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THE GOUIN MINISTERS.

They are Men of Ordinary Calibre and Easy To Be

Replaced.

Tilt' chiir nii>(iii iii-m'd bv the Gouiii Government for continuing

it in iHiwcr is tlu' Jl^tttn^ion liuit it is a lm^iness (iovcrnnitnt.

Tliey would havt- us believe that it would be a (ahunitv t.i put tlicni

out of ofVire. If the whole truth wiTe kno'.vn concei-ning thi? adminis-

tration the eleetors of the Province wouhl likely conclude tliat it would

be more of a calamity for the 4nembers of the Government than for

the Provin(e.

The men whom Mr. (iouin has chosen a: hi- ass(xiale.s in the Cabi-

net are not u>ually consiilered of more than ordinary ability. Some say

that thi< i- why thr lea<!er e!ios<' them. Tl'iev are ea.sy to lead.

Hut, be that as it may. it is well tu Wiif in inind the fact that Mr.

(iouinV ministry has no iiionoix)ly of'br4ins or business aitilily. The

market, is not cornered. They i an be r(>|)htce<l. and after their replaceal

the business of the Provime will pro' einl a^ usual and its prosperity

will not be checked.

Til Mr. .T. M. Tcllicr. K.Cf: Lli.l>., the distinguished le.wler of the

OjilKisitioM. the ProviiK-e has axailable a man who could serve it with

advantiige to the people ami Vrv^lit to himself.

During his leadership of the Opposition Mr. Tellier ha.s proved

iiimself a man of wide views and business ability. He ha.s treated all

public i|uesti()ns from the standpoint of a statesman and a patriot, and

many of the measure> for which the Gouin Government to-day would

take cretlit were >ngirested by :Mr. Tellier and through his persistent

advocacy became law.

There would have bed po Montreal jail scandal 1 ad Mr. Tellier

been Premier. His plan regarding the expenditure of money for good

roads, which is hereafter referri'.l to, must appeal as a much wis^r one

than that propose<l liy the Government.

No one \dll likely claim that ^fr. Tellier could not secure men of

equal abilitv and character to replace the other iriembers of the Gouin

Cabinet.

No, the personnel of the Government is not itself a reason for

keeping it in power.



Tliev say, look on tlii.s picture, poiiitiiiK to themselves, and tlien oa

that, pointing? to tlicir record. What about their reconl?

lift ii> f'onsider it a;.d see if it is .su<'li that it wotild make ordinar-

ily go<jd busiiier^ men proud.

THE FINANCIAL RECORD.

Ministers Spent More Money Because They Collected More in

Taxes, Etc.

Let us consider on what tlie Government bases its pretension of be-

ing a Ijusinet'S Goveriuuent.

First they attempt to prove their statement by comparison. Ttiey

compare their Governmeiit witii tlie (Conservative (lovernment of 181)1

to 1811?, and say " see what we have done."'

Now, it would be untrirj to deny that thi' Gouin tiovernment lia^

spent more money for ditier-^nl puii)()ses, of tliemselves good, than did

the ]irevious Conservative Government. They had it to spend.

The last Conservative Government at Quebec followed a Liberal re-

g me of such riotous expenililurc that the treasury was (leplcttHi an<j

the credit of the Province hrou;rlil co its lowest el)b.

This Conservative Government could not give away millions. There

were none to give.

The ministers in that Government -had to think about paying the

(lebt> which were the legacy of the Lihch'il Government tlicy succeeded.

They could not repudiate these debts on the ground thiU they had

been contracte<l by tlie Liberal Government. They had to devise means

to pay them. They met the situation like men, honoral)le men. business

men.

True, they had to le\y new taxes, and their opponent« called them

a Government of tax gatherers. They had to borrow money, too, and

now the present Provincial Treasurer taunts them a-s borrowers.

Yet, withal, it mu>i he conceded that it was the predecessors of the

present Government that brought the Province out of the Slough of

Despond into which it had been cast by the Liberals, and it is manifestly

unfair to compare the present regime with the last Conservative regime.

The circumstances are different and circumstances alter cases.

It it worth while, however, to note right here that these taxes, levied

as a matter of necessity by the Conservatives, have been continued right

up to this year by the Gouin Government.



There was need of these tiixes during the Conservative re^'inle.

riiere has not been tlie same neixl during the pa^l ten years.

The special ne«l and tlie spei'ial circumstances un<ler whicli they

were levied have long pa.^ed away, hut the taxes have (mm., .ontinued.

Did vou ever consider tlie extent to whi<h yon are U'lng taxed .^

WHERE THE TAXES ARE FELT.

If vou i-re unfortunate enough to get s.ied tlie Cnvernnient adds to

the <'t»^t bv re.,uiring the clerk of the court to put a law sta.up on the

prmetMings, for which you have to pay. The Couin (Invenii.MM.t col-

I.Mtc<l .$-iSf,,;U(;.ln last vear fnmi law sta.nps.

If vou buv a home and pav *1.(M)0 the Covminicni taktN .^0 cents

from vou bv means „f the registration < f vour d,..d. The registrar re-

ceives the skimps from the (Jovennnent and vm. haxc to pav for them.

If you want to mortgage your home you ii.u>t pav ilu- (u)vernment

for the stamp when the mortgage is register.'d

A-ain. when vou pav ot! the mortgage and uant il di-clmrge.l you

must pay the (iovernment for a.iother rt.up ..^ration -taii,p tor whuu the

registrar collect,*. , ' ,> • , .

Thr Government received from the oeople of ihi.^ I'rovince la.t year

«172 507. t;o for .•(gistration st;;mps.

'if vou had hceii left a legacx o.' !t;.-..OUO or more by a friend or rela-

tive voti did not -et it all. Tie (louin (b.veniinrnt -ot part of it, It

got anywhere up to .*.-.0() of the amount, according to the person trom

whom the legacv came. .. ; ^ , ,,

The Covei-ument took over a million dolla.- la-t voar m.t of the

i.eople of this Province by this means.

Thev took ah.mt tl.ree .p'.n-te.-s of a million dollars inm, tirm.. or

co.nmercial corporations doling busine^ ir the Province. They could

not carrv on business without paying toll to the (Jouin Government.

Now tiiere was some season for these taxes twenty years ago. Ihe

Government had to have the i.ioney. The Opposition raised such a hue

,nd e:v against the Government on aa-ount of the imposition of these

verv taxes that the Conservative (iovem.nent was defeated.

TAXES NOT NOW NECESSARY.

Did the Liberal Government in power do awav with these taxes

which thev said were unnec^essarj- and unjust when in opposition ? Xay,

verily, they did not. They have been continued to this very year.
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"ii ,i,.i)iinl dl' the incrt'jisctl rc\<>nut' tht^f tii\c- loiiM \\n\r Imvh dis-

. i.ntiiiiiixl M'iii- .ii,'(>, li\it thi.x (iovcrniiiont. which jii^^^les with niiliions,

Wdiild Mi)t h:,\r h;i<l tile million- lu jii^"^lc with if Ihi'v hail <li-< oiitiiiiMMl

these spn iiil tn\c-.. 'I'lii' <Jo\ffiiiiH'iil iimsi him' the iiiillKni- ami the

taxes Were ( ontiniii'il.

The CoiiscrvaiiM'-; iiail to h'W tliii^c taxes to |'ay the dehts of the

pre\i(iiis I.ilicriil iidniiiiistraiiiiii. The (Iciuin (iovcrnriK'iit I'liiiinwe?)

these to have numes to ^|lelld.

Another thing alli'ii-ed as itoiiI' that the |prcseiit <iovi'riiini:nt is a

business (loverrinient i- ihe iiinca-ed re\eiiue.

Thev trll IIS ihat in l>!0 ulieii the Coiiserviitives went out ot power
the ordiiiarv n\eniie wa> only $:i,^'M.!it;t;.-.'-J, while hist var it

was! $',(>:!2.i44.!i!>. and ask uhrtiier this is not proof of husiiios ahilitv.

Well, it (lo<'P not take a Ncrv smart n'an to siiiiplv takr what i- u'im'II

to him.

If till' reveiuic of the Proviiuc is jrreater now than twriif. years

ago it is not due to the (ioirin (lovcrrur nt, and the Provincial Trrasun r

admitted the ta( I in his 'huAt'.Uiid^ret -peech. Here are his words when
speakiii;.' ot' the incriasc iu'reVeniie :

"In almost every instiiilc'o'tjiesc increases mav he ax rihcd [•< the

ii!( rea-ni'r wealth of the Tro'! i;i'irr, irsiiltinu' from the wonderful coin-

inercia! ami industrial artivity i>ioiir |>oo|d'-. ami to the unhrokt-n per-

iod of good times through wliich iLic'r/iiuitry has passed during <o many
years and which we hope will long ((fi'iiinue."

This should h<> conclusive as regifri'ls the pretension that im- iii-

a-ed revenue is prix)f of a hnsinessXiovernnunt.

HOW TAXES PILED UP.

l-ct us compare the last year of Conservative rule with the la-t lis,a]

.\car of tiic (iouin (jovernment, tl at is, the year ending June :ioili. imi,
:iiiil II itc how nK:> h more the present Government received from a few

.•oiirces of revenue.

The revenue from licenses, hotels, siiops, ete., was (JO percent, inraic'r

last year than it was in the year ]s;t(i-',l7 when the Conservative (ioxern-

ment \ cut out of power. The Gouin Government eolleetwl $:!.")•.'. !>;.."jS

more last year tiian did thi> Conservative (Government in the year in

• jiiestion.

Tlie revenue from duties on successions was 367 per cent. Jiiore.

'I'he (iouin Govern lent collccte<l •$842,585.18 more than the ( 'on-

servativc (ii'Vcrnmeni did.



'riit' taxes on (•..riiinca iai (<)ri..,ralioiis ha.! iii.r.'H-.'.l M ,„.r ,.,.„f

Thr (M.^,,^M,.•,u >„ll,...i,M .•5.-.;;,:il.|:i moiv t!.„n ,li,l tl,.' Coiiser.aUve
(iovcrriii ciu.

|'lu' rcvciiii- Cn.iii laiwls aii<l lor.«.ti< Imd iin.Tease<l 41 percent, and
ii'- <;'.^'rn.M.Mt roii.rt.M >i^:i7^j,ii\i]M m.,re than did tho prfvi„us Con-
MTvativt' adinini-tration.

Til*' total r.ncnue from tho public doniaiii liRd increaawl 56 per
cc.pt. and the Gouin ndniinif-tration collected Ia.t year $501,486.37 more
tiiaii did the CoiKcnativcx during the last year thev were ia power. And
so on tlir<m;;hout the «liole list. The revenue from fish and gan.e had
incresae<l 3;{r [ler cent.; the revenue from minc^ IDOr per cent.

I'.iil these increases were not due to anvthinir done hv the Gouiu
<;m..rnni.nt. hut ratiier, as the Provincial Treasurer said, "to the won-
derful .onmiercial and industrial ailivity of our i)eople and to the
unlirokfii period of good tiTnes."

Till' inrreased reveiJi,. nuike^ no proof in favor of the (louin (Jov-
ei'iiiiU'tit.

THE FEDERAL SUBSIDY.
lii'ii. .•l,^'aiIl, there is the nuitter of the Dominion suhsidv. Wlieu

the ( on>( rvatives wer*' in power twenty years ago the Province rweive<i
li-"ni liic Dominion (ioveniiuent nearlv $959,2:?3. Xow it receives
•$i,'>'':'.ll«. to.

Kc, ,iu>e the Dominion of Canada pays the Province of Quebec $599.-
NtiV.Mi ni.ne than it did twenty years ago is no piwf of the business
sairai ity of the (Jouin (Jovernment.

Dr. a,t:=!in, take the revenu- from our lauds and forests, whicli last
year ua> •<1.7()1.17;;.1 '. I?,>caiise there are men willing to huv our
crown lands and timber and our Government is willing to sell, does not
justify the Government in claiming the title of a business Government.

And so on down through the list. The fact that the Government has
lliTough niinccessary taxation and the prosperity and expansion of busi-
ne.ss interests, lia^l more money, as it wre. force<l into its treiusury, is

iiothin^r for which the Goveriunent is entitled to any special praise.

For example, the Government received in succession duties from the
assets of .^ix individuals alone who died during the year. $523.1,3r.43,
but it will hardly be contended tiiat the Governnieiit is entitled to credit
because the.=e men died and their heirs had to pay over this large amount
into the treasury.

Rnt because these large sums poured into the treasury to a srreater
i-\tent th a the Government expected, it has Iwen aWe to keep uj) its

vast expenditure.



8

SOME BAD CALCULATION.

Ministers Could Not Tell What They Would Collect or What
They Would Spend.

But let us consider what would have happened if the OoTcrnment

had received only the revenue it exported to receive at the beginning of

the year.

Take the last year as an example.

The Government estimated that the revenue of last year

would be $5,904,534.71

It was goinp to spend only 5,707,991 .01

and therefore have a surplus of $196,543.70

As a matter of fact it spent $6,424,90(1.04, that is $716,909.03 more

than it said it would spend.

Still, after spending nearly three-fourths of a million of dollars

more than it said it would it wants credit for the surplus because the

revenue which it fUdn't expect to receive happened to come into the

treasury and make it |)ossible for them to have more than met their

expenditure.

But suppose the revenue had only been wiiat the

Government estimated, viz, $5,904,531 .71

and the expenditure what it wii*, viz 6,136,834.95

What would have been the result?

The Government would have had a deficit of $520,365.23

Here then is a Government which paid out in one year $716,909.03

more to run the Province than it said it would, and wants to be calljd

a busines.^ Govcnimen'; l)ecause the revenue !i;>piK'nc(l to he big cnougli

that year to pay it.

As already pointed ou it was through no act of the Government

that the revenue was greater than was anticipated anl that there was

not a deficit of $520,;i65.23, as there wt)uld have been if the revenue had

been only what the Government itself at the beginning of the year es-

timated it would be.

But, v.hile tJie Government had nothing to do with the increa,se<l rev-

enue, it must be rememberetl tliat it was through the acts of the Gov-

ernment that this $716,909.03 was spent more than the Government

promised to spend at the beginning of the year.
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Let us consider now how near this business Govemment came to
KTing up to its estimates.

In doing this we will take the figures of the Provincial Treasurer
given in his Budget speech already referral to.

In the course of his last Budget speech he made the foUowing de.-
l&ration.

" The expenditure on account of the following services has been
in excess of the estimates by the following amounts:
Legislation $27,380.61
Civil Govemment 34 ggg 42
Administration of Justice 61,456.05
Public Instruction jqj 93,) q^
Judges of the Court of Sessions of the Peace, etc 1,128.82
HeaJth... s'oOO.OO
Colonization and Immigration

_ .

.

45 674.88
Expedition to Chibogomo, etc 16 118.25
Mines, Fisheries and Game Registration Service, Cadastre i;5!oi7.39
I'ublic Works, ordinary 7 400 qq
Public Works, extraordinary 59,065.09
Labour.... 7,521.62
Agriculture 39,197.64
Lands and Forest* 3g 775 gg
Lunatic Asylums 42'o05.53
Reformatory and Industrial Schools 3,972.93
Charges on Revenue 44 135 j^
Miscellaneous Services 479 341 .45
Payment of Sheriffs out of CoUectioTis, Building and

Jury Fund 23,577.41

$749,511.13

The expenditure on account of tlic following services has been less

than the estimates bv tlie following amounts:
Public Debt $30,482.05
Inspection of Public Othces 2,120.05

$32,602.10

The ac-tuaj ordinary expenditure has exceeded tlie esti-

mates by $716,909.13
It will be seen, therefore, that with the exception of $2,120.00. the

only one of their estimates in which they did not pay out more money
than they said they would was on the public debt.
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Tliev ,miM out iiCiO.lSV .•»:. lo.s on tlu- public debt of the Pr.vince

than tiiev et^timatcd at thp l)eRinnins of the year.

riu'v paid out .$n;'..Ml.i:i more than they said they would on

othrr ihin-s, l)ut when it came to making a payment on our debt they

iiaid nver $:i().n(iu le-ss tlian thev inoniit-ed.

Thev eould pay out more than thev estimate.1 for everything else,

but less than thev estimated on the debt of the Province.

It it -eneraliy considered good l)usiness to pay one's debts, but the

Gouin Government apparently thinks it -ood business to pay the money

f(ir something else.

15„sines.s ability is certainly not j.roved l.y the fact that in nineteen

item- or .-xpenditui-c out of twenty-one the Government had to spend

mure moi.ev than it cstimaU'd would be nm>s,sary. and rould not tell

neai.^r tiian :,;71<;.'.i(tii.o;^ iiow mueh moiiev was required for the years

oiterations.

If thos.' six rich men above referred to had lived another year and

the (.overnment had not recehcd any more for lieeii.ses than it did the

year, previous, it would have been in tlie hole.

'it can hardly be argued to be good busine.- for a tiovernment to

create debts in the lioi»e that some rich men will die and tlieir assets

furnisli the monev to pay the debts.

'I'he Gouin Gov<>rnment spent all this m..ney without any rea^u-

abie .round for expecting that it could pay i,. and it is the height of pre-

.umplion for then, to take cre<lit to theniselvo h.vause they bai.pened

til lie able to pav.

A couple of examples will suttice to show how .!us business Govern-

in, mh is administering the finances of the Province.

THE CASE OF MR, PARENT.

f

Why Was His Big Salary Increased Before the

Elections?

M,„, of u> reuieniher that ih.. lion. S. X. Parent wa. Premier of

(.),icl„,- b,.iore ilr. Gouin, and very likely would he Premier to-day had

lie not been crowded out of the office by the present Premier.

limnor says tliat Mr. Parent iias never forgot tea the circumstances

(,r his exit from power.

The i,iberal (loxcrnmeut at Ottawa made Mr. Parent cliairm^in ol

ll,,. Traiwontineiitat Railway Commission, an office which he resigned

after tile CunsiM-vatixe^ came into power.
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At tin- time of hL< resignation rumor again wa* rife and to the

effett tluit Mr. Parent iniirlu ri'-i-nicr Prmiiicial politics. lu the event

of his .l.-,ing so Mr. (iouia lould see his iinisli. What happened?

l'>v ,,nh.r ill council, date<l Decemher 21sl, 1911, Mr. Gouiii created

a coninii:-?ioii I'i f-ubniit rules I'or the management of running water, and

miidc -Mr. I'arent chairman of the commission, with a salary of $500 per

iiiDnth. jiiaking $G,0O(i a year which Mr. Parent would receive for mak-

ins; -;u_a-;ions to t;.v; (ioverniiunt about running waters.

Tiiis would appear to be pretty good pay and would likely amount

to about ^lix) a sugge.-tioii. but evidently it ^vas not a sutticiently big

plum to keej) .Mr. Parent out of politics.

lie wantwl more and lie got what he wanted.

Kiglit days later, viz., on December 29th, 1911, Mr. Gouiii luid

another order in council paVMil, giving Mr. Parent a saJary of $()r)0.0(i

per luoiith. of $S,On(i per annum.

Mr. Gouin, ujKm being interrogated, could not give any adeqiuite

rea-on for vaising the price. The O[)position presented a resolution al-

lesiiiir that "it considers ilie sidarie^ extravagant and scandalous" and

ask- the Government to reduce tliem io proper propoitions.

Was the salary i-educed? <>h, no. P^lvery mothers son on the Gov-

ernment side voted against the resolution, and ^Ir. Parent gets $8,000

for making suggestions: and :Mr. Gouin keeps him otit of politics.

or course it may appear a little strange to some of us that we

have to help pay to keep Mr. (iouin's political enemies under his feet,

but tile fact remaiii> liiat we won't iiave to after tlu' next elwlions unless

we so wish.

?.m the price paid to keep Mr. Parent quiet is a mere bagatelle

when romiiared with some of the expenditures of this so called business

(Tovcrnment.

THE MONTREAL JAIL.

A Case of Gross Miscalculation, Showing Business

Incapacity.

The most glaring ca.«o of miscalculation, unbusinesslike methods

and uiijiistiliable evppuditure is the Montreal jail.

Tn "Nfarch. 1907. five vears ago. the Government decided to build a

Ticw jail in Montreal ami to borrow $750,000.00 to pav for it.

'•{'lie contract was let for .$790,000.00.
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A year later wlien the work wae tinder way the Minister of Pmblio

Works 8ai<l in the Housn that the jail would coet about a million dollars.

This was a quartfr of a million more than it was going to coBt in tbe

beginning.

Another year went by, abid in April, litOO, the Government let Mtill

another coMract and agreed to pay an additional $810,000.

The Minister of Public Works, upon being interrogated, said Uie

jail would be linishc<l in September, 1910. The Government increaaed

the loan to $1,500,000.00.

On September lltli the Government gave a third contract, this timt

agreeing to pay an axklitioaal $884,722.30, an<l during the last HCfldon

the Minister of Public Works said tliat the jail had already cost $2,1S],-

559.20, and ho estimated that it would cost some $650,000 more to

complete it, and said it would be finishe<l the first of next August.

Here we find a Government claiming to be a business Government,

undertaking to build a jail for $Tr)0,000 and admitting four years af-

terwards that it had already spent (in account of construction $8,161-

539 . 20 and that it woidd have to spend some $650,000 more.

Ami let it be remembered that the Government never consulted the

House as regards any one of these three contracts. Tliey made the con-

tracts at their owji sweet will, with whom they pleased, and paid the

]irire thcv pleased, and will expend in the construction of tliis one build-

ing over two milli n dollars more than they said they would in the be-

ginning.

1(1 with a record like this they have the arrogance to come be-

fore an intelligent iniblic and ask for contiinied support on the ground

that they are a business Government.

Tliis Government imdertook to construct a building for $750,000.

Tt hi\< ;ilrcM(ly ^pent in its construction $2,161.r):U) .20 and it is still

spending.

Where (1(1 v(,u think tiic money is going?

How much of it do you think is going to political friends of the

Gov('rum"nt'r Do you believe that tliis Government cotdd not tell in

the beginning lu within two million dollars how much tins jail would

cost?

If it is onlv a matter of maladministration and incompetency why

ha,s the Government never consulttxl the House regarding the various

( ontracts ?

The Government ig attempting now to turn away the attention of

the electors from this jail matter by hollering about good roads and

e<lucAtion.

T

V.
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THE GRANTS TO SCHOOLS.

They Are a Very Samll Part of the Cost of

Education.

Now good roatl.s and education are both to be desired per ne. No

•rip will object to their encouragement, but the electors of a Prwrince

have an interest in seeing that they are encouraged in tlie most advac-

tageoufi manner.

They have not only an interest, they liave a right to sa^ that Imim-

neep principles are applied in the encouragement of even worthy objecta.

Le U.S consider what this so called business Government propose*

to do in this connection, referring in the first instance to education..

No one will deny the need of securing better schools in this ProT-

iiice. The nee<l exists especially in tlie country parts. In the larger

eentres the schools arc much better than in the rural sections.

True, thu Goiiin Government has increased the grants for demen-

tary education.

Witli the money at its disposal on account of the increa^^ed rcTenue

of the Province it could not well have done otherwise.

But even now the amount given for elementarv' education is wholly

inadequate to secure proper rural schoola

Here is a list showing the largest amounts paid any municipality

and the smallest amount paid any municipality from the ordinary grant

of the Legislature to public schools, as appears lu the financial state-

ment of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

The list con'.prises the first twelve counties mentioned in the report

and will show the general average paid throughout the Pro\'ince:

Argenteuii County, largest amount paid

Arthabaska County

Bagot County "

Heauce County " "

Beauhamois County
'' " "

Hellechasse County

Berthier Coxmty
'" "' "

Bonaventure County "
" "

Brome County
.

« <. «

Chambly County

Champlain County "

Charlevoix County '' " "

110.87 snlallest i; 1.03

134. fi8
" 1.00

.597.42
*i 1.62

301.4.5 3.21

802.08 •' 1.65

183.80 •• 21.89

276.38 a 16.23

196.88 u 2.01

132.78 it 3.11

246.29 a 5.27

343 . 06
a 22 . 54

302.14 ii 7.20
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Tn aililitiini to tlic above wp iiiii^lit mention the amounts given to

tin- i.ih.r ( oiinties in the Eastern Townsliipi^.

Ciiniiitiiii roiiiitv. larire>t iiiaount rereived .SinO.ri.T smallest $ n.H'J

^ris<i>(|\i(ii County

Pichnioiid Coimlv

SlieH'onl ( ounty

Siierlii-iMiki-
( 'onnty

Stan<it .id I DiMitv

u tl

MM . 62

763.29

5.83

1.06

4.06

3.51

Tn addition to tlie forej^oing grant, rural municipalities which ])ay

teachers a ~alary of $llKi at lea-t received an additional amount. 'I'he

avei'agf aiiiount received will he ^hou ii hy taking the first dozen men-

tioned in liie list.

Argenti nil County, largest amount received $l.'ii.t)l snuillest $ o.'il

Arthaba-ka County

Uag'U Cnu'ily

lieaurc County

Beauharnois County

Beilecliasse County

fiertliii'T County

Fionaventure County

Broiiie touniy

('handily County

Champlain County

Cluirlcvoix Countv

236 . "J4

186. !>G

204.16

102.78

220 . .52

261.32

2.58.77

203 . 3!)

182. rs

203 . 60

121. .5 1

5.30

3.87

7.75

3.36

38.86

20.40

5.50

7.34

9.18

30.90

10.40

The amount received from this grant Ijy other municipalities in

the Province arc as fol! \vs:

Coiiijitou Co'tuty, largest amount received $171. .s

AFisisis(|U(>i Cou'nty
"' " " 137.08

135.04

337.92

114.24

278.25

snuillest $10.01

8.46

17.74

8.26

9.18

Richmond County

Shcil'ord County " '• "'

Slier! Tookc County " " "

Staii-ieiid County " " ''

Then there was another fund caHed the Poor Municii)alities Fund,

Ironi uhich some of the municipalities in the Province heiielitcil. .\n

average a> to want was received by the various municipalities from this

fund uill lie seen bv taking the lirst dozen in tlie list of counties given.

It niu>L he remembered, however, tli.it oidy a few of tiie s(>liool muni-

(ipalitie- in the county beueiiteit from 11ii.~ Poor Municipalities Fund.
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Arj,'ciiti'uil Coiintv, Inv'.'i'st aiiioiint nciMvtil by nnv iiiiiiiicipalitN •i^'i'.'.lO

Kajiot County ""
" " '" '"

'" l>.18

Reaiice County •"
" " " •"

"" -0.00

Rellcchajf'e County "

'" ' " ""
"" +7.83

IVrthier Co-.ii\ •

" - " '•
•

-''i.T?

Boiiavcnture Cuuni\ " "' " " '"
"

T'.i.:!0

Bnmu" Couiity
" "' "" "

" G2.60

Chaniplain County " " "" '" "
"

.:i5.66

Cliarlevoi.v County " '' " "

iSti.-iS

Cliatcauguay County "' '" "" ""
"

''tU.'io

Cliicoutinii Count\ '"
" "' " ""

" 41.08

Coinpton County "

" "' '" '"
''

Tl.T:}

It niu-t 111' liorne in mind tliat tlic above grants are all that have

been receivfd lor poor ntunicipalities. If an average be struck ix'tween

tlie la-gp?t and the j^mallest grants paid this dozen of municipalities' it

will be seen to be $'i*)-) .Oft. That is to say that on an average the Gouin

(iovernment is paying some $".'6r) to rural school municipal itie.s.

AVhen it is remembered tiiat this su.n has to be divided up among

all the schools in the municipality, sometime.- a large number, it will

be seen wluit a mere trifle is paid by the Government towanls keeping

up the rural schools.

The amounts now ])aid iniist he materiallv increa.«ed before wo can

expect much betterment.

WHERE MONEY WAS WASTED.

And right here the (piestion nuiy well be asked whetiier the (iouin

(idM'iTinu'nt cnuld nnt ha\e given more to our country schools.

A stiuly of the jiuhlic accounts shows that the Government hasi paid

out large sums for the erection of school buildings, not school buildings

in tlie country, but in the large centres.

It rwently spent half a million dollars for a commercial academy.

It s})ent ;inother half million dollars for a technical school at Quebec,

and ovtT tlwee quarters of a million dollars for a technical school at

Montreal.

Xot only does it pay these immense sums of money for the construc-

tion of the buildings but it pavs ii^.lO.OOO ])er annum to help nunntain the

school at Quebec, and .$40,000 to help maintain the school at Montreal.

It actually gives an annua! grant of $50,000 to one school which

has ;just ^S scholars.
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Thesp imnien.-H' suiii> paid for two or tlinv scliools in a oouple of

citie*: make the little aniDiiiits paid to t!u' various (oiiiitry schools look

vcr* ~iiiall indo<»<l

If. instead of payir.' out iiiiilioi's for techiMcal *hools it had paid

out nul!ions for niral sviioolfi the position of the eletiieiit^iry .schools of

this Province wonld be iiiurh diil'erent than it is to-day.

It was not neci^sary to i)ay oiiL these larjje sums of money for the

erection of the huildinfrg, for these same subjects could liave been tauffht

in other schools, and the Government could have encourairtHi the tea<'h-

i"" of the suhjec ts hv means of annual ,!:craiits to the schools which were

williiiL' To teach then).

The expenditure which the (!ouin (Jovernment has made for the ftur-

poses alnive noted has made it impossible to do justice to the rural

schools.

If Ml. Tellier is called on to form a Government the rural schools

will L'ei iiiore. e\en if the larye centres have to !.jet le.ss.

t

THE MATTER OF ROADS. !« 1

Government's Scheme Not Well Designed, and Will Be
Costly and Ineffective.

A- leiiiinU roads, the (io\eriiment purposes to sjieiiil len million

doliiU'-, ;i pretty bi.ij sum of money.

(»rdiiiarv busines^s intelli^'ciuc unuld .lemand that a well thoufxht

out Jihiii '<v M lieine should iiave been devised for its expenditure. The

Governiiiein sjunild know in tlie iieiinnmsr vei-\- nearly what will be ob-

tained by the eA'penditure of ihis \ast sum.

The M-iieme should be such as to safeguard the securinj; of the niac-

adamiziiiL;- and ijeiicrnnMit of -ucli madi^ as will do the greatest good to

the irreate.-i number. lu other wonls. the money to be expended should

secure ilie betterment of the trunk roads or main thoroughfares of the

l''ro\ iiice rather than bye roads -whirli are little used.

The reipiirement,* should make it impossible to spend the money

where little irood will come from the e.xpenditure. The scheme should

embrace an outline of all the main thoroughfares of the Province and

should secure their betterment, leaving the matter of improvement of the

liye-roads to tiie municipaJ council under the law.

Has the Government any such scheme? Xo, apparently it has no

fciieme wiiatevcr except to spend the money. In spending tlic money the

» I
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Gouin Government is an adept, l)nt it seems nn-il)le, notwitliata.i iing its

bufiiic* pietfMisions. to .^i)end it judiciously or advantageously.

The new law just passed allows any niunicit)al cDuncil to borrow

money by means of debentures. Any council is allowed to borrow thou-

sands of dollars simply by jia.ssing a resolution. It does not even have

to pa.s,s a by-law. It does not have to submil the matter to the rale-

payers.

It can even pass an illf^al resolution and this .low law of tiie Gouin

Grvemment declares it iej^al.

This is something new in lejrislation, for the I.cirislatnrc to declare

an illegal a.t a legal one, thereby taking away the right of the rate-

payers to attack what the council may do against their will.

When the council gets money they can use it on any road they

please. It need not necessarily lie used on a tnink road.

A council in an a<ljoiniiig muiiicipalitv may have built a macadam-

ized road right up to the line of this municipality whose council is not

obliu'cd to c(mtiHue the road. It can spend the money elsewhere.

As a result tlie macadamized roads of the Province will simply be

patchwork, h.ere a little, there a little, but without any continuous whole.

All tins could have been prevented by the Govcrnmcut taking the

initiative itself and building the main thoroughfares or trunk road.s

through the Province and assisting the councils to build the others.

The Government is prc(jare<l to spend ten million dollars on roads,

hut it inirposcs to ~pend it throuirh the municipalities, that is. the muni-

.ipalitie> will hire the jnoney and the Government «ill pay i^ luck to-

sethev witli aboui" liaK the interest on the debentures.

THE OPPOSITION PLAN.
t

Now the pretension of the Opposition at Qjel)ec is that the Gov-

ernment sliould take the initiative itself. It should first a.scertain the

main tlioroughfarcs in the Province and then itself improve them, spend-

ing the money itself and itnproving tho.se roads that would be most use<l

by the public in general.

The scheme of the Opposition would embrace the gene-il plan of

the roads of the Province. These roads would then be classified accord-

ing to their respective importance, in order to determine which are the

main highway? which should be tirst improved. Then before thev are

macadamized they would be straightened, widene.1 and levelled wliere

necessary.

Some of the advantage to be secured by this plan are these

:

1. There would be more secured for the same expenditure.
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T!ir jrDvcniiiicni .mi \,„\n)\v tiinn.-v rli. ,')],(. r -'uui a miini.'i[)ality.
.M....,v I,.|i.l,.r-^ prefer to lend to u Covenimeiit rather thai, to h.. ohliiro,!

to f.eal witli .ill 'inkriouii iiiuniiipai eouneii.

Rut not oiilv u-oiihl there he more money avaihihlr. hut it uuii|,| ^r,,

fuilher. \,, „ur will (lis|uf,. that tlie (;overnmeiit eoiihl tak.. t.'i; iinl-

lion dollar^ and -e, ure from its expenditure better roads than would he
HPeured hy its .xpeiiditure hy .-.e\erai hundred inunieipal eouncil^.

i. Tt would do away with the ne.-essity of municipal <'.miiu lU lak-
mir rliari,'c of tin- improNenu'iit ol the leadin;: ihoroujjhfare- and |..ave

them free to <;i\e thrir attention to the improvement of the less travei;r>d
roads.

'<. It u-oiild .-.viir,. uniformity in roa akin;: and hett. r r,,;Ml-.

I'nifomiitv. he.ause the roads woul.'l he built hy the Covernm.uit and n,,t

by lmnd^ed^ of municipal cunciU of varied ideas, plans and ni.'tiio-ls.

iiett.'r road>. I,<vau^e there would Ir. greater lhorou^'lin(-^s. For example,
crooked roads waul,] moiv likely he straiirhtened, narrow roads wi.lened!
hilly roa.ls levclh.l, etc., than would he the ca.e if left to muninpal
.'ouncils.

t. It. would vccuiv the eeiKM-mciit of the roa<is fn,m which ih.>

;:n-atest number would he .enelii..!. Th,. choice of the roads to !., im-
provwl would he wholly with the (Jovcrn nt, which with knowleduc of
the peneral seheme of hiirhways in the Province could best ehoose those
to be macadamized.

o. It wo
.

1 do away with the patch work result and would secure
e continuity of improved hichwnv-;. In otiier words, the impro\cd n.ad-
would he continumis and not separated with here a little improve.1 road,
then some not ini|)roved. etc.

••• 1' would tend lo the improvement of other hi.ixhways. a- the
counci!.> coiihl then turn their whole attention to thern and thev could
take advantage of the law of I!M);, under whicii the Government pay.s

a certain parr of the e.\[ienditure for macadamizing or gravellini;.

There seems to he no (pie>tion init what the plan of the Opposition
i- the hettcr one. There is exerything to train hv it and nothing to lose.

There is ah>olutily no advantage in making the coriMiratioiis hire the
money. There arc many disadvantages.

There does not apjiear to he aiiv question hut what with the same
amount of money expended hy the tiovernment we should secure much
better roads than we will s,.cure through its exjienditure hv the inuiii-

fipal councils.

Ve must always liear in mind that there is notiiing in the law to
compel a municipal it v to take advantage of this law. .Many, w-ithout
doubt, will refuse to borrow money and even pay one half the interest.
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T'!" TC-n]'. n-i!! be i!iaf in ikoKO munidpalities i1k» old hv^umi i!

roiirls will maintain filtoijotlifr, miikinj it inip.>-t.^i!)!.> t..» secure throus^h
ttiomiiaflifiir* of miicadamiztvi road-.

The desirnd end of havins? a (ontmuou.^ improved r->a^i .an oniv be
obtained by tlio riovornnient takini,' t!i.- initiative and iHiil Im:? tlio road.i

ii.-elf.

'I'll!! fart that the (i-juin <'tOvt;iniii"nt i- prepared T) spend ,iii h an
iinnicn— >urn of nion^y in tbo wa\ it prop')-J« [iMves that it i^ devoid
of ordinary busineat di-'ernment.

THE POINTS IN ISSUE.

»(

Questions For Voters to Answer From Their
Knowledge.

Own

Tlit^reforo. i-onsaderin'r all the ni;nt/»r.j herein referr>>d M. we sub-
mil the proposition that the fiouin 'Jov.'mm-'nt in- n•^ I'ound.imon for

thi> [)reti'n.-ion that it is a bu^-iiKv.- 'iou'rn!n'''.'ir.

Moiii'\ lia,- rolh'd int/> iU tre.isuiy but t!irou^;i no iiiitiativ.^ of it.s

own, ami. it ha.-^ rolled oiii of tho tn';i.<ury ju-t a- easilv ,w it rolled in;

and what lia.- ilio (ioMTniiient to .-how for iu va.-t e\penditure?
IIou- inui.-h b'-ttxT are the rural road-i?

yoar.= ayfo?

Flow niiich h^'t.tiT arc iho rural road.*?

'I'lip people havn b<'en and are b'^inar heaviiv la.xed to pnndo money
for the (Jovernnient to spend. Are we ^ett.ins( value for our monny i^ .\re

we likelv to 3;('t valuo for it if th.- Coiiiri (iovemnient i- returned to

power ?

.\rti'r fifii^pii vp.tr.-" in poww it i- generally wi.-e on ^en.TiI princi-

ple.- to sedirn a ehanjrp of fJovernment This appear^ aivisibU now in

the interests of the people.

Give Mr. Tellier a chance.




