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‘Lord LyTTELTON.

MY LORDS

T the Conclufion of this long and laborious Seffion
. of Parliament, when the unhappy Divifions fubfifting
- between England and America feemed, “by the j joint Wifdom of
both Houfes, to converge towards Conciliation, Iam greatly
furpnfed that the Noble and Learned Losd fhould come forth:
- again to fcatter abroad the Seeds of Dlﬁ'enﬁon, and, not content.

" with that Reﬁﬁance to the Legiflature, and to the Law of

England, which prevails over all Britifb America, {hould now
-endeavour to involve the Canadians in the common Revolt;
eftablithing as a }eadmg Principle, by which your Lordfhxps‘ g
may be induced to repeal this Bill, That thofe for whofe
Emolument it was made are the moﬁ diffatisfied with it—=.
~ that they groa’l under the PreITurc, and conﬁder it as a moft
intolerable Grievarice—PAINTING the1r Dlﬂlke to it with the
f’crongeﬁ: ‘Colours of Rhetonc, and, by thefe groundlefs Inﬁnua-_

txons,, .
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tions, wd}nng to depme them of all thofe beneficial Advan-
tages, they moft gratefully acknowledge to have received, by
the equitable Syftem of Jurifprudence obtained from the Par~
liament of Englcmd. ' |

My Lords, howeve1 bright may be the Eloquence, and
however dark the Purpofe, of that. Noble and Learned Lord,
I truft he will fail in his Attempt; and, though ftrong was
the Arm that direCted this Shaft againft the Vitals of the
‘Contftitution, though the Point was envenomed, and though
it was aimed at a mortal Part, I truft, my Lords, it w111 fall
blunted to the Ground, without endangering the Safety of the
Commonwealth, oraffecting the true Intereft of the Kingdom.

The Noble Lord has told your Lordthips, that the Bill
‘which pafled laft Scflion for eftablithing a Government in Cz-
nada, was a Bill ¢ abborrent to the Britith Co;yizz‘uz‘zm, and
“ that it ought to be re]bea/ed by tbe unanimous Voice of this
“ Houfe.” I(hall firt put his Lordfhxp in mind, That this
Bill was not made for the Meridian of England; that it was
ffamed for thc conquered Subje"’cs of France, confonant to
the Faith of Treaties, and to the Stxpulatlons agreed upon by
the Conqueror, which was part of the folemn. Paét, between.
Greczt Brzmm and France, covenanted for, and ranﬁed by,
both Nations at the Concluuon of the War : And then, my
Lords, I will goa Step further, I wdl meet the Noble Lord
on his ¢ own Ground ; and I wxll uphold to his Lordfhlp, that the
general Principles and Policy of this Camm’fz Bill were founded |
in Wifdom—that the Pr1nc1ples of it, which his. Lordﬂnp \
afﬁrms to be rcpuonant to Chn{hamty, emaned from the Gofpel;
and are copval w1th the Rchglon of our Savxour—-—that they

breathe
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| ’breathe forth the Spirit of their Dlvixue Mafter; for they are -

: nexther Punmples of Popery, or Servxtude-—-they are Principles,
- my Lords, of Toleratlon, unreﬂ:ramed by Prejud.ee and un~
fettered by abfurd and odious Reﬁ:n&lons “The Inhathants
of Canada were Cathohcs before they were conquered by Eng-
land 5 they are Cathohcs now, but under the ]urlfdlé’cmn of
a Proteftant Padmment ‘and under the Cogn. ance of Proteft-
ant Bifhops, Who form a Part of that Parliament, and Who,
Ibeheve, were" nnanimous: in allowing them the free- Exercife
of their Religion. —In regard to the Policy of the Bill, I can~
not but think it to be mdlfputably excellent, becaufe it tends,
by the Beneficence of its Afpe&, - to remove ‘thofe -rooted
Prqudxces, which are carefully inftilled into the ‘Minds of all
the Subjeéts of Fram'e, againft the Laws and the Confhtutlon
of Englzmd |

ThlS Bill, my Lords, has - more eﬁ'eé’cually Opened thexr |
‘Eyes, -than ‘the Peérufal of all our Statute Books s—it has given
them, with the mild Code of our Criminal Law, a Shaxe of
thofe Bleﬁngs which we, ‘derive from Freedom ;—it hasabo~
1lithed the Torture ;—it has raifed the- People from the 0ppreﬁion
‘and Tyranny under which : they ¢rawled, and has perpetuated
in their Hearts that Domlmon, which has fo 1ecently been
acquired by our Arms, But, fays the Noble Lord, (and
here he feems to prefs - on mumphantly ‘his Arguments) You
vhave, by -this ‘Bill, affe&ed the Interefts of Commerce, thofe
Interefts that ought to <be moft dear to Great Britain : They |
'ought to-befo-indeed; my- Lords 5 and {o far are thofe Interefts
from being hurt ‘that 1t has been the - chief- Purpo"e of .the
Bill to’ lmpmve thém:" They have “flourifhed under it, even

“beyond the'moft -farignine ‘Expetation ; for, my-Loxds,: ﬁ‘nﬁe
: | o B o ~ the
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the Non- Importatxon Agreement, has  been entered into by
all the other Provinces of - /Lnﬂrzcd, wHo but the Canadians have
pened a Channel for Britifh Manufaé’cures ? wmo but the
 Canadians have kept alive yor.; drooplng Commerce, by takmg
prodigious Quantities of Goods from England, ‘which by their
".Spmt and Diligence have, noththi’candmg the unlawful Com-
*binations of the Americans, - penetrated. and pervaded every
part of the_ 'Continént. ?—Notwithftanding the. fatious Refo-
lutions of the Affemblies—notwithftanding the 1nﬂex1ble En-
mity of the Congrefs, the Conadians have opened a. Wav for
~the Englifs Trader: By their Means he has found a Paffage
“into America for his various Sorts of. Merchandxze ; they have
been carried .into all the Provinces; they have CYCh"’Cl‘Oﬂ'cd
over the Peninfula of Boﬁon -Thefe,. my Lords, thefe are
the Confequences you have derived from this Canada Bill 5
reprobated indeed by the Noble Lord, but moft cordxally re-
ceived by the loyal -Canadians, ‘who take every .Occafion to. thew
‘how fenfible they are of its Uuhty, and how deﬁrous of tefti-
fymg then' Gratxtude oty |

| But the Noble and Learned Lord has not conﬁned his Oppc-
fition to the.general Pnncxples and Policy of this AQ: | He has,
with the defigning Subtlety of a Lawyer; attacked the Law Part
of the Bill: He has told your Lordfhips; that the Intention‘ 4
of it was to throw an unhmxted Power mto the Hands of the
Crown; that the Defign was manifeft, becaufe they, Were denied
- the Habeas Corpus : .He has aﬁ'ured 'you, that .by excepting the
, Canadzam from the falutary Influence: of this: excellent Provifion
»made for the Liberty: of the SubJe& you-have altered the Tenor
of that wholefome Policy,which his Lordfhip fays has always
~ induced, and by Law thould alwavs ~compel, Great Brztam to
give
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give to all conquered Countries the full and perfe& Syﬁem of”
Enghifh. Freedom in Return for their Allegiance. The Nobie
Lord has mﬁ:anced the Cafe of j‘amazm, of Bzzr&adae:, but, above
all of Ireland. ——HAS the Noble Lord forgot then, that Ireland,
though in Poﬁ'eﬁion of the Criminal Law of England, has not“‘

the Haéeas-Corpm A&? That A&, which is a fpecial Privilege
monopohfed by Great Brzz‘am, is not evemr extendcd to Ireland ‘
‘but Ireland nas what. is in:Fac. equivalent to it, and’ fo HAS
| Canada.~Would thc Noble Lord™ then defite, that ‘thofe new-

(conquercd Subje&s of England, aganﬂ: whom he fhews fuch:
" ftrong, and irreconcileable Hatred, thould be mdulged with a
' Privilege which even Liberty herfclf feems to be jealous of, and
which has hitherto been denied to the loyal, the aﬁ“e&nonate, the
moft refpe&able Inhabltants of Ifelind ?~—NIy Lords, he does
 defire it; he would do.-any thing to anfwer his Purpofe-to “
increafe the Storm—-—to perplex, to diftrefs Adminiftration.
Animated by thefe Vxews, Tam not furprifed, that he hates the
‘Nobility of every. Country ; they ftand” in his Way—He would
rub them out of his Syftem of Government. He has told your |
Lordﬂnps, that it is the Nob/zfe; and’ the Pneﬁs of Canada,
that are only benefited by this Bill; and that it would bé better
for the Provmce, if both Prelates and Noblhty were Whlpt out
of it: Thefe are his Lord{hlps Sentiments ; Repubhcan
Sentxmcnts, ‘my Lords, which with lefs Impropriety might have:
come from the Mouth of a factious Burgher of Geneva, but.
| wh1ch are forelgn from the Geniiis of the Brzz‘g/}.’ Confhtutlon.‘

We havc féen; my Lords, enough of” Repubhcan ‘Govern=-
lment-—-ﬂnough of” that levelling Principle, which pulls down -
every thmg, and fets up nothmg—-of that furious ungovernable
Spmt, wh1ch nfes agamﬁ: all Order and Subordination; wlnch‘

mﬂxtate& '
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. .militates againft all Power which it cannot mvade, and would
.deftroy all Government which it does not poflefs.—My Lords,
the Conftitution of England abhors all Defpotifm: It equally
abhors the Defpoufm of one Man, and the Tyranny of the
uncounted Multitude! The Medium between both is ‘what it
delights ia:—It delights in F reedom, guarded and governed by
Law under the Controul and ProteGion of the Three Powers of
‘the State, King, Lords, and Commons, in Parhament affembled. |
- —But this happy and moft envied State, with which God has
bleffed us, does not flatter the ambitious Purpofes of the Noble
and Learned Lord : He has therefore cmployed all his Talents,
and all his Learning, to copjure up a noxious Spmi both in
- England and America s a Spirit which affumes the fair F orm of
“ lleerty, that it may more furely deftroy Legal and Conftitutional
Freedom.—This Spirit, which has poflefled and animated all his
‘.'Lord[hlp s Speeches, has told the Americans, that they were
‘BETRAYED into SLAVERY ; it has told them fto refift, becaufe
Refiftance was legal when Liberty was opprefled 5—it has told
~ them, that the Cafe of Ship- -Money, which began the Civil
Strifein England in Charles the Firft's Time, and which ended -
in the Ethéhon of Tyranny by the Death of the Tyrant was
a Trlﬂe light as Air to the affliive Defpotifm-under the Lafh of
: whxch the dmericans groaned ;—it has told them, that their
LALL was at Stake, their L1ves and their PROPERTIEs.—This.
- was the Languaoe held forth within THESE Walls, and from
~ TuEsE Walls re-echoed to America.—It was HERE, my Lords,
HERE that thefe Opinions were broached: And can you wonder
lat the Effet they have produced?‘ Can you wonder that, urged
.on by Men of fuch exceeding W'exght the Colonifts thould have -

taken the Alarm; or that it 1hould have fpread like a pefti-
| - ferous
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ferous Difeafe, from the Mountains of New York down to tHcf |
” Gulph of Mexico? To wnom then are you to afcribe thefe

- Diforders? At wrosE Door then are thefe Calamities to be laid,

‘ ‘Whl(,h have.fhaken the Peace of the ngdorn ? To the mifled,
~ to the infatuated Amerzmm? or to the perﬁdlous Councellors;.

" whofe- atrocious Policy has involved them and us in common.

Deftru@ion ?  Is it credible, my Lords, that fo ldng as the
great Interpreters of the Law in thi¥Houfe, Men of fuperior -
Talents, and deeply verfed in the Science of the Conftitution;
proclaim aloud that their Fellow-Subje&s on the other Side of
the Atlantic are cramped and fettered in Slavery—is it credible
| ‘that they thould fubmit to any Government,. or ever thmk them-
felves in a State of F reedom 2

My Lords, I hold the ngs Minifters to be at this T'mé‘
highly refponfible for the:Event of the Meafures they have pur-
~ fued to reduce- the-Colonifts to Obedience ;- and furely thoft-:,

| | ‘Men are not: lefs refponﬁble to the Public for their Condu&,

who, from Motives of perfonal Pique and whimfical’ Refent=
ment, pertmacxouﬁy continue to obftrué the Wheels of Govern=
ment, and to render ineffectual by thelr Oppoﬁtmn the beft-
intentioned Meafures of. Adminiftration. -—Let me therefore hope,
- that the Noble and Learned Lord. will be. prevalled upon to drop
~his Motion for the Repeal of an At whichk has fo lately paﬁed
with the full Aﬂ'cnt of both Houfes. —Xas the learned Lord ufed
any Arguments againft the Bill, that were' not " held with more
E Energy and Eloquence by the- Noble Eatrl\’(G who oppofed it when
it firft came into this- Houfe ? Why does the learned Lord chufe.
~ to tread in his Steps P Is it from-a Hope of- excelhng that greas.
StaEefman, whofe unrivalled Abilities it is not even in hxs Powey

Y oL - 5%
- *Eas) Qf Chathanr, |
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 to umtateP Has - his Lord(hxp any” Doubts = concernmg the
Super1or1ty of his quents, or his ]'udgement? If ‘he. has, my.

‘ Lords, let him look round -and fee Whether that Noble Earl is

o be found this Day in the Houfe' No, my Lords, he' is not
- in the Houfe He is too wife to tear up the Bandages, and fet
;hqfe Wounds‘bleedmg afreth, which now feem to be {kinned
“over, in order-to gratify an idle Vanity, or to thwart the Opera-
tions. of thofe in whofe Hands the Power of the State is deles
“gated 4—-B‘ut the learned Lord, in'whom the Spirit of Oppoﬁtiori
 fbines” bright, has fummoned your Lordfhlps ‘to ‘come down
L thrs Day, atthe Clofe of the Seflions, to hear him harangue upon
the Laws of Nations, and upon - the various Degrees and.Modifi-
_cations of Freedom: And, whilft his Lordfhip is thundering
forth Inveéhvcs againft the Adminiftration ; whilft he is cavil-
'lmg at all they have already done, and " at all they intend to do;
while, in confequenceof thefe domei’cxc Jars, your Legrons have
been, fent acrofs the Atlantic, to fhake thei: Bannets 'in" Fields of
Peace, and to compel thofe mfatuated Men to ‘Obedience who
would have been better and more effeGually bound by the Energy
of A&s of Parliament ;* the ‘Enemy, the common Enemy, has
prepared a.Force fuperror to. ény you have to ‘df)pofe to her.—
Spain, my. Lords, Spain, pantmcr for W ar, and" eager for
Revenge, Spain has at this Time 2 Force fuﬁicmnt to po‘Tefs
“herfelf of Gzém/tar -to: take in, without a Blow, j‘czmcz’m, Bor-
Badoes, and all the Leeward Mands—a Force {uﬂicmnt to rend
| Ireland from the Impenal Crown-of thefe’ ngdoms, and fuPﬁ- |
~ cient, if the. dur{t tempt the Aaverrture, to plant her Standard
| --upon Englifb Ground to mvade even Great-BWz‘am, guarded as
{he.is by the Ocean, and: h ito:unaﬁ’axlable by forelgn‘ rms“

’dx‘-"

My Lords, it s full Time to atk, To what Part of the o
World and agam{’c What Power, t:hxs mlghty Armada is' de-
o | ST ﬁgned
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: ‘ﬁgﬁcd thherto the Mzmﬁers have been ﬁlent upon thzs“

| | “\Sub_]e&. T dread more the Silence of Admxmﬁratxon than the
* Joudeft’ Cry of Oppofition.  Have they, my Lords, certain

Intelhgencc that it is intended againft the Moors; and that
Seventeen Sh1ps completcly manned, and 28,000 Troops, ready

to embark are really deﬁmed to conquer the Deferts of Morocco, =
and to wage War with the Lions and Tigers of Africa?

| “What then are then Affurances of the true Purpofe which ‘has
induced. Spam to congregate | fuch a prodlgxous Force @ Spamjb |
- Affurances are certainly not to be relied on: For, is it probable,
~ have you the {malleft Room to hope, that the Houfe of Bour-
~don, {marting with the Ignominy, and fore ‘with the Difgrace, -
~ which overwhelmed her Arms in the laft War—a War begun,

as theaflirms, by A&s of Piracy in Eurape, and of Treachery o

~and Depredation in .dmerzca—have you the {malleft Reafon to
»fuppofe, that fhe does not meditate . Retaliation ; or that fhe |
will wave her Refentment from Nouons of Punéhho, or from
the Dread of breakmg her Enoagements 2 | -

| My Lords, Ido not tru{’t to thc Profeﬁions of Statefmen,‘ ‘
 when the. Intereft of the State is concerned, and I hope fome

Lord, high in his Majefty’s Servme, will- - give this Houfe, and -

gwe the Pubhc, certain Information concermng a Matter of

fuch eventful Confequence to the. Kingdom. --The ‘Public, -

my Lords, reqmre fuch Informatxon ; and your Lord(hxps
’have a Right to demand it.

My Lords, Ihave trefpaﬁed Very long upon your Lordfhlps
Time, and muft ‘apologife for having prefumed to deviate from
the ftri¢t Line of Order, by introducing Matter forelgn from
the Debate, but my Lords, as What I have menuoned deeply :

: o ‘ concerm ‘
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concerns the Trtereft of the State, on that. Account Ihope I
fhall be excufed.—As to the Noble Lord’s Propoﬁtlon to repeal
the ¢ A& for making more eﬁﬂ.&ull Provifion ' for the Gt:wc:rn{~
¢ ment of the Province of ")ucéw, I am, ﬁrm in my Oppoﬁuon
tp it; I have told your Lordfhips my Reafons. [ fhall only
2dd, that torepeal it would be to revoke all you have been doing,
all the Councils you have held, and all the Refolutions you
have come to, for thefe ten Years paf’c, relative to the Settle-
ment and Leoxﬂature of ‘that Country which is anncxed to your.
Dominion, and was fubJugated by your Arms.

3

. . .
« . M
P . . . - - B
. . -~
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