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SAMUEL WTEGGEfq Govtine.
R 'S&T"JAM-ES- WINTER LAKE, Deputy G’overnol‘;v". .
| - AND o
THE REST OF THE COMMITTEE |

~ OF THE HVONOURA]HJE . )

HUDSON’S BAY COMPANTY,

HONOURABLE SIRS,

S the féllowing Journey, was undertaken
4 at your Requeftand Expence, I feel it
no lefs my Duty than my Inclination to ad-
drefs it to you ; heping that my humble Ep-

deavours to relate, in 2 plain and unadorned
Style, the various Circumftances and Remarks, .
a which -




DEDICATION. S
_ ~which occurred during that ]ourn;y, W111

. meet with  your Approbatlon h o
B I am, Wlth much Eﬁeem and Gratltudc, ,'

HONOURABLE SIRS,

Your moft obédient, and

moft obliged humble Servant,

SAMUEL HEARNE,
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N R. DarsymeLe, in one of his Pamphlets
L relating to Hudfon’s Bay, has been fo ve~

ry particular in his obfervations on my }ourney,
as to remark, that I have not explained the con-
firudion of the Qxadrant which I had the mis-

, fortune to break in my fecond Journey to the

North. It was a Hadley’s Quadrant, with a

- bubble attached ta it for an horizon, and made by

Daniel Scatlif of Wapping. But asno 1n{irument ;
on the fame principle could be procured when I~
was fetting out on my laft Journey, an old El-
top’s Quadrant, ‘which had been upwards of thir-
tyyears at the Fort, was the only mﬁrumentl
could then be provided w1th in any refpe&: Proa
per for making obfervatmns with on the land.

Mr. Dalrymple alfo obferves, that 1 only 1n-
ferted in my laft Journal to the Company, one
obfervation for the latitude, which may be true;
but I had, neverthelefs, feveral others during
that journey, particularly at Snow-bird Lake,
Thelwey-aza-yeth, and Clowey, exclufive of that
mentioned in the Journal taken at Conge-catha-
whachaga. But when I was on that Journey,

' a2 - and




P R ETFACE
and for. feveral years after, I little thought that

any remarks made in it would ever have attra&—
ed’ the notice of the Public: i T had; gre ér
- pains “might and would ‘have been taken t ) '

ST .

der it more Worthy of their attention than i it now:
is. At that time my ideas and ambition extend-{
ed no farther than to give my employers fuch:an -
account of my ploceedmgs s might be fatisfacto-
ry to them, and + “ver the purpofe which they
had in view ; little thinking it would ever come
under the mfpe&i‘on of {o ingenicus and indefa.
tigéblé ageocraphcr as Mr. Dalrymple muft be
allowed to be. But as the cafe has turned out

‘-other w1fe, { have at’ my Iexfure hours recopied alI

my journals into one book, and in fome inftan-
ces added to the remarks ¥ had before made not,
fo much for the mformatlon of thofe who, are '

critics in treocrraphy, as for the amufement of can-

did and indulgent readers, who may perhaps feel
themfelves in fome meafure gratified, by havmg
the face of a country brought to their view,
which has hitherto been entirely unknown to
every Evropean except myfelf. Nor will1 flat.
ter m}"faf a defcription of the modes of living,
manners, and cuftoms of the natives, (which,

_though long known, have never been defcnbed )

be lefs accentabie to the curious.
I cannot help c>bfervmD that I feel myfelf ra- .
ther hurt at Mr. Dalrymple’s reje&mg my lautude

o m fo perempto*y a manner,and in fo greata pro-

pomon,



PREFACE

| i-‘po' "t1on, ‘ashe has done; becaufe, before Iarriv-

Northward ‘of the! Arc’hc‘ ‘

‘now take upon me to fay ;. but it proves that the

latitude was confiderably more than Mr. Dal;ygp-_'

ple will admit of. His affertion,. that no grafs is

to be found on the (rocky) coaft of Grecnlz[nd ]

~farther.North than the latitude of 65°, is.no

proof there fhould not be any- in a much hlgh-,
er - latitude -in the interior, parts of North
America. -For, in the firft place, I thmk itis:
-more than. probable,_that the, Copper River emp-

_ties.itfelf into-a fort of inland Sea, or emenhve
Bay fomewhat like that of Hudior’s: and it.is

well known that no part of the coaft, of Hudfon s
.Straits, nor thofe of Labradore,. at leaft for. fome-

degrees South of theém, any more than the Eaft
. coaft of Hudfon’s Bay, till we arrive near W hale
River, have any trees on them ; while the VVeﬁ:
. coaft of the Bay in the fame latitudes, is well
 clothed with timber. . Where then is the gzound
_for fuch an affertion ? ? Had Mr. Dalrymple confi-

_dered this- c1rcumf’cance only, I flatter, my{elf he ©

~would not fo haftily have objedled to woods and
- grafs t bemv feen in fimilar fituatiops, thou{h in a
. much hlgher latitude. Neither can-the reafon~

longe- cathawhachaora, the Sun ‘did- not: fet_j,
-the whole. night: a proof that I was: thgnf :
'rde -1 may. be
. ,\,”‘ed to- add, that when I was at, the Copper
“River, on the cighteenth of July, the Sun’s decli-
“i:-pation was but 24°, and yet it was ccrta,:yly
~fome - height -above the horizon at midnight;
how much, as Idid not zber remark, I w:ll not -

ing .

ik
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inig which Mr, Dalrymple derives from theerrord

_ cpmmltted ineftimating the dlﬁanee.toCumb
. land Houfe, any wiy affe& the ‘quétion under
confideration 5 becaute that diftaiice being chicly :

i longitude, 1 #iad no means gf correcting it by

an obfervation; which was nog the cafe here, . o

- T do not by any means wif toenter intoa difs

pute with; or incur the difpleafure of Mr, Dyl

ryinple; but thinking, a5 1 do, that 1 have net

been treated in fo lbera] 2 manner as { ought to

have been, he will excufe me for "end'eaVOuﬁ'ng
o Cohvince the Public that his objections are i
| ‘agreat meafure without foundation. Apd hav. -
- ‘ingdone fo, I fhall quit the difagreesble fubje&

- Wwith declaring, that if any part of the following
 dheets thould afforg amufement to My, Datrym.
Ple, of any other of my readers, it will ‘be the
“higheft gratification I can recejve. and the only
Tecompence I defire to obtain for the hardfhips
and fatigue which I underwent 15 procuring the
information contained in them,

Being well affured that feveral learned and cu.
rious gentlemen are in pofieffion -of ‘manufcript
copies of, or extracts from, my Journals, as well
as"topiés of the Charts, I have been induced to
make this COpy as corre® as poflible, and to pub- -
Tith i efpecially as I obferve that fearcely any
tWwo of the publications that contain extrads from v
"oy Journals,- greein the dates when Tarrived-at,
““or departed from, particular places. To redify
.- thofe difagreements [ applied to the Governorand

' B ' Committee
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| »Cammxttee af the Hudfon’s Bay €ompany, far

" to-this Journey. With this aﬁiﬁance Thave been
: enabled to re@ify fome inaccuracies that had, by
_trufting too much to memory, crept into this.co-
py; and I now offer it .to the Public under aua
thentic dates and . the beft authorities, however
widely fome publications may differ from-it.

T have taken the liberty to expunge fome paffa-
_ ges-which were inferted in the original copy, as
being no ways interefling to the -Public, and fe-

veral dthers have undergone great alterationss .
fo.that, in fa@, the whole may be faid to.be new-

modelled, by being blended with a wvariety of

Remarksand Notes that were not inferted.in the -
original copy, but which my long refidence inthe -

country has enabled me to add.

The account of the principal quadrupeds and

birds that frequent thofe Northern regions in
Summer, as well as thofe which never migrate,
though not defcribed in a fcientific manner, may
not be entirely unacceptable to the moft {cienti-
fic zoologifts ;- and to thofe who are unacquaint-
ed with the technical terms ufed in zoology, it
may perhaps be more ufeful and entertaining,
than if I had defcribed them in the moft claffical

manner. But I muft not conclude this Preface,
without acknowledging, in the moft ample man- -

.‘.' -!}--

ner, the aﬂiﬂance I have received from the
A Tl

ve to perife my original Jourpals. -This. was
granted with the greateft affability and polite.
_pefs; as 'well as a.fight of all.my Charts relative




PREFACE

fal of Mr. Pennant’s Ardic Zoology ; whlch has‘*
- enabled m to give feveral of the bjrds thei
~per for- thofe by which they are kn
' purely Indian, and of courfe

, n; to every European who has'n
o refidedin that country, e

~ Toconclude, I can not fufficient]

y regret the lofsf_,}
of 2 confiderable Vocabulary of the. Northern "
Indian Language,

Pl containing fixteen foljo ‘pages,
. which 'was lent to the late My, Hutchins, thén

Correfpondmg Secretary to the Company, to
' copy for Captain- Duncan, when he went on dift

inety. But Mr: Hutch- .
ins dying foon after, the Vocabulary was taken

‘aWay with the reft of his effeéts, and cannot now

‘be recovered : ;.and memory, at this nme, w1ll by
- 10 means ferve to replace it, . -

C ON.;. :
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CHAP L

Tranfactions from my leaving Prince of Wales’s
Fort on my firft Expedition, till our Arrival
thére again.

Sez‘ off from: t/:e Fort ; arrive at Po-co-thee ki f 0 Rz-

wer.—One of the Northern Indians deferts. —Cro_/fc :

" Seal River, and walk on the barren grounds.—
Receive wrong information concerning the diftance of
the woods.~—Weather begins to be wvery cold, provifs ift-
ons all expended- and nothing to be got.—Strike to
the Weftward, arrive at the -woods, and kill three
deer —Set forward in the North Weft quarter, fee -

'\ the tracks of mufk-oxen and deer, but killed none—
Very fhort of provifions.—~Chawchinahaw wanits us

2o return.— Neither be nor bis crew contribute to
our maintenance.—He. influences feveral of the In-
dians to defert.~Chawchinabaw and all bis crew
leave us.—Begin our return o the Faﬁory s killa .

Jew partrzdge.;, the ﬁrﬁ mealwe bad bad for feveral E

days.—~Villany of one of the home Indians and his
awife, who was a Northern Indian woman—drrive
, . St



"o his tent, ufage veceived there; my” Indians a] it in

CONTENTS'

- ot Seal Rwer, kill 1o deer; parmdge.t wplenty.--
©. - Meet afrange Northern Indian, accompany. bim to

ln!lmg fome beawr.—-Promd toward home, - 'zmd ;"t_

CHAP I

Tranfaitions from our arrival at the Faory, to
my leaving it again, and during the Firft Part
of my Second Journey, .till I had the misfor-
tune to break the Quadrant,

Tranfaltions at the Factory.—Proceed on my fecond
Journey—Arrive at Seal River.—Deer plentiful
Jor fome sime.—Method of angling fifb under the
ice.—Set our fifbing-nets.—Merhod of Jetting neis .
under the ice.—My guide prapefes to flay #ill the
geefe fhould begin to fly; bis reafons accepted.--. Pitch

. our tent in the beft manner.—~Method of pitching a
tent in Winter.—~Fifb plentiful for fime time ; grow

 weryfearce ; ingreat want of provifisns.—Manner
 of employing my time.—~My guide killed two deer.—
Move to the place they were lying at.; there kill fe-
weral more deer, and three beavers.—Soon in want
of provifions again.—Many Indians join us from the
Weftward —We began ts move towards the barren
ground.— Arrive at She-than-nee, there fuffer great
diftrefs. for awant of provifions.~Indians kiil tawo

. Jwans and three geefe.~Geefe and other birds. of

. paffage plentiful — Leave She-than-nge, and arrive

at




CONTENT&j*

o at Bemlzone.-—-One of my companions guns bm;ﬁ:, SR

mza’ /%atter: his left band.-Leave Beralzone, and. =

get on: ‘the barren gréund, clear of all woods.es 2

- Throw away our Sledges and fnaw jbm -Each
: pferﬁn tukes @ doad on Bis back; my por

gage.-—-Expofed to many hardfhips.-- ecue}'al day.c |

without wvictuals.---Indians kill three mufh-oxen,
- but for want of fire are obliged 30 eat the meat
yaw.---Fine weather returns ; make a fire ; effelts
of long fafting; jflay @ day or two to dry fome
weat in the Sun..--Proceed to the Northward,
‘and arrive at Cathawbachaga; there find fome
© tents of Indians.—HA Northern leader called Keel-
bies meets ws; fend .a letter by bim to the Gover-
nor==Tranfaitions at Cathawhachaga 5 leave it,
and proceed 1o the Northwaid.—Meet feveral

Tndians~My guide not willing to proceed; bis =

reafons for it—Many more Indians foin Us.—=
Arrive cat -Doobaunt Whaie River. —Manner of
Jerrying ‘over vivers in the Northern Indian ca-
noes.~No ‘rivers-in ‘thofe parts in'a ufeful direti-
o fur the natives.~~Hid nearly lof the quadrant-and
all the powder.~Some réfletions -on our fituation,

-and conduc? of ‘the -Indians.—Find the quadrant '

-and part of the powder~Obferve for -the latitude.
==ZRuadrant broke: —-Rg/'olw o return-again to the
-Fattory. - ‘ . Page 11

CHAP.
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L tillI arrlved at the Fa&ory

Sefueral _/Zmnge Indzam Join us from the Nortbwdrd |
- —=They plunder me of all 1 bad 5 but did not plun-

der-the Southern Indians.—My guide plundered.—

- We begin our return to the Faclory.—Meet with
"~ other Indians, who join our company.—~Collect deer-

Skins for clothing, .but could not get them dreffed.—
Suffer much bardfbip from the want of dents and-
warm ‘clothing.—Mof2 of the Indians leave us.
— Meet with Matonabbee.—Some account . of him,

. and bis bebaviour to me and the Southern Indians.

~We remain in bis company Jome -time.—His -
jérvatwm on my two unfuccefsful attempts.—We
leave him, and proceed to a place to which be di-
recled us, in order to make Srow-fhoes andﬂedge:. .
---Foin Matonabbee again, ‘and proceed towards the
Faftory in bis company.— Ammunitionruns fhort.—
My/elf and four Indians fet off poft for the Faltory.
s Much bewildered in a fnow florm; my dog is fro-
zen to death; we lie in a bufp of willrws.—Pro-
ceed on our journey. —-Great di ﬁculfy in croffing a

| ~ jumble of rocks. —Arrive at the Fort, P&ge 47

CHAP.
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Tranfac’i:lons durmg our Stay atPn

- Fort, and the former Part of our third Expedi-

" tion, till'our Arrival at Clowey, ‘where we
built Canoes, in May 1771.

Preparations for our departure.~Refufe to take any
of the home-guard Indians with me.~By fo doing,
I gffend ihe Governor.—Leave the Fort a third

© timg.~ My infiructions on this expedition.—Provi-

* Jions of all kinds wery fearce.—Arrive at the woods,
where we kill fome deer.—Arrive at Ifland Lake.
—Matonabbee taken ill.~~Some remarks thereon.—

+ Foin the remainder of the Indians’ families.~Leave - -
Hfland Lake.~ Defcription thereofi— Deer plentiful.
—Meet a firange Indian.—Alter our courfe from
Weft North Weft to Wef? by South.~Crofs. Catha-

* ivbacbzzga River, Coffed Lake, Snow-Bird Lake,

. and Pike Lake.~Arrive at a tent of firangers, who.

- are employed in fnaring deer in a pound.—Defcrip-
tion of a pound.—Method of proceeding.—Remarks
thereon.—Proceed on our journey.—Meet with fe- -
veral parties of Indians ; by one of whom I fent a

-+ letter to the Governor at Prince of Waless Fortmm

- drrive at Thleweyazayeth.~Employment there,—
Proceedto theNorth North Weft and North.—Arrive
at Clowey.—One af :‘be Indian’s wives takm in lae

© bour,
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- . 6oz(r.§-Réfharés tbefem.-—(?q/iom: obferved by tbe_\k?
- Novthern Indians on thefe accafions. .~ Page 6o

-~

Tranfa&ions at Clowey, and on our Journey, tilt
our Arrivalat the Copper-mine River.

Several firange Indians join use—Indians employed in
building canoces 5 defeription and ue of themm
More Indians join us, 2o the amount of fome hun.
dreds.— Leave Clowey.—Receive intclligence that
Keelfbies was near usv—Twa young men difpatched

 Jor my letters and goods.~—drrive at Pefbew Lake ;
crofs part of it, and make a large finoke.~One of
Matonabbee’s wives elopes~-Some remarks on the
natives.—Keelfhies foins us, and delivers my lettérs,
but the goods were all expended.—A Northern In-
 dianwifbes to take one of Matonabbec's wives Jrom
© bim; matters compromifed, but had like to bave
proved fatal 1o my progrefs.~Crofs Pefbew Lake,
when I make proper arrangements for ihe remaine
der of my journey.——Many Indians foin our party,
in order to make war an the Efguimaux at the Cop-
per River.—Preparations made for that purpofe
while at Clowey.—Proceed on our journcy to the
Nortlh.—Some remarks an the way.—Crofs Cogead:
Lake on the ice.~—~The fun did not fet.— Arrive at
- Cong ecatbawhachaga. —~Find feveral Copper Indi-
‘aus therev—Remarks and tranfoclions during our

Siay.




oy CO“NTENTS. S 2vil
o /}ay a Congecmbawbatbaga.—l’rowed o OUL folira o
 ney~=Weather wvery bad.—Arrive at the Stoney.
. Mountdins —Somé. account of them.—-CrayE part .
- of Bufialo Lake on the ice.—Saw many mufk-oxens )
i a-—-Defcrzpmn o tbem -—-Went with adians to
- wiew Grizzle-bear Hill.—oin ﬁran‘ Northern
" Indian Leader, called Olye, in company with jome
‘ C‘opper Indians —T beir behaviour te me.—Arrive
at the Copper-ming River. - - Pagegs

CH AP Vi

Tranfattions at the Copper-mine River, and till
we joined all the Women to the ‘South of Coge-
ad Lake.

Some Cpppar Indzans Join us.—Indians fend three fpies

down the river.—Begin my furvey.—~Spies return,

- and give an. account of five tents of Efguimaus.——In-

dians confult the befz method 2o fieal on them in the

night, and kill them while.afleep.~Crofs the river.

— Proceedings of the Indians as they advance to-

wards the Efquinaus, tents.~The Indians begin the

majfacre while the poor Efquimaux are afleep, and

Jay them all.—Much affelted at the fight of one

- young woman killed clofe to my feot.~—The behaviour

of the Indians om, this acmjz‘on ~—Their brutifb treat-

ment of the dead bodies.~Seven more tents Jeenon
the oppofite fide of the viver.—~The Indigns barafs =
them, dill they fly to g fboal ivi the river for fafety..
~Behas




T v . CONTENTS:
| e v—-Bebavtaur of t the Indians after kzllmg thofe Efqui-
SRt maux.-—Crcy} the river, and prazeea’ to the iepts
. on that fide.~Plunder their tmt.r, and dg ﬁroy their
o utenfi ls.-—C'an;mue my ﬁtrvey to the river’s mouth.
there.~Set out on my return.—Arrive
\the Coppermines.— Remarks on it. —~Many
az‘z‘empts ‘made to induce the Copper Indians to carry
- their own goods to market.—Obfacles to it.—Villa-
“ny and cruelty of Keelfbies to fome of thafe poor In-
dians.—Leave the Copper-mine, and walk at an
amazing rate till we join the women, by the fide of
CogeadWhoie.--- Much foot-foundered.—T be appear-
ance very alarming, but foon changes for the better.”
— Proceed to the fouthward, and join the remainder
of the women and children—DMany other Indians
@rrive with them. . - Page 145

C H A P. VIL

Remarks from the Time the Women joined us
till our Arrival at the Athapufcow Lake.

Several of the Indians fick.— Method ufed by the conju-
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(OR many years it was th,eiopinio_n of all ranks
F of people, that the Hudfon’s Bay Company
. were averfe to making difcoveries of every kind;

and being content with the profits of their {mall
capital, as it was then called, did not want to in-
creafe their trade.  What might have been the
ideas of former members of the ;Comp_any re-
fpetting the firft part of thefe chargcs I cannot
fay, but I am well affured that they, as well ag
the prefent members, have always been ready to
embrace every plaufible plan for extending the
trade. As a proof of thi‘s‘ affertion, I need only _
mention the vaft fums of money which they have
expended at different times in endeavouring to
eftablifh fitheries; though without fuccefs - and
the following Journey, together with the various
attempts made by Bean, Chriftopher, Johnfton,
and Puncan, to find 2 North Weft paflage, are
recent proofs that the prefent members are as de.
firous of making difcoveries, as they are of exend-
ing their trade.
Thatair of myftery, and affectation of fecrecy,
perhaps, which formerly attended fome of the
Company’s

INTROD UCTION. .




xxvii  INTRODUCTION.
Company s proceedmgs in the Bay, mxght give
" rife to thofe con_]e&ures ;-and.the unfounded als
' fertions and' unjuft” afpérfions of Dobbs, -Eliis,

Robfon, Dragge, and the American ’lraveller,

the only Authors that have written on Hudfon’s

Bay, and who have all, from motives of intereft

or revenge, taken a particular pleafure in arraign-

ing the conduét of the Company, without having -
any real knowledge of their proceedings, or any.
experience in their fervice, on which to found
their charges, muft have contributed to confirm
the public in that opinion. Molt of thofe Writ-
ers, however, advance fuch noterious abfurdities,
that none except thofe who are already prejudic-
ed againft the Company can give them credit*.

- Robfon, from his fix years refidence in Hud-
fon’s Bay and in the Company’s fervice, might
naturally have been fuppofed to know fomething
of the climate and foil immediately round the

Fa&ories at which he refided ; but the whole of

his book is evidently written with prejudice, and

ditated by a fpirit of revenge, becaufe his ro-
. mantic and inconfiftent {chemes were rejected by
) the Company. Befides, it is well known that
Robfon was no more than a tool in the hand of

Mr. Dobbs.
The American Traveller, though a more ele-
gant,

* Since the above was written, a2 Mr. Umfreville bas publifhed an ac- .
<count of Hudfon’s Bay, with the fame ill-nature as the former Authors ;
and for no other reafon than that of being difappointed in ficceeding to

" a command in the Bay, though there was no vacancy for bim,
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mps of the fineft virgin copper*, is fuch a pal-
bable falfehood that it needs no refutation. No
an, either Englith or Indian, ever found a bit
bf copper in that country to the South of the fe-

ccidentally dropped by fome of the far Northern
ndians in their way to the Company’s Facory.

abit, the large track of land which lies to the
orth of Churchill River, having repeatedly

actory, many of our people conjec’tured that it
was found not far from our fettlements ; ; and as
he Indians informed them that the mines were
ot very diftant from a large river, it was gene-
ally fuppofed that this river muft empty itfelf in-
to Hudlon’s Bay; as they could by no means

their manner of life might be, could ever tra-
verfe fo large a track of country as to pafs the
Northern boundary of that Bay, and particular:
ly without the affiftance of water-carriage. The
following Journal, however, will fhew how much
thefe people have been miftaken, and prove alfo
the improbability of putting their favourite
{cheme of mining inta practice.

enty-firft degree of latitude, unlefs it had been -

The natives who range over, rather than in-

XXix

nt. Wmer, has fill lefs clalm to our mdulgence, e
his affertions are a greater tax on our creduh-‘j :
His faying that he difcovered feveral large

775 e

rought famples of copper to the Company’s

think that any [et of people, however, wandering -

The

# American Travellers, page 23,



: rned mto a St:raxt tagc:ther w:th thcfé

pleé of copper, were: brought {0 the Compasny s

Tadtory at Churchill River immediately after its
firt eftablifhment, in the year one thoufand feven |
hindred and fifteen ; and ir does not appear that

any attempts were made to difcover either. the.

river or mines till the year one thoufand feven
hundled and nineteen, when the Company fitted
out a thip, called the Albany Frigate, Captain
George Barlow*, and a {floop, called the Difco-
very,

# (Captain Barlow was Goversor at Albany Fort when the French went -
over land from ‘Canada to befiege it in the 1504. The Canadians and'their’
Indian gaides furked in the neighbourhood of Albany for feveral days be-
fore they made the attack, and killed many of the cattle that werc graz-
ingin the masfhes. A faithful HomerIndian, who wason a hux':’cing..ex_;
curfion, difcovering thefe {irangers; and fuppofing them to be ememies,
immediately returned to the Fort, and informed the Governor of the cirs
cumftance, who gave little credit to it. However, every meafire was
taKen for the defence of the Fort, and orders were given to the Mafter of
2 floop that lay at fome diftance, to cometo the Fort with all poffible ex-
peditios on hearing a gun fired, -

Accordingly, in the middle of the night, or rather in the morning, the
Fiench came bcfore“iae Fort, marched up-to the gate, and demanded ene
trance. Mr, Barlow, who was then on the watch, told them, that the
Governor was afleep, but he would get the keys immediately. " The French
hearing this, expeéted no oppofition, and flocked uwp to the gate as clofe
as they could ftand, Barlow took the advantage of this opportunity, and
iaftead of opening the gate, only opened two port hales, where'two fix-
pounders ftood loaded with grape fhot, which were inflantly fired. This
2ifcharge killed great numbers of the French, and amongthem the Con-
mander, who was an [rithman.

Such an urexpefed reception made the remainder retire with great
pL cipitation ; and the Malter of the flaop hearing the guns, made the

£ of his way up to the Fort; but fome of the French who lay concealed
auder the Lanks of the river killed him, and alf the boat’ crew.

The




mia of great ‘expefierice:

in the: Company’s. fervice, who had been' many

years Governor at the different Factories in- the

' Bay, and who had: made the firft fetddement at

Churchill River. Notwithftanding the experi-

ence Mr. Knight might have had of the Comipa-

 ny’s. bufinefs, and his knéwicdge of thofe parts

' of the Bay where he had refideds; it cannot be fup-

pofed he was: well acquainted with- the nature of

- the bufinefs in which hé then engaged, having

- nothing to dire@ him but the flender and imper-~

- fect uccounts whick he had received from:the In.

. diams; who at that time were little known, and

- Jefs underfiood. ‘

_' '.T’hdfé::dffadivan‘tages; added: to his- advanced

- age, he:being then near eighty, by no means dif-

- couraged this bold adventurer; who was fo pre-
poffefled of his fuceefs, and of the great advan-
_ . ' tage

The French retired fromthis'place with relu@ance ; for fome of them -
were hear_d'(hoosing'inxhe-'neighbpurhood of the Fort- ten days afterthey
were repulfed ; and one man in particular walked up and-down theplat-
form leading from the gate of the Fort to the Launch for a whole day,
Mr. Fallarton, who:was thenGovernor at'Albany, fpeke to him in French,
and offered him kind-quartersif. he chofe to accept them: but to thofe
propofals he madz no reply, and.only fhook his head. Mr. Fullarton
then:told -him, that unlefs he would refign himfelf up as a prifoner, he
would:moftiaffuredly thoot him ;3 on which the man advanced riearer the:
Fort, and Mr. Fullarton fhot him out of his chamber. wisadow. Perhaps
the hardfhips this poor man expeéted to encounter in his return to Cana—
da, made him prefer death; but his-refufing to receive quarter from fo.
huwtane and generousan enemy as the Englih, is aftonithing..



- %xxii

[C]

INTROD‘UC‘TION

tage | that ‘would arife from his difcoveries, that

| ,:‘j.__j,he procured and fook with. hlm, fome large iron-

. bound chefts; to hold gold duft and other. valua

. bles, which he fondly flattered himfelf were to be

< the Albany frigate, Captain George Barlow,

< and authority toa and do all things relating

found in thofe parts.

The firft paragraph of the Company s Orders
to Mr. Knight on this occafion appears to be as
follows :

¢ To Captain James KN1GHT.

_«SIR, 4th June, 171g:
¢ From the experience we have had of your
«¢ abilities in the management of our affairs, we
< have, upon your application to us, fitted out

« and the Difcovery, Captain-David Vaughan
« Commander, upon a difcovery, to the North.
¢ ward; and to that end have given you power

« to the faid voyage, the navigation of the faid
¢ fhip and floop only excepted ; and have given
¢ orders and infiru&ions to our fald commanders
« for that purpofe. :

© <« You are, with the firft opportumty of wind
¢ and weather, to depart from Gravefend on your
¢ intended voyage, and by God’s permiffion, to
¢ find out the Straits of Anian, in order to difco-
¢ ver gold and other valuable commodltxes tothe
¢ Northward, &c. .

Mr., |
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Mr nght foon left Gravefend, and proceed--

- xxxiil

~edon his voyage; but the 1hip ‘not neturmng to

"England that year, as was expected it was Judg-'

ed that fhe had wintered i in Hudfon’s Bay ; and
' having on board a good ftock of provifions, 2
t houfe in frame, together withall neceflary mecha-
‘nics, and a great affortment of trading goods,
- little or no thoughts were entertained of their not
being in fafety : but as neither fhip nor floop re-
turned to England in the following year, (one
thoufand feven hundred and twenty,) the Com-
pany were much alarmed for their welfare; and,
by their fhip which went to Churchill in the year
one thoufand feven -hundred and twenty-one,
they fent orders for a floop called the Whale-Bone,
John Scroggs Mafter, to go in fearch of them;
but the fhip not arriving in Churchill till late in
the year, thofe orders could not be put in execu-
tion till. the fummer following (one thoufand fe-
ven hundred and twenty-two). v
- The North Weft coaft of Hudfon’s Bay being
little known- in thofe days, and Mr. Scroggs
finding himfelf greatly embarrafled with fhoals
and rocks; returned to Prince of Wales’s Fort
without making any certain difcovery refpeding
the above fhip or floop; for all the marks he
faw among the Efquimaux at Whale Cove fcarce-
ly amounted to the {poils which might have been
made from a trifling accident, and confequently
could not be confidered as figns of a total fhip-
wreck. .

The -
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INTRODUCTION,
'Pbe ﬁmng oplmon whlch then prevaﬁed in

,’Eufépe fefpe&mg the" prob‘ab*ihty of a North
| Weft paffage by the way of Hudfon’s Bay, made

miany conjecture” that Meflrs. Knight atid Barlow
had found that paffage, and had gone through it
into the South Sea, by the way of Cauforma
Many years elapfed without any other conivincing
proof occurring to the contrary, except that
Middleton, Ellis, Bean, Chriffophér, and Johis-
flon, had not been able to find any fuch paffage.
-And notwithftanding a floop was annually feiit to
the Northward on difcovery, and to trade with
the Efquiman; it was the fomnnier of oné thouland
feven hundted and fixty-feven, before we had po-
fitive proofs that poor Mf. Knight and Cap’cam
Barlow had been loft in Hudfon’s Bay.

- The Company weré now carrying on a black
whale fithery, and Marble Ifland was niade the
place of rendezvous not only onaccount of the
commodioufnefs of the harbonr; but becaufe it
had been. obferved that' the whales” were miore
plentiful about that ifland than on'any other pare
of the coaft. This being' thé cafe, the boats,
when on the look-out for fifh, had frequent oc-
cafion to row clofe to'the ifland, by which means
they difcovered a new hatbour near the Eaft end
of it, at the head of which theéy found guns,
anchers, cables, bricks, a {mith’s anvil, and many
other articles, which the hand of timeé had not
defaced, and which beifig of no ufé to the na-
tives, or too heavy to be removed by them, had

not:
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‘not been taken from the place in which they -

; were orlgmally laid. = The remains of the houfe,
| though pulled to pieces by the Efquimaux,  for
' the wood and iron, are yet very plain to be feen,
as alfo the hulls, or more properly fpeaking, the
bottoms of the thip and floop, which lie funk in
about five fathoms water, toward the head of
| the barbour. The figure-head of the thip, and
= alfo the guns, . were fent home to the Com-
pany, and are certain proofs that Meffrs. Knight
- and Barlow had been loft on that inhofpitable
ifland, where neither ftick nor ftump was to be
feen, and which lies near fixteen miles from the
main land. Indeed the main is little better, be-
- ing a-jumble of barren hills and rocks, deftitute
- of every kind of herbage except mofs and grafs;
and at that part, the woods are feveral hundreds
- of miles from the fea fide.

In the Summer of one thoufand feven hundred :

and fixty-nine, while we were profecuting the fith-
ery, we faw feveral Efquimaux at this new har-
bour ; and percewmg that one or two of them
- were greatly advanced in years, our curiofity
was excited to .afk them fome queftions concern-
ing the above fhip and floop, which we were the
better enable to do by the afliftance of an Efqui-
maux, who was then in the Company’s fervice
as a linguift, and annually failed in one of their
veflels in that charadter. The account which we
reccived from them was full, clear, and unre.

: o ferved,

XXXV
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ferved and the fum of it was to the followmg

When' the veﬂ'els arrived at this place (Marble
Iﬂand) it was very late in'the Fall, and in getting

: them into the harbour, the largeﬁ received much

" damage; but on being fairly in, the Englith be-
- gan to build the houfe, their pumber at that time
feeming to be about fifty. As foon as the ice

permitted, in the following Summer, (one thou-
fand feven hundred and twenty,) the Efquimaux

- paid them another vifit, by which time the num-

- ber of the Englith was greatly reduced, and thofe
that were living feemed very unhealthy. Accord-
ing to the account given by the Efquimaux they
were then very bufily employed, but about what
they could not eafily defcribe, probably in length--
ening the long-boat ; for at a little diftance from-
the houfe there is now lying a great quantity of
oak chips, which have been moft affuredly made
- by carpenters. : :

Smknefs and famme occafionied fuch havock
among the Englifh, that by the fetting in of the.
feco_nd ‘Winter their number was reduced to twen-
ty. - That Winter (one thoufand feven hundred
and twenty) fome of the Efquimaux took up their
abode on the oppcfite fide of the; harbour to that
on which the Englith had built their houfes*, and -
frequently fupplied them with fuch provxﬁons as’

’ they ‘

* ] have feen the remains of thofe houfes feveral times; they are on
the Weft fide of the barbour, and in all probability will be difcernible for
many years to come,. B 4
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,‘they had which chleﬁy confifted of whale s Blub-m
ber and feal’s fleth and train oil. / When the'

Sprmg advanced, the Efquimaux went-to the
continent, and on their vifiting Marble Ifland
again, in the Summer of one thoufand feven hun-
dred and twenty-one, they only found five of the
Englith alive, and thofe were in fuch diftrefs for
provifions that they eagerly ear the feal’s fleth
and whale’s blubber quite raw, as they purchaf-

e& it from the natives. This difordered them

fo much, that three of them died in a few days,
and the other two, though very weak, made a
fhift to bury them. Thofe two furvived many
~ days after the reft, and frequently went to the
- top of an adjacent rock, and earnefily looked to
- the South and Eaft, as if in expe@ation of fome
 veffels coming to their relief. After continuing
there a confiderable time together, and nothing
. appearing in fight, they fat down clofe together,
© and wept bitterly. At length one of the two
died, and the other’s firength was {o far exhauft-
ed, that he fell down and died alfo, in attempt-
ing to dig a grave for his companion. . The fculls
. cz2 “and

It is rather furpriing, that neither Middleton, El].ié,Chriﬂo;zBér,
Johnfton, not Garber, who have allof them been at Marble 1ftand, -and
fome of them often, ever tfliﬁ:overed this harbour; particalarly the laft-
mentioned gentleman, ho aéually failed quiteround the ifland in 2 very
fine pleafant day in il‘;é Sumimer of 1766. But this difcovery, was refvrv-
ed for a Mr, Jofeph Stephens! a man of the lealt merit I ever knew,
thongh he then had the command of a veffl called the Sucde‘s, empioyed
in the whale- ﬁfhery, and in the year 1769, had the command of the

Charlotte given to b3 ﬂnu bu’ of one hindred tons; when 1 v.u.i is
mate, b
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: an’d'other large bones of thofe two men are now

lying above:ground clofe te the houfe. The
longeft liver was, according to the Efquimaux

- account, always employed in working of iron

into implements for them ; probably he was the
armourer, or fmith.

Some Northern Indians who came to trade at
Prince of Wales’s Fort in the Spring of the year
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-eight,
brought farther accounts of the grand river, as
it was called, and alfo feveral pieces of copper, as
famples of the produce of the mine near it;
which determined Mr. Norton, who was then
Governor at Churchill, to reprefent it to the
Company as an affair worthy of their attention ;
and as he went that year to England, he had an
opportunity of laying all the information he had
received before the Board, with his opinion there-
on, and the plan which he thought mof likely
to fucceed in the difcovery of thofe mines. In
confequence of Mr. Norton’s reprefentations, the

‘Committee refolved to fend an intelligent perfon

by land to obferve the longitude and latitude of

the river’s mouth, to make a chart of the country
he might walk through, with fuch remarks as
occurred to him during the journey; when1 |
was pitched on as a proper perfon to conduét the
expedition. By the fhip that went to Churchill

in the Summer of one thoufand feven hundred

and fixty-nine, the Company fent out fome aftro-
nomical inftruments, very portable, and fit for
fuck




INTRODUCTION.
" fuch obfervations as they required me to make,

. and at the fame time requefted me to undertake

the Journey, promifing to allow me at my re-
turn, a gratuity proportionable to the troubleand
fatigue I might undergo in the expedition®.

»

#® The conditions offered me on this occafion cannot be better expreffed
than in the Company’s own words, which I have tranfcribed from theic
private letter to me, dated 25th May 1769. '

< From the good opinion we enteftain of you, and Mr, Norton’s recom=
& mendation, we have agreed to raife your wages to £ " per annum
¢ for two years, and have placed you in our Council at Prince of Wales’s

¢ Fort ; and we fhould have been ready to advance you to the command of

« the Charlotte, according to your requeft, ifa matter of more immedi»
8¢ ate confequence had not intervened,

“ Mr. Norton has propofed an inland Journey, far to the North of
« Churchill, to promote an extenfion of our trade, as well as for the diftoe
% very of a North Weft Paffage, Copper Mines, &c.; and as an undertak.
¢ ing of this nature requires the attention of a perfon capable of taking
¢ an obfervation for determining the longitude and latitude, and alfo’ di-
« ftances, and the courfe of rivers and their.depths, we have fixed upon
« you (efpecially as it isreprefented to us ta be your own inclination) to
t¢ conduét this Journey, with proper affiftants.

« We therefore hope you will fecond our expeétations in readily performe
s ing this fervice, and upon your return we fhall willingly make you any
« acknowledgment fuitable to your trouble therein,

¢ We highly approve of your going in the Speedwell, to affilt on the
¢ whale fithery laft year, and heartily wih you heaith and fuccefs in the
¢ prefent expedition, -

‘We remain your laving Friends,

«Braye Laxe,Dep. Gov. ¢ James WinTER LaAKE,
% Jorn AnTmONY MERLE, © HERMAN Berens,

¢ RoperT MERRY. - ¢ Josepu SPURREL.

“ SaMueL WEGG, - %6 James FiTz GRRALD.”

The Company bad no fooner perufcd my Journals and Charts, than
they ordered a handfome fum to be placed to the credit of my account 3
. and

Idxdvb
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-1.did not hefitate to comply with the requeft of
t,he Company, and in-the November following,.
when fome Northern Indians came to trade, Mr.
Norton, who was then returned to the command

- of Prince of Wales’s Fort, engaged fuch of them

for my guides as he thcught were moft likely to
anfwer the purpofe; but none of them had been
at this grand river. - I was fitted out with every
thing thought neceffary, and with ammunition
to ferve two years. 1 was to be accompanied by
two of the Company’s fervants, two of the Home-
guard* (Southern ) Indians, and a fufficient num-~
ber of Northern Indians to. carry and haul my
baggage, provide for me, &, But for the bet-

‘ ter

and in the two firft paragraphs of their lctter to me, dated 72th May 1773,
they exprefs themfelves in the following words :

« My, Savuer HEARNE,

“SIR,
¢ Your letter of the 28111 Auguft laflt gave us the agrecable pleafureto

- ¢ hear of your fafe return to our Faétory. Your Journal, and the two

« ‘¢ charts-you .ent {ufficiently convinces us of your very judicious re-
« mark<

¢ We have maturely confidered your great affiduity in the various acci-
< dents which occurred in your feveral Journies. . We heréby return
¢ you aur grateful thanks ; and to manifeft our obligation we have con-
¢ fented toallow yona gratuity of £ for thofe fervices.” )

As a farther proof of the Company’s being pesfectly fatisfied with my‘ .
conduét while on that Journey, the Committee unammouﬂy appointed me
Chief of Prince of Wales’s Fort in the Sammer of 19753 and Mr. Bibye
Take, who was then Governor, and feveral others of the Camm:ttte, ho~
noired ;ne with a regular correfpondence as long as they lived.

* By e Homc-oua.rd Indians we are to nnderftand certain of the na-
t‘ves who ‘are 1mmedlately employed under the protection of the Compa-
ny’s fervants, refide an the plantation, and are employed in hunting for
the Fadtory,
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ter ﬁatmg this arrangement, it will ‘not: be im.
proper to infert my Inftru&ions, which,: with

‘fome occafional remarks thereon, will thirow much

light on the followmg Journal, and be the beft

method of - provmg ‘how far thofe orders have
been complied .with, as well as thew ‘my reafons
for neglecting fome parts as unneceflary, and the
lmpoﬁibxhty of putting other parts of them in
execution. o :

“ ORDERS and INSTRUCTIONS for Mr.
“ SamueL HEARNE, going on an Expedition by

“ Land towards the Latitude 70° North, in
 order 1o gain a Knowledge of the Northern

¢ Indians Country, &c. on Bebalf of the Hs-
“ nourable Hudfon’s Bay Company, in the ’l"ear

¢¢ 3170649,

“ Mr. SaMuEL HEARNE,
“SIR,

“ Wuereas the Honourable Hudfon s Bay
« Company have been. informed by the report
“from Indians, that there is a great probability
“ of confiderable advantages to be expected from
“a better knowledge of their country by us,
c th:m what hitherto has been obtained; and as

¢ it is the Company’s earneft defire to embrace.
 every circumftance that may tend to the bene-
“ fit of the faid company, or the Nation at large,,

1% they have requefted you to conduét this Expe-

“ dition ; and as you have readily confented to
s undertake the prefent Journey, you are here-
« bY

xH.



xlit

INTRODUCTION.
< by-defired to proceed as foon as poffible, with

- ¢ William Hbefter failor, and Thomias Merriman -
. landfman, as.companions;.they both bemg wile

¢ ling to accompany you ; alfo two of the Home-
¢ guard Southern Indians, who are to attend
< and aflit you during the Journey; and Cap-
¢.tain Chawchinahaw, his Lieutenant Nabyah,
¢ and fix or eight of the beft Northern Indians we
¢ can procure, with a{mall part of their families,
¢ are to conduct you, provide for you, and af-
¢ fift you and your companions in every thing
¢ that lays in their powcr, ‘having particular or-
¢ ders fo to do. :
< 2dly, whereas you and your compamons are
< well fitted-out with every thing we think ne-
< ceflary, as alfo a fample of light trading goods;
¢ thefe you are te difpofe of by way of prefents
« (and not by way of trade) to fuch far-off Indi-
‘¢ ans as you may meet with, and to fmoke your
¢ Calimut* of Peace with their leaders, in order
¢ to eftablith a friendfhip with them. You are
¢ alfo to perfuade them as much as poffible from
“ going to war with each other, to encourage
“ them to exert themfelves in procuring furrs
¢ and other articles for trade, and to aflure them
“ of good payment for them at the Company’s
¢ Faltory.
\ €¢ It

# The Calimut isa long ornamented ftem of a pipe, much in ufe among ‘
all the tribes of Indians who know the ufe of tobacco. It is particularly

wufed in all cafes of cerémony, either in making war or peace at all public
entertainments, o:atxons, &co
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. Jtis fincerely recommended to you and your

. «.companions to treat the matives with civility,

| {o as not to give them any room for-complaint
| ¢ or difguft, as they have firiét orders not to give

“ you the leaft offence, but are to aid and affift -

“ you in any matter you may requelt of them
“ for the benefit of the undertaking.

< If any Indians you may meet, that are com-
¢ ing to the Fort, fhould be willing to truft you
“ with either food or clothing, make your agree-
“ ment for thofe commodities, and by them fend
 me a letter, fpecifying the quantity of each ar-
¢ ticle, and they fhall be paid according to your

¢ agreement. And, according to the Company’s -

¢ orders, you are to correfpond with me, or the
< Chief at Prince of Wales’s Fort for the time be-
“ ing, at all opportuniti;?;w: And as you liave ma-
¢ thematical inftruments with youn, you are to
¢ fend me, or the Chief for the time being, an
¢ account of what latitude and longitude you
“may bein at fuch and fuch periods, together
* with the heads of your proceedings ; which ac-
 countsare'to be remitted to the Company by

¢¢ the return-of their fhips*.
¢ 3dly, The Indians who are now appointed
¢ your guides, are to condu& you to the borders
“ of the Athapufcow 1 Indians country, where
¢ Captain

* No convenient opportunity offered doring my laft Journey, except one
on the 22d March 17713 and as nothing material had happened durisg that
part of my Journey, Ithought there was not any neceffity for fendingan
extractof my Journal; 1 therefore only fenta Letterto the Governor, in.
forming him of my fituation with refpect to latitudé and longitude, and
fome account of the ufage which Ireceived from the natives, &e.

-} By miftake in my former Journal and Drait called Arathapefcow.

xhii
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Captaim Matonablbice is to meet you t in the
“15¢ Spring of one thoufand feven hundred and fe-
“ venty, in order fo ‘condué you to a river re-
< prefented’ by the Indians to abound with cop-
< per ore, animals of the furr kind, & and
¢ which is faid to-be fo far to the Northward,
<¢ that in the middle of the Summer the Sun does
“ not fet, and is fuppofed by the Indians to emp-
sty itfelf into fome ocean. This river, which
“ jscalled by the Northern Indians Neetha-fan-
<< fan-dazey, or the Far Off Metal River, you are,
<< if poflible, to trace to the mouth, and there de-
< termine the latitude and longitude 45 near as
¢ you can; but more particularly fo if you find
< it navigable, and that a fettlement can be made
¢ there with any degree of fafety, or bcneﬁt to

¢ the Company.

< Be careful to obferve what mines are near
¢ the river, what water there is at the river’s
¢ mouth, how far the woods are from the fea-
<¢ fide, the courfe of the river, the nature of the
“ foil, and the produdions of it; and make any
« other remarks that you may think will be ei-
¢ ther

" §This was barely probable, as Matonabbee at that ‘time had not any in-
formation of this Journey being fet on foot, much lefs had hefeceived or~
ders to join me at the place and time here appointed ; and had we acci~
dentally met, he would by no means have undertaken the Journey with-
out firk going to the Factory, and there making hisagreement with the |,
Governor ; for no Indian isfond of performing any particular fervice for
the Englith, without £:1t knowing what isto be his reward. At thefame
time, had I taken that rov' on my out-fet, it would have carried me fome
hundreds of miles out of my road. See my Track on the Map in the
Winter 1770, and the Spring 17%1. : :
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¢ pany, by cutting your‘name on fome of the
“ rocks, as alfo the date of the year, month, &%.*

-¢¢ When you attempt to trace this or any other
¢ river, be careful that the Indians are furnithed
“ with a fufficient number of canoes for trying
< the depth of water, the ftrength of the current,
¢ . - If by any unforefeen accident or difafter

“¢ if poffible, to know the event of Wager Strait};
“ foritis repre{ented by the laft difcoverers to ter-
i- ““ minate in {mall rivers and lakes. See how far
g ¢ the woods are from the mavigable parts of it ;

- < and whether a fettlement could with any pro.

¢ priety beanade there. If this fhould prove un-
: : " ¢ worthy

#1 was not provided with inftruments for cutting on {tone; but for form-
fake, 1¢ut my name, date of the year, &c. on a picce of board that had
been one of the Indian’s targets, and placed it in a heap of itones on a fmall
eminence near the entrance.of the river, on the South fide.

+ There is certainly mo harm in making out all Inftru@tions in the fulleft
manger,yet it muft be'allowed that thofe two parts might have been omit-
ted.with:great propriety; for as peither Middleton, Elis, nor Chriftopher

-swere able to penetrate far enough up thofe inlets to difcover any kind of
herbage except mofs and grafs, much lefs woods, it was not likely thofe parts
were fo materially altered for the better fince their times, as to make it
. worth my while to attempt a fasther difcovery of them ; and efpecially as
- 1had an opportunity, during my fecond Journey, of proving that the
" woods do not reach the fea-coaft-by fome hundreds of miles in the paral-
Iel of Chefterfield’s Inlet. And as the edge of the woods tothe North-
ward always tends to the Weftwaid, the diftance muft be greatly increafed
in the latitude of Wager Strait. Thofe parts have -Jong fince been vifited
by the Company’s fervants, and are within' the known' limits of their
Charter ; confequently require no other form of poffeffion,

< ther neceffary or fatisfadtory. -And if the faid’
< river belikely to be of any utility, take. poﬂ'ef-'
« fion of it on behalf of the Hudfon’s Bay Com-

¢ you fhould not be able to reach the before-men-
* tioned river, itis earneftly recommended to you,.

xlv



xl

vi INTRODUCTION.
- ¢ worthy of notice, you are to take the fame me-
,:'“/thod ‘wnth Baker’s Lake, which is the head of
¢ Bowden’s or Chefterficld’s Inlet*; as alfo with
< any other rivers you may meet with; and if
< likely to be of any utility, you dre to take pof-
¢ feflion of them, as before mentioned, on the
¢ behalf of the Honourable Hudfon’s Bay Com-
¢ pany. The draft of Bowden’s Inlet and Wager
¢ Strait I fend with you, that you may have a bet-
< ter idea of thofe places, in cafe of your vifiting
¢ them.
¢« 4thly, Another material point which is re-
¢ commended to you, is to find out, if you can,
¢ either by your own travels, or by information
“ from the Indians, whether there is a paffage
¢ through this continent}. It will be very ufeful
< to clear up this point, if poflible, in order to
< prevent farther doubts from arifing hereafter
“ refpect-

#* See the preceding Note,

+ The Continent of America is much wider than many people imagine,
particularly Robfon, who thought that the Pacific Ocean was but 2 few
days journey from the Weft coaft of Hudfon’s Bay. This, however, is fo
far from being the cafe, that when I was at my greateft Weftern diftance,
vpward of five kundred miles from Prince of Wales's Fort, the natives
my guides, well knew that many tribes of Indians lay to the Weft of us,
and they knew no end to the land in that direQion; nor have I met with
any Indians, either Northern or Southern, that ever had feen the fea to
the Weftward. It is, indeed, well known to the intelligent and well-in-
formed part of the Company’s fervants, that an extenfive-and numerous;
tribe of Indians, called E-arch-e-thinnews, whofe country lies far Weft of

" any of the Company’s or Canadian fettlements, muft have traffic with the
Spaniards on the Weft fide of the Continent ; becaufe fome of the Indians
who formerly traded to York Fort, when at war with thofe people, fre-

- guently found fad?es, bridles, mufkets, 2nd many other articles, in their

o poffeflion, which were undoubtedly of Spanith manufalory,
. I have
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¢ refpecting a paflage out of Hudfon’s Bay into
s¢ the Weftern Ccean; as hath lately. becn repre- _
¢ fented by the American Traveller. The particu-
i s lars of thofe remarks you are to infert in your
# < Journal, to be remitted home io the Company.
¢ If you fhouid want any fupplies of ammuniti-
¢ on, or other neceflaries, difpatch fome trufty
¢ Indians to the Fort with a letter, fpecifying the
¢ quantity of each article, and appoint a place
¢ for the faid Indians to meet you again.

¢¢ When on your return, if at a proper time of
¢ the year, and you fhould be near any of the
¢ harbours that are frequented by the brigantine :
¢¢ Charlotte, or the floop Churchill, during their
‘¢ yoyage to the Northward, and you thould chufe
¢ to return in one of them, you are defired to
¢ make frequent fmokes as you approach thofe
¢¢ harbours, and they will endeavour to receive
¢« you by making fmokes in anfwer to yours;
¢ and as one thoufand feven hundred and feven-
¢ ty.one will probably be the year in which you
¢ will return, the Mafters of thofe veffels at that
; » ¢« period -

. L have feen feveral Indians who have been fo far Weft as to crofs the top
of that immenfe chain of mountains which run from North to South of the
continent of America. Béyond thofe mountains all rivers run to the

- Weftward, 1 muft hers obférve, that all the Indians I ever heard
relate their excurfions in that country, had invariably got fo far to the
South, that they did not experience zny Winter, nor the leaft appearance
of cither froft or fnow, though fometimes they have been abfent cighteen
months, or two years,

* As toa paffage through the continent of America by the way of Hud- -
fon’s Bay, it has fo long been exploded, notwithftanding what Vir Eliis has
urged in its favour, and the place it has found inthe vifionary Map of the
American Traveller, that any comment ou it would be quite unneceffary.
My latitudeonly will be a fufficient proof that no fuch paflage isin exiftence”

-
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o« pcrmd fhalt have particular orders on that head.
2T wi ‘-;.bc pleafing to hear by the firft oppor-.
n what latitude and longxtude you meet-
¢ the Leader Matonabbee; and how far he thinks
¢ it is to the Coppermine River, as alfo the pro-
¢ bable time it may take before you can return.
¢ But in cafe any thing fhould prevent tl},}é faid-
¢¢ Leader from joining you, according to expeta-
“:tion, you are then to procure the beft Indians
¢ you can for your guides, and either addto, or
¢¢ diminifh, your number, as you may from time
¢ to time think moft neceflary for the good' of

- ¢ the expedition.

¢ So I conclude, withing you and your compa-

% nions a continuance of health, together with a

¢ profperous Journey, and a happy return in
¢ fafety. Amen,

«“ MOSES NORTON, Governor.

« Dated at Prince of Wales’s Fort, Churchill River, Hudfon’s:
« Bay, North America, November 6th, 1769.” »

Hbefter and Merriman, . mentioned in my In.
fiructions, adually accompanied me' during my
firft fhort attempt; but the Indians knowing
them to be but common men, ufed them fo in-
differently, particularly in fcarce times, that I was
under fome apprehenfions of their being ftarved
to death, and | thought myfelf exceedingly happ
when 1 got them fafe back to the Fattory. This
extraordinary behaviour of the Indians made me
determine not to take any Europeans with me on
my two laft expeditions.

With regard to that part of my Inftructions

wlhiich directs me to obferve the nature of the foil,
' the
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thie 'lioduéhcms thereof, &c. it muft be obfervcd :
- that during the whole time of my abfence from.
thc Fort, I was invariably confined to ftony hills

b and barren plains all the Summer, and before we
B approached the woods in the Fall of the year, the
® ground was always covered with fnow to a confi-
£ derable depth; fo that I never had an opportuni-
ty of feeing any of the fmall plants and fhrubs to
the Weftward. .  But from appearances, and the

[ flow and dwarfy growth of the woods, &, (ex-

cept in the Athapufcow country,) there is un-
doubtedly a greater fcarcity of vegetable produdi-
- ons than at the Company’s moft Northern Settle-
ment ; and to the Eaftward of the woods, on the

barren grounds, whether hills or vallies, there is

- a total want of herbage except mofs, on which
t the deer feed ; a few dwarf willows creep among
* the mofs ; fome with-a-capucca and a little grafs
may be feen here and there, but the latter is
fcarcely fufficient to ferve the geefe and other birds
of paflage during their fhort flayin thofe parts,

though they are ziwaysin a ftate of migration ex- .

cept when they arebreeding andina moultmg ftate.
In confequence of my complying with the Com-
pany’s requeft, and undertaking this Journey, it
is natural to fuppofe that every neceflary arrange-
ment was made for the eafier keepmg of my.reck-
omng, &’c. under the many inconveniences I muft
be- unavoxdably obliged to labour in fuch an ex.
pedition, I drew a Map or a large fkin of parch.
ment, that contained twelve. degrees of fatitude
North, and thirty degrees of longitude Wett,
of Churchlll Fa&ory, and ﬂ\etched ali the Weft

coaft

xlix
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: 4‘ :cm& of. the Ba.y ou it, ‘but left the mtenor

 Talfo prepared- detached pxeces on a muc larger

fcale for every dcgree of latitude and longitude
contained in the large Map.. On’ thofe detached
pieces I pricked off my dally courfes and diftance,

~ and entered all lakes and rivers, . that 1 met

with; endeavouring, by a ftri& enquiry of the
natives, to find out the communication of one ri-

ver with another, as alfo their connections with

the many lakes with which that country abounds:

and when opportunity offered, having corrected
them by obfervations, I entered them in the gene.
ral Map. - Thefe’ and feveral other neceffary pre-
parations, for the eaﬁer, readier and more cor-

- reély keeping my Journal and Chart, were alfo

adopted ; but as-te myfelf, little was required to
be done, as the nature of travelling long j Journles
in thofe countries will never admit of carrying
even the moft common article of clothing; fo
that the traveller is obliged to depend on the

_country he pafles through, for that article, as

well as for provifions. Ammunition, ufeful iron- |
worlg, fome tobacco, a few knives, and other in- .
difpenfable articles, make a fufficient load for any
one to-carry that is going a journey likely to laft
twenty menths, or two years.  As that was the
cafe, I only took the fhirt and.clothes I then had
on, one fpare coat, a pair of drawers, and as much
cloth as would make me two or three pair of In-
dian ftockings, which, together with a blanket”
for bedding, compofed the whole of my flock of
clothing. A JOUR.
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CHAP L

Tranfadtions from my leaving' Prince of Wales’s
. Forton my firft expedition, till our arrival there
again.

Set off from the Fort.—Arrive at Po-co-ree-kif-co Ri-
vergxOne of the Northern Indians defert.—Crofs
Seal-River, and walk on the barren grounds.—
Receive wrong information concerning the diftance of
the woods.—Weather begins to be very cold, provifi-

 onsall expended and nothing to be got.~Strike. to
the Weftward, arrive at the woods, and kill three
deer.~Set forward in the North Weft quarter, See
the tracks of mufk-oxen and deer, but killed none
Very fhort of provifions.—Chawchinahaw wants us
to return.— Neither be nor bis crew contribute to

+ our maintenance.—He influences feveral of the In-
dians to deferév—Chavwchinabaww and all bis crew

B leawe -
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1769
e ,

" .“November.

_ 6th,

. '8th,

- fam: we diredted our courfe to the Weft: North

. A JOURNEY TO THE

Meave us. —-Begm our return to the  factory; kil a

few partridges, the fir  fir r/# meal we bad bad for /é'veml '
. days. —Vzllany of -one.of the hyme Indians and bis
 wife, who was @ Nartbem Indzzm woman.~—Ar-

rive at Seal Rivery kill hya deer, partridges plenty.

—Meet @ firange Northern Indian, accompany him
10 bis tent, ufage received there ; my Indians affy2 in

. killing fome beaver.~Proceed toward home, and
arrive at the Fort.

AVING made every neceflary arrangement
for my departure on the fixth of Novem-
ber, Itook leave of the Governor, and my othez
friends, at Prince of Wales’s Fort, and began
my journey, under the falute of feven cannon.
The weather at that time being very mild,
made it but indifferent hauling*, dnd all my
crew being heavy laden, occafioned ‘us to make
but fhort days journeys; however, on the eighth,
we. croffed the North branch of Po-co-ree-kif.co
River, and that night put up in a finall tuft. of
waods, which is between it-and Seal River. In §
the night, one of the Northern Indians.defert- §
ed; and as all:the reft of my crew were heavy
laden, I was under the neceffity, of hauling the
fledge he had left, which however was not.very
heavy, as it fcarcely exceeded fixty pounds.
‘The weather fiill continued very fine and plea-

Weft,

# The colder the weather is, the eafier the fledges flide over the fiow,
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Wet, and early in the day croffed Seal River. In ,759
the courfe of this.day’s _yourney we met feveral e~
 Northern Indians, who weregoing to the fadtory N“;{fﬂf
with furs and venifon'; ‘and as' we had not killed
& any deer from our leaving the Fort, 1 got feveral
joints of venifon from thofe ﬁrangers, and gave
§ them ‘2 note on the Governor for payment,
© which feemed perfedly agreeable to all parties.
When on the North Weft fide of Seal River,
afked Captain Chawchinahaw the diftance, and
| probable time it would take, before we could
& reach the main woods; which he affured me
I would not exceed four or five days journey.
 This put both'me and my companions in good
§ fpirits, and we continued our courfe between
the Weft by North and North Weft, in daily
expectation of arriving at thofe woods, which we
were told would furnifh us with every thing the
country affords. Thefe accounts were fo far from
being true, that after we had walked double the
' time here mentioned, no figns of woods were
to be feen in the direction we were then ficering ;
but we had frequent]y feen the loommg of woods
to the South Weft. : :

The cold being now very intenfe, our fmall
flock of Englithk provifions all expended, and
not the leaft thing to be got on the bleak hills we
had for fome time been walking on, it became

neceflary to firike more to the Weftward, which
we accordingly did, and the next evening arriv-
ed at fome {mall patches of low ferubby vmods,

B 2 } where

19th,
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176 virbere we faw the tracks of fevaral dcel‘ and:','

vaembcr

2%ft.

W~ killed 2 few partrldges “The soad we: had’ tra--
verfed for matiy days before, ‘was in’ general fo
rough- and 'ftony; ‘that our - ﬂedges rwere daily
%reakmg, and to-add t6 the i mconvemency, the
land was f{o barren, as not to afford us mate-
rials for repairing them : but the few woods we -
now fell in with, amply fupplied us with necef>
faries'for thofe repairs; -and as we were then
enabled each night to pitch proper tents, our:
lodgmg was much more comfortable than it had
been for many nights before, while we were on
the barren grounds, where, in general,
thought ‘ourfelves well off if we could ferape
together as many fhrubs as would make a fire;.
but it was fcarcely ever in our power to make
any other defence againft the weather, than by
digging, a hole in the fnow down to the mofs,
wrapping ourfelves up in our clothing, and lying
“down in it; with our fledges fet up edgeways to |
windward.
On the twenty-firft, we did not move; fo the
Indian men went a hunting, and the women cut §
holes in the ice and caught a few fith in ‘2 fmall |
lake, by the fide of 'which we had pitched our
tents. At night the men returned with fome
venifon, having killed three deer, which was
without doubt very acceptablc ; but our number
being .great, and the Indians having fuch enor-:
“mous ftomachs, very little was left but fragments
after the two or thrce firft-good meals.. Having
‘devoured
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-idevoured the three deer, and: glven fome necef: 6 9
 fary repairs to‘our’ ﬂedges andfnow Ihoes, whxcb NW;; 5
y took one day, ‘we again proceedcd on to-" 6w,
 wird the North Weft by ‘Weft and Welt North
Weft, through low fcrubby pines, mtcrmxxed
- with fome dwarf larch, which is commonly called
juniper in ‘Hudfon’s ‘Bay. ‘In our road we fre-
quently faw the tracks of deer, and many mufk-
oxen, as they are called there but none of my
companions were f{o fortunate as to kill any .
of them: fothat a few partridges were all we
could get to live on, and thofe were fo fcarce,
that we feldom could kill as many as would
amount to half a bird a day for each man; which,
confidering we had nothing elfe for the twenty-
 four hours, was in reality next to nothing.

By this time I found that Captain Chawchin-
| ahaw had not the profperity of the undertaking
: at heart; he often painted the difficuities in the
worft colours, took every method to dithearten
£ me and my European companions, and feverai
¢ times hinted his defire of our returning back to o
the fadtory: but ﬁndmg I was determmed to )
Eproceed, he took fuch methods as he thought

would be moft likely to anfwer his end; one

of which" was, that of not admmxﬁermg toward

our fupport fo that we were a confiderable

time without any other fubﬁﬁence, but what our

two home-guard (Southern) Indians procured,

and the little that I and the' two European men

could kil ; WhICh was Very difproportionate ta

our
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-our wants, as we ‘had to provxde for feveral wo.

U~ men and children’ who were with-us,

. Novcmber

~ that we were not to be ftarved into compliance,

29th,

3oth.

" Qur fituation at that time, though very alarm:)

Chawchinahaw finding that this kind of treat.
ment was not likely to complete his defign, and

at length influenced feveral of the beft Northern
Indians to defert in the night, who took with
them feveral bags of my ammunition, f{ome
pieces of iron work, fuch as hatchets, ice chiflels,
files &c. as well as feveral other ufeful articles.
When I became acquainted with this piece of
villany, I afked Chawchinahaw the reafon of fuch
behaviour. To which he anfwered, that hel
knew nothing of the affair : but a$ that was the
cafe, it would not be prudent, he faid, for us to
proceed any farther; ddmg, that he and all the
reft of his countrymen were gomg to ftrike off
another way, in order to join the remainder of
their wives and families: and after giving us:
fhort account which way to fteer our courfe for
the neareft part -of Seal River, which he faid
would be out beft way homeward, he and hi
crew delivered me moft of the things which they
had in charge, packed up their awls, and fet out
toward the South Weft, making the woods ring
with their laughter, and left us to confider o
our unhappy fituation, near two hundred miles)
from Prince of Wales’s Fort, all heavily laden,
and our firength and fpirits areatly reduced by}
hunger and fatigue.

ing}
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mg, would not permit us to fpend much time in
refledtion ; fo we loaded our fledges to the beft
advantage, (but were obliged to throw away
fome bags of thot and bali,) and immediately fet
I out on our return. In the courfe of the day’s
! walk we were fortunate enough to kill feveral

7
1769
\-—v—-l

cmbc{:.

Y

| partridges, for which we were all very thankful,
| as it was the firt meal we had had for feveral

“days: indeed, for the five preceding days we
~ had not killed as much as amounted to half 4
partridge for each man; and fome days had not
a fingle mouthful. While we were s this diftrefs,
the Northern Indians were by no means in wait ;
fof as they always walked foremoft, they had ten
times the chance to kill partridges, rabbits, or
any other thing which was to be met with, than
we had. Befides this advantage, they had great
ftocks of flour, oatmeal, and other Englifh pro-
vifions, which' they had embezzled out of my
ftock during the early part of the journey; and as
one of my home Indians, called Mackachy, and

his wife, who is a Northern Indian woman, al-

ways reforted to the NorthernIndianstents, where
they got amply fupplied -with provifions when
neither I nor my men had a fingle mouthful, I
have great reafon to fufpe@ they had a principat
hand in the embezziement: indeed, both the
man and his wife were capable of committing
any crime, however diabolical.

This day we had fine pleafant weather for the Decembet.

{eafon of the year we fet out early in the mor-
ning,

ift.
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ning, and arrived the fame day at Seal River,
along which we centinued our ~courfe for fe-

wveral days. In our way we killed plenty of par-
tridges, and faw many deer; hut the weather was
{o remarkably fereng that the Indians only killed
two of the latter. By this time game was be-
come fo plentiful, that all apprehenfions of ftarv-
ing were laid afide; and though we were heavily
laden, and travelled pretty good days journeys,
yet as our fpirits weregood, our firength gradu-
ally returned.

In our courfe. down Seal River we mct a ftran-
ger, a Northern Indian, on 3 hunting excurfion;
and though he had not met with any fuccefs
that day, yet he kindly invited wus to his tent, -
faying he had plenty. of -venifon at my fervice;
and teld the Southern Indians, that as there
were two or three beaver houfes near his tent,
he fhould be glad of their affiftance in taking
them, for there was only one man and three
women at the teng.

Though we were at that time far from being
in want of provifions, yet we accepted his offer,
and fet off with our new guide for his tent, which,
by a comparative diftance, he told us, was not

~ above five miles from the place where we met

him, but we found it to be nearer fifteen; fo
thit it was the middle of the night before we ar-
rived at it. When we drew near the tent, the
'ufual fignal for the approach of firangers was giv-
en, by ﬁrlng a gun or two, which was immediate-

- RS : 1y
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ly anfwered by the man at the tent. On our 176g.
arrival at the door, the good man of the houfe r~J
came out, thook me by the band, and welcomed us Dewmbe"w ‘
“to his tent ; but as it was too fmall to contain us
§ all, he ordered his women to affift us in pitching
our tent ; and in the mean time invited me and
| 2s many of my crew as his little habitation could
| contain, and regaled us with the befl in the houfe.
The pipe went round pretty brifkly, and the con-
- verfation naturally turned on the treatment we
had received from Chawchinahaw and his gang;
which was always anfwered by our hoft with,
« Ah! ifI had been there, it {hould not have been
¢ fo!” ‘when, notwithftanding his hofpitality on
the prefent occafion, he would moft affuredly have
alted the fame part as the others had done, if he
had been of the party. -
Having refrefthed ourfelves with a plentiful fup.
per, we took leave cf our hoft for a while, and
retired to our tent ; but not without being made
thoroughly fenfible that- many things would be
expected from me. before I finally left them.
- Early in the morning, my Indians aflifted us in  th.
‘taking the beaver houfes already mentioned ; but
the houfes being fmall, and fome of the beavers
efcaping, they only killed fix, all of which were
cooked, the fame night, and voracioufly devoured
under the denomination of afeat. I alfo receiv-
ed from the Indians feveral joints of venifon, to
the amount of at leaft two deer; but notwith-
ftanding 1 was to pay for the whole, { found that -
Mackachy and his wife got all the prime parts of
. the
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“the meat; 2nd on my mentioning it to ‘them,
‘there was fo much clanthip ameng them, that

they preferred making a prefent of it to Macka-
chy, to felling it to me at double the price for
which venifon fells in thofe parts: a fufficient
proof of the fingular advantage which a native
of this country has over.an Englifhman, when at
fuch a diftance from the Company’s Faétories as
to depend entirely on them for fubfiftence. -
Thinking I had made my ftay here long enough,
I gave orders to prepare for our departure; and
as I had purchafed plenty of meat for prefent ufe

~while we were at this tent, fo I likewife procured
fuch a fupply to carry with us, as was likely to

laft us to the Fort.

8th.

- Early in the morning we took a final leave of
our hoft, and proceeded on ‘our journey home- |
wards. One of the firangers accompanied us, for
which at firft I could not fee his motive; but
foon after our arrival at the Factory, I found that
the purport of his vifit was to be paid for the
meat, .faid to be given gratis to Mackachy while
we were at his tent. The weather continued very
fine, but extremely cold ; and during this part of
my journey nothing material happened, till we

. arrived fafe at Prince of Wales’s Fort on the ele-

venth of December, to my own great mortifica-
tino, and to the no fimall furprife of the Governor,
who had placed great confidence in the abilities
and conduct of Chawchinahaw.

CHAP
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Tranfa&ions from our arrival at the Fatory, to

* my leaving it again, and during the firft part
of my fecond journey, till I had the mxsfortunc
to break the quadrant.

.

Tranfactions at the Faé?ory.——-_Praceed on my fecond

Journey.—~—Arrive at Seal River.~Deer plentiful

for fome time.~Method of angling fifb under the ice.
—Set our fifbing nets—Method of fetting nets un-
der the ice.— My guide propofes to_f2ay till the geefe
began tofly 5 bis reafins accepted.—Pitch our tent

in the beft manner.—Method of pitching a tent in

winter.~—Fifb plentiful for fome time ; grow wvery

arce ; in great want of provifions.~Manner of
g ? ;

employing my time~My guide killed two decr.—

- Mowve to the place they were lying at ; there kil fe-
weral more deer, and three beavers.—Soon in want
 of provifions again.~Many Indians join us from the
Weftward.—We begin to move towards the barren

- ground— Arrive at She-than-nee, and there fuffer
great diftrefs for want of provifions.~Indians kill
two fwans and three geefe.~Geefe and other birds of

- paffage plentiful.—Leave She-than-nee, and arrive
at Beralzone.~One of my companions guns burfds,
and fbatters bis left hand.~Leave Beralzone, and
get an the barren ground, clear of all vwoods =T hrow
away
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away our. /Zedge.r and  fnow fhoes.—Each perfon z'aée.r

© @ load on bis back: my part of the luggage.—Ex-

i§7o;

L 4
February.

pofed to many bamszp: ~Sevéral days without
victuals.—Indians kil three mufk oxen, but Jor
want of fire are obliged to eat the meat raw.—Fine
weather returns; make a fire; effecls of long fafting ;

C flya day or two to dry fome meat in the fun.—Pro-

“ceed to the Northward, and-arrive at Cathawbhac-
haga ; there find fome tents of Indians.—.A Northern
leader called Keelchies meets us; fend aletter by
bim to the Governor.—Tranfaitions at Cathaw-
- hachaga 5 leave it, and proceed 1o tbe Northward.
 —=Meet_feveral Indians.— My guide not willing to

- proceed;: bis Yeafons for it—Many more Indians

Join us.—Arrive at Doobaunt Whoie River. —Man-
ner of ferrying over rivers in the Northern Indian

“canves.  No rivers in thofe parts in a ufeful directi-
on for the natives.—Had nearly lof? the quadrant and
all the powder.—Some refletions on our fituation,
and the conduct of the Indians.—Find the quadrant
and part of the powder.—Obferve for the latitude.
—Quadrant broke. —Refolve to return agam tg the
Factory.

URING my abfence from Prince of
Wales’s Fort on my former journey, feveral
Northern Indians arrived in great diftrefs at the
Fadtory, and were employed in thooting partridg-
es for the ufe of our people at the Fort. One of
thofe Indians called Conne-e-quefe faid, he had
been very near to the famous river I wasengaged
: to
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. togoin ‘queft: of. ~ Accordingly -Mr: Norton ‘enia’
E gaged him and’ two other Northern Indlans to
E accompany mie--on this' fecond’ attempt;vbut to

§ the Indians might have fewer to provide for. I
. but two of the home guard (Southern)Indian men
dians, both Northern and Southern, paid fo lit-

tle attention to Ibefter and Merriman on my for-
~ mer journey, particulatly in times of fcarcity,

in future ; though the former was very defirous
to accompany me again, and was well calculated
to.encounter the hardthips of fuch an undertak-

ing.” Merriman was quite fick of fuch excurfions,,

and fo far from offering his fervice a fecond time,

feemed to be very thankful that he was once more

arrived in fafety among his friends ; for before he
got to the Factory he had contra&ed a moft vio-
lent cold. _

Having come to the above refolutions, and final-

ly determined on the number of Indians that were"

to accompany us; we were again fitted out with

a large fupply of ammunmon, and as many other.

ufefulartlcles as we could convement!y take with
' ’ us

*Thiswasa propofal of the Governor’s, though he well knew we canld
not do without their affiftance, both for hauling our baggage, as well as
drefling fkins for clothing, pitching out tent, getting firing, &c.

' avoid all incumbrarices as much as poffible; it was
thought advifable not to take any women*, that -

i would not permit any European to'go with me,’

were to accompany me as before. Indeed the In<

30

-
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that I was determined not to take them with me
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us, together with.a fmall fample of light trading -

e~ g00ds, for prefents to the Indians, as before,

February

a3d,

My inftruétions on this occafion amounted to
no more than an order to proceed as faft as pof-
fible; and for my conduét during the journey,
I was referred to my former inftructions of No-
vember 6th, 1769.

. Every thing being in readinefs for our depar-
ture, on the twenty-third of February I began my
fecond journey, accompanied by three Northern
Indians and two of the home-guard (Southern) In-
dians. I took particular care, however, that
Mackschy, though an excellent hunter, thould not
be of our party ; as he had proved himfelf, dur.
ing my former journey, to be a {ly artful villain.

The {now at this time was fo deep on the top .
of the ramparts, that few of the cannon were to

" be feen, otherwife the Govérnor would have fa-

luted me at my departure, as before ; but as thofe

honours could not poflibly be of any fervice to-
my expedition, Ireadily relinquithed every thing

of the kind; and in lieu of it, the Governor, of-
ficers, and people, infifted on giving me threc

cheers.

After leaving the Faftory, we continued our
courfe in much the fame direction as in my for-
mer journey, till we arrived at Seal River; ; when,
inftead of croffing it, and walking on the barren
grounds as before, we followed the courfe of the
river, except in two particular places, where the
bends tended fo much to the South,- that by crefl-
ing

“
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ing two necks of land not more than ﬁve or fix
: miles wide, we ﬁ’wed the walkmg of near twcnty
 miles each txme, and fill came to the main river
! again.

§ The weather had been fo remarkably bmﬁerous
and changeable, that we were frequently obliged
L to continue two or three nights in the fame place.
To make up for this inconveniency, deer were fo
plentiful for the firft eight or ten days, that the
Indians killed as many as was neceflary ; but we
were all fo heavy laden that we could not poffibly
‘take much  fthe meat with us. This I foon per-
 ceived to bea great evil, which expofed us to fuch
frequent inconveniences, that in cafe of not kill-
ing any thing for three or four days together, we
'were in great want of provifions; we feldom,
however, went to bed entirely fupperlefs till the

fed about eight mxleb that morning, and expended
all the remainder of the day in hunting, we could

partridge ! nor had we difcerned the track of any
thing that day, which was likely to. afford us
hopes of better fuccefs in the morning. This be-
ing the cafe, we prepared fome hooks and lines
ready to angle for fith, as our tent was then by the
fide of 2 lake belonging to Seal River, which
{eemed by its. fituation to aﬁ"ord fome profped of
fuccefs. :
Early in the mormng we took down our tent,
and moved about five miles to the Weft by South,
4 to

| cighth of March; when though we had only walk-

i
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8th.

not produce a fingle thing at night, not even a -

gth.
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1770. to'a part of the lake that feemed more commodl-‘
*—~' ous for fithing than that where sve had been the

March.

igth,

zoth,

mght before.  As{oon as we ‘arrived at this place,,
fome were immediately employed cutting holes in
the ice, while others pitched the tent, got fire.
wood, &c.; after which, for it was early in the
morning, thofe who pitched the tent went a hunt.
ing, and at night one of them returned with a
porcupine, while thofe who were angling caught
feveral fine trout, which afforded us a plentiful
fupper, and we had fome trifle left for breakfaft,
Angling for fith under the ice in- winter re.
quires no other procefs, than cutting round holes
in the ice from one to two feet diameter, and let.

~ ting' down a baited hook, which is always keptin

motion, not only to prevent the water from freez-
ing fo foon as it would do if fuffered to remain
quite fiill, but becaufe it is found at the fame time
to be a great means of alluring the fith to the
hole; for it is always obférved that the fifh inf
thofe parts will take a bait which is in motion,
much fooner than one that is at reft. o
Early in the morning we again -purfued oury
angling, and all the forenoon being expended §
without any fuccefs, we took down our tént and
pitched it again about eight miles farther to the §
Weftward, on the fame lake, where we cut more |
Loles in the ice for angling, and that night caught
feveral fine pike. The next day we moved about
five miles to the South Weft, down a {mall riven

where we pitched our tent ; and having fet four
: fithing
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by the name of Methy*,

To fet a net under the ice, it is firft neccﬁ’aty
to afcertain its exal length, by firetching it out
upon the ice near the part propofed for fetting it.
This being done, a number of round holes are cut
in the ice, at ten or twelve feet diftance from each
other, and as many in number as will be fufficient
to firetch the netat’its full length. A lineisthen
pafled under the ice, by means of-a long light

holes, and,; by means of two forked fticks, thi¢
pole is eafily conduéted, or paffed fromwone hole
to another, under the ice, till it arrives at ¢k~ lafk.
The pole is then taken out, and both ends of the
line being properly fecured, is always ready for

line by one perfon, and hauled under the ice by
2 fecond; 4 large fioné¢ is tied to each of the lower
corners, which ferves to keep the net expanded,
and prevents it rifing from the bottom with every
{ waft of the current. The Europeans fettled in
| Hudfon’s Bay proceed much in the fame manner,
€ though they in general take much more pains ;
& but the above method is found quite fufficient by
{ the Indians. , ’
In order to fearch a net thus fet, the two end
: c holes

E * The Methy are generally caught with a hook; and the befl timé fof
that fport is ia the night; and if the night be dark, the better.

pole, which is firft introduced at one of the end

ufe.- The net is$ made faft to one end of the

1 7

i mg néts, in the. courfe of the day we caught i556.
many finé fifh, particularly. pxke, trout, tittymeg, hrpandt
and a coarfe kind of fith known in Hudlon’s Bay
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1770, holes only are opencd, the line i is veered away
'--w--'by one perfon, and. the net h:mled from under

March

21f.

the ice by another; after all the fith are taken
out, the net is eaﬁly hauled back to its former
ftation, and there fecured as before.

As this place feemed likely to afford us 2 con-
ftant fupply of fith, my guide propofed to flay
here till the geefe began to fly, which in thofe
Northern parts is feldom before the middle of
May. His reafons for fo doing feemed well
founded : ¢ The weather, he faid, is at this time
“ too'cold to walk on the barren grounds, and
¢ the woods from this part lead fo much to the
“ Weftward, that were we to continue travelling
“ in any‘tolerable fhelter, our courfe would not
< be better than Weft South Weft, which would
¢ only be going out of our way; whereas, if we
¢¢ fhould remain here till the weather permit us
¢ to walk due North, over the barren grounds,
¢ we fhall then in one month get farther ad-

“vanced on our journey, than if we were to

< continue travelling all the remainder of the
“ winter in the {fweep of the woods.””

Thefe reafons appeared to me very judicious,
and as the plan feemed likely to be attended with
little trouble, it met with my entire approbation_;
That being the cafe, we took additional pains in
building our tent, and made it as commodiousas.
the materials and fituation would admit.

To pitch an Indian’s tent in winter, it is firft
neceflary to fearch for a level piece of dry ground;
which
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w}uch catinot-be: afcer.tamed but by thruﬁmg 2 1770 '
a[hck through the fnow down to the ground, -all \—-v-d
- over the propofed part.- When a convenient fpot , ;,
E is found, the fnow is then cleared away in'acir-
- cular form to the very mofs ; and when it is pro-
pofed to remain more than-a night or twoin one
place, the mofs is alfo cut up and removed, as it
¥ is very liable when dry to take fire, and occafion
¥ much trouble to the inhabitants. A quantity of
- poles are then procured, which are generally pro-
portioned both in number and length to the fize
of the tent cloth, and the number of perfons it is
intended to contain. If one of the poles thould
not happen to be forked, two of them are tied
together near the top, then raifed ere@, and their
- buts or lower ends extended as wide as the pro-
- pofed diameter of the tent; the other poles are '
then fet round at equal diftances from each other,
and in fuch order, that their lower ends form a
_complete circle, which gives boundaries to. the
tent on all fides: the tent cloth is then faftened
to a light pole, which is always raifed up and put
round the poles from the weather fide, fo that the
two edges that lap over and form the door are
always to the leeward. It muft be underftood .
that this method is only in ufe when the Indians
are moving from place to place every day, for
‘when they intend to continue any time in one
place, they always make the door of their tent to
face the South.
- The tent cloth is ufually of thin Moofe leather,
Cz drefled
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,776 drefled and miade by the Indians, and in thape it

Moarc

ch.,

“open to ferve the double purpofe of chimney aud-
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7 nearly refembies 2 fan-mount inverted ; fo that

when the largeft curve inclofes the bottom of the |
poles, the fmalier one is always fufficient to cover
the top ; -except a hole, which is defignedly left

window.

The fire is always made on the ground’ in thc
center, and the remainder of the floor, or bottom
of the tent, is covered all over with fmall bran-
ches of the pine tree, which ferve both for feats
and beds. A guantity of pine tops and branches
are laid round the bottom of the poles on the out-
fide, over which the eves of the tent is fraked
‘down ; a quantity of {fnow is then packed over
all, which excludes great part of the external air, §
and coatributes greatly to the warmth within,
The tent here defcribed is {ach as is made ufe of ¢
by the Southern Indians, and the f{ame with,
‘which I was furnifhed at the Fadory; for that
made ufe of by the Northern Indians is made of
different materials, and is of a quite different
thape, as fhall be defcribed hereafter.

The fituation of our tent at this time was tru.
ly pleafant, particuiarly for a fpring refidence;
being on a fmall elevated point, which command-
ed an extenfive profpe& over a large lake, the
thores of which abounded with wood of different
kinds, fuch as pine, larch, birch, and poplar ; and
in many places was beautifully contrafted witha
variety of high hills, that fhewed their fnowy]

/ ’ fummits;
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! which the {wiftnefs of the current prevents from
| freezing in the coldeft winters. At the bottom

lake, was a fine'theet of cpen water near a mile
~in length, and at leaft half a mile in breadth ; by

all in open view from the tent.

The remaining part of this month pafled on
without any interruption, or material occurrence,
to difturb our repofe, worth relating : our fith-
ing nets provided us with daily food, and the In-
dians had too much philofophy zbout them to
> give themfelves much additional trouble; for
. during the whole time not one of them offered
. to look for a partridge, or any’ thing elfe which

could yield a change of diet.

(~ As the time may now be fuppofed to have lain
i heavy on my hands, it may not be improper to
- place, 1 embraced every favourable opportunity
. of obferving the latitude of the place, the mean of
- which was 58° 46' 30" North; and the longitude
by account was 5° 57'° Weft, from Prince of
- Wales’s Fort, I then correéted my reckoning
from my laft obfervation; brought up my jour-
- nal, and filled up my chart, to the place of our
' refidence. I built alfo fome traps, and caught a
few martins ; and by way of faving my ammuni-
tion, fet fome f{nares for partrxdgea. The former

is

of this fall, which empties itfelf into:the above

the margin of which we had our fifhing nets fet,

_inform the reader how I employed it. In the firft

21

smmits above the talleft woods. About two ',770‘
undred yards from the tent was a fall, or rapid, \ A~

March. i
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1770, is performed by means of f¢w logs, fo arranged;
L~ ~_ that when the martin attempts to take away the

April,

it

bait laid for him, he with very little ftruggle pulls
down a {mall poft that fupports the whole weight
of the trap; when, if the animal be not killed by
the weight of the logs, he is confined till he be
frozen to death, or killed by the hunter going
his rounds.

To fnare partridges requires no other procefs
than making a few little hedges acrofs a creck, or
a few fhort hedges pro;ec’hncr at right angles from
the fide of an ifland of willows, Whlch tnofe birds
are found to frequent. Several openings muft
be left in each hedge, to admit the birds to pafs
through, and in each of them 2 fnare muft be fet;
fo that when the partridges are hopping 2long the
edge of the willows to feed, which is their ufual
cuftom, fome of them foon get into the fnares,
where they are confined till they are taken out.
I have caught from three to ten partridges in a
day by this fimple contrivance; which requires
no farther attendance than going round them
night and morning. ' v

I have already obferved that nothing material
happened to difturb our repofe till the firft of
April, when to our great {urprife the fithing nets
did not afford us a fingle fith. Though fome of
the preceding days had been pretty ﬁlCCCfbfﬂl
yet my companions, like true Indians, feldom
went to fleep till they had cleared the tent of
every article of provifion. As nothing was to be

‘ caught
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caught in - the nets, we aIl went out to angle,
but in this we were equally unfuccefsful, as we
could not procure one fith the whole day. This
fudden ché.nge’ of circumftances alarmed one of
E my companioas {o much that he began to think
- of refuming the ufe of his trun, aﬂer havmg laid
it by for near a month. -

Early in the morning we arofe; when my gulde
. Connee. quefe went 2 hunting, and the reft at-
“tended the nets and hooks near home ; ; but all
. with fuch bad fuccefs, that we could mot procure
' ' enough in one day to ferve two men for a fupper.
. This, inftead of awakening the reft of my com-
panions, fent them to fleep; and fcarcely any
of them had the prudence to look at the fithing
‘nets, though they were not more than two or
three hundred yards from the tent door. |

My guide, who was a fteady man, and an ex-
cellent hunter, having for many years been ac-
cuftomed to provide for a large family, feermed
by far the moft induftrious of all my crew ; he
clofely purfued bis hunting for feveral days, and
feldom returned to the tent till after dark, while
thofe at the tent paffed moft of their time in
fmoking and fleeping.

Several days pafled without any figns of relief,
till the 1oth, when my guide continued out Ion-
ger than ordinary, which made us conjecture that
he had met with firangers, or feen fome deer, or
other game, which occafioned his delay. We all
therefore lay down to ﬂeep, having had but little

refrefh-

23
‘1770
-~
‘Apxl,j !

1oth,
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1770, refrefhment for the three preceding days, except
T a pipe of tobacco and a draught -of water; even

zzth,

partridges had become fo fcarce that not one was
to be got ; the heavy thaws had driven them all
out towards the barren grounds. About mid-
pight, to our great joy, our hunter arrived, and
brought with him the blood and fragments of
two deer that he had killed. This unexpected
fuccefs foon roufed the fleepers, who, in anin-
ftant were bufily empioyed in cooking a large
kettle of broth, made with the blood, and fome
fat and fcraps of meat fhred fmall, boiled in it.
This might be reckoned a dainty dith at any time,
but was more particularly {0 in our prefent almoft
famifhed condition.

After partaking of this refrefhment, we refum-
ed our reft, and early in the morning fet out in-a
body for the place where the deer were lying.
As we intended to make our flay but thort, we
left our tent ftanding, contairing all our bag-
gage. On our arrival at the place of deftination,
fome were immediately employed in making 2
hut or barrocado, with young pine trees; while
one man fkinned the deer. the remainder went 2
hunting, and in the afternoon returned to the
hut, after having kilied two deer.

Several days were now fpent in feafling and
glutiony ; during which the Indians killed five

. more deer and tbree fine beavers; finding at

laft, however, that there was little profped of
procuzing either more deer or beavers, we deter-
mined
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hat we had a rcady obtained.

The fleth of thefe deer, though none of the
argeft, might with frugality have ferved our
mall cumber, (being only fix) tor fome time
hut my companions, like other Indians, feafted
day and night while it lafted ; and were fo indo-
ent and uvanthinking, as mot to attend properly
o the fifhing-nets; fo that many: fine fith, which
ad been entangled in the nets, were entirely
[poiled, and in about twelve or fourteen days we
were nearly in as great diftrefs for provifions as
ver. »

Dunng the courfe of our long inadtivity, Saw-
op-o-kithac, commonly called Soflop, my princi-

irch for {poans, dithes, and other neceffary
oufehold furniture, had the misfortune to cut
his leg in fuch a manner as to be incapable of
¢walking ; and the other Southern Indian, though
a much younger man, was fo indolent as not to
be of any fervice to me, except hauling part of
our luggage, and eating up part of the provifions
which had been provided by the more induftrious,
part of my companions.

body of Indians was {een to the South Welt, on
gthe large lake by the fide of which our tent ftood.
;’On their arrival at our tent we difcovered them
{10 be the wives and families of the Northern In-
dian gocfe hunters, who were gone to Prince of
Wales’s

mined to return to our tent, thh the remains of 1770,

al Southern Indian, as he was cutting fome -

On the twenty-fourth, early in the day, a great

25
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1770, Whales’s Fort to attend the feafon. They were

P bound toward the barren ground there to wait

27th.  the return of their hufbands and relations from
the Fort, after the termination of the goofe-
feafon. ‘

My guide having for fome days paft determm-,
ed to move toward the barren ground, this
morning we took down our tent, packed up our
luggage, and proceeded to the Faftward in the
fame track we came; but Soﬁ'op being fo lame
as to be obhged to be hauled on a fledge, Ieafily
prevailed on two of the Indians who Lad joined
us on the 24th, and who Were purfuing the fame
road, to perform this fervice for him.

agth. After two days good walking in our cld track,
we arrived at a part of Seal River called She.
than.ne¢, where we pitched our tent and fet bot
our fithing-nets, intending to ftay there till th
geefe began to fly. Though we had feen fever
fwans and fome geefe flying to the Northward,
ey, W3S the thirteenth of May before we could pr
13th.  cure any. On that day the Indians killed tw
{wans and three geefe. This in fome meafu
alleviated our diftrefs, which at that time w
very great; having had no other fubfiftence fo
five or {ix days, than a few cranberries, that w
gathered from the dry ridges where the fnow w
thawed away in fpots; for though we fet ou
fithing-nets in the beft judged places, and angle

at every part that was likely to afford fuccefs, w
only caught three fmall fith during the whole|
time. £
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oined us on the 24th of April, remained in our.
ompany for fome time; and though I well
new they had had a plentiful winter, and had

ere alfo acquainted with our difirefs, . they ne-
lve® gave me or my Southern companions the

tprovided for our Nﬁ‘orthern guides.
¢ By the nineteenth, the geefe, fwans, ducks,
igulls, and other birds of paflage, were fo plentiful
that we killed every day as many as were fuffici-
nt for our fupport ; and baving ftopped a few
ays to recruit our fpirits after {o long a faft, on
he twenty-third we began once more to pro-
eed toward the barren ground. Soffop having
ow perfeétly recovered from his late misfortune,
very thing feemed to have a favourable appear-
nce ; efpecially as my crew had been augmented
o twelve perfons, by the addition of one of my
uide’s wives, and five others, whom I had en-
gaged to 2ffift in carrying our luggage; and I
'well knew, from the feafon of the year, that
hauling would foon be at an end for the fum-
er. X

The thaws having been by this time fo great as
o render travelling in the woods almoft imprac-
ticable, we continue our courfe to the Eaft on
Seal River, about fixteen miles farther, when we
ame to a {mall river, and a firing of lakes con-
ected with it, that tended to the North.

The

hen good ftocks of dried meat by them, and.

aft fupply, although they had in fecret amply |

27
re. Many of the Northern Indnana, who had 14+,

May.

rgth,
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The weather for fome time was remarkably
fine and pleafant. Game of all”kinds was ex.
ceedingly plentiful, and we continued our courfe

to the Northward on the above river and lakes

till the firft of June, when we arrived at a place
called Beralzone. In our way thither, befide kill-
ing more geefe than was neceflary, we fhot tevo
deer. One of my companions had now the mif.
fortune to fhatter his hand very much by the
burfting of 2 gun; but as no bones were broken,

I bound up the wound, and with the afliftance of

iome of Turlington’s drops, yellow bafilicon, &c.
which I had with me, foon reftored the ufe of his
hand; fo that in a very fhort time he feemed to
be out of all danger.

After ftopping a few days at Beralzone, to dry
adittle venifon and a few geefe, we again pro-
ceeded to the Northward on the barren ground;
for on our leaving this place we foon got clear of
all the woods,

The fnow was by this time {o foft as to render

‘walking in fnow-fhoes very laborious; and

though the ground was bare in many places, yet
at times, and in particular places, the fnow-drifts
were fo deep, that we could not’poflibly do with-
out them. By the fixth, however, the thaws
were {o general, and the fnows fo much melted,
that as our fnow thoes were attended with more

trouble than fervice, we all confented to throw ¢

them away. ‘Till the tenth, our fledges proved
ferwceable, particularly in croffing lakes and
ponds

|
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ponds on the ice; but that mode of travelling 1770_ ‘

now growing dangerous on account of the great ‘=

thaws, we determined to throw away our fledg- June:

es, and every one to take a load on his back. R
This I found to be much harder work than the

winter carriage, as my part of the luggage con-

g filted of the following articles, viz. the quadrant

and its ftand, a trunk containing books, papers,

&c. a land-compafs, and a large bag containing

all my wearing apparel ; alfo 2 hatchet, knives,

files, &c. befide feveral fmall articles, intended

for prefents to the natives. The aukwardnefs of

my load, added to its great weight, which was

upward of fixty pounds, and the exceflive heat

of the weather, rendered walking the moft labo-

rious tafk I had ever encountered; and what

- confiderably increafed the hardfhip, was the bad-

nefs of the road, and the coarfenefs of our lodg-

ing, being, ca account of the want of proper

" tents, expofed to the utmott feverity of the wea-

~ther. ‘The tent we had with us was not only too

large, and unfit for barren ground fervice, where

no poles were to be got, but we had been obliged

to cut it up for fhoes, and each perfon carried

his own fhare. lIndeed my guide behaved both

negligently and ungeneroufly on this occafion ;

as he never made me, or my Southern Indiams,

acquainted with the nature of pitching tents on

the barren ground; which had he done, we

could eafily have procured a fet of poles before

we left the woods, He took care, howevér, to

procure
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_ 1770 procure a fat for himfelf and his wife; and when
‘—~ the tent was divided, though he made fhift to get

Jene,

23d.

a piece large enough to ferve him for a complete
little ten;, he never afked me or my Southern
Indians to put our heads into it. »

Befide the inconvenience of being eéxpofed to
the open air, night and day, in all weathers, we

experienced real diftrefs from the want of victu.

als. When provifions were procured, it often
happened that we could not make 2 fire, {o that
we were obliged to eat the meat quite raw;
which at firft, in the article of fith particularly,
was as little relithed by my Southern companions
as myfelf. -
Notwithftanding thefe accurnulated and com.
plicated hardfhips, we continued in perfect health
and good fpirits ; and my guide, though a per
fect niggard of his provifions, efpecially in times

‘of f{carcity, gave us the firongeft aflurance of

foon arriving at a plentiful country, which
would not only afford us a certain fupply of pro-
vifions, but. where we fhould meet wi*h other
Indians, who probably would be willing to carry
part of our luggage. This news naturally gave
us great confolation ; for at that time the weight
of our conftant loads was fo great, that when
Providence threw any thing in our way, we
could not carry above two days provifions with
us, which indeed was the chief reafon of our be-

‘ing {o frequently in want.

From the twentieth to the twenty-third we
walked .




NORTHERN OCEAN. - R 15
walked every day near twenty miles, without 1770. ’
- any other fubfiftence than a pipe of tobacco, and
 a drink of water when we pleafed: even par- June:
tridges and gulls, which fome time before were

in great plenty, and eafily procured, were now fo
fcarce and fhy, that we could rarely get one; and

 as to geefe, ducks, &c. they had all flown to the
 Northward to breed and molt.

Early in the morning of the twenty-third, we

fet out as ufual, but had not walked above feven

or eight miles before we faw three mufk-oxen
grazing by the fide of a fmall lake. The Indi-

ans immediately went in purfuit of them; and

as fome of them were expert hunters, they foon
killed the whole of them. This was no doubt

very fortunate ; ‘but, to our great mortification,
before we could get one of them fkinned, fuch a

ifall of rain came on, as to put it quite ‘out of our
ipower to make a fire ; which, even in the fineft
'weather, could only be made of mofs, as we were-

inear an hundred miles from any woods. * This-

was poor comfort for people who had not broke

their faft for four or five days. Neceflity, how-'

ever, has no law; and having been before initi--

ated into the method of eating raw meat, we

were the better prepared for this repaft : but this’

was by no means fo well relithed, either by me:*

or the Southern Indians, as either raw venifon or-

Taw fith had been: for the fleth of the mutk-ox

45 not only coarfe and tough, but fmells and-
taf’ces {o firong of mutk as to make it very difa-

: agreeable
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i ;770, greeable when raw, though it is. tolerab]e "'atmg
"E;:' when pr: ')perly cooked. Thc weather contmued fo
T remalkably bad, accompanied Wwith conftant hea.
vy raig, fnow and fleet, and our neceﬁiuc.s were
fo great by the time the weather permltted us t¢
makea fire, that we had nearly eat to the amount -
of cne buffalo quite raw,
‘Notwithftanding I muftered up all my phxlofo- 1
phy on this occafion, yet I muft confefs that my
- {pirits began to fail" me. Indeéd our other mis-
fortunes were greatly aggravated by the incle-
mency of the weather, which Was not only cold,
but fo very wet that for near three days and
nights, I had not one dry thread about me. When
the fine weather returned, we made a fire, though §
it was only of mofs, as 1 have already obferved; §
and having got my cloaths dry, all things feem- §
ed likely to go on in the old channel, though §
that was indifferent enough; but I endeavoured, §
like a failor after a ftorm, to forget paft misfor. |
tunes.
None of our natural wants, if we except thirft, §
are fo difirefling, or hard to endure, as hunger; @
and- in wandering fituations, like that whichI
now experienced, the hardthip is greatly aggra. 8
vated by the uncertainty with refped to its du- [
ration, ' and the means moft proper to be ufed to §
“remove it, as' well as by the labour and fatigue
we muft neceffarily undergo for that purpofe, §
and the difappointments which too frequently
fruftrate our beft concerted plans and moft ftre-
‘ | - Duous
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' nuous exeruons i¢ not only enfeebles the body, ° 1950,
‘but uepreﬂ"es the {pirits, in fpite of every effort to =iy

| prevent it. Befides, for want of a&xon, the ﬁo—

mach fo far lofes its dlge{hve powers, that after "

long fafling it refumes its officc with pain and
relutance. During this journey I have.too fre-

quently experienced the dreadful effets of this’

§ calamity, and more than once been reduced to
¥ fo low a flate by hunger and famgue, that when
Provxdence threw any thing in my way, my.fio-
- mach has fcarcely been able to retain more than
two or three ounces, without producmg ‘the
moft oppre{ﬁve pain. Another difagrecable cir-
. cumftance of long fafting is, the extreme diffi-
* culty and pam attendmg the natural evacuations
for the firft time; and which is fo readful that
of it none but thoi’e who have. expenenced can
have an adequate idea.

To ' record ‘in detail each day’s fare fince the
commencement of this journey, would be little
more than a dull repetition of the fame occur-
rences. A fufficient idea of it may be given ina
“few words, by obferving that it may juftly be faid
to have been_either all feafting, or all famineé:
fometimes we had too much, feldom juft enough,
frequently too little, and often none at all. It
will be only neceffary to fay that we have fafted
many times-two whole days and nights; twice
upwards of three'days ; and once, while at She-
than-nee, near feven days, during which we taft-
ed not a mouthful of any thing, except a few

: D. " cran-

Fios T
T
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e cranberties; water, feraps of old leather, and
- butit bones. On thofe préfﬁng"occaﬁons Thave
ffequentl'y feen the Indians examine their ward.

robe, ‘which' confifted chiefly "of &znaclothing,
and confider“ what part ¢ould beft be fpared;

fometxmes a piece of an old, half-rotten: deer fkin,
#nd at others a pair of old thoes, . were facrificed
to alleviate extreme hunger. ~The relation of |
fuch uncommon ‘hardthips - may perhaps gain lit-
de credit in Europe; while thofe who are con-
verfant ‘with ‘the hiftory of Hudfon’s Bay, and
who are thoroughly acqu:nnted with the diftrefs
which the natives of the- ~country about it fre.
quently endure, may ‘confider  them as no more
than the common occurrences ‘of an‘Indian life,
in' which they are frequently dnven to the ne-
ceffity of cating one- another. '

Knowing

: # It.is the genexal opinion of the Southera Indians, that when any of 8
their tribe have been driven to the neceffity of eating human flefh, they §i
become fo fond of it, that no perfon is fafe in their company And :f;
t‘)ough it is well known they are never guilty of making this horrid repaft 5
kut:when drivén to it by neceffity, yet thofe who have made it are not.
only fhinned, but fo univerfally detefted by all who Enow them, thatno
Indians will tent. with them, and they are frequently murdered iy, 1
have feen feveral of thofe’ poor - wretches whe, unfortunately for their, B
have come under the-above defeription, and though they were perfons lf:’_
much efteemed before hunger had driven them to this a&, were after- [
wards fo univerfally deﬁaifedv and negle€ted, that a fmile never graced
their conntenances: deep mela ncholy has been feated on their brows,
while - the eye moﬁ, expr:{ﬁve]y fpoke the dictates of the heart, and
feemed to fay, « Why do you defpife me for my misfortanes? the peris
< od is probably not fax)ﬂi&ant, whcu you may be driven to the like ne-

« ceffity I
In the Spring of the year 5775, when I was Lmldmg Cumberland
Houfe,
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Knowmg that our conftant loads Would not
permit us to carry much pr0v1ﬁons with us, we
agreed to continue a day or two to refrefh ¢ our-
feives, and to dry a little meat in the fun, as it
thereby not only becomes more portable, but is

always ready for ufe.. On the tWéntY—ﬁxth all

that remained of the mufk-ox fleth being proper-
ly dried and fit for carriage, we began to pro-
ceed on our journey Northward, and on the thir-
tieth of June arrived at a {fmall river, called Ca-

§ thawhachaga, which empties itfelf into a large
§ lake called Yath-kyed-whoie, or White Snow
Lake. Here we found {everal tents of Northern
® Indians, who had been fome time employed
8 {pearing deer in theis canoes, asthey croffed the
above mentioned little river. Here alfo we met

Dz * a Nor-

¢ Houfe, an Indian, whofe name was Wapoos, came to the fettlement, at a
time when fifteen tents of indians were on the plantations: they examin~
ed him'very minutely, and found he had come a coniiderable way by him=
felf, withont a gun, or ammaunition. This made many of them conjec-
ture he had met with, and killed,’ fome perfon by the way; and this was
the more eafily credited, from the care he took to conceal a bag of provifis
ons, which he had bronght with him, in a lofty pine-tice near the houfe.

trade; andduring that interview, fome of the Indian women exdmined his
bag, and gave it as their opinion- that the meat it contained was human
fieth: in confequencg, it wasnot without the interference of _i"ome princi-
pal-Indians, whofe liberality of fentiment was more extenfive than that in'
the others, the poor creature faved his life,. Many of the men cleaned
and leaded their guns; others had their bows and arrows ready; and even

himfclf, unaﬂiﬁed by ﬁre-arms for fupport in his joursey,

Being a {tvanger, T invited him in, though I faw he had nothing for V

the women took poffeffion -of the haichets, to kill' this foor inoffenfive’
wretch, for no crime but that of tr avelling about two hundred miles by

]uniei:‘;_«,v- ol

" 26th,

soth,
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M: 1770 2 Northern Indian Leader, or Captam, called'

* ,;Q;}.

Keelﬂnes, and a fmall party.of his crew, who |
were bound to Prmce of Wales’s Fort, with furs
and other commodities for trade. When Keel.
fhies was made acquainted with the intent of my
journey, he readily offered his fervice to bring me
any thing from the Factory that we were likely
to fland in need of; and though we were then

- in latitude 63° 4/ North and longityde 7 12"

Weft from Churchlll, yet he promifed to join us
again, at a place appointed by my guide, by the
{etting in of the Winter. In confequence of this
offer, 1 looked over our ammunition and other
art‘i_clesi; and finding that a little powder, fhot, |
tobacco, and a few knives, were likely -to be of .
fervice before the journey could be completed, I §

‘determined to fend a letter to the governor of

Prince of Wales’s Fort, "to advife him of my fitu
ation, and fo defire him to fend by the bearera [§
certain gquantity of the abeve articles; on which §
Keelthies and his crew proceeded on their jour- §
ney for the Fadtory the fame day. . - B
". Cathawhachaga was the only river we had feen §
fince the breaking up. of the ice that we could
not ford ; and as we had not any canoes with us,
we were obliged to get ferried acrofs by the
firange Indians. When we arrived on the North
fide of this river, where the Indians refided, my J
guide propofed to flop fome time, to dry and §
pound fome meat to take with-us; to whichl §

-~readlly confented.  We alfo’ fet our ﬁﬂnng nets, |8

and
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L and caught a confiderable quantxty of very ﬁng

] fith ; fuch astittemeg, barble, &c. -
' The number of deer which croffed Cathawha-

after waiting feveral days in fruitlefs expedati-
f on, we began to prepare for moving; and ac-
| cordingly, on the fixth of July, we fet out,
3 though we had not at that time as much viGu-
£ als belonging to our company as would furnith
us a fupper. During our ftay here, we had each
day got as much fith or fleth as was fufficient for

f prefent expenditure; but, being in hopes of bet-

8 ter times, faved none. :

§  DBefore we left Cathawhachaga, I made feveral
B obfervations for the latitude, and found it to be
€ 63° 4 North. I alfo brought up my journal,
and filled up my chart to that time. Every
thing being now ready for our departure, my

37
T o,
i chaga, during our ftay there, was by no means -

equal to our expedations, and no more t_han“ juft |
fufficient to fupply our prefent wants; fo that.

€th,

guide informed me that in afew days a canoe

would be abfolutely neceﬁ'ary, to enable us to.

crofs fome unfordable rivers which we ﬂmuld
} meet, and could not avoid.. This induced me to
8 purchafe one at the eafy rate of a fingle knife, the

| full value of which did not exceed.one penny.

It muft be obferved, that the man who fold the
canoe had no farther occafion for it, and was glad
to take what he could get ; but had he been tho-

roughly acquainted with our neceffities he moft.

affuredly would have had the confcience to
‘ have
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.'lh_a,v’e-. afked g‘oods,‘tvo-the amount of ten beaver

fkins at leaft.. S I
.- This additional piece of luggage obliged meto

‘engage another Indian; and we were lucky

enough at that time to meet with a poor forlorn
fellow, who was fond of the office, having never
been in a much better fiate than that of a beaft of
burthen.. Thus, provided: with a canoe, and-a
man to carry it, we left Cath:av.rhgghaga, as has

- been obferved, on the fixth of July, and conti. .

nued our courfe to the North by Weft, and North
North Weft; aid that night put up by the fide
of a-fmall bay of Whits Snow Lake;, where we
angled; and caught feveral fige trout, fome of
which weighed not lefs than fourteen orfixteen

- pounds. In the pight heavy rain came on',ii'nr;hi‘ch

continued three days; but the ninth proving fine
weather, and the fup difplaying -his beams’ very
powerfully, we dried our clothes, and proceeded
to the Northward. Toward the evening, how.
ever, it began again to rain fo exceffively, that it
was with much difficulty we kept our powderand |
books _d_ry; ) o , - -8

On the feventeenth, we Gaiw many mufk-oxen,
feveral of which the Indians killed ; when we
agreed to flay here a day or two, to dry and
pound * fome of the carcafes to take with us.
: ‘ N ‘ The

*To prepare meat in this manner, .it requires no farther operation . -}
than eutting the lean pasts of the animal into thin flices, and drying it ‘
in the fun, or by a flow fire, till, after beating it between two. flones, it is
reduced to a coatfe powder,
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. Thé flefh of anyanimal, when itis thus Pl'epa o d> L

' is not only hearty food, but is always ready f@r;,: ~

- ufe, and at the fame time very portable. In moft -

 parts of Hudfon’s Bay it is known by’ the namae

of Thew-hagon, but amongft the Northern- Indb _

ansit is called' Achees.- . - S canss
Having prepared as much dried flefh as we
could tranfport, we proceéded tothe Northward;

and at our departure left a great quantity 6f meat

behind us, which we could neither eat nor ‘carry
away. This was not the firft time we had fo done;

and however wafteful it may appear, it'is a prac-

tice fo common among all the Indian tribes, as

to be thought nothing ‘of.. On the twenty-fe-
‘cond, we met feveral firangers, whom we joined
in purfuit of the deer, &c. which were at this
time fo plentiful, that we got every day-a fuffis
cient number for our fupport, and indeed too
frequently killed feveral merely for the tongncs,
‘narrow, and fat, - : S
After we had been fome time in company Wlth
_thofe Indians, -1 found that my guide feemed to
hefitate about proceeding any farther; and that
ke kept pitching his tent backward and forward,
from place to 'place, after the deer, and the reft
of the Indians. ~On my afking him his reafon for
fo doing; he anfwered, that as the year was too
far advanced to admit of our arrival at the Cop-
permine River that Summer, he thought it more

advifable to. pafs the Winter with fome of the

Indians then:in company, and alleged that there
could

22d.
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. could.be no fear of our arriving at that river
~ early.in, the Summer of one theufand feven hun..
dred and feventy.one. As.I. could not pretend
© to contradict him, I was entirely reconciled to his

propofal ;. and accordingly we kept moving to the
Weftward with the other Indians. In 2 few
days; many others joined us from different quar-
ters ; fo that by the thirtieth of July we had in
all above feventy tents, which did not contain
lefs than fix hundred perfons. Indeed our en-
campment at night had the appearance of a fmall
town; and in. the morning, when we began to
move, the whole ground (at leaft for a large
fpace all round) feemed o be alive, with men,
women, -children, and dogs. Thongh ‘the land
twas entirely barren, and deftitute of every kind

of herbage, except wifh-a-capuccd * and mofs, yet |

the deer were fo numerous that the Indians not

only killed as many as were fufficient for our large §
. number, but often feveral merely for the fkins, §
marrow, &, and left the carcafes to rot, or tobe
devoured by the wolves, foxes, and other bcaﬁs

of prey.

-In our way to the Weﬁward we came to- fcveral |
rivers, which, though fmall and of ne note, were
fo deep as not to be fordable, particularly Doo- §

“ baunt Riverf. On .thofe occafions only, we §
' . had §

* * Wifh-a-capucea is the name given by the natives to a plant whichis @

found all over the country bordering on' Hudfon’s Bay ; and an infufioa
of it :c ufedvast_ea by all the Eoropeans fettled in that country, :
. 1 This river, as well as all others deftrving that appellation whichl

croffed
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® This method of ferrying over rivers, though

liged to carry their eanoes one hundred and fifty,
f or two hundred miles, without having ' ‘occafion
I to0 make ufe of them; yet at times they cannot
§ do without them ; and were they.not very fmall
B and portable, it would be impoffible for one man
§ to carry them, which they are often obliged to
do, not only the diftance above mentioned, but
even the whole Summer.

‘The perfon I engaged at Cathawhachaga to car-“
'y my canoe proving too weak for the tafk, ano-’

ther of my crew was obliged to exchange loads
with him, which feemed perfecly:agreeable to all

parties; and as we walked but thort days jour- -

- nies, and deer were very plentiful, all-things went
on every fmoothly. . Nothing material happened
till the eighth, when we were ' near lofing the
' quadrant and all our powder from the following

circumftance : ‘the fellow who had been releafed
- from carrying the canoe proving too weak, as hath
] : : been
*. crofled during this part of my journey, ran to the Ea® and North Eaft;

and both them and the lakes were perfecly frefh, and inhabited by fith
ﬁnat are well known aéver to frequem falt water,

had recourfe to ourcanoe, which, though of the-
: common fize, was too {mali-to carry more than -
‘two perfons ; one of whom always lies' down at |
full length for. fear of making the canoe t0p-hea- o
& vy, and the other fits on his heels and paddles. -

tedious, is the moft expeditious way thefe poor’
E people can contrive ; for they are fometimes ob- |

© 6th.

gth,
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been already obferved, had, after the exchange,
‘nothing to carry but my powder and his own
trifles; the latter  were indeed very inconfiders.
ble, not equal in fize and weight to a foldier’s

- knapfack. As I intended to have a little fport
- with the deer, and knowing his load to be much’

lighter than mine, I gave him the quadrant-and

ftand to carry, which he took without the-leaft

hefitation, or feeming ill-will. Having thus eal
ed myfelf for the prefent ~“a heavy and cumber.
fome part of my load, I fet out early in the mor.
ning with fome of the Indian men ; and after walk.
ing about eight or nine miles, faw, from the.top
of a high hill, a great number of deer feeding ina
neighbouring valley ; on which welaid down our

"loads and erected a flag, asa fignal for the others |

to pitch their tents there for the night. 'We then
purfued our hunting, which proved very fuccef.
ful. ~ At night, however, when we came to the g
hill where we had left our baggage, Ifound that |}
only part of the Indians had arrived, and that the g
man who had been entrufied with my powder §
and quadrant, had fet off another way, witha
fmall party of Indians that had been in our com
pany that morning. The evening being far ad-
vanced, we wereobliged to defer going in fearch §
of him till the morning, and as his track could .Qf
not be eafily difcovered in the Summer, the South- @
ern Indians, as well as myfelf, were very uneafy, [
fearing we had loft the powder, which was to pro- |§
vide us with food and raiment the remainder Of;,,

our &
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me little hopes of receiving affiftance from them,,
 any longer than T had wherewithal to reward them.
£ for their trouble and expence ; for during the
B whole time I had been with them, not one of them
& had offered to give me the leaft morfel of v1&uals,
& without atking fomething in exchange, which, in
$ ceneral, was three times the value of what they
§ could have got for the fame articles, had they car-
Bricd them to the Fadtory, though feveral hundred
Emiles diftant. ’

[had a great affortment of goods to relieve their
neceiﬁticis; as if I had brought the Company’s.
fwarchoufe with me. Some of them wanted
Bouns; all wanted ammunition, iron-work, and,
tobacco; many were folicitous for medicine; and
fothers prefled me for different articles of clothing:
but when they found I had nothing to fpare, ex-
cept 2 few nick-nacks and gewgaws, they made
no fcruple of pronouncing me a “poor fervant,

 noways like the Governor at the Factory, who,
e they faid, they never faw, but he gave them
“ fomething ufeful.” It is fcarcely poffible to
conceive any people fo void of commor. under-
flanding, as to think that the fole intent of my
undertakmg this fatiguing journey, was to car-
1y 2 large affortment of ufeful and heavy: imple-
ments, to give to all that ftood in need of them ;

bu.,t

¥ So inconfiderate were thofe people, that wherq '
gever they met me, they always expefted that I.

‘our journey. The very uncou*teous behavmur 1773. S
f the Northern Indians then in. company, gave, e

Aguﬁ

J,'
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but many of them would afk me for. what they
wanted with the fame freedom, and apparently
with the fame hopes of fuccefs, as if they had

'~ been at one of the Company’s Factories. Others,

gth,

with an air of more generofity, offered me furs
to trade with at the fame ftandard as at the Facto.
ry; without confidering how unlikely it was that
I (hould increafe the enormous weight of my load
with articles which-could be of no more ufe tome
in my prefent fituation than they were to them
felves. , ~ :

This unaccoux}table behaviour of the Indians
occafioned much ferious reflection “on my part;
as it fhowed plainly how little I had to expedif
I thould, by any accident, be reduced to the ne.
ceflity of depending upon them for fupport ; fo
that, though I laid me down to reft, fleep wasa
ftranger to me that night. The following beauti
ful lines of Dr. Young I repeated above an hun.
dred times :

¢ Tired Nature’s fweet reftorer, balmy Sleep 3

. % He, like the world, his ready vifit puys
¢ Where fortune fmiless the wretched he forfakes:
«.8wift on !'is downy pinions flies from woe, -
“ And lights on lids unfully’d witha tear.” NieuT T'HOUGEHTS, |

After paffing the night in this melancholy §
manner, 1 got up at day-break, and, with the two |
Southern Indians, fet'out in queft of our defer- |
ter. Many hours elapfed in fruitlefs fearch after |
him, as we could not difcover a fingle trackin
the dire&tion which we were mrormed he had |

taken. |
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to him, in hopes of feeing fome track in the mofs
that might lead to the way the Indians were gone
£ whom our deferter had accompanied. -On our
§ arrival at that place, we found they had fruck

| down toward a little river which they had crofl- '

E ed the morning before ; and there, to our great
 joy, we found the quadrant and the bag of pow-
der lying on the top of a high ftone, but not a
human being was to be feen. On examining the

powder, we found that the bag had been opened,
and part of it taken out; but, notwithftanding

our lofs was very confiderable, we returned with
light hearts to the place at which we had been
- the night before, where we found -our baggage
fafe, but all the Indians gone: they had, howe-
ver, been fo confiderate as to fet up marks to

direct us  what courfe ‘to fteer. By the time we .

had adjufted our bundles, the day was quite fpent;
feeing, however, a fmoke, or rather a fire, in the
direction we were ordered to fteer, we bent our

way towards it; and a little after ten o’clock at

night came up with the main body of the Indi-
ans; when, after refrething ourfelves with a
plentiful fupper, the firft morfel we had tafted

that day, we retired to reft, which I at leaft en- .

joyed with better fuccefs than the preceding night.
In the morning of the eleventh we proceeded on

to the Weft, and Weft by South; but on the
o twelfth

&

45

11th.

B calen. Thie day being almott fpent without the o
| leaft appearance of fuccefs, I propofed repairing «~~u

to the place where I had delivered the.quadrant A“g““;
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;770 twelftb did not move. This gave us an oppOr

",l.—-v-w
gt

tunity of endeavourmg to afcertain the latitude
by a meredian altitude, when we found the place
to be in 63° 10’ North nearly. It proving rathes
cloudy about noon, though ’e'x'ce‘edi'ng‘ fine wea.
ther, Ilet the quadrant ftand, in‘order to obtain
the latitude more exac'tly by two altltudes ; but,
to my great mortification, while I was eating my
dmner, a fudden guft of wind blew it down;

“and as the ground where it ftood was very ftoney,

the bubble, the ﬁght-vane, and vernier, were en.

tirely broke to pieces, which rendered the inftru.

ment ufelefs. In confequence of this misfortune
Irefolved to return again to the Fort, though we §
were then in the latltude of 63° 10' North, and §
about 10° 40' Weft longitude from Churchil
River.

CHAP
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broken, till I arrived at the Fadory.

B scoeral frange Indians join us from the Northward.—

£ begin our return to the Falory.— Meet with. other
L Indians, who join our company.—Coilect deer-fhins
Jor clothing, but could not get them. dreffed.—Suffer
§  much bardfbip from the want.of tents and warm
clothing.—Moj? of the Indians leave us.~— Meet with
Maionabbee.~~Some accazmz‘ of bim, and bis behavi-
our ta.me and the Souz%ern Indians.—We remain in
L bis company fome time.~His obfervations on my t1wo
- unfuccefiful attempts.—We leave bhim, and proceed
10 a place to which be direited us, in order to make
Snow-fboes and fledges.— oin Matonabbee agézz'n,
‘and proceed towards the Factory in his company.—
Ammunition runs fhort.—Myfelf and four Indians
Jet off poft for the Factory.—Much bewildered in z
Snow fiorm ; my dog is frozen to death ; we lic ina
 bufb of willows.— Proceed on our journey.—Great
difficulty in croffing a jumble of rock.v.—drrz‘ve at
the Fort.

SHE day after I-had the misfortune to break
the quadrant, feveral Indians joined me
from the Northward, fome of whom plundered
: me

£ Tranfactions from the Time the Quadrant was

They plundered me of all I had ; but did not plunder
the Southern Indians.— My guide plundered.—~We.

1770,

Augaft,
13°th. )
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‘me and my companions of almoft every ufeful ats

- U—~J ticle we had, among which Wwas my gun; and

.1‘*Awmﬁ‘
P
i

- bags may be called truly elegant; being richly ornaménted with beg&s,
- porcupine-quills, morfe-hair, &¢. a work always performed by the we-

nothth&andmg we .were then on the point of
returmng to the Fa&ory, yet as one of my com-
panions’.guns was a little out of order, the lofy
was hkely to be feverely felt ; but it not being
in my power to recover it agam, we were oblig-

- ed to reft contented.

- Nothing can exceed the cool dehberatmn of
thofe villains ; a committee of them entered my
tent*. The ringleader feated himfelf on my left.
hand. They firft begged me to lend them my
fkipertogan + to fill a pipe of tobacco. After

‘fmoking two or three pipes, “they atked me for

feveral articles which I had not, and among others
for 2 pack of cards; but on my anfwering that]
had not any of the articles they mentioned, onefj
of them put his hand on my baggage, and afked §
if it was mine. Before I could anfwer in the af. §
firmative, he and the reft of his companions /fix
in number) had all my treafure fpread on the
ground. ~ One took one thing, and another ano- §
ther, till at laft nothing was left but the empty §
bag, which they permitted me to keep. At §

. ’ length

This only confifted of three walking-ficks ﬁuck into the cround
and a blanket thrown over them. :
1 Skipertogan is a {mall bag that contains a flint and ﬁeel alfo a pipe
and tobacco, as well as touchwood. &c. for making a fire. Some of thefe

men; and they are, with much propriety, greatly efteemed by moft Eo- @
ropeans for the neatnefs of their workmanthip. I
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- -the Faftory, I thould want a knife to cut my vic-
tuals, an awl to mend my fhoes, and a needle to
mend 'my other clothing, they readily gave me

& underfland that T ought to look uponitas a great
§ favour. . Finding them poflefled of fo much ge-
B ncrofity, I ventured to folicit’ them for my ra.
B zors; but thinking that one would be fufficient

® no fcruple to keep the other ; luckily they chofe
® the worl.  To complete their generofity, they
| permitted me to take as much foap as T thought
 would be fufficient to wath and fhave me during
§ the remainder of my journey to the Fadtory. -

B They were more cautious -in plundering the
 Southern Indians, as the relation of fuch outrages
 being committed on them might occafion a war
 between the two nations; but they had nothing

 ver, the Northern Indians had addrefs enough to
 talk my home-guard Indians out of all they had
{o that before we left them, they were as clcan
[ {wept as my(elf, excepting their guns, fome am-
munition, an old hatchet, an ice-chiffel, and a file
ito tharpen them.
% It may probably be thought firange that my
- guide, who was a Northern Indian, fhould per-
«mit his countrymen to commit fuch outrages' on
thofe under his charge; but being a man of lit-
£te note, he was fo far from being able to prote&
E usa

thefe articles, though not without making me

& to fhave me during my paffage home, they made -

f of that kind to dread from the Englith. Howe- .

4y
‘ | lengtb conﬁdermg that though T was gomg to 1 770. |
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1 770. us, that he was obliged to fubmit to nearly the

“Angift.

Toth,

- for the Winter; and. as each grown perfon
" quires the prime parts of from eight to eleven o

‘thern Indians, who were bound to the Faltory
~with furrs and other commodmes in trade. This
_morning the Indian who took my gun, returned

‘ammunition.. The weather for fome time prov.

joined our party, having furrs and other commo g

fame ontrage himifelf. On this, occaﬁon he affum.

_ed a great air of generoﬁty ; but the fac was, he

gave freely what it was not in his power to
prote&

Early in the morning of the nmetecnth, I Gt
out on my return, in company with feveral Nor.

it to me, it being of no ufe to him, havingno

ed fine, and deer were very plentiful; but as the
above ravagers had materially lightened my-load,
by taking every thing from me, except the qus
drant, books, &c. this part of my journey was
the eafieft and moft pleafant of any I had experi§
enced fince my leaving the Fort. In our way we
frequently met with other Indians, fo that fcarc.f
ly a day pafled without our feeing feveral fmoks §
made by other ftrangers. - Many of thofe we mef§

dities for trade. S » :

The deer’s hair being now of a proper length}
for clothing, it was neceffary, according to the§
cuftom, to procure as many of their fkins, whik ;
in feafon, as would make a fuit of warm clothin

thofe {kins (in proportion to their fize) to m
a complete fuit, it muft naturally be fuppofed th
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this addition to my burthen was very confidera-

1 o g0, S
y was yet very béarable; but, after I had carried it

feveral weeks, it proved of mo fervice; for we
had not any women properly belonging to our
. company, confequently had not any perfon to
| drefs them; and fo uncivil were the other Indi-
ans, that they would neither exchange them for
others of an inferior quality already drefled, nor
permit their women to drefs them for us, under
pretence that they were always employed in the
like duty for themfelves and families, which was.
by no means the cafe; for many of them had
fufficient time to have done every little fervice of
 that kind that we could have required of them.
| The truth was, they were too well informed of
my poverty to do any alts of generofity, as th:y
- well knew I had it not then in my power to re.
- ward them for their trouble. I never faw a.fet
- of people that poffefled folittle humanity, or that
could view the difirefles of their fellow-creatures
with fo little feeling and’unconcefr{; for though
they feem to have a great affeéion for their wives
and children, yet they will laugh at and ridicule
the difirefs of every other perfon who is not im-
mediately related to them. . .

This behaviour of the Indians made our fitua-
tion very difagreeable; for as the fall advanced,
we began to feel the cold very feverely for want
of proper clothing, . We fuffered alfo greatly
from the inclemency of the weather, as we ad no

' Eo fenk

"5k

-

1770.

ble. My load, however cumberfome and heavy, ‘===

eplembr. -
14 " N
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tent to thelterus. My guxde was entlrcly exempt.
‘ed from all thofe inconveniences, having procur.
eda'good warm fuit of clothing; and, as one of
his wives had long before joined our party, ‘he

- was provided with a tent, anid every other necef-

I5th,

© 37th,

goth.

fary confiftent with their manner of living but
the old fellow was fo far from interefting himfelf

in our behalf, that he had, for fome time before,
entirely withdrawn from our company; and
though he then continued to carry the greateft
part of our little remains of ammunition, yet he
did not contribaute in the fmalleft degree towards
our fupport. As deer, however, were in great
plenty, I felt little or no inconvenience from his
negle&t in this refpect.

Provifions ftill continued very plentiful; which

was 2 ﬁngular piece of good fortune, and the on-

1y circumftance which at this time could contri-
bute to our happinefs or fafety; for notwithftand-
ing the early feafon of the year, the weather was
remarkab]y bad and feverely cold, at leaft it ap-
peared fo to us, probably from having no kind of
fkin-clothing. In this forlorn ftate we continued |
our courfe to the South Eaft; and, to add to the |
gloominefs of our fituation, moft of the Northern
Indians who had been in our company all the firft
part of the fall, were by this time gone a-head, as
we could not keep up with thPm for. want of
fnow-thoes.
In the evening of the twentieth, we were join-
ed from the Weftward by a famous Leader, call-
' ' ed
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ed Matonabbee, mentloned in my mﬁru&ions 3 1770' .
who, with his followers, or gang, was alfo going :
to Prince of Wales’s Fort, with furrs, and other
articles for trade. . This leader, when a youth; re-
fided feveral years at the above Fort, and was not
only a perfet mafter of the Southern Indian lan-
guage, but by being frequently with the Compa-
ny’s fervants, had acquired feveral words of
‘Englifh, and was one of the men who brought
the lateft accounts of the Coppermine River; and
it was on his information, added to that of one
I.dot-le-ezey, (who is fince dead,) that thls expe- ‘
dition was {ét on foot. :

The courteous behaviour of this ﬁranger ftruck.
me very fenfibly. - As foon as he was acquainted
with our diftrefs, he got fuch fkins as we had with
us drefled for the Soutliern Indians, and furnifh-
ed me with a good warm fuit of otter and other
fkins: but, as it was not in his power to provide .
us with fnow-fhoes, (being then on the barren
ground,) he direéted us to a little river which he

“knew, and where there was a fmall range of
woods, which, though none of the beft, would,
he faid, furnith us with temporary fnow-fhoesand -
{ledges, that might materially affift us during the
remaining part of our journey. We fpent feve-
ral nights in company with this Leader, though
we advanced towards the Fort at the rate of ten
or twelve miles a day ; and as provifions abound-
ed, he made a grand feaft for me in the Southern
Indlan ftile, where there was plenty of good eat-

ing,

Y
Septcmber’
R

Oétober.
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sy70: mg, and the whole concluded with finging and

s dancing, after the Southern Indiah fyle and man.

ner.. Inthis amufement my home-guard Indians
bore no inconfiderable part, as they were both
men. of fome confequence when at home, and

. well known to Matonabbee : but among the other

Northern Indians, to whom they were not knowa,
they were held in no eftimation ; which indeed
is not to be wondered at, when we confider that
the value of a man among thofe people, is always
proportioned to his abilities in hunting ; and as
my.two Indians had not exhibited any great ta.
lents that way, the Northern Indians thewed them
as much refpeét a$ they do in common to thofe of
very moderate talents among themfelves.’
During my converfation with this Leader, he
afked me very ferioufly, If I would attempt ano.
ther journey for the difcovery of the Copper-.

* mines? And on my anfwering in the aflirmative,

provided I could get better guides than I had hi.
therto been furnithed with, hefaid he would rea-
dily engage in that fervice, provided the gover-
nor at the Fort. would employ him. In anfwer
to-this, 1 affured him his offer would be gladly
accepted ; and as I had already experienced every
hardihip that was likely to accompany any future
trial, I wasdetermined to complete the difcovery,

 even at the rifque of life itfelf. Matonabbee af

fured me, that by the accounts received from his
own countrymen, the Southern Indians, and my-
felf, it was very probable I might not experience
Iy
fo
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fo much hardfhip during the whole joyrney, ask: 1779

had already felt, though . {carcely advanced onf.‘ o

third part of the journey.

He attributed all our misfortunes to the mxfcon- .
dué of my guides, and the very plan we purfued,’

by the defire of the Governor, in not taking any
women with us on thisjourney, was, he faid, the
principal thing that occafioned all our wanis:
< for, faid he, when all the men are heavy laden,
¢ they can neither hunt nor travel to any confider-
“ able diftance; and in cafe they meet with fuc-
“ cefs in hunting, who is to carry the produce of

¢ their labour ? Women, added he, were made
“ for labour ;. one of them can carry, or haul, as.

« much as twomen can do. They alfo pitch our
< tents, make and mend our clothing, keep us

“ warm at night; and, in fad, there is no fuch

¢ thing as travelling ariy confiderable diftance or
¢ for any length of time, in this country, without
<their affiftance. * Women, faid he again,
“ though they do every thing, are maintained at
a trifling expence; for. as they always fland
“ cock, the very licking of their fingers in fcarce
¢ times, is fufficient for their fubfiftence.” This,
however odd it may appear, is but too truea de-
feription of the fituation of women in this coun-
try; itis at leaft foin appearance; for the women
.zlways carry the provifions, and it is more than
probable they help themfelves when the men are

not prefent.
Early in the morning of the twenty -third, 1
ftrack

b

«

[3

o
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ﬂ'ruck out of the road'to the Faftward, with my‘

t—'two companions and two or thrée-Northern In.

’ Odtober,

- 25th,

‘1 November
TR {2

dians, while Matonabbee and his crew continued
their courfe to the Fa&tory, promifing to walk fo
flow that we ‘might come up with them again ;-
and in two days we arrived at the place to which
we were dire¢ted.” We went to' work immedi- -
ately in making fnow-fhoe frames and fledges;
but notwithftanding our utmoft endeavours, we
could not complete them in lefs than four days.
On-the firft of November we again proceeded on
our journey toward the Fadtory; and on the
fixth, came up with Matonabbee and his gang:
after which .we proceeded on together feveral
days; when I found my new acquaintance, on all
occafions, the moft fociable, kind, and fenfible In-
dian I'had ever met with, He was a man well
known, and, as an Indian, of univerfal knowledge,'
and generally refpected. '
~ Deer proved pretty plentiful for fome time, but
to my great furprife, when I wanted to give Ma-
tonabbee a little ammunition for his own ufe, I
found that my guide, Conreaquefé, who had it
all under his care, had o embezzled or otherways
expended it, that only ten balls and about three
pounds of powder remained ; {o that long before
we arrived at the Fort we were obliged to cut up
an ice-chiffel into fquare lumps, as a fubftitute for
ball. It is, however, rather dangerous firing
lumps of iron out of fuch flight barrels as are

-brought to this part of the world for trade.

Thefe



i NORTHERN OCEAN. |
B Thefe, though light and handy, and of courfe
& well adapted for the ufe of both Englith and Indi-
= ans'in long journies, and of fufficient firength for

not only be too heavy for the laborious ways of
hunting in this country, but their bores being fo
B much larger,” would require more than double’

he quantity of ammunition that fmall ones do;

Ino inconfiderable importance. |

i I kept company with Matonabbee till the twern-
bticth, at which time the deer began to be fo fearce
Ethat hardly a frefh track-could be feen; and as

=he advifed me to proceed on with all fpeed, while

cordingly, on the twenty-firft, I fet out poft-

i};e and his companions followed at leifure. ~Ac. -
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leaden fhot or ball, are not firong'enough for this

ikind of thot; and firong fowling-pieces would -

hich, to Indians at leaft, muft be an objed of

20th,

swe were then but a few days walk from the Fort,

21it.’

afte, accompanied by one of the home guard-
S(Southern) Tribe, and three Northern Indians.

hat night we lay on the South fide of Egg River;

weéther being fo bad, with a violent gale of wind
ffrom the North Weft, and fuch a drift of fnow,
ithat we could not have a bit of fire: and as no

:
3good woods were near to afford us fhelter, we

=wind was on our backs, and though the weather
‘was bad near the furface we could frequently fee
{ the moon, and fometimes the ftars, to diret usin

Zour courfe. In this fituation we continued walk-
ing

ut, long before day-break the next morning, the .

Zagreed to proceed on our way: efpecially as the
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" 1770.. ing the whole day, and it was not till after ten at
.~ = night that we could find the fmalleft tuft of woods
November. to put up in; for though we well knew we muft
have paffed by feveral hummocks of fhrubby woods
that might have afforded us fome fhelter, yet the
wind blew fo hard, and the fnow drifted {o ex.
ceflively thick, that we could not fee ten yards
before us the whole day. Between feven and
eight in the evening my dog, a valuable brute,
was frozen to death; fo that his fledge, which
was a very heavy onme, I was obliged to haul
Between nine and ten at night we arrived at 2
fmall creek, on which we walked about three
quarters of a mile, when we came to a large tuft
of tall willows, and two or -three fets of old
tent-poles. Being much jaded, we determined
not to proceed any farther that night; fo we
went to work, and made the beft defence againft
the weather that the fituation of the place and
our materials would admit. Qur labour confit
ed oniy in digging 2 hole in the fnow, and fixing
a few deer fkins up to windward of us; but the
mofl difficult tafk was that of making a fire,
When this was once accomplithed, the old tent
poles amply fupplied us with fewel. By the time
we had finithed this bufinefs, the weather began
to moderate, and the drift greatly to abate; fo
that the moon and the 4urora Borealis fhone out
with great fplendor, and there appeared every
{fymptom of the return of fine weather. After
eating a plentiful fupper of venifon, therefore,
of which we had a fufficient flock to Iaftus to
the
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§ the Fort, we Jaid down and got a little fleep.
The next day proving fine and clear, though ex-
§ ccflively fharp, we proceeded on. our journey
¢ carly in the morning, and at night lay on the
South Eaft fide of Seal River. We fhould have
¢ made a much longer day’s journey, had we not
‘been greatly embarrafled at fetting out, by a jum-
ble of rocks, which we could not avoid without
going greatly out of our way. Here I muft ob-
ferve, that we were more.than fortunate in not
attempting to leave thelittle creek where we had
fixed our habitation the preceding night, as the
{fpot where we lay was not more than two or
three miles diftant from this dangerous place ;- in
which, had we fallen in with it in the night, we
muft unavoidably have been bewiidered, if we
had not all perithed ; as notwithftanding the ad-
vantage of a clear day, and having ufed every
pofiible precaution, it was with the utmoft diffi-
culty that we crofled it without broken limbs.
Indeed it would have been next to an impoffibili-
ty to have done it in the night.

- The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth proved fine
clear weather, though exceflively cold; and in the
afternoon of the latter, we arrived at Prince of
| Wales’s Yort, after having been abfent eight
months and twenty-two days, on a fruitlefs, or
at lealt an unfuccefsful journey.
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. Tranfations during our Stay at Prince of Waless
- Fort, and the former part of our third Expe.
~ dition, till our Arrival at Clowey, Where we
built Canoes, in May 17714

Preparations for our departure. —Refufe to take any
the home-guard Indians with me—By fo doing, |
offend the Governor.—Leave the Fort a third tin,
— My infeructions on this expedzz‘zm ~—Provifions if
all kinds wery fearce.—~ drrive at the woods, where
e kill fome deer.— Arrive at Ifland Lake.~—Ma.
tonabbee taken ill.—Some remarks thereon.~—Fuin
the remainder of the Indians® families.— Leave Ifland
Lake.—Defcription  thereof.—Deer  plentiful.— §
Meet a_firange Indian~Alter out courfe from Wil |
North Weft to Weft by South.—Crofs Cathawhach.
aga River, Coffed Lake, Snow-Bird Lake, and Pik
Lake.—~Arrive at a tent of fErangers, who are en-
ployed in fraring deer in a pound.— Defcription f
the pound.— Methed of proceeding.—Remarks there
on.—Proceed on our journey.~—Meet with feverd
parties of Indians ; by one of whom I fent @ lettert
the governor at Prince of Wales's Fort.— Arriv
at Thleweyazayeth.—Employment there.— Proce
t0 the North North Weft and Northi—Arrivea
Clowey.—One of the Indian’s wives taken in labour.
~—Remarks thereon.— Cuftoms obferved by the Nur-
thern Indians on thofe occafions.

ON
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3N my arrival at the Fort, I informed the Go-
O vernor, of Matonabbee’s being fo near. On
® the twenty-eighth of November he arrived. Not-
§ withftanding the many difficulties and hardfhips
§ which 1 had undergone during my two unfuc-
¥ cefsful attempts, I was fo far from being folicited:
# on this occafion to undertake a third excurfion,
| that I willingly offered my fervice; which was
readily accepted, as my abilities and approved
courage, in perfevering under difficulties, were
 thought noways inferior to the tafk.
I then determined to engage Matonabbee to be
 my guide ; to which he readily confented. and
with a freedom of fpeech and correfinefs of lan-
guage not commonly met with among Indians,
not only pointed out the reafons which had oc-
cafioned all our misfortunes in my two former
attempts, but defcribed the plan he intended to
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purfue ; which at the fame time that it was high-

1y fatisfactory to me, did honour to his penetra-
tion and judgment ; as it proved him to bea man
of extenfive obfervation with refpet to times, fea-
fons, and places; and well qualified to explain
every thing that could contribute either to facili-
tate or retard the eafe or progrefs of travelling in
thofe dreary parts of the world.

Having engaged Matonabbee, therefore, as my
guide, I began to make preparations for our de-
parture; but Mr. Norton, the Governor, having
been very fully occupied in treding with a large
bady of Indians, it was the feventh of December

' before

December.
5th,
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1770. before I could obtain from him my d1f'patches.
m It may not be improper to ob{ervc, that he again
wanted to-force fome of the home-duard Indians

(who were his own miatwns*) into our company,

. _ merely

% Mr. Norton was an Indian ; he was born at Prince of Wales’s For,
but had been in England nine years, and confidering the fmall fam which
was expended on his education, had made fome progrefs in literature. At
his return to Hudfon’s Bay he entered into all the abominable vices of his
countrymen. He.kept for his own ufe five or fix of the fineft Indian gitl
which he could fele€ ; and notwith{tanding his own uncommon propeniity
-te the fair fex, took every means in his power to prevent any Europea
from having intercourfe with thé women of the country ; for which pur.
pofe he proceeded to the moft ridiculous length. Fo his own fricads and

_country he was'fo pamal that he fet more valge on, and fhewed more re.
fpedt to one of their favourite dogs, than he ever did to his firft officer. §
Among his miferable- and ignorant cointrymen he pafled fora proficie
in phyfic, and always kept a box of poifon, toadminifter to thofe whore
fofed him. their wives or daughters,

With ail thefe bad gualities, no man took more painsto inculcate virtoe, §
morality, and continence on others; always painting, in the moft odios
colours, the jealous and revengeful difpofition of the Indians, when any at

tempt was made to violate the chafit ty of their wives or daughters. Lec §
tures of this kind from a man of eftablithed virtue might have had fome §
effelt; butwhen they came from one wio was known to live in open def
ance of every law, human and divine, they were always heard with indig
nation, and confidered as the hypocritical cant of a felfifh debauchee, who |
wifhed to eggrofs every woman in the coantry to himfelf.

His apartments were not only convenient but clegant, and alweys §
crowded with favourite Indians: at night he locked the doors, and put the
keys under his pillow; fo that in the morning his dining-room was gent-

« rally, Yor the want of neceffary conveniencies, wotfe than a hog-ftye, 4s
ke advanced in years his jealoufy increafed, and he aénally poifoned twoof
hiswomen becaufe he thought them partial to other objeéts more fuitabie
to their ages. He was a moft notorious fmuggler; but though he put
many thoufands mto the pockets of the Captains, he feldom put a fhilling
into hisown. _

An inflammation in his bowels occafioned his death on the 2gth of De-
cember 17733 and though he died in the moft cxcrxlciuti110pain he retains
ed hs jealoufy to the laft; for a few minutes before he expired, heppen-

ing 1o fee an officer laym;r hold of the hand of one of his women who was

{tanding
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merely with a view that thev mlght engrofs all
the credit of takmg cayre of me during the journey:.
but I had found them of fo little ufe in my two
| former attempts, that I abfolutely refufed them;
¥ and by fo doing, offended Mr. Norton to fuch a
dearee, that ncxther time nor abfence could ever
afterwards eradicate his diflike of me ; fo that at
- my return he ufed every means in h1s power to
“treat me ill, and to render my life unhappy.
" However, to deal with candour on this occafion,
it muft be acknowledged to his honour, that what-
ever our private animofities might have been, he
- did not fuffer them to interfere with public bufi-
nefs ; ‘and [ was fitted out with ammunition, and
“every other article which Matonabbee thought
could be wanted. I was alfo furnifhed, as before,
~ with a fmall affortment of light trading goods, as
- prefents.to the far diftant Indians.
AtlaftI fucceeded in obtaining my mﬁru&mns,
- which were as follows -

“ ORDERS and INSTRUCTIONS for Mr. SAMUEL
“ HeaRNE, going on his third Expedition to the
- % North of Churchill River, in queft of @ North
¥ Weft Paffage, Copper Mines, or any other thing
“ that may be _/Z’rwceable t0 the Briti _/b Nation in

¢ general,

flanding by the fire, he bellowed ont; in as Joud a voice ag his fituation
would admit, “.Ged «d—n youfor a b—h, if Ilive I'll knock out your
brains.” A few minutes after making this elegant apoftrophe, he expired
in the greateft agonies that can poffibly be conceived.

This I declare to be the real character and manner of life of the late Mr,
Mofes Norton,
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< general, or the Hudfon's Bay Comptmy in par.
“ zz:zzlar, in the year 17 7@

¢« Mr. SAMUEL HeArNE,

“SIR, ‘

¢ As you have offered your fervice a third time
* to go in fearch of the Copper Mine River, &
¢ and as Matonabbee, a leading Indian, who ha
“ been at thofe parts, is willing to be your guide,
 we have accordingly engaged him for that fer.
“ vice ;. but having no other inftrument on the §
« fame conftrudtion with the quadrant you had {
¢ the misfortune to break, we have furnithed you |
< with an Elton’s quadrant, being the mott pro. |
< per infirument we can now procure for mak

< ing obfervations on the land.

¢ The above Leader, Matonabbee, and a few of |
< his beft men, which he has felected for that pur- :
< pofe, are to provide for you, affit you inal |
¢ things, and conduct you to the Copper Mine |
« River; where you muft be careful to obferv
« the latitude and longitude, alfo the courfe of
¢ the river, the depth of the water, the fituation |
<« of the Copper Mines, &c. but your firft in-
< ftru&ions, of November fixth, one thoufand fe-
< ven hundred and fisty-nine, being fuificiently
< full, we refer you to every part thereof for |
¢ the better regulation of your conduét during

¢ this journey.
6 Ag
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< As.you and your Indian compamons are ﬁt- 1770.
< ted out with every thing that we think is necef- m
-« fary, (or at leaft as many ufeful articles as the

s nature of travelling in thofe parts will admit
= ““ of,) you are hereby defired to proceed on your
¢ journey as foon as pofiible; and your prefent
“ guide has promifed to take great care of you,
¢ and conduc't you out and home with all conve-
“ nient fpeed. :

I conclude with my be& wifhes for your
¢ health. and happinefs, together with a fuc-
« ce[éful journey and a quick return in fafety.
< Amen. :

i

¢ (Signed) Moses NorToN, Governor.

¢ Dated at Princeof Wales’s Fort, -
¢ 7th December, 1770.”

¢ On the feventh of December I fet out on my .,
L third journey; and the weather, confidering
- the feafon of the year, was for fome days pretty
'mild. One of Matonabbee’s wives being ill, oc-
cafioned us to ‘walk fo flow, that it was the thir-
 teenth before we arrived at Seal River ; 5 at which
 time two men and their wives left us, whofe loads,
whenadded to thofe of the remainder of my crew,
made a very material difference, efpecially as
- Matonabbee’s wife was fo ill as to be obliged to be
hauled on afledge.

Finding deer and all other game very fearce,
and not knowing how long it might be before

| F we
i

i
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we could reach any place where they were in
‘greater plenty, the Indians walked as far each
day as their loads and other circumftances would
conveniently permit. On the fixteenth, we ar.
rived at Egg River, where Matonabbee and the
reft of my crew had laid up fome provifions-and
other neceffaries, when on their journey to the
Fort. On going to the place where they thought
the provifions had been carefully fecured fromall -
kinds of wild beafls, they had the mortification-

to find that fome of their countrymen, with

whom the Governor had firft traded and difpatch.
ed from the Fort, had robbed the ftore of every

article, as well as of fome of theif.moft ufeful
implements. This lofs was more feverely felt,
as there was a total want of every kind of game;
and the Indians, not expe&ing to. meet with fo
great a difappointment, had not ufed that ceco-
nomy in the expenditure of the oatmeal and
other provifions which they had recelved at the

Fort; as they probably would have. ‘done, had

they not relied firmly on finding a fupply at this
place. This difappointment and lofs was borne

~ by the Indians with the greateft fortitude ; and!

did not hear one of them breathe the leaft hint of
revenge in cafe they fhould ever difcover the

. offenders : the only effect it had on them was,

that of making them put the beft foot foremof.
This was thought fo neceflary, that for fome time

we walked every day from mormng till might.
'1hc
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The days; however, being fhott, our fledges

hieavy, afid fomie of thé road véry bad, our pro-.

grefs feldom exceeded fisteen” of exghteen milés
. a day, and fome days we dzd not travel fo
. much.

Oif the eighteentli, as' we were continuing our

courfe to the North Weft, up a fmall creek that
empties itfelf into Egg River, weé faw the tracks
of many deer which' hiad croffd that part a few
days before; at that time there was not a freth
‘track to be feen fome of the: Indlans, however,
who had lately paffed that way, had killed more
than they had occafion for, fo that féveral joints
of good meat wete found in their old tent.
places; which; though only fufficient for one
‘go‘od meal, were very acceptablé, as we had béen
in exceéding firaitenéd- cxrcumﬁances for many
days.
" On the nineteenth, we purfued ouf courfe in
the North Weft quarter; and, aftér leaving the
above-meritioned creek, traverfed nothing buf en-
tire barren ground, with empty bellies, till the
twenty-feventh ; for though e arrived at fome
woods on the twenty-fixth, and faw a few deer,
four of which the Indians killed, they were at
{o great a diftance from the plice on’ which we
lay, that it was the twenty-feventh before the
meat was brought to the tents. Hete the Indians
propofed to continue onie ddy, under pretence of
repairing their fledges and fnow flioes; buf from
- Foa - the
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'good {pirits ; and as we were then acrofs all the

‘with the expecation of {oon meeting with deer

- and other game in greater plenty than we had
‘done fince our departure from the Fort. .

28th. .
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the little attention they paid to thofe repairs, I
was led to think that the want of food was the
cluef thing that detained, ‘them, as they never

ceafed eating the whole day. Indeed for many

days before we had been in great want, and for

the laft three days had not tafted 2 morfe] of any |

thing, except a pipe of tobacco and a drink of

fnow water ; and as we walked daily from mor.
‘ning till mo-ht, and were all heavy laden, our
’ﬁreng‘th_ began to fail. I muft confefs that I ne
ver fpent fo dull a Chriftmas; and when I recol. §
lected the merry feafon which was then pafiing,
-and .refle@ed on the immenfe quantities, and ¥
‘ great variety of delicacies which were then ex.
‘pending in every part of Chriftendom, and that §

with a profufion bordering on wafte, I could not §
refrain from withing myfelf again in Europe, if
it had been only to have had an opportunity of
alieviating the extreme hunger which [ fuffered
with the refufe of the table of any one of my ac
quaintance. My Indians, however, ftill keptin

barren ground, and faw a few frefh tracks o
deer, they began to think that the worft of the
road was over for that winter, and flattered me

Early in the morning of the twenty-eighth, we
again fet out, and direed our courfe to the
Weftward,
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Weftward, through thick fhrubby woods, confift-
ing chiefly of ill-thaped. ftunted pines, with {mall
dwarf junipers, intermixed here and there, par-
ticularly round the margins of ponds and fwamps,
- with dwarf willow bufhes; and among the
* rocksand fides of the hills were alfo fome fmall
poplars. ‘

On the thirtieth, we arrived at the Eaft fide of
Hland Lake, where the Indians killed two large
buck deer; but the rutting feafon was fo lately

over, that their flefh was only eatable by thofe’

who could not procure better food. In the even-
‘ing, Matonabbee was taken very ill; and from
the nature of his complaint, I judged his illnefs
to have proceeded from the enormous quantity
of meat that he had eat on the twenty-feventh,
as he had been indifpofed ever fince that time.
Nothing is more common with thofe Indians,
after they have eat as'much at a fitting as would
ferve fix moderate men, than to find themfelves
out of order ; but not one of them can bear to hear
that it is the effe® of eating too much: in de-
fence of which they fay, that the meaneft of the
animal creation knows when hunger it fatisfied,

and will leave off accordingly. This, however,

is'a falfe affertion, advanced knowingly in fup-
port of an abfurd argument ; for it is well known
by them, as well as all the Southern Ind:ans, that
the black bear, who, for fize and the delicacy of
its fieth, may juftly be called a refpectable ani-
mal, is o far from knowing when its hunger is
: fatisfied,
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fausﬁed that, in the Summer, when the berries
are ripe, it will gorge tofuch a Hegree, that it fre.
quently, and even daily, vomits up great quan.
tities of new-fwallowed fruit, before it has un:
dergone any change in the ftomach, and im.
mediately renews its repaft with as much eager-
nefs as before.. :

Notwuhﬁandmg the Northern Indzans are at
times fo voracious, yet they bear hunger with a
degree of fortitude which, as Mr. Ellis juftly ob.
ferves of the Southern Indians, ¢ is:much eafier
¢ to admire, than to imitate.”> - Thave more than
once feen the Northern Indians, at the end of
three or four days fafting, as merry and jocofe on
the fubjed, as if they had voluntarily impofed it
on themfelves ; ard would afk each other in the
plaineft terms, and in the merrieft mood, If they
had any inclination for an intrigue with a firange
woman ? I muft acknowledge that examples of
this kind were of infinite fervice to me, as they
tended to keep up my fpirits on thofe occafions
with a degree of fortitude that would have been
impoffible for me to have done had the Indians
behaved in a contrary manner, and exprefled
any apprehenfion of ftarving.

* Early in the morning of the thirty-firft, we con-
tinued our journey, and walked about fourteen
miles to the Weftward on IHland Lake, where we

_ fixed our refidence; but Matonabbee was at this

fledge the whole day.- ‘Ihe next morning, how-

time -fo ill as to be obliged to be- hauled on 2

ever,
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ever, he fo far recovered as to be capable of walk-- 1771,

ing; when we proceeded on to the Weft and o~y

‘Weft by North, about fixteen miles farther on the J proad

fame Lake, till we arrived at two tents, which
contained the remainder of the wives and families
of my guides, who had been waiting there for
the return of their hufbands from: the Fort. Here
we found only two men, though there were up-
ward of twenty women and children; and as
thofe two men had no gun or ammunition, they
had no other method of fupporting themfelves
and the women, but by catching fith, and fnaring
a few rabbits: the latter were fcarce, but the for-
mer were eafily caught in confiderable numbers
either with nets or hooks. The fpecies-of fith
generally. caught in the nets are tittemeg, pike,
and barble; and the oply forts caught with
hooks are trout, pike, burbut, and a fmall fith,
"egroneoutly called by the Englith tench : the Sou-
thern Indians called it the toothed tittemeg, and
the Northern Indians call it faint eah. They are
delicate eating ; being nearly as firm as a perch,
and generdlly very fat. They feldom exceed a
foot in length, and in fhape much refemble a
gurnard, except that of having a very long broad
fin on the back, like 2 perch, but this fin is not
armed with fimilar fpikes. The fcales are large,
and of a footy brown. They are generally moft
efteemed when broiled or roafted with the fcales

on, of courfe the fkin is not eaten.

As the Captain [Matonabbee] and one man
werg.



72 A JOURNEY TO THE

' '177 1. were indifpofed, we did not move on the fecond
“—~~ of January; but early in the_morning of the
Jdn;;.r'y “third fet out, and walked about feven miles to -

the North Weftward, five of which were on the
above mentioned Lake; when the Indians hav.
ing killed two deer, we put up for the night.
Ifland Lake (near the center) is in latitude 6o°
45" North, and 1027 25 Weft longitude, from
London; and is, at the part we crofled, about
thirty-five miles wide: but from the North Eaft g
to the South Weft it is much larger, and entire- §
ly full of iflands, {fo near to each other as to
-make the whole Lake refemble a jumble of fer:
pentine rivers and creeks ; and it is celebrated by
by the natives as abounding with great plenty of
fine fith during the beginning of the Winter,
‘At different parts of this Lake moft part of the
wives and families of thofe Northern Indians who
vifit Prince of Wales’s Fort in O&ober and Np.
vember generally refide, and wait for their re-
turn ; as there is little fear of their being in want
of provifions, even without the afliftance of a
gun and ammunition, which is a point of real
confequence to them. The Lake is plentifully
fupplied with water from feveral {mall rivulets
and creeks which run into it at the South Weft
end ; and it empties itfelf . by means of other
fmall rivers which run to the North Eaft, the
principal of which is Nemace-a-feepee-a-fith, or
Little Fith River. Many of the iflands, as well
as the main land round - this Lake, abound with
' dwarf
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warf woods, chiefly pines; but in fome parts
ntermixed with larch and fmall birch trees.
 The land, like all the reft which lies to the North °
§of Seal River, is hilly, and full of rocks; and
E though none of the hills are high, yet as few of
$ the woods grow on their fummits, they in general
Lthew their fnowy heads far above the woods
Swhich grow in the vallies, or thofe which are
Hcattered about their fides. ,

| After leaving Hland Lake, we continued our
¥old courfe betwsen the Weft and North Weft,
nd travelled at the eafy rate of eight or nine miles
82 day. Provifions of all kinds were fcarce till
ithe fixteenth, when the Indians killed twelve
fdecr, This induced us to. put up, though early
lin the day; and finding great plenty of deer in
fthe neighbourhood of our little encampment, it
was agreed by all parties to remain a few days,
fin order to dry and pound {fome meat to make it
tlighter for carriage. _

* Having, by the twenty-‘econd, provided a fuf-
fficient ﬁock of provifion, properly prepared, to
carry with us, and repaired our fledges and fnow-

ftranger, an Indian, who had one of Matonabbee’s
wives under his care. He did not remain in our
.company above an hour, as he only fmoked part
of a few pipes with his. friends; and returned
to his tent, which could not be far diftant from
the place where we lay that night, as the woman

and
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thoes, we again purfued our courfe in the North B
Weft quarter; and in the afternoon fpoke with a
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" 197;. and hertwo children joined us next morning,

‘—~ before we had taken down our tent and made

=5 ready for moving., Thofe people were the firt

ftrangers whom we had met fince we left the

Fort, though we had travelled feveral hundred

miles; which is a proof that this part of the coun.

try is but thinly inhabited. It isa truth wel

known to the natives, and doubtlefs founded oy

experience, that there are many very extenfive

tradts of land in thofe parts, which are incapabl

of affording fupport to any number of the huma

race even during the fhort time they are paffingf

through them, in the capacity of emigrants, fron g

one place to the other; much lefs are they cap §

ble of affording a conftant fupport to thofe whf

might with to make them their fixed refidenc ||

at any feafon of the year. It is true, that few

rivers or lakes in thofe parts are entirely deftitute

of fith ; but the uncertainty of meeting witha

fufficient fupply for any confiderable time togs

ther, makes the natives very cautious how they

put their whole dependance on that article, asil

" has too frequently been the means of many hux
dreds, being ftarved to death.

23d. By the twenty-third, deer were fo plentifu

that the Indians feemed to think that, unlefsthe

feafon, contrary to expectation and general ex

perience, fhould prove unfavourable, there would

be no fear of our being in want of provifions

during the reft of the Winter, as deer had &

ways
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ways been known to be in great plenty in the di- Pt
ection which they intended to walk. G
On the third of February, we continued our = .
£ courfe: to the Weft by North and Weft North

t Welt, and were fo near the edge of the woods,

£ that the barren grouand was in fight to the North-

f ward. As the woods trended away to the Weft,

t we were obliged to alter our courfe to Weft by

¥ South, for the fake of keeping among them, as
twell as the deer. In the courfe of this day’s
 walk we-faw feveral firangers, fome of whom
fremaincd in our company, while others went on

| their refpective ways. -

| On the fixth, we croffed the main branch of  6th.
| Cathawhachaga River; which, at that part, is
fabout three quarters of a mile bread; and after
fwalking three miles farther, came to the fide of

1 Cofled Whoie, or Partridge, Lake; but the day
being far fpent, and the weather exceflively cold,

twe put up for the mght.

i Farly in the morning of the feventh, the wea- yth,
fther being ferene and clear, we fet out, and .
gcrofled the above mentioned Lake; which at
Bthat part is about fourteen miles wide ; but from -
tthe South South Weft to North North Eaft is
fmuch larger. It is impoflible to defcribe the in-
ftenfenefs of the cold which we experienced this
fday; and the difpatch we made in crofling

Fthe lake is almoft incredible, as it was performed

the greateft part of my crew in lefs than two
ghours; though fome of the women, who were

: heavy

Febmary., :



»6 ' A JOURNEY TO THE,

L. ~heavy laden, took a much longer time. = Several
—~— of the Indians were much frozen, but none of
FPRAY- them more difagreeably fo than one of Matonab.
bee’s wives, whofe thighs and buttocks were in
a manner incrufted with froft; and when thaw.
€d, feveral blifters arofe, nearly as large as fheeps’
‘bladders. The pain the poor woman fuffered on
this occafion was greatly aggravated by the laugh.
ter and jeering of her companions, who faid
‘that fhe was rightly ferved for belting her clothes
~fo high. I'muft acknowledge that 1 was not in
the number of thofe who pitied her, as I thought
{he took'too much pains to thew a clean heel and
good leg; her garters being always in fight,
which, though by no means confidered here a
bordéring on indecency, is by far too airy to
withftand the rigorous cold of a fevere winter in
a high Northern latitude.. I doubt not that the
laughter of her compamons was excited by fimilar .
ideas.

‘When we got on the Weft fide of Partridge
Lake we continued our courfe for many days to-
ward the Weft by South and Weft South Wef};
when deer were fo plentiful, and the Indians
killed fuch valt numbers, that notwithftanding
we frequently remained three, four, or five days
in a place, to eat up the fpoils of our hunting,
yet at our departure we frequently left great
‘quantities of good meat behind us, which we
eould neither eat nor carry with us. This con-
duét is the more excufable among people whole

wandering
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wandering manner of life and contraded. ideas
make every thing appear to them as the'effe of
mere chance. The great uncertainty of their
ever vifiting this or that part a fecond time, in-
duces them to think there is nothing either wrong
or improvident in living on the bePc the country
will afford, as they are paffing through it from
place to place; and they feem willing that thofe
who come after them fhould take their chance, as
they have done.

On the twenty-firft, we croffed The-whole-ky-
ed Whoie, or Snowbird Lake, which at that part
was about twelve or thirteen miles wide, though
from North to South it is much larger. - As deer
.were as plentiful as before, we expended much
time in killing and eating them. This Mato-
‘nabbee affured me was the beft way we could em-
ploy ourfelves, as the feafon would by no means
permit us to proceed in a dire& line for the Cop-
‘per-mine River; but when the Spring advanced,
-and the deer began to draw out to the barren
ground, he would then, he faid, proceed in
fuch a manner as to leave no room to doubt
of our arrival at the Copper mine vaer in pro-
per time.

On the fecond of March, we lay by the fide of
Whooldyah’d Whoie or Pike Lake, and not far
from Doo-baunt Whoie River. On the next
.day we again began to crofs- the above mentioned
Lake, but after walking feven miles on it to the
Weft South Weft, we arrived at a large tent of

Northern
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1771, Northern Indiznis, who had bee living there froim
L——J the beginning of the Wintet, and had founda

Mar

plentiful fubfiltence by catching deer id 2 pound,
This kind of employment’is performed in the fol.
lowing manner :

When the Indians defiga to lmpound deex‘
they look out for one of the paths in which 2
number of them have trod, and which is obfery.
ed to be ftill frequented by them. When thefe
paths crofs a lake, a wide river, ora barren plaig,
they are found to be much the’ beft for the pur.
pofe; and if the path run through a clufter of
woods, capable of affording materials for building

the'pound, it adds confiderably to the commodi.

oufnefs of the fituation. The pound is built by
making a ftrong fence with bruthy treés, without
obferving any dégree of regularity, and the work
is continued to ahy extent, accbrding to the plei.

furé of the builders. I hove feen fomie that were

not lefs than a mile réund, and am informed that

there aré others fiill more extenfive. The door, or

entrance of the pound, is not larger than a com-
""" gite, and the infide is fo crowded with {mall
counter-hédges as very much to refemble a maze;
in every opening of which they fet a fnare, made

- with thongs of parchment deer-fkins well twifted

together, which are amazingly firong. Oneend
of the fnare is ufually made faft to a growing pole;
but if no one of a fufficient fize can be found nei
the place where the fnare is fet, a loofe pole is fub-
ftituted in its room, which is always of fach fize

and
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and length that a deer cannot drag it far before P
it gets entangled among the other woods, which (e
are all left flanding except what is found necefla. Mareh-
ry for making the fence, hedges, &c. -

The pound being thus prepared, a row of fmall
bruthwood is ftuck up in the fnow on each fide
the door or entrance; and thefe hedge-rows are
¢ continued along the open part of the lake; river,

L or plain, where neither ftick nor ftump befides is
to be feen, which makes them the more diftinctly
obferved. Thefe poles, or bruth-wood, are gene-
rally placed at the diftance of fifteen or twenty
yards from each other, and ranged in fuch a man-
ner as to form two fides of a long acute angle, )

 growing gradually wider in proportion to the di-
flance they extend from the entrance of the
pound, which fometimes is not lefs than two or
three miles; while thedeer’s path is exa@ly along
the middle, between the two rows of bruth-wood.

Indians employed on this fervice always pitch
their tent on or near to an eminence that affords

- a commanding profpe@t of the' path leading to

- the pound ; and when they fee any deer going -

- that way, men, women, and children walk along

~ the lake or river-fide under cover of the woceds,

 till they get behind them, then ftep forth to open

- view, and proceed towards the pound in the form

of a crefcent. The poor timorous deer finding

themfelves purfued, and at the fame time taking
the two rows of brufhy polés to be two ranks of
people ftationed to prevent their pafling on either

' -~ fide,

i
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| 1771. fide, run firaight forward in the path till they get

into the pound. - The Indians then clofe in, and
block up the entrance with fome brufhy trees,

‘that have been cut down and lie at hard for that

purpofe.: The deer being thus enclofed, the wo.
men and children walk round the pound, to pre.
vent' them from breaking or jumping over the
fence, while the men are employed fpearing fuch
as are entangled in the fnares; and thooting with
bows and arrows thofe which remain loofe in the
pound. S

. This method of huntmg, if it deferves the
name, is fometimes fo fuccefsful, that many fa-

-milies fubfift by it without having occafion to

move their tents above once or twice during the
courfe of a whole winter ; and when the Spring
advances, both the deer and Indians draw out to
the Eaftward, on the ground which is entirely
barren, or at leaft what is fo'called in thofe parts,
as it neither produces trees or fhrubs of any kind,
fo that mofs and ‘fome little grafs is all the her-
bage which-is. to be found on it Such an ealy
way of procuring a comfortable maintenance in
the Winter months, (which is by far the worft
time of the year,) is wonderfully well adaptedto
the fupport of the aged and infirm, but is tooapt
to occafion an habitual indolence in the young and
alltive, who frequently {pend a whole Winter in
this indolent manner : and as thofe parts of the
country are almoft deftitute of every animal of

the furr kmd, it cannot be fuppofed that thofe
who
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who mdulge themf{elves in this mdolent method ypnp,.
of procuring food can be mafters of any thing vl

for trade; whereas thofe who do not get their live-
lihood at fo eafy a rate, generally procure furrs
enough during the Winter to purchafe a fuffici-
ent {fupply of ammunition, and other European
goods, to laft them another year. This is nearly
the language of the more induftrious among
them, who, of courfe, are of moft i 1mportance and

- walue to the Hudfon’s Bay Company, as it is from -

them the furrs are procured which compofe the
v greate& part of Churchill trade.. But in my opi-
pion, there cannot exift a ftrongcr “proof that

| mankind was not creatéd to enjoy “happinefs in.

this world, than the conduét of the miferable be-
ings who inhabit this wretched part of it; as none
but the aged and infirm, the women and children,
a few of the more indolent and unambitious part
- of them, wiil fubmit to remain in the parts where

' food and clothing are procured in this eafy man-
- mer, becaufe no animals are produced there whofe

furrs are valuable. And what do the more in-
duftrious gain by giving themfelves all this addi-

tional trouble? The real wants of thefe people_

are few, and eafily fupplied; a hatchet, an ice-

chiffel, a file, and a knife, are all that is requlrc_di

to enable them, with a little indufiry, to procure

a comfortable livelihood ; and thofe who endea-
vour to poflefs more, are always the moft unhap-
PYs and may, in fa&, be faid to be only flaves and

‘carriers to the reft,  whofe ambition never leads

G " them .

March
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771, them to any thing beyond the means of procurmg
v~ food and clothing, It is true, the carriers pride
| Mareh themfelves much on the refpedt ‘which is thewn

to them at the Faftory ; to obtain which they fre.
quently run great rifques of being ftarved to death
in their way thither and back; and all that they
can poflibly get there for the furrs they procute
after a year’s toil, feldom amounts to more thanis
fufficient to yield a bare fubfiftence, and a few
furrs for the enfuing year’s market; while thofe
whom . they call indolent and mean-fpirited live ge
- merally ina flate of plenty, without trouble or
nfque, and confequently mufl be the moft happy, |
and, in truth, the moft independent alfo. It muft
be allowed that they are by far the greateft phi.
lofophers, as they never give themfelves the trou.
ble to acquire what they can do well enough with-
out. The deer they kill, furnifhzs them with
food, and a variety of warm and comfortable
\clothincr either with or without the hair, accord:
~ ingas the feafons require ; and it muft be very
bard mdeed if they cannot get furrs enoughin the
courfe of two or three years, to purchafe a hatch |
et, and {uch other edge-tools as are neceflary for
their purpofe. Indeed thofe who take no. con
cern at all about procuring furrs, bave generally
an opportunity of providing themfelves with al
their real wants from their more induftrious
countrymen, in exchangc for provifions, and rea- £
dy-drefed fkins for c]othmg
It is undoubtedly the duty of every one of the §
Com- £
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Company’s fervants to encourage a fpirit of indu- 1771,
B {iry among the natives, and to ufe every means in m-ﬁ
® their power to induce them to procure furrs and
B other commodities for trade, by affuring them of
B 2readv purchafe and good payment for every
® thing they bring to the fadtory : and I can truly
E Gy, that this hasever been the grand object of my
¥ attention. But I muft at the fame time confefs,
§ that fuch condué is by no means for the real be-
§ nefit of the poor Indians; it being well known
that thofe who have the leaft intercourfe with the
- Falories, are by far the happieft.  As their whole
| 2im is to procure a comfortable fubfiftence, they
 take the moft prudent methods to accomplith it;
and by always following the lead of the deer, are
feldom - expofed to the griping hand of famine,
fo frequently felt by thofe who are called the an.
~nual traders. It is true, that there are few of the
Indians, whofe manner of life I have juft defcrib-
ed, but have once in their lives at leaft vifited
Prince of Wales’s Fort ; and the hardthips and
- dangers which moft of them experienced on thofe
- occafions, have left fuch a lafting impreffion on
 their minds, that nothing can induce them to re-
_peat their vifits: noris it, in fa@; the intereft of
the company that people of this eafy turn, and
who require only as much iren-work at a time as
can be purchafed with three or four beaver fkins,
and that only once in two or three years, fhould
be invited to the Faétories; becaufe what they beg
and fteal while there, is ‘worth, in the way of
‘ G 2 : trade

i
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1771. trade, three times the quantity of furrs whick

_ ,m‘ they bring. For this reafon, it is much more for

" the intereft of the Company that the annual tra-

~ ders fhould buy up all’ thofe fmall quantities of
furrs, and bring them in their own name, than
that a parcel of beggars fhould be encouraged to
come to the Factory with fcarcely as many furrs
as will pay for the victuals they eat while’ they arg
on-the plantation, _

‘Ihave often heardit obferved, that the Indlans
who attend the deer-pounds might, in the courfe
of a winter, collect a vaft number of pelts, which
would well deferve the attention of thofe who are
called carriers or traders; but it is a truth,
though unknown to thofe fpectlators, that the
deer fkins at that feafon are not only as thin asa
bladder, but are alfo full of warbles, which ren-
der them of littleor no value. Indeed, were they
a more marketable commodity than they really

are, the remote fituation of thofe pounds from the
Company’s Factories, muft for ever be an unfur-
mountable barrier to the Indians bringing any of
thofe fkins to trade. The fame obfervation may
be made of all the other Northern Indians, whofe
chief fupport, the whole year round, is venifon; -
but the want of heavy draught in Winter, and
water-carriage in fummer, will not permit them
“to bring many deer fkins to market, not even
thofe that are in feafon, and for which there has

always been great encouragement given. .

‘We fiopped only one nlght in company with the
Indians
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Indians whom we met on Pike Lake, and in the - 1771,
morning of the fourth, proceeded to crofs the ré- W
mainder of that Lake; but, thdugh the weather 4t
‘was fine; and thomgh the ‘Lake wis not moie '
than twenty-feven milés broad at the place where
‘we croffed it, yet thé Indians loft fo much time it
play, that it was the feventh befote we arrived on 7.
‘the Weft fide of it. During the whole time we
were crofling it, each night we found either points
of land, or iflands, to put up in. On the eighth, = .
we lay-a little to thé Eaft North Eaft of Black
Bear Hill, where the Indians killed twodeer, which
were the firft we had feen for ten days; bit hav.
ing plenty of dried meat. and fat with s, We were
by no means in want during any part of that
time. On the ninth, we proceeded on our courfe. g,
to the Weftward, and foon met with as great
plenty of deer as we had feen during any part of
our journey ; which, no doubt; made things go
" on fmooth and eafy : and as the Spring advanced,
the rigour of the winter naturally abated, fo that
at times we had fine pleafant weather over-head, -
though it was never fo warm as to occafion any
thaw, unlefs in fuch places as lay expofed to the
mid-day {un, and were fheltered from all the cold
winds. :
On the nineteenth, as we wére continuing our  zyth,
courfe to the Weft and Weft by South, we faw
the tracks of feveral firangers; and on following
the main path, we arrived that night at Evetents
of Northern Indians, who had reﬁded there great
part
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177 1. part of the Winter, faring deer in the fame man-
i S~ per as thofe before mentloned Indeed it fhould

March,

26th. .

23d.

" 26th,

feem that this, as well as fome other places, had
been frequented more than once on this occafion;
for the wood that had been cut down for fewel,
and other ufes, was, almoft incredible. Before
morning, the weather became fo'bad, and the
fiorm continued to rage with fuch violence, that
we did not move for feveral days; and as fome
of the Indians we met with at this place were go-
ing to Prince of Wales’s Fort in the Summer, I
embraced the opportunity of fending by them a
Letter to the Chief at that Fort, agreeably to the
tenor .of my inftrutions. By fumming up my
courfes and diftances from my laft obfervation,
for the weather at that time would not permit’
me to obferve, Ijudged myfelf to be in latitude

° 20" North, and about 19° 60’ of longitude to
the Weft of Churchill River. This, and {ome
‘accounts of the ufage Ireceived from the natives,
with my opinion of the future fuccefs of the
journey, formed the contents of my Letter.

On the twenty-third, the weather became fine
and moderate, fo we once more purfued our way,
and the next day, as well as on the twenty-fixth,
faw feveral more tents of Northern Indians, who
were employed in the fame manner as thofe we
had formerly met; but fome of them having had
bad fuccefs, and being relations or acquaintances
rof part of my crew, joined our company, and
proceeded with us to the Weftward., Though

the
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the deer did not then keep regular paths, fo a§to 1771,
enable the Indians to catch them in pounds, yet W

they were to be met with i in great abundance in .
feattered herds ; fo that my companions killed as
many as they pleafed with their gins.

We fiill continued our courfe to the Welt and
Weft by South, and on the eighth of April, ai-
rived at 4 fmall Lake, called Thelewey-aza-yeth;
but with what propriety it is fo called I cannot
difcover, for the meaning of Thelewey-aza.yeth is
Little Fifh Hill: probably fo cailed from a high
hill which ftands on a long point near thé Weft
énd of the lake. On an ifland in this Lake we
pitched our tents, and the Indians finding deer
very nuinerous, determined to. flay here fome
time, in order to dry and pound meat to take
with us; for they well knew, by the feafon of the
year, that the deer were then drawing out to the
barren ground, and.as the Indians propofed to
walk due North on our leaving the Lake, it was
uncertain when we fhould again meet with any
more. As feveral Indians had during the Win-
ter joined our party, our nurhber had now in:
- creafed to feven tents, which in the Whole con-
tained not lefs than feventy perforrs

Agreeably to the Indians’ propofals we remain-
ed at Thelewey-aza-yeth ten days; during which
time my companions were bufily employed (at
their intervals from hunting) in preparing fmall
ftaves of birch-wood, about one and a quarter
inch fquare, and feven or eight feet.long. Thefe

' ferve

April.
‘8th.
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. yppt. derve as tent-poles all the fummer, whlle on the

g
April.

18th,

"barren. ground; and as the fall advances, are
converted into fnow- fhoe frames for. Winter ufe,
Birchrind, together with timbers and other wood-
work for building canoes, were alfo another ob.
_IC& of the Indian’s attention while at this place;
but as the canoes were not to be fet up till our
arrival at Clowey, (which was many miles diftant,)

all the wood-work was reduced to its proper fize,
for thc fake of making it light for carriage.

_ Asto myfelf I had little to do, except to make
a few obfervations for determining the latltude_,
bringing up my journal, and filling up my chart
to the prefent time. I found the latitude of this

place 61° 30' North, and its longitude, by my ac-

count, 1¢° Wetft of Prince of Wales’s Fort.

~ Having a good ftock of dried provifions, and
‘mo{’: of the neceffary work for canoes all ready,
on the eighteenth we moved about nine or ten
,lmles to the North North Wett, and then came
toa tent of Northern Indians who were tenting

on the North fide of Thelewey-aza River. From

thefe Indians Matonabbee purchafed another wife;
fo that he had now no lefs than feven, moft of
whom would for fize have made good grena-
diers. He prided himfelf much in the height
and firength of his wives, and would frequently
fay, few women would carry or haul heavier loads;
and though they had, in general, a very mafcu-
line appeal ance, yet he preferred them to thofe of
2 more ' delicate form and moderate fature. ‘
In
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In 2 country like this, where a partner in exceﬁive ’177 o

89

hard labour is the chief motive for the umon and ‘“—~

£ the fofter endearments of 2 conjugal life are only
B confidered as a fecondary obje& there feems to
£ be great propriety in fuch a choice ; but if all the
E men were of this way of thmmng, what would
| become of the greater part of the women, who in
§ general are but of low flature, and many of them

B of a moft.delicate make, though not of the ex-

B acteft proportion, or-moft beautiful mould? Take
} them in a body, the women are as deftitute of
| real beauty asany nation [ ever faw, though there
| are fome few of them, when young, who are to-
| lerable; but the care of a family, added to their
conftant hard labour, foon make the moft beau-
tiful among them Iook ‘old and, wrinkled, even
before they are thn‘ty ; and. feveral of the more
- ordinary ones at that age are perfect antidotes to
 love and gallantry.  This, however, does not ren-
- der them lefs dear and valuable to their owners,
which is a lucky circumftance for thofe women,
and a certain proof that there is no fuch thing
as any rule or ftandard for beauty. Afk a Nor-
' thern Indian, what is beauty ? he will anfwer, a
- broad flat face, fmall eyes, high cheek-bones, three
- or four broad black lines a-crofs each cheek, a low
forehead, a Jarge broad chin, a clumfy hook-nofe,
a tawny hide, and breafts hanvmg; down to the

- Apil,

belt.. Thofe beauties are greatly helghtened or

at leaft rendered more valuable, when the poflef-
for is capable of drefing all kinds of fkins, con-
' verting
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177, véruﬁg- them inte the- dlﬂ"e-réﬁt “patts of their
] clothitig, 4nd able to carry ei ht or ten * ftoneii

‘Api

- Sutimief, o haula much greater weight in Wi

ter. Thefé,” and othér fimilar accomph{hments,
are 4l that are fought afte‘r or’ cxpc&éd of 4

| Northern Tidian wottian. As to their tethpet, it

isof Titee confequence for the men havea Wot.

derful Facility §n making t‘he mioft ftabbori ¢oti-

ply with s ‘tiach alactity as ‘could poflibly be ek

- pe&éd from thole of the mildeft and mok oblig:

ing turn of mind; o thit the only real differencs

1s, theon¢ obeys through fear, 2nd the other cotn:
. plies c’heerfully from a w1limg ind; both Kiiow.
. 1hg that what is commiinded muft bé done. They
ire, in fa&, all kept ata great dlﬁance, and the

rank they hold in the opinion of thé men cannot

be better ex’preffed of expiamed than by obfers.
4 mg the niethod of treating oF :(érvmg thein it
 fwveals, which would : appeéar very humxhatmg, t
ah Eumpean woman, though cuftom inakes it it

light on thofe whoft dot it is to bear it. It isfic.
ceflary to oi)ferve, that Wwhen the men kill 4dj
atge bealt, the - woinen afe alwaya fent to bring it
to the tént: when it is Brought there, every ope

ration it ﬁndergoes, fach as fph‘ttmg, drying,

poundmg, &e. 18 performed by the women.
When 4y thing is to be prepared for eating, itis

the wormén Who cook it ; and when it is done, ‘

- the wives and daughters o'f the greateflt Captama
: .-

* The ftone here meant is fourteen pounds.
o
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® in the countiy are never ferved, tillall the maies,
B cven thofe who afe in the capacity of fervants,

® have eaten what they think proper ; -and in times
® of farcity it is frequently their lot to be left with-
out a fingle morfel. It is, however, natural to

8 dence, as capital embezzlements of provifions in

B quence, and fréquently fubject them to a very
B fcvere béating:  If they are practifed by 2 woman
§ whofe youth and inattention to domeftic concerns
B cannot plead in her favour, they will for ever be

¢ have her for.a wife.

§  Finding plenty of good bn’ch growmg by the
B fide of Theley-aza Rivér, we remained thérefora
§ few days, in order to complete all the wood-work

i which we could poflibly want it on "the barren
ground, during our Summer” s cruife. On the
twentieth, Matonabbee fent one of his brothers,
and fome others, ahead, with birch.rind and
- wood-work for a canoe; ah‘d gave them orders to
proceed to a {mall Lake near the barren ground

alt pofible hafte in building the caride, that it
might be ready on our arrival.

- Having finithed fuch wood-work as the Indians

- thought would be’ neceffary, and having aug-

- mented our flock of dried meat and fat; the

: twenty-

s

B think they-take the liberty of helping themfelves
B in fecret; but tiis muft be done with great pru.

g for the canoes, as well as for 'eveljr other ufe for

called Clowey, where they were defired to make -

3771

‘Apx;il._ P

B fuch times are looked on as affairs of real confé.

| 2blot in her charadter, and few men wxli chufe to

zoth.

L
[N
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RTLEE twenty-ﬁrﬁ ‘was appointed for. movmg ; but ong
-\~ of the women having been taken’ ‘in labour, and

April,

‘it being rather “an extraorchnary “cafe, we were
-detained 'more ‘than two days.. The inftant,
rhowever, the poor wothan was dehvered which
was not until the had foffered all the pains ufually
Afelton thofe occafions for; near fifty-two’ ‘hours; the
~ﬁgnal was made for moving when the poor ‘crea-
- _ture-took her infant on her back and fet out with’
the reft of the company;-and though another

perfon had the humanity to haul her fledge for-

‘her, - (for one day only,) the was obliged to car.
“ry-a confidérable load befide her little charge,and.

was frequently obliged to wade knee-deepin water
and wet fnow. Her very looks, exclufive of he
moans, were a fufficient proof of the great pan
1he endured, infomuch’. that although fhe was:
perfon L greatly difliked, her diftrefs at this tine
fo overcame my prcjudlce, that I never felt mor

for any of her fex in my life; indeed her figh

pierced me to the foul, and rendered me very mi
ferable, as it was not in iny power to relieve her.

‘When a Northern Indian ‘woman is taken in ki
bour, a fmzll tent is erected for her, at fuch a dif
tance from the other tents that her cries cannat
eafily be heard, and- the other women and YOung

~ girls are her conftant vifitants : -no male, excet’

children in arms, ever offers to.approach b>r. I
is. a circumftance-perhaps to be lamented, that

.thefe people never attempt to affift each other on|

thofe occafions, even in the moft critical cafes.
This
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This is in fome meafure owmg to delxcacy, but. ,771
§ more probably to an ‘opinion they entertain that vw
¥ nature is abundantly fufficient to perform every ' Apil
thing requ1red w1thout any: ¢ external help What-,:
§ cver. When T'informed them of the affiftance
"A" which European women derive. from the fkill and
? attention of our midwives, they treated it w1th‘,
S the utmoft contempt ; ironically’ obfervmg, “that
« the many hump-backs, bandy-legs, and other
K deformities, fo frequent among -the Englifh,
“ were undoubtedly owing to the great fkill of
f  the perfons who affifted in bringing them into "
f « the world, and to the extraordmary care of
“ thelr purfes afterward.” : )
A Northern Indian womian after child. bn'th is
reckoned unclean for a month or ﬁve Wweeks; ;7
£ during which time the always’ remains’in a fmall
& tent placed at a little diftance from the others,
- with only a female acquaintance or two; and dur-
 ing the whole time the fatker never fees the child.
Their reafon for this practice is, that children
when firft bora are fometimes not very fightly,
having in general large heads, and but little hair,
-and are, moreover, often dlfcoloured by the force
of the labour; {o that were the father to fee them
to fuch great dxfadvantage, he might probably
take a'diflike to them, which never afterward
could be removed.
~ The names of the children are always given to
- them by the pareats, or fome perfon near of kin,
Thofe of the boy.; are various, and generally de-
rived
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names of the glrls are chiefly taken from fome

. 'part or property ¢ of a Martm fuc'lras, the White

‘ Martm, the Blz ck Martm, :the,Summer Martm,

o, esd

thc Martin s Head the Maru’ ’s Fau
tm s Heart, the Martin’s Tail, &e.* -

On the twenty-thzrd as] hmted above, we be-"
gan to move forward and to {hape our courfe
nearly North but the Weathcr was in general
fo hot; and fo much fnow had, in confequence,

| . been melted, as made it bad walkmg in fnow-

3d.

ihoes,, and fuch exccedmg heavy hza.uhngz that it
weas the third of’ May before we . could. arrlve at
CIowey, though the dlﬂa,nce was not above elgh
ty-ﬁve miles from Thelewey-aza-yeth In our
way we croﬁ'ed part of two {mall Lakes, calIed

. Tlttameg Iake and’ Scartack Lake nmther of

which, are of any note2 though both abound thh

" fine ﬁih

#* Matopg.bbec‘ had eigbt Wivoﬁ, and thé,y “were all cahed Maxtgns.

 CHAPR.



Tranfa&mns at’ Clowey, and on our: Journey, tzll : :
s our ‘Arrival at the Copper mine R1ver

Sefveral ﬁrange Indzam Join_us. -—Indzans employed v
bz;zld~zzg canoes:;. de fcrtpmm and ufe .of them— -
More Indians join ts, to the amount of fome hundreids,

- ==Eeavé. Clowey.— Receive intelligence that Keel: o

- fbies awas near us.—=Two.young men ds ifpasched for: -
. my letiers “and goods. —drrive at. Pefbew Eake 3
" erafs part of it, and make & lorge fmk O of

- Matonabbes’s wives  elopes.—==Some remazks on the - -

" natives. —-Kee]j}sm Jains us, and delivers my ketters,
- but the goods were all expended.—4 Nartbem y 7
dian. wgﬂses to take one of Matonabbee’s wives from
-him ; matters. compromifed, but bad kike 10 bave
proved fatal to. my progrefs.—Crofs Pefbews Eake,
- awben Emake proper. arrangements for. the remainden
 of my journey.—Many Indians join our party, inor-
 der to make war. on the Efguimaux at she Copper Ri-
ver.—Preparations made for that purpel> while at
Clvwey «~—Procced on our journey to the Norsh.—
Seme remarks on the way.—Crofs Cogead Lake on
the. ice.~The. fun did not fot.— Arrive at Conge-
- mtbaw/;acbagap—.Fmd ﬁwmié’opper]ndmm there,
—Remarks and tranfactions during our. fiay.at Con-
‘ gecatbawbacbaga —Proceed on sur_journsy.—Wea-
ther very bad.—Arrivve at the Stoney Mountains.—
~ Same account of ‘them.~Crofs part of Buffaly Lake
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m the ice~=-Saw many. mufh-oxen.— Defeription of

- them.~—Went ,with fome Indians to view Grizzle
bear Hill.—oin a firange Northern Indian Leader,

' called Qlye, in company with fome Copper Indians,

- —Their. bebaviour 1o me—Arrive at the Copper.
mine Riwr

HE Lake Clowey is not much more than
" twelve miles broad in the wideft part. - A

‘ fmall river which runsinto it on the Weft fide, is

faid by the Indians to join the Athapufcow Lake,

- On our arrival at Clowey on the third of May,
we found that the Captain’s brother, and thofe
who were fent a-head with him from Theley-aza

River, had only got there two days before us;
and, on account of the weather, had not made the
leaft -progrefs in huilding the canoe, the plan of .
which they had taken with them. - The fameday
we got to Clowey feveral other Indians joined us

from different quarters, with intent to build their
canoes.at the fame place. . Some of thofe indians
had refided within four or five miles, to the South
Eaft of Clowey all the Winter; and had pro-
cured a plentiful livelihood by fnaring deer, in
the manner which has been already defcribed

.Immediately after our arrival at Clowey, the In- -

dians began to build their canoes, and embraced
every convenient opportunity for that purpofe:
but as warm and dry weather only is fit for this

buinefs, which was by no means the cafe at pre-

fc..t, it was the elghteenth of May before the ca-
_ ' noes
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noes bclonging to. my party could be complcted
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On the nineteenth we began to proceed on our t-—;a?.:

journey ; but Matonabbee’s canoe meeting’ with

fome damage," which took near a whole day to -
' aoth,

. repair, we were detained till the twentieth. .
. Thofe veflels, though made of the fame mate-
rials with the canoes of the Southern Indians, dif-
fer from them both in fhape and conftruétion ;
they are alfo much fmaller and lighter, and though
- very flight and fimple in their confiru&ion, are
neverthelefs the beft that covld poffibly be. con-
 trived for the ufe of thofe poor people, who are.
frequently obliged to carry them a hundred, and

fometimes. .2 hundred and fifty miles at a time,

without having occafion to put them into the wa-

ter. Indeed, the chief ufe of thefe canoes is to

ferry over unfordable rivers ; : though fometimes,

and at a few places, it muft be acknowledged,
that they are of great fervice in k1llmg deer, as,
- they enable the Indians to crofs rivers and the -

' natrow parts of lakes; they are alfo ufeful in kill-
 ing fwans, geefe, ducks, &c.in the moulting feafon.
- All the tools ufed by an Indian in building his

canoe, as well as. in making his fnow-fhoes, and.
every other kind of wood-work, confift of a

hatchet, a knife, a file, and an awl; in the ufe of
which they’ are fo dextrous, that every thing they
make is executed with a neatnefs not to be ex-
celled by the moft-expert mechanic, affi fted with

every tool he could wifh. :
In fhape the Northern Indian canoe bears {fome
H - refem-

zgth.
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refemblance to 2 weaver’s fhuttle ; being Hat-bot-
temed with ftraight upnght fides, and fharp
at each en& but the ftern is by far the wideft
part, "as’ there the baggage is generally laid, and
occafiomally a fecond perfon, who always lies.

dewn at full length in the bﬂttom of the ca;noe..

In this manner they carry one another acrofs #i.

* vefs and the narrow parts of lakes in thofe little

veflels, whtch feldom exceed twelve or thirteen

feet: in lengﬁh and are from twenty inches to two
the wideft part. ~ The head,or fore:

feet broadiin ¢

. part, is unmeceﬂ'anly long, and narrow; and isall |

covered-over with birch-bark, which adds confi.

derably tor the weight, ‘without contributing to
the burthen of the veffel. = In general, thefe Indi:
ans make ufe of the fingle paddle, thougha few

ter, howcver, are feldom ufed, ‘but by thofe who

‘have double ones, like the Efquimadux: the -

lie in-wait: to kill deer as they crofs rivers and

',narrow lakes*

“#Gee. Plaie V. where:Fig. Areprefents the bottom;of f.he canoe, Fig.B
being, the fo.rc-patt Fig. C is the complete frame of one before it is.cor
vered with the bark of the birch-tree s it is reprefented on an artificial

bink, which the natives raife to build'it on. Figh Dris an end view ofa |

fat of nmbcrs, bent 2nd laflsed in their proper {hapc, and left to-dry. Fig.
E is the reprefcntanon of a complete canoe. Fig. F reprefe,ms ane of

their paddles: Fig: G a fpear with ' which they kill deer; and” Fi. H

their maode of carrying the cance.. -

. The following references are to the feveral parts of the canoe: Fxg C
1. The ftem. 2. The ftern-pofk. 3. Two forked fticks fupposting the
ftem and ftern-poft, 4. The gunwales. " 5. Smallrods placed between:the
timber and birch-back that. covers them, 6. The timbers. "% The keels
fon. 8. Large flones placed there to kcep the bottom (teady till the ﬁées
are'fewed on,

Ny
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" NORTHERN OCEAN.
- Durmg our ftay at Ctowey we were _]omed by
upward ‘of two hundred Indians from different -
quarters, moft of whom built canoes at this place;
- but as' I was under the proteétion of a principal
. man, no one offered to moleft me, nor can I fay

they were very clamorous for any- thing I had.-

This was undoubtedly owing to Matonabbee’s in-
‘forming them of my true fituation ; which was,
that I had not, by any means, fufficient neceffa-
ries for myfelf, much lefs tc giveaway. The few
goods which I had with me were intended to be
referved for the Copper and Dogribbed Indians,
who never vifit the Company’s Factories. To-
bacco was, ‘however, always given away ; for
every one of any note, who joined us, expe&cd
to be treated with a few pipes, and on fome oc-
cafions it was fcarcely poflible to get off without
" prefenting a few inches * to them ; which, with

the conftaut fupplies which I was. obliged to fur-

nith my own crew, decreafed that article of my
ftock fo faft, that notwithftanding I had yet ad-
vanced fo fmall a part of my journey, more than
one half of my ftore was expended. Gun-pow-
der and fhot alfo were articles commonly afked
for by moft of the Indians we met ;. and in gene-
ral thefe were dealt round to them with a hberal
hand by my guide Matonabbee.. I muft, howe-
ver, do him the juftice to acknowledge, that what

H 2 “he

* The tobaceoufed in Hudfon’s Bay is the Brafil tobacco; which ist widk-
ed into the form of 2 rope, of near an inch diameter, and then wound into
alarge soll; from which it is taken by meafures of length, for the natives:

"99.
1 77 I.
May.
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he diftributed was all his own, which he had pur-

he bartered one hundred and fifty martins’ {kins
for powder only; befides a great number of bea-

ver, and other furrs, for fhot, ball, iron-work,

~ and tobaceo, purpofely to give away among his

countrymen; as be had certainly as many of thefe

articles given to him as were, in his opinion, fuffi.

cient for our fupport during our journey out and

" home.

Matonabbee’s canoe hgving been repaired, on
the twentieth we left Clowey, and proceeded

 Northward. That morning a {mall gang of ftran-

gers joined us, who informed my guide, that Cap-
tain Keelthies was within a day’s walk to the
Southward. Keelhies'was the man by whom I
had fent a letter to Prince of Wales’s Fort, from

Cathawhachaga, in the beginning of July one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy ; but not
'long after that, having the misfortune to break

my quadrant, [ was obliged to return to the Fort
a fecond time; and though we faw many fmokes,
and fpoke with feveral Indians on my return that
year, yet he and I miffed each other on the barren
ground, and I had not feen or heard of him fince
that time.

. As Matonabbee was defirous that 1 fhould re-
ceive my letters, and alfo the goods L had written
for, he difpatched two of his young men to bring
them. We continued our journey to the North-

-ward ; and the next day faw feveral large fmokes

at
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at a great diftance to.the Eaftward on the barren 1771_1’.
ground, which were fuppofed to be made by fome w~ -
parties of Indians bound to Prince of Wales’s Fort M??'
with furrs and other commodities for trade. ‘

On the twenty-fecond and twenty third, we 2%
proceeded to the North, at the rate of fourteen or.
fifteen miles a day; and in the evening of the lat-
ter, got clear of all the woods, and lay on the bar-
ren ground. The fame evening the two young
men who were fent for my letters, &c. returned,
and told me that Keelfhies had promifed to join
us in a few days, and deliver the things to me
with his own hand. . ‘ -

The twenty-fourth proved bad and rainy wea-. 24,
ther, fo that we only walked about feven miles,
when finding a few blafted flumps of trees, we
pitched our tents. . It was well wedid fo, for to-
wards night we had exceflively bad weather, with
loud thunder, firong lightning, and heavy rain,
attended with a very hard gale of wind from the
South Weft; toward the next morning, howe-:
ver, the wind veered round to the North Weft,
and the weather became intenfely cold and frofly.
We walked that day about eight miles to the
Northward, when we were obliged to put up,
being almoft benumbed with cold. There we
found a few dry ftumps, as we had done the day
before, which ferved us for fewel*,

The
*1 have obferved, during my feveral journies in :hofe parts, that all the

way to the North of Seal River the edge of the wood is faced with old wi-
thered



102

1771.

A JOURNEY TO THE
The weather on the twenty-fixth was 1o bad,

~~ with fnow and thick drxftmg fleet, that we did not

May.
- 26th,

27th. -

a8th.

move ; but the next morning proving fine and
pleafant, we dried our things, and walked about
twelve miles to the Northward ; mof of the way
on the ice of a fmall river which runs into Pethew
Lake*. 'We then faw afmoke to the Southward,
which we judged to be made by Keelfhies, fo we
put up for the night by the fide of the above-
mentioned Lake, where I expefted we fhould
have waited for his arrival; but, to my great
furprize, on the morrow we again fet forward,

-and walked twenty-two miles to the Northward

on Pefhew Lake, and in the afternoon pitched
our tents on an ifland, where, by my defire, the
Indians made a large fmoke, and propofed to ftay
a day or two for Captain Keelfhies. '

thered ftumps, and trees which have been blown down by the wind.
They are moftly of the fort which is called hereJuniper, but were feldom of -
any confiderable fize. Thofe biafted trees are found in'fome parts to ex.
tend to the diftance of twenty miles from the living woods, and detached
patches of them are much farther off; which is a proof that the cold has
been encreafing in thofe parts for fome ages. Indeed, fome of the older
Northern Indians bave affured me, that they have heard their fathers and
grandfathers fay, they remembered the greateft part of thofe places where
the trees are now blafted and dcad, in a flourithing ftate; and that they
‘were remarkable for abounding with deer. Itis a well-known fadt, that
many deer are fond of frequenting thofe plains where the juniper trees
abound near barren grounds, particularly in finc weather during the Win-
ter; but in heavy gales of wind they either take {helter in the thick woods,
or goout on the open plains. ‘The Indians, who never wanta reafon for
any thing, fay, that the deer quit the thin ftraggling woods during the
high winds, becanfe the nodding of the trees, whenata confiderable dif-
tance from each other, fnrrhtens them ; but in the mid(t of a thick foreft,

the conftant ruftling of the branches lulls them into fecurity, and rendess
them an eafy prev to a fkilful-hunter.

# Probably the fame with Partridge Lake in the Map.
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In the night, one of Matonabbee 5 wives and 1771
apother woman eloped : it was fuppofed they v
went off to the Eaftward, in order to meet their
former hufbands, from whom - they had been
fometime before taken by force, This affair made
-more noife and buftle than I could have fuppof-
ed; and Matonabbee feemed éntirely difconcert. - -
ed, and quite inconfolable for the lofs of his wife.
‘She was certainly by far the handfomeft of all his
flock, of a moderate fize, and had a fair complex-
ion; fhe apparently poflefled a mild temper, and
very engaging manners. In fa&, fhe feemed to.
have every good quality that could be expected in
“a Northern Indian woman, and that could render
her an agreeable- companion to an inhabitant of
this part of the world. She had not, however,

. “appeared happy in her late fituation ; and chofe
‘rather to be the fole wife of a fprightly young

fellow of ne note, (though very capable of main-

taining her,) than to have the feventh or eighth

thare of - the affeCion of the greateft man in the
country. I-am forry to mention an incident which

happened while we were building the canoes at
Clowey, and which by no means does honour to

Matonabbee : it is no lefs a crime than that of
“having aually fiabbed the hufband of the above-
mentioned girl in three places; and had it not

been for timely affiftance, would certainly have

murdered him, for no-other reafon than becaufe

the poor. man had fpoken difrefpeétfully of him

for having taken his wife away by force. The cool -
deliberation:
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1771 deliberation with which Matonabbee committed
- this bloody altion, convinced me it had beena-
long premeditated defign; for he no fooner heard -
of the man’s arrival, than he opened one of his~
wives’ bundles, and with the greateft compofure,
took out 2 new long box-handled knife, went in-
to the man’s tent,'and, withovut any preface what-
ever, took him by the collar, and began to exe-
cute his horrid defign. - ‘The poor man anticipat-
ing his danger, fell on his face, and called for af-
fiftance ; but before any could be had: he receiv-
ed three wounds in the back. Fortun:tely for
him, they 2ll happened on. the thoulder-blade, fo
that his life was fpared. "When Matonabbee re-
turned to his tent, after committing.this horrid
deed, he fat down as compofedly as if nothing had
happened, called for water to wath his bloody
hands and knife, fmoked his pipe as ufual, feem-
ed to be perfeétly at eafe, and afked if 1 d1d not
think he had done right
It has ever been the cuftom among thofe peo-
ple for the men to wreftle forany woman to whom
they are attached; and, of courfe, the ftrongeft
party always carries off the prize. - A weak man,
unlefs he be a good hunter and well-beloved, is
- feldom permitted to keep a wife that a fironger
- man thinks worth his notice: for at any time
when the wives of thofe firong wreftlers are hea-
vy-laden either with furrs. or provifions, they
make no fcruple of tearing any other man’s wife
from his bofom, and making her bear a part of
I ‘ : : his
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his luggage. - This cuftom prevails throughout all 1741,
their tribes, and caufes a great {pirit of emulati- “—~y .

on among their youth, who are upon all occafi-
ons, from their childhood, trying their firength

and fkill in wreftling. This enables them to pro-

tect their property, and particularly their wives,

from the hands of thofe powerful ravifhers ; fome
of whom make almoft a livelihood by taking what
they pleafé from the weaker parties, without mak-

.ng them any return. Indeed, it is reprefented

as an act of great. generofity, if they condefcend
to.make an unequal exchange;-as, in general,

abufe and infult are the only return for the 10fa -

which is fuftained. ~
- The way in whlch they. tear the women and

other property from one another, though it has-
the appearance .of the greateft brutality, can .

fcarcely be called fighting. = I never knew any of

them receive the leaft hurt in thefe rencontres ; -
the whole bufinefs confifts in hauling each other

about by the hair of the head ; they are feldom
known either to ftrike or kick one another. It
is not uncommon for one of them to cut off his

hair and to greafe his ears, immediately before the

conteft begins., - This, however, is done private-
ly; and it is fometimes truly laughable, to fee one
of the parties firutting about with an air of great
importance, -and calling, out, ¢ Where is he?
“ Why does he not come out P’ when the other
will bolt out with a clean thornéd head and greaf-
ed ears, rufh on -his antagonift, feize, him by

: the

May, *
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1771 the hair, and though perhaps a much weaker man,
&—N foon drag him to the ground, while the ﬁronger
M7 is not able to lay hold on him. It is very fre.
quent on thofe occafions for each party to have
fpies, to watch the other’s motions, which puts
them more on 2 footing of equality. For want
of hair to pull, they feize each other about the
waift, with legs wide extended, and try their
firength, by endeavouring to vie who can ﬁrﬁ

thro wthe other down.,

On thefe wreftling occafions the ftanders-by ne.
ver attempt to interfere in the conteft ; even one
brother offers not to affift another, unlefs it
be with adv;ce, which, as it is always deliverad
openlv on the field during the conteft, may, in
fa@, be faid to be equally favourable to both par.
ties. * It fometimes happens that one of the wreft.

lers is fuperior in firength to the other; and ifa
woman be the caufe of the conteft, the weaker is
frequently unwilling to yield, notwithftanding he’
is greatly overpowered. ~When this happens to
be the cafe, the relations and friends, or other
bye ftanders, will fometimes: join to perfuade the
~weaker combatant to give up the conteft, left, by
continuing it, he ﬂxould get bruifed and hurt,
without the leaft probability of being able to pro-
tect what he is contending for. I obferved that
very few of thofe people were diffatisfied with the

- wives which had fallen to their lot, for whenever
‘any confiderable number of them were in com-
‘pany, {carcely a day pafled without fome over-

‘tures being made for contefts of this kind ; and
it
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ing her fate, while her hufband and his rival were
* contending for the prize. I haveindeed not only

felt pity for thofe poor wretched v1é’t1ms, but the

utmoft indignation, when'I have feen them won,
perhaps, by a man whom they mortally hated.

On thofe occafions their grief and relu@ance to -
follow their new lord has been fo great, that the

bufinefs has often ended in the greateft brutality ;

for, in the firuggle, I have feen the poor gurls’
firipped quite naked, and carried by main force to
their new lodgings. At other times it was plea-
fant enough to fee a fine girl led off the field from’

a hufband fhe difliked, with a tear in ‘one eye and

a finger on the other : for cuftom, ordelicacy if

- you pleafe, has taught them to think it neceﬂ'ary

~to whimper a little, let the change be ever fo'
much to their inclination. Ihave throughout this
*account given the women the appellation of girls,
which is pretty applicable, as the objeéts of con-

teft are generally young; and without any family:

few of the men chufe to be at the trouble of main.

taining other people’s children, except on particu.

lar occafions, Whmh will be taken notice of here-_

after.

Some of the old men, who are famous on ac..

count of their fuppofed fkill in conjuration, have
great influence in perfuading the rabble from

comm1ttmg thofe outrages ; but the humanity of

thefe fages is feldom known to extend beyond
their

1o

it was often very uonleafant to me, to fee the ob- 177,

je& of the conteft ﬁtrmg in penfive filence watch— s
ay.
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their own families. In defence of them they will

“—;If-’ exert their utmoft mﬂuence but when their own

relauons are guilty of the fame crime, they fel-
dom interfere. This partial condud creates fome
fecret, and feveral open enemies ; but the gene-
rality of their neighbours are deterred, through
fear or fuperftition, from executing their revenge, -

~ and even from talking difrefpectfully of them, un.

lefs it be behind their backs; which is a vice of
which almoft every Indian in this country, with.
out exception, is guilty. .
Notwithftanding the Northern Ind1ans are fo
covetous, and pay fo little regard to private pro-
perty as to take every advantage of bodily firength
tasrob their neighbours, not only of their goods,
but of their wives, yet they are, in other refpeds,
the mildeft tribe, or nation, that is to be found,
on the borders of Hudfon’s Bay for let their af-
fronts or lofles be ever fo great, they never will
feek any other revenge than that of wreftling.

- As for murder, which is fo common among all

the tribes of Southern Indians, it is feldom heard.
of among them. A murderer is fhunned and de.
tefted by all the tribe, and is obliged to wander.

“up and down, forlorn and forfaken even by his

own relations and former friends. In that refped
2 murderer may truly be compared to Cain, after
he had Killed his brother Abel. The cool recep-
tion he meets with by all who know him, gcca-

fions him to grow melancholy, and he never
: lcaves any place but the whole company fay.

¢t There
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s¢ There goes the murderer ! The women,. it is 1
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true, fometimes receive an unlucky blow from ‘,MN

their hufbands for mifbehaviour, which occafions -
their death; but this is thgught nothmg of: and.

for one man or woman to kill another out of re-
venge, or through jealoufy, or on any other ac-
count, is {o extraordinary, that very few are now
exifting who have been guilty of it. At the pre-
{ent moment I know not one, befide Matonabbee,
who ever made an attempt of that nature; and
heis, in.every. other refpe, 2 man of fuch uni-
verfal good fenfe, and, as an Indian, of fuch great
humanity, that I am at a lofs how to account for
his having been guilty of fuch-a crime, unlefsit be
by his baving lived among the Southern Indians

fo long, as to become tainted. with their blood-

thirfty, revengeful, and vindi&ive difpefition.
Early in the morning of the twenty-ninth, cap-
tain Keelthies joined us. He delivered to me a
packet of letters, .and a two.quart keg of French
brandy; but aflured me, that the powder, fhot,
tobacco, knives, &c. which he received at the Fort
for me, were all expended. He endeavoured to
make fome apology for this, by faying, that fome
of his relations died in the Winter, and that hehad,
according to their cuftom, throw all his own
things away; after which he was obliged to have
recourfe to my.ammunition and other goods, to
fupport himfelf and 2 numerous family. The ve-
ry aﬂ"ec’hng manner in which he related this ﬁory,
. often crymg like a child, was a great proof of his
: extreme

2gth.
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y5f €Xtreme forrow, which he withed to perfuadéh{é
Ly arofe from the recolle&ion of his having embez.

" May,

zled fo much of my property; ‘but I was of a dif
ferent opinion, and attributed his grief to arife
from the remembrance of his deceafed relations,
However, 2s a fmall recompence for my lofs, he

- prefented we with four ready-drefled moofe-fkins,

which was, he faid, the only retribution he could
then make. The moofe-fkins, though nét the
twentieth part of the value of the goods which
he had embezzled, were in reality more accepta-
ble to me, than the ammunition and the other
articles would have been, on account of their
great ufe as fhoe-leather, which at that time was
a very fcarce article with us, whereas we had plen-
ty of powder and fhot. -

On the fame day that Keelhies joined us, an In.
dian man, who had been fome time in our com-
pany, infifted on taking one of Matonabbee’s
wives from him by force, unlefs he complied with
his demands, which were, that Matonabbee
thould give him a certain quantity of ammuniti-
on, fome pieces of iron-work, a kettle, and feveral
other articles ; every one of which, Matonabbee
was obliged to deliver, or lofe the woman ; for
the other man far excelled him in firength. Ma-
tonabbee was more exafperated on this occafion,
as the fame man had fold him the woman no lon-
ger ago than the nineteenth of the preceding
April. Having expended all the goods he then
poffefled, however, he was determined.to make
' another
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another bargain for her; and as fhe was what
may be called a valuable woman in their eftima-
tion; that is, one who was not only tolerably per-

fonable, but reckoned very fkilful in manufac.
turing the different Kinds of leather, fkins, and

furrs, and at the fame time very.clever in the per-
formance of every other domeftic duty required

of the fex in this part of the world; Matonabbee.
was more unwilling to part with her, efpecially as.
“he had fo lately fuffered a lofs of the fame kind.

This difpute, which was after fome hours de-
cided by words and prefents, had like to have
proved fatal to my expedition ; for Matonabbee,

- who at that time thought himfelf as great a man’

as then lived, took this affront fo much to heart,

efpecially as it was offered in my prefence, that he
almoft determined not to proceed any farther to-

ward the Copper-mine  River, and was on the
point of firiking off to the Weftward, with an

intent to join the Athapufcow Indians, and conti-
nue withthem: he being perfe@ly well acquaint.-.
ed with all their leaders, and mo#t of the princi-
pal indians of that country, from whom, during;
2 former refidence among them of feveral years,

he faid he had met with more civility than he
ever did from his own countrymen. As Mato-
nabbee feemed refolutely bent on his defign, I
had every reafon to think that my third expediti-

on would prove equally unfuccefsful with the two.

former. I was not, however, under - the leaft

apprehenfion for my own fafety, as he promifed:

to

TLE

1771a
Cmprnd
May.
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to take me with him, and procure mea paffage

' %—‘ to Prince of Wales’s Fort, with fome. of the Atha.

29th,

3oth.

pufcow Indians, who at that time annually vifited
the Fadtory in the way of trade. After waiting
till 1 thought Matonabbee’s paffion. had a little
abated, 1 ufed every argument of which 1 was
mafter in favour of his proceeding on the journey;
affuring bim not only of the future efteem of the
prefent Governor of Prince of Wales’s Fort, -but
alfo of that of all his fucceffors as long as he liv-

‘ed; and that even the Hudfon’s Bay Company

themfelves would be ready to acknowledge. his
affiduity and perfeverance, in conduding a bufi-
nefs which:had fo much the appearance, of prov-
ing advantageous to them. After {fome conver-
fation of this kind, and 2 good deal of intreaty,
he at length confented to proceed, and promifed
to make all poffible hafte.. Though it was then
late in the afternoon, he gave orders for moving,
and accordingly we walked about feven miles
that night,and put up on another ifland in Pefh-
ew Lake. . The preceding afternoon the Indians
had killed a few deer ; but our number was then
fo great, that eight or ten deer would fcarcely af-
ford us all a tafte. - Thefe deer were the firft we

~ hag feen fince our leaving the neighbourhood. of
' Thelewey-aza-yeth; fo that we had lived all the

time on the dried meat which had been prepared

. before we left that place in April.

The thirtieth proved bad, rainy weather; we

walked, however, about ten miles to the North-
ward,
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ward, when we arrived on the North fide of Pefh- 1471,
ew Lake, and put up. Here Matonabbee 1mme-'**M"v;-‘ ,
diately,began to make every neceflary arrange- 3
ment for facilitating the executing of our defign;
and as he bad promifed to make all poffible hafte,
he thought it expedient to leave moﬁ of his wives
and all his children in the care of fome Indians,
then in our company, who had his orders to pro-
‘ceed to the Northward at their leifure ; and who,
at a particular place appointed by him, were to
wait our return from the Copper-mine River.
Havmg formed this refolution, Matonabbee fe-
~ lefted two of his young wives who had no chil-

dren, to accompany us;.and in order to make
their loads as light as pofiible, it was agreed that
we fhould not take more ammunition with us
than was reaily neceflary for our fupport, till we
might expet again to join thofe Indians and the
women and children. The fame meafures were
alfo adopted by all the other Indians of my party;
particularly thofe who had a plurahty of wwcs,
and a number of children.

As thefe matters took fome time to adju& it
was near nine o’clock in the evening of the thir.
ty-firft before we could fet out; and then it was
- with much difficulty that Matonabbee could pef®’

fuade his other wives from following him, with

their children and all their lumber; for fuch was

their unwillingnefs to be left behind, tnat he was

obliged to ufe his authority before they would

confent, confequently they partéd inanger ; and

' ' I - we
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3771, Weno fooner began our march, than they fet up
t-;ﬂ:;—-’ a moft woeful cry, and continued .to yeil moft
o plteouﬂy as long as we were within hearing,
“This ‘mournful fcene had fo little effect on my
party, that they walked away Iaughmg, and as
merry as ever. The few who exprefled any re.
gret at their departure from thofe whom they
were to leave behind, confined their regard whol-
ly to their children, partlcularly to the youngeft,
fcarcely ever mentioning their mother.
Though it was fo late when we left the womer,
" we walked about ten miles that night before we
fiopped. In our way we faw many deer ; feveral
of which the Indians killed.” To talk of travelling
and killing deer in the middle of the mght may
at firft view have ‘the appearance of romance;
but our worder will {peedily abate, when itis
confidered that we were then to the Northward
of 64° of North latitude, and that, in confequence
of it, though the Sun did not remain the whole
mght above the horizon, ye¢ the time it remain-
ed below it was fo fhort, -and its depreffion even
at midnight fo fmall at this feafon of the yea,
that the light, in clear weather, was quite fuffid.
ent for the purpofe both of Walkmg, and hunting
any kind of game. |
It fhould have been obferved, that durmg our
ftay at Clowey 2 great number of Indians entered
into a combination with thofe of my party toac- |
company us to the Copper-mine River ; and with
no other intent than to murder the Efquimaus,
who
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who are underﬁood by the Copper Indians to fre- 1771

~ quent that river in confiderable numbers. This tommmd
" {cheme, notwithftanding the trouble and fatigue,

as well as danger, with which it muft be obviou-
{ly attended, was neverthelefs fo univerfally ap-
proved by thofe people, that for fome time almof
every man who joined us propofed to be of the
party. Accordingly, each volunteer, as well as
thofe Who were properly of my party, prepared
2 taruet, or thield, before we left the woads of
Clowey. Thofe targets were compofed of thin
boards, about three quarters of an inch thick, twe

feet broad, and three feet long ; and wereintend.

ed to ward off ‘the arrows of the Efquimaux.
Notwithftanding thefe preparations, when wg
came to leave the women and children, as has
been already mentioned, only fixty volunteers
would go with us; the reft, who were nearly as
many more, though they had all prepared targets,

reflecting that they had a great diftance to walk,,
and that no advantage could be expeéted from. -

the expedition, very prudently begged to be ex-
cufed, faying, that they could not be fpared for fo
long a time from the maintenance of their wives
and families; and particularly, as they did not
fee any then in our company, who feemed willing
to encumber themfelves with fuch a charge. This
feemed to be a mere evafion, for I am clearly of
opinion that poverty on one fide, and avarice on
the other, were the only impediments to their
Joining our party; had they poffefled as many,

12 European
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1771, European goods to fquander away among their
‘ "‘Tuf;;"’ countrymen as Matonabbee and thofe of my party
did, in all probability many might have been found
who would have been glad to have accampamedus(
* When 1 was acquamted with the intentions of
my companions, and faw the warlike preparations
that were carrying on, I endeavoured as much as
poffible to perfuade them from putting their in.
human defign into execution; but fo far were my
intreaties from having the wzihed for effect, that
it was concluded I was aduated by cowardice;
and they told me, with great marks of derifion,
that I was afraid of the Efquimaux.. As I knew
my perfonal fafety depended in a great meafure
on the favourable opinion they entertained of me
in this refpe& I was obliged to change my tone,
and replied, that I did not care if they rendered
the name and race of the Efquimaux exting;
" adding at the fame time, that though I was no
enemy to the Efquimaux, and did not fee the
neceffity of attacking them without caufe, yet if
I fhould find it neceffary to do it, for the protec-
tion of any one of my company, my own fafety
out of the queftion, fo far from being afraid of a
poor defencelefs Efquimaux, whom I defpifed
more than feared, ndthing fhould be wanting on
my part to proteét all who were with me. This
declaration was received with great fatisfaction;
and I never afterwards ventured to interfere with
any of their war-plans. - Indeed, when I came to
confider feriouly, I faw evidently that it was the
higheft
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higheft folly for an individual like me, and in my Y7L,
ﬁtuatlon, to attempt to turn the current of a na: \~J

tional prejudlce which had fubfifted between

thole two nations from the earlieft periods, or at

leaft as long as they had been acauamted with the
exiftence of each other. : '

Having got rid of all the women, children, dogs,
heavy-baggage, dnd other incumbrances, on the
firft of June we purfued our journey to the North-
ward with great fpeed; but the weather wasin
general fo precarious, and the fnow, fleet, and
rain fo frequent, that notwithftanding we em-
braced every opportunity which offered, it was
the fixteenth of June before we arrived in the la-
" titude of 67° 30/, 'where Matonabbee had propof-
ed that the women and children fhould wait our
return from the Copper-mme River. '

In our way hither we croffed feveral lakes on
theice; of which Thoy-noy-kyed Lake and Thoy-
coy-lyned Lake were the principal. We alfo
croffed a few inconfiderable creeks and rivers,
which were only ufeful as they furnithed a fmall
fupply of fith to the natives. The weather, asi
have before obferved, wasin general difagreeable,

with a great deal of rain and foow. To makeup

for that inconvenience, however, the deer were
fo plentiful, that the Indians killed not only a fuf-
ficient quantity for our daily fupport,  but fre-
qQuently great numbers merely for the fat, mar-
rowand tongues. To induce them to defift from
this pradtice, I often interefted myfelf, and endea-

' voured,

- May. “

une,
Ix&. ’

16th,
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177t. vouréd, as much as poffible, to convince themin

i)

]'une

2oth.

the cleareft terms of which I was mafter, of the
great impropriety of fuch wafte;; particularly at

" a time of the year when their fkins could not be

of any ufe for clothing, and when the anxiety to
proceed on our journey would not permit us to
fiay long enough in one place to cat up half the
fpoils of their hunting. - As national cuftoms,
however, are not eafily overcome, my remon-
firances proved ineffectual; and I was always
anfwered, that it was certainly right to kill plen-
ty, and live on the beft; when and where it was
to be got, for that it weuld be impoffible to doit

- where every thing was fcarce: and they infifted

en it, that killing plenty. of deer and other game
in one part of the country, could never make
them fcarcer in another. Indeed, they were fo
accuftomed to kill every thing that came within
their reach, that few of them could pafs by a
fmall bird’s neft, without flaying the young ones,
or deftroying the eggs.

- From the feventeenth to the twentleth we

walked between feventy and eighty miles to the

North Weft and North North Weft; the greater
part of the way by Cogead. Lake; but the Lake
being then frozen, we croffed all the ereeks and
bays of it on the ice. -

. On the twenty-firft we had bad rainy weather,
with {o thick a fog that we could not fee our way:
about -ten o'clock at might, ‘however, it became

fine and «clear, and- the Sun fhone very bright;

indeed
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indeed it did not fet all that night, which was a o715
convincing proof without any obfervation, that‘—?;;:-’
~wewere then confiderably to the North of the =
- Arélic Polar Gircle. -

As foon as the fine weather began, we fet out  a,
and walked about fevgn or eight miles to the
Northward, when we came to a branch of Conge-
ca-tha:wha-chaga River; on the North fide of
which we found feveral Copper Indians, who
were affembled, according to annual cuftom, to kill
deer as they crofs the river in their little canoes.

The ice being now broken up, we were, for the
firfk time this Surhmer, obliged to make ufe of our
cinoes to ferry acrofs the river: which would
have proved very tedious, had it not been for the
kindnefs of the Copper Indians, who fent all thejr
canoes t6 our afiftance. Though our humber
was not much lefs than one hundted and fifty,
we had only three canoes; and thofe being of the
common fize; could only carry two perfons each,
without baggage. It is tiue, when water is
{mooth, and 2 raft of three of four of thofe canoes
is well fecured by poles lathed acrofs them, they
will carry a much greater weight in pr0p0rti'on, ‘
and be much fafer, as thereis fcarcely a poﬁiblhsy
of their overfetting ; and thisis the generai mode
adopted by the people of this country in crofiing
rivers when they have more than one ¢anoe with
them. o ) :

‘Having arrived on the North fide of this river,
we fotind that Matonabbee, and feveral othersin
our
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1741, OUr company, were perfonally acquainted with
" ==~~~ moft of the Copper Indians whom we found
3% there. The latter feemed highly pleafed at the
interview with our party, and endeavoured, by
every means in their power, to convince our com-
pany of their readinefs to ferve us to the utmoft; -
fo that by the time we had got our tents pitched,
the ftrangers had provided a large quantity of
dried meat and fat, by way ofa feaft, to which
they invited moft of the principal Indians who ac-
companied me, as well as Matonabbee and myfelf,
who were prefented with fome of the very beft.
It it natural to fuppofe, that immediately after
our arrival the Copper Indians would be made
acquainted with the nature and intention of our
journey. This was no fooner done than they
exprefled their entire approbation, and many of
them feemed willing and defirous of giving every
afliftance; particularly by lending us feveral ca-
noes, which they aflured us would be very ufe-
ful in the remaining part of our journey, and
contribute both to our eafe and difpatch. It muft
be obferved, that thefe canoes were not entirely
entrufted to my crew, but carried by the owners -
themfelves who accompanied us; as it would
have been very uncertain where to have found
them at our return from the Copper River.
" Agreeably to my infiru@ions, I fmoked my
calumet of peace with the principal of the Copper
Indians,” who feemed highly pleafed on the occa-
fion; and, from a converfation held on the fub-
je&t



NORTHERN OCEAN. . ' 12K

je& of my journey, I found they were dehghted 1771,
with the hopes of having an European fettlement el
in their neighbourhood, and feemed to have no :
idea that any impediment could prevent fuch a
fcheme from being ‘carried into execution. Cli-
mates and feafons had no weight with them ; nor
couid they fee where the difficulty lay in getting
to them ; for though they acknowledged that -
they had never feen the fea at the mouth of the
Copper River clear of ice, yet they could fee
nothing that fhould hinder a thip from approach-
ing it; and they innocently enough obferved,
that the water was always {o {fmooth between
the ice and fhore that even fmall boats might
get there with great eafe and fafety. Howa fhip
was to get between the ice and the fhore, never
once occurred to them. ‘

Whether it was from real motives of hofpitali- .
ty, or from the great advantages which they ex-
pected to reap by my difcoveries, I know not
but I muft confefs that their civility far exceeded
what I could expect from fo uncivilized a tribe,
and I was exceedingly forry that I had nothing of
value to offer them. However, fuch articles as I
had, I difiributed among them, and they were
thankfully received by them. Though they have
fome European commeodities among them, which
they purchafe from the Northern Indians, the
fame articles from the hands of an Englithman
were more prized. As I was the firft whom they
had ever feen, and in all probability might be the

' ' laft,
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laft, it was cutious to fee how they flocked about-
me,; and exprefled as much defire to examine me

_ from top to toe, as an European Naturalift would-

a non-defcript animal. - - They, however, found:
and pronounced me to bea perfect humzn being,
except in the colour of my hair and eyes: the
former, they faid, was like the ftained hair of a
buffaloe’s tail, and the latter, being light, were
like thofe of a guil: The whitenefs of my fkin
alfo was, in their opinion, no ornament, as they

fiill it refembled mieat which had been fodden in

water till all the blood was éxtracted. ~On the
whole, I was viewed as fo great a curiofity in this
part of the' world, that durmg my ftay there;.
whenever I combed my head, fome or other of
them never failed to afk for the hairs that came
off, which they carefully wrapped up, faying,

“ When fee you again, you thall again fee your
¢ hair.

" The day after our arnval‘-'gxt Congecathawha-
chaga, Matonabbee difpatched his brother, and
feveral Copper Indians, to Copper-mine River,
with orders to acquaint any Indians they might
meet, with the reafon of my vifiting thofe parts,
and alfo when they might probably expeét us at
that river. ~ By the bearers of this meffage I fent
a prefent of tobacco and fome other things, toin-
duce any ftrangers they met to be ready to give
us afliftance, either by advice, or in any other way
which might be required.

"As Matenabbee ard the other Indians thought
it



‘NORTHERN OCEAN.
it advifable to leave all the women: at tlus place,
and proceed to the Copper-mine River without '
 them, it was thought neceffary to continue here
a few days, to kill as many deer as would be fuffi-
cient for their fupport during our abfenice. And

)23
1771.
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notwithftanding deer were fo. plentifal, yet our .

numbers were {olarge, and our daily confumption
was fo great, that feveral days elapfed before the
men could provide the women with a fufficient

quantity ; and then ‘they had: no other way of -
preferving it, than by cotting itif thin flices and

drying it in the Sun. Meat, when thus prepatéd;
is not only very portable, but palatable; as all
the blood and juices are fiill remaining in the
meat, it is very nourifhing and whelefome food;
and may, with care, be kept a whole year with-

out the leaft danger of fpoiling. It is neceflary,

however, to air it frequently. during the warm
weather, otherwife it is liable to grow mouldy :
but as foon as the chill air of the . fall begins, it
requires no farther trouble till next Summer. -

We had not been many days' at Congecatha-
whachaga before I had reafon to be greatly con-
cerned at the behaviour of feveral of my crew to
the Copper Indians, They not only took many
of their young women, furrs, and ready-dreffed
fkins for clothing, "but alfo feveral of their bows
and arrows, which were the only implements
they had to procure food and raiment, for the
future fupport of themfelves, their wives, and fa-
milies. It may probably be thought, that as thefe

weapons ate of fo-fimple a form, and foe afily con- |

firuted,
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1 PoTS firaéted, they might. foon be replaced, without
\——~J any other trouble or expence than a little labour;
T2 but this fuppofition can only hold good in places
where, proper materials are eafily procured, which

- was ngt the cafe here: if it had, they would not
have beeh an objet of plunder. In the midft of

a foreft of trees, the wood that would makea

' Northern Indian a bow and a few arrows, ‘or in:
deed a bow and arrows ready: made, are not of
much value ; no more . than the man’s trouble
that makes them : but carry that bow and arrows
feveral hundred 'miles from any woods and place
where .thofe are the only weapons in ufe, their
intrinfic value. will be found to increafe, in the
fame proportion as the materials. which are made

are lefs attainable*, o

To do Matonabbee juftice on this occafion, I

mutft fay that he endeavoured as much as poffible

to perfuade his countrymen from taking either
furrs, clothing, or bows, from the Copper Indi.

ans, without making them fome fatisfaory re.
turn; but if he did not encourage, neither. did

he ‘endeavour to hinder them from - taking

. as many ‘women .as they pleafed.. Indeed, the
Copper Indian women feem to be much efteem-

~ ed by our Northern traders; for what reafon I
know not, as they. are in reality the fame people

in every refpet; and their language differs not

fo much as .the .dialets of fome of the neareft
counties in England do from each other. - .

* Sce Poftlethwayt on the axticle of Labour, . ..
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Lti is not furprifing that a plurahty of wives is 177 -
cuftomary among thefe- people, as it is fo well s

adapted to their fituation and manner of life. . In
my opinion no-race of people under the Sun have -

a greater occafion for fuchan indulgence, Their
annual haunts, in queft of furrs, is fo.remote

from any European fettlement, as to render them -

the greateft travellers in the known world; and

as they have neither horfe nor water carriage,.

every good hunter is under the neceﬂity of hav-
ing feveral perfons to affift in’ carrymg his furrs
to the Company s Fort, as well as carrymg back
theEuropean goods which he feceives in exchange
for them. No perfons in this country are fo pro-

_ per for this work as the women, becaufe they are

inured to carry and haul heavy loads from their
childhood, ‘and to do all manner of drudgery;
fo that thofe men who are capablz of providing
for three, four,-five, fix, or more women, gene-
rally find them humble and faithful fervants, af-
feCtionate wives, and fond and indulgent mo-
‘thers to their children. Though cuftom makes
this way of life fit apparently eafy on the genera-
lity of the women, and though, in general, the
whole of their wants feem to be comprized in

food and clothing only, yet nature at times gets.

the better ‘of cuftom, and the fpirit of jealoufy
makes its appearance among them : however, as
the hufband is always arbitrator, he foon fettles
the bufinefs, though perhaps not always to the
gntire fatlsfa&xon of the parties,

: ' Much

June,
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Much does it redound to the honour of the

‘=~ Northern Indian women when I affirm, that they

Juae.

are'the mildeft and moft virtuous females T have
{feen in any part of North Amemca ; though fome-
think this is more owing to habit, cuftom, and
the fear of their hufbands, then from real mch-:‘
nation. It is undoubtedly well knowa that none

can manage a Northern Ir\chan woman {o wellasa

Northern Indian mar ;. and when any of them
have been permitted to remain at the Fort, they

“have, for the fake of gain, been eafily prevailed

on to deviate from that charadter; and a few have,
by degrees, become as-abandoned as the Southern
Indians, who are remarkable throughout all their
tribes for bemcr the moft debaucned wretches un-
der the Sun., So far from layi ing any reftraint

on their fenfual appetltes, as long as youth and
© inelination laft, they give themfelves up to all

manner of even inceftuous debauchery ; and that
in fo beaftly a manner when they are intoxicated,

" a flate to which they are peculiarly addicted, that

the brute creation are not lefs regardlefs of de-
cency. I know that fome few Europeans, who
have had little opportunity of feeing them, and of
enquirinig into their manners, have been very
lavifh in their praife: but every one who has had
much intercourfe with them, and penetration

and indufiry enough to ftudy their difpofitions,

will” agree, that no accomplifhments whatever
in a man, is {ufficient to conciliate the affections,
or
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or preferve the chaftity of a Southern Indian wo-
man*. '

The

-

. Notmthﬁandmgtlns is the general charadter of the Southern Indian
women,as they are called on the coafts of Hudfon’s Bay, and who are the
fame tribe with the Canadian Indians, I am happy to have it in my power
to infert a few lines to the memory of one of them, whom I knew from
her infancy; and who, Ican truly affirm, was directly the reverfe of the
picturel havedrawn,

Mary, the daughter of Moses NorToN, many years Chief at_Prince
of Wales’s Fort, in Fudfon’s Bay, though born and brought up in a coun-
try of all others the leaft favourable to virtue and virtuous principles; pof~
fefled them, and every other good and amiable quality, in the moft emi-
nent degree. . .

Without the afifance of relmon, and with no education hut what Ihc
veceived among the diffolute natives of her country, fhe would have fhone
with fuperior luftre in any other country : for, if an engaging perfon, gen-
tle manners, an eafy freedom, arifing front a confcioufness of innocenge, an
amizable modefty, and an unrivalled delicacy of fentiment, are graces and
virtues which render a woman lovely, none ever had greater pretenfions
to general efteem and regard: while her benevolence, humanity, and ferige
pulous adherence to truth and honefty, would. havc done honour to the
moft cnhohtened and devout Chriftian.

Dutiful, obedient, and affe&ionate to her parents; ﬂeady and faxthful to
her friends ; grateful and humble to her benefaltors; eafily forgiving and
forgetting injuries; careful not to offend any, and courteous and kind‘to
all; fhe was, neverthelefs, fuffered to perifh by the rigours of cold and hun-~
ger, amidft her own relations, ata time when the griping hand of famine

- was by no means feverely felt by any other -member of their company 3
‘and it may truly be f2id that flie fell 2 martyr to the principles of virtue,
This happened in the Winter of the year 1782, after the French had des
firoyed Prince of Wales' s Fort; at which time Ihe was in_the twenty-fe-
cond year of her age.

Human nature fhudders at the bare recital of fuch brutality, and reafon
fhrinks from the tafk of 2ccounting for the decrees of Providence on fuch

occaficns as this; but they are the :ﬂronacﬂ affurances of a future ftate,fo -

infinitely fuperior to the prefent, that the enjoyment of every pleafure in
this world by the moft worthlefs and abandoned wretch, or the moft inno-
cent.and vn‘tuous woman pcnfhmo by the moft excruciating of all deaths,
e natters equally indifl rent, But,
Feace to the alhes, and the virtuons mind,
Qf her wholived in peace with all mankind 3

'127‘
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Learn'd ..
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The Northern Indian women are in general fo

. ‘e far from being like thofe I have above defcribed,

June,

that it is very uncommon to hear of their ever

‘been guilty of incontinency, not even'thofe who
-are confined to the fixth or gven exghth part ofa
-man,

It is true, that were I to. form my oplmon of
thofe women from the behaviour of fuch as I have

‘been more particularly acquainted with, T thould
‘have little reafon to fay much in thelr favour 5 but
' 1mpart1ahty ‘will not permlt me to make a few of
‘the” worft charadters a flandard for the ‘general
‘condué of all of them. Indeed itis but reafonable
to think that travellers and. interlopers will beal.
‘ways ferved with the moft _c_ommodmus, though
perhaps they pay the beft price for what they have.

It

Learn’d from the heart, unknowmg of difguife,
‘Truth in her thoughts, and candour in her eyes;
Stranger alike to envy and o pride,

Good fenfe her light, and Nature all her guide ;
But now removed from all the ills of life,

Here refts the pleafing friend and faithful wife. WarLER, .

Her father was, undonbtedly, very blamable for bringing her up in the
tander manner which he did, rendering her by that means not only inca-
pable of bearing the fatigues and hardfhips which the reft of her country-
women think little of, but of providing for herfelf. This is, indeed, too
frequenta pra&xce among Europeans in that country, wha bnng up their
children in fo indulgent a manner, that whea they retire, and leave their
oﬁ’spnng behind, they find themfelves fo helplefs, as to be unable to pro-

" vide for the few wants to which they are fubje@t. 'The late Mr, Fcrdmand

]'a.cobs, many years Chxef at York Fort, was the only perfon whom 1 ever
knew that acted in a different manner; theugh no man could po[ﬁbly be
fonder of his children in other refpedts, yet as there were fome that he
could not bring to England, hé had them brought up entircly among the
patives; fo that when ‘he left the country, they fearcely ever felt the lofs,
though they regretted the abfence of a fond ard indulgent parent,
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It may appear ﬁrange, that while Iam extoll- 1771.
ing the chaftity of the Northern Indian women, -~ -

1 fhould acknowledge that it is 2 very commion

cuftom *among -the ‘men ‘of this country to ex-

change a night’s Todging with each other’s wives.

But this is fo far from bemg confidered as an ad
which is criminal, that it is efteemed by them as
one of the ftrongeft ties of frxendith between two
families ; and in cafe of the death of eithier man,’
the other confiders himfelf bound 'to fupport the
children of the deceafed. Thofe people are fo far

from viewing this engagement as a miere ceremo- |

ny, like' moft of our Chriftian god-fathers and
god-mothers, who, notwithftanding their vows
are made in the moft folemn manner, and in the
prefence of both God and man,” {carcely ever af.
terward remember what they have promifed,
that there is not an inftance of a Northern In-
dian having once neglected the duty which he is

fuppofed to have taken upon himfelf to perform. .

TheSouthern Indians,. with all their bad qualities,
are remarkably humane and charitable to the wi-

dows and children of departed friends; and as’

their fituation and manner of life enable thermn to
do more a&s of charity with lefs trouble than falls

to the lot of a Northern Indian, few widows or’

orphans are ever unprovided for among them.
* Though the NorthernIndian men make no fcru-
ple of having two or three fifters for wives atone

time, yet they are very particular in obferving a:

proper diftance in the confanguinity of thofe they

K o admxt‘ .

“Jume.
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177‘, admit. to the above-mentioned intercourfe with
- their wives. The Southern Indians are lefs

“"June.

July.

it,

2d.

fcrupulous on thofe occafions ; among them it is’

) not at all uncommon for one brother to make

free w1th another brother s wife or daughter*;
but this is held i in abhorrence by the Northern
Indlans.

By the time the Indlans had killed as many deer
as they thought would be fufficient for the fup.
port of the women during our abfence, it was the
firft of July; and during this time I had two

- good obfervations, both by meridional and double’
" altitudes; the mean of which determined the la.

titude of Congecathawhachaga to be 68° 46
North; and its longitude, by account; was 24"
2" Weft from Prince of Wales’s Fort, or 118 11
Wetft of the meridian of London.
* On the fecond, the weather proved very bad,
Wlth much fnow and fleet; about nine o’clock
at

* Moft of the Southern Indians, as well the Athapufcow and Neheaway
tiibes, are entirely without fcruple in this refpeét. It is notorioufly knows,
that many of them cohabit occafionally with their own tr':others,:and fre-
quently efpoufe their fifters and daughters, [ have known feveral of them
who, after having lived in that ftate for fome time with their danghters,
bhave given them to their fons, and all parties been perfectly veconciled:
toit.

In fa&t, notwithftanding the {'cventy of the climate, the licentioufnefsof
the inhabitints cannot be exce¢ded by any of the Eaftern nations, whofe
luxurious manner of life, and genial clime, feem more adaptedto excite
extraordinary paffions, then the fevere cold of the frigid Zone. -

fristrue, that few of thofe who live under the immediate proteétion of
the Englifh ever take either their fifters or daughters for wives, whichis
probably owing to the fear. of incurring their difpleafure; but it is well
known' that aéts of inceft too often take place among them, though.per-
haps not {o fréquently as among the foreign Indians.
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at night, however, it grew more moderate, and - 17775,
fomewhat clearer, fo that we fet out, and walked *-?fy-‘
about ten miles to the North by Weft, when we -- '
lay down to take a little fleep. - At. our depar.-

ture from Congecathawhachaga, feveral Indians.-

who had entered the war.lift, rather chofe to ftay :

behind with the women ; but their lofs was amp-

ly fupplied by Copper Indians, who accompanied -

us in the double capacity of guides and warriors.

On the third the weather was equally bad with = 3¢
that of the preceding day ; we made fhift, howe- ~
ver, to walk ten or eleven miles in the fame di-
rection we had done the day before, and at laft -
were obliged to put up, not being able to fee our
way for fnow and thick drift. By putting up, -
no more is to-be underfiood than that we got to
leeward of 2 great ftone, orinto the crevices of
the rocks, where we regaled ourfelves with fuch
provifions as we had brought with us, fmoked -
our pipes,-or went to fleep, till the weather per-
mitted us to proceed om our journey.

On the fourth, we had rather better weather, 4.

- though conftant light fnow, which made it very "
difagreeable under foot. We neverthelefs walk-
ed twenty-feven miles to the North- Weft, four-
teen of which were on what the Indians eall the
Stony Mountains; ~and furely no part of the
world better deferves that name. On our firft-
approaching thefe mountains, they appeared to -
be a confufed heap of ftones, utterly inacceffible
te the foot of man : but having fome Copper In-

K2 - dians
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dians with us who knew the beft road, we made-
a’ tolerable fhift to get -on, though not without-
being obliged frequently to ¢rawl on our hands -
and knees Notwithftanding the intricacy of the -
road, there is a very vifible path the whole way

acrofs thefe mountains, even in the moft difficult -
parts: and alfo on the fmooth rocks, and thofe
parts which are capable of receiving-an impreffi-

‘on, the path is as plain and ‘well-beaten, ‘as any-

bye foot-path in England. By the fide of this
path there are, in different parts, feveral large,
flat, or table ftones, which are covered with ma.-
ny thoufands of fmall pebbles.. Thefe the Cop-

_per Indians fay have been gradually increafed by

Sth,

éth.

paflengers going to and from the mines; and on-
its being obferved to us that it was the univerfal
cuftom for every one to add a ftone to the heap,
each of us took up a fmall flone in order to in-
creafe the number, for good luck. ,

Juft as we arrived at the foot of the Stony

‘Mountains, three of the Indians turned back; fay-

ing, that from every appearance, the remainder
of the journey feemed likely to be attended with
more trouble than would counterbalance the
pleafure they could promife themfelves by going
to war with the Efquimaux.
" On the fifth, as the weather -was fo bad, with
conftant fnow, flcet; and rain, that we-could not:
fee our way, we did not offer to move: but the
fixth proving moderate, and quite fair till toward
noon, we [et out in the morning, and walked
about
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about eleven miles to the North Weft; when
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perceiving bad weather at hand, we began to ‘s

look out for fhelter among the rocks, as we had -
done the four preceding mghts, having neither

“tents nor tentpoles with us. The next morning
fifteen ‘more" of the Indians deferted us, being
‘quite fick of the road, and the uncommon bad-
nefs of the weather. Indeed, though thefe peo-
‘ple are all inured to hardthips, yet their com-
plaint on the prefent occafion was not” without
‘reafor ; for, from our leaving Congecathawhac-
haga we had fearcely a dry garment of any kind,
or any thing to fkreen usfrom the inclemency of
‘the weather, except rocks and caves; the beft of
which' were but damp and unwholefome lodg-
ing. In fome the water was conftantly dropping
from the rock that formed the roof, which made
our place -of retreat little better than the open
air; and we had not been able to make one fpark
of fire (except what was fufficient to light a pipe)
‘from the time of our leaving the women on the
fecond inftant; it is true, in fome places there
was a little mofs, but the conftant fleet and rain
‘made it o wet, as to render it as impoffible to fet
fire to it as it would be to a wet fpunge.
We had no {ooner entered our places of retreat
than we regaled ourfelves with fome raw vemfon

‘which the Indians had killed that mornmg,‘

the fmall flock of dried provifiens we took

with us when we left the women being now all.

expended.
Agreeably

Ju Y'.‘».f‘
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Agreeably to our expectations, a very fudden

‘~~v and heavy gale of wind came on from the North

. July.

" - Weft, with fome flying thowers of fmall rain, and
_at the fame time a conftant warm funthine, which
foon diffolved the greateft part of the new-fallen
~fnow. Early in the morning we crawled out of
“our holes, which were on the North fide of the
.Stony Mountains, and walked about eighteen or
“twenty miles to the North Weft by Weft. In
_our way we croffed part of a large lake on the
.ice, which was then far from being broken up.
This lake I diftinguifhed by the name of Buffalo,
“or Mufk-Ox Lake, from the number of thofe ani-

Weft, attended with fo greata fall of fnow,

.that the oldeft Indian in company faid, he never

faw it exceeded at any time of the year, much
lefs in the middle of Summer. The gale was foon

~over, and by degrees it became 2 perfet calm:
‘but the flakes of fnow were fo large as to fur-
pafs all credibility, and fell in fuch vaft quan.

tities, that though the fhower only lafted nine
hours we were in danger of being {mothered in
our caves.

On thefeventh, we had a frefh breeze at North

mals that we found grazing on the margin of it;

.many ‘of which the Indians killed, but finding
_them lean, only took fome of the bulls” hides for
fhoe-foals. At night the bad weather returned,

with a ftrong gale of wind at North Eaft, and
very cold rain and fleet,

This
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This was the firft time we had feen any ofthe [,
- mutk-oxen fince weleft the FaGory. It has been ‘—-'J-w;-l
obferved that we faw a great number of them in _
my firft unfuccefsful attempt, before I had got an
hundred ‘miles from the Fa&ory ; and indeed I
once perceived the tracks of two of thofe animals
within nine miles of Prince. of Wales’s Fort.
Great numbers of them alfo were met with in my
fecond journey to the North: feveral of which
my companions killed, particularly on the feven-
teenth of July one thoufand feven hundred and
feventy, They are alfo found at times in confi-
derable numbers near the fea-coaft of Hudfon’s
Bay, all the way from Knapp’s Bay to Wager
Water, but are moft plentiful within the Arétic
Circle. - In thofe bigh latitudes I have frequently
{een many herds of them in the courfe of a day’s
walk, and fome of thofe herds did not contain
lefs than eighty or an hundred head. - The num-
ber of bulls is very few in:proportion to the
cows; for it is rare to fee more than two or three
full.grown bulls with the largeft herd : and from
the number of the males that are found dead, the
Indians are of opinion that they kili each other
in contending for the females. In the rutting
{eafon they are {0 jealous of the cows, that they
run at either man or beaft who offers to approach
them ; and have been obferved to run and bellow
even at ravens, and other large birds, which
chanced to light near them. They delight in the
moft flony and mountainous parts of the barren
| ~ground,
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1 77 1. ground, and are feldom found at any great dxﬁance

from the woods. Though they are a beaft of great
magnitude, and apparently of 4 very unwieldy in-
a@tive ftructure, yet they climb the rocks with
great eafe-and agility, and are mearly as fure.
footed as'a goat : like it too, they will feed on
any thing; though they feem- fondeft of grafs,
yet in Winter, when that article cannot be had
in fufficient quantity, they will eat mofs, or any
other herbage they can find, as alfo the tops of
willows and the tender branches of the pine tree,
They take the bull in Auguft, and bring forth
their young the latter end of May, or beginning
of June and they never have more than oneat
a time.
*. The mufk-ox, when full grown, is as large as
the generality, or at leaft as the middling fize, of
Englith black céttle*; but their legs, thoughlarge,
are'not fo long; noris their tail longer than that
: ' of

©# Mr. 'Dmggé ﬁz};s, in his voyage, vol. ii. p. 260, that the mwfk-ox is
lIower than a deer, but larger as to belly and quarters; which is very far
from the truth ; they are of the fize I have here deftribed them, and the

‘Indian always eftimate the fleth of a full-grown cow to be equal in quan-

fity to three deer. Iam forry 2l{o to bg obliged to contradict my friend
Mr. Graham, whe fays that the flefh of thxs animat is carried on fledges to
Prince of Wales’s Fort, to the amount of three or four thoufand poundsan-
pually. To the amount of ncaf ohc thoufand pounds may have been
purchafed from the natives in fome particuldr years, but it moze frequent-
1y happens that not an ounce is brought one year out of five. In fa&, it

" is by no ‘means efteemed by the company’s fervants, and of courfe no

great encouragement is given to introduce it; butifit had been otherwife,
their general fituation is fo remote from the fettlement, that it would not
be worth the Indians while to haul it to the Fort. So thatin faét, all that
has ever been carried ‘to Prince of Wales’s Fort, has moft affuredly been
killed out of a herd that has been accidentally found within a moderate

diftance of "the fettlement; perhaps an hundred miles, which is only
thought a {tep by an Indian,
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of  bear; and, like the tail of that animal, it al- 1771.
ways bends downward and inward, fo that itis ==~

entirely hid by the long hair of the rump and
hind quarters: the hunch on thelr thoulders is

not large, being little more in proportion than -

that of a deer: their hair is in fome parts very
long, particularly on the belly, fides, and hind
quarters; but the longe{t hair about them, parti-
cularly the bulls, is under the throat, extendmg
from the chin to the lower part of the cheft, be-
tween the fore-legs ; it there hangs down like 2
horfe’s mane inverted; and is full as long, which
makes the animal have 2 moft formidable appear-
ance. It is of the hair from this part that the
Efquimaux make their mufketto wigs, and not
from the tail, asis afferted by Mr. Ellis*; ‘their
tails, and the hair which is on them, being too
thort for that purpofe. In Wmter they are pro-
vided with 2 thick fine wool, or furr, that grows
at the root of the long hair, and fhields them from
the intenfe cold to which they are expofed during
 that feafon ; but as the Summer advances, this
furr loofens from the fkin, and, by frequently
rolling ‘themfelves on the ground, it works out
to the end of the hair, and in time drops off, leav-
ing little. for their Summer clothmg except the
long hair. This feafon is fo fhort in thofe high
latitudes, that the new fleece begins to appear,
almoft as foon as the old one drops off; fo that
by the time the cold becomes fevere, they are

again provided with a Winter-drefs. -
‘ The

* Voyage to Hudfon’s Bay, p. 232:

July.
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]77 1. - The flefh of the mufk-ox noways refembles that
“m~ of the Weftern buffalo, but is more like that of-
“*7* the moofe or elk; and the fat is of a clear white,
flightly tinged with a light azure. The calves
and young heifers are good eating ; but the flefh
of the bulls both fmells and taftes fo firong of
mufk, as to render it very difagreeable: eventhe
knife that cuts the fiefh of an old bull will fmell fo
firong of mufk, that nothing but fcowring the
blade quite bright can remove it, and the handle
will retain the fcent' for a long time. = Though
no part of a bull is-free from this finell, ~yet the
parts of generation, in particular the urethra, are
by far the moft firongly impregnated. The urine
itfelf muft contain this fcent in a very great de-
gree; for the fheaths of the bull’s penis are cor-
roded with a brown gummy fubflance, which is
nearly as high-fcented with mufk as that faid tobe |
produced by the civet cat; and after having been
kept.for feveral years, feems not to lofe any of

its quality.
8th. On the eighth, the weather was ﬁne and mode-
rate, though net without fome thowers of rain.
‘Early in the morning we fet out, and walked eigh-
teen miles to the Northward. The Indians kill-
ed fome deer ; fo we put up by the fide of a fmall
creek, that afforded a few willows, with which
we made a fire for the firft time fince our leaving
Congecathawhachaga ; confequently it was here
that we cooked our firft meal for a whole week.
This, as may naturally be fuppofed, was well re-
lifhed




NORTHERN OCEAN.

§ lithed by all parties, the Indxans as well as myfelf.

139
1771.

And as the Sun had, in the courfe of the day, “-mv—v
dried our clothing, in fpite of the fmall fhowers "

of rain, we felt ourielves more comfortable than

we had done fince we left the women. - The place"

where we lay that night, is not far from Griz-
zled Bear Hill; which takes its name from the
numbers of thofe animals that are frequently
known to refort thither for the purpofe of bring-
ing forth their young in a cave that is found there.
The wonderful defcription which the Copper Indi-
ans gave of this place exciting the curiofity of fe-
veral of my companions as well as myfelf, we
went to view it; but on our arrival at it found
little worth remarkmg about it, being no more
than a high lump of earth, of a loamy quality, of
* which kind there are feveral others in the fame
neighbourhood, all ftanding in the middle of a
large marfh, which makes them refemble fo many

iflands in a lake. The fides of thefe hills are

quite perpendicular; and the height of Grizzled
Bear Hill, which is the largeft, is about twenty
fect above the level ground that furroundsit.
Their fummits are . covered with a thick fod of
mofs and long grafs, which in fome places pro-
Je€ts over the edge; and as the fides are conftantly
mouldering away, and wathing down with every
fhower of rain during the fhort Summer, they
muft in time be levelled with the marfh in which
‘they are fitnated. At prefent thofe iﬂands, as I
call them, are excellent places of retreat for the
5 | birds
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1 77, . birds which migrate there to breed ; as they can

" July.

gth,

v—=~ bring forth their young in perfc& fafety from

every beaft except the Quequehatch, which, from

the fharpnefs of its claws and the amazing ftrength
of its legs, is capable of afcendmg the moft diffi.
cult precipices.

On the fide of the hill that I went to furvey,
there is a large cave which penetrates a confidera.
ble way into the rock, and may probably have

‘been the work of the bears, as we could difco-

ver vifible marks that fome of thofe beafts had
been there that Spring.  This, though deemed
very curious by fome of my companions, did not
appear fo to me, as it neither engaged my atten.
tion, nor raiféed my furprife, half fo much as the
fight of the many hills and dry ridges on the Eaft
fide of the marth, which are turned over like
ploughed land by thofe animals, in fearching for
ground-fquirrels, and perhaps miice, which con.
ftitute a favourite part of their food. It is fur.

‘prifing to fee the extent of their refearches in

queft of thofe animals, and fill more to view the

-enormous ftones rolled out of their beds by the
‘bears on thofe occafions. At firft I thought thefe

long and deep furrows had been effeéted by light-
ning ; but the natives aflured me they never

-_knew any thing of the kind happen in thofe parts,

and that it was entirely the work of the bears

feeking for their prey.
On the ninth, the weather was moderate and
cloudy, with fome flying fhowers of rain. We
‘ fet
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fet out early in the morning, and walked about- !‘:77'1.
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forty miles to the North and North by Faft. In v~

our way we faw plenty of deer and muﬂ;-_oxéh :

feveral of the former the Indians killed, but a

fmart fhower of rain coming on. juft as we were
going to put up, made the mofs fo wet as to ren-
der it impracticable to light a fire. The next day

proving fine and clear, we fet out in the mor.

ning, and walked twenty ‘miles to the North by

Weft and North North Weit; but about noon .
the weather became fo hot and fultry as to ren- .

der walking very difagreeable; we therefore put
up on the top of a high hill, and as the mofs was
then dry, lighted a fire, and fhould have made a
comfortable meal, and been otherwife tolerably
happy, had it not been for the mufkettoes, which
were uncommonly numerous, and their Rings
almoft infufferable. The fame day Matonabbee

fent feveral Indians a-head, with orders to pro-

ceed to the Copper-mine River as faft as poffible,
and acquaint any Indians they might meet, of
our approach. By thofe Indians I alfo fent fome
{mall prefents, as the fureft means to induce any
firangers they found, to come to our affiftance.
The eleventh was hot and fultry, like the pre-

ceding day. In the morning we walked ten or-

eleven miles to the North Weft, and then met a
Northern Indian Leader, called Oule-eye, and his
family, who were, in company with feveral Cop-
per Indians, killing deer with bows and arrows
and fpears, as they croffed a little river, by the

. fide

July.

10th,

t1th,
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1771 fide of which we put up, as did alfo the above«
“—~- mentioned Indians*. That afternoon I fmoked

July.-

r2th.

13th.

"my calumet of peace with thefe firangers, and
found them a quite different fet of people, at leaft
in principle, from thofe I had feen at Congeca-
thawhachaga : for though they had great plenty
of provifions, they neither offered me nor my
companions a mouthful, and would, if they had
been permitted, have taken the laft garment from
off my back, and robbed ‘me of every article I
poflefled. Even my Northern companions could -
not help taking notice of fuch unaccountable be--
haviour. - Nothing but their ‘poverty protected
them from being plundered by thofe of my crew;
and had any of their women been worth no.
tice, they would 'moft affuledly have been preﬁ'.
ed into our fervice.”

The twelfth was {o exceedmcrly hot and fultry,;’ .
that we did not move ; but earlym the morning-
of the thirteenth, after my companions had taken
what dry provifions they chofe from our unfoci--
able ftrangers, we fet out; and walked about fif-
teen or fixteen miles to the North and North by
Eaft, in expeftation of arriving at the Copper--
mine River that day; but when we had reached
the top of a long chain of hills, between which -
we were told the river ran, we found it to beno
more than a branch of it which empties itfelf in-
to the main river about forty miles from its in-

' flux

* This river runs nearly North Eaft, and in all probability emptics it~
fcif into the Northern Ocean, not far from the Copper River,
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flux.into the fea. At that time all the Copper 1771,
Indians were difpatched different ways, fo that «——

there was not one in company, who knew the
thorteft cut to the main river. Secing fome
woods to the Weftward, and judging that the

current of the rivulet ran that way, we concluded:

that the main river lay in that direcion, and was
not very remote from our prefent fituation. We
therefore direéted our courfe by the fide of it,
when the Indians met with feveral very fine buck
deer, which they deftroyed ; and as that part we
now traverfed afforded plenty of good fire- wood;
we put up, and cooked the moft comfortable
meal to which we had fat down for fome months.
Asfuch favourable opportunities of indulging the
appetite happen but feldom,. it is a general rule
with the Indians which we did not negle&, to ex.
ert every art in drefling our food which the moft
refined fkill in Indian cookery has been able to
invent, and which confifts chiefly in boiling,
broiling, and roafting : but of all the difhes cook-
ed by thofe people, a beeatee, as it is called in their
language, is certainly the moft delicious, at leaft
fora chance, that can be prepared from a deer on-
ly, without any other ingredient. Itis a kind of
haggis, made with the blood, a good quantity of
fat fhred fmall, fome of the tendereft of the flefh,
together with the heart and lungs cut, or more
commonly torn into fmall fhivers; all which is
put into the ftomach, and roafted, by being fuf
pended before the fire by a firing.  Care muft be

taken

July.
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v7y;, taken that it does not get too much heat at firft;

t—~Jas the bag would thereby be liable to be burnt,

' and the contents be let out. When it is fuffici.

ently done, it will emit fteam, in the fame man.

ner as a fowl or a joint of meat; which isas

much as to fay, Come, eat me now: and if it be

taken in time, before the blood and other contents

are too much done, it is certainly a moft delicious

morfel, even without pepper, falt, or any othcr
feafoning.

After regaling ourfelves in the moft plentxfulr
manner, and taking a few hours reft, (for it was
almoft impofiible to fleep for the mufkettoes,) we
once more fet forward, dire@ing our courfe to
the North Weft by Weft; and after walking
about nine or ten miles, arrived at that long with
ed-for fpot, the Copper-mine River.

CHAP.
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Tranfaétions at the Copper-mineRiver, and till we

joined all the women to the South of Cogead
Lake.

Some Copper Indians join us. — Indians s fend three fpies
down the river.—Begin iy furvey.~=Spies return,
and give an account of five tents of Efquimaus.~—In-
dians confult the beft method to fleal on them in the
night, and kill them while afleep.~~Crofs the river.
—Proceedings of the Indians as they advance to-
wards the Efguimaus tents~The Indians begin the
maffacre while the poor Efguimaux are afleep, and

Jlay them all.—Much affeled at ihe fight of one
young woman killed clofe to my feet.~The behaviour
of the Indians on this occafion.—Their brutifb treat-
ment of the dead bodies.—Seven more tents feen on

the appefite fide of the river.—The Indians harafs”
them, till they fly to a fhoal in the river for [afely.
—Behaviour of the Indians after killing thofe E [qui-
maux.—Crofs the river, and proceed to the tents
on that fide.—Plunder their tents, and deftroy their
utenfils.~Continue my furvey to the river’s mouth.
~—Remarks there.—Set out on my return.—drrive
at one of the Coppermines.—Remarks on it.—Many
attempis made to induce the Copper Indians to carry
their own goods to market.—Qbfacles to ite—Villa<
ny and cruelty of Keelfbies to fome of thofe peor In-
dians.—Lcave the Copper-mine, and walk at an
: L amazing
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“amazing rate till we join the women, by the fide of
CogeadWhoie.--- Much foot-foundered.—The appear-
ance very alarming, but foon changes for the better.
—Proceed to the fouthward, and join 1he remainder
of the women and children.—Many other Indians
arrive with them.

E had fcarcely arrived at the Copper-mine

River when four Copper Indians joined

us, and brought with them two canoes. They

had feen all the Indians who were fent from us at

various times, except Matonabbee’s brother and

three others that were firft difpatched from Con.
gecathawhachaga.

On my arrival here I was not a little furpnfed

to find the river differ fo much from the defcrip-

tion which the Indians had given of itat the Fac

tory ; for, inftead of being {o large as to be navi.
gable for fhipping, as it had been reprefented by
them, it was at that part {carcely navigable for an
Indian canoce, being no more than one hundred
and cighty yards wide, every where full of fhoals,
and no lefs than three fallswere in fightat firft view.

Near the water’s edge there-is fome wood; but

" not one trez grows on-or near the top of the hills

between which the river runs. There appearsto
have been formerly a much greater quantity than
there is at prefent; but the trges feem to have

© been {et on fire fome years ago, and, in confe-

quence, there is at prefent ten fticks lying on the

ground, for one green one which is growing l;e
fide
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fide them.. The whole timber appears to have
been, even in its greateft profperity, of fo crook-
ed and dwarfifh a growth as to render it of little
ufe for any purpofe but fire-wood.

Soon after our arrival at the river-fide, three
Indians were fent off as {pies, in order to feeif any
Efguimaux were inhabiting the river-fide between
usand the fea. After walking about three quar-
ters of a mile by the fide of the river, we put up,
when moft of the Indians went a hunting, and
killed feveral mufk-oxen and fome deer. They

_were employed all the remainder of the day and
night in {plitting and drying the meat by the fire.
As we were not then in want of provifions, and
asdeer and other animals were fo plentiful, that
éach day’s journey might have provided for it-
felf, I was at a lofs to account for this unufal ceco-
nomy of my companions; but was foon inform-
ed, that thofe preparations were made with a view
to have viétuals enough ready-cooked to ferve us
to the river’s mouth, without being obliged to
kill any in our way, as the report of the guas,
and the fmoke of the fires, would be liable to
alarm the natives, if any thould be near at hand,
and give them an opportunity of efcaping.

Early in the morning of the fifteenth, we fet
out, when I immediately began my furvey, which
I centinued about ten miles down the river, till
heavy rain coming on we were obliged to put up;
and the place where we lay that night was the
end, or edge of the woods, the whole fpace be-

L2 . tween

1771,
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tween it and the fea being eatirely barren hiils

«—~— and wide open marfhes. In the courfe of this

July.

16th,

day’s furvey, Ifound the river as full of fhoals as
the part which 1had feen before; and in many
places it was fo greatly diminithed in its width,

~ thatin our w3y we paffed by two more capital falls,

Early in the morning of the fixteenth, the wea-
ther being fine and pleafant, I again proceed-
ed with my furvey, and continued it for ten
miles farther down the river ; but fiill found it
the fame as before, being every where full of falls
and fhoals. At this time (it being about noon)
the three men who had been fent as fpies met us

-on their return, and informed my ecmpanions

that five tents of Efquimaux were on the weft

fide of the river. The fituation, they faid, was

very convenient for furprizing them; and, ac
cording to their account, I judged if to be about
twelve miles from the place we met the fpies.
When the Indians received this intelligence, no
farther attendance or attention was paid to my
furvey, but their whole thoughts were immedi-
ately engaged in planning the beit method of at-
tack, and how they might feal on the poor Ef
quimaux the enfuing night, and kill them all
while afleep. Vo accomplifh this bloody defign
more effeGtually, the Indians thought it neceflary
to crofs the river as foon as poffible ; and, by the
account of the fpies, it appeared that no part was
more convenient for the purpofe than that where
we had met them, it being there very fimooth,
' and
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and at a confiderable diftance from any fall. Ac-
cordingly, after the Indians had put ali their guns;
fpears, targets, &c. in good order, we croffed the
river, which took up fome time.

When wearrived on the Weft fide of the river,
each painted the front of his target or {hield;
fome with the figure of the Sun, others with that
of the Moon,. feveral with different kinds of birds
and beafts of prey, arid many with the images of
imaginary beings, which, according to their filly

notions, are the inhabitants of the different ele-,

ments, Earth, Sea, Air, &c.
On enquiring the reafon of their doing fo, I
learned that each man painted his fhield with the

image of that bemor on which he relied moft for ‘

fuccefs in the mtended engagement. Some were
contented with a fingle reprefentation; while
others, doubtful, as I fuppofe, of the quality and
power of any fingle being, had their fhields cover-
ed to the very margin with a group of hierogly-
phics quite unintelligible to every one except the
painter. Indeed, from the hurry in which this
bufinefs was neceffarily done, the want of every
colour but red and black, and the deficiency of
fkillin the artift, moft of thofe paintings had more
the appearance of a number of accidental blotch-
es, than * of any thing that is on the earth, or in
“ the water under the earth;” and though fome
few of them conveyed a tolerable idea of the
thing intended, yet even thefe were many degrees
worle than our country fignpaintings in England.

When

149
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When this piece of fuperftition was complq}t‘ed,

L~~~ we began to advance towards the Efquimaux

July.

tents; but were very careful to avoid crofling any
hills, or talking loud, for fear of being feen or
overheard by the inhabitants ; by which means
the diftance was not only much greater-than it
otherwife would have been, but, for the fake of
keeping in the loweft grounds, we were obliged
to walk through eatire fwamps of ftiff marly clay,
fometimes up to the knces. Our courfe, howe-
ver, on this occafion, though very ferpentine, was
not altogether {o remote from the river as entire-
ly to exclude me from a view of it the whole way:
on the contrary, feveral times {(according to the
fituation of the ground) we advanced fo near it,
as to give mean opportunity of convincing my-
felf that it was as unnavigable as it was'in thofe
parts which I had furveyed before, and which
entirely correfponded with the accounts given of
it by the {pies.

It is perhaps worth remarking, that my crew,
though an undifciplined rabble, and by no means
accuftomed to war or command, feemingly acted
on this horrid occafion with the utmoft uniformi.
ty of fentiment. There was not irnong them the
leaft altercation or feparate opinion; all were
united in the general caufe, and as ready to fok-
low where Matonabbee led, as he appeared to be
ready to lead, accerding to the advice of an old
Copper Indian, who had joined us on our firft ar-
rival at the river where this bloody bufinefs was
firlk propofed.

Never
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Never was reciprocity of intereft more general- iyv1,
iy regarded among a number of people, than it ===

was on the prefent occafion by my crew, for not
one was a moment in want of any thing that

another could fpare; and if ever the fpirit of .

difinterefted friendfhip expanded the heart of a
Northern Indian, it was here exhibited in the
moft extenfive meaning of the word. Property
of every kind that could be of general ufe now
ceafed to be private, and every one who had any
thing which came under that defcription, feemed
proud of an opportunity of giving it, or lending

. it to thofe who had none, or were moft in want
of it. ‘ o

The number of my crew was fo much greater,
than that which five tents could contain, and the
" warlike manner in which they were equipped fo
greatly fuperior to what could be expected of the
poor Efquimaux, that no lefs than a total maffa-
cre of every one of them was likely to be the cafe,
unlefs Providence fhould work a miracle for their
deliverance. ' ‘

The land was fo fituated that we walked under
cover of the rocks and hilis till we were within
‘two hundred yards. of the tents. There we lay
in ambuth for fome time, watching the motions
of the Efquimaux ; and here the Indians would
have advifed me to ftay till the fight was over,
but to this I could by no means confent; for I
confidered that when the Efquimaux came to be
furprifed, they would try every way to efcape,

and

July.
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S 1571. and if they found me alone, not knowmu me

“-‘V\-’from an enemy, they would probably proceed to

o T violence againft me when no perfon was near to

affift. For this reafon I determined to accompa-

ny them, telling them at the fame time, that I

would not have any hand in the murder they were

about to commit, unlefs I found it neceffary for

my own fafety. The Indians were not difpleafed

at this propofal ; one of them immediately fixed

me a fpear, and another lent me a broad bayonet

for my protection, but at that time 1 could not be

provided with a target; nor did I want to be en-

cumbered with fuch an unneceffary piece of
lumber. ‘

While we lay in ambuﬂ1 the Indlans perform-
ed the laft ceremonies which were thought necef-
fary before the engagement. Thefe chiefly con-
fited in painting their faces; fome all black,
fome all red, and others with 2 mixture of the
two; and to prevent their hair from blowing in-
to their eyes, it was either tied before and
behind, and on both {fides, orelfe cut fhort all
round. The next thing they confidered was to
make themfelves as light as poffible for running;
which they did, by pulling off their fiockings,
and either cutting off the fleeves of their jackets,
or rolling them up clofe to their arm-pits; and
though the mufkettoes at that time were {fo nu-
merous as to furpafs all credibility, yet fome of
the Indians atually pulled off their jackets and_

entered
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* entered the lifis quite naked, except their breech- 771
cloths and fhoes. Fearing I might have occafion e
to run with the reft, I thought it ~l{o advifeable to e
pull off my ftockings and cap, and to tie- my hair

“as clofe up as poflible.

By the time the Indians had made themfelves
thus completely frightful, it was near oné o’clock
in the'morning of the feventeenth; when find- . 1sth
ing all the Efquimaux quiet in their tents, they
ruthed forth from their ambufcade, and fell on
the poor unfufpedting creatures, unperceived tiil

cdofe to the very eves of the tents, when they
foon began the bloody maﬁao:c, while I ftood
neuter in the rear.

Ina few feconds the horrible fcene commenced ;
it was fhocking beycnd defcription ; the poor un-
happy victims were furprifed in the midft of their
fleep, and had neither time nor power to make
any refiftance ; men, women, 2nd children, in all
upwards of twenty, ran out of their tents flark
naked, and endeavoured to make their efcape;
but the Indians having pofieffion of all the land-
fide, to no place could they fly for fhelter. One
alternative only remained, that of jumping into
the river; but, as none of them attempted it,
they all fell a facrifice to Indian barbarity !

The fhrieks and groans of the poor expiring
wretches were truly dreadful; and my horror
was much increafed at feeing a.young girl, fee-
mingly about eighteen years of age; killed fo near
me, that when the firft' {pear was ftuck into her

fide
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‘1771, fide the fell down at my feet, and twifted round
=~y my legs, fo that it was with difficulty that I could

July.

“difengage myvfelf from her dying grafps. As

two Indian men purfued this unfortunate vi&tim,
I folicited very hard for her life ; but the murder.
ers made no reply till they had ftuck both their

-{pears through her body, and transfixed her to

the ground. They then looked me fternly in the
face,” and began' to ridicule me, by afking if I
wanted an Efquimaux wife; and paid not the
fmalleft regard to the “thrieks and agony of the
poor wretch, who was twining round their fpears
like an eel! Indeed, after receiving much abufive

- language from them on the occafion, I was at

length obliged to defire that they would be more

“expeditious in difpatching their victim out of her

mifery, otherwife I fhould be obliged, out of pity,

~ to aflift'In the friendly office of putting an end to

the exiftence of a fellow-creature who was {o cru-

“elly wounded. On this requeft being made, one

of the Indians haftily drew his fpear from the

‘place where it was firlt lodged, and pierced it

through her breaft near the heart. The love of
1ifé, however, even in this moft miferable ftate,
was {o predominant, that though this might juft-
Iy be called the moft- merciful act that could be
done for the poor creature, it feemed to. be un-
welcome, for though much exhaufted by pain and
lofs of blood, the made feveral efforts to ward off
the friendly blow. My fituation and the terror

of my mind at beholding this butchery, cannet
eafily
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eaﬁly be concelved much lefs defcribed ; thoagh 771,
i fummed up all the fortitude I was maﬁer of “—~

on the occafion, it was with difficulty that I could
refrain from tears; and I am confident that my
features muft have feelingly exprefled how fincere-
Ty I was affected at the barbarous fcene I then
witnefled ; even at this hour I cannot refleét on

the tranfactions of that horrid day without fhed-

ding tears,

T he brutith manuner in whxch thefe favages ufed
the bodies they had fo cruelly bereaved of life
was fo fhocking, that it would be indecent to
deferibe it ; particularly their curiofity in exa-
mining, and thé remarks they made, on the for-
mation of the women ; which, they pretended
to fay, differed materially from that of their own.
For my own part [ muft acknowledge, that how-
ever favourable the -opportunity for determining
that point might have been, yet my theughts at
the time were too much agitated to admit of any
fuch remarks; and I firmly believe, that had
there a&ually been as much difference between
them as there is faid to be between the Hottentots
and thofe of Europe, it would not have beea in

my power to bave marked the diftindtion. I

have reafon to think, however, that there is no
ground for the affertion ; and really believe that
the declaration of the Indians on this .occafion,
was utterly void of truth, and proceeded only
from the implacable hatred they bore to the whole
tribe of people of whom Iam fpeaking.

When

July.
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* When the Indians had Completed the murde;
of the poor Efquimaux, feven other tents on th
Eaft fide the river immediately engaged their at
tention : very luckily, however, our canoes and

.baggage had been left at a little diftance vp the

river, fo that they had no way of crofling to get
at them. The river at this part being little more
than eighty yards wide, they began firing at them
from the Weft fide. The poor Efquimaux on the
oppofite fhore, though all up in arms,-did not at-
tempt to abandon their tents; and they were fo

unacquainted with the nature of fire-arms, that

when the bullets firuck the ground, they ranin
crowds to fee what was fent them, and feemed
anxious to examine all the pieces of lead which
they found flattened againft therocks. At length
one of the Efquimaux men was fhot in the calfof
his leg, which put them in great confufion. They
all immediately embarked in their little canoes,
and paddled to a thoal in the middle of the river,
which ‘being fomewhat more than a gun-thot
from any part of the thore, put them out of the
reach of our barbarians.

‘When the favages difcovered that the furviv-
ing Efquimaux had gained the thore above men-
tioned, the Northern Indians began to plunder
the tents of the deceafed of all the copper uten-
fils they could find ; fuch as hatchets, bayonets,
knives, &c. after whick they affembled on thetop
of an adjacent ~high hili, and flanding allina

. clufter, fo as to form a folid circle, with their

fpears



. NORTHERN OCEAN. 157

fpears erect in the air, gave many fhouts of vido- 1771
ry, conftantly claﬂnng their fpears againft each‘——'v-d
other, and frequently calling out tima! tima*! by
way of derifion to the poor furvwmg Efquimaux,
who were ftanding on the thoal almoft knee-deep
inwater. After parading the hill for fome time,
it was agreed to return up the river to the place
where we had left our canoes and baggage, which
was about half a mile diflant, and then to crofs
the river again and plunder the feven tents on
the Eaft fide. This refolution was immediately
putin force; and as ferrying acrofs with only
three or four canoes { took a confiderable time,
and as we were, from the crookednefs of the
river and the form of the land, entirely under
cover, feveral of the poor furviving Efquimaux,
thinking probably that we were gone about our
bufinefs, and meant to trouble them no more,
had returned from the fhoal to their habitations,
When we approached their tents, which we did
under cover of the rocks, we found them bufily .
employed tying up bundles. Thefe the Indians
feized with their ufual ferocity; on which, the
Efquimaux having their canoes lying ready in
the water, immediately embarked, and all of
them got fafe to the former fhoal, except an old
man, who was fo intent on colle&ting his things,
that

* Tima in the Efquimaux langrage is 2 friendly word fimilar to wbas
cheer 2,

-1 When the fifteen Indians turned back to th Stony Mountains they
took two or three canoes with them ; fome of our crew that were fent a-~
head as meffengers had not yet returned, whick occafioned the number of
our canoes to be fo fmall,
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1771, that the Indians coming upon him before he
A~ could reach his canoe, he fell a facrifice to their

July.

fury : I verily believe not lefs than twenty had a
hand in his death, as his whole body was likea
cullender. Itis here neceflary to obferve that the
fpies when on the look-out, could not fee thefe
feven tents, though clofe under them, as the bank,
on which they ftood, firetched over them. -

It ought to have been mentioned in its proper
place, that in making our retreat up the river,
after killing the Efquimaux on the Weft fide, we
faw an old woman fitting by the fide of the water,
killing falmon, which lay at the foot of the fall
as thick as a fhoal of herrings. Whether from
the noife of the fall, or a natural defe@ in the old
woman’s hearing, it is hard to determine, but
certain it is, fhe had no knowledge of the tragi

- cal fcene which had been {o lately tranfacted at the

tents, though fhe was not more than two hun
dred yards from the place. When we firft per-
ceived her, fhe feeméd perfedtly at eafe, and was
entirely furrounded with the produce of her la-
bour. From her manner of behaviour, and the
appearance of her eyes, which were as red as
blood, it is more than probable that her fight was
not very good; for fhe fcarcely difcerned that
the Indians were enemies, till they were within
twice the length of their fpears of her. It wasin
vain that fhe attempted to fly, for the wretches
of my crew transfixed her to theground in a few
feconds, and butchered her in the moft favage

' manner.
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- manner. - There was fcarcely 2 manamong them 1571,

who had not a thruft at her with his fpear ; and
many in doing this, aimed at torture, rather
than immediate death, as they not only poked out
her eyes, but flabbed her in many parts very re-
mote from thofe which are vital. .
It may appear firange, that a perfon fuppofed to
be almott blind thould be employed in the bufi-

nefs of fithing, and particularly with any degree |

of fuccefs ; but when the multitude of fith is taken

into the account, the wonder will ceafe. Tncleed ‘

they were fo pumerous at the foot.of -the fall,
that when a light pole, armed with a few fpikes,

which was the inftrument the old woman ufed, .

was put under water, and hauled up with a jerk,
it was fcarcely poffible to mifs them. Some of
my Indians tried the method, for curiofity, with
the old woman’s ftaff, and feldom got lefs than
two at a jerk, fometimes three or four. Thofe
fith, though very fine, and beautifully red, are but
fmall, feldom weighing more (as near as I could
judge) than fix or feven pounds, and in general
much les. Their numbers at this place were al-
moft incredible, perhaps equal to any thing that
is related of the falmon in Kamfchatka, or any
other part of the world. It does notappear that
the Efquimaux have any other method of catch-
ing the fith, unlefs it be by fpears and darts; for
no appearance of nets were difcovered either at
their tents, or on any part of the fhore. Thisis

the cafe with all the Efquimaux on the Weft fide

of

July. _
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1771. of Hudfon’ s Bay; fpearing in Summer, and ang-

e sroncingd
July.

ling in Winter, are the only methods they have
yet devifed to catch fifh, though at times their
whole dependance for fuppvrt is on-that article*,

When

* When the Efquimaux who refide near Churchill River travel in Win.
ter, it is zlways from lake to lake, or from river to river, where they have
formed magazines of provifions, and heaps of mofs for ‘ﬁ_ring. As fome
of thofe places are at 2 confiderable diftance from each other, and fome of
the lakes of confiderable width, they frequently pitch their tents on the
ice, and inftead of having a fire, which the feverity of the climate fo muth
requites, they cut holes in the ice within their tents, and there fit and
arigle for fifh; if they meet with any fuiccefs, the fith are eaten alive out of
the watet; and when they' are thirfty, water, their dfual beverage, is at
hand,

_ When I firft entered into the emplovment of the Fudfon’s Bay Compa-
ny, it was as Mate of one of their floops which was employed in trading
with the Efquimaux ; I had therefore frequent opportunities of obferving
the miferable manner in which thofe people live. In the courfe of our
trade with them wé frequently purchafed feveral feal-fkin bags, which we.
fuppofcd were: full of oil ; but on opening them have fometimes found
great quantities of venifon, feals, and fea-horfe paws, as well as falmons
and as thefe were of noufe to us, we alwaysreturned them to the Indians,
who eagerly devoured them, though fome of the articles had been perhaps
a whole year in that {tatey’ and'thev feemed to exult greatly in having fo
over-reached us in the way of Lrade, as to have fometimes one tln.d of
theif bargain returhed.

This meethod of preferving their food, though it effectually guards it from

_ the external air, and from the flies, docs not prevent putrefadion entire-
Iy, though it renders-its progrefs very flow. Pure train oil is of fucha

quality that it never freezes folid in the coldeff Winters; a happy circum-
ftance for thofe people, who are condemned tolive in the mioft rigorous
climate without the affiftance of fire. While thefe magazines laft, they
have nothing more to do when huriger affails them, but to open one of the
bags, take out-a fide of venifon, a few fzals, fra a-horfe paws, or fome half-

¢ 1 N .
. rotten falmion, 2nd without any preparation, fit down and make a meal;

and the lake or rivér by which they pitch their tent, 2ffords them water,
which is their conftant drink. Befides the extraordinary foad-already men-

tioned, they have feveral other difhes equally difgufting to an Eurcpean '

palate; I will only mention one, as it was more frequently part of their
sepaft when I vifited their tents; than any other, except fith, ThedilhI
allude
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- When the Indians had plundered the feven 1771,
tents of all the copper utenfils, which feemed the \-?TJ

only things worth their notice, they threw all the

tents. and tent-poles into the river, defiroyeda
_vaft. quantity of dried falmon, mufk-oxen fléth, .
and other promﬁ(ms, broke alffthe ftone kettles; g
M and ‘

zliude to, is made of the :aw liver.of a deer, cut in finall pleces of about an

inch fquare, and mixed up withthe contents of the ftomach of the fame

animal; and thefarther digeftion has taken-place, the better it is fuited to

their tafte. It is impoffible to deferibe or conceive the pleafure they feem

to enjoy when eating fuch unaicountable food s nay, 1 hive even feed
them eat whofe handfuls of. maggots that were produced in meat by fy~
blows; and it is their conftarit-cuftom; when their nofes bleed by any acr
cident, to lick their blood into- their months, and fwallow it Indeed, if we

confider the inbofpitable part of the globe they are deftined to inhabit;

- and the great diftreffes to which they e frequently driven by hunger in

confequence ofit, we" fhall no-longer be fuiprized atfindingthey can relith

any thing in common with the meaneft of the animal ¢reation, but rather
admire the wifdom and kindnefsof Providence in forming the palates and

powersof all credtures in fuch-a manner as is beft-adapted to the food, cli-

mate, and every other cl'cumﬁance which may be incident to their refpec-

tive fitnations,

Itisno lefs true, that thefe people, whcn I firft knew them, would not-
eat any of our provifions, fogar, raifins,, figs,-or even bread ; for though
fome of them would put a bit of it into their mouths, they foon fpit it out
again with evident-marks of diflike ; fo that they had no greater relith fo¢
our food than we had for theirs, At prefent, however, they will cat any
part of our provifions, either frefh or falted; and fome of them will drink
a draft of porter, or a fittle brandy and water; and they are now fo far
cvilized, and attached to the Englifh, that Iam perfuaded any of the
company’s fervants who could habituate themfelves to their diet and man-
ner of life, might now live as fecure under their protetion, as under that
of any of the tribes of Indians who border on Hudlon’s Bay..

They live in a flate of perfeét freedom ; no one apparentl) chaimingthe
fuperiority over, or acknowledging the lcaft fabordination 'to another, ex-
cept what is due from children to their parents, or fuch of their kin as take-
are of them when they are young and incapable of providing for thema
felves. 'There is, however, reafon tothinksthat, when grown up to man-
hood, they pay fome attention to the advice of the old men, on acctiint of
their experience.



162

177 I.
Qenrmn prsnd

- July.

x5th.

A JOURNEY TO THE

and, in fa&, did all the mifchief they poflibly
could to diftrefs the poor creatures they could not

‘murder, and who were ftanding on the fhoal be-

fore mentioned, obliged to be woeful fpectators of
their great, or perhaps irreparable lofs.
After the Indi¥ns had completed this piece of

wantonnefs we fat down, and made a good meal

of frefth falmon which were as numerous at the
place where we now refted, as they were on the
Weft fide of the river. When we had finithed
our meal, ‘which was the firft we had enjoyed for
many hours, the Indians told me that they were
again ready to aflit me in making an end of my
furvey. It was then about five o’clock in the
morning of the feventeenth, the fea being in fight
from the North Weft by Welt to the North Eaft,
about eight miles-diftant. I therefore fet inftant-
ly about commencing my furvey, and purfued it

_to the mouth of the river, which I found all the

way fo full of fhoals and falls that it was not navi-
gable even for a boat, and that it emptied itfelf
into the fea over a ridge or bar. The tide was
then out; but I judged from the marks which I
faw on the edge of the ice, that it flowed about
twelve or fourteen feet, which will only reacha
little way within the river’s mouth. The tide

- being out, the water in the river was perfedly

frefh; bu I am certain of its being the fea, or
fome branch of it, by the quantity of whalebone
and feal-fkins which the Efquimaux had at their
tents, and alfo by the number of feals which I

- faw
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faw on the ice. At the mouth of the river, the yy.
fea is full of iflands and fhoals,  as far as [ could «—~

fee with the affiftance of a good pocket telefcope.
The ice was not then broke up, but was melted
-away for about three quarters of a mile from the

‘main thore, and to a little diftance round ‘the

iflands and fhoals. _
By the time I bad completed this furvey, it was
about one in the morning of the eighteenth ; but
-in thofe high latitudes, and at this feafon of the
year, the Sun is always at a good height above

the horizon, fo that we had not only day.light,

but {un-fhine the whole night : a thick fog and

drizzling rain then came on, and finding that

neither theriver nor fea were likely to be of any

ufe, [ did not think it worth while to wait for fair.

weather to determine the latitude exadly by an

obfervation ; but by the extraordinary care I

took in obferving the courfes and diftances when
I walked from Congecathawhachaga where I had
two good obfervations, the latitude may be de-
pendeéd upon within twenty miles at the utmoft.
For the fake of form however, after having had
fome confuitation with the Indians, I erefted a
mark, and took poffeflion of the coaft, on behalf
of the Hudfon’s Bay Company.

Having finithed this bufinefs, we fet out on our
return, and walked about twelve miles to' the
South by Eaft, when we ftopped and took a little

fleep, which was the firft time that any of us had -

dofed our eyes from the fifteenth inflant, and it
M2 was

July.

18th,
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1771. was sow {ix o’clock in the morning of the eigh-
"\ teenth. Here the Indians killed a mufk.ox, but

Juiy.

the mofs bsing very wet, we could not make 2
fire, fo that we were obliged to eat the meat raw,
which wasiatolerable, as it happened to be an old

beaft. -

Before I proceed farther on my return, it may
net be improper to give fome aceount of the river, .
and the country adjacent ; its produétions, and
the animals which conftantly inhabit thofe drea.’
ry regions, as well as thofe that only migrate thi.
ther in Summer, in order to breed and rear their
young, unmolefted by man. That 1 may do
this to better purpofe, it will be neceflary togo
back to the place where I firft came to the river,
which was about forty miles from its mouth.

Befide the flunted pines already mentioned,
there are fome tufts of dwarf willows ; plenty of
Withacumpuckey, (as the Englith call it, and

which they ufe as tea); fome jackafheypuck,

which the natives ufe as tobacco; anda few cran.
berry and heathberry bufhes; but not the leaft
appearance of any fruit. :
The woeds grow gradually thinner and fmaller |
asyou approach the fea; and the laft little tuft
of pines that I faw is about thirty miles from the -
mouth of the river, fo that we meet with no-
thing between that fpot and the fea- fide but bar-

- ren Hills and marfhes,

The general courfe of the river is.about North
by Eaft; but in fome places it is very crooked,
and
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and its breadth varies from twenty yards to four 1551

11

or five hundred. The banks are in general a folid ‘-JAN

rock, both fides of which correfpond fo exadiy
with each other, as to leave no doubt that the
channel of the river has been caufed by fome ter-
rible convulfion of nature; and the fiream is fup-
plied by a variety of little rivulets, that rufh down
the fides of the hills, occafioned chiefly by the
melting of the fnow. Some of the Indians fay,
that this river takes its rife from the North Weft
fide of Large White Stone Lake, whith is at the
diftance of near three hundred miles on a firaight
line; but I can fcarcely think that is the cafe,
unlefs there be many intervening lakes, which
are fupplied by the vaft quantity of water that is
collected in fo great an extent of hilly and moun-
tainous country ¢ for were it otherwifé, I fhould
imagine that the multitude of {mall rivers, which
muft empty themfelves into the main fifeam in
the courfe of fo great a diftance, would have form-
ed a much deeper and fironger current than I dif-
covered, and occafioned an annual deluge at the
breaking up of the ice in the Spring, of which

there was not the leaft appearance, except at Bloo- -

dy Fall, where the river was contracted to the
breadth of about twenty yards. It was at the
foot of this fall that my Indians killed the Efqui-
thaux ; Which was the reafon why I diftinguifhed
it by that appellation. From this fall, which is
ibout eight fniles from the fea-fide, there are veiy
ftw hills, and thofe not high, The land between

them
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1771, themis a fiff loam and clay, which, in fome

July.

parts, produces patches of pretty.good grafs, and
in others tallith dwarf willows : at the foot of the
hills alfo there is plenty of fine fcurvy-grafs.

The Efquimaux at this river are but low in fa-
fture, none exceeding the middle fize, and though
broad fet, are neither well-made nor firong bodi-
ed. Their complexion is of a dirty copper colour ;
fome of the women, however, are more fair and
ruddy. Their drefs much refembles that of the
Greenlanders in Davis’s Straits, except the wo-
men’s boots, which are not ftiffened out with
whalebone, and the tails of their jackets are not
more than a foot long. : '

"Their arms and fifhing-tackle are bows and ar-
rows, fpears, lances, darts, &c. which exadtly re-
femble thofe made ufe of by the Efquimaux in
Hudfon’s Straits, and which have been well de-
fcribed by Crantz*; but, for want of good edge-
tools, are far inferior to them in workmanthip.
Their arrows are either thod with a trianglar piece
of black ftone, like flate, or a picce of copper;
but moft commonly the former.

The body of their canoes is on the fame con-
ftruction as that of the other Efquimaux, and
there is no unneceflary prow-projection beyond
the body of the veflel; thefe, like their arms and
other utenfils, are, for the want of better tools,
by no means fo neat as thofe I have feen in Hud-
fon’s Bay and Straits. The double.bladed pad-

dle

# Sec Hift, of Greenland, vel, i, p. 132—1356.
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dle is in univerfal ufe among all the tribes of this 1771.

people.

Their tents are made of parchment deer-fkins
in the hair, and are pitched in a circular form,
‘the fame as thofe of the Efquimaux in Hudfon’s
Bay. Thefe tents are undoubtedly no more than
their Summer habitations, for I faw the remains
of two miferable hovels, which, from the fituati-
on, the firuéture, and the vaft quantity of. bones,
old fhoes, fcraps of fkins, and other rubbith lying
near them, had certainly been fome of their

Winter retreats. Thefe houfes were fituated on -

the South fide of a hill; one half of them were
under-ground, and the upper parts clofely fet
round with poles, meeting at the top in a conical
form, like their fummer-houfes or tents. Thefe
tents when inhabited, had undoubtedly been co-
vered with fkins; and in Winter entirely over-
fpread with the fnow-drift, which muft have great-
ly contributed to their warmth., They were {o
{mall, that they did not contain more than fix or
eight perfonseach ; and even that number of any
other people would have found them but mifera-
. ble habitations.

Their houfehold furniture chiefly confifts of
flone kettles, and wooden troughs of various
fizes ; alfo difhes, fcoops, and fpoons, made of the
buffalo or mufk.ox horns. Their kettles are
formed of a pepper and falt coloured ftone ; and
though the téxture appears to be very coarfe, and

‘as porous as a drip-flone, yet they are perfectly
tight,

July.
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tight, and will found as clear’ as a china bowl.

L~ Some of thofe kettles are fo large as to becapable

July,

of containing five or {ix gallons; and though it
is impofiible thefe poor people can perform this
arduous work with any other tools than harder
ftones, yet they are by far fuperior to any that
1 had ever feen in Hudfon’s Bay; every one of
them being ornamented with ncat mouldings
round the rim, and fome of the large ones with
a kind of flute-work at each corner. In fhape
they were a long fquare, fomething wider at the
top than bottor, like a knife-tray, and firong
handles of the folid ftone were left at each end to
lift them up.

Their hatchets are made of a thick lump of cop-
per, about five or fix incheslong, and from one
and a half to two inches {quare; they dre bevill-
ed away at one end like a mortice-chiffel. This
is lafhed into the end of a piece of wood about
twelve or fourteen inchés long, in fuch a manner
as to act like an adze: in general they are applied
to the wood like a chiflel, and driven in with a
heavy club, inftead of a mallet. Neither the
weight of the tool nor the fharpnefs of the metal
will admit of their being handled either as adze
or axe, with any degree of {uccefs.

The men’s bayonets and women’s kaives are-
alfo made of copper ; the former are in fhapelike
the ace of fpades, with the handle of deers horn
a foot long, and the latter exadtly refemble thofe
defcribed by Crantz. Samples of both thefe im-

plements
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Among all the fpoils of the twelve tents which
my companions plundered, only two {fmall pieces
of ironi were found; one of which was about an
inch 2nd 4 hialf long, and three eighths of an inch
broad, made into a woman’s knife ; the other was
barely an inch Jong, and a quarter of an inch wide,
This laft was rivetted into a piece of ivory, fo as
to form a man’s knife, known in Hudfon’s Bay
by the name of Mokeatogggan, and is the only in-
firument ufed by them in fhaping all their wood-
work.

Thofe people had a fine and numerous breed of
dogs, with fharp ere& ears, fharp nofes, buthy
tails, &c. exatily like thofe feen among the Ef-
quimaux in Hudfon’s Bay and Straits. They were
all tethered to fiones, to prevent them, as I fup-
pofe, from ¢ating the fith that were fpread all over
the rocks to dry. I do not recolle@t that my
companions killed or hurt one of thofe animals;
buat aftet we had left thé tents, they often with-
ed they had taken fome of thofe ﬁn\, dogs with
them. .

Though the drefs, canoes, utenfils, and many
other articles belonging to thefe people, are very
fimilar to thofe of Hudfon’s Bay, yet there is one
cuftom that prevails among them—namely, that
of the men having all the hair of their heads puU

éd out by the roots—which pronounces them to
' ~ be

5N

16y
plefients I formerly fent horre to James Fitzge- 1951,
rald, Efq. then one of the Hudfon s Bay Com. ==

July.
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be of a different tribe from any hitherto feen ei.

. “—~~ ther on the coaft of Labradore, Hudfon’s Bay, or

Juae.

Davis’s Straits. The women wore their hair at full
length, and exadtly in the fame flile as all the
other Efquimaux women do whom I have feen.
When at the fea-fide, (at the mouth of the Cop-
per River,) befides feeing many feals on the ice,
I alfo obferved feveral flocks of fea-fowl flying
about the fhores; fuch as, gulls black-heads,
loons, old wives, ha-ha-wie’s, dunter geefe, artic
gulls, and willicks. In the adjacent ponds alfo
were fome fwans and geefe in a moulting ftate,
and in the marfhes fome curlews and plover;
plenty of hawks-eyes, (i.e. the green plover,)
and fome yellow-legs; alfo feveral other fmall
birds, that vifit thofe Northern parts in the Spring
to breed and moult, and which doubtlefs return
Southward as the fall advances. My reafon for
this conjectureis founded on a certain knowledge
that all thofe birds migrate in Hudfon’s Bay; and
it is but reafonable to think that they are lefs ca-
pable of withftanding the rigour of fuch a long

‘and cold Winter as they muft neceffarily experi-
eencein acountry which is fo many degrees with-

in the Ardic Circle, as that is where I now

{aw them.

‘That the mufk-oxen, deer, bears, wolves, wol-
varines, foxes, Alpine hares, white owls, ravens,
partridges, ground-fquirrels, common fquirrels,
ermins, mice, &c. are the conftant inhabitants of
thofe parts, is not to be doubted. In many places,
by the fides of the hills, where the fnow fay to a

great
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deer waslying in fuch long and continued heaps, «——

as clearly to point out that thofe places had been

their much-frequented paths during the preced-
-ing Winter. There were alfo many other fimilar
appearances on the hills, and other parts, where
the fnow was entirely thawed away, without any
print of a foot being vifibie in the mofs; which
is a certain proof that thefe long ridges of dung
muft have been dropped in the fnow as the beafts
were paffing and repafling over it in the Winter.
There are likewife fimilar proofs that the Alpine
hare and the partridge do not migrate, but remain
there the whole year: the latter we found in
confiderable flocks among the tufts of willows
which grow near the fea. ' '

It is perhaps not generally known, even to the

curious, therefore may not be unworthy of obfer-
vation, that the dung of the mufk.ox, though fo
large an animal, is not larger, and at the fame time
{o near the fhape and colour of that of the Alpine
hare, that the difference is not eafily diftinguifh-
ed but by the natives, though in general the quan.
tity may lead to a difcovery of the animal to
which it belongs.

I did not fee any birds peculiar to thofe parts,
except what the Copper Indians call the ¢ Alarm
¢ Bird,” or Bird of Warning.” In fize and co-
lour it refembles a Cobadekoock, and is of the
owl genus. The name is faid to be well adapted
to its qualities ; for when it perceives any people,

or

]uly.
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17 /; ot besft, it diredts its way fowards theth imme.
Vo dmxely, " and after hovering over them fome
e titiie,2flies round them in circles, or goes a-head
id the ﬁtme diretion in which they walk., They
reépéat théir vifits fréquently ; and if they fee any
Sther moving objects, fiy alternately from one
party to the othér, hoverover them for fome time,
arid make a loud fcreaming noife, like the crying
of d child. In this manner they are faid fome-
times to follow pafléengersa whole day. The Cop-
per Indidns put. gréat ¢onfidence in thofe birds,
ind fay they are frequéntly apprized by them of
the approach of ftrangérs, and cofidufted by
them to herds of deer and muik-oxen ; which,
without their afliftance, in all probability, they ne.

ver could have found.

Thé Efquimdux feem not to have imbited the
fame opirion of thofe birds; for if they had, they
inft have beén apprized of our approach toward
their tents, becaufe il the time the Indians lay in
imbufh, (before théy began the maffacre,) a
Jarge flock of thofe birds weré continually flying
about, and hovering alternately ovér them and
the tents, making 4 noife fufficiént to awaken any
inan out of the foundeft fleep.

After 3 fleep of five or fix houts we bricé rhore
fet out, and walked eightéeni or ninéteen milesto
the South South E4f}, when we arrived at one of
the copper minés, which lies, from the river’s
rhouth about South South Faft, difftafit dbout
tw2nty-nine of thirfy #hiles.

This
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‘This mine, if it deferve that appellation, is no 1771
: more than an entire jumble of rocks and gravel, «—~—v
which has been rent many ways by an earthquake. Juire
Through thefe ruins there runs 2 fmall river; but
. no part of it, at the time I was there, was more
: than knee-deep.
The Indians who were the occafion of my un.
dertakmg this journey, reprefented this mine to
| be fo rich and valuable, that if a fattory were built
at the river, 2 fhip might be ballafted with the
oar, inftead of fiore ; and that with the fame eafe

é
!
o
g and difpatch as is done with ftones at Churchill
i

ey

River. By their account the hills were entirely
! compofed of that metal, all in handy lumps, like
a heap of pebbles. But their account differed fo
i much from the truth, that I and almof all my
' companions expended near four hours in fearch
of fome of this metal, with fuch poor fuccefs,
that among wus all, only one piece of any fize
could be found. This, however, was remark-
ably good, and weighed above four pounds*. [
believe ‘the copper has formerly been in much
greater plenty; for in many places, both on
the furface and in the cavities and crevices of
the rocks, the flones are much tinged with ver-
digrife.
It may not be unworthy the notice of the cu-
| rious, or undeferving 2 place in my Journal, to
remark,

* This piece of Copper 15 now in the peflefion of the FHuifon's Bay
Company.
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1771, femark, that the Indians imagine that every bit
b~ of copper they find refembles fome object in nas
B ture; ; but by what I faw of the large piece, and
fome {maller ones which were found by my com-
panions, it requires a great fhare of invention to
make this out. Ifound that different people had
different ideas on the fubjeét, for the large piece
of copper above mentioned had not been found
long before it had twenty different names. One
faying that it refembled this animal, and another
that it reprefented a particular part of another;
at laft it was generally allowed to refemble an
Alpine hare couchant : for my part, I muft con-
fefs that I could not fee it had the leaft refem-
blance to any thing to which they compared it.
It would be endlefs to enumerate the different
parts of a deer, and other animals, which the
Indians fay the beft pieces of copper refemble: it
may therefore be {ufficient to fay, that thelargeft
pieces, with the feweft branches and the leaft drofs,
are the beft for their ufe; as by the help of fire,
and two ftones, they can beat it out to any {hape

they with.

Before Churehill River was fettled by the Hud-
fon’s Bay Company, which was not more than
fifty years previous to this journey being under-
taken, the Northern Indians bad no other ‘me-
tal but copper among them, except a fmall quan-
tity of iron-work, which a party of them who
vifited York Fort about the year one thoufand
feven hundred and thirteen, or one thoufand fe-

ven
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ven hundred and fourteen, purchafed; and a few
pieces of old iron found at Churchill River, which
had undoubtedly been left there by Captain
Monk. This being the cafe, numbers of them
from all quarters ufed every Summer to refort to
thefe hills in fearch of copper; of which they made
hatchets, ice-chiffels, bayonets, knives, awls, ar-
row-heads, &c.* The many paths that had been
beaten by the Indians on thefe occafions, and
which are yet, in many places, very perfect,
efpecially on the dry ridges and hills, is furprifing;
in the vallies and marfhy grounds, however, they
are moftly grown over with herbage, {o as not to
be difcerned.

The Copper Indians fet a great value on their
native metal even to this day; and prefer it to
iron, for almoft every ufe except that of a hatch-

et,

% There is a {trange tradition among thofe people, that the firft perfon
who difcovered thofe mines was 2 woman, and that fhe conduéted them to
the place for feveral years; but as fhe was the only woman in company,
fome of the men took fuch liberties with her as made her vow revenge on
them; and fhe is faid to have been a great conjurer. Accordingly when
the men had loaded themfelves with copper, and were going to return, fhe
refufed to accompany them, and faid the would fit on the mine till fhe fank
into the ground, and that the copper fhould fink with her. The next
year, when the men went for more copper, they found her funk up to the
waift, though ftilt alive 2nd the quantity of copper much decreafed; and on
their repeating their vifit the year following, the had quite difappeared,
and all the principal part of the mine with her; fo that after that period
nothing remained on the furface but a few fmall picces, and thofe were
fcattered at a confiderable diftance from each other. Before that period
they fay the copper lay on the furface in fuch large heaps, thatthe Indi-
ans had nothing to do but turn it over, and pick fuch pieccs as would beft
fuit the different ufes for which they intended it.

175
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et, a knife, and anawl: for thefe three neceflary
implements,. copper makes but a very poor fub-
ftitute. When they exchange copper for iron-
work with our trading Northern Indians, which
is but feldom, the ftandard is an ice-chiffel of
copper for an ice-chiffel of iron, or an ice.chiflel
and a few arrow-heads of copper, for a half-worn
haichet; but when they barter furrs with our In-
dians, the eftablithed rule is to give ten times the
price for every thing they purchafe that is given
for them at the Company’s Fa&ory. Thus, a
hatchet that is bought at the Fadory for one
beaver.kin, or one cat-fkin, or three ordinary
martins’ fkins, is fold to thofe people at the ad-
vanced price of one thoufand per cent.; they alfo
pay in proportion, for knives, and every other
{maller piece of iron-work. For a {mall brafs
kettle of two pounds, or two pounds and a half
weight, they pay fixty martins, or twenty beaver
in other kinds of furrs*. If the kettles are not
bruifed, or ill-ufed in any other refped, the Nor-

thern

* What is meant by Beaver in other kind of furrs, muft be underftood as
foilows: For the eafier tradiag with the Indians, as well as for the more
correélly keeping their accounts, the Hudfon's Bay Compary have made 2
full-grown beaver-fkin the fandard by which they rate all other furrs, ac-
cording to their refpedive values. Thus in fevera! fpecies of furrs, one
fkin is valued at therate of four beaser fkins; fome at three, and others
at two; whereas thofe of an inferior quality are rather at onc; and thofe
of &iil lofs value confidered fo inferior to that of a beaver, that from fix
to twenty of their fkins are only valued as equal to one beaver fkin inthe
way of trade, and do not fetch one-fourth of the price at the London ma:-
ket. In this manner the term “Made Beaver™ is to be underlleod,



NORTHERN OCEAN.

177

thern traders have the confcience at times to ex- 1771.

at fomething more. It is at this extravagant
price thatall the Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians,
who traffic with our yearly traders, fupply them-

felves with iron-work, &c. '
From thofe two tribes our Northern Indians
ufed formerly to purchafe moft of the furrs they
‘brought to the Company’s Fadtory; for their own
country preduced very few of thofe articles,
and being, at that time, at war with the Southern
Indians, they were prevented from penetrating
far enough backwards to meet with many ani-
mals of the furr kind; fo that deer-fkins, and
fuch furrs as they could extort from the Copper
‘and Dpg:ribbed Indians, compofed the whole of
their trade; which, on an average of many years,
and indeed till very lately, feldom or ever exceed-

ed {ix thoufand Made Beaver per annum. A
At prefent happy it is for them, and greatly to
the advantage of the Company, that they arein
perfect peace, and live in friendfhip with their
Southern neighbours. The good effeét of this
harmony is already fo vifible, that within a few
years the trade from that quarter has increafed
many thoufands of Made Beaver annually ; fome
years even to the amount of -eleven thoufand
fkins*., Befides the advantage arifing to the
N - Company

¥ Since this Journal was written, the Neithern Indians, by annually vi-

fiting their Southern friends, the Athapufcow Indians, have contradted the
: {mali-

e e
July.
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Company from this increafe, the poor Northers
Indians reap innumerable benefits from a fine and
plentiful country, with the produce of which

" they annually load themfelves for trade, with-

out giving the leaft offence to the proper inha-
bitants.

Several attempts have been made to induce the
Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians to vifit the Com-
pany’s Fort at Churchill River, and for that pur-
pofe many prefents have been fent, but they
never were attended with any fuccefs. And

though

fmall-pow, which has carried off nine-tenths of them, and particularly
thofe people who compofed the trade at Churchill Fattory. The few
farvivors follow the example of their Southern neighbours, arrd all trade
with the Canadians, who are fettled in the heart of the Athapufcow
ceuntry ¢ fo that 2 very few years has proved my thort-fightednefs, and
that it would have been much more to the advaatage of the Company, as
well as have prevented the depopulation of the Northern Indian country,
if they had ftill remained at war with the Southern tribes, and never at.
tempted to better their fituation, At the fame time, it is impoffible to
fay what increafe of trade might not, in time, have arifen from a conftant
and regular traffic with the different tribes of Copper and Dog-ribbed In-
dians. But having been totally neglected for feveral years, they have now
funk into their original barbarifm and extreme indigence; and a war has
enfued between the two tribes, for the fake of a few remnants of iron-
work which was left among them; and the Dog-ribbed Indians were fo
numerous, and fo fuccefsful, as to deftroy almoft the whole race of the Cop.
per Indians,

While I was writing this Note, T was informed by fome Northern Indis
ans, that the few which remain of the Copper tribe have found their way
to one of the Canadian houfes in the Athapufcow Indians country, where
they get fupplied withevery thing at lefs, or about half the price they were
formerly obliged to give; fo that the few furviving Northern Indians, as
well as the Hudfon’s Bay Company, have now loft every fhadow of any fu-
ture trade from that quarter, unlefs the Company will eftablith a fetiles
ment with the Athapufcow country, and underfell the Canadians.
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though feveral of the Copper Indians have vifited 77%.

Churchill, in the capacity of fervants to the Nor-
thern Indians, and were generally feat back load-
ed with prefents for their countrymen, yet the
Northern Indians always plundered them of the
whole foon after they left the Fort. This kind of
treatment, added to the many inconveniencies
that attend fo long a journey, are great obftacles

in their way; otherwife it would be as poflible

for them to bring their own goods to market, as
for the Northern Indians to go fo far to purchafe
them on their own account, and have the fame
diftance to bring them as the firft proprietors
would have had. Butitisa political {cheme of our
Northern traders to prevent fuch anintercourfe,
as it would greatlyleffen their confequence and
emolument. Superftition, indeed, will, in all pro-
‘bability, be a lafting barrier againft thofe people
ever having a fettled communication with our
Faltery; as few of them chufe to travel in coun-
tries {o remote from their own, under a pretence
that the change of air and provifions (though ex-
altly the fame to which they are accuftomed) are
highly prejudicial to their health; and that not
one out of three of thofe who have undertaken
the journey, have ever lived to return. The
firfk of thefe reafons is evidently no more than
grofs fuperftition ; and though the latter is but
too true, it has always been owing to the treache-
ry and cruelty of the Northern Indians, who took
them under their protedtion.

N 2 It

o et
Julg.
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.1771. It is but a few years fince, that Captain Keel-

July.

thies, who is frequently mentioned in this jour-
nal, took twelve of thefe people under his charge,

all heavy laden with the moft voluable furrs;
~ and long before they arrived at the Fort, he and

the reft of his crew had got all the furrs from
them, “in payment for provifions for their fup-
port, and obliged them to carry the furrs on their
account.

On their arrival at Prince of Wales’s Fort,
Keelfhies laid claim to great merit for having
brought thofe firangers, fo richly laden, to the
Fadtory, and affured the Governor that he might,
in future, expe a great increafe in trade from
that quarter, through his intereft and affiduity.
One of the ftrangers was dubbed with the name
of Captain, and treated accordingly, while at the
Fort ; thatis, be was drefled out in the beft man-
ner ; and at his departure,  both himfelf and all
his countrymen were loaded with prefents, in
hopes that they would not only repeat the vifit
themfelves, but by difplaying fo much generofity,
many of their countrymen wouid be induced to
accompany them.

There feems to be great propriety in the con-
duét of the Governor* on this occafion; but how-
ever well-intended, it had quite the contrary ef-
fe&, for Keellhies and the reft of his execrable
gang, not content with fharing all the furrs thofe
poor people had carried to the Fort, determined

to

* Mr. Mofes Norton.,
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to get alfo all the European goods that had been 1771
given to them by the Governor. As neither ‘-—TJ;-'
Keelfhies nor any of his gang had the courage to
kill the Copper Indians, they concerted a deep-
laid icheme for their defiruction ; which was to
leave them on an ifland. - With this view, when
they got to the propofed fpot, the Northern Indi-
ans took care to have all the baggage belonging -
to the Copper Indians ferried acrofs to the main,
and having ftripped them of fuch parts of their
clothing as they thought worthy their notice,
went off with all the canoes, leaving them all
behind on the ifland, where they perithed for
want. When 1 was on my journey to the Fort
in June one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-
two, I faw the bones of thofe poor people, and
had the foregoing account from my guide Mato-
nabbee; but it was not made known to the Go-
vernor for fome years afterward, for fear of pre-
judicing him againft Keelthies.

A fimilar circumftance had nearly happened to
a Copper Indian who accompanied me to the Fort
in one thoufand feven hundred and feverty-two:
after we were all ferried acrofs Seal River, and
the poor man’s bundle of furrs on the South-fide,
he was left alone on the oppofite thore; and no
one except Matonabbee would go over for him.
The wind at that time blew fo hard, that Mato-
nabbee firipped himfelf quite naked, to be ready
for fwimming in cafe the canoe fhould overfet ;
but he foon brought the Copper Indian fafe over,

to
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17%y, to the ho finall mortification of the wretch who
'~ had the charge of him, and who would gladly
iy

22d.

have pofleffed the bundle of furrs at the espence
of the poor man’s life.

When the Northern Indians returned for the
Falory that year, the above Copper Indian put
himfelf under the prote@ion of Matonabbge, whoé

accompanied him as far North as the latitude

64°, where they faw fome Copper Indians, 2mong
whom was the young man’s father, into whofe
hands Matonabbee delivered him in good health,
with all his goods fafe, and in good cder.

Soon after we had left the Coppér-mine, there
came oh a thick fog with rain, and at intervaly
heavy fthowers of fnow. This kind of weather
tontinued for fome days; and at times it was
{o thick, that we were obliged to ftop for feveral
hours together, as we were unable to fee our
way, and the road was reinarkably rocky and
intricate. ‘

At three o’¢lock in the morning of the twenty-
fecond, Matonabbee’s brother and one of the
Copper Indians, who had been firft difpatched a-
head from Congecathawhachaga, overtook us.
PDuring their abfence they had not difcovered
any Indians who could have been ferviceable to
my eéxpedition. They had, however, bten at
thie Copper River, and feeing fome marks fet up
there to dire@t them to return, they had made
the beft of their Wway, and had not fept from the

time
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time they left the river till they joined us, though g4,
the diftance was not lefs than a hundred miles. ==

When they arrived we were.afleep, but we foon.
awakened, and began to proceed on our jour-

ney. ‘That day we walked forty-two miles;
and in our way pafled Buffalo Lake: at night,

we put up about the middle of the Stony Moun. -

tains. The weather was exceflively hot and
fultry. ' _

On the twenty-third, the weather continued
much the fame as on the preceding day. Early
in the morning we fet out, and walked forty-five
miles the firft day, during which the Indians kill-
ed feveral fine fat buck deer.

About one o’clock in the morning of the twen.
ty-fourth, we flopped and took a little refreth.
ment, as we had alfo done about noon the pre-
ceding day; but the Indians had been fo long
from their wives and families, that they promif-
ed not to fleep till they faw them, efpecially as
we were then in fight of the hills of Congecatha.
whachaga, where we had left the laft of them.
After refting about an hour, we proceeded on
our way, and at fix in the morning arrived at
Congecathawhachaga ; when, to our great difap-
pointment, we found that all our women had got
fet acrofs the river before the Copper Indians left
that part; fo that when we arrived, notanIn-
dian was to be found, except an old man and his
family, who had arrived in our abfence, and

was

July,

23d.

24th.
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was waiting at the croffing-place with fome furrs

‘-——;N for Matonabbee, who was {0 nearly related to the

25th.

old man as to be his fon-in-law, having one of his
daughters for a wife. The old man had another
with him, who was alfo offered to the great man,
but not accepted.

Our flay at this place may be faid to have been
of very fhort duration; for on feeing a large
fmoke to the Southward, we immediately croffed
the river, and walked towardsit, when we found
that the women had indeed been there fome days
before, but were gone; and at their departure
had fet the mofs on fire, which was then burning,
and occafiored the fmoke we had feen. By this
time the afternoon was far advanced; we purfued,
however, our courfe in the dire&ion which the
women took, for their track we could eafily dif-
cover in the mofs. We had not gone far, before
we {aw another fmoke at a great diftance, for
which we thaped our courfe; and, notwithftand-
ing we redoubled our pace, it was eleven o’clock
at night before we reached it ; when, to our great
mortification, we found it to be the place where
th= women had flept the night before; havingin
the morning, at their departure, fet fire to the
mofs which was then burning.

The Indians, finding that their wives were fo
near as to be within one of their ordinary day’s
walk, which feldom exceeded ten or twelve miles,
determined not to reft till ther .ad joined them.

Accordingly
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Accordingly we purfued our courfe, and about vas
two o’clock in the morning of the twenty- t'mmm,

fifth, come up with fome of the women, who
had then pitched their tents by the fide of Coge-
ad Lake.

From our leaving the Copper-mine River to this
time we had travelled fo hard, and taken fo little
reft by the way, that my feet and legs had fwell-
ed confiderably, and I had become quite fiff at
theankles. In this fituation I had fo little pow-
er to diret my feet when walking, that T fre-
quently knocked them againft the flones with

fuch force, as not only to jar and diforder them,”

but my legs alfo; and the nails of my toes were

bruifed to fuch a degree, that feveral of them fef-

tered and dropped off. To add to this mifhap,
the fkin- was entirely chafed off from the tops of
both my feet, and between every toe ; fo that the
fand and gravel, which I could by no means ex-
clude, irritated the raw parts {fo much, that for a
whole day before we arrived at the women’s
tents, Ileft the print of my feet in blood almoft
at every ftep I took. Several of the Indians be-
ganto complain that their feet alfo were fore ;
but, on examination, not one of them was the
twentieth part in {o bad a ftate as mine.
- This being the firft time I had been in fuch a
fituation, or feea any body foot-foundered, Iwas
much alarmed, and under great apprehenfions
for the confequences.- Though I was but little
fatigued

Fy.
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fatigued in body, yet the excruciating pain I fuf-

L~ fered when walking, had fuch an effet on my

{pirits, that if the Indians had continued to travel
two or three days longer at that unmerciful rate,
I muft unavoidably have been left behind; for
my feet were in many places quite honey-comb-
ed, by the dirt and gravel eating into the raw
fleth.

As foon as we arrived at the women®s tents, the
firlt thing I did, was to wafh and clean my feet
in warm water ; then I bathed the fwelled parts
with fpirits of wine, and drefled thofe that were
raw with Turner’s cerate; foon after which I be-
took myfelf to reft. As we did not move on the

 following day, I perceived that the {welling

abated, and the raw parts of my feet were not
quite fo much inflamed. This change for the
better gave me the firongeft affurance that reft
was the principal thing wanted to effet a fpeedy
and complete cure of my painful though in reali-
ty very fimple diforder, (foot-foundering,) which
1 had before coniidered to be an affair of the
greateft confequence.

Reft, however, though effential to my fpeedy
recovery, could not at this time be procured ; for

. as the Indians were defirous of joining the remain-

der of their wives and families as {foon as pofiible,
they would not ftop even a fingle day; fo that
on the twenty-feventh we again began to move;
and though they moved at the rate of eightor

nine -
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ty that I could follow them. Indeed the wéather L?N

proved remarkably fine and pleafant, and the

ground was in general pretty dry, and free from’

ftonmes ; which contributed greatly te my eafe
in walking, and enabled me to keep up with the
natives,

On the thirty-firft of July, we arrived at the
place where the wives and families of my compa-
nions had been ordered to wait our return from
the Copper-mine River. Here we found feveral
tents of Indians; but thofe belonging to Mato-
nabbee, and fome others of my crew, had not ar-
rived. We faw, however, a large fmoke to the
Ealtward, which was fuppofed had been made by
them, as no other Indians were expefted from
that quarter. Accordingly, the next morning,
- Matonabbee fent fome of his young men in queft
of them, and on the fifth, they all joined us;
when, contrary to expectation, a great number
of other Indians were with them; in all, to the
amount of more than forty tents. Among thofe
Indians, was the man who Matonabbee ftabbed
when we were at Clowey. With the greateft fub-
miffion he led his wife to Matonabbee’s tent, fet
her down by his fide, and retired, without faying
a word. Matonabbee took no notice of her,
though fhe was bathed in tears; and by degrees,
after reclining herfelf on her elbow for fome time,
the lay down, and fobbing, faid, fee’d dinne, fee’d

dinne !

3ift.

Augult.
it

sth,
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‘1771, dinne! which is, My hufband, my hufband! On

L~ which Matonabbee told her, that if the had re-

Avgif. fpected him asfuch, fhe would not have run 2way
from him; and that fthe was at liberty to go
where the pleafed. On which fhe got up, with
feeming relu@ance, though moft affuredly with a
light heart, and returned to her former hufband’s
tent.

CHAP
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Remarks from the Time the Women joined us
till our Arrival at the Athapufcow Lake.

Several of the Indians fick.— Method ufed by the conju-
rors to relieve one man., who recovers.— Matonabbee
and bis crew proceed to the South Weft.—Moft of the
other Indians feparate, and go their refpective ways.
~—Paf; by White Stone Lake.~Many deer killed
merely for their fkins.—Remarks thereon, and on the
deer, refpecting feafons and places.—Arrive at Point
Lake.~One of the Indian's wives being fick, is left
behind to perifb above-ground.—Weather very bad,
but deer plenty.—Stay fome time at Point Lake to
dry meat,, &c.—Winter fet in.—Super/fitious cuftoms
obferved by my companions, after they bad killed the
E/fquimaux at Copper River.—dA violent gale of wind
overfets my tent and breaks my quadrant.—Some
Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians join us.~Indians
propofe to go to the Athapuftow Country to kill
moofe.—Leave Point Lake, and arrive at the wood’s
edge.~—Arrive at Anawd Lake—Tranfactions
there—Remarkabie inflance of a man being cured
of the palfey by the conjurors.—Leave Anawd Lake
—Arrive at the great Athapufcow Lake.

EVERAL of the Indians being very ill, the

1771,

- 4_F conjurers, who are always the doctors, and

pretend to perform great cures, began to try their
fkili

Auguft,
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1771, ikill to effett their recovery. Here itis neceflary

= to remark, that they ufe no medicine either for

Avgef. jnternal or external complaints, but perform all

their cures by charms. In ordinary cafes, fuck-

ing the part affected, blowing, and finging toit;

haughing, fpitting, and at the fame time uttering

a heap of unintelligible jargon. compofe the whole

procefs of cure. For fome inward complaints;

fuch as, griping in the inteftines, difficulty of

making water, % it is very common to fee

thefe jugglers blowing into the anus, or into the

parts adjacent, till their eyes are almoft ftarting

out of their heads: and this operation is per-

formed iadifferently on all, without regard either

to age or fex. The accumulation of fo large a

quantity of wind isat times apt to occafion fome

extraordinary emotions, which are not eafily

foppreflfed by a fick perfon; and as there is no

vent for it but by the channel through which it

was conveyed thither, it {fometimes occafions an

odd {cene between the doctor and his patient;

which 1 once wantonly called an engagement,

but for which I was afterward exceedingly forry,

as it highly offended feveral of the Indians; par-

ticularly the juggler and the fick perfon, both of

whom were men I much efteemed, and, except

in that moment of levity, it had ever been no lefs

my inclination than my intereft to thew them
every refpect that my fituation would admit,

I have cften admired the great pains thefe jug-

glers take to deceive their credulous countrymen,
while
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while at the fame time they arc indefatigably in-

191
1771.

duftrious and perfevering in their efforts torelieve ‘s

them. Being naturally not very delicate, they
frequently continue their windy procefs fo long,
that I have more than once feen the doftor quit
his patient with his face and breaft in a very dif-
agreeable condition. However laughable this
may appear to an European, cuflom makes it ve-
ry indecent, in their opinion, to turn any thing
of the kind to ridicule.

When a friend for whom they have a particular
regard is, as they fuppofe, dangeroully ill, befide
the above methods, they have recourfe to another
very extraordinary piece of fuperftition; which
isno lefs than that of pretending to fwallow
hatchets, ice-chiffels, broad bayonets, knives, and
the like; out of a fuperftitious notion that un-
dertaking fuch defperate feats will have fome in-
fluence in appeafing death, and procure a refpxte
for their patient.

On fuch extraordinary occafions a conjuring-
houfe is ereted, by driving the ends of four long
fmall fticks, or poles, into the ground at right
angles, fo as to form a {quare of four, five, fix,
or feven feet, as may be required. The tops of
the poles are tied together, and all is clofe cover-
ed with a tent-cloth or other fkin, exaétly in the
ihape of a fmall {quare tent, excépt that there is
no vacancy left at the top to admit the light. In
the middle of .&:is houfe, or tent, the patient is
laid, and is foor: soliowed by the conjurer, or

conjurers,

Luguit.
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conjurers., Sometimes five or fix of them give

ftrip themfelves quite naked, and as foon as they
get into the houfe, the door being well clofed,
they kneel round the fick perfon or perfons, and
begin to fuck and blow at the parts effected, and
then in a very fhort fpace of time fing and talk
as if converfing with familiar fpirits, which they
fay appear to them in the thape of different beafts
and birds of prey. 'When they have had fufficient
conference with thofe neceflary agents, or thadows,
as they term them, they afk for the hatchet, bay-
onet, or the like, which is always prepared by
another perfon, with a long firing faftened to it
by the haft, for the convenience of hauling it up
again after they have {wallowed it; for they
very wifely admit this to be a very neceflary pre-
caution, as hard and compaét bodies, fuch as iron
and fteel, would be very difficult to digeft, cven
by the men who are enabled to fwallow thcm.
Befides, as thofe tools are in themfelves very ufe-
ful, and not always to be procured, it would be
very ungenerous in the conjurers to digeft them,
when it is known that barely fwallowing them
and hauling them up again is fully fuflicient to
anfwer every purpofe that is expected from them.

At the time when the forty and odd tents of
Indians joined us, one man was fo dangeroufly ill,
that it was thought neceffary the conjurers fhould
ufe fome of thofe wonderful experiments for his

recovery; one of them thereforeimmediately, con-
{fented
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fented to fwallow a broad bayonet. Accordingly, 19771,
a conjuring-houfe was erefted in the manner bwemed”
above defcribed, into which the patient was con- angel
veyed, and he was foon followed by the conjurer,
who, after a long preparatory difcourfe, and the
neceflary conference with his familiar fpirits, or
fhadows, as they <all them, advanced to the door
and afked for the bayonet, which was thenready ¢,
prepared, by having a firing faftened to it, and a
thort piece of wood tied to the other end of the
firing, to prevent him from {wallowing it. I
could not help obferving that the length of the
bit of weod was not more than the breadth of
the bayonet : however, as it anfwered the intend-
ed purpofe, it did equally well as if it had been as
long as a hand{pike.

Though I am not fo credulous as to believe that
the conjurer abfolutely fwallowed the bayonet,
yet I muft acknowledge that in the twinkling of
an-eye he conveyed it to—God knows where ;
and the fmall piece of wood, or one exaétly like
it, was confined clofe to his teeth. He then pa-
raded backward and forward before the conjur-
ing-houfe for a fhort time, when he feigned to be
greatly difordered in his ftomach and bowels;
and, after making many wry faces, and groaning
moft hideoufly, he put his body into feveral di-
ftorted attitudes, very fuitable to the occafion. He
then returned to the door of the conjuring-houfe,
and after making many firong efforts to vomit,
by the help of the {firing he at length, and after

tugging at it fome time, produced the bayonet,
Q which
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which apparently he hauled out of his mouth, to
the no fmall furprize of all prefent. He then

-looked round with an air of exultation, ard

firutting into the conjuring-hotfe, where he re-
newed his incantations, and continuved them with-
out intermiffion twenty-four hours. Though I

“was not clofe to his elbow when he performed

theabove feat, yet!thought myfelf near enough
(and I can aflure my readers I was all attention)
to have detetted him. Indeed 1 muft confefs
that it appeared to me to_be a very nice piece of
deception, efpecially as it was performed by a
man quite naked. :

Not long after this flight. of-hand work was
over, fome of the Indians afked me what I thought
of it; to which I anf{wered, that I was too far
off to fee it fo plain as I could with; which in-
deed was no more than the firiGteft truth, be-
caufe I was not near enough to dete@ the decep-

-tion. The fick man, however, foon recovered ;
- and in a few days afterwards we left that place

and proceeded to the South Weft.
On the ninth of Auguft, we once more purfued

- our journey, and comrtinued our courfe ir the

South Weft quarter, generally walking about fe-
ven or eight miles a day, All the Indians, how-
ever, who had been in our company, except
twelve tents, firuck off different ways. As to
my{elf, having had feveral days reft, my feet were

. completely healed, though the fkin remamed

very tender for fome time,
From
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From the nineteenth to the twenty-fifth, we 1771,
walked by the fide of Thaye-chuck-gyed Whoie, =~
or Large Whiteftone Lake, which is about forty ;9.1;._2{;;1;
miles long from the North Eaft to the South
Weft, but of very unequal breadth. A river from
the North Welt fide of this lake is faid to runin
a {erpentine manner a long way to the Weftward;
and then tending to the Northward, compofes
the main branch of the Copper-mine River, as
has been already mentioned ; which may or may
not be true. It is certain, however, that there
are many rivulets, which empty themfelves into
this lake from the South Eaft; but as they are all
{mall fireams, they may probably be no more
than what is fuflicient to fupply the conftant de-
creafe occafioned by the exhalations, which, dur-
ing the thort Summer, fo high a Nortbem lati.
tude always affords. ‘

Deer were very plentiful the whole way; the
Indians killed great numbers of them daily, miere-
ly for the fake of their fkins ; and at this time of
the year their pelts are in good feafon, and the
hair of a proper length for clothing.

The great deftruction which is made of the
deer in thofe parts at this feafon of the year on-
iy, is almoft incredible; and as they are never
konown to have more than one young one at a
time, it is wonderful they do not become fcarce :
but fo far is this from being the cafe, that the old-
eit Northern Indian in all their tribe will afirm
that the deer are as plentiful now as they ever have

O 2 . been;
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1771. been; and though they are remarkably fcarce
m"fome years near Churchill river, yet it is faid,

and with great probability of truth, that they are
more plentiful in other parts of the country than
they were formerly. The {carcity or abundance
of thefe animals in different places at the fame
feafon is caufed, in a great meafure, by the winds
which prevail for fome time before; for the deer
are fuppofed by the natives to waik always in the
dire@ion from which the wind blows, except when
they migrate from Faft to Weft, or from Weft to
Eaft, in fearch of the oppofite fex, for the purpofe
of propagating their fpecies.

It requires the prime part of the fkins of from
eight to ten deer to make a complete fuit of warm
clothing for a grown perfon during the Winter ;
all of which fhould, i poffible, be killed in the
month of Augufl, or early in September ; for af.
ter that time the hair is too long, and at the fame
time fo loofe in the pelt, thatit will drop off with
the flighteft injury.

Befide thefe fkins, which muft bein the hair,
each perfon requires feveral others to be drefled
into leather, for ftockings and fhoes, and light
Summer clothing ; feveral more are alfo wanted
in a parchment ftate, to make clew/z as they call
it, or thongs to make netting for their fnow-fhoes,
fnares for deer, fewing for their fledges, and, in
fadt, for every other ufe where firings or lines of

-any kind are required: fo that each perfon, on an

average, expends, in the courfe of a year, upwards
of
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of twenty deer {kins in clothing and other dome-
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ftic ufes, exclufive of tent cloths, bags, and many ‘-

other things which it is impoffible to remember,
and unneceflary to enumerate.

All fkins for the above-mentioned purpofes
are, if poffible, procured between the beginning
of Auguft and the middle of O&ober ; for when
the rutting feafon is over, and the Winter fets in,
the deer-fkins are not only very thin, but in ge-
neral full of worms and warbles ; which render
them of little ufe, unlefs it be to cut into fine
thongs, of which they make fithing-nets, and nets
for the heels and toes of their fnow-fhoes. In-
deed the chief ufe that is made of them in Win-
ter is for the purpole of food; and really when
the hair is properly taken off, and all the warbles
are fqueezed out, if they are well-boiled, they are
far from being difagreeable. The Indians, how-
ever, never could perfuade me to eat the warbles,
of which fome of them are remarkably fond, par-
ticularly the children, They are always eaten
raw and alive, out of the fkin; and are faid, by
thofe who like them, to be as fine as goofeberries.
But the very idea of eating fuch things, exclufive
of their appearance, (many of them being as
large as the firR joint of thelittle finger,) was
quite fuflicient to give me an unalterable difguft
to fuch a repaft; and when I acknowledge that
the warbles out of the deers backs, and the do-
~meftic lice, were the only two things 1 ever faw
my companions eat, of which I could not, or did

‘ not,

Auguft,
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I,ﬂ not partake, I truft I fhall not be reckoned avet.
‘. delicate in my appetite.

A% The month of October is the rutting feafon
with the deer in thofe parts, and after the time of
their courtfhip is over, the bucks feparate from
the does; the former proceed to the Weftward,
to take thelter in the woods during the Winter,
and the latter keep out in the barren (vround the
whole year. This, though a general 1ule, is not
without fome exceptions; for [ have frequently
feen many does in the woods, though they bors
no proportion to the number of bucks. This rule,
therefore, only ftands good refpecting the deer
to the Narth of Churchill River; for the deer
‘to the Southward live promifcuoufly among the
woods, as weil as in the plains, and along the
banks of rivers, lakes, ¥ the whole year.

The old buck’s korns are very large, with ma-
ny branches, and always drop off in the month
of November, which is about the time they begin
to approach the woods. This is undoubtedly
wilely ordered by Providence, the better to ena-
ble them to efcape from their enemies through
the woods; atherwife they would become an ea-
1y prey to wolves and other beafts, and be liable
to get entangled among the trees, even in rang-
ing about in fearch of food. The fame opinion
may probably be admitted of the Southern deer,
which always refide among the woods; but the
Northern deer, though by far the fmalleft in this
country, have mach the largeft horns, and the
branches are {o long, and at tl e fame time fpread
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" $o wide, as to make them more liable to be en-
tangled among the under-woods, than any other
fpecies of deer that I have noticed. The young
bucks in thofe parts do not fhed their horns fo
foon as the old ones: I have frequently feen them
killed at or near Chriftmas, and could difcover
no appearance of their horns being loofe. The
does do not fhed their horns tiil the Summer; {o
that when the buck’s horns are ready to drop off,
the horns of the does are all hairy, and fcarcely’
come to their fuil growth.

The deer in thofe parts are generally in motion
from Eaft to Weft, or from Weft to Eaft, accord-

ing to the feafon, or the prevailing winds; and

that is the principal reafon why the Northern In-
dians are always thifting their ftation. From
November till May, the bucks continue to the
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Weftward, dmong the woods, when their horns

begin to {prout; after which they proceed on
to the Eaftward, to the barren grounds; and the
does that have been on the barren ground all the
Winter, are taught by inftinét to advance te the
Weftward to meet them, in order to propagate
their fpecies. Immediately after the ructing fea-
fon is over, they feparate, as hath been mention-
ed above. The old vulgar faying, fo generally
received among the lower clafs of people in Eng-
iand, concerning the bucks fhedding their yards,
or more properly the glands of the penis, yearly,
whether it be true in England or not, is certainly
fot true in any of the countries bordering on

Hudfon’s
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1771, Hudfon’s Bay. A long refidence among the In.
te—~ dians has enabled me to confirm this aﬁ‘ernon

Augaft.

with great confidence, as I have feen deer killed

every day throughout the year; and when I
have mentioned this circumftance to the Indians,
either Northern or Southern, they always affured
me that they never obferved any fuch {fymptoms.
With equal truth I can aflert, and that from
ocular demonftration, that the animal which is

“called the Alpine Hare in Hudfon’s Bay, actually

undergoes fomething fimilar to that which is vul-
garly afcribed to the Englith deer. I have feen
and handled feveral of them, who had been kill-
ed jult after they had coupled in the Spring,
with the penifes hanging out, dried up, and fhri-
velled, like the naveldtring of young animals;:
and on examination I always found a paflfage
through them for the urine to pafs. 1 have
thought proper to give this remark a place in my
Journal, becaufe, in all probability, it is not gene-
rally known, even to thofe gentlemen who have
made natural hiftory their chief ftudy; and if
their refearches are of any real utility to mankind,
it is furely to be regretted that Providence
thould have placed the greateft part of them too
remote from want to be obliged to travel for
ocular proofs of what they affert in their publica-
tions; they are therefore wifely content to ftay
at home, and enjoy the bleflings with which they
arc endowed, refling fatisfied to colleét fuch in-
formation for their own amuflement, and the

grati-
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gratification of the public, asthofe who are ne- 1771,
ceflitated to be travellers are able or willing to w~u
give them. It is true, and I am forry it is fo, 4"
that I come under the latter defcription; but

hope I have not, or fhall not, in the courfe of this

Journal, advance any thing that will not ftand

the teft of experiment, and the fkill of the moft
competent judges.

After leaving White Stone Lake, we continued
our courfe in the South Weft quarter, feldom
walking more than twelve miles a day, and fre-
quently not half that diftance.

On the third of September, we arrived at ag, . pe.
fmall river belonging to Point Lake, but the wez- 3¢
ther at this time proved fo boifterous, and there
was {o much rain, fnow, and froft, alternately,
that we were obliged to wait feveral days before
we could crofs it in our canoes; and the water
was too deep, and the current too rapid, to at.
tempt fording it. During this interruptios,
however, our time was not entirely loft, as deer
were fo plentiful that the Indians killed numbers
of them, as well for the fake of their fkins, as
for their flefh, which was at prefent in excellent
order, and the fkins in proper feafon for the fun-
dry ufes for which they are deftined.

In the afternoon of the feventh, the weather su.
became fine and moderate, when we all were
ferried acrofs the river; and the next morning .
fhaped our courfe to the South Weft, by the fide
of point Lake. After three days journey, which

' only
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-1791. only confifted of about eighteen miles, we came
m to a few fmall ferubby woods, which were the
firft that we had feen from the twenty-fifth of
May, except thofe we had perceived at the Cop-
per-mmc River.
One of the 1ndian’s wives, who for {fome time
had been in a confumption, had for a few days
paft become fo weak as to be incapable of travel-
ling, which, among thofe people, is the moft de-
plorable ftate to which 2 human being can poffi-
bly be brought. Whether fhe had been given
over by the doctors, or that it was for want of
friends among them, I cannot tell, but certainit
is, that no expedients were taken for her recove.
ry; fo that, without much ceremony, fhe was
-left unaffifted, to perifh above-ground.
Though this was the firlt inftance of the kind
I had feen, it is the common, and indeed the con-
{tant practice of thofe Indians; for when a grown
-perfon is {o ill, efpecially in the Summer, as not’
to be able to walk, and too heavy to be carried,
they fay it is better to leave one who is paft reco-
very, than for the whole family to fit down by
them and ftarve to death; well knowing that they
cannot be of any fervice to the afflited. On thofe
occafions, therefore, the friends or relations of the
iicic generzlly leave them fome victuals and wa-
ter; and, if the fituation of the place will afford
it, a little firing. When thole articles are
pvo d, the perfon to be left is acquainted
ac which the others iatend to gos
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and then, after covering them well up with deer | 1771,
fkins, . they take their leave, and walk away ‘-
CI'YEHO'. September,

Sometimes perfons thus left, recover; and
‘come up with their friends, or wander about till
they meet with other Indians, whom they accom-
pany till they again join their relations. Inftan-
ces of this kind are feldom known. The poor
woman above mentioned, however, came up with
us three feveral times, after having been left in
the manner defcribed. At length, poor crea-
ture! {he dropt behind, and no one attempted to
go back in f{earch of her.

A cuftom apparently fo unnatural is perhaps
not to be found among any other of the human
race: if properly confidered, however, it may
with juftice be afcribed to neceflity and felf-pre-
fervation, rather than to the want of humanity
and focial feeling, which ought to be the charac.-
teriftic of men, as the nobleft part of the creati-
on. Necefiity, added to national cuflom, contri-
butes principally to make fcenes of this kind lefs
fhocking to thofe people, than they muft appear
to the morecivilized part of mankind.

During the early part of September, the wea.
ther was in general cold, with much fleet and
fnow ; which feemed to promife that the Winter
would fet in early. Deer at this time being very
plentiful, and the few woods we met with afford-
ing tent-poles and firing, the Indians propofed to
remain where we were {ome time, in order to

drefs
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drefs kins, and provide our Winter clothing;
alfo to make fnow-thoes and temporary fledges,
as well as to prepare a large quantity of dried
meat and fat to carry with us; for by the ac.
counts of the Indians, they have always experi-
enced a great {carcity of deer, and every other
kind of game, in the diredtion they propofed we
thould go when we left Point Lake.

Toward the middle of the month, the weather
became quite mild and open, and continued fo
¢ill the end of it; but there was fo much con-
ftant and inceflant rain, that it rotted motft of our
tents. Onthe twenty-eighth, however, the wind
fettled in the North Weft quarter, when the wea-
ther grew {o cold, that by the thirtieth ail the
ponds, lakes, and other ftanding waters, were
frozen over {0 hard that we were enabled to crofs
them on the ice without danger. |

Among the various fuperftitious cuftoms of
thefe people, it is worth remarking, and ought
to have been mentioned it its proper place, that
immediately after my companions had killed the
Efguimaux at the Copper River, they confidered
themfelves in a ftate of uncleannefs, which induc-
ed them to practife fome very curious and un-
ufual -eremonies. In the firft place, all who
were abfolutely concerned in the murder were
prohibited from cooking any kind of vi&uals,
cither for themfelves or others.  Asluckily there
were two in company who had not {hed blood,
i

«n

v were employed alwave as cooks tili we join-

'k
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ed the wotien. This circumftance was exceed-
ingly favourable on my fide ; for had there been
no perfons of thé above delcription in company,
that fafk, I was told, would have fallen on me ;
which would have been no lefs fatiguing and trou-
blefome, than humiliating and vexatious.

When the victuals were cooked, all the murde-
rers took a kind of red earth, or oker, and paint-
ed all the fpace béetween the nofe and chin, as well
as the greater part of their cheeks, aloft to the
ears, before they would tafte a bit, and would not
drink out of any other difh, or fmoke out of any
other pipe, but their own; and none of the
others feemed willing to drink or fmoke out of
theirs.

We had no fooner joined the women, at our
return from the expedition, than there feemed to
be an univerfal {pirit of ermulation among them,
vying who thould firft make a fuit of ornaments
for their hu{bands, which confifted of bracelets for
the wrifts, and a band for the forehead, compof-
ed of porcupine quills and moofe-hair, curioufly
wrought on leather.

The cuftom of painting the mouth and part of
the cheeks before each ineal, and drinking and
fmoking out of their own utenfils, was ftrictly
and invariable obferved, till the Winter began to
fet in; and during the whole of that time they
would never kifs any of their wives or children.
They refrained alfo from eating many parts of
the deer and other animals, particularly the head,

entrails,

20%

177t
w; S — —’
Septembet.



206

1771
'-—-\N

September,

O&ober.

6th.

A JOURNEY TO THE

entrails, and blood ; and during their unclean.
nefs, their victuals were never fodden in water,
but dried in the fun, eaten quite raw, or broil-
ed,Phen a fire fit for the purpofe could be pro-
cured.

‘When the time arrived that was to put an end
to thefe ceremonies, the men, without a female
being prefent, made a fire at fome diftance from
the tents, into which they threw all their orna-
ments, pipe-ftems, and difhes, which were foon
confumed to afhes; after which a fealt was pre-
pared, confifting of fuch articles as they had long
been prohibited from eating; and when all was
over, each man was at liberty to eat, drink, and
fmoke as he pleafed; and alfo to kifs his wives
and children at difcretion, which they feemed to
do with more raptures than I had ever known
them do it either before or fince.

Od&ober came in very roughly, attended with
heavy falls of fnow, and much drift. On the
fixth at night, a heavy gale of wind. from the
North Weft put us in great diforder ; for though
the few woods we pafled had furnithed us with
tent-poles and fewel, yet they did not afford us
the leaft thelter whatever. The wind blew with
fach violence, that in {pite of all our endeavours,
it overfet feveral of the tents, and mine, among
the reft, fhared the difafter, which I cannot fuffi-
ciently lament, as the but-ends of the weather
tent-poles fell on the quadrant, and though it was
ina ﬁronf" Wamfcot cafe, two of the bubbles, the

’ index,
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index;, and feversl other parts were broken,
which rendered it entirely ufelefs. This being the
cafe, I did not think it worth carriagz, but broke’
it to pieces, and gave the brafs.work to the Indi-
ans, who cut it into fmali lumps, and made ufe of
it inftead of ball.

On the twenty-third of O&ober, feveral Cop-
per and a few Dog-ribbed Indians came "to our
tents laden with furrs which they fold to fome
of my crew for fuch iron-work as they had te
give in exchange. This vifit, I afterwards found,
was by appointment of the Copper Indians whom
we had feen at Congecathawhachaga, and who,
in their way to us, had met the Dog-ribbed Indi-
ans, who were alfo glad of fo favourable an op-
portunity of purchafing fome of thofe valuable
articles, though at a very extravagant price: for
one of the Indians in my company, though not
properly of my party, got no lefs than forty
beaver fkins, and fixty martins, for one piece of
iron which he had ftole when he was laft at the
Fort*. :

One of thofe firangers had about forty beaver
fkins, with which he intended to pay Matonab-
bee an old debt; but one of the other Indians

{eized

* The piece of iron above mentioned was the coulter of 2 new-fathioned
plough, invented by Captain John Fowler, late Governor at Churchill
River, with which he had a large piece of ground ploughed, and after-
wards fowed with oats: but the part being nothing bat a hot burning
fand, like the Spanifh lines at Gibraltar, the fuccefs may cafily be guefl™
ed; which was, that it did not produce a fingle grain:
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1 /71 feized the whole, notwithflanding he knew it to

Oﬁob

v~ be in fa&t Matonabbee’s property. This treat-
" ment, together with many other infults, which
he had received during my abode with him, made
him renew his old refolution of leaving his own
country, and going to refide with the Athapuf.
cow Indians.

As the moft interefting part of my journey was
now over, I did not think it neceflary to interfere
in his private affairs; and therefore did not en-
deavour to influence him either one way or the
other : out of complaifance, therefore rather than
any thing elfe, I told him, that I thought fuch
behaviour very uncourteous, efpecially in a2 man
of his rank and dignity. As to the reafon of his
determination, I did not think it worth while to .
enquire into it; but, by his difcourfe with the
other Indians, I foon underftoed that they all in-
tended to make an excurfion into the country of
the Athapufcow Indians, in order to kill moofe
and beaver. Theformer of thofe animalsare ne-
ver found in the Northern Indian territories;
and the latter are fo fcarce in thofe Northern
parts, that during the whole Winter of one thou-
{and feven hundred and feventy, I did not fee
more than two beaver houfes. Martins are alfo
fcarce in thofe parts; for during the above peri-
od, I'do not think that more than fix or eight
were Kkilled by all the Indians in my company.
This exceedingly {inall.number, ameng {0 many

people,
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people, may with great truth be attributed to the
indolence of the Indians, and the wandering life

which they lead, rather than to the great fcarcity

of the martins. It is true, that our moving fo
frequently from place to place, did at times make
it not ar- obje¢t worth while to build traps; but
had they taken the advantage of all favourable

éOQ
1771
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Oé&ober.

opportunities, and been poflefied of half the in- -

duftry of the Company’s fervants in the Bay,
they might with great eafe have caught as many
hundreds, if not fome thoufands ; and when we
confider the extent of ground which we walked
over in that time, fuch 2 number would not have
been any proof of the martins being very plen-
tiful.

Except a few martins; wolves, quiquehatches,
foxes, and otters, are the chief furrs to be met
with in thofe parts, and few of the Northern In-
dians chufe to kill either the wolf or the quique-
hatch, under a notion that they are fomething
more than common animals. Indeed, I have
known fome of them fo bigotted to this opinion,
that having by chance killed a quiquehatch by a
gun which had been fet for a fox, they had left it
where it was killed, and would not take off its
fkin. Notwithftanding this filly notion, which
is too frequently to be obferved among thofe
people, it generally happens that there are fome
in every gang who are lefs {crupulous, fo that
none of thofe furrs are ever left to rot; and even
thofe who make 2 point of not killing the ani

. mals
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1771 mals themfelves, are ready to receive their ﬂ;mc'
m from other Indians, and carry them to the Fort
for trade.

3oth, By the thirtieth of October, all our clothing,

_ {nowthoes, and temporary fledges, being com.-

Hovember. pleted, we once morebegan to prepare for moy-
ing; and on the foHowmo day fet out, and walk.
ed five or fix miles to the Southward

- From the firft to the fifth of November we
walked on the ice of a large lake, which, though
very confiderable both in length and breadth, is
not diftinguifhed by any general name; on
which account I gave it the name of No Name
Lake. On the South fide of this lake we found
fome wood, which was very acceptable, being
the firft that we had feen fince we left Point
Lake.

s, No Name Lake is about fifty miles long from
North to South, and, according to the account
of the Indians, is thirty-five miles wide from
Faft to Welt. It is faid to abound with fine fifh;
but the weather at the time we crolied it was fo
cold, as to render it impoflible to fit on the ice
any length of time toangle. A few exceedingly
fine trout, and {ome very Iarge pike, however,
were caught by my companions.

When we arrived on the South fide of the
above lake, we fhaped our courfe to the South
Weft; and though the weather was in general
very cold, yet as we eve ~7 night found tufts of

: wood,
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wood, in which we could pitch our tents, we 1571,
were enabled to make a better defence againit the 3o
weather, than we had had it in our power to do

for fome time paft.

On the tenth of November, we arrived at the icth.
edge of the main woods; at which time the
Indians began to make proper {ledges, fome fnow-
thoes, &@c. after which we proceeded again to
the South Weft. But deer and all other kinds
of game were fo fcarce the whole way, that, ex-
cept a few p~rtridges, nothing was killed by any
in company: we had, neverthelefs, plenty of
the provifion which had been prepared at Point
Lake. _

On the twentieth of the fame month, we ar- szoth.

rived at Anaw’d Whoie, or the Indian Lake.
In our way we croffed part of Methy Lake, and
walked near eighty miles on a fmall river belong-
ing to it, which empties itfelf into the Great
Athapufcow Lake*. While we were 'Walking
on the above little river, the Indians fet fifhing-
nets under the ice every night ; but their labour
was attended with fo little fuccefs, that all they
caught ferved only as 2 delicacy, or to make a
little change in our diet ; for the quantity was too
trifling to occafion any confiderable faving of our
other provifions.

Anaw’d Lake, though fo {mall as not to exceed
twenty miles wide in the broadeft part, is cele-

P2 brated

# The courfe: of this river is nearly South Weil.
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brated by the natives for aboundmg with plenty
of fith durmg the Winter ; accordmtrly the Indi-
ans’ fet all their nets, Whlch weré not 2 few, and
met with fuch fuccefs, that in about ten days t the
roes only were as much as all the women could
haul after them.

' Tittlrneg and barble, with a few fmall pxke,
were the only fith caught at this part ; the roes of
which, partlcularly thofe of the tittimeg, are more
e&eemed by the Northern Indians, to take with
them on a ]ourney, than the fifh itfelf; for about
two noumds ‘weight of thefe roes, when well brulf-
ed, wxll make near four gallons of broth, as thlck
as common burgoe; and if properly managed
will be as Whlte as rice, wh;ch makes it very
pleafing to the eye, and no lefs agreeable to the
palate

The land round this lake is very hilly, though
not mountainous, and chiefly confifts of rocks
and loofe ftones;; 5 there muft, however, be a {mall
portion of foil on the furface, as it is in moft parts
well clothed with tall poplars, pines, fir, and
birch ; partlcularly in the vallies, where the po-
plars, pine, and birch feem to thrive beft ; but
the firs were as large, and in as flourifhing aﬂ:ate_
on the very fummit of the hills, as in any other
part.

Rabbits were here fo plentiful, parucularly on
the South and South Eaft fide of the lake, that
feveral of the Indians caught twenty or thirty in
a night with fnares; and the wood-partridges

\ were
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were 6 nimierous in the fif trées, and fo tame, 1771,
thatI have known an Indian Kill near twenty of Nm
thém in a_day with his Bow and arrows. ~ The
Notthern Indians call this fpemcs of the. partﬁdge
Day; and though their flefhi is generally very -
~ black and bitter, occafioned by their feeding on
the brufhi of the fir tree, yet they make a varlety,
or change of diet, and are thought exceedingly
good, particularly by the natives, who, though
capable of living fo hard, and at tifhes eating ve-
ty ungrateful food, are neverthelefs ds fond of l
vanety as any people whoin I ever faw ; and will
. goas gre'ﬁ lengths, according to their cn‘cumﬁan-
ces, to gratify their palates, as the greateft epi-
cure in England. Asa proof of this affertion, I
have frequently known Matonabbee, and. others
who could afford it, for the fake of variety only,
fend fome of their young men to kill a few par-
tridges at the expence of more ammunition than
would have killed deer fufficient to have raia-
tained their families many days; whereas tiie par-
tridges were always eaten up at onemeal : andto
heighiten the luxury on thefe occafions, the par-
tridges are boiled in a kettle of fheer fat, which it
muft be allowed renders them beyond all deferip-
tion finer flavoured than when boiled in water ot
¢ommon broth. I have zlfo eat deer-fkins boil-
¢d in fat, which were éxcéedingly good.

As during our flay at Anaw’d Lake feveral of
the Iridians, were fickly, the do&ors undertook
t6 adminifter rélief ; particularly to oné man, who

bad
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1771, had been hauled on a fledge by his brother for
Ay two months. His diforder was the dead palfey,
November- wwhich affected- one fide, from the crown of his

head to the fole of his foot. Befides this dreadful
diforder, he had fome inward complaints, with a.
total lofs of appetite ; fo that he was reduced to
a mere fkeleton, and fo weak as to be fcarcely ca-
pable of fpeaking. In this deplorable _condition,‘_
he was laid in the center of a large conjuring-
houfe, made much after the manner as that which
has been already defcribed. And that nothing
might be wanting toward his recovery, the fame
man who deceived me in fwallowing a bayonet
_in the Summer, now- offered to. fwallow a large
piece of board, about the fize of a barrel-ftave, in
order to effect his recovery. The piece of board
was prepared by another man, and painted ac:
cording to the direction of the juggler, with a
rude reprefentation of fome beaft of prey on
one fide, and on the reverfe was painted, ac-
cording to their rude mcthod a refemblance of
thefky. :

. Without entering into 2 long detail of the pre.
parations for this feat, I fhall at once proceed to
obferve, that after the conjurer had held the ne-
ceffary conference with his invifible fpirits, or
fhadows, he afked if I was prefent; for he had
heard of my faying that I did not fec him fwal.
low the bayonct fair : and on being anfwered in
the affirmative, he defired me to come nearer;
on which the mob made a lane for me to pafs,

and
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and I advanced. clofe-to. him, and found him ;444
fanding at the cou}urmg-houfe doot as na&;ed;«s Nm a
he was born. g ,

When the piece of board was dehvered to }um,
he propofed at firft only to fhove_ one-third of-it
down his throat, and then walk round.the com-
pany afterward to fhove down another third ;
and fo proceed till he had fwallowed the whole,
except a fmall piece of the end, which was left be-
hind to haul it up again. When he put it to his
mouth it apparently flipped down his throat like
hghmmg, and only left about three inches ftick-
ing without his lips; after walking backwards
and forwards three. times, he hauled .it up again,
and ran into the conjuring-houfe with great pre-
cipitation. This he did to all appearance with
great cafe and compofure; zod notwithftanding
1 was all attention on thc occafion, 1 could not
detet the deceit; and as to the reality of its be-
ing a piece of wood that he pretended to fwal-
low, thereis-not the leaft reafon to doubt ofiit,
for I had it in my hand, both before and imm{’édi-
ately after the ceremony. : A

To prevent a variety of opinions on- thxs :0CCa-
fion,. and to leffen the apparent magnitude-of the
miracle, as well as to give fome colour tomy
fcepticifm, which might otherwife perhaps appear
ridiculous, it is neceflary to obferve, that this feat
was performed in 2 dark and exceffively cold
-night; and although there was a large fire.at

fome dxﬁance, which reflefted a good light, yet
there
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179;. there ‘'was great. room for collufion : for though

Dovember

¢ conjurer -himfelf was quite naked, there were
feveral of his fraternity well-clothed, who attend-
ed:him very clofe during the time of his attempt-

"mg to fwallow the board, as well as-at thc time of
‘his hauling it upagain.”

« For thefe reafonsit is neceflary alfo to obferve,
that on the day preceding the performance of this
piece of deception, in one of my hunting excur-
fions, T accidentally came acrofs the conjurer as

he was fitting under-a bufh, feveral miles from
‘the tents, where he was bufily employed thaping
" 2 piece:of wood exaltly like that part which ftuck

out-of his'mouth' after he had pretended to fwal-
low the remainder of the piece. The fhape of

the pxece which 1 faw him making was this Y\[ 7
whmh exally refembled the forked end of the main
p;ccg,: the fthape of which was thxs_, { | X

2,
So that when his attendants had concealed the
main piece, it was ealy for him to ftick the fmall
point into his mouth, as it was reduced at the
fmall end to a proper fize for the purpofe.
Similar proofs may eafily be urged againft his
fwallowing the bayonet in the Summer, as no
perfon lefs ignorant than themfelves can poflibly

‘place any belief in the reality of thofe feats; yet
- @n the whole, they muft be allowed a confidera-
‘ble fhare of dexterity in the performance of thofe

tricks, and a wonderful deal of perfeverance in

- what they do for the relief of thofe whom they
-undertake to cure.

Not
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Not long after the above performance had taken 771,
place, fome of the Indians began to atk me What teempienst
Ithought of it. As I could not have any plea I
~ for faying that I was far off, and at the fame time
not caring to affront them by hinting my fufpici-
ons of the deceit, I was {fome time at a lofs for an
anfwer : I urged, however, the impofiibility of a
man’s {fwallowing a piece of wood, that was not
only much longer than his whole back, but near-
ly twice as broad as he could extend his mouth.
On which fome of them laughed at my ignorance,
‘as they were pleafed to call it ; and faid, that the
fpirits in waiting {wallowed, or otherwife conceal-
ed, the flick, and only left the forked end appa-
rently fticking out of the conjurer’s mouth. My
guide, Matonabbee, with all his other good fenfe,
was fo bigetted to the reality of thofe performan-
ces, that he aflured me in the ftrongeft terms,
he had feen a man, who was them in company,
fwallow a child’s cradle, with as much eafe as he
could fold up a piece of paper, and put it into his
mouth ; and that when he hauled it up again,
not the mark of a tooth, or of any v1olence, was
to be difcovered about it.
This ftory fo far exceeded the feats whlch Thad
feer: with the bayonet and board, that, for the
fake of keeping up the farce, Ibegan to be very
inquifitive about the fpirits which appear to them
on thofe occafions, and their form ; when [ was
told that they appeared in various fhapes, for al-
moft every conjurer had his peculiar attendant ;
but
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bui-that the fpirit: which  attended the man:who
pretended to-fwallow - the: piece ‘of wood,. they
faid, generally appeared- to him in:the fhape of 2
eloud. ThisI thought very a-propos.to the pre-
fent occafion; and -1 muft :confefs that I never
had fo thick a cloud .thrown. before my eyes be-
fore or fince; and had it not been by accident, ‘
that I faw him-make a counterpart to'the piece of

 wood faid to ‘be fwallowed, I fhould have been

fiill at a lofs‘how to account for fo extraordinary
a piece of deceptmn, performed by 2 man who
wwas entirely naked. - .
As foon‘as our conjuret had executed the above;
feat; and entered the conjuring-houle.- as already
mentioned, five other men and an old woman,
all of whom were great profeflors of that art,
firipped themfelves quite naked and followed
him, when they foon began to fuck, blow, fing,

and dance, round the poor paralytic; and conti-

nued fo to do for three- days and four mghts,(;

without taking the leaft reft or refrethmerit, not
even fo much as 2 drop of water. When thefe
poor deluding and deluded people carae out of
the conjuring-houfe, their mouths were fo parch-
‘ed with thirft as ‘to be quite black, and their
throats fo fore, that they were fcarc:ly able to

articalate a fingle word, except thofe that ftand
for yes and 7o in their language. o
After folong an abftinence they were very care-
ful not to eat or drink too much at one time,
particularly for the firft day; and indeed fome of
hem,
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them, to appearance,: were almof as'bad.as the 1771,
poor man they had been endeavouring torelieve.
But great part of this was feigned ; for they lay
on their backs with their eyes fized, as if in the
agonies of death, ‘and were treated like young
children; one perfon fat conftantly by them, moi-
ftening their mouths with fat, and now and then
giving them a drop of water. At other times:a
{fmall bit of meat was put into their mouths, or
a pipe held for them to fmoke. This farce only
lafted for the firlt day; after which they feemed
~ to be perfectly well, except the hoarfenefs, which
continued for 2 confiderable time afterwards.
And it is truly wonderful, though the firicteft
truth, that when the poor fick man was taken
from the conjuring-houfe, he had not only reco--
vered his appetite to an amazing degree, but was
able to move all the fingers and toes of the fide
that had been fo long dead.  In three weeks he
recovered {o far as to be capable of walking, and
at the end of fix weeks went a hunting for his
family. He was one of the perfons * particular-
ly engaged to provide for me during my journey;-
and after his recovery from this dreadful difor.
der, accompanied me back to Prince of Wales’s
Fort in June one thoufand feven hundred and
feventy-two; and fince that time he has frequent-
Iy vifited the Fadtory, though he never had a
healthy

R e ol
-November. .

* His name was Cof-abyagh, the Northern fadian name for the Rock
Partridge,
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healthy look afterwards, and at times feemed
troubled with a nervous complaint. It may be
"added, that he had been formerly of a remarka.
ble lively difpofition ; but after his laft illnefs hé
alWays appeared thoughtful, fometimes gloomy,
and, in fa&, the diforder feemed to have changed
his whole nature ; for before that dreadful para.
Iytic firoke, he was diftinguifhed for his good-
nature and benevolent difpofition; was é_n’tirely
free from every appearance of avarice; and thé
whole of his wifhes feemed confined within the
narrow limits of poflefling as many goods as were
abfoiutely neceflary, with his own induftry, to
¢nable him to fupport his family from feafon to
feafon ; but after this event, he¢ was the moft
fraltious, quarrelfome, difcontented, and covet-
ous wretch alive.

Though the ordinary trick of thefe conjurers
may be eafily detected, and juftly exploded, being
no more than the tricks of common jugglers, yet
the apparent good effed of their labours on the
fick and difeafed is not fo eafily accounted for.
Perhaps the implicit confidence placed in them by
the fick may, at times, leave the mind fo perfe&-
ly at reft, as to caufe the diforder to take a favou-
rable turn ; and a few fuccefsful cafes are quite
fufficient to eftablith the dotor’s charadter and
teputatmn But how this confideration could
operate in the cafe I have juft mentioned Iam at
alofs to fay; fuch, however, was the fa@, and I
leave it to be accounted for by others. A
‘ When
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When thefe jugglers take a diflike to, and 1771

threaten a fccret revenge on any perfon, it often -

November.
_proves fatal to that perfon ; as, from a firm be-
lief that the conjurer has power over his life, he
permits the very thoughts of it to prey on his
fpirits, till by degrees is brings on a diforder
which puts an end to his exiftence*: and fome-
times

* As a proof of this, Matonabbee, (who always thought me poffeffed of
this art;) on his arrival at Prince of Wales’s Fort in the Winter of 1778,
informed me, that a man whom [ had never feen but once, had treated him
in fuch a manner that he was afraid of his life; in confequence of which
he preffcd me very much to kill him, though 1 was then feveral hundreds
of miles diftant; -~ On which, to'pleafe this great.man to whom I owed fo
mugh, and not. expedting that any. harm. could. poffibly arife from it, I
drewa fough fketch of two human figures on a piece of paper, in the atti-
tude of wreftling : in the hand of one of them, I drew the figureof a bay-
onet pointiog to-the brealt:of the other. 'This is me, faid I to, Matonab-
bee, pointing to the figure which was_holding_,the bayonet; and the oth_e,,r;
is your enemy. Oppofite to thofe figures I drew a pine-tree, over which
1 placed a large human eye, and out of the tree projeted a human hand.
This paper 1 gave tq Matonabbee, with inftraétions to -make it as-public-
Iy known as poffible, Sure enough, the following year, whenhe came in
to trade, he informed me that the man was dead, though at that time he
was not lefs than three hundred miles from Prince of Wales's Foit, He
affured me that the man was in perfet health when he heard of my defign
againft him; but almoft immediately afterwards became quite gloomy,
and refufing allkind of fuftenance, in a-very few days dicd. After this I
was fregpently applied to on.the fame account, both by Matonabbee and
other leading Indians, but never’ thought proper to comply with their
requefts; by which means I not only preferved the credit§ gained onthe
firft attempt, but always kept them in awe, andin fome degree of refpect
and obedience to me. In fa&, ftrange as it may appear, it is almoft abfo-,
lutely neceffary that the chiefs at this place fhould profefs fomethinga
little fupernatural, to be able to deal with thofe people. The circam-
flance here recorded is a faé well known to Mr, William Jefferfon,
who fucceeded me at Churchill Fattory, as well as to all the officers and
many of the common men who were at Prince of Wales's Fort at"the
time.
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times 4 threat of this kind caufes the death of 2
whole family ; and that without any blood bemg
fhed, or the leaft apparent moleﬁanon bemg of-
fered to any of the parties. ‘

Having dried as many fith and fifh-roes as we
could cenveniently take with us, we once more
packed up our ftores, and, on.the firft day of De-
cember, fet out, and continued our courfe to the
South Weft, leaving Anaw’d Lake on the South
Weft. Several of the Indians bemg out of order,
we made but fhort daysjournies.-

- From the firft to the thirteenth, we walked

‘alonga courfe of fmall Jakes, joined to each other

by fmall rivers, or creeks, that have commumca-
tion with Anaw’d Lake.

. In our way we caught daily a few fith by ang-
ling, and faw many beaver houfes; but thefe
were generally in fo difficult a fituation, and had
fo many ftones in the compofition of them, that
the Indians killed but few, and that at a gteat
expence of labour and tools.

On the thirteenth, one of the Indians killed
two deer, which were the firft that we had feen
fince the twentieth of O&ober. So that during a
period of near two months, we had lived on the
dried meat that we had prepared at Point Lake,
and a few fith ; of which the latter was not very
confiderable in quantity, except what was caught
at Anaw’d Lake. Itis true, wealfo caught a few

rabbits, and at times the wood-partridges were
fo
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numbers_ of them with their: bows and arrows; \=—v—J

but the number of mouths- was fo great, that' all
which was caught from our leaving Point Lake,
though if enumerated, they might appear very
confiderable, would not have afforded us all a
bare fubﬁﬁence, for though I and ‘fome others
expenenced no real want, yet there were many
in our company who could fcarcely be faid: to

live, and would not have exifted at all, had itnot

be¢n for the dry meat we had with us.

When we left the above-mentioned lakes we
thaped a.courfe more to the Southward, and on-
the twenty-fourth, -arrived at the North fide’of"

the great Athapufcow Lake. | In our way we faw
many Indian deer, and beaver were very:plenti-

ful, many of which the Indians killed; but the

days were {o fhort, that the Sun only took a cir-
cuit of a few points of the compafs above the-ho-
rizon, and did not, at its greateft altitude, rife,

December.

24th.

helf-way up the trees. - The brilliancy of" the-

Aurora Borealn, however, and of the Stars; even

without the affiftance of the Moon, made fome:
amends for that deficiency ; for it was frequent-:

ly fo light all night, that I could fee to read a ve-
ry fmall print. '1he Indians make to difference
between night and day when they are hunting of
beaver; but thofe moffurnal lights are always
found infufficient for the purpofe of hunting deer
or moofe.

' Ido
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1771. 1 do not remember to have met with any tra-
oerwd vellers into high Northern latitudes, who remark-
ed their having heard the Northern Lights make
any noife in the air as they vary their colours or
pofition ; which may probably be owing to the
want of perfe filence at the time they made their
obfervations on thofe meteors. I can pofitively
affirm, that in ftill nights I have frequently heard
them make a rufiling and crackling noife, like
the waving of a large flag in a frefh gale of wind.
This is not peculiar to the place of which I am
now writing, as I have heard the fame noife very
plain at Churchill River; and in all probability
it is only for want of attention that it has not
been heard in every part of the Northern hemif-
phere where they have been known to fhine
with any confiderable degree of luftre. Itis, how-

ever, very probable that thefe lights are fome-
times much nearer the earth than they are at
others, according to the ftate of the atmofphere,
and this may have a great effect on the found:
but the truth or falfethood of this conjecture I
leave to the determinations of thofe who are bet-
ter fkilled in natural philofophy than I can pretend

to be. ‘ '

Indian deer (the only fpecies found in thofe
parts, except the moofe) are fo much larger than
thofe which frequent the barren grounds to the

North of Churchill River, that a fmall doe is .
equal in fize to a Northern buck. The hair of
the
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the former is of a fandy red during the Winter;
and their horns, though much fironger, are not
fo long and brauchy as are thofe of the latter
kind. Neither is the flefh of thofe deer fo much
efteemed by the Northern Indians, as that of the
{maller kind, which inhabit the more Eaftern and
Northern parts of the country. Indeed, it muft
be allowed to be much coarfer, and of a different
flavour ; inafmuch as the large Lincolnfhire mut-
ton differs from grafs lamb. I muft acknowledge,
however, that I always thought it very good.
This is that fpecies of deer which are found fo
plentiful near York Fort and SevernRiver. They
are alfo at times found ifi confiderable numbers
near Churchill River; and I have feen them kill-
ed as far North, near the fea-fide, as Seal River:
But the fmall Northern Indian deer are feldom
known to crofs Churchill River, ‘except in fome
very extraordinary cold feafons, and when the
Northern winds have prevailed much in the pre-
ceding fall ; for thofe vifits are always made in
the Winter. But though I own that the fleth
of the large Southern deer is very good, I muft at
the fame time confefs that the fleth of the {mall
Northern deer, whether buck or doe, in their pro-
per feafon, is by far more delicious and the fineft
1 have ever caten, either in this country or any
other ; and is of that peculiar quality, that it ne-
ver cloys. 1 can affirm- this from my own expe-
rience; for, after living on it entirely, as it may
be faid, for twelve or eighteen months fucceflive-

Q ly,
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1771. 17, 1 fcarcely ever withed for a change of food;
‘“—~ though when fith or fowl came in my way, it was

December,

very agreeable.

The beaver being fo plentiful, the attention of
my companions was chiefly engaged on them, as
they not only furnifhed delicious food, but their
fkins proved a valuable acquifition, being a prin-
cipal article of trade, as well as a ferviceable one
for clothing, .

The fituation of the beaver-houfes is various.
Where the beavers are numerous they are found
to inhabit lakes, ponds, and rivers, as well as thofe
narrow creeks which conneé the numerous lakes
with which this country abounds; but the two
latter are generally chofen by them when the
depth of water and other circumftances are fuit.
able, as they have then the advantage of a current
to convey wood and other neceflaries to their ha-
bitations, and becaufe, in general, they are more
difficult to be taken, than thofe that are built in
flanding water.

There is no one particular part of a lake, pond,
river, or creek, of which the beavers make choice
for building their houfes on, in preference to
another; for they fometimes build on points,
fometimes in the hollow of a bay, and often on
fmall iffands; they always chufe, however, thofe
parts that have fuch a depth of water as will refift
the froft in Winter, and prevent it from freezing
to the bottom.

"The beaver that build their houfes in fmall ri-

Vers
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vers or creeks, in which the water is liable to be 1771,
drained off when the back fupplies are dried “Pm
by the froft, are wonderfully taught by infliné
to provide againft that evil, by making a dam
quite acrofs the river, at a convenient diftance
from. their houfes. This I look upon as the moft
curious piece of workmanthip that is performed
by the beaver’; not fo much for the neatnefs of
the work," as for its firength and real fervice;
and at the fame time it difcovers fuch a degree
of fagacity and forefight in the animal, of ap-
proaching evils, as is little inferior to that of
the human fpecies, and is certainly peculiar to
thofe animals.

The beaver-dams differ in fhape according to
the nature of the place in which they are built.
If the water in the river or creek have but little.
motion, the dam is almoft ftraight; but when
the current is more rapid, it is always made with
a confiderable curve, convex toward the fiream.
The materials made ufe of in thofe dams are
drift-wood, green willows, birch, and poplars, if
they can be got; alfo mud and ftones, intermixed
in fuch a manner as muft evidently contribute to
the firength of the dam; but in thefe dams
there is no other order or method obferved, ex-
cept that of the work being carried on with a
regular fweep, and all the parts being made of
equal firength. ' ‘

In places which have been long frequented by
beaver undifturbed, their dams, by frequent re-

Q_2 pairing,
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pairing, become a folid bank, capable of refifting
a great force both of water and ice; and as the
willow, poplar, and birch generally take root
and thoot up, they by degrees form a kind of re-
gular-planted hedge, which I have feen in fome
places fo tall, that birds have built their nefis
among the branches.

Though the beaver which build their houfes in
lakes and other ftanding waters, may enjoy a fufli-
cient quantity of their favourite element with-
out the affiftance of a dam, the trouble of getting
wood and other neceffaries to their habitations
without the help of a current, muft in fome mea-
fure counterbalance the other advantages whick
are reaped from fuch a fituation; for it muft be -
obferved, that the beaver which build in rivers
and creeks, always cut their wood abeve their
houfes, fo that the current, with little trouble,
conveys it to the place required.

The beaver-houfes are built of the fame mate-
rials as their dams, and are dlways proportioned in
fize to the number of inhabitants, which feldom
exceed four old, and fix or eight young ones;
though, by chance, I have feen above double that
number.

- Thefe houfes, though not altogether urwor-
thy of admiration, fall very fhort of the general
defcription given of them; for inftead of order
or regulation being obferved in rearing them,
they are of a much ruder ftructure than their
dams.

Thofe
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Thofe who have undertaken . to defcribe the 1771.
infide of beaver-houfes, as having feveral apart- ;—v—-’

ments appropriated to various ufes; fuch as -eat-
ing, fleeping, ftore-houfes for provifions, and one
for their natural occafions, &°.. muft have been
very little acquainted with the fubjet; or, which
is ftill worfe, guilty of attempting to impole on
the credulous, by reprefenting the greateft falfe-
hoods as real fadts. Many years conftant refi-
dence among the Indians, during which I had
an opportunity of feeing feveral hundreds of thofe
houfes, has enabled me to affirm that every thicg
of the kind 1s entirely void of truth; for, not-
withftanding the fagacity of thofe animals, it has
never been obferved that they aim at any other
conveniencies in their houfes, than to have a dry
place to lie on; and there they ufually eat their
vituals, which they occafionally take out of the
water.

It frequently happens, that fome of the large
houfes are found to have one or more partitions,
if they deferve that appellation; but that is no
more than a part of the main building, left by
the fagacity of the beaver to fupport the roof.
On fuch occafions it is cornmon for thofe different
apartments, as fome are pleafed to call them, to
have no communication with each other but by
water ; fo that in fact they may be cailed double
or treble houfes, rather than different apartments
of the fame houfe. I have feen a large beaver-
houfe built in a fmallifland, that had near a dozen

apart-

ccember.
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apartments under one roof: and, two or three
of thefe only excepted, none of them had any
communication with each other but by water, As
there were beaver enough to inhabit each apart-

ment, itis more than probable that each family

knew its own, and always entered at their own
door, without having any farther conneétion
with their neighbours than a friendly intercourfe ;
and to join their united labours in ereting their
feparate habitations, and building their dams
where required. It is difficult to fay whether
their intereft on other occafions was anyways re-
ciprocal. The Indians of my party killed twelve
old beaver, and twenty-five young and half-grown
ones out of the houfe above mentioned ; and on
examination found that feveral had efcaped their
vigilance, and could not be taken but at the ex-
pence of more trouble than would be {ufficient
to take double the number in a lefs difficult
fituation*.

Travellers who affert that the beaver have two
doors to their houfes, one on the land-fide, and
the other next the water, feem to be lefs acquaint-
ed with thofe animals than others who aflign them
an elegant fuite of apartments. Such a proceed-
ing would be quite contrary to their manner of
life, and at the fame time would render their
houfes of no ufe, either to proteét them from their

enemies,

# The dificulty here alloded to, was the numberlefs vaults the beaver
kad in the fides of tbe pond, and the immenfe thicknefs of the houfe in
fome parts.
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enemies, or guard them’ agamﬁ the extreme cold
in Winter.

The quiquehatches, or wolvereens, are great
enemies to the beaver; and if there were a
paflage into their houfes on the land-fide, would
not leave one of them alive wherever they
came. '

I cannot refram from fmiling, when I read the
accounts of different Authors who have written
on the ceconomy of thofe animals, as there feems
to be a conteft between them, who fhall moft ex-
ceed in fiction. But the Compiler of the Won.
ders of Nature and Art feems, in my opinion, to
have fucceeded beft in this refpeét; as he has not
only colle¢ted all the fiCtions into which other
writers on the fubjeét have run, but has {o great-
ly improved on them, that little remains to be
added to his account of the beaver, befide 2 voca-
bulary of their language, a code of their laws, and
a fketch of their religion, to make it the moft
complete natural kiffory of thatanimal which can
poilibly be offered to the public.

There cannot be a greater impofition, or indeed
a groffer infult, on common underftanding, than
the with to make us believe the ftories of fome of
the works afcribed to the beaver ; and though it
is not to be fuppofed that the compiler of a gene-
ral work can be intimately acquainted with every
fubject of which it may be neceffary to treat, yeta
very moderate fhare of underflanding is furely
{ufficient to guard him againft giving credit to

fuch
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1771 fuch marvellous tales, however fmoothly they
S may be told, or however boldly they may be af-
ecember.
ferted, by the romancing traveller.

To deny that the beaver is poflefled of 2 very
eonfiderable degree of fagacity, would be as ab-
furdin me, as it is in thofe Authors who think
they cannot allow them too much.- I fhall willing-
ly grant them their full fhare; but it is impof-
fible for any one to conceive how, or by what
means, a beaver, whofe full height when ftand-
ing erect does not exceed two feet and a half, or
three feet at moft, and whofe fore-paws are not
much larger than a half-crown piece, can “drive
¢ ftakes as thick as a man’s leg into the ground
¢ three or four feet deep.” Their ¢ wattling
¢ thofe ftakes with twigs;,” is equally abfurd ;
¢ and their “plaiftering the infide of their houfes
“ with a compofition of mud and firaw, and
“ {wimming with mud and ftones on their tails,”
are flill more incredible. The form and fize of
the animal, notwithftanding all its fagacity, will
not admit of its performing fuch feats; and it
would be as impoffible for a beaver to ufe its tail
as a trowel, except on the furface of the ground
on which it walks, as it would have been for Sir
James Thornhill to have painted the dome of St.
Paul’s cathedral without the affiftance of fcaffold-
ing. The joints of their tail will not admit of
their turning it over their backs on any occafion
whatever, as it has a natural inclination to bend
downwards ; and it is not without fome confide-

rable
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on the ground. This being the cafe, they cannot A~
fit erect like a fquirrel, which is their common December.

pofture: parucu_larly when eating, or when they
are cleaning themfelves, as a cat or {quirrel does,
without having their tails bent forward between
their legs; and which may not improperly be call-
ed their trencher. ' _

So far are the beaver from driving ftakes into
the ground when building their houfes, that they
lay moft of the wood crofiwife, and nearly hoii-
zontal, aud without any other order than that of
leaving a hollow or cavity in the middle; when
any unneceflary branches proje&t inward, they
cut them off with their teeth, and throw them in
among the reft, to prevent the mud from falling
through the roof, It is a miftaken notion, that
the wood-work is firft completed and then plai-
ftered ; for the whole of their houfes, as well as
their dams, are from the foundation one mafs of
wood and mud, mixed with ftones, if they can
be procured. The mud is always taken from
the edge of the bank, or the bottom of the creek
or pond, near the door of the houfe ; and though
their fore-paws are fo fmall, yet it is held clofe
up between them, under their throat, that they
carry both mud and ftones; while they always
drag the wood with their teeth.

All their work is executed in the night ; and
they are fo expeditious in completing it, thatin
the courfe of one night I have known them to

have
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have colle@ted as much mud at their houfes as to
have amounted to fome thoufands of their little
handfuls; and when any mixture of grafs or firaw
has appeared in it, it has been, moft afluredly,
mere chance, owing to the nature of the ground
from which they had taken it. As to their de-
fignedly making a compofition for that purpofe,
it is entirely void of truth.

It is a great piece of policy in thofe animals, to
cover, or plaifter, as it is ufually called, the out-
fide of their houfes every fall with freth mud,
and as late as poffible in the Autumn, even when
the froft becomes pretty fevere ; as by this means
it foon freezes as hard as a flone, and prevents
their common enemy, the quiquehatch, from dif-
turbing them during the Winter. And as they
are frequently feen to walk over their work, and
fometimes to give a flap with their tail, particular-
ly when plunging into the water, this has, with.
out doubt, given rife to the vulgar opinion that
they ufe their tails as a trowel, with which they
plaifter their houfes ; whereas that flapping of the
tail is no more than a cuftom, which they always
preferve, even when they become tame and do-
meftic, and more partzcularly fo when they are
ftartled. ' '

Their food chiefly confifts of a large root,
fomething refembling a cabbage-flalk, which
grows at the bottom of the lakes and rivers.
They eat alfo the bark of trees, particularly that
of the poplar, birch, and willow; but the ice

pre-
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preventing them from getting to the land in Win- | vt
ter, they have not any barks to feed upon during «—~—
that feafon, except that of fuch fticks as they cut >**™>
down in Summer, and throw into the water op-
-pofite the doors of their houfes ; ; and as they ge-
nerally eata great deal, the roots above mention-
ed conflitute a chief part of their food during
the Winter. In fummer they vary their diet,

'by eating various kinds of herbage, and fuch
‘berries as grow near their haunts during that
feafon.

When the ice breaks up in the fpnntr the bea-
ver always leave their houfes, and rove about the
whole Summer, probably in' fearch of a meore
commodious fituation; but in cafe of not fuc-
ceeding in their endeavours, they return again to
‘their old habitations a little before the fall of the
leaf, and lay in their Winter flock of woods,
“They feldom begin to repair the houfes till the
froft commences, and never finifh the outer-coat
till the cold is pretty fevere, as hath been already
mentioned. :

When they fhift their habltauona, or when the
increafe of their number renders it neceflary to
make fome addition to their houfes, or to ere&
new ones, they begin felling the wood for thefe
purpofes early in the Summer, but feldom begin
to build till the middle or latter end of Auguft,
and never complete their houfes till the cold wea-
ther be fet in.

Not-
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Notwithftanding what has been fo repeatedly
reported of thofe animals affembling in great bo-
dies, and jointly erecting large towns, cities, and
commonwealths, as they have fometimes been
called, I am confident, from many circamftances,
that even where the greateft numbers of beaver
are fituated in the neighbourhood of each other,

- their labours are not carried on-jointly in the

erection of their different habitations, nor have
they any reciprocal intereft, except it be fuch as
live immediately under the fame roof ; and then
it extends no farther than to build or keep adam
which is common to feveral houfes. In fuch ca.
fes it is natural to think that every one who re-
ceives benefit from fuch dams, thould affift in ere&-
ing it, being fenfible of its utility to all.

Perfons who attempt to take beaver in Winter
fhould be thoroughly acquainted with their man-
ner of life, otherwife they will have endlefs trou-
ble to effe¢t their purpofe, and probably with-
out fuccefs in the end; becaufe they have always
a number of holes in the banks, which ferve them
as places of retreat when any injury is offered to
their houfes; and in general it is in thofe holes
that they are taken.

When the beaver which are fituated in a fmall
river or creek are to be taken, the Indians fome-
times find it neceflary to fiake the river acrofs,
to prevent them from paffing ; after which, they
endeavour to find out all their holes or places of
retreat in the banks. This requires much prac-

tice
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tice and experience to accomplith, and is perform-
ed in the following manner: Every man being
furnithed with an ice-chifel, lafhes it to the end
of a fmall ftaff about four or five feet long; he
then walks along the edge of the banks, and
keeps knocking his chifels againft the ice. Thofe
who are well acquainted with that kind of work
well know by the found of the ice when they
are oppcfite to any of the beaver’ holes or vaults.
As foon as they fufpe@ any, they cut a hole
through the ice big enough to admit an old bea-
ver; and in this manner proceed till they have
found out all their places of retreat, or at leaft as
many of them as poflible. While the principal
men are thus employed, fome of the underftrap-
pers, and the women, are bufy in breaking open
the houfe, which at times is no eafy tatk; for I
have frequently known thefe houfes to be five
and fix feet thick; and one in particular, was
more than eight feet thick on thecrown. When
the beaver find that their habitations are invaded,
they fly to their holes in the banks for fhelter;
and on being perceived by the Indians, which is
eafily dene, by attending to the motion of the wa-
ter, they block up the entrance with ftakes of
wood, and then haul the beaver out of its hole,
either by hand, if they can reach it, or with a
large hook made for that purpofe, which is faften-

ed to the end of a long ftick. N
In this kind of hunting, every man has the fole
right to all the beaver caught by him in the holes
or

237
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or vaults; and as this is a conftant rule, each per-
’ fon takes care to mark fuch .as he difcovers, by
fticking up the branch of a tree, or fome other
-diftinguithing poft, by which he may know them.
All that are caught in the houfe alfo are the pro-
perty of the perfon who finds it.

The fame regulations are obferved, and the
fame procefs ufed in taking beaver that are found
in lakes and other flanding waters, cxcept it be
that of flaking the lake acrofs, which would be
both unneceflary and impoffible. ‘Faking beaver-
houfes in thefe fituations is generally attended
with lefs trouble and more fuccefs than in the
former.

The beaver is an animal which cannot keep
under water long at a time; fo that when their
houfes are broke open, and all their places of re-
treat difcovered, they have but one choice left, as
it may be called, either to be taken in their houf-
es or their vaults: in general they prefer the lat-
ter ; for where there is one beaver caught in the
houfe, many thoufands are taken in their vauits
inthebanks. Sometimes they are caught in nets,
and in the Summer very frequently in traps. In
Winter they are very fat and delicious; but the
trouble of rearing their young, the thinnefs of
their hair, and their conftantly roving from place
to place, with the trouble they have in providing
againft the approach of Winter, gencrally keep
them very poor during the fummer feafon, at
which time their fleth is but indifferent cating,

and
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and their fkins of fo little value, that the Indians 177
generally finge them, even tothe amount of ma- m
ny thoufands in one Summer. They have from
two to five young, at a time. Mr. Dobbs, in his
Account of Hudlon’s Bay, enumerates no lefs
than eight different kinds of beaver ; but it muft
be underftood that they are all of one kind and
fpecies; his diftin&ions arife wholly from the
different feafons of the year in which they are
killed, and the different ufes to which their fkins
are applied which is the fole reafon that they vary
fo much in value.

Jofeph Lefranc, or Mr. Dobbs for him, fays,
that a good hunter. can kil! ix hundred beaver
in one feafon, and can only carry one hundred to
market. If that was really the cafe in Lefranc’s
time, the canoes muft have been much fmaller
than they are at prefent; for it is well known
that the generality of the canoes which have vifit-
ed the Company’s Factories for the laft forty or
fifty years, are capable of carrying three hundred
beaver-fkins with great eafe, exclufive of the Indx-
ans luggage, prowﬁons, e

If ever a particular Indian killed {fix hundred
beaver in one Winter, (which is rather to be
doubted,) it is more than probable that many in
his company did not kill twenty, and perhaps
fome none at all, fo that by diftributing them
among thof: who had bad fuccefs, and others who
had no abilities for that kind of hunting, there

would
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1771. would be no neceflity of leaving them to rot, or
b= for finging them in the fire, as related by the
" Author. During my refidence among the Indi-
ans I have known .fome individuals kill more
beaver, and other heavy furrs, in the courfeof a
Winter, than their wives could manage ; but the
overplus was never wantonly deftroyed, but al-
ways given to their relations, or to thofe who
“had been lefs fuccefsful; fo that the whole of the
great hunters labours were always brought to the
Faltory. It is indeed too frequently a cuflom
among the Southern Indians to finge many ot-
ters, as well as beaver ;- but this is {feldom done,
except in-Summer, when their fkins are of fo lit-
tle value as to be fcarcely worth the duty; on
which account it has been always thought im-
politic to encourage the natives to kill fuch valu-
able animals at a time when their fkins are notin

feafon.

The white beaver, mentioned by Lefranc, are
fo rare, that inftead of being *“ blown upon by the
Company’s Faéors,” as he afferts, I rather doubt
whether one-tenth of them ever faw one during
the time of their refidence in this country. In
the courfe of twenty years experience in the
countries about Hudfon’s Bay, though I travel-
led fix hundred miles to the Weft of the fea-coaft,
I never faw but one white beaver-fkin, and it had
many reddifh and brown hairs along the ridge of
the back, and the fides and belly were of a glofly

filvery



NORTHERN OCEAN.

filvery white. It was deemed by the Indians a
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great curiofity ; and I offered three times the “—~

ufual price for a few of them, if they could be got;

but in the courfe of ten years that I remained
there afterwards, I could not procure another ;

which is a convincing proof there is no fuch thing
as a breed of that kind, and that a variation f; om
the ufual colour is very rare.

Black beaver, and that of a beautiful glofs, are

not uncommon : perhaps they are more plentiful
at Churchill than at any other Fallory in the

Bay; but it is rare to get more than twelve

or fifteen of their fkins in the courfe of one year’s
trade. :
Lefranc, as an Indian, muft have known better
than to have informed Mr. Dobbs that the bea-
ver have from ten to fifteen young ata time; or
if he did, he muft have deceived him wilfully ;
for the Indians, by killing them in ail flages of
geftation, have abundant opportunities of afcer-
taining the ufual number of their offspring. 1
have feen fome bundreds of them killed at the
feafons favourable for thofe obiervations, and
never could difcover more than {ix young in one
female, and that only in two inflances; for the
ufual number, as I have before oblerved, is from
two to five.

Befides this unerring method of afcertaining
the real number of young which any animal bas
at a time, there is another rule to go by, with

R refpedt
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relped to the beaver, which experience has prov-
ed to the Indians never to vary or deceive them,
that is by diffection ; for on examining the womb
of a beaver, even at a time when not with young,
there is always found a hardith round knob for
every young fhe had at the laft litter.. Thisis a
circumftance I have been particularly careful to
examine, and can affirm it to be true, from real
experience. :

Moft of the accounts, nay I may fay all the
accounts now extant, refpecting the beaver, are
taken from the authority of the French who have
refided in Canada; but thofe accounts differ {o
much from the real ftate and ceconpmy of all the
beaver to the North of that place, as to leave
great room to fufpeét the truth of them altoge-
ther. In the firft place, the affertion that they
have two doors to their houfes, one on the land-
fide, and the other next the water, is, as I have
before obferved, quite contrary to fa&t and com-
mon fenfe, as it would render their houfes of no
ufe to them, either as places of fhelter from the
inclemency of the extreme cold in Winter, or as
aretreat from their common enemy the quique-
hatch. The only thing that could have made
M. Du. Praiz, and other French writers, conjec-
ture that fuch a thing did exift, muft have been
from having fcen fome old beaver houfes which
had been taken by the Indians; for they are al-
ways obliged to make a hole in one fide of the

houfe
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houfe before they can drive them out; and it is

more than probable that in fo mild a climate as -

Canada, the Indians do generally make thofe holes
on the land-fide*, which without doubt gave rife
to the fuggeftion.

In relpeét to the beaver dungmg in theu' houfes,
as fome perfons affert, it is quite wrong as they
always plunge into the water to do.it. Iam the
better enabled to make this aflertion, from hav-
ing kept feveral of them till. they became fo do-
‘mefticated as to anfwer to their name, and follow
‘thofe to whom they were accuftomed, in the fame
manner as a dog would do; and they were as
much pleafed at being fondled, as.any animal I
ever faw. I had a houfe built for them, and a
fmall piece of water before the door, into which
‘they always plunged when they wanted to eafe
nature; and their dung being of lighta fubﬁance,
immediately rifes and floats on the furface, then
feparates and {ubfides to the bottom. When
the Winter fets in {0 as to freeze the water folid,
-they f{till continue their cuftom of coming out
of their houfe, and dunging and making water
on the ice; and when the weather was fo cold
that I was obliged to take them into my houte,

R 2 they

* The Northern Indians think that the fagacity of the beaver dire&s
them to make that part of their hcule which fronts the North much
thicker thar any other part, with a view of defending themfelves from
the cold winds which generally blow from that quarter du:ing the Win-
ter; and for this resfon the Northern ladians generally break upen that
fide of the beaver-hoaivs which exaély front the South,
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they always went into a large tub of water which
I fet for that purpofe: fo that they made notthe
leaft dirt, though they were kept in my own fit-
ting-room, where they were the conftant compa-
nions of the Indian women and children, and
were fo fond of their company, that when the
Indians were ablent for any confiderable time,
the beaver difcovered great figns of uneafinefs,
and on their return thewed equal marks of plea-
fure, by fondling on them, crawling into their
laps, laying on their backs, fitting erect like a
fquirrel, and behaving to them like children who
fee their parents but feldom. In general, during
the Winter they lived on the fame food as the
women did, and were remarkably fond of rice
and plum-pudding : they would eat partridges
and frefh venifon very freely, but I never tried
them with fifh, though I have heard they will at
times prey on them. In fact, there are few of
the granivorous animals that may not be brought
tobe carnivorous. It is well known that our do-
meftic poultry will eat animal food: thoufands
of geefe that come to London market are fattened
on tallow-craps; and our horfes in Hudfon’s Bay
would not only eat all kinds of animal food, but
allo drink freely of the wath, or pot.liquor, in-
tended for the hogs. And we are affured by the
moft authentic Authors, that inIceland, not only
black cattle, but alfo the ftheep, are almoft entire-
ly fed on fifh and fith-bones during the Winter

feafor,
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Summer, the fheep attend the ebbing of the tide \—v—=J

as regular as the Efquimaux curlew, and go down
to the fhore which the tide has left, to feed on
the fea-weed. This, however, is through necef-
fity, for even the famous Ifland of Pomona* will
not afford them an exiftence above high-water-
- mark.

With refpeét to the inferior, or flave-beaver, of
which fome Authors {peak, it is, in my opinion,
very difficult for thofe who are beft acquainted
with the ceconomy of this animal to determine
whether there are any that deferve that appellati-
on or not. It fometimes happens, that a beaver
is caught, which has but a very indifferent coat,
and which has broad patches on the back, and
fhoulders almoft wholly without hair. This is
the only foundation for afferting that there isan
inferior, or flave-beaver, among them. And
when one of the above defcription is taken, itis
perhaps too haftily inferred that the hair is worn
off from thofe parts by carrying heavy loads:
whereas it is moft probable that it is caufed by a
diforder that attacks them fomewhat fimilar to
the mange; for were that falling off of the hair
occafioned by performing extra labour, it is na-
tural to think that inftances of it would be more
frequent than they are; asitis rare to fee one of

‘ them

* This being the largett of the Orkney Iflands, is called by the inhabi-
tants the Main Land,

ecember.
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them in the courfe of feven or ten years. Ihave

“—~ feen a whole houfe of thofe animals that had no-

December,

thing on the furface of their bodies but the fine
foft down ; all the long hairs having molted off.
This and every other deviation from the general
run is undoubtedly owing to fome particular dif-
order.

CHAP
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Tranfadtions and Remarks from our Arrival on
the South Side of the Athapufcow Lake, till our
Arrival at Prince of Wales’s Fort on Churchill
River.

Crofs the Athapufcow Lake.—Defcription of it and
its productions, as far as could be difcovered in
Winier, when the [now was on the ground.  Fifk
found in the lake.—Defeription of the buffalo ;~—
of the moofe or clk, and the method of dreffing their

- jkins.—~Find a woman alone that had not feen a
human face for more than feven months,—Her ac-
count how fbe came to be in that fituation ; and her
curious method of procuring & livelihood.——Many of
my Indians wreftled for her —dArrive at the Great
Athapufcow River.~Walk along the fide of the Ri-
wer for feveral days, and then firike off to the Eqf2-
ward.~— Difficulty in getting through the awaods in
many places.— Meet with fome firange Northern
Indians on their return from the Fort.—Meet more

- firangers, whom my companions plundered, and from .
whom they took one of their young women.—Curious
manner of life whick thofe firangers lead, and the
reafin they gave for roving fo far from their ufual
refidence.— Leave the fine level country of the Atha-
pufcows, and arrive at the Stony Hills of the Nor-
thern Indian Country.—Meet fome firange Northern
Indmm, one of whom carried a letter for me fo

Prince
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Prince of Wales’s Fort, in March one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy-one, and now gave me an an-
Jwer to it, dated twentigth of Fure following.—
Indians begin preparing wood-work and birch-rind
Jor canoes—The cquinoctial gale wery fevere.—
Indian methed of running the rogfe deer down by
Jpced of foor.—Arrival at Theeleyaza River.—
See fome firangers.—The brutality of my compani-
ons.—A tremendous gale and fnovo-drift.— Meet
witly more firangers ;—remarks on it.—Leave all
the elderly people and children, and proceed directly
1o the Fort.—Siop to build canoes, and then ad-
vance.~Several of the Indians die through bunger,
and many others are obiiged to decline the journey for
want of ammunition—A violent Form and inunda-
tion, that forced us to the top of @ high hill, where
we fuffered great difirefs for more than two days.
—Kill feveral decr.—The Indians methed of pre-
Serving the flefb without the affiffance of falt.—See
Jeveral Indians that were going to Knapp’s Bay.—
Gaine of all kinds remarkably plentiful.— Arrive at
the Facltory.

FTER expending {ome days in hunting bea-
ver, we proceeded to crofs the Athapuf-

cow Lake; but as we had ot much time in
hunting deer and beaver, which were very plen-
tiful on {ome of the iflands, it was the ninth of
January before we arrived on the South fide.

This lake from the beft information which I

couid get from the natives, is about one hundred

and
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and twenty leagues long from Eaft to Weft, and

twenty wide from North to South. The point

where we croffed it is faid to be the narroweft.
It is full of iflands; moft of which are clothed
with fine tall poplars, birch, and pines, and are
- wéll flocked with Indian deer. On fome of the
large illands we alfo found {feveral beaver; but
this muft be underftood only of {fuch iflands as
had large ponds in them; for not ene beaver-
houfe was to be feen on the margin of any of
them. , .

The lake is ftored with great quantities of very
fine fith; particularly between the iflands, which
in fome parts are fo clofe to each other as to form
very narrow channels, like little rivers, in which
1 found (when angling for filh) a confiderable
current fetting to the Eaftward.

The fith that are common in this lake, as well
as in moft of the other lakes in this country, are
pike, trout, perch, barble, tittameg, and methy ;
the two laft are names given by the natives to
two fpecies of fith which are found only in this
country. Befides thefe, we alfo caughtsanother
kind of fith, which is faid by the Northern Indi-
ans to be peculiar to this lake ; at leaft none of
the fame kind have been met with in any other.
The body of this fith much refembles a pike in
thape ; but the fcales, which are very large and
ftiff, are of a beautifully bright filver colour: the
mouth is large, and fitvated like that of 2 pike;
but when cpen, much refembles that of a fiurgeon;

' and
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and though not provided with any teeth, takes 2

—~~ bait as ravenouily asa pike ora trout. The fizes

January. -

we caught were from two feet long to four feet.
Their flefh, though delicately white, is very foft,
and has fo rank a tafte, that many of the Indians,
except they are in abfolute want, will not eat it.
The northern Indians call this fifh Shees. The
trout in this lake are of the largeft fize I ever faw:
fome that were canght by my companions could
not, I think, be lefs than thirty-five or forty
pounds weight. Pike are alfo of an incredible
fize in this extenfive water ; here they are feldom
molefted, and have multitudes of fmaller fifh to
prey upon. If I fay that I have feen fome of
thefe fith that were upwards of forty pounds
weight, I am fure [ do not exceed the truth.

Immediately on our arrival on the South fide
of the Athapufcow Lake, the fcene was agreeably
altered, from an entire jumble of rocks and hills,
for fuch is all the land on the North fide, to 2
fine level country, in which there was not a hill
to be feen, or a ftone to be found : fo that fuch
of my ¢ompanions as had not brafs kettles, load-
ed their fledges with ftones from fome of the laft
iflands, to boil their victuals with in their birch-
rind kettles, which will not admit of being expof-
ed to thefire. They therefore heat ftones and
drop them into the water in the kettle to make
it boil.

Buffalo, moofe, and beaver were very plentiful;
and we could difcover, in many parts through
= ' which
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which we paffed, the tracks of martins, foxes,
quiquehatches, and other-animals of the furr kind;
{o that they were by no means fcarce: but my
companions never gave themfelves the leaft trou-
ble to catch any of the three laft mentioned ani-
mals ; for the buffalo, moofe, and beaver engaged
all their attention ; perhaps principally fo on ac-
count of the excellency of their flefh ; whereas
the fleth of the fox and quiquehatch are never
eaten by thofe people, except when they are in
the greateft diftrefs, and then merely to fave life,
their reafons for this fhall be given in a fubfequent”
part of my Journal.

The buffalo in thofe parts, I think, arein gene-
ral much larger than the Englith black cattie;
particularly the bulls, which, though they may
not in reality be taller than the largeft fize of the
Englith oxen, yet to me always appeared to be
much larger. In fad&, they are fo heavy, that
when fix or eight Indians are in company at the
fkinning of a large bull, they never attempt to
turn it over while entire, but when the upper
fide is fkinned, they cut off the leg and fhoulder,
rip up the belly, take out all the inteftines, cut off
the head, and make it as light as poffible, before
they turn it to fkin the under fide. The fkin is
in fome places of an incredible thicknefs, par-
ticularly about the neck, where it often exceeds
an inch. The horns are fhort, black, and
almoft firaight, but very thick at the roots or
bafe.

The
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The head of an old bull is of a great fize and

E"’T’ weight indeed : fome which I have feen were fo

large, that I could not without difficulty lift them
from the ground*; but the heads of the cows are
inuch fmaller. ~ Their tails are, in general, about
a foot long, though fome appear to be exclufive
of the long brufh of hair at the end, longer.
The hair on the tails of the bulls is generally of a
fine glofly black; but the bruth at the end of the
cows’ tails is always of a rufty brown, probably
owmg to being flained with their urine. -

¥ The hair of the body is foft and curled, fome-
what approaching to wool ; it is generally of a
fandy brown, and of an equal length and thick-
nefs all over the body: but on the head and
neck it is much longer than it is on any other
part.

The Indians, after reducing all the parts of the
ikin to an equal thicknefs by fcraping, drefs them
in the hair for clothing; when they are light,
foft, warm, and durable. They alfo drefs fome
of thofe fkins into leather without the hair, of
which they make tents and fhoes; but the grain

is

* It is remarked by Mr. Catefby, in his defeription of this animal, that”

no man can lift one of their heads. Thofe I faw in the Athapufcow coun-
try arefuch as I have defcribed ; and I am aflured by the Company’s fer-
vants, 2s well as the Indians who live near Hudfon’s Houfe, that the buf-
falos there are much fmaller; fo that the fpecies Mr. Catefby faw, or
wrote of, muit have been ml‘lch larger, or have had very large heads; for
it is well known that a man of any tolerable firength can lift two and
ahalf, or three hundred pounds weight. I think that the heads of his

buffulos are tco heavy for the bodies, as the bodies of thofe T faw in the
Atbapufcow country appear to have been of equal weight with his,
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is remarkably open and fpungy, by no means 1572.
" -equal in goodnefs to that of the fkin of the moofe : m
nor am [ certain that the curriers or tanners in
Europe could manufaéture thefe fkins in fuch a
manner as to render them of any confiderable
value ; for, to appearance, they are of the fame
quality which the fkins of the mufk-ox, which
are held in fo little eftimation in England, that
when a number of them was fent home from
Churchill Faétory, the Company iflued out orders
the year following, that unlefs they could be pur-
chafed frem the Indians at the rate of four fkins
for one beaver, they would not anfwer the expence
of fending home ; a great proof of their being of
very little value.

The buffalos chiefly delight in wide open
plains, which in thofe parts produce very long
coarfe grafs, or rather a kind of fmall flags and
rufhes, upon which they.feed ;- but when purfued
they always take to the woods. They are of
fuch an amazing firength, that when they fly
through the woods from a purfuer, they frequent.-
ly bruth down trees as thick as a man’s arm;
and be the fnow ever fo deep, fuch is their firength
and agility that they are enabled to plunge
through it fafter than the fwifteft Indian can run
in' fnow-fhoes. To this I have been an eye-wit-
nefs many times, and once had the vanity to think
that T could have kept pace with them; but
though I was at that time celebrated for being
particularly fleet of foot in fnow-thoes, I foon

found
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~1772. found that I was no match for the buffalos, not-
‘—— withftanding they were then plunging through
e fuch deep fnow, that their bellies made a trench
in it as large as if many heavy ficks had been
hauled through it. Of all the large beaftsin thofe
parts the buffalo is eafieft to kill, and the moofe
are the moft difficult ; neither are the deer very
eafy to come at, except in windy weather: indeed
it requires much pradice, and a great deal of pa-
tience, to {lay any of them, as they will by no
means fuffer, a direc approach, unlefs the hunter
be entirely fheltered by woods or willows. The
fleth of the buffalo is exceedingly good eating ;
and fo engirely free from any difagreeable {mell or
tafte, that it refembles beef as nearly as poffible:
‘the fleth of the cows, when fome time gone with
-calf, is efteemed the fineft ; and the young calves,
cut out of their bellies, are reckoned a great deli-
cacy indeed. The hunch on their backs, or more

" properly on their fhoulders, is not a large flefhy
lump, as fome fuppofe, but is occafioned by the
bones that form the withers being continued to
a greater length than in moft other animals.
The fleth which furrounds this part being fo equal-
ly intermixed with fat and lean, is reckoned
among the niceft bits. The weight, however, is
by no means equal to what has been commonly
reported. The tongue is alfo very delicate ; and
what is moft extraordinary, when the beafts are
in the pooreft ftate, which happens regularly at
certain feafons, their tongues are then very fat
and
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and fine; {fome fay, fatter than when they are in 1754,

the beft order; the truth of which, I will not ‘==~
January.

confirm. They are fo efteemed here, however,

that many of them are brought down to the

Company’s Factory at York as prefents, and are

efteemed 2 great luxury, probably for mo other

reafon but that they are far-fetched; for they

are by no means fo large, and I think them not

fo fine, as a neat’s tongue in England.

The moofe deer is alfo a large beaft, often ex-
ceeding the largeft horfe both in height and bulk;
but the length of the legs, the bulk of the body,
the fthortnefs of the neck, and the uncommon
length of the head and ears, without any appear-
ance of a tall, make them have a very aukward
appearance. The males far exceed the females
in fize, and differ from them in colour. The
hair of the male, which is long, hollow, and foft,
like that of a deer, is at the points nearly black,
but a: little way under the furface it is of an afh.
colour, and at the roots perfectly white. The
~ hair of the female is of a fandy brown, and in
fome parts, particularly under the throat, the
belly, and the flank, is nearly white at the fur.
face, and moft delicately fo at the root.

_Their legs are fo long, and their necks fo fhort,
that they cannot graze on level ground like other
animals, but are obliged to brouze on the tops of
large plants and the leaves of trees during the
Summer ; and in Winter they always feed on the
tops of willows, and the {mall branches of the

birch.
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_birch-tree; on which account they are never

—~ found during that feafon but in fuch places as can

. _;amm"v

afford them a plentiful fupply of their favourite
food : and though they have no fore-teeth in the
upper-jaw, yet I have often feen willows and fmall
birch-trees cropped by them, in the fame manner
as if they had been cut by a gardener’s fheers,
though fome of them were not fmaller than com-

- mon pipe-ftems ; they feem particularly partial to

the red willow.

In Summer they are generally found to fre-
quent the banks of rivers and lakes, probably
with no other view than to have the benefit of
getting into the water, to avoid the innumerable
multltudes of mufkettos and other flies that pefter
them exceedingly during that feafon. There is
alfo a variety of water-plants, of which the moofe
are very fond, and which are adapted to their
neceflities in a peculiar manner during the Sum-

. mer feafon, as they can eafily brouze on them

when nearly emerged in water, to avoid the tor-
ment of the flies.

The head of the moofe is, as I have obferved,
remarkably long and large, not very unlike that
of a horfe; but the nofe and noftrils are at
leaft twice as large. The ears are about a foot
long, and large; and they always ftand ered.
Their faculty of hearing is fuppofed to be more
acute than either their fight or fcent; which
makes it very difficult to kill them, efpecially as

the Indians in thofe parts have no other method.
of
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of doing it but by creeping after them, among the 1772

trees and bufhes, till they get within gun.thot ; =~

. Tanuary.
taking care always to keep to leeward of the
moofe, for fear of being overheard. In Summer,
when they frequent the margins of rivers and
lakes, they are often killed by the Indians in the
water, while they are croffing rivers, or fwim,
ming from the main to iflands, &c. When:purfu.
ed in this manner, they are the moft inoffenfive
of all animals, never making any refiftance ;.and
the young ones are fo fimple, that I remember to
have feen an Indian paddle his canoe up to one
of them, and take it by the poll without -the leaft
oppofition : the poor harmiefs animal feeming at
the fame time as contented along fide the canoe,
as if fwimming by the fide of its dam, and look-
ing up in our faces with the fame fearlefs inno-
cence that a houfe-lamb would, making ufe of its
-fore-foot almoft every infiant to clear its eyes of
muikettoes, which at that time were remarkably

nuImerous. ‘

I have alfo feen women and boys kill the old
moofe in this fituation, by knocking them on the
“head with a hatchet ; and in the Summer of one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five, when
I was on my paflage from Cumberland Houfe to
York Fort, two boys killed a fine buck moofe in
the water, by forcing a ftick up its fundament;
for they had neither gun, bow, nor arrows with
them. The common deer are far r.ore dangerous
to appreach in cances, as they kick up their hind
S ' legs



258
1772.

Jammary.

A JOURNEY TO THE

legs with fuch violence as to endanger any birck-
rind canoe that comes within their reach ; for
which reafon all the Indians who kill deer upon
the water are provided with a long ftick that will
reach far beyond the head of the canoe. :

The moofe are alfo the eafieft to tame and do-
mefticate of any of the deer kind. Thave repeat-
edly feen them at Churchill as tame as fheep*,

‘and even more fo; for they would follow their

keeper any diftance from home, and at his call
return with him, without the leaft trouble, or
ever offering to deviate from the pathi.

The fleth of the moofe is very good, though the
grain is by coarfe, and it is much tougher than
any other kind of venifon. The nofeis moft ex.
cellent, as is alfo the tongue, though by no means
fo fat and delicate as that of the common deer.
Tt is perhaps worth remarking, that the liveis of

the

H
* The moofe formerly fent to his Majelty was frem that place. A young
male was alfo put on board the fhip, but it died on the paflage, otherwife it
is probable they might have propagated in this country.
T Since the above was written, the fame Indian that brought all the
above-mentioned young moofe to the Fa&ory hud, in the year 1777, two

others, fo tame, that when on his paffage to Piince of Wales’s Fort in a

canoe, the moofe always followed him ulong the bank of the civer; and at
night, or on any other occalion when the Indains landed, the young moofe
generally came and fondled on them, in the fame manner as the moft do-
meftic animal would have done, and never offered te ftray from the tents.

- Unfortunately, in croffing 2 deep bay in one of the lakes, {on a fine day,)

all the Indians that were not interefted in the fafe-landing of thofe engag-
ing creatures, paddled from point to point and the wian that owned them,
not caring to go fotar about by himfeif, accompanicd the others, in hopes
they would follow him round asufual ; but at nighc the young moeofe did
not arrive; and as the howling of fome wolves was heard in that quarter)

- it was fuppofed they had been devoured by them, as they were neveraf

terward feen.
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the moofe are never found, not even at any time. 1772,
of the year; and, like the other deer, they have ‘—a.
no gall. The fat of the inteftines is hard, like ™7

fuet ; but all the external fat is foft, like that of .

a breaft of mutton, and when put into a bladder,
is as fine as marrow. In this they differ from all
the other {pecies of deer, of which the external
fat is as hard as that of the kidnies.

The moofe in all their actions and attitudes ap-

pear very uncouth, and when difturbed, never

run, only make a kind of trot, which the length . -
of their legs enables them to do with great {wift-

nefs, and apparently with much eafe; but were
the country they inhabit free from under-wood,
and dry under-foot, fo that horfemen and dogs
might follow them, they would become an eafy
prey, as they are both tender-footed and fhort..
winded : But of this more hereafter*.

The fkins of the moofe, when drefled by the
patives, make excellent tent-covers and fhoe-lea-
ther; and in fa& every other part of their cloth-
ing. Thefe, like the fkins of the buffalo, are of
very unequal thicknefs. Some of the Indian wo-
men, who are acquainted with the manufadture
of them, will, by means of fcraping, render them
aseven as a piece of thick cloth, and when well
drefled they are very ioft; but not being drefi-

S 2 ed

#*Mr. Du Pratz, inhis defeription of this animal, fays, it is never found
farther North than Cape Breton and Nova Scotia: but I have {cen them
in great numbers in the Athapufcow Couatry, which cannot be much
fhert of 66° North latitude,
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1772, ed i oil, they always grow hard after being wet,
L~ unlefs great care be taken to keep rubbing them

January.

all the time they are drying. The fame ‘may be
faid of all the Indian.-dreffed leather, except that
of the wewafkifth, which will wafh as well as
fhammoy-leather, and always preferve its {oftnefs.

The female moofe never have any horns, but the
males have them of a prodigicus fize and weight,
and very different in fhape from thofe of the
common deer. The extremity of each horn is
palmated to the fize of a common thovel, from
which a few fhort branches fhoot out; and the
fhaft of the horn is frequently as large as a com.
mon man’s wrift. They thed them annually like
the common deer. * The horns of the moofe are
frequently found to exceed fixty pounds weight ;
and their texture, though of a large fize and of
fuch rapid growth, is much harder than any other
fpecies of deer-horns in thofe parts.

- Though the flefh of the moofe is efteemed by
moft Indians both for its flavour and fubftance,
yet the Northern Indians of my crew did not
reckon either it or the fleth of the buffalo fub-
ftantial food. This I thould think entirely pro.
ceeded from prejudice, efpecially with refpeét to
the moofe; but the fleth of the buffalo, though fo
fine to the eye, and pleafing to the tafte, isfo
light and eafy of digeftion, as not to be deemed
fubftantial food by any Indian in this country,
either Northern or Southern. The moofe have

~ from one to three young at.a t1me, and generally

bring
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bring them forth in the latter end of April, or 1772.
beginning of May. m

Soon after our arrival no the South-fide of
Athapufcow Lake, Matonabbee propofed conti-
nuing our courle in the South- Weft quarter, in
hopes of meeting fome of the Athapufcow Indi-
ans; becaufe I withed, if poffible, to purchafe a’
tent, and other ready-drefled fkins from them;
as a fupply of thofe articles would at this time
have been of material fervice to us, being in great
want both of tents and fhoe-leather : and though
my companions were daily killing either moofe or
buffalo, the weather was fo exceffively cold, asto
render dreffing their fkins not only"very trouble-
fome, but almoft impracticable, efpecially to the
generality of the Northern Indians, who are not
weil acquainted with the manufa&ure of that kind
of leather. ,

To drefs thofe fkins according to the Indian
method, a latheris made of the brains and fome
of the fofteft fat or marrow of the animal, in
. which the fkin is well foaked, when it is taken
out, and not only dried by the heat of a fire; but
hung up in the fioke for feveral days ; itisthen
taken down, and well foaked and wathed in warm
water, till the grain of the fkin is perfeily open,
and has imbibed a fuficient quantity of water,
after which it is taken out and wrung as dry as
poﬁible, and then dried by the heat of a flow fire;
care being taken to rub and firetch it as long as
any moiﬁure remains in the fkin, By this fimple

' method,
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method, and by feraping them afterwards, fome
of the moofe {kins are made very dehcate both to
the eye and the touch.

On the eleventh of January, as fome of my
companions were hunting, they faw the track of a
firange fnow-thoe, which they followed; and ata
confiderable diftance came to alittle hut, where
they difcovered a young woman fitting alone. As
they found that the underficod their language,
they brought her with them to the tents. On
examination, the proved to be one of the Weftern
Dogribbed Indians, who had been taken prifoner
by the Athapufcow Indians in the Summer of one
thoufand feven hundred and fevcntv ; and in the
following Summer, when the Indians that took
her prifoner were near this part, fhe had cloped
from them, with an intent to return to her own
country; but the diftance being fo great, and hav-
ing after fhe was taken prifoner, been carried in
a canoe the whole way, the turnings and wind-
ings of the rivers and lakes were fo numerous,
that {he forgot the track; fo fhe built the hut in
which we found her, to prote@ her from the wea-
ther during the Winter, and here fhe had refided
from the firft fetting in of the fall.

From her account of the moons paft fince her
elopement, it appeared that fhe had been near fe-
ven months without feeing a human face; during
ail which time fhe had fupported herfelf very
well by fnaring partridges, rabbits, and fquir-
rels; fhe had aho killed two or three beaver, and
fome porcupines, That fhe did not feem to have

been
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been in want is evident, as the had a fmall flock 1772

of p10v1ﬁons by her when fhe was dlfcovered
and was in cood health and condition, and I
think one o_f the finelt women, of a real In-
dian, that I have feen in any part of North
America. : _
"The methods pradtiied by this poor creature to
procure a livelihood were truly admirable, and
are great proofs that neceflity is the real mother
of invention. When the few deer-finews that
the had an opportunity of taking with her were

all expended in making fnares, and fewing her

clothing, fhe had nothing to fupply their place
but the finews of the rabbits legs and feet; thefe
the twifted together for that purpofe with great
dexterity and fuccefs. The rabbits, &’c. which
{he caught in thofe fnares, not only furnithed her
with a comfortable fubfiftence, but of the fkins
fhe made a fuit of neat and warm clothing for
the Winter. It is fcarcely poffible to conceive
that a perfon in her forlorn fituation could be fo
compefed as to be capable of contriving or exe-

cuting any thing that was not abfolutely necef-

fary to her exiftence; but there were fufficient
proofs that fhe had extended her. care much far-
ther, as all her clothing, befide being calculated
for real fervice, fhewed great tafte, and exhibit-
ed no little variety of ornament. The materials,
though rude, were very curioufly wrought, and
{0 judicioufly placed, as to make the whole of

her

> ]'amxarv
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1772 her garb have a very pleafing, though rather ro-

Jaduary.

mantic appearance.

Her leifure hours from hunting had been em-
ployed in twifting the inner rind or bark of wil-
lows into fmall lines, like net-twine, of which the
had fome hundred fathoms by her; with thisfthe

intended to make a fithing-net as foon as the

Spring advanced. It is of the inner bark of
willows, twifted in- this manner, that the Dog-
ribbed Indians make their fithing-nets; and they
are- much perferable to thofe made by the Nor.
thern Indians*. :

Five or fix inches of an iron hoop, made into
a knife, and the fhank of an arrow-head of iron,
which ferved her as an awl, were all the metals
this poor woman had with her when the elop-
ed; and with thefe implements fhe had made
herfelf complete fnow-thoes, and feveral other ufe-
ful articles. ’

Her method of making a fire was equally fin-
gular and curious, having no other materials for
that purpofe than two hard fulphurous ftones,
Thefe, by long friction and hard knocking, pro-
duced a few fparks, which at length communi.
cated to fome touchwood ; but as this method

was

# The Northern [ndians make their fifhing-nets with finall thongs cut
from raw deer-fkins; which when dry appear very good, but after being
{oaked in water fome time, grow {o foft and flippery, that when large filh
{trike the net, the hitches are very apt to flip and let them efcape.  Be-
fide this inconvenience, they are very liable to rot, unlefs they be fre-
auently taken out of the water and dried.
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was attended with great trouble, and notalways y,.,,,
with. fuccefs, fhe did not fuffer her fire to go out \——y=J
all the Winter. Hence we may conclude that the Jrovty.
had no idea of producing fire by friction, in the
manner practifed by the Efquimaux, and many
other uncivilized nations; becaufe if the had, the
above-mentioned precaution wauld have been un-
neceflary. ) '

* The fingularity of the circumftance, the come-
linefs of her perfon, and her approved uccomplifh-
ments, occafioned a firong contefl between feve-
ral of the Indians of my party, who fhould have
her for a wife; and the poor girl was actually
won and loft at wreftling by near half a {core dif-
ferent men the fame evening. My guide, Mato-
nabbee who at that time had no lefs than feven
wives, all women grown, befides a young girl of
eleven or twelve years old, would have put in
for the prize alfo, had not one of his wives made
him afhamed of it, by telling him that he had al-
ready more wives than he could properly-attend.
This piece of fatire, however true, proved fa.
tal to the poor girl who dared to make {o open a
declaration ; for the great man, Matonabbee, who
would willingly have been thought equal to eight
or ten men in every refpeét, took it as fuch an
affront,” that he fell on her with both hands and
feet, and bruifed her to fuch a degree, that after
lingering fome time the died.

When the Athapufcow Indians took the above
PDogribbed Indian woman prifoner, they accord-

ing
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1772. ing to the univerfal cuftom of thofe favages, fur-
“—~~ prifed her and her party in the night, and killed
Jaumery- every foul in the tent, except herfelf and three
other young women.. Among thofe whom they
killed, were her father, mother, and huifband.
Her young child, four or five months old, ihe
concealed in a bundle of clothing, and took with
her undifcovered in the night; but when fhe ar.
rived at the place where the Athapufcow Indians
had left their wives, (which was not far diftant,)
they began to examine her bundle, and finding
the child, one of the women took it from her, and

killed it on the fpot.

This laft piece of barbarity gave her fucha
difguft to thofe #ndians, that notwithftanding the
man who took care of her treated her in every
refpect as his wife, and was, fhe faid, remarkably
kind to, and even fond of her; fo far was fhe
from being able to reconcile herfelf to any of the
tribe, that fhe rather chofe to expofe herfelf to
.mifery and want, than live in eafe and affluence
among perfons who had fo cruelly murdered her
infant*. The poor woman’s relation of this

fhocking

# It is too common a cafe with moft of the tribes of Southern Indizns
for the women to defire their hufoands or fricnds, when going to war;
to bring them a flave, that they may have the pleafure of killing ir; and
fome of theie inhuman women will accompany their hufbands, and mur-
der the womsen and children as fait as their hutbands do the men.

When I was at Cumberland Houfe, (an inland fettlement that T efte-
blifhed for the Hudfon’s Bay Company in the year 1774,) 1 was particu-
Jarly acquainted with a very young lady of this extruerdinary tuin; W1i0s
when I deffred fome Indians that weie going to war to bring me a young

flaveg
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ﬂxockina fory, which fhe delivered in a very af-
fe@ting manner, only excited laughter among the
favages of my party. :

In a converfation with this woman foon after-
\frard, fhe told us, that her country lies fo far to
the Weftward, that the had never feen iron, or
any other kind of metal, till {he was taken prifo-

267
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January.

ner. All of her tribe, fthe obferved, made their

‘hatchets and ice-chifels of deer’s horns, and their
knives of ftones and bones; that their arrows
were fhod with a kind of {late, bones, and deer’s
horns ; and the infiruments which they employ-
ed to make their wood-work were nothing but
beaver’s teeth. Though they had frequently
heard. of the ufeful materials which the nations
or tribes to the Eaft of them were fupplied with
from the Englifh, fo far were they from drawing
nearer, to be in the way of trading for iron-
work, €. that they were obliged to retreat far-
ther back, to avoid the Athapufcow Indians, who
made furprifing flaughter among them, both in

Winter and Summer.
On the fixteenth, as we were continuing our
courfe

flave, ivhich Tintended to have brought up as a domeftic, Mifs was cqually
defirous that one might be brought to her, for the cruel purpofe of mut-
dering it, It is fcarcely poffible to exprefs my aftonithment, en hearing
fuch an extraordinary requeft made by a young creature fcarcely fixteen
years old; however, asfoon as T recovered from my furprife, I ordered her
to leave the fettlement, which fhe did, with thofe who were going to wdr;
and it is therefore probable (he might not be difappointed in her reque.
The next year I was ordered to the command of Prince of Wales’s Fort,
and therefore never faw her afterward,

16th,
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1772, courfe in the South Weft quarter, we arrived at
= the grand Athapufcow River, which at that
Jewwary: part is about two miles wide, and empties itfelf

into the great lake of the fame name we had fo
lately crofled, and which has been already de-
fcribed. _

. The woods about this river, particularly the
pines and poplars, are the talleft and ftoutefi I have
feen in any part of North America. The birch
-alfo grows to a confiderable fize, and fome fpecies
of the willow are likewife tall : but none of them
‘have any trunk, like thofe in England.

The bank of the river in moft parts is very
high, and in fome places not lefs than a hundred
feet above the ordinary furface of the water. As
the foil is of 2 loamy quality, it is very fubjeé to
moulder or wafh away by heavy rains, even dur-
ing the fhort Summer allotted to this part of the
globe. The breaking up of the ice in the Spring
is annually attended with a great deluge, when,
Tam told, it is not uncommon to fee whole points
of land wathed away by the inundations; and as
the wood grows clofe to the edge of the banks,
vaft quantities of it are hurried down the ftream
by the irrefiftible force of the water and ice, and
conveyed into the great lake already mentioned ;
on the fhores and iflands of which, there lies the
greateft quantity of drift wood I ever faw. Some
of this wood is large enough to make mafts for
the largeft thips that are built, The banks of the
river in general are fo feep as to be inacceflible to

either

VA
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either man or beaft, except in fome flacks; or 1772.
gulleys, that have been wore down by heivy ‘*“W]anmy‘

rains, Backwaters, or deluges; and even thofe
flacks are, for the moft part, very difficult to af:
cend, on account of the number of large trees
which lie in the way. _ :

There are feveral low iflands in this river, which
are much frequented by the moofe, for the fake
of the fine willows they produce, which furnifh
them with a plentiful fupply of their favourite
food during the Winter. Some of thofe iflands
are alfo frequently by 2 number of rabbits; but
as larger game could be procured in great plenty,
thofe fmall animals were not deemed worthy our
ntotice at prefent.

Befidethe grand river already mentioned, there
are {everal others of lefs note, which empty them-
felves into the great Athapufcow Lake: There

are alfo feveral {mall rivers and creeks on the -

North Eaft fide of the Lake that carry off the fu-
perfluous waters, fome of which, after a variety
of windings through the barren grounds to the
North of Churchill River, are loft in the marfhes.
and low grounds, while others, by means of ma-
ny {mall channels and rivulets, are difcharged into
other rivers and lakes, and at laft, doubtlefs, find:
their way into- Hudfon’s Bay. Thefe rivers,
though numberlefs, are all fo full of thoals and
ftones, as not to be navigable for an Indian cance
to any confiderable diftance ; and if they were, it
would be of little or no ufe to the natives, asnone

of
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1772. of them lead within feveral hundred miies of
\-—v—-' Churchill River.

January,

Agreeably to Matonabbee’s propofal, we con-
tinued our courfe up the Athapufcow River for
many days, and though we pafled feveral parts
which we well knew to have been the former
Winter-haunts of the Athapufcow Indians, yet we
could not {ee the leaft trace of any of them hav-
ing been there that feafon. In rhe preceding
Summer, when they were in thofe parts, they had
fet fire to the woods; and though many months
had elapfed from that time till our arrival there,
and notwithftanding the fnow was then very
deep, the mofs was ftill burning in many places,
which at firlt deceived us very much, as we took
it for the fmoke of ftrange tents; butafter going
much out of our way, and fearching very diligent-
ly, we could not difcover the leaﬁ: track of a
firanger.

Thus difappointed in our expeftations of meet-
ing ' the Southern Indians, it was refolved (in
Council, as it may be called) to expend as much
time in hunting buffalo, moofe, and beaver as we
could, fo that we might be able to reach Prince
of Wales’s Fort a little before the ufual time of
the thips arrival from England.. Accordingly, af-
ter having walked upwards of forty miles by the

. fide of Athapufcow River, on the twenty-feventh

of January we firuck off to the Eaftward, and
left the River at that part where it begins to tend
due South.

In
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- In confequence of this determination of the In- 1772.
dians, we continued our courfe to the Eaftward; ———*
but as game of all kinds was very plentiful, we Jumoaeys
made-but fhort days journies, and often remained

two or three daysin one place, to eat up the

fpoils or produce of the chace. The woods
through which we were to pafs werein many pla-

ces fo thick, that it was neceflary to cut a path

before the women could pafs with their fledges ;
.and in other places fo much of the woods had for-

merly been fet on fire and burnt, that we were
frequently obliged to walk farther than we other-

wife fhould have done, before we could find green

brufh enough to floor our tents.

From the fifteenth to the twenty-fourth of Fe- gemary:
bruary, we walked along a {mall river that emp- sth-24b
ties itfelf into the Lake Clowey, near the part
where we built canoes in May one thoufand feven
hundred and feventy-one.  This little river is that
which we mentioned in the former part of this

-Journal, as having communication with the Atha-
pufcow Lake: but, from appearances, it is of no
confequence whence it takes its rife, or where it

. empties itfelf, as one half of it is nearly dry three-
fourths of the year. The intervening ponds,
however, having fufficient depth of water, are,
we may fuppofe, favourable fituations for beaver,
as many of their houfes are to be found in thofe
parts, '

On the twenty-fourth, a firange Northern.In- 24,
dian leader, called Thlew-fa-nell-ie, and feveral of

his
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17772. his followers, joined us from the Faftward. This

"~~~ leader prefented Matonabbee and myfelf witha

TP foot of tobacco each, and a two-quart keg of
brandy, which he intended asa prefent for the
Southern Indians; but being informed by my
companions, that there was not the leaft proba-
‘bility of meeting any, he did not think it worth
any farther carriage. The tcbacco was indeed ve-
ry acceptable, as our flock of that article had been
expended fome time. Having been fo long with-
out tafting fpirituous liquors, I would not partake
‘of the brandy, but left it entirely o the Indians,
to whom, as they were numerous, it was fcaree.
ly a tafte for each. . Few of the Northern Indians
are fond Bf fpirits, efpecially thofe who keep at a
diftance from the Fort : fome who are near, and
‘who ufually-thoot geefe for us in the Spring, will
drink it at free coft as faft as the Southern Indi.
‘ans, but few of them are ever fo imprudent as to
‘buy it.

The little river lately mentioned, as.wellas the
adjacent lakes and ponds, being well-ftocked with
beaver, and the land abounding with moofe and

“buffalo, we were induced to make but flow pro-
grefs in our journey. Many days were fpent in
hunting, feafting, and drying a large quantity of
flefh to take with us, particularly that of the buf-
falo; for my companions knew by experience,
that a few days walk to the Eaftward of our pre-.
fent fituation would bring us to a part where we
Thould aot fee any of thofe animals.

The
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The ftrangers who had joined us on the twen-
ty-fourth informed wus, that all were well at Prince
of Wales’s Fort when they left it laft ; which. ac-
cording to their account of the Moons paft fince,
muft have been about the fifth of November one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one. Thefe
firangers only remained in our company one night
before the Leader and part of his crew Jeft us,
and proceeded on their journey to the North
Weftward ; but a few of them having procured
fome furrs in the early part of the Winter, join-
ed our party, with an intent to accompany.us to
the Fadtory.

Havmg a good ftock of dried meat, fat, ‘.
prepared in the beft manner for carriage, on the
twenty-eighth we thaped our courfe in.the South
Eaft quarter, and proceeded at a much greater
rate than we had lately done, as little or no time
was now loft in hunting. The next day we faw
the tracks of fome ftrangers; and though I did
not perceive any of them myfelf, fome of my
companions were at the trouble of fearching for
them, and finding them to. be poor inoffenfive
people, plundered them not only of the few furrs
which they had, but took alfo one of their young
women from them.

Every additional act of violence committed by
my companions on the poor and difirefled, ferv-
ed to increafe my indignation and diflike ; 3 this
laft adt, however, difpleafed me more than all
their former actions, becaufe it was committed

£y on
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on z fet of harmlefs creatures, whofe general man.
ner of life renders them the moft fecluded from
fociety of any of the human race.

Matonabbee aflured me, that for more than a
generation paft one family only, as it may be call-

ed, (and to which the young men belonged who

were plundered by my companions,) have taken
up their Winter abode in thofe woods, which
are fituated f{o far on the barren ground as to be
quite out of the track of any other Indians.
From the beft accounts that I could colle&, the
latitude of this place muft be about 63:°, or 63°
at leaft; the longitude is very uncertain. From
my own experience I can affirm, that it is fome
hundgeds of miles both from the fea-fide and the
main woods to the Weftward. Few of the trad-
ing Northern Indians have vifited this place; but
thofe who have, give a pleafing defcription of it,
all agreeing that it is fituated on the banks of 2
river which has communication with feveral fine
lakes. As the current fets to the North Eaft-
ward, it empties itfelf, in all probability, into
fome part of Hudfon’s Bay ; and, from the lati.
tude, no part feems more likely for this commu-
nication, than Baker’s Lake, at the head of Che.
iterfield’s inlet. = This, however, s mere conjec- |
ture ; nor is it of any confequence, as navigation
on any of the rivers in thofe parts is not only im-
prac’!:ica‘ble, but would be alfo unprofitable, a5 :
they do not lead into a country that produces any |
' thing &
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thing for trade, or that contains any mhabxtants
worth viliting.

The accounts given of this place, and the man-
ner of life of its inhabitants, would, if related at
full length, fill a volume: let it fuffice to obferve,
that the fituation is faid to be remarkably favou.
rable for every kind of game that the barren
ground produces at the different feafons of the
year; but the continuance of the gamé with
them is in general uncertain, except that of fith
and partridges. That being the cafe, the few
who compofe this little commonwealth, are, by
long cuftom and the conflant example of their
forefathers, poflefled of a provident turn of mind,
‘with a degree of frugality unknown to every
‘other tribe of Indians in this country except the
Efquimaux.

Deer is faid to vifit this part of the country in

‘aftonifhing numbers, both in Spring and Autumn, -
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of which circumftances the inhabitant avail .

themfelves, by killing and drying as much of

their flefh as poffible, particularly in the fall of
the year; fo that they feldom are in want of a

good Winter’s ftock. :
Geele, ducks, and fwans vilit here in great
plenty during their migrations both in the Spring
and Fall, and by much art, joined to an infur-
mountable patience, are caught in confiderable
numbers in fnares*, and, without doubt, make
T 2 a very

 *Tofnare fwans, geefe, or ducks, in the water, it requives no othey
prozefs
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a very pleafing change in the foed. It is alfo re-
ported, (though I confefs I doubt the truth of it,)
‘ that

procefs that to make a number of hedges, or fences, projeét into the water,,
at right angles, from the banks of ariver, lake, or pond ; for it is obferv.
ed that thofe birds generally fwim near the margin, for the benefit of feed-
ing on the grafs, &c. Thofe fences are continued for fome diftance from
the fhore, and feparated two or three vards from each other, fo that open-
ings are left fufficiently large to let the birds fwim thiough. In each of
‘thoft openings a fnare is hung and faftened to a ftake, which the bird,
when intangled, cannot drag from the bottom ; and to prevent the fhare
from being wafted out of its proper place by the wind, it is {fecured to the
ftakes which' form the opening, with tender grais, which is eafily
broken.

This method, though it has the appearance of being very fimple, is ne.
verthelefs attended with much trouble, particulaily when we confider the
fmallnefs of their canocs, and the great inconveniency they labour under
in performing works of this kind in the water. Many of the ftakes ufed
on thofesdccafions are of a confiderable lengthand fize, and the {fmall bran-
ches which fornr the principal part of the hedges, : re not arranged with.
out much caution, for fear of overfetting the canoes, particulasly where the
water is deep, as it isin fome of the lakes; and in many of the rivers the
current is very {wift, which renders this bufinets equally troublefome,
When the lakes and rivers are fhallow, the natives are frequently at the
pains to make fences from fhore to fhore.,

To tnare thoie birds in their nefts requises a confiderable degree of art
and, as the natives fay, a great deal of cleanlinefs; fos they have obferved,
thar when fnaies have becnmfet by thofe whele hands were not clean, the
birds would not go into the nefl.

Even the goofe, though fo fimple a bird, is-notorioufly known to foifake
Iier cggs, if they were breathed on by the Indians..

The fmailer fpecies of birds which make their neft on the ground, are by
no means fo delicate, of courfe lefs care is neceflary to fnare them. 1t has
been obferved that all birds which build in the ground go into their nelt
at one particular fide, and outof it on the oppofite. ‘Thelndians, tho

toughly convinced of this, always fct the fnares on the fide on which the
bird enters the neft; and if care be taken in fetting them, feldom failof =
{eizing their objet.” For fmall birds, fuch as laiks, and many others'of

equal fize, the Indians only ufe two or three hairs out of their head ; but
for larger birds, particularly fwans, geefe, and ducks, they make fnares of
deer-{inews, twifted like packthread, and occafionally of a fma!l thong cut
from a parchment deer-fKin.

G5
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that 2 remarkable fpecies of partridges as large
as Englith fowls, are found in that part of the
country only. Thofe, as well as the common
partidges, it is faid, are killed in confiderable
numbers, with fnares, as well 2s with bows and
arrows. : . ‘

'The river and lakes near the little foreft where
the family above mentioned had fixed their abode,
abound with fine fith, particularly trout and bar-
ble, which are eafily caught; the former with
~ hooks, and the latter in nets. In fact, 1 have not
feen or heard of any part of this country which
feems to poffefs half the advantages requifite for
a conftant refidence, that are afcribed to this little
fpot. The defcendents, however, of the prefent
inhabitants muft in time evacuate it for want of
wood, which is of fo flow a grewth in thofe re-
gions, that what is ufed in one year, excluiive
of what is cut down and carried away by the Ef-
quimaux, muft coft many years to replace.

‘It may probably be thought firange that any
part of 2 community, apparently fo commodiou-
fly fituated, and happy within themfelves, {hould
be found at fo great a diftance from the reft of
their tribe, and indeed nothing but neceflity
could poffibly have urged them to undertake a
journey of fo many hundred miles as they have
done ; but no fituation is without its inconve-
niences, and as their woods contain no birch-
trees of fufficient fize, or perhaps none of any

fize,
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fize, this party had come fo far to the Weftward
to procure birch-rind for making two canoes, and
fome of the fungus that grows on the outfide of
the birch-tree, which is ufed by all the Indians in
thofe parts for tinder. There are two forts of
thefe fungufes which grow cn the birch-trees;
one is hard, the ufeful part of which much re.
fembles rbubarb; the other is foft and {mooth
like velvet on the outfide, and when laid on hot
afhes for fome time, and well beaten between two
flones, is fomething like fpunk. The former is
called by the Northern Indians Jolt-thee, and is
known all over the country bordering on Hud-
fon’s Bay by the name of Pefogan*, it being fo
called by the Southern Indians. The latter is

oniy

¥

* The Indians, both Northern and Southern, have found by experience,
that by boiling the pefogan in water for a confiderable time, the textureis
fo much improved, that when thoroughly dricd, fome parts of it will be
pearly as foft as fpunge.

Some of thofe fungufes are as large as a man’s head ; the outfide, which
is very haid and bk, and much indented with deep cracks, being of no
ufe, is always chopped off with a hatcher. Befides the two forts of
touchwood already mentioned, there is another kind of it in thofe parts,

that I think is infinizely preferable to either. This is found in old decayed
poplars, and lies in flakes of various fizes and thicknefs; fome is not thick-

‘er than thamoy leather, others are as thick as a thoe-fole.  This, like the

fungus of the birch-tree, is always moilt when taken from the tree, but
when dry, it is very fort and flexible, and takes fire readily from the
fpask of a ftcel; but it is much improved by being kept dry in a bag that
has contained gunpo-vder. It is rather furprizing that the Indians, whefe
mode of life I h>ve been deferibing, have never acquired the methad of
making fire by fiiction, like the Efquimauvx. It is alfo equally furprizing
they do not make vfe of the fkin-canoes. Probably deer-fkins cannot be
manufactured to withfland the water; for it is well known that the Efqui-
maux vfe always feal-fkins for that purpofe, thovugh they are in the habit
of killing great numbers of deer,
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only ufed by the Northern tribes, and is called
by them Clalte-ad-dee. ’

By the firft of March we began to leave the fine
level country of the Athapufcows, and again to
approach the ftony mountains or hills which
bound thie Northern Indian country. Moofe and
beaver ftill continued to be pleatiful; but no buf-
faloes could be feen after the twenty-ninth of Fe-
bruary. _ .

As we were continuing our courfe to the Faft
South Eaft, on the fourteenth we difcovered the
tracks of more ftrangers, and the next day came
up with them. Among thofe Indians was the
man who had carried a letter for me in Maxrch

one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one, to

the Chief at Prince of Wales’s Fort, and to which
he had brought an anfwer, dated the twenty-
firft of June. When this Indian received the
letter from me, it was very uncertain what route
we fhould take in our return from the Copper
River, and, in all probability, he himfelf had not
then determined on what fpot he would pafs the
prefent winter ; confequently our meeting each
other was merely accidental.

Thefe Indians having obtained a few furrs in the
courfe of the Winter, joined our party, which
now confifted of twenty tents, containing in the
whole about two hundred perfons; and indeed
our company had not been much lefs during the
whofe winter. :
From
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From the firangers who laft joined us we re-
ceived fome ready-drefled moofe-fkins for tenting
and fhoe-leatker; alfo fome other fkins for cloth-
ing, for all of which the Chief at the Factory was
to pay on our arrival.

I cannot {ufficiently lament the lofs of my qua-
drant, as the want of it muft render the courfe
of my journey from Point Lake, where-it was
broken, very uncertain; and my wartch ftopping
while I was at the Athapufcow Lake, has contri.
buted greatly to the misfortune, as I am now de-
prived of every means of eftimating the diftances
which we walked with any degree of accuracy,
particularly in thick weather, when the Sun

.could not be feen.

The Indians were employed at all convenient
times in procuring birch-rind and making wood
work ready for building canoes; allo in prepar-
ing {mali ftaffs of birch-v. 0od, to take with them
on the barren ground, to ferve as tent-poles all
the Summer; and which, as hath been already
obferved, they convert into fnow-thoe frames
when the Winter fetsin.  Here it may be proper
to obferve, that none of thofe incidental avoca-
tions interfere with, or retard the Indiansin their
journey; for they always take.the advantage of
every opportunity which offers, as they pafs along,
and when they fee a tree fit for their purpofe,
cut it down, and either firip off the bark, if that
be what they waat, or fplit the trunk in pieces;

and




and after hewing it roughly with their hatchet, 1772,
carry it to the tent, where in the evenings, Or ‘—vews
in the morning before they fet out, they reduce ™M
it with their knives to the fhape and fize which
is required.

Provifions being plentiful, and the weather
fine, we advanced a little each day ; and on the
ninetecnth took up our lodgings by the fide of gu.
Wholdyeah-chuck’d Whoie, or Large Pike Lake.
In our way we crofled another fmall lake, where
we caught fome trout by angling, and killed a
few deer and one moofe. ' '

On the twentieth we croffed Large Pike Lake, o

which at that part was not more than feven miles
wide; but from North North Weft to the South
South Eaft is much longer. The next day we
arrived at Bedodid Lake, which in general is not
more than three miles wide, and in feveral places
- much lefs; but it is upward of forty miles long,
which gives it the appearance of a river. It is
faid by the Indians to be fhut up on all fides, and
entirely furrounded with high land, which pro-
duces vafl quantity of fir trees, but none of them
grow to a great height in thofe parts: their
branches, however, {pread wider than thofe of
firs of three times their height and thicknefs do
in Europe; fo that they refemble an apple-tree in
fhape, more than any fpecies of the pine. They
feem rich in tar, as the wood of them will burn
like a candle, and emit as firong a fmell, and as
much black fmoke, as the ftaves of an old tar-

barrel ;
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1772 . barrel; for which reafon no Indians chufe to burn
-~ it in their tents, or even out of doors, for the

March.

314,

April.
1t

purpofe of cooking their vituals.

" The thaws began now to be very confiderable,
and the under-woods were fo thick in thefe parts
as to render travelling through'them very diffi.
cult ; we therefore took the advantage of walk-
ing on the ice of the above-mentioned Lake,
which lay nearly in the direétion of our courfe;
but after proceeding about twenty-two miles on
it, the Lake turned more toward the North, on
which account we were obliged to leave it, firik-
ing off to the Eaftward ; and after walking four-
teen miles farther, we arrived at Noo-fhetht
Whoie, or the H ll.Ifland Lake, fo called froma
very high ifland which ftands in it.

“From the twenty-eighth to the thirty-firfk of
March, we had fo hard a gale of wind from the
South, as to render walking on lakes or open
plains quite impoflible, and the violence with
which the trees were blown down made walk-
ing in the woods fomewhat dangerous; but
though feveral had narrow efcapes, no accident
happened.

From the middle to the latter end of March,
and in the beginning of April, though the thaw
was not general, yet in the middle of the day it
was very confiderable: it comm;)nly froze hard
in the nights ; and the young men took the ad-
vantage of the mornings, when the fnow was
hard crufted over, and ran down many moofe;

for
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for in thofe fituations a man with a good pair of 1772,
fnow-thoes will fcarcely make any impreflion on ‘——
the fnow, while the moofe, and even the deer, April.
will break through it at every ftep up to the bel-

ly. Notwithftanding this, however, it is very
feldom that the Indians attempt to run deer down.

The moofe are fo tender-footed, and fo fhort-
winded, that a good runner will generally tire
them in lefs than a day, and very frequently in

fix or eight hours; though I have known fome

of the Indians continue the chace for two days,
before they could come up with, and kill the
game. On thofe occafions the Indians, in gene-

ral, only take with them a knife or bayonet, and

£ alittie bag cc’mtainihg‘a fet of fire-tackle, and are

" as lightly clothed as poffible; fome of them will
carry a bow and two or three arrows, but I ne~

ver knew any of them take a gun unlefs fuch as

had been blown or burfted, and the barrels cut
quite fhort, which, when reduced to the leaft
poflible fize to be capable of doing any fervice,
muft be too great a weight for a man t6 run with

in his hand for {o many hours together.

When the poor moofe are incapable of making
farther fpeed, they ftand and keep their purfuers
at bay with their head and fore-feet ; in the ufe
of which they are very dexterous, efpecially the
latter; fo that the Indians who have neither a bow
ror arrows, nor a fhort gun, with them, are ge-
nerally obliged to lath their knives or bayonets
to the end of a long ftick, and ftab the moofe at

a diftance.
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1772, @ diftance. For want of this neceflary precauti-
t—~ on, fome of the boys and fool-hardy young men,

Apil,

who have attempted to rufh in upon them, have
frequently received fuch unlucky blows from
their fore-feet, as to render their recover very
doubtful. '

The fleth of the moofe, thus killed, is far from

_being well-tafled, and I thould think mufl be very

unwholefome, from being over-heated; as by
running fo many hours together, the animal
muft have been in a violent fever ; the flefh be.
ing foft and clammy, muft have a very difa.

. greeable tafte, neither refembling fith, fleth, nor

fowl*.

The Southern Indians ufe dogs for this kind of
bunsing, which makes it eafier and more expe.
ditious ; but the Northern tribes having no dogs
trained to that exercife, are under the neceflity of
doing it themfelves. ,

On the feventh we croffed a part of Thee-lec.
aza River: at which time the {mall Northern
deer were remarkably plentiful, but the moofe

began to be very fcarce, as.none were killed after
the third.

~ ’ On

%*Though Iwas 2 fwift mnner in thofe days, I'never accompanied
the Indians in one of thofe chaces, but have heard many of them fay,
that after 2 long one, the moofe, when kiiled, did not produce more
than a quart of blood, the remainder being all fettled in the flefh; which,
in that ftate, muft be ten times worft tafted, than the fpleen or'miltof 2
hacon hog.
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On the twelfth, we faw feveral fwans flying ;475
to the Northward; they were the firft birds of vt
paflage we had feen that Spring, except a ‘t;ew o
fnow-birds, which always precede the migrating
birds, and confequently are with much propriety
called the harbingers of Spring. The fwans al-
fo precede all the other fpecies of water-fowl, and
migrate {o early in the feafon, that they find no
open water but at the falls of rivers, where they
are readily met, and fometimes thot, in confide-
rable numbers,

On the fourteenth, we arrived at another part it
of Thee-lee-aza River, and pitched our tents not
far from fome families of firange Northern Indi-
ans, who had been there fome time fnaring deer,

-and who were all {o poor as not to have one gun
among them.

The villains belonging to my crew were {o far
from adminiftering to their relief, that they
robbed them of almoft every ufeful article in their
pofleflion; and to complete their cruelty, the men
joined themfelves in parties of fix, eight, or ten
in a gang, and dragged feveral of their young
women to a little diftance from their tents, where
they not only ravifhed them, but otherwife ill-
treated them, and that in fo barbarous a manner,
as to endanger the lives of one or two of them.
Humarity on this, as well as on feveral other
fimilar occafions during my refidence among
thofe wretches, prompted me to upbraid them

with
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1772, With their barbarity ; but fo far were my remon.
&—~— ftrances from having the defired effect, that they

April,

25th.

a%th,

*

afterwards made no fcruple of telling me"in the
plamc& terms that if any female relation of mine
had been there, fhe fthould have been ferved in
the fame manner.

Deer being plentiful, we remained at this place
ten days, in order to dry and preparea quantity
of the flefh and fat to carry with us; as this was
the laft time the Indians expefted to fee fuch
plenty until they met them again on the barren
ground. During our ftay here, the Indians com.
pleted the wood-work for their canoes, and pro-

~cured all their Summer tent-poles, ¢c.; and while

we were employed in this neceflary bufinefs, the

-thaw was fo great that the bare ground began to

appear in many places, and the ice in the rivers,
where the water was fhallow and the current
rapid, began to break up; fo that we were in
daily expectation of feeing geefe, ducks and other
birds of paflage.

On the twenty-fifth, the weather, being cool
and favourable for travelling, we once more fet
out, and that day walked twenty miles to the

-Faftward; as fome of the women had not

joined us, we did not move on the two follow-
ing days.

On the twenty-eighth, having once more muf-
tered all our forces, early in the morning we fet

out, and the next day pafled by Thleweyaza Yeth,
the
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for canoes in the Spring one thoufand feven hun- «—~o

dred and feventy-one.

As the morning of the firk of May was ex-
ceedingly fine and pleafant, with a light air from
the.South, and a great thaw, we walked eight
or nine miles to the Eaft by North, when a heavy
fall of fnow came on, which was followed, or
indeed more properly accompanied, by a hard
gale of wind from the north Weft. At tie time
the bad weather began, we were on the top of
a high barren hill, a confiderable diftance from
any woods; judging it to be no more than a
fquall, we fat down, in expedtation of its foon
pafling by. As the night, however, advanced,
the gale increafed to fuch a degree, that it was
impoffible for a man to ftand upright; fo that
we were obliged to lie down, without any other
defence againft the weather, than.putting our
fledges and other lumber to windward of us,
which in reality was of no real fervice, as it only
harboured a great drift of fnow, with which in
fome places we were covered to the depth of two
or three feet; and as the night was not very
cold, I found myfelf, and many others who were
with me, long before morning in a puddle of
water, occafioned by the heat of our bodies melt-
ing the fnow.

"The fecond proved fine pleafant weather, with
warm fonthine, In the morning, having dried

all

April. -

May
bt S
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1772, 2ll our clothing, we proceeded on our journey,
“—~ In the afternoon we arrived at the part at which

May,

3d,

my guide intended we fhould build our canoes;;
but having had fome difference with his country.
men, he altered his mind, and determined to pro.
ceed to the Eaftward, as long as the feafon would
permit, before he attempted to perform that duty.
Accordingly, on the third, we purfued our way,
and as that and the following day were very
cold, which made us walk brifkly, we were ena-
bled to make good days’ journies; but the fifth
was {o hot and fultry, that we only walked aboug
thirteen miles in our old courfe to the Eaft by
North, and then halted about three.quarters of a
mile to the South of Black Bear Hill; a place
whlch I had feen in the Spring of one thoufand
* feven hundred and feventy-one.

On the fixth, the weather was equally hot with
the preceding day; in the morning, however, we

- moved on eleven miles to the Eaft, and then met

feveral firange Indians, who informed us thata
few others, who had a tolerable cargo of furrs,
and were going to the Fadtory that Summer,
were not far diftant.

On receiving this intelligence, my guide, Ma-
tonabbee, fent a meflenger to defire their compa-
ny. This was foon complied with, asit is an
univerfal praétice with the Indian Leaders, both
Northern and Southern, when going to the com-

pany’s Fadtory, to ufe their influence and inte-
reft
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reft in convafling for companions; as they find 1772.
by experience that a large gang gains them much W""
refpect.  Indeed, the generality of Europeans
who refide in thofe parts, being utterly unac.
quainted with the manners and cuftoms of the Iﬁ-
dians, have conceived fo high an opinion of thofe
Leaders, and their authority, as to imagine that
all who accompany them on thofe occafions are
entirely devoted to their fervice and command
all the year; but this is fo far from being the
cafe, that the authority of thofe great men, when
.abfent from the Company’s Faftory, never ex-
tends beyond their own family ; and the trifling
refpect which is fhown them by their countrymen
during their refidence at the Factory, proceeds
only from motives of intereft. )
The Leaders have a very difagreeable tafk to
perform on thofe occafions ; for they are not on-
.1y obliged to be the mouth-piece, but the beggars
for all their friends and relations for whom they
“have a regard, as well as for thofe whom at other
times they have reafon to fear. Thofe unwel-
come commiflions, which are impofed on them
by their followers, joined to their own defire of
being thought men of great confequence and in-
‘tereft with the Englifh, make them very trou-
- blefome. And if a Governor deny them any
thing which they aik, though it be only to give
away to the moft worthlefs of their gang, they
immediately turn fulky and impertinent to the
~higheft degree ; and however rational they may
' U be
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be at other times, are immediately divefted of

t—~— every degree of reafon, and raife their demands

May.

to fo exorbitant a pitch, that after they have re.
ceived to the amount of five times the value of
all the furrs they themfelves have brought, they
never ceafe begging during their flay at the Fac.
tory ; and, after all, few of them go away the.
roughly fatisfied*.

' After

# As a proof of this affertion I take the liberty, though a little foreign
to the narrative of my journey, to infert one inftance, out of many hun.
dreds of the kind that happen at the different Faories in Hudfon’s Bay,
but perhaps no where fo frequently as at Churchill. In Odober 1776,
my old guide, Matonabbee, came at the head of a large gang of Nosthern
adians, to trade ut Prince of Wales’s Fort; at which time I had the ho-
nour to command it. When the ufual ceremonies had paffed, I dreffed him
nut as'} Captain of the ficft rank, and alfo clothed his fix wives from tep
totoe: after which, that is to fay, during his flay at the Factorv, which
was ten days, he begged feven licutenants’ coats, fifteep common cou's,
eighteen hats, eighteen fhirts, cight guns, one hundred and forty pounds
weight of gunpowder, with fhot, ball, and flints in proportien; together
with many hatchets, ice-chiffels, files, bayonets, knives, and a great qmn-
tity of tobacco, cloth, blankets, combs, lscking.glaffes, ftockings, handker.
chxefs, &ec. befides numberlefs fmall articles, fuch as awls, needles, paint,
fteels, &c. in all to the amount of upwards of feven hundred heaver in the

. way of trade, to give‘away among his followers. This was exclufive of his

own prefent, which confifted of a variety of goods to the value of four hun-
dred beaver more. But the molt extraordinary of his demands was twelve
pounds of powder, ttvcnry-eight pounds of fhot and ball, four pounds
of tobacco, fome articles of clothing, and feveral pieces of ironwork, &c
to give to two men who had hauied his tent and other lumber the preced-
ing Winter. This demand was fo very unreafonable, that I made fome
feruple, or at tealt hefitated to comply with it, hintiog that he was the per-

~ fon who ought to filisfy thofe men for their fervices; but I was foon 2n-

fwered, That he did not expe€t to have been denied fuch a trifle as that was;
and for the future he would carty his geods where he could get his own
price for them. On my afkinghim where that was? he replied, inave
ry infolent tone, “To the Canadian Traders.” [ wasglad to comply with
his demands; and Ihere infert the anecdote, as afpecimen of an Indian’s
confcience.
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_ After flopping four days at this place, Mato- 1772.
nabbee, and all the Indians who were to accom- ‘—'D‘/*[:y"
pany me to the Fort, agreed to leave the elderly
people and young children here, in the care of
fome Indians who were capable of providing for
them, and who had orders to proceed to a place
called Cathawhachaga, on the barren grounds,
and there wait the return of their relations from
the Faltory. Matters of this kind being fettled,
apparently to the entire fatisfaction of all parties,
we refumed our journey on the eleventh of May,
and that at a much brifker pace than we could
probably have done when all the old people and
voung children were with us. In the afternoon
of the fame day we met fome other Northern
Indians, who were alfo going to the Fort with
furrs; thofe joined our party, and at night we
all pitched our tents by the fide of a river that
empties itfelf into Doo-baunt Lake. This day
all of us threw away our fnow-fhoes, as the
ground was {o bare in moft places as not to re-
quire any fuch affiftance ; but fledges were occa-
fionally ferviceable for fome time, particularly
when we walked on the ice of rivers or lakes.
‘The weather on the twelfth was fo exceeding-
ly hot and fultry, and the water {o deep on the
top of the ice of the above-mentioned river, as to
render walking on it not only wery troublefome,
but dangerous; fo after advancing about five
miles we pitched our tents, ‘and the warm wea-
ther being likely to continue, the Indians immedi-
U2 ately

1rth,
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1772 ately began to build their canoes, which were
o~ completed with fuch expedltlon, thatin the after.

May.
18th.

Ioth.

Lzt

noon of the eighteenth we again fet forward on
our journey, bp* the day being pretty far fpent,
we only walked about four 'milcs, and put up for
the night.

The morning of the nineteenth was fine plea-
fant weather ; and as all the water was drained

-off from the top of the ice, it rendered walking

on it both fafeand eafy; accordingly we fet out
pretty early, %nd that day walked upwards of
twenty miles to the Eaft North Eaft on the above.
mentioned river. The next day proved fo cold,
that after walking about fifteen miles,” we were
obliged to put up; for having left Doo-baunt
River, we were frequently obliged to wade above
the knees through f{wamps of mud, water,
and wet fnow; which froze to our ftockings and
fhoes in fuch a thick cruft, as not only rendered
walking very laborious, but at the fame time fub-
jected us to the danger of having our legs and
feet frozen.

The weather on the twenty-firft was more fe-
vere than on the preceding day; but the fwamps §

‘and- ponds being by that time frozen over, it {

was tolerabie walking: we proceeded therefore ¢
on our journey, but the wind blew fo frefh, that ¢
we had not walked fixteen miles, before we found
that thofe who carried the canoes could not pof-

fibly keep up with us, fo that we put up for

the night. In the courfe of this day’s journey
we
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we croffed the North Weft Bay of Wholdyah'd 177 2..

n

-

93

‘Lake ; -which, at that part, is called by the Nor- W

thern Indians A Naw-nee-tha’d Whoie. This
day feveral of the Indians turned back, not being

able to proceed for want of provifions. Game
of all kinds indeed were {o {fcarce, that, except a

- few geefe, nothing had been killed by any of our
party, from our leaving the women and children
on the eleventh mﬁant, nor had we feen one deer
the whole way. '

The twenty-fecond proved more moderate,:

when all our party having joined, we again ad-
vanced to the North Eaft, and after walking about

thirteen miles, the Indians killed four deer. Qur-

number, however;, had now fo incfafed, that
four fmall Northern deer would fcarcely afford
us all a fingle meal.

‘The next day we continued our journey, ge-
rerally walking in the North Eaft quarter; and

on the twenty-fifth, crofled the North bay of

They-hole-kye’d Whoie, or Snow-bird Lake;
and at night got clear of all woods, and lay on
the barren ground. The fame day feveral of the
Indians firuck off another way, not being able to
proceed to the Fort for want of ammunition.

As we had for fome days paft made good jour-

‘nies, and at the fame time were all heavy-laden,
and in great difirefs for provifions, fome of
my companions were fo weak as to be obliged

to leave their bundles of furrs*; and many

others

* All the furrs thus left were properly fecured in caves and crevices of
. the

22d.

23d.

25th,
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1792 others were fo reduced as to be no longer capable
— of proceeding with us, having neither guns nor

May.

ammunition ; fo that their whole dependence
for fupport was. on the fifh they might be able to

" catch ; and though fith was pretty plentiful in-

moft of the rivers and lakes hereabout, yet they
were not always to be depended on for fuch an
immediate fupply of food as thofe poor peoplc re-
quired.

'lhough I had at this time a fuﬁ’icxent ftock of
ammunition to ferve me and all my proper com-
panions to the Yort, yet felf-prefervation being
the firft law of Nature, it was thought advifable
to referve the greateft part of it for our own ufe;

. efpecially as geefe and other fmaller birds were

the only game now to be met with, and which,
in times of {carcity, bears hard on the articles of
powder and fhot. Indeed moft of the Indians
who adually accompanied me the whole way
to the Factory had fome little ammunition re.
maining, which enabled them to travel in times
of real farcity better than thofe whom we left
behind; and though  we affited many of them,
yet feveral of their women died for want.” Itis
a melancholy truth, and a difgrace to the little
humanitv of which thofe people are poffefled, to
thmk that in times of want the poor women

always
the rocks, fo asto withitund any atrempt that mi.ght be made on them by

bealts of prey, and were vt hielded from the weather; fo that, in af
wrobability, fi v of them were loft,
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always come off fhort; and when reat diftrefs ap- ,7_72
proaches; many of themrare ‘permitted to ftarve, “—~

when the tiales ate amply provided for.

The twenty:fixth was fine and pleafant.. Inthe
morhing we fet out as ufual, and after walking
about five miileés, the Indizns killed three deer;

as our numbers were greatly leflened, thefe ferv-
ed us for two or three meals, at a fmall expence '

of ammuiition: _

In coritinuing our couife to the Faftward, we
croffed Cathawhachaga River, on the thirtieth of
May, on the ice, which broke up-foon after the
laft perfon had croffed it. We had not been long

oni the Eaft fide of the river before we perceived
bad weather near athand, and began to make ever
ry preparation for it which our fituation would

admit; and that was but very indifferent, being on
entire barren ground. It istrue, we had complete

fets of Summer tent-poles, and fuch tent-cloths as ™’

are generally ufed by the Northern Indians in that

feafon ; thefe were arranged in the beft manner,-

and in fuch places as were moft likely to afford

us fhelter from the threatening ftorm. The rain
foon began to defcend in fuch terrentsasto make’
the river uverflow to fuch a degree as foon to -

convert our firft place of retreat into an open fez,
and oblige us in the middle of the night to af-
femble at the top of an adjacent hill, where the
violence of the wind would not permit us to pitch
a tent ; fo that the only fhelter we could obtain
was to take the tent-cloth about our fhoulders,

and

May.

26th.

3oth,
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1772. and it with our backs to the wind; and in thig
‘—— fituation we were obliged to remain without

May.

Jane, |

3d.

8th,

the leaft ref_refhment, till the morning of the
third of June: in the. courfe of which time the
wind thifted ‘all round the compafs, but the
bad weather ftill continued, fo that we were con-
ftantly obliged to -fhift our pofition as the wmd
changed.

The wcather now became more moderate,

| though there was ftill a frefh gale from the North
“Weft, with hard froft and frequent thowers of

foow. Early in the morning, however, we pro-
cecded on our- journey, but the wet and cold I
had experienced the two  preceding days fo be-
numbed my lower extremities, as to render walk-
ing for fome time very troublefome. In the
courfe of this day’s journey we faw great num-
bers of geefe flying to the Southward, a few of
which we killed; but thefe were very difpropor-
tionate to the number of mouths we had to feed,
and to make up for our long fafting.

From that time to the cighth we killed every
day as many geefe as were fufficient to perferve
life; but onthat day we perceived plenty of deer,
five of which the Indians killed, which put us
all into good fpirits, and the number of deer we
then faw afforded great hopes of more plentiful
times during the remainder of our journey. It
is almoft neédlefs to add, that people. in our di-
ftrefled fituation expended a little time in eating;
and ﬂxcxng fome of the flefh ready for drying;

. b.lt
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_ but the dr;ring' it occafioned no delay, as we fa-' 17 /2;

ftened it on' the tops of the women’s bundles, and
dried it by the fun and wind while we were
walking ; and, ftrange as it may appear, meat
thus prepared is not only very fubftantial food,
but pleafant to the tafte, and generally much
efteemed by the natives. For my own part I
muft acknowledge, that it was not only agreeable
to my palate, but after eating a meal of it, I
have always found that I could travel longer
without victuals, than after any other kind of
food. All the dried meat prepared by the Sou-
thern Indians is performed by expofing it to the
heat of a large fire, which foon exhaufs all the
fine juices from it, and when fufficiently dry to
prevent putrefaction, is no more to be compared
with that cured by the Northern Indians in the
Sun, or by the heat of a very flow fire, than
meat that has been boiled down for the fake of
the foup, is to that which is only fufficiently
boiled for eating : the latter has all the juices re-
~maining,;, which, being eafily diflolved by the
‘heat and moifture of the ftomach, proves aftrong
and nourithing food ; whereas the former being
entirely deprived of thofe qualities, can by no
means have an equal claim to that charader.
Mot of the Europeans, however, are fonder of it
than they are of that cured by the Northern Indi-
ans. The fame may be faid to the lean parts of
the beaft, which are firft dried, and then reduced
into 2 kind of powder. That done by the Nor-
' thern’
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1772. thern Indians is entirely free from findke,. and’

June

gth.

‘quite. foft and mellow in the mouth; whereas
that ‘which is prepared by the Southern: tribes
is generally as bitter as foot withfmoke, and
is as hard as the fcraps of horn, &’ which are
burnt to make hardening@‘ for the cutlers. 1
never knew, that- any European: was fo fond of
this as they are of that made by the Northern
Indians. :

On the ninth, as we were continuing our

courfe to the F¥ctory, which then lay in the

South. Eaft quarter, we faw feveral fmokes to the
North Eaft, and the fame day {poke with many
Northern Indians, who were going to Kmapp’s
Bay to meet the Churchill floop. Several of thofe
Indians had furrs with them, but having fome
time before taken up goods on truft at Prince of
Wales’s Fort, were taking that method to delay
the payment of them. Defrauds of this kind
have been pradtifed by many of thofe people with

great fuccefs, ever fince the furr.trade has been

eftablithed with the Northern Indians -at Knapp’s
Bay; by which means debts to 2 confiderable
amount are annually loft to the Company, as well

as their Governor in the Bay.

Being defirous of improving every opportuni-
ty that the fine weather afforded, we did'not lofe

‘much time in converfation with thofe Indi-

ans, but proceeded on our courfe to the South

Eaft, while they continued theirs to the North

Eafi. »
For
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For many days after leaving thofe people, we
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had the good fortune to meet with pleaty of pro- «—~

vifions; and as the weather was for a long time
rémarkably fine and pleafant, our circumftance s
were altered fo much, for the better, that every
thing feemed to contribute to our happines, as if
defirous to' make fome amends for the fevere hun-
ger, cold,: and exceffive hardfhips that we had
fuffered long before, and which had reduced us
to the greateft mifery and want.

June.

Deer was fo plentiful great part of the way, |

that the Indians killed as many as were wanted,

without going out of their road ; and every lake
‘and .river to which we came feemed willing to
give usa change of diet, by affording us plenty of
the fineft fith, which we caught either with hooks
or nets. Geefe, partridges, gulls, and many other

fowls, which are excellent eating, were alfo in

fuch plenty, that it only required ammwunition, in

fkilful hands, to have procured as many of them

as we-could defire.

The only inconvenience we now felt was from
frequent fhowers of heavy rain; but the inter-
vals between thefe thowers being very warm, and
the Sun thining bright, that difficulty was eafily
overcome, efpecially as the belly was plentifully:
fupplied with excellent victuals. indeed the very

thoughts of being once 'more arrived fo near

home, made me capable of encountering every:
difficulty, even if it had been hunger itfelf in the
moft formidable thape.

Cn
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On the cighteenth we arrived at Egg River,

haron from which place, at the folicitation of my guide

agtir.

26th.

‘Matonabbee, I fent aletter poft-hafte to the Chief-
at Prince of Wales’s Fort, advifing him of my
being fo far advanced on my returm. The wea.
ther at this time was very bad and rainy, which-
caufed us to lofe: near a whole day ; but upon
the fine weather returning, we again proceeded
at our ufual rate of eighteen or twenty miles a
day, fometimes more or lefs, according as the
road, the weather, and other circumiftances,
would admit. '

Deer now began to be not quite fo plentiful as
they had been, though we met with enough for
prefent ufe, which was all we wanted, each per--

fon having as much dried meat as he could con-

veniently carry, befides his furrs and other necef-
fary baggage.

Early in the morning of the twenty- ﬁxth we
arrived at Seal River*; but the wind:blowing
right up it, made fo great a fea, that we were

obliged

# Mr. Jeremie is very incorrect in his account of the fituation of this
River, and its courfe. It is not eafy to guefs, whether the Copper or
Dog-tibbed Indians be the nation he calls Platfeotez de Chiens : if it be the
former, he is much miftaken; for they have abundance of beaver, and
other 2nimals of the furr Kkind, in their couniry : and if the latter,
he is equally wrong to affert that they have copper-mines in their
Gountry ; for ncither copper nor any other kind of metal is in ufe amony
them, ) :

Mr. Jeremie was not too modett wher =~ faid, (fee Dobb’s Account of
Hudfon’s bay, p. 19.) “ he could not anv thing pofitively in going

farthes
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ob]j:ged to wait near tén hours before we could 17;2.

‘venture to crofs it in our little canoes. In the ‘-'3:;:4
' ' after- =

farther ¢ Nosth ;” for in my opinion he never was fo far North or Weft as
“he pretends, otherwife he would have been more corrett in his deferipti-
on of thofe parts. : .

The Strait he mertions is undoubtedly no other than what is now
called Chefterfield’s Inlet, which, in fome late and cold feafons, it not clear

“of ice the whole Summer ; for 1 will affirm, that no Indian, either Nor.
thern or Southern, ever faw either Wager Water or Repulfe Bay, except
the two men who accompanied Captain Middleton ; and though thofe
-men were feleted from fome hundreds for their univerfal knowledge of
thofe parts, yet they knew nothing of the coaft fo far North as Marble
Iffand.

As a farther proof, that no Indians, except the Efquimaux, ever fre-
quent fuch high latitudes, unlefs at a great diftance from the fea, I maft
here mention, that fo late as the year 1563, when Captain Chriftcpher
went to furvey Chelterficld’s Inlct, though he was furnifhed with the
‘moft intelligent and experienced Northern Indians that could be
_found, they did not know an inch of the land to the North of Whale
Cove.

Mr. Jeremie is alfo as much miftaken in what he fays concerning
Churchill River, as hewas in the diretion of Seal River; for he fays that
no woods were found but in fome iflands which lie about ten or twelve
~miles up the river. At the time he wrote, which was long before a fet-

“tlement was made there, wood was in great plenty on both fides the 1i-
ver; and that within five miles of where Prince of Wales’s Fort now
ftands. But as to the iflands of which he fpeaks, if they ever exifted,
‘they have of late vears moft afluredly difappeared ; for fince the Com.
pany have hada fettlement on that siver, no one ever faw an ifland in it
that produced timber, or-wood of any defcription, within forty miles
of the Fort. Bat the great number of ftumps now remaining, from which,
in all probability, thetrees have been cut for firing, are fufficient to prove
that when Churchill River was fir(t fettled, wood was then in great plea-
ty; but in the courfe of {eventy-fix years refidence in one place, it is na-
tural to fuppofe it was much thinned near the Settlement. Indeed for
fome years paft common fewel is fo fcarce near that Fadtory, that it is the
<hief employment of moft of the fervant; for upward of feven months in
the year, to procure as much wood as will fupply the fires for a Winter,
and a ligtle timber for neceflzry repairs.
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1972, afternoon ‘the weather grew more. modetate, fo
‘—?Nthat we. ‘Were. enabled- to ferr;z over the river;

29th

after which we refamed our journey, and at mght

. pitched our tents in fome tufts of willows in
* fight of the woods of Po-co-thee- kls-co River,

at- which we arrived early in the morning of the
twenty-eighth; but the wind again blowing very
hard in the North Eaft quarter, it was the after-

noon of the twenty-ninth before we could attempt
‘to crofs it.

Juft at the time we were croﬁing the South

‘branch of Po-co-thee-kis-co River, the Indians

that were fent from Egg River with a letter to

~ the Chief at Churchill, joined us on their return,

and brought a little tobacco and fome other ar-

“ticles which I had defired. Though it was late

in the afternoon before we had all croffed the ri-
ver, yet we walked that evening till after ten
o’clock, and then put up on ore of the Goofe-
hunting Iflands, as they are generally called,
about ten miles from the Fatory. The next
morning I arrived in good health at Prince of
Wales’s Fort, after having been abfent elghteen
months and twenty-three days on this laft expe-
dition; but from my firft fetting out with Cap-

“tain Chawchmaha, it was two years feven months

and twenty-four days.
Though my difcoveries are not likely to prove
of any material advantage to the Nation at large,

or indeed to the Hudfon’s Bay Company, yet I

have the pleafure to think that I have fully com-
| plied
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~ plied with the orders of my Mafters, and that it 1772,
* has put a final end to all difputes, concerning a ‘e~
North Weft ?aﬂ'age through Hudfon’s Bay. It Joaes
will alfo wipe off, in fome meafure, the ill.ground-
ed and unjuf afperfions of Dobbs, Ellis, Robfon,
and the American Traveller ; who have all taken
much pains to condemn the condu& of the Hud-
fon’s Bay Company,-as being averfz from difcove-
rties, and from -'eiilarrging their trade.

CHAP.
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C H AP IX

A thott Defcriptitb)n‘jo‘f the Nbrtiielln Indians, alfo
- 'a farther Account of their Country, Manufac-
tures, Cuﬂoms, 'Es’c '

An account of tbe pe;_-/bns and tempers of the Northern
Indians.—They poffefs a great deal of art and cun<
ning.— Are wvery guilty of fraud when in their pow-
er, and generally exact more for their furrs than
any other tribe of Indians.—Always diffatisfied, yet

- bave their good qualities.—The men in general jea-
lous of their wives.~Their marriages.~Girls al-
ways betrothed when children; and their reafons for

it.—Great care and confinement of young girls from
the age of eight or nine years old.—Divorces com-

- mon among thofe people.~—T bhe women are Iefs pro-
lific than in warmer countries.—Remarkable piece
of fuperfiition obferved by the women at particular

 periods.—Their art in making it an excufe for a

temporary feparation from their hufbands on any lit-
tle quarrel.—Reckoned very unclean on thofe occafs-

- ons.—The Northern Indians frequently, for the
want of firing, are cbliged to eat their meat raw.—
Some tbrougb nece(fity obliged to boil it in wveffels made
of the rind of the ‘Birch-tree.—A remarkable difp
among thofe people.~The young animals always cut
gut of their dams eaten, and accounted a great deli-

- _cacy—The parts of generation of all animals eat by
. the
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- tke-men‘and bays - Manner of paffing z'bezr tmze,
" and methid: of kz!lzng deer in Summer with bows

" and errows~—Their tents, dogs; /Iedge:, &c.— .

S Snow -fhoes.—T beir parz‘zalzty to domeftic vermin.
s —-Utmoﬂ extent of the Nortbern Indian country.—

~ ‘Face of the tauntry -—-Specm o #/b. --A peculiar
7 kind of mafs afe eful for the Jupport of ‘man.—Nor-
- thern Indian method of catching fifb - éither with
- Joooks ‘oF tiets. ~~Ceremony obferved when' two par-
fi'_"m’r of thofe people meet.— Diverjions i1 common ufe.

LA fingular di _/brder ‘which aftacks fome of thofe

- peoplec—Their fupeiftition with refpect to-the death

" of their friends.—Ceremony a@%fb'_ed om thofe oceaft- .‘
* onsi~Their ideas of tbeﬁr;/f inbabitantscf the world.

: --Na formaf relzgtort aﬂzang z‘bem - -Rema: ks on tlmt
is expa/éd' -—‘Tbezr apzmon of the Aurora Boreahs,
- &c~—~Some- accazmt cf Matonabbee, “and_ bis fervi-

- ces o bzs mmtry, as well asto the Hmybn s Bav
L 07)7?[172}'

: A to ‘the perfons of the Northern- Indians,
L ‘they afe in general above the middle fize ;
~well-proportioned, firong, and robuft, but not
corpulcnf They do not poﬂ'efs that aéhvrty of
~body, and livelinefs of di fpoﬁtxon, Whlch are fo
commonly met with among the other tribes of.
Indians who inhabit the Weft coaft of Hudfon’s
Bay. -
Their compiexmn is fomewhat of the copper
caft, inclining rather toward 2 dmgy brown ;
‘ — p:d and
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and their hair, like all the other tribes in India,
is black, firong, and ftraight*.- Few of the men
have any.beard ; . this feldom malses its appear-
ance till they arc'arnved at mxddlg;agc, and then
is by .no means equal in quantity to what is ob-
ferved on the faces of the generality of Europe-
ans; the little they have, however, is exceeding-
ly firong and briftly. Some of them take but
little pains to eradicate their beards, though it is
confidered as very unbecoming; and thofe who
do, have no other. method.than that of pulling it
out by the roots between their, fingers and. the
edge of a. blunt knife. Nel,ther fex have any
hair under their armpits,. and very little on any
other part of the body, parucularly the women ;
but on the. place where Nature- plants the hair, I
never, knew them attempt toeradicate it. -
-, ‘Their feat:ures are oeculxar, and different from
any other tnbe in thofe parts; for they have very
Iow foreheads, fmall eyes, high cheek- bones, Ro-
man nofes, full cheeks, and in general long broad
chins. .Though;few of either fex are exempt
from this national fet of features, yet Nature
feems to be more ﬁn& in her obfervance of it
among the females, s they feldom vary fo much
as the men. Their ikms are foft, fmooth, and
poh[hed and when they are drefled in ‘clean
: clothmg,

¥ I have feen feveral of the Southern Indian men who were near fix feet
high, preferve a fingle lock of their hair, that, when let down, wonld trail

_ on the ground as they walked.  This, however,is but feldom feen; and
“fome have fufpeQed-it‘to be falfe: but I have examined the hair of
..feveral of them and found it to be real.
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clothing, they are as free from an oﬁ'e'nﬁve fmell

as any of the human:race. -

Every tribe of Northcrn Indxans, as well as the' '

. Copper and Dog-ribbed: Indians, have three er
four parallel black ftrokes marked on each cheek;

which is performed:by entering an:awl or needle
under the kin, and, on drawing it out again,
1mmechately rubbmg powdered charcoal tato the

wound. . - - oo

‘Their - dxfpoﬁtions are in’ genetal morofe and

covetous, and they feem .to be entirely unac-
quainted even with the name of gratitude. They
are for ever pleading poverty, even among them-
felves; and when they vifit the Fa&ory, there is
not one of.them who has not a thoufznd wants.-
. 'When any real diftrefled obje&s prefent them-
felves at the Company’s Fadtory, they are always

relieved with vituals, clothes, medicines; and eves

ry other neceffary, gratis; and in return, they

" infiru& every one of their countrymen how to
behave, in order to obtain the fame charity.
Thus it is very common to fee both men and
women come to the Fort half-naked; when either
the fevere cold in Winter, or the extreme trous
blefomenefs of the flies in Summer, make it ne.
ceflary for every part to be covered. On thofs
occafions they are feldom at a lofs for a plaufible
ftory, which they retate as the occafion of - their
diftrefs, (whether real or pretended,) and never
fail to interlard their hiftory with plenty of fighs,
groans, and tears, fometimes a&'eé’tmg to be lame',
' X z and
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and even blind, in order to excite pity. ., Indeed,

1 know of no people that have more command of
their paﬁions on fuch occafions ; ‘and in thofe re-
fpeéts the women exceed the men, as can affirm
with truth T have feen fome: of them with one
fide of the face bathed in tears, while the other
has exhibited a fignificant fmile. Falfe pretences
for obtaining charity are fo common among thofe
people, and fo often deteited, that the Governor

 is frequently obliged to turn a deaf ear to ma-

ny who apply for relief; for if he did: not, he
_might give away the whole of the Company’s
goods, and by degrees all the Northern" tribe
would make a trade of begging, inflead of bring.
ing furrs, to purchafe what they want. It may
truly be faid, that they poflefs a confiderable de-
gree of deceit, and are very complete adepts in
the art of flattery, which they ns:ver fpare as
long as they find that it conduces to their inte-
reft, but not a moment longer. They take care
always to feem attached to a new . Governor, -
and flatter his pride, by 'teliing him that they
look up to him as the father of their tribe, on
whom they can fafely place their dependance;
_and they never fail to depreciate the generofity
of his predeceflor, however extenfive that might
~ have been, however humane or difinterefted hIS
conduét; and if afperfing the old, and flattering

" the new Governor, has not the defired effe® ina
 reafonable time, they reprefent him as the worft of

chara&ers, and tell hlm to his face that he is one
of
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of the moft cruel of men-; that he his no’ f’eding
for the diftrefles of their tribe, and that many

“have perlihed for want of proper aﬁi&ance, (wluch,
if it be true, is only owmg to want of humanity

. among themfelves,) and then they boaft of having

received ten times the favours and prefents from
his predeceflor. - It is remarkable that thofe are
moft lavifh in their praifes, who have never either
deferved or received any favours from him. In
time, however, this language alfo ceafes, and they
are perfedily reconciled to the man whom they
would willingly have made a fool, and fay, * he
“ *¢is no child, and notto be deceivcd' by them.”
They differ fo much from the reft of mankind,

that harfh uncourteous ufage feems to agree bet-- -

- ter with the generality of them, parucularly the

Jower clafs, than ‘mild’ trea,tment ; .for if the leaft -

refpe@ be thown them, it makes them intolera-
bly infolent; and though fome of their leaders
“may be exempt from this imputation, ‘yet there
are but few even of them who have fenfe enough
to fet a proper value on the favours and indul.

gences which are granted to them while they re-

main at the Company’s Factories, or elfewhere
within their territories. Experience has con-
vinced me, that by keeping 2 Northern Indian at
a diftance, he may be made ferviceable both to
himfelf and the Company; but by giving him
the leaft indulgence at the Fa&tory, he will grow
indolent, in':i&i've, and’ troublefome, and only

contrivg

209
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contnve methods to tax the generoﬁty of an'Eu.
ropean. -

The. greateﬁ: part of thefe pcople never fzul to
defraud Europeans whenever it is in their power,

-and take every method to over-reach them in the

way of trade. They will difguife their perfons
and changetheir names, in order to defraud them
of their lawful debts, which- they are fometimes

_permitted to contract at the Company’s Fa&ory ;

and all debts that are outftanding at the fucceffion
of a new Governor are entirely loft, as they
always.declare, and bring plenty of witneffes to

- prove,.that they were paid long before, but that

their names had been forgotten to be ftruck out
of the book. :

Notwithftanding all: thofe bad qualities, they '
arethe mildeft tribe of Indians. that trade at any
of the Company’s fettlements; and as the great-
eft part of them are never heated with liquor, are
always.in their fenfes, and never proceed to fiot,
or any. violence beyond bad language.

The men are in general very jealous of their
wives, and I make no -doubt but the fame fpirit
reigns among the women ; but they are kept fo
much in awe .of their hufbands, that the libesty
of thinking is the greateft privilege they-enjay.
The prefence of a Northern Indian man ftrikes
a peculiar awe into his wives, as he always affumes
the fame authority over them that the mafter of

-a family in Europe ufually does over his dome-

flic fervants. .
Their
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Their martiages are not’ attended with any cé-

remony; ‘all matches are made by the parents, or

next of kin. On thofe occaﬁons the women feem
to have no choice, but implicitly ebey the will of
their parents, ‘who always endeavour to marry

their daughters to thofe that feem moft likely to

be capable of maintaining them, let their age, per-
fon, or difpofition be éver fo defpicable.

 The girl§ are slways betrothed when children;
“but never to thofe of equal age, which is doubt.

lefs found policy ‘with people “in- their- fituation,
. where the exiftence of a family depends entirely
on the abilities and "induftry of a fingle man.

‘Children; as they juftly obferve; afe fo liable to
alter in their manners and difpofition, that itis
impoflible to judge from the aGions of éarly youth
- what abilities they miay poflefs when they arrive
at puberty. For this reafon the girls are often

fo difproportionably matched for age, that it is.
very common to fee men of thu’ty-ﬁvc or forty
years old have young girls of no moré than ten
or twelve, and fometimes much younarer From

the early age of eight or nine yeats; they are pro.’
 hibited by cuftom: from joining in the moft inno.

cent amufements with- ¢hildrer of the oppofite
fex; fo that when fitting i in their tents, or even

“when travelling, they are watched and guarded

with fuch an unremitting attention as capnot be
exceeded by the moft rigid difcipline of an Englith
boarding-fchool. Cuftom, however, and conftant
eXample, make fuch uncommon reftraint and

- confine.

. R
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confinement fit light-and. ¢
- whofe. tender ages feem b
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en on .- chxldren,
_d0pted to mne- :

ed up by the ﬁdc,

oﬁpld wamen, and conﬁantly

. employed in fcrapmg ikms, mendmg thoes,. andv

Iearmng othes domcihc ﬁunes neceﬂary in:;
care. ofafamzly G e e e

Noththﬂ:andmg thofe uncommon reﬁramts ‘
on the young girls, the condu@ of their parentsis

~ by no.means upiform or confiftent.- with . this

plan;. as;they.fet no. bounda to-their. converfa,tx-‘.

~on, but talk before them, and-even ta thg:m, o

the moft. mdeucate fubjeds.. - As their -ears are.
accuﬁemed to fuch language from theu’ earhe&r-
youth, this. has by no-means the fame eﬁ‘e& on .

" ina c1V1hzed country, where every care is: taken» ‘

to prevent their morals; from being, contammated:

_ hy .obfcene:- converfation. . The Southern Incnans;
are- ftill lefs delicate in converfatzon, in the pre-.
~ {ence-of their chﬂdren. 2l

. The women among: th° Northern Indlans arel
in general more backward- than. the Southern .
Indian women ; and though -it- is well known
that neither tribe-lofe’ any -timey thofe early.
conne&ions are feldom produ&lve of chxldrcn for
{omc}ears. Sl .

- Divorces are oret.ty common amang the Nor- g
thern Indlans, fometimes for incontinency; - but
more frequently -for want of what they deem

necefiary . accomphﬂ:ments, or for bad beha.vzour. .
This
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‘mor.e nor lefs than,a good drubbmg, and turn.)
£ doors;. telling } her to go. -
latxons, accordmg to the |

mg the ' WOman out:

‘thefe are always born.at fuch a dlﬁance from.one.

. another,. that the youngeft is: ‘generally two or.
three years old beforc amother is brought into the;‘

world. . . Theijr. eafy bn'ths, and the ceremonies
which takc place.on thofe occafions,. havealready-
been. mentioned ; 1 thail therefore. only obferve:

here, that they maﬁe no ufc of cradles, like. the',_: '
Southern Indians, . but. only tie a:lump of mofs

between their legs, and always carry. their chil..
drenat-their. backs, . next the fkin,. till. they are.
. able.to walk. . Though thelr method of treatmg;
young children isin this refpect the moft uncouth
“and awkward I ever faw, there are few among,

them that can be called deformed and not onein -

ﬁfty who is.not bow-legged

- There are certain penods at whxch they never:_; .

permit the. women to abide in the fame tent with
their- hufbands... At fach times they are obhgedi

to make-a fmall hovel for themfelves at fome dif-
tance from _the other tents. - As tbls is an umi-
verfal cuﬁom among all the tribes, it is alfo a piece. -

of. pohcy w;th .the- ‘women, . upon any difference.
with

is: very kmd‘m cauﬁng thefe peo- _'
:be lefs. prohﬁ han the, inhabitants of civi--
lized nationsy it is.very. uncommon to fee one:.
woman have more than five.or ﬁx chﬂdren and,

313"
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 with “their hufbinds, to make thatanéxcufe for

a témporary- feparauon ‘when;- withont any ¢éré-
mony, they créep “out (as is their tfuil cuftomy

on ‘thofe becafions) under the eves of thit fidé of

the tent at which they happen’ ‘tobe- ﬁﬁtmg ; “for

- at thofe times' they-3 are not pértnitted to go in-or

ottt through'thiédoor,  This dultori is fo general-
ly prevalent‘amiong the wonen; that I hiave fre-
quently known foriie of the fulky dames, leave

vthcxr hufbarids and tent for four or five days at

a time, and ‘repéat the farce twice or thrice'in a’
month, whilé the’ poor nien have hever fafpected’
the deceit, or if they have, delicacy o their patt
hasnot permitted them to enquire irito the matter.

" Thave known Matonabbee’s handfome wife, who

eloped from him in Miy one ‘thoufand ' feven

" hundred’ and feventy-one, live thurf-nardy, as

they call’ it, (that is alone,) for feveral wéeks to-
gether, under this pretence ; but as a proof he’

had fome fafpicion, fhe was always carefully

watched, to prevent her from giving her compa.
ny to any other man. ‘The Southern Indiansare
alfo very delicate-in this point; for though they’
do not force their wives to build a feparate tent,

they never lie under the fanie clothes during this

period. It is, however, equally true; that the
young girls, when thofe fymptoms make their'
firft appearancé, generally go alittle diftance from’
the other tents for four or five days, and at their

: return wear a kind of ve:l or curtam, made of
beads, for fome time after, as a mark of miodefty ;

as’
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- asthey are then conﬁdered marriageable,: and of
.courfe: are called. women, though fome at thofe
periods are not more than thirteen, while others
at the'age of fifteen or fixteen have been reckon-

edas children, though'’ apparently arnved at near-
1y their full growth. -

~ On thofe occafions a; ‘remarkable piece of fupcr-

ftition® prevalls among them ;' women in this fitu.
ation are pever permitted to walk on the ice of

rivers or lakes, or near the part where the men

are huntmg beaver, or where a ﬁfhmg-net is fet,
for fear of averting their foccefs. They are.alfo
prohibited at thofe times from partaking of the
kead of any animal, z2nd even from walking in,
or croffing ‘the track where the head of a deer,
meofe; beaver, and many other animals, have
lately been carried, either on a fledge or on the
back. - To be guilty of 2 viokation of this cuftom
is confidered as of the greateft impertance; be-
caufe they firmly believe that it would be a means
of preventing the bunter from having an equal
fuccefs in his future excurfions. -

Thofe poor people live in fuch an i’nl’foi'pitable ;

part of the globe, that for want of firing they are

frequently obliged to eat their victuals quite raw, .
particularly in the Summer feafon, while on the.

barren ground; but early cuftom and frequent
neceflity make this pradice fo familiar to them,
that fo far from finding any inconvenience arife
from it, or having the leaft diflike to it,"they
frequem}y do it by choice, and particularly in the

article

315
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‘article of ﬂ{h “for" when they do make a pretence .

of dreffing it, they feldom warm it through.

Ahave frequently made one of 2 ‘party who has fat
round a frefh-killed deer, “and affifted in picking
the bones quite "clean, when I thought that the
raw brains and many other parts were exceedmg-

1y good and, however firange it may appear; I

muft ‘beftow the fame epithet on half-raw fith

even to this day I give. the preference to trout,
falmon, and the brown’ tlttemeg, when they are
. not warm at the bone. '

~The extreme poverty of thofe Indlans in gene-

ral w1ll not permit one half of them to’ purchafe B
* brafs kettles from the Company, {o thit they are -
Aill under the neceflity of contmtnng their ‘origi-

nal mode of boiling their viuals in large upright

- veflels made of birch-rind.  As thofe veflels will

not admit of. being” expofed ‘to the fire, the

Indians, to fupply the defeé, heat flones red-hot
~ and put them into the water, which foon occafi-

ons itto boily and by having a'conftant fucceﬂion )
of hot ftones, they may continue the’ procefs ag’

long as it is neccﬂ'ary . This method-of cooking,
though very expeditious, ‘is attended with one

. great evily the viGtuals which are thus prepared

are full ofwﬂﬁnd for the floriés thus heated, and
then 1mmerged in the water, are'not only liable

to thiver to pieces, but'many of them being of 2

[a)
coarfe gritty nature, fall to a'mafs of gravelin
the kettle, which cannot be prevented from mix-

- ing with the victuals-'which are boiled init. Be-.

fides
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 fides . this, - they have: feveral other methods of
- preparing their food, fuch as roafting i it by a

fring, broxlmg it; Es’c but thefe need on farther

defcrtptmn

. The moft refnarkable dith among them, as well

as all the other tribes of Indlans in thofe parts,
both Northern “and” Southern, is' blood mixed

with the half-dlgeﬁ:ed food which 15 found in the -

deer’s ftomach or paunch, and beiled up witha
fufficient quantity of water, -to make it’ of the
. confiftence of peafe-pottage. ‘Some fatand fcraps

of tender fleth are alfo '{hred” fmall and boxle'df '
with it.. To. render this dith more palatable, .

they have a_method of mlxmg the blood with
the contents of the flomach in the paunch itfelf,

and hanging it up in the heat and fmoke: of the.
fire for feveral days; which puts the whole mafs

intoa flate of fermentatwn, and'gives it fuch an

agreeabl did tafte, that were it not for prejudice,
it mightHe: eaten by thofe who have the niceft
- palates. ~Tt'is. true, fome people with delicate
jachs would not be eafily perfuaded to partake
 of this dith, "efpecially if they faw it drefleds for
moft of the fat which is boiled in it is firff chew-
“ed by the men and boys, in order to break the
_ globules that contain the fat; by \%"ch means

- it all boils out, and mixes with the brot % where-

as, if it were permitted to remainas it catne from

 the knife, it would fill be in lumps, like fuet.

- To do ]u{hce, however, to their cleanlinefs in this
g partxcuiar, I muft obferve; that they are very
care-

317
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- careful that. neither- old. people wtth ba.d Qeeth,-

nOr, young. children, have any. hand in preparing.
this: dith. At -firft, I muft- acknowledge that ¥
was rather{hy in partaking of this mefs, but when,
Iwas. fufficiently. -convinced of . the truth of the

above remark, I no longer madeé any. fcruple, but |

always. thought it exceedingly good. - _
. The ftomachof .no ‘other large: amma.l*heﬁdev

 the; deer is eaten by any of the Indizns.that.bor-.

der on Hudfon’s Bay. - In Winter, when the deer
feed on ﬁne white: mofs, the con:ents of. the ﬁo—
often feen them fit round a deer where it was
killed, and eat it warm out of: the. paunch::-
Summer the deer feed more coarfely, and there-
fore this difh, if it deferve that a,ppellatlon, is then
mot fo much in favour.-

The young calves, fawns, beaver, Es’c taken out

- of the bellies of their mothers, are reckoned moft
delicate food ; and'I am not the only European

who heartily joinsin pronouncing them the great-

eft dainties that can be eaten. - Many gentlcmen

who have ferved with me at Churchill, as wellas

"at York Fort, and theinland fettlemeénts, will

readily agree with me in afferting, that no one

- who ever got the better of prejudice fo far as to

tafte of thofe young animals, but has immediate-
ly-become exceffively fond of them; and the
fame may be faid of young geefe, ducks, &’. in
the thell. Infad, it is almoft becomea proverb
in the Northern fettlements, that whoever

’ wifhes s
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withes to know what is good, muft Jive-with'the

- Indjans... .. .

. The parts Ofgéneratlonbclonglngtoany §§g{_i,; :

they:kill, both male and female, are always eay-

~ enbythemenandhays ; and:though thofe parts,

particularly in'the males, are generally very tbi;g};?

they.are not; onany aceount, rto.becut with-an -

 edge:taol,-but torn to picces with the teeth ; and
when. any part -of them provestoo tough to be
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maficated, it -ié.fthx’thtrin_t.Qathev-ﬁl’é‘ and burnt.

For the Indians believe firmly, that if a dog thould
eat any part of them, it would have the fame ef.
fett on_their fuccefs in hunting, that 2 woman

croffing their hunting-track at an improper peri- |

od would have. The fame fi:ltffuccefs is fuppofed
alfo.to.atsend them if 2 woman, eat any of thofe
‘Pargs L P A e

the buffalo; - elk; . deen,Es?c .which ﬁhéy tﬁégerli’ '

“They are alfy Fematkably fond of the womb of

devour without' wathing, “or “ariy other- procefs

but barely firoking qut the conténts. ‘This, in

fome of the larger ‘animals; and efpecially when

they are fome, time gone with fyjqug‘,, néeds, no
defcription to make it Lufficiently . difgyfting ;
and yet I have known fome in the Company’s

fervice remarkably fond of the difh, thbix;g}; Iam
not on¢ of the number. The womb. of the bea-’

ver and deer is well enough, but that of the moofe
and buffalo is very rank, and truly difgufting*. A
S : © QOur

' _ *The Indian method of pFepzringthis unaccountable difh is by éhrowing
T e : the
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‘Our Northern Indiaris who'trade at the Fado:
Iy, as well as: all the Copper tribe, pafs: ‘thefr
whole fummer-on’ ‘the barfen ground “where they
g nerally ., fin'd plenty~ of ‘deers “and in>'fomme
of the nvers an‘d "lake:,;' 3 greht ab&mdance o‘f ﬁne

%:

Theu‘ bows: and arrﬂws, though theu' ongmal
weapons; “are;- “fince the ifittodudtion of i firé-arms
among ‘them, become of little ufe, except in kill-
mg deer as they Walk or rin’ through a‘narrow

pafm

the ﬁlthy bagacrofs a pole dxre&ly overthe ﬁrc, the ‘fmoke fwhﬂch they
Tay, “much improves it, by taking' off the, original flavour;.and when any
of itis to be: cooked 2 large ﬁake, like as much trxpe, is cutoff and boiled
for_a few minutes;; but"the many large nodes thh which the infide of the
‘womb'is ftudded, make it abominable. Thefe ‘nodes are as mcapable -of
‘being divefted of moifture as the fkin of a live eel; but when-boiled,
“much refcmblc, both in lhape and colour, the | olk of an g8 and are fo
called by ‘the natives, and as eagerly devoured by’ them e

. The tripe of the'buffalois exccedmglyugood and the Indian. method of
«cooking it -infinitely. fuperior to that pradiifed mEurope .When oppor-
tunity will permit, they walh it tolerably clean i in cold’ water, firip off all
thie honey-comb, and” only boil ‘it abour ‘half, ‘or three-quarters of an
‘hour: in that time ‘it- is fuiﬁc:ently dong for eating; and though rather
tougher than what is prepared in England, yet is cxceedmgly pleafant to
the tafte, and muft be much ‘more nourifhing than tripe that has been
foked and fcrubbed in many hot waters, and then boiled for ten or twelve
hours.

The leffer ftomach, or, as fome call it, the many-folcls, cxther of buf-
falo, moofe, or deer, are ufnally eatraw, andate very-good ;- but that of
‘the moéofe, unlefs great care be taken in walhmg it, is rather bltter, ow-
ingto the nature of their food.

™" The kidneys of both moofe and buffalo are ufually ea.t raw by the-Sou-

thern Indians; for no fooner is one of thofe beafts killed, than the hun-

© ter rips up its belly, thruftsin his arm, fnatches out the kidneys, and eats

_ them warm, before the animal i5 quite dead. They alf6 at times put their
.mouths to the wound the ball has made, and fuck the blood; which
.they fay quenches thirft, and is very nourifhin g :
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pafs prepared for their reception, where ‘feveral |

Indians lie concealed for that purpofe ~This me-
thod of hunting is only pra&icable in Summer,
-and ‘on the 'barren ground, where they have an
“extenfive profped, and can fee the herds of deer
at a great diftance, as well as difcover the nature
of the country, and make every mneceflary ar-

rangement for driving them through the narrow

defiles. This method of huntmg is performed
in the following manner :

“When the Indxans fee a herd of deer, and intend
to hunt them with bows and arrows, they ob-

ferve which way the wind blows, and always get

to leeward, for fear of being fmelled by the deer.
The next thing to which they attend, is to fearch
for a convenient place to conceal thofe who are
appointed to- thoot. This being done, a large
bundle of fticks, like large ramrods, (which they
carry with them the ‘whole Summer for the pur-
pofe,) are ranged in  two ranks, fo as to form
the two fides of a very acute angle, and the fticks
placed.at the diftance of-fifteen or twenty yards

‘from ‘each other. When thofe neceflary arrange- .

ments are completed, the women and boys fepa-
rate into two :parties, and go round .on both
fides, till they form a créfcent at the back of the

deer, which are drove right forward; and as.

each of the flicks has a {mall flag, or more pro-
perly a pendant, faftened to it, which is eafily
waved to and fro by ‘the wind, and a lump of
mofs’ ftuck on each of their tops, the poor timg-

Y rous
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Tous deer, probably taking ~them for ranks of

people, generally run firaight forward between
the two ranges of fticks, till they get among the

Indians, who lie concealed in fmall circular fen-
«es, made with loofe ftopes, mofs, £z When
the deer approach very near, the Indians who are
-thus «concealed ftart up and thoot; butas the
deer generally pafs along at full fpeed, few Indi-
‘aas have time to fhoot more than one or two ar-

rows, unlefs the herd be very large. A
~ Fhis method of hunting is not always attended
with equal fuccefs; for fometimes after the Indi-

-ans have been at the trouble of making places of
thelter, and arranging the flag-flicks, 9. the deer

will make offanother way, before the women and

-children can furround them. At other times I

have feen eleven or- twelve of them kﬂled w1th

‘one volley of arrows ; and if any gun-men attend
.on thofe occafions, they are always placed behind

the other Indians, in order to pick up the deer

-that efcape the bow-men. By thefe means I
‘have feen upwards of twenty fine deer killed at
‘ fone broadfide, as it may be termed.

Though the Northern Indians may be faid to
kill a great number of deer in this manner during
the Summer, yet they have fo far loft the art of

.fhooting with bows and arrows, that I never

knew any of them who could take thofe weapons
only, and kill either deer, moofe, or buffalo, in
‘the common, wandering, and promifcuous, me-
thod of hunting. The Southern Indians, though

they
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they have heen longer ufed to firg-arms, are far
more expert with the bow and arrow, their ori-
ginal weapons, T
The tents made pfe of by thofe Indians, borh

30 Symumer and Winter, are generally compofed
of deer-fkinsin the hair; ‘and for conyenience of
Fatriage, are always made in fmall pieces, feldom
exceeding five huckfkins in one picce. Thefe
sents, as alfo their kettjes,. 2nd fome opher Jym-

. ber, are always carried by dogs, which are train.
ed to that feryice, and are very docile and trada.

~ ble. Thofe animals are of wariops fizes and co-
lours, but all of the fox and wolf breed, Wlthiharp
nofes, full bulhy tails, angd fharp ars fanding
arelt. They are of great courage when attacked,
and bite {o fharp, that the fmalleft cur among
them will keep feveral of opr largeft Englifh dogs
at bay, if he can get up in a corngr. Thefe
dogs are equally willing to haul in a fledge, but
as few of the men will be at the troyble of mak-

B

ing fledges for them, the poor women are oblig-
- &d to content themfelves with leflening the bulk
- of their load, more than the weight, by making
the dogs carry thefe articles only, which are al.
ways lathed on their backs, much after the fame
Mmanner as packs zre, or ufed formerly to be, on

pack-horfes. * - : S
* In the fall of the year, and as the Winter ad-
vances, thofe people few the fkins of the deers
legs together in the thape of long portmanteaus,
which, when hauled on the {oow ag the hair lies,
' Y2 ate
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are: as ﬂxppery as"an otter, and ferve them as
temporary fledges while on the barren ground ;
but when they arrive at ‘any woods, they ‘then

make proper {fledges, with ‘thin boards. of ‘the

larch.tree, generally known in Hudfon ] Bay by'

'the name of Juniper.

“Thofe fledges are of various fizes, accordmg to

the firength of the perfons who are to haul them :

fome I have feen were not lefs than twelve or

fourteen feet long, -and- fifteen or fixteen inches

wide, but in general they do not exceed eight or
nine feet in length, and twelve or fourteen mchcs

. in breadth.

The boards of which thofe dledges are compof-
ed are not more than a quarter ofan inch thick,

‘and feldom exceed five or fix inches in width;

as broader would be very unhandy for the Indi-
ans to work, who have no other tools than an or-

dinary knife, turned up a little at the point,
- from which it acquires the name of Bafe-hoth

among the Northern Indians, but among the
Southern tribes it is called Mo-co-toggan. The
boards are fewed together with thongs of parch-
ment deer-fkin, and feveral crofs bars of wood
are fewed on the upper fide, which ferves both
to firengthen the fledge and fecure the ground-
lathing, to which the load is always faftened by
other f{maller thongs, or ftripes of leather. The
head or fore-part of the fledge is turned up fo asto
form a femi-circle, of at leaft fifteen or twenty in-
chesdiameter. This prevents the carriage from
diving into light fnow, and enables it to flide over
' " the
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the mequahtles and hard drifts of fnow which are

conftantly met with on the open plains and barren
grounds The trace-or- draught.lme to thofe fledg-

esis a double ﬁrmg, or flip of: leather, made faft.
to the head; and the bight is put acrofs the thoul-
ders of-the perfon who hauls the fledge, fo as to..
reft againft the breaft. ~ This contrivance, though.
fo fimple, cannot be improved by the moft inge- *

nious collar-maker in the world. -

Their fnow-thoes differ from all others made
ufe of in thofe parts; for though theyare of the.

galley kind, that is, fharp.pointed before, yet
they “are always to be worn on one foot, and
cannot be ‘thifted from fide to fide; like other

fnow-fhoes ; for this reafon the inner-fide of the
frames are almoft ftraight, and the outer-fide has:

a very large fweep. The frames are generally

made of birch-wood, and the netting is compof-

ed of thangs of deer-fkin ; but their mode-of fill-
ing that compartment where the foot refls, is
quite different from that ufed among the Sou-
thern Indians,

Their clothing, - which chxeﬂy conﬁﬁs of deer"

fkins in the hair, makes them very fubjed to be
loufy ; but that is fo far from being thought a
difgraéév, that the beft among them amufe them-
felves with catching and eating thefe vermin';
of which they are fo fond, that the produce of 2
loufy head or garment affords them not only

pleafing amufement, but a delicious repaft. - My-
old guide, - Matonabbee, was fo remarkably fond

of thofe little vermin, that he frequently fet five
o or

325.-'



326

A JOURNEY TU THE
or fix of his fitapping wives to work o loufe
thels airy deér.fkin fhifts, the produce of whith:
beirig dlwifs véry confidérable, he dagerly fe
céived with both hands; #nd licked them in a6
faft, and with a5 good 2 grace, ‘as #ny Eutopéan

- epicuré would the mites irf 4 ¢hééfe.  Hé often

affured me that foch dmufedient was not. only

very pleafing; but that thie objedts of the féarch

were very good ; fof whicli 1 gave himv eredit;
telling hint 4t the fimié fime; thaé though I en-
deavbuted t6 habituate itiyfelf t6 éVery othef part
of their diet; yét 45 I was but a foj‘odméx‘
among ther, 1 had no incliniton to accaftom
mylelf to fuch dainties as I coulddiot procite ifi
that part 6f the wotld Where[ was moﬁ‘ tficlied
to refide;

Fhe Southers Iadidns and E‘fqmmaux are
equdlly fond of thofé vermin; which aré fo de-
teftable in the éyés of an Eufbpean; nay, the

_ latter have many other dainrties of a fimilar kind

for befide making wle of train-eil as a cordial and
as fauce to their meat, I have frequently feen
them éat & wholé handful of maggoets thit were
produced in myéat by fly-blows. It is- their cox-
ftant cuftom to eat the filth that comes from the
nofé; and when their nofes bléed by accident,
they aliways lick thlé blosd into shew fnomhs, aﬂd
fwaﬂéw it :
- Thé track of land mhazbited by the Northera
Indians i8 Véry éxténfive; Feaching feGai the fifty.
ninth to thé ﬁxry eighth degreé of Noftk i
tude;
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tude ; and frotn Eaft to Weft 1 upward of five
hundred miles wide. It is bounded by Church:
ill River on the South he Athipufeow Indians’
Country o the Weft; the Dog-ribbed and €op-
per Indians’ Country ofi the North ; and by Hud.
fii’s Bay oni the Eaft.  The land throughout
that whole trick of cotintry is fcat‘cely any. thmg
but onie folid ma%s of rocks and ﬁofxes, 4nd i .
moft parts very hilly, particularly to the Weft.

ward, amiong the woods. The furface, it is very
frug, is in moft places covered with a thin fod of -

friofs, intérmited with the roots of the Wee-fa-ca-
pucca, cranberties, aid a few other lnﬁgmﬁcant
fhifubs and herbage ; but under it there is in ge:
neral 4 total want of foil, capablé of producinig
iny thing éxcept what is peculiar to theé climate.-
Some of the marflies, indeed, produce feveral
kinds of grafs, the growth of which is zmazmgi)?
tipid ; but this is dealt out with fo fparipg a hand

as to be barely fufficiént to ferve the geele, fwxns; '

. and other birds of paﬂage, during their migrati-

ons in the Spring; and Fall, while they remmain

in a moulting ftate. .
The many Iakes and rivérs with which this part

of the country sbounds, though they do not fuf. -

nifh the natives with wates- carrlage, afe: yet of
infinite advanl’age to themn; is they afford great
numbers of fith, both in Sunirier and Winter.
Thé oily fpecies ¢aught i in thofe parts are trout,
: tlttameg, (or tickomeg,) tench, two forts of bar-

Ble, ( éalled ‘w thé Sotthierh Indizns Na-thay-pith,)
burbot,_
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 burbot, pike, and a few perch, The four former
-are caught in all parts of this country, as well the

woody as the barren; but the three latterare only -
caught to the Weﬁward in fuch lakes and rivers
as are fituate ed among the woods; and though
mee of thofe rivers Jead to the barren ground,
yet the three laft mentioned fpecnes of fith are fel-

dom caught beyond the edge of the woods, not

even in the Summer feafon.

There is a black, hard, crumpiy mofs., that
grows on the rocks and large ftones in thole
parts, which is of infinite fervice to the patives,
as it fometimes furnithes them with a temporary
fubﬁﬂence, when no -animal food can be pro-
cured, This mofs, when boiled, turns to a
gummy confiftence, and is more clammy in the
mouth than fago;. it may, by adding either mofs
or water, be made to almofl any confifience.
It is fo palatable, that all who tafte it generally

. grow fond of it, It is remarkably good and

pleaﬁng when ufed to thicken any kird of broth,
but it is generally moft eftcemed when boiled i m;
fith-liquor.

The only methed pradifed by thofe people to
catch fifh either in Winter or Summer, is by
anglmcr and fetting nets; both of which methods
is attended with much fuperftition, ceremony, and
unneceflary trouble; bu: 1 will endeavour to
defcribe them in as plain and brief a manner 2
pofiible.

When they make a new fithing-net, which is

always
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always compofed of fmall thongs cut from raw

deer-fkins, they take a number of birds bills.and

feet, and tie them, a little apart from each other,
to the head and foot rope of the net, and at the

four corners generally faften fome of the toes .

and jaws of the otters and jackathes. The birds
feet and bills made choice of on fuch occafions

. are generally thofe of the laughing goofe, wavey,

(or white goofe,) gulls, loons, and black-heads ;
and unlefs fome or all of thefe be faftened to the
net, they will not attempt to put it into the wa-
ter, as they firmly believe it would not catch a
fingle fifh. ' :

A net thus accoutred is fit for fettmcr whene-
ver occafion requires, and opportunity oﬁ'crs ; but
the firt fith of whatever fpecies caught in it, are
not to be fodden in the water, but broiled whole
on the fire, and the fleth carefully taken from
the bones without diflocating one joint; after
which the bones are laid on the fireat full length
and burnt. Afirid obfervance of thefe rules s fup-
pofed to be of the utmoft importance in promot-
ing the future fuccefs of the new net; and a

neglect of them would render it not worth a

farthing*. -
When they fith in rivers, or narrow channels

that

* They frequently 'fell new nets, which have not been wet more than
once or twice, becaufe they have not been fuccefsful. Thofe nets, when
foked in water, are eafily opened, and then make moft excellent heel and
toe netting for fnow-fhoes, In general it is far fuperior to the netiing

cut by the Southern Indian women, and is not larger than common net-
twine.
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that joirt two lakes together, they could fréquent-

‘ly, by tying two, thre¢;, or more nets together,

fpréad over the whele bréadth of the channel,
and intercept évery fizable fifh that paffed; but
inftead of that, they fcattér the fiets at a confide-

~ rablé diftance from each other, from a fuperfliti-
- ous notion, thit were théy kept clofe together,
one net would be jeatous of its neighbour, and by

that means not one of them would catch a finglé
fifh, S
The methods ufed, and f+i@ly obferved, when
angling, are equally abfurd as tliofe 1have menti-
oned; for when they bait a hook, a compofition
of four, five, or fix drficlés, by way of charm, is
¢oncealed under the bait, which is alwdys fewed
round the hook. In fa&, the only bait ifed by
thofe people is in their opiniott a comipofition of
chaifns; iicloféd withif 4 bit of fith fkin, fo ds in
fome mieafure to refemble a fmall fifh. The
things ufed by way of charm, dre bits of beavers
tails and fat; ottér’s vents and teeth, mufk-rat’s
guts and tails; loon’s vents, fquirtel’s tefticles;
the crudled tiilk taken out of the fomiach of
fucking fawns and calves; humian hair, and nun:

‘berlefs other articles equally abfurd. . -

Evéry mafter of a farhily, and indeed alffioft
évery other perfon, particularly the men, have a
fmall bundle of fuch trath, which they always
¢arry with them, both in Summer and Winter;
and without fome of thofe articles to put under
their bait, few of thém could be prevailed upon

‘ ) : te
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t6 pit 2 hook into fhe water; bemg fally per.
foadéd that they fmay as well fit ia the tent, a8
- attemipt to angle without fuch afftamee. T hey
have alfo x notidn that fiflk of the fame fpecies
infabiting differént patts of the courtry, aré
fond of different th‘irrgs fo that alttoft evety
lke and rivet they atiive at, obliges theni to al-

ter the compofition of the charf.’ The fain¢

rtle is obfefved on broiling the firft fruits of a
neéw hook that #s dfed for a mew ret'; air old
hook that kas alfeidy beem fliccéfsful i catch-

ing latge fifh is eftecmed of more valte, than

a handful of new ones which have rever bcen
trie& L

- Deer ‘alfo, as well as filh, are véry nimercus
in iahy patts of this eountry ; particularly fo
the Notth of the fiktieth degree of latitude.
Alpiné harés aré tn fomé paits of the barren
ground pretey plentifal, where alfo fome herds

of mitfk-oxeni are to bé met with ; and to the

Weftward, zmong the woods, thére are fome
rabbits and partridges. With all thofe feeming

fources of plerity, howevér, one half of theé in.

habitants, and perhaps the other half alfo, dré
frequently in danger of being flarvéd to déath,

owiftg pattly to thetr want of econiothy ;- and

foft of thefe fecnes of diftrefs happerr duritig
their journiés to and- froth Prince of Wales’s

Fort, the only place af which they trade.
Wheni Northert Indians are at the Fadlory,
théy are very Hable to fiedl any thing they
: think



332 A JOURNEY TO THE

| think will be ferviceable; particularly iron hoops,
fmall bolts, fpikes, carpenters tools, and, in thort,
all fmall pieces of iron-work which they.can turn
to advantage, either for their own ufe, or for the
purpofe. of trading with fuch of their country-
men as feldom vifit the Company’s Settlement:
among themfelves, however, the crime of theft is
feldom. heard of. : o

When two parties of thofe Indlans meet, the
ceremonies which- pafs between them are quite
different from thofe made ‘ufe of in Europe on
fimilaroccafions ; for when they advance within
__twenty or thirty yards of each other, they make
a full halt, and in general fit or lie down on
the ground, and do net fpeak for fome minutes.
At length one_of them, generally an elderly man;

- if any be in company, breaks filence, by acquaint.
ing the other party with every misfortune that
has befallen him and. his companions from the
laft time they had feen or heard . of each other;
and alfo of all deaths and other calamities ‘that
. have befallen any other Indians during the fame
- period, at leaft as many paruculars as have come
to his knowledge.

When the-firft has nmihed his oration, another
aged orator, (if there be any) belonging to the
.other party relates, in like manner, all the bad
news that has come to his knowledge; and both
parties never fail to plead poverty and famine on
all occafions. . If thofe orations contain any news
that in the lealt affe& the other party, it is not

long
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long before fome of them begin to figh and fob,
and foon after break out into 2 loud cry, which
is generally accompanied by moft of the grown
perfons of both fexes; and fometimes it is
common to fee them all, men, women, and chil-
dren, in one univerfal howl. The young girls,
in particular, are often very obliging-on thofe oc-
cafions; for I mever remember to have feen a
crying match (as I called it) but the greateft part
of the tompany affifted, although fome of them
had no other reafon for it, but that of fecing
their companions do the fame. When the firft
tranfports of grief fubiide, they advance by de-
grees, and both parties mix with each other, the
men always aflociating with the men, and the
women with the women. If they have any to-
bacco among them, the pipes are pafled round
pretty freely, and the converfation foon becomes
general. As they are on their firft meeting ac-
quainted with all the bad news, they have by this
time nothing left but good, which in general has
fo far the predominance over the former, thatin
lefs than half an hour nothing but fmiles and
cheerfulnefs are to be feen in every face; and if
they be not really in want, fmall prefents of pro-
vifions, ammunition; and other articles, often
take place ; fometimes merely as a gift, but more
frequently by way, of trying whether they cannot

get a greater prefent.

They have but few diverfions; the chief is
ﬂlootmg
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ﬂxootmg at .2 mark w14:h bow and argows; and
apother out-door game, called Holl, which in
fome meafure refembles  playing with coits;
only it is dene with fhort clups, tharp at ope end.
They alfo amufe themfelves at times with: danc-
mg, ‘which is always performed in the night, It
is remarkable that thofe people, though a diftiné
nation, have never adopted any made of dancing
of their own, or any fongs to which they can
dance; fo that when any thing of this kind is
attempted, which is but feldom, they always en-
deavour to imitate either the Dog-ribbed or-Sou-
thern Indians, but more commonly the former, as
few of them are {nfiiciently acquainted ejther
with the Southern Indian langyage, or their man-
Rer, of d.mcmg The Dog-ribbed method is not
very difficult to learn, as it only confifts i in lift-
ing the feet alternately from the ground in 3

very quick fucceflion, and as high as pofiible, -
withont moving the body, which fhould be kept
guite fill and motionlefs ; the hands at the fame
time being clofed, and held clofe to the breaft,
and the head inclining forward. -This diverfion
is always performed quite naked, except the
breech-cloth, and at times that is alfo thrown off;
and the dancers, who feldom exceed three or
four at a time, always fland clofe to .the mufic.
The mufic may, by firaining 2 point, be called

- both vocal and inftrumental, though both are
dufficiently humble. The former is no more

than .
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than a frequent repetition of the words hee, hee,

hee, ‘ho;, hO, h,os .6'9,.‘" WhiCh: bya more or lefs .

frequent repetition, dwelling longer on one word
and thorter on another, and raifing and lowering
the voice, produce fomething like a tune, and
has the defired effect.  This is always accompani-
ed by a.drum or tabor; and fometimes a kind of
rattle is added, made with a piece of dried buffa-
lo fkin, in fhape exadtly like an oil-flafk, into
which they put a few fhot or pebbles, which,
when thook about, produces mufic little inferior
to the drum, though net fo loud.

‘This mode of dancing naked la performed on-
ly by the men; for when the women are order-.
ed to dance, they always exhibit without the
tent, to mufic which is played within it; and
though their method of dancing is perfedly de-
cent, ‘yet it has ftill lefs meaning and aéion than
that of the men : for a whole heap of them crowd
together in a firaight line, and juft thufle them-
felves 2 little from right to left, and back again
in the fame line, without lifting their feet from
the ground ; and when the mufic ftops, they all
give a little bend of the body and knee, fomewhat
like an awkward curtfy, and prenounce, in a lit-
tle thrill tone, h-e.e, h-0-0.0.e. ‘

Befide thefe diverfions, they have another fim-

ple in-deor game, which is that of taking a bit

of wood, 2 button, or any other fmall thing, and
after fhifting it from hand to hand feveral times,
atking
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a{kmg their antagom& . which hand. it is m’

‘When playing at this game, which only’admits

of two perfons, each of them have ten,’ fifteen

or twenty {mall chips of wood, like matches; and

when one of thc players guefles right, he takes

‘one of his antagonift’s ficks, and lays it to his
own; and he that firft gets all the fticks from
‘the other in that manner is faid to win the game,

which is generally fora finglé load of powder
and thot, an arrow, or fome other thmg of incon-
fiderable value. - : S

The women never mix in any of then' diverfi-
ons, not even in dancing ; for when that is re-
quired of them, they always exhibit without the

tent, as has been. already obferved - nor are they

allowed to be prefent at a feaﬁ: Indeed, the
whole courfe of their lives. is one continued fcene
of drudgery, wiz. carrying and hauling heavy
loads, dreffing fkins for clothing, curing. their
provifions, and pradifing other neceffary dome-
ftic duties which are required in a family, with-
out enjoying the leaflt diverfion of any kind, or

‘relaxation, on any occafion whatever ; and except

in the execution of thofe homely duties, in which

. they are always inftructed from their “infancy,

their f¢nfes feem almoft as dull and frigid as the
zone they inhabit. There are indeed fome ex-

‘ceptions to be met with among them, and I fup-

pofe it only requires indulgence and precept 10
-make {ome of them as lofty and infolent as any
women
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. women in the World -Though they wear their
hair at full length, and never tie it ups like the
Southern Indians ; and though not one in fifty of
them i is ever poﬂ'eﬂed of a comb, yet by a won-

 derful dexterity of the fingers, and a good . deal

of patience, they make fhift to firoke it out fo as
not to leave two hairs »ntang]ed but when thelr
heads are infefted with vermin, from which very
few of either fex are free, they mutually afiift each
other in keeping them under.

A fcorbutic diforder, refembling the worft ﬁage
of the itch, confumptions, and fluxes, are their
chief diforders. The firft of thefe, though very
troublefome, is never known to prove fatal, un-
lefs it be accompanied with fome inward com-
plamt 3 but the two latter, with a few accidents,

carries off great numbers of both fexes and all -

ages: indeed few of them live to any great age,
probably owing to the. great fatxgue tbey under-
go from their youth up, in procuring a fubfi.
fience for themielves and their offspring,
. Though the fcerbutic diforder above mention-
ed does appear.to be infedtious, it is rare to fee
one have it without the whole tent’s crew being
more or lefs affeCted with it; but thisis by no
means a proof of its being contagious; I rather
3ttr1buic it to the effeéts of fome bad water, or
the unwholefomenefs of fome fith they may
catch in particular places, in the courfe of their
wandering manner of life. Were it otherwife,
afingle family would in a ifhort time communi-
Z * cate

o
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cate it to.the whole tribe ; but, on the contrary,
the difeafe is never known to fpread.” Inthe
younger fort it always attacks the hands and feet;
not even fparing the palms and foles. Thofe of
riper years generally have it about the wrifts, in-
fieps, and pofteriors; and in the latter particu-
larly, the blotches, or boils as they may juftly be
called are often as large as the top of a man’s
thumb, This diforder moft frequently makes
its appearance in the Summer, while the Indians
are out in the barren ground ; and though it is
by no'means reckoned dangerous, yet it is {o ob-
ftinate, as not to yield to-any  medicine that has
ever been applied to it while at the Company’s Fac-
tory. And as the natives themfelves never make
ufe of any medicines of their own preparing,
Nature alone works the cure, which is never per-
formed in lefs than twelve or eighteen months;

" and fome of them are troubled with this difagree.

able and loathfome diforder for years before they
are perfe@ly cured, and then a dark livid mark
remains on thofe parts of the fkin which have
been affected, for mapy years 3fterward's, and in

“fome during life.

When any of the principal Northern Indians
die, it is generally believed that they are conjur-
ed to death, either by fome of theif own coun-
trymen, by fome of the Southern Indians, or by
fome of the Efquimaux: too frequently the fuf-
picion falls on the latter tribe, which is the grand
seafon of their never being at peace with thofe

| poor
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poor and diftrefled people. For fome time pa&
however, thofe Efquimaux who trade with our
floops at Knapp’s Bay, Navel’'s Bay, and Whale
Cove, are in perfect peace and friendfhip with the
Northern Indians; which is entirely owing to the

protection they have for feveral years paft receiv-

ed from the Chiefs at the Company’s Fort at
Churchill River*. But thofe of that tribe who
Z 2 live

* [n the Summer of 1756, a party of Northern Indians lay in wait at
Knapp’s Bay till the floop had failed out of the harbour, when they fell on
the poor Efguimaux, and killed every foul.” Mr. John Bean, then Mafter
of the floop, and fince Mafter of the Trinity yacht, with all his crew,
heard the guns very plain; but did not know the meaning or reafon of it
till the Summer following, when he fourd the fhacking remains of more
than forty Efquimaux, who had been murdered in that cowardly manners
and for ne other reafon but becanfe two principal Northern Indians had
died in the preceding Winter.

No Efquimaux were feen at Knapp’s Bay for féveral vears after; and
thofe who trade there at prefent have undoubtedly been drawn from the
Northward, fince the above unhappy tranfaction ; for the convenience of

being nearer the woods, as' well as being in the way of trading with the

floop that callsthere annually. Ttis to be hoped that the meafures taken
by the Governors at Prince of Wales™s Fort of late years, will effe@ually
prevent any finch calamities happening in future, and by degrees be the
mezns of bringing abouta lafkmg, fnend]y, and reciprocal intereft between
the two nations. - -

Noththﬁandmg the pacific and fricndly terms ‘which begin to dawn
between thofe two tribes at _Knapp’s Bay, Navel’s Bay, and Whale Cove,
farther North hoftilities continue, and moft barbarous miurders are per-
petrated: and the only protection the Efquimaux have from the fury of
their enemies, is their remote fituation in the Winter, ‘and their refiding
chiefy on iflands and peninfulas in Summer, which renders them lefsliable
to be furprifed dusing that feafon. ‘But even this fecluded life does not
prevent the Northern Indians from haraﬂing them greatiy, and at times
they are fo clofely purfued as to be obliged to leave moft of their goods,
and utenfils to be deftroyed by their enemy s which muft be a great lofs,
as thefe cannot be replaced but at the expence of much time and labour ;
and the want of them in the main time muﬁ create much diftrefs both to

thetn»b
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live {o far to the North, as not to have any in-

‘.tercourfe with our veflels, very often fall a facri-

fice to the fury and fuperRition of the Northern
Indians ; who are by no means a bold or warlike
people ; nor can I think from experience, that
they are particularly guilty of committing aéts of
wanton -cruelty on any other part of the human
race befide the Efguimaux. Their hearts, how-

ever,
themfelvesand their families, as they can {eldom procure any part of their
livelihood without the affiftance of a confiderable apparatus.

In 1756, the Efquimaux at Knapp’s Bay fent two of their youths to
Prince of Wales's Fort in the {loop, and the Summey following they were

" @irried back to their friends, londed with prefents, and much pleafed with
~ the treatment they received while at the Fert.  In 1767, they again fent
" one from Knapp’s Bay and one from Whale Cove; and though during
" their flay at the Fort they made a confiderable progrefs both in the Sou-

thern Indian and the Englith languages, yet thofe intercourfes have not
Been any ways advantageous to the Company, by increafing the trade from
that quarter. 1In fadt, the only fatisfaftion they have found forthe great
expence they have fram time to time incurred, by introducing thofe firan-

‘ gers, is, that through the good cq}zdu& of their upper fervants at Churchill
River, they have at length fo far humanized the hearts of thofe two

tribes, thatat prefent they can meet cach otherin a friendly manner;
whereas, a few years fince, whencver they mut, each party premeditated

" the deftru@ion of the other; and what madg their war more fhocking, was,

they never gave quarter: fo that the ftrongeft party always killed the

weakeflt, without {paring either man, woman, or child.

It is but a few years ago that the floop’s crew who annually carried
them all their wants, durft not venture on fhore among the Efguimaux
unarmed, for fear of being murdered; but latterly they are fo civilized,
that the Company’s fervants vifit their tents with the greateft freedom

~and fafety, are always welcome, and defired to partake of fuch provifions

as they have: and knowing now our averfion from train-oil, they take
¢very means in their power to convince our people that the victuals pre-

* pared for them is entively free from it. But-the fmell of their tents, cook- ‘
" ing-utenfils, and other furniture, is fcarcely lefs offenfive than Greenland

Dock. However I have eaten both fith and venifon cooked by them info
cleanly a manner, that 1 have relithed them very much, and paxtaken of
lhem with a oood appetite.
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ever, are in gene'ral fo unfufceptible of tcnd‘erhefs,

that they can view the deepeft diftrefs in thofe

who aré not immediately related to them, with:
out the leaft emotion ; not even half {o much as
the generality of mankind feel for the fufferings

of the meanett of the brute creation. I have been
prefent when one of them, imitating the groans,
diftorted features, and contradted pofition, of &

man who had died in the moft eéxcruciating
pain, put the whole company, except myfelf, mto
the moft violent fit of laughter.

The Northern Indians never bury their dead,
but always leave the bodies where they di€, fo that

they are fuppofed to be devoured by beafts and

birds of prey ; for which reafon they will not eat
foxes, wolves, ravens, &5 unlefs it be throngh'

mere neceflity.

The death of anear relation affects them {o fén-
fibly, that they rend all their cloths from their
backs, and go naked, till fome perfons lefs afflict~
‘ed relieve them. After the death of a father,
mother, hufband, wife, fon, or brothér, they
mourn, as it may be called, for a whole year,
which they meafure by the moons and feafons.
Thofe mournful periods are not diftinguithed by
any particular drefs, except that of cutting off the
hair; and the ceremony confifts in almoft perpe-
tually crying. Eyen when walking, as well asa€
all other intervals from fleep, eating, and cosivers

fation, they make an odd howling noife, oftert -

repeating the relationthip of the deceafed. But
as
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as thin is in a great weafure mere form and cul:
tom, fome of them have a method of foftening
the harfhnefs of the notes, and beinging them out
in o wmore mufical tone than that fu which they
fing their fongs.  When they reflect feroully on
the lols of & goud fitend, however, it lias fuch an
ellect on them for the preent, that they plve an
uncobunion loofe to thelr gt At thofe times
they {eem to fympathite (through cufloin) with
each other’s afflictions fo much, that 1 have often
feen feveral feoves of them erying in concert,
when at the fame thne not above halt a dozen of
theri had any more realon for fo doing than I
had, unlefs it was to preferve the old cullom, and
keep the others In countenance. 'llie wotnen
are remarkably obliging on fuch ocealionsy and as
no reftriction s laid on them, they way with
truth be faid to cry with all their wmight and
matn 3 but in common converlation they are ob-
liged to be very moderate.

"They have a tradition among them, that the
{ielt perfon upon carth was a woman, who, after
having been fome time alone, in her relearches
for berriey, which was then her ouly fond, found
an animal Jike a dog, which followed her to the
cave where fhe lived, and foon grew fond and
domeftic. This dog, they fay, had the art ot
transforming itlelf into the fhape of a handiome
young man, which it frequently did at night, but
as the day approached, always refumed its former
thape; fo that the woman looked on all that pail-

ed
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ed ot thole veanlions s drenns und delulions.
Thele vanformutivns were foun produélive of
the comleyuenves which at prelent generally fols
bow fuch Intinsate connesiong between the two
fexes, and the inother of the world began to ads
vihee in ler preguancy.

Nut long alter this happened, a man of {uch a
{urpriling beight that 1is head reached up tu the
clouds, cume to level the land, which at that tme
wad ¢ very rude mala and after le bad done
this, by the help of his w,:!l;m;_,*ﬂuk he matked
out all the likes, ponds, and rivers, and immedis
ately cauled theni to be filled with water. e
then took the dog, and tore it to pieces; the guty
he threw into the lakes and rivers, commanding
them to become the different kinds of fifh ; the
fleth he difperfed over the land, commanding it
to becore diflerent kinds of bealts and land-ani-
waly 3 the fkin he allo tore in foull pieces, and
threw it into the air, commanding it to become
all kinds of birds ; after which be gave the wo-
wan and her offspring full power to kill, eat, and
neverdpare, for that e bad commanded them to
multiply for her ule in abundance.  After this
injunction, he returned o the place whence e
camie, and has not been heard of fince,

Reticion has not as yet begun to dawn among
the Northern fudians; for though their conjue
rors do indeed ling fongs, and muake Jong fpeech-
es, to fome bealls and birds of prey, as alfo to
imaginary Leings, which they fay affilt them in

performing
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pérforming cures on the fick, yet they, as well
as their credulous neighbours, are utterly defti-
tute of every idea of practical religion. It is
true, fome of them will reprimand their youth
for talking difrefpedfully of particular beafts and
birds ; but it is done with fo little energy, as to
be often retorted back in derifion. Neither is
this, nor their cuftom of not killing wolves and-
quiquehatches, univerfally obfeérved, and thofe
who do it can only be viewed with more pity and
contempt than the others; for I always found it
arofe merely from the greater degree of conf-
dence which they had in the {upernatural power
of their conjurors, which induced them to believe;”
that talking lightly or difrefpecifully of any thﬁ)g
they feemed to approve, would materially aﬁc&
their health and happinefs in this world: and I
never found any of them that had the leaft idea
of futurity. Matonabbee, without cne exc’ept\x-
on, was a man of as clear ideas in other matters
as any that I ever faw . he was not only a perfed
mafter of the Southern Indian language, and their
belief, but could tell a better ftory of our Savi-
our’s birth and life, than one half of thofe who
call themfelves Chriftians ; yet he always declar-
ed to me, that neither he, nor any of his coun-
trymen, had an idea of a future flate. Though
he had been taught to look on things of this
kind as ufelefs, his own good fenfe had. taught
him to be an advocaté for univerfal toleration ;

»and I have feen him feveral times aflitt at fome of

the
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the moft facred rites performed by the Southern
Indians, apparently with as much zeal, as if he had:
given as much credit to them as they did: and
with the fame liberality of fentiment he would,
I am perfuaded have affifted at the altar of a Chris
ftian church, or in a Jewifh fynagogue; not
with a view to reap any'advantage himfelf, but
merely, as k¢ obferved, to aﬂiﬂ: others who believ:
éd in fuch cérémonies. ' :

Being thus deftituté of all religious controul;
thefe people have; to ufe Matonabbee's own words;
“nothing t6 do but confult their own intereft,
“ inclinations; atid paffions ; and to pafs through

¢ this world with as much éafe and contentment

« 35 poffiblé, withiout any hopes of réward, or
“ pamful fear of pumfhment in the next.” Id
this ftate of mmd they are, whén in profpcrlty,
the Lappieft 6f mortals ; for nothmg bat perfonal
or family calamities can difturb their tranquillity,
‘while misfortunes of the lefler kind fit light on
them. Like moft other éincivilized péople, they

bear bodily pain with great fortinude, though in

that refpe@ I canmot think them equal to the Sou-
thern Indians.

. Old age is the greateft calamity that can befal a
Northern Indian ; for when he i: paft labour, he
is neglected, and treated with great difrefpect,
even by his own children. ‘They not only ferve
him laft at meals, but generally give him the

coarfeft and wortt of the vituals : and fachofthe -

fkins as they do not chufe to wear, are made up
in
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in the clumfieft manner into clothing for their
aged parents; who, as they had, in 3ll probabi-
lity, treated their fathers and mothers with the
fame negle@, in their turns, fubmitted. patiently
to their lot, even without 2 murmur, knowing
it to be the common ‘misfortune attendant an old
age'; fo that they may be faid to wait patiently
for the melancholy hour when, being no longer
capable of walking, they are to be left alone, to

ftarve and perith for -want. : - This, however,

fhocking-and unnatural it may appear, is never-

- thelefs fo common, that, athong thofe people, one

half at leaft of the aged perfons of both fexes ab-
folutely die in this miferable condition. :
The Northern Indians call the Aurora Borealis,

. Ed- thin ; thatis, Deer*: and when that meteor is
‘very bright, they fay that deer is plenuful in that

part of the atmofphere ; but they have never yet

~ extended their ideas fo far as to entertain hopes

of tafting thofe celeftial animals. .
Befide this filly notion, they are very fuperih-

* tious with refpect to the exiftence of feveral kinds

of fairies, called by them Nant-e-na, whom they
frequently fay they fee, and who are {uppofed by
" - them

# Their ideas in this refpeét dre founded on a ptinciple one would not
jmagine, Experience has thewri them, that when a hairy deer-fkin is
rifkly firoked with. the handin a dark mght, it will emit many fparks of
ele@trical fire, as the back of a cat will. The idea which the Soithern
Indians have of this meteor is equally romant;c, though more pleafing, as
they believe it to be the fpirits of their departed friends dancxng in the
clouds ; and when the durora Borealis is remarkably bright, at which time
they vary moft in colour, form, and fituation, they fay, their deceafed
friends are very merry.
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them to inhabit the different elements of earth,
fea, and air, according to their feveral qualities.
To one or other of thofe fairies they ufually at-
tribute any change in their circumftances, either
for the better or worfe ; and as they are led into
this -way of thinking entirely by the art of the
conjurors, there is no fuch thing as any general
mode of belief; for thofe jugglers differ fo much
from each other in their accounts of thefe beings,
that-thofe who believe any thing they fay, have

little to do butchange their opinions according -
to the will and caprice of the conjuror, who isal..

moft daily relating fome new whim, or extraor-
dinary event, which, he fays, has been revealed

to' him in a dream, or by fome of his favourite

fairies, when on a bunting excurfion.-

~ Some
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Some Account of MATONABBEE, and ¢f the eminent
Services which he rendered to his Country, as wwell
as to the Hudfon’s Bay Company.

MaToNABBEE was the fon of a Northern Indi-
an by a flave woman, who was formerly bought
from fome Southern Indians who came to Princé
of Wales’s Fort with furrs, &, This match was
madé by Mr. Richard Norton, then Goverfior;
who detained them at and near the Fort, for the

fame purpofe as he did thofe Indians called Hoime-

guard. As to Matonabbee’s real age; if is im-
poflible to be particular ; for the natives of thofe
parts being utterly unacquainted with letters, or
the ufe of hieroglyphics, though their memories
are not lefs retentive than thofe of other nations,
cannot preferve and tranfmit to pofterity the ex-
a& time when any particular event happens. In-
deed, the utmoft extent of their chronology reach-
es no farther, than to fay, My fon, or my daugh-
ter, was born in fuch a Governor’s time, and
fuch an event happened during fuch a perfon’s
life-time (though, perhaps, he or fhe has been
dead many years). However, according to ap-
pearance, and fome corroborating circumftances,
Matonabbee was born about the year one thou-

fand feven hundred and thirty-fix, or one thou-

fand feven hundred and thirty-feven; and his
father dying while he was young, the Governor
took
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took the boy, and, according to the Indmn cuf-
‘tom, adopted him as his fon.

Saon after. the death of Matonabbee’s father,
‘Mr. Norton went to England, andas the boy did
net experience from his fucceflor the fame regard
and attention which he had been accuftomed to
receive form Mr. Norton, be was foon taken from
the Fa&ory by ibme of his father’s relations, and
.continued . Wlt’h the Northern Indians till Mr.
" Ferdinand Jacobs fucceeded to the command of
‘Prince of Wales’s Fort, in the year one thoufand
feven hundred and fifty-two; when out of re-
g_ard to old Mr. Norton, (who wa_s‘then dead,)
Mr. Jacobs took the firft opportunity that offered

to detain Matonabbee at the Fadtory, where he

was for feveral years employed in the hunting-
fervice with fome of the Company’s fervants,

particularly with the late Mr. Mofes Norton*,-

({fon of the late Governor,) and Mr. Magnus

Johnftont.

. In the courfe of his long ftay at and near the
qut, it is no wonder that he fhould have become
perfect mafter of the. Southern Indian language,

- and made fome progrefs in the Englith. It was
during this period, that he gained a knowledge

‘of the Chriftian faith; and he always declared, .

that it was too deep and intricéte for his compre-
henfion. Though he was a perfect bigot with
, _ refpec’t

# Afterwards Governor. ‘
1 Mafter of the Churchill floops
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refpe& to the arts and tricks of Indian jugglers,
yet he could by no means be imprefled with a be-
lief of any part of our religion, nor of the religi-
on of - the Southern Iadians, who have as firm a
belief in a future fate as any people under the
Sun. He had fo much natural good fenfe and

Jliberality of fentiment, however, 25 not to think

that he had a right to ridicule any particular fect
on account of their religious opinions. On the
contrary, he declared, that he held them all equal-
ly in efteem, but was determined, as he came iu-
to the world, fo he would go out of it, without
profefing any religion at all.  Notwithftanding
his averfion from religion, 1 have met with few
Chriftians who poflefled more good moral quali-
ties, or fewer-bad ones.

It is impoflible for any man to have been more
pun&ual in the performance of a promife than he
was; his fcrupulous adherence to truth and ho-
nefty would have done honour to the moft en-
lightened and devout Chriftian, while his benevo-

~ lence and univerfal humanity to all the human

racef, according to his abilities' and manner of
: life,

7t muft here obferve, that when we went ta war with the Efquis
mzux at the Copper River in July 1771, it was by no means his propofal:
on the cortrary, he was forced into it by his countrymen. For I have
heard him fay, that when he firt vifited that river, in company with
¥.dot-le-aza, they met with feveral Efquimaux ; -and fo far from killing
thew, were very frieadly to them, and made them fmail prefents of fuch
asticles as they counld beft {pare, and that would be of moft ufe to them,
it is more than probable that the two bits of iren found among the plum
) der
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life,-could not be exceeded by the moft illuftri-
ous perfonage now on record ; and to add to his
other good qualities, he was the only Indian that
I ever faw, except one, who was not guilty of
backbiting and flandering his neighbours.

_In flature, Matonabbee was above the common
fize, being nearly fix feet hight ; and, except that
his neck was rather (though not much) too fhort,
he was one of the fineft and beft proportioned
men that I ever faw. In complexion he was
dark, like the other Northern Indians, but his
fice was not disfigured by that ridiculous cuftom
of marking the cheeks with three or four black
lines. His features were ragular and agreeable,
and yet fo firongly marked and expreflive,” that
they formed a completeindex of his mind ; which,
as hé never intended to deceive or diflemble,
he never wifhed to conceal. In converfation he was

eafy, lively, and agreeable, but exceedingly mo-
deft ; and at table, the noblenefs and elegance of

his manners might have been admired by the firft
perfonages in the world ; for to the vivacity of a
Frenchman,

der while T was there, were part of thofe prefents. There were alfoa few
long beads found among thofe people, but quite different fram any that

the Hudfon’s Bay Company had ever fent to the Bay; fo that the only

probable way they could have come by them, muit have been by an inter.
courfe with fome of their tribe, who had dealings with the Danes in Da-
vis's Straits. It is very probable, however, they might have pafled
through many hands before they reached this remote place. -Had they

had an immedjate intercourfe with the Efquimanx in Davis’s Straits, it is ~

natural to fuppofe that iron would not have been fo farce among them
zs it feemed to be; indeed the diftance is too great to admit of it.

11 have feen two Northern Indians who meafured fix feet three inches;
#nd one, fix feet four inches,

35t
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Frenchman, and the fincerity of an Englifhman,
he added the gravity and noblenefs of a Turk; all
fo happily blended, as to'render his company and
converfation univerfally pleafing to thofe who

'under{tood either the Northern or Snuthern Indi-

an languages, the only Ianouagea in whlch he

could converfe.
He was remarkably fond of Spamﬂ1 wmes,

ihough he never drank to excels; and as he

would not partake of fpirituous hquors, however
fine in quahty ‘or plainly mixed, he was always
matfter of himfelf. As no man is exempt from
frailties, it is natural to fuppofe that as a man he
had bis fhare; but the greateft with _whu_:h Ican

charge him, is jealoufy, and that fometimes carri-

ed him beyond the bounds (_)f_hun_la,nitye

In his early youth he difcovered talents equal
to the greateft tafk that could poffibly be expe&t-
ed from an Indian.. Accordingly Mr. Jacobs,
then Govemor at Prince of Wales’s Fort, engag..
and \/}cchator betwecn the No,rthern Ind;;ms and
the Athapufcow Tribe, who till then had always
been at war with each other. In the courfe of
this embafly Matonabbee not only difcovered

~ the moft brilliant and folid parts, but fhewed an

extenfive knowledge of every advantage that
could arife to both nations from a total fupprefii-
on of hofiilities ; and at times he difplayed fuch

mﬁances of perfonal courage and magnanimity,
. . as
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as are rarely to be found among perfons ﬂf fupc-
' rior condition and rank. -
He had not penetrated far into the country of
the Athapufcow Indians, before he came to feve:
r2l tents with inhabitants ; and there, to his great

farprife, he found Caprain Keelfhies, (2 perfon

frequently mentioned in this Journal®,) who was
then a prifoner, with all his family and fome of
his friends, the fate of whom was then undeter:
mined; but through the means of Matonabbee,
‘though young enough to have been his fon, Keel
thies and a few others were releafed, with the
lofs of his effects and all his wives, which were
[ fix in number, Matonabbee not only kept his
ground after Keclhies ard his finall party had

been permitted to return, bat made his way into -

the very heart of the Athapufcow country, in
order to have a perfonal conference with all or
" moft of the principal inhabitants. The farther
he advanced, the more occafion he had for intre-
pidity. At one time he came to five tents of

thofe favages, which in the whele contained fix-

teen men, befides their wives, childern, and fer«
vants, while he himfelf was entirely alone, except
one wife and a fervant hoy. 'The Southern Indi.
ans, ever treacherous, and apparently the more
kind when they are premeditating mifchief, feem-
ed to give him a hearty welcome, accepted theé
tenders of peace and reconciiiation with apparent

: Aa fafmfa&xort,v

#TFhe fame perfon was at Prince, of Wales's Fort whien the Frcnclnmv-
edon the:3th of Auguﬁ 1782, and faw them detmolith the Fort.

333
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{fatisfadticn, and, as a mark of their- approbatlon,

each tent in rotation .made a feaft, or entertain-
ment, the {ame night, and invited him to par-
take; at-the laft of which they had concerted a
fcheme to murder him. He was, however, fo

‘perfeét a mafter of the Southern Indian language,

that hefoon difcovered their defign, and told

: them, he was.not come in a hoftile manner, but

if they attempted any thing of the kind he was
determined to fell his life as dear as poffible. On
hearmg this, fome of them ordered that his fer-
vant, gun, -and fnow-fhoes, (for it was winter,)
fhould be brought into the tent and fecured;

but he fprung from his feat,. feized his gun and
fnow-fhoes, and went out of the . tent, telling
them, if they had an intention to moleft him,

_ that was the proper place where he could fee his

enemy, and be under no apprehenfions of being
thot cowardly through the back. ¢Iam fure
< (faid. he) of killing two or three of you, and if
< you chufe to purchafe my life at that price,
¢ now is the time; but if otherwife, let me de.
¢ part without any farther moleftation.” They
then told him he was at liberty to go, on condi-
tion of leaving his fervant ; but to this-he would

. not-confent. He then ruthed into the tent and

took his fervant by force from two men; when
finding there was no appearance of ' farther
danger, he fet out on his return o the frontiers
of his own country, and from thence to the

The
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""" The year following he again vifited the Atha-
pufcow country; accompanied by a confiderable
numiber of -chofen men of his own nation, who
were {o far fuperior to fuch Amall parties of the
‘Southern .Indidns as "they had met, that they
commanded refpe@® wherever they came; and
- having traverfed the whole country, and converf-
~ed with all the principal men, peace and friend-
fhip were apparently re-eftablithed. According-
1y, when the Spring advanced the Northern In-
dians began to-difperfe, and draw out to the Eaft-
'ward on the barren ground ;. but Matonabbee,
and-a few others, chofe to pafs the Summer in the
Athapufcow country. As foon as the Southern
Indians were acquainted with this defign, and
found the number of theNorthern Indians {o re-
- ‘duced, ‘a fuperior number of them dogged and

haraffed them the whole Summeér, with a view to -

. furprife and kill them when afleep; and with
that view twice a&tually approached fo near their
tents as fifty yards. But Matonabbee told them,
as he had done when alone, that though there
.were but few of them, they were all determined
to fell their lives as dear as poffible: on which the
Southern Indians, without making any reply, re-
tired ; for no Indians in this country have the
courage to face their enemies when they find
them apprized of their . approach, and on their

guard to receive them. :
Notwithftanding all thefe difcouragements and

great dangers, Matonabbee perfevered with cou-
‘ Aaz _ Tage
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rage and refolution to vifit the Athapufcow Indi-
ans for feveral years fucceffively ; and at length,

‘by an uniform_ difplay of his pacific difpofition,
and by rendering a long train of good offices to
thofe Indians, in return for their treachery and
iperfidy, hie was fo happy as to be the fole inftru-
‘ment of not only bringing about a lafting peace,
‘but alfo of eftablifhing a trade and vec;procal in-
‘tereft between the two nations.

After having performed this great work he
‘was prevailed upen to vifit the Copper-mine Ri-
ver, ‘in company with a famous leader, called
Y.dat-le-aza; and it was from the report of thofe
two men, that a journey to that part was propof-

"ed to the Hudfon’s Bay Company by the late Mr.

Mofes Norton, in one thoufand feves hundred
and fixty-nine. In one thoufand feven hundred
and feventy he was engaged as the principal guide
on that expedition ; which he performed with
greater punctuality, and more to my fatisfaction,
than perhaps any other Indian in all that country
would have done. At his return to the Fort in
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two, he
was made head of all the Northern Indian nation;
and continued to render great fervices to the

‘Company during his life, by bringing a greater

quantity of furrs to their Fatory at Churchill
River, than any other Indian ever did, eor
ever will do. His laf vifit to Prince of Wales's
‘Fort was in the Spring of one thoufand feven
h:undred and exghty -two, and he intended to have

repeated
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-repeated it in the Winter following; but when

he heard that the French had defiroyed the Fort,
and carried off .all the Company’s fervants, he
never afterwards reared his head, but took an
opportunity, when noone fufpe@ed his intenti-
on, to hang bimfelf. This is the more to be
wondered at, as he is the only Northern Indian
who, that I ever heard, put an end to his own
exiftence. The death of this man was a great
.. Jofs to the Hudfon’s Bay Company, and was at-
““tended with a moft melancholy fcene; mo lefs

than the death of fix of his wives, and four chil.

dren, all of whom were flarved to death the fame
Winter, in one thoufand feven hundred and
cighty-three.

CHAP,
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CHAP X

.e{n Accozmt of z‘be prmcz_pal .Qqadrupeds fazmd in ibe
Nartbern Farts of Hudfon’s Bay.——The Bzgﬁézlo,
Moq/e, M uﬂ -a%, Deer, and Be(wer —-A mpzml ,

. Miftake cleared up réfpecting the We-wq.r ki ﬂa
- Animals ‘with. Canine Teeth. T he. Wolf—
"~ Foxes of various calaurs——Lynx, or Wild C’tzt—; 6-
lar, or White Bear—Black Bear——Brown Bear—

. Wolverene- -—-OIz‘er———_‘}’ackajb—Wemck Skunk-—’
‘ ,Pme Martin—Ermine, or Stote, . ‘

Animals with cutting Teeth.———=The Muft Béa—
wer—Parcupme-—-—Varymg Hare—-—-Amerzcan Hare
—Cemmon. Squirrel—Ground Squirrel—Mice of
warious Kinds,—and the Caftor Beaver.

The Pinnated %{adruped: with finlike Feet,
Jound in Hudfor’s Bay, are but three in number,
viz. the Warlus, er Sea-Horfe,—Seal,—and Sea-
Unicorn.

The Species of Fifb found in the Sal: Water of Hud-
Jon’s Bay are alfo few in number ; being the Black
Whale—White Whale—Salmon—and Kepling.

Shell-fifb, and empty Shells of feveral kinds, found
on the Sea Coaft near Churchill Rwer.

Frogs of warious fizes and colours 3 2ljo @ great wari-
ety of Grubbs, and other In/Z’éZ.r, always found in a
Jrozen fate during Winter, but when expofed to the
beat of a flsw fire, are foon re-animated.

An
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An Account of fome. of the principal. Bzrd: fbund inthe
~ NorthernParts of Hudfon's Bay; as well thefe that one

ly migrate there in Summer'; as.ihofe that aré known

.20 brave the coldeft Winters :—~~Eagles of various

 kinds—Hawks of various fizes and plumage~White

. or Snowy Owle—--Grey or motled Owl— Cob-a-dee-
cooch—+Raven——Cinerious. Crow~Weod Pecher—

. Ruffed Groufe—-Pheafant—-Wiod Partridge—

- Willow Partridge—Rock Partridge-.-Pigeon—Red-

- -breafted Thrufo—--Grofbeak—-Snow Bunting-—

- White-crownéd Bunting—Lapland Finch, two forts

—-—«Lark——ﬁtmsujé’—-Swallaw—-—Maﬂm --Hoppmg
Crane—DBrown Crane—Bitron—Carlow, two forts

: -—_745& Snipe—Red GodwattiePlover—. Black
* Gllemet—=Northern Diver—Black- throated Diver

" ——Red-throated Diver—White: Gull--Grey Gull-ws

Black-heid—Pellican---Goofander---Swans of two
Species-~Common Grey Goofe- --Caniida Goafe- -White
or Snow Gaofe---Blue Goofe-- Horned Wavy---Laugh-
--ing Goofe---Barren Goofe---Brent Gao/é' --Duntes

' Goqfé---Bean Gaofe. - - -

" The Species of Water: Fowl zfually called Duck :
that refort to thofe Paris annually, are in great vai
ricty; butthofe that are moft eftcemed are, the Mal-

. dard Duck,—Long-tailed Duck Q--’W’gean, and Teali

Of the Vegetable Productions as Jar Nartb as Cburc/a- -
ill River, particularly the moft ufeful 5 fuch as the

- Berry-bearing Bufbes, &co— ~Goofeberry---Cra
- berrye---Heathberry--- Dewater-berrye--Black
rans--Fyniper-berry--Partridge-berry---Strawbers

Y
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Ary.--Eye-btrrymBlae-Berry, --m:d 4 fmall _}?emx
. 4 Hip\fo S o .
Bumdgc---Coltg%of—-SarreI—-—Dmddzon, E
. Wifb-a-copusca—Fackafbey-puck—Mofs sf va-
ﬁowﬁﬂm—Gmﬁ of feveral kinds——and Veiches.
- The Trees found fo far North near the Sea, con-
ﬁ_’ﬁ only of Pines—Funiper~Smali ,Paplﬂn-w-Ezg/b '
WI”ﬂ'w.fm-ﬂﬂd Creepmg Bzrcb : :

EFORE I cancludc this work, it may ot be
‘improper to give a fhort account. of the

| prmcxpal Animals that frequent the lugh Nor-

thern latitudes, though moft of them arefound alfo-
far to the Southward, and confequently in much
milder climates. The buffalo, .mufk-ox, deer,
and the moofe, bave been already defcribed in
this Journal. I fhall therefore only makse 2 few

. vemarks on the latter, in order to redify a mif-

take, which, from wrong information, has crept

- inte Mr. Pennant’s Ar&ic Zoology. In page 21

of that elegant work, he claflfes the Maofe with

 the We-was-kifh, though it ccrtamly has not any
affinity to it,

The We-was.kith, or as fome (though unpro.l

| perly) call ity the Watkefle, is quite a different ani.

mal from the moofe, being by no means fo large
in fize. The horns of the We-was:kifh are fome-
thing fimilar to thofe of the common deer, but
are not palmated in any part. They ftand more
upright, have fewer branches, and want the brow
antler. The head of this animal is fo far from

being
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fharp, like the nof¢ of a fheep : indeed, the whole

external- appearance of the head is not very un. |

 like that of an-afs.  The hair is ufually of a fandy

.red; and they are frequently called by the Englifh -

7 -whd vifit the interior parts of the country, red
. deer. Their flefh is tolerable eating; but the

fat is as hard as tallow, and if eaten -as hot as

~ poffible, will yet chill in fo fhort a time, “that it

* clogs the teeth, and fticks to the roof of the mouth, |
- in fuch a-manner as to render it very difagree- .

~ able. * In the Spring of one thoufand feven hun.

. dred and feventy-five, I had thirtesn fledge-loads

of thismeat brought to Cumberiand Houfe in one
‘day, and alfo two of the heads of this animal un.

fkinned, but the horns were chopped off; a proof -
of their wearing them the whole Winter. They-

are the moft ftupid of all the deer kind, and fre.
quently make a fhrill whiftling, and quivering
noife, not very unlike the braymg of anafs, which
dire@s the hunter to the very fpot where they

are. They generally keep in large herds, and )

when they find plenty of pifture, remain a long
time in one place, Thofe deer are feldom an

objeét of chace with the Indians bordering on -

' Bafquiau, except' when moofe and other game
fail. Their fkins, when drefled, very much re-
femble that of the moofe, though they are much
thinner, and have this peculiar quality, that they

will wafh as well as fhamoy leather ; whereas all -

the other lea,ther.s and pelts drefled by the Indians,
if

| 361
; being like that- of -the Moofe, that the nofe is -
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if they get wet, turn quitehard, unlefs grcat caré

be taken to keep conﬁantly rubbmg them whlle

drying. - ‘ -

The- perfon who mformcd Mr. Pennant that'
the we-wis-kith -and the moofe are the fame ani-

mal, never faw one of them ; and the only reafon-
he had to fuppofe it, was the great refemblance of -
their {kins: yet it is rather ftrange, -that fo inde--
fatigable a colleGor .of Natural - Hiflory . as the.

" late Mr. Andrew Graham, fhould have omitted

making particular enquiry about them : for any

. foreign Indian, particularly thofe; that refide near

Bafquiau,-could eafily have convmced hlm to the
contrary

" Animals with Canine Teeth.

‘WoLves are frequently met with in the coun=
tries Weft of Hudfon’s Bay, both on the barren -
grounds and among the woods, but.they are-not
numerous ; it ‘is very uncommon to'_fee. more
than three or four of them in a herd. ' Thofe -
that. keep to the Weftward, among the woods,
are generally of the ufual colour; but the greateft
part of thofe that are killed by the Efquimaux
are perfe@ly white. All the wolves in Hudfon’s
Bay.are very thy of the: human race, yet when

-fharp fet, they frequently follow the Indians for

- ‘feveral days, . but always . keep-at a diftance:

They are great enemies to the Indian dogs, and
: frequently
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frequently kill and eat thofe that are heavy load.
ed, and cannot keep up with. the- main body.

The Northern Indians have formed ﬁrantre ideas
of :this ammal as they think it does not eat its .

vi&tuals:raw; but: by a-fingular and wonderful
{agac;ty, pecuhar to itfelf, has a method of cook-
ing'them without- fire.. The femalés are much
fwifter than the males ; ;3 for which reafon the In-

diaris, both Northern and Southern, are of opini~ .

on that they kili the greateft part of the game.
* This cannot, however, always be the cafe;. for to
~ the North of Churchill they, in general, live a for.
lorn lifeall the Winter, and are feldom feen in

pairs till the Spring, when they begin to couple;

and' generally- keep in pairs all “the Summer,
They always burrow under-ground to bring
forth their yonng; and though it is natural to
fuppofe them .very fierce at thofe times, yet I
have frequently feen the Indians go to their dens,
and take out the young ones and play with them.
I never knewa Northern Indian. hurt one of

‘them : on the contrary,. they always put them -

carefully into .the den ‘again ; and I have fome-
times feen them paint the faces of the young
‘Wolves with vermillion, or red ochre..

363

- The Arctic Foxes are in fome years remarka- Foxes of

bly plentiful, but generally moft fo on the barfen
ground, .near the fea.coaft. Noththﬁandmg
what has been faid of this animal only vifiting the
{ettlements once in five or feven years, I can affirm
there is not one year in twenty that they are not

caught

various co-
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caught in greater or lefs numbers at Churchill ;
and I have known that for three years running,
not lefs than from two hundred to four hundred

- have been caught each year within thirty miles

of the Fort. They always come irom the North
-along the coaft, and generally make their appear.
ance at Churchill about the middle of October,

‘but their fkins are feldom in feafon till Novem.

ber; during that time they are never molefted,
but permitted-to feed round the Fort, till by de.
grees they become almoft domeflic. The great

_numbers of thofe animals that vifit Churchill Ri.

verin fome years do not all come in a body, as
it would be impoffible for the fourth part of them
to find fubfiftence by the way; but when they
come near the Fort, the carcaflfes of dead whales
lying along the fhores, and the fkin and other
offal, after boiling the oil, afford them a plentiful
repaft, and prove thé¢ means of keeping them
about the Fort till, by frequent reinforcements
from the Northward, their numbers are fo far in-
creafed as almoft to exceeded credibility.

When their fkins arein feafon, a number of
traps and gins are fet, and the greateft part of

- them are caught in one month, though fome few

are found during the whole Winter. I have fre-
quently known near forty killed in one night
within half a mile of Prince of Wales’s Fort; but
this feldom happens after the firft or fecond night.
When Churchill River is frozen over near the

" mouth, the greate{’c part of the furviving white

Foxes
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Foxes crofs the river, and direét their courfe to
the Southward, and in fome years affemble in
confiderable numbers at York Fort and Severn
River. -Whether they are all killed, or what be-

comes of thofe which efcape, is very uncertain 5

but it is well known that none of them ever mi-
grate again to the Northward. Befides' taking a
trap {o freely, they are otherwife {fo fimple, that I
have feen theém thot off-hand while. feeding, the
fame as fparrows in a heap of chaff, fometimes
twoor three at a fhot.  This fport is always moft
fuccefsful in moon-light nights; for in the day-
time they generally keep in their holes among
the rocks, and under the hollow ice at high-wa-
ter-mark. ~

Thefe animals will prey on each other as readi-
ly as on any other apimals they find deadina
trap, or wounded by gun; which renders them
{o deftrultive, that 1 have known upwards of one
hundred and twenty Foxes of different colours
eaten, and deftroyed in their traps by their com-
tades in the conrfe of one Winter, within half a
. mile of the Fort. -
"The Naturalifts feem ftill at a lofs to know their
~ breeding-places, which are doubtlefs in every part
of the coaft they frequent. Several of them
breed near Churchill, and I have feen them in
confiderable numbers all along the Weft coaft of
Hudfon’s Bay, particularly at Cape Efquimaux,
Navel’s Bay, and Whale Cove, alfo on Marble

Hland; fo that with fome degree of confidence’

we

365
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‘we may affirm,that they breed on every part of

the coaft they inhabit during the Summer {eafon.
They generally have from three to five young at

a litter ; moreI never faw with one old one.

When young they are all over almoft of a footy
‘black, but as the fall advances, the belly, - fides,

and tail turn to a light afh-colour ; the back,

legs, fome part of the face, and the tip of the-tail,
changes to a lead colour; but when the: Winter
{ets in they become perfeétly white: the ridge of

the back and the tip-of the tail are the laft piaces
that change to that colour; and there are few
of them which have not a few "dark hairs at the
tip of _the tail all the Winter. - If taken young,

. they are eafily domefticated in fome degree, but

1 never faw one that was fond of being carefled ;

‘and they are always impatient of confinement. -
Tre whie WHITE Foxgs,” when killed at" any confidera.
Fox.  ble diftance from the fea coaft, (where they can-
_not poflibly get any thing to prey upon, -except
rabbits, mice, and partridges, ) are far from being
difagreeable eating. And on MarbleIfland I have
fhot them when they were equal in flavour to a
rabbit; probably owing to their feeding entirely
on eggs and young birds; but near Churchill
River they are as rank as train-oil. - '

The Lyos, The Lynx, or WiLp Car, is very {carce to
or WildCat, the North of Churchill ; but is exaltly the fame
~ as thofe which are found in great plenty to the
South-Weft.- I have obferved the tracks of this

animal at Churchill, and feen . them killed, and
have
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have eaten of their flefh “in the neighbourhood
of York Fort, .. The flefh is white, and nearly as
good as that of a rabbit. - They are.I think, much
Jarger - than that which is defcribed in the Ardic
Zoology ; they never. approach near the’ fettle-
qments in Hudfon’s Bay, and are very deftruétive
to rabbits; they feldom leave a place: which is
frequented by rabblts till they have nearly kllled'
them all, :

67

The PoLaR or WHITE BEAR, though COMMON Tye pyjyr
on the fea-coaft, is feldom found in its Winter § White

-Bear,

retreats by any of our Northern Indians, except
near Ghurchill ‘River ; nor do 1 fuppofe that the
Efquimaux fee or kill any of -them more fre-
.quently during that feafon ; for in the courfe of
many years refidence at Churchill River, I fcarce-
ly ever faw a Winter fkin brought from the
Northward by the floop. Probably the Efgi-
maux, if they kill any, may referve the fkins for
their own ufe; for at that feafon their hair is
very long, with a thick bed of wool at the. bot-
tom, and they are remarkably clean and white.
The Winter is the only feafon that {o oily a fkin
as the Bear’s can poffibly be cleaned and drefied

by thofe people, without greafing the hair, which-

is very unpleafant to them; for though they eat
‘train-oil, €. yet they are as careful as poffible
to keep their clothes from being greafed with it.

To drefs one of thofe greafy fkins in Winter, as’
foon as taken from the beafty- it is firetched out

on- a fmooth patch of {now; and there ftaked
T : down,
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down, where it foon freezes as hard as a board :
while in that ftate, the women fcrape off all the.
fat, till they come to the very roots of the hair.
It is fometimes permitted to remain in that pofiti-
on for a confiderable time ; and when taken from
the fnow, is hung up in the open air. The more
intenfc the froft, the greater is its drying quali-
ty; and by being wafted about by the wind,

with a little fcraping, it in time becomes perfeét-

"ty fapple, and both pelt and hair beautifully

white. Drying deer, beaver, and otter fkins, in
this manner render their pelts very white, but

‘not fupple ; probably owing to the clofe texture

and thicknefs of their {kins; whereas the fkin of
the bear, though fo large an animal, is remarkz-,

bly thin and {pungy*®.
Brack

* It is rather fingular that the Polar Bears are feldom found on the land
during the Winter, on which account it is fuppofed they go out on the
ice, and keep near the edge of the water during that feafon, while the fe-
males that are pregnant feek fhelter at the fkirts of the woods, and dig
themfelvesdens in the dgepeft drifts of fnow they can find, where they re-
rmain in a ftate of inactivity, and without food, from the latter end of Des -
cember or January, till the latter end of March; at ‘which time they
leave their dens, and bend their courfe towards the fea with their cubs;
which, in general, are two in number, Notwithftanding the great magni-
tude of thofe animalswhen full grown, yet their young are not larger than

_rabbits, and when they leave their dens,in March, I have frequently feen

them not larger than a white fox, and their fteps on the fnow not bigger
than a crown-piece, when thofe of their dam meafure near fifteen inches
long and nine inchesbroad. They propagate when young; or at leaft be-
fore they are half-grown ; fo ~ have killed young females not larger than
aLondon calf, with milki: _cir teats; whereas fome of the full grown
ones are heavier than the largeft of our common oxen. Indeed I was once
at the killiag of one, when one of its hind feet being cut off at the ankle,
weighed fifty-four pounds. The males have a bone in their penir, as a dog

has,
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Bracgk Bears are not very numerous to the The Black

North Weftof Churchill. -The manner of life is
‘the fame of the reft of the {pecies, though the
face of the country they inhabit, differs widely
from the more mild climates. In Summer they
proul about in fearch of berries, €. and as the
Winter approaches, retire to their dens, which
are always under-ground ; and generally, if not
always, on the fide of a fmall hillock. The Bears
that inhabit the Southern parts of America are

faid to take up their winter abode in hollow trees;-

but I never faw any treesin my Northern travels,
that could afford any fuch fhelter,

‘The places of retreat of thofe Bears that bur-
row under-ground are eafily difcovered in Win-
ter, by the rime that hangs about the mouth of
the den; for let the fnow be ever fo deep, the

B b ' heat

has, and of courfe umte in copulation ; but the time of their com'tﬂnp is¥

believe, not exadly Known : probably it may be in July or Auguft, for at
thofe times I have often been at the killing them, when the males were fo
attached to their miftrefles, that after the female waskilled, the male
would put his two fore-paws over, and fuffer himflf to be fhot before he
would quit her. 1 have frequently feen and killed thofe animals near
twelve leagues from the land; but as the Fall of the year advances, they
are taught by inftinét to feck tke fhore. Though fuch a tremendousani-

mal, they are very fhy of comingnear a man; but when clofely purfiied .

in the water, they frequently attack the boat, feize the oars, and wreft
them from the bauds of the firongeft man, feeming defirous to go on
board; but the people on thofe occafions are always provided with fire-
arms and hatchets, to prevent fuch an unwelcome vifit, The fleth of this
ahimal, when killed in Wiater, (if not too old,) is far from being unplea-

fant eating; and the youog cubs, in the Spring, are rather delicate than

otherwife, The teats of the females are only two in number, and are
placed between the fore-legs. The beft Drawing of this Animal I have
feen, is that done by Mr, Webber, among the Plates of Cook’s laft Voyage,

Bear.



A JOURNEY. T THE
heat and: breath of theanimal:prevearsthemouth’
of the den from being entirely clofed up: Tlhey
gonerally retire: to' their Winter-quarters before
the fnow is: of any confiderable depth, and nevey
come -abroad: again (unlefs difturbed) till the:
thiaws are confiderable, which in thofe high:lati:
tudss s feldom till the latrer end: of' March: or the .
beginning of April; fo that tite few' Black Bears
that inliabit thofe cold regions: may be fiid to-
fubfift- for four months at leaRt without food. T
Have beén: prefent a2t the killing two of ther in:
 Winter'; and the Northern Indian method'is fimiv
lar to that faid to be'in ufe among the Kamtfchat.
kins; for they always blocked up'thie mouth of
thie den with logs of wood, then broke open the
top of it, and killed the animal either ‘with a
fpear or a gun; but the latter method'is reck-
¢ned both cowardly-and wafteful, as it is not .
poﬁible for the Bear either to make its efcape, or
to do the Indians the leaft injury. Sometimes
they. put afnare about the Bear’s neck, and draw
up- his head clofe to the hole, and kill himy witlia
Ratchet. Though thofe animals are but fcarce to
the North of Churchili, yet they are fo nume-
rous between York Fort and Cumberland Houfe,
that in one thoufand feven hundred and feveaty-
four I faw eleven killed'in the courfe'of oneday’s
journey, but their fleth was abominable. This
was in the month of June, long before any fruit
was ripe, for the want of which they then fed
en;u‘ely on water infeéls, Whlch in. fome of the
- lakes
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likés wre érofled that day Were m aﬁomﬂung“:

miultitades¥.

The méthod. By which the Bears catch thofe it

fé@s is by fwimming with their inouths gpen, ir

the fame manner as the whalés do, when feedmg‘
on the feéa.fpidér. There was not one of the

Bears killed that day, which had not its Romach
as full of thofé infects (only) as ever 4 hog’s was
with grains, #nd when cut open, the fernch froi
them was intolérablé. I have, howéver, €iten of

fori¢ killed at that early feafon which were veéry

good'; but they were found among the woods,

far from the places where thofe infeéts hauit, and

had féd on geafs and other hérbage, Afiér the
middle of July, when the bérfries begin to ripen;
they afe excellent éating, and fo continue tilf Jas

nuiry of February following; but late in the
Spring they are, by long fafting, very poor md

dry eating.
The Southern Indidns - kill great mx’mbe’i's"- of

tho‘fe B'e‘ar's" at all feafons of th‘e’ ye‘ar but ﬁd‘ éﬁ- ‘

Bbs mo{t—; "

* The mfe&s here fpoken of are of two kmds ; the one 1s nearl'y black,& .

through the water with great eafe, and with fome-degree of velocity. The
other fort is krown, has wings, and is as foft as the common cleg-fly. The
Iatterare the moft numerous; and in fome of the lakés fuch quantities of
them are forced into the bays in gales of wind, and there prefied together
in fuch multitudes, that they are killed, and rémain there a great nui-
fence; for I have feveral times, in niy inland voyages from York Fort,

found it fcarcely pofiible to land in fome of thofe bays for the intolerable -

ftench of thofe infets, which in fome places were lying in putrid maffes to
the depth of two or three feet, It is more than probable, that the Bear

‘3 acca.ﬁonally feed on thefe dead infeéts,

-
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moft'every one that is in good conditien :- fo that' '
the few fkins they do fave and bring to the mar-.
ket, are only of thofe which are fo poor that their
flethis not worth cating*. In fa&, the fkinning
of a Bear {poils the meat thereof, as much as it.
would do to fkin a young' porker, -or a raafting
pig. - The fame may be faid of fwans (the fking
of which the Company have lately made an arti, .
cle of trade); otherwife thoufands of their fkins
might be brought to market annually, by the In-

- dians that trade with the Hudfon’s Bay Compa-
ny’s fervants at the different {fettlements about
the Bay. ‘ - .

"The Brown . DROWN BEaRs are, Ib\.heve, never found in

Bear. the North-Indian territories: but I faw the fkin
of an-enormous grizzled Bear at the tents of the .
E{'quxmaux at. the. Copper River; and many of
them are faid to breed not very remote from that -

part. A -
TheWolve- -~ The WoLVERENE is common in the Northern
fene: reglons, as far North as the Copper River, and-

perhaps farther. They are equally the inhabitants
of woods and barren grounds; for the Efquimaux
to the North of Churchill kill many of them when
their fkins are in excelient feafon a proof of
- their

“# It is common for the Southern Indians to tame and domefticate the
Ayo'u‘n‘g cubs; ‘and they dre frequently taken fo young that they cannot eat.
On thofe occafions the Indians oblige their wives who have milk in their
breafts tofuckle them. And one of the Company’s fervants, whofe name
is Ifaac Batt, willing to be as great a brute as his Indian companions, abfc-
lutely forced one of his wives, who bad recently loft her infant, to fucklea

yoyrg Bear,
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their being capable of braving"thé fevereft cold:
They are very flow in their pace, but their wons

© derful fagacity, ftrength, and acute fent, make

ample amends for that defed; for they are fel-
dom killed at any feafon when they do not prove
wery fat: a great proof of their being excellent
providers. With refpeét to the fiercenefs of this
animal which fome affert, I can fay little, but I
1 know them to.be beafts of. great -courage and
refolution, for I once {faw one of them take pof-
feffion of a deer that an Indian had killed,.and
‘though the Indian advanced within twenty yards,
‘hé would not relinquifh his claim to it, but fuf-
fered himfelf to be fhot ftanding on the deer. I
‘once faw a fimilar inftance of a lynx, or wild cat,

‘which alfo fuffered - itfelf, to be-killed before it .

“would relinquifh - the - prize: - The wolverenes
‘have alfo frequently been-feen to take a deer
from a wolf before the latter had time to begin
‘his repaft after killing it. Indeed their amazing
ftrength; and the length and fharpnefs of their
claws, render them capable of making a firong
refiftance againft any other animal in thofe parts,
- -the Bear not excepted. ~ As a proof of their
amazing firength, there was one at ‘Churchill
fome years fince, that overfet the greateft part of
a large pile of wood, (containing a whole Win-
ter’s firing, that meafured upwards’ of feventy
‘yards round,) to get at fome provifions that had
‘been hid there by the Company’s fervants, when
: gomg to the Factory-to fpend the Chriftmas holi-
. days.

73
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days. The fa@ was, this animal had been lyrk- -
ing abeut in the neighbourhood of their tent
(which was about eight miles from the Fadory)

predations on the game caught in their traps and

- nares, as well as eaten many foxes that were kill

ed by guns fet for that purpofe: but the Wolve-
yepe was too cunning to take either trap or gun

~himfelf. The people knowing the mifchievous

difpefition of thofe animals, topk (3s they
thought) the moft effeual method to fecure the
remains of their provifions, which they did not
chufe to carry home, and accordingly tied it up
in bundles and placed it on the top of the woed-
pile, (about two miles from their tent;) litgle
thinking the Wolverene would find it out; but
to their great furprize, when they returned to
their tent afier the holidays, they found the pile
of wood in the flate already mentioned, though
fome of the trees that compofed it were as much.
as two men could carry. The only reafon the
ypopl_e could give for the animal doing fo much
mifchief was, that in his attempting to carry off
the booty, fome of the fmall parcels of provifions
had fallen down into the heart of the pile, and
fooner than lofe half his prize, he purfued the
above method till he had accomplithed his ends.
"The bags of flour, oatmeal, and peafe, though of
Bo ufe to him, he tore all to pieces, and fcattered
the contents about on the fnow; but every bit

‘of animat food, confifting of beef, pork, bacon,

venifon,

Ry
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wernifan, (zlt geele, ;partridges, €. to aconfide-
rahle amaount; he carried away. Thefe animals
are great enemies to:the Beaver, but.the manner
of life of ithe :latter prevents themifrom falling
into their -clntches fo :frequently as many other
animals ; they .commit vaft depredations on .the
foxes during the:Summer, while:the young:anes
are dmall; their quick {cent dire&s them to theis
«lens, and if the -entrance be too dmall, their
firength enables .them to widen it, and go in and
kill the motherandall her cubs. Infa&,theyare
the.moft deftru&ive animals.in this country*.

275

:OTTERs are pretty plentifuliin the rivers to.the The Otter;

North of Churchill, as far asilatitude:629; farther
Northd do mot recolleét to thave feen :any. In
Winter they generally frequent .thofe parts .of
riwers wihere there are falls or rapids, which do
not freeze in the .coldeft Winters ; :becanfe dn
fuch fituations they are :moft Likely ‘to.find plenty
of fith, and the open water gives them a free.ad-
miffion to the fhore, where they fometimes.gp
to.eat :the fith they have canght; but moff com-
amonly it on the ice, or.get on a greatfioneinthe
river. They are frequently feen in .the .very
depth of Winter at.a confiderable -diftance from

any

* Mr. Gnham ﬁys they take their lodgmg in the clefts cf xocks, orda
hollow trees. The former I acknowledge, But 1 bellcve that neither Mr,

.Graham or -any-of the Company’s fervants ever faw.an iiftance. of ﬂ;; .
latter, (Infaét, dning. all iy travels in the, interior. parts of . ﬁud(gg,g,
Bay, I never fasv a hollow trce that was capablc of aﬂ'ordmg fheher to any-; ,

‘larger animal than tartins, jackafhes, or wejacks; much Isfs 43¢ guxqﬂv
shateh or Bear, as fome have aﬁcrtcd. .

.
o
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any known open water, both in woods and on
open. plams, as well as on the ice of large lakes;

“but it is not known what has led them to fuch

places : perhaps merely for amufement, for they
are not known to killany game on the land dur-
ing that feafon. If purfued when among the
woods in Winter, (where the fnow is always
light and deep,) they immediately dive, and make-
confiderable way under it, but are eafily traced
by the motion of the fnow . above them, and
foon overtaken. The Indians kill numbers of
them wich clubs, by tracing them in the fnow ;
but fome of the old ones are {o fierce when cloe
purfued, that they turn and fly at-their purfuer,

and their bite is {o fevere that it is much dreadgd

by the Indians. Befides this method of killing

‘them, the Indians have another, which is equally

fuccefsful; - namely, by concealing themfelves
within a reafonable gun-fhot of the Otters ufual
landing-places, and waiting their coming out of
the water. This method is more generally prac-
tifed in moon-light nights. 'ihey alfo thoot many
of them as they are fporting in the water, and

“fomie few are caught in traps.

.. The Otters in this, as well as every other part‘
of the bay, vary in fize and colour, according to
age and feafon. InSummer, when the hair is very

fhort, they are almoft black, but as the Winter

#dvances, they turntoa beautiful dark auburn,

‘except a fmall fpot under the chin, which is of a

filver gray. Th1s colour they retain all the Wm-v
_ter;
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ter ; but late- in the Sprmg (though long before
they fhed their coat) they turn to a ‘dull ruﬁy
brown ; fo that a perfon who is acquainted with
thofe changes can tell to a great nicety, by look-
ing at the fkins, (when offered for fale,) the very

time they were killed, and pay for them accordmg ‘

to their value. The number of their young is
various, from three to five or fix. They unite

in copulation the fame asa dog, and fo do every.
other animal that has a bone in the penis. 1 will

here enumerate all of - that defcription that I
know of in‘thofe parts, wiz. bears of all forts,
wolves, wolvereens, foxes, martins, otters we-
jacks, jackafhes, fkunks, and ermines*,

i

- Jackasu. This animal is certamly no- other . }ack-

than the leffer Otter of Canada, as its colour,®®

fize, and manner of life entirely correfpond with
the defcription of that animal in Mr. Pennant’s
Ar&ic Zoology. They, like the larger Otter,
are frequently found in Winter feveral miles from
any water, and are often caught in traps built for
martins. They are fuppofed to prey on mice and
partridges, the fame as the martin ; but when by
the fide of rivers or creeks, they gene_rally feed on

fifh. They vary fo much in fize and colour,

that it was very eafy for Mr. Pennant to have
miftaken the fpecimen fent home for another ani-
mal. They are the eafieft to tame and domefti-
‘ ‘ ' cate

*The Otter is very fond of pla&; and one of their favourite paftimes
is, to get on a high ridge of fnow, bend their fore-feet backward, and flide
down the fide of it, fometimes te the diftance of twenty yards,
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cate of any animal I know, except a large fpecies
of field-mice, called the Hair-tailed Mouie ; forig
avery fhort time they are fo fond, thatit isfcarce-
ly poffible to keep them from .climbing up one’s
legs and body, and they never feel themfelves
- happier than when fitting-on the fhonider ; but
when angry, or frightened, | like the fkunk,) they
emit a very difagrecable fmell. They {leep wery
much in the day, but prowlabout and feed inthe
night; the_y are very fierce when at their meals,
pot fuffering thofe to whom they are <noft attach-
ed to take it from them.  I-have kapt feveral of
them, but their over-fondnefs made them trou.
blefome, as they were always in she way ; and
their fo frequently emitting a difagreeable fmell,
rendered them guite difgufting. -
qhewe-  Though the Wegaek * and SguNK are mever
juk, 20d - gound in the Northern Indian country, yet 1 can-
not help obferving that the feetid fmell of the
latter has net been much exaggerated by any
Author. When I was at Cumberland Houfe,
in the Fall of one thoufand feven hundred and
feventy-four, fome Indians that were tenting on
the

#* Mr. Graham aflerts that this.anical frequents . the banksof creeks,
and feeds on fith ; but thefe are by no .means their ufual haunts. Lhavey,
‘however, no doubt, but when theyfind fith omrtheland, that they may
cat it, dike othercarnivoraus animals; hut they are as thy of. taking the

' awater as a domeftic cat. They climb trees, and catch partridges, mice,
and rabbits, with as much eafe as a martin, | They are eafily tamed and
domefticated, are very fond of tea-leaves, have a pleafant mufky fmell, and

ase.vesy playful.
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the plantation killed two of thofe animals, and
made 2 feaft of them ; when the fpot where they
were finged and gutted was fo impregnated with
that nanfeous fmell which they emijt, that after a
whole Winter had elapfed, and the fnow had
thawed away in the Spring, the fmell was fiilj ip-
tolerable. Iam told, Bowever, that the flefh is
by no means tainted with the fmell, if care be

taken in gutting, and taking ont. the bag that

contains this furprifing effluvia, and which thoy

have the power of emitting at pleafure; byt I.

rather doubt their being capable of ejedting
their urine fo far 2s is reported ; I do pot think
‘it is their urine which contains that - pefiilential
effluvia, for if that was the cafe, all the coyn-
try where they frequent would be fo frented with
it, that neither man nor beaft could live there
with any degree of comfort. :

79

The Common Ping MarTiy is found in moft The Bi Pine

parts of this country, and though very fcarce in
what is abfplutely called the Northern Indian
territory, yet by the Indians firolling toward the
borders of the Southern Indian country, arg kill-
ed in great numbers, and annu,a,lly traded for at
Churchill Fagtory.

The ErMINE, or S$TOTE, is common in tha{e The Er-

parts; but generally more plentiful on the barren
ground, and open plajns or marfhes, than in the
woods ; probably owing to the mice b:ing more
numerous in the former fituations than in the

laggsr.

mmc, or -
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* Tatter. In Summer they are of a tawney brown,
but in Winter of a delicate white all over, ex-
cept the tip of the tail, which is of a glofly black.
They are, for their fize, the ftrongeft and moft
courageous animal I know: as they not .only
kill partridges, but even attack rabbits with great
fuccefs. - They fometimes take up their abode in
the out-offices and provifion-theds belonging to
the Fa&ories; and though they commit fome de-
predations, make ample amends by killing great
numbers of mice, which are very numerous and .
deftru@ive at moft of the fettlements in the Bay.
1 have taken much pains to tame and domefticate

" this beautiful animal, but never could fucceed ;
for the Ionaer Tkept it the more refilefs. and im-
patient it became. ' ‘

Zni)nkls with Cutting Teeth.

The Matk The Musk RaT, or MusquasH; or, as Natura.
Rat. hPcs call it, the Musk Beaver; is common in
thofe parts; generally frequenting ponds and

“deep fwamps that do not freeze dry in Wintet.

‘The manner of life of this fpecies -of animals is
‘peculiar, ‘and refembles that of ‘the Beaver, as

‘they are in fome refpeds provident, and build

. houfes to fhelter themfelves from the inclemency

-of the cold in Winter ; but inftead of making

thofe houfes on the banks of ponds or fwamps,

like the Beaver, they generally build them on the

- ’ ice
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ice as foon as it is fkinned over, and at a confide-

rable dxf’cance from the fhore ; always takmg care.
to keep a hole open in the ice to admit them to
dive for their food, which ' chiefly confifts of the

roots of grafs: in the Southern parts of the coun-

try they feed much on a well- known root, call Ca- .

lamus Aromaticus, The materials made ufe -of in

building their houfes are mud and grafs, which

_they fetch up from the bottom. It fomeumes

happens in very cold Winters, that the holes i in

their houfes freeze over, in fpite of all their efforts

_to keep them open. When that is the cafe, and .

they have no provifions left in the houfe, the

fitongeft preys on the weakeft, till by degrees
only one is left out of a whole lodge. Ihave

feen fevera! inftances fufficient to confirm the
truth of this affertion ; for when their houfes

were braoke open, the fkeletons of feven or eight E

have been found, and only one entire animal.
Though they occafionally eat fith and other ani-
mal food yet in general they feed very clean, and
when fat are good eating, particularly when nice-

ly finged, fcalded, and boiled. They are eafily

tamed, and foon grow fond ; are very cleanly
and playful, and fmell exceelingly pleafant of

mufk; but their refemblance to a Rat is fo great
that few are partial to them. Indeed the only

difference between them and a common Rat, ex-

clufive of their fuperior fize, is, that their hind- -
feet are large and webbed, and the tail, inftead of

being round, is flat and fcaly. B
S o ' Though
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Though I have befote faid, that thé Mufk Bea-.
vét generatly build their houfes on the ice, it i§
not always the cafe; for in the' Southetn parts of
the couinry, particolarly about Camberlaid
Houfe, I'have feen, in forme of the deep fwafops
that were over-tur with rufhes and forig grals,

“many fmall iffands that Kive been raifed by the

induftey of thofe animals; on the tops of whick
théy had built their houfes, like the beaver, fonie
of which were very large. The tops of thofé
houfes are favourité breeding.places for thie geefe,
which bring forth theéir young brood theve, with.
out the fear of bei‘ﬁg”rﬁol’e‘ﬁ"éd‘ by foxés, or any
othier défirudive animal, except the Edgle,

'PorcusiNgs aré fo fcarce to the North o'f
Churchill River, aad I do ot recolle& to have
feeri moré than fix during almioft three years refi-

derice a‘fhdh’g’ the’ Nofffie‘r‘h I'ﬁdi'azis Mr" Péri.‘

always have two dt 4 tidié; one brought forth
alive aiid the otlier fiill-born®; but I néver faw
an inftarice of this kirid, though in different parts
of the country 1 havé feeri them killed in all
ﬁageb of prégnaricy. The flefly of thie porcupine
is very delicious, and fo much eReeried by the
Indians, that théy think it thé greateft luxury
thiat’ then- country’ affords. The quills are in
great

# Thivintrhation wad gw€n Y MY, Petitiant frdi the™ aﬁtﬁbrxt}; of' NI}

Graham ; but the before-mentioned actount of fdeing thernt Killed o zll

- ftages of pregnancy, when no fymptoms of that kind appearcd will k

»hone, be fuficient to cleat up that miftake,
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great requeft among the women; -who hake
them: into @ variety of ormaments; fucl as thots
bags, belts, garters, bracelets, &%. . Their mode

of copulation is fingular, for their quills will noe

permit them to perforny that office in the ufuak
mode, likeother quadrupeds. To remedy this in~
convenience, they fometimes lie on:their fides, and
meet in that manner ; but the ufual mode is for
the male to lie.on his back, and the female to
walk over him,. (beginning at his head,) till the
" parts of generation come im contaét: They are
the moft forlorn. animal I know ; for i thofe
parts of Hudfon’s Bay where they are moft mu-
merous;y 1t is not common to fee more than:one
i a place. They are fo remarkably flow and
. ftupid, that our Indians going with. packets from:
Fort to Fort often {fee them in the trees;- but 1ot
Having occafion for them at that time, leave theny

till their return; and fliould their abfence be a

weekoor ten days, they ave fure to find. themy
within a” mile of the place’ where they had feen
them: before.

3%3

Foxzsof vartous: coloursars not fedrce in thofe Foses of
various Cow

parts; but the natives hvmg fuch @ wandering louss.

life; feldom kill many. It is rather firange that
no other fpecies: of Fox, except the white, are
found at any diftance from the woods on:the
barrent ground; for fo long as the trade has been:
eftablifhed with:the Efquimaux to the North of
€hurchill, T do not” recolledt. that Foxes of any
othier celour tha white: were ever received from:
ﬁlé’m.

The
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Yaryiog... - The Varvine Hares are numerous to the
North of Churchill River, and extend as far as
latitude” 727, probably farther. They delight
mott in. rocky and ftony places, near the borders
of woods ; though many of them-brave the cold-
eft Winters on entire barren ground. In Sum-
mer they are nearly the colour of our Englith
wild rabbit ; but in Winter aflume a moft deli-
cate white all over, except the tips of the ears,
which are black.” They are, when full grown
and in good condition, very large, many of them -
weighing fourteen or fifteen pounds; and if not
too old, are good eating. In Winter they feed
on long rye-grafs and the tops of dwarf willows,
but in Summer eat berries, and different forts of
fmall herbage. They are frequently killed on the |
South-fide of Churchill River, and feveral have
been known to breed near the fettlement at that
place. They muft multiply very faft, for when
we evacuated Prince of Wales’s Fort in one thou-
fand feven hundred and eighty-two, it was rare
to fee one of them within twenty or thirty miles
of that place; but at our return, in one thoufand
feven hundred and eighty-three, we found them
in fuch numbers, that it was common for one
man to kill two or three in a day within half 2
mile of the new fettlement. But partly perhaps,
from fo many being killed, and partly from the
furvivors being fo frequently difturbed, they
have fhifted their fituation, and are at prefent as

fearce near the feitlement as ever. The Northern.
Indians
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Indians purfue a fingular method of -fhooting
thofe Hares; finding by long experience that
thefe animals will not bear a dire& approach,
when‘the Indians fee 2 hare fitting, they walk
round it in circles, always drawing nearer at

every revolution, till by degrees they get w;tb;n» ‘

gun-fhot. The middle of the day, if it be clear
weather, is the beft time to kill them in this man.
ner; for before and after noon, the Sun’s alti.
tude being {fo fmall, makes a2 man’s fhadow fo
long on the fnow, as to frighten the Hare before
he can approach near enough to kill it, Thc fame
may be faid of deer when on open plains, who
are frequently more frightened at the long thadow
than at the man himfelf. ,

"The AmericaN Hares, or, as they are called ;

the Eaftern parts of the Northern Indian country,
not even in thofe parts that are fituated among
the woods; but to the- Weftward, bordering on
the Southern Indian. country, they are in fome

places pretty numerous, though by no means
equal-to what has been reported of them at York

Fort, and fome other fettlementsin the Bay.

The furr of thofe animals, when killed in. the
beft part of the feafon, was for many years en‘
tirely negleted by the furriers; for fome time

paft the Company have»ordercd as many of their

fkins to be fent home as can be procured; they
are but of {mall value.
The flefh of thofe Hares is generally more

Cc efteemed
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The Ame-
rican Hare.

in Hudfon’ sBav, RaBBiTS, are not plenuful in
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efteemed than that of the former. They are in
feafon all the Winter ; and though they general-
ly feed on the brufh of pine and fir during that
feafon, yet maay of the Northern Indians eat the
contents of the fomach. They are feldom fought
aftcr in Summer, as in that feafon they are not
eﬁeemed good eating; but as the Fall advances
‘they are, by feeding on berries, &%. moft excel-
‘lent. In Spring they fhed their Winter coat, and
 during the Summer are nearly the colour of the
Englith wild rabbit, but as the Winter advances
‘they become nearly white. In thick weather they
are eafily thot with the gun; but the moft ufual
method of killing them is by fnares, fet nearly in
-the manner defcribed by Dragge in the Firft Vo.
lume of his North Wef Paffage.
The Com- The Common Squirrirs are plentiful in the
i S geody parts of this country, and are caught by
' the natives'in confiderable numbers with fnares,
while the boys kill many of them with blunt-
‘headed arrows. The method of fnaring them is
rather curious, though very fimple, as it confifts
of nothing more than fettiﬁg a number of fhares
all round the body of the tree in which they are
feen, and arranging them in fuch a manner that
“#t is fcarcely poffible for the fquirrels to defcend:
‘without being entangled in one of them. This
is generally the amufement of the boys. Though
fmall, and feldom fat, yet they are good eating. -
The beauty and delicacy of this animal induced
me to attempt taming and domefticating fome of
'  them,
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them, but without fuccefs; for though feveral of
them were fo familiar as to take any thing out
of my hand, and fit on the table whére T was
writing, and play with the pens, &%. yet they
never would bear to be handled, and were very
fifchievous; gnawing the chair-bottoms, win- -
dow-curtains, fathes, &°%. to pieces. .Thcy are zfi
article of trade in the Company’s ftandard, but
the greateft part of their fKins, bemg k:lled in
Summer, are of very little valae.

The GrounD SQUIRRELS are hever found i TheGround
the woody parts of North Afnerica, but are very Squicel
plentiful on the barren ground, to the Nnrth of
Churchill River, as far 25 the latitude 71°, and
probably much farther. In fize they are equai to
the American Grey Squirrel, though more beau-
‘tiful incolour. They generally burrow among
the rocks and under great ftones, but {fométimes
on the fides of fandy ridges; and are fo provi-
dent in laying up a Winter’s fiock during the
Summer, that they are feldom feen on the furface
of the fnow in Winter. They generally feed on
the tufts of grafs, the tender tops of dwarf wil-
lows, &¢c. and are for the moft part exceedingly
fat, and good eating. They are eafily tamed,
and foon grow fond ; by degrees they will bear
handfing as well as a cat; are exceeding cleanly,
very playful, and by no means fo reftlefs'and im-
patient of confinement as the Common Squirrel,

Mice are in great plenty and variety in all Mice of vawy,
parts of Hudfon s Bay; the marfhes being inha. ™" >

Cca2 : bited
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bited by one fpecies, and the dry ridges by ano-

ther. The Shrew Moufe is frequently found in
Beaver houfes durmg Winter, where they not on-
ly find a warm habitation, but alfo pick up a
comfortable livelihood from the fcraps left by the
Beaver Moft of the other fpecies build or make
neﬁs of dry grafs, of fuch a fize and thicknefs,
that when covered with fnow, they muft be fuf-
ﬁcxcntly warm. ’lhey all feed on grafs in gene-
ral but will alfo eat animal food when they can
get it. The Hair-tailed Moufe is the largeft in

- the Northern parts of the Bay, being little inferi.

or in fize toa common rat. They always burrow
under {tones, on dry ridges ; are very inoffenfive,
and fo eafily tamed, that 1f taken when full-grown,
fome of them will in a day or two be perfedtly
reconciled, and are fo fond of bemg handled,
‘that they w1ll creep about your neck, or into
your bofom. In’ Summer they are grey, and in

_Wmter change to Whlte, but are by no means fo

beantiful asa white ermine. At that feafon they
are infefted with multitudes of fiall lice, nota
fixth part {o iarge as ‘the mites in a cheefe; in
fad, they are fo {mall, that at firft fight they only
appear like reddifh -brown duft, but on-clofer ex-
amination are all percetved in motion. In one
large and beauuful animal of this kind, caught
in the depth of VVinter I found thofe little ver-
min fo numerous about it, that almoft every hair
was covered wirh them as thick as ropes with
onions, and when they approached near the ends

of
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of the hair tliey_'may be :fa:id to change the'méhﬁ; '
from white to a faint brown. At that time I had -
an ‘excellent microfcope, and endeavoured to ex-

amine them, and to afcertain their form, but the
weather was fo exceedingly cold, that the glaffes

became damp with the moifture of my breath be- -
fore I could get 2. fingle fight. The hind.feet of -

thefe Mice are exa&ly like thofe of a Bear, and the
fore-feet are armed with a horny fubftance, (that

I never faw in any other fpecies of the Moufe,)
which is Wonderfnlly adapted for Icrapxng away
the ground where they wifh to take up their
abode. They are plentifui on fome of the ftony

ridges neat Churchill Factory, but never approach
the houfe, or any of the out-offices. ~From ap-
pearances they are very local, and feldom firay

far from their habitations even in fammer, and in

Winter they are feldom feen on the furface of the

fiow ; a great proof of their being provident in

Summer to lay bya ftock for that feafon,

Pinnated .andruped&.

Wlth refpec’t to the Pinnated Qxadrupeds with
finlike feet, there are but few fpecies in Hud-

fon’s Bay. The Walrus, or Sea-Horfe, and Seals,

are the only ones that I know.
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The WaLrus are numerous about Merry and The Wal-

Jones’s lands, but more fo on a fmall ifland call-
ed Sea-Horfe Ifland, thatlies in the fair way go-

ing
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ing to Whale Cove. In July ane thoufand feven
hundred and fixty-feven, when on my voyage ta
the North of Churchill River, in- pafing Sea.
Horfe Iland, we faw fuch pumbers of thofe ani-
mils lymg on the thore, that when fome {wivel
guns loaded with ball were fired among them, the

- wholg beach feemed to be in metion.. The great-

eft part of them plunged into the water, and many
of them fwam round the veflel within mufket-
fhot. Every one on beard exerted their fkill in
killing them, but it was attended with fo little
fuccefs, that the few whxch were killed funk to
the bottom, and thofe which were mortally
wounded made off out of our reach.

With what prepriety thofe animals are called
Horfes, 1 cannot fee; for there is not the leaft
refemblance in any one part. Their bodxea, fins,
&Fc. are exadtly like thofe of an enormous Seal,

and the head is pot very unlike that animal, ex.

cept that the nofe is much broader, to: give room
for the two large tufks that proje& from the up-
per jaw. Thofe tufks, and their red fparkling
eyes, make them have a very fierce and fo:mlda-
ble appearance.

_They;: are general]y found iu conﬁderab]e nem-

,bgrs, which indicate their love of fociety; and

their affection for each other is very apparent, as
they always flock round thofe that are wounded,
and when they fink, accompany, them to the bot-
tom, but foon rife to the furface, and make 2
hiceous roarmg, and of all amphibious animals,

they
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they are  at times the leaft fenﬁble of danger from
man that I know,

They often attack {mall boats mercly through
wantofnefs, and not only put the people in great
confufion, but fubjett them to great danger ;
for they always aim at ftaving the boat with their

tutks, or endeavoyr to ‘get in, but are never

known to hurt the people. In the year one
thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fix fome of the
floop’s crew, who annually fail to the North to

trade with the Efquimaux, were attacked by a -

great number of thofe animals; and notwith-
ftanding their utmoft endeavours to keep them
off, one more daring than the reft, though a fmal}
one, got in over the ftern, and after ﬁttmg and
looking at the people fome tune, ‘he again plung-
ed into the water to his companions. At that
inftant another; of an enormous ﬁze, was gettmg
in over the bow ; and every other means proving
ineffedual to prevent fuch an unwelcome vifit,
the bowman took up a gun, loaded with goofe-
{hot, put the muzzle into the Horfe’s mouth, and
thot him dead; he immediately funk, and was
followed by all his companions. The people then
made the beft of their way ta the Veﬂ'cl and juft
arrived before theé Sea-Horfes were ready to
make their fecond attack, which in all probability
might have been worfe than the firft, as they feem-
ed much enraged at the lofs of their companion.

Thofe animals are of various fizes, according

to age’and other circumftances ; fome are not
larger

89t
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them that are not lefs than two ton weight.

The fkin and teeth are the moft valuable parts
to the natives ; for the fat is hard and grifly,and _
the fleth coarfe, black, and tough. .

Thofe . animals are feldom found on the conti-
nent which borders on Hudfon’s Bay, or far up,
in bays, rivers, or inlets, but ufually -frequent
fmall iflands, and fea-girt fhoals, at fome diftance
from the main land; but as thofe places are fro-
zen over for many miles during Winter, it is
natural to think they keep at the edge of the wa-
ter among the driving ice during that feafon..
They are fuppofed to feed chiely on marine

plants, and perhaps on fhell-fith, for their excre-
‘ment is exceedmgly offenfive.

Sears of various fizes and colours are com-
mon-in moft parts of Hudfon’s Bay, but moft nu-
merous tothe North., Some of thofe animals are
beaﬁtifully fpeckled, black and white ; others are
of a'dirty grey. The former are generally fmall,
but fome of the latter arrive at an amazing fize,
and their fkins are of great ufe to the Efquimaux ;
as it is of ’th_em they cover their canoes, make all
their boot-legs and fhoes, befides many other parts.
of their clothing,  Tke Seal-fkins are alfo of
great ufe to thofe people asa fubftitute for cafks,.
to ‘preferve oil, & for Winter ufe; they are
alfo blown full of wind and dried, and then ufed
as buoys on the whale-fithery. The flefh and fat
of the Seal is alfo more efteemed by the Efgui.

maux
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maux than thof¢’ of 3 zny other marine ‘animal, faI-
_mon not excepted. o

- Befides thefe, the Sea-UnicorN is known to Sea Unie
frequent Hudfon’s Bay and Straits, but I never™ "
faw one of them. Their horns are frequently pur-
chafed from our friendly Efquimaux, who proba-
bly get them in the way of barter from thofe
tribes that refide more to the North ; but I ne:
ver could be informed by the -natives whether
their fkins are lik. thofe of the Whale, or hairy
fike thofe of the Seal; I fuppofe the former. = -

393

Species of Fifh. ’ -,
| The il that inhabit the falt water of Hudfon’s
W Bay are but few:—the Black Wkale, White
¥ Whale, Salmon, and a fmall fith called Kepling,.
§ e the only fpecies of fea-fith in thofe parts*.
i The Brack WaaLE is fometimes found as far Black
{ South as Churchill River, and I was prefent a.t‘the‘Vulale
killing of three there; but this wasin the courfe
of twenty years. To the Northward, particular.
ly near Marble Ifland, they are more plentiful ;
but notw;fhfcandmo the Company carried on a
fithery

*In the Fall of the year 1468, a fine rock cod was drove on fhore in 2
-bigh gale of wind, and was eaten at the Governor’s table; Meffrs. William
Walesand Jofeph Dymond, who went out to obferve the tranfit of Venus
which happened on the 3d of June 1769, partook of it ; but I never heard
ofone being caught with a hook, mor ever faw an entire fith of that de-

fiription in thofe parts; their jaw-bones are, however, frequently found
o the fhores,
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fithery in that quarter, from' the year one thou-
fand feven hundred and fixty-five till one thou-
fand feven hundred and feventy-two, they were
fo far from making it an{wer their expeétations;
that they funk upwards of twenty thoufand
pounds; which is the lefs to be wondered at,
when we confider the great inconveniencies and
expences they laboured under in fuch an under-

taking. For as it was impoffible to profecute it

from England, all the people employed on that
fervice were obliged to refide at their fettlemenit
all the year at extravagant. wages, exclufive of
their maintenance. The harpooners had no lefs
than fifty pounds per annum ftanding wages, and
none of the crew lefs than from fifteen to twenty-
five pounds ; which, together with the Captains
falaries, wear and téar of their Vefféls, and other
contingent expences, made it appear on calculati-
om, that if thefe were a certainty of loading the
veflels every yeéar, the Company could not clear
themfelves. - Od the contrary, during the feven
years they perfevered in that undertaking, only
four Black Whales were taken near Marble Iffand;
and, except one, they were fo fmall,. that they
‘would niot have been deemed payable fifh in the
Gréenland fervice®. But the Hudfon’s Bay Com-

pany, with a liberality that does honour to them, ;

though

#1 have Heard that no Whale cavght by our Greenland (hips is calleda
Pav-fifh;: that is,that no enrclument arifes to the harposner’ that itrikes
it; unlefs thelongeft blade of the bone, ufually cailed Whale-bone, mea-
foresdix feet; whereas thofe kilted in Hudfor’s Bay:feldom medfied more
than four feet and an half, :
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& though perfectly acquainted with the rules obferv.
| edin the Greenland fervice, gave the fame pre-
B wmiumfora fuckmg ﬁ{h as fqr one of the grealscﬁ:
8  magnitude,
Waite WHALEs are very plent:;{;ﬁ an thol'e %ﬁﬁ“
@ perts, particularly from Cheflerfield’s Inlet to
B York Fort, or Hay’s Rixer, on the Weft fide of
@ the Bay; and from Cape Smithto Slude River
B o0 the Falt fide. On the Weft coaft they are ge-
§ nerally fou.d in the greateft numbers at the
mouths of the principal rivers; fach as Seal
fl River, Churchill, Port Nelfon, and Hay’s Rivers.
#l But the Eaft fide of the Bay not being fo well
® known, Whale River is the only part they are
8 known to frequent in very confiderable numbers.
| Some years ago the Company had 2 fettlement at
B this river, called Richmond Fort ; butall their en-
B deavours to efiablith a profitable ﬁffhery here prove.
4 cd ineffetual, and the few Indians who reforted
¥ toit with furrs proving very inadequate to the
! expences, the Company determined to evacuate
§ it. Accordingly, after keeping up this fettlement
for upward of twelve years, and finking many
thoufands of pounds, they ordered it to be burnt,
for the more eafily get:tmo- the fpikesand other
iton-work. This was in the year one thoufand
feven hundred and fifty-eight.

At the old eftablified Factories on the Weft
fide of the Bay, the Company have been more
fuccefsful in the White Whale fifhery, particular-
ly at Churchill, were fuch of the Company’s fer-
vants as cannot be employed during that feafon

to
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to thore. benefit for the Company, are fent on
that:duty, and in-fome: fuccelsful yéars they'fend:
home from eight toithirteen tons of fine oil. To™
encourage 2 fpirit of indufiry among thofe-em-*

" ployed on this fervice, the Company atlows a gfa.

Salmon. .

Jepling.

tuity, not only to the harpooners, but to every
mman that fails: in the boats; and this’ gratuity is
fo ample as-to infpire them’ with emulation, as"

~ they- well know that themore they klll the great— ‘

er will be their emolument. -
' 8anmon are in fome feafons very numerous on

-the. North Weft fide of Hudfon’s Bay, particular-

ly.at Knapp’s' Bay and Whale Cove. At the lat-

ter I once found them fo plentiful, that had we

been provided with a fufficient number of nets,
cafks; ‘and falt, we ‘might foon have loaded the
veflel with them. - But this is feldom' the cafe,
for in- forhe years the" are '{o {carce, that it is
with-difficulty a few meals of them can be pro-
cured during our ftay at thofe harbours. -They
are in fome years fo plentiful near ChurchlllA
River, that I have known upward of two hun. -
dred fine fith taken out of four fmall netyin one’
tide-within a quarter of a mile of the Fort; ‘but’
in other years they are fo-fcarce, that barely that
number have been -taken in upward of twenty

~nets during the whole feafon, which generally
‘begins the latter end of June, and ends about

the middle or latter' end of Auguft, -

--Befide the fifh already mentioned, I know of

nq other that inhabits the falt water except the
: ' KerLING,
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_KepLinG, which is a fmall fith about the fize of a

fmelt, but moft excellent eating In fome years
they refort to the fhores near Churchill River in

fuch. multxtudcs to fpawn, and fuch npmbers of |

them are left dry among the rocks,: asat-times to,
_be-quite offenfive. In, other. feafons they are fo
fcarcc, that hardly a meal can be-procured. . :
... The fame remark .may-be made on almoft, eve-
ry {pecies of game, which conftitutes the greateft
* part of the. fare of the people refiding in thofe
parts. . For inflance, .in fome years, hundreds of
deer may eafily be killed .within a mile.of York
Fort ; and in others, there is.not ome to be feen
"within twenty or thirty miles.. - One day thou-
fands and tens of thoufands of geefe are feen, but
‘the next they all raife ﬂaght, and go to the North
to breed. Salmon, as I have latcly obferved,, is
fo plentiful in fome years at Churchill River, that
it might be procured in any quantity; at others,

fo fcarce asto be thought a great delicacy.
~ In fa&, after twenty years refidenct in “this

country, I am perfuaded that whoever relies.
much on the produce of the different feafons, wilt

frequently be deceived, and occaﬁonally expoﬁz
himfelf and men:to greatwant. . . ..o
. To remedy.this evil, it is moft pr udent for thofe
in.command to avail themfelves of plentiful fea-
fons, and cure a fufficient quantity. of the leatt
~ perithable food, particularly geefe.

Skl

397
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L Sbell F j7:

SHELL Fst of a variety of kmds dre alfo found
in fome parts of Hudfon’s Bay. - Mufcles in par-
ticular are in great ibundance on the rocky fhores
mear Churchill River, and what is vulgarly called’
the Periwincle are ‘very plentifu‘-l ‘on the rocks
which dry at Tow:water. ~ Small Crabs and Star-

- fith are frequently thrown on the fhore by the
furfin heavy gales of wind; and the empty fhells

* of Wilks, fmall Scallops; Cockles, and many other

Shell Flﬂl
Frogs, ¥

‘kinds, are to bé- found on . the beaches in- great
plenty. The fame may be faid of the interior

parts of the country, where the banks of the

‘Takes- and rivers abound with empty fhells of va.

rious kinds ; but the fith themfelves have never
been drfcovered by the natives.

KJ

Frags, Grarbw aﬂd otber I@ﬁes?s. :

FRocs of various colours are: mnnemuo in thofe
parts as far North as' the latitude 61° They al-

-ways frequent the margins of lakes, ponds, rivers,
-and fwamps: and ag-the Winter approaches, they

burrow under the mofs; ata confiderable diftance
from the water, where they remain in a frozen
ftate till the Spring. I have frequently feen

| them
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‘faem dug up with the mofs,- (wﬁen pxtchxng»

tents in Wmter,) frozen as hard a5 ice ; in which

ftate the legs are as eafily broken off as a pipe-
ftem, . without giving the lealt fenfation to the

animdl; but by wrappmg them, up in warm
fkms, and expofing them to a flaw fire, they foon
recover life, and the mutilated animal gains its
ufual adtivity;- but if they are permitted to freeze
agam, they- are paft all recovery, and are never

more kaown to come to life. 'The fame may be

faid of the various fpecies of Sprders and all the
Grub kind, which are very numerous in thofe
pafis. I have feen thoufands of them dug up
with the mofs, whea we were pitching our teats
in the Winter; all of which were invariably en-
clofed in a thick web, which Nature teaches them
to fpin on thofe occafions; yet they were appa-
rently all frozen as hard asice. The Spiders, if
let folt from apy height on a hard fubftance,

Spiders and
Grubs.

woutd rebound like a’ grey pea; andaall the Grub -
~ kiad are fo hard frozen as to be as eafily broken

as a piece of ice of the fame fize ; yet when ex-
pofed to a flow heat, even in the depth of Winter,

‘they will foon come to- l:fe, and in 2 fhort time.

recover their ufual moiions:

Birds.

The feathered:creation that ,ﬂrgfo;t;eogthefé,—m
in the different feafons are numerous, but fach
o as
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as.brave the fevere Winter are -but few in num-

_ ber, and fhall be partxcularly nouced in their
..proper places. | :

- EacLzs of feveral forts are found in the coun-'

-try bordering on Hudfon’s Bay-during: the Sum-
mer ; -but-none, except the common brown Fith-
ing- Eagle, ever frequent the Northern parts.

They always make their appearance in thofedrea-
ry regions about -the-latter end of March or be-
ginning of -April, and build their nefts in lofty
trees, in the' crevices of inacceflible. rocks near

the :banks .of rivers.. ‘They lay but two eggs,
(which are white,) and frequently bring but one
young. - -They generally feed on fith, which they
catch as they are fwimming near the furface;
but they are very deftruive to the mufk rat and
hares, as-alfo to geefe and ducks, when in a2 moult.

‘ing-ftate, -and frequently kill young ‘beaver.
_ Fheir nefts are very large, frequently fix feet in

diameter ; -and befere their young can fly, are fo
provident, that the Indians frequently take a moft
excellent meal of fith, fleth, and fowl from their
larder. :Though they bring. forth their young -
fo early as the latter end of May, or the begin-
ning of June, yet they never fly till September ;
a little after which they migrate -to "the South-
ward. They are the-moft ravenous of any bird
I know; for when kept in confinement or in a
tame flate as it may be called, T have known two
of them eat more than 2 buthel-of fith in 2 day.

* They are never known to bieed on the barren

grounds .
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grounds to the North of Churchill River; #h@égh
many of the lakes and rivers in .thofe parts.

bound with variety of fifh This is probably
awing to.the want of trces or high rocks to.byild,

in. The Northern Indians arg very, partial to.
the. quill:feathers of the Eagle, a5 well as to thofe.

of the bawk, to wing or plume their .arrows

with, oyt of a fuperflitious notion that they have

& grater efiel than if winged . with the feathers,

‘OF meefs, cranes, craws, or other birds, tha in fait

- %ould do cqually 35 well. - The fleh of the Eggle

is ulually eaten by moft of the Indians, but is

always black, hard, and fiffy; evep the young.

9Rss, when in a callow. Rate, thongh the flefl is den

. Heatevwhite, ate o rank asto render them very |
unpleafant to fome perfons, except ig times of

neceffity.

41

" Hawxs of various fizes and plugiage frequent Howks of

~ the different parts of the country ronnd Hudfons

Bay during Symmer. Some of thofe Hawks are
fo large as to weigh three pounds, and others fg

“mall as kot to exceed five or fix ounces. But
the weight of thofe, 25 well a5 every other fpe.

cies of Birds,_is no flandard for the Nacuralift to.

50 by; for- g5 different fealons, and when jn
vant of food, they are often fearcely half the
weight they are when fat and in good order,
Notwithlfianding. the variety of Hawks that re- .

fort 1o thofe parts in Summer, I know byt one
fpscies that brave. the intenfe cold of the long
- Winters to the North of Churchill Riyer s-ang
, T Dd - that

variousfizes,
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tha" is what Mr Pennant calls the Sacre Falcon;

'lhey, like thé ofher large Apecies of Hawlks, prey
much on-the white groufe or partridge, and allo

~on'the American’ hare, ufually cilled here Rab.’

Bits. They ‘are always found to frequent thofe

o parts ‘where' partridges are plennful and are de-

tefted by the ‘fportfmen, as they gencraHy drive

_all the game off the ground near their tents;

but, in return, they. often”drive -thither frefh’
flocks of fome hundreds. Norw1thﬁandmg this,
they fo frequently baulk thofe who are employed

:on ‘thé hunting fervice, that the Governors ge-

nerally give a-réward . of a quart ‘of ‘brandy for'
each of their heads. ' Their fleth is always ‘eaten’
by‘t‘héwlnd{éns; ‘and fometimes by the Englith ;

but it is always black, hard, and tough and'

vfomenmea hasa bitter tafte.

~ The Indians. are fond of taming thofe birds,
and frequemly keep them the whole Summer;’
but as the Winter approaches they generally take
flight, and provide for themfelves. When at
Cumberland Houfe I had one of them, of which
my people were remarkably fond ; and as it ne-
ver wanted for’ food, would in -all probablhty‘
have remained with us all the Winter, had it not

‘been killed by an Inchan who did not know it

: to be tame.

White or
SnowyOwl. »

“The beautiful fpecxes of Warte or Svowy OwL
is common in all parts of Hudfon’s Bay, as far
North as the Copper-mme River. Thefe birds,

when fying or ﬁttmg, appear very large, but when
killed,



' NORTHERN OCEAN, -

- killed, feldom weigh more than three and 2 half, -
‘or four pounds, and fometimes fcarcely half' that’
~ weight.. They generally feed on mice and pat-.
' trzdges, and are at times known to kill rabbtts.

* They are, like the hawk, very troublefome to the
fPortfmen ; ;md contrary to any other. bird that
.Iknpow, have 2 great propenfity to follow the
report of 2 gun, and frequently. fellﬂw thc hun.
“ters (as. thcy are ufually called in Hudfon s Bay)
the wholé day. On thofe ocgafions they. ufually

perch on high trees, and watch dll 2 bird is killed, -

when they fkim down and carry it off hefore the

'hunter can get near it; but in return, thc hunters, .

when they fee them on the watch, frcquently de-
‘coy' them within gun-fhot, by throwing up 2
‘dead bird, which the Owl feldom refufes to accept;
but the fportfmau be:mLz fuﬂy prov1ded for this
v1ﬁt, and on his guard, generally thoots them
‘before they can carry off the partridge: They
are, however, fo great -a hindrance to thofe em-
ployed on the-hunting fervice, that-the fame -pre-

mium is given for one of their heads as for that

of a hawk, .

* In Winter they are frequentiy very fat, then'
fleth delicately whxte, and generally efteemed
good eating, both by Englith and Indians. Thofe
Owls always make their nefts on the ground ge-
neraﬂy lay from three to four eggs, but feldom
‘hatch more than two; and in the extreme North
the young ones do not ﬂy till September. They
ncver migrate, but brave. the - coldeft Winters,

Dd:2 . even_
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Grey or .

Mottled
Owl.
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even on the barren ground far remote from any

‘woods 5 and in thofe fituations perch on }ngh
rocks and ﬁones, and watch for their prey. .

.The fpecxes of GREY or MOTTLED Owr are by

_no means fo numeroub as the former, are fome-

thlng inferior in fize, and always frequent the
woods. They never go in fearch of their prey in
the day-time, but perch on the tops of lofty pines,

\ ' ‘and are eafily approached and fhot. = Their food

is generally known to be mice and fmall birds,

. yet their feth is delicately white, and nearly as

;o-ood as a-barn-door fowl; of courfe it is much
‘efteemed both by the Engh{h and Indians. "This

fpecies of Owl is called by the Southern Indlans

Cob-a-dee
cooch.

Ho-ho, and the former Wap-a- kee-thow
Befides thofe two fpeczes of Owls, thereis anoe
ther that remains in Hudfon’s Bay all the year,

*‘and is called by the Iadians Co;a-A DEE-COOCH.

It is fo far inferior in fize to the two former,

_that it feldom weighs half a pound ; is of a mot-

tled brown, the feathers long, and of a moft de-
licate foft and filky quality. In general this fpe-
cies feed on mice, and birds they ﬁnd dead; and
are fo mendent at times, that they light ona par-
tndge when killed by the hunter, but not being

" able to carry it off, are often obliged to relinquith
_ the prize, Like the White Owl, at times though

but fc_ldom,, they follow the report of a gun, 2nd

by fo frequently fkimming round the fportfnen,

frighten the game nearly as much as the hawk.

They Ieldom go far from the Woods, build in trees,
' and
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and lay from two to four egg; They are never.
fat, and their fleth is eaten ‘only by the Indlans. ‘
Ravexs of a moft beautiful glofly black, richly Ravess.

‘tinged ‘with purple and violet coIour, are the :

conﬁant inhabitants of Hudfon’s Bay ; but are {0 -
far inferior in fize to the Engh{h Raven, that
they are’ ‘ufually calted Crows. They build their
nefts in lofty pine-trees, and generaﬂy lay four
fpeck!ed eggs; they bring forth their young fo
early as the lattér end of May, or the beginning
of June. In Summer many of them frequent the
barren grounds, feveral hundred miles from any
“woods; probably invited there by the mulntudes
of deer and mufk-oxen that are killed by the
Northern Indians during that feafon, merely for
their fkins, and who leave their fleth to rot,’ or
be devonred by beafts or birds of prey. ~At thofe

times they are very fat, and the flefh of the young -
ones is delicately white, and good eating. But
i Winter they are, through neceflity, obliged ta
feed on a black mofs that grows on the pine-trees,
alfo on deer’s dung, and excrements of other
animals. It istrue, they kill fome mice, which
they find in the furface of the fnow; and catch ma-
ny wounded partridges and hares; in fome parts
‘of the country they are a great nuifance to the
bunter, by eating the game that is eitker caught
in fnares or traps. Wlth all this afliftance, they
are in general fo poor durmg the fevere cold in
Winter, as to excite wonder how they poﬁ'ibly

canexiff.

Their
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Thexr faculty of fcent muft be very acute; for
in the coldeft days'in° Winter, when every kmd
of effuvia is almoft m&antaneouﬂy deftroyed by
the froft, I have frequently known' buffaloes and

_ other beafts killed where not one of thofe birds
were feen; but in a few hours fcores of them
would gathcr about the fpot to pick up the
dung, blood, and other offal. An unarmed man .
may approach them very near whén feeding, but
they are fhy of thofe that have a gun; a great,
proof that they fmell the gunpowder They
are, however, frequently fhot by guns fet for
foxes; and fome‘umes caught in traps built for
‘martins. 'lhough on the whole, they may be
called a thy bird, yet their neceflities in Winter
are fo great that, like the White Owl, they fre-
quently follow the report of a gun, keep prudent-
ly at a diftance from the fportfman, and frequent-
ly. carry off many. woundéd birds. Their quills
make moft excellent pens for drawmg, or for Ia- »
dies to write with. :

Cinercons . The CinerzOUS CROW, or, as itis called by the E

Crow. _Southern Indians, Whifk-e-jonith, by the Englifh

‘ Whitkey-jack, and by thie Northern Indians Gee-
za, but as fome pronounce it, and that with more

' propuety, Jee-za, though claffed among the
Crows, is in reality fo fmall, as {eldom to, Wexgh

_ three ounces; the plumage grey, the feathers very

- long, foft, and filky, and in "general entirely un-
webbed, and in fome parts much refembles hair. .
Tlns bird is very famxhar, and fond of frequent. .

_ ing
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) lng habltatlons, either houfes or tents, and, fo
) uck given’ to pilfering, that no kind of provi-

. fions it can come at, either frefh or falt, is fafe’

from its depredatxon It 15 fo bold as to come into

tents, .and fit on the edge of the kettle ‘when
_hangmg aver the ﬁre, and ﬁeal viQuals out of A

the dithes. Itis very troublefome to the hunters,
vboth Engh{h and Indian, Arequently following
‘them a_whole day ; it will perch on a tree while

‘the hunter is baiting his martm-traps, and as’

foon as his back is turned go and eat the balts.
AIt isa kmd of mock bird, and of courfe has a va-
riety of notes; it is eafily. tamed _but never lives
Jong in confineineat. It is well known to be'a
provident bird, laying up great quantities of ber-
ries in Summer for a Winter flock; butits natu-
ral propenfity to pilfer at all feafons ‘makes it
much detefted both by the Englith and Indians.
It builds its neft in trees, exacly like that of the

‘blackbxrd and thruih lays four blue eggs, but'

feldom brings more than three young ones.

: 107

I know of only one fort of Woop-peckeR that Wooda.

frequents the remote Northern parts of Hud{on’s
Bay ; and this is diftinguithed by Mr. Pennant
by the name of the Golden ‘Winged Bird; but
to the South Weft that beautiful {pecies of Wood-
pecker with, a fearlet ctown is very frequent.

“The manner of life of this fpecies 1is nearly ahke, )

always building their nefts in holes in trees, and
feeding on worms apd infeéts. They general

, have .

pecker.
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have ﬁ'Om four to fix Joung at a titie. ‘They
dre fa1d to be very ¢ ‘Qefirudive 'to fruit-tiees thit
are raifed in gardens in the more Southern parts
‘of Ainérica; but the want of thofe luxuriés in
i—ludfon s Bay reniders thém very Rarinlefs and
noffénfive birds. . The red feathers of the larger
{'ort, which frequent the interior ‘and Southern
parts of the Bay, are much valued by foriie of
the Indxans, who orhamment théir pipe-fteris Wlth
them, and 4t times ‘ufe them’ as ornaments to then.'
children’s clothing. Nelther of the two' Tpecies
Tére ‘mentionéd ever migrate, but are ¢onftant
‘fohabitants of ‘the different clxmates in which
‘they are found.

' There are feveral fpec:es of GROUSE in the d:f.'

......

“largeft, and one of thém the moﬁ ‘beatitiful, ne-
"ver reach fofar North as the latitude 59°: butas
. .I have [een them in great plenty near Cumberland.

TheRuffed
Groufe.

‘Houfe, T fhall take the liberty to defcribe them.
The Rurrep Grouse. Thisis the moft beau-

“tiful of all that are claffed under that name.

They are of a delicate brown, prettily variegated

~ “with black and white: tail large and long, like

‘that of a hawk, which is ufually ‘of an orange-

" colour, beautifully barred with black, chocolate,
“and white; and the tail is frequently expanded

like a fan. To add to their beauty, they bavea

“'ruff of glofly black feathers, fichly tmged with
“purple-round the neck, which they can-erectat
’ pleafure this they frequently do, but more par-

ticularly
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ticalarly fo when ‘they fpread theit - Jong ‘ail,
which gives them a noble appesrance. In fize
they exceed a partridge, but are inferior to &
& pheafant. th Winter they ate wufually ‘found
| perched on ‘the'branches -of the ‘pite-treds ; and
il i tht feafon are'fo tame ‘as to be eafily approach-
| td, andof courfe readily fhot.
§  They always ‘make their neffs onthe ground,
8! generally 4t the toot ‘of a' tree, and lay to the
= numberof twelve or fourteen eggs. In fome of
£ ‘the Souithern :parts of America feveral atrempts
B Tavebeen'made ‘to tame thofe beautiful birds, by
[ taking their'eggs and hatching them under do-
§ reftic ‘hens, but it was never ‘crowned with firc-
8 ‘cefs 5 for when but a few days-old, they alvays
& ake their efcape into ‘the ‘woeds, wlhere they
§ probably pick up a fubfifence. Their Hefh iis
| delicately white and firm, and ‘though they are
§ feldom fat, 'they dre-always good eating, and are
¥ generally efteerned beft wheen larded 4nd roafied,
 or-nicely boiled with-a bit-¢fbacen. ’

There is fomething ‘very ‘retnarkable in thofe
‘birds, and T'believe peculiar to-themfelves, which
is that of clapping their ‘wings with fuch a'foree,
‘that 4t ‘half 2 mile diftance it refembles thunder.
Thave frequently heard them 'make that noife
tiear “Cumbertand Houfe in ‘the month of May,
|'but it was ‘always before Sun-rife, and a little
ifter Sun-fet. It is ‘fid by Mr. Bsrton andLe
‘Horttan, that they ‘dever ¢lap in:this manser but
in the Spring and ‘Fall, and 1 muft ‘acknowledge

409
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Sharp-tail-
ed Groule,

~.on the tops of the higheft poplars, out of mode-
‘rate gun-fhot, and will not fuffer a near approach.
They fometimes, when difturbed in thls fituati-

A JOURNEY TO THE

that I never heard them in Winter, though 1
have killed many of them in that feafon. The
Indians informed me they never make that noife
but when feeding, which is very probable; fo:
it is notorioufly known that all the fpecies of
Groufe feed very early in the mornings, and
late in the afternoons. . This fpecies is called by

fome of the Indians bordering on Hudfon’s Bay;
'Pus-pus-kee, and by others Pus-pus-cue. .

SHARP-TAILED GROUSE, or as they are called

in Hudfon’s Bay, Pheafant. Thofe birds are al-

ways found in the Southern parts of the Bay, are
very plentiful in the interior parts of the coun-

try, and in fome Winters a few of them are fhot
at York Fort, but never reach fo far North as

Churchill.. In colour they aie not very unlike

‘that of the Englith hen pheafant ; but the tail is
dhort and pomted like that of the common
‘duck; and there is no percelvable difference in

plumage between the male and female. When
full-grown, and in good condition, they frequent-
iy weigh two pounds, and though the flefh is
dark, yet it is juicy, and always efteemed good |
eating, particularly when larded and roafted. . In
Summer they feed on bernes, and in Winter on |

‘the tops of the dwarf birch, and the buds of the 4
poplar. In the Fall they are tolerably tame, but

in the fevere cold more fhy; frequently perch

on,
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& cqually baulked in his expectations, asthey force
38 their way fo faft under it as to raife flight many

very frequently in a different. direction to that

the other fpecies of groufe, ‘make their nefts on
| the ground, and lay from ten to thirteen eggs.
| Like the Ruffed Groufe, they are not to be tam-

B but without fuccefs ; for though they never made
|| their cfcape, yet they always died, probably for
he want of proper food; for the hens that
atched them were equally fond of them, as they
& could poflibly have been had they been the pro-
& duce of their own eggs: This fpecies of Groufe
& is called by the Southern Indians Aw-kis.cow.

& name in Hudfon’s Bay from their always fre-
|| quenting the forefts of pines and fir; and in
[| Winter feeding on-the bruth of thofe. trees,
though they are fondeft of the latter. -This fpe-
i dies of Groufe is inferior in fize and beauty to the
B Ruffed, yet may be called a handfome bird ; the
|lumage being of a_handfome brown, elegantly
potted with white and black. The tail is long,
md tipped with orange ; and the legs are warmly
wvered with thort feathers, but the feet are nak-
ed, They are generally in the extreme with re-

*This Laffert from my.own expetience when at Cumberland Houfe,

from which the fportfman expeéts*. They, like-

£ cd, as many trials have been made at York Fort,

- fpeét -
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on, dive into the fnow; but the fportfman is .

yards diftant from the place they entered, and

tridge.

The Woop ParTrIDGES have acquired that Wood Par-
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Willow

Partridge.
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fpe@ to thynefs; fometimes not fuffering 2 man
to come within two gun-thots,” and at others fo
tame that the fportfman may kill five or fix out
of one tree without fhifti‘ng his ftation. They

are feen in fome years in confiderable numbers

near York Fort. Thcy are very fcarceat Church- '
ill, though numerous in the interior parts, parti--

 cularly on the borders of the Athapufcow Indians

country, where I have feen my Indian com-
panions kill many of them with blunt-headed
arrows. In Winter their flefhis black, hard, and
bitter, probably owing to the refinous quality of
their food during that feafon ; but this is not ob-
ferved in the rabbits, though they feed exadly
in the fame manner in- Winter; on the contrary,
their flefh is efteemed more delicate than that of
the Englith rabbit. The Southern’ Indians call

his fpecies of Partridge, Miftick-a-pethow ; and
* the Northern Indians call it, Day.

The WiLrow PARTRIDGES have 2 firong black
bill, with fcarlet eye-brows, very large and beau-
tiful in the male, but lefs confpicuous in the fe-
male. In Summer they are brown, elegantly -
basred and meottled with orange, white, and
black; ‘and. at that feafon the males are very
proud and handfome, but the females are lefs.

‘beautiful, béing of one univerfal brown. As the

Fall advances they change to a delicate white,
except fourteen black feathers in the tail, which
are alfo tipped with white; and their legs and
feet, quite down to the nails, are warmly covered

o S ' with
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with feathers. - In the latter end of September
and beginning of Odober they gather in flocks
of fome¢ bundreds, and proceed from the open

plains and barren grounds, (where they ufually
breed,) to the woods and bruth-willows, where

they hord together in a fate of fociety, till dif- :

perfed by their common enemies, the hawks; or
‘hunters. They are by far the moft numerous of
* any of the groufe fpecies that are found in Hud-
{on’s Bay; .and in fome places when permitted to
remain undiftorbed fora confiderable time, thexr

number is frequently fo great, as almoft to ex-

ceed credibility. I thall by no means exceed truth,
if T affert .that I have feen upward of four hup-
dred in one flock near Churchill River ; but the
greateft number I ever faw was on the North fide
of Port Nelfon River, when returning with a pack-
et in March one thoufand fever hundred and
fixty-eight : at that time I faw thoufands flying
to the North, and the whole furfice of the fpow
feemed to be in motion by thofe that were feed-
ing on the tops of the thort willows. = Sir Tho-
‘mas Button mentions, that when he wintered in
Port Nelfon River in one thoufand fix hundred
and twelve, his crew killed eighteen hyndred
dozen of thofe birds, which I have no reafon to
doubt ; and Mr. Jeremie, formerly Governor at
York Fort, when that place was in the pofleflion
of the l'rench and then called Fort Bourbon,

afferts, that he and feventy-nine others eat no
" - lefs

413
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lefs than ninety thoufand partridges and twén-t}j'«

five thoufand hares in the courfe of one Winter;
which, confidering the quantity of venifon,
geefe, ducks, €. enumerated in his account,
that were killed that year, makes the number fo
great, ‘that it is {carcely poﬁible to conceive what

‘eighty men could do with them ; for on calcula-

ticn, ninety thoufand partridges and twenty-five
thoufand hares divided by eighty, amounts tono
lefs ‘than one thoufand one hundred and twenty-
five partridges, and ‘three hundred and twelve
hares per man. - 1his is by far too great a
quantity, particularly when it is conﬁdered that
neither partridges nor hares are-in feafon, or can
be procured in any numbers, more than feven
months in the year: Forty thoufand partridges
and five thoufand hares would, I think, be much
nearer the truth, and will be found, on calculati-
on, to be ample prov1ﬁon for eighty men for fe-
ven months, exclufive of any change. The
common weight of thofe birds is from eighteen
to twenty-two ounces when firft killed ; there
are fome few that are nearly that weight when
fit for the fpit, but they are fo fcarce as by no
means to ferve as a flandard ; and as they always
hord with the common fize, there is no room to
fufpect them .of another fpecies. As ail thofe
over-grown partrxdgeo are notorioufly known
to be males, it is more than probable that they
are 1mperfe€t and grow large and fat like capons;
and every one that has had an opportunity of
tafting
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tafting thofe large partridges, will readily ; allow7 .
that ‘they excel the common fort as much in fla- ~
vour as they do in fize. It is remarked in thofe’
birds, as well as the Rock Partridge, that they
- are provided with additional clothing, as it may

be called ; for every feather, from the largeft to

the fmalleft, except the 'quills and tail, are all’
double. The under-feather is foft and'downy,'

fhooting from the fhaft of the larger ‘and is
wonderfully adapted to their fituation, as they not

only brave the coldeft Winters, but the fpecies
now under confideration always burrow under

the fiow at nights, and at day-light come forth

to feed. In Winter they are alwaysfound to fre.

quent the banks of rivers and creeks, the fides of

lakes and ponds, and the plains which abound

with dwarf willows; for it is on the buds and

~ tops of that tree they always feed during the

Winter. In fummer they eat berries and fmall
herbage. Their food in Winter being fo dry
and harfh, makes it neceffary for them to fwal-
lIow a confiderable quantity of gravel to promote
digeftion ; but the great depth of fnow renders

it very fcarce duvring that feafon. The Indians

having confidered this point, invented the me.
thod now in ufe among the Englith, of catching
them in nets by means of that fimple allurement,’
a heap of gravel. The nets for this purpofe are
from eight to twelve feet fquare, and are ftretch-
ed in 2 frame of wood, and ufually fet on the ice
of rivers, crecks, ponds, and’ lakes, about one

: hundred
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hundred yards. from the ixiilows,‘ but in fome
fituations not half that diftance. Under the cen-
ter of the net a heap of faow is thrown up to

 the fize of ope or two buthels, and when well
 packed is covered with gravel. To fet the nets,.
" when thus prepared, requires 10, other trouble:

than hftmg up one fide of the frame, and fupport-

- ing it with two fmall props, about four feet long:
. a line is faftened to thofe props, and the other

end being conveyed to.the neighbouring willows,
is always fo contrived that 3 man can get to it

‘withgut being’ feen by the birds under the net,
- When every thmg i thus prepared, the hunters

have nothing to do but ge into the adjacent wil-
lows and woods, and when they fiart game, en-
deayour ta drive thém inte the net, which at
times is no hard tafk, as they frequently run be-
fore them like chickens; and fometimes réquire
no driving, far as foon as they fee the black heap
of gravel on the white fpow they fly ftraight to:
wyrds it. . The hunter then goss to the end of
the line to wasch their motions, and when he fges
there are as many about the gravel as the net can
cover, or as many as are likely to go under at
that time, with a fudden pull he hauls down the
fiakes, and the met falls horizontally on the fnow,
aad enclofes the gmaf_eﬁ: part of the birds that
are under it. The hynter then runs to the
net as foon as poflible, and kills all the birds by

‘ hiting them at the bac'k of the head. He then fets

repeats
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Tepeats the operation as often as he plcafes, or

as long 3s the birds are in good humour. By
- this fimple contrivance I have known upwards of
‘three hundred partridges caught in-one morning
by three perfons; and 2 much g"reatéf number
. might have been procured had it been thought

neceflary. Early in the morning, juft at break

of day, and early in the afternoon, is the beft time

 for this fport. It is common to get from thirty -
to feventy at one hawl and in the ‘Nintcr of

one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix, Mr.
Prince, then Mafter of a floop at Churchill River,

atually caught two hundred and four at two

hawls.. They are by no means equally plentiful
-every year; for in fome Winters I have known
them fo fcarce, that it was impoflible to catch

any in nets, and all that could be procured with -

the gun-would hardly afford one day’s allowance
per week to the men during the feafon; but in
. the Winter -one thoufand feven hundred and
eighty-five, they were fo plentiful near Churchill,

and fick pumbers were brought to the Fa&ory, .
that I gave upward of two thoufand tothe hogs.
In the latter end of March, or the beginning of

April, thofe birds begin to change, from white to
their beautiful Summer plumage, and the firft
brown - feathers make their appearance .on the
neck*, and by degrees fpx cad over the whole bo-

Ee dy ;

* Mr. Dragge obferves, in his North Weft Paffage, that when the par-

mdbea beom tochange colour, the firlt brown fqatbers app:at inthe rumip;
: buz

417
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dy-!;- but their Summer drefs is feldom complete
till July. The feathers of thofe birds make excel-
lent beds, and as they are the perquifite of the

‘hunters, are ufually. fold to the Captains and

Mates of the Companys® thips, at the eafy rate of

‘three pence per pound.

Rock ParTripces. This fpecies of Groufe
are in Winter of the fame colour as the former,

. but inferior in fize; being in general not more

than two-thirds of the weight. They have a
black line from the bill to the eye, and differ in

© natute and manner from the Willow Partndge.'

" "Fhey never. frequent the woods or willows, but

brave the fevereft cold on the open plains. They

“always feed on the buds and tops of the dwarf

birch, and after this repaft,- generally fit on the

- high-ridges of fnow, with their heads to wind-

their bills are of fuch an amazing firength, that
. they pick a fufficient quantity out of the rocks.
- Befide, being fo much inferior in fize to the for-

.ot t}ns is fo far from being a general rule, that as experienced Hudfonian
“miuft fmile at the idea. T hat Mr. Dragge never faw an inftance of this

_fimck off by ahaw; and as, the ufual feafon for changing their plumage |

‘Imndrcds of thoufands that I have feen killed, 1 never faw or heard of a

-ward: They are never caught in pets, like the |

Willow Partridge; for when in want of gravel,

mer {pecies, their flefh is by no means fo good,
being black, hard, and bitter. - They are in gene-
‘ ‘ral,

kind I'will not fay, but when Nature deviates {o far from its ufual coyrfe,
it is undonbtedly owing to fome accident; and nothing is more likely
than that the feathers of the bird Mr. Dragge had examined, had been

was near, the Summer feathers fupplied their place; for out of the many

{imilar inftance,
.
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wild or wvery tame; and when in the latter hu-
mour, I have known ene man kill one hundred
and twenty in a few hours; for as they ufually
keep in large ﬁocks, the fport{man can frequent-
Iy kill fix or eight at a fhot. - Thele, like the Wils

are fo hardy, that, uplefs fhot in the head or vi-
tals, they will fly away with the greateft quantity
of fhot of any bird I know. They  difcover
great fondnefs for their young; for during the
time of in¢ubation, they will frequently fuffer
themfelyes to be taken by hand off their eggs*:
Pigeons of a {mall fize, not larger than a thryfh,
are in fome Summers found as far North as
Churchill River. The bill is of a fefh-colour,
legs red, and the greateft part of the plumage of
2 light lilac or blufh. In the interior parts of the
country shey ﬁy in Iarge flocks, and perch op the
Eea poplar

* Befides the birds already mentioped; which form a confant difh 3t oyr-
B tblesin Hudfon’s Bay, during their refpedtive feafons, Mr. Jerame aﬁert.s,
{ that during the time he was Goverrwr at York Fort, the buftard wascom-
mon, But fince that Fort was delivered up tothe Englifh at the meace of
Utrechtjn 1713, none of the. Company's fervants have gver fegn one of
thofe birds : nor does it appear by all the Joutnals:zow in the}:of"cfﬁon
of the Hadf'on s Bay Company, that any fuch bird was -ever feen in the
moft Southern parts of the Bay, mych lefs at Yoik Fort, which is in the
Jatitude §7° North; fo that 2 capital error, or 3 wilful de,ﬁgn to mxﬂcagl,
muft have taken place.. Indeed, his account of the country immediately
where he refided, and the produdtions of it, are fo exroneoufly Ratsd &5
to deferve no nogice.  His cpdeamxe, De le Potties, affertsthe exiftence gf
| the buﬂard in thofe parts, and \mh an equal regard to trathe

~

- 7al, like the Wood Partridge, ecither ex’:cesding

Y low Partridge, change their plumage in Summer -
- tg a beautiful fpeckled brown ; and at that feafon
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poplar trees in fuch numbers that I have feen
twelve of them killed at one fhot: They ufually
. feed on poplar buds, 2nd are good catmg, though
feldom fat. They build their nefts in trees, the
fame as the Wood Pigeons do; never lay but
two eggs, and are very “fcarce near the fea- coaﬁ in
the Northern parts of Hudfon’s Bay.
f‘;':ér-::ﬁ- The RED-BREASTED TrrUsHEs, commonly call-
ed in Hudfon’s Bay the Red Birds, but by fome
the Black Birds, on account of their note, and by
others the American Fieldfares ufually make their
appearance at Churchill River about the middle
- of May, build their nefts of mud, like the Englith -
Thruth, and lay four beautiful blue eggs. They
have a very loud and pleaﬁng note, ‘which they
generally exercife moft in the mornings and
evenings, when perched on fome lofty tree near
~ their neft; but when the young can fly they are
filent, and migrate to the South early in the Fall. §
" They are by no means numerous, and are gene- §
rally feen in pairs; they are never fought after as §
an article of food, but when killed by the Indian |
‘boys, are efteemed good eating, though they al- §
ways feed on worms and infets. g
crobeak,  OROsBEAK. Thefe gay birds vifit Churchill
"River in fome years fo early as the latter end of §
March, but are by no means plentiful ; they are §
always feen in pairs, and generally feed on thef
buds of the poplar and willow. The male is in§
moft parts of its plumage of 2 beautiful crimfon, §
but the female of a dull dirty green. In formg
they
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they much refemble the Englith bullfinch, but
are near double their fize. = They build their nefts
in trees, fometimes not far from the ground; lay
four white eggs, and always hatch them in June.
They are faid to have a pleafing note in Spring,
though I never heard jt, and are known to retire
to the South early in the Fall. The Englith re-
fiding in Hudfon’s Bay generally call this bird the
American Red Bird. S

Svow BunTiNGs, univerfally known in Hud-
fon s Bay by the name of the Snow Birds, and in
the Iiles of Orkney by the name of Snow Flakes,
from their vifiting thofe parts in fuch numbers
as to devour the grain as foon as fown, in fome
years are fo deftru@ive as to oblige the farmer to
fow his fields a fecond, and occafionally a third
time. Thefe birds make their appearance at the
Northern fettlements in the Bay about the latter
end of May, or beginning of April, when they
are very fat, and not inferior in flavour to an
ortolan. On their firft arrival they generally
feed on grafs-feeds, and are fond of frequenting
_dunghills. At that time they are eafily caught in
great numbers under a net baited with groats or
oatmeal ; but as the Summer advances, they feed
much on worms, and are then not fo much
efteemed. They fometimes fly in fuch large
flocks, that I have killed upwards of twenty at
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Snow

Bunting,\

one fhot, and have known others who have kill- .

ed double that number. In the Spring their plu-
mage is prettily variegated, black and white;
but
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but their Summer drefs may be called elegant,

thongh not gay. They live long in confinetient,
have naturally a pléafing note, and when in cofn:
pany with Canary birds foon imitate their fong.

-1 have Kept thiany of them in eages in the fame
room with Cahary birds, and always found they’

fung in Winter as well as in Sumimer; but éven

in confinement they change their plumage accords

ing to the feafon, the fame asin a wild ftate. ‘This
ipecies of bird feemn forid of the coldeft régions,
for as the Spring advances they fly fo far North
that theit bieeding-places are not known to the
inhabitants of Hudfon’s Bay. In Autumn they
return to thie South in large flocks, and ate fre-
quently fhot ‘in confiderable numbers mérely as
a delicacy ; at that feafon, however, they are by
no ‘means fo good as when they ﬁrﬁ make their
appearance in Spring.

WHaITE-cROWNED BUNTING.: This fpecies is
inferior in fize to the former, and feldom make

* their appeatance till June. They breed in tnoft

parts of the Bay, always make their nefts on the
ground, at the root of a dwarf willow or 2 goofe-
berty-buth. During the time their young are in
a callow fate they have a delightful note, but as
foon as they are fledged they become filent, and
retire to the South early in Septernber.
Larrand Finest.  This bird is common on
Hudfon’s Bay, and never migrates Southward in
the.coldeft Winters. During‘ that feafcn it gene-

rai?v frcque'}ts the juniper plains, and feeds on the

{mall
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fmall buds of that tree, alfo on grafsfeeds; -but
at the approach of Summer it flies fill farther
North to breed. A variety of this bird is alfo
common, and is beautifully marked with a red
forchead and breaft. It is moft common in the
Spring, and frequently caught in nets fet for the
Snow Bunting ; and when kept in cages has a
pleafing note, but feldom lives long in confine-
mest, though it generally dies very fat.

Larxks of a pretty variegated colour frequent Larks.
thofe parts in Summer, and always make their
appearance in May; build their nefts on the
ground, ufually by the fide of 2 fone at the root
of a fmall buth, lay four fpeckled eggs, and bring
forth their youngin June. At their firft arrival,
and till the young can fly, the maleis in full
fong; and, like the fky-lark, foars to a great
height, and generally defcends in a perpendicu-
lar dire@ion near their néft. Their note is loud
and agreeable, but confifts of little variety, and
as foon as the young can fly they become filent,
and retire to the Southward early in the Fall.
They are impatient of confinement, never fing in
that ftate, and feldom live long.

The Trrmouse is ufually called in Hudfen’s Titmoute,
Bay, Blackcap. This diminutive bird braves the
coldeft Winter, and during that feafon feeds on
the feeds of long rye-grafs, but in Summer on
infe®s and berries. The Southerr Indians call
this bird Kifs-kifs-hefhis, from a twittering noife
they make, which much refembles that word in

{ound.
SwaLLOWS
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‘swallows,  SwarLrLows vifit thefe parts in confiderable
numbers in Summer, and are very domeflic;
building their nefts in neceffaries, -ftables, and
other out-offices that are much frequented. They
feldom make their appearance at Churchill River
till June, and retire South early in Auguft.
They, like the European Swallow, gather in large
flocks on the day of their departure, make feve-

ral revolutions round the breeding-places, and
-then take their leave till the next year. 1 donot.
recolled to have feen dny of thofe- birds to the
North of Seal River.
MarTiNs alfo vifit Hudfon’s Bay in great num-
bers, but feldom fo far North as Churchill River.-
~They ufually make their nefts in holes formed
in the fteep banks of rivers; and, like the Swal-
low, lay four or five fpeckled eggs; and retire
Southward in Auguft. At the Northern fettle-
ments they are by no means fo domeftic as the
© Swallow,

Fpoping Hooring CrANE. - This bird vifits Hudfon’s

Crne. — Bay in the Spring, though not in great numbers.

‘They are generally feen only in pairs, and that
not very often. It is a bird of confiderable fize,
often equal to that of a good turkey, and the
‘great length of the bill, neck, and legs, makes it
‘meafure, from the bill to the toes, near fix feet in
common, and fome much more. Its plumage is
of a pure white, except the quili-feathers, which
are black ; the crown is covered with a red fkin,

thmly befet with black briftles, and the legs are
- Jarge

Martins,
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large and black. It ufually frequents open
fwamps, the fides of rivers, and the margins of
lakes and, ponds, feeds on frogs and fmall fifh,
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and efteemed good eating.. The wing-bones of -
this bird are fo long and large, that I have known: -

them made into flutes with tolerable fuccefs.” It
feldom has more than two young, and retires
Southward early in the fall.

The Brown Crane. This fpecies is far infe-
rior in fize to the former, being feldom three
feet and a half in length, and on an average not
weighing feven- pounds. Their haunts and man-
ner of life are nearly the fame as that of the Hoop-
ing Crane, and they never have more than two
young, and thofe feldom fly till September. They
are found farther North than the former, for I
have killed feveral of them on Marble Ifland, and
have feen them on the Continent as high as the
latitude 65°. They are generally efteemed good
eating, and, from the form of the body when fit
for the fpit, they acquire the name of the North
Weft Turkey. There is a circumftance refpedt-
ing this bird that is very peculiar; which is, that
the gizzard is larger than that of a fwan, and re-
markably fo in the young birds. The Brown
Cranes are frequently feen in hot calm days to
foar to an amazing height, always flying in circles,
till by degrees theyare almoft out of fight, yet
‘their note is fo loud, that the fportfman, before
he fees their fituation, often fancies they are very
‘pear him. They vifit. Hudfon’s Bay in far

greater

!

Brown
Crane.
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greater numbers than the former, and are very
good eating. :

BrTTErNS are coinmion at York Fort in Sum.
mer, but are feldom found fo far North as
Churchill River. I have feen two fpecies of this
bird ; fome having afh-coloured legs, others with
beautiful grafs.green legs, and very gay plumage.

They always frequent marfhes and fwamps, alfo:

the banks of rivers that abound with reeds and
long grafs. They generally feed -on infeéts that
are bred in the water, and probably.on fmall
frogs; and though feldom fat, they are gene-

* rally good eating. They are by no means nu-

merous even at York Fort, nor in fa in the moft
Southern patts of the Bay that I have vifited.
Curriws. There are two fpecies of this bird
which frequent the coafts of Hudfon’s Bay in
great numbers during Summer, and breed in all
parts of it as far North as the latitude 72°; the

largeft of this {pecies is diftinguifhed by that great

Naturalift Mr. Pennant, by the name of the Ef-

quimaux Curlew. They always keep near the

fea coaft ; attend the ebbing of the tide, and are

frequently found at low-water-mark in great |

numbers, where they feed on marine infedts,
which they find by the fides of flones in great
plenty ; but at high-water they retire to the dry
ridges and wait the receding of the tide. They
fly as fteady 2s a woodcock, anfwer to a whillle
that refembles their note; lay longon their wings,
and are a moft excellent fhot, and at times are

delicious
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{ deliciots, eatinig. The other fpecies of Curlew

| are’in colour and fhape exa@lly like the former,

| though inferior in fize, and differ in their man- -
ner of life, as they never frequent the water’s-
edge, but always keep among the rocks and dry
ridges, and feed on berries -and fmall infedts.
The fleth of this bird is generally more efteemed
thi%i: that of the former, but they aré by no means
{6 umerous.. This fpecies of Curlew are feldom
found farther North than Egg River.

| Jack Swipzs. Thofe birds vifit Hudfon’s Bay JeckSaires:
# in Summer in confiderable numbers, but are fel-

| dom feen to the North of Whale Cove. They

| do not arrive till the ice of the rivers is broke

| up, and they retire to the South early in the Fall.
Dauring their fay, they always frequent marthes
near the fea coaft, and the fhores of great rivers.
In manner and fight they exaétly refemble the
‘European Jack Snipe; and when on the wing,
fly at fuch a diftance from each other, .that it is
but feldom the beft fportfinan can get more than
one or two at a thot. Their flefh is by no means
fo delicate as that of the Englifh Snipe.

Rep Govwarrs, ufually called at the Northern Red God-
fettlements in Hudfon’s Bay, Plovers. Thofe™
birds vifit the fhores of that part in very
large flocks, and ufually frequent the marfhes
and the margins of ponds. They atb frequently
attend the tide, like the Efquimaux Curlews; fly
down to low-water-mark, and feed on a fimall fifh,
not much unlike a fhrimp ; but as the tide flows,

they
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. they retire to the marfhes. They fly in fuch

iarge flocks, and fo clofe to each other, thatI
have often killed upwards of twelve at one fhot;
and Mr. Atkinfon, long refident at York Fort,
attually killed feventy-two at one fhot ; but that
was when the birds were fitting. Near Church-
ill River they are feldom fat, though tolerably
flethy, and are generally good eating. They ufu-
ally wveigh from ten to thirteen ounces; the
female is always larger than the male, and differs

in colour, being of a much lighter brown. They

retire to the South long before the froft commen-
ces; yet I have feen this bird as far North as the

Tatitude 710 50,

. SpotTED GODWAIT, known in Hudfon’s Bay
by the name of Yellow Legs. This bird alfo vi.
fits that country in confiderable numbers, but |
more fo in the interior parts; and ufually fre-
quents the flat muddy banks of rivers. In fum.
mer it is generally very poor, but late in the Fall
is, as it may be called, one lump of fat. This bird,
with many others of the migratory tribe, I faw
in confiderable numbers as far North as the lati-
tude 71° 54'; and at York Fort I have known
them fhot fo late as the latter end of O&ober :
at which time theyare in the greateft perfection,
and moft delicious eating, more particularly fo
when put into a bit of pafte, and boiled like an
apple-dumpling; for in fact they are generally too
fat at that feafon to be eaten either roafted or
boiled. :
‘ HEeBRIDAL
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HEBRIDAL SANDPIPERS, but more commonly Hebridal
known in Hudfon’s Bay by the Name of Whale P>
Birds, on account of their feeding on the carcafes
of thofé¢ animals which frequently lie on the
| fhores, alfo on maggots that are produced in them

by fly-blows. Thefe birds frequent thofe parts |
in confiderable numbers, and always keep near
the margin of the fea. They may, in fad, be
called beautiful birds, though not gay in their
plumage; they are ufually very fat, but even
when firft killed they fmell and tafte fo much like
train-oil as to render them by no means pleafing
to the palate, yet they are frequently eaten by
the Company’s fervants. As the Summer ad-

- vances they fly fo far North of Churchill River,
that their breeding-places are not known, though
they remain at that part till the beginning of
July, and return early in the Fall. They are by
no means large birds, as they feldom weigh four
ourices. The bill is black, plumage prettily vari.
egated black and white, and the legs and feet are
of a beautiful orange colour*.

-Provers, commonly called Hawk’s Eyes, from Plover.
their watchfulnefs to prevent a near approach
when fitting. When thefe birds are on the
wing, they fly very fwift and irregular, par-
ticularly when fingle or in fmall flocks. At
Churchill River they are by no means numerous,

but

* They exaétly cotrefpond with the bird defkribed by Mr, Pennant, ex.
cept that they are much longer.
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but [ have feen them in fuch large flocks at York

Fort in the Fall of one thoufand feven hundred

and feventy-three, that Mr, Ferdinand Jacobsthen

Governor, Mr. Robert Body Surgeon, .and my-

felf, killed in one afternoon as many as two men

could conveniently carry. They generally feed

on infeéls, and are at all times good eating, but

Iate in the Fall are moft excellent.  They are by

no means equally plentiful in:all years; and at

the Northern fettlements in the Bay they are not

clafied with thofe fpecies of game that add to the

general ftock of provifions, being only killed 23

a luzury; but I am informed that at Albany

Fort, feveral barrels of them are annually falted

for Winter ufe, and are efteemed good eating.

This bird during Summer reforts to the remoteft

Northern parts ; for I have feen them at the Cop-

per River, though in thofe dreary regions only

in pairs, The young of thofe birds always

leave their nefts as foon as hatched, and when but

a few days old run very faft; at night, orin

rainy weather, the old ones call them together, #

and cover them with their wings, in the fame |

manner as 2 hen does her chickens.

Black Gul. BLACK GULLEMoTs, known in Hudfon’s Bay |

- lemots: by the name of Sea Pigeons. Thofe birds fre. §

quent the fhores of Hudfon’s Bay and Straits in

" confiderable numbers ; but more particularly the |
Northern parts, where they fly inlarge flocks; to

the Southward they are only feen in pairs. They |

are of a fine black, but not glofly, with fcarlet
: lcgs :
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§ ‘legs and feet ; and the coverets of the wings are
# marked with white. They are in weight equal
§ to 2 Widgeon, though to appearance not fo
large. They ufually make their nefts in the holes .
of rocks, and lay two white eggs, which are de-
§ licate eating, but not. proportionably large for
£ the fize of the bird. My friend Mr. Pennant
| fays, they brave the coldeft Winters in thofe parts,
by keeping at the edge of ‘the ice near the open
water ; but as the fea at. that feafon is frozen
I over for feveral miles from the fhore, I believe
B no one’s curiofity ever tempted him to confirm
B the truth of this; and it is well known they ne-
i ver make their appearance near the land after the
4 froft becomes fevere.
§ Nortuerw Divers. Thefe birds, though com- e
| mon in Hudfon’s Bay, are by no means plentiful ; Divers.
they are feldom found near the fea coaft, but more
frequently in frefh water lakes, and ufually in
pairs. They build their nefts at the edge of {fmall
iflands, or the margins of lakes or ponds ; they
lay only two eggs, and it is very common to
find only one pair and their young in one theet
of water ; a great proof of their averfion to foci-
ety. They are known in Hudfon’s Bay by the
name of Loons. They differ in fpecies from the
Black and Red throated Divers, having a large
black bill near four inches long ; plumage on the
back of a glofly black, elegantly barred with
white ; the belly of a filver white; and they are
fo large as at times to wéigh fifteen or fixteen
‘ pounds.




- Black-
throated
Divers,

~.Eagle and Raven, with' their plumage complete, §
-are alfo applied to:that ufe, and are far from be- §
ing an unbecoming head-drefs for a favage.

Red-throat-
&d Divers.

- far inferior to thetwo former, that they ftldom }

-pounds. Their flefhit alwiays black,  hard, and
fifhy, yetit.is: generzlly eaten by the Indians.

.. Brack-TEROATED Drves. . This fpecies are
. more beautiful. than' the. former, havmg a long|
- white bill, plumage on the back: and wings black,
elegantly tinged with: purpleand green,and pret-

.equal to’ the- former; but-are fo. watchful as to
-dom killed but- when on :the:wing. :Their fleth

‘birds are very thick and ftrong, and they are fre-
-quently drefled with the feathers on, and made §

-like the other fpecies of Loon, are excellent di- }
vers; they always feed on fith, and when in pur- §

-ing-pets, fet at the mouths of crecks and {mall |
-rivers. - They are more numerous than either of ;

ry rank-and filby, arealways caten by Indians and
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tily marked ‘with' white fpots In: fize they are
dive at the flath of a gun, and of courfe are fel-

is equally. black and fithy ‘with the former, but it |
isalways eaten by the Indians. The fkins of thofe

into caps for the Indian men. . The:fkins of the §

‘RED-THROATED DIVESS,’ ~This fpecxes are alfo
called Leons. in Hudfon’s Bay; but they are fo {

weigh more than three or four pounds. They, |
fuit of their prey, are frequently entangled in fith- |

the former, as they frequently fly in flocks; but |
like them make their nefts at the edge of the ]
water, and only lay two eggs, which; though ve- §

Englith
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are placed fo near the rump as to be of nofervice

8 pable of walkmg ; and whénfound in that- fituas
B tion (which is but feldom) they are eafily taken,
though they miake a ftrong reﬁﬂ:ance w1th their
B bill, which is very hard and fharp.. - e

B Wuaire Gurns.  Thefe birds vifit' Hudfon s

in the interior parts, and probably extend quite
& acrofs the continent of America. :They general-

the middle of May, build their nefts:on” the
[ iflands in lakes and rivers ; lay two fpeckled eggs,
[ 20d bring forth their young in June. Their

B as the flefh of thofe in the interior parts of the

[ They make their ftay on: Hudfon’s Bay as long
B in the Fall as the froﬁ will permlt them to pro-
cure 2 livelihood. :
| Griv Guiis. The{‘e birds, though common,
1 are by no means plentiful; and I never knew
i their breeding.-places, as they feldom make their
| 2ppearance at Churchill River till the Fall' of the
i year, and remain there only till the ice begins to
{ be formed about the fhores. " They .feldom fre-

Fall' of the year are generally fat, The fefh is
whxte and very good eating; and, like moft other
F ¢ Gulis,

: Engh{h The legs of thofe three fpecws of Loon

Bay in great numbers, both on the fea coafts and
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to them on the land, as they are perfeély inca-

ththnﬂi

ly make their appearance at Churchill River about:

& czgsare generzlly efteemed good eatmg, as ‘well

country, ,_though they feed on fith. and carrion.

Grey Guils,

quent the interior parts of the country. Théyr
are not inferior in fize to the former, and in the
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Gulls, they area moﬂ: excellent ihot when on
the wing. .

‘BlickGalls, - Brack GULI s, ufualiy called in Hudfon s Bay,
Men of War, from their purfuing and takmg the
prey from a leffer . fpecies of Gull, known in that
country by the name of Black-head.' In fize they
are much inferior to the two former fpeciess
but, like them, always make theirnefts on iflands,
or -at the margins of lakes or ponds ; they lay
only two eggs, and are found at a confiderable
diftance from the fea coaft. The length of their
wings is very great in proportion to the body ;
the tall is uniform, and the two middle feathers
are-four or fiveinches longer than the reft. Their
eggs are always eaten, both by the Indians and
Englith; but the bird itfelf is generally rejedted,
except when other provifions are very fcarce.

Shek. -~ Brack-weaps. Thefe are the fialleft fpecies
heads.  of:Gull that I know., They vifit the fea coaft of
Hudfon’s Bay in fuch vaft numbers, that they

are frequently feen in flocks of feveral hundreds;

- and 1 have known buthels of their eggs taken or:

an ifland of very fmall circumference. Thefe

eggs are very delicate eating, the yolks being

equal to that of a young pullet, and the whites

. of a femi.tranfparent azure, but the bird itfelf is
always fithy. Theiraffe@ion for their young is

fo firong, that when any perfon attempts to rob

their ‘nefts, they fly at him, and {fometimes ap-

proach fo near as to touch him with their pini.

ons; and when they find their lofs, will frequent-

ly
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1y foltow the plunderer to a confiderable diffanice,

‘and exprefs their grief by makmg an- unu{ual,_

'fereaming nioife.

This bird may be rénked with the eiegant part’

‘of the’ ¥ea’chered creation; theugh it is by no
| micans gay. ~The bill; Tegs, and feet'are of a rich

'{cariet crown black, and the remainder'of the
plumage of z iight afhicolotr, -exeept "the quﬂl-

feathers, which are ‘prettily barred, and tipped

“with” _b’iack and - the “tdil - much ferkcd. The
fight, ot extent of wing, in this bird, is very
great, in proportmn to {he body.” They ‘are

a5

?‘1‘ found as far North “4s has Hitherto -been mﬁfted BT

but retire to the South early in the Ptk e

‘Pericans. Thofe birds are rmmerous mfthe Pelicang,

| interior paits of the country; but ﬁever‘appear

near the fea-coaft. -They generally freqﬁuent large

lakes, and- alwayss make ‘their nefts on iflands. - -
Théy are fo provident for their young, ‘that' great

‘quantities of fith lie rotting near their nefts, and

‘emit Tuch a horrid fiénch as to be frelt at a con.

‘fiderable diftance. The flefh of the young Peli.
‘can’ is  frequently eaten by the-Indians; and as
‘they are always very fat, great quantities of it is
‘melted down, and preferved in bladders-for Win.
ter ufe*, to mix with pounded fieth; but by
' Ffa keeping,

% In the Fall of 1774, when T firft fettled at Cumberland Houfe; the
Indians impofed on me and my ‘people very much, by felling us Pelicap
“tat for' the fat of the black bear. Our knowledge of the delicacy of the
lat’er itiduced us to refeive this fat'for particular ‘purpofes; but when? we
came to open the bladders, it was Tirtle fuperxor to train oil; and was an-

Iy
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keeping, it grows very rank. The Pelicans in
thofe parts are‘about-the fize of a common goofe;
their plumage is of a delicate white, ‘except the
-quill-feathers, which’ are black.. The bill is near
-a foot long ; and. the bag, which réaches from
-the outer-end of the under.mandible to the breaft,
_is capable of containing upwards of three quarts,
_The fkins of thofe birds are thick and tough,
-and are frequently. drefled by the Indians and
. converted into. bags, but are never made. into
- clothing, though their feathers are as héujd, clofe,
.and durable, as.thole: of a Loon. :
Geofinders.  O00sANDERS, ufually called in Hudfon’s Bay,
Shell-drakes. . Thofe birds are very common on |
-the fea-coaft, but in the interior parts fly in very
large flocks, - The bill is long and narrow, and
_toothed like a faw; and they have a tuft of fea-
thers at .the back of the head, which they can
-ereét at pleafure. They are moft excellent divers,
-and fuch great deftroyers - of fith, that they are
_frequently obliged to vomit fome of them before
.they can take flight. Though not much larger
_than the Mallard Duck, they frequently fwallow:
.fifh of fix or feven inches long and proportiona-
_bly thick. - Thofe that frequent the interior parts
.of the country prey much on crawfith, which{
RN S are

s

LYy eatab]e b) a few of my ctew, whichat that time confifted only of eight
Enghl’hmen and two of the home Indians from York Fort.

Cumberland Houfe was the firft inland fettlement the Company mad
. from Hudfon’s Fort; and though begun on fo fmall 2 fcale, yet upon it
."and Hudfon’s Houfe, which is_fituated beyond it, upwards of fcventy
. men were now employede
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are. 've’ry numerous in fome- of the fhallow ftony

fivers. In the Fall of the year they are very fat,
and though they always feed on fith, yet their

mit them to procure a fubfiftence.

{ort are more frequent near the fea-coaft, but by
no means plentiful, and are moft frequently feen
in pairs, but fometimes fingle, probably owing te
{| their mates having been killed on their paffage

§ other addition. 1In the interior parts of the coun-

they are frequently fhot by the Indians in confi-

smry dehcate.
Net-

{ flefh at that feafon is very good ; and tbey re.
| main in thofe parts as long as the froft will per-'

Swawns, ~There are two fpecies of this blrd Swane.
that vifit Hudfon’s Bay in fummer ; and only
differ in fize, as the plumage of both are‘perfe&-'
ly white, with black bill and legs. - The fmaller-

North. Both fpecies ufually breed on the iflands-
& which are in lakes; and the eggs of the larger:
I fpecies are fo big, that one of them is a fufficient -
I meal for a moderate man, without bread, orany-

| try the larger Swan precedes every-other fpecies.
| of water-fowl, and in fome years arrive fo early-
as the month of March, long before the ice of the -
rivers is broken up.. At thofe times they always -
frequent the open waters of falls and rapids, where.

derable numbers.. They ufually weigh upwards -
of thirty pounds, and the lefler fpecies from
cighteen to twenty.four. The flefh ‘of both are -
excellent eating,- and when roalted, is. equalin -
favour to young heifer-beef, and the cygnets are. -

437
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-Notwithftanding the fize of this bird, they areg
fo fwift on the wing as to make them the moft
difficult to fhoot of any bird I know, it being fre-
quently neceflary to take fight ten or twelve feet,
before their bills. This, however, is only when
flying before the wind in a brifk gale, at which,
time they cannet fly at a lefs rate than an hundred
miles an hour ; but when flying acrofs the wind,
or againft it; they make but a flow progrefs, and
are then a noble fhot. In their moulting flate

“they are not eafily taken, as their Jarge feet, with

thie afliftance of their wings, enables them torun:
on the furface of the water as faft as an Indian
canoe cin be paddled, and therefore they are al.
ways obliged to be fhot ; for by diving and other

~ manceuvres they render it impofiible to take.

them by hand.. It has been faid that the fwans
whiftle or fing before their death, and I have
read fome ¢legant defcriptions of it in {ome of the
poets; but I have sever heard any thing of the
kind, though I have been at the deaths of feveral,
It is true, in fereme evenings, after Sun-fet, I
have heard them make a noife not very unlike
that of a Freach-horn, but entirely divefied of
every note that conftituted meledy, and have
often been forry to find it did not forebode their
death. Mr. Lawfon, who, as Mr. Pennant ju&ly‘_
remarks, was no-inaccurate obferver, properly
enough calls the largeft fpecies Frumpeters, and
the lefler, Hoopers. - Some years ago, when I

built Cumberland Houfe, the Indians killed thofe .
' birds
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birds inm fuch numbers, that the down and quills
might have been procured in confiderable quanti-
ties at a trifling expence; but fince the depopula-
tion of the matives by the {mall-pox, which has
alfo driven the few furvivors to frequent other
parts of the country, no advantage can be made
‘of thofe articles, though of confiderable valuz in
England*.

Gieess. There are no 1efs than ten dlﬂ%rem Geete..
fpecies of Geefe that frequent the various parts of
Hudfon’s Bay during Summer, and are as follow:
Firft, The Common Grey Goofe. Second, The
Canada Goofe. Third, The White, or Snow
Goofe. TFifth, The Blue Goofe. Sixth, Fhe
Laughing Goofe. Seventh, The Barren Goofe.
Eighth, Fhe Breant Goofe, Ninth, The Dunter;
and "Tenth, the Bean Goofe.

Common GrEY Goose. This bird precedes Gomtres.
every other fpecies of Goofe in thofe parts, and
in fome forward Springs arrives at Churchill
River fo early asthe latter end of April, but mare
commonly from the eleventh to the fixteenth of
May; and in one year it was the twcmy -fixth of

. May
% Mr. Pennant, in treating of the Whiftling Swan, takes notice of the
formatwn of the Windpipe; but on examination, the windpipes of both
the fpecies which frequent Hndfon’s Bay are found to be exaétly alike,
though their note is quite different. The breaft-bone of this bird is diffe-
rent from any other I have feen; for inftead of being fharp and folid, like
that of 4 goofe, it is.broad and holiow. Into this cavity the windpipe paffes.
from the valve, and reaching quite down to the abdomen, returns intothe
cheft, and joins the longs. Neither of the fpecies of Swan that frequent

Hudfon’s Bay are mutes but the note of the farger is much loudet and
harther than that of the fmaller.
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May before any Geefe made their appearanc&.
At their firft arrival they generally ¢ome in pairs,
and are fo fond of fociety, that they fly ftreight
to' the “call that imitates their note; by which
means they are eafily fhot. They breed in great
riumbers in the plains and marfhes near Church-
ill River; and in fome years the young ones.cam

~ be taken in confiderable numbers, and are eafily
" tamed; but will nevér learn te eat corn, unlefs
‘fome of the old ones are taken with them, Whlch

is eafily done when in.a moulting ftate, On the

~ ninth of Auguft one thoufand feven hundred and

eighty-one, when I refided ‘at Prince of Wales’s
Fort, ‘1 fent fome Indians up Churchill River in

~ canoes to procure fome of thofe Geefe, and in the

afternoon they were feen caming down the river

-with a large flock before them; the young ones
- 0ot more’ than ‘half.grown, and the old ones fo

far in‘a-moulting flate as nat to be capable of fly-

- ing; fo that, with the affiftance of the Englith and

the Indians then refiding on the plantation, the
whole flock, to the amount of forty-one, was
drove within the flockade which inclofes the !
Fort, where they were fed and fattened for Win- |
ter ufe, Wild Geefe taken and fattened in this

‘manner-are much preferable to any tame Geefe
i the world.. When this fpecies of Geefe are
full-grown, and in good condition, they often |

weigh twelve pounds, but more frequently much

- Canapa Goosk, or Pifk-a- .1fh as it is called
by
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by the Indians; as well as the Englith in Hudfon’s
‘Bay.  This fpecies do not differ in plumage from

the former, but are inferior in fize; the bill is

- much fmaller in proportion, and the fiefh being

i much whiter, of courfe is more efteemed. They

! are by no means fo numerous as the former, and

| generally fly far North to breed; but fome few

| of their eggs are found near Churchill River. It

| is feldom that elther of thefe fpecies lay more -

§ than four eggs; but if not robbed, they ufually

§ brmg them all forth. .
!  Wurre or Svow Goose.. Thefe ’are the moft White or
§ numerous of all the {pecies of birds that frequent Saow Gogfe
§ the Northern parts of the Bay, and generally .

| make their appearance about a week or ten days

? after the Common Grey Goofe. In the firft part

of the feafon they come in. fmall parties, but

in the middle, and toward the latter- end, they’

fly in fuch amazing flocks, that when they fettle

in the marthes to feed, the ground for a confide- -

rable diftance appears like a field of {fnow. 'When
feedmg in the fame marth with the Grey Geefe,

they never mix.- Like the Grey Geefz, they fly

“to the call that refembles their note ; and infome

years are killed and falted in great numbers for.
Winter provifion; they are almoft univerfally
thought good eating, and will, if proper care be
taken in curing them, continue good for eighteen
months or two years. - The Indians are far more

expert in killing Geefe, as wellas every other fpe-

cies of game, than any European I ever faw in
Hudfon’s
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Hudfon’s Bay ; for fome of them frequently kill
upward of a hundred Geefe in 2 day, whereas
the moft expert of the Englith think it a good
day’s work to kill thirty. Some years back it
was common for an Indian to kill from a thoufand
to twelve hundred Geefe in one feafon ; but lat.
terly he is reckoned a good hunter that kills three
hundred. This is by no means owing to the de:
generacy of the natives ; for the Geefe of late
years do not ‘frequent thofe parts in fuch num-
bers as formerly. The general breeding.place
of this bird is not known to any Indian in Hud-

- fon’s Bay, not even to the Efquimaux who fre-

quent the remoteft North. The general route
they take in their return to the South in the Fall
of the year, is equally unknown; for though fuch
multitudes of them are feen at Churchill River
in the Spring, and are frequently killed to the
amount of five or fix thoufand ; yet in the Fall
of the year, feven or eight hundred is confidered
a good hunt. At York Fort, though only two
degrees South of Churchill River, the Geefe fea- |
fons fluctuate fo much, that in fome Springs they |
have falted forty hogfheads, and in others not
more than one or two : ‘and at Albany Fort, the
Spring feafon is by no means to be depended on;
but in the fall they frequently falt fixty hogfl- :
heads of Geefe, befides great quantities of Plover.
The retreat of thofe birds in Winter is equally
unknown, as that of their breeding-places. I §

cbierve in Mr. Pennant’s Ar&icZ‘oology, that
' about ;
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about Jakutz, and other parts of Siberia, they
are caught in great numbers, both in nets, and by
decoying them into hovels; but if thefe are the
fame birds, they muft at times vary as muchin
manaqer 3s they do in fituation; for in Hudfon’s:
Bay they are the fhyeft and moft watchful of -alf.
the fpecies of Geefe, never-fuffering an ‘open ap-
proach not even within two or three gun-fhots :-
yet in fome.of the rivers near Cumberland Houfe,
and at Bafquiau, ' the Indians “frequently kill-
twenty 'at one fhot; but this is only done in
moon-light nights, when the Geefe are fitting-on
the mud, and the fportfmen are perfedly con-
cealed from their view. Though the plumage of
i thofe Geefe are perfetly white, except the quill. -
t| feathers, which are black, the ikin is of a dark
& lead-colour, and the flefh is excellent eating, ei-
§ ther freth or falt. They are much inferior in
f fiz¢ to the Common Grey Geefe, but equal to the
g Canada Geefe.
| Brue Gerse. This fpecies are of the fame fize Blue Geete,
! o5 the Snow Geefe; and, like them, the bill and
f legs are of a deep flefh-colour, but the whole
{ plumage is of a dirty blue, refembling old lead.
The fkin, when firipped of its feathers, is of the -
fame colour as.the Snow Goofe, and they are
equally good eating.  This fpecies of Geele are
{eldom feen to the North of Churchill River, and
not very common at York Fort; but at Albany
Fort they are more plentiful than the White or
'Snow Geefe. Their breeding-places are as little
known
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known to the moft ‘accurate “obferver as thofe of
the Snow Geefe; for.I never knew any of their
eggs taken, and their Winter haunts have hither-
to been undifcovered. Thofe birds are frequent-
!y feen to lead a flock of the White ones; and, as
they generally fly in'angles, it is far from unplea-
fant to fee a bird of a differen: colour leading the
van. The leader is generally the objet of the
firft fportfman who fires, which throws the whole
flock into fuch confufion, that fome of the other
hunters frequently kill fix or feven-at a thot.

 Hornep Wavey.  This delicate and diminu-
tive fpecies of the Goofe is not much larger than
the Mallard Duck. Its plumage is delicately
white, except the quill-feathers, which are black:
The till is not more than an inch long, and at the
bafe is ftudded round with little knobs about the

~ fize of peas, but more remarkably fo in the males.

Both the bill and feet are of the fame colour
with thofe of the Snow Goofe. This fpecies is
very fcarce at Churchill River, and I believe are
never found at any of the Southern fettlements ;
bat about two or three hundred miles to the
North Weft of Churchill, I have feen them in as .
large flocks as the Common Wavey, or Snow
Goofe. The fleth of this bird is exceedingly de-
licate ; but they are fo fmall, that when I was on
my journey to the North [ eat two of them one |
night for fupper.. 1do not find this bird defcrib-
ed by my worthy friend Mr. Pennant in his Arc-
tic Zoology. Probably a fpecimen of -it- was not
fent
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fent home, for the perfon that commanded at h
§  Prince.of Wales’s Fort* at the time the colleéhon
B was making, did not pay any attention to it.
' LAUGHING Goosa. This elegant prCICb has A Laughing
| white bill, and the legs and feet are of a fine yel. 6
§ low colour; the upper part of the plumageis
{| brown, the breaft and belly white, the former
| prettily blotched with black. In fize they are
equal to the Snow Goofe, and their fkins, when
! firipped of their feathers, are delicately white, and
| the fleth excellent. T hey vifit Churchill River
[ in very fmall numbers; but about two hundred
§ miles to the North Weft of that river I have feen
them fly in large flocks, like the Common
‘Waveys, or Snow Geefe; and near Cumberland
‘Houfe and Bafgquiau they are found in fuch num-
.bers, - that the Indians in moon-light nights fre-
.quently kill upwards of twenty at a thot. . ‘Like
the Horned Wavey, they never fly with the lead
of the coaft, but are always feen to come from the
‘Weftward. “Their general breeding-places are not
known, though fome few of their eggs are occa-
fionally found to the North of Churchill; but I
never heard any Indian fay that he had feen any
eggs of the Horned Wavey : it is probable they
retire to North Greenland to breed; and their
‘toute in the Fall of the year, as they return South.
‘ward, is equally unknown. They are, I be-
lieve, feldom feen on the coaft of Hudfon’s Bay
‘to the Southward of latitude 59° North.

BARREN Geese. . Thefe are the Iargc& of all paren
o theG‘ecfc

* Mr. Mofcs Norton.
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the {pec1es of Geefé that frequent Hudfon’s' Bay,
as they frequently weigh fixteen or feventeen
pounds. They differ from the Common Grey
Goofe in nothing but in fize, and in the head and
breaft being tinged with a rufty brown. They

" mever make their appearance in the Spring tiil

the greateft part of the other fpecies of Geefe are |
flown Northward to breed, and many of them
remain near Churchill River the whole Summer.
This large fpecies are generally found to be males,
and. from the exceeding fmallnefs of their tefli- |
cles, they are, I fuppofe, incapable of propagating |
their fpecies. - I believe I can with truth fay, that
I was the firft European who made that remark, |

, thougﬁ they had always beén diftinguithed by the

name of the Barren Geefe ; for no other reafon
than that of their not being known to breed.
Their flefh is by no means unpleafant, though al-

~ ways hard and tough ; and their plumage is fo

thick before they begin to moult, that one bird
ufually produces a pound of fine feathers and
down, of a furprifing elafticity. ‘
BrenT Geese.  This fpecies certainly breed in
the remoteft parts of the North, and feldom make
their appearance at ‘Churchill River till late in
Auguft or September. The rout they take in
Spring is unknown, and their breeding-p}aces
have never been difcovered by any indian in
Hudfon’s Bay. When they make their appear- §
ance at Churchill River, they always come from g
the North, fly near the margin of the coaft, and

“are never feen in the interior parts of the country.

1o
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In fize they are larger than a Mallard Duck, but
inferior to the Snow Goofe; and though their
flefh appears delicate to the eye, it is not much
efteemed. . In forhe years they pafs the mouth of
Churchill River in pfodigious numbers, and many -
i of them are killed and ferved to the Company’s
fervants as p‘féviﬁon‘s; but, as I have juft obferv. -
ed, they are not much relithed.. When migrat-
ng to the South, they generally avail themfelves
of a firong North or North Wefterly wind, which
makes then fly fo fwift, that when I have killed
four or five at a fhot, not one of them fell lefs
than from twenty to fifty yards from the perpén-
dicular fpot where they were killed. Like the
White, or Snow Geefe, when in large flocks they
| flyin the fhape of a wedge, and make a great
| noife. Their flight is very'irregular, fometimes
I being forty or fifty yards above the water, and
_in an inftant after they fkim clofe to the furface
of it, and then rife again toa confiderable height;
fo that they may juftly be faid to fly in feftoons.

The DunTsr GErsE, as it is-called in Hudfon’s Qoo

Bay, -but which is certainly the Eider Duck.
They are common at the mouth of Churchill Ri-
ver as foon as the ice breaks up, but generally fly
far North tobreed ; and the few that do remain
near the fettlement are fo fcattered among fmall
iflands, and fea-girt rocks and fheals, as to ren-
der it not worth while to attempt gathering their
down. Their eggs, when fopnd, are exceeding
good €ating; -and in the Fall of the year the fleth
is
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< s by 1o medns unpleafant, though they are no-
tormuﬂy known to feed on fith.

BeanGoofe. Bean Goosk. - This fpecws is feldom found in

\

Ducks,

any part of Hudfon’s Bay, as in all my travels I
have only feen three that were killed. - This bird

never came under the mfpec’hon of Mr. Graham,

or the late Mr. Hutchins, though they both con.

tributed very largely to the collection fent home

to the Royal Society*.

'I , Specie: o Water-Foul,

Ducxs of various kmds are found in thofe
parts during Summer ; fome. only frequentmg
the fea-coaft, while others vifit the interior parts
of the country in aftonifhing numbers. The fpe-
cies of this bird which is found moft commonly
here zre, the King Duck, Black Duck, Mallard
Duck, Long-tailed Duck, Widgeon, and Teal.
The two firft only vifit the fea-coaft, feed on filh
- and

* 1t is, however, no lefs true, that the late Mr. Humphry Martm. many |
years Govemor of Albany Fort, fent home feveral hundred fpecimens of :
animals and plants to éomplete that collection’; but by fome miftake, o~
thing of the kind was placed to the credit of his account. Even my re !
fpedted friend Mr. Peanant, who with 2 candour that does him-honour, !
has fo generonfly acknowledged his obligations to all to whom he thought
he was indebted for information when-he was writing his Arétic Zoology,
{{ce the Advertifement,) has not mentioned his pame; but am fally per-
fuaded that it entirely proceeded froma 2 want of knowing the perfony
and as- Mr, Hatchins fucceeded him at Albany in‘the year 1774, .
every thing that has been fenl. over from that part has: bcen placed to hxs
account, -
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. efteemed good, though their eggs are not ¢

| vifit Hudfon’s Bay in great numbers, and extend
g from the fea. coaft, to the remoteft Weftern parts,

[ and near Cumberland Houfe are found in vaft .
. multltudCa At thelr firft arrival on the fea- coaﬁ
g they are exceeding good. eating ; but when in’

2 moulting ftate, though very fat they are in ge-
‘neral fo rank that few Europeans are fond of

them.. At thofe feafons the difference in flavour -

is eafily known by the colour of the fat; for when
- that is white, the fleth is moft aﬁuredly good ;

but when it is yellow, or of an orange colour, it
“is very rank and fithy. This dxﬁ'ercnce is only

peculiar to thofe that frequent and breed near the

. .fea-coaft; for in the interior parts 1 never knew
them killed but their flefh was very good ; and
the young Mallard Duck before it can fly is very
fat, and moft delicate eating.. The fame may be
:fald of the Long tailed Duck Neither of thofe
{Apecies lay more than fix or eight eggs in common,
and frequently bring them all forth,

L 449
.- and fith- {pawn ; and then ﬂeih is by . no,xhn'_"i{zs, - |
ifa.

B greeable ‘The Mallard and .Long railed - Duck:

Winceon. This fpecies of Duck is very un- Widseon.

common in Hudfon’s Bay; ufually keeping in
pairs, and being feldom feen in Hocks. They
are by no means fo numerous as the two former,
.and are moﬁ frequently feen in rivers and mar-
fhes near the fea-coaft. Their flefh is generally
efteemed ; and the down of thofe I have exa-
mined is httle inferior in elafticity to that of the

‘ Gg . Eider,
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Teal.
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Fider, though much fhorter. The fathe thiy b&
faid of feveral other fpecies of Ducks that fre.
quént thofe parts; but thé impoffibility of éol-
lefling the dowii in any quaittity, prevents it
fromn. becommg ant article of trade.

Texr., Like the Mallard, they are fotind ih

confidetable humbers near thiggfea-coaft ; but ate
* more plentifiil in the interior parts of the conntry,

and fly in Tuch large flocks that I have often kill-
ed twelve or fourteen at one fhot, arid have feeh

‘both Englifth and Indiadgs kill 4 mueh greatef

noimber. At their firft arrival they are but poor,
though generally efteéméd good éating. This

diminutive Duck is by far the moft prolific of

any I know that reforts to Hudfon’s Bay; forl
hiave often feen the old ones fwimming at the
head of feventeen young, when not much larger

" thin walhuts. This bird remains in thofe patts

as fonig as the feafon will permit ; for in the year
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five; in
my paffage from Cumberland Houfe to Yoik
Fott, 1, as well as my Indian companions, killed

~ them in the rivers we paffed through as late

the twentieth of O@ober. At thofe times they
are entirely involved in fat, but delicately white,
and may traly be called a great luxury.

Befidés the bitds already defcribed, there is 2,
gredt variety of others, both of land and water
fowl, that frequent thofe parts in Summer ; but
thefe cathe not fo immediately under my infpedti-
on as thofe I have already defcribed.

0f
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Of the Vigetable Produsfions.

. The vegetable productions of this country hy
- no Mmeans engageéd my attention fo much as the
animal creation.;; which-is the lefs to be wonder-
ed af, as {o few of them are nfeful for the fupport
of man: Yet I will endeayour to enumerate as
mapy of them as I think are worth notice.

The Gooseperr1es thrive beft in fiony and Goofe-

rocky ground, which lies ope,n and much expof-
ed to the Sun. But in thofe fituations few of the
buthes grow to any height, and {pread along the
ground like vines. The fruit is always moft plen-
tiful and the fineft .on the under-fide of the bran-
ches, probably owing to the reflected heat from
the ftones and gravel, and from being fheltered
from all cold winds and fog by the leaves. [
never faw more than one fpecies of Gooleberry
in any part of Hudfon’s Bay, which is the red
one. When green, they make excellent pies or

tarts ; and when ripe are very pleafant eating,

: theugh by no means fo large as thofe praduced in
. .England.

berries,

CrangERRIES grow in great abundince REAT Cranbeities

" Churchill, and are not confined to any particular
fityation, for they are as common on open bleak
plains and high rocks as among the woods.
When, camefully gathered in the Fall, in dry wea-

GCga2 ther, -
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ther, and as carefully packed in cafks with moift
fugar, they will keep for years, and are annually
fent to England in confiderable quantities as pre-
{ents, where they are much efteemed. When the
thips have remained in the Bay fo late that the
Cranberries are ripe, fome of ‘the Captains have
carried them home in water with great fuccefs.
Heath- The HeaTuBERRIES are in fome years {o plen-
baries.  yiful near Charchill, that it is impoffible to walk -
in many places without treading on thoufands and
millions of them. They grow clofe to the ground,
and are a favourite repaft of many birds that mi.’
grate to thofe parts in Summer, particularly the
Grey Goofe; on” which account the Indians di-
ftinguifh them by the name of Nifhca:minnick,
or the Grey Goofeberry. . The juice of this berry
makes an exceeding pleafant beverage, and the
fruit itfelf would be more pleafing were it not
for the number of fmall feeds it contains. -
Sehacs.  BETHAGO-TOMINICK, a5 it is called by the Indi.
reminick: ans, or the Dewater-berry of Mr. Dragge. I
have feen this berry as far North as Marble Ifland,’
and that in great abundance. - It flourifhes beft,
and is moft produdive, in fwampy boggy ground
covered with mofs,. and is feldom. found among .
grafs. The plant itfelf is not very unlike that of
-a Strawberry, but the leaves are farger.. Out of
the center of the plant fhoots a fingle ftalk, fome-
times to the height of feven or eight inches, and
each plant only produces one berry,  which at
fome diftance refembles a Strawberry; but on
' exami-
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exammatlon they have not that comcal form 3
and many of them:are only compofed of three or
four lobes, while others confift of near- twenty'
The flavour of this berry is far from unpleafing,
* and it is eaten by our. people i in, 'conﬁde,r@ble
quantities during the feafon, (which is Auguft,)

and, like all the other fruits in thofe parts, is fup: -

pofed to be wholefome, and a great antifcorbutic,

o

53

Currans, both red and black, ai'e‘common Currans.

about Churchill River, but the latter are far more

plentiful than the former, and are very largeand

fine. . The buthes on which thofe currans grow,
frequently exceed three feet in height, and ge-
nerally thrive beft in thofe parts that are moift
but' not fwampy. .Small vallies between the
rocks, at fome little diftance from the woods, are
very favourable to them; and I have frequently
obferved that the fruit produced in thofe fituati-

* ons is larger and finer than that which is found

in the woods. Thofe berries have a very great
effect on fome people if eaten in any confiderable

quantities, by acting as a very powerful purgative,

and in fome as an emetic at the fame time;
but if mixed with Cranbelrles, the) never have
- that effed.

JunNiPER-BERRIES are frequently found near the JnPe

new fettlement at Churchill River, but by no
means in fuch plenty as in the more Southern
and interior parts of the country. The bufh
they grew on is fo fimilar to the creeping pine,

that one half of the Company’s fervants refiding

in

berries:
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in Hudfon’s Bay do not krow one from the other.
Like the Goofeberry bufhes in thofe parts, the
fruit is always moft plentiful on the under-fide of
the branches. They are not much efteemed ¢i-
ther by the Indians or Englith, fo that the few
that are made ufe of are generally infafed in brap.
dy, by way of making acordta! which is far fmm
unpleafant®.

STRAWBERRIES §, and thofc of a confiderable
fize and excellent flavour, are found as far North
as Churchill River; and what is moft remarka-
ble, they are ‘r’rcquently known to be more plen-
tiful in fuch places as have formerly been fet on
fire. 'This isnot peculiar to the Strawberry, bat
it is well known that in the interior parts of the
country, as well as at Albany and Moofe Foris,
that after the ground, or more properly the under-
wood and mofs, have been fet on fire, that Rafp.
berry-bufhes and Hips have thot upin great num-
bers on fpots where nothing of the kind had
ever been feen before. This is a phznomenon
that is mot eafily accounted for; but it is more
than probable thatNature wanted fome affiftance, -
and the mofs being all burnt away, not only aZ-
mits the fun to ac with more power, but the -
heat of the fire maf, in fome meafure, loofen the
texture of the foil, o as to admit the plants to

‘ - theot

# The Indianscall the Juniper-berry Caw-caw-cucominick, or the Crow-

berry.
+ The Oteagh-minick of ‘the Indians, is fo called, becaufe it in fome

micafure refembles 2 heart.
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fhoot up, after having been deep-rooted for ma.
ny years - without being able to force their way to
the furface.

Befides the Bemes already mentioned, there
are three others found as far North as Churchill;
namely, what the Indians call the Eye-berry, and
the other two are termed Blue-berry and Par-

tridge-berry by the Englith.

455

The Eve-BErRY grows much in the fame man- Eye-berry.

ner as the Strawberry, and though fmaller, is in.

finitely fuperior in flavour. = This berry is found

in various fituations ; but near Churchill: River -

they are moft plentiful in fmall hollows among
the rocks, which are fituated fome diftance from
the woods ; but they are never known to grow
in fwampy ground, and I never faw them fo plen-
tiful in any part of Hudfon’s Bay as about
Churchill River.

The BLUE-BERRY is about the fize of a Hur. Blue- be"y

tleberry, and grows on buthes which rife to eigh-

teen inches or two feet, but in general are much -

lower. . They are feldom ripe till September, at
which time the leaves turn to a beautiful red;
and the fruit, though fmall, have as fine a bloom
ag any plum, and are much efteemed for the plea-
fantnefs of their flavour.

The ParTrIDGE-BERRY s nearly as large as the
‘Cranberry imported from Newfoundland, and
though of a beautiful tranfparent red, yet has a
difagreeable tafte. Thefe berries are feldom ta-

ken, either by the Indians or Englifh; and many-

of

Partridge.
berry.
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" of stheJatter call them. Poifon-berries, but feveral

birds are fond of them. . They grow clofe to the
ground, like the Cranberry, and the plant that
produces them.is not very unlike fmall fage,
either. in ﬂnape or colour,'- but has none of its
vntues ‘

Lhad nearly forgotten another fpec1es of Berry,
which is found on the dry ridges at Churchill in
confiderable numbers. . In fize and colour they
much._ refemble the Red Curran, and.grow on
buthes fo much like the Creeping Willow, 'that
people of little obfervation fcarcely known the
difference ; particularly as all the fruit is on the
under-fide of the branches, and entirely hid by
the leaves. 1 never knew this Berry eaten but
by a frolickfome Indian girl; and as it had no ill
efied, it is a proof it is not unwholefome, though
exceedingly unpleaant to the palate, . and not
much léfs fo to the fmell. : :

Hips of a fmall fize, though but few in number,
are alfo found on -the banks of Churchill River,
at fome diftance from the fea. But in the inte-
rior parts of the country they are frequently
found in fuch vaft quantities, that at a diftance
they make the fpots they grow on 3ppear perfe&
ly red. In the interior parts of Hudfon’s Bay
they are as large as any I ever remember to have
feen, and .when ripe, have a moft delightful
bioom ; but at that feafon there is fcarcely cne in
ten which has not a worm in it; and they fre-
quently act as a firong purgative. :

- With
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vegetable world, I-am obliged to be in-a great -

meafure filent, as the nature of my various accu-

pations during my refidenice in this country gave
me little leifure, and being- unacquainted- with - -

botany, I viewed with inattention things that
were not of immediate ufe: the few which follow
are all that particularly engaged my attention..
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* With refped to the fmaller produétions$fthe . - -

The Wiss-a-ca-Pucca, which grows in moft Wit-a-ca-

parts of this country, is faid by fome Authors to
have ‘great medical virtues, applied, either in-

pucca.

wardly as an alterative, or outwardly dried and "

pulverifed, to old fores and gangrenes. The
truth, of this I much doubt, and could never
think it had the leaft medical quality. It is, how-

- ever, much-ufed by the lower clafs of the Com-

pany’s fervants as tea; and by fome is thought

very pleafant. But the flower is by far the moft -

delicate, and if gathered at a proper time, and
carefully dried in the fhade, will retain its fla.
vour for many years,. and make a far more plea-

fant beverage than the leaves. There are feveral -

fpecies of this plant, of which fome of the leaves
are nearly as large as that of the Creeping Wil-
low, while others are as finall and narrow as that
of the Rofemary, and much refembles it in co-
lour ; butall the fpecies have the fame fmell and
. ﬂavour
JackasHev-Puck. This herb much refembles
Creeping Box; and is only ufed, either by the
Indians or Englith, to mix with tobacco, which

puck.

makes it {moke mild and pleafant ; and would, I '

am

Jakathey-
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am perfsaded, be very acceptabie to many feo-

kers in England.
Moss of various forts and colours is- plen’aful

. enough in moft parts of this country, and is what
~ the deer ufually feed on.

. Grass of feveral kinds is alfo found in thofe
parts, and fome of it amazingly rapid of growth,
particularly that which is there called Rye grafs,
and which, in our fhort Summer at Churchill,
frequently grows to the height of three feet.
Another fpecies of Grafs, which is praduced in
marthes, and on the margins of lakes, ponds, and
rivers, is particularly adapted for the fupport of
the multitudes of the feathered creation which
refort to thofe parts in Summer. The Marth
Grafs at Churchill is of that peculiar pature, that
where it is mowed ene year, no crop can be pro-
cured the next Summer; whereas at York Fort,
though the climate is not very different, they
can get two crops, or harvefts, from the fame
fpot in one Summer. Vetches are plentiful in
fome parts as far North as Churchill River; and
Burrage, Sorrel, and Coltsfoot, may be ranked
among the ufeful plants. Dandelion is alfo plen-
tiful at Churchill, and makes an early falad, long
before any thing can be produced in the gardens.
In fa@, notwithftanding the length of the
Winter, the feverity of the cold, and the great
{carcity of vegetables at this Northern fettlement,
by proper attention to cleanlinefs, and keeping
the people at reafonable exercife, 1 never had one
man
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man under me who had the leaft fymptoms
of the fcurvy; whereas at York Fort, Albany,
and Moofe River, there were almoft annual
complaints that -one half of the people were

renderéd incapablé of duty by that dréadful dif-

- order. .

I do not wifh te lay claim t6 any merit on this
occafion, but I cannot help obferving that, during
ten yéars I had the command at Churchill River,
only two men died of that diftemper, though my
complement at times amounted in number to
fifty-three.

The Foreft Trees that grow on this inhofpita- Trees.

ble fpot are very few indeed; Pie, Juniper,
fmall fcraggy Poplar, Creeping Birch, and Dwarf
Willows, compofe the whole catal'ogue. TFarther
Weftward the Birch Tree is very plentiful; and
in the Athapufcow country, the Pines, Larch,
Poplar, and Bireh, grow to a great fize; the
Alder 15 alfo found there.

THE END.
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