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THANKSGIVING.
A SERMON BY THE REV. W) SHEARER, SHERBROOKE, QUE.

“ Blessed be the Lord, who daily foad-
eth us with benefits, even the God of
our salvation.”—Ps. Ixviii., 19.

This is only one of hundreds of texts,
any one of which might bave been
chosen to guide us in our meditations
this Thanksgiving morning. The Word
of God is rich in such passages, for the
simple reason that through the whole
religious economy of the Old Testament
saints, special and ample provision was
made for the expression of the senti-
ment of gratitude. As individuals, as
families, and as a naticn, the Jews were
‘brought again and again to acknowledge
the good hand of the Lord in their de-
liverance from trouble, in their preser-
vation and their prosperity. Afonu-
ments in stone, and monuments in verse
and song, and monuments in special
days set apart, abounded and do still
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abound, to bear testimony to their grati-
tude. Beautiful Christian sentiment has
been beautifully expressed by secular
poets of both ancient and modern times,
but none of them have ever yet been
able to give that expression to it which
will find acceptance in the hearts of all
men, independent of language, race or
color. God's word alone can do that
“ 1t was written by Jews for Jews,” the
infidel ‘may jeeringly say ; <we graat it
But it was written by inspired Jews
who were of God's own family, and His
children know His voice and come to
Him even if they belong to angther
tace and another generation. We Cana-
dians, living in the last years of thae
19th century, have a feeling, for the ex-
pression of which we cannot find better
language than was penned thousands of
years ago by a Jew. His God s our
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God, and Hr has not changed. The
same still 20 us as He was to them in
His loving kindness and tender mercies:
we can truly say, ¢ Blessed Le the Lord,
who daily loadeth us with benefits, even
the God of our salvation.”

A quaint old divine sees in this verse
a four-fold gradalion of divine bounty.
1st, Lenefits : 2nd, an exaggeration of
beneficence, “a lond of Lenefits ;" 3rd,
a two-fold exaggeration of beneficence,
a * daily load of benefits ;™ 4th, a three-
fold exaggeration of beneficence inas-
muech as the subjects are unworthy,
*ywho daily loadeth us with benefits.”

There are two classes of benefits with
which the Lord, the God of our Salva-
tioz. Is daily loading us and for which
we should bless His mame. They are
1st, our Temporal benefits, and 2nd, our
Spiritual benefits.

1.

Under the head of Temporal benefits
I would put 1st. Our very existence. I
am well aware that there are men who
are ready to curse the day on which
they were born ; but I feel sure titere
are none such here to-day. One of two
reasons has driven these men to such
a desperate state of mind—(1), Either
they have allowed themselves to De-
come the inveterate slaves of some form
of gsin, or (2), else they have attempted
to fight life’s battles in their own
strength and have not taken the Lord
as their Guide ani. Conasellor. No won-
der such men feel existence to be a bur-
den.  The true Christian temperament
should be one of bLuoyancy. “ Rejoice
in the Lord always, and again I say re-
joice,” is a Scriptural injunction to
God’s people. The birds of the air, and
the beasts of the field, and the fish in
our rivers fairly revel with life; and
why should not we ? God never made
any man to be inkiserable. If <we are
miserable it is our own fault and not
God’'s. “JNaw’s chief end is to glorify
God and 1o enjoy IIim forever.” No
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other being on earth was made for such
a high and lofty purpose as man.

“YWhen I-look up unto the heavens
Which Thine own fingers framed,
Unto the moon and to the stars
Which were by Thee cordained,

Then say I, what is man that he re-
membered is by Thee,

Or what the son of man, that Thou so
kind to him shouldst be ;

Iror Thou a little lower hast him than
the angeis made ,

With glory and with dignity thou crowan-
ed hast his head.”

Blessed be the Lord, even the God of
our salvation, for existence.

2nd. Next to existence I would put
Preservation. Where is the Christian
who, when he looks back over his past
life, does not sce that he has reasen to
DLe profoundly thankful for the care God
has had over him. Think of the hun-
dred and one discases and ailments to
which our frail bodies are subject, and
of the accidents to which we have been
daily exposed, and the wonder is that
we have attained to our present age at
all. In every community there arc to
be found men and women who have been
brought. to the very brink of the grave,
but God in His mercy* both to them and
to those depending on them, has spared
thenm.  Think too, of the tendency to
sin which is so strong within us by na-
ture, and of the femptations to which
we have Leen exposed, and the wonder
is that we have not been guilty of the
most abominable crimes, that we are
not sunk in misery and vice. By the
grace of God we are what we are.
Think of the poverty that's in the world.
Very few of us are what the world
would call rich men, but we are infinite-
Iy better off than millions of our fellow-
creatures. We have more or less cozy
homes ; we are more or less comfortably
clad, and we do not need to live on
“hunger bread,” or scrape among Ye-
fuse, or beg from door to door for a
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crust of bread, as not a few, but many
have to Go. We have been preserved
from death, we have been preserved
from the degradation eof vice, we have
been preserved from poverty,and indeed
time would fail us to ehlarge on many
other things from which God in His
merey has preserved us. “ Blesséd be
the Lord, even the God of our salva-
tion.

3drd. There is another class of tem-
poral benefits for which we should bless
the Lord. I refer to tnose which are of
a national or civil nature. Where is the
nation that has rececived, and is receiv-
ing even now, greater tokens of Divine
favor than we are ? - Peace and pros-
perity are reigning among us. Occa-
sionally we hear the rumblings of war,
but they are far off, and our sky keeps
clear. That Dbleer-cyed dragon, Asiatic
cholera, his jaws gory with the blood of
countless victims, has come so near that
we have almost felt the heat of his
breath upon our cheeks, but God in His
mercy has kept him back. In other
countries there have been great social
upheavals, owing to the hand to hand
contest between capital and labor, but
our great industries have gone steadily
on, and comparative quiet has prevailed.
Thank God for these things. ‘Thank
God, too, for our schools and colleges.
Thank God for the newspaper and the
instructive and entertaining volume.
Thank . God for our lecture halls and
reading rooms. Thank God for our tra-
velling facilities by rail and by steamer.
Thank God for our telegraph and Post-
office systems, by which heart may beat
against heart though thousands of miles
apart. ) .

‘“Tor all that God in mercy sends ;

TFor hecalth and enildren, hiome and
{ricnds,
TFor comfort in the time of need ,
For every kindly word and deed,
For happy thoughts and holy talk,
For guidance in our daily walk,
Tor cverything give thanks!

‘“ For beauty in this world of ours,

For verdant grass and lovely flowers,

Ior song of birds, for hum of bees,

For the refreshing summer breeze,

For hill and plain, for streams and

wood,

For the great ocean's mighty flood,

For everything give thanks?

“TFor the sweet sleep which comes with
night,
For the returning morning's light,
For the bright sun that shines on high,
For the stars glittering in the sky,
For these and everything we see,
O God ! our hearts we lift to Thee,
For everything give thanks!”

1I.

Time was when onc-half the world
was entirely ignorant as to how the
other half lived. These times have for
ever gone by. Any schoolboy can give
you a genecral idea of the moral and
social condition of any nation. Books
of travel arc printed and widely circu-
lated, in which the most minute de-
scription of the manners and customs of
far-off lands is made known. More
than that—the daily press brings us
news of what happened not twenty-four
hours since on the other side of the
globe. Now, is it not a fact, that with
all this knowledge before us we can
truibfully say, that in comparison with
other countries, we are morally and
spiritually living in noontide glory,
whilst they are in midnight darkness.
What makes the difference ? Chris-
tianity ! “I am the light of the world.”
Thank God for His unspeakable gift.
The same vice and misery and degrada-
tion which is so open and common jn
heathen lands, wowd be ours were it
not for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It
is all very well for us to be thankful for
the blessings and comiforts of this life,
but as Christians, our souls should to-
day rise in gratitude to God for the gift
of His own dear Son, through Whom sve
have redemption, the forgiveomess of

PP et ot 2 .
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sius, ndoption into His family, sanctifi-
cation and the hope of glory.

A minister once called upon a suffer-
ing invalid who felt very thaakful for
intervals of case, but doubted God's
mercy in Christ Jesus. IIe said to Him
“Thomas, suppose you were drowning
in the river therc, and I plunged in at
the risk of my own life and saved you.
And suppose when we parted at your
door, after bringing you home, I should
give you a lozenge. Tell me, what
would rise in your mind first, when
you thought of me, the lozenge or the
rescue ?” “Why, sir, the rescue,”
said Thomas, in astonishment. ¢ Well,
Thomas,” siaid the minister, *“sc let it
be with God when you think of Him.
You thank Ilim for oue of His little
gifts thank Iim for His greatest gift,
His own Son, who not merely risked,
but actually gave His life for you.” Ah,
friends, how many there are who, like
Thomas, thank God for this, that and
the other thing that’s only a trifie when
compared with God’s greatest gift to
man.

Brethren, we are here this morning in
conformity witli a good old custom.
Surely it is very becoming that as Chris-
tians, as worshippers of the God of the
iwhole earth, to whom we know we are
indebted for life and health, and all
things, we should as a body render
praise and thanks unto the Lord. Let
us see to it that our Thanksgiving be
deep-seated. Let it be out of the abun-
dance of our hearts that our mouths do
speak. “I will praise Thee O Lord my
God with all my heart,” says David.
Let ws have an intellectual comprehen-
sion of the blessings we profess to be
grateful for. It is said that St. Felix
of Cantalica was so profoundly impress-
cd with a sense of the Divine favors he
received from day to day, that the ex-
pression Deo Gratias, (thanks be to God)
was seldom off his lips. The children
on the street would surround him ' and
cry “Deo Gratias. brother Felix, Deo
Gratins.” It would be a blessed thing
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for us if Deo Gratias were written more
deeply upon our hearts, and we were
wide awake to the nature and extent of
the blessings we ave daily cujoying.
Let us sce, too, that our Thanksgiving

‘be spiced with humility. Iet us never

forget how utterly unworthy we ave of
the least of His favors. When tve re-
meimber what God is, and all we have
done to grieve and vex Him, the wonder
is that He does not leave us to perish in
our sins. Truly His ways are not our
ways, neither are Ilis thoughts our
thoughts.

Let us see to it again that our Thanks-
giving be outspoken. “ 0O come iet us
sing unto the Lord ; let us make a joy-
ful noise to the Rock of our Salvation.
Let us come before His presence with
thanksgiving and make a joyful noise
unto Him with psalms. For the Lord
is a great :God and a great king above
all Gods.” The relation between our
souls and God should be the sap.. us
that which exists between the ocean
and the sky. The ocean is constantly
giving back the water it receives in an-
other form. So as we are daily receiv-
ing benefits from God, we should be
daily giving out praise to Him. It is a
case of getting and giving, giving and
getting. .

Moreover, we should see to it that our
Thanksgiving is practical. Don’t be like
the man who, when the plate went
round for the collection, opeﬁed his
mouth wide in praise, but kept his eyes
tightly closed till the plate went by. If
you have any gratitude in your bhosom
towards Almighty God, you will find
some practical way of showing it. 1t is
the very pature of gratitude to sacri-
fice 'self as a token. It is a lie, and no-
thing short of it, for a man t{o say he
feels grateful and yet takes ne step to
make practical preof of it.

And now, in conclusion: Remember
three things. (1) That it pleases God to
discover gratitude in the bosom of a re-
cipient of his favors. ‘“Whoso offereth
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pralse glorifieth Me.” We cannot add
anything to the essentinl glory of God.
But He graciously condescends to notice
and take pleasure in thie ascription to
Him of that which after all is His due.
Do you know the reason why so many
people receive daily benefits and yet
show no sigus of gratitude ? It is for
the very same Teason that when rain
falls on harrean sands it is immediately
sucked up and in a little while the sands
are as they were Defore; but when it
falls on a parched garden of flowers and
vegetables, everything immediately looks
fresh and green and beautiful. The
flowers smile, whiist tears of gratitude
and praise stand on their lovely checks
and the trees and vegetables wave their
arms and clap their hands heavenward.
In the sands there is no life. In the
garden there is life. Wherever taere is
the life of God, the new life in the soul
of men, there will be gratitude to Him
for Hlis benefits, but where that life is
not, there wiil be only selfish indiffer-
ence.

(2) It Dbegets the spirit of praise in
others and sometimes shames and con-
verts sinners. “ Praise ye the Lord,”
is an exclamation which occurs scores
of times in Gud’s Word. On the even-
ing of March 29, 1883, for over an hour,
all who had occision to use the tele-
phone in the city of Chicago, found it
vibrating to musical tunes. Private
and public telephones were alike affect-
ed. The cause remained a mystery till
next day when it was discovered that a
telegraph wire which passed near most
of the telephone wires, was connected
with the harmonic system ; that tunes
were being played over it, and the tele-
phone wires took it up by induction. If
one wire carrying sweet sounds could so
affect other wires by simply being near
them, bow much more should Chris-
tians, full of outspoken, heart-felt grati-
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tude, affeet those with whom they come
into contact in the world ?

But even if we do not suceeed n fu-
spirirg others to join in with us, we
have given testimony to our loyalty In
the presence of rebels, Praising God in
Heaven is like a British subject shout-
ing “God Save the Queen,” on British
soil ; hut praising God on carth and
wmong those who do not love Mim, is
like shouting * God Save the Queen,” on
foreign soil.

3) We shuuld also remember that
¥hilst in praying we act like men, in
praising God we act like angels. There's
going to be a great musical festival in
heaven some day. Already . the singers
are beginning to arrvive. Millions are
already garmented and garlanded. They
are coming from all the cities and towns
and villages in Canada and the United
States, and from away over the ceas.
They are of all ages, little children are to
blend their voices with the matured
voices of men and women. O what a
chorus that will be, when, sometimes
low and soft, and sometimes loud and
strong, that great multitude which no
man c¢an number, sings together the
praise of the God who loved them, the
Son who redeemed them, and the Holy
Gliost who sanctificd them.

Brethiren, if you and I are going to
take part in that grand musical festival,
it is about time we joined the class and
attended the practices. Some of us
have already joined. Some of us have
already Dbeen practising for years and
are nearly ripe for entrance. No one
will be allowed to take part who cannot
sing with the heart as well as withk the
lips. And no man can -consistently
praise God for salvation who has no
part or lot in that salvation.

“ Blessed be the Lord who daily load-
eth us with benefits, even the God of
our Salvation.”

—RRRR——

Delight no less in truth than life.—Shakespeare.
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HARD SAYINGS OF CHRIST.

Iv.

‘“ But as touching the resurrection of
the dead, have ye¢ not read that ivhich
was spoken unto you by God, saying,
I am the God of Abraham, and the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ? Gud
is not the God of the dead but of the
living.”—Matt. xxii., 31-32.

This saying of Christ as an argument
for the vesurrection against the Saddu-
cees, is represented as filling the multi-
tude with astonishment at His doctrine,
and it so completely covered the Saddu-
cees with confusion, that no more
\mzziing questions came from that quar-
ter as long as He was in a position to
appeal to the general publie fer a ver-
dict. W. wmay assume, therefore, that
they must have found the argument a
¢lear and cogent ene from their point of
view.

Now, we must be exceedingly thank-
ful to have this saying preserved to us,
for i. ndicates, as does almost no other
that fell from our Lord’s lips, 1dis posi-
tion on the subject of the resurrection.
and it is certainly one of those clear
flashes of truth which justify the suate-
ment that IIe brought life and imior-
tality to light through the Gospel. So
fav as it expresses His own teaching on
the subject, we have no difficulty with
it But a3 an argument from the Old
Testament Scriptures, the force of it is
by no means apparent, and it has prov-
ed one of the great stumbling-blocks of
¢Xegesis in every age.

The difficulty is a twofold one. In
the first place it does not appear to bear
on the matter of the resurrection at all,
but rather on the certainty of a con-
tinued cXistence after death. Neither
Abraham nor Isaac nor Jacob had been
raised bodily from the dead even at the
time when Jesus was speaking, much

less at the time when God addressed
Moses from the bush. Even if the argu-
ment is valid, it proves only the con-
tinued existence of the patriarchs, not
the resurrcction of the body. And the
two things are by ne means identical.
The second difficulty is as to the validity
of the argument, to prove even the doc-
trine of immortality. Strauss, Hase and
others treat it as a specimen of rabbi-
nical dialecties—a pure scholastic so-
phism, having no force exeept to those
who had adopted erroneous principles
of interpreintion. Let us look at these
two diffienlties in turn.

1. The former need not detain us long.
It is perfectly true that the argument
Lears primarily upon the continued ex-
istence of the soul after death, rather
than upon the¢ resurreelion of the body.
But there was a good reason for choos-
ing that point of attack rather than the
other, buecause tl.it was really the point
at which tihe Sadducees stumbled. In
the account whici Joscphus gives of the
seet, he makes no mention of the resur-
rection whatever, but only of their de-
nial of immortality. * The doctrine of
the Sadducees is this : that souls Jdte
with the Dbodies.”—antiq. xviii.,, 1, 4.
“They also take away the belief of the
immortal duration of the soul and the
punishments and rewards in Hades,”—
Jewish Wars ii., S, 14. 02 course the
denial of the resurrcction necessarily
followed this, but it shows that they
were guilty of the far more serious
error of denying the immortality of the
soul. Had they received this, it is not
at all probable they would have made
much difficulty about tlie prevalent doc-
trine of the resurrection. However im-
portant the hope of the resurrection is
to the imagination, and as a comfort to
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faith In the tlme of bercavement, philo-
sophically it is little more than a co-
roilury to the doctrine of immorinlity.
And the Sadducees above all things
prided themselves on being philosophi-
cal. It is no wonder then that they felt
-the nerve of the question had been
touched when He proved to them from
the Scriptures the reality of a future
life.

At first slght it may scem an amazing
thing that they sheild have been able
to overlook the passages in the Old
Testament Scriptures relafing to the fu-
ture life and to the wnseen world. But
in reality they are not very- numerous—
not nearly so numercus as one might
expect. IEven these few rather imply
than state the doctrine, and compara-
tively little is made of any considera-
tions Jdrawn from the fature life as mo-
tives to present, duty, or as consolations
under present trouble. The futuve life
can hardly be said to have bulked very
largely in the faith of the Pharisees or
of the mass of the people who accepted
il. Under the influence of « sceptical
materialistic bias, it was a comparitive-
Iy easy thing to explain away all the
passages that looked in the direction of
a conscious future state, especially if.
as some maintain, they acknowledged
only the Pentateuch as the authoritative
standard of doctrine. I have myself
heard 2 would-be religious leader who
claimed to have many followers, under
the influence of a certain bias, virtually
maintain that ther: is no clear refer-
ence to the future life in the New Testa-
ment, nor any appeal to duty based up-
on the eternal realities involved. The
faculty for misunderstanding and mis-
interpreting is 2 very large one in some
quarters, and we need not be surprised
‘at the Sadducees persuading themselves
that there was no clear evidence of the
existence of a conscious state after
death.

2. The other difficulty is somewhat
more serious, involving as it dces the
question of the validity of our Lord's

method of Interprethig the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures. 1t rather shocks oue™s
reverence for His authority as a teacher,
to'be told that, however true the doc-
trine, this argument for it is nothing but
o rabbinical sophism-—not to be regard-
ed as fair exegesis at all, but only a
sort of argumentum ad hominem. Mar-
tineau’s statement i{s more moderate
than that of Strauss, already referred to.
He represents it as a “ plea characteris-
tic of an expanding thought which had
to extort the truth it craved by strug-
gling with a text it could net change.”
But this does not help matters very
much, for it still leaves us in the dis-
agreenble necessity of supposing that
Christ did violence to the words of
sacred writ in order to make a point
against His questioners. He is too free
from such a tendency everywhere -se
to make that saggestion a natural one
here.  IBqualiy unsatisfactory is Alex-
ander’s method of cutting the knot by
maintaining that it was not meant to be
an argument at all, but an authorita-
tive statement of thie truth. 1f that were
the case, it was surely a confusing
thing to put it in the form of an argu-
ment, and expect the Sadducees to be
convineed by it. Oune feels that there
must be some worthier solution than
cither of these.

One or two observitions may help to
clear the way for a fruer view.

It may be conceded at the outset that
our Lord's argument as here given is
of 2 Kind that was likely to appeal to
the Rabbinical mind. In fact, we find
this identicsi argument urged by Rabbi
Manasseh Ben Israel in his treatise on
the resurrection. It is no doubt adopted
by him from a Christian source, but in
view of the Jewish hostility to every-
thing Christian, he woéuld hardly have
done so unless he had felt that it was
a strong argument which was too good
(o be overlooked, whatever its origin.
The Rabbis were fond of sceing recon-
dite meanings in all Scripture sayings,
and exercised a good de:}l of ingenuity

i e -
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in discovering them.,  Such an inference,

therefore, from an important saying
though mnot obvious to every wveader,

would at once strike them favorably,
and commend itsely wo their approval.
It was Yke the opening of a hitherto
undevelopes mine, that by so much in-
creased their wealth,  The rabbinieal
mind was therefore befter prepaved by
its peeuliar  teaining  and  habit  of
thouglt to admit the force of this argu-
ment as thus stated, than the more se-
vercly logical oceidental mimid, espeei-
ally in these modern days when the
striet metyrods of grammatico-historieal
exegesis have entirely superseded all
others. ud the argument been put in
this form with a western audience of
our time, it would probably have served
mercly to raise fresh questions requiring
freshh explanations. It would hardly
have helped the situation at all, anc
certainly would not have silenced is
questioners.  But surely it is no real
objection to an urgument that it is cast
into the formi which is most likely to
carry conviction to the minds of those
towards whom it is directed. It only
shiows the sKkill of a teacher wwhen he is
able to do this. and it by no means fol-
lows that an argument is a sophism be-
cause it happens to be convincing to
one certain type of mind more readily
than to another.

We may even go further, and say that
the argumentum ad hominem is a per-

feetly legitimate argument t{o use in
controversy. Cavillers sometimes need

to bLe silenced as well as convinced, and
for this end they may be dealt with on
their own principles, even when these
are confessedly more or less crroncous.
If the whole case is made to rest upon
such arguments, of course the structure
scon comes to the ground. But as aux-
iliaries they are often invaluable. The
argument fere, whatever may be
thought of it, can hardly be said to be
anzthing more than auxilinry. The dde-
trines of immortality and of the resur-
rection certainly do not depend upon

NeFTTTTY
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the meaning of this or of any other
single text in the Old Pestament or the
New.  But surely it militates somewhat
against the theory of a purely rabbini-
cal or personal argument here, that it
is addressed primarily not to the recog-
nized rabbinieal elass who were all
Pharisces, but to the rationalistic Sad-
duccees whose methods of exegesis were
altogether different. and that it silenced
them. That of course does not prove it
altogether valid, but it does prove it to
be something more than a rabbindeal
sophism,

Nor is it without significance that this
argument agunst the Sadducees is given
in all three of the Synoptic Gospels.
This shows that the Apostolie Church
fully apprecinted the foree of it as dis-
posing effectnally of the Sadducean con-
tention. And thongh a considerable
number in the eariy chuveh were of
Jewish extraction, the Christian litera-
ture of the first century, canonical and
mneanonieal, is  surprisingly free from
rabbinical conceits.

A ood deal of unnecessary prejudice
has been created against this argument
by the supposition that the foree of it
rests upon the use of ilie present teuse
in the Lord's words to Moses, “I am
the God ov Abraham. &e.,” instead of
“I was.” Even so acute a critic as
Martineau so veprrsents ift. But tnis is
altogether a mistake. For though the
present tense of the verb “to be” is
found here in the Greek of 3atthew's
report and in the Septuagint of Exodus,
neither the original IIcbrew nor the re-
ports of Mark and ILuke contain any
verh at all. The absence of it from the
Hebrew must have prevented Christ
from building any argument upon it,
and the want of it in the accounts of
Mark and Lukg, shows that they did not
suppcse Him ‘o bhave done so. Its co-
gencey does not depend upon such a
trivial point as that.

The true key to the solution of the
difficulty is to be found in the main
idea which the words of God were in-
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tended to suggest to Moses, viz, that of
His own falthfulness. In calling Him-
self the God of Abraham and of Isaac
and of Jacobl, He does not mean simply
to identify Ilinself as the God who had
been worshipped by Moses’ ancestors,
but as the God who had made a coven-
ant with the nation of Isradl and glven
them certain promises as to the posses-
sion of the lang of Canannn which Ife
now meant to fultil. Yie wished to
stimulate faith and arouse confidence
without which ncither Moses nor the
people would ever have had the courage
to make a strike for liberty. In the nar-
rative of Bxodus the whole explanation
of the vision to Moses and of ihe com-
mission which followed from it, is made
to lic in the fact that hearing the groan-
ing of the people “ God remembered His
covenant witih Abraham, with Isaac,
and with Jacob.,” Exod. .., 24 1t was
a belief in that covenant which alone
could carry them through the difficult
enterprise. But only on one supposition
could either Moses or the people attach
any value to that covenant, or put any
trust ir it—on the sunposition that
Abraham and Isaace and  Jacob were
still alive and enjoying the blessedness
of God’s favor. It must be Ptorne in
mind that the promise had bew. o the
patriarchs themselves as well as to
their descendants. The words to Abra-
ham were, “ Alt the land which thou
seest, to thee will 1 give it, and to thy

. seed for ever.”” Gen. xiii., 15. Now, so

far as the patriarchs themselves were
concerned in this life, the promise was
never fulfilled, cither as to the letter or
the spirit of ** They were only stran-
gers and sojourners in the land to the
end, thankful to obtain even so much
as the possession of a burial place. Un-
less there was therefore, some compen-
sation to them in another world, God
had simply failed in His promise, and
unless Moses had so understoed it, the
statement of the personage who appear-
ed to him in the bush that He was * the
God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of
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Jacob,” would have conveyed no assur-
ance of anything but failure. On any
cther supposition it would have been to
the last degree impolitic to refer to that
fact at all, as terding rather to discour-
agement than otherwise., But Moses
never dreamed of chavging God with
failing to keep His promise to Abraham.
All his Egyptian training pre- red him
to believe that though it had not been
literally fulfilled to any of the paftri-
arehs, they had no reason to regret it.
They had received another and a betier
inheritance in the unseen world where
they had been gathered (o their fathers.
The nearest parallel to this argument
and the best commentary cn it, there-
fore, is that found in the Epistie to the
Hebrews, chap. xi., 13-16. “These all
died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them and
greeted tham from afar, and having con-
fessed that they were strapgers gid pil-
grims on the earth. IFor they that say
such things make it manifest that they
are secking after a country of their own.
And if indeed they had been mindful of
that country from which they went cut,
they would have had opportunity to re-
wurn. But now they desire a Dbetter
country, that is, 2 heavenly ; wherefore
God is not ashamed of them to be called
their God; for He hath prepared fo.
them a city.”

Stated in this form, the argument is
perfectly intelligible and cogent for us
as well as for the rabbinical mind. So
far from being a sophistical conceit, it
follows the method of the most approv-
ed historical exegesis, for it carries us
back to the standpoint of AMoses, and
simply inquires how he must have un-
derstood the saying in his circumstances
with the necessary implications. The,
wonder is not that Jesus should have
used it against the Sadducees, but that
it had not long before occurred to their
adversaries, so plainly does it lie upon
the 'surface, in substance at least, if not
in form. But it is only another illustra-
tion of what has occurred so frequently
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in theological and all other science, that and interprcc them for us is often the
the plainest things right at hand are the highest genius, nay a veritable inspira-
last to be observed accurately and read tion of God. JOHN SCRIMGER.
aright. ‘To perceive such things clearly Presbyterian College.

THE GIFT OF GOD.

Beside the man the maiden stands

To Lind twin hearts that ence were free ;
Each whispers o'er the clasping hands,
“Behold. I give myself to thee.™”

The Savicur’s mystic union with

His fair Church Bride, herein we see:

Tis His voice “ You and I are Kith,
Behold I give myself to thee.”

When holy babe of Bethlehem
Lay cradled on taie Virgin's knee,

In Joseph’s arms, 16 cach of them
He said, “1 give mysclf to thee”

So bLabes in baptismm hear Him speak,
“Thy cleansing fount, behold in Me,
QO little one ; however weak

Thou art, T give Mysclf to thee.”

And when we taste the bread and wine,
That call to mind the accursed tree,

We Lear aur surety’s words divine,

“RBehold, I give Myself to thee.™”

O love of God. our spirits thrill
Thine accenfs breathing tenderly,
“Thou mayest mock, betray, nay Kill,
Yet still I give Myself to thee.” -

OQur spirits by Thy Spirit make

All Thine own love would have them be,
To cry abroad, * For Jesus' sake,

O worid, I give mysclf to thee.”
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SYMPOSIUM.

IS THE TRAINING FOR THE MINISTRY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
CANADA SUFFICIENTLY PRACTICALY

In complying with the request to help
in the discussion of this subjeet, it
should be stated that the writer receiv-
ed no part of his theological education
in Canada, has no College of the Church
in his mind ,and that his criticisms are
based on what he has cobserved, priuci-
pally in Western Canada, where gradu-
ates of all our colleges are laboring.
From the nature of the case, the obset
vations made arc brief and disjointed,
are not intende?! to cast reflections on
any person or school, but to point out
defects, and suggest improvements, so
that the ministry of the Church may be-
come more cfficient. As a Church we
are ¢ aservative, walking a good deal
in tLe light of tradition, and forgetting
that Canada is not Scotland or Ircland,
and that, although many of our people
are of Scotch or Scotch-Irish stocks. they
differ widely from the people of the
Mother Land. The Church must be 2
Canadian Church, adapting herself to
new and changing conditions, :ind deter-
wained to do her part in secking and
saving the lost, irrespective of race or
nationality. The cclieges are instituted
and mzintained to i{rain and cquip men
for this work, and hence all members
of the Church aré interested in their
cfficicncy.

Permit me, at the outset. to point out
that far too many students leave colleze
with impaired health. Dyspepsia. indi-
gestion. nervous troubles, and a irain
of evils noticed are not the resuil of hard
study. YWhether in the seminary or
¢isewhere, men should be taught how to
keep the body in a healthy state. Good
digestion sends a river Tull of rich blood
to flood the brain : and the minister is
hopeful, cheerful. companionable, eager

for work and able to do it ; and his ser-
mons will be stimulating and helpful,
not thin kine or blasted ears, but full
and well favored.

Many of ouy minisiers know but little
of the right use of the voice, and several
have left the West with throat troubles.
-aused mainly, if not solely, by a wrong
use of the vocal organs; while others
similarly threatened have been speedily
and permanently cured by a course of
training in a school in Chicago. Why
should not speakers receive voice-train-
ing as well as singers ¥ Are our col-
leges doing what is necessary in giving
compass and flexibiiity to the voices of
their students ? 1t is to be feared that
they are not and hence faults of de-
livery rob many a good sermon of its
cflcctiveness.

The reading of the Scriptures, of

psalms and hymns in public. is also too’

little studied, and hence not unfreqiuent-
Iy the preacher creates a projadice
against himself, by a misplaced accent
or emphasis, ere hie has had time to be-
zin his sermon. Yhen the preacher
reads “ How sweet the name of Jesus
sounds in a believer's ear.” one is tempt-
od to ask “did you expect it to sound
in his eye, or nose, or mouth*?’ Or when
another reads, “ Thou never gavest me
a kid that T might make merry with
wy friends,” to suggest that the mean-
ing might be brouglit cut hetter by mov-
ing the emphasis forward to “ kid.” Ur-
bane we have heard pronounced with
three syllables, and wondered whether
the good man had changed his sex since
his deatk. When a bhoy at school, fin-
sers have smarted from saying Ariste-
bulus and Stephi-nus, and it was deem-
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ed prudent to pronounce such words
like other people. The experience of
some ministers seems to have been dif-
ferent.

More attention should be given to pub-
lic speaking. The matter of many a
sermon may he abundant and whole-
some, but its form, legical, literary and
rhetorical, is faulty. The preacher sets
out as if he wished to fill up thirty or
forty minutes time, rather than fasten
conviction on the minds of his hcarers.
There is no defiaite aim, no marshalling
of arguments to clucidate or prove a
theme, and no appezls to lead to action,
and hence the result is disappointing.
Much more time should be given in col-
lege to the preparation and delivery of
sermons. Sxcellent lectures on the
theory of preaching may bLe given, and,
no doubt, are given, but only practice,
pleaty of practice, under an cflicient pro-
fessor and competent critie, can preparo
a student for his life-work. Rarc geins
are frequently detected, where perhaps
they would not be looked for, but the
mass of the audience do not neotice
them, becnruse they are uncut or hecause
badly set.

Special grants have been given by
Eastern congregations, missionary so-
cieties and individual miembers of the
Church to support certain missions. in
such cases, the missionary was expected
to correspond with the congregation
about his work, and so decpen and ex-
tend interest. It would scarcely be be-
lieved that some of these grants were
lost because the missionary f{ailed to
write; and this not because they were
unwilling, but because they thought
themselves unable. Men have been ap-
pointed Conveners of Presbytery and
Srnod Commitiees and failed {o report,
because they could write nothing worthy
of the ceeasion. 1t is not cnough to im-
part knowledge, to dictate notes, that
may perhaps never again be consulted
after the cxamination is over, men
should be drilled in composition ; the'r
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powers of expression, effecetive utter-
ance, aptness to teach, should be culdl-
rated ; and though the stores of know-
leGgge collected during a college course
might be less bulky their ministry
would likely be more fruitful and their
lot il life more comfortable.

Complaints have been heard on the
floor of the Assembly, from the West,
that graduates and licentiates are not
as familiar with the Bible as they should
be. Alen have been known to pass re-
speetable examinations in Systematie
Theology, Apologetics, Church History,
&e., that came .ar short in their know-
ledge of the Word of God. Elders who
have taken part in such cxaminations
have refused acquiescence in the de-
cision of the Presbyiery to liccuse, be-
cause candidates were so isnorant of
the Secriptures, Considering the place
the English Bible holds in the Church
and community, considering how rich
men like Arnold and Carlyle found it
for literary purposes, considering how
powerful an instrument it is for moral
and religious ends in the hands of those
who know how {o usc it, cvery effort
should be made fo make the student
familiar with its structure and contents
ere ne leaves the seminary. The mi-
croscopical examination of a few chap-
ters or books can never take the place
af a mastery of the Book as n whole.

One winter the writer had charge of
a mission in New York city ; the Rev.
Dr. Burrell, then a junior student in
TUnion Theological Scminary was as-
sistant. Dr. Hall, Dr. Harper, Mr. P. T
Barnum, and others, delivered a course
of lectures. Lawvers, bankers, merch-
ants and the rest atiended. Mr. Burrell

-as appoinied to sclect and read suit-
able portions of Scripturc on such occa-
sions. So appropriate were the sclee-
tions, that some Christian people who
attended regularly, were surprised st
the richiness and variety of the Word of
God ; and others (not Christians) were
induced to read the book for its literary
cxcellence. Whether it student cin tell
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the diiferent meanings of * dp » or not,
as used by Paul, let him have no excuse
for not knowing the English Bible.

Evangelistic services are Yecoming
more common, and no doubt they have
been made an important means of ad-
vancing God’s cause. 1t is safe to say,
however, that they have not received
that recoznition in our colleges that they
deserve ; and if our young men are to
take part in them or conduct them,
they must qualify elsewhere. Spiritual
awakenings have taken place in Western
congregations, and the pastors found
themselves helpless in dealing with in-
quirers Neighboring ministers have had
to be called in, and through them souls
have received light and hope. This
should not be ; a minister suffers in the
estimation of his own people when he
is dependent on others in so important
and sacred a part of his work.

Many have found * Spencer’s Pastors’
Sketches” of much value in teaching
how to deal with individuals ; but why
should not the professor or Ilc-turer
draw on his ewa pastoral experience for
the benefit of his student ? There ave
difficulties that every pastor has met,
why should the student be left to grope
his way in the dark in dealing with
such, when a2 inmp could be placed in
his hand? Are we not, as a Church, de-
pending too exclusively on preaching
for the ingathering of souls ? In Cana-
da are found a large number of people
unattached {o any denomination—people
who have not received their early tmin-
ing in Presbyterian homes. Our young
men must be taught how best to reach
and win these. It must be confessed
too, that many have leit the Presby-
terian Chuveh, and joined other bodics,
and that their excuse was that no one
in the Presbyicerian Church cver spoke
to them about the matter of their per-
sonal salvation. The desire to be help-
ful in this way, no doubt, cxisis, but
how to proceed is puzzling. Here again
the lecturer whose ministry has been
fruitful, can give rtarc help fo the

student. The professor in mathematies
teaches largely by “ eximples,” and the
professor in pastoral theology ean with
profit follow his lead.

The Session is an important Court in
the Presbyterian Church, but its fune-
tions arc not understood, and its utility
is frequently questioned. Are our stu-
dents taugbt, sufficiently, how to get the
njost service out of members of session,
and make them a spiritual force in the
congregation ? From the way in which
Session records are kept, and from the
appeals made to Presbyteries from the
decisions of sessions, it is charitable to
suppose that tiie duties of this court re-
ceive litile consideration in the class-
room. Would it mot be well, occasion-
ally, to turn the class into ¢ session, ap-
peint one of the students moderator, and
another clerk, and perform in detail the
work that falls to any efficient session ?
Vhyx should not cases of disciplinge be
proceeded with, and students taught
how to act at all stages. how to take
and record evidence, and after mature
deliberation, to issue the case ? Ignor-
ance of the law of the Church in initiat-
ing proceedings, bungling in conducting
the trial, or lack of tact in dealing with
parties to a casc ,has sent many a Pres-
byterian family into another communion
or left 2 rankling sore for years.

From the Session to the Presbytery is
but a step, and there ignorance of the
rules of procedure is displayed before
the public. Should not our students be
drilled on some good book on Church
procedure. and taught how to preside
with dignity and impartiality, how {0
conduct the business of the court in an
arderly manner, how to keep minutes.
&c.? Who has not seen the effect of an
ordination scrvice marced by the mis-
iakes of those who took a part before
the public? Tet the class become a
Presbytery occasionally, aad let difiv-
cult and dclicate cases be conducted.
cven although some abstruse point in
the License Creed should receive less
attention. Let us take a leaf out of the

hthabt ¢ 3 & aaf ate.
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book of business colleges and work out
onr theories in the class,

Our colleges do not give sufticient con-
sideration to the errors that are found
in our own country, and young ministers
do not know how to trap these little
foxes that spoil the vines. Plymouthism
has weakened not a few of our Western
missions uand congregations. Seventh-
day Adventists and Millenial-dawn err-
orists have shorn some missions of their

strength, and broken up missionary s0-

cieties ; but the missionaries in charge
were at 2 loss how to guard their flocks
from these prairie wolves. Had iley to
deal with Arians or Pelagians, with
Donatists or Docetists, or with any
other extinet Lcvetics, they would find
themselves well armed and with plenty
of ammunition. For thosc new foes they
have not a cartridge.

And truth compels one to say that
Baptists have circulated their literature,
as they only know how to do, that they
have rung the changes on “ Baptizo,”
and Dbelievers’ baptism, and have used
over agnin their threadbare arguments
on new soil and fresk: people ; and that
our young men are not trained to reply
to them effectively.

TUnbelief is found in the West as well
as heresy, and the man that is not
taught to meet if, is at a disadvantage.
There is not much gained by arguing
with a confirmed infidel or loud scofier,
but the man that can spike their gans,
captures-many prisoners. Besides, there
are many with houest doubts wio re-
quire help, and look tfo ministers for ex-
planations. They are nect always able
to give them ; and it is not always their
fault. Were professors of Apoiogetics to
spend a summer or two dving mission
work among the miners in British Col-
umbia, or the ranchers of Alberta, it is
likely that a few new lectures would
be written. In these Western wilds the
«“ Higher Criticism ™ would also be dis-
covered, and men would discuss it so
freelx that the lecturer weuld no doubt
think it was full time to air the subject
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in the class-room. Our students should
Kknow how to reply to Paine and Inger-
soll, to Huxley aud Spencer, to the ar-
guiments of infidel magazines and quar-
terlies, as well as to Celsus and Julian,
Hobbes and Hume. Living dogs are
more dangerous than dead lions.

The proper manageizent of the finan-
cial department of the congregation has
much to do with its prosperity. Has
this subject received sufficient attention
in our colleges ? Ministers have given
their sanction to, nay have urged, the
erection of costly churches that have
imposed crushing debts on the congre-
gations, and compelled themselves to
seek new spheres of labor. There may
be lectures given on the duty of giving
a tenth for religious purposes; and a
brilliant genius may advocate that one-
half of this tenth should Le given for
Forgcign lissions, and the balance di-
vided among the schemes—all the other
schemes—and the support of ordinances
at home. But how much instruction is
given about the most approved methods -
of raising a revenue ? The poorer the
congregation, the more need of the best
nethods of financing. Any ordinary
financier can raise a revenue in Britain,
beeause the country is so rich, it requires
a genius {o raise a revenue in Turkey,
because the country is so poor. YWere
the interest pxid on mortgages on
church and manse property available for
church extension, what an impetus
would be given to the work of the
Chureh, and what new life would be
infused into our congregations. Here
cvidently practical training is impera-
tively called for.

As compared with those aof other de-
nominations, the contributions of the
Church for schemes are respectable, but
they are much bLelow our ability. Seve-
ral causes contribute to this result. The
people are not informed in Getail of the
extent or importance of the work the
Church has on nand. This subject was
not taught in college, and many minis-
ters have not had time to study it since,
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and hence they “ do not preach on it.”
Sometimes ministers are afraid of giving
offence by “ discussing money.” But u
more fruitful source of evil is the lack
of system, method, organization. The
great disparity in the givings of congre-
gations of cqual wealth, sliows what the
proper training of a congregation may
do, and how the Church suffers through
men who neglect this duty.

One questions, too, whether suflicient
attention is given to the principles of
the Presbyterian Chureh, her achieve-
ments in other lands, and especially her
history in Canada. There is not that
denominational zeal among us that is
found among other churches, our people
will separate more readily from the
Church to join others, thun is sometimes
desirable. and one is apt to inquire
why ? They give freely of their money
to support Methodist missions, or even
Duild Roman Catholic Churches—more
{freely sometimes, than to help forward
their own mission work. Suck genero-
sity is not reciproczted. Is there some-

thing wrong in their training, ana if so,
how far back shall it be traced ? Stu-
dents have been known to labor in the
mission field for several summers, and
yet to be wnoliy ignorant of the regula-
tions of the ¥Home Mission Committee
from which they reccived their appoint-
ment.

Time and space fail to refer to music,
the Sabbath-schiool, the <Christian En-
deavor Society, Missionary Societies,
Aid Societies and the rest, important as
these are. Enough has been said to
show that the methods of carrying on
work in Scotland svill not do in Canada,
and that the methods in vogue in
Canada forty years ago, would indict
more serious losses on the Chiurch to-day
than at that time. And since ministers
are called on to deliver addresses from
the platform. to discuss social ques-
tions, to ofliciate at marriages, &e., they
should at least receive hints to guide
them. But this ig a large subject, and
1 forbear. J. ROBERTSON.

Winnipeg, Maun.

Took tp! Jook up!

A Tather’s loving eye o'erlonketh w11 ;
Nay, mwore,—He all upholds, however

small,
Unknown to Him
fall.

a spaiwtow caunnot

Look up ! look up!

—Selected.
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THE YOUNG MAN

This is the title of an illustrated article
in the January number of * The Cosmo-
politan,” by Edward W. Bok. The illus-
trations are presumably intended to give
point and ecmphasis to the writer's
effort, and while not imperishable pro-
ductions of genius, may serve this pur-
pose.

Mr. Bok writes upon many subjects.
His style is crisp and attractive, and he
usually expresses himeself with & confi-
dence which gives the impression that
he believes his views should be unhesi-
tatingly accepted. In this article he
deals with ministers and their work in
relation to young men—a most import-
ant subject. He professes to have made
it a special study. It has been long
simmering in his mind. He has sought
information upon it from many sources,
and from city to city. His opening
statements in this respeet excite great
expectations. ¥From the pains tiken, the
subject is surely exhausted once for all.
“ 1 have purposely,” he says, “ put my-
self in the way of clergymen, and tried
to ascertain how close they understand
the thoughts and needs of young men.
Whenever, in five different cities, 1 nave
seen announced a series of sermons for
young men from some pulpit, I have at-
tended and heard one or more of them.
I have talked with stewards of the Ae-
thodist Chureh, with clders of the Pres-
byterian Church, with vestrymen of the
Episcopal Church, and with churchmen
and laymen in general. . . . I feel
satisfied that I have looked at the ques-
tion from the different and more im-
portant points of view, and the resulf
of threz years of this investigation nas
convinced me that the blame cannot be
shifted entirely on the shoulders of
young men. I bave failed to find the
young men with whom I have talked
either ungodly or disrespectful of sacred
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matters ; on the contrary, I have found
them just as desirous of attending
church as the chureh is anxious to have
them. A spirit of indifterence I did find
in some instances, but that is all ; irre-
verence I failed {o find in a single in-
stance.”

1t is obvious that during these years
of toilsome investigation, Mir. Bok has
lived and moved among very respect-
able people. Few have mingled with
men as much as he must have done,
without finding “a single instance of
irreverence.” And then to meet none un-
sodly or disrespeciful to sacred matters
is equally remarkable. One is tempted
to ask what is his standard of godliness,
and svhere are the five cities in which
he was so fortunate in his environment?
He must have shunned the moral stums
of New York and Chicago, and refused
to look into the saloons, and theatres
and gambling hells which draw into
them thousands of young men. It seems
as if Mr. Bok frequented the rooms of
Young Men's Christian  Associations
Iis collection of facts, it is to be feared,
is one-sided and incomplete. But the
problem he submits urgently calls for
solution—why young men of irreproach-
able character, such as he has met, who
are actually desirous of attending church,
habituclly absent themselves 2 His rea-
sons for this conduct, following the or-
der of the article, may he classified as
follows :—

First, thoughtless sermons—“1 am
fresh,” he says, “ from such a sermon as
I write. Of all those sermons, (thirty
in number) I cannot, with one exception,
which I heard five years ago, recall a
single instance which gave me one pro-
fitable thought presented in such & man-
ner that I could carry it away with me.””

This is a melancholy experience.—
Only “one profitadle thought™ in thirty
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sermons. All the sadder when we ave
told that *“fourteen of their preachers
took the text of the prodigal son as the
theme of their sermons.”” One would
imagine that the simple reading of that
exquisile narrative would have suggest-
ed a dozen profitable thoughts to & man
of Mr. Bok's intelligence. Our Shorter
Catechism, which may not have been
embraced in Mr. Bok’s theological stu-
dies, declares “That the Spirit of God
maketh the reading, but cspecially the
preaching of the Word, an ecffectual
means of convincing and converting
sinners. and of building them up in holi-
ness and comfort, through faith unto
salvation.” Terhaps Mr. Bok deems this
doctrine out of touch with the age, and
obsolete. e tells us, what by cndless
repetitions on the part of smart writers
of our day has become very trite, that
“each generation must necessarily differ
from the preceding one, and that it is
unjust to ask the young man to aiceept
in 1804, the methods in vogue in 1824.7
“Vith changing conditions come differ-
ent demands, spiritual as well as ma-
terial.”. True, but there are permanent
factors in human naturc. No genera-
tion, bowever cnlightened and progres-
sive, can be saved except in the old-
fashioned way in vogue in the days of
Adam. Faith in the blood of atonement
was then needed, and is still. No gener-
ation can enter jinto the kingdom of God
except by being born amew “of water
and of the spirit,”—a great fundameatal
truth which finds no place in the article
before me. But I am not apologizing
for thoughtless or disorderly sermons
and indolent preachers ; and had I been
condemned to listen to fhiriy scermons
and get only one thought out of them
all, 1 should probably be better able to
appreciate the spirit of heroic forbear-
ance with which Mr. Bok has restrained
and governed Lis temper during theyears
of sore trial *hrough which he has been
working out his little experisnents among
Methodists, Prestiyterians, Episcopalians
and the rest. 1 have happily escaped
17

AND T/E crHyRCH.

201
such an ordeal, and believe that it is
impossible to come upon :thirty such ser-
mons in Canada ; especially i€ the occu-
pants of pews have suflicient humility
to follow the injunction of the Great
Teacher—* Take heed bow ye hear.”

Sccondly—Speeinl sermons and taljs
on manly sports. These are declared to
keep young men out of church. Possi-
bly, although I listened with profita few
weeks ago to an admirable discourse of
this sort delivered by a Methodist
preacher in his own church, which was
packed to the door with an audience of
about three thousand. Hundreds of
younyg men were in the assembly. Chis
was in Montreal. The pastor, who on
this oceasion discussed the special sub-
ject of “ Recreation,” is not a sensation-
alist. He statedly keeps to the old his-
toriec Gospel. "Chis is best. It embraces
all classes, old and youny, male and fe-
male, rich and poor, servants and mas-
ters, and when preached as it should
be, by drawing with suflicicat fulness
upon cvery part of the word—Moses and
the prophets as wel! as the historical
and doctrinal books of the New Testa-
ment—they will all reeeive their portion
in due scason.

I am not prepared wholly to condemn
speciidl preaching. In a very significant
and practical sense we have not nearly
cnough of it—preaching in which minis-
ters fearlessly strike with the edge of
the sword of the Spirit, and cut into the
hollow shams of the age—preaching by
which the rightcousness and love of God
are made as real and vivid as they will
appear to men in the day of judgment.
Such preaching demands much secret
prayer and intense study. I confess to
a feeling of uncasiiess, however, when
I sce & minister persistently advertising
curious subjects. They mean for him
less work and more notoricty. 'They
are often omens of an approaching
change of pastorate. The best of the
people become justly impatient with in-
dolent ministers, they desire the pure
wilk of the Word, and are dissatisfied
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when they do not get it In the expres-
sive words of Mrs. Macfadyen, in “The
Ronnie RBrier Bush, “1t's ae thing tae
feed o calf wi' milk, and anither tae gle
it the cmpty cogle tae Nek.” .

Talks on manly sports and on many
similar themes are pretty certain to be
“the emply cogie,” displacing the eternal
verities with which the ambassador of
Chirist should deal.

Third—Sermons which emphasize pro-
hibitory precepts and are separated from
current problems. These are said to be
a greai barrier to c¢hureh attendance.
The prohibitions of the deealogue are
now unsuitable. Our progressive age
has outgrown them. “The young man,”
says Mr. Bok, “ does not need to be told
that he must not swear ; that he must
not drink ; that he must not be adulter-
ous.” This is bold if not reckless, in the
face of the profanity heard in our pub-
lic streets, and the drinking, fraud and
impurity contended against by such men
as Dr. Parkhurst and others. To keep
silent upon God's prohibitions of preva-
lent sins, is a method of reformation out
of touch with the wants of ihe age, and
which Mr. Bok need not expect true
ministes to adopt. We are told, how-
ever, that the young man “wants an
affirmative religion: not a negative
creed.” This scems clever and even
specially cevangelieal : but it is just the
reverse. The truth is that the young
man needs both a negative and an aflir-
mative creed. God puts the matter in
the first Psalm  in this form. * Bless-
ed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly. nor standetl: in
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the
seat of the scornful.”—He walketh not,
standeth not, sitteth not. Then comes
the affitmative religion, “ But his delight
is in the law of the Lord ; and in His
law doth he meditate day and night.”
When the Apostle Paul saw the Philip-
pian jailor bent upon suicide. he gave
him first a prohibition—* Do thyself .no
harm,”—and then a positive creed, “Be-

Heve vu the Lord Jesus Clhirlst, and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house.” This
was the method of the apostle to unite
the negative and the attirmative. So he
wrote the Iphesians, “Let him that
stole, steal no more ; but rather let him
Inbor, working with his hands the thing
which is good, that he may have to give
to him that needeth.” ‘This was Christ's
method. He used the law as o school-
master to bring men to imself. Ile
said to the rich ruler who came to Him
with a great ‘ problem,” as }Mr. Bok
wonld say, asking, ‘“ What shall I do
that I may iaherit eternal life ? Thou
knowest the commandments, do not
comuniit adultery, do not Kkill, do not
steal, do not bear false witness, defraud
not, henor thy father and mother”
Then IIe added the positive precepts,
“ (o thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast,
and give to the poor and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven ; and come, {ake up
ihe cross, and follow Me. And he was
sad at that saying and went away griev-
ed, for he had great possessions.” His
problem was solved, but not in the way
he wished.  Ilence his vexation and
withdrawal from the Head of the
Church.

This case is suggestive of the experi-
ence of Mr. Bok. Ilc says, “I have
gone to church morning and evening,
hoping that some side-light might be
thrown upon my problem from the pul-
pit.  And have I received it? No, a
hundred times no! That which I had a
right to expeet from the teacher in the
pulpit was withlield.”

T.ct me ask, did you state your * prob-
lemm " to your pastor ? If not, you were
less respectful, frank and carnest than
the rich man Christ dealt with. Your
pastor is not vmmiscient. He is unlike
the newspaper man in this respeet. Had
vou clearly enunciated your great and
perplexing problem to bim, you would
then have had “a right to expeet,” not &
side-light. but a direct light wpon it I
do not say thiat you would be satisfied.
No. Christ did not always satisfy His -




questloners, and the servant cnnnot swr-
pass the Master.

But is it the chlef business of the pul-
pit to solve problems that are not cven
formulated 7 Iow does the preacher's
commission run? Is this it? Go ye into
all the world, and solve all the problems
that rise with chaotic vagueness in the
minds of young men ? No. The Savi-
our's command is “go preiach the Gospel
to every creature.” And aleading mem-
ber of the Apostolic Coilege took this to
mean, preach the Word, preach Chuist
and Ilim crucified. Accordingly, when
he and Silas entered a jailor’s house at
midnight, “they spake wunto him the
Word of the Lord, and to all that <verc
in his house.” Lo the Corinthians he
wrote, “71 deternrined not to kunow any-
thing amonyg you, save Jesus Christ, and
Him crucified.” And it is recorded in
the Acts that “swith great power gave
the Apostles witness of ihe resurrection
of the Lord Jesus,”—that mighty fact
which was most repugnant to unbeliev-
ing Jews, but which is fundamental to
the Gospel, and sect the seal of truth up-
on the whole carcer of the Redeemer—
“and great grace was upon them all;
and believers were the more added to
the Lord, multitudes both of men and
womeun.”

This is the sort of preaching still need-
ed. It @id not consist in solving prob-
lems proposed by prurient dreamers, or
discussing the metaphysical subtilties
of the schools, or the tricks of business
and methods of money-making. The
cffort. of the preachers was not io be
“in touch with the world at large.” bat
what was infinively better, to Le in tcuch
with the God of truth and the Divine
Saviour who said, “ All power is given
unto Me in heaven and in carth. Go ye
therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, tezching them to observe all
things whatsoever I commanded you;
and lo, T am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.”

The fact is, that their message was
wholly out of touch with the spirit of the
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times, and in direct contradiction to much
of the prevalent belief of the religious
world in Jerusalem, and the Pagan
world beyond, but it was accompanied
by the Spirit of God, naad, therefore,
cffectual. Instead of ylelding to * every
phase of a city’s pulsations,” and trying
to adjust themselves to their environ-
ment, these primitive preachers turned
the world upside down. Their sermons
were distasteful to multitudes—not what
the people wanted. Probably many
young men preferred to not listen to
them, and to bury themselves on the
Lord’s day in their fathers’ libraries,
after the manner of Mr. Bok’s friends.
“ Some mocked,” and others said of the
chief preacker of the day, ‘ his hodily
presence is weirk, and hig speech con-
temptible.” IIe is no athlete, and his
sermons are of no account! Iad Mr.
Bok lived in that generation he would
no doubt have said what he says now,
“The fact of the matter is, that go into
any of our large cities, and the minis-
ters who really interest young men, and
draw tiiem Sunday after Sunday to their
churches, can be counted on the fingers
of one hand.” Yes, and Paul would
have gone on with his work, ¢ in nothing
torrified.” delivering his God-given mess-
age in Jerusalem and round about unto
Illyricum, not taking special care to
change the matter or the length of his
sermons to suit his critics, sometimes
continuing ‘‘ hi. speech untii midnight,”
even if a drowsy Eutychus should fall
asleep. His anxiety would be not to
find out what young men or old men
would deem interesting and attractive,
hut how to be faithful to Him who seat
him. And his answer to those clamor-
ing for something “in touch with the
age,” would be, “I certify you, broth-
ren, that the Gospel which was preach-
ed of me is not after man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ.” And this is the attitude which
true successors to the Apostles should
still assume.

Fourth—Ministers are ignorant of the



S e

LA

P T SR L SR TS

224

great outside world, they are feeble-
minded, ‘“goody-goody,” imperfectly
educated. and withal, given to deliver-
ing sermons of forty instead of fiftecen
or twenty minutes. These things are
working ruin, emptying churches, and
driving away young men.

Well, if assertions were facts, the sit-
uation would certainly be serious. Were
Mr. Bok's ise dizit as true as the Gos-
pel, good people might well be alarmed.
Dut he is manifestly ignorant as to how
Presbyterian ministers, in Canada at
least, are trained. “We do not “educate
the goody-goody boys of our families to
be ministers.” Our students, as a class,
are young men of vigor who fight their
own battle in the world. They are not
nurtured like hot-house plants. They
are not cooped and sheltered from the
strongest currents of thought in the age.
They take their place in our universi-
ties along with those aspiring to be law-
yers, doctors, scientists and legislators,
and carry away a full share of academic
honors and medals before pursuing theo-
logiecal studies. Yes, and some of them
gain high distinctions in running, jump-
ing, cricketing, football, and all forms
of athletics. But as to being conversant
with all other avocations than their
own, there must be a limit, notwith-
standing the demand for their be-
ing men of the world and of broad
culture. I can recall the carcer of
a vigorous minister who was strong
in business, and eventually gave up
Gospel work altogethier; and the ca-
reer of another who studied commer-
cial pursuits and politics, and knew far
more about the culture of bees and the
breeding of cattle and swine than about
the prophecies of Ysaiah and the epistles
of Peter and Paul. He was a man of
ability and a fluent speaker, but sensible
congregations soon tired of his prelec-
tions, and he was finally reiegated to
well-merited obscurity and silence.

Young men arc doubtless kept from
church by the faults. of ministers. It
is possible, however, that there is ex-
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aggeration in this respect, the number
of absentees may be magnified, and it
is <ur* a2 that other potent causes for
their wusence are overlooked or ignored
in the article before me. The writer
takes no account of the natural aversion
to the things of God, which belongs to
the unrenewed heart, and the nernicious
influence exerfe@ by the Hlond of anti-
Christian literature of our day.

It is easy to picture young men read-
ing good books, but they make an-
other selection as well. I have seen men
and women absorbed in sensational
tales and sceptical essays in the crowded
streev cars of New York as well as in
the great thoroughfares of travel; but
bardly ever have I found in their hands
respectable, scientific, or ethical treat-
ises, to say nothing of the Bible.

Young men may be deterred from
church attendance by uncomfortable
pews, and poisonous atmosphere through
lack of ventilation. They may be driven
away by the coldness and lack of kindly
Christian sympathy of deacons, elders
and members, and by what they deem,
justly or unjustly, the inconsistency and
hypocrisy of prominent persons in the
church. How often do we hear of their
being three or four years in a church
without being spoker to by anyone.
They may see so little practical difier-
ence between the church and the world
as to lead them to conciude that it mat-
ters not to which they belong. Their
frequent attendance upon theatres and
operas and\sccula:r lectures, spiced with
sceptical hints and derisive allusions to
Christianity, and their :embership in
clubs and various societies where the
same atmosplrere is breathed, may im-
pair and even destroy their relish for
all religious exercises. They may feel
wounded and insulted by the plain in-
cisive truths sent home to their con-
sciences from the pulpit. They may be
under the povver of the god of this world
—an agent unrecognized in Mr. Bok’s
essay. YWhen Christ preached, they said
“ He is beside Himself, He hath Beelze-
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bub, and by the prince of the devils
casteth He out devils.” And when He
proclaimed in their ecars some of the
deepest truths of the kingdom, “ Many
of His disciples went back, and walked
no more with Him. Then said Jesus
unto the twelve, will ye also go away 2"
The vatlt in this case was not with the
preacner, but all the same many went
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back, and even the twelve were in dan-
&er of apostasy. :

Let preachers bear their legitimate

share of responsibility, but fair-minded
and enlightened persons will have due
regard to all the fovces concerned in
bringing about the state of things we
have so far considered.
D. H. MACVICAR.
Presbyterian Cellege.

Learn,
understood,

generous prince,

what's little

The god-like happiness of doing good.
How glorious to defend or to bestow !
TFrom nobler springs, can human plea-

sures flow ?

A solid good, which nothing can de-

stroy,

The best prerogative the great enjoy.
For this, remember, monarchs first were

made,

For this, young prince, be loved and be

obeyed,

At once yourself and migl;ty nations

bless,

And make humanity yom; happiness.
~—Chiron to Achilles.
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SONNETS.
TO A SONG-THRUSH IN NOVEMBER.

Decline of Day.

Lone singer midst the ruins of the year,
In whose sweet notes from yonder low-brow’d hill
The echees of the dead spring linger still
In melting cadences, so melloiw-clear
That I could fancy she herself were here,
And not sad-clodked November, grey and chill,—
I love thy voice, and fain would keep thee still,
Blithe warbler, for thy gentle song, anear!

Yet go, sweet bird ! The year hatbh lost her youth;
Green-kirtled May and sunny days are fled.
Why lingcrest thou so late amid “he dead

In this North land ? Haste to the balmy South,

And long, warm days! This is nor time nor place

I'or thy blithe song, lone wanderer from thy race!

Dusl..

Sweet wandering voice, startling t.use silent ways
With sudden song, tl}en lost within the round
Of empty space and this wide barren groand,—

Like some weird-strung Eolian harp that plays

Unbidden strains, when a light zephyr lays
Her hand upon the strings, and o’er the sound
Lingers with fond regret, as she had fcand

An echo of lost song from other days—

Thou wak’st the chords of half-forgotten ruth ;
And voices that ring strangely in my ears
Float back to me frem out the vanished years,

The tender, s2d, lost, shining days of youth.

I would be ealm with these dun days,—and yet

Thou wilt not let me, when I might, forget.

Midnight.

O Singer, hush ! My heart is out of tune,
Thou pipest of the days which once have been
And now can be no more. The springing green
Of sun-ward fields; the laughing skies of June;
The dewy morn ; the long bright afternoon ;
The veice of birds and waters,—These are rife
In all thy song and have been in my life,
But now can be no more, or late or soon.
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Therefore, O Singer, hush ! And yet again
I tell thee, hush ! For daggers flash between
The clenr notes of thy song ; and keen, ah, keen
Thy volee cleaves to my soul in sudden pain,
Which will not pass until these echoes cease
On the far verge of days iwhich harbor peace.

Daen.

What seeret spring of joy, O flute-voiced seer,—
IWhat hint of coming gladness, dost thou find
In midst of this great silence of thy kind,

When all the carth mourns with the dying year,
That thou should’st pour thy deathless singing clear
And full and strong, while we of godlier mind

Stand dumb in presence of our grief, and blind
With tears grope on, all sad and half in fear ?

‘The spring is ever with thee, blessed bird !
"Across tliese sombre fields, this speetral clime,
Alhro’ the brooding silence of the time

Thy heart hath caught its music and been stivred

Tinto such faith and hope, that piercing thro’,

Thy joyous song rings full and brave and true.

Morning Prime.

Sing on, brave voice, beneath these darkencd skies!
WWhile I, beside, do bow my head and learn
IFrom thee some seeret of thy power to turn
Their shadow into song ; and, learning, rise
Above the waste of chill, wide mist that lies
On these low lands, to those pure upper fields
Of light and calm air, where this sad dusk yields
To cloudless day and joy that never dies.

O Dblessed, blessed bird, untouched of death,
Cr gloom, or grief, or aught that can distress,
Serene in thy unfearing joyfulness
And calm and wise in thy thrice-blessed faith,—
Sing on, until my heart grows light with thee
In the rich promise of the spring to be!

. * 1. MACDOUGALL.

Cambridge.

— PRRR—-

Fortune to industry is always kind.—Selected.
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“THE PHILCSOPHY OF PROTESTANTISM”

A REPLY.

In the Christinas number of * The
Owl],” there appeared a short article en-
Litled, “The Ihilosophy of Protestan-
tism.” “The OwlL” as our readers may
know, is 2 monthly magazine published
by the students of the University of
Ottawa, an educational institution of the
Roman Catholic Church. 3 the article
in question is ong which has to all ap-
pearanees cost the writer considerable
thought, and at {he same time, is not
marred by a1 spirit of extreme bias as
the majority of such concrovessial ar-
ticles are, we have deemed it worthy of
a reply.

The article is writien in a clear and
concise mamner, which renders ifs ex-
amination a matter of case. The writer
begins with a quetation, which. how-
ever, he does not acknowledge. 1We give
it as it i ~There arc crises in the
world's history when the minds of men
scem bt to await the falling of a spark
1o break cut into a fearfal explosion.”
Following this, we have a statement of
the purport of the article. We quote the
wriler's own words.  “ That such a1 crisis
was reached at the time of the religious
movement of the sixteenih century, and
Wat the revolution which followed and
spread so  Tapidly, was the effect of
wicious principles, itself a sedition and
not a lIegitimate 1 “orm capable of cor-
reeling existing abuses in the Chwreh,
it is the attempt of this Urief summary
to sliow.” According {o the writ r's own
words, then, his object is tlhirecfold -—
Tirst, to prove that the Reformation of
the sixteentli contury was 2 crisis in the
world's history : secondly, to show that
this reformation, or revolution, dis he
ternis it, was the cffect of vicious prin-
<iples ; and, thirdly, that it was itseif a
sedition and was thus incapable of cor-

recting coxisting abuses in the Church.
In reviewing the article we shall, accord-
ingly, bear these iliree points in mind.

That the Reformation of the sixteentn
century was a crisis in the history of the
world, is a fact conceded by every stu-
dent of history. ‘That it was a crisis of
the nature indicated in the above guota-
tion, we also admit. Like every other
mighty change which has been wrought
upon the established and world-wide
convictions of men, the Reformation was
gradually brought about. The minds
and hearts of men were little by little
prepared for the event. They were filied
with such a sense of dissatisfaction at
the cxistent order of things, that they
needed only “a spark™ to sct them on
fire with firm resolve and intense action.

But while admitting this, we would,
at the same time, cexpress a caution
which it is very important fo obscrve
just here.  In seeking to trace the causes
of such an extensive movement as the
one in question, we must Le extromely
careful in what liglit we place -those
minor cvents which immecidiately pre-
zeded the final outbreak. Such gigan-
tic movements take decades, and some-
times even centuries to gain force and
fizure, one cause being added to an-
other, each producing its own effect, un-
til the chain of causes is complete, whan
cine tremendous cffect follows as a natu-
ral conscquent.

Now, we will abvicusly fall info a very
serious fallacy in our reasoning, if we
attribute to one of these minor events
all the potency of an efiicient cause. At |
the very most it can be regarded only as
L link in 2 chain of causes. though, in
the great majority of instances, such
cvents cannot be looked wpon as causes
at all,.but only.as the occasions of the
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effects in question. \With this -explana-
tion and caution then, we accept as fact
that the religious movement of the six*
teenth century was a crisis in the his-
tory of tue world of the nature alleged.
We pass on, therefore, to the second and
most importan. point of the article.

This sccond point is an attempt to
prove that the Reformation, with its
aceompanying revolution of thonght and
feeling, was * the effect of vicious prin-
ciples.” Let us. examine then, the ar-
guments which the writer advances in
pruof of this assertion.

To this end he gives, in a few brief
sentences, the gist of four accounts of
that movement. Of these the first is the
.¢ 2e enteriained by Protestants, the three
remaining ones being Roman Catholic
views. “ By Protestants,” he says, “ the
so-called reformation is considered the
birthday of liberty of thought and con-
science, the bursting of the bonds of
superstition, and thraldom of the mind
for untrammeled liberty of thought and
independence of private judgment.” Of
the Roman Catholic accounts, the first
gives as the cause of 1the movement, “ the
-disappoiniment of Luther ia the mat-
ter of indulgences, il his spiteful re-
bellion in conscequence, :l;},’gl::l\'ai‘.’(] ny
the refusal of the Pope to Tecognize
Henry VIIL's divoree, ' the second traens
it to “n general repuguince to spiritaal

authority, and a spirit of mdependence,

of at least two centurices zrowtl,” while
the third and last acconnt. theugh -
mitting the efficiency of the causes men-
tioned in the two prezeding views, adds,
as 2 ‘more poient cause, * the odiousness
to German nations of submission to 2
forcizm authority so Romanic as the
Church then was™

Bedring in mind the point at issua
let us follow the writer then, in his criti-
cism of each of these accounts. His
object is to prove that the “sogalled™
Reformation was *“ the cffeet of vidious
principles,” and. as the Protestant affic-
mation is virtuaily the direct denial of
-such . charge, his first duty is to dis-

prove ‘this account, and this he proceeds
at once to do, and that in very short
order. “The Protestant view we dis-
prove,” he says, “on the grounds that
it was not the rise of liberty but license,
2 freedom resulting in slavery more
avject by far than submission to the re-
straint of lawful authority, without
which society could not exist.”

That the Protestant view is here very
easily disproved, or rather dismissed.
every one will allow. That the Reforma-
ticn was the birthday of liberty of
thought and conscience is disproved by
the simple assertion that it gave rise not
to liberty but to license. 1We cdnnot un-
derstand how any writer laying claim
to logical methods of thought, could
have allowed himself to put such a

_ statement on paper. In what sense the

Reformation gave rise to license we do
not kuow, and we have nothing from
the writer to enlighten us. If we may
Le allowed to conjecture as to his mean-
ing, it would be this, the religious morve-
ment of the sixteenth century gave rise
to license in that it was a successful
struggle against an established authori-
{fy. But that the partial overthvow of
an established authority can ever of it-
self be called the enthronement of li-
cense we deny. Did the effective strug-
gle of the English people against an ab-
Solute monarchy result in tie establish-
ment of license ? No. The very oppe-
site. License does not then necessarily
follow from a refusal {o obey an cstab-
lished authority, no matter whether it
Ve in Church or State, unless it be first
proved that such an authority is a legi-
timato and necessary onec.

Coafining ourselves, however, to the
exact statements of the-writer, we have
not a single word either of explanation
or proof of *the grounds™ on which he
so summaearily dismisses the Protestant
view of the Reformation. Thus, with
the exercise of a little dogmalism, the
authior has “annihilated the heart-felt
convictions of thousands of Protestants !
Thus it is that.the conclusions so labori-

e Ats A ammahn o



S

i o

.

230 PHE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

ously wrought out by such a brilliaut
writer as D’Aubigne have been proved
fallacious ! Whatever mzay be affivmed
in regard to “the Philosophy of Pro-
testantism ** here, at all events, we feat
we have a charucteristic specimen of
the Logic of Romanism.

We shall say nothing more on this
point. We wish, however, that we had
space and time to set forih our vindica-
tion of then Protestant idea of the Refor-
mation.  Our present duty is to confine
our atteation to the arguments hefore
us, and so we pass on with the author
to consider the three remaining siccounts
of the movement in question.

The first of these need not detain us
very long. That such events as Luther's
disappointment or Henr)'s divorce can
in any sense be termed causes of the
vast movement which was spreading
throughout Icurops: contemporancously
with them, only the narrowest and most
superficial of thinkers would assert.
These cevents were only the occasions
of that movement, and were not its
causes. What, we would ask, had Lu-
ther's indulgencies to do with the Refor-
mation in Engiandd. or in Frauce. or in
Switzerland, and what had Henry's di-
voree tu do with that movement in Ger-
many ? To the credit of the woriter it
must be said he does not assert, as so0
many have done. iftat these trivial and
circuiiscribed  avents were the sole
causes of such a2 warld-wide iutlnence.
is position is that they are to e nuiw-
bered ameny the causes of thar event.

Even this, however. we cannot allow.
The causes of a movement which spread
througch so many different countries and
among so mwany nationalities, bave to
be soughbt aunong those influcnces which
were common to them all. The events
in question were oniy the occasions of
those particular phases of thie movement
devcloped in the countries in which they
occurred.

The sccond of the Roman (Catholic

views of the subject, traces the Refor- -

mation, s we have already said, “to a
general repugnance to spiritual authority
aud a spirit of independence of at least
two centuries growth.” In considering
tkis account, the point at issue should
be carefully borne in mind. It is that
the Reformation was based on vicious
principles. Now, grauting for a moment
that the above account is 2 correct one,
does that fact, we ask, prove that the
religious movement of the sixteenth cen-
tury was based on vicious principles 2
Certainly not. For as we have already
pointed out, necither repugnance to -
thority. no matter whether it be of a
spiritual or it temporal character, nor 2
spirit of independence can ever be justly
termed b viclous principle, unless it be
first proved that the authority in guess
tion is a legitimate and righttul one, and
the independence sought. an injurious
or dangerous one. The writer, here and
clsewhere throughout his article. admits
that there wias an universal fecling o
repugnance to spiritual authority, ov--
as he ought more explicitly to have said
—to that particular sort of spiritual au-
thority then in vogue. :ind this he terms
the cause of the Reformation. Now, we
maintain that this feeling or spirit allud-
cd to, was not the cause of that move-
ment. but that very movement itself.
TWe maintain that it is this very feeling,
this very sentiment. that has to be ac-
counted for, since it constitutes one,
thiough certainly not all of the principat
features of the Reformation. The world
had no repugmance to spiritual authorily
simply as such, but only to that supre-
macy which the Papacy approprisites to
its selfish ends, under the pretext of Di-
vine authority. This sccond dccount
then. of itself. gives us no insight into
thie Teal causes of the Reformation, aad.
as we have shown already, even if it
did, it does not, of itself. prove that that
movement was fouinded on vicious nrin-
ciples. The writer evidently saw this
himself. for after desceribing in a fow
brief sentences the state of ** the spiri-
tual commonwealth of nations™ in Fu-
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rope before the Iteformation, he pro-
ceeds to narrate the causes which pro-
dueed this spirit of independence and
“general repugnanc. to spirituanl au-
thority,” thereby endeavoring to give us
an idea of what he means by ¢ vicious
principles.”” “In the first place,” he
says, “the times were immoral ; licen-
tiousness was becoming rife, and the na-
tural repugnance te authority in
prince already powerful, svould urge
him to reject the only authority which
stood hetween him and the gratification
of lhis passions.™ Let us consider this
siatement in detail.

First, the times were immoral, licen-
tiousuess was becoming rife.  What have
we ot here?  Nothing less than an
honest confession on the part of the
writer himself. The times were certain-
Iy immoral, licentiousness was certainly
becomin rife. But why was this 2 It
wis because the Church, to swhich utd
been connnitted the mission of spread-
ing abroad the salutary cffects of ihe
Gospel of Christ, and thereby doing
sway with the immorality and licen-
tiousness of heathenisim, had provea her-
self unfaithfinl and utterly incompetent
for the task. Instead of clevating the
masses and making them more moral,
she herseif had beecome sadly tainted
with their spirit.  Instead of keeping
herself “ unspotted from the world,” she
had allowed herself to become contami-
nated by its avarice, its love of power,
of wealth and pleasure. Morality had
decayed simply because religion had de-
cayed. *“The people of- Christendom,”
says D'Aubigne, “no longer expecting
the gratuitous gift of cternal life from
the true and living God. it wis necessary
in order to obtain it. to have recourse to
all the methods which a1 superstitions,
dmid and frighiened conscicnce could
invent. Heaven is full of saints and me-
diators wha cz2n solicit the favor. Earth
is full of pious works. sacrifices. observ-
ances and cerenonies, which can merit
it” The Kingdom of Heaven had dis-
appeared, and men to supply its place

opened n disgracefui traflic in the sale
of relics and indulgences.

If such was the srate of religlon before
the Reformation, what then must have
been the state of morality, public and
private ¥ As D'Aubigne says, “The
glad tidings of eternal life is the power
of God for the regeneration of man. But
fake away the salvation which God
sives, and you iake away purity of
heart and life. . . . What disorders
and crimes mwust have prevailed when
impunity could :e purchased for money?
What ground could there be for fear
when a trifling contribution to build 2
church procured exemption from pun-
ishment in the world to come! . . .
Beth priests and people yielded to these
corrupting influences. The dignitarices
of the Church preferred the turmoil of
camps, to chanting at the altar, and to
take lance in hand to reduce those
around them to obedience, was one of
the first qualilies of a bishop.” Yes, the
times were certainly immoral. licentious-
ness Vs certainly rif<.  Witness the 3~
bauchiery and crimes of Borgia, Pope
Alexander VI, or of his sonn Caesar Bor-
mia, Archbtishop of Valeatia. * Caesar
Borgia was the hero of crime. . . .
The dissolute fetes which were given in
the pontificnl palace, by the Pope, his
son Caesar, and his daughter Lucretia,
caunet bie described or even thought of
vithout horror.” 3Borgia was the man
who occupicd the pontificial sce at the
beginning of the eentury in which thoe
Reformation commenced. No 3vonder
that both princes and people were tired
of such a supremacy. No wonder that
there was 1 feeling of general repus-
mwce to such “ spitituad ” authorities as
these. The writer. whose article we are
criticising. did not err when he ascribed
the “gencral desire for indcpendence.”
to the immortality of the age. if by that
hie meant a desire to be free from the
tertible cortuption which infested both
relizion und morality. Nay ! and what
is more, in his confession that the times
were immoral, he would have, if he pro-
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ceeded another step, traced {le religious
movement of the sixteenth century to
its true cause! How then, in the name
of justice, can the desire for independ-
ence of such a kind, and liberty from
such a servitude, and repugnuncee at
such authorities be termed vicious prin-
ciples ?

The writer, it is true, mentions one or
two other facts in support of his posi-
tion. But thkat King Henry should have
been affected Ly the immorality of lis
age, can scarcely be surprising. aud that
submission to bishops and legates shounld
have seemed like submission to foreign
temporal powers is natural, since they
abundantly proved themselves to be
capable of doing all that such powers
can do towards the aggrandisement of
wealth and the extension of authority.
We proceed, therefore, to examine the
third and last account ndvanced to ex-
plain the religious movement thatspread
throughout Burope in the sixtecnth cen-
tury.

That account, as our readers will re
member, was based on the assertion that
the Reformation was due 1o ““ an odivus-
ress to German nations of submission
to a forcign authority so Romanic as
the Church then was. . - - Antagon-
ism between Rome and Germany,” the
writer says in another place. *is older
than Christanity itself.” But hefore we
attempt a ~riticism of 1his thicory. which
it must be understood the writer of the
article endorses, we would like to place
slongsifle of it one or two statements
which he makes, though in different con-
nections. In speaking of the countempt
for aunthorify, which we have already
consideced, hie says, ¢ Dlorcover , ihe
spread of pagan ideas gave birth to 2
desire of returning to the Roman form
of government of pagan days.” Agmin,
in still another connuction. he says * To
{hie revival of paguan literature. which
took place at this time, can be traced 2
great deal of the change of attitude.
After the diffusion of Greek and Roman
literature, Europe abandoned itself to 2

hase adulation of everything Greek and
Xoman.” These he gives as some of the
intluences at work producing Protest:an-
tism. Now, it certainly does not raqgquire
1 very keen eritieism (o discover that
there must be sonicthing wrong here.
The German nations had sueh a great
dislike fcr o species of aunthority barely
RRomanie, that a mighiy revolution of
thought and feeling was produced as a
counseguence, and yet at the same time,
they had 2 desire to return to the Rowman
form of government of pagan days, and,
thrrough the diffusion of classical litera-
ture, abandoned Wiemselves to o base
adulation of cverything Roman! If tlhie
theory in question owed its originality
to the writer of the article, these two
statements throw suflicient disceredit up-
on if, that any further consideration of
the theory would be unneccessary. Buf,
as hie distinelly tells us it is not his own,
out of justice to its originator, we must
give it 21 more lengthened consideratior.
Before doiny so, however, let us consider
whether this theory, if aceepted, proves
the point at issuc.

Granted that there existed such au
antagonism betewen Germanic nations
and Reme; does it follow that the move
ment which it is alleged to have caused
was based on vicious principles ? An-
tagonism between Germany and Rowe
is given as the cause of the Reformation,
and this antagenism is termed a vicious
pinciple. Such a2 conclusion necessarily
involves the assumption that the Ger-
man nations, in {hwir struggle wth Rome
and against Roman aggression, were
violating some code of morals, some
standard of right and justice. But, on
the contrary. every student of history is
fullr aware of the fact that Rome in
seeking to subdue these nations, was the
anjust party, that Rome in extending
her awthority over them by blood and
tranny, was thie one that was acting
in accordance with vicious principles.

We advance now to a consideration
of the theory itself. It will at once be
seen that .this account of. the origin.ot
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the Reformntion is the only one, so far
proposed, that bids in any measure to
trace the movement to a cause adequate
to produce it. ‘That an antagonism be-
tweer Germany and Rome did exist, to
a certain extent, at the time of ihe Re-
formation, we do not deny. And, while
admitting that such a theory may afford
a toierable explanation of some of the
more important political incidents of the
movement, we, at the same time, stout-
ly aflirm that it fails to account for
the radical change in religious thought
and feeling, doctrine and discipline
which was simultancously Dbrought
about. ‘' Political agencies were rather
an cflicient auxiliary than a dircet and
principal eause.” (Fisher) The Refor-
mation wvas, above all things, a religous
revolution, and this feature must always
be keld to be its characteristic and its
essential one.  I'or, whatever may have
been its accompanying or antecedesit
political “antagonisms,” the Reforma-
tion was yet an eveut within the domain
of religion, and not of politics, and from
this point of view it ought to be coln-
sidered in any attempt to ascertain its
causes. “Tie Reformation viewed in
its most genceral character. was the Te-
action of Clhristinnify as Gospel against
Christianity gs law.” (Ulman.)

But why philosophize on such a ques-
tion ? Bring the theory to the bar of
common sense, and see whether it will
explain the facts of the case. Can it for
a single momcent be maintained that the
carnestuness and zeal of such a man as
Jather was due to no other cause than
to an inborn “ odiousne:
authority ? Can it be maintained that
the intrepid boldness and dauntless cour-
age, which he manifested before the Diet
of Worms, were nothing more than the
effects of the German blood which wis
coursing too freely in his veins 2 Did
such men as Zwiagli and Meclaacthon,
Knox and Calvin, spend their lives of
toil and suffering, enduring so much op-
pesition and encountering so many dan-
gers, simply that they might have it ve-

" of Roman,
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corded of them that tlicy had taken
part in that ancient confest between
north and south, between Teutonic and
Roman ? We cannot think so. The
writings of these men and their contem-
perancous opponents coniradict it. Such
a theory as the one we are considering
is altogether inadequate to explain the
religious aspect of the wmovement in
question.

We have thus, in as few words as we
were able, examined the three itoman
Citholic accounts of the Reformation,
and with what resulls the reader him-
self can judge. One thing howesver is
certain, namely, the charge that the re-
ligious movement of the sixteenth cen-
tury was based on vicious principles, has
not been proved.

It will Le remembered, however, that
there is still another point to be con-
sidered. The writer of the article hadg,
for his third objeck, to show that the
movement we are considering was not
* a legitimato reform capable of correct
ing existing abuses in  the Church.”
How then does he maintain this posi-
tion ? XIlc¢ draws it as a conclusion {from
those arguments which we have already
considered. The movement was based
on vicious principles, therefore it was in-
camble of reforming the Church. But
as his premises have already been
proved false, his conclusion is necessarily
false also. There are, however, 3 few
additional arguments given by him in
support of it. Let us notice them:

After giving us a brief account of three
incidents which occeurred before the Re-
formition, namely the imprisonment of
Ahe Pope, at Anagni, the “heresy ” of
Wyeliffe in Bugland (which, by the way,
e dubs ‘“ pure Preshyterianism,”) and
the great Western Schism,; all of which
he terms stepping-stones to the Refor-
mation. he goes on to way, “ This ‘so-
called ’ reformation w=as not, as has been
shown, a reformation, but 2 rebeliion
against the bighest authority on earth,
wenerated by vicious principles, and re-
sulting in a concession to human pas-
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ston. That it was o return to the' prim-
itiva Church, and that the Catholic
Church had departed from the path of
the True Chureh, is illogical, since it
supposes the impossible cas2 of a tiine
when the True Church did not exist on
earth.” Now, this supposed illogicalness
arises altogether frem a mistaken idea,
—from the idea that we maintain that
thie Romish Church had rholly departed
from the doctrines and discipline of the
primitive church. There were doubtless
within its pale some who, amid all the
corrupling influcences with which they
were surrounded, were nevertheless wor-
shipping and serving God “in spirit and
in truth.” There were ~mid the multi-
tude of idolators “the seven thousand
who had not bowed the knee to Baal.”
In addition to this, if we seavch the re-
cords of history, we find communities
varying in size, which held the truth of
the Gospel in greater purity than the
Churcl of Rome, as for instance the
Culdees in the British Isles, and the Al-
pigenses in Southern France. These
where the ones who formed the True
Charch of Christ in those troubleus
fimes.

But, while admitting that the Church
“ ipso jfacto * was in no need of reform,
the writer of the article acknowledges
that its individual members were in such
need. *The Church,” he says.—meaning
its individual members—* was badly in
need of reform, and nothing short of a

great suffering could purge it. Purga-
tion came in the form of Protestantism.”

According to the writer’s own words
then, the religious movement of the six-
tecuth century was not the reformation
of the Church, but the purgation of it,
and Protestantism was the purgative,
thereby also proving itself the Church’s
preservative. Is it not plain then that
the Church of Rome owes a lasting debt
of gratitude to I'rotestantism for her
preservation ? How has she been seelk-
ing to pay that debt ? What has she
done for those who for ler preservation
were cast out of the pale of the “one
true church ?” Nothing, absolutely no-
thing ! While we Protestants labor and
toil for thic culighienment of those whom
we Detieve to be in darkness and error,
Roman Catiwlies are content with the
cxultation that their “glory is not
dimmed ” by the cession of so vast a
number from that Chureh within whose
pale alone we fear they believe salvation
from sin can be obtained. This we have
always cousidered to be perhaps as se-
vere a charge as can be brought against
any Church. Itis certainly not the spirit
of Him “who came to scek and to save
that which was lost,” who gave Himself
up to death that He might redcem a lost
and ruined world. This is certainly not
the spirit of Christ and “ He that hath
not the spirit of Clirist is none of His.”

W. T. B. CROMBIE.
Presbyterian College.

Kindness has converted more sinners
then either zeal cloquence or learning.

. W. Faber.
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THE IDYLLS OF THE KING.

The larger part of the early literature
of most peoples is grouped around a na-
tional hero, real or traditional. Of all
the half-deified characters who inave
thus made history or mythology and
literature, none are more famous nor
have had a more far-reaching influence
than Artiur, the great Pendragon of
the British tribes, who first

“Prew in the petty princedoms under
under him, )
Fought, and in twelve great battles
overcame
The heathen hordes. and made 2
realm apd reigned.”

It is from the purpose of this essay
to trace in detudl the growth of the Arthur
story proper, and of the numerous le-
gends which ultimaiely Deeame incer-
porated with it. Suflice it to say that
before the close of thie thirteenth cen-
tury—owing chiefly fo the fruitful la-
bors of Geoflrey of Monmouth and the
metrical romancers—thie namme of Ar-
thur had come to be synonymous with
Ringly wisdom. chivalric power, justice,
and honovr, and his virtues were sung
not only on the banks of tlie Thames
and by the shores of Brittany, but also
among the vine-clad hills of Southern
France, the forests of Germany, and
the valleys of Spain. But as kuight-
crrantry  declined, and more modern
meihods of righting wrongs than the
spear of joust and tourney came into
vogue, the exploits of King Arthur and
his Kniglits of the Round Table lost
their power of fascination.

The interest in them was revived,
however, towards the end of the fif-
teenth century, when there was issued
from the printing house of William
Caxton, a famous collection of Arthur-
fan legends by Sir Thomas Mallory.

These were, in all probability, compiled
from the later French prose romances.
Several editions of the work have since
been published, the last in 1866. Mal-
lory’s was the last attempt to reduce to
some scttled order the confused mass
of tale and myth held together by the
name of Arthur—a mass, the clements
of which had muitiplied with the years
and grown with the generations. ‘The
author succeeded marvellously in his
task, and his book is well worth the
reading, if for nothing eclse than its
literary merit. ¥From this work of Mal-
lory’s, and a translation of the Mabi-
nogion—a collection of Welsh stories—
by Lady Charlotte Guest, published in
1849, Tennyson drew the iaierial for
his Idylls.

But the cough-icwn and ill-cemented
stones of Mallory’s mediaeval structure
were far from what was wanted for
Tennyson's artistic palace. They had
to be finely chiselled, polished, re-shaped
and carefully fitted, each in its proper
place, by the hand of a master work-
man in accordance with his own design.
In two important particulars at least,
has a radical change been made. In
Geoffrey of Monmouth’s “ History of
the Britons.,” and in many of the Welsh
stories of Lis time, Arthur was repre-
sexted with a very decided blot on his
escutcheon. There Gawayne and Mo-
dred—the iatter of whom was the most
active cause of his kingdom’s over-
throw—are declared to be the sons of
the hero, and his sister Apna, the wife
of Loth. But, as the Spiritual clement
in Arthur's character grew, his human
weaknesses became o'ershadowed, and
began to sink from view, so in Mal-
lory’s version, the sin of incest is con-
siderably minimized by making Loth's
wife the half-sister of the XKing, and
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himself utterly unconscious of any re-
lationship between them. ‘I’he down-
fall of his kingdom is, then, to be in
large measure ascribed to his own un-
fortunate and revolting sin. Nemesis
pursues him with undeviating step,
using as her chief agent in defeating
his plans and working his ruin, the liv-
ing outcome of his own unhallowed
love. What a sermon is here! One is
almost tempted to wish that the ex-
laureate had seen fit to work out a
powerful tragedy o' the lines of the old
story, showing the impossibility of es-
caping the consequences of a sinful
act ; but when we reflect that his dra-
matic power was somewhat limited,
and that he was better fitted, both by
nature and habit of mind, for idyllic
compositions, regret gives way to satis
faction. Tennyson, in his treatmnt of
the subject, hay removed the last taint
from the character of his hero—as for-
sooth he must nee?; have done in order
to the fulfilment of his large concep-
tion—~and he stands forth in the idylls
as the fiower of humanity, a perfec:
map. Vitness what Arthur bhimself
says in that noble, dramatie, but almost
Pharisaical address to his guilty queen
as she grovelled at his feet in the con-
vent of Almesbury :

“Tor I was ever virgin save for thee.”

And witness also Guinevere's own esti-
mate of her deceived master as she
bLitterly repented of the disaster she
had wrought :

“ Ah, great and noble lord,
Who wast as is the conscience of a

saint,

Among his warring senses, to thy
knights— -~
E * E 3 £ 3 * *

I thought I could not breathe in that
fine air, :

. That pure severity of perfect light.” ,

Finally we have a direct declaration
on the subject from Arthur bimself :

) \
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* They sum:mon me, their King, to lead

mine hosts,
Far down to that great battle in the

West.

Where I must strike against the man
they call

My sistér's son—no kin of mine.” .

Critics have censured Tennyson for
rejecting the adulterous feature of Ar-
thur’'s character and for making so
much of the spiritual side of it, thus
‘picturihg-a man lacking in virility and
altogether too unapproachable. Buthe
had no choice when once he had de-
cided on his purpose in writing. Ar
thur was to re¢present the higher, un-
dying part of man—the part susceptible
of imipression irom above—in conflict
with the passions of the flesh. This
he could not do and 'retain the moral
defect associated with his name in Mal-
lory’'s story. As well might we expect
o fountain to send forth water both
bitter and sweet, as the soul—which is
God in man—to prompt impure deeds
as well as Dure. ‘

The legexd of Merlin has also under-
gone a striking transformation in the
hands of the poet.

According to Mallory's account, Mer-
lin, the Mage of the Court, “fell in a
dotige on a damsel. hight Nimue, and
would let her have no rest, but always
he would be with her.” His affection
was not returned, and Nimue seized
the first opportunity presented to rid
herself of an’ all too amorous suitor. I
give the denouement in the historian's
own words, which, to say the least, are
somewhat vague :—and so on a time it
happed that Merlin shewed to her in 2

. rock. whereas was a great wonder, and

wrought by enchantment, that went
under a great stone. So hy her subtle
working she made Aerlin to go under
that stone, to let her into of the marvels
there, but she wrought so there for him
that he came never out for all the craft
that he could do. And so she departed
and left Merlin.” Tennyson, in his ver-




THE IDYLLS OF THE KING. 237

sion of the story, has made Merlin the
pursued, not the pursuer, and instead
‘of the slightly exceptional Nimue we
have a powerful female creation in the
determined, unscrupulous Vivien. The
one is 1 woman pestered with the con-
stant attentions of a lover sincere,
though uncared for, who used the love
he bore her as a means to secure her
freecdom ; the other a clever, plotting,
importunate mischief-maker who, un-
der the pretence of love, and by means
of the most subtle arts known to wo-
man, out of purce malevolence, com-
passed the ruin of a man who despised
Ler iz his heart

Tennyson was attracted by the Ar-
thurian legend as carly as 1832, for in
that year “The Lady of Shalott” was
published, that mystical foreshadowing
of the story of “ Elaine.” Between then
and the publication of the “Idylls™ in
their present form, there were issued
at comparatively regular intervals, a
number of lyrics and idylls bearing on
the same subjeet. “St. Agnes” ap-
peared in 21837, “ Sir Galahad,” * Sir
Lancelot” and “ Queen Guinevere,” and
“Aorte @Arthur,” in 1842, The first
volume of idylls was published in 1859.
It contained four: “ Xnid,” * Vivien,”
“ Blaine,” and *“ Guinevere.” In 1870
four move were given to the world, fol-
lowed two years later by * Gareth
and ILynette,” and the “ Last Towrna-
ment.” Except for a comparatively un-
important one, “Balin and Balan,”
which was printed in a volume of
poems issted in-18S5, these completed
the series. From the history of their
production and an introduction to the
“Morte Arthur,” we may not unrea-
sonably conclude—in the abscnce of
anything authentic to the contrary—
that the poet had carly formed the de-
sign of comaposing an Arthurian epic,
and that this design had been abandon-
eded about the year 1S42. TFor, in the
introduction referred to, we are in-
formed that the writer had some time
‘before composed an c¢pic on King Ar-

18

thur, consisting of twelve books, which
he, considering itfo be “nothing worth,”
had committed to the flames. Of these
the “Morte d’Arthur” was the eleventh.
It was snatched from the hearth and
preserved by a friend who had a higher
opinion of the author’s ability than he
had himself. I hardly think that the
poet intended us to take these state-
ments without the conventional yranwm
stlis,

It is not improbable that an epic had
been begun, and enough progress made
te enable the writer to decide on the
merits of the theme for such a composi-
tion, that he became disheartened in
the attempt to present universal truth
through the medium of a “new-old”
story, and so abandoned the venture as
impracticable. Color is added to this
1)rob:mbility~ by the fact of the poet's
silenco on” the subject for the next
seventeen years. But whatever resolu-
tions he formed went down by degrees
before the attraction of a first love,
aided, perhaps, by 2 natural ambition
to excel his predecessors in the field of
great productions, as he had alveady
done on other grounds. Lo, this attrae-
tion and desire there was alse added
the strength of a new and more pro-
mising method of treatment. Thence-
forward it became his aim and concern
to claborate and re-adjust what he had
previously written and thought on the
subject, in harmony with his new con-
ception.

The title of his work is bhardly appro-
priate. An idyll is defined to be strictly
“a short pastoral poem,” but in a gene-
ral sense. “any uarrative poem written
in an clevated and highly-finished style.”
Each poem of the series considered by
itself is rightly designated an idyll, but
when we consider that its chief value
lies in the relation it bears to its asso-
ciated idylls, and to the chain binding
the whole into one of the noblest epics
in the English tongue, it must be con-
fessed that there is much force in the
adverse criticisms offered under this
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head. IHad the poet known te what
proportions his work would grow, it is
altogether probable that a title which
suited Dbetter its earlier stages would
have been exchanged for one meore in
keeping with its demands as a finished
creation. But it matters little by what
names we call our children—whether
of the flesh or of .the mind. The chay-
acter of the offspring is everything. To
this let me¢ now turn my attention. In
the volume containing the second set of
1dylls, published in 1870, the reader
wis direeted in 2 note to read ‘the new
set in connection with the old, and in
a certain, preseribed order. But no
reason was given for this direction, nor
any clue to the allegory or purpose
which was supposed to run through
them, such as, for instance, appears in
a preface to the “Taeric Queen.”
Shortly after the publieation of this
work, however, an article appeared on
the subject from the pen of the late
Dean Alford, which was presumably
inspired by the poet, or, if not, was
published with his full knowledge and
concurrence. In the article in question
the inner meaning of the poem was
very claborately set forth, and the reia-
tion of cach idyll to the central truth
faithfully cstablished. The Dean’s in-
terpretation of the poem was generally
accented as correct. It could not well
have been otherwise, in view of the
author’s silence on the matter at the
time. It is move than likely that if
more or less than the poet intended bad
been read into his work by so cminent
an authority, he would have lost no
time in setting himself right before the
public. Nay, more, in concluding his
oxposition, the Dean frankly declared
that it was not “a mere invention of

. his own,” thus implying that he had

but acted as the poet’s mouthpiece.
Finally, we bhave a dircet statement
from the poet himself, wlien two years
later the work was completed and
rounded off with an address to the
Queen : )

“But thou, my Queen,

Not for itself, but thro' thy living love

I'or one to whom I made it o’er his
grave

Sacred, accept this old imperfect talé,

New-old, and shadowing Sense at war
with Soul

Rather than that gray king, whose
name, a ghost,

Streams like a cloud, man-shaped, from
mountain pealk,

And cleaves to cairn and cromlech still;
or him of Geoffrey’s book, or him of
Malleor’s, one

Touched by the adulterous finger of a
time

That hovered betweeu war and wanton-
ness,

And crownings and dethronements.”

The general intention is lere clearly
annouriced.

Crities, almost without exception, have
looked upon the “Idylls” as an alle-
gory. But a few years ago Mr. Van
Dyke pointed out—and I think with a
great deal of force and reason—that the
work is rather a parable. In an alle-
gory each character represents some vir-
tue or vice, or rather is a virtue or a
vice clothed with flesh and blood. Itis,
thercfore, more or less unrcal. The ac-
tors perform their several parts beeause
they must. They have no option. Holi-
ness personified cannot but be holy,
Faithful must always trust. The visible
machine propelled by one and only one
virtuoe can never deviate from tle
straight course. Hercin lies its weak-
ness. The reader finds it difficult to
maintain interest in the progress of a
story when the vesult of the various
combinations can be casily foreseen. A
parable., on the other band, is a sup-
posed history. The actors are real men
and women moved by conflicting pas-
sions, in some of whom at least—
whether through the habitual excrcise
of will, or natural inclination, or both—
a particular virtue or vice has gained
the mastery and become the motive
force of their existence. They may,

.
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therefore, be said to represent this par-

ticular virtue or vice. But other emo-'

tions are present, though subdued, and
one or more of them, may, under a pe-
culinr combination of circumstances,
rise to the surface, and determine the
individual's course of action. We can-
not be absolutely certain gbout the issue,
and this uncertainty lends a charm aud
an interest to the story which are large-
Iy wanting in a strictly allegorical work.
In the “1dylls of the King,” Arthur is
not the guardian of any one virtue or
set of virtues, but a man whose spiritual
natura has been so highly developed
that the part of flesh is the veriest dwart
by coriparison.  Indeed, so carcfully
has every virtue been cultivated, that
what was of the carth carthy, is com-
pletely subdued, and he may well be
taken to represent the soul.

Guinevere is not an automaton moved
by the one &vil influence,—connubial un-
faithfulness—but a free-will agent, pos-
sessed of many of the finer qualities of
her sex, who, fired by a strong volup-
twous love demanding a “ warmtih apd
color” in return, which were wanling
in Arthur's lofty nature, lupsed into in-
fidelity, and all its associated evils. Of
too many alas! is she a type. She
appropriately represents, perhaps, the
strongest form of cvil with which the
soul has to contend during its sojourn
liere below. The union of Arthur and
Guinevere is intended to represent the
connection existing between the soul
and its clayey tabernacle, the body. As
the downftall of Arthur’s order of Xnight-
hood and Christian Xingdom was
wrought chiefly through the evil ex-
ample of his wife, so is the ruin of the
soul occasioned—when it is ruined—by
the corrupting influences of the allied
flesh. But the soul which Tennyson pic-
tures is not ruined. Iis high aims for
the world’s improvement have been sad-
1y defeated, it is true ; but itself is not
invoived in the general ruin. Strong in
jnherent power it still retains its purity,
though somewhat impaired, and passcs,

in a sense triumphantly, from the scene
of desolation. For, although Arthur's
Christian kingdom has been overthirown,
and the majority of his knights, aban-
doning the high purpese they swore to
follow, either deserted his standard alto-
gether, or joined hands with the traitor
Modred, and died fighting against their
king in that great battle of the West,
and although the few who stayed to
help the ecause of truth were all slain,
save one; yet Arthur himself lives to

survey the field of slaughter and strike -

dead with his good sword, Exealibur,
the arcb-traitor, the last remaining of
the rebellious host. True, lie was wound-
ed in the aet, but not to death. IIc does
not cease to live. He simply passes {o
the island—valley of Avilion, “Where
he is to heal him of his grievous wound.”
And what of Guinevere, the flesh ? Did
she perish with the rest ? No. Repent-
ance came—too late to save the Kking-
dom, indeed—but not to save herselr.
Inspired by the hope which her husband
left her, the hope that they might “one
day mcet befare high God,” she labored
to live down sin in her own heart, clear-
1y succeeded, and after three briet years,
passed “To where berond these voices
there is peace.” Can we say, then, that
Arthur's work was all in vain ? Assur-
cdly not. He left at least one of his
noble knighthood to carry on the work
so gloriously begun, and so soon inter-

rupted, though *“the old order had .

changed, yielding place to new.” And
he has in the end raised his'sinful queen
to the tranquil heights of purity and
bliss. Nor is this all. He drove back
the beathen, cleared the realm of robber
bands. and establishcd his throne in
rightecousness and the laws of an ideal
Christian chivalry. ‘True, it was swept
away by the receding wase, but not be-
fore the image had been stamped on the
minds of his subjects. In the days of
darkness and evil which followed the
overtkrow, must not this image have
been often recalled, and by it a longing
created for the good old times,
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“IWhen every morning brought a noble

chanee,
And cvery chance brought out a noble
knight.” )

And who can doubt thuat these recollec-
tions and longings were of no avail ?

Tennyson's picture is, then, of a soul
apparently vanquished by the powers of
darkness, but really—in some measure
at least—triumphant, resigned to its
partial defeat in 2 knowledge of the fact
that,

“ (3o fulfils Himsclf in many ways,
Lest one good custom should corrupt
the world.”

It is merely a depictment of what has
repeatedly taken place in the lives of
individuals and nations. 'The history of
the past tells only too truly of civiliza-
ticns which ran their course, then

“Reeled back into the beast and were
1o more.”

But another and 2 more advanced
succceded in the course of time. The
soul of the former did not dic. It but
passed, to return to the bosom of a new
and larger and better order. And who
or what is Sir Lancelot, the next great .
figzure in the poem ? Certainly not a
creation of the imagination, nor a some-
thing governed by a single force. How
many of his kind infest society to-day,
leagued, though not openly, .with the
cnemies of right ? He was a man not
wilfully bad, who had his moments of
weakness and Lis times of remorseful
repentance; a man shamefully dishonor-
able, but in one sense truly noble, and
possessed of 4 large measure of the
bhetter nature. For with all earnestness
of purpose Iie undertook the quest of the
Roly Grail, and in the confused struggle
that followed the disclosure of his guilty
love,

«“ e sparved to lift his hand against the
King who made him knight.”

With what marvellous truth and con-
ciseness has the poet himself described
him.

“ Mis honor rooted in dishonor stood,

And faith unfaithful kept him false-
T 1y true?

Again, if the poem be considered as
an allegory, of what special virtue or
vice are such persons as Sir Bors, Sir
Gallahad, Etarre, or Isolt, the embodi-
ment ? Viewed as a parable these be-
come represcentative men and women,
who play their parts in life, the one
cessentially important fact in connection
with whom is the attitude each assumes
toward the great cause of truth and
righteousness. In the picture of lite
which the poet has presented, his pur-
pose is faithfully to show on what side
in the conflict of light with darkness the
various characters take thejr stand, and
to mark the progress of the bitter
struggle, and the final result. The poein
is clearly a parable. 1In the shadows
which the real figures show, is found its
true and splendid meaning.

1 do not deny that there is much alle-
gory scattered through it. Camelot, the
beautiful capital of Arthur’s realm.
Duilt on the summit of a sacred mount,
and enveloped in a weird splendour and
a changing glory of mist and brightness,
is typical of the new Jerusalem, the
home of the redecemed. The Lady of the
Lake, whose fizure was carved on the
wonderful gate of the city, is a personi-
fication of Religion.

“ 21 her dress

Wept from her sides as water flowing
away ;

But like the cross her great and goodly
arms

Streteh’d under all the cornice and up-
held ;

And drops of water
hand ;

And down from one a sword was hung,
from one

A censer, either worn with wind and
storm ;

fell from cither
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And o'er her breast floated the saered
fish ;

* *® * ¥ * 2

hd b he * and o'er all

Iligh on the top were those three Queens,
the friends

Of Arthur, wkho should help him at his
need.”

We ave elsewhere told that she dwells

“Down in a deep, calm, whatsoever
storms

May shake the world, and when the
surface rells,

Hath power to walk the waters like

our Lord.”

—a beautiful representation of the peace-
bringing nature of: true religion. ‘The
folds of the dress hanging from her sides
like flowing water are symbolical of the
many and changing forms of the Church,
all of which, however, are crowned LY
the cross, in the shape of her * goodly
arms,” and as the whole cormice was
upheld by her arms, so is the whole
fabric of society supported Ly the prin-
ciples of religion. "The drops of water
falling from either hand stand for the
water of bapticm, the sword for war-
fare, and tie censer for worshin. Both
being worn by wind and scoorm, is a
mark of the antiquity of the Church and
her many trials. It was from the Lady
of the Lake, too, that Arthur received the
sword, Excalibur, with which to smite
his enemics. This symbolizes ci uer the
biblical Sword of the Spirit, or, what is
more likely, the temporal power of the
Church. For on one side wese the
words, “ Take me.” graven in the oldest
tongue of all this world, and on the
other, *¢cast me away,” written in the
speech of the Xing’s own time. In the
carly history of Christianity—the time
denoted by the words “ Take me,” being
written in the oldest of languages,—the
warfare against the beathen was one of
fleshh and blood, rather than spiritual.
But there was to come a time—cven the
age of Arthur—when this method of

spreading the doctrines of religion was
Lo cease, and the sword was to be cast
away, new and better means were to
be used. So-in his time “The old order
changed, yielding plice to new.” The
three Queens who were pictured high on
the top, and who stood Ly Arthur at his
crowning, it is bhardly neccessary to say,
represented the Christion graces, Faith,
ITope, and Charity. They helped the
King in bis sorest neced, when at the
close of his earthly career, they received
him on the deck of the dusky barge, at-
tended to his wound, and accompanied
him to his destination. Another ex-
ample of allegory is founaq in the 1dyll
of “Gareth and Lynette.” At the en-
wance to the cavern in which Garceth
found much-needed food and sleep after
his stubborn contests with the three
Knighls of Day, were placed slabs of
rock, whereon had been carved by a her-
mit, five figures of knights, Phosphorus,
Meridies, Hesperus, Nox, Mors; all on
horse and armed, in hot pursuit after a
“Shape with broken wings, torn rai-
ment 2 ~d loose hair.” We are explicitly
told  «t this represents,

“The war of Time against the soul of
man.”

Irrom this allegory the four besiegers
of Lady Lyo. ors drew theirs. the last of
ihe four standing for the two figures,
Night and Death. The skull with which
this knight had crowned himself so as
to figure forth Death mwost fitly, was
split by Gareth at the first stroke, and

“ Half fell to right, and half to left, and
‘“3’-"

thus illustrating the fact that one-half of
the night belongs to the day just past,
and tho other to tho day to come. Then,
when with a * stronger buffet ™ he cleft
the helmet beneath the skull, from there-
out “issucd the bright face of a bloom-
ing boy,” imaging in one sense the new
day, and iu another the new life after
death. The temptations of Sir Percival
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during his quest of the oly Grail are
also allegorical. He is first enticed from
his search by appetite in the guise af
goodly apples and a pleasant stream:
then by love of home under the figuie
of a kind-cyed woman spinning at the
door of a fair cottage ; next by wealth
in the shape of a golden-iarmored knight
with a golden crown on. a casque of
jewes, and seated on a horse decked
with equal splendour; and lastly by
fame under the image of a walled city
on the summit of a high hill, from the
gateway of which a erowd shouted to
him as he climbed, in terms of welcome.
But all these allegorical patches have
little or no comnection with the main
plot—as it were—of the story. They
are but dumb shows, and side shows at
that.

Whilst “ Seuse at war with Soul,” is
the fact figured forth Ly the pocm as 2
whole, it is also that which forms the
essence of the separate Idylls. Each of
the ten poems which make up the whole
narative, marks a stage in the progress
of the action, and is, thiersfore, a neces-
sary link in the elaboration of the gene-
tal truth. But there is in each, at the
same time, a special preseatation of the
doctrine—an jllustration by {he use of a
particular case. In the “ Coming of Ar-
1hur,” the conflict is between doubt,
<which judges by the scuses, and faith,
tlic cye of the soul. Arthur's parentage
is the question to Le decided. Was he
“the child of shamefulness, or born
ihe son of Gorlois after death, or Uther's
son, and born before his time 2" Ico-
dogran sccks 1o be convinced of ilie
truth or falsity of {he firving rumors
ere he send an answer to the King's re-
quest for his daughter's hand. On the
one side are the cvil-minded lords and
barens, who, seeking “ to Tule each for
Lis own sclf,” and shouting the, battle
ery “ Who is he ?” broke forth into opea
revolt ; on the other, Bellicent, the Queen
of Orkney, and such knights as Sir Be-
‘divere and Sir Lancclot, the latter of
whom fought so bravely for his lord in

the one decisive battle against the rebels,
and at its close “sware on the field of
death a deathless love.” The evidence
in favor of the Xing, submitted by Relli-
cent and Sir Bedivere, fails to convince
tbe ecautious fiather, nor is he satisfied
until in a vision he sees, above all the
confusion of a divided realm, the King
standing out in heaven, crowned. The
rebels have been decisively subdued. the
King is wedded to Guirevere before
“the stateliest of Britain’s altar-shrines,”
in tlie midst of a Mauy glory, his throne
is securely e§mblished, the heathen are
driven back, the soul has conquered, and
all is well.

In the next Idyll, the false pride of
Tanefie is pitted zainst the noble am-
bition of Gareth. Lyneitc sees oaly by
the eye dof sense.  She judges by the out-
ward form, admires rauk, considers only
the most renowned of Arthur's knights
wortt:y to try her quest, aud rejects with
scorn the sclf-offered services of the
lowly kitchien-knave. Gareth is anxious
to win his spurs, and to do valiantly in
the cause of righteousness, and though
the path to glory lies through the fumes
and grime of the Xing's scullery, yet will
heon. Tnabashed by the jeers of Lynctte
he foilows where she leads, overcomes
the giants who guarded the river-loops
and the Castle Perilous, and rescues: the
imprisoned Lyounors. Lynette’s pride
yiclds by degrees to admiration, until
finally it is completely overberne. Jt
matters not for the purpose of the story
which of the ladies the hero married.
The heavenly ambition bad conquered
the worldly pride—this is all we are con-
cerned to know. The court is still pure,
and joy abounds.

Next in order is Geraint and Enid, pic-
turing a struggle Dbetween jealousy
which is sensual, and fidelity which is
spiritual. It is the story of Othello with-
out the tragic ending. In ibis Idyll ap-
pears the first sign of corruption in the
court. Whispers of the Qucen’s faith-
lessness begin to circle, and Geraint,
fearing lest bis beautiful wife should
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become contaminated as a result of their
intimate assoeiation, withdrew with her
to the retirement of his own land. Over-
anxious to retain her love, he gave him-
self up entirely to “sweet observances
and worship,” and so grew

“ Torgettul of his glory and his name.
Forgetful of his princedom and its
cavres.”

And “ this forgetfulness was hateful to
Enid,” for she loved her consort far too
well to have him waste in needless
tokens of affection the time which his
promise to the King and his own reputa-
tion claimed for the cause of right. But
she delayed to speak her mind for fear
of offending. Xer husband’s remissness
of duty, her own want of will to tell
‘bhim of it, and the people’s scoffs, all
combined to make her grieve. Geraint.
misiaking the cause of her sadness, and
misconstruing an overlieard expression
inte a confession of infidelify, became
imbued with the belief that * her nature
had a taint”

“ Oh purblind race of miserable men,
How many among us at this very hour
Do forge a life-long trouble for owvr-

selves,

By taking true for false, or false for
true;

Here, thro” the feeble twilight of this
world

Groping, how many, until we pass and
reach

That other, where we see as we are
seen !

Through the cruel and hwmiliating
tests of her faith which followed, Enid
shines out like 2 brilliant star, and in
the end convinces her mistrusting lord
of hier unwavering loyalty and devotion.
Here again is victory on the side of the
soul.

The convest in * Merlin and Vivien ™
is between intellcet and cunning. and the
victory for the first time is on the side
of sense. Merlin, almost as mighty in
strength of mind as Arthur was in spiri-

tuality, falls a prey to the wiles of an
intellizence not half so high, but far
more subtle. Il is the old story of S:um-
son and TNeciilah, told with much :more
beauty and vigor. Considered in velation
to the main action, it shows thie gradual
poisoning of the court through the base
example of Lancelot and the Queen, and
through the foul whisperings of the
snake-like Vivien. For “as Arthur in
the highest leavened the world, so Vivien
in the lowest leavened his hall.” She
even attempted the blameless King him-
self. It was only after failing in this
tkat she fastened her fangs on the next
most ualikely, Merlin. It was a hard
struggle and a2 long one. but she con-
quered, and Meriin lay in the hollow oak
“as dead, and lost to life and use and
name and fame.” The first of Arthur's
mighty supporters disposed of. and the
court se much the weaker.

In the next Idyll we have the pure,
innocent love of Elaine set over against
e sinful passion of the Queen, and
again the victory is on the side of sense.
This is the sweetest and most pathetic
of al! the Xdyls. The lily maid cf Asto-
lat becomes cunamored of the greatest
of Arthur's knights at ileir first meet-
ing. on his way to tilt for the last din-
mond in the diamond jousts. Wounded
ihere by his own kith and kin—for he
fought disguised—he retived to & cave
nard by the field in company with La-
vaine, the brother of Elaine. There
she found him, and nursed and tended
him till ¢ her fine care saved his life.”

To the open avowal of her love, and
the expressien of her desire to be with
him, Lancelot gave a response which
sounded the knell of her young life.
After Dhis departure she pined and
wasted, and soon dicd—a tender victim
of unrequited love. And why was her
love not returned in the measure called
for? Because he was bound by the
shackles of =an older passion. The
jealous, enchanting Guinevere held him
by a chain too strong to be byoken, cven
by such a fine worshipful love as that

ko
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of Elnine's—a chain wrose links were
forzed of sto'zn hours of unholy sweet-
nesses, and sips of forbidden pleasure.
So the guilty passion conquers, the pure
love perishes, and the realm hastens to
its ruin.

1t is somewhat diflicult to determine
what special picture of * sense at war
with soul ™ is presented in the ¢ Ioly
Grail,” the whole Idylt is so highly col-
ored, so richly wrought. and so confus-
ingly wrapped in a mystic haze. It
seems to he, however, it representation of
the relative powers of Superstition and
true faith, the one sensual, the other
spiritual. Of the knights who entered
on the search for the sacred cup, some
were prompted chiefly by curiosity—a
Durning desire to see the mysterious
sight which others hid seen. Doubtless
they expected. too. that they would de-
rive some hidden virtue from the mere
seeing of it. as does the ignerant. supor-
slilious devotee whose thoughis rise no
higher than the spurious rvelic before
which he kueelss  Actuated by wrong
motives, * the quest was not for them.”
Rut those who logked upon the appear:
ance only as 2 svmbal of purity, whe
had that faith which sces in the type
the thing typified. who in all carnestuess
strove after purity in heart and life—
for thom it wase Even the guilty Lance-
Iot atiained unto the vision. for his mo-
tives were right and honest.  1icre faith
succeedy and superstition fails But the
victory was to little purpose. It would
vather appear that more was lost than
mained. in so far at least as concerned
the hest interests of the realm. What-
ever may have been gined by the indi-
vidual, the loss to the caunse of truth was
great. For a twelvemaonth and a day
the great majority quested. * following
wandering  fires.”  leaving  wrongs at
haome to right themselves as bust they
might. Of those who left “ there scarce
returnied 2 tithe.” Sir Galahad was not.
and Sir Percivale chose to pass into “‘the
silent life™ of the cloister. The noble
arder of the Table Round was sadly re-
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duced, and the might of the Christian
kingdom proportionately weakened. The
King, who combined faith with works,
and stayed at home to carry on his al-
lotted task, is plainly the exemplar of
the idyll

Next comes Pelleas and Ettarre, Pel-
leas, the twin-hrother of Elrine, with a
love large and trustful, uand Xtitarre, de-
ceitful, loveless, scornful. The countrast
is here between the love “ that thinketh
1o evil,” as shown in Pelleas, and that
devoid of honor as seen in Gawain. Pel-
leas has the fullest faith in woman, and.
cannot think of mistrusting a brother
Knight. Hec loves Ettarre with a love
which sces no obstacle, and thinks that
fwer disdainful looks and actions are but
tests of its fulness, and he casily trusts
Gawain * to tame the jailing princess to
his hand.” But when at last his eyes
were opened te the perfidy of his advo-
cate, and the incontinence of his idol,
{rust gave way to doubt—a doubt which
well-nigh drove bim mad. Stung by his
thoughts, he rushed into the dark—a scul
crushed in the ruin of its own bright
hopes and faiths. Sense has again con-
quered. The sin of Lancelot is becoming
widely blazoned, and th> k'ngzdom totters
{o its fall.

“ And Modred thought thie time is hard
at hana.™”

In the Last Tournament. Dagonet, the
fcol. represents the side of Soul, Tris-
tram the side of Sense. Dagonet sees
the growing corruption of the Court.
He knows that the crish must soon
coine, but he still holds to the King who
had mised him—hal-witted though hie
was—to a place of close and frequent
contact with himself. e had grovelied
in the dirt of the worlds cvil, but he
had been renewed in mind and soeul
through the influence of his lord, and
will follow him to tho death.

“ The 4dirty nurse, experience, in her kind
Hath foul'd me—an” I wallow'd, then I
washed—
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I have had iy day and my philoso-
phies—

And thank the Lord I aun King Ar-
thur's fool.”

Tristram is sense and little else—lech-
erous, faithless, discourteous, shameless.
He is victor svhile he lives. He wins the
ruby necklace in the Tournament of the
Dead Imnocence, having just returned
from over-seas where he had won an-
other prize, the pure hand of Isolt the
White. The carcanet won, he hastens
to bestow it on her for whom he won it,
another Isolt, wife of Mark. Careless
of the fate of his late-made bride, he
yvields himself to sweet dalliance svith
her unfaithful namesake, and meets
death at the hand of ler despised aud
hated lord. In the meantime Arthur had
marched with his new-made knights to
do battle with the heathen. They had
recevered from the blow dealt them in
the twelve great battles, and had of
Irte been gailiering strength for a
mighty ouslaught. In his abscncee, Mo-
dred, who Lad long Inin, catlike, wait-
ing for the chance to spring. revolted.
Through his scheming, Lancelot and the
Queen are at lengih trapped, and their
guilt exposed. The former flees to his
own castle, aud the Iatier to a convent.
Arthur returned victorious o'er his out-
side foes, to witness the havoe wrought
by those of his own housechold. The
crashk had come, and with perfect truth
could his loyal jester say,

“I shall never make thee smile agin.”

To rtule oneself
wreatest triumph.

The last two 1dylls may be considered
together, as they are enncerned only with
the main action. In neither of them is
there a special presentation of good in
conflict with evil. For style, rich color-
ing, and dramatic power, Guinevere is
easily first among the Idylls. Few
word pictures have ever Dbeen more
strongly drawn than that which teils the
pathos and tragic sublimity of the last
interview between the King and his now
repentant Queen.

From this interview he goes to join
battle with his traitorous knights, and
in that battle met his doom. Out of the
confused struggle Sir Bedivere and the
King only emerge, the latter sorely
wounded. And now the sword Excali-
bur, having done its work, is to be cast
away, a task which Bedivere very re-
luctantly perforins. Borne to the barge,
Arthur passes out to the great deep, and
on to rest. All seems lost, but through
the mist and darkness and desolation,
there comes o note of spiritual triumph,
sweet and assuring :

“Then from the dawn it scem’d there

came, but faint

As from bevond the limit of the world,

Like the last ecl:o born of a great 1y,

Sounds, as if some fair city weére onc
voice

Avound a king returning from his
wars.”

J. A. NICHOLSON.

Cote St. Antoine.

is in reality the

Sir John Lubbock.
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@@issions.

HONAN.

We take the following interesting ex-
tracts from a letter received lately by
the niembers of the MeGill Volunteer
Band for Foreign Missions. The wrifer
is the Rev. L. MacLeanan, B.D.—Editor.

1. Why ask about the needs of an

Empire of over three hundred millions
of people living without God and with-
cut hope! One would nced to write
volumes to depict adequately the poverty
and squalor, the suffering and sorrow,
the sin and shanie abounding and thriv-
ing in this land of Confucius. I have
scen things which sickened me, and
though things are not so bad in the
country, still we see and hear enough
that is sad, appalling and disgusting.
Within a few days, a woman was
beaten to death by her husband and
mother-in-law, at a village close to us.
and all the redress made and demanded
was an expensive coflin.  Family life
in China is, on the whole, very wrel *h-
ed. Conjugal affection is mot ecasily
found where 2 man would not believe
you if you were to tell him that you
were not in the habjt of beating your
wife. Tilial piety, much lauded by
=lobe-trotters. and at the World’s Fair,
is Iargely a fraud, and does not come up
to the filial piety of Christian lands by
any means. As for the piety of the
Chinese, it is conspicuous by its ab-
sence. The instinct of worship is some-
what dormant in them. “Worship the
gods as if the mods were there, but if
you don’t, it’s all the same,” and such
expressions, show the skeptical spirit
among the Chinesc. This year there has
been a destructive flood, for sending
which many an ugly mad god has been
powdered. One man got sarcastic in
his abuse of the gods the other day,

and thus addressed the “Old Man of
heaven,”—* You are a fine old fellow !
This is not a rain you are sending us,
it is a flood. Don’t you know ecnough
to stop before our houses fali and our
grain is ruined ?” The “ 0ld heavenly
bhoy,” is their nearest approach to our
conception of God, and thus they revile
nim.

2. To say that the Chinese, as a whole
feel their need. and want the Gospel,
and that this Empire is open for the
Gospel, is to speak what is largely false.
China. does not want the Gospel and is
not open to it, except by compulsion,
and in every possible way sccks to
hinder and harm ihe cause of Christ.

3. I look upon Medical Missions with
hope, knowing that the physician not
only does so much for the dreadful
physical suffering of the Chinese, but
that his power to heal takes the place
of mirncles in commending the Gospel.
It is therefore desirable that every mis-
sion station should have its hospital and
dispensary. Do not listen to any dis-
pamgenment of  medical missionr-ies.
What has been doune in China is small
in comparison with what remains to be
done, bur, to my thinking, quite satis-
factory for the time, and {ull of cncour-
ageinent for the future.

4. I verily believe in the unfolding of
God's gracious loving purposc in this
land, cven though it miay appear slow.
1We should be content to werk for ages
et unborn, and our faith should be too
intelligent and solid to faint and falter-
when we do not sec immediate results.
The fact is that the gourd-growth of 2
day is as disappointing here as when a
traud-new cvangelist comes into o

- parish, converts Dy the score, and leaves

the pastor to mourn over wholesale
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backsliding for the rest of the year. It
would be very easy with a few paltry
dollars 1o rake many nominal Chris-
tians among a poor venal people like
the Chinese, and hence the missionaries
are, s a ruale, very careful,—except,
perlaps, some who are sent word that
they “must show results.” I am not
aware that any missionary has given
in to this unhallowed command. Men
like Dr. Pierson arc of opinion that
China could be evangelized in this cen-
tury. I do not believe it can, or in the
next, but I do bealieve that God is at
work in China. I see it every day, and
am confident that His set time is also
the best. Any one coming to China with
sentimental and romantic notions of
converting the Chinese in a hmry is
doomed {0 a crushing disappointment.
This people dees nothing in a hurry.-
it would not be ctiquette to et con-
verted in a trice.

5. I would advise you {o base. ycur
convictions as ;1 missionary on the most
solid words of Scripture, and the less
maudlin {he better.

G. Why ask about difficultics ? They
are wo many and too incomprchensible
for you in Canada. The chief difficulty
is the same as in Canada,—* the carnai
mind is enmity igzainst God ! There
would be millions of_converts in China
to-day, had the pcople but listened to
those who have been sent them; and
far worse, is the utter neglect of the mess-
age delivered here now than the lack
of missionaries. The Chinesc arc really
rejecting” the Gospel as a whole, though
there is & remnant according to the
clection of grace—(now don't take that
word out of this letter, for the more I
see of this people, the firmer my faith
in it) The opposition of officers, the
poverty of the peopie, the great leat,
slow, weary travel, and a peculiarly
difficalt language, form a somewhat
serious group of obstacles to the pro-
gress of the Gospel,—but they need not,
ought not for a moment to delay any
one whom God has called to this work.

The call of God, clear and ringing, is
all in all. He who recognizes that may
safely cross the Rubicon without wait-
ing for minute explanations; and God
will abundantly sustain him. I never
felt my untitness for this work more
than to-day ; but leave it, except for
the gravest reason, I would not, and
here would like to stand for God and
the Chinese. I like the Chinese. There
is much that is amiable about them.
On the whole, the prospects in China,
immediate and distant, are good. China
shall remember, and turn unto the Lord.
All the missions are adding yearly to
their numbers of such as shall be saved.
In our own missions of Honan a num-
ber have recently been baptized, and
that is only the carnest of greater
numbers in succeeding years. Honan
is one of the provinces specially opposed
to the Gospel and foreigners. The
China Inland Mission hiive a few sta-
tions there, but all the work in the pro-
vinee is of reeent years. There are
some cities, notably Iai Fung Fa,
where foreigners are veceived with
sullen silence, but the preparations for
their departure are enthusiastic enoligh.
At this village of Ying Chuang, in the
Province of Shantung, the work is in-
teresting and promising. To-immorrow
there will be quite a number baptized.
Dr. Porter and I were out in the coun-
try last Sabbath to a preaching station,
and though we saw much that was
painfully sad, we were also gladdened
by the earnest attention of the people
to all that was said to them.

7. As to the lincs of study to be pur-
sued, nothing categorical need be said.
You cannot know too much about any-
thing, and you will be asked about
everything. . . . As to recommend-
ing Dbooks, it is uscless to do so. All
the books that ‘would be of use to you
in China, can be read as subsidiary
studies while at the lIanguage. I do not
know of any books to recommend.
There are so many, and some prc-(_':mir'x-
ently useless, while some are doubtless:
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hielpful. The books that are read here
I never saw on sale at Montreal. On
the whole, the biographies of mis-
sionaries will be found most useful. . .
There is only one book which can help
a missionary much, and that is the
Bible, which is ever associated with the
power of an endless life. That is the
word by which alone we can live aud
condquer, and you will find that immore
anl more true after you. come to this
unhappy country. It touches our life
at every peint, and covers every phase
of our cxperience. Cling to it, there is
none like it

S. Now it is quite clear that the men
whom Christ wants as His servauts,
are men full of faith and the Holy
Ghost. If they are not such, they
are useless at home and abroad. Ib
the absence of this supreme quali-
fication, all eclse is of course Dbeside
the mark,—if this be present, nothing
else ought to be taken too seriously. I
take it as the most fitting qualification
for a missionary that he really loves
Christ.—~that will make up for a multi-
tude of faults, and will effectually help
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a man both mentally and physically. 1
am afraid of saying more lest such an
one should be discouraged. Physical
strength is a good thing, though it does
not follow that those who are robust
will stand the climate of China. Pcople
of a cool temperament ought to be more
suitable in &4 country so irritating and
taxing upon the nerves and patience as
this is. Possibly we make too much of
these minor difficulties, and at any rate
they can only be known by experience.
The most important mental qualifica-
tion for a man coming to China is a
good memory, for the Chinese language
is a great drain on the memory ; but
one should not draw back through fear
of the language; though there are not
many great Chinese schoiars, almost all
acquire enough for practical purposes,
—certainly all who apply themselves to
it. Friends, there is nothing that need
hinder you if your hearts are set on
serving God and His Eternal Son
among the Chinese, and you will' find
that there are no insurmountable diffi-
culties in the way of any who obey the
heavenly calling.

—REeR—
) INDORE.

1. Short Account of the Locr.J. Fraser Camplell's
Address to the Students.

On IFFriday evening, Jan. 11th, the Rev
J. Fraser Campbell, of Mhow, Central
India, addressed a meeting of the stu-
dents in the Convocation Hall of this
college. There was a good attendance,
Dr. MacViear presided and introduced
the speaker.

Mr. Campdell spoke of the pleasure it
gave him to address a student audience.
He had been profoundly impressed by
the obedience and discipline *of the
Jesuits, yet it was obedience only to a
man. Loyalty to-the Master demanded
a willingness to go where the need was
greatest. The question which young
ministers should ask themselves in rela-

tion to the foreign field ought to be,
“IWhy should I not go since the call is
to all 2”7 Alen should be as ready lo go
to India in the cause of Christ as to
fill positions in the govecrnment’'s em-
ploy. The work, while affording scope
for the well-educated, called for men
who were humble and consecrated,
rather than those of gifted genius.

The populatior of Central India is
about 10,000,000. They are of all
classes and grades of education. from
the Bheeis or savages who go around
with their bows and feather-tipped ar-
rows, to the highest class of skilled na-
tive metaphysicians. Pantheism under-
lies all the systems of philosophy which
the speaker had met in India. The
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power of caste to resist the Gospel was
popularly over-estimated. A want of
the sense of sin was the greatest hind-
rance there as elsewhere, and next to it
the pantheistic belief that placed the
responsibility on the Great Spirit, which
was believed to speak through the in-
dividual. They had a large class of edu-
cated natives who were familiar with
the English language and literature, to
deal with. The Prime Minister at Mhow
had been cducated in Oxford, and was
assistant professor of Sanscrit there
under Sir Monier Williams. Such men,
while personally friendly to the mission-
ary, were really agnostics. The speaker
related how that in the second year of
his work a Mahometan controversalist
had publi{:]y challenged him to a discus-
sion which, notwithstanding his imper-
feet knowledge of the language, he had
been obliged to sustain for ten nights
before crowded audiences in the fever
season. 'Thus the missionary’s work
needed all the brains and education one
might have, but the God who helped
David never disappointed those who de-
pended on Him.

Politically, while a part of the Queen’s
domains, yet Central India was not un-
der British control so dircctly as Bengal.
It was a collection of native states under
native rulers, deperdent in various de-
grees on British authority, and controll-
ed by an agent of the Viceroy of India,
resident at Indore. The country is a
tableland considerably elevated, Mhow
being 2,000 feet, and Ncemuch 1,400
feet above the level of the sea. The
land is fertile, and-.sometimes has been
called thie poppy garden of India, be-
cause of its great production of opium.
Malaria was a frequent disease.

The Canadian missionaries had begun
+work at Indore cightcen years ago, Mr.
Douglas being the pioncer. Later, the
speaker had begup at Mhow where
there was a large military cantonment
and European population. Besides its
main centres there are five sub-sta-
tions, but no new ones had been opened
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in the last ecight years beeause of scar-
city of men and means. The total num-
ber of church members was about 200,
so the pumber of native workers was
necessarily limited. The natives of In-
¢ made fine soldiers or workers, ac-
cording as they bhad white officers or
missionaries to leand them, bat did poor-
ly when alone. Canadian ministers
were needed to lead in the work. The
missionaries were pressing the work
along cducational and medical lines as
well as by the press, but preaching was
their chief agency.

To those who could not go out. the
speaker appealed to show an example
by giving a tenth of their incomes, and
to lead the congregations over which
they miglkt be settled, in the grace of
liberality. Covetousness was one of the
greater sins, yet one that the pulpit
cared Ieast to expose. God meant for
all His church, rich and poor, to have
a part in the world’s evangelization,”
and therefore did not call exclusively
for the gifts of a few of the rich million-
aires,

In closing the meeting, Dr. MacVicar
dwelt on the conclusions arrived at by
the World’s Mission Council in London,
e.g.: That in answer to the churches’
prayers, God had opencd all the world
to the Gospel. Also in answer to praycr
the needed workers were forthcoming.
and that now the Church should pray for
an outpouring of the Spirit, that Chris-
tians might give of thoir means with
suflicient liberality to enable the Church
to improveé her opportunities.

On motion of Ar. A. MacVicar, sec-
onded by Mr. Millar, the thanks of the
students were tendered to Mr. Campbell
for his interesting address. After the
singing of the doxology, Mr. Campbell
pronouvnced the benediction and the
meeting closed.

2. Short Account of the Kex. W. J. Jamieson's
Address to the Stadents.

On Friday afternoon, Jan. 1Sth, the
Rev. Mr. Jamieson, returned missionary
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from Neemuch, India, adressed a large
body of our students on the work in that
field. XRev. Principal MacVicar vecupied
the chair, and after the singing of a
bymn, and prayer led by rrof. Scrim-
ger, he introduced the speaker in a
short speech. Mr. Jamieson is one of
the alumni of this college. He went to
Central India three and a-balf years
ago, but owing to ill-liecalth he has been
obliged to give up the work for a time.

In opening his address, he referred to
the difficulty in attempting to say in an
hour, what it would take several days
to relate fully, that is to give any ade-
quate idea of the work in any one foi-
eign mission field. He paid a bigh tri-
Dute {0 the British army in India. Some
of the British officers in India are noble
men and earnest Christians ; their infin-
ence for good is great. He referred to
a captain who even took the place of a
missionary who had fallen ill, and
preached the Gospel to the natives.
But, sad to relate, all the officers are not
of that type.

The British Government, although it
has given India excellent tule, and has
helped her school system, yet has utterly
failed in the most important part of the
work which a Christian nation should
do. She has failed to civilize the Hin-
doos. No political power can do that of
itself. It requires the Gospel of Christ.
He then referred to three phases of the
condition of the Hindoos, viz.:—Their
physical, intellectual and spiritual con-
dition.

(1) The pbysical condition of the Hin-
doos well-nigh bafiles description. Phy-
sically they are honeycombed. The race
has become weakened by their habits
and heathen customs. The children in-
herit diseases. Added to this is the de-
plorable sanitary condition of their
dwelling places, they are not fit for
horses to live in, much less human be-
ings. Yet in these huts the wives of the
Hindoos are religiously imprisoned.
This condition of affairs is readily trace-
able to the religions systems in vogue:
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The laboring classes are very poorly
paid, the wages of a coolic being about
two dollars pey month. This latter fact
proves a great barrier to the mission-
ary’s work, as many of this class would
gladly embrace Christianity, but they
arc afraid to lose their means of liveli-
hood.

(2.) Intellectually, the speaker went
on to say, the Hindoos are very subile ;
in argument very cunning, difficult to
corner, and do not hesitate to shift the
battle ground, if they perceive the
weight of argument proving unfavorable
to their position. They are in many
cases very hypocritical. Jiving double

lives. Outwardly they are orthodox.
but inwardly they may be anything
else.

(3.) Spiritually., the picture is even
darker, if that be possible. The teaching
of their religious works is too immoral
to be tolerated by the Government. The
Hindoo who taught the speaker, al-
though bimself not a Christian, blankly
refused to translate parts of their books
t(\) him, saying it was too vile ; yet this
is ihe style of matter with which the
minds of the young Hindoo boys are be-
ing saturated by the professors of their
schools.

Mr. Jamieson wound up his address
by an earnest appeal to the students
for their help in the needy field. He bad
pictured the discouraging side of the
~vork, but it had also a hopeful phase.
The good old Gespel has not lost'its
power, but is still able to make men and
faithful men, out Jf this so sadly wealk-
ened race. When once the Hindoo comes
under its influence, hie becomes a chang-
ed man. Our duty first is to God and
then to our fellow-men. “If you cannot
go to India, you can aid the work by
your Iinfluence at home and your
prayers.”

The address was full of interast and
instruction. After the speaker had been
given a hearty vote of thanks, the Rev.
Mr. Scott pronounced the benediction.
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T®artie FErancaise.

L'AVENIR DES (:‘ANADIENS—FRANQAIS AUX ETATS-UNIS.

Chers lecteurs Canadiens, je suis
assez patriote pour oser essayer de vous
tracer un panorama glorieux de lavenir
des Canadiens-Francais aux Efats-Unis.
Je ne puis pourtant pas oublier les vers
sublimes de Victor Hugo.

¢ Nén, Y'avenir n’est & personne !
“ Sirz ! Pavenir est & Dieu.

“ A chaque fois que I'heure sonne,
“Tout, ici-bas nous dit adieu.
“L’Avenir! l'avenir ! mystére!”

Toutefois il me semble que nous
pouvons passer quelques moments pro-
fitables A P'étude de ce grand probléme
social.

Permettez-moi done d’exprimer, non
Pidée du “ Pére Hammond,” qui préche
sur tous les tons, que la race frangaise
doit triompher sur ce continent, mais
plutdt de vous faire connaitre mon opi-
nion personnelle.

Le type canadien-francais nous dis-
tingue de toute autre nationalité.

Le.Canadien possédede grandes quali-
tés naturelles. Il est franc et honnéte.
11 2 un amour profond pour le bien, un
ceeur naturellement hospitalier. Tn es-
prit pétillant de.finesse et d’une perspi-
cacité rare.

Le Canadien est logique ¢t peut philo-
sopher avec qui que ce soit.

11 est doux, charitable, plein de bonne
volonté et d’une gaieté toujuurs nou-
velle.

Nous ne craignons pas de dire que de
toutes les races différentes qui ‘sont ve-

nues chercher le bonheur sur les plaines
fécondes de la belle Amérique et agrandir
ses villes pittoresques, pas une de ces
races d’hommes ne peut se glorifier de
posséder & la fois tant de qualités natu-
relles. De ce ¢6té-12, nous nous croyons
supérieurs & tout ce qui existe dans le
monde des humains ' Nous avons raison
de nous en glorifier.

II nous semble qu'en face d’une na-
ture si parfaite, nous pouvons espérer de
grandes choses pour Favenir, et que notre
triomphe sur le continent américain,
n'est qu'une questiou Je temps. Surtout
si nous considérons que nous sommes un
peuple trés prolifiqgue. Les famil” -
douze ne sont pas rares au Canada. Iei,
Je connais une certrine famille gui se
compose de vingt-decz enfants. Le
Canadien-Frangais est un @&tre actif o
lIaborieux. La paresse 1'est pas connus
chez lui. -

I1 n’y a pas chez nous cette extrava-
gance que nous remarquons chez nos
voisins et concitoyens. .

Le Canadien est naturellement reli-
gieux, sinctre et plein d’une dévotion
admirable, quoique aveugle.

11 est estimé comme travailleur et re-
cherché comme étre sociable.

Pourquoi donc porterions-nous sur le
front et dans notre vie active le stigmate
de Pimpuissance et de la misére ¢

Pourquoi serions-nous en arritre de
nos péres, nous qui vivonsdans un sitcle
de lumitre, de liberté et de progrés, nous
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qui jouissons de tant de priviléges et qui
sommes doués de tant de beaux traits
caractéristiques.

Aujourd’hui nous ccmptons 25,000
Canadiens-Frangais votants dans I'Etat
du Massachusetts, qui sont républicains
ce qui veut dire liberté et progrés. Par-
tout on forme des sociétés politiques et
sociales, afin de perpétuer la langue fran-
¢aise et agrandir intérét des’Canadiens
dans les spheres d’zetivité conmmerciale
et politique de notre belle République.
Nous sommes plus de 500,000, parlant
la langue frangaise, bient6t nous serons
un million. De ce nombre & peu prés
25,000 sont protestants évangéliques.

Les Canadiens sont venus pour y res-

ter, quoi qu'en disent les prétres.

A mesure que les années s’écoulent,
leurs intéréts augmentent et leur amour
pour la liberté se fait sentir de plus en
plus.

Ceux qui s’intéressent A 1'économie
politique et sociale dans ce grand pays,
savent fort bien qu'il vaut la peine de
prendre en considération le développe-
ment rapide de la race franco-canadienne
et frangaise sur le sol libre de la belle
Amérique.

Nous avons nos l‘rechette nos Lemay,
nos Crémazie, nos Garneau, nos Laurier,
nos Doutre, nos Albani ! Nos médecins
ne sont pas inférieurs dans la pratique
de leur profession. Nos avocats sont
brillants. Nos orateurs sont nombreux.
N’%tait-ce pas le descendant d'unTFrangais,
le général Frémont, qui fut le premier
candidat du parti républicain, nommé
pour la piésidence en 1856, lors de la
formation de ce parti?

Notre race contient en elle le germe de
Ia vie nationale. Ce qu’il lui faut le plus
c'est la lumiere de celui qui.dit, “suivez-
moi!” Voila ee qui doit dsterminer

Pavenir-de la race franco-canadienne aux
Etats-Unis !

Notre avenir, 4 nous, Canadiens-Fran-
¢ais protestants dépend de I'attitude que
le peuple canadien va prendre en face
des grandes yuestions religieuses. Si
nous réussissons & faire accepter & notre
peuple la parole qui éclaire et rend libre,
alors nous pouvons espérer de figurer
avec honneur comme race.  Sinon,
pruvres Canadiens-Frangais, nous pleu-
Tons votre sert, car vos maitres seront les
Irlandais, de triste mémoire ! Ils conti-
nueront 4 vous oppresser.

Il v’y a qu'un seul moyen pour deve-
nir influents. C’est de pusséder un ca-
ractére irréprochable et une volonté indé-
pendante et ferme.

Qua fait la religion romaine pour
notre population frangaise? N'y a-t-il
pas plus de deux siecles et demi que le
clergé ultramontain la gouverne et lins-
truit? Qu’en a-t-il fait?

N’était-ce pas I'Hon. Monsicur Pelletier
qui disait, 11 n’y a que guelques mois,
dans ‘un discours remarquable, quil fit
devant la chambre locale, sur notre sys-
teme d’éducation: “11 y a, Messieurs,
au milieu de nous, des commiss'nires
d’écoles qui ne savent ni lize ni éerire.”
Sous le régime actuel notre pativre peuple
est abruti, il est par conséyuent impo-
tent et indifférent & son-sort. Le clergé
a étoufié tous les germes de vie intellec-
tuelle et religicuse. I1 a fait des indivi-
dus, des machines™qui agissent d’aprés
Ia volonté de Monsieur le Curé.  L'indi-
vidualité ne peut pas exister chez lui
tant quil sera sous le prétre. ILa haine
implacable du clergé pour tout ce qui
éclaire I'intelligence, son attitude belli-
queuse envers toutes les institutions libé-
rales et progressives, son ambition in-’
fernale de doniiner forment la pierre
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Jd’achoppement contre laquelle tant de
belles dmes viennent se heurter, se briser,
puis sombrer dans I'indifférence que pro-
duit nécessairementun esclavage prolongé.

Jetez un coup d’eeil sur I'état commer-
cial de notre province malkeureuse. Qui
sont nos banquiers? Qui est-ce qui
gouverne le monde commereial canadien-
frangais? Qui est-ce qui 2 le monopole
du commerce? Qui sont ceux qui for-
ment ces grandes et riches compagnies?
Quelle est la foi et la nationalité de nos
manufacturiers ?

Voyons : Canadiens-Francais catholi-
ques, apostoliques et romains, répondez !

Ou sont les rongeurs de la balustrade
romaine ¢

Pourquoi dans leur patrie méme les
Canadiens-Frangais rampent-ils et se trai-
nent-ils avece difficulté? Répondez prétres!

Cette triste histoire se répite aux
Etats-Unis, parce que les prétres suivent
le peuple partout et I’écrasent par leurs
exactions infimes. De plus les villes
manunfacturieres ont aussi une influence
néfaste sur leurs populations. La jeu-
nesse canadienne s’y rend en grand
nombre et 13, sans restreindre ses vices
elle boit & longs traits dans la coupe des
plaisirs mondains.

Laluxure, I'extravagance, 'immoralité,
Porgueil, lintempérance, la légéreté et
Pindifférence religicuse, détruisent I'espé-
rance que nous avions d’abord, de voir
grandir notre population frangaise “au
milieu d’'mue conglomération de diffé-
rentes nationalités.’

La vie morale doit nécessairement
changer chez notre peuple canadien qui
vit aux Ltats-Unds. Les grands centres,
comme Holyoke, Tall-River, Lowell,
Boston et Lynn o les Canadiens se
comptent par milliers, montrent une dé-
générescence affreuse parmi la jeunesse,
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et une immoralité qui doit nécessnirement
ruiner les ¢léments essentiels A la forma-
tion d’une nation canadienne-frangaise
sur le sol amérieain. )

La vicille ornidre doit étre oubliée.

Les habitudes doivent changer, nous
devons entrer dans la vie active avec la
détermination de devenir quelque chose.
Ne l'oublions pas, la grandeur d’ame,
Phonnétet¢ du cwur et la pureté des
meeurs, voild ee qui donnera au Cana-
dien-Frangais du prestige. S'il recherche
Péducation libérale et sapplique au bien,
il rencontrera le sucgts, pas avant !

Vous savez que les vers et la prose du
catholicisme ecclésiastique chantent de-
puis longtemps le triomphe de la race
Canadienne sur ce continent. Ceux qui
ont le jugement, un tant soit peu assai-
sonné de quelques grains de bons sens,
savent micux. Anétez Messicurs les
Curés ne soyez pas trop optimistes ! Ne
soyez pas trop sentimentals! dans votre
enthousiasme patriotique et papiste ne
lichez pas bride & wvoire raison en lui
permettant de déraisonner, ce qui arrive
souvent dans le dvmaine du patriotisme
et de la philusophie spéculative.  Aucun
peuple dauns ce sidcle de progrés, ne peut
prospérer & moins d'étre libre. Cana-
diens! vous ne serez jamais que de
pauvres mércenaires, si vous ne secouez
le joug clérical qui vous affaisse et vous
tient esclaves.

Ou est done notre espérance comme
peuple, me demandez-vous? Je vous ré-
ponds, que par PEvangile seul, nous es-
pérons. Je crois quavant 25 ans il y
aura une transformation religieuse au
sein de notre peuple canadien-frangais.
A cette seule condition nous pouvons
espérer de figurer dans Ihistoire de ce
grand peuple polyzlotte.

Je crois qu'avant 25 ans les Canadiens-
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IFrangais seront protestants dans le vrai
sens du mot. Protestant comme tous les
chrétiens évangéliques ; contre toutes les
superstitions du calendrier, contre tous
les abus, TIignorance, la tyrannie, les
courbettes idoldtres, le ravallement et le
despotisme d'un clergé vénal et avari-
cieux,

Le Canadien est troy frangais pour
endurer “ad infinitum?” et tolérer “in
aternum ” les abus et la fraude religieuse
qui le ruinent et labaissent aux yeux
des peuples éelairés.

Déja la guerre a éclaté dans le camyp
religieux, Irlandais et Polonnais. Llar-
chévéque Irlande et Corrigan de New
York se font la grimace. Satolli, le viee-
pape, est insulté dans le New-Jersey, et
pactout il y a un mécontentement géné-
ral. Les Italiens ne peuvent pas sup-
porter les Irlandais. Les Canadiens non
plus. Les Polonnais veulent former une
éalise indépendante. It le pays est
plein de prétres sans cures.

Le peuple américain se réveille, aux
machinations de la papauté et menace
d'exclure des positions officielles tous les
adeptes du pape. Nous avons quatre
millions “d’A. P. A.” votants, qui com-
battent ’esprit ultramontain. Une ana-
Iyse sérieuse de la grande question reli-
gicuse aux Etats-Unis montre ce que
produira Pinfluence du clergé. Le peuple
canadien deviendra libre. Les mouve-
ments sociaux le forceront d’entrer dans
Ia voie du progres.

Je voudrais vous conduire par la pen-

sée sur la hauteur des gloires nationales,
des temps anciens, du moyen Age, et des
temps modernes et de 1, vous dire:
¢t Canadiens-Frangais, la France, notre
mére patric a conquis le monde. La
Franece fut le berceau et le foyer de la
civilisation curopéenne. Elle a été la

dépositaire du progrés scientifique, de
Part et des belles-lettres.

Nous nous glorifions done avee raison
d’étre les descendants de si nobles aieux.

L’Américain se souvient que les parti-
cipations de la France & la fondation des
Ltats-Unis furent sincdres et trés in-
times. Nous sommes les enfants de la
France et nos coeurs ne seront pas moins
chaleureux pour la propagation et la dé-
fense des grandes libertés modernes, qui
forment la constitution de notre patrie
adoptive. Combien de nobles descen-
dants des Huguenots honorent par leur
intelligence et leur activité honnéte, la
société américaine, & New York, 3
Boston,. & Philadelphie, & Washington et
ailleurs? L’Ameéricain intelligent aime
le Canadien-Frangais développé et le res-
pecte.

Monsieur Wolcott, lieutenenant gou-
verneur du Maszsachusetts, il 0’y a que
quelques semaines, s'exprimait dans les
termes suivants :

“Les noms des fils de France sont
éerits partout sur notre vaste territoire.

“Tant que le Mississipi roulera ses
ondes jusqu'au golfe du Mexique, on se
souviendra du nom de La Salle.

“Tant que les eaux du beau Saint-Lau-
rent couleront, le nom de Frontenac vivra.
Quand nous venons 4 une période plus
récente, le nom d’Estaing fixe notre at-
tention, puis ceux de Rochambeau et du
Marquis de La Fayette.”

“ Rochambeau et La Tayette,” dit
I’Hon. Sénateur Hoar, “qui vinrent com-
battre & nos cOtés dans notre grand con-
flit avec I’ Angleterre pour acquérir notre
indépendance nationale ; dans toute notre
histoire, il n’y a qw'un nom qui partage
avec Washington, Pamour des citoyens
américains libres ; et ce nom est celui
de La Fayette.”
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Sortons de dessous la soutane, soyons
des hommes libres, aimons la liberté, re-
cherchons ’éducation, et notre mérite
sera. reconnu. Itudiez I’histoire des
protestants de France. Vous apprécierez

.alors & sa juste valeur le vrai patrio-
tisme. .

Vous remarquerez dans le caractére de
ces hommes de I'Evangile, une virilité
sans ¢gale, un dévouement infatigable et
une noblesse qui attive Fadmiration uni-
verselle.

L’histoire du protestantisme est par-
tout la méme. Clest Ihistoire de I'ime
humaine soupirant aprés la perfectivn.
Clest Deffort que fait Yesprit, pour
sortir de sa coquille et sélever dans le
monde de la pensée. C’est I'histoire de
la liberté aux prises avec le despotisme,
Pesclavage et la mistre. Protestant !
mot qui est synonyme de vérité, d’égalité,
de justice et de loyanté! Tire un vrai
protestant c’est éire un vrai chrétien!
Voili les principes qui ont fait les
Huguenots de France, des citoyens su-
périeurs,

Quand, par la .&vocation de I'Edit de
Nanteg, Louis XIV. le 18 octobre 1683,
chassait de son empire 400,000 de ses
citoyens les plus honnétes et les plus
prospéres, il enleva & la France la plus
excellente partie de sa population. Mar-
chands, manufacturiers, artisans distin-
gugs, écrivains célebres, hommes d’Etat
irréprochables, officiers de Iarmée et de
la marine, qui” tous, faisaient Iz gloire et
Ia prospérité de la France.

L’Angleterre, la Susse, la Prusse, Ia
Hollande et ’Amérique, furent enrichies
par cette émigration de familles choisies.

Ce que I’Evangile a fait pour les pio-
niers de notre pays, ce qu’il a fait des
Huguenots de France, il peut le faire
pour nos Canadiens-Frangais !

Au Canada comme aux Etats-Unis, les
prétres s’égosillent sur tous les tons et en
toute oceasion, pour dire & notre peuple :
“ qu’il ne faut pas changer de religion.”

Partout le faux patriotisme des prétres
est inserit sur tous les drapeaux, & toutes
les fétes. “Nos lois, notre langue, et
notre religion.”

Qu’est-ce que cette religion a fait pour
nous, Canadiens?

Que vaut cette inscription dans un
pays, ol la constitution ne donme des
droits spéciaux & personne. Le prétre
feint d’étre patriote, pour mieux exploi-
ter ce peuple crédule.

Notre avenir sera ce que nous le fe-
rons. Si nous refusons de nous sou-
mettre aux lois d’un pays qui nous donne
la vie et qui veut notre bonheur, si nous
cherchons & élever une petite France sur
les cOtes de ja Nouvelle Angleterre, notre

sortest scellé ! Nous resterons & “quattes
patles.”

Si au contraire les Canadiens-Frangais
acceptent les vérités de 1'Evangile et se
posent comme défenseurs des droits et
des libertés américaines, alors nous pour-
rons vivre d’espérance. Alors nous pour-
rons espérer avec raison de figurer
comme facteurs puissants & la formation
d’une grande et puissante nation, la plus
belle, la plus riche et la plus prosptre du
monde... Nousne dominerons jamais !
Notre langue ne sera jamais la langue du
pays! Nous pourrons la conserver et
nos traditions aussi, mais nous finirons
par étre américanisés, quelques années et
quelques générations suffiront pour frire
de nous un peuple américain, mais zvec
des traits caraciéristiques et des gualités.
qui seron$ admirées, recherchées et ap-

- préciées.

Voild mon espérance! Voild ce que
nous serons si le peuple canadien accepte



256 THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

PEvangile de Jésus-Christ, comme son

unique régle de foi.

“Je n'ai qu'un veeu, qu'un but, prétres,
croyez-le bien,

““C'est d'arracher mon peuple i votre
idolatrie,

“D’en affranchir le monde et d’abord ma
patrie, .

¢¢ L'Evangile de Christ ; I'Eiernelle croyance,

¢ En son régne futur, en sa toute-puissance ;

¢ C’est ma religion, ma dectrine & moi,

“¢Poar atteindre le but que vous montre ma
foi,

¢ Que toute main sc joigne et que tout ceur
sunisse,

¢ Car c'est la liberté, Famour et la justice.”

S. P. RoxpEau.
Marlboro, Mass.

UNE JOURNEE A TANGER
LA BLANCHE
(Suite.)

Au bord de la route, nous remarquons
un groupe d’enfants i demi vétus, dont
deux sont aveugles et demandent la cha-
rité d'nne voix dclente. Prés d’eux un
aguean tout blanc broute herbe rare ; il
porte attachée sur le dos une gerbe de
verdure fraiche qui lui servira de souper.
Suppiice de Tantale d’un nouveau genre !
Nous rentrons dans la ville par la vieille
porte mauresque, devant la maison d’un
riche sur les degrés étroits qui longent les
maisons en fagon de trottoirs, nous re-
marguoens un joli petit dne, un aristo-
crate d'ine ou un dinc aristocrate, comme
vous voudrez, bien brossé, bien pomponné,
qui attend patiemment, collé 4 Ja mu-
raille, le moment o sa jeune maitresse
aura besoin de lui. Vous navez pas
d’idée comme ces dnes vous deviennent
sympathiques ; bounes petitcs'bétcs si
patientes, qui vous frélent sans cesse, qui
s*éeartent si docilement, qui portent de
si énormes paniers et qui coitent } peine
quelques piastres! Nous visitws un

bazar, ou l'un de nos compagnons de
voyage, méthodiste on Swedenborgien,
portant le nom mélodieux de Shoemaker,
se laisse gravement entortiller la iéte
d’un turban blanc et rouge et aprés s'étre
diment contemplé,empoche son emplette
pour faire & sa femme une grande sur-
prise. Puis nous nous glissous & travers
un de ces couloirs étroits on le soleil pé-
nétre & peine, un vraie dédale de ruelles
tortueuses et nous voild dans un café
mauresque.

Plusieurs groupes de fumeurs attirent
notre attention; ils sont trés beaux
vraiment, étendus nonchalamment sur
des nattes, la tasse de café & portée de
la main sur la- dalle en mosaique, ils
jouent aux dés. A la meilleure place,
un marabout, un saint, antrement dit un
vieil idiot, fume son opium depuis des
années, toujours accroupi au méme
endroit et regardant d’un il vitreux
dans le vide. Quelle existence ces gens-
Ia peuventils donc mener? Quclles
sortes de pensées peut-il bien y avoir sous
ces crines polis ou ces chevelures d'un
noir de jais? Nous reprenons notre
route & iravers la rue principale ; les
mendiants nous assitgent; jarréte un
gamin qui vevient de I'école & en juger
par le sac qu'il porte en bandouliére, il
me laisse prendre son cahier olt salignent
des caracttre arabes qui ont trés boune
mine, puis d’un air espidgle el intimidé
4 Ia fois, il se sauve 4 toutes jambes avee
ses camarades. Ici, clest un tout petit
bout d’homme enveloppé d’une espéce
de sac blanc qui essaye ses dents sur
une croiite quelconque ramassée dans
Ia rue; I4, les boutiques sombres,
basses olt les marchandises s'empilent,
tandis ave le marchand assis dans la de-
vanture gueite la pratique de ses yeux
pergants. Puis les dévots mahométans
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faisant leurs ablutions dans la rigole
avant d’entrer 4 la mosquée, la foule se
pressant autour des rares fontaines. It
le marché; comment décrire ces étaux
de boucher ces viandes couvertes d’es-
saims de mouches bourdonnantes, ces
hommes & moitié nus dépecant séance
tenante avec leurs couteaux courts de
petits chevreaux noirs, tout ce monde
criant & tue-téte, faisant de grands gestes,
offrant sa wmarchandise, montrant ses
dents blanches et roulant de grands yeux
étincelants. Lt toujours lodeur de
Tang.r, cette odeur indéfinissable de
TAfrique qui nous suivra au moins pour
quelques jours. Le long des rues on se
heurte & chaque instant & quelque men-
diant ou flincur accroupi qui reste li des
heures entitres laissant passer le flot des
piétons d’un air indifférent ; les femmes
de la campagne portent d’énormes cha-
peaux, quelques-unes sont voilées.—Ren-
trés daus la rue principale, nous nous
arrétons un instant pour voir la demeure
d’un ricke marchand juif, fort simple &
Pextéricur, mais dont la cour intérieure
ou “patio” est charmante. Une fon-
taine jaillissante au miliew répand une
Traicheur délicicuse, des plantes vertes,
des divans, Pornementation mauresque,
tout en faitun iieu de repos tres attrayant.
Mai nous ne sommes pas venus ici pour
nous reposer et d’illeurs notre visite
tire 3 sa fin. Nous retournons i I'Hétel
Continental, ot nous attend notre capi-
taine qui donne le signal du dépi.t, mais
avant, vitc un croguis d’une partic de la
rue tandis qu'un gamin bronzé me tient
Pombrelle sur la téte et que les passants
en burnous bleu, rouge ou blanc selon
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Pétat de leurs finances, s’arrélent pour
critiquer mon chef-d’cecuvre et nous
offrent toute sorte d’ohjets inutiles.
Retour & Gibraltar aprs une traversée
de trois heures et demie. Clest étrange !
La ville que nous parcourons avant le

_ diner et qui hier nous paraissait si exo-

tique, nous la trouvons bien moderne et
bien civilisée aprés cette visite en pleine
Afrique, ce recul soudain dans les
¢poques antérieures! Te soir, tandis
que nous essayons de nous endormir,
nous nous demandons si cette foule est
toujours li, si ce défilé continue dans
cette ville étrange, nous essayons en vain
de nous représenter ces ruelles étroites
envahies des ombres profondes de Ia
nuit, ces fu.mes enveloppées de burnous
blanchitres glissant dans Pobscurité, les
groupes somnolents des chameaux, les
quelques lumiéres brillantes aux devan-
tures et faisant flamboyer Por des brode-
ries et des armes, nous entendons comme
Técho de ces voix discordantes, tout se
trouille, tout s’efface bientét dans notre
cerveau Tatigué d’impressions ¢t encom-
bré d'images et les réves viennent rewm-
placer une réalité plus élrange que les
songes les plus exiravagants.

: Soraie Corxu.

Montréal.

Nous regrettons beaucoup que le der-
nier numéro de newre journal ait éié
publié lorsque nous étions en vacances.
Etant absents nous n’avons pu surveiller
les fautes et l'insertion des arlicles.
Nous osons assurer & nos lecteurs qu’il
n’en sera pas ainsi & Pavenir et nous leur
demandons de bien vouloir nous excuser.

La RepacTiox.
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ollege

Zote- IBook.
. STUDENT LIFE.

The brief Chiristinas holidays are past.
They come at a season when wearied
nature calls for a respite, and afford 2
pleasant relaxation after the labor of
exams, which seem to accompany them
as neecessary cvils. Many of our number
took advantage of the opportunity, and
journeyed to various pluces seeking
rest. Whether ther found it or not is
doabtful. To some, the society of their
friends appealed with peculiar” force,
others paraded their treasureé theologi-
cal productions to admiring audiences
in the mission stations to which they
were sent. A few who were mere cour-
ageous, braved the loncliness and re-
mained in residence. All are now re-
turned to college. Experiences of vari-
ous kinds arc in order. but the trouble-
some cold is the most cormon experi-
cnce of all.

Ve 1miss the presence of Mr. J. S
Thomson who has breen obliged to drop
his theological studices, ut least for a
time. WThe DLest wiskes of his fellow-
students go with Mr. Thomson, and in
whatever denartment of life his lot may
be cast, we svish bim happiness and
success.

During ~vacation, our fellow-student,
AIr. W Patterson, was called upon to
mourn ti:e death of his mother. Our
seasen of natural joxr was fo him b
time of deep sarrow. We take this oc-
casion of assuriny Mr. Patterson of the
sympathy which our community fecls
for Lim in his bereavement. Jdp that
liond of fricndship which 2 college life
cements, we have learned to esteem our
companiow’'s genial qualitics, and we
look. in somecthing approaching o per-
sonal way. upon the sorrows which

darken the pathway of any member of
our band.

Among our recent visitors we have
had two Western men, the Rev. Prof.
Baird, of Manitoba College, Winnipeg,
and the Rev. C. W. Gordon of the same
city.  Bothhr gentlemen bave rendered
great service in the Western mission
ficld of our Church. Their presence
secmed to bring us more in touch with
the interests of Presbyterianism in the
newer regions of the YWest.

1We were also favored by a call from
Mr. A. C. Bryan, of Kingston. Mr.
Bryan is i graduate of the Arts Fac-
ulty of McGill, and is now pursuing Lis
theological studies in Queen's College.

* Let me compose the songs of 2 coun-

v, and I'll not be particular who makes
the Inws™ This is a1 loose rendering of
an old saying. Judged in this way. the

uabrinn bard of the Old Building
should exert a deep influence on his
neighbors. Much interest is atiached to
the new hymmnal that is making its ap-
pearance under his cditorship. Some of
the sclections are said to have special
merit, aud a hitherto unknown musician
who bails from Ontuario, is renidering
assistance by sctting some of the picces
to Canadian tunes of his own composi-
tion.

Tradihg on another’s reputation is not
ahways profitable. And G———— says
he was rather embarrassed when recent-
Iy attending 2 prayer meeting in a city
church, onc of tie elders censoled bim
by the assurance, * We did not oxpect
much from you,” but as the conversa-
Hion procecded, he found that his com-
forter had been assuming that he was
talking with Mr. B .
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One of our seniors has been sick late-
ly. So sick that he felt that remedies
of more than ordinary power wcre need-
ed to drive away his ccld. Seceing his
friend about to gc down town for a
walk, he requested him to go to a drug
store and get a couple of two-ounce qui-
nine pills. His friend, supposing it to
be an extreme case, presented himself
before the counter of the store, and
startled the clerks with his large-sized
request. Whether the order was filled
has not been stated.

Another old document has come 1o
light. This time the antiquaries of the
Norrice Hall have the honor of uncarth-
ing it. Tt tells of a recreation which
barbarians praclised often in the dark
ages, and bears title, “ A trick of the
plarful student whereby lhie bezuileth
the innocent.” We submit an extract
< He is wearied and pusheth aside his
book. He stoppeth not to arrange his
toilet, but goeth forth boldly to visit his
neighbor, hoping that peradventure his
friend may have eatables in his closet
and will bring forth his supplies accord-
jng to the laws which overn boon com-
panionship. Instead. he findeth the
aforesaid neighbor eatertaining a fair
cousin, and straightway retreateth from
his domains. Beeause hie hath not been
formally introduced he snith in his
heart, ‘I shall be avenged.” He gocth
forth to cnsnare the innocent and soon
findeth one. He saith unto him, ‘Thy
neighbor is desirous to see thee,’ which
desire is far from the heart of his neigh-
bor at that particular scason. though
the innocent understandeth not. but
walketh in boldly and retireth with ex-
pedition and confusion of face. forget-
ting to apologize. Thereupon the inuo-
cent findeth another of his kind. and thie
act is repeated. After the manner of
the newspaper story, this is continued in
the next and the next after, while in-
terest grows with cach instalment. The
lair one congratulates her friend on the
number and appearance of his friends
as she riseth {o depart. The host gal-
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lantly escorts her to the door, while his
callers assemble in the corridor and dis-
cuss similar situations.”

The attendance on some of the college
sociceties has not been what it should
be of late. “he weekly Thursday even-
ing prayer-meeting and the Literary So-
ciety have both suffered in this respeet.
The pressure of work in connection with
examinations so often pleaded toward
the close of 2 term is scarcely in place
just now. The work of these societies
should interest everyone, and all should
be present wien possible.

Dr. MacVicar has introduced, a neyw
and interesting feature in the class of
systematic theology. Fractical subjeets
are assigned to men of the third year
for brief discussion and expogilion. Sev-
cral have heen heard from in this way,
and the discussions have been found
very profitable by those why listen. The
criticisms elicited, have served {o cm-
phasize many theological truths

Class room No. 1 has been the scene
of 2 good many attempis at pulpit ora-
torr. This winter is witnessing a repe-
{ition of i{he bygone days. Since Xmas,
classes have been resumed. and sermons
and homilies are being worked off with
all possible expedition. The audicences
are not always the most inspiring, but
there is enough of variety to sustain in-
terest. We are not sure whether the
audience or the speaker is most deservy-
ing of sympathy. The former are kept
very watchful, for they kunow not whut
a Jday or a class exercise may bring
forth.

The age of chivalry is past. but the
period of warfare is not yeot over. Itis
natural that the invenlive gcenius of
some should Le turned to the improve-
ment of weapons of attack and defence.
The instruments of warfarc will herein-
after be constructed on a new and more
cffective plan. Range and accuracy of
aim are among the imwroved features
of the now arms. To mention the names
of the inventors would bie to Letray the
confidence of the war office, and these
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things are necessarily secrets. It may
be of interest to know that so fuar they
have been considered satisfactory after
thorough testing. '

The Sabbath morning service of Jau.
20th was conducted by Prof. Ross. The
speaker based his remarks on thie words.
“IExcept a4 man take up his eross and
follow Mec, lie is not worthy of Ae.
I'rom this the lesson was drawn that
self-sacrifice in the cause of duty should
be willingly made by those intending for
the Gospel ministry.

Sayings and Doings abont College :—

“X wish to remiark emphatically that
he should be told with an cmphasis that
the students mean {o ecmphasize the
fact that they have rixghts to be respect-
ed."

Extract from an after-dinner speech:—
“1 felt X lmg to go,” and he went with

a majority of the students to the Laurier
meeting in Windsor Hall

Just returned from his vacation, “I
saw her, and she was true as steele.”

Wm. was out and George treated the
flat.

The honor declined :—* Won't take it
for I can't raise the tin to carry me
theve.”

Enquiring friend—* Are you busy to-
night 2”7

Diligent Student—** Rather, I'm dig-
ging for Hebrew roots.”

“Behold the bearded monster '™

“Yine up Boys!™ And the cold
stream came straightway and cooled the
polemic ardor of the disputants, who
stood not on the ovder of their going,
but got at once to the shelter of their
rooms.

IL L. MURRAY.

Presbyterian College.

REPORTER'S FOLIO.

Lhalosophical and Literary Socicly :—

The first regular mecting of this so-
ciety since the holidays, was held on
Friday evening. the 1Sth of Jan., the
President in the chair. After the open-
ing excreises and reading of minutes of
previous meeting, the business was dis-
posed of. It was resolved to remind the
students of their duty in respect to the
matter of the payment of fees. It was
moved by Mr. J. & Gordon, scconded by
Alr. T. A. Sadler, that the competition
for prizes in speaking and reading be
held, if convenient for the judges, on
Friday evening the 15th of February.
The resolution was unanimously car-
ried. It was further recommended that
the President remind the students that
speakers in the coming contest. will be
limited to fifteen ninutes each. M.
Sadler gave notice of motion that, at
the next regular meeting of the society.
he would bring in a motion regarding a

change in the constitution, touching sec-
tion five, clause four.

The literary part of the programine
was then proceeded with. The society
was treated to a selection by the Glee
Club, which was well rendered. Mr.
Curdy next entertained the society with
a reading, which he gave in good Par-
isian Irenchi. 2Nessrs. McLaren and
McCallum then gave a violin duet, whicl:
was highly appreciated by those pre-
sent.

Owing to the absence of 2 number of
the debaters, the subject announced was
not discussed. Instead of the regular
dcbate, a number of members were ask-
c¢d to speak on some practical subjects.
The first speaker called on was Mr. G.
D. Irelaud. His subject was :—*The
Benefits of our Society to Students and
their Obligations to it.” He spoke for
some time in a rather fluent manner,
presenting many good ideas and throw-
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ing out some helpful hints for the im-
provement of the society. His speech
throughout was good, and should have
the effect of stirring many of the in-
different members to greater interest in
this work.

Mr. J. P. Mclnnis next discussed the
question, * Should clericals be worn ;”
as might be expected of one who in the
course of a few months expeets to en-
joy that privilege, he strongly advocated
the propriety of such a practice. Mr.
Sadler spoke for some time on. ‘“ Which
is the most important subject in our
Theological Course.” He pointed out
the fact that opinions "of different
denominations differ on this point,
but passing from the speculative to
the practical phase of the question,
he strongly argued in favor of the
importance of systematic theology. Then
followed an eloquent address by Mr
Geo. Gilmore, on that important point,
“ How are we fo determine the field in
which we should labor ?” TFirst, he said
by the call of the Spirit. Next, the needs
of a field should be a helpful means of
enabling us to determine this question.
We should not shrink from the task of
doing work in a difficult field, provided
we have the ability. Again, the student
should not allow any seclfish motives to
weigh with him in choosing a field of
labor. At the same time hie urged that
a student’s capacity for work should be
carvefully considered, his physical con-
stitution should be regarded in selecting
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a field. His speech was extremely prac-
tical. Mr. J. S. Gordon finished this
part of the programme by an exhaustive
discussion on the guestion “ How are we
called to the ministry ?” He pointed
out several ways by which we may
know this. It may be, he said, the in-
fluence of a godly home ; the contrast
between the circumstance there and
those about the home, suggest the needs
of the Master's work for laborers. Then
too, there are considerations to be taken
into account in accepting that cail, the
mental calibre of a student should not
be ignored. He told an airusing but
pvinted story of a candidate for the
ministry, who, on presenting himself to
the committee, urged that he evidently
was called to the ministry because he
had failed at everything else. “Do not
go into the ministry if you can help it,”
he said; was the*wise counsel of the
Rev. Mr. Fraser Campbell, the sugges-
tion is full of wisdom.

Mzr. Stephen Young acted as critic and
gave a neat summary of the whole pro-
gramme. The meeting then adjourned.

Missionary Sociely - —

This society has held two meetings
since the holidays, both of which were
addressed by returned missionaries, the
Revs. J. Fraser Campbell ‘gnd W. J.
Jamieson. A short account of their ad-
dressés appears in the missionary de-
partment. GEO. WEIR.

Presbyterian College.

— YRR ——
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The Rev. W. J. Jamieson, of Neemuch,
India, spoke on the afternoon of the
1Sth of January, of his work, to a large
gaﬂ'xcring of the students in No. 1 class
room. His address was very instructive
and contained a great deal that was
new to all of us. Our hearts went out

to those benighied people, and we real-
ized more than cver before perhaps, the
words of Paul in Rom. viii., 22 and 23.
This may be said in a very true sense of
the people of India, who are grogning
under their sin and superstition. e
who have often thought of India and its
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needs, had our sympathies increased to
a greater extent on learing of its -con-
dition. Mr. Jamieson is getting quite
strong again, he has beeh doing good
work since his return : until the present
he has Dbeen working in the Quebec
Presbytery, but recently he has adi}fess-
ed some of the congregations in the city.
On Sabbatli, Jan. 20ih, he is to preach
to the Rev. Dr. Paterson’s congregation,
St. Andrews, Que., and other churches
in that neighborhood. 1We trust that he
will be used to stir up all those who love
the Lord Jesus, to a greater interest in
the work at home and abroad. Our
Lord, when on earth, was filled with
compassion when hie looked on the mul-
titudes scattered as sheep having no
shepherd, and since He has gone to the
Father's right hand, how often has He
yearned over the lost! This is the
spirit of Christ, and®if any man have
not the spirit of Christ he is none of His.

There is a very energetic Lranch of
the . I M. 8. in the Presbyterian
Church, Carman, Man. The pastor, Mr.
H. C. Sutherland, B.A., must feel very
much cncouraged by the interest taken
in foreign work by the ladies of his con-
gregation.

The Rev. }V. L. Clay recently preached
a sermon on the death of statesmen,
from Isaiah iii, 1-2. His sermon was
practical throughout and designed to
benefit his congregation. The death of
Sir John Thompson occasioned the dis-
course, from which we quote the follow-
ing lessons, viz.:—The vanity of human
dependence, tbe pettiness of party strife
when death waves his skeleton arm over
the arena, the uncertainty of human
affairs and the nearness of cternity ;
that death is certain for all, and the
need that all should ever be prepared
for it °*

The Rev. D. Mackay, of, Addison, N.Y.,
has recently entered his mew church,
which is'a brick structure and built on
the site of the old ome which was de-
stroyed Dy fire. A pew manse also was
built by his people, who put forth every
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effort to make it all that could be de-
sired. Mr. Mackay, who graduated
about ten years ago from our college,
was settled at Fort Covington for about
seven years ; at the end of that time he
removed to Addison, where he has made
many friends, not ounly among those
under his special care, but also those of
other denominations hold him in high
esteem.

The Rev. L. R. Bouchard is paying a
visit to his Alma Muter. He has been
engaged in mission work at Miscou Bay,
N.B., for some time, but has recently
received a call to Joliette, which he has.
accepted. ‘

The Rev. W. 1. D. Moss, B.A., is tem-
porary suceessor to the Rev. A W.
Mahon, who last autumn resigned the
pastoral charge of St. Columba’s Church,
St. Peter’s Road, P.IE.I. The' church is.
about six miles from Charlottetown, in
one of the most beautiful parts of that
beautiful island. The people are cultur-
ed and prosperous, and as we should ex-
pect, men not slow to appreciate Alr.
Moss as 2 man and as a preacher.

The Rev. R. Ballantypne bas been
laboring at Tamworth, Ont, and in
connection with it, two other stations.
He has been very successful in his work;
through his effort the mission has been
organized into a congregation. We are
very pleased to lear of his success. -
Mr. Ballantyne  visited his home at
AMontreal West during the holidays. e
also heard that his people are busily
engaged in building the manse. I am
afraid we are not yet through teiling
the work of that “ Sly, winsome little
scamp, Cupid ” among the graduates of
last year’s clnss.

The Rev. J. McC. Eellock was recently
inducted to the charge of Morewood,
where he is succeeding splendidly. The
congregation, as a manifestation of their
esteem, presented him with a costly fur
coat. That these desirable relations
may continue between.pastor and people,
is the wish of his fellow-students.

Sudbury is a flourishing little town
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situated on the C.P.R., about one hun-
dred miles west of North Bay, and in
the best nickel distriet in QCanada. In
this town the Rev. S. Rondeau has been
laboring with success. He took charge
of the work when it was a mission,
which now has the status of an aug-
mented congregation. A new manse was
erected recently.

The Rev. E. D. Peiletier, who removed
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from TWebbwood .to Chelmsford, Ont.,
is carnestly laboring for the salvation
of his French fellow-countrymen. These
men who are striving to bring the light
of the Gospel of Jesds Clrist to their
brethren, need our sympathy aad sup-
port in the great work in which they are
engaged.
A. MACGREGOR.
Presbyterian College.

Ethics

of Theological Seminaries.—

IWhat the students are there, the min-
isters of the country will be by-and-by.
And, while the discipline of the authori-
- ties, and the exhortations and examples
of professors may do something, the
tcne of the college is determined by the
students themselves. The state of feel-
ing in a theological seminary ought to
be such that any man living a life in-
consistent with his future profession,
should feel thoroughly uncomfortable, ~
and have the conviction driven home
upon his conscicnce every day, that the
ministry is no place for him.—"“The
Preacher and his Models,”—Stalker.
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OUR EXCHANGES.

A change is visible in the appearance
of several of aur exchanges for last
month. Tasty covers, impreved print-
ing, st'perior paper, and in some, special
literary features all go to remind us

that they are Xmas numbers. The
“ Presbyterian College Journal,” that

observes neither times nor seasons, but
esteems cvery day alike, fully appreci-
ates those contemporaries that put on
a special garb at this season. But much
as we may admire covers, we realize
that this department has chicfly to do
with that which lies between them.

YWe have before us the “Xing's Col-
lege Record,” published at WWindsor,
N.S. Its special Xmas number has por-
traits of three well-known Canadian
writers, Prof. Roberts, Bliss Carman
and A.Lampman. We do not know that
stories of any kind are exactly in the
province of a college paper, but it is
only fair to say that those of our ex-
change have genuine worth. The mus-
ings of the mysterious * Commoner”
are always interesting.

The Xmas number of * Varsity” is
very readable. Among other contribu-
tions, Prof. Alexander writes on “ Some
Advantages of a Classical Education.”
And Dr. Bourinot has an interesiing his-
torical sketch of ¢ Louisbourg from 1720-
18¢4.” The general appearance of this
paper is very neat and attractive.

“The Magazine of Travel,” is a new
visitor at our sanctum, yef one of a kind
long hoped for. It presents attractive
pen and pencil pictures of ramblings in
many lands. The reader gets a2 free
trip to Mexico and Southern California,
and spends a summer in Alaskan
waters, and enjoys other privileges
without the small inconvenience of dis-

turbing an hour’s pleasant reading,
The illustrations are especially good.”

“The MacMaster University dMonthly”
is to hand. The January issuc contains
an interesting article on * Francis
Beacon,” that displays considerable re-
search. But “ A Forecast Retrospect”
might be expected to naturally bewilder
a reader, and my power of criticism
cannot do justice to “ILife in the North-
West,” by five girls from Manitoba, so
it was referred to the editor of another
column, who is reputed to be an autho-
rity on that subject.

Presbyterianism in the Maritime Pro-
vinces is fortunate in having such a
paper as “The Presbylerian Witness,”
of Haliftax. It keeps us familiar with
the Church news of its constituency,
and deserves a high place as a family
paper, while editorially \it manfully con-
tends for the faith which it believes to
have been once committed to the saints.

The December number of the “ Sack-
ville Argosy,” is largely filled with local
matter. It is cmbellished by two por-
traits, and accompanying biographical
sketches, but is marred by poor print-
ing. It is a little wearisome to have to
cendure that old claim of being first in
co-education of the sexes, and in aboli-
tion of hazing practices among Ameri-
can celleges. The claim has never been
satisfactorily established though often
repeated.  We regret that the college
world has never acknowledged what it
owes to Mount Allison’s example. It is
to be feared that it never knew. Of a
truth, .

“Many a flower is born to blush un-

seen.” :
H. T. MURRAY.

Presbyterian College.

—_—  RRRR——

How hard to say “Not my will but Thine be done.”—Selected.
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E= ditorials.

Tariff Mending vs. Prolibition :—

One of the most important events in
the city of Montreal during the month
of January was the large meeting of
the Liberals in Windsor Hall, addressed
by the Hon. Wilfred Laurier, Sir Oliver
Mowat and Mr. Wm. Pateison, M.P.
These gentlemen presented the platform
of their party, and the last plank in it
in the order of enumeration was Tem-
perance, upon which we wish to say
something.

Mr. Laurier read to the meeting the
public questions upon which the Liberal
party has a policy, and the manner in
which he passed over Temperance,
would lead us to Dbelieve that he
thought it of liitle importance, or, at
the best, did not want to give it public
prominence. His voice did not dwell in
strength and conviction upon it, like it
did upon the words “ Revenue Tariff,”
and comsequently we think he did not
begin to have the same regard for our
subject as he had for the success of his
reforming tariff ; that he did not care
so much for the overthrow of the liquor
traffic, as for that of Protection.

With all due respect to Mr. Laurier
and his colleagues, and thanking them
for the promise of 2 Dominion plebis-
cite, we believe that their judgment
here is not the best. We do not say
that Protection should not be over-
thrown,—we arc not here giving our
opinion upon that—but we say that the
iiquor traffic is such a financial loss to
our country that it should be over-
thrown, and we beliecve that a much
greater need of the times is the total
suppression of that business than the
reform of tariffs. Oppression from tar-
iffs is an infinitesimally small evil com-
pared with the damnable ravages of
the traffic in strong drink. And we be-
lieve that the highest and best states-
manship calls for the abolition of this

business, and the setting-up of the era
of total Prohibition. We laugh in de-

rision at the herculanean efforts that

men are making to reform tariffs, to
make themselves freer and richer, and
yet they keep in their midst that which
takes away tenfold more liberty and
wealth than any tariff. The Hon. Mr.
Paterson called and shouted that even-
ing for freedom, ay, yes, freedom, and
yet, have we anything in Canada, ex-
cept perhaps the love of luxury, that
shackles us more than the irade in in-
toxicating liquors ? If the politicians
of Dboth sides want to make Capnada
better, if their hearts would beat and
bleed with the truest patriotism, let
them give their attention to wiping out
the liquor business, and after that, the
tariff problems will sobn be righted,
Our opinion is that the use of liquor so
deadens the moral sense of a nation
that it cannot help legislating selfishily
and doing wrong. If liquor be wiped
out, men will recognize the right more
distinetly, and be less selfish.

‘While politicians and statesmen give
their attention to the mending of tar-
iffs instead of to the liquor business,
they are penny wise and pound foolish.
We hear great complaints from Mani-
toba and the North-West, about hard
times and financial stringency ; there
the Patrons of Industry have passed
motions asking for the lowering of the
tarift on certain articles of common
use, the tariff oppresses them they cry.
Poor fellows! Viewed from only the
financial standpoint, and to state it
mildly, there is five, yes, ten times the
oppression upon them from the pres-
ence of the liquor traffic that there is
from high custom duties. But the
North-West is not alone here. Eastern
Canada is fearfully cursed, wasting
large sums of money. Take any of our
towns, and in thém we find that theré

ke S Pa v

t

Ml i e 6 e e eale

[ N R



266

is as much, if not more, money spent
for liguors than for all food. We stu-
dents who have worked in communi-
ties where liquor is so_ld. know that
there ave many families that are ill-fed,
ill-clad, aye, starving and nalked, be-
cause of the liyuor traflic, because of
the awful temptations it puts in the
way of men to cause them to fall.

The liquor traflic is a fearful incu-
bus on ordinary trade. How many bad
debts it makes! How many failures
are due to the abuse of liquor! ‘The
most advantageous, and, may we say ?
most level-headed, movement that all
true lovers of our country can make, is
t» abolish the liquor business. There
are millions in it, a veritable gold mine.
If politicians want to make the Dbest
stroke to benefit the trade of Canada,
let them abolish the liquor traffic.
There is much more profit in that, to
the country as a whole, than in the best
advantages of Protection to a Conserva-
tive, or Free Mrade to a Liberal. May
the Almighty open our eyes!

Sifting :—

Seldom, if ever, in the history of
Canada, have more determined efforts
been made to detect and repress cor-
ruption and fraud than during the year
that has just closed.

The press has well nigh surfeited its
readers with word pictures, cuts and
cartoons of cities, towns and rural
municipalities, sifting their councils,
boards and other institutions, to save
the public funds and make room for
honorable men. The investigations
made bhave not been fruitless. The
public mind has been awakened from
its lethargy, and most painful disclos-
ures have Leen made.

The excessive putridity of our repre-
sentative bodies and other public insti-
tutions, bhave heaped disgrace upon us,
and tarnished the good name of our
fair country. . Well may we ask,
whither are we drifting, to whom dous
the responsibility attach, and what can
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be done to prevent the recurrence of
corrupt practices, not the least ¢f <which
is the appropriation of public funds for
the attainmentof personaland selfishends.

That such disclosures manifest a de-
ploxable state of affairs, if 1ot a low
degree of social morality, we must all
admit. That they exhibit the abuse of
the franchise and treason against God
and good government, we cannot very
well deny. Doubtless, much blame at-
taches to those who have been sifted
out, but, since they have received their
reward, let us who are honest Chris-
tians and citizens of unquestioned in-
tegrity of purpose, carry the inquiry
further, and, throwing ourselves into
the great hopper of truth and good citi-
zenship, submit to a sifting process,
and so determine the weight of cou-
demnation which rests upon our own
shoulders.

It is, perhaps, not too much to say,
that oune-half of Christian people, and
certainly a much less yproportion of
others, mnever consider the spiritual
qualifications of an aspirant to a posi-
tion of public responsibility. They may
fervently -pray for good government,
and such legislation as will best pro-
moté the interests of Christ's kingdom.
They may entreat the Giver of all good
for a pure judiciary, God-fearing rulers
and otker servants of state, but, alas,
how often they forget that God has
conceded this responsibility to them-
selves, and expects, ay, even demands,
that they be not recreant to duty, but
perforin the functions of their position
faithfully and honcrably “as unto the
Lord, and not unto men.” Enter our
legislative nalls, our council chambers,
or our educational boards; learn the
life and character of the members of
our judiciary cven, and you will find
men, appointed forsooth by Christian
clectors and Chbristian representative
bodlies, who would be considered a dis-
grace to the ancient Roman Senate,
even from a moral standpoint, and yet,
they are there by our vote.
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It is the height of folly to look for
rightecousness and purity from those
who, fear not God, nor make Christ
their standard of morality. It is equal-
Iy preposterous to elect unbelievers to
seats in the House of Commons, the
City Hall, or other council®chambers,
and cxpect them to be true to their
trust, politically pure and wholly de-
voted to the public good.

If, then, we would save ourselves
from the opprobrium which has attach-
ed to public offices throughout the
length and breadth of our land, the re-
medy is not far to seek. It lies with
ourselves, can be immediately applied,
and consists in making Christian char-
acter the prime qualifieation for public
oftice.

History, both sacred and profane,
speaks loudly on this point. It reveals
the inseparable connection between un-
belief and corruption, national calami-
ties due to wicked rulers and officials,
and a degree of widespread viee ex-
tending its contaminating influence,
not only without, but within the pale
of the Christian Church, owing to tue
shelter afforded it in official circles.

This is a matter on whick we must
take a decided stand. It concerns our
own welfare, the welfare of society and
the prestige of our country. It goes
even further, and coneerns our relation
to God, who demands Christlike action
at the polls as ivell as in the sanctuary.

The Church has not lost sight of the
terrible respousibility incurred through
the abuse of the franchise, and has
been making spasmodic efforts to right
herself on this question. Her faithful
pastors have spoken in tones that cau-
not be misunderstood, and yet, there is
most urgent neced for thorough sifting,
that every individual member will have
a keen sense of his responsibility to
God and his obligations to man every

time he_casts his vote.
** Let your truth stand sure,
And the world is true ;
Let your heart keep pure
And the world will too.”

/

* Graduates and the Mission Fields:

We publish the following extract from
a recent issue of the “ Canada Presby-
terian,” and would say that, excepting
for a few special cases that could arise,
we think this is perfectly right :—

“he Home Mission Committee (Wes-
tern Section) have asked the General
Assembly to enaet that all graduating
students and ministers received from
other churches be required to give oue

year’'s service in the mission field be-’

fore being eligible for a call. Opposi-
tion to this proposal will come mainly
from students and from vacant congre-
gations. At Dottom, the question is
whether students and vacant congrega-
tions rule the Church. The question is
an old one, and, during all the time it
has been discussed, we have never
lheard half-a-dozen fairly good judges
say the arrangement would not be high-
1y beneficial to the Church as 2 whole.
1t should be remembered, too, that the
best students always carry out loyally
and enthusiastically any rcasonable re-
gulations the Church may make. It
would be casy to name ministers now
occupying influential positions in the
Church, who voluntarily gave more than
a year after graduation to Home Mis-
sion work. Let the regulation be made,
and students who do not like it can
apply any remedy they deem proper.
The best students will always be will-
ing io do what the Church needs to
have done. As regards ministers from
other churches, if they "do not like our
regulations they can remain away.
There is no special need for them, and
there is special need for good men on
the Home Mission field. The opposition
that comes from vacancies—some of
them may bave evicted their old pastors
—should nct Le considered very formid-
able. The Church should not be ruled
by its vacancies ; and, anyway, a gradu-
ate with a year's experience in* the
mission field is likeiy to make the best
pastor.
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TALKS ON BOOKS.

Messrs. W. Drysdale & Company, ouf
College booksellers, bave kindly come to
the 'alkelr's relief. One Saturday morn-
ing the package of literature arrived ;
but the work of proof correcting for
other organs’of public opinion, withheld
his eyes from the contents of the vol-
umes, and stayed the hand of the seribe.
In the afternoon, a brother professor
came to lure the hermit from his den,
and his visit was the occasion of a long
walk in western country roads, during
which we conversed, more or less in-
telligently, “de omnibus rebus.” In
the evening, baving neither lecture ror
sermon to deliver on the morrow, I
settled down to ¢ Trilby,” and finished
it long Defore bed-time. It is written
and illustrated by George Du Maurier,
the well-known artist of * Puneh.” Har-
per’s edition consists of 4G4 well printed
octavo pages, and 120 excellent illustra-
tions, making externally a very nice
book.

“Prilby ” is 2 bohemian story, with-
out the capital B ; and Trilby O’Fay-2{l
drawn as one of the loveliest and
brightest of unsophisticated and inno-
cent creatures, is bohemian teo. Con-
ventional people, and there is a great
deal that is necessary and right in con-
ventionalism when not pushed too far,
will be shocked by pictures of bohemian
life. Paris and London are the chief
scenes in the drama, for “ Trilby ¥ is a
tragedy. In the former city, besides
Trilby, a beautiful waif of an artist’s
model, the relic of a drunken father,
once a fellow T.C.D., the chief ¢harac-
ters are three young English artists,
nicknamed Taffy, the Laird, and Little
Billee, and an enthusiastic musician,
Svengali. All four are in love with the
model, and Billee is only prevented from
marrying her by the interposition of
his mother and her spiritual adviser.

Trilby is lost for a time, but reappears
under the care of Svengali, bearing his
name, and achieving unheard of sueccess
as a vocalist, in many capitals. Entire-
ly deficient of natural ear for music,
the enthusiast has so succeeded in hyp-
notizing her, that his own musicdl soul
has taken possessiim of her voice, en-
dowed with marvellous compass. He
dies of apoplexy, at the sight of her
three artist admirers met to hear her
sing in London ; and at once her powers
desert her. Her musical career becomes
a blank in her mind, and she is a child
again with the three young men. But
she fades rapidly to the grave, and Little
Billee follows her.

The best features in the book are the
transparent honesty and unconscious
purity of Trilby, and the ardent friend-
ship of the three artists, traits always
wortliy of admiration. I did not detect
anything even wickedly suggestive in
its morality, but it is decidedly uncbris-
tian. Mr. Du Maurier did not need to
go out of his way to make Little Billee
talk to his dog and to a certain vicar,
what most Christian people would call
blasphemies ; and it was.far from being
a clever thing to make the -irreligious
lad the pervérter of the said vicar’s
faith by means of a mere travesty of
Bible doctrine. An author does not ve-
cessarily homologate all the opinions of
the characters he draws, any more than
the Scriptures endorse Satan; but, as
the author of * 'l‘rilby ? furnishes no
kind of antidote to Little Billee's rant,
it is hardly unfair to.set him and his
book down as agnostic. We have to
meet infldels, agnostics and atheists in
the world, and to be civil to them, even
praising in their work what we see to
be good ; bur we cannot commend a life
that fails to recognize God and revela-
tion, even if that life lie only in a book.
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Therc is much in narrow creeds, in con-
ventional religious life, and in certain
phases of ministerial and church-mem-
bership character, worthy of ridicule
and condemnation; yet the salt that
has lost its savor is no valid ground for
rejecting the real article which saves
the world from corruption. I should
very much pity the sc-called Chris-
tianity of anyone, young or old, that the
book called “ Trilby * could shake by a
hair’s breadth.

Dr. A.J. Gordon’s “Xcce Venit,” “Be-
hold ¥e Cometh,” is a good-looking book
of 300 pages, divided into three parts,
in which the Second Advent is IForetold.
Forfeited and Fulfilied. Dr. Gordon of
Boston lets you know that he.is a Bap-
tist, and that no one who looks for the sc-
cond coming of Christ ought to be any-
thing else. He is a pre-millenarian, and
argues for a literal interpretation of
Scripture. He is an Iistorical Pre-
millenarian, believing that Anti-Christ
has come, and not a Futurist. Anti-
christ is the Papacy, which forfeits the
Second Advent, and those of us who
cannot quite see Rome in that ligh!, are
aiders and gabettors of the great apos-
tacy. Israel is coming back to dwell in
the literal Palestine; and this earth,
purified by fire, is to bLe the saints’
heaven. The benefits of redemption are
to extend to all living creatures, not
willingly subject to bondage, and to all
worlds. The book is able and cven
learned, and well worth perusal, what-
ever may be the reader’s own views.
An_ occasional Greek word, not neces-
sarily pedantie, may interfere with the
comfort of the plain Inglish scholar,
but, on the whole, it is cminently read-
able. Dr. Gordon will have the leaven
in the kingdom of heaven parable 1o be
2 pernjcious influence, giving the usual
pessimist view of the Church, which
pre-millenarians take.

Pre-millenarians are ot the only
people who look for Christ's second ap-
pearance without sin unto salvation.
All Christians look for it, ané, in accord-
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ance with their hope, pray daiiy, * Thy
kingdom come.” They do more: they
work for it, which many pre-millen-
arians do not. To ‘'make arithmetical
caleulations from the prephecies, narrow
up the little exclusive eircle of the elect,
and sit with folded hands waiting for
the day to come when our fellow-crea-
tures who do not quite see cye to eye
with us will be destroyed, is a queer
way of ‘“hasting unto the coming of
the day of God.” Still, there have been
and doubtless are yet, some very fine
characters in tlie pre-millenavian ranks,
poetical souls lilke the Bonars, and even
a few scholars. Wken Dr. Gordon, how-
ever, annexes Luther and Cranmer,
Ridley and Knox, he might as well go
farther and annex us all, for the ad-
vent they held we believe in also..

A very amuwiung theological boolk is
“The Origin of Sin, and Dotted Words
in the Hebrew Bible,” by Emily Oliver
Gibbes, of somewhere in the United
Ctates. It is published by Dillingham
& Co., of New York. The Garden of
Eden is Heaven, whence Satan fell to
our carth, being broken to picces in the
process. The picees of the arch adver-
sary, by gradual evolution, produced
mankind. Hence the author holds the
old Gnostic and Manichacan principle,
that matter is essentially evil, and is
the cause of all evil to spirit, which is
diametrically epposed to the teaching of
Christ. But this-is only a trifle in the
strange omnium gatherum of a reading
woman’s fantastic thinking. She is
deeply in earnest, and publishes her
book, knowing that she will be called
“a weak, ignorant wo:man.” Would
that her execution had been equal to
her intentién ! In finding parallel New
Toestament passages to the dotted ones
of the Old, her labor has been largely in
vain. There are some good old thoughts
in the book on Jesus Christ, and jn that
on Bible Women ; but the author should
have left the Religions of the Rast,
Science, and kindred themes, to writers
who know sometbing about them. Her
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most original thought, and the most
comical, were it not on sueh a serious
subject, is that protoplasm is broken up
Satan. Miss Gibbes belongs to the Epis-
copal Church, and argues as warmly as
the Episcopal Methodist Samantha, for
Church recognition of women. She is
hardly orthodox enough for the average
pulpit, but, so far as she understands
her Saviour, she is His devoul worship-
per : and in this fact 1 find a large sav-
ing clause of charitable judgment.

A large octavo volume of 540 pages is
Professor Orr's “ Christian View of God
and the World as Centring in the In-
carnation,” being the Xerr Leetures for
1890-91. Dr. Orr is Professor of Church
History in the United Presbyterian Col-
leze, Edinburgh, and his book cstab-
lishes him as a man of larze scholar-
ship. If anyone doubts that Theology
is a science, let him look into his pages.
Tie will find a discussion of the views
of all the metaphysicians, physicists,
Biblical critics. agnosties, and such sup-
posed divergents from orthodoxy as
Bochme, Erskine of Linlathen; Camp-
bell, of Row; Ritschl. Pushnell, White
and Kaftan. It is hard to place Dr.
Orr's book. whicii combines apologzy
with history of doctrine, dogmatics with
polemics, anad lays all fields of literature
under tribute. There is an evident fair-
ness in his dealing with the opinions of
those from whom he differs. which is
pleasing. His matter is in good order,
and his arguments are well marshalled.
IWhile very far from being doctrinally
narrow, he may be called fairly conser-
vative, so thal no one neced fear to be
startled br the Christian view. On all
cardinal doctrines his views are those
of inoderate orthodoxy, and his general
expression may be characterized as
cautious.

T'rofessor A. B. Bruce's “ St Paul's
Conception of Christianity,” is not so
1arge a hook as Professor Orr's. and its
references are comparatively few. It
analyzes the four generally reccived
cpistles, shows the relation of Taul's

history {o his docirine, and then pro-
ceeds to deal with the principal subjects
of the apostle’s teaching. Such are the
docirines of Sin, of Divine Rightcous-
ness, of the Death of Christ, Adoption,
TFaith, the Holy Spirit, Flesh and Spirit,
The Law, Christian Life, "The Churceh,
Last Things. In treating of the election
of Israel, he says :—*These chapters of
the Epistle {o the Romans have been, by
scholastic thicology, put to uses for which
they were never intended. They ave not
a contribution to the doctrine of the
cternal predestination of individuals to
everlasting life or death. Their theine
is not the clection of individuals, but of
a people” Like Professor Orr. Dr.
Rruce does not commit himsclf on the
theme of Eschatology or The Last
Things. His analysis of the cpistles
and presentation of their doctrines are
carefully and exhaustively done, with
A not infelicitous style now well known.
Tere and there one meets with a fresh
thought, but there is the sibsence of any
daring opinion or exaggerated statement.
True, the Calvinism or Augustinianism
of St Paul, {0 use an anachronism, is
ininimized. and the door opened fur a
reconciliation of the divergent theologi-
cal schools.  Students and preachers
will no doubt find * St. Paul's Concep-
tion of Christianity* useful to them, and
those church members who can enjoy
solid religious reading may find a niche
for it on their book shelves. Thus far,
Messrs. Drysdale & Compangy.

I am indebted 1o an old friend, Mr
J. C. Hamilion, LL.B., for 2 monozraph
on “John Brown in Canada,” originally
published in the “ Canadian Magazine.”
Mr. IIamilton’s researches into the his-
tory of the Negro Race in Canada, have
brought him large information on many
relaied topicss As John RBrown, whose
“soul is marching on.” was an active
opcrator in the underground railway.
the author found many traces of his
presence on Canadian soil, and these,
together with a brief history of the
mariyr philanthiropist and hi+ chief aids,
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entitled “Clews to HMHoly Writ” Its
author is Miss M. T.. G. Petrie, B.A.,

and a culogistic sketehr of his remark-
able character, he has pleasingly given
in his tweniy-page Lrochure. All who
are interested in the history of negro
cemaneipation, and who is not ¥ will read
Mr. Hawmilton’s brief record with much
satisfaction. The same writer kindly
sends me “Two Algonquin ILegends,”
contributed by him {o the “Journal of
American Folk-lore.” These were told
by the Crees of St. Petar’s Reserve, on
the Red River of the North. One ane-
counts for {he back-set legs o. the j.oon.
and the otlier tells how the raven and
thie owl became jealous of the fish-hawk
Ka-Kake, and his beautiful bride. 1t
is strange to find these Aesopian fiables
among 2 barbarous people.
“In last November's *‘ Procecedings of
the Saciety of Biblical Archacelogy.”
there is begun. an article by Tr. M.
Gaster. of great interest to students of
Biblical Criticism. It is entitled *The
Unknown Aramaic Original of Theo-
dotion’s Additions to the Book of
Daniel.” Students of Biblical Introdie-
tion are aware that the version of Theo-
dotion, made in the second century, is a
correction of the Septuagint by the aid
of the Hebrew and other texts. D
Gaster has discovered the Aramaic ori-
zinal of the additions Iie makes to the
Book of Daniel, in a tenth century rab-
binical document called * The Chron-
icle of Jerahmeel” In it]; Theodotion
is named Todos, and, under the same
designation, Dr. Gaster finds him in the
Talmuds, as a resident of Rome, a pro-
selyte, and a munificent supporter of
the Jewish rabbins, who flourished in
the time of Commodus, the unworthy
son of Alarcus Aureclius, but, at the
same time, a much kindlier man so far
as the Christians were concerned. The
conclusion of Dr. Gaster’s work will be
looked fo. with cager expectation, inas-
much as Daniel bas been. since the time
of Porphyry, a noted battle ground for
Old Testament critics.

A thoughtful member of one of my
classes has handed me for notice, a book

now JMrs. Carus-Wilson, of Montreal,
and it is an exceellent popular text book
for the systematic study of the Bible.
While it nccessiarily passes by a good
deal of critical matfer peculiar to pre-
sent day studies, the “ Clews to Xoly
Writ,” is far from being unscientific.
There is no raising up or pulling down
of inspiration to one dead level, such
as ignorant Bible enthusiasts love to
ave about, but a2 recognition of pro-
gress in man's capacity to receive di-
vine truth. IHistorical references are
well up {o date, and many works of
merit have been consulted in the com-
pilation. OQOcecasional marks of literary
raggedness appear, indicating a ““pro
re nata® origin of portions of the work,
but as a whole, it displays learning,
method, and intelligent piety, which
are three excellent things. Hoddeir &
Stoughton, of X.ondon, are the pub-
lishers of this 33S-paged book, and, no
doubt, Drysdale, Renouf, Chapman, and
the Bible House will e able to furnish
RBible students with it

A former lady pupil, in a letter from
Engiand, says, “In your list of nove-
lis.s T don't sece Ian Maclaren, but in
domestic sketches he surely ecquals
Barrie, and surpasses Crockett.,” How
these lady students show up our ignor-
ance! Yet I have scen many notices
of the series of sketches entitied ¢ Be-
side the Bonnic Briar Bush;™ and one
of my colleagues who has read them,
declares that they are unexcelled in the
twin regions of humor and pathos. Ian
Aaclaren, who is a minister in the Eng-
lish Presbyterian Church, is an author
whose literary acquaintance I shall look
forward to, when my heavy reading of
the winter months is over.

“Jacob’s Heciress,” by Amectte L.
Noble, and “ Ragweed,” by Julin Mc-
Nair Wright, are two excellent Sunday-
school library books., published by the
Presbyterian Board of Tublication, in
Philadelphia. They are very well got
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up octavos of over 300 pages. “The first
is a story of the Duteh Reformation, the
siege of Antwerp being a prominent in-
cident in the narrative, but it connects
with Reformation times in France and
in England. “Ragweed” is a Westiern
American story, the scene of which is
on the Missouri river, and tells how un-
lovely creatures, speaking uncouth Eng-
lish, were brought, by dint of divine
grace worked out in human Kindress,
to become respectable members of so-
ciety. Little touches of that practical
theology, which is leavening all thought-
ful minds, more or less, at {the present
day, appear, ecspecially in the latter
book, the burden of which is to shift
from God all responsibilily for the evil
that is in the world. The two books are
sensible, interesting, and calculated to
do good.

Dr. George Adam Smith's “ Ilistorical
Geography of the Holy Land,” is a fine
looking octavo, of near 700 pages, and
six pretty fair maps. It is a dryish
readable compilation from the authori-
ties in * Ritter’'s Comparalive Geogra-
phy of Palestine,” and such more recent
writers as Conder, Sayee, Dawson, ftam-
say, and the Palestine Ixploration
people. There is no original research in
the book, and no finality. A little poctry
and history, description of sccoery,
apologetic, and fencing with higher cri-
{ics, varies the story of this new Pales-
tine guide-book ; but definite informa-
tion is hard to find. The author thinks
the Philistines were Scmitic, but is not
sure ; thinks it safe to identify Caphtor
with the island of Crete; and thinks
the Hittites came from Taurus, in Asia
Minor; all of which are ridiculous
thoughts for any man who has studied
the Rible and the monuments oi the
East to holit.  One looks in the hook for
the great historical names of Bible an-
tiquity that are linked with geozraphi-
cal sites. such as those of Aner, Eshcol
and Mamre, the Amorites ; Ephivon, the
ittite ; the Anakim of Kirjath Arba;
Chushan Rishathaim ; and finds them
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not. Dr. Smith should have waited up-
til he had gained some actual facts to
add to the world’s stock of knowledge,
before presenting his work to a credu-
lous public. The later history is better.

A friend bas sent me Conan Doyle’s
“Round the Red Lamp,” a series of tales
chiefly of a medical character. The
friend drew my special attention to the
one called “ A Straggler of 15, which
is very pathetic, but not so much so as
“ A Physiologist's Wife.” The whole
series illustrates both the bright and
the davrk sides of a medical man’s ex-
perience in a vevy felicitous manmer,
much in the style of “The Adventures,
of Sherlock Holmes.” All Conan Doyle’'s
stories are pure and honorable in ten-
dency, as are those of the lamented
Robert Leuis Stevenson, and of such
other living writers as Crockett, Wey-
man, Barrie, and Ian Maclaren. Itis a
pleasure to know that our present day
youth arc surrounded by literary influ-
ences of so healthful a nature, and one
so consistent with manly Christianity.
Some theological teaching is not so help-
ful as is that which good story-tellers
convey in pleasing form.

Although the Talker has almost ex-
ceeded his Jimits, he cannot vefrain
from directing attention to a handsome-
Iy printed tractate of sixtcen pages, en-
titled, * The Oiffice and Work of Elders,”
a Qdiscourse delivered in Crescent Strect
Church, on the occasion of an ordina-
tion of clders, Dec. 2nd, 1894, and pub-
lished by request. Its author is the
Rev. Principal MacVicar, D.D., LL.D,,
and it is an admirable scetting forth of
Scripture teaching as to the call, ordi-
nation, office, and character of the clder.
It is marked by the Principal's usual
clearness of thought. simplicity of ex-
pression, and orderly method. As an
clder’s manual. in brief, it wonld be o
good thing to place in the hinds of all
the members of our kirk-sessions, and
it would als¢ prove instructive to pri-
rate church members. Messrs. Morton,
Thillips & Co. ave the publishers.
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