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promises thathave induced the beliefof it in allfity ofa general council. He convokes itat Nice
SELECTED. christian ages before and after. Upon the news of this, the .mindsof men become
- - - If 1 have prolonged the discussion of the threeflcalm, parties relent, each one flatters himself that
AMICABLE D]SCUSMO‘\(}:‘ONM o first ages, it is because they are in general lessithe shall soop sce his cause triumph, and remains a:
I * {iknown, because it was segessary to shew that thejfpeace in the expeclation of the definitive decision
LETTER IIL to be pronounced at Nice. Hither assemble from

ON TRE INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH.

Fifty years before Saint Cyprian, Irenceus, a
disciple of Saint John through Polycarp and Pa-
pias, and, after the martyrdom of Saint Pothinus,
second bishop of Lyous, wrole his great work Upon
Beresics. Hear what he says in Book IV. ch.
XLIH: ¢ For this reason we must obey thozo who
preside in the Church, who hold their succession
from the apostles, as we have shewn, andwho with
the succession of the episcopacy, havereceived ¢he
certain grace of truth, according to the good plea-
sure of the Father.> Where the certain grace of
trath is found, there, assuredly, no error is to be
apyrehended: and there, of course, mustbe found
infallibility. And againinthe XLV, chapter of
the same book;, speaking of the successors of the
apostles, headds; *“ Itis they, wwho presorve the
fsith that we Jold of God alone, sbomade all ¢hings
they who espound fous the scriptures, without
danger of errors.”  Letus then boldly follow their
exposition of scripture. confident as we are With
Saint Irenceus, that we can nevergoastray, while
we follow their-steps, nor fall inte eor, while we
adopt theirinterpretations.

Tertullian, so celebrated for his writings, and
above all for his excellent book on the Prescrip-
}ions against.the heretics, addresscs them in the
{ollowing ironicalstrain, ¢ Well! then, for your;
satisfaction, we will suppase that all the churches
bave fallenin error!—not one of them has been
Tookedupo:. by the Holy Spirit; not one directed
io truth by the spirit which Christhad sent, and
which be hadl asked of his Fatber tobe for his peo-
ple the teacher of truth!  Thisagentof Geod, this
wicar of Christ has thenwe wil] supposc neglected
bis ministry, by permitting the Churches to think
and believe othervise, fhanhehad himselfannounc-
ed to them by the mouthof his apostles.”” Tertul-
lian observed in this paseage that, according to the
beretics;it would follow that all the churches had

promises of Jesus Clrigt, being then more recent
must oo that accounthave been more lively in the
remembrance of men; because the bishops who il-
lustrated the rising Church were well acquainted
with the rights and obligations of their ministry,
and because, to discover with morc splendour the
dogma of infallibility. with which their minds were
profoundly impressed, sothing more was wanling
in those times than the appearance of favorable cir-
cumstances, These ¢ircumstances did at last ap-
pear when Provilence called Constantine® to the
throne, and seated suligion onit with him. Soon
were the bishops of the whole world beheld asseme
bling at Nice,1 where the. doctrine of Arius was
solemnly condemned and banished, The doctrine
of Macedonius was afteréasds freated the same at
the geretal council of Constantinople, that of Nes-
torius at Ejphesus:|) thatof Eutyches at Chalcedun.§
It would be superfiuous to mention all the cecumen-
ical coungjls that distinguished the bllowing ages
upto thecouncil of Trent. Yot butan attentive
ebservation be made-of the circumstanges, and mo-
tivés which caused the convacation ofthese coun-
cils, the manner of praceeding adopted by, the fa-

thersin them and the recéption tbciréec‘:ees met
witli in the world, and it will be percejved that in
allages there prevailéd a general pefsnasion that
theepiscopal authority was the meansinstituted by
Jesua Christ to preserye unity among all his disci-
ples, ard that the opinionsadlopted by the majority
of the bishops are for allapinfalible rule of faith,
1t wouldde tedious to pursue in detail this exami-
nation of the councils: letvs confine ourselves to
that of Wice,

Arius, being condemnedby a synodat Alexan-
dria, makes his complaistto several bishops .in
other parts, explains to ttem his principles, de-
clares his submission, implores their light and as-
gistance, secceeds in makisghimselfsome friends,
some profectorsanda great number of preselytes:
his cause soon becemes larmingon account of

falleo into error, because they allwero.a apon
the articles, ¥hich the beretics mjec&emcgts
oft the absnndity of sucha supposition, by intreduc-
Ing the perpetaal agsistance of the Holy Spirit,
promistd tothe Chnrch by Jesus Christ. It was
his belief therefore that the Church was alvays gujd-)
ol in the truth’by the Holy Spirit, andunder jtsin-
fluence always secure from error: and thishis ba-

‘Bel was Jounded upta the sxme reasonanil the soxie

the seditious tumults, and purders which it occa-
sions. ‘Constantine endeavours to apply a remedy
toit, but f2ils inhis sftempt, In the mean time,)
the flame is still on the incr2ase. and the Emperor
together with the bishops whom ha congults, sce no
other meang ofextinguishiag it, besides theauthori-

A sRetwarls at Rome, by the Scanto

Europe, Africa and Asia, patriarchs, metropoli-
tans and bishops, to the number of 318, and inthdis
atitendance a great number of doctors, and st the
head of all the celebrated Osius of Cordova, as
proxy for Sylvester, the bead of the Church, Ariux
iscited to appear—many of his partisnoswere there
already, e comes in person to give an account oz
his opinions. You, see. so far the universal opi-
nion well proved. Every thing bows hefore the
authority that is going to pronounce senténce. A-
rius and his party pay bomage to it, and subroit be-
forehand. The augustand vencrable senate opens
its sessigns, Constantine appears in all kis impe-
rial pomp. ¥pmy, you, rémark this passage, in
Jlid answer he gived to 4n harangue that had jus:
heen addressed to him in the name of alt the ia-
thers. ¢ Therage of division spreading through
the minds aud penefrating the hearls of men, ex-
cites them oneagainst the other, troubles peace,
ruins faithby rendering it uncertain, fills the coun
{ry with disorder and  tumulls, and after all this,
exposes religion to the contempt, -the xidicule, and
the blasphemy of our adversaries(the pagans,) \i_'}zo
tako occasion from ‘thencc to fedr it in pieces, To
remedy so great an evil, 1 have thought nothing te
be so powerful as the whole Church acling with
authority in this holy “assembly that represents
il.!” :

The first business tha council enlered upon was
that of Ariug. It setsabout it with that maturity
and wisdorn that wasto be expected from so grept
and learned an assembly, in which 2lso werg sitling
a'great number of confessors of the faith, mutijated
in the persecution of Licinius and covered with
scars, which Constantine kissed with respect. Ati-
us and his doctrine were unanintously, condemned
the consubstantiality of the word recognised anc
fixed to the immortal symbo}, which isstill to this
dav repeated by all christians, The fathers ofNice,

Iy 998, Prochime
it of Anzusts, 815110 5—41a €L, —{to 431—Slo|

at the end of their labours, addressed a synodal let

ter to all the Churches ander heaven, o notify theic
decisions and to offer them {o The wcceptation of all
the Bishops inthe warid. In it they say, “that
with one voice it had besn resolved to anathema-
tize Arius and his impious doctrine.” They. bad
already.prescated-the. decree ofhis condemnatipn
tothe Experor: whohad received it with the Bigh-

9Eusebias, Sozomen, Theodoret, Nicepborus.
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st venceratioa as ifit had been drawn up by heaven
itself and had been sent to him on the part of God.
e added, that whoever would not submit should be
banished asa rebel to » divine decision. This
inenace reduced to obedienco Arius and the fau-
- s of hisdoctrine, who till theu had refused to sub-
«.ribe to the decision of the council. Constantine
afterwardsdispatched two letters one encyclical,
whdressed to the churches in general, the other to
«Le churchof Alexandria, where the heresy had
Jisstappeared, Inthe firstare found these words:
Whatever is done in the councils of the bishops
+.ght to be considered as the  willof God.””  And
an (e sccond, afler enumerating the tumults, dis-
. axds, and sehisms thatthe beresy had produced,
headds. © It was in order to put an end to el these
tLat, by the will of God, I assembled so greata
number of bishopsat Nice.””  And at the conclu-
sion. ¢ What three bundred bishops bave ordained
ssnothing else than the sentence of the unly Son of
r0dl. the Ioly Spirithas declured the will of God
Dy mcans of these great men, whom he 1nspired.
“Therefore letno one doubt, let no one delay. but
all of yourctum in good earnesiin’o the way of
-euth,"*  Before Le dismiss<d them, he reassem--
tded the bishops in his palace, where he delivered
10 them an excellent discourse to recommend to
them the peace of the church, which they would
preserve by preserving inviolably amongst them-
Gelves a perfect union of mind and  heart in unity
of doctrine and senliment, conformably with what
the Holy Spirit had just established by their means
in the council.

Fusebius, of Cesarea, who a lopgtime opposed
the word consubstantial, aterwards wrote the life
of Constantine, in which he praises his indefatigable
zeal to secure the superiority of that salutery faith
which tHe Holy Spirit himself had truly promulgat-
cfl by the holy fathers asscmbled at Nice.

After the condemnation of Arius, they examined
the question of the paschal solemuity; all the fathers
agreed 1o observe jton the same day, and theori-
entials promised to conform to the practice of all
the other churches. that is tosay, of lialy, of Africa
of Lybia, of Egypt, of Spain, the Gauls, Britain,
Greece, Asita, and Pontus. < The council of
Nice,” says Albanasius in hisapology, < has been
Jdoubly useful, because the people of Syria, Lybia,
and Mesopotamia, had not been accustomed to ce-
fzbratethe paschon the proper day, and because
the Arian heresy had arisen against the Church.
‘The catholic world assembled in council. The
day of the pasch wasregulated for 2ll, and Arian-
i5m was condermmed. It is true that for the day of]
the pasch they used these terms, it hath secmed
£00d to us, after the example of the apostles, in or-
der thatall the world may obey—but to regulate
saith thay saws: the Catholie Ciwrch believes; and
smmediately they add theentire confession, to shew

——

*Thus it was that the decision of the council was pro-
posed aga divioe oracle after which there was nothing
more to be cxsmined. {or weare not to doubt that these
lctters of the Emperor were dictated by the bashopr, or at
Least drawn up sccording to theirinstructions.  This is the
reflectinn made by the judicions Fleury, after introducisg
2e letiers of the Empetor.

thatit was not a fiew doctrine, but that of the
apostles, and that what they had put down in wri-
ting was not their own invention, but devived from
the apustles.”

But if afterwards Arius and some of his adhe-
renta relracted their -vord and the ohedience they
had sworn, the passions incident to imen explain this
perjury but too well ;we should doulitless lament it
and deplore the fatal consequences it produced up-
on the unfortunate reigns of Constantius and Valens,
But itis enough forour present purpose to know
that Arius and his partizans had recognized this au-
thority before it explained i.self, and that they them
selves had aflerwards submutted to its decision, and
that they did not venfura-4o revolt against it, fora
considerable time afler the.r condemnation, With
regardto the other bishops in various parts, who
liad not been able to assist at the council, they al-
mostallapplauded its decrees ; the most enlignt-
encd doctors took up the defence of them, imme-
diately they were called ir question, and  gener.
ally alt nations conformed to thermn. The Niceue
Creed, already adopted by the universal Church
was for the second time universally proclaimed at
the council of Constantinople, and there received
the additions made necessary by the heresy of Ma-
cedonius against the Ifoly Ghost. From the oth
age, it was publickly recited in tne Greel: church-
es, according to the ordinance of Timotheus, pat-
riarch of Constantinople ; sungin the Churches of
Spain, accurding to the form of.the Oriental chur-
ches, by thedecreo of the council of Toledo: in
the Gauls and Germany towards thc end of the
eighth century, towards the year 1014 ; and in all
Italy by the constitution of Benadict VI, in fine
it has becn ept by the reformation: andin our
daysitis sillheld in honor among almost all pro-
testant cormunions.

And to siy aword upon the particular opinion of
the most celebrated doctorsof the Church, the
lcarned Ewebius of Cesarea, whoin the Council,
held out almg time against the*term consubstantial
was not on fizt account prevented from writing af-
terwards, tiat the Holy Spirit himself had truly
promulgated the faith, by the instrumentality of the
Fathers of Nice. Hehad already reckoned among
he evilsinficted by Liciniuson the church, the
prohibation to assemblecouncils  “For,’’ adds the
histcrian, ¢“@mportant controversies can never be
terminated without asysed.”” 'We know with what
strength, spiit and cloquerce Athanasius suppor-
ted during a struggle of 50 years, againstthe Semi-
arians, the decisions of the cooncil of Nice.
Threatened with exile when in his see, and with
death in hisexile, he esinced the same courage and
had not less credit at the extremitics of the Gauls,
at Treves, than tn Egyst,and at Alexandria. From
all the places where b was constrained to takere-
fuge, he combated witd unshaken firmness that her-
esy armed as it was wih the power of two Empe-
rors, and many times id syrod carried off in triurnph
the formula of Nice, as the rule of the orthodox
faith. He callsit the word of God, the divine and
sacred otacle of the holy Spirit. **What can be

wantling to the council of Nice that wo can desire

2568

further# The Indiansarc not ignorant of it, and all
the christians of basbarous countries revere it. The
word of God. who has spoken by this cecumencial
council, will remain for ever.” Sce now how he
commences the profession of faith, which the Em-
peror Jovianhad demanded of him in 363, after the
agitated and unfortunate reigns of Constantius and
Julian.  “Know then. O Emperor, that the fatl:
which the futhers of Nice have acknowledged, 1
the faith that has been preached from the beginning

know that it is followed by all the Churches of the
world, whether in Spain orin England,in the Gauls,
inall ltaly, in Dalinatia, Dacia, Mysia, Macedona
and all Greece, in Pamphylia, Lycia, Isauria

Egypt, Lybia, Pontus and Cappadocin. To these
we must add all our ncighbouring Churches, a-
well as those of the cast, except a small number,
who are in the party of the Arians. Weknow all
those whom we have just named and others stil}
more distaul: wo even have letters from them.’

Cyril of Alexandria expresses nmself of the futhers
of Nice with the same veneration.  “Truly, with
them was Jesus Christ, who said, when two ot
three are gatherced together, there am 1 in the midst
of them, for how should we.be permitted to doubt
that Jesus Christ hunself invisible presided over
this great and holy assembly?”’ St. Hilary, St.
Basil,and St. Jerome hold the same language.  St.
Ambrose whose sentiments ought to be discoverable
inevery christian heart, hesitated not to declare:
I erabrace the decrees of Nice, from which neither
death nor the sword shall seperate me.”  Suint
Augustine calls it ““the council of the world, whose
decrees arc equal to the divine commandments,’
Speaking of the error of Saint €yprian upon re-
baptisation, be says, that ““this holy martyr would
have adhiered to the decisiorr of the Church, if the
truth bad been cleared up and declared in his time
by a general council,’” as it afterwards was at Ar

les and Nice, From these principles, which are
clsoours, this great man concluded in another pas-
sage, as we also conclude with him, ¢that disputes
may be tolerated before thematier is decided by the
euthority of the church, butthatto dispute aftes
suchdecision, is fo root up the foundation of the
Church itself.

Pope Leo dectares that, * they could never be
reckoned among catholics, who would not fullow
the definitions of the vencrable synod of Nice, or
the vegulations of the great council of Chalcedon.”
‘X declare, (wrote Gregory the Great) that I re-
ceive and venerate the four first géneral councils,
as the four books of the holy gospel.” Socrates,
who wrote his ecclesiastical,history a century afier
the council, says, thit ¢ the' fathers of Nice, al-
though for the greater part simple and uilearned,
could not fall into ervof;, because they were enlight-
encd by the lightof'the Holy Spirit.”

It would cextatnly he very casy, were it not leng
and tedious,to produce here many other passages
which the {vritingsof , the fathers of the Church
furnish npon this subject. ¥ou will perhaps be
more pleased tolearn that the authority of the da-
thers of Nice has found delenders even amongst
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the reformers. 'The most learned and the most mo-
derate protestant theologians have made no diffi-
culty in submitting to the decisious of the four first
gencral eouncils; and upon that of Nice hear how,
amongst others, Bull, bishop of St. David’s, one of]
the most skilful divines of your English Church,
cxpresses himself, “ In this council was discussed
one of the principal articles of the Chuistian Reli-
oion, (the divinity of Jesus Christ.) I upon 2
leading article we.can imagine that all the pastors
ot the Chureh couid have failen into error and led
the faith{ul astray, how shall we able to defend the
word of Christ, who promised bis apostles and, in
their persons, their successors, to be always with
them? a promise, which would not be true, since
the apostles were not to live long were it not that
their suceessors are here comprised in the persons
of the apostles.”™  Yousee the infallibility of the
council of Nice here recognised by the learned bish-
op of St. David’s, as resting on the firmest founda-
)’mn, the prowmises of Jesus Christ, whose word shall
“never pass away. The reasoning of Dr. Bull, is
the reasoning of antiquity, ofall the fathers, andof
the church at all times. It might and it ought to
have led him to the church, and yet did notdo it
A deplorable example this of the tyranny, that
the prejudices of education and the miserable in-
terests of the world exercise over even well dispos-
edmindst
" ‘What I have beeg saying on the circumstances,
_preceding, accompanying, and succeeding the first
‘meneral council, ought one would imagine, to be
_sufficient to convince you that before and after this
assembly as well as during itssitting, it was the
.Zeneral persuasion that infallibility had been pro-
mised to the Church, to maintain unity ot doctrine
and government. You haye seen the motives that
Induced the bishops to desire its convocation, and
the Emperor to effect it. You have seen all the
parties acknowledging beforchand the authority
of the great council and prepared to submit to its
decisions. You have heard the illustrious testi-
.nonies that have sincebeen given of it; its formulary
of fuith, applauded throughout the world, received
as coming {rom heaven itself, celebrated in hymns,
}D the solmnities of worship, and inthe Liturgies :
efgraven upon the memories of all the faithful and
Fcpeated from age to age from one end of the world
10 the other, by every christian tongue.

As to the opinion which prevailed among the
uthers of this council, whatever distrustihey might
individually have kad of their own lights, there
P—

. *Defence of the Nicene Faith, pref. No. 2. p. 2—$Dur

_ dbg oy regidence in England, there f¢ll into my hands a
voluminous collection of notes upon Ecclesiastical his-

tory, ' Tney were loose and superficial, indicating much
Aeading but little learning. The author who called himself
;“ ofhn, alluding to the passage above quoted, evinces
ch spleen against the learned bishop. He observes ne-

)/ ess, and with more reason than he appears to think,
withsuch px'inci{lea upon the authority of the chureh,
ought to have taken a bold step, and” finished the bu-
by hiibl passing over tothe Churchof Rome. ‘There is
Justness in this observation, than truth in the doc-
!WM ‘gave rise to it. Happ‘y wopld have been both the
fom the Jattcr sad. had both. bec Hisssed with conre
4 rage

to follow up its consequence! This author whose

n“mh‘ left but fesw traces i ith
ghert of wyv recollection Wﬁ,}m’mﬂm called, to

B

was undoubtedly notone of them, who did not re-|
member the promise of Jesus Christ. and who, up—!
on his word, was not convinced that the spirit of|
truth hovered invisibly over the assembly to dir-|
ect its decisions, You have already heard one of!
those who sat among the judges of the faith, Kuse-,
bius of Cesarea: and also Athan:sius, who had the;
honour of accompanying Alexander, Lis patriarch,’
to the council, and of distinguishing himself by,
his erudition and eloquence. There will be 1o
necessity for recurring here to their testimonies. |
The anathemas pronounced by the council will,
suffice. They plainly shew an entire confidence |
of infallibility. “A society that does not possess it, .
and that from its own confession may be surprised:
into error, might indeed exclude from its bosom

those who should refuse to conform toits laws; but
to denounce to execration, to devote to eternal,
melediction, and to deliver up to satan, those who'
would notreceive its decisions, this goes far be-!
yond the rights and the power of man; it belangs,
only to a society, convinced that it possesses an:
extraordinary privilege, and which, feeling itself

x. 16, I besecech you,that you ail speak on-
thing, and that there be noschisms among vou,
but that you be perfect in one sense and one judc
ment.” 1 cor. 1.10. i

Christ prayed that his disciples might be orv,
Jotm xvii. 11,

“One Lord, one faith, onc baptism.” Ephes: iv
5. “He that believeth not shall be condemned.”
Mare. xvi. 16.  “Without faith itis impossible t»
please God.” Heb. xi. 6.

“I believe one holy Catholic and Apostoli
church,” says the Nicene Creed, whichis admitted
by both Catholics and Protestants.

“This is the Catholic faith,” says the Creed «7
St. Athanasius, (likewise admitted by Catholics anil
Protestants, ) “which if any one does not faithfux-
Iy and firmly believe, he cannot be saved.”

Several creeds and professions of faith which 1
have carefully perused, very plainly and uncquiv-
ocally assert, that out of the Church, which is bu
one, salvation cannot be obtzined; so says tln
church of England; so says the church of Scot-

under the protection and direction of the Holy,
Spirit, is firmly persuaded that, with such a guide, !
it cannot err in its degcisions. ‘

To be contimued.

DEFENCE OF CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES,

By Demetrius A. Gallitzin, a Russian Prince ;
now a Catholic Priest; addressed by himtoa!
reviler of our Holy Religion.

Continued.

Permit me a few words more on another impor-;
tant subject, on which our doctrine is grossly mis-
represented—I mean the doctrine of the Catholic
Church on. \

TOLERATION.

We are represented as the most intolerant set
of men upon earth. The most cruel the most un-
charitable intoleranee is laid to our charge; but
this charge against us, .probalby proceeds from
a misunderstanding of our doctrine on that sub-
ject.

The question here is not about civil Toleration.
Catliolics and Protestants are united in consider-
ing civil Toleration an invaluable blessing, espec-
ially in a conntry like ours, where there were so
many different denominations at the time its con-
stitution was formed. We allagree in believing,
that no authority merely human, possesses
any right of controlling the consciences of
men,.

The question then before us is concerning the-
ological Toleration, viz. whether almighty God can
approve of so many different réligious systems,
which we find established upon earth; whether
all these different religioug systeyns can be consid-
ered as so many different ways to Heaven. Ifso,
we ought to be infavor of universal Toleration.

The Catholic church teaches, that Jesus Christ |f

‘established but one church for the salvation of’
man, and that out of that ene chureh salvation is
not to be had. ) _

The writfen word-is very - plain on this subject:

land, &c. What, indeed, can be morercasonable?
| And what, on the other hand, more unreasonable.
more absurd, than universal Toleration? to be
tconvinced of it, it isonly necessary to examine what
true religion is.

Trye religion is an  institution, of which God
himself is the founder. It 1s an institution, in which
God makes known to man whathe must believe,
and what he must do in order to obtain salvatigy.
1t is a system, not the offspring of human reason,
not the result of human philosophy, not the ingen-
ious conirivance of human falentsand learning; it
orginates in the fountain of eternal and infinite wis-
dom, and[was, by the supreme authority of God,
established on earth, to control both the understand -
ing and the will of man. dictating to his understang -
ing what he must believe, and to his will what Ix
must submit to do, in order to obtain salvation. Ir
will not be denied, that God hasas much right tc
control our understanding, to require a submissior:
of our understanding to the belief of whatever my-

|| staries he clooses to reveal, as he has a right to eon-

troj our will to submit to his commandments. I
will be acknowledged, that God alone can save
man; that God algne can institute fa religion
worthy of himself, and adequate fo supply all the
spiritual wants and necessities of man; a religion,
in which all those heavenly blessingsare adminis-
tered, which transform the carnal into a spiritdal
man, ard finally into a citizen of Heaven. Goéd
alone can draw man out of themire of original

termine by what means this wonderful chamge
from depravily 1o innocence is to take
place. None but God can attach to fthe weik
element of water the power of performing (his as-
tonishing change.

None but God can wash away the iniquities of
mran, and restore to him his sanctifying grace;an®
none but he has a right to detérmine the means by,
and the conditions upon which, thisblessing of sges

there shallbe made one fold and ove Pastqr.”  Jofih

concilation and forgivenessisto be prarited.
Neone but God can feed and nourish the son} -

corruption. and he alone has a right to de- -
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ynan, or atm the sout with power sufficient to over- tis beyond all doubt the doctrine of truthand com-

ome his spiritual enemics, and to persevere to his

tast breath in the performances of his duty, andlin’
the service of his Creator.

in short, sir, whatever blessings we stand in need

* none but God canconvey them, or determine

inie precise manner in which we are to obtain them.

"To say that man, even the wisest man, may, by |

mon sense, and of canrse the only one which genu-
ine charity will make use of, because it is the duty

jiof charity tolead along the thorny patbs of truth, l
| Y p

'fatsehood and deecption.

nnd not along the enchanting and flowery roads ol'I
1 here appeal, not to your |
learning; not to your genius and talents, but only to
your common sense, to that share of commous sense

sire force of reasoning, couttive tho religious system’
«~lculated toanswer the chove purposes, is to cqu-
4t him to God.

Religion, then, is that divine institution of God’s Icced from the holy spirit of teuth; whether it be

+wh crealion, in which is shown to man the way to .
alorify God, and to procure everlasting happiness'
tn lus ownsoul. Init are c.stabllshcd by Jesus !
¢ hirist, cerfain riles or cercinonies, as so many
«hannels to convey to our souls those mamfold
Nessings which we stand in nced of.  Those rites'
re cal‘cd sacraments, and must be precisely the
very thing that Jesus Christ instituted.  If they are,

which cnables you to know thatblack is not white;
"and L ask y ou, whether it he uncharital Ie to teach, ||s
I'that contradictory systems of religion cannot all pro-

‘uncharitable to say, that ofa hundred religious |
s;slcms contradtcting one another in some point
or other, ouly one can possibly be true, only one
can proceed from the spirit of truth!  When we
hear one minister preachingup the necessily of
baptism for salvation, ond another promising salva-
tion without baptism, is it uncharitable tosay, that
'one of them is the ministeraf crrer, and not of

only ofthe institation of man, they are no longer Christ?  When we hear one minister declare infants
ontitled to religious respect, asman  has  not the | not admissible to baptism, and another,on the con-
g wer to aunex heavenly blessings to the pmform— Hrary insisting on the necessity of baptizing infauts,

i of certain external acts. 1 shall explain tlns |
;;cncml position by a few examples.

Jesus Christhas annacd to the pouring of wat-
or on a person, and the pronouncing of the words, 'l
*1baptize thee in the nane of the Father, amd of;
Son, and of the Ioly Ghost.” the grace of cleans-
ing that person of the guilt oforiginal sin.  So we
aro told by thechurch, the infallible interpreter of
God’s word.

Pray, sir, would it be in the powerqfman to sub-
stitute some other words and ceremonies, and to
make them equally efficacious in conveying the
same blessing? I believe not.  Jesus Christ has an-
nexed to the words, absolvo tea peccalis tuis, (1
absolve thee from thy sins,) when pronounced by a:
Tawful successor of thiyapostles, the power of real-
1y remilling sins, provided the sinner is well dispos-
¢d. So we are told again by the infallible inter-
preter of God’s word. Pray, sir, would itbe in the
power of man togive the same cfficacy fo some,
other words of his own contrivance? I think not.

Jesus Christ has annexed to the impaosition of
hands by legally consecrated bishops, and to the

ition has produced, cantradicting one another in the

is it uncharitable to say, that one must boa teacher
of erroy !

In short, siv, comparing togetherthose many hun-
dred religious systems which your fruitful reformi-

whole or in part, is it uncharitable tosay, that but
onc of them (if any at all) can originatein the foun-
tain of truth?

Is ituncharitable to say, that if Calvin is right,
Luther must be wrong; iff Arminius teaches the
truth, Gomar must be a teacher of falsehood; if
Socimus be the teacher of pure and urdefiled truth
Luther, Caivin, Anninius, Melancthon, Fox,
Zuinglius. &c. &c.must all be ministers of error?

Or will it he more charifable (adding blaspheniy
to deception] to say, as the independent ministet
apnears to do, page 58, thatall these different teach-
ets, although contradicting one another in most es-
sential points, are all ministers of the God of truth?
He makes mention of no less than seventy odd
names of persons who were raised, he says, by the
Almighty, from theseventh to the sixteenth cen-
tury, tooppose the errors of the Church of Rome;

pronnuncing of certain words, the power of com-
anunicaling the Holy Ghost; which rite we call the
sacrament of Confirmation, Soweare told again
b ﬂxe Church. Isitin the power of man, by some |,
atliér ceremonies and words of his own contrivance,
to impart the spititof Godto his fellow-mottals?
Certainly not.

R is obvious then, that none but the one  system
of religion, which Jesus Christ bimself established,
is entitled 40 ary religious respect whatever. In
that one aloneis to be found the true scripture, the
true interpreter of scripture, the frue word of God,
the true satiifice, the true sacraments, in that onc
only system of xeligionis to be found the true
aninisiry of Christ, the power of the keys, &c. Re-
form that system Gf relugxon inone only point, and
voudeform it; you changethe work of God into
the work of man. Denominate this docfrine uncha-
r:table, cruel, barbarous, or whatever you please, it

many of whom differed more from one another in

matlers of faith, thanthey did from the Catholic
church. It appears then that ho, withmany more

iof his colleagues, admits of but one criterion of the
itrue faith, viz, that of protesting against the holy
Catholic church. Thus when Luther pleads the
nedessity of baptism, and the real presence of christ
in the Eucharist, he will say, the man ¢s right,
When Fox rejectsBaptism, Eucharist, and all}
other sacraments, be, with the poetical Tinker,
will say again, the manis right. 'When Calvin,
differing from both, sees nothing in the Eucharist
but signs or symbols of the flesb and blood of Christ

T'he independent winister and I believe, all ow
modern ministers, those I mean, who would appear
liberal, charitable, and Isuppose, fashwuable, wi
tell you, that all those men and many wore were
true nunisters of Gad.  They will telt you forsooth,
that they evinced their divine mussion by opposing.
by protesting against, the Church of Rome.

Thus is common seuse sacrificed at the shrine of
spitc and maliee, and 2 most impious, blasphemoune

system, a compoundot the most palpable contradic-
tions, obtruded on the ignorant and the prejudiced,
as the pure rehgion of Jesus, under the name of
Protestant Religion.

Here istolerationand liberality cstended to all
gorts of crecds. but excluding the greatest number
of the christian people,

You will hardly call such toleration and liberality
charitable ; as on the one hand it makes too many
exceptions, and on the other hand, as I have proved
itis not founded upon truth, and cannot meet. the
approbation of common sense : itisa deceptive kind
of charity ; it ealls out peace, peace, and there was
no peace,it fulls the unhappy sinner into false seeu-
rity and under the pompous names of reformation,
protestantism, &c. leads him tar away from the
only true Church of Christ.

Catholic intolerance is both rational and charita-
ble ; it isfounded upon the immoveable rock of eer-
nal truth. Sure of the assistance of Christ forever
surcof being directed by the spirit of truth into all
truth or ever? the holy Catholic Church has at ail
tines condemned as heresy, any doctrine contra-
dictingher dectsine,

As‘x tender mother and faithful spouse of Jesus
Christ, she has always, in the spirit of charity,
endeavoured to preserve her children fromthe de-
lusive and flowery paths of heresy ¢ and in the most
sorrowful nccents, she prays, she entreats thosc
that have left her, to returnto her pale. Sheper-
severes in fervent prayers for the conversion of her
strayed children, and would fain carry them back
upon her suoulders to the only one fold of Christ.
Is not this the genuine charity?

Morcover, whilst the Holy Catholic Church gui-
ded by the Holy Ghost for ever, fulminates her an
athemas oy curses against alt kinds of heresics or
false doctrines, she feels nothing but charity and
compassion for so many individuals, professors o1
heresy ; she charitably supposes them honest in
their crrors, and therefore not guilty in the sight ot
God’ of the crime of heresy, She considers theru
as invincibly ignorant of the true.church; and con-
sequently as excusable in the sight of infinite mer-
cy. But still she deplores their misfortune of being
deprived (although frequently nwt through therr
own fault) 0”50 many 1acans of salvation,.not to be
found out of her paic.

Catholic intolerance then cxhibits stronger featu-

fagamn he will say, theman is right.

When Wickliff riscs up against almost all divine
and human institutions, and tries to establish his
abomnable system of liberly and independence,
which caused so much blood to flow; here again
“the man is right.
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resof genuine and pratical charity, than Erotestant
toleration and liberality. VetI must confess its
sound is tiarsher, and by no means so .nclodious o
the syrensong of deception and flattery twhich calls
every system ¢he true Church of Christ, provided,

it protests against the Catholic Chureh. i
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CONCLUSION.

1 bave endeavoured to esplain the most essentinl
iticles of Catholic faith, in oxder] ta prove thatwe
e uot guilty of superstition, and I hope that ,with
‘ne candid, T have succeeded.  ‘Those who are not
ameere, who with seeing eyes will notsce I cannot

-~.pectto convince.  Many points of minor impor-
~anee I havelomitted, not wishing to swell my De-
“cnce mto a large volume.  Thus [ have said no-
+Ling about the sign of the cross, about holy water
+eowed salt, blessed eandles, and many more things
r.de use of by Catkolics. It is surprising, indeed
wiat people who call themselves Christians,should be
<andalized atthe sign of their redemption, Free-
masons have their signs, mony other societics have
“h:eir signs, soldiers have their signs and coun-

:ersigns,  pray  why  siould — the  soldiers
of Jesus Christ not be permitied to arm
rmmself  with the  sign of  the standard | of

< hristianity, under swhich our chiel conquered the
wowers of hell and under which alone the christian
-oldier is to conquer? Tertullian testifies (in his book
l»Corona Militi,) that the pratice of making th

ieen of the cross is most ancicatand most common J| fashionnble to dishelieve, to reject with disdain and

w the Church of Christ.

Pray how will those feel who dcspisq\gnd ridicule with our carnal senses, or compass with our limi-

shat pratice, when they shall sec the sign of the son
o man appear in Heaven 2 Matt. xxiv. 30.

As {or holy water, blessed salt, and many other
*lungs blessed by the prayers of the church, I do
notunderstand how tHey can hecome anysubject
s scandal to any one believingin the ‘power of
Christ. o

If inanimate things have been vursed by God,s
ofinite justice, in punishment of the sin of our first
mrents,(Gen. il 17:)the curse cannot beremoved
and changed into a plessing, but by the power and

'he merits of Jesus Christ.  This supreme powen {4 o Sun in its course.

-anfided by Christ to his ministers,Matt. xxviii. 18,

.ceXcercised by them in blessing water, salt and
aany other things loy the use of man.

Whereis the superstition in believng, that those
+lements created for the use ofman but, cursed by
a justly irritated God may bepblessed again and san-
ufied by the prayersofthe Church, thro® the merits
2t Jesus Chris®?

Instances areso very common of the good effects
oroduced by the use of holy water, blessed sait, and

nany other blessed things, thatit would take many{ibeen explained to you

valumes to publish them all. Ihave been frequently
applied-to by parents, whose children wereaiflicted
with thelmost strage and unaccountable symptoms?
aad have found that, after 2l the powers-of me-
dicine had beentried in vain, o Little blessed salt,

or some other things, blessed by the prayers of the !

~hurch, through the merits of Jesus Christ, very
atten performed a complete eure.

It you were to read the memsits- ofthuse TS~
anaries, who with unabated zea), and often ‘at thé
=spense ol their-blood, converted-millions of idela-
s, in Canada, Scuth America, the -Bast Indies;
Uuna, Cochinchina, Siam, Persia, 8. vouwould
tind Instances by hundreds of the'efficacy of'thie sign
s the cross, holy water &e.in Uanishing cvil
“meuts, and destroyiog that Power which those*in~

dies, aud property of those who are guilty of idola-
try, of which we find so many instances in the New
Testament.

God has chosen the weak thingsof this  world,
that he might confound the strong. T Cor. 1, 28,
The eficacy of blessed things is so well known to

many Protestents that it is not very uncommon to
see Protestants apply to Catholic Priests for holy
water, blessed salt, candles, &co  To believe that

any miraculous power or virtue resides in that wa-
tery salt or any other of God’s initnimate creatures,
would be superstition indead; but to believe that
the infinitc power and goodness of Jesus Christ. ex-
cercisediby the church, may apply a certain blessing
to those inanimate creatures, soas torender them
productive of certain happy effects, when applied
{10 man, is no more superstiton, than to believe
that the waters of Jordan, through the power off
Gud, became instrumental in curing the leprosy of]
Naaman. 4 Kings, v. 14,

QOur age, dear sir, is the age of incredulity, com-
monly called the ageol philosophy. Itis almost

1

cpntempt, cvery thing which we cannot perceive

tedand uch corrupted understanding. At the

hour of death, at the entvanceof eternity, when the || P

his own solomn assurance that notwithstanding bhis
age, ““ he would conduct himself (in reference to
the rules) with the docility ofa child.” Ile was
admitted under these circumstances : and his ac-
quirements entitled him to a place in the clementa-
ry classes of Latin and French. Mr. Caoper®s
“docility of a child," soon gave place toan extra-
ordinary talent for mischicf, He began to create
discontent in the minds of the Protestant students,
by regresenting that their principles were outraged
and their prejudices unrespected. The history of
thisreal or pretended outrage wassimply this: ‘Two
Protestant Yoys, without my knowledge, and 1 ar
sure without any bad intention, organized what
they designated the ¢ African Church.”—This was
the origin of *“‘sheep-pen and beer barrel preach-
ers,” &c. and thiswas immediately prohibited by
me as soon as the “‘memorialists’> made known to
mo that it existed and was offensive.

‘This causc of discontent beiog thus promptly re-
moved, it was hoped that the barmony for which
this Institution has been distinguishm{ uniformly
fromits first cstablishment, would be disturbed no
more.  But it appedrs Mr. Cooperhad determined.
otherwise. His viclation of tho rule by which it
is enjoined to keep silencein the dormitories and
clsewhero after the hour of retiring, had become so
frequent and so wanton, that it became secessary
for the Prefect to enforce the penalty, which con-
sisted in a task of memory and loss of recreation.
Here again Mr. Cooper fergot the ‘“dacility ef o
child,” and trusting to the. armot flesh, declared
ublickly thathe would have “knocks down first,”
The alternative of obedience to the rule or expulsi-

seuses shall have lost their baneful influence, and
corrupted reasonshall bealmost extinguished, we
shall remember that-thereis an  oranipotent God,
who can do what he pleases ; to whom the laws of]
nature are subject wha can and does, for his own
glory and. the salvation of man, subvert those very
laws sas-he did through the Ministry of Moses,
when he opened the Red Sea, and ashe did again
through the ministry. of Joshua; whenhe stopped

on had for the moment the desireqd effect.

In his intercourse with the larger of his fellow stu-
dents, My, Cooper was cqually pugnacious. One
of them, in the public play-room, he dared to a
“fis{ fight},’ and when the young gentleman  dechi-
ned the honor of contending fora ully’s lame, Mr.
Cooper, reckless of the influence which his bad ex-
ample might have on the minds of his younger fel-
low students, sent the following challenge &threat,
the autograph of'which is still preserved inthe col-

We shall then remember
that there is a God of truth, who ought to be belie-
ved, and as much so when what he reveals is in-
comprehensible, as when itis everso plin; as
much 2o when what he reveals appears contrary to
the laws of nature, as when his revelations are in
unison with those laws,

Permit me,Sir, to close my subjectby contrac-
ting in as narrow a compass as possible, and exhi-
biting before your eyes, under onc point ¢~ vietw,
all the sublime mysteris of my creed, whic™ have
onc byone.

. To be continued.

From the Philadelphian.
DEFENCE OF MT. ST, MARY'S COL-
: . LEGE

- Dear Sir, ’
Jhave rcad the attack of the ungrateful Cooper
published jn the ¢ Pbiladelphian ;> and whilst a

lege.
&% <S¢, Mary’s, 16th of March 1831.”

¢ Mr. H. will not flatter hitiiself thay the oc-
currence of Saturday eveningis forgotten: although
he is, at present, protected by his ot meanness, it
will not ahways afford him protection: at another
time ond ina more suitable place, the punish-
meut his insclence so ricbly metits will beinflicted.

YourobedientServant, .
James Cooper, jr.”

From these and other exhibitions of an objectioin
able character, it hecame every day more apparént
that Mr. Jaraes Cooper, jr wagnot a propor com-
panion for our students, nor a suitable inmate
for a well ordered house of public educa-
tion. Besides theinfluence of his example, the
discontent which he created, and which-under- his
tutelage was waxing into proximate insuhardina--
tion,.was unprecedented in the history. of the insti-
tution. Coaper’s assertion in which he states thata
boy received forty lashes for one misdemeanor and
thirty for another,isfalse. The boy indeed was

sense of justice towards myself aud the Institution,
ag'well as of respect for the opinjon of a candid
public, compels me to allude to the circumstances
of, bis.Iate.expulsion, Y must beg ledve to retreat
uncuetpnnious]a- from every thiglikea personsl
issue with Mr. Jooper, or any other studént of this
place who has contrived to have himself branded
with the deepest note ofinfamy, knownto college!
disciplire,

JamesCoopet is a hoy of about25 years of age,
who-previdus to his admission, had been for some
timo labouring in the vocation of acountry school=
mastor. His petifion to be admitted was- suppot~

®cnal spirits frequently-exereise over the souls’ ba-

o

{ed by the special request of his fatkier, and with
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subjected to corporeal chastisement, butit was
meritedand did not amount to obe seventh part of
the misrepresentation, Neither twas it for quitting
a communion society,as Cooper falsely asserts, but
solely for leaving the College premises without be-
ingatiended by one-of hi§ tutors, who tvould be rese
ponsible far hig morat and personal safety. There
13 ne person whodoes not sec theimperious neces-
sity of enforcing this allimportant rule.-
With.regard to the assertion that I ¢ declarett: ¥
would rather ba an Athiest and abjure God, thanle
a Calvinist” ¥ deem italmostunyyorthy-of .notices—
and'the artfylness of Mr. Cooper,cupsis'™ in-inak-

ling me speakaghinsta sect, whereas 1 spoke sgifn-
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stadoctrine. [ was lecturing onthe possibility of|
salvation, proving on the assurunceof the sacred
Neripture, that God suffersnn oneto be  tempted
above his strength, that he wishes the salvation of
all men, and that I would find it more rational to be
an Athiest than to believe that God could create
any one, nuder  the unavoibable destiny of being

Jemned.
‘T'he readers of the ¢ Philndclphian” would sup-
g Cooper, trod on the

ose that the expulsion of Mr.

ccls of his *“memorial’? prayin 3 for respect fo be
pzid to Protestart feelings, which were never inter-
fered with. Butthe fact is that three months c¢la-
ored befor the faculty had 1ecourse to the last re-
medy. And during this interval the teachers in
utder to dinnnish as much as possible the disprop-
arlion between his age and his edudation, gave him
2t the gencrous sacrifice of thetr own times, private
lectures in Geomelry and Greek, Gratitude, we
are told, is the index of a noble mind!

Ina word, it isalmost cvident, that this young
man came or was sent for the express purpose of
producing onc of those Collegiate insurrections
with which this Institution has been unacquaiuted;

thanks {o the unbending energy of our discipline,
which is blind to the distinctions of age, and pres-
ses with equal impartiality on the child of ten, and
the child of twenty-five. That Mr. Coopershould
call the act by which he was dismissed from the
College an act of tyrenny, is quite natural, and
hat he should represent himself as the victim of
iy thing, but bis own ill conduct, is equally so.—
But impartial men will judge.

Ialso send you two documents which have been
sent to me in consequence of Cooper’s publication.
‘The one is signed by sixteen of bis fellow students
still in the College, including Protestant and

sociated with you, to state, that during our resi-
dence at the College, we obsersed nothing in the
conduct and treatment of Protestant students to
support the author of the article alluded to in any
of his assertions.

We entored the College Protestants, we left it
such; we never perceired any distinction made
onaccount of difference of religious belict—no|
persecution for opinion’s sakke—the honors of the
College were conferred ov those, and thosc only, |
who merited them by their superior knowledge of
the branch they had studied, therr talents, and good
conduct.

We think Mount St. Mary’s a valuable iostitu-
tion, and highly approve its rules aml regulations,
and the manner in which they are administered.

With due respect, &c.
WILLIAM R.SANDERSON,
G. M. TYLER.”

REV.J. B. PURCELL, D. D.

President of Mt. St. Blary’s College.

With this simple statement of facts, and the re-
quest that the Editor of the ¢ Philadelphian” will
publish it as an act of justice to an injured party,
I take leave of Mr. James Cooper, jr. and of the
subject. Where he and DMount 8t. Mary’s are
known, even this statement is unnecessary. Would
it be asking too snuch to request that those papers
which have copied theattack of Mr. Cooper fiom
the ¢ Philadelphian,’” would also fusert the expla-
nation?

JOHN B. PURCELL,

Catholics ; the other by two Protestant young
zentlemen of Frederick, who have been educated
here. Theclosing paragraph of (he former will
;nve you an idea how far Mr. Cooper is lLikely
to0 be sustained in appealing to the testimony of his
lato fellow students.

‘Their letter concludes in these wards.

«We, therefore, deem it no more than an act of
pustice fo assure you, that we disclaim every thing
which might be interpreted as a concurrence in the
sentiments which e {Cooper) has expressed—that
we consider his publication in the ¢ Philadelphian”
io be the malicious cffusion of an ungenerousheart,
an attempt by an humbled student, as base as it is
unavailing, to bring into distepute the authors of his
sust humihation, by representing his expuision as
the result of religious infolerance, and endeavouring

<0 excite the sympathics of an unsuspecting public
n his behalf, asthe devoted victim of religious

yessecution—in a word, we regard allhis  accusa-
tious as false and ungrounded, and we consider his
2xpulsion from this College as the justmeced of his

own misconduet.
We are, Rev, Sir,

Mast respectfully, Yours,” fe.

Tae olher letter is in the following words,

Frederick city, May 4th, 1833,
< Respected Sir,

}iu.ing seen in alate number of the ¢ Philadcl-
pifian? an arttele calculated {o impair the future
ubefulness of the inslitution over which yon have

Pees. of Mount St. Mary’s College,
Mount St. Mary’s College, May Sth, 1831,
L —
ORIGINAL.

The following interpretation of one of the darkest
pe tions of Floly 1¥rit, will, we hope, be accept-
a’lle to most of our readers.

TLE VISIUN OF THE MYSTICAL CHJARIOT IN
EZEKIEL LXPLAINED

Cuarus DEI DCCEJ MILLIBUS MULTIPLEY
MILLIA LETANTIUM : DOMINUS IN EIS; IN
Sixa, 15 Sancro. Ps, 67, 1S,

The Chariot of God is aftended by tens of thous-
ands ; thousands of them that rejorce. The Zord
is among them in Nina; in the holy place.

FZEKIEL—Chapler I—Verse 4.

And I saw ; and behold a whirlwind came out of
the North : and agreat cloud : and a fire enfolding
it : and brightness was about it : and, out of the
midst of the fire, as it twere, the resemblancce .of |
amber.

Explanation.~The whirlivind is the sudden,
impetuous rushing, and overwhelming blast of the
Gospel ; bursting forth from the North ; that is,
from Rome, the Babylon of the Gentiles, and Ca-
pital of the Heathen world ; whence the fajth of
the Redecmer, taught there by Saint Peter, bis
chief Apostle and Representative ; (the rock on
which Christ said he would build bis Church) and
by Saint Paul, the specially chiosen Dactor of the
Gentiles ; was to take its progress over all the na-

the honor to preside . we deem it our duly as Pro-
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testants, and anact of justice to  the geutlomen as- n

Itions of the carth ; prostrating and levclling with|

the breath of thoir preaching, and that of their su. -
cessors 3 as wilh a sudden ruslung and irreststible
hurricane, the whole wide spread fubnic of Idoltr)
error and immorality.— So mpmd and effecto.
was this whrlwind of the word divine 5 thay Saw.
Paul, in bis cpistle to the Roman converts, gic
thanks to God thut their fuith is already spokcn ¢
in the whole earth. Kom.1, 8. Sosconwasvery .
ficd the prophecy of the Psalmist : their sound hos
gone forth into all the land : and their wordsto i
ends of the world. DPs. 18, 4.

And a great cloud, &c.—'T'he impenetrable my ¢
teries of the Christian revelation, alway s represent
ed and prefigured by the cloud. No maen evercn
Itcrcd within that cloud ; or saw and undurstood the
imysteries it concealed ; but the Man-God ; the i
vine law giver himself ; represented by Moses, the
law giver of thg Jews. Exod. 20, 21.—24, 2, 1R,

And a firc enfolding it.~1t is all embraced, that
Revelation, by that fire divine, which the Saviour
said Jie came to cest upon the earth ; and which A
desired so much to see enkindled : Luke 12, 49, the
sacred, all-enlivening and purifying fire of Charity.
which hLe sent down upon his early followers in the
form of fiery tongues ; his holy sprit thus indi-
cating by the form he then assumed, the gift ke
gave ; that of enkindling the tongues of his teach-
ers; and thereby making them the fit instruments
for spreading abroad the holy flame ; for dispelling
every where the darknessof error ;and for lighting
up atl round the mystic cloud, the heart-expanding
conflagration, oflove to God above things ; and to
our neighbours asto ourselves.

And brightness twas about it.~That is, the
brightness of evidence, 50 visible to all, who do not
shut their oyes “against it. We behold it every
where surrounding the impenetrable cloud of the
mysteries tevealed ; the truth of which is so clearly
demonstrated by the miraculous establishment.
propagation and preservation of the Saviour’s
Church ; the exact fulfilment of all the ancient fi-
gures and prophigcies : in a word, by all the invin-
cible arguments adduced in favour of Christianity.

Andout of the midst thereaf, that is, out of the
midst of the fire, as it were, the rescmblance of am-
ber. ’

‘Amber isa substance of a rich, clear, {ranspa-
rent, but not dazzling brightness; not concealing
the extrancous substances, whishithappens tocou-
tain : a substance too, which acquites by feiction
an clectric beat and an attractive quality. It mav
therefore be considered as representing in the midst
of thg divine fire that embraces it the rightcous
purtion of the human race ; the just, so mild, unos-
tentatious, humble and open-hearted ; who seck
not to hide their imperfections ; and whose bene-
volence and friendly sympathies are excited and
warmed by their confact, or communication with
their fellow creatuves 3 whom they win over, and
attract to.themselyes by the endearing ties of good
offices and brotherly love. These, though ot so
refulgentas the glorified jn heaven ; coninue tv
dwell and shine in the midst of the bright evidence
of truth, and the fire of Charity, whick encircles the
mysterious cloud » that is, they adhere to the tag
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hureh, in which tho revealed mysteries are care-
rully retained : to tho camp that worships before
the sanctuary, where the cloud and tho fire are scen
morest,  Exod. 838, 9, 10.—Num. 9, 17.

sdnd in the midst thereof the likeness of four
ieing crealures.  Andthis was their appearance ;
“hereeas the likeness of @ man in them.

The four living creatures are generally under-
<tood to denote the four cvangelists,  Zheretcas the
}-keness of @ man in them ; because in their Gos-
pels the eternal Son is described under the like-
ness of man ; whose nature he assumed,

Ieery onc had four faces ; and every one had
tour wings.

T'he four fuces and four twings of every one,
shew that the Gospel of each i addressed, and the
tlight directed, to all the four quarters of the earth,
Uhat they are the winged bearers inall directions,
+ the Guspet, or glad tidings of salvation to cvery
croature,

Their fect were straight feel : § the sole of their
w0t qwas like the sole of a calfs foot ¢ end they spar-
Mod like the appearance of glowing brass.

"The straightness of their feet marks theirundevi-
iy tendency forward to the end proposed ; the
sostiuetion, sanclification and salvation of all, a-
mong whom, in their onward progress, they arrive,,
ATse, that they are not to bo dIvcﬁcd\ Z’rogn}}p_iﬁ

~uise ;or made 6 swerye by any forced or fanci-
ul interpretation from their original meaning in
vizht that they relate : their march and gait being
vor determined, controlléd and directed, b’:y the
spivit of truth,

T%e solo af their foot was as the sole of a calf’s
ool

{i7s un the sole of thefoot that one slands : and it
sun the typical religion of the Jews that the
Uhritian Religion is folnded. Now the supreme
#ct of the Jewish Religion, that is, Sacrifice ; con-
“'sted in the Emblematical offering up chicfly of

alees, oxen, bullocks, &ec.

Zheir sperkling, like the cppearomce of glowing
drass, denotes the bright, and likewise durable
quality of the truths they proclaim.

And they had the hands of a man under their
»ings on teir four sides,

Itis with real buman hands that the bearers of
the Gospel to all the four quarters of the carth ; the
Jaw{ul pastors of Christ’s Church ; administer to
the faithful the Sacraments, and all the sanctify-
g and saving helps, which the gospel preached
by them implies, -

<Ind they had faces ang wings on their four sides
~~as above. 4nd the wings of one were joined to
he wings of another, They turned not, when they
‘oent : but every onc went straight forward,

A_\\ }lxis shews their close connection, and theun-
:If:x'mtxngiendency of their flight : that their four
Gospelsare but one: and that the bearers, or
;.)r.cachcrs of that Gospel, baving their wings so
ioined, keep the same w.erring and steady flight :
fhat t'heu' Rule of Faith isnot a whimsical, crook-
¢d, zig-zag one ; bending, according {o human
ceprice, from right to left : that they aro not, as

doctrine—Ephes. 5, 14—but ' that their doctrine is
invariable and unerring ; over tending straight for-
ward, and directing us onwards to the happy end,
for which we were created.—Not such is the march
and progress of error ; which follows the allure-
ments of its fancy ; or shrinks from the objects of
ils fears. The reptile Serpent brood can never
proceed in a straight line. They are condemned
to wriggle on their crovked way in tho dust and
filth, on which they feed. Gen. 3, 14, They
have not the wings of the Dove, to casty them aloft,
and bear them clear o all earthly obstruction, Ps.
54,7.

And, as for the likeness of their fuces, there was
the face of a man, and the fuce of a lion on the right
sideof all the four : and the fuce of an ox on the left
stdeof all tie four . and the fuce of on cagle over all
the four,

The face of @ manis understood to allude to Saint
Matthew ; who begine his Gospel with the human
genealogy of Christ ; shewing him thereby to be
truly man, as descending from man; who at the
same timeig truly God. Thus the first of the four
Gospels begins by describing the human ; and the
last, or that of Saint John, by describing the divine
generation of the Saviour, Tnthisthe wings of both
meet, and are joined.

The face of the Lion indicates Saint Mark ; who
begins his Gospel with the zoice crying in the de-
sart ; where the Lion’s voice is tha loudest heard
and by shewing the Saviour, the Zion df the tribeof)
Juda, entering the wilderness ; and there, accord-
ing to Jacob’s praphecy—Gen. 49, 9— Couching
like the Lion, or Lioness for his prey : trying, as

the Apostle says, carried about with cvery wingd of!|

man, bis strength in‘sccret against the ruler of this
world, before coming forth conguering to conquer,
As David tried his strength upon the Lion, whom
he slew ; before openly facing and slaying the Go-
liah of the Philistincs, This? Gospel besides was
written under the direction of Saint Peter, the im-
metliate representative of Juda’s lion ;and is hence
called Saint Peter’s Gospel.

Theright side is that of the Gentiles ; for on their
side did the Man-God display in their conversion
the resistless might, and all-subduing force of the
lion,

" The left side is that of tho Jews : and the face of |
the oz on thatside, the emblem of their sacrifice, al-
tudes to Saint Luke; who gives the priestly gene-
2logy of the Saviour ; shewing him, and also ‘his
precursor, tohave beendescendeg from tha tribe of
Leviand the house of Aaron,

ke face of the cagle over all the four, The ea-
gleis the allegorical emblem of Saint Joln; who
soaring over all the others, darts forth at once
beyond the bounds of time : contemplatés the cter-
nal generation of the Son from the Father ; and
thence allighting on his native earth, proclnims him
God the word ; who wes made man and dwelt a-
mongsl us.

And their faces and their wings were stretched
upwards: two wings of every one icerejoined , and
two covered their badics. '

Lheir faces and their wings were styetched up-

wards to Heaven, the place to which thoy tend :!
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the abject of their utimost wishes and expectations.
Tho twowingsof cach joined, denote their close
union ; their moral and dootrinal concert : and the
lwo, with which they cover their bodies, their mys
tevious and allegorical character.

And every one of them twent straight forward ;
whither theimpulse of the spirit was fo go, thither
thei; went : and they turned not when they went.

‘T'hey are impelled and directed ivalltheir move
menls by the impulse of that divino upirit, which
the Saviour promised (o send to teach his pastors
all things ; and guide them into alltruth, tothe end
of the world, John 15, 23,

And, as for the likencss of the living creafures,
their.appearance was like that of Lving coals of fire:
and like the appearance of Lamps. 4'lis wus the
viston running {0 and froin the midst of the living
creatures : a grzght Jire ; and lightenings going
forth from the fire.

Coal is a terrestrial substance. It is hore thers-
forc the appropriate emblem of the carthly creaturt
man all on fire with divine love.

The living creatures, thus likened to burning
coals af fire, are also likened to Lamps : because,
as our Saviour said of them, they are the light of the
world, Mat. 5, 14,

Their running to and fro, denoles their indefa-
tigable activity ; their anxious and restless endea-
vours to spread all around them the sacred fire of
that charity, with which they glow : and to shew
forth, like Lamps, the light of faith, enhauced by
the bright and edifying example of their virluous
conduct: as Saint Paul exbhorts—preach, says he,
the word, De instant, in scason’; oul of season.
Intreat ; rebuke, in all patience and doclrine, 2
Tim, 4,2,a0d verso 5, Be thou vigilant : labour
in.all things : dothe work of an evangelist : fulfif
the Blinistry : be sober, &c. . -

The bright fire; and lighinings going forth
from the fire ; represent proceedipg from the fuir-
nancerof charity sand from their hearts all'on firo
with that divine virtue ; their bright convincing and
allsubduing doctrine: theicenlightening & instuction
and heart-enkindling exhortations ; which, for theiz
splendid evidence, and rapid overpowering effect ;
are compared {o “%e vivid and instantaneous flashes
of lightuing. .cme consider the lifhtninga here
mentioned, (since lightning is.usually acconipane
ied with tempest,) as emblematical of the power,
with which the Church, in her natheras’and Ex-
communications, blasts,-as with irresislible light-
n{ngS, all heresies,schisms, and scandalous immaqz-
alities, .

To be continwedy

BIBLICAL NOTICES AND EXPLANATIONS,
Contipmeg.
THE SECOND BOCK OF SAMUEL,
OTHERYISE CALLED
THE SECOND BOOK OF KINGS.

This Book relates the transactions from the
death of Saul, until the end of David’s reiign; hoe
ing a history for the space of about forty-six
ears, C s

3 Chapter i—Verse 10,~—I killed BAim, Ths
stor{ of the young Amalecite was nict true, a2 may
easily be proved by comparing it with the last
chapler of the foregoing bonk, verse 4: D, B.

It appears, the young.manin the confusion of (tr
defeat, had been_able to take the diadem and
bracelet from the dead body of Saul. And, in de-
livering them up, e thought to enhance bis meri?,
by representing fimscifas the one who bad final-
Iy delivered David from his most cruclacd seleeis
less persceutor, ~ ) g
Verse 18-=4s it is-oritien in the -dook 'df {he
Just, Here is another Boole of the seripturé men-
tioned, which has beenJest.

Chapter ji. v, 30.~He rcigned two years, tht
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8, before he began visibly to decline : but, inall, |
he reigned seven years aud six months ; Zor so long
did David reign in Hebron. D. B.

Chapteriii. Verse 35.— 8o God do tome ; and;
-pore also ; if 1 taste bread, or any thing else be-
fore sun set ! Here is furnished another scripture
preofthat fasting was always a penitential observ-
ance amang the people of God.

Chapter v. V. 4d.—David was thirly years old
when he began to reign.  See also 3 Kings, ii. 11.
‘The Saviour, whom David prefigured, tas thirty,
“rears old, when he  began his spiritual reign ; by,
sssuiag his royal mandates, in his public preachings,
first to the Jews ; as David did frst to the tribe of,|
Juda : and finally to the Gentiles ; represented byl
the other reclaimed tribes of Israel.

Verse 8.— e blind and the lame ;who hated the |
soul of Pavid. They are only the blind and the
lame in the spiritual sense, who oppose the con-;
"juests of the spiritual David. . !

Chapter vi. V. 7.—nd the indignation of the,
I ord was kindled ageinst Oza:and he struck him,
for kis rashness -+ and he died there before the ark
9f God. .. .

Are the things now appertaining to the worship of)
the true God less Loly, than formerly ? Sutely nat. |
But, as the Christian dispensation is, not like that
of the Jews, a temporal, but  a spiritual one : soin

it every offence is visited with a spiritual punish-

ment, far more awiul than any temporal or bodily
ane  0za’s punishment shows besides that God’s
'abernacle or church, isnot to be upheld by the’
‘and of man; but by bis own divinely supporting

power. Look at all the sccts of man’s establish-

ment ; though forme:d with all the cunning of Luman

prudence ; though fenced in with the laws of pow-,
orfni states ; and defended with all the resources of‘
*he mighti. st monarchs : have we not seen them
ol successively cramble to nought?  “nddo we
-0t even now behold a seet, that had clung like tle

harren parasite Ivy to the Catholic constitution of
Tngland 5 as it is seen still clinging round our

Catholics Cathedrals ; do we notsee it now begin-|
ving to be shaken loose from the agitated boughs

and branghes of the vencrable oak, to which it 2d-

hered with serpentine embrace ; drinking in its

vital sap, and withering quite the supporting tree,
on which it soluxuriantly throve; but now wither-!
ing and mouldering in its turn ? While that church,
alone which Christ founded, survives them all;)
and shews hor majestic and imperishable form still,
*owcring over their shattered remans and unscem-
iy, wide spread, uncombinable ruins.

Chapter vii. 'V, 12.—7 will establish his king-
don.  This prophecy partly relates to Solomon
but much more to Christ, who is called the son of;
Dwid n seripture ; and who is the builder of the
‘tue temple, which is the church; bis_cverlusting
ikingdom, which shall never fail. D. B I

Chapter xii. V. 11.—Twill raise up, §e. Al

hese evils, in as much as they were punishments, ”
+ome upon Pavid by a just judgment of xod for,
his sin : and therefore God says: I will raise up,!
&c.  But, in as much as they were sins, on ﬂxcl
vart of Absalem and his associates ; God was net it
:he autiior of them : he only permitted them. D. B./]

Verses 13, 14.~7he Lord hath {aken away thy |
sin: thou sholt not die. Neverthcless, because,
Sc~—thechild that s born lo thee, shall surely
Jie.—lere we sce the guilt pavdoned, to the
epenting sinner , the clerncl punishment thereby
remiited ; and yet Zemporal janishment inflicted.

Verse 16.—.2nd Dand liept a fast ; and, going
o by Limself, lay upon the ground; Aad the an-
1uls of his kouse came to make lnm rise from the
sround; but he twould not 5 neither did he eat
meatgerith them. Adndat came lo pass, on the
secentl day the child dicd.

Verse 22.—And ke said: while the child was
yet elive, T fasted and wept for him ; for I seid :

| !

t

who knoweth whether the Lord may not give him to)’
me ; and the ehild may hve ? i
Isnot this, (as the Catholic churcih teaches we

should) joining pennance, and fasting with prayer;

m order to appease God’s wrath > And vet Pro-

testants, who tmock at such Catholic doctrine and.
pracl’iccs, pretend to square theiv faith by scrip-

(ure ! i
Chapter xv, V. 30.—Weeping, §¢. David on’
this occasion wept tor his sins ; which he knew
were the cause of all his sufferings. D, B.

Chapter avi, V. 10.—The f;rd hath bid kim
curse . not that the Lord was the author of Semei's
sin, which proceeded purely from his own malice .
amd the abuse of his free will; but that, koowing
and suffering his walicious dispositien to break out!
on this occasion ; he made use of luni, as lusin-)
strument, to punish David for his sins.  Tbid. ,

Verse 21,— Their hands may be strengtiened,’’
§c. The people might apprehend lest Absalom
should be reconciled to his father; and therefore
they followed bim with some fear of being left in
the lurch ; 1l they saw such a cruue committed
:;z.f’cemcd tomake a reconeiliation impossible.'

id.

Chapter xviii, V. 83.—I1Fho would grant me,’
tihat I might die forthee, &c. David lamented the!
death of Absalom, because of the wretched stalte in
which be died ; and therefore would have been!
glad to have saved his hife, even by dying for him."i
Tn which he was a figure of Christ weeping, pray- :
ing and dying, for his rebeliious children; and /'
ever for them that cricified him,  Ibid,

Chapter xxii, V. 2.—David’s Canticle is pyo-'
phetically allusive to the Redeemer, of whom Da-|
vid wasa figure. -

Chapter xxiii, V. 1.—He is bere called the man!
to whom it was appointed concerning the Christ of |
the God of Jacob : the cxcellent Psalmist of Israel. Ii
Lhe spivit of the Lord, (says he) hath spoken by,
me; and his word by my tongue, i

Chapter xxiv. V. 10.—But David’s heart struclk)
Lim, after the people were numbered,—that 1s, hol
was touched with a great remorse for tho vanity!
and pride, which had put him upon numberipg the
peeple,

f
End of the second Book of Kings. ||
THE THIRD BOOK OF XINGS. }

This, and the following Book are called by the;)
holy fathers thethird und lourth Book of Kings;y
but by the IHelrews the first and second. Tﬁcy
contamn the history of the kingdoms of Isracl and
Juda from the beginning of the reign of Solomon to
the caplivity. Astothe writer of these Books, it
seems wiost probable they were not written by one
man; norat onc time: bat, as there was all along:
a suceession of prophets in Israel, who recorded by
divino inspiration the most remarkable things that
happened in their days: these Books seem to have
been wrilten by these prophets.—See 2 Paralipo-
menon, alias, 2 Chronicles, ch. in, 29—cbh. xii. 15,
ch. xiii. 22-~ch. ax. 3—ch, xxii. 22—ch, xxxii.
32, B,B.

Chapter ii. ¥, 5,—~These instructions, given by
king David, to his son, with relation to Joab and
Semei, proceeded not from any rancour of heart,
or private pi%ue; but from a zeal for justice ; that
crimes 0 public and heinuus might not pass un:

punished.—Verse 6,—7p hell. This word'hell,
{

does not here signify the place or state of damna-
tion; but the place and state of the dead. D. B.

Chapter iv.—The peaceful reign and wisdom of]
Solomon, were emblematic ofthe peaceful reign of|
Jesus Christ, the wisdom of the most high: and
the temporal rictes of the former, of the spiritnal
riches of the latter.

Verse 32— Zhree thousand paradles, §¢. These
waorksare all lost, excepting some part of the par-
ables, extant in the Book ‘of Proverbs; and the
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chiel poem, called the Canticle of Canticles, D, B

Chapter vi—The temple buiit by Solomon wa.
a figure of the church built by Clirist,

Verse .—I8as built of stones hewed and mads
ready.—The stones for the building ol Gad's ¢t
nal temple, in the heavenly Jerusalem, (who
the faithfil) must first be hewn  aud polished hei
by many t1ials and sufferings, botore they can b
admitted to have a place 1 that oclestil stiu
ture, o

Z'hercwas neither hammer nor axe, nor any {col ot
frm; heard in the hvuse, when it was m budding.
This <hews the guictmanner wm wineh the churea
of Christ was reaicd. It was not established by
compulsion, violence and bloud shed : but by nih
and meck persunsiou; the effeet of the peace!
preachings ol the Saviows Apostles and then
lawful suecessors.

Verse 38.—s/ad ke wes sezen years in buildine
it 'The duration of our tune 18 rezrulated by th
number sewen,  We lave explamed this beton
when speaking af the week of days, of years and o
thousands. 1t is during all this tine that the 1rue
Solomoen is building bis everlasting temple ; whien
will be completed at the end of tune, when all 1+
chosen parts, the clect, are built upin ity aw!
united tagether in heaven for eternity.

To be continued

Extracted from Charity, @ manuseript poem
ON THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.

And lo! At length now to th’ expecting world,

As Jong foretold, the saviour-god desgends:

Th’ eternal son; his father’s image bright;—Plilip. 2, 6

In man’s fra'l form appears.—Nor nature felt

Her maker’s tread; so silent from his throne.—Is. 41, 3.

He glided forth; ~~e sought our!mﬂz sphere.—Ps. 71. 6.

Butah! how sitean disguis’d! heav's's Xing on cartl,

An outcast vile, nor home, nor welcome finds

*Mong those, blest with his earlrest visit paid.

A ruin’d stable from the wintry blasts

Its shelter sole affordst Acr&: his couch!

Such was the palace; such the bed of state

For nature’s lord prepar’d! his royal robes

Were swaddling b:mgs: and all his courtier train,

His mather blest, with her chaste guardian spouse:

An ox, an ass; meek menials, statipp’d near.~Is. 1, 3¢
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