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FNOTICES.

the first Tuesday of every month, at 
to a.m., inThe Board of Management meets on

Board.
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Letters asking information about missionaries, or any questions cone
„ lo Bible-readers, ,=a=b,„. or cblldm» to .he ..nous

ÏC. Sd-. ah. eoncerniog »PP»- <» .odm J»
addressed to Mrs. Shortreed, Foreign Secretary. 224 Jarvis Street. To

All correspondence relating to work in the North-West and British 
Columbia including supplies, will be conducted through Mrs^ A. Jeffrey-S«c" 
retaryfor Indian Work in the North-West and British Columbia. 62 St.

George Street, Toronto.
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All letters to the Board not directly bearing upon work specified in the 
abom departments, .held b. addmamd .0 Mm. Hugh Campbell. Commpond. 
ing Secretary. 220 Richmond Street West. Toronto.

All requests for life-membership certificates should be sent to Mi*1 Bessie

been paid.

I
Bari

ÎLetters containing remittances of money for the £
addressed to Miss Isabella L. George, Treasurer. 277 Jarvis Street. Tor

All correspondence relating to the business 
Missionary Tm,NGS-all orders, remittances and changes of address 
be sent to Mrs. Telfer. 72 St. Alban’s Street, Toronto.
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Foreign Missionary Tidings.
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, Presbyterian Church 

. in Canada.
(WESTERN DIVISION.)

No. io.TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1899.VOL. II.

SUBJECTS FOR PRAYER.

For those women who have offered themselves as mission­
aries; that others may come forward, and for those in training. 
For all colleges, schools and hospitals connected with our missions. 
I-'or rulers, that they may be disposed to seek the good of the King­
dom. For missions in Syria, Persia, and other Moslem countries 

“ Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.”— 
2 Timothy 2 :15.1

HOME DEPARTMENT.

e
INCREASE.

Presbyterial Society—
Monkman’s Auxiliary.Barrieie

y
IS

LIFE MEMBERS.

Miss L. I. Stark, Zion Church Mission Band. Carleton Place. 
Mrs. R. G. McLaughlin, Erskine Auxiliary, Toronto.
Mrs. Ross, Westminster Auxiliary, Toronto.
Mrs. J. Balfour. Kippen.
Mrs. P. McLaren, Franktown Auxiliary.
Mrs. P. Wright. Portage la Prairie.
Mrs. J. Brebner, Sarnia.
Mrs. G. Murray. St. Stephen's, Winnipeg.
Mrs. W. S. Bryce. Gananoque.
Mrs. Hector McLean, South Finch.
Mrs. A. Torrence, Port Perry.
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FOREIGN MISSIONARY TIDINGS.

K l k £h?,dn,”00Mdtvs, Vancouver, B.C.
Miss F. F. Haultain. Young Ladies’ Talent Society. Cardina . 
Mrs. R. Watkins, Cypress River Auxiliary.
Miss Minnie Mylne, San Diego, Cal.
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TREASURER'S STATEMENT.

RECEIPTS.

I. To balance from last month.....................
“ Stratford Presbytenal Society............
“ Sarnia Presbyterial Society.................
“ Bruce Presbyterial Society ............
“ Glengarry Presbyterial Society,

Point Mission Band.................
“ Sabbath School Class. Trehernc. Manitoba.. 
“ McKellar Auxiliary. Calgary................
“ Lanark and Renfrew Presbyterial Society, 

New Glasgow Mission Band........................

1898.
$228 55 
1.456 25 
1.074 55 

570 00

Dec.

Farran’s
22 34

N2 80
69 00 ton.

Sch<
We
theit

«

6 50

the$3.429 99
gran

EXPENDITURE.

By postage. L. M. certificates.
“ postage. Secretary for Indian Work 
“ balance on hand....................

$0 75
Dec. 1 98

3.427 26

$3,429 99
Isabella L. George, Treasurer. \
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2i) tFOREIGN MISSIONARY TIDINGS.

IN MEMORIAM.
it was with deep regret that the Board received a message of the 

death of Mrs. Moffat, one of our teachers in the Industrial School at 
Regina.

During the holiday season no one 
than she had in preparing the Christmas tree for the children 
and in making it a season of rejoicing for the Indian boys and girls. 
Shortly after she was taken ill with pneumonia, and passed away on 
Saturday morning, January 7th. The Rev. A. J. McLeod writes: 
•• It is a great grief and shock to us all, for she was greatly beloved 
by her fellow-teachers and pupils. Boys and girls alike looked up to 
lier with most affectionate esteem. She has laboured in the school 
with great energy and marked success for nearly four years, and we 
will miss her sorely for a very long time to come.”

Mrs. Moffat was a daughter of the late Rev. Peter Gray, of Kings­
ton. In 1894 she received an appointment to the Regina Industrial 
School, where she faithfully laboured until God called her home. 
\Ye would express our sorrow for the Regina Industrial School in 
their loss of a loved teacher. A noble life has been nobly closed, and 

of her loving service will remain like a lingering fra- 
to those who must toil a little longer.

had taken more pleasure
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26 A TALK WITH MISSIONARY VOLUNTEERS.

BY BISHOP J. M. TllOBURN, OK INDIA.

What are sonic of the qualifications most necessary for every mis- 
sionary ?

i The first question to settle is the call. Are you called to foreign 
mission work ? “ Oh, yes!” you reply; “ I have been called. That 
is a hopeful sign, and yet many young men and young women go to 
the foreign field with a great deal of enthusiasm, thinking they are 
called and when they get there the call seems gone, and enthusiasm 
wanes. They were sincere, but they did not know what they were 
doing. You ask to be sent to foreign lands; do you know what
you ask ? , ,

I had an impression at seventeen years of age. when reading a 
hook on foreign missions, that I must give my own life to the work. 
T asked God to make it clear. I reasoned, If the Church sends me, 
she will do it through the presiding elder (who was my adviser), 
and God will open the way.

First we must be guided by the advice of those to whom we have 
a right to look for guidance. Secondly, does the providence of God
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„„„,o»i,o with your in,press;.» I Third,,, is there «««* » ■>"

Wt.lS5d Kluided W these .hr«; .ue»io.s. 
cur. you have strong evidence that „faml began to knock
,he\ïwoli,huSo... and "said! " 1 •»« the bishop »„ *= «-»

’USt" What is he doing here ?”
for missionaries for 

added, “James, how would you 
extraordinary.” I said. 1 came

If they con-

I askedIndia.” he replied, and then, 
like to go ?

here to consult

ever since

“ Looking
turning to me,

“ This is very f>
>OU“WellhadoSyouCknow I have been thinking about you 
the bishop spoke to me ? 1 |hmk you oug door, and thought

I could say little, but f^f P^e bed. but could not utter a
L'ld°UldI.PMer.s » a grrat lointain oi «« and P»«

ioyr,To?ghi.nigJ æï “« "»■ wha*

After reaching the mission field I » . twenty-nine years
ing any results; ‘tack to that time and felt perfectly certain I
since, I have looked back to . d made ;t absolutely plain. _
wasThahteries îhe first question—“ Is this purpose my wish, or is .

God’s call ” , _ voumr people, when they are called,
2. Don't be m a hurry. Some yo g#P J woman must be trained

want to go right off. Every y You are here not so much to study 
for the work they have to °°' ct to the field your studies
as to learn how to study. for « yrob,fms to be solved are greater 
begin. I ant studying still. , ; grnat mistake to say.
now than any I learned m co Uege^ lt.s £ Ç a gfaduate » That 
“ Oh. he is all right! he is well inf what he knows, but what
may mean anything or noth'ng. ? DolVt fet any man per-
he can learn. Can you learn a_Wful missionary if you cannot 
stiade you that you will m, ■ : wi„ not trust a man who
learn a language. The com pe ^ natives to trust you.
cannot speak their ton? ; y we11. The average young mis-
learn to pronounce their language we
sionarv has not the Pat,e.^V?d h° vlrf that you can do something at 

3- Before you go to ,th.e Christ ? This is the essential
home. Have you ever led• ■ Can take an inquiring soul to
work for vou in every c Canada you cannot do it in India.
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293FOREIGN MISSIONARY TIDINGS.
a cure! And what kind of surgery must it be when the heart needs 
a surgeon? Jesus said, "1 come to bind up the broken-hearted. 
We need great delicacy of touch to deal with young disciples.

If a young lady applied to me to be sent out as a foreign mis­
sionary, 1 should inquire not so much from her teachers, but go to 
the place where she had been living and find out what her young 
associates thought of her. Do the children care for her . Can she 
be well spared, not missed at all ? If so, I should not want her. 
Has she made herself useful ? Can Canada spare her ?

4. You must guard your health. Health is a sacred gift, lor which 
it is our duty to care. We must r< ,pect the commandments of God 
not because they are in the Bible, but because He gave them. We 
feel we must obey the command, " T hou shall not steal ; but sup­
pose He says, “Thou shall not wreck thy health "—and He does 
say it. It comes under the teaching of stewardship. We are respon­
sible for whatever God gives us—health, money, ability, etc.—respon­
sible to Him. In the tropics especially you must study the laws of 
health.
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Wherever you go, study the matter of food. Do not misunder­
stand me when 1 say I think there are graves in African that ought 
not to be there. It is no use saying, “ Oh, the Lord will take care 
of our health!” He will, but only if we obey Him.

5. When you get into the field don t be in a hurry to be put in charge. 
Moses served forty years in his school of theology. Jesus waited 
thirty years before He began His ministry. We do not know why, 
hut He did. And the disciples waited ten days for the Spirit. We 
don’t understand God’s plans, but He is never in a hurry. Be men 
in haste, but never in a hurry. There is a difference.

6. Lastly, seek in constant prayer that strong and perfect self- 
control which springs front the realized presence of God. You are 
His messenger. Above all other preparation, you need constant 
communion with Him. Your supreme equipment is personal piety 
communion with God. Abroad, you live in danger of getting your 
conscience seared. There is no Sabbath, no prayer, none of the 
associations of your childhood, and before one knows it one becomes 
just a little careless. You are so hurried, you are wanted all day; 
you are tempted to omit your Bible reading one morning. After 
awhile this happens every morning, and before you are aware of it 
you get less prayerful than you used to be. Without Christian 
friends and fellowship, living amid the deadening intluenoes of hea­
thendom, missionaries are in danger spiritually. But at your peril 
you must look after your spiritual life; you must keep everything 
right between your soul and God. And you can only do that by 
talking with the blessed Master Himself.

Brethren, do you know Jesus Christ as your elder brother ? 
When you go into foreign lands and begin to preach, it will be 
everything to you to know Christ. While I am talking to you now
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,h= Lord Jesus Chris, is by myside.
go with you: that when you Himself is with you always. It is 
ing to them in His name. He Himself is witn yo ^ ^ people

œæg'Xrsra* -n». i, .»= mi»* ». a»M«.
testimony.

Preaching in the great squares 
around, I have said, " This is the message 
it be His, He will make you feel it in your 
not believe that I have been speaking God s message
forward and coni^^o(ttn I have made this challenge and
has never been accepted yet No Vatïirm6 that Jesus
n.jr assertion. But if I had said, does not believe me.
Christ is the Son of God, and ^. \i()hammedans, would have 
let him say so.” twenty men, e pec-alWMohammedans, ^ wou,(,
come forward at once to say that tl y strange to say, no
contradict me on almost every statement.. but, strange^ ^
simply prreadi°edaXeGaospel as an appeaMo tile human^ hc^Jiga^

ïSS Ô" ChriSldpl the powfr you are ,o widd.-Condensed 
from “ Regions Beyond.’
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295FOREIGN MISSIONARY TIDINGS.

“ Again, the question is not whether it is necessary to educate 
men in order to predispose and enable them to accept the Gospel. 
The teaching of Holy Scripture, and the experience of centuries, 
alike show plainly that it is never necessary to educate men in order 
that they may become Christians. .

- But it must be admitted that in every land we are to bring the 
Gospel, not merely to some classes, but to all classes. If, then, there 
he in any land individuals or classes who utterly refuse to listen to 
the Gospel as preached in the street or market, or to allow the mis­
sionary to enter their houses, but who will send their children to 
mission schools to be taught secular learning, while not forbidding 
us to give therewith also the Gospel, is it not clear that if we are to 
become ‘ all things to all men, that we may by all means save some, 

are bound to use such means as shall give us access to them ? _
“ In the use of the phrase ‘ preaching the Gospel for a witness 

no little loose thinking is often concealed. A witness is only a wit­
ness when understood by the hearer. I believe that in the majority 
of cases in non-Christian lands, such ‘witness’ as is required of us 
is not borne in any true sense by simply passing through a village of 
ignorant heathen, an reciting John 3 • 16, or some similar declara­
tion of the Gospel. he words have indeed struck the outward ear; 
1n,t in India, as in many other non-Christian lands, the minds of the 
masses are so completely prepossessed by erroneous ideas, that the 
very words we use in announcing the Gospel have to the people a 
meaning so totally different from the one we attach to them, that 
no little patient explanation of the Gospel day after day is needed, to 
enable a man to grasp the real meaning of the words he has heard_ 

“ Now if, through the influence of a false philosophy, or of 
books mistakenly regarded as of Divine authority, the very words 
we use in preaching have come to a sense utterly foreign to the Gos­
pel. and errors regarded as axiomatic truth debar access to the mind; 
and if. as is eminently the case in India, such erroneous ideas may 
be corrected, through secular teaching received n our schools and 
colleges, who shall say that it is inconsistent wit 
evangelist to give such teaching ?

ACCESS TO CULTURED CLASSES.
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As to the duty of a mission to undertake higher education, the 
case seems to lie thus: If in any land, through existing social and 
political conditions, it is found impracticable to reach men with 
the Gospel by public preaching or by house to house visitation, while 

means of such Anglo-vernacular schools and colleges as most 
missions maintain in India, Syria, and elsewhere, the missionary 
without hindrance bring the Gospel to bear daily on multitudes
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part of the expense is met by income, not from the home church, 
from government grants, the fees of students, and the contribu­

tions of Christian friends in India.
“In a word, then, 1 believe that the common argument against 

the maintenance of such institutions, on the ground of their great 
relative expensiveness to the mission treasuries, has been pressed 
by many much more than the facts will warrant. From the consid­
erations and various facts presented, 1 therefore conclude, quite, 
contrary to my own early impressions, that there is a distinct place 

high-class schools and colleges in India, and I doubt not in 
other mission fields.

but

for
many

“ The question still remains, however, as to the proportion of her 
strength in men and means, which the Church should devote to this 
as compared with other forms of work. I readily place in the fore­
ground as regards importance, the general preaching of the Gospel, 
whether in the bazaar or by house to house visitation, to the great 
mass of the population who, through poverty or indifference, remain 
outside our schools. The relative importance of evangelistic work 
in the villages has become much greater in late years than it was 
thirty years ago, when I first entered the mission field, because of 
the extensive movement toward Christianity among certain low 
caste village populations of a large part of North India When God 
sets before us an open door, we are bound to enter, and in the light 
of this new providence, we must shape our policy. If it has really 
come to this, the decreased contributions at home, therefore, and 
the consequent severe ‘ cuts ’ on our mission expenditures almost 
seem to show, that the Church, alas! is not willing to give as for­
merly to foreign missions, so that we must cut off some part of our 
work; then, much as I should regret the necessity, I think that 
retrenchment should sooner fall on our high schools and colleges 
than on the extension of the village work.

“But whether or not any limitation of our educational work be 
necessary or expedient, it would be nothing less than suicidal for 
any mission in India to make any such sweeping reduction in the 
matter of the higher education as should in effect debar a large part 
of our Christian young men from obtaining a high education con­
ducted upon distinctively Christian lines. It would be a grievous 
wrong, and disastrous to the young Church of India, if, by a general 
abolition of our Anglo-vernacular educational institutions, we should 
drive such Christian young men as desire a high education into insti­
tutions in which there is no religious element, or where the whole 
atmosphere is necessarily Antichristian.
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RESULTS IN CONVERSIONS.
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299FOREIGN MISSIONARY TIDINGS.

tcrian bodies in North India, especially missionaries of the Cana- 
dian Presbyterians, and the U. P. Church of Scotland, Rajputana, 
are sending their young men to the American Presbyterian Mission 
in Saharanpur for theological training. Despite any difficulties of 
detail, the present writer strongly believes that such union should 
in this case, and others, take a more formal shape than hitherto, in 
contribution of teachers and of money from the different bodies in­
terested, as also in the representation of each on the board ot 
directors."

PERSIAN DAILY LIFE.

PREPARED BY THE EDITOR.

The mass of the population of Persia are peasants, including 
farmers and gardeners. These are robust and temperate, and as a 
class have few wants and fewer comforts, lheir food is simple; 
their clothing cheap and scanty. Very few can read, or have they 
ambition to learn. They are careful to perform religious ceremonies, 
but care little for truth or righteousness.

Persian farmers are not the owners of the land, nor have they 
ever any expectation of becoming so. They are more like bands 
of slaves collected into villages; each family having a small hut, 
with stable adjoining, and at one side a yard filled with stacks of hay 
and refuse The village streets are narrow and crooked, and, when 
you add to this the fact of no drainage, you can imagine the filthy 
condition that must exist in damp weather.

The Rev Mr. Wilson, in his book on Persia, from which most 
of this information is taken, gives an interesting phase of life in that 
of the farmer’s wife as she goes through her daily task of preparing 
the food and attending to the needs of her home and family. the 
farmers go out long distances to their work, and toil away with the 
crudest of instruments. The landlord either lives near his peasants, 
in some more ornamental abode, or, more frequently, he is a khan 
or a merchant, living in some distant city; in this case an agent 
collects all dues, from one-third to two-thirds of the crops. He is 
generally an extortioner, hence the poor farmers have lots to con­
tend with Quarrels sometimes go to such a pass that the whole 
village will strike, and, piling their few utensils on their donkeys 
or oxen, they will seek subsistence nder some other land- 
lord Irrigation occupies much of their tention, and among close 
neighbours or near villages strifes are very common over well con­
tentions, as the servants of Abraham and Lot disputed. .

The rest of the population living in cities make their livelihood in 
the open bazaars. The condition resembles an American city before
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sh°p\ w», =nà the seller waste a good many moments in coming 
to terms hi bartering the Mohammedan has an advantage overan 
Armenian or foreigner, not only because his co-religionist is willing 
toTell to him dhfaper than to others, but because ,n the case of 
vegetables meat or other articles of food, a Christian is not p 
mined to ’touch ihem A Christian picked up some te^n ,J,S 

smell The shopkeeper objected. All right, weign wu«u 
have in my hand,” and he paid him two cents for it For tins cause 
there arc no Christian bakers, butchers or fruit dealers in a Persian

CilThroueh the visit of the Czar to England in 1889 the foreign 
trade with Persia was opened up. As a result of his visit the Imperia 
Bank of Persia was established, and several other corporations were 
founded by English capitalists; but, through competition most of

C^r«LbeN-x*‘o bread »Tvse T,oLcco i,T"on«ant and

the foreigner.” “ They would increase the price of the poor man . 
pipe ” Things grew worse and worse till the Shah, himself kelp­
ies had to camfel the monopoly and pay aThePer'- 
Hnd Thus Persia entered the ranks of a debtor nation, t he rer 
sian took a bitter dislike to the Europeans, forcing them to leave 
the country while Christian missions almost stood still. Thus the 
monopoly agitation undoubtedly has made the work of all Christians
and foreigners less secure.

In social and family life they have many 
Mohammedan countries. They are eminently a social people mu 
given to visiting and feasting. Men visit with men and women with 
women. It is interesting to read some of their laws o 
etiquette. The physician is honoured with an ,hol'r.sJ°u*\ 
before the ailments of the patient are mentioned. Then he is ex 
pected to rest in the parlour for prolonged tea-drinking before being 
conducted into the sick room. Time is of little value, and social calls 

often from three to four hours’ duration.
Much might be said of their greatest social function, which 

at their New Year, in March, when young and old, servant and mas­
ter look forward to three weeks at least of do-nothing but give 
and return compliments and feasts. They have their social castes 
just as we have—the poor, the middle classes and the nobility—and
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of carrying out social etiquette when theseeach has its own way
festive opportunities come round. . . .To a stranger visiting their homes, the impression gained is that 
their manner of living is very comfortable. Their wealth is not great 
Imt thev have all the conveniences which the country affords, ihei 
houses arc not of marble or cut stone, nor is the architecture charm­
ing but the wealthy classes have pleasant rooms, excellent food and 
troops of servants In sleeping, rich and poor alike he on the 
floor! and the bedding, which consits of a short mattress a round 
pillow, and coverlet, is folded up and placed in a recess by day

Mention might be made of their public pleasure resorts. Beyond 
street dances and singers they have few amusements other than the 
£a house-and here gossip holds sway-and the bath-house custom 
and religion requiring frequent ablutions, and no less for the men 
than for the women, whose hair dyeing and dyeing of the eyelashe-. 
require so much time and attention. The atmosphere in these room 
is terrible to think of, the water in the plunge tank being changea 
only once in two or three months, and is consequently a prolific
bre With Reference to woman in Persia, lier seclusion is the most 
striking fact, and the richer the more secluded, tne husband em­
ploying eunuchs to act as guardians and stewards of his family. As 
in other Asiatic countries, the life of a Persian woman is narrow. 
She is the toy and slave of her husband, and is kept in ignorance and 
misery. As one of them sorrowfully said, “We do nothing bwts'eep 
cat. and wonder what we will have for the next meal. With few 
exceptions, they are unable to read. Their faculties are dull and 
undeveloped, and their inattentive minds and unpractised memories 
require constant repetition on the part of an instructor. They are 
classed with the children, and the proverb has currency, Their hair 
is long their wit is short.” Of late education is beginning to creep 
into families of the officials, the women being allowed to take up 
music.A Mohammedan may have four lawful wives (the first taking 
preference). By means of their loose laws of divorce, a 
may have many times four in his life time. We are apt to think 
of these harems as dens of strife and unhappiness, but missionaries 

there is much true domestic happiness, and. though mated 
frequently well suited to each other, and, when 

love of their children, they enjoy

man

tell us
unseen, they are 
drawn nearer by the common
'^Notwithstanding the unequal provision of the law of Islam the 
women are faithful and bigoted Mohammedans. They ook 
upon their condition as their fate. They are devoted to their 
fasts and prayers, though they must pray in a low vo'ceandcross
thejr hands before them—not stretch them forth as the men do, It
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opportunity offers for a pilgrimage the journey ■of 
uMth all its difficulties, seems as nothing to them in view ot tne 
merit and honour. They will admire Christian women for their 
culture and refinement, but consider them as lacking the highest 

which o„l, Mohammedan can aha.m The women 
as well as the men are taught by a minister, what teach 
me the women get being mostly of a religious nature. These
ministers of their religion are called Mollahs. They are not exact y 
priests but leaders in worship, instructors and interpreters of the 
sacred’law Many are allowed to keep up wealthy establishments 
Another semi-religious order are th t Soy ids, direct descendant^ 
Mohammed- they are exempt from taxation and subsist on aims 
from the faithful; and still another peculiar sect of men are the Der­
vishes an order of religious mendicants that go about in a singular

r° cr«d of the Mohammedan, we might
find muclTthat is truly good. Their Bible, the Koran, sparkles with 
gems of truth. They believe in one God, in the resurrection of the 
body the judgment, heaven, prayer, but the -sad part comes when 
we look deeper down. During these hundreds of years that Moham­
medanism has reigned, its people have but become the more de­
graded till, as far as morals go, the Persians rank among the lowest. 
We judge their moral standing as the outcome of their religious 
teaching. Take, for instance, their conception of one God. As 
another writer has told us. they say of us we limit God as a God 
only of justice and goodness, while theirs is the author of all evil a. 
welï as of all good. Take their conception of prayer Prayer, they 
sav is a mere rendering of worship, the payment of a service of 
debt to the Creator. The ideas of confession, petition, intercession, 
are not present at all. To them prayer possesses rather some charm 
that may bring good fortune or ward off some evil. So it is with all 
their religious ceremonies, they have lost all meaning. Custom 
makes them pray at set intervals, visit their numerous mosques, 
fast on certain days, and at least once in their lifetime visit Mecca

It is indeed hard, up-hill work to make them see things in a 
brighter purer light; but we believe God has guided Christian mis­
sionaries there to do a noble work, and already He ,s caring for the 
seedlings of truth that are falling by the wayside. . .

Surely this is one bright gleam—the almost universal opinion 
now that the Christian missionary has not come for political selfish 
ends but to give them all that is helpful and good. Thousands of 
children have been taught, orphans cared for, the sick ministered 
unto and religious liberty and rights promoted—rivulets of Cbnst,a” 
influence watering the parched ground, and, as the streams become 
more copious, may we not hope to see the solitary place made glad 
and the desert rejoice and blossom as the rose.
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FOREIGN LETTER DEPARTMENT.

India.

OUR MISSIONS IN INDIA. BY A CHINESE MISSIONARY.

BY REV. D. MACGILLIVRAY, M.A., B.D.

A few days ago we were lying in company with other ships off 
the Island of Sangor. We had come down the Hoogly, on which 
Calcutta stands. We were thanking God especially for two things: 
Firstly, for the electric telegraph, which had flashed to the signal sta­
tion opposite us the news of a serious cyclonic disturbance on its 
way towards Sangor from the Andamin Islands. But for this timely 
warning we and the other ships would have sailed straight into 
danger The second cause of thanksgiving was suggested by the 
sight of Sangor Island. Thank God, the British Government had 
put an end to those horrid scenes which used to reach a climax here, 
viz : the sacrificing of the firstborn on the bosom of Mother Ganges 
where she joins the sea (the Hoogly is here the same as the Ganges) 
The burning of widows since 1829 is now also a thing only to reca 1 
when travellers are shown a monument which was erected to mark 
the spot where some widow of noble family was faithful unto death.

But darkness still broods over the land, especially over the minds 
of the women and children. The Government with its five great 
universities and countless schools, is doing all it can, but still So 
out of every 100 boys and 98 out of every 100 girls who ought to be 
at school are not. It is gratifying to know that over one-third of 
the females receiving instruction are getting it at the hands ot mis­
sionaries. The native lady graduates are still preponderating^ 
Christian.

The success

1

r
>f

1 of these schools appears in some quarters to Tie

as a harmless exercise, in no wise endangering his ancient faith. I 
found some in Calcutta who were seeking to arouse their countrymen 
against the danger of these things, and rival schools were actually 
begun, where there were 
rites.

satisfied to have hisn was
i.

a

wi.v.t ____classes for instruction in various Hindoo
insteatTof the Christian hymns taught in Mission Schools.

I was privileged to visit some nine or ten different schools m 
our Central India Mission. I often thought how the members of the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society would have enjoyed it. First, 
as to the buildings. I can remember only three of these up to the 
mark, and, not being fully acquainted with the environments, I put 
the mark probably too low. If I were a Government Inspector l 
would condemn the other places as unsanitary for Europeans and 

millionaire I would give the money to build suitable
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schools, instead of the holes refined young women are n°w compelled 
to spend hours daily in. Most of these are rented rooms, and they 
often thankful to get even that. In some
badlv bruised by the door being so low. A man tal ot stature mu 1 
bfsect himself in order to pass in Floors were mostly earth lefed. 
D'ivlie-ht oeered through some of the roofs, and daylight in 1
S,„ynS,‘ r„ in Pith h=« ,r= w„-n U.njW
for trood reasons. This is the best that can be done with the money 

t ti1cir disposal. The only wonder was that I found so many 
them still their posts, but pale faces were painfully in evidence. 
Ï w^s there in September, at the close of the rainy season, and the

are

heaTlTeaSschooîSegirls to a stranger appeared
white sarees over their heads, leaving one bare arm . - w;j|
merits are common in every land, but nose jewels and anklets win 
alwavs seem strange to us Occidentals. Shining hair always, even in 
£a,,™E. S=d back in the ld-h.Mo~4 « «'-j
mothers and shining eyes, as blac as the hair, pearly white a 
beautifully regular teeth, with dark brown faces a* background and 
bare feet, some with rings and some w.thout that comple es t 
nicture The signs of sorrow cannot well be mistaken in any 
country when written on the face. Newcomers sometimes look down­
cast but that does not explain the far-away, hunted look, as of those 
In sore*1 bondage, already chronic on .... oi there young fee.. Ah 
what is that little red spot just above the root of the nose^ n 
explained to be the marriage mark This little maid of slxS" j

ttStoV&S SÆ
from the school amid the sad forebodings and ^“ÎL'Ôfhiri,cXe 
teacher; the unhappy marnage life perhaps if she be >i? high caste 
within the bars of a zenana. And then, if sh® Je a Chnstan comes 
the struggle with the m asma of her surroundings. Let us nope, 
howeverThat there is more happiness in their narrow lot than we
fortunate Christians often suppose. , . . •< v _The day-school pupils must be gathered to school daily y 
calling-woman, an unfamiliar institution, necessary in this and o 
zenanas and veiled women. The parents would never allow the girls 
to walk unattended to the school. That would not be respec ab - 
Therefore some elderly dame, trusted by the Parents gathers the 
little brood from house to house and sees them safely in their 
mothers' care when school is over. This function o hers is a close 
parallel to that of a person used by St. fa«l as an illustration when 
he savs. “ The law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Uirist 
The schoolmaster (paidagogos) was the servant who escorted 
pupil back and forth to school. May our Ea^ter" .s^?cjimaSterS b 
the law to bring the little ones to Christ in the schools!
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The most effective work is done in boarding schools. That at In­
dore is very satisfactory. It is a pucca building. There are two 
kinds of houses in India—pucca and cutcha. The pucca kind is bunt 
when you have sufficient money, and will stand the rains, etc. lne 
latter kind is always built when you have no money to build a pucca 
house, and lasts as long as might be expected in that climate. Many 
will remember the engraving of this school which appeared in one 
of the church papers, and many others have seen photographs. 
Without describing the building, I wish to say something genera 
about photographs. They make a building more handsome and
imposing than it really is, for they do not show the color or the
stains. A yellow appears a beautiful snowy white. Yellow is the 
usual colour in India. Plaster and marble seem the same, and we 
naturally think first of the costly material. Pillars which are only
brick and plaster look like stone. I have seen only one building in
the world prettier than the best photographs of it—the Taj Mahal 
at Agra, and that is real white marble. From the photographs, we 
might say of our boarding school, “How grand!’ If you actually 
saw it you would say, rather, “ How substantial! But it is time 
for us to go inside. In all the schools the children rise up respectfully 
as the padre (male missionary) comes on the scene, and call out, 
“ Salaam, Sahib ” (Peace, Master). But these girls had something 
novel ready for my benefit, for as I entered they rose in a body ^and 
said, in very excellent English, “We are very glad to see you. I 
knew that English was taught boys in India, but I hardly expected 
this from girls. However, this was an extra effort, and Miss Sin­
clair was kept busy interpreting during the hour. The girls had 
heard Mr. Johory interpreting for me at the College on Sabbath 
evening, and had gone away disappointed because they had not heard 
any of the speech of Gheen, as the Hindoos call it. So they were 
expecting something to-day. But before I began I wanted to hear 
them.
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Ah! there is someone I know (I saw her yesterday) in the front 
row—Piara, Beloved, the adopted waif from under a seat in the rail­
way carriage. What a blessed journey, begun in woe, that brought 
her to Indore railroad station, the unconscious mite, though she was 
not ticketed, care of the Presbyterian Mission! And what additional 
interest to me that I know a fair-haired darling in Canada who gave 
up her monster doll for dear Piara’s use and enjoyment.

But first we must sing some bhajans. These are Christian hymns 
to native minor airs. One of the elder girls takes her place at the 
organ, and the hymns are sung. All I can understand is that they 

in praise of Yesu Mesih, and these are Christian girls who are 
are treated to a Kindergarten Motion
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sweetly singing. Next we 
Song in English, “ Little Builders.”

After some writing was displayed, I was called upon to tell about 
Cheen, and, by special request, to speak some of the language. At
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with 
Bible 
more 
only 
she i 
lions

this nnint Miss Sinclair said they wished to know my name. Now, 
it is apparently difficult for some Europeans to P™”ounK ’nl'

£& %ssr\s?
St'somSffig'om fffeikl 3 sS.fi them. e
t was delighted to hear this, although it was testing my Chinese 
writing. I diose a short text,'" God is lo.e,” and them ,! tig
1-new it I was still more delighted when they said. It must be, 

God is love.’ ” They had never seen Chinese before and tU-
nn'v helo was the shortness of the quotation. I trust this snows 
what they regarded as most precious and characteristic among the 
texts they knlw. I then asked them to repeat this verse in all the 
languages they knew, and they said it in five languages four of
whfch lere IWing. This shows what their ^^^^fkiLen 

After various other exercises, we went to inspect the Kitc-nen, 
where the ranges were found to be of the usual primitive and inex- 
nensive tvoe The native cooks all over India have hitherto success­
ful^ rested the introduction of new-fangled stoves. The gm s 
grind the grain at the ancestral stones, one on each side. The. 
fortes were also equally plain. The rows of neat bedsteads with their 
siowy covedets, were'nLhere to be seen. Instead, the simple eus 
toml of the homes from which the girls come prevail. Neat rolls 
of bedding dotted the clean brick floor; that was all. So you 
the girls are not going to be spoiled by their life here for^ the life 
and home surroundings into which all must finally return; they wi

passed^ut'l'saw they were bare-footed, and this suggested 
comforting thought, “ These lassies’ feet will never be bound ac- 
rding to the cruel custom of China.” Canadian readers wou d 

thouglit of something else, but everything depends 
of view—mine is that of a Chinese missionary.
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«■ OLD JANKI.”

FROM T)R. M. OLIVER.

me
hir

Indore, December, 1898.
You will be interested to hear about “ Old Janki,” an elderly 

woman who has been for several years a saddhu (religious mendi­
cant) Between eight and nine months ago she came into the dis- 

'' morning, and the Bible-woman had a long conversation

Co
I I

■ crc
p*ei
dii

pensary one

LI

>,0.

n P



■■ —

307FOREIGN MISSIONARY TIDINGS.

with her. She came again to hear more; then took to going to the 
Bible-woman’s house to ask questions about Christ. Becoming 
more and more interested, she gave up begging, at which she not 
only made a livelihood, but saved money to send to her sons. 1 hen 
she made her home with the Bible-woman, doing the cooking for a 
household of five for her food and clothes. About four months ago 
she gave up all her images, charms, and holy vessels to the Bible- 
woman, declaring that from henceforth she would worship and fol­
low only Christ. Her faith is very child-like, yet clear and intelli­
gent, and all these months her life has been most exemplary. The 
change in her face is very marked. She has been asking for baptism 
for sometime, but I think it will be well to keep her on probation 

time longer. Remember her in your prayers.some

“ MY FIRST REAL CLYMPSE OF CHINA.”

FROM DR. MARGARET WALLACE.

Chang-te Fu, Nov. ist, 1898.
After leaving Kobe we sailed through the Inland Sea among 

beautiiul islands. There are said to be two thousand of them, and 
they are almost equal to our own Thousand Islands. Nagasaki Har­
bour lies at the entrance to the sea. We reached there at daylight 
on Tuesday and were soon surrounded by coal boats and sampans 
filled with men, women, and children. Steps were swung up the 
ship’s side and two rows of loaders took places opposite each other 
from the coal boats up the side and away into the ship. Small bas­
kets, filled below, were passed in a steady stream along the lines. 
Women worked as hard as men, and everyone seemed to enjoy it. 
They tossed and laughed, and got blacker and blacker, until the 
ship left, about five in the evening. We crossed the muddy Yellow 
Sea, and on Saturday morning stuck in the mud outside Woosung 
Harbour. A small boat came out and took us up to Shanghai. At 
Woosung we saw our first Chinese railroad train. It runs from 
Woosung to Shanghai, about nine miles. There was quite a crowd 
of foreigners on the Bund to meet the boat at Shanghai. Many of 
the older missionaries had friends there. Mrs. Mackenzie and I were 
met by Mr. Evans, who keeps a Missionary Home. We went with 
him, and were there until the following Thursday.

We stopped part of Saturday at Chef00 and took lunch with Mrs. 
Corbett. We had a ride through the native city in sedan chairs, and 
I got my first real sight of China. The streets were narrow and 
crowded, with piles of filth, donkeys, hungry dogs, naked children, 
p'eddlars, beggars, and gentry. Women washing clothes on a stone in 
dirty green pools. Men smoked and squatted along the muddy
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streets The Chinese are in advance of the Japanese as far a® 
clothes are concerned. They all wear trousers, and most of them

COtMr Mackenzie met ys in Tonku. and we were very thankful

Ymi tret no checks on a Chinese train. Carry all you

s" bT/ »i,Tmn
M :M‘,he ,m„“* S S= C,r The coolies came into 
the car where we were and grabbed the bundles right and left, 
called out in English and Mrs. Mackenzie in Chinese, but ,t had 
no effect An Englishman who was in the car made a ru’iaJtll|C 
and they fled Mr. Mackenzie meanwhile was outside bargaining 
?or cooUes to carry the things. At last we got away from the Ra­
tion, crossed the ferry and soon arrived at Mr. Chapin s. tne Dec
re,“g,r°frd|M”oruid” Itlta up the rive, for several, da,s. so 
we accented8Dr. Malcolm’s invitation to visit them at Pie-tai-ho. 
went bv train and got away from the flat, yellow country, up amo g r mountain’s Frgom the" station we had still1 six unies> to go, to 
reach the sea We missed the short way and arrived after dark, 
tired and hungry. Supper was ready and Mrs. Malcolm, Mrs Slim- 
mons and Dr Malcolm were waiting for us We enjoyed the sea 
Td rocks lor two days, then left lor Tien.sm. It took nearly » 
week longer to secure boats and get our things together. At las.

started The first day was spent getting through the jam o 
tribute boats Mr. Mackenzie had to go to the Yamen to get four 
solders to pilot us through or we might have been stuck among 
the boats for two or three days. The weather was delightful all the 
time we were on the river. Nearly every day we could get off and 
walk At night when we were tied up near a village, the natives 
would come out to look at us. The men would brmJB ^w!s and 
chop-sticks and eat their supper along the bank. The women we 
more timid, and would sometimes run away if we went near.
dr«î, roÆfwèmy dtyXm TiSnTchu-W.ng. where we 
arrived « wèdïsdi That evening we had , Me pmy.r meeft 
ing at the home of the lady missionaries. Next night we had a 
gathering at Dr. Maclure’s new house. Twelve sat down to supper. 
Dr. and Mrs. Menzies and Jean came over to convey Jhang-
te. In the midst of our happy time the courier came with the mail.
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T got my first news from home and a letter from my little Prairie

to peek in, but it did not annoy us. At noon we stopped at an inn. 
We got the best room, which fortunately had a door and was fair y 
clean The floor was swept, but the walls were black with soot. 
We caried our own lunch, but Dr. Menzies tried some native soup. 
For the room, hot water and soup we had to pay eighteen cash, 
about one cent. We reached Chang-te about six o clock, and re­
ceived a hearty welcome from the friends there.

Miss Pike had everything cosy in our little house. The roses 
were blooming for the occasion, and are still in bloom. We took a 
week to get boxes unpacked and goods stowed away, and on Mon- 
day I began my lessons in Chinese. There has been Quite a numbei 
of visitors to see the new Tai-fu. My Chinese name is Woa-tai-fu. 
I attend the women’s morning class, but do not know much that is 
said The poor women take such delight in reading the Wonder­
ful Word ” They sit like children, pointing a finger at each word. 
I feel as if I want to speak to them. It seems so strange not to be 
able to say anything when there are so many around eager to hear 
Mrs. Goforth’s children come to me on Sabbath, and we have a 
little English Sunday school, while Miss Pyke has a little Chinese 
class All the missionaries here are in good health. The cholera 
and small-pox are in the city, but we are kept from harm. Une 
realizes on coming to China, as perhaps never before, how great 
is our Heavenly Father’s protecting

set

care.

Indians of the North-West and British Columbia.

“AN INDIAN MARRIAGE.”

FROM MRS. CAMERON.

Alberni, B.C., Nov. 19th, 1898.
Last evening we had a marriage in the mission, and, as that is 

always an interesting subject. I must tell you about it. About two 
years ago some of the O-hi-aht tribe, who live some thirty-five miles 
from here were visiting in this neighbourhood, and young Jacob 
fell in love with Hinnoo, one of our mission girls, who belongs to 

After his return home he asked Mr. Swartout to
etc.,write to Miss Johnston telling his good qualities, prospects, 

and afterwards he came to ask if Miss Johnston was willing to let 
him have the girl. She said that Hinnoo was too young, but if in 
two or three years’ time Hinnoo wanted him she would not then

m
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Hinnoo’s father after a time took the image in *i other ali
I do not know that the young people had spoken to each ot 
this time and till after their marriage they had very little acquaint 
ance wTb each other. This is not unusual when one tribe intermar­
ries with another. This week Jacob came to^'mhisbndebrmg 
ing with him more than half the tribe, including the chiet U yee ). 
They all came in canoes, and landed at the O-pich-es-aht rancheree 
about half a mile from here, and on the other side of the River 
Somass They spent a few days there, and the Indians from the 
whole neighbourhood joined them in feasting, dancing, music, game, etc Then they made presents (potlach) in money or goods or both 
to the bride’s family and friends-often $200 or $300 is spent in tins 
way The Indians'have nothing like a marriage ceremony The 
young man just takes his bride home with him, and they live to 
eether as long as they both like. But mission girls must be legally 
married, and Miss Johnston always used her influence to have o h 
Indians do so. Jacob and some of his friends dined here Thu^day. 
and the chief and another visited the sc'1001' 311' 'f?* ^Taylor 
friends were invited to the mission, and about S n ^ Rew E. y 
nronounced Jacob and Hinnoo man and wife. She remained Here in 
the mission all night and he returned to the
with his friends, as there was a tria of "consider him en-
hv carrying an enormous stone, and they did not consider him en
titled to hfs wife unless a man of his tribe could carry tb's.sth°?s 
This afternoon I went with the bride and br^es^ man
and =aw this foolish performance, which might easily m ure a man 
tor life and several other feats. We are sorry to have Hunnoo leave 
the mission, and hop- she will have a happy home and that she will 
do good among the O-hi-ahts.
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sound, and can be heard easily all through the Indian village. The 
Indians promised to come promptly when it was rung, and so tar 
they have done so. They, with us, wish to send thanks to all the
kind friends for this gift. . . . .

At Ucluelat, Dodger’s Cove, and Ahoushat missions they have a 
large horn, which they blow as a signal for the hour of service and 
I noticed how prompt they were to answer. The missionary at these 
places speaks to the Indians in their own language, and I could not 
Help but think the people are much easier and _ more effectua y 
reached than through an interpreter. At Dodger s Cove the only 
white man beside the missionary is a gentleman who keeps store. 
For some reason, one of the Indian women was at variance with him, 
and on the following Sunday, while the missionary was explaining 
the word “ sinner,” this woman stood up, and, pointing over to 
where the gentleman sat, said, “ There is a sinner. Ahoushat, Dod­
ger’s Cove and Uchueiat have all to be reached by canoe. The In­
dians there gain their livelihood by scaling and fishing. When the 
Indians get a whale they look upon it as a gift direct from yod- 
One Indian tells us they pray at their meals every day for a whale.

In some respects these Indians are in advance of ours. I Heir 
houses present a better appearance. They have more ready money 
to spend, and buy more omfortable house-furnishings. Very much 
the same difficulties hav to be contended with there as here, so 
we all can only work on, trusting that one and all may give up 
every worship but that of the only living and true God The Al- 
berni Indians have more advantages, as they have land and a goodly 
supply of fruit trees around their homes. We met very few of the 
Indian men, as they were away at the Fraser River fishing.

Then we also had the pleasure of twice visiting the Chi­
nese Night School in Victoria. The school is opened with devo­
tional exercises. The hymns and prayers arc m Chinese Then the 
lessons are taught in English, the classes made up of old men, 
middle-aged and young. After lessons are over Rev. Mr. Winches­
ter speaks to all in their native tongue. On the streets of Victoria 
you can at once tell by the faces of the Chinese those who go to 
school and those who have no interest.

All the workers in the West seem earnest, consecrated men and 
Some are more isolated than others. Mrs. Russell had not 

white woman for twelve months until she saw Miss Fraser
women 
seen a
and Miss Armstrong. _ . . . u

After four months’ absence from Portage la Prairie, we felt there 
was “ no place like home,” and we have once more resumed our 
labours, trusting our work for the future may be owned and blessed

Miss Walker has already acknowledged the clothing. We thank 
you all for such a generous supply. Some kind friends sent Miss 
Fraser and me a quilt, cushion, rug and sewing bag, for which we
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beirvery grateful. Then there was the large roll of rag carpet sent 

by Richmond Hill Auxiliary. What a great deal of tune and lab
1 ïïJAtbut they shafl reap

in the reward some day.

arc 1
not
con
wh<
ing

MESSAGES OF THANKS

TO WHITBY PRESBYTERIAL.

FROM MR. WRIGHT.
GlcRolling River, Nov. 4th, 1898.

I wish to acknowledge the receipt oi the clothing sent to n, b,

sfcfiS's&'S tirssi o-t. ,hÂf ss ÿSti 2-
^ tL» Lëe b"n8wo,king well
thisPfall, and have been getting good wages. I hope to write shortly
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buTO LINDSAY PRESBYTERIAL.
in

FROM REV. W. S. MOORE. de:
Mistawasis, Dec. 5th, 1898.

ho
In returning you the receipt of clothing sent from Lindsay Pres- 

hvterial Society I beg to say that it came to hand this day ween. 
There was an abundant supply for all the requirements of the people 
ïere There were about fifty quilts, and every family m connection 
with our Church received one. There was also a larger supp y 
Tver of new unmade goods. This also has been almost all divided 
no reserving some of this and all the grey cotton for the sick during 
thé coming twelve months. The two pair of blankets cut into single 
ones were^thankfully received. Everyone desires their thanks to be
*“*£ rmld'e-w m-tS which 1 asked you,, Sod* for las, year 
came from the Lindsay Society, and was handed over to the Wo­
men’s Society of our Church here for the purpose of teaching the 

to make quilts for themselves. ,
mission building has, through the kindness of the Woman s 

Committee, been re-shingled, and part of the
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upstairs lathed and plastered, so that the comfort of our building, from 1 
being doubtful, is thoroughly assured. _ . .

It is a very gratifying change to have all the Government officials, 
not only on Mistawasis, but on the neighbouring Reserves as well, 
communicants of our Church. For this we give praise to our God, 
who has assuredly shown Himself to be our ever-present help dur­
ing the past year.

TO GLENGARRY PRESBYTER1AL.

FROM MR. SKENE. :
File Hills, Dec. 7th, 1898.

After some delay, the clothing sent to us by the friends of the 
Glengarry Presbyterial Society was safely put away in our store- 

We thank those friends for their practical interest in ourroom
I am pleased to get so good a supply of boots, as this item is 

sometimes overlooked. I am also encouraged by the generous spirit 
of those friends who so kindly remembered ourselves. We appreciate 
your gifts* friends, and sincerely thank you. It may be of interest 
to know that since the 1st of last April up to the present I have 
given away fifty-three quilts, eighteen skirts, and a number of coats, 
besides hoods and other small articles. The friends will thus see 
that quilts are most in demand.

I purposed getting down to see my 
but could not get away. I hope to go next year, 
in my tenth year without a holiday, so I think I may be excused for
desiring to get off for a term. ,. •

Inspector McGibbon when here visited our out-pupils at their 
homes, and was much pleased with all he saw and heard from their 
employers regarding them. I enclose a copy of a letter I received 
from the Indian Commissioner, which speaks for itself.

1 /

old home last summer, 
I am

TO CHATHAM PRESBYTERIAL.

FROM MISS BAKER.

Makoce Waste, Dec. 12th, 1898.
You will wonder at my long delay in acknowledging receipt of 

The bales arrived at Prince Albert just as our river was 
We got across, by ferry, three bales and the box 

obliged to leave the rest until there was 
had sufficient snow, which

clothing, 
freezing over, 
from Dundee, but we were
crossing on the river. Just as soon as we , ...
was about nine days ago, Sam and I took a trip to town he with 
his yoke of oxen and I in my little sleigh. We brought all that re-
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mained on hand. The clothing is all opened, sorted, and packed

», rrabundant supply of good things for both old and young. We also 
thank the Dundee Auxiliary. Their box contained many very use­
ful articles. The needs of the North-West missions seem now to be 
well understood by the ladies of the Woman s Foreign Missionary 
Society. Our supply is a very excellent one. Of quilts we have a 
goodly number, all so strong and warm. These 
eagerly sought after and highly prized. The old men are 
delighted with their overcoats and the old women with their 
warm jackets, skirts, mitts, etc. The new material is just 
what will be needed, and will be made up as required. We 
made clothing for the children. You have taken a heavy load off the 
shoulders of your missionary. Thanks, thanks, to you! No midmgh 
oil just now in1 this very busy season. You have been cheerful 
givers”; we are “cheerful receivers’’—both equally blessed by the 
Lord. Our school children are all happy and doing well. Were 
you listening to their prattle, you would overhear very often the 
expression, “Wanna macoza” (now I am warm).

I know I should have written sooner, but I find it impossible to 
a moment until all my duties for the day are over, and then 
really too wearied to attempt correspondence Then, tor quite 

a while, I felt very miserable, but am now better. You know I was 
alone from the 1st July to the end of September. Since then I have 
had Miss Isabella Lyttle with me. She is getting nicely into the 
work, and we are getting on very well. We are in our new kitchen. 
It is roomy and cheerful, and will be a great help in our work 
You always ask about the boys you met here. Jockie died last August 
of consumption. He was not strong enough for farming, so lived with 
his grandmother at the encampment. Before he died I visited him. He 
knew he was dying. He was too weak to talk much. I read to him, 
and he wished to be prayed with. When we read the hymn, Tuwe 
Jesus wacinze wiconi yuhe ” (he who believes in Jesus will be saved) 
"he rolled up his eyes and kept ejaculating, That is true, that is 
true!” He wished to be buried as a Christian. As soon as he died, 
his grandmother sent me word. We went down and arranged 01 
the funeral. He was buried at their place of burial, on 
a hill covered with pines, not far from the encampment. On reach­
ing the place, we found thirteen Indians sitting in a circle around 
the grave They had lowered the coffin and were awaiting my 
arrival. Several passages of Scripture were read and hymns sung 
in Dakota, and after a few remarks the grave was filled up. 1 he 
heathen listened very attentively. It was a solemn scene; the nrst 
Christian burial ever held there.
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TO BROCKVILLE PRESBYTERIAL.

FROM MR. W. J. SMALL.

Birtle, Man., Dec. 15, 1898.
from the Brockville Presbyterial 

suitable in everyThe clothing which came to us 
Society for the Indians of Lizard Point was very 
respect. An Indian, if given a choice, will invariably choose either 
a quilt, an overcoat, or a jacket, although as a rule they are grateful 
for any article of clothing. There was a good supply of these things 
besides a fair amount of other clothing for both men and women. 1 
am sure that we will be able to relieve any suffering there may be 
this winter among these poor Indians. I am glad to be able to say. 
however, that the spirit of independence is beginning to assert itself 
amongst them. A number have not asked for clothing, and I doubt 
if they would take it if offered to them. And I am sure the amount 
needed from year to year will gradually decrease, and we hope it 
mav not be many years before they will become a self-sustaining 
and thrifty people. But at the present the clothing is a necessity.

In conclusion, let me, on behalf of the Indians of Lizard Point 
Reserve, convey to the ladies of the Brockville Presbyterial Society 
heartfelt gratitude for such Christian kindness in providing such an 
ample supply of clothing.

ii k

TO PARIS PRESBYTERIAL.
FROM MR. W. J. SMALL.

Birtle, Man., Dec. 15th, 1898.
In acknowledgment of the clothing sent from the Paris Presby­

terial Society to us for use in the school, I beg to say that the 
supply is good, and in almost every line sufficient. The supply for 
summer use is extra fine and abundant, and the supply for winter is 
also good and substantial.

Our supply of shoes is somewhat short. The children use up 
so many shoes! Most of the boys and some of the girls are remark­
ably hard on shoes. I have known a boy to go through a fairly good 
pair of shoes in three weeks. The same boy will, with the very 
strongest of boots, use up four or five pairs in a year. And we have 
several other lads not far behind him. So, with forty or fifty chil­
dren of this stamp, the shoe question in itself becomes quite a con­
sideration. ... .

I trust the kind people in the Paris Presbytery will not think, 
when I speak of a shortage in any line, that I do so in a complain­
ing way. But. on the contrary, let them be assured that we all who 
are engaged in the work in the Birtle school do indeed appreciate 
the great work they are doing, and allow me, on behalf of the staff,
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deepest gratitude for the splendid supplyto convey to them our 
of clothing sent to us this year.

TO HAMILTON PRESBYTE RIAL.
REV. A. J. m'LEOD.FROM

Regina Industrial School, Dec. 17th, 1898.

thought of us. The carpet is already doing good service.

for march meetings.
THE CHINESE AND JAPANESE IN CANADA AND 

UNITED STATES.
in the United States and 

reside in

One of the Presbyterian reports says: “ In a spirit of loyalty to
the Church, in numbers, in the communion of baptism^and^m^
dividual contributions, this past year has beel? *e • sing

native town, and villages, and the deeadence ol idolatry there ac

infamous bondage and learn to love the Saviour. .
Tn thp Canadian Presbyterian Blue Book are to be found interest­

ing to the Chinese in British Columbia
under the supervision of Rev. A. B. Winchester, and m Ontario and 
Quebec under Rev. Dr. Thompson.

The number of Chinese and Japanese , ^
Canada is estimated at 113.000; of these, over 15,000
Canada.

A mission has been started at Maceo. in Canton,; where mostof 
these Chinese come from, for 
tending the work done in Ca.i

support. There are 
work

of following up and ex­purpose
The Chinese are themselves m- 

contribute liberally towards it. The Woman’s&' '

■-lieie „.v three natives at present employed, and their 
is supervised by the American Presbyterian missionanes.
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PUBLICATIONS.'

Pamphlets.

Five Cents each.
Free Literature.

78. Duties of Officers of Auxiliaries 
and Mission Bands.

77. Hints to M. B. Workers.
68. Origin of W.F.M.S.
38. A Silver Sixpence.
36. Practical Work.
35. How Much Do I Owe?
34. Our Hour of Prayer.
19. Our Plan of Work.
15. The Missionary Mite-Box. 
ii. Refusals.
8. Why and How.
5. Questions Answered.
4. Suggestions for Holding Meetings
2. Giving and Giving Up.

The Importance of Prayer.
1. Self Questions.

Prayer Cards.

t
*1 China. By Dr. Fraser.

Condition of Women in China. By 
Rev. Donald MacGillivray. 

Formosa. By Dr. Milligan. 
North-West Indians. By Professor 

Baird.
Women’s Foreign Mission Work. By 

Mrs. Macdonnell.

Lives of Missionaries.

Bound in cloth, 30c. Paper, 15c.
Dr. Livingstone.
Dr. Moffat.
Dr. Judson.
Justin Perkins.
William Carey.
Henry Martyn.
Dr. Duff.

Missions in Madagascar. 
Woman in Persia.

;
y

d
n

;o
n- Scattered Helpers' Cards, 

including Leaflets..
Envelopes.................
Mite-Boxes...............
Receipt Books, P. Sec

•• “ Auxiliaries
and M.B... .each 8c. and 5 cents

m 6 cents
ig each 1 cent 

each 1 cent 
___25 cents

îr
c-
311
id Ten Cents.

Maps Mr. Great-Heart.81.50 
1.50 
1 50 
1.50 
0.50 
0.25

es Trinidad.........
New Hebrides
India.............
North-West..

an
80.50

i 25
Dr. Paton. Large edition
From Far Formosa..........
•• Do Not Say," or. Excuses for 

Neglecting the Heathen........
st-

Paper........
Mission Band Exercises

ia.
0.10nd

of
:x- For above apply to Mrs. Telfer, 72 St. Alban’s Street, Toronto. Postage 

and express paid.

For Annual Reports, apply to Home Secretary, Mrs. Grant, St. 
Margaret’s College, Bloor Street West, Toronto.
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PUBLICATIONS.
3*8

/

( il
v. A Transferred Gift.
25 A Plea for our Envelopes.
24. The History of a Day.
22. The Beginning of It.
21. A Study in Proportion.
18. Five Cents in a Tea Cup.
13. Thanksgiving Ann.
10. For His Sake.

7, Mrsî'p'ickeM’s^MUsîônary Box.
3. Voices of Women.

Leaflets 3 cents each.
29. Mothers at Home.
74. African Missions.

g .

Flash Light on
Persia.
India.
siam and Laos.

8 cents perdoz.
2 cents.

The Women and^Girls of Korea. 
Missionaries in India.

for lelYand Cents for Christ.
Little Corners.

Book.

BBHEsx,..
51. Get the Women.
49. One-Tenth.
48 Cry of the Children.

23 John Trueman’s Way of Giving.
“• X-shouid t*eep^ our Au,iiiar.es. 
12. What is in Thy Hand.
6. Po-Heng and the Idols.

Place 
Service of Praise.

£■ Why°our loTt?» disband.
80. Beginnings at Mud Creek.
74' Go^sWUlin our Prayers.
73 The Measuring Rod.
71. Celeste’s Mission.
50. Freely Giving.
47. The Mission of Fairness.
46. “ Yes, you do, Lucindy.
II'. IkltchofM^Mathewson's Life.
$ ^stVanTL“ ow.ngof the Heathen 
* ' World.
37. What is

g ffSsiMSS.
sionary.

■§::

¥ 4 cents per doz.
Foreign Missions’ Rightful T’other and Which.

whatthe*Children thought of Giving.
54. Motives for Giving.

Br.c.« about th. " Foreign ML.ion.ry TiOln..."

T». b.,,.. .h.
advance. 3. Subscriptions may begin a y ,he Presbyterial Secretary to Mrs.

P.M». mt Toronto C.o.„, P.U
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