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BILL.

An Act to Incorporate “ The Montreal -
and Troy Telegraph Company.”

WHEREAS Hannibal H. Whitney, Wil- Preambte.
liam Workman, Charles Lindsay,
Hector Russell and Edwin Atwater and
other iphabitants of this .Province, hav-
5ing associated themselves together, have
constructed an Electro-Magunetic Telegraph,
.extending from the City of Montreal to
the Province Line, passing along the Low-
¢r Lachine Road to or near the Lachine
10 Rapids, across to an Island in the River St.
Lawrence, known as Allsop’s Island, thence
to a small Island, known as Isle & Bocquet,
near the South Shore, thence to the main
land, through Lapraire, St. Johns, St. Atha-
15 nase, Pike River and Phillipsburg, connect-
ing near the latter place, in the County of
Missisquoi, with the Troy and Canada Junc-
tion Telegraph Company, and have petitioned
to be incorporated for the purposes of this
20 Act, and it is expedient to grant the prayer
of their Petition; Be it thercfore enacted, &e.

And it is hereby enacted by the authorit}y of
the same, That the said Hannibal H. Whit- Certain per-
- ney, William Workman, Charles Lindsay, 05 amd ther,
25 Hector Russell and Edwin Atwater, together corporated.
with all such persons as shall become Stock-
holders of the Company hereinafter men-
tioned, shall be, and are hereby constituted
a body corporate and politic, by the name of
30 « The Montreal and Troy Telegraph Com- Corporate
pany,” and by that name they and their suc- "@e 20d
cessors shall and may have continued suc-
cession, and may contract and be contracted
with, sue and be sued, plead and be im-
35 pleaded, answer and be answered unto, in all
Courts and places whatsoever,in all manner of
A“
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actions, suits, complaints, matters and causes
whatsoever, and that they and their succes-
sors may and shall have a common seal, and
may change and alter the same at their will
and pleasure, and also, that they and their suc- 5
cessors shall be in law, capable of purchasing,
having, and holding to them and their suc-
cessors, any estate real, or personal or mixed,

to and for the use of the said Company, and
of letting, conveying, or otherwise departing 10
therewith, for the benefit and on account of
the said Company, from time to time as the
shall deem necessary or expedient: Provided
always, that the real estate to be held by the -
said Company shall be only such as may be 15
necessary for the purpose of building, using
and preserving the said Electro-Magnetic
Telegraph, and for objects immediately con-
nected therewith.

I1. And be it enacted, That the stock, 20
property, rights and claims of the said As-
sociation, shall from and after the passing of
this Act, be vested in the said Corporation,
and the liabilities of the stid Association
shall Le the liabilities of the said Corporation. 25

11I. Andbe it cnacted, That the said Com-
pany shall have full power and authority to
maintain and keep up that part of the said
Eelectro-Maguetic Telegraph already erected
and built by them, in such manner and in.30
such places as the same has been and now
is constructed, and to complete the same from
the said City of Montreal to the said Province -
Line, and 1n making or maintaining and re-
pairing the same, or removing the crossing 85
over the River St. Lawrence if found neces-.
sary, to take down or remove, replace, renew.
and re-erect the same in any other part. of
the public roads and highways of the. Dis-
trict, Towns and Villages between the said 40
City of Montreal and the said Province Line,
through which the same iscarried, tocut down
and removeall trees which may obstruct orin-
terfere with theerection orefficient workingof
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the same, also, to cross the line on all brid
and over all rivers : Provided always, that the
full and perfect use and enjoyment by the
public, of the roads and highways over which
5 the same may pass, be in no ways infringed
or impeded by the works of the said Com-
pany,and that the navigationbe not hindered,
and that no further or other posts or erec-
tions shall be put or placed in and upon such
10 roads or highways, except under the direction
of the Commissioners of Public Works or
their officers.

IV. And be it enacted, Thai if any person Pucishment of

or persons shall wilfully or maliciously break, £ %: i

15 throw down or destroy any wire, post, erec- of the Compa-
tion, machine, device or work now erected, ™%
belonging to the said Company, or to be
erected or made by virtue of this Act, to the
prejudice of the said Company, or shall do any

20 other wilful act, hurt or mischief, to disturb,
hinder or prevent the carrying into execu-
tion, supporting, or maintaining of any of
the works connccted wiih the said Electro-
Magnetic Teclegraph, every such person or

95 persons so offending, shall forfeit and pay to
the said- Company, treble the value of the da-
mage proved by the oath of two or more
credible witnesses to have bLeen done, such
damages, together with costs of suit on that .

30 behalf incurred, to be recovered on informa-
tion, by summary proceeding before two or
more Justices of the Peace for the District
in which the offence shall have been com-
mitted or the offender shall be, in the same

35 manper, and in the same form, and with the
same rights and provisions, with regard to
appeal or otherwise, as contained in the Act
of this Province, passed in the Session held in
the fourth and fifth years of Her Majesty’s

10 Reign, intituled, ‘* An Act for consolidating
“and amending the Statutes in this Province
“ relative to offences against the person,” or in
any Court of Law in this Province, having
jurisdiction competent to the same ; and in

45 case of default of payment, such offender or
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offenders shall and may be committed to the
Common Gaol of the district, forany time not
exceeding six months, at the discretion of
the Court before which such offender shall
be convicted. ‘ -5

Amount of V And be it enacte.d, That.a share in the
Capiral Stock; Capital Stock of the said Company, shali be
inerease there- twelve pounds ten shillings; and the Capi-
of Se. tal Stock of the Company shall be five
thousand pounds, current money of Canada, ¢
divided into four hundred shares; and the
said Capital Stock shall be increased from
time to time, should a majority of Sharehold-
ers consider it necessary, and that such shares
shall be transferable in the books of the said 15
Company only, and shall be deemed personal
property, and as such shall and may be dis-
posed of, and shall, like other personal pro-
perty, be subject to execution and sale for
the satisfaction of debts. ' 920

Afirs o be VI And be it enacted, That the stock,

managed by . property, affairs and concerns of the said

¥lection.  Company shall be managed and conducted
by five Direciors, ouc of whom shall be
chosen President, who shall hold their offices 95
for one year only, unless re-elected, and such
Directors shall be Stockholders, and be
clected on the third Tuesday of January in
every year, at such place in the City of Mon- -
treal, and at suchr hour as a majority of the 30
Directors for the time being shall appoint ;
and public notice shall be given by the said
Directors, in two or more newspapers.of the
Province, as the Directors may think fit, of -
such time and place, not less than ten days 35
previous to the time of holding such elec-
tion; and the said clection shall be held and
made by such of the Stockholders of the said
Company as shall attend for that purpose,
in their own proper person or by proxy, and 40
all clections for Directors shall be by ballot,
and the five persons who shall have the
greatest number of votes at any election
shall be Directors; and if it shall happen at .
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any election that two or more persons have 1f there ta »
an equal number of votes, in such manner ¥
that a greater number than five . shall by
plurality of votes appear to be chosen as
5 Directors, then the Shareholders herein-
before authorised to hold such election shall
proceed by ballot a second time, and by
plurality of votes determine which' of the
said parties so having an equal number of
10 votes shall be the Director or Directors, so
as to complete the whole number of five;
and the said Directors so soon as may be Etection of
after the said election shall proceed in,like Fresident.
manner to elect one of their number to be
15 President, and the said President with two
others of the sald Directors shall form . a
quorum for the transaction of business con- Quorum.
nected with the said Company; and if any vacancies.
vacancy or vacancies shall at any time
20 happen among the Directors or in the office
of President, by death, .resignation or re-
moval from the Province, such vacancy or
vacancies shall be filled for the remainder of
the year in which they may happen by a
25 Stockholder or Stockholders to be nomina-
ted by a majority of the Directors; Provi-
ded always that no person shall be eligible
to be a Director who shall not be a Stock-
holder to the amount of at least ten shares.

Proviso,

30 VIL And be it enacted, That each Stock- What votes
holder shall be entitled to one vote for cach {28 Stock.
and every share not exceeding fifty, he or have.
she shall have held in his or her own name
at least thirty days prior to the time of

35 voting.

VIII. And be it enacted, That \in case it Provision for
shall at any time happen that an election of ey Geye:
Directors shall not he made on any day
when, pursuant to this Act, it ought to have

40 been made, the said Corporation shall not
for that cause be deemed to be dissolved, but,
that it shall and may be lawful on any other
day to hold and make an election of Direct-
ors in such manner as shall have been regu-

Bbl i ’
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lated by the By-laws and Ordinances of- the -
said Corporation.

IX. And be it enactedy That no Director,
Officer or Agent of the said Company, sha]l
be authorized to coptract any. debt or obli- 3
gation creating a charge upon the members
individually, or upon any other fund than
the Capital Stock subscribed, or other pro-
perty and income of the Company, and this
limitation of power shall be incorporated in 19
every contract made in the name or upon
the responsibility of the said Company.

X. And be it cnacted, that it shall and
may be lawful for the Directors of the said
Company, ora major part of them, from time 15
to time to fix and regulate the ‘charges or
dues to be received by the said Company for
the transmission and delivery of communi-
cations by the said Electro-Magnetic Tele-
graph, and by their clerks and other officers 20
and servants to ask for, demand, receive, re-,
cover and take the same ; and that the said -
Electro-Magnetic Telegraph and the said
charges and dues for the transmission of such _
communications and all posts, wires and ma- 25
terials of any kind which have been,or shall
from time to time be used, got or had for.
constructing, building, mainfaining or re-
pairing the same, shall be and are hereby
vested in and shall be the property of the 30
said Company and their successors for ever,
notwithstanding the said posts or any other
part of the apparatus or machinery of the -
said Telegraph be fixed in or to any land or
real property not belonging to the said Com- 35

pany.

XI. And be it cnacted, that it shall and.
may be lawful for the said Company, and.
they are required to establish and keep up a;
Station in any of the said Towns or Villages 40
through which the said line shall pass, for,
the purpose of communicating with other
stations, upon request to be made by the in-
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habitants of the said Town op Village to
that cffect, to be agreed upom ata public
meeting to be held for that purpose, orif the
said Town or Village be incorporated, then

5 upon the request of the Corporation of the
said Town or Village; Provided always, that .
the said Company shall not in.any case beé
considered liahle to be called upon: to. estab-
lish such station or keep. the same up, un-

10 less they shall first be guaranteed a return
of at least ten per cent on’the expense to
which they may be put. for establishing and
keeping up such; Station, and the sufficiency
of the said guarantee shall in case of disa-

15 greement be determined: on by a. Circuit
Judge of the District in which. the said
Town or Village is situated. :

XII. And be it enacted, That it shall be Directors to
the duty of the Directors to declare or with- Jechre divi.
90 hold half-yearly dividends of so much of the accounts, &e.
profits of the said Company as to them or a
majority of them shall appear advisable, and
at the General Meeting of; the Stockholders
of the said' Company on the third Tuesday
25 in the month of January in each year, they
shall render an exact and. particular state-
ment of the affairs, debts, credits, profits and.
losses of the said Company, such statement
to appear on the books and to be open to
30 the inspection of any. Stockholder at his or:
her reasonable request.

XIII. And be it,enacted,‘. That the Direc-‘D:kec\tIozrs to
. make By-

tors for the time being or-a: major part of Jj.: appoins
them, shall have power to make and subscribe offcers, &e.
35 such rules. and regulations:as.to them shall.

appear needful and proper, touching the

duty and conduct of the officers; clerks and

servants employed . by. the said- Company,

and shall also have power to appoint-as many:
40 officers, clerks and, servants. for. carrying:on,

the said business, and -with such salaries.and: -

allowances as to them shall seem meet, and

that such rules and regulations shall bind

the members of the Corporation, their officers



8

and all parties concerned, provided that they
be not repugnant to the Laws of this Pro

vince or to this Act. :

Company may
he dissolved on
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tinns, Sc.

Trresent Diree-
tors to cuns
tinue until
others are
lectmd.
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XIV. And be it enacted, That the Com-
pany may be dissolved by a majority of 5
four-fifths of the Shareholders in number
and value, at a General Meeting called for
such purpose, and of which public. notice
shall be given by advertisement in not less
than two newspapers in Montreal, and in 19
such other newspapers in the Province as
the Directors shall think fit, at least sixty
days before such meeting is held, and in the
cvent of the Company being dissolved the.-
existing Directors shall be empowered to 15
realize all properties in the name of the
Company, and the proceeds, deductin
salaries and all expenses, shall be divide
amonst the Sharveholders in proportion to
their several interests. 920

XV. And be it enacted, That the present
Dircctors elected by the original Stockholders
to manage the affairs of the said Company
until an Act of Incorporation should be
obtained, that is to say,—Hannibal H. Whit- 25
ney, President; William Workman, Charles
Lindsay, Hector Russel and Edwin Atwater,
shall be and are hereby constituted Directors
for managing the affairs of the said Com-
pany until new Directors shall be elected 30
under and by the provisions of this Act in
January next, and that they shall have,
possess and exercise all the powers which
are given by this Act to the Directors to be
hereafter chosen under its provisions. 35

XVI. And be it enacted, That this Act
shall be a Public Act, and as such’shall be
judicially noticed by all Judges and Justices
of the Peace and others whom it may concern, .
without being specially pleaded. 40



