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SAMUEL WEGG, Efq Governor

Sir JAMES WINTER LARE, Deputy Governor,

AND

TUE REST. OF THE COMMITUEE

OF THE MONOURAALE

eUUDSQN'S BAT COMPANT

HONOURABLE SIRS

AS the following Journey, was undertaken
at your Requeif and Expence, I feel it

no lefs my Duty than my Inclination to ad«.
drefs it to you; hoping that my humble Én..
deavours to relate, in a plain and unadorned
Style, the various Circumftances and Reniarksý

whiçi

a ~



D E-D I C A T I O N.

which occurred during that Journey, wilI
t with your Approbation.

1 am, with much Eteem and Gratitude,

HONOURABLE SIRS9

YUr mit obedient, a-ñd

moft obliged humble Servant,

SAMUEL RIEARNE.



M R. DALRYMPLE, in one of his Pamphlets

relating to Hudfon's Bay, bas been fo ved

ry particular in his obfervations on my Journey,

as to remark, that I have not explained the con-

1ruaion of the Quadrant which I had the mis-

fortune to break in ny fecond Journey to the

North. It was a Hadley's Qadrant, with a
bubble attached toit for an horizon, and made b
Daniel Scatlif of Wapping. But as no initrument

on the fame principle could be procured when I

was fetting out on my lau Journey, an old El-
to'n's Qua drant, which had been upwards of thir,

ty years at the Fort, was the only inftrument I

could then be provided with, in any refpe& pro,

per for making obfervations with on the land.

Mr. Dalrymple alfo, obferves, that I only ia-
ferted in my laif Journal to the Coipany, one

obfervation for the latitude, which may be true ;

bÙt I had, neverthelefs, feveral others during

that journey, particularly at Snow-bird Lake,
Thelwey.aza-yeth, and Clowey, exclufive of that

mentioned in the Journal taken at Conge-catha-

whachaga. But when I was on that Journeyï.
an2



P R E· F A C E.

and for feveral years after, I little thought that

any remarks made in it would evr have attréc-
cd thé notice of the Public: if Ihad t

pains right and uld have been taken t n

der it more worthy of their attention than k novw

is. At that time my ideas and ambition exrnd.

ed no farther than to give my employers fuch an

account of my proceedings as might bç fatisfac19-

ry to them, and ,-er the purpofe which they

had in view ; little thinking it would ever corne

under the infpedion of fo ingenious and indefa.

tigable a geographer as Mr. Dalrymple muft be

allo&,d to be, But as the cafe has turned out

otherwife, I have at my leifure hours recopied all

my Journals into one book, and in fome inftan-

ces added to the rerarks I had before made; not

fo niuch for the information of thofe who are
critics in. geography, as for the amufement of can-

did and indulgent readers, who may perhaps feef

thenifelves in fome meafure gratified, by having

the face of a country brought to their vîew,

which bas hitherto been entirely unknown to

every European except myfelf. Nor will I flat.

ter myfelf, a defcription of the modes of living,
nianners, and cufioms of the natives, (which,

though long known, have never been defcribed.)

be lefs acceptable to the curious.

I cannot help obferving, that I feel myfelf ra.

ther hurt at Mr. Dalrymple's rejeEting my latitude

n fo peremptory a manner, and in fo great a pro-

portion,
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tion, ashe has clone ; becaufe, efore I arrivi

-eçia Con e-cathawhachaga, the Sun did notfet
durig .he wholè night: a proof th atI was thçn

tNorthward of thedAraieircle.Imay be
al lwed to add, that when I was att.hCopper

iver, on the eighteenth of July, the Sun's deci-

nation was. but 2 , and yet it. was certginly

fome .height above the horizon at midnight

how much, as I did not then remark, I will not

now take upon me to fay ;. but it proves that the

latitude was confiderably more than Mr. Dalrym

ple will admit of. His affertion, that no grafs is

to be found on the (rocky) coaa of Greenland

farther.North than the latitude of 63° is n
proof there fhould not be any in a much high-
er latitude in the interior parts of North

America. For, in the firft place, I think it is

more than probable,. that the.Copper River emp-

ties itfelf into- a fort of inland Sea, or extenfive

Bay, fomewhat like that of Hudfon's: and it is

well known that no part of the coaft of Hudfon's

.Straits, nor thofe of I;abradore,. at leaa for fome

degrees South of the.m, any more than the Eaft

coaft of Hudfon's Bay, till we arrive near Whale
River, have any trees on thern; while.the Wer

coaft of the Bay in the fame latitudes, is welI

clothed with timber. Where then is the ground

for fuch an affertion ? Had Mr. Dalrymple confi-

dered this circumftance only, I flatter myfelf he

would not fo haftily have objeded to woods and
grafs being feen in fimilar fituations, thoughin a
-much higlier latitude. Neither can the reafon-

ing

vit



E F A C
gwhh Mr. Darytple derives fronm theerrr ihiitted ini etitating the din
Houfe, any w affe& the qein Znr

-écaufe tht diaft beig chiefin longt11-dë# fî h ea
lii lôngitucie ~~, ir o lm, a ofcre&gitb

anofevaioî which was nor the cafe here.I do not by any means wifh to enter ihto a di
pute with, or incur the difpleafuire of Mr. Da
rymple; but thinking as I do tht he
beèn trèated in fo liberal ,anne tast ohe t

vde ,béen, hie will a manes 1 ought to
Lao bence te wl xcufe n e for endeavouring

t cvjce th Public thatare i
r eafure without foundation. And ha.

done fo, ihall quit the difagreeable fubje&
evth declding tha any part of the fo vowing
ts h d o d am fem ent to M r. D aîryn

e, or any other ofzny readerrs, y Wb
-highenf gratification I can receivbe, e t y
recomipence I defire to obtain 'for the h ip5and fatigue which I underwent rdfhe

information contained in then, p Ur.g
Being well affured that feveral learned a d

nous gentlemen are in poffeffion of manuncip
copies of, or extra&s fro, aIpt

as cpie oftheChats My Journals., as wellas copies of the Charts, I have been induced tornake this copy as correa as poflible, and to pub-
lifh it; efpecially as I obfervethat fcar
tWo of the publications that contain ctra frn

y Journals,-agreeii the dates when Iarrived at
departed froin, particular places. To re&ify

agreemes I applied to the Governor·and

Commnittee
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Committee of the Hudfon's Bay Company, fàr
erpfe mvy original jourpals. This was

ganted with he greateft affability and polite4e

as wel as a fight ofál a.m Charts relative

ta this Journey. Wishahis affiñanceha e been
enabled to reaify fome inaccuracies that had, by
t-rufting too much to rmemory, crept into this co-

py; and I now offer it .to the Public under aue

thentic dates and the befi authorities, however

widely fome publications may differ from it.

I have taken the liberty to expunge fome paffa-

ges which were inferted in the original copy, as

being no ways interefting to the -Public, .and fe.

veral bthers have .undergone great alterations&;

folthat, in fga, the whole may be faid to be new.

modelled, by being blended with a variety of
Reinarksand Notes that.were not inferted in the

original copy, but which my long refidence in the

country has enabled me to add.
The account of the principal quadrupeds and

birds that frequent thofe Northern regions in

Summer, as well as thofe whkch never migrate,
though not defcribed in a fcientific manner, may
not be entirely unacceptable to the moft fcienti.
fic zoologifts; and to thofe who are unacquaint-

ed with the technicalterms ufed in zoology, it
may perhaps be more ufefui and entertaining,
than if I had defcribed them in the mofi claffical
inanner. But I muif not conclude this Preface,
without acknowledging, in the mon ample man-
ner, the affiftance I have receiWdfQmjepep-

fal

iZ



al of Mr. Pennant's Ar&ic ZooIogy lSnabled to Wh
.i et give feveral of the bjrds their prd.r nms; for- thofe by which .ar
in~~ Hudfon's B e aeknwin Hdib's ay are purely Indian, and of courfe

qute uk n to every European who has norefided in thà,t'Country..

of To colude, cannot fufficiently regret the lofsaI nfiderable Vocabulary of the, NorthernIndian Language, containing fixteen fo pages
which was lent to the late Mr. Hutchins, thnCorrefponding Secretary to the_ Conpa' tocopy for Captain Duncan, whenl he went on dif.coveries to Hudfon's Bay in theyearone thon.

fand feven hundred and ninety. But Mr. Hutch.4s dying foon after, the Vocabulary was take
away with the reat of his effeds, and cannt now

Iereco ered;and nemory, at this time, wiIll bno means ferve to replace it.

C O N.



INTRODUCTION. . Page xxi

C H A P. I.

Tranfa&ions from my leaving Prince of Wales's

Fort on my firft Expedition, till our Arrival

there again.

Set oftfrom the Fort; arrive at Po-co-thee-kirco Ri-

ver.-One of the Northern Indians deferts.-Crofs

Seal River, and walk on the barren grounds.--

Receive wrong information concerning the d//iance of

the woods.-Weather begins to be very cold, prov/i-

ons all expended and nothing to be got.-Strike to

the Weßward, arrive at the -woods, and kill three

deer.-Setforward in the North Pe quarter,fee.

the tracks of muß%-oxen and deer, but killed none.-.

Very Jhort ofprovißons.-Chawchinahaw wants us

to return.-Neither he nor bis crew contribute to

our maintenance.-He influences feveral of the In-

dians to defert.-Chawchinahaw and all his crew

leave us.-Begin our return to the Falory; kil a

few partridges, thefrß mealwebadhadforfeveral
days.-Villany of one of the home Indians and his

w'ze, who was a Northern Indian woman-Adrrive

at



C 0 N T E N; TIS1,

t Seal River, kill two deer; partridgesplenty.
Meet atrange Norbern1ndian, accompny hir
his tent, ufage received there mnf Indiant afi i

killing foe beaver.-Pceeëd toward hone, and

4rrite~ kFort - Pag

C H A P IL

Tranfa&ions from oar arrival at the Fa&ory, to
my leaving it again, and during the Firfi Part
of my Second Journey, till I had the nisfor-
tune to break the Quadrant.

Tranfations at the FaJory.-Proeeed on my fecond
journey.-Arrive at Seal River.-Deer plentiful
for fome time.-Method of angling fJh under the
ice.-Set ourfiking-nets.-Merbod offetting nets
under the ice.-My guide propees to Jlay till the

geefebould begin tofßy; bis reafons accepted.-..Pitch
our tent in the bei manner.-Method of pitching a

tent in Winter.-Fi/h plentifulforfomie time; grow

'veryfcarce ; ingreat want of provi/lons.-Manner
ofemploying my time.-My guide killed two deer.-

Move to the place they were lying at.; there killfe.
veral more deer, and tbree beavers .- Soon in want
of provjfßons.again. -Many Indians join usfroanthe
Weß/ward.-.We began te move towards the barren

ground.-Arrive at Sbe-than-ee,therefufergreat
dißtrefs for want of pravjßons.-Indians kil? two

jwans and three geefe.-Geefe and other birds, of

gage pJntifu.-Leae.Setan-nee, and 4rrive
at
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BealkoneOne of my companions guns bures
ndja àtter-s his lef band.- -Leave Berazone, and
gethe barren gound, cear of all wods.

brow away our ldge and fo Joes.--Each

ferfgn takes a Ioadon 6/s back; yar fe megé
age...-Expofed to many hardfhips-1-Seveal days

without viôluals..--Indians kill tbree mufioxen,
but for want offIre are obliged ïo eat the meat
taw.---Fine weather rturns make afre; efe s

of long faßing; ßay a day or two to dry fome

reai in the Sn.-Proceed to the Northward,

and arrive at Cathawhachaga; there fnd.fome

tents of Indians.--1A Northern leader called Keel-

#hiei me:ts us; fend a letter by him to the ýGover-
nor.-Tranfalions at Cathawbathaga; leave it,
and proeeed to the Northward.--Meet feverat

indians..M guide not wiIing to proceed; his

reafons for ·it-Many more Indians join us.---
4rrive '-t Doobaunt Whoie River. -- Manner o]

ferrying ;over rivers in the Northern Indian ca-

noes.-No ri-rsin tbofe parts in a ufeful direéli-

onfor thenatives.--Hädnearly-loß the quadrant.and
ail the powder.wSone efrélions on ourjituation,
and condué of the Indians.-Find the quadrant

and part cf the powder.Obferve for 'te latitude.
-uadrantbroke.-Rfdve to returnaagain to the

FaCory. - - Page 11

CHAP.

XIII
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C H A P. I!

Tranf fí•ons frm the Time the Q adrar a
brken, till I arrived at the Fa&ory.

Severalfirange Indians join usfrom the Northward.

-Tbey plunder me q/all i had; but did not plun-

der-the Southern Indians.--My guide plundered.-

We begin our return to the FaJory.-Meet witb

other Indians, whojoin our conpany.-Colle deer-

finsfor clothing, but could notget them drefed.

Sufer much hardhip from the want of tents and-

rwarm clothing.-Ml f the Indians leave us4

-Meet with Matonabbee. -Some account of him,

and his bebaviour to me and the Southern Indians.

-We remain in his company fome time.-His ob-

fercùations' on 'my two unfuccefsful attempts.-We

leave him, and proceed to a place to whicb he di.

reéled us, in order to make fnow-fhoes andjledges.

-..-foin Matonabbee again, and proceed towards the

FaJlory in his company.-Ammunitionrunjhort.-

Myfe!f and four Indians fet of pfßfor the Faéiory.

--Much bewildered in afnowform ; my dog isfro-

zen to death; we lie in a bujh of willows.-Pro-

ceed on our journey.-Great difculty in cro#ing a

jumble of rocks.-Arrive at the Fort. Page 47

CHAP.
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C. A P.

Tranfaclons during ourStay atPnc f Wales's
Fort, and the former Part of our xpedi-
tion, till our Arrival at Clowey, where we

built Canoes, in May 177 1.

.Preparations for our departure.-Refufe to take any

of the hone-guard Indians with mie.-Byfo doing,

I ofend the Governor.-Leave the Fort a third

time.-My inßruEions on this expedition.-Provi-

fions of aIl kinds veryfcarce.-Arrive at the woods,

where we killfome deer.-Jrrive at gland Lake.

-Matonabbee taken il.-Some remarks thereon.-

join the remainder f the Indians'families.-Leave

lland Lake.-Defription thereof.-Deer plentiful.

-Meet a flrange Indian.-Alter our courfefrom

Wef North Wef to Wel by South.-Crofs Catha-.

whachaga River, CoJed Lake, Snow-Bird Lake,
and Pike Lake.--Arrive at a tent ofßrangers, who

are ernployed infnaring deer in a pound.-Deferip-

tion of a pound.-Method o proceeding.-Renarks

thereon.-Proceed on our journey.-Meet withfe-

veral parties of Indians; by one of whon I fent a

letter to the Governor at Prince of Wales's Fort.-

Arrive at Thleweyazayeth.-Employment there.-

Proceedto theNorth NorthWe andNorth.-Arrive

aI Clozwey.-One of the Indian's wives taken in la.
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bour.-R¢marks thereon.-Cußems oferved by the

Northern Indians on thqfr occfiens. 1 '

Tranfa&ions at Clowey, and on our Journey, tilt
our Arrival at the Copper-mine River.

Several firange Indians join us--Indians employedin
building canoes ; defcription and ufe of themn.-&.
More Indians join us, to the anount of fome hun.
dreds.-Leave Clowey.-Receive intelligence that
Keelfhies was near us.-$wo young men dffpatched
for my letters and goods.-Arrive ai Pejhew Lake;
crofs part f it, and make a large fmok¢.,-One of
Matonabbee's wives elopes,-Some remarks on the
native.-Keelfhies joins us, and delivers my letters,
but the goods were all expended.-A Northern In
dian wi/hes to take one of Matonabbee's wives fron

him; matters compromifed, but had li*e to have
provedfatal to my progrefs.-Crofs Pefhew Lake,,
when I make proper arrangements for the remain,
der of my journey.-Many Indians join Our party,
in order to make war an the Efquinaux at the Cap.
per River.-Preparations mode for that purpofe
while at Clowey. -Proceed on our journey to the
North.-Sone remarks au the way.--Crofs Cogead
Lake on the ice..-The fun did.notfet.-«drrive at
Cong ecathawhachaga..Findfeveral Copper Indi-
anes tberc,--Renarks and tranfafions during our

ßay
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at' dt ngcathWwhachaga.-räcedo et jour
ney..4Weatber very bad.-Arrive t h Ston
Mof<ntai ---Sane 4cCûZunlt of hemn..-Cro. par

f~falo L«ke on bk e ice.-Sawtay muß.òxn

efcription ofthem.-Went hi m Indians to

iew Grizzle-bear Hill.-- 4in aftrAzgý Northern

Indian Leader, called O'lye, in company witbfome

Copper Indians.--Iheir behaviour ta me.-Arrive

at the Copper-mine River. - - Page 95

C H A Pq Vil

TranfacUons at the Copper-mine River, and till

we joined4 all the Women to the South of Coge,

ad Lake.

Some C6opper Indians join us.--ndians fend threefpie

down the river.-Begin myfurvey.--Spies return,
andgive an, account ofive tents cf Efquimaux.--n.

dians confalt the beß motbod tofleal on them in the

night, and kill th¢m wbile.ajeep.--Crofs the river.

-Proceedings cf the Indians as they advance to.

'wards the Efquimaux tents..--The Indians begin the

inaSacre while the poor Equimaux are ai/eep, and

ßay tbem all.--Much afeJled at the figbt cf one

young woman killkd clofe to myfet.-The behaviour

eftbe Indians occaion.-Their bruti/h treat-

ment cf the dead bodies-Seven more tents feen on

the oppofitefide of the eiver.-The Indians harafs

them. tilliy ßmfy te fijbcri in the riverforfafety.
Beha.
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~-BehavioUr of the Indians after killing thofe Efqui

m*aux.--Crofi the river, and prced the tents

on thatjide-Plunder their tents; and deßr y their

uteilsp-C iúue c ureta the river's mauth.

-Žmrk s here Set aon my return.-Arrive

at on. ofthe Cçppermines.-Remzarks on it.-Many

attempts made to induce the Copper indians ta carry

their own goods to market.-Obfacles to it.-Villa-

ny and crzelty cf Keel/hies tofome of tbafe poor In-

dians -Leave the Copper-mine, and walk at an

amazing rate till we join the women, by the fide cf

CogeadWhoie.---Muchfoot-foundered.-Theappear-

ance very alarming, but foon changes for the better.

-Proceed to thefouthward, andjoin the remainder

f the woamen and children.-,-Many other Indians

«rrive with them. - - Page 145

C H A P. VIL

Remarks from the Time the Women joined us

till our Arrival at the Athapufcow Lake.

Several of the Indiansfick.-Method ufed by the conju-

rors to relieve one man, wha recavers.-,-Matonabbee

and his crew proceed ta the-South We.-Moß cfthe

other Indiansfeparate, and go their refpecive ways.

-Pafs by hbite Stone Lake.--Many deer killed

mîerely for theirfitns.-Renarks thereon, and on the

deer, refpeicingfeafons and places.-Arrive at Point

Zake.-One of the Indian's wives beingfick, is left

be hind
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beid J peri/h abt-g uda
but deer 'uenty t zdm...t
dry meat, &c.----Winterfetin s cujloms
obferved by my companions, af(èr thel killed the
Efguimau at Copper River.--violent gale ofwind
verfets my tent and breaks my quadrant.--Some

Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians join rs.-Indians
propoje to toto tie Athapufcow Country to kill
moofe.--Leave PointLake, and arrive at the wood's
edge.-Arrive at. Anawd Lake.-.-ranfaéions
there--Remarkable inßance of a man being cured
of the parey by the conjurors.-Leave AéJnawd Lake
-Arrive at the great Athapifcow Lake. 189

C H A . VIL

trarìa;Uo- anc Remärks fron our Arrival on
theSouth Side of the Athapufcow Lake, tilt our
Arrivai at Prince of Waies's Fort on Churchili
River.

Crofs the Æ4tapufcow Lake-.-Defcrpjon of it and

its produéions, as far as could be difcovered in
Winter, when thè fnow was on the ground.----Fifh
found in the lake.--efCiption cf the bufalo ;-
cf the màofe or elk, and the method of dreng their
fins.--Find a woman alone that had not feen a
human face for more than feven months.--Her ac-
count how Jhe came to be in thatjfituation ; and her
curious metbod of procuring a livelihood.-Many cf

my
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Indans wr ed for her.-Arrive at the Great

dthapuf ve -Wlk along jhJe cf Ri-

erforfe a d thenirikeoftt Ea-

ward-Di in get through the wood in

many .- Meet with fome jrange Northern

Indians on their returnfrom the Fart. -Meet more

irangers, whom my companions phundered, and frin
whcm they took one oftheir young women.-Curious

manner of 4fe which thofefirangers lead, and the

reafon they gave for rozingfefarfreni their fual
refidence.-Leave thefine leuel country ofthe Atha-

pufcows, and arrive at the Stony Hills ofthe Nor-

thernIndian Country.-Meet fomei range Northern

Indians, one cf whom carried a letter for me* to

Prince of Wales's Fort, in March one thoufandfeven

hundred andfeventy-one, and now gave me an an-

fwer to it, dated twentieth of :une following.-

Indians begin preparing wood-work and birch-rind

for canoes.-T he equinojial gale very fevere.-

Indian method of running the moofe deer down by

fpeedcf foot.-Arrival at Thee!eyaza River.-

Sec fome ßrangers.-The brutality of my compani-

Ons.-A tremendous gale and fnow-drift.-Met

'with more Jrangers ;-remarks on it.-Leave all

the elderly people and children, and proceed direflly

to the Fort.-Stop to build canoes, and then ad-

vance.-Several cf tbe Indians die through hunger,

and many others are obliged to declinethejourneyfor
want cf ammuniton.-A violent jorm and inunda-

tion, that forced us to ihe top fa high bill, where

ve fifered great dfirefs fdr more that; two days.

Kill
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!!Kilfeveral deeM.-Te Igdiani irnto ofe

ßerving thefie/h withoz#the jfianc offit.Se
feveral Indians that ere ging Kpp's Ba.-

Gane of al kinds renarkably plenftifu.-Arrive at

the FaJlary. Page 247

C H A P. IX.

A fhort Defcription of the Northern Indians, alfo
a farther Account of their Country, Manufac-
tures, Cuftons, &c.

An account of theperfons and temipers of the Northern

Indians.-They pofefs a great deal of art and cun-

ning.-Are very guilty offraud ivben in their pow.

er, and generally exafl more for their furts than

any other tribe of Indians.-Always d/fatisßed, yet

have their good qualities.-The men in general jea-

Ious of their wives.-Their marriages.-Girls al-

ways betrothed when children, and their reafons for

it.-Great care and- confinement of young girls from

the age of eight or nine years.-Divorces con-

mon among thofe people.-T he women are lefs pro-

Iîc than in watrner countrie.-Remarkab!e piece

offuperßition abferved by the women at particular

periods.-Their art in making it an excuèfor a

temporary feparationfrom their hufbands on any lit-

tle quarrel.-Reckoned very unclean on thofe occafi

ons.÷-The Northern Indians freqently, for the

want ofiring, are obliged to eat their meat raw.-

b z Some
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7oebrukeI4/t oiged t bo0in f ß'Ú1 ès macle

2ohe ri ofähe ir trä.d-Memarkab /

among îhf p pJe.-heyo 1è an ima/s alwayi èzùt
Out of their dam. eaten, and accounted a great de/i.

cacy.-The parts of generation of all animals eat by

the men and boys.-Manner cf pa/ng their time,
and method cf killing deer in Summer with bows

and arrows--Their tents, dogs, Jedges, &c.-.

Snow-fhoes.-Their partiality t& dom/e/ic vermin.

.- Uîrtmaextent of the Northern Indian country.-

Face of the cuntry.-Species f ß/h.-A peculiar

kind cf mofs ujeful for the fupport cf man.-Nor.

thern indian method cf catching Xfh, either with

books or nets.-Ceremony oberved when two par.

ties of thofie people meet.-Diverfions in comînon ufe.
-Afngdar d4order which attacks fome of thofe

people.-iheirfuperßition with refpeé to the death

cf theirfriends.-Ceremony obferved on thofe occaji.

ons.-Their ideas £f thefirß inhaitantojf the world.

-Noformcf religion amongthem.---Remarks on that

circunzßance.-The extreme miery to which. old age

is expofed.-Their opinion f the Aurora Borealis,
&c.-Some account cf Matnabbee. and his fervi-

ces to bisOcountry,. ase well as to the Budfn's Bay

cmnpany. - - Page 304

CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

An Account of Me principal uadrupeds found in the

Northern Parts of Hudfon's Bay.--The Bufalo,

Moofe, MuJ-ox, Deer, and Beaver.-A capital
Mfiake cleared up refpec7ing the We-was-ki/b.

Animals with Canine Teeth.--The Woff

Foxes of various colours-Lynx, Pr Wild Cat-Po

lar, or White Bear-Black Bear-Brown Bear-

W¥olverene-Otter--ackah-Wejack -Skunk--

,Pine Martin -Ermine, or Stote.

Animals with cutting Teeth.- -he Mufi Bea-

'ver-Porcupine-Varying Hare--American Hare

-Common Squirrel-Ground Squirrel-Mice of
vartious Kinds,-and the Cafior Beaver.

The Pinnated .F<uadrupeds with finlike Fee

found in Hudfon's Bay, are but three in numbèr,

viz. the Warlus, or Sea-Horfe,-Seal,-and Sea-
Unicorn.

The Species Fijh faund in the Sait Water of Rud-

fon's Bay are al/òfew in number ; being the Black

Whale-White Whaile-Salmon-&and Kepling.

Sellfh, and empty Shells offeveral kinds,found

on the Seas Coajk near Churchilt River.

Frogs of various fizes and colours; alfo a great var«

ety of Grubbs, and ather Irfefis, alwaysfound in a

fràzen fate during Winter, but when expofed to the

heai of aßq5wfre, arefoon re-animated-

An

x~n~
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An ccout offome ofthe rincipa/Birds founin th
Nortb rnParts cf Hdfon.Bay; as weI thbfe that on.

ly nigrate theren S' h asitof that are known

to brave the coldei Winter,s :---Eagles of vario«s

kind-Hawks of variousfizes andplumagc-White

or Snowy Owi----Grey or mattled Owl- Cob-a.-dee-

cooch-Raven---Cinerious Crow--Wood Pecker-

/ufed Grou[e---PIheafant---ood Partridge----~
Willow Partric e-Rock Parridge---Pigeon-Ited-

breafed Thru/jh---Grofeak--Snow Bunting--.-

White-crowned Buntig-Lapland Finch, twoforts

-- Lark-Titmoufe-Swallow--Martin..-Hopping

Crane-Brown Crane-Bitron-Carlow, twoforts

-7ack Siype-Red Godwart--Plovér--Black

Gullmcrnet-NortIern Diver-Biack-throated Diver
"-Red-throated Diver--White Gull--.Grey Guil--

S/ack-head---Pelican--.Goofander--Swans of two

fpecics--Common Grey Goofe---Canada Goofe---White

or Snow GooIè---BlueGoofe-.-HornedWavy-Laugh-

ing Goofe---Barren Goofe-.-Brent Goofe---Dunter

Gofre---Bean Goofe.

Thc Species of Water-Fowl ufually called Duck,
that refort to thofe Parts annually, are in great va,
riety; but thofe that are mofß *eeemed are, the Mal-
lard Duck,-Long-tailed Duck,---Wigeon, and Teal.

Of the Vegetable Produélions as far North as Church-
ill River, particularly the moß ufefud; fuch as the

Berry-bearing Bufhes, &c.---Goofeberry-.- Cran-

berry---Reathberry---Dewater-berryi--Black Cur-

,rans- -uniper-berry--Partridgeberry---Strawbet-

ry
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ry---Eye.berry--0Blue Berry,. .and mallfp
of Hips.

Burridge..Coltfoot Sarrel-Dandelion,
Wih-a-capucca-yackafhey-puck-Mofs of va-

riousforts-Grafs offeveral kinds-and Vetches.

The Treesfoundfofar North near the Sea, con-

fiß only of Pines-Juniper-Small Poplar-Buh.

willows-and Creeping Birch. .. Page 358





IN TRODUCTION

OR many years kt was the opinion of ail rank's
of people, that the Iîudfon's Bay Company

were averfe to making difcoveries of every kind;
and being content with the profits of their fmall
capital, as it was then called, did not want to in.
creafe their trade. What might have been the
ideas of former members of the Company re-
fpe&ing the firif part of thefe charges I cannot
fay, but I am well affured that they, as well as
the prefent members, have always been ready toembrace every plaufible plan for extendig the
trade. As a proof of this affertion, I need only
mention the vafR fums of money which they have
expended at different times in endeavouring to
eftablifh filheries, though without fuccefs: and
the following Journey, jogether with the various
attempts made by Bean, Chriftopher, Johnflon,
and Buncan, to find a North Weh paffage, are
recent proofs that the prefent members are as de-
firous of making difcoveries, as they are of exend.
ing their trade.

That air of myaery, and affeéation of fecrecy,
perhaps, which formerly attended fome of the

Company's
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Company's proceedings in the Bay, mighlt give

rife tthofe conje&ures; and the unfounded af.

fertion ü and unjft afperfions of Dobbs, Blis,
Robfon, Dragge, and the American Traveller,
the only Authors that have written on Hudfon's

Bay, and wlo have al], from motives of intereif

or revenge, taken a particular pleafure in arraign-

ing the condut of the Company, without having

any real knowledge of their proceedings, or any
experience in their fervice, on which to found

their charges, muft have contributed to confirm

the public in that opinion. Moif of thofe Writ.

ers, however, advance fuçh notorious abfurdities,

that none except thofe who are already prejudice

cd againft the Company can give them credit*.

Robfon, from his fix years refidence in Hud-

fon's Bay and in the Company's fervice, might

naturally have been fuppofed to know fomething
of the climate and foil immediately round the

Fa&ories at which he refided; but the whole of

his book is evidently written with prejudice, and

diCtated by a fpirit of revenge, becaufe his ro-

mantic and inconfifrent fchemes were reje&ed by

the Company. Befides, it is well known that

Robfon was no more than a tool in the hand of

Mr. Dobbs.

The American Traveller, though a more ele-

gant,

SSince the above was written, a Mr. Umfreviile bas publifhed an ac-

count of Hudfon's Bay, with the fame ill-nature as the former Authors;

and for no other reafon than that of being difappointed in fucceeding to

a command in the Bay, though there was no vacancy for him,

xviii
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ntwriter, has eil11 fs daim to our ndulgene,
his affertions are a greater.taxon ouir crdulli

His faying that he difcovered feveral large
mps of the finei virgin copper*, is fuch a pal.

able falfehood that it needs no refutation. No
an, either Englifli or Indian, ever found a bit

f copper in that country to the South of the fe. 
enty-firft degree of latitude, unlefs it had been
ccidentally dropped by fome of the far Northern
ndians in their way to the Company's Fa&ory.

The natives who range over, rather than in-
abit, the large track of land which lies to the
orth of Churchill River, having repeatedly

brought famples of copper to the Company's
Fa&ory, many of our people conjecured that it
was found not far from our fettlements; and as
the Indians informed them that the mines were

ot very diffant from a large river, it was gene.
rally fuppofed that this river mufI empty itfelf in-
to Hudfon's Bay; as they could by no means
think that any fet of people, however, wandering
their manner of life might be, could ever tra-
verfe fo large a track of country as to pafs the
Northern boundary of that Bay, and particular.
ly without the affiiance of water-carriage. The
following Journal, however, will fhew how much
thefe people have been miaaken, and prove alfo
the improbability of putting their favourite
fcheme of mining into pradice.

The

Amtediican Travellers, page 23.



The acc-ounte of his graand Rivserwhich fd~
hav trneedl nt a Strait, together with thief~m
ples of copper. were bxought o the Company's

»Fadory at Churchifl River immediately after its
firfl efnablifhment, in the year one thotifand feven

hundred and ffteen; and it does not appear that
any attempts were made to difcover either the
river or mines till the year one thoufand feven
hundred and nineteen, wheu the Company fitted
out a fip, called the Albany Frigate, Captain
George Barlow*, and a floop, called the Difco.

very,

aCaptain Barlo.w was Governor at Albany Fort when the French went

over land from 'anada to beffege it in the zIo4. The Canadians and:their

indian guides lurked in the neighbourhood of Albany for feveral days be-

fore they made the attack, and killed rany of the cattle that were graz-

ing in the marfies. A faithful HomeIndian, who was on a hunting eeç

curfion, difcoverirng thofe ftrangers, and fuppofing themn to be enemies,
mnediately returned ta the Fort, and informed the Gov.rnor of the cir-

cuaniance, who gave little credit to it. However, every neafrure was

taken for the defence of the Fort, and orders were given to the Mafter of

a îioop that lay at fome ditiance, to corne to the Fort with all poilible ex-

pedition on hearing a gtn fired.

Accordingly, in tht middle of the night, or rather in the morning, the

F:cnch came before.he Fort, marched up ta thegate, and demanded en-

trance. Mr, Barlow, who was then on the watch, told then, that the

Governor w-as a ieep, but he would get the keys immediately. The French

he"ring this, expe£ted no oppofition, and iocked up to the gate as clofe

as they could fand. Barlow took the advantage of this opportunitj, and

idead of opening the gate, only opened two port holes, whére'two fix-

poundcrs Qood loaded with grape fliot, which were infPZntly fired. This

. ifcharge killed great an uber of -the French, and ainong them the Com.

ansaider, wIo was arr iriiiman.

Sach an unexpeted reception made the remainder retire with great

prcipitation; and the Malter of the floop hearing the guns, made the

beft of his wvay up to the Fort; but fome of the French who lae concealed

peder the Laks of tie river killed hir, and ail the boat% crew.

The
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SJames3 night, äa ~ f ret exei¿e
idxet Company's. ferv4ce he had been nfiiy

years Governor at the differena Facdrîes iii- the
Bay- andr whoe had made the firft fettlernent at
Churehili Ri.er. Notwithanding the experi
ence Mr. Knight might have had of the Comnpa-
ny's bufinefs, and his knowiedge of thofe parts
of the Bay where he had refided; it cannot be fup-
pofed he was weil acqueaint-d.with the nature of
the bufinefs in which h' then engaged, having
nothing to direc him but the flender and imper-
feâ accounts which he- had received from the In-
dians, whoi at that tie were link knewnand
efs unerfoods

hofe:difadvantages added to his, advanced
age he-.heing then near eighty, by no meai'as dif-
coutraged this bo adventurer; who was fo pre.
poffefed of his fu'ccefs, and of the great advan-

tage

The French -retired fro-rrthis place with relaance; for forne of thera
vere heard-fhooting in:the neighbourhood of the Fort- ten days after theywere repulfed; and one man in particular walkec up and-down the plat-

form leading from the gate of the Fort to the Launch for a whole day.
Mr. Fullarton, who was thenGovernor at'Albany, fpoke to him in French,
and offered him kind quarters.if, he chofe to accept them: but to thofe
propofals he made no reply, and-only fhook his head. Mr. Fullarton
then told-him, that unlefs he would refign himfelf up as a prifoner, ie
would: moftaflfredly fhoot him ; on which the man advanced rearer the-
Fort, and Mr. Fullarton fhot him out of his chamber window. Perhaps
the hardlhips this poor man expeEted to enconter in bis return to Cana-
da, made him prefer death; but hisrefufiog to receive quarter fron fo.
himane and generous ani enemy as the Englifh, is a1tonilhing.
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tage that would arife fron his difcoveries that

heprocured, and .took with him, fome large iron-
bound chefs to hold gold duIt and other valua.

bles, which he fondly flattered himfelf were to be
found in thofe parts.

The firif paragraph of the Company's Orders

to Mr. Knight on this occafion appears to be as

follows:

" To Captain JAMEs KNIGHt.

" SIR, 4th June, 1719
"From the experience we have had of your

"abilities in the management of our affairs, we
" have, upon your application to us, fitted out
" the Albany frigate, Captain George Barlow,

"and the Difcovery, Captain David Vaughan

"Commander, upon a difcovery, to the North.

"ward ; and to that end have given you power
" and authority to act and.do all things relating
"to the faid voyage, the navigation of the faid

"fhip and floop only excepted; and have given
"orders and infiruaions to our faid commanders
"for that purpofe.

" You are, with the firf opportunity of wind
"and weather, to depart from Gravefend on your
"intended voyage, and by God's permiffion, to
"find out the Straits of Anian, in order to difco.
"ver gold and other valuable commodities to the

Northward, & c.c"
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Mr. Knight foon left Gravefend and prodeed-

ed on his voyage; but the fhip nlot retu nig to
England that year, as was expeéted, iwas jdg
ed that fhe had wintered in Hudfon's Bay; and

having on board a good ftock of provifions, a

houfe in frame, together with all neceffary mecha-

nics, and a great affortment of trading goods,
little or no thoughts were entertained of their not

being in fafety: but as neither fhip nor floop -re-

turned to England in the following year, (one

thoufand feven hundred and twenty,) the Com-

pany were much alarmed for their welfare; and,
by their fhip which went to Churchill in the year

one thoufand feven hundred and twenty-one,
they fent orders for a floop called the Whale-Bone,

John Scroggs Mafler, to go in fearch of them;

but the flip not arriving in Churchill tili late in

the y-ear, thofe orders could not be put in execu-

tion till the fummer following (one thoufand fe-

yen hundred and twenty-two).

The North Weft coaft of Hudion's Bay being

little known in thofè days, and Mr. Scroggs

linding himfelf greatly embarraffed with lhoals

and rocks, returned to Prince of Wales's Fort

without making any certain difcovery refpedting

the above lhip or floop; for all the marks he

faw among the Efquinaux at Whale Cove fcarce-
ly amounted to the fpoils which might have been

made from a trifling accident, and confequently
could not be confidered as figns of a total fhip.
wreck.

The
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The ftro p ir wih thefî ^evaited in

di* i e$e&ing thé:"rob blity f a N
Weft paffage byl W a of dfon's Bay, ifad

znany conjeaéure that Meurs. Knight atnd Barlow

had fouid that paffage, and had gone through tt

into the. South Sea, by the way f Californaf.

Màny years elapfed with-out any other covincing

proof occurring tô the côntrary, except t1iat

M iddleton, Ellis, Bean, Chri'ophéi, aiid Johin.

on, had not been able to firid any fûch paffage.

And notwithfanding a foop was anually fent to

theNorthward on difcovery, and to trade with

theEfqùirau, it wras the funit*f Ôoë thoufand

feven hund-ed and fitty-feven, before we had¢p-

fitive proofs that poor Mr. Kuight anid Capfaian

Bairlowhad been loft in Rdfon's Bxv.

The Cornpany were now carrying on a black
whale fifhery, and Marble Iland was ade the

place of rendezvous flot oly on -accunt of the

commodioufnefs of the harbboui; but" becaufe¡it

had been. obferved that the whales were more

plentiful about that iflaid than on any other part

of the coaft: This being thé café, the boats,

when on· the look:out for fi, had freqüent oc.
cafion to row clofe to'the iflandI by which means

they difcovered a new hatbour near the Eaft end

of it, at the head of which they found guns,

anchors, cables, bricks, a fmith'>s anvil, and many

other articles, which the hntid of tirme had not

defaced, and which beling of no ufe to the na-

tives, or too heavy to be removed by theni, had
not

i
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not been taken from the place in which they

were originally laid. The remains of the houfe,
though pulled to pieces by the Efquimaux, for
the wood and iron, are yet very plain to be feen,
as alfo the hulls, or more properly fpeaking, the

bottoms of the fhip and floop, which lie funk in
about five fathoms water, toward the head of

the harbour. The figure-head of the fhip, and

alfo the guns, &9c. were fent home to the Com-
pany, and are certain proofs that Meffrs. Knight

and Barlow had been loft on that inhofpitable

ifland, where neither ftick nor ftump was to be

feen, and which lies near fixteen miles from the
main land. Indeed the main is little better, be-

ing a jumble of barren hills and rocks, deftitute
of every kind of herbage except mofs and grafs;
and at that part, the woods are feveral hundreds
of miles from the fea-fide.

In the Sumier of one thoufand feven hundred
and fixty-nine, while we were profecuting the fifh-
ery, we faw feveral Efquirmaux at this new har.
bour; and perceiving that one or two of them
were greatly advanced in years, our curiofky
was excited .to afk them fome quefiions concern-
ing the above fhip and floop, which we were the
better enable to do by the affiftance of an Efqui.
maux, who was then in the Company's fervice
as a linguift, and annually failed in one of their
veffels in that chara&er. The account which we
received from them was full, clear, and unre.

c ferved,
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ferved, and the fum of it was to the following
purport,:..

When the veffels arrived at this -place (Marbie
Ifland) it was very late in the Fall, and in getting
them into the harbour, the largeft received much

daniage; but on being fairly in, the Englifh be-
gan to build the houfe, their number at that time

feeming to be about fifty. As foon as the ice
permitted, in the following Summer, (one thou-

fand feven hundred and twenty,) the Efquimaux

paid them another vifit, by which time the num-
ber of the Englifh was greatly reduced, and thofe
that were living feemed very unhealthy. Accord-
ing to the account given by the Efquimaux they

were then very bufily employed, but about what

they could not eafily defcribe, probably in length-
ening the long.boat; for at a little difiance from
the houfe there is now lying a great quantity of
oak chips, which have been moa affuredly made
by carpenters.

Sicknefs and famine occafioned îuch havock
among the Englifh, that by the fetting in of the
fecond Winter their number was reduced to twen-
ty. That Winter (one thoufand feven hundred
and twenty) fome of the Efquimaux took up their
abode on the oppofite fide of the harbour to that

on which the Englifh had built their houfes*, and

frequently fupplied them with.fuch provifions as

they

1 I have feen the remains of thofe houfes feveral times; they are on

the Wea fide of the harbour, and in aIl probability wili be difcernible for

rnzny years to Come. It

xxxvi
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héy7 had, which chiefly confifted of whales blub-
ber and feal's flefh and train oil When the

Spring advanced, the Efquimaux went to the
continent, and on their vifiting Marble Ifland
again, là the Summer of one thoufand feven hua
dred and twenty-one, they only found five of the
Englifh alive, and thofe were in fuch diftrefs for
provifions that they eagerly eat the feal's flefih
and whale's blubber quite raw, as they purchaf..
eâ it from the natives. This difordered them
fo much, that three of them died in a few days,
and the other two, though very weak, made a
fhift to bury them. Thofe two furvived many
days after the reif, and frequently went to the
top of an adjacent rock, and earneftly looked to
the South and Eaft, as if in expeétation offome
veffels coming to their relief. After continuing
there a confiderable time together, and nothing
appearing in fight, they fat down clofe together,
and wept bitterly. At length one of the two
died, and the other's ftrength was fo far exhauf-
ed, that he fell down and died alfo, in attempt.
ing to dig a grave. for his companion. The fculls

c 2 and

It is rather furprifing, that neither Middleton, Ei, Chrifopher,
Johnfion, not Garbet, who have all of them been at Marble Iflard, -and

£one of them often, ever difcovered this harbotr; particularly the laf.
mentionedgentle man ho atually failed quite round the ifiand in a very

fne pleafant day in theSnnimer of 1766. But this difcovery w'a's referv-

ed for a Mr. Jofeph Stephens! a man of the leaft merit I ever knew,
though he then had the command of a veffel called the Succefs, employed

in th. whale-fifbery; and in the year z-69, had the command of the

Charlottegiven to hin a ine blig of onc hundred tons ; whcn I wasþis

mate.
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and other large bones of thofe two men are now

lying above.ground clofe te. the houfe. The
longeif liver was, according to the Efquimaux
account, always employed in working of iron

into implements for them; probably he was the

armourer, or fmith.

Some Northern Indians who came to trade at

Prince of Wales's Fort in the Spring of the year
one thoufand feven hundred and fixty-eight,
brought farther accounts of the grand river, as

it was called, and alfo feveral pieces of copper, as

famples of the produce of the mine near it;

which determined Mr. Norton, who was then

Governor at Churchil, to reprefent it to the

Company as an affair worthy of their attention;
and as he went that year to England, he had an
opportunity of laying all the information he had

received before the Board, with his opinion there-

on, and the plan which he thought moP. likely
to fucceed in the difcovery of thofe mines. In

confequence of Mr. Norton's reprefentations, the

Cômmittee refolved to fend an intelligent perfon

by land to obferve the longitude and latitude of

the river's mouth, to make a chart of the country

he might walk through, with fuch remarks as

occurred to him during the Journey; when I

was pitched on as a proper perfon to condu& the

expedition. By the fhip that went to Churchill
in the Summer of one thoufand feven hundred

and fixty-nine, the Company fent out fome aftro.

nomical inftruments, very portable, and fit for

fuch

xxxviii
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fuch obfervations as they required me to make,

and at thé fame time requefted me to undertake

the Journey, promifing to allow me at my re-

turn, a gratuity proportionable to the trouble and

fatigue I might undergo in the expedition*.

I did

* The conditions offered 'me on this occafion cannot be better expreffed

than in the Company's own words, which I have tranferibed from their

private letter to meibdated %3th May 1769.
"'From the good opinion we enteltain of you, and Mr.Norton's recom-

«mendation, we have agreed to raife yoixr wages to £ ' per annum

'<for two years, and have placed you in our Council at-Prince of Wales's

<'Fort ; and we fhould have been ready to advance yqu to the command of

'<the Charlotte, according to your requeft, if a matter of more immedi.

«ate confequence had not intervened.

"'Mi. Norton has propofed an inland Journey, far to the North of

«Churchill, to promote an extenfion of our trade, as well as for the difco-

<'very of a North Weft Patfage, Copper Mines, &c.; and as an undertak.

"ing of this nature requires the attention of a perfon capable of taking

«an obfervation for determining the longitude and latitude, and alfo di.

"fi4nces, and the courfe of rivers and their depths, we have fixed upon

« you (efpecially as it is reprefented to us to be your own inclination) to
«conduna this journey, with proper affintants.

« We therefore hope yo will fecond our expeflations in readily perform.

«ing this fervice, and upon your return we IhalH willingly make yon any
I cknowledgment fuitable to your trouble therein.
"'We highly approve of your going in the Speedwell, to. af1ift on the

'<wbale filhery lan year, and heartily wilh yon health and f.ccefs in the
« prefent expedition,

We reinain your loving Friends,

s 'BiBT E LAKE, Dtp. Gov. « JAMEs WINTER LAK.

«JOHN ANTHONY MERLE. «I HERMAN BERENS.

' RoBERT MERRT. «JoSEP SPURREL.

«SAMUE3WEGG, «JAMES FITz GaaAL.<'*

The Company had no fooner perufed my Journals and, Charts, than

they ordered a handfome fum to be placed to the credit of my account;

an4
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I did not hefitate to comply with the requeft of
the r ompany, and in. -the November following,

when foume NorthernIndians came to trade, Mr.
Norton, who was then returned to the command
of Prince of W\ ales's Fort, engaged fuch of them
for my guides as he theught were moft likely to
anfwer the purpofe; but none of them had been
at this grand river. - I was fitted out with every
thing thought neceffary, and with ammunition
to ferve two years. I was to be accompanied by
two of the Company's fervants, two of the Home-
guard* (Southern) Indians, and a fufficient num-
ber of Northern Indians to. carry and haul my
baggage, provide for me, &c. But for the bet.

ter

and in the two firf paragraphs of their letter to me, dated T2th May I773

thcy exprefs thenfelves in the following wor4s

2Mr, SAMUEL HEARNE,

S I R,

" Your-letter of the 28th Auguif laft gave us the agreeahreakreto

« hear of your fafe return to our Faâory. Your Journal, and the two

"chartsyou fent, fuffiçiently convinces tS of your very judiclous. re.-

marks.

" We have maturely confidered yotr great affiduity in the various acci-

' dents which occurred in your feveral Journies., We heréby returis

"you our grateful thanks ; and to manifeif our obligation we have con-

<fented to allaw you a gratuity of £ for thofe fervices."

As a farther proof of the Company's being perfealy fatisfied with my

condua while on that Journey, the Committee unanimoufly appointed me

Chief of Prince of Wales's Fort in the Sommer of 1775; snd Mr. Bibye

Lake, who was then Governor, and feveral 'others of the Committee, ho-

pouredn with a regular correfpondence as long as they lived.

4 By the Iorné-.guard Indians we are to underftand certain of the ng-

tives re immediately employed under the proteâion of the Compa-

ny's fervants, refide on the plantation, and are enployed in hunting for

ihe Faaory.
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ter fiating this arrangement, it wiR Lot beim-
proper to infert my Inllru&ions, which with
fome occafional remarks thereon wiJlthrowómuch
light on the following Journal, and be the bell
method of proviiig how far thofe orders have
been complied with, as well as fhew my reafons
for negle&ing L'fome parts as unneceffary, and the
impoffibility of putting other parts of them in
execution.

"(RDERS and INSTRUCTIONS for Mr.
SAMUEL. HEARNE, going on an Expedition by

Land lowards the Latitude 70 North, in

order to gain a Knowledge of the Northern

Indian Country, &c. on Behalf of the Ho-

nourable Rudfon's Bay Conpany, in the Year

" 1769.

"Mr. SAMUEL HEARNE,

" SI R,
WHEREAS the Honourable Hudfon's Bay

"Company have been informed by the report
"from Indians, that there is a great probability
"of confiderable advantages to be expeéted from
"a better knowledge of their country by us,
"than what hitherto has been obtained; and as
"it is the Company's earnefn defire to embrace
4 every circumftance that may tend to the benem
"fit of the faid company, or the Nation at large,
"they have requefed you to conduct this Expe.
" dition ; and as you have readily çonfented to
" undertake the prefent Journey, you are here.

"by

xli
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"aby dered to proceed as foon as poffible, with
SWillianIibefter failor, and ThoIas Merriman

" Iandfmán, as companions they both being wil.
"ling to accompany you; allo two of the Home.

"guard Southern Indians, who are to attend

" and affift you during the Journey; and Cap.

"tain Chawchinahaw, bis Lieutenant Nabyah,

and fix or eight of the beft Northern Indians we

"can procure, with a fmall part of their families,
"are to condu& you, provide for you, and af.

"1fdt you and your companions in every thing

"that lays in their power, having particular or.

"ders fo to do.

" 2dly, whereas you and your companions are

" well fitted-out with every thing we think ne-

"ceffary, as alfo a fample of light trading goods;
"thefe you are to difpofe of by way of prefents

"(and not by way of trade) to fuch far-off Indi.
"ans as you may meet with, and to fmoke your

"Calimut* of Peace with their leaders, in order

"to eftablifh a friendlhip with them. You are

"alfo to perfuade them as much as poffible from

"going to war with each other, to encourage

"them to exert themfelves in.,procuring furrs

"and other articles for trade, and to affure them

"of good payment for them at the Company's

"Fadory.
It

• The Calimut is a long ornainented flenm of a pipe, much in ufe among
all the tribes of Indians who know the ufe of tobacco. It is particularly

fed in al cafes of ceremony, either in making war or peace; at all public
entertainments, orations, &c.
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«t is fincerely recommiended to you and your

"companions to treat the natives with civility,

" fo as not to give them any room for complaint

" or difguft, as they have .fria orders not to give

" you the leaft offence, but are to aid and affiL

" you in any matter you may requefi of theni

" for the benefit of the undertaking.

"If any Indians you may meet, that are com.

"ing to the Fort, fhould be willing to truft you

"with either food or clothing, make your agree.

"ment for thofe commodities, and by them fend

"me a letter, fpecifying the quantity of each ar-
"ticle, and they fhall be paid according to your
"agreement. And, according to the Company's
"orders, you are to correfpond with me, or the

"Chief at Prince of Wales's Fort for the time be.
" ing, at all opportunitie - And as you have ma.
" thematical infiruments with you, you are to
" fend me, or the Chief for the time being, an
"account of what latitude and longitude you
"nmay be in at fuch and fuch periods, together

"with the heads of your proceedings ; which ac-
" counts are to be renitted to the Company by
" the return of their fhips*.

"3dly, The Indians who are now appointed
" your guides, are to condu& you to the borders
"of the Athapufcow + Indians country, where

"Captain

* No convenient opportunity offered during my laft Journey, except one
on the 22d March 177,; and as nothing material had happenrd during that
part of my Journey, I thought there sas not any neceflity for fending an
extra&of my Journal; I thetefore only fent a Letterto the Governor, la.
rorming him of my fituation with rcfpcf to latitudéand longitude, and
fomne account of the ufage which I received from the natives, &c.

f By miftake in My former Journal and Drait called Arathapefcow.
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Catai Maronabbee is ta meet you in the
p one hofand feven hundred and fe

venty à,n order ta conduEt you to a river re-
" prefented by the Irdians to abound with cop.
" per ore, animals of the furr kind, &c. and
"which is faid to be fa far to the Narthward,

" that in the middle of the Summer the Sun does
"not fet, and is fuppofed by the Indians to emp-

" ty itfelf into fome ocean. This river, which

"is called by the Northern Indians Neetha-fan-

"fan-dazey, or the Far Off Metal River, you are,
"if poffible, to trace to the mouth, and there de-
" termine the latitude and longitude as near as
" you can ; but more particularly fa if you.find
" it navigable, and that a fettlement can be made

" there with any degree of fafety, or benefit to

" the Company.

C Be careful to obferve what mines are near

" the river, what water there is at the river's

" mouth, how far the woods are from the fea.

" fide, the courfe of the river, the nature of the

" foi], and the productions of it; and make any

"other remarks that you may think will be ei-

" ther

†This was barely probable, as Matonabbee at that time had not any in-

formation of this Journey being fet on foot, much lefs had he.feceived or-

dets to juin me at the place and time here appointed ; and had we acci-

dlentally met, he would by-no means have undertaken the Journey with-

out fira going to the Faâory, and there making his agreement with the

Governor; for no Indian is fond of performing any particular fervice for

the Englifh, withot f1l k'nowing what is to be his reward. At the fame

time, had I taken that roi on my out-fet, it would have carried me foni

husndreds of miles ut of my road. Sec my Track on the Map in tht.

Winter 1770, and the Spring 177r.
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"ther neceffary or fatisfactory. And ifte aid
river be likely to be of any utility, take pof

"lfion of I on behalf of the Hludfon's Bay Comn-
"pany, by cutting your name on fome of the

"rocks, as alfo the date of the year, month, &c.*

" When you attempt to trace this or any other
"river, be careful that the Indians are furnîfhed
"with a fufficient number of canoes for trying

"the depth of water, the ftrength of the current,
&C. . If by any unforefeen accident or difafler

" you fhould not be able to reach the before-men-

tioned river, it is earneftly recoimmended to you,
"if poffible, to know the event of Wager Straitt;
" for it is.reprefented by the laft difcoverers to ter.
"minate in fmall rivers and lakes. See how far
" the woods are from the mavigable parts of it;
"and whether a fettlement could with any pro-
"priety .beainade there. If this fhould prove un.

worthy

* I was not provided with inftrumRens for cutting on flone;,but for form-

fake, I rut my name, date of tise year,.&c. on a piece of board that had

been one of the Indian's targets, aand. placed it in a heap of fiones on a fmail
eminence near the entranceof the river, on the South fide.

t There is certainly:no arm in making out all Inftru&ions in the fulleif

nanner,yetit muß be allowed that thofe two parts might have been omit-

tedsvith:great propriety; for as neither Middleton, Ellis, nor Chrlilopher

.were able to penetrate far enough up thofe inlets to difcover any kind of

herbage except mofs and grafs, much lefs woods, it was not likely thofe parts

were fo materially altered for the better fince their times, as to make i::

worth my while to attempt a farther difcovery of them; and efpecially as

I had an opportunity, during my fecond Journey, of proving that the

woods do not reach the.fea-coa -by forne hundreds of miles in the paral-

lel of Cheterfield's Inlet. And as the edge of the woods ta the North-

ward always tends to the Weftwai-d, the diffance mut be greatly increafed

in the latitude of Wager Strait. Thofe parts have -long fince been vifited

by the Conpany's frvants, and are withiri the known limits of their

Charter; confequently require no other form of poffefiion.
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« worthy of notice, you are to take the fame rme«

thd i(t Baker's Lake, -whicl is the head or

Bowden's or Chefterfield's inlet* as alfo with

"any other rivers you may meet with; and if

"likely to be of any utility, you ire to take pof-

"fefion of them, as before mentioned, on the

behalf of the Honourable Hudfon's Bay Com-

"pany. The draft of Bowden's Inlet and Wager

Strait I fend with you, that you may have a bet-

"ter idea of thofe places, in cafe of your vifiting

"them.

" 4 thly, Another material point which is re.

"commended to you, is to find out, if you can,

"either by your own travels, or by information
"from the Indians, whether there is a paffage

"through this continentt. It will be very ufeful
"to clear up this point, if poffible, in order to

"prevent farther doubts from ariilng hereafter

"refpeéb.

* See the preceding Note.

†The Continent of America is much wider than m any people imagine,
particularly Robfon, who thought that the Pacific Ocean was but a few

days journey from the Wea coaft of Hudfon's Bay. This, however, is fa
far from being the cafe, that when I was at mygreateft Weftern diftance,

upward of five hundred miles from Prince of Wales's Fort, the natives

my guides, well knew that many tribes of Indians lay to the Weft of us,

and they knew no end to the land in that direaion; nor have I met with

any Indians, either Northern or Southern, that ever hiad feen the fea to

the Weflward. It is, indeed, well known to the intelligent and well-in.

formed part of the Company's fervants, that an extenfive-and numerous,

tribe of Indians, called E-arch.e.thinnews, whofe country lies far Weft of

any of the Company's or Canadian fettlements, mufi have traffic with the

Spaniards on the Weft fide of the Continent; becaufe fome of the Indians

,who forrnerly traded to York Fort, when at war with thofe people, fre-

quently found fadi'es, bridles, mulkets, s.nd many other articles, in their

poff'eflion, which were undoubtedly of Spanilh manufaaory.
I have
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" refpe&ing a paffage out of Hudfon's Bay * into
SC the Weftern Ocean, as hath lately.been repre.

"fented by the American Traveller. The particu-

"lars of thofe remarks you are to infert in your

"Journal, to be remitted home to the Company.

" If you fhould want any fupplies of ammuniti-

"on, or other neceffaries, difpatch fome trufty

"Indians to the Fort with a letter, fpecifying the

" quantity of each artiçle, and appoint a place

"for the faid Indians to meet you again.

" When on your return, if at a proper time of

" the year, and you flould be near any of the

"harbours that are frequented by the brigantine

"Charlotte, or the floop Churchill, during their

"voyage to the Northward, and you fhould chufe

"to return in one of them, you are defired to

" make frequent fmokes as you approach thofe

" harbours, and they will endeavour to receive

" you by making fmokes in anfwer to yours ;
" and as one thoufand feven hundred and feven.

" ty-one will probably be the year in which you
will return, the Mafters of thofe veffels at that

"period

I have feen feveral Indians who have been fo far Wea as to crofs thetop
of that immenfe chain of mountains which run from North to South of the
continent of America. Beyond thofe mountains ail rivers run to the
Weftward. I mua here obférve, that ail the Indians I ever heard
relate their excurfions in that country, had invariably got fo far to the
South, that they did not experience any Winter, nor the leaft appearance
of cither froa or fnow, though fonetimes they have been abfent eighteen
Imonths, or two ycars.

* As to a paifage through the continent of America by the way of Hud-
fon's Bay, it has fo long been exploded, notwithflanding what 'Or Ellis has
urged in its favour, and the place it has found in the vifionary Map of the
American Traveller, that any comment ou it would be quite unneccffary.

Mylatitudeonly will be afufficient proof that no fuch paffage is in exiftence-
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period flallhave particular orders on that head

It ilI bepleafing to hear bythe firf oppor

tunityin whatlatitude and longitude you meet
"the Leader Matonabbee, and how far he thinks

it is to the Coppermine River, as alfo the pro-
"bable time it may take before you can return.
"But in cafe any thing fhoulid prevent the faid

"Leader from joining you, according to expe&a-

"tion, you are then to procure the bell Indians

"you can for your guides, and either add to, or

" diminifh, your number, as you may from time

"to time think moft rieceffary for the good· of

" the expedition.
" So I conclude, wifhing you and your compa-

"nions a continuance of health, together with a

"profperous Journey, and a happy return in

"fafety. Amen.
"MOSES NORTON, Governor.

"Dated at Prince of Wales's Fort, Churchill River, Hudfon''s

"Bay, North America, November 6th, 1769.

Ifbefler and Merriman, mentioned in my In-

ftruions, aCually accompanied me during my
firft fhort attempt; but the Indians knowing

them to be but common men, ufed them fo in-

differently, particularly in fcarce times, that I was

under fome apprehenfions of their being ftarved

to death, and 1 thought myfelf exceedingly happyr

when I got them fafe back to the Facory. This

extraordinary behaviour of the Indians made me

determine not to take any Europeans with me on

my two laft expeditions.

With regard to that part of my Inflruaiions

wliich direas me to obferve the nature of the foil,

the
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th godu&ions thereof, &c. i muft be obferved,
tha duringthe whole time of my abfence from

t FQrt, I was invariably confined to ftny his

and barren plains all the Summer, and before we

approached the woods in the Fall of the year, the
ground was always covered with fnow to a confi-

derable depth; fo that I never had an opportuni-
ty of feeing any of the fmall plants and fhrubs to
the Weftward., But from appearances, and the
flow and dwarfy growth of the woods, &c. (ex-

cept in the Athapufcow country,) there is un-

doubtedly a greater fcarcity of vegetable produ&i-

ons than at the Company's mof Northern Settle-

ment ; and to the Eaftward of the woods, on the
barren grounds, whether hills or vallies, there is

a total want of herbage except mofs, on which
the deer feed ; a few dwarf willows creep among
the mofs ; fome wifh-a.capucca and a little grafs
may be feen here and there, but the latter is
fcarcely fufficient to ferve the geefe and other birds
of paffage during their fhort ftay in thofe parts,
though they are always in a ftate of migration ex-
cept when they arebreeding andin a moulting ftate.

In confequence of my complying with the Com-
pany's requeft, and undertaking this Journey, it
is natural to fuppofe that every neceffary arrange-
ment was made for the eafier keeping of my.reck.
onig, &c. under the many inconveniences I muif
be unavoidably obliged to labour in fucl an ex.
pedition. I drew a Map on a large fkin of parch.
ment, that contained twelve degrees of latitude
North, and thirty degrees of longitude Weft,
of Churchill Fadory, and fketched all the Weft

coaft

xlix
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coaû of the Bay on t, but* left the interior
pas ba t be fled up durn y ney.

I alfo Preaed detached pieces on a niuchlarger

fcale for every degree oflatude and longitude

contained in the large Map. On thofe detached

pieces I pricked off my daily courfes and difance,

and entered all lakes and rivers, c. that i met

with; endeavouring, by a ftri& enquiry of the

natives, to find out the communication of one ri-

ver with another, as alfo their conne&ions with

the many lakes with which that country abounds:

and when opportunity offered, having corre&ed

them by obfervations, I entered them in the gene.

ral Map. Thefe' and feveral other neceffary pre.

parations, for the eafier, readier and more cor.

re&ly keeping my Journal and Chart, were alfo

adopted; but as te myfelf, little was required to

be done, as the nature of travelling long journies

in thofe countries will never admit of carrying

even the moi common article of clothing; fo

that the traveller is obliged to depend on the

country he paffes through, for that article, as

well as for provifions. Ammunition, ufeful iron-

worg, fome tobacco, a few knives, and other in.

difpenfable articles, make a fufiicient load for any

one to carry that is going a journey likely to lau

twenty menths, or two years. As that was the
cafe, I only took the lhirt andclothes I then had
on, one fpare coat, a pair ofdrawers, and as much
cloth as would make me two or three pair of In-

dian ftockings, which, together with a blanket<
for bedding, compofed the whole of my hock of
clothing. •A JOUR"





JOURN E Y

TO TE

NORTHERN OCEAN.

C H A P I.

Tranfa&ions from my leaving Prince of Wales's
Fort on my firfi expedition, till our arrival there
again.

Set of from the Fort.--Arrive at Po-co-ree.k.co Ri.
w One of the Northern Indians defert.--rofs

Seal River, and walk on the barren grounds.-

Receive wrong information concerning the diance of
the woods.-Weather begins ta be very cold, provji-

ons all expended and nothing ta be got.--Strike ta

the Weßward, arrive at the woods, and kill three

deer.-Set forward in the North Weß quarter, fe
the tracks of mußj-oxen and deer, but kilied none.-

Very Jhort ofprovitons.-Chawchinahaw wants us

ta return.-Neither he nor his crew contribute to

our maintenance.-Ile influences feveral of the In.

dians ta defert.--Chawchinahaw and all his crew

B





A JOURNEY TO THFE

leave us.-3gin o r return to the faory,; kill a

few partridge, thirf meal we had hadforfeveral

days.-Villany of one of the hpme Jndians and his

wife, who was a Northern indian woman.-Ar-
rive at SealRiver, kille -j deer; partridges plenty.

-Meet a firange Northern Indian, accompany him

to his tent, ufage received there; my Indians a4fß in

killing fome beaver.-Proceed toward home, and

arrive at the Fort.

969. AVING made every neceffary arrangement
-v--H for my departure on the fixth of Novem.

.oçrmbe.r.
6th. ber, I took leave of the Governor, and my other

friends, at Prince of Wales's Fort, and began
my journey, under the falute of feven cannon.

The weather at that time being very mild,
made it but indifferent hauling*, ánd all my
crew being heavy laden, occafioned 'us to make
but fhort days:journeys; however on the eighth,

sth. we croffed the North branch of lo-co-ree-kif-co

River, and that 'night put up in a fmiaIl tuft of
woods, which. is between it and Seal River, In
the night, one of the Northern Indians defert.
ed; and as alf. the reft of my crew were heavy
laden, I was under the neceffityof hauling the
lledge he had left, which however was notvery
heavy, as it fearcely exceeded fixty pounds.

The weather fril1 contiued very fine and plea-

fant: we direced our courfe to the We-f North

Wefi,

* The colder the weather is, the eafier the fledges flide over the fnow.
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Weft, and early in the day croffed Seal River. In

the courfe of this day's jôurney we met feveral

Northern Indians, who were going to the fa&ory No
with furs and venifon ; and as we had not killed

any deer from our leaving the Fort, I got feveral

joints of venifon from thofe firangers, and gave
them:a note on the Governor for payment,
which feemed perfeicly agreeable to all parties.

When on the North Weft fide of Seal River, I

afked Captain Chawchinahaw the diftance, and
probable time it would take, before. we could
reach the main woods; which he affured me
would not exceed four or five days journey.

This put both me and my companions in good
fpirits, and we continued our courfe between
the Wefi by North and North Weft, in daily
expedation of arriving at thofe woods, which we
were told would firnifh us with every thing the
country affords. Thefe accounts were fo far from
being true, that after we had walked double the
time here mentioned, no figns of woods were
to be feen -in the diredion we were then feering;
but we had frequently feen the looming of woods
to the South Weft.

The cold being now very intenfe, our fmall
ftock of Englifh provifions all expended, and
not the leaft thing to be got on the bleak hills we
had for fome time been walking on, it became
neceffary to firike more to the Weaward, which
we accordingly did, and the.. next evening arriv-
eci at fome fmall patches of low fcrubby woodg,

B 2 where

I NORTHERN OCEAN.
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~here we - faw the traçks f fe a1 d ,nd

killed fa ew partridgés. Thò dwe had tr

verfed for m dys befbreas in g er fo

rough and 'fony, that r fledges were daily

-breaking; and to add toæthe inconveniency, the

land was fo barren, as not to afford us mate-

riaIs for repairing them: but the few woods we

now fell in with, amply fupplied us with necefa

faries for thofe repairs; and as we were then

enabled each night to pitch proper tents, our
lodging was much more comfortable than it had

been for many nights before, while we were on
the barren grounds, where, in general, we

thought ourfelves well off if we could fcrape

together as many fhrubs as would make a fire;

but it was fcarcely ever in our power to make

aiy other defence againif the weather, than by

digging a hole in the fnow down to the mofs,

wrapping ourfelves up in our clothing, and lying

down in it, with our fledges fet up edgeways to

windward.

cail. On the twenty-firft, we did not move; fa the

Indian men went a hunting, and the women cut

holes in the ice and caught a few fifh in a fmall

lake, by the fide of 1which we had pitched our

tents. At night the men returned with fome

venifon, having killed three deer, which was

without doubt very acceptable; but our number

being .great, and the Indians having fuch enor-

mous oRomachs, very little was left but frag ments'

after the two or three firftgood meals. Having
devoured



devoured the three deer, and gv fone ece

faryrepairs to 'our fledges ad fnowhoes, which 7

Sonly took da, e aga proceeded on to

ward theNrth WefthyWft and Wfe North

We, through low fcrbby pines, intermixed

with fome dwarf larch, Which is commonly called

juniper in Hudfon's Bay. In our road we fre-

quently faw the tracks of deer, and many mufký

oxen, as they are called there; but none of rty

companions were fo fortunate as to kill any

of them: fo that a few partridges were all we

could get to live on, and thofe were fo fcarce,
that we feldom could kill as many as would

amount to half a bird a day for each man; which,
confidering we had nothing elfe for the twenty"
four hours, was in reality next to nothing.

By this time I found that Captain Chawchin-
ahaw had· not the profperity of the undertaking
at heart; he often painted the difficulties in the
worft colours, took every method to difhearten
me and my European companions, and feveral
times hinted his defire of our returning back to
the fac:ory: but finding I was determined to

proceed, he took fuch. methods as he thought
would be moll likely to anfwer his. end; one
of which 7was, that of not adrniniftering toward
our fupport ; fb that we were a confiderable
time without'any other fubfiaence, but what our
two home-guard (Southern) Indians procured,
and the little that I and the- two European men
could kill; which was very difproportionate to

our
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69. our wants, as we had to provide for feveral wo.

men and children who were with us.
ovember. Chawchinahaw finding that this kind of treat.

ment was not likely to complete his defign, and

that we were not to be ftarved into compliance,
« at length influenced feveral of the bell Northern

Indians to defert in the night, who took with

them feveral. bags of my ammunition, fone

pieces of iron work, fuch as hatchets, ice chiffels,

fies &c, as well as feveral other ufeful articles.

Soth. When I became acquainted with this piece of

villany, I afked Chawchinahaw the reafon of fuch

behaviour. To which he anfwered, that he

knew nothing of the affair : but aš that was the

cafe, it would not be prudent, he faid, for us to

proceed any farther; adding, that he and all the

refi of his countrymen were going to firike off

another way, in order to join the remainder of

their wives and families: and after giving us a

fhort account which way to fieer our courfe for

the neareft part -of Seal River, which he faid

would be out bent way homeward, he and his

crew delivered me moft of the things which they

lhad in charge, packed up their awls, and fet out

toward the South Weft, making the woods ring

with their laughter, and left us to confider of

our unhappy fituation, near two hundred miles

from Prince of Wales's Fort, all heavily laden,

and our frength and fpirits greatly reduced by
hunger and fatigue.

Our lituation at tha,t time, though very alarmn

ing,
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ing, would not permit us to fpend muéi time in 1769

refleion; fo we loaded our fledgeg to the bel '-

advantage, (but were obliged to throw away NQvcmbef

fome bags of fhot and bal,) and immediately fet
out on our return. In the courfe of the day's
walk we were fortunate enough to kill feveral

partridges, for which we were all very thankful;

as it was the firft meal we had had for feveral

days: indeed, for the five preceding days we
had not killed as much as amounted to half a

partridge for each man; and fome days had not

a fingle mouthful. While we were is this difirefs,
the Northern Indians were by no means in want

foi as they always walked foremoft, they had ten

times the chance to kill partridges, rabbits, or
any other thing which was to be met with, than
we had. Befides this advantage, they had great
Rlocks of flour, oatmeal, and other Englifh pro.
vifions, which they had embezzled out of my
ftock during the early part of the journey; and as
one of my home Indians, called Mackachy, and
his wife, who is a Northern Indian woman, ai-
ways reforted to the Northern Indians tents, where
they got amply fupplied with provifions when
neither I nor my men had a fingle mouthful, I
have great reafon to fufpeé they had a principal
hand in the embezziement: indeed, both the
man and his wife were capable of committing
any crime, however diabolical.

This day we had fine pleafant weather for the December.

feafon of the year: we fet out early in the mor-

ng,
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6. ''g, and arrived the fame day at Seal River,
*along wich we centinued our .courfe for fe,

veral days. In our way we killed plenty of par-

tridges, and faw many deer; but the weather was

fo remarkably ferenç that the Indians only kilkd

two of the latter. By this time game was be-

come fo plentiful, that all apprehenfions of ftarv-

ing were laid afide; and though we were heavily

laden, and travelled pretty good days journeys,

yet as our fpirits were good, our firength gradu-

ally returned.

5th. In our courfe down Seal River we rnct a fran-

ger, a Northern Indian, on a hunting excurfion;

and though he had not met with any fuccefs

that day, yet he. kindly .invited us to his tent,

faying he had plenty. of -venifon at my fervice;

and told the Southern Indians, that as there

were two or three beaver houfes near bis tent,
he flhould be glad of their affiftance in taking

them, for there was only one matn anç tbree

women at the tent.

Though we were at that time far from being
in want of provifions, yet we accepted bis offer,
and fet off with our new guide for bis texit, which,

by a comparative diftance, he told us, was not

above five miles frorn the place where wç met

hirm, but we found it to be nearer fifte.en; fo
thàt it was the middle of the night before ve ar-

rived at it. When we drew near the tent, the
ufual fignal for the approach of ftrangers was giv-

en, by firing a gun or two, which was immediate

ly
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Iy anfwered by the man at the tent. On our î69,
arrival at the door, the good man of the houfe e r

came out, fhook me by the hand, and welcomed use

to his tent ; but as it .was too fmall to contain us

ail, he ordered his wornen to affift us in pitching

our tent; and in the mean time invited me and

as many of my crew as hs little habitation could

contain, and regaled us with the bel in the houfe.

The pipe went round pretty briikly, and the con-

verfation naturally turned on the treatment we

had received from Chawchinahaw and his gang ;

which was always anfwered by our hoft with,
'" Ah ! if I had been there, it fhould not have been

" fo!" when, notwithftanding his hofpitality on
the prefent occafion, he would moif affuredly have

a&ed the fame part as the others had done, if he

had been of the party.

Hlaving refrefhed ourfelves with a plentiful fup.

per, we took leave cf our hoif for a while, and
retired to our tent ; but not without being made
thoroughly fenfible that many things would be
expeEted from me, before I finally left them.

Early in the morning, my Indians affifted us in Oth.
taking the beaver houfes already mentioned ; but
the houfes being fnall, and fome of the beavers
efcaping, they only killed fix, ail of which were
cooked. the fame night, and voracioufly devoured
under the denomination of a feafi. I alfo receiv-
ed from the Indians feveral joints of venifon, to
the amount of at leaft two deer; but notwith.
fianding I was to pay for the whole, I found that
Mdackachy and his wife got ail the prime parts of

the



1769. the meat ; and on my nentioning it to 'them,
~ there was fo much clanfhip anong them, that

IDecember. they preferred making a prefent of it to Macka-

chy, to felling it to me at double the price for

which venifon fells in thofe parts: a fufficient

proof of the fingular advantage which a native

of this country has over.an Engliflaman, when at

fuch a diftance from the Company's Faaories as

to depend entirely on them for fubfiftence.

>th. Thinking I had made my fiay here long enough,
I gave orders to prepare for our departure; and
as I had purchafed plenty of meat for prefent ufe
while we were at this tent, fo I likewife procured
fuch a fupply to carry with us, as was likely to
laft us to the Fort.

8th. Early in the morning we took a final leave of
our hoif, and proceeded on ·our journey home-
wards. One of the firangers accompanied us, for
which at fir I could not fee his motive; but
foon after our arrival at the Fadory, I found that
the purport of his vifit was to be paid for the
neat, faid to be given gratis to Mackachy while

we were at his tent. The weather continued very
fine, but extremely cold; and during this part of
mny journey nothing material happened, till we
arrived fafe at Prince of Wales's Fort on the ele.
venth of December, to my own great mortifica.
tino, and to the no fmall furprife of the Governor,
who had placed great confidence in the abilities
and conduéa of Chawchinahaw.

C H A P.

A JOURNEY. TO THEIS
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C Hl A P. II.

Tranfaclions from our arrival at the Fadory, to
my leaving it again, and during'the firft part

of my fecond journey, till I had the misfortune

to break the quadrant.

Tranfac7ions at the FaElory.-.Proceed on my fecond

journey.-Arrive at Seal River.-Deer plentiful

for fome time.-Method of anglingjfJh under the ice.

-Set ourfijhing nets.-Methodof fetting nets un-

der the ice.-My guide propofes toßiay till th geefe

began tofy ; bis reafons accepted.-Pitch our tent

in the be manner.-Method of pitching a tent in

winter.-Fh plentiful for fome time ; grow very

fcarce ; in great want of provj/ons.--Manner of

employing my time.-My guide killed two deer.-

Move to the place they were lying at ; there kilfe.

veral more deer, and three beavers.-Soon in want

of provi/ons again.-Many Indians join usfrom the

Weward.-We begin to move towards the barren

·ground-Arrive at She-than-nee, and therefufer

great direfs for want of provjions.-Indians kill

twofwans and three geefe.--Geefe and other birds of

paffageplentful.-Leave She-than-nee, and arrive

at Beralzone.-One of my companions guns burßs,

andihatters bis lefit hand.-Leave Beralzone, and

Zet on the barrenground, clear ofallwoods.-Throw

away
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away ourfledges andfnowhaoes.-Each perfon take:

a load on bisb&h my part oflhe luggage.-Ex-

pofed to many hardJips.-Several days without

viéluals.-Indians kill three mu/k oxen, but for

want ofßre are obliged to eat the meat raw.-Fine

weather returns; make afire; efeés of longfajing;

Jîay a day or two to dry fome meat in thefun.-Pro-

ceed to the NorthwaYd, and arrive at Cathawhac-

haga; therefndfome tents ofIndians.-A Northern

leader called Keelchies meets us; fend a letter by

him to the Governor.-Tranfaions at Cathaw-

hachaga ; leave it, and proceed to the NAorthward.

-Meet feveral Indians.-My guide not willing to

proceed; his teafons for it.-Many more Indians

join us.-Arrive at Doobaunt While River. -Man-

ner of ferrying over rivers in the Northern Indian

canaes. No rivers in thofe parts in a ufeful dire7i-

onfor the natives.--Had nearly loi the quadrant ari I

all the powder.-Some refßec7ions on ourjituation,

and the conduc7 af the Indians. -Find the quadrant

and part of the powder.-Obferve for the latitude.

-. 9uadrant brake.-Refolve to return again to the

Fadory.

U R I N G my abfence from Prince of

Wales's Fort on my former journey, feveral
February Northern Indians arrived in great diffrefs at the

Fa&ory, and were employed in fhooting partridg-

es for the ufe of our people at the Fort. One of

thofe Indians called Conne-e-quefe faid,· he had

been very near to the famous river I was engaged

to



t~ go iqueft of. According Mr- Norton en-

gaged him and two other Northern Indians to

accompany me on this fecond attempt; but to

avoid all incùmñ1rances as -uch as poffiblei it was

thought advifable not tô'take any women*, that

the Indians might have fewer to provide for. I

would not permit any European to go with me,
but two of the home guard(Southern)Indian men

were to accompany me as before. Indeed the In-

dians, both Northern and Southern, paid fo lit-

tle attenton to Ifbefter and Merriman on my for-

mer journey, particularly in times of fcarcity,
that I was determined not to take them with me

in future; though the former was very defirous

to accompany me again, and was well calculated

to encounter the hardfhips of fuch an undertak-

ing. Merriman was quite fick of fuch excurfions,
and fo far from'offering his fervice a fecond time,
feemed to be very thankful that he was once more

arrived in fafety among his friends; for before he

got to the FaCtory he had contracled a moif vio-

lent cold.

Having come to the above refolutions, and final-

ly determined on the number of Indians that were

to accompany us, we were again fitted out with

a large fupply of ammunition, and as many other

ufefularticles as we could conveniently-take with

us

*Thiswas a propofal of the Governor's, though he well knew we coild

not do without their aliflance, both for hauling our baggage, as well as

drefing fkins for clothing, pitching out tent, getting fring, &c.
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770. us, together with a fmall fample of light trading
goods, for prefents to the Indians, as before

February. My inftru&ions on this occafion amounted to
no more than an order to proceed as faft as pof.
fible; and for my condu& during the journey,
I was referred to my former infiruétions of No.

vember 6th, 1769.

Every thing being in readinefs for our depar-

23d. ture, on the twenty-third of February I began my
fecond journey, accompanied by three Northern
Indians and two of the home-guard,(Southern) In-
dians. I took particular care, however, that
Mackachy, though an excellent hunter, fhould not
be of our party; as he had proved himfelf, dur-
ing my former journey, to be a fly artful villain.

The fnow at this time was fo deep on the top
of the ramparts, that few of the cannon were to
be feen, otherwife the Governor would have fa-
luted me at my departure, as before ; but as thofe

honours could not poffibly be of any ferdice to
my expedition, I readily reli.nquifhed every thing

of the kind; and in lieu of it, the Governor, of-

ficers, and people, infifted on giving me three

cheers.
After leaving the Fatory, we continued our

courfe in much the fame direaion as in my for.

mer journey, till we arrived at Seal River.; when,
inftead of croffing it, and walking on the barren

grounds as before, we followed the courfe of the

river, except in two particular places, where the

bends tended fo much to the South,- that by croff-

ing



ing two necks of land not more than five or fix g70
miles wide, we faved the walking of near twenty

- ý ý 1 . a March.
miles each time, and ftil came to the main river 8th.

agam.

The weather had been fo remarkably boiflerous

and changeable, that we were frequently obliged
to continue two or three nights in the fame place.

To make up for this inconveniency, deer were fo

plentiful for the firft eight or ten days, that the

Indians killed as many as was neceffary; but we
were all fo heavy laden that we could not poffibly
take much f the meat with us. This I foon per.-

ceived to be a great evil, which expofed us to fuch

frequent inconveniences, that in cafe of not kill.

ing any thing for three or four days together, we
were in great want of provifions; we feldom,
however, went to bed entirely fupperlefs till the
eighth of March; when though we had only walk-
ed about eight miles that morning, and expended
all the remainder of the day in hunting, we could
not produce a fingle thing at night, not even a
partridge ! nor had we difcerned the track of any
thing that day, which was likely to afford us
hopes of better fuccefs in the morning. This be,
ing the cafe, we prepared fome hooks and lines
ready to angle for fifh, as our tent was then by the
fide of a. lake belonging to Seal River, which
feemed by its. fituation to afford fome profpe& of
fuccefs.

Early in the morning we took down our tent,
.and moved about five. miles tothe Weft by South,

to
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tb a part of the lake that -feemed more commodi.
- ous for fifhing than that where ,we had been the

Mach.night before. As foôn as we arrived at this place,

fome were immediately employed cutting holes in
the ice, while others pitched the tent, got fire.
wood, &c.; after which, for it was early in the

morning, thofe who pitched the tent went a hunt.
ing, and at night one of them returned with a
porcupine, while thofe who were angling caught

feveral fine trout, which afforded us a plentiful
fupper, and we had fome trifle left for breakfaft.

Angling for fifh under the ice in. winter re.

quires no other procefs, than cutting round holes
in the ice from one to two feet diameter, and let.

ting down a baited hook, which is always kept in

motion, not only to prevent the water from freez.

ing fo foon as it would do if fuffered to remain
quite fill, but becaufe it is found at the fame time

to be a great means of alluring the fifh to the

hole; for it is always obferved that the fifh in

thofe parts will take a bait which is in motion,

much fooner than one that is at reif.

Early in the morninig we again purfued our
9th. angling, and all the forenoon being expended

without any fuccefs, we took down our tent and

pitched it again about eight miles farther to the

Weftward, on the fame lake, where we cut more

Loles in the ice for angling, and that night caught
feveral fine pike. The next day we moved about

roth. five miles to the South Weft, down a fmall river,

where we pitched our tent -and having fet four
fifhing



fhg ts i he coùrfe of the day we canght
- nany fin fhfli particularly pike.- trout, tittyrneg, -

and a coarfe kind offifh known in Hudfon's Bay
by the nime of Methy*.

To fet a net under the ice, it is fieft neceffaty

to afcertain its exact length, by ftretching it out

upon the ice near the part propofed for fetting it.

This being done, a number of round holes are cut

in the ice, at ten or twelve feet diffance from each

other, and as many in number as will be fuficient
to firetch the net at its full length. A line igthen

paffed under the ice by means of-a long light

pole, which is firft introduced at one of the end
holes, and, by means of two forked fticks, this

pole is eafily conduced, or paffed frot'one hole
to another, under the ice, til it arrives at th laft

The pole is then taken out, and both ends of the

line being properly fecured, is always ready for

ufe.- The net is made faft to one end of the

line by one perfon, and hauled under the ice by
a fecond; a large fnone is tied to each of the lower
corners, which ferves to keep the net expanded,
and prevents it rifing from the bottom with everg;

waft of the current. The Europeans fettled in
Hudfon's Bay proceed much in the fame mannere
though they in general take rnuch more pains;

but the'above method is found quite fufficient by
the Indians.

In order to fearch a net thus fet, the two end

G holes

*The Methy are generally caught with a hook; and the bed timeTfL
that fport ia in the night ; and if the niglat bt dark, the better.

NORTHERh OEAN
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S77Q, holes only are opened,; the line is veered away
-v--aby one perfon, and the net hauled from under

March.
the ice by another; after all the fifh are taken
out, the net is eafily hauled baék to its former
fiation, and there fecured as beforeé

As this place feemed likely to afford us a con,
fiant fupply of fifh, my guide propofed to flay
here till the geefe began to fly, which in thofe
Northern parts is feldom before the middle of
May. His reafons for fo doing feemed well
fourided : "The weather, he faid, is at this time
"too cold to walk on the barren grounds, and

the woods from this part lead fo much to the
Weftward, that were we to continue travelling
in any.tolerable fhelter, our courfe would not

"be better than Weft South Weft, which would
"only be going out of our way ; whereas, if we
"fhould remain here till the weather permit us
"to walk due North, over the barren grounds,
"we fhall then in one month get farther ad.
"vanced on our journey, than if we were to
" continue travelling all the rernainder of the

"winter in the fweep of the woods."

Thefe reafons appeared to me very judicious,
and as the plan feemed likely to be attended with
little trouble, it met with my entire approbation.
That being the cafe, we took additional pains in
building our tent, and made it as cominodious as
the materials and fituation would admit.

To pitch an Indian's tent in winter, it is firft

neceffary to fearch for a level piece of dry ground;
which



ch *,:Cannot be afcertainÉd but by thru ing a
fiick through the fnow down to the ground, all
over the propofed part. When a convenient fpot
is found, the fnow is theti cleared away in a cir-

cular form to the very mofs; and when it is proý

pofed to renain more than a night or twoin one

place, the mofs is alfo cut up and removed, as it

is very liable when, dry to take fire, and occafion

much trouble to the inhabitants. A quantity of

poles are then procured, which are generally pro-
portioned both in number and length to the fize
of the tent cloth, and the number of perfons it is
intended to contain. If one. of the poles fhould
not happen to be forked, two of them are tied
together near the top, then raifed erect, and thei:
buts or lower ends extended as wide as the pro-
pofed diameter of the tent ; the other poles are
then fet round at equal difiances from each other,
and in fuch order, that their lower ends forrn a
complete circle, which gives boundaries to the
tent on all fides t the tent cloth is then faftened
to a light pole, which is always raifed up and put
round the poles from the weather fide, fo that the
two edges that lap over and form the door are
always to the leeward. It muft be underftood
that this method is only in ufe when the Indians

iare moving from place to place every day; for
when they intend to continue any time in one

place, they always make the door of their tent to
Iface the South.

The tent cloth is ufually of thin Moofe leather,
C 4 dreffed



A JOURNE? TO THtE

dreffed and iade by the Indians, and in Ihape it
nearly refemubles a fani-mount invarted ; fo that

when the largefi curve inclofes.the bottom of the

poles, the fnialler one is always fuffcient to cover

the top; except a hole, which is defignedly left
open to ferve the double purpofe of chimney ard
window.

The fire is always made on the ground' in the

center, and the remainder of the flooi-, or bottom
of the tent, is covered all over with fmall bran.

ches of the pine tree, which ferve both for feats

and beds. A quantity of pine tops and branches

are laid round the bottom of the poles on the out-

fide, over which the eves of the tent is flaked

down ; a quantity of fnow is then packed over
al, which excludes great part of the external air,

and contributes greatly to the warnmth within,
The tent here defcribed is fuch as is made aife of

by the Southern Indians, and the fame with
which i was furnifhed at the Faclory ; for that

made ufe of by the Northern Indians is made of

different materials, and is of a quite different

ihape, as fhall be dcfcribed hereafter.

The fituation of our tent at this time was tr.
ly pleafant, particuilarly for a fpring refidence;
being on a frnall elevated point, which command-
cd an extenfive profpea over a large lake, the
fhores of which abounded with wood of different
kinds, fuch as pine, larch, birch, and poplar; and

in many places was beautifuliy contrafted with a
variety of high hUils, that fhewed their fnowy

fummrits



fixmmits above the tallea woods. About two

hundred yards from the tent was a fall, or rapid,

which the fwiftnefs of the current prevents from I

freezing in the coldeft winters. At the bottom

of this fall, which empties itfelf into the above

lake, was a fine'fheet of open water near a mile

in length, and at leafi half a mile in breadth ; by

the margin of which we had our fifhing nets fet,

all in open view from the tent.

The remaining part of this month paffed on

without any interruption, or material occurrence,
to difturb our repofe, worth relating: our fifh-

ing nets provided us with daily food, and the In-

dians had too much philofophy about them to

give themfelves much additional trouble; for

during the whole time not one of them offered

to look for a partridge, or any thing elfe which

could yield a change of diet.

As the time may now be fuppofed to have lain
heavy on my hands, it may not be improper to

inform the reader how I employed it. In the firft
place, I embraced every favourable opportunity

of obferving the latitude of the place, the mean of

which was 58° 46' 30" North; and the longitudc
by account was 5° 57' Weft, frorm Prince of

Wales's Fort. I then correced my reckoning

from my laft obfervation; brought up my.jour.

nal, and filled up my chart, to the place of our
refidence. I built alfo fome traps, and caught a
few martins ; and by way of faving my ammuni-

tion, fet fome fnares for partridges. The former
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is performed by means Qf a few Iogs, fo arranged
. that when the martin attempts to take away the

bait laid for him, he with very little ftruggle pulls

down a fmall pof that fupports the whole weight

of the trap ; when, if the animal be not killed by

the weight of the logs, he is confined till he be

frozen to death, or killed by the hunter going

his rounds.

To fnare partridges requires no other procefs

than making a few littie hedges acrofs a creek, or

a few fhort hedges projecting at right angles from

the fide of an ifland of willows, which thofe birds

are found to frequent. Several openings muf

be left in each hedge, to admit the birds to pafs

through, and in each of them a fnare muif be fet;

fo that when the partridges are hopping along the

edge of the willows to feed, which is their ufual

cufiom, fome of them foon get into the fnares,
where they are confined tilt they are taken out.

I have caught from three to ten partridges in a

day by this fimple contrivance; which requires

no farther attendance than going round them

night and morning.

I have already obferved that nothing naterial

happened to dinfurb our repofe till the firft of

.April, when to our great furprife the fifhing nets

did not afford us a fingle fifh. Thougli fome of

the preceding days had been pretty fuccefsful,

yet my companions, like true Indians, feldom

went to fleep till they had cleared the tent of

çvery article of provifion. As nothing was to be

caught
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caught in the nets, we a.l went out to angle 70
but in this we were equally unfuccefsful, as we

Ahs- pril1could not procure one fifh the whole day. This

fudden change of circumftances alarmed one of

my companions fo much, that he began to think
of refuming the ufe of his gun, after having laid
it by for near a month.

Early in the morning we arofe; when my guide
Conne-e-quefe went a hunting, and the reft at-
tended the nets and hooks near home ; but all
with fuch bad fuccefs, that we could not procure
enough in one day to ferve two men for a fupper.
This, inftead of awakening the reif of my com-
panions, fent them to fleep; and fcarcely any
of them had the prudence to look at the fifhing
nets, though they were not more than two or
three hundred yards from the tent door.

My guide, who was a fReady man, and an ex-
cellent hunter, having for many years been ac-
cuftomed to provide for a large famîly, feenied
by far the moni indufirious of all my crew'; he
clofely purfued his hunting for feveral days, and
feldom returned to the tent till after dark, while
thofe at the tent paffed moft of their time in
fmoking and fleeping.

Several days paffed without any figns of relief,
till the xoth, when my guide continued out Ion- zotb.
ger than ordinary, which made us conje&ure that
he had met with firangers, or feen fome deer, or
other game, which occafioned his delay. We all
therefore lay down to fleep, having had but little

refreih.
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refreihment for the three preceding days, except
à pipe of tobacco and a draught -of water; even

partridges had become fo fcarce that not one was
to be got ; the heavy thaws had driven them ail
out towards the barren grouids. About mid-

pight, to our great joy, our hunter arrived, and

brought with him the blood and fragments of
two deer that he had killed. This unexpe&ed

fuccefs foon roufed the fleepers, who, in an in-

fiant were bufUIy eiployed in cooking a large

kettle of broth, made with the blood, and fome

fat and fcraps of meat fhred fmall, boiled in it.

This miglit be reckoned a dainty difh at any time,
but was more particularly fo in our prefent almoft

famifhed condition.
After partaking of this refrefhiment, we refum-

edour reif, and ear]y in the morning fet out in a
body for the place where the deer were lying.

As we intended to make our fiay but fhort, we

left our tent fianding, contaihing all our bag.

gage. On our arrival at the place of deflination,

;th. fome were immediately employed in makling a
hut or barrocado, with young pine trees; while

one man fkinned the deer. the remainder went a

hunting, and in the afternoon returned to the

but, after having killed two deer.

Several days were now fpent in feafling and

gluttony ; during -which the Indians killed five

more deer and three fine beavers; finding at

laif, however, that there was little profped of

procuring e'ther more deer or beavers, we deter-

mined



ined to returxi to our tent, with the remains of

hat we had aiready obtained.

The flefh of thefe deer, though none of the

argeft, miglt with frugality have ferved our
mall number, (beiing only fiîx for fome time
ut my companions, like other Indians, feafled

ay and night while it lafted ; and were fo indo-
ent and unthinking, as not to attend properly

to the fdfhing-nets; fo that many fine fifl, which
ad been entangled in the nets, were entirely

Tpoiled, and in about twelve or fourteen days we
were nearly in as great diftrefs for provifions asrver.

During the courfe of our long inactivity, Saw-
fop-o-kifhac, commonly called Soffop, my princi-

pal Southern Indian, as he was cutting fome
þirch for fpoons, difhes, and other neceffary

Soufehodd furniture, had the misfortune to cut

4is leg in fuch a minner as to be incapable of

alking ; and the other Southern Indian, though
a much younger man, was fo indolent as not to

-be of any fervice to me, except hauiing part of

,our luggage, and eating up part of the provifrons
which had been provided by the more indufirious,
part of my companions,

On the twenty-fourth, early in the day, a great 2ýth.

body of Indians was feen to the South Weft, on
the large lake by the fide of which our tent flood.
On their arrival at our tent we difcovered them
to be the wives and families of the Northern In-
dian goofe hunters, who were gone to Prince of

Wales's
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1y70. Wales's Fort to attend the feafon. They were
bound toward the barren ground, there to wait

z th· the return of their hufbands and relations from

the Fort, after the termination of the goofe-

feafon.

My guide having for fome days paft determin- I
ed to move toward the barren ground, this

morning we took down our tent, packed up our

luggage, and proceeded to the Eaftward in the

fame track we came; but Soffop being fo lame

as to be obliged to be hauled on a fledge, I eafily

prevailed on two of the Indians who Lad joined

us on the 24 th, and who v rere purfuing the fame

road, to perform this fervice for him.

29 th. After two days good walking in our old tràck,
we arrived at a part of Seal River called She.

than-nee, where we pitched our tent and fet both

our fifhing-nets, intending to fay there till the

geefe began to fly. Though we had feen feveral

fwans and fome geefe flying to the Northward, it

was the thirteenth of May before we could pro.

i3th. cure any. On that day the Indians killed two

fwans and three geefe. This in fome meafure

alleviated our diftrefs, which at that time was

very great; having had no other fubfiftence for

five or fix days, than a few cranberries, that we

gathered from the dry ridges where the fnow was

thawed away in fpots; for though we fet our

fifhing-nets in the beftjudged places, and angled

at every part that was likely to afford fuccefs, we

only caught three fmall fiflh during the whole
tiet



The

I
e. Many of the Northern Indians, who had 1770.

oined us on the 24 th of April, remained in our

ompany for fome time; and though I well

new they. had had a plentiful winter, and had

hen good ftocks of dried meat by them, and

ere alfo acquainted with our diftrefs,. they ne-

vee gave me or my Southern companions the

eaft fupply, although they had in fecret amply

provided for our Northern guides.

By the nineteenth, the. geefe, fwans, ducks, , 9 th.

gulls, and other birds of paffage, were fo plentiful

that we killed every day as many as were fuffici-

ent for our fupport; ànd having ftopped a few

days to recruit our fpirits after fo long a faft, on

the twenty-third we began once more to pro- za.
ceed toward the barren ground. Soffop having

now perfe6tly recovered from his late riisfortune,

every thing feemed to have a favourable appear-

nce; efþecially as my crew had been augmented

o twelve perfons, by the addition of one of my

guide's wives, and five others, whom I lhad en-

gaged to affift in carrying our luggage; and I

well knew, from the feafon of the year, that

hauling would foon be at an end for the fum.

mer.

The thaws having been by this time fo great as

to render travelling in the woods almoft imprac-

qticable, we continue our courfe to the Eaft on
eal River, about fixteen miles farther, when we

came to a fmiall river, and a firing of lakes con-
neded with it, that tended to the North.
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1770-.- The weather for fome time was remarkably
fine and pleafant. Game of al' kinds was ex.
ceedingly plentiful, and we continued our courfe
to the Northward on the above river and lakes

ZR. till the firft of June, when we arrived at a place
called Beralzone. In our way thithei, befide kill.
ing more geefe than was neceffary, we fhot t4vo
deer. One of my companions had now the mif.

fortune to fhatter his hand very much by the
burfting of a gun; but as no bones were broken,
I bound up the wound, and with the affiftance of
fome of Turlington's drops, yellow bafilicon, &c.
which I had with me, foon reftored the ufe of his
hand; fo that in a very fhort time he feemed to
be out of all danger.

4th. After ftopping a few days at Beralzone, to dry
a .ittle venifon and a few geefe, we again pro.
ceeded to the Northward on the barren.ground;

for on our leaving this place we foon got clear of
all the woods.

5 th. The fnow was by this .time fo foft as to render
walking in fnow-fhoes very laborious; and
though the ground was bare in many places, yet
at times, and in particular places, the fnow-drifts
were fo deep, that we could not poffibly do with.

6th. out them. By the fixth, however, the thaWs
were fo general, and the fnows fo much melted,
that as our fnow-fhoes were attended with more
trouble than fervice, we ail confented to throw

ioth. them away. Tilil the tenth, our fledges proved
ferviceable, particularly in croffing lakes and

ponds
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-ponds on the ice; but that -mode of travelling
now growing dangerous on account of the great

thaws, we determined to throw away our fledg.

es, and every one to take a load on his back.
This I found to be nuch harder work than the

winter carriage, as my part of the luggage con-
fifted of the following articles, viz. the quadrant

and its ftand, a trunk containing books, papers,
&c. a land-compafs, and a large bag containing

all my wearing apparel; alfo a hatchet, knives,
files, &c. befide feveral fmall articles, intended

for prefents to the natives. The aukwardnefs of
my load, added to its great weight, which was
upward of fixty pounds, and the exceffive heat
of the weather, rendered walking the moft labo.

nous tak I had ever encountered ; and what
confiderabiy increafed the hardfhip, was the bad.

nefs of the road, and the coarfenefs of our lodg-
ing, being, on account of the want of proper
tents, expofed to the utmoft feverity of the wea-
ther. The tent we had with us was not only too
large, and unfit foi- barren groun d fervice, where
no poles were to be got, but we had been obliged
to cut it up for Ihioes, and each perfon carried
his own fhare. Indeed my guide behaved both
negligently and ungeneroufly on this occafion;
as he never made me, or my Southern Indians,
acquainted with the nature of pitching tents on
the barren ground; which iad he done, we
could eafily have procured a fet of poles before
we left the woods, He took care, howevèr, to

procure
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procure a fet for himfelf and his wife; and when
the tent was divided, though he made fhift to get
a piece large enough to ferve hir for a complete

little tent, he never afked me or my Southern

Indians to put our heads intoit.

Befide the inconvenience of being expofed to

the open air, night and day, in all weathers, we

experienced real diffrefs from the want of victu.

als. When provifions were procured, it often

happened that we could not make a fire, fo that

we were obliged to eat the meat quite raw;

which at firft, in the article of fifh particularly,

was as little relifhed by my Southern companions

as myfelf.

Notwithftanding thefe accurnulated and com.

plicated hardfhips, we continued in perfect health

and good fpirits ; and my guide, though a per.

fect niggard of his provifions, efpecially in times

of fcarcity, gave us the ftrongeft affurance of

foon arriving at a plentiful country, which

would not only afford us a certain fupply of pro.

vifions, but where we fhould meet wi^h other

Indians, who probably would be willing to carry

part of our luggage. This news naturally gave

us great confolation ; for at that time the weight

of our confant loads was fo great, that when

Providence threw any thing in our way, we

could not carry above two days provifions with

us, which indeed was the chief reafon of our be.

ing fo frequently in want.

2-d. From the twentieth to the twenty-third we
walked
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walked every day near twenty miles, without

any other fubfifence than a pipe of tobacco, and.
a drink of water when we pleafed-: even par-
tridges and gulls, which fome time before were
in great plenty, and eafily procured, were now fo
fcarce and fhy, that we could rarely get one; and
as to geefe, ducks, &c. they had all flown to the
Northward to breed and molt.

Early in the morning of the twenty-third, we
fet out as ufual, but had not walked above feven
or eight miles before we faw three mufk-oxen
grazing by the fide of a fmall lake. The Indi-
ans immediately went in purfuit of them; and
as fome of the'm were expert hunters, they foon
killed the whole of them. This was no doubt
very fortunate ; ·but, to our great mortification,
before we could get one of them fkinned, fuch a
fall of rain came on, as to put it quite out of our
power to make a fire; which, even in the finefc
weather, could only be made of mofs, as we were
near an hundred miles from any woods. This
was poor comfort for people who had not broke
their faft for four or five days. Neceffity, how
ever, has no law; and having been before initi-
ated into the method of eating raw meat, we
were the better prepared for this repaft: but this-
was by no means fo well relifhed, either by me
or the Southern Indians, as either raw venifon'or
raw fifh had been: for the flefh of the nufk-ox
is not only coarfe and tough, but fmells and
tafles fo ftrong of mufk as to make it very difa-

agreeable
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1770. réeable whn ,raw, though it is tolerable eàting

when properly cooked. The weather continued fo

remarkably bad, accornpanied with conaant hea.

vy rai, fnow and fleet, and our necéflities were

fo great by the time the weather permitted us to

make a fire, that we had nearly eat to the amount

of one buffalo quite raw,
Notwithilanding I muftered up all my philofo.

phy on this occafion, yet I muft confefs that my

fpirits began to fait me. Indeëd our other mis-

fortunes were greatly aggravated by the incle.

mency of the weather, which j*as not only cold,

but fo very wet that for near three days and

nights, I had not one dry thread about me. When

the fine weather returned, we made a fire, though

it was ouly of mofs, as I have already obferved;

and having got my cloaths dry., all things feem.

ed likely to go on in the old channel, though

that was indifferent enough; but I endeavoured,

like a failor after a ftorm, to forget pali misfor.

tunes.
None of our natural wants, if we except thirf,

are fo dilireffing, or hard to endure, as hunger;

and- in wandering fituations, like that which I

now experienced, the hardfhip is greatly aggra.

vated by the uncertainty with refpect to its du.

ration,' and the means mofi proper to be ufed to

renove it, as- well as by the labour and fatigue

we muft neceffarily undergo for that purpofe,

and the difappointments which too frequently

fruftrate our beif concerted plans and moft íire-

nuOuS
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nuous exertions i not only enfeebles the body
but diepreffes the fpirits, in fpite of every. effort to
prevent it. Befedes, for want of a&ion the a.p-t.o
mach fo far lofes its digeftive powers, that after

long faffing it refumes its office with pain and
reluaance. During this journey I have too fre-
quently experienced the dreadful effe&s of this

calamity, and more than once been reduced to
fo low a fiate by hunger and fatigue, that .wlien
Providence threw any thing in my way, my ft-.
mach has fcarcely been able to retain more than
two or three ounces, without producing the

moft oppreffive pain. Another difagreeable cir.

cumftance of long fafting is, the extreme diffi-

culty and pain attending the natural evacuations
for the firf time; and which is fo dreadful, that
of it none but thofe who have experienced can
have an adequate idea.

To record in detail each day's fare fince the
commencement of this journey, would be little

more than a dull repetition of the fame occur-
rencés. A fufficient idea of it may be given in a
few words, by obferving that it may jufily be faid
to have been either aIl feýaRfing, or all famine:
fometimes we had too much, feldom juft-enough,
frequently too little, and often ncne at all. It
will be only neceffary to fay that we have fafted
nany times two whole days and nights; twice

upwards of three days'; and once, while at She.
than-nee, near feven days, duriag which we taft-
ed not a mouthful of any thing, except a few

D_ cran-
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da éie rater, fcraps of old leather, and
-- bunt bonesd On thofe prefng occafions I have

é frequently feen the Indians examine their ward-

-rcbe, hih confifted chiefly of fkin-cIothing,
and éonfider what part çould belt be fpared;

-bMeim-tes a piece of an old, half-rotten deer fkin,
and at others a pair of old fhoes, were facrifieed

to alleviate extreme hunger. The relatiôn of

fxcï uncommon hardfhips may perhaps gain lit-

tie credit in Europe ; while thfÇd who are con.

verfant with the hi4lory of Hudfon's Bay, and

who are thoroughly acquaiinted with the diftrs

which the natives of the country about it fre-

quently endure, may confider them as no more

than the common occurrences of an Indian life,
in which they are frequently driven to the ne-

ceidity of eating one another.*

Knowing

lt is the general opinion of the Southern Indians, that when any of

their tribe have been driven to the neceffity of eating human flefh, they

become fo fond of it, that no perfon is fafe in their company. And

though it is well known they are never guilty of making this horrid repaft

but when driven to it boy necefEty, yet thofe who have made it are not

only hnrinned, but fo univerfally detefted by all who gnow them, that no

Indians will tent. with then, and they are frequeitly m urdered flily. I

have.feen feveral of thofe poor wretches who, unfortunately for thenr,

have come under the above defcription, ard though they were perfons

much efleemed before hunger had driven them to this a&, were after-

wards fo univerfally defpifed and negleced, that a fnile never graced

their countenances: deep meekncholy bas been feated on their brows,

while the eye nioft expreffively fpoke the diaates of the heart, and

feemed to fay, " Why do you defpife me for rmy misfortunes? the peri-

4 od is probably not farsiitant, whea you may be drivesn to the like ne-

"ceffity !>

In the Spring of the year 1775, when I was building Cumberland

Houfe,



Knowing that our confant loads would fot
permit us to carry much provifions with us, we -

.nJun
agreed to continue a day or two to refrefh aur- Junel

felves, and to dry a little meat in the fun, as it
thereby not only becomes more portable, but is

always ready for ufe. . On the twenty-fixth, all z6th.

that remained of the mufk-ox fiefh being proper-

ly dried and fit for carriage, we began to pro-

ceed on our journey Northward, and on the thir-
tieth of June arrived at a fmall river, called Ca- soth.

thawhachaga, which empties itfelf into a large
lake called Yath-kyed-whoie, or' White Snow
Lake. Here we found -feveral tents of Northern
Indians, who -had been fome time employed
fpearing deer in their canoes, as they croffed the
above mentioned little river. Here alfa we met

D '2' a Nor-

Houfe, an Indian, whofe name was wapoos, came to the fettlement, at a

time when fifteen tents of lndians were on the plantations: they examin-

cd him very minutely, and found he had corne a confiderable way by him-

feif, without a gun, or ammunition. This made many of them conjec-

ture he had met with, and killed, rume perfon by the way; and this was

the more eafnly credited, from the care he took to conceal a bag of provili-

ons, which be had brought with him, in a lofty pine-tree Pear the houfe.

Being a franger, I invited him in, though I faw he had notiring for

trade; and during that interview, fome of the Indian women examined his

bag, and gave it as their opinion that the meat it contained was human

Befh: in confequence, it was not without the interference of fome princi.

pal Indians, whofe liberality of fentiment vas more extenfive than that ia
the others, the pour creature faved his life. IMany of the men cleaned

and loaded their guns; others had their bows and arrows ready; and even
the women tool poffeflion of the hatchets, to kill this poor inoffenlive

wre*tch, for no crime but that of travelling about two hlundred miles by
himfelf, unalifted by fire-arms for fupport in his journey.
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a Northern Indian Leader, or Captain, called
Keelfhies, and a fmall party of his crew, who

JuIy.
were bound to Prince of-Wales's Fort, with furs

and other commnodities for trade. When Keel-

fhies was made acquainted with the intent of my

journey, he readily offered his fervice to bring me

any thing from the Faclory that we were likely

to fland in need of; and though we were then

in latitude 63; North, and longit de 7° I2'

Weft from Churchill, yet he prormifed to join us

again, at a place appointed by my guide, by the

fetting in of the Winter. In confequence of this

offer, I looked over our"ammunition and other

articles; and finding that a little, powder, fhot,

tobacco, and a few knives, were likely to be of

fervice before the journey could be completed, I
determined to fend a letter to the governor of

Prince of Wales's Fort, to advife him of my fitu.

atior, and to defire him to fend by the bearer a

certain quantity of the above articles; on which

Keelfhies and his crew proceeded on their jour.

ney for the Fadory the fame day.

Cathawhachaga was the only river we had feen

fince the breaking up- of the ice that we could

not ford; and as we had not any canoes with us,

we were obliged to get ferried acrofs by the

firange Indians. When we arrived on the North

fide of this river, where the Indians refided, my

guide propofed to flop fome' time, to dry and

pound fome meat to take with us; to which I
readily confented. We alfo fet our fifhing-nets,

and
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and caught a confiderable quantity of very fine
fifh; fuch as tittemeg, barble, &c.

The number of deer which .croffed Cathawha.

chaga, during our ftay there, was by no reans
equal-to our expectations, and no more than juft
fufficient to fupply our prefent wants; fo that
after waiting feveral days in fruitlefs expe&ati-
on, we began to prepare for moving; and ac-
cordingly, on the fixth of July, we fet out, Eth.
though we had not at that time as much viau-
als belonging to our company as would furnifh
us a fupper. During our ftay here, we had each
day got as much fifh or flefh as was fufficient for
prefent expenditure; but, being in hopes of bete
ter times, faved none.

Before we left Cathawhachaga, I made feveral
obfervations for the latitude, and fóund it to be
63° 4' North. I alfo brought up my journal,
and filled up my chart to that time. Every
thing being now ready for our departure, my
guide informed me that in a few days a canoe
would be abfolutely neceffary, to .enable us to
crofs fome unfordable riyers which we fhould
meet, and could not avoid. This induced me to
purchafe one at the eafy rate of a fingle knife, the
full value of which did not exceed one penny.
It muft be obferved, that the man who fold the
canoe had no farther occafion for it, and was glad
to take what he could get; but had he been tho-
roughly acquainted with our neceffities he moft
affuredly would have had the confcience to

have
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have afied goods to the amount of ten beaver

- kms, at leant.
Ju : This additional piece of luggage obiged me to

engage another Indian; and we were Iucky
enough at that time to meet with a poor forlora
fellow, who was fond of the ofice, having neverbeen in a much better fiate than that of a bea of
burthen. Thus, providede with a canoe, and aman to carry it, we left Cathawhachaga, as has
been obferved, on the fixth of July, and conti.
nued our courfe to the North by Weft, and North
North Wef; adJ that night put up by the fide
of a fruall bay of Whit, Snow Lake, where weanged,ý and caught feveral fine trout, fome of
which weighed not lefs than fourteen or fixteenpounds. In the night heavy rai came on, which

9th. continued three days but the ninth p ine,
weather, and the fun difplaying his beams very
powerfully, we dried our clothes, and proceeded
to the Northward. Toward the evening, how.ever, it began again to rain fo exceßiively, that it
was with much difdiculty we kept our powder and
books dry.

17th. On the feventeenth, we faw many mufk.xen
feverai of which the Indians killed; when we
agreed to ftay here a day or two, to dry and
pound * fome of the carcafes to take with us.

The
t To prepare meat in this manner,..it requires no farther operationthan cotting the jean parts of the animal into thin flices, and drying it

rd th fun, or by a flow fire, tilt, ater beating it between two.flanes, t isreduce to a coaifc powder.
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The fki of any anima, when itis thus e

is not only hearty food, but is always readyn for
ufe, and at the fame time very portable. la roet

parts of Hudfon's Bay it is known by the name

of Thew-hagon, but amongli the Norther Bdi.
ans it is called Achees.;

Having prepared as much dried Reffi as wi
could tranfport, we proceeded to the Northwardý

and at our departure left a great quantity of meat

behind us, which we could neither eat- nor carr1
away. This was nlot the firft time we had fo done;
and however wafteful it may appear, it Is a prac-
tice fo common among all the frdian tribes, as
to be thought nothing of. On the twenty-fe-.
cond, we met feveral ftrangers, whom we joined
in purfuit of the deer, &c. which were- at this
time fo plentiful, that we got every day a fuffiE
cient number for our fiapport, and indeed too
frequently killed feveral merely for the tongues,
narrow, and fat.

After we had been fome time in company with
thofe Indians, I found that my guide feemed to
hefitate about proceeding any farther; and that
he kept pirching his tent backward and forward,
from place to place, after the deer, and the reft .
of the Indians. On my al&ing him his reafori for
fo doing; he anfwered, that as the year was too
far advanced to admit of oùur arrival at the Cop.
permine River that Summer, he thought it more
advifable to pafs the Winter with fome of the
Indians then in company, and alleged that there

could
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S b fear of our arriving at that river

-ç- earlyin the Sumîer of one thQufand feven hun-

dred and feventy-one. A.s I could not pretend

to Contradict him, I was entirely reconciled to his

propofal; and accordingly we kept moving to the

Wefkward with the other Indians. In a few

days, marny others joined us from different quar-

,th, ters ; fo that by the thirtieth of July we had in

all above feventy tents, which did not contain

lefs than fix hundred perfons. Indeed our en-

campment at night had the appearance of a fmall

town; and in the norning, when we began to

move, the whole ground (at leaft for a large

fpace all round) feetned to be alive, , with men,
women, children, and dogs. Though -the land

was entirely barren, and deftitute of every kind

of herbage, except wifh-a-capucca * and mofs, yet

the deer were fo numerous that the Indians not

only.killed as many as were fufficient for our large

number, but often feveral merely for the ikins,

tnarrow, &c. and left the carcafes to rot, or to be

devoured by the wolves, foxes, and otier beaf

of prey.

in our way to the Weftward we came to feveral

rivers, which, though fmall and of no note, were

fo.deep as notto be fordable, particularly Doo-

bgunt Rivert. On thofe occafions only, we
had

* Wilh-a-capudca is the naine given by the natives to a plant which is

found all over the country bordering on Hudfon's Bay; and an infuslla

oftit iz ufed astea by all the Furopeans fettled in that country.

† This river, as well a& all others deferving that appellation which!

crofled
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had recourfe to our canoe, whicb, though ofhe

coMmon fize, was too fmali to carry more than.'

two perfons; one of whom always lies down atAu

fuil length for fear of making the canoe top-lhea-
vy, and the other fits on his heels and paddles.
This method of ferrying over rivers, though
tedious, is the moft expeditious way thefe poor
people can contrive; for they are fometimes ob-
liged to carry their eanoes one hundred and fifty,
or two hundred miles, without having occafion
to make ufe of them ; yet at -times they cannot
do without them; and were they not very fmall
and portable, it would be impoffible for one man
to carry them, which they are often obliged to
do, not only the diftance above mentioned, but
even the whole Summer.

The perfon I engaged at Cathawhachaga to car- 6th.

ry my canoe proving too weak for the tafk, ano.
ther of my crew was. obliged to exchange loads
with him, which feemed perfec'tly:agreeable to all

parties; and as we walked but fhort days jour-
nies, and deer were very plentiful, all things went
on every fmoothly. Nothing material happened
till the eighth, when we were near lofing the Sth
quadrant and all our powder from the following
circumftance: the fellow who had been releafed
from carrying the canoe proving too weak, as.hath

been

croffed during this part of my journey, ran to.the Eaft and North Eaft;
and both them and the lakes were perfealy frefh, and inhabited by fifh
,hat are well knówn never to frequent fait water.
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.een already obferved, had, after the exchange,

nothing to carry but my pwrder and his own

trifles ; the latter:were indeed very inconfidera.

ble, not equal in fiae and weight to a foldier's

knapfack, As I intended to, have a little fport

with the deer, and knowing his load to be much

Iighter than mine, I gave him the quadrant and

fiand to carry, which he took without theileafi

hefitation, or feening ill-wilI. Having thus eaf.

ed myfelf for the prefent #-a heavy and cumber.

fome part of ny load, I fet out, early in the mor.

ning with fome of the Indian men ; and after walk.

ing about eight or nine miles, faw, from the top

of a high hill, a great number of 'deer feeding in a

neighbouring valley; on which we laid down our

loads and ereded a flag, as a fignal for the others

to pitch their tents there for the night. We then

purfued our hunting, which proved very fuccefl

fui. At nrght, however, when we came to the

hilI where we had left our baggage, I found that

only part of the Indians had arrived, and that the

maa who had been entruled with mry powder

and quadrant, had fet off another way, with a

fmall party of Indians that had been in our com

pany that morning. The evening being far ad-
vanced, we were obliged to defer going in fearch

of him till the norning, and as his track could

not be eafily difcovered in the Summer, the South.

ern Indians, as well as myfelf, were very uneafy,

fearing we had loft the powder, which was to pro.

vide us with food an.d raaiment the remainder of

our
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our-journey. The very uncourteous behaviou

of the Northern Indians then in company, gave.
me little hopes of receiving affiftance from them,

any longer than I had wherewithal to reward theinm

for their trouble and expence; for during the
whole time I had been with them, not one of them.
had offered to give me the leaft morfel of vicluals,.
without afking fomçthing in exchangej, which, in
general, was three times the value of what they
could have got for the fame articles, had they car-
ried them to the Factory, though feveral hundre4
miles diftant.

So inconfiderate were thofe people, that wher-
ever they met me, they always expeCed that I
had a great affortment of goods to relieve their
neceffities; as if I had brought the Company's.
warehoufe with me. Some of them wanted
g'uns; all wanted ammunition, iron-work , and
tobacco ; many were folicitous for medicine; and
others preffed me for different articles of clothing
but when they found I had nothing to fpare, ex-
cept a few nick-nacks and gewgaws, they made
no fcruple of pronouncing me a " poor fervant,

noways like the Governor at the Fa&ory, who,
"they faid, they never faw, but he gave them
" fomething ufeful." It is fcarcely poffible to
conceive any people fo void of commor. under-
flanding, as to think that the fole intent of my
undertaking this fatiguing journey, was to car,
ry a large affortment of ufeful and heavy imple-
Ments, to give to all that ftood in need of themr;

but



44 A JOURNEY TO THE

but nany of them would afk me for what they
'.-ý- wanted with the fame freedoî,- and apparently

with the ,fame hopes of fuccefs, as if they had

been at one of the Company's Fa&ories. Others,
with an air of more generofity, offered me furs
to trade with at the fame ftandard as at the Fado.
ry; without confidering how unlikely it was that
I fhould increafe the enormous weight of my load
with articles which.could be of no more ufe to me
in my prefent fituation than they were to them.
felves.

This unaccountable behaviour of the Indians
occafioned much ferious refleaion on my part;
as it lhowed plainly how little I had to expe& if
I fhould, by any accident, be reduced to the ne.
ceffity of depending upon them for fupport ; fo
that, though I laid me down to reif, fleep was a
firanger to me that night. The following beauti.
fut lines of Dr. Young I repeated above an hun.
dred times:

"Tired Nature's fweet ieflorer, balmy Sleep;

He. like the world, hi ready viit pays

Where fo:tune fmiles; the wretched he forfakes:

" Swift on 1- is downy pinions flics from woe,

And lights on lids unfully'd with a tear." NIGHTTHoUCHT,

9th. After paffing the night in this melancholy
manner, i got up at day-break, and, with the two
Southern Indians, fet out in queft of our defer
ter. Many hours elapfed in fruitlefs fearch after
him, as we could not difcover a fingle trackin
the direction which we were informed he had

taken.
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taken. The day being almoif fpent without the
leafi appearance of fuccefs, I propofed repairing
to the place where I had delivered the quadrant "ana
to him, in hopes of feeing fome track in the mofs

that might lead to the way the Indians were gone
whom our deferter had accompanied. -On our
arrival at that place, we found they.had ftruck
down toward a little river which they had croff.
ed the morning before ; and there, to our great
joy, we found the quadrant and the bag of pow.
der lying on the top- of a high ftone, but not a
human being was to be feen. On examining the
powder, we found that the bag had been opened,
and part of it taken out; but, notwithftanding
our lofs was very confiderable, we returned with
light hearts to the place at which we had been
the night before, wliere we found our baggage
fafe, but all the Indians gone: they had, howe-
ver, been fo confiderate as to fet up marks to
dire& us what courfe 'to fleer. By- the tinie we
had adjufted our bundles, the day was quite fpent;
feeing, however, a fmoke, or rather a fire, in the
direclion we were ordered to fteer, we bent our
way towards it.; and a little after ten o'clock at
night came up with the main body of the Indi-
ans; when, after refrefhing ourfelves with a
plentiful fupper, the firif morfel we had tafted
that day, we retired to reif, which I at leaft en.
joyed with better fuccefs than the preceding night.

In the morning of the eleventh we proceeded on zith.
to the Weft, and Weft by South but on the

twelfth
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twelfth did not move. This gave us an oppr
Stunity of endeavouring to afcertain the atitude
by a meredian altitude, when we found the place

to be in 63 j o' North nearly. It proving rather

cloudy about noon, though exceeding fine wea.
ther, I let. the quadrant ftand, in·order to obtain

the latitude more exactly by two altitudes ; but,
to my great mortification, while I was eating mv

dinner, a fudden guft of wind blew it down;
and as the ground where it flood was very ftoney,
the bubble, the fight-vane, and vernier, were en.

tirely broke to pieces, which rendered the inftru.
ment ufelefs. In confequence of this misfortune

Xrefolved to return again to the Fort, thouglh we
were then in the latitude of 63 1o' North, and

about 1O° 40' Wea longitude from Churchill

River.

C H A P,
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C H A P. IIr.

Tranfaclions from the Time the Quadrant was
broken, till I arrived at the Faâory.

Severalirange Indiansjoin zs from the Northward.-

T(hey plunderedme of ail Ihad; but did nlot plunder

the Southern Indians.-My guide plundered.-We

begin our return to the Faéory.-Meet wit. other

Indians, who jin our company.-Colleéå deer,4ins

for clothing, but could not get tbem drefed.-Sufer

mnuch hardfhip from the want of tents and warn

clthing.-MAßof the Indians leave us.-Meet kvith
Matonabbee.-Sone account ofhin, and bis behavi-

our to. me and the Southern indians.-We rem-in in

bis companyforne time.-His obfer.vations on my two

unfuccefsful attenpts.-We leave him, andproceed

to a place to wbich he direéîed us, in order to make

fnow-fhoes and.fledges.-oin Matonabbee again,
and proceed towards the Faélory in bis company.-

Ammunition runsfhrt.-Myfelf and four Indians

fet of pa for the FaJory.-Much bewildered in a

fnowfßorn; my dog is frozen to death ; we lie in a
bufb of willow.s.--Proceed on our journey.--Great

difculty in crojing a jumble of rocks.-Arrive at

the Fort.

'IeHE day after I had the misfortune to break
the quadrant, feveral Indians joined me %.-- -

from the Northward, forMe of whom plundered uft.

me

,47
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me and my companions of almoft every u'eful ar
ticle we had, among which ws my gun; and

notwithftanding we .were then on the point of

returning to the Faaory, yet, as one of my com-
panions'-guns was a little out of order, the lofs

was likely to be feverely felt; but it not being
in my power to recover it again, we were oblig.

ed to reft contented.

Nothing can exceed the cool deliberation of

thofe villains; a committee of them entered my

tent*. The ringleader feated himfelf on my left.

hand. They firif begged me to lend them my
lkipertogan † to fill a pipe of tobacco. After
fmokirg two or three pipes, -they afked me for
feveral articles which I had not, and among others
for a pack of cards; but on my anfwering that I
had not any of the articles they mentioned, one
of them put his hand on my baggage, and afked
if it was mine. Before I could anfwer in the af.
firmative, he and the reft of his companions (fix
in number) had all my treafure fpread on the
ground. One took one thing, and another ano-
ther, till at larfiothing was left but the empty
bag, which they permitted me to keep. At

length

* This only conifned of three walking-flicks thuck into the ground,

and a blanket thrown over them.

† Skipertogan is a fmall bag th'at contains a flint and fleel, alfo a pipe

and tobacco, as well as touchwood. &c. for naking a fire. Some of thefe

bags may be called truly elegant; being richly ornarnented with beads,

porcupine-quills, morfe-hair, &c. a work always performed by the wo-

men; and they are, with much propriety, greatly elteemaed by mot

ropeans for the neatnefs of their workmanfhip.
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the Fa&ory, U fhould want a knife to cut My vic
tuals, an awl to mend my fhoes, and a needie to

rnend my other clothing, they readily gave me

thefe articles, though not without making me

underftand that I ought to look upon it as a great
favour. Finding them poffeffed of fo much ge-
nerofity, I ventured to folicit them for my ra.

zors; but thinking that one would be fuflicient

to fhave me during my paffage home, they made
no fcruple to keep the other ; luckily they chofe

the wort. To complete their generofity, they
perritted me to take as much foap as I thoughlt

would be fufficient to walh and fiave me during
the remainder of my journey to the Factory.

They were more cautious in plu.ndering the
Southern Indians, as the relation of fuch outrages

being comnitted on them might occafion a war
between the two nations; but they had nothing

of that kind to dread from the Englifh. Howe.

ver, the Northern Indians had addrefs enough to

talk my home-guard Indians out of a)l they had

fo that before we left them, they were as clean

fwept as myfelf, excepting their guns, fome am
miunition, an old hatchet, an ice-chiffel, and a file
to flharpen them.

It may probably be thought firange that my
guide, who was a Northern Indian, fhould per-
mit his countrymen to commit fuch outrages on
thofe under his charge; but being a man of lit-
Oie note, he was fo far from being able to prote&

E usa
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7 s, that he was obliged to fubmit to nearly the

fame outrage himfelf. On this,occafion he affum.
ed a great air of generofity; but the fac was, he

gave freely what it was not in his power to

protet

Early in the morning of the nineteenth, I fet

out on my return, in company with feveral Nor.

thern Indians, who were bound to the Factory

with furrs and other commodities in trade. This

morning the Indian who took my gun, returned

it to me, it being of no ufe to him, having no

ammunition., The weather for fome time prov.

ed fine, and deer were very plentiful; but as the

above ravagers had materihlly lightened my load,

by taking every thing from me, except the qua.

drant, books, &c. this part of my journey was

the eafieft and mort pleafant of any I had experi
enced fince my leaving the Fort. In our way we

frequently met with other Indians, fo that fcarce.

ly a day paffed without our feeing feveral fîmokes

made by other firangers. Many of thofe we met
joined our party, having furrs and other commo.

dities for tr'ade.

& The deer's hair being now of a proper length

for clothing, it was neceffary, according to the

cuftom, to procure as many of their fkins, while

in feafon, as would make a fuit of warm clothig
for the Winter: ;'and as each grown perfon re,

quires the prime parts of froni eight to eleven of
thofe fkins (in proportion to their fize) to make

a complete fuit, it mu! naturally be fuppofed that
this
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this addition to my burthen was very confider7a-

ble. My load, however cumberfome and heavy, -
was yet very bearable'; but, after I had carried it
feveral weeks, it proved of no fervice.; for we
had not any wonen properly belonging to our
company, confequently had not any perfon to
drefs them;. and fo uncivil were the other Indi-
ans, that they would neither exchange them for
others of an inferior quality already dreffed, nor
permit their women to drefs them for us, under
pretence that they were always employed in the
like duty for themfelves and families, which was
by no means the cafe; for many of them had
fufficient time to have done every little fervice of
that kind that we could have required of them..
The truth was, they were too well informed of
my poverty to do any aas of generofity, as they
wel knev I had it pot then in my power to re.
ward them for their trouble. I never faw a fet
of people that poffeffed fo little humanity, or that
could view the difireffes of their fellow-creatures
with fo little feeling and unconcern; for though
they feen to have a great affection for their wives
and children, yet they wilI laugh at and ridicule
the diftrefs of every other perfon who is not in-
mediately related to them.

This bebaviour of the Indians made our fitua-
tion very difagreeable ; for as the fall advanced,
we began to feel the cold very feverely for want
of proper clothing. We fuffered alfo greatly
fror the inciemency of the weather, as we had no

tenL
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7. tent to lhelter us. My guide was entirely exempt.

ed frm ail thofe incoinveniences, having procur-

ed a good warm fuit of cothing; and, as one of

his wives had long before joined our party, he

was provided with a tent, and every other necef-

5th. fary confiffent with their manner of living: but

the old fellow was fo far from interefting himfelf

in our behalf, that he had, for fbme tine before,

entirely withdrawn from our company; and

though he then continued to carry the greateft

part of our little remains of ammunition, yet he

-did not contribute in the fmalleft degree towards

Our fuppprt. As deer, however, were in great

plenty, I felt little or no inconvenience from his

negle& in this refpe&.

f7th. P,ovi.fions ftill continued very plentiful ; which

was a fingular piece of good fortune, and the on-

ly circurnftance which at this time could contri-

bute to our happinefs or fafety; for notwithftand-

ing the early feafon of the year, the weather was

remarkably bad and feverely cold, at lea& it ap.

peared fo to us, probably from having no kind of

fkin-clothing. In this forlorn ftate we côntinued

our courfe to the South Eaft; and, to add to the

gloominefs of our fituation, moni of the Northern

Indians who had been in our company all the firft

part of the fall, were by this time gone a-head, as

we could not keep up with them for want of

fnow-fhoes.

sth. In the evening of the twentieth, we werejoin-
cd from the Weftward by a famous Leader, call-

cd
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ed Matonabbee, mentioned in my inftru&ions;
who, with his followers, or gang, was alfo going I

Septembe
to Prince of Wales's Fort, with furrs, and other

articles for trade. .This leader, when a.youth, re.
iided feveral years at the above Fort, and was not

only a perfe& rafter of the Southern Indian lan.

guage, but by being frequently with the Cofnpa.

ny's fervants, had acquired feveral words of
Englifh, and was one of the men who brought
the lateft accounts of the Coppermine River; and

it was on his information, added to that of one
I-dot-le-ezey, (who is fince dead,) that this expe.
dition was fet on foot.

The courteous behaviour of this firanger flruck

me very fenfibly. .As foon as he was acquainted
with our diftrefs, he got fuch lkins as we had with
us dreffed for the Southern Indians, and furnifh.

ed me with a good warm fuit of otter and other
ikins: but, as it was not in his power to provide
us with fnow-fhoes, (being then on the barrefi
ground,) he direted us to a little river which he
knew, and where there was .a fmall range of
woods, which, though none of the befl, would,
he faid, furnifh us with temporary fnow-4hoes and
fledges, that might naterially aflift us during the
remaining part of our journey. We fpent feve- OCtober.

ral nights in com pany with this Leader, though
we advanced towards the Fort at the rate of ten
or twelve miles a day ; and as provifions abound-
ed, he made a grand feaft for me in the Southera
Indian file, where there was plenty of gçod eat.

5-3
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ing, and the whole concluded with finging and
a dancing, after the Southern Indiah flyle and man.

&ober ner. In this arnufement my home-guard Indians

bore no inconfiderable part, as they were both

men of fome confequence when at home; and

well known to Matonabbee : but among the·other

Northern Indians, to whom they were not known,
they were held in no eftimation . which indeed

is. not to be wondered at, when we confider that

the value of a man among thofe people, is always

proportioned to his abilities in hunting ; and as

my.two Indians had not exhibited any great ta.

lents that way, the Northern Indians fhewed them

as much refpedt as they do in comrnon to thofe of

very moderate talents among themfelves.

· During my converfation with this Leader, he

aiked me very ferioufiy, If I would attempt ano-

ther journey for the difcovery of the Copper-

mines ? And on my anfwering in the affirmative,

provided I could get better guides than I had hi.

therto been furni(hed with, he faid he would rea-

dily engage in that fervice, provided the gover.

nor at the Fort would employ him. In anfwer

to this, I affured him his offer would be gladly

accepted; and as I had aiready experienced every

hardfhip that was likely to accompany any future

trial, I was determined to complete the difcovery,

even at the rifque of life itfelf. Matonabbee af-

fured me, that by the accounts received from his

own countrymen, the Southern Indians, and my-

felf, it was very probable I might not experience

fo
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bad already felt,. though fcarcely adyanced on

third part ofthe journey.

He attributed all our misfortunes to the mifeon.

dua of my guides, and the very plan we purfued-

by the defire of.the Governor, in not. taking atiy

women with us on thisjourney, was, he faid, the

principal thing that occafioned all our wants:

" for, faid he, when all the men are heavy laden,

"they can neither hunt nor travel to any confider.

"able diftance; and in cafe they meet with fuc-

"cefs in hunting, who is to carry the produce of

" their labour? Women,. added he, were made

"for labour ; one of them can carry, or haul, as

"much as two men can do. They alfo pitch our

tents, make and mend our clothing, keep us

"warm at night; and, in fact, there is no fuch

"thing as travelling any confiderable diftance or

" for any length of time, in this country, without

" their afftance. " Women, faid he again,

though they do every thing, are maintained at

" a trifding expence; .for as they always fiand

cook, the very licking of their fingers in fcarce

times, is fuficient for their fubfiftence." This,

however odd it may appear, is but too true a de-

fzription of the fituation of women in this coun-

try.; it is at leafn fo in appearance; for the women

,always carry the provifions, and it is more than

probable they help themfelves when the men are

not prefeat.

Early in the morning of the twenty-third, I

tRruck

NORT'HE RN OCE AN.
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aruck out of the road'to the Eaftward, with my

two conparions and two or thr&'Northern In-
dians, while Matonabbee and his crew continued

their courfe to the Fa&ory, promifing to walk fo
flow that we might come up with them again;

and in two days we arrived at the place to which

5th. ve were dire&ed. We went to work immedi-
ately in making fnow-fhoe fraies and fledges;
but notwithftanding our utmoft endeavours, we
could not complete them in lefs than four days.

Novernber On the firft·of November we again proceeded on
our journey toward the Factory; and on the
lixth, came up with Matonabbee and his gang:

after which we proceeded on together feveral

days; when I found my new acquaintance, on all

occafions, the moif fociable, kind, and fenfible In-

dian I had ever met with. He was a man well

known, and, as an Indian, of univerfal knowledge,

and generally refpected.

Deer proved pretty plentiful for fome time, but
to my great furprife, when I wanted to give Ma-

tonabbee a little ammurition for his own ufe, I

found that nfy guide, Conreaquefè, who had it

all under his care, had fO embezzled or otherways

expended it, that only ten balls and about three

pounds of powder remained ; fo that long before

we arrived at the Fort we were obliged to cut up
an ice-chiffel into fquare lumps, as a fubftitute for

ball. It is, however, rather dangerous firing

lumps of iron out of fuch flight barrels as are

brought to this part of the world for trade.

Thefe



ÑORTHERN OCEAN. 57

Thefe, though light and handy, and of courfe 77

well adapted for the ufe of both Englifh and Idi- -

ans in long journies, and of fufficient frength for ovems

leaden fhot or bail, are not arong'enough for this

kind of fhot; and ftrong fowling-pieces would

not only be too heavy for the laborious ways of

.hunting in this country, but their bores being f£
much larger,- would require more than double

the quantity of ammunition that fmall ones do;
which, to Indians at leaR, muif be an obje& of

no inconfiderable importance.

I kept company with Matonabbee till the twend zoth.

tieth, at which time the deer began to be fo fcarce

that'hardly a frefh track-could be feen; and as

we were then but a few days walk from the Fort,

he advifed me to proceed on with ail fpeed, while

he and his companions followed at leifure. Ac-

cordingly, on the twenty-firft, I fet out po%. 

afte, accompanied by one of the home-guard

(Southern) Tribe, and three Northern. Indians.
hat night we lay on the South fide of Egg River;

but, long before day-break the next morning, the
weather being fo bad, with a violent gale of wind
rom the North Wefl, and fuch a drift of fnow,

that we could not have a bit of fire: and as no
ood woods were near to afford us fhelter, we

greed to proceed on our way: efpecially as the
ind was on our backs, and though theweather
as bad near the furface we could frequently fee

he moon, and fometimes the flars, to dire& us in
ur courfe. In this fituation we continued walk-

InE
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17 70. ing the whole day, and it was not till after ten at
- night that we could find the fmaileIt tuft of woods

Nveberto put up in; for though we well knew we muft
have paffed by feveralhummocks of flrubbywoods
that -might have afforded us fome fhelter, yet the
wind blew fo hard, and the fnow drifted fo ex.
ceflively thick, that we could not fee ten yards
before us the whole day. Between feven and
eight in the evening ny dog, a valuable brute,
was frozen to death ; fo that his fledge, which
was a very heavy one, I was obliged to haul.
Between nine and ten at night we arrived at a
fmall creek, on which we walked about three
quarters of a mile, when we came to a large tuft
of tall willows, and two or -three fets of old
tent-poles. Being much jaded, we determined
not to proceed any farther that night ; fo we
went to work, and made the beft defence againft
the weather that the fituation of the place and
our materials would admit. Our labour confifi-
cd only in digging a hole in the fnow, and fixing
a few deer fins up to windward of us; but the
moif difficult tafk was that of making a fire.
When this was once accomplifhed, the old tent
poles amply fupplied us with fewel. By the time
we had finifhed this bufinefs, the weather bcgan
to moderate, and the drift greatly to abate; fo
that the ioon and the iurora Borealis fhone out
with great fplendor, and there appeared every
fymptom of the return of fine weather. After
eating a plentiful fupper of venifon, therefore,
of which we had a fùuiicient ftock to laft us to

the
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the Fort, we laid dowvn and got a little fleep. 1770
The next day proving fine and clear, though exr-

ceffively fharp, we proceeded on our journey 23d.

early in the morning, and at night lay on the

South Eaft fide of Seal River. We fhould have

,made a much longer day's journey, had we not

been greatly enbarraffed at fetting out, by ajum-

ble of rocks, which we could not avoid without

going greatly out of our way. Here I muif ob.

ferve, that we were more.than fortunate in not

attempting to leave the little creek where we had

fixed our habitation the preceding night, as the

fpot where we lay was not more than two or

three miles difiant frorn this dangerous place ;- in

which, had we fallen in with it in the night, we

muft unavoidably have been bewildered, if we

had not all perifhed'; as notwithftanding the ad.

vantage of a clear day, and having ufed every

poffible precaution, it was with the utmoft diffi-

culty that we crofied it without broken limbs.

Indeed it would have been next to an impoffibili-

ty to have done it in the night.

The twenty-fourth and twentydfifth proved fine 2 4th.

clear weather, though exceffivelycold; and in the 2sti,

afternoon of the latter, we arrived at Prince of

Wales's Fort, after having been abfent eight

months and twenty-two days, on a fruitlefs, or

at leaif an unfuccefsful journey.

CHIAP.

NORTHERN OCEAN.
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C H A P.-. IV.

Tranfations during our Stay at Prince of Wales's
Fort, and the former part of our third Expe.
dition, till our Arrival at Clowey, where we
built Canoes, in May 1771.

Preparationsfor our departure.-Refufe to take any of
the home-guard Indians with me.-By fo doing, I
ofend the Governor.-Leave the Fort a third time

- Iy inß/rucions on this expedition.--Prov/ions of

all kinds veryfcarce.-Arrive at the woods, where

we killome deer.-Arrive at I/7znd Lake.-Ma.

tonabbee taken ill.-Some renarks thereon.-oin

the remainder of the Indians'families.-Leave Ifland

Lake.-Defcription thereof.-Deer plentiul.-

Meet afßrange Indian.- -Alter out courfefrom Wel

North Weß to Wet by South.-Crofs Cathawach

aga River, Cofled Lake, Snow-Bird Lake, and Pie

Lake.-Arrive at a tent offßrangers, who are en.

ployed in fnaring deer in a pound.-Defcription of

thepound.-Methodofpoceeding.-Renarks there-

on.-Proceed on ourjourney.--Meet with feveral

parties of Indians ; by one of whom Ifent a letter to

the governor at Prince of Wales's Fort.-irrie

at ThIleweyazayeth.-Employnent there.-Prceed

to the North North Weß and North.-Arrive at

Clowey.-One of the Indian's wives taken in labour.

-Remarks thereon.- Cufioms obferved by the Nor-

thern Indians on thofe occafions.

ON
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Nmy arrival at the Fort, I informed the Go- 1770.
vernor, of Matonabbee's being fo near. On

the twenty-eighth of November he arrived. Not- November.

withftanding the many difficulties and hardfhips
which I had undergone during my two unfuc-

cefsful 4ttempts, I was fo far from being folicited
on this occafion to undertake a third excurfion,
that I willingly offered my fervice; which was
readily accepted, as my abilities and approved

courage, in perfevering under difficulties, were
thought noways inferior to the talk.

I then deterinined tq engage Matonabbee to be
my guide; to which he readily confented and
with a freedom of fpeech and corre-anefs of lan-
guage not commonly met with among Indians,
not only pointed out the reafons which had ôc-
cafioned all our misfortunes in my two former
attempts, but deferibed the plan he intended to
purfue ; which at the fame time that it was high-
ly fatisfa&ory to me, did honour to his penetra-
tion and judgment; as it proved him to be a man
of extenfive obfervation with refpeC to times, fea.
fons, and places; and well qualified to explain
every thing that could contribute either to facili-
tate or retard the eafe or progrefs of travelling in
thofe dreary parts of the world.

Having engaged Matonabbee, therefore, as my
guide, I began to make preparations for our de-
parture; but Mr. Norton, the Governor, having
been very fully occupied in treding with a large
bocly of Indians, it was the feventh of December December.

before 7th.
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before I could obtain from him my difpatches,
- It may not be improper to obferve, that he again

wanted to-force fome of the home-guard Indians

(who were his own reIations-) into our company,
-merely

* Mr. Norton vas an Inclian ; he was born at Prince. of Wales's Fort,
but had been in England nine years, and confidering the fmall fam which

was ëxpended on his eclucation, had made fome progrefs in literature. At

his return to -uidfon's Bay he entered into all the abominable vices of his

countrymen. He kept for his own ufe five or fix of the floief Indian girls

whici he could felea; and notwithtanding his own ancommon propenfity

-to the fair fex, took every means in his power to prevent any European

fromo having intercourfe with the women of the country; for which pur.

pofe he proceeded to the mofn ridiculous length. To his own friends and

country ho was·fo partial, that he fet more valge on, and ihewed more re.

fped to one of their favourite dogs, than ho ever did to bis lirfi officer.

Among his miferable and ignorant countrymen he paffed for a proficient

in phyfic, and always kept a box of poifon, to adminifer to thofe whor.

fufed him their wives· or daugiters.

With all thefe bad qualities, no man took more pains to inculcate virtue,

morality, and continence on others; always painting, in the moi odious

colours, the jealous and revengeful difpoziiion of the Indians, when any at,

tempt was made to violate the chaity of their wives or daughters. Lec.

tures of this kind from a man of eflabliflied virtue might .have had fome

effedâ; but wein they came from one who was known to live in open dei

ance of every law, human and divine, they were atways heard with indig-

nation, and confidered as the hypocritical cant of.a felfiih debauchee, who

wifhed to eggrofs every wonan in the country to himfeILf.

His apartments were not only convenient but elegant, and always

crowded viti favourite Indians: at night ho locked the doors, and put the

keys under his pillow; fo that in the morning his dining-room was gent-

raily, for the want of neceffiary conveniencies, worfe than a iog-ilye. As

he advanced in years his jealoufy inercafed, andi he alually poifoned towoof

is women becaufe ie thought them partial to other objeas more foitable

to tirir ages. He was a moif notorious fmuggler; trot though he put

nmany thoufands into the pockets of the Captains, he feldom put a fnilling

in to his own.

An inaflmumation in his bowels occafioned his death on the 29 th of De-

cember 1773; and though ie dicd in tie moft excruciating pain, he retain.-

ed his jealoufy to the laif;.for a few minutes before he expired, hppen-

ing to fe an ofticer laying hold of the band of one of bis women who was
f. .n dinp
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merely with a view that they might engrofs ail 7 ,
the credit of.takinjg care of me during the journey:

December.
but I had fo und them of fo little ufe in miy two

former attempts, that I abfolutely .refufed them;

and by fo doing, offended Mr. Norton to fuch a

degree, that neither time nor abfence could ever

afterwards eradicate his diflike of me; fo that at

my return lie ufed every ineans in his power to

treat me ill, and to render my life unhappy.

-Iowever, to deal with candour on this occafion,

it muft be acknowledged to his honour, that what-

ever our private animofities migit have been, he

did not fuffer them to interfere with public bufli-

nefs ; and i was fitted out with ammunition, and

every other article which Matonabbee thought

could be wanted. I was alfo furnifhed, as before,
with a fmall affortment of light trading goods, as

prefents to the far diflant Indians.

At laif i fucceeded in obtaining my inftrucions,

which were as follows

" ORDER s and INSTRUCTIONSfor Mr. SAMUEL

"HEARNE, going on his thirdExpedition to the

"North of Churchill River, in quef cf a North

"Weß? Paage, Copper Mines, or any other thing

"that mnay beferviceable to the Brit% Nation in

general,

ianding by the fire, he bellowed out; in as Joud a voice as his fituation
would admit, "God " d-n you for a b--h, if I live l'il knock ont your
brains." A few minutes after naking this elegant apoffrophe, he expired
in the greatef agonies that can poffibly be conceived.

This i declare to be the real charader and manner of life of the late Mr.
M4ofes Norton,
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1770: "C general, or the Hudfon's Bay Company in par.

ticular; in the year 177 Q.

"Mr. SAMUEL HEARNE,

"SIR,

"As you have offered your fervice a third tine

" to go in fearch of the Copper Mine River, &c.

" and as Matonabbee, a leading Indian, who bas

" been at thofe parts, is willing to be your guide,
" we have accordingly engaged him for that'fer.

" vice; but having no other infirument on the

" fame confRruclion with the quadrant you had

" the misfortune to break, we have furnifhed you

" with an Elton's quadrant, being the moif pro.

" per infirument we can now procure for mak.
" ing obfervations on the land.

" The above Leader, Matonabbee, and a few of

" his beft men, which he has felecled for that pur.

"pofe, are to provide for you, affift you in all

"things, and conduat you to the Copper Mine

River; where you muft be careful to obferve

" the latitude and longitude, alfo the courfe of

the river, the depth of the water, the fituation
"of the Copper Mines, &c. but your firfi in-

"ftrucaions, of November fixth, one thoufand fe.

" ven hundred and fixty-nine, being fufficiently

"full, we refer you to every part thereof for

'the better regulation of your conduct during

'this journey.
çÇ As
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"cAs you and your Indian companions are fit- 77o.

"ted out with every thing that we think is necef-
December.

"fary, (or at leaft as many ufeful articles as the

"nature of travelling in thofe parts will admit
" of,) you are hereby defired to proceed on your

"journey as foon as poffible ; and your prefent
"guide has promifed to take great care of you,
"and conduct you out and home with all conve-

" nient fpeed.

" I conclude with .my beft wifhes for your
"health and happinefs, together vith a fuc-
"cefsful journey and a quick return in fafety.
" Amen.

" (Signed) MOSES NORTON, Governor.

"Dated at Prince of Wales's Fort,

" 7 th December, 1770."

On the feventh of December I fet out on my yit.
third journey; and the weather, confidering
the feafon of the year, was for fome days pretty
mild. One· of Matonabbee's wives being ill, oc-
cafioned us to walk fo flow, that it was the thir-
teenth before we arrived at Seal. River; at which
time two men and their wives left us, whofe loads,
when added to thofe of the remainder of my crew,
made a very muaterial difference, efpecially as
Matonabbee's wife was fo ill as to be obliged to be
hauled on a fledge.

Finding deer and all other game very fcarce,
and not knowing how long it might be before

F we
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1770. we could reach any place where they were in

greater plenty, the Indians walked as far each
day as their loads and other circumftances would

z6th. conveniently permit. On the fixteenth, we ar-

rived at Egg River, where Matonabbee and the

reif of my crew had laid up fome, provifions and

other neceffaries, when on their journey to the

Fort. On going to the place where they thought

the provifions had been carefully fecured from all

kinds of wild beafis, they had the mortification

to find that fome of their c'ountrynhen, with
whom the Governor had firft traded and difpatch.

ed from the Fort, had robbed the flore of every
article, as well as of fome of their.mofi ufeful

implements. This lofs was more feverely felt,
as there was a total want of every kind of game;

and the Indians, not expeEting to. meet with fo

great a difappointment, had not ufed that œco-

nomy in the expenditûre of the oatmeal and

other provifions which they had received at the

Fort; as they probably would have dorne, had

they not relied firmly on finding a fupply at this

place. This difappointment and lofs was borne

by the Indians with the greateif fortitude ; and I

did not hear one of them breathe the leaif hint of

revenge in cafe they fhould ever difcover the

. Dffenders: the only effe& it had on them was,

that of naking them put the befn foot foremofl

This was thought fo neceffary, that for fome time

we walked every day frorn morning tili night.
The
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The days; howèver, being ihotö, our fledges
heavy, atid fome of the road -ry bad, our pi-o-

December.
grefs feldrni ezceéded'f ixteti- of eighteei milés m

a day, and fotne days we did "not fravel fo

muche

Oie.the eighteenth, as .w were continuing our t

courfe to the North Weft, up a fmall c-eek that

empties itfelf into Egg River; wë faw the tracks

of many deer which' had croff2d that part a few

days befôre; at that time ther was fot a freflh
track to be feen: fome of the Indians, however,
who had lately paffed that way, had killed more
than they had occafion for, fo that féveral joints

of good meat Weï-e found in their old tent-

places; which, though only fufficient for one

good rmeal, were very ateëptable, as we had bèën
in exceeding firaitened circumtilands for many

days.

On the nineteenth, we purfued ou- courfe in 29th.

the North Weft quarter ; afid, after leaving the
above-mentioned creek, traverfed nothing but en-
tire barren ground, with erpty bellies, till the
twenty-feventh; for though we arrived at fome 27th-
woods on the twenty-fixth, and faw a few deeri,
foýur of which the Indians kiiled, they werè at
fo great a diffânce from the place on which we
lay, that it was the twity-feventh before the

meat was brought to the tents. Here the Indians
propofed to continue one day, under pretence of
repairing their fledges and fno floes; but from

F 2 the
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i770, the little attention they paid to thofe repairs, I
was led to think that the want of food was the
chief thing that detained, then, as they never

ceafed eating the whole day. Indeed for many
days before we had been in great want, and for

the lafl three days had not tafted a morfel of any
thing, except a pipe of tobacco and a drink of

fnow water; and as we walked daily from mor.

ning till night, and were all heavy laden, our

fRrength began to fail. I muni confefs. that I ne.

ver fpent fo dull a Chrifimas;- and when I recol.

lec'ted the merry feafon which was then paffing,

and .reflecded on the immenfe quantities, and

great variety of delicacies which were then ex.

pending in every part of Chriflendom, and that

with a profufion bordering on wafte, I could not
refrain fron wifhing myfelf again in Europe, if

it had been only to have had an opportunity of

alleviating the extreme hunger which I fuffered

with the refufe of the table of any one of my ac.

quaintance. My Indians, however, fill kept in

good fpirits; and as we were. then acrofs all the

barren ground, and faw a few frefh tracks of
deer, they began to think that the worft of the

road was over for that winter, and flattered ne

with the.expedation of foon meeting with deer
and other gaine in greater plenty than we had
done fince our departurefrom the Fort.

28th. Early in the morning of the twenty-eighth, we
again fet out, and diredted our courfe to the

Wefnward,



Weftward, through thick fhrubby woods, confi.. 1770.
ing chiefly of ill-fhaped Qunted pines, with fmail

dwarf junipers, intermixed here and there, par-
ticularly round the margins of ponds and fwamps,
with dwarf willow buffles; and afnong the
rocks and fides of the hills were alfo fome fmall
poplars.

On the thirtieth, we arrived at the Eaft fide of 3

Ifland Lake, where the Indians killed two large

buck deer; but the rutting feafon was fo lately
over, that their fleflh was only eatable by thofe
who could not procure better food. In the even-

ing, Mtonabbeewas taken very iii; and from
the nature of his complaint, I judged his illnefs
to have proceeded from the enormous quantity
of meat that he had eat on the twenty-feventh,
as he had been indifpofed ever fince that time.
Nothing is more common with thofe Indians,
after they have eat as much at a fitting as would
ferve fix moderate men, than to find themfelves
out of order; but not one of them can bear to hear
that it is the effe& of eating too much: in de-
fence of which they fay, that the meaneft of the
animal creation knows when hunger it fatisfied,
and will leave off accordingly. This, however,
is a falfe affertion, advanced knowingly in fup-
port of an abfurd argument ; for it is well known
by them, as well as all the Southern Indians, that
the black bear, who, for fize and the delicacy of
its flefh, may juftly be called a refpeétable ani-
mal, is fo far from knowing when its hunger is

fatisfied,

NORTHERN OCEAN. 69
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7 fatisfied, that, in the Summer, when the berries

are ripe, it will gorge to fuch a degree, that it fre.

quently, and even daily, vnmits up great quan.

tities of new-fwallowed fruit, before it has un.

dergone any change in the ftomach, and im-

mediately renews its repaft with as much eager.

nefs as before.

Notwithftanding the Northern Indians are at

times fo voracious, yet they bear hunger with a

degree of fortitude which, as Mr. Ellis juftly ob.

ferves of the Southern Indians, "is:m ruch eafier

' to admire, than to imitate." I have more than

once feen the Northern Indians, at thç end of

three or four da.ys fafting, as merry and jocofe on

the fubje&, as if they bad voluntarily impofed it

on themfelves; and would afk each other in the

plainef terms, and in the merriefn mood, If they

bad any inclination for an intrigue with a firange

woman ? I muft acknowledge that examples of

this kind were of infinite fervice to me, as they

tended to keep up my fpirits on thofe occafions

wtith a degree of fortitude that would have been

impofible for me to have done had the Indians

behaved in a contrary manner, and expreffed

any apprehenfion of ftarving.
." Early in the morning of the thirty-firft, we con-

tinued our journey, and walked about fourteen

miles to the Weftward on Ifland Lake, where we

fixed our refidence; but Matonabbee was at this

time fo ill as to be obliged to be- hauled on a

fiedge the whole day. The next morning; how-
ever,
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ever, he fo far-recovered as to be capable of walk.-

ing; when we proceeded on ta the Weft .and %
Weft by North, about fixteen miles farther on the

fame Lake, till we arrived at two tents, which

contained the remainder of the wives and families

of my guides, who had been waiting there for

the return of their hufbands fron the Fort. Here

we found, only two men, though there were up.

ward of twenty women and children'; and.as

thofe two men had no gun or ammunition, they

had no other method of fupporting themfélves

and the women, but by catching fifh, and fnaring

a few rabbits: the latter were fcarce, but the for.

mer were eafily caught in confiderable numbers

either with nets or hooks. The fpecies- of fifh

generally caught in the nets -are tittemeg, pike,
and barble;and the only forts caught with

hooks are trout, pike, burbut, and a fmall fifh,
erroneoufly called by the Engliflh tench: the Sou-
thern Indians.called it the toothed tittemeg, and

the Northern Indians call itfaint eah. They are

delicate eating; being nearly as firm as a perch,
and generàlly very fat. They feldom exceed a
foot in length, and in fhape much. refemble a

gurnard, except that of having a very long broad

fin on the back, like a perch, but this fin is not

armed with fimilar fpikes. The fcales are large,
and of a footy brown. They are· generally moft
efteemed when broiled or roafted with the féales
on, of courfe the kin is not eaten.

As the Captain [Matonabbee] and one man

were

yr
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1771. were indifpofed, we did not move on the fecond
-- of January; but early in themorning of: the

a~nnary
d.' third fet out, and walked about feven miles to

the North Weftward, five of which were on the

above mentioned Lake; when the Indians hav.

ing killed two deer, we put up for the night.
Ifland Lake (near the center) is in latitude 661

45' North, and ioz" 25' Wefi longitude, fron

London; and is, at the part we croffed, about
thirty-five miles wide: but from the North Eac

to the South Weft it is much larger, and entire

ly full of iflands, fo near to each other as to

make the whole Lake refemble a jumble-of fer,
pentine rivers and creeks ; and it is celebrated by

by the natives as abounding with great plenty of

fine fifh during the beginning of the Winter.

At different parts of this Lake moft part of the

wives and families of thofe Northern Indians who

vifit Prince of Wales's Fort in Oclober and Np.
vember generally refide, and wait for their re-

turn ; as there is little fear of their being in want

of provifions, even without the affifance of a

gun and ammunition, which is a point of real

confequence to them. The Lake is plentifully
fupplied with water from feveral fmall rivulets

and creeks which run into it at the South Weft

end ; and i empties itfelf. by means of other

fmall rivers which run to the North .Eaf, the

principal of which is Nemace-a-feepee-a-fifh, or

Little Filh River. Many of the iflands, as well

as the main land round this Lake, abound with

dwarf



dwarf woods, chiefly pines; but in fome parts
intermnixed with larch and fmall birch trees.

The land, like all the refi which lies to the North

of Seal River, is hilly, and full of rocks; and
though none of the hills are high, yet as few of

the woods grow on their fummits, they in general

ihew their fnowy heads far above the woods

which grow in the vallies, or thofe which are
fcattered about thçir 1ides.

After leaving lfland Lake, we continued our
old courfe betwpen the Weft and North Weft,
and travelled at the eafy rate of eight or nine miles
a day. Provifions of all kinds were fcarce tiIl
the fixteenth, when the Indians killed twelve
deer. This induced us to. put up, though early
in the day; and finding great plenty of deer in
the neighbourhood of our little encampment, it
tvas agreed by all parties to remain a few days,
in order to dry and pound fome meat to make it

lighter for carriage.
Having, by the twenty-'cond, provided a fuf- 23

ficient ftock of provifion, properly prepared, to
carry with us, and repaired our fledges and fnow-
fhoes, we again purfued our courfe in the North
Weff quarter,; and in the afternoon fpoke with a
firanger, an Indian, who had one of Matonabbee's
wives under his care. He did not remain in our
company above an hour, as he only fmoked part
of a few pipes with his friends, and returned
to his tent, which could not be far diftant from
the place where welay that night, as the woman

and
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177 ~and her two children joined us next morning,
before we had taken down our tent and made

January. ready for moving. Thofe people were the firf

firangers whom we had met fince we left the

Fort, though we had travelled feveral hundred

miles ; which is a proof that this part of the coun.

try is but thinly inhabited. It is a truth well

known to the natives, and doubtlefs founded og

experience, that there are many very extenfive

tracts of land in thofe parts, which are incapable

of affording fupport to any nunber of the humas

race even during the fhort time they are pafling

through them, in the capacity of emigrants, from

one place to the other ; much lefs are they capa.

ble of affording a conifant fupport to thofe who
miglit wifh to make them their fixed refidence

at any feafon of the year. It is true, that few

rivers or lakes in thofe parts are entirely deffitute

of filh ; but the uncertainty of meeting with a

fufficient fupply for any confiderable time toge,

ther, makes the natives very cautious how they

put their whole dependance on that article, as -à

has too frequently been the means of many hun

dreds, being ftarved te death.

23d. By the twenty.-third, deer were fa plentiful

that the Indians feemed to think that, unlefs the

feafon, contrary ta expectation and general esx

perience, lhould prove unfavourable, there would

be no fear of our being in want of provifions

during the reft of the Winter, as deer had a'.
wayi
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ways been known to be in great pienty in the di.

reaion which they intended to walk.

On the third of February, we continued our Februar..

courfe to the Weft by North and Weft North
Wefi, and were fo near the edge of the wpods,
that the barren ground was in light to the North-

ward. As the woods trended away to the Weft,
we were obliged to alter our courfe to Weft by
South, for the fake of keeping among them, as
well as the deer. In the courfe of this day's
walk we faw feveral ftrangers, fome of whom
remained in our company, while others went on
their refpetive ways.

On the fixth, we croffed the main branch of 6th.

Cathawhachaga River; which, at that part, is
about three quarters of a mile broad; and after
walking three miles farther, came to the fide of
Coffed Whoe, or Partridge, Lake; but the day
being far fpent, and the weather exceffively cold,
we put up for the night.

Early in the morning of the feventh, the wea- Ith.

ther being ferene and clear, we fet out, and
croffed the above mentioned Lake; which at
that part is about fourteen miles wide; but from
the South South Weft to North North Eaft is
much.larger. It is impoffible to defcribe the in-
tenfenefs of the cold which we experienced this
day; and the difpatch we made in croffing
the lake is almoif incredible, as it was performed
by the greateft part of my crew in lefs than two
hours; though fome of the women, who were

heavy
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heavy laden, took a much longer time. Several
L---ý of the Indians were much frozen, but none of
ebruary. them more difagreeably fo than one of IVatonab.

bee's wives, whofe thighs and buttocks were in
a manner incrufted with frofi; and when thaw.
ed, feveral blifers arofe, nearly as large as fheeps'
bladders. The pain the poor woman fuffered on

this occafion was greatly aggravated by the laugh.
ter and jeering of iher companions, who faid

that fhe was rightly ferved for belting her clothes

fo high. I muft acknowledge that I was not in
the number of thofe who pitied her, as I thought
îhe took too much pains to fhew a clean heel and
good leg; her garters being always in fight,
which, 'though by no means confidered here as
bordering on indecency, is by far too airy to
withftand the rigorous cold of a fevere winter in
a high Northern latitude. I doubt not that the
laughter of her companions was excited by fimilar
ideas.

When we got on the Weft fide of Partridge
Lake we continued. our courfe for many days to.
ward the Wefc by South and Weft South Weft;
when deer were fo plentiful, and the Indians
killed fuch van numbers, that notwithianding
we frequently remained three, four, or five days
in a place, to eat up the fpoils of our hunting,
yet at our departure we frequently left great

quantities of good meat behind us, which we
Eould neither eat nor carry with us. This con-
ducat is the more excufable among people whofe

wandering
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wandering manner of life and contra&ed- ideas
make every thing appear to the m as the'effe& of

mere chance. The great uncertainty of their

ever vifiting this or that part a fecond time, in-

duces them to think there is nothing either wrong
or improvident in living on the beft the country

will afford, as they are paffing through it from

place to place; and they feem willing that thofe

who come after them fhould take their chance, as

they have done.

On the twenty-firft, we croffed The-whole-ky-

ed Whoie, or Snowbird Lake, which at that part

was about twelve or thirteen miles wide, though

from North to South it is much larger. · As deer
were as plentiful as before, we expended much

time in killing and eating them. This Mato-

nabbee affured me was the beft way we could em-

ploy ourfelves, as the feafon would by no means
permit us to proceed in a direct line for the Cop-

per-mine River; but when the Spring advanced,
.and the deer began to draw out to the barren

ground, he would then, he faid, proceed in
fuch a manner as to leave .no room to doubt
of our arrival at the Copper-mine River in pro-
per time.

On the fecond of March, we lay by the fide of March

Whooldyah'd Whoie or Pike Lake, and not far
from Doo-baunt Whoie River. On the next 3 d.

day we again began to crofs the above mentioned
Lake, but after walking feven miles on it to the
Weft South Weft, we arrived at a large tent of

Northern
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171 Northern Indiafis, wh had beeih ivigtheWfrdx
the beginning of the Winter, .and had fiud a

pleritiful fubfillence by catching deer in a pdund.

This kind of employtnent-is performéd in the fol.

lowing manner:

When the Indians defign to inpdund deer,
they look out for one of the paths iri which a

number of thert have trod, and which is obfert.

ed to be ftill freqüented by theti. When thefe

paths crofs a lake, a wide river, or a barreà plain,
they are found to be much the beft for the pur.

pofe ; and if the path run through a clufter of

woods, capable of affording materials for building
the pound, it adds confiderably to the commodi.

oufnefs of the fituation. The pòund is built by
inaking a ftrong fence with brufhy trees, without
cabferving any degree of regularity, and the work

is continued to any extent, according to the plea.

fure of the builders. I h' feen foie that were

not lefs than a mile round, and am informed that

ther are others ill more extenfive. The door, or

entrante of the pound, is not larger than a com.

imon gate, and the infide is fo crowded with fmuall

counter-hedges as very mudh to refénible a maze;

in every opening of which they fet a fnare, made

with thongs of pardhment deer-fkins well twifted

together, which are arnazingly ftrong. One end

of the fnate is ufually made faft to a grdwing pole;

but if no one of a fufficient fize can be found near

the place where the fiare is fet, a loofe pole is fnb-

flituted in its room, which is always of fùch fize
and
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and length that a deer cannot drag it far before 17710
it gets entangled among the other woods, which
are all left llanding except what is found neceffa. arch.
ry for making the fence, hedges, &c.

The pound being thus prepared, a row of fmall
brufhwood is fluck up in the fnow on each fide
the door or entrance ; and thefe hedge-rows are
continued along the open part of the lake, river,
or plain, where neither ftick nor ftump befides is
to be feen, which makes them the more dillin&ly
obferved. Thefe pales, or brufh-wood, are gene-
rally placed at the difnance of fifteen or twenty
yards from each other, and ranged in fuch a man-
ner as to form two fides of a long acute angle,
growing gradually wider in prioportion to the di.
fiance they extend from the entrance of the
pound, which fometines is not lefs than two or
three miles; while the-deer's path is exa&ly along
the middle, between the two rows of brufh-wood.

Indians employed on this fervice always pitch
their tent on or near to an eminence that affords
a commanding profpe& of the' path leading to
the pound ; and when they fee any deer going
that way, men, women, and children walk along
the lake or river-fide under cover of the woods,
till they get behind them, then ftep forth to open
view, and proceed towards the pound in the form
of a crefcent. The poor timorous deer finding
themfelves purfued, and at the fame time taking
the two rows of brufhy polks to be two ranks of
people fnationed to prevent their paffing on either

fide,
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1771. fide-, run ftraight forward in the path til they get
into the pound. The Indians then clofe in, and
block up the entrance with fome brufhy trees,
that have been cut down and lie at hand for that
purpofe. The deer being thus enclofed, the wo.
men and children walk round the pound, to pre.
vent them from breaking or jumping over the
fence, while the men are employed fpearing fuch
as are -entangled in the fnares, and fhooting with
bows and arrows thofe which remain loofe in the
pound.

This method of hunting, if it deferves the
name, is- fometimes fo fuccefsful, that many fa-

milies fubfifl by it without having occafion to

move their tents above once or twice during the

courfe of a whole winter ; and when the Spring
advances, both the deer and Indians draw out to

the Eaftward, on the ground which is entirely

barren, or at leaft what is fo called in thofe parts,

as it neither produces trees or fhrubs of any kind,

fo that mofs. and fome little grafs is all the her-

bage which is to be found on it. Such an eafy

way of procuring a comfortable maintenance in

the Winter months, (which is .by far the worft

time of the year,) is wonderfully well adapted to

the fupport of the aged and infirm, but is too apt

to occafion an habitual indolence in the young and

active, who frequently fpend a whole Winter in

this indolent manner : and as thofe parts of the

country are almoif defitute of every animal of

the furr kind, it cannot be fuppofed that thofe
who
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who indulge themfelves in this indolent method 7
of procuring food can be mafters of any thing Y--,j

for trade; whereas thofe who do not get their live- larc

lihood at fo eafy a rate, generally procure furrs

enough during the Winter to purchafe a fuffici-

Ent fupply of ammunition, and other European

goods, to laft them another year. This is nearly
the language of the more induftrious among

them, who, of courfe, are of mofl importance and

value to the Hudfon's Bay Company, as it is from

them the furrs are procured which compofe the

greateft part of Churchill trade. But in my opi-
nion, there cannot exint a aronger proof that
mankind was not created to enjoy -happinefs in.

this world, than the condu& of the miferable be-

ings who inhabit this wretched part of it; as nfng

but the aged andinfirm, the women and children,
a few. of the more indolent and unambitious part

Of them, will fubmit to remain in the parts wherç
food and clothing are prncured in this eafy man-
ner, becaufe no animais are produced there whofe
furrs are valuable. And what do the more in-
duftrious gain by giving themfelves all this addi-
tional trouble? The real wants of thefe people
are few, and eafily fupplied; a hatchet, an ice,
chiffel, a file, and a knife, are all that is required
to enable them, with a little induftry, to procure
a comfortable livelihood; and thofe who endea-
vour to poffefs more, are ahvays the moft unhap-
py, and may, in fa&, be faid to be onlyflaves and
carriers to the rei, whofe ambition never ieads

G them.
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1771, ther to any thing beyond the means of procuring
food and clothing, It is truc, the carriers pride

Mari
thenfelves much on the refpeZt which is fihewn
to them at the Fgàory; to obtain which they fre.

quently run great rifques of being ftarved to death

in their way thither and back; and all that they

çan pof(ibly get there for the furrs they procure

after a year's toil, feldom amounts to more than is

fufficient to yield a bare fubfiftence, and a fey

furrs for the enfuing year's market; while thofe

whom they call indolent and mean-fpirited live ge-

nierally in a ftate of plenty, without trolbe or

rifque; and confequently muRf be the moft happy,
and, in truth, the moft independent alfo. It muit

be allowed that they are by far the greatef phi-

lofophers, as they never give themfelvcs the trou.

ble to acquire what they can do well enough with.

out. The deer they lkill, furnifhes them with

food, and a variety of warm and comfortable

clothing, either with or witho.4t the hair, accord-

ing as the feafons require; and it muif be very

bard indeed, if they cannot get furrs enoughin the

courfe of two or three years, to purchafe a hatch.
et, and fuch other edge-tools as are neceffary for
their purpofe. Indeed thofe who take no. con.
cern at all about procuring.furrs, have generally
an opportunity of providing themfelves with ail
their real wants from their. more indufirious
countrymen, in exchange for provifions, and rea-
dy-dreffed fkins for clothing.

It is undoubtedly the duty of every one ofthe
Com-
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Comipany's fervants to encourage a fpirit of indu-7
firy among the natives, and to ufe every rearns in
their power to induce them to procure furrs and,
other commodities for trade, by affuring them'of
a'ready purchafe and good payment for every
thing they bring to the fadory r and I can truly
fay, that this has ever been the grand obje& of ny
attention. But I muif at the fame time confefs,
that fuch condué is by no means for the real be-r
nefit of the poor Indians; it being well known
that thofe who have the leafi intercourfe with the
FaJories, are by far the happieif. As their whole
aim is to procure a com'fortable fubfiftence, they
take the noft prudent mcthods to accomplifh it;
and by always following the lead of the deer, are
feldom expofed to the griping band of famine,
fo frequently felt by thofe who are called the an,
nual traders. It is true, that there are few of the
Indians, whofe manner of life I have juf defcrib-
ed, but have once- in their lives at leaif vifited
Prince of Wales's Fort ; and the hardfhips and
dangers which moif of them experienced on thofe
occafions, have left fuch a laing impreffion on
their minds, that nothing can induce them to re-
peat their vifits; nor is it, in fa&, the intereif of-
the company that people of this eafy turn, and
who require only as much iron-work at a time as
can be purchafed with three or four beaver fkins,
and that only once in two or three years, fhould
be invited to the Faétories; becaufe what they beg
and ifeal while there, is worth, in the way of

G 2 trade
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1771. trade, three times the quantity of furrs which

.1- ýthey bring. For this reafon, it isrmuch more for

the intereft of the Company that the annual tra-

ders fhould buy up all thofe fmall quantities of

furrs, and bring them in their own name, thaq

that a parcel of beggars fhould be encouraged to

come to the Faclory with fcarcely as many furrs

as will pay for the vi&uals they eat while they are

on the plantation.

I have often heard it obferved, that the Indians

who attend the deer-pounds might, in the courfe

of a winter, colle&t a vaft number of pelts, which

would well deferve the attention of thofe who are

called carriers or traders; but it is a truth,
though unknown to thofe fpeculators, that the

deer fkins at that feafon are not only as thin as a

bladder, but are alfo full of warbles, which ren-

der them. of littleor no value. Indeed, were they

a more narketable commodity thari they really

are, the remote fituation of thofe pounds from the

Company's Fa&ories, muft for ever be an unfur-

mountable barrier to the Indians bringing any of

thofe fkins to trade. The fame obfervation may
be made of all the other Northern Indians, whofe

chief fupport, the whole year round, is venifon;

but the want of heavy draught in Winter, and
water-carriage in fummer, will not permit them
to bring many deer fkins to market, not even

thofe that are in feafon, and for which there has

always been great encouragement given.

Ve ftopped only one night in company with the

Indiags
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Indians whom we mêt on Pike Lake, and in the
morning of the fourth, proceeded to crofs the ré-

mainder of that Lake but, though the weather 4th.

was fine, and though - thé Lake was not morie

than twenty-feven milês broad at the place where

we croffed it, yet thé Indians lofi fo much time at

play, that it"was the feventh befo-e we arrived on 7th»

the Weft fide of it. During the whole timie we

were croffing it, each night we fôund either points

of land, or iflands, to put ip in. On the eighth, stba
we lay a little to the Eaft Noith Eaft of Black

Bea- Hill, where the Indians killed two deer, which
were the firft we had feen for ten days; but hav-

ing plenty of dried meat and fat with us, we were

by no means in want during any part of that

time. On the ninth, we proceeded on our courfe 9 tb.

to the Weftward, and foon met with as great

plenty of deer as we had feen during any part of

our journey; which, no doubt, made things go

on frnooth and eafy: and as the Spring advanced,
the rigour of the winter naturally abated, fo that

at times we had fine pleafant weather over.head,

though it was never fo warm as to occafion any
thaw, unlefs in fuch places as lay expofed to the

mid-day fun, and were fheltered from all the cold

winds.

On the nineteenth, as we were continuing our 9 .
courfe to the Weft and Weft by South, we faw
the tracks of feveral ftrangers; arid on following
the máin path, we arrived that night at frtend
of Northern Indians, who had refided there great

part
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7. part of the Winter, fnaring deer in the fame manf.
ner as thofe before mentioned, Indeed, it fhould

feem that this, as well as fome other places, had

been frequented more than once on this occafion;

for the;wood that had been cut down for fewel,

24th. and other ufes, was. almoft incredibIe. Before

morning, the weather became fo.bad, and the

ftorm continued to rage with fuch violence, that

we did not move for feveral days ; and as fome

of the Indians we met with at this place were go.

ing to Prince of Wales's Fort in the Summer, I
embraced the opportunity of fending by them a

Letter to the Chief at that Fort, agreeably to the

tenor of my inftruétions. By fumming up my

courfes and diffances from my laif obfervation,

for the weather at that time wouil not permit

me to obferve, 1 judged myfelf to be in latitude

6 ô 30' North, and about 19° 6o' of longitude to

the Weft of Churchill River. This, and fome

accounts of thé ufage I received fron the natives,

with my opinion of the future fuccefs of the

journey, formed the contents of my Letter.

c3. On the twenty-third, the weather became fine

and moderate, fo we once more purfued our way,

26th. and the next day, as well as on the twenty-fixth,

faw feveral more tents of Northern Indians, who

were employed in the fame manner as thofe we

had formerly met; but fome of them having had

b-d fuccefs, and being relations or acquaintances

eof part of. my crew, joined our company, and

proceeded with us to the Weftward. Though

the
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the deer did not then keep egular- paths, fo àsto ¶

enable the lidians to catch them ini pounds, yet
they were to be rmet y ith in geat abundance ini

fcatte ed herds ; fo that my companions killed as

many as they plèafed «with their gùns.

We £till continue'd oür courfe to the Weft and

Weft by South, and on the eighth of April, ar.

rived at a finall Lake, called Thelewby-aza.yeth;

but with what propriety it is fo called I cannot

difcover, for the meaning of Thelewey-aza'yeth is
Little Fifh Hill: probably fo called from a high

hill Which ftands on a long point near the Weft

end of the lake. On an ifland in this Lake we

pitched our tents, and the Indians finding deer

very numerous, determined to ftay here fome

time, in ordier to di-y and pourrd meat to take

with us ; for they well knew, by the feafon of the

year, that the deer *e-e then drawing out to the

barren ground, and-as the Indians propofed to

walk due North on out leaving the Lake, it was

uncertain when we fhould again meet with any

more. As feveral Indiais had during the Win-

ter joined our palty, our number had now in-

creafed to feven tents, which in the whole con-

tained not lefs than feventy perfons.

Agreeably to thë Indians' propofals we remain-

ed at Thelewey-aza-yeth ten days; during which

time my companions were bufily einployed (at

their intervals from hunting) in preparing fmall

flaves of birch-wood, about one and a quartet

inch fquate, and feven or eight feet long. Thefe

ferve
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.. ferve as tent-poles all the fummer, while on the

barren, ground; and as the fall- advances, are
converted into fnow.fhoe frames for Winter ufe.

Birchririd, together with timbers and other wood.

work for building canoes, were alfo another ob.

je& of the Indian's attention while at this place;

but as the canoes were not to be fet up till our

arrival at Clowey, (which was many miles difant,)

all the wood-work was reduced to its proper fize,
for the fake of making it light for carriage.

As to myfelf, I had little to do, except.to rake

a few obfervations for determining the latitude,
bringing up my journal, and filling up my chart

to the prefent time. I found the latitude of this

place 6£ 0 30' North, and its longitudé, by my ac-

count, 19 Weft of Prince of Wales's Fort.

28th. Having a good flock of dried provifions, and
mof of the neceffary work for canoes all ready,
on the eighteenth we moved about nine or ten

miles to the North. North Weft, and then came

to a tent of Northern Indians who were tenting

on the North fide of Thelewey-aza River. From

thefe Indians Matonabbee purchafed another wife;

fo that he had now no lefs than feven, moif of
whoMi would for fize have made good grena.

diers. He prided himfelf much in the height

and ftrength of his wives, and would frequently

fay, few women would carry or haul heavier loads;
anid though they had, in general, a very mafcu-

line appearance, yet he preferred them to thofe of

a more- delicate form and moderate ftature.

88
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In a country like this, where a partner in excedive1

hard labour is the chief motive for the union, and

the fofter endearments of a conjugal life are only

confidered as a fecondary obje&, there feems to

be great propriety in fuch a choice; but if all the

men were of this way of thinking, what woulk

become of the greater part of the women, who in

general are but of low fLature, and many of them

of a mofi delicate make, though not. of the ex-

adeft proportioi, or-moft beautiful mould ? Take

them in a body, the women are as deftitute of

real beauty as any~nation I ever faw, though there

are fome few of them, when young, who are to-
lerable; but the care of a family, added to their

confiant hard labour, foon make the mon beau-
tiful among them look old and wrinkled, even

before they are thirty; and feveral of the more

ordinary ones at that age are perfe& antidotes to
love and gallantry. This, however, does not ren-
der them lefs dear and valuable to their owners,
which is a lucky circumftance for thofe women,
and a certain proof that there is no fuch thing
as any rule or ftandard for beauty. Afk a Nor-
thern Indian, what is beauty? he wilI anfwer, a
broad fiat face, fmall eyes, high cheek-bones, three
or four broad black lines a-crofs each cheek, a low
forehead, a large broad chin, a clumfy hook-nofe,
a tawny hide, and breafts hanging down to the
belt. Thofe beauties are greatly heightened, or
at leaft rendered more valuable, when the poffef-
for is capable of dreffing all kinds of fkins, con-

verting
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be betëér e pileffee or explainéd, than by obferv.
ing &he ïithod o"f reaigo'r S-ivin hiia

iiê S, ~ihich woùld aàppear very- hÙmiliating, tô

aný Eianà womnh ihôugh cuftom ma eks it t

liitn the ~r o loi is to béai it. If. is be-
cffijrý tô obierve týhaàt vhenà the mten kilt any
rag béait 'the womaen a1àwa$' "Ls fent tô- brïig' it

tro the ftt: lhen ký is bro'Ôughflt 'fieréè evèry ope.
ra-où Ùh rfidéo6es, fucýh as. rpittini,dyig

p6 9diV, c is performed by eh ,Wom-én.
Wh n n thing i*stô.bé. preparéec for catin1g, kt à

tté woôâen Vho cook il --h"d heih à is donfe,

téwves ar daughtèrs of 1the g'reateft Capin

SThe fione here meant is fourteen po.unds.



in the country are neyer ferved, tih ail themalce,

even thofe who ai-e in the capacity of fervarts,

have eaten what the: think proper ; and in timáes

of fcarity k is frequently their lotrto be left with-

out a fingle mrfel. It is, however, natural ta

think trey-take the liberty of helping themfeives

in fecret; but this muft be done with great pru.'
dence, as capital embezzlements of provifions it

fuch times are looked on as affairs of real confe.

quehce, and frequently fubjec themi ta a very

fevere:bêating. If they are pra&ifed by a woaman
whofe youth and inattention to domeffic concerns

cannot plead in her favour, they wil for ever be
a blot in her chara&er, and few men wilI chufe to

have her foria wife.
Finding plenty ofgood birch growing by thre

fide of Theley-aza River, we remained therefor a

few days, in order to cormplete all the wo'd:wark

for the canoes, as weli as for every other ufe for

which we could pomffbly want it on 'the barreh

ground; during our Summer's cruife; On the

twentieth, Matonabbee fent one of his brothers, à
and fome others, a-head, with birch -rind and

wood-work for a canoe, and gave then orders to
proceed to a fmnall Lake near the barren ground

called Clowey, where they were defifed toa make
all poffible hafte in building the canoe, that it
might be ready on our arrival.

Havinrg finilhed fuch wood.work as the Indians
thought would be' neceffary, and having aug-
mented ûur ftock of dried meat a i fat, the

twenty-

NORTHERN OG-,EAN.
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7 twenty.firf: was appointed for moving; butone
of the wotnen having been .taken'in labour, and

A it being rather an extraordinary cafe, we were

detained more than tulo days. The inftant,
however, the poor woman was delivered, which
was not until ihe had fuffered ail the pains ufually
felt on thofe occafions for near fifty-two hoursthe

fignal was made for moving when the poor -crea.
ture.-took her infant on her back and fet out with

the- reft of the company; and though another

perfon had, the humanity to haul her fledge for

ler, (for one day only,) he was obliged to car.

ry a confiderable load befide her little charge, and

was frequently obliged to wade knee-deep in water

and wet fnow. Her very lQoks, exclufive of her
moans, were a fufficient proof of the great pain
fhe endured, infomuch that aithough fhe was a
perfon I greatly difliked, her diftiefs at this time
fo overcame my prejudice, that I never felt more
for any of her fex in -my life ; indeed ber fighs

pierced me to the foui, and rendered me very mi.
ferable, as it was not in my power to relieve her

When a Northern Indian woman is taken in la.

bour, a fmall tent is ere&ed for her, at fuch a dif.
tance from the other tents that her cries cannot
eafily be heard, and the other women and young
girls are her confiant vifitants: no male, exceþt
children in arms, ever offers to-approach . It
is. a -circumfnance-perhaps to be Iamented, that
thefe people never attempt- to ailini each other on
thofe occafions, even in the moft critical cafes.

This
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This is in fome meafure owing t delicacy, but
more probably to an opinion they entertaintha
nature is abundantly fuffiçient to perform every .
thing required, without anyexternal help what
ever. When I informed them of the affiùance
which European women derive. from the Ikill and
attention of our midwives, they treated k with
tlhe utmoft contempt; ironically obferving, 'that
"the many hump-backs, bandy-legs, and other
"deformities, fo freqiuent aumong ..the Englifh,
"were undoubtedly owing to the great fkill bf
" the perfons who affifted in bringing then into
"the. world, and to the extraordinary care of
" their Purfes afterward."

.A Northern Indian wonjan after child-hirth is
reckoned unclean for a month or five weeks;
during which time fihe always remains in a fmal
tent placed at a little diftance from the others,,,
with only a female acquaintance or two; and dur.
ing the whole time the father never fees the child.
Their reafon for this praéice is, that children
when firft born are fometimes not very fightly,
having in general large heads, and but little hair,
and are, moreover, often difcoloured by the force
of the labour; fo that were the father to fee them
to fuch great difadvantage, he might probably
take a diflike to them, which never afterward
could be removed.

The names of the children are always given to
them by the parents, or fome perfon near of kin.
Thofe of the boys are various, and generally de-

rived
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rived fron fome placê feafon or animal; th
nanes of he is ae chiefy taker frQ f
part or propety a t rs he
Martin,he .Bick Marthe Srr ar
the Mrins H t
tin'sert he aris Ta, &.

<. Onthe twenty-third s I hinted aoe whe
gan to ove forward, an.d to fhape our courfe
nearly North but the wBaIher s in gene

fo -ot, and fo niuch fnw ad, n cof c
becn nelted, as rade it bad wakr in fnow.

fhoes, andi fuch exceedin, heavy hauling that it
M.was the third of May before we coulçlarriv at

Clowey, tþough the dia ce as not aþove eigh.
ty-fie miles from Thelewey-azay eh. In our
wa e crofed part of two fmall Lakes, called

Tittamneg iake and Scartack Lake neithle of
whiclh are of any note, though both abound wi th
fine fifh

Matonabbee had eight wives and tbey werc ail calkd Martine.

CHAP.



C P. V.

Traafa&ions at €¼wey d on our Journey ti
ourArrivai at the Copper-inine River

Several ßrange Indians join >s.-Indians employed

b<iZdùng canves; defcriptiqn and uf e of bem.-

Mare Indiansjoinus, ta the amount affmehundreds

Leave Clcey.-Receive intelligence that Keel

ies was near us.-Twspung me a ptch¢dpr
ny letters and goods.Arive at Peßew Iake;

craf part of it and make alrgefmok.-Oné af

Matarnabbee's wi.es elopes.&nie remnarks an ihe

natives.-JKeelies joins us, Ynd &liaers my Jetters,

but the goods w¢re ait exped -àNo&rtlerz Inn

dian w/best take ae of Matonabbae's wiarfrani

him; matters compromifed, but had ke ta have

proved fatal ta my progrefs.--Crofi Pejew 4ake,

whenl make proper arrangements-for the remainder

flmyjourney.-Many Indians join our party, in-or

der to make war an the Efquimaux at the Copper Ri-

ver."--Preparations made for that purpaf while at

Clowey .- Proceed an our journey ta the Nort.-

Some remarks ,on the wvay.:-Crofi Cogead Lakean

the ice.-The fun did not frt,-Arrive at Conge.

cathawhachaga -indfeveralCopperIndians there.

-emarks and trnfafions during ourflay at Con.

gecathawhchaga.-Proceed on aur jaurney.-Wa-
ther very bad.---Arrive at the Stoney Mountains.-

Same account of them.-!-Crof part oBufala Lake
CQi
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in the ice.U-Saw many m/r-oxen.-Defcription of

them.-Went ,with fome Indians to.view Grizzle.

bear Hill.-Join aIrange Nortbern Indian Leader,
ca/led O'!ye in company with fonq Copper Indians.

/eir behaviour ta me-. Arrive at the Copper.

mine River.

7 HE Like Clowey is not much more than
twelve miles broad in the wideft part. A

May,
fmall river which runs into it on the Weft fide, is

faid by theJndians to join the Athapufcow Lake.

3d. On our arrival at Clowey on the third of May,
we found that the Captain's brother, and thofe

who were fent a-head with hirm from Theley-aza

River, had. only got there two days before us;

and, on account of the weather, had not made the

leafL progrefs in building the canoe, the plan of

which they had taken with them. The fame day

we got to' Clowey feveral other Indians joined us

from different quarters, with intent to build their

canoes at the famè place. . Some of thofe indians

had refided within four or five miles, to the South

Eau of Clowey all the Winter ; and had pro.

cured a plentiful livelihood by fnaring deer, in

the manner which has been already defcribed

Immediately after our arrival at Clowey, the In.

dians began to build their canoes, and embraced

every convenient opportunity for that purpofe:

but as warm and dry weather only is fit for this

buinefs, which was by no means the cafe at pre.

fçnt, it was the eighteenth of May before the ca-

noes
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noes belonging to My party could be completed.
On the nineteenth we began to proceed on our -
jorrney; but Matonabbee's canoe meetingiWith z9th.

fome damage, which took near a whole day to
repair, we were detained till the twentieth. t

Thofe veffels, though made of the fame mate-
rials with the canoes of the Southern Indians, dif-
fer fron them both in fhape and conftruâion
they are alfo much fmaller and lighter, and though
very flight and fimple in their conftru&ion, are
neverthelefs the beft that could pofibly be con-
trived for the ufe of thofe poor people, who are
frequently obliged to carry them a hundred, and
fometimes a hundred and fifty miles at a time,
without having occafion to put them into the wa-
ter. Indeed, the chief.ufe of thefe cances is to
ferry over unfordable rivers; though fometimes,
and at a few places, it muft be acknowledged,
that they are of great fervice in killing deer, as
they enable the Indians to crofs rivers and the
natrow parts of lakes ; they are alfa ufeful in kill-
ing fwans, geefe, ducks,&c. in the moulting feafon.

Aif the tools ufed by an Indian in building his
canoe, as well as in making his fnow-fhoes, and,
every other kind of wood-work, confif of a
hatchet, a knife, a file, and an awl; in the ufe of
which they are fo dextrous, that every thing they .
make is executed with a neatnefs not to be ex.
celled by the toft expert mechanic, affifted with
every tool he could wifh.

In fhape the Northern Indian canoe bears fome
H refem-
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7 refmblance to a weaver's fhuttle; beingfat-bot

toríed, with hftraight upright Ades, and harp
at each end but fhe ern is by far the widefn

part, as there the baggage is generally laid, and

occafionally a fecond perfosn, who always lies

dewn at fuIl length in the bottom of the canoe.,

Iri this mainer they carry one another acrofs i.

vers ard:he narrow parts of lakes in thofe litti

vefels which feIdom exceed twelve or thirteen

fet in length, and are froM twenty i ehes to two

feet broad inir he wideft part. The head,'or fore

part, is unnéceffarily long, and narrow; and is all

covered eove with birch-bark, whIch adds confi-

derably t the weight, withoutcntributing to

the burtherof the veffel. ngeneral, thefe Idi.

ans m ake -e of the fingle paddle, though a few

have double ones, like the -fguiir : the lat-

ter, however, are feldom ufed, ut by thofe who

lie in-wait to kil! deer as they crofs rivers and

r arrow lakes*.

-Uu.ribg,

See Plate IV Where Fig. Areprefents tie bòttonsof the canoe, Fig. B

being the fare art. Fig. Q is the complete frame of one before it, is co.

vered with the bark of -the birch-tree: it is reprefented on an atificia

bhnk, which the natives raife to build'it on. Fig. Dis an end view of a

fet of tiSbers bent and lafhed in thtir proper fshape, and left todry, Fig.

E_ is the reprefentation of a complete canne. Fig. F reprefentsone of
thtir paddles. Pig; G a fpear with which they kihi deer; and Fig. Il

their mode of carrying the cante.

The fohiowing references are to the feveral parts of the canoe: Fig. C.

. The ûtem. z. The tlern-poft. 3. Two forked flicks fupporting tht

hem and hern-pou. 4. The gunwales. 5. $mallrods placed between:the

tinber and birch-back thsat convers them. 6. The timbers, 7. The ketl-

fon. .8. Large flones placet there to keep the bottom fleady til the fides

are ftwed -on,
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During our ftay at Clowey we were joined by177,1

Ùpward of two hundred Indians froin different.
quarters, monf of whom built canoes at this place; May.

but as f was under the protecion of a principal
man, no one offered to moleft me, nor can I fay
they were very clamorous for any, thing I had.

This was undoubtedly owing to Matonabbee's in-

forming them of my true fituation; which was,
that I had not, by any means, fullicient neceffa-
ries for myfelf, much lefs to give away. The few
goods which I had with me were intended to be
referved for the Copper and Dogribbed Indians,
who never vifit the Company's FaJtories. To-
bacco was, however, always given away; for
every one of any note, who joined us, expeâed
to be treated with a few pipes, and on fome oc-
cafions it was fcarcely poffible to get off without
prefenting a few inches * to them ; which, with
the confiant fupplies which I was. obliged to fur-
nifh my own crew, decreafed that article of my
flock fo faif, that notwithftanding I had yet ad.
vanced fo fmall a part of my journey, more than
one half of my fiore was expended. Gun-pow-
der and lhot alfo were articles commonly afked
for by moft of the Indians we met;. and in gene-

ral thefe were dealt round to them with a liberal
hand by my guide Matonabbee. I muft, howe-
ver, do him thejuftice to acknowledge, that what

H 2 he

*The tobaccoufed in Hudfon's Bay is the Brafil tobacco; which Lst wid-

ed into the forn of a rope, of near an inch diameter, and then,wound inta

allarge rol; from which it is taken by meafures of length, for the natives.
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he diftributed was all his own, which he had pur-
-- ~ chafed'at the Fa&ory; to my certain knowledge

he bartered one hundred and fifty martins' fkins
for powder only; befides a great number of bea-
ver, and other furrs, for thot, ball, iron-work,
and tobaceo, purpofely to give away among his

countrynien; as he had certainly as many of thefe
articles.given to him as were, in his opinion, fufi.

cient for our fupport during our journey out and
home.

.MIay Matonabbee's canoe having been repaired, on
20th. the twentieth we left Clowey, and proceeded

Northward. That morning a fmall gang of iftran-
gers joined us, who informed my guide, that Cap.

tain Keelfhies was within a day's walk to the

Southward. Keelfhies was the inan by whom I
had fent a letter to Prince of Wales's Fort, from
Cathawhachaga, in the beginning of July one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy ; but not

long after that, having the misfortune to break
my quadrant, I was obliged to return to the Fort
a fecond time; and though we faw many fmokes,
and fpoke with feveral Indians on my return that
year, yet he and I miffed each other on the barren
ground, and I had not feen or heard of him fince

that time.

.As Matonabbee was defirous that I fhould re-

ceive my letters, and alfo the goods Ihad written

for, he difpatched two of his young men to bring

them. We continued our journey to the North-

a ward ; and the next day faw feveral large fmokes
at
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at a great diftance.to. the Eaftward on the barren

ground, which were fuppofed to be made by forne r

parties of Indians bound to Prince of Wales's Fort May.

with furrs and other commodities for trade.

On the twenty-fecond and twenty third, we

proceeded to the North, at the rate of fourteen or,

fifteen miles a day ; and in the evening of the lat.

ter, got clear of al the woods, and lay on the bar.

ren ground. The fame evening the two young

men who were fent for my letters, &c. returned,
and told me that Keelfhies had promifed to join
us in a few days, and deliver the thingys to me

with his own hand.

The twenty-fourth proved bad and rainy wea- 24th.

ther, fo that we only walked about feven miles,
when finding a few blafted fiumps of trees, we

pitched our tents. It was well we did fo, for tom-

wards night we had exceffively bad weather, with

loud thunder, flrong lightning, and heavy rain,
attended with a very hard gale of wind from the

South Weft; toward the next morning, howe-
ver, the wind veered round to the North Weft,
and the weather became intenfely cold and. frofly.
We walked that day about eight miles to the
Northward, when we were obliged to put up,
being almoif benumbed with cold. There we
found a few dry ftump3, as we had done the day
before, which ferved us for fewel*.

The

* I have obferved, during ny feveral journies in Lhofe parts, that all the
way to the North of Seal River the edge of the wood is faced with old wi-

thered
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The weather on the twenty-fixth was fo bad,

- . with fnow and thick drifting lieet, that we did nlot

2. move; but the next morning proving fine and

2 leafant, we dried our things, and walked about

twelve miles to the Northward; moft of the way

on the ice of a fmall river which runs into Pefhew

Lake*. We then faw afmoke to the Southwvard,
which we judged to be made by Keelfhies, fo we

put up for the night *by the fide of the above.

mentioned Lake, where I expe&ed we fhould
*Sth. have waited for his arrivail; but, to *my great

furprize, on the morrow we again fet forward,
and walked twenty-two miles to the Northward

on Pefhew Lake, and in the afternoon pitched

our tents on an ifland, where, by ny defire, the

Indians made a la rge fmoke, and propofed to flay

a day or two for Captain Keelfhies.
-In

thered frumps, and trees which have been blown down by the wind.

They are mofly of the fort which is called herejuniper, but were feldom of

any coniderable fize. Thofe blaffed trees are found in -fome parts to ex.

tend to the difiance of twenty miles froni the living woods, and detached

patches of them are much farther off.; which is a proof that the cold has

been encreafing in thofe parts for fome ages. Indeed, forne of the older

Northern Indians have affured me, that they have heard their fathers and

grandfathers fay, they remembered the greateif part of thofe places where

the trees are now blafled and dcad, in a fßourifhing <ate; and that they

were remarkable for abounding with deer. It is a well-known fa&, that

niany deer are fond of frequenting thofe plains where the juniper trees

abound near barren grounds, particularly in fine weather during the Win-

ter; but in heavy gales of w'ind they either take fhelter in the thick woods,

or go out on the open plains. The Indians, who never want a reafon for

any thing, fay, that the deer quit the thin flraggling woods during the

hgh winds, becaufe the nodding of the trees, when at a confiderable dif-

tance from each other, frightens them ; but in the midft of a thick foreil,

the confiant rufiling of the branches lulls themn into fecurity, and renders

themu au eafy prey to a fkilful hunter.

* Probably the fame with Partridge Lake in the Map.



In the night,. one of Matonabbee's· wives and

another woman eloped: it was fuppofed they .
went off to the Eaftward, in order to meet their

former hufbands, from whom they had been

fometime before taken by force. This affair made

more noife and buffle than I could have fuppof,

ed; and Matonabbee feemed éntirely difconcert.

ed, and quite inconfolable for the lofs of his wife.

She was certainly by far the -handfomeft of allhis

flock, of a moderate fize, and had a fair comnplex-

ion; lhe apparently poffeffed a mild temper, and

very engaging manners. In fa&, flie feetned to

have every good quality that could be expeted in

a Northern Indian woman, and that could render

her an agreeable companion to an inhabitant of

this part of the world. She had not, however,
appeared happy in her late fituation ; and chofe

rather to be the fole wife of a fprightly young

fellow of no note, (though very capable of main-

taining her,) than to have the feventh or eighth

fliare of the affeEtion of the greateft man in the

country. i am forry to mention an incident which
happened while we were building the canoes at

Clowey, and which by no means does honour to

Matonabbee: it is no lefs a crime than that of

ha-ving adually flabbed the hufband of the above-

mentioned girl in three places; and had it not

been for timely afifiance, would certainly have
murdered him, for no-other reafon than becaufe
the poor man had fpoken difrefpeCtfully of him
for having taken his wife away by force. The cool

deliberation

NORTHERN OCEAN.
103



104 A JOURNEY TO THE

177. deliberation with which Matonabbee committed
F" this bloody aaion, convinced me it had been a

long premeditated defign; for he no fooner heard

of the man's arrival, than le opened one of his

wives' bundles, and with the greatei compofure,
took out a new long box-handled knife, wentin-

to the man's tent,'and, without any preface what-

ever, took him by the collar, and began to exe-
cute lis horrid defign. The poor man anticipat-

ing his danger, fell on bis face, and called for af-

fiftance ; but before any could be had: he receiv-

ed three wounds in the back. FortunLtely for
him, they all happened on the fhoulder-blade, fo

that his life was fpared. When Matonabbee re-

turned to lis tent, after committing.this horrid

deed, he fat down as compofedly as if nothing had

happened, called for water to wafh his bloody

hands and knife, fmoked his pipe as ufual, feem-
ed to be perfe&ly at cafe, and alked if I did not
think he had done right?

It has ever been the cuftom ariong thofe peo.

ple for the men to wrefile forany woman to whom

they are attached; and, of courfe, the ftrongeft
party always cârries off the prize. A weak ,man,
unlefs lie be a good hunter and well-beloved, is

feldom permitted to keep a wife that a ftronger
man thinks worth his notice: for at any time

when the wives of thofe ftrong wreftlers are hea-
vy-laden either with furrs. or provifions, they
make no fcruple of tearing any other:man's wife

from his bofom, and making her bear a part of
his
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his luggage. This culom. prevails throughout ail

their tribes, and caufes a great fpirit of emulati-.

on among their youth, who are upon all occafi. May

ons, from.their childhood, trying their ftrength

and fkill in wrefaling. This enables them to pro.
tec their property, and particularly their wives,
from the hands of thofe powerful ravifhers ; fome

of whom make almoif a livelihoodby taking what

they pleafà- from the weaker parties, without mak-

ang thein any return. Indeed, it is reprefented

as an a' of great, generofity, if they condefcend
to make an unequal exchange; as, in general,
abufe and infult are the only return for the lofs
which is fufained.

The way in which they tear the women and

other property from one another, though it has

the appearance .of the greateft brutality, can

fcarcely be called fighting. I never knew any of
them receive the leaft hurt in thefe rencontres;

the whole bufinefs confifns in hauling each other

about by the hair of the head; they are feldom

known either to firike or kick one another. It

is not uncommon for one of them to cut off .his

hair and to greafe his ears, immediately before the
conteni begins. This, however, is done private-

ly; and it is fometimes truly laughable, to fee one
of the parties ftrutting about with an air of great
importance, and .calling. out, "Where is he ?
"Why does he not come out ?". when the other
will bolt out with a clean fhornéd head and greaf-
ed ears, rufh on his antagonift, feize, him by

the
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the hair, and though perhaps a much weaker man,
-- foon drag him to the ground, while the fironger

is not able to lay hold on him. It is very fre.

quent on thofe occafions for each party to have

fpies, to watch the other's motions, which puts
them more on a footing of equality. For want
of hair to pull, they feize each other about the
waift, with legs wide extended, and try their

ftrength, by endeavouring to vie who can firft

thro wthe other down.

On thefe wreftling occafions the ftanders-by ne.

ver attempt to interfere in the conteif ; even one

brother offers not to affifn another, unlefs it

be with advice, which, as it is always deliver:d

openly on the field during the contefi, may, in

fa&, be faid to be equally favourable to both par.

ties. It fometimes happens that one of the wreff.

lers is fuperior in ftrength to the other; and if a

woman be the caufe of the conteft, the weaker is

frequently unwilling to yield, notwithflandinghe'

is greatly overpowered. When this happens to

be the cafe, the relations and friends, or other

bye:ftanders, will fometimes: join to perfuade the

weaker combatant to give up the conteft, left, by

continuing it, he fhould get bruifed and hurt,

without the leaft probability of being able to pro-

teà what he is contending for. I obferved that

very few of thofe people were diffatisfied with the

wives which had fallen to their lot, for whenever

any confiderable number of them were in coi-

pany, fcarcely a day paffed without fome over-

itures being made for contefts of this kind ; and
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it was often very u-'nleafant to me, to fee the ob.
jeà of the conteft fitting in penfive filence watch-
ing her fate, while her hufband and his rival were M

contending for the prize. I have indeed not only
felt pity for thofe poor wretched vi&ims, but the
utmof indignation, when I have feen them won,

perhaps, by a man whom they mortally hated.
On thofe occafions their grief and reludance to
follow their new lord lias been fo great, that the
bufinefs has often ended in the greatefn brutality ;
for, in the flruggle, I have feen the poor girls
firipped quite naked, and carried by main force to
their new lodgings. At other times it was plea-
fant enough to fee a fine girl led off the field fro#m
a hufband fhe difliked, with a tear in one eye aid
a finger on the other: for cuflom, or delicacy if
you pleafe, has taught them to think it neceffary
to whimper a little, let the change be ever fo
much to their inclination. I have throughout this
account given the women the appellation of girls,
which is pretty applicable, as the objeàs of con-
teif are generally young; and without any family:
few of the men chufe to be at the trouble of main-
taining other people's children, except on particu.
lar occafions, which will be taken notice of here-
after.

Some of the old men, who are famous on ac-
count of their fuppofed kill in conjuration, have
great influence in perfuading the rabble from
committing thofe outrages; but the humanity of
thefe fages is feldom known to extend beyond

their
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177. their own families. In defence of them they will
exert their utmoft influence.; but when their own

May.
' relations are guilty of the fame crime, they fel.

dom interfere. This partial condua creates fome

fecret, and feveral open enemies; but the gene-
rality of their neighbours are deterred, through

fear or fuperfition, from exeçuting their revenge,
and even from talking difrefpeétfully of them, un-

lefs it be behind their backs; which is a vice of

which almofi every Indian in this country, with-

out exception, is guilty.

Notwithflanding the Northern Indians are fo

covetous, and pay fo little regard to private pro.

perty as to take every ad.vantage of bodily ftrength
to-rob their neighbours, not only of their goods,

but of their wives, yet they are, in other refpeas,

the mildeft tribe, or nation, that is to be found

on the borders of Hudfon's Bay: for let their.af-

fronts or loffes be ever fo great, they never will
feek any other revenge than .that of wreftling.
As for murder, which is fo common among all
the tribes of Southern Indians, it is feldom heard
of among them. A murderer is fhunned and de.
tefted by all the tribe, and is obliged to wander

up and down, forlorn and forfaken even by his
own relations and former friends. In that refpe&.
a murderer may truly be compared to Cain, after
he had killed his brother AbeL The cool recep-
tion he meets with by all who know him, qcca.

-fions him to grow melancholy, and he never
leaves any place but» the whole company fay

"There
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"There goes the murderer !" The women, it is

truc, fometimes receive. an unlucky blow from

their hufbands for mifbehaviour, which occafions
their death; but this is thought nothing of: and
for one ran or woman to kill another out of re-

venge, or through jealoufy, or on any other ac-
count, is fo extraordinary, that very few are now
exifting who have been guilty of it. At the pre-

fent moment I know not one, befide Matonabbee,
who ever made an attempt of that nature; and
he is, in every other refpec& a man of fuch uni-
verfal good fenfe, and, as an Indian, of fuch great

humanity, that I am at a lofs how.to. account for
his having been guilty of fuch a crime, unlefs it be

by his having lived among the Southern Indians
fo long, as to become tainted. with their blood-
thirfty, revengeful, and vindiative difpofition.

Early in the morning of the twenty.ninth, cap- 29 th.

tain Keelfhies joined us. He delivered to me a
packet of letters, and 2, two.quart.keg of French
brandy; but affured me, that the powder, fhot,
tobacco, knives, &c. which he received at the Fort
for me, were all expended. He endeavoured. to
make fome apology for this, by faying, that fome
of bis relations died in the Winter, and that hehad,
according to their cuftom, throw all bis own

things away; after which he was obliged:to have
recourfe to my ammunition and other. goods, to
fupport himfelf and a numerous family. The ve-
ry affeding manner in which he related this ftory,
often crying like a child, was a great proof of bis

extreme
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1771. extreme forrow, which he wifhed to perfuade nie
arofe from the recolle&ion of his having embez.
Vazled f muclh of ny property; but I was of a dif-
feient opinion, and attributed his grief to arife
from the remembrance of his de:eafed relations.
IHowever, as a fualIl recompence for my lofs, he
prefented we with four ready-drellèd moofe-fkins,
which was, he faid, the only retribution lhe could
then make. The moofe-lkins, though not the
twentieth part of the value of the goods which
lie had embezzled, were in reality more accepta.
ble to me, than the ammunition and the other
articles would have been, on account of their
great ufe as fhoe-leather, which at that time was
a very fcarce article with us, whereas we had plen.
ty of powder and fhot.

On the fame day that Keelfhies joined us, an In.
dian man, who had been fome time in our com-
pany, infifted on taking one of Matonabbees
wives from him by force, unlefs he complied with
his demands, which were, that Matonabbee
fhould give him a certain quantity of ammuniti-
on, fome pieces of iron-work, a kettle, and feveral
other articles; every one of which, Matonabbee
was obliged to deliver, or lofe the woman ; for
the other man far excelled him in ftrength. Ma.
tonabbee was more exafperated on this occafion,
as the fame man had fold him the woman no Ion.
ger ago than the nineteenth of the preceding
April. Having expended all the goods he then
poffeffed, however, he was determined to make

another

110
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another bargain for her; and as fhe was what 17.
may be called a valuable woman in their eftima- t
tion; that is, one who was not only tolerably per. May

fonable, but reckoned very fkilful in manufac-
turing the different kinds of leather, fkins, and
furrs, and at the fame time very clever in the per-
formance of every other domeftic duty required
of the fex in this part of the world; Matonabbee
was more unwilling to part with her, efpecially as
he had fo lately fuffered a lofs of the fame kind.

This difpute, which was after fome hours de-
cided by words and prefents, had like to have
proved fatal to my expedition ; for Matonabbee,
who at that time thought himfelf as great a mari
as then lived, took this affront fo much to heart,
efpecially as it was offered in my prefence, that he
almon determined not to proceed any farther to-
ward the Copper-mine. River, and was on the
point of ftriking off to the Weftward, with an
intent to join the Athapufcow Indians, and conti-
nue with them: he being perfeclly well acquaint-
ed with all their leaders, and moni of the princi-
pal Indians of that country, from whom, during
a former refidence among them of feveral years,
he faid he had met with more civility than he
ever did from his own countrymen. As Mato-
nabbee feemed refolutely bent on his defign, I
had every reafon to think that my third expediti-
on would prove equally unfuccefsful with the two
former. I was not, however, under the leaft
apprehenfion for my own fafety, as he promifed

to



A JOURNEY TO THE

t7 take me with him, and procure me a paffage

y to Prince of Wales's Fort, with fome. of the Atha-

pufcow Indians, who at that time annually vifited

the Fa&ory in the way of trade. .After waiting
till I thought Matonabbee's paffion had a little

abated, I ufed every argument of which I was

mafter in favour of his proceeding on the journey;
affuring him not only of the future efleem of the

prefent Governor of Prince of Wales's Fort, but

alfo of that of all his fucceffors as long as he liv-

ed; and that even the Hudfon's Bay Company

themfelves would be ready to acknowledge his

affiduity and perfeverance, in conduaing a bufi-

nefs whichhad fo much the appearance, of prov.

ing advantageous to them. After fome conver-

fation of this kind, and a good deal of intreaty,
he at length confented to proceed, and promifed

to make àll pofible halle. Though it was then

2 9 th. late in the afternoon, he gave orders for moving,

and accordingly we walked about feven miles

that night, and put up on another ifland in Pefih-

ew Lake. The preceding afternoon the Indians

had killed a few deer ; but our number was then

fo great, that eight or ten deer would fcarcely af-

ford us all a talle. Thefe deer were the firif we

hai feen fince our leaving the neighbourhood of

Thelewey.aza-yeth-; fo that we had lived all the

time on the dried meat which had been prepared

before we left that place in April.

3oth. The thirtieth proved bad, rainy weather ; we
walked, however, about. ten miles to the North-

ward,
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ward, when we arrived on the North fide of Pef- 177!.
ew Lake, and put up. Here Matonabbee imme- q

May.
diatelybegan to make every neceffary arrange-

ment for facilitating the executing of our defign;
and as he had promifed to make all poffible hafte,

he thought it expedient to leave moft of his wives
and al his children in the care of fome Indians,

then in our company, who had bis orders to pro-
ceed to the Northward at their leifure; and who,
at a particular place appointed by him, were to
wait our'return from the Copper-mine River.
Having formed this refolution, Matonabbee fe.
le&ed two of his youpg wives who had no chil-

dren, to accompany us;.and in order to make
their.loads as light as poffible, it was agreed that
we fhould not take mare ammunition with us
than was really neceffary for our fupport, till we
might expe& again ta join thofe Indians and the
women and children. The fame meafures were
alfo adopted by all the other Indians of my party;
particularly thofe who had a plurality of wives,
and a number of children.

As thefe matters took fome time to adjuft, it 3 t.
was near nine o'clock in the evening of the thir-
ty-firft before we could fet out; and then it was
with much difficulty that Matonabbee could pe&
fuade his other wives from following hirn, it-h
their children and all their lumber; for fuch was
their unwillingnefs to be left behind, t4àt he was
obliged to ufe his authority before they would
confent, confequently they parted in anger; and

I di- ne
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we no fooner began our march, than they fet up
t4-' a mnft: woeful cry, and continued .to yeil mou

piteoufly as long as we were within hearing.

This mournful fcene had fo little effeJt on my

party, that they walked away laughing, and as

pnerry as ever. Thé few who expreffed any re-

gret at their departure from thofe whom they

were to leave behind, confined their regard whol-

ly to their children, particuiarly to the youngeft,
fcarcely ever mentioning their mother.

Though it was fo late when we left the wpmen,

we walked about ten miles that night before we

fropped, In our way we faw many deer; feveral

of which the Indians killed.' To talk of travelling

and killing deer in the- middle of the night, may

at firft view have ·the appearance of romance;

but our wonder will fpeedily abate, when it is

confidered that we were then to the Northward

of o4 of North latitude, and that, in confequence

of it, though the Sun did not remain the whole

night above the horizon, yet the time it remain-

cd below it was fo fhort, :and its dtpreflion even

at midnight fo fmall at this feafon of the year,

that the light, in clear weather, was quite fuffici-

ent for the purpofe both of walking, and hunting

any kind of game.
It fhould have been obferved, that during our

:tay at Clowey a great number of Indians entered

into a combination with thofe of my party to ac.

company us to the Copper-mine River; and with

no other intent than to murder the Efquinaux,



who are underftood by the Copper Indians to fre.- 7

quent that river in confiderable numbers. This

fcheme, notwithftanding the trouble and fatigue,

as weIl as danger, with which it muif be obviou-

fly attended, was neverthelefs fo univerfally ap-

proved by thofe people, that for fome time.almofl:

every man who joined us.propofed to be of the,

party. Accordingly, each volunteer, as welias

thofe who were properly of my party, prepared
a target, or fhield, before'we left the woods of

Clowey. Thofe targets were compofed of thin

boards, about three quarters of an inch thick, two

feet broad, and three feet long; and were intend.

ed to ward off the arrows of the Efquimaux.
Notwithftanding thefe preparations, when wç

came to leave the women and children, as has

been aiready mentioned, only fixty volunteers
would go with us; the reft, who were nearly as

many more, though they had all prepared targets,
refleding that they had a great diffance to walk,.
and that no advantage could be expeded fron.
the expedition, very prudently begged to be exz

cufed, faying, that they could not be fpared for fo

long a time from the maintenance of their wires
and families; and particularly, as they did not
fee any then in our company, who feemed willing
to encumber themfelves with fuch a charge. This
feemed to be a mere evafion, for I am clearly of
opinion that poverty on one fide, and avarice on
the other, were the only impediments to their
joining our party; had they poffeffed as many

I 2 Europeaa
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177li. European goods to fquander away among their

'0%% countrymen as Matonabbee and thofe of my party

did, in allprobability many might have been found

who would have been glad to have accompaniedus,

When I was acquainted with the intentions of

my çompanions, and faw the warlike preparations

that were carrying on, I endeavoured as much as

poffible to perfuade them from putting theirs in-

human defign into execution ; but fo far were my
intreaties from having the wifhed-for effe&, that

it was concluded I was a&uated by cowardice;
and they told me, with great marks of derifion,

that I was afraid of the Efquimaux. As I knew

my perfonal fafety depended in a great meafure

on the favourable opinion they entertairzed of me

in this refped, I was obliged to change my tone,
and replied, that i did not çare if they rendered

the name and race of the Efquimaux extînd;

adding at the fame time, that though I was no

enemy to the Efquimaux, and did not fee the

neceffity of attacking them without caufe, yet if

I fhould find it neceffary to do it, for the protec.

tion of any one of my company, my own fafety

out of the queftion, fo far from being afraid of a

poor defencelefs Efiquimaux, whom I defpifed

more than feared, nothing fhould be wanting on

my part to proteé all who were with me. This
declaration was received with great fatisfa&ion;
and I never afterwards ventured to interfere with
any of their war-plans. Indeed, when I carne to.

confider ferioufly, I faw evidently that it was the

higheft



higheff folly for an individual like me, and lin my Ê'
fituation, to attempt to turn the current of a na
tional prejudice which had fubfifted between M

thofe two nations from the earlief periods, or at

leaft as long as they had been acquainted with the

exifrence of each other.
Having got rid of all the women, children, dogs, Ju'

heavy-baggage, and other incumbrances, on the
firft.of June we purfued our journey to the North-
ward with great fpeed; but the weather was in
general fo precarious, and the fnow, fleet, and
rain fo frequent, that notwithftanding we cm-
braced every opportunity which offered, it was
the fixteenth of June before we arrived in the la- 16th.

titude of 670 30', where Matonabbee had propof-

cd that the women and children fhould wait our
return from the Copper-mine River.

In our way hither we croffed feveral lakes on
the ice; of which Thôy-noy-kyed Lake and Thoy-

coy-lyned Lake were the principal. We alfo
croffed a few inconfiderable creeks and rivers,
which were only ufeful as they furnifhed a fmall
fupply of fifli to the natives. The weather, as I
have before obferved, was in general difagreeable,
with a great deal of rain and fnow. To make up
for that inconvenience, however, the deer were
fo plentiful, that the Indians killed fnot only a fuf-
ficient quantity for our daily fupport, but fre.
quently great numbers merely for the fat, mar-
row and tongues. To induce them to defif from
this praclice, I often inter'cfLed myfelf, and endea-

voured,
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177!. voured, as much as poffible, to convince them in

the cleareft terms of which I was mafter, of the

great imPropriety of fuch wafe ; particularly at

a time of the year when their lkins could not be

of any ufe for clothing, and when the anxiety to

proceed on our journey would not permit us to

fRay long enough in one place to eat up half the

fpoils of their hunting. As national cuftoms,

however, are not eafily overcome, my remon-

firances proved ineffeaual; and I was always

anfwered, that it was certainly right to kill plen.

ty, and live on the bef, when and where it was

to be got, for that it would be impp ible to do it

where every thing was fcarce: aià they infifted

on it, that killing plenty of deer and other game

in one part of the country, could never make

them fcarcer in another. Indeed, they were fo

accuftomed to kill every th'ing that came within

their reach, that few of them could pafs by a

£malí bird's nefi, without fiaying the young ones,

or deftroying the eggs.

oth. From the feventeenth to the twentieth, we

*walked between feventy and eighty miles to the

North Weft and North North Weft; the greater

part of the way by Cogead Lake ; but the Lake

being then frozen, we croffed all the creeks and

bays of it on the ice.

On the twenty-firft we had bad rainy weather,
.with fo thick a fog that we could not fee our way:

about -ten o'clock at night, however, it became

fine aud ,clear,- and- the Sun ffone very bright;

indeed
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indeéd It did nlot fët all that night, which was a 1771,
convincing proof, without any obfervation, that
we were then confiderably to the North of the
ArcHe Polar Circle.

As foon as the fine weather began, we fet out .

and walked about fevgp or eight miles to the
Northward, when we came to a branch of Conge-
ca-tha-wha.i.chaga River ; on the North fide of
which we found feveral Copper Indians, who
were affmbled, accordibg to annual cuftom, to kill
deer as they crofs the river in their little canoes.

The ice being now broken up, we were, for the
firft time this Suiimer, ôbliged to make ufe of our
canoes to ferry acrofs the river: which would
have proved very tedious, had it not been for the
kindnefs of the Copper Indians, who fent all their
canoës to our ariftanc. Though our nunber
was not rmuch lefs than one hundred and fifty,
we had only thrte canoes, and thofe being of the
coinmon fize, could only carry two perfons each,
without baggage. It is true, when water is
fmooth, and a raft of three or four of thofe canoes
is well fecured by poles lafhed acrofs ther, they
will carry a much greater weight in proportion,
and be much fafer, as thereis fearcely a pòfibility
of their overfetting; and this is the generaI mode
adopted by the people of this country in croffing
rivers when they have more than onecanoe with
them.

Having árrived on the North fide of this river,
we found that Matonabbee, and feveral others in

our
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1771. our company, were perfonally acquainted with
moft of the Copper Indians whom we found

there. The latter feemed highly pleafed at the

interview with our party, andeindeavoured, by
every means in their power, to convince our com-

pany of their readinefs to jprve us to the utmoft;

fo that by the time we had got our tents pitched,.
the ftrangers had provided a large quantity of
dried meat and fat, by way.of a feaif, to which
they invited moif of the principal Indians who ac.
companied me, as well as Matonabbee and myfelf,
who were prefented with fome of the very bell.

It it natural to fuppofe, that immediately after

our arrival the Copper Indians would be made

acquainted with the nature ând intention of our

journey. This was no fooner done than they
expreffed their entire approbation, and many of

them feemed willing and defirous of giving every

affiniance; particularly by lending us feveral ca-
noès, which they affured us would be very ufe-

ful in the remaining part of our journey, and

contribute both to our eafe and difpatch. It mun

be obferved, that thefe canoes were not entirely
entru.fed to my crew, but carried by the owners

themfelves who accompanied us; as it would
have been very uncertain where to have found
theim at our return from the Copper River.

Agreeably to my inflruaions, I fnoked my

calumet of peace with the principal of the Copper
Indians,· who feemed highly pleafed on the occa-
fion; and,· from a converfation held on the fub-

jeâ
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jea of my journey, I found they were delighted _77 1.
with the hopes of having an European fettlement «

in their neighbourhood, and feemed to have no e

idea that any impediment could prevent fuch a

fcheme from being carried into execution. Cli.

mates and feafons had no weight with them; nor
could they fee where the difdiculty lay in getting

to them; for though they acknowledged that

they had never feen the fea at the mouth of the

Copper River clear of ice, yet they could fee

nothing that fhould hinder a fhip from approach-
ing it; and they innocently enough obferved,

that the water was always fo fmooth between

the ice and fhore that even fmall boats might

get there with great cafe and fafety. How a fhip

was to get between the ice and the fihore, never
once occurred to them.

Whether it was from real motives of hofpitali-
ty, or from the great advantages which they ex-
pe&ed to reap by my difcoveries, I know not;
but I muft confefs that their civility far exceeded
what I could expec't from fo uncivilized a tribe,
and I was exceedingly forry that I had nothing of
value to offer them. However, fuch articles as I
had, I diftributed among them, and they were
thankfully received by them. Though they have
fome European commodities among them, whicI
they purchafe from the Northern Indians, the
fame articles from the hands of an Englifhman
were more prized. As I was the firft whom they
had ever feen, and in all probability might be the

Iaft,
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p. lafi, it was curions to fee how they flocked about

ime and expreffed as much défire to examine me

fron top to toe, as an European Naturalift would

a non-defctipt animal. They, however, found

and pronounced me to bea pef·fe human being,

except in the colour of my hair and eyes: the

for mer, they faid, wàs like the Rlained hair of a

buffaloe's tail, and the latter, being light, were

like thofe of a guil. The whitenefs of my fldn

alfo was, in their opinion, no ornament, as they

fit it refembled mñeat which had been fodden in

water till all the blôod was extraded. On the

'hole, I was viewed as fo great a curiofity in this

part of the. world, that during my ftay there,
whenever I combed my head, fotne or other of

them never failed to afk for the hairs that cane

off, which they carefully wrappe-d up, faying,

When I fee you again, you ihal again fee your

hair.

23d. The day after our arrival at Congecathawha-
chaga, Matonabbee difpatched his brother, and

feveral Copper Indians, ta Copper-mine River,

with orders to acquaint any Indians they iight
meet, with the reafon of mby vifiting thofe parts,

and alfo when they rmight probably exped us at

that river. By the bearers of this meffage I fent

a prefent of tobacco and fome other things, to in-

duce any ftrangers they met to be ready to give

us afliftance, either by advice, or in any other way

which might be required.

As Matenabbee and the other Indians thought
it
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it advifable to leave al the women at this place, 177-.
and proceed to the Copper-mine River withòut

them, it 'ras thought neceffary to continue here

a few days, to kill as many deer as wouId be fuhf-
cient for their fupport during our abferice. And

notwithftanding deer were fo plkntifuIl, yet our

numbers were fo large, and our daily confumptio

was fo great, that feveral days elapfed before the

men could provide the women with a fuffeient

quantity ; and then they had nu other *äy of
preferving it, than by cutting itiä thin flices and

drying it in the Sun. Meat, w-heti thus ptepared,
is not only very portable, but palatable; as al
the blood and juices are fill rernaining in the

meat, it is very nourifhing and wholefore food
and may, with care, be kept a whole year with.

out the leafn danger of fpoiIîng. , is neteffary,
however, to air it frequently during the warm

weather, otherwife it is iable to -grow ruoldy.
but as foon as the chili air of the fall begins, it

requires no farther trouble till next Summer.

We had not been many days at Congecatha-

whachaga before I had reafon to be greaty con-
cerned at the behaviour of feveral of my crew to
the Copper Indians. They not only took many
of their young -women, furrs, and ready-dreffed
*Šins for clothing, 'but alfo feveral of their bows
and arrows, which were the only implements
they had to procure food and raiment, for the
future fupport of themfelves, their wives, and fa-
milies. It mayprobably be thought, that as thefe
weapons are of fo, fimple a form, and foe aflly con.

flruded,
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Rru&ed, they might foon bereplaced, ·without
_-v.. 1, any other trouble or expence than a little labour;

but this fuppofition can .only hold good in places
where proper materials are eafily procured, which
was npt the cafe here: if it had, they would not
have beeh an obje& of plunder. In.the midft of
a forefn of trees, the wood that would make a
Northern Indian a bow and a few arrows ýor in.
deed a bow and.-arrows ready made, are not of
nuch value no more than the man's trouble
that makes them: but carry that bow and arrows
feveral hundred :miles from any woods and place
where thofe are the only weapons in ufe, their
intrinfic value will be found to increafe, in the
fame proportion as the materials which are made
are lefs attainable#.

To do Matonabbee juflice on this occafion, I
muft fay that he endeavoured as much as poffible
to perfuade his countrymen from.taking either
furrs, clothing, or bôws, from the Copper Indi.
ans, without making them .fome fatisfa&ory re-
turn ; but if he did. not encourage, neither did
he endeavour to hinder them from - taking
as many women as they pleafed. Indeed, the
Copper Indian women feem to be much efteem-
ed by our Northern traders; for what- reufon I
know -not, as they are in reality the fame people
in every refpe&; and their language differs not
fo much as the diales of fome of the neareft
counties in England do from each other.

It

SSee Po tiethwayt;on the article o£ Labour..
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It is not furprifing that a plurality of wives is

çufomary among thefe people, as it is fo well

adapted to their fituation and manner of life, In

My opinion no -race of people under the Sun have
a greater occafion for fuch an indulgence, -Their
annual haunts, in queft of furrs, is fo. rçmote
from any European fettlement, as to render them
the greatefi travellers in the known world; and

as they have neither horfe nor water carriage,
every good hunter is under the necefiity of hav.

ing feveral perfons to affift in carrying his furrs

to the Company's Fort, as well as carrying back
theEuropean goods which he .eceives in exchange

for them. No perfons in this country are fo pro-

per for this work as the women, becaufe they are

inured to carry and haul heavy loads from their

childhood, and to do all manner of drudgery;
fo that thofe men who are capable of providing
for three, fourfive, fix, or more women, gene-

rally find them humble and faithful fervants, af-
fe&ionate wives, and fond and indulgent mo-
thers to their children. Though cuftom makes
this way of life fit apparentIy eafy on the genera.
lity of the women, and·though, in general, the
whole of their wants feerm to be comprized in
food and clothing only, yet nature at times gets
the better of cuftom, and the fpirit of jealoufy
makes its appearance among them : however, as
the hufband is always arbitrator, he foon fettles
the bufinefs, though perhaps not always to the
entire fatisfa&ion of the parties.

Much
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Much does it redound to the honour of the

Northern Indian women when I affirm, that they
are'the xnildeft and moft virtùous females I have

feen in any part of North America; though fome

think this is more owing to habit, cuffom, and

the fear of their hufbands, then from real incli-

xnation. It is undoubtedly well known that none

can manage a Northern Indian woman fo well as a

Northern Indian man;. and.when any of them
have been permitted to remain at the Fort, they

have, for the fake of gain, been efily prevailed

on to deviate from that chara&er; and a few have,
by degrees, become as abandoned as the Southera
Indians, who are remarkable throughout ail their

tribes for being the moft debauched wretches un-

der the Sun. So Par from laying any reftraint
on their fenfual appetites, as long as youth and
inelination lait, they give themfelves up to all

imanner of even inceftuous debauchery ; and that

in fo beaftly a manner when they are intoxicated,

a ftate to- which they are peculiarly addi&ed, that

the brute creation are not lefs regardlefs of de-

cency. I knovr that fome few Europeans, who

have had little opportunity of feeing them, and of
enquiring into their manners, have been very

lavifh in their praife: but every one who has had

much intercourfe with them, and penetration
and induftry enough to ftudy their difpofitions,

will agree, that no accomplifhments whatever

in a man,, is fufficient to conciliate the affeétions,

or
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or preferve the chaftity of a Southern Indian wo-
maan*.

The

4 Notwithftandingthis is the general charaaer of the Southern Indian

women,a they are called on the coafts of Hudfon's Bay, and who are the
fame tribe with the Canadian Indians, I am happy to have it in my power

to infert a few lines to the memory of one of them, whom 1 knew from
her infancy, and who, I can truly affirm, was direftly the reverfe of the
pi&ure Ihave drawn.

MARY, the daughter of MoSEs No.RTON,-many years Chief at Prince

of Wales's Fort, in iudfon's Bay, though born and brought up in a coun-

try of all others the leaft favourable to virtue and virtuous principles, pof.

feffed then', and every other good and amiable quality, in the moft emi-

nent degree.
Without the affifiance of religion, and with no education but what the

received among the difolute natives of ber country, fbe wyould have fhone

with fuperior luftre l any other country: for, if an engaging perfon, gen-

te manners, an eafy freedom, arifing front a confcioufnefs of innocence, an

amiable -modefty, ad an unrivalled delicacy of fentiment, are graces and

virtues which render a woman lovely, none ever had greater pretenfions
to general efneem and regard: while ber henevolence, humanity, and fcr-

pulous adherence to truth and honelly, would have done honour to the

inoi enlightened and devout Chriflian.

Dutiful, obedient, and affedionate to ber parents; Ready and faithful to

ber friends; grateful and humble to her benefa&ors; eafily forgiving and

forgetting injuries; careful not to offend any, and courteous and kind-to

all; lhe was, neverthelefs, feffered to perifh by the rigours ofcold and hun-

ger, amidif her own relations, at a time when the griping band of famine

was by no means feverely felt by any other snember of their company;

and it may truly be aid that fie fell a martyr to the principles of virtue.

This happened in the Winter of the year 178z, after the French had de,

firoyed Princeof Wales's FQrt; at which time fhe was in the twenty-fe-
cond year of her age.

Human rture fhudders at the bare recital of fucþ brutality, and reafon

Ihrinks f*om the talk of eccounting for the decrees of Providence on fuch '

occafions as this; but they are the îfrengefn affurances of a future flate, fo

infinitely foperior to the prefent, that tht enjoyment of every pleafure in

this world by the moÇn worthlefs and abandoned wretch, or the mois inno-

cent and virtuous woman perifhing by the mont excruciating of all deaths,

,,>e matters equally indifreent. But,

Fzace to the afhes, and the virtuous mind.

Q04vtc who lived in peace with all mnkind;
Learndd
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7 . The Northern Indian women are in general fo
fir from being like thofe I have above defcribed,

lune, that it is very uncommon to hear of their ever
been guilty of incontinency, not even.thofe who
are confined to the fixth or even eighth part of a
mian.

t is true, that were I to form my opinion of
thofe women from the behaviour of fuch as I have
been more particularly acquainted with, I fhould

have little reafon to fay much in their favour; but

impartiality will not permit me to make a few of
the worfl charaders a ftandard for the general

condu& of ail of them. Indeed it is but reafouable
to think that travellers and, interlopers will be al.

ways ferved with the moft commodious, though
perhaps they pay the beif price for what they have.

It

Lear'd from the heart, unknowing of difguife,
Truth in he.r thoughts, and candour in her eyes;

Stranger alike to envy and to pride,

Good fenfe her light, and Nature all her guide;

But now .removed from all the ills of life,
Here refas the pleafing friend and faithful wife. WAaLER.

. Her father was, undoubtedty, very blamable for bringing her up in the

tender manner which he did, rePdering her by that means not only inca-

pable of bearing the fatigues and hardfhips which the refa of ber country-

women think little of, but of providing for herfelf. This is, indeed, too

frequent a praaice among Europeans in that country, who bring up theïr
children in fo indulgent a manner, that when they retire, apd leave their

offspring behind, they find thenfelves fo belplefs, as to be unable to pro-

vide for the few wants to which they are fubjeft. The late Mr. Ferdinand

Jacobs, many years Chief at York Fort, was the only perfon w.hom I ever

knew that acted in a different manner; though no man could polibly bç
fonder of his children in other refpea1s, yet as there vere fome that be

could not bring to England, he had them brought up entircly among the

nstives; fo that when he left the country, they fcarcely ever felt the lofs,

though they regretted the abfence of a fond ard indulgent parent,
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It may appear firange, that while L am extoll-

ing the chanfity of the N'orthern Indian women,
I fhould acknowledge that it is a very cormnmon

cuffour among the men of this country to ex-

change a night's lodging with each other's wives.

But this is fo far from being confidèred as an a&

which is criminal, that it is efteemed by them as

one of the ftrongeft ties of friendfhip between two

families; and in cafe of the death of either man,

the other confiders himfelf bound to fupport the

children of the deceafed. Thofe people are foar

from viewing this engagement as a mere ceremo-

ny, like moif of our Chriftian god-fathers ard

god-mothers, who, notwithftanding their vows

are made in the moft folemn manner, and inà the

prefence of both God and man, carcely ever af.

terward remember what they have promifed,
that there is not an inftance of a Northern In-

dian having once negle&ed the duty which he is

fuppofed to have taken upon himfelf to perform.

TheSouthern Indians, with all their bad qualities,

are remarkably humane and charitable to the wi-

dows and children of departed friends; and as

their fituation and manner of life enable them to

do more a&s of charity with lefs trouble than falls

to the lot of a Northern Indian, few widows or

orphans are ever unprovided for among them.

Though theNorthernIndian men make no fcru-

ple of having two or three fifters for wives at one

time, yet they are very particular in obferving a
proper diflance in- the confanguinity of thofe they

K admit
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17,7 admit to the above-mentioned intercourfe with
Stheir .wives. -The Southern Indians are lefs

fcrupulous on thofe occafions ; among them it is
not at all uncommoli for one brother to make

free with another brother's wife or daughter*;

but this is held in abhorrence by the Northern

Indians.

By the time the Indians had killed as many deer

as they thought would be fufficient for the fup.
port of the women during our abfence, it was the

Ju - firft of July.; and during this time I had two

good obfervations, both by meridional and double
altitudes.; the mean of which determined the la.
titude of Congecathawhachaga to be 68Q 46'
North; and its longitude, by account, was 24'
2 Weft from Prince of Wales's Fort, or 18° S '
Weft of the meridian of London.

2d. On the fecond, the weather proved very bad,
with much fnow and fleet; about nine o'clock

at

* MoA of the Southern Indians, as well the Athapufcow and Neheaway

tribe5, are entirely without feruple in this refpeâ. It is notorioufly knows,

that many of them cohabit occafionally with their own motheis, and fre-

quently efpoufe their fiffers and daughters. [have known feveral of them

who, after having lived in that flate for fome time with their daughters,

have given them to their fons, aid al parties been perfeâly reconciled

to it.

In fan, notwithrlanding the feverity of the climate, the licentioufnefsof

the inhabitints cannot be exceèded by any of the Eaftern nations, whofe

luxurious manner of life, and genial cline, feem more adapted to excite

extraordinary paffions, than the fevere coid of the frigid Zone.

tt is true, that few of thofe who live under the immediate protetion of

the Englifh ever take either their finlers or daughters for wives, which is

probably owing to the fear. of incurring their difpleafure; but it is well

known that aas of incefi too often take place among them, though..per-

haps not fo fréquently as among the foreign Indians.

~30
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at night, however, it grew more moderate, and 177".
fomewhat clearer, fo that we fet out, and walked

about ten miles to the North by Wefl, when we

lay down to take a little fleep. At our depar-
ture from Congecathawhachaga, feveral Indians
vho had entered the war-lift, rather chofe to ftay

behind with the womeri; but their lofs was amp-
ly fupplied by. Copper Indians, who accompanied

us in the double capacity of guides and warriors.
On the third the weather was equally bad with 3d.

that of the preceding day; we made fhift, howe-
ver, to walk ten or eleven miles in the fame di-
reCion we had done the day before, and at laif
were obliged. to put up, not being able to fee our
way for fnow and thick drift. By putting up,
no more is to be underftood than that we got to
leeward of a great aone, or into the crevices of
the rocks, where we regaled -ourfelves with fuch
provifions as we had brought with us, fmoked
our pipes, or went to fleep, till the weather per-
niitted us to proceed on our journey.

On the fourth, we had rather better weather, 4th

though conflant light fnow, wvhich made it very
difagreeable under foot. We neverthelefs walk-
ed twenty-feven miles to the North Weft, four-
teen of which were on what the Indians call the
Stony Mountains; -and furely no part of the
world better deferves that name. On our firif
approaching thefe mountains, they appeared to
be a confufed heap of flones, utterly inacceffible
to the foot of man: but having fome Copper In-

K dians
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17 dians with us who knew the beft road, we inade

a tolerable lhift to get on, though not without
July. being obliged frequently to crawl on our hands

and knees. Notwithtranding the intricacy of the

road, there is a very vifible path the whole way

acrofs thefe mountains, even in the moa difficult

parts: and alfb on the frnooth rocks, and thofe

parts which are capable of receiving- an impreffi.
on, the path is as plain and welf-beaten, as any

bye foot-path in England. By the fide of this

path there are, in different parts, feveral large,
fiat, or table nfones, which are covered with ma-

ny thoufanda of fmall pebbles. Thefe the Cop.

per Indians fay have been gradually increafed by

paffengers going to and from the mines; and on

its being obferved to us that it was the univerfal

cufiom for every one to add a fione to the heap,
each of us took up a fmall flone in order to in.

creafe the number, for good luck.

Junf as we arrived at the foot of the Stony

Mountains, three of the Indians turned back; fay.
ing, that from every appearance, the remainder

of the journey feenied likely to be attended with

more trouble than would counterbalance the

pleafure they could promife thermfelves by going
to war with the Efquimaux.

On the fifth, as the weather -was fo bad, with
confant fnow, fket, and rain, that we could not
fee our way, we did not offer to move: but the

6th. fixth proving moderate, and quite fair till toward
noon, we fet out in the morning, and walked

about
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about eleven miles to the North Weft; when
perceiving bad weather at hand, we began to

look out for fhelter among the rocks, as we had
done the four preceding nights, having neither
tents nor tentpoles with us.. The next morning
fifteen more- of the Indians deferted us, being
quite fick of the road, ·and the uncommon bad-
nefs of the weather. Indeed, though thefe peo-
ple are all inured to hardfhips, yet their com-
plaint on the prefent occafion was not without
reafoin; for, from our leaving Congecathawhac-

haga we had fcarcely a dry garment of any kind,
or any thing to fikreen us from the inclemency of
the weather, except rocks and caves; the bent of
which were but damp and unwholefome lodg-

ing. In fome the water was conftantly dropping

from the rock that formed the roof, which made

our place of retreat little better than the open

air; and we had not been able to make one fpark
of fire (except what was fufficient to light a pipe)

from the time of our leaving the women on the
fecond infiant; it is true, in fome places there
was a little mofs, but the confiant fleet and rain

made it fo wet, as to render it as impoffible to fet
fire to it as it would be to a wet fpunge.

We had no fooner entered our places of retreat
than we regaled ourfelves with fome raw venifon
which the Indians had killed that rnorning;
the fuall flock of dried proviflons we took

with us when we left -the women being now all
expended.

.A reeably
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Agreeably to our expeaations, a very fudden
and heavy gale of wind came on from the North

W. e, attended with fo great a fall of fnow,
that the oldeft Indian in company faid, he never

faw it exceeded at any tirme of the year, much

lefs in the middle of Summer. The gale was foon
over, and by degrees it became a perfe& calm:

but the flakes of fnow were fo large as to fur.

pafs all credibility, and fell in fuch vaif quan.

tities, that though the fhower only lafted nine

hours we were in danger of being fmothered in

our caves.

On the feventh, we had a frefh breeze at North
Weft, with fome flying {howers of fmall rain, and

at the fane time a confIant warm funfhine, which

foon diffolved the greateft part of the new-fallen
fnow. Early in the morning we crawled out of
our holes, which were on the North fide of tle
Stony Mountains, and walked about eighteen or
twenty miles to the North Weft by Weft. la
our way we croffed part of a large lake on the

ice, which was then far from being broken up.
This lake I diftinguifhed by the name of Buffalo,

or Mufk-Ox Lake, from the number of thofe ani-
mals that we found grazing on the margin of it;
many 'of which the Indians killed, but finding
them lean, only took fome of the bulls' hides for
fioe-foals. At night the bad weather returned,
with a ftrong gale of wind at North Eaft, and
very cold rain and fleet,

This
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This was the firfi time we had feen any of the '77'.
mufk-oxen fince we left the Fa&ory. It has been

Juiy.
obferved that we faw a great number of them in
my firft unfuccefsful attempt, before I had got an

hundred miles from the Fadory ; and indeed I

once perceived the tracks of two of thofe animals

within nine miles of Prince of Wales's Fort.

Great numbers of them alfo were met with in my
fecond journey to the North: feveral of which

my companions killed, particularly on the feven-

teenth of July one thoufand feven hundred and

feventy. They are alfo found at times in confi-
derable numbers near the fea-coaft of Hudfon's
Bay, all the way from Knapp's Bay to Wager
Water, but are moft plentiful within the Arcic'

Circle. : In thofe high latitudes I have frequently

feen many herds of them in the courfe of a day's
walk, and fome of thofe herds did not contain

lefs than eighty or an hundred head. The num-
ber of bulls is very few in proportion to the

cows; for it is rare to fee more than two or three
full-grown bulls with the largeft herd: and from

the number of the males that are found dead, the

Indians are of opinion that they kili each other

in contending for the females. In the rutting

feafon they are fo jealous of the cows, that they

run at either man or beall who offers to approach
them ; and have been obferved to run and bellow
even at ravens, and other large birds, which
chanced to light near them. They delight in the
moif ftony and mountainous parts of the barren

ground,
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177 r. ground, and are feldom found at any great diftance
from the woods. Though they are a beaft of great

magnitude, and apparently of a very unwieldy in.

aCtive ftruature, yet they climb the rocks with

great eafe and agility, and are nearly as fure.

footed as a goat : like it too, they will feed on

any thing; though they feem fondeft of grafs,
yet in Winter, when that article cannot be had

in fufficient quantity, they will eat mofs, or any
other herbage they can find, as alfo the tops of
willows and the tender branches of the pine tree.

They take the bull in Auguif, and bring forth

their young the latter end of May, or beginning

f June'; and they never have more than one at

a tine.

The mufkz-ox, when full grown, is as large as

the generality, or at leaft as the middling fize, ofb

Englifh black cattle*; but their legs, though large,
are not fo long; nor is their tail longer than that

of

Mr. Dragge fays, in his voyage, vol. ii. p. 26o, that the mufk-ox is

lower than a deer, but larger as to belly and quarters; which is very far

from the truth ; they are of the fize I have here deferibed them, and the

Indian always eflimate the flelh of a full-grown cow to be equal in quan.

ity to three deer. I am forry, alfo to be obliged to contradi& my friend

Mr. Grahar, who fays that the fiefh of this animal is carried on fledges to

Prince of Wales's Fort, to the amount of three or four thoufand pounds an-

nually. To the amount of near• one thoufand pounds may have been

purchafed frorn tihe natives in fome particular years, but it mor e frequent-

ly happens that notan ounce is brought one year out of fise. In fad, it

is by nn means efleemed by the cornpany's fervants, and of courfe no

great encouragement is given to introduce it; but-ifit had been otherwife,

their general fituation is £o remote from the feulement, that it would not

he worth the Indians while to barrl it to tie Fort. So that in fad, all that

has ever been carried ·to Prince of Wales's Fort, has mo afiliredly been

killed out of a herd that has been accidentally found withIn a moderate

diftance of'the fetlement; perhaps an hundred miles, wlich is only

thought a etep by an Indiu,



of a bear; and, like the tail of that animal, it al-

wàys bends downward and inward, fo that it is 'w'wJ

entirely hid by the long hair of the rump and JUy.

hind quarters: the hunch on their ihoulders is

not large, being little more in proportion than

that of a deer: their hair is in fome parts very
long, particularly on the belly, fides, and hind
quarters; but the longeR hair about them, parti-
cularly the bulls, is undér the throat, extending
from the chin to the lower part of the cheR, be-
tween the fore-legs; it there hangs down like a
horfe's mane inverted, and is full as long, which
makes the animal have a moft formidable appear-
ance. It is of the hair from this part that the
Efquimaux make their mufketto wigs, and not
from the tail, as is afferted by Mr. Eis; their
tails, and the hair which is on them, being too
lhort for that purpofe. In Winter they are pro-
vided with a thick fine wool, or furr, that grows
at the root of the long hair, and fhields them from
the intenfe cold to which they are expofed during
that feafon; but as the Summer advances, this
furr loofens frorm the fkin, and, by frequently
rolling themfelves on the ground, it works out
to the end of the hair, and in time drops off leav-
ing little. for their Summer clothing except the
long hair. This feafon is fo fhort in thofe high
latitudes, that the new fleece begins to appear,
almoft as foon as the old one drops off; fo that
by the time the cold becomes fevere, they are
again provided with a Winter-drefs.

The

* Voyage to Hudfon's Bay, p. 231:
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The fiefh ofthe mufk-ox noways refembles that

~-- - of the Weftern buffalo, but is more like that of

the moofe or elk; and the fat is of a clear white,

flightly tinged with a light azure. The calves

and young heifers are good eating; but the fiefh

of the bulls both fmells and tafles fo ftrong of

xnufk, as to render it very difagreeable: even the

knife that cuts the fleflh of an old bull will fmell fo

flrong of mufk, that nothing but fcowring the

bladequite bright can remove it, and the handle

will retain the fcent for a long time., Though

no part of a bull is -free from this fmell, yet the

parts of generation, in particular the uretbra, are

by far the mon ftrongly impregnated. The urine

itfelf muft contain this fcent in a very great de-

gree; for the fheaths of the bull's penis are cor-

roded with a brown gummy fubflance, which is

nearly as high-fcented with mufk as that faid to be

produced by the civet cat; and after having been

kept for feveral years, feems not to lofe any of

its quality.

8th. On the eighth, the weather was fine and mode.

rate, though net without fome fhowers of rain.

Early in the morning we fet out, and walked eigh-

teen miles to the Northward. The Indians kill-

ed fome deer; fo we put up by the fide of a fmall

creek, that afforded a few willows, with which

we made a fire for the firit time fince our leaving

Congecathawhachaga; confequently it was here

that we cooked our firft meal for a whole week.

This, as may naturally be fuppofed, was well re-
lifhed
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lifhed by all parties, the Indians as well as myfelf.

And as the Sun had, .in the courfe of the day,
dried our clothing, in fpite of the fmall fhowers

of rain, we felt ourfelves more comfortable than

we had done fince we left the women. The place
where we lay that night, is not far from Griz.
zled Bear Hill; which takes its name from the
numbers of thofe animals that are frequently

known to refort thither for the purpofe of bring-

ing.forth their young in a cave that is found there.

The wonderful defcription which the Copper Indi-

ans gave of this place exciting the curiofity of fe.
veral of my companions as well as myfelf, we

went to view it ; but on our arrival at it found

little worth remarking about it, being no more
than a high lump of earth, of a loamy quality, of

which kind there are feveral others in the fame

neighbourhood, all ftanding in the middle of a

large marfh, which makes them refemble fo many

iflands in a lake. The fides of thefe hills are

quite perpendicular; and the height of Grizzled
Bear Hill, which is the largeft, is about twenty
feet above the level ground that furrounds- it.
Their fummits are , covered with a thick fod of
mofs and long grafs, which in fome places pro.

jeéts over the edge; and as the fides are conftantly
mouldering away, and wafhing down with every
fhower of rain during the fhort Summer, they
mufc in time be levelled with the marfh in which
they are.fituated. At prefent thofe iflands, as I
call them, are excellent places of retreat for the

birds
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birds which migrate there to breed; as they can

bring forth their young in perfe& fafety from

every beai: except the Quequehatch, which, from
the Iharpnefs of its claws and the amazing ilrength

of its legs, is capable of afcending the moft diffi.
cult precipices.

On the fide of the hill that I went to furvey,
there is a large cave which penetrates a confidera.

ble way into the rock, and may probably have

been the work of the bears, as we could difco.

ver vifible marks that fome of thofe beanfs had

been there that Spring. This, though deemed
very curlous by fome of my companions, did not
appear fo to me, as it neither engaged my atten.

tion, nor raifed my furprife, half fo much as the

fight of the many hills and dry ridges on the Eiaft

fide of the marfih, which are turned over like

ploughed land by thofe animals, in fearching for

ground-fquirrels, and perhaps nice, which con.
flitute a favourite part of their food. It is fur.

prifing to fee the extent of their refearches in

queft of thofe animals, and f1ill more to view the

enormous ftones rolled out of their beds by the

bears on thofe occafions. At firft I thought thefe

long and deep furrows had been effeCed by light-
ning; but the natives affured me they never

knew any thing of the kind happen in thofe parts,

and that it was entirely the work of the bears

feeking for their prey.
On the ninth, the weather was moderate and

cloudy, with fome flying fhowers of rain. We
fet
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fet out early in the morning, and walked about 7
forty miles to the North and North by Eaif. In %
our way we faw plenty of deer and. mulk-oxen
feveral of the former the Indians killed, but a
fmart fhower of rain coming n. juif as we were

going to put up, made the mofs fo wet as to ren-

der it impra&icable to light a fire. The next day zoth

proving fine and clear, we fet out in the mor..

ning, and walked twenty miles to the North by
Weft and North North We i; but about noon

the weather became fo hot and fultry as to ren-

der walking very difagreeable; we therefore put

up on the top of a high hill, and as the mofs was

then dry, lighted a fire, and fhould have made a

comfortable meal, and been otherwife tolerably

happy, had it not been for the mufkettoes, which

were uncommonly numerous, and tbeir fings
almoif infufferable. The fame day Matonabbee
fent feveral Indians a-head, with orders to pro-
ceed to the Copper-mine River as faft as poflible,
and acquaint any Indians they might meet, of
our approach. By thofe Indians I alfo fent fome
fmall prefents, as the fureli means to induce.any
ftrangers they found, to come to our affiWance.

The eleventh was hot and fultry, like the pre-

ceding day. In the morning we walked ten or
eleven miles to the North Weif, and then met a
Northern Indian Leader, called Oule-eye, and his
farnily, who were, in company with feveral Cop-

per Indians, killing deer with bows and arrows
and fpears, as they croffed a little river, by the

fide
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fide of which we put up, as did alfo the above4

mentioned Indians*. That afternoon I fmoked
J my. rny calumet of peace with thefe ftrangers, and

found them a quite different fet of people, at leaif

in principle, from thofe I had feen at Congeca.

thawhachaga: for though they had great plenty

of provifions, they neither offered me nor my

companions a mouthful, and would, if they had

been permitted, have taken the laft garment from

off my back, and robbed -me of every article I

poffeffed. Even my Northern companions could
not help taking notice of fuch unaccountable be.
haviour. Nothing but their poverty prote&ed

them from being plundered 'by thofe of my crew;

and had any of their women been worth no.

tice, they would mofL affuredly have been preff.

cd into our fervice.
nth. 'The twelfth was fo exceedingly hot andfultry,

e3th. that we did not move ; but earlY in the morning
of the thirteenth, after my companions had taken

what dry provifions they chofe from our unfoci,

able frangers, we fet out, and walked about fif.

teen or fixteen miles to the North and North by
Eaft, in expe&ation of arriving at the Copper.

mine River that day; but when we had reached

the top of a long chain of hills, between which

we were told the river ran, we found it to be no

more than a branch of itwhich empties itfelf in.

to the main river about forty miles from its in-

flux

ê This river runs nearly North Eafa, and in all probability empties it-

fdfinto the Northern Ocecan, not farfrom the Copper River.



flux .into the fea. At that time all the Copper 1771.
Indians were difpatched different ways, fo that

there was not one in company, who knew the

lhorteft cut to the main river. Seeing fome
woods to the Weffward, and judging that the

current of the rivulet ran that way, we concluded

that the main river lay in that direCtion, and was

not very remote from our prefent fituation. We

therefore direâed our courfe by the fide of it,

when the Indians met with feveral very fine buck

deer, which they deftroyed ; and as that part we

now traverfed afforded plenty of good fire. wood,
we put up, and cooked the moft comfortable

meal to which we had fat down for fome months.

As fuch favourable opportunities of indulging the
appetite happen but feldom it is a general rule

with the Indians which we did not negle&, to ex.

ert every art in dreffing our food which the mo

refined fkill in Indian cookery has been able to
invent, and which confifas chiefly in boiling,
broiling, and roafting : but of all the difhes cook.

ed by thofe people, a beeatee, as it is called in their

language, is certainly the moft delicious, at leafl
for a chance, that can be prepared from a deer on-

ly, without any other ingredient. It is a kind of

haggis, made with the blood, a good quantity of
fat fhred frnall, fome of the tendereft of the flefh,
together with the heart and lungs cut, or more
commonly torn into fmall fhivers; all which is
put into the fRomach, and roafted, by being fuf-

pended before the fire by a ftring. Care muli be

taken

NORTH1-ERN OCEAN. r43
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377[ ~taken that it does not get too much heat at firft,
q-v- as the bag would thereby be liable to be burnt,

Juty, and the contents be let out.- When it is fuffici.
ently donc, it will emit fean, inW the farne man.
ner as a fowl or a joint of meat; which is as
much as to fay, Come, cat me now: and if it be
taken in time, before the blood and other contents
are too much donc, it is certainly a moft delicious
morfel, even without pepper, fait, or any other
fcafoning.

.After regaling ourfelves in the moft plentiful
manner, and taking a few hours reft, (for it was
almofi impoffible to fleep for the mulkettoes,) we
once more fet forward, dire&ing our courfe to
the North Weft by Weft; and after walklng
about nine or ten miles, arrived at that long wifh,
ed-for fpot, the Copper-mine River.

CHAP.
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C H A P. VI.

Tranfa&ions at the Copper-mine River, and till we

joined all the women to the South of Cogead
Lake,.

Some Copper Indians join us. -Indians fend threefpies

deown the river.-Begin myfurvey.-Spies return,

andgive an account offive tents cf Efquimaux.--In.

dians confilt the bÊß method toßfeal on them in tJe

night, and kill them while ajeep.-Crofs the river.

-Proceedings cf the Indians as they advance to-

wards the Efquimaux tents.-The Indians begin the

maifacre while the poor Efquimaux are afteep, and

jlay them all.-Much afeJled at the fight of one

young woman killed clofe to nyfeet.-The behaviour

of the Indians on this occafion.-Their bruti|h treat-

ment of the dead bodies.-Seven more tents feen on

the oppofitefide of the river.-The Indians harafs

them, till they ß/y to aioal in the river for fafety.
-Behaviour of the Indians after killing thofe Efqui-

maux.-Crofs the river, and proceed to the tents

on thatfide.-Plunder their tents, and deßroy their

utenfils.-Continue my furvey to the river's mouth.

-- Remarks there.-Set out on my return.-Arrive

at one cf the Coppernines.-Remarks on it.-Many

attempis made to induce the Copper Indians to carry

their own goods to market.-Obßlacles to it.-Villa.

-ny and cruelty of Keel/ies tofome of thofe poor In-

dians--Leave t/je Copper-mzine, ancl walk at an

L amazing
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-amazing rate till we join the women, by the fide f
CogeadWhoie.--Muchfootfoundered.-'The appear-

ance very alarning, but foon changes for the better.

-- Proceed to tbefoutb ward, andjoin the remainder

of the women and children.-Many other Indians
arrive with them.

1771, E had fcarcely arrived at the Copper-mine
River when four Copper Indians joined

July.
1 us, and brought with them two canoes. They

had feen all the Indians who werefent fro-m us at

various. times, except Matonabbee's brother and

three others that were firft difpatched from Con.

gecathawhachaga.

On my arrival here I was not a little furprifed

to find the river differ fo much from the defcrip.

tion which the Indians had given of it at the Fac-

tory ; for, infiead of being fo large as to be navi,

gable for fhipping, as it had been reprefented by

then, it was at that part fcarcely navigable for an

Indian canoc, being no more than one hundred

and cighty yards wide, every where full of fhoals,
and no lefs than three falls were in fight at firft view.

Near the water's edge there is fome wood; but

not one tree grows on or near the top of the hills

between which the river runs. There appears to

have been formerly a much greater quantity than

there is at prefent; but the trees feem to have

been fet on fire fome years ago, and, in confe-

quence, there is at prefent ten fticks lying on the

ground, for one green one which is growing be-
fide
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fide them. The whole timber appears to have 1771.

been, even in its greateft profperity, of fo crook-

cd and dwarfifh a growth as to render it of little

ufe for any purpofe but fire-wood.

Soon after our arrival at the river-fide, three
Indians were fent off as fpies, in order to fee if any

Efquimaux were inhabiting the river-fide between

us and the fea. After walking about three quar.

ters of a mile by the fide of the river, we put up,
when mof of the Indians went a hunting, and
killed feveral rnufk-oxen and fome deer. They
were employed al the remainder of the day and
night in fplitting and drying the meat by the fire.
As we were not then in. want of provifions, and

as deer and other animals were fo plentiful, that

each day's journey might have provided for it-
felf, I was at a lofs to account for this unufal eco-
nomy of my companions; but was foon inform-

ed, that thofe preparations were made with a view
to have viCuals enough ready-cooked to ferve us
to the river's mouth, without being obliged to

kili any in our way, as the report of the guns,
and the fmoke of the fires, would be liable to
alarm the natives, if any fhould be near at hand,
and give them an opportunity of efcaping.

Early in the morning of the fifteenth, we fet isth.
out, when.i immediately began ny furvey, whiclh
I ccntinued about ten miles down the river, till
heavy rain coming on we were obliged to put up;
and the place where we lay that night was the
end, or edge of the woods, the whole fpace be-

L 2 tween
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tween it and the fea being entirely barren hills

and wide open marfhes. In the courfe of this

day's furvey, I found the river as full of fhoals as

the part which i had feen before; and in many

places it was fo greatly diminilbed in its width,

that in our way we paffed by two more capital falls.

Earlv in the morning of the fixteenth, the wea-

ther being fine and pleafant, I again proceed.

ed with my furvey, and continued it for ten

miles farther down · the river ; but ftill found it

the fame as before, being every where full of falls

and fhoals. At this time (it being about noon)

the three men who had been fent as fpies met us

on their return, and informed my companions

that five tents of Efquimaux were on the weft

fide of the river. The fituation, they faid, was

very convenient for furprizing them; and, ac.

cording to their account, I judged if to be about

twelve miles from the place we met the fpies.

When the Indians received this intelligence, no

farther attendance or attention was paid to m'y

furvey, but their whole thoughts were immedi.

ately engaged in planning the beft method of at.

tack, and how they might fleal on the poor Ef.

quimaux the enfuing night, and kill them al!

while alleep. To accomplifh this bloody defign

more effectually, the Indians thought it neceffLiry

to crofs the river as foon as poffible; and, by the

account of the fpies, it appeared that no part was

more convenient for the purpofe than that where

we had met them, it being there very finlooth,

and
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and at a confiderable difiance from any fall. Ac- 177 .
cordingly, after the Indians had put al! their guns,-vý

fpears, targets, &c. in good order, we croffed the

river, which took up fome time.

When we-arrived on the Weft fide of the river,
each painted the front of his target or fhield;
fome with the figure of the Sun, others with that

of the Moon,. feveral with different kinds of birds

and beaf-s of prey, and many with thc im-ages of

imaginary beirgs, which, according to their filly

notions, are the inhabitants of the different ele-

ments, Earth, Sea, Air, &c.

On enquiring the reafon of their doing fo, I

learned that each man painted his fliield with the

image of that being on which he relied mon for

fuccefs in the intended engagement. Some were

contented with a fingle reprefentation ; while

others, doubtful, as I fuppofe, of the quality and

power of any fingle being, had their fbields cover-

ed to the very margin with a group of hierogly-

phics quite unintelligible to every one except the

painter. Indeed, from the hurry in which this

bufinefs was neceffarily done, the want of every

colour but red and black, and the deficiency of

fikill in the artift, moft of thofe paintings had more

the appearance of a number of accidental blotch-

es, than " of any thing that is on the earth, or in

" the water under the earth ;" and though fome

few of them conveyed a tolerable idea of the

thing intended, yet even thefe were many degrees

worfe than our country fignpaintings in England.

When
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1771. When this piece of fuperftition was completed,
tý we began to advance towards the Efquimaux

tents ; but were very careful tO avoid croffing any

hills, or talking loud, for fear of being fcen or

overheard by the inhabitants ; by which means

the diflance was not only much greater-than it

otherwife would have been, but, for the fake of

keeping in the loweft grounds, we were obliged

to walk through entire fwamps of fiff narly clay,
fometimes up to the knees. Our courfe, howe-

ver, on this occafion, though very ferpentine, was

iot altogether fo remote from the river as entire-

]y to exclude me from a yiew of it the whole way:

on the contrary, feveral times (according to the

fituation of the ground) we advanced fo near it,

as to give me an opportunity of.coflvincing my-

felf that it was as unnavigable as it was in thofe

parts which I had furveyed before, and which

entirely correfponded with the accounts given of

it by the fpies.

It is perhaps worth remarking, that My crew,
though an undifciplined rabble, and by no means

accuftomed to war or command, feemingly acted

on this horrid occafion with the utmof uniformi-

ty of fentiment. There was not among them the

leaif altercation or feparate opinion ; all were

united in the general caufe, and as ready to foi-

low where Matonabbee led, as he appeared to be

ready to lead, according to the advice of an old

Copper Indian, who had joined us on our firft ar-

rival at the river where this bloody bufinefs was
firft propofed.

Never
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Never was reciprocity of.intereft more general- 1771.
Iy regarded among a number of people, than it

was on the prefent occafion by my crew, for not

one was a moment in want of any thing that

another could fpare; and if ever the fpirit of

difinterefled friendfhip expanded the heart of a

Northern Indian, it was here exhibited in the

moft extenfive meaning of the word. Property

of every kind that could be of general ufe now

ceafed to be private, and every one who had any

thing which came under that defcription, feemed

proud of an opportunity of.giving it, or lending

it to thofe who had none, or were moft in want

of it.
The number of my crew was fo much greater

than that which five tents could contain, and the

warlike manner in which they were equipped fo

greatly fuperior to what could be expe&ed of the

poor Efquimaux, that no lefs than a total maffa-

cre of every one of them, was likely to be the cafe,
unlefs Providence ffhould work a miracle for their

deliverance.

The land was fo fituated that we walked under
cover of the rocks and hilis till we were within

two hundred yards. of the tents. There we lay

in ambufh for fome time, watching the motions
of the Efquimaux ; and here the Indians would

have advifed me to ffay till the fight was over,
but to this I could by no means confent ; for I
confidered that when the Efquimaux came to be
furprifed, they would try every way to efcape,

and
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17. and if they found me alone, fnot knowing me
... ..... from an enemy, they would probably proceed to

violence againft me when no perfon was near to

affift. For this reafon I determined to accompa-

ny them, telling them at the fame time, that I

would not bave any hand in the murder they were

about to commit, unlefs I found it neceffary for

my own fafety. The Indians were not difpleafed

at this propofal ; one of them immediately fixed

me a fpear, and another lent me a broad bayonet
for my protecion, but at that tire I could not be
provided with a target ; nor did I want to be en-

cumbered with fuch an unneceffary piece of

lumber.

While we lay in ambufh, the Indians perform-

ed the laft ceremonies which were thouglit necef.

fary before the engagement. Thefe chiefly con-

finfed in painting their faces; fome all black,

fome all red, and others with a mixture of the

two; and to prevent their hair from blowing in-

to their eyes, it was either tied before and

behind, and on both fides, orelfe cut fhort all

round. The next thing they confidered was to

make themfelves as light as poffible for running;
which they did, by pulling off their flockings,

and either cutting off the fleeves of their jackets,

or rolling them up clofe to their arm-pits ; and

though the mufkettoes at that time were fo nu-

merous as to furpafs all credibility, yet fome of
the Indians aCtually pulled off their jackets and

entered
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entered the lifis quite naked, except their breech- 1771

cloths and fhoes. Fearing I might have occafion

to run with the reft, I thought it lfo advifeable to
pull off my ftockings and cap, and to tie my hair
as clofe up as poffible.

By the time the Indians bad made themfelves
thus completely frightful, it was near one o'clock
in the morning of the feventeenth ; when find- i7th.

ing all the Efquimaux quiet in their tents, they
rufhed forth from their ambufcade, and fell on
the poor unfufpeéing creatures, unperceived tilt
clofe to the very eves of the tents, when they

faon began the bloody maffa)re, while I flood
neuter in the rear.

In a few feconds the horrible fcene commenced;
it was fhocking beyond defeription ; the poor un.

happy victims were furprifed in the midft of their

fleep, and had neither time nor power to make

any refiftance ; men, women, and children, in all

upwards of twenty, ran out of their tents ftark

r naked, and endeavoured to make their efcape;

kut the Indians having poffeffion of all the land-

fide, to no place could they fly for fhelter. One
alternative only remained, that of jumping into
the river; but, as none of them attempted it,
they all fell a facrifice to Indian barbarity!

The fhrieks and groans of the poor expiring
wretches were truly dreadful; and my horror
was much increafed at feeing a.young girl, fée-
rmingly about eighteen years of age, killed fo near
me, that when the firft fpear was fauck into her

fide
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fide fhe fell down at my feét, and twifled round

# imy legs, fo that it was with diffliculty that I could

difengage myfelf from her dying grafps. As

two Indian men purfued this unfortunate vitim,
I folicited very hard for her life ; but the murder.

ers made no reply till they had fRuck both their

fpears through her body, and transfixed her to

the ground. They then looked rie fternly in the

face, and began' to ridicule me, by afking if I

wanted an Efquimaux wife; and- paid not the

fmallea regard to the 'fhrieks and agony of the

poor wretch, who was twining round their fpears

like an eel! Indeed, after receiving much abufive

language from them on the occafion, I was at

length obliged to defire that they would be more

expeditious in difpatching their victim out of her

mifery, otherwife I fhould be obliged, out of pity,

to affifi in the friendly office of putting an end to

the exiftence of a fellow-creature who was fo cru-

elly wounded. On this requeif being made, ore

of the Indians haflily drew bis fpear from the

place where it was firR lodged, and pierced it

through her breaft near the heart. The love of

life, however, even in this moft miferable fiate,

was fo predominant, that though this might jufi-

ly be called the mof n merciful aE that could be

done for the poor creature, it feemed to be un-

welcome, for though rnuch exhaufted by pain and

lofs of blood, fhe miade feveral efforts to ward off

the friendly blow. My fituation and the terror

of my mind at beholding this butchery, cannot

eafily
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éafily be conceived, much lefs defcribed.; though .
Ifummed up all the fortitude I was mafter of M
on the occafion, it was with difficulty that I could

refrain from tears; and I am confident that my

features muft have feelingly expreffed how fincere-

Iy I was affe&ed at the barbarous fcene I then

witneffed; even at this hour I cannot refled on

the tranfadions of that horrid day without lhed-

ding tears,

The brutifh manner in which thefe favages ufed

the bodies they had fo cruelly bereaved of life

was fo fhocking, that it would be indecent to

deferibe it; particularly their curiofity in exa-

mining, and the remarks they made, on the for-

Mation of the women ; which, they pretended

to fay, differed materially from that of their own.

For my own part I muft acknowledge, that how.

ever favourable the opportunity for determining

that point might have been, yet my thoughts at

the time were too much agitatèd to admit ofany

fucli remarks; and I firmly believe, that had

there aétually been as much difference between

them as there is faid to be between the Hottentots

and thofe of Europe, it would not have been in

my power to have marked the diftindion. I

have reafon to think, however, that there is no

ground for the affertion; and really believe that

the declaration of the Indians on this occafion,
was utterly void of truth, and proceeded only

from the implacable hatred they bore to the whole

tribe of people of whom I am fpeaking.
When
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When the Indians had Completed the murdei
of the poor Efquimaux, feven other tents on th<

Ju y.
Eaft fide the river immediately engaged their at

tention: very luckily, however, our canoes and

.baggage had been left at a little diftance up th,
river, fo that they had no way of croffing to get

at them. The river at this part being little more

than eighty yards wide, they began firing at them

from the Weff fide. The poor Efquimaux on the

oppofite fhore, though ail up in arms, did not at-

tenpt to abandon their tents; and they were fo

unacquainted with the nature of fire-arms, that

when the bullets 'fruck the ground, they ran in

crowds to fee what was fent them, and feerned

anxious to examine all the pieces of lead which

they found flattened againft the rocks. At length

one of the Efquinaux men was fhot in the calf of

his leg, which put them in great confufion. They
all immediately embarked in their little canoes,

and paddled to a ihoal in the middle of the river,
which being fomewhat more than a gun-fliot

froma any part of the fhore, put them out of the

reach of our barbarians.

When the favages difcovered that the furviv-

ing Efquimaux had gained the fhore above men.

tioned, the Northern Indians began to plunder

the tents of the deceafed of all the copper uten-

fils they could find ; fuch as hatchets, bayonets,
knives, &c. after which they affembled on the top
of an adjacent high hill, and ftanding all in a

clufer, fo as to form a folid ciricle, with their

fpears
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fpears erect in the air, gave many fhouts of vido.- 1771
ry, conflantly clafhing their fpears againif each'

other, and frequently calling out tima! tima*! by

way of derifion to the poor furviving Efquimaux,
who were ftanding on the fhoal almoft knee-deep
in water. After parading the hill for fome time,
it was agreed to return up the river to the place
where we had left our canoes and baggage, w chic
was about half a mile diflant, and then to crofs
the river again and plunder the feven tents on
the Eaft fide. This refolution was immediately
put in force; and as ferrying acrofs with only
three or four canoes f took a confiderable time,
and as we were, from the crookednefs of the
river and the form of the land, entirely under
cover, feveral of the poor furviving Efquimaux,
thinking probably that we were gone about our
bufinefs, and meant to trouble them no more,
had returned from the fhoal to their habitations.
When we approached their tents, which we did
under cover of the rocks, we found them bufily
employed tying up bundles. Thefe the Indians
feized with their ufual ferocity; on which, the
Efquimaux having their canoes lying ready in
the water, immediately enbarked, and all of
them got fafe to the former fhoal, except an old
man, whowas fo intent on colleéting his things,

that

T Tima in the Efquimaux language is a friendiy word fimilar to what
cheer ?

‡ When. the fifteen Indians turned back to the Stony Mountains they

took two or three canoes with them ; lome of our crew that were fent a-

head as mefTengers had not yet returned, which occafiontd the number of

our canoes to be fo fisalIl,
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77 r. that the Indians cóming upon him before he
could reach his canoe, he fell a facrifice to their

. fury: I verily believe not lefs than twenty had a
hand in his death, as his whole body was like a
cullender. It is here neceffary to obferve that the

fpies when on the look-out, could not fee there

feven tents, though clofe under them, as the bank,
on which they ftood, ftretched over them.

It ought to have been mentioned in its proper

place, that in making our retreat up the river,
after killing the Efquimaux on the Weff fide, we

faw an old woman fitting by the fide of the water,
killing falmon, which lay at the foot of the fail

as thick as a fhoal of herrings. Whether froni

the noife of the fall, or a natural defeà in the old

woman's hearing, it is hard to determine, but

certain it is, fle had no knowledge of the tragi.
cal fcene which had been fo lately tranfaaed at the
tents, though fhe was not more than two hun.

dred yards from the place. When we firft per.

ceived her, fhe feemed perfealy at eafe, and was

entirely furrounded with the produce of her la-

bour. From her manner of behaviour, and the

appearance of her eyes, which were as red as

blood, it is more than probable that her fight was

not very good ; for ihe fcarcely difcerned that

the Indians were enemies, till they were within

twice the length of their fpears of her. It was in

vain that fhe attempted to fly, for the wretches

of my crew transfixed her to the ground in a few

feconds, and butchered her in the mou favage

manner.
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imanner. There was fcarcely a man among them 177 1.
who had not a thruft at her with hirs fpear; and

many in doing this, aimed at torture, rather

than immediate death, as they not only poked out

ber eyes, but fiabbed her in many parts very re-

niote from thofe which are vital.

It may appear firange, that a perfon fuppofed to

be almofi blind fiould be employed in the bufi.

nefs of fifhing, and particularly with any degree

offuccefs; but when the multitude of fifh is taken

into the account, the wonder will ceafe. Indeed

they were fo numerous at the foot of the fall,
that when a light pole, arned with a few fpikes,

which was the infirument the old woman ufed,
was put under water, and hauled up with a jerk,
it was fcarcely poffible to mifs them. Some of

my Indians tried the method, for curiofity,'with

the old woman's flaff, and feldom got lefs than

two at a jerk, fometimes three or four. Thofe

fifh, though very fine, and beautifully red, are but

fmall, feldom weighing more (as near as I could

judge) than fix or feven pounds, and in general

much lefs. Their numbers at this place were ai-

inon incredible, perhaps equal to any thing that

is related of the falmon in Kamfchatka, or any

other part of the world. It does not appear that

the Efquimaux have any other method of catch-

ing the fifh, unlefs it be by fpears and darts ; for

no appearance of nets were difcovered either at

their tents, or on any part of the fhore. This is

the cafe with all the Efquimaux on the Weft fide

of
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1771. of Hudfon's Bay; fpearing in Summer, and ang.
ling in Winter, are the only methods they have

JoIy. 1

yet devifed to catch fifh, though at times their

whole dependance for fupport is on that article*.

When

*.When the Efquimaux who refide near dhurchill River travel in Win-

ter, it is always from fake to lake, or from river to river, where they have

formed magazines of provifions, and heaps of mofs for firing. As fome

of thofe places are at a con-fiderable difance from each other, and.fome of

the lakes of confiderable width, they frequently pitch their tents on the

ice, and inffead of having a lire, which the feverity of the clirnate fo mudh

requir es, they cut holes in the ice within their tents, and there fit and

angle for fifh; if they meet with any ficcefs, the Cilh are caten alive out of

the watet and when they are thirfly, water, tieir üfual beverage, is at

hand.

When i rl entered into the employment of the Iudfon's Bay Compa.

ny, it was as Mate of one of their floops which was employed in trading

with the Efquimaux; I had therefore frequent opportunities of obferving

the miferable manner in which thofe people live. In the courfe of our

trade with them we frrequcntly purchafed feveral feal-fkin bags, which we

fuppofed were fuil of oil; but on opening thern have fometimes found

great quantities of venifon, feals, and fea-horfe paws, as weil as falmon.

and as thefe were of noufe to us, we always relturned them to the Indianis,

wha eagerly devoured them, though fome of the articles had been perhaps

a whole year in that Rlate; and they feemed to exult greatly in having fo

over-reached us in the way of trade, as to have fometimes onc third of

their bargain returned.

This muethod of preferving their food, though it eTffeiually guards it frrom

the external air, and from the flies, dots not prevent putrefaion entire-

y, though it renders-its progrefs very flow. Pure train oil is of fuch a

quality that it never freezes folid in the coldeil Winters; a happy circum-

france for thofe people, who are condenned to live in the iot rigorous

climate without the affifance of flire. While thefe magazines lait, thcy

have nothing more to do when heunger affailsthem, but to open one of the

Dags, take out a fide of venifon, a few feals, fra-horfe paws, or fome half-

rotten falmon,'and without any preparation, fit down and make a meal;

and the lake or river by which they pitch their tent, affords them warcr,

which is their confilant drink. ,efides the extraordinary food.already ien-

tioned, they have feveral other difhes equ'ally difguifing to an Eurcpean

palate; I will only mention one, as it was more frequen.tly part of their

repait when I vifited their tents than any other, txcept fih., The dilh I

allud
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When the Indians 1ad plundered the feven 1771.
tentisof all tihe copper utenfils, which feerned the- ->

only things worth their notice, they threw all the,

tents and tent-poIcs into the river, deiroyed a

vaft quantity of dried falmon, iufk-oxen .fllih,

and otiher provifons broke aI1#the fone kettles;
M and

allude to, is made of the raw liver.of a deer, cut in fmall pieces of about an

inch fquare, and mixed up with The contents of the ftomach of the fame

animal; arrd thyefarther digeflion: as takenplace,tihe better it isfuited to

their tafte. It is impoffible to defcribe or conceive th-e.pleafure they feem

to enjoy when eating ifuch unaccountable food: nay, i have even fei -

them eat whofe handfuls of maggots that were produced in ineat by.fly-

blows; .and ies their confrit-.cunfom, when ftheir nofes bleed by any.ac-

cident, to lick their blood into- their moths, and fwallow it. Indeed, if we

confider the inhofpitable part of the giobe-tliey are deftined to inhabit,

amd the'great difireffes to which they are frequently driven by h unger in·

confequence of-it, we'fhall nolonger be fuiprized at-inding-they can relilh

any thing in common with the meanent of tie animal creation, but rather
admire tie wifdom ànd kindnefs of Providence in forming the palates and

powers of all creatures in fucha nianner as is beft adapted to the food, cli-

mate, and every other circumifance vhich may be incident to their refpec-
tive liteations.

It is no Iefs true, that thefe people, when I rft knew them, would not
eat -any of our provifions, fegar, raifins,, igs, -or even bread ; for though

fome of tihem would put a bit of it into iheir mouths, they foon fpit it out

sgain with evident-marks of diflike; fo that îheyihad no.-greaterrelib foü

sur food than we iad for theirs. At prefent, however, they wili eat any

part of our provifions, either.freih or falted; and fome of them will drink

a draft of porter, or a little brandy an*d water; and they are now fo far

civiiized, and attached to the Englifh, that I am perfuaded any df the

company's fervants who conld habituate themfelves to their diet and man-

ner of life, migit now live as fecure umider their proteftion, as under that

of any of the tribes of ndians who border on Hudin's Bay..

They live in a fate of perfed freedom; no one apparently claimingthe

fuperiority over, or acknowledging the ieat fabordination'to another, ex-

cept what is due from children to tleir parents, or fuih of their kin as take

care of them. when they are young and incapable of providing for thez-

feives. There is, however, reafon to;think'that, when grown up to man-

hood, they pay fome attention to the advice of thbe ela iheen, sn acciint off
their exper icence.
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1771. ànd, in faEt, did all the mifchief they poffibly
OMMP-- could to diffrefs the poor creatures they could not

murder, and who were ftanding on the fhoal be-
fore' mentioned, obliged to be woeful fpe&ators of

their great, or perhaps irreparable lofs.
After the Inditns had completed this piece of

wantonnefs we fat down, and made a good meal

of frefh falmon which were as nurnerous at the
place where we now refted, as they were on the
Weft fide of the river. When we had finifhed

our meal, which was the firif we had enjoyed for

nany hours, the Indians told me that they were

again ready to affift me in making an end of my

furvey. It was then about five o'clock in the

Yth. morning of the feventeenth, the fea being in fight

from the North Weft by Weft to the North Eaft,
about eight miles difiant. I therefore fet inftant-

ly about commencing my furvey, and purfued it

to the mouth of the river, which I found all the

way fo full of fhoals and falls that it was not navi-
gable even for a boat, and that it emptied itfelf
into the fea over a ridge or bar. The tide was

then out; but I judged from the marks which I

faw on the edge of the ice, that it flowed about
twelve or fourteen feet, which will only reach a

little way within the river's mouth. The tide

being out, the water in the river was perfealy
frefh; bu I am certain of its being the fea, or
forme branch of it, by the quantity of whalebone

and feal-fkins which the Efquimaux had at their

tents, and alfo by the number of feals which I
faw
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faw on the ice. At the mouth of the river, the 77
fea is full of 'iflands and fhoals, as far as 1 could

fee with the affiflance of a good pocket telefcope.

The ice was not then, broke up, but was melted

away for about three quarters of a mile from the

main fihore, and to a little diftance round the,

iflands and fhoals.

By the time I had completed this furvey, it was

about one in the morning of the eighteenth; but 18 I

in thofe high latitudes, and at this feafon of the

year, the Sun is always at a good height above

the horizon, fo that we had not only day.light,
but fun-fhine the whole night : a thick fog and

drizzling rain then came on, and finding that

neither the river nor fea were likely to be of any

ufe, I did not think it worth while to wait for fair.

weather to determine the latitude exaaly by an

obfervation ; but by the extraordinary care I

took in obferving the courfes and diftances when

I walked from Congecatliawhachaga where 1 had

two good obfervations, the latitude may be de-

pended upon within twenty miles at the utmoft.
For the fake of form however, after having had

fome confultation with the Indians, I ere&ed a
mark, and took poffeffion of the coafi, on behalf

of the Hudfon's Bay Company.

Having finifhed this bufinefs, we fet out on our
return, and walked about twelve miles to the

South by Eaft, when we ftopped and took a little

fleep, which was the firft time that any of us had

clofed our eyes fromi the fifteenth infant, and it

M 2 was

16.3.



1771. was now Lc o'lock in the morning of the eigh-

teenth. Here the Indians killed a mufk;ox, but

the meof being very wet, we could not make a

fire, fo that we were obliged to eat the meat raw,
which wisintolerable, as it happened to be an old

beaft.

Before I proceed farther on rny return, it may

rit be improper to give fome account of the river,
and the country adjacent; its produ&ions, and

the animals which conftantly inhabit thofe drea-

ry regions, as well as thofe that only migrate thi.

ther in Summer, in order to breed and rear their
young, unmolefted by man. That I may do

this te better purpofe, t will be neceffary to ge

back to the place where I firif came to the river,
which was about forty miles from its mouth.

Befide the ftunted pines already mentioned,
there are fome tufts of dwarf willows ; plenty of

Wifbacumpuckey, (as the Englifh call it, and

which they ufe as tea); fome jackaliheypuck,

which the natives ufe as tobacco ; and a few cran.

berry and heathberry bufhes; but not the leai

appearance of any fruit.

The woods grow gradually thinner and fmaller

as you approach the fea; and the laif little tuft

of pines that I faw is about thirty miles from the

mouth of the river, fo that we meet with no-

thing between that fpot and the fea-fide but bar-

ren hills and marfbes,

The general courfe of the river is about North

by Eaft ; but in fome places it is very crooked,
and
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and its breadth varies from twentý yards to four 1
or five hundred. The banks are in general a folid

rock, bath fides of which correfpond fo exaalf
with each other, as ta leave no doubt that the

channel of the river has been caufed by fome ter.

rible convulfion of nature; and the fiream is fup.

plied by a variety of little rivulets, that ruflh down

the fides of the hills, occafioned chiefly by the

melting of the fnow. Some of the Indians fay,
that this river takes its rife from the North Weft

fide of Large White Stone Lake, whith is at the
diftance of near three hundred rniles on a ftraight
line; but I can fcarcely think that is the cafe,
unlefs there be many intervening lakes, which

are fupplied by the vaft quantity of water that is
colle&ed in fo great an extent of hilly and moun-

tainous country : for were it ótherwife, I fhould

imagine that the multitude of fmali rivers, which

muft empty themfelves into the main fream ia

the courfe of fo great a dinance, would have form-

ed a much deeper and fi-onger current than I dif.

covered, and occafioned an. annual deluge at the

breaking up of the ice in the Spring, of which

there waÈ not the leaft appearante, except at Bloo-

dy Fall, where the river was cbntra&ed to the

breadth of about twenty yards. It was at the

foot of this fall that iny Indians killed the Efqui-

tùaux; which *às the iafon why I diftiriguifhed

it by that peêllation. From this fali, whith is

àbout eight tniles frbin the fea-fide, thert are vtr '"
rèw hills, and thofe not high. The land between

them
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1771 . them is a fiiff loam and clay, which, in tome
parts, produces patches of pretty.good grafs, and
in others tallifh dwarf willows : at the foot of the
hills alfo there is plenty of fine fcurvy.grafs.

The Efquimaux at this river a.re but low in fia-

flure, none exceeding the middle fize, and though

broad fet, are neither well-made nor ftrong bodi-
ed. Their complexion is of a dirty copper colour;

fome of the women, however, are more fair and

ruddy. Their drefs much refembles that of the

Greenlanders in Davis's Straits, except the wo-

men's boots, which are not ftiffened out with

whalebone, and the tails of their jackets are not

more than a foot long.

Their arms and fifhing-tackle are bows and ar-.

rows, fpears, lances, darts, &c. which exacly re-

femble thofe made ufe of by the Efquimaux in

Hudfon's Straits, and which have been well de-

fcribed by Crantz*; but, for want of good edge-
tools, are far inferior to them in worknanfhip.
Their arrows are either fhod with a trianglar piece
of black fione, like flate, or a piece of copper;
but mofn commonly the former.

The body of their canoes is on the faine con-
firudion as that of the other Efquimaux, and
there is no unneceffary prow-projeétion beyond
the body of the veffel; thefe, like their arms and
other utenfils, are, for the want of better tools,
by no means fa neat as thofe I have feen in Hud-
ibn's Bav and Straits. The double-bladed pad-

dle

* See Hi. of Greenand, Vel, i. p. I32--16.
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die is in univerfal ufe among all the tribes of this .
people.

Their tents are made of parchment deer-fkins

in the hair, and are pitched in a circular form,
the fame as thofe of the Efquimaux in Hudfon's

Bay. Thefe tents are undoubtedly no more than

their Summer habitations, for I faw the remains

of two miferable hovels, which, from the fituati.

on, the firuéure, and the vafc quantity ofbones,

old fhoes, fcraps of fkins, and other rubbifh lying

near them, had certainly been fome of their

Winter retreats. Thefe houfes were fituated on

the South fide of a hill; one half of them were

under-ground, and the upper parts clofely fet

round with poles, meeting at the top in a conical

form, like their fummer-houfes or tents. Thefe

tents when inhabited, had undoubtedly been co-

vered with fkins; and in Winter entirely over-

fpread.with the fnow-drift, which mui have great-

ly contributed to their warmth. They were fo

fmall, that they did not contain more than fix or

eight perfons each ; and even that number of any

other people would have found them but mifera-

ble habitations.

Their houfehold furniture chiefly confifts of

flone kettles, and wooden troughs of various

fizes ; alfo difhes, fcoops, and fpoons, made of the

buffalo or muflk.-ox horns. Their kettles are

formed of a pepper and fait coloured ione ; and

though the texture appears to be very coarfe, and

as porous as a drip-ftone, yet they are perfely
tight,

167
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7 tight and will found as-cear as a china bowl.
Some of thofe kettles are fo large as to be-capable

July. of containig five or fix gallons; and though it

is impoffible thefe poor people can perform this

arduous work with any other tools than harder

fiones, yet they are by far fuperior to any that

I had ever feen in Hudfon's Bay; every one of

them being ornamented with neat mouldings

round the rim, and fome of the large ones with

a kind of flute-work at each corner. In fhape

they were a long fquare, fromething wider at the

top than bottorm, like a knife-tray, and ftrong

bandles of the folid flone were left at each end to

lift them up.

Their hatchets are made of a thick lump of cop.

per, about five or fix inches long, and from one

and a half to two inches fquare; they áre bevill-

ed away at one end like a mortice-chiffe. This

is lafhed into the end of a piece of wood about

twelve or fourteen inches long, in fuch a manner

as to aé like an adze: in general they are applied

to the wood like a chiffel, and driven in with a

heavy club, inftead of a mallet. Neither the

weight of the tool nor the fharpnefs of the metal

wilI admit of their being handled either as adze

or axe, with any degree of fuccefs.

The men's bayonets and women's knives are

alfo made of copper ; the former are in fhape like

the ace of fpades, with the handle of deers horn

a foot long, and the latter exaaly refemble thofe

defcribed by Crantz. Samples of both thefe im-

plements
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pieîlnts I formerly fenit horne to JaMne Pitsge.

rald, Efq. then one of the l4udfon's Bay Coin-

mittee.

Among all the fpoils of the twelve tents which

my cornpanions plundetd, ohly two finall pieces
of iton were found; ont of which was about an

incli and a half long, and three eighths of an inch
broad, miade intò a wornan's knife ; the other was
barely an inch long, and a quarter ofan inch wide,
This laf vas rivetted into a piece of ivory, fo as
to form a mÈan's knife, known in lIudf'on's Bay
by the name of Mokeatoggan, and is the only in-
frunment ufed by them in fhaping all their wood-
work.

Thofe people had a fine and numerous breed of
dogs, with fharp ere&S ears, fharp nofes, bufhy
tails, &c. esad1y like thofe feen among the Et-

quimaux in Hudfon's Bay and Straits. They were
ail tethétéd to frones, to prevent them, as I fup.

pofe, from eating the fifh that were fpread all over
the rocks to dry. I do fnot recolle& that my
companions killed or hurt one of thofe animais ;
bùt after we had left thé tents, they often wifh-
ed they had taken fome of thofe finc dogs with
themn.

Though the drefs, canoes, utenfils, and many
other articles belonging to thefe people, are very
fimilar to thofe of Hudfon's Bay, yet there is one
cuLfom that prevails among them-namely, th't
of the men having all the hair of their heads pull-
éd out by the roots-which pronounces themi to

be
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1771 be of a different tribe from any hitherto feen ei.

- ther on the coaft of Labradore, Hudfon's Bay, or
June. Davis's Straits. The women wore their hair at full

length, and exa&ly in the fame flile as all the

other Efquimaux women do whom I have feen.

When at the fea-fide, (at the mouth of the Cop-

per River,) befides feeing many feals on the ice,
I alfo obferved feveral flocks of fea-fowl flying

about the fhores ; fuch as, gulls black-heads,
loons, old wives, ha-ha-wie's, dunter geefe, arctic

gulls, and willicks. In the adjacent ponds alfo

were fome fwans and geefe in a moulting ftate,
and in the marfhes fome curlews and plover;

plenty of hawks-eyes, (i. e. the green plover,)

and fome yellow-legs; alfo feveral other fmall

birds, that vifit thofe Northern parts in the Spring

to breed and moult, and which doubtlefs return

Southward as the fall advances. My reafon for

this conjedure is founded on a certain knowledge

that all thofe birds migrate in Hudfon's Bay; and

it is but reafonable to think that they are lefs ca-

pable of withffanding the rigour of fuch a long

and cold Winter as they mua neceffarily experi-

ence in a country which is fo many degrees with-

in the Araic Circle, as that is where I now

faw them.

That the mufk-oxen, deer, bears, wolves, wol.
varines, foxes, Alpine hares, white owls, ravens,
partridges, ground-fquirrels, common fquirrels,
ermins, mice, &c. are the confiant inhabitants of
thofe parts, is not to be doubted. In many places,
by the fides of the hills, where the fnow lay to a

great
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great depth, the dung of the mufk-oxen and

deer was lying in fuch long and continued heaps, %.--.

as clearly to point out that thofe places had been

their much-frequented paths during the preced.

ing Winter. There were alfo many other fimilar

appearances on the hills, and other parts, where

the fnow was entirely thawed away, without any

print of a foot beig vifible in the mofs; which

is a certain proof that thefe long ridges of dung

muft have been dropped in the fnow as the beafts

were paffing and repaffing over it in the Winter.

There are likewife fimilar proofs that the Alpine

hare and the partridge do not Migrate, but remain

there the whole year: the latter we found in

confiderable flocks among the tufts of willows

which grow near the fea.

It is perhaps not generally known, even to the

curious, therefore may not be unworthy of obfer-

vation, that the dung of the mufk-ox, though fo

large an animal, is not larger, and at the fame time

fb near the fhape and colour of that of the Alpine

hare, that the difference is not eafily diftinguifh.

ed but by the natives, though in general the quan.

tity niay lead to a difcovery of the animal to

which it belongs.

I did not fee any birds peculiar to thofe parts,
except what the Copper Indians call the " Alarrà

" Bird," or Bird of Warning." In fize and co-

lour it refembles a Cobadekoock, and is of the

owl genus. The name is faid to be wel1 adapted

to its qualities; for when it perceives any people,
or
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77. or beaft, it direts its way towards therh imme.
-- :diately, and after hovering over them fome

tite',yies round ther in circles, or goes a-head

iri the f&me direaion irr which they walk. Théy
repeat théir vifits fréquently ; and if they fee any
6ther moving obje&s, fy alternately from one
party to the other, hover over them for fome time,
ard make a loud fcreaming noife, like the crying

df a child. In this rnanner they are faid fome-

ftines to follow paffdngers a whole day. The Cop.

per Indianis put, grdat confidence in thofe birds,
âfid fay they are frequently apprized by them of
thie approach of firangers, and coridu&ed by
them to herds of deer and mufk-oxen: which,
without their affiftance, in all probability, they ne.
ver could bave found.

Thé Efquimaù± feem not to have imbibed the
fame opinion of thofe birds; for if they had, they
±nfi have beeri apprized of our approach toward
their tents, becaufe -il the time the Indians lay in
âmbufh, (before they began thé maffacre,) a
large flock of thofe birds were eontinually flyinig
about, and hovering altêrnatély ovér them and
the tents, rnaking a noife fufficiéni to awaken any
nan out of the foundeft fleep.

Aftèr a flèep of fivê or fix hoUts we tne more
fet out, and walked eightée or nineteen inles to
the South South Eâaf, wvhen we arrived at oie of
the copper mines, ýèhich lies, frbrn thé river's
rmlouth about South South Eaft, difùtat about

;J nty-ne or thrfy Ihilës.
This
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This mine, if.it- deferve that appellation, is no

more than an entire jumble of rocks and gravel,

which bas been rent many ways by an earthquake. 

Through thefe ruins there runs g fmall river; but

no part of it, at thie tine I was there, was more

than .knee-deep.

The Indians who were the occafion of my un,

,:dertaking this journey, reprefented this mine to

be fo rich and valuable, that if a factory were built

> at the xiver, a lip might be ballaffed with the

oar, inftead of flone ; and that with the fame eafe

and di:fpatch as is done with Ilones at Churchill

River. By their account the hills were entirely

com.pofed of that metal, -all in handy lumps, like

a heap of pebbles. But their account differed fo

much from tihe truth, that I and almoft all my

companions expended near :four hours in fearch

of fome of ·this metal, with fuch poor fuccefs,
that among us al, only one piece of any fize

could be found. This, however, was remark.

ably good, .and weighed above four pounds*. I

believe ýthe copper has formerly been in much

greater plenty; for in many places, both on

the furface and in the cavities and crevices of

the rocks, the ftones are much tinged with ver-

digrife.

It may not be unworthy the notice of the cu-

rious, or undeferving a place in my Journal, to

remarke,

* This piece of Copper is no w in tihe pcfiLon !f the ilÜn's Bay

Company.
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, ·emark, that the Indians imagine that every bit
L---v- of copper they find refembles fome objea in nad

ture; but by what I faw of the large piece, and

fome fmaller ones which were found by my com-

panions, it requires a great fhare of invention to

make this out. I found that different people had

different ideas on the fubjec, for the large piece

of copper above mentioned had not been found

long before it had twenty different names. One

faying that it refembled this animal, and another

that it reprefented a particular part of another;

at laif it was generally allowed to refemble an

Alpine hare couchant : for my part, I muR con-

fefs that I could not fee it had the leaif refem-

blance to any thing to which they compared it.

It would be endlefs to enumerate the different

parts of a deer, and other animals, which the

Indians fay the beR pieces of copper refemble: it

nay therefore be fufficient to fay, that the largeR

pieces, with the feweft branches and the lean drofs,
are the beR for their ufe; as by the help of fire,
and two fRones, they can beat it out to any fhape

they wifh.

Before Churehill River was fettled by the Hud-

fon's Bay Company, which was not more than

fifty years previous to this journey being under-

taken, the Northern Indians had no othe-r me-

tal but copper among them, except a fmall quan-

tity of iron-work, which a party of them who

vifited York Fort about the year one thoufànd

feven hundred and thirteen, or one thoufand fe-

ven
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ven hundred and fourteen, purchafed; and a few 1771.
pieces of old iron found at Churchill River, which

JuIy.

had undoubtedly been left there by Captain

Monk. This being the cafe, nunbers of them

from all quarters ufed every Summnrer to refort to

thefe hills in fearch of copper; of which they made

hatchets, ice-chiffels, bayonets, knives, awls, ar-

row-heads, &c.* The many paths that had been

beaten by the Indians on thefe occafions, and

which are yet, in many places, very perfe&,
efpecially on the dry ridges and hills, is furprifing;

in the vallies and marfhy grounds, however, they

are moftly grown over with herbage, fo as not to

be difcerned.

The Copper Indians fet a great value on their

native metal even to this day ; and prefer it to

iron, for almoft every ufe except that of a hatch-

et,

0 There is a flrange tradition among thofe people, that tie firft perfs.n

who difcovered thofe mines was a woman, and that fhe conduted then to

the place for feveral years; but as fhe was the only woman in company,

fome of the men took fuch liberties with her as made her vow revenge oS

them; and fhe is faid to have been a great conjurer. Accordingly when

the men lad loaded themfelves with copper, and were going to return, fhe

refufed to acconpany them, and faid the would fit on the mine till fhe funk

into the ground, and that the copper (hould fink with her. The next

year, when the men went for more copper, they found her funk up to the

waift, thougi flili alive and the quantity of copper much decreafed; and on

their repeating their vifit the year following, fhe had quite difappeared,

and all the psincipal part of the mine with ber; fo that after that period

nothing remained on the furface but a fesv fmall pieces, and thofe were

fcattered at a confiderable diflance from cach other. Before that period

they fay the copper lay on the furface in fuch large heaps, that the Indi-

ans had nothing to do but turn it over, and pick fuci pieces as would beft

fuit the different ufes for which thev intended it.
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977. et, a knife, and an awl: for thefe threenrecfary
%omw* implernents,. copper makes but a very poor fub-

ftitute. When they exchange copper for iron-

work with our trading Northern Indians, which
is but feldorm, the frandard is an icc.chiffel of
çopper for an ice-chiffel of iron, or an ice-chifel

and a few arrow-heads of copper, for a half-worn

hatchet ; but when they barter furrs with our In-

dians, the eflablifhed rule is to give ten times the

price for every thing they purchafe that is given
for them at the Company's Fa&ory. Thus, a

hatchet that is bought at the Fadory for one

beaver-kin, or one cat4kin, or three ordinary

martins' fikins, is fold to thofe people at the ad-

vanced price of one thoufand per cent.; they alfo
pay in proportion, for kaives, and -every other
fmaller piece of iron-work. For a fmall brafs
kettle of two pounds, or two pounds and a half
weight, they pay fixty martins, or twenty beaver
in other kinds of furrs*. If the kettles are not
bruifed, or ill-ufed in any other refpe&, the Nor.

thern

-What is meant by Beaver in other kind of ferrs, mufr be underftood as

foilows: For the eafier trading with the Indians, as well aa for the more

correffly keeping their accounts, the -Iudfon's Bay Company have made a

full-grown beaver-fkin the flandard by which they rate ail other furrs, ac-

cording to their rcfpedfive values. Thus in fereral fpecics of furrs, one

1kin is valued at the.rate of four beaver ikins; fome at thrce, and o:hers

at two; whereas thofe of an inferior quality are rather at onec; and thofe

af fiili lcs value conGfdered fo inferior to that of a beaver, that from fi-.

to twenty of their fains are only valued as equal to one beaver 9xin in the

way of trade., and do not fetch one-fourth of tie price at the London mna-

ket. In th manner the ter. "Made Beaver" is to be underlbcod.
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at fomething more. It is at this extravagant L---..

price that all the Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians,

who traffic with our yearly traders, fupply them-

felves with iron-work, &c.

From thofe two tribes our Northern Indians

ufed formerly to purchafe moif of the furrs they

brought to the Company's Faaory; for their own

country produced very few of thofe articles,
and being, at that time, at war with the Southern

Indians, they were prevented from penetrating

far enough backwards to meet with many ani-

mals of the furr kind ; fo that deer-flkins, and

fuch furrs as they could extort from the Copper

and Dogàribbed Indians, compofed the whole of

their trade; which, on an average of many years,
and indeed till very lately, feldom or ever exceed-

ed fix thoufand Made Beaver per annum.

At prefent happy it is for them, and greatly to

the advantage of the Company, that they are in

perfeâ peace, and live in friendfhip with their

Southern neighbours. The good effeâ of this

harmony is already fo vifible, that within a few

years the trade from that quarter has increafed

many thoufands of Made Beaver annually; fome

years even to the amount of eleven thoufànd

fkins*. Befides the advantage arifing to the

N Company

* Since this Journal vas written, the No thern Indians, by annually vi-

fiting their Soutliern friends, the Athapufcow Indians, have contraded the

fmail-

NORtHERN OCEAN. .177



A JOURNEY TO THIE

Company from this increafe, the poor Northern

Indians reap innumerable benefits fron a fine and

plentiful country, with the produce of which

they annually load themfèlves for trade, with-

out giving the leaft offence to the proper inha-

bitants.

Several attempts have been made to induce the

Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians to vifit the Com -

pany's Fort at Churchill River, and for that pur-

pofe many prefents have been fent, but they

never were attended with any fuccefs. And

though

fmall-po3, which has carried off nine-tenths of them, and particularly

thofe people who compofed the trade at Churchill Fatory. The few

<urvivors follow the example of their Southern neighbours, ai-d all trade

vith the Canadians, who are fettled in the heart of the Athapufcow

country : fo that a very few years has proved my fhort-fightednefs, and

that it would have been much more to the advantage of the Company, as

well as have prevented the depopulation of the Northern Indian country,
if they had flill remained at war with the Southern tribes, and never at-

tempted to better their fituation. At the fame time, it is impoffible to

fay what increafe of trade might not, in time, have arifen from a confiant

and regular traffic with the different tribes of Copper and Dog-ribbed In-

dians. But having been totally negleded for feveral years, they have now

funk into their original barbarifm and extreme indigence ; and a war has

'enfued between the two tribes, for the fake' of a few remnants of iron.

work which was left among them; and the Dog-ribbed Indians were fo
numerous, and fo fuccefsful, as to deftroy almoft the whole race of the Cop-

per Indians.

While I was writing this Note, I was informed by forne Northern Indi-

ans, that the few which remain of the Copper tribe have found their way

to one of the Canadian houfes in the Athapufcow Indians country, where

they get fupplied vith every thing at lefs, or about half the price they were

formerly obliged to give; fo that the few furviving Northern Indians, as

well as the Hudfon's Bay Company, have now lof every fbadow of any fu-

ture trade from that quarter, uriefs the Company will eftablifh a fettle-

ment with the Athapufcow country, and underfeli ite Canadians.
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though feveral of the Copper Indians have vifited 77

Churchill, in the capacity of fervants to the Nor-

thern Indians, and were generally fent back load.

ed with prefents for their countrymen, yet the

Northern Indians always plundered them of the

whole foon after they left the Fort. This kind of

treatnent, added to the many inconveniencies

that attend fo long ajourney, are great obftaclesI
in their way; otherwife it would be as pofible

for them to bring their own goods to market, as

for the Northern Indians to go fo far to purchafe

them on their own account, and have the fame
difrance to bring them as the firft proprietors

would have had. But it is a political fcheme of our

Northern traders to prevent fuch an intercourfe,
as it would greatly leffen their confequence and

emolument. Superftition, indeed, will, in all pro-

bability, be a lafting barrier againft thofe people

ever having a fettled communication with our

Fa&ory; as few of then chufe to travel in coun-

tries fo remote from their own, under a pretence

that the change of air and provifions (though ex

a&ly the fame to which they are accuftomed) are

highly prejudicial to their health; and that not

one out of three of thofe who have undertaken

the journey, have ever lived to return. The

firfi of thefe reafons is evidently no more than

grofs fuperftition ; and though the latter is but

too true, it has always been owing to the treache-

ry and cruelty of the Northern Indians, who took

them under their protedion.

N 2 it
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1771. It is but a few years fince, that Captain Keel.

$ 1 fhies, who is frequently mentioned in this Jour-
nal, took twelve of thefe people under his charge,
all heavy laden with the moft volnable furrs;

and long before they arrived at the Fort, he and

the reft of bis crew had got all the furrs from

them, 'in payment for provifions for their fup..

port, and obliged them to carry the furrs on their

account.

On their arrival at Prince of Wales's Fort,

Keelfhies laid claim to great merit for having

brought thofe arangers, fo richly laden, to the

Fa&ory, and affured the Governor that he might,

in future, expe& a great increafe in trade from

that quarter, through his interefn and affiduity.

One of the firangers was dubbed with the name

of Captain, and treated accordingly, while at the

Fort ; that is, he was dreffed out in the beR man-

ner ; and at bis departure, both himfelf and all

bis countrymen were loaded with prefents, in

hopes that they would not only repeat the vifit

themfelves, but by difplaying fo much generofity,

many of their countrymen would be induced to

accompany them.

There feeums to be great propriety in the con-

duJt of the Governor* on this occafion; but how-

ever weli-intended, it had quite the contrary ef.

fe&, for Keelihies and the reR of his execrable

gang, not coltenlt with fharing all the furrs thofe

poor people had carried to the Fort, determined
to

#Mr. Mofes Norton.



NORTHERN OCEAN. 81

to get alfo all the European goods that had been 1771.
given to them by the Governor. As neither

Keelfhies nor any of his gang had the courage to

kill the Copper Indians, they concerted a deep-

laid fcheme for their deftruction; -whiçh was to

leave them on an ifland. With this view, when

they got to the propofed fpot, the Northern Indi-

ans took care to have all the baggage belonging

to the Copper Indians ferried acrofs to the main,

and having ftripped them of fuch parts of their

clothing as they thought worthy their notice,

went off with all the canoes, leaving them all

behind on the ifland, where they perifhed for

want. When I was on my journey to the Fort

in June one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-

two, I faw the bones of thofe poor people, and

had the foregoing account from my guide Mato-

nabbee; but it was not made known to the Go-

vernor for fome years afterward, for fear of pre-

judicing him againft Keelfhies.

A fimilar circumftance had nearly happened to

a Copper Indian who accompanied me to the Fort

in one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two:

after we were all ferried acrofs Seal River, and

the poor man's bundle of furrs on the South-fide,

he was left alone on the oppofite fhore; and nç

one except Matonabbee would go over for him.

The wind at that time blew fo hard, that Mato-

nabbee ftripped himfelf quite naked, to be ready

for fwimming in cafe the canoe fhould overfet ;

but lIe foon brought the Copper Indian fafe over,

to
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to tht he finall mortification of thé wrètch whu

had the éharge of him, and who would gladly

have poffeffed the bundle of furrs at the ekpeÈcýe

of the poor man's life.

When the Northern Indiaîfs returned for the

Fa&ory that tar, the above Copper Indiai put

himfelf under the protetion of Matonabbe, who

acconpanied hirn as far North as the latitude

640, whêre they faw fome Copper Indians, among

whom was the young man's father, into whoft

hands Matonabbee delivered hin in good health,

w*ith all his goods fafe, and in good cder.

Soon after we had left the Copper-mine, there

Came on a thick fog -with raib, and at intervas

heavy lhowers of fnow. This kind of weather

è:otinued for forne days; and at times it was

fo thick, that we were obliged to ftop for fevera

hours together, as we were unable to fee our
wävay, and the road was renarkably rocky and
intricate.

2. At three o'dlock in the morning ofthe twenty-

fecond, Matonabbee's brother and one of the

Copper Indians, who had been firft difpatched a-

lead from Congecathawhachaga, overtook us.

During their abfence they had not difcovered
'any Indians who could have been ferviceable to

Èry eipedition. They had, however, been at
the Copper River, and feeing fome marks fet up
-thrte to direct them to return, they had made
th teft of their jay, and had not flept froni the

time
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tine they left the river tifl theyjoined us, though 1771.
the dintance was not lefs than a hundred miles. 4

When they arrived we were.afleep, but we foon

awakened, and began to proceed on our jour.

ney. T1hat day we walked forty-two miles;

and in our way paffed Buffalo Lake: at night,

we put up about the middle of the Stony Moun,

tains. The weather was exceffively hot and

fultry.

On the twenty-third, the weatfher continued

much the faie as on the preceding day. Early

in the morning we fet out, and walked forty..five

miles the firft day, during which the Indians kill-

ed feveral fine fat buck deer.

About one o'clock in the morning of the twen. 2

ty-fourth, we flopped and took a little refrefh.

ment, as we had alfo done about noon the pre-

ceding day; but the Indians had been fo long

from their wives and families, that they proinif,

cd not to fleep till they faw them, efpecially as

we were then in fight of the hills of Congecatha,

whachaga, where we had left the laif of them.

After reaing about an hour, we proceeded on

our way, and at fix in the morning arrived at

Congecathawhachaga ; when, to our great difap-

pointment, we found that all our women had got

fet acrofs the river before the Copper Indians left

that part ; fo that when we arrived, not an In-

dian was to be found, except an old man and bis.

family, who had arrived in our abfence, and
was
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1771. was waiting at the croffing-place with fome furrs
for Matonabbee, who was fo nearly related to the

JuIy. old man as to be bis fon-in-law, having one of his

daughters for a wife. The old man had another

with him, who was alfo offered to the great man,

but not accepted.

Our ftay at this place may be faid to have been

of very fhort duration ; for on feeing a large

fmoke to the Southward, we immediately croffed

the river, and walked towards-it, when we found

that. the women had indeed been there fome days

before, but were gone; and at their departure

had fet the mofs on fire, which was then burning,
and occafiored the fmoke we had feen. By this

time the afternoon was far advanced; we purfued,

however, our courfe in the dire&ion which the

women took, for their track we could eafily dif.

cover in the mofs. We had not gone far, before

we faw another fmoke at a great diftance, for

which we fbaped our courfe; and, notwithftand.

ing we redoubled our pace, it was eleven o'clock

at night before we reached it ; when, to our great

mortification, we found it to be the place where

25 th. th. women had flept the night before; having in
the morning, at their departure, fet fire to the

mofs which was then burning.

The Indians, finding that their wives were fo

near as to be within one of their ordinary day's

walk, which feldom exceeded ten or twelve miles,
determined not to rea till ther ad joined them,

Accordingly
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Accordingly we purfued our courfe, and about

two o'clock in the morning of the twenty -

fifth, come up with fome of the womeri, who

had then pitched their tents by the fide of Coge.

ad Lake.

From our leaving the Copper-inine River to this

time we had travelled fo hard, and taken fo little

reft by the way, that my feet and legs had fwell-

ed confiderably, and I had become quite ftiff at

the ankles. In this fituation I had fo little pow.

er to direft my feet when walking, that I fre-

quently knocked them againft the flones with

fuch force, as not only to jar and diforder them,
but my legs alfo; and the nails of my toes were

bruifed to fuch a degree, that feveral of them fef-

tered and dropped off. To add to this mifhap,
the fkin- was entirely chafed off from the tops of

both my feet, and between every toe ; fo that the

fand and gravel, which I could by no means ex-

clude, irritated the raw parts fo much, that for a

whole day before we arrived at the women 's

tents, I left the print of my feet in blood almoft

at every ftep I took. Several of the Indians be.

gan to complain that their feet alfo were fore;

but, on examination, not one of them was the

twentieth part in fo bad a ftate as mine.

This being the firft time I had been in fuch a

fituation, or feen any body foot-foundered, I was

much alarmed, and under great apprehenfions

for the confequences.- Though I was but little

fatigued



177 afatigued in body, yet the excruciating pain I fuf-
-vj fered when walking, had fuch an effe& on my

JUL fpirits, that if the Indians had continued to travel
two or three days longer at that unmerciful rate,
I muft unavoidably have been left behind; for
my feet were in many places quite honey.comb-

ed, by the dirt and gravel eating into the raw

flefh.

As foon as we arrived at the women's tents, the

firft thing I did, was to wafh and clean my feet
in warm water; then I bathed the fwelled parts
with fpirits of wine, and dreffed thofe that were

raw with Turner's cerate; foon after which I be-

took myfelf to reif. As we did not move on the

following day, I perceived that the fwelling

abated, and the raw parts of my feet were not
quite fo much inflamed. This change for the

better gave me the firongeft affurance that reft

was the principal thing wanted to effecl a fpeedy

and complete cure of my painful though in reali-

ty very fimple diforder, (foot.foundering,) which

I had before confidered to .be an affair of the

greateft confequence.

Reif, however, though effential to my fpeedy

recovery, could not at this time be procured ; for

as the Indians were defirous ofjoining the remain-

der of their wives and families as foon as poffible,

they would not ftop even a fingle day; fo that

27th on the twenty-feventh we again began to move;
and though they moved at the rate of eight or

nine
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tine iniles a day, it was with the utméft difficul. '77'.
ty that I could follow themn. Indeed the weathr '-

proved remarkably fine and pleafant:, and the

ground was in general pretty dry, and free fromi

ftones; which contributed greatly te my eafe

in waiking, and enabled mie te keep up with the
tatives.

On the thirty-firft of July, we arrived at the 3

place where the wives and families of my compa-

nions had been ordered te wait our return from

the Copper-mine River. Here we found feveral

tents of Indians ; but thofe belonging to Mato.

nabbee, and fone others of my crew, had not ar-

rived. We faw, however, a large frnoke to the

Eaaward, which was fuppofed had been made by
them, as no other Indians were expected from

that quarter. Accordingly, the next morning, Auou(1

Matonabbee fent fome of his young men in queft ,f.

of them, and on the fifth, they all joined us;

when, contrary to expectation, a great number

of other Indians were with them ; in all, to the

amount of more than forty tents. Among thofe

Indians, was the man who Matonabbee Rabbed
when we were at Clowey. With the greateif fub-

miflion he led his wife to Matonabbee's tent, fet

her down by his fide, and retired, without faying

a word. Matonabbee took no notice of her,
though Ifhe was bathed in tears; and by degrees,

after reclining herfelf on her elbow for fome time,

lhe lay down, and, fobbing, faid,fee'd dinne,fee'd

dinne !
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dinne! which is, My hufband, my hufband! On

'..v-%' which Matonabbee told her, that if flhe had re-
Auguft. fpecled him as fuch, flue would not have run -2 way

from him; and that flhe was at liberty to go

where flhe pleafed. On which flhe got up, with

feeming relu&ance, though moft affuredly with a

light heart, and returned to her former hufband's

tent.

CHAIP.
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C H A P. VII.

Remarks from the Time the Women joined us

till our Arrival at the Athapufcow Lake.

Several of the Indiansick.-Method ufed by the conju.

rors to relieve one man, who recovers.-Matonabbee

and his crewproceed to the South Weß.--Moft ofthe

other Indiansfeparate, and go their refpecive ways.

-Pafs by White Stone Lake.-Many deer killed

merely for theirfßins.-Remarks thereon, and on the

deer, refpeaingfeafons and places .- Arrive at Point

Lake.-One of the Indian's wives beingJick, is left

behind to peri/h above-ground.-Weather very bad,

but deer plenty.-Stay fome time at Point Lake to

dry meat, &c.-Winterfet in.-Superßitious cußions

obferved by my companions, after they had killed the

Efquimaux at Copper River.-A violent gale of wind

overfets my tent and breaks my quadrant.-Some

Copper and Dog-ribbed Indians join us.-Indians

propofie to go to the Athapufcow Country to kill

moofe.-.LeavePoint Lake, and arrive at the wood's

edgg.-Arrive at Anawd Lake.-Tranfalions

there-Remarkable inßiance of a inan being cured

of the palfey by the conjurors.-Leave Anawd Lake

-Arrive at the great Athapufcow Lake.

EVERAL of the Indians being very ill, the
1771.

conjurers, who are always the doctors, and -

pretend to perform great cures, began to try their Augut.

Ikill
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1771 fkl to effeE their recovery. Here it is neceffary
zo to remark, that they ufe no medicine either for

Auguf. internal or external complaints, but perform all

their cures by charms. In ordinary cafes, fuck-
ing the part affe&ed, blowing, and finging to it;

haughing, fpitting, and at the fame time utering

a heap of unintelligible jargon, compofe the whole

procefs of cure. For fome inward complaints;

fuch as, griping in the inteftines, difliculty of

making water, &c. it is very common to fee

thofe jugglers blowing into the anus, or into the

parts adjacent, till their eyes are almoft ftarting

out of their heads: and this operation is per-

formèd indifferently on all, without regard either

to age or. fex. The accumulation of fo large a

quantity of wind is at times apt to occafion fome
extraordinary emotions, which are not eafily
fuppreffed by a fick perfon ; and as there is no
vent for it but by the channel through which it
was conveyed thither, it fometimes occafions an
odd fcene between the do&or and his patient;
which 1 once wantonly called an engagement,
but for which I was afterward exceedingly forry,
as it highly offended feveral of the Indians; par.
ticularly the juggler and the fick perfon, both of
whom were men I much efieemed, and, except

in that moment of levity, it had ever been no lefs
my inclination than mny intereft to fhew them

every refpea that my fituation would admit,
I have often admired the great pains thefe jug-

glers take to deceive their credulous countrynen,
while
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while at the fame time they are indefatigably in- 177 1.
duftrious and perfevering in their efforts to relieve

them. Being naturally not very delicate, they

frequently continue their windy procefs fo long,
that I have more than once feen the doclor quit

his patient with his face and breafi in a very dif-

agreeable condition. However laughable this

may appear to an European, cuftom makes it ve-

ry indecent, in their opinion, to turn any thing

of the kind to ridicule.

When a friend for whom they have a particular

regard is, as they fuppofe, dangeroufly ill, befide

the above methods, they have recourfe to another

very extraordinary piece of fuperftition ; which

is no lefs than that of pretending to fwallow

hatchets, ice-chiffels, broad bayonets, knives, and

the like ; out of a fuperftitious notion that un-

dertaking fuch defperate feats will have fome in-

fluence in appeafing death, and procure a refpite

for their patient.

On fuch extraordinary occafions a conjuring.

houfe is ereded, by driving the ends of four long

fmall fticks, or poles, into the ground at right

angles, fo as to form a fquare of four, five, fix,
or feven feet, as may be required. The tops of

the poles are tied together, and all is clofe cover-

ed with a tent-cloth or other fkin, exa&ly in the

fhape of a fmall fquare tent, except that there is

no vacancy left at the top to admit the light. In

the middle of fis houfe, or tent, the patient is

laid, and is fo lowed by the conjurer, or

conjurers,
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1 77 r. con jurers. Sometirmes five or fix of tiem give

A Ugti. their joint-affiflance ; but before they enter, they

ftrip themfelves quite naked, and as foon as they

get into the houfe, the door being well clofed,
they kneel round the fick perfon or perfons, and

begin to fuck and blow at the parts effeded, and

then in a very fhort fpace of time fing and talk

as if converfing with familiar fpirits, which they

fay appear to then in the fhape of different beaifs

and birds of prcy. When they have had fufficient
con ference with thofe neceffary agents, or fhadows,
as they term them, they afk for the hatchet, bay-

onet, or the like, which is always prepared by

another perfon, with a long ftring faaened to it

by the haft, for the c.nvenience of hauling it up

again after they have fwallowed it ; for they

very wifely admit this to be a very neceffary pre-

caution, as liard and compa& bodies, fuch as iron

and ieel, would be very difficult to digeif, even
by the men who are enabled to fwallow thcm.

Befides, as thofe tools are in themfelves very ufe-

ful, and not always to be procured, it would be
very ungencrous in the conjurers to digent theni,
when it is known that barely fwallowing themu

and lauling them. up again is fully fuflicient to

anfwer every purpofe that is expeded fron them.

At the time when the forty and odd tents of

Indians joined us, one man was fo dangeroufly ill,

that it was thought neceffary the conjurers fhould
ufe fime of thofe wonderful experiments for his

recovery; one of theni therefore immediately, con-

fénted
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fented to fwallow a broad bayonet. Accordingly,
a conjuring-houfe was crcded in the manner -

above defcribed, into which the patient was con-
veyed, and he was foon followed by the conjurer,
who, after a long preparatory difcourfe, and the

neceffary conference with his familiar fpirits, or

fhadows, as they call them, advanced to the door

and afked for the bayonet, which was then ready 6th,

prepared, by having a ftring faftened to it, and a

lhort piece of wood tied to the other end of the

ftring, to prevent him from fwallowing it. I

could not help obferving that the length of the

bit of wood was not more than the breadth of

the bayonet : however, as it anfwered theintend.

ed purpofe, it did equally well as if i had been as

long as a handfpikc.

Though I am not fo credulous as to believe that

the conjurer abfolutely fwallowed the bayonet,
yet I muif acknowledge that in the twinkling of

an eye he conveyed it to-God knows where;

and the fmall piece of wood, or one exaatly like

it, was confined clofe to his teeth. He then pa-

raded backward and forward before the conjur-

ing-houfe for a fhort time, when he feigned to be
greatly difordered in bis flomach and bowels;

and, after niaking many wry faces, and groaning

mo hideoufly, he put his body into feveral di-

ftorted attitudes, very fuitable to the occafion. He

theri returned to the door of the conjuring-houfe,

and after making many firong efforts to vomit,
by the help of the ftring le at length, and after

tugging at i fome time, produced the bayonet,
O which
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'77-' which apparently he hauled out of his mouth, to

the no fmall furprize of ail prefent. He then
Auguit. looked round with an air of. exultation, and

flrutting into the conjuring-houfe, where he re-

newed his incantations, and continued them with-

out intermiffion twenty-four hours. Though I

was not clofe to his elbow when he performed

the above feat, yet I thought myfelf near enough

(and I can affure my readers I was all attention)

to have deteéled him. Indeed i muif confefs

that it appeared to me to.be a very nice piece of

deception, efpecially as it was performed by a

man quite naked.

Not long after this flight-of-hand work was

over, fome of the Indians afked me what I thought

of it ; to which I anfvered, that I was too far

off to fee it fo plain as I could wifh ; which in-

deed was no more than the ftriaell truth, be-

caufe I was not near enough to deted the decep.

tion. The fick man, however, foon recovered ;
and in a few days afterwards we left that place

and proceeded to the South Weff.

On the ninth of Auguft, we once more purfued

our journey, and continued our courfe in the

South Weft quarter, generally walking about fe-

ven or eight miles a day, All the Indians, how-

ever, who had been in our company, except

twelve tents, firuck off different ways. As to

myfelf, having had feveral days reft, my feet were

completely healed, though the fkin remained

very tender for fome time,

From
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From the nineteenth to the twenty-fifth, we

walked by the fide of Thaye-chuck-gyed Wholie, e
or Large Whitetlone Lake, which is about forty ,yt -2 h

miles long from the North Eaft to the South

Wea, but of very unequal breadth. A river from

the North Weft fide of this lake is faid to run in

a ferpentine manner a long way to the Weftward;

and then tending to the Northward, compofes

the main branch of the Copper-mine River, as

has been already mentioned.; which may or may

not be truc. It is certain, however, that there

are many rivulets, which empty themfelves into

this lake from the South Eaft ; but as they are all
fmalil fireams, they may probably be no more

than what is fufficient to fupply the conftant de-

creafe occafioned by the exhalations, which, dur.

ing the fhort Summer, fo high a Northern lati.

tude always affords.

Deer were very pientiful the whole way; the

Indians kilied great numbers of them daily, mere-

]y for the fake of their fkins ; and at this time of

the year their pelts are in good feafon, and the

hair of a proper length for clothing.

The great deftruction which is made of the

deer in thofe parts at this feafon of the year on-

ly, is almoft incredible; and as they are never

known to have more than one young one at a

time, it is wonderful they do not become fcarce:

but fo far is this from being the cafe, that the old-

eà Northern Indian in all their tribe will afflrm

that the deer are as plentiful now as they ever have

0 2 been.;
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177 . been; and though they are remarkably fcarce

fome years near Churchill river, yet it is faid,
and with great probability of truth, that they are

more plentiful in other parts of the country than

they were formerly. The fcarcity or abundance

of thefe animals in different places at the fame

feafon is caufed, in a great meafure, by the winds

which prevail for fone time before; for the deer

are fuppofed by the natives to waik always in the

direEion from which the wind blows, except when

they migrate from Faft to Weft, or from Wea to

Eaft, in fearch of the oppofite fex, for the purpofe

of propagating their fpecies.

It requires the prime part of the fkins of from

eight to ten deer to make a complete fuit of warm

clothing for a grown perfon during the Winter;

all of which fihould, if poffible, be killed in the

inonth of Augufi, or early in September; for af-

ter that time the hair is too- long, and at the fame

time fo loofe in the pelt, that it will drop off with

the flighteft injury.

Befide thefe fkins, which muif be in the hair,
each perfon requires feveral others to be dreffed

into leather, for ftockings and fhoes, and light

Summer clothing; feveral more are alfo wanted

in a parchment ftate, to make clewla as they call

it, or thongs to make netting for their fnow-fhoes,

fnares for deer, fewing for their fledges, and, in

fact, for every other ufe where ftrings or lines of

any kind are required: fo that each perfon, on an

average, expends, in the courfe of a year, upwards
of
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of twenty deer fkins in clothing and other dome- 177 i.

flic ufes, exclufive of tent cloths, bags, and many -
other things which it is impoffible to remember,
and unneceffary to enumerate.

All fkins for the above-mentioned purpofes

are, if poffible, procured between the beginning

of Auguif and the middle of O&ober ; for when
the rutting feafon is over, and the Winter fets in,
the deerfkins are not only very thin, but in ge.
neral full of worms and warbles ; which render

them of little ufe, unlefs it be to cut into fine

thongs, of which they make fifhing-nets, and nets

for the heels and toes of their fnow-fhoes. In-

deed the chief ufe that is made of them in Win.

ter is for the purpofe of food; and really when

the hair is properly taken off, and al the warbles

are fqueezed out, if they are well-boiled, they are

far from being difagreeable. The Indians, how-

ever, never could perfuade me to eat the warbles,

of which fome of them are remarkably fond, par-

ticularly the children, They are always eaten

raw and alive, out of the fkin; and are faid, by

thofe who like them, to be as fine as goofeberries.

But the very idea of eating fuch things, exclufive

of their appearance, (many of them being as

large as the firf joint of the little finger,) was

quite fufficient to give me an unalterable difgufr

to fuch a repanf; and when I acknowledge that

the warbles out of the deers backs, and the do-

mefiic lice, were the only two things I ever faw

mny companions cat, of which I could not, or did

not,.
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y771 not partake, I truft I fhall not be reckoned ove-
delicate in my appetite.

4ugUit. The month of Oétober is the rutting feafon

with the deer in thofe parts, and after the tine of
their courtfhip is over, the bucks feparate from-1

the does; the former proceed to the Wevward,
to take fhelter in the woods during the Winter,
and the latter keep out in the barren ground the
whole year. This, though a general rule, is not
without fome exceptions; for I have frequently
feen many does in the woods, though they bore
no proportion to the number of bucks. This rule,
therefore, only ftands good refpeaing the deer
to the North of Churchill River; for the deer
to the Southward live promifcuoufly among the

woods, as well as in the plains, and along the
banks of rivers, lakes, &c. the whole year.

The old buck's horns are very large, with ma.

:y branches, and always drop off in the month
of Novernber, which is about the time they begin
to approach the woods. This is undoubtcdly
wifely ordered by Providence, the better to ena-
ble them to efcape from their enemies through
the woods; otherwife they would become an ea-
ly prey to wolves and other beafis, and be liable
to get entangled among the trees, even in rang..
ing about in fearch of food. The faine opinion
ray probably be admitted of the Southern deer,
which always refide among the woods; but the
Northern deer, though by far the fmalleft in this
country, have much the largeft horns, and the
branches are fo long, and at the fane time fpread

f4a



NORTHERN OCEAN.

fo wide, as to make them more liable to be en- 1771.

tangled among the under-woods, than any other
Auguit.

fpecies of deer that I have noticed. The young
bucks in thofe parts do not fhed their horns fo

foon as the old onès : I have frequently feen them

killed at or near Chriftmas, and could difcover

no appearance of their horns being loofe. The

does do not fhed their hor-ns till the Summer ; fo
that when the buck's horns are ready to drop off,
the horns of the does are all hairy, and fcarcely

come to their full growth.

The deer in thofe parts are generally in motion

from Eaft to Weft, or from Weff to Eaft, accord-

ing to the feafon, or the prevailing winds; and

that is the principal reafon why the Northern In-

dians are always fhifting their ftation, From

Novernber till May, the bucks continue to the

Weftward, among the woods, when their horns
begin to fprout ; after which they proceed on
to the EafRward, to the barren grounds; and the

does that have been on the barren ground all the

Winter, are taught by inftinc to advance to the

Weffward to meet them, in order to propagate

their fpecies. Immediately after the rutting fea-

fon is over, they feparate, as hath been mention-
ed above. The old vulgar faying, fo generally

received among the lower clafs of people in Eng-
Iand, concerning the bucks fhedding their yards,

or more properly the glands of the penis, yearly,
whether it be true in England or not, is certainly

not true in any of the countries bordering on

Hîudfon'q

199
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17 7,1Hudfon's Bay. A long refidence anong the In.
--- dians has enabled me to confirm this affertion

with great confidence, as I have feen deer killed

every day throughout the year ;. and when I

have mentioned this circunifance to the Indians,
either Northern or Southern, they always affured

me that they never obferved any fuch fymptons.

With equal truth I can affert, and that fron

ocular demonfiration, that the animal which is

called the Alpine -lare in Hudfon's Bay, actually
undergoes fomething fimilar to that which is vul-

garly afcribed to the Englifh deer. I have feen

and handled feveral of them, who had been kill-

ed juil after they had coupled in the Spring,

with the penffes hanging out, dried up, and fhri-
velled, like the navel-flring of young animals;

and on examination I always found a paffage

through them for the urine to pafs. I have

thought proper to give this remark a place in my

Journal, becaufe, in all probability, it is not gene-

raily known, even to thofe gentlemen who have

made natu ral hiftory their chief fludy; and if

their refearches are of any real utility to mankind,

it is furely to be regretted that Providence

fhould have placed the greateû part of them too

remote from want to be obliged to travel for

ocular proofs of what they affert in their publica-

tions; they are therefore wifely content to flay

at home, and enjoy the bleffings with which thev

arC endowed, reling fatisfied to collcét fuch in-

formation for their own amufement, and the

gra,t
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gratification of the public, as thofe who are ne. 1771.

cefitated to be travellers are able or willing to a
give them. It is true, and I am forry it is fo, ^"a
that I corne under the latter defeription ; but
hope I have not, or fhall not, in the courfe of this

Journal, advance any thing that will not ftand

the teft of experiment, and the fkill of the mof

competent judges.

After leaving White Stone Lake, we continued

our courfe in the South Weft quarter, feldorn

walking more than twelve miles a day, and fre-

quently not half that diftance.

On the third of September, we arrived at a Sepernber.

fmall river belonging to Point Lake, but the weg.. 3d

ther at this time proved fo boifterous, and there
was fo much rain, fnow, and froft, alternately,
that we were obliged to wait feveral days before

we could crofs it in our canoes ; and the water

was too deep, and the current too rapid, to at-

tempt fording it. During this interruption,

however, our time was not entirely lof, as deer

were fo plentiful that the Indians killed numbers

of them, as well for the fake of their fkins, as

for their flefh, which was at prefent in excellent

order, and the Ikins in proper feafon for the fun-

dry ufes for which they are deftined.

In the afternoon of the feventh, the weather t.

became fine and moderate, when we all were

ferried acrofs the river; and the next morning

fhaped our courfe to the South Weft, by the fide

of point Lake. After three daysjourney, which

only
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.77 . only confifled of about eighteen miles, we came

to a few fmalil fcrubby woods, which were the
-Sptenber. firft that we had feen from the twenty.fifth of

May, except thofe we had perceived at the Cop-

per-mine River.

One of the Indian's wives, who for fome time

had been in a confumption, had for a few days
paR becone fo weak as to be incapable of travel-

ling, which, armong thofe people, is, the moft de-

plorable flate to which a human being can poffi-

bly be brought. Whether fhe had been given

over by the doclors, or that it was for want of

friends anong them, I cannot tell, but certain it

is, that no expedients were taken for her recove-

ry; fo that, without rnuch ceremony, fhe was

left unaffifted, to pcrifh above-ground.

Though this was the firft inrfance of the kind

1 had feen, it is the common, and indeed the con-

4rant praEtice of thofe Indians ; for whern a grown

perfon is fo il1, efpecially in the Summer, as not

to be able to walk, and too heavy to be carried,

they fay it is better to leave one who is paR reco-

very, than. for the whole family to fit down by

them and ftarve to death; well knowing that they

cannot be ofany fervice to the affliéted. On thofe

occafions, therefore, the friends or relations of the

fick generally leave them fome viRuals and wa-

ter; and, if the fituation of the place will afford

a littie firing. When thofe articles are

provided, the perfon to be left is acquainted

with the road which the others intend to go;

and
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and then, after covering them well up with deer 1771.

Ikins, &c. they take their leave, and walk away -
crying. septemner.

Sometimes perfons thus left, recover; and
come up with their friends, or wander about till
they meet with other Indians, whom they accom-
pany till they again join their relations. Infran-
ces of this kind are feldom known. The poor

wonman above mentioned, however, came up with
us three feveral times, after having been Jeft in
the manner defcribed. At length, poor crea-
ture! fhe dropt behind, and no one attempted to
go back in fearch of her.

A cuftom apparently fo unnatural is perhaps
not to be found among any other of the hurnan
race: if properly confidered, however, it may
with juffice be afcribed to neceffity and felf-pre-
fervation, rather than to the want.of humanity
and focial feeling, which ought to be the charac-
teriftic of men, as the nobleft part of the creati-
on. Neceffity, added to national cuffom, contri-
butes principally to make fcenes of this kind lefs
fhocking to thofe people, than they muft appear
to the more civilized part of mankind.

During the early part of September, the wea-
ther was in general cold, with much fleet and
fnow ; which feemed to promife that the Winter
would fet in early. Deer at this time being very

plentiful, and the few woods we met with afford-
ing tent-poles and firing, the Indians propofed to
remain where we were fome timXe, in order to

drefs
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drefs fkins, and provide our Winter clothing;

- alfo to make fnow-fhoes and temporary fledges,
Sptemnber: as Well as to prepare a large quantity of dried

meat and fat to carry with us ; for by the ac-

counts of the Indians, they have always experi-

enced a great fcarcity of deer, and every other

kind of game, in the direcion they propofed we

fhould go when we left Point Lake.

Toward the middle of the month, the weather

became quite mild and open, and continued fo

tili the end of it; but there was fo much con-

fiant and inceffant rain, that it rotted moif of our

2stI. tents. On the twenty-eighth, however, the wind
fettled in the North Weft quarter, when the wea-

3 oth• ther grew fo cold, that by the thirtieth ail the

ponds, lakes, and other ftanding waters, were

frozen over fo hard that we were enabled to crofs

them on the ice without danger. ,

Among the various fuperftitious cuftorms of
thefe people, it is worth remarking, and ought

to have been mentioned it its proper place, that

immediately after my conpanions had killed the

Efquimaux at the Copper River, they confidered

themfelves in a flate of uncleannefs, which induc-

ed them to pracaife fome very curious and un,

ufual cremonies. In the firf place, ail who

were abfoltely concerned in the murder were

prohibited fron cooking any kind of viaiuals,

Cither for themfelves or others. Asluckily there

were two i cormIpany who had not fhed blood,

heyeremloed ala as cooks til we join-
ed



ed thé *oinen. This circuinftance was etëed- 1t.

ingly favoirable on miy fide ; for had there been

no perfons of thé above defeription lu company,

that tafk, I was told, w*ould have fallen on me;

which would have been no lefs fatiguing and trou-

blefome, than humiliating and véatious.

When the victuals were cooked, all the miurde-

rers took a kind of ried earth, or oker, and paint-

ed all the fpace bétween the nofe and chin, as well

as the greater part of their cheeks, alinof to the

ears, before they vould talle a bit, and vould not

drink out of any other difh, or fmoke out of any

other pipe, but their own; and none of the

others feemed willing to drink or fmoke out of

theirs.

We had no fooner joined the women, at our

return from the expedition, than there feemed to

be an univerfal fpirit of emulation among themà,

vying who fhould firif make a fuit of ornaments

for their hufbands, which confifted of bracelets for

the wrifts, and a band for the forehead, conpof-

cd of porcupine quills and moofe-hair, curiolîfly

wrought on leather.

The cuftom of painting the inouth and part of

the cheeks before each meal, and drinking and

fmoking out of their own utenfils, was flriftly

and invariable obferved, till the Winter began to

fet in; and during the whole of that time they

would never kifs any of their vives or children.

They refrained alfo from eating many parts of

the deer and other animals, particularly the head,

entrails,

NORTHIERNýl* OCEAIN. !205
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177, 1entrails, and blood; and during their unclean.

nefs, their viduals were never fodden in water,

but dried in the fun, eaten quite raw, or broil-

ed,%@hen a fire fit for the purpofe could be pro-

cured.

When the time arrived that was to put an end

to thefe ceremlionies, the men, without a female

being prefent, made a fire at fome difnance from

the tents, into which they threw alil their orna-

ments, pipe-ftems, and difhes, which were foon

confumed to afhes; after which a feaft was pre-

pared, confifting of fuch articles as they had long

been prohibited from eating; and when all was

over, each man was at liberty to eat, drink, and

fmoke as he pleafed; and alfo to kifs his wives

and children at difcretion, which they feemed to

do with more raptures than I had ever known

them do it either before or fince.

odobtr. OEtober came in very roughly, attended with

heavy falls of fnow, anId much drift. On the

6th. fixth at night, a heavy gale of wind from the

North Weft put us in great diforder; for though

the few woods wve paffed had furniíhed us with

tent-poles and fewel, yet they did not afford us

the leaft fhelter whatever. The wind blew with

fuch violence, that in fpite of all our endeavours,

it overfet feveral of the tents, and mine, among

the reft, fhared the difafter, which I cannot fuffi-

ciently lament, as the but-ends of the weather

tent-poles fell on the quadrant, and though it was

in a firong wainfcot cafe, two of the bubbles, the

index,
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index, and feveral other* parts were br'okên', 1771-.
which fe'ndered it entirely ufelefs. This being the

cafe, I did not think it worth carriage, but broke -

it to pieces, and gave the brafs-work to the hdi-

ans, wbo cut it into fmall Iumps, and made ufe of

it inftead of ball.

On the twènty-third of Oélober, feverai Cop- ie.

per and a few Dog-ribbed Indians came 'to our

tents laden with furrs which they fold to fome

of my crew for fuch iron-work as they had to

give in exchange. This vifit, I afterwards found,
was by appointment of the Copper Indians whom

we had feen at Congecathawhachaga, and whos

in their way to us, had met the Dog-ribbed Indi.

ans, who were alfo glad of fo favourable an op.

portunity of purchafing fome of thofe valuable

articles, though at a very extravagant price: for

one of the Indians in my company, though not

properly of my party, got no lefs than forty

beaver fkins, and fixty martins, for one piece of

iron which he had ftole when he was la{t at the

,Fort#.

One of thofe firangers had about forty beaver

fkins, with which he intended to pay Matonab-

bee an old debt; but one of the other Indians

feized

4 The piece of iron above mentioned was the coulter of a uew-fafh'onçd

plough, invented by Captain John Fowler, late Governor at Churchil*

River, with which he had a large piece of ground ploughed, and after-

wards fowed with oats: but the part being nothing hut a hot burning

fand, like the Spanifh lines at Gibraltar, the fuccefs may eafily be gueT.

ed; whkh was, that it did not produce a fingle glain:
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.ei*zed the wholie, notwithfianding he knew it to

be in fai Matonabbee's property. This treat-

nent, together with Many other infults, which

he had received during my abode with him, made

hinm renew his old refolution of leaving his own

country, and going to refide with the Athapuf-

cow Indians.

As the moa interefting part of my journey was

now over, I did not think it neceffary to interfere

in bis private affairs; and therefore did fnot en..

deavour to influence him cither one way or the

other : out of complaifance, therefore rather than

any thing elfe, I told him, that I thought fuch

behaviour very uncourteous, efpecially in a man

of his rank and dignity. As to the reafon of his

determination, I did fnot think it worth while to

enquire into it ; but, by his difcourfe with the

other Indians, I foon underftood that they all in-

tended to make an excurfion into the country of

the Athapufcow Indians, in order to kill moofe

and beaver. The former of thofc animals are ne-

ver found in the Northern Indian territories;

and tie latter are fo fcarce in thofe Northern

parts, that during the whole Winter of one thou-

fand feven hundred and feventy, I did not fee

more than two beaver houfes. Martins are alfo

fcarce in thofe parts; for during the above peri-

od, I do not think that more than fix or eight

were killed by all the Indians in my company.

This exceedingly finall number, among fo many

people,
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people, may with great truth be attributed to the .771.
indolence of the Indians, and the wandering life

which they lead, rather than to the great fcarcity ober.

of the martins. It is true, that our moving fo
frequently from place to place, did at times make

it not an- objet worth while to build traps ; but

had they taken the advantage of ail favourable

opportunities, and been poffeffed of half the in-

duftry of the Company's fervants in the Bay,
they might with great eafe have caught as many

hundreds, if not fome thoufands; and when we

confider the extent of ground whiîch we walked

over in that time, fuch a number would not have

been any proof of the martins being very plen-

tiful.

Except a few martins ; wolves, quiquehatches,

foxes, and·otters, are the chief furrs to be met

with in thofe parts, and few of the Northern In-

dians chufe to kill either the wolf or the quique-

hatch, under a notion that they are fomething

more than common animals. Indeed, I have

known fome of them fo bigotted to this opinion,
that having by chance killed a quiquehatch by a

gun which had been fet for a fox, they had left it

where it was killed, and would not take off its

fkin. Notwithfianding this filly notion, which

is too frequently to be obferved anong thofe

people, it generally happens that there are fome

in every gang who are lefs fcrupulous, fo that

none of thofe furrs are ever left to rot; and eveu

thofe who make a point of not killing the ani-
P mi
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1.771 mas themfelves, ar ready to receive their fkins
from other Indians, and carry them to the Fort

Od)ober.'

for trade.

30th. By the thirtieth of October, all our clothing,

fnowfhoes, and temporary fledges, being com.
em. pleted, we once more began to prepare for mqy-

ing ; and on the following day fet out, and walk,

ed five or fix miles to the Southward.

From the fir to the fifth of November we

walked on the ice of a large lake, which, though

very confiderable both in length and breadth, is

not diftinguifhed by any general name; on

which account I gave it the name of No Name

Lake. On the South fide of this lake we found

fbme wood, which was very acceptable, being

the firif that we had feen fince we left Point

Lake.

3:i. -No Name Lake is about fifty miles long from

North to South, and, according to the account

of the Indians, is thirty-five miles wide from

Eaft to Weft. It is faid to abound with fine fifh;

but the weather at the time we crolîed it was fo

cold, as to render it impoilible to fit on the ice

any length of tirne to angle. A few exceedingly

fine trout, and fome very large pike, however,
were caught by my companions.

When we arrived on the South fide of the

above lake, we fhaped our courfe to the South

Weft; and though the weather was in general

very cold, yet as we e" , night found tufts of

wood,



wood, in which we could pitch our tents, we 1771.
were enabled to make a better defence againif the oeber

weather, than we had had it in our power to do

for fome time paft.

On the tenth of November, we arrived at the ioth.

edge of the main woods; at which time the

Indians began to make proper fledges, fome fnow-

fhoes, &c. after which we proceeded again to

the South Wef. But deer and all other kinds

of game were fo fcarce the whole way, that, ex.-

cept a few p'-tridges, nothing was killed by any

in company: we had, neverthelefs, plenty of

the provifion which had been prepared at Point

Lake.

On the twentieth of the fame month, we ar- zoth.

rived at Anaw'd Whoie, or the Indian Lake.

In our way we croffed part of Methy Lake, and

walked near eighty miles on a fmall river belong-

ing to it, which empties itfelf into the Great

Athapufcow Lake*. While we were walking

on the above little river, the Indians fet fifhing-

nets under the ice every night; but their labour

was attended with fo little fuccefs, that all they

caught ferved only -as a delicacy, or to make a

little change in our diet ; for the quantity was too

trifling to occafion any confiderable faving of our

other provifions.

Anaw'd Lake, though fo fmall as not to exceed

twenty miles wide in the broadefc part, is cele-

P 2 brated

SThle courfe. of this river is neariy South Vet
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1771. brated by the natives for abounding with plenty
of fiffh during the Winter; accordingly the Indi-

ans fet all their nets, which were not a few, and

met with fuch fuccefs, that in about ten days the

roes only were as much as ail the women could

haul after them.

Tittimeg and barble, with a few fmall pike,
were the only fifh caught at this part; the roes of

which, particufarly thofe of the tittimeg, are more

efteemed by the Northern Indians, to take with

them on a journey, than the fiflh itfelf; for about

two pounds weight of thefe roes, when well bruif-

ed, will make near four gallons of broth, as thick

as common burgoe; and if properly managed,

will be as white as rice, which makes it very

pleafing to the eye, and no lefs agreeable to the

palate.

The land round this lake is very hilly, though

not mountainous, and ciiefiy confias of rocks

and loofe ftones; there mufi, however, be a fmall

portion of foil on the furface, as it is in mon parts

well clothed with tall poplars, pines, fir, and

birch; particularly in the vallies, where the po-

plars, pine, and birch feem to thrive befi; but

the firs w-ere as large, and in as flourifhing a fiate,
on the very fummit of the hils, as in any other

part.

Rabbits were here fo plentiful, particularly on

the South and South Eaft fide of the lake, that

feveral of the Indians caught twenty or thirty in

a night with fnares; and the wood-partridges

were
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er-e fo nuùietoùs in the fit trees, and fa tae 77ë

thàt I have knawn a IÈdian kill neár twenty of
. - Novemnber.

thèm in a. day with his bdw and arrows. TheNoeer

Nôi-theri Indiias cill this ipecies of the parttidge

Day; and though their flefhl is generally very

black and bitter, occafioned by their feeding on

the bruli of the fit tree, yet they rmake a variety,
or change af diet, and are thought exceedëngly
good, particularly by the natives, who, though

capable of living fo hard, and at tiies eating ve-

ry ungrateful food, are never-thelefs as fond of
variety as any people whoin I ever faw; and will

go as greft lengths, according to their circumfan-

ces, to gratify their palates, as the greateif epi-

cure in England. As a proof of this affertion, i
have frequently known Matonabbee, and other

who could afford it, for the fake of variety only,
fend fome of their young men to kill a few parl

tridges at the expence of More ammunition than

would have killed deer fufficient to have nain-

tained their families many days ; whereas the par-

tridges were always eaten up at one meal; and to

heighten the luXiury on thefe occafiôns, the par-

tridges are boiled in a kettle of fheer fat, which i

muft be allowed renders them beyond all deferip-
tion finer flavoured than when boiled in water or

êornmon broth. I have alfo eat deer-fkins boil-

öd in fat, which were exceedingly good.

As during our ftay at Anaw'd Lake feveral of

ihe Iñdians, were fickly, the do&ors undertook

tÔ admuiniffèr réIief; particularl'y tô ône nian, who

had
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177r. had been hauled on a fledge by his brother for
x--'éý two months. His diforder was the dead palfey,

November. Which affe&ed- one fide, from the crown of bis
headto the fole of his foot. Befides this dreadful
diforder, he had fome inward çomplaints, with a
total lofs of appetite ; fo that he was reduced to
a mere fkeleton, and fo weak as to be fcarcely ca-

pable of fpeaking. In this deplorable condition,
he was laid in the center of a large conjuring-

houfe, made much after the manner as that which

bas been already defcribed. And that nothing

might be wanting toward lis recovery, the fame

map who deceived me in fwallowing a bayonet
.i the Summer,- now- offered to fwallow a large

piece of board, about the fize of a barrel-flave, in
order to effec his recovery. The piece of board

was prepared by another man, and painted ac-

cording to the direclion of the juggler, with a
rude reprefentation of fome beafi of prey on
one fide, and on the reverfe was painted, ac.

cording to their rude method, a refeniblance of
the iky.

Without entering into a long detail of the pre,
parations for this feat, I fhall at once proceed to

obferve, that after the conjurer had held the ne-
ceffary conference with his invifible fpirits, or
fhadows, he alked if I was prefent; for he had
heard of my faying that I did not fie him fwal-

low the bayonet fair: and on being anfwered in
the affirmative, he defired me to come nearer;

on which the mob made a lane for me to pafs,

and
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and I advanced clofe to him, and foa hitn

ftanding at the conjuring houfe door as nake4.as
November.

he was born.

When the piece of board was delivered to him,
he propofed at firft only to fiove one-third ofi t

down his throat, and then walk roundthecom-

pany afterward to fhove down another tlFdç

and fo proceed till he had fwallowed the whole,

except a fmall piece of the end, which was left be-

hind to haul it up again. When he put i trhis

mouth it apparently flipped down his throat likç

lightning, and only left about three inches ftick-

ing without his lips; after walking backwards

and forwards three.times, he hauled it up .again,
and ran into the conjuring-hoiufe with great pre.-

ciptation. This he did tc al appearance. itIh

great cafe and compofure; -.od notwithftanding

I was all attention on thc occafion, 1 could not

deteé the deceit; and as to the reality of its be-

ing a piece of wood that he pretended to fwal-

Iow, there is rct the leaÏft reafon to doubt ofit,

for I had it in my hand, both before and imnmedi-

ately after the ceremony.

To prevent a variety of opinions on this occa,

fion, and to leffen the apparent magnitude of the

miracle, as .well as to give fome colour to iMy
fcepticifm, which might otherwifeperhaps appear

ridiculous, it is neceffary to obferve, that this feat

was performed in a dark and exceffively cold

night; and although there was a large fire at

fome diftance, which refle&ed a good light, yet

therc

æg
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p7: ther was great. r m- for collufion: for though
the conjurer chimfelf was qite naked, there were

feveral of his fraternity well-clothed, who attend-

ed hm very clofe during the time of his attempt-

ing to fwallow the board, as well as at the time of

his hauling it -Up again.

For thefe reafons it is neceffary alfo te obferve,

that on the day preceding the performance of this

piece of deception, in one of my hunting excur-

fions, I accidentally came acrofs the conjurer as

lhe was fitting under a bufh, feveral miles from

the tents, where he was bufily employed fhaping

a picce of wood exa&ly like that part which fluck

out of his'mouth after he had pretended to fwal-

low the remainder of the piece. The flape of

the piece which I faw him making was this,

whichexaatly refembled the forked end of the main

piece, the flape of which was this,

So that when his attendants had concealed the

Mnain piece, it was eafy for him to ftick thç fmall

point into his mouth, as it was reduced at the

fmall end to a proper fize for the purpofe.

Similar proofs may eafily be urged againft his

fwallowing the bayonet in the Summer, as no

perfon lefs ignorant than themfelves can poflibly
place any belief in the-reality of thofe feats; yet

en the whole, they muft be allowed a confidera-

ble fhare of dexterity in the performance of thofe

tricks, and a wonderful deal of perfeverance in

what they do for the relief of thofe whorm they
undertake to cure.

Not
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Not long after the above performance had taken 177.
place, fome of the Indians began to aflk me what - -

I thought of it. As I, could not have any plea

for faying that I was far off, and at the fame time

not caring to affront them by hinting my fufpici-

ons of the deceit, I was foie time at a lofs for an

anfwer : I urged, however, the impoffibility of a

nan's fwallowing a piece of wood, that was not

only much longer than his whole back, but near-

ly twice as broad as he could extend his mouth.

On which fome of them laughed at my ignorance,

as they were pleafed to call it ; and faid, that the

fpirits in waiting fwallowed, or otherwife conceal-

ed, the ftick, and only left the forked end appa-

rently flicking out of the conjurer's mouth. My
guide, Matonabbee, with all his other good fenfe,

vas fo bigotted to the reality of thofe performan-

ces, that he affured me in, the firongeif terms,

he had feen a man, who was them in company,

fwallow a child's -cradie, with as much eafe as he

could fold up a piece of paper, and put it into bis

mouth; and that when he hauled it up again,

not the mark of a tooth, or of any violence, was

to be difcovered about it.

This nlory fo far exceeded the feats which I had

feen with the bayonet and board, that, for the

fake of keeping up the farce, I began to be very

inquifitive about the fpirits which appear to them

on thofe occafions, and their form ; when I was

told that they appeared in various fhapes, for al-

moft every conjurer had his, peculiar .attendant ;

but

2ry
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buthat the fpirit which attended the manwho

pretended to fwallow the; piece of wood, they
faid, generally appeared, to him in the flhape of a
cloud. -This I thought very a-propos to the pre-

fent occafion.; and I mu ftconfefs that I never

had fo thick a cloud thrown. before my eyes be.

fore or fince; and had it not been by accident,

that I faw him make a counterpart to the piece. of
wood faid to be fwallowed, I fhould have been

Rill at a lofs how to account for fo extraordinary

a piece of deception, performed by a man who

was entirely naked.

As foon as our conjurer- had executed the above
feat; and entered the conjuring-houfe as already
Mentioned, five other men and an old womar,
all of whom were great profeffors of that art,
flripped themfelves quite naked and followed

him, when they foon began to fuck, blow, fing,

and dance, round the poor paralytic; and conti-

nued fo to do for three, days and four nights,
without taking the leaft reft or refrefhmenit, not

even fo much as a drop of water. When thefe

poor deluding and deluded people came out of

the conjuring-houfe, their mouths were fo parch-
ed with thirif as to be quite black, and their

throats fo fore, that they were fcarcdy able to

articulate a fingle word, except thofe that fland

for yes and no in their language.

After fo long an abftinence they were very care-

ful not to eat or drinik too much at one time,
particularly for the firif day; and indeed fome of

them,
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then, to appearance were alnoi as' bad as the 771.

poor man theyhad been endeavouring to relieve.?-,÷-

But great part of this was feigned.; for they 1ay
on their backs with their eyes. fixed, as if in the

agonies of death, and were treated like young

children; one perfon fat conftantly by them, moi-

Rening their mouths with fat, and now ard then

giving them a drop of water. At other times a

fmall bit of meat was put into their mouths, or

a pipe held for them to fmoke. This farce only

lafted for the firft day; after which they feemed

to be perfeCly well, except the hoarfenefs, which

continued for a confiderable time afterwards.

And it is truly wonderful, though the ftridea

truth, that when the poor fick man was taken

from the conjuring-houfe, he had not only reco.

vered his appetite to an amazing degree, but was

able to move all the- fingers and toes of the fide
that had been fo long dead. In three weeks he

recovered fo far as to be capable of walking, and

at the end of fix weeks went a hunting for his

family. He was one of the perfons * particular

ly engaged to provide for me during my journey;

and after his recovery from this dreadful difor.

der, accompanied me back to Prince of Wales's

Fort in June one thoufand feven hundred and

feventy-two; and fince that time he bas frequent-

ly vifited the Faaory, though he never had a

healthy

* His name was Cof-abyagh, the Northern Indian nanie for the Rock
Partridge.
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healthy look afterwards, and at times feemnd
troubled with a nervous comnplaint. lt may be
added, that he had been for-merly of a remarka.

ble lively difpofition ; but after his laft i1lnefs hè
always appeared thoughtful, fometimes gloomy,
and, in fa&, the diforder feemed to have changed
his whole nature; for before that dreadful para-
lytic firoke, he was diftinguifhed for his good-
nature and benevolent difpofition; was entirely

free from every appearance of avarice; and thè

whole of his wifhes feemed confined within the

narrow limits of poffeffing as many goods as were
abfoiutely neceffary, with his own induftry, ta
enable him to fupport lis family from feafon te

feafon; but after this event, he was the moft

fra&iotus, quarrelfome, difcontented, and covet-

ous wretch alive.

Though the ordinary trick of thefe conjurers
may be eafily deteâted, and juftly exploded, being

no more than the tricks of common jugglers, yet

the apparent good effet of their labours on the

fick and difeafed is not f£ eafily accounted for.

Perhaps the implicit confidence placed in themï by
the fick may, at times, leave the mind fo perfeât-

ly at reft, as to caufe the diforder to take a favou-

rable turn ; and a few fuccefsful cafes are quite

fufficient to ellablifh the dotor's character and

reputation: But how this coifideration coulc

operate in the cafe I have juif nentioned I am at

a lofs to fay; fuch, however, was the fa&, and I

leave it to be accounted for by ôthers.

When
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When thefe jugglers take a diflike to, and

threaten a fecret revenge on any perfon, it often
Nôvember.

proves fatal to that perfon; as, from a firm be-

lief that the conjurer has power over his life, he

permits the very thoughts of it to prey on his

fpirits, till by degrees is brings on a diforder

which puts an end to his exiftence*: and fome-

times

* As a proof of this, Matonabbee, (who always thought me poffefed of

this art,) on his arrival at Prince of Wales's Fort in the Winter of 1778,
informed me, that a man whom I had never feen but once, had treated himu

in fuch a manner that he was afraid of his life; in confequence of which

he preffed me very much to kill him, though I was then feveral hundreds

of.miles difiant; On which, to pleafe this great man to whom I owed fo

muçh, and not expesing that, any harm. could. pollbly arife from it, I

drew a iough Ïketch of two human figures on a piece of paper, in the atti-

tude of wrealing : in the hand of one of them, I drew the figure of a bay-

onet pointing to the brean of theother. This is me, faid I to Matonab-

bee, pointing to the figure which was holding the bayonet; and the other;

is your enemy. Oppofite to thofe figures I drew a pine-tree, over which -

î placed a large human eye, and out of the tree proje&ed a human hand.

Tbis paper I gare tQ Matonabbee, with inftruions to -make it as public,

ly known as poflible. Sure enough, the following year, when he came in

to trade, he informed me that the man was dead, though at that time he

was not lefs than three hundred miles from Prince of Waless -Feit. HE

affured me that the man was in perfea health when he heard of my defign

againft him; but almoit immediately afterwards became quite gloomy,
and refufing allkind of ffenansce, ln a.ery few days died, After this I

ws freqiiently applied to on the faine account, both by Matonabbee and

other leading indians, but never' thought proper to comply with their

requefis; by which means I not only preferved the credit I gained on the

fira attempt, but always kept them in awe, and in fome degree of refpet

and obedience to me. In faa, ftrange as it may appear, it is almofi abfo-

lutely neceflàry that the chiefs at this place fhould profefs fomething a

little fupernatura, ta be able to deal with thofe people. The circum-

fiance here recorded is a fa& well known to Mr. William Jefferfon,

who fucceeded me at Churchill Faaorv, as well as to all the officers and

many of the common men who were at Prince cf Wales's Fort at-the

time.
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-177 times a threat of this kind caufes the death of a

whole family ; and that without any blood being
ffied, or the leaft apparent moleftation being of-
fered to any of the parties.

Having dried as many fdth and fif.i-roes as we
could conveniently take with us, we once more

December. packed up our flores, and, on. the firif day of De-
ft. cember, fet out, and continued our courfe to the

South Weft, leaving Anaw'd Lake on the South

Weft. Several of the Indians being out of order,

we made but fhort daysjournies.

From the fira to the thirteenth, we walked

along a courfe of fmall lakes, joined to each other

by finall rivers, or creeks, that have communica

tion with Anaw'd Lake.

In our way we caught daily a few fifi by ang-
ling, and faw many beaver houfes; but thefe

were generally in fo difficult a fituation, and had
fo many ftones in the compofition of them, that
the Indians killed but few, and that at a great

expence of labour and tools.

i3th. On the thirteenth, one of the Indians killed
two deer, which were the firft that we had feen
fince the twentieth of October. So that during a

period of near two months,. we had lived on the

dried meat that we had prepared at Point Lake,
and a few fifh ; of which the latter was not very

confiderable in quantity, except what was caught
at Anaw'd Lake. It is true, we alfo caught a few

rabbits, and at times the wood-partridges were

fo
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fo plentiful, thatethe Indians killed confiderable
numbers of them with their, bows and arrows;
but the number of mouths was fo great, that all December.

which was caught from our leaving Point Lake,

though if enùmerated, they might appear very

confiderable, would not have afforded us ail a

bare fubfiftence; for thoughl I and fome others

experienced no real want, yet there were many

in our company who could fcarcely be faid- to

live, and would not have exinted at ail, had it not
been for the dry meat we had with us.

When we left the above-mentioned lakes we

lhaped a courfe more to the Southward, and on

the twenty-fourth, arrived at the North fide of z4th.

the great Athapufcow Lake. In our way we faw

niany Indian deer, and beaver were very plenti-

ful, many of which the Indians killed; but the

days were fo fhort, that the Sun only took a cir-

cuit of a few points of the comÉpafs above the-ho-w

rizon, and did not, at its greâteif altitude, rife,
h1lf-way up the trees. The brilliancy of the

Aurora Borealis, however, and of the Stars, evèn

without the aflifrance of the Moon, made-fome

amends for that deficiency for it was frequent-

ly fo light all night, that I could fee to read a ve-

ry fmail print. The Indians make to difference

between night and day when they are hunting of

beaver; but thofe noélurnal lights are always

found infufficient for the purpofe of hunting deer

or moofe.
I do
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1771. I do not remember to have met with any tra-
Wembm- vellers into high Northern latitudes, who remark-

Dember ed their having heard the Northern Lights make

any noife in the air as they vary their colours or
pofition; which may probably be owing to the

want of perfe& filence at the time they made their

obfervations on thofe meteors. I can pofitively

affirm, that in ftill nights I have frequently heard

them make a ruftling and çrackling noife, like

the waving of a large flag in a frefh gale of wind.

This is not peculiar to the place of which I am

now writing, as I have heard the fame noife very

plain at Churchill River; and in all probability

it is only for want of attention that it has not

been heard in every part of the Northern hemif.

phere where they have been known to lhine

with any confiderable degree of luftre. It is, how-

ever, very probable that thefe lights are fome-

times much nearer the earth than they are at

others, according to the fiate of the atmofphere,
and this may have a great effe& on the found:

but the truth or falfehood of this conjeaure I

leave to the determinations of thofe who are bet-

ter fkilled in natural philofophy than I can pretend

to be.

Indian deer (the only fpecies found in thofe

parts, except the moofe) are fo much larger than

thofe which frequent the barren grounds to the

North of Churchill River, that a finall doe is

equal in fize to a Northern buck. The hair of

the
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the former is of a fandy red during the Winter; 4171
and their horns, though much iftronger, are bot

fo long and branchy as are thofe of the latter

kind. Neither is the flefh of thofe deer fo much

efteemed by the Northern Indians, as that of the

fmaller kind, which inhabit the more Eaffern and

Northern parts of the country. Indeed, it mufl

be allowed to be much coarfer, and of a different

flavour ; inafmuch as the large Lincolnfhire mut-

ton differs from grafs lamb. I muft acknowledge,
however, that I always thought it very good.

This is that fpecies of deer which are found fo

plentiful nearYork Port and Severn River. They

are alfo at times found iti confiderable numbers

near Churchill River; and I have feen them kill.

ed as far North, near the fea-fide, as Seal River:

But the fmall Northern Indian deer are feldom

known to crofs Churchill River, except in fome

very extraordinary cold feafons, and when the

Northern winds have prevailed much in the pre-

ceding fall ; for thofe vifits are always made in

the Winter. But though I own that the flefh

of the large Southern deer is very good, I muft at

the fame time confefs that the flefh of the fmall

Northern deer, whether buck or doe, in their pro-

per feafon, is by far more delicious and the fine

I have ever eaten, either in this country or any

other ; and is of that peculiar quality, that it ne.

ver cloys. I can affirm this from my own expe-

rience; for, after living on it entirely, as it may

be faid, for twelve or eighteen months fucceffive-

0ly,
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1771. Iy, I fcarcely ever wifhed for a change of food;

though when fifh or fowl came in my way, it was

very agreeable.

The beaver being fo plentiful, the attention of
my comparions was chiefly engaged on them, as
they not only furnifhed delicious food, but their

fkins proved a valuable acquifition, being a prin-

cipal article of trade, as well as a ferviceable one

for clothing, &c.

The fituation of the beaver-houfes is various.

Where the beavers are numerous they are found

to inhabit lakes, ponds, and rivers, as well as thofe

narrow creeks which conne& the numerous lakes

with which this country abounds; but the two

latter are generally chofen by them when the

depth of water and other circumftances are fuit.

able, as they have then the advantage of a current

to convey wood and other neceffaries to their ha-

bitations, and becaufe, in general, they are more

difficult to be taken, than thofe that are built in

flanding water.

There is no one particular part of a lake, pond,
river, or creek, of which the beavers make choice

for building their houfes on, in preference to

another; for they fonetimes build on points,
fometimes in the hollow of a bay, and~often on

fmall iflands; they always chufe, however, thofe

parts that have fuch a depth of water as will refift

the froif in Winter, and prevent it from freezing

to the bottom.

The beaver that build their houfes in fmall ri-

vers
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vers or creeks, in which the water is liable to be 177 1.
drained off when the back fupplies are dried up

by the froft, are wonderfully taught by ininc't

to provide againif that evil, by making a dam
quite acrofs the river, at a convenient diaance
from their houfes. This I look upon as the moft

curious piece of workmanfhip that is performed

by the beaver; not fo much for the neatnefs of

the work, as for its firength and real fervice;

and at the fame tine it difcovers fuch a degree

of fagacity and forefight in the animal, of ap-
proaching evils, as is little inferior to that of
the human fpecies, and is certainly peculiar to

thofe animals.

The beaver-dams differ in fhape according to
the nature of the place in which they are built.
If the water in the river or creek have but little
motion, the dam is almoft firaight; but when
the current is more rapid, it1 is always made with
a confiderable curve, convex toward the ftream.
The materials made ufe of in thofe dams are
drift-wood, green willows, birch, and poplars, if
they can be got; alfo mud and lRones, intermixed
in fuch a manner as mufi evidently contribute to
the ftrength of the dam; but in thefe dams
there is no other order or method obferved, ex-
cept that of the work being carried on with a
regular fweep, and all the parts being made of
equal frength.

In places which have been long frequented by
beaver undifturbed, their dams, by frequent re-

Q 2 paiing,
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771. pairing, become a folid bank, capable of refifling

3b.a great force both of water and ice; and as the

willow, poplar, and birch generally take root

and fhoot up, they by degrees form a kind of re-

gular-planted hedge, which I have feen in fome
places fo tall, that birds have built their nefis

among the branches.

Though the beaver which build their houfes in

lakes and otherftanding waters, may enjoy a fuffi.

dent quantity of their favourite element with-

out the affiaance of a dam, the trouble of getting

wood and other neceffaries to their habitations

without the help of a current, muf in fome mea-

fure counterbalance the other advantages which

are reaped from fuch a fituation; for it muft be

obferved, that the beaver which build in rivers

and creeks, always cut their wood above their

houfes, fa that the current, with little trouble,

conveys it to the place required.

The beaver-houfes are built of the fame mate-

rials as their dams, and are always proportioned in

fize to the number of inhabitants, which feldom

exceed four old, and fix or eight young ones;

though, by chance, I have feen above double that

number.

* Thefe houfes, though not altogether unwor-

thy of admiration, fall very fhort of the general

defeription given of them ; for inftead of order

or regulation being obferved in rearing th em,

they are of a much ruder ftructure than their

dams.
Thofe
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Thofe who have undertaken to defcribe the 1771.
infide of beaver-houfes, as having feveral apart.- -v-

ments appropriated to various ufes; fuch as eat-

ing, fleeping, flore-houfes for provifions, and one

for their natural occafions, &c. muft have been

very little acquainted with the fubje&; or, which

is ffill worfe, guilty of attempting to impofe on
the credulous, by reprefenting the greateft falfe-

hoods as real faCs. Many years confiant refi-

dence among the Indians, during which I had

an opportunity of feeing feveral hundreds of thofe

houfes, has enabled me to aflirm that every thing

of the kind is entirely void of truth; for, not.

withflanding the fagacity of thofe animals, it has

never been obferved that they aim at any other

conveniencies in their houfes, than to have a dry

place to lie on; and there they ufually eat their

vi&uals, which they occafionally take out of the

water.

It frequently happens, that fome of the large

houfes are found to have one or more partitions,
if they deferve that appellation; but that is no

more than a part of the main building, left by

the fagacity of the beaver to fupport the roof.

On fuch occafions it is common for thofe different

apartments, as fome are pleafed to call them, to

have no communication with each other but by
water ; fo that in faat they may be called double

or treble houfes, rather than different apartments

of the fame houfe. I have feen a large beaver-

houfe built in a fînall ifland, that had near a dozen

apart-

':22.9
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i771. apartments under one roof: and, two or three
of thefe only excepted, none of them had any
communication with each other but by water, As
there were beaver enough to inhabit each apart-

ment, it is more than probable that each family

knew its own, and always entered at their own

door, without having any farther connedion

with their neighbours than a friendly intercourfe;

and to join their united labours in ere&ing their

feparate habitations, and building their dams

where required. It is difficult to fay whether

their intereft on other occafions was anyways re-

ciprocal. The Indians of my party killed twelve

old beaver, and twenty-five young and half-grown

ones out of the houfe above mentioned; and on

examination found that feveral had efcaped their

vigilance, and could not be taken but at the ex-
pence of more trouble than would be fufficient

to take double the number in a lefs difficult

fituation*.

Travellers who affert that the beaver have two
doors to their houfes, one on the land-fide, and
the other next the water, feem to be lefs acquaint.

cd with thofe animals than others who affign them

an elegant fuite of apartments. Such a proceed-
ing would be quite contrary to their manner of
life, and at the fame tirne would render their

houfes of no ufe, either to prote& them from their

enemies,

* The diaEculty here aluded to, was the numherlefs vaults the beaver

had in the fides of the poud, and the immenfe thicknefs of the houfe in

frome parts.
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enemies, or guard them'againi the extreme cold 1771r

in Winter.

The quiquehatches, or wolvereens, are greatnecember

enemies to the beaver; and if there were a

paffage into their houfes on the land-fide, would

not leave one of them. alive wherever they

came.

I cannot refrain from fmiling, when I read the

accounts of different Authors who have written

on the oconomy of thofe animals, as there feems

to be a7conteft between them, who fhall moft ex-

ceed in fiction. But the Compiler of the Won-

ders of Nature and Art feems, in my opinion, to

have fucceeded befi in this refpe&; as he bas not

only colle8ed all the fidions into which other

writers on the fubje& have run, but has fo great.

ly improved on them, that little remains to be

added to his account of the beaver, befide a voca-

bulary of their language, a code of their laws, and

a fketch of their religion, to make it the moit

complete natural hiflory of that animal which can

poflibly be offered to the public.

There cannot be a greater impofition, or irdeed

a groffer infult, on common underftanding, than

the wifh to make us believe the flories of fome of

the works afcribed to the beaver; and though it

is not to be fuppofed that the compiler of a gene.

ral work can be intimately acquainted with every

fubjeC of which it may be neceffary to treat, yet a

very moderate fhare of underflanding is furely

fufficient to guard him againft giving credit to

fuch
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177. fuch marvellous tales, however fmoothly they
may be told, or however boldly they may be af.

lecember. ferted, by the romancing traveller.

To deny that the beaver is poffeffed of a very

confiderable degree of fagacity, would be as ab-
furd in me, as it is in thofe Authors who think

they cannot allow them too much.- I fhall willing-

ly grant them their full fhare; but it is impof-

fible for any one to conceive how, or by what

means, a beaver, whofe full height when ftand-

ing ereft does not exceed two feet and a half, or

three feet at moif, and whofe fore-paws are not

much larger than a half-crown piece, can " drive

"flakes as thick as a man's leg into the ground

"three or four feet deep." Their " wattingr

thofe ftakes with twigs:" is equally abfurd;

"and their "plaiftering the infide of their houfes

"with a compofition of mud and ftraw, and

"fwimming with mud and flones on their tails,"

are ftill more incredible. The form and fize of

the animal, notwithftanding ail its fagacity, will

not admit of its performing fuch feats ; and it

would be as impoffible for a beaver to ufe its tail

as a trowel, except on the furface of the ground

on which it walks, as it would have been for Sir

James Thornhill to have painted the dome of St.
Paul's cathedral without the afiftance of fcaffold-

ing. The joints of their tail wdill not admit of

their turning it over their backs on any occafion

whatever, as it has a natural inclination to bend

downwards; and it is not without fome confide-

rable
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rable exertion that they can keep it from trailing

on the ground. This being the cafe, they cannot 

fit erea like a fguirrel, which is their common Deemner.

poflure: particularly when eating, or when they

are cleaning themfelves, as a cat or fquirrel does,
without having their tils bent forward between

their legs; anc which nay not improperly be call-
cd their trencher.

So far are the beaver from driving ftakes into
the ground when building their houfes, that they

lay moft of the wood croffwife, and nearly hor.

zontal, and without any other order than chat of

leaving a hollow or cavity in the middle; when

any unneceffary branches projea inward, they

cut therm off with their teeth, and throw them in

among the reft, to prevent the mud from falling

through the roof. It is a mifraken notion, that
the wood-work is firfc completed and then plai-

Rfered; for the whole of their houfes, as well as

their dams, are from the foundation one mafs of
wood and mud, mixed with flones, if they can

be procured. The mud is always taken from

the edge of the bank, or the bottom of the creek

or pond, near the door of the houfe ; and though

their fore-paws are fo fmail, yet it is held clofe

up between them, under their throat, that they

carry both mud and frones; while they always

drag the wood with their teeth.

All their work is executed in the night ; and

they are fo expeditious in completing it, that in

the courfe of one night I have known them to

have
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!77 fahave collected as much nud at their houfes as to

% have amounted to fome thoufands of their little
Decehbcr. handfuls; and when any mixture of grafs or ftraw

bas appeared in it, it has been, moif affuredly,
mere chance, owing to the nature of the ground

from which they had taken it. As to their de-

fignedly making a compofition for that purpofe,

it is entirely void of truth.

It is a great piece of policy in thofe animals, to

cover, or plailer, as it is ufually called, the out-

fide of their houfes every fall with frefh mud,

and as late as poffible in the Autumn, even when

the froil becomes pretty fevere ; as by this means

it foon freezes as bard as a flone, and prevents

their common enerny, the quiquehatch, from dif-

turbing them during the Winter. And as they

are frequently feen to walk over their work, and

fometimes to give a flap with their tail, particular-

]y when plunging into the water, this has, with.

out doubt, given rife to the vulgar opinion that

they ufe their tails as a trowel. with which they

plaifler their houfes ; whereas that flapping of the

tail is no more than a cufnom, which they always

preferve, even when they become tame and do-

neftic, and more particularly fo when they are

flartled.

Their food chiefly confias of a large root,

fomething refembling a cabbage-ftalk, which

grows at the bottom of the lakes and rivers.

They eat alfo the bark of trees, particularly that

of the poplar, birch, and willow; but the ice

pre-
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preventing them from getting to the land in Win-
ter, they have not any barks to feed upon during -

that feafon, except that of fuch fRicks as they cut necembe

down in Summer, and throw into the water op-
pofite the doors of their houfes; and as they ge-

nerally eat a great deal, the roots above mention-
ed conftitute a chief part of their food during

the Winter. In fummer they vary their diet,

by eating various kinds of herbage, and fuch

berries as grow near their haunts during that

feafon.

When the ice breaks up in the fpring, the bea-
ver always leave their houfes, and rove about the
whole Summer, probably in fearch of a more

commodious fituation; but in cafe of not fuc-
ceeding in their endeavours, they return again to
their old habitations a little before the fall of the

leaf, and lay in their Winter fRock of woods.

They feldom begin to repair the houfes till the

froft commences, and never finifh the outer-coat
till the cold is pretty fevere, as hath been already

mentioned.

When they fhift their habitations, or when the
increafe of their number renders it neceffary to
make fome addition to their houfes, or to erec-&
new ones, they begin felling the wood for thefe
purpofes early in the Summer, but feldom begin
to build till the middle or latter end of Auguff,
and never complete their houfes till the cold w;?ea-

ther be fet in.

Not-
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177 rJ. Notwithftanding what has been fo repeatedly

fleembr.reported of thofe animals affembling in great bo-

dies, and jointly ere&ing large towns, cities, and
commonwealths, as they have fometimes been

called, I am confident, from many circumftances,
that even where the greateif numbers of beaver

are fituated in the neighbourhood of each other,
their labours are not carried on jointly in the

eretion of their different habitations, nor have

they any reciprocal intereft, except it be fuch as
live immediately under the fame roof ; and then

it extends no farther than to build or keep a dam

which is common to feveral houfes. In fuch ca.

fes it is natural to think that every one who re.

ceiverbenefit from fuch dams, fhould afiift in erea-

ing it, being fenfible of its utility to all.

Perfons who attempt to take beaver in Winter

fhould be thoroughly acquainted with their man-

ner of life, otherwife they will have endlefs trou-

ble to effed their purpofe, and probably with-

out fuccefs in the end; becaufe they have always

a number of holes in the banks, which ferve them

as places of retreat when any injury is offered to

their houfes; and in general it is in thofe holes

that they are taken.

When the beaver which are fituated in a fniall

river or creek are to be taken, the Indians fome-

times find it neceffary to frake the river acrofs,

to prevent them from paffing; after which, they

endeavour to find out all their holes or places of

retreat in the banks. This requires much prat-

tice
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tice and experience to accomplifh, and is perform. 1771r

ed in the following manner: Every man being

furnifhed with an ice-chifel, lafhes it to the end December.

of a fmall ftaff about four or five feet long; he

then walks along the edge of the banks, and

keeps knocking his chifels againft the ice. Thofe

who are well acquainted with that kind of work

well know by the found of the ice when they

are oppofite to any of the beaver' holes or vaults.

As foon as they fufpet any, they cut a hole

through the ice big enough to admit an old bea-

ver; and in this manner proceed till they have

found out all their places of retreat, or at leaft as

many of them as poffible. While the principal

men are thus employed, fome of the underftrap-

pers, and the womex, are bufy in breaking open

the houfe, which at times is no eafy tafk ; for I

have frequently known thefe houfes to be five

and fix feet thick; and one in particular, was

more than eight feet thick on the crown. When

the beaver find that their habitations are invaded,
they fly to their holes in the banks for fhelter;

and on being perceived by the Indians, which is

eafily done, by attending to the motion of the wa-

ter, they block up the entrance with flakes of

wood, and then haul the beaver out of its hole,
either by hand, if they can reach it, or with a

large hook made for that purpofe, which is faften-

ed to the end of a long flick.

In this kind of hunting, every man has the fole

-right to al! the beaver caught by him in the holes

or

27
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77. or vaults ; and as this is a conrant rule, each per-

fon takes care to mark fuch as he difcovers, by
fRicking up the branch of a tree, or fome other

diftinguifhing poft, by which he may know them.

All that are caught in the houfe alfo are the pro-

perty of the perfon who finds it.

The fame regulations are obferved, and the

fame procefs ufed in taking beaver that are found

in lakes and other fûanding waters, except it be

that of flaking the lake acrofs, which would be

both unneceffary and impoflible. Taking beaver-

houfes in thefe fituations is generally attended

with lefs trouble and more fuccefs than in the

former.

The beaver is an animal which cannot keep

under water long at a time; fo that when their

houfes are broke open, and ail their places of re-

treat difcovered, they have but one choice left, as

it may be called, either to be taken in their houf-

es or their vaults: in general they prefer the lat-

ter; for where there is one beaver caught in the

houfe, many thoufands are taken in their vaults

in the banks. Sometimes they are caught in nets,
and in the Summer very frequently in traps. In

Winter they are very fat and delicious; but the

trouble of rearing their young, the thinnefs of

their hair, and their conftantly roving from place

to place, withb th trouble they have in providing

againft the approach of Winter, gencrally keep

them very poor during the fummer feafon, at

which tiMe their flefh is but indiffierent eating,
and

233
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and their fkins of fo little value, that the Indians 17,.

generally finge them, even to the amount of ma

ny thoufands in one Summer. They have from

two to five young, at a time. Mr. Dobbs, in his

Account of Hudfon's Bay, enumerates no lefs

than eight different kinds of beaver ; but it muf

be underftood that they are all of one kind and

fpecies; his diftin&ions arife wholly from the

different feafons of the year in which they are

killed, and the different ufes to which their lkins

are applied which is the fole reafon that they vary

fo much in value.

Jofeph Lefranc, or Mr. Dobbs for him, fays,
that a good hunter can kill ix hundred beaver

in one feafon, and can only carry one hundred to

market. If that was really the cafe in Lefranc's

time, the canoes munf have been much fmaller

than they are at prefent; for it is well known

that the generality of the canoes which have vifit.

ed the Company's Fadories for the laif forty or

fifty years, are capable of carrying three hundred

beaver-fkins with great eafe, exclufive of the Indi-

ans luggage, provifions, &c.

If ever a particular Indian killed fix hundred

beaver in one Winter, (which is rather to be

doubted,) it is more than probable that many in

his company did not kill twenty, and perhaps

fome none at all, fo that by diftributing them

among thof: who had bad fuccefs, and others who

had no abilities for that kind of hunting, there

would
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1771. would be no neceffity of leaving them to rot, or

for finging then in the fire, as related by the

Author. During my refidence among the Indi.

ans I have known fome individuals kill more

beaver, and other heavy furrs, in the courfe of a

Wiriter, than their wives could manage ; but the

overplus was never wantonly deftroyed, but al-

ways given to their relations, or to thofe who

had been lefs fuccefsful; fo that the whole of the

great hunters labours were always brought to the

Fadory. It is indeed too frequently a cuflom

among the Southern Indians to finge many ot.

ters, as, well as beaver; but this is feldom done,
except in- Summer, when their fkins are of fo lit.

tie value as to be fcarcely worth the duty; on

which account it has been always thought im.

politic to encourage the natives to kili fuch valu-

able animals at a time when their fkins are not in

feafon.

The white beaver, mentioned by Lefranc, are

fo rare, that inflead of being " blown upon by the

Company's Faétors," as he afferts, I rather doubt

whether one-tenth of them ever faw one during

the time of their refidence in this country. In

the courfe of twenty years experience in the

countries about Hudfon's Bay, though I travel.

led fix hundred miles to the Weft of the fea-coaft,
I never faw but one white beaver-fkin, and it had

many reddifh and brown hairs along the ridge of

the back, and the fides and belly were of a gioffy

filvery
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filvery white. It was deemed by the Indians a 1771.
great curiofity ; and I offered three times the

ufual price for a few of them, if they could be got;

but in the courfe of ten years that I remained

there afterwards, I could not procure another ;
which is a convincing proof there is no fuch thing

as a breed of that kind, and that a variation from

the ufual colour is very rare.

Black beaver, and that of a beautiful glofs, are

not uncommon: perhaps they are more plentiful

at Churchill than at any other Fadory in the

Bay; but it is rare to get more than twelve

or fifteen of their fkins in the courfe of one year's

trade.

Lefranc, as an Indian, muft have known better

than to have informed Mr. Dobbs that the bea-

ver have from ten to fifteen young at a time; or

if he did, he muft have deceived hin wilfully-

for the Indians, by killing them in ail flages of

geftation, have abundant opportunities of afcer-

taining the ufual number of their offspring. I

have feen fome hundreds of them killed at-the

feafons favourable for thofe obfervations, and

never could difcover more than fix young in one

female, and that only in two inflances; for the

ufual number, as I have before obfeived, is froin

two to five.

Belides this unerring rnethod of afcertaining

the real number of young which any animal has

at a time, there is another rule to go by, with

R refpa't
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177- refpe& to the beaver, which experience has prov-
ed to the Indians never to vary or deceive them-,

December. that is by diffedion ; for on examining the womb

of a beaver, even at a time when not with young,

there is always found a hardifh round knob for
every young fhe had at the laif litter. This is a
circumfance I have been particularly careful to

examine, and can affirm it to be true, from real

experience.

Mof of the accounts, nay I may fay all the
accounts now extant, refpefting the beaver, are

taken from the authority of the French who have

refided in Canada; but thofe accounts differ fo

much from the real ftate and oeconoimy of all the

beaver to the North of that place, as to leave

great room to fufpe& the truth of them altoge-

ther. In the firif place, the affertion that they

have two doors to their houfes, one on the land-

fide, and the other next the water, is, as I have

before obferved, quite contrary to fact and com-

mon fenfe, as it would render their houfes of no

ufe to them, either as places of fhelter from the

inclemency of the extreme cold in Winter, or as

a retreat from their common enemy the quique.

hatch. The -only thing that could have m'ade

M. Du. Pratz, and other French writers, conjec-

ture that fuch a thing did exif, mufi have been

from having feen fome old beaver houfes which

had been taken by the Indians ; for they are al-

ways obliged to muake a hole in one fide of the

houfec



houfe before they can drive them out ; and it is 1771.
more than probable that in fo mild a climate as -

Decemrber.
Canada, the Indians do generally make thofe holes

on the land-fide*, which without doubt gave rife

to the fuggeftion.

In refpeà to the beaver dunging in their houfes,

as fome perfons affert, it is quite wrong as they

always plunge into the water to doit. I am the

better enabled to make this affertion, from hav-

ing kept feveral of them till. they became fo do-

meflicated as to anfwer to their name, and follow

thofe to whom they were accuftomed, in the fame

manner as a dog would do; and they were as

much pleafed at being fondled, as any animal I

ever faw. I had a houfe built for them, and a

fmall piece of water before the door, into which

they always plunged when they wanted to. eafe

nature; and their dung being of light a fubftance,

immediately rifes and floats on the furface, then

feparates and fubfides to the bottom. When

the Winter fets in fo as to freeze the water folid,
they fill continue their cuftom of coming out

of their houfe, and dunging and making water

on the ice; and when the weather was fo cold

that I was obliged to take them into my houfe,

R z they

* The Northern Indians thinik that the fagacity of the beaver direts

them to make that part of their houfe which fronts the North much

thicker than any other part, with a view of detfending tlieeAlves from

the cold winds which generally blow from that quatter du:ing the Win-

ter; and foi this refou the Northern Iodians gcnerally seak·ape; that

fide of the beavcr-houfes wshich exalhy front the South.
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, they alvays went into a large tub of water which

- . I fet for that purpofe: fo that they made not the
December. eaft dirt, though they were kept in my own fit-

ting-room, where they were the conifant compa-

nions of the Indian women and children, and

were fo fond of their company, that when the

Indians were abfent for any confiderable time,

the -beaver difcovered great figns of uneafinefs,

and on their return fhewed equal marks of plea-

fure, by fondling on them, crawling into their

laps, laying on their backs, fitting erea like a

fquirrel, and behaving to them like children who

fee their parents but feldom. In general, during

the Winter they lived on the fame food as the

women did, and were remarkably fond of rice

and plum-pudding: they would eat partridges

and frefh venifon very freely, but I never tried

them with fifh, though I have heard they will at

times prey on them. In faat, there are few of

the granivorous animals that may not be brought

to be carnivorous. It is well known that our do-

rneftic poultry will eat animal food: thoufands

of geefe that come to London market are fattened

on tallow-craps ; and our horfes in Hudfon's Bay

would not only eat all kinds of animal food, but

alifo drink freely of the wafh, or pot-liquor, in-

tended for the hogs. And we are affured by the

mof authentic Authors, that in Iceland, not only

black cattle, but alfo the fiheep, are almof entire-

Iy fed on fif and fifh-bones during the Winter

feafon.
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feafon. Even in the Ifles of Orkney, and that in .
Summer, the fheep attend the ebbing of the tide

-December,

as regular as the Efquimaux curlew, and go down

to the fhore which the tide has left, to feed on

the fea-weed. This, however, is through necef-

fity, for even the famous Ifland of Pomona* will

not afford them an exiftence above high-water-

mark.

With refped to the inferior, or flave-beaver, of

which fome Authors fpeak, it is, in my opinion,

very difficult for thofe who are beR acquainted

with the oeconomy of this animal to determine

whether there are any that deferve that appellati-

on or not. It fometimes happens, that a beaver

is caught, which has but a very indifferent coat,

and which has broad patches on the back, and

fhoulders almoif wholly without hair. This is

the only foundation for afferting that there is an

inferior, or flave-beaver, among them. And

when one of the above defcription is taken, it is

perhaps too haflily inferred that the hair is worn

off from thofe parts by carrying heavy loads:
whereas it is moft probable that it is caufed by a
diforder that attacks them fomewhat fimilar to
the mange; for were that falling off of the hair
occafioned by performing extra labour, it is na.
tural to think that inflances of it would be more
frequent than they are ; as it is rare to fee one of

them

* This being the largef of the Orkney Iflands, is called by the Inhabi-
tants the Main Land.
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them in the courfe of feven or ten years. I have

feen a whole houfe of thofe animals that had no-

thing on the furface of their bodies but the fine

foft down ; all the long hairs having molted off.

This and every other deviation from the general

run is undoubtedly owing to fome particular dif-

order.

C H A P.
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C H A P. VIII.

Tranfations and Remarks fron our Arrival on

the South Side of the Athapufcow Lake, till our

Arrival at Prince of Wales's Fort on Churchill

River.

Crofs the Athapufcow Lake.-Defcription of it and

its produEions, as far as could be difcovered in

Winter, when the fnow was on the ground. Fh

found in the lake.-Defcription of the bufalo ; -

of the moofe or elIk, and the method of drejing their

flins.-Find a woman alone that had notfeen a

human face for more than feven months,-Her ac-

count how ihe came to be in thatituation ; and ber

curiozis method ofprocuring a livelihood.---Many of

my Indians wreßtled for her.--Arrive at *the Great

Athapufcow River.-Walk along thefide ofthe Ri-

verforfeveral days, and thenfirike of to the Eaß-

ward.-Dißculty in getting through the woods in

many places.-Meet with fone firange Northern

Indians on their returnfrom the Fort.-Meet more

fßrangers, whom my companionsplundered, andfrom

whom they took one of their young women.--Curious

manner of life which thofefßrangers lead, and the

reafon they gave for rovingfofarfrom their ufual

reJidence.-Leave thefine level country of the Atha-

pufcows, and arrive at the Stony Hills of the Nor-

thern Indian Country.-Meet fomeßrange Northern

Indians, one of whom carried a letter for me to

Prince



4 A JOURNEY TO THE

Prince cf Wales's Fort, in March one thofandfeven

hundred andfeventy-one, and now gave me an an-

fwer to it, dated twentieth of 'zune following.-

Indians begin preparing wood-work and birch-rind

for canoes.-The equinoflial gale very fevere.-

Idian methcd of running the moofe deer down by

fp;ed cf foot.- Arrival at TPheeleyaza River.-

Sec fone Irangers.-.The brutality of my compani-

ons.-A tremendous gaie and fzow-drift.-Meet
wiib moreflrangers ;-renarks on it.-Leave al

the elderly people and children, and proceed dire//ly

to the For.-Stop to -build canoes, and then ad-

'vancc.-Several cf the Indians die through hunger,

and many others are obliged to decline thefjurneyfor

want of amnmunition.-Ad violent jlorm and inunda-

tion, that forced us to the top ofa high h, wjere

we fufeéred great dilrefs for more than two days.

-Kili fiverai deer.-The Iians method ofpre-

ferving theJfJe||without the affiance cffat.-Sce

feveral Indians that were going to Knapp's Bay.-

Game of a/l kinds remarkably pentifu/. -Arrive at

the Fa éory.

2 FTER expending fone days in hunting bea-
ver, we proceedd to crofs the Athapuf-

cow Lake; but as we had lok' much time in
hunting cier and beaver, which were very plen-

tiful on kome of the ifiands, it was the ninth of

January before we arrived on the South ee.
This lake from the beft information which I

could get from the natives, is about one hundred

and
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and twenty leagues long from Eaft to Weft, and 1772,

twenty wide from North to South. The point

where we croffed it is faid to be the narrowen.' Janýa.

It is full of iilands ; moft of which are clothed

with fine tall poplars, birch, and pines, and are

w-élI flocked with Indian deer. On fome of the

large ifiands we alfo found feveral beaver; but

this muft be underftood only of fuch iflands as

had large ponds in them ; for not one beaver-

houfe was to be feen on the margin of any of

them.

The lake is flored with great quantities of very

fine fifh ; particularly between the iflands, which

in fome parts are fo clofe to each other as to form

very narrow channels, like little rivers, in which

I found (when angling for fifh) a confiderable

current fetting to the Eaffward.

The flfh that are common in this lake, as well

as in moft of the other lakes in this country, are

pike, trout, perch, barble, tittamneg, and methy;

the two laft are names given by the natives to

two fpecies of fifh which are found only in this

country. Befides thefe, we alfo caughitsanother

kind of fifh, which is faid by the Northern Indi-

ans to be peculiar to this lake ; at leaft none of

the fame kind have been met with in any other.

The body of this fifh much refembles a pike in

fhape; but the feales, which are very large and

fiiff, are of a beautifully bright filver colour: the

mouth is large, and fituated like that of a pike ;

but when open, much refembles that of a fturgeon;
and
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1772. and though not provided with any teeth, takes a

bait as ravenoufly as a pike or a trout. The fizes
January.

we caught were from two feet long to four feet.

Their flefh, though delicately white, is very foft,
and has fo rank a tafle, that many of the Indians,

except they are in abfolute want, will not eat it.

The northern Indians call this fiflh Shees. The

trout in this lake are of the largeif fize I ever faw:

fome that were caught by my companions could

not, I think, be lefs than thirty-five or forty

pounds weight. Pike are alfo of an incredible

fize in this extenfive water ; here they are feldom

molefted, and have multitudes of fmaller fifh to

prey upon. If I fay that I have feen fome of

thefe fifh that were upwards of forty pounds

weight, I am fure I do not exceed'the truth.

Immediately on our arrival on the South fide

of the Athapufcow Lake, the fcene was agreeably

altered, from an entire jumble of rocks and hills,
for fuch is al. the land on the North fide, to a

fine level country, in which there was not a hili

to be feen, or a ftone to be found : fo that fuch

of my dompanions as had not brafs kettles, load.

ed their fledges with ftones from fome of the laif

iflands, to boil their victuals with in their birch.
rind kettles, which will not admit of being expof-
ed to the -fire. They therefore heat flones and

drop them into the water in the kettle to make
it boil.

Buffalo, moofe, and beaver were very plentiful;
and we could difcover, in many parts through

which
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which we paffed, the tracks of martins, foxes, 1772

quiqueharches, and other animals of the furr kind;

fo that they were by no means fcarce: but my
companions never gave themfelves the leafi trou-

ble to catch any of the three laft mentioned ani-

mals; for the buffalo, moofe, and beaver engaged

ail their attention ; perhaps principally fo on ac-

count of the excellency of their flefh; whereas

the flefi of the fox and quiquehatch are never

eaten by thofe people, except when they are in

the greateft diftrefs, and then merely to fave life.

their reafons for this fhall be given in a fubfequent

part of my Journal.

The buffalo in thofe parts, I think, are in gene-

ral much larger than the Englifh black cattie;

particularly the bulls, which, though they may

not in reality be taller than the largeft fize of the

Englifh oxen, yet to me always appeared to be

rnuch larger. In faci, they are fo heavy, that

when fix or eight Indians are in company at the

lkinning of a large bull, they never attempt to

turn it over while entire, but when the upper

fide is lkinned, they cut off the leg and fhoulder,

rip up the belly, take out all the inteftines,- cut off

the head, and make it as light as poffible, before

they turn it to fkin the under fide. The fkin is

in fome places of an incredible thicknefs, par-

ticularly about the neck, where it often exceeds

an inch. The horns are fhort, black, and

almoli ftraight, but very thick at the roots or

bafe.

The



1772. The head of an old bull is of a great fize and

weight indeed : fome which I have feen were fo
january.

large, that I could not without difficulty lift them

from the ground*; but the heads of the cows are

nuch fmaller. Their tails are, in general, about

a foot long, though fome appear to be exclufive

of the long brufh of hair at the end, longer.

The hair on the tails of the bulls is generally of a

fine gloffy black; but the brufh at the end of the

cows' tails is always of a rufty brown, probably

owing to being flained with their urine.

The hair of the body is foft and curled, fome-

what approaching to wool; it is generally of a

fandy brown, and of an equal length and thick.

nefs ail over the body: but on the head and

neck it is much longer than it is on any other

part.

The Indians, after reducing all the parts of the

ikin to an equal thicknefs by feraping, drefs them

in the hair for clothing; when they are light,
foft, warm, and durable. They alfo drefs fome

of thofe Ikins into leather without the hair, of

which they make tents and fhoes; but the grain

1s

It is remarked hy Mr. Catefby, Ii his defeription of this animal, that

no man can lift one of their heads. Thofe I faw in the Athapvfcow coun-

try are fuch as I have defribed ; and I am affured by the Company's fer-

vants, as wvell as the Indians who live near Hudfon's Houfe, that the buf-

falos there are much fmaller; fo that the fpecies Mr. Catefby faw, or

wrote of, muft have been much larger, or have had very large heads; for

it is well known that a man of any tolerable firength can lift two and

a half, or three hundred pounds weight. I think that the heads of his

ihtffalos are too heavy for the bodies, as the bodies of thofe I faw in the

.Athapufcow country appear to have been of equal weight with his.

A JOURNEY TO THE252
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is remarkably open and fpungy, by no means 1772.

equal in goodnefs to that of the kin of the moofe
January.

nor am I certain that the curriers or tanners in

Europe could manufaCture thefe fkins in fuch a

manner as to render them of any confiderable

value; for, to appearance, they are of the farme

quality which the ikins of the muik-ox, which

are held in fo little eftimation in England, that

when a number of them was fent home from

Churchill Fadtory, the Company iffued out orders

the year following, that unlefs they could be pur-

chafed from the Indians at the rate of four Ikins

for one beaver, they would not anfwer the expence

of fending home; a great proof of their being of

very little value.

The buffalos chiefly delight in wide open

plains, which in thofe parts produce very long

coarfe grafs, or rather a kind of fmall flags and

rufhes, upon which they.feed ; but when purfued

they always take to the woods. They are of

fuch an amazing firength, that when they fly
through the woods from a purfuer, they frequent-

ly brufh down trees as thick as a man's arm;

and be the fnow ever fo deep, fuch is their firength

and agility that they are enabled to plunge

through it fafier than the fwifteft Indian can run

in fnow-fhoes. To this I have been an eye-wit-

nefs many times, and once had the vanity to think

that I could have- kept pace with them; but

though I was at that time celebrated for being

particularly fleet of foot in fnow.fhoes, I foon

found

5 13)
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177e. found that I was no match for the buffalos, not-
withftanding they were then plunging through
fuch deep fnow, that their bellies made a trench

in it as large as if many heavy facks had been

hauled through it. Of all the large beafts in thofe

parts the buffalo is eafiefL to kill, and the moofe

are the moif difficult ; neither are the deer very

eafy to come at, except in windy weather: indeed

it requires much pra&ice, and a great deal of pa-

tience, to flay any of them, as they will by no

means fuffer, a direc approach, unlefs the hunter

be entirely fheltered by woods or willows. The

flefh of the buffalo is exceedingly good eating;

and fo entirely free from any difagreeable fmell or

tafle, that it refembles beef as nearly as poffible:

the flefh of the cows, when fome tine gone with

calf, is efteemed the fineft; and the young calves,

cut out of their bellies, are reckoned a great deli-

cacy indeed. The hunch on their backs, or more

properly on their fhoulders, is not a large flefhy

lump, as fome fuppofe, but is occafioned by the

bones that form the withers being continued to

a greater length than in moft other animals.

The fBefh which furrounds this part being fo equal-

ly intermixed with fat and lean, is reckoned

among the nicea bits. The weight, however, is

by no means equal to what has been commonly

reported. The tongue is alfo very delicate ; and

what is mofi extraordinary, when the beafts are
in the pooreft flate, which happens regularly at
certain feafons, their tongues are then very fat

and



and fine.; fome fay, fatter than when they are in 77.

the beif order; the truth of which, I will not --

confirm. They are fo efteemed here, however, Ja

that many .of them are brought down to the

Company's Fa&ory at York as prefents, and are

efteemed a great luxury,. probably for no other

reafon but that they are far-fetched ; for they

are by no means fo large, and I think them not

fo fine, as a neat's tongue in England.

The moofe deer is alfo a large beafi, often ex.

ceeding the largeft horfe both in height and bulk;

but the length of the legs, the bulk of the body,
the fhortnefs of the neck, and the uncommon

length of the head and ears, without any appear.

ance of a tail, make them have a very aukward

appearance. The males far exceed the females

in fize, and differ from them in colour. The

hair of the male, which is long, hollow, and foft,
like that of a deer, is at the points nearly black,
but a little way under the furface it is of an afh.

colour, and at the roots perfe&ly white. The

hair of the female is of a fandy brown, and in

fome parts, particularly under the throat, the

belly, and the flank, is nearly white at the fur.

face, and mofi delicately fo at the root.

Their legs are fo long, and their necks fo fhort,
that they cannot graze on level ground like other

animals, but are obliged to brouze on the tops of

large plants and the leaves of trees during the

Summer ; and in Winter they always feed on the

tops of willows, and the finall branches of the

birch.
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birch-tree; on which account they are never

- found during that feafon but in fuch places as can

afford them a plentiful fupply of their favourite

food: and though they have no fore-teeth in the

upper-jaw, yet I have often feen willows and fmall

birch-trees cropped by them, in the fame manner
as if they had been cut by a gardener's fheers,
though fome of them were not fmaller than com-

mon pipe-ftems ; they feem particularly partial to

the red willow.

In Summer they are generally found to fre-
quent the' banks of rivers and lakes, probably

with no other view than to have the benefit of

getting into the water, to avoid the innumerable
multitudes of mufkettos and other flies that pefler
them exceedingly during that feafon. There is
alfo a variety of water-plants, of which the moofe
are very fond, and which are adapted to their
neceffities in a peculiar manner during the Sum.

mer feafon, as they can eafily brouze on them
when nearly emerged in water, to avoid the tor-
ment of the flies.

The head of the moofe is, as I have obferved,
remarkably long and large, not very unlike that
of a horfe; but the nofe and nofrils are at
leaif twice as large. The cars are about a foot
long, and large; and they always fland ered.
Their faculty of hearing is fuppofed to be more
acute than either their fight or fcent ; which

iakes it very difficult to kill them, efpecially as
the Indians in thofe parts have no other method

of
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of doing it but by creeping after them, among the .7720
trees and buffhes, till they get within gun-fhot ;
taking care always to keep to leeward of the

moofe, for fear of being overheard. In Summer,
when they frequent the margins of rivers and

lakes, they are often killed by the Indians in the
water, while they are crofiing rivers, or fwim
ming from the main to iflands, &c. When purfu.
cd in this manner, they are the moft inoffenfive
of all animals, never making any refifiance ; and
the young ones are fo fimple, that I remember to
have feen an Indian paddle his canoe up to one
of them, and take it by the poll without the ieaft
oppofition : the poor harniiefs animal feeming at
the fame time as contented along fide the canoe,
as if fwimming by the fide of its dam, and look-
ing up in our faces with the fame fearlefs inno-
cence that a houfe-lamb would, making ufe of its
fore-foot almofi every infnant to clear its eyes of
mufkettoes, which at that time were remarkably
numerous.

I have alfo feen women and boys kill the old
moofe in this fituation, by knocking them on the
head with a hatchet ; and in the Summer of one
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five, when
I was.on my paffage from Cumberland Houfe to
York Fort, two boys killed a fine buck moofe in
the water, by forcing a fiick up its fundament;
for they had neither gun, bow, nor arrows with
them. The common deer are far rÂore dangerous
to approach in canoes, as they kick up their hind

S legs

.,pi57
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1772. legs with fuch violence as to endanger any birch.
rind canoe that comes within their reach ; for
which reafon all the Indians who kill deer upon
the water are provided with a long nick that will

reach far beyond the head of the canoe.

The moofe are alfo the eafieft to tame and do-

meflicate of any of the deer kind. I have repeat.

edly feen them at Churchill as tame as fheep*,
and even more fo; for they would follow their
keeper any difnance from home, and at his call

return with hirn, without the, lean trouble, or

ever offering to deviate from the path†.

The flefh of the moofé is very good, though the
grain is bi;t coarfe, and it is much tougher than
any other kind of venifon. The nofe is moni ex.

cellent, as is alfo the tongue, though by no means

fo fat and delicate as that of the common deer.

It is perhaps worth remarking, that the livels of

the

*The moofe formerly fent to his Majclly was frm that pl ce. A younig

male wasalfo put on board thefhip, but ituiied on the paíl;g, otherwifeit

is probable they might have propagated in this coun-ry.

T Since thc above was written, the fane Indian that brought ail the

above-merntioned young moofe to the Faeory had, in the year Iî77, two

othe:-, fo tame, that when on his paffage to Prince of Wales's Fort in a

canoe, the moofe always followed him along the bank of the river; and at

night, or on any other occafion when the Indains landed, the young mooie

generaily came and fondled on them, in the fame manner as the mofl do-

nelic animal would have done, and never offered to flray from the tents.

Unfortunately, in crofiing a deep bay in one of the lakes, (on a fne day,)

ail the Indians that were not intereffed in the fafc-landing of thofe engag-

ing creatures, paddled from point to point; and the man that owned them,
'not caring to go fo far about by himfeif, accompanied the others, in Iopes

they would follow him round as ufuai; but at nighc the young meofe did

not arrive ; and as the howling of fone wolves was heard in that quarte?,

it was fuppofed they had been devoured by thesm, as they were never af-

terward feen.
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the moofe are never found, not even at any time 1772
of the year ; and, like the other deer, they have

no gali. The fat of the inteftines is hard, like unar.

fuet; but all the external fat is foft, like that of

a breaft of mutton, and when put into a bladder,
is as fine as marrow. In this they differ from all

the other fpecies of deer, of which the external

fat is as hard as. that of the kidnies.

The moofe in all their actions and attitudes ap-

pear very uncouth, and when difturbed, never

run, only make a kind of trot, which the length

of their legs enables them to do with great fwift-

nefs, and apparently with much eafe ; but were

the country they inhabit free from under-wood,

and dry under-foot, fo that horfemen and dogs

mright follow therm, they would become an eafy

prey, as they are 'both tender-footed and fhort-

vinded : But of this more hereafter*.

The fkins of the moofe, when dreffed by the

natives, make excellent tent-covers and fhoe-lea-

ther ; and in faét every other part of their cloth-

ing. Thefe, like the fkins of the buffalo, are of

very unequal thicknefs. Some of the Indian wo-

men, who are acquainted with the manufaéure

of them, will, by means of fcraping, render them

as even as a piece of thick cloth, and when well

dreffed they are very foft; but not being dreff-

S 2 ed

*Mr. Du Pratz, in his defeription of this animal, fays, it s never found

farther North than Cape Breton and Nova Scotia: but I have feen them

in great numbers in the Athapufcow Country, which cannot be nuch

fhort of 60° North latitude.
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ed in oH, they always grow hard after being wet,
ý » unlefs great care be taken to keep rubbing thern

anuary. all- the time they are drying. The fame rmay be

faid of all the Indian-dreffed leather, except that

of the wewalkifh, which will wafh as vell as

fhammoy-leather, and always preferve its foftnefs.
Thefemale moofe never have any horns, but the

males have them of a prodigious fize and weight,
and very different in ihape from thofe of the

common deer. The extremity of each horn is

palmated to the fize of a common fhovel, from

which a few fhort branches fhoot out; and the

fhaft of the horn is frequently as large as a com.

mon man's wriff. They fhed them annually like

the common deei. The horns of the moofe are
frequently found to exceed fixty pounds weight;
and their texture, though of a large fize and of
fuch rapid growth, is much harder than any other

fpecies of deer-hdrns in thofe parts.
Though the flefh of the moofe is efteemed by

moif Indians both for its flavour and fubflance,
yet the Northern Indians of my crew did not
reckon either it or the flefh of the buffalo fub.
ffantial food. This I fhould think entirely pro.

ceeded from prejudice, efpecially with refpe& to
the moofe; but the flefh of the buffalo, though fo
fine to the eye, and pleafing to the talle, is fo
light and eafy of digeftion, as not to be deemed
fubfantial food by any Indian in this country,
cither Northern or Southern. The moofe have
from one to three young at a time, and generally

bring
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bring them forth in the latter end of April, or 77.
beginning of May.

Soon after our arrival no the South-fide of

Athapufcow Lake, Matonabbee propofed conti.

nuing our courfe in the South Wea quarter, in
hopes of meeting fome of -the Athapufcow Indi-

ans; becaufe I wifhed, if poffible, to purchafe a
tent, and other ready-dreffed fkins from them;

as a fupply of thore articles would at this time
have been of material fervice to us, being.in great
want both of tents and fhoe-leather: and though

my companions were daily killing elther moofe or
buffalo, the weather was fo exceffively cold, as to
render drefling their Ikins not onlyvery trouble-

fome, but almoil impraéticable, efpecially to the
generality of the Northern Indians, who are not
well acquainted with the manufaaure of that kind
of leather,

To drefs thofe fkins according to the Indian
method, a lather is made of the brains and fome
of the fofteft fat or marrow of the animal, i4
which the fkin is well foaked, when it is taken
out, and not only dried by the heat of a fire, but

hung up in the finoke for feveral days.; it is then
taken down, and well foaked and wafhed in warm
water, till the grain of the kin is perfedly open,
and has imbibed a fufficient quantity of water,
after which it is taken out and wrung as dry as
poffible, and then dried by the heat of a flow fire;
care being taken to rub and flretch it as long as
any moiRure remains in the fkin. By this fimple

method,

262



£6z A JOURNEY TO THE

nethod,*and by fcraping them afterwards, fome
- of the moofe fkins are made very delicate both to
january.

the eye and the touch.

11th. On the eleventh of January, as fome of my
companions were hunting, they fawv the track of a

firange fnow-fhoe, which they followed; and at a

confiderable diflance came to a little hut, where

they difcovered a young woman fitting alone. As

they found that fhe underftood their language,
they brought her with them to the tents. On
examination, fhe proved to be one of the Wefiern

Dogribbed Indians, who had been taken prifoner

by the Athapufcow Indians in the Summer of one

thoufand fevèn hundred and feventv; and in the

following Summner, when the Indians that took

her prifoner were near this part, fhe had eloped
from thern with an intent to return to her own

country; but the difrance being fo great, and hav..

ing after fhe was taken prifoner, been carried in
a canoe the whole u ay, the turnings and wind-
in-s of the rivers and lakes were fo numerous,

that flie forgot the track; fo fhe bujit the hut in

which we found her, to protcE her from the wea-

ther during the Winter, and her flhe had refided

from the firfi fetting in of the fall.

From her account of the moons paft fince hcr

elopernent, it appeared that fhe had been near fe-
ven months without feeing a human face; during

all which tine fhe had fupported herfelf very

well by fnaring partridges, rabbits, and fquir-
reIs; fle had alfo killed two or three beaver, and

forne por cupines. That lhe did not feem to have

been



been in want is evident, as fhe had a fmall flock 1772.

of provifions by her when fhe was difcovered; January.

and was in good health and condition, and I

think one of the finea women, of a real In-

dian, that I have feen in any part of North

America.

The methods praéaifed by this poor creature to

procure a Iivelihood were truly admirable, and

are great proofs that neceffity is the real mother

of invention. When the few deer-finews that

fhe had an opportunity of taking with her were

all expended in making fnares, and fewing her

clothing, fle had nothing to fupply their place

but the finews of the rabbits legs and feet; thefe

fhe twifted together for that purpofe with great

dexterity and fuccefs. The rabbits, &c. which

fhe caught in thofe fnares, not only furnifhed her

with a comfortable fubfiftence, but of the Ikins

fhe inade a fuit of neat and warm clothing for

the Winter. It is fcarcely poffible to conceive

that a perfon in her forlorn fituation could be fo

compofed as to be capable of contriving or exe-

cuting any thing that was not abfolutely necef-

fary to her exifrence; but there were fufficient

proofs that fli had extended her care much far-

ther, as all her clothing, befide being calculated

for real fervice, fhewed great tafte, and exhibit-

ed no little variety of ornament. The materiais,
though rude, were very curioufly wrought, and

fo judicioufly placed, as to make the whole of

her
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177*. her garb have a very pleafing, though rather roý

mantic appearance.

Her leifure hours from hunting had been em-

ployed in twifting the inner rind or bark of wil-

lows into frall lines, like net-twine, of which fhe
had fome hundred fathoms by her; with this fhe

intended to make a fifhing-net as foon as the

Spring advanced. It is of the inner bark of

willows, twifled in. this manner, that the Dog.

ribbed Indians make their fifhing-nets.; and they

are much perferable to thofe made by the Nor-

thern Indians*.

Five or fix inches of an iron hoop,. made into

a knife, and the fhank of an arrow-head of iron,

which ferved hr as an awl, were all the metals

this poor woman had with her when ihe elop-

cd; and with thefe implements fhe had made

herfelf complete fnow-fhoes, and feveral other ufe.

ful articles.

Her method of making a fire was equally fin.

gular and curious, having no other materials for

that purpofe than two hard fulphurous flones,

Thefe, by long fridtion and hard knocking, pro-

duced a few fparks, which at length communi-

cated to fome touchwood ; but as this method

was

* The Northern Inclians make their fiflhingnets with fmall thongs cut

from raw deer-fkins; wiich when dry appear very good, but after being

foaked in water forne time, grow fo foft and fippery, that when large fifh

grike the net, the hitches are very apt to flip and ]et them, efcape. Be-

fide this inconvenience, they are very liable to rot. unlefs they be fre-

quently taken out of the water and died.
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was attended with great trouble, and not always 7
with fuccefs, fhe did not fuffer her fire to go out

all the Winter. Hence we may conclude that fhe

had no idea of producing fire by friction, in the

manner pra&ifed by the Efquimaux, and many

other uncivilized nations.; becaufe if fhe had, the

above.-mentioned precaution would have been un-

neceffary.

The fingularity of the circumfiance, the come-

linefs of her perfon, and her approved accomplif&.

ments, occafioned a ffrong .contef! between feve-

ral of the Indians of my party, who fhould have

her for a wife; and the poor girl was aéaually

won and loft at wreflling by near half a fcore dif-

ferent men the fame evening. My guide, Mato.

nabbee wh3 at that time had no lefs than feven

wives, all women grown, befides a young girl of

eleven or twelve years old, would have put in

for the prize alfo, had riot one of his wives made

him afhamed of it, by teling him that he had-al-

ready more wives than he could properly-attend.

This piece of fatire, however true, proved fa.

tal to the poor girl who dared to make fo open a

declaration ; for the great man, Matonabbee, who

would willingly have been thought equal to eight
or ten .men in every refpet, took it as fuch an

affront, that he fell on ber with both hands and

feet, and bruifed her to fuch a degree, that after

lingering fome time fhe died.

When the Athapufcow Indians took the above

Dogribbed Indian woman prifoner, they accord-

ing



ing to the univerfal cuftom of thofè favages, fur-
prifed ber and her party in the night, and killed

every foul in the tent, except herfelf and three

other young women.ý Among thofe whorn.they

killed, were her father, mother, and hufband.

Her young child, four or five months old, . fhe

concealed in a bundle of clothing., and took with

ber undifcovered in the night ; but when fhe ar-

rived at the place where the Athapufcov Indians

iad left their wives, (which was not far diftant,)

they began to examine her bundle, and finding

the child, one of the women took it from her, and

killed it on the fpot.

This laft piece of barbarity gave her fuch a

difguft to thofe indians, that notwithfianding the

man who took care of her treated her in every

refpec as his wife, and was, fhe faid, remarkably

kind to, and even fond of her; fo far was flie

from being able to reconcile herfelf to any of the

tribe, that fhe rather chofe to expofe herfelf to

imifery and want, than live in eafe and affluence

among perfons who had fo cruelly murdered her

infant*. The poor woman's relation of this

fiocking

* It is toa common a cafei wih moi! of the tribes of Southern Indias

for the wvomen to defie their hufoands or fricnds, when going to war;

to bring them a flave, that they mray have the p1 afure of killing it; and

fome of'thei- inhumran women will accompany thtir hufbands, and mur-

der the womnern and children as fait as their hufbands do the mcn.

When I was at Curbcrland Houle, (an inland futtlcmient that I eda-

blillied for the Huifon's Bay Company in the year r 74,) I was particu-

larly acquainted with a very young lady of this extcrdinary turin ; who,

esisn I defrrcd fore Indians that wer e going to war to bring me a- young

flave
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fhocking flory, which fie delivered in a very af- 1772.

fefing manner, only excited laughter among the.
favages of my party. anuary.

In a converfation with this woman foon after-

vard, fhe told us, that her country lies fo far to

the Weftward, that fhe had never feen iron, or

any other kind of metal, till fihe was taken prifo-
ner. Al of her tribe, flic obferved, made their

hatchets and ice-chifels of deer's horns, and their
knives of fiones and bones; that their arrows

were fhod with a kind of flate, bones, and deer's

horns ; and the infiruments which they employ-

cd to make their wood-work were nothing but

beaver's teeth. Thouglh they had frequently

heard of the ufeful materials which the nations
or tribes to the Eaa of then were fupplied with
from the Englifi, fo far were they from drawing

nearer, to be in the way of trading for iron-
work, &c. that they were obliged to retreat far.
ther back, to avoid the Athapufcow Indians, who
made furprifing flaughter among them, both in
Winter and Summer.

On the fixteenth, as we were continuing our h,

courfe

flave, vhich I intended to have brought up as a domefnic, Mifs was. equally

defirous that one might be brought to her, for the cruel purpofe of mur-

dering it, It is fcarcely poffible to exprefs my aflonifhsment, en hearing

fuch an extraordinary requeit made by a young creature fearcely fixteen

ye.» old; however, as foon as i recovered from my furprife, I ordered her

to leave the fettlement, which lie did, with thofewho were goingto war;

and it is therefore probable lie miglit not be difappointed in ber requeft.

Tie next year i was ordered to the command of Prince of Wales's Fort,
and therefore never faw her aftcrward.
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1772 ,courfe in the South WefQ quarter, we arrived at
the grand Athapufcow River, which at that

part is about two miles wide, and empties itfelf

into the great lake of the fame name we had fo

lately croffed, and which has been already de-

fcribed.

The woods about this river, particularly the

pines and poplars, are the taileli and floutefi I have

feen in any part of North America. The birch

alfo grows to a confiderable fize, and fome fpecies

of the willow are likewife tall: but none of them

bave avy trunk, like thofe in England.

The bank of the river in monf parts is very

high, and in fome places not lefs than a hundred

feet above the ordinary furface of the water. As

the foil is of a'loamy qùality, it is very fubjec&- to

moulder or wafh away by heavy rains, even dur.

ing the fhort Summer allotted to this part of the

globe. The breaking up of the ice in the Spring

is annually attended with a great deluge, when,

I am told, it is not uncommon to fee whole points

of land wafhed away by the inundations; and as

the wood grows clofe to the edge of the banks,

vaif quantities of it are hurried down the flream

by the irrefiflible force of the water and ice, and

conveyed into the great lake already mentioned ;

on the fiores and iflands of which, there lies the

greatefi quantity of drift wood I ever faw. Some

of this wood is large enough to make mails for

the largeft lhips that are built. The banks of the

river in general are fo fieep as to be inacceflible to

either
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either man or beaif, except in fome flacks, or 1772.

gulleys, that have been wore down by heavy U

rains, backwaters, or deluges ; and even thofe January.

flacks are, for the moif part, very difficult to af-

cend, on account of the number of large trees

which lie in the way.

There are feveral low iflands in this river, which

are much frequented by the moofe, for the fake

of the fine willows they produce, which farnifh

thetn with a plentiful fupply of their favourite

food during the Winter. Some of thofe iflands

are alfo frequently by a number of rabbits ; but
as larger game could be procured in great plenty,
thofe fmall animals· were not deemed worthy our
notice at prefent.

Befide the grand river already mnentioned, there·
are feveral others of lefs note, which empty ther-
felves into the great Athapufcow Lake: There
are alfo feveral fmall rivers and creeks on the
North Eaft fide of the Lake that carry off the fu-
perfluous waters, fome of which, after a variety
of windings through the barren grounds to the
North of Churchill River, are -on in the marfihes
and low grounds, w hile others, by means of ma.
ny fmall channels and rivulets, are difcharged into
other rivers and lakes, and at laif, doubtlefs, find
their way into- Hudfon'sý Bay. Thefe rivers,
though numberlefs, are all fo full of fhoals and

ftones, as not to be navigable for an Indian canoe
to any confiderable difiance.; and if they were, it
would be of little or no ufe to the natives, as none

of
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1772. of ·them lead within feveral hundred miles of

Churchill River.
January.

Agreeably to Matonabbee's propofal, we con-

tinued our courfe up the Athapufcow River for

many days, and though we paffed feveral parts

which we well knew to have been the former

Winter-haunts of the Athapufcow Indians, yet we

could not fee the leaft trace of any, of them hav-

ing been there that feafon. In the preceding

Summer, when they were in thofe parts, they had

fet fire to the woods; and though many months

had elapfed from that time till our arrival there,
and notwithfanding the fnow was then very

deep, the mofs was ftill burning in many places,
which at firft deceived us very much, as we took

it for the fmnoke of firange tents ; but after going

much out of our way, and fearching very diligent-

Iy, we could not difcover the leaft track of a

firanger.
Thus difappointed in our expectations of meet-

ing· the Southern Indians, it was refolved (in
Council, as it may be called) to expend as much
time in hunting buffalo, moofe, and beaver as we
could, fo that we might be able to reacli Prince
of Wales's Fort a little before the ufual time of
the fhips arrival from England. Accordingly, af-
ter having walked upwards of for.ty miles by the

2-th. fide of Athapufcow River, on the twenty-feventh

of january we firuck off to the Eaftward, and

left the River at that part where it begins to tend

due South.

In



In confequence of this determination of the In. 1772.

dians, we continued our courfe to the Eaftward;

but as game of all kinds was very plentiful, we

made but fhort daysjournies, and often remained

two or three days in one place, to cat up the

fpoils or produce of the chace. The woods

through which we were to pafs were in many pla..

ces fo thick, that it was neceffary to cut a path

before the women could pafs with their fledges;

and in other places fo much of the woods had for.

merly been fet on fire and burnt, that we were

frequently obliged to walk farther than we other-

wife fhould have done, before we could find green

brufh enough to floor our tents.

Fron the fifteenth to the twenty.fourth of Fe. February.

bruary, we walked along a fmall river that emp- I5th -24tb

ties itfeif into the Lake Clowey, near the part

where we built canoes in May one thoufand feven

hundred and feventy-one. This little river is that

which we mentioned in the former part of this

Journal, as having communication with the Atha-

pufcow Lake: but, froi appearances, it is of no

confequence whence it takes its rife, or where it

empties itfelf, as one half of it is nearly dry three-
fourths of the year. The intervening ponds,
however, having fufficient depth of water, are,
we may fuppofe, favourable fituations for beaver,
as many of their houfes are to be found in thofe
parts.

On the twenty-fourth, a ftrange Northern.In- 4

dian leader, called Thlew-fa-nell-ie, and feveral of

his
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1172. his followers, joined us from the Eaftward. This
leader prefented Matonabbee and myfelf with a

February. foot of tobacco each, and a two-quart keg -of

brandy, which he intended as a prefent for the

Southern Indians; but being informed by my
companions, that there was not the leaft proba.

bility of meeting any, he did not think it worth
any·farther carriage. The tcbacco was indeed ve-

ry acceptable, as our fock of that article had been

expended fome time. Having been fo long with.

out tafting fpirituous liquors, I would not partake
of the brandy, but left it entirely to the Indians,
to whom, as they were numerous, it was fcarce.

ly a talle for each. Few of the Northern Indians

are fond 15f fpirits,. efpecially thofe who keep at a

diftance from the Fort : fome who are near, and

who ufually fhoot geefe for us in the Spring, will

drink it at free cofl as faif as the Southern Indi.

ans, but few of them are ever fo imprudent as to

buy it.
The little river lately mentioned, as :well as the

adjacent lakes and ponds, being well-ftocked with
beaver, and the land abounding with moofe and

buffalo, we were induced to make but flow pro.

grefs in our journey. Many days were fpent in
hunting, feafting, and drying a large quantity of
flefh to take with us, particularly that of the buf-
falo; for -my companions knew by experience,
that a few days walk to the Eaftward of our pre-
fent fituation would bring us to a part where we
lrotid not fee any- of thofe animals.

The
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The firangers who had joined us on the twen-

ty-fourth informed us, that all were well at Prince · -

of Wales's Fort when they left i lai ; which, aç- Februayy.

cording to their account of the Moons paat fince,
muif have been about the fifth of November one

thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one. Thefe

firangers only remained in our company one night

before the Leader and.part of his crew Ieft us,
and proceeded on .their journey to the North
Weftward; bIut a few of them having procured
fome furrs in the early part of the Winter, join-
cd our party, with an intent to accompany us to
the Faftory.

Having a good ftock of dried meat,' fat, &c.2
prepared in the befn manner for carriage, on the

twenty-eighth we fhaped our courfe inthe South
Eaft quarter, and proceeded at a iuch greater
rate than we had lately done, as little or no time
was now loft ia hunting. The next day we faw
the tracks of fome ftrangers; and though I did
not perceive any of them myfelf, fome of my
companions were at the trouble of fearching for
them, and finding them to. be poor inoffenfive
people, plundered them not only of the few furrs
which they had, but took alfo one of their young
women from them.

Every additional aEt of violence committed by
niy companions on the poor and diareffed, ferv.
cd to increafe my indignation and diflike; this
laft a&, however, difpleafed me more than all
their former aéions, becaufe it was committed

T on



1772. on a fet offiarmlefs creatures, whofe general man-
'-em--' ner of life renders them the mon fecluded from

fociety of any of the human race.

Matonabbee affured me, that for more than a

generation paft one family only, as it may be call.

ed, (and to which the young men belonged who

were plundered by my companions,) have taken

up their Winter abode in thofe woods, which

are fituated fo far on the barren ground as to be

quite out of the track of any other Indians.

From the be-fi accounts that I could collea, the

latitude of this place muif be about 63 t', or 63°

at leaft; the longitude is very uncertain. From

my own experience I can affirm, that it is fome

hundreds of miles both frorm the fea-fide and the

main woods to the Weftward. Few of the trad.

ing Northern Indians have vifited this place; but

thofe who have, give a pleafing defcription of it,

ail agreeing that it is fituated on the banks of a

river which has communication with feveral fine

lakes. As the current fets to the North Eafi-

ward, it empties itfelf, in ail probability, into

fome part of Hudfon's Bay ; and, from the lati-

tude, no part feems more likely for this commu-

nicaion, than Baker's Lake, at the head of Che-

fterfield's inlet. This, however, is mere conjec-

ture ; nor is it of any confequence, as navigation

on any of the rivers in thofe parts is not only im.

practicable, but would be alfo unprofitable, as

they do not lead into a country that produces any

thing
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thing for trade, or that contains any inhabitants 1772.
worth vifiting.

The accounts given of this place, and the man- February,

ner of life of its inhabitants, would, if related at
full length, fill a volume: let it fuffice to obferve,
that the fituation is fàid to be remarkably favou-
rable for every kind of game that the barren
ground produces at the different feafons of the
year; but the continuance of the game with
them is in general uncertain, except that of fiflh
and partridges. That being the cafe, the few
who compofe this little commonwealth, are, by
long cuftom and the confiant exatnple of their
forefathers, poffeffed of a provident turn of mind,
vith a degree of frugality unknown to every

other tribe of Indians in this country except the
Efquimaux.

Deer is faid to vifit this part of the country in
aftonifhing numbers, both in Spring and Autumn,
of which circumftances the inhabitant avail
themfelves, by killing and drying~ as much of
their flefh as poflible, particularly in the fall of
the year; fo that they feldom are in want of a
good Winter's ftock.

Geefe, ducks, and fwans vifit here in great
plenty during their migrations both in the Spring
and Fall, and by much art, joined to an infur-
mountable patience, are caught in confiderable
numbers in fnares*, and, without doubt, make

. T 2 a very

* To fnare fwans, geefe, or ducks, in the water, it requires no other

procefs
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1772. a very pleafing change in the food. It is alfo re-

ported, (though I confefs I doubt the truth of it,)
February.

that

procefs that to make a number of hedges, or fences, projet into the %ater,

at right angles, from the banks of a river, lake, or pond ; for it is obferv-

ed that thofe birds generally fwim near the margin, for the benefit of feed-

ing on the grafs, &c. Thofe fences are continued for fome diflance from

the fhore, and feparated two or three vards from each other, fo that open-

ings are left fuifciently large to let the birds fwim through. In each of

thofe openings a fnare is hung and faflened to a fake, which the bird,

when intanglcd, cannot drag from the bottom ; and to prevent the fnare

froir being wafted out of its proper place by the wind, it is fecurcd to the

flakea which· form the opening, with tender grafs, which is cafily

Broken.
This method, though it bas the appearance of being very (imple, is ne.

verthelefirs attended with much trouble, particularly when we confider the

fnallnefs of their canots, and the great inconveniency they labour under

in performing works of this kind in the water. Many of the flakes ufed

on thofenccafions are of a confiderable length and frze, and the fmall bran.

chcs which forrr the principal part of lie hedges, -re not arranged with.

out much caution, for fear of overfetting the canoes, particularly where the

water is deep, as it is in fome of the lakes; and in many of the rivets the-

current is very fwift, which renders this bufinets equally troublefome.

Whien the lakes and rier s are lhallow, the natives are frequently at the

pains to make fences froi fihore to loio e.

To Coare thole birds in theli n (ls requires a confiderable degree of art

and, as the natives fay, a great dealof cianlinefs; foi they have obferved,

tLiat when fnai e have becn fet by tiofe whole bands were not cian, the

birds would not go into the nefl.

Even the goofe, though fo fimple a bird, is notorioufly known to foifake

her cggs, if they were breathed on by the Indians.

The fmaller fpecies of birds wbich make their nefl on the ground, are by

no means fo delicate, of courfe lefs care is neceflaryto faare them. It ias

been obierred that all birds which build in the ground go into their nei

at ore prartilar fide, and out of it on the oppolite. The Indians, tho.

roughly convitced of this, always fet the fnares on the (ede on which the

bird enters the nefi; and if care be taken in fetting them, feldom failof

feizing their obje&. For fnall birds, fuch as laiks, and many orhers'of

equal fize, tie Indians only efe two or three hairs ont of their head; but

for larger birds, particelariy fwans, geefe, a'rd ducks, they make fnares of

deer-inews, twied like packthread, and occafionally of a fmail thong cut

fi o:n a parchrent deer-fkin.
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that a remarkable fpecies of partridges as large ,7714
as Englifh fowls, are found in that part of the t--

country only. Thofe, as well as the common

partidges, it is faid, are killed in confiderable

numbers, with fnares, as well as with bows and

arrows.

The river and lakes near the little foreft where

the family above mentioned had fixed their abode,

abound with fine fifh, particularly trout and bar.

ble, which are eafily caught; the former with

books, and the latter in nets. In fact, I have not

feen or heard of any part of this country which

feems to poffefs half the advantages requifite for

a conftant refidence, that are afcribed to this little

fpot. The defcendents, however, of the prefent

inhabitants muft in time evacuate it for want of

wood, which is of fo flow a growth in thofe re-

gions, that what is ufed in one year, exclufive

of what is cut down and carried away by the Ef-

quimaux, muft coft many years to replace.

It may probably be thought ftrange that any

part of a comrnunity, apparently fo commodiou-

fly fituated, and happy within themfelves, fhould

be found at fo great a difiance from the reft of

their tribe, and indeed nothing but neceffity

could pofiibly have urged then to undertake a

journey of fo many hundred miles as they have

done ; but no fituation is without its inconve-

niences, and as their woods contain no birch-

trees of fufficient fize, or perhaps none of any

fize,
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1772. fize, this party had come fo far to the Wellward

to procure birch-rind for making two canoes, and

fome of the fungus that grows on the outfsJe of

the birch-tree, which is ufed by all the Indians in

thofe parts for tinder. There are two forts of

thefe fungufes which grow on the birch-trees;

one is hard, the ufeful part of which much re-

fembles rhubarb; the other is foft and fmooth

like velvet on the outfide, and when laid on hot

afies for fone time, and well beaten between two

fiones, is fomething like fpunk. The former is

called by the Northern Indians Jolt-thee, and is
known all over the country bordering on Hud-

fon's Bay by the name of Pefogan*, it being fo

called by the Southern Indians. The latter is

onky

$ The Indians, both -Northern and Southern, have found by experlience,
that by boiling the pefogan in water for a confiderable time, the texture is

fo much improved, that when thoroughly dried, fome parts of it will be

rearly as foft as fpunge.

Some of thofe fungefes are as large as a man's head; the outfide, whic

is very hard and b k, and much indented with dcep cracks, being of no

ure, is always choppcd off with i hatcher. Befdes the two farts of

touchwood already mentioned, there is another kind of it in thofe parts,

that I think is infinitely preferable to cither. This is found in old decayed

poplars, and lies in, flakes of various fizes and thicknefs; fome is not thick-

er than thamoy leather, others are as thick as a ahoe-fole. This, like the

fungus of the birch-tree, is always moift when taken from the tree, but

when dry, it is very fot and flexible, and takes fire readily from the

fpark of a fleel; but it is much improved by being kept dry in a bag that

bas contained gunpovder. It is rather furprizing that the Indians, whofe

mode of tIc i h'e been defcribing, have never acquired the methad ofi

makingfire by fiidion, like the Efquimaurx. It is alfo equally fiurprizing

they do not make ufe of the flin-canoes. Probably deer-fkins cannot be

granrfaatured to withfand the water; for it is well known that the Efqui-

znaux ufe always feal-fkins for that purpofe, though they are in the habit

of killing great nurmbers of deer.
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only ufed by the Northern tribes, and is called 1772.
by them Clalte-ad-dee.

By the firft of March we began to leave the fine a-
level country of the Athapufcows, and again to

approach the ftony mountains or hills whic

bound the Northern Indian country. Moofe and

beaver ftill continued to be plentiful; but no buf-

faloes could be feen after the twenty-ninth of Fe-

bruarv.

As we were continuing our courfe to the Eaf

South Eau, on the fourteenth we difcovered the 1tIi.

tracks of more ftrangers, and the next day came

up with them. Among thofe Indians was the

inan who had carried a letter for me in March

one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one, to
the Chief at Prince of Wales's Fort, and to which

he had brought an anfwer, dated the twenty.

firft of June.. When this Indian received the

letter from me, it was very uncertain what route

we fhould take in our return from the Copper

River, and, in all probability, he himfelf had not

then determined on what fpot he would pafs the

prefent winter ; confequently our meeting each

other was merely accidental.

Thefe Indians having obtained a few furrs in the

courfe of the Winter, joined our party, which

now confifted of twenty tents, containing in the

whole about two hundred perfons; and indeed

our company had not been much lefs during the
whofe winter.

From
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1772. Fromr the ftrangers who laft joined us we re.

ceived fome ready-dreffed moofe-fkins for tenting
and fhoe-leather; alfo fome other fkins for cloth.

ing, for all of which the Chief at the Fadory was
to pay on our arrival.

I cannot fufficiently lament the lofs of my qua-

drant, as the want of it muft render the courfe

of My journey from Point Lake, where it was
broken, very uncertain; and my watch fRopping
while I was at the Athapufcow Lake, has.contri-

buted greatly to the misfortune, as I am now de-

prived of every means of eftimating the difrances

which we walked with any degree of accuracy,
particularly in thick weather, when the Sun
could not be feen.

y6th. The Indians were emrployed at all convenient
times in procuring birch-rind aJnd making wood

work ready for building canoes; alio in prepar.
ing finali fiafifs of birch-ý. ood, to take with then
on the barren ground, to ferve as tent.poles all
the Surmrmer; and which, as hath been already
obferved, they convert into fnow-fhoe franes
when the Vinter fets in. 1-lere it may be proper
to obferve, that none of thofe incidental avoca.
tions interfere with, or retard the Indians in their
journey; for they always take-the advantage of
every opportunity which offers, as they pals along,
and wlien they fee a tree fit for their purpofe,
cut it down, and either frip off the bark, if that
be what they want, or fplit the trunk in pieces;

and
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and after hewing it roughly with their hatchet,0 1772.
carry it to the tent, where in the evenings, or #
in the morning before they fet out, they reduce March.

it with their knives to the fhape and fize which
is required.

Provifions being plentiful, and the weather

fine, we advanced a little each day ; and on the

ninetenth took up our lodgings by the fide of 9th.

Wholdyeah-chuck'd Whoie, or Large Pike Lake.
In our way we croffed another fmall lake, where
we caught fome trout by angling, and killed a
few deer and one moofe.

On the twentieth we croffed Large Pike Lake,
which at that part was not more than feven miles
wide; but from North North Weft to the South
South Eaff is much longer. The next day we
arrived at Bedodid Lake, which in general is not
more than three miles wide, and in feveral places

much lefs i but it is upward of forty miles long,
which gives it the appearance of a river. It is

faid by the Indians to be fhut up on all fides, and

entirely furrounded with high land, which pro.

duces vanfi quantity of fir trees, but none of them

grow to a great height in thofe parts: their

branches, however, fpread. wider than thofe of

firs of three times their height and thicknefs do

in Europe; fo that they refemble an apple-tree in

fhape, more than any fpecies of the pine. They

feem rich in tar, as the wood of them will bura

like a candle, and emit as firong a fmell, and as

much black fmoke, as the fíaves of an old tar..

barrel;

281



1772. barrel; for which reafon no Indians chufe to burn

it in their tents, or even out of doors, for the

purpofe of cooking their viduals.

The thaws began now to be very confiderable,
and the under-woods were fo thick in thefe parts

as to render travelling through'them very diffi-

cult ; we therefore took the advantage of walk-

ing on the ice of the above-mentioned Lake,
which lay nearly in the diretion of our courfe;

but after proceeding about twenty-two miles on

t, the Lake turned more toward the North, on

which account we were obliged to leave it, frik-

ing off to the Eaftward; and after walking four-

teen miles farther, we arrived at Noo-fhetht

Whoie, or the H Il.Ifland Lake, fo called from a

very high ifland which fiands in it.

From the twenty-eighth to the thirty-firft of

March, we had fo hard a gale of wind from the

South, as to render walking on lakes or open

plains quite impoflible, and the violence with

which the trees were blown down made walk-

ing in the woods fomewhat dangerous; but

though feveral had narrow efcapes, no accident

happened.

From the middle to the latter end of Marc3,

April. and in the beginning of April, though the thaw

was not general, yet in the middle of the day it

was very confiderable: it comrnmonly froze bard

in the nights ; and the young men took the ad.

vantage of the mornings, when the fnow was

iard crufied over, and ran down many moofe;

for
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for in thofe fituations a man with a good pair of 1772.

fnow-lhoes will fcarcely make any impreffion on.

the fnow, while the moofe, and even the deer,

will break through it at every ftép up to the bel-

ly. Notwithfianding this, however, it is very

feldom that the Indians attempt to run deer down.

The moofe are fo tender-footed, and fo fhort-
winded, that a good runner will generally tire

them in lefs than a day, and very frequently in

fix or eight hours; though I have known fome

of the Indians continue the chace for two days,
before they could come up with, and kill the

game. On thofe occalions the Indians, in gene.

ral, only take with them a knife or bayonet, and

a little bag containing a fet of fire-tackle, and are

as lightly clothed as poffible; fome of thern will

carry a bdw and two or three arrows, but I ne.

ver knew any of them take a gun unlefs fuch as

haci been blown or burfted, and the barrels cut

quite fhort, which, when reduced to the leali

poffible fize to be capable of doing any fervice,
muf' be too great a weight for a man to run with

in his hand for fo many hours together.

When the poor moofe are incapable of making

farther fpeed, they fiand and keep their purfuers

at bay with their head and fore-feet ; in the ufe

of which they are very dexterous, efpecially the

latter; fo that the Indians who have neither a bow

nor arrows, nor a fhort gun, with them, are ge.

verally obliged to lafh their knives or bayonets

to the end of a long flick, and ftab the moofe at

a difiance.
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772. a diflance. For want of this neceffary precauti.
on, fome of the boys and fool-hardy young men,
who have attempted to rufh in upon them, have

frequently received fuch unlucky blows from

their fore-feet, as to render their recover very

doubtful.

The flefh of the moofe, thus killed, is far from

being well-tafted, and I fhould think muft be very

unwholefome, from bei4g over-heated; as by
running fo many hours together, the animal

muft have been in a violent fever; the flefh be.

ing foft and clammy, muft have a very difa.

greeable tafte, neither refembling fifh, flefh, nor

fowl*.

The Southern Indians ufe dogs for this kind of

hurning, which makes it eafier and more expe-

ditious; but the Northern tribes having no dogs

trained to that exercife, are under the neceffity of

doing it themfelves.

h On the feventh we croffed a part of Thee-lee.

aza River: at which time the fmall Northern

deer were remarkably plentiful, but the moofe

began to be very fcarce, as:none were killed after

the third.

On

*Thoigh I was a fwift runner in thofe days, I never accompanied

the Indians in one of 1%ofe chaces, but have heard many of them fay,

that after a long one, the moofe, when kiiled, did not produce more

than a quart of blood, the remainder being all fettled in the flifh; which,

in that flate, mu be ten times worfe taffed, than the fpieen ornmiltof a

bacon bog.
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On the twelfth, we faw feveral fwans flying 1772.
to the Northward; they were the firft birds of -

.April
paffage -we had feen that Spring, except a few th.

fnow-birds, which always precede the migrating

birds, and confequently are with much propriety

called the harbingers of Spring. The fwans al-

fo precede all the other fpecies of water-fowl, and

migrate fo early in the feafon, that they find rie

open water but at the fails of rivers, where they

are readily met, and fometimes fhot, in confide-

rable numbers.

On the 'fourteenth, we arrived at another part. x4th.

of Thee-lee-aza River, and pitched our tents not

far from fome families of ftrange Northern ldi-

ans, who had been there fome time fnaring deer,

and who were all fo poor as not to have one gun

among them.

The villains belonging to my crew were fo far

from adminiftering to their relief, that they

robbed them of almoft every ufeful article in their

poffeffion; and to complete their cruelty, the men
joined themfelves in parties of fix, eight, or ten

in a gang, and dragged feveral of their young

women to a little diftancé from their tents, where
they not only ravifhed them, but otherwife ill-
treated them, and thiat in fo barbarous a manner,
as to endanger the lives of one or two of them.
Humanity on this, as well as on feveral other
fimilar occafions during nmy refidence among

thofe wretches, prompted me to upbraid them

with

2 85
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1772.with their barbarity ; but fo far were my remoné

nfrahces from having the defired effe&, that they
April.

afterwards made no fcruple of telling me in the

plaineif terms that if any female relation of mine

had been there, fhe fhould have been ferved in

the fame manner.

Deer being plentiful, we remained at this place

ten days, in order to dry and prepare a quantity

of the fleflh and fat to carry with us; as this was

the laft time the Indians expeded to fee fuch

plenty until they met them again on the barren

ground. During our ftay here, the Indians com-

pleted the wood.-work for their canoes, and pro.

cured all their Summer tent-poles, &c.; and while

we were employed in this neceffary bufinefs, the

, thaw was fa great that the bare ground began to

appear in many places, and the ice.in the rivers,
where the water was fhallow and the current

rapid, began to break up; fa that we were in

daily expecation of feeing geefe, ducks and ather

birds of paffage.

25th. On the twenty-fifth, the weather, being cool
and favourable for travelling, we once more fet

out, and that day walked twenty miles to the

EaRtward; as fame of the women had not

joined us, we did not move on the two follow-

ing days.

On the twenty-eighth, having once more muf-

tered all our forces, early in the morning we fet

out, and the next day paffed by Thleweyaza Yeth,

the
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the place at which we had prepared wood-work 1772.

for canoes in the Spring one thoufand feven hun-

dred and feventy-one. Apil.

As the morning of the firif of May was ex- May

ceedingly fine and pleafant, with a light air from

the South, and a great thaw, we walked eight

or nine miles to the Eaf by North, when a heavy

fall of fnow came on, which was followed, ·or

indeed more properly accompanied, by a hard

gale of wind from the north Weft. At the time

the bad weather began, we were on the top of

a high barren hill, a confiderable diaance from

any woods; judging it to be no more than a

fquall, we fat down, in expectation of its foon
paffimg by. As the night, however, advanced,

the gale increafed to fuch a degree, that it was

impoffible for a man to ftand upright; fo that

we were obliged to lie down, without any other

defence againft the weather, than. putting our

fledges and other lumber to windward of us,
which in reality was of no real fervice, as it only

harboured a great drift of fnow, with which in

fome places we were covered to the depth of two
or three feet ; and as the night was, not very

cold, I found myfelf, and many others who were
with me, long before morning in a puddle of
water, occafioned by the heat of our bodies melt-
ing the fnow.

The fecond proved fine pleafant weather, with 23,

warm funlhine. In the morning, having dried

all
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1772. all our clothing, we proceeded on our journey,
'-v~ In the afternoon we arrived at the part at which

May.
my guide intended we lhould build our canoes;

but having had fome difference with his country.

men, lie altered his mind, and determined to pro.

ceed to the Eaftward, as long as the feafon would

permit, before he attempted to perform that duty.

3d. Accordingly, on the third, we purfued oùr way,
and as that and the following day were very
cold, which made us walk brifkly, we were ena-

bled to make good days' journies; but the fifth
was-fo hot and fultry, that we only walked about
thirteen miles in our old courfe to the Eaft by
North, and then halted about three-quarters of a

mile to the South of Black Bear Hill; a place

which I had feen in the Spring of one thoufand

feven hundred and feventy-one.

On the fixth, the weather was equally hot with

the preceding day; in the morning, however, we

moved on eleven miles to the Eaft, and then met
feveral firange Indians, who informed us that a
few others, who had a tolerable cargo of furrs,
and were going to the Factory that Summer,
were not far diftant.

On receiving this intelligence, my guide, Ma.
tonabbee, fent a meffenger to defire their cQmpa-
ny. This was foon comîplied with, as it is an
univerfal pra&ice with the Indian Leaders, both
Northern and Southern, when going to the com-
pany's Factory, to ufe their influence and inte-

reft
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reft in convaffing for companions; as they find 1772.

by experience that a large gang gains them much
refpe&. Indeed, the generality of Europeans

who refide in thofe parts, being utterly unat.

quainted with the manners and cuftoms of the lu-

dians, have conceived fo high an opinion of thofe

Leaders, and their authority, as to imagine that

all who accompany them on thofe occafions are

entirely devoted to their fervice and command

all the year; but this is fo far from being the

cafe, that the authority of thofe great men, vhen

abfent from the Company's Faédory, never ex-
tends beyond their own family ; and the trifling

refpe& which is fhown them by their countrymen

during their refidence at the Faclory, proceeds

only from motives of intereft.

The Leaders have a very difagreeable tafk to
perform on thofe occafions ; for they are not on-

ly obliged to be the mouth-piece, but the beggars

for all their friends and relations for whom they

have a regard, as well as for thofe whom at other

times they have reafon to fear. Thofe unwel-

come commiffions, which are impofed on them

by their followers, joined to their own defire of

being thought men of great confequence and in-
tereif with the Englifh, make them very trou-

blefome. And if a Governor deny them any

thing which they afk, though it be only to give

away to the moft worthlefs of their gang, they

immediately turn fulky and impertinent to the

higheft degree; and however rational they may
U be
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1772. be at other times, are immediately divefled of

-~---- every degree of teafon, and raife their demands
May. to fo exorbitant a pitch, that after they have re,

ceived to the amount of five times the value of

all the furrs they themfelves have brought, they

never ceafe begging during their ftay at the Fac.

tory; and, after all, few of them go away tho.

roughly fatisfied*.

After

* As a proof of this affe1tion I take the liberty, though a little forign

to the narrativc of my journey, to infert one inflance, ont of nsany hun:.

drels of tie kinc that happen at the ýdifferent Faâories in Hudfon's Bay,

but perhaps no where fa frequently as at Churdhill. in Oober 1776,

my old gside, Matonabbee, came at the head of a large gang of Northern

lndians, to trade at Prince cf Wales's Fort; at which time I had the ho-

nour to command it. When the ufual ceremonies had paffed, I drefled him

eut asS Captain of the fi rank, and alfa clothed his fix wives from top

to toe: after which, that is to fay, during his flay at the Faeory, whic

was ten days, he begged fe-en lieutenants' coat-, fiftrep common coa,

eightcen hats, eighteen fnirts, tight gins, one hundred and forty pounds

weight of gunpowder, with (bot, ball, and flints in proportion; toge-tier

wih many hatchets, ice-chifTels, files, bayonets, knives, and a great gan.

tity of tobacco, cloth, blankets,combs, looking.glaffes, flockings, hanidke..

ch1iefs, &c. befides numberlefs fmali articles, fuch as awls, needles, piat,

fleels, &c. in ail to the amount of upwards of feven hundred beaver in the

way of trade, to giveaway among bis followers. This was exclufive of his

own prefent, which confifed of a variety of goods to the value of four hun.

dred beaver more. Bu: the mnCk extraordinary of his demands was t welve

pounds of powder, twenty-eight pouands of (bot and ball, four pounds

of tobacco, fome articles of clothing, and feveral pieces of ironwork, &c.

to give to tuo smnen who had hauied his tent and other lumber the preced-

ing Winter. This demand was fo very unreafonable, that I made fome

ferasple, or at hal hetGrated ta comply witi it, hinting that he was the per-

fon who oughit to fLisfy thofe men for their feryices; but I was foon an-

fweered, That h- diid not expeCr to have been deniedfuch a trfe asthat wsu;

and for the future he would. carty his goods where be could get his own

price for them. On my afking him where that was? he replied, in a ve-

ry infolent' tone, " To tise Canadian Traders." I wasglad to comply with

his demands ; and I here infert the anecdote, as a fpecimen of an nidian's

conieierice.
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After flopping four days at this place, Mato- 1772.
nabbee, and all the Indians who were to accom.- '--

May,
pany-me to the Fort, agreed to leave the elderly
people and young children here, in the care of

fome Indians who were capable of providing for

them, and who had orders to proceed to a place

called Cathawhachaga, on the barren grounds,
and there wait the return of their relations from

the Fadory. Matters of this kind being fettled,
apparently to the entire fatisfaclion of all parties,
we refumed our journey on the eleventh of May,
and that at a much brifker pace than we could

probably have done when all the old people and
young children were with us. In the afternoon
of the fame day we met fome other Nort ern
Indians, who were alfo going to the Fort with

furrs; thofe joined' our party, and at night we

all pitched our tents by the fide of a river that

empties itfelf into Doo-baunt Lake. This day
all of us threw away our fnow-fhoes, as the
ground was fo bare in moa places'as not to re-
quire any fuch affifrance; but fledges were occa-
fionally ferviceable for fome time, particularly
when we walked on the ice of rivers or lakes.

The. weather on the twelfth was fo exceeding-

.y hot and fultry, and the water fo deep on the

top of the ice of the above-mentioned river, as to
render walking on it not only very troublefome,
but dangerous; fo after advancing about five
miles we pitched our tents, -and the warm wea-
ther being likely to continue, the Indians immedi-

U 2 ately
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1772. ately began to build their canoes, which were

'-'ý- completed with fuch expedition, that in the after.
May.
i8th. nOOn of the eighteenth we again fet forward on

our journey, but the day being pretty far fpent,
we only walked about four miles, and put up for

the night.
z9th. The morning of the nineteenth was fine plea.

fant weather ; and as all the water was drained

off from the top of the ice, it rendered walking

on it both fafe and eafy; accordingly we fet out

pretty early, "'nd that day walked upwards of

twenty miles to the Eaft North Eaft on the above.

mentioned river. The next day proved fo cold,
that after walking about fifteen miles, we were

obliged to put up; for having left Doo-baunt

River, we were frequently obliged to wade above

the knees through fwamps of mud, water,

and wet fnow; which froze to our flockings and

fhoes in fuch a thick cruft, as not only rendered

walking very laborious, but at the fame time fub-

jected us to the danger of having our legs and

feet frozen.

wa. The weather on the twenty-firft was more fe-

vere than on the preceding day; but the fwamps

and ponds being by that time frozen over, it

was tolerable walking: we proceeded therefore

on our journey, but the wind blew fo frefh, that

we had not walked fixteen miles, before we found

that thofe who carried the canoes could not pof-

fibly keep up with us, fo that we put up for

the night. In the courfe of this day's journey
we



we croffed the North Weft Bay of Wholdyah'd ¡

Lake; which, at that part, is called by the Nor- -

thern Indians A Naw-nee-tha'd Whoie. This

day feveral of the Indians turned back, not being

able to proceed for want of provifions. Game'

of all kinds indeed were fo fcarce, that, except a

few geefe, nothing had been killed by any of our

party, from.our leaving the women and children

on the eleventh inftant, nor had we feen one deer

the whole way.

The twenty-fecond proved more moderate, 22d.

when all our party having joined, we again ad-

vanced to the North Eaft, and after walking about

thirteen miles, the Indians killed four deer. Our
number, however, had now fo incdeafed, that

four fmall Northern deer would fcarcely afford

us all a fingle meal.

The next day we continued our journey, ge- 23d.

nerally walking in the North Eaif quarter; and

on the twenty-fifth, croffed the North bay of 25th.

They-hole-kye'd Whoie, or Snow-bird Lake;

and at night got clear of all woods, and lay on

the barren ground. The fame day feveral of the

Indians ftruck off another way, not being able to

proceed to the Fort for want of ammunition.

As we had for fome days pafi made good jour.

nies, and at the fame time were all heavy-laden,
and in great diarefs for provifions, fome of

my companions were fo weak as to be obliged
to leave their bundles of furrs*; and many

others

$ Al the furrs thus left were properly fecured in caves and crevices of
thse
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, others were fo reduced as to be no longer capable
- - of proceeding with us, having neither guns nor

ammunition; fo that their whole dependence

for fuppori: was, n the fifh they might be able to

catch ;' and though fiflh was pretty plentiful.in
moit of the rivers and lakes hereabout, yet they

were not always to be depended on for fuch an

immediate fupply of food as thofe poor people re-

quired.

Though I had at this time a fufficient Rock of

ammunition to ferve me and all my proper com-

panions to the *ort, yet felf-prefervation being

the firi law of Nature, it was thought advifable

to referve the greateft part of it for our own ufe;

efpecially as geefe and other fmaller birds were

the only game now to be met with, and which,

if times of fcarcity, bears hard on the articles of

powder and fhot. Indeed moif of the Indians

who actually accompanied me the whole way

to the Factory had fome little ammunition re-

maining, which enabled them to travel in times

of real fcarcity better than thofe whom we left

behind; and though we afifted many of thern,

yet feveral of their women died for want. It is

a melancholy truth, and a difgrace to the little
humanity of which thofe people are poffeffed, to
think, that in times of want the poor women

always

the rocks, fo as to vith nd any attempt that might be mad on them by

b ai-; of pre', and f' ) ! hichded f t weather to tht n

probability, fe v ei themre on O,



always corne offd hort; and when eai dilirefs ap- 72.
proaches, many of them are permitted to ftarve, ç

when the rale·are amply provided for. ay.

The tweñtV-fath wasfine and pleafant Inthe 26th.

morning we fet out as ufaal, and after walking

about five rmiles the Indians killed three deer;

as our numbeis were greatly leffeùed, thefe ferv-

ed us for two or three meals, at a fmall expence

of atmmxunition.

In continuing our coarfe to the Eaftward, we soth,

croffed Cathawhachaga River, on the thirtieth of

Mav, on the ice, which broke up foon after the

laft perfon had croffed it. We had not been long

on the Eaft fide of the river before we perceived

bad weather near at hand, and began to make ever

ry preparation for it which our fituation Would
admit; and that was but very indifferent, being on

éntire barren ground. It is true, we had coiplete

fets of Summer tent-poles, and fuch tent-cloths as

are generally ufed by the Northern Indians in that

feafon; thefe were arranged in the befR manner,
and in fch places as were moft likely to afford

us fhelter from the threatening form.. The rain

foon began to defcend in fuch torrents as to make

the river overflow to fuch a degree as· foon to

convert our firfi place of retreat into an open fLèa,
and oblige us in the middle of the night to a4

femble at the top of an adjacent hiil, where the,

violence of the wind xvould fnot permit us to pitchl

a tent ; fo that the only fhelter we could obtain

was to take the tent-cloth about our Qioulders,
and
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and lit with our backs to the wind; and in this

--- ' fituation we were obliged to remain without

the leaif refretiment, till the rorning of the

third of June: in -the courfe of which time the
3 d. wind lhifted all round the compafs, but the

bad-weather ill continued, fo that we were con-

fiantly obliged to -fhift our pofition as the wind

changed.

The weather now became more moderate,

though there was Rill a freflh gale from the North

Weft, with hard froft and frequent fhowers of

fnow. Early in the morning, however, we pro-

ceeded on our journey, but the wet and cold I

had experienced the two preceding days fo be.

numbed my lower extremities, as to render walk.

ing for fome time very troublefome. In the

courfe of this day's journey we faw great num-

bers of geefe flying to the Southward, a few of

which we killed; but thefe were very difpropor-

tionate to the number of mouths we had to feed,
and to make up for our long fafting.

Stb. From that time to the eighth we killed every

day as many geefe as were fufficient to perferve

life; but on that day we perceived plenty of deer,

five of which the Indians killed, which put us

all into good fpirits, and the number of deer we

then faw afforded great hopes of more plentiful

times during the remainder of our journey. It

is almofl needlefs to add, that people. in our di.

flreffed fituation expended a little tine in eating,
and flicing fone of the flefli ready for drying;

but
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but the drying it occafioned no delay, as we fa- 1772.
ftened it on the tops of the women's bundles, and
dried it by the fun and wind while we were

walking; and, ftrange as it may appear, meat
thus prepared is not only very fubftantial food,

but pleafant to the tafte, and generally much
efteemed by the natives. For my own part I

muif acknowledge, that it was not only agreeable

to my palate, but after eating a meal of it, I

bave always found that I could travel longer

without vinuals, than after any other kind of

food. Ail the dried meat prepared by the Sou-
thern Indians is performed by expofing it to the
heat of a large fire, which foon exhaulis all the
fine juices from it, and when fufficiently dry to
prevent putrefa&ion, is no more to be compared

with that cured by the Northern Indians in the
Sun, or by the heat of a very flow fire, than
meat that has been boiled down for the fake of
the foup, is to that which is only fufficiently
boiled for eating: the latter has all the juices re-
maining, which, being eafily diffolved by the
heat and moifture of the flomach, proves a arong
and nourifhing food ; whereas the former being
entirely deprived of thofe qualities, can by no
means have an equal claim to that charader.
Moft of the Europeans, however, are fonder of it
than they are of that cured by the Northern Indi-
ans. The fame may be faid to the lean parts of
the beaft, which are fira dried, and then reduced
into a kind of powder. That done by the Nor-

thern
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1772, thern Indians is entirely free fronr fn&eke,, and

quite foft and mellow in the amouth-;. whereas

that which is prepared by the Southern tribes

is generally as- bitter as foot with fimxoke, and

is as hard as the fcraps ofhorn, &c. which are

burnt to make hardeninf for the cutlers. I

never knew, that any European was fo fdnd of

this as they are of that made by the Northernt

Indians.

9 th. On the ninth, as we were continuing our
courfe to the Fetory,: which then lay in the

South Eafi quarter, we faw feveral frmokes to the

North Eaft, and the fame day fpoke with many

Northern Indians, who were-going to Knapp's

Bay to meet the Churchil floop. Several of thofe

Indians had furrs with them, but having fore

time before taken up goods on truft at Prince of

Wales's Fort, were taking that method to .delay

the payment of themi. Defrauds of this kind

have been praaEifed by rnany of thofe people with

great fuccefs, ever fince the fuxrr.trade has been

eftablifhed with the Northern Indians at Knapp's

Bay; by which means debts to a confiderable

amount are annually loa to the Company, as well

as their Governor in the Bay.

Being defirous of improving every opportuni-

ty that the fine weather afforded, we did not lofe

much time in converfation with thofe Indi-

ans, but proceeded on our courfe to the South

Eaft, while they continued theirs to the North

EaFt
For
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For many days after leaving thofe people, we

had the good fortune to meet with plenty of pro- "

vifions; and as the weather was for a long time

remarkably fine and pleafant, our circumnftance s

were- altered fo much. for the better, that every

thing feemed to contribute to our happinefs, as if

defirous to make fobme amends for the fevere hun-

ger, cold,. and exceffive hardfhips that we had

fuffered long before, and which had reduced us

to the greateft mifery and want.

Deer was fa plentiful great part of the way,

that the Indians killed as many as were wanted,
without going out of their road; and every lake

and .river to whick we came feemed willing to

give us a. change of diet, by affording us plenty of

the fineft fifh, which we caught either with hooks

or nets. Geefe, partridges, gulls,, and many other

fowls, which are excellent eating, were alfo in

fuch plenty, that it only required amnmunition, in

fkilful hands, to have procu-red as many of-them2
as we could defire.

The only inconvenience we now feit was from

frequent fhowers of heavy rain ; but the inter-
vals between thefe lhowers being very warmr, and
the Sun fhining bright, that difficulty was eafily
overcome, efpecially as the belly was plentifully

fupplied with excellent victuals. Indeed the very
thoughts of being once more arrived fo near
home, made me capable of encountering every
difficulty, even if it had been hunger itfelf in the
moft formidable ihape.

On
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1772. On the eighteenth we arrived at Egg River,
from which place, at the folicitation of my guide

atir. Matonabbee, I fent a letter poft.hafte to the Chief

at Prince of Wales's Fort, advifing him of my

being fo far advanced on my returir. The wea-

ther at this time was very bad and rainy, which

caufed us to lofe near a whole day; but upon

the fine weather returning, we again proceeded

at our ufual rate of eighteen or twenty miles a

day, fometimes more or lefs, according as the

road, the weatlter, and. other circumftances,

would admit.

Deer now began to be not quite fa plentiful as

they had been, though we met with enough for

prefent ufe, which was all we wanted, eacli per.

fon having as much dried meat as he could con-

veniently carry, befides his furrs and other necef.

Early in the morning of the twenty-fixth we

arrived at Seal River*; butý the wind blowing

right up it, made fa great a fea, that we were

obliged

• Mr. Jeremie is ver>y incorrea in his account of the fituation of this

River, and its courfe. It is not eafy to- guefs, whether the Copper or

Dog-xibbed Indians be -the nation he calls Platfcotez de Cien:: if it be the

former, he is much miffaken; for they have abundance of beaver, and

other animals of the fur kind, in their country : and if the latter,

he is equally wrong to affert that they have copper-mines in their

ountry ; for neither copper nor any other kind of metal is in ufe arong

them.

Mr. jeremie was not too modeh wher raid, (fee Dobb's Account of

Hudfon's bay, p. 19.) " he could not any thing pofitively in going

farther
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obliged to wait near ten hòurs before we could 1772.
venture to crofs it in our little canoes. In the -

after-

farther " North ;" for in my opinion he never was fo far North or Wcft as

he pretends, othervife he would have been more corre& in his defcripti--

on of thofe parts.

The Strait he mentions is undoubtedly no other than what is now

called Chefnerfieldas Inlet, which, in fome late and cold feafons, it not clear

of ice the whole Summer: for I will affirm, that no Indian, either Nor-

thern or Southern, ever faw either Wager Water or Repulfe Bay, except

the two men who accompanied Captain Middleton; and though thofe

men were feleeed from fome hundreds for their univerfal knowledge of

thofe parts, yet they knew mothing of the coaft fo far North as Marble

4gand.
As a farther proof, that no Indians, except the Efquimaux, ever fre-

quent fuch high latitudes, unlefs at a great diflance from the fea, I muft
here mention, that fo late as the year 1763, when Captain Chriflopher
went to furvey Chetterfield's lnlct, though he was furnifhed with the

mofi intelligent and experienced Norther- Indiaris that could be

found, they did .not know an inch of the land to the North of Whale

Cove.

Mr. Jeremie is alfo as much milaken in what he fays concerning

Churchili River, as hewas in the direCtion of Seat River; for he fays that
no woods were found but in fome iflands which lie about ten or twelve
miles up the river. At the time he wrote, which was long before a fet-
tlement was made there, wood was in great plenty on both fides the ri-
ver; and that within five miles of where Prince of Wales's Fort now

flands. But as to the iflands of which he fpeaks, if they ever exifled.

they have of late years moi affsredly difappeared; for.fince the Cor-

pany have had a fettlement on that river, no one ever faw an illand in it
that produced timiber, or -wood of any defeription, within forty miles
of the Fort. Bot the great number of ftumps now remaining, from which,
in all probability, the trees have been cut for firing, are fufficient to prove
that when Churchill River was firft fettled, wood was then in great pleu-
ty; but in the courfe of feventy-fix years refidence in one place, it is ma-
tural to fuppofe it was much thinned near the Settiernent. Indeed for
fome years paft common fewel is fo fcarce near that Fatory, that it is the
chief employment of moft of the fervant, for upward of feven months in
the year, to procure as much wood as will fupply the fires for a Winter,
and a little timber for neceffary repairs.
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17-71. afternoon the weather grew more mod1e-ates fo
- that we. were enabled- to ferry over the river;

after which we refumed our journey, and at night

pitched our tents in fame tufts of willows in

light of the woods of Po-co-thee-kis:co River,

at hich we arrived early in the morning of the

twenty-eighth; but the wind again blowing-very
hard in the North Eaft quarter, it was the after-

29 th. noon of the twenty-ninth before.we could attempt

to crofs i.
Juft at the time we were croffing the South

branch of Po-co.thee-kis-co River, the Indians

that were fent from Egg River with a letter to

the Chief at Churchill, joined us on their return,

and brought a little tobacco and fome other ar-

ticles which I had defired. Though it was lte
in the afternoon before we had all croffed the ri-

ver,, yet we walked that evening till after ten

o'clock, and then put up dn one of the Goofe-

hunting Iflands, as they are generally called,
about ten miles, fi the Fa&ory. The next

morning I arrived in good lbealth at Prince of

Wales's Fort, after having been ablènt eighteen

months and twenty-three days on this laif expe-

dition; but from my firni fetting out with Cap-

tain Chawchinaha, it was two years feven months

and twenty-four days.

Though my difcoveries are not likely to prove

of any material advantage to the Nation at large,

or indeed to the Hudfon's Bay Ccmpany, yet I

have the pleafure to think that I have fully comi-

plied



A JOURNEY TO THE 3103

plied with the orders of my Mafters, and -that it 1772
has put a final end to all difputes, concerning a'-
North Weft Paffage through Hudfon's Bay. ItJ
will alfo wipe off, in fome meafure, the ill-ground-

ed and unjuft afperfions of Dobbs, Ellis, Robfon,
-and t-he Anmerican Traveller; who have ail taken

much pains to <ondemn the condu. of the Hud.

fon's Bay Company,as being averfe from difcove.

ries, and frQul elarging their trade.

CHA P
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C H A P. IX.

A fhoit Defcription of the Northern Indians, alfo
a farther Account of their Country, Manufac-

tures, Cuftoms, &c.

An account of theperfons and tenjers of the Nortbern

Indians.-They pofefs a great deal of art and cun.

ning.-Are very guilty offraud when in theirpow.

er, and generally exaJi m1 ore for their furrs than

any other tribe cf Indîans.-.Always difatisfed, yet

have theirgood qualitis.-The men in general jea.

ous cf their wives.-Their marriages.-Girls al-

ways betrothed when children, and their reafonsfor

it.-Great care and conßnement cf young girls from
the age of eight or nine years old.-Divorces coe

mon among thofe people.-Th2e women are lefs pro.

iîc than in warmer countries.-Remarkable piece

effuperiition obferved by the women at particular

periods.-Their art in making it an excufe for a

temporary feparationfrom their huJbands on any lit-

t/e quarreL.-Reckoned very unclean on thofe occafß-

ons.-The Northern Indians frequently, for the

want ffring, are obliged to eat their meat raw.-

Some through nece/ity obliged to boilit in veJfes made

cf the rind cf the 'birch-tree.-A remarkable di/h

among thoJe people.-The young animals always cut

out ofeheir dams eaten, and accounted a great deli-

cacy.-The parts of generation of all animals eat by
the
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the men and bos. Manneropaing their tine,

and method f kiing deer in Suzimer with bows-

and arrows-77heir tents, dog, j/Iedges, &c.-

Snow-hoes.-Their partiality to 'donefic vermin.

-Utmßextent of the Northern Indi4n ccOuntry.-

Face fthe country.-Species of fjh -A pecuiar

kind cf mofs i<eful for the fupport cfman.-Nor-
brn -Indian'method cf catching ' h ither with

ock or iets.:-Ceremony .bferved when two par-

fes cf thfe p o l n ee.-Diverflons m common ufe.

-fingular df6drddr bicb' atacks fome cfthofe

peop!ëè--Ihir fup /ition with refpect to the death

of tbeirfriends.-Cerenony obferved-n thfe occaji.

ons'.-Their ideâs oftbefrfinhabitant%f the world.

-- Nformocf religion ambngtben.---ReMrks on that

circumanice.- Thex :em mifeý to which cfd age

is expofed.-rbeir cpihiiof the Aurora Borealis,

&c.-Sorneccont'f Mtonabbee, anJ bis fervi

ces to bis cjuntry, as weIl as to the fludfcn's Bay

conpany.

S to the perfons of the Northern-Indians,
lTithey' a-e in general above the middle fize;

well-proportioned, flrong, and robuif, but not

corpulent. They do fnot polfefs that a&ivity or

body, and livelinefs ofdifpofition, which are fo

commonly met with among the other tribes of

Indians who inhabit the Weft coafl of Hudfon's

Bay.
Their complexion .is fomewhat of the copper

caft, inclining rather toward a dingy brown;

X * and
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and their hair, like all the other tribes in India,
is black, ftrong, and ftraight*. Few of the men

have any beard this feldom makes its appear-

ance till they are arrived at middle-age, and then

is. by no means equal in quantity to what is ob.-

ferved on the faces of the generality of Europe-

ansi; the little they have, however, is exçeeding-

ly ftrong and briftly. Some of them take i ut

little pains to eradicate their, beards, though it is

confidered as very un1?coming; and thofe who

do, have no other. r'peth.gd.than that of pulling it

0ut by the roots between their fingers and. the
edge of a blunt knife. Ne ther fex have any

hair under their armpits,. and very Iitle on any

other.part of the body, particularly the women;

but on the place where NatuWe plants the hair, I

never knew them attempt o eradicate it.

Their features are Deculiar, and diffgerent from

any other tribe in thofe parts; for they have very

low foreheads, fmall eyes, high' cheek-bones, Ro-

man nofes, fuIl cheeks, and in general long broad

chins. .Though few of either fez are exempt
from this national fet of features, yet Nature
feems to be more ftrif in her obfervance of it
among the females,/a4 they feldom vary fo much

as the men. Their fkins are foft, fmooth, and

polifhed; and when they are dreffed in %clean

clothing,

*I have feen feveral of the Southern Indian men who were near fix feet
high, preferve a fingle lock of their hair, that, when let down, woùld trail
on the ground as they walked. T his, however,iis but feldom feen; and
fome have fufpe&ed-it'to be falfe : but I have examined .the hair of
feveral of them and found it to be real;
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clothing, they are as free from an offelafive fiell
as any of the human ace.

Every tribe of Northern Indians, as well as the

Coper and Dog-ribbed Indians, have three or

four parallel black ftrokes marked on each cheek;

which is performed-by entering an awl or needle
under the kin, and, on drawing it ou.'t again,

immediately rubbing powdered charcoal Hnto the

wound.

Their difpofitions are in general morofe and

covetous, and. they feem sto be enthely unac-

quainted even with the name of gratitude. They
are for ever pleading poverty, even aimong them.

felves; and when they vifit the Facory, -there is

not one ofthem who has not a thoufand wants.

When any real difreffed objeas prefent them-

felves at the Company's Fa&ory, they are always

relieved with vi&uals, clothes, medicines, and eve-

ry other neceffary, gratis; and in return, they

inftrua every one of their countrymen how to

behave, in order to obtain the fame charity.

Thus it is very common to fee both men and

women corne to the Fort half-naked; when either

the fevere cold in Winter, or the extreme trou

blefomenefs of the flues in Summer, make it ne-

ceffary for every part to be covered. On thofe

occafions they are feldom at a lofs for a plaufible

ftory, which they relate as tlie occafion of their

diftrefs, (whether real or pretended,) and never

fail to interlard their hiftory with plenty of fighs,

groans, and tears, fometimes affeâing to- be lame,
Xz and
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and even blind, in order to excite pity. Indeed,
I know of no people that have more command of
their paffions on fuch occafions; and in thofe re-

fpe&s the women exceed the men, as I can affirm
with truth I have feen fome of them with one

fide of the face bathed in tears, while the other
bas exhibited a fignificant fmile. Falfe pretences
for obtaining charity are fo common among thofe
people, and fo often dete&ed, that the Governor
is frequently obliged to turn a deaf car to ma-
ny who apply for relief; for: if he did not, he
might give away the whole of the Company's

goods, and by degrees all the Northern tribe
would make a trade of begging, infiead of bring-

ing furrs, to purchafe what they want. It may

truly be faid, that they poffefs a confiderable de.

gree of deceit, and are very complete adepts in
the art of flattery, which they never fpare as
long as they find that it conduces to their inte-
reft, but not a moment longer. They take care
aways to feem attached to a new :Governor,
and flatter his pride, by telling him that .they
look up to him as the father of their tribe, on
whom they can fafely place -their dependance;
and they never fail to depreciate the generofity

of his predeçeffor, however extenfive that might

have been, however humane' or difinterefted his

condua; and if afperfing the old, and flattering
the new Governor,' has not the defired effeé in a
reafonable time, they reprefent him as the worft of

charaders, and tell him to his face that he is one
of
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oftheimon cruel f men-; that he hs no feeling

for the diftreffes of their tribe, and that many

have perifhed fr want of proper affiftance, (which,
if it be true, is only owing to want of humanity

among themfives,) and then they boaf of having

received ten times the favours and prefents from

his predeceffor. It is remarkable that thofe are

rnoftlavifh in their praifes, who have never either

deferved or received any favours frot him. In

time, howevergthis language alfo ceafes, and they
are perfe&ly reconciled to the man whom they

would willingly have made a fool, ;nd fay, " he

"is no child, and not to be deceived by them.'

They differ fo much from the reft of mankind,
that harfh uncourteous ufage feems to agree bet-
ter with the generality of them, particularly the

lower clafs, than mild treatment ; for if the leaft

refped be fhown hem, .it makes them intolera-

bly infolent,; and though fome of their leaders

may be exempt from this imputation, yet there

are but few even of them who have fenfe enough

,to fet a proper value on the favours and indul-

gences which are granted to them while they re-
main at the Company's Fa&ories, or çlfewhere

within their territories. Experience has con.

vinced me, that by keeping a Northern Indian at

a diflance, he may be made ferviceable both to

himfelf and the. Company ; but by giving him

the leaif indulgence at the Fa&ory, he will grow

indolent, ina&ive, and troublefome, and only
contrivç
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contriva methodsto tax-the generofity of an-Eu
ropean-

The greateif part of thefe people:never fail to

defraud Europeans whenever it is in their power,
and take every method to over-reach them in the

way of trade. They will difguife their perfons
and change their names, in order to defraud them
of their lawful debts, which they are fomi«etimes

permitted to contract at the Company's Fa&ory;

and all debts that are outflanding at the fucceffion
of a new Governor are entirely loft, -s they

always declare, and bring plenty of witneffes to

prove,. that they were paid long before, but that

theiî names had been forgotten to be -fruck out

of the book.
Notw'thftanding all, thofe bad qualities, they

are the mildefi tribe of Indians that trade at any

of the Company's fettlements; and as the great.
eft part of them are never heated with liquor, are

always in their fenfes, and never proceed to riot,
or any violence beyond bad lainguage.

The men arc in general very jealous of their

wives, and I make no doubt but the fane fpirit

reigns among the women; but they are kept f

much in awe of their hufbands, that the libeéty

of thinking is the grrateff privilege-they-en.iy.

The prefence of a Northern Indian man :frikes

a peculiar awe into bis wives, as he always affumes

the fanie authority over them that the mafler of
a family in Europe ufually does over his dome-

flic fervants.
Their
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Their ïartiages are not attended with any ce.
remony; all Matches are made by the parents- or
next of kin. On thofe occafions the omen feem
to have no choice, but implicitly Obey the will of

their parents, Who always endeavour to marry
their daughters to thofe that feem mof likely to
be capable of maintaining them, let-ihër age, per-
fon, or difpofition be tver lf defpicable.

The girls are always betrothed when children,
but never ta thofe of equal age, which is doubt.
lefs found policy with people izi their fituation,
where the exinfence of a family depends entirely

on the abilities and indufiry of a fingle man.
'Children, as they juftly obferve, ate-fo Iáble to
alter in their mnanners and difpofition, that it is
impoffible to judge fromn the a&tions of ëarly yQúth'
what abilities they iay pòffefs when they arrive
at puberty. For this reafon the girls are often
fo difproportionably matched for age, that it is.
very common to fee men of thirty'five or forty
years old have young girls of no more than ten
or twelve, and fometimes much younger. From
the early age of eight or nine years; they are pro

hibited by cufteom from joining in the moft inno.
cent amufernents with children of the oppofite

fex; fo that whën fitting in their tents, or even
when travelling, they are watched and guarded
with fach an tnremitting attention as cannot be
exceeded by the moft rigid difcipline of an Englifh
boarding-fchool. Cuftom, however, and confiant
example, make fuch uncommon reftraint and

confine.
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confimnem:e ft lightand ea on hiJen,

ofe tender. ages feem tr adopted to inno-
cent and cheerfulamufemenfs, than to be :oop-

edgup y thefideofgpvwmen, and conftantly
enployed in fcraping jins, mending fhoes, and
Ie.arnng other, domçfic luties neceffary n the
care. of afamly

Notwith.fadidinghofe uncornton reftraints
on the young girls, the conduf of their parent. is
by no meansiform r çon1iten with -this
plan ; asthey.fet.n bounds to their converfai-
on, bt talk before theri, and eyen to th m..on
the moft ipdeliate f -hje&s. s their 'ears are

accuftomed tofuch angage from their eariefI
youth, ths ha by no means the fame effe&on
them, iV;wouId have on girls born and educated
in a ciyilizedçountry, where every care is taken
to:preventatheir morais from being contaminated

by obfcene:converfation. The Southern Indians
are ill lefs delicate in converfation, in the pre-
fenceof their children

The women among:the Northern Indians are
in general more backward than the Southern
Indian women,; and .hugh it is well known
that neither tribelofe any timethofe early
connec'ions are feldomnprodu&mve e
fome years.

Divorces are pretty common among the Nor-
thern Indians; .fometimes for incontinency, but
mrore frequently for want of what they deem
neceffary accomplifhments, or for bad behaviour.

This
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ehsçremôny, n cether cafe; confifts.of£neither
mor por lefsThanla good bing,
ing tewornanou o doors teling her to go
to her pran mm ,-rplations crdipg the
nature ofher re .

encesyver kind in caufin thefe peo
pl b efs proli tha the ihabitants ofciv..
hized. nationsit isyvey cmmon to fee on
woman have more than fiveor ix children; and
thefe are always born.at fuch a diftancefronone
another, that he younge is generally two or.
three years old before another isbrought into the
world Their afy births and the cerenonies
which tak¢ place on thofe occafions, have already

been tenioned i fhail therefore- oly obferve
here, thattheymafme no ufe of cradles, like .the
Southern Indians, but only tie a lump of mofs
between their legs, and always: carry -their chil
drenat their backs,. next the &in,. till they are
able to walk. Though their method of treating
young çhildren is in this refpe& the mofi uncouth
and awkward I ever faw, there are few amwng
them that can be callèd deformed, and not one in
fifty who is not bow-legged

There arç certain periods at which they, never
permit the women to abide in the fame tent with
their- hubands. At fuclh times they are obliged
to ake-a fiall hovel for themfelves at fome dif-
tance from the othertents. As this is an uni-
verfalçcuflom among all the tribest it malfo a piece

of plicy. wit the women, upon any difference

with
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with their. hfbšhids tô rnakethat in e*tdife fôr

a ernphi-áry feparatiotr Wbenfelithò t any céêe
mony, hey créep nt (as i u thei ufuala ftô

on thofe bècafions) unitér he tvés of fiatfidè ôf

the tent at which they hàpperita be-fittiig'foi

atthofe time'they are not iriittedîtogoïinor

Out throughthe dof Thia eut1ni is fo gen¢ral-

ly prevalënt atrông thé wotnènthat I have-fre-

quently known foiè of 'the fulky dameEleave

their hufbaids and tent for fur or fie days at

a titne, and repeat the farce twice or thride in a

month, while the poor inu have n ee rufpeded
the deceit, or if they have, delicacy orr their pá

has-not petrnittedthem to enquireinto the' mtter.'

I have knowr Matonabbee's handfone ife who

eloped from hira in May one thoufand feven

hundred' and feventy-on, live thùr.nardy, as

they call it, (that is atone,) for Lèverai weeks to-

gether, onfder this pretence ; but as a proòf he

had fome fxficion, fle was always carefiully

watched, to prevent her from giving her compa-

ny to any other man. 'Te Southern Indians are

alfo very delicate in this point; for though they

do not force their wives to build a feparate tent,

they never lie under the farné clùthes during this

period. It is, however, equally true, that the

young girls, when thofe fymnptoms make* their

firif appearantè generally go a lfttle diRancefrom

the other tents for four or five days, and at their'

return wear a kind of veil or certain, made of

beads, fôr fQme tirne after, as a mark of inoden.y;
as
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.Uthey-are then confidered marriageabl and of
'courfeý are caUled women, though fomie at thofe
periods are not more than thirteen, while others
at the age of fifteen or fixteen have been reckon-

ed as cýhildren, though'apparently arrived at near-

ly their full growth.
On thofe occafions a remarkable piece of fuper-

fnition prevails among them; wormen in this fitu-

ation are never permitted to walk on the ice of

rivers or lakes, or near the part where the men

are hunting beaver, or where a flfhing-net is fet,
for feat of averting their fuccefs. They arealfo

prohibited at thofe times from partaking of the

head of any animal, gad even from walking in,
or croffing the track where the head of a deer,
moofe, beaver, and many other animals, have

lately been' carried, either on a fledge or on the

back. To be guilty of a violation Of this cufom

is confidered as of the greateft importance.; be-

caufe they lirmly believe that it would be a means

of preventing the hunter from having an equal

fuccfs in. his future excurforns.

Thofe poor people lve in fuch an inhofpitable

part of the globe, that for want of firing they are

frequently obliged to eat their vi&uals quite raw,

particularly ini the Summer feafon,. while on the.

barren ground ; but early cuftom and frequent

xeceffity make this pra&ice fo familiar to them,

that fo far from find:ig any inconvenience. arife

from it,' or having the leaif diflike to i, they

frequently do it by choice, antd particularly in the

article
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article of filh; jfor'whèn theydo nake a pretence

of dreffing t, they feldom wat k through. I

have frequently madè one ofa paty wh- has fat

round a freflhkilled deer, and afined in icking

the bones quite clean, whern I thought that the

raw brains and many other parts were exceeding-

ly good; id, however ftrange it may appear, I

nuft beftow the famë epithet on half-raw fifl:

even to this day I give the preference to trout,
falmn, and the browní tittermeg, when they are

not warm at the bone.

The extreme poverty of thofe Indians in gene.

ral will not permit one hailf of them to purchafe

brafs kettles from the Conpany; fo that the are

ill under the neceflity of continning their origi-

nal mode of boiling their vicluals in largé upright

veffels made'of birch-rind. As thofe veffels will

not adniit of being' expofed to the fire, the

Indians, to fupply the defe&, heatfitones i-ed-hot
and put them into the water, which foon occafi-

ons it to boil; and by having a confiant fucceflion

of hot fRones, they may continue the procefs àa

long as it is neceffary.' -This method of cooking,

though very expeditious, is attended with one

great evilthe vicTuals which'are thus prepared

are full ofnd: for the nories thus heatëd, and

then immerged in the water, are'not only liable

to fhiver to pieces, but rnany f them being of a

coarfe gritty nature, fall to~a-mafs of gravel in

the kettle, which cannot be prevented from mix-

ing with the vi&uals which are boiled in it. Be.

fides
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fides :this, they have feveral other methods of
preparing their food, fuch as roafting 10 y a
ftring, broiling i, &C.; but thefe need on father
defcription.

Tie moif remarkable difl among them, as well
as ail the other tribes of Indians in thofe parts,
both Northern and Southern, is blood mixed
with the half-digefted food which is found in the

deer's ftomach or paunch, and beiled up with a
fufficient quantity of water, to make it of the
confiftence of peafe-pottage. Some fat and feraps
of tender flefh are alfo Ihred fmall and boiled

with it. To. tender this difh more palatable,
they have a method of mixing the blood with
the contents of the ftomach in the paunch itfelf,
and hanging it up in the heat and fmoke of the
fire'for feveral days-; which puts the whole mafs
into a iate of fermentation, and gives it fucli an
agreeablttd taRe, that were it not for prejudice,
it mig eaten by thofe who have the nicel

dates. It is true, fome people with delicate

m chs woiild not-be eafily perfuaded to partake

f his difh, efpecially if they faw it dreffed.; for
mon of the fat which is boiled in it is firf chew.
ed by the men and boys, in order to break the
globules that contain the fat; by Tikchmeans
it all boils out, and mixes with the brot where
as, if it were permitted to remainas it caïne from
the knife, it would .fill be in lu mps, like fuet.
To dojuftice, however, to their cleanlinefs in this
particular, I muft obferve, that they are very

care-

317
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careful that, neither old people with bad teethy
nor young çhildren have apy handi. in pireggj

this1 difh. Ar firf I muft acknowledge that

was ratherihy in partaking of this mefs, þa.wben

Iwas4fuficently onvinced ofthe truth of the
above remarkI no longer madiany feruple, but

always thought it exceedingly good.

The fomach'of no other large ainmaLbee

the der is eaten by an of the Indians thatbor-.

der on Hudfon's Bay. In Winter, when the. der

feed on fine white mofs, he contents of the io-

mach is' fo much efteemred by them, thati . have

often feen them fit -ound. a deer where. it was
killed, and eat it warm out of the- paunch. In

Summer the deer .ked more coarfely, and there-

fore this difh, if it deferve that appellation, is then

not fo much in favour.

The young calves, fawns, beaver,.'&'. taken out

of the bellies ofmtheir mthers, are reckoned moit

delicate food.; and I am not the only European

who heartily joins in pronouncing them the great-

eft dainties that can be caten. Many gentlemen

who have ferved with me at Churchill, as well as

at York Fort and the inland fettlements will
readily agree with me in affetting, that no one

who ever got the better of prejudice fo far as to

tafte of thofe >oung animals, but has iminediate-

ly become exceffively fond of thern; and the

fame may be faid of young geefe, dudcs, &c. in

the fhell. In fa&, it is almoIt become a proverb

in the Northern feulements, that -whoever
wifhes

.318
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wiNes t9 ow whas g9Qd, muftive witFthe
Indians.

*Thçparts o' generation heongjag toaiy beaf
thiey-ki4, .Mh male and. fre, grçalw e

part yn.'h ay a4ešte r
particularly inthe maies, are generally very tough4
theyuie -notk on aiy ga,çq, rtqbeçut with an
dgeeQIbb tQg tqpieççs witlW the teeth; and

wheiany part 0f them pvtoo totig to be
m4&iated, ki tithowi*..nto the fue and burut.
Fog the Iiidians believefirmly, that if a dog fhould
eat any part of them, it would have the fame ef.
fe&c on th-eir fuccefs in hunting, that a woman
croßinag their hunting-track at an improper peri-
od would have. The fame ill-fuccefs is fuppofed

lfattend themi if a wo»n. eat any of thofe
partî

They are alfp çnarkably fondôf tlhe womb of
the buffalo eç;deer, &. e w theygerl"
devour Without wahing, o ary other procefs
but barely fkoking ut the co nt.This, in
fome of the larger animalsand'efpecially whe
they ar ti¢gi gone with young, needs, no
defeription to make .tfulciently difiting;
and yet I have known fome in the Company's
fervice remarkably fond of the dilh though I am
not oné of the number. The womb of the bea.
ver and deer is well enough, but that of the moofe
and buffalo is very rank, and truly difgufting*.

Our

*The Indian method of pieparing this unaccountable diih is by throwing

the
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Our Norhern Indians who irade a thé Fa&a-
ry, as well as all the Copper tribe, pafstfheir
wIiole fexmf on thé bärrenjourd whre they

ae v Pll fnid ity% .f Uieerd l .foíi
of thçrhrrs aîïrdhkesàî igréëàt' abinaceo ififfi î-i sn ne

Their bows andàrrows though their original
weapons; -are,fince the itoddion of is'rêarriis
among thei, Sbnom of litied ufe, éxcpt in kIli-
ing deer as they walk or rurn through a narrow

pafs

the filthy bag acrofs a pole diéealy over the fire, theimke of w ch they

Tay much improves it, by taking ofT the originaiavö nd when .any
ft to be cooked, a 1argç fiake like as much tripe, is cut off and boiled

for a few minutes; but the many large nodes with which the infide'of'the
womb'is Rludded, make it aborinable. Thefe odes are asincapable of
being diveffed of moilure as the kin of a live eel; but when boiled,
muuch refemble, both in, Ihape and colour, theyolk of an egg, and are fo
called by the natives, and as eagerly dèvéurïd b'y mth .

The.t ipe of Ïhe buffalo is exceedinglyood, and the India method of

cooking it infinitelyfuperior -to tbatpeaifed inEurope. When oppor-
tunity will permit, they wafh it toierably lean in. cold water, (Irip of all
the honey-comb, an orly boil- it abourt half, or three-quarters of an
.hodr: in that ime it is fufficiently done for-eating; and though.rather
tougher than what is prepared in England, yet is exceedingly pleafant to
the tafle, sn muif be much 'inore nourilhing tha' tripe that has. been

foked and fcrubbed in many hot waters, and then boiled for ten or twelve

hours.

The leffer flomach, or, as fome call it, the many-folds, either of buf-
falo, moofe, or deer, are ufnally eat raw, and are very good; but that of

the moofe, uniefs great care be taken in wafhing it, is rather bitter, ow-
ing to the nature of their food.

The kidneys of both modfe and buffàlo are ufually eat raw by the-Sou.

thern Indians; for no fooner is one of thofe beafis killed, than the hun-

ter rips up its belly, thrufls in bis arm, Cnatches out the kidneys, and eats

them warm, before tie animal is quite dead. They alfà at times put their
mouths to the wound the ball'has made, and fuck the blood; which

they fay quenches thirft, and is very nourifhing.
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pafàprepared for their reception, where feveral

Indians lie concealed for that purpofe. This me-

thod of hunting is only praticable in Surmmer,

and on the barren ground, where they havé an

extenfive profpe&, and can fe the herds of de"r

at a great diftance, as well as difcover the nature

of the country, and make every neceffary ar-

rangement for driving them through the narrow

defiles. This method of hunting is performed

in the following manner:

When the Indians fee a herd of deer, and intend

to hunt them with bows and arrows, they ob-

ferve which way the wind blows, and always get

to leeward, fo' fear of being fmelled by the deer.

The next thing to which they attend, is to fearch

for a convenient place to conceal thofe who are

appointed to fhoot. This being done, a large

bundle of fticks, like large ramrods, (which they

carry with them the whole Summer for the pur.

pofej are ranged in two ranks, fo as to formn

the two fides of a very acute angle, and the fticks

placed at the diftance of. fifteen or twenty yards

froi each other. When thofe neceffary arrange-

ments are completed, the women and boys fepa-

rate into two parties, and go round on both

fides, tili they form a crefcent at the back of the

deer, which are drove right -forward; and as-

each of the ftikks has a fmall flag, or more pro-

perly a pendant, faftened to it, which is eafily

waved to and fro by the wind, and a lump of

mofs ftuck on each of their tops, the poor timq-

Y rous
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r.ous deer, prob~ably taking them for ranks of
people,- generally run ftraight forward between

the two ranges of fcks, till they get among the

In3dianls, wjio lie concealed in fmall circular fea-
ees, Made with loofe Ro»es, mols, &c. When

the deer approach very near, tbe Indians who are
thus concealed ftart up and iboot; but as the
deer generally pafs along at fui fpeed, few Indi-

azis have time to fhoot more tbn one or two r-
rows, unlefs the herd be very large.

This method of huntingîis not always attended

with equal fuccefs,; for fometimes after the indi-
aps have been at the trouble of making places of

fhelter, a4 arranging the fiag-fticks, &fc. the deer

will make off another way, before the women and

children can furround them. At other tihpes I

have feen eleven or twelve of them killed with

one volley of arrows ; and if any gun-men attend
on thofe occafions, they are alvways placed behind
the other Indians, in order to pick up the deer

that efcape the bow-men. By thefe means I

have feen upwards of twenty fine deer killed at

one broadfide, as it may be terwed.

Though the Northern Indians may be faid to

kill a great number of deer in this manner during

the Summer, yet they have fo far lot the art of

lhooting with bows and arrows, that I never

knew any of them who could take thofe weapons

oly, and kill either deer, moofe, or buffalo, in

the common, wandering, and promifcuous me-

thod of hunting. The Southern Indians, though

they
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Xhey h9ve been Jkpger 1d to re44r are far
More epeprt with thp þçw and ar w
ghpgl epopes,

Tbe ten=s ma4e 4fe of by thofe
m Sm mer -ad Winte, are generally compofed
of deer-fkins in the hair; and fpr ee e
prrage, ae always § d i 4nal pies, fo
ex~eding Ee bup i4s ip e. T4
tenis, as .alQ their kettle.s, apid Corne pher pm
ber, are always carred:y dgs, wich are trai-
e4 to thatt feryce, -andreeryocile and trace..
ble. Thofe animals .ar of ,variopS fizes and co-
lours, but all of the fox and wolf breed, with fharpPofes, -full buy tails 4 farp ears ianding
eyec'- Thley are .of gr£atcogrrge hen ptacked,
and bite fo 0harp, that -he cnaulef1 r
them wilI 1eep fe al pf.opxr arg d zng oS
a.t bay, if he can get up in e cornÇr. Thefe
dogs are equally willing to ihaul n a :fledge, Puras few of the muen wiUl be at the tronble of mak.
ing fledges for themr, the poor women are oblig.

d to conteet themnfelves with leffeiPg the bulk
oftheir load, more than the weight, by making
,the dogs carry thefe artijes only, whjch are a-
ways la.beC on their backs, much after the fame
.npanner as pacs are, or ufed formerly to be, P
pack-horfes.

In the fall of the year, and as the Winter ad-
vances, thofe people few the £ins of the deers
legs together in the fhape of long po;rtmanteauî,
which, when hauled on the fnow as the hair ies,

yar
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are as flippery as an otter, and ferve them as
temporary fled!ges while on the barren ground;
but when they arrive at any woods, they then
iMake proper fledges, wihthin. boards of the
larchtree, generally known in Hudfon's Bay by
the name of Juniper.

Thofe fledges are of various fizes, according to
the ftrength of the perfons who are to haul them
fome I have feen were not lefs than twelve or
fourteen feet long, and fifteen or fixteen inches
wide, but in general they do not exceed eight or
nine feet in length, and twelve or fourteen inches
in breadth.

The boards of which thofe fledges are compof.
cd are not more than a quarter of an inch thick,
and feldoim exceed five. or fix inches in width;
as broader would be very unhandy for the Indi-
ans to work, who have no other tools than an or-
dinary knife, turned up a little at the point,
fron which it acquires the name of Bafe-hoth
among the Northern Indians, but among thé
Southern tribes it is called Mo-co-toggan. The
boards are fewed together with thongs of parch-
ment deer-Ikin, and feveral crofs bars of wood
are fewed on the upper fide, which ferves both
to ftrengthen the fledge and fecure the ground-
lafhing, to which the load is always faftened by
ôther fmaller thongs, or firipes of léather. _The
head or fore-part of the fledge is turned up fo as to
form a fermi-circle, of at leaif fifteen or twenty in-
ches diameter. This prevents the carriage from
diving into light fnow, and enables it to flide over

the
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the inequalities and harçi drifts of fnow which are

conftantly met with on the open plains and barren

grounds. The trace-or draught.line to thofe fledg.

es is a double ftring, or flip of leather, nade fait

to the head; and the bight is put acrofs the fhoul-
ders ofthe perfon who hauls the fledge, fo as to

reif againft the breaft. This contrivance, though
fo fimple, cannot be inproved by the moni inge-

nious collar-maker in the world.

Their fnow-fhoes differ from all others made
ufe of in thofe parts; for though theyare of the

galley kind, that is, flarp.pointed before, yet
they 'are always to be worn on one foot, and

cannot be 1hifted from fide to fide, like other

fnow-fhoes ; for this reafon the inner-fidè of the

frames are almoif ftraight, and the outer-fide bas

a very large fweep. The frames are generally

made of birch-wood, and the netting is compof-

ed of thongs of deer-fkin; but their modeof fill-

ing that compartment where the foot refas, is

quite different from that ufed among the Sot

thern Indians.

Their clothing,- which chiefly confits of deer

fkins in the hair, makes them very fubje& to be

loufy; but that is fo far from being thought a

difgrace, that the beft among them amufe them-

felves with catching and eating thefe vermin;

of which they are fo fond, that the produce of a

loufy head or garment affords them not only

pleafing amufement, but a delicious repait. My

old guide, Matonabbee, was fo remairkably fond4,

of thofe little vermin, that he frequently fet five

or



A -k:KÊY t 0 tff.Ë

deétq.,&.iïî. fliïft§, .ýtýhe.-p.-ôdûee ôf wfiitlï-

lhd iiic-Iktd.- théltâ ili à§,

epietire Wcu'Id t-hé iù.itc i.fi î thèéfé-. lqè, 0 f f é -
ellwëd !te- thà-fl - leh M"ufethlëii;,, *as rîôt. ôlàiy

véty ple2tfiti-g bût thaf t hê ébjè lý è ftârch'

were very good ý#'hl*cý*li I ga'»-" *-ý--hifù- ére-dit!i

deà-vbtLft-ý fô habitüýàté, ftîyfe.f f-6 évé,fy. éth et' pâtf

ef t héir' dietj y- i à§ 1 waà bià -à' -f6"j'oütâét

alf-mjng-, therhe 1 had. " riâ iiî*Iitiàtioen, to elèuft'&È.-
rnyfélf td fuch. daio-i'ti-e &- âs - l c6uld., . 4-ôt.'Virècüùê. ifi
that part, df thci Wdtld tvhètd ývýý ffidû id *liüèdý

Thé South-crâ Iiidià.ïïs.ý and E-fý m
e4jùâllý foild ôf t-dfé vëËmlÉïé *hih ar

t-èüýa, b1t, l'à the êyé.§ of âh, Eüfâpean ita:ye tli-é
làtte'fý hàVê' üfýalïy Offiât daifttf.Cà. ôf, à fimilàr kifid
fôt belidë ftiakitiS ù'fé of tràiii.;6il . a§ à dofiJial - âtid
as fauce to their M'eàt,-l have freq

ùïtrin éît à Wh-old hà, nýdfùl- âf rnýîggët-s thât Vvère
pr6dùcýed ià rffee-t byý fly'-b-dý#ý,- 1' is, théït 1 Ëôli-
fliât cüftd,.%ii t' eàt thé, filth îhir clgffi"eg feolâ, the:

nôfë ';ýrid výhëù theW îýdfé-S' blééd by aÉC,'I'dé'ùýti-
thèy liclcthlè bloôd.ïtito; thêie.Ë tnôàths>, âü«d:

The" tfack. ôf làn-d 'n«'hàFitè-d hý- fle théÉÉ

India fis- ià -ýérïî êjttéàfi-ei ÊëachiÊg ffâ M the W-ty.

t.,a,. eighkiyâ dýég"ëê- ëf Nôf't,>h'*.Ia>i'
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fûd; à ñd fotn Eàf t'd Wefô ir ùpwltd of Tié

hundred rmiles Wide. fris boaded byr Chath

ilI Itivër on the Sôth; the Atài-pufcfw Indiantš

Contriy on the Weff; the tYog.ibbed and Cop

per Iridians' Country dti tire North; and 6 y IId-
fon's Day oi the Ea. The ldi throùghotft
thait whole trck of co6ttr is fcaÉcet any' th iig

but one folid tnaf of rocks and floiies, and iii
mofn parts very hilly, particulatly to the Wèft
waxrd, ariong the ioods. The fdrface, it is very
(te, is in nioft places covered with a thit foâd'of

fs, itêrùnied with the eoôts of the Wee-fa:ca-

puca, crárberties, anid a few othef infigniifican

Pinubs and herbage ; but undèr ik there is in ge-
ieral a tôtal want of foîi, capable of producing

any thing exCept what is peculià to the lirnat&
Somàe of the iharlfàçs, indeed, produce fe eaIl

kirids of grafe, the growth of which is armazingly

apid ; but this is ddratá out With f6 fpåring a band

as to be barely feffient to ferve the geefd, fwan§

and other birds of paffage, during thei inigrati

Ôis in the Spting, and Fali, while thef reinalix

in a moulting flate.

The mîaiý lakes and rivers with whichthis part
óf the country abdunds, though ther do not fut.

lifi thé riativeës with watet-cairiage, ave vet 0f

ínfinite advantage to thtû; as theý aord gteit

MnribeWs òf fifh, both in Sutnrêr afnd WintUr.

Th& ôaly fpêciés daight iù thofe parts are troüt,

tittameg, (or tickomeg,) tench, two forts of bär

b1e (åfled 8d tke Sbtheth indiaxiSNá-fay-pith,)
burbot,
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burbot, pike, and a few perch, The four former
dre caught in ail parts of this country, as well the
woody as the barren ; but the thrçe latter are only
caught to the Weaward, in fuch lakes and rivers
as are fituated among the woods; and though
fome of thofe rivers lead to the barren ground,
yet the three laif mentioned fpecies of fifh are fel-
dom caught beyond the edge of, the woods, not
even in the Summer feafon.

There is a black, hard, çrumply mofs, that
grows on the rocks and large flones in thofe

parts, which is of infinite fervice to the natives,
as it fometimes furnifhes them with a temporary
fubfiftence, when no -animal food can be pro-
cured, This mofs, when boiled, turns to a
gummy confiflence, and is more clammy in the
mouth than fago; it may, by adding either mofs
or water, be made to almoif any confiflence.
It is lb palatable, that all who tale it generally
grow fond of it. It is remarkably good and
pleafing when ufed to thicken any kind of broth,
but it is generally moft efteemed when boile4 irq
fifh-liquor.

The only method practifed by thofe people to
catch fifh either in Winter or Summer, is by
angling and fetting nets; both of which methods
is attended with much fuperfltion, cerernony, aid
unneceffary trouble; but i will endeavour tq
defcribe them in as plain and brief a manner as
poffible.

When they make a new fifhing-net, which is
always
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always compofed of fmall thongs cut from raw

deer.kins, they take a number of birds bills and

feet, and tie them, a little apart from each other,
to the head and foot rope of the net, and at the

four corners generally faften fome of the toes

and jaws of the otters and jackafbes. The birds

feet and bills made choice of on fuch occafions

are generally thofe of the laughing goofe, wavey,
(or white goofe,) gulls, loons, and black-heads;

and unlefs fome or all of thefe be faftened to the

net, they will not attenpt to put it into the wa-

ter, as they firmly believe it would not çatch a

ingle fifh.

A net thus accoutred is fit for fetting whene-

ver occafion requires, and opportunity offers; but

the firft filh of whatever fpecies caught in it, are

not to be fodden in the water, but broiled whole

on the fire, and the flefh carefully taken from

ýhe bones without diflocating one joint; after

which the bones are laid on the fire at full length

gnd burnt. A «rict obfervancç Qf thefe rules is fup-
pofed to be of the utmon importance in promot.

ing the future fuccefs of the new net; and a

negled of them would render it. not worth a

farthing*.
When they fifh in rivers, or narrow channels

that

* They frequently fell new nets, which have not been wet more than

once or twice, becaufe they have not been fuccefsful. Thofe nets, when

fokcd in water, are eafily opened, and then make moft excellent heeland

toe netting for fnow-fhoes. in general it is far fuperior to the netting

cut by the Southern Indian women, and is not larger than common net-

twine.

329
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that joir t*ô 1akeË tògéthée, theécould fté4détt.

ly, by tying two, threë, or inre iets togethèr,

fpread over the whole breadth of the chaninel,
anid intercept every lzable fifh tiat paffed; but
inftead of thát, they fcatter thi nets at a confide-

rable difnance fiomr each other, fidrm a fupetiti.

ous notion, that werê thèý kept clofe tcgether,
one net would be jealous of its neighbour, and by
that means · ot one of them w.ould catch a finglè

The niethods ufed, and.fticlr obferved, when

arrgling, are eqùally abfurd as thofe I have nenti.

oned; for when they bait a hook, a compolfitiöd

of four, five, of fix articles, by way of charm, is

concealed urider tihe bait, which is always fewed

tound the hook. In fa&, the onMy bait üfèd by
thofe p'eople is ui their opinidti a contpdfition of
charmns, iidôflfd withiin a bit of fifh 1kin, fo as in

fenie treafure to efmirüble a finall fiflh. The

thingg ufed by way of charm, are bits of beaver

tails and fat, otter's vents aird teeth, rtifk-rat's

guts and tails; lootd's vents, fquirrel's tdRticIos,

thé crudled tdilk takern out of the ftorach of

fuéking fwns arid ceakes, humtíari hair, and ntitw.

berlefs other articles equally abfurd.

E-téty maflei of a fatllyr, and indeed altioft

evey other perfon, particularly the -men, have a

fmall bundle of fuch trafh, which they always

carry with them, both in Summer and Winter;

and without fome of thofe articles to put under

th&it bait, fe' of themi cotuld be prevailed upon
to



fàcild'that- théy. tûaý a fI 1iâ hithèé -tène, a
et eufpt tdai ù g itlo futéh afflaiTce.- eth4
ha' aéltoIý a, -. trtdâ «I th ât ilfh 6f thfie aïài feeci

fond cf diffêr.éùt tilrfgs; 1 hat aittof eitdty
kkê xanc rIhet ilic*r -atx*v atO Obii ë théTi to ai-

ter the compofition of the chartr., Ihe. faine*
r ile is cibfeive'd du btôifiÉ(g thé fidift frtits of a
D:dt hoàk thit Ih ,ûfed for aà trëe xÉei ;r anôd

fnc6k. ftha t lias âýlready beenr fùtce fÈfu.l lit catch.-

itig fàrîge fifh i êfteerndd 6f xiuxre îýàa1Ue, thai
a hanidfcd of nïeW Ôneà w:hich havt n«Ver freeti

béetr alfo, aS welf as fif:h, are ecery tiatirôtis
ii nîïfa#iy paits -of this -country; particularly toà
the. IS ott f tiefi ±ri dêgree of latid&.
Alpile. hareý arë af pats- of flic barreni

gitourfrd px'etý pént*iftxl,- where alfo 'fie herd's
of nikfý-axeff* are to Ire men't wirh ; and to thé
WeftwaItd, emocng thLe wiode, -there are- 'f&re

ràbffihs anid prrde.With althf fèeeninüg

fources ofi petty5 howev, Orne Iri f h
habitants, and perhaps the otheèr hif alfa, nir

frequentylý fhi daànger of being1 llarïved tai dearh,
owinrg pWatItl O their *ant 6f oe'anoý and
inofl 6f thefe feenes of' difirefs iappeti drr

theit jýournie toj atd: froraý Princ hééof WaIéeýss

Fâdï, the orly place at vtr'hich they trade.

.Wh',eit Nottrrr ridia'n~ are -at the Faxcoy,-

thyare .vey 1iilfe to >ftl 'any tigt

think
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think will be ferviceable; particularly iron hoops,

fmall bolts, fpikes, carpenters tools, and, in fhort,

all fmall pieces of iron-work which they can turn

to advantage, either for their own ufe, or for the

purpofe of trading with fuch of their country-
men as feldom vifit the Company's Settlement:

among themfelves, however, the crime of theft is

feldom heard of.
,When two parties of thofe Indians meet, the

ceremonies which pafs between them are quite

different from thofe made ufe of in Europe on

fimilar occafions; for when they advance within

twenty or thirty yards of each other, they make

a full halt, and in general fit or lie down on

the ground, and do not fpeak for fome minutes.

At length one.of them, generally an eldery man,

if any be in, company, breaks filence, by acquaint,

ing the other party with every misfortune that

has befallen him and. his companions from the

laaf time they had feen or heard .of each other;

and alfo of all deaths and other calamities that

have befallen any other Indians during the fane

period, at leaa as many particulaes as have come
to his knowledge.

When the-firif has finilbed his oration, another
aged orator, (if there be any) belonging to the
other party relates, in like manner, ail the bad
news that has come to his knowledge; and both

parties never fail to plead poverty and famine on

all occafions. If thofe orations contain.any news

that in the leaft affe& the other party, i is not

long
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long before fome of them begin to figh and fob,
and foon after break out into a loud cry, -which

is generally accompanied by moft of the grown

perfons of both fexes; and fometimes it is

cominon to fee them all, men, women, and chil-

dren, in one univerfal howl. The young girls,
in particular, are often very obliging.on thofe oc.

cafions; for I never remember to have feen a

crying match (as I called it) but the greateif part

of the tompany affifted, although fome of them

had no other reafon for it, but that of feeing

their companions do the fame. When the firft

tranfports of grief fubiide, they advance by de-

grees, and both parties mix with each other, the

men always affociating with the men, and the
women with the women. If they have any to-

bacco among them, the pipes are paffed round

pretty freely, and the converfation foon becomes

general. As they are on their firft meeting ac-

quainted with all the bad news, they have by this

time nothing left but good, which in general has

fo far the predominance over the former, that in

lefs than half an hour nothing but fmiles and

cheerfulnefs are to be feen in every face; and if
they be not really in want, fmall prefents of pro-

vifions, ammunition, and other articles, often

take place; fometimes merely as a gift, but more

frequently by way of trying whether they cannot

get a greater prefent.

They have but few diverfions; the chief is

fhooting
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£ho9tig at.a mark with I eoW ad argOwp; and
a.o:t.her opt4por g çe, TaUkc oll, wich in
fome ieifute refembles pjayig with oits;
only ià is done with 4hort c14ks, gbarp t opeend.
They alWo -nufe themfelves at titges yith dancfo

i4g, which is always performe4 in the pight. It
i5 remnarkable that thre people,.though a diind

iiatnn, Jhave pevcr a4çpted any mnode cf dancing
of tiiir pwn, ojr ay fongs to which they can
daice ; fo thgt when any thing of thiskipd is
attemped, whic4 is b4t fej4on, they always goen-
deavour to inmitate cither the Dog-ribbed or $ou-
~thern J4ians, þ~ust ore commonly the former, as
few of plhem are (ulcic tgy acquainted either
yith the Southerp In4iai Iaaggage, or thir 'a'-

per pf dai4ng. The og.,ribbed metdiJoc is uit

yery difficui to earn, as it Qoniy çonfifts in lift-
ieg the feet alternately from the gpound in a

very quic- fucceflion, and as high, as poible,
withopt .moving the body, which ihou1d be kept
qiite Ùill and mqi9nlefs; the hands at the fame
ime being clofed, ad held clofe to the breal,

and the head inclining:for ward. This 4iverfion

is always performned guite naked, except the
breech-clQth, and at times that is alfo thrown off;
and the dançers, who feldom exceed three or
four at a time, always Raa4 clofe to .the muific.
The mufic may, by firaining a point, be called
both vocal and infrumental, 'though both are
:iufficiently humble. The former is no more

than.
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than a frequent repetition of the words hee, hee,
Ihee, ho, ho, ho, &c. which, by. more or lefs
frequent repetition, dwelling onger on one word
and fhorter çn another, and raifing and lowering
the vojçe, pr9duce fomething like a tune, ançi
has the defired effeE. This is always accompani.
ed by a .drum gr tabor; and fometimes a kind of
rattle is addeçl, made with a piece of dried buffa-
jo kin, in Ihape exa&ly like an oil-fla.k, into
which they put a few fhot or pebbles, which,
when fhook about, produces mufic little inferior
to the druin, thouigh not fo .loud.

This mode of dancing naked is performed on.
ly by the men; for when the women are order.
gd to 4lance, they always exhibit without the
tent, to mufic which is played within it; aç4
though their method of -dapcing is perfely de.
cent, -yet it has fill lefs meaning and action than
that of the men: for a whole heap of them crowd
together in a flraight line, and jUft flufle them-
felves a little fromn right to left, and back again
in the fane Une, without lifting their feet from
the ground; and when the mufic fops, tbhey all
.give a little bend of the body and knee, fomewhat
like an awkward curtfy, and pronounce, in a lit-
tie fhrill tone, h-e-e, h-o-o-o-e.

Befide thefe cliverfions, they have another Gm-
pie in-door game, which is that of taking a bit
of wood, a button, or any other fmall thing, and
after fhifting it from hand to hand feveral times,

alking

ý3'5
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afking their antagonit, which hand it is in?
When playing at this gaie, which only admits
of two perfons, each of them have ten, fifteen
or twenty fmall chips of wood, like matches; and
when one of the players gueffes right, he takes
one of his -antagonift's fticks, and lays it to his
own; and he that firft gets al the flicks from
the other in that manner is faid to win the gaie,
which is generally for a fingle load of powder
and fhot, an arrow, or fome other thing of incon-
fiderable value.

The women never mix in any of their diverfi-
ons, not even in dancing ; for when that is re.

quired of them, they always exhibit without the
tent, as has been already obferved;, nor are they
allowed to be prefent at a feaif. Indeed, the
whole courfe of their lives. is· one continued fcene
of drudgery, viz. carrying and hauling heavy
loads, dreffing fkins for clothing, curing their
provifions, and pra&ifing other neceffary dome.
flic duties which are required in a family, with-
out enjoying the leaif diverfion of any kind,. or
relaxation, on any occafion whatever; and except
in the execution of thofe homely duties, in which
they are always inftructed from their infancy,
their fenfes feerm almoft as dull and frigid as the
zone they inhabit. There are indeed fome ex-
ceptions to be met with among them, and I fup-
pofe it only requires indulgence and precept to
mnake fome of them as lofty and infolent as any

women



NGRTHERN OCEAN.

women in the world. Though they wear their
hair at full length, and neyer de it up, like the

Southern Indians ; and thoggh not one in fifty of
them is ever poffeffed of a comb, yet by a won-
derful dexterity of the fingers, and a good deal

of patience, they make.fhift to ftroke it oui fo as
fnot to leave two hairs entangled.; but when their

heads are infefled with vermin, from which very

few of eitherfex are free, -they mutually aliift each

other in keeping them under.

A fcorbutic diforder, refembling the'worftaftage

of thé itch, confumptions, and fluxes, are their
chief diforders. The firif of thefe, though very

troublefome, is never known to prove fatal, un-

lefs it be accompanied with fome inward com-
plaint; but the two latter, with a few accidents,
carries off great numbers of both fexes and all

ages: indeed few of them live to any great age,
probably owing to the.great fatigue they under,

go from their youth up, in procuring a fubfli,

flence for themfelves and their offspring.

Though the fcorbutic diforder above mention.

ed do.es appear. to be infealious, it is rare to fee

one have it without the whole tent's crew being

4nore or lefs affe&ed with it; but this is by no

means a proof of its being contagious ; I rather

attribuie it to the effe&s of fome bad water, or

the unwholefomenefs of fome fifh they may

catch in particular places, in the courfe of their

wandering manner of life. Were it otherwife,

a figle family would in a liort time communi-
7 catç-
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cate it to the whole tribe; but, on the contrary,

the difeafe is never known to fpread. In the

younger fort it always attacks the hands and feet,

not even 'fparing the palms atid foles. Thofe of

riper years generally have t about the wrifts, in.

fieps, and pofteriors ; and in the latter particu-

larly, the blotches, or boils as they may juftly be

called are often as large as the top of a nian's

thumb. This diforder moif frequently makes

its appearance in the Summer, while the Indians

are out in the barren ground ; and though it is

by no'means reckoned dangerous, yet k is fo ob-

flinate, as not to yield to any medicine that has

ever been applied to it while at the Company's Fac-

tory. And as the natives themfelves never make

ufe of any medicines of their own preparing,
Nature alone works the cure, which is never per-

formed in, lefs than twelve or eighteen months;

and fome of them are troubled with this difagree,

able and loathfome diforder for years before they

are perfe&ly cured, and then a dark livid mark

remains on thofe parts of the 1kin which have

been affeded, for mapy years afterwards, and in

*fome during life.

When any of the principal Northern Indians

die, it is generally believed that they are conjur.

ed to death, either by fome of their own coun-
trymen, by fone of the Southern Indians, or by
fome of the Efquimaux : too frequently the fuf-

picion falls on the latter tribe, which is the grand

yeafon of their never being at peace with thofe
poOr
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poor and diftreffed people. For fome time paft,
however, thofe Efquimaux who trade with our
floops at Knapp's Bay, Navel's Bay, and Whale

Cove, are in perfe& peace and friendfhip with the
Northern Indians; which is entirely owing to the
proteftion they have for feveral years paft receiv-
ed from the Chiefs at the Company's Fort at
Churchill River*. But thofe of that tribe who

Z 2 live

I [n the Summer of s756, a party of Northern Indians lay in wait at
Knapp's Bay till the floop had failed out of the harbour, when they fell on

the poor Efquimaux, and killed every fou1. Mr. John Bean, then Magfer

of the floop, and fince Mafter of the Trinity yacht, with ail his crew,
heard the guns very plain; but did not know.the meaning or reafon of it
till the Summer following, when he found the ihocking remains of more
than forty Efquimaux, who had been murdered in that cowardly manner;
and for n@ other reafon but becaufe two principal Northern Indians had

died in the preceding Winter.

No Efquimaux were feen at Ksapp's Bay for feveral years after; and
thofe who trade there at prefent have undoubtedly been drawn from the

Northward, fince the above unhappy tranfaaion; for the convenience of
being nearer the woods, as well as being in the way of trading with the
floop that calls thereannually. It is to be hoped that the meafurestaken

by the Governors at Prince of Wales's Fort of late years, will effe(ially
prevent any fuch calamities happening in future, and by degrees be the

means of bringing about a lafting, friendly, and reciprocal intereft between
the two nations.

Notwithtanding the pacific and friendly termts which begin to dawn

between thofe two tribes it Knapp's Bay, Navel's Bay, and Whale Cove,
farther North hotiities continue, and moft barbarous murders are per.

petrated: and the only protedion the Efquimaux have from the fury of

their enemies, is their remote fituation in the Winter, and their refiding

chiefy on iflands and peninftilas in Summer, which renders them lefsliable

to be furprifed during that feafon. But even this fecluded life dots not

prevent the Northern rndians fron haraffing them greatly, and at times

they are fo clofely purfued as to be obliged to leave maa of their goods,

and utenfils to be deflroyed by their enemy ; which muft be a great lofs,

as thefe cannot be replaced but at the expence of much time and labour;

and the want of them in thie main time mua create much difirefs both to

theni.
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live (o far to the Nortb, as not to have any in-

tercourfe with our vetiels, very often fall a facri-
ûce to the fury and fuperftition of the Northern
ladians; who are by no means a bold or warlike
people; nor can I thins from experience, that
they are particularly guilty of committing aas of
wanton cruelty on any other part of the human

race befide the Efquilmaux. Their hearts, how-

ever,

tfemfielves and their families, as they can feldom procure any part of thcir

livelihood without the affiance of a confiderable apparatus.

in 175
6

,, the Efquimaux at Knapp's Bay fcnt two of their youths to

Prince of Wales's Fort in the floop, and the Sum mer following they were

drried back to their friends, loadcd with prcefnts, and much pleafed with

the treatncct they received while at the Fort. In i767, they again fent

one from Knapp's Bay and one fromi Whle Cove ; and though during

their dlay at thT Fort they made a confiderable progrefs both in the Sou-

thern Indian snd the Englifh langulages, yet thofe intercourfes have not

been any waya s advatagcous to the Company, by increafing the trade from

that quarter. In faa, the only fatisfaCtion they have found forthe great

expence they have fromi timse to time incurred, by introducing thofe fran.

gers, is, that thsrough the good condua of their upper fervants at Churchill

River, they have at length fo far humanized the huarts of thofe two

tribes, that at prefent they can meet cach -ther in a friendly manner;

whercas, a few years fince, whenever they met, each party premeditated

the delruaion of the other; and what mada their war more fhocking, was,

thuy never gave quarter: fo that the ftrongeft party always killed the

weakef, without fparing either man, woman, or child.

It is but a few years ago that the floop's crew who annually carried

them all their wants, durft not venture or iore among the Efquimaux

unarmed, for fear of being murdered; but latterly they arec fo civilized,

that the Company's fervants vifit their tents with the greatefn freedom

and fafety, are always welcome, and defired to partake of fuch provifions

as they have: and knowing nov our averfion from train-oil, they take

every means is their power to conlvince our people that the viâtuals pre-

pared for them is entirely free from it. But the fmell of their tents, cook-

ing-utenfils, and other furniture, is fcarcely lefs offenfive than Greenland

tock. However I have eaten both fils and venifon cooked by them in fo

cleanly a manner, that i have relilhed thym very much, and partaken of

hbea with a good appetite.
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ever, are in general fo unfufceptible of tendernefs,
that they can view the deepeif diftrefs in thofd

who are fnot immediately related to them, with-

out the leail emotion ; not evcn half fo much as

the generality of mankind feel for the fufferings

of the tneateft of the brute creation. I have been

prefent when one of them, imitating the groans,

difiorted features,' and contra&ed pofition, of j'
ran who had died in the moit ëxcruciating

pain, put the whole company, except myfelf, int

the rmfoft violent fit of lauighter.

The Northern Indians never bury their déad,
but always leave the bodies where they die, fo that

they are fuppofed to be devoured by beafts and

birds of prey ; for whieh reafon they will not eat

foxes, wolves, ravens, &c. unlefs it be through

mere neceffity.

The death of a near relation affe&s them fo fen.

fibly, that they rend all their cloths from their

backs, and go naked, till fome perfons lefs afflict-

cd relieve them. After the death of a father,
iother, hufband, wife, fon, or brother, they

mourn, as it may be called, for a whole year,

which they meafure by the moons and feafoùis.

Thofe mournful periods are not diftinguifhed by

any particular drefs, except that of cutting off the

hair; and the ceremony confifts in almoft perpe.

tually crying. Eyen when walking, as well as

all other intervals from fleep, eating, and conver

fation, they make an odd howling noife, often

repeating the relationfhip of the deceafed. Bu,

~as
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pérforming cures on the fick, yet they, as well

as their credulous neighbours, are utterly defti-

txute of every idea of praétical religion. It is

true, fome of them will reprimand their youth
for talkirig difrefpeclfully of particular beafis and
birds; but it is done with fo littie energy, as to
be often retorted back in derifion. Neither is

this, nor their cuftom of not killing wolv'es and

quiquehatches, univerfally obferved, and thofe

who do it can only be viewed with more pity and

contempt than the others; for I always found it
arofe merely from the greater degree of confi-

dence which they had in the fupernatural power

of their conjurors, which induced them to believe,

that talking iightly or difrefpeétfully of any thing

they feemed to approve, would materially afre

their health arid happinefs in this world: aid I

never found any of thern that had thie leaft idea
of futurity. Matonabbee, without one excepti-

on, vdas a man of as clear ideas in other matters
as any that I ever faw:. he was not only a perfeét

mafter of the Southern Indian language, and their
belief, but could tell a better ftory of our Savi-
our's birth and life, than one half of thofe who
call themfelves Chriflians; yer he always declar-
ed to me, that neither he, nor any of his coun-
tryrnen, had an idea of a future flate. Though
he had been taught to look on things of this
kind as ufelefs, his own good fenfe had. taught
him to be an advocate for univerlàl toleration;
and I have feen him feveral tines afit at fome of

the
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ihe inoa facred rites perforrned by the Southern
indiang, appatently with as much zeaiï as if he had
given as much credit to them- as they did- and
vith the faie 1ibèra1ity éf feritirnent he would'

I arn perfuadëd have affiftêd at the altar of a Chri.
fian church, or in a Jëwifh fynagogue; rrot
with a view to reap any adsVantage hi'rïfeif, but
rnerely, as he obfervëd, to ailif olirg whè believ.-

éd in fuch cèréioniès.

Bleing thus defitutë öf all·religous controul;

thefe pebple have, to lfe Matoâbbee'sown words,
"nothing to do but confult their own ihieref,

"inclinations, and pallions ; and to páfs thougih

"this world with as much ëafe and contentment

"as poffible, without any hopeès of rëeard, or

"painful fear of puhilhrnent in the next." li

this faté of mind they are, when in profperity,

the hapþieft 6f rmottals ; foi- nothing bEt përfonal

or family calamities can difturb their trangilty,

while xnisfortunes of the leffer kind fit light on

thern. Like moft other uncivilized pëople, they

bear bodily pain with gréat fortütde, though in

that refpe& 1 cariiot think therm equal to the Souo

thern Indians.

Old age is the greateif calamity that can befal a

Northern Indian ; for when he i; paif labour, he

is negle&ed, and treated witl great difrefpe&,

even by his own children. 1:hey not only ferve

him laif at imeals, but generally give him the

coarfefn and worfn of the viduals -. and fach of the

lkins as they do not chufe to wear, are nade up



346 A JOURNEY TO THE

in the clumfieif manner .into clothing for their

aged parents; who, as they had, in aill probabi-

lity, treated their fathers and mothers with the

fame neglet, in their turns, fubrmitted patiently

to their lot, even without a murmur, knowing

it to be the common misfortüne attendant an old

aga; fo that they may be faid to wait patiently

for the melancholy hour when, being no longer

capable of walking, they are to be left alone, to

fiarve and periflh. for want. This, however,

fhocking and unnatural it may appear, is never-

thelefs fo common, that, among thofe people, one

haif at leafi of the .aged perfons of both fexes ab-

folutely die in this rmiferable condition.

The Northern Indians call the ,urora Boreaiïs,

Ed-thin; that is, Deer*: and when that meteor is

very bright, they fay that deer is plentiful in that

part of the atmofphere; but they have neyer yet

extended their ideas fo far as to entertain hopes

of tafting thofe celeflial animals.

Befide this filly notion, they are very fuperifi.

tious with refpeét to the exifnence of feveral kinds

of fairies, called by them Nant-e-na, whom they

frequently fay they fee, and who are fuppofed by
them

* Their ideas in this ieÉpeà are founded on a principle onie would sot

imagine. Experience bas (bewri them, that when a hairy deer-Ikin is

brifkly ftroked with the hand in a dark night, it wilI emit many fparks of

ele&rical fire, as the back of a cat will. The idea which the Southern

Indians have of this meteor is equally romantic, though more pleafing, as

they believe it to be the fpirits of their departed friends dancing in the

.louds ; and when the durora Borealis is remarkably bright, at which time

they vary moft in colour, form, and fituation, they fay, their deceafed

frienids are very merry.
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them to inhabit the different elements of earth,
fea, and air, according to their feveral qualities.
To one or other of thofe fairies they ufually at-
tribute any change in their circumfiances, eithet
for the better or worfe; and as they are led into
this way of thinking entirely by the art of the
conjurors, there is no fuch thing as any general
mode of belief; for thofe jugglers differ fo much
from each other in their accounts of thefe beings,
that-thofe who believe any thing they fay, have
little to do but -change their opinions according
to the will and caprice of the conjuror, who is al-
moft daily relating fome new whim, or extraor-
dinary event, which, he fays, has been revealed
to him in a dream, or by fome of his favourite
fairies, when on a hunting excurfion.

Soe
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Some Account of MATONABBEE, and f the eminent

Services which he rendcred to bis Country, as well

as to the Hudfon's Bay Company.

MATONABBEE was the fon of a Northern Indi-

an by a flave woman, whô was formerly bought

from fome Southern Indians who came to Prince

of Wales's Fort with furrs, &c. This rùatch was
nade by Mr. Richard Norton, then Goveráàor,

who detained thern at and near the Fort, for thè

farné purpofe as hé did thofe Indians clled Hoine

guard. As to Matonabbee's real age, if it imh-

poffible to be particular ; for the natives of thofè
parts being utterly unacquainted with letters, or

the ufe of hieroglyphics, though their memories
are not lefs retentive than thofe of other nations,
cannot preferve and tranfmit to pofterity the ex-
a& time when any particular event happens. In-
deed, the utmoft extent of their chronology reach-
es no farther, than to fay, My fon, or my daugh-
ter, was born in fuch a Governor's time, and
fuch an event happened during fuch a perfon's
life-time (though, perhaps, he or fhe has been
dead many years). However, according to ap-
pearance, and fome corroborating circumftances,
Matonabbee was born about the year one thou-
fand feven hundred and thirty-fix, or one thou-
fand feven hundred and' thirty-feven; and his
father dying while he was young, the Governor

took

84
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took the boy, and, according to the Indian cf-

tom, adopted him as his fQn.

Soon after t e death of Matonabbee's father,

Mr. Norton wen to England, and'as the boy did

net experience frQm his fucceffor the fame regard
and attention wich he had been accuftomed to

receive form Mr.Norton, he was foon taken from

the Faâory by fýme of his father's relations, and

continued witli the Northern Indians till Mr.

Ferdinand Jacobs fucceeded to the command of

Prince of Wales's Fort, in the year one thoufand

feven hundred and fifty-two; when out of re-

gard to old Mr. Norton, (who was then dead,)

Mr. Jacobs took the firfa opportunity that offered

to detain Matonabbee at the Fa&ory, where he

was for feveral years employed in the hunting,

fervice with fome of the Company's fervants,

particularly with the late Mr. Mofes Norton*,
(fon of the late Governor,) and Mr. Magnus

Johnffonf.
In the courfe of his long ftay at and near the

Fort, it is no wonder that he fhould have become

perfe mafter of the Southern Indian language,

and made fome progrefs in the Englifh. It was

during this period, that he gained a knowledge
of the Chriftîan faith; and he always declared,
that it was too deep and intricate for his compre-

henfion. Though he was a perfect bigot with

Afterwards Governor.

Mafter of the Churchili iloop.
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refpe& to the arts. and tricks of Indian jugglers,

yet he could by no means be impreffed with a be.

lief of auy part of our religion, nor of the religi.
on of the Southern Indians, who have as firm a

belief in a future hate as any people under the
Sun. He had fo much natural good fenfe and
liberality of fentiment, however, a.s not to think

that he had a right to ridicule any particular fe&
on account of their religious opinioris. On the
contrary, he declared, that he held them all equal-
ly ir efteem, but was determined, as he came ii.
to the world, fo he would go out of it, without
profeffing any religion at all. Notwithftanding
his averfion from religion, I have met with few
Chriftians- who poffeffed more good moral quali.
ties, or fewer bad ones.

It is impoffible for any man to-have been more
punaual in the performance of a promife than he
was; his fcrupulous adherence to truth and ho-
nefty would have done honour to the moif en.
lightened and devout Chrifrian, while his benevo.
lence and univerfal humanity to all the human
race ', according to his abilities and manner of

life,

4 I mua here obferve, that when we went to war with the Efqui.

miïux at the Copper River in July r 7 , it was by no means his propofal:

on the contrary, he was forced into it by his countrymen. For I have

heard him fay, that when he firf vifited that river, in company with

J-dot-ie-aza, they met with feveral Efquimaux; and fo far from killing

them, wcre very friendly to them, and made them fmall prefents of fuch

articles as they could befn fpare, and that would be of miof ufe to them.

It is more than probable that the two bits of ion found among the plurt

der
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life,-could not be exceeded by the moft illuftril-

ous perfonage now on record; and to add to his

other good qualities, he was the only Indian that

Sever faw, except one, who was not guilty of

backbiting and flandering his neighbours.

In iature, Matonabbee was above the common

fize, being nearly fix feet hight; and, except that

his neck was rather (though not much) too fhort,

he was one of the fineft and beft proportioned

men that I ever faw. In complexion he was
dark, like the other Northern Indians, but his

face was not disfigured by that ridiculous cuftom

of marking the cheeks with three or four black

lines. His features were ragular and agreeable,

and yet fo ftrongly marked and expreffive, that

they formed a completeindex of his mind; which,
as he never intended to deceive or diffemble,

he never wifhed to conceal. In converfation he was

eafy, lively, and agreeable, but exceedingly mo.

deft ; and at table, the noblenefs and elegance of

his manners might have been admired by the firfl

perfonages in the world; for to the vivacity of a

Frenchman,

der while I w asthere, were part ofthofe prefents. There were alfo a few

long beads found among thofe people, but quite different from any that

the Hudfon's Bay Company had ever fent to the Bay; fo that the only

probable way they could have corne by them, muft have been by an inter.

courfe witlhfome of their tribe, who had dealings with the Danes in Da-

vis's Straits. It is very probable, however, they might have paffed

through many hands before they reached this remote place. •Had they

had an immedjate intercourfe with the Efquimaux in Davis's Straits, it is
iatural to fuppofe that iron would not have been fo fcarce among them

?s it feemed to be; indeed the diflance is too great to admit of it.

I have feen two Northern Indians who meafured fix feet three inches;

*nd one, fix feet four inches.
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Frenchman, and the fincerity of an Engliihman,

he added the gravity and noblenefs of a Turk; all

fo happily blended, as to render his company an4

çonverfation univerfally pleafing to thofe who

underftood either the Northern or Southern Indi-

;n languages, the only languages in which he

counld converfe.

He was remarkably fond of Spanifh wines,

though he never drank to excefs; and as he

would nqt partake of fpirituous liquors, however

fine in quality or plainly mixed, he was always

mafler of himfelf. As no man is exempt from

frailties, it is natural to fuppofe that as a man he

had bis fhare ; but the greateft with which I can

·charge him, is jealoufy, and that fometimes carri,

ed him beyond the bounds of humanity.

In his early youth he difcovered talents equal

to the greatea talk that could polUibly be expe&-

ed from an Indian. Accordingly Mr. Jacobs,

then Goverrnor at Prince of Wales's Fort, engag.

ed :him, whçn but a youth, as an Ambaffador

and Mediator between the Northern Indians and

the Athapufcow Tribe, who till then had always

been at war with each other. In the courfe of

this embaffy Matonabbee not only difcovered

the mof brilliant and folid parts, but fhewed an

extenfive knowledge of every advantage that

could arife to both nations from a total fuppreffi-

on of hoftilities; and at times he difplayed fuch

ifpçançs of perfonal coprage ançl magnanimity,
as
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as are rarely ta be founxd among perfons of fupe-
rior condition and rank.

He had not penetrated far into the country of
the Athapufcow Indians, before he came to feve.
ral tents with inhabitahts ; and there, to his gread
furprife, he fbùnd Captain Keelfhies, (a perfon
frequently merntioned in this Journal#,) who was
then a prifoner, with al his famiry and forâe of
his friends, the fate of whom was then undeterý
nined; but through the means of Matonabbee,
though young enough ta have been his fon, Keel-
flies and a few others were releafed, with the
kofs of his effe&s and all his wives, which were
fix in number. Matonabbee not otrdy kept is
ground after Keelfihies and his fmall party had
been permitted to return, but made his way into
the very heart of the Athapufcow country, in
order to have a perfonal conference with all or
moft of the principal inhabitants. The farther
he advanced, the more occafion ie had for intre-
pidity. At one time he came to five tents of
thofe favages, which in the whole contained fix-
teen men, befides their wives, childern, and fer.

vants, while he himfelf was entirely alone, except
one wife and a fervant boy. The Southern IndiA
ans, ever treacherous, and apparently the more

kind when they are premeditating mifchief, feem,

ed to give him a hearty welcome, accepted the

tenders of peace and reconciliation with apparent

A a fatisfaion,

*The fame perfon was at Princeof Wales's Fort w)ien the Frencrardr-

cd on the Sth of AuguR i 78z, a41w them &lih the Fort.
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fatisfa&icn, and, as a mark of their approbation,
each tent in rotation ,made a feaft, or entertain-
ment, the fame night, and invited him to par-
take; at the laft of which they had concerted a
fcheme to murder him. He was, however, fo
perfe& a mafter of the Southern Indian language,
that he foon difcovered their defign, and told
them, he was not come in* a hoffile manner, but
if they attempted any thing of the kind he was

determined to fell his life as dear as poffible. On
hearing this, fome of them ordered that his.fer-

vant, gun, and fnow-fhoes, (for it was winter,)
fhould be brought into the tent and fecured;

but he fprung from his feat,. feized his gun and

fnow-fhoes, and went out of the tent, telling

them, if they had an intention to molefI him,

that was the proper place where he could fee his

enemy, and be under no apprehenfions of being

fhot cowardly through the back. "I am fure
"(faid he) of killing two or three of you, and if

".you chufe to purchafe my life at that pricç,
"now is the time; but if otherwife, let me de-

" part without any farther moleflation." They

then told him he was at liberty to go, on condi-

tion of leaving his feryant ; but to this he would

not confent. He then rufhed into the tent and

took his fervant by force from two men ; when

finding there was no appearance of farther

danger, he fet out on his return to the frontiers

of his own country, and from thence to the

Fa&orv.

The
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The year following hbe again vifited the Atha.
pufcow country, accompanied by a confiderable
number of -chofen men of his own nation, who
were fo far fuperior to fuch fmall parties of the
'Southern .Indians as they had met, that they
coimanded refpe& wherever they came; and
having traverfed the whole country, and converf.
ed with all the principal. men, peace and friend-
fhip were apparently re-eftablifhed. According-
.ly, when the Spring advanced the-Northern In.
dians began to difperfe, and draw out to the Eaft-

ward on the barren ground; but Matonabbsee,
and a few others, chofe to pafs -the Summer in the

Athapufcow country. As foon as the Southern
Indians were acquainted with this defign, and
found the number of theNorthern Indians fo re

duced, a fuperior number of them dogged and

haraffed them the whole Summer, with a view to

furprife and kill them when afleep; and with

that view twice adually approached fo near their

tents as fifty yards. But Matonabbee told them,
as he had done when alone, that though there

,were but few of them, they were al determined

to fell their lives as dear as poffible: on which the

Southern Indians, without making any reply, re-

-tired ; for no Indians in this country have the

courage to face their enemies when they find

them apprized of their , approach, and on their

guard to receive them.

Notwithftanding all thefe difcouragements and

great dangers, Matonabbee perfevered with cou.

Sa2 rage
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rage and refolution to vifit the Athapukow Indi-
ans for feveral years fncceffively; and at length,
(by an uniform difplay of his pacifie difpofition,
and by rendering a long train of good offices to
thofe Indians, in retum !for'their treachery and
perfidy, 'le was Co happy as to be the fole inftru.
-ment of -not only bringing about a Iating peace,
-but a-fo of eftablifhing a trade ,and reciprocal in-.
-teref between the two nations.

After having performed this great work, he
was prevailed upon to vifit the Copper-mine Ri.
ver, in company with a famous leader, called

1-dat-le-aza; and it was from the report of thofe
two men, that a journey to that part was propof.
ed to the Hudfon's Bay Company by the late Mr.
Mofes Norton, in one thoufand feven hundred
and fixty.nine. In one thoufand feven hundred
and feventy he was engaged as the principal guide
on that expedition ; which he perforned with
greater pun&uality, and more to my fatisfa&ion,
than perhaps any other Indian in all that country
would have done. At his return to the Fort in
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two, he
was made head of all the Northern Indian nation;
and continued to render great fervices to the
Company during bis life, by bringing a greater
quantity of furrs to their FaEtry at Churchi
River, than any other Indian ever did, or
ever will do. His lait vifit to Prince of Wales's
Fort was in the Spring of one thoufand feven
inn dred and eighty-two, and he intended to have

repeated
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repeated it in the Winter following; but when

he heard that the French had deftroyed the Fort,

and carried off .all the Conpaiy's fervants, he

never afterwards reared his head, but took an

opportunity, when no one fufge&ed his intenti.

on, to hang himfelf, This is the, more to be

wondered at, as he is thé only Northern Indian

who, that I ever heard, put an end to his own

exiRence. The death of this man was a great

lofs to the Hudfon's Bay Company, and was at-

tended with a moft melancholy fcene; no lefs

thau the death of fix of his wives, and four chil-

dren, all of whom were flarved to death the fame

Winter, in one thoufand feven hundred and

eighty.three.

C H A P.
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C H A P. :X.

An Account.of the principal .9Qadrupeds found in the

Nortbern Parts of Hudfon's Bay.--The Bufalo,

Moofe, Muß-ox, Deer, and Beave.--rA capital

Mi/.lake leared up refpeEing the We

4nimals with. Canine Teeth.--T1e Wof-

Foxes of various colours-Lynx, or Wild Cat--

lar, or White Bear-.Blck Bear--,B'rown Bear--

Wolverene.-Otter-2JackaJh-Wejack-Skunk-

Fine Martin--Ermine, or Stote.

Animals witb çutting Teeth.--The Mu Bea-

ver-Porcupine-Varying Hare--Anerican Har«

-Common Squirrel-Grouind Squirrel-Mice cf

various Kind,-and the Caßlor Beaver.

Tlhe Pinnated .Quiadrupeds with finlike Feet,

found in Hudfon's Bay, are but three in number,

viz. the Warlus, or Sea-Horfe,-Seal,-and Sea-

Uniçorn.

The Species of Fi/h fQund in the Salt Water of Hud-

fon's Bay are a/fafew in number ; being the Black

Whale-White Whale-Salmon-and Kepling.

Shellfih, and empty She/ls offeveral kinds,found

on the Sea Coaf near Churchill River.

Frogs cf various fizes and colours; a![ a great vari-

ety of Grubbs, and other Infels, alwaysfound in a

frozen fate during Winter, but when expofid to the

heat of aßLwfire, arefoon re-animated..

An

5Š
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An Aciount offonie-qf the pr'iicipalýBiî^dkfgg-ndin--.the

MrthernParts eHudfnssBay; as well thofe that,..on.

lyniigrate-there-in-Sunime'ý..a'sý'ibeeth'>t r-known

brave Me coideq.Wnie :...i.Eagles o vartout
ivario bite

kindeý-Hawkiç of zýsfzes andp.luniage-7iW

ûr. Snowy Owl--.-Grey or njo*tkd Owl---.-, Cob-a-deee

c.oocb--*Raown-,,m-cinerio's- ýCtow-Wood-Pecker'.-"

Rijed Groufe--Phejfant-8:W4ýd Pariridge--

WillowPartýidge-Rock Partridge... Pigeon-Red,

br r ùjh ''Snow Buniiýg.

iVhite-:Crownýd, Bünting * -Làýlànd'Fincb tseý orts

"--Lark-Tt mý ýùfe ý'S » I-10 mg
rané-ý-B n' W5

Crane-.Rro4en, , itro. Çarlo twoforti.

--ý-yack Snipe-Red God7vaiý-ýý-Ploi;er"-'..Black

Ci ùîlemet-Northein Diver---ýBlack- ihroaied Diver
roà ive' Wbiýe--Gull--Giéy Gull---ý

---R-ed-th ted-D*'

Black-heàd-'..Pelliýa'n-.'-Gobfander..;-Swa'ns. ef two

e-es--.Co',toii Grey Goofe..-Cànàda Coee-White

ing Goofe..-Barren-'.G'oofe...ý,BÉentý Goofe.',.Dun'er

Gýofe --- Bean Gýofe.

Tbý- Species'efWater4Fowl ufuàlly called Dick.,
that refort to thofie Parts annually, are in great vaý

riéty; but-thofé-that a'e moA ej?èemedare, -tbé Mal.

lard Duck.-Long'-tailéd Duck,..MWigeon, and 7ealý

Of the. Vegetable Produélions as far North, as Ch urcb-

ill R.iver,.,tqrticularly. tbe moft -ufeful; fuch as tha

,Serry-bearin BuAes, &c.-ý--Goofeberry -Crq'

berry.- -Réathbe »-Dewater-ýberryý-7-Black

ry
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ry÷£-kyry-Due-Brry,.-and C falifpeies
ff ip9

Burridgs..-Caltsfo-Srrel-Dndsdien,

riousf.rse-Grafs offevera1 *inds---and V¢tce:e.

2khe rreesfoundjofar North near tkt Sec, cn-

ß ouly of Pineos-7uniper--Smali FpaBfb.

Wilaws.-and Creeping Birch.

EFORE I crnclude this wark, it may not be

imi|roper to give a ihort account. of the

principal Animals that frequet the high N6r-

Çher latitudes,thopgh monf of thein arefounçl alfo

far to the Southward, and confquently in much

milder cliates. The buffalo, ,nuk-o deer,

and the moofr, have been already defcribed in
this Journal. Iall therefore oply make a few
remarks on the latter, in order to redify a mif-

take, which, from wrong inforniation, has crept
into Mr. Penant's Ar&ic Zoology. In page zr
of that elegant work, he claffes the Moofe with
the We-w4s.kifh, though it certainly has xiot any

affinity to it.

The We-was-kifh, or go fome (though impro-
prly) caIl it, the Waleffe, is qpite a different ?ni-
mal from the moofe, being by no means fe large
in fize. The horns of the We-was.kifh are fome.
thing fimilar to thofe of the common deer, but
are fnot palmated in any part. They ftand more
upright, have fewer branches, and want the brow.

antier. The head of this anim4a is fo far from
being
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being like that -of the Moofe,. that the nofe is
lharp, like the nofç of a iheep: indeed, the whole
external-appearance of the head is not very un.
like thatof n-afs. The hair is ufually of a fandy
red; and they are frequently calied by the Englifh
who vit the interior parts of the country, red
deer. Their flelh is tolerable eating' but the
fat is as hard as tallow, and if eaten -as hot as
pofible, will yet chill in fo fhort a time, that it
clogs the teeth, andfticks to the roof of the mouth,
ip fach a-manner as to render it very difagree.
able. In the Spring of one thoufand feven hun.
cred and feventy-five, I had thfrieen fledge-loads
of this meat brought to Cumberland Houfe in one
day, and alfo two of the heads of this animalun.
ikinned, but the horns were chopped off; a proof
of their wearing them the whole Winter. They
are the moif ftupid of all the deer kind, and fre.
quently make a ihrill whiftling, and quivering
noife, not very unlike the braying of an afs, which
dire&s the hunter to the very fpot where they
are. They generally keep in large herds, and
when they find plenty of päaure, remain a long
time in one place. Thofe deer are feldom an
obje& of chace with the Indians bordering on
Bafquiau, except' when moofe and other game
fail. Their &kins, when dreffed, very much re,
femble that of the moofe, though they are much
thinner, and bave this peculiar quality, that they
will walh as well as fhamoy leather; whereas all
the other lathers and pelts drefled by the Indians,

if



if they get %wet, turn quite.hard, unlefs greatcare

be taken to keep conftantly rubbing them while

drying.

The perfon who informed Mr. Pennant that
the we-was-kifh and the rnoofe are the fame ani-
mal, never faw one of them ; .and the only reafon.

he had to fuppofe it, was the gréat refemblance of.

their fkins: yet it is rather firange, that fo inde- -

fatigable a colle&or of Natural Hiftory .as the.

late Mr. Andrew Graham, fhould have omitted

making particular enquiry about them: for any

foreign Indian, particularly thofe that refide near

Bafquiau, could eafily have convinced him to the

contrary.

Aninals uith Canine 2eeth.

wcvc, WOLVES are frequently met with in the coun-

tries Weft of Hudfon's Bay, both on the barren

grounds and among the woods, but -they are not

numerous; it is very uncommon to- fee more

than three or four of them in a herd. Tofe

that keep to the Weftward, among the woods,

are generally of the ufual colour, but the greateb

part. of thofe that are killed by the Efquimaux
are perfe&ly white. All the. wolves in Hudfon's

Bay are very fhy of the human race, yet when

iharp fet, they frequently follow the Indians for

feveral days, but always keep at a diffance.

They are great enemies to the Indian dogs, and
frequently

AJOURNEY 'TO THt362
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frequently kill and eat thofe that are heavy load-
ed, and cannot kép up with the, main body.
The Northern Indians have formed firange idcas
ofathis animal, as they .think it does not eat its
vituals raw ; but, by a fingular and, wonderful
fagaçity, pecuiar.to itfelf, has a method of cook.
ing them without fire. The femalés are much
fwifter than the males; for which reafon the.1n-

dians, both Northern and Southern, are of opini.

on- that they kili the greateft part of .the gaine.
This cannot, however, always be the cafe; for to
the North ofChurchill they, in general, live a for.

lorn life all the Winter, and are feldom feen in
pairs till the Spring, when they begin to couple

and generally keep in pairs all the Summer.
They always burrow under-ground to bringb9

forth their yonng; and though it is natural to

fuppofe them very fierce at thofe times, yet I
have frequently feen the Indians go to.their dens,
and take out the young ones and play with them.
I never knewr a Northern Indian hurt one of

them: on the contrary, they always put thet
carefully into the den again ;. and I have fome.

times feen them paint the faces of the young

Wolves with vermillion, or red ochre.

The ARCTIc FOXES are in fome years remarka- Foxes of

bly plentiful, but generally moft fo on the barren jours.
ground, near the fea.coaft. Notwithflanding

what has been faid of this animal only vifiting the
feulements once in five.or feven years, I can affirrm

there is not one year in twenty that they are not

caught

363,
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caught in greater or lefs numbers at Churchill;

and I have known that for three years running,
not lefs than from two hundred to four hundred

have been caught each year within thirty miles

of the Fort. They always come from the North

'along the coaft, and generally rpake their appear,

ance at Churchill about the middle of Oaober,
but their fkins are feldom in feafon till Novem.
ber ; during that time they are never moleed,

but permittedto feed round the Fort, tili by de.

grecs they become almoft domeftic. The great

numbers of thofe animals that vifit Churchill Ri.

ver in fome years do not all conie in a body, as

it would be impoffible for the fourth part of then

to find fubfiftence by the way; but when they

come near the Fort, the carcaffes of dead whales

Iying along the fhores, and the &in and other

offal, after boiling the oIl, afford them a plentiful

repaft, and prove the means of keeping them
about the Fort till, by frequent reinforcements

from the Northward, their numbers are fo far in.

creafed as almof? to exceeded credibility.

When their fkins are in feafon, a number of

traps and gûns are fet, and the greateat part of
them are caught in one month, though fome few
are found during the whole Winter. I have fre.
quently known near forty killed in one night

within half a, mile of Prince of Wales's Fort; but
this feldom happens after the firti or fecond night.

When Churchill River is frozen over near the

mouth, the greateit part of the furviving white

Foxes
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Foxes crofs the river, and direc their courfe to

the Southward, and in fome years affemble in

confiderable numbers at York Fort and Severn

River. -Whether they are all killed, or what be-

comes of thofe which efcape, is very uncertain ;

but it is well known that none of them ever mi-

grate again to the Northward. Befides; taking a

trap fo freely, they are otherwife fo fimple, that I

have feen them lhot off-hand while. feeding, the

fame as fparrows in a heap of chaff, fometimes

two or three at a fiht. This fport is always moa

fuccefsful in moon-light nights ; for in thë day-

time they generally keep in their holes among

thç rocks, and under the hollow ice at high-wa.

ter-mark.

Thefe animals will prey on each other as readi-

ly as on any other animals they find dead in a

trap, or wounded by gun ; which renders them

fo deftruive, that I have known upwards of one

hundred and twenty Foxes of different colours

eaten, and deftroyed in their traps by their com-

rades in the courfe of one Winter, within half a

mile of the Fort.

'The Naturalifs feem fill at a lofs to know their

breeding-places, which are doubtlefs in every part

of the coaat they frequent. Several of them

breed near Churchill, and I have feen them in

confiderable numbers all along the Weft coaft of

l1udfon's Bay, particularly at Cape Efquimaux,

Navel's Bay, and Whale Cove, alfa on Marble

ifland; fo that with fome degree of confidence
we
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we may affirm ,that they breed ý on every part of
the coaft they inhabit during the Summer feafon.

They generally have from three to. five yotiiug at

a litter; more I never faw with one old one.

When young they are all over almoft of a footy

black, but as the fall advances, the-belly, fides,

and tail turn to a light afh.colour ; the back,

legs, fome part of the face, and the tip of the tail,

changes to a lead colour; but when the Winter

fets in they -become perfealy white: the ridge of

the back and the tip- of the tail are the laRf places

that change to that colour; and there are few

of theni which have not a few dark hairs at the

tip of the tail all the Winter. - If taken young,

they are eafily domefticated in fome degree, but

I never faw' one that was fond of being careffed;

and they are always impatient of confinement.

The White WHITE Foxras,- when killed at any confidera.
Fox ble diflance from the fea coaft, (where they can.

not poflibly get any thing to prey upon, except

rabbits, mice, and partridges, ) are far from being

difagreeable eating. And on Marble Ifland I have

fhot them when they were equal in flavour to a

rabbit; probably owing to their feeding entirely

on eggs. and young birds; but near Churchill

River they are as rank as train.oil.

The LYNX, or WILD CAr, is very fcarce to
The Lynx,y
orWildCat.-the North of Churchill; but is exatly the fame

as thofe which are found in great plenty to the

South Weft. I have obferved the tracks of this

animal at Churchill, and feen. them killed, and
have
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have eaten of their fielh in the 'neighbourhood

of York Fort. The flefh is white, and nearly as

good as that of a rabbit. They are I think, much

larger than that which is defcribed in the Ar&ic

Zoology; they never. .approach near the' fettle.

ments in Hudfon's Bay, and are very dellru&ive

to rabbits; they feldom leave a place which is

frequented by rabbits ·till they have nearly killed

.them ail.

The POLAR or WHITE BEAR, though commonThe Polar

on the fea-coaft, is feldom found in its Winter °rWhite

retreats by any of our Northern Indians, except

near Churchill RPiver ; -nor do I fuppofe that the

Efquimaux fee or kill any of -them more fre-

.quently during that feafon for in the courfe of

many years refidence at Churchill River, I fcarce-

ly ever faw a Winter fkin brought from the

Northward by the floop. Probably the Efqi-

maux, if they kill any, may referve the lkins for

their own ufe ; for at that feafon their hair is

very long, with a thick bed of wool at the. bot-

tom, and they are remiarkably clean and white.

The Winter is the only feafon that fo oily a 1kin

as the Bear's can poffibly be cleaned and dreffed

by thofe people, without greafing the hair, which

is very unpleafant to them; for though they eat

train-oil, &c. yet they are as careful as poffible

to keep their clothes from being greafed with it.

To drefs one.of thofe greafy fkins in Winter, as

foon as taken from the beafti it is ftretched out

on a fmooth patch of fnow, and there ftaked
down,
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down, where it foon freezes as hard as a board:

while in that ftate, the wormen fcrape off all the

fat, till they come to the very roots of the hair.

It is fonetimes permitted to remain in that pofiti-

on for a confiderable time ; and when taken from

the fnow, is hungup in the open air. The mote

intenfe the froft, the greater is its drying quali-

ty ; and by being. wafted about by the 4vind,

with a little fcraping, it in time becomes perfe&-

ly fnpple, and both pelt and hair beautifully

white. Drying deer, beaver, and otter fkins, in

this manner render their pelts very white, but

not fupple; probably owing to the clofe texture

and thicknefs of their fkins; whereas the &kin of

the .bear, though fo large an animal, is remarka-

bly thin and fpungy*. 
BLACK

* It is rather fingular that the Polar Bears are feldom found on the land

during the Winter, on which account it is fuppofed they go out on the

ice, and keep near the edge of the water during that fcafon, while the fe-

males that are pregnant feek fhelter at the lkirts of the woods, and dig

themfelvesdens in the deepeft drifts of fnow they can find, where they re-

main in a fate of ina&ivity, and without food, from the latter end ofDe-

cember or January, till the latter end of March; at which time they

leave their dens, and bend their courfe towards the fea with their cubs;

which, in general, are two in number. Notwithfnanding the great magni-

tude of thofe animals when full grown,yet their young are not larger than

Mbbits, and when thty leave their dens,in March, I have frequently feen

them not larger than a white fox, and their fteps on the fnow not bigger

than a crown-piece, when thofe of their dam meafure near fifteen inches

long and nine inches broad. They propagate when young, or at leaft be-

fore they are half-grown ; fo- - have killed young females not larger than

a London calf, with milk i! Àeir teats; whereas fome of the full grown
ones are heavier than the largefn of our common oxen. Indeed I "as once

at the killing of one, when one of its hind feet being cut off at the ankle,

weighed fifty-four pounds. The males have a bone in theirpse, aa dog

has,
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BLACK BEARS are not very numerous to the The Black
North Wef of Cliurchill. The manner of life is Bear.

the fame of the reft of the fpecies, though the
face of the country they inhabit, differs widely
from the more rmild climates. In Summer they
proul about in fearch of berries, &fc. and as the
Winter approaches, retire to their dens, which
are always under-ground; and generally, if fnot
always, on the fide of a fmall hillock. The Bears
that inhabit the Southern parts of America are
faid to take up their winter abode in hollow trees;
but I never faw any trees in my Northern travçls,
that could afford any fuch fhelter.

The places of retreat of thofe Bears that bu'•
row under-ground are eafily difcovered in Win.
ter, by the rime that hangs about the mouth of
the den; for let the fnow be ever fo çleep, the

b hea?

has, and of courfe unite in copulation; but the time of their courtíhip is 1

believe, not exaaly kuown: probably it may be in July or Augua, for at

thofe times i have often becn at the killing them, when the maleswere fo

attached to their miflreffes, that after the feinale was killed, the male

would put his two fore-paws over, and fuffer hirmfelf to be lhot before b

wouId quit her. I have frequently feen and killed thofe animals.near

tvelve leagues from the land; but as the Fali of the year advances, they

are taught by iiffincl to feek the ihore. Though fuch a treumendous ani-

mal, they are very fhy of coming near a man; but when clofely purfued.

iii the water, they frequently attack the boat, feize the oas, snd wreft

themn fromn the hands of the firongefn man, feeming defirous to go ou.

board; but the people on thofe occafions are always provided with fire-

arms and hatchets, to prevent fuch an unwelcome vifit. The flçih of this

animal, when killed in Winter, (if not too, old,) is far from being unplea-

fant eating; snd the young cubs, in the Spring, are rather delicate than

otherwife. The teats of the females are only two in number, and are

piaced between the fore-legs. The benllDrawing of this Animal I have

feen is that doue by Mr. Webber, among the Plates of Cook's laft Voyagr,



A JOURNEY TU THE

lrett 2atd breath of t hýea

of the den from bing entirely clofed up. They
gen-erally retire to their Winter -uarter bafcre
the faidw s of any confidtable depth, and trever

crme ·abroadi again (aUrdlefs difturbed) tili th@

thrawe are confiderable, which ii thfre high hitî

tr is feldorn tilt thç latter en'du ofM£rch or the

beginning of April fo that tihe féw Black Aaa
that inhabit thofs cold regions:. ntay be fajd' to

fibfift fôr four months at leaft without food. F

have been prefent at the kiling two of thett in

Wlinter; and thë Northern Indiaet riethodis fimi;

lar to that faid to be in ufe -mong the Kartfçhat

Ins; for they always bIoËlkede up the moath of

t&e dert with 1ogs of wood, then broke optn the-

fop of it 4nd killed tIe aniral eithef ·with a

fpear or a gun; but the latter rethod'îs reck-
ëned both cowardly -and wafteful, as it is not
poffible for the Bear either to make its efcape, or
to do the Indians the leàRa injurv, Sonetimet
they put a fnare about the Bear's neck, and draw

p his head clofe to. the hole, and kill him wîth a

hatchet. Though thofe animals are but fcarce to

the North of Churchili, yet they are fo nume-

rous between York Fort and Cumberland Hoüfe,
that in one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-
fôur I faw eleven killediiu the courfe of oiie day's

journey, but their flefh was abominable. This
was in the month of June; long before any fruit

was ripe, for the want of which they theà fed
eptirely on water infeéts, which in fome of the

làkeÉ
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lkuâ de &ôffed that day *ére nl affônuifBif

mitltit Udeg««.
The rinethbd by which the Bears catch thlofe i.

fdcs is bV fwimrming with thei inouths pen, iii
the, fame manner as the whales dd, When fëeding

on the féa.fpider. There was not on è of the
Bairs kl!led that day, which had not its ftomal-

as full ôf thofé infeas (only) as ever a hog's *aï
wirh grains, rnd h è cut open, the fiiich frôiù

them *as intolerable. I have', however, éaten of

fomë kilfed at that early feafou which we ,ä very'
góod ; but they ere found among the woodi,

far from the places where thofe infe&s haunt, aird'

had féd on gafs rind other herbage. After" he

niddke of Ju'ly, wherr thé bétéies begin fi ripen,

thëy are eicellernt eating, and fo c ntinue till Ja
nuary or February foRlowing; but late in tlé&
Spririg they are, by long fafting, very poor eid

dry eating.

The Southern Irdiains kilI great nmbers of
thofè Bëars at all fèafons of the year; but no en-

couùagerent can prevent them fror firgeing ab

The infeCts here fpoken of are of two kinds; the one is nearly blacki.

its lkin hard like a beetle, and not very unlike a grafshopper, and darts

through the water with great eafe, and with fome-degree of velocity. The

other fort is brown, bas wings, and is as foft as the çommon cleg-fly. The

latter are the moft numerous; and in foome of the lakes fuch quantities of
them are forced into the bays in gales of wind, and there preffed together
in fuch multitudes, that they are killed, and remain there a great n'ui-

fance; for I have feveral times, iri my inland voyages from York Fort,

found it fcarcely poflible to land in forne of thofe bays for the intolerable
fRench of thofe infeas, which in fome places were Iing in putrid maffes to

the depth of two or three feet. It is more than probable, that.the Bear,
Pccafionally feed on thefe dead infe&s.



moft every one that is in good.condition :- fo that
the few lkins they do fave and bring to the mar.

ket, are only of thofe which are fo poor that their
flehis not.worth eating*. In faa, the fkinning

of a Bear fpoils the meat thereof, as much as it

would do to fkin a young- porker, -or a roafting

pig. The fame may be· faid of fwans (the fkins.
of which the Comnpany have lately made an arti,

cie of trade); otherwife thoufands of their fkins

might be brought to market annually, by the In-

dians that trade with the Hudfon's Bay Compa-

ny's fervants at the different fettlements about

the Bay.

The Brown BROWN BEARS are, I believe, never found in

Bear. the North-Indian territories : but I faw the fkin

of an enormous grizzled Bear at the tents of the

Efquimaux at. the Copper River; and mainy of

then are faid to breed not very remote from that

part.

TheWolve- The WOLVERENE is common in the Northern

"'' regions, as far North as the Copper River, and

perhaps farthev. They are equally the inhabitants

of woods and barren grounds; for the Efquimaux

to the North of Churchill kill many of them when

their fkins are in excellent feafon: a proof of

their

a It is common for the Southern Indians to tamne and domeflicate the

yourg cubs; and they are frequently taken fo young that they cannot eat.

on thofe occafions the Indians oblige their aives who have nilk in their

breafts tofurckie thcrn. And one of the Company's fervants, whofe name

is lfaac Éatt* willing to be as great a brute as his Indian companions, abfc-

hitely forced one of his wvives, who had recently loft her infant, to fuckle a

yoprg Ecar.

AJOURNEY-,T) -THE
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tl.qir being capable of braving the fevereft cold.

They are very flow in their pace, but their won.

derful fagacity, ftrength, and acute fent, make

ample amends for that ýdefeC;: for they are felt

dom killed at any feafon vhen they do not prove

very fat : a great proof of their being excellent

providers. With refpeé to the fiercernefs of this

animal which fome affert, I can fay little, but I
I know them to.be beafts of, great courage and

refolution, for I once faw one of them take pof-

feffion of a deer that an Indian had killed, and

though the Indian advanced within twenty yards,
he would not relinquifh his claim to it, but fuf-

fered himfelf to be fhot fianding on the deer. I
once faw a fimilar innfance of a lynx, or wild cat,

which alfo fuffered itfelf, to be killed before it

'would relinquifh the prize. The wolverenes

have alfo frequently been. feen to take a deer

from a wolf before the latter had time to begin

his repaft after killing it. Indeed their- amazing

nfrength; and the length and fharpnefs of their

claws, render them. capable of making a ftrong

refifnance againil any other animal in thofe parts,

the Bear not excepted. As a proof of their

amazing ftrength, there was one at 'Churchill

fome years fince, that overfet the greate.flpart of

a large pile of wood, (containing a whole Win-

ter's firing, that mneafured upwards' of feventy

yards round,) to get at fome provifions that had

been hid there by the Company's fervants, whea

going to the Factory-to fpend the Chriftmas holi-
days.
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d.a. The faà was, this ýeni-ma hadþm gk

ipg about in the neighbourhogd of their tent

(which was about çight miles fron the 'afgry)
fqr forse weçks, and had committed many de-

predations on the game caught in their trgps ad
Çnarçs, as well as eaten many foxes that were kili-
e4 by guns fet for that purpofe: but the Wolve-
repç was too cunning to take either trap or gln

bimfelf. The people knowing the mifchievous

di4p§tion of jhofe animals, topk (as they

thought) the moft effe&ual method to feci4re thç
irmains of their provifions, which thçy did ot

chufç to carry home, and accordingly tied it up

in hundles and placed it on the top of the wood.

pile, (about two miles frorm their tent,) little

thinking the Wolverene would find it out ; but

to their great furprize, when they returned to

their tint afier the holidays, they found the pile

of wod in the aate already rmientioned, though

fe of thç tres that cqmpofçd it were as ruchi

as two men could carry. The only reafon the

people could give for the anin.al doing fo much

mnifchief was, that in his attempting to carry off

the booty, fome of the fmall parcels of provifions

had fallen down into the hçart of the pile, and
fooner than lofe half his prize, he purfued the

above mçthod till hç had acçomplihed his ends.

rhe bags of Sour, oatmeal, and peafe, though of

gio .fe to hirm, he tore al to pieces, and fçattered

the contents about on the fnow; but every bit

of animal fQQd, confiing of beef, pork, bacon,

venifon,
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mnifoln, )fatgeefe, partridges, &c. to a.confide.

yabe amnunt; -te carried -away. Thefe animais

are .geat enemies to tthe J3ea.ver, but -the .manner

of-life of ithe latter prevents theinrom falling

into their clutches fo -frequently as niany othet

animals,; they commit wvaft depredations on,,he

foxes during theiSummer, while îthe young.onCs

are fmalk; 'their quick feent direks themito.t eli

idens, and if the entrance be stoo lmal, their

Rirength eenables ýthem to*widen it, and go in and

ill:the mother and.all.:her cubs. lmfaatheyare
%hemoft deftruftiveanimais!in this country>.

,OTTERs are pretty !plentifulin .thexivcrs to:the he Ottcrs

North of Churchili, iasfarasilatitude:6z"; farther

Iorth :1 d-o lot xecolleâ to Èhave feen ,any. -i
-Winter ;they generally fre-quent -thofe parts of
rivers where thereare falls or rapids, which do
.mot freeze in the .coldefi Winters; ;becauf ii
fuch fituations they are;mofi likely to ind penty

offh, .aad<the open water gies them afteeed-
mniffion tto the flhore, where they Lfometimes go~
to;eat:the.fifh they .have caught; but moft comt

xnonly fit on.the ice, orget.on a grcatftoneinthe
river. They are frequently feen In the very
Adepth .of Winter at a confiderable diftagge from

$ Mr.Irahan fays theyFake their lodging in the clefts of rocks, Prg
hollow trees. 'I he forsmer I acknowledge, but I believe that neither ir"
Grahan.hor -any.of the Company's fervants ever fswan inf*ance:of Eiq
latter. ;In faft, =ding.gli my 5raeIs ja the terior.parts of .gg9

Bay, I,,ever fav a hpllow tree that was capableoffording fhe;ter to any

largeranimal-than- iartins, ackahes, or wejaeks; much 1fs,-*e guiu

.hatch or Bear, as fome have ered.
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any known open water, both in woods and on
open plains, as well as on the ice of .large lakes;
but it is not known what has led them to fuch

places: perhaps merely for amufement, for they

are not known to kill any game on the land dur-
ing that feafon. If purfued when among the

woods in Winter, (where the fnow is always

light and deep,) they immediately dive, and make

confiderable way under it, but are eafily traced

by the motion of the fnow above them, and

foon overtaken. The Indians kill numbers of

them with clubs, by tracing them in the fnow;

but foume of the- old ones are fo fierce when clorè

purfued, that they turn and fly at -their purfuer,

and their bite is fo fevere that it is much dreadçd

by the Indians. Befides this method of killing

them, the Indians have another, which is equally

fuccefsful; namely, by concealing themfelves

vithin a reafonable gun-fhot of the Otters ufual

landing-places, and waiting their coming out of

the water. This method is. more generally prac-

tifed in moon-light rights. They alfo .hoot many

of them as they are fporting in the water, and

forne few are caught in traps.

The Otters in this, as well as every other part

of the bay, vary in fize and colour, according to

age and feafon. In SuMmer, when the hair is very

fhort, they are almoft black, but as the Winter

advances, they turn to a beautiful dark auburn,

except a fmall fpot under thé chin, which is of a

filver gray. *This colour they retain all the Win-
ter;
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ter; but late- in the Spring (though long before

they fhed their coat) they turn to a dull rufty
brown ; fo that a perfon who is acquainted with
thofe changes can tell to a great nicety, by look-
ing at the fkins, (when offered for fale,) the very

time they were killed, and pay for them accordin

to their value. The number of their young is
various, from three to five or fix. They unite

in copulation the fame as a dog, and fo do every

other animal that has a bone in the penis. I will

here enumerate all of that defcriçtion that I
know of in thófe parts, viz. bears of all forts,

wolves, wolvereens, foxes, martins, otters we-

jacks, jackafhes, fkunks, and ermines*

JACKASH. This animal is Certainhy no OtherThe Jack-

than the leffer Otter of Canada, as its colourafh

fize, and manne- of life entirely correfpond with

the defcription of that animal in Mr. Pennant's

Arcaic Zoology. They, like the larger Otter,

are frequently found in Winter feveral miles from

any water, and are often caught in traps built for

martins. They are fuppofed to prey on mice and

partridges, the fame as the martin; but when by

the fide of rivers or creeks, they generally feed on

fifh. They vary fo much in fize and colour,

that it was very eafy for Mr. Pennant to have

miffaken the fpecimen fent home for another ani-

mal. They are the eafieft to tame and domefli-

cate

* The Otter is very fond of play; and one of their favourite paftimes

is, to get on a high ridge of fnow, bend their fore-feet backward, and flide

down the fide of it, fometimes te the diftance of twenty yards.
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cate.of any ani I kiow, except a Itrgelpees

0f field-mice,.called the HIair.tAiled MVoue; for (a

; very fhort time .they are fo fond, thatit is fkarçe-

ly poflible to .lkeep then fron climbing- up one's

legs and body, and they -nter feel themfelves

appier than when itting on the ofbQuler; but

when ,angr-y, or frightençd, like the.f1k nk,)?they

emita very difagreeable ifael. 'hey fleep very

much in the da<y, but prowl about and feed in-the

night; they are very f£rce when at their:mt.s,

not fuffering:thofe to whohm they are :notl attach.

cd ,to take it from them. . lhame .kept feveral ef

tbem,, -bt their .over.fondnefs mgde them troue

blefome, as tbey -w e always in :he way ; and

their fe fregiently emritt-ing z difagreeable fmell,

repdered hem quie difgufting.

The We- Themgh the WE¾Aes * and Seime aire inever
jsck and fod -ii the 'Northern indian country, yet can-

Suk. un

not hlbp ohçferving that the fStid fmell of the

litter ,as not been much ezaggerated by any

AWthor. When I was at Cumberland [ioufe,
in the -FaUof one tboufand frven hundred and

feveigy-fogr, foue icdians that were tenting on

the

,Mr. Grahamn ,,aerts that .this-aniuual freques .the bsanksof cre.eks,

and feeds on fifh ; but thefe are.by no ,means their ufual haunts. Ihave,

thowever, no doubt, ,but when they'ind fifh on7theland, that they may

,at;it, Ile othercarnivrous anim~ajs; but dhey a;re as (hy of taking tb.

water as a domenic cat. They climb trees, and catch partridges, mice,

and rabbits, with as much eafe as a martin. . They are eafily tamed and

domeflicated, are very fond of tea-leaves,have a pleafant muiky fmell, an&

arc.cay playfu.
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pade g feaL of thlen; when the fpot where they

were fipged an4 gutted .was fo impregnaxed wit

%hat ngsifeous fr.ll which they emnt, that after a

whQle Wiuter had el?.pfed, an_4 the fgpw h4
thawe4 ,way in the $pring, th frndl was li-

tolerble. I am topd, howevçr, that the efJ is

by go 4ageas t4itçd with the fmell, i çare 4r
tgken in g. ting, apd t4kipg çt. the 4ag that

contas this furprifing efagva, and whiçh tlhey

have ille power of mnittipg at pfr4pre; -»t I

r3ther do4Ut their being c4pabe of ejeâia

their Urine fo far 1s is reported i 1 d -pot thnk
it is their tige whiçh containe tht- peieial

44uvia, for if that was -he cafe, 4,l the çons-
try where they frequent would bç fa fçente4 witc
it, that neither man nor beafl could live there

with any degree of comfort.

The ColgoN nga MAWTr is found in Moft The Pia

parts of this country, and though very fcarce in

wihat is abfolutely called the Northerr Indian

territory, yet by the Içlig s rolling toward the

bqrders of the Sputhçrn Indiap çountry, are cIi-

cd in gret numbers, açd agorally ta4ed for at

Chiurchill Factory.
The -ERMINE, or STOTE, is cOnaigof in thofe The Er-

parts, bit generally more plçntiful op the barren ,

ground, and open plajns or r:ýrfhbs, than in the

woods; probably owing to the miçe being rmore

4vnlmeçous in t. e fprr.g içtiqxe tain the

age~r.
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ratter. In Summer they are of a tawney brown,
but in Winter of a delicate white all over, ex-

cept the tip of the tail, which is of a gloffy black.

They are, for their fize, the ftrongeft and moft

courageous animal I know: as they not only
kill partridges, but even attack rabbits with great

fuccefs. They fometimes take up their abode in

the out-offices and provifion-fheds belonging t'

the Faclories; and though they commit fome de.

predations, make ample amends by killing great

numbers of mice, which are very numerous and

deftru&ive at moi of the fettlements in the Bay.
I have taken much pains to tame and domefticate

this beautiful animal, but neyer could fucceed';

for the longer I kept it the more reftlefs and im-

patient it became.

Animals with Cutting Teeth.

The Mufk e MUSK RAT, or MUsqUASH; or, as Natura-
Rat' Iif s call it, the MUSK BEAVER; is common in

thofe parts; generally frequenting ponds and

deep fwamps that do not freeze dry in Winter.

The rnanner of life of this fpecies of ·animals is

peculiar, and refembles that of the Beaver, as

they are in fome refpeàs provident, and build

houfes to fhelter themfelves from the inclemency

of the cold in Winter; but inftead of making

thofe houfes on the banks of ponds or fwamps,
like the Beaver, they generally build them on the

ice



NORTHERN OCEAN. g

ice as foon as it-is âkinned over, and at a confide-
rable difiance from the fhore; always taking care
to keep a hole open in the ice to admit them to
dive for their food, which chiefly confifis of the

roots of grafs: in the Southern parts of the coun.

try they feed much on a well.known root, call Ca-

lanu4s Aromaticus. Ther materials made ufe of in

building their houfes are mud and grafs, which
they fetch up from the bottom. It fometimes
happens in very cold Winters, that the holes. in
their houfes freeze over, in fpite of all their efforts

to keep them open. When that is the cafe, and

they have no provifions left in the houfe, the

firongeft preys on the weakeft, till by degrees

only one is left out of a whole lodge. I have

feen feveral inftances fufiicient to confirm the

truth of this affertion; for when their houfes

were broke open, the fkeletons of feven or eight

have been found, and only one entire animal.

Though they occafionally eat fifh and other ani-

mal food, yet in general they feed very clean, and

when fat are good eating, particularly when nice-

l.y finged, fçalded, and boiled. They are eafily
tamed, and foon grow fond; are very cleanly

and playful, and fmell exceedingly pleafant of

mu'k ; but their refemblance to a Rat is fo great

that few are partial to them. Indeed the only

difference between them and a common Rat, ex-

clufive of their fuperior fize, is, that their hind-

feet are large and webbed, and the tail, inffead of

eing round, is fiat and fcaly.
Though
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Ihdutgh- t have bcfoîe faid, th ât thé ýfiù'i ea «"

*ét- gencraflý btild their' houfè dxt the ice, kt k

n'ot àlways- th ëCale; fot in the, southe6iin pets of'

die .coÙnùtiy, p'at*du1atly al-on't Cnýbhêraiid-

Htife, 1lhae feei.:Ë, ai fomd- of the ck P fwamffps

ta ve'ôveËr-tun *4th rmIIeýs aiËid'long gras,
riei'ny, fieal, -iffe&ýd tht~ have been ràièc bý y tfi

ifidùefty o-f thofe aimals ; Ôn the tops of WIikh

thi-yý had built their" h-oufes, lîke the beaverë, tiime

of *hkch «ere výer'y I:rgé. 1Éhe tops, of t hoôfe'
hicifes are favôùrteè breedig.placesê for theë geefe,
wlaich- bfing fôrth theèir yoirng broôd tli.ere, w- ith"

ocX the fraià f beiîg ffioleftd by, foxýês,, or any
other defrud ive an~imial' e±cept'thé Eag6.

Trhe P.cu- 'eiocu-ïiwiýs aré fo fcarce .to the N ôth 6îf
pie Curci1 ierf and' I' doà not recollé& to* have'

fèeex moôre fhan'fik duriig' almoif thtfree yea rs refi.
deiceê ainfg the' Norôthernà Indiais. Mr*. Pri.

nàntobfeve"sin bÈs Acàic- Zoologyý, thaÉ te

alwaàys h*avýé, *tWOÔ àt' a tiied; oneë brought* forth
a1ive~ aned the- otlie fillabornlwS but I flever faw

an, ianc~ o hsknd, thoÉugh'ini dlifferent'parts
oÈf tu -o-Uif)ry I havé fé-eïï the-n 1ý illed! in al
ûageîés« of pr-eornarïqr'y. The fiI o-f' the porcupin e

is výery deêWýdoùT a-n*dl f6o ffïuh efteerne-d' by the

Iiatriàs, thait'the*y thif-k* * k the greËateif lùxury

th<aýt' their couiïtry' mfords. The. quille are in

great

~ TM~i*~ixi~atid ~wa~gtv d, ufMf Ééraeidfr 1tfr~ oIeMe

Grzarn; but thé before-mcntio«ýed aceount of f6beïin theïiii kîlIed in*aIl

ûiages of pregiiancv, when no fyntptoms of that kind appeared, wili kt

hp4be fiiùficiept to clear up that reiflake.



great requen amonw: the womenp who rhke
therex ino a variety of ornarnents, fudi as fhot
bags, belts,. garters, brateIets-. -c; Their modet
of copullatien is fingular, for their quilis wil no
permit them to perffôrm that office in: the u;fuat

mode, likeother quadrupeds; To rermedythis i-'
convenience, they fometimes Iii on ther fides, aind

et in that manner ; but the ufual mde is for

the male to lie on his back, and the female w
walk over him, (beginning; at his head,,) tillt he
parts of generation come fir contact. They are
the moft forlorn animai 1 know; for i thofe
parts of Hudfon's Bay where they are mof É*«
Merousý it is not comxnon to fee more tharw one
hr a place. They are fo· remrkab1y &ow ad
fupid, that oUr- Indians going with packeu&Ïom
Fort to Fort often fee thme in the tre-es but not:
havi ng occafion for them at thar time, lewe them
t11 their return-; and f1ould their abfence b6 î
weekor ten days, they are fure to flnd theta
within a mile of the place where they had feeif
them before.

Foxeof various-coloursare not fcacwe in tofeFoxes of
various Ce

parts; but the' natives living fch, ai wandeningiours.

life, feldom IdIl many. It is rather ftrange that

no other fpecies: of Fox, except the white, are

found at any diffance from the woods on the

breren ground y for fo long as the trade has been

eftablifhed with tIe Efqui nauxi to the North of

Churchill, I do net* recollea that Fores of ädy

ether coleur tha- white: wree ver received frOrm
thrmT

The
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Varying The VARYING HARES are numerous to the

North of Churchill River, and extend as far as

latitude 72'', probably farther. They delight

moif in rocky and ftony places, near the borders

of woods; thouglimany of thembrave the cold-

eft Winters on entire barren ground. In Sum.

rner they are nearly the colour of our Englifh

wild rabbit; but in Winter affume a mou deli-

cate white ail over, except the tips of the ears,

which are black. They are, when full grown

and in good còndition, very large, many of them

weighing fourteen or fifteen pounds ; and if not

too old,, are good eating. In Winter they feed

on long rye-grafs and the tops of dw*arf willows,

but in Summer eat berries, and~different forts of

finall herbage. They are frequently killed on the

South-fide of Churchill River, and feveral have

been known to breed near the fettlement at that

place. They mui multiply very faft, for when

we evacuated Prince of Wales's Fort in one thou.

fand feven hundred and eighty-two, it was rare

to fee one of them within twenty or thirty miles

of that place ; but at our return, in one thoufand

feven hundred and eighty-three, we found them

in fuch numbers, that it was coimon for one

man to kill two or three in a day within half a.

mile of the new fettlement. But partly perhaps,

from fo many being killed, and partly from the

furvivors being fo frequently diflurbed, they

have fhifted their fituation, and are at prefent as

fcarce near the fettleient as ever. The Northern

Indians
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Indians purfue a fingular method of' .hooting

thofe Hares; finding by long experience that

thefe animalis will not bear, a dir-e approach,

whenthe Indians fee a hare fitting, they walk

round it in circles, always drawing nearer at

every revolution, till by degrees they get within

gun-fhot. The middle of the day, if it be clear
weather, is the beft time to kill theinin this man.

ner; for before and after noon, the Sun's'alti.

tude being fo fmall, makes a man's fhadow fo

long on the show, asto frighten the Hare before

he can approach near enough to kil it. The fàme

may be faid of deer when. on open plains, who

are frequently more frightened at the long fhadow

than at the man himfelf.

The AMERICAN HARES, or, as they are called ^'c.

in Hudfon's Bay, R ABBITs, are not plentiful in,
the Eaftern parts of the Northern Indian country,
not even in thofe parts that are fituated among

the woods; but to the Weftward, bordering on

the Southern Indian country, they are in fome

places pretty numerous, though by no means

equal -to what has been reported of them at York

Fort, and fomie other fettlements in the Bay.

The furr of thofe animals, when killed in the

beif part of the feifon, was for many years en-

tirely negleCted by the furriers; for fome tine

paft the Company have ordered as many of their

fkins to be fent home as can be procured; they

are but of finall value.

The flefh of thofe Hares is generally more

C c efteemed
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efteemed than that of the former. They are in
feafon al the Winter; and though they general-
ly feed on the brufh of pine and fir during that

feafon, yet manîy of the Northern Indians eat the

contents of the flomach. They are feldom fought

after in Summer, as in that feafon they are not

efteemed good eating; but as the Fall advances

they are, by feeding on berries, Zfc. moft excel-

lent. In Spring they fhed their Winter coat, and

during the Summer are nearly the colour of the
Énglifh wild rabbit, but as the Winter advances
they become nearly white. In thick weather they

are eafily fhot with the gun; but the mof: ufual

method of killing them is by fnares, fet nearly in

the manner defcribed by Dragge in the F7irft Vo.

ume of his North Weft Paffage.

The Com- The CoMMoN SQUIRaRELS are plentiful in the

"q"xr" woody parts of this country, and are caught by

the natives in confiderable numbers with fnares,

while the boys kill many of them with blunt-

headed arrows. The method of fnaring them is

rather curious, though very fimple, as it confifns

of nothing more than fetting a number of fnares

all round the body of the tree in which they are

feen, and arranging them in fuch a manner that

it is fcarcely pofdible for the fquirrels to defcend·

without being entangled in one of them. This

is generally the amufement of the boys. Though

fmall, and feldorÀ fat, yet they are good eating.

The beauty and delicacy of this animal induced

me to attempt taming and domefticating fome of

them,

A JOURNEY TO THE
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them, but without fuccefs; for thotgh feieral of

them were fo familiar as to take any thing out
of my hand, and fit on the table where I was
writing, and play with the pens, &Î. yet they

never would bear to be handled, and were very

rirfchievous; gnawing the chair-bottoms, wirni -

dow#.cartains, fafhes, &t. to pieces. They are -aîi

article of trade in the Comnpanys flandard, but
the greateft part of their fkins, being killed îi
Summer, are of very little value.

The GROUND S-UIRRELS are liever found ià TheGround

the woody parts of North America, but are very
plentiful on the barren ground, to the North of
Churchill River, as far aa the atiti'de 7"', and
probably much farther. In fize tfrey are equa to

the American Grey Squirrel, though more beau-

tiful in colour. They generally borrovv anong

the rocks and under great flotres, but fornetimes

on the fides of fandy ridges ; and are fo provi-

dent in laying up a Winter's flock during the

Summer, that they are feldom feen on the furface

of the fnow in Winter. They generally feed on
the tufts of grafs, the tender tops of dwarf wil-
iows, &c. and are for the moft part exceedingly

fat, and good eating. They are eafly tamed,
and foon grow fond; by degrees they w'll bear

handling as well as a cat; are exceeding cleanly,
very playful, and by no means fu retlefsand lim.

patient of confinement as the Common Squirrel,

MIC E are in great plenty and variety Àe all Mice ofva

parts of.udfon's Bay; the marffies being inha-

C c 2 bited

2
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bited by one fpecies, and the dry ridges by ano-

ther. The Shrew Moufe is frequently found in

Beaver houfes during Winter, where they not on-

ly find a warm habitation, but alfo pick up a

comfortable livelihood frotn the fcraps left by the

Beaver. Moif of the other fpecies build or make

nefts of dry grafs, of fuch a fize and thicknefs,

that when covered with fnow, they muif be fuf.

flciently warm. They al feed en grafs in gene.

ral, but will alfo eat animal food when they can

get it. The Hair-tailed Moufe is the largei in

the Northern parts of the Bay, being little inferi.

or in fize to a common rat. They always burrow

under fones, on dry ridges ; are very inoffenfive,

and fo eafily tamed, that if taken when full-grown,
fome of them will in a day or two be perfealy

reconciled, and are fo fond of being handled,

that they will creep about your neck, or into

your bofom. In Summer they are grey, and in

Winter change to white, but are by no means fo

beautiful as a white ermine. At that feafon they

are infeaed with multitudes of fmall lice, not a
fixth part fo large as the, Mites in a cheefe; in

fa&, they are fo Imall, that at firif fight they only

a ear like reddifi-brown du%, but on- clofer ex.
amination are all perceived in motion. In one

large and beautiful animal of this kind, caught

in the depth of Winter, I found thofe little ver-

min fo numerous about it, that almoft every hair

was covered with them as thick as ropes with

onions, and whea they approached near the ends
of



of the hair they may be faid to change the moufe

from white to a faint brown. At that time I had

an excellent microfcope, and endeavoured to ex-

amine them, and to afcertain their form, but the

weather was fo exceedingly cold, that the glaffes

became damp with the moifture of my breath be-

fore I could get a, fingle fight. The hind-feet of

thefe Mice are exa&ly like thofe of a Bear, and the

fore-feet are armed with a horny fubftance, (that

I neyer faw in any other fpecies of the Moufe,)

which is wonderfully adapted for f:raping away
the grotnd where they wifh to take up their

abode. They are plentiful on fome of the ftony
ridges near Churchill Fa&ory, but never approach

the houfe, or any of the out-offices. From ap-

pearances they are very local, and feldom ftray

far from their habitations even in fummer, and in

Winter they are feldom feen on the furface of the

frow ; a great proof of their being provident m

Summer to lay by a flock for that fçafon.

Pinnated 9Quadrupeas.

With refpec. to the Piïnated Quadrupeds with

fin-like feet, there are but few fpecies in Hud-

fon's Bay. The Walrus, or Sea-Horfe, and Seals,
are the only ones that I know.

The WALRUS are numero.us about Merry and rhe Wal-

Jones's Iflands, but more fo on a fmall ifland call. ras.

ed Sea-Horfe Ifland, that lies in the fair way go-
ing

NORTHERN OCEAN.
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ing to Whale Cove. In July one thqufand feven
hundred anîd fixty-feveu, when on my vqyage to
the North of Churchill River, in palling Sea.
Horfe Ifland we faw fuch numbers of thofe ani-
ml lying on the fhore, that when fome fwivel

guns loaded with ball were fired among them, the
whole beach feemed to be in motion. The great.
eh part of them plurkged into the water, and many
of them fwam round the veffel within mu&ket.

ot. Every one oa board exerted their fkiIl in

kiUling thexn, but it. was attended with fo little
faccefs, that thie few which were killed funk ta
the bottoï, and thofe which were Mnortally
wounded made off out of oiw reach..

With what propriety thofe animals are called

Horfes, I, cannat fee; for there is not the lcafi
refemblanLce in any one part. Their bodies, fns,
&c. are esaaly like thofe of an enormous Seal,
and the head is not very unlike that animal, ex.
cept that the nofe is muchi broader, to give room
for the two large tufks that pr'oject from the up.
per jaw. Thofe tufks, and their red fparkling
eyes, make them have a very ferce and formida,
ble appearance.

They are generally found in confiderable num-
bers, which indicate their love of fociety; and;
their affe&ion for each other is very apparent, as
they always flock round thofe that are wounded,

and when they fink, accompany them to thebot-
tom, but foon rife to the furface, and make a

hieogs roaring, and of al amphibious animals,

they
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they are at times the lean fenfible of danger from
man that I know,

They often attack finall boats merely through

wantoñnefs, and not only put the people in great
confufion, but fubje& them to great danger;

for they always aim at ftaving the boat with their

tufks, or endeavour to get in, but are never

known tô hurt the people. In the year one

thoufa* d feven hundred and fixty-fix fome of the

loop's crew, who annually fail to the North to

tiade with the Efquimaux, were attacked by a

great number of thofe animals; and notwith.

fianding their utmof endeavours to keep them

eff, one more daring than the reif, though a finall

one, got in over the ffern, and after litting and

looking at the people fome time, he again plung-

cd into the water to bis companions. At that

infiarnt another, of an enormous fize, was getting

in over the bow; and every other means proving

ineffeclual to prevent fuch an unwelcome vifit,

the bowmian took up a gun, loaded with goofe-

fiot, put the muzzle into the Horfe's mouth, and

fhot- hiin dead; he immediately funk, wnd was

followed by all bis co±npanions. The people then

made thé beif of their way to the veffel, and juif

arrived before the Sea-Ilorfes were ready to

make their fecond attack, which in all probability

might have been worfe than the firft, as they feem-

ed much enraged at the lofs of their companion.

Thofe animals are of various fizes, according

to age and other circumftances; fome are not

larger
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arger than an old Seal but there arehofe among
them that are not 1efthan two ton weight.

The fkin and teeth are the monft valuable parts
to the natives; for the fat is hard and grifly, and
the flefh coarfe, black, and tough.

Thofe. animals are feldom found on the conti.
nent which borders on Iudfon's Bay, or far up,
in bays, .rivers, or inlets, but ufually frequent

fmail iflands, and fea-girt fhoals, at fome diffance

from the main land; but as thofe places are fro-
zen over for many miles. during Winter, -it is
natural to think they keep at the edge of the wa-
ter among the driving ce .during that feafon.
They are fuppofed to feed chiefly on marine
plants, and perhaps on fhell-fifh, for their excre-
ment is exceedingly offenfive.

s. SEAZS of various fizes and colours are com.,
mon in monf parts of Hudfon's Bay, but moft nu-
merous to the North. Some of thofe animals are
beautifully fpeckled, black and white; others are
of a dirty grey. The former are generally fmall,
but fome of the latter arrive at an amazing fize,
and their fkins are of great ufe to the Efquimaux;
as it is of them they cover their canoes, make all
their boot-egs and fhoes, befides many other parts
of their clothing. The Seal-fkins are alfo of
great ufe to thofe people as a fubifitute for cafks,
to preferve oil, &c. for Winter ufe; they are
alfo blown full of wind and dried, and then ufed
as buoys on the whale-fifhery. The flefh and fat
of the Seal is alfo more efteemed by the Efqui.

maux
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maux~anma fhn er"al,-maux th~in hofé of a:y othe marine aniaf-

mon not-exceptëd.

Befides thefe, the SEA-UNICORN is JCnown to Sea Uni.

frequent Hudfon's Bay and Straits, but I never

faw one-of them. Their horns are frequently pur-

chafed from our friendly Efquimaux, who proba,

bly get them in the way of barter from thofe
tribes that refide more to the North; but I ne-

ver could be informed by the natives whether

their fkins are lik. thofe of the Whale, or hairy
like thofe of the Seal; I fuppofe the former.

Species of Fi/h

1Te FŽsh that inhabit the falt water of T Iudfon's

Bay are but few:-the Black Whale, White

Whale, Salmon, and a fmall fifh called Kepling,
are the only fpecies of fea-fifh in thofe parts*.

The BLACK WHALE iS fometimes found as far Black

South as Churchill River, and I was prefent at the .

killing of three there; but this was in the courfe

of twenty years. To the Northward, particular.

ly near Marble Ifland, they are more plentiful;

but notwithglanding the Company carried on a

fifhery

*In the Fall of the yegr i 68, a fine rock cod was drove on fhore in a

high gale of wind, and was eaten at the Governor's table; Meffrs. William

Wales and Jofeph Dymond, who went out to obferve the tranfit of Venus

which happened on the 3 d of June 1769, partook of it;. but I never heard

of one being caught with a hook, nor ever faw an entire fifh of that de-

fiption in thofe parts their jaw-bones are, however, frequently found

oa the [bores.
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fifhery in that quarter, from the year one thou.

fand feven hundred and fixty-five till one thou-

fand feven hundred and feventy-two, they were

fo far from making it anfwer their expecations,

that they funk upwards of twenty thoufand

pounds; which is the lefs to be wondered at,
when we confider the great inconveniencies and

expences they laboured under in fuch an under-
taking. For as it was impoffible to profecute t

from England, all the people employed on that

fervice were obliged to refide at their fettlement

all the year at extravagant wages, exclufive of
their maintenance. The harpooners had no lefs

than fifty pounds per annum ftanding wages, and

none of the crew lefs than froma fifteen to twenty-
five pounds ; which, together with the Captains

falaries, wear and tear of their veffels, and other
contingexnt ependes, ade it ppear on calculati.

<n, that if there were a certaiity of loadn-rg the

veffels evëty yea, thé Company could not clear*

tiemnfelves. On the contrary, during the feven

years they perfevered in that undeartking, only

four Black Whales were taken near IMarble Ifland;

and, except one, they were fo fmall, that they

would flot have been deenied payable fifh in the

Greenand fervicé*. But the Hudfon's Bay Com-

pany, with a liberality that doçs honour to them,
though

*-I haVe heard that no ahele caught by our Greenland fhips is called a

Pay-ih-;- that is, that no-emolument arifes ta the harpoe.er' that fhikes

it; uinlefs the·longeft blade of the bone, ufually called Whale-bone, mca-

fresfix fet·;, w-he eas thofe killed in IHudfor's May:feldon·meafíred spore

than four feet and an half.



though perfely acquainted with the rules obferv.
edin the Greenland fervice, gave the fame pre.
mium for a fucking fIh,I as fqr one of the gretef

magnitude,.
WHITE WHALEs. are very pieltDflidn thofe White

parts, particularly from CÇhe11ùeidd's Inlet towhae

York Fort, or Hay's Riger, on the Weft fide of

the Bay; and from Capç Smith to Slude River

on the Eafi fide. On the Weft coaft they arege

nerally fou.. d in the greateft numbersat the

mouths of the principal rivers; fuç. -as Seal
River, Churchill, Port Nelfon, and Hay's Rivers.

But the Eaft fide of the Bay not being fo welI
knowa, Whale. RIer is the only part they are

known to fregaient in.very confiderable numbers.
Some years ago the Company had a fettlement at
this river, called Richmond Fort ; but al- their en.
deavours to- efabliffi a profitable fdlhery here prov.
ed ineffe&ual, ànd the few Indians who reforted
to it with furrs proving very inadequate to the

expences, the Company determined to evacuate

it. Accordingly, after keeping up this fettlement

for upward of twelve years, and fmking many
thoufands of pounds, they ordered it to be burnt,

for the more eafily getting the fpikesand other

ionwork. This was in the year one thoufand
feven hundred and fifty-eight.

At the old eflabliffied Faétories on the Weft
fide of the Bay, the Company have been more
fuccefsful' in the White- Whale fifhery, particular-
ly at Churchill, were fuch of the Company's fer-

y4nts as cannot be employed during that feafon

to
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te nAcre enefit or the Company, are feut on

that duty, and in fàrne fuccefsful yëarsthey felV

hone from eight tothirteen tons of fine òil. Toö

encourage a fpirit of induftry amoông- thofe em-

ployed on this fervice, the Company allows a gra-

tuity, not only te the harpooners, but te évery

man that fails- in the boats and- his-gratuity is

fo ample as to iufpire them with emulation, as

they well know that the more they kill, the great-

er will be their emolument.

.,.SALMON" are in fome feafous very numerous on

the-North Weft, ide of Hudfon's Bay; particular.

Iy at Knapp's Bay and Whale Cove: At the lat-

ter I once found thei fo plentiful, that had we

been provided with a fufficient number of nets,
cafksi and falt, we might foon have loaded the

veffel with:them. But this is feldom the cafe,

for in forbe years they are fo fcarce, that it is

with difficuty a few meals, of them can be pro.
cured during our ftay at thofe harbours. They

are in. fome years fo plentiful near Churchill

River, that I. have, known upward of two hun.

dred fine fifh taken outof four fmall.netirin one

tide within a quarter of a mile of the Fort; but

in other years they are fo'fcarce, that barely that

number have been -taken in upward of twenty

nets during the whole feafon, which generally
begins- the latter end of June, and ends about

the rMiddle or latter end of Augufi.

< .e .Befide the fi{h already mentioned, I know of

no other that inhabits the falt water except the

KEPLING,
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KEPLING, which is a fmall fiflh about the fize of a

fmeit, but mof excellent eating. In fome years

they refort to the £hores near -hurchill -River in

fuch multitudes to fpawn, and fuch nµambers of
then are left dry a'nng the rocks, as at, rimes to

be quite offenfive. 'I, other feafons they are fo
fcarce, that hardly a meal can be.procured..

The fame remark .may -be -made on almoif eve-

ry fpecies of game, which conftitutes the greateft

part of the. fare of the people refi;ling in thofe

parts. For inflance, in fome years, hundreds of

deer may eafily be killed wlithin a mile of York
Fort; and in others, there is not one to be.fee

within twenty or thirty miles. One, day thou-

fands and tens of thoufands of geefe are feen, but

the next they ail raife flight, and go to the North
to breed. Salmon, as I have lately obferved, is

fo plentiful in fome years at Chuarchill River, that

it might be procured in any quantity; at others

fo fcarce as to be thought a great delicacy.

In faE, after twenty years refidence in this

country, I am perfuaded that whoever relies

much on the produice of the different feafons, will

frequently be deceived, aid occafionally expofe

himfelf and men-to great wanrt.

To remedythis evil, it is moft prudent for thofe

in com mand to avail themfelves of plentiful fea-

fons, and cure a fufficient quantity of the leaR

perifhable food, particularly geefe.
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SMei Fi|h

Sheli F~ifh. SHrLL FIsH of-a variety of kinds are alfô f6Båd

in fone parts of Hudfon's Bay. Mufdes in pat.
ticular are in great abundance on the rocky lores
inear Churchill River, and what is vulgairly called

the Pcriwincle are very plentiful on the rockg

which dry at Iwwater. Small Crabs and Star-

ih are freqently thrown on the fhore by the
furf in heavy galesofwind; and the empty fhisl

of Wilks, fmal1 ScalIops, Cockles, and many other

kinds, are to be- found on. the beaches in great

plenty. The fame may be faid of the interior
parts of the country, where the banks of the

lakes and rivers abound with empty ïIeIls of va.

rions kinds ; but the ff&h thernfelves have never
been difovered by the natives.

Frg, Gruls and&ther ß

FROGs of various €olours are : iers ku thofe

parts as far North as the latitude 6W. They ai-
ways frequent the margins of lakes, ponds, rivers,
and fwamps: and us-the Winter approaches,rthey
burrow under-the mofs, atr confiderable diftance

fium the water, where they remain in a frozen
flate till the Spring. I have frequently feen

them
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them dug upwith* the mofs- (whn pitching
tents in Win€ë, frozen as hardaice ; in which

Rate the legs arc as eafily broken off as a pipq.
Rem, 9without giving thé -eaß fanfation to the

animal; but by wrafPpiïg therm; up in warm

kins, and expofinghei to a flow fire, they foon

recover life, and th mutilated animal gains its
afual a&ivity; but if they are permitted to freeze

again, they ae paft aR recovery, and are neva

more knoWn to come to life. The faime may be
faid of the various fpecies of Spiders and ai. the Spiders and

Grul kind, which are veFy numerous i t Grubs.

parts. I have feen thoufands of them dug up
eith the mofs, when we were pitching our tents
in the Winter ; all; of which were hivariably en-
clofed in a thickweb, which Nature teaches them
to fpin on thofe occafions; yet, they were appa,

rently all frozen as hard-astices The Spidere, if

let fa! from any heigbt~ on a hard- fabtace,

wouldrebound like a grey pea; and al4 the &rub

kind- are fo hard frozen as to be as eafily broken

as a piece of ice of the famefize; yet when ex-

pofed to a flo heat, even i the depth of Winter,

they wili foon come to lik, and în a iQrt- time

recover their ufùal motk-i.

The feathered:cmtion thatrafort torth-feparts

in, the different feafons are numerous, but fuch

as
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as. brave the fevere Winter are but few in num-
ber, and fhall be particularly noticed in their
proper places.

EAGLES of feveral forts are found in the coun-
try bordering on Hudfon's Bay- during the Sum.
mer; -but none, except the common brown Fifh-
ing Eagle, ever frequent the Northern parts.
Thcy always make their appearance in thofe drea-
ry regions about the latter end of March or be-
ginning:of -April, and build their nefts in lofty
trees, in the crevices of inacceffible, rocks near
the banks of rivers. They lay but two eggs,
(which are white,) and frequently bring but one

young. They generally feed on fifh, which they
catch as they are fwimming near the furface-;
but they are very deftru&ive to the mufk Tat and

hares, as alfo to geefe and ducks, when in a moult.
ing flate, and frequently kill young beaver.

Their nefts are very large, frequently fix feet in

diameter; and befo-re their young can fly, are fo

provident, that the Indians frequently take a rnoft

excellent meal of fifh, flefh,, and fowl from their

larder.. ;Though they bring forth their young

fo early as the latter end of May, or the begin.
ning of June, yet they never fly till September;
a little after which they migrate -to 'the South-

ward. They are the moif ravenous of any bird
I know; for when kept in confinement or in a

tame fiate as it may be called, I have known two

of them cat more than a bufhel of fifh l a day.

They are never known to bi-eed on the bâr'ren

grounds>
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that is what Mr. Pennant calls the Sacre Falcon;

They, like the other large pecies of Hawks, prey

much on the whkte groufe or partridge, and alfo
on the Anerican harë, ufually called her-e Rab.

bits. They are always found to frequent thofe
parts where prti-idges are plentiful, and are de-

tefned by the fportfmen, as they generally drive
ail the game off the ground near their tents;
but, in return, they. often drive thither frefh

flocks of fome hundreds. Notwithfàandingthis,

they fo frequently baulk thofe who are empioyed
on -the hunting fervice, that the Governors ge-

erally give a rewa-d of a quart of brandy for

each of their heads. Their flefh is always eaten

by the Inians, and fometi més by the Englifh;

but it is always black, ba d, and tough, and

fometimes has a bitter talte.
The Indians are fond of taming thofe birds,

and frequently keep them the whole Summer;

but as the Winter approaches they generally take

flight, and provide for themfelves. When at

Cumberland Houfe I had one of them, of which

ny people were remarkabiy fond; and as it ne-

ver wanted -for food, would in all probability

have remained with us ail the Winter, had it not

been killed by an Indian who did not know it

to be tame.

White o The beautiful fpecies of WHITE or SNOWY OwL

is common in all parts of Hudfon's Bay, as far

North as the Copper-mine River. Thefe birds,

when flying or fitting, appear very large, but whea

killed.
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killed, feldom weigh more than three and a half,

or four pouznds, and fometimes fcarçely half that
weight. They generally feed on mice and pa-
tridges, and are at times known to kill rabbits.
They are, like the iawk, very troublefome to the

fgortfmen; and, contrary to any other bird that
I know, fave a great propenfity to follow the

report of, gun, and frequently follow the buns,
ters (as they are ufually called in Hudfon's Bay)

the wholé day. On thofe occafions they.ufually

perch on high trees, and watch till a bird is killed,
when they lkim down and carry it off before the

hunter can get near it; but in return, the hunters,

when they fee tharn on the watch, frçquently de-
coy, them within gun-lhot, by throwing up a

dead bird, which the Owl feldom refufes to accept;

but the fportfman bepi; fully provided for this

vifit, and on his guard, geierally 'fihoots them

before they can carry off the partridge. They

are, however, fo great a hindrance to thofe em-

ployed on the hunting fervice, that-the fame-pre.

mium is given for one of their heads as for that

of a hawk.

In Winter they are frequently very fat, their

flefh delicately white, and generally' efteemed

good eating, both by Englifh and Indians. Thofe

Owls always make their nefls on the ground, ge-

nerally lay from three to four eggs, but feldon.

batch more than two; and in the extreme North

the young ones do not fly till September. They

never migrate, but brave. the coldeft Winters,

Dd- even
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-even on the barren-ground, far remote from any
wod; and in thofe fituations perch on high

rocks and fiones, and watch for their prey.

Grey or The fpecies of GREY or MOT'LED OWL are by
Mottled no means fo numerous as the former, are fome-
0wl.

thing inferior in fize, and always frequent the

woods. They never go in fearch of their prey in
the day-time, but perçh on the tops of lofty pines,
and are eafily approached and fhot. Their food,
is generally known to be mice and fmall birds,
yet their fiLh .is delicately White, and nearlv as

good as a barn-door fowl; pf courfe it is much

efteemed both by the Englifh and Indians. This

fpecies of Owl is called by the Southern Indians

Ho-ho, and the former Wap-a-kee-thow.

Cob-a-dee- Befides thofe two fpecies of Owls, there is ano,

cooch. ther that remains n Hudfon's Bay all the year,
and is called by the Indians Con-A DE E-COOCH,

It is fo far inferior in fize to the two former,

that it feldom weighs half a pound; is of a mot-

tIed brown, the feathers long, and of a moft de-

licate foft and filky quality. Jn general this fpe-

cies feed on mice, and-birds they find dead; and

are fo impadent at times, that they light on a par-

tridge when killed by the hunter, but not being

able to carry it off, are often obliged to relinquifh

the prize. Like the White Owl, at tmes though

but feldon, they follow the report of a gun, nmd

by fo frequently lkimming round the fportfmnen,

frighten the game nearly as much as the hawk.

They feldom go far from the woods, build in trees,
and
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and Iay from two to four eggs. 'The are never.

fat, and their flefh is eaten only by ihe Indians.
RAVEs of a moft beautiful gloffy black, richly a

tinged with purple and violet colour, are the

conitant inhabitants of Hudfon's Bay; but are fo
far inferior iin fize to the Englifh Raven, thati
they are tfhally called Crows.. They build their
nefs in lffy pine. trees, and generafly lay four

fpeckled eggs; they bring forth their young fa
early as the latter end of May, or the beginning

of June. In Surminer many of then frequent the
barren grounds, feveral hundred miles from any
Woods; probably invited there by the multitudes

of deer and mnufk-oxen that are killed by the

Northern Indians during that feafon, merely for
their fkins, and who leave their flefh to rot, or

be devoured by beafis or birds of prey. At thofe

times they are very fat, and the flefh of the young

ones is dellcately white, and good eating. But

in Winter they are, through neceffity, obliged to

feed on a black mofs that grows on the pine-trees,

alfo on deer's dang, and excrements of other

animals. It is true, they kill fome mice, which

they nd in the furface of the fnow, and catch ma-

ny wounded partridges and hares; in fome parts

of the country they are a great nuifance to the

hu'ter, by eating the game that is ekher caught

in fnares or traps. With all this affiftance, they

are in general fa poor during the fevere cold in

Winter, as to excite wonder how they pofibly

can exiïf.
Their
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Their faculty of fcent muft be very acute; for

in the Coldeft days in Winter, when every kind

of effluvia is'almoif inftantaneoufly deftroyed by

the froil, I have frequently known buffaloes and

other beafts killed whe-e not one of thofe birds

were feen; but in a few hours fcores of them

would gather about the fpot to pick up the

dung, blood, and other offal. An unarmed man
may approach the.m very near whén feeding, but

they are lhy of thofe that have a gun ; a great,

proof that they fmell the gunpowder. They

are, howëver, frequently fhot by guns fet for

foxes; and fometimes caught in traps built for

nartins. Though, on the whole, they may be

called a fhy bird, yet their neceffities in Winter

are fo great,. that, like the White Owl, they fre-

quent1y follow the report of a gun, keep prudent,

ly at a diûance from the fportfnan, and frequent-

ly. carry off many, wounded birds. Their quills

nake moft excellent pens for drawing, or for la-

dies to write with.

Ce s The CINEREOUe CRow, or, as it is called by the
C Soufhern Indians, Whifk-e.jonifh, by the Englifh

Whifkey-jack, and by the Northern Indians Gee-

za, but as fome pronounce it, and that with moré

propriety, Jee-za, though claffed amsong the

Crows, is in reality fo fmall, as feldom to, weigh

three ounces; the plumage grey, the feathers very

long, foft, and filky, and in~general entirely un-

webbed, and in fome parts much refembles hair.

This bird is very familiar, and fond of frequent-
Ing
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ing habitations, either houfes or tents; and fo
inuch given to pilfering, that no kind of provi-

fions it can come at, either frefh or fait, is fafe
from its depredation. I is.fo bold as t o come into

tents, and fit on the edge of the kettle when

han'ing over the fire, and fleal vi&uals out of

the difhes. It is very troublefome to the hunters,

both Engliflh and Indian, frequently following

thermn a whole day; it will perch.on a trce while

the hunter is baiting his martin-traps, and as

foon as bis back is turned go and eat the baits.

It is a kind of mock-bird, and of courfe has a va-

riety of notes; it is eafily tarmed, but never lives

'ong in confineineit, i is well known to be a

provident bird, laying up great quantities of ber-

ries in Summer for a Winter flock;. but its natu-
ral propenfity to pilfer at all feafons rmakes it

much detefted both by the 'Englifh and Indians.

It builds its neft in trees, exatly like that of the
blackbird and thrufh; lays four blue eggs, but
feldom brings more than three young ones.

I know of only one fort of WOOD-PECKER that
pecker.

frequents the remote Northern parts of EHudfon's

Bay ; and this is diftinguifhed by Mr. Pennant

by the name of the Golden Winged Bird; but

to the South Wefl that beautiful fpecies of Wood-

pecker with a fcarlet c'own is very frequent.

The manner of life of this fpeéies is nearly alike,

always building their nefts in holes in trees, and

feeding on worms and infe&s. They generally
have
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hae from four no ix young at amfiïîe. They
are fdid to be very defrii&ive tÔ ýiuÏt-t'e'thaù
aïe raifed in gardens in the 'r S'othern þarts
of Ameñrca; but the wait of thofe luxuries in
.ullfori's Bay ren ders thië mei-y ha rmilefs ani
inofenfive birds. The red feathers of thé largéer
fort, which frequert the interior and Sôtètni
ar-ts of the Bay, are much vlued by Tome of

The Indiahs, wh-o orminent their pipefers wit
ýehn, ani -times ufe ihem as or-namnents to théir

childréen's clothing. Neither of ihe two Tpecies
hér mentioned ever migrate, but ae cdnftant
"înhabitanits 6f ithe 'different cimates in which
they are found.

Groufe. here are feveral fpecies of GROUSE n the dif-
éint parts of Hudfon's Bay; but two of thIe

lar-gell, and one bf thém the mof bëautiful, ne-
er reach fofar Norfh as the latitude 59e: but as

1 have feen them in great plenty near Cumberland

Houfe, I flall take the liberty to defcribe them.

TheRuffed The RUFE D GROUSE. This is the moft beau-
Groufe. tfl of all that are dlffed under that name.

They ar e of a delicate brown, prettily variegated
ih black and white : tail Iarge and long, like

that of a hawk, which is ufually of an orange-
colour, beautifully barred with black, chocolate,

and -white; and the' tail is frequently expánded

like a fan. Io add to their bëauty, they have a
ruiff of gloffy black feathers, iichly tinged with

purple Tround the neck, whidh they can ere&ât

pleafure: this they frequently do, but more par-

ticularly



titùlarly fo when utheyr fpread ther 4eng sthil,
iwhich gives thetn a noble appeianet. -l fize
hy txeeeëd a part:ridge, but ee inrfetior 'to a

pheafitot. th Witter they atte a~fually found

ïper&hed on the btranches -of t4he piêettes and
ini that feafn areifo tame asto be tafily approath-
,td, ùüd of cbefe readily fhdt.

. They àwaays itnake thtir netfs on t the grettnd,
generally -t the iriôt ôf a tree, andh yl to thè
rtirber of twelve -or -fourteen eggs. lu fomie of
the Sotithern -parts of America feveral .rtempts
haveben inade to tamie thofe beautiful birds, by
taking trheir eggs and hatching themt under do-

1ieffic bens, but it was never!crowned with .ftm
efs ; for çwhen but a few days old, they là4vays

Moake their efeape into the woeds, Where They

probaly pick up a fubffTence. 'lIheir îlei is

ci"catelyWhite and firin, and though theyste
feldfin fat, they are-ailways rgoodëating, and are

generally efteetned beft vlien larddd 4nd -roafted,
oricely boiled Wthia bit ofibacon.

There is forrcthing -very rernarkable in thofe

birds, and Ibelieve peculiar to themfelves, whidh

îs that of clapping their wirigs with fuch a force,

that át half a inile diflance it refembles thunder.

I haVe frequently heard then make that noife
uear tumbrtland Houfe in the month f May,

but it was always before Sun-rife, ýand a littie

áfter Suanfet. It la laid by Mr. eàrton and Le

lentan, that they never dap in.this maanner but

iihe Spring and :aiI, and m u acknowedge
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that I never heard them in Winter, though I
have killed many of them in that feafon. The

Indians informed me they never make that noife

but when feeding, which is very probable; for

it is notorioufly known that all the fpecies of

Groufe feed very early in the mornings, and

late in the afternoons. , This fpecies is called by

fome of the Indians bordering Ôn Hudfon's Bay,

Pus-pus-kee, and by others Pus-pus-cue.

Sharp.tai- SHARP-TAILED GROUsE, or as they are called

ed Groufe. in Hudfon's Bay, Pheafant. Thofe birds are al-

ways found in the Southern parts of the Bay, are

very plentiful in the interior parts of the coun-

.try, and in fome Winters a few of them are fhot
at York Fort, but never reach fo far North as

Churchill. In colour they aie not very unlike

that of the Englilh hen pheafant ; but the tail is

fhort and pointed, like that of the common

duck; and there is no perceivable difference in

plumage between the male and female. When

full-grown, and.in good condition, they frequent-

ly weigh two pounds,. and though the flefh is

dark, yet it is juicy, and always efteen;ed good

eating, particularly whenlarded and roafted. l

Summer they feed on berries, and in 'JN inter on

the tops of the dwarf birch, and the buds of the

poplar. In the Fall they are tolerably tame, but

in the fevere cold more fhy; frequently perch

on the tops of the higheft poplars, out of mode-

rate gun-ihot, and will not fuffer a near approach.

They fometimes, when difturbed in this fituati.

-on, j
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on, dive into the fnow; but the fportfman is

equally baulked in his expe&ations, as they force

their way fo faft under it as to raife flight many
yards difiant froni the place they entered, and
very frequently in a different. direCtion to that
from which the fportfman expeas*. They, like
the other fpecies of groufe, make their nefis on
the ground, and lay from ten to thirteen eggs.
Like the Ruffed Groufe, they are not to be tam-
ed, as many trials bave been made at York Fort,
but without fuccefs; for though they never made
their efcape, yet they always died, probably for

the want of proper food; for the hens that

hatched them were equally fond of them, as they

could poffibly have been had they been the pro-

duce of their own eggs. This fpecies of Groufe
is called by. the Southern Indians Aw-kis.cow.

The WooD PARTRIDGES have acquired that Wood Par.

name in Hudfon's Bay from their always fre.

quenting the forenfs of . pines and fir.; and in

Winter feeding on the brufh of thofe trees,
though they are fondefc of the latter. This fpe..

ties of Groufe is inferior in fize and beauty to the
Ruffed, yet may be called a handfome bird ; the

plumage being of a handfome brown, elegantly
fpotted with white and black. The tail is long,
and tipped with orange ; and the legs are warmly

covered with fhort feathers, but the feet are nak-
cd. They are generally in the extreme with re-

fpeét

'This Iaffert from my own experence when at Cumberland Houfe.
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fpè& to lhynefs; fométimes not fuffering a man
to come within two gun-ihots, and at others fo
tame that the fportfman may kill five or fix out*
of one tree without fhifting his fiation. They

are feen in fome years in confiderable numbers
near York Fort. They are very fcarce at Church-

ill, though numerous in the interior parts, parti.

cularly on the borders of the Athapufcow Indians
country, where I have feen my. Indian com-

panions kill many of them with blunt-headed

arrows. la Winter their fiefh is black, hard, and
bitter, probably owing to the refinous quality of
their food during that feafon; but this is not ob-
ferved in the rabbits, though they feed exa&ly

in the farme manner in Winter; on the contrary,
their flelh is efteemed more delicate than that of

the Englifh rabbit. The Southern Indians call

this fpecies of Partridge, Minfick-a-pethow; and

the Northern indians call it, Day.

vilIow The WILLOw PARTRIDGES have a firong black
Partridge. bill, with fcarlet eye-brows, very large and beau.

tiful in the male, but tefs confpicuous in the fe-
male. In Summer they are brown, elegantly

barred and mottled with orange, white, and

black; and at that feafon the males are very

proud and handfome, but the females are lefs

beautiful, being of one univerfal brown. As the

Fali advances they change to a delicate white,

except fourteen black feathers in the tail, which

are alfo tipped with white; and their legs and

feet, quite down to the naits, are warmly covered

with

A JOURNEY TO THE.4:12
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with feathers. In the latter end of September
and beginning of Oc'tober they gather in floçks
of fome hundreds, and proceed from the open
plains and barren grounds, (where they ufually
breed,) to the woods and brulh-willows, where
they hord together in a ftate of fociety, till dif.

perfed by their common enemies, the hawks, or
hunters. They are by far the moft numerous of
any of the groufe fpecies that are found in Hud-
fon's Bay; .and in fome places when permitted to
remain undifturbed for a confiderable time, their
niumber is frequently fo great, as almof; to ex-
ceed credibility. I fhall by no means exceed truth,
if I affert that I have feen upward of four hun-
dred in one flock near Chirchill River; but the

greateft number I ever faw was on the North aide
of Port Nelfon River, when returning with a pack-
et in March one thoufand feven hundred and

fixty-eight: at that time I faw thoufands flying
to the North, and the whole furface of the fnow
feerned to be in motion by thofe that were feed-

ing on the tops of the fhort willows. Sir Tho-

nmas Button mentions, that when he wintered in

Port Nelfon River in one thoufand fix hundred
and twelve, his crew killed eighteen hundred

dozen of thofe birds, which I have no reafon to
doubt; and Mr. Jeremie, formerly Governor at

York Fort, when that place was in the poffeffiog
of the French, and then called Fort Bourbon,

afferts, that he and feventy-ninc others cat no

lefs
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1efs than ninety thoufand partridges and twenty-

five thoufand hares in the courfe of one Winter;
which, confidering the quantity of venifon,

geefe, ducks, FÊc. enumerated in bis account,
that were killed that year, makes the number fo

great, that it is fcarcely poffible to conceive what

eighty men could do with them; for on calcula-
tion, ninety thoufand partridges and twenty-five

thoufand hares divided by eighty, amounts to no

lefs than one thoufand one hundred and twenty-
five partridges, and three hundred and twelve

hares per man. ' his is by far too great a
quantity, particularly when it is confidered that

neither partridges nor hares are in feafon, or can
be procured in any numbers, more than feven

months in the year. Forty thoufand partridges
and five thoufand hares would, I think, be much

nearer the truth, and will be found, on calculati-

on, to be ample provifion for eighty:men for fe-
ven months, exclufive of any change. The

common weight of thofe birds is from eighteen

to twenty-two ounces when firft killed ; there

are fome few that are nearly that weight when

fit for the fpit, but they are fo fcarce as by no

means to ferve as a fiandard; and as they always

bord with the common fize, there is no roorm to

fufpet them .of another fpecies. As ail thofe

over-grown .partridges are notorioufly known

to be males,. it is more than probable that they

are imperfe&, and grow large and fat like capons;

and every one that has had an opportunity of
taffing
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tafting thofe large partridges, will readify allow

that they excel the common fort as much in fia-

vour as they do in fize. It is remarked in thofe

birds, as well as the Rock Partridge, that they

are provided with additional clothing, as it niay
be called ; for every feather, from the largeif to

the fmalleft, except the quills and tail, are all·

double. The under-feather is foft and'downy,

fhooting fromn the fhaft of the larger; and i.

wonderfully adapted to their fituation, as they not

only brave the coldefl Winters, but the fpecies

now under cònfideration always burrow under

the fnow at nights, and at day-light come forth

to feed. In Winter they are always found to fre.

quent the banks of rivers and creeks, the fides of

lakes and ponds, and the plains which abound

with dwarf willows; for it is on the buds and

tops of that tree they always feed during the

Winter. In fummer they eat berries and Sfmall

herbage. Their food in Winter being fo dry

and harfh, makes it neceffàry for them to.fwal.-

low a confiderable quantity of gravel to promote

digeftion; but the great depth of fnow renders

it very fcarce during that feafon. The Indians

having confidered this point, invented the me-

thod now in ufe among the Englifh, of catching
them in nets by means of that fimple allurement,

a heap of gravel. The nets for this purpofe are

from eight to twelve feet fquare, and are ftretch-

ed in a frame of wood, and ufually fet on the ice

of rivers, creeks, ponds, and lakes, about one

hundred
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hundred yards. froMn the wilows, bqt in fom
fituatibs not half that dißance. lnder-the cen
te of the net a heap of fnow is thrown up to

the iz# of owe or two bmfheb, an d when well
packed is; cowred with gravel. Tg fçt thç nets,
when. thus prepared, req4ires 'o other trouble
than lifting up oneî Mde of the frme, and fupport

ing i witli two fmall props, about four feet iong:

a line is fafçned to thofe props, and the other

ed being QqveçyÇ îothe eighhoIring wi.ows,
is 4way, Cg opntrived that j mian çap gt to t

without being feen by thç birds undçr the net.

When every thing is thus prepared, the blnters

have nothing ta dq but go into thç adjacent wil-

owa and wootds,. · nd when they fla-t game, en-

deavour to drive thêni into the nçt, which at
tirges is no hard tafk, as they frequently run be,

fore them lilre chicWeps ; apd fometi es require

no driving, for as foor gs they fee the black heap
of gravel on the white fnow they fly ftraight to.

wards it. The hunter then goes to the end of

the line to wgç-4i their Imotiqa, and when he feçs

thre ar-e's nmany aogut the gravel as the ne-t can

cover, or as nrnny as are likely to go under at

that tirne, with a fudden pull he hauls down the

ftakes, and the get fgals horontally on the fnow,
nd enclofrs the gr-teft part; Qf the birds that

are under it. The hyster then runs to the

net as foon as -po fi le, an4 l ills all the birds by

biting them at the back nf the head. He then fets

up the net, takes Iay l the dp4 game, and
repeats
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repeats the' operation as often as lie pleafes, or
as long as the birds are in good humour. By
this fimple contrivance I have known upwards of

three hundred partridges caught in one morning

by three perfons; and a much greater number
might have been procured had it been thought
neceffary. Early in the morning, juf at break
of day, and early in the afternoon,.is the bent time
for this fport. It is common to get from .thirty
to feventy at one hawl; and in the Winter of
one thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fix, Mr.

Prince, then Mafler of a floop at Churchill River,
actually caught two hundred and four at two

hawls. They are by no means equally plentiful

every year ; for in fome Winters I have known

them fo fcarce, that it was impoffible to catch

any in nets, and all that could be procured with

the gun. would hardly afford one day's allowance

per week to the men during the feafon ; but in

the Winter one thoufand feven hundred and

eighty.five, they were fo plentiful near Churchill,

and fuch numbers were brought to the Faéory,

that I gave upward of two thoufand to the hogs.
In the latter end ·of March, or the beginning of

April, thofe birds begin to change, froin white to

their beautiful Summer plumage, and the firif

brown feathers make their appearance .on the

neck*, and by degrees fpread over the whole bo.

Ee dy;

A Mr. Dragge obferves, in his Nqrth Weft Paiage, that when teU par-

tridge begin to change colour, the firfl brown fçathers appeai Inîhe rurrp;
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dy ; but their Summer drefs is feldom complete
till July. The feathers of thofe birds make excel-
lent beds, and as they are the perquifite of the
hunters, are ufually, fold to the Captains and
Mates of the Companys- fhips, at the eafy rate of
three pence per pound.

Ack Par- RocK PARTRIDGES. This fpecies of Groufe
tridges. are in Winter of the fame colour as the former,

but inferior in fi'e; being in general not more
than two-thirds of the weight. They have a

black line from the bill to the eye, and differ in

natuie and manner from the Willow Partridge.

They never frequent the woods or willows, but
brave the fevereft cold on the open plainr. They
aiways feed on the buds and tops of the dwarf

birch, and after this repaif, generally fit on the

high ridges of fnow, with their heads to wind-

ward. They are never caught in nets, like the

Willow Partridge; for when in want of gravel,
their bills are of fuch an amazing ftrength, that
they pick a fufficient quantity out of the rocks.
Befide, being fo much inferior in fize to the for.
mer fpecies, their fieflh is by no means fo good,
being black, hard, and bitter. . They are in gene-

ral,

but týis is fo far frorhi being a general rule, that an experienced Htidfonian

iuf fmile at the idea. That Mr. Dragge never faw an inflance of this

kind 1 will nor fay, but when Nature deviates fo far from its ufual courfe,

it is undonbtedly owing to fome accident; and nothing is more likely

than that the feathers of the bird Mr. Dragge had examined, had been

fRruchk of by a hw i.and as. the ufual feafon for changing their plumage

was near, the Summer feathers ftupplied their place; for out of the many

hundreds of thoufands that I have feen killed, 1 never faw or heard of a

Âimilar infance.
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poplar trees in fuch numbers that I have feen
twelve of theni killed at one iot. They ufually
feed on poplar buds, and are good eating,. though
feldom fat. They build their nefis in trees, the
fame as the Wood Pigeons do'; never lay but
two eggs, and are very fcarce near the fea-coali in
the Northern parts of Hudfon's Bay.

Red-breaa- The RED-tR EAST1D THRUSHES, COmmonly call.
ed Thiuih.

ed in Hudfon's Bay the Red Birds, but by fome
the Black Birds, on account of their note, and by
others the American Fieldfares ufually make their
appearance at Churchill River about the middle
of May, build their nefts of mud, like the Englifh
Thriufh, and lay four beautiful blue eggs. They
have a very loud and pleafing note, which they

gerierally exercife moft in the mornings and

evenings, when perched on fome lofty tree near

their neft; but when the young can fly they are

filent, and migrate to the South early in the Fali.

They are by no means numerous, and are gene-
rally feen in pairs; they are never fought after as
an article of food, but when killed by the Indian
boys, are efleemed good eating, though they al-

ways feed on worms and infe&s.

Grofbeak. GROSBEAK. Thefe gay birds vifit Churchill
River in fome years fo early as the latter end of

Match, but are by no means plentiful; they are
always feen in pairs, and generally feed on the

buds of the poplar and willow. The male is in

moft parts of its plumage of a beautiful crimfon,

but the female of a dull dirty green. In form

theyl



they much refemble the Engliflh bullfinch, but
are near double their fize. . They build their nefts
in trees, fometimes not far from the ground; lay
four white eggs, and always hatch them in June.
They are faid to have a pleafing note in Spring,
though I never heard it, and are known to retire
to the South early in the Fall. The Englifh re-

fiding in Hludfon's Bay generally call this bird the

American Red Bird.

SNOW BUNTINGS, univerfally known in Hud.
fon's Bay by the name of the Snow Birds, and in
the iles of Orkney by the name of Snow Flakes,
from their vifiting thofe parts in fuch numbers
as to devour the grain as foon as fown, in fome
years are fo deRrucive as to oblige the farmer to
fow his fields a fecond, and occafionally a third
timne. Thefe birds make their appearance at the
Northern fettlements in the Bay about the latter

end of May, or beginning of April, when they
are very fat, and not inferior in flavour to an
ortolan, On their firft arrival they generally

feed on grafs-feeds, and are fond of frequenting
dunghills. At that time they are eafily caught in
great numbers under a net baited with groats or
oatmeal; but as.the Summer advances, they feed
much on worms, and are then not fo much
eaeemed. They fometimes fly in fuch large
flocks, that I have killed upwards of twenty at
one fhot, and have known others who have kill.
ed double that number. In the Spring their plu-.
mage is prettily variegated, black and white;

but
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blit their 'Stùmme dtefs miay bd called elegant,
thôngh nôt gay. Ihey live long in Èônfinenent,
have ùatutily a plefing note, and when in côtn-

pïany à *with Canâry bitds faôn iiitate theifrfong.
-1 have kept fiany of them in eages in the fatne

ròoon with Catiary bitd., a.nd always found they'
fung in Winter as well as in Suritner; but even
in confinement they change their plunage actotdl
ing to the feafon, the fame as in a wild fiate. This

fpecies tòf bird feem fond of the coldeit regions,
for ás the Spring advances they fly fo far Nôrth
that their breeding-places are not known tô the
inhabitants of Hudfon's Bay. In Aútumn they
return to the ouhth in large flocks, and are fre-

queûtly fhot in eonfiderable nunbers merely as
a delicacy; at thàt feafon, hôtvever, they are by
nô mreans fo good as when they fifr inake their
appearance in Spring.

White. WHITECROWNED BÛNTl. This fpedeis is
crowned inferiot in fize to the former, and feldom rmake

theit appcatate till June. They breed in inîôfi

parts of the Bay, always nake their neifs on the

gtound, at the rôot of a dwarf willow or a goofe.
btrty.bufh. Duririg the tine their young are in
a callow ftae they have a delightful note, but as

fobh as t.hey are fiedged thëy becomne filent, and
retire to the South early in Septemiber.

ap!and L:,AiPLANI) F114. This bird is cominon on
Finch. adfons ta, aIrd nevet migrates Southward in

the côldeft Winters. During that feafon it gene-

rally fre.rentis the juniper plains, nd feeds on the

fruali
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fmall buds of that tree, alfo on grafsfeeds.; -but

at the approach of Summer it fies flill farther

North to breed. A variety of this bird is alfo

commnon, and is beautifully marked with a red

forehead and breaf. It is mon common in the

Spring, and frequently caught in nets fet for the

Snow Bunting; and when kept in cages has a

pleafing note, but feldon lives long in confine-

ment, though it generally dies very fat.

LARKS of a pretty variegated colour frequent Larks.

thofe parts in Summer, and always make their

appearance in May; build their nefs on the

ground, ufually by the fide of a flone at the root

of a fmall bufh, lay four fpeckled eggs, and bring
forth their young in June. At their firfl arrival,

and till the young can fly, the male is in full

fong; and, like the fky-lark, foars to a great
height, and generally defcends in a perpendicu-

lar diredion near their nef. Their note is loud
and agreeable, but confifs of little variety, and

as foon as the young can fly they become filent,
and retire to the Southward early in the FaIl.

They are impatient of confinement, never fing in

that fate, and feldom live long.

The TITMoUSE is ufually called in fludfon's Titmoufe.

Bay, Blackcap. This diminutive bird braves the
coldeft Winter, and during that feafon feeds on

the feeds of long rye-grafs, but' in Summer on
infe&s and berries. The Southeru Indians call
this bird Kifs-kifs-hefhis, from a twittering noife
they make, which much refembles that word in
fouad.

SWALLOWS
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Swallows. SWALLOWS vifit thete parts in confiderable

nurnbers in Summer, and are very domeftic;
building their nefls in neceffaries, fiables, and
other out-offices that are much frequented. They
feldom make their appearance at Churchill River
till June, and retire South early in Auguft.
They, like the European Swallow, gather in large
flocks on the day of their departure, make feve.
ral revolutions round the breeding-places, and
then take their leave till the next year. I do not
recolle& to have feen any of thofe birds to the
North of Seal River.

Martins. MARTINS alfo vifit Hudfon's Bay in great num-

bers, but feldom fo far North as Churchill River.

They ufually make their neifs in holes formed

in the fieep banks of rivers ; and, like the Swal-

low, lay four or five fpeckled eggs; and retire

Southward in Augufi. At the Northern fettle.

ments they are by no means fo domeaic as the

Swallow.

HOOPING CRANE. This bird vifits Hudfon's

lne?. Bay in the Spring, though not in great numbers,

They are generally feen only in pairs, and that

not very often. It is a bird of confiderable fize,
often equal to that of a good turkey, and the

great length of the bill, neck, and legs, makes it

meafure, from the bill to the toes, near fix feet in

commnon, and fome much more. Its plumage is

of a pure white, except the quill-feathers, -which

are black ; the crown is covered with a red fkin,
thinly befet with black brifiles, and the legs are

large
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large and black. It ufually frequents open
fwamps, the fides of rivers, and the margins of

lakes and, ponds, feeds on frogs and fmall fifh,
and efteemed good eating. The wing-bones of

this bird are fo long and large, that I have known

them made into flutes with tolerable fuccefs. It

feldom has more than two young, and retires

Southward early in the fali.

The BRowN CRANE. This fpecies is far infe- n

rior in fize to the former, being feldom three

fçet and a half in length, and on an average not

weighing feven pounds. Their haunts and man.

ner of life are nearly the fame as that of the Hoop-

ing Crane, and they never have more than two

young, and thofe feldom fly till September.. They

are found farther North than the former, for I

have killed feveral of them on Marble Ifland, and

have feen them on the Continent as high as the

latitude 650. They are generally eaeemed good

eating, and, from the form of the body when fit

for the fpit, they acquire the name of the North

Weft Turkey. There is a circuniftance refpect-

ing this bird that is very peculiar; which is, that

the gizzard is larger than that of a fwan, and re-

markably fo .in the young birds. The Brown

Cranes are frequently feen in hot calm ciays to

foar to an amazing height, always flying in circles,
till by degrees they -are almoi out of fight, yet

their note is fo loud, that the fportfman, before

he fees their fituation, often fancies they are very

near him. They vifit Hudfon's Bay in far
greater



greater numbers than the former, and are very

good eating.

Eitterns. BITTERNS are common at York Fort in Sum..
mer, but are feldom found fô far Nor th as

Churchill River. I have feen two fpecies of this

bird; fome having afh-coloured legs, others with

beautiful grafs-green legs, and very gay plumage.
They always frequent marfhes and fwamps, alfo

the banks of rivers that abound with reeds and

long grafs. They generally feed ·on infeas that

are bred in the water, and probably on fmall

frogs; and though feldom fat, they are gene.

rally good eating. They are by no means nu.

tnerous even at York Fort, nor in faa in the moif

Southern parts of the Bay that I have vifited.

Curlew. CURLEwS. There are two fpecies of this bird

which frequent the coafis of Hudfon's Bay in

great numbers during Summer, and breed in all

parts of it as far North as the latitude 72"; the

largeif of this fpecies is diffinguifhed by that great

Naturalifi Mr. Pennant, by the name of the Ef.

quimaux Curlew. They always keep near the

fea coaû ; attend the ebbing of the tide, and are

frequently found at low-water-mark in great

numbers, where they feed on marine infeds,

which they find by the fides of flones in great

plenty; but at high-water they retire to the dry

ridges and wait the receding of the tide. They

fly as fleady as a woodcock, anfwer to a whiflle

that refembles their note; lay long on their wings,
and are a inoif excellent thot, and at times are

delicious
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deliious. eating. The other fpecies of Curlew

are in colour atid fhape exa&ly like the former,

thiugh inferikr in fize, and differ hi their man-

ner of life, as they never frequent the water's-

edge, but always keep among the r.ocks and dry
ridges, and feed on berries ·and fmalil infe&s.

T e fiefh of this bird is generally nore efteemed

th n that of the former, but they are by no means

fo umerous. This fpecies of Curlew are feldon

found farther North than Egg River.

JAcO SmNiEs. Thofe birds vifit Hudfoti's Bay Jacan pes

in Summer in confiderable numbers, but are fel*
doml feen to the North of Whale Cove. They

do not arrive till the ice of the rivers is broke

up, and they retire to the South early in the Fall.

Dúring their ftay, they always frequent marfhes

near the fea coaft, and the ihwres of great rivers,

In manner and flight they exadtly refemble the

European Jack Snipe; and when on the wing,
fly at fuch a diflance from each other, that it is

but feldom the benl fportfman tan get more than

one or two t a fhot. Their fleih is by no means

fo delicate as that of the Englifh Snipe.

RED GowvrArrs, ufually called at the Northern Red God.

fettlements in Hudfon's .Bay, 'Plovers. Thofe

birds vifit the ihores of that part lu very

large flocks, and ufually frequent the inarfhes

and the nargins of ponds. They alfo frequently

attend the tide, like the Efquimaux Curlews; fiy
down to low-watertnark, and feed on a fmalt fifl,

not much unlike a fihrimp ; but as the tide fiows,

they
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they retire to the marfhes. They fly in fuch
large flocks, and fo clofe to each other, that I
have often killed upwards of twelve at one fhot;
and Mr. Atkinfon, long refident at York Fort,
a&ually killed feventy-two at one fhot; but that
was when the birds were fitting. Near Church.
ill River they are feldom fat, though tolerably
flefhy, and are generally good eating. They ufu-
ally w'eigh from ten to thirteen ounces; the
female is always larger than the male, and differs
in colour, being of a much lighter brown. They
retire to the South long before the froif commen-
ces; yet I have feen this bird as far North as the
latitude 710 50'.

Spotted SPOTTED GODWAIT, known n Hudfon's Bay
Godwair. by the name of Yellow Legs. This bird alfo vi.

fits that country in çonfiderable numbers, but
more fo in the interior parts; and ufually fre-
quents the fiat muddy banks of rivers. In fum-
mer it is generally very poor, but late in the Fall
is, as it may be called, one lump of fat. This bird,
with nany others of the migratory tribe, I faw
in confiderable numbers as far North as the lati.
tude 71 54'; and at York Fort I have known

them lihot fo late as the latter end of October:
at which time they are in the greateft perfedion,
and moft delicious eating, inore particularly fo
when put into a bit of pafte, and boiled like an

apple-dumpling; for in faci they are generally too
fat at that feafon to be eaten either roaftçd or

boiled.
H EBRIDAL
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HEBRIDAL SANDPIPERS, but more cOmmOnly Hebridal

known in Hudfon's Bay by the Name of Whale Sandpipers.

Birds, on account of their feeding on the carcafes

of thofé animais which frequently lie on the

fhores, alfo on maggots that are produced in them
by fly-blows. Thefe birds frequent thofe parts
in confiderable numbers, and always keep near
the margin of the fea. They may, in fa&, be
called beautiful birds, though not gay in their

plumage; they are 'ufually very fat, but even
when firft killed they fmell and talle fo much like
train-oil as to render them by no means pleafing
to the palate, yet they are frequently eaten by
the Company's fervants. As the Summer ad.
vances they fly fo far North of Churchill River,
that their breeding-places are not known, though
they remain at that part till the beginning of
July, and return early in the Fall. They are by
no means large birds, as they feldom weigh four
ouices. The bill is black, plumage prettily var-

egated black and white, and the legs and feet are
of a beautiful orange colour*.

PLovE Rs, commonly called Hawk's Eyes, from Plaer

their watchfulnefs to prevent a near approach

when fitting. When thefe birds are on the
wing, they fly very fwift and irregular, par-
ticularly when fingle or in fmall flocks. At

Churchill River they are by no means numerous,

but

*They exacly correfpond with the bird deferibed by Mr. Pennant, ex.
cept that they are much longer.

429



.A JOURNEY TO THE430

but I have feen them in, fuch large flocks at York
Fort in the Fall of one thovfand feven hundred
ani eveity-three, that Vr.Fçrdinand Jaçobsthen
Qovernor, Mr. Robert lody Surgeon,. and My-
felf, killeçd in one afternoon as many as two men

Could conveniently carry, They generally feed
on infeç'ts, and are at ail times good eating, but

late in the Fail are mo .Xçcellent. They are by
no means eqvälly plertiful in ail years; and at
the Northern fettlements in the Bay they are not
claffed with thofe fpeciçs of game that add to the
general Roçk of provifions, bçing only killed as

a xjuury; but I am informed that at Albany
Fort, feveral barrçls of them are annually falted

for Winter ufe, and are efReemed good eating.

This bird during Sumer reforts to the remoteft
Northern parts; for I have fken them at the Cop-

per River, though in thofe dreary regions only
in pairs. The young of thofe birds always
leave their nefts as foon as batched, and when but
a few days old run very faif; at night, or in
rainy weather, the old ones cail them together,

and cover them with their wings, in the fame

manner as a hen does her chickens.

Black Gul. BLACK GULLEMoTs, known in Hudfon's Bay
le"ots. by the name of Sea Pigeons. Thofe hirds fre.

quent the lhores of Hudfon's Bay and Straits in

conliderable numbers; but more particularly the
Northern parts, where they fly in large flocks; to
the Southward they are only feen in pairs. They

are of a fine black, but not gloffy, with fcarlet

legs



'legs and. feet ; and the coverets of the wings are

marked with white. They are in weight equal

to a Widgeon, though to appearance not fo

large. They ufually make their neifs in the holes

of rocks, and lay two white eggs, which are de-

licate eating, but not. proportionably large for

the fize of the bird. My friend Mr. Pennant

fays, they brave the coldeft Winters in thofe parts,
by keeping at the edge of the ice near the open

water; but as the fea at that feafon is frozen

over for fevèral miles from the fhore, I believe

no one's curiofity ever tempted him to confirm

the truth of this; and it is well known they ne-

ver make their appearance near the land after the

frofi becomes fevere.

NoRTHERN: DIvERs. Thefe birds, though com- Northern

mon in Hudfon's Bay, are by no means plentiful; Divers.

they are feldom found near the fea coaft, but more

frequently in frefh water lakes, and ufually in

pairs. They build their nefts at the edge of fmall

iflands, or the margins of lakee or ponds they

lay only two eggs, and it is very common to

find only one pair and their young in one fheet

of water ; a great proof of their averfion to foci-

ety. They are known in Hudfon's Bay by the

name of Loons. They differ in fpecies from the

Black and Red throated Divers, having a large

black bill near four ·inches long ; plumage on the

back of a gloffy black, elegantly barred with

white; the belly of a filver white; and they are

fo large as at times to wcigh ffteen or fixteen
pounds.
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pounds. Their fleri always black, hard, and
filhy, yet:it:is generally eaten by the Indians.

Black- BLACK-THROATED DrvEkS. This fpecies are
Die more beautiful than :the former having a long

white bil, plumage on the backand wings black,
elegantly -tinged with pµrple atrd green,:and pret-
tily marked 'with white fpôts. In: fize they are
equal to the' former butarefo- watchful as to
dive at the- flafh of a gun, and of tourfe are fel-
dom killed but: when on:the- wing. Their flelh
is equally. black and fhy with the former, but it

is always eaten by the Indians. The fkins of thofe

birds are. very thick and ftrong, and. they are fre-

quently dreffed;with the feathers on, and made

into caps for the Indian men... The Ikins 'of the

Eagle and Raven ith their plumage complete,

are alfo applied to:that ufe, and are far from be-

ing an unbecoming head-drefs: for. a favage.

Red-throat- E D-T HROA TE D ivW Rv s. s fpecies are alfo

ed Divers. called Loôns.. in HudfQn's Bay- but they .are fo

far inferior to the two former, that they fcldom

weigh more than three or four pounds. They,

like the other fpecies of Loon, are excellent di-

vers; they always feed on fifi, and when in pur-

fuit of their prey, are frequently entangled in fifh-

ing-nets, fet at the mouths of creeks and fmall

rivers. They are more numerous than either of

the former, as they frequently fy in flocks.; but

like them :make their neifs at the edge of the

water, and only lay two eggs, which, though ve-

ry rank and fi(hy, are always eaten by Indians and

Englifh.
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Englifh. The legs of tiofe three fpecies of Loon
are placed fo near the rump as to be ofno-fervice
to thern onthe land, as they are perfe&ly inca
pable of walking ; and whèn found in that fituaa
tion (which is but feldom)they are eafily taken,
though they níake* a ·frong reliffance with their
bili, which isvery bard and fharp.

WVh teGul
W îITE GUtLs. Thefe birds vifit Hudfon's

Bay in great numbers, both on the fea coafts and
in the interior parts, and probably extend quite

acrofs the continent of America. They general.
ly make their appearance at Churchill River about
the middle of May; build their nefts'on the

iflands in lakes and rivers; lay two fpeckled eggs,
and bring forth their young in June. Their
eggs are generally efteemed good eating, as well
as the flefh of thofe in the interior parts of the

country, though they feed on fiih and carrion.
They make their flay on Hudfon's Bay as long

in the Fail as the froft wi lpermit them to pro-

cure a livelihood.

GRY GULLS. Thefe birds, though Ciom nOI Grey Guils,

are by no means plentiful; and I never knew
their breeding-places, as they feldom rake their
appearance.at Churchill River till the Fall of the

year, and remain there only till the ice begins to
be formed about the ihoresà 'They feldom fre.

quent the interior parts of the country. They

are not inferior in fize to the former, and in the

Fall of the year ate generally fat. The flefh is

white and very good eating; and, like moft qther

F f Çulls,
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Guil, they art ýa imoif excèllent fiot when on
the wing.

BkckGalIs. B-L ACK GULl, UfUalIy called in lludfons -Bay,
Men of War, from their purfuing and taking the

prey from a leffer fpécies of Guli, known in that

country by the name of Black.head; In fize they

are nuch inferior to the two former fpecies;

but,like them, always mnake their neifs on iflands,
or at the margins of lakes or ponds; they ly

only two eggs, and are found at a coniderable

difrance from the fea coaff. The length of their

wings is very great in proportion to the body ;

the tait is uniform, and the two middle feathers

grefour or five inches longer than the reft. Their

eggs are always eaten, botfh by the Indians and

EnglifIh; but the bird itfelf is generally reje&ed,

except when other provifions are very fcarce.

saa. fBLACKHEADS. Thefe are the frmalleft fpecies

heads. efGGuil that I know. They vift the fea coaft of

Hudfon's Bay in fuch vaft numbers, that they

are frequently feen in flocks offeveral hundreds;

and I have known bufhels of their eggs taken or

an i-fland of very fmall crcumference. Thefe

eggs ate very delicate eating, the yolks being

equall to that of a young pullet, and the whites

of a femi.tranfparent azure, but the bird itfelf is

always fifhy. Their .affe&ion for their young is

fo ftrong, that when any perfon attempts to rob

their 1nefts, they fly at him, and fometimes ap-

proach fo near -as to touch him with their pini-

ons ; and when they find their lofs, wilfrequent-
'y



1y follow the plunderer to a confiderable difta .
and x Mrefs their grief by inaking an unUfual.
fereamin g oi fe.

This bird may be ranked vith the elegant prt
of theféathered creation, though It is bY no
neans y The bil, legs, and feet are of a ridh

feadIet erown Mack andthe remainder f the
plumage of a lMght ah colour, exept the quill.
feathers,vhich are prettily barred and tipped
with b1ack, and the tail much forked. The
fight, or etert ofe wing, in this bird, is y vy

great, in proportion to the body. They aie
found asfar North as has hitherto baeen Mi-lted
butlretire to the South early in theFa4i;

* Paur-IeMfs. Thofe hirds are rnreousinthe Means

iterioè par-ts of the country; but nevésrappear
near the fea-eaf. -They generally freqaent arge
lake,'and -always make their nefts on ieflds.
Thy are fo provident for their youg that great

quàntities of filh lie rotting near thei.rieels, and
enit fUch a horrid -finch as to be fnrelt at a con.

fide'rable diîfance. The flefh of the young Peul.

can- is frequently eaten by the Indians ; and as
they are always very fat, great quantities of it is
meted down, and preferved in bladders for Win-

ter ufe*, to mix with pounded fîdfh-; but by

F f i keeping,

* In the Fal of 1774, when I firit fettled at Cumberland Houfe, the

Indians impofed on me and my people very much, by fqlling us Pelicavt

fat for the fat of the black bear. Our knowledge of the delicacy of the

latter induced us to referve this fat for particular purpofes; but wben we

came to open the bladders, it was liffle fuperior to train oit, and was on-
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keeping, it grows very rank. The Pelicans in

thofe parts are-about the fize of a common goofe;

their plumage is of a delicate white, except the

quill-feathers, which are black. The bill is near

a foot long; and. the bag, which reaches from

the outer-end of the under-mandible to the breaft,
is capable. of containing upwards of three quarts.

The kins of thofe birds are thick and tough,
and are frequently dreffed by the Indians and

converted into. bags, but are never made into

clothing, though their feathers are as bard, clofe,

and.durable, as thofe of a Loon.

eofandei GoosANDERs, ufually called in Hudfon's Bay,
Shell-drakes. Thofe birds are very common on

the-fea-coaft, but in the interior parts fly in very

arge flocks, The bill is long and narrow, and

toothed like a faw; and they have a tuft of fea.

thers· at the back of the head, which they can

ere& sat pleafure. They are moft excellent divers,
and fuch great deftroyers of fiflh, that they are

frequerntly obliged to vomit fome of them before

they can take flight. Though not much larger

than the. Mallard Duck, they frequently fwallow

fili of fix or feven inches long and proportiona-

bly thick. Thofe that frequent the interiorparts

of the country prey much on crawfifh, which
are

* eatable by a few of my crew, which at that time confifted only of eight

]Englifhmen and two of the home Indians from York Fort.

Cumberland Houfe was the era inland feulement the Company mad

from i-udfon's Fort; and though begun on fo fmall a fcale, yet upon it

and Huafon.'s Houfe, which is fituated beyond it, upwards of feventy

. men were noW employed.
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áre very numerous in fomre of the lhallow ftony
riVers. In the Fall of the year they are very fat,
and though théy always feed on fifh, yet their
felih at that feafon is very good; and they re.

main in thofe parts as long as the froif will per-

Mit theni to procure a fubfiftence.

SWANS. There are two fpecies of this bird swaas.
that vifit lludfon's Bay in fummer ; and only
differ in fize, as the plumage of both are perfea.

ly white, with black bill ard legs. The fmaller

fort are more fkequent near the fea-coaft, but by
no means plentiful, and are moft frequently feen

in pairs, but fometimes fingle, probably owing tO
their mates having been killed on their paffage

North« Both fpecies ufually breed on the iflands

which are in lakes ; and the eggs of the larger

fpecies are fo big, that oue of them is a fufficient

meal for a moderate man, without bread, or any

other addition. In the interior parts.of the coun.

try the larger Swan precedes every other fpecies

of water-fowl, and in fome years arrive fo early

as the month of March, long before the ice of the
rivers is broken up.- At thofe times they aIways

frequent the open waters of falls and rapids whome
they are frequently fhot by the Indians in confi.
derable numbers. They ufually weigh upwards
of thirty pounds, and the leffer fpecies from
eighteen to twenty-four-. The flelh of both are
excellent eating, and when roafted, is equal in
flavour to young heifer-beef, and the cygnets are
very delicate,



A JOURNEY TO THE

*Notwithftanding the fize of this bird, they arç

fo fwift on the wing as to make them the moa

difficult to fhoot of any bird I know,it being fre.
qucntly neceffary to take fight ten or twelve feet,

before their bills. This, however, is only whea

fIying before the wind in a brifk gale, at which.
time they cannot fly at a lefs rate than an hvngdred

miles an hour ; but when flying acrofs the wind,

or againf it, they make but a fIow progrefs, and.

are then a noble fhot. In their moOting fiate

they are not eafily taken, as their large feet, with
the affiftance of their wings, enables them to rua

on the furface of the water as faif as an ldian

canoe cin be paddled, and therefore they are ai,

wyays obliged to be fhot ; for by diving and othert

mianeuvres they render it impolible to take

therm by hand. It has been faid that the fwans

whiffle or fing befôre their death, and I have

read fome elegant defcriptions of it in fome of the

poets; but I have never heard any thing of the

kind, though I have been at the deaths of feveral.

It is true, in ferene .evenings, after Sun-fet, I

have heard them make a noife Pot very unlike

that of a French-horn, but entirely divefted of

every note that conftittited melody, and have

often been forry to find it did not forebode their

death. Mr, Lawfon, who, as Mr. eennant juftly
remarks, was no inaccurate obferver, properly

enough calls the largeft fpecies Trtmpeters, and

the leffer, Hoopers. - Some years ago, when I

built Cumberland Houfe, the Indians kiRed thofe

birds
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birds in fuch numbers, that the down and quilis

night have been procured in confiderable.quanti-

ties at a trifing expence; but fince the depopula.

tion of the natives by the fimall-pox, which has

alfo driven the -few furvivors to frequent other

parts of the country, no advantage can be made

of thofe artic.es, though of confiderable valut in

Englanid*.
GE ESB., There are no efs than ten different Geefe

fpecies of Geefe that frequent the various parts of

Hadfon's. Bay during Summer, and are as follow;

Firft The Common Grey Goof. Second, The

Canada Gookf. Third, The White, or Snow

Goofe. Fifth, he Blue Goofe. Sixth, The

Laughing Goof&. Seventh, The Barren Goofe.

Eightih, The Brent Goofe. Ninth, The Dunter;

and Tenth, the Beau Goofe.

COMMON -GREY GoosE. This bird precedes cGreon
every other fpecies of Goofe in thofe parts, and

in fore forward Springs arrives at Churchili

River fo early as the latter end of April, but more

commonly from the eleventh to the llxteenth of

May; and in .one year it was the twenty-fixth of

May

* Mr. Pernant, in treating of the Whialing Swan, takes notice of the

formation of the Wi6dpipe; but on examination, the windpipes of bath

the fpéelès which frequent Hudfon's Bay are found to be exaaly alike,
though their note is quite different. The breafû-bone of this bird is diffe-

rent from any other I have feen; for inflead of being fharp and folid, like

that of a goofe, it is.broad and hollow. into this cavity the windpipe paffes,

from the valve, and reaching quite down to the abdomen, returns intothe

cheft, and joins the lungs. Neither of the fpecies of Swan that frequent

Hudfon's Bay are mute:. but the note of the larger is much loudei and

harlher thian that of the fmaller.

4gg
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May before aiy Geefe inade their appeàrandc,
At their firff arrivai they generally come in pairs,
and are fo fond of fociety, that they fly ftreight
toa the call that imitates their note; by which
gieans they are eafily fhot. They breed in great
numbers in the plains and 'marfhes near Church,
ill River; and ini fome years the you ng one caa;
be taken in confiderable numbers, and are eafily
tamed; but will'never learn to eat corn, unlefs
tome of the old ones are taken with them, which
is eafily done when ini a noulting ftate. On the
ninth of Auguf one thoufand feven hundred and
eighty-one, when I refided at Prince of Wales's
Fort, I fent fome Indians up Churchili River in
canoes to procure fome of thofe Geefe, and in the
afternoon they were feen corning down the river
with a large flock before them; the young ones
not more^ than half-grown, and the old ones fa
far ina Moilting flate as not to be capable of fly.
ing ; fo that, with the affiftance of the Engliih and
the Indians then refiding on the plantation, the
whole flock, to the amount of forty-one, was
drove within the flockade which inclofes the
Fort, where they were fed and fattened for Win.
ter ufe, Wild Geefe taken and fattened in this
manner-are much preferable to any tame Qeefe
iri the world. When this fpecies of Geefe are
full-giown, and in good condition, they ofte,

weigh twelve pounds, but more frequeintly much
lefs.

aadD GOsE, or Pifk-a-fifh, as it is called
<uone. by-AD GOS
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by the Indians, as well as the Engliflh in Hudfon's
Bay. This fpecies do not differ in plumage frone

the former, but are inferior in fize; the bill is
much finaller in proportion, and the flefh being

much whiter, of courfe is more efteemed. They
are by no means fo numerous as the former, and

generally fly far North to breed; but fome few

of their eggs are found near Churchill River, It

is feldom that either of thefe fpecies lay more

than four eggs; but if inot robbed, they ufually

bring them ail forth.

WHITE or SNow GoosE.- Thefe are the moff white or

numerous of all the fpecies of birds that frequent SacwGogf

the Northern parts of the Bay, and generally
mak'e their appearance about a week or ten days

after the Common Grey Goofe. In the firfi part

of the feafon they çome in. fmail parties, but

in the middle, and toward the latter- end, they

fly in fuch amazing flocks, that 'when they fettle

in the marfhes to feed, the grouud for a confide-

rable diflance appears like a field of fnow. When

feeding in the fame marh with the Grey Geefe,

they never mix. Like the Grey Geefc, they fly

to the çall that refembles their note ; and in fome

years are killed and falted in great numbers for

Winter provifion; they are almoft univerfally

thought good eating, and will, if proper care be

taken in curing then, continue good-for eighteen

months or two years. The Indians are far more

expert in killing Geefe, as well as every other fpe-

çies of game, tban any European I ever faw in

Rudfon's
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.Hudfon's Bay ; for fome of them frequently kill
upwa'd of a hundred Geefe in a day, whereas

the mofi expert of the Englilh think it a good
day's work to kili thirty. Some years back it
was common for an Indian tO kill from a thoufand
to twelve hundred Geefe in one feafon ; but lat.
terly he is reckoned a good hunter that kills three
hundred. This is by no means owing to the de.
generacy of the natives ; for the Geefe of late

years do not frequent thofe parts in fuch nun-

bers as formerly. The general breeding.place

of this bird is not known to any Indian in Hud-
fon's Bay, not even to the Efquimaux who fre-

quent the remoteft North. The general route

they take in their return to the South in the Fa-l

of the year, is equally unknown; for though fuch
multitudes of them are feen at Churchill River
in the Spring, and are frequently killed to the
anount of five or fix thoufand ; yet in the FaIl

of the year, feven or eight hundred is confidered

a good hunt. At York Fort, though only two
degrees South of Churchill River, the Geefe fea-

fons flucluate fo much, that in fome Springs they
have falted forty hogfheads, and in others not

more than one or two: and at Albany Fort, the

Spring feafon is by no means to be depended on;
but in the fall they frequently falt fixty hogf-

heads of Geefe, befides great quantities of Plover.

The retreat of thofe birds in Winter is equally

unknown, as that of their bree.ding-places. I

obferve in Mr. Pennant's Araic Zoology, that
about



about Jakutz, and other parts of Siberia, they
are caught in great nu mbers, both in nets, and by
decoying them into hovels; but if thefe are the
fame birds, they rnuft at times vary as wachin
manner as they do in fituation, for in Hudfon'es
Bay they are the fhyeft and ,n.ft watchful of all
the fpecies of Geefe, neyer fuffering an open ap-
proach, not even within two or three gun-ffhots r
yet in fome of the rivers near -Cumberland Houfe,
and at Safquiau, the Indians 'frequently killi
twenty at one fiot; but this is only done in
moon-light nights, when the Geefe are flitting on
the mud, and the fportfmen are perfel&y con-
cealed from their view. Though the plumage of
thofe Geefe are perfedly white, except the quill.
feathers, which are black, the kin is of a dark
lead-colour, ani.the flefhl is excellent eating, ei-
ther frel or falt. They are much inferior in
izé to the Common Grey Geefe, but equal to the
Canada Geefe.

BLUE GEESE. This fpecies are of the fame fize Blue Geefe.

as the Snow Geefe ; and, like them, the bill and
legs are of a deep flefh-colour, but the whole
plumage is of a dirty blue,- refembling old lead.
The fkin, when fripped of its feathers, is of the
fame colour as, the Snow Goofe, and they are
equally good eating. This fpecies of Geefe are
feldom feen to the North of Churchill River, and
not very common at York Fort; but at Albany
Fort they are more plentiful than the White or

Sanw Geefe. Their breeding-places are as little

known

NORTHERN OCEAN.
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known to the mofn accurate 'obferver as thofe of
the Snow Ceefe; for I never knew any of theii

eggs taken, and their Winter haunts have hither-
to been undifcovered. Thofe birds are frequent.

ly feen to lead a -flock of the White ones; and, as
they generally fly in'angles, it is far frôm unplea-
fant to fee a bird of a differen colour leading the
van. The leader is generally the obje& of the
firft fportfman who fires, which throws the whole
flock into fuch confufion, that fome of the other

hunters frequently kili fix or feven at a ihot.
HORNED WAVEY. This delicate and diminu.

Wavcy, tive fpecies of the Goofe is not much larger than

the Mallard Duck. Its plumage is delicately
white, except the quill-feathers, which are black:

The bill is not more than an inch long, and at the

bafe is ftudded round with little knobs about the

fize of peas, but more remarkably fo in the males.

Both the bill and feet are of the farne colour

with thofe of the Snow Goofe. This fpecies is

very fcarce at Churchill River, and i believe are

never found at any of the Southern fettlements;

but about two or three hundred miles to the

North Weft of Churchill, I have feen them in as

large flocks as the Common Wavey, or Snow

Goofe. The flefh of this bird is exceedingly de-

licate; but they are fo fmall, that when I was on

My journey to the North I eat two of them one

night for fupper. I do nfot find this bird defcrib-

ed by my worthy friend Mr. Pennant in bis Arc-

tic Zoology. Probably a fpecimen of -itwas not
fent
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fent home, for the perfon that commanded at
Prince of Wales's Fort* at the time the colldc'tion
was making, did not pay any attention to it.

LAUGHING GooSE. This elegant fpecies ha$ a loghis
white bill, and the legs and feet are of a fine yel °°
low colour; the upper part of the plumage is
brown, the breaft and belly white, the former
prettily blotched with black. In fize they are
equal to the Snow Goofe, and their ikins, when
firipped of their feathers, are delicately white, and
the flefh excellent. They vifit Churchill River
in very fmall numbers; but about two hundred
miles to the North Weft of that river I have feen
them fly in large flocks, like the Common
Waveys, or Snow Geefe.; and near Cumberland
Houfe and Bafquiau they are found in fuch num.

bers, that the Indians in ioon-light nights fre-
quently kill upwards of twenty at a fhot. Like
the Hlorned Wavey, they never fly with the lead
of the coafi, but are always feen to come from the
Weftward. Their general breeding-places are not
known, though fome few of their eggs are occa.
:fionally found to the North of Churchill; but I
never heard any Indian fay that he had feen any

.eggs of the Horned Wavey: it is probable they
retire to North Greenland to breed; and their
route in the Fall of the year, as they return South-

ward is equally unknown. They are, I be-
lieye, feldom feen on the coaft of Hudfon's Bay
to the Southward of latitude 59. North.

BAnana GEEsE. Thefe are the, Iarge of ail arr
the **C°

• Mr. Mofe Norton.
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thefpecies of Geefe that frequent Hudfon's' Bay,

as they frequently weigh fixteen or feventeen

pounds. They differ frorn the Common Grey
Goofe in nothing but in fize, and in the head and
breaft being tinged with a rufty brown. They

never make their appearance in the Spring till

the greateft part of the other fpecies of Geefe are

flown Northward to breed, and nany of theim

rernain near Churchill River the whole Summer.

This large fpecies are generally found to be maies,
and. from the exceeding fmalilnefs of their teai.-

cles, they are, I fuppofe, incapable of propagating

their fpecies. I believe I can with truth fay, that

I was the firft European who made that remark,

though they had always been diffinguifhed by the

name of the Barren Geefe ; for no other reafon

than that of their not being- known to breed.

Their flefh is by no means unpleafant, though al-

ways hard and tough ; and their plumage is fo

thick before they begin to moùlt, that one bird

ufually produces a pou-nd of fine feathers and

down, of a furprifing elafticity.

Brent BaENT GEESE. This fpecies certainily breed il

Gee(e the remoteft parts of tht North, and feldom make

their appearance at Churchill River il late in

Auguf or September. The rout they take in

Spring is unknown, and their breeding-.places

have never been difcovered by any Indian in

Hudfon's Bay. When they make their appear-

ance at Churchill River, they aways coMIe from

the North, fly near the margin ofthe coai, and

are never feen in the interior parts of the country.
In



In fize they are larger than a Mallard Duck, but

inferior to the Snow Goofe ; and though their

flefh appears delicate to the eye, it is not much

efteemed. , In fomÉe years they pafs tlie mouth of

Churchill River in ptodigious numbers, and many

of them are killed and ferved to the Company's

fervants as proviûons; but, as I have juft obferv.

ed, they are not much reliihed. When migrat.

ing to the South, they generally avail themfelves

of a ftrong North or North Wefterly wind, which
makes then fly fo fwift, that when I have killed

four or five at a ot, not one -of them fell lets

than from twenty to fifty yards from the perpen-

dicular fpot where they were killed. Like the

White, or Snow Geefe, when in large flocks they

fy in the lhape of a wedge, and nake a great

noife. Their .flight is very irregular, fonuetimes

being forty or fifty yards above the Wvater, and

in an inaant after they 4kim clofe to the furface

of it, and then rife again to a confiderable height;

fo that they may juffly be faid to #y In fefloons.

The DUNTER G.EisE, as it is called in Hudfon's Gunter

Bay, but which is certainly the Eider Duck.

They are common at the mouth of Churchili Ri-

ver as foon as the ice breaks up, but generaly-fly

far North tobreed; and the few that do remain

near the fettlement are fo fcattered among fmall

iflands, and fea-girt rocks and fboals, as to ren-

der it not worth while to attempt gathering their

down. Their eggs, when found, are exceeding

good eating; and in the Fail of the year the flefh
s5
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s by no means un!pleafant, thoughl they are no.

ýorioufly known to feed on fifh.

o BEAN GoosE. This fpecies is feldom found in
any part of Hudfon's Bay, as in all my travels I

have only feen three that were killed. This bird
never came under the infpe&ion of Mr. Graham,

or the late Mr. Hutchins, though they both con-

tributed very largely to the colleacion fent home

to the Royal Society*.

Speciei of Water JowJ

DUcE:s of various kinds are found in thofe

parts during Summer ; fome only frequenting

the fea-coafi, while others vifit the interior parts

of the country in aftonifhing numbers. The fpe-

cies of this bird which is found mof commonly

here are, the King Duck, Black Duck, Mallard

Duck, Long-tailed Duck, Widgeon, and Teal.

The two firft only vifit the fea-coaft, feed on fi1h
and

Tt is, however, no lefs true, that the late Mr. Humphry Martin, many

years Governor of Albany Fort, fent home feveral hundred fpecimens of

inimals and plants to éomplete that colleaion; but by fome miflake, no-

thing of the kind was placed to the credit-of his account. Even my re.

fpeaed friend Mr. Pennant, who with a candour that does him-honour,

bas fo generoofly acknowledged his obligations to all to whom he thought

lhe was indebted for information when-ewas writing his Artie Zoology,
(fee the Advertifement,) bas not mentioned his name but I am fnsiy per-

fuaded that it entirely proceeded from a want of knowing the perfon ;

and as Mr. Hutchins fucceeded hm at Albany in the year j77,

every thing that bas been feat over from that part hash been placed to bis

account.
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and fith-fpawn; and their flefh is by no res
efteemed good, though their eggs are notdif-

greeable. The Mallard and Longtailed Duck
vifit Hudfon's Bay in great numbers, and extend
from the fea-coaft, to the remoteft Weftern parts,
and near Cumberland Houfe are found in vaft
multitudes. At their firft arrival on the fea-coaff,
they are exceeding good eating; but' when in'
a moulting ftate, though very fat, they are in ge-
neral fo rank that few Europeans are fond of
them. At thofe feafons the difference in flavour
is eafily known by the colour of the fat; for when
that is white, the flefh is mofl affuredly good;
but when i is yellow, or of an oran.ge colour, it
is very rank and filhy. This difference is only
peculiar to thofe that frequent and breed near the
fea-coaf; for in the interior parts I never knew
them killed but their fefh was very.good; and
the young Mallard Duck before it can fly is very
fat, and moi delicate eating. The fame nay.be
faid of the Long-tailed Duck. Neither of thofe

fpecies lay more than fix or eight eggs in common,
and frequently bring them all forth,

WIDGEON. This fp.ecies of Duck is very un- Wgon.

com-mon in Hudfon's Bay'; ufually keeping in
pairs, and being feldorm feen in flocks. They
are by no means fo nunerous as the two former,
.and are moft frequently feen in rivers and mar-
Ihes near the fea-coaft. Their fiefl is generally
efteemed; and the down of thofe I have exa-
mined is little inferior in eiaflicity to that of the

Gg Eider,
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Eider, though tnuch ihorter. Thé faft: firày ts6
faic of fevefal other 1èdes tf Dr:ks that fft.
quent thofe parts; but thé hÎIpofIbility of e6Ôi.
le&ing the downu iu any quaÎtity, ptetents it
fidtn beconing adt article of trade.

-r EAL. Like the Mâllaid, thdy dre fttid 1h

conlfidefable tambers neat thieácoaR; but et,
mofe plentifütl in the interibf parts of the còuntry,

and fly in fuch large flocks that I have ofteni kilt.
ed twelve or fourteen at one fhot, ahd have fèets
bcth Engliflh and Indians kili à rnuch gréate±

nutrtber. At their firft atrital they àte but poor,

thôngh genetally eftdined good eaiig. This

dituinutive Duck is by far the mofó ptolific ôf
any I know that reforts to Ftüdfon's Bay; fôr I
have often feen the old ones fwiriming at the

head of fevetiteen yaung, when not much larger

than waltuits. This bird remains in thofe parts
as àñg as the feafon will permit; for in the year
one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five, i
iny paffage from Cumberland Houfe to York
È'i-t, 1, as well as my Indian companions, killed

them in the rivers we paffed through as late às

the twentieth of October. At thofe times they

are entirely involved in fat, but delicately white,

and may truly be called a greatluxury.

Bèeides the birds already defcribed, there is a

great variety of others, both of land and water

fowl, that frequent thofe parts in Sumtner; but

thefe came not fo ithrediat'ly under my irifpecti-

on as thofe I have already defcribed.
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O f thefVegetable Prpsdit4hions.

Th vegetablc produEions of this coutry by
no means engagéd my attention fo. imuch as the

aniial creation hich is the jefs to be wonder-

esd at, as fo few ofthem are ufeful for the fupport

of g . Yet I will epdgavour t.o enumerate as

mnýy ofthfe as I think are worth notice.

The G0QSEBERRIE.S tLrive beif in lony and b

r•cky gronad, which lies open and much expof-

ed "to thç Su. But in t4ofe tituations fewof die

budhes gr'w to agy height, an.d pread along the

groand lik vines. The fruit is always umoni plen-.

tiful and the f£nef on the under-fide of the bran-

ches, probably owing to the refle&ed heat from

the -fones anid gravel, and froam being fhekrered

from all cold winds and fog by the leaves. 1

never faw mwore than one fpecies ofGoofeherry

in any part of Hudfon's Bay, which is the red

ge. WheiA green, they make excellent pies 9r

tarts; and when ripe are very pleafant eating,
though .byno means fo large as thofe produçed n

England.
CR4NRiiREs grow in great abund4nce nearCranbeiries

Churchill, and are not confined to any particular

fituation, for they are as common on open bleak

p1i*s gd :b;igh rocks as anong the woods.

Whwn -c-reful1y gathered in the Fall, in ry wea-
g ther,



ther, and as carefully packed in cafks with moift

fugar, they will keep for years, and are annually

fent to England in confiderable quantities as pre-

fents, where they are much efteemed. When the

fhips have remained in the Bay fo late that the

Cranberries are ripe, fome of the Captains have

cgrried themr home in water with great fuccefs.

at.. The HEATHBER RIEs are in fome years fo plen.
berie tiful near Churchill,. that it is impoffible to walk

in many places without treading on thoufands and

millions of them. They grow clofe to the ground,
and are a favourite repaif of many birds that mi.

grate to thofe parts in Summer, particularly the

Grey Goofe ; on which account the Indians di-

flinguifh them by the name of Nifhca-minnick,
or the Grey Goofeberry. The juice of this berry

makes an exceeding pleafant beverage, and the

fruit itfelf would be more pleafing were it not

for the number of fmall feeds it contains.

BETH AGO-TOMINICK, as it is called by the Indi.
ans, or the Dewater-berry of Mr. Dragge. I
have feen this berry as far North as Marble Ifland,
and that in great abundance. , It flourifhes bef,

and is moif producive, in fwarnpy boggy ground
covered with mofs, and is feldom.found among

grafs. The plant itfelf is not very unlike that of
a Strawberry, but the icaves are farger. Out of
the.ceiter of the plant flioots a fingle falk, fome-

times to the height of feven or eight'inches, and

each plant oniy produces ,one berry, which at

fMe diffance refembles a Strawberry; but on

exami-

A JOURNEY .TO -THE·
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examination they have not. that conical form;

and many of them are only compofed of three or

four lobes, while others confifn of near twenty.

The flavour of this berry is far from unpleafing,
and it is eaten by our people in confiderable

quantities during the feafon, (whiçh is Auguft,)

and, like all the other fruits in thofe parts, is fup-

pofed to be wholefome, and a great antifcorbutic,
CURRANS, both red and black, are common Currans.

about Churchill River, but the latter are far more

plentiful than the former, and are very large and

fine. The bufhes on which thofe currans grow,
freqxently exceed three feet in height, and ge-

nerally thrive befL in thofe parts that are moili

but not fwampy. Small vallies between the
rocks, at fome little difiance from the woods, are

very favourable to them; and I have frequently

obferved that the fruit produced in thofe fituati-
ons is larger and finer than that which is found

in the woods. Thofe berries have a very great

effeét on fome people if eaten in any confiderable

quantities, by ading as a very powerful purgative,
and in fome as an emetic at the fame tine;
but if mixed with Cranberries, they never have
that effeét.

JUNIPER-EB,ERRIEs are frequently found near the junîr

new fettlement at Churchill River, but by no

means in fuch plenty as in the more Southern

and interior parts of the country. The bufh

they grew on is fo fimilar to the- creeping pine,
that one half of the Company's ferVants refiding

10;
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i fHudfons Bay do not know-one from the.other.

ike the Goofeberry bufhes in thofe parts, the

fruit îs alwàys moft plentifui on the under.lde of

the branches. They are not much eRieemed <i-
ther 'by the Indians. cr Engrilh, fo that the few

that -are -made ufe of are generally Infafed in brai -

dy, byway of making acordial, which is f#r from

trnpleafant*.

Straw STRAwBRRTES †, and thofe of a con fkerable
e ze and excHéent flavour, are found as far North

as -Churchill River; and what is moa remarka.

ble, they are frequently known to be more pien..

tiful in fuch places as have formerly been fet on

fire. This isuot peculiar to the Strawberry, but

it is weil known that in the interior parts of the

couritry, as well as at Albany and Moofe Forts,
that after the ground, ,r more properly theunder

wood and mofs, have been fet on fire, that Rafp.
berry-bufhes and Hips have fihot up in great nu-m-

bers on fpots where nothing of the kind had

ever been feen before. This is a phænomenon

that is not eaffly accounted for; but it is more

than probable thatNature wanted fome affiflance,

and the rnofs being all burnt away, not only a.-

mTits the fun to act with more power, but the

heat of the fire maft, in fo me meafure, loofen the

exture of the foil, fo as to admit the plants to

fhoot

î The Indianscall the Juniper-berry Caw-caw-cue-minick, or the Crow-

berry.

t The Oteagh-mrnick of the ndians, is fa called, becaufe it in fome

meafure refembles a hcart.
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flhoot, after having been deep.rooted for ma,
ny years without being able to force their way to
the furface.

Befides the Berries already mentioned, tihere
are three others found as far North as Churchili;

namely, what the Indians call the Eye.berry, and
the other two are termed ]3ue-berry and Par.
tridge-berry by the Englifh.

The EYE-BERRY grows much in the fame man. Eye-berry.

ner as the Strawberry, and though fmaller, is in.
finitely fuperior in flavour. "This berry is found
in various fituations; but near Churchl: River
they are moft plentiful in f aA hollows among
the rocks, which are fituated fome dif:ance from
the woods; but they are never known to grow
in fwampy ground, and I never faw them fo plen.
tiful in any part of Rexdfon's Bay as about
Churchili River.

The BLUE-BERRY is about the fize of a Hur. BIue-berry.

tleberry, and grows on bufhes which rife to eigh.
teen inches or two feet, but in general are nuch
lower. . They are feldom ripe till September, at
which time the leaves turn to a beautiful red;
and the fruit, though finall, have as fine a bloom
as. any plumi, and are much efteemed for the plea.
fantnefs of their flavour.

The PAR TRIDGE-BERRY is nearly as large as the Partridge-
berry.

Cranberry imported from Newfoundland, and
though of a beautiful tranfparent red, yet has a
difagreeable tafte. Thefe berries are feldom ta.
ken, cither by the Indians or Engiifh; and many-

of
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ofthe-latter call them Poifon-berries,,,but feveral

birds are fond of them. . They grow clofe.to the

ground, like the Cranberry, and the plant that

produces them is not very unlike fmall.fage,

either in fhape or colour, but has none.of its
virtues.

I had nearly forgotten another fpecies of Berry,

which is found on the dry ridges at Churchill in

confiderable numbers. In fize and colour they
much. refemble the Red Curran, and grow on

bufhes fo much like the Creeping Willow, 'that
people of little obfervation fcarcely known the
differeice; particularly as all· the fruit is on the

under-fide of the branches, and entirely hid by
the leaves. I never knew this Berry eaten but

by a frolickfone Indian girl; and as it had no ill

effeEa, it is a proof it is not unwholefone,. though

,exceedingly unpleafant to the palate, and not
much léfs fo to the fmell.

HiPs of a fmall fize, though but fev in number,
are alfo found on the :banks of Churchill River,
at fome diffance from the fea. But in the inte-

rior parts of the country they are frequently

found in fuch vaif quantities, that at a dinfance

they make the fpots they grow on appear perfe.
]y red. In the interior parts of Hudfon's Bay

they are as large as any I ever remember to have
feen, and xwhen ripe, have a moft delightful

bloom ; but at that feafon there is fearcely one in

ten which has not a worm in it; and they fre-

quently act as a ftrong purgative.

With
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With refpeâ to the fmaller proditeions.e th
vegetable world, I arm obliged to be in a great
meafure filent, as the naturi-e of my various occu.

pations during my refidence in this country gave
me little leifure, and being unacquainted- with
botany, I viewed with inattention things that
were not of immediate ufe: the few which follow
are all that particularly engaged my attention.

The WISH-A-CAPUCCA, which grows in moft Win-a-ca-

parts of-this country, is faid by fome AuthorsP to

have great medical virtues, applied, either in-

wardly as an alterative, or outwardly dried and

pulverifed, to old fores and gangrenes. The

truth, of this I much doubt, and could never

think it had the leaft medical quality. It is, how-.

ever, much-ufed by the lower clafs of the Com.
pany's fervants as tea; and by fome. is thought

very pleafant. But the flower is by far the moftL

delicate, and if gathered at a proper time, and

carefully dried in the fhade, will retain its fla,
vour for many years, and make a far more plea-
fant beverage than the leaves. There are feveral

fpecies of this plant, of which fome ofthe leaves
are nearly as large as that of the Creeping Wil-

low, while others are as fmall and narrow as that

of the Rofermary, and much refembles it in co-

lour ; but all the fpecies have the fame fmell and

fiavour.

JACKASHEY-PUCK. This herb much refembles Jak

Creeping Box; and is only ufed, either by the

Indians or Englifh, to mix with tobacco, which

makes it fnoke mild and pleafant; and would, I

am
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am prfaaded, he very acceptable te many t(mo-

kers in England.
mos. Moss of various forts and cologrs is pIentiful

enosgh i monf parts of this ,contry, and is what

the deer ufuajy feed on.

Grafs. GRASs of ieveraI kinds is alfo found in tiefe
parts, and fo.me of it amazingly rapid of growtb,
particularly that which is there called Rye"grafs,

and which, in our fhort Summer at Churchill,

frequently grows to the. height of three feet.

Another fpecies of Grafs, which is produced in

marfhes, and on the ma'rgins of lakes, ponds, and

rivers, is particularly adapted for the fupport of

the multitudes of the feathered creation which

refort to thofe parts in Summer. The Marlh

Grafs at Churchill is of that peculiar nature, that

where it is mowed -one year, no crop can be pro-

cured the next Summer ; whereas at York Fort,
though the clirate is nlot very different, they

can get two crops, or harveis, from the fame

fpot in one Su.mmer. Vetches are plentiful in

fome parts as far North as Churchill River; and

Burrage, Sorrel, and Coltsfoot, may be ranked

among the ufeful plants. Dandelion is alfo plen-

tiful at Churchill, and mxakes an early falad, long

before any thing can be produced in the gardens.

in fa&, notwithftanding the length of the

Winter, the feverity of the cold, and the great
fearcity of vegetables at this Northern fettiement,

by proper attention to cleanlinefs, and keeping

-the people at reafonable exercife, 1 never had one
nan
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man under me who had the leaft fymptoms

of the fcurvy; whereas at York Fort, Albany,
and Moofe River, there were almofL annual

complaints that one half of the people were

rendered licapablé of duty by that dreéadful dif.-

order.

I do not wih to lay claim ta àny merit on this

occafion, but I cannot help obferving that, during

ten yêârs I had the command at Churchill River,
only two men died of that difiemper, though my

complement at times amounted in number to

fifty-three.

The Foreif Trees that grow on this inhofpita- Trees.

ble fpot äré +ery few indeed; Pine, Juniper,
frmali fcraggy Poplar, Creeping Birch, and Dwarf

WilloWt, tampôte the whole catalogue. Fatther

WtiWard the Birch Tree is very plentiful; and

i the Athapufcow country, the Pines, Larch,

Poplar, and Birsh, grow to a great fize ; the

Alder is alfo found there.

THE END.

459



DIRECTIONS TO THE BINDER.
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