P'er quarter ...
Berean Senior Quarterly . ...
ierean Leaves, 100 copies per i h.os .
Berean Intermediate Quarterly, 100 copies |

3 the year, 24 cents
2 per 100 quarter, 6 cents a
dozen ; per 100....
THE ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing House,
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Depart-

More About the Home
ment,

We are glad to find so great an interest
shown in the Home Sunday-school Depart-
ment. An ample supply of Home Depart-
ment literature has been prepared for iu-
troducing the Home Department. [hese
are cheap and inexpensive leaflets, A
sample set will be sent free of charge by
writing to Rev. William Briggs, Toronto,
Rev, 8. F. Huestis, Halifax, or Mr, C. W,
Coates, Montreal.

The following article on Home Bible
study was sent by the Editor of The
Banner as a communication to several of
the leading papers in, Canada for the
purpose of promoting in all the churches
the study of the Bible, that best founda-
tion for personal piety and public weal.
We give some testimonials of the success
of the Home Department elsewhere. We
especially call attention to the testimony
from the city of St. John's, Newfoundland,

We have pleasure also in presenting an
article by Dr. Maclaren, one of the most
active and energetic members of the In-
ternational and Provincial Sunday-school
Executive. Dr. Maclaren is a very busy
man in his profession, yet he finds time
to be in his church elass every Sunday
morning, in his Sunday-school class of
young ladies every Sunday afternoon, and
at two other services besides, He is
also one of the most active members of
the Missionary Board of our church and
of other connexional commitees. He is.
moreover, one of the most stalwart tem-
perance workers in Canadi. He fulfils
more than any layman we know the ad-
monition of Secripture, “ It is good to he
zealousgly affected always in a good
thing.”

Home Bible Study.

The result of Sunday-school work in
enlisting some twenty millions persons
In the systematic study of the Bible is
a noteworthy feature of modern times.
It has created a vast literature and en-
gaged the generous and unpaid services
of two millions of teachers. This sys-
tem of Bible instruction is receiving a
striking expansion. It is being carried
to the homes of the people and is em-
bracing, not merely the young people in
the schools, but the adults of the tamily,
who cannot, or do not, attend the schools.
Most of the denominations have their
vigorous Home Depariment of Bible
Study. Its members are enrolled as part
ot the Sunday-schcol, study the same
lessons as the school, and receive the
same lesson helps.

I'here are many persons who are un-
able to attend the Sunday- . chool—mothers
engrossed in household cares, invalids, the
poor who will not go for lack of suitabie
clothing, unlettered persons, who shrink
from comparison with the bright boys
and girls in the classes, and those in
country places remote from the school.

The vital link between the home class
and the Sunday-school is the quarterly
visitor. The visitor is generally a young
lady of leisure and culture and winsome
ways, who first secures the promise of
the Home Department scholar to spend,
at least, half on hour in the study of the
Scriptures every week, and then makes
periodical visits to receive reports, help
with difficulties, and distribute the lesson
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literature.  The genial influence of such
visits to the homes of the poor and neg-
lected, or those who are shut out from
social intercourse by sickness or isola-
tion, is in itself an unspeakable benefit.
It is an exhibition of Christian altruism
that overcomes prejudice and wins con-
fidence. It is a proof that the churches
are not mere social clubs of the well-to-
do, but that they seek to remember the
forgotten, to visit the,neglected, and to
benefit the needy,

The intellectual stimulus of such study
upon even sluggish minds is very great.
They feel the inspiration of keeping step
with the great army of twenty millions,
who are every week studying the same
chapter of the Bible. They share the
advantage of the cheap but valuable
literature which is prepared for the ex-
planation of the selected lessons. They
are encouraged to give writien answers
to questions on the text. They acquire
a new interest in the greatest classic of
all the ages, and many are led to re-
formed lives.

‘The domestic effect is scarce less strik-
ing.  Parents take a new interest in
the Bible studies of their children, and
fcel a new sympathy for the Sunday-
school.  Fresh themes of thought take
the p'ace of mental vacuity, New topies
of conversation are suggested instead of
trivial gossip. A love of books is fos-
tered,  The Sunday-school libraries and
books of Bible comment and illustration
are drawn upon. These libraries pos-
sess great possibilities of popular educa-
tion. They already far outnumber all
the other libraries in the country, and
they may be greatly developed in size
and scope, and elevated in tonme. In
the church with which I am most famil-
lar they number 375,000 volumes, and
about $25,000 are expended yearly for
Sunday-school literature. Other churches
have similar libraries and expenditure.
By the Home Department a new oppor-
tunity of circulating good reading in the
homes of the people is made easy,

It will be seen what large possibilities
for the mental development, moral train-
ing, and social betterment of the people,
for the brightening of dark lives, and
the cheering of solitary souls, the Home
Department offers. The number reached
by this means in our country might be
readily doubled by general and systematic
co-operation,

These sentences are written to awaken
more general sympathy and effort on be-
half of this movement. All the church
publishing houses, I think, will gladly

furnish leaflets for organizing and con-
ducting this system. Those who are
most familiar with it are loudest in its
praise. It has been tried in many parts
of Canada, from Newfoundland to the
Pacific Coast, and needs only to be better
known to win heartiest commendation
and support,

—————g e

Home Department Supplies.

Our new Quarterly will be found just
the thing to meet the needs of the Home
Department, Indeed, it was specially to
meet those needs, as well as those of the
senior classes in the schools, that it was
prepared. We have arranged for a
complete supply of the membership cards,
forms of application, visitors’ list, and the
like, The proportion of these require
is one of Nos, 1, 2, 4. 6, for each member
of the Heme Department, and only 2 and
G for each class. The list and prices are
as follows :

1. Membership Cards. ..

2. Quarterly Report En-
velopes

3. Canvassers’ Report..

4. Descriptive Leaflet ..

5. Class Record

$0 50 per 100 net

050 «
0 02 each

O 05 per quarter
—— O .
the Bible at Home

The Home Department of the Sunday-
school is one which is gaining every year
a greater importance and acceptance in
the Sunday-school world, It contains
great possibilities’in the way of promot-
ing the side of Sunday-school work which
sometimes suffers amid the multiplicity
of exercises and the miscellaneous in-
terests of a well-organized school, namely,
the study of the Bible. In most schools
a period of thirty minutes is devoted to
the study of the lesson. 1In a one-hour
session no longer time can easily be
given. In the home, however, there are
no such limitations. If the subject -and
material are interesting, the study period
can be indefinitely extended, even through
all the days of the week.—Christian Ad-
vocate,

(We are pushing the Home Department
in Canada. Send to our Book-Rooms for
leaflets.—Ed.)

Studying
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The Withered Bough.

BY R. WALTER WRIGHT, B.D.

Majestic maple ! Of the landscape queen!
What quiet strength, what comely
sweep of arm,
What symmetry in cumulative form,
Of foliage magnificent, what mien
And grace imperial domes thy living

green !

With dauntless voice thou dost defy
the storm,

From thy deey silenc> suns ine zephyrsg
charm

Angelic whispers, On such tree I've seen
One withered bough, a parasitic cage
Unclean, which marred the beauty of
the whole,
So have I marked upon Time’s land-
scape bright,
A mind and heart of wondrous dowerage,
Which one great fault defiled, and
every soul
Forgot the beauty gazing on the blight.
Delhi, Ont,

e

The Home Class Department.
BY J. J. MACLAREN, Q.C., L.L.D.

The Home C(lass Department is the
latest addition to Sunday-school work,
and one of the most promising aids to
systematic Bible study. For its incep-
tion and development we are indebted,
chiefly, to Dr. Duncan, the well known
secretary of the Chautauqua Assembly.
It is now over seventeen years since he
first endeavoured to carry out the idea;
but the chief progress has been made
within the last seven years, It is not a
new organization, but rather an extension
of the Sunday-school,

Recognizing the fact that there are
many people who either will not or can-
nhot attend the Sunday-school, the design
is to induce them to undertake to study
the regular Sunday-school lesson at home,
for at least half an hour each week.
They are waited upon at regular inter-
vals, usually quarterly, by visitors who
collect the record cards filled up with the
time devoted to the lesson each week,
and leave with them the lesson helps and
blank record cards for the ensuing period.

All those under the same visitor are con-
sidered a class, and the aggregate of the
classes makes up the Home Department
of the school. The reports are all handed
in to an officer of the school and they
are all recognized as members,

As may be imagined, the success of
the scheme depends almost entirely upon
the faithfulness and efficiency of the
visitors, It has now been sufficiently
tried to establish satisfactorily the fact
that it is admirably adapted to widely
different communities, from the prosper-
ous city church to the sparsely settled
rural neighbourhood. It would be diffi-
cult to find a church or locality where
there is not at least sufficient material
for such a work. Those who are not
able to attend the Sunday-school on ac-
count of distance, or home-duties, or want
of health; or persons who are frequently
absent, such as commercial travellers,
railway employees, and the like, have in
many cases been induced in this way to
take up the systematic study of the Word
of God under the International Lesson
system. If parents or other adult mem-
bers of families where the children attend
the Sunday-school join the Home Class
Department, and especially if at family
worship the daily readings of the Inter-
national Bible Reading Association are
adopted, the additional interest created
is very marked,

It has been thought by many that one
of its effects would be to furnish an ex-
cuse for some giving up the Sunday-
school on the plausible ground that they
can now study the lesson at home. Ex-
perience, however, has shown that this is
a fallacy. A few illustrations may be
given. In a city Sunday-school, number-
ing eight hundred members, with a Home
Department of two hundred and seventy-
five, no less than one hundred and thirty-
one students were transferrred in nine-
teen months from the Home Department
to the main school. They had become
so much interested in the study of the
Word of God, and so influenced by the
continual invitation of the visitors that
they were induced to make this change.

At the Provincial Sunday-school Con-
vention, held in Toronto, the subject was
presented in a very convincing way by
the Rev. G. B. F. Hallock, of Rochester,
N.Y., who spoke from an experience of
two years. One of those who listened to
him was a pastor from a small western
town, who resolved to give it a trial.
In two years he was able to report that
he had over two hundred members en-
rolled, chiefly in the country districts
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surrounding the town. Among the
beneficial results mentioned by him were
the promotion of Christian conversation,
and family worship, and family religion
in the homes; valuable spiritual and
soelal work done by the visitors: large
increase in the attendance at the Sunday-
school, the prayer-meeting and the
preaching services, Such appears to be
the almost invariable testimony of those
who have given the scheme a fair trial,
and who have succeeded in securing an
‘licient corps of visitors,

— S

“Methodist Magazine and
Review " for February.

The Methodist Magazine and Review
maintains its up-to-date character by its
vigorous treatment of recent events, Its
initial article is a finely illustrated one on
the Austro-Hungarian Question, The
second article is one copiously illustrated
on the recent exploration of the Barren
Lands of Canada, by the Brothers Tyrrell,
a story of stirring incident and adventure.
Another is a character-study of the reign-
ing Emperor of Germany, and an account
of his remarkable career, by the Rev. J.
C. Seymour, A life-sketch is given of
the late Cyrus W. Field and of his
achievement in linking two hemispheres
by the Atlantic telegraph cable. The
Industrial Farms of Canada, by the dis-
tinguished Russian, Prince Kropotkin, is
of special interest; he describes them as
among the best in the world, The Rev,
W. L. Watkinson, President of the Wes-
leyan Conference, England, a strongly-
marked personality, is sketched, with
portrait, by the Rev. W, Harrison. “How
Christ Came to Nanaimo” is a stirring
story by" the Rev. Arthur Browning.
The Rev, V. C. Hart, Superintendent of
Canadian Methodist Missions in China,
contributes an appreciative article on
“Missionary Problems in China.” “White
Man’s Africa” and ‘“ Rome Restored”
are also strikingly illustrated papers.
Lighter articles of fiction are given, and
a resume of the World’s Progress in 110~
ligion, Polities, and Literature i
sented,

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W, Coates. Halifax : 8. F. Huestis.
$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

|
Home Department in St. John's,
Newfoundland.

The George Street Home Department
has been in existence over three years,

There are in all 136 members and 9
workers, and the members are steadily
increasing,

Old members are occasionally lost by
removal from the visitors' districts, and
by death, but rarely from any other
cause. Indeed, when once a person be-
comes a Home Department member, he
begins to wonder how he managed to do

without the Sunday-school lesson so long.
The visitors find the work very interest-
ing and are well received by all upon
whom they call,

Systematic and conscientious visiting
they have proved to be the great means
of obtaining, increasing and retaining the
members,

Numerous testimonies have beeen glad-
ly given by the readers of the Interna-
ticnal Lessons, to their usefulness, and
to the benefits derived from the perusal
of them,

One Home Department member says :
"1 have become much enlightened by the
reading.”

Another, “The readings have Leen a
great blessing to my family.”

Another, “I feel sorry I hadn't the
papers long ago.”

Many, too, in the congregation, who
perhaps might consider themselves un-
noticed by their fellow-members, are
cheered and comforted by the frequent
visit, smiling face and courteous manner
of the Home Department visitor,

"Midst few discouragements, and much
to cheer, the Home Department workers
renew their “labour of love” another
| year, assured of God's blessing and be-
lieving that “in watering others,” they
| are themselves “ watered,” and that, in
scattering broadeast God's truth, a rich
harvest awaits, sooner or later, the reap-
er's sickle.

"0 Word of God incarnate,

0 Wisdom from on high,

O Truth unchanged, unchanging,
O light of our dark sky;

We praise thee for the radiance
That from the hallowed page,

A lantern to our footsteps,
Shines on from age to age.”

—The Bulletin,
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One Day at a Time.
One day at a time ! That's all it can be;
No faster than that is the hardest fate;
And days have their limits, however we
Begin them too early and stretch them
too late.

One day at a time!

aches
Knows only too weil how long it can

seem,

But it's never to-day when the spirit

breaks ;

the darkened

gleam,

Cvery heart that

It's future, without a

One day at a time ! But a single day,
Whatever its load, whatever its length;
And there’s a precious ‘ripture to say
That according to each shall be our
strength,
—Helen Hunt Jackson,

Book Notices.

* Sabre Thrusts at Free Thought; or, A
Detence of Divine Inspiration.” By
Rev. W. W. Walker, author of “ An
Itinerant in the British Isles " and “ By
Northern Lakes,"” With introduection
by Rev. Thomas Cobb. Toronto : Wil-
liam Briggs. Montreal : C. W. Coates.
Halifax : 8. ¥, Huestis,

Mr. Walker is a Methodist minister and
member of Toronto Conference, He has
travelled somewhat extensively and has
seen a good deal of the Old World. Thoss
who have read the books of which he is
the author need not be told that he
travels with his eyes open, and has the
happy faculty of letting other people
know what he has seen in his various
wanderings,

" Sabre Thrusts " is a book that has re-
quired more Jlabour in writing than
those which he had previously issued.
The subject is of paramount importance,
tor anything that enhances our apprecia-
tion of the Bible deserves our profound
attention,

Of course Mr, Walker has no sympathy
with what is generally understood by
the phrase, *free thought.” Now and
then he uses some rather hard words
when referring to those with whom he
difters, as for instance, on page 85 he
speaks of the “ imperious carriage, arro-
gant assumption, and blatant pretension
of free thought.” Similar expressions
are also used in other places, Hard

arguments are much better than hard
words when used in controversy. The
writer of this notice does not claim to
have more sympathy with the authors of
“ Free Thought " than Mr. Walker, but
there are doubtless to be found * honest
doubters " among them Of course, we
wonder at their doubi ug, as we think
Wwith Mr. Walker that the evidences in
favour of the inspiration of the Old and
New Testaments is such as should satisfy
every inquiring mind. Our author has
done his work well, and for persons
whose opportunities for study are limited
and cannot get access to more standard
volumes, “ Sabre Thrusts” may prove
very valuable. The introduction by Mr.
Cebb is an admirable prelude. E. B.

“The Librarian of the Sunday-school.”
Manual by Elizabeth Lonisa Foote,
A.B., B.LL.S., with a chapter on the
Sunday-school library by Martha
Thorne Wheeler, New York : Baton
& M 8. Toronto : William Briggs.
Pric 35 cents,
o0 sunday-school libraries are a verv
ir int element in the education of
ople. They outnumber many times
the other libraries in the country,
L€y are, in many places, almost the
only books in the community:  Yet they
are not nearly so useful as they might
be, The book under notice is full ot
helps, hints, and suggestions as to the
creation, maintenance, and management
of Sunday-school libraries, Every libra-
rian will find in it valuable suggestions,

“The Times of Christ,”
Muirhead, B.D,
Clark, Toronto :
Price, 75 cents,

By Lewis A.
Edinburgh: T. & T.
William  Briggs.

This book will be of very special in-
terest in connection with the Sunday-
school lessens for the coming year on
the life of our Lord. It gives us in a
very clear and vivid manner the setting
of this Matchless Life—the sdeular life
of the Jews in the time of our Lord,
their domestic and social condition, trade
and occupations, their local government,
and the like. The political situation in
the rule of the Herods, the Romans of
Palestine, is also well described, Oi
special importance, however, is the chap-
ter on the religious life of the Jews, the
religious beliefs and practice of the Sad-
ducees, scribes and Pharisees, and the
Messiamic hope of the times, We
strongly commend this book for Sunday-

school teachers and private readers,
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“8hall we Continue in Sin 7 A Vijtal
Question for Believers Answered in the
Word of God. The substance of ad-
dresses delivered in Great Britain and
Ireland, in 1896. By Rev. Arthur T,
Pierson, D.D. New York : The Baker
& Taylor Co. Toronto : Copp, Clark
Co. 12Zmo. Cloth. Gilt top, Price,
75 cents.

The topic of this book 1s St. Paul's
discussion, in Romans 6, 7, and 8, of the
Duty and Privilege of non-continuance
in sin,  The doctrine of sinlessness is
not here taught, but of not continuing
in sin. The disciple’s security for non-
continuance in sinning is found in his
Union with Christ. What has been the
sole ground for Justification, is now pre-
sented as the sole basis and hope of
Sanctification; as Christ does away with
the penalty for sin by his death, so by
his life he puts an end to its power over
the true believer. This Union with
Chirist is comsidered in a seven-fold
aspect, and is treated in the present
work under as many chapter headings,
15 Judiecial, Vital, Practical, Actual,
Marital, Spiritual, and Eternal.

NG SERVICE.
1. Bexce
11 RESPONSIVE SENTENCES,

Burr. Show me thy ways, O Lord ; teach me thy
paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach
me.

Scuoou. All the paths of the Lord are mercy and
truth unto such as keep his covenant and
his testimonies.

Burr. ord, 1 have loved the habitation of thy
house, and the place where thine honor
dwelleth,

Bewoow. One thing have I desired of the Lord, that
will I seek after ; that I may dwell in the
house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to
inquire in his temple,

Svrr.  Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary : who
i8 80 great a God as our God?

8cnoou.  Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, |

and that seek him with the whole heart,

Auu, Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise: Be thunk-
ful unto him, and bless his nawe.

I SiNaiNe,
IV. Tur TeN CoMMANDMENTS, OR YHE APOSTLES' CRERD,

V. Praveg, followed by uie Lord's Prayer in concert.

VL Sisawve,

| the English Bible should

vi

“Tares and Wheat.”
John Wycliffe. By Charles Taylor.
London : Headley Bros. Toronto :
William Briggs.

Wycliffe has well been called the
Morning Star of the Reformation. His
story is one with which every lover of
be familiar,

A Memorial of

| Wycliffe was one of the great makers

ORDER OF SERVICES-FIRST QUARTER.

of England, more than many of the mon-
archs and great soldiers of its island
story.  The book gives us an insight
into that Old England of the fifteenth
century, which we do not get from or-
dinary books of history, The author
establishes an intimate connection be-
tween John Wycliffe and his great suc-
cessor as preacher of religious principle,
John Wesley, A still cheaper edition
of this book, omitting most of the en-
gravings, is sold for sixpence,

George Macdonald says: “ How easy
is the thought, in certain moods, of the
loveliest, most unselfish devotion! How
hard is the doing of the thought in the
face of a thousand unlovely dificulties 1"

LESSON SERVICE.
L. Cuass STUDY OF THE LESSON,
1L Si¥aiNe LEssos Hyay,

HL. ReoreaTion o tue Tirie, GoLoeN TEXY, AND OvTLiNg
by the school in concert.

V. REVIEW AND APPLICATION OF Tiik LESSON, by Pastor or
Superintendent,

V. SUPPLEMENTAL LEssoN. [Special lesson in the Church
Catechisiu may here be intrcduced.)

-

'I. ANNOUNCEMENTS [especially of the Church Service and
the Epworth League and week-evening Vrayer
Meetings. ]

CLOS)

NG SERVICE.
L. Bivaixe.
1. KESPONBIVE SENTENCES,

Surr, Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard
lest at any time we should let them slip

Scnoow. 8o teach us to number our days, that we
may apply our hearts unto wisdom. ©
satisfy us early with thy mercy ; that we
may rejoice and be glad all our days.

Suer.  And the peace of Goa, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearws and
minds through Christ Jesus.

Scuoou. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, in-
visible, the only wise God, be houor and
glory forever aud ever,




FIRST QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL BY MATTHEW.
LESSON X. JESUS AND THE SABBATH. [March 6
GOLDEN TEXT, The Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day. Mutt..12 8.

AUTHORIZED VERSION, | Revisen Versiow,
Matt, 12. 1-13, [Commit tomemory verses 10-13] 1 At that scason Je’sus went on the sabbath
[Read Matt. 12, and compare Mark 2, 23-98 aud day through the cornfields ; and his disciples
ad Matt, 12, g are Mark 2. 23-28, an

% Luke 6, 1-11,] : were an hungred, and began to pluck ears of

< . i 2 corn, and to eat. But the Phari-secs, when

AR Th oo i s el | Wh s S s b, B e

gered, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and ples do that which it is not lawftul to do upon

10 eat, 3 the sabbath. But lie said unto them, Have yt

2 But when the Phar‘i-sees saw i, the d not read what Da'vid did, when he was an
unto him, Behold, thy disciples do that which is |

not lawful to do upon the sabbiuth day | 4 hungred, and they that were with him ; how

3 But he said unto them, IHave y.rnf;t read what he entered into the house of God, and did eat

]!)u'\ivl vlul,}\'\l;n-vn he was ahungered, and they | the shewbread, which it was not lawful for
that were with him ; | i g ither for the § e wi
4 How he entered into the house of God, and i l'_“” fo eat, neither f“l‘ the '!‘ that were with
did eat the showbread, which waus not lawful for | & hin, but only for the priests? Or have ye not
him to eat, neither for them which were with him, read in the law, how that on the sabhath day
y |

but only for the priests ¢ | the priests y y ; »
3 3 8ts in the temple profane the sabbath,
5 Or have ye not read in the law, how that on 9 Pie : I::l; ll Y D Yot ths

the sabhath days the priests in the te mple pro- | 0 and are guiltle:
fane the sabbath, and are blameless ? 7 one greater than the temple is here.  But if ye
6 But : say I”“'“ .‘”‘ll» That in this place is oue | had known what this meaneth, T desire me
greater than the temple, 5 o ekt c
7 But if ye had l\m'm nwhat this meaneth, T will and not sacrifice, y¢
have mercy, and not sueritic ¢, ye would not have | 8 demned the guiltless,
condemned the guiltless, lord of the sabhath,
. T'I-nlrl' the Son of man is Lord even of the sab 9 And he departed thenee, and went into their
H uy.
: 1" ‘\‘“:1\ when he was departed thence, he went | 10 synagogue : and behold, a man hay ing a with
into their synagogue ; I hand. And they asked him, saying, Is
10 And behold, there was a man which had Zix it lawful to heal on the sabbath ¢
hand withered.  And they asked him, saying, Is 11 i — And he
it lawful to Leal on the sabbath days? that they they might accuse him. And he
might aceuse him. them, What man shull there be of you, that
»}'l'l he said unto them, ‘)\"“l? man I"“I“ | shall have one sheep, and if this fall into a pit
there be among you, that shall e one sheep, Sl : 4 » :
and if it fall into'a pit on the sabbath day, will he| " the sabbath day, will e not lay hold on it,
uot lay hold on it, and lift it out ¥ | 12 and lift it out ? IHow much then isa man of
12 How much then is a man better than asheep '7 more value than a sheep !
Whercfore it is lawful to do well on the Nl""ﬂ“'J 13 ful to do good on the sabbath day. Then saith
days, ‘1 y Strete o 1y hi ( ne
13 Then saith he to the man, Streteh forth thine | i 'I_) e m.m., - ", t forth thy hand. And
hand.  And he steetched it forth 3 and it was he stretched it fort!
stored whole, like as the ot] | whole, as the other,

)

ould not have con

For the Son of man is

Wherefore it is law

and it was restored

Time,—In the early summer of A. D, 25,
fore the preaching of the Scrmon on the Mount.
Place.—~Notknown. Rulers.—Pilate,zovernor | No. 287, New Canadian Hymnal.
of Judea ; Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee and |
Perea.

Lesson Hymns,

Safely through another week,
God has brought us on our way.
TTome Readings,

No. 283, New Canadi ’
M. Jesus and the Sabbath, N0 288, New Canudian Hynnal.

T, The great Healer, Matt,
W. The Sabbath a delight,

Th. A day of r
F. Sabbath teaching, Aets 13, 42
S. Teaching and healing, Luke 1
8. The Sabbath for man, Mark

Matt,

Oh, day of joy and light,

4. New Canadian Hymnal,

Sweet is the work, my God, my King,

]e Oh, day of rest and gladness,
I To praise thy name, give thanks, and sing.
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QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS. What tempting question did the Jews ask 9

1. God’s Day, v, 1-8, With what merciful phase of the law did Jesus
With what breach of the Sabbath were the dis- | reply ¢

ciples charged ¥
Upon what was this charge based ¢

What question about values did he ask ¢
From this, what conclusion did he draw
What royal act of law-breaking did Jesus cite?|  What command did he give ?
Where did this take place ¥ J What miracle at once followed »
OF what priestly doing did he speak ¢
What comparison did he then clare ¢

What knowledge would have prevented wrong

| Practieal Teachings,
Where in this lesson are we taught

udgment ¢ L. That the Sabbath was meant to bo & blessing
What lordship did Jesus claim ¢ Gorpes Tryy, 10 man .

2. God’s Work, v, 9-13, | 2. That acts of merey are always lawful ¢
To what service did Jesus then go 3. That prejudice blinds people to the trath ¢

'.\'h.n crafty question \\:\~l '11'1‘-1' asked ? ' QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
What suggested the l]lll"ll“lll’ _ | SCHOLARS,
How does Luke’s account point to the writer's

Where w
Back to(

How do we know it was the early summer ¢
| Because the barley (or 1) was ripe.

Jesus and his disc iples going now #
ee,

calling?  Luke 6. 6, [
With what question did Jesus reply ? |
What was his direct answer ¥

What miracle confirmed his words® J
Of what was the good work in evid nee? John
9

What did the disciples do?
Why did the Phavisces ¢ omplain of this?
What did they say the dis

2 s had broken ¥
What effect had it on the Pharisces? Luke |

i Was this breaking the Sabbatl, ¥
6, 11, s disciples broken? Some of the
ings of the Lesson. ‘\\ hat had the disciple hmf\. n? Some of the
pibelgs ¢ little rules not made by God, but by men.
1 sure conduct, Tithing, mint, What did J | ing “ The Sabbatt
and anise is not the most important part of the 1L G Jesus mean by saying o L

1 s for " p Il i §
¥, *“The letter killeth ; the Spirit giveth life,” \\.lhllll.llllt 'hul man . l.': n' .au:! that it was
i : 4 S e *Ip p
Uharity thinketh no evil A kind heart will fing | "Mde to help, and not to hinder
: < foa b How did Jesus prove that he Wus
the best motive in human conduet, | u hat David 1
2 The Sabbath is God’s boon to man, The :‘ " ‘.;_l'" avid and the p
rest-day is a divine benediction.  Work and wop- | temple |l T - -
! g e § iy What did the Pharisces know ¢ That King
ship should delightfully alternate, God's glory 3 . %
(i X 4 h " David was not blamed for breaking a rule
wnd man’s good are fruits from the same trec food kis & 2
b Opportunity is God's call to duty, Doing | '© St _"‘ SAREEY MEls z
g ) > What did Jesus do not long after? Iealed a
sood is always lawful.  Works of mer Y are acts A &

5 5 By S man with a withered ha
worship, He honors God who helps his fel- Wi this rigl B
W, Love notin word only, but in deed and g “_\“: A2 e

trith do good on God’s day,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERM EDIATE ‘J
SCIHHOLARS.
1. God’s Day, v. 1-8,
Where was Jesus walking on the Sabbath day *
What did his disciples do #
What charge did the Pharisees make against
them ¢

ity By
ests of the

use it is right to

TIHE LESSON ¢ JCITISM,
(For the entire school, )

1. Of what did the Jews accuse Jesus? Of
i bbath,
« What did Jesus tell them?  Gorpey Texr:
** The Son,* cic,

3« What did Jesus say of the Sabbath ? That
itis lawful to do well on the Sabbath,

4. What good work did Jesus do on a Sab-
bath? e restored a withered hand.

Whose exarple did Jesus quote in hisdefense ¥
To what act of David did he refer?

What legal temple service did he cite?

What comparison did he make ? —_—
Of what precept were the Pharisecs ignorant ? OUR CHURCH CATECHISM,
What injustice had their ignorance caused ¥
For whom did Jesus elaim lordship over the

19. How was the Redeemer consecrated ?
The Ho'y Ghost, who wassignified by the ano'nt-

:"""_"”",? ”""*""‘ b T‘ ing oil, descended upon him.
) bl _“ ork, v. 913, 20. To what oflices was our Lord ¢on seereted?
Where did Jesus then go 9

What sufferer did he find | To be & Proph.t, a Prie-t, and a King,




142 SUNDAY SCHHOOL BANNER. [March 6,

THE LESSON OUTLI
BY J. L. HURLBUT, D.D,
he Spirit of Christ.
IV, Tur Worsmiring Seinrr,
O,
As his custom was,  Luke 4. 16,
Enter into lus gates,  Psa, 100, 4.

L. Tue LiBERrAL Spirrr,
Disciples. .. pluck the ears, v, 1,
Christ hath made s free, Gal. 5, 1.
Newness of spirit.  Ron,
IL Tue DiscErNiNG Seiir,
Have ye wot read ¢ v,

| duto their synagogue, v

V. Tue Seirir or Wispow,
What wman shall theve be? v, 11, 12,

D

Searel » Seriptures, 30, §
,‘ arch the Scriptu ¢ Wise as serpents,  Matt, 10
Set your hearts,  Deut, 32, 40, 47, e 5
Pl e Walk circumspeetly, ¥
LI Tue KiNaLy Speir,
L Ouegreater. .. .the tenple, v, 6, VL Tue Semkir or Powey,

Above all principality,
2 Lovd....of the Sabh

Streteh fuor
V. S Bare o1

Col 2. 0, Went about doing good.  Acts iu, 38,

th thive hand,

icknesses,  Mait., 8, 17,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOT

BY ROBERT . DOHERTY, PH.D,

To-day’s lesson reminds us

gain of Matthew’s disregard of the order of time in te lling his story,
We are so bound up with dates that it is difficult for us to understand how a
biography can be written without due regard I Ats arrangement to accurate chronol
But Matthew did not set out to write a history 80 much as to present to view

he beging with the birth and ends with the
cause these were the first and th

In these modern day

Listory or

ogy. a Character. I(
death and resurreetion of Jesus, it is not so much I
st facts of the Saviour's career as b se they form a logical
framework for his teachings and works,  And Matthew arranges these teachings and works accord-
ing to their subject, not according to the ir time,
from the §

Aud so, after having had three lessons selectod
A8 We can figure, was preached in the summer of
28), our attention was directed to the call of M thew, which is to be dated some week
that Sermon ; then to the sending forth of the twelve, which ¢
tain warnings and invitations (st

rmon on the Mount (which, as near

arlier than
> about a year later ; then to cop-
uttered probably in November of
y summer of 28, and study two events wi
€ not many weeks after the eall of Matthew, and v ry soon after the brief visit to J
& which Jesus healed a eripple at the pool of Bethesda.

1 last Sunday), which wer
In to-day’s lesson we turn back to the ear

h took

rusalem,
I'le Master was now back in Caper
* Subbath morning from the service at the synagogu

les, who were with him, ate of the growing grain without rebuke. Certain Phari
ed our Lord's steps watching for infractions of the rabbinical rules, acensed him
of sanctioning disobedicnce to *the law,"

sees, who dogg

Jesus answered them by a reference to the Old Testa
mient, set forth the true principles of &

abbath-keeping, and claimed for himself an authority
high as Moses

and a sanctity greater than that of (he temple.
after, of a man who had a withe

The healing, on a Sabbath day so
d avm, emphasized these teachings,
intensified the hatred of the Pharisces, and caused tl
of Jesus,

This miracle, however, only
i to plot more earnestly for the destruction

Verse 1. At that time [scason],

the time as the * second-first Sabhath,” whatever | both fences and *“made roads® in Syria. His

Luke gives | which vividly brings to our notice the | f

ack «
that means, It is clear that the eyvent of our les-
son occurred between the Passover and the Pente-
cost, * between the beginning of the bar! 1d | gogue before they had eaten any food. Began.
the end of the wheat harvest.” Went ¢ the | The use of this word shows how eager the Phari
sabbath day Evidently on his way from the | sees were to find fault with Jesus ; they began
synagogue. Through the corn. Through the | their eriticism just as soon as the disciples began
wheat ; the restriction of the word feorn"toln- ' to cat. To pluck the ears of corn. Luke
dian corn is an American idiom : rye, and wheat, 8 ** Rubbing them in their hands.” It is not
and bar| in England are called corn, Mark | unusual in the East for countrymen to eat a lit-
says, * Began to make a path, plucking the ears,” | tle wheat and barley without grinding or cooking.

disciples were ahungered.  Pious Jews wer
aceustomed to go tomorning prayers at the synu

¥

March 6.]
2. When
these Pharis
down from J
the new Te
friendly obse
them.  He a
drank with
point of view
bath. Nowe
cism. Thy
followers wh
the eriticism
sriticism on I
ful todo up
here referred |
books. It
themselves,
gression of th
minute and t
the edge of M
wis as wicke

utions as to 1
o another oe
g void the I
ol corn, they s
hinds was to |
even to eat g f
bath was a do

shows an utte

ing purpose of
there was no ¢
the cars ; only
Vecording to o
(pagan) in the
intrusion, even
sell 1o the prod
suie law made
Deut. 23, 24,
3. Have ye
story is told iy
to Dr, Farrar's
gives some re

zozue as the ap
inz, Jesus did
David, but he ug
themselves ;. the
the Taw, and he
ol earlier time
broke one of 1
knew the Pharis
David's, and the
not

then why s

esiis, whose

4. The hous
ernacle at Nob,

us the name of
Samuel calls him




March 6.]

2. When the Pharisees saw it,
these Pharisecs were those who hud
down from Jerusalem to measure the influence of
the new Teacher, and report, They were not
friendly observe Jesus did things that shocked
them.  He assumed to forgive sins ; li
drank with publicans and sinners ;
point of view he taught men to dishonor the Syb-
bath. Nowonder they were alert with theip erit
cism. Thy disciple Every bbi had his
followers who exemplified his teachings § so that
the criticism on a rabbi’s dis iples was really o
criticism on himiself.  That which is not lnwe
ful to do upon the sabbath day. The“ gy
herereferred to isnot to be found inthe ** Mosaie
It bad its origin among the |
themselves, 8o intent were they to avoid trans-
gression of the Mosaic law {hat they made many
tinute and troublesome regulations ¢ r over
's commands, and I Id that it
sard these man-made regu-

This led our Lord
* them with “ mak-

King of even one ear

I

hooks, harisces

wis as wicked to dis
lutions as to break God's law,

1w another occasion to chay
g void the law.” The plu
ol corn, they said, wasreapiag i torub it with the
linds was to thresh ; to cateh a flea was to hunt ;
cven to eat a fresh egg on the day after the Sab
buth was a doubtful act, because the hen might
have Inid it on the holy day. Such quibbling
shows an utter lack of u; lerstanding of the loy-
ing purpose of God’s luw, otice, however, that
there was no objection made to the plucking of
the cars ; only to its being Sabbath,

done on the

A\ccording to our modern Jaw 8, Which are Roman

(pazan) in their origin, it might be counted an
tiirusion, even robbery, for
sell to the produet of anothe
saic law made special
Deut. 23, 24

3. Have ye not read what David did 2 The
story is told in 1 Sam, 2L 1-7, which, acc ording
to Dr, Farrar's brilliant conjecture, for which he
ulves some reasons, had been read in the syna-
zozue as the appointed Seripture that very morn-
iz, Jesus did not need any indorsenient from
David, but he used the Phavisees’ weapons against
themselves § they were worshipers of the letter of
the s, and he shows them that the ideal Hebrew
ot earlier times on a pivotal occasion of his life
broke one of the directest laws outright. Tie
knew the Pharisces dared not indorse this act of
David's, ana they dared not criticise i, But it
not, then why should they criticise the
o desus, whose act was not direetly i

4. The house of G Which was the tab-
ernacle at Nob,  Mark (2, 26
us the name of the high priest ;
Samuel calls him Abimelech, The

L person to help him-
r's field, but the Mo-
provision for the wayfarer,

qul ?
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ite and | Lord, as one of the most
om their | tiful emblems of thi

J

\
1

disciples | believing €1

) mentions Abiathar | eiple he now declares is a greater |
the record in | that for which the temple stood,
showbread, 1 translation is, “ IHere is something greater than

143

e ——————————

sbably | It consisted of twelve cakes op loaves, which were
been sent | placed in two

iles on a golden table every Sab-
bath, aud on euch pile (or else between the two)
was luid a golden cup of frankincense, These
stood forth perpetuaily in the presence of the

sicred wnd  beau-
cient worship, It was,?
says Dr. Morison, “a signif ant and sublime
symbolism, denoting that Jehoval was the pro-
vider of his people’s food, " Every weck when
the new bread wus put upon the table the ol
cakes were remove d, and the law forbade any to
eat of these but the priests. By thus instancing
Devid's breach of Moses's law our Lord wo
teach that when God's comimanm
into collision with the real ne
they must on r

Is seem to cone

ds of mankind, u3
toccasions in aworld of inf
ities, it is men's needs that b we the righ
for God's commands exist on account
needs,

1-

tof way
of those
The Jewish sailor who, to the peril of
many, refused to touch the helm on the Sabbath,
when a wild storm was pai wasal
taken moral hero, if
eriminal. God docs not need showbread to eat «
God does not need a Sabbuth to rest

ly mis-
not, rather, an unconscious

God dovs
not need the money given to the Church ; by
men need to rest, and men need to give,  Every
law, like the law of the Sabbath, was made for
man,

5. Have ye not read in the
Num. 28,9, The
fane the subbath
temple which on general principles
bidden ;

law? &
priests in the tempie pro-
« By doing work wiihin the
had been for-

removed the shoy-

for instance, they
bread, they lightod the §
The

S, and even slew (e

victims of sac

fice, Sabbath w their

busiest day ut who would blame them »
They served Jehovah,

« But I say unto You. This phrase,

which Jesus repeate ly used, must have Jarred
harshly on the Pharisces’ ears; for they wepe
forever quoting precedent and authority ; whut
some dead rabbi had said was of far more -
portance to them than any fresh thought, 1
this place is one greater than the templ e
Very naturally is this phrase referred to onp
Lord himself. Our bodies are temples for thoe
Holy Ghost (1 Cor, 6, 19), and surely the Son of
man in his own physical person was a perfect
temple of God.  But our Lomd meant more than
merely that he himself w. ater than the ten-
pie 1 that the human body of a
an is a better temple than any
that can be huilt of marble and gold. The
deeper meaning of his statement is that the prin-
inciple than
For the better

nmore even th
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the temple,
drink, or whatever we do, we do all to the glory
of God, we therein perform the highest anc

[March 6.

If, whether we eat, or whether we | But this was not the case. In cases of life and

death they taught that a physician should be
1| called; but any permanent distigurement or pain

holiest service ; and our bodies become fit tem- they thought should be endured without relief

ple

for the Holy Ghost to dwell in,

on the S8abbath ; chronic sufferers must not take

7. If ye had known what this meaneth, medicine ; nor might a dislocated bone be set,
If ye had understood Hosea 6, 6, T will have Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days?
merey, and not saerifice. This quotation | A formal question, asked simply that they

had been given before,  Matt. 9, 13, It teaches, might s

in other phraseology, the ve doctrine that Je
sus had just taught, “Th I8 something more
binding than the law, and that is the prineiple
which underlies the law
better than “ sacrifice ;” deeds are more im-
portant than ceremonies ; love is better than any
command based on the duty of love, The Phari-
sees habitually inverted the proper order of
things, and made the form of more consequence
than the power. Ye would not have cone
demned the guiltless.  When Jesus defends
his own he does it not by halves; here is the
argument of a vigorous debuter,

8. The Son of « A phrase which prob-
ably was understood by our Lord’s hearers as
implying that he was the Messiah, T
of the sabbath day, That the Messiah was
governor of all Sabbath laws the Pharisces
probably would admit, but that Jesus was the
Messiah they denied.

9. When he was departed thence. At
first sight this would indicate (and the narrative
of Mark conv asimilar impr
left the place where the Pharisces were, and
straightway went into a synagogue with which
those Pharisees were connected 5 but Luke states
that the healing we are about to study came on
another Sabbath, It is very likely, however,
that it also took place in Capernaum,

10. There was a man which had his
hand withereds  “His right hand,"— Lk
It was paralyzed. An ancient tradition says he
was a mason, who had hurt his hand while work-
ing with stone, They asked him, They evi-
dently expected that he would heal the man, and
had made up their minds to accuse him of
breach of the law. It might be inferred from
this incident that the rabbis generally regarded

fon) that Jesus

as sinful all efforts to heal on the Sabbath day, J

Il even |

h of the law, and so
put a stop to his career as a rabbi and (as they
* | supposed) as a candidate for the crown.

' 1. What man shall there be among

Carr, * Merey " is [ you, cte. To relieve an animal that had tallen

into a pit was regarded as lawful even by our
{ Lord’s critics, but some of the rabbis taught that
| to pull a sheep out of a pit on the Sabbath was

sin, while to let food down to it s & good deed
[ln Mark and Luke we have the question in a

somewhat different form, “Is it lawful to do
[ Zood on the Sabbath day or to do evil? to save

life or to destroy it ¥ Pharisces would answer,
“To do nothing at all till the next day.” But
our Lord’s teaching is that it is never vight to
! leave a good deed undone, 1t has been well said,
| “Not to do good when it lics in our power is
| practically to do evil.”

12, How much then' is a man bettey
| than a sheep? The argument here is much
fmnrvr«ilu]rhrnml direct than that in Mark and

Luke.  Wherefore it is lawful to do well
| on the sabbath days. That is, to do good on
‘ the Sabbath days, No truly good deed is out of

‘nnh-r(-\(-r.

13. Then saith he to the man. Mk
| adds, “Looking round about him, being gricved
at the hardness of their hearts.”  Streteh forth
« The man was called upon to do what
he seemed incapable of doing ;

just so the sinner
is called upon to believe his sin taken away

.| He stretched it forth 3 and it was restored

whole. Afterall their questions and anxietics

the cure was performed withont any labor at all
[ Itis easy to figure moral natures as having eyes

to see, and ears to hear, and hands to work for
God. There are many withered hands in our
churches ; let them reach out in action in obedi
| ence to our Lord’s command, and they will find
power to work.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verses 1,2, Jesus's attitude to the Sabbath
law is not that of opposition, Neither in this
lesson nor anywhere else in the gospel narrative
can it be shown that he, either by his teaching
or practice, annulled or ignored the Mosaic en-
actment concerning this holy day. Nor did he

encourage his disciples to do so. Up to their
death they held the day in highest reverence, It
is hardly conceivable that they did so in dircct
violation of the word of their Lord, There cor
| tainly was nothing in Moses's law forbidding 1«
| plucking of corn as described in this verse, Tl
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law forbade harvesting ; but only a caviler could
make this act come within the scope of that law.
It was the rabbinical code that Jesus antago-
nized. And he did it purposely. For it had so
perverted the original institution as to falsify
completely its meaning and turn what was de-
signed to be a blessing into a weary burden,
The Pharisaic restrictions were not only numer-
ous, but in multitudes of instances cruel, They
forbade medical treatment on the Habbath, ex-
cepting when delay would imperil life, The
strictest school of Shammai would not suffer the
consolation of the sick on that day,

3y 4. The principle of Jesus's reply to the
Pharisees” indictment of his disciples is strongly
stated by Mark (2. 27) and is implied through the
entire argument as reported by Matthew—* The
Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the
Sabbath.” This is an assertion on the one hand
of man's need of the day. It is a human want,
and therefore was provided by God. 8o far from
this being a prohibition of the day, it is an asser-
tion of its universality and pery tuity, But, on
the other hand, it asserts that it is . olya‘“ means "
to bless man, and is not to be turned into an
“end” to afflict him. That is just what the
Pharisees were doing, They exalted the cere-
monies which aimed at a principle above the
principle itself. But for that they had no war-
rint.  An instance to the point is that of Davide
| Sam. 21, 1-7. He ate that which the law per-
mitted only priests to eat. Deut. 24, 5-9. In a
case of necessity he broke a ceremonial law en-
acted by God himself. And he was justified. It
is a correct principle that “ when moral obliga-
tion clashes with a ceremonial law the latter
ought to yield. And for this reason the rite is a
means, but the moral duty is an end.” On an-
other occasion (verses 11, 12), Jesus gave a very
pungent and personal illustration of this princi-
ple. Even for a selfish purpose you will not hesi-
tate to violate the law. You will rescue your
sheep that has fallen into the pit. If the comfort
of an animal is a justification for violating a rite,
how about the welfare of a soul ?

5, 6. Another instance of the subordination
of a rite to a principle is the service of the priests
in the temple, who actually do more work on
the Sabbath day than on any other day. They
really break the law in order to serve its purpose,
And they do it by divine command. Num, 28, 9,
If the service of the temple justifies the profana-
tion of the Sabbath, should not the law vield to
the service of him who is Lord of the temple? It
is absurd to exalt a service above the interest of
the souls for whom it was instituted, How infi-
nitely more absurd to exalt it above him who in-

stituted it !

7. The principles which Jesus had just enun-
ciated were not only the justitication of his disci-
‘ ples, but also the condemnation of their accusers,
| In their punctilious observance of forms they
had actually deadened their moral sense by which
| they nught have known the heart of God. For
this reason formalists are invariably ecruel in
their judgments,
8. Lord of the sabbath day., Not Lord
“ in the sense that he is at liberty to break it, but
| in the sense that he is the one whose work must
| be done on that day. He is Lord of the day also
in that he is to liberate it from its rabbinical
bonds and make it the glad day of rest for which
| it was originally given,

10=13. In healing the withered hand on the
Sabbath day Jesus by his example illustrates in
;(-\'n-ry particular the principles already stated in
| the previous verses,

When the rabbinical restrictions are cast off
what remains for permanent observance ¥

1. Siz busy work days. This is a part of the
Sabbath law. He who lives in voluntary idle-
ness during the week cannot have a holy Sab-
bath. He has already violated its first essential
principle.

2. Worship. Isa. 56. 4-7, Ezck. 46, 1-3, and
many other passages clearly declure the Sabbath
to be by divine appointment a day of worship for
all time,

3. Works of merey and bengficence. Our Lord’s
example and teaching,

4. Rest,

Thoughts for Young People,
The Sabbath under the Gospel,

Lo The Christian has a Sabbath, One day each
week to be devoted to spiritual nurture and to
mental and physical rest. Certainly the prin-
ciple of the Sabbath is to be found thiroughout
the Bible, and in no place isit annulied, A
large variety of tests applied by modern civiliza-
tion (to agricultural endeavor, to factory and
military life, to intellectual activity, and to
beasts of burden) abundantly prove that one day
in seven devoted to rest secures a larger return
from a week’s labor; and it is the universal
testimony of observers that in those countries
where the Sabbath is most faithfully kept the
Christian virtues and graces best thrive ; while
thousands of happy Christians are ready to tes-
tify that to their Sabbath-keeping habitsthey owe
much of their present prosperity and their
brightest hopes,

2. The Christian Sabbath is not a Jewish Sabbath,
like that discussed by Jesus and the Pharisees,

The minute regulations held sacred by the Jews
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were made by man, and turned a day of delight | a girdle, not with a rope. A writer might not write
into one of burdensome exactions. It was a dis- | on two walls, nor on two tablets of his account
tortion of the original Hebrew Sabbath of wor-| book, so that they could be read together, He
shipful rest, concerning which the prophet spake : | should not write on his body, but he might write
““If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, | on the dust of the road or in the sand, or he might
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and | write with the wrong hand or with his foot, or
call the Babbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, holding his pen in his mouth he might write in
honorable ; and shalt honor him., not doing thine | that way. Healso might write with his elbow s he
own ways, nor finding thine own Ppleasure, nor | might write a letter on another piece of writing,
speaking thine own words : then shalt thou de | or he might write one letter on the ground and
light thyself in the Lord ; and I will cause theeto [ one on a wall. A further speciication provided
ride upon the high places of the carth, and feed ‘ against his doing anything which would lead or
thee with the heritage of Jacoh thy father : for | tempt him to disobey any of the foregoing in-
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it," lsu.J,illnn-linnu, For instance, as even sewing two
58,13, 14. The Christian Sabbath exists m]:-].\-}slih-luw was wrong, a tailor must not go away
for the good of men—to ennoble them by com- | from his home carrying his needle at twilight,
munion with the Creator of the human body, the | when the Sabbath began ; nor must a write I earry
Enlightener of the human intelleet, and the Sav- | his reed 3 nor must one carry onions, nor egas,
iour of the human spirit., “ unless there was time to cook them by the day-
Be The Subbuth is designed for worship.  Christ | light before the twilight of the Sabbath began,
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and | It was contrary to the Talmud to use a hot hath
we should go to the church, Intelligent worship on the Sabbath., It was allowable, however, to
furnishes to the reverent soul the most refresh- | bathe on the Sabbath for the sake of getting per
ing delight, spiration, not for washing. There was diversi
Nevessary dutics may be done on the Sabbath. | of opinion among the rabbis as to whether
We must be carcful, howeye r, not to consider | woman might use a mirror on the Sabbath, or
anything necessary which is only convenient and | whether a letter conld be sent by the hand of a
desirable.  Such secular work as is needful on ‘ heathen on the eve of the Sabbath,
the Sabbath is right ; but it is not necess to| In regard to the gencral matters of food the
read the news on Sunday morning, and it is| requisitions were strict. There must be no bak-
wicked to neglect to buy groceries and meat on ing or boiling on the Sabhath : yet if one desired
Saturday and get them on Sunday. to eat his food hot on the Sabhath, he might cook
B¢ Works of mevey may be done on the Sabbath. | it the day before, and keep it warm by artificial
We may help those in tronble upon the Lord's | means, provided it conld be done without inereas
day. Whatever can be done to relieve the ills of | ing the heat by adding fuel or otherwise renewing
life, to alleviate pain, to benefit cither the body | the heat. As there was a requisition that no fire
or the soul, that work is lawful on the Sabbath. | must bestarted, so there was one that no fire should
. | be putout. If a man who was not an Israelite were
to attempt to put it ont, a Hebrew was not to in-
| fluence him one way or the other ; he was neither
' to forbid his doing it nortoencourage his doing it,
The rabbis imposed upon the Sabbath some | It was not lawful to light lamps on the Sabbath,
thirty-nine specifications of things that must be | yet there were exceptions in cases where one was
avoided on the Sabhath day. These referred to afraid of robbers or of evil spirits, or where
every kind of employment, indoors or out, | there were sick persons, or where one was sleep
These specifications were abundantly minute, | Jess: but even here a discrimination was to Le
but singularly enough we find each of the thirty- | made in regard to the motive. If the fire wis
nine, discussed and other minuter directions Infput out to save oil, it was wicked. There were
regard to many of them. It was unlawful to | also minute instructions in regard to the carrying
gather ears of corn on the Sabbath, as that was a | of food from one place to another. That was
species of reaping. Plucking ears of corn, how- | positively prohibited even to the measure of the
ever, was allowed. While it was unlawful to tie [ weight of a dry fig, or a swallow of milk, or a
knots on the Sabbath, it was not unlawful to tie | goblet of wine, or honey enough to bathe a
what was called a camel-driver's knot nor a sail- | wound, or oil enough to anoint a small part of
or's knot, A woman might tie up her garments the body. They might not carry water enongh
with the strings of her girdle, It was unlawful | to moisten an eyesalve, nor carry any garments
to tie a knot in the rope on a well to lengthen the | not wanted for clothing at the time ; yet they
cord, but a pail might be tied to the well rope with | might carry clothing out of a fire, Yet some

Orientalisms of the Lesson,
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D,
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rabbis taught the reverse of this, A Jew might lnukmi, “ Has this sort of work been your study * "
kill a dying ox on the Sabbath, but must eat a “Yes, I have made caricatures for the news-
piece of the meat as big as an olive, that it might | papers,”
appear to be a meal, He might buy eattle or | “Then I will tell you at once that you have
fowl, but must neither mention the number nor | had the worst possible training for seeing the
the pay. He might buy from a buteher, but not | trath and knowing the best.  And you will never
bargain for it, paying the next duy, be an artist until you cease to look for defects,
In the matter of medical scrvice, they might | and open your eyes to the true and beantiful,”
not 8o much as pour cold water on a .\]vruilu'«l‘ 8o it is that the habit of looking for defects
arm or foot to relieve the pain or reduce the in- | makes one blind to the truth,
flammation. If the priest hud a plaster ||1mn! Jewish Sabbath laws, Like most of God's laws,
him, and took it off for the purpose of engaging | the fourth commandment was a gift.  Prohibit-
in the temple service, he might put it on again ing all secular toil in one day out of the seven, it
after the service was concluded, but might not | came to a nation Just emerging from slavery and
put on a new one. Should the pricst hurt his | dwarfed and ¢ graded by  servile drudgery.
finger, he could not press the blood out o1 it,  He Pharisaic regulations made the day burdensome
wight bind it up with rushes for the purp | and well-nigh intolerable.  The rules for its ob-
performing the Sabbath service, A disloc ated | servance, as they are to be gathel d from the
joint might not be set, nor an emetic given on the Talmud, moto us Iudicrous,  They forbade
Sabbath. If a man broke his limb, he was not to ‘ walking upon the grass with heavy shoes on the
care for it on the Sabbath, yet a physician might | Sabbath, beeause that would e a kind of thresh-
attend a person whose life was in danger, Even [ing: catehing a flea, because that would be a
the ordinary treatment, however, was modified, 1 kind of hunting ; eating a newly laid egg on the
Medicine might be put in the mouth if there was | first day of the week, hecause, presumptively, it
4 pain in the throat, provided the ailment seemed had been prepared by the hen on the seventh
to be of a dangerous character, If a building | day. It wasa sin to carry a handkerchief, be-
were to fall, it was allowaole to clear away suffi- | eause that was hearing a burden on the Subbath
cient of the material to save the life of a person | day.—.Abbott,
who might be buricd in it, but if in removing the | A tragic illustration of Jew ish superstition came
material the person were found to he dead al- | under my notice a few years ago in Jerusalem,
ready, he must be left lying where he was until | A fire broke out on the Sabbath in a house in
the Sabbath was over, | the Jewish quarter. No one would make the
The endless subterfuges, however, by which | slightest effort to extinguish it. It being unlaw-
the priests among the 8adducees and the Phari- [ ful among them to Kindle a fire on that day, they
sves sought to evade the strict lotter of even these interpret this prohibition to imply that fire may
tiinute technicalities were something to marvel | not be toucked.  There was not one who would
at. The Master said that David even ate the | make the slightest effort to rescue the inmates,
sliowbread under the emers mey of hunger, and | Three beantiful younggirls were burned to death,
the priestly SBadducees in Chyist day made no [when a very little exertion would have saved
seruple to have the animals which they desired to [ them all.  One of the women, on being afterward
use for food driven to them on the Sabbath, | reproached for this hideous tr; gedy, replied that
claiming that the common meal of the priests was | God would reward them for having allowed their
only a continuation of the temple service for the | dear ones to perish rather than break his com-
day, and as a consequence they did not violate [ mandment,— Tristraim,
the rest required on the Sabbath, The Sabbath,  We call it the “ Lonls day,”
NOS— Christ called it “ Man's day.” He said, “ The
£ Subbath was made for man.” It was made to
By Way of Tllustration. minister to man’s highest good. A man is more
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM, ‘llmn body, and hence he needs the Sabbath to
Verses 1, 2, Fault-finding. 1t is a seriously | develop his spiritual nature. A man who uses
bad habit to be looking for flaws and putting the | fifty-two days of every year thinking of the high-
worst construction on the deeds of others. A | est subjects and studying the best books Wil
Young woman wishing to be an artist presented | become educated and cultured,
herself as astudent in the painting department Christ cared for the spivit and ot the letter of the
of a fine arts college.  While she was waiting she | law. The Sabbath is a gift like a precious dia-
began to draw caricatures of the people in the | mond. The Pharisees had covered the jewel with
room. The professor who enrolled her noticed | the dust and dirt of burdensome traditions so
her sketches, He gravely shook his head and | that its preciousness no longer appeared, Jesus

o
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brushed away not the diamond, but the dust !lllc be sure whether I am serving my own selfish

which covered it,

| pleasure merely, or really doing good to myself

Deeds of merey on the Sabbath, The world needs | or my neighbor by using it. Can I glorify God
mercy more than ceremonials, Jesus performed by doing so? If you can prove that it
seven miracles on the Sabbath, and probably | does real good to your body, your mind, and

many more not recorded,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

BY MRS, J, H, ENOWLES,

“The Sabbath was made for man.” It was
made by God, who plans everything for our good

your soul, and robs nobody else of rest or of a
chance to worship, you may. But consider what
agreat “if " that is! Can you prove all this?
Jesus said, “It is lawful to do good on the Sab-
bath days;” good to yourself, and good to
others, The soul needs food as well as the
1Iun it will die without it. No amount of

because he loves us, If the Sabbath were Il(lt“ill'-lﬂlln‘, wealth, or success in business will

one of the best things we could possibly have,

you may be sure he would never have made it,
He cautions us to “ remember ™ it and keep

it, because he knows if we should lose it, we

| make up for the loss of spiritual treasure gained
| by the right keeping of this precious day, There
is alittle insect which has the power to gather

| about itself a vesture from the atmospheric air,

should be poorer than if we had lost nuggets of | so that it can descend to the depths of the pool

gold.

What a soriy time it would be for the men
and women, and little children, too, who work
early and late six days in the week, if there were
no time when the factory wheels stop ; the hot,
tired fingers rest a while from pulling the
needle through the heavy cloth; and the noisy
city is for a few hours com aratively quiet,

God was thinking of tired working people
when he said on the seventh day no work should
be done. If we ouly knew God our Father bet-
ter, weshould see how every blessed Sabbath day
is an expression of his love ; and you know we
take the very best care of love gifts, and get out
of them the most profit and pleasure possible,
Just so we should prize and use every Sabbath
day.

There are a few principles which I think may
help you to see how to male the most of these
good gifts of God—these fifty-two pearls which
encircle the brow of each new year. 1. The Sab-
bath is set apart by God to be different from
the six other days. 2. He sets it apart for our
good ; “that it may be well with us and with our
children forever, . Our highest good includes
body, mind, and spirit. 4. Whatever is good for
all these parts of our nature is consistent with the
purpose of the day; whatever is not good for
either body, mind, or spirit is contrary to God’s
plan, and destructive to our best interests,

I think all questions as to what may or may

and move safely about, though all the water
| around it is stagnant and bitter, We need to
gather the atmosphere of a “holy” Sabbath
about us, so that when we descend into the
depths of this contaminating world during the
days of the week no evil can touch us,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Explain “corn,” « Pharisees,” “what David
did,” * showbread,” ¢ priests profaning the Sao-
bath,” “synagogue,” * withered hand,” ete...,
Tell the two stories of this 'esson in your own
language, without the text, combining the ac-
counts in all the gospels....Let the class state
wherein your account varies from the one before
us....Three topics are in this lesson—the Sab-
bath, the Saviour, and the Withered Hand....
Concerning the Sabbath, state: (1) The Jewish
idea ; (2) The Christian idea 5 (3)What should be
done ; (4) What should not be done; (5) Inwhat
ways is the Sabbath most frequently violated
now ?....Avoid minute and fruitless discussions
about details, but seek principles. ...Concerning
the Saviour, notice the aspects of Christ in this
lesson....The withered hand may be a fruitful
topic: (1) Are there no withered hands in our
synagogues? (2) What made them withered ?
(3) How may they become strong?....We may
find some laws of the Sabbath in the conduct of
the disciples and the utterances of Christ in this

not be done on Sunday can be settled by these | lesson, 1. The law of liberty, Verses 1,2, The

tests if we honestly apply them.,
May Iride my wheel on Sunday ? It may be

followers of Christ are free from man-made regu-

|lations. 2, The law of necessity. Verses 3-5,

good for my body, but what about my mind and | Such secular work as is needful is right on the

my soul? Let me think before I g0,

Lord’s day, but this does not include needs that

May I sleep all day ? Let me consider whether | can be met on other days. 3. Thelaw of loyalty,
the body needs rest more than the soul needs | Verses 6-8, If our Lord is the Lord of the Sab-
the strength it may get in worship at the church bath, we should so employ his day as to show

services. May I ride in a car on Sunday? Let

that we are his disciples and to honor his name,
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4. The law of worship., Verse 9, Jesus went to
the synagogue on the Subbath day ; he did not
ramble in the fields or sail on the sea, Many of
the worshipers were his open enemies, the preach-
ing; waus formal and profitless, yet he made it his
custom to * go to chureh,” and so should we, 5.
The law of merey. Verses 10-13.  What every-
one cun do to help his fellow-man, to relieve the
ills of life, to alleviate pain, to benefit either the
body or the soul, that work is lawful on the
Sabbath,

Before the Class.
BY GEORGE W, PEASE,

Introduction. There is some doubt as to the
~xact time and place of the events of this less m,
but it should be placed before the lessons from
(e Sermon on the Mount, thus coming between
lvssons 3 and 4.

Brietly review the last lesson in its most im-
jortant features, more espe Iy emphasizing: («)
he mecessity for choosing ; () The Judgment
seearding to light 3 (¢) The double reward of
accepting the invitation—the rest which is wiven
and the rest which is found,

Speak of the attitude of the Pharisees toward
Tosus, telling how they were constantly \\lll(‘lllll.\;’
w tind some fanlt with him,  This lesson is well
adapted to word picturing, and the two seenes |
of the lesson might well he presented to the |
class in this illustrative form,

Dreecopnuent of the Test. The lesson to-day is
a very elear and emphatic presentation of the
truth concerning true Subbath-keeping, Three
divisions are suggested by the text—The Ques- |
tions, The Answering Arguments, The Conelu-
sions,  Place these upon the blackboard and
under them the different thoughts of the lesson
as they are developed by questioning, |

1. The first question.  The innocent act of the
disciples of Jesus raised the question in the
minds of the fault-inding Pharisees and seribes
asto the lawfulness of that act. Plucking the
corn, they suid, was reaping ; rubbing it in their
hands was o species of threshing, A tritling
question, or, rather, a question about a trifling
thing; but many to-day raise just such cavils
about the Christian religion or about the dis-
ciples of the Master.  This question brings from
Jesusan “ Argumentative Answer.” Note in this
auswer that Jesus appeals to the Jews’ acknowl- :
ledged allegiance to the law as the basis of his |
arcument, In this answer he shows the falsity
of their position by (a) The example of David
when he was an hungered ; (5) The work of the
priests in the temple on the Sabbath days : (e)
The fact that they had misunderstood the Serip-
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tures.  He further upholds the disciples by (d)
Claiming lordship over the Sabbath, After thus
answering the fault-finding Jews he pronounced
his “Conelusion,” which is, thut the disciples
were guiltless, as their act was an act of neces-
sity, and the Subbath was made for man, not
man for the Sabbath,

2. The second question. The second question
usked by the watehful opposers of Jesus, “ Is it
lawful to heul on the Sabbath day ¥ was a more
direct one than the first, and was asked with evi-
dent evil intent, ** that they might aceuse him,”
This calls out from Jesus a very short, sharp,
and conclusive pre ation of the principle
governing the case, In his second answer he
again appeals to the Old Testament, in which the
Jews were commanded to help their neighbors in
cases such as the one suggested by Jesus's illus-
trations.  The argument here is very clear: (a)
Ye would save a sheep on the Sabbath day : (b)
A man is of much more value than a sheep ;
henee the conelusion cannot be escaped, that * It
is lawful to do good on the Subbath days.” Jesus
Jjustifies such an act as the healing of the man
with the withered hand on the ground of its be-
ing an act of merey, and that “ good deeds have
no Sabbath,” but are permissible, nay, are re-
quired of all men at all times, At this point hie
emphasized his teaching by performing a miracle
and healing the withered hand,

Place upon the board these two questions, with
the answers and conclusions,

Specifie application, The rightful keeping of the
Sabbath is one of the most important truths to
impress upon the minds of our young people to-
day. From a physical and mental standpoint
one day in seven is needed for rest and change,
From a spiritual standpoint surely one day in
seven is not too much to ask for the special sery-
fee of the Lord. Al questions concerning the
proper keeping of the Sabbath can be brought to
the test of the two great principles laid down by
Christ—that deeds of necessity and  deeds of
merey are lawful on the S8abbath days, Impress
this truth, that it is the spirit of the Sabbath law
us laid down in the fourth commandment that is
to he kept, and that this law is to be interpreted
hy the * two great principles " above mentioned.

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

Lord, this day thy children meet.
O day of rest and gladness.

With joy we hail the sacred day.
Safely through another week,
This is the day of light,
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of Christ and the Sabbath,
Sabbath—W hat, Why, How, pag Most
all works on the Sabbath enter into a discussion
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LESSON XI. THE WHEAT AND THE TARES. [Mareh 13,
GOLDEN TEXT. He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man. Matt. 13, 37.
Avrnonizen \IIM‘IH\.
Matt. 13. 2430, 36-43, [ Commit to memory 24

verses $7-30.]

Revisen VERsion,
Another parable set he before thens, saying,
The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man
[Read the whole chapter. ] that sowed good seed in his field : but while
2 Another parable put he forth unto them, | ™e0 slept, his encmy came and sowed tares
saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a | 26 also among the wheat, and went away. But
man which sowed good seed in his field : when the blade sprang up, and brought forth
25 But while men slept, his enemy came and | 27 fruit, then appeared the tares also. And the
g servants of the householder came and said

sowed tares among the wheat, and went his w. s
20 But when the blade was sprung up, and

brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also, an '”,’"’ ir, didst thou not N,'“ good seed
27 8o the servants of the householder came 28 in thy field ¥ whence then hath it tares ? And
and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good he said unto them, An enemy hath done this.
seed in thy field? from whence then hath it And the servants say unto him, Wilt thou
y { ) )
tares ? | %9 then that we go and gather them up? But he
| 28 He said unto them, An enemy hath done saith, Nay ; lest haply while ye gather up the
i this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou ', £ o » ik
l then that we go and gather them up ¥ 40 tares, ye root up the wheat with them. Let
i 20 But he said, Nay ; lest while ye gather "l" hoth grow together until the harvest : and in
the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them, = |  the time of the harvest I will say to the reap-
30 Let both grow together until the harvest : | ers, Gather up first the tares, and bind them
| and in the time of harvest I will say to the reap- in bundles to burn them: but gather the

ers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind b =
| them in bundles to burn them : but gather the j . Wwheat into my barn, :
wheat into my barn. [ 36 Then he left the multitudes, and went into

36 Then Je'sus sent the multitude away, and |  the house: and his disciples came unto him,
saying, Explain unto us the parable of the

went iuto the house : and his disciples came unto |
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him, saying, Declare unto us the puarable of the
tares of the field

437 He answerod
soweth the good seed is the Son of man ;

B8 The ficld is the world; the good seed are

the children of the Kingdow : but the tares ar
the children of the wicked one ;

the
reapers are the angels,

40 As therefo
burned in the fir
this world,

the tares & hered and
3 80 shall it be in the end of

{1 The Son of man shall send forth his ange
wl they shall gather out of his Kingdom
that offend, and them which do iniquity ;
t them into a furnace of
* Wailing and gnashing of teeth,
1 the righteous shine forth as the
wwdom of their Father, Who hath
let him hear.

i3 Then
sunin the k
s to )

- e
Time and Piace.—-On
Lord in teaching on the she

day spent by our
¢ of the Rea of Gali-
eey carly in the summer of A, D, 925, Ruley
Vilate, governor of Judea; Herod Antipas, te-
Larch of Galilee and Perea,

Home Readings.,

AL The Wheat and the Tares, Matt, 15
ane The Wheat and the Tares,  Matt,
W, The separation.  Matt, 1
Th. Come | Matt, &
F. Depurt ! Matt, 25, 41-46,

Y The Book of Life. Rev, 20, 615,
N. Home of the righteous, Rey. 31 1-8,

Lesson Hymns,
No. 172, New Canadian Hymnal,
Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kind-
ness

Sowing in the noontide, and the dewy eve,

No. 175, New Canadian Hymnal,

Lo! the fields are white for harvest,
Ready is the golden grain,

No. 166, New Canadian Hymnal,
Now, the sowing and the weeping,
Working hard and waiting long.

QUESTIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS,
1. The Parable, v, 24-30,
What is a parable

Wherein does a parable differ from a falle v
Why did Jesus speak in parables ¥

How many parables does this chapter record ¥
To whom was this parable spoken ¢

What is the chief theme of the parable »

What evil work went along with the good
What surprise greeted the servants ¥
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and suid unto them, He that

The enemy that sowed them is the devil ;
'St is the end of the world ; and the

3T tares of the field.  And answered and said,
He that soweth the good seed is the Ron of

98 man g and the field is 1he world ; and the
good seed, these are the sons of the Kingdom ;

0 and the tares are the sons of the evil one

s and
the enemy that sowed them is the devil : and
the harvest is the end of the world ; and the

40 reapers are ung

< As therefore the tares
are gathered up aad burned with fire ; so
41 shall it be in the end of the world, The Son
of man shall send forth his angels, and they
shall gather out of lis Kingdom all things that
cause stumbling, und them that do iniquity,
2 and shall cast them into the furnace of fire;
there shall be the weeping and gnashing of

43 teeth, Then shall the righteous shine forth as
the sunin the Kingdom of their Father, He
that hath cars, let him hear,
What explanation was given »
What dircetions were is

2. The Interpretati n, .

What request did the disciples make
Whom does the sower represent?  GorLpes

Texr,

Who is the enciny ¥ By what other names
known ¢

Explain the other details of the purable,

What work will be ussigned 1o the p apers ¥

What will be the

What is the contr
cous ¥

ed for the haryest ?

+of the tares ¥
sted future of the right-

Who should hear and heed this teaching ¥

| Teachings of the Lesson,

[ 1 The sower sowed good seed. The divine
purposes mean righteousness,  God and good
are kindred terms,  His kingdom is one of truth,
of purity, of uprightness in thought and deed.

! ) i ’ A N 3 ot & 3

- Anenemy sowed tares,  Evil and devil are

| closely akin. To mar and ruin is the Satanic

purpose.  Iis kingdom is one of anarchy, of de-
| ceit, of death,

| The harvest will be the time of separation,
Tares will then find their own place,  Evil and

good “grow together” hepe ; they will be etep-

nally separated there,  Are Yowamong the tares,
orare you among the good wheat ¥

QU TONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
1. The Parable, v, 2
Who spoke this parable ¥
To what sort of a man did he compare the
kingdom of heaven ¥
What bad seed-sowing was done ¥
When did the owner of the field find the tares?
Who questioned him about his seed-sowing ¥
Over what were the servants perplexed #
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On whom did the owner charge the evil ? | At whose house did he probably stay when in

What did the servants propose to do ? Capernaum ?
Why were they forbidden to gather the tares* | Where did he go to teach one afternoon ¥
How long were the wheat and tares to grow What was the first story he told ¥

together ¥ ] Can you tell how many parables he spoke that
Which would e tivst gathered ? day ¥
How were they to he disposed of ¥ Which of them all do you like the best ¥
What was to be done with the wheat ¥ What do you know about tare The tare,

13, or darnel weed, looks much like poor
wheat until it is fully grown. It is poi-

2. The rpretation, v
What did the disciples ask Jesus to

Who did he say was the sower of v sonous, and will spoil the crop if it once
Govnpes Texr, getsing

What is the field ¥ hildren of the Kingdom ¥

W is the good seed ? 3 ¥

What are the taresy Which would you rather be, real wheat or a

Who sowed them ¥ ceitful tare, when the angel reapers come ¥

What is the harvest time ? -
SON CATECHISM.
(For the entire

Who are the angels ¥ THE L
What is to be the fate of all who offend and all
who work iniquity

school.)

What is to be the fate of the righteous ¥ 1. Tlere is a parable of a man who sowed good
seed,. Whom does he represent ¥ Gonpes Texr
Practieal Tenchings, ‘¢ Ie that soweth the good,?? cte,

Where in this lesson are we tunght 2e What did his enemy do? He sowed
That the wicked are found among the good | tares among the wheat,

here ¥ o What grew up? The wheat and tares
That the wicked will e separvated from the tl gether,

good hereafter ¥ Who are the tares?  The children of the
That the wicked will huve a fate different | wicked one.

from the good ? | B What does the harvest represent?  The
S | end of the world.
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER 6o What shall then be the fate of the evil

SCHOLA
What is a parable
Do you like to learn by stories ¥ [If you were
not very much in carnest to find out the teath
about something, perhaps a story about it would
help to interest you, ) } OUR CHURCH CATECHI>M.
What did Jesus know? That the crowds ' 22 How is Christ a Pries'?

" i . - On earth he offered hini-elf as a sacrifice for
. ed k pre e .

who followed him we hot very much oursins ; and in heaven he presents himself to God
in earnest, for us, makes continual intercession on our be

They shall be destroyed.
7. What shall be the desting of the righteons *
| They shall shine as the snn,

Where was Jesus now ¥ | half, and sends down upon us his blessing.

THE LESSON 0OU
Concern in the World.

L Irs Oniars, IV, Trs JUpGMENT,
His enciny. . . .oowed tares, | A the time of haveest,
The encuny. .. othe devil, | The end of the world, v, 39,

Of your father, the dey John 8, 44, Hath appointed a day.  Acts 17, 81,
I1. Irs Growri, V. Irs SEPaRATION,
Then appeared the tayes, v, Guther, .. Jivst the tares, v, 30,
The spirit that now worketh, Eph, & | M things that do offend. v, 41,
Mystery of iniquity, 2 Thess, 2, 7. Separate....one from another,  Matt, 25,
ITL. Its DiviNg PERMISSION, VL Its CoNnpEMNATION,
Gromtogether until .., Jarvest, Bind them . .. .burn thom, v, 80,
Judge nothing before, 1 Cor, Shall be wailing. v, 4
Thousand years...,one day. 2 Pet. 3, 8, Taking vengeance, 2 Thess, 1, 8
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To-day we study the parable of ** The Tares in

'EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

the Field.”  This parable was spoken on a day in

the carly summer of A, D, 28, The Sermon on the Mount was followed by a second preaching tour

through Galilee, during which tour two notable

miracles were wrought, the healing of the centu-

rion’s servant and the raising of the widow's son at Nuain. While traveling through Galilee our

Lord received John the Baptist's last message,

About this time in the house of Nimon the Phari-
sce Jusus was anointed by “the woman who Was a
second preaching tour we have accounts of u specimen day of teaching
miracles, both spent on the shore of the Sea of Galile
sca was stilled, the Gadarene demoniaes were saved, Juirus's daughter wi
miraculously received their sight, and a dumb demoniae was cured, 1

inner and inclose conmection with this

and a specimen: day of
Onthe day of miracles the tempest on the
raised, two blind men
uly an astonishing day !

The day of teaching was in its way quite as wonderful. It included warnings to the seribes and
Pharisees coneerning the “ eternal sin,"" a statement of the true kindred of ( lirist, the parable of

the sower, that of the tares (which parable we

study to-day), that of the mustard sced, of the

leaven, of the net, of the treasure, and of the pearl,  Jesus began his teaching sitting in a boat,
while a great throng of people stood on the shore,  After giving the parable of the leaven I

retired to a house where the disciples in private

that house the Jast three of the parables we have
ing he and his disciples sailed across the lake,

asked for the explunation of the parables, In
mentioned were uttered, and then toward even-

Verse 24, Another parable. Jesus was
talking to a very miscellancous crowd, and he
tound that to tell storics, each one of which con-
tuined a kernel of spiritual truth as a nut con-
tuing micat, was the safest and most impressive
method s but to understand his parables re-
quired thought and application. The king-
dom of heaven has been repeatedly detined in
these Notes, so far us it is possible to define it.
Perhaps we ean best understand Jesus as mean-
ing by it the general dominance of righteous-
ness the condition in human affuirs in which
those two petitions of the Lord’s Prayer—*Thy
kingdom come,” and “ Thy will be done in carth
as it is in heaven"—shall be fulfilled. The
phrase also has its application to the promised
Messianic kingdom of the Jews: to the Church
of Christ (with all its blunders and shortcom-
ings) as it now exists in the earth ; and, compre-
hiensively, to the entire system of God's redemp-
live dealings with men,  Is likened. And
from this likeness we are to learn spiritual les-
SOnK,

2

While men slept. During the night.

This is a picturesque touch from which no mean- |
ing is drawn by our Lord in his exposition of the

parable.  His enemy came and sowed
tares, Oriental vengeance is not wreaked in
the straightforward fashion familiar to Anglo-
Saxon practice, The bitterest Englishman or
Canadian might take lessons in hatred from the
Average Syrian ; but where an implacable Cana-
dian would hasten to pommel the man he hates,
the Oriental would continue his customary cour-
teons salaams till the day darkened, and during
the hours of night would “sow tares,” He
would have the wicked satisfaction of knowing

'that he was giving great trouble and inflicting
loss on the man he hated.  Who the “enemy
|8 is told in verse 80, “Tyres” ure understood
[tobe closely allied to “darnel and “cheat,”
| weeds which resemble wheat, and which in the
[ carly stages can hardly be distingunished from it,
| Their grains are of no use as food, and indeed
serve almost as an emetic, Went his way.
He did not need to tend the poisonous weeds ;
l‘umul seed must be cultivated, but the evil needs
| no care in this world,

| 26. Bronght forth fruit. As s0on as fruc-
| tiication begins the difference hetween wheat and
[ darnel can be easily detected. Not until the

5 “fruit” of men's lives is seen can God’s people
| and Satan’s be distinguished from each other,
27. The servants of the householder. The
householder is the Lord Jesus ; his servants are
| those who labor in his wheat ficlds.  Didst not
| thon sow good seed in thy field? Yes, he
| had so sown  and in the beautiful parable of the
sower, which our Lord had just uttered, we are
told that much of that good seed was lost among
| stones and brambles and as food for birds. Not
nearly all those who are given salvation accept it,
A stony, thorny, uncultivated, broad margin lies
all around the productive parts of God’s field. In
this parable we are given the additional lessor
that not only is the kingdom of (iod smaller thar
the world, it is smaller even than the Church
There are some who seem to be its citizens who
are not ; there is darnel in the best part of God’s
jfield. From whence then hath it tares?
| That is a question which has been asked ever
since old Job pitched his tent in the eastern des-
ert. Where does evil come from? How ecan it
| exist in a universe governed by an omnipotent
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God?  Our only answer to the question (far
from satisfactory, but all God has chosen to
give us) is found in the first sentence of the next
verse,

28. Anenemy hath done this, That enemy
is Satan. Take away the poetic figures with
which Milton and others have filled our faney,
and take away the arbitvary definitions given by
certain theological doctrinaires, and we know not
much coneerning Satan: but this much eve ry
secker after goodness may know without doubt—
that there is a universal spiritual enemy bent on
the destruction of every human soul, Wilt thon
then that we go and gather them up ? Tlere
is another question that good men have asked
through the ages,
often indistinguishable in the visible Chureh @ the
day of judgment will separate them, but the sep-

The good and the evil are

aration cannot be made until then,"—70y, Caprp,
Inevery age men have tried to make that separa-

tion beforehand 3 somctimes by having the good

like the hermits and

live apart from the 1
monks ; sometimes by i effort to expel the bad,
us in the cuse of certain persecutions,  But they
have never succeeded, and never can, A harsh
misunderstanding of this text has led to most of
the persecution which has deluged the world with
blood,

29. Nay. This does not teach that w
to expel from the Church those who appear to he
unworthy membu it teaches rather that we
must constantly remember the fallibility of hu-
man judgment,  Lest while ye gather up the
tares, ye root up also the wheat, History ix
full of records of such fatal attempts at uproot-
ing. . Who imprisoned John Bunyan as a pesti-
lential fellow # Sir Matthew Iule, one of the
most godly judges that ever lived,  Which ele-

are not

ment of the Roman Catholic Chureh was in the
days of persecution the bitterest against the Re-
formers ?  Those who wer honestly trying to
reform the Chureh from the inside, W re all the
men who persecuted the Wesleys wicked men ¥
some were good but narrow men.  These il

et for themselves the impossible task of uj
rooting the tares before harvest time, and in thejr
zeal they rooted up also the wheat,

30 Until the harvest, Whicl is explained
in verse 39 1o be the end of the world, Till then

We must expect 1o se und evil growing to
The reapers, Fx-
plained in verse 38 to be the angels, Bind them
in bundles,  Anincident added, probably, for
picturesque eficet. o burn them. Fiy the
Seriptures everywhere uses asymbol of irpe-
trievable fate. Gatd the wheat into my
barn.  Into my granary. Both the burning and
the storage are figures of final destiny.

their destiny side by side,

[March 13.

Verses 31-35 give the parables of the mustard
seed and the parable of the leaven,

36. Jesus sent the multitude away, and
went into the house. Into his place of resi
dence in Capernaum—possibly Pete
Declare unto us the parable of the tares of
the field, It was harder to understand than
the story of the mustard seed and that of the
leaven,

37. He that soweth the good seed
is the Son of man. lle is the Light that
lighteth every man that cometh into the world,

8 house,

Ile has heen the Sower of good seed from the

ming; the Author of every good and per.
gift

38, The field is the world, Al continents,
in all Many a poor fellow who has not
heard of the historie Christ has groped in the
dark f haply he might find a Mediator betw
Giod and man, and has found him ; in every such
heart the good seed has been sown, | good
seed are the children of the kingdom. The
kingdom is the order of things which Jesus
brings, the prevalence of Jesus’s feelings and
sentiments (see note on verse 24) : and the chil
dren of the kingdom are those sweet souls whos
life naturally springs out of the heart of true
religion. The tares are the children of the
wicked one. “* All things that offend, and them
which do iniquity.” Verse 41,

39. The enemy that sowed them is the
devils  Over and over again our Lord teac
that there is a personal enemy of God whose life
18 spent in thwarting the divine work of love
The harvest is the end of the world. T
end of the age. The reapers are the angels,
What this means we can only conjecture, but the
pious Jew, familiar with the book of Daniel and
with other books not in ourcanon, had reasonahly
clear views concerning the angels, the * thousand
thes ten thousand ™ that minister before the
Ancient of Days,

11. The Son of man shall send forth his
angels,  This, taken in its pro

connection
is one of the most wonderful sentences ever
uttered by human lips.  1ere was a Syrian eoun
try carpent
dorsed by the best rabbis of his time, looking

Assuming to he a rabbi, but not in

past Herod and Caiaphas, past the throne ut
Tiberias and the temple at Jerusalem, past 1)

cross and the resurrection morning, and connt
g his angels much as the manager of a Toronto
telegraph office counts his messenger  hoys

when they come in the morning. They are his
angels, remember, And they shall gather
out of his kingdom all t} ings that offend,
and they which do iniguity, Al stumbling-
| blocks ; all people who so plac

hemselves that
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other people fall over them. It jsa wreat comfort
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entals are always free to make 5 lamentations

that no man needs to be had, no Hian needs 1o be | over indeseribable ruin,

a stumbling-block, Each stumbling-bloek put

in its right place may be used as o stepping-stone

and each of us has to choose which tobe, Notice
that the “Kingdom ™ also is his the world be-

longs to Christ,
42. A furnace of fix
horrible outside.”  Wail

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NO ES

Verse 24, Another parable, ( onfessedly | wheat
one of the most dificult of interpretation and
one on which thoughtful men are widely divided,
It pictures the true attitude of the Church toward

false members,

gdom of heaven. That
order of things which exists in heaven where th

will of God reigns supreme and which Jesus came
to establish on earth, It exists first of all in the
hearts of men and is essentially spivitual.  But it
becomes external and socialy a holy society iy
the world—the Chureh. [y ixcalled * of hegyen

partly because of the he
innermost life, and ps

ahove.
say this means the world, including all mankind,
Their reason for this interp

stand that all that Jesus me
there was a mixture of good and evilin the world,
and that the kKingdom of God was not to attempt
to discipline those who were outside of its juris
diction ? It is the kingdom which Jesus is found-
ing of which he speaks,  But that id
we adopt an interpretation which takes nus hack
to the creation, when God Planted man in the
world,  Jesus's use of the word “world,” as
Trench says, need not perplex us— It was the
world, and therefore was rightly so called, 1ill his
1 was sown in it, but heneeforth was the world
nolonger.”  Thefield isthat portion of the world
which Jesus himself has planted—the Chureh on
earth,

« Slept. Not a rebuke, [t simply deseribes
the Churel’s unconscionsness of the evil done
and its utter inability to discover it at the time,
Tares.  The English rendering is inacenrate, hut
is retained because too familiar to be changed
(Bengel), Ttis * colium * op darnel.” The weed
is minutely described hy Thomson and others,
The points to be noted in the interpretation of
the parable are: (1) Its resemblance to wheat,
Which in the early stages of its growth will baffle
the skill of the most expert. (2) Thongh a mis-
take, it is believed by many to Le a degenerate

nt to say was that

e Gehenna, * the
and gnashing of
teeths  Expressions such as disappointed Opj-

enly churacter of its
rtly beeause when its earth
history is complete it will merge into the heaven
ielde  Many (puold, Whedon, Abbott)

tation is the lan-
guage of Jesus in verse 58, Buy are we tounder- | authority turned into pric

is lost if

43. Then. When every hindrance to holiness
1 removed.  Shall the righteous shine forth
as the sun, * Then they that be wise ghall shine
as the brightness of the firmament and as the
stars forever and ever,”  The path of the just
isas the shining light that shineth more and more
unto the perfect da Ears to hear. Not the
physical organs, but cars of the soul,

D

-hence called “ hastard,” (3) Its roots
SO-enitwine with the wheat as 1o make removal
OF one alone practic 1y impossible, (4) When
mixed with wheat in bread it sickens and some-
times destroys life, The tares are “the children
of the wicked one,” Verse 88, A child derives
his life from his parents. In this respect are
wicked men the * children of the devil.,” The
spring and guide of their spiritual being is the
wicked one, Joln 8, 4, The explanation of the
presence of such in the Church of ( hrist is ¢ the

! malice of the ¢ nemy."  They so resemble the true
children of the kingdom a8 to be indistinguish-
able.  They have heen appropriately  called
teounterfeit Christians,” They take the forms
of Christian doctrine and turn them into perilous
untruths,  Bruce names as examples, “ Spiritual

teraft, salvation by

ense, self-denying de-
votion into gloomy asceticism. Can we not
pont to the ominous fact of Churches denying
the divinity of their Lord, the authority of the
| Seriptures, the Holy Spirit's regenerating power,
the punishment of the wicked » As to con
duet, it is notorious that many in the Church
cannot be distingnished from the rankest world-

grace into Antinomian 1

ling.

2 Enemy hath done this, In verse 39
Jesus says he is © the devil,”  He has a hopeless
task who would make the Saviour teach that the
devil isonly a principle of evil in the man, Fre-
quently and decisively he affirms the personality,
| presence, ana agency of the * wicked one " in the

Worl, The question coneerning the origin of
evil in the world has never been satisfactorily
answered, but we may know : (1) That it is not
inated nor causeless,  (2) That while our
personal guilt is not possible without the acqui-
esence of our free will, yet sin did not originate
with man,  (3) That Jesus traces it back to the
arch enemy of God and man—the devil. Wilt
thou that we gather themup? A question
which has seriously agitated the Church as to the
right of discipline. There have been many and
varied attempts to solve the problem (for an

self-¢
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elaborate historical statement see Bruce on this
parable): 1. The answer of the Donatists, The
Church must keep itself pure in reality as it is in
idea. Hence they thought that this parable
simply teaches that the Chureh cannot punish
those in the world outside of its folds, 2. The
Roman answer,  Where they

8 no danger of
rooting out the wheat discipline is  allowed,
3. Luther's answer is that the Chureh may ex
communicate, but not kill. 4. Jerome's answor
is that discipline is allowed when there is no dan
ger of confounding the tares with the wheat
Now, all this seems to |
doetrine to suit the pr
time,

AW, Nay. By arecognized canon of Bible in
terpretation this answer will not invalidate what
is elsewhere taught in the New Testament con-
cerning discipline.  Jesus himself (Matt, 18, 17)
and the apostle (1 Cor, 5, 4, 5) expressly approved

an cffort to make a
i the wish at the

itin certain instances,  Manifest and gross in-
morality must be punished.  But the rule 1o
unide the Church is

30. Let both grow up together, The req-
sons for this are: (1) Onr inubility aceurately to
distinguisgh the false from the true. - We may un-
wittingly cast out God's child, Savonarola,
Huss, Wyclif, Luther, were thus east ont, (2 The
false are so entwined by ties of hlood and per-
sonal interests with the trae that in removi
one we root out the other.  (3) Many by rer
ing in the Church may be saved who by expulsion
would certainly be lost, (4) Severity in disci
pline so far from purifying the Chupeh fosters
hypoerisy. (5) The heart of the Chureh should
rveflect the Master's spirit of patience and love,
How tender he was toward his e ring disciples,
He did not even expel Judas from his band
(6) He alone is qualified to sep.
clally commissioned to do so,
the angels,” Verse 30,

30. The harvest time. Christinn tho 1zht is
led as to whether the harvest will take place
before the millenninm, when Christ will visibly ap-
pear to establish his reign upon the carth, or after
the millennium, when he will come for the purpose
of the final judgment, The expression * The end
of the world ”” (40) will not decide t1 cpoint.  The
word is not kosmos, but aion, age, It denotes a
period of time, It may mean the end of this age
orthe endof time. Which it means here must he
decided by reasons altogether aside from the
parable. One thing we know—the good is not
to gradually eliminate the bad until the Church
stands forth in undivided glory. The bad is to
unfold year by year, side by side, with the good
(verse 30), till suddenly there will come the great
separation,

rate who is spe-
he reapers are

[March 13,

Thoughts for Young Pe: ple.
The Good Seed,

Lo Why shonld the childycu of the Ringdon be

culivd * goond seed 2 The * Kiy

"t after all,
means simply the domi

ance of goodness,  The
children of the Kingdom are the people whose
beantiful characters are the outcome ol wood-
nessc They are custodians of life, for 1h

¢
it have life,
and that ye might have it mope abundantly.”

Master said, 1 came that yen

At good seed is simply vegetable life w rupped
up in small packages,  Every trae Christion is i
seed with a whole harvest of possibilities teked
into hir

. The childven af the kingdom Iear fruit, Their
Master said of all sorts o
fruits ye shall know them,™ and of the children
of the Kingdom he said, ** In this is my Father
glorified, that ye bring forth much fruit.”  And
this is what seed is sown for, to heing fort)h muech
harvest.  This is what Christians are Kept alive

for, to do good to the hodies and souls of ni n,

their

{ people,

The childven of the kingdon have o s of i
covase,desus suid that some should bring forth
twenty, and some thivty, and some an hoandred-
ol And just as vegetable seed is valuable 1o
seeure the harvests of coming years as well as
for fruitage in the present v, so the ehildren
of the Kingdom by their more extended influenee
bring many others into the kingdom as well as
bring forth fruit themselves in their own holy

aets and conversation,
Orientalisms of the Lesson.

The tare or, as we should call it, darnel,” or
Arabic, zaman, was a species of widely-distributed
grass of very deleterious properties,  The gruins
of this plant produce vomiting, purging, convul
sions, and even death, Dr. Thomson tells us that
the ives of Palestine think it 1o be degener
ated wheat and are of the opinion that it is caused
by excessive dampness during extraordinary
raing in the winter. They hold * that the perfect
wheat is chunged to perf
process, and, further, that this change is per

‘ttares by this one sin

manent. That these extemporar

1S tares evey
after produce tares, and tires only : nor ean you
by any legerdemain reverse the process and
change tares back to wheat.” The tares will
survive much more dampness than the wheat
itself, and thus in a wet season wheat will I
drowned and the tares will grow. If it be a good
season, the wheat outgrows the tares. Still
the farmer asks, “ Whence came the seed of th
tares?  We sowed * good seed,' Dr. Thomson
declares that he never knew a case of even Arab
malice that adopted this mode of injuring un
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cnemyreferred to in the parable, but supposes that
there must have existed something of the kind in
the days of the

are authenticated through various portions of the
East, however, of this species of villainy In
India it is not tares, but S pig-paddy,” as it is
called, which grows far more rapidly than the
zood 1 seed, and gets the start of it, if sown hy
an enemy in the night season soon after the
plowing. If this Kind of devilishness is not found
now in Palestine, it has migrated to Europe, for
Dr. Alford says he had a ficld malic nsly sown
with * charnock ™ in Leicester, England, and
Dr. French vouches for the case of an ejected
fenunt sowing wild oats on the estate he was
obliged to leave,

Concerning the separation of the tares from
the wheat, Van Lennep says the kernels of the
“darnel” are somewhat smaller than those of
the wheat, and the usual way to separate them is
that adopted hy the women, who sit at home
with the children around u pile of wheat and pa-
tiently pick out the tares one by one.  When
aliowed to remain in N oquantity among the
wheat they mar the qua ity of the flour and pro-
<luce bitterness of taste, and even dizziness and
nuusea after eating,  When the tares first spring
np they are in no way distingnishable from the
wheat ; the difference, however, begins to appear
#s soon as the car comes in sight. The diffe
vnee, slight at  fiest, grows more and more
marked as the seed ripens, so that by the time
the field has grown yellow the ears of wheat can
D distinguished from the tares at a single glanee,
Henee it is elear that had the servants attempted
foroot up  the tares while they were vet green
they would have been liable to mistake them for
wheat, and vice versa. The mode of separation
recommended by the Master also deserves our
{ttention ; it is the one resorted to when the tares

dare very abundant, rendering the process alluded |

10 above altogether too tedions ; the tares are first
pulled up with the hands, bound in bundles by

themselves, and burned in order to prevent the |

inerease of the noxious weed.  Unlike the thrifty
hushandman of the parable, who “sowed none
hut ‘good* or ‘ picked’ seed in his field,” lazy
tarmers do not trouble themselves to pick the
tares ont of their seed wheat before sowing it,
“laiming that tares are produced from wheat
which undergoes a change by some unknown
process during the progress of its growth,

By Way of Illustration,
Verse 24, God’s children are seeds, not mere
<rains of sand ; for they are living. They are the
means of increasing the disciples. Through them

aviour or he would not have
made such a reference in the parable.  Instances
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the whole world is to be filled with the children of
the Kingdom. Dead seeds do not inerease, A
dead chureh does not grow : and thisis fortunate,
for neitlier God nor man desin

1inerease of
thet Kind of Christians or churches.—7onbet,

[ Wohile men stept,”  Men must sleep s but not
when on guard.  Preventive work is the great
hope in dealing with criminal « usses.  Preven-
tive work in the Chureh is not so mueh through
strict doctrinal standards as careful training of
children and converts,  Push rescue work by all

means.  Life-saving stations are indispensable

and magnificent, but stanch v els and able cap-

tains are better,  When the ship is on the reef
| out with the lifeboat ! But it is better to keep her
in the channel.  The Church realizes too little of
what is actually done for it in Sunday sehool and
young people’s societios,—(1 ), Sonthgate,

Lt both grow togethe r witil the hapeest.” Tt is oy i
| dently God's idea that the two should grow side
| by side, not to take the good out of the world,
Ilnn to keep them from the power of the evil,
| Good men are often made st ronger, more wateh-
ful, more prayerful, by their evil surronndings,
The pilgrim fathers landing on some uninhabited
island in the tropies, or even in the warm and
enervating south of our own country, would have
developed a different ra and Chureh.—A, D,
Vail,

|

Let us accept the simple thought of the Syrian
peasants, who to this day believe that tares can
best be kept down by nourishing to the utmost
the life of the good seed.—Thompson,

& The field ix the world,”  Let ug look at the ¢los-
ing scene in the life of Christ.  He appeared not
to a few apostles alone, in some secluded cham-

| ber i Capernaum, but to a multitude of five
hundred.  His  pulpit, & mountain peak ; his
Landience chamber hounded only by the horizon,
and roofed in only Ly the canopy of heaven,
How fitting that the world's Redeemer, streteh-
ing out his pierced hands as though to touch the
| farthest limits of the globe from sunrise to sun-
set, where no narrow walls could confine his
I voice, should say toall his disciples, * Go yeinto
all the world and preach the Gospel to every
ture ! '—A. 7. Pierson,

Verses 3848, A snecessful evangelist was
asked for his methods, He said : *T hold up to
i men the consequences of their lives of sin, and by
its side put the consequences of a life of right-
| eousness, 1 make the distinetion as plain as the
Bible makes it in Matt. 13, 41-43. Those verses ri-
mind me of a bright eleetric light with its shad-
ow. The one is glorious ; the other blackness of
darknes; I do not call sin ‘an excusable ec-
centricity,” but the beginning of an awful end.”
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Heart Talks on the Lesson,

To his disciples who

stand his teachings Jesus priva

always makes the truth plain to those

Sunday so clear to you that you muy he wiser
than all your teachers if You are willing to be

taught by the Holy Spirit,

But some of the sayings of Jesus are not pleas-
ant for us to hear ; so we turn away from them
and listen only when his words are such as we
like. But suppose yYou were walking along g | POWer
dangerous pathway in the dark, and some l\iml}

red really to under
explained
this parable of the wheat and the tares, [Ie
who ask
hin - He will make these lessons we study every

[March 13,

|
| sure this very day that you are among the
children of the kingdom ¥

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Why did Jesus use parables? 1. To awaken
the attention ; « verybody is interested in a story
2. To call forth thought and study.  The parahl
veiled the trath ; the heaprer would seck to pe
move the veil. 3. To show the prineiples of th
divine government spiritual law in the natural
world....1. The field, * The field is the world.”*
|2 The seeds. Each seed has a reproductive
3. The sowers, *An enemy hath done
4. The growth, pray not that thou

¥ | & Idest tuke them out of the we rid, but that
friend who knew all about the dangers should tell | Hioulde A ' 3 iy B 5

You of them

| thou shouldest keep them from the evil,” 5, The
id how 1o be saved from them, |
would you think yourself very sensible to refuse

‘hnr\ml. There will dawn a day when good

i ) ~;!l->~:-;|‘.“u\11'.lu;»
tolisten, even though the facts wereunpleasant to | sd evil shall be separated I 18 Lo alave

hear? Jesus is a faithful teacher, He tells us the

truih,

choose not to hear what he says, There is noth-

|
80 that we need not be misled unless we

of good ; sorrow is the servant of joy." 6, The
reward.  Fire for the tares, garner for the w heat ;
which of these shall be our destiny ¥

ing hard to understand in Lis explanation of this ! -

parable,  Tere is the world, Just as we find i,

There are good people in it, and thereare wicked

people.  There is as much difrc

inafield. There is always a difference, and will
be forever. Good and evil are perfectly distinet

in the mind of God, He never puts light for | by
darkness and darkness for light, as we too often |
do, The good seed are the “ehildren of the | swers ;

kingdom.” If you will n ul the third chapte

of St. John's gospel you will learn from what
Jesus says to Nicodemus who these are, Only
those who are born of the Spirit enter into the
kingdom. And so the children of God and the
children of theevil onelive side by side: sometimes
in the same fumily ; sometimes they sit together
in Sunday school, They are not separated in
this world, because only God knows the real dif-
ference between them, If we should try to
Judge, we might make a great mistake and pull
up some of God's wh when we thought we
were uprooting tares, But (iod knows:; and
there is a harvest day coming when not only he
will know, but all the universe will ¢ arly see
the difference.  Jesus loves us too well to |

ave
that great day overtake us unawares,  [le tells
us in this lesson plainly what the end will be,
We know how grieved he is to have any
counted among the children of the evil one, for
You remember how he wept oyer derusalem: -
cause the people would not et him: fold them
safely in his care,

Think of the joy of the saved ones, shining
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Futher !
It is too great a Joy to miss,  Win you not make

| Before the Class,

Introduction, The parable constituting ony

nee between the | lesson for t -day is one of the number given by
good and the bad as between the wheat and tares

Jesus on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, T
| other parables given at this time are those men
tioned in Matt, 13, In beginning this lesson

iefly review the last lesson, recalling: () The

two questions; (4) The two argumentative an
(¢) The two conclusions, giving us two

| great guiding prineiples, Explain the nature of
|
aq

rable and the reason why Jesus used this
form of teaching so constantly. If possible 1
procure them, show pictures of wheat and tares,
calling attention to their elc

resemblance 1o
each other in the eapliep stages of growth,
Development of the tort.  The lesson to-day i«
one which teaches us of the linal separation of
the good and the evil, this separation to be made
by God, the all-wise Judge The main thouglt
of the lesson in its application to us seems to he
in the veply of the householder to his s rvants,
telling them not to judge between the wheat an
the tares, but to leave that to him at the harvest
time.  Place upon the board the subject + Judg
ing™ and the four divisions, “The (-

Aston,
“The Difliculty,” e Requirements,”  and
“The Time,™

Lo The occasion, W heat and tares had beey
sown in the field They sprang up and grew
In the early stages of arowth it was difficult to
distinguish them ; Jat, wWhen marked differences
showed, it was dangerons to gather the tares, as
by 80 doing some wheat might also be uprooted
Ro to-day we see all around us what seems to Iy
od and evil, and we are tempted to jud

Man
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between them and pronounce against the seem-
ing evil.  This is easy where there can be no
(uestionas to the evil character of that which
we see, but in other cases where there may be
doubt, ere we do this let us note the difficultios
m our way.

2 The difftendtios,  Note among the difficultics
of judging: («) The close re semblance of wheat
and tares. 8o the good and evil at times closely
resemble each other, making it difficult 1o pro-
nounce between them. (b) Our lack of knowl-
edge. If our knowledge was sufficient]y full, the
wheiat and tares could be casily separated. 8o if

our knowledge was full, we could casily pro-
1 the good and the evil, (¢) The
er of the wheat and the taves, If
We attempt to tear up the one, we may uproot
the other.  So with good and evil ; if we attempt
1o judge concerning the one, we may do harm to
the other,
The requivanents, The requirements  for
correct judging are easy to mention, but dificult
toattain. - We note three : (a) ( omplete knowl-
edge,  If we are to judge anyone, we must have
complete knowledge of all the facts in the case,
the motives whichimpelled the action, and the ¢ir-
cumstances surrounding that act. We condemn
many a one for certain acts upon very slight
evidence, when, if we knew more, our judgiment
might be completely reversed, (4) Reflection,
Given the knowledge of all facts bearing upon
a certain ease, we must reflect carefully upon
those facts, considering each one fully, and giv
g to each its due weight.  Want of deliln
tion makes many of our judgments entirely
wrong,  (¢) Sense of justice, Even if we had
the requisite knowledge, and gave a due amount
o time to retlection upon the facts before us, we
mizht err, unless the sense of Justice was strong

nounce hetw

Zrowing toge

within us and unless we allowed ourselyes 1o he
guided by this sense of justice,  We must w rong
no one, but do justice to all, Before we judge
feondemn) our fellow-men let us serionsly ask
aurselves the question, Do we possess the neces-
sary qualiications for judging 9 |
4. The time. The time for judgment as indi-
cited by the parable is the great harvest time of
the world, when all shall appear before the great
Judge and receive the reward Jjustly due them,
Let us bide this time -and leave the matter of
indement to the righteous Judge, for “shall not
the dudge of all the earth do right »» |
Speeidie application,  The specitic application
B found in Christ’s exhortation in the Sermon
on the Mount, * . Judge not, that ye be not
indged.” We are so limited in knowledge, so
hasty in our conclusions, and so lacking in many
ances in that keen sense of Justice, that we

159

should not arrogate to ourselyves the position of
Judge of our fellow-men, Of course we must con-
stantly judge in the sense of estimating and act
upon our judgments in our intercourse with the
world, but we should never judge in the sense of
condemn,  but leave such to the Lord, who
**knoweth the heart,” [n closing ask for exam-
ples from history of judgments which time lLas
shown to be entirely wrong,

OPTIONAL HYMY;,

Love divine, all love ¢
O for a heart to praise my God,

L lay my sins on Jesus,

O could 1 speak the matchless worth,
My faith looks up to thee,

celling,

Awake, my soul.
God loved the world of sinners,
Teach me, O Lord

Here on earth,

There’s not a ray of sunshine,

Library References,
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LESSON XIL. JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED, [March 20.
GOLDEN TEXT, Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of it are the issues of life. I'rov, 4, 28.
AUTHORIZED VERSION, ’ Revisep Versios,

Matt. 14. 1-12. [Commit to momory wrses 6-10.]
[ 1 use mperance Lesson, read the
count of Bels ar's drunken feast, Dan. 5, 1-

I At that time Her'od the tetrareh heard of |
¥ Je'sus,

L At that season Her'od the tetrareh heurd the
2 report concerning Je'sus, and said unto his
ants, This is Jolin the Baptist ; he is
¢ . - = risen from the dead ; and therefore do these
“"!T]:!'Ii:”:"i'\_"h""'f""‘“";L“ l'”;"‘ "I';I"'I' ”'_‘: $ powers work in him,  For Her'od had laid
mighty \\(u-k.e( "I|,,l_:.':::“ h,,',h",‘h:.,',‘,:-[\.-Il i'n hold on John, and bound him, and put him
e in prison for the sake of He-ro'di-as, his
bound him, and put Aiw in prison for He- 4 brother .I'Inl b “.m.ﬂ wor doh \"“,l U
sake, his brother Phil ip's wife, him, It ix not lawful for thee to have her,
4 For John said unto him, It is not lawful for 5 And when he would have put him to death,

thee {“ |I““'!“ h"]"- i b tGiith he feared the multitude, because they counted
2 And when he would have put him to death, T e . . ivthe
he feared the multitude, because they counted Minasa prophet.  But “.)“ "‘. od’s bisth
him as a prophet. day came, the daughter of He-ro'di-us danced
6 But when Her'od's birthday was kept, the in the midst, and pleased Her'od. Whepe-
daughter of He-ro'di-us danced before them, and

3 For Her'od had laid hold on John

and
Vdi-axs'

upon he promised with an oath to give her
pleased Her'od, " b £

7 Whereupon he promised with an oath to S Whatsoe she should ask, - And she, being
give her whatsoever she would ask. put for d by her mother, saith, Give me

8 And she, being before instructed of her

. here in a charger the head of John the Bap-
mother, said, Give me here John Baptist's head in PR A : i |

a charger, 9 tist. And the king was grieved ; but for the
9 And the king was sorry @ nevertheless for suke of his oaths, and of them which sat at
the oath’s suke, and them which sat with him at

\ s 5 A meat with him, he commanded it to be given ;
meat, he ande p n v, i
"'":' \;:d' ';I'"_'"l.f:l'; ",[”'I’d"iw';"ff""‘h'."l' /lllrlhll in the 10 and he sent, and beheaded John in the prison,
prison, 11 And his head was brought in a charger, and
_lI And his head was brought in a charger, and given to the damsel : and she brought it to
given to the damsel: and she brought it to her
mother, I £
12 And his disciples eame, and took up the took up the corpse, and buried him ; and they
hody, and buried it, and went and told Je'sus, I went and told Je'sus,

I2 her mother,  And his disciples came, and

Time.—Early in A, D, 20, during the third No. New Canadian Hymnal,
preaching tour, and very soon after the mission There's aland that is fairer than day,
of the twelve which we studied in Lesson YIi And by faith we can see it afar,

> % e et . For the Father waits over the way,
Place. ie palace of Herod was in Tiberias, a To prepare us a dwelling-place there.

splendid city which he built on the shore of the
Sea of Galilee,  John was in Macharus, o great
structure—fortress, prison, pal il in one—
on the edze of Herod's kingdom. Rulers—Herod 77 Tlerod mocks Christ,  Luke 23, 1-12,
Antipas, son of Herod the Great, who murdered W Anary With the truth.  Jer. 26, 8-15,
the infants of Bethlehem, and brother of the two Th. The sear hing word. Acts 24, 22-27,
Herod Philips, one of whom built Cwsarea ""l'.h ) ""i”"”" I‘"k":} 7-20.
Philippi, and from the other Herod  Antipas . Christ’s testimon Luke 7. 19-28.
stole his wife, Herodias, The other Herods The martyr's re Rev. 20. 1-6.
mentioned in the New Testament, Agrippa I and
Agrippa 11, came from the second generation of
the same family, The daughter of Herodias
was named Salome,

Iome Readings,
. Joln the Baptist Beheaded, Matt, 14, 1-12,

TESTIONS FOR
1. The Prison, v. 1-5,
What note of time have we in the first vepse *

To whom did the name of Jesus bring alarin *

TOR SCHOLARS,

Lesson Hymns, State the relation of this Herod to others of
No. 207, New Canadian Hymnal | the same name,
Whom did he think Jesus to he ¥
A few more years shall roll, Who had caused John's imnris shid
A few more seasons come, 1o had caused John's imprisonment ¢
What sin had John rebuked
No. 195, New Canadian Hymnal, Which commandment had Herod violated ?
Why had not John been executed
Stand up! stand np for Jesus ! Wh 3 H
Ye soldiers of the oross! hat safeguard against sin does the GOLDEN

TeXT point ont ?

Wi
or He
Wi
Wi
To

loves

HANSWS
opini
3,1
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he Palace, v. 6-5, Practical Teachings.
at occasion of revel came to the paluce ¥ | Where in this lesson are we taught -
What rash promise did Herod make ¢ Why? | 1. That aguilty conscience makes men fearful
What crucl demand was then made ¢ Why ¥ “ 2. That sinners hate those who rebuke their

3. The Sword, v. 912, sins ¥
Why did not Herod break his promise ¢ 3. That Jesus is the true Comforter of those
What reward had John for his fidelity ¢ | who are in trouble ¥
Which fared the worse by the sentence, J hn "

L b ? v QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
What proof was presented of John's death ¢ : s‘_"“""\“s'
What sorrowful duty did hisdisciples perform ¥ What was the prison called in which John the
To whom should we carry all our sorrows ¥ I‘H]l'll.\'( was shut up ? The Castle Macharus.

& Who had put him in prison ¥
Teachings of the Lesson, | For what reason was he put in prison ¥ He

1. Conseien

makes cowards of kings as well | had told Herod and his queen how wrong

as clouts. - Wicked men sce ghosts where others | they were o live as they were doing,

see suints. Which Herod was this? Herod Antipas,.
2. To rebuke sin s to inenr enmity.,  Evil the tetrarch of Galil

loves durkness: light is its foe. ilute is sin's|  What was a te

answer to righteousness,  No rogue has good  less than a k ng.

opinion of either halter or law., How long had John been in prison? More
S Deathiix not the worst fate, John beheaded  than a year,

was John crowned.  Herod beheading was'~ What great feast day was kept in Herod's
Herod damned.  Short shrift js preferable to honor ¥

infamy,

1Y A ruler somewhat

Who came to dance before the company ¥
Nalome, the danghter of Herodias,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE | How do we know that Herodias was a wicked

SCHOLARS. | womany By the wicked things she did.

e T Prison, v, 1-5, Why did Herod think he must keep his wicked
By what ofticial title is this Herod known ® promisey  He was too proud to own that
What report came to him ¢ he was wrong.

For whom did he mistake Jesus ¢ What dreadful decd was done right in the
What did he say of John the Baptist * midst of the feast ¥

What had Herod done to John ¥ e

For whose sake was John put in prison ¢ THE LESSON CATECHISM.

What unlawful act had he denouneed

Why did not Herod at onee put him to death? 1. Who were guilty in the putting to death of
How did the people regared John ¢ Joln the Baptist ¥ Herod, Herodias, and

g i her daughter.
2 '_”"‘ Palace, v. 68, i 2. How did Herod show that he felt guilty ¢
What event on Hevod's hivthday pleased him ¥

: L ¥ He said, ** John is risen.”
What reward did he promise the dancer ¢ 3. What was the power in Herod's life that
What did she ask ® made him think that John had risen ¥ Aguilty
Why did she make this request ¥ conscience,
What is the Goroes Text Y 4. Is there any power greater than a condemn-
If Herod i obeyed it would e have ordered f“l";‘;f;:,';_',‘."l“‘,:",;:,','""(',:,"r"{,'.',',','.',':,’"""' i
01 tieatli ¥ What is the GoLves Text? ¢ Keep thy
3. The Sword. v, 012,

arty?? ete,
How was the King affected by the demand ¥ R

Why did he keep his promise ¥

(For the entire school.)

What did Herod then do to John » OUR CHURCH CATECHISM.

What was done with the prophet’s head ¥ 23. How is Christ a King?

What was done with the hody v Christ is the Lord of every believer: as the
Towhom did the disciples tell the story ¥ supreme and only Head over all things to his
What relation was John to Jesus ¢ church. He rules and defends his people, brings

to fulfilment the Father's purpose, and is subdu-
ing all things unto himself.

24. What is the Gospel ?

The good news of salvation through our Lord!
esus Christ,

From whom are we sure of sympathy in all
our sorrows ¥ |
What ought we to do with all our troubles?
P’salm 55, 22 | J
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THE LESSON OUTLINE.
The King and his Captives.
L A Kixe, nur A Stave, | Be not rash with thy mouth,
LA Slave to Lust.  /is brother Dhilip’s | Refraineth. ... lips is wise,
wife, v, 8, 5. A Slave to Remorse, 7is /s
Lust....bringeth forth sin.  James 1, 15, is riven, v, 1
Out of the heart....evil thouglts. Matt My sin is ever before me,  Psa. 5
15, 19,

The wicked flee,  Prov, 28. 1,
Feaved the inultitude, v. 5, 11, A CAPTIVE, BUT A KING,
Prov. 20, L. A Hero, 1t is uot lanful, v, 4,

ASlave to
Fear of ma

Whether it be vight.  Acts 4. 19, A just man and a holy, Mark 6. 20,
3. A Slave to Pleasures Dunced... plased 2, A Prophets  Zhey connted him a propi. o,
Herod. v, 6, V. 5,
Liveth in pleasuve....dead. 1 Tim. 5. 6. More than a prophet, Matt. 11, 9, 10,
Works of the flesh,  Gal. 3. 19, [ 8 A Martyr.  Boheaded John, v, 10,
4. A Slave to Pride.  For the oatls suke, v, 9 ] Faithful unto death. Rev. 2. 10,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
.\IIIUII'_' the mountains ¢
atonce aroyal palace, a g

st of the Dead Sea stood in the time of Christ the eastle Macharus,
risoned outpost of Herod's kingdom, and a prison for his victims, In gy
lonely dungeon of Macharus sat a young man, the last of the prophetic line and the herald of the
new dispensation.  He had been accustomed to the freedom of the wilderness, but for a year had
breathed the fetid air of this prison, clanked his chain, wrestled with his doubts, and waited for de

liverance, e was set free at last, as many a martyy
ness of death. Ierod’s birthday came, and there was

il since has been set free, by the sharp
banquet in the castle, Nobles, gencerals,
and courtiers reclined around the tables, feasted upon delicious viands, and drank their master's
health from full cups, In the very height of the carouse there was a patter of
marble flo
her gry

soft footfalls on the
as the princess Salome entered in the dress of a dancing girl. The nobles gazed upon
seful postures in the voluptuous dance, and King lerod, in the excitement of the hour,
pledged her the granting of any request, even to the cost of half kis kingdom, Holding ont Ly
white arms, she spoke in trinmph, “Give me here John the Buptist’s head upon a plate!” The
king started from his throne, and a shadow fell across nis face.  But his word had passed, and lLe
dared not face the scorn of his guests by refusing to fulfill it, The command was unwillingly
given, a heavy tread was heard along the corridor, a scimetar flashed, and the noblest head in all
Herod’s kingdom fell. There is seen a gory head upon a charger, horne by fair hands to a woman
whose heart revenge has steeled against pity. But all is not over. There sits on the throne a king
whose look shows remorse eating within his soul. e cannot rest, and when men tell of the won
ders wrought by a new Prophet he speaks in tones of terror: *It is John the Baptist, whom I he
headed ! He is risen from the dead !

Verse 1. At that time. Matthew's disre- the marriage of Herod and Terodias was ines
gard of the order of time makes the meaning of | pressibly shocking 5 it came under prohibition,
such phrases as these uncertain, but from Mark’s first, as adulte
story we are led to infer that this ftime " was | incest,
during the missionary journey of the twelve, | riage with a sister-in-law were hoth so re led
Herod.  Herod Antipas. e was a son of | It was a political blunder too : for the father of
Herod the Great, and his mother was a Samaritan | Herod's deserted wife took up her cause and .1
woman. e was brought up at Rome, married | clared war against Herod, This war involved
an Arabian princess, to whom he wasuntrue, and | increased taxation of the Galilean Jews, and very
then stole the wife of Philip, who wus also ason | likely also the drafting of soldiers from among
of Herod the Great, but by another mother, and l them 5 and as it was dir 'ty against both their
who lived in wealth and retirement at Rome, | taste and their conscience, disloyalty spread fa
Family relationships were so strangely mixed | and wide, Then the war ended disastrously :
among the Herods that Herodias was niece toland under such conditions to have a prophet so
both of her husbands, To the J ewish conscience influential as John the Baptist denounce the

secondly, as an act of donbi
because marriage with a nicee and ma
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crime endangered Herod's throne. The te-
trarch. That is, the ruler of a quarter, When
the conquering legions of Rome parted the na-
tions of the world among the imperial vietors it
became almost a custom to divide kingdoms into
quarters, and put a tetearch or quarter-kKing over
vach.  Such a man wus often complimentarily
called * King,” as in Mark 6, 14, Herod spent
mueh time and energy in an effort to he made
tully a King, and it may have been to his trip to
Rome for this purpose that our Lord alludes in
Luke 19. 122 but he failed, and in the end lost his
tetrarchy. ‘I'he fame of Jesus. * Ieard the
report concerning Jesus,” who had now been
teaching and

L working miracles for a little loss
than a year; a good part of that year had heen
spent in Judea, when his fame began to spread
suddenly.  He was the “ sensation ™ of the hour,
and what all the good folk talked about of
course soon came echoing to the court, where
the tetrarch was trying to drown conseience in o
round of pleasure.

2. Said unto his servants., Not hisslaves, as
in many other cases, but ofticials of higher rank.,
Who were these men who had conference with
ilerod about Jesus?  We do not know ; hut
it is very likely (as Dr, Plumptre su
Chuza, the royal steward, whos
mentioned in Luke R,
Jesus  of her substar

ggests) that

* wife Joanna is
as ministering  unto
y was one: and that
Manaen, his foster brother, hrought up with him
from babyhood, and mentioned in Acts 13, 1, was
another : and that the nobleman the healing of
whose gick son at Capernaum was the second
miracle that Jesus did (John 4, 54) was a third,
This ix John the Bapti
our Saviour’s character floated in the minds of
the Jews,  Some maintained that he was Elijah
returned to the earth, as Jewish folklore tanght
Elijuh wonld return ; some that, if not Elijah, he
was another prophet come hack from the gray e
and still others that he was John the Baptist,
These conjectures were all strangely charncteris-
tic of that strange people among whom Jesus
was born—a people so tied to the past, to tradi-
tion and history and ritual, that they had no power
to think of anything new, and when a strange
character appeared concluded. as a matter of
course, that he was one of the great of the past
come back again, It is probable that Herod dis-
cussed with “his servants” these three theories,
which are mentioned in Matt, 16, 14, Luke 9, 7-9,
and, helped by a guilty conseienee, rejected that
of Elijah, and that of another prophet, and de-
Cided on that of John. He is risen from the
dead,  And yet there is strong reason to be-
lieve that Herod was a Sadducee. He certainly
was in warm friendship with the Sadducean

Three opinions of
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,barty, and our Lord spoke of the “leaven of
Herod ™ as being identical with the leaven of the
Sadducees,  Compare Mark 8, 15 with Matt, 16, 6,

| But when a man has personal fears theories to
the contrary do not hold, Herod had murdered

| John, and of all the awful facts which an excited

imagination could fear that of the return of a
murdered prophet to life would he most dreaded,
That Herod's conscience was ter ror-stricken is to
be seen here and in the corr sponding accounts,
and his superstitious fear afterward became al-
most proverbial in ancient Rome. Therefore
mighty works do show forth themselves in
him. Rising from the dead, he would be ex-
pected to possess more miraculous powers ; and
we know that in his lifetime John did not work
any miracles, John 10, 41,

3. Herod had laid held on John, Had
sent his soldiers into the wilderness to arrest
him. This was about a year before the birthday
banquet.  And bound h Chained him,
Put him in prison. From Josephus we learn
that John’s prison was in Perea, the most east-
ern of Herod'’s provinces, and in the castle of
Machaerus, which, like many castles in Europe
and Asia, did duty at once as palace and prison
and fortress.  M'khauer is the modern name of
the place where it stood. Apparently Herod was
making his headquarters here while striving to
push on the war with King Aretas, who had been
his father-in-law, The war, as we have seen,
was a disastrous one for Herod, and the Jews
concluded that John’s death was the re son,
For Herodias’ sake, his brother Philip’s
wifes Herod had two brother Philips, one of
whom he thus wronged, and the other of whom
was tetrarch of Iturea, lerodias was Herod's
evil spirit ; she participated in his crime against
Philip : she precipitated the execution of John
the Baptist; and she led her husband into in-
trigues to have the title of tetrarch chapged
for the title of king, and thus unintentionally
accomplished his ruin,

4. John said unto h This is going back
in the history. Notice the order. Herod s id
certain things concerning Jesus ; the reason he
said them was beeause he had imprisoned John ;
the reason he had imprisoned John was because
John had said unto him, It is not lawful for
thee to have her. Luke tells us that John's
rebuke was not limited to Herod’s sin with
Herodias, but included “all the evil which he
had done."”

5. When he would have put him to
death. ‘‘ Although he was willing to put him
to death.” Herodias was the active spirit in
accomplishing John’s ruin, Herod was afraid of
John and at the same time deeply impressed by




'
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him. Read the story as given in Mark. Josephus
tells us that Antipas feared that John the Bap-
tist's direct preaching would incite the Galileans
to an open rebellion. He feared the multis
tude.  Again we urge the teacher to study the
story as told in Mark, who tells us that Herod
feared John because of his justice und holiness,
“Did many things ™ in Mark's story should he
translated “ was much perplexed.”  Herod was
100 weak to he consistently good, and too weak
to e comfortably bad,  Herodias walked firmly
where he staggered, but the footsteps of bhoth
were on the direct path to ruin.  They
counted him as a prophet. And therefore
lifted by God above the authority of Kings,
They belonged to a generation which * built sep
ulchers to the prophets, not to the kings.” They
reverenced the memory of Elijuh move than Ahab:
of Isaiah more than Manasseh., They respected
John more than Herod, and believed him to haye
been sent by G,

Wh Hervod’s birthday was kept,
The gorgeous splendor of Herod's birthday par-
ties is alluded to by a poet of the time, Pes-
sius, The daughter of Herodins, Whose
name was Salome,  8he afterward was married to
another Herod Philip, the tetrarch of Iturea.
Danced before th The dancing girls of
antiquity seem to have been as popular in Jew ry
as in Rome.  They made dancing a profession,
like the hetera of Gred
of India. Pure lives were not expected  of
them. That a royal maiden shonld take their
place was startling to the banqueters,  * Danced
before them” should be *“in the midst of
them.” Pleased Herod. No sacrifice that
she could have made for this tyrant's glory
would have been so richly rewarded by him as
this sucrifice of her maidenly modesty,

7. Whereup Immediately, and as a re-
ward for the dancing. Promised....to give
her whatsoever she would ask, According
to Mark, he offered half of his kingdom, which, of
course, he was confident would not he asked for.

8. Being before instructed of her mother.
** Before instructed " might be translated * insti-
gated.” [t does not mean that the girl was in-
structed before she danced, because she did not
know that the offer would he made her.  Mark
tells us that she went directly from the banquet
to her mother to ask her advice, The banguet
was, according to the custom of the time, for
men only. Give here John Baptist’s
head. By going to her mother Salome had
turned her trinmph into a triumph for Herodias,
and in the hour of success one's strongest trait is
apt to be manifested. Herodias’s strongest char-
acteristic was revenge; now was the time she

and the nauteh givls

4

could have it, A charger, The original mean-
ing of the word thus trunslated is a flat wooden
dish, but the plate or plague may have been
i Dr. Carr conneets the
w horse, and cargo, the
original meaning of hoth being that upon which
o load is placed

« The King was sorry, Doubtless he pe-
called the holy resolutions he had made under
John’s preaching.  Very likely he recalled reli-
Klous conversations with his foster brother Ma

made of any mate

word with * charger,

nacn. - But Herod was one of many men, somie
of whom are great in endowments and large
in will, who by theiv very natures submit mope
readily and more unreservedly to the dom
nance of a woman than to that of any man, There
probably  was not a counselor in Herod's do-
minions who could have seeured John Baptist's
death.  For the oath’s sake, Dr. Plumptre
has a short remark on this clause : * Like most
weak men Herod feared to be thought weuk.
A false regard for public opinion, for what
will say «
Y was in this, as in many other instances,
an incentive to guilt instead of a restraint,” I
Herod had sworn to Salome only, and none of th
guests had heard him, one-half of the reason
which brought ahout the murder would have
vanished ; if he had sworn to God and not even
Salome knew ity it is very doubtful whether
his conscience would

e P think of us in our own narrow

¢ led him to keep his
outh,

10. He sent. The

xecutioner was always

Iy i an oriental court,  Beheaded John

€ prison.  The king was supposed by the
people to be the God-appointed arbiter of life
and death; nevertheless, the killing of John was
popularly looked upon axa foul murder, As we
have already s
bility in the basement or cellar of the castle of
Macherus, in whose banqueting hall the feast
was served. So that we may think of thre
seenes at the one hour under the same roof—=sy

o the prison was in all proba

lome and Herodias trembling with passion over
their victory in their private chamber, Herod
still drinking his perfumed wine among  his
nobles in the bhangueting hall, and the young
rophet breathing ont his soul to God under th
ul strol

11. His head was brought in a charger.
Every detail of the promise must be ostenta
tiously kept.  Given to the damsel. O
marvels at the hardihood of Phillp of Tturea, who
ventured, a few months later, to marry this girl
She brought it to her mother. And with
this scene, the young girl handing the bleeding
head of the prophet to her mother, the two wom
“n pass out of sacred history, Only the general
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e e —
facts of their subsequent history is known, [fe- first cousin, Aristobulus, '\.-mnliuututradlllnn,
rodias urged her husband to seek the titie of she slipped in Crossing a rviver and the jce severed
king, but when he went to Rome on this errand  her head from her body, a fate that good people
his Galilean enemies conspired against him, e regurded as retributive,
was deposed even from his tetrarchy, and wus 12, His disciples came, and took up the
banished to a town on the site of the modern body, and buried it, Herod probably made
city of Lyons, in France, One good thing may no objection to these last honors,
be said of her, that having loved himein his larity Was too great to pe
honor, she loved him even in his degradation. persecute his followers. Went and told Jesus.
Salome, as we have seen, married Philip the te- | It is very likely that the majority of them from
trarchof Iturea, and when he died married her this time became our Lord's disciples,

John’s popu-
rmit the authorities to

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NO’

Verse 1. At that time. While the apostles | 8o he put him in chains
were on their missionary tour, Andrews and | castle of Machwerus,
others by careful study of the data place the | This piece
date of John's death in the latter part of March, ' aceount in every essential particular, The points
or the beginning of April, A, D, 20, a little be- of difference are those that we should expect
fore the Passover reported by John (6. 4). At from the different view-points taken by a. poli-
the time when unbelief was growing strong in nand an evangelist.
Galilee and deadly in its purpose our Lord had | He is risen from the dead. Ierod waus
nothing to fear from the seculur authority, The g Sadducee. Compare Matt, 16, 6 and Mark 8, 15,
guilt of blood which lay on Herod's soul was | But skepticism is akin to superstition. An
Jesus's protection. He whose conseience was | alarmed conscience tears into shreds intellectual
sadly stained by the Bood of one prophet would | opinions by which a corrupt soul attempts to
not be hasty to shed that of another. Herod | veil its guilt, Then the mind which has not been
the tetrarch. Herod Antipas, son of Herod | stayed by stable truth overrides all reason and
the Great. He was by his father's appointment | trembles hefore absurdities, A man who does
sovereign of Galilee and Perea, He had mar- | not believe in the resurrection accounts for an
ried the daughter of the Arabian king, Aretas : unusual phenomenon by supposing a murdered
but became enamored of Herodias, wife of his prophet raised from the dead ! What so credu-
half-brother Philip, who was a private citizen liv- ' lous us unbelief ?
ingat Jerusalem, and daughter of another broth- | 3, Ph ip. Not to be confounded with Philip
er, Aristobulus, The ambitious woman, in the | the tety hof Iturea and Trachonitis, mentioned
face of decency and moral law, abandoned her ' in Luke 3. 1. It is interesting to know that
husband for Herod, who for loye of her sent his  Salome became the wife of this Philip the tetrarch,
first wife to Arabia. This act brought about u  Herodias is the commanding figure in this pic-
disastrous war, in which he was totally defeated ture.  Granddaugl T of the icent Mir-
and his army destroyed.  He lost his throne, famme, she seems to have inherited her beauty,
and after various misfortunes was banished to  and courage, and passion, and decision, but was
Bpain, where he and the infamous Herodias died, utterly without her virtue, She is one of those
Herod’s usual place of residence while tetrarch  dazzling women who have frequently flashed
was at Tiberias. But he also had a castle at the  with lightning brilliance and deadliness in his-
other extreme of his dominion, called Machwrus, tory. It was she who instigated the imprison-
which his father had enlarged and fortified, and ment of John.  Aud it was her genius that
where, it is inferred from the account of the planned and accomplished his death,
feast in this narrative, he sometimes resided, [t 4. It is not lawful. (1) Because it was a
18 there, according to Josephus, that John was double adultery. They were both lawfully mar-
imprisoned.  The Jewish historian gives the ' pied. 2) Because it was incest: she was his
reason for the imprisonment and death of John | nicce. There is @ higher law than the will of a
thus (Ant. 18, 1,2): “ And when a great multitude | King.
came to him and were moved by his discourses, @, Danced before them, It was a part of
Herod, fearing lest he might use his influence to | the deep scheme of the mother of Salome, whose
urge them to revolt—for he well knew they | hatred and fear could not rest till she had accom-
would do whatever he advised them-—-thought | Plished the death of the heroic man who haad
that the best course for him !otakownstnpulhim“hluuled her union with Herod. The dance is
todeath before heattempted anything of the kind, | supposed to be the well-known immoral dance

S.
and sent him to the

and there put him to death,”
of history confirms the evangelist's
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decency and modesty, In this case it was ag-
gravated by the royal dignity of the performer,

9. Sorry vertheless for hisonth’s sake,
It becomes a choice between * a pointof honor ™
or murder. No divine law will require the ful-
fillment of a wicked vow. One wrong is not
effaced by another.  But it was not hefore God
he paused. 1lis moral sense was determined not
by the divine law, but by the sentiment of those
who sat with him at meat. It is not godli-
ness, but what is falsely called “ manliness,”
that is the excuse for many o wrong, Whedon
truly says, ““ A duelist or gambler is the model of
such a faith.”

11. And his head was brought. The in-
ference is that it was brought there that night
a ghastly close of a feast. If so, then it o¢
curred in the castle where John was imprisoned,
All this was probably arranged by the deep
woman of deadly purpose. But, as in all such

instances, she overleaped her purpose, She |

divoreed the heart of the people from their king.
By leading him to an act which shocked his moral
sense she awoke anavenging consc ience, which
tormented him like Nemesis, and unfitted him for
the duties of a king, and prepared the way for
the dreadful disaster which befell him and his
realm,

Thoughts for Young People,
The Unkingly King.

Welive in a land where every man i3 a king.
‘“Are there noblemen in your country?” asked
a French lady of a Canadian in the early days.
“Plenty of them,” he answered, * Iam one."
But not every king is kingly. Letus see from
this lesson what discrowns a king.

Ve Love of pleasurve makes the king wnkingly.

Had Herod controlled his sensual lust, he would
never have slain John the Baptist,  His first step
in evil almost necessitated the last step, Many a
noble young man is ruined by seeking the grati-
fication of his appetites,
o Lack of moval prineiple takes away the king's
crown,  He isnot kingly who spurns law, but who
enforces it upon himself no less than upon oth-
ers, He who does right alone is royal,

Be Auger at vighteous rebuke vobs the king of hix
royalty.  Mappy is he who has a friend who ven-
tures to tell him when he is wrong ; and foolish is
he who takes offense at the word of honest cen-
sure,

4e Raxh promises take away the kingly quality.
The true ruler is wise, thoughefu, judicial, and
makes no hasty pledges,

B¢ Loar of wmen makes the keve 1 slave, Werod

|
of the Ionians—a gross violation of all rules of

wis a cowa

+and no coward can ever be royal,
The Kingly man is he who resists the current
when it sweeps in evil channels,

6o Weakness of will shows the wnkingly nature,
Herod veered  between contradictory forces—
Herodias and John ; the people and the courtiers ;
his promise and his conscience, The weak man
is almost certain to become the wicked man.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Herod had put Joln Baptist into prison,
Among the Greeks imprisonment was seldom
used as a legal punishment for offe but only
for confining persons charged with crime until
the period of their acquittal or convietion. The
punishment itself on convietion might he ban-
ishment or death,  Imprisonment while awaiting
trinl was common enough, though it was allow-
able to accept bail instead of imprisonment.
Farmers were often imprisoned if their taxes
were not paid. It was, however, allowable to
confine a person in prison after his condemnation
while awaiting exeeution. In such cases, how-
ever, the criminal was chained, but even this
does not make the imprisonment to be any part
of the punishment, but merely a part of the proe-
| esses of arvest and execution of the law. Plato
proposed three kinds of prisons—one reforma-
tory, one for the incorrigible, and one in the form
of penal settlements,  But there are no ex: nples
known of imprisonment as a punishment in itsclf,
The same idea of punishment obtuined among
the Romans,  Henee John was not condemmned
to death, nor even had he been convieted, but
was merely incarcerated, awaiting examination
and trial. It often happened, however, amor
ntul Kings that capital punishment was wl-
ministered at the mere whim of the sovereign,
and the law itself preseribed capital punishment
for trifling offenses.  The prisons in most cases
» underneath the palace or in some other por-
tions of the royal residence, and it was not unu-
sual, even on Roman farms, to find private
attached to the master’s residence for confining
Classes of slaves who were unmanageable until
they were willing to comply with their master's

orders,

wel

risons

Dancing.  The dancing which is referred to here
was not that known as saltatio, but that classed
as a pantomimus, In these pantomimes, which
were dramatie pieces, a story was supposed to be
represented by the dancing and the movement of

| & single dancer, It wasa species of deama almost,
entirely confined to the later period of the Roman
Empire. The actor, in order to make his drama-
tized rendering perfect, must first master thi
story perfectly, and then have imagination enough
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to piece the scenes together, and a fine taste for
rendering delicate points in the production, In
the times of Christ such exhibitions we Livery
fushionable recreation for (he upper and the
cultivated classes,  The ruge for these dancing
exhibitions was 5o great that picces which wepe
not originally written for the drama at all wepe
dramatized by these dancer: Just as we see £l

Tom’s Cabin Aramatized on the theater hourds,
though nothing could have been further from the
thought of the author than that it should he put
1o this use, Nevertheless, the demand I
creat that the best poets composed piec
pressly for these Pantomimes, which we

e so
Ux-
ren-
dered with the accompaniment of orchestra, con-
sisting of pipes, exymbals, and zitheps,

Just as we are aceustomed to i musical e
formance without words, and intended to ey
Sent some movement of nuture, as g rippling
stream or o thunderstorin, so these Pantomimes
were supposed to be o vivid as to represent o
complete story, Possibly an illusteation might
be found in the pantomime of the deaf and dumh
institutions, but this was Supposed to represent
the “ poetry of motion.” The dancers were to
lave* speaking hands; " they must have thorough
training, and might he arrayedin splendid robes,
Their movements were various, “ now soft, deli-
4nlv,\'4n[u|rl||u||~,]-rvm~nlIy rir-iuulmnwihl]vussiun»
ite outhursts,” which made the whole sensiously
seductive and intoxicating, Many stories are told |
of Roman ladies ruined under the influence of
thix pantomime, and the moral corruption of the
Roman Empire is alleged to have begun with the
introduction of this species of duncing, though
dancing is scarcely a word competent to repre-
sent these performances, Tiherias, Nero, and |
Domitian in tuen bunished them from the em-
pire s not, however, on the ground that they cop-
ripted the public morals, hut hecause of the dis-
order produced by the rival fuctions among the
performers,  Throughout Italy they we only
allowed to perform in private, Dancers were
relegated to the elass of ** infamics, or disrepu-
table people, and they were not eligible to certain
civie positions,  They could not become magis-
frates, and their children were prohibited
legal marriage with any members of the fu
of the senators, 1If any soldier hecame an actor,
¢ was punished with death. The dancers were
mostly slaves or freedmen, yet they were flattered
and petted,  In elubs and guilds they nhluinml“
their highest position and were supported at the
vommon expense,  Perhaps nothing could have
made the Jews niope indignantthan that a Hebrew
Maiden should condescend to take part in these
vorrupt and eorrapting pantomimes,

This was on the occasion of Herod’s birthday, |
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though it is not certain but that it was a feast 1o
commemorate his uccession 1o DPower, us siuch
feasts ¢ very common, especially in Herod's
family, The ordinary title was, * The day of the
king." In Egypt the birthdays of the Kings were
celebrated with great pomp.  No husiness wus
done upon them, and all Clusses indulged in fos-
tivities,  Wilkinson tells us that all Egyptians
attached much importance to the day and even
1o the hour of their bivth, but the Jews seem to
have ot the notion that in some way they wepe
associated with idolatry,  The bipth
Sultun of Turkey is an o casion of festal guther-
ings throughout that countr: il every hamlet
that hoasts a government official is illuminated
by lanterns when night comes on. It was com-
mon enough to engage these dancing girls at the
entertainments or as a part of the entertainnent
of these occasions, and men vied with each other
in the value of the gifts they bestowed upon the
dancers, Some found themselves in financial
straits after taking partin these entertainments,
Herod, either through excessive admiration op
pride in competition with the other donors, fool-
ishly tells this girl that she may ask what she
Dleuses to the half of his Kingdom. A writer on
the fur East tells of a duncer, Laal-Koner, who
gained such an ascendaney over the Mogul Eme-
peror Ma'az ed-Din thut he made her joint goy-
erness of the empire with himself,

" of the

By Way of Hlustration,

Johi's biddness, Bishop Latimer displeased
the wicked King Henry viII by a sermon he
breached at court.  The king ordered him to pe-
cant the next Sunday. But when he arose to
speuk he said : ** Hugh Latimer, dost thou know
1o whom thou art to speak this day vy To the
mighty monureh who can tuke away thy life it
thou offend.  Therefore take heed not to dis-
please  him.”  Then as if recalling  himself ;
“Hugh, dost thou know who is present with
thee? Even the great God who is able to casg
both body and soul into hell fovever.  There.
fore deliver thy messuge Laithfully,” e then
condemned the sin more carnestly than he hadg
the week before, But Henry was wiser thun
Herod, and embraced the preacher, thanking
God for a man in bis kingdom who dared to deas
50 faithfully with him,— Foster,

7. Herod was inflamed with wine when
he made this foolish oath. Julia  Colemun
writes: It is well known that sometimes the
owners of property to be sold at auction trear
the customers to intoxicating liquors, becanse
they are more likely to make extravagant bids.
They lose their good judgment, Horse jockey s,

Verse
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gamb thieves, wholesale merchants, and
comm travelers often furnish alcoholic
drinks f ilar purposes.”

Verse 12, They went and told Jesus, Have you

seen the hurt child run toits mother, and telling
its trouble, go singing back to its play ¢ Have
you kinown young people who in sorrow has-
tened to tell their parents and chums, and found
i such telling comfort inexpressible ¥  Have
you noticed that mankind, the world over, when
in trouble turns to prayer? The need of sym-
pathy and help from a source higher than our-
selves is a universal instinet.

Johw's life was a success,  Whatever yon do for

Christ shall abide. The hatred of a Herodias, |

God wrote the sentence of his downfall ; he was
weighed in the balances and found wanting.
; His kingdom was taken from him, and he him-
self was slain,

Right by his side was Daniel, the stanch
young Hebrew, who had purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself with the portion
of the Kking’s meat nor with the wine which he
drank. And the outcome of that wise heart were
un honorable and useful life to old age and the
promise of immortal life hereafter,

The heart of Herodias was filled with anger
and revenge. O, how those hateful passions
made it like a nest of unclean birds! She had
nursed her anger against John the Baptist until

the charms of a Salome, the fear of a Herod, | she was ready for any unwomanly and cruch

shall not destroy it. It shall become a part of
the kingdom. Your mother-work for your boy,

though apparently lost on his headstrong nature,

your Bunday school work for your class, though |
seemingly shorn of its effect by their ilnliﬂ‘\-r-’
ence, your mission work and temperance work |
and benevolent work, though seemingly lost

sight of in the midst of the banquet dances of |
the world, are all Christ's work, and as such |
shall appear at that greater banquet, where they

are gathered whose lives the martyr fires of the

persecutor could not quench ; where he shall be |
honored whom the ax of Herod could not de-

stroy ; and where Ife shall preside whose redemp- |
tive work the spear of the Roman could not |
hinder.— . A. Dickinson.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

The lesson given in 8t. Matthew’s gospel and |
that in the Book of Daniel about Belshazzar' |
drunken feast alike emphas solemnly, earn- |
estly, the warning of the Golden Text, “Kn'p‘
thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the
issues of life.” * As a man thinketh in his heart
soishe.” Tell me what your heart is set upon,
and I will tell you what is your character. Tell
me what you really love best, and I will tell yon
in what direction the stream of your life is flow- ‘
ng. Jesus said, “Out of the heart proceed evil |
thoughts,” and all dreadful sins; and “ A good |
man out of the good treasure of his heart bring- |
eth forth good things."

I cannot say too often nor too earnestly that |
vour whole happiness and success in life depend |
upon the keeping of your heart, I‘

Belshazzar's heart was set upon whatever
riches and Kkingly power could give him, A/
feast, with a thousand men and women to praise |
the elegant vessels of silver and gold on his|
table, and plenty of wine to drink, was his idea

| deed.  She could even look with pleasure on the
bloody head of that good man in the hands of
her young daughter! Isn’t it frightful to think
how bad a heart may become when evil thoughts
and passions take possession of it ¥

There was probably a time when Herodias her
self would have been shocked at such a fearful
thing. But her heart had grown wicked and un
feeling through selfishness and sin.  You must
remember that your heart does not keep itself
Many evils creep in from outside or grow up
within unless it is watched with care.

The only safe way is to give it to Jesus to keep
for you. I am afraid to try to keep my own
heart for a minute without his help. “Out of it
are the issues of life.”” Life on earth and life in
the other world depend upon its keeping, for the
heart determines character, and character deter
mines success or failure, happiness or woe, for
ever.  We need to pray David's prayer, “ Create
inmea clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me.” I like to repeat that old-fash
ioned hymn which T learned when I was a child :

“Be it my only wisdom here,
To serve the Lord with filial fear,
With loving gratitude :
Superior sense may I display,
By shunning every evil way
And walking in the good,
4O may I still from sin depart ;
A wise and understanding heart,
Jesus, to me be giv
And may I through thy Spirit know
To glorify my God below,
And find my way to heaven,”

The Teachers' Meeting.

Distinguish the three Herods who are men-
tioned in the New Testament as committing the

of having a good time,  And what a terrible out- | crime of murder, (1) Herod the Great, King of
come of such a foolish heart ! That very night | all Palestine, one of the ablest men of his time,
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sought to slay Jesus, and murdered the inmmsJ (¢) The requirements for judging ; (d) The time
in Bethlehem, (2) Herod the tetrarch, whose | of judging. By repetition seek to impress s
name was Herod Antipas, and who figured in this | more the important truth, ** Judge not, that ye by
lesson,  He was son of Herod the Great, and | not jndged.”

ruled over what was originally, roughly speaking, In point of time to-duy’s lesson comes after last
a fourth part of Herod the Great's dominions- | Sunday’s, the prin pal events between the two
Galilee and Perea, (8) Herod Agrippa, grand- ons being («) Miracle of stilling the tempest
son of Herod the Great, a nephew of Herod Anti- | () The miracles of healing the demoniaes, raisi s
pas. He Killed James, the brother of John, | Jairus’s daughter, giving sight to the blind ;
(There are three other Herods also mentioned in cond  rejection at N zareth ; (d) Third
the Bible, though not always called by the name preaching tour and the mi sion of the twelve,
Herod : (1) Herod Philip, who lived as a wealthy ' Tell the class something of Herod, a cruel, weak,
gentleman in Rome, and who was Herodias’s tirst | superstitious, canning, luxurious prinee ; and of
husband ; (2) Herod Philip, who is mentioned as | Herodias, an able, ambitious, but unprineipled
Philip the tetrareh, and who is known in history | woman, Speak of the relations existing between
as the builder of Ceserea Philippi, and who he the two, and the threefold erime each committed,
came Salome’s husband (these two were half- Developmuent af'the tert. The lesson to-day brings
brothers of each other and of Herod Antipas) ; out strongly the lesson of fidelity in servic
(3) The sixth Herod mentioned in the Bible was | Place this subject upon the blackboard and under
the second Herod Agrippa.  He was the urumlson} it the following divisions suggested by the text
of Herod the Gireat, and therefore belonged to the | ye they are d rveloped :

same generation as Herodias, It was before him ‘ 1. The servant working, John the Baptist, that
that Paul spoke, , , | Characteristics of Herod fearless servant of the Lord, was faithful to his
Antipas : (1) He was sensual, (2, He was weak great mission, and holdly reproved the tetrarch
of will.  (8) He was directed by impulse rather  Herod upon the oceasion of his marriage to Hero-
than by principle, (4) He was frivolous no sane, dias.  Evil in high places must be rebuked as
well-regulated ruler would make any such prom- | well as evil in the lower walks of life, and a sery-
ise as he to a dancing girl. (5) He was cowardly— ant of the great Master is reereant to his duty
afraid of the multitude, afraid of his courtiers.  when upon oceasion he fuils to rebuke evil simply
afraid of Herodias, afraid of everybody but God.  because it is found among the leaders in the land,
(6) He was selfish, , . . John's characteristics: (1) There are many Johns needed to-day whose voice
Pu; He lived the life a hermit, and | will ving out aguinst evil in all its forms, and
preached and practiced the strongest virtues, against all who walk in its ways, he they high or
(2) Strength of will, He took his stand and low, rich or poor, famous or unknown,

never wavered.  “He was no reed shaken by the 2. The servant hoted, Such action of John
wind.” (3) He had moral principle,  He was | brought him in return the hatred of Herod und
loyal te his convictions, and spoke the truth, no especially of his wife Herodias, The heat of the
matter how unweleome it was, (4) He was in- | sun melts some things, but hardens others, Soit
tensely in earnest.  (5) He was fearless.  Herod | is with reproof ; it melts some to repentance, but
feared John ; John did not fear Herod,  (6) He  hardens others in their wickedness. Those who
lived for Giod und for his fellows, ., . . Show how rebuke evil wherever found may expect the hatred
Herod, though a king, was a slave: (1) To his of the evildoers,

“uilty memories, (2) To his unhallowed lusts, | 8. 7he servant imprisowed. A seeming triumph
<) To his evil associations, (lHerodias and her of the evil. John, the preacher of righteousness,
influence.) (4) To his passions and impulses, | silenced by prison, and Herod and Herodias free
{His rash promise.) (5) To the opinion of others, | to continue their evil practices. But the triumph
Verse 9. (6) To the results of his own acts, , ., | was only a seeming one, as is evident from follow-
Tllustrations of faithful prophets: Samuel (1 I | ing the career of Herod from this time to his death.
15.16-29): Nathan (2 Sam. 12, 1-13) : Elijah (1 To-day it is not the prison that silences men, but
Kings 21, 17-22) ; Micaiah (1 Kings 6-28), ... other things not outwardly visible, but inwardly
Herod's conscience was like the Greek concep- ‘ powerful.  Money, influence, politics, and prom-
tionof a Nemesis, or avenging fury, which pur- | ises of various kinds shut the eyes and ears of

sued every wicked man, many to evidences of wrongdoing, and silence
ot e their tongues.
Before the Class. 4. The servant condemned. The last scene in the

Introduction, Briefly review the main points of | earthly career of John, the faithful witness to the
Tast Sunday’s lesson, speaking of («) The occa- | Lord. A drunken revelry, a rash promise bound
sion for Jjudging ; (b) The difficulty of judging : | by an oath, a cruel request, a wicked command,
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atd the forerunner of the Lord is in the compiny
of other faithful witnesses of the Lord God who
liave gone before, Hatred culminates in murder,
as all hatred will when the opportunity is given,
*He that hateth his brother is a murderer,” Note
onnection oo The degradation of Salome,

s daughter: () The controlling influ

enee of the mother s (o) The inhuman request of
Herodias: o) The sorrow (¥) of the king : o) The
King's remarkable vegard for his oath,

D The servant cromud,  The last verse in the
lesson is a touching verse full of meaning,  * His
disciples came, and took up the body, and buried
itcand went and told Jesus.™  And that Jesus

comtorted them we may be sure, aithough 1l

record does not tell us of it. - One element in this
comfort, undoubtedly, was the pointing out 1o
the disheartened disciples of John the reward
which was even now his—the crown of righteons
ness with which the Lovd God ecrowns every faith-

ful worker in his fi Fidelity in service is
always rewarded—here, in the approval which onr
own hearts give us and the consciousness that
God also approves: and in the hereafter, the
crown of Tife and the = Well done. good and faith-
ful servant,” of the Master, See 2 Tim. 4. 7, 8

Rev, 2. 73 IR EI B S

Speeifle wpyication,  The specific applieation of
the lesson text of to-day is suggested in the text
development—that of fuithful witnessing o the
right under all cirenmstances Policy must not
rale the coming citizens of this great republic
they must be governed hy principle, and must b
ready fearlessly to ery out against evil whereyer
it may be found. Be ye therefore upright citizens
o the Kingdom of God, and faithful witnesses in
word and deed forits principles of righteousness,

Library References,
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Abide with me,
All unseen the Master walketh.,
The Lord’s my Shepherd,
Tho' troubles assail,

Dare to do right.

Jesus, Raviour, pilot me,

0, sometimes the shadows are deep.
n, delusive world, adien,

The Lord, he is my strength,

Breast the wave, Christian,
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FIRST QUARTERLY REVIEW,
March 27,

Home Readings.
M. Jesus Tempted. Matt, 4, 1-11,
Tu. Beginning of the Ministry of Jesus. Matt.
417

W, The Beatitudes, Matt,
7h. How to Pray, Matt. (
F. Our Father's Care, Matt. 6, A
N Warning and Invitation.  Matt. 11, 20-50,
No Jesus and the Sabbath,  Matt, 12, 1-13,

)

Golden Text,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God. Matt. 16, 16,

Lesson Hymns.

No. 375, New Canadian Hymnal,

Jesus, Saviour, pilot me,
Over Life's tempestuous sea,

No. 404, New Canadian Hymnal,

We have heard the joyful sound :
Jesus saves ! Jesus saves.

No. 411, New Canadian Hymnal.

God will take careof you, All through the day
Jesus is near you to keep you from ill,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR SENIOR A ND
INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS.

L Recall the Trrres and Goroes Texts of the
lessons,

Il. Name one important TErcHiNG of each
lesson,

II. State the leading facts in the lessons in
which the following Prisciran Cuagacrins ap-
pear:

1. A rabbi and a publican,

2. A hungry man and Satan.

3. A dancing girl and a dead prophet

4. A prophet and a beloved Son.

5. A group of twelve men,

6. A hungry company and an infieni man,

IV, Draw an outline map of Palestine, and
locate the following Praces:

L. The wilderness of the temptatior
. Jerusalem,

The Bea of Galilee,

The Mount of Beatitudes
. Capernanm,

. Tyre and Sidon,

s o e zo o
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V. What is the chief lesson which has come to
Yo in the studies of the quarter ¥

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

L In the e dinning of the year we heard a vojce
and its message, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord.”  Has his way been open in o hearts v
11 50, then coming spring days will be for us in-
deed *the time of the sing 1 of birds,”

2 We followed Jesus into the wilderness and
saw how fally able he is to sympathize with us
and help us in every temptation because he has
himself  suffered  heing tempted.  Have we
tested his help and sympathy in every time of
need ¥

Do you recall how Jesus proved himself not
only our divine Suviour, but also our brothe
1l as he went among the poor, the sick
the s

and
and
rowful to comfort and heal them®  Has
his love for us won our love in return ¥

4. Which one of us has shown most highly a
light in the world, you in your little corner, or
Lin mines

The sott, little light of a peacemaker ; the
| bright shining of a pure heart ; the steady flamie
Oof & meek spirit ; the enconraging light of one
trae to Jesus in the face of the world's frown or
smile—how blessed if we have all been shining so
| for him !

J

Have we learned better than we ever knew
before the sweetness of talking alone with our
Father who seeth in secret ¥

6. Have you watched the sparrows during the
cold winter de vs, and have they taught you of our
Father's care ?  Not one of them falleth without
your Father.  You are of more value than many
sparrows. No little hird of hope has ceased sing-
ing in your heart * without your Father.” He
knows all, and he cures,

7. There was a personal eall from Jesus to you

in our lesson of February 18, He said, “ Follow
me Have you followed him? I not, where
are you straying?  Anywhere with Jesns is i
safe way, Anywhere without him is dark and
dungerous,
8. Could we possibly count what we have -
ceived in temporal and spiritual blessing during
the past quartery It might stir our gratitude to
try. How much have we given® No blessing is
really our own until we have shared it with an-
l||'|l'l'A

9. There is tender warning and loving invitation
in that little word, “Come.” As a mother bird
calls her brood under her wings when danger
threatens, so Jesus would gather us safe in his
care.  As a mother rests her tired ehild, so would
he take us in his arms to comfort and rest our
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hearts, Young or old, it makes no difference 310 and gives us the example of Jesus himself for us
all Jesus speaks that sweet word, “ Come, " to follow. Teaching and ministering are the
10. Do you recall the principles by which to  forms which our activity may take. This was
test all questions of what we may or may not do  the work of the Muster=—-teaching the multitudes
on Sunday? Let us be honest about this,  Let  and ministering to their many needs. Shall we
us have convictions, and not drift with the tide. not follow in his footsteps ?
“Happy is he that condemneth not himself in Lessox IV, This wonderful lesson on the
that thingywhich he alloweth,” Beatitudes presents in a beautiful word pioture
11. How much have you thought since our les- | the elements in a Christian life. We look at
son two weeks ago about that beuutiful time these, and in the one glance we see the ideal
when the righteous shall shine forth as the sun in . which we are to actualize in ourown lives, Pov-
the kingdom of their Father? 1 pray that every
member of my class may “ shine as the sturs

erty of spirit, sorrow for sin, meekness, hunger
for righteousness, merciful spirit, purity ef
ever and ever,” i heart, love of peace, steadfast love for righteous-

12. How are you keeping that heart of yYours? [ness, present a beautiful picture which should
Are you planting weeds and thorns, or roses and | i ire us all to the most earnest activity,
sweet fruits ?  May it be truly said of it, “ I, the LessoN V. Work is not enough to sustain
Lord, do keep it; I will water it every moment ; spiritual life ; prayer—communion with God, the
lest any hurt it I will keep it night and day.” source of life—is just as needful. These two,
prayer and work, act and react upon each other,
und the resultant is the upbuilding of the Chris-
| tian into the ideal.  Prayer to be effective must

Introduction,  Jesus came to the world as | be real, from the heart ; this sort is heard and
“‘the Light of the world,” to light every man | answered of God,
who would willingly follow his guidance, He came ' LessoN VI, There constantly comes into the
to show to the world by his teaching and his life | Christian life the necessity for choosing, even
the great facts concerning the Christian religion, | after the great choice has been made. The temp-
and in these lessons which we have been study- tation will come to choose those things which
ing the past quarter we have had presented are for the moment the most attractive and
some of the chief characteristios of a true Chris- promise the largest and most immediate returns.
tian life, We must guard ourselves against this, and at the

Lessox I This lesson presents to us the first | beginning of our Christian life resolve that when-
step, the entering step, to the Christian life—re- | ever we are called upon to make a choice we will
pentance, True repentance is manifested forth | Always, with God's help, choose the higher, and
not by words, but by deeds, A tree is known by ‘H'IIM to Giod for the supply of all things needfu!
its fruits ; so a life is known by its activities. 1f | in the temporal sphere,
one has turned his back upon darkness and is | Lessox VIL. Following Jesus means much to
walking in the light, the fruits of his new course | a consecrated disciple of the Lord. It meams
will soon manifest themselves. This is & sure implicit, unquestioning obedience to the word
test, and one which Jesus himself gives us.  of the Lord as that word may be revealed to ene.
Knowing the right is needful, but it is the doing The example of Matthew in immediately leaving
of that which is right that brings the approval of all to follow Jesus is one worthy of our emula-
God upon us, | tion,

Lesson I1.  Entrance upon Christian living at | LessoN VIIL. When the Lord calls us to a
once brings us into opposition to the powers of | special mission, before he sends us out he ade-
evil.  They who before were with us are now quately equips us for the work demanded. If
against us, and we shall need all our strength to [ we have not the equipment for a certain work,
resist if we are to overcome, But in this war- | we may well question whether we have a present
fare we are not alone, for God is with us, and | call to do that work, It may be that we shall be
“If Godbe with us, who can be against us? " | called upon to do work for which at the time we
But while we are resisting evil and waiting upon | have not the preparation, but in such cases before
the promises of God, we must be careful not to | we are sent out the Lord will open up the e
run needlessly into temptation, but remember porturity for such preparation.
our weakness, and pray, ** Lead us not intotemp- | Lessox IX. One of the blessings which come
tation,” to us upon accepting Christ is the gift of rest

Lesson III. Growth comes from right activ- | which is ““ glven ” at the outset to all his disciples.
ity, and spiritual growth comes from right spir- | A further blessing is the great blessing of rest
itual activity, This lesson emphasizes this truth | which we “find " as aresult of activity in Christ's

Before the Class,
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service,  Yoked together with him, learning of
him, working for the redemption of the world
with him, brings this deeper blessing,

LessoN X. The last three ms present
three very important characteristios of a frue
Christian life. This one impresses the impor-
tance af a right keeping of the Sabbath of the
Lord God.  Just now this truth stands in great
need of thoughtful, earnest teaching. While the
Sabbath was made for man and not man for the
Sabbath, still it was made for him to use in such
a way as would be conducive to his highest spir-
itual growth. The two principles to guide us as
to what work may be done on the Sabbath are
laid down by Jesus—works of necessity and
works of mercy,

Lusson X1, vaus‘nc-xlmrmlinntnus, “Judge
not, that ye be not judged,” is needed to day.
‘One of the most dangerous tendencies in our
human nature is the tendency to judge our fel-
low-man, and the results are often disastrous,
\s the new life grows in us we see in our associ-
ates gouls to be redeemed rather than evildoers
to be condemned. And yet we are in constant
needl of the exhortation of Jesus, and need to be
constantly on our guard against the Judging of
those around us,

REVIEW SCHEME FOR

LEessoN XIL  This last lesson shows us the
Kind of men needed in the affairs of this world
to-day—men like John the Baptist, who will
fearlessly stand for the right at all times and un-
der all circumstances, being ** faithful even unto
death,” are the ones who are the safegnards of
the nations,  Every Christian should have as
one of his mottoes, ** Fidelity in service,” this
service being the service of righteonsness,

Blackboard.

YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

No. TITLES. GOLDEN TEXTS, | WHAT Anour. FoRr ME.
L | . and J. This is mfbeiw«l— ;m_un onr Brother. I,Mnu now.
1L ' J.T. For in that he— OurSuffering 8aviour., Jesus knows and
| cares,
nL | B.of the M. of J, The people which sat— Thl?l Light of lheJ Are my eyes open ¢
| World,
IV. | TheB. Ye are the light— Who are ** Blessed," God speaks to me.
p, | H.to P. Pray to thy— Talking to our Father,| He hears and answers,
VI 0. F.’s C. He careth— The Watching Lord, I.am God's bird.
VIL. | TheC.of M. Follow— Jesus Calls Me ! Do I hear ?
VIIIL The T. 8. F. Freely ye have Helpers Needed, I can help!
1X. W.and I. Come unto me, all— The Great Invitation, | * Learn of Me,"
X. J. and the 8. Son of - The Holy Day. | A Gift to me,
X1 The W. and the T, He that soweth— The Heart-Garden. | 1 must wateh.
XL | the B. B. Evil Thoughts —Evil Watch and pray.
| Deeds.

Keep thy heart with—

A Singular Legacy.

A CURIOUS custom was observed not long ago
in the parish church of St, Ives, Hunts, Dr.
Robert Wilde, who died in August, 1678, be-
queathed the sum of £50, the yearly interest of
which was tebe expended in the purchase of
six Bibles, not exceeding the price of 7s. 6d.
each, which should be “ cast for by dice* on the
communion table every year by six boys and six
girls of the town. A piece of ground was bought
Wwith the £50, and is even now known as * Bible
Orchard.” The legacy also provided for the

payment of 10s. yearly to the vicar for preaching

|
a sermon on the occasion, “commending the
excellency, the perfection, and divine authority
of the Holy Scriptures,” This singular custom
has been regularly observed in the church since
the death of the testator, but representations
having been made to the bishop of the diocese,
the practice of throwing the dice on the commun-
ion table was discontinued some years ago, and
the raMing now takes place on a table at the
chancel steps. On a recent oceasion the highest
throw, three times with the dice, was thirty-seven,
by a little givl. The vicar, Rev. E. Tottenham,
preached a sermon from the words, “ From a
child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures,”




Supt. Give title and Golden Text of the First Lessou.

Boys. Jesus and John,

Girls, This is my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased,

Supt. Give title and Golden Text of the Second Lesson,

Boys. Jesus tempted,

Girls. For in that he himself hath suffered, being
tempted he is able to succour them that are tempted

Supt. Give title and Golden Text of the Third Lesson

Boys, The beginning of Jesus' ministry.

Girls, The people which sat in darkness saw a great

light.

Boys. The Beatitudes,
Girls, Ye are the light of the world.
Supt. Give title and Golden Text of the Fifth Lesson.
Boys. How to pray.
Girls. Pray to thy Father which is in secret,
{ Supt. Give title and Golden Text of the Sixth Lesson.
Bous. Our Father's care,
i Girla. He careth for you.
I H Supt, Give title and ¢
Boys. The call of Matthew.

Iden Text of the Seventh Lesson,

Girls. Follow me,

Supt, Give title and Golden Text of the Eighth Lesson.

Boys. The Twelve sent forth,

Girls, Freely ye have received, freely give.

Supt, Give title and Golden Text of the Ninth Lesson

Bous, Warning and Invitation,

Girts. Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and T will give you rest.

Sut. Give title and Golden Text of the Tenth Lesson,

Boys. Jesus and the Sabbath,

Girls. The Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day.

Supt. Give title and Golden Text of the Eleventh

Lesson
Bous. The Wheat and the Tares.
Girle. He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man.

1 i ’ Supt. Give title and Golden Text of the Twelfth Lesson.
i Boys. John the Baptist beheaded.
4 i Girls. Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of it

are the Issues of life,

i Lesson 1

First Single Voice, John the Baptist went out into the

i wilderness preaching, ‘ Repent ye, for the kingdom of
E heaven is at hand.” Great multitudes of the people came
to hear his bold, strong preaching. Among them were

P many of the Pharisees and Sadducees, proud leaders of
the Jews, John rebuked their pride, and called them a

0

r Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson One.
)
{
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Supt. Give title and Golden Text of the Fourth Lesson,

\
|

FOR FIRST QUARTER.

gencration of vipers, and commanded them to bring fort
ntance.,
gle Voice, After a time Jesus came to the
| Jordan to be baptized of John. John, perceiving his
divinity, said, I have need to be baptized of thee, and
vomest thou to me?” Jesus answering said, * Suffer it
| 1o be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righte
olsness.”  After the baptism of Jesus the heavens opened
und the Spirit of God was seen descending like a dove
[and Tighting upon him, and a voice from heaven was
heard saying, “This is my beloved son in whom 1 am well
| pleased.”

[ Lesson 11,

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Two,
ingle Voice, After his baptism Jesus was led by
the Spirit into the wilderness, and after fasting forty days
and forty nights, the tempter came and said, ** If thou ba
| the Son of God command that these stones be made bread
But Jesus answered from the Word of God, * Man sha!
not live by bread alone, but by every word which pro
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Then Satan took
Jesus to a pinnacle of the temple and said, * If thou bhe
the Son of God cast thyself down, for it is writtef], ‘ Ha
shall give his angels charge concerning thee.'” But Jesus
answered again, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God.”  Again Satan took him to an high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world, and offera
them saying, ““ All these will I give thee if thou wilt fa!
down and worship me.” But Jesus said, *Get thee be
i hind me, Satan, for it is written thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God and him only shalt thou serve,”

hird

Lessox 111

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Three,

Fourth Single Voice. After the temptation Jesus began
toy ch throughout the country. By the side of the Sex
of Galilee e saw two brothers, Simon and Andrew, fish
ing, and he said to them, “Follow me and I will mak+
you fishers of men.” And they followed him. Then h+
found two other brethren, James and John, who als
followed him. And Jesus went about all Galilee preach
ing and teaching, and healing all mauner of sickness
among the people.

e

Lessox 1V,

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Four,

Fifth Single Voice. Seeing the great multitude that
followed, Jesus ascended the mountain above the Sea of
Galilee, and preached the wonderful Sern@ on the Mount
This began with the ten beatitudes, or blessings. Thes
were spoken not of the rich and great, but of the poor in
spirit and of them that mourn, of the meek and them
which hungered and thirsted after rightousness, of the
merciful and peacemakers, and of those who were reviled
and persecuted for righteousness’ sake. He taught them
that their reward was comfort and peace and joy, the
kingdom of earth here and the kingdom of heaven here
after, and the vision of God.
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Lessox v,

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Five,

Sixeth Single Voice, In the beautitul Sermon on the
Mount Jesus taught his disciples how to pray i 082
wonderful words known as the * Lord's )
were not to be like the Pharisees to pray at the corners of
the streets to be seen of men, nor with vain repetitions,
but in secret, in spirit, and in teath, In the Lond's
Prayer we were to ask first for the coming of Christ's
Kingdom, then for their own forgiveness as we forgive
our debtors,

Lessox VI,

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Six.

Secenth Single Voice. In continuing the Sermon on the
Mo int, Jesus taught men that they must not be troubled
with care as to what they should eat or what they should
drink. They were to behold the fowls of the air, which,
though they neither sowed nor reaped, God fed ; and the
lilies of the field, which, though they toiled not neither
did they spin, God clothed with a glory beyond that of
Solomon.  Therefore, he said, take ¥e noanxious thought
tor the morrow.  Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof,

Lessox VII,

Supt, Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Seven,

Fighth Single Voice, Jesus seeing Matthew the pubi-
can sitting at the city gate re reiving custom, he said to
him, “Follow me,” and Matthew rose and followed him
When Jesus sat at a feast many publicans and sinners
came and sat with him, The Pharisees found fault with
Christ for eating with publicans and sinners, and Jesus
said, “They that be whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick. Tam not come to call the righteous but
sinners to repentance,”

Lessox VIIIL

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Less m Eight,

Ninik Single Voice. Jesus sent forth twelve apostles to
preach the Gospel of the kingdom to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel. He gave them power to heal the sick, to
cleanse the lepers, to cast out devils, He told them to
provide neither gold, nor silver, nor serip, nor sh s, but
10 g0 in faith, trusting that God would provide, and warn
ing that whatever city would refuse to hear their word it
would be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah i1, the
ay of judgment, than for that eity,

Lessoy 1X,

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Nin

Then Jesus began to uphraid the cities wherein most of
iiis mighty works were done because they repented not
Ie said that it would be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon, for Sodom and Gomorrah than for Bethsaida and
Uapernaum. Then Jesus uttered the words so full of
welcome to earth’s troubled ones, * Come unto me uli ye
that are weary and are he, ¥ laden, and T will give you

Lessox X.

|
Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Ten. |
Tenth Single Voice. Jesus walking through the fields of |
corn on the Sabhath began Lo pluck the ears to eat, The !
Pharisees, who, while keeping the letter forgot the spirit
of the law, reproached him for breaking the Sabbath day, |
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but Jesus showed that the Son of man was Lord even of
| the Sabbath day. When liealing & man with a witheral
hand he taught them that it was lawful to do good on the
Sabbath,
.
Lessox X1,

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Eleve n
Eleventh Single Voice, Jesust wight the people many
things in parables, or short stories,  One of these was of
a4 man who sowed good seed in his field, but while he
slept an enemy came and sowed tares, When the ser
| vants wished to root up the tares he hade them wait till
| the harvest when the tares would be bound into bundles
10 be burned, and the wheat gathered into the barn, So
Jesus taught that in the field of the world the children
of the wicked ones should grow with the children of the
Kingdom, but at the last day the angel should gather the
rizhteous to the kingdom of their Father, and shonld cast
the wicked into ey erlasting fire

Lessox X11.

Supt. Give the Lesson Story of Lesson Twelve,

Tieelfth Single Voice. John the Baptist for his faithfu!
preaching had been confined by Herod the tetrarch in
prison.  On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias
danced before the court, and Herod promised to give her
whatever she would ask. Her wicked mother demanded
the head of John the Baptist, The king, though sorry,
Yet for his oath's sake sent and belieaded John in prison.
So the greatest of all the prophets died the death of 4
malefactor,

Stpt. What is the teaching of the First Lesson?

Sehool. We mnst bring forth fruits of repentance ; or,
like the unfruittul tree, he destroyed,

Supt. What is the teaching of the Second Lesson ?
chod. The way to resist temptation is to use the
| Word of God,

Supt, What is the teaching of the Third Lesson ?

Svhool, We must foy e all to follow Jesus,

Supt. What is the teaching of the Fourth Lesson ¢

School. True blessedness is in serving God,

Nupt., What is the teaching of the Fifth Lesson?

School. We must py in secret and in earnest to our
Father in heaven,

Nipt. What is the teaching of the Sixth Lesson?

Sehool. We must not be anxious for the things of this
life, but seek the kingdom of God and his righteousness

Supt. What is the teaching of the Seventh Lesson ?

School. Christ came not to call the righteous but s
ners (o repentance.,

Nupt, What is the teaching of the Eighth Lesson ?

School. Tt shall be niore tolerable for Sodom and
Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for those who
reject the Gospel.

Supt. What is the teaching of the Ninth Lesson ?

Sehool. Christ's yoke is easy and his burden is light,

Supt. What is the teaching of the Tenth Lesson?

Sehool. The Son of man is Lord, even of the Sabbath-

Supt. What is the teaching of the Eieventh Lesson?
Sehool. The Wheat and the Tares, the good and the
bad, will be sifted at the Judgment-day.
Supt. What is the teaching of the Twelfth Lesson ?
Sehool. The wicked may triumph for a time, but the
righteous shall be held in everlasting remembrance,
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SuALL we encourage little children to take part
in public exhibi

ions ¥

This is a grave question, and one which should
be settled alone with God,  That many children
have been greatly harmed in this way there can
be no doubt, It is a direct encouragement to
vanity, self-consciousness, and self-love, thongh
this result is far from the thought of both
teacher and parent,

Primary teacher, use your influence against it !
Refuse to be a party to anything which tends
to rub the bloom off that most delicate of all
«reations, the unstained soul of a child !

A POINTED QUESTION,  Are you acquainted
with all of the primary teachers in the town or
wity where you live ¥ Would it not be for your
good, and their good, and the good of the work
to make their acquaintance ?

Time was when each primary teacher was a
law unto herself, taught what lessons she pleased,
and in the way she pleased, and held no counsel
with any other primary teacher,  But the time is
now when a system of lessons must be taught
(generally the International), and they must be

| ing. These were miniature objects attached to
{ smhll white cards by means of thread, ribbon,
or brass fasteners, as the case required.  Among
them were the following :

A tiny book : Lesson, the book of life,

A chain: Lesson, we must remember those in
bonds,

A lens tuken from a pair of smoked glasse
Lesson, ** Now we see through a glass, darkly.’

A little hook : son, fishers of men,

A tiny cup: Lesson, the cup of cold water,

Any teacher can eaxily extend the list.

7

.

The Treasury of the Temple.
BY MARY A, LATHBURY,

Yeare the temple of the living God. 2 Cor, 6, 16,

And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and
beheld how the people cast money into the treas-
ury, Mark 12, 41,

The natural plane of life is the “ living room ™
of most people.  Many Christians habitually do
their thinking and even their praying there, for-
getting the “upper room “'—the spiritual plane
of life, where the Lord waits to commune with
them. To commune with the Lord in the “up-
per room,™ or to pray to him from the * house-

taught according to most approved methods, and
primary hers now take counsel together and
are helpful to each other. What has wrought |
the change? The International Primary Union |
Do you belong to it ¥

“FATHER,” said a little daughter, ** won't you |
o to Sunday school and join the c¢lass for big|
men ¥

“Tean’t; I don’'t know how to read.” said her
father,

‘* Never mind ; the teacher will teach you. 1
know he will,”” eagerly urged the lttle girl. The
father went, He did learn to read. The old
ambition to be something other and better
awoke ; the manly strivings within were stirred
to new life ; he became a Christian and a worker
for souls. That was Stephen Paxson, the great
Sunday school missionary of the West, He
established 400 Sunday schools, where 30,000
children were gathered, and taught the blessed
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour. Did not his
case show that the primary class is the best
training school in the world for successful home
missionaries ¢

HomeMADE Symnons. I once prepared a set

top," is a good preparation for the teacher who
wishes to see her children in some measure as
the Lord sees them,

Perhaps it is to-morrow or this afternoon that
you, a sincerely earnest, but half discouraged
teacher, are to meet and minister to a group of
the Lord’s littleones,  You leave the living room,
where walls of sense close round you, and ascend
to the “upper room,"” and *“when thou hast shut
thy door,” what a stillness is there! How clear
is the voice of the Lord through his word, and
what wonderful things does he show you through
the wide windows that look toward heaven !

Just what heshows you is yours alone, and no
stranger intermeddleth therewith, but the atmos
phere of the “upper room ™ wraps you round
as you go to your class, and you are still looking
out upon both heaven and earth as the children
come and take their places,

Perhaps last Sunday Molly was a dull-faced
little girl, with a tendency to cry, and Annie and
Fanny were pert-looking little girls, conscions of
their Sunday finery, and Robby was a restless
boy, and Willie a mischievous little fellow, and
Jack a “ problem ;™" while Arthur and Alice were
lovely, but unresponsive. How different they look

of homemade symbols for supplementary teach-

to you now ! To have seen them with the Lord
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fu that “upper room” was almost like lm\‘inuT
been shown the pattern in the Mount, |

They are immortals ! They are little temples |
of the living God with infinite possibilities lying
within them. Each little soul is a temple in min- ‘
iature with the growing power of liﬁ-pcr\'mlinp
it, for is there not “ an enlarging and a winding |
about still upward—still upward—still upward, |
from the lowest chamber to the highest by the |
midst,” according to Ezekiel's vision of the
spiritual temple ¢ |

It must grow on the three planes of its being, |
and you must minister to that growth, “What |
can 1 put into Molly’s life to-day,” you ask your-
self, ** that will help to light up her dull face with
intelligence and love ¥ You bend and kiss her
as she sits forlorn, and you see the light and
color mount into her fuce, and later You note her
eyes as they follow you through the lesson, There
is something, too, in your face and voice, of which |
you are unconscious, that touches the hearts of
Annic and Fanny, that quiets restless Bob, and |
makes Willie and Jack forget themselves, amli
even wins a responsive smile from Arthur and |
Alice,

Why do they seem so different ? You an‘ln-l
tensely conscious of the fact that you are a
spiritual being, and that here are others at the |
beginning of life—living temples in whom the |
lamp of God must be kept burning and the wor-
ship of God established—and you serve with a rey-
erent love that you did not feel last Sunday.

“What have 1 to give, and how shall I give
it you ask yourself, and then you remember |
that there was a treasury in the Jewish temple,
and that there is one in each little soul before
you. These thoughts are strung upon a thread
of subconsciousness as you teach the lesson,
and by and by your eye fallsupon these words as
you turn the leaves of your Bible:

“ And Jesns sat over against the treasury, and
belield how the people cast money into the treas-
ey You look up almost expecting to see him
sitting just over there, and then, suddenly filled
with humility and love, you turn to your class
and tell them of Jesus—of his tender care of little
children; of his constant presence, and of the
love that is more than the love of mother or
teacher : that he is building a house in heaven
for every child, and that he is building us here
and now, so that we may be ready for it. When |
you ask if they will try to keep the doors of their
hearts open toward the Lord and closed toward
evil, every little hand is raised and every little
face is full of sympathetic feeling, for they see al
tearon teacher's cheek ! [

Hannah Whitall Smith once said, “If you will
only keep your top eye open, you wil! see with
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God.” That teacher who looks with the * top
eye,” or, in other words, from the * upper
room,” upon the world of little souls has found
a field of use greater than that of a college
president.  She may be a builder together with
God.  She may help to furnish a living temple
with strength and beauty, as the women of old
wrought for the first house of the Lord—* they
that were wise-hearted '—who ¢ brought that
which they had spun, both of blue and purple
and of scarlet and of fine linen,” but, more than
all, she may bring the only coin that the Lord
can use—love and truth in humble service—and
drop them into the open treasuries of the little
temples of the Lord, By and by each treasury
will be closed (just a8, under another figure, the
seed-planting time ends, and the treasury of the
s0il is closed), but the Lord himself has the key,
and guards it day and night, and in his own time
he will bring out of his treasure both new and
old ™ for the needs of the soul that holds it. It
will be its food in the time of famine, and u
fountain unsealed in time of drought,

Fathers' Meetings, Why Not?
BY MRS, 8, M. CLARK.

Muen has been said and written about the re-
lation of mother and child to the primary class.
There have been mothers’ meetings, and mothers’
congresses, and various other mother societies,
but not one word do we hear or read about
fathers’ meetings, ete. The training of the mind,
soul, and intellect seems to be given over to the
mother, while it is a recognized fact that the
father should provide food, clothing, and shelter

! for the animal part of the dearest creature God

has made,

Why should this be* Why should not the
father share in the training of his little one
Oftentimes the mother is called away from earth,
and then how helpless and undon« is the father !
We know the mother’s time is more occupied
with the children because outside business de-
mands the father’s attention, and by the time he
returns they are tired and sleepy and must e
tucked away in bed. So the father loses the
pleasure of the little prattlers’ society, But there
are times, Sundays and holidays and some other
hours, when father can be with them. Then, too
often, lack of familiarity with their Ways causes
weariness on the father's part.

One Sunday, a few years ago, a gentleman
came to a certain Sunday school, bringing his
little seven-year old son. The teacher of the
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class was absent, but a lady who had been invited
1o tuke charge for that day thought she must
the honors of the oce

sion, and so very p
antly and politely invited the gentleman to re-
main and also to come nguin.  OF conrse Jamie
was delighted to have his papa wait for him. The
next sbath the father came to the class-room
door, left the child, and went into another room.
it long ago this same gentleman (who has sinee
become the treasurer of the board of trust
that church) said he did not believe he would
ever have become a member of the ¢hureh had
he not been invited into the Sunday school and
ated so “humanely " by that lady teacher,
He thanks God that she was there that day.

A teacher of a Royal Temperance Legion con-
ceived the idea of having a fathers’ meeting,
sending invitations to the fathers only. A fine
program wus prepared, to be followed by refresh
ments and a half-hour social. Of course curios-
ity was aroused and great wonder was expressed
as to what the purpose of the meeting could be,
\ mothers’ meeting held a short time previous
had failed 1o bring out some who were expected,
but the idea of a
tractive,

The evening came, and also the very mothers
who had failed to respond before,  Fathers and
mothers were both present and listened atten ‘
tively. At the close some of the fathers declared |
all their children should come to the class, They 1
had not known before what was being taught
them. They supposed it was the same as when |
they were boys, a good place to keep them off the
street for a little while,

How many more of onr hoys who leave Sunday
school when they leave the primary class would
remain if fathers were in the school too ! How
many more true homes wonld there be if fathers
and mothers were mutually interested in the !
Sunday school ! |

s of

hers' meeting proved very at-

Shall We Teach the Little Chil-
dren that They are Christians ?
BY ALICE MAY DOUGLAS,

SHALL we teach children that they are Chris-
tians?  This is a delicate question, and without
entering fully into the discussion which it might
occasion, T will briefly state what a few eminent
students of child-life have said in this connee-

tion,

Fischer has said : “But where spirits are acting
it is a spirit that must guide them. Religion
should overshadow the whole edifice of the state
as does the dome of heaven the earth. But re-
ligious ideas do not come from without into the |

child’s miud 3 they are already within it asloep,
and only need to be awakened,”

And here is Grafe's theory : * The natural man
within the child must be changed to a spiritual
man in the highest sense of the word.  In this is
the most important  signiticance of education,

But this alteration is not to be understood as un
estrangement of the child from nature.  Educa-
tion should not lead the child away from nature,
but toward it—the only truly useful method,
The natural must be explained by the spirvitual,”

Luther’s views are as follows: * Children
should be instructed in the knowledge of God,
which consists in this: That the children learn to
confess their Lord Christ; to remember con-
stantly how he has suffered for us and what
he has done and promised. Thus were the |
raclites commanded by God to relate to their
children and posterity the wonders which God
had done for their fathers in Egypt. Psalm 67,
And if they know this and yet do not learn to
love God, to thank him and pray to him, and to
be obedient to Christ, then must the punishments
of the Lord be held up to them—that is, the
justice of God and his hatred of sin,

“If its youth are neglected, the Christian
Church will become like a garden which is
neglected in the spring. Therefore must we in-
struet children in the knowledge of God.”

What is a Christian? There are countless
answers,  Statistics which show the strength of
the various religions of the world count as Chris-
tians all who live in lands whose state religion
ix, either legally or by unwritten consent of the
people (as in the United States), Christianity,
Catholies count as members of Christ’s fold ouly
those who have been baptized, and if theve is a
possibility that an infant one day old may die,
the priest is sent for immediately to administer
this ordinance, in order to insure for the little
one an entrance into heaven. To the attendants
of the so-called liberal Churches all moral people
are Christians ; while we evangelicals only call
him a Christian who by experiencing a new
birth calls himself one,

In view of these different opinions on so im-
portant a theme, and since in the primary de-
partment often  gather children of familics of
various denominations who happen to live in
the neighborhood of the chureh, T do not say
much tothe little children in regard to their heing
Christians, Inustead, I say what is practically the
same thing in a different way. For example, in-
stead of asking the children to become Chris-
tians I ask if they do not want to give themselves
to Christ—=to hecome God's boys and girls—and
then I give them directions for s
Bath,
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LEssons,
FIRST QUARTER.

LESSON 10. (Mar

6G.)

JESUS AND THE SABBATH, Matt, 12,
1-13,

GoLDEN TEXT, “ The 8on of man is Lord even
of the Sabbath day.” Matt, 12, 8,

Primary Notes,
BY MARTHA VAN MART ER,

Lottie and Ernest came
home from grandmu’s
through the fields one
Pleasant afternoon, Theip
mamma stood in the door
smiling as they came up
the walk hand in hand,
They knew she was alw uys
pleased to hear about their
#ood times, and so they both began telling her
the things which had made them happy. ““Most
the best part was coming home through the corn-
field,” said Ernest. “We want to know if it was
corn like that that Jesus and the disciples ate the
day they went through the cornfield.” Their
mamma told them that it was not Indizn corn,
but probably wheat, such as we have now, She
told them, too, how glad she was that they thought
of the Bible stories they had heard, and said she
hoped they would always do go. If we read
God's word with a loving, thoughtful heart, we
shall often be reminded of the things we have
read by what we see in the world he has made.

What Jesus thinks, A very good and loving
father was taken away from his family, and they ‘
did not know what to do without his wisdom
and love and care. But he could help them, |
though he was no longer there, for they began to
sk, “ What would papa think #** “ What would
pa do?”—and stopping to remember kept
them from doing wrong many times, It \\'nlll«l"
settle a great many questions for little folks as |
well as big if they would stop and ask often, |
“What does Jesus think?" “What would
Jesus do 2"

This lesson teaches us what Jesus thinks about
the Sabbath. Do you want to know? Ife wants
You to know, or he would not have told you in
his holy book. Let us say together, softly :

“Holy Bible, book divine,
Precious treasure, thou art mine ;
Mine to teach me where to go,
Mine to teach me what to do,”

NUNDAY SCHooL BANNER,
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[ Tow happy the disciples were 1o have Jesus
right with them to teach them what wus right !
But we may be just as happy if we will listen to
the voice of the Spirit, speaking in our he
show us the right and the w rong way,
| The worning walk, One Sabbath  mon
Jesus and his disciples were walking through
what we would eall o wheat field, probably,
They had been at the morning worship in the
synagogue, and had not had breakfast, very
likely,  "Thisshows that Jesus went to church on
th bhath, and ght his disciples to do o,
Are we his lintle disciples ¢
There were no fences

ures, to

| 1 those duys separating
the fields, and it was the custom for peo;
cut grain or fruit that hung over 1he
law of the I

the disciples pi

e to
ith, The
lites, too, ullowed it, So, when

ced some of the hends of wheut
and began to rub them in their hands as they
walked ulong, they were doing nothing wrong,
But you know Jesus had ene mies.  Cun you tell
wWhat they were culled Yos, they were the
fault-finding Pharisees, always watching to see
it they could get something against the hal)
Jesus and his friends, They said now that Jesys
and his disciples had broken the law by picking
the wheat, and by rubbing it in th
They pretended that they cared more
luw than Jesus did ! [Tell how Jesus answered
them, and teach that it is the heart that Jesus
looks at, and that if the heart is right, the ucts
are very likely to be.]

Doingg good on the Subbath, Jesus went into the
s¥nagogue after the talk with the Phavisec s, and
showed them how God wants his Sabbath kept,
He found a man there who needed somebody to
help him, and Jesus helped him! The Sabhath
is a day to be good in and to do good in, [Tell
the story of the withered hand, and speak of
ways in which children may follow Jesus in
doing good on his holy day. |
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Once a little girl said that the best day of all

| the week was Sunday, because that was the loving
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! That is what our blackboard teaches. for to-day. For each word we will make a ver-
See the sun shining on the garden of trees, with tical line [the teacher may make eight of these

upon the blackboard|, and as the pointer touches
cach one now let us count them. »w eight boys
Lot us try to learn this sweet verse, and tell it at | and girls who would like to write one word each
home ; may do so.  Which one of you can spell **re-
member 27 James may try to write it. No?
Well, we are sure one of the lurge boys will show
James, No one can spell ity It is a long, hard
word ; the teacher will write the letters and you
all may name them. Now under this write the
| Other words and let us say them together. Have
| them written in vertical lines :

its hedge of peace and its love-fraits of heaven !

*The Lord's day is a garden fair,

All hedged about with pe;
The sun of love is shining th

And heavenly fruits increase,”

Kindergarten Hints. REMEMBER
THE
BY MBS, MARY Jo CHISHOLM FOSTER, SABBATH
. DAY,
KINDERGARTEN DerartveNt,  Jesus and the TO
Babbath, Matt, 12, 813, KEEP
IT

GoLpes TExT,  * Remember the Sabbath day,

HOLY.
to keep it holy.”  Exod.

That is one part only of our lesson for to-day.
Atps 10 THE KiNpERGARTNER.  Holy Bible, Listen! When Jesus came he reminded the peo
5 4. Lite of Christ (Geiki wht Plo of that message. One day when he went to
Exod, fl, I:' Y Christ (Gelkic A A ”'”"v b church he saw a man whose hand was lame and
connecting this lesson with the last is the invita- dried—* withered,” this book suys. When he saw
tion, “Come up in the morning,” Exod, #4, 2, this hand he was very sorry for the man, just as
T'wo hymns found in the Junior Hymnal are par- he was when he saw the tired people. The men
sistanly adnsited tila fhotght, Ot f these who were near by wondered if it was right for
ticularly adapted to this though - One of these piy to make the man well on the Sabbath. 1le
is the one entitled * Little Pilgrims ;" * These told them that if any of them had a sheep that
carly little pilgrims find dewy blessings there. ... fell ! to 1“ Ilwlv,ﬂw{ r'“"ld help u”thrp.' mlm
P P e o " o surely it is better to help a person.  He made the
have sandals newand strong.” Another hyma | Sooll, et [Read about it in Matt. 12,
is the song of praise for morning, noon, und 8-13,]
night ; i

Explain unusual words: “Departed,” “thence,’

| “lawful.” [Do not say anything about “‘accuse."
When all is glad and fair, ‘

The dew upon the roses,
Their perfume on the air,”

Il praise thee in the morning,

OUTLINE,
| Sumday. Make clear and vivid the story, and
Froehel's Mother Play and  Nuysery Songs has ' teach a double lesson of kindness to animals and
‘aking Children to Church,”” and loving interest in people,
forart work the picture of ** Church Door and Monday.  We talked not long ago about what
Window ” is appropriate, found in the book Jesus said to the people about the birds of the
mentioned. air—*Are not ye much better than they " and

ATTENTION STORY he said that if God cares for the grass and the

The tired people who heard Jesus say, “ Come ** birds, he will care much more for people, becaus.
were ready to rest, for they had done much work, | they are dearest of all to him. e thought, too
hut the (-hil;lrvn \\llmvunu-ll_n ||i|||l\\‘l'rg- |;I‘l'.\‘||l and that people are better than days, and he was
active, ready to do something—the little things sont 3 .6 o 9% ¢ aine,
such as children can do for others, W Ium-\‘ﬁr keeping the day “holy ™ if he helped the poor
is done for others, if we have loving hearts and  Sick man,
willing hands, is pleasing to God and is SCIVING | Tyesday. Men, women, and children are deu
him, Once upon a time God needed Moses to do to God. Jesus asked, * H g
something for other people, and he wanted him to | '© God. Jesus asked, ow much, then, .
%0 upon a mountain early and get a message, | man better than a sheep?”  He has taught us
)!{4- l;nm Iln- ullum' \!\ilh ()iml‘l.liust s vl"»‘"‘"h"ill hl" that in caring for the sick and the weak peopl
1S disciples that they should go to a quiet anc we s serving hi
secret place to pray [Sermon on the Mount]. | ve are serving him.
Sometimes little children need to be all alone Wednesday. Sometimes boys and gi
with father or mother when they are to have al [ der what they can do on Sunday. They put
important message.  We all like to be alone with Xols bost o s B s
the Saviour when we read about his life and pray " their best clothes, and they remember that
to him,  Let us read about this invitation to Mo- | they need not go to school or work, as on other
¢ l”{‘I'l;Lll lui(lml. 34, 5 3:.] '”;L“ ""‘l“;-“ '('ll:' Mo- | days, If it is right to rest from study, it is right
should be the one to have the wonderful mes- st P p & s
sage first, and he should write it for all people to rest from play and from the thoughts of every
everywhere. It was the message of the com- day, and put these off with the everyday clothes
mandments, and a part of it is our Golden Text | Children like to read and have others read to
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them, to look at pictures of plac % and arrange to-day, Teach that the plants of love, and good-
colors and pictures of animals, sing, sometimes ness, and truth may grow in little hearts, and
telling stories to each other quietly, The stories  that there is danger of weeds growing there too !
about the birds and animals of the Bible are very Show that the way to keep the weeds from grow-
attractive, ing in our hearts is to keep looking up to Jesus,

Thursday, We may answer the “Come™ of and asking him to fill our hearts so full of good,
Jesus and rest on the Sabbath day. Every day healthy plants of love and peace that there will
is to be filled with good thoughts and loving sery- be no room for the weeds to grow, A beautiful
ice, but God has set apart one day for thinking verse to teach in connection with this lesson is

of him and worshiping him, the one here given ;]
Friday. Talk of church attendance, Impress |
the children with the duty, the importance, of this | " tiood hearts are the gardens,

worship of God in a consecrated place, ‘ (iood thoughts are the roots,
NATURE WORK. Morning may be the topie for (tood words are the blossoms,
the week. Early rising is rewarded by seeing | Good deeds are the fruits,”
the beauty of the fresh new day, Speak of the
color of the sky, the singing of the birds, the | o019 Do you know what school is for ? Yes,
wakening to begin work and to give greetings to there are nu;ny things we need to know and
cach other in good-morning songs, The Bible Which we have to learn, or we shall not know
speaks of the morning stars singing together, [ how to live right. What is the one called who
Sheep is a topic suzgested by the Bible lesson, teaches in the school? That is right 3 it is the
Little young lambs may be seen in the farmyards | teacher. Doyou know that Jesus wasa teacher s

and fields now. | He was, e did not teach in a schoolhouse, but
HAND WoRkK. Use the first gift exercises with |

every day and all the time as he went about he
wool balls, and play games of sheep and lambs, |

F s was teaching beautiful lessons of heavenly life
sewing pictures of them and making drawings and love, 'Who would learn the most of these
of them,

| lessons? Why, of course the people who kept
Tue TRANSITION CLASS may write referencesto | nearest to him! They were his disciples. But

where morning is mentioned in the Bible, | Jesus has disciples now, and any little child who
SCIENCE AT HOME WiTi THE MoTHER,  Talk of | is trying every day to learn of Jesus is his disei-
the voices of morning—the calls of birds und]pl.., Those who keep nearest him will learn the

beasts on the farm; the call and clatter of the | most, for they will always be listening to hear
city milkman, and other voices. The POEM | what he says,

‘“The Song of Hiawatha tells in the first Part | Josus used to teach many of his lessons by
how the Morning Star was chosen by the East telling stories, They are called parables. A story
Wind (Waban) for a companion. which teaches a lesson is a parable. It may be
that when Jesus told this story he and his disci-
3 ples were near a wheat field, for the story is
LESSON XI. (March 13.) ]rlilmul wheat and tares. A tare is a poison weed,
THE WHEAT AND THE TARES. Matt, | and when it is growing it looks so much like the
13. 24-30, 86-43. | wheat that you cannot tell them apart. Jesus
| said that one time a man sowed his field with
GoLpEN TEXT. “He that soweth the ®ood | good wheat, but while he was sleeping an enemy
sced is the Son of man.” Matt. 13, 37, | came and sowed tares with the wheat. When
" ‘ | the master of the field found it out he said that
Primary Notes. the tares and the wheat might g0 on growing
[Introduce the lesson by f together until the harvest time came. Then the
showing a living plant, or | tares would all be bound up together and
drawing on the board two | burned, but the wheat would be kept safely in
or three plants with leaves | his barn.
and rootlets, Ask w hmJ The meaning of the story. Do you think this
child has had a garden, ’\\'us a strange story ? The disciples wanted to
and gee if the children un- | know what it meant, and so they asked Jesus to
derstand the difference be- | tell them. Jesus loves to have his children ask
tween good plants and |him what he means. Little disciples may bring
weeds, Teach that Jesus told a story about | their questions to Jesus, and he will teach them
2ood plants and weeds which he wants hi# chil- | by his Spirit,
dren to learn, and that s what we are to learn| Jesus said, “The fleld is the world.” The

The story, How many children here go to
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world in which we live is like a great field, The
Golden Text tells who sows the good seed. How
many can repeat it? But what is the seed?
[Print *“The seed is the word.”] Where do w
find the word ?  [Show the big Bible.] There is
plenty of seed, and plenty of room for it to grow,
But the s more than one to sow the seed, and
there is more than one kind of seed.  What did
the bad man sow in his neighbor’s fleld ¥ Yes, |
he sowed the seed of the poisoned tare, and just
s0 Satan comes into the field where God’s word
has been sowed, and sows his poison seed of sin !

Heart ficlds. Let us call them little gardens,
[Show the blackboard.] Here is Mary’s garden, |
and Harry’s, and Helen’s, and a great many
more, They are our own little gardens, God gave
them to us to keep nice and clean and free from |
weeds, How shall we do it? Satan will cer- |
tainly try to sow some of his poison seed
there, and sometimes we shall not even try to
hinder him !

Here is something which we must always do :
a8 s0oon as we see the tares growing in our heart
gardens we must take ‘hem right to Jesus, and }
ask him to take care of them, and not let them
choke the good wheat which he has planted
there. Here is a little verse about heart gardens :

“Our hearts are little gardens too,
Through childhood and through youth,

Where Jesus feeds with sun and dew
The tender plants of truth.”

Kindergarten Hints.
KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT. Some stories
Jesus told about seeds. Matt, 13, 2-8,
GoLpeN TExT. ““ He that soweth the good seed
is the Son of man.” Matt. 18, &

As 1o THE KINDERGARTNER.  Holy Bible,
Mark 4 Life of Christ (Farrar); The Bible in the
World's Education (Bishop Warren), ““ The Bible

Related to Supernatural Things,” pages 34-39;
Sunday School Classmate, December 8, 1804, “ Out-
door Life in Palestine,” |

ATTENTION STORY.

Jesus was glad to talk to a few people, or to
only one person, but sometimes he talked to very
many, who came in crowds to hear his words, It
was that way while he preached sitting on a
mountain and gave the sermon which we talked
about a little time ago, when he said that peace
makers are God’s children and that sorry people
shall be comforted. Well, after he healed the
withered hand of the man a great crowd of peo
ple came to the side of the sea, and while they
stood on the shore he talked to them while he
sat in a ship. He did not talk about fishes or
fishermen that time, but he told a story about the
land, and we may read about it here. If you listen
you will be able to tell what the story was about,
| Read Matt. 13, 2-8.|

Explain unusual words : “ Multitudes,” ** par-
ables,” * sower,” ‘ devoured,” * scorched,”
“choked.”

OUTLINE.

Sunduay, Give the narrative as related, and let
the children express their ideas of the sower and
of his seed. Ask them to bring seeds next Sun-

Some time during the week have a box of
repared soil ready, that they may drop the seeds
into it, Teach them the verse found in Gen, 1. 11,

Monday. The seeds which fell by the wayside

| and were eaten by the birds may be the topic for

to-day. The application may be made by show-
ing how good words and messages of God spoken
to us are spoiled sometimes by naughty thoughts
coming. Children are careless sometimes and do
not remember or obey the words spoken, and it is
then that they are naughty.

Tuesday. The sower kept on sowing seed, hut
on the stony places there was so little earth that
roots could not grow, and the hot sun dried up
the little sprouts, This is like the children say-
ing, * O, I forgot,” and they have noroot in them
selves,  Seeds of good words and good acts grow
downward and upward. Not long ago there
lived a good man named Dr, Oliver Wendell
Holmes, who said that the part of a tree which
we see is its tail, for the real tree and the good
ness and the life are out of sight in the ground
Real goodness and love we cannot see, but we
can see their fruits, The best things are out of
sight—the real things.

Wednesday. Talk of verse7. Thorns choked
the good seed, Let this be likened to people
who care too much for things and are mor
particular about the ontside life than the inside,
or the true life—the roots. Children hear mes
sages of God’s voice in their hearts, and the
parents and teachers speak to them of what they
should do, but they become selfish sometimes and
think more of what they have than of what they
are. Then the good words are forgotten and the
good deeds are not done,
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Thursday. We are glad that not all the seed
was spoiled by the birds and the sun and the i
thorns, but some feil into good ground and ; Fred "“'lj\"'l were twin
brought forth much fruit.  Some fruit was a brothers. They lived on a
hundred times more than the seed planted ; some farm, and were In a great
SIXty times, and some thirty times.  After a hurry to Srow big enough
grain of corn is planted and grows a stalk with to help their pupa do the
many ears upon it is seen and on each ear are g '“1”'“' ““"L'“ “I':"' ]“"'"l"l\'

any grains me came Mr, Ray said to
il them, * You can help me a

ut deal by minding the

bars.” The bars were in the place of a gate,
and it was too much tronble to take them down
and pat them up every time the loaded wagons
were driven through.  But they could not be left
untended, for stray cattle might then come in
and destroy much of the wheat, So, all day
long the twins watched the bars, and when they
8w a strange cow or pig coming they would
drive it away. At night papa said, “My boys
have helped me a great deal to-day by being
| faithful. They did not let one cow or pig get

At Work.  Show a picture of a verdant field | into the field all day long.” * I hope my little
in the springtime, | boys will be as faithful in keeping all evil things

HaNp Wonk.  Let each child pat and prepare | “!" of 1l hearts ! " said their mamma, stop-
atiny bit of soil in a box or a lower pot and | PINg to pat each curly head.
plant some favorite sceds.  Encourage the care The kingdom of good.  Who was the good man
and watering of this, and let the little gardener | who came to preach about the coming of Jesus?
feel that he need care for this.  Froebel s Mother | [Let the children recall what they can about
Play and Nursery Songs has a plate r«-[-nw-ntingi John the Baptist, how he lived, dressed, and
the little gardener, and the notes are interesting | spoke.]  This good man was in prison now, Do
and instroctive, you think he had done wrong that he was put

The TraNsiITION CLASS of larger children may | into prison * No: but a wicked woman was an-
find some story of farm life to write or to tell, | gry with him becanse he had told the truth abous
An experience of vacation time on a farm will | her, ‘v'“‘l_ ‘“'""“'“m"‘l ')""' '_‘“"'_'“'"l' the king, to
belistened to by all. In kindergarten the Fapmer | PUt him in prison.  Did this king and queen be-
Song Game is a favorite always. long to the same kingdom that John did? It

X | B was his business to get people to look at Jesus,

SCIENCE AT Home wrtn tne Morner, Talk { and so he was in the kingdom of good. But the
of habit, If children would learn to sow seeds | folks whose business it is to turn the eves of
when they are largerand older and stronger, they | others away from Jesus are in another ki1|n| of
should begin while they are little. A good habit | kingdom,

Primary Notes,

Friday. 'The seed is the good word—the mes-
sages which Jesus brought,  He sowed the seeds
of gooduess,  Will you hear his * Come,” and
obey it? Water the good seed by prayer and
trust and song, that it may bear much fruit,

Narere Work.  Sheepand birds are sowers of
seed, which they carry in their beaks and in their
wool,  These scattered in different places in
field and meadow grow wild. The little maple
seedd on its two pretty wings is sown by the
wind, and so is the tiny acorn, which is the seed
of the great oak tree.

hegun now will grow stronger and become easy 1‘ o . ol . X
andhelpful and grand as you grow older. 1f all| 7% kingdom of evil. [Print “ Herod” on the
would speak kind and loving words and do gentle | Poard, and ask if children ever heard this name.
(eeds, the world would be more beautiful, | Some will recall the slaying of the babies, Tell
that this one was not really a king, but a tetrarch,
“Little deeds of kindness, which is the ruler over the fourth part of a state, |
Little words of love, He was not a good man, and he had a very bad
Make our earth an Eden, woman for his wife, They both belonged to the
Like the heaven above.” kingdom of evil, and, what is very sad, they were
there because they wanted to be, Everybody
must choose which kingdom to be in. Even lit-
tle children choose.  Which do you think is the
JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED. Matt, | happy kingdom? Have you made your choice
14. 112, yet? It is so much better to do it while young !

GorpeN Texr. ** Keep thy heart with all dil- | Once in a great meeting the minister asked all
igence ; forout of it are the issues of life,” Prov. | Christians to stand up. Next, he asked all who
4,28, chose Christ in childhood to stand, and many

LESSON XII. (March 20.)
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rose. Then he asked those who chose him be-
fore twenty to rise, and not so many rose,
There were still fewer to rise as he went on, un-
til, when he asked how many started to follow
Jesus after fifty, there were only two or three !
This shows that now is the time to choose which
kingdom you will be in.

The story. Tell the story, but do not leave a
horrible picture in the minds of the children.
Rather turn their eyes upon the happy lot of
Johu in going straight from the gloomy prison
to the brightness and joy of heaven ! Show that
it was Herod and Herodias who were in a worse
prison than John—a prison of their own making,
and one from which they could never escape un-
less they repented of their sins

The lesson,  What have we on the blackboard
Yes, this is a gate, and we will make a picture in

shining on the garden, or the plants and flowers
would never grow and blossom, Heart gardens
need the sun to shine on them too—the sun of
God’s love and truth ; and these little gardens
need a gate, too, which must be carefully kept,
or evil things will come in. [Speak of the *
gate,” the “ear gate,” the ““‘hand gate, 3
We shall have to be watchful and faithful if we
keep our heart garden clean for the Mastc

s
eye But we shall have One to help us who has | hat t . B b thi
" Wwha Ired ZOC 4 e mne y Some ug very

will tell who | What great good can be done by something very

never yet failed. This pretty ve
will be right there to help if we want him :
““ Help us to keep the garden gate,
While Thou dost work within ; 1
For there a thousand evils wait
To sow our hearts with sin,”

|

Kindergarten Hints,
KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, More about
the seeds. Matt. 13. 24-32,
GoLpeN TexT, * Other fell into good ground,
and brought forth fruit.”’ Matt, 18, 8,
‘Plant it safe, thou little child,
It will grow while thou art sleeping.”
~Miss Mulock.

' Aips 10 THE KINDERGARTNER. Holy Bible,
| Mark 55 Life of Christ (Gelkie) ; Boauties of Na-
ture (Lubbuck), * What Fruit ¥

A

INTION STORY.

The stories which Jesus told were wonderfully
| interesting to all who heard them, and we are glad
that Matthew wrote so many of them. We like
|to read them and talk about them. Once
Jesus told the people that the kingdom of
heaven was within them, and at another time he
| told them a story, saying that this is like & man
| whosowed good Lin his tield, and weeds came
up also. The story is here.  We will read it, and
then you may tell me about it, [Read Mait, 13
24-.0.] After that Jesus told another story about
a tiny seed, which was planted and grew morc
| than a hundred times as large [** hundredfold ),
and became a resting place for birds., Matthew
wrote down what he said about it. Let us read
what he wrote. [Read Matt, 13, 31, 82,

|
our minds of a garden beyond it. The sun is|

| Explain unusual words: * Parable,” ** tares,”
“likened,” * reapers,” * herbs.”

|

| OUTLINE.

¢h of the kingdom of God and
what fruits appear wherever the kingdom is
Mention the fruits named in Gal. 5. 22, 23, and
talk about them.

| Sunday. Tes

Monday. The story of the mustard seed shows

small. Impress upon the children that there ar
notrifles. Everything, every little bit of work, is
Important ; it has its place in the great work of
the world. Each one of usis part of the grest

| whole.

Tuesday. We all are sowers, We sowed either
good seed or weeds,  Liken the good seed to what
is attractive to our spiritual nature, onr higher
life,

Wednesduy. We all are sowers, and what we do
and what we say mean much to other people

| What kind of fruit would you like to bear*

Some of that which we spake of on Sunday:
Then the good seeds must be sown upon good
ground,

Thursday. There is more good than naughty it
this world, more good people than naughty ones,
and more wheat than tares,

Friday. The fruit will be of the same kind as the
seed, Jesus said once that men do not gather
figs from thistle bushes. Corn never grows fromw
grass, and it was a mustard seed which grew to
be a mustard-seed tree,

Once a little boy planted his marbles in the
springtime, because he wanted to have peach
trees In his garden, but his mother told him thai
only & peach seed would become a peach tree.
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b e o ———
Seeds of kindness and gentleness and love LESSON XIII. (March 27.)
bring a harvest of love and gentleness and kind- .
ness. We ging sometimes ; REVIEW.

GoLpEN TEXT. “Thou art the Christ, the Son
‘*Sowingin the morning, sowing seeds of kind- of the living God.” Matt. 16, 16,
ness,
Sowing in the noontime and the dewy eve,” Primary Notes,

It we do this every day, by and by all the gen: | [Show the blackboard, and let the children tell
B ' v o

tle words and kind deeds will be as a great har what the book i Ask how many lessons we have
had since the New Year began, and from what
vest, | book these lessons were taken. Why do we take
Narvre Work. Talk of seeds and of growth. : them from this book ¥ Try to find what is in
Beans and peas have tiny jackets to cover them, ' the minds of the children astothis. Itis agood
and when soaked for a time in water this may ! thing to get even little children to giving reasons
be taken off.  You may plant a seed in the moist, why. Too often the habit of taking things for
soft earth, and the life within that tiny seed | granted is formed in childhood and goes on into
comes out of its little home and grows two ways. | mature life. Little children may be assured that
One part pushes down farther into the earth, and | there are good reasons why we fasten our faith
the other part pushes up from the soil toward | to the Bible, and this is a good opportunity to
the light and sunshine, Neither partever makes | bring some of them out, ]
4 mistake. The life in a seed sleeps for nnmy[ All through the lessons of this quarter we have
years, but when it is put where it can grow it | seen the sun shining down upon our lessons,
will sprout and become a plant or  tree, | God is a sun, and if he shines upon his own
}\wrd. we shall be able to s it clearly and to
ART WORK, Show pictures of sceds. A florist's | walk in the light of it. Then, too, he gives his

aunual may be useful. | Holy Spirit to lielp us to understand, and that

. ' s wi * have the dove here.  In the very tirst
HaNp Wonk. Children may draw pletures of :‘ w0y ;" :“ 0:the dove ll; g B lm A
v i b 88 + dove appears, seems 1o come dow
seedssuch as the maple with its two little wings, s ; s 'l\“ 1 ”"l |'r : I. A ' ’
& ” YA ih.30 . 3 s sky, @ i sted o e head of-—
In some library get The Child's Book of Nuture, from the Yy B ) : .
v " i whom?y  Where was John baptizing at this time?
by Dr. Hanker, and on page 65 is a picture of & 3 S
i . ) Why did the holy Jesus come to him for bap-
maple seed, which may be copied.  Perhaps chil- | " "™ 4 $ "
tism¥ If Jesus was haptized, ought we not to
leen may find some maple seeds in the country, |

[bet Let us print * Dove " here to help us re-
| member this lesson,  1f we print * Serpent” just
The TRANSITION CLASS may find the names of | Pe1ow, Will that help to recall the nest lesson ¥
different seeds mentioned in the Bible and rite | Satan ix sometimes called the ol serpent, and
a list of them, you know how he tried to make Jesus do wrong.
(Do you remember how Jesus answered him
SCIENCE AT HoME with THE Mormer, Talk | This lesson shows how wise it is to learn the
o growth being conditioned, very often, by the | Bible words and keep them in our hearts, W hat
surroundings, and of the necessity of the home | did Jesus do after the temptation?  Yes, he be-
atmosphere being such as will aid growtl. Each | gan to preach, and he spoke this word to-
oue in the home helps or hinders the others, and | whom ¢ [Print * Follow.”| What did he want
the best life can be reached when all work to- [ these men to do? Just what this word says—
zether in love, helpfully and usefully. A long | follow—and that is what Le wants every boy and
!me ago a stream of lava, which came from | girl to do, and to begin to do right away,
amountain, lowed over aeity and covered every- | [Review lessons 4, 5, and 6 together.] What
thing ; then this cooled and became hard. A J wonderful sermon did Jesus preach on a moun-
few years ago men dug down through the hard | tain side ¥ It was in this sermon that he gave
Crust and found many wonderful things. One of | the beautiful Blesseds.” How many of them
these was a quantity of seeds, and when they were | can we repeat ¢ What else did he teach in this
planted they grew. They had found their place. | sermon ¢ How should we pray * How should we
Explain how circumstances affect physical, men- | treat onr enemies ¥ What should we seek first {u
tal, and spiritual growth. Scholars talk of de-| this world ¥ We will print, to help ns remember
velopment being dependent upon environment, | these lessons, * Jesus my Teacher.”
The brothers and sisters in the family may sim-| Here is another “Follow.” Jesus spoke it
plify language and find many illustrations to | again and again, until he had twelve followers.

and use a real seed for a drawing model

lwpress this same great trath, | What do we call them ¥ Yes, * disciples.” That
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|
means just learners, He wanted them to do

something for him.  We will print ** Sent forth,”
and that shows what Jesus did-—he
ciples forth to work for him. Does he want his
disciples now to work for him ¢ Yes, and not his
big disciples only ; he wants his little friends, too,
to work for him, Do you know anyway in

+ sent his dis-

which youmay work for Jesus

This little word ** Come,” which we will print
here, tells us that we have come to the invitation
lesson,  Who said * Come #7" To whom did he say
it? Does he say it now? Yes, there is never
day in which he is not calling us to come to him,
Wedo not always hear him, but he is always call-
ing, and it is because he loves us so much that he
wants us to come to him and be safe and happy.
I 1 print * Cornfield,” does that remind you of a
lesson 2 Who walked in a cornfield one Sabbath ¥
What did the disciples do? Was this wrong ¢
Why did the Pharisees find fault, then # What did
Jesus teach them and us to do on the Sabbath ¢

*Wheatand Tares  will help you to remem-
beranother lesson,  What are tares ¥ What are
they like ? Who sows the tares ¥ Who is the en-
emy of oursouls ¥ How may we keep our heart
gardens free from weeds ¢

[Print “ Prison.”]  Who was beheaded in a
prison?  Why had he been put into prison ¥
Why was he beheade
pitied, John or Herod ¥ What have we learned
from all these lessons about the word of God ?
That it is good seed, and if it is planted in our
hearts, and we keep the weeds of sin out, it will
grow into sweet, heavenly flowers and fruit,
Here is a little song prayer for usto learn :

Who was the most to be

£ O Jesus, sower of the seed,

Our hearts belong to thee,
The bread of God in tine of need

Thy planted word shall be,”

THE
SEED

LUKE, v

LUKENI, N
|

[

Kindergarten Hints,
KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, Review, Who
suiu the wonderful words # Who did the wonder-

{ul deeds ? Matthew has the stories all about one |

werson,  The Golden Text tells us who he was,

GorveN Tex
of the living God.™”

*Thouw et the Chivist, the So:
Mutt, 16, 16,

ATTENTION STORY

Even little children knew that Jesus was differ
ent from anyone else, and the people that |u ard
his words said that no man ever spake us b
did. Many people wondered who he \\.x~ and
what he would do, but Peter was the first one
who spoke the very words which told who h
really was, and Peter said the words of our
Golden Text [Matt, 16. 16]. Peter was a fisher
man and lived near the sea.  Perhaps he had lit
tle boys and girls who liked to play in the sand
and pick up pretty shells, and if there were little
children in his house, they had an Unele Andrew
| This was brother of Peter and he must have liked
children, because once he brought to Jesus a lit
tle boy who had bread and fishes, and these wer
what Jesus used to feed the crowd of peopl
upon a mountain, Well, Andrew knew Jesus
too, and he found out ti lat he was the Son of
God, and he brought Peter to Jesus,  This book
ells of it. [Read John 1. 40-42.] It must be
that Andrew ‘and Peter felt as that woman did

who found out who Jesus was, le
about her is written here.  [Read John 4, 20
Some people at a great party and others in a ship
found out that Jesus was the Son of God, and we
will read here what is said about it. | Read John 7
41, also Matt. 14, 33.] People at a feast indoors
and people on the mountains and on the sea all
learned to love him, and even in a home ; when
people were sad they wanted to see him and to
hear his words.  Once a brother and two sisters
who lived together and who liked to have Jesus
£o to their house had a great sorrow, but they

loved him and the shadows all were lighte

the sad hearts were made glad.  One of tl

ters said these words: [Read John 11, 27,]

OUTLINE.

Sunday.  Write the names of Peter, Andrew
| & woman who lived in Samaria, and Martha-th
| names of a few people who found that the great
promise of a Saviour had come true, and the
‘ people were glad to follow him.
| Monday, v of John the Baptist
teaching ¢ Jesus himself con
ing toward the people while John was preach-
|ing.  Soon he in his ministry and went
| about among the people everyday doing good,

Twesday.  Have a lesson on the Beatitudes,

Wednesday.  Recall the lesson on prayer, and
talk of the simplicity of prayer.

Thursday. Talk of the disciples and of their
‘mming to Jesus in obedience to his * Follow
me.”  In great tenderness show that children
may say now, “But still to his footstool in prayer
I may go!” and thus they, too, may follow hin.

Friday. Tave a talk on keeping God's holy
day. Talk of the seed sowing and of the harvest
time,

’ Narere Work, The wilderness where John
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the Baptist lived, also his clothing and food, may
be a lesson for one day or more than one, as
they will talk of water and woodland, bees, cam- i
el’s hairy ete.  Another topi¢ may be the moun- |
tain where Jesus taught, and in connection with

it tulk of forest trees and of their nppvurunm-.‘
wnd the fruit they bear being different from Hu-‘
garden trees,  The uses of wheat will be an iu-‘
teresting and instructive topic, and the necessity [
of bread may be taught in connection with the
Lord’s Prayer and the petition for bread. This
way mean food and not only wheat bread. |
|
Awr Work. Raphael’s picture eartoon of the |
“Charge to Peter” may be purchased for a few

cents and shown to the children, It will ui\v‘
tiem an idea of the dress and appearance of the |
disciples.  The picture will not be spoiled l'ul“‘
them, as it was for Mr. Ruskin, because of the |
conventional attitude of the men and the Italian
sity in the background.

Haxp Work, A kindergartner who has no
ticed work indicated during the quarter will find
something to repeat, or her ingenuity will Hll).";
4est a new topic, embracing several of the new
features for the quarter, ‘!

The TrANSITION CrLass may write something
about the lesson which he likes best of all. |
SCIENCE AT HOME wiTh THE MOTHER. May be
of the sacredness of the Sabbath day and the
Beatitudes. 1f these are followed and the com- |
mandments are obeyed, the life will be ])Icﬂsilu."
to our Father, |

Little seeds of merey
Sown by youthful hands,
Grow to bless the nations

In the far-off lands,”

- -

Whisper Songs for March.
TENTH LESSON,
The Lord’s Day is a garden fair,
Al hedged about with peace :
The Sun of love is shining there,
And heavenly fruits increase,

ELEVENTH LESSON,

Our hearts are little gardens too,
Thro' ehildhood and thro’ youth,
Where Jesus feeds with sun and dew

The tender plants of teath,

TWELFTH LESSON,
Help us to keep the garden gate
While thou dost work within,
For there a thonsand evils wait i
To sow our hearts with sin, |

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
First Quarter,
SINGING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow :
Praise him, all creatures here below 1
Praise him above, ye heavenly host ;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost !

PrA1sE SERvVICE,

Teacher. O sing unto the Lord a new song ;

Cluss, 8ing unto the Lord, all the carth,

T. Let the people praise thee, O God,

. Let all the people praise thee,
Both young men and maidens
. Old men, and children,

T. Praise him with the sound of the trunpet
. Praise him with the psaltery and the lop
" Praise him with stringed instruments and

organs,

All. Praise ye the Lord,

PRAYER SERVICE,

Sing (or repeat) softly :

Lord, we come before thee now,

At thy feet we humbly bow ;

0, do not our suit disdain ;

Shall we seek thee, Lord, in vain 7
PravER (closing with the Lord's Prayer).
SUPPLEMENTAL LEssoN,

COLLECTION (With marching song if possible),

Bikrupay OrreRING,

REviEW,

MoTioN EXErcise,

Two little hands now let us show,

Two hands bring down just so 5

Right hand right things must do,

Left hand must help it, too ;

Both clasped in prayer each day,

And raised for good alway

From mischief hold them tight,

Nor let them strike or fight,

Bat streteh them out in love,

And upward point above ;

Now fold them close, and hear

The words of teacher dear.
Ecno Pravex.
Crosing Worns By TEACHER.
PARTING PRAYER,
As we raise our hands to the sky above
We remember God’s banner over us is 1ot e,
And we bow our heads again in prrayer,
(iiving ourselves to his loving care.
May the lessons learned in our hearts sink deep
May the Lord between us aloving wateh Keep
May we show this in onr work and play.
That we've learned of Jesus on this holy day
We pray thee take each little hand
And lead us all to the better land,
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Sunshine in the Soul.

Jotrs R. Swewey,

1. There's sunshine in my soul to-day, More glo - ri - ousand bright Than glows in
2. There's mu - sic in my soul to-day, A car-ol to my King, And Je - sus,
3. There’s springtimein my soul to-day, For when the Lord is near, The dove of
4. There's glad-ness in my soul to-day, And hope, and praise, and love, For blessings

y earth-ly sky, For Je - sus is the Light. Oh, there’ssun - shine, Bless-ed
list - en-ing, can hear The songs I cannot sing.
peace sings in my heart, The flow’rs of grace appear.
which He gives me now, For joys laid up a-bove. sunshine in my soul,

sunshine in my soul,
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When Je - sus shows His smil - ing face, There is sun-shine in my soul.
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Lesson Helps | ¢

Illustrative Notes

A Guide to the Study of the Sunday-school Lessons,
with Original and Selected Comments, Methods of
Mhlnf{, Illustrative Stories, eto., etc. By Jussi
Lyuax Hurusor and Roesrr ReMiNeToN Dommnry,
Price $1.25.

Peloubet’s Select Notes

, 8 » Explanatory, Il , Doc.
trinal and Practical. ' With Illustrations, Maps, Pio.
tures, etc., etc. Price $1.ag,

lMonday Club Sermons

A Series of 8ermons on the Sunday-sohool Lessons
for 1898, by eminent preachers, Price $1.25.

Berean Lesson Books

No. 1.—Beginner's. No. 2.—The Intermediate, No,
3.—The Senior. Price 20c. Each,

Golden Text Booklets

Bunday-school Lessons and Dally Bible Readings,
with Golden Texts and Bible Facts. Price, post-
paid, each 3c., per doz. 3s¢.

Berean Leaf Cluster

Large Pictures, 24 x 84 inches in size, printed in eight
colors. Golden Texts printed in large letters, We
have arranged with the Publishers to have the above
sent per mail, direct to subscribers, thus saving any
delay, and_faoilitating the regular delivery of the
Cluster. Price delivered per quarter, $1.00, per

ear, $4.00; former price, $1.25 and $5.00.
{Indly have the order read for the whole year, it
possible.

Picture Lesson Roll
Large Colored Pictures il g

ADVERTISEMENTS

The New Temperance

Song Book #* & st & &

“Nuggets
of Gold”

JOHN M. WHYTE,

Issued in view of the coming temperance campaign,
These songs, most of which have never been published
before, have becn sung by Mr, Whyte at the great Pavi-
lion meetings of the Canadian Temperance League of
Toronto, and it is needless to siy that in every instance
they carried the great audiences by storm,

Price per single copy, postpaid - $0.25
Price per doz. copies, not postpaid 2.50
Price per 100 copies, not postpaid 17.00

WILLIAM BRIGGS

Wesley Buildings
29-33 Richmond/St, W, Toronto, Ont,

N.B.—Persons, Churches or Societios desiring the ser-
vices of Mr. John M. Whyte, or of hus brother Judson

the |
Sunday-school Le<sons, Similar to Leaf Cluster, but
with only four colors, Price delivered, f" uare
ter, 75¢. ; per year, $3.00; former price, $1.00
and $3.50

and  himself—duet, with harp and guitar accompani.
ment-—for musical entertainments or evangelistic meet-
inge, should address JOHN M. WHYTE,
Avenue, Toronto, Ont,

79 Langley

Gems of Kope

8elected and arranged by . . .,

PRICE
Cloth, Plain Edges,
+ %

From the Countessy of Aberdeen :

I think your very pretily got-up little book, having for its oh{ect the remembr,
J. is very charmingly designed

whom we have lost to & better worl
the success you could desire,”

From the Brant Churchman

. . w FANNY BATE

+ W& PRY POSTRAGCES + + +

In Memory of the
Faithful Departed

PRICE

Cloth, GiIt Edges, . . $1.00

ance of the birthdays of those

r
for its puipose, and 1 hope will meet with all

**The idea which is quite a new one, and this little ook that embodies it, are most warmly commended by many

who are best
of Saints " an

WILLIAM BRIGGS, - WESLEY BUILDINGS, =

0. W. COATES, Montreal.

ualified to criticise, who think they will commend themselves to all Who believe in the “ Communion
treasure the memory of some who have gone before,”

TORONTO, ONT.
8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax.

In ordering g or in making (nquiry concerni
Publisher, asweil as the 'GW. M'm'lu"

in this M ) YOou wiil oblige the
Baxyzs,

Mmﬁm“mm'l‘nsvmrﬂuou
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Sabbath-School Libraries.

O practical Sabbath-school worker but recognizes the importance—nay,
the necessity—of providing the school with the largest supply of
the best books that the combined financial strength and good

Judgment of the school can provide. Tt is, then, important to know
where such books can be had to best advantage. To such enquiries we extend

%

a hearty invitation to visit, if possible, our Book Rooms at Toronto, Montreal
and Halifax, and inspect the splendid array of shelves laden with the best
literature for the purpose that can be gathered from the Book Market

WHAT ABOUT OUR TERMS?

They are the most liberal.

OUR PRICES ? The lowest.
OUR STOCK ? The Largest.
OUR BOOKS ? The best.

Without boasting, we confidently claim a long lead in the supply of
Sunday-school Libraries. We have made a specialty of this branch of our
business, and find our books, prices and terms wive universal satisfaction
We therefore do not hesitate to invite patronage.  Write and get our Special
offer to Schools.  Catalogues mailed free to any address

... NOW READY...

Catechism of the
continng 2 somary IA€LHOdist Church

of Christian Docrine:::
e Canada

PRICE, 40 CENTS PER DOZEN, POSTPAID

The new Catechism of our Church, prepared by a Committee of the General Conference,
and under its authority, is now issued. It is intended by the Confercnce to take the place
especially of No. 2 of the former s ries.  This Catechism is designed to be such a statement of
our doctrines as our Sunday-school scholars and Epworth Leaguers should commit to memory,
Indeed, it would he of great benefit if older members of the Church would give it careful con
secutive study. For a time the former series of our Catechisms will be on sale at our Methodist
Book Rooms. Please state when ordering whether Old or New edition is wanted.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, . WESLEY BUILDINGS, - Toronto, Ont.
C. W. COATES, MONTREAL. S. F. HUESTIS, HALIFAX.
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