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BY ALV, JOn vEbLLIK.

——

1 have already nformed you of the death of two of yur nuinber, during
-the past year—a Rarotongan teacher and a Samoan wowman.,  Tho sue.
viving teachers and their famlies havo likewise suffered severcly from
the disorders peenhar to the asland. I have also had vceastonal and
slight attacks of intermuttent fever, but through the govdness of God !
have always been able to attend to the duties of the mussion.  After a
residonco on this island of nearly three yeam and a half, 1 must yield to
tho conviction that it porecsses an unhealthy chmate, Ita effects on
Samoans and Rarotongans are much worse than on winte men, but
scarcoly any of the latter eseapo sickness. 1 fear thay the great mortality
among the native teachers on this anid the naighboring istands may dis.
courage others from cotming.  OQur misaionary brothers i Samwa wnite
me, that it scems hike sending teachers to their graves to sond them to
these jslands. My own opinton 1y, that all our encrgies at present
should bo confined 1o one, or at most to two islinds, #ay Anciteumn and
Tanua, and were these through the bleraing of God brought under the
saving influcnce of the Gospel, wo should then have a band of native
tcachers who would go forth to the nesghboniag siands, and while they
breathed their pestlentual atmogphers with comparative unpunny, they
would boreceived by the natives with far less suspicion than Sanoans or
Rarotongans.

I nust now give you a brief account of my labors at this station. 1
preach twico every Sabbath in the nanve language,  About 100 hearers
aro regular in their attendance on public worship. I am sure it would
gladden and encourage your hearts ifyou could observe the attentivn and
eamcstness with which many of them listen to the word of hife. At the
eloso of our morning worship, which cominences at 9 o'cluck, vur Sab-
bath School neets .

I have in a great measure discontinued the practice of itinerating on
the Sabbath day. I commenced this duty when I landed on the 1sland,
and kept it up for more than two years s.d g half; but the cxcitement
against the cause and myself at Jast became sv great, duning the early
part of Jast yeur, that I could not venture far from home without exposing
myself to insult, perhaps to danger ; and now my duties on tho Sabbath
day have becomo 80 onerous at home that [ find it difficult to go abroad.

Wo have two week day schools mn vperation_at this station, the one
for females and the other for mafes.  The tormer 13 under Mrs. Geddic's
Superintendence, and sho is assisted by the Rarutongan widew whom 1
brought from Tanna year beforo last, and also by two native young wo-
men who have been living with us for moro than two years, This isour
1argest and most advanced school, and numbers about -10 scholars. My
own school contains abont 30 scholars, sumo of them old men.  Nohoat,
the chief, is ono of my scholars. After much effort he has mastered his
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minds is very datk, but he wishes to leamn.  Many in both schools can
read well and a fow are able to write.

Our school meots every mutning At sun tise.  As soon A« tho day
breaks \wo boye go through the setlement Tn ditfurent directions with
the nitai ah luing, i, c. the thing to eall people. Itis just a pleco of
hatd wood neatly dug vut something in the shispo of a trough, and when
struck with a round atick it gives out & sgund which may bo heard at
zome distance. [t §s however n poor aubstitute for n bell, aud when the
woud 19 wet it 1s altnost useleas,  If petaons trivndly to the eause only
knew what an acquisition & bell wounld be to the siation, they wauld, I
think, mako nn cffort to #end one,  13ut tu return to our echools,  With
the nid of our assistants wo get through beforo breakfant  Oor tnost ade
vanced scholnrs meet ngamn at 10 o'clock .., for writing.

'Tho present account of out schyola is more encoum%h\g than [ have
hitherto been able to give. Wo labored aundst many discouragements,
for three long years, to form schools, and hnve auccecded to rome
extent.  Tho natives now begin to appreciato the value of lustruction,
and they nto desirous to learn.  Often when I have invited them to
attend our schiools, have I becn naked * what payment will you give us.”
But now they speak with gratitude of my kindness in comlug to their
dark land to instruct them.

You will not bosurpriscd 1o leatn that we encounter much oppoaition §
it would be a mntter of surpriso if it wero not so. Tho cause of God
hias been opposed ever sinco tho days of Cain and Abel, and will be so
«until tho kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of our Lord
and of his Christ.”  Satan will not retire from his stzongholds without &
struggle. Nor is opposition in so sacred a work an unfaverablo symptom,
for if wo do not molest the encmy he will not molest us. I feelnoro ene
conraged intho hupo that wo aredoing some good, thanif wo were permit-
ted to go quictly on. Wohave been muchiopposed by the heathen, especially
duting the past year. [f we exeept ‘I'nhiti, on no island in the Pacific
lias the gospel been no violently opposed as on Anciteum The 'n:lcred
ten of privsts are furemost in opposing us —=They, like Demetrious of
old, feel that their craft is In danger.  ‘Theyknow that if the gospel sucs
cceds they will lose much of their inflecnce ns well as gain  But neveral
persons of this class havo already joined our ranke, and others will
follow. Again, the body of the of the prople are averso to tho gospel,
on ncevunt of the great chango which it is likely 1o effect in tho state of
suciety. ‘They wish to live and die an thelr forefathers did, in the ob-
scrvanco of custoins and practices, venerable on account of thelr antiquity-
‘They would nut object to some alight improvement in the state of thingy,
but thoy cannot cunsent to give up theib fighting, feasting, polygamy,
treating women as if they were not human beinge, &c  And others
still have been taught by our own countrymen to beliove that wo aro
hars, impustors, and the harbingers of discase and death, and they treat
us as such. ‘The conduct of the heathen to those wha have embraced
christianity has heen very bad.  "I'hey have persecuted them in various
ways.—~Not a fow have had their property stolen, plantations destroyed,
pigs killed &e.  They are constantly threatening to mako war on us,
and kill us all. This ill treatinent has been borne with great forbearanco.
Bui we could bear with the opposition of the heathen if Jefi 10 them-
aclves. Wo have encountered from another quarter as unmanly, as un-
generous, and as ummnerited an opposition a3 was ever offered to the
causo of rightcousness in a heathen land by men from a Christian
country.

‘The work atpresent isata kind of a stand. T'he natives aro now tak-
ing sides all over the island, and fecling runs high among bath partien.
‘The heathen oxcecds us in numbers but not ininfluenco,  All the highest
chicfs on the island and mcn of rank, have deelared thermlves on the
sido of christianity. ‘T'ho murder of the lad, which I have recorded in
tny journal, hes tended moro than any thing clso to bring matters to this
issue. Such is tho state of fecling that I nm now in a great measurs
confined to mny district, and eanuot freely visit around as [ uso to do.
Tho teachers have Icss to apprehend than I have, but they aro also
limited in their movements. ‘I'ho natives may go about with greater
safety thanany of us.  All that we can do at present is to improve every
little opening than wo can. ‘T'hings will not continue Jong as they are.
“Fhe cloud is fast passing away, and wo will again enjoy the sunshine of
prosperity. Tho raaks of the heathen contain many who are favourable
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go. The seasun of feasting = approaching anrd mang of the heathen sa
when that fa over the word of God will again be Tehasee on this island,
i, e it will rapidly spread =it was 0 last year.

l Im)n- you will not be disconraged by the nabove statements ; we are
not. “The peor natives aften say that thie 1ddand 8 no Jonger Satan's
kingdam bt God's, amd that us word will trivmph in it. [ the tus.
sionaty work we tequite sotuotling to keep us down, as well as to hift
us up, wtherwise we would furges our dependance on Gl Al beat
sind also that our troubics hase nrieen ot of our successes, Notiant
any now thing fur *the heathen to rage andthe poople to magine a vam
thing.” .

I have nat yei adaumaiered the sealing ordinances of rehigion o any
of the umizes.  Soveral have apphed for them as they wish 1o yield
obedianee 1o all the commands of Jesus. 1 have felt the tesprnsituiny
of organizing a church g great that 1 have htherto delayed, hoping that
when the Jokn Wallinms arrives T iny moct with brethron whom 1 ean
conralt on the subject.  OF many of nur natives I have reason to hope
well s bt there are a fow who entertain a donbt, A chinreh of heaven.
boen sauls in the midst of thaao dark idands would be a epactucle for
angels,

Daring the year | have prepared and printed & small book of selected
pottiona of Senpture to swhieh | have appended ;i hymne in the native
Ianguazge 3 alsa alicets of wonle and sentences for the uso of echools.
I'he ammount of press work is a followa:

GO0 copiea temnslated portions of Seripture, 23 pages, 11IR0D : 60D
copios of native hymns, 4 pages, 2100 : 600 ahicets of No 1, G005 600
slicets No. 2, 600 ;5 total nmnber of pages 1SO00. “The editions of all
ont books have been too limited for want of paper. and the sapply which
I had is now all worked up 1 ondored somn more to eomo by ihe John
Willinme, which Uhopa we will sonn receive It will be ucrgesary to
mnke new cditions of onr elementary echan] bank and catechiem, ns wo
will anon bo out of them. The demand far bnnks i vory great all
nround the island. [ aw the dav when natives feared the sight of a
book ns zomethung that genctated direaso and denth : bt now, 1 fear
that a few goto the uppomiie extreme, and valuo a ook aga chann to keep
away these evils. I 1e pleasing to xea the effurts which nativea kayand
the reach of vnr achoo, . are maklng to learn  One er two individuala
will go and remnin a few days with rome friend who knows more than
thetscivea, nnd after learning a few letters or words go homie and teack
their neighbore.—Aud when natives from a distanca visit mo they wiil
often nek me 10 st down with them, and give them a lesson.

1 have tho gagpel of Matthew n liand at prosent, which I am endua.
voring to tranalate. 1 find tho work less ditlicult than 1 expeeted, yet it
is a very lahorious one.  Every wonl must ba eritically examined, anl
rnitable terms chosen to express religious idena —'The lanwuage has a
fulncss and varicty of expreseion for the onlinarv afthirs of life, scarcely
10 be expected amony fo batbarous a people, and just as much subject to
rulo as tho classic languages of Greeee and Rome s but when nsed asn
vehiclo fur rebigious truth it i greatly at fault.  For many theologieal
torims such as repent, justify, aanctify, judge, ehurch, &, there are no
suitable wonds, :nd of many of the implements, emplovments, animala
customns, L., recorded in Seripture these islanda have nover heard  But
theso ditlicultics are not unsunnountable—in somo some cases new words
must be coined, in others the idea must bo expressed by circumlaention
After one book has been translated, others will becone comparatively
casy. In preaching to tho natives, if we do not find a sitable term to
express an idea now to them, it is postible by explanation nnd illustra.
tion to convoy what wo wish, but translation deca not admit of this liberty.
§ do not expect to complete the gospel by Matthew for a fow months, but
when it is finished how is it to printed ! I eannot undertake the printing of
it) with iy preseut engagenents 3 it 18 a3 much as [ ean do to provide such
books us our schools require. It has ocenrred to me that the printing
might ho done at gome of the presses in New Zealand. I have two ex-
cellent frienda at Aucklund, Rev Messra. Inglis and McDonald, tlato of
Samon,) who [ am sure would interest themselves in such an undertak-
jng.  They might carry through the press a di=tinetly written manu.
seript, and the native boy whom [ sent to the Bishop’s Institution is
within their reach, and he might render them valuable assistance, for he
cin rend his own language. I design to correspond with the brethren
whom I have named on the subject.—Miss, Jez.

A TOUR IN CEYLON.

qu the Young Peapl. oho support a Printer in Ceylon :—

1shall give you an nccount of a shart jowrney I lately made through
part of the intcrior of Ceylon. My chief ohjects were to seo what
conld be done to promote the circulation of tracts in tho southern part
of the central province, and t. ascertain the opinions of the people ve-
specting the Creator, in places where they havo not come much in con-
tact with Furopeans. Ileft Kandy incompany with a Ceyloncese friend.
Our road wound along the foot of a mountain range, whose summits
wero covered with coffeo estates.  About sunset we came to a rivalet
near which were a few houser, where we resalved to spend the night.—
Whilst 2 man was preparing eumo fuod for us, we weat down to the
streamn to bathe.  Tho water was lukewarm from running vver rocks,
but still very refreshing. Below us wero sume buflalues lying in the
water, apparently much to their sansfactiun. On our return wo had

vome cunversation with the peoplo and distributed a few tracts,  Sove-
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ral of themn were from the mantime disinets, whore Chnistianity 18 pro®
fossed by great numbers.  Many of them, however, who remnsve to the
interinr, being far away from tho means of grace, and surronnded by
Budtitnste, relapee into heathenmism.  Duning the last few monthe, a
Kandian eonvert has travelled a good deal throngh the esuntey, scll-
ing, at a_low price, the tracts prnted at yonr esponse, bountd o vol-
umes.  Inquiries have been made by goine of tha jurchasers for copics
of the Senpturee, 1 oxpeet goon ta be able to furmsh Jum wath a supre
ply.  Itaate bo hoped that their perusal will tend, 1 #rme ncasure,
through the blessing of Gexl, 1o prevent them, theugh mingled among
the heathen, feom learning their waya.

I felt much ntereeted in a fino by who eanmie near ue.  flo wan
lively. smart, and obhamg: but utterly 1gnotant of rehigion. 1o conld
not tell who made tum, whather he had a eaul, o7 3f there was a state
of esistence beyond the grave.

“ [{e knesw no heaven, hie fear'd no hell,
Thage cndless joys, those endless paine.’

1 could not hielp contrazting his condition with that of many in Seot-
land.  How much more highly favoured are yon, my young fricnda’—
While you thank Gaod for this, remeinber that “to whom much is given,
of themn shall mneh be toquired.”

Wo had n regular native supper-=biniled rice, eaten with some vege-
tablae, and a little xalt fish ~ Wealept outside the house, in tho veran-
dal, whiels is shelterad by the projecting ranf  The peaple often aleop
here. Thiey wear n long cloth, samewhat like a highland plaid  In
this they wrap themeelves at night, head and all : and they may bo
soen in the moming, lying like 20 many dead men in their ehronde.

We started abous three o'clock, nest moming by elear maonlight.—
The road presented the same character as it dild the previous day. A
stranger, surveying the fertile valley beuneath liim, with ita well enlti«
vated torraced rice fioifle, ita fuxutiant vezetation, and the magnificent
geenery of the supraunding monntaine, might suppase tho dirtrict to be
the geat of peace and plenty  But it is far otherwise A fow woeks
azn, I had aceasion to visit a village in the ininediate neighbouthood,
and foend weacly the half of it burntdown  T'wn of the inhiabitants had
a quarrel  One of them adopted a very commion mnde of revengo in
thie eruntey.  Ho privately removed his most valuable goods, ect firo
to his house, and branght a charge of arson against the ohjeet of his
hatred  ‘The case, however, was unt proved, and the accused was dis-
charged  As the louses are huilt cloge to cach other, and merely
thatched, the fire had xproad, and several others hiad been consumed.—
I'he owner of ono of them thus destroyed, was absent when this happen-
ed  On his return, in revenge, ho set firo to tho house of the original
ineendiary, when some more buildings were burnt  The second firo
ralser was taken into custody. But a day or two before the trial was
to como on, the principal witnesses suddenly took very ill, from poi-
aon which had been administered.  The affair had not been settled
when Twent to tho village I saw women weeping nmid the black.
ancd ruing, and pointing, with tears in their cyes, to the ashes of grain,
and the mizerablo remains of their little property.  Such is a specimen
of the condition of the people whero the Gospel is unknown.

Spnce will not permit me to detafl the varied converaations T had
with tho people during the day, and on subsequent occasions. After a
long dav's joumney, we began in the afteranon to ascend a steep moun-
tain.  As we proceeded, the air_gradually became colder, and colder ;
and the vegetation asenmed a different character  Cocon-nut trees, La.
nanaa, &¢ , wero no longer to he seen.  Their places being supplied by
plants resembling those of temperate regions. I suddenly et with
sonte black brambles, the first T had scen for nearly nine ycars. They
reealled to memory, tho scenss of my hoyhood, the cempanions with
whom T sirayed through the woods of Scotland. 1 thought of the wide
comtinents which separated e from most of them: of others, scat-
tered abroad like myself over the earth and of not a few gone down
to the silent tomb. In a forcign land, far away from one’s kindred, a
person can enter more fully into the epirit of the declaration that we aro
but strangers and pilgrime, and that we should desire a Eetter country,
that is, an heavenly.

The sun had sct before we reached our resting-place, a coffeo cstato
belonging to a friend in Kandy. Next morning, I had an opportunity
of witnessing the mode in which coffee is prepared for the market. It
grows on a low tree or rather shrub, with a profusion of slender branchea
covered with dark green leaves. Tho flowers resemble those of the
jasmine; and diffuse a feagrance somewhat like the hawthorn, but much
stronger. The fruit, when ripe, is red like a cherry.  When the berries
aro gathered they aro put into a machine where a _revolving cylinder
mbs off the pulp. The beans are then washed and dried.  In this state
they are called parchment coffee.  An inner skin isafterwards removed
by a sott of mill and the process is completo. A few years ago, coffee
cnltivation was unknownin Ceylon . now the annual production amounts
1o about 15,000 tons, which is equal to tho total consumption of Britain.

We sct out in the morning fur Nuwara Eilia, to reach which we
had to pasa through a large forest, abounding with clephants. Gene-
rally they feed in henls, and retiro at the appruach of nin.  Sometimes,
however, singlo ones are found, called “roguc” cdephants by the na-
tives. ‘They have been expelled from the society of the others, on ace
count of their quarrelsumo dispositions. They are greatly feared as
they sometimes attack travellers.  Wo reached the «nd of vur journcy,
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however, 1n safaty, having only scon somo fuotsicps, and broken treos
on which they had heen feeding.

As Nuwara Ellia 1= about 6000 feet above the level of the ea, bar-
ley, potatoes, eatbages, and othet Earopran plants grow loxunantly.
Three cropsz of patatoes ate obtamed asyear.  Siitl, as the coltivation
is yot vers himited, and the expenee of transpert great, they sell in Kands
at threa pence prr pound : cahbages are ono shilhng each.  While here
wo asgended Pedeotalagaling the lofuest mountain in Ceylon, npwards
of 8900 foet 1n height.  On the sminit we found 8 earrn, Just ae yon
eco in Scotland,  ‘The view wav most extensive, It wae sad 10 think
that this vaet tract was peopled with the avowed worshippera of devils,
and that there wae not a single mmssionary Iabouning among them.—
Sn far as 1 am aware, no Soricly purpascs to occupy the fivld, and
untaea some hittle be dono for them by the distribution of booka and
traets, they muat deseend to the Qrave a2 ignotant as tho untold genee
rtione of their forefathere. 1 have futnished supplies (o several Chria.
tian friends residing in the disttict,  May the Diving blesaing attnd
thaie elrenlation, Jonx Muntme.
w=Juv. Mis. Mag.

THE RUV. L M WADDELL'S RETURN

CALABAR,

Tt 14 wath vory daep griof that we have 1o state to our readera that the
condition of Mr. Waddell's health is such as ta mako it necesseaty (ot
him to reolvo to retuen to thie countey,  The eevere Inbouts which he
hal in this country in 1843, brought on an illneas under which he suf.
fered for several weeke, and which wade him leas fited than he wae
beforo for enduring the toils of a tropical climate. Since ho went to
Calabar, ha hae had repeated attacks of fever, which greatly redured
hun,  Still for geve:al montha hio had been better, though woak : and
letters which we lately reccived, written in Pebruary, intimated that he
i not design to feave Calahar for one or two years.  But the (ollawing
comnuinication, dated 231 March, shows that his medical ndrisars
strongly urge his leaving as snon as practicablo—that the brethren of the
mssion approve of hiadomg ro—and that it war his intention to come
away by the first opportunity :—

I wrote to you about tho heginning of February, by tho ship ¢ Magis-
*32¢0," from thie river for Liverpool, with exteacta from my journal for
several monthe, of the proceding year, and to Mr Peddia with my own
neeoun's, andd Lhoso of all agents aythis siation, hrought down to the end
of last year.  Also 1 wroto 1o you ashort nntoa fow weeks ago from Fere
nando o, whither I had gone for a few days, partly for the henofit of
my health by an excuraion to 203, and partly to traneset somo business
W}ith }onr mrechant there, and get boanls, if possible, for tlooring my
church,

In thnge letters T mentioned to yon, that notwithstanding tho solicita.
nuons of vanious friends at ioma, hoth in England and Scotland, that |
shoald 7,0 homo this year for the recovery of my health, I refuced to en-
tortaiv the iden, though I deemed it probable that next year, or thy year
after, Tshould find it neceasary to do so. At the same titne, [ brought
e matter under your notice, in tho hopo of obtaining xms expreasion
of your vivws, and those of the Board, which might serve to guido mo as
to the courso T shionld pursue,

When in Fernando Po, I et De. Hutchinson, who was here all Jast
year, and attended o when last ill, and indecd, most in tho nission
who reqaired medieal attendance, being roputed a respectable and quali-
fied sargoon, and ho voluntarily expressed his opinion that my trip to
Fernando 1'o would be of no acrvice, as I required a voyage home, and
chango of climate, to re-establish my health.  On my return to Calabar,
I learned that another very respectablo and experienced surgeon, Dr
Morgan, who has been voyagoes 10 soveral parts of this coast, and resided
in saveral of the rivera with his ship, who also atten ‘ed o when last
sick, and was, under God, the 1acans of my recovery . ¢ that time, had
exprossed a similar opinion to tho friends in Dukoe Town mission house.
Though mysolf not at all of tho samo opinion, and indeed very averse
to it, yet sonsiblo of my declining strength, and of soveral unpleasant, if
not serious symptoms, I deemed it my duty to submit a siatement of my
caso for his opinion, in order to learn whether judicious medical treat-
ment in tho country might not supersede tho necessity of my going to
Britian for regaining my wonted vigour.

I wroto to him and mentioned that I usually felt so Janguid and de-
bilitated, sinco my last fever, when ho providentially visited e, that [
could not perforin even moderato duty without oxcessivo fatigus and ex-
haustion—that I was sibject to frequent and profuso perspirations, night
and day, without adequato causo—that [ suffered from frequent pains in
my neck, shoulders, back, sides, and loins, for days,sometimes weeks,
but which generally yiolded to strong sumulating embrocations—that
my pulse, which in previous years had usually in health been about 64,
had latterly increased to 80 or 90 uan the minute, and was so almost
always, and at my most composed periods, accompanied by 8 shortness
of breath on any shght effort, which produced somo unessineasin my
breast, and a tendency to palpitationsof tho hearr. Imentioned that I1did
not apprchend any positive discase an my caso, yet finding my weakness
and tho symptoms mentioned to continue, if not increass, for a year past,
I wished to have his best professional advice. To enable him the better
1o form lus op:nion, I mentioned that up to the winter of 1848-49, which
I spent in.Scotland, I had enjoyed excellent health, both 1n Jamnaica and
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in this conntey.  That tny health firet serioudly gave way in this
countey in 1850, whon 1 had repeated attacka of the same Kind of fever
as that lie &aw me sifeting under in the leginaing of 1551, thouch nono
of them had reduced me 20 Inw ac it and that sinee that time § had no
now attacke of fover, but merely suffored from the weaknors and other
symptome of failing health which 1 had datailed

On peteeiving my letter, De Morgan mast hindly and prompily camo
upin the buat with my messengers, and we had a fong conferanco on
these pointe, and athers net alluded e in my lettor, praecribing for me,
at the same tine. a conrse of medicine which he desmad T wonld find in
the meatitime beneficial, though, he added, he fearad it would be tut of
temporary banefit.  "I'wa daye aficr, 1 had his repiy 1o my lettor to the
fillowing effeet « Sinee rut intetview. aml in teply 1o yours of the
12th, 1 beg 10 impress vt yon the necessity of change of clininte, e, In
my opinten, medicine will atfonl enly tempotary telief, amd 1hat should
van continnie mneh Jonger in this conntsy, it may in all probability prove
fatal  Consequently, 1 appond a ccntifieate to that effect, and hope that
youwill avail yanrvelf of the first apportunity of retnrning lo yout native
country, where 1 trust your health will bo reatored®  Tn hia oetificate,
hie apeafied that 1 am enfering frum “ectrome nesveus debility”
iaving further subimitted the ease to the bretheon, aud assured themw of
my own desire rather 1o rennin, and reccived their opinian that 1 ehonld
act on the medieal advice, 1 have jodgml it right ta tako the very first
opportunity of making you ncquainicd with this etate of matters, as pain.
ful to you. § doulit not, as it {s {0 wme.

*Clie opmuen of Dr Huotclinsen, and especiaily of De Morgan, hastaken
me quite aback.  Thald ne dessto to ga honne thie year, not idea that it
would be necesnty ; and would very much profer stopping if it could ba
avouled. and that for vations rrasone, mozt of which will teadily occur
to yoursell,  The suddenneas of 1t perpexes my mind, and deranges iny
plans of daty here whaeh 1 hiad Il out for she year, and throwa a gloom
over the future wlieh depresses my soiod, But 1 troet the Lond will
open np my way, sl Mhow e the path wheren | should walk, and
mnke datkness bught before me, and strengthen sy futh in Him ay here-
tofore under all ci.cumetnnees,  Afier all my 1nind s not made up in
the matter. [ eannot say yer what may appear best, ot 1 kave two
nontha medicine 1o tey, and there will be no ship iom here for at least
three monthe yet. 1 wait rather 10 ree what the leadings of Providence
may be, aad lfwlcby be determined, sa far as 1 ¢an noderstand thein, =
11 the Lord wills tae 1o go, e will shuw me a way, and ae yet 1 sce no
way pininly, unless at so sdvanced a prnod (n the reason, as to throw me
juto the winter oa iny atnval in England=—a rircumetance 1 taune try 1
avoid, by waiting, if needful, to the cpsuing spring.  Notwithstending my
reluctance to mave this year, yet if the Lord opens iy way, cvery one
saya [ should gog and theie ore these two weighty consilerations which
induce me to concrds my own feclings 1o the julgment of Inends in thia
matter.  Ong is the suddenness of these attacks to which } have been |-
able, and the rapid ginking and ut'er proatiation they produce ; whence
their chicf danger to one not robuet,  §t 18 not the violence of the dlreane,
for in Jamnica we would bnve covnted such fevers as alight and no ways
dangerous, and s at firtst T counted them here ; but it is in the low state
of the grnenl badily healih, the weakened consihiation, ansing from the
debihtating nature of the climate, which mikea thrin 80 seious, “The
eases of our brother, M, Jameeson, and of e, \Wilwn, and of Mz, Mer-
nrick, the Baptist missionasy, and of othere, arc in paat; thewefote, though
1 shonld be no worse, and cven have some {mprovement, it would not
warrant much confillence, seaublcas 1 am, and sehich others alro obarse
that iny conaitutiun, for twe or three years past, has bern brcaking down,
I might, ne on a former oceasion, write you to«day that I am quite well,
and before night be 1o 3 hugh fever, and two days afterwnrds be in 3 state
to alnrmn my friends for my teeovesy.  Another tearon for disposing nn
to yield to the ndvice of the doctar and my bretheen s, that shis year {
could be spared froms the muission witheat throwing any place vacsat, or
any important duty being omitted.  Mr. aml Mrs. Goldie could easily
come and take oue juaze, and the other sintions be atill etficiently sup-
plied, They can be spated from Duke Town. ‘Fhe change would, {
believe, be beneficial to themnelves.  In this tespect my wainng till pext
yrar could make no change for the better.  Cucutnetances might oceur
which would inake it more difficult 1o supply 1oy place, and of coursa
more difficult for 1ne to get away, for I could not go and leave my ata-
tion vacant 3 and vacant it would be if a married brother and hia swife
did not come and take onr place. ‘Flua consideration is nne of great
weight ; insomuch, that if a favourable apportunity offers for vur going
this teasan, in proper titne, we may, in all probatulity, avail outrelves of
it.  Ifit be poasible, I should ke to wait and hear from you «n the sub.
ject before I'more.  But I will not deem that indispensable 30 23 to wait
solely on that account. In conclusion, I beg 10 state that | am not la.
bouring under any positive disease, and that friends must not be slarmed,
for it ia prohable, that when they see me they will not sce any change on
r]nze. ar:id may, pethapa, think that nothing is the atter with me —Mis

ecord.

UNION WITH THE FREE CHURCH—WHY NOT1!

An old and worthy correspondent, whose whole life has breathed the
spinit of union among all evangclical Christians, puts $9 us the question,
Whethor we do not think there might be a union between the Frée
Church and the Unita] Preshyterian Church?  Various points must ba
considered hefdre an answar can be given to this question  “The doe
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trincs which are held by the 1wn bodies ate thees of the Weatmineter
Confegsion of Faith, and the polity of both ie, with unimpatiant ditfer.
cnces, the same; #o that whether yon Jock to their doctrinal viewe or 10
their eingch gavernment. thete seeme to be no gond tenson why they
might not form one ewiy.  ‘I'lioy ate vastly nearer to ane annther than
different seetions of the same chureh have ofien been  DBut il there
ate great, perhaps unsarmauntable, olmtacles to a nnion. At all events,
there mast be sery great changes befure such consuinmation can be
bronght about.

I'he first hifficulty lica with the vosed questinn of the mazisirate's
anthority In religion ; nat that we unuuw(ﬁilfnvurn of opittan on this
subject to be A auilicient reneon for separation, tmt beeause qlie Free
Church attaches, ns we think, undue smpartance tot. Tn ong Chureh
the voluntary principle ie nnt wade a tetin of compmnion 3 bat the
eatablishment prnciple 1w wade a 4 i of eommonion an the Ftee Chineelr.
Fhin doetrine of the Confession of Fanhion thie subjeet 18 expressed in
the following wanls :=*"I'he civil tnagastrate hath anthority, aml it is his
duty, 1o take opder that unity and peace be proserved i the chareh, the
truth of God be hapt pure and entige, that all blasphcines and lierosics
be supprosscd, all cormptions and almeea in worehip and diseipline pree
vented or reformed, and all the ardinnnees of God duly settled, adminis.
tered, and oleorved  For the better effeeting whrmvl% he hath power to
call aynods, 1o be present nt themn, and to provide that whatenover is
tranmacted in them be accotding 10 the mind of Gad” (Chap. xxiii. sec.
§ii.)  Now thie claase, which appeare o give to the magististe all the
powet he could desire in chuech courts, imust Lo signed by evety mimster
and elder of the I'ree Chureh “I'he acknowledzment of the mngistrate's
tight 10 the things describied i the wonls guated e mnde n tenn of com.
munion.  Here, then, lies the prent olstncle to a ynion ; and it is
altogether in the Free Clinteh.  Tn ong ehnesh, the question of the magis.
teate’s authetity i rehigious matters is Ief} an open questie n. We neither
tequiro the denial nor the acknowledinent of it as cazential 1o com.
munion with us. “Fhe daetrine of the Confession on tho subject 18 eimply
dropped out of the Confeasion, asmigned amongst us: and there i liberty
10 entertain any view of the sulyect that recommends iteelf to the judg.
ment of individusls, It 1a obviona, that not entit the Free Churels
beging to deal with the anbjeet i the same manner, will a union botween
the two bodies bo possible.  We do not ask the Free Chureh to renonnee
their viewa on the sutyect of cunnection betsween the Church and Siato
as preliminary to o union with us, we only ask them not to foree their
vigwsupon na.  Only let the Free Chureh inake the sulyect of the mags.
teate’s authority n matter of forbeatance, as we do, and then a union may
bo cffected withont a mingle individual, either 1n the Free Church of in
tho Urited Preshyterian, being required to chango hie views in the
smalleat,  What an amount of mischicf and divimon, differences about
the magustrate’s authorty have coused in the chured of Christ! Al onr
separations in Scotland’ have been more or leas connccted with this
topic.

I’l‘lww are other abstacles to 3 union between the Unie.t Presbytenan
Church and the Free Chureh, which, though not so formidablo asthe one
already mentioned, would yet bo found in practice, perhaps, ns diffienlt
to deal with. Ono is suggeated by the tnanner in which the Original
Seeeders were united to the Freo Church at the last Assembly,  The
idle notion of tho I'reo Church being the true Chureh of Scotland, in a
way no other body can clain tobe, was promunently put forth, with many
a flourish of trumpeta, at every stago of the proceedings, and it was most
durifully cchoed back by the pany applying for union, ‘The Original
Seceders appeared at the bar of the Free Church Assembly inoro than a
century ago ; and the Free Assembly, acting as the descendants and re-
presentatives of that old erring Assembly, recognieed the validity of the
protest, arsoilzed the parties from all blame, and received them back
into communton. Notv, these proceedings stultify the Free Churely, and
are only fitted to exeite dension.  For if the parties who retired from
the Establishment in 1843 camo out as the true Chureh of Scotland, not-
withstanding they were a minonity, sunply beeanso they had truth on
their side 5 then, for the very same reason, the Onginal Scceders, who
left the Eatabliehinent moro than n century ago, on substantially the
eamo grounds, and who aro now acknowledged by the Free Church to
havoe been right on their viewa, muet have been all along, though a min.
ority, the true Church of Scotland.  Since the seceesion of the Erskines,
tho Estabhishinent eannot have heen the Chureh of Scotland at all.  Yet
we wero told beforo the Free Church came into existence, by those who
are now leaders in the Iree Church, that the Erskines and their descen-
dants wero nothing but gectarics, and that the Establishment slone was
the Church of Scottand. If this really waa the case, if the Establishe
ment, duning the many long years between the sccestion of the Frskines
and 13417, for great past of which ume she wasmuch worse than sheis at
the present moment, yet stll remained the Church of Scotland, afier a
seceasion on gound and true prnciples had taken place, what is it that
hinders her from being the Church of Scatland now, though another seces-
mon—eflected also, let ft be allowed, on true and sound principles—has
occurred 7 By no arzument will you prave the Free Chuteh to be now
pre-eminently the Church of Scotland, that will not equally denionstrate
the first sccession to have been the Church of Scotland from the time it
took place. The Original Seceders go to the Free Church Assembly
with their protest to be disposed of. What an absurd enachroniem!
The Free Chutch should have gone with their protest of 1843 to be dis.
poeed of by the body that had held, as they acknowledged, the true prin-
ciples of the Chutch of Scotland for mote than a century before that time.
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Bot the whole affair is unworthy of eerfous consideration.  The question
as 1o who is best entitled 1o be ealied the Chaich of Scotland, is a mere
dispute shoug wouds,  If nninbers are 1o scttle this foolish question, then a
censne would pequire to be made of the different compeiing bodies,  If
actual connection with the State is 1o Le taken as she test, then the
ISstablishinent is the Chuteh of Scotland, Il close and eentinuons adhes.
ence 10 the apsgings pranciples of cus Vierbytetinn fnefethern ie 10 made
the 1ale, then, nccotding to the ackpowledgment of the F'ree Chorch, the
Onginal Sceeders weee the true Chureh of Scothand, I the voice of
Seripture itea e heaed in the care, then thie Church of Seotland consiats of
all the genvine folluwers of Clrist in the land. Bt by no imaginable
test whatever, cacepting the atbarary will of the 'iee Clineels leadets,
!\\'ill, you prove the Pree Chntch 1o be prescminently the Chutch of Scote
and,

‘The clame put forth by the Free Church to be remething nete than
other disscntera or srcctﬁ);u friom the Eatablishmeat, something mate
than any other lealy in the Iand, will be a complere bateice to union, en far
na the United Vieshyteeian Church is concerned. “The maxim we sct
upon may be cxpiessed in our Lard's words: # One is your marter, even
Christeand all ye are bretheen,”  We claim no preerdence over the Free
Church, though, if we weie dispoeed 10 do s, Tenger stonding wonld
afford a gronnd of no linde plaugibility 3 still we claim no precedence
it cqually we concede uo preeedence 1o her,  And il ihic nnion that
tecently tonk place be the anly kind of union she is prepated to enter
inte, there yever will be p union between her anmd ahe Uniteid Preshy.
terian Chatel, I we meet at all, it must he on equal terine and on n
cotnmon plaifarm.  When the Relicfand Scecselon Ghuicher wete united,
thongh the disprapartion between their sizes was geeatee than between us
and the Freo Chureli, yet the idea of making cither of them appeat to
enter the other was niost studionsly avoided 5 and eancily the sainc things
were done by the one that wete dunc by the otier. “They nict ns separe
ate aad indepeadent bodiee, and each malde over all i s rightsto the
other, and they beeame one. We confese that the procecdings of the
lazt Assembly of the Free Chnrch have extinguished, for a tine, nny idea
we inny ever have entertamed of a umon between them and vs,

Bemdrs the general couese of the proceedings, there were paoticular 1o+
marks made whah quite confism us in the opinion we have given, One
gpenker expreased the linpe, and the eentiment was applaaded, ¢ That
rome of the mote madesare of that large and Influential body, known by the
name of the United Preshyterian Chnich, inight yet eee it to be theis duty
to unite with the Free Church.”  We dwell not upon the contemptuous
phinscolegy here employed,* knawa by the ontae” aa §f the United Prea.
bytenian Church weic aint as well known in Scotland ag the Free Chuich,
and as if she had not na good atight to the name ¢he beare.  How would
out fnends like that we should speak of them ac that large and influential
body known by the name of the Free Churchil But that isa trifle. a
mere straw showing how the wiad Wowe,  The thing 10 be reprobated in
the words aliove quoted is the wish they imply, that the United Preshy-
tetian Church may be disnembiered.  Yes, let her be broken invo fiag-
mente, if, peschance, some of the fragments may be brought to ns for our
aggeandisement ! But what galn would it be to the caure of union, that
the United Presbyterian Clinrch should be split fnto picees, even thungh
some of them should g0 to the Free Chureh 1 Or how can our friends
auppose we will be pleased or flattered with the filea, that itis for the ad-
vantage of rehgtion that the bonds of our union should be hroken, in order
to augment their numbers T What arrogance nnd self-conceit does not
the expreasion of such an idea on their past imply 1 Reverse the enee,
an { what would the adherents of the Free Chuech think if the hope were
publicly expreased in our Synod, and ihe sentiment loudly applavded, that
mmbets of them might yet feel it to be their duty 10 leave the Fice
Chiurch and 10 yjun us 1 \WVould they not feel that we were ncting an un-
brotlierly part towards them 7 Would they not fecl that all kdendly teia-
tions mnst hencelorth be at an end between uel  ‘The anly proper reason
we ean imagine for deriring a unton between different bodies ie, that the
number of separate sects may he diminished, and that the unity of the
church may thus be more openly exhibited ; but we canceive it better that
bodies remmn as they are, than that a union shoull be attempted whose
eflects nust be to praduce other divisiona,  When the union between the
Relief and Secession Churches was under consideration, the universal
fecling was that we muast earry all the members of both budies along with
us s that it would serve no good purpose to amalgamate as one body, if
such numbera refused concursence as would lead to the formation of one,
or perhaps two, other bodies.  And, in fact, the union was delnyed for a
consuderable time after decided majorities were favourable to it, that it
might be accomplished wizhout leaving a single fragment to exist separ-
arely from the umited body : and this end has been gained, Where ia
there now a Relief Cliurch—where is there now n Seceasion Church 1 I,
therefore, there should ever be a union between the Free Church and the
United Presbytenan Church, we could reckon such an event desimble,
only it accomplished in the same manner. Of what benefit would it be
1o the general interests of religion, that there shonld be a change consist-
wng sunply 1n the transference of a number of churches from the United
Presbytenan Church to the Free Chuch, or from the Free Church to the
United Preshyterian Church? Such changes might gratify individual
pride and ambition, but it is difficult to see how they wouid advance the
cause of christian union. We know not whether our correspandeat may
agree with us or not ; but we assure him, that the late proceediogs of the
Free Church hare made us feel that great changes tust take place be-
fore & union between thein and us can beco:ne practicable.  In the private
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intercourse of life, we meet with Free Churchimen whrm; views quite
accord” with our vwn ; but the proceedings of public bodies are as yet
quite uninfluenced by this under-current.-= U, I'. Magazine.

POPERY THE BLIGHT OF NATIONS.

————

AN EXTRACT.

Pass over.Barope, and tell e why you find one class of countriea rich,
fertile, powetful, whilst another lying ide by side, with the same soih,
the same chmate, the-same inflnence in every-respect, but that of relig.on,
are the abodes of beggary and want. Why is-London, wi'h her mists and
tier clouds, the emporsum of the warld, whitst Rome, with-a «ky of beauty
and an.air of balm, 1a but the emponum of shaven-crowned priests and
filihy lazzaroni 1 Why 1s Brain, with her cold sky and hier hard soil,
the arbiter of Eurape, whilst Spain and Portugal, once mighty aml hon-
oured, are now the huine of the slave and- the land of the penmless?
Why is Protestaut Prussia free i fact, whilst Papal Austria i3 as-des-
potic in fact, as 1 form 1 Why is Protestant Saxony free, whilst Papal
Siaily i3 enslived?  Why is Holland so far 1 advance of Belgiom in all
that makes life valuable 17 Why are Switzerland and Protestant Germany
89 unmea-urably supenior 10 Sowhernamd Papal Germany ! Whyas
the North of Ireland green wuh ferulity and sanling with thuft, whilst
the South, with a better soil, is swarming with begagary, ignorance and
filth ! Why is Scottund, 1n the clouds and rocks of the North, the mo.
ther of mughty men, and Bdinburgh the Athens of Furope, wiilst Hos-
eany, with a soil and clunate so vasily supenor, 13 o land of idleness, and
Florence only a magmficent tomb of departed gloty1  Why has Pra.
testant North America grown in- colossal nught and grandeur, until the
world has learned by heart the lustory of her greatness, whilst Papal
Mexico and South America, are but the hissing and suuging dens of
anarchy, ipotence, and confusion?  Why haa Protestantism, asshe has
gone forth uver the earth, bke Ceres, mnade the grass grow green under
her-footsteps, and the fand aronnd her smule like Eden, whilst Popery
may be tracked with unerng accuracy by the rags, the wretcheduness,
the beggary, the ignorance, the vice and the tyranny that swarm like
locusts atong-her tral?  Can such unerring and unchanging cfferts
have no sufficient cause? Wil -2 man tell us that -a religion that has
ever been marked by-a curse, wherever it has prevailed, has had no agency
m causing that curse 1

Look-over the whole earth, and where do you find a nation, wehere o-
pery is in the ascendant, in which liberty of conscicnce, of speech, and
of nenon-is pilowed 7 Where is the purely Papal country where the Bi-
ble is freely and gencrally read 1 Where_is the Papal country that {ms
produced orators and-writers who have defendéd free institutions, whilst
Popery had the rule ?2—\Where nre the Miltons, the Lockes, the Taylors,
the Sydueys, the Williamses, and others, who have wniten for libeny,
within the limits of any Papal country, and under.the auspices of a ruling
Popery 1

Coxverrs FRox PopegY.—Of the Clergymen of the Established Church
at_present officiating in Ireland, 64 have been cither Roman Catholic
yricsts or laymen.

SUBSTANCE OF AN ADDRESS ON MISSIONS, DELIVERED
BY THE REV.R.H. YHORNTON, AT THE MEETING OF THE
SYNOD-OF THE U. P. CHURCH IN:CANADA, 17mu JUNE.

(Concluded from last Number.)

And here let us mark tho wisdom and kindness of the Divine arrange-
ment asto the means by which the moral world is to be revolutionised It is
his arrangement and faithful promise, that “if lifted up he will draw allmen
to him.”  In other words, the setting forth of * Christ crucified,” as has
been well said, “is the lever by whichthe moral universe is to be raised,”
—the instrument by which a sinful world is to be regencrated  Reason
cannot do 1t, phulosophy cannot du it, the legislation of seenlar gavernments
cannotdoit. The* Princeof Peace,” in associating the Church with him-
self;yand in entrusting to her the propagation of “ the Gospel of Peace,” evi-
dently designed that it should be dune in a manner corresponding with his
own example, and with its own peaceful, persuasive nature  Itis by its
power, and that alone, upon tho heart, that the incalculably rich re-
sources at the Church’s command, .are:to be discovered and applied, Tt
is this. which imparts to the-mind a clear conviction that *“ the silver.and
the gold are God's.” It is this which _produces the consecration of per-
sonal encrgies, and of personal property, and which-calls forth that pow-
erful wrestling with God, which_prevails. It is by means-and-energies
like these, that the world is to be changed, and the family of God gath-
ered out of it, educated andbrought home. Letthe Church,then, deeply
sympsthising with the guilty and the perishing, under the powerful influ-
ence of a_ living faith, and animated- by a “hope which maketh not
ashamed,” go forth, devoting her willing encrgies, to prostrate the spiritual
ignorance, and extirpate the- degrading vices of-an-ungodly population
around her, and the superstition and idolatry of ¢ the dark places.”

Till lately, the Church has been contented to stand merely on the de-
fensive, but now the-call of Heaven- to her is, ““go forward.”” If the
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cause-of God 13 to-heop pace with the progress of the times, if the Church,
1n zhiort, 15 to folfil her vocatton, and do the work allotted to hier, a yet uns
paralleled energy umst be put forth in the Christian enterprise.  Facul.
ties are encrearing, diffienities are lessening, and the gatos of the holy
city mur be thrown apen, and the tide of war rolled upon the eney.—
Then shall “one (e athogsand. and twa put ten_thousand to fhight”
T'he moans and effons for esangehang the world must correspond at
enee with the cireumanneds of the times, and-the magnitmle ull— the re-
aults The pder that God will eonvert the heathen m his own good
tune, and that Chrstians have hitde or nothing 1o do, but to pray, and
devoutly wating, stand-stil}, as it were, *to roe the salvation of the
Lotrd,” 18 one wiuch finda no countenanes in Senpture, pay, which is at
entire vapance with the command of her Head, to ¥ go and _preach the
gospel to vvery ereature,” and o ¥ wark mn doing o while it is called
to-day * 1t as the maxin not of tatth, nt_of covetovaness of slath, nnd
of uncaryg wfidehity It w-no derogaton- from the power of God to
wamtam, that o produce results, 1t must be-oxerted by & system of
means, adapted to that constituton of things shich he has himself cstab-
hshed.  He hag no *wet tnne” for favonng the husbandman, but when
e i3 dilgent m business; and ao “set tme” for fverng Zion, but when
lus servants “favor her stores and-take pleasuro e the dust thereof”
Chnsnamty, even i the age of mirneleg, was aot earrial forwand with-
out stupendous «Qurts; and 1t 1s only by a revival of pnumtive 2cal in tho
missionary cause, that the ** glorions things furetold of the ity of our
(iod,” ean be accomphished

Aud there is much to eacourage in-the times in which we live, and
are called to act  We possess advantages immensely greater than thome
the aposties or pnmitive Chriztians had for the spread of tho gospel;
shalt the Churel then, now stretching forth her hand to the sea, and her
right hand te the nivers, be dismayed at the magnitude of that undertuk-
wyr, which had onee been well mgh accamplished, by twelve men and
their inunediate nssocintes?  Let her rememberthat while the extension
of tho cause i3 committed-to her, her existence and her-glory depend
upon-her fidelity to thistrust  And for- her encouragement, let her also
remember, that the government of God is conducted with the view-of
bringing * the ends of the earth to sce the salvation-of Ged,” and that
to this end thercforo events aro subservient.

Before leaving thns absorbing topic, allow me 1. suggest a few thoughts,
with a view to encreased suceess in the work .—

Lirst—Let the Chureh be careful to adapt her energies to tho exigen-
cies of the tunes. While her duty to earry forwand Chirist’s work is, in
one sense, always the samne, yet-every pertod has s peculiarities, which-
renders the specinl application of scniptural principles peculinrly neces-
sary. Somctuimes these principles are tested by “fiery trials ——some-
times error “ comes i hke-n flood,” and semetiines agam, as at the pre-
sent day, faciltties for the duffuston of the “ truth as it is in _Josus,” are
encreased, and-the Church, 1f not slumbering at her post, will-scize-the
occasion, and improvo 1t to the glory of her Head. ‘T'o tho watchman
upon Zion's walls especially, we hold, that nothing which tranapires
aronnd, is unimportant or indifferent. For, in this age of commotion and
of change, of upheaving and overturning, there 8, on every side, cither
weapons forging for Ziwon's hurt, or some obstruétion levelling, in order
to,hier freer egress to *“ the help of the Lord.”  In times like the present,
the plans of the governient of this world, for example, require to be
watched with a diseerning eye, by those-who .are “very jealous for the
Lord of hosts.” The eyo of faith must be ever open to discover, even at
a distanee, as ““ comung cvents cast their-shadows boefore,”-where, and-
how, the mfluence of worldly policy 18 10 bear, so that we may discover
where to stand betimes on the defensive, or with alacrity, 1o scizo the
golden opportunities, which the “ Governor among tho nations” may
cause to pass before us.

Azzin—Lot the Church, with-increasing carnestness, raise tho cry—
“help thow mne unbelief!”  All the uncertaintics and hesitations to
which 1t gives nise, must be swept away by the power of that faith,which
18 “ the substance of things huped fur, the evidenco of things not scen.”
‘Those seeneg,  surpasaing fable,” when satan shall bo bound and an
cmancipated world shall “ break forth into singing,” must be presented
beforo the nund an all the freshness of inspiration-and reality. Such
fanh, and such only, as brings “ unscen thingsto view, will fully achieve
the wonders 1t wrought i other days. Faith has lyst none of its power;
and 1t will agam “ subdue kingdums,-work rightcousncss, obtain promis-
ea, stop tho mouths of livns, quench the vivlenco of fire, out of weaknees
become strong, wax valiantin fight, and tumn to flight tho armies of the
aliens.”” -For “thus s the victory that overcometh the world, even our

-faith.?

And finally, with fauth in hvely exercise, let-the constraining power of
divine love be felt more fully. Where this holy principle but dimly
burns in-the hearts of Christians, in a low and languid -manner, vacillat-
g between'the opposing attractions- of -carth -and heaven, it is not the
thing for-that vigorous onset which will eubdue-tho world to Christ.
Let, then, all “ who love tho Lord Jesus Christ-in sincerity,” give them-
selves anew to his service ; “ put on the whole armour of God,” and go-
forth “ to his help against the mighty ;” and the victory shall soon “be
given to the people of the saints of the Most High ;” and-a ¢ great voice
out of heaven” will be heard saying, < Behold the tabernacle of God is
with men—He dwells with men—His people they,

And he his poople’s Ged.”
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Frean e furegning Talde f1 apprars that thero are fa the I* P,
Chorth, Caaada, wpsearda of 1 otganived congrogatinua: for sewvern) of
the places claswal &9 racancire, ate organized vongragations, ooly doe.
tisate of & P'age.

It alan appesss that there ars {0matiitreiarncd  Saros af thews shall
£ wny beocme cnngregations jreparad tn sippeet a ministor, whils alhers,
threugh the st of & satier canmenesd in their noighbomboed may as-
pite ta the sime.

Aeeuading 1a the teturns madn, the arerage aliendance thrmeyhout
the Charvh, (2 the juat yeat, has been 10,852, Wt fofler tetorns woulld
have shown & lacger number.

719 Momwrs have leon afdad, aml 276 lave remaved o cone
grogatiuns with which they were amnreted.  Bovnmal of these 1Ay liava
geme (o athet Denatmtnations, but, porhape, the iaprity eiil conttaye in
the . I". Chatch in the different patts of the l'ruvinco te whieh (hey
have temnved.

Three ate apwarde of 5390 indivhinals in actual membeesliip,  Diptien
has bran digpensnd jn 831 inctrnecs, and 29X are teewiving Tnsrmmtton
in teligious tdaseca. K31 attend prayarmeotings. 31 ocagrowstions
ate rotarned as having Lidratiee: e yrlumes 10 theso amounting to
9,101, Those sre 5 Chorcies, and the Decds ate, with fow ovrepnions,

‘The Debit upen 22 Chatehee amovnts 1n L9317 18 041, ‘Taking
the ag regate of the muna, the Torat |xman reaches £5155 194 10]d,
anprmowhat lose upon an average than L1 to anch member,  LRR14
1T4. 34, havae been pald sa stipends, and C1,200 Ja 44, huve lwon oxe
penidet o Cauech Prapetty  For the Theologieal Pumd, 41 6o 3.
fiave boon rafemd 3 for the Kyne 4 and Preabypiory Fonde, £31 18 63
for Spnod's Missians, £193 19« 0.3 fot (Genoral Misdicone, £937 16,
13d.5 fur tho I'nor, L3 154, in twa cungregations; white lucidental
Expenses have reachad the sum of L457 150, 11§,

In the Presbytery of London, £392 178, {1 have boon raised ; Loing,
on an average, M, B to oach motnber: in the Prosliytesy of Flanbory’
L1,501 da 534, Loing 1o each member, on an averaga, £1 de, 44,2
maembers of congregations in the Wellington Preabytaty hnse tisord
aach .C1 0s. .2 thinso in the ‘Tormnto Preaiytery, £1 de. $d ¢ and thase
in Ducham, 15 931, Ihe ratorne for the 'resbytottes of Lanntk ansd
Canntda Bact, are so incomplete, that it would net bo fair towands them
to make a pastieular calzulation.

‘I'he above Statistics are not, by any means, so full as they might be,
On lushing 1o the colutnne many biauks appoat which ghoutd have Loon
fillasd up, nnd then wo would lisve hiad & niore favnurable opportunity of
aswntaining the sotaal miste of the Church, and fuller data for jnlging
of tior prograss {n the future, Wa hope that cangrogations will spake
oo complete roturne to Shieir Prasbyterios in futute years, and that
ﬂw.l'v shiall bo forwardesd to the Minsion Cutninittoo at tho ostliost cone
venrenee.

Al orders, paymente, anid enmmunications ta the Bditor, to br sent
{'ast-paid) ta the Rev, Jenx Jexxixas, Toranta,

The Maguzine 1eill be published on the 15th of erery moath, and it
is regueated that all literary contributiona be foricarded ten dnys
previoualy,

e
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LECTURE DELIVERED BY THE REV.JOUN TAYLOR, M D,
AT PHE OPENING OF ‘TUE DIVINITY HALL, IN THE
U. 1. CHURCH, ‘TORONTO, AUGUST 3, 1852

It is with minglod and conflicting emotions, that 1 now eater on the
discharge of the ancrous and highly reaponsible duties 10 which, by tho
confidisg generomty of tho Synod, L have been tavited. T cannet but bo
sensible, that 1 s with a feoling of diffidence, amounting to foar and
trembling, that it becomos e to venture on engazemeonts, in referenco
to which, the most gifted and accomplishod of mortals might well eay,
* who is # Micient ,{or these thingsl” Novertheleas, I am anxious 1o
hope, thee He whose prerogative it is to perfectstrangth in weaknoss, and
whase gracivss succour is nover withheld when, for purjrocas of which ho
approves, it is bumbly and carnestly imploted, will condescend to own,
and iu sotne tacasura bleas and render succeasful, such feeble instrumnens
tality as mine, for the advancemnent of his glory, the hionour of the nawms
of his Son, and the highust interests of tnan in this portion of his world
and his Church, .

Turning from considerations of a personal kind, which hiave in them
8o much that ia fitted to awaken anxicty, allicd at times to depression
and despondency, it is with lively satisfaction that [ offerto the Syned
and the Chureh, my warmest congratulations on the re-opening, and in-
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dead, it may be said, the tesnmption, under God's providenes, of this
Scminary of =asred Jaarning, which was wisely inetitnted by the Fathers
of otz densminatian in thie pravinee, sad ea effisiently and soaccesfully
eandacted, while life tamainad, by the distinguished person wha preneded
me in thia Chair, and who has asw, wo truet, as a gond and faithfi] et
vant, enfered intothe oy of his Ionk.  Anl with epeeial ploaasare and
cordiality, do 1 welcame tn mur Divinity Hall, ae my fnllaw.students of
‘Thealagy, those Ingenneme poaths why, in singlences of hoart, 1 we are
bowund to batieve, and from anlems, gratefal zaal (4 the glory of their
Gl and Redosmar, and the enlvatinn of the svale of their falinwemen,
are dasirgny to dedisate thamaniver 1o ths work of the inintatry, cach
raying, with devout humility, * Lord, hare am §, send ma*  “The Anrel
which sodaimed Jacab fro1n sl evil, blese the lnfa—impart unta them
plentifully his solottont gifte and gracsas—wlitoct nnl aid, and prozper
abundantly their preparatory studies, mako thom in dae titne able mine
ietern of thy New ‘Testament : awign them pattions for coltivation in
his vineyard ¢ tenfor them Instrnental in turising mnny unte righteons.
ngas, and, afier lives of honnur and happiness hate, exalt them 10 hine
as wintx i the fismament for ever and over.  * Them that hunout mo 1
will hineurs”  # Verily, T aap unty you, thero is nv man that hath left
hiy1se or brethreen, vr sisters, or father or mather, or wife or childeen, or
lande, for 1y eake and the Gaegal'e, lut shall teceive an handrad fold
naw in this thine, houses end brothren anl mators, an b mthors and ohils
deen and Innde, with perascutions, and in tho world tv eame cternal
lifas

The rndige on shich we nta abous 1o enter, or rather which wo are
ahaut 1o prosecate, (for, nlas! if 1o any of ue they ke new,) aro of a
himd which, surcly abovo all athers, beth demand and deserve onr closos
ent and mas mrdiduous atention and applieation 3 anil that not enly during
tha fow short wocks wa hpe to comnune with oue anather in this
place ; nor even during the yoars, pethaps still fewer, wo may bo dea.
tined to spend in tho eanthly house of this tabernacle below, and dur.
ing which ont highest privilege §s to behold only aa ina glaes darkly,
any of those sublime subjects to which aur investigations are*directed ;
bt alss, theongh tho whiale of that glorivns immoantality brought o light
by the Gospel, and, to use the beastiful words of Melancihan, in * that
cterual acadamy™ of angele, and tho apirits of just men made perfect,,
to which w hope, throuzh grace, to be alimitted, and there to be agso-
ciated with the highast, yet hanblest and most ditigent order of stul-
ents, who unceadngly desire to look into the thinge which have a height
and a depth, and a lengih and a broadth, which usast forever pass tho
knowlcdgs of all finito and created minda,

- e = =

It ie t00 vbvious 1o requite remark, that if the pursuit of knowledge
be deotned cuploymentpeesaely worthy of intelligent beinge, and if the
higher and purer tho objects 1 which that kuowledge relatus, the worthe
ier tko cinployinent bo reckoned, then sazely our inquirics touching the
boing anl perfactions of the fufinite and cternal Goid, aad the works ho
has performed, and s continually parforming —above all, the most mar
velluus and glorious of his works, that of sedemption ; and the relations
sabsizting between himeell and hin creatures, espocially those of n mo-
ral and spiritual nature, subsiating between himeolf and his new creas
turcs, by virtue of that saperuatural aod gracious sevnomy, of which
they have been made the subjests, and in which, at onze, his glory and
thsir duty and happiness, are essentially involved —such topics must,
without controversy, and begond camparison, be the most digaified and
cunobling about which ft is poasivle far morials, or indeed for beings of
any 8011, to bo ongaged.  Again, if it be admittal that the exerciso of
our facultics, especinlly on sabjects of an clovated description, is fitted
1o train and tnvigorate thave faculties, and give a hvalthful tone to our
wlhslo intellectuat nature, and is thus, apatt from all consideration of the
kanwledge acquired, amonst salutary and beneficial mental discipline ;
surely this highly important abjeet never can bs a0 advantageously se.
curod as by a humble, carnest, persevering, and withal reverential appli-
cation to thoss glorious themes to which referenco has just been made.
But the chief recommendation of the study of divine truth, romains still
to be mentioned  That truth §a the great instrument by which, in tho
hand of the Spirit of Truth, the moral renovation of our naturo is effect
ed—Yy which men ard turned, not only from darkness unto light, but from
sin uato holincss, restored to tho imags of God, and made progressively

e Canxuixn Presvrterian FAAagasine,
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meot for sorving and onjoping him both here and hereafter.  That truth
is thos evidently, at the eame time, the groat eamtoe fram which, by the
aids of Divine geasn, all onr epirisual evmfort mne be deasen, True, it
may be said, bt for the attainment of these high and holy ende, thet ex-
ast, and, as it wete, sxiontifie stdy of Divine truth, te which Theolngians
atlict themealves, I8 not peqolvites on the contrary, thess bleseed ob-
jrets may be raatised by tho luunblest Lelievere, by metq bahee {n Chelet,
whe knowledeo of ths Gospelescheme, i of the eimplest and maat
clementary kind.  Wo gladly admit the juxtness of this refresentation,
and blaes God that snch ie the caza. Dty if even a limited, Indistinct,
and onnfusad acqaaintanee with Divino truth bo in the experienco of the
wankest Christiang, attonal with such boased convequences, it is sntely
quite reasnable to suppraso, that where the sama truth ix moto fally,and
accutatoly and cannsetelly ambracsd, tho same practieal conzequences,
tant In A sill highor dsgres, shaobl rosult  Perhape, however, we may
bo temindal, that theas consaquences reenlt nat from the trath alone,
hawever it may bo stulied anl wndorstoad, Imt fewn that truth accome
panted by the inflaense of the Haly (Shast.  ‘This we desite at all times
Tsmbly and desoutly ta remamber.  Tat noither is there hiero a valid
objostian 1o our prditinn.  For thoss infinences may reassnably ba ex-
poctel to be vouchaafed tn the dilizent, accompliched, anl sncccacful stu-
dent of Divine truth, quite asreadily and almndantly nstothnes whoee at-
tainmntain knawlelgonreninre slonder. Nay, who conld refute us, were
we to o fuether and say that, sspposing other circumetnnicat 1o be oqosl,
osprcnily anppasing like forvent prayers ta be presented, it might bo
hopad that the enmmunieations of Divine cece wonld bear some pro-
pattion 10 the ditigance and assiduity with which ono dovoted himealf
1+ tho atmly of the Divine wonl; and that thus we should sce, practically
Nudteatedd, the ermnection between growing in gemee, and growing in
tho knowleda of onr Lard and Saviour Sesue Chrint? The nnalogics of
the natugal worhl woall countenance mach views of the spiritual,  The
produze of the fiehl resulte not from tha labour of the hasbandman, withe
aut the blessing of Him who givath rain from heaven, and fruitful reas
song, yot ha who sawa huntifully reape alad bountifally, and tha hand of
the diligent agriculturist maketh rich.

“Tie preceding considerations are genéral, and admit of applicatien in
the case of all,  But thero Is manifesily a special finpontance anaching
10 the stuldy of Theology, in the eaew of those who aro to eagago in tho
oJise of the ministry. [t is,in facl, their profossional training, It is
that which i« (o prepare them for the calling of their lives.  And here,
while wa trust each ofue in eager 10 repudiate such Jow and sontid ideas
as that of teaening an att for procazing a livelihood, and gaining A sta-
tus in saciety—=all which nay, in genoral,bo more casily and certainly
acquited by same sceular avocation—yet as it is incumbent on every
man to sitive afier oxzellenco in whatevor he undortakes, and especi-
ally, as a minister of Jeans Chriat, chiarged with the highest and holicat
commission, and unler respondhilitics tho moat solema and awlul,
ought, heyond all men, 1o bo solicitous that ho be preparesd, becomingly
to acqait hitnvelf, leat, theough his fnaptitude and inefficioncy, tho hon-
oar of the Rodaemar's causy shoald ba tamnished, and detrimant done
10 tho atemal interosts of men's moulss 80 1t s ohwioualy the dictate, st
once, of reasan and religion, that every ono conte:nplating tho sacrod
office, should, before essaying the teaching of others, assiduously la-
bour to bo himeelf thoroughly versed in tho glorious aystem of truth
exhivited in Divine revelation.  How otherwiso can he hope to becomo
n workman that noedeth not 10 bo ashamed, qualified rightly to divido
the word of trath 1 Hero a lesaon inay bo learned from tho children of
this world, who ate wiso in thelr genaration, and wiscly diszountenance
cmbacking in professions without duo preparatory cducation. It muy
agan, howovor, bo alleged, that without disputing the comeciness of any-
thing that has been advanced, but on tho contrary, readily admitting tho
transzondent and incomparadle digaity and Importance of tho study of
Divine trath, and the special appropriateness of such study in the caso
of thysn who aro to be professivnal teachers of religion, still it scems
unaccountable that such closs, assiduous, and continuous application
should be required for becoming duly acquainted with such & subjec’.
1t is sometimes asked, Is not that subject one in which all men, even
tho weakest aad most illiterate, have tho doepest personal interest?
And can it be supposed that, when God vouchsafed a revelation o man-
kind, he would not doso with s dignified simplicity resembling tkat with
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which a wise and gond Father instructs a litle ohild in mastars of the
highest impottance to 14 distinatly undarsioesd 1 Nevw, in toply, we may
conoede, that the truthe of trliginn, &2 far ax noneraary tn syivation, are,
by the tharey of Gad. made lavel 1o the hamast capacity, sl we Time
hiea far the many delightfill inetanene which prasent themeslves of pare
tone who wonld in vain havo attemptad to crapple with the mysearios of
seionce, giving evidencs that they have hoonme acquainted with the onty
ttae God, and Jeeus Chriet wham he hath ssnt, which 10 knew {a life
oternal, still it admite of n» digputa, for axpeticacs abondantly dem-m-
strates {t, that thete e mach in the séripturce which men of the highest
talent, tho greatest laaning, and the mnet hligant rescarch, havo nnt yet
boon ablo astisfactorily 1o unfold ; and that the dostrines of the grepel,
when followest eut In their tamifieations and bearings, transrend the jofs
tieet facultica af man.  Indeed, it fe not diffieglt to aceaunt for the in.
dispenaable need which theto is for eamest and patisnt applieatinn, in
under {o even & mimlerate and talotable anqanintance with the sulyeets
comprehended in a cours of theolozical study. Lot 1t be romembere).
first of all, that the eetipturos aro writlen in foreign Ianguages, 6no of
which, as a sptkon tongue, has long bLeen extinat, aud oach of Which
perisined to n peopla fas distant from ont=elvos, both in tima and in place.
anil charactorized not only by tnannote and custoine, but by modor of
thought and expreseion widely dissimilar to our ewn.  Noxt, that the
wubjectn to which those seriptites chiefly rafer, though not very tndch of
an abatract or inctaphysical desenption, ate otill far romov-d fram thess
affairs of soneo and of time with which we arc chilefly familine . furiher,
that many of them embraco the idea of infinity, and relate, in fact, to
that teanscendently glorions Being whom no creatend intolligenoo oan biy
rearching find out unto pecfoetion, and concerning whom, when we ven-
ture to epeak, cxeept inthe vory termna he himeolf hastaught us, we ato o
excacdingly apt to darken counsel by words withont knowledge, 1t
ther still, bo it rememered, that many of the doctrines of setiptura ros
pocting oursclves an guilty, depraved, and abominable in the slght of
God, as nifned, doserving only of eternal damnation, and incapabilo of
effecting, In wholo or in part, restoration and deliverance for ourselvas,
and, consequently, as capablo of attaining to holinese and happiness anfy
through freo and sovorelgn geace, and entirely by virtua of the merits of
another—all this, and much more of the samo natuze, is monifying to
our pride, and appased to our prejudicss ; and hendo wo are cansantly
in danger of contomplating it theough n scdinm which gives oa fales
and distorted reprosentations.  In a word, b it romembored, that our
minde, asblinded by ain, Iabour under strong moral disguntitications for
fairly and fully appreciating n eystem so purs and holy as that which hins
come forth from 11iin whose waord declares that ho s s conmming fice,
‘T'ha conclusion from the whole, then, Is, that thoology demanda, as well
as descrves, the most close and asaiduvus nttention and application,
iut, possibly, it way next bo alleged, that if tho suliject b 10 prosemis
neatly grand and intereating, it in attendod with these countorvalling
disadvantages, that our conceptions of its docirines aro necasearily vague
and indefinite, and that the grounds on which our conclusions rost, aro
precarions and uncentain,  Now 1o this we entizely demur, o aduit,
indeed, that our views are uccessatily lmited, Is only saying that onr
faculties are finito aml feoble. “Fo allow that it s only inconcelvably
small portions of tho whole truth which wo know, is just saying, that
whileour facultics are auch, the doetrinos in question partahe of the naturo
of tho subjects 10 which they selate, nnd streteh out into Inunensity, But
truth, though partially kunown, may bo distinctly known to that litnited
extent, and known, in some cases, with absolute and infalliblo certainty.
An illustration may bo borrowed fromn the oxactest of the seieneen, that
styled Mathematies, becauss supposed especially (o doserve the name
of learning. The tyro who has mastered only two or three of the first
propositions in goometry, has, doubtleas, exceedingly himited notions of
the science. Indecd the miost advanced of is cultivators, is probably
scarcely Leyond the boundaries of the entiro doman of trnuth, respeeting
the rolations of aumber, figare, and quantuy. 3ul), 1f our tyro has mas.
tored thoso few elementary propositions, his conceptions of what they
includo are perfectly definito and distinet ; and the evidence on which ho
believes them to bo true, is absolutcly and mfadlibly centain, Its fore.
must be admitted by cvery intelligence in the universe. Even so-in
Theology our views may bo clear and cozrect, 0 far as they extend ;
and there ts nothing in the ca3e to prevent the evidencs on which we
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ytonerd, from being porfeatly sound and estisfacteuy, suited to the nstnte
of the estgoet, aod fited 1o produes a sourd and statde bodiol

1t us adrert fot A mement o the grounds on whish enr daotrines in

Therdagy ate dasad.  And, &1 the outest, it 1s slmmt sopsr(luzos \e too

matk, that we have the same faculiiss tn eaesalsa, atul the xums lngie 1o

Aply, in tefatonme ta the prgreist v in this saetrel department as in

any of the sejenees  We hare alan afl the farte af nature aroundeccre-

atirn aod prrridancaaeand all the inward phenemana of capssisuences,
14 be nsel (1 whatsver war they can be leguitmaraly made available.

We have basidas, what in the ssienoes je wanting, and tile Ta A gratid

peoshiarity of anr esen, we have the inwired Reriptores av gar chief indie

eator of touth, andl in tham alsy wa find tha dimplest and mon ecertain

evidoneo on whigh this truth is 10 be sutely beliosed, fornemuch ne wo
Loaw them tn e (Gead's eveny tons and frithfal wonl.  Dut this, 18 will bo
aid, Is jrst ounfarsng aml glorging in the vary thing which fe alloged
againag us, nanaly, that wo avand m raasan, and shavidily yleld implieit
faith 10 A moro fatmula wineds has falleninio cur hagda Neaw, whitle thie
is A vory cothm. aned prvvalent idea amenge a cortain clase of wenldbes
Philnenpliors, we ata proparesd to deinansirats that nathing ean be wider
of the thih.  Instaad of a%and aing tensn, we never for a tmoment ree

fusn 1o Yaton (o ita dictates,  For, first of all, by the best exetcise of
teaan of which we ate capable, wo have satisfied ourselves, gn strley
and tigatota gronmds, that the Sariptuces actually ara what they cladu
ta be=the wonl of (21, and sseanlly, b the otorciso of the samo reas
s, wa satiefy gursaives that such anl suah, 1 the maoating of that wand,
and then, by a prosess of reasaning, the simpleet frnaginaile, wo conclude

that what tensan has shewn to Lo cantained in a rocond which reason
in satisfindd i the tossimany of the Cod of truth, teason aannot refuee to
neknowladge to bo trutli, inwever different a supposition reason aifght
have made re probable, had that clear aid rimplo teain of evidotice bedn
wanting. Ihe enlightencd thaslogian, then, isnat lese detatmined than
any of the voiatias of safence, 1o hinll by the guidanca of ranson,  [fut

white the Chriatian Divine alfirme, an | the infidel 'lloephor denten, that
the Hariptarea nre suparastarally and authoritatively the word of God,
and ara thetofore the st patfeat dizostory of Lelief, tho question, Which
of tho two liae hare tha truth on hie side? 1aust first be determined befote
the cancluelom is anme 1o, that we are the pacty who abandoen teason,
anl believo withoat evidenss.  Not does it atfeet thin arguinent 10 sy,
that we aler raly nn the tesching of the [loly Spidt. Vot we utterly
repudiate all §dea of the Spirice teaching, which gnes In any degreo
ty «upesasts tha ox ereisc of our own facultice.  We oxpect it only 10
aid and guida ue in our own mental aperations. 1t follows, thercfore,
that if thare be, a1 wa finnly huld, any reality in the inlluances of
the Holy Chnst=if there he any dependence to be placed on the doe
clamsion, that the Fathier giveth the Holy Ghost ta thesn that ask him
~if we ho warranted to tolf on the Spirit of Truth 10 Yead ue Into
the truth, thon just =n far we have the advaniage over the mero cul-
tivators of selense, inasmuch as wa have our own facultion unfottered
and unimpaired just ns thoy have, and, morcover, this spocial anelst.
ance which they want.  Aad i€, on the other liatl, as many of them
would maiatain it bo fanatician and delusion for us to imagine that
nny sach abd is to be hopod for, still we are, ot least, on a lovel
with themeclver—they and we having in cominon the nateral powers
of our own winds, 10 cmploy in the Invastigaion of truth,

We glory i1 the Scriptures, then, ay the infallible standard of truth ;
yet wo hold by the adage, wwrp Oureor 73 aAnfeg.  “T'o “I'muth alono snust
wo sactifice.  In fact, we do homage at no othos altar than that which
we holil 10 bo the altar of ttuth.  For, first, we are satbsficd it s &
trath that . e Biblo i« the wotd of (iad, and next wa ata easisficd it in a
truth that the Billo contains the atuicles to which wo submeribe ; and in
coming to these coacliuans we ttust wo have freely exercised our own
facuities and avaded ourrolves of ail sorts of Icgitimato argunients to
guido us 1o sound and aatisfactory results. Nesher do we ot all suppresa
or dread the freost 1nquiry end discussion.  * Provo all things” is the
dircetion of wur great vraclo nself, and firmly do we beliovo that * Truth
hike a torch, the mure 11's shook 1 shines.” Theaids of all Jearning and
scicnce too, wo carnestly invoke. ‘Theology, as of old, atill claims thesn
as har handmaids.  And in regard to all geauine discoverios of any kind
whatevar, we are prepared to say, ia the wonds of vur sublimest poet,



42

ﬂc (w'(l c‘lUlz‘ﬁ! 39??00"“1‘ A FHxgasine,

[Sept.

feem e = e e

but in a sablimer senze than he imondcxl, ¢ Hail holy light” Once
more, while we judee it reasonable, and therefore imperative, humbly and
reverentially to bow to whatever reason leads ug to believe is divine
authority, we altogether abjure the dictation of human masters—Iiuthers,
Couneils, Synods, or Assemblies.  Adoption of their Confessions and
Formulas is justifiable enly so far as vur jud ganent and eonscienee tell us
that theso are founded on, and agreeable to, the word of God.  We de-
girc to imitate the dignified examplo of & Prelate of the Church of Eng-
land, (who was no Pur ayite) of whom it is related, that, when presiding
ag Professor of Divinity in the Schools at Cambridge, duting tho Theolo-
gical Disputations, as ofien as any appeal was mado on ecither side, to
tradition or to any uningpired anthor, however ancient or adinired, he was
wont to fay his hand on the Bible, and owphinsieally say, ® Bece Yiber
(T be cauliuut:l.)

Q)nq.nul "lttlc.c.:.
[ror Tur cavavtan

UNTTED PRE

PRESBYTERIAN .\IAGAZI.\'B.]

SBY'I'ERT-\.\' CHURCH HISTORY.

—

BY THE REV. DR. FCRRILR, CALLOONIA,

Tt cannot he expeeted, in the sketeh of history which we have
heen endeavouring to prosceute, regarding the rise and progress of our
Chureh, that every thing of importance and interest can be noticed.  We
refer to the exeellent history of Dr. MeKerrow, for minute and aceurate
details on almost every oceurrence conneeted with the Secession ; and
to the valuable history of the Relief Church, by Dr. Struthers.  We con-
template only an outline of procecdings and events, which may be con-
sidered as more prominent.  We omit refesting to the intercourse which
was held with the celebrated Mr. Whitefield, on his visits to Seotland in
in 1941 and 1742, and 1o the extraopdinary cfiveta of kis ministrations,
cgpecially in the Parish of Cambuslang, hecause, although the views of
gome of the Associate brethren were tather uncharitable, yot they after-
wards expressed regret at kaving cherished them.  We may wafely say
that whatever they said or didin that matter, arose fromthe peenliarity of
the times, and from tho corraptinns against which they were ealled 1o
testify, which made them jealous of all who could not cxactly see as
they did, and not from any bitterness of spirit, or want of Christian for-
bearance with faithful ministers of other denaminations.

Yet it mast be acknowledged, that the Associate Preshytery were dis-
posed to be exclugive, and that they carricd some of their peculiar views
to an unnceessary extent.  ‘They were sutliciently severe on godiy min-
isters who remained in the Established Church, not considering but this
might be wisely permitted by God to serve important purposes; they
were rather rigid in enacting, what could never be practised, that join-
ing in the Bond for renewing the Covenants, shonld be 2 term not only
of ministerial, but of Christian communion; and they were, perhaps,
Jifted up with something of spiritual pride at the great success which
had attended their movement, and the prospeets of gruwing (xtent and
influecnee, They were not all at one on cvery matter of ceclesiastieal
procedure, and from the beginning, there were shades of diffierenco
among them, and espucially a party in the Assudiativn who would have
been satisfied to stand on the Revolation sittlanent, wod anuthier pany
who were desirous to make advances in rdformativn. AN of than were
good men, and willing tu see every abusc rectifind, and their Clinreh re-
duced to the perfeet mudel of the wurd of Gud. Dot sumic cusassed
that this might be attained by gentlor and Liss ssucping ihany, wlhilst
others were bold and uncempramiing, amd filt ittheir duty o parsst in
diligent and unceasing ot tn ¢ nfunm, In cvarvthing, 1o the apustolic
model. Tt wag at first more the diffirence of natarzl tempurainent and
disposition, than the actual diffi rence in deliberate sentemet that, in
this manner, led on to a two-fHld party inthe Assudiste Presbytesy.—
Slight alienation of feuling, arising from unimpuniant incidome, is said
to have made this 2lmost invisible Jine of dumareation still mre appar-
ent.” But it was years before the clements, which were already work-
ing, burst forth, as they at longth did, into open stnfe and diviston.

These are things which, to do justice to vur narrazive, cannot be pass-
cd ovor in silence ; and they will fall t6 be nouticed, although we must
avoid cverything like detail, as we proceed.

When the Act concerning the doctrine of Grace, was finally passed,
in Qctober, 1742, an Overture was introduced into the Associate Prese
bytery, for taking steps to renew the solemn Covenants of the nation.
For at that time tuese Covenants were considered as binding on pos-
terity, and the renewal of them as a duty to be practised * in a way and
manner agreeable 1o the situation and eircumsiances of the period.”

"Thig Overturo met with the approbation of all the brethren present,
with the exception of Mr. Thomas Nairn, of Abbotshall, who dissented
from certain expressions employed in it, declaning that his sentiments
were the 2amo us those of the old dissentery, or Covenanters,  ‘The ex-
pressiona to which e objected, were the following -

“We desire to be humbled for the dangerous estremo that some have
gone into of impugning the present civil authority over these nuions,
and subjection thercunto in lawful commands, on account of the want of
those qualifications which magistrates ought to have, according to tho
word of Gaod and our Covenante, cven though they allow us in the freo
excercigo of religion, and are not manifestly unhinging the liberties of the
kingtlon,—an opinion and practice contrary to the plain tenor of Serip-
ture and to the known principles of this Church, in her Confession and
Covenantz, and of all other Reformed Charches; and that some few
carry their 7eal against the defections and cvils of the times to the dan-
grerous extreme of espousing principles in favour of propagating religion
by offensive arms, quite contrary to that digposition which ought to be
in all the profes ~od followers of Christ, who came hot to destroy men's
lives but to save them.”

Mr. Nairn's dissent from this paragraph, and the consequent proceed-
ings of the Preshytery in regand to it, occasioned a delay in advancing
to the solemn work of renewing the Covenants, which was contemplat-
ed. When his deelaration of dissent was first made, the Preshytery per-
suaded him to delay entering it till next meeting, when, if his sentiments
remained unchanged, he would have an opportunity of doing so. At
next meeting, in December following, Mr. Nairn again brought his dis-
sent Lefore the Court, and, after endeavouring in vain to remove his ob-
jections, it waa reecived,  But the concideration thercof was deferred il
a subscquent meeting at Edinburgh, in February, 1743, Here the
matter was again introdueed, by other two members, nanely, Messrs,
Moncrieff and Campliell, who objected, although on difftrent grounds,
to the same paragraph being retained in tho acknowledgment of sing,
as to them it appeared that the cognizance of civil affairs did not belong
to a Church Court, and as the Preshytery had already declared, that it
was not proper to swear civil allegiance in an outh, imposed only by
the Church: hesidesasthe sinfulness of opposing the civil magistrate in his
just rights, was confessed in the acknowledgment of sins upon which the
Bond reduplicated, this would be equivalent to a blending of civil and
ecclesiastical matters in the oath of God.

In compliance with the suggestion of these brethren, the paragraph was
withdrawn from the acknowledgment of sing; to he the subject of a sep-
arate Act.  Tho views of these two Iast named brethren seem to have
involved tho acknowledged principles o1 our own times, on the power of
the civil magistratc—entire separation of eivil and ccelesiastical matters
—disunion of Church and State.

But notwithstanding the change in the position of the sentiments ex-
pressed in the parageaph, Mr. Nairn persisted in his dissent ; and, there-
fore, as in the opiniun of the Presbytery, he held views subversive of civil
magistracy, they felt themselves shut up to proceed against him aceord-
1ag tu the rules of the Chureh, unless e were prepared to retract.

When this was stated to him, ke desired it to be nuted that lus opini-
ons, oa the puints at iﬁ.ul.‘, as he had before imimated, were the same as
thuse of the old dissenters or Covenanters, and that he disclaimed those of
the Preshytery ; and when, on this statement being still made, he found
that Jus brethren were resolved that hie should either retract his anti-
government principles, or be subjected to the censurcs of the Chureh, ho
dissented from the Presbytery in a written document and withdrew.—
The Presbytery immediately appointed answers to be drawn up to Mr.
Nuirn's Reasons of Dissent.

Now, as theso answers have ever been regarded as forming a valuable
document, and as their value has been much enhanced in our own day,
as they aro sufficient to silence the calumny of those officious opponents
of our Church, who would wish the public to believe that we have
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mournfully departed from the principles of our fathers, it is neces.
sary that we dwell on the subject.  Forin these answers to Mr. Naim
wo can traco a striking resemblanco between the principles held by oue
carlicst fathers in the Assncinte Preshytery, on matiers of Chureh and
State, and those which have heen so luminously hrought forwanlin maod-
crn times.  Wo do not mean that there isperfect identaty, for that is not
necesaary, and could not be expeeted; but there is enough to identify
oursclves with them as successors in the same christian ¢ause, Let ug
take the following quotations from thiz document, in proof:—

* That as the defection of a nation from a reformation previously ate
tained, doth not deprive them of a right to choose civil magistrates for
themselves, and that as subjecti (6 thent, and abedience to their Jawful
conunands, continues a duty incumbent upon the minerity who adhere to
the covenanted reformation: so, also, that these civil rights of the na-
tion and their magistrates, did neither arise from, nor wero innovated by,
tho reformation once attained.  1'ruc reliion is not only tho Church's
blessing, but her very substance ; so that truo religion and a tme Churelt
cannot be divided.  Now, if true religion became a part of the civil
constitution, it inevitably follows, that the Clurch beeamo a part of the
Stato~—which doctrine, a3 it is absurd in itself, so it lays a plain founda-
tion for Erastianism, overthrowing the distinction hetwixt the kinzdom
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the kingdoms of this world. More-
over, if truo religion (swhich is spiritunl and supernatural) becamo a part
of tho civil constitution, then it could no longer remain a civil, but be-
como a religious, a spiritual, a supernatural, constitution.”

Again, “ The public good of outward and common order, in all rea-
sonablo socicty, unto the glory of God, is the great and only end which
thoso invested with magistracy can propose, in a solo respeet unto that
office. And, as in proscenting this end civilly, according to their office,
it is only over men's good nnd evil works that they can have any inspee-
tion ; 50 it is only over theso which they must needs tako coguizance,
for the said public good; while, at tho same time, their doing so, must
bo in such a manner, and proceed so far allenarly, as is requisito for that
end, without assuming any lordship immediately over men's consciences,
or making any encroachinents upon the special privileges and business
of tho Church : and, morcover, as the whole institution and end of their
offico arc cut out by, and liv within, the compass of natural prineiples, it
wero absurd to supposo that there could or ought to be any exercice
thercof towards its end in the foresaid circumstances, but what ean be
argued for, and defended from, natural principles; as, indeed, thero is
nothing cspecially allowted and allowed unto the magistrates by the
word of God and the Confessions of Reformed Churches, but what can
be so.”

Such aro the principles on the head of civil magistracy, and on the
entire distinction between Church and State matters, which were cater-
tained by the first fathersof ourChureh.  Ivweredifficult to say wherein
they differ from our own, cxcept in the fact and privilege of more full
development, to which the light of the age and clearer views of divino
truth and duty, have cnabled us to reach. But these statements are
sufficicnt to repel the slanderous aspersions of those who, having never
examined the subject, are, with gross inconsisiency between their prac-
tice and tho theories they profess to hold, still loud in their ungracious
and unfounded criminations.  Ifow lung will the absurd figment of an
cstablishmeny principle, as compatable with voluntary practice, and as
in any respeet scriptural, perplox the minds of many good men, and re-
tard tho progress of peace and unity, in different pants of the christian
church! Those who favour religivus establishments, have too often, and
we fear mahcivusly, delighted thumselves, and thought to injure us, by
representing our peculiar sentiments on these circumstantial points as
at variance with those of the founders of our Church, and have even
scandalized us as “ Apostate Scceders” In this Province, too, the
voico of calumny, on thesc points, has been iifted up in the most ungra-
cious and disgraceful manner, from a quarter whenco it should never
have proceeded, at a scason, and in 2 manner the most unsuitable, and
with results which, whilst they have left a stain on a denomination oth-
erwise respectable, havo been productive of no inconsiderable benefit to
ourselves. It is remarkable how God permits, not only his encmies, but
sometimes his own friends, to mistepresent and oppose tho truth, that it
may be moro fully exhibited, more clearly understood, more triumphantly

vindicated ; and it sometimes happens, and we doubt not will tumn out in

the case refeered to, that extremes mcet, that opponents become fricnds,
and see the hand of God in their own defeat, aml in bringing theny from
a labyrinth of prejudice and crror, into the puro and simple paths of
Seriptural truth. But this is a digeossion, in which, however, the wilter
having facts and experience fur confirmation, snust be excuzed.

—

The Aseociate Presbytery spent nearly three weeks at Stirling, in Sepe
tember, 1743, in completing their answers to Mr. Naien, with a defence
of their principles respeeting civil government  These were afierwands
published in a pamphict entitled * Answers by the Associnto Preshytery
to Reagons of Distent, given in to them by the Rev ‘homas Nairn, tos
gether with a Declaration and Defence of the Presbytery™s prineiples
anent the present eivil government.”

Alter the ease of Mr. Nairn had been thus concluded, we find tho
Preshytery cngaged jn the solemn work of religious vowing, or coves
nauting—swearing, with splifted hands, to be faithful, through grace, in
their allegianco to God, and subscribing their names to the soletmn cns
gagements.  They attached mueh importanco to this work, reganling it
ag a moral duty, and cujoining it as 3 tenu of ministerial  communion,
and alwo to be practised by all the members of the Chureh s goon as
they may see their way clear for its observance. Pethaps their views
on this subject were carricd too far, but that arosefram the ciccumatances
of the times, and the veneration which was justly cherished for tho re.
forming futhers, whoso honourable exertions, in the cause of religion,
they felt themselves bound to imitate.  Thete nre, doubtless, oceasjons
when the Lord's people may be called, in providence, to enter into such
soleam eonfederation and vows for mutual recogniticn and encourages
ment.  But from the scitled amd peaceful state of our own tanes, and
our cnjoyment of chiristian privileges without molestation, this work las
tallen into desuctude, and there scems to e no partientar ¢all for i
practice in this special manner.  But all will admit that it is the duty of
christiang, in some way or other, both in public and i private, to dde-
vote thomselves 1o the service of Gud, and in the strength of Nis geace
to engage to follow Christ through geod and bad report,

‘Tho nunber of munisters m the Awsociate Preshytery had now eo much
increuscd, and their business so greatdy accumulated, that it waa felt exe
pedient for them to divide nto ditferent Presbyteries, and therefore, on
the Hih of Qctober, 1744, they resolved 1o constitute themselvey into n
Synod, to be called The Associate Synod, and to connist of the thico
Presbyteries of Dunfermbne, Glasgow, and Fdwmburgh.  Each of theso
Presbytenes was appointed to hold sts first mecting on tho fourth Weds
nesday of November, ensming, and to obscave that day in fasting and ro-
ligicus exercises; and the whole Church was appointed to meet in
Synod for the first time, at Svirling, on the fiest Tuesday of March,
1745,

Without entering at preseat on any of the early proceedings of the
Associnto Synod, we shall close this communication by referring to the
political commotions of the country,duringthis momurable year, i which
the ministers and people of the Sceession took thedeepest interest.  Wao
have adverted to the loyal prnciples which were maintained and pub-
lished by the Associate Mimsters, and have scen that, nutwnhstanding
their Secession from the Judicatorics of the Chureh of Scotland, they
maintained their allegiance to their Sovereign, and yielded obedicnce
to all Jawful commands, They, mdeed, disclaimed the authority of the
King iu ceclesiastical matters, 1n which they acknowledge ne king but
Jesus, But in the exereise of legiimate authonity, m all the laws of the
State, they fult it thewr duty and ther privilege to render due subnussion
to existing authonity. They were the moust cunsistent loyalists i the
fand. For whilst they were conscientivusly lugal to the Great Kinyg,
and Head of the Church, and would permat nu infungancat un Has nghts
ful prerogative, they were at the samoe tune true and fanthful in all things
to carthly rulers.  Theirs was the divane maxum, * Reader to Ciesar tho
things which are Cxsar's,and to God the things which are Gud's.”  The
pure seripturai principles of loyalty which they professed, and had pub.
lished, were very soon brought to the test.  Fur the Rebellion broko out
in this year, 1745, and threw the country info a state of tumult and
alarm ; and among thoss who supported the reigning Monarch and tho
cexisting Government, the Scceders, both mimisters and people, tovk a
most prominent part. It 13 not our business to give details in regard to
this last cffort to restore the House of Stuart to the throne of their an-
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cestors; but we refer to the agitation which it occasioned iu order to in-
troduce some ancedotes respecting the part which the fathers of our
Chureh, so honourably to_themselves, took-in this important and perilous-
crisis.

“When General Hawloy was at Edinburgh, making preparations-for
opposing the rebel army, three hundred- Seceders, connected with the
congregation of Edinburgh, and neighbourhood, applied-to the Lord Pro-
vost to be allowed to tako part in the defence of the city. Thoy were
accordingly furnished with arms and ammunition from the castle.  They
hired a sergeant to teach them the military exereise, and marched under
colours bearing the following inscription: ¢ For religion, the covenants,
-king, and kingdoms. On the night when the rebels were admitted -into
the city, this bund stood to their post in the Infirmary-yard, and did not
carry back their arms to the castle, till they were informed that all oth-
ers inthe city had-already done so.

“«During the period that the rebels kept possession of Edinburgh, Mr.

Gib assembled his congregation for-public worship -at Dreghorn, neur
Colinton, about three miles west of the city. On tho first Sabbath of
their assembling_at this place, he addressed his people in the following
terms: ¢ The place where weare met should be putting us in mind of
what oceasionis our removal from our ordinary place of meeting, that we
may bring a concern of these things before God.  And here T would no-
tice unto you, that our not assembling inour ordinary place, appears war-
ranted in point of neecessity, and in point of duty. 1. In point of neces-
sity : that this congregation may, as far as possible, attain composure in
worship, as therein we have God and not man to deal with. 2, In
-poiut of duty : that-thus we may give an-open testiony, proof and doc-
ument, that we aro_resolved, through the Lord's grace, to come to.no
-terms with the encmy- that has power in the city ; but -to look on them
as enemies, showing ourselves to_be none of their confederacy. In our
-public capacity, it is felt that- we ¢ven -make 2 voluntary removal from
the place whera they are, as from the seat of robbers, showing ourselves
resolved that their scat shall not be ours.!

“After-the rebel army marched south to England, Mr. Gib, and his
congregation, returned to their usual -place of worship, when he made
the following-address to his people: *We have reason to acknowledge
providential kindness, in that, when removed from this-place, we have
yet been allowed to maet-within our own-bounds, where we had access
to something of that composure, withyut which, wurshipping assemblies
are in vain ; and-our very mectinga clsewhere,. during the time that the
Antichristian aad malignant party now in-armshad their seat here, have
been an open and necessary testinony against them, and of our purpos-
ing no confederacy with them, nor putting any confidence in them!

4 One of the stations where the rebels kept a principal guard was Co-
linton, in the immedinte vianity of wluch, Mr. Gib- preached for-five
succeasive -Sabbaths in the open air.  On these occasions, some of the
rebel guards were ordmarily. scen standing in the out-skints of the con-
gregation, listéning to hus prayers and discourses.  He had the courage
to cxpress, in thewr hearing, his abhorrence of the rebellion, and.a
-hope_that it would. be brought to a speedy tenmination. He presented,.
also, public prayers in therr heanng, cach Sabbath, for the safety of the
reigning soveraign, King George, for the support of his government, for.
a blessing on lns family, and for the preservauon of the Protestant suce-
ccssion 1 that fannly.  He prayed also, at the same tune, for the sup-
pression of the rehiellion, characterizing it as *an unnatural and aatichris-
uan rebellion, headed by a Popish Pretender” On one of these Sab-
baths, while some of the rebels were- standing before him, he read an
_Act of the Associate Synod-for a solemn fast, to be observed on the fol--
lowing Tucsday, which-Act was mainly-levelled-against the rebellion,

with a ¢allto pray. for. the _King, and -against the rebellion, in such ex- |-

press tenns as those already mentioned.  During thereading of the-Act,”
the rebels showed great displeasure, -and  threatened, in the hearing of

some of the people, to prevent the -observance of the fast, but though | ; .
m ¢ poop ¢ 1o T i |l Page 24, col. 2, line 11th from foot, for-«* expressed” -read  exercised.”

-they then attended, they were restrained from using any violenca.

s When-intelligence was received that-the -rebel army wero on their |-

roturn from England, and when -apprehensions- wero entertained of their
_paying another visit to the Scottish Metropolis, the Edinburgh Seceders

ware callod upon by the Sheriff, totakopartin defenco of the city. This |

call thay-cbectfully obeyed. The post assigned them was the College

Yard, which post, (says Mr. Gib) they kept ¢learning their exercise all-
at their own expense, till a sufficient body of military arrived.’’

“Tho Glasgow Scceders wero not behind their brethren in-Edinburgh
in manifesting their attachment to their Sovercign, at the present crisis.
They asked-and obtained arms from-the government. They -readily
obeyed n-call that was given them to attend the army -at Falkirk, and
some of them lost their lives in the disastrous battle that was -fought-in
that ncighbourhood. In several districts of the country the congregations
met-for the purpose of drilling, that they might be the better prepared
for- co-operation with -the regular troops, whenever their services might
be requived”  (Dr. McKerrow's History.)

The loyal spirit which the Seccders, throughout the country, display-
cd, was encouraged and regulated by the instruetions of their ministers.
Even the first fathers showed theirprowess and loyalty, The venerable Mr.
Ebenezer Erskine, when an- attack on Stirling was expected, made ex-
ertions in }aising soldiers to defend the town, and is said to have acted
as captain-to-one of the companics. One night, when danger was ap-
prehended, he appeared in the gusrd-room_in inilitary costume. Some
of those who saw him espressed their surprise, and urged him:to go
homo to his prayers, as-being moro suitable to his profession. But he
replied, “ I am determined to take the hazard ofthe night along with you,
for the present crisis requires the arms as well as the prayers- of all good
subjects.”

T'o these notices-may be added, in conclusion, -an anecdote, hitherto
unpublished, but which has been carefully transmitted and preserved in

_the family of the_writer, from its incidental connexion with his maternal

grandfather.  When the city of Perth and -its noighborhood were in the
hands of the rebels, Mr. Moncricff, of Abernethy, gave proof.of his bold
and decided loyalty, in- opposition to-the interests of the Pretender, by
praying publicly, and in the hearing of many of the-rebels, -for King
George the Second.  In_conscquence of the activity-and zeal of this
distinguished father-of our Church, in the causo of British liberty, both
he and his family suffered considerable annoyance. In his neighborhood
the Pretender’s friends were numerous and-powerful, -and indeed had-
such command over the district, that they exacted Cess from the inhabi-
tants in support of their cause. Mr. Moncrieff, who was proprietor of
the estate of Culfargic, peremptorily refused to pay tho Cess.  The con-
sequence was, that the rebel army-seized his-son, Matthew, afterwards
his successor n the ministry, and Mr. John Muckersie, afterwards min-
ister at Kinkell, then living in the family, both being students of divinity

-under Mr. Moncrieff, and carricd them as hostages to-Perth jail.  'When

the news of the scizure of theso young gentlemen, whoe were great favqr-
ites with the people, spread through-the neighborhood, tho large congre-
gation of Mr. Monericff scemed to tum out ina body, and, indignant at

-tho insult dono to the family of their beloved pastor, they proceeded to

Perth, and, crowding around the jail, deshanded the surrender of the two
prisoners.  They were told, however, by the leaders of tho-rebellion,
that their request could not be granted—that if they continued to barri-
cade the jail, and to create disturbance, orders would be given that- the-
two prisoncrs should be suspended -from the windows—a threatening
which they would have unscrupulously exccuted ; but that if they re-

-turned home quictly, no harm would befal the young men.  Thiscalmed

tho.multitude, and induced them to return; to which they were exhorted
by the two studcnts themsclves, who addressed the people from the win-
dow, assuring them that they need be under no appreliension, as they
were quite safe and comfortable. They were kept for several days in
the prison, where they regularly engaged in the worship of God with all
who joined them.  They wero at length set at liberty, and permitted-to
return to Culfargie.
To be continued.

E&RatA 1N ATaUsT- NUMBER.

—-95, col. 2, line 13th_from top, for *did suffer” read “did they

suffer.”
— 95, col. 2, linc 18th from foot, for “ 1745” read « 1741, asthe year
of Mr. Wilson’s death. . . .
—-96,¢col. 1, line 23rd from foot, for *“ previous” read “precious.”
— 96, col.1, line st from foot, for “reasonable” read « scasonable.”
— 96, col. 1, line 4thfrom foot, for* serenity” read *necessity.”
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THE BIBLE THREATENS ETERNAL PUNISHMENT IN
THE OTHER WORLD. =

(TRANSLATI‘.D FOR CANADIAN PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE FROM MICHALLIS l

Tho Sacred Seriptures threaten the continued punishment of sin, after
death, which they deseribe in very featful language, without accurately
determining in what it consists; but the most dreadful clement is, that
this punichment is eternal. It is indecd true, that there is atill a con-
troversy respecting the exposition of thoso paseages, in which the cnd.
loss duration of this punishment is the subject of discourse, [ be-
liove, for my own part, that to aflirm the restoration of all things with.
out love, would force us to a position that would lead us in the easiest
and most natural way to admit the eternity of hell punishment, yet wo
should expound passages of Scripture, not as if the cternal punishment of
hell was unrengonabie, that is, that it conflicts with the goodness and
righteousness of God.  When ono reads atleast the word efernal, which,
at all events, can well denoto a lengthened period of duration, extending
through Platonic ages, but in the New Testament is not used merely
in this extent of meaning, not even liko the Iebrew Olam, but more in
the determinate philosophical gense, like onr Gennan, cternal, which
also comes from aevum, an age, and like the Latin word acteruus, alen
derived from aevum—it therefore appears, at least, that this is the first
aenso that would strike a reader that the New Testament speaks of eter-
nal punishment, and consequently wo find no mention whatever of an
end of this punishnent, nothing of improvement or pardon in the other
world Al the paesagea which Origen, on the fifth chapter of Daniel,
and tho old advocates of the restoration of all things, (even some in the
first half of tho present century,) urge for their doctrine from the Bible,
aro so weak and completely torn from the connexion, that the later opo-
nents of the eternity of hell punishment, do nothing more than quote
them. Itis indced true, that from this silence, it is not at all probable,
that it can bo maintained, that in the world of punishment there is im-
provement, pardon, and after long punishment, consequent bleswedness,
or even destruction ; for God requires not to tell us what in the place
of punishment follows ; and does hie not allow us 1o conjecture the tnost
dreadful, that we might 1ho moro avoid that dreadful place, and thus not
expenience what succeeds, even if eseape were afterwards passible? That
wo require not to know. But by this complete silence anl by the sward
eternal, every reader taust think, as it behioves him, 1o aveid that pan.
ishment, must bo really eternal, nut in the indeterminate Hobpew, hut in
the more deternunate Greeh, Latin, and Germian sense of the ward

Some passages of tho New Testament, (for in that alone, and not in
the Old, du we find the cternity of hell punishment)* are more remarka-
ble on this point than others, and scem to possess a strange demonstra-
tivo power. Tho advocates and opponems of the eternity of hell pun-
1shment, have generally directed attention to Matthew xxv 46° * These
shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the rightenus inta life
cternal.”  Sinco the expression cternal, schen cternal lifeis the subject af
discourse, must certainly denote in a peculiar sense, eternal, that is un-
ending duration, so must eternal punishment, on the continry, he taken
in the same sense.  An acute author of the present age,to whom it
seems impossible to reconcile cternal punishment with the gondness of
God,t felt thus 5o strongly as tu be temptedto venture, not a critical, but
a theological conjecture, and to strike out the word cternal in its first
connexion. What I haso chiefly to urge against such theological enn-
jectures, will be fuund 1a the 104th paragraph of the Introductivn t the
New Testament, and hero tho chief objections against it is, that eternal
punishment is determined to bo the reading by all the manuscripts and
ancient translations.  Somo think the religion of tho New Festament
cannot be divine, if it threaten eternal punishment, when it would be
moro natural to maintain the foregone conclusion, the religirn of tho
Now Testament is not divine, than to alter the reading; for by tho al-
teration of the reading, according to sound reason, one could certainly
purgo tho Koran from every thing unrcasonable, from objections against

» The Old Testament certainly teaches us that there is punishment in
the next world, as in many parts of the Book of Job, the 17th and 29th
Psalms, at least according to my view, but of the eternity of that punish-
ment, I do not find in the Old Testament one express witness.

tEberhard, in the Apology of Socrates, vol. I. page 370.
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its divinity. It may be here noticed as a rematkable eircumstance, and
as altogether inconceivable, that werw it falee,in every paragraph wheto
eternal vccurs, it should have beea forced into onr manuseriptaand 1rana-
lations. Origen, by far she moet learned of all the Church fathers,
who treated the Biblo in a peculiatly critieal manner, and with
much diligence, denied, as is known, the cternity of hell punishe
ment  This man exertcd such an influcnce over the readings of the
New Testament, that even his mero conjectnres, which he found in
no manuscript, on that account certainly unjustly, after his timne, wern
introduced into tho greater part of manuseripts, and into our common
cditions.  Ho certainly would have changed the mode of teading had
heo then possessed or found any manuzeript (he lived in the third century)
in which efernal jid not stand with puniekment ; and it wonld be incon-
ceivable, did they ever exist, how they could ba so completely blotted
ont of all manuseripts and versions, that we ean find no variation. For
he is not the only ancient who maintained that ihere is an end of holl
punishiments,® and, therefore, it will be moro inconecivablo how orthodox
zeal could have falsified these passages, in all copies, in all versions;
and that elernal could be so inserted, that it is wanting in no hithesto
collected manuseripte; this is certainly the baldest interpolation and
chango by a heretic in any manuseript extant It ought to be naticed
that this discussion i merely about a word, which the orthodox trans-
criber would never think about, if he did not find it in his ancient man-
useripts ; the word eternal would not merit attention in the first contury,
and at least, long after the time of Origen, except we have it in many
manneeripts,  The copyist, for the most part, wrote down mechanically
what he found hefore him, like a8 a compositor does in printing, and
consequently wo continually find something omitted.

I must, neverthelese, admit, that this pagsago is not clearly demonstra-
twe.  Tho rule, that when a word ocenrs twiee in the eame paseage, it
ought to have the same rignification, is nnt 20 universal as iy sometimes
atated in hermeneuties. When [ would eny, that ctemnal punishment fol-
lows tho giny, which wo commit in a moment of tisme, atd esprera it po-
etically thus:

“Whea eternal pain follows on cternal transgression,”

then would the first and secund cicrnal nut mean the same thing, and 1
could only be understoud by muans of the conmexion, But how will this
apply to vur presunt pagsago 1 Whather 1t as Likddy that eternal must bo
differently unduistond 1o cunnction wath putishineat than with life, ev-
ery une must deermane for hunsdf, acconding to his judgment and ap

preciation of language.

It has truly surpnsed e, that among the upponents of the ctemity of
hell pumshment, T should koow of nune whe has advanced with a bold
step, and has smid, that eternal bath tinces, is to have no wider significa-
uon than, long enduning, and that ctermal life itself shall have an end, as
well as eternal pumshment.  Perhaps it may by gasd, and it may be as-
cribed mierely tu the deficieney of my reading in this species of bouks,
that T do not know more.  ‘Ulus objection could wnly really affect an
enthusiast, and oot a phudusopher, fur th. must powerful philosgphieal
objectiun agamst the cternity of hell punishment has always been, that
1t 38 better not to be burn than tu Lussess an ctornally conlanned exinr
ence, and that theindivedual canrightfully dunand of God that he should
rather not be, than cndure such overwhelming miscry in the world  But
this obyecuion remans the same, even if punishmant is nut of ctrenal du
rattun, but vnly exteady through an untold duration, and ifit then as wel)
as cternal bife, ternunates in destruction.

Stronger than the preceding passage, in my opinion, is Mark ix. 43—
50. Its conclusion is so decply and decisively expounded, that [
shall not hero point out any other translation, but shall transeribe mine
own, when 1 propose to mny readers what peculiarly appears to me aa a
demonstration of the doctrine of the eternity of the punishment of the
other world. * If thy hand prove to thee an offence and a cause of se-
duction, cut it off! It is better for thee to cnter maimed into lifo than

*lHicronymus has still friends who deny the etermity of hell punish,
ments.  On Isaiah xxiv. 22. he wnites. But that which follows, “ and
after many days they shall be vizited,” sceins to favour those who give
repentance to the devil and demona.
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with both hands to bo cast into hiell, into thoe unquenchable fire, whero
thoir worm dicth not, and their fire is not quenched,  And if thy foot of-
fend theo cut it off! It ia better for thea to enter lamo into lifo than
with two feet to o east inte hell, into the unquenchable fire, where their
wormn dicth not anid their fire is not quenched.  And if thy cyo offend
thee pluck it out? Tt ia hotter for thee to enter with ono eye into the
kingdom of God than with both eyes to ba cast into liell firc, whero their
wonn dieth not and their firo is not quenched ; for the entire man shall
Le salted with fire, like us every sacrifice is salted 10ith salt” 1 donot
here adduce the expression, unquenchablo fire 3 for T am fully convineed
that it may mean a firo which no one can quench till it has eompletely
destroyed every thing 3 hut much stranzer ia the thrice repeated denial,
“whero their worm dicth not, and their fire is not quenched.”*  Were it
hero eaid  their worm dioth unt, and their firo® is not quenched,” i as
much o8 to say their worm dicth not, and their firo is not quenched, xolong
as they exist, not till they aro destroyed ; yet thero would be no advant-
ago gained to the advocates of the termination of punishment, for there fol -
ows upon punistunent, not pacdon, not o more favorable atato of thinge,
but destruction, and the difticulty wounld only bo changed, not removed, For
how can it bo eaid that tho strongest objection against the eternity of future
punishment i, that the panished one isinero wretched than if God never
created him, amt could algo demand that God should not have ereated
him? But there is no difference, «ince after he has endured through centu-
ries, and spent his entiro existence in pain, yet no futurohappiness should
follow, which should compensate for his previous long misery. “Thisfavor-
able alicrnative docs not geem to be once admitted, for the entire nan, &e.,
which is equivalent to raying,~ceven a8 anoffering by which punishment
of sin i3 indicated, nmst bo proviously salted by divine command, so
tnust this in which the punishirent in the next world will be fully mani-
fested, be salted with fire, that is, rendered unchiangeable; for salt
ia the imago of preservation, to render £n object unchangeable.—
Phat this is really Christ's meaning, very many passages assert.  Of tho
meaning of that very much debated passage, 1know of no exposition
hitherto given, which sattsfies the words and tho connexion.

In thig place wo adduce the oxample of One who, in this controversy,
is not always thought of. 'Tho most perilous objection against the
cternal punishment of the othier world is, that it would be better for the
damned that they had not been born.  ‘Uho Bible scems not merely to
grant this consequenee, g sxpressly at least to aflimm it of a single
damned person.  Christ aays (Matt, xxvi. 24,) of Jwdas Iseariot : « Woe
to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It had been better
for that man that ho had never been born,” I the punishinent of the
neat world clozed after over so long a period, thers then would bo cer-
tainly cternally enduring blessedness for the reformed ; but of this Christ
makes no mention.

My aun 13 not pecuharly to demonstrato o doctnine of Senpture, but
to comparo what 1 hold to bo a threatening of sacred scripture with the
principles of reason.

“Thoughts on 1k Joctrines of the Holy Seripture on sin and satisfac-
tion ns a doetrine conforniablo to reason, by John David Michaelis®

Miscellaneons.

THE INFANT'S DREAM,

0O cradlo mo on thy kuce, Mamma,
And sing mo the holy strain,
'I'hat soothed mo last, as you fondly press'd
My glowing cheek to your soft white breast ;
Ior I saw a scene, when 1 slumnbered last,
That I fain would sco again, Mamma,
That I fain would sco again,

And smilo as you then did swile, Mamma,
And weep as you then did weep,

Then fix on mo thy glistening oye,

And gazo and gazo till the tear be dry,

Then rock me gently, and sing and sigh,
‘Till yon lull mo fast asleep, Mamma,
‘Till youlull mo fast aslcep.

For I dreamed a heavenly dream¢ Mamma,
Wlulo slumbering on thy kuce,

And Tived in a Iand where forms divine,

In kingdoms of glory cternally shine,

And the world T'would give, if the worlid were mine,
Again that land to see, Mamma,
Again that land 15 sce.

1 fancied we roamed in a wood, Mamnma,
And we rested as under a bough ;
When near e a butterfly faunted in pride,
And [ chased it away through the forest wide,
But the night cante on—1 had lost my guide,
And [ knew not what to do, Mamma,
And Tknew not what to do.

My heary grew sick with fear, Mamma,
Aud londly T wept for thee s
But a whito-robed mauden appeared m the air,
And she flung back the curls of her golden hair,
Aud she kissed me softly, cre I was aware,
Saying, * Como pretty babe withme,” Mamma,
Saying, ** Come pretty babe with tne.”

My tears nnd fears ghe quelled, Mamma,
And she led e far nwny s
We entered tho door of a dark, dark tomb,
And we passed through a long, long vault of gloom,
‘Then opencil our c¥es on a laud of bloom,
Awd a wky of endless day, Manuna,
And a sky of endlese day,

And heavenly forns wero there, Mamma,
And lovely cherubs hright ;
They smiled when they saw me, but T was amazed,
Aund wondering, around me gazed and gazed,
While songs were heard, and sunny robes blazed,
All glorious in the land of light, Mamma,
All glorious in the land of light.

But 2non cato a shining throng, Mamma,
Of white-winged babes to mo 3

‘Their oyes lovked luve, and their sweet lips smiled,

For they marvelles to meet with an exrthly child,

For they gloried Lhat I from tho carth was exiled,
Saying, * Hers over blessed shalt thou be, pretty babe,”
*Oh! here ever blessed shalt thon be.”

Then Timixed with the heavenly throng, Mamma,
With serap im and cherubim fair;
And T eaw, a3 T roamed iv the regions of peace,
T'ho spiritg wh had fled from tho world of distross,
And theirs wery the joys 1o tonguo can express;
For they kue v no sorrow there, Mamma,
For thoy knetr no sorrow there,

Do you mind wh.n sister Jane, Mamme,
Lay dead—shors time agone ;

And you gazed on the sad but lovely wreck,

With a tflood of woe that you could not check,

And your lieart was so sore, that you wished it would break,
But it lived, and you aye sobbed on, Mamma,
But it lived, and you ayo sobbed on.

But oh ! had you boen with me, Mamnia,
In tho realms unknown to earo,
And scen what I saw, you no'er had cried,
‘Though they buricd pretty Jano in the grave when shedied ;
For ghining with tho blest, and adorned liko a bride,
My sister Jano was there, Mamma,
Sweet sister Jane was theto.

Do you mind of the silly old man, Mamma,
Who came late, late to our door,

When tho night was dark and the tempest loud,

Oh! his heart was meek, but his soul was proud,

And his ragged old mautlo sorved for his shroud,
Ero the midnight wateh was o’cr, Mamma,
Ere the midnight watch was o'er.

And think what 2 weight of woe, Mamma,
Made heavy cach long drawn sigh,
As the good man saton papa’s old chair, ..
Whilo tho rain dropped down from his thin, groy hair,
As fast as the big tear of speechless care, -
Ran down from his glazing eye, Mammia,
Ran down from his glazing eye.

And think what a heavenly look, Mammas,
Flashed through cach trembling tear,

As ho told how ho went to tho Baron’s stronghold,

Saying, “ O let mo in, for the night iscold,”

-But the rich man cried, ¢ Go, slecp in the wold,

* For wo shicld no beggars hero, old man,
“«For we shicld no beggars here.”,
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Well ; ho was in glory, too, Mamma,
As happy as the blest can be s
He necded 1o aling in the maansions of light,
For ho mixed with the patriarchs clothed in white,
And there was not a seraph had a erown moro bright,
Or a costlier rabo than he, Mamma,
Or & coatlier robo than he.

Now sing, for [ fain would sleop, Mamma,
And dream a3 T deeamedd before ;
For sound was my slumber and aweet was my rost,
While wy epirit in the kindom of light was a yueat,
And tho heart that has throbbed in the elimea uf the blest,
Can lovo thia world no more, Manuua,
Can lovo this world no mote.

DR. DODDRIDGE'S DREAM.

Dr. Doddridge agreed with Dr. Watts, Dr. Jortin, Dr. Johnson, aml
other distingnished wen of that period, that Supernatural interferencee
of Providence may, to o cerlain cxtent, still occur. 'I'ho followiug is
related by the Rev. $amuel Clark, of Birmingham, then a pupil at Nor.
thampton 1—

“ Pr. Doddridge and my father, Dr. Clatk, had heen ano ovening con-
versing npon the nature of tho separato state, and of tho peobability that
the ecenes on which the soul would gnter upon leaving the body waonld
bear some resemblance to thoso with which it had heen conversant whilst
on eatth; so that it might, by degrees, be prepared for the sublimer hap.
piness of tho IHeavenly World, Thie, and other conversation of the
samo kind, was tho immediato oceasion of tho following dream i—

“ Dr. Doddridio imagined himself dangerously ill, at a {ricnil's house,
in London, and that after lying in that state for some time, biszout Jeft
tho body, and took its light in somo kind of fino vehicle, which, thouzh
very different from tho body it had just quitted, was siill material,  Ho
pursucd us couras until ko was somo thstance from the enty, when turn-
ing back and viewing the town, he could not forbear saying to himself
“how trifling and vain do tho affairs which tho inhabitants of this placo
aro 8o cagerly cmployed in, appear to me, a separato spirit At lenzth,
as ho was continuing his progress, although without any certain direc-
tion, yet easy and happy in the thought of tho universal Provilence of
God, which extends alike to all states and all worldy, ho wasmet by one
who told him, that ho was sent to conduct him to the placo appointed
for him, from which he concluded that it could ho no other than an nn.
gel. They went on together, till they camo in sight of a spacious build-
ing, which had tho air of a palaco: upon which he inquired of his soide
WHAL 18 wvaey and waa tolid that it was the placo assigned for his residenco
at present.

“‘T'ho Doctor then observed, that when upon earth he had read, that,
¢ Eyo hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither huve entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love hims 1
Cor. ii. 9. ! For sinco the beginning of the world, men have not heard,
nor perecived by tho car, ncither hath the eye seen, O God, besides thee,
what lie hath prepared for him that waiteth for him.’ Isa. lIxiv. 4.2
whereas lio could easily conceive an idea of such building as that befora
hiny, though somewhat inferior in point of clegance. ‘The answer his
guido made was such as, from the conversation he had had with his
friend, the eveming before, miught easily sugzgest ; it was that soine of the
first scenes that presented themselves to his view, would bear a resem-
blanco to thoso ho had been aceustomed to upon tho carth, that his minl
might be gradually prepared the more casily to behold the unknown glo-
ries which would bo presented to his viow hereafter. ¢ By this time they
wero como up to the palace, and his guide led him through a ealoon into
an inner apartment, whore the first things ho observed was a golden cup
upon a table; on this cup was embossed the figuro of a vino bearing
grapes.  Ho asked his guide the meaning of it, who told him that it was
tho cup out of which our Saviour drank new wino with his disciples in
his kingdom, and that the carved figures were to signify the union be-
twixt Christ and His peoplo ; implying that as the grapesderive all their
sweetness from the vine, so the saints, even in 2 stato of glory, arc in-
debted, for their virtue and happiness, to their union with their iinmortal
Head, in whom they aro all completo.”  Whilst they weré thus convers-
ing, ho thought he heard a gentle tap at the door, and was informed by
his guido that it was a signal of his Lord's approach, and intended to
prepare him for tho interview. Accordingly, in a short time, ho thought
that ho beheld his Lord enter the chamber, upon which ho cast himself
down at His feet, when o graciously raised him up, and with a look of
inexpressible complacency, assured him of His favour, and kind aceept-
anco of his faithful services; and as a token of peculiar regard, and of
the intimato friendship with which He intended to honour him, e took
the cup, and after drinking of it himself, gave it into his hands, which
the Doctor thought he declined, astoo great a favour and honour; but
his Lord replied, as He did unto Peter, with regard to washing his feet,* If
thou eriizk not with me, thou hast no part with me.! Thissceno, ho said,
filled him with such a transport of gratitude, love, joy, and admiration,
that o was ready to sink under it; his Master scemed sensiblo of it,
and told him that he should leave him for. the present, but that it would
bo long before ho repeated his visit, and that in the mean timo ho
would have cnough to cinploy his thoughts, in reflecting on the past and
in contemplating the objects around him. ¢As soon as his Lord was re-
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titedd, and his mind became a little compused, lie observed that the reom
was hung arouad with pictures, and upon esamining thein atteriively,
he discovetad, 1o hie great surptise, that they reprovented the history of
his own life; and all the remarkable scencs he had passed throngh, bein
thua pourtrayed in the must lively manner, it may be oasily imagine
how they wonld atfect lna mnd. — ‘The many temptations awl triais ho
iad been expoeed to, the signal inatances of the Divine Gooldnens to him
it the ditferent petiods of his life, which by this means wero at once fully
toptetented to his view, again excited the sirongest emotions of gratl-
tudo and lose, especially when ha condidered that o was boyond the
reach of future distress, amd that all the purposes of the Divine Luve and
Morey towants him, were at lenghhappily fulfilled.  “Uhe cestaey of joy
and thankfuliess into which these new ideas thiew hitn was a0 great,
that ho awoke?

« For aamo considerablo tine, howarer, afier ho arase, the finpreasion
continued o strong and lively, that tears of joy towoed down his cheeks,
and he gaud that he never renrembered, on any oceasion, tohave felt son.
timenta of devation, lave, amd geatinmds, equally impressed on his mind,

w1t was under the influenco of thia dream, that De. Doddridge wrote
the follawing beautiful Hymn.  Philippiana {0 24

« While on the vorge of life 1 atand,
And view tho scenie on either hand,
My spirit struggles with its clay,
And longs to wing its Hight away.

« Wheto Jesus dwells my soul would be;
1t fainte, my muchedoved Liard to sco
Iarth, twine no mare around my heart,
Far, oli! twere belter to depatt.

¢ Come, yo angelic envoys, como
And lead the willing pilarim honte:
Yo hnow the way to that bright ‘Theone,
Rgureo of my joys amd of your own,

¢ That interview, how Lless'd and aweet,
o fall in transport at his feet,

Raid in his anna to view His face,
Phrough the full beamings of His grace.

«"I'o go Heaven'a shining courtiers round,
Fach with immortal gloties crown'd!
Aud while His form in each, [ trace,
With that fraternal band embraco.

* As with a seraph's voice to sing!
"o fiy as on a cherub’s wing!
Performing with unweatied hands,
A present Saviour's high commands,

* Yot with these prospeeta full in sight,
I'll wait thy signal for my tlight 5

And in thy servico here below,

Confuss that Hoavenly joys may grow.' "

THE FAMILY.

The word fanuly 13 a sacred one, cven among the chiidten of the world,
‘There is a hallowed tenderness sbout it, which few, save the wickedest, do
?ot in sonte measure feel.  Once of their own pocts hias thus expressed the
ecling:

Beneath the foulest mother's curse
No living thing ean thrive ;
A'mother is a mother still,
The holiest thing alive.

I by no means accord with the sentiment contained in hese words 3
the language is too strong. Still it shows the warld’s feeling ax to the
stirength and sacredness of the family bond.  And there is much of truth
contained, ar at lcast implied in it. No other earthly circle zan be com-
pared with that of the family. It compriees all that a human heart
most values and delights in. It is the centre whese all human aflec-
tions meet and entwine, the vessel into which they all pour themsclyes
with such joyous freedom. There is no one word which containa in it
20 many endearing associations and precious remembrances, hid in the
heart like goll It appeals at once tn the very centre of man's being
—his “ heart of hearts.” Al that is sweet, soothing, tender, and true, is
wrapt up in that one name. It epesks not of one circle or one bond ;
but of tnany circles and many bonde—all of them near the heart. The
family home, the family hearth, the family table, family habdite, family
voices, fainily tokens, family salutations, family meledics, family joys
and sotraws 5 what o mine of tecollections lies uader that one word ¢
‘Take these away, and earth becomes a mere churchyard of crumbling
bones ; and man as g0 many grains of Joosened eand, or at best, but asthe
frazments of a tori flower, which the winds are scattering abroad.

All that is beautiful in human relationehip, or tender in human affec-
tion, or gentle in human intercourse ;—all that js loveable and precious
in the movements of a human heart, from its lowest depth to i1s upper-
most surface, all these are wrapt vp in the one neme of family. For
close-knit bonds, for sicadfast faithfulness in love, for depth of sympathy,
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endurance in trisl and danger—where shall we find anp shat can be
tomparcd to the story of carth’s family citcle 1 Comjugal love, patental
love, (lia} love, beotherly love, sisterly love,~all are here. The many
streams of human aflection empty themaelves into 31, or flow out of it for
the festility and gladness of the ensth.

We need not wonder, then, that this name should be cliosen as one
of the Chutch’a peculiar names,  God del:glia ia it as the name by winch
his company of chosen ones is 10 be specinlly called, T FasiLy or
Gop—thnt is the Churrl's pame.  As ench hie duelle ja the nudet of it,
and watches overit.  His dealings with it are those of o father—fond
yet strict—loving yet wire—titting anongst his chitdren, having his
cyes oneach, and vrdering i lus giacious wisdom ald tlicconcerns of his
hovachold,

Thete 18 one thing that stkes os mach concetning this family, Tt
is the way 1n which Chilet speahs of the speuial inicrest which e
takes 1n each membes. * Thnee dhat dhoo gasese me T have kept, and
none of them islost.”  How ke the fanuly feeling ! Each nawe, ench
tace 18 known ; known eo famiiarly that the leastand youngeat wonld at
once be missed,  The placewhere cach aits, the room which cach oc-
cupies, the ume of ther gung ont and coming in, ther luuks, theie ha-
tute, their wnes, nre eo thoreughly hnown, that the moment any one is
absent be s igyeds And then no othier ean sapy'y his place. Hia absence
makes & blank which none but lumieelf can fill.  An acquamtance or
fellow-townsman may drop away aud never hie muesed. Elis place is eae
iy filled upby another.  Not eo wah o member of the fami'y, A brenk
there 19 A digmal biaok. and when deaih has eatnied off a benthier, a #is-
ter, or a parcat, who, or what, can cver fill sheir room?  When one
flower fades, nnother eprings _up, fresher pethaps, and more fiagsant -
and we forget the faded onc. But the withered family flower can have no
successor § it dics, and there §s o blank forever.  Might it not be with
some such feeling that Jesus looked round upon his vast honecho'd
circle, and, while surveying each well-known face, gave thanks thar
not one was lost: an if he could not have eparcd o nuch as once of
those whon the Father ind given bitn,—Rev . Bonar.

SELF KNOWLEDGE AND RESTRAINT.

The reflcctions to which T have been led in epeaking of consis'ency
of Christian character, suggest the importance of urging upon you the
government of your paesions. A man who has na control over his pas.
sions, is justly compared to a ehip at sea, which is driven by ficres winde,
whule she neither §s governed by the rudder nor steered by the camipnee
By indulgence, the passions gain strength very ropidly ; and when ance
the habit of indalgense s fixed, the moral condition of the sinner is most
deplorable, and almiost despesate.  To preserve consistency, It is necess
sary to be well acquainted with the weak points in our own charncter tn
know sometlung of the sirength of ovr passions, and .t gunrd heforehand
against the occasions and tempiations which would be likely to eause
us to act inconmstently wah our Christian profession  Maoy men have
successflully contended with their own passions, and althongh naturally
of & hasty and irritable temper, have, Ly ‘canstant discipline, brought them-
sclves 1nto a habitual stare of equanimuity ; 8o that, however they may be
conscious of the strugglings of the natural passions, they ate kep! so com-
pletely under restrmng, ihat to others they do nat seem 10 exist —~The
anecdote which is telated of Socrates and the Physingnomist, ia instrue-
tive on this point. When the latter, upon examining the lines of the phil-
osapher’a face, pronounced that he was a man of bad temper, and exceed-
ingly irascible, the disciples of Socrates laughed him to ecorn, as having
betrayed the weakness of his art, by ro totally mistnking the true disposi-
tion of their master; buthe checked their ridicule, by acknowledging that
his natural temper had been truly represented by the physiognomist, but
that by the discipline of philosophy, he had been able to ncquire such a
mastery over his pas<ions, that their existence was not apparent T
achieve a victory of this kind is more honourable than to conquer in the
field of battle ; according to that of the wise man, * He that is slow to
anger is better than the mighty ; and he that roleth his epirit, than he
that taketh a city.” And again, “He that hath no role over his own
spirit, is like a city that is broken down, and without walle.” Tearn then,
my young friends, to bridle your passions, and govern your temper, from
your eatliest days.—Dr. Alexander.

“ THIS HAND NEVER STRUCK ME."

We recently heard the fullowing most touching jncident. A litle boy
had died. His body was laid out in a darkened room, waiting to be
Jaid away in the lone, cold grave.

- Hia afllicted mother and bereaved litile sister went in to look at the
sweet {ace of the precious sleeper, for his face was beautiful even in
death. As they #tood gazing vpon the form of one so cherished and
beloved, the little girl asked to take his hand. The mother at first did
not think it best, but as her child repeated the request, and seemed very
anxious about it, she took the cold bloodless hand of her sleeping boy
and placed it in the hand of his weeping sister. The dear child looked
at it a moment, caressed it fondly ; and then Jooking up to her mother,
through the tears of affection and love, she said, “Mother, this little
hand never struck me.”

What could be more touching and lovely?

Young reader, have v-u always becn go gentle to your brotliers and

sisters, that, were you (o dic, such a tribute as this could be paid to
your memory!  Could a brother or rister take your hand, were it cold in
death, and say, * This hand neser sttuck me.”

What an alleviation of out grief, when we are called to patt with fricnds,
to be able to semember only words and actions of muteal kindnees and
love. Tow bitter inust be the sorrow, and how ecalding the tears of teo
morze of an unkind child, a« he Jooks upon the cold form, or etands at
the grave of a brother or sister, a lather or a miother, towards whom he
had “manifested unkindacse, Lot us all remember, that whatsocver
we gow, in this respect, that we ehall aleo reap.— 1Well-Spring.

Dao Tavrrr,.—When moralists and phidesophers of 2)l sorts #et about
teasoning on the phenomena of the world we live in, and, contemplating
the mass of hunian nusery to be found therein, teace it to all the featful
crines thag since the fail of man have found thesr way into the heart, they
overinok one hnle canse of suffering, which bhights mure happincss and
ncu.taiizes a greaier portion of Cud's bounteous favours than all the other
heinms enorminies of our depraved race pus together.  This hateful,
stealthy, heart desiroying biight is ofien lound where crerything like
Atrucious vice s utterly unknown, and where many of the highest virtues
flounieh, Probuy, hiberaliy, temperance, observant piety, may all exist
wath a sour temper, yet, many a human being has been hung in chains
whose jusily pumzhed decds have ot caused one hiundredth part the pain
to hus leilow -men which a cross temperasnent is sure to give. [low ofien
has a bright suany day nisen upon a hiealihy, prosperous, gay-apirited ace,
eachhiout of which, * though biessed with all thay leaven can,’ has been
posoncd, muddewed, and endered hateful to every member of it by the
habutual dl-humor af s head! Yet all the reprobatfon east on such a
onc 1s summed op in the geatle phraee, @ Hels a tircsome man,” or * She
has a dieagrecable temper, poor woman,”

Fettens ox Tar Parss 1v Fraxce.—A Proteatant journal in Lower
Britany recently stated the fact, without reflection or comment, that five
Romamsts in Edinburgh had been canverted to Protestantiem, The
prefeet of the depantment, regarding this 29 an attack on the Papal relis
gion, addressed the editor n 1carning, in which he says, ** It you do not
abstain absolutely from all aliusions of this kind, I will not hesitate to
make you fcel the power with which I am armed.”

Reerxnt Scexe 13 * 7us Vanngvs.,”—On Sabbath 11th July last, sbout
two hundred workmen, Roman Catholics, had assembled in La ‘Tour to
hold a soirce.  Afier having avtended the Popish worship in the forenoon,
they came 10 hear M. Peyrot, the Protestant minister, in the afiernoon.
On leaving the service, they aaid they had never heard anvthing like it
anything so gead, They also asw bapueus administered by him, and were
steuck wath tue Erotestant mode.  * Why,” they said 1o some of the Vau.
dois, * you are Chinisuans 100, as wellas we , there it no difference.” * No,”
was the reply, *“ no difference, except the Pop eand the payment.” They
afierwards came asking Bibles, which were given them, to the number of
twenty-two or twenty-five.—II, & F. Record.

“ What shall T preach about?* inquired a clergyman on a visit to a
neighboring pastor, as they sat together in the pulpit ; ** are the people
who are here to-day principally professors or non-professors 3 “ Preach
the Gospel,” was the reply; ** they are all sinners, and they need it.”

MMany Ausbands are kept from following the Lord fully by their wives ;
and many wires kept back by wheir Ausbande; it is happy when such
are * helps meet” for each other, It is Satan's policy to tempt, by

those who nre dear to us. Adam by Eve, and Christ by Peter.
N E——
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