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PREFACE.

As I liavu reason to believe that the most important of my despatches iVoni Ippcr Caumla

were, contrary lo nsual custom, submitted for the decision of the Cabinet, f am perfectly sen-

ibio tiiat tiic publication of this volume must draw upon me the whole forct; ol (lovcrnmenl.

The despatches wliich it contains were almost, without exception, written either during

I the day, while I was constantly interrupted, or late at night, wiien I was tired. Several were

factually despalchcd in the rough draft, and such was the pressure ol' public business, tlutt I

[hatl seldom lime to revise tliem.

The general plan of my conmumications to the Colonial Oflice was une(iuivocally to e\-

I plain the expected result of my proposed measures, which, having been long ago carried into

ell'ect, must now be tested by the trii)lo ordeal of tlie future?, present, and past; and, as it has

so happened that this volume has been published with extraordinary celerity (it has been

printed in a week), I think it cannot be <lenied that,—as I have no political cotmexion with

any i)arty, as I do not address myself to any jiarty, and as there docs not exis, in either House

[of Parliament a single member who can stand up and say that, directly or indirectly, I have

[in any way solicited his assistance on this or any subject,—1 can have but little to support me

[in an unccpial contest but the justness of my cause.

I have neither exj)lanations nor professions to od'er. Why do I publish these desjiatehcs?

[Am I actuated by public principle or private feeling I What do I ex{)ect to gain by the cour-t^

|I am adopting ? Will it bo of any service to the country in general, or to oi.r North American

[colonies in particular?

To all of the above questions one answer will suTice. Header, peruse l/ir rolumcantltlten

judgefor yourself. Its copyright I have presented to my worthy publisher ; and now, as I have,

{long wished to do, submitted to the country the result of my experience in the administration

[of the government of Upper Canada, I abandon it to ilnd its own level among the mass ol

[Reports and Documents whicii are already struggling to obtain the consideration of the public.

1
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CHAPTER I.

Proliminnry Hiitory—Tho Elevation of Mr. M'Kenxie, and the recnil, by the Colooiil Office, of Hii Excellency

Mujur Oenerul Sir Julin Colboriie.

Mil. M'Krnxik, will) lini caiiKcil the ('fTiiHioii of an much British bIncH and mnnoy, wat,

it ia l)clit!Vfil, an iii«igiiilicniit pudhir-liul, wlio, nbotit liightccn y«ar8 ago, imviiig transrerred

himatilf to Atnorica, iinthir (liarttiiutabh; rircuniatancea, auccuvdcd in becoming tlie shop or

orrand-boy of a notoriouH Rupublicuii at Turunto.

Aftor living for annin yonrs in this doscriptinn of Hocicty, ho gradually brought himself

into iiotico by tlii!extra<irdiiinry talent lin diapluyod in inventing groaa falaehooda, and, as his

rndicnl nsaociatc!* ui'iitDJy poroMved that audi iioiiionoua n)iare|)r«>aontati(>n8 flowing through

1 tlio provinro wotild by dcgrecH aickcn tlio loyalty of tlioao, who secluded in the backwoods,

were complt!t<:ly dfpetidtMit forpoliiiral itifortnationon the local press, ho was strongly oncou-

rnged to tlirow aside hii* ahopman'rt apron, atid to act up a newspaper.

With tliirt tlt!t(!!(tubl« object in view, Mr. INI'Kcnzie's exertions for many years were really

almoat aiiptTliitinuti. Every hanUliip, wlii'iher of wood, wind, or weothnr, which the settler

eiicounter«;d in liia lonoly reaiduitrt; in the foreat, wa;), by aonio fulaehood or other, itigcniously

shown to proceed indirectly frotn Downing-atreet, or directly from the Government IIousc, or

Legialativo Cotincil, at T«)ronto. Every mngiatrnto, militia officer, poatmoater, or school-

master, who in any way miabeliaved himaelf, iiithcr in public or private, was declared to be an

especial favourito of the Government ; artfid ooinparisona wern conatantly unfairly made
between the condition of the old denaely-peopled diatricta of the United Statea, and the young
auttlcmenta of Upper Canndn, the diffurenco being of coiirae attributed to the withering influ-

ence of monarcliiral inaiitiitions. AAer theae miachievous miarepreaentationa (which lowered

if it were poaaible, Mr. M'Kenzic in the eatitnntion of every honeat, intelligent man) had suffi-

ciently shaken tlii! loyally of thoae who, aecluded iti moral darkneaa, had unfortunately listened

to hia talea, ho cotisidt'rcti that the time had arrived for getting up some vague petition to the

Colonial Secrtitary for the general correction of "grievances." In order to obtain sufficient

aignaturea for thia purpnat it ia perfectly notorioua, throtighout Upper Canada, that the most
barefaced ntid itnpiiil*Mit decoptiona were practiaed. In varioua directions agents wen employed
who, themaeivca, atlixiMi tlii! namt^aor marka of all who could be induced to acknowledge they

had any one thini; to complain of: itideed, several worthy individuals were added to tho list,

who actually bi'liiived they had joined in a loyal addreaa. The names and signatures thua

collected iti batrliea, on separate pieces of paper, were then all pasted together, and, with

scarcely anything but tlicae credentials in hia wallet, and with unprincipled impudence as hia

companion, this low adventurer (by one of thoae eccentric cliaiicea which occasionally charac-

terise the coiirai! of an iinpoator'a life) returned to hia mother-country, to introduce himself

in Downing-atreet to [|er Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, leaving behind him
in Upper Canada that kind of character which, with more wit than elegance, has been thus

quaintly described by ati American writer :

—

" Ho ia, without exception, tho most notorious liar in all our conntry. Ho lies out ofevery
pore in hia ckiii. Whether he be sleeping or waking, on foot or on horseback, talking with
his neighbours or writing for a newspaper, a multitudinotis swarm of lies, visible, palpable,

and tangible, are buzzing and settling about him like flies around a horse in August."

One would have thought that the infumotis notoriety of this lowbred, vulgar man would
have secured the Governor and Legislature of Upper Canada from his libellous and seditious

accusations; but, alas ! the very fact of his undertaking a journey of nearly 4000 miles shows
pretty clearly that Mr. M'Kcnzio shrewdly suspected that the Colonial Office would not be
very inimical to his demands.

The reci!pti(m which Mr. M'Kenzie met with in Downing-strect, he has hoastingly

explained by the following Icttera, which arc only a part of many he has published in Upper
Canada, in orditr triumphantly to demonstrate the accredited importance with which he had
been received, notwithr>tatiding the documents, of which he was the advocate, had not passed
through the executive government, or before either branch of the Legislature of Upper
Canada.
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Narrative, by Sir F. B. Head. [4th Sess. 13th Pari. 2nd

(Copy.)

Colonial Office, July 2G, 1832.

Sir,

Lord Goderich has desired me to acknowledge the receipt of your pnpers, and I have
the honour to inform you that his Lordship .regrets ho cannot appoint an enrher day than

Friday, the 3rd of August. On that day, however, at two o'clock, lio will be glad to sec you
at this office.

I have the honour to be,

Your most obedient,

Flumblc Servant,

CHARLES DOUGLAS.
W. L. M'Kenzie, Esquire,

19, Wakrfield-xtreet,

Brunswick Square.

(Cop_, of Extract.)

Downing Street, Qth Stplemher, 1832.

Sir,

I om <lirected by Lord Goderich to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 27lh

August and 5tli September. In answer to thebd communications, I have to inform yon that

the other aiidref^ses, as well as that from the Niagara district have in the uiiual manner been

laid before his Majesty, and you are at lil)erty to state this fact to the persons by whom they

have been signed, without receiving a separate answer to each.

With respect to the war losses and the state of the representation, although, of course,

he can enter into net discussion with any private individual on those subjects, Lord Goderich

ia willing to receive and to pay such attention as they may seem to require to any further

written statements you may think fit to submit to him. If you have anything to olfer which

can only be verbally communicated, his Lordship will not refuse on his return to town, to alFurd

you such opportunities of addressing him as his other avocations will allow.

To W. L. M'Kbnzie, Esquire.

(Copy.)

(Signed) HOWICK.

Colonial Office, Tuesday, 26th.

Sir,

I am desired by Lord Goderich to propose to you to call hero on Saturday next, at two,

instead of tomorrow, at half-pasi twelve, as the House of Lords meet at one o'clock to send

up an address to his Majesty.

I am, Sir,

Your humble servant,

B. J. BALFOUR.

To W. L. M'Ken/ie, Esquire,

Sec. Sfc.

Colonial Office, November 2, 'Tuesday.

Sir,

Lord Goderich has desired mc to express to you his regret that the pressure of business

should have [yroventod him seeing yciU since his return to town. Ho now begs leave to propose

ono o'clock on Tuesday next, at this office, for the interview you desire.

I am. Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

B. J. BALFOUR.
W. L. M'Kenzie, Esquire,

Sfc. Sfc.

W.

Sir,



. I3th Pari. 2nd Victoria, 1839.] Narrative, by Sir F. B. Head.

26, 1832.

nrs, and I havo
nrlier day than

jlad to sec you

)UGLAS.

ber, 1832.

;cr8 of the 27lh
iiform yon that

I manner been
by whom they

igh, of course,

Lord Goderich
to any further

to offer which
town, to nfFord

DWICK.

- Colonial Office, November 5th.

Lord Goderich presents his compliments to Mr. M'Kenzie. Ho finds himself obliged

to change the proposed hour for interview to-morrow to twelve o'clock instead of one, which

ho hopes will not be inconvenient to Mr. M'Kenzie.

W. L. M'Kexzie, Esquire.

Colonial Office, Notember 6th.

Lord Goderich is sorry to bo again obliged to put Mr. M'Kenzie off. He has now to

propose twelve o'clock on Wednesday, instead of twelve to-morrow.

W. L. M'Ke.nzie, Enquire.

In this country, people will scarcely comprehend why Mr. M'Kenzie should (writing the

words "Esquire" ami "ijour most obedient humble srrtant^ at full length) have published with

so much ostentation copitisof the above commonplace communications. In a small commu-
nity, howiiver, considerable importance is attached to atiy interview with a minister; and in

colonial society litis distinction is not only, by the vulgar, looked upon as an honour, but, by

the most sensiblt! and reflt;cting, it is justly considered as a political advantage which may
bo productive of very serious results.

The following memorandum, which Mr. M'Kenzie published in Upper Canada, together

with the notes which have been just quoted, sufficiently show the miscliievous application that

may bo made of these improper ititcrviews.

(Copy.)

Memorandum.—On Wednesday, the 7lh of November, 1832 I had the honour of a very

long interview with tin! Secretary of Stat(! ; and on the day following the despatch was
written, which is an answer, in part, to my representations.

(Signed) W. L. M'KENZIE.

The despatch from the Colonial Minister to His Excellency Sir John Colborno, to

which Mr. M'Kenzie here alludes, is one of the most extraordinary public documents ever
published in Upper Canada. It begins as follows:

•'^1

(Copy.)

ay, 26<A.

next, at two,

:lock to send

.FOUR.

Vtirsday.

c of business

re to propose

FOUR.

Dotcning-street, Nov. 8, 1832.

m

I

Sir,

During several months past, I have been in occasional communication with Mr.William
M'Kenzie upon tiio subject of the grievances said to exist in Upper Canada, anrl for redress
of which vaiion:^ petitions have been addressed to Mis Majesty. I propose in this despatch
to follow Mr. M'Kenzie through those parts of his statement, ros|)ectiiig the representation
of the iniiabittints in the House of General Assembly, which appear to mc essential to the
consideration of iho practical questions he has undertaken to agitate.

The drspntrh accordingly obsequiously follows Mr. M'Kenzie through the whole course
of his most insuliing abuse of the executive, leirislnlive, civil and religious authorities of the
colony ; and in one instance, merely because Mr. M'Kenzie, an unprincipled, vagrant griev-
ance-monger, liati complained "that the law, as interpreted by the Court of King's Bench,
entitles the countij mendn-rs only to wages," without asking His Excellency Sir John
Colborne or iIm; House of Assembly itself fi)r explanation or vindication, the despatch says,
"I have no right ti> interfere with the deliberations of the Council, but I am able to signify
to you his Miijesty's pleasure that you should not o[)pose any objection to anv i,aw which
may be presented for your acceptance for placing the town and county representations on
the same fnoting in this respect."

Again, because Mr. M'Kenzie had complained that various religious bodies, not choosing
to take an oath, were excluded from the elective franchise, the despatch most humbly says,
"I shall be hapfiy to introduce a bill into parliament for amending this part of the constitu-
tional Act of 1791, unless there should appear to be some difficulty in that measure which
does not occur to me at present."

'

>'l
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Th» influence of the crown appears to have been as auccesafully attacked by Mr.
M'Kenzie as the great constitutional Act of 1791, for, in reply to Mr. M'Kt'nziu's accusa-

tions that " the crown possessed an undue influenco in the Provincial Legislature," the

despatch says, " If tiiis could be shown, liia Majesty would not hesitate to assent to any law
which might be passed for the purpose of limiting the number of persons holding offices at

pleasure wlio should be permitted at one time to sit there."

This uncalled for surrender of the influence of the crown, when compared with succeed-

ing events, forms a i.ioat melancholy illustration of the following ominous prophecy, with

which it was officially accompanied: "Mr. M'Kenzie," says the despatch to Sir John
Oolborne, " has concluded his paper by predictions of bloodshed and civil war, and a dissolu-

tion of the connexion between Upper Canada and this kingdom.

" But against gloomy prophecies of this nature every man conversant with public business

must learn to fortify his mind. They have ever been the resource of those who endeavour
to extortfrom thefeart ofgovernment concessions in favour of which no adequate reasons could

be urged."

Nothing could he more applicable to Mr. M'Kenzie than the above remark, and yet, as

if to prove how inncii easier it is to pr(>ach wisdom than to practise it, the despatch concludes

by saying to his Excellency Sir John Colborne,

—

" I have received these documents from Mr. M'Kenzie, not merely as expressing his

own opinion, but also as explanatory of the views of those who have deputed him to r(!present

what they cull their grievances to his Majesty. To them, the utmost possible respect is due.

" Having written this despatch with a view to publicity, you have my authority to make
it public in whatever manner you may think most convenient."

Now, instead of appearing at the Colonial Ofltce as a broken-down pedlur and a noto-

rious disturber of the public mind, let us suppose ihiit Mr. M'Kenzii; had come from a distant

colony to the Horse Gniirils, to complain against the military «>fllcer in command,—can any
one believe that Lord Mill would have taken any other notice of the complainant tlinn mildly,

but firmly, to have desired him to transmit his communication through his commanding officer 1

In case a sailor, or even a naval officer, were to come up to London to abuse his com-
modore, would not the Admirolty pursue the same course, and ought not our colonial governors
and li;gisiutors to be sn|)porte(i by the Colonial Office with that common caution which would
induce every judge and majjistrule, or, indeed, any sensible person, not to deliver, or even to

form, an opinion on nn ex parte statement \ Yet in the case before ns, the accusations of a
man of broken character and fortune against his Excellency Sir John Colhoriie, against every
constituted autliority, and against the feelings of every respectable irdiabitant in U|iper Canada,
were not only list«-ned to by repeated appointniiMits, but replied to "with the utmost possible

respect'* in the elaborate despatch above alluded to.

What were Sir Jithn Colborne's feelings, on unexpectedly receiving this most extraordi-

nary communication, it surely cannot be necessary to divulge, as the sentiments of the other
two branches of the Legislature of Upper Canada suflUciently appear from the following

published extracts of their admirable, constituti(mal, and indignant reply to the message in

which the Lieutenant Governor transmitted to them a copy of- the unfortunate document in

question.

TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN COLBORNE,

&c. Sec. &c.

May it please Yova Excellkncy :

We, his Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the legislative council of Upper Canada,

in provincial parliament assembled, beg leave to express our thanks to your Excell(>ncy for

laying before ns nn original despatch, written to your Excellency by the Right Hon. the

Secretary of Sittte for tlie Colonies, on the 8th of November last, containing his Lordship's

observations nt great length upon a variety of statements made to him by Mr. W. L.

M'Kenzie, an inhabitant of this town.

The statements upon which these comments have been framed have also been laid

before us by your Excellency; but, without entering into any particular consideration of their
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contents, with which the council had little desire to become acquainted, enough appears in

! the tenor of his Lordship's observations to make it manifest that those statements have been

made with a very unusual disregard of Uuth, and in a spirit of wanton and intemperate hostility

to the legislative and executive fto*!) js in this province.

Wo cannot siiy that it may not i^jibly give satisfaction to some persons in tliis province

to observe the condescending nnd respectful manner in which representations of so peculiar a

description, proceeding from an individual, have beien received and replied to, notwithstanding

it was evident they were outrageously insulting to all the constituted authorities of this colony,

and scarcely less so to the people at large, in imputing to them sentiments and feelings by

which they never have been, and we are convinced never will bo, actuated. It is not in thu

imturo of things, however, that the legislative council, or that any portion of the people in this

province, of sound hearts and understandings, having the trutii under their view, can regard

. Buch statements ns compose Mr. M'Kenzie's voluminous correspondence with his Majesty's

Secr«!tary of State in any other manner than with the most unqualified contempt—a contempt

which, upon every principle on which character is acquired or lost, we think it must be more

, conducive to the public inttiresls and honour, and to all the ends of good government, to avow

than disclaim. So far, therefore, as the despatch of his Majesty's Secretary of Stale is to be

considered as a reply to those statements, or as a commentary upon information derived from

the same source, we cannot regard it as calling for the serious attention of the legislative

council.

We appeal, however, to the intimate knowledge of this colony which your Excellency

has acquired during a residence of four years, for a confirmation of our remark, that, upon
several of the questions which in this despatch are most elaborately discussed, no dissatisfac-

tion or difficulty prevails, or ever has prevailed; that no person living here ever heard or

imagined before that they were seriously talked of or thouglit of as grievances; and that the

minds of the people are so far from being disquieted by them, that it is probable not a word
would be heard upon them in travelling from one extremity of the province to the other, and

in mingling with its industrious population through every portion of it.

It has been painful to the legislative council to see that, in a discussion founded upon

these documents, the office of Lieutenant-Governor of this province, and the names of some

of the most responsible of the King's servants, arc even hypothetically coimccted with impu-

tations which no one can easily tolerate to find connected with his name.

(Signed) JOHN B. ROBINSON,
Speaker.

Lrgitlative Council Chamber,

2nd day of February, 1833.

TO His EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN COLBORNE,

&c. &c. &c.

May it plgasg Your Excellency :

We, his Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Upper Canada, in Provin-

cial Parliament assembled, return our thanks for your Excellency's* message of the twelfth

day of January Inst, transmitting a despatch of the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the

Colonies, in answer to certain letters and documents addressed to his Lordship for the purpose

of proving that the people of this happy and prosperous colony are oppressed and burthened

with grievances, nnd have become so discontented that there is danger of revolt and bloodshed,

unless these alleged burthens and grievances are removed and redrcsso'l.

We most readily concede that the noble Secretary of State wos actuated by the best

motives in framing the despatch in question; but we cannot refrain from expressing our great

regret that it did not occur to his Lordship that allegations thus deepi/ affecting the character

of his Majesty's subjects of Upper Canada rested on no better tesiinony than that of an
individual who had been twice expelled this House, and who, in cor :;equence of his having
fabricated and roiterated libels of the grossest description, had ecu declared unfit and
unworthy a seat in the Ass(>mb!y during the present parliament. /this fact had occurred to

his Lordship, it is reasonable to suppose that he would not hr.^ felt himself at liberty to
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rocognisn the nuthor of this additional calumny on the people of this province as the agent,

or as speaking the sentiments, of any portion of the htyal inhabitants of the province of Upper
Canada, and would therefore have considered it utterly unnect'ssary to enter into so elaborate

Oil examination or refutation of anything advanced by iiim.

(Signed) ARCHIBALD M'LEAN,
Speakkr.

Commons House of Assamhly,

9lli day of February, 1833.

Since

One u'onid have thought that the manly indignation di.4played in these high-spirited,

loyal remonstrances from both branches of the Canadian Legislature would have induced the

Colonial Ollice to have drawn in for ever the horns with which even then it was feeling its

way towards democracy, however, Mr. M'Kenzie had still access to the department, and, as

her Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor generals of Upper Canada had joined in ignominiously

expelling him from the House of Assenil)ly, he determined to endeavour to display the almost

royal inilucnce he possessed, by making it appear that he had induced the Colonial Minister

lo dismiss both these officers from his Majesty's service. Accordingly, with this object in

view, he has published in U|)per Canada the following note and memorandum :

—

(Copy.)

Lord Howick presents his compliments to Mr. M'Kenzie, and will be happy to see him,

ifhe will bo good enough to cull on him, Monday, at twelve o'clock.

Colonial Office, 7th Morcli, 1833.

Memorandum.—Tliis note was addressed to me on the occasion on which the Colonial

Office resolved to change the Attorney and Solicitor generals of Upper Canada, in answer to

inv representations as to tlicir conduct.

(Signed) W. L. M'KENZIE.

Accordingly, within one dny of tlu; dale of Lord HowicU's note, a despatch (Gth March,

1833, and piiblislied by Mr. M'Kenzit;) was addressi^d to Sir John C()ll)oine, which, after

referring tt) the part which the two crown officers Ind taken in joining in the votes for the

expulsion of Mr. M'KiMizie, conciudi'd by saying, "I have reciMved his Majesty's commands
to inform you timt he regrets tiiat he can no longer avail hiniscif of ilicir services, and that,

from the time of your receiving this despatch, they are to be relieved from the duties imposed

tipon them in their respective offices."

At the time this jlfspatdi was written it was known to rvery loyal man in the North
American ct)loiiii's that Mr. M'Kt.'iizie was si'cretly, in his licart, the same rebel nrxl the

same traitor wiiich expcrienci^ has since proved him lo b(!; and, altiiougli it might have been
deemed ii:ipolilic in tiie crown officers to avow their natural iiostility to such u being, yet the

bare fact of the Col. -niid Office pnbhcly expt^liiiig them wiiii ignominy at the very moment
when il was known that Mr. M'Kenzii! was revoiling in Dowiiing-street, reading confidential

cumnuinications whicli ought never to have been subniittcd to him, had the effisct of dislieart-

ening the liriiish, and of* encouraging the republicans to bilieve most confidently that the

Colonial Office was with them, and tiiat, with that resistless engine to assist them, their dark
nameless object must eventually succeed.

On Mr. M'Kenzie's return from England he was accordingly hailed by the republicans,

or unti-Brilish, as liieir "conquering hero," and, supported as he had been in Downing-streel,

it was not surprising that he succeeded in regaining a seat in the House of Assembly, where
ht^ was enabled to ejacidate falsehoods almost faster than his own infamous newspaper and
the republican press could manage to print them.

The loyal being dis|iirited, it was not surprising that at the next (ilection the republicans

should be successful. Accordingly, at liie meeting of the session in January, 1835, a large

majority of repidtlican mend)er8 (13 of whom actually were Americans) was obtained. Mr.
Bidwell, an avowed enemy to monarchical institutions, and an incurable American in his

mind, manner, and utterances was elected Speaker ; and, as Mr. M'Kenzie's grievances had
ftroved so fruitl'ul and so successful to the radical cause, it was determined to sicken the

loyalists by a second dose, and, accordingly, before the session was a fortnight old, a griov

ance committue was appointed as follows:

—
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1. W. L. M'Kenzie,

^ For whose apprehension for treason, murder, araon, and highway robbery a reward of £1,000

is now oftered.

2. T. D. Morriaon,

Since tried for treason, and has suddenly quitted the province.

3. David Gibson,

One of M'Kenzie'a principal officers in the battle of Gallows Hill, on which day, having

absconded, he ia now out-lawed as a traitor, a reward of £500 having been offered

for his apprehension.

4. Charles Waters,

A notorious republican.

Although the transparent veil, which covered rather than concealed the character of

this committee, had not as yet rebelliously been cast aside, still it was just as evident in our

North American colonies t/un as it is now, that the whole and sole objects for which these

republicans were striving were

—

1. Separation of the Canadas from the mother-country.

2. The robb(!ry and murder of the loyal inhabitants.

*3. The attainment of that general letter of licence which is the natural effect, in a young,
thinly peopled country, of a sudden transition to democracy.

It was perfectly well known to every man of character in Upper Canada that, because the

report of this Grievance Committee would be written by its chairman, Mr. M'Kenzie, it could

possibly not, in the nature of things, contain anything but a confused mass of falsehoods and
misrepresentations, forming the basis of new demands upon the Colonial Office, that the

Eower of the Lieutenant-Governor should be weakened—that his Executive Council should
made "responsible to the |)eople," and that the Legislative Council, which corresponds

with our House of Lords, should also be elected by "the people."

All thia being dearly foreseen, it became necessary for Mr. M'Kenzie and his colleagues,

in delivering themselves of their report, to have recourse to a considerable degree of strata-

gem. Accordingly, a very few days before the close of the session, Mr. M'Kenzie, at mid-
night, brought up in the House of Assembly, when it was thinly attended, tliis report of the

Grievance Committee, which, without nr.i^G ri:\i>, was merely received and laid on the

table. It icas not adopted, but, on its being artfully proposed that 2000 copies of it should

be printed in ^'jtamphht fornC (thereby giving the house to understand that this report,

whatever it iniglit contain, was after all a marti 2>amphlct), even this was opposed and even-
tually carried only by a majority of eight.

On the following morning, and on the two succeeding days, several members inquired

for uiis Grievance Report, but for three days it could not anywhere be found, until it was again
produced by Mr. M'Kenzie himself, who was obliged to confess he had taken it home with
him ; and it is now well known that he did so for the purpose of surreptitiously inserting,

previous to its being printed, a quantity of additional matter; and with this base transaction

the session closed.

At the end of May the report of the Committee was printed, and, when it made its

V appearance, instead of being in "pamphlet form," it turned out to be a large octavo grievance

I volume, in boards, containing 553 closely-printed p'ages; and it has been calculated ([ believe

i accurately) that there exist in this book more than three times as many gross falsehoods as

I

pages

!

As every respectable inhabitant in the colony knew that nothing but wilful misrcpresen-
hations could proceed from the pen of Mr. M'Kenzie, the insulting libels wiiich this report
•/contained on the Ex(!cutive Government, the Executive Council, the Legislative Council, and
y on every thing that is tenerated in our social fabric, were treated with indifference and con-
tempt, and by no one more so than by His Excellency Sir John Colborne, who at once forwarded
the infamous volume to the Colonial Office, with u Ccw short observations, pointing out the
glaring "falsehoods" it contained.
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On the arrival in Downing-street of this huge book of grievances, declared by the Lieu-
tenant-Governor to be full of" falsehoods," which had not appeared before or even been alluded

to by the Legislative or Executive Councils, and which had neither been read nur adopted by
the House ofthe representatives of the people of Upper Canada, one would have thought that

the Colonial Office would have recollected the punishment under which it had lately smarted

—

first, by the stern, manly rebuke it had received from both Houses ofthe Legislature, for having,

without consulting them, recommended legislative proceedings on Mr. M'Kenzie's alleged

grievances—and, secondly, by the humiliating necessity to which it had been reduced, of
publicly restoring to office the two crown officers who (Mr. M'Kenzio has stated) were
dismissed in consequence of his representation.

One would have thought that, as " a burnt child dreads the ilrc, " such fatal experience
would have taught the Colonial Office to shudder at the very name of Mr. M'Kcnzic— that it

would have taught the Office to place a just confidence in the Lieutenant-Governor of the
colony, and never again by listening to ex-parte unofficial statements, to subvert all rule and
government, by giving the Governor and Legislature the go-by. But the policy ofthe Colo-
nial Office was immoveable—its course unalterable—its malady incurable ; and, though it was
perfectly aware of the struggle that was t( ing place on the continent of America between
monarchy and democracy, it deliberately threw its immense influence into the wrong scale !

Accordingly, instead of disregarding this unadopted, and even unread, report of a party

who have since shown they were a nest of traitors ; instead of supporting the Executive Go-
vernment, which had been infamously reviled, they came to the determination, not only to recall

His Excellency Sir John Colborne from his post, principally because he had treated this

report with silent contempt, but, as if to gild the fame, or rather the infamy of Mr. M'Kenzie,
they resolved to submit for the King's approval a series of drastic remedies for almost all the

fictitious disorders which the wicked report of Mr. M'Kenzie had detailed. That brave and
gallant veteran officer Sir John Colborne (whom though a slight difference exists between us,

1 both respect and regard) was accordingly officially apprized that he would immediately be
removed —remedial concessions were framed—the loyal population were again disheartened

—the republicans again improperly boasted that the Home Government was with them ;—and
thus ends the first chapter of the political accidents it has become my melancholy fortune to

relate.
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vf CHAPTER II.

The History of my Appointment to ihe Government of Upper CiinHda in November, 1835.

It Imd blown almost a hurricane from the S.S. W.—the sheep in Romney Marsh had huddled

toiTcther in groups—the cattle, afraid to feed, were still standing with their tails to the storm

—I had beiui nil day immured in New Romnoy with the board of guardians of the Marsh

Union ; and though, several times my horse had been nt'arly blown off the road, I had managed
to rt'turn to my lodging at Cranbrook ; and, with my head full of the unions, parishes, magis-

trates, guardians, relieving officers, and paupers of the county of Kent, like Abon Hassan, I

had retired to rest, and for several hours had been fnst asleep, when, about midnight, I was
suddenly awakenetl by the servant of my lodging, who, with a letter in one hand, and in the

other a tnllow candle, illnmitiing nn honest countenance, not altogether free from alarm, hur-

: riedly informed me, " That a King's Officer had come after me!"

What could possibly bo the matter in the workhouse of this busy world I could not clearly

conceive ; however, silting up in my bed, I opened the letter, which, to my utter astonishment, was

from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, expressing a wish that I should accept the govern-

ment of Upper ('iinada ; and that, if possible, I would call upon him with my answer, at half-

past eight the following morning, as at nine o'clock ho was to set out for Brighton, to see

the King.

As I was totally uncoimected with every member of the Government, an(' had never had

the honour even of seeing Lord Glenelg in my life, I was altogether at a loss to conceive why
this appointment should have been offered to me. However, as it appoared t'lere was no time

to be lost, I iuinii.'dintoly got up, and, returning to London in the cliiiiso tjf the King's messenger
%vho had brought me the communication, I reached my own house nt Kensit.gton at six o'clock,

,
and having consulted with my family, whose opinions on the subject of the appointment I

found completely coincided with my own, I waited upon Lord Gleni'lgat his residence, aithe

hour appointed (half-past eight,) when I most respectfully, and very gratefully, declined the

appointment.

To this determination Lord Glenelg very obligingly replied, by repeating to me his wish
to be enabled to submit my name to the King for so important and difficult a trust : he begged

;,me to reconsider the subject; and, in order that I might be enabled to do so, he requested mo
tto go and converse with his undersecretary, Mr. Stephen, who, his Lordship said would give

, ,me every information on the subject.
«€

"^ Nothing could be more uncongenial to my habits, disposition, unri opinions than the station

that was oftored to me : while on the other hand, as regarded my appointment in the poor-law
commission, never had 1 buen engaged in a service the duties of which had so completely
engrossed my mind. Rightly or wrongly, it now matters not, I fancied that, against prejudice

an(l clamour, 1 should eventually succeed 't io noblest, and to my mind the most interesting

of all services, that of ro'lving the character and condition of the English labourer; and as,

, notwithstanding tlic unpopularity of the new Act, I hud, tiianks to the magistrates, yeomanry,
and farmcTs of the county of Kent, carried it into ellect by acclamation, the pleasure as well

; as intercjst of the task was daily increasing.

If the poor-law commissioners had expressed the slightest wish to remove me from Kent
to any station of greater difficulty, or even of danger, it would of course have been my especial

duty not to have declined ; but as the Colonial Office had not the slightest claim upon me,
and as I was really grost^ly ignorant of evei^thing that in any way related to the government
of our colonies, I continued, so fur ns my own wishes, and even interests were concerned, to

adhere to my opinion.

Still, however, I did not like to persist in refusing my humble services to the King's
Government, after they had been twice required of me ; and accordingly, walking towards
Downing-street, under this confliction of feelings, it was with considerable reh' tance that I

entered the door of the Colonial Office.

;;*-•'

I



'!

10 Narrative, by Sir F. B. Head. [4th Sess. 13th Pari. (2nd

In obedience to a principle which 1 need not repeat, I at last without any further reference

to my family, expressed to Mr. Stephen that I would undertake the duty ; and accordingly a
letter was, without delay despatched to Brighton to Lord Glenclg, who, on receiving it, imme-
diately submitted to the King my name, of which his Majesty was graciously pleased <o
approve.

I must now mention a few details which, though not very interesting to relate, had perhaps
better not be withheld from the public.

In my interview with Mr. Stephen I learnt that, from motives of economy, which, in a
moment of so much alleged danger, I could not clearly comprehend, thero would bo a difficulty

in continuing to me nn aid-de-camp, and that, not only was I to receive £500 a-year less

salary than my predecessor, but that, instead of his military remuneration, which amounted,
I understood, to nearly £1000 a-year, I was to forfeit to the Government my half-pay as
major in the army.

With respect to these arrangements, I at once very distinctly observed to Mr. Stephen
that, although it was, of course, utterly impossible for me even to imagine what would bo the

official expenses to which I should be subjected, yet that, as so many governors, one after

another, were supposed to linve failed in their missions, and as the difficuhicts which had
overcome them were declared to have increased rather than to have diminiahcd, I considered

it was unreasonable, as well as imprudent, in the Government to ask me to encounter them
with diminished means. I told Mr. Stephen that to go without an aid-de-camp to a disturbed

colony, where the Governor had always been seen to have one, would in my opinion be
impolitic; and i added that, as I was altogether below my predecessors (Sir i'eregrino

Maitland and Sir John Colbornc) in military rank, and that as 1 was to bo divested of thn

command of the troops, I thought the civil elevation of a baronetcy ougiit to be conferred

upon me.

In short, my argument ran upon the theory that I ('nought I ought not to go into action

without as many shot in my locker, and as much 8up( ort, as my predecessors had had. i

declared I wanted no more.

In reply, Mr. Stephen admitted the justness of my theory. Ho told me that I ought to

have an ai<i-dc-camp—that ho thought I should be justified in insisting that my official

expenses, as Lord Goaford's had been, should be defrayed—that if a butch of baronets were
to be created there would be no difficulty; but there were so many applications for the

distinction, that he thought Lord Melbourne might feel ho would create jealousy by a single

appointment.

The following day I did not see Lord Glenelg; but, as I htid been apprized that, in

order that the King's promise to the Legislature of Upper Canada, to give his answer in

January, should not be broken, it would be necessary 1 should sail in a very few days, I

thought it advisable that, before I was gazetted, I should repeat in writing the requests I had
made to Mr. Stephen. I accordingly did this, and myself delivered the communication to

Mr. Stephen, who however advised me not to force it officially npon Lord Glenelg, but to

leave him perhaps to speak to his Lordship on the subject.

I had, i think, only one short interview with Lord Glenelg before I went to the King,
at wiiich, though my attention was of course occupied ith higher subjects, 1 very shortly

submitted to his Lordship (in presence, if 1 recollect right, of Sir George Grey) the propriety

of my being raised as nearly as possible to the snme level as my predecessor, to which general

theory Lord Glenelg with his usual kindness of manner replied, "There is much truth in

what you say."

On my arrival at Brighton, in order to be presented to the King, I explained the diffi-

culty which had been raised about my aid-de-cump, to which it was replied, " You really

ought not to go out without one f"

Everybody thus seemed to agree with my theory, and yet nothing was settled. At last

Mr. Stephen took me to Lord Howick, and after considerable trouble 1 was authorised to

appoint Lieut. Ilalkett, of the Coldstream Guards, as my aid-de-camp.

As my time was very short, my attention was much engrossed in reading over a volumi-

nous correspondence which was placed before me in the Colonial Office. I had to wind up, or

rather to rut, the thread of my business with the Poor Law Commission, and had also my
private ailuirs to settle ; accordingly the day of my departure arrived without any terms with
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the Government having been satisfdctorily settled. I had been subjected to considerable

losses by being called upon so suddenly to break up my establishment ; and for temporary

outfit I had been thus subjected to expenses exceeding £500.

In order that the King's promise to the Legislature of Upper Canada should be fulfilled,

instead of being sent, as had been customary, in a King's ship, I was desired to proceed with

my suite, which consisted of my aid-de-camp, my civil secretary, &.C., by tho packet to New
York, from whence I was to transport them, as well as my baggage, in tho depth of winter,

through the United States to Canada ; and, in order to indemnify me for ail theso losses,

outfit, and expenses, 1 was offered on the morning of my departure £300, of which, I was
told, it would bo necessary to retain £230 for the fees of my commission.

With my suite I immediately set oif for Liverpool, and I was on board the New York

^pa^t.-it, which was actually moving out of the harbour, when an official letter was delivered

to me by post, cancelling the appointment of my aid-de-camp

!

) There was of course no time to remonstrate: however, as Lieut. Halkett, in order to

'join me, had obtained from the commanding officer of his regiment a year's leave of absence,

I begged he would employ it by accompanying me to Toronto as my guest, which he accord-

ingly did.

My arrival in Upper Canada will form the subject of the next chapter. I will therefore

merely here state that, in tho very few words which passed between Sir John Colborne and
myself on the subject of official expenses, Sir John mentioned to me, in general terms, that

thuse expenses hud, during the ten years he hud administered the government, exceeded his

salary of Governor; and 1 had scarcely thus learned that the theory I had asserted in the

.Colonial Office was a practical fact, when 1 found that, even before I was sworn in, I was
-debtor to Sir Joint Colborne £1050 for stoves, kitchen apparatus, furniture of public rooms,

&c., and that I should be /equired to pay another £1000 for horses, carriages, sleighs, linen,

Jiveries, additional furniture, &c.

^ Considering that our valuable North American colonies were supposed almost by every-

body in England, and especially by the Government, to be on the point of separating them-
selves from the parent state, I will merely aak, was it even politic in the King's Government
to despatch me on so furloiU a hope, not only without sufficient means, but, morally speaking,

,as destitute of ammunition as General .Whitelock's men were, when, without flints or fixed

bayonets, they were wilfully marched towards inevitable defeat ?

Whatever may be the opinion ofthe public on this subject, I shall always believe that, had
I, inexperienced and unsupported, fallen as soon as I reached my post, his Majesty's Govern-
,incnt would have been liable to impeachment for the loss ofour North American colonies. Never-
l^theless, I really do them the justice to believe that they were so intoxicated by the insano

_

|theory of conciliating democracy, that they actually believed the people of Upper Canada
fwould throw up their hats and be delighted at the vulgarity of seeing the representative of their

iiovereign arrive among them as an actor of all work, without dignity of station, demeanour, or

conduct: in short, like a republican governor, who, from his cradle has been brought up to

reckon "thut all men are born equal"—that the fabric of human society has neither top nor
bottom—tl'ut the protection of property of all description belongs to the multitude, and that

the will of the mob is tho real "law of the land."
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CHAPTER III.

My ni rivul at Toronto—SirDiigo impres!iinn concerning me—The conduct of the Loyaliits—and of the Republicans

Copy of leiier from Mr. Joseph Hume to Mr. M'Keiizio, found among Monsieur Papineuu's baggugo—My
comniunicniion to Mis Majesty's Oovernmeni.

TiiKKi': would bH no tiiid tu this ciiupter w*>ru I to il(!i4crih<! tlin Hiinplicicy of ininil, ill-

naturedly called ijriioraiicc, witli wliicli I a|>pruaclit.>d tliu city u( Turoiito.

With jMr. M'Kcnzin's heavy hook of lam('iitati()iii» in my portmanteau, and with my reme-
dial instructions in my writiiiix-cnsc, I considered myself ns n political physician, wiio, whether
regularly educated or not, was about to elfect a snrprisiiii^ cure: for, as I never doubted for a
moment eitluir the existence of the 553 pogee of grievances, nor that 1 would mercilessly des-

troy them root and branch, I felt perfectly confident that 1 shoidd very soon be ahh; [iroudly to

report that the grievanct^s of Upper Canada were defunct—in fact, that I had veni-ed, vidi-ed,

and vici-ed them.

As, however, I was no more conncctt^d with human politics than thi; horses that were
drawing me—as i had never joined any [lolitical party, had nr!V(;r attendtid a political discus-

sion, and had nevir even voted at an t.lectiiui, or taken any part in one—it was with no little

surprise that, as 1 drove into Tori)nto, 1 observed the walls placarded in large letters which
designated me as

"Sin FitANcis IIi:.\i), a tkwod Rei^oumer." .

I could soon see that tht; loyalists lnokt-d npcn me in this light, and, accordingly, on the

very first appointment, that of Siirveyiir-rJeiieral, which they themselves forced mo to make,
they almost one and all Joined in a very improper petition to the King, which I um sure they

liave ail since dee[)Iy regretted.

Exposed as I knew I must be to the political storm, it was to me a matter of the most
perfect indilVerence from which quarter of the compass it proceeded. " / hacf the ffriic/inces

of Upper Ctinada," I m\i\Unnysv\f, " and f htive thrir remedies ;" and, whether the Tories
liked tiie medicine or whether they did not, I cared not u single straw.

Among those who in private audience presented themselves to me was Mr. Bidwcll, the

Speaker of the House of Assembly.

To tliis g(!nil(!m.in, who was the leader of the republicans, I expressed the same language
wliicli I had addressed lo the leaders of the opposite [larty. I told him plainly that I was an
inexperienced ni'in, but that I would (l(!al honestly towards the country ; and, l)ein!.' resulntely

determined to correct iIm; grievunc(;s of tht; province, I at once took U|) the book which contained

theni, and inviii'd Mr. ^iidwel! to converse with iiw. freely on the subject.

To my utter astonishment, he told me that there were grievances not at all detailed in that

bonk, which " the people" had long endured and were still enduring with great patience ; that

thiMe was no desire to rebel, but that a morbid feeling of dissatisfaction was daily increasing

—

that increase it would, and tlint, in fad, if it hud not been distinctly stated that I was the bearer

of luw instructions, ihos.! with whuni he was associated had come to the deteriniiiation never

to meet in provincial parliament again. " What, do you mi an, *Si<r," saiil I, "that thin book

of isrievancm, which 1 htice bun i»pcci(dlij sent to correct, does not contain the annplirints of
the prorincef" iMr. IJidwell repeated his former answer, and, from that day to the hour of

his having the country, rierer could I get him to look nt the book of grievances, but whenever
! referred to it. ho invariably tried to decoy me to some other Will-o'-the-wisp complaint,

wiiiiii in like luanmr would have flown away before me had I attempted to approach it.

Wlirn Mr. M'Keiizie, bringing with him a letter of introduction from Mr. Ilnme, called

iijioii mi>, I thouglit that of course he would be too happy to discuss with me the contents of

his own book, but his mind seemed to nauseate its subjects ev(;n more than Mr. Bidwell's.

Afraid to look me in the face, he sat, with his feet not reaching the ground, and with his

countenance avijrted from me, at an angle of about 70 degrees; while, with the eccentricity,

the nilnliility, and indeed the appearance of a madman, the tiny creature raved in all direc-

ices there, which the Committee, he said, had not

ventured to enumerate,

g"-'
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•« (Sir," I fixclaimod, " Let u$ cure what tee hate got here firtt .'" pointing to tho book

I before me. But no, nothing that I could any would induce this pcdlcr to fnco liia own report

;

land I soon foun<l that tho book had the *amo rflTect upon all tho republican members, and

; that,- like tho repellent end of a magnet, I had only to present it to tho radicals to drive them

i from the very object which His Majesty's Government expected would have possessed

..attraction.

Although I had arrived in total darkness, tho light of truth at tmco now bursting upon

my mind, 1 perceived most clearly that tho republicans had over-reached themselves; or, in

still plainer terms, that they hud killed tho goose which had been laying them golden eggs.

Th.j following (iiiy-Faux letter from Mr. Joseph Hume, M. P., to Mr. M'Kenzie, points out

the cautions, cunning, bit-by-bit conrso of " reform," which, in order to attain their treasonable

object, the republicans in our colonies ought to have odopted, instead of dangerously asking

for too much ut a time, or of ever rashly committing tho sum total of their grievances to

paper.

This letter, which was taken among Mr. Papineau's baggage after ho had absconded,

jvas endorsed in the traitor's own hand-writing as follows

:

"Joa. Hume. Addressed to W. L. M'Kenzie, advice respecting tho policy

to bo pursued by him."

"To William Lyon M'Kenzie, of Toronto."

"London, December 5th, 1835.

I'MydeabSik,

" You will learn, witli as ranch pleasure as surprise, of tho recall of your present Licu-

tibnant-Govern^ir, and of the appointment of Sir Francis Head to succeed him. Of the causes

H^hich produced this very fortunate change I will not now dilate, but congratulate you nnd
the people of the province of tho choice made of Sir Francis.

" Sir Francis is known as the author of * Observations on South America,' whither ho
ivent on some mining expedition, and as the author of the 'Bubbles of the Brunnens.' Ho
bas been employed as poor-taw commissioner in Kent, and his conduct and principles have
been much approved of.

" He has been selected as a civilian, as I liopo it is now the determination to send

Jivilians as governors, instead of the military men, as heretofore. Sir Francis has, therefore,

bt lievo, sold out of llie army. I send you a letter of introduction to Sir Francis, to whom
i have given* the 1st and 7th Report of your Committee of Grievances, that he may read
^d stuijy them on his voyage to Canada ; I gave him some of your late letters to me to read,

W that he might know tho grievances you have to complain of, nnd arrive in some degree
Kquainted with your province. If I had your other reports, I should have given him a copy,

ifgave my first copy to Sir George Grey, Under Secretary, and Mr. Chapman has replaced
that one by those you sent him. If these had been in tinu;, I should have met Sir Francis
Bead, nnd have explained to him my view of your situation, but I have written to him shortly

on these subjects, i enclose you ii letter to him, nnd send you a coj)y of that letter, that

jlou may see what I have said to him.

" My anxiety is, that you and all the reformers should receive Sir Francis in the best
possible manner, and do everything consistent with principle to meet his views nnd wishes.
Wo think Sir Francis will do what is possible to conciliate and settle matters, nnd you must
ake allowance for the instructions ho may have from Downing Street, where I do not think
ey have yet come to tho resolution of doing to the colonists what they are doing, or striving

do, for the people of tho United Kingdom.

" When I tcill you that to us, who are on tho spot, nnd watching every movement of
inisters, there appears to be a reluctance to make reforms efficient for the objects con-
mplated, and that we have still the battle to fight for extended surtrage—for protection for
r electors in voting—for equal civil rights to all classes of religious opinions—for reform
our courts of law, &c., you must not be surprised if the ministers are not prepared to yield

• Mr. Hume sent these reports and letters to me. He wrote mo a note proposing an interview, which I politely

Icclined, and, after having road his papers, returned them by a messenger.—F. B. H.
D

I
}»'
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you ail olcctivo L(!gii*liitivo Awfliiibly, which ia ono chief object uf your dumanila. Yuu must
linvo pationco, and tiikti an much ns you cnii gut quirtly. I upprovu much of tho spirit of thn

ttpoocii of Lord Uoxford to tho Aa«t)iiibly of Lower Ciinndii, and trust that Hir Francis Head
will do UH ntucli for you. In that cusu, and you will bu right to <luinund equal justise, I

would hiivu you iiiodcrntu your dvumndA fur tho Lngislnlivo Council, and get all the other

rights fuirly estiibliHlied. If I could have intluoncc with Mr. I'apincaii and his associates, I

would couiiscd him to accept cheerfully tho profTered conccssiona by the Government, niid

give n fair trial to tho CSovernmeiit under the new and improved system. You must bear in

mind that tho conduct of the llouso of Lordd in tho lust sosnion hns rnisod in thn minds of
the reformers here a conviction, as strong as it can bo either in Upper or Lower Canada, that

the IIo<i80 of Lords should bo elective and retponsible, and I have given notice fur an inquiry,

with that view, in the ensuing session. We <io not expect to carry that measure, os Lord
John KuflSidI hiix, in [niblic speeches, declared his intention to resist—>to resist any interfer-

ence with tho House of L«)rda and their privileges. But wo shall diacuaa tho nature and
conatitution and power of that Houae, and tuke, in the mean time, alt the conceniont we can,

to complete tho Reform Bill, and other measures how in progress. We do this to get quietly

what cnn be uied aflerwardi for getting more, if that shall after trial be necessary. Your
demands respecting thn Legislative Council nro exactly the aaino in principle as ours respect-

ing the Lords. Responsibility to tho people in both countries I deem essential for good
government, and for tho power and aatisfaction of tho people. But I must consider the resist'

ance to that concession, and w&it tho proper time fur urging the demand, so as not to inter-

fere with other reform going on.

" Our object, therefore, is your object ; and I request you to use your influence to prevent

that question, if it should not bo yielded by your Governor, from causing strife or ill-will

between the Reformers and the Government. I observe that Lord Gosfurd haa left the

Legislative Council, as to its election by the people, out of hia speech ; but ho hoa promiaed
to improve it by leaving out all those dependent funetiunariea, and you ahould try to get on
with that, tho best you ran, for some iime. Whenever we succeed in England, you will have
no difficulty in Canada in obtaining an improved Legislative Council, and I fiope you will

keep that in view.

"I wisii you would convey to Mr. Papineau, in Lower Canada, this opinion and advice,

us tho ono whicU all the best friends of Canatia in this country would otFer, and let them
consolidate and mature what his Lordship has oflfered to give tlieio. My friend Mr. Roebuck,
and some others here, are too sanguine, and disposed to demand too much, and in a manner
likely to do harm to the party hero ; and I should, therefore, be delighted to see a tone of

moderation and conciliation assumed by the popular party in both countries, in ansv^er to the

overtures of the present Whig Government. You will bear in mind that the Liberal party

here have the court, the aristocracy, and the church all against them, and that it is aound policy

lu the Radicals not to uigc demands from the Whigs which shall, in any way, give ground for

tho King to throw off thn Whigs and to take the Tories to puwer. Every day the Whigs
remain in power, the power of tho people is increasing, and the power of the Tories and tho

church is decreasing ; I therefore entreat you to prevail upon tho Reformers in both Canadaa
to act with moderation ; and, whilst they continue to state what their ultimate and just demands
are, receive with conciliation what they can get towards tho amelioration of yonr existing

grievances.

"If the Reformers, from the Ultra-Radical to the milk-and-water Tory-Whig, had not

acted on these principles in the last fleasioa, the Tories would have remained in power, and
wo should not have got Municipal Reform and other refurm, as now going on.

"You may take my advice, who have never flinched from giving an honest advice to the

Canadians, that the healing of their differencea in the Canadas, by accepting the concessions

olTcred, will plea»e tho Ministers here, and give satisfaction to the King, who is understood to

luke a warm interest in yourafTairs. Take what you can get—petition for tho rest; but use

cool language, and act with moderation in every way. You may trust to us here, that every

acccsMiioii of right and power, by tho people of tho United Kingdom, will soon be returned to

tiic Canadians. I shall be pleased to hear from you from time to time, and, with best wishes

for your success,

"I remain,

Yours obediently,

(Signed) "JOSEPH HUME."
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<• p. S.—Tlio Torit^a hnro havn bncn IxiaRting much of thoir iiccnM in (ho lato registra-

tion of votod, but I licliov*) without truth. I hi'httvo Iluformflra nru ntrnngnr than ever all ovor

tho country, and that, with tho aid of tho Municipal CimnciU, tlin majority for Reform in tho

IIouBoof ComnKum, in thn next oloction, will ho 150 at thr least. Tho Tories aro boasting of

an early clissolution, "' I that Sir Rohi>rt Peel will a^ain bu in ofllco soon ; but, as tho present

Ministry will not ri'Migii, 1 do not think tho King will try nnothnr < mp-d'-etat, as ho did in

November last year.

" From all this you will conclude that the WImitn will rtimnin and, as thtt/ cannot itand

without the Rudktih, tho Ministers must be doing a lii'ii to ploasu them, and thus tho rights

uf tho people will bo gradually secured.

"J. n."

Having endeavoured to explain tho position in which I found myself, after my first fort-

night's experience in provincial government, I will now lay before my readers a despatch which

was written within a week of my arrival at Toronto.

Government Houu, Feb. 5, 1836.

My Lord,

In my despatch, No. 2, 1 informed your Lordship that I arrived at Toronto on the 23rd
ult. 1 had previously engaged apartments, for myself and the three gentlemen who accom-
panied me, at the principal hotel in this city, but on my arrival a letter from Sir John
Colborne was immediately delivered to me, by his aid-de-camp, informing mo that rooms
were prepared for mo at Government-House. Requiring rc»t and quietness, I at first declined

the invitation ; but, finding that party difTercncea were running very high, and being desirous

to show that I had at least arrived with unbiassed feelings, 1 thought it better to accept than
to decline the attention that was offered to nie, and I accordingly went to Government-House
on Saturday.

On Monday 1 was sworn in as Lieutenant-Governor of this province, and the following

morning Sir John Colborne and his family left Toronto for Montreal, accompanied, for a
few miles, by a vast concourse of people, who, ( was happy to see, vied with each other in

testifying the sense they entertained of his amiable character and high moral worth.

On Sir John Colbornc's departure I endeavoured to make myself acquainted with tho

outline of public feeling in tho province, by conversing calmly with the men of most ability

of all parties. I had several interviews with tho chief-justice and the officers of the crown,
two long conversations with Mr. M'Kenzie, member for York, two interviews with M -.

Bidwell, the Speaker of the House of Assembly, and with other:).

As far as 1 was capable of judging, it appeared to me that, in general terms, a good
feeling pervaded a majority of the people of this province, who, intently occupied in their

various locations, arc naturally desirous to be tranquil, and equally disposed to be loyal.

That party feeling, however, and struggle for office, which have existed so strongly in

the mother-country, have produced similar excitements in this province; added to which,
strong republican principles havn leaked into the country from tho United States. These
various elements have long been conflicting together in the Hoii^c of Assembly, which, I

firmly believe, misrepresents tho general feeling and interests of the inhabitants, who, as I

have before said, ardently desire peace, tranquillity, and a continuance of exemption from
taxation. But, from tho peculiar stale of this infant society, all that is good and estimable
remains at the bottom, while the surface is agitated by factious discussions.

In England this evil would soon bo corrected by tho ebullition of a free press ; but the
greatest difficulty which seems to present itself is, that the press is here conducted by editors

who, on all sides, not only misroprosPM, but shamelessly falsify, all public events. In Toronto,
this unprincipled mode of wnrfarn is. so weN understood, that it produces but little evil ; but
the dissemination of falsehood tlironglioiit tho remote districts of tho province, as well as in

Lower Canada, creates a mor I contagion which it is almost impossible to arrest.

As far as I have been able to judge, I sli .1 snv that the republican party are implacable

;

that no concession whatever would satisfy tliim, tlicii <elf-iiit«'re?t('d object being to possess

themselves of the government of this province, ^or the -ako of lucre and emolument.

Under these circumstances, I considercn that iht- great danger I had to avoid was tho

slightest attempt toconciliate any party : that tho only course for mo to adopt was to act fear-
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Icsaly, undisguisedly, «ihI straightforwardly, for the interests of the country, to throw myself on
the good sense and good feeling of the people, and abide a result, which, IHrinly believe, will

eventually be triumphant.

Having resolved on this course, I verbally explained it to Mr. Uidwell, the Speaker of the

House of Assembly, a gentleman of nnimpeiichable moral character, but of strong repuhlican

principles ; to Mr. M'Kenzic, one of the miMnbers for York ; to the various heads of parties
;

and to the members of the Executive Government ; and, on the 27th ultimo, I delivered to the

two houses of the Legislature the following speech :

—

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly,

As the Lieutenant-Governor of this province, lam commanded by the King to lay before

you the answer his Majesty has been pleased to give to the several addresses and represen-

tations which proceeded from the two branches of the Legislature during your last session.

This communication I shall submit to you in a Message, which will at once inform yon
of the ditficult and most important duties about to devolve upon me, as well as upon yourselves.

As regards myself, I have nothing either to promise or profess, but I trust I shall not call

in vain upon you to give me that loyal, constitutional, nnbiav<sed, and fearless assistance which
your King expects, and which the rising interests of your country require.

The newspapers I have forwarded contain the Addresses I received from the Legislative

Council, and from the House of Assembly, to which addresses I replied aa follows :

—

Honourable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council,

It is with much satisfaction that I receive your congratulations upon my assumption of
the government of this important province, and I cordially participale in the sentiments of
gratitude you express for tiie paternal solicitude of our most gracious Sovereign.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly,

I thank you for the address I have just had the pleasure to receive from you. T appreciate

the liberality with which you welcome my arrival among you. I am f;ratified to learn that

you sincerely desire cordially to co-operate with me in the arduous duties which, by command
of our revered Sovereign, w(! are about impartially to perform; and 1 look with confidence

towards the future for thi; ciutiiiuauce of your loyal support.

A great difficulty now arose in my mind, namely, whether my message should consist of

my instructions and appendix, as I received tliiMTi, or whether I should condense them.

I at first attempted the latter course, but, in carrying it into effect, I fimnd the subjects so

im|)ortant, tin; remedies to b(! n[iplit(i recpiiritig so unavoidably the txpiaiiatory arguments upon

which they had been prescribed, that 1 felt it was almost impossible for mo to uiidertnkc cor-

rectly to translate; them into other words. F also consiilered, that as unexpected dillicnlties

had luttily arisen in [<'i\ver Canada, and as tin; press was at that moment decrying " the trem-

bliiiif Gmcriimeiit of Great liritain," any concession proceeding from me might appear as if

extorted by the threats of the nionienl : wlnireas, I felt that if my instructions were giv(!n to

l)()tli Houses exactly as I received them, their date would clearly show that they had no refer-

ence whatever to the tumultuous |)rocee(lings of llie day.

I had also reason to believe that the House of Assi'udily would not be satisfied with any-

thing short of the [irecise words of his Majesty's Government, inasmuch as Sir.lohu Colborno

had formally annnuiic(Hl to tiiem, that on my arrival the King's answer to the addrcjsses and
communicaiions from both houses of the Provincial Legislature woidd be officially announced

to them. I felt, confidc^nt that they woidd receive with tiie griMitest sus[)icion and dissatisfac-

tion any alteration made by me, and that altlioiigh I might certairdy assert the prerogative of

refusing to aeccide to their wishes, yet that such a coiirsf! would belie the straightforward policy

which 1 had declared I would adopt, and at once; involve me in an ignominious dispute, amount-

ing after ail, to nothing less than a (pii!)lil(;, Iiecunse as I was actually ordertMl by your Lord-

shi[) to give them ihti subslatice of my instructions, they might fairly argue that the substance

and the reality were and ought to be identical.

It is true that by giving to them the Appendix which is nn cxi'ract of Lord Gosford's

instructions, I felt that I might |)ossibly embarrass his Lordship ar.d the Commissioner of

Inquiry ; but after giving the subject the best rellection I was able, I cc nsidered that the point
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of all others on which the House of Assembly were most anxious to receive his Majesty's
dniermination, namely, the alteration, if ony, in the Legislative Council, was only mentioned
in my instructions by a reference to the said Appendix, and that the manner in which it was
there treated was by arguments (which I could not presume to withold) avowedly declared to

be applicable to both the Canadas.

I also remembered, that in the draft of the instructions and Appendix originally given to

me by your Lordship, I was ordered to give the "copy" of them to the provincial Legislature,

and that whcin the word " substance" was substituted for the word " copy,"* your Lordship
will remember it wiiscxplnined to me in England, thatthc alteration was merely made because
it had been considered undignified that it should appear, I was ordered to do so, your Lord-
ship observing to me, " But remember, the more you give them of it the bitter"

I have not hesitated to make this explanation to your Lordship of the course I determined
to adopt, because, as regards Lord Gosford, I am not without the apprehensions I have stated.

For the reosons above stated, I accordingly forwarded a copy of my Instructions and
Appendix to each house of Parliament, in the form of a message, headed as follows :

—

Government House, \2ith January, 1836.

" The Lieutenant-Governor transmits to the Legislative Council (House of Assembly)
the communication alluded to in his speech to the two Houses of the Legislature, on the 27th
instant.

'The Lieutenant-Governor was commanded by his Majesty to communicate the substance

of his instructions to both Houses of the Provincial Parliament, but considering it would be
more satisfactory to them to receive the whole, he accordingly transmits it herewith.

"

I am well informed that the Legislative Council were highly satisfied with the above
message, and a deputation waited upon me with an address expressive of these sentiments.

The House of Assembly has not yet pronounced its opinion on the subject, but has merely

ordered 2000 copies of the message to be printed. A most violent discussion will of course

take place, and the result will pretty clearly determine the relative strength of the placable

and implacable parties in that House.

Whatever moy be the result, I shall steadily and straightly proceed in the course ofpolicy

I have adopted : 1 shall neither avoid nor rest upon any party, but after attentively listening

to all opinions, I will, to the best of my judgment, do what is honest and right, firmly believ-

ing that the stability of the throne, the interests of this province, and the confidence of the

people can now only be secured by such a course.

I have the honour to be,

My ||ord.

Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

V. hi'

h'i •. 'J .''I
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The Lord Glenclg, &c. &c. &c.
F. B. HEAD.

As I had anticipated, the production of my Instructions embarrassed Lord Gosford in

the policy by which he was endeavouring to obtain his supplies. The Colonial Oflice joined

ill the general (iisiipprobiition which, in London, was expressed at my conduct, although the

Office knew, as well as one who is still living knows, that in my Instructions, as they were
originally shown to tlie King, 1 was ordered to give "the copy," and that it was his Majesty

himsilf who made tlie alteration, which was explained away to mo by Lord Glenelg, as I

reminded his Lordship in the preceding despatch.

• This alluralioii was made by llie King liitiiself, who deemed it infra dig. lliat the Assembly of Upper Canadit

tliould read thul I was ordered to give ihem a cu/ti/ of my instiuclions. His Majesty tlinuglit it better that tlie qiiuiiltiin

ufilie communication uf my iiisiructiuns shuuld at least apptar to be left to my discretion.

J.-'-

IK.'-Ji-,:
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CHAPTER IV.

The Republicans aie mollified—My Opinions and Policy expressed to the Colonial Oflice—Am called upon to

increase the Exccuiive Council—Ominoui Circumstances attending these Appointments—The Republicans

prepare to advance. i

Although the well-known bUn?-bound grievance book, which I constantly kept on my
tabic, acted as a talisman in tirivinn; from me tho repnblican party, who apparently could

speak no language but that of indefinite complaint, yet 1 clearly foresaw that they would imt

long submit to be thus easily defeated. Although nothing but polite expressions had passed

between tis, it was perfectly evident to me, that the Republicans were sorely mortified nt

being, on all occasions, " brought to book," and that as their case had thus become desperate,

they were not merely waiting, but were eagerly seeking, for an opportunity to pick any quarrel

with me, that would enable them to join with Mr. Papineau and the House of Assembly «)f

Lower Canada in open rebellion. Accordingly, though the main body of their forces con-

tinued stationary, it will appear from the following despatch, that, before I had been three

weeks in the Province, their skirmishers began to advance.

No. 5.

Government-House,

Toronto, Ftbruary 1 5th, 1836.

Mv Lord,

I have the honour to enclose to your Lordship an address which 1 have received from

tho Housu of Assembly.

Your Lordship will perceive that it was moved by Mr. M'Kenzie, with the object publicly

to extract from me my opinions on various subjects, which hiive long been violently agitated

in the House by himself and others, and that in order to give unusual publicity to the address,

2000 copies have been ordered by the House to be printed ; besides which, it has been copied

and published in most of the newspapers.

[ accordingly submit to your Lordship my answer to this address, which you will per-

ceive is written to meet she object to which I well know it is intended to be applied, namely,

to bo circulated tlirougliout tho Canadas.

T can assure your Lordship that I have had «iy satisfactory and amicable conversaticms

with a ntiinbrr of individuals of all parties ; and ffie more I reflect upon what I have heard anil

()bse,rv»!d, the more convinced I am that the population of Upper Canada will eventually rally

round tiiis govcrnineni, if it firmly and decidedly declares that it is determined to maintain the

conntiiution inviolate, but to correct, cautiously, yet elFectually, all real grievances.

As long H") |)0(ipli! it) the remote districts are allowed to believe that the government of

this province fcilsi itself insecure, so long will they be disposed to attach themselves to what-

ever they fire led to coiiC( ive has stability and strength ; but if their own interests bo appealed
to, it'tliey liiiil that we are anxious to infuse among them capital and population, both of which
they ardently desire, and that nothing but dissension prevents it, they will, I firmly believe,

v<!ry tpiickiy correct for themselves tho greatest of all their grievances, natnely, a factious

opp<isitioii to the jjiitish Covornmcnt.

Since my arrival hero my attention has been much occupied in searching for two or three

iiidividnnls fit to be added to the Executive Councils, which will probably be the subject of my
next despatch.

I have the honour to be,

My L )rd,

Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

F. B. HEAD.
Tho Loftl Glcnolg, &c. &c. «&c.
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Tho Constitiitionnlists, or Tories (aa they were called by the Republicans), who imme-
(liatoly after my arrival had made one bad move, now as thoughtlessly made another, which

fur a moment threatened alarming consequences.

An active member of my Executive Council brought before my consideration, in the most

formal manner possible, certain reasons for my increasing that body, which, though obvious

and unanswerable, I should havo been ir.ost happy to have overlooked, until 1 had had time

enough to become better acquainted with the province. Under such an excuse, however, I

did not feel disposed to shield myself, and as this grievance at least was admitted, I deter-

mined I would not bo seen openly to refuse to correct it, but the embarrassing question at

onto fiwai), frotnirhich party should the increase be made? I did not cliooso to join the

Repubiicnna: llin Tories, who, fearing I was their enemy, had thought proper to join in

petitioning tho King against tho very Hrpi; act of my administratiou, were still almost in u

body standing oloof from me. I «li(l not, therefore, feel it right to advance towards them;

and, being thus obliged to bo independent, I determined that tliu addition to my council

should bo made from the middle party, instead of from either of the two extremes. Accord-

ingly, explaining my object, I collected ail the most respectable opinions I could, putting

ih>wn every name that was recommended to me, and finding that the name of a Mr. Robert

Baldwin (a gentleman I had never seen) was repeated on my list infinitely oftoner than any
other, I sent for this individual (ns will appear by the following despatch), and throwing

myself upon hia advice for the addition of two other names, I was led by him tr> select Dr.

Rolph, who has since proved, next to Mr. M'Kenzie, tho most wicked of tbe traitors.

Tho Constitutionalists, or Tories, were both chagrined and alarmed at Dr. Rolph's

appointment, but if they had not joined against me on my arrival, and it' one of their party

had not most inconsiderately forced upon me this increase of the council, neither Dr. Rolph
nor even Mr. Robert Baldwin would ever have been appointed by me.

The ftillowing despatdi will explain the ominous circumstances which attended these

^tppointments.

No. 9.

Government-House,

Toronto, Feb. 2^2,18^6.

My Loan,

A few days after my arrival here 1 rcctlved a coiiimnnirntion from the Executivo Council,

submitting to mo the necessity of increasing their number, wliich, from being composed of

three individuals, would (in case of the illness of any of the members) bo unable to form a

quorum. I was also informed by iliem, that ih Mr. Peter Kobinsoii, l)e^ideH being Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, was also an Executive Councillor, ho hud tho invidious duty imposed

on him of auditing his own accounts.

This important subject, as I stated to your Lordship in mydespntrh, No. 5, hnsorcupied

my attention for some time: for in so small a rommnnity ns tiiat of Toronto and its neigh-

bourhood, to select tliroe indiviiluuls suited to tho ollice was no easy task.

After making every inquiry in my power, I became of opinion, that Mr. Robert Baldwin,

advocate, a gentleman alreaily recommended to your Lnnlship by Sir .Tohn Colbourno for a
seat in tho Legislative Council, was the first individual 1 should select, bi.iiig highly respected

for hia moral character, being moderate in his politics, and possessing the esteem and confi-

dence of nil parties.

Having come to this conclusion, I deemed it [)rndent to consult the Chief Justice, who is

speaker of tho Legislative Council ; Mr. Bidwell, tho speaker of the House of Assembly ; and

tho members (»f tho Executive Council ; and ns all these gentlemen unreservedly approved of

his selection to the oHicc,* I sent for Mr. R. Baldwin, and proposed to him to accept the same,

with tho addition of Mr. , who had already been recommended by my predecessor, and

Dr. Rolph, who had also been reeommonded by Lord Goderich as Solicitor General of this

j)ri>vince.

* They recommended liim only ag a middle luao.
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I had sevoral interviews with Mr. Baldwin, of many hours' duration ; I allowed him to

consult Mr. Bidwell, Dr. Ilulph, and his other friends, on the subject; and the result of his

deliberations was, his pusitivuly declining to take the office, unless I enabled him to carry with

him the support of the House of Assembly, which he stated could not be efTucted unless 1 should

consent to dismiss the three existing councillors.

With this demand I resolutely refused to comply, on the grounds that 1 had other interests

besides those of the House f>f Assembly to consider; that the Commons o'"eady possessed its

own legitimate power ; that to impart to it in addition an exclusive influence in my Council

would be unconstitutional and unjust ; besides whicii, it would at once connect with party

feelings the representative of His MaujSty, who ought to stand unbiassed, and aloof from all

such considerations.

Mr. Baldwin maintained his demands, and I accordingly parted with him, declaring that

nothing should induce me to dismiss from the council three gentlemen who had given me no
cause for compluliit; that, if necessary, I would rather throw myself on the good sense of this

country, as well as of the world, and abide the result, whatever it might be.

On Mr. R. Baldwin leaving me, I sent for his father. Dr. Baldwin, who, although rather

more ultra in his theory of reform, is a gentleman of very large property, who is respected for

his moral character, and who had also been recommended by my predecessor for a seat in the

Legislative Council. On consulting with Dr. Baldwin, and on proposing to him that he,

Dr. Kolph, nnd Mt. , should join the Executive Council, he insisted on the same demands
as Mr. II. Baldwin, and we accordingly parted.

I felt so confident the terms required of me were unjust, and that to all reasonable men
they would appear so, that 1 had fully determined on the course I would adopt. However,
tliisalternative was rendered unnecessary, by an intimation I received that Mr. R. Baldwin
felt disposed to reconsider my proposal ; and accordingly, the following day, he culled upon me
tt> agree to join the council, without the dismissal of the three existing councillors.

I accordingly appointed an hour to receive Mr. R. Baldwin, Dr. Rolph, and Mr. ,

and in their presenco i addressed the following note to Mr. Baldwin, a copy of which it was
agreed should be given by him to Mr. and Dr. Rolph.

GoVERNME^T-HoUSE,

February 19, 1836.

Dkar Sir,

I have great pleasure in learning that you. Dr. Rolph, and Mr. , accept the invitation

I made to you, by joining the Executive Council.

The confldence I shall repose in you will be implicit; and as I have no preliminary con-

ditions either to accede to, or require from you, I shall rely on your giving me your unbiassed

opinion on all subjects respecting which I mayfeel it advisable to require it,

I remain, dear Sir,

Yours faithfully,

F. B. HEAD.
R. Baldwin, Esq.

After my interviews with these gentlemen, who were yesterday sworn into office, and
gazetted, na " members of the Executive Council, until the King's pleasure be known," I sent

for Mr. Bidwell, and asked him whether he conceived that the House of Assembly would feel

satisfied with the addition 1 hud made to the Executive Council.

Mr. Bidwell told me that ho thought those appointments would give general satisfaction

;

that he wus of opinion the House of Assembly had contidcnce in these gendemcn, as well as

in myself, and that it would be his desire, as welt as those, he believed, with whom he co-ope-

rated, to give me llieir assistance, and in no way to offi^r me any factious opposition. He
oiiservod, Uowovnr, tha\. iharo wv.re several grictaiiccs, uhich your Lordship's instructions to

me had overlooked, und that he expected these would shortly be brought before my attention. -

I must add, that Mr. BidwelPs communications with me have been satisfactory, and that

I have no cause whatever to complain of him, although I have not hesitated invariably to

apprize him that with his political opinions 1 do not concur.
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Having now informed your Lordship of the individuals I have added to the Executive

Council, witli the circumstances which have preceded their appointments (which, I trust,

may be confirmed), it only remains for me to state, that althougli tranquillity in this province

is, I now conceive, momentarily established, I do not expect that the present House of

Assembly will long discontinue their agitations.

It shall bo my duty, however, to aiTord them no reasonable cause for complaint. To
their addresses, as well as to their opinions, I will give every possible attention, and will

afford them ready assistance to correct all real grievances ; but I am so convinced that every

improper concession will not only strengthen their demands, but weaken my influence in the

province, thnt 1 shall continue to resist, as I have hitherto done, any demand that may at all

tend to undermine the happy constitution of the province, ns I believe that this policy will

eventually secure to the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada (whoever he may be) the

confidence and the support of the community.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c.

P. S. I submit to your Lordship copies of two addresses I received last week from the

House of Assembly, with my answers, which explain the reasons for which I declined to

comply with their requests.

Without troubling the reader with these two querulous addresses, my answers to them
will sufficiently explain that they were small clouds clearly indicating an approaching storm.

(Copy of answer, No. 1.)

"Gkntlemen,

" I much regret that I cannot, without authority from the Secretary of State, comply with

the request contained in your address.

" The numerous copies of despatches, »fcc., which accompanied my message to the House
of Assembly, of the 15th instant, will, I trust, satisfy the House of my desire to lay before it

as much of the correspondence between my predecessor and His Majesty's Government, as

with any propriety I could be expected to divulge.

" I iiave already given to the House, according to its request, the names 'of individuals

whose recommendation for seats in the Legislative Council has not yet even received the

sanction of His Majesty's Government.

"The only part of His Excellency Sir John Colhornc's despatch of tiio IGth SeptPmber,

1835, which 1 have deliberately withheld, is that in which lie confidentially expresses to His

Majesty's Government his high ostimntion of tiio character of the individuals he proposes

;

and although in the particular case a'.luded to, no objection whatever exists to the publication

of his opinions, yet I conceive it would establish a bad precedent, were 1 to consent to make
public, descriptions which must unavoidably always be personal, and which might occasion-

ally be painful to the individuals, and consequently unjust towards them to disclose."

(Copy of answer No. 2.)

" Gentlemen,

" It is with great reluctance I t'ecl it necessary to state, that, without authority from the

Secretary of State, I am unwilling to submit to the House of Assembly 'the documents and
other evidence in t\^ possession of the Government or its Officer, relative to the Huron
reserve, or to the proceedings of the Government had thereon, as would enable the House to

ascertain whether its interference on behalf of the Wyandot Indians is required.'
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3,

" My objections on this subject are those of policy rather than of luw ; and withont

denying the constitutional right of either of the two Houses of tiie Locialature to inquire into

any subject in which tiiey may consider tjje public interests to be involved, I am of opinion

that the disclosure of •documents and evidence' alhided to would be attended with evil con-

sequences to those whoir. it is intended to benefit, by rendering the Indians doubtful of the

all-sufficient and paternal protection of His Majesty, on which they have hitherto solely relied.

" Without reverting to the anomalous history of the aborgines of this land, I will merely

observe, that, in Upper Canada, the Indians have hitherto been under the exclusive care of

His Majesty, the territories they iidiabit being tracts of Crown lands devoted to tlieir sole use

as ' His allies.^

"Over these lands His Majesty has never exercised his paramount right, except at their

request, and for their manifest advantage. Within their own communities, they have hitherto

(roverncd themselves by their own unwritten laws and customs; their lands and property

have never been subject to tax or assessment, or themselves liable to personal service.

" As they arc not subject to such liabilities, neither do they yet possess the political

privileges of His Majesty's subjects generally.

" The superintendent:;:, missionaries, schoolmasters and others, who reside among them

for their protection and civilization, are appointed and paid by the King ; to his representative

all appeals have until now been made, and with him has all responsibility rested. In every

respect they appear to be most constitutionally within the jurisdiction and prerogative of the

Crown i and as I declare myself not only ready, but desirous to attend to any complaint they

may ofler me, I consider it would be highly impolitic (especially for the object of reuressing

a trifling grievance) to sanction the adoption of a new course for their internal government.

"To this general view of the subject, I have only to add, that as regards lue particular

memorial submitted to the House of Assembly, by Thomas Splitlog, Tiiomas Clerk, and $ix

others, of the Huron or Wyandot nation, a counter-petition, signed by eleven individuals of

similar tribe and rank, has been presented to the House of Assembly, stating, 'we have the

fullest confidence in the justice and fatherly protection ofour beloved Sovereign and his repre-

sentative the Lieutenant-Governor."
'

"Mat it pi

V

CHAPTER V.

THki Prerogative of the Crown assailed by the Executive Council—The House of Assemhly furiously join in the

Attack—Remonstrance useless—They stop the Supplies— Insult me in a Petition to the King, and to the

House of Cummuus— I appcnl to His Majesty's Government for Support—Solemrly warn (he Oovernmeot

of iheir Policy—Withhold Assent to the Money-Bills—Decliue to grunt the Contingencies, and dissolve the

Assembly—Explain to His Majesty's Government why I cannot agree with the Commissioners of Inquiry,

and tender my Resignation—Result of the Elections— Dr. Duuconrbe and Mr. Hume declare to Lord

Melbourne that I have fabricated Votes— Earnest Recommendation to Kis Majesty's Government not to

surrender the casual and territorial Revenues of the Crown.

The reader is now about to enter upon the most violent, and certainly the moat eventful,

moral struggle that has ever taken place in our North American colonies ; and as I have no
hesitati(m in confessing, that, by retreating before the Republicans, the contest could have .

been avoided, I beg particular attention to the subject.

The subtle, persuasivo eloquence of Dr. Rolph, whose treasonable principles were, by

several intelligent people, justly estimated, induced many to believe that from the moment he
became a member of my Executive Council I was lost. However, I entertained not the

slightest apprehension on the subject, for so long as the Council afforded me constitutional

advice, I knew I should be too thankful to give it immediate consideration; and, on the other

hand, standing as I did (to say the least) totally without support from any party, I felt confi-

dent that if the Council should attempt to force upon me unconstitutional proposals, it would

be out of their power to deprive me of that invincible moral power which always rushes to

the vindication of a just cause.

With the members of the Council, however. Dr. Rolph, who I scon learned waa the

bosom friend and confidant of Mr. Speaker Bidwe!!, 'Jid not plead in vain.
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Aware that in the Houae of Assembly there stood in array an irresistible majority in

favour of the republican principle of making the Lieutenant-Governor's Executive or Privy

Council " responsible to the people," the necessity of my making this concession appeared to

be inevitable ; and calculating therefore that, situated as I was, 1 would not venture to refuse,

they at last agreed together to address to me a written requisition to this effect.

When I received this unexpected document which was regularly signed by all the six

members of the Council, I saw no reason to bo alarmed at it. That I was sentenced to con-

tend on the soil of America with Democracy, and that if I did not overpower it, it would

overpower me, were solemn facts, which for some weeks had been perfectly evident to my
mind ; but by fur the most difficult problem 1 had to solve was, where I ought to make my
stand. To involve myself in a struggle with the House of Assembly, about any one trifling

concession, would, I knew, have brought the Home Government down upon me with all its

power ; the province might also with some apparent reason have complained ; and thus, bit by

bit, and inch by inch, I ftilt I might be driven to abandon constitutional ground, which, once

lost, could never be reclaincd. It was therefore, I repeat, with but little apprehension that

I found my Council (who ! knew would be immediately backed by the House of Assembly)

had called upon me at once to surrender to a democratic principle of government, which I

felt, so long as the British flag waved in America, could never be admitted. I accordingly

declined to accede to the demands of my Council, who, taken quite aback by my refusal,

were no sooner politely bowed out of my service, than I received from the House of Assembly

the following address, to which I gave the reply which follows it :

—

"House of Assembly.

" To Hill Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, Knight Commander of the Royal

Hanoverian Ouelphic Order, and of the Prussian Military Order of Merit,

Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, Sfc. 3fc. Sfc.

"Mat it please your Excellency,

" We his Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Upper Canada in provin-

cial Parliament assembled, humbly beg leave to inform your Excellency, that this House,

considering the appointment of a responsible Executive Council, to advise your Excellency

on the aflfairs of the province, to be one of the most happy and wise features in the Constitu-

tion, and essential to the form of our government, and one of the strongest securities for a

just and equitable administration, and eminently calculated to ensure the full enjoyment of

our civil and religious rights and privileges, have lately learned, with no small degree of

anxiety, that the Executive Council so recently formed for the purpose above stated (as we
presume), consisting of six members, did, on Saturday the 12lh instant, unanimously tender

to your Excellency their resignations, and that your Excellency was pleased to accept the

same; and humbly riiquest your Excellency to inform this House, without delay, whether such

are the facts, and also to communicate to this House full information relative to the cause of

disagreement between your Excellency and your said late Executive Council, as far as lies in

your Excellency's power to make known ; as also to furnish this House with copies of all

communications between your Excellency and your said late Council, or any of them, on the

subject of such disagreement and subsequent tender of resignation."

(Signed) M. S. BIDWELL,
Speaker.

Commont^ House of Assembly,

March I4lh, 1836.

HIS EXCELLENCY'S REPLY.

" Gentlemen,

" Nothing can appear more reasonable to my mind than the surprise und anxiety which

thb House of Assembly express to me at tho intelligence they have received of the sudden

resignation of the six members of the Executive Council ; for with both these feelings I was
myself deeply impressed, when firmly relying on the advice, assistance, and cordial co-ope-

ration of my Council, I unexpectedly received from them the embarrassing document which,

with my reply tliereto, I now, at tho request of the House of Assembly, willingly present to

you. With every desire to consult my Council, I was preparing for their consideration iropor-.
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tant remedial mcasiiroa, wiiicli I conceived would be advisable to adopt ; and had they but

Diibrdcd mo tliosu tow inonionts for rcllection, which, from my sudden arrival among yon, I

fancied 1 might fuirly liuvu cluimed as my duo, the question, which so unnecessarily they have

agitated, would have 'iroved |»riicticnlly useless.

" Had thny chosen to iiavc verbally submitted to mo in Council, that tho responsibility,

and coiisc«|uontly iIks power and patroniige of the Lieutenant-Governor ought henceforward to

bi; transferred from him to tliein—liud tiioy oven, in the usual form of a written petition, rocom-

nierded to my nlteiitioii as a new theory, that tho Council, instead of the Governor, was to bo

responsible to the people— I should have raised no objection whatever to tho proceeding,

however ill opinion 1 niiglit have opposed it; but when they simultaneously declared, n(>tthat

such ougiit 1(1 be, but tlitit such actually was tho law ofthu land, and concluded their statement

by praying tiuit a Council sworn in secrecy to assist me might bo permitted, in case 1 disap-

proved of their opinion, to communicate with the [uiblic, I felt it my duty, calmly, and will: duo
courtesy, to iMf>)''in them, that they could not retain such principles together with my confi-

dence, and to this opinion I continue stedfastly to adhere.

" I feel confident that the House of /issembly will bo sensible that tho power intrusted

to mo by our Gracious Sovereign is a subject of painful anxiety;—that from tho patronage of

this province i can derive no advantage; and that [ can have no object in retaining undivided

responsibility, except that which proceeds from a just desire to be constitutionally answerable

to his INIajesty in case 1 should neglect tho interests of his subjects in this province. With these

sentiments 1 transmit to the House of Assembly the documents they have requested, feeling

confident that I can give them no surer proof of my desire to preserve their privileges inviolate,

than by proving to them that 1 am equally det?rmincd to maintain the rights and |)rero^atives

of the Crown, one of tho most prominent of which is, that wlpch I have just assumed, of

naming those Councillors in whom I conscientiously believe I can confide.

" For their acts I deliberately declare myself responsible; but they are not responsible

for mine, and cannot be, because, being sworn to silence, they are deprived by this fact, as well

as by the Constitution, of all power to defend themselves."

The foregoing documents I forwarded to the Colonial Ofncc with the following despatch.

No. 15.

Toronto, March 22nd, 1836.

]\Iv Lord,

I have tho honour to inform your Lordship that on Saturday, I'Jth instant, the six members
of the Executive (Council suddenly and simultaneously resigned—that a majority of twenty-

seven against twenly-nno of the House of Assembly very resolutely espoused their cause

—

that all butiiness in the House was suspended until my answer to their address was received

—

that a pul)lic meeting has been called on the subject, at Toronto—that similar meetings will

probably take place throiigliout the country—and that the whole province is, and for a short

time will be, in a .slate of very great excitement.

All th's will, 1 firmly bi:lieve, bo prf)ductivo of the most beneficial political insults, and 1

now proceed to submit to your Lordship a plain statement of tho whole afl'air.

In my dcHpateli No. 9, I stated to your Lordship that almost immediately after my arrival

here, ti.e old Ivxcciitivo Council represented to mo tho necessity of increasing the number
which was not only barely sufficient to form a quorum, and, conseipiently, in case of the illness

of any one menibir would be powerless, but that tho Commissioner of Crown Lands, from

being one of the members, was obliged to audit his own accounts.

In my despatch alluded to, which I beg your Lordship will bo pleased to rc-perusc, I

detailed tho diiliculty I had had in addin ^ three now members to the Council, and tho attempt

which had been made to insist on ray forcing the unpopular old members to retire.

As soon as tliis addition to the Council was gazetted, which happened less than a month
ago, a universal joy and satisfaction v/as expressed by the radical party, and I received addresses

from various places, expressing in very strong terms approbation of the addition I had made
(to the Council, and praying that the old members might be dismissed.
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III receiving thcan addresses I could not but remark, that not only were many of them

uxprosscd in cxuctly tlie aamu terms, as if written by one person, but that several were presented

tu me by tho samti two members of the Assembly; and from other ominous circumstances

1 became fully convinced that an attempt somewliero or other was making to promulgate an

error which has long been artfully inculcated in this province—namely, that the Executive

('ouncil were ru^ptmsiblu to tho peoitlu fuk the acts of the Lieutenant Governor.

Tho object of this smooth-faced, insidious doctrine was nt first to obtain for the Conr
merely rcspumibilUy, and, when that point was conceded, immediately to demand from ti.

Crown the power and patronage which has hitherto bren invested in tho Lieutenant Governor.

As tho addresses proceeded from places of no importance, I replied to tho persona!

congratulations on my arrival, with which they commenced, without taking any notico at all

of the objectionahio clauses, at the same time I was perfectly alive to tho very great danger

that was brooding; and expecting that it would sooner or later be brought before my notico

by an address from tiio Mouse of Assembly, I determined that, the moment it assumed a tan-

gibit) form, I would ut once stand against it.

While I was in this suspense, the attack wns made upon nie from a rfuartor from which

i certainly did not expect it ; namely, from the Executive Council itself, which, in a document
signed by them all, declared that the popular doctrino was the law of the land, that the old

practice had been unconstitutional ; and thnt in ease 1 was of a different opinion, my council,

sworn to secrecy, humbly prayed that it might be permitted to communicate with the people.

I need hardly observe, that by this address tho old, unpopular Councillors* at once
impeached tho conduct and practice of >heir whole lives. However, on the receipt of tho

document, I immediately informed the Council that they could not retain such principles and
my confidence, and that they must consequently abandon cither tho one or the other.

This reply was what they did not expect ; for the new members, elated by the success

of the intrigues wliich had been adopted, had fancied themselves to be so strongly supported

by the people, thut they did not conceive I would venture to do anything but accede to their

threnf.

As soon as tho Council received my reply, ft)ur of the members, namely, « * *

* * * at once surrendered at discretion, offering to recant all they had written, and
assuring me they had since the receipt of my answer again changed their minds : however,

the other two held out ; and I; therefore, declared that the document by which I had been
attacked could only be cancelled by the same Council from which it had proceeded, and that

unless it was retracted as formally as it had been made, 1 must adhere to the reply I had
given to it.

1 had two reasons for maintaining this course : first, because had I dismissed only the two
popular candidates without explaining the cause, I should have incurred the greatest unpopu-
larity, and should have been hampered by the continuance in ofTice of the other four: secondly,

because, for the reasons above e uted, being persuaded that sooner or later it would be necessary

i should stand against a doctrine which was rapidly tending to upset the prerogative of the

Crown, I deemed it advisable to do so before it got too strong for me, particularly as I never

could hope to attain a more advantageous position for the contest than that afforded me by
the ill-written document of my own Council.

Having now very briefly explained the outline of the afTair, I beg to refer your Lordship
to the four following printed papers which will fully explain it in detail.

1. A copy of the address I received from the House of Assembly.

2. My reply thereto, enclosing,

;5. The communication I had received from tho Executive Council, and

4. My reply thereto.

Having submitted to your Lordship the foregoing documents I beg leave to repeat, as my
humble opinion, that tiie greatest possible benefit will bo derived f. :r' Mic dispute 1 am having
with this province : for if truth be invincible, it will follow that the efibrt which is making to
'appose me must eventually be discomfited, and among the description of people which I have
to deal with, such a result will be highly important.

* Tlio Ilonoujiible Colonel Wells is tho only surviving member of tlieso old councillors—n more loyal man doe: '

not exist in Upper Canadii; so indeed w»s tlicluto Ilonournble P. Robinson.
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On tlio other hand, should I be dcfuated, I trust your Lordship will novur regrot that I

did not hc6itato tu maintain tho rights and prerogatives of tho Crown.

I also enclose herewith to your Lordship, an addrefls I have received from the Mayor,
Aldermen, and Commonalty of tho City of Toronto, with my reply thereto.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord, v

Your Lordship's obodient servant,

F. B. HEAD,
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &-c. &c.

As soon an the Constitutionists were convinced by tho principles I was maintaininif, that
notwithstanding Mr. Hume's pestilential letter of recommendation in favour of Mr. M'Kcnzie
(who had openly boasted of i.). nnd notwithstanding the Huspicions appointment of Dr. Rolph
to my Council, 1 was not, as had been generally »np|)08ed, a democrat, tliey moat loyally, one
and all, Joined me to a man. Moral war was thus (as it long ago ought to have been by his

Majesty's Government) openly proclaimed between llie Constitutionists and the Republicans;
or, in other words, between those who were for liritish iiistituliotm, against those who were for

soiling tlic empire by the introduction o( demoerncy ; and I neitd hardly add, that the approaching
struggle was most anxiously looked u[ion by the other North American Colonies as one on
which their own political destinies depended.

1 was, of course, too much occupied to bt; oWc to write to the Colonial Office ot very
great length : however, on tho Gth of April, 183G, I forwarded a despatch which, commencing
with detailing events which having already been submitted to the reader, it would be tedious
to recapitulate, proceeded as follows :

—

EXTRACT. t

Many of the addresses I received on this subject had evidently proceeded from the some
pen, and had the influence, which was thus exerted, continued to be secret, it might shortly

iiave produced such powerful eflects, that 1 might have found it almost impossible to have
opposed it ; but, very fortunately, the power exerted against mo was loo eager for its object,

and the battery was unmasked before the enemy was sufficiently organized to nmr. it.

My Executive Councillors themselves suddenly claimed the responsibility which had
hitherto rested with the Lieutenant-Governor; and on my recpjiring them to resign, an excite-

ment suddenly burst forth in the House of Assembly beyond all description.

The republican party fancying that their object was attained, and that I was caught ii»

the net which had been so insidiously drawn around me, were exasperated at seeing me
suddenly extricate myself from it, and the House addressing me on the subject, instantly

suspended all business until it ha<l received my reply.

The whole correspondence on the subject, some of which has already been forwarded
to your Lordship, I here annex in a printed form : it contains

—

" I. The address of the House of Assembly.

" 2. My reply thereto.

" 3. The communication addressed to me by the Executive Council.

" 4. My reply thereto.

"5. An address from the mayor and common council of the City of Toronto.

" G. My reply.

" 7. An address, signed by the mayor, from u public meeting held in the city hall.

" 8. My reply.

"9. An address from the House of Assembly.

" 10. My reply."

I trust that the tone of my answers to the above communications will sufficiently prove

to your Lordship how desirous 1 was to ofl'er all possible explanation, and to do everything in

my power to govern, and to be governed, by truth and reason.

i
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At the timu I conducted this correBponduncn, I was perfuctly Ronsiblo that I wa-i fi \(l-

Icsa ; for ihn ropultlican party had proved ihemaulves to bu imphicahio, and tho constirut (MiI

party I had rufuiiiMl to join : howovur, Hueing thnt tliu nioinoiit had now arrived for n ^^i >-ly

asaiiinint^ my position, 1 awaited thu ruHult of thu conflict with a perffct confiduncu, i v

proceeding from the judticu of my cause.

The success of theno measures has, I can faithfully assure your Lordship, equnllcd my
most sanguine expectations.

Every newspaper in tho Upper as well as in tho Lower Province, excepting Mr.

M'Kenzio^s Advocate and one other, has in the most unequivocal terms supported me in the

doctrine I have maintained; tho constitutional party hiive joined mu to a man, and in tho

numerous addresses I have received are the names of many influential individuals who have

hitherto been opposing the Ciovernment. Indeed, I can truly declare, that tho inttjiligent

classes of every denomination are rallying around me in a miinner which fully corroborates

the statement 1 first made to you on arriving in this province, namely, "that all that is good

and estimable remains at the bottom, while the surface is agitated by factious discussions."

A very striking example of this fact occurred on Saturday last.

As soon ns the late Executive Council resigned, Mr. M'Kenzio and his party, at an

immense expense, forwarded to every [tart of the province {trinted copies of the annexed
circular, almost all of which were franked by members of the Ass(;mbly. This document, as

your Lordship will observe, ended by a printed petition to the House of Assembly, which

only required the insertion of the name of the township and of tlio subscribers.

As soon ns this firebrand was supposed to have caused suiTicient excitement, the four

members of the Metropolitan County of York, namely,* Mr. M'Konzie, Dr. Morrison, Mr.
Gibson and Mr. M'Intosh, issued another notice (which I also armex') dated " House of

Assembly," and calling a public meeting to be held ten miles from Toronto on Saturday last.

As this county has been supposed to be under the complete influence of Mr. M'Kenzio,
and its other mendxirs, it was agreed upon by the constitutional party, that, as they might be
overpowered by numbers, they would not attend, and accordingly it was expected that the

Radicals would completely carry the day : however, the reply 1 had written to tho industrious

clasoes of Toronto had beun much read, and accordingly, when the meeting assembbid on
Saturday an unexpected result took place.

Mr. M'Kenzio totally failed in gaining attention; another member, Dr. Morrison, who
is mayor of Toronto, was collared and severely shaken, and tho whole aflliir was 8o com-
pletely stifled by the indignation of the people, that the meeting was dissolved without thn

passing of a single resolution.

Mr. M'Kenzio and his party afterwards assembled, and then went through tho form of

carrying their ready-concocted resolutions.

The effect which this unexpected defeat will produce throughout the province will, 1 am
perfectly convinced, eventually break up the radical faction ; and as soon as I have an oppor-
tunity of visiting, as I propose to do if I remain here, every county in this province, and of

meeting and conversing with the inhabitants, 1 feel quite confident that a burst of loyalty will

resound from one end of the province to the other, for a more honest, well-meaning yeomanry
and peasantry cannot exist than his Majesty's subjects in this noble province.

It is out of my power to describe to your Lordship, without the appearance of exaggera-
tion, the joy and gladness expressed to mo by all parties at the constitutional resistance I

have made ; but 1 will not conceal from your Lordship that there is one question in almost
everybody's mouth, namely, " IVill the Lieutenant- Gorernor be supported by the Home
GotcrnmentV "He NEvmi mill !" say the Radicals; " We fear he tcill not!" say the Coii-

stitutionists.

Your Lordship has to settle this question, and in my humble opinion upon your decision

rests our possession of the Canadas.

I have tho honour to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glcnclg, &c. ^c. &c.

* Of tlicso four individuals, tlirco Imvo siucc ciiiior bee.i tried fur treason, or have ftbscondud.
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Tiio war wliicli rngnil ogniiiHt tliu Kxuciitivu Govorninoiit of U|i|ior Cnnndn, in tho IIuuso

of Asauiiibly, could only bu (!X|)lHir:(!(l hy a publicalion of tho violuiii BpouclicH of tho U«)piil»-

licuiifi, which nro iniich too long to ho horc inMortnl. Hnfficit it to v, ijiiit tho rc|iiibli('nri

iimjority ndopttui an addri-sa to tho King, signrd MurnhiiH S. Itiduitt, Sfntiker, in which hia

liitu Miijcaly'rt iitti'iition waa calU'd to n ruport which 'ho IIuuku of AHMiinbly had adopltMJ, in

wliich it wax diuiari'd that my "ear was cri.-duloiiti," tny "mind poirionod," my " fuidingri

bitter"—lliat I wan "dfH|i(ilic, tyrannical, iinjuMl, dcccitliil," that my conduct had bcttn

"derogatory to the honour of tilt! Kin);," "dcmorali/.ing to thi! community," and that I had
treated the people of ilio provinco ax boing "litlin better than n country of roguen and foola.

'

Not sati^lled with tlii^s attack upon my cliaracter, tho lloiiao adopted a long memorial to the

House of Commons, aigncil 7l/«>;i/i«// iS'. Ilidwill, Sprnker, in which not otdy was tho aamt;

olVensive report submiitud, but it waa further Htated in tho memoriid as foliowD:

—

" It is - ith pain, disaiipoinlnient, ami humiliation wo notice the roitorated declaration ot

his I<]xccll(!iicy to conduct our atfairti without tlu; advice «>f tlu; l''x*!culiv<! Council according

to his own will ami pleasure, which his public acts have already proved to bo arbitrary and
vindictive. And this view of hia sole ininisierial power and authority, with a nominal reaiion-

Hibiiiiy to Downing-street, he haa auataiiuMl beforu the public by niis-statenuMits and miarc-

presentations ho [talpably opposed to caiuloiir and truth, aa to destroy all hopea of further

justice from his governnK^nt. •»»•*« 1«',,|. other iiislancea of his duviation

from candour and truth, Sm,, wo ritfur to the append..'! documents.

(Signed) "MAU«IIALL S. BIDWKLI-,
" tifKAKKU."

As this Mr. Ridwell waa tho well-known leader of hia party, as he was generally supposed
to have been the franier of the address against me to the King, and aa ho waa at all events

the olllcial organ of a House of Assembly which had heaped upon ino such un[mrelleled ai>iiae,

tho reader will In-realter learn with no little surprise, that hia Majeaty'a Government, instead

of supporting me by openly resiinting his conduct, tiesired that ho should bo publicly exalted

to tho Judicial Hoiicli, by mo, whoso station of re|>reaentalive of the King ho liiid so grossly

insulted. But as this will form the subject of n distant chafiter, 1 will a^ once regularly

proceed with my narrative by stating, that on the Assembly stu|)piiig the supplies, I withheld

my assent from all their money bills, and even from their own contingencies, on tho principle

that as nothing but a storm of agitation could now setilc tho weather, it would be usulesa to

attempt to su|ipress it. In tho following despatch, 1 will, however, request the reader's

especial attention to and recollection of the solemn warning it contains.

N(.. 26.-

Toronto, 21st April, 103G.

Mv Lord,

1 have thn honour to transmit to yf)ur Lordship two addresses from tho House of

Assombly to his Majesty, as also a cofty of one to tho House of Commons, reprobating in

iiimsual languagt! my conduct as Lioutenaiit<Governorof this province. I liavi; also to inform

your Lordship, that tin; House of Assembly have deemed it their duty to stop tho auppliea

—

that, in consequence of this proceeding, I have reserved all their mcmey bills for the consi-

deration of his .Majesty; and that I have declined to grant their contingenri'.'f. I also inclose

io your Lordship u copy of my vpeecli on proroguing the Provincial Lugit»laturc.

Under these circumstunccs, I feel it incumbent to submit to your Lordship a niain state-

ment of the whole alfair.

In my despatch No. 3, to your Lordship, dated 5tli February, I stated as follows :

—

" As far as I have been able to judge, I should say that the republican party are implacable,

that no concession whatever would satisfy them, their self-interested object being to possess

tli<:mselves of the government of thia province, for the sake of lucre and emolument."

In my despatch. No. 9, tlated 22nd February, I stated to your Lordsiiii) as fullowv :

—

"Having now informed your Lordship of the individuala I have added to tho Executive
Council, with the circumstances which have preceded their appointments (which I trust may
1)0 confirmed), it only remains for me to state that although tranquillity in this province is, I

conceive, now momentarily established, I do not expect that tho present House of Assembly
will long discontinue thbir agitations.
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'< It ihall 1)0 my duty, hnwovor, to iiirorci tliitm no rnnnonnblo cauio for complaint. To
tli«ir bddrnMen, hh writ ua ttn'ir opiniotm, I tlmll givu every poBHiblu ntt(!ntioii, and will nfl'ord

tliom ovury n8i«ii«(iiricu to corruct nil roul gricvanci-H; l)iit I am ho convincud that ovcry inipro-

pnr conCDiiioii will not only BtrongtliiMi tliiiir duninnds, but weaken my infliK.'nco in tliu province,

that 1 ahall cuntiniiu to ruoint, iia I havt; liitli(!rto done, any demand lliat may at ail tend to

undermine the liaftpy constitution iiI'iIm! province, n» I believe tliat titia policy will eventually

Hecuro tu the Lienteniint (iovernor ot Upper ('aiiadu (whoever hi! may be) the confidence and

support of the coinnmniiy."

To thu foregoing opinions, e.xpressGtl to your Lordohip, I lirmly continue to adhere, anil

refer to them fur the object of proving tliat tin) political Mtatu of this province recpiiros no deep
experience, but that ilH moral was eviileiit to mi; before I had been a month in thia capital.

The i)|ieech I yesterday di-liveied on proroguing the Provincial I.egialaturn will siilli-

ciuntly explain tho attempts I hav<; in vain made to carry into otfect the remedial mcasiirea

with which I was intrusted. I will, therefore, only shortly observe, lliat the Grievance Ileport

remains uno/M'n<</—that not one of the remedies your Lordship prescribed has been carried

into efl'ect ; that, in fact, thia (iriovance Report was nothing but a revolutionary ignis fatiiim,

Kirposi-ly created to deceive the Kritish (iovt^rnnient, and that, as I stated in my despatch,

o. 21, dated (ilh April, "fur from desiring to remove tiieso grii.vances, the republican mem-
bers deem them the fulcrum for aubverting the government, and for destroying the constitu-

tional liberties of tho province."

The decided measures which your Lordship took promptly to correct the alleged griev-

ances which were brought before you have had the happy (ilfect of breaking up the faction

which, from want of firmness, has lung been undermining the constitution of this province.

—

Its enemies are now unmasked, disarmed, and discomfited, and the inhabitants of this country

are now indignantly exclaiming, as Cromwell said, " loit who are deputed hen; by the peupli:,

to get their grittances redrcsted, are youra>tec« become their greatest griitaucc
!"

If tho aentimcnts contained in these petitions from the House of AiHscmbly were really the

sentimeiita of their constituents, thia province might justly be said to be in a state of revolt;

whereas the fact is, as I stated it to your Lordship in my despatch No. 24, " that n burst of

loyalty will very shortly reaotiiid from one end of the province to the other, as u more honest,

well-moaning yeomanry cannot exist than his Majesty's subjccta in this noble province ;
" and

fur a proof of thia assertion, I refer your Lordship to thu enclosed nddrussiis I have already

received.

Your Lordship cannot but remark, that, for tho first time in the history of this province,

the supplies have been stopped—that the whole country has thus been thrown into confusion,

and that the period stiected for this violeno! I^is been my arrival with your Lordship's iiiotriic-

tions to correct all the grievances of the couij ry ! Had the object of those who have styled

themselves Reformers been reform, your Luuisliij/s iiidtructiuna would have been hailed with

joy; instead of which they have been re[)udiated by thu Republicans, as the enemy o'' Jieir

hopes.

The case is fortunately so clear, that no one even in England can now fail to understand it.

" IVhy," it will bo asked " har, the supplies in Upper Canada been stopped ! " Tho
answer ia, because the complaints of tiie Republicans were ordered to be corrected ; and being

thus driven oil* their grievance-grotiiid, they were forced by your Lordship to unveil their real

object, which has been neither mure nor less than to seize upon tho jjower and patronage of

the Crown.

" And how,^^ it will be asked, " have they attempted to do this V I reply, by demanding
that the Executive Council be henceforward responsible tu tho people; or, in other words, to

themselves, for tho acts of the Lieutenant Governor.

"And is this all ? " No; they further demand that the Legislative Council shall be
elective; or, in other words, that it also shall be nominated by themselves; and if this does
not betray their real object—if this docs not prov^. to people in England the traitorous, demo-
cratic intentions of the half-do2:en Republicans who have been allowed tu agitate this iiublu

province, facta are useless, and argument powerless !

Ifthe duties of the Lieutenant-Governor of this province merely consisted in his being

one branch out of three of tho Colonial Legislature, even in that case there could be no more
reason why iie should be governed by an Executive Council, than that such a body should bo

H

>..

^ *

''1^ -^h.

\f ,<•> .

'n\:~:

V '
. r AT . I

,1 ''»*.i !• f
'

I

^.;-;^:.^•

/•'•„'.•..,•

•>.•••.
,

••• ,* '*
L'

'' ' • J^ .

I" t, •

' \ \y •

Lit'
..' . , »

i .;
1



30 Narrative, by Sir F. B. Head. [4th Sess. I3th Pari.

created to govern tho House of Assembly or the Lrgialativc Council; but, besides the Licu-

tenant-Governor'a station in the Provincial Lj-gisloturo, he has to guard the lands and pro-

perty of tiiu Crc\,n: in i'horr, hn is the only individual in this colony competent to consider

the interests of the British Empire, of which this colony is but an atom.

The Executive Council are his Privy Council, to give him sworn advice when he wants

it, and not to "encumber him with help" when he docs not require it.

If I had been governed bv my Into ('onncil, the constitution of this province would at

this moment bo subverted, for it will bo evident to your Lordship that the unanimous demanti

they made upon me wus contrary to law.

This iloctrinc was, in 182B, clearly explained by Mr. (now Lord) Stanley, who, in reply

to Mr. Roebuck's motion, "That a select committee be appointed to inquire into the political

state of tiie Cunadas," declared as follows :

—

"The first point to which the Honourable Member referred, was, the constitution of tho

Executive Council. It may, perhaps, bo necessary for mc to inform the House that the

Executive Council is a body acting in the nature of the Privy Council in this c«Mintry—advising

the governor, but niit responsible to him, and forming a council against whose opinion, as

well as with it, he m;iy act."

Mij Lord, I most sokmnli/ declare, as viy deliberate opinion, that if this doctrine he ever

subverted, democracij, in the worst possible form, will pretail in our Colonies.* The two

branches of the Li'^islature have their respective interests to attenil to, which too often arc

made subservient to tlieir private views; but tiiio LIEUTElNA^T-Gov•EKNOR is the KiiNg's

aF..\riM;i., and if he be disarmed of the power he has received from the Imperial Parliament,

and bo fettered by his Provincial Council, the Republicans will move heaven and earth to

become the individuals to govern him.

If the power of the Lieutenant-Governor is to be surrendered, I respectfully recommend
that the deed be done in broad daylight : for, to hamper him by the number of his councillors,

<r to oblige him to consult them when he does not need their advice, would most surely

produce the same effect in a weak, discreditable manner.

As the subject is of vast importance, and as I believe our colonial possessions now hang

upon your Lordship's decision, I will proceed to shew with what artifice the Republicans of

the House of Assembly of this province have, in their petition against me, endeavoured to

attain this object.

But the Republicans in the House of Assembly were unable to answer the correspond-

ence which I had held with my late Executive Council, and, feeling that they were dead
beuteii, they caught at this straw, and petitioned the House of Commons, which of course

they knew were perfectly ignorant «if the whole subject, against what they have termed my
" deviation from candour and truth."

But it is perha[is >vell they should have done an, as it will explain to tho House of

Commons, as well as to your Lordship, what sort of people the revolutionists of Up[icr Canada
are, and will prove the absolute necessity of not ordering the Lieutenant-Governor to be
governed by his Executive Council, which might be composed of such men. In this event,

what would become of the property of the Crown 1—What would become of the rights of the

people t

I have now submitted to your Lordship facts which are incontrovertible, and have re|)lied

lu the accusations which have been made against me by the House of Assembly, by merely

contrasting them with their own declarations.

I must now proceed alone upon my own testimony, to which I trust your Lordship will

ffivc that weitrht which is due to the station I hold.

I have stated to your Lordship that the instructions you gave me to correct the grievances

of this country have had the effect of breaking to pieces the republican party. The loyul

I'eeling which is now rising up to support me in all directions is greater than I dare describe;

* Tiic render is pailiculaily requeiited (o keep in mind these solemn wnrning*, m he will, ero long, read with

:isioMi>liniciit iho oidcrs ^iveii by Ilcr Miijesty's Government respecting ihem to Sir Archibald Campbell, Lieutenant*

Gove' nor of New Brunswick.
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as a single proof <ifwliich, 1 will inform you, that a scene took place on my proroguing the

Provincial Legislature which is unprecedented in the history of this country.

Although Toronto is, and always has been, the head-quarters of the reformers, and

though this capital will suffer more than any other part of the province by the stoppage of the

supplies, yet never before was the Parliament House so crowded, inside and out, as when I

went there to deliver my speech.

As soon Hs it was ended, contrary to all custom, a burst of acclamation resounded

—

cheers were several times repeated, and a crowd of the most respectable people, of all parties,

actually endeavoured to take the horses from my carriage to draw me up to Government

House.

On the speech being read again by the Speaker in the House of Assembly, the gallery

and floor was equally crowded, and, ns soon as Mr. Speaker Bidwell had concluded, three

cheers were given in the House, hithough never before had such a demonstration of public

feeling been evinced.

I am perfectly confident that the whole country is disposed to rise up to support me, and
I can assure your Lordship that I foresee no difficulty whatever in crushing the republican

party, and in eatablishing loyalty, except a general fear which prevails throughout the country

that the Home Government will be afraid to support me.

I tell your Lord^!|lip the truth, for it is proper you should know that the reception which
was given in England to Mr. M'Kenzic has had the effect of cowing the loyalists and of

giving a false courage to the republicans.

One word of firmness from the British Government will now settle the question forever;

but if you hesitnt(! to support me; if in your Lordship''s reply to this despatch you eneourage

by a single word the republicans, they will instantly be reanimated, and will again utter their

old cry against the "weak and trkmbling Governmknt of Great Britain."

That they have mistaken British generosity for fear no one is more persuaded than
myself, but I earnestly entreat your Lordship to put confidence in me, for I pledge my char-

acter to the retaiilt; I solcmidy declare to your Lordship that I have no difficulties to contend

with here that I have not already overcome; the game is won; the battle is gained as far

as relates to this country, and 1 cannot give your Lordship a more practical proof of it than

by saying I want no assistance excepting the negative advantage of not being undermined at

home.

I am not myself in the least afraid of your Lordship's shrinking from supporting me, but

if you knew the feeling of this country you would pardon my telling you that the loyalists arc

incapable of understanding the generous, liberal policy under which the Home Government
has intended to act, and that the rupublicans firmly look to it for support.

In the present House of Assembly, which is composed of GO members, five of whom only

are English, five Irish, and nine Scotch, there are thirteen American members, many of whom
have not only a distnste for monarchical government, and are avowed advocates for the elec-

tion of magistrates, legislative councillors, &c. &c., but who arc desirous to upset the con-

stitution of this province for the sake of reigning in its stead [for which see their incorrect

accusations against me.]

Many of these individuals attained their places by the encouragement which was given

to Mr. M'Kenzie m England; and, now that I have succeeded in turning the tide, they will,

I hope, sink for ever, and be replaced by intelligent, loyal British subjects, if your Lordship
willfirmly support me.

Whether I may continue here, or be replaced, is a subject I will not now discuss ; bqt

as long as I do remain here, and just at the present moment, it is of vital importance that I

should retain the victory that has been won.

Upon Upper Canada, I conceive, hangs our possession of our North American, and
possibly of our West Indian possessions: for, if this colony be firmly secured, not only will

the rest bo maintained, but I believe every intelligent individual in the United States foresees

that democracy must ere hmg produce, by a revolution in that country, the identical form of
government (1 mean a monarchy) which it is endeavouring to overturn in this province.

Your Lordsliip is aware I have had some experience in ascertaining the opinions of the

lower classes in the mother-country, and I have no hesitation in declaring that in no part of
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Great Britain does there exist so loyal a disposition as will be displayed in this province, if
we will only act towards it with firmness and decision,

I shall never regret the generous policy which attempted to produce here tranquillity by

conciliation, for I at present owe to it my success ; but my speech to the Logialature will prove

to your Lordship that wo can carry that policy no further—that to Republicans the more w(!

concede the more they demand—that, while they are pushing at the Constitution, every inch

of ground tlioy gain redoubles their exertions—and that, on the contrary, if resistance be

sternly olfered to them they give up the attempt and run away.*

1 fully expect that before a montii has elapsed the country will petition mo to dissolve the

present House of Assembly, but until the feeling is q.iite ripe I shall nut attend toil : I would
tiiercforc request your Lordship to send me no orders on the subject, but to allow me to let

the thing work by itself; for it now requires no argument, as the stoppage of the supplies, of

the road money, and all other money bills, will soon speak for themselves in a provincial

dialect which every body will understand.

The language contained in the 92 Resolutions from Lower Canada, as well as in the

resolutions they have lately forwarded to the (iovernmcnt ; the language contained in the

Urievancc Report of this province, in the petitions now forwarded by the House of Assembly
of Upper Canada against me, and in Mr. Speaker Papineau's letter to Mr. Speaker Bidwell,

are in my humble judgment subversive of all discipline, and totally irreconcilable with the

allegiance due from its colonies to the Brl'.ish Empire.

1 feel quite confident that if such language be received by His Majesty's Government
without a stern rebuke it will be aggravated; and 1 therefore earnestly ex^iress my hope that

your Lordship will deem it proper to reprobate the reception which 1, as the bearar of your
remedial measures, have met with by the House of Assembly, and that you will by your expres-

sions firmly support me in the course I hate pursued.

I have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &,c. &c.

The reader will soon perceive that, instead of supporting me in the course I had pursued,

and instead of reprobating the author of the 92 Resolutions in Lower Canada, and the conduct

of Mr. Speaker Bidwell in the Upper Province, iiis Majesty's Government, after the receipt of

this despatch, obtained the royal assent to the Road Bills I had reserved, thus restoring to

Radicid Road Commissioners the disposition of road money which had notoriously been mis-

applied to the basest political purposes !

Not satisfied with this, his Majesty's GovernniPnt communicated to me their desire that

Mr. Bidwell, like the author of the 92 Resolutions in Lower Canada, should be exalted lo

the Judicial Bench, notwithstanding the recommendations contained in the three following

despatches !

No. 28.

Toronto, 27th April, 1336.1.

My Lord,

I have the honour to transmit to you a copy of a letter which Mr. Papineau, Speaker of
the Assembly of the Lower Province, has addressed to Mr. Bidwell, Speaker of the House of
Assembly of Upper Canada.

1 conceive that the traitorous and revolutionary language it contains, cs well as the terms

in which it speaks of your Lordship, need no comment; but I will only observe, that although

the letter is dated 20th of March, it was detained by Mr. Bidwell until a few hours before I

prorogued theLegislature, and then by him laid before the House of Assembly of this province.

I take this opportunity of mentioning to your Lordship that the House of Assembly lately

appointed three Commissioners to meet Mr. Papineau and the other two Commissioners from

* I beg the reader to determine wlieilier or not this prophecy liat been fulfilled.
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the Lower Province, and that the individuals named for this unconstitutional object were Mr.

gpimker Uidwrll, Mr. Perry, tlio chairman of ihu committee to whom was referred my corres-

pondence witii tlio Executive Council (a gentleman who has lately uttered most violent language

agaii^at me as well as against the British Government,) and Mr. .

No. 29.

2. Toronto, April 28th, IQSG.

Mv Lord,

1 have the honour to enclose to your Lordship a copy of the minutes of the Executive

Council, by whicli it will appear that, in withholding assent to the money bills, and in declining

to grant the contingencies of the House of Assembly, I acted with the advice of my Council.

Olio of my reasons for not granting the contingencies was, the knowledge that a large

sum would be granted out of them, by tlie Assembly, to send un agent to England, which 1

{lave good reason for knowing they had determined to do.

I have just learned that Mr. Robert Baldwin, one of the Executive Council, leaves

Toronto ihivS day for London. It is stated that he goes there for the recovery of his health

;

but it is acknowledged by his parly, that he will be prepared to answer any questions which
the Government may foul disposed to put to him.

The system of sending agents from the British North American Colonies, and their being
received by the Government, is one which I feel confident your Lordship will discountenance.*

The Hou9(! of Assembly, or the Legislative Council, or the Executive Council, or any
individual in the col-'.iy, have a constitutional mode of making accusations against the

Governor, to which accusations he has also a constitutional opportunity to reply.

Should this not be deemed sufficient, and should the novel course of receiving agents be
adopted, then I submit that, in common justice, the party complaining should appoint one
agent, and the paity complained of another, but that one should not be heard witliout the

other : the inconvenience of such a system must be so apparent, that I feel confident your

Lordship will not approve of it.

The mere fact of its being supposed that the revolutionary party have an agent at home,
who is successfully undermining the character of the Lieutenant-Governor, will give great

importance in this country to Mr. Baldwin's residence in London ; and I therefore hope that,

should he, directly ov indirectly, communicate with the Colonial Office, your Lordship will

give him that style of answer, a copy of which, transmitted to me, and published in this

.country, would ut once put an end to that sort of left-handed attacks upon the constitution.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord, &c.

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. 8i,c.

No. 38.

8. Toronto, May 19lh, 1836.

My Lokd,

I have tlij honour to transmit to your Lordship an address which was this morning pre-

sented to me by a deputation from the electors of this city, with my answer thereto.

1 would direct your Lordship's attention to the fact, that, at the last general election for

the city, lln^ total number of votes that were polled amounted to 512, and that to the present

uddrcDs there are attached no loss than 4Gt signatures.

I have nlso the honour to transmit an address from the electors of the county of licnnox,

of which Mr. Speaker Bidwell and Mr. Perry (the chairman of the committee, who drew up
the report on the corressondence with my late Executive Council) are at present the mem-
bers. It will explain to your Lordship tlie reaction whicli is taking place in this province.

* In tills ulninst single iiitiunce my rucommondation was most strictly complied with.
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I may also observe, that I have tliia evening received official infurmation, that 1200

electors of the Goru district are coming down in a body to Toronto to present to me, in

person, an address, strongly supporting me in the measures I have adopted.

I have the honour to be.

My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenolg, &c. &c. &c.

No. 40.

Toronto, May 28th, 1836.

My Lord,

I have the iionour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a Gazette Extraordinary, by

which it will appear that I this day dissolved the Provincial Parliament.

The new elections will be concluded on 27th June.

The number of signatures attached to the loyal addresses which I have received already

amount to 24,100 ; many otiiers are on their way.

(Private.)

Toronto, May 28th, 1836.

My Lord,

My official communications of this day's date will inform your Lordship that I have this

day dissolved the Provincial Parliament.

Of course n most violent contest will take place, and I need hardly observe that it is

one upon wiiich our possession of the Canada^ may almost be said to depend.

Sensible as I am of its importance, 1 foel calm and tranquil as regards its result.

In South Amorira, truth and jusiire carried me through difficulties cvt^i greater than

those 1 have now to contend with, and I have the firmest reliance they will again bo triumphant.

1 enclose to your Lordship a printed copy of an answer J this day gave to one of the

numerous addresses'.

In all my other answers I have been cool and calm ; but in this I have made an excep-

tion, because I have long determined to notice that letter wiiich Pupineau addressed to Mr.
Speaker Bidwell.

The fact is, Pnpineou as well ns Bidwcll, and ull their parly, have long endeavoured to

inculcate the iden, that the whole of the population of the Cnnadas are "united, to a man"

—

that they only loleruti! the British Government, and that, consequently, they can thro., it oflf

when they please.

Now, I think it highly necessary that tliis artful spell should be broken—that the trutli

should bo proved, nnd I have iht'refore done so eflectually.

1 am quite sure that my cMiswet* wi . do Pnpineau the greatest possible injury ; for it

will prove his theory to Imve boon fulsc It will re-nnimate tlie loyalists ; and as our militia

regiments all assemble for a few days on the 4lh of June, the appeal will stir them up, und
turn their votes in the right direction.

I am aware that the answer may be cavilled at in Downing-street, for I know it is not

exactly according to lloylo. 3Iai8, tnon seigneur, croycz-tous done qu' onfassc des rctolution»

jrrr dr V can dc rosef It is impossible to put down republicanism by soft words.

I have only one moment, as the mail is starting.

I remain,

Your Lordship's faithful and obedient servant,

F, B. HEAD.
The Lord (Jleneig, &.c. &c. &c.

' " Lot ilicni como If iliey dare !"
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The render will have observed the heevy difficulties I had to contend with, not only in

Upper Canada, but in England. The following despatch will moreover explain that, although

I was privately on amicable terms with the Commissioners of Inquiry in Lower Canada, yet

that I found it so utterly impossible to subscribe to the policy they were ordered to pursue,

that I respectfully tendered to her Majesty's Government my resignation.

" Toronto, June Ist, 1836.

My Lord,

I I have received from Lord Gosford and the Commissioners of Inquiry, a copy of their

reports to your Lordship on the Executive Council, and I have had an interview with Sir

George Gipps, who was here two days ago, on his way to Niagara.

It may have appeared strange to your Lordship that, during the short time that has

ulapsed since my arrival here, I should have twice respectfully tendered to your Lordship

my resignation of the station I hold.

The ostensible reason which I gave for so serious a proposal was, that my income and
rank were inadequate, as I still declare them to be, to the duties I had to perform; but having

read the Commissioiiers' Report, and having conversed with Sir George Gipps, of whose
talents and probity ! am deeply sensible, I have resolved to hesitate no hmger to confess to

your Lordsliip, that I do n(<t agree in opinion with the Commissioners of Inquiry; and that I

have long felt I should eventually embarrass them by remaining in this country. I should

nut do justice to myself, or act frankly towards your Lordship, the Governor-General, or

Commissioners, wore I any longer to coticeal that, as regards their pt)licy, I have not an idea

it) common with them.

The very first act of my ndininistralion was a deliberate departure from the course they

adopted. I perfectly well knew, and I stated it to your Lordship, that by not giving to the

legislature of this province the Commissioners' version of their instructions, I should seriously

embarrass them : at tiic same time I could not muke np my mind to conceal the truth, and f

therefore promulgated the instructions themselves, inpuris naturalibtu, although I was sensible

it might cause my recall.

In the Commissioners' Report respecting the Executive Council, they build their recom-
mendations on the foundation, " that the weightiest accountability which can attach to any man,
in matters of a public nature, for which he is not punishable by law, or by loss of office, is

accountability to public opinion."

To this doctrine I have never been able to subscribe; on the contrary I have always
considered that every man in office should make public opinion follow /um, and never attempt

to follow t^

However, upon this foundation the Commissioners project plans which, consistently with

their theory, are avowedly framed " to secure as much as possible of the contidence of the

people."

In the contest which I hnvt; had with the House of Assembly here, my argument has been
that the Governor and his Executive Council form the great constitutional counterpoise to the

representatives of the people; and that in proportion as the Provincial Legislative Council is

deficient in the rank, neulth, and superior education which giv» influence to our House of

Lords, so it is necessary that the Governor and his Council should be enabled to withstand the

detnocratic pressure which, in the British constitution, it is as much as the King and the House
of Lords can do to rcsi n. I therefore consider that the Commissioners' recommendation of

attempting to conciliate partly public opinion by forming the Executive Council out of the two
Houses of the Legislature—or, in other words, out of the very elements it is intended to

control, is a fatal error.

I ulso consider, that to absolve the Governor's council from secrecy woidd render it abso-

lutely impossible for him to consult them ; for as he is only supposed to consult ihetn on subjects

upon which he feels his judgment to bo rickety, the confession to them of his own weakness
Would, if made public, ruin his authority by depriving him of respect.

Besides this, if a councillor were permitted to declare what measure he had not advised,

ho would equally be at liberty to declare what measures he had advised ; and, if these were

popular measures, the Governor of this colony, bi'sidcs having to stand against democracy,

would also have to bear against the additional odium of having stood against the po[)ularity
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hunting advice of his Council ; which, ahogctlier, would in practicu be more than he could

bear.

But the Uuport oPthe CominiasionRra respecting tiie Executive Council forms but a Single

feature in the whole |)iciur<: of their policy, which to my mind has a democratic charactet to

which I cannot conscientiously accord.

I can deciure to your Lordship, tliut, before I cnmo to this country, mony of my friends

fancied I wua a radical, and, indeed, I almost fancied I was one myself, for in all the countries

1 have ever visited, I reidly have been devotedly attached to what is vulijurly called tiio liberty

of the subject, but I cannot go us far as the Commissioners ; and I feel it only due to them, and

to your Lordship, to state so.

For instance, I consider that the language of the 92 Resolutions of Lower Canada wua

not only insulting to the British Guvfrnment, but traitorous.

If this be true, it unavoidably follows that the author of thtisc resolntions is a traitor, and

to create him a judge was, in my humble opinion, to place on the British bench ono whose

proper situation was the dock.

1 consider that, in a British colony, British inttrtsts should beparamount, w\A that in these

provinces we should foster them by every means in our power, by infusing into the country

our redundant po[)ulation, and by giving nothing to aliens but their bare rights.

I do not in the slightest degree presume to nflTur these observations as com|iluints against

the Commiseiioners, or even as suggestions worthy your Lordship's consideration ; but merely

as a confession that my princi|)ies and o[)inions difl'er completely from those of gentlemen under

wiiom I bcUive, I i<liould act, and with wlion), I am sure, it is highly advisable I should concur.

As long lis I could continue neutral, iiiy opinions were concealed in my own breast, but

every hour drives me to the necessity of taking decisive measures ; and as the Commissioners
and I are now urting in opposite directions, I feel quite confident that sooner or later the prin-

ciples which govern us must be suspected to be different, and that, the moment the truth is

elicited, embarrassments of a very serious nature must ensue. The British population ot both

the Canadas is now leaning with its whole weight upon me, instead, as it ought to do, upon
the Commissioners ; 1 therefore feel 1 am doing his Majesty's Government more harm than

good—that being the lesser power 1 really ought to retire—and I have no Inisitation in recom
mending to your Lordship that I should do fu.

There exist, in the Commission of Inquiry, opinions openly promidgated which many may
term liberal, to which I cannot and never will subscribe ; but, far from wishing to oppose them,

\ only desire to offer to ypur Lordship to yield to them '.he field.

I have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Gi' neig, titu. &c. ifcc.

.\lthough in the foregoing despatch I divulged to his Majesty's Government my opinion

concerning the Commission of Inquiry, the high jurisdiction of which extended to Upper
Canada, yet in doing so 1 felt it but right, 1st—to tender my resignation; and, 2nd!y, to make
the Commission aware of the opinions I entertained, by communicating them almost literally

in a letter to Sir Charles Grey.

As his Majesty's Government, in reply to my communication, declined to lay my resigna-

tion before the King, I could not, as I desired, " yield to them the field ; " and as the Govern-
ment did not call upon me to explain my meaning, I had no o|)[)ortunity of doing so ; but as

the despatch has now become public, I feel it a duty I owe to the Commission precisely :o

explain my meaning.

In the Commission tlmre existed one gentleman of whose talent and probity I have already

spoken in high terms, ills abilities were good, his power of writing uncommon, but his

political principles were ollensive to almost the whole of the British population. The freedom
(which surely must be Known in this country) with which he avowed them, was a subject ot'

general regret ; and although I could not but admire the honesty with which he spoke his

mind, yet when I found that even at a large party, expressly invited to meet him at the Govern-
ment House at Toronto, in Upper Canada, he advocated his [)rincii)h's so undisguisedly, that,

on his leaving the room, one of the [lublic officers observed, loud enough for m(! to hear him,
" That gentlemen siiould be recalled I" I felt it my duty, though he was personally my friend,

to express what I did in my despatch, and having done this, " yield to him the field."

H
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than he could

cr Canada w.-is

The feeling in the CanrJas among the British party was, on this snbject, right or wrong,

BO strong, that, on this gr ntleman returning to England, it was a subject of considerable

speculation to obdorve in what way a person who was known to have honestly expressed such

sentiments wonid be received by the Colonial Offira ; and they were equally astonished and

disheartened (to no one was the moral more appalling than to myself), when they saw it very

shortly announced that, c ut of the wiiole population of Great Britain, he was selected by his

Majesty's Gove-nmont to be placed at the head of one of the most rising and important of our

colonies. On this appointment I have no co nmont to offer, and I most deeply regret the

necessity which has called for even what I have said.

The following despatches on various subjects will speak for themselves.

Toronto, June 22, 1836.

My Lord,

I hr.vu the honour to transmit to your Lordship a ncvspaper published here, entitled the

Correspondent and Advocate, which contains a letter from Mr. M'Kenzie, of which the

following is an extract.

"The people of Lower Canada and the Upper Canada Reformers especially direct their

views to four important objects, not one of which will be conceded, as I believe, until it be too

late. They are

—

an elective Legislative Council; an Executive Council responsible to pMic
opinion; the control over the whole provincial revenue to be in the Legislature; and the

British Parliament and the Colonial Office to cease their interference in our internal con-

cerns."

As the Republicans in the Canadas generally mask their designs by professions of

attachment to the mother-country, 1 think it is important to record this admission on the part

of Mr. M'Kenzie of the traitorous object which the Reformers of this province have in view.

I have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.

^ ',' i" '!,;<

B. HEAD.

%

No. 56.

Toronto, Upper Canada,

8th July, 1836.

Mv LoKD,

The important snbject of this despatch is to inform your Lordship of the result of the

elections which havn taken place here in consequence of my having dissolved the Provincial

Legislature on the 23th of May.

As soon as 1 determined on ths 5th of March last iu make u stand against the unconsti-

tutional demands of my lute Executive Councillors (whicli, as your Lordship is aware, were
strenuously supported by the House of Assembly), I becarnescnsiblethut the only practicable

method of breaking the republican party was by oporiing the eyes of the people to the traitorous>

designs of those who were leading them insensibly to revolution.

In proportion as the Constitntionists were observed to rally round the British flag (which
I hoisted for the first time in the history of the Province on the roof of the Government House),
the Republicans felt it necessary to make on their part every possible exertion ; and as the

period for the elections gradually approached, it became evident to every reflecting man in

Lower Canada, that by the conflict about to take place in the Upper Province, Mr. Papineau's
power would either be materially increased or diminished, inasmuch as in one of my replies I

had noticed his letter to Mr. Speaker Bidwell as follows:

—

"But as Mr. Speaker Papincau has thought proper to promulgate in this province, 'that

the people of the Canadas, labouring under the accumulative wrongs proceeding from an
Act of Parliament, unite as a viani' I fecil it necessary publicly to repudiate that assertion,

by declaring what the state of opinion in Upper Canada really is.

" The people of Upper Canada detest democracy ; they revere their Constitutional Char-
ter, and are consequently staunch in allegiance to their King.

K
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" They are perfectly awaro tlmt tliere exists in the Lower Province one or two inHivi-

duald who iiiculcuto the idou tlmt this province is about to be disturbed by the iiiturferenco

of foreigners, whose power und whose numbers will prove invincible.

" In the name of every regiment of militia in Upper CanfMia, I publicly promulgate, let

them come if they dare."

The elections commenced on the 20th of June, and the struggle, as might be expected,
was n desperate one. 1 am hnp|)y however to inform your Lordship, thot the result has been
successful, and that truth and justice have as usual prevailed.

In the late House of Assembly the ^,.<j,Jillanna had o mojority oi eleven. In the present

House of Assembly the Constitulionistg hcve a majority of twenty-five (there being now
furty-fivo constitutional members, and only srventeeii republican !)

'

In the late House there were thirteen American members ; in the present House there

are only seven, one of whom is a Constitutionist.

Among the KepiiMicans who have loit their election are the following names :

" 1. Mr. Speaker Bidwell,* the twin or Siamese companion of Mr. Speaker Papineau.

"2. Mr. Peter Perry, the moat p<»werful, na well as the leading speaker of the Republi-

cans ; the chairman of the committee to whom 'vus referred my correspondence with my
Executive Councrl.

"3. Mr. W. L. M'Kenzie, the Chairman of the Grievance Report, and arch-agitator of
this province." '

As a single example of the reaction which has lately taken place in the public mind, I

may state that the Solicitor-general, who is the leader of the constitutional party in the House
of Assembly, was returned without opposition; that Mr. M'Lean, the late constitutional

Speaker, was returned at the head of his poll ; while Mr. Speaker Bidwell, the avowed
advocate for republican institutions, was the ioweist of the four candidates for his county.

The effect which the election has produced in this country, and the excitement it will

cause in Lower Canada, I will not attempt to describe, but will only express a hope that it

will, in your Lordmhip's estimation, sufficiently defend the course of policy which 1 have
adopted on my arrival at this province, and which I had the honour to explain to your Lord-
ship in my despatch of the 5th of February, as follows:

—

" Under these circumstances I considered that the great danger I had to avoid, was the
slightest attempt to conciliate any party ; and that the only course for me to adopt, was to

act f(.'nrles:iily, undisguisedly, and straightforwardly for the interests of the country, to throw
myself on the good sense and good feehng of the people, and abide a result which I firmly

believe will be triumphant."

I have the hontiur to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c.

No. 57.

Toronto, 16th July, 1836.

Mv Lord,

In my last despatch, No. 50, dated 8th instant, I had the honour to inform your Lordship,

that our elections have ndded forty constitutional votes to the House of Assembly, which is

composed, as your Lordship is aware, of sixty-two members.

"The republican minority of course feel that their cause is desperate; and, as a last

dying struggle, ihoy have, I understand, been assembling at Toronto night after night, for

the purpose of appealing for assistance to his Mojesty's Government!

* The Gnvernmont insisting on elevating Mr. Bidwell to the bench, after they had received this despatch, is

^meiy inconi|iiehensiblc.
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Thoir conventions arn so socret that it is impossible for me to know what passes there

;

but I hnvM been iiiformod, that they have actually despatched Dr Duncombe,* (an American,

and a rank republican) with complaints of some sort respecting the election.

I also beg to state to yonr Lordship, that I expect that Dr. Baldwin, Mr. George Ridoui

and Mr. Small, whom 1 have felt it necessary to dinniiss from the situations they respectively

hold, in consequence of tin; disrespectful language they have publicly used against me, will

also seek to be supported by his° Majesty's Government.

I feel confident that your T^ni-'i^tliip will discountenance this dark, unconstitutional prac-

tice of despatcliing agents from the province to his * .^.'sty's Government, to make secret

complaints against the Lieutenant-Governor, which, of coui.^e, it is impossible fof him to repel.

I will therefore merely assure your Lordship that in Xhc aXeciwns, at well at in the prompt

ditmmal of afew of the ringleaders of the Republicam, I have acted cautiously and eonsci-

entiously.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient servant,

F. B. HEAD.
The I<ord Glenelg, ^c. Sec. &.c.

No. 60.

Toronto, 23rd My, 1836.

My Lord,

Until I know \ 'hcthcr my past proceedings have been approved of or condemned, it

feels cheerless to enter upon the consideration of the future : however, as it is absolutely

necessary to consider what should be done at the meeting of the Provincial Legislature

which might possibly take place in Movcmber, I feel it my duty to submit to your Lordship

a few observations.

In an evil hour we fatally surrendered, without bloodshed, the duties levied under 14

Geo. in.,t the consequence of which has been, that the Republicans, instead of thanking us,

have called upon us also to surrender the hereditary revenues of the Crown.

Your Lordship took the pains of ordering in detail a remedy for every single grievance

in Mr. M'Kenzie's volume, and the Republicans instantly repaid you by calling for an imme-
diate surrender of the power and responsibility of the Lieutenant-Governor. Little now
remains in our hands, and if that little be conceded, if we give ud the hereditary and territo-

rial revenues ofthe Oown, in my humble opinion we have King Lear's fate before ns, without

his plea of inexperience.

I need hardly observe to your Lordship, that the British Constitution was granted to the

inhabitants ofthe Canadas, merely for the internal government of their own property, and
their own aflnirs; not to entitle them to claim possession ofthe property of the parent state!

If one" tl.is distinction be confounded, not only will the property of the Crown be in danger,

but the colony will actually be encouraged to demand its separation from the mother-country ;

but if the Crown voluntarily surrenders its actual properly in this colony, before it has imbibed

from the mother-country n. hundredth part ofthe redundant population it is capable of sustain-

ing, it may with equal justice be required to surrender its jurisdiction.

I feel quite cttnfident that if the Lieutenant-Governor of this Province, whoever he may
be, will act with comr.ion firmness, he will not be seriously embarrnssed by this refusal on

the part of his Majesty's Government; and if the territorial revenues were placed at the

Lieutenant-Govijrncr's disposal, under such orders and precautions as his Majesty's Govern-

ment might think proper to direct, to be judiciously applied by him to those sort of improve-

• This Dr. Diincombe crossed ihc- A'Inntic on liis secret mission under a fidse name. On arriving in London
he of course went to Mr. Hume, who seconded his chari^es ugiiinst n)o of having •' fabrica(ed voles." On his return

to Upper Canada lie failed even lo appear before the House of Assembly to substantiate any one of his allegatioiu,

became a traitor in arms, ran away, and a reward of JC500 is now ofTeied for his appreheusiuu.

f See the Duke of WelliDgton's admirable protest against this fatal inoasuro.
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menta (auch as ruad-muking for inatanco) which would benefit the mother-country na vvell na
the province, or if necessary, to be temporarily withheld, I believe that the country, instead

of factiuusly opposing the Lieutenant-Governor, would feel it their interest (which at present
it ia not) to live upon good terms with him; and there can be no doubt whatever, that, being
disinterested, being unconnected with all jobs and local speculations, the Lieutenant-Governor
of the province could direct the expenditure of the hereditary revenues of the Crown with
greater advantage to (hu country than if they were to be intrusted to the people's represen-
tatives.*

Whether the Lieutenant-Governor or the House of Assembly is to have the expenditure
of this money is the point which I respectfully submit to your.Lordship'a consideration.

In my humble opinion it should be given to his Majesty's representative.

Ist. Because it is the property of the Crown, and not the property of the people ; and

2ndly. Because it is politic to give the Lieutenant-Governor every possible constitutional

support, and impolitic to throw that which legitimately belongs to his influence into the scale

of the House of Assembly, which already too clearly preponderates.

I have not yet been abh to determine when the Legitlature will assemble ; but as it is

very possible that it may be advisable it should do so early in November, I hope to receive

immediate instructions.

I have, &.C.,

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenclg, &.c. &c. &c.

CHAPTER TI.

Return to Toronto, after a two monihs' Inipeciional Tour of the Provinces—Submit to hi* Majetiy.i Government a

Memorandum on the Pulilical Stale of iho Canadai—Also a Memorandum on the Indian Tribes—Remonstrate with
the Government—Adhere to the Opinion that the Casual and Territorial Revenues should not be surrendered

Reply to Mr. Cx-Speiiker Bidwell's Accusation—Loyal Address from the Speaker of the new House of Assembly
un granting the Supplies.

In my inspectional tour, which occupied about two months, I traversed Upper Canada from

the extreme south to the eastern district, and from thence to the western boundary.

I generally travelled with two attendants ; and, as a considerable portion of the journey

was necessarily performed on horseback, I had an opportunity of conversing on very agree<.ble

and easy terms with the yeomen and farmers, who generally assembled to ride with ine through

their respective districts, and proceeding considerable distances, I had thus an opportunity of

conversing through the day with various sets of farmers. In my visits to the Indians it was
found inconvenient to carry a tent, and accordingly my aid-de-cump and 1 lived in the open

air, and at night slept on the ground.

Nothing can be more reasonable than that his Majesty's Government should withhold their

support from any officer in their service who conscientiously advocates in his despatches

principles differing from their own; but that my humble opinion on the political state of the

Canadas, and of the Indians, should on that account have been withheld from the public, when
every report, even ofdisagreement, proceeding from Lord Gosford and the Commissioners of

Inquiry in Lower Canada, was liberally submitted by His Majesty's Government to both

Houses of Parliament, to enable them to form their judgment on the Canada question, appears

to me inexplicable.

No. 79.

Toronto, Upper Canada, Oct. 8, 1836.

My Lord,

I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I have issued a proclamation convening

the Legislature of this province for the despatch of business on Tuesday, the 8th of November
next.

* The Legislative Council, in their late able " Report on the State of the Province," in speaking of the proposed

surrender to Upper Canada of the casual and territorial revenues, in most disinterested terms declare, "that they are

far from being impressed with the conviction that such n relinquishment of the juit rightt and prerogatives of the

Crown will contribute to the welfare of the colony." Yet, against the advice of two branches of the Legislature, tbe

Colonial Office insiit oa surrendering them

!
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I had, ns your Lurdsliip is nware, fixed upon the end of November ; but in consoqucnco
nf tlio Btnto ofafl'iiirs in Lower Canada, I liavo considered that his Mnjeatya Govornmcnt would
probably like to have before them, at the meeting of the Imperial Parliament, the actual riisult

of the tc/iolc of the proceedings of the session of this Legislature, and I ihercforo fi.\i;d on the

Hay I have mer tioncd.

1 havo, &c.

F. B.IIEAD.

The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. &c
0/

No. 80.

Toronto, Upper Canada, Oct. 2C, 1830.

My Lonu,

I have the honour to submit to your Lordship a short memorandum on the present political

state of the Canadas.

I have, &.C.

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg, &c. Sec. Sec.

Memorandum on the jtrtscnt Political State of the Canadas.

During the inspectional tour 1 have lately concluded, I have been occupied two months
in calmly observing the moral feeling of this province.

Avoidintr addresses of congratulation, or anything that could cause political excitement,

I iiave mingled with men ot )ractical intelligence, and have listened to the variety of opinions

they oflered to me, with tlu; same attention with which, as an Assistant Poor Law Commis-
sioner, 1 made myself acquainted with the prejudices and difficulties it was then my duty to

encounter.

I have since had full leisure and opportunity deeply to reflect upon ull I have seen and
heard ; and, although I am at this niom<!nt sensible how much may possibly depend on the

integrity of the evidence I am about to offer to your Lordship, and into what diflicultics I may
lead His Majesty's Government, if by exnggeration I should induce them to construct their

remedial mtia^ures upon a false foundation ; y(!t, with all this before my mind, I have no hesi-

tation whatever in declaring to your Lordship, that upon the loyalty of the people of Upper
Canada, his Majesty's Gortrnment may now build as upon a rock. I declare to your Lord-

ship that in England there does not exist a more sensible attachment to the British constitution,

and to the person of our Sovereign, than here. The owners of property in Upper Canada,
dislike democracy : they dislike it infinitely more than people in England do, because there

it is a Cmn otnnc-i^notum pro-vtagnifco theory, that no man understands—v.hcreas here, it is

seen practically working before our eyes in the United States; and it is because the British

population in Upper Canada see it in operation, that they deliberately detest it, in which feeling,

or rather judgincsnt, they are joined by many of the Americans themselves, who sorrowfully

foresee that Lynch law must ere long unavoidably treat their rights, their hard-earned property,

and their religion, just as the cataract of Niagara everlastingly behaves to the calm, gliding

waters of Lidie Erie.

Of course there exists in Upper Canada, as in England, a party who desire to subvert

the British Constitution ; but I can assure your Lordship that this party is, generally speaking,

composed of people who, in point of property ns well as in point of character, have little or

nothing to lose, and whose opposition in therefore, proportionately, not equal to that which
exists in the mother-country.

The opinion which so generally prevails in England, that a republican government is

better suited to the disposition of the Canadian people than the British Constitution, is an
error which the simple fact I am about to mention ought to subvert.

*»>., I'M' .• I
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I'rovioim to tho lato oloction, I umiio the fulltmirig declaration, wiiich was printed and

circulated over tho whole province :—

" Tim pcopio of UpptT ('niiatia dctnst domnrrnry ; ihny rovore their Constitutional

Cliartor ; luul aro, cotisocpiiMitly, dtauiich in allegiaiico lo their King."

Tliii) (Iccliirntion ngniimt rlnmocniry wn^, of course, diMspprovRd «»f by tliu republican

niembrrA of tiio Into lloiiMit of AHsombiy ; and conHnqimutly, nothini; cttuld be more clearly

put to (he ileciHioti of the itihiibiliiritH of nny country than the following; niieation, which the

people (if II|)|)i>r Canada actually nnked of each otht^r on the huRtingi: ** Do you vote for the

IloiiKe of Ai«seiiilily or for Hir Kranciit Mend !" which amounted in plain turnu to thit, " Art

you for a rrpuhlicau gori inmemt, or are you not f"

The subject having been thus publicly sifted, debated, and argued for about three inonthM,

the verdict of tlie peo^tle wuii une(|uivoeally deliveriid as follown ;

—

It discarded from the Mouse of Aeiifembly,

1. Mr. Speaker Bid well, the avowed advocate of republican institutions.

2. Mr. I'eter I'erry, the leading supporter of these doctrines.

.\. Mr. VV. L. M-Kenzie, tiie leading writer in Hnp|)ort of those principles.

It completely broke u|> the republican majority, which, under the pretence of being

redressers of grievances, had long insidiously, but successfully obtained seats in the Assembly :

in short, the result of the ileclion, or in other words of the opiniom of the people, was even-

tually declared to be as follows :

—

Number of Constitutional members elected - - - 44

Number of their opponents - lU

Of this latter immber (18) there were not three who dared openly to avow, before their

constituents, a desire to separate tliis colony from the mother-country, or to exchange its con-

stitution for democrucy.

I feel it impossible to take leave of the above recited historical fact, without remarking
liow little it supports Mr. Pupineau in liis assertion, that America w destined to gite republics

to Europe '.

With respect to the Indians inhabiting the vast regions around us, I can assure your Lord-
ship, from personal communication with these brave men, that, in the event of a war, all those

upon whose atiachnieiit we have a just claim would, at any time, sacrifice their lives for their

great f'llhor, the King, and that if it should be necessary to call upon them^ they would come.

Having now stated the result of the observations I have ptirsonally made on the state of

public feeling in Upper Canada^ I woidd gladly conclude ; but the political state of Lower
Canada is so entangle<i with the interests of this Upper Province, that I feel it my duty

respectfully to submit to your Lordship my opinion of the remedial measures whicli ought to

be adopted, in order that liis Majesty's (lovernment may take them into consideration, with

the various other prijects and recipes which will be prolfered on the subject.

The remedy which I fear will be assiduously recommended by the British population of

Lower Canada is, that the two provinces should bo united, and placed under the government
of some individual in whose coolness, decision, and ability they can rely.

My humble but deliberate opinion of this project is, that it would produce the effect of

separating both tin* Caiiadas from the parent state, on the homely principle, that if tainted

and fresh meat be allacliod together, both are corrupted.

Upper Canada is now, as 1 have assured your Lordship, sound and healthy at heart.

8o long as in the United States democracy displayed only its brilliant flowers, consi-

dernbli; danger existed of the weed being rashly transplanted into this neighbouring soil ;

hilt since tiic poisonous {iroperties of itsyVut^ have become known to us, the attachment of

the 1;p|ier Canadians to their British constitution has, from deliberate conviction, gradually

become what 1 have described it to be. I firmly believe that this good feeling will increase

—

thot till! disease of democracy has ceased to be infectious—that we have now nothing to

dread but its contagion, and, consequently, nothing to avoid but its actual contact. How-
ever, notwithstanding tlie good feeling which exists in the country, it is well known, to every

' observer of liuman nature, that a considerable portion of mankind are always governed more
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by prudenco thnn by principle. In thiH country, ni in nil otiiori, theru muRt, conauquontly,

exiHt a Inrgu body of mon, termed lioro " majority men," from thoir proponiity tu attach

tlicmiclv(!« to the largest party.

9)1 long OS Upptir Canada remains by itsnW, I fuel confident that, by mere moderato

government, liitr " majority mon" will find tlint pnidtinci) and principle unite to keep them on

(lie same side; but if once we were to amrdKuinnte tliiH province with liowrr Canada, wo

aliould inntttntly infns*e into the IIouho of (ri'iittrul AHoiinlily a powerful French party, whoso

impliiciibh) opposition would be h di^nd or rather a living wii^ht, always siMiking to ittarh

rt^elf'to any (pi(>Mtioii whatsoever that could attract and dt^coy the " majority men;" and 1 feel

ijuitc confident, inatunuch us evil putf^ioiis are always more alert thnn good ones,

(" For ofi, ilii>ii)(li WiMliim wiik('«,

Suii|)icii>ii itlut!|» III Wiidtim's |!ai<>,")

that, sooner or later, the supporters of UritiMh institutions would find themselves overpowered,

not by the good siiuse and wealth of the roiiiitry, (for thrij would, I believo, always be staunch

to our flag,) hut by the votes of designing individuals, inisrepreBenting a well-meaning,

inoffensive people.

But leaving political intrigue out of the question, I submit to yonr Lordship, in opposition

to the project of uiviting the Canadas, that there exints no moral affinity between the inhabi-

tants of the two provinctis. The one are coinmercial and eiiterfiriKing, the other anti-com-

mercial and quiet: the busy enjoyment of the one nation is locomotion, the peaceful luxury

of the other is rest.

But even if their propensities were identical, their climate, soil, and geography arc so

different, that their interests would bo constantly at variance.

F'or instance, the Upper Province, surrounded by 8(!as of fresh water, which it holds in

partnership with the United i!^tates, requires rail roads and markets, which it might bo against

the inttirests of the Lowc^r Province to promote.

The distance lii^tween the extreme districts bt.'ing about IIUU miles, and there being no

travelling by water for at least five inonlhs in the year, would make the meeting of tho Legis-

lature at any point of common rendezvous exceedingly inconvenient. Besides which, the size

of the tw(» provinciis uniti'd, would impart to them a political weight, power, and importance,

which would, i fiMir, cncoiirnge a separation iVoiii the mother-country. In short, the more I

practically consider the project, the more clearly does it apptmr to my mind, that both pro-

vinces wouhi he embarrassed by their union, and that, between the two stools, tho British

Constitution w<iuld fall to the ground.

Deeply im|)reHsed with this opinion, it is alarming to me to reflect how strongly tho

project will proliahiy be pressed upon the consideration of his Majesty's Government by
various classc^s of people, each actuated by self-interest; for instance;

—

1. By tho British population of Lower Canada, who desire to be rescued from the domi-
nation of the French.

2. By a portion of the British in Upper Canada, whose votes have been canvassed by

their correspondents in the Lower Province.

3. By that unthinking portion of the community, which here, as well as in England, ia

always in favour of novelty and change.

4. By nil those dcep-calculatrng Republicans in both provinces, who shrewdly foresee that

the union of the two provinces would eventuallij cause their separation from the British

Empire.

In case his Majesty's Government, for better reasons than I have offered, should disap-

prove of tho union, it then becomes necessary to consider how the present revolt in Lower
Canada should bo dealt with.

In my humble opinion there are but two courses to be adopted ; namely, either peaceably

to attempt to cure the evil, or to determine forcibly to kill it.

The only peaceful prescription for efTecting a cure, which I can conceive, is emigration;

and it will no doubt be argued, that as an army of (.migrants is cheaper than an army of soldiers,

it should be our policy to swamp the misrepresentatives of the French habitans, by opening

upon them, by dint of free grants of land, the flood-gates which retain our superabundant

population.
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'

I feci confident, howovor, from wlint I linvt; hooii of Upper Canada, tliat this tliuory would
fail to produce llio desirod ntlbct : for tiio severity of tlie (iiiebec climate, compared with liiis,

would ciiill the eflbrt^4 ot Government to eifeet this rapid emigration ; and, even if it were to be
effected, the time tlmt must elapse before the present members of tht; Assembly could be
actually displaced, would defer tlio remedy to a distance beyond our present political horizon.

In the mean while. Upper Canada would be like a living body chained to a dead one : for as

the tw») provinces are partners in the joint-stock revenues of the t't. Lawrence, as well as in

the navigation of tiie Ottawa, a sulkiness, or anti-commercial obstinacy, on tlu; one part, would
amount to an actual blockade of the interests of the other: in short, the Up|)er Province would
be driven by desperation to search for an outlet to the ocean, ritt the United States.

Tlie political disorder of Lower Caimtia being (as I h:\ve endeavoured to shew) by the

slow process of emigration incurable, we are now driven to consider what would be the safest,

the simplest, ano the most elVertual method of /./'///Hi' it. I do not mean by personal viol'jucc,

but the calm, legislative powers of the Imperial Parliament.

It is useless at the present hour retrospectively to regret the uncalculating course of

policy, which from our first possession of the Canadas has not only permitted, but encouraged
a few individuals who misrepresent tilt! real interests of the French /irt/»/to«s of Lower Canada,
(whoso simplicity and amiability of character no one can fail to admire,) to assume towards
the British Empire a tone of arrogance, and a posture of defiance whi<'li, considering their

relative physical strength, and the total absence of any just cause for revolt, is without a
parallel in colonial history.

Our past policy has, however, been productive of one advantage, namely, that it must
now satisfy tin cool jiulgment of the civilized world, that Great Britain in forbearance has

borne more, and in submissinn has suhmitt«!d to more, than would have been tolerated by any
other nation oi. the surface of tlie globe ; and indeed, such is the scrupulous regard for justice,

and the love of mercy, which is inherent in the British character, that I am proud to believe

it will be with the deepest regret that the subject will even now be considered by the

Imperial Parliament.

Sotnething, liow(;ver, must be done ; and although I trust I amns unwilling as any person
can be, to meddle with the Constitutional Act of 1791, yet, secinir the unavoidable necessity

of doing so, I cannot but avow, I think it the duty of the country, if it does resolve to interfere,

to prevent the necessity of ever doing so again.

With thf! double object therefore of cure and prevention in view, the following is the

manner in which I would propose that the Imperial Parliament should deal with Lower
Canada.

1. Let the Act giving up the revenue; of the 14th George III. be repealed.

'J. Annex Gns[)i! to New Brunswick.

3. Annex Montreal tt> Upper Canada.

4. Make the north bank of the Ottawa the boundary of Lower Canada, giving the woters

of the river, ami the exptinses of making them navigable to Upper Canada ; Lower Canada
having free right to use tliem by paying the same tolls as the Upper Province.

By the above simple airangeniirit, the Canadas would be divided into two lots ; the one
British, tin; other French. Upp(!r Canada, which, without any exception, contains the largest

region of black rich earth 1 hav(! ever witnessed, would then comprehend almost all that is

British in the Canadas; and it would have, as its own port cf entry, Montreal, the wealth and
importance of whicli woiiid draw the exports as well as imports of the ctuiiitry to the St.

Lawrence : whereas, conliiiiK! to deny to Upper Canada that port, and every perstui acquainted

with the country foresees, and lias long foreseen, tliat its produce, pent up under high pressure,

must fly off by licit or illicit means, into the United States.

As long as Upper Canada remained poor, and occupied in petty political discussion?,

the want of a free port of entry was merely a subject of constant complaint; but whenever it

shall become flushed with wealth, unless free circulation be given to its commerce, I have
no hesitation in saying, I believe the jteoplc would revolt from any Government on earth that

should deny them this natural respiration.

Convinced of this truth, I consider the opportunity now afforded to the Imperial Parlia-

ment of providing against this approaching evil a most fortunate occurrence : for if the nv-i-

rcprcsentativcs of Lower Canada had not by their late concuct shaken oil' their connexion '.vith



2nd Victoria, 1839.] Narrative, by Sir F. B. Head. 45

ihe British population of the Canadas, the latter would very shortly have found it necessary,

without right, without justice, and for no other reason than for that which all over the world
governs mankind, namely, their own interests to have severed the connexion themselves. That
llie two tribes of men, French and English, do not assimilate, is no modern discovery ; why
therefore, should we expect that a commercial partnership should succeed on the St. Lawrence,
which would not hold together for Ma minute's on the Thames!

My humble project of separating the two tribes is nothing more than what Nature herself

did, when she delibarately created the British Channel.

If itshould bo argued, that, by transferring Montreal from the Lower to the Upper Province,

wo should mnko the latter too strong, and the former too weak, I respectfully reply, that

Upper Canada need not be ashamed to acknowledge that, single-handed, she can never be
made strong enough to stand against the United States by land ; nor, with her solitary port

on liie St. Lawrence, could she ever attempt to contend against Great Britain by sea. With
one of these powers she must consequently exist in alliance; and leaving consanguinity out

of the question, there can be no doubt in the mind of any man who is acquainted with the

inhabitants of Upper Canada, that they arc deliberately ofopinion that they hold at this mom'>nt
a higher and more independent station, as a colony of their own revered mother-country, the

British Empire, than they would hold if they were permitted to be styled one of the super-

numerary stars of the United States.

We have therefore nothing to dread from the size or from the prosperity of Upper Canada,
and with respect to the division proposed making the Lower Province too small—if it be true,

and surely no one can deny it, that the French are not the same sort of restless, commercial
people as ourselves—that we made a grand mistake in legalizing their language—that their

habits, wants, and religion, however they may be deserving of our respect, never will assimilate

with our own ; it may be fairly asked, what harm shall we (]o ourselves, or what injustice

sliiill we do to them, by saying, " Gentlemen, your representatives have failed to support the

Executive out of the revenues we surrendered to you, on condition you ehoulddo so : we have,

therefore, repealed that Act, the provisions of which you yourselves have most deliberately

broken.

"You profes? not to like your connexion with Great Britain, under whose mild, parental

protection you have amassed all your wealth : we have, therefore, detached yon as much as

pcissible from British interest, nevertheless, for the sake of those who have already emigrated,

as well as for those wlit> have a right still to emigrate from their mother-country to the British

colony you inhabit, we shall insist on retaining within that portion of the empire the British

Constitution.

" Yon have, therefore, your own Legislative Council, your own representatives in the

Hduse of Assembly ; and with thgse ucfvantages, which you may either use or abusu, we now
leave you to act as you may think best for the interest of the noble country you inhabit."

If Lower Canada, under these altered circumstances of itn own seeking, should choose

to be commercial and loyal, it would soon reap the inestimable advantage of its connexion
wiili our empire : if, on the contrary, it should prefer to bo dis' val and anti-commercial it

would injur'' no one but itself, for it could not possibly bo an inde^.undent nation, neither could

it hope to join the Upper Canadians, for they would say, " No, Gentlemen, Wo have already

tried a connexion with you, you did not suit us, you would not work with us, you publicly

declared you did not like us, your representatives refused to meet for legislation, until our
British Constitution was changed for elective institutions: we have at last got a port of our
own, we are busy opening the navigation of the Ottawa and the St. Lawrence, and wc arc

satisfied."

Lastly, it could not join the United States,

Ist, On account of its distance ;

2nd, Because, by the common law o** nations. Great Britain and Upper Canada would
object to any foreign power occupying a position of our empire which commands the entrance

of one of the noblest of its rivers.

I am aware that in the eastern township of Lower Canada, as well as at Quebec, thero

exist some British inhabitants, who, if they were to hear of the proposed annexation of Montreal
to the Upper Province, might, at first, with some reason, fancy themselvcB peculiarly neglected,
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by being thus apparently placed even more than ever under the domination of the Frencli

;

but I think a little reflection would satisfy tlicm, that as it is impossible for them, as they are

at i)rc9ent, ever to belong to the French majority, the more the power of that majority be

crippled, the less will they linve to fear from itH domination.

With respect to Upper Canada, 1 have already stated that, with the assistance of Montreal,

the navigation of its two great rivers would immediately be perfected.

Enjoyingindi'pendontly its own port of entry, and public confidence being restored, tlii!

pro\iiicc would become rapidly rich from the redundant capital, enterprise, and population of

the mollier-conntry, and its commerce being attracted by the wealth and intelligence of
Montreal, would travel on our own noble rivers the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa, instead of

being forced upon canals and rail-roads in the United Slates, whioJi, in case of war^ it would
suddenly be dejjrivcd of. The loyal colony of New Ikunswick would also be benefitted by

the arrangement, and I bolievt; that the just lesson would produce a salutary moral throughout

nil our colonies.

In the above outline of tiie advantages which would attend the division of the Canadas
as I have proposed, I have said nothing of the immense value of these provinces to Great
Britain, because I feel th:it subject too vast to be described. I will, therefore, only observe

that Upper Canada alone is capable of receiving the whole agricultural population of England
and Wales—that its commerce is a market for our own manufactures, and a nursery for our
seamen, instead offor those of other jwwers.

If the Imperial Parliament will now deal with Lower Canada with firmness and decision,

there is nothing whatever to fear

—

if it vacillates, all is gone.

F. B. HEAD.

My memorandum on the state of the Indians of America will be found in Appendix A.

' s

(Private.) Toronto, 2Qth, Oct 183G.

,My Loud,

It is an old maxim in the army, that any project of appttrent difficulty, or danger, should
always be accom|):inied by an ofler from the proposer to carry it into eflect himself.

The memorandum I have the honour to submit this day to your Lordship contains a

1)roposition of this nature, and 1 should have no hesitation in declaring t" y;;ar Lordship that

would pledge my character to carry either half of what I recommended into (.fleet : I mean,
that I would undertake cither to advance the interest of the Upper Province in the way I have
proposed, or by caution, forbearance, and firmness to tranquillize the Lower Province,* not-

withstanding the operation 1 have recommended it should undergo ;f but, from the treatment

1 am r'.'ceiving, I feci that my services are not appreciated, and will not long be in action.

I have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.

The Lord Glenelg, &.c. &.c. t&c.

To those who may have conceived that I have intemperately abandoned my post, I beg
to observe, ihut I remained at it nearly eighteen months after the above despatch was written.

Toronto, Upper Canada, 7th Nov. 183G.

Mv Lord,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatches (No. 73 and
I).5), of the importance of which I am deeply sensible; but as the Legislature assembles
to-morrow, I trust your Lordship will excuse me, if I reply to^hesc communications in as few
words as pos.«ibIo.

* .Aficr it liaii l)con icdui-cJ.

' AlilimiL'li I (iHtTcd to carry eiilier of these two niensiires into eflect, yet I can truly say that nnlliing in iliix

wnrlil u'uiild liavc imlucpd mo to have assumed the impraciiciiblo duty of coulending with an amulgamation of the
House* orAssfuiblv of ilm two Proviuces.
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Till) flattering manner in which your Lordship haa been pleased to convey to roe the

King's gracious approbation of my conduct has afforded me the fimt happy moment I have

enjoyed since my arrival in this province.

Tlio future so completely occupies my attention, that it is with reluctance I turn to the

consideration of the past; but your Lordsiiip seems to wish tliat I should frankly explain

myself respecting my political opinions, an<l I will therefore lay tiiem before you withoin. reserve.

Up to th(! receipt of your Lordship's despatch (No. 05), 1 have suffered, from the treat-

ment I hav(^ received from his Majesty's Government, more pain than it would be possible for

„ to describe.

On the 29th of February almost every member in tl e House of Assembly, with a mojority

of the Legislative Council, recommended to your Lcrdsliip that an individual should be

appointed to the important station of Surveyor General of tiiis province, in opposition to an

appointment which 1 had made. In resisting this n<r rross°"in, I had no interest but that of

the public service, and I undertook a heavy responsibiiily in siunding against a recommenda-

tion apparently so respectable.

Your Lordship must have received this communication abi)iit iheend of April, and though

niy arguments and reasoning a()[)eared to you satisfactory, and though crcntually you approved

of my conduct, yet it was not until the 27th of September iliat I was relieved rr()m the painful

belief which gencirally existed hero, that the measure I had taken was discountenanced by his

Majesty's Government.

On the 4th of March I received from the Executive Council a document, ferociously

supported by the House of Assembly, which I immediatdly transmitted to your Lordship, with

my answer, which your Lordship was pleased eventually to notice in the following terms :

—

" From the constructi(<ns thus given to the Act of 1791, I must altogether dissent, nor

do 1 know thai it would be [)ossible to refute it in terms more complete and satisfactory than

those employed in your an.^'wer of the 5th of March."

The above support, >ver, I did not receive f'om your Lordship until the 27th of
September, during whi< •, I was engaged single-hn ided in one of the severest moral
contests on record in tl isial Office. Your Loidship's silence was construed, not only

by my enemies, but by everybody, even by my own Executive Council, as the marked disappro-

bation of his Majesty's Government, and it bore me almost to the ground

By my own unassisted exertions, I received addresses of support from about 28,000
yeomen, farmers, &.c., all of which I forwarded to your* Lordship, but to which, to-this day, I

have never received the slightest acknowledgement from his Majesty's Government, addressed

to those who thus generously came forward to 8U|)port me.

Whenever a mail arrived, I was asked, with the greatest anxiety, what remarks the

British Government had made tt. these noble addresses; the mortifying answer I had to give

>rv,.-«fM.;.;

was None

Tiio speech I delivered to the Legislature at the close of the last session has, in this

province, as well as in the United States, been noticed in a manner strongly supporting me,
Hi tho administrator of the Government. Upwards of 100,000 copies of it have been distri-

buted.

The greatest curiosity naturally existed in this little community to know what notice His
Majesty's Government had taken of this speech; I had again to reply "A'oMe."

When I eventually gained a victory, which I hope I do not overrate when I say that it

has saved the Canadas, weeks and weeks elapsed witliout the slightest acknowledgment, or

even mention of it, by his Majesty's Government, the effect of which corroborated the general

belief that I was acting against the policy of his Majesty's Government, and that I should

eventually be recalled.

During this period of painful suspense, my family were in tho greatest embarrassment
and anxiety ; and though certain points of my conduct were approved of by your Lordship,

yet other minute points were visited with observations which I never expected to receive.

—

For instance, 1 was told that by having given to the Legislature the whole, instead of the

siubstance of my instructi(M)s, I had "disregarded the cx[>res3 injunctions of the King;" that

1 had "avowed in tho most public manner, that, in thus divulging the precise terms of my
instructions, I was acting in opposition to his Majesty's orders," and that " I had thereby

contributed a little tu impugn the respect due to the royal authority."
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Aj!.iin, in your Lordsliip's despatch (No. V3), in spite of the triumph I had gained, I

was slightly reproved for having accepted the resignation of Messrs. Rolph, linldwin, and
, and your Lordship witiilieUi your approbation from what was stated to be " my recom-

mendation, that Mr. should be removed from the office of :" whereas, if

your Lordsliip will be so good ns to refer to my despatch on the subject, it will appear that

I never recommended that geii'.leman's removal ; on the contrary, that I earnestly rtquested

your Lordship, n^)!! to remove liim, until I found him aasocintcd with Mr. Papineau and Mr.
Uidwell, when I merely retracted the above recomn:cndation, leaving it entirely to your
Lordsiiip to deal with hiin as you migiit think proper.

My Lord, I could continue these observations further, and could shew you the mischievous

political eHbct they produced in the Cnnndu!), ns well as in England, of causing everybody to

believe that I was discountenanced by his Majesty's Government, to whoso interests, honour,

nnd policy I had never been faithless for a moment. But I will say no more on the subject;

I dismiss it from my mind and from my memory, and have only made the above explanation

ns an apology, rathei- than ns n reason, for a few intemperate sentences which in my despatches

to your Lordship I r:!grct that I have expressed.

I will now prncood to re|>ly to the latter paragraph in your Lordship's despatch No. 05,

which states, that a "zealous and cordial co-operation on my part, in prosecution of xhn

systcra of policy thus solemnly announced, is the condition upon which the administration of

the province can be continued in my hands."

The above observation of your Lordship is so plain nnd unequivocr.!, that, if it stood
isolated, I should receive it with respectful silcnct ; but, as it appears to be connected, in a
slight degree, with the baronetage which your Lordship announces to me it is his Majesty's

intention to confer upon me, I feel the strongest possible anxiety to explain myself most
clearly on the subject, before the gracious intention of his Majesty can possibly be carried

into et)ect>

With respect to the instructions I have had the honr»ur to receive from your Lordship, I

have no hesitation in riying, that, when I read them in England, they appeared to me to be
everything 1 could desire.

They have formed the text of all the replies I have made t.i the various addresses I have
received, an<i I have invariably referred to them as a proof thaf. I was ordered by your Lord-
shin " to maintain the Imppy constitution of this province inviolate, yet 'autiously, but effec-

tnally, to correct all real grievances." The victory I gained over the Republicans I attributed

(riV/i' my despatch No. 5G), not to my own exertions, but to your Lordship's instructions.

With respect, however, to that part of Lord Gosford's instructions which relate to the

giving up the hereditary and territorial revenues of the Crown, I never understood, or indeed
reflected unon, that subject, until, by our victory here, it became evident, to my humble judg-
ment, that it was neither necessary nor advisable to do so.

In my despatch No. 60, 1 therefore explained, with the frankness with which 1 have
always ventured to address your Lordship, the reasons of my earnest recommendations that

they should be withheld. I respectfully adhere to the opinion I have exprecssed ; and I have
no hesitation whatever in saying, that, if the subject were open to your Lordship's revision,

1 should feel it my duty to tender my resignation, rather than be the instrument of doing what
I conscientiously believe is impolitic.

But your Lordship informs me, that the King's word is pledged to the performance of

this arrangement ; and it^eing therefore irrevocable, it is useless for me to say any more on
the subject.

If it were open to argument, I do yet believe I could bring conviction to your Lordship's

mind, that Lower Canada having refused to serve any longer under the British Constitution,

has virtually absolved his Majesty from any previius ofiurs of accommodation he may gra-

ciously have made. I look upon the territorial reienues of the Crown as our last cable ; that

when it goes, we shall be on a lee-shore, and, at t vi next tempest, be driven on the rocks.

—

As the pilot in charge ofyour vessel, I team your l,ordship of the danger, and if it be neces-

sary that I should abandon my opinion, or the reward wliici: is intended for me, I have no
hesitation in at once renouncing the latter, for ev .'ry hour of ireflection makes me clin<][ fi.-mer

and Armer to the former.

I have now, as regards my instructions, opened my mind to your Lordship, without con-

cealment or reserve ; and it only remains for me to be equally explicit, aa regards my own
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private policy, or, in other words, the manner in which I shall continue to carry my instructions

into effect.

In this I have no alteration to propose. In a moral contest it never enters into my head
to count the number of my enemies. All that guides me is a determination to do what is

riplit. I will never shrink from responsibility, and will endeavour neeer to conciliate nor

uffund.

The more I am trusted, the more cautious I shall be—the heavier I am laden, the steadier

I shall sail; but I respectfully claim the military privilege of fighting my own battles in my
own way, and of retiring from your Lorde>!iip'b service whenever I may find it advisable to

do so.

I will not apologist for having c.\olained myself so clearly, becouse I am sure your Lord-

ship will feel for me how abi^olutely nccessiry it is that I should not receive the baronetage

which I am informed is graciously to be co.'iferrcd upon me, with the slightest possibility of

a misunderstanding on the subject.

I have, &.C.

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c. ^c.

No. 89.

Toronto, 6th Nov. 1836.

My Lord,

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatches, Nos. 75,

7G, 77, and 80, in which I am informed that certain letters respecting my conduct have been
addressed to your Lordship by the following persons :—Messieurs Marshall Spring Bidwell,

Robert William Baldwin, John Rolph, T. D. Morrison.

I have also the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 95,

eiicloslng a copy of a petition addressed by Mr. Charles Dancombe, a member of the House
of Assembly of this province, to the llonse of Commons, and presented to the same by Mr.
Joseph Hume.

On the receipt of the above-named despatches, Nos. 75, 76, 77, I immediately commu-
nicated to Messrs. Bidwell, Rolph and Morrison, a copy of your Lordship's request, namely,
' lliiit I would call on each of iiiese gentlemen respectively for a copy of his letter to your

Lordship, in order that 1 might be able to supply your Lordship with any observations on it

which 1 might consider it to require."

The copies of his replies, which I herewith enclose, will explain to your Lordship that

Mr. M. S. Bidwell declines to furnish me with a copy of his letter to your Lordship, urging,

as his reason, "that l. r-'<ntained a narrative of what had taken place between his Excellency

and himself, particularly rol^.tive to his Excellency's proposition to appoint him a judge of

the Court of King's Bench."

And Mr. Bidwell further adds,

"This private letter to the distinguished nobleman whose name I have mentioned I do
not now choose, especially as I have no longer any connexion with public life, to convert into

a public and ofiicial communication, by transmitting to yon a copy of it."

It will no doubt appear strange to his Majesty's Government that Mr. Bidwell, after

transmitting to your Lordship statements concerning my conduct, should, when called upon
by your Lordship to avow them, deem it advisable to withhold them from me in this country

on no better grounds than that they merely "contained a narrative of what had taken place

between the Lieutenant-Governor and himself." It will no doubt appear equally inexplicable

to your Lordship how Mr. Bidwell could hope, for a moment, that a British minister* would
allow him, or any person, to forward, un<ler the protection of privacy, secret communications
respecting the conduct of the Lieutenant-Governor of this province.

* Tlie loader liua to Icnin, ilint, in spite of this dcspiitch, the Colonial Office desired me to raise this man to the

Dench ! lie has since the rebcllioa voluuiarily transported himself, and engaged never to return to Upper Canada.
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However, as Mr. Bidwell shields himself under this picn of privacy, it only remains fur

me to observe, that I imve it nut in my power to offer to yoar Lordship any obsei vationa on

the subject of his communication.

As regards Mr. John Rolph,* whom your Lordship is so good as to inform inn lins nls»

"commented at considerable length on my conduct," I have to inform your Lordship, that,

to the letter from my secretary, enclosi'd hernwith, in which 1 called upon him, by your Lord-

ship's desire, for n copy of his letter, Mr. Rolph replied, by merely acknowledging its receipt;

that, afte)- an interval of five weeks, being again pressed by my accretary for a specific answer,

he replied aa follows:

—

(Copy.)
Toronto^ 5th Not.

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 2l8t of October, recalling my atten*

tion to the letter of the 28ih of October.

The sickness in my family has abated, and I hope shortly to be able to furnish the Lieu-

tenant-Governor with a copy of my letter to Lord Glenelg.

I have, &c.

(Signed) JOHN ROLPIl.
T. Joseph, Esq., &c. (fcc. &c.

As refTurds .Mr. John Roiph's comments on my conduct, I have therefore also to state,

that, not hiving obtained from him the information I required, it is out of my power to offer

to your Lordship any reply to his allegations.

Mr. T. D. Morrison,! in his letter dated 29th of April, 183G, "imputes to mo a misquo-

tation, from the Report of the Committee of 1835 on Public Grievances, in my speech ut the

close of last session." To this accusation I consider it unnecessary to reply, as it merely
amounts to this—that, in my speech from the Tiiruiic, I quoted, as from the Grievance Report,

a sentence which actually belonged to its Appendix.

With respect to Mr. Robert Baldwin's communication, dated 2Gih July, 1836, in which
he encloses to your Lord^ihip a Toronto newspaper, informs yonr Lordship of the contents of

private letters he has received, and transmits to your Lordship a list of certain tunes whi( h

ho has been informed have been played at public dinners in Upper (^anada, I have no obser-

vations to make on such subjects, (.\cept tlint I believe that Mr. M. S. ]}idwell, Mr. John
Rolpii, Mr. T. D. Morrison, Mr. R. Baldwin, and Mr. C. Duncond)e, would be the very ffrst

to complain were I to undertake to curb in this province the freedom of the press, or to stifle

the tunes of which Mr. Robert Baldwin has so gravely complained.

With respect to my expression, "lit them come ifthty dare," your Lordship has only to

rend Mr. Vapinean's letter to perctivo tliut this sentence was most clearly levelled «t the

uivitation wliicii the Speaker of the House of Assembly of Lower Canada made to this pro-

vince us well as the other British North American Colonies to unite for an object that could

not be misunderstood.

The Americans had no more to do with the subject than the Chinese, and of this fact,

every inhabitant of the Canadas might be sensible; but my defiance was more than was
expccKid, and it was therefore deemed .safer to misinterpret it than to meet it.

It certainly appears to me not very creditable to those whose accusations I have just

replied to, that after having so loudly and repeatedly complained of the "humiliating and
mortifying " inconvenience of seeking for justice 4000 miles off*, they should centrifugally write

and hurry across the Atlantic, to complain of the honest verdict wliich has been deliberately

])ronounced against them, not by mc, but by the inhabitants of their own province.

If your Lordship however will be good enough to continue invariably to furnish me with

a copy of the accusations they secretly write against me, this un-British practice will very

shortly be discontiimed.

I have, &,€.

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg, &c. <fcc. &c.

* Since absconded, and is now an uuiiawod traitor.

t Sinco tried Ibr treason, and lias since left the province.
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p. S.—It is my intuntion tu forward a copy of Mr. Charles Duncombe's petition to the

House uf Commons to the Ilousfe of Assembly, ap I conceive that tribunal to bu the proper

one for inquiry into the aiiogations it contains.

1'. S. Nov. 27. I have purposely detained this despatch three weeks but no reply from

Dr. Rolph has becii received.

No. 100.

Toronto, Upper Canada,

\Mh December, 1836.

My Lord,

I have the honour to inform yoar Lordship that having proceeded in state to the Legis-

lative Council Chamber to give assent to a bill, the Speaker of the House ofAssembly addressed

me from the bar of the House of Assembly as follows :

—

•' May it pleask Youk Exckllkncy,

" We, his Majesty's faithful subjects the Commoi;? of Upper Canada, recognising

the duty which we owe to our Sovereign and the loyal people whom we represent, and sensible

that it is the anxious desire of your Excellency to accede to all our reasonable expectations,

and to alTord us every aid in removinrf :.ii well-founded complaints, beg leave to present to

your Excellency for the royal assent, a bill whicli has passed both houses of the legislature, to

provide for the support of the civil government for the current year, and trust that the evils

occasioned by withholding the supplier during the last session may thus be effectually removed."

I have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg, &c. &c.
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CHAPTER VII.

History of ilie Downfiill oi' His Exct'llenry Lieulenaiit-Genenil Sir Arcliibald Ciir.ipbell, Bart., Lieutenaht-Govcrnor
ol' New Drunswick— Its Political Effect upon ine—Receive imcliigoiice tliil His Majesty's Governnipiit had

assented to ilie Road Itills of the OM Assembly, ivliicli I Im<1 reserved— G:>.riicsily remonstrate against Conces-
sions to Democracy— Oialifyiiig result of llio Metro|>iiliiaii {Elections—Conimuied I'ensioners->-Tlie suspension

of Cash I'ayniunlstlnougliout the United States—The Legislature is c( inrened— Despatch to the Colonial Office

expliiining the Insecurity to Pioperty of Republican Institutions— Violent Struggle in the House of Assembly.

ALTiroiJGH in my di;spnlclies to his Majesty's Government I could scarcely avoid, almost in

self-defence, egotistically claiming *br the Executive Government credit for the apparent result

of its measures, yet I should do injustice to the people of Upper Canada were I now to deny

to them the sole honour of a moral victory obtained by their fervent loyalty as well as by their

deliburute attachment to our happy institutions.

Not only did their free, unbiassed verdict produce most beneficial results throughout the

"hole of the North American Colonics which with the utmost anxiety iind been watching in

Upper Canada the conflict between principles by which they thei.iselves had been equally

disturbed, but far above all Hid it offer a morale of inestimable value to the mother-country

itself: for surely it is impossible for any man to deny that, previous to the struggle in Upper

Canada, there existed among all parties in England an impression, beyond the power of argu-

ment to efface, that democracy not only was indigenous to the soil of America, but that no

other form ofgovernment could be made to flourisli there.

But although every person acquainted with human nature knows how impossible it is at

once to eradicate any firmly-rooted error, (for though you cut down the tree in America it

requires ten or twelve years before the stumps rot,) yet the incontrovertible fact that the people

of Upper Canada, when formally, ap|iealed to at a general election, had deliberately, empha-
tically, and unequivocally declared themselves in favour of monarchical institutions, was a
staggering blow to the popular error in the mother-country, which it was highly desirable to^

repeat before it oould recover from it.
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Never, therefore, liad the Britisii Government n nohler opf ortiuiity of forcing conviction

on the pubhc mind, and of culling upon it to surrender its prejudices and misconceptions.

Aware of all the facta which hnd occurred, surely it was the bounden duty of thr Govern-

ment to have magnanimously led the two Houses of the Imperial Purlianuint forward to reform,

by frankly telling them to reform themselves, and, instead of mutilating, to appreciate the

blessings of time-tried institutions, which the inhabitants of Upper Canada had proved to

possess the same intrinsic value on the coiriinent uf America, as they iiud possessed in the old

country in its n'>bleat dayd.

Far, however, from adopting this course, his Majesty's Government, jnst as if they hud
been mortified at the triumph which had been gained, and just as if ihey hud determined that

Its salutary consequences ought immediately to be arrested, planned a measure which I humbly
think to future ages will appear not only incomprehensible, but incredible '.

It was of course utterly impossible fur his Majesty's Government to order me to abandon
the principle which before the whole continent of Morth America Iliad successfully maintained
namely, " that the Executive Council is not responsible to the people."

1. Because, as Lieutenant-Governor of the province, I had been supported in that prin-

ciple Ly the voice of the people at the general election.

2. Because the Legislative Council had supported the same principle.

3. Because the House of Assembly, shortly after they had l..en elected^ had adopted by
a triumphant majority the following opinion (dale 22nd Feb. 1836) of their Committee :

—

"The question regarding the Executive Council it is perhaps unnecessary to discuss.

—

Never was the public opinion more clearly, more emphatically expressed than on that very

subject, at the late general election. A large majority of your Ilonouruble House was, as

your Committee firmly believe, returned as advocating principles and opinions diametrically

opposed to those contained in this sticond resolution." [This second rfsolution of the Home
of Assembly in Lower Canada was to render the Executive Council of this Province directly

responsible to the representatives of the people" &c.]

"Your Committee, however, cannot let pass the opportunity of expressing their opinion,

that the Governor, Lieutenanl-Governor, or person administering the government of this

province, is intrusted with the exercise of the royal prerogative within the same, and that he,

and not the Executive Council, is constitutionally responsible, as well to the Sovereign as to

the people of this province, fur the impartial and upright (icrforinance of the duties of his

office; a responsibility essential to the preservation of the rights and liberties of his Majesty's

subjects in Upper Canada, and which it is the important duty of their representatives to

maintain and enforce, and not to sufier that responsibility, so far as depends on them, to be
weakened or destroyed, by transferring the whole or any portion of it to other parties; and
that any attempt to transfer to the Executive Council this responsibility, and, as a necessary

consequence, the power and patronage vested by law in the person administering the govern-

ment, is in derogation of the constitutional charter, and would be dangerous to the liberties

of the people, injurious to the stability of our social and political institutions, and utterly

destructive of the ties which attach this colony to the British empire."

As it appears from the foregoing extracts how firmly the Lecri»!iture and inhabitants of

Upper Canada stood combined together heart and h..iid to resit '
''• republican principle of

making the Executive Council "rf^/jowsiWe <o <A«/>c«^/c," it ifc regret I received from

tlio Colonial Office a despatch dated 25th July, 1836, in which <> some highly complimen-

tary sentences, it was ominously observed, " His Majesty's Govemtn'^nt look to no transient

results or temporary triumj)hs .'"

That the results of the contest in which we had been engaged would not be " transient"

or its " triumph temporary, " were, at the time this despatch was written, as clear to every

loyal subject in our North American Colonies as they have since been proved by the repeated

repulses which the American people have met with wherever they have unjustifiably attempted

to invade the Cunadas for the purpose of forcing upon us their loathsome institutions. Still k
was evident to me from the sentence above quoted—from the non-publication in England of

my despatches announcing the moral victory that had been gained—and from the remarkable

ministerial silence that had prevailed on the subject in both Houses of Parliament, that the

Colonial Office was but little disposed to change its policy. I own, however, I was not prepared

for the astonishing course which I will endeavour as shortly aa possible to relate.
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As if determined to fiilfi! its own propliecy by proving thnt in Upper Canada the "triumpli"

gained would b« " temporary, " and tli'j results " transiont, " the Colonial Office, on the 30th

September, 1836, addressed to mo a despatch, which after asserting a most melancholy axiom,

namely, that " it is vain to suppose that any concession can be made to the General Assembly

of any one of the North American provinces and withheld from the rest," enclosed to me
copies of despatches and instructions to his Excellency Lieutonant-Gencral Sir Archibald

Campbell, Lieutenant-Governor of New Brunswick, to which he was ordered to give general

publicity, and which I was desired to consider, tis far as they could be applied to Upper
Canada, " as addressed to myself." The despatch then proceeded to say, " It has appeared

to me (the St-cretary of State ) that it woidd be very desirable to accelerate the meeting of tho

Legislature of New Brunswick, in order that tlu; nature of the proposed arrangements in that

province might be well understood in both the Canadas and in Nova Scotia, before the opening

of the regular session of the General Assemblies m those provinces. * * * *

it is further my wish, that the meeting of the Upper Canada Assembly though postponed for

some weeks after that o\ New Brunswick, should precede, by on equal period tlie meeting of

tiie Lower Province."

As the whole of tho despatches to Sir Archibald Campbell have been published through-

out every province in North America, I need liurdly say, that the "proposed arrangemuiita"

whicii witre thus ordered to be eilected, contained not only directions for the surrender of the

casual and territorial revenues against which I had so humbly but so strongly remonstrated,

but the following order to Sir Archibald Campbell :—" In making your selection (for seats

ill his Majesty's Executive Council) you will not confine yourself to a single class or descrip-

tion of persons, but will endeavour to ensure the presence in the Council of gentleman repre^

senting the various interegtg which exist in the province, and possegging at the game time tub
CONFIDKNCE OF THE PEOPLE AT LARGE

!"
I"

By this most extraordinary and complicated arrangement, tho triumph which the loyal

inhabitants of our North American Colonies had gained over the demands of the Republicans

was not only proved to be " temporary," but was completely destroyed.

Instead of allowing tlie Legislature of Upper Canada to continue to lead the way towards

real reform by the merciless eradication of Rt^piiblican principles, it was not only ordered to

the rear, but us it were confined there in irons by the Colonial Office until the Lieutenant

Governor of New Brunswick could assemble the Legislature of that province, publicly to

surrender to them, among other concessions, the very point which, before the whole continent,

the Upper Canadian Legislature had successfully defendtid fron the Republicans : for I

submit to the intelligence of the civilized world, that this decision of the Colonial Office

respecting the Executive Council, when divested of the diploni-L'tir language in whicli it was
couched was a direct surrender of the question in dispute. 1 ask, first, whether it was con-

stitiitioiinl to order that the Governor's Executive Council should be made "to represent the

tariuus interests'^ which were already represented in the House of Assembly; and secondly,

whether there is any diflference between the Colonial Office ordering the Executive Council

"to jiossess the confidence of the people at large,'" and the republican demand which the people

of Upper Canada had resisted, namely, " that the Executive Council must be responsible to

the people .'"

But perhaps, after all, the most astonishing fact in the whole of this proceeding is, that

not only these concessions, but various others, which were ordered to be promulgated by Sir

Archibald Campbell throughout the whole of our North American Colonies, appear to have
been arranged in the Colonial Office by Messrs. Crane and VVilmot, two deputies from the

House of Assembly of New Brunswick

!

Without meaning, in any degree, to compare these two most respectable gentlemen with
Mr. M'Kenzie still one would have thought that the fatal experience which the Colonial
Oflico had so dearly purchased by listening to the latter individual would have proved the

impropriety of the principle of legislating on ex parte statements, proceeding either from the

people or from the representatives of the people, without referring them to the Lieutenant
Governor, Executive Council, and Legislative Council of the colony ! The following extracts,

however, of the despatches alluded to from the Colonial Office to Sir Archibald Campbell,
clearly show, not only that the old sysiem continued, but that vireg acquisiverat eundo.

Extract of a despatch to Sir A. Campbell, dated Downing-Street, 31st Aug. 1836, and
published in New Brunswick :

—" I have also been in communication with these gentlemen
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(Mcssrd. Craiio nrid Wilinut), as wull uii llio mattcra to which tho addrosa adverts, as on
othirs connecttd with the colony"

A second despatch to Sir A. Campbell, dnt«d 5lli f*i'|»t. 1H3G, ciicloaoB

—

"C()|>ies oflliu corrcspondniiCR wliicli liiul passed un the siihjuct of that address, uiid on

other initttcrs of n public niitnrc Ixitween thiit depnrtment and Messrs. Crnne and Wilmot, the

gentlomt'ii deputed by the IIous*: of Art.-»einbly to rcvrisrnt them in this country. Having
cominunicat<!(i to Mes^irs. Criuu: and W Winol t/u draft of my detpatch of the tilst ultimo, I

have received from tliom the enclosiid observations upon it. I iiavu also had with them per-

sonal coniuiunicatiou on the subject. I now proceed to inform you in what respects his

Majesty lias, in const (/umcc, been plitased to direct that ihc instructions contained in my
despatch (if the 31st ultimo shall be altered or modified.

'• The first alleraiiun proposed by Messrs. Crano and Wilmot is, that the Lxocutive
(Council could, in nnnji/iancc with the wis/its of the Assembly, be at once eidarged, without

waitiii!,' for the further deliberation coiiteinplaied in my despatch of tho 31st ultimo. On this

point, lii.s Majesty, after due cotisiderntion of the ar<ruments ur^ed by tlie Mouse of Assembly,
and of the represeni'Uions of Mes^i!). ''rane and Wdmot, is prepared to adopt the necessary

.^leps for meeting tlit tcishes of the Assembly."

It apoears that these concessions to one branch only of the Legislature produced the

natural t-Hect of increasing, rather than of satiating, the voracious ap|)elitt; of Messrs. Crane

and Wilmot, for a third despatch to 8ir Archibald Campbell, dated rUth September, 1836,

referring to the two previous despatches observes

—

" In one res| cct, the arrangements announced in the despatches just referred to are

defective. They do not comprise any detailed explanation uf tiie provisions of the Act, to

be made A/r securing the civil list, and for the general sale of the Crown lands. I am yet

engaged in corres|)ondei(ce with Messrs. Crane and Wilmot on these topics, and fume time

may, probably, elapse before I can settle with these gentlemen what are the precis terms in

which thost laws ought to be drawn up. Yon will not, however, postpone on tl it account

the meeting of the Legislature, or the communications which are to be made to thent."

The Legislature was ordered to be convened with the least possible delay, and the

despatch to Sir Arcbibald Campbell then observes

—

"Considerations applying not to New Brunswick alone, but to the other British North
American provinces also, require that no time should be lost in giving ^'fntTa/z/u^/ict/y to the

proposals which you arc authorised to make. You will, therefore, take the necessary mea-
sures for convening the General Assembly, for the dispatch of business on the receipt of this-

dcsjintoli.

"On the meeting of the Legislature, you will, by a message, communicate to the Legis-

lative Council, and to the Assembly, copies of my despatches of the 31sl of August and of

the 5ih of September. It is my wish that no needless reserve should be practised on this

occasion.

" Tlie views exolaincd in those despatches having been maturely adopted, after a full

and careful iiivestir tioii, it is desirable that they should be fully known, and clearly developed

lo the Legislative bodies of New Brunswick, and through them to the Legislatures of Mt
othei British JVorth American Provinces"

The .severe mortification which this infatuated course of policy of the Colonial Office

product'd in U[)per Canada is indescribable. The Loyalists were again disheartened, the

llepublicuiis again exuliingly, though untruly, boasted that the Home Govoriiment was with
tiiein.

11 is Excellency, Lieulonant-Gcneral Sir Archibald Campbell, seeing the effect produced,
iioi oidy in New Brunswick, but throughout all the British North American Colonies, by the

npreseniations of a single pair of "delegates," from a single branch of the Legislature of a

singli province—fiieling how completely his authority was superseded—how hopeless it was
for him to attempt to maintain monarchical institutions, while the Colonial Office openly
legislated on the democratic princi|)le of ''delegates" (the very name of which was most
offensive to the Royalists,) and openly disapproving, on constitutional grounds, of the mode
in which the King's casual and territorial revenues were proposed to bx surrendered—expressed

himself to his Majesty's Govcriimeiit, in terms which will, probably, ere long, come to light.
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On his Majesty's represontative hesitating to surrondor the revenues of the Crown, until

he could merely receive an answer from the Colonial OfTico to the objections which, without

iusB of time, hu had aubinitted to it, the House of Assembly, made impatient by their successes,

immediately petitioned the King.

The following extract from a rcspccttible paper will explain the sentiments as well as the

fate oftliio gallant veteran, who (though I have never seen him, or corresponded with him) 1

believe, 1 may say, left his ,>08t honoured and respected by every loyal subject in Upper
Canada.

It appears that the conduct of Sir Archibald Campbell, Lieutenant-Governor of New
Brunswick, with respect to the Civil List, has excited so much of the displeasure of the

Assembly of tlint province, as to induce them to despatch a deputation to England with an
address to his Mujesty, praying for the recall of Sir Archibald. To the committee who waited

upon his Excellency with this address, the gallant veteran made the followinfr reply—a reply

worthy of the man and his services to his King and country :

—

Reply of Sir A. Campbell to a Deputation fnmt the House of Aacnihly, New Brunswick.

Gentlemen,

The conscientious rectitude of my own conduct render the subject of this address t(» mc
a matter of the most perfect indilferencc.

I l.ave had the honour of serving his Majesty for nearly half a century, in almost every

quarter of the globe ; and I trust those services have been such as to sufl'er no diminution in

t^ie estimation of my Sovereign, from any representation that may be made by the House of

Assembly of New Brunswick.

I need hardly say, that no one in out British North American colonies felt the shock of

Sir Archibald Cam|)boirs retirement more keenly than I did, for in his fate I clearly read, as
addressed to myself, the words, " Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin." My hour, however, had
not yet arrived ; and 1 have, therefore, in the interim, to lay before tiie reader the following

despatches, which will show the nature of the difficulties with which I continued to struggle
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No. 103.

Toronto, Upper Canada,

dOth December, 183G.

My Lord,

I have the honour to reply to your Lordship's despatch, No. 03, as also to one marked
"confidential,'' and dated 30lh September, 1836.

In the former communication I am informed that his Majesty's Government has assented

to twelve road bills, which at the close of the last session I had reserved. In the latter, I am
furnished with copies of three despatches addressed through Sir Archibald Campbell to the

Governors of all the North American Colonics.

Previous to rcportin<^ to your Lordship the embarrussment which has been occasioned

iiere by the above communications, I beg leave to state that I om fully sensible that any general

system or course of policy which it may bo advisable to adopt throughout the North American
Colonies, may, though generally beneficial, be productive ofembarrassment in particular places.

All I therefore desire to do is faithfully to apprise your Lordship of the effect which the des-

patches referred to have produced in this province.

In my despatch, No, 44, I had the honour to inform your Lordship, " that although, with

the advice of my Executive Council, I had reserved all the money bills for the siguification of

his Mojesty's pleasure, yet there were three of them, to which the Council concurred with me
in recommending that the Royal Assent should immediately be given."

I added, " It would have given me much pleasure to have at once assented to these three

bills; but I conceive it was of greater importance to maintain the principle, that tlie House ot

Assembly is not to be allowed to embarrass the Government, vvitliout also embarrassi.ig the

country, and that to withhold the Supplies does not mean to stop the Government wheel, but

the whole machinery of the Legislature."
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With respect to the other twelve bills, I had much stronger reasons for reserving them

;

inasmuch as thoexponditiiro of the monoy voted in each bill had, for well-known revolutionary

purposes, been unconstitutionnlly committed to Ilepublican Commissioners, which fact in my
despatch to your Lordship, No. Ul, dated i;29th July, 1830, I endeavoured to explain as

follows :

—

" Before I set out, I am anxious to address ynnr Lordship on the subject of the Commis-
iiionerships, which were passed by the IIimiso of AHseml)ly during their laxt sesKioii, nnd which
will bo best explained by the enclosed copy of my reply to an address 1 received from the

Township of Pickering.

" The sum voted by the House of Assembly of this province nominally for road-money,
amounts to jC50,000 a year ; and as this money id not only voted, but placed at the disposal of

certain members of the House who are 8elt'-ap|i(>iiited by the Assembly ns salaried Commis-
sioners, it becomes a political engine of enormous unconstitutional power.

" The insidious uses to which it has been applied, have, I can assure your Lordship, been
revolutionary ; and 1 beg to call your attention to the fact, that, in the enclosed printed list,

the name of Mr. Peter Perry occurs no less than six times.
"

Having tliua submitttul to your Lordship the reasons for which I had reserved nil the

money bills of the late House of Assembly, 1 awaited your Lordship's justification of tho

measure, which in your despatch. No. 7J, was, very much to my satisfaction, enequivocally

expressed.

It now became necessary, that, previous to the meeting of the present Legislature, I

should determine on the measures it would be advisable to recommend in my speech from
the throne.

The addresses I received from both Houses in reply to this communication will ere this

have explained to your Lordship that my proposed measures met with the cordial approbation
of the Legislature ; which accordingly at once set to work by appointing u joint committee to

inspect and report on the state of the Wellund Canal, and, indeed, on all tho other important
changes 1 had submitted for consideration.

No'hing could be more satisfactory nnd praiseworthy than the cool, business-like progress

which the Legislature was making, and the complete government of all those feelings of

triumph which it has been my earnest endeavour to discourage and suppress. No angry expres-

sions had been uttered even in tho House of Assembly ; and after the storm it had expe-

rienced, the public mind was rapidly subsiding into a calm, when all on a sudden I received

your Lordship's despatch, No. 93, dated Gth iSeptember, 183G, containing the Royal Assent
to all the bills I had reserved, which not only confused the arrangements the Legislature had
commenced, but throughout the whole province caused the resurrection of the Republicans
as political Commissioners, with large sums of money at their command.

On receiving this communication, my first impression was to suppress it : however, on

rcflcctiou, it appeared to me, that I ought to allow myself to be driven by the Republicans

from this province, rather than presume to stay the execution of the King's will ; and accord-

ingly, of two evils, choosing the least, I transmitted His Majesty's assent to the twelve bills

to both Houses of the Legislature.

My Lord, I had not recovered from this shock, when I received the confidential despatch,

dated the 30th of September, 1836, informing mc that at the instigation of agents from only

one branch of the Legislature of New Brunswick, your Lordship had deemed it advisable,

through Sir Archibald Campbell, to promulgate to all the North American colonies that,

among other arrangements, the Executive Council was to be increased in number, and hence-

forward to be composed of individuals "possessing the confidence of the people."

In my reply of the 5th of March last, to my late Executive Council, which hod been

iionoured by your Lordship's approval, I had stated, "Tho Lieutenant-Governor maintains,

that the responsibility to the pkople, who are already represented by the Flouse of Assembly,

which the Council assume?, is unconstitutional ; that it is the duty of the Council to serve

illM, not THEM."

Your Lordship cannot have forgotteu the total defeat which the Republicans experienced

by rashly attempting to drive me from this invincible position ; and as the British population

of the North American Colonies were eager spectators of the conflict, your Lordship will, I

am sure, pardon me for expressing the feelings of mortification and depression with which
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I now recollect tlio proplincica which, ovor sinco tho commeiiccmRiit of tho political wnr I

liuvo waged hcru, have invariaUy furubodud that I should not hu supported by tho British

Government.

" It is out of my nnwer" (I stated in my denpatch, No. 24, ilutcd Gtli of April last) " tu

(jesicribu to your Lordship, without the appeariinco of exaggeration, tliu joy and j>hulne38

t>xpn!Hi*e(l lo uie by all parti«>8 at the conslKutional resistance I liuvo made ; but 1 will not

coiici'al from your Lordship that there is one fpiestion at this moment in almost everyhody's

mouth, namely, 'Will the Lieutenant-Governor be supported by the Home (iuvernment !'

—

>Hc ncvtrwill! sny tho Radicals ;
" Wefmr he wilt not," soy the Constitulionists."

My Lord, there is no [lortion of your Lordship's instructions which 1 am nut nt this

moment pn^parin^ to carry into i^tVort. I have made it generally known that I am about to

surrender to the Provincial Legislature the casual and territorial revenues of the Crown

;

and 1 have also informed the Chairman of a Committee of the House of Assembly, to whom
the revision of tho Land-granting Department has been referred, that, under certain restric-

tions, I am authorized by His Majesty's Government, moreover, to surrender tu the Provincial

Legislature the authority to regulate the disposal of tho Crown Lands ; but I regret to inform

your Lordship, that the leading recommendation contained in the report of tho said Com-
mittee on the Land-gronting Department is, that tho whole of the said Crown Lands shall at

oaco be ofl'ered to tho public, (or, in other words, to the people,) at the low price of five

shillings an acre

!

But who is there now in tho province to resist this proposal!

Tho only individual who might bo expected tu protect the interests of the cniigrant is

llie Lieutenant-Governor, but I fear this expectation cannot now be realized ; ur by th" late

iiiritructituiB to 8ir A. Campbell, the Lieut(!nant-Governur, if ho attempted to guard the Crown
lands, would not only find tho two branches of tho Legislatiin; against him, but his own
Kxecutive Council might reosonably argue, that unless they also o|)|)o8ed him, they would
{i)r\'tiil " the covfidenee of the VKOVLK '," and it is impossible to offer a more convinr^ing proof

of the reality of this danger, than by referring to tho petition which, shortly after m^ i;.'ival

here, was forwarded to your Lordship, earnestly recommending, as surveyor-general ot t!iis

province, a cler!. in the office who (although a most loyal, gallant subject) had been proved

to have been acting contrary to express orders as private agent.

Your Lordship has only to review this singular petition, to perceive that it contains the

names of almost every member of both Hmises of the Legislature; and it therefore clearly

follows, that had this appointment depended on thu Provincial Legislature, it would most
certainly have been carried into etfect.

The necessity of protecting tho emigrant from tho rapacity of the settled inhabitant, has
just been confirmed by the highest possible practical authority, namely, by Mr. President

Jackson, of tho United iStutes, who, in his message promulgated last week, makes the follow-

ing confession :

—

(After commenting at considerable length on the President's speech, and on the prepon-
derating influence which Messrs. Crane and Wilmot had obtained in ?' o Colonial Office, the

despatch proceeds as follows :—

)

It will, I hope, be liberally construed as no want of attachment to your Lordship, or of
fidelity to his Majesty's Government, if I acknowledge, that I feel jealous of the intervention

of a new influence, alien to tho constitution of this legislature.

The British Constitution has nothing whatever to fear fr')m its low-bred antagonist

Democracy, in Americo, if his Majesty's Government will uot avert from us its support.

" nntiglit sliiill make us rue,

If England to liurself li.i rest but true."

But if the Lieutenant-Governors of our colonies bo sentenced to contend with

—

1. Public opinion, or, in other words, the opinion of " the people."

2. The House of Assembly, or tho representatives of " the people."

3. An Executive Council reciuired to possess the confidence of " the people."

4. Agents in England, enjoying tho ear and confidence of his Majesty's Government,
as being the representatives of the representatives of " the people :"
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. And lastly, if, a« a gunural rule, all our ci)lonioa are to surrciidcr ivliatuvcr prnrogativo any
(iiiu of tlicni ill purtictilur may bu drprivnd of, l>y wliicii arningi'iniiiit tin; Wfukt-si Liuutuiiuiit-

Uoveriior, wliotvDr lio iiioy bo, will load ull tlio n-sl, (_\vliicli is cortniidy coiiirury to military

lactic':^, for tiiu guards at Walttrloo invir for a moiiirni lIuMi^lit of giving up llougoumoiit,

bocaususomo of tlio Belgian infantry rnii away,) I think your l^ordsliip, on reflection wiil

perceive, tiiat instead of crushing democracy in this continent, wu shall actually bo creating it

in our colonies.

I have ventured to ofl'er to your Lordship'^ impartial consideration the above suggestions,

in o|)positiun to Messrs. Crane and Wilmot's recommendutions, that oertain alterations should

bo muiiu in those instructions which,<in leaving England, I had tliu liunour to receive from
your Lordship.

Under those instrnctions, 1 had succo:>sfully contended with democracy in America, and,

confident of the i^veiitiial roi^ull of this nobh; struggle, I had only required of his IMajestv's

Government " t/u: nr^iitipe asiistaiice ofnot being undermiiud at homt."

'I'iie more seriously I contemplate thu political tranquillity of this province, the more sted-

astly am I confn meil in my ojiinion, that ci>>j|, stern, decisive, unconciliating measures form
the mtst populardoscription of goverament tliat can bo exercised towurda the free and liigh-

niiiuleJ inlmbitunts if the Cunudas.

I have, &.C.

E. 13. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg, Si,c. <fcc. &c.

Toronto, Upper Canada,

January IJtIi, 1837.

KIv LoKD,

I'hc (.'lection of aldermen and common councilmt-iv for the five wards of this riiy closei!

yesterday, and the result i:^ creating so iiiuuh sensation in this province, that 1 feel it my duty
to communicate it to your Lordship.

Ever since tlie termination of the general elections in July last, the wreck of the repub-

lican faction, whoso head-quarters are at Toronto, liavo been endeavnuriiig to demtuistrate,

tiiul the re-aclion which has taken place throughout the country was but the momentary eilect

produced by my r( plii-s ! > the addresses Lreceived, and by the i'-iproper issuing of patents,

in short, thai their (utworks had beeii carried by a mere coup-de. main; and as the electioi:'

for the metropolis approaclied, it was detormiued by the lladieals to dis|ilay the power they

yet possessed in their citadel, by elecliiig as the new mayor, cither IVl'Keiizic, or one of the

Ihroo gentlemen (Dr. Baldwin,* Mr, Giofgc Kidout, or Mr. Sma!') who had been dismissed

from otlice by me.

As it mattered but very liille to me who was mayor of this city, I can assure your Lord-

ship, that 1 scarcely ever gave the subject a tlM)Uglit, or indeed had lime to do so: liowever,

the electors of the city having been ey<!-witnesses of the conflict I had had with the Republi-

cans—having been made acquainted with all the accusations urged against me by Messrs.

Hume and Duncombe—having had an opportunity of obs<:: viiig, for two months, the practical

working of the new House of Assembly, ami of reflecting, for u year, on the course of policy

1 had adoptttd, tliey unecpiivocally exfiressed their verdict in my favour, by exterminating the

twenty republican candidates from every single ward in the city, and by electing in their

Btead staunch Constiiiiiioni^ts, who, in every instance excepting one, had majorities of moru^

than two to one over their opponents.

As not a singlo patent has bi^en issued during the elections, and as almost universal

auflVage prevails, tin; political self-purification of this metiopolis ufl'ers u moral which, I humbly
conceive, docs not require a comment.

I have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg, &.c. &c. &-c.

* The iiiiino ur iliij {<o ink'man will, In conjuucliuu wiili that of Mr. Ex-SpeakCr DIdwcll, be shortly broughr'

before ihu rt;.idur'!i cspvcidl uUlmiiIou.
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I now transmitted to tliu Colonial Office u very lung despatcli, enclosing the minute
investigation, and unqualifiod vindication, by tliu Ilonau o( Asaumbiy of the charges brougiit

against me in England, by Mr. Joseph Hume and Dr. Dunconibe, of having carried the eiuc-

tiuns by ^' the fabrication of votes." As these documents liave been laid before the House of

i/'oHiniuiis, by his Alujesty s Government, 1 need not here insert them.

Ho. 56.

Upper Canada^ Toronto,

May 5, 1837.

Mv LoKo,

With reference to your Lordship's despatch of tiie 12ih of January last. No. 130, in

which is enclosed a letter from the Deputy (Secretary at War, staling, that on being furnished

with a list of the military pensioners referred to in my despatch of the lOlh of October, 1836,

No. 84, with full particnlars of each man's case, the Secretary at War will consider whether
uny mode of relief to any of them is within his power, I have the honour to transmit to your
Lurdship a report from Emigrant agent A. B. Hawke, aflording all the information ho is able

to impart.

As the three branches of this Legislature have already respectfully supplicated his

Majesty in behalf of these miserable men, I feel it would be improper in me to say anything

further in their favour. It will appear by Mr. Huwke's report, that an exact list of them
cannoi be obtained, and, consequently, that full particulars of each man's case cannot bo
submitted to the Secretary-at-Wur:—'tlio following general description of their eituBtiun will

however apply very nearly to them all.

The commuted pensioner in Upper Canada is an improvident veteran with whom the

Uritiiih Government has profitably made a hard bargain ; having spent his best days in the

service of his country, from severe service and hard drinking he has not remaining strength

to gain in this climate suflicient subsistence, and consequently every winter he suffers most
bitterly both from cold and hunger.

The braver he is, the less he complains; but his sufferings have at last attracte ' such
general commiseration, that last year tiie legislature felt it their duty to address Hi's Majesty

on the subject.

If relief be withheld from these poor, worn-out, improvident men, another winter or two
will be more than many of them can withstand. When all are gone, the transaction, so fur

a» regards the pecuniary saving, will undoubtedly bo at an end ; but I respectfully assure

your Lordship, it is generally considered here that a little blot will remain upon the brilUant

history of this province, which it will then be too lute to efl'uce.

I have, &.C.

F. B. HEAD.
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The Lord Glenulg, &c. &c.

No. 60.

Toronto, Ujtper Canada,

May 30, 1837.

iMv Loud,

I have the honour to inform your Lurdship that, with the advice of my Executive Council,

I Imve this day determined to convene the Provincial Parliament of Upper Canada on the

19th of June.

I much regret this measure, as the Council agrees with me in the opinion, not only thai
" •-... ......

lamation wil'

•

ttierc exists no real necessity for convening the juegislatiire, but that the prod
ttind to rutlle the commercial iranipiillity which at present \:sJiiii throughout this province.
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Tho appreliension that there would be a run on the chartered banks in Upper Canada,
in consequence of their continuing specie puyinunts, haa proved to have been groundlesa.

—

Nevertheless, your Lordship will easily imagine that it is impossible for mc to act contrary

to the policy of the surrounding states, without ')pposing a number of private interests, which

have lately been joined in a hue and cry fur the assembling of the Legislature ; and as I

foresee, that whatever embarrassment the trade of this province may have to suffiT, in conse-

quence of the present uiie.\ain|)led state of the monied market, would be industriously declared

to be the eft'ect of the iion-CDiivention of the Legislature, I have deemed it advisable of two

evils to choose the least, and meet a real difficulty rather than one which would be intangible.

1 liave no apprehensions respecting the result, and expect that the session will last only

a few days.

I have, &.C.

F. B. HEAD.

No. 82.

Upper Canada, Toronto,

July 12, 1837.

My Loku,

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of my speech on proroguing the

Legislature of this province.

In ray despatch, No. C6, dated the 30tli of May, I explained to your Lordship the reasons

which had induced me most reluclanily to convene the Provincial Parlianieiit, and as soon as

it assembled I experienced uU the difficulties I had anticipated. I will e:)deavour to explain

them to your Lordship.

The rapid improvements which for some years have been taking place in the United

States have been a mystery which few people have been able to compreliend. Every under-

taking had apparently been crowned with success; every man's speculation had seemed to

answer; the price of labour, although exorbitant, had everywhere beitn cheerfully paid, and

money had appeared in such plenty, that it had profusely been given in barter for almost

every commodity that cume to market. In short, the country was triumphantly declared to

be 'Agoing a-heud ;" and, as the young province of Upper Canada was observed to be unable

to keep up, the difference in its progress was contemptuously ascribed to the difference in its

form of government.

Monarchical institutions were merefore ridiculed, republican principles were self-praised,

and democratic opinions were not only disseminated over this continent, but, crossing the

Atlantic, they made their a|)pear,ince in our «;»vn happy country, where It has lately been

deemed by many people fine and f.sshioiiahle to point to the Uniti.d States of America as a

proof that riveting religion to the state, and that nobility of mind, are to commerce what friction

is in mechanics.

In the midst of all this theory, the whole commercial system of the United States sud-

denly was observed to tumble to pieces, its boasted prosperity being converted into a state of

disorder altogether new in the moral history of the world, for the republic declared itself to

be bankrupt, without even pretending to be insolvent: in short, its banks simultaneously
dishonoured their own notes, ket!|)ing specie which belonged to their creditors in their vaults.

This example of the banks offered a pretext to any man to absolve himself from his debts by

lictilious bankruptcy. The public creditors afar off, as well as those on the spot, had no power
to save themselves, and under tiiese circumstances a general distrust prevailed.

This sudden annihilation of national credit in the United States produced of course serious

inconvMiience and alarm in Upper Canada.

The mysterious prosperity of the Republic was now proved to hove been produced by an

imprudent and reckless system of discountin<f, which had sup[)lied the country with more
money than it was [lossible for it to repay : in fact, to lend money having been supposed to

be quite as profitable a speculation as to borrow it, one debt had been contracted to pay

nnotlier ; the people had borrowed of the Banks—the Banks had borrowed of each other, and

thus the credit system had been strained till it snapped^
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The Cliartnrcd Banks of Upper Canada clearly read the moral which was brought so

immediately before their eyes, and, taking warning from their neighbours, they naturally enough

suspended their own discounts ; this precaution caused a great deal of distsess to all the

farmers and merchants who had been in the habit of receiving from the banks what is termed
*' accommodation." The more the applicants proved their inability to continue business unless

they were assisted, the clearer the banks perceived the danger of relieving them.

The borrowers being thus unable to obtain money—the last year's crop of potatoes having

failed—the public works being arrested—and the province being invaded by a number of

emigrants, who were roaming about without the means of obtaining food or employment, it

was natural that everybody should endeavour to search out the cause of the disorder which

was observed to prevail.

The banks, perfectly sensible of the real n.-ason, were silent, but an opinion was propa-

gated which rapidly became popular ; namely, that the distress which existed arose from the

bunks continuing their specie payments.

As soon as the Legislature! was assembled, this theory was very strenuously discussed,

but the members of the House of Assembly having, besides their public duties, a variety of

borrowing and other private interests to represent, it was found almost impracticable for them
t(» agree tillur respecting the disease or llie remedy : the more the question was stirred the

more turbid it became, and, as no party would consent to abandon their opinions, a Bill (see

A.) which almost embodied them all, was framed, and, after considerable discussion, it was
carried through the House by the following majority :

—

For the Bill 33
Against it 16

Majority . . 17

In this bill, First, the Chartered Banks (although they had never applied for the indul-

gence) were relieved from the forfeiture of their charters in case they should continue their

business after they had ceased to redeem their notes in specie.

Secondly. The notes of all the banks in the province, chartered or unchartered, as well

as the debentures passed during the last session of the Legislature for any sum over six pounds
five shillings, were in elfect mude legal tender.

On this bill coming to the Legislative Council, it was amended as follows (sec B.) :

—

The power of allowing the banks to continue their business of banking, notwithstanding
their suspension of cash payments, was placed in the hands of the Lieutenant-Governor in

Council, and the making of notes or debentures legal tenders vvas cancelled.

On the amendments of the Legislative Council returning to the House of Assembly they
wcp! rejected ; and after a long protracted discussion, which ended in nothing, a number of
the members in despair mude preparations for returning to their homes:

On the very eve of their departure, which was justly enough hailed by the Radicals as an
event certain to produce a revolution in the province, the House of Assembly became sensible

of the caluaiity they were about to create.

The amended bill of tho Legislative Council was again considered, and, after a most
desperate struggle between public and private interest, it was with a very few trifling alterations

carried by n small majority, and. being accepted by the Legi jiative Council, it was a. sentcd

to by me ; and thus the «|uestion which hud threatened to convulse this province (to say nothing

of the eilectd it would have produced in Lower Canada,) was satisfactorily settled and
concluded.

Tho above account may induce your Lordship to conceive that the republican and con-

stitutional parties in the House of Assembly of Upper Canada are nearly balanced, but this

is by no means the case.

The policy of the Republicans has always been, and still is, to arrest improvements
of every description, and, by encouraging whatever tends to create embarrassment and distress,

to bring Mouarchical Government into disrepute : instead, therefore of endeavouring to con-

ciliate private feelings, they artfully did everything in their power to irritate the discussion,
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wimtcvcr direction it took ; and thougli, upon any other subject, tliey would totally have

failud in their objitct, yet, in consequence ut the fuelings I have deacribed, tiitty certainly in

ilii-j instance were very near obtaining it.
,

-

I have now cxplainod to your Lordship the result of ilio extraordinary aes.^ion which has

just closed, and it only remains A»r me to state the course v( policy F intend to pursue.

I intend to recommend the banks to accommodate tho public as fur ns in prudence they

can do so ; but ns tho penally which attended the exi>austion of their coffers is now removed,

or, in other words, as they would not now bo obliged lodiscontinne their banking in case they

should become unoble to redeem their notes, it is my opinion that they should make no expen-

sive exertions to obtiiin any more specie than they now possess, but that what they have got

I hey should freely pny awny. If, while they are pursuing this honest course, the United Stntcs

or Lower Canada (finding that suspended bafdt n< ' i are not money) should be driven to

return to cash paymenn!». Upper Canada will then triumphantly have weathered the storm ; if,

iin il\e other hand, no aucii events should occur, and hn^ ! 'leir coffers are consequently drained,

utill tho good faith of the province will have bee ; >re rved ; and, without desiring to value

credit at more 'han its intrinsic worth, I have reaso.i to Itelieve that the banks themselves feci

that tho commercial chnraiter of Upper Canada is of more value, even to ihem.-'elves, than the

trilling cost of repiinijshiMg thoir vaults whenever this continent shall return to cash payments.

Although a violent and almost universal clamour has been raised n<2uinst the continuance

v)f cash pnynients, yit I feel proud in informing your Lordship, that up to the present day r»o

application lias bicii nmle by any one of the Chartered Banks to the Legislature or to myself

for permission to suspi^nd. The power to grant this permission has now been placed by the

Legislature into my hands.

If it be sought for, and if, after attentively listening to the arguments urged in its favour,

1 S(!e reason to grant it, I will not hesitate to do so. On the otiier hand, your Lordship may
depend that I will not be driven by clamour to give np the proud position which, by tho

integrity uf the Chartered Banks, this province has up to the present moment been enabled to

maintain.

I have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.
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CHAPTER Till.

TuK Ci.loiiiiil Oflicc ng»iii lopislute on cx-pnrle italemenis—Second MemorandMm on ttie puriticnl stale of ihe

CHnndus—Curious qiicsiion rp'''^eciing fugitive slaves—Third MemorHliduni on tlio puliiical state of ihe

Cnniidiis—Enibariassnicnt produced by the Colonial Office showing their Despatches to the Lieuienar;.

(•ovurnor, before lie has received them, to a complaining Colonist.

Tiiic following degipatch affords another example of the fatal propensity of the Colonial

<Jl)ice to legislate on rx-parte accusations, however small and insigniiicant the matter itself

may be, if it gives the ojtportunity of casting anything like censure on that branch of the

legislature whose duty it is to stand, whenever necessary, against the representatives of the

people.

.GoTERNMENT HoUSE,

July 20th, 1837.

My Luitu,

I have thtJ honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch (No. 73, dated

J8ih A|)ril, 1837), in which is transmitttti tu me a copy of a letter addresued to your Lordship

by Mr. Egerton Rycrson, contplaining cf the conduct of the Legislative Council in having,
" at the eleventh hour of the session, sent a Bill, authorizing a loan of £4100 to the Trustees

of the Upper Canada Academy, back to the Assembly, so amended aa comi>letely to defeat

the object of it, by providrng that tho Receiver-General should not advance any of the money
granted by the Act, unless be had money in his hands for which he had no other use."
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Hnviniu:, as your Lordship ia aware, advanced from the Casual and Territorial Revenue

Fund the balance necefisary for the payment of the war loasca, T had no means of immedi-

ately paying to Mr. Ryerson the sum of £4100; nevertheless, being desirous that your Lord-

ship's wishes should bo carried into effect, I have given to Mr. Ryerson such a statement of

my intention to advance the money in question, so soon as it can be procured, as will, I nm
happy to understand from him, enable him easily to obtain the amount from one of the pro-

vincial banks.

Having, I trust, thus Ailfdled the spirit (alihongh it hns not been in my power to obey

•'.fi litter) of your Lordship's instructions, I feel it due to the Legislative Council to explain to

your Lordship that Mr. Ryerson's declarations against that branch of the Legislatur( arc

unmerited and incorrect.

The impression which Mr. Ryerson's IcttL-r to your Lordsiiip seems designed to produce

i3, that the Assembly, being eager to encouraj^e the Upper Canada Academy, had readily

passed a bill to that effect through their House, and had in good time sent it up to the Legis-

lative Council—that un amendment, was there made to the bill, which was calculated and

contrived to defeat it—that the bill and amendment were purposely kept back till the eleventh

hour, and then sent down to the Assembly, when it was too late to remove any difficulty.

The facts arc ns follows;—The session commenced on the 8lh of November, and ended
on the 4th of March. On the 24lh of February the bill for granting aid to the Academy came
up to the Legislative Council from the A^^^embly,—that is, witiiin the last eight or nine days

of a session oi IIG days, and when the Lesiolativo Council had probably forty or fifty other

bills before them. It was read a second time on the 25<li of February, was discussed in

committee on the 27th, (the 2Gth being Sunday,) and was amended and returned to the

Assembly t>n the 2t3th. On the same day that bill was sent up among other bills sent from

the Assembly ; and after the 28th of February, when it was returned amended by the Council,

I understand that the Assembly sent no less than twenty-six bills, which, with very few excep-

tions, were pi;« ^ed through the Council, and became laws.

From the foregoing statement, it is clear— 1st, That the Legislative Council could not

hove returned the bill in question early, because it came to them lute.—2ndly, That the bill,

when it did come, was passed through all its stages without delay.

Now, with respect to the merits of the amendment, on adverting to the Acta passed in the

last session, your Lordship will perceive that about a million and a half uf money was granted

by the Legislature, and the province being already in debt, the Acts, generally speaking,

provided for raising by loan the monies required to meet these new grants.

The bill to which Mr. Ryerson refers simply granted £4000 out of the unappropriated

monies in the hands of the Receiver-General, an(l made no provision for borrowing the £4000
on debenture.

The Legislative Council knew that, after the grants which the Assenrhly had made, there

would not be 4000/. in the Receiver-General's hands unappropriated, and, consequently, that

if the bill passed into a law, cither it would be? a delusion, or the Receiver-Genera! would be

embarrassed by the conflicting demands of persons claiming money granted by several Acts

passed on the same day.

Under these circumstances the Council added the " " wing proviso to the bill :—"Provided

alwayfi nevertheless, that the monies granted by '',<s Act shall not be pa'd by the Receiver-

General, unless there shall remain in his hands .inappropriated monies, after the payment of

the charges imposed upon the provincial revenue under any Act or Acts heretofore passed,

and also of any monies granted during the present session for the support of the Civil Govera-

ment, or to defray any charges attending the public revenue."

This precdutio:ia<'y limitation, that in case there should not be unappropriated money for

all the claimants, die charges for the pul)iic service voted during the same session should be

first defrayed, is what Mr. Ryerson, in his letter to your Lo>-dship, terms a " proviso, that the

Receiver-Graeral should not advance any money granted by the Act unless he had money in

his hands fur which he had no other use."

I understand that the Archdeacon of York (alluded to so severely by Mr. Ryerson, as

having been hostile to the bill) was not even present when the amendment was framed, dis-

cussed, and passed. I am infornied that he took no part in the bill, except voting for it, as

he did for an act of incornoratioa uf a Ronuui Catholic College, passed in the same aeaaion .
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that the amendiiionl was framed by the speaker of the Council, who is a private contributor

to the building of the Aonfiemy, nud <vho, I underatan I. strongly advocated in the Council the

expediency of giving to tiio institution the public suppoti that had been prayed for.

I feel confident that your Lordship will read with interest and with satisfaction this

vindication of a brancii of a Ltsgislaturo which, I respectfully assure your Lordship, requires

•he firmest possible support, in order to encourage it to continue uncompromising hostility

uiid opposition to the Mouse of Assembly, whenever it may constitutionally be necessary to

do so.

1 have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.

Having written this despatch, I thought it liii^lily salutary that the principle contaiiiod in

l\\o last paragraph should be promulgated in the colony, .'iiid I accordingjy stint i( in a m<;v.~.ig(j

to the House of Assembly, who, far from being otfended at it, continued, like iho free people

they represented, to give me their support. I mention tl.is fact, to prove how uiniecessaty it

is, in our North Amt-ficau provinces, unconstitutionally to (?( ok for mniiKMitary popularity by
making improper and therefore degrading concessioua to the ropreseiiciuves of the people.

Second Memorandum on the Political State of the Canadas.

Copper Canada, Aug. 2iHh 1it37.

My Lord,

In communicating to me a cop '
<:( the Rcsolutiori^i which it was the intention of her

Majesty's Government to bring fisrward in (he House of (Simmons respecting Lower Canada,
your Lordship was pleased to conclude yi-jr dertpiUcli to me, No.—, dated Feb. 18th, 1837,
as follows : " I shall look forward with mu^h unxiely for a full communication fium you on
the subject, &c."

Besides being thus officially invited to furnish her Majesty's Government with my opinions

r()Specti(>g the measures proposed to be adopted towards Lower Canada, I had a natural

indaccme>it to do so, from llie political connexion which exists between the two provinces

:

for f need hardly observe to yo^ir Lordship, that it is useless for Upper Canada to be expending

£300,000 in rrndering the upper portion of the river St. Lawrence navigable, if the lower

waters are to r^'niain impassable, our access to the ocean, as well as our prosperity, being

dependent on tit:; tranquillization of the Lower Province.

As my residence here had of course enabled tne to form an opinion on the measnres
proposed to be introduced by her Majesty's Government, and as that opinion was solicited,

I should not have witiiiteld it, except for the reason that, as your Lordship's communication
reached me too lute for my opinion to be of any [ -actical use, I felt it would be only vexa-

tiously embarrassing the Government were I to transmit it. I therefore determined to be

perfectly ^ileni on the subject, and, if the sa nc reasons existed, I should still remain so ; but,

seeing that the remedial resolutions of the Imperial Parliament, as I anticipated, have totally

failed in their effect; seeing that the Housa of Assembly of Lower Canada have again refused

the supplies ; that Mr. Papineau's language has become more insulting than ever, and that

his agents here are openly preaching revolt,— I feel that, as her Majesty's Government will be

now driven to determine what is next to be done, I have no excuse for any longer withholding

my opinions, and I accordingly, reluctantly and respectfully, submit them for consideration.

My Lord, the portion of this globe from which I am now addressing you is the most
favoured region which it has ever been my humble fortune to visit. The freshness and elas-

ticity of the Canadian air—the peculiar blueness of the sky—the magnificence and utility of

the great lakes—the unexampled exuberance of the soil—the indication of mineral wealth

—

and the abundance of timber and fuel—form altogether a rich picture, which it is beyond the

power of the artist to delineate. With respect to the inhabitants, I will only say that, so far

us I am competent to judge of them, they are worthy of the free country they inhabit.

The British population have lost none of the noble qualities which distinguish their race.

The French Canadians retain all the social virtues which adorn the character of the French,

without their propensity to war.

Blessed with these advantages, the Canadas ought to be happy ; but, on the contrary,

the Upper Province was, and the Lower is, apparently, on the brink of revolution.
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Where, it will be asked, does the blame rest ! I respectfully reply, neither upon the surface

of the country, nor upon the morals of its people; but upon the conciliatory measures which,

under successive administrations, havu been unremittingly applied by the Colonial Office.

If, in common law, respectable evidence be deemed sufficient to substantiate any accu-

sation, surely, in politics, concurrent opinions such as the following ought not to be rejected.

1. The British population of Lower Canada deeply lament the course of policy which
the Home Government, for many years, has been pursuing. 2. So docs the loyal British

jiopultttion of Upper Canada. 3. The Chief Justice, the Law Officers of the Crown, every
•nitlifiil (public servant in this province, silently evince their sorrow at the concessions which
!iuve l>:j''n made, and which are still being made, to those few designing men, who for sclf-

snterrstcr' objects, have been long labouring to subvert the British Constitution. 4. So do I,

the Lied . Mint-Governor of the province. 5. So does Sir John Colborne, the Commander of
kjf .lie Ftiro' ;• m the Canadns. G. So do the British troops, who, although, generally speakino',

refrarolesiM of po'itics, cannot here a^ert their minds from circumstances which are so glaringly

before them, and vvliich they foresee tend to haul down the colours that from their boyhood
tliey have been taught to venerate.

If h» '" Majesty were suddenly to arrive in the Canadas, there is no one among those I

Itjw enunu;ratcd who would not bo proud to follow her with devotion, from Niagara to Quebec.
If ,1 representative of our colonial policy were to appear here, 1 do declare to your Lordship,

thnt in my humble opinion he would bo seen to traverse the Canadas alone. And now, my
Lord, who ia the individual who ventures to bring these truths before your Lordship's mind?
Why, one who is indebted to your Lordship for a selection in his favour almost unparalleled,

who has obtained, through your Lordship's recommendation, hereditary rank, and, who at this

moment, feels most deeply that all he has ever written, instead of ollending your Lordship,

lias most liberally been pardondd and overlooked.

As your Lordship's accredited agent, as one whose especial duty it is to act towards his

principal with honour and fidelity, the evidence 1 offiir to your Lordship is entitled to respect.

The concurrent opinions, which I have just stated to your Lordship, might once have been
termed theoretical ; but they have now not only been reduced to practice, but the proof has
been, as it v/ere mathematically, worked out both positively and negatively.

1. The conciliations which Lord Gosford has been commanded to make in Lower Canada
as well as those almost promised by inference in his late speech, have ended in ariarchij.

His Lordship's grner' us character, his high-minded integrity, his rank, his fortune, his

affability, his amiability, ail have failed to produce political tranqnillily ; his moral power lias

gradually sunk under the experiment—he has now •' lost all but his honour."

Again in New Brunswick, the concessions made to Messrs. Crane and Wilmot have
equally failed in satisfying that country. These gentlemen, as agents from the House of
Assembly, obtained the surrender of the casual and territorial revenue. When their own
scale ivas thus heavily laden, they next asked that the salary or influence of their Governor
might inversely be lightened ; when this was granted, they returned in triumph, their Gover-
nor, retiring from the conflict, yielding to them the field ; but the bonfir(!s were hardly extin-

guished, when Mr. A. Wilmot, I perceive from the journals, proposed tliat the Executive
(council should be converted into persons "possessing the confidence of the people, ^^ wiiicli, in

these Colonies, means nothing more nor les^ than that the Governor's head is to be emptied
of its contents, and then stufied with republican brains.

2. In Upper Canada, the opposite or negative process, I mean the nnconciliatory course

of policy has, it cannot be denied, pr>ctically tranquillized the province. It has not only

completely overthrown the enemies of the British Constitution, but, in a very great degree, has
effected their conversion. Hundreds of men who leaned with their whole weight against the
Government, so long as they found it bend to their pi-essure, suddenly stood erect to defend

it, the instant it resolutely commanded them to keep off. People of the most violent politics

have lately acknowledged themselves to have been in error ; and even the lote Speaker, Mr.
Bidwell himself, who was the avowed republican associate of Mr. Papineau, now openly

declares that he deeply regrets the course he was led to pursue.

I could proceed to prove to your Lordship, that the policy I have humbly pursued has
very numerous supporters, even in the United States ; but 1 will not seek for evidence beyond
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the limits of her Majesty's dominions. I will merely observe to your Loriiship, that tliu

success which has biion obtuincd in Upper Canada is not adventitious ; but that it is a result

which, in my first despatcii, dated the 5th February, ItiSG, to your Lordship, I distinctly foretold

ns foliows :

—

" As far ns I hnvu been able to judge, I should sny thai the republican parly are impla-

cable, that no cuncesdioM wiintevor will satisfy them, tht.'ir aelf-intcrested object being to posseeig

themselves of tliu Govornnieiit of this province, for the sake of lucre and emolument.

Under thosie oirciiinatnnccs, I conceive t: it the ^reat danger I had to avoid wns the

sliglUt'si attempt lu roticiliiite any party, and thi. > <h:! only course fur me to adopt was to act

ffuilosijiy, imdisguisedly, and straightforwardly, il 'die interests of the country—to throw

myself on the good sense and good feeling of the pi.., tie, ami abide a result which, I firmly

b(;Iievc, will eventually be triumphant."

Having concluded the foregoing preliminary observulions, I will now very shortly proceed
lo submit to your Lordship, nut my remaiks respecting the lute resolutions of tho Imperial

Parlininent, for ns they have passed it is u.selusa now to discuss them, but my humble opinion

of tli(! cour.sc wliieli slioidd henceforward bo adopted. I lliuroforn respectfully recommend
her Majesty's Government to frame their future policy upon two unalterable determinations,

i. NoLUMUS Lt'.UK-S ANOLl.t: MUTARI.

2. WlO Wll.l. Nor KliTAliN I'OSSESSION Ot' THE CaNADAS UY FOKCE OF ARMS.

[ Imean by this

—

1. We will not mutilate the British Constitution in our Colonies by concessicms to

Democracy.

2. Let us govern by moral power, and not by military force ; (i. e. " Let's clap the padlock"

on the aflections of llio [)eople.) ]

,My Lord, I have no hesitation in saying, that if these two maxims are mildly but firmly

maintained, truth, reason, and justice wii! overpower the faction.^ opposition that is now
od'ored to us, and that a splendid moral triumph will be the result.

Much might be written on this subject, but with the voluminous details which are already

before the Government, I feel that the deliberate result of my opinion will be less troublesome

to your Lordship than a statement of the minute arguments on which it has been founded.

The servants of the Crown in Lower Canada ought, I conceive, to be immediately and
for ever made independent of the House of Assembly, by an act of the Imperial Parliament.

I have, &.C.

F. U. HEAD

The above official opinions, like all which I have humbly offered, were deemed unworthy

to be laid before the Imperial Parliament. The British Constitution in our colonies was
weakened again by concessions, and then, to prevent its falling, it was found necessary to

support it by force of bayonets.

No. 112.

Upper Canada, Toronto, 8th October, 1837.

My Lord,

I have tho honour lo submit to your Lordship sundry documents, as per Schedule, res-

Iiecling the case of Jesse Happy, a fugitive slave, who has been demanded from me by the

(iuvcinor of tho Commonwealth of Kentucky on a charge of Horse stealing.

Your Lordship will perceive the reasons for which, by the advice of my Executive Council,

1 declined to deliver up this man, who continues a prisoner in Hamilton Gaed, until he should

have liad lime to procure affidavits of the facta set forth in the various petitions 1 havo received

in Ills behalf.
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Yonr Lordship will alao perceive it is by the ndvice of the Council that I now respectfully

beg leave to draw the attention of her Mnjeaty'a Government to this case as a matter uf

general policy.

I bcliovo no one ia disposed to deny that the Canadua, as well as the United States, arc

much benctittod by that portion of the provincial atatutu which, for the goncral purification uf

society, uneourngea each to claim from the other persona guilty of ft-lony.

To tliia arrnn<;<!mcnt I have invariably givtii all thu aaaistnncc in my power; arid in a

late instancir, nilhough very groat exertions were made to ind-ico niu to refuao to aurrcnder a

man demanded by the authorities of New York, on n charge of having robbed the Rochester

Bank, yet, in spite of the arguments and recommendations in his favour, I gave him up, and
have since learned that ho has confessed his guilt.

I have also to inform your Lordship that in a case wiiicli wns brought before me only n

few days previous to that which is the subject of thia communication, I inaisted on giving up
to the Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky u alave who, in order to ciVect his escape,

had been guilty of stealing hia mast(3r's horse. I submit to your Lordship a copy of a petition

I received in thia man's favour, with my reply thereto, and have to inform your Lordahip that

the under-iherifTwaa attacked in endeavouring to carry my orders into efl'ect ; that two men
were killed and others wounded in the nflray, which ended in the escape of the prisoner, which
is now the subject of judicial investigation.

I mention these facts to satisfy your Lordrhip that I am by no means desirous that this

province should become an asylum for the guilty of any colour: at the same time the docu-

ments submitted with this despatch will I conceive show that the subject of giving up fugitive

slaves to the authorities of the adjoining republican states is one respecting which it is highly

desirable I should receive from her Majesty's Government specific instructions.

It is quite true, that if a white man who has stolen a horse from the Commonwealth of

Kentucky comes with it, or without it, to this province, ho is by the statute I have alluded to

liable to be given up on demand to the neighbouring authorities: and it certainly does seem

to follow that a black man ought not to expect, because our laws grant him personal freedom,

that he should moreover claim from them emancipation from trial fur crimes which even British-

born subjecta would be held responsible. Yet on the other hand it may be argued that a

slave escaping from bondage on his master's horse is n vicious struggle between two guilty

parties, of which the slave-owner ia not only the aggressor, but the blackest crinHnal of the

two. It is the case of the dealer in human flesh versus the stealer of horse-flesh ; and it may
be aigued that, if the British Government does not feel itself authorized to pass judgment on

the plaintiff, neither should it on the defendant.

The clothes and even the manacles of a slave are undeniably the property of his master,

and it may be argued, that it is as much a theft in the slave walking from slavery to liberty

in his master's shoes as riding on his master's horse ; and yet surely a slave breaking out of

his master's house is not guilty of the same burglary which a thief would commit who should

force the same locks and bolts in order to break in

!

Besides these observations on the general principle of the measure, the objections urged

to its practice are as follows :—

It is alleged, that after a slave surrendered by the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada
has been tried in the United States, and acquitted of the offence laid to his charge, he is sure

to be taken back to slavery by his old master ; and that, to obtain this object, it ia notorious

that false affidavits can always be obtained, in a slave state, againat any runaway slave. It

ia therefore argued, that giving up a slave for trial to the American laws, is, in fact, giving

him back to his former master ; and, therefore, that until the republican authorities can separate

trial from such unjust punishment, that, however willing we may be to give up a man to the

former, we are justified in refusing to deliver him up to the latter, unless sufficient security be

entered into in this province, that the person delivered up for trial shall be brought back to

Upper Canada as soon as his trial or the punishment awarded by it shall be concluded.

It is argued, that the republican states have no right, under the pretext of any human
treaty, to claim from the British Government, which does not recognize slavery, beings who
by slave-law are not recognised as men, and who actually existed as brute beasts in moral

darkness, until on reaching British soil they sudderdy heard, for the first time in their lives,

the sacred words " Let there be light, and there was light !
" From that moment it is argued

they were created men, and if this be true, it is said they cannot be held responsible for conduct

prior to their existence.
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Having now furnished yuur Lnrdship with the principal arf^iimenta which are used against

tiie course I niysulf have adupted in oiio aluvu-caRO, and havu only hesitated to adopt in another,

I beg leave respectfully to recommend tlint instructions on the subject may without delay bo

transmitted to the Lieutennnt-Govenior of this province.

I have, Sec.

F. B. HEAD.

Third Memorandum on the Political Slate of the Canadaa.

Toronto, \^th Nocimbcr, 1837.

My Lord,

Being aonsiblo that your Lordship will be desiroua to receive nulhenlic information not
only of the general state of alTuira in the Canadaa, but of the particular course of policy which
is being pursued in each of the provinces, I liave the hon"iir to enclose to your Lordship a
copy of a second letter, which has been expressly despatched to me by 8ir John Colborno,
with a copy of my reply thereto. •

These letters, short and f (miliar as thoy are, contain n moral of considorriMt! importance,

for they indisputably slu^w thai the Canada^ are each acting on a principl); diametrically

opposed to the other—the Lower Province contripctally drawing to itself as much military

force as it can collect ; the Upper Province contrifugally discarding every British Soldier from
its territory.

My Lord, it is I conceive undeniable, that for many years Mr. Papineau has been labouring

to separate the Caiiadas from the mother-country. To effect this object by force ho has beien

perfectly sensihie would be impossible ; he has, therefore, been endeavouring to attain it by
means which may almost be termed constitutional, namely, by 8(!ekiiiL' the intervention and
authority of the Imperial Parliament.

For this purpose, a member of the House of Commons (Mr. Roebuck) has biten paid by
the House of Assembly of Lower Canatla to ex|)atiate on grievances, and to declare at all

times and in all places to those who have no personal ac(|naintance with the Canadas, that
the people there are rettless, dissatisfied, yearningfor rfpiiblican institutions, and that, unless
the never-ending, still-beginning concessions they n quire are granted, annthir American war
must he the result.

In order to corroborate these vague statements by evidence, Mr. Pa|iineau's policy has
been to involve each succeeding Governor in a qoancl with tlie Iloust; of Assembly, to keep
up an endless war between the two [louses of tin; Legislature, as well as between tin; Assembly
and the Executive Council. Besides this, in order to cr<>ate discontent among the people, all

great improvements have been discountenanced, immigration has btcn taxed, and every artifice

has been resorted to, practically, to convince them that then really must exist somethinrr in

the management or rather mismanagement of their country, ich required " reform."

While Mr. Papineau was himself working out this revolntionary formula in Lower Canada,
he well knew it would be absolutely necessary he should promote u conspiracy in the Upper
Province—accordingly Mr. Jose|)h Hume was selected to echo Mr. Roebuck's complaints in

the House of Commons, while Mr. Bidwcll was to be the mimic in U(iper Canada of Mr.
Papineau himself.

By pointing out grievances with one hand, and preventing their correction with the other,

a small republican party in this province niana:,'(;d to create discontent, and gradually to

obtain a majority in the House of Assembly ; aud the revenue of the province being thus at

their disposal, they availed themselves of every possible opportunity to jiay and employ those

only who, by disseminating falsehood, would create discontent.

Under this malign influence people in the remote districts conceived that every difficulty

they met in i^ackwoods proceeded from the British Government ; and us it was invariably

stated to ther*; that if they were under a republic they would instantly be relieved, they had
every possible temptation to revolt. The republican agents had the power of worming tin ir

way to these poor people by paths, on which it was believed nothing proceeding from the

Government could be made to travel : the rebel party fancying therefore that the ignorance
in which their victims were involved could not be dispelled, opeidy boasted of their triumph,

and in the House of Assembly inst tly evipced the most treasonable disposition.
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My Tiord, atTuirt) wcro in tliia Htntu : tho Ifousu uf Assoinbly of Lowur Canada had pub-

liahud their iiiiiuty-two ntHohitioiis ; thu Asaoinlity ui ilii'^ prnvinco (nlthoufi|h th<7 |)n.>tciidGd

to have attachment to iho inothor-cuuntry) wore advociilin nn lv\(!CUtivo Council rcHpoiisiblo

to thu pooph), an oittctivu Lo^iHlutivo Council, aii< worr ly insulting tliu Executivo when
larrivoilin this provinco. And yot with all Ihrat ndviu i.i;m h Mr. I'npineau know perfectly

well thut the diiy liud not nrrivod for iittompting to rurry hi-< oliji rt Inj force ; with every desiro

to do BO, iiK WAH AncAiit: in short he know (piitu well that, tliiugli thu dissemination of his

noisun had sickontid loyalty, it was not yet dead !

The result of the exertions which I humbly made iHdved tho accuracy uf his judgment.

By addressing the people in homely language I ri!vi\ il the loyal spirit in Upper Canada,

and by resorting to reason instt-ad of military forcit, I becain at last enabled by the ussistanco

of tho former to dismiss the latter from the province.

I mention these facts to your Lordship for the purpose of shewing tho impolicy of our

now allowing Mr. Papineau to enjoy tho triumph uf making it appear that wc retain pussession

of the Lower Province only by force uf urms.

If Lower Canada were to bo governed by reason instead of by force, I bog leave to ask

how could it possibly separate itself from the British Empire \

If the republicans of the two provinces, united, were afraid tu attempt it, what chance has

ono to attain it, now that its comrade has turned against it t Suppose that by a coup-de-main

Mr. Papinean could gain forcible possession of Montreal and of the fortress of Quebec, what

could they be worth to him but a hempen iieck-cloth I Would the British population be

annihilated 1 Would there be no re-action 1 Would Upper Canada submit to a republic

between it and the ocimn t I can assure your Lordsliip tliat Mr. Papineau's dominion, like

his life, would hang only by a thread. Between the British navy on the one side, and the

bravo militia of Upper Canada and of New Brunswick on the other, he would find himself a

wild elephant between two tamo ones.

It may appear strange that Mr. Papineau, whoso abilities have been proved by the demo-
ralization they have ellectttd, should at this moment be occupying a position so completely

untenable ; but the fact is, ho triumphs by the weakness of our conduct, and though he is in

reality a ruined man, yet he has managed by inipud(>nco and nrtitice to gain the very darling

object he has for so many years ardently bettn striving for : in short, he has summoned eight

British regiments into this province to fight, but to bi; rjiioteil in the House of Commons as

undeniable evidence that we require military force to retain possession of that country.

My Lord, although I cannot deny the fact of the prcscnci! of tho troo,js, yet I do respect-

fully submit to your Lordship, that Mr. Pa[iineuu has managed to obtain them by illegitimate

means and by false pretences.

The force nt present in Lower Canada is unnecessary ; but wo have had recourse to it

from tho same unfortunate aberration that has hitherto induced us not only to submit to Mr.
Papineau's insults, but to bow before them in proportion to the insolenco with which they have
been inflicted. From the extreme of submission wo have suddeidy flown to the extreme of

anger ; and influenced in both instances by our passions. Reason and Justice, which in Govern-

ment are invincible, have passed unheeded.

It is now late in tho day to repent of our policy ; but there is yet time not only lo confess,

but to correct the errors we have been guilty of.

My Lord, I respectfully recommend her Majesty's Government immediately to abstract

nil tlie troops from Lower Canada excepting those to garrison Quebec and Montreal.

As soon as tlie political atmosphere shall be thus puritlcd, let Mr. Papineau, if ho dare,

attack the Queen's (rovernment, and the British population of our North American Colonies ;

let iiim, if he dare, take forcible possession of the Lower Province.

Instead of encouraging the loyal inhabitants of both provinces ignominiously to lean upon
our troops, let us allow them to tight if necessary for themselves, for their families, and for

their liberties ; and if this policy be mildly but firmly pursued, the civilized world will cheer
us ui our path, and, a» I have before ventured to assure your Lordship, a brilliant moral victory

will be the result.

I have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.
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I*. S. Binco writiiiff llio above, I liavo juat rucoivud fruin an (tfficvr lonl cxnroMlv tu ini!

from Montrual by Sir Jolin Colbjriiu, a loUur urging tnu to liuMpalch to Lower Unnada tutt.

companies of our miblifi for five montlia' aervico, na Sir Jolin obaervca, " If we do not mtut-

diatdy takcactiec uteamret to arm and organite our frirndt, the province will be loBt."

I bnvc tlie honour to enclose a copy of Sir John Colborne's communication, v/ith My
reply thereto, which will explain to your Lordaliip Iho ruaaons wliichi in my upinionj forbid

ine ut present to comply with his recpiest.

Nuiwitli8tiinilin<; the stiite of the Lower IVovinco as reported to mo by the officer com-

minding the forceti, I renmin slill of the opinion nireiidy expressed In this despntch, namely,

that Her Mnji'nty's Government should immediately abstract all the troops from Lower
Canada, excepting (lioine necessary to garrison Quebec and Montreal.

I am pitrftictly sensible that this recommendation will appear extraordinary to your

Lordship, when contrusted with the pressing exigencies of Sir John Colborno. I will, there-

fore, endeavour tu explain opinions which I can assure your Lordship I have not the slightest

desire to advocate.

If Mr. Pnpinonu and hiit followers were a foreign enemy, it would bo desirable that the

party which pos:<es.4ed tliu greatest (piantity of physical strength should predominate : but

the French habitans of Lower Canada are as mucli her Majesty's subjects as the Uritish

troops, and in the preti(;Mt state of the civilised world, 1 do mointuin that a civil war must
Iicnceforward be a moral one ; and that victory will eventually declare itself in favour of

moral and not of phy-^iciil pre|)onderance. Tiio peace, welfare, and stability of society depend
upon the maintenance of this principle ; ond such is the momentum of public opinion, that 1

feel confident no power on earth can now-a days prevail which attempts to withstand it.

I submit to your Lordship, that no government is justified in attacking its own citizens

until it has (trevionsly gone through the forms of endeavouring to govern them by firmness

and reason. A government need not be firm, nor need it be reasonable, but tho fatal conse-

quence of its being neither one nor the other is, that it exists in an unfit state suddenly to put

down rebellion by force ; for what is despotism but government »an» reaton?

My Lord, I suy nothing against the unfortunate by gone system of conciliation which has

liithnrto been adopted in Lower Canada—I will even udmit, for argument's sake, that the

Government was right to try the experiment,—but I respectfully maintain that it is not justified

in flying from it to the opposite extreme without having had recourse to the middle regimen

1 have described. But it is argued that the British population is in actual danger, that the

Lower Province " will be lost" unless we bavo immediate recourse to physical force, and,

consequently, that it is now too late to philosophise on the subject. I conceive that the argu-

ment is the same as if a man who had commenced to build his house on a bog were to insist

on continuing it because he had already completed its first story. It is true the removal uf

the building would be mortifying and expensive, but, if it were impossible for it to stand, the

tooncr it were abandoned the better.

My Lord, 1 conceive that no quantity of British troops would bo sufficient to put down
agitation in Lower Canada, or even to protect every person in that province from open

violence. The cumbersome attempt on our part to do all this by soldiers would appear to

the world a series of aggression, which would sooner or later excite sympathy in favour of

Mr. Papiiicau and his adherents.

On the other hand, if, sheathing the sword, we were at once to place ourselves on the

defensive, and openly await the very evils we are now trying to avert, Mr. Papineau would
then be driven cither to give up agitation or to become the aggressor, in which latter case we

(1 mean the British population of tho North American Colonies) should instantly gain in

moral power infinitely more than we had laid aside in military force.

I submit to your Lordship, that in military strength Mr. Papineau has no chance what-

ever of successfully contending against tho British empire. Let us, therefore, equally be his

superior io that moral power by which our possession and protection of the Canadas must

eventually be decided.

F. B. H.
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F. B. II.

Tho foregoing opinidiis (which by her Majesty's government wero not deemed worthy

to bfl included among those submitted tu tho Imperial Parliament) clearly show that I had

totally failed to foresee the invasion of our colonies by our American allies. I own, however

(and the coiifussion should shome them), that it never enterud into my heart for a moment to

conceive that, while American friendship was standing smiling at our side, its hand was only

waiting until we faced our difficulties to stab us in the back !
" Experience," they say "makes

men wise," but where in tho page of the history of civilised nations was such experience to

be learned t it is recorded tor the first time; and I humbly submit that 1 am much less

deserving of blame for not having anticipated this attack than is tho British nation, who,

although the event has actually happened, can scarcely even now, by argument or facts, be

persuaded to believe what the conduct of tho American authorities has been.

To repel this unprecedented attack of faithless friends the whole energies of tho British

Umpire should, if niscussary, bo directed, just as they should be directed to repel an invasion

of our colonies by the power of Franco or Russia. But, leaving this unnatural contingency

out of tho question, and returning to the domestic government of our North American colonies,

1 beg leave to say that, burring foreign invasion, I moat unalterably adliQre to tho opinions

expressed in the foregoing despatch: for I well know that 1 spcuk the sentiments of the

British population of our North American colonies, when I say that if, instead of sending out

seven-and twenty regiments, her Majesty's Government would send out only one man, who,

standing alone among them, would promise the people that, while he lived, tho institutions of

our empire should niter be changed, a universal British cheer would resound throughout our

colonies, and " Ueports" of alleged grievances would be hoard of no more. When tlio people

of Upper Canada were appealed to, did they not strictly fulfil the prophecy by rcsponaing to

the call 1 And io it not an historical fact, that the bravo inhabitants of New Brunswick, with

their Lieutonunt-Governor at their head, stood not only ready, but earnestly wishmg to be

called! Grievances ! Separation from the mother country! Hatred to British institutions !

Natural attachment to democracy ! Commissions of Inquiry, one af\er another, may in our

colonies no doubt collect complaints in detail, just as they would be collected from every

regiment and every line-of-baitle ship in our service, were we to pay people for searching for

them ; but, let the enemy appear, let the British colours be hauled up, and let our people but

see the foe who unjustifiubly advances to deprive them of their liberties, and in one moment
all complaints arc forgotten

!

The following despatch affords another sad example of the endless embacrasBments

which the Lieutenant-Governors of our provinces suffer from the eavea-dropping system of

our Colonial Office.

No. 127.

Upper Canada,

27th Naoember, 1837.

Mv Lord,

1 have tho honour to transmit to your Lordship a pamphlet entitled " the Correspondence

of the Honourable William Morris with the Colonial Office as the delegate from the Presby-

terian body in Canada."

I have also the honour to transmit a copy of a communication which, in consequence of

the above publication, 1 directed my civil secretary tu address to the Moderator of the Synod.

Your Lordship will, from the above document, perceive the inconvenience which has

arisen from allowing "a delegate" from this province the entire perusal in Downiiig-strect of

a despatch which it is left to my judgment to determine whether the whole or a part only

should be published in Upper Canada.

With respect to the intemperate, uncalled-for language contained in the pamphlet, I

have only to request that your Lordship will be so good us to compare it with the accusations

lately made against the Attorney-General of this province, from the eU'ects of which that

officer as well us her Majesty's Solicitor General are still suffering.

I have, &c.
F. B. HEAD.

Is there another public office in the state—in the world—which would permit its condi->

tional or discretional orders to its confidential servants to be thus perused, while the matters

were still pending, by interested or hostile individuals, whose known purpose was to thwart

them t
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CHAPTER IX

Tliruo iiltimale causes of my Resipiintion—1. Disnilssnl of Judge Ridout—Orilor from His Maji-sly's (ovurnineiu

fur Ills Restoration—2. A|)|ii)iiiiiiionls of Atturiiuy and Solicitor (ioiicral arrt>sli'<l by His Majesty's Uuvern-
iiioiil— ;i. Reasons for not elevatins; Kx-Speakui ISidwell to tlio Honch—His Majesty's CiovL'rnjnent coiiinin-

iiicale tlieir divsires for liis Elevation—My refusal to obey their Orders—Tliu Republican I'ariy unmask
tlienisclves and attack Toronto— Dcspatcli to His Majesty's Government—Important Moral in it su|)pressed.

The fullowing despatches will speak fur tliomsclves. No preliminary observations ore

necessary, as tiiu dates will siifllciently explain that, in consequence of tlie rebellion wliicli

had already broken out in Lower Canada, a corresponding insurrection was naturally to be
expected in the Upper Province, and, consequently, that it was more than ever politic that I

should give encouragement to the loyal, and discouragement to that party who were on the

very eve of a rebellion.

If I had been governing by force of arms, they would have been sufficient ; but, having
yielded to ihc Lower Province Her Majesty's troops, I had nothing left to support me but a
strict adherence to that plain moral rule which bids all nations, as well as all individuals, keep

up a just distinction between their enemies and their friends.

No. 72.

(Copy.)

TouoM'o, Upper Canada,

12th September, 183G.

My Lord,

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship the accompanyin$r memorial from Mr.
George Kiduut, complaining that he has experienced unjust treatment from ml^

The facts attending this gentleman's dismissal from Ids situations of .Indgo of the District

Court of Niagara, of Justice of the Peace, and of Colonel of Militia, are shortly as follows:

—

On the 'J7th March Inst, IVIr. George Ridout, heading the deputation, read that address
to me from a public meeting held at the City Hall, by Dr. O'Grady (the editor of (he Corres-
pondent and Advncati) and others which I forwarded to your Lordship on the 6th of April

last, in my despatch No. 24.

Shortly afterwards Mr. Ridout maile a declaration which became the subjoct of general

conversation, that, in tlit? event of his being dismissed by me from ollice, " 7 should deserve

to be tarred andfcatherrd, and that he would lend a hand to do so.'^

In one of the public offices in Toronto ho declared that we must or should now have
" war to the knife."

Mr. George Ridout was a frequent attendant as well as speaker at the Constitutional

Reform Society, from which was widely circulated a printed address, signed by Dr. Baldwin,
of which the following is an extract:

—

"It is our duty solemnly to assure yon, that the conduct of Sir Francis Bond Head has
been alike a disregard of Constitutional Government, and of candour and truth in his state-

ments."

Mr. Ridout declares he is not » member of this society, yet from his frequent attendance
and speaking at the meetings of this society, before as well as after it had, for mere election-

eering purposes, clianfred its name (only a few weeks ago) from the "Alliance" to the "Con-
stitutional Reform Society," I felt I liati a right to consider him as an active member.

Previous, however, to declaring him to Iw. such, I took the |)recaution of obtaining a
legal opinion on the subject, which was that Mr. G. Ridout most decidedly did appear to be
an active member of the said Society.
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It is perfectly true that old Mr. Riduut was a loyal, gentlemanlike, and estimable man,

and it was from a benevolent desire to reclaim Mr. G. Ridout, his son, from radical principles,

that the sitnntiuns he held were succeasively heaped upon him by Sir Peregrine Maitlandand

by Sir J. Colborne; but the more he was favoured the more violent he became, and when,

as a judge and colonel of militiii, he talked about tarring and feathering the King's represen-

tative, I considered it was my duty to inform him that his Majesty had no further occasion

for his services.

I may add that, shortly after my arrival here, 1 myself took a great deal of trouble to

endeavour to reclaim Mr. George Ridout, and kindly to persuade him of his errors, but

in vain.

I have, &.C.

(Signed) F. B. HEAD.

The Petition of George Ridout, ofthe City of Toronto, in Upper Canada, Barriater-at'Law,

SUKWETII,

That your petitioner, a native of Canada, and son of the late Honourable Thomas Ridout,

Surveyor-General, was appointed a Lieutenant in the Militia by the late Major-General Sir

Isaac Brock, a name ever dear to this province, and with whom he was present at the battle

of diieenston.

By the ordinary progressive steps, and a service of more than seventeen years, your

petitioner rose to the rank of Colonel of the 2nd Regiment East York Militin, in the room of

the Honourable John U. Robinson, appointed to fill liie high office of Chief Justice of this

colony in 1330.

That your Petitioner's appointment to the honourable, though not lucrative situation, of

Jiulgo of the Niagara District Court, was conferred upon him, in 1828, by Sir Peregrine

Maitland, Into Lieutenant-Governor of this Province.

During ihe administration of his successor, Sir John Colborne, your Petitioner discharged

the duties of tliese sitinitioiis, so inucli to the satisfaction of that oilici^r, that ho was appointed

n Justice of the Peace for the Niiigara district. That your Pelitioiu'r was trt^ated with kind

consideration both by Sir Peregrine Maitluiid and l)y Sir John Colborne, though he voted for

gentleincu who were deeintid the Refuriu candidates.

That thus in practice, as well as by the King's instructions, your I'elilioncr found the

principle recognised, ttiat every elector has a right to exercise iiis own judgment, "without

tear or apprehen^itin, and to indulge in such political opinions as are consistent with his duty

to his King and country, without fear of proscription.

Aware alsi; of the unrestricted liberty he had enjoyed under the government of Sir P.

Maitland and Si' John Colborne, he hesitated not to follow the course he had hitherto pursued

;

and at the late election for this city gave his vote, for the second time, in favour of his brother-

in-law, the late member, and a Reformer, as he believes, in the spirit of Lord Goderich's

despatch, and to that only.

The election for the city of Toronto closed on the 23rd June last : but no intimation of

the intention of Sir Francis B. Head to punish your Petitioner for his vote reached him until

the 15th July, after the result of all the elections had been ascertained; and the time chosen

for making this communication was, when your Petitioner was in the discharge of his duty

as Judge of the Court at Niagara, although his residence is at Toronto.

The reasons assigned for your P(!titioner's dismissal from the various honourable situa-

tions he held are totally without foundation, as wilt plainly appear from the correspondence

between your Petitioner and the private secretary of his Excellency, Sir Francis Bond Head.

That this may admit of no doubt, your Petitioner submits the evidence hereto annexed.*

—

• N. B.—Tlio piipcrs iippendeil to this petition are

—

1. Coinmiiiiiditioii from Mr. Joseph.

2. Mr. (J. Rido'it to Mr. Joseph.

3. Coloiit^l ColTlii to Mr. Ridout.

4. Mr. Kidniit (o Coloiiul CofTiii.

5. Mr. Kiiloiit to Colonel Cofliii, demanding n Court Murtial.

6. ColiHiel Colliii to Mr. Kidoiit.

7. I'clition to Sir V. B. Head.

8. Curtiticiite. thiit G. Ridout opposed the formation of tho Society, under the principles thnt Mr. M'Kciizio

hud moved. Signed by Or. Morrison.

9. CcrtificHte, thnt George Ridout does not belong to tho Society.

10. Minutes hem Osgoode Hull Law Society, that George Ridout was appointed trcasuirr for 1830.
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Your Petitioner reapcctfiilly refers tlic same jiapcrs, hereto aiiiiuxcJ, shewing the unavailoblu

exertions lie made to procure redress from Sir F. B. Head, for tlie injustice suffered, antl the

necessity imposed upon him of uppeuhng for that redress to Ids Majesty's Government.

Your Petitioner feels the injustice done him the more sensibly, not only because he lias

l)ccn punished, altlioug'i not guilty of the charges alh^ged to him; but pcirsons who took an
active part as members of the societies alluded to, have b(!en permitted to do so with impunity

;

M'hilst others holiiing lucrative and important situations under Government, clerks in offices,

anil even messeng(!rs, in (leliaiice of the King's instructions, have attended the polls from

Riding lo Riding, during the late elections ; and ihey used every exertion, even to intimidation,

111 order to obtain voles for the candidates known, or supposed lo be acceptable, to Sir V, IJ

Head.

If the inhabitants of this most im[)ortaiit [irovince are to ado[it a new line of conduct fur

every successive Governor that may be ordered out, whos(! views may diU'er from each other

as to the iiitcjrpretaiion of ilit! King's insiruelions ; if prdscrijition is to follow acts lueviousiy

doeinod not only harmless, but constitutional, and evi'ii entitled to favour, because a new
(lovernor adopts a [lolicy diametrically opposite; to that of bis predt^cessor—then must the

situation of the honest inhabitants of U|)per Canada be deplorable indeed. The natural con-

t^equi'iicc must be, that men accustomi^l to the equal and steady application of known rules

and laws, and to the iniid sway of the British Government, will abandon the country, and the

emigrant will avoid so frightful a tyranny.

Convinced that your Lordship will not sanction injustice, nor permit any man, however
exalted in station, to use the (lower delegated to him for the tise of his Majesty's subjects, to

be exercised in their oppression, I appeal, with the utmost confidence, from tho decisicni of

Sir F. B. H(;ad to the justice of his Majesty's Government, for such redress as a genllcmaii

of unblemished honour, and a loyal British subject, has a right to expect.

All which is humbly submitted.

(Signed) GEORGE RIDOUT.
Toronto, Upper Canada,

12th August, 183G.

I

J-

- .1 .if

Govi;k>mem' Housk,

12ili July, I83G.

Siif,

I am commanded by the Lieutenant-Governor to call your attention to thu enclosed

printed address, which has lately been widely circulated by, and "on behalf of n" society, of

which it ajipears you are an active member.

The Lieuteiiaiit-Gov(!rnor desires mo to observe, that the language contained in this

address has bitheito remained onnoticei] by him, only from his determination not to inlerfere

with that public verdict which be felt confident the country would clearly exprisss. But «»•

ilir ihctions are now onr, his I'^xcellency considers that in order to iiiainlain the iiappy con-

ttitulion of this province inviolate, it is absolutely necessary, in obedience to the King's
instruc;i"!!s, that no [xMsoii Khinild be permitted to retain any office of trust or confidenn;

iiiuler th'! British ('loverninent, who attempts (however unsucc(!ssfully) to insult the liieuteiiaiit-

(iovernor of the province by language such as is contained in your society's address. Iji^

Excellency, thereti)re, dicms it his painful duly to direct mo lo inform you that his Majesty

lias no further occasion for your services as Judge of the Niagara District Court, and Justice

of the Peace.

I have, &c.

(ilcorgc Ridout, Esq. Toronto.

(Signed) J. JOSEPH.

(copy.)

T/ic Constitutional Reform Society of Upper Canada to thcit fellow Reformers.

The difference between Sir Francis Bond Head and llio House of Assembly, growing

out of the resignation of the late Executive Council, has led to a dissolution of Parliament.

The unanimous representation of the late Executive Council, severally signed by the Honour-

*,i^%^^
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nblo l*cter Robinson, tlio Honourable G. H. Mnrkland, Hononrnble Joseph Wells, Honourable

J. li. Dunn, and Robert Baldwin and John Rolph, Esqra., wu declare to be moderate, just,

and constitutional. The reAisal of Sir F. B. Head to allow the Executive Council to discharge

the duliea obviously belonging to their oflicc. and imposed by tiieir oath, of advising the

Lieutenant Governor upon uur public aflairs, { '-paratory to his final and discretionary action

upon those allitirs, betrays a disposition, as a suangcr, to conduct the government in an arbi-

trary, unsafe, and unconstitutional manner, which the House of Assembly, unless traitors to

us, could not sanction or grant supplies to uphold.

The lifiy-8(!Vtn rectories could not by law have been established without the advice and
consent of tlie Executive Council of the province ; and their recent establishment and endow-
ment with tlit'ir exclusive ecclesiastical rights and privileges, is a practical and melancholy
proof of the in(iis()ensable necessity of a good and honest Executive Council, alike possessing

ihe coniidt'nce (if the King and the people. It is our duty solemnly to assure you that the

conduct of Sir J'Vancis Bond Head has been alike a disregard of conslitulional government,

and of candour and truth in his statements to you. We therefore a[)peal to you most earnestly

not to abandon your faithful representatives at the approaching contest, but by your manly
conduct prove yourselves worthy of good government and honest public servants.

(Signed)

(coi«Y.)
s

W. W. BALDWIN,
President.

m Adjutant General's Office,

Toronto, Jidy 20th I83G.

SiK,

Wiih reference to the communication which has been made to yon this day by Mr.
Secretary Joseph, I am commanded by his Excellency tlie Lieutenant-Governor to acquaint

you, that tor the reasons assigned in that communication, his Majesty has no farther occasion

for your services as Colonel of the Second Regiment East York Militia.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

To (Signed) N. COFFIN,
(Jeorge Ridout, Esq. Adjutant-General ofMililks Tpper Canada.

;'
.'''il

(roi'V.)

Toronto, July 14, 183G.

Sir,

Whilst in the discharge of my duty as a public oflicer at Niagara, yesterday, I had the

honour o( receiving your letter of the 12th instant, communicating to mo that for reasoiis

assigned by Mr. Joseph, his JNIajesty had no further occasion for my services us Colonel of the

.'nd Regiment of East York Militia.

As I have fully answered Mr. Joseph's communication, and I hope satisfactorily shown
that there was no toundation for the reasons therein assigned, it will be unnecessary for me to

add anything farther, than merely to remind you that among the dismissals, no allusion is made
to the situation I held of acting Judge-Advocate on the ap|)roaching court-martial at Cobo'.irg,

and to beg of you to consider this a sufiicient notice of my resignation of that office.

I have, the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient seivant,

(Signed) GEORGE RIDOUT.

N. Coffin,

Adjutant-General of Militia.

> •
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(copy.)

Toronto Uth July, 1836.

Sir,

Not being aware that any act of mine could be construed into a sufficient justification for

the extraordinary step jatcly taken in dismissing me from the colonelcy of the Second Regi-

ment East York Militia, unless the vote for my hrother-in-law can be considered a sufficient

pretext, a privilege it is pretended that every elector has a right fearlessly and independently

to exercise, I take the liberty of demanding a court-martial.

1 have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed)

To Colonel Coffin,

Adjutant General of Militia, &c. &c. &c.

A true Copy. (Signed) N. Coffin.

Adjutant General of Militia.

(copy.)

GEORGE RIDOUT.

r V Vt

Adjutant- GeneraVs Office,

Toronto, July 20, 1836.

Sir,

I have had the hononr to submit to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor your letter

of the 14th instant, which, f must observe, was only brought to my office by your clerk yesterdoy;

and am commundeil by liia Excellency to inform you, that as you are no longer an officer of

Militia, it would be proper, in order to bring you to court-martial that yon should he reinstated

in the rank you formerly held, an arrnngement which his Excellency declines to sanction.

His Excellency deems it scarcely necessary to observe to you, that it was not for having

voted for your brother-in-law that you w^re removed from the situations you held in ins

Majesty's service.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

&.C. &c. &c.

(Signed) N. COFFIN,
Adjutant-General of Militia.

A true copy. (Signed) N. Coffin,

Adjutant General of Militia, Upper Canada.

Memorandum.—Tl t original letter, of which this is a copy, was, by his Excellency's
commands, returned to the writer the day after its receipt.

J. JOSEPH.

Toronto, 21th July, 1836.

To His Excellency Sir F. B. Head, Knight, Sf. *yc., and Lieutenant-Governor of

Upper Canada.

Mav it please Your Excellency,

1 have the honour to state for your information that 1 find by a letter addressed to me by
the Adjutant-General of Militia, that your Excellency refuses me a court-martial, but admits
that I have not been removed from the situations which I held in hia Majesty's service for

voting iu favour of my brother-in-law at the late election.

In bringing my case under the notice of his Majesty's Government it is material that the
facts should be truly slated. I beg therefore to remind your Excellency that I am fully prepared
to prove, as mentioned in a former communication, that the reasons assigned by your Excel-
lency for depriving me of office are totally without foundation. Why should I hesitate to

speak the wnule truth 1 They are altogether untrue.
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The only other ronaon wliich I could think of was my vote, which your Excellency, as

appears from the Adjutant General's letter, admits not to have been the case. The clear and

iindeniablo inference therefore ia, that, in as fur os depends upon your Excellency, I am dis-

(traced and turned out of office under false pretences, and because it is your pleasure.

.

Such a course of proceeding will not be approved of by my gracious Sovereign, so just

and tender in the exercirfo of his power, nor will his Majesty countenance oppression on the

part of those to whom he !tas delegated a portion of his authority, or suffer them, if guilty of

injustice, to pass unpunishe'l.

It will scarcely be credited in the House of Commons, or by the British public, tliat a man,

wlio has served without a view to reward dii ing a bitter war, should be insultingly oppressed

fjy „„L>—a stranger to the province, as yonr Excellency is—a stranger to the ser-'ices of many

of its inhabitants—but clothed with a little brief autho<-ity, intrusted to you by the Colonial

Minister, and listening to evil, irresponsible advisers, exercises. that power in the violent

reckless manner in which it has been directed against me.

After discovering that the reasons assigned for my dismissal were untrue, and that there

was no just ground for such a proceeding, the honourable course would have been to have

restored me instantly to my offices, with such apologies for my wounded feelings as one gen-

tleman owes to another whom he has unjustly aspersed.

But as this i.as not been done I feel myself justified in stating to his Majesty's Govern-

ment that I have been treated with the grossest injustice, without even the shadow of miscon-

duct on my part, for tht; reasons assigned are totally without foundation.

If, however, even at this late period, your Excellency has any other reasons than those

given, which have been hitherto kept back, I am willing to allow them every weight, nor shall

I attempt, when informed of their existence, to suppress or lessen their just influence with his

Majesty's Government in the statement which I am about to forward.

If no other reasons are produced, I have a right tc consider your Excellency's conduct

to mc inconsistent with your duty ns the representative of my gracious Sovereign ; and, as 1

ciui expect no redress at your hands, it only remains for me to appeal to the justice of the

Imperial Government.

I have, &c.

i
.

..

'

t Ai

.V. '''-, '».!<:•si

':,'•<

.>.' I

ti, -
1
•"'. .•'

(Signed) GEORGE RIDOUT.

Toronto, 18th August, 1836.

SiK,

In compliance with estublished rule I now enclose to his Excellency the Lieutenant-

Governor my memorial to Lord Glenelg, and pray that his Excellency will be pleased to

forward the same to liis Lordship without delay.

I take the lib(!rty of stating, that by pri ate conviyancc I send to his Lordship a copy of

the memorial now enclosed, and of the papers and evidence attached to it.

I have, &.C.

(Signed) GEORGE RIDOUT.

To John Joseph Escj., Civil Secretary

to his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, &,c. &c. &c.

Home District. UPPER CANADA.

Alexander Stewart, of the city of Toronto, Carpenter, maketh oath and saith, that he was

present at a large meeting held in the said city, about the month of January, in lii<! year

1H35, when VViHiauj Lyon M'Kenzie, Esq., proposed to form a political society, cidled the

Alliance Soci<:ty of Upper Canada, and at the same time submitted a series of resolutions for

the adoiition of tiie said society. Tiiat George Ridout, of the said city, burrisler-at-iaw, was

opposed to Mr. W. M. M'Kenzit:'s resolutions, and opposed the foundation of a society on tiie

[triiiciples contained in those resolutions.

V

i-X:
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This (inponent further Baith, thnt ho believes tho said George Ridoiit has not, since the

nbove-mcntionetl perioil, joined any political society in this province.

(Signed) A.STEWART.

Sworn before me, at the city of Toronto, Upper Canada,

tho Fifteenth day of August, One Thousand Eight

Hundred and Thirty-six.

(Signed) T. D. MORRISON,

Mayor.

»'

To WHOM IT MAY Concern.

Tiic subscribers hereto, sciverally filling the offices attached to their respective names in

ilie Alliance Society of Upper Canadii, do declare that George Ridout, of the city of Toronto,

barristcrat-law, did not, at any time since the organization of tho said society, become a mem-
ber thereof.

Dated this 12lh day of August, 18.3G.

(Signed) T. D. Moiirison, President.*

John M'Intosii, Vice Pres.

John E. Tims, Sec.

T. Parsons, Sec.

i
1

To WHOM IT MAY CoNCKIiN.

The Mibscri: !
' '^roto, severally filling the situations attached to their respective names,

in the Consiitutio; ' i;. 'orni Society of Upper Canada, do declare that George Ridout, of

the city of Toronto, uarrister-at-law, did not, at any time since the organization of the said

society, become a member thereof.

(Signed) W. W. Baldwin, Pros.

Francis IIin( ks. Sec.

Jamks Lgsmk, Treas.

City of Toronto, }

to Wit. \

Uppkk Canada.

I, Thomas I). iMonison, Esfi., Mnvor of the city of Toronto, do hereby cerlity that

Alexander Stewart, of the city of Toronto, carpenter, whose nflidavit, taken before me, in

hereto niiinxed, is a person to me well known

—

ihut he is a person of respectable character,

and woriliy of full credence.

I do hereby nUo certify that the names. T. f). Morrison, John M'lntosh, J. I-;. TiniH,

T. Parsons, W. VV. IJaldwin, Francis Ilineks, and .James Leslie, subscribed to the certifi-

cates on the preci.'ding ()age, are of tho re'Six'ilive handwritings of tin; said [)ersons, and they

held the several oflicen mentioned in the said certificates, and placed o|)po8ite their respective

names, in the societies therein mentioned.

Given under my Hand and Seal of Office, this Fifte ah day of August, in

the year of our Lord, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-

(L. S.)

(Si;^'ned) T. D. Moki{I30n,+

Mayor.

*This cerlificatp, from Oiiii' ofilio most violent Radicals in Upper Canada, cunningly avoids meeting the accusa-

tion iiguinst Mr. Riduni, namely, that because he coDslanily attended and spoke at ihc meetings in question, lir

appeared lo bo an active member.

t Lately tried for high treason, and has since left the province.
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Home DistrictDistrict, )

s. 5 Upi'kii Canada.

Michaelmas Tirm, 10 Geo. IV.

At a convocation of the Law Society, liiild in tlio Court IIouso, on Monday, the Ist day

of Michaelmiia Torm, in iho tenth year of tlic reign of King George the Fourth,

—

PRESENT—

IIknry John Boiu.ton, Attorney-General,

CiiKisToiMiKK At,i<:x. IIaukrman, Solicitor-GenernI,

WiixiAM Waurk.n BAi.DwiN, Esq.,

D'AitcY noiJi.voN, .F., Esq.,

Gkoih;k .liDOUT, I'^sq.,

Thomas VVAiin, E^q.,

—

It was moved by W. W. JJaldwin, Esq., seconded by tiie fc;'olicitor-Gcncrai, C. A.

Ungerinan, that George Ridout, Esq., be appointed Treasurer for the remainder of the year,

ending in Hilary Term next; a vacancy having occurred by tlio e'evation of the former

Treasurer, John B. Robinson, to the Bench as Chief Justice; and resolved accordingly.

Ilihmj Term, 10 Geo. IV.

At a convocation held at the Law Society Library, on Monday, 28tb day of December,
1829, being in tiio Term in Hilary, in the tenth year of the reign of King George the Fourth,

—

FllESENT—

Hknry John Boui.ton, Esq., Attorney-General,

CiiRisToi'HRR Ai.KX. Haoekman, Esq., Solicitor-General,

Wii.MAM VVarrkn Baldwin, Esq.,

Jonas Jonks, Esq.,

John Rolfi:, Esq,, and

Simon Wasururn, Esq.,

—

It was proposed by the Solicitor-General, that George Ridout, Esq., be Treasurer for

the ensuing year, that is, until Hilary Term ne.xt; and resolved accordingly.

Ililanj Term, 1 William IV.

At a convocation held at the Law Society Library, on Monday, tiie 27th day of December,

1830. being in the Term in Hilary, in the Ist year of the reign of King William the Fourth,

—

PRESENT—
Georgk Ridoit, Esq., Treasurer,

Wh.ma.ii W. Baldwin, Esq.,

ii^iMox Wasiiiii;u\, Esq.,

Jamks E. Small, Esq.,

RoRGRT Baldwin, Esq.,

William H. Drai'Er, Esq.,—

It was moved by Simon Washburn, Esq.. and resolved. That George Ridout Esq., be

continued Treasurer for tiie ensuing year, tliat is, until Hilary Term next.

Treasurer's Office, Osgoode Hall,

Crrv oi" Toronto.

I hereby certify the above to bo a true extract from the JournalL of the Law Society of

Upper Canada.

Given under the Seal of the Society at Osgoode Hall, this 20th day of August, 1836.

(Signed) R. B. SULLIVAN,
(L.S.) Treasurer.
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(Copy.)

Government Home, August 22d, 183G.

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th inst., enclosing

n memoriul to Lord Glenelg, with the accompanying documents, which you request the
Lieutenant-Governor to forward without delay.

1 beg leave to inform you that I plactid thom in his Excellency's hands on Saturday
evening, as he was preparing for his journciy to Kingston, and was directed hy his Excellency
to acquaint you that he would transmit your Memorial, with its enclosures, to thu Secretary

of State, as soon as he should return to the Government House.

I have, &.C.

(Signed) J. JOSEPH.

George Ridout, Esq., Toronto.

REPLY TO THi: ADOVE CASE.

5

No. 113.

(Copy.)

Downing-street, Aug. 29lh, 1835.

Sir,

I have received your despatch of the lOth September, No. 72, enclosing a memorial
addressed to myself, by Mr. Goorge Ridoiit, dated on the 12th of the preceding month of
August, in which Mr. Ridout ap|)enls to his Majesty's Government, nj^ainst your removal
of him from tho offices of Colonel of the Militia, Judge of the District Court of Niagara, and
Justice of the Pttace.

In deliberating on the advice which it became my duty to submit to the King on this

«)Ccasion, I have thought myself obliged to exclude from my consideration, every ground
which has been alleged in defence of your proceeding against M. Ridout, which was not

assigned by yourself, in your correspondence with that gentleman.

In general, I should consider it unjust to subject any man to humiliation and punishment,
for reasons which he has not had an opportunity of controverting ; but in Mr. Ridout's case,

there are peculiar motives for adhering to this principle.

In his letter of the 27lh July, he conibatted both by argument, and by evidence, the

single charge preferred in your private secretary's letter, and then proceeded ns follows:

"If, however, at this late [leriod, your Excellency has any other reajons than those given,

which have been hitherto kept back, I an) willin<f to allow them every weigiit ; nor shall I

alteinpt, when informod of their (ixistence, to siipiiress or lessen their just influence with his

Majesty's Government, in the statement which I am about to forward;"

Thus, distinctly apprised, that Mr. Ridout proposed to appeal againutyour decision, and
with so unequivocal a demand for an opportunity of repelling every accusation which you

might design to bring against him, I think you were reduced to tho alternative, either of

disclosing to him all the grounds of your proceeding, or of leaving tho ap|)eal to be decided
by his Majesty, upon those grounds exclusively, which you had so disclosed.

Adverting, then, to the only charge against Mr. Ridout, ai;d of which ho was apprised
in your [)rivato secretary's letter of the Is!, of July, I find it to have been, that he was an
active member of a aocicity, by which a very ol)ji'ctionable address had been widely circulated.

Mr. Ridout does not deny either that the address was indefensible, or that it had been

widely circulated, or that it had originated with the soci(!ty in question. IJut he does, in the

most positive terms deny, that he was a member of that sociiily, or that In; had even seen

the address, until it met his eyes iti a priiiti'd form, in the course of its circidation througii

the jirovince, or that ho was iti any sense resjionsilile for it, t;ilher as author or [)ul)lisher. To
these peremptory ccuitradictions of tho facts allegf-d against him, he adds, that l.c attended

at the meeting at which the society in quetiion was established, and opposed ita formation
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on tlio priiiciplt^s conlnituMl in the reixiliitiotis brought forward by its author. This etalomcnt

is corrohoriitud by thu uflidiivit of Mr. Stewart, wlio titatua hiinsolf to have been present on

the occiiHion.

Such is) the atiite of the quijstion, as it \e presented to mo by your ilespatch ond its

cncliisurt's. I havu R(iii<,dit in viiin for ntiy proof that Mr. Uidout was n member of this

Hiiciety, or tiitit lie in any manner partook in the publication of the objectionable address. I

am coinpt'llcil, liiurcforf, to come to the conclusion, that the charije is not only unsupported

by [)roof, l>ut that, to a great extent, it is actually disproved, as it is in every point directly

contradicted.

But, in absiMice of evidence as to the fact, you have referred mo to tiio legal opinion of

the Solicitor-Gi.'ncral of UpptT Canada, who states, tliat Mr. Ilidout most dcciijedly did

appear to be an active member of that society.

It will, of course, not bo ascribed to any want of respect towards Mr. Ilugcrman, if 1

observ(^ I do not uiidcrsland why any legal reference is necessary in this case. The question

involves no legal princii)l(;, but relat;'8 to u simple matter of fact. Mr. Stewart, though

describing himself as a carpentijr is, I think, far more entitled to speak with authority on this

occasion liian the Solicitor-General of the province, b( <'ause the former possesses, and tho

latter docs not possess, a personal nc(piaintance with what actually occinred, and, because

Mr. Stewart was present, and Mr. Ilagerman was absent when tho society was formed, and

when Mr. Ridout is said to have protested against its formation.

It is with the deepest reluctance that I overrule a decision publicly adopted by )<)»,

especially in n case of the pr"sent nature. I have, on every occasion, felt and, as 1 tru t,

have evinced, the utmost solicitude to nllbnl you all the au|)portand countenance in my pow. r

in the discharge of your arduous duties. But it is superlbious to say, that (ivery consideratio i

must yield to the irresistible claims of justice, and for the reasons which 1 have mentioned, 1

find it im[)ossible to dispute Mr. Ridout's jir .tensions to be reinstated in his various ofiiccs.

I iiave accordieigly, to convey to you Ilia Majesty's commands, that Mr. Ridout should be

permitted to resume the various employments from which ho had been removed. I refer to

your own judgment the mode of proceeding to carry these instructions into elVect.

It will allord me mcst sincere pleasure, if you shall be able to reconcile the prompt and

com|»lete execution of tlietn, with the jiroteciiou of your own authority from the danger to

which I am well aware it may be exposed by the measure which 1 am thus compelled to adopt.

I have, &c.

(Signed) GLENELG.
Sir Francis B. Hkad, K. H., &c. &c. &c.

No. 13.

(Copy.)

Toronto, Ujtper Canada,

Gth February, 1837.

Mv Loud,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch. No. 113,

which only arrived iiero on the Gth instant, in which, referring to my having removed Mr.
(jeorge Ridout from the ollicea of Judge of the District Court of Niagara, Colonel of Militia,

and Justice ot the i'tuice, your Lordship states, " It is with the deepest reluctance that I

overruled a decision publicly adopted by you, especially in a case of tho present nature * *

I have therefore, accordingly to convey to you his Majesty's commands that Mr. Ridout should

be [lermitled to resume the various employments from which ho has been removed."

As till! refutation of the last set of accusations made against me, namely, those made by
Messrs. Hume and Duncombe, were despatched to your Lordship only two doys ago, (thus

com[)leting the victory which, after a year's hard fighting, I have managed to gain over the

u|)ponents of the British constitution,) it was with some little disappointment and surprise,

that I received from his Majesty's Government a communication amounting almost to a
dismissal, not in tho lenient form of being relieved, but by being publicly rendered incompetent
to retain my station.

'
.
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When my predecesaor, Sir John Colborne was onlonid hy your Lordnhip to Iny hcion,-

the House of Assembly of lh<! province he govorneil yoiir Lordship's deeidHd (lisM|iptobntioii

of Ilia conduct, ho preferred at once to tender his n-signntion, a conrso wliich I hi'liive tihuosi

every mnn of lioiioiir, who hns evi-r been pluced in similar circumstances, has deemed it incum-

bent upon him ininiediutely to udo|it.

I feel iiowever so confidfnt that I can Rucceed in bringing ccmviction to yonr IjordsliipV

mind that 1 nm as innocent of Imviiig nctcii mjnstly towards Mr. Uidont, as I have been provt'd

to bo innocent of the various ullcgatioiis broiii^lit against me by Messrs. Hume, Duncombe,

Baldwin, IJidwell, Il(>lpli, &r., that I have determined to submit to the consideration of his

Majesty's (juverninent the following statements and observations.

It is perfectly true that in the month of Jidy last I dismissed Mr. Kidoiit from the situations

of Judge of the District Court of Niagara. Colonel of the Militia, nnd Justice of the I'eoce,

allo'in" to him, as the grounds of my doing so, that ho .Mr. Uidout appiartdUi be an activu

member of « society which had widely circulated a printed Address signed by Dr. Baldwin,

Judge of the Surrogate, of which the following is an extract

:

" It is our duty solemnly to assure you that the conduct of Sir F. B. Head has been alike

a disrerrnrd of Constitutional Government, and of candour and truth in his statements to you."

It is also true that Mr. Ridnut declares he " had nothing to do with drawing up the

Address alluded to—that he had never seen it, until it met his eyes in a printed form—that he

was not a mcmbir of tlie Society from wliich it had proceeded—and that at the meeting at

which the Society in question was established, he opposed its foundation on the principles

contained in the resolutions brought forward by its author (which latter statement, I admit,

is corroborated by the affidavit of Mr. Stewart, a carpenter, who declares ho was present on

the occasion )."

If your Lordship will be so good as to refer to the letter from my Scretary to Mr. Ridout,

you will perceive that it was not slated by me that Mr. Ridout had drawn up the Address
ulliidi:d to, or tlint lie had ever seen it till it met his eye in a printed form, or that he was a

member of a Society from which it proceeded. All that was declared was, that iho paper
" had been published by a Society " of which Mr. Ridout, long after it had been placarded

all over tiie province, continued to " appear to be an actice member.''^

I need hardly observe to your Lordship, that Mr. Ridout, as a Judge of the District Court,

must have known perfectly well that mni.y a man has been hanged as an accomplice ii. ..

murder, who never baw it committed; fi>)d thiU when a Society of avowed republican prin-

ciples has [ilacarded and pubU^ivii in the -lewspapersa gross and wilful insult upon the King's
representative, any officer in 'he .service vf'uU Majesty's Uovernmunt miglit even legally be
considered an accomplice by constantly attending the said meeting, most especially if, like

Mr. Judge Ridout, he was heard to utter lliu most inflammatory speeches; but the following

instructions to me from your Lordship on thia subject admit of no misinterpretation.

" I further unreservedly acknowledj^e that the principle of effective responsibility should

pervade every department of your Govornmeui, and for this reason, if for no other, I should

hold that every public officer should depend on his Majesty's pleasure for the tenure of his

office. If the head of any department should place himselfin decided opposition to your policy,

whether that opposition he avowed or latent, it will be his duty to resign his office into your
hands', unless this course be pursued, it would be impossible to rescue the head of tlie Goverrv

ment from the imputation of insincerity, or to conduct the admiuiatraiiouof pubhc affairs with

the necessary ^firmness and decision,"

I most respectfully submit to your Lordship whether liis Majesty's Government, after

giving me the above instructions to act with firmness and decision, is justified in suddenly

turning upon me for having obediently carried them into effect?

I most respectfully ask, whether, in framing the above instructions, it ever occurred to

your Lordship, for a momont, to conceive that 1 could possibly meet with such an extreme
;:ase of" opposition, avowed or latent," as that of two judges, who, above all peo[ile, ought to

be immaculate from politicai sin, o[)enly attendiii;: a republican socii'ty, which at every meeting
grosisly and publicly insulted the King's rttpresentativo ; the one judge actually affixing his

name as chairman to a most infamous placard ; the other constantly haranguing the people.

Siipp(;-ing, instead of b(!ing members of the Judicial Bench, the especial duty of whom,
by example as well us by prec<!pt, is, to maintain the King's authority, they had been officers

I f the army or navy, would any quibble or subterfuge whatever be sufficient to screen ihera

from dismissal
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Mr. Jiidg*) llidout's It'gal tnlcnta urn 8uflicit>iitly dtanoiistrntiMi hy tlio crartincsa of his

(Icft-'nco and cvidiMK-i;, wliirli iii'^idioiisly atti'iii|)l t(» provu "that ho had attondrd at the moctingr

at which llic Hocioly in qiiCMdoti was cdtahhahiMl, and opposed itafonnation on the princi|il<^

contni(i*(i in iht! rosoliiiidns brought lorwanl hy its author." IIo conceala, however, from your

l.urdtili |) tilt! fiillowiiii; ini|iortant t'xphmalion.

Until Mr. Bidutll (h^livrrctd to ihn IIoiiso of AsHcmlily JMr. Papincnii's iistter, openly

proposing to tilt; Nurtii Am(!rican (3olonii-8 to iinitu togi'tlior fur n revolutionary purponf^, the

society in question waa known by the name of I'lo " Alliaiic*; Society,"

On my dissolving the House of A3senii)ly, tin; (^oiistitutionalisls formed a " Constitutional

Society," lor the express piir(»oso«if opposing the iinlmly doctriiufs of this "Alliance Society,"

some of the nienibers of which, fiiiding that it required a veil, proposed to change its name
from the " Alliance " to the " (Constitutional iteform Socieiy," The most reckless and violent

of the party opposed this change, (irt^ferriiig what is vn|i;,irly termed hero " to go the whole

hog." Of (Ills number was Mr. Ridout, who truly enough informed your Lordship " that he

opposed the forinalion of the sucittu in question,^'[ipposeu uie lorinaiioii ui me sucnty in question

Having given this short elucidation of the letter of dismissal whi

to Mr. Kidoiit, as also of \\\i reply, I respectfully proceed to youi

thereon.

secretary addressed
urti^liip'a observations

duty to submit
v consideration

Your Lordship states, " In deliberating on the advice which ii •

to the King on this occasion, I have thought myself obliged toexci i

every ground which has been alleged in defence of your proceidiugs agmnst Mr. Ridout,

which is not assigned by yourself in your correspondence with thot gentleman."

«' But, in the absence of evidence as to the fact, you have referred me to the legal opinion

of the Solicitor-General of Upper Canada, who states, that Mr. Ridout most decidedlij did

appear to be an active member of the said society. It will of course not be ascribed to any

want of respi'ct towards Mr lliigerman, if I observe that I do not understand why any legal

reference is neces^iary in this case." The question involves no legal principles, but relates to

a simple matior of fact. Mr. Stewart, though describing himself as a carpenter, is, I think,

far more entitled to speak tcitk authority on this occasion t/ian the Solicitor-General of the

province.

I cannot but believe that, on reflection, it will bo evident to your Lordship that, if the

solemn, deliberate judgments of the King's representative in a British colony, without any
opportunity beiiiix afforded to liim for explanation, be suddenly overruled by his Majesty's

Government, on tliu mere denial of the individual sentenced to punishment, supported only by
a witness of unknown character,—ifgoing still further, it be decreed that the Governor's ofHcial

explanatory despatches on the subject aru to be treated by his Majesty's Government, to

whom t'uiy are respectfidly addressed, as mere hearsay evidence, which must not affect the

merits of the case,—if the dciiiberate judicial opinion given by his Majesty's Attorney (not

Solicitor) General to the King's representative, bo declared to possess no more weight in the

mind of liis Majesty's Government than the evidence of a common carpenter, 1 state with

deference, that the dignity, honour, and authority of the Governor are virtually extinct.

I rcspoctfiilly submit, that, in no department of the state, not even in your Lordship's own
oflice, has it ev(;r been deemed necessary, or even advisable, that every reason for which an
individual is to be relieved from ollicc must be stated to him.

It may be necessary to rcti ove a public servant for many reasons, which it may not be
desirable to explain to him. But, in maintaining the dignity of the station of Lieutenant-

Governor of this province, I am, by your Lordship's own instructions, especially absolved

from any sucli necessity ; for it is distinctly stated, " It is the duty of the Lieutenant-Governor

of Upper Canada to vindicate to tiie King and to Parliament every act of his adtninistration."

" To his M.ijesty nnd to Purliamont the Governor of Upper Canada is at all times fully

responsibI(> for liis ofliciil acts;" and yet, wiien I proceed to do so, his Majesty's Government

cast my oflicial vindication aside, and pass a severe judgment upon me, with the following

preamble: —"In deiibtirating on the advice which it Itecamo my duty to submit to the King

on this occasion, I have thought myself obliged to exclude from my consideration every ground

which has biMMi alh-ged in defence of your |)roceedings against Mr. Ridout, which was not

assigned hy yourself in your correspondence with that gentleman."
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The following circumstances officially detailud to your Lordaliip in my dcspatclieb, Nus,

72, 62, and 57, must hove been accordingly " excluded from your corsidcratioii, in judging

of the propriety of Mr. Judge Ridoui's dismissal."

1. " That on the 27th March, Mr. Ridout, heading the deputation, rc-^d that Address to

me from a I'uhlic Meeting held at the City Hall, by Dr. O'Grody, (the Eiiit<ir of the Corres-

pondent and Advocate, ) and others, which I torwarded to your Lordsiiip ou the Gth April.*

2. " That shortly afterwards, Mr. Judge Uidout mado'a declaration which bocamo tlio

subject of general converdution, that in the event of his being dismissed by me from office, I

should deserve to be tarred and feathered, and that he (Mr. Judge Uidout) would lend a hand

to do so.

3. " That in one of the Public Offices, he (Mr. Ridout) declared that we must or should

now have war to the knife.

4. " That from a benevolent desire to reclaim Mr. Ridout from radical principles, the

situotioiig he hold were successively heaped upon him by Sir P. MuitlanJ, and by Sir John

Colborne; but the more he was favoured, the more violent he became.

5. " That shortly after my arrival here, I myself took a great deal of trouble to endeavour

to reclaim Mr. George Ridout, and kindly to persuade him of his errors, but in vain."

6. In my despatch to your Lordship, No. 57, 1 stated, " I will therefore merely assure

your Lordship, that in the elections, as well as in the prompt dismissal of a few of the ring-

leaders of the Republicans, I have acted cautiously and conscieniionsly.
"

7. Tiiat Mr. Judge Ridout, in a letter dated 27th July, which ho addressed to me as the

Lieutenant-Governor of this Province, declared that the reasons assigned by me " are altogether

untrue ;
" that I have turned him out of office " under false pretences ;

" that, " iilothed with

a little brief authority," I am " exorcising my power in a violent, reckless manner," &c.

If the foregoing extracts from public despatches, all directly bearing upon the subject in

question, be deliberately excluded from your Lordship's consideration, I cannot but most res-

pectfully repeat, 1 am at a loss to understand why, in your Lordship's instructions to me, after

distinctly stating, that unless 1 had power to dismiss from office any person who might openly

wlatentlij oppose my policy ;
" it would be impossible to conduct tiie administration of public

aflairs with the necessary firmness and decision." It is added, " that it is the duty of the

Lieutenant-Governor of Tapper Canada to vindicate to the King and to Parliament, every act

of his administration ;" for, how can I possibly vindicate my dismissals, but by despatches

which I have the high privilege and honour of addressing to your Lordship.

I had certainly conceived, that as long as I was deemed worthy of the confidence reposed

in me, independent of the production of facts and arguments, the mere expression of my
opinion of the absolute necessity of the dismissal from office of any person, who, from my
local knowledge, I deemed hostile to the British Constitution, would have carried with it

infinitely more weight than the individual's denial of his own guilt.

The dangerous duty imposed upon mc, of selecting for office those who are most fit for

it, and of dismissing those who are unfit, requires the coolest deliberation and judgment : my
very appointment to the station I hold presu[)pose3 my competence to the task ; and it will

now be my endeavour respectfully to demonstrate to your Lordship that, as regards the dis-

missal of Mr. Ridout, I have discharged this duty conscientiously and correctly.

Your Lordship must be aware that I succeeded in defeating the Republican party in this

province, by calmly appealing to the judgment and gond sense of the people. It was not,

* To this insolent Addrnsis I relnrnnil a c»lnn nnswpr, to wliicli, contrary to nil precedent, I received a cunimu-

nicatini), ternii'd " u ifjoinder," of wlilcli ilic lollovviiig is un uxiracl :^
" Wo ciinnol nllogel'iicr aprcc with yoiir Kxceik'ncy, that ' the only consolatinn which should support an honest

man in an arduous duty is liii- icllrciinn thai he is ready to alono for every error ho commits and that ho is subject to

arraignment if ho ofleiid.' The />if;hirni;mau anil the pirate might, and often have, pleaded the same—Antic even beat

ready to make atonement, hy nstitiition, and after ' arraignment, ' trpiated their crimes according lo law."

I ask whether, when such laiiguago as tho above had been addressed lo the King's r<-presentative, it whs not thn

boiinden duty of his station (o dismiss fiom his Majesty's service him who had headed and read the original Addresi!

Is it nut incompreliensible, that his Majesty's GovernmeiU should, at such a time, have joined with auch a man
against me ?

therefore,

niniily by

my •ippoi

virulence,

King's an

Inasi

course wl

The
(Inscribe—

wiiit h I rt

in the mi

d est

•'Xiimplea

were Mr.
had no ex

InstiM

tion, I nev

Cotincil, vv

of the disn

(iecnifd it

sfierially

active men

The I

cotiHrmutid

I ncco

they rcs[)ec

,Mr. Uidwe
(lovernmer

petition lo

T!in p
iiijiiretl mai
(lisapprobni

Mr. Small,

llio result,

spite of Mr
"lijtxt ; am
l)eiiig dubb

If I ha
opinion whi
ns to both

"Few I

ihose which
"f the provi

difficulties

and judgme

Not sat

despatch, oi

who, withoti

this morn in

(Cop

His E>
Council, ant

Judge of th(,

Government



<m\,

3nd Victoria, 1839.] Narrative, by Sir P. B. Head. 85

Ivcd u coiiimu-

therefore, very likely ihnt, wlinn (lin victory whs fstulilislKui, I ohoiild aiirldenly lose the eqim-

iiimity by which I hnd gaiiunl it. But, ItccaiHi; I had tiefoatcil tho poliiiral machinatinna of

my opponents, I was in all iliricliuna ns^aiiiul hy htriL'ua^o, which ^nndiially increased in

virulence, until it became evident to me, that f.ir the di<rniiy, niid even maintenance, t)f the

King's aulhuriiy, it was absolutely neceesary I should rhi! ck it.

Inasmnch, however, an llio danger nf doing so was apparent, I deeply reflected on the

course wiiich it would be most prudent for me to adopt.

The press—the shnnu-h m and traitorous langunge of wliit h it would be impossible to

describe— I determined to let alone ; 1 also resolved not to notiet; afliJavit:^ and other evidence

\vlii( h I r»!ceived, concerning individuals of low station, who, allli"Ugh holding commissions

la the militia, [)ulili(ly declared, " T/u; Linilcnmit (Governor teas the d est liar' and
d rst rascal ii. the province." 1 considered these persona as not worthy to be mode
examplea of; but the two individuals whom I eventually determined to select for punishment

were Mr. Ridont and Dr. Baldivin, because 1 considereil that, as Judgea of the land, they

had no excuse winitever for the oflt-nsive conduct tliey had been pursuing.

Instead, however, of at once following my own jmlgnient, which, on the subject in qnes-

tion, I never once mistrusted for n moment, my first course was to seek the advice of my
Council, who, with the facts existing b(;fore thi.'ir eyes, deliberately and unanimously a/7/)roFf^

of the dismissal of Dr. B.ddwin and Mr. Ridont. Not satisfied witli tlniir concurrence, I

liei-med it nc<'essary to consult his Majesty's Attorney (leneral on liie whole subject, and
especially win ther I should be authorised in declaring, that Mr. Ridout "appeared to be an
active member" of the Association, at which he had been, and still was, a constant attendant.

Tlie Attorney-General made every due inquiry, the result of which was, a deliberate

confirmation of my views -in the subject.

I accordingly publicly dismissed Mr. Ridont and Dr. Baldwin from the offices which
they res[)eclively held under his Majesty's Government, and though, like Dr. Duncombe,
iMr. Bidwell, Dr. Rolph, &c., Mr. Judge Ridont has framed a remonstrance to his Majesty's

(lovernment, yet in this country neither he nor Dr. Baldwin prtsnmed to get up even a
petition to the [louse of Assembly <>n the subject.

T!ie people of any British colony are olways ready enongh to espouse the canse of an
injured man; and, trusting to inflammatory sfieeches, &c., an attempt was made to stamp the

disapprobation of this capital upon my coinluct, by returning Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Ridout, and
Mr. Small, (whom 1 had also dismissed) as Aldermen for the city. Your Lordship knows
the residt, which has only just taken place, namely, that in spite of Dr. Baldwin's wealth, in

spite of Mr. Ridont's < ff()rts—in short, in spite of everything, they completely failed in their

object; and, though they have sought the crown of mariyrdom in England, they failed in

being dubbed even Aldermen in Toronto!

If I have unjustly treated them, it cannot be a secret to the House of Assembly ; but the

opinion which that branch of the Legislature has just forwarded to your Lordship, as well

na to both Houses of the Imperial Parliament, states

—

"Few Governors of a Colony were ever placed in circumstanccsof greater difficulty than

ihose which assarled Sir Francis Head within three months of his assuming the Government
of the province; and it is, perhaps, not too much to say, that no man could have met those

difficulties (ungenerously and unreasonably thrown in his way) with more temper, firmness,

and judgment, than hu did."

Not satisfied with these concurrent verdicts in my favour, on receiving Your Lordship's

despatch, ordering Mr. Ridout to ba restored to his offices, I again assembled my Council,

who, without having been made acquainted with your Lordship's decision, forwarded to me
this morning the following minute of their opinions:

—

(Copy.)

In Council, 9lh February, 1837.

His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor was pleased this day to come down to the

Council, and to inform them that the case of Mr. George Ridont, late Colonel of Militia, and

Judge of the Niagara District Couit, had been referred to his .Excellency, by his Majesty's

Government, on an application to hia Majesty by Mr. Ridout, praying for redress.
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Hi3 Excellency, referring to the circumstances under which Mr, Ridout's removal took

place, and to the fact that, at the time the advice of the members of the Council, as to the

question whether there was any thing in Mr. Ridout's statements, and whether any circum-

stances have transpired in the iinowk-dgc of the Council, since Mr. Ridout's removal, which,

in their opinion, ought to induce his Excellency to make a report to his Majesty's Govern-

ment, or to come to any determination respecting his case, more favourable to Mr. Ridout

than those already made, and resolved ujion :

The members of the Council in office at the lime ol Mr. Ridout's removal, feel boimd

to say, that to their knowledge, ihe conclusion to remove him from office was not arrived at

without much deliberation, and even reluctance, on the part of his Excellency.

Under the conviction that, if officers in the employment of his Majesty, were to be per-

mitted to express themselves, without measure or discretion, as to the conduct of his Majesty's

representative, and to join with odiers, in endeavouring to destroy the respect and confidence,

on the part of the people, which are so necessary to the well-being of any government, it

would be almost impossible that the dilairs of the colony could be conducted, for any length

of time, successfully.

The members of the Council ilicn in office performed what they felt to be a disagreeable

and painful duty, in recommending to his Excellency the dismissal of Mr. Ridout.

The Council are now unanimously of opinion, that the power vested in his Excellency,

of removing any oilicci holdin}» a situation during pleasure, when his remaining in office is

considered injurious to his Majesty's Government, and to the tranquillity and peace of the

country, was in this instance exercised judiciously, and when it scarcely could be avoided,

without bringing the Government into contempt. If Mr. Ridout disapproved of the measures

adopted by the Lieutenant-Governor, he was not called upon to support them, or even to

refrain from opj)ositioii, or claim of redress, jireserving the decorum and decency of language

which must, under any circumstances, be considered as due to the representative of the King,

When, however, a gentleman holding an official situation, de|)arts from the rules which

are dictated by the most ordinary considerations of propriety, and sets an example to others

of disrespect and insubordinaUon, which the ignorant and evil-dis[)osed are but too apt to

follow, the Council cannot but fool that it is no less due to the dignity of the Crown than

to the feelings of those who desire that the Government under which they live should be

respected, that the offending individual should be removed from a place in which his example

is calculated to be so peculiarly injuricnis.

The Council, therefore, feeling the greatest regret that Mr. Ridout's conduct should

have rendered such a course advisable, cannot at present recommend his Excellency to advise

his Majesty to restore Mr. Hidout to the offices from which he has been removed.

(Sign2d) R. B. SULLIVAN, P. C.

And now, my Lord, I beg to show who these gent) of my Council are who originally

concurred, and who still concur with me, in the vropt.^ij of the dismissal of Dr. Baldwin
and Mr. Ridout.

1. The first on the list is the Hon. 11. B. Sallivan, Dr. Baldwin's own nephew, whose
sisler was married to Mr. Ridout's own brother.

2. The Hon. Captain Baldwin, of the Rfiyal Navy, actually tiie brother as well as the

fiiend of Dr. Baldwin, whom I dismissed! Captain Baldwin also, for many years, has been

the intimate friend of Mr. Ridout.

3. '^he Hon. William Allan, for many years President of the Bank of Upper Canada, a

man whose character for probity wouM be admireii in any country in the world.

4. The Hon. John Elmsley, an officer in his Majesty's Navy, a person of considerable

proi)erty, and perhaps the most ultra-reformer in the Legislative Council.

5. The Hon W. H. Draper, who has lately joined the Executive Council, and who is

member or representative for this metropolis, where every fact concerning Mr. Ridout's dis-

missal is of course known and at hand.

I have now submitted to your Lordship the leading reasons for which I deemed it neces-

.-ary to dismiss Mr. Ridout from the offices he held under His Majesty's Government ; and I

have only to add, that had I not done so, I have reason to know the principal members of the

Bar would have declined to appear in the Court of Niagara, on account of the reprehensible

conduct of Mr. Judge Ridout ,.-.;., , ..unv/ . ii -t.^- , .* :rr,^.t-T -r ,^,ft^,., i.
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With respect to the order which I have received from your Lordship to restore this

gentleman to the offices from which he has been removed, I huve only to state that if such

should continue to be His Mjjesty's desire, 1 will obc}' the command : it is not ray intention

petulantly to tender my resignation because my judgments have been overruled ; at the same

time, I feel perfectly confident that, the moment Mr. Uidout's authority is restored to him, I

filiall be deprived ot my own, as well aa all power or possibility of carrying on the govern-

ment of this province.

As I expect every hour to hear of the arrival of my family at New York, they having

sailed from England on the 10th of January, I can have no desire they should recross the

Atlantic ; but I am not asliamt J to say that I have not courage to face the difficulties which

from all sides would assail me the moment it become known that His Majesty's Government
had openly declared itself opposed to one of the most prominent measures ofmy administra-

tion of this government.

I huve, &c.
(Signed) F. B. HEAD.

The following despatch is a sample of the able style of special pleading exercised by the

Colonial Office towards Colonial Governors. Instead of, in a moment of mutiny, supporting

me in my station, and of giving proper weight to my ojjinions, I submit that Her Maj'jsty's

Government treated me and Mr. Kidout just as a police magistrate would deal with the case

of two unknown persons, brought before him for having been found quarrelling in the street.

' Downing Street,
"

5th April, 1S37.

Sib,

I have received your despatches of the Gth of February last. No. 13, on the case of

Mr. Ridout. In order to explain clearly the view which I have taken on this subject, I must
begin with a short retrospect of what has hitherto occurred, although it will perhaps involve

me in the repetition of some statements already addressed to you.

Mr. Ridout's dismission from his office was communicated to him on the I'ith of July last,

in letters written to him bv your Secretary, and by the Adjutant-General of Militia. In your
Secretary's letter this measure was attributed to the circumslance that Mr. Ridout appeared
to be a member of the Constitutional Reform Society of Upper Canada, by and on behalf of

which had been circulated the printed address of which r<?ference was then made. The Ad-
jutant-General's letter stated that Mr. Ridout was deprived of his Commission in the militia

for the reasons mentioned in your Secretary's letter.

On the 14th July, Mr. Ridout transmitted to your Secretary an answer, denying that he
was a member of the societv in question, or that he had ever seen their address until it was in

circulation in print through the city of Toronto. His answer to the Adjutant-General sug-

gested that the real cause of his dismission was a vote which he had given at the general elec-

tion. The Adjutant-General replied by contradicting the truth of this surmise.

On the 22nd of July Mr. Ridout announced to you his intention to bring his case under
the notice of his Majesty's Government, and made an application to be furnisned with an ex-

planation of any other reasons for your conduct which might have been kept back.

No notice having been taken of this letter, he placed in your hands, for transmission to

this country, his jietition of the 12th of August, in which he oflered to prove that he had refus-

ed to connect himself with the Constitutional Reform Society, because he disapproved of its

constitution. He attached to that document the affidavit of Alexander Stewart, in which the

deponent confirmed Mr. Ridout's statement, alleging that he was present at the formation of

the society, and heard Mr. Ridout oppose that measure.

In your despatch of the 12th of September, you enclose the preceding correspondence,

and imputed to Mr. Ridout various acts of misconduct, to which that correspondence contained

no allusion.

In my despatch, of the 29th of November, I stated that I had thought myself obliged to

exclude from my consideration every ground alleged in defence of your proceeding against

Mr. Ridout, which had not been ass^irrned by yourself in your correspondence with that gen-

tleman. For this decision I gave three distinct reasons. They v ere, first, that it seemed to

me unjust to subject any mar; to humiliation and punishment, for reasons which he has not

,
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had an opportunity of controverting; secondly, that Mr. Ridout had combated, both by argu-

ment and oy evidence, the single charge preferred in your Secretary's letter ; and thirdly,

that, with a view to an appeal to his M.-tjcsty'a Government, he had denitindcd an opportunity

of repelling any other accusation which you might have to bring against bim.

In reference to this stiitcment, you have, in your despatch of the Otii February, observed

that, in no dcj)artniciit of the State, not even in my own office, bus it ever been deemed neces-

sary, or even advisable, that every reason for which an individual is to bo relieved from office

must bo stated to him ; tliat it may l>c necessary to remove a pul)lic officer lor many reasons,

which it may be desirable to explain to him ; and that you were expressly absolved from
such necessity by any other instructions to you.

You must permit me to state unreservedly, that this answer appears to me inadequate:
first, / am totalh/ ignnronl of thv. r.risfence either in this office or any other department of the

State, of any xuck jtract ice as that to which you refer.

I am not aware of so much as a single instance, in which a public officer has been dis-

missed as a pnnislimeiit, niici on tlie ground of misconduct, without the mf)st ex[)licit disclo-

sure to him, of the reasons by which bis siipcrifir vindicated such an exercise of autbority.

Secondly.—I cannot concur with you in opinion, that any man ought to use, or po.ssess

such a power over those serving under him.* The only difficulty of supporting my opinion

on this subject by ai'mimeiit is, that so simple and elementary a ])rinciple of justice, would
rather be obscured than illustrated by a statement of the reasons which instantly suggest

themselves in su|)port of it. There a?'o iii<lecd official relations of such a nature, that it is

necessary to confine to the superior officer the right of disolving them at once, without assign-

ing any cause whatever to the sull'erer. Thus, for example, a public officer should be at

liberty instantly to remo\e his private secretary i'or mere incogruity of habits of tem[)er, or

for want of some peculiar talent, or (pialidcalion, causes which, in such a relation, are of the

uttermost weight, but which coulil scarcely be drawn out into a specific charge or statement.

In such cases this is mutually iiiider-itood as the necessary condition and tenure of the service
;

yet even in this intimate and conficlentiid relation, if the removal shoald be made avowed)'-

on the ground of misconduct, ttic siqicrior would be bound in common justice to c.\(iiain un-

reservedly, in what the imputed fault consisted. If not, any man's character and happiness

might be .sacrificed by vague susj)ici()n, and by surmises, infamous in proportion to the station

and character of the accuser.

Thirdly.—I cannot allow that the instructions f; un me which you have rpiofcd, absolve

you from this obligation.

On the contrary, I think they clearly impose it on you, they declare your responsibilitv

to the King, and to I'arliament. In Mr. Ridout's case notice was given to you that an appeal

wasabou. to be made to liis Majesty ; To aipiit yourself of the responsibility which I declared

you to owe to the King; it became incumbent <»n you to establish the fact, that Mr, Ridout
had merited the severe punishment which had been inflicted on him.

To substantiate that conclusion, it was necessary to show that he had really been guilty

of the offisnces laid to his charge, and this could be proved only by showing what he was al-

leged to have said or done admitted of no satisfactoray explanations, a result which cotdd not

be established, until an opportunity of making such explanation had been afforded to him.

Fourthly.—If I could admit that you were entitled to inflict a punishment without a dis-

tinct statement to the accused party, of the causes which had provoked it, I should yet limit

that admission to cases in which an entire silence had been maintained.

Instead of this, however, you communicated to Mr. Ridout a single charge, which he con-

tradicted, and applied himself to disprove.

He was thus, I thi il, warranted in believing that, if successful in refuting that accusation,

his exculpation was complete. Finally, I thought that, in what related to the Constitutional

Reform Society, Mr. Ridout's defence was conclusive,! and I could not therefore but doubt,

whether he might not have been equally successful in vindicating himself against the other

charges, if they had been made known to him.

. 'It was a mnmnnt of nuiliny.

f Mr. RiiloHi's tlerpiKK on this subject, far frnm being concjiisiivn, was a gliiring quibble. Hennswered the accu-

sation, that, by conslnnlly attending and KpeHking at a meeting, lie appeared lo be nn active member, by niearly declar-

ing that he was not an hcIuhI member of the society ; and it was exactly because I kneiB he was not, that I had a(i>

plied to the AliornRy-GonerHl on the subject. This ofTicer's nlTicial opinion, thai Mr. R. decidedly "appeared to be

•inactive member," I forwarded to the Colonial Office, who had it before them while writing this dospatch.^
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For these reasons, I adhere to my first opinions, that I was bound to exclude from my
consideration evory allegation against Mr. llidour, of which he had not been apprised.

You, however, maintain that your despatch of the 12th of September ought to have. satis-

fied me of the truth of the accusation preferred in your secretary's letter of the 12th of July.

Two reasons are assigned for this conclusion. First, I had before me the statement of your

own conviction that the charge was well founded ; and, secondly, I knew that you had obtain-

e<l a legal oi)inion to the same effect.

In would be more than superfluous to declare my perfect reliance on the accuracy of

every assertion of yours, respecting any matter of fact which has fallen within your own
personal observation; neither is it necessary for me to disclaim altogether theidoaofim-
neacbing in any degree, the legal knowledge or the talents of the Attorney -General. But
neither you nor the Attorney-General offered yourselves as witnesses to the matter of fact,

namely, whether Mr. Hidout was or was not a memb'-r of the Constitutional Reform Society.

Yon laid claim to no personal knowledge* of his conduct in reference to that body.

The Attorney-General was quoted, not as a witness of the fact, but only as an interpre-

ter of the law. Consefiuently, notwithstanding the strong dissent which you have expressed,

I must continue to think that the authority of Stewart, though a common carpenter, when
speaking on hi.s oath respecting an occurrence wiiich passed in his own jirescnce and hear-

ing, is entitled to much more weight on the question of tact than can be assigned to the opin-

ion even of the the Attorney, who ap[>ears to have had not the slightest personal knowledge^

of what took place at the meeting. This is a conclusion to which, in so far as regards the

facts in question, no one, I am inclined to think, would more readily subscribe than the Attorney
General himself.

From your despatch of the 6th of February, I now, however, for the first time, learn that

Mr. Ilidoiit's removal from office was recommended by the Executive Council, and I further

learn that they adhere to their orginal opinion.

On this subject I have to state, that I have never expressed, nor do I now entertain, any
jiulgment opposed to theirs; on the contrary, I entirely osirco with them that, the various acts

of misconduct ascribed to Mr. Kidout, in your despatch of the 12lh of Djcember, and still

more fully stated in your despatch of the 6lh of February, are such as would, if substantiated

on proper inquiry, justify the very severe penalty inflicted ou him.

If I am to understand the Clouncil as thinking that such an inquiry was needless, I must,

with whatever reluctance, difTer from them. The grounds of that differerice I have already

in part explained ; but I must add, that if there be any one class of public officers, in whoso
case it is especially incimibcnt on the Executive Goverrnnent to proceed with caution, circum-
spection, an<l with a strict observance of all the essential forms of proceeding on such occasi-

ons, it is the class of th/ac who are intrusted with the adniii istratioii ofjustice.

In avowing my opinion, that the matters laid to the charge of Mr. Ridout, would, if estab-

lished, justify his dismission. 1 wish to be understood as not referring to the intemjierate terms
in which he addressed you after his removal from office ; 7nuch allomincc. is to he madefor
natural fteliiigs, under a sense of supposed injury. It is to the other allegations that my remark
applies. It is, I can assure you, painfid to me to take any course of conduct which miy
aggravate the difficulties of your situation, yet I feel myself bound, by the paramount oblina-

tions of justice, still to withhold my approbation of the measures adopted in Mr. Ridout's case.

On the other hand, his restitution to office may, I think, be properly made to depend upon his

ability to exculjiate himself from the various charges preferred against him in your despatches
of the 12th of September and the Clh of February. To this extent, the instructions conveyed
to yon in my despatch of the 29th of November, are withdrawn and qualified.—Further than
this it is impossible for me to advance. You will, therefore, in whatever mode you shall think

best, put Mr. Ridout in possession of those accusations, and after weighing his n^nswers, and
the evidence by which it may be supported, you will communicate to me the result.

I cannot close my answer to your despatch of the Gth of February, without adverting to

some of the general topics to which you have there taken occasion to advert.

* I tnld the Governmnnt llint he conslniilly atleni1»(l niid hiirangiicd iho nneiing; (his wns notoriciiis. Surely

hrr Miijcsty's Government did not me»ii to insist thiit I uiight lu hiive aqiiired personal knoicledge of the fiict by atlend-

iiig thp meeting mi/»e//".

t Tlie Attorney-GcnernI did nut nttend these meetings, but, in consequence of my cnlling npon him for his upin-

iun, ho miide necessary inquiries of those who hud been present, and who h»d witnessed Mr. Ridout's behaviour there.
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You complain that the Governor's oiTicial explanatory despatches have been treated by
me, in this case, as mere hearsay evidence, which must not alliuct the merits of the case. I

may, perhaps, misunderstand the precise meaning of this remark, but if it be that statements

made by a Governor to tne on the authority of third persons, are entitled to the same weight
as if they referred to facts of which he was the personal observer and witness, I can only say,

that I am not aware of any reason which would justify mo in so r'.'garding them.

If I might interpret some other jtassages of your despatch, you understand mo to have

authorised you to dismiss from ottice any person who should openly or latently oppose your
policy. If you will again refer to the instructions which you have thus quoted, you will per-

ceive that the officers to whom I referred were not of the class to which Mr. Ridout belonged,

but persons whose public offices bring them into a confidential or immediate connexion with

your administnition of the ailHirs of the province. I certainly never contemplated that every
officer of the militia, every districl judge, and every justice of the peace, should liold his office

on the condition of being dismissed if lie should happen to oppose the policy ol the Lieutcn-

uut Governor for the time being. To urge the rule which J have laid down to such conse-

<iuences is at once to misaj)prehend my meaning, and to establish a principle which would
bring almost every gentleman in the ()rovincc into such relations with the local Government
as no man of independent character and principles could be expected or desired to maintain.

The instructions to which you have referred were intended to up|)ly (and I think that inten-

tion sufficiently manifest) to those high and confidential officers of your Government only with

whom you are habitually brought into confidential intercourse upon the general interests of

the province. If there lie any ambiguity iii my instructions to you, which I do not perceive,

you will hereafter understand tlicm in this limited sense only.

You furdior express your expectation that the " mere ex|>ression of your opinion of the

absolute necessity for the dismissal of any [jcrson from office whom, from your local know-
ledge, you deemed hostile to the British cf)n-.titution, would have carried with it infinitely

more weight than the individual's denial of his own guilt." From this and other passages in

your despatch, I infer that you regard the Secretary of State as virtually bound to adopt your
opinions in inilividual «;ases as conclusive, even upon an appeal against your decision. But
such is not my estimate of the dutiesof my office: I act under a strict and eilective responsibility

to the King and to Parliament. Of every measure which I take, or which, when taken bv
others, I apjirove, I must be prepared to preduce the vindication. But I should ill acijuit mj"-

self of that duty if I attempted to rest my justification on an implicit confidence in the judg-
ment of the officer against whose acts an appeal had been brought before me. Cherishing as

I do the strongest presumption in favour of every decision of yours, I must yet, as often as

your sentence is impeached, examine into ihe merits of the question with strict impartiality, and
with a jealousy of those prepossessions in favcjr of your opinions from which I can never be
exempt. In our relative position in his Majesty's service, I could not act on any other prin-

ciple without abandoning my duty to the King and to his Majesty's subjects, and I trust that,

on your part, the just and lively estimate which you have formed of the importance and res-

ponsibility of vour own duties will be combined with a due allowance for the not less arduous
and responsible nature of mine.

I have, &c.

(Signfid) GLENELG.

-I t

Extracts from a Despatch to the Right Honourable the Lord Glenetg, dated 6th April, 1837.

No. 41.

M» Lord,

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship, a copy of a Gazette Extraordinary, by
which it will appear that I have made the following appointments, until the King's pleasure
be made known.

Robert S. Jameson, Esq., Vice-Chancellor;

Archibald McLean and Jonas Jones, EsquireG, Judges in the Court of King's Bench

;

Christopher Alexander Hagerman, Esq., Attorney-General; and,

William Henry Draper, Esq., Solicitor-General.

As regards Mr. Hagerman, I can say, that I have not been in the habit of seeing or con-

sulting him, excepting on such cases as have especially belonged to his station, and accord*
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ingly, during tho whole of lasl session of tho Legislature, I did not, I think, send for him four

times. Mr. Hagerman's claims, as brought under my consideration, are shortly as follow:

—

He was present at the actions of Chrysler's farm—the taking of Oswego—and in several

engagements on the Niagara frontier, during the year 1814, and was recommended for a

Slid medal by Sir Gordon Drummond, on whose stall' he served as provincial aide-de-camp.

was Krst elected representative for the town of Kingston in 1826 ; since that period he

lias been three times returned, and has held the situation of Solicitor-General nearly eight

years.

On the 30th November, 1829, Sir John Colborne received from Sir George Murray a

despatch. No. 48, elating to the disappointment which Mr. Hagerman had experienced, in

consequence of not having been confirmed by his Majesty in the office of judge, to which ho

had been temporarily ap[)ointed on the removal of Mr. Willis, of which the following is an

extract :

—

" At the same time I readily admit that the case, ns regards Mr. Hagerman, is one of

some hardship, and I have to request you will assure that gentleman, that I regret extremely

that he should have suHbred any inconvenience, in consequence of the arrangements which I

felt it my duty to recommend, and that 1 shall be very ready, at a future opportunity, to give

his claims every consideration."

I believe Mr. Hagerman to be warmly and enthusiastically attached to the British Con-
stitution, and to the connexion of this province, of which he is a native, with the mother-

country; I consider him to have been a faithful servant of tiie Crown. The assertion of his

principles has drawn upon him in the House of Assembly the whole fire of the Republicans;

and in these actions, although he has shown con^*i^lcrable powers of defence, ho has occasion-

ally evinced an impetuosity which it would have been prudent to have restrained. I believe,

however, that his moral character is respected oven by his opjjonents; and therefore, on the

whole, considering that no just reason existed why, on the promotion of the Attorney-General,

he should not be iippointed as his successor, I felt it to be my duty to name him as such until

the King's jdeasure should be known.

Having submitted to your Lordship the grounds u[)on which I have made the a} ooint-

nients in question, I think it proper to state, that it is with unfeigned regret I have omitted to

recommend to your Lordship's notice the name of Mr. Bidwell. That gentleman's legal

acquirements are, I consider, superior to at least one of the individuals whom I have elevated.

His moral character is irreproachable, u;id though he was o.^tensibly the leader of a party

who have offered me every possible insult and indignity, yet I can assure your Lordship that

I entertain towards Mr. Bidwell no feelvj.g of animosity; and that, even if I could desire to

triumph over a person whom I have publicly disarmed of his power to oppose me, I should

feel that that triumph would be infinitely morp grateful to his M \y by forgiveness than by
revenge. But, anxious as I am to give to talent its due, yet I cannc* but feel that the welfare-

and honour of this provinc>5, depend on his Majesty never promoting a Msloyal man.

Divested of all its objectionable language, Mr. Bidwell's object (so far as it could be elici-

ted by the conduct of his associates^ was to separate this colony from the parent state ; to

create disafTection for the paternal government of the King, and, by forming an alliance with

Mr. Papineau's party in Lower Canada, to exchange the British constitiition for the low, gro-

velling principles of democracy.

I therefore considered that publicly to elevate Mr. Bidwell to the Bench would deprive

me of the respect and confidence of this country ; and I believe your Lordship will agree

with me in opinion, that, where a man acts with disloyal associates, his talents aggravate, rather

than extenuate his offence.

Having afforded your I^ordship all the information in mv power respecting the lawr ap-

Kintments I have made, it only remains for me respectfully to express my hope that his

BJesty will be graciously pleased to confirm them.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's

Most obedient humble Servant,
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No. 200.
DoWNINO StRKET,

July Htli, 1837.

Sir,

I have had the honour to receive your dcntpatch of the 5th of April last, No. 41, cnclos'

ing the copy of a gazette extraordinary, nolitying certain legal appointineiitH which you had

made, in conformity with an Act passed by the Legislature ol Upper Canada, during the last

session. The public events which have occurred since my receipt of that Act have hitherto

rendered it impossible to submit it for the lloyal sanction, liut 1 trust that 1 shall have it in

my power to communicate to you the Uueen's pleasure respecting it at an early period. In

the mean time her Mejcsty commands me to express her approbation of the appointment of

Mr. Jameson to be Vice Cliurujellor, and of Messrs. A. Maclean and Jonas Jones to be Judges

in the Court of Uueen's liench, and I shall take an early opportunity of trunsmilting to you

the necessary warrants under the royal sign manual conferring those appointments. * *

The selection of Mr. Ilagerman to bo Attorney-General appears to be more open to

<piestion. I am fully jtreparcd to admit, as a general rule, the claim of the Solicitor-General

not to bo passed over in any new arrangements such as those to which your despjitch refers,

and I am of o|)inion that such a claim should not be set aside without some strong and para-

mount reason. 1 am also willing to give the greatest weiylit to the representations which j'oii

have addressed to me in Mr. Ilagermiin's favour, founilcd both on his private character and public

merit. It is, however, essential that the gentlenum who tills the high and responsible onice ot

Attorney- General should hold opinions on (piestions of general policy, and relating to the

administration of the atlairs of the province, in uiiison with those of the Executive Government.

I have no reason to doubt that j'ou have received the utmost support and co-operation

from the Solicitor General, but I am bound to add that, if the sentiments ascribed to Mr. Hag-
crman in the resolutions, a copy of which I have the honour to enclose, be really entertained

by him, and have been publicly expressed by him in his place as a member olllie provincial

Legislature during the last session, a very wide dittercnce exists between his view and that of

her Majesty's Government, suj)portcd by the opinion given by the F-aw OUicers of the Crown
in ISl'J, as to the rights of the Church of Scotland in Upper Cannda under the Act of 1791,*

As these resolutions have been transmitted to me by an individual mrmher of the (ienernl Assem-
bly of the Church of Scotland, and as I have not received any information from you on the

subject, I am willing to hope that some misap[)rehension may have existed as to the real nature

of the languaiie employed by Mr. Hngerman. I shall therefore suspend my opinion as to the

propriety of his advancement to the olHce of Attorney-General, until he shall have had an

opportunity of ollering any explanation whi<'h he m.ay desire to give with refeience to this

subject. You will comniiinicatt! to Mr. Ilaijerman a copy of so much of this desjiatch ns

relates to him, together with a copy of the enclosed paper.

There is another subject noticed in your despatch, to which it is necessary that I sh'mld

advert. You state that it has been with unfeigned regret that you have omitted to recom-
mend for one of the new legal a[)pointments Mr. liidwell, whoso professional tnlents you con-

sider su[)erior to those of at least one of the gentlemen selected by yon, while his character is

irreproachable. You observe, however, that Mr. Bidwell's object, " so far as it could be elici-

ted by the conduct of his associates," was to separate Canada from the jiarent state, and you
claim my assent to the proposition, that, " wherii a man acts with <lisloyal associates, his talents

aggravate rather than extenuate his odence." I need not assure you of the great weight

«hich I attach to any opinion respecting the affairs of Upper Canada deliberately expressed

by you, and I have accordingly felt bound in the present instance to deicr to your judgment
relative to Mr. Bidwell. But, considering that the disloyalty which is imputed to Mr. Bid-

well's associates is not charged against himself, or attempted to be proved by any act of his ;t

that he has, for the present at least, withdrawn himself from polieical strife ; and that his legal

abilities and high moral character are acknowledged and respected even by his political

opjmnents ; I cannot regard the part which \\cX furmerhj took in local j)olitics as an insuperable

* The nfTensive sentiment which Mr. IlHgennnn, In a most nngry discnssioii in the House nf Assembly, is accused

of hnving utierpil, wms'iis fullows :
—"The Chnich of England is Me Eslnbliahed Church,—the Rnmiin CHtholic Church

is an Cstiiblished Church, but the Church of Scotland is no more an Established Church than that uf any other dis-

senting body in the province."—Mr. IIngi>rnian denies having uttered these words.

f Sen the iiisiiiiing accusations made against me to the King and to the House of Commons (page St,} both signed

Slarshal Spring Bidwell.

{Mr. Bidwell's opposition to monai'chial insiiiuiions had not censed*
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barrier to his futtiro ndviincement in hist profcHaion. On the contrary, adverting to the

general eflliinnte of his (|URli6cutinn8 for n Hoat on tiie Bench, it appcarA to me that the pubhc
interests would ho promoted l)y securing \m sor\icpH ; nor would it ho of nlight importance to

convince the inhnhitunts of Upper Canada that, in the selections for judical oiKces, the Execu-
tive Government is actuated by no other li-eiing than an anxiety to promote the welfare of all

classes of hor Majesty's subjects. If therefore, as you appear to anticipate, another vacancy
nhould occur nmona[ the Judges of the Court of Kmg's Ucnch, it is the wish of her Majesty's

(lovernment that the situation should he offered to Mr. liidice/l, and they will hear tcith much
pleasure that he has accepted it.

I have the honour to \i«.

Sir,

Your Obedient Servant,

GLENELG.

No. 99.

Government House,

Toronto, lOih September, 1837.

My Lord,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of the following despatches, which I have had the

honour to receive from your Lordship :

1st. Despatch, No. 158, dated (a\\ April, 1837, repeating to me that the reasons I sub-

mitted to your Lordship for having removed Judge Uidout from olfico, appear to your Lord-
ship inadequate, and that your Lordship still withholds your approbation of the measures
adopted in Mr. llidout's case.

2nd. Despatch, No. 200, dated Hth July, 1837, informing me that your Lordship has

not been pleased to confirm the appointments of the Attorney and Solicitor General, which,

on the 5th of April last, 1 had the honour to notify to your Lordship, in a Gazette extraordi-

nary, but that it is the wish of her Majesty's Government that the situation of Judge of the

Court of King's Bench should, in case of an expected vacancy, be offered to Marshall Spring
Bidwell, the Speaker of the late House of Assembly, the leader of the Republicans in this

province, and the fellow-labourer and corresiwndent of Mr. Speaker Papineau.

As, after very deliberate consideration, I have determined to take upon myself the serious

responsibility of positively refusing to place Mr. Bidwell on the Bench, or to restore Mr.
George llitlout to the Judgeship from which I have removed him, I feel it my duty, not only

respectfully to explain to your Lordslii|i the reason of my conduct, but frankly to disclose to

your Lonlship opinions and sentiments which, being hostile to the policy of the Colonial

Office, ought not to be withheld from your Lordship.

I feel confident that your Lordship will, with the equanimity which distinguishes your
character, calmly listen to the observations 1 am about to make, and I can assure your Lord-
ship that at the present instant there is no feeling more strongly impressed in my own mind,

than that, in the utterance of strong o|tinions, which I feel most deeply, I may not be led away
to use an expression which can in any way be considered as evincing a want of that respect

which is justly due to your Lordshij), as well as to the high station you hold.

My declining, or, in plain terms, my refusing, to carry your Lordship's orders into effect,

would, I am aware, commonly be considereil as an overt act of hostility, but when it is con-

sidered that the population of our colonies amounts to 99,000,000 of people, scattered over

thirty-live portions of the globe, it must be evident that their prosperity depends, not only

on the Colonial Minister commanding what he deems to be right, but on the Colonial Governors

refusing, at their peril, to execute what they conscientiously believed to be wrong.

In a conflict of this nature, it does not thereforfe necessarily follow that disobedience in a

Lieutenant-Governor 18 disaffection to the Minister; and, although I am sensible that your

Lordship has power abruptly to terminate such objection on my part, by immediate dismissal,

yet I have no observatif)ns to offer on that subject, as it is my own duty, and not your Lord-

ship's, that I am at present desirous to perform.
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My Lord, in my desptttcli, datod I8th Nov. last, (poge 20J,) I respectfully informed your

Lordship "that, in my humblu opinion, the whole blame of the diii»eniiona which exist in the

Ciinadas rests neither upon the surface of the country, nor upon the morals of the people, hut

on the conciliatory measures which, under successive ailininistrutions, have been unremittingly

applied by the Coloniid Olllce."

I stated to your Lordship that "the British population of the Canadus, the Chief Justice,

the Law OiKcers of the Crown, and every faithful jtublic servant, were of this opinion; and

tliot, although her Majesty were suddenly to arrive in the Cniutdua, there was no one of thosii

1 had cnumeratcil who would not be prou«l to follow her with devotion from Niagara to

Uuebec; vet that, if a representative of our colonial jmlicy were to appear here, "1 declared

to your Lordship" that, in my opinion, "ho would be seen to traverse the Cunatlas olone."

In this statement I communicated to your Lordship the truth, but not the whule truth.

—

Your Lordship's late despatches oblige me to supply the deficiency.

My Lord, there exists in this country no iiersonal feeling against your Lordship, but the

luyul British population of the Canados loudly coinplain that there exists in the colonial

department an invisible over-ruling iiiHuence, which either favours the introduction of repub-

lican principles as productive, in theory, "of the greatest happiness to the greatest number,"

or. acting under the mistaken persuasion that democracy must inevitably prov;iil over this

continent, deems it politic to clear the way for its introduction, rather than attempt to ojipose

its progress ; in short, it has for many years been j^'eiierally believed, that however loyal may
be the head of the colonial depuitment, its heart is in favour, not only of republican institu-

tions, but of the .expediency of assisting rather than of retarding the launching our North
American Colonies into that vast ocean of democracy, upon which the United States, the

cable of their public credit having snapped, are at this moment driving without rudder or

compass.

If a statement of the above opinions were to roach your Lordship anonymously, or bear-

ing the signature of a few individuals, or even of a large body of individuals, itwould, of

course, be cast aside as contemn ibie; but your Lordship, whose attachment to the British

(Constitution is well known, will, I conceive, be startled when I tell you, not only that the

British population of the Canados partake largely of this opinion, but that I, her Majesty's

representative in this province, am of that opinion ; that the late Lieutenant-Governor, ^ir

John Colborne, who had eight years' experience, is of that opinion ; thot Lieutenant-General

Sir Peregrine Maitland, who, as Lieutenant-Governor, had ten years' experience, is of that

opinion; I believe Lord Aylmer, Lord Dalhousie, Sir A. Campbell, (the late Lieutenant-

Governor of New Brunswick), to be of that opinion ; and, moreover, that if the Lieutenant-

Governors of all the Bri sh Colonies were to be examined by your Lord-ship, their testimony

would, generally speaking, substantiate rather than deny what I have stated.

If your Lordship believes the statement I have made, the concurrent opinions I have
({uoted must be conclusive ; if, on the other hand, j'our Lordship doubts the accuracy of my
statement, I beg your Lordship to examine the witnesses, whose names I have submitted to

vou. I have had no communication with any of them, but from the seat of Government of

this province, where the sentiments of my predecessors are recorded, I clearly see what is

passing before my eyes, I plainly hear what is sounding in everybody's ears.

Your Lordship must, of course, be aware, that a monarchy may be mechanically lowered
into a republic, by means of an inclined plane, the angle of which may be so acute* that the

surface to a common observer appears to be level; but lest this metaphor should not be clear

to your Lordship, I will state in still plainer terms, that the way to convert a monarchy into

a republic, is to take every opportunity to subtract jKiwer from the Crown, in order to add
or give it to the people.

Now, it must be evident to your Lordship, that this arrangement may be practically

effected by a secret influence, which it may be almost impossible to detect. For instance,

there may be appointed to the Government of her Majesty's Colonies a series of military men,
each ignorant of the principles of civil government, as vrell aa unacquainted with the various

classes of society of which it is comfiosed*. During their initiation to their new professions,

every encouragement may be given, at your Lordship's office, to representations arriving

there from any portion of "the people;" while, on the other hand, every possible discourage-

ment may be given to the friends and supporters of monarchy. A man, asking for conces-

sions, may invariably be represented to your Lordship as highly intelligent and respectable

;

a man stanchly recommending their refusal, may be termed politically biassed.
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The Licutennnt-Govcrnors, obMerving that they nro appluudod whenever they concede

any thing to the Houho of Assembly, and thut, Momuhovv or other, they invariably get them-
aclvc« into ditKculty whenever they support the Leginhitive Council, may, for a long time, be

led unconociiiUHly to do what all military men are naturally disponed to do, namely, retikletsly

to carry into uH'ect the »i>irit of their instructions.

So long as they do this, they may peacefully enjoy their stations; but when experience

ill their new pnifossions opens their eyes,—when rcHection staggers their judgment,—when
beginning to perceive thut concessions to what is CulHcly called "the iieople' increase rather

than satiiito the appetite,—they appeal to the Colonial OHice, and, in language military rather

than dipioiniitic, bid them " l>e firn.," then, and from that moment, they may immediately find

lliemsefves unaccountably nlHicted with a sweating sickness, which is a sure precursor of their

runiovul. The lani^ungo of praise ceases to cheer then),—they may receive slight rebukes,

—

(iltjcctions miiy be raised to the ap|)(>intmcnts which they make,—people who oppose them
in the colony may be raised to distinction,—any trilling disputes in wliich they may be involved

may invariably bo decided against them,—their tiny authority in the colony may continually

be shaken, until, by a re|)ctitiou of petty circumstances, which mortiiy rather than oflend, they

may become «lisgusted with their duty, they may intemperntely profl'er their resignation, a
new man ma)' be appuint'id, and the same process may be renewed.

The whole of these circumstances may occur, the demorrntic power may gradually

be increased, the iiiHuence of the executive may gradually be diminished, the whole loyal

|Kipulation may become indignant at observing their inevitable declination towards democracy,
and yet there may be no particular moment, or no one jiarticular circumstance sufficiently

iitrong to arouse the ('olonial Minister to a knowledge of the dreadful fact, that the tendency
of his own office is republican, and that, while on its surface is seen Mowing towtirds the throne,

a strong under-current is absolutely carrying everything away from it

!

The case I have just sketched may be merely one of imagination ; but I beg your Lord-
shin to keep it in mind, as I bring before your patient consideration the following statements

and observations :

—

My Lord, on my assuming the government of this province, I was desired by your Lord-
ship to consider as the guide of my proceedings Lord Gosforcl'i instructions, in which were
contained the following words :—" In every part of the iaitructions with which, either as Chief
Commissioner or as Covernor, you are charged, concilialion, and the reconcilement of all past

grievances, are studiously presented as the great object of your mission."

Being convinced that the concessions which had been made in our colonies to the advo-

cates of democracy had been the sole cause of the disturbances in the Canodas, I, very shortly

after my arrival here, expressed myself to your lordship as follows:^

" The more seriously I contemplate the political tranquillity of this province, the more
steadfastly am I convinced in my opinion, that cool, stern, decisive, unconciliatory measures
form the most popular system of government that can be exercised toward the free and high-

minded.inhabitants of the Canadas."

I need not observe to your lordship that it is impossible for two systems to be more dia-

metrically opposed to each other than that prescribed to Lord Gosford and that which I had
determined to pursue.

I had not the slightest intention to rebel against what T considered to be your Lordship's

policy, (namely, the maintenance of the King's authority in the Canadas,) but, being convinced

tliat this object could only be obtained by the means I have explained, 1 did not hesitate to

inform your Lordship of the course I had deliberately determined to pursue.

My policy having been shortly explained, I beg leave to bring before your Lordship's

mind the following sketch of my principles, as they have been avowed to your Lordship in my
various despatches.

[Long eilracii of my detpalches are here quoted, which, having been already lubmilted la the reader, it would

be ledioiu lo repeal.]

I have now recapitulated to your Lordship a plain statement of the policy and principles

wliich have regulated my proceedings ; and, without advocating any political theory, I only

refer to the practical result of the conciliatory system which has been adopted in Lower
Canada, and of the non-conciliatory system which has been adopted in Upper Canada, and

respectfully say to your Lordship, " look on this picture and on that!"
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As far as regards your Lordship's approbation of my services, I have every reason to be

grateful for the terms in which it lias been expressed, and for the distinction which iiis late

Majesty has graciously conlcrred upon me ; bnt I liave now arrived at the ]»oint of my narra-

tive in which 1 thiiil; it will appear what sort of reception my principles and policy have met
with from the Colonial Olllce.

I

[Loni; cxtriicls of my ili>s|)iiii'lip«, nil cniiipliiiiiiiii! xf wiinl uf !iii|i|iiirt, lite linru qiuileil, l»ii, m ilioy Iihvh bi*eii

already btl'oie iliu ri'iiilcr, it wciulH br tetlioiis tn rppi'iit iliriii
]

It being very desiniblo lliat 1 should secure the services of my Presiding Councillor, the

Honourable 11. B. Sullivan, a lawyer of considerable eminence, who of course could not devote

to me his whole time for the councillor's salary of ailOU a-year, I gave hiui an appointment,

which, as he immediately (luitted his profession, I reciuested might be confnnieil. A technical

objection was immediately raised iti your Lordshij/s oflice to this recommendation ; and,

though I earnestly repeated it, Mr. Sullivan's appointment has not, at the expiration of four-

teen months, even yet been conlirmed.

I have now to proceed to your Lordship's despatch No. 200, dated 14th July, 1837, in

ivhich I learn that her Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor-General of this province, both ofwhom
were lately appointed by mn', have not been conlirmed by your Lordship. My presiding

Councillor, and both my law ollicers, thus stand at this moment before the [)ublic in the etjuivo-

cal situation of having been countenanced by me, and being discountenanced by the Colonial

Office, the moral of which evidently appears to the public to l>e, that her Majesty's Ciovernmeut

has no confidence in the Lieutenant-Governor of this province.

My Lord, I refi-r with satisfaction to the desj.utch I had the honour to address to your

Lordship on the subject of the late law ap|)oinMnents, as my conscience tells me that the difficult

duty I was then called ujion to perform was executed with caution, rellection. and strict impar-

tiality.

Witii respect to the Attorney-General, whose feelings at this moment must be sulTering

severelv from the indignity wliicli bus so publicly been oll'i-reil to him, I find from your Lord-
ship's despatch that, akliougli it is admilleil that as the late Solicitor-General of tliis jirovince

he (Mr. Plagerinan) had ailaim not to be passed over on the promotion of the Attorney-Gen-

eral, Mr. Jameson, to be Vifc-Chanci'Ilcu- (an apf)ointment which your Lordship has conlirmed,)

although your Lordship ackiiowlcdiics Mr. Hauernian's public jind private merit, as ;t,so that

as Solicitor-General lie has alli)rdc(l me the utmost suf)port and co-operation, yet, in spite oi

all this, and I must lespectinlly add, iiispito of the shock which the marked (iisnp])rovfd of the

Colonial Minister gives to my administration, yet Mr. Hji^crman's ])romotion lias been pub-

licly stopped merely because, in some resolutions passecl by the coniirejialion of asiiiahudiurcli.

in a sin<i/f town in this province, ii was printed in a newspaper that, in a religions discussion

in the House of Assembly, he uttered an opinion concerning the rights of the Church of Scot-

land which was illegal.

My Lord, the story of Mr. Hagerman's conduct on the great subject of the clergy reserve*,

was shortly as follows :—When that (lueslion was about to be brought liefore the Assembly, 1

foresaw it would, give rise to a most angry debate, which would probably end in nothiiifr. I.

therefore, ulthougli 1 hail no prei'ise instructions on the subjix-t, determineil to use all the

influenci! in my power to liel[> the (jueslimi to a conclusion ; and 1 acconliii<r|y determined

to recomineml that the reserves should be divided anioui; the churches of Kiigland, Scotland,

Home, and Wesleyan Methodists, in the proportions which the popnlatioi of those great sect."

relatively bear to each other in the mother-country.

On submitting this abstract ])ro[)osition to Mr. Hagerman, he at once assented to the

church of Eiigljind, the church of Scollaiul, ami the Methodists sharing the n'serves; but he

avowed to me that, unless strong arguments were adduced, he could not conscientiously be

the advocate of the Koman church. The more I argiie<l in favour of that jiart of my profio-

sition, the more did Mr. Hagerman ursio his oiijeclions to ii ; and I can truly add, the more
did I respect him for dointr so. He firmly adhered to his opinion ; but he concluded by observ-

ing, that, though he could not promise to vote in favour of the Catholics, yet, for my sake, he

would retire from opposing their admission. I conceived that, on a (juestion of conscience,

Mr. Hagerman oua;ht not to have done more than he <lid. However, after all, the proposal

never came to a division.

Finding that jiaity-feeling was running so high that it was impossible for any man breath-

ing to guide it, I became of opinion that it would be prudent to abandon the contest, by placing
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the reserves at the dis^msal of his Majesty, or, in other words, by reinvesting them in tlie

Crown. This proposition I explained to Mr. Hagerman, who brought it forward in the

House of Assembly, advocated it most ably, and failed in carrying it only by one vote.

The great discussion having thus failed, it was, therefore, abandoned in des|)air by all par-

lies ; but a memorial was addressed to the House of Assembly by the ministers, elders, and
cot)gregalion of Lancaster, in connection with the Church of Scotland, complaining that "Iherc

appeared to have been a:: organisedxi/stem pursued by the different Provincial Administrations, of
thwarting them in the attain.aent oftheirjust and legal rights :" that the endowment of the fifty-

sevon rectories was "unjust, illegal, and unconstitutional;" and " that your mefnorialists com-

plain especialli/ of t lie power which the Act under which these rectories have been established gives

to the Church of Eng'-nd, of lordling it over our consciences, and exercising a spiritual tyranny

over us, to which, as conscientiously attached to the doctrine, diciplinc, and worship ofthe I'ryshy-

ierian Church, we cannot submit."

It was impossible for any one acquainted with religious feelings which existed at that

moment in the House of Assembly to read the language of this petition without foretelling that

it would be productive of a violent religious debate ; and, accordingly, as soon as the subject

was broached the conflict began. Sometimes the Scotch got uppermost—sometimes the Eng-
lish—but what was ejaculated by eithei- 1 believe no man living can declare. However, it hap-
pened that Mr. M'Kenzie's newspaper came out next day, and, as he is not only a Scotchman,
[)iit one of Mr. Hagerman's bitterest enemies, your Lordship may easily conceive that Mr.
Hagerman's speech was purposely and mischievously made as offensive as possible to the

Scotch. As I never do read the debates—which I know to be inaccurately reported—I have
not the most distant idea of what was published on this subject, but I understand it was trans-

ferred from Mr. M'Kenzie's paper to others ; and the consequence was, that tlie congregation

of St. Andrew's Church, in the town of Kingston, at an evening meeting, passed ten resolu-

tions, two of which censured the Solicitor-General, Mr. Hagerman, for the incorrect .state-

ments and intemperate language he had been declared to have uttered respecting the church
and clergy of Scotland.*

I have now detailed to your Lordship Mr. Hagerman's conduct as regards the great ques.

tion of the clergy reserves, and I caimot but feel most ileeply the treatment he has received^

Mr. Hagerman's whole life in this province has been one of loyalty to his Sovereign, and

of national attachment to the mother-country.

In the field, as well as on the floor of the House of Assembly, he has done his duty : and

while the republican majority were against him, night after night was lie seen fearlessly stand-

ing, as Solicitor General of the Province, against language which would have disheartned almost

any man.

On the i)romotion of the Attorney General he naturally looked for distinction and reward

;

l)Ut it is sickening to the heart to observe that all his services have been forgofton, that he has

been publicly discountenanced by the Government he had served, for no other reason than

because, by some channel or other, a newspaper account of a cominon religious squabble was
allowed to enter the Colonial Oflice ! My Lord, this very man, McKenzie, who published

iJie statement to which I allude, is known to every one to be the disseminator of falsehoods of

the grossest description, and I have no hesitation in saying, that no man's character or promo-
lion is safe in this Province if extracts from his newspaper are to be received at the Colonial

Onice as evidence of guilt.f But even supposing the speeches of the Members of the House
iif Assembly were correctly reported, surely it cannot be desirable to establish as a precedent

that every word that in the heat of debate may be uttered by a member on the floor of that

• Tlio words imputed lo Mr. Iliigi'rmnn—who duiiies to have utiored ihem—were : " The Churcli of England is

the esiiiblished Church ; the Romnii Catholic Church is an established Church ; but the Church of Scotland is no

more nn estnblishml Church than any other dissenting body in the province.

f As a specimen of Mr. McKonzie's fidsehoods, I may state thai one morning while I was in Toronto, there ap-

peared in his paper a detailed account ofmy hiving been token before a migistrate in the province for horse-stealing. Min-

ute circumstances were detailed, my examination was given, and eventually the words by which it was slated I hud

at last made myself known to the magistrate.

The story from beginningio end being a fidsehood, Mr. M'Kenzie was asked how he could possibly have made

such a statement, to which he answered, " Oh, it terved my purpose /'* which was, to circulate the libel in the back

woods. Ii however went much farther, for It got into the London "Timoi" newspaper, and consequently went round

the world.
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House, Hies to the Colonial OHico, to urise in judgment aguinst him, in case he be recommended
for reward. But in this iwrtioular case of Mr. Hagcrmun's a most singular circumstance has

occurrrd. The staienit-iit ciiiifcriiiii<i the rectories suhmitteti by your Lordship for opinion

to the crown ollu-ors of Eniilaiid lins coniplctcly overlooked Lord llathursi's despatches, dated

2m\ April, ISIs, and 'J-'iul July, IHO.'i, which contain the very authority in question. The
docision of the c-rowii ollicc'is of England is consequently erroneous; nntl, in reading the de-

spatclios alluded to, your Lordslii]) will at once jierceive that what they declare to be " not

valid or lawfid" is in t'acl lioili one and tlio other. This error may throw the whole of this

province into conirnotioii and 1 mention this circumstance as a strong proof that, as mistakes,,

even in deliberately wriilen docunii-nts, must occasionally occur, how hard it is to punish the

Atlornev (ienerai oi' Upper Canada lor an illegal opinion, wliieh s merely reported in u news-

paper to have esca[)e(l iiini in the anger of di;batc, and which after all he oemks to have

UTTi:ui:i).

I respictfully submit that your Lordship should look to the Lieutenant-Governor, and

not to the editors ol provincial newspapers, for the fitness and character of an Attorney-

General to the Crown.

1 have already staled to your Lordship, that I have only ofllcial acquaintance with Mr.

Hagerinaii, lint 1 deeply feel for him, because 1 know him to have served faithfully, and it is

my duty to protect those who have honestly served the King's Government.

Of the Solicitor-General, W. IL Draper, who is also another public sullerer from this

newsp;i])er rejjorl, 1 have but little to .s,iy, as your Lordship has just had an opportunity of

judging for yourself how far the description 1 had given to your Lor.dship of that gentleman

was correcl. He has Miid not oik^ word to me on the subject of his appointment as Solicitor-

General not having been conlirnied, but I know that he must feci deejjly mortilied.

As far as reiiards my government, the non-confirmation of my law ofllcers shakes it to

the I'oinuldtion— il. encourages tlic republicans—il disheartens the constitutionalists,

Tlu^ desjialili in which your Lord.4ii[) informs me of the rca.sons wliich have arrested the

appoinlnienls of the Attorney and Solicitor General of this I'rovincc, concludes by your Lord-

ship announcing to me the desire of Her Majesty's Government that Mr. Marshal Spring

liidwell, the leader of the republicin party of this Province, should, contrary to my recom-
mendation, be raiseil to the IJench !

My Lord, among the various difficult duties which I am called upon to ])erform, there

is no on(! which requires cooler judgment than the inq)artial »i!lection of individuals for office;;

the duty is at all limes invitlious, but there is no ()art of it more painful to my feelings than

the bad custom which exists of giving a description of the various individuals to her Majesty's

(iDvernnient ; and 1 have often almost determined to re(]uest that, so long as confidence he

reposed in me, my appointments may l>e conlirnied on the faith of my recommendation.

To describe behind his back the character of every individual selected for office, as well

as rejected by me—to {M)int out the <|u;difications of the one, and to record for ever the failing.s-

ofthcotlicr—is an occiqiafion revolting to my feelings; for, however violently a man may
have opposed the l\.in:i"s (iovermnent, to paint all his faults, to delineate all his weaknesses,,

and to maki' accusations against him, which 1 know he has no power to contradict, is a service

which I think no man f)f honour should ever bo called upon to perform. In the case of Mr.

liidwell, I drew his character to your Lord.^hip with a light, and I must say a feeling hand; I

wished to avoid saying more of him than was absolutely necessary to show your Lordship that

1 had suflii'iint reasons for not having selected him for promotion.

I accordingly acknowledged Mr. IJidwcll's ability and moral character, liut aded, "yet

mixious (IS I am to <iice to talent its due, I cannot hut feel that the welfare and honour of thi^

Province depend on His Majesty never promoting a disloyal man."

" / therefore consider that puhlichf to elevate Mr. liidwell to the Bench, would deprive me of

the resprrt and confidence ol' the people of this Province."

I certainly considered that the whole tenor of my observations respecting Mr. Bidwell

would have satisfied Iler Miijessy's Govormnent that, in not selecting liim for promotion, I had

reluctantly pci formed a iieces.-ary duty; however, having failed in my expectations, 1 have

now to fletai! to your Lordship c^c Jmstanccs respecting this gentleman, which it is most pain-

ful to me to record.
. ., , ..- ,
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Mr. Bidwell's fatluT, who was a prominent member in Congress, was long distinguished

in the United States '"'i his detestation of Great Britain. After having taken the oath of alle-

giance to the RennI;!' nd of alj tired allegiance to tlie Crown of England, it became necessary

ibr him, on account induct wiiicli I need not relate, to abscond from justice ; and being, in

consequence, outla'»u i by the States, he became an inhabitant of Upper Canada.

On being called upon by Sir Gordon Drummond, during the invasion of this country by

the American*, to lake the oath of allegiance to our Sovi'ieign, he at first refused, claiming to

be a natural-born British Subject; but it bring resolutely n'(|uired of him, he did so, jirotcst-

ing, liovvever to the magistrate, that the oath was not binding, iiKismuch ns it had be<-'n coni-

pulsory ; and, on being returned a member of the Provincial rarlianicnt, he was expelled, and
never re-elected. To the last hour of his life his hatred to the British Constitution was con-

sistent and unchanged.

His principles wore inherited by his son. nhosc talents, as your Lordship perfectly well

knows, have l)een nnccasingly exerted in endeavouring, by sui)verting the Constitution, to

dethrone our Sovereign from this portion of his dominions. He has been the untired advocate

of repui)lican government, and l)y his ability, and by his elo(|uence, ho rose to become the

leader of the republican party, and eventually he became S[)caker of the House of Assembly.

Whenever he had an opportunity of expressing his sentiments, they were in favour of an

elective Legislative Council, of an Executive Council "responsible to tlie peo[)le"—and, just

as I was arri\ing in Upper Canada, he declared in the House of Assembly, that "the King
had insulted the Legislature by appointing Commissioners to enip.ure into the affairs of the

province."

In his capacity of Speaker he delivered to me, to be transmitted to the King, one of the

most insulting addresses that ever has been olU'red to the British Sovereign. It declared that

I was "ckqw/ic," "fi/nniica/," " uiijii.st,' ''deceitful" that my conduct had been ''derogatory to

the Iwiiouroftltp King" "demoralizing to the co/niniitiiti/," and that I had treated ;hc pcojile of

this province as being "Utile better than a country of rogues ami I'ools."

Not satisfied with this, Mr. Bidwell, on the last night of the session, ])resented to the

House of Assembly a traitorous communication addressed to him from his fellow-labourer and
eolleague Mr. Sj)eaker Papineau.

This letter impeached the King's ministers, accnsed yonr Lordship of " arrogance" temed
the Royal Corrmiissioners the King's "deceitful agents, "and was altogether of a purely rebel-

lious character. On my dissolving the j)arliament and appealing to the ])eople of U|)per Can-
ada for redress, they completel^i overturned the republican party in general, and ]\L*. Bidwell

m particular. In vain he attempted to retain his station, but he was driven by the people not

only from the S[ieakership, but from the House of Assembly itself—in i'act, he actually lost

his election.

jMy Lord, the whole of the above facts arc known to your liOrdship, and yet in the very

{•ame tlespatch in which I learn that the promotion of her Mnjesty's Attorney and Solicitor-

General has, after a whole life of loyalty and devotion to our Sovereign, been arrested, from
a newspaper statemei/ of an erroneous opinion said to have been utteied in the heat of a reli-

gious debate, I am informed that, in opjiositiou to my reconnnendation to the contrary, it is the

wish of Her Majesty's Government that Mr. Bidwell shouM be raised to the bench !

In my former despatch on this subject I submitCcd to your Lordship that "puhlichj to

raise 3fr. Bidwell to the bench would deprive me of the respect and confidence of the peoj)le of ihis

[n-ovince, the xcelfare and Itonour of tchick depended oh his Majesty s never promoting a disloyal

nan." »».;.".-., ...j-,.^^. , ,, \. ^

-
' • > •

.
-- ••,• -^ -

To these principles and opinions I respectfully but unalterably adhere ; and nothing is

therefore left for me but to declare to your Lordship, with the deepest regret, that so long as

I remain Lieutenant-Governor of this province, I will never raise Mr. Bidwell to the bench
;

and I think it proper to confess to your Lordship that I have at this moment two ajipointments

cO make of King's Counsel, neither of which can I, conscientiously, bestow upon that gentle-

man, who has not, as your Lordship seems to conceive, " at least for the present withdravm him-

selffrom political strife" but who, in a moral coidlict, has been fincibly driven from the field :

Seeing that I have prevented him from becotuing President of the republican state of Upper
Canoida, he might now, uo doubt, be happy to become a judge under the monarchy. I know
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that he expresses his regret at having written to ^-our Lordship a letter of accusation against

me, which, when called upon by your Lordship's desire to furnish me with a copy of, he

deemed it prudent to decline, but he has never yet publicly recanted his principles or disa-

vowed his party, and his name \a at this moment appearing uncontradicted in the Radical

newspapers of this province as follows :
—

" Resolved, that reposing the greatest confidence in ourjellow citizens,—
John Rolph, M. P. P. (now an absconding traitor)

MarsJuil Sping Bidicell, (left tlie province)

S. v. Morrison, M. P. P. (triedfor treason)

James Leslie, } y^ ^ • u- »

J TT p > (notorious repubhcans)

John Edicard Sims, and
Robert M'Kat/, Esquires ;

" We do hereby nominate and appoint them Members of the Provincial Convention for the

city of Toronto ; carried unanimously and by acclamation."

I have now to reply to your Lordship's despatch, No. 158, dated 5th April, 1837, respect-

ing Mr. G. llidout, which involves constitutional principles of the same vital importance as

those which relates to Mr. Bidwell.

Mr. Ridout's case is shortly as follows :

—

On the 12th July, 1836, my Secretary addressed to Mr. Ridout a letter, of which the

following is a copy :

—

Government House,

July 12th, 1836.

Sir,

I am commanded by the Lieutenant-Governor to call your attention to the enclosed

printed address, which has lately been widely circulaU'd by and "on behalf" of a society of

which it appears you are an active member.

The Lieutenent-Governor desires me to observe that the language contained in that

address has hitherto remained unnoticed by him only from his determination not to interfen?

with that public verdict which he felt confident the country would clearly express ; but as the

elections are over, his E.\cellency considers that in order to maintain' the happy constitution

of this province inviolate it is absolutely necessary, in obedience to the King's instructions,

that no person should be permitted to retain any office of trust or confidence under the British

Government, who attempts (however unsuccessfully) to insult the Lieutenant Governor of this

province by language such as is contained in j'our society's address. His Excellency there-

fore deems it his painful duty to direct me to inform you that his Majesty has no further occa-

sion for your services as Judge of the Niagara District Court and Justice of the Peace.

I have, &c.

J. JOSEPH.

"On the 12lh September, 1836,1 transmitted to your Lordship a Memorial from this

gentleman, complaining that he had experienced unjust treatment from me, in having been

dismissed from the situation-^ of Judge of the District Court of Niagara, of Justice of the

Peace, and Colonel of Militia. Conceiving that your Lordship had confidence in my charac-

ter and judgment, and having neither time nor inclination to detail the many reasons winch

had induced me, after mature deliberation, to determine on Judge Ridout's dismissal, I deemed
it sufficient merely to inform your Lordship

" That on the 27lh March last Mr. George Ridout, heading the deputation, read that

address to me from a public meeting held at the City Hall, by Dr. O'Grady, (Editor of the

Correspondent and Advocate,) and others, which I forwarded to your Lordship on the 6tli of

April last, in my despatch No. 24.

Sliortly afterwards Mr. Ridout made a declaration which became the subject of general

conversation, that in the event of his being dismissed by me from office, " I sliould deserve to be

tarred andfeathered and that fie would lend a hand to Jo so."

" In one of the public offices at Toronto he declared that we nnust or should have " War
to the knife"

2ndVi

"Mr
Reform S<

of which 1

" 7/ ii

gard ofcoi,

" Mr.

and speaki

tioneering

.stitutional

0U9, howev
the subject

" It is
I

it was fror

pies, that I

laud and h
and when :

rcpresentat

ther occasii

"I ma;

endeavour

In rep

Mr. Ridout
mand me tc

It being uti

I immediat<

1837, to w
hastily, I hf

advice of th

I also

by the Hot
Parliament,

placed in ci

three montl
to say, that

his way, wii

My de

adopted ; h(

ugain to rej

adopted in

It is U!

Ridout, on I

he was not

having men
her ; and, 2

Society" to

explained tt

for attendinj

ing deistical

I have
urge against

vice ofmy (

opponents, I

declare to y
of this prov

decline to r



2nd Victoria, 1839.] Narrative, by Sir P. B. Head. 101

" Mr George Ridout was a frequent attendant as well as speaker at the Constitutional

Reform Scoiety, from which was widely circulated a printed address, signed by Dr. Baldwin,

of which the following is an extract

:

" 'It is our duty calmly to assure you that tJie conduct of Sir F. B. Head nas been alike a disre-

gard o/constitutiohul Government andofcandour and truth in his statements'

" Mr. Ridout declares ho is not a viemher of this society, yet from his frequent attendance

and speaking at the meetings of this society before as well as after it had, for mere elec-

tioneering purpose, changed its name (only a lew weeks ago) from the " Alliance" to the "Con-

stitutional Reform Society," I felt I had a right to consider him as an active member. Previ-

ous, however, to declaring him to be such I took the precaution of obtaining a legal opinion on

the subject, which was, that Mr Ridout did appear to be an active member of the said society.

" It is perfectly true that old Mr. Ridout was a loyal gentlemanlike, and estimable man, and

it was from a benevolent desire to reclaim Mr. George Ridout, his son, from Radical princi-

ples, that the situations he held were successively heaped upon him by Sir Peregrine Mait-

land and by Sir John Colborne ; but the more ho was favoured, the more violent he became,

and when a judge and colonel of militia he talked about tarring and feathering the King's

representative, and I considered it was my duty to inform him that his Majesty had no fur-

ther occasion for his services.

"I may add, that shortly after my arrival here, I myself took a great deal of trouble to

endeavour to reclaim Mr. George Riuout, and kindly persuade him of his errors, but in vain."

In reply to the above communication, which contained an outline of the charges against

Mr. Ridout, as well as what he has alleged in his defence, your Lordship was pleased to com-
mand me to replace Mr. Ridout in the various employments from which he had been removed.

It being utterly impossible for me to obey this order, and retain my authority in the province,

I immediately addressed to your Lordship a very long despatch. No. 13, dated 5th February,

1837, to which I particularly beg leave to refer your Lordship, that far from having acted

hastily, I had not dismissed Judge Ridout until I had consulted and received the concurrent

advice of the Attorney-Gene«al of this province, as also of my E.xecutive Council.

I also referred your Lordship to an extraordinary document in mv favour, transmitted

by the House ot Assembly not only to your Lordsliip but to both Houses of the Imperial

Parliament, of which the following is an extract:—"Tew Governors of a colony were ever

placed in circumstances ofgreater difficulty than those whicii assailed Sir Francis Head within

three months of his assuming the government of this province ; and it is perhaps not too much
to say, that no man could have met those difficulties, ungenerously and unreasonably thrown in

his way, with more temper, firmne-s and judgment, than he did."

My despatch contained many other documents, all supporting me in the course I had
adopted ; however, after having itiaturely considered this evidence, your Lordship was pleased

again to reply, that you " felt it your duty still to withhold your approbation of the measures

adopted in Mr. Ridout's case."

It is useless for me to presume to argue any longer with your Lordship, or with Mr.

Ridout, on this subject, Mr. Ridout resting his whole defence upon two quibbles :—Ist, That
he was not a member of the Constitutional Reform Society, which I have always admitted,

having merely said that, by constantly attending and speaking there, he appeared to be a mem-
ber; and, 2n(l, That he opposed the name of the society being changed from the " Alliance

Society" to the "Constitutional Reform Society ;"—which latter argument, as 1 have already

explained to your Lordship, is the same as if a clergyman, on being expelled by his bishop

for attending an irreligious meeting, were to prove that he had opposed the society becom-

ing deistical, because he wished it to remain atheistical.

I have no further accusations to make agamst Mr. Ridout ; I have nothing further to

urge against what he has said in his defence, but having, as Lieutenant-Governor, by the ad-

vice ofmy Council, deliberately selected him for punishment, an the most intemperate of my
opponents, I feel it necessary, as in the case of Mr. Bidwell, respectfulljr, but explicitly, to

declare to your Lordship, that, so long as I am deemed competent to be Lieutenant-Governor

of this province, I decline to have any further communication with Mr. Ridout, and must

decline to restore him to the stations from which I have removed him.
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My Lord, I have many similar suUjecta to those which I have already introduced, but

will trouble your Lordship with only one more, namely, your Lordship's despatch of the 6th

June, 1837, in which 1 am censured by your Lordship for not having sent Mr. with my
despatchcj respecting the monetary aHuirs of Upper Canada, instead of the Honourable W.
H. Draper, a member of my Executive Council.

Your Lordship is already aware that Mr. as a member of my late Executive

Council, signed that hostile document which involved me in one of the greatest strugales re-

conled in the colonial Office, and that he was subsequently ajipuiuted, by the late iKiuse of

Assembly, as an associate with Mr. Bidwell and others, to meet Mr. I'apiucau and others, on

the part of Lower Canada.

I have never complained to your Lordship of Mr. , or have ever shown him aiiv

feeling of hostility ; but to have selected him out of the whole province as my messenger to

vour Lordship, in preference to the contidential members of my own Council, would have
been an act of inconsistency, which would have deprived me of the confidence of this country.

It was with regret I observed that, after I had sent from Upper Canada to your Lord-
ship Mr. Draper, as a member of my government, possessing my confidence, that that gentle-

man should have been allowed to rrturn without being the bearer to me of a single lino from

your Lordship on the subject of his especial mission, or any other subject, and 3'et that des-

I>atchL'S, in which Mr. Draper himself was particularly concerned and even named, were given

Ut a military officer who was a passenger in the very same packet with Mr. Draper.

It is perfectly well known in your Lordship's office that in a colony very considerable

importance is assumed by any one who has the lionour to be bearer of your Lordship's des-

patches to the Lieutenant-Governor, and I need not say that these despatches having been
withheld from my E.\ecutive Councillor, and given to another, forms one of the proceedins>s

of the Colonial Department, which, to the people of this province, appears as if it were iii-

tentled to discountenance my administration.

My Lord, I have now finished my statement, and although I am sensible it may olTend

your Lordship, yet I have the consolation of reflecting that I have acted on the defensive solelv

for the benefit of this noble province.

I have no complaints whatever to make against your Lordship, whose intentions I am
perfectly confident are pure and just ; but it is impossible for me to observe the support which,

not only in this province, but elsewhere, is invariably given to the republican party, and the

discouragement which is shown to the supporters of the British constitution, without becom-
ing of opinion, that in the Colonial Office an invisible republican influence exists under which
Governor after Governor has succumbed.

It may be said that no one of the statements I have made, taken seperately, supports so

serious an accusation, and freely I admit it ; but I ask your Lordship to consider whether the

innumerable official obstructions which I have found in my path could all possibly have come
there bi/ chance ?

Whatever may be the otnnion of her Majesty's Government on this subject, I do declare

to your Lordship that I join tne loyal British fmpulation of the Canadas in believing that such

obstructions have been intentional, and that any Governor who acts as I have done, although

he may receive honours from his sovereign, and thanks from the Colonial Minister, will expe-

rience, as I have done, an intangible power which, though it never looks him in the face, will

unequivocally decree,

—

** I wilt (Irnin hifli di jr an hiiy—

Sleep sliiill neiihcf nighl nor duy

Hang upnii his penl-hnuie lid ;

He ihall live a man furliid ;

Weary leven nights nine timps ninn^

Shall he dwindle, peak, and pine.'*

My Lord, I can truly say that mv sfiirits, as well aj my strength, are worn out by the

minute vexations I have met with, and among them there is nothing that I feel more deeply

than the mortification which those who have faithfully served the King's Government are

now feeling at the non-confirmation of their appointments. I am not, however, writing under
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the influence of temper, but my judgment calmly warns roe that it is impossible for any
government on earth to be carried on without the maintenance of a firm and consistent system

of rewards and punishments, and that, if the Colonial Office reward those I punish, and punish

those whom I reward, my authority here, as well as my character, must be ruined,

I have not been hasty eidier in my opinions or in my measures, for from the moment of

my arrival to the present day, my despatches have invariably expressed to your Lordship sen-

timents such as are contained in the following extract, which was addressed to your Lordship

seventeen months ago.

"It is out of my power to describe to your Lordship, without the appearance of exag-

geration, the joy and gladness expressed to me by all parties at the constitutional resistance I

have made. But I will not conceal from your Lordship that there is one question at this mo-
ment in almost everybody's mouth, namely, ' Will the Lieutenant-Governor be su}tported by the

Home Government V ' lie never will !' say the Radicals ; ' We fear he will not !' say the

Constitutionalists.

* Your Lordship has to settle this question ; and, in my humble opinion, upon your deci-

sion rests our jiosscssion of the Canada'?."

With the deepest regret, I have at last been driven deliberately to refuse to carry into

ellect your Lordship's instructions, and having done so, and having avowed opinions hostile to

the colonial policy, but which I can assure your Lordship are accompanied with no angry feel-

ings towards any man, I feel it to be a duty which I owe to your Lordship, as well as to my-
self, respectCuliy to request that your Lordship will be pleased immediately to tender to her

Mnjcsty my resigniition of the station which I have the honour to hold.

My Lord, I belong to no political party in England ; ant' even if I did, the British dis-

tinction between Wiiig and Tory, like our London fog, does not cross the Atlantic. The
two porties here are constitutionalists on the one side, and dei.iocrats on the other. The dis-

pute on this continent is not, as it is in England, which of two parties shall attain the honour
of conducting the government of their sovereign ; but here the great mass of society is striving

to secure to their children the blessings of the British constitution, which a small party, from
self-interested motives, is endeavouring to pull down. The idle, the profligate, and ttie un-

principled, see that democracy in the United States it rapidly hurrying to anarchy, and they

well know, or rather they reckon, that anarchy, or in other words, plunder, is the shortest

method of obtaining wealth.

I have with attention personally observed the effects of democracy in both continents of

America, and, having reason to feel deeply attached to the people of Upper Canada, I have
determined for their welfare to do all in my humble power to arrest a course of policy which
in my opinion has long tended to the si^bversion on this continent of British institutions.

No one can read an account of tho early stages of the American Revolution, without

being struck with the resemblance of muoli that \ye now witness to that unfortunate period of

our history.

It was then a capital error in the Government of the mother-country, that they seemed
to believe tfie Americans '" »e sincerely contending for the single object of freedom from

taxation \.y the British Parliament, and they imagined that by renouncing that power, and by
disabling themselves (by 18 Geo. 111.) from raising money in the Colonies, even for the neces-

sary support of the Government, they would overcome all dilDculties. But it was soon evi-

dent that the outcry raised about taxation was but the mean? to another end. Separation

from the mother-country was, from the first, the self-interested object of the few ruling dema-
gogues who gave the impulse; and. they persevered just as resolutely (7/?er the ostensible ground

of dilTerencc had been renounced as before. The Oovernment soon learnt that their measures

of conciliation availed them nothing.

So here, in our time, the Government has gone back step by step for years, giving ground

before the pretensions of Mr. Papineau and the Assembly, however insolently advanced ;

weakening by each concession the confidence of the King's loyal and attached subjects, and

encouraging as well as strengthening an unprincipled foction avowedly hostile to British

rule. No a|»proach to an amicalde adjustment has followed any or all of these concessions.

On the c(»ntrary, they have been so many unprofitable sacrifices of principles and usages

necessary to the maintenance of good government, and at the last an end is arrived at, when
the King's Ministers are reduced to choose between an unequivocal and direct violation of

...ft

^. n
:-".i
i-.V'.i

'' •-,$
till c '>

^.. m^;>.;;• s
.>:.;;' -H

\ '
' .•>! .'

'

,j »: .
-

It-,, .

. <-:'!^k
• ^^ V)lW.' •

"•

t:;^;
t

1

'
'

*><.•,'

:»,

•
1' t T"^

.«..'-
•»,Tr il

-" :• >».'-. •-

•>;! . (•>>!»•:
I'l .•,

.

** ,.*'•••,.

,
' ". ; f

,." 1. .'

k-''

.

m
• c '

'

.7r .,';'

1 -L'" 4' -'•'
^1

k.

,'<-•;; ;

'4< - W^<
<r

* ." *"

^^v,^.

l'-'
'

.
• mpv^^

1^

4 ^

4
'-.If.\-- **.,

7......

\iAI <•,/ U-"
i'f

' * V*'-

i;-v,
"•

'

i,-
*,.«•

.»ir ,•.'

-JiA
iC.i. ">V,^,r.-;

\$jt •'=>"^-

^:-: .k
"'*!

i?i u- ' '•."'
i

A-'-



U:

104 Narrative, by Sir F. B. Head. [4tli Sess. 13th Pari.

^
•

.

.1
'

;'

•.'

,.:^,i-

the Colonial ConBtitution, or an abandonment of the power of soverning. A firm determina-

tion early evinced to yield nothing to clamour, to surrender nothing for the mere sake of con-

ciliation, would have secured to the Government the respect of all classes, and would have

averted the necessity of resorting to measures which admit in principle of no defence.

• Whatever may have been the brill*ant theory of subverting the British Constitution in

America, we who are living on this continent clearly see before our eyes its elfects ; namely,

that in the United States the will of the people has become stronger than the power of the

law. Public credit, life, and property hang therefore upon the conduct of a dense mass of

men, in no one of whose hands can it be wise that such vast interests should be coi> mitted.

—

The only remedy is in a revolution, of which it is easier to forsee the beginning thai 'ic end.

To save the people of Upper Canadafrom following in (he/ootstej» ofthe United Stu.

been the object of every act of my administration.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's

Most obedient Servant,

F. B. HEAD.

as

I f

.

No. 132.

Toronto, 19th December 1837.

My Lord,

I have the honour to inform your Lordship that on Monday, 4ih inst. this city was, in

a momeut of prolbund peace, suddenly 'uvaded by a band of armed rebels, amounting, accord-

ing to report, 3U00 men (but in actual fact to about 600,J and commanded by Mr. M'Ken/.ic,

the editor of a republican newspaper ; Mr. Van Egniond, an otllcer who had served under

Napoleon , Mr. Gibson, a land-surveyor ; Mr. Lount, a blacksmith ; Mr. Loydd, and some
other notorious characters.

Having, as I informed your Lordship in my despatch, No. 119, dated 3rd ultimo, pur-

posely effected the withdrawal of her Majesty's troops from this province, and having delivered

over to the civil authorities the whole of the arms and accoutrements I possessed, 1 of course

found myself without any defence whatever, excepting that which the loyalty and fidelity of

the province might think proper to afford nic. The crisis, important as it was, was one I had
long earnestly anticipated, and accordingly I no sooner received the inlcliigence that the rebels

were within four miles of the city, than, al)andoning the Government House, 1 at once pro-

ceeded to the City Hall, in which about 4000 stand of arms and accoutrements had been
deposited.

One of the first individuals I met there, with a musket on his shoulder, was tha Chief

Justice of the province, and in a few minutes I found nijself surrounded by a band of brave

men, who were of course unorganized, and generally speaking, unarmed.

As the foregoing statement is an unqualified admission on my part that I was completely

surprised by the rebels, I think it proper to remind, rather than to explain to your Lordship,

the course of policy I have been pursuing.

In my despatch, No. 124, dated 18th ult., I rcsj)ectfully stated to your Lordship, as my
opinion, that a civil war must henceforward everywhere be a moral one, and that, in this

hemisphere in particular, victory must eventually declare itself in favour of moral, and not of

physical preponderance.

Entertaining these sentimenta, I observed with satisfaction that Mr. M'Kenzie was pur-

suing a lawlesi, course of conduct which I felt it would be impolitic for me to arrest.

For a long time he had endeavoured to force me to buoy him up by a Governmont pro-

secutioo, but he sunk in proportion aa I neglected him, until becoming desperate, he was even-

tually driven to reckless behaviour, which I felt confident would very soon create its own
punishment.

The traitorous arrangements he made were of that minute nature that it would have
been difficult, even if I had desired it, to have suppressed them ; for instance, he began by
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establishing union lists (in number not exceeding forty') oi' persons desirous of political rernrm.;

and who, by an appointed secretary, were recommended to communicate regularly with him-

self, for the purpose of establishing a meeting of delegates.

As soon ns, by most wicked misrepresentations, lie had succeeded in seducing a number
of well-meaning people to join these s(iuad8, his next step was to prevail upon a lew of them

to attend their meetings armed, for the alleged purpose of Hring at a mark.

While these meetings were in continuence, Mr. M'Kenzio, by means of his newspaper,

and by constant personal attendetice, succeeded in inducing his adherents to b< licve that he

was everywhere strongly supported, and that his means, as well as his forces, would prove

invincible.

I was not ignorant of these proceedings ; and in proportion as Mr. M'Kcnzie's paper
became more and more seditious, and in proj)ortion as iheso armed meetings excited more
and more ahrm, I was strongly and repeatedly called upon by the peaceable portion of the

community forcibly to suppress both the one and the other. 1 considered it better, however,
under all circumstances, to await the outbreak, which I was confident would be impotent,

inversely as it was [)reviou8ly opposed ; in short, 1 considered that, if an attack by tke rebels

was inevitable, the more I encouraged them to consider me defenceless the better.

Mr. M'Kenzic, under, these favourab'o ciri unistanccK, liaving been freely permitted by
mc to make every preparation in his power, a concentration of Ins deluded adherents,*and

an altcck upon the city of Toronto, was secietly settled to take place on the night of the 19th

instant. Ho>vever, in consecpience of n militia general oriler which I issued, it was deemed
advisable that these arrangements should be hurried, and, accordingly, Mr. M'Kenzie's deluded
victims, travelling through the forest by cross-roads, found themselves assembled, at about four

o'clock i) the evening of Monday, the 4th instant, as rebels, at Montgomery's Tt)^°ern, which is

on theYoung Street Macadamized road, about four miles from the city.

As soon as they had attained this position, Mr. M Kenzic and a few others^ with pistols

in their hands, arrested every person on the road, in order to p' event information reaching

the town. Colonel Moody, a distinguished veteran officer, accompanied by three gentle:nen

on horseback, on passing Montgomery's Tavern, was fired at by the rebels, and I deeply regret

to say that the Colonel, wounded in two j)laccs, was taken prisoner into the tavern, where in

three hours he died, leaving a widow and family unprovided for.

As soon as this gallant, meritorious officer, who had honourably fought in this province,

fell, I am informed that Mr. M'Kenzio exultingly observed to his followers, " l^hat, as blood

had now been .spilled, they were in for it, and had nothing left but to advance." Accordingly, at

about ten o'clock at night they did advance ; and I was in bed and asleep when Mr. Alder-
man Powell awakened me to state that, in riding out of the city towards Montgomery's Tavern,
he had been arrested by Mr. M'Kenzie and another principal leader ; that the former had
snapped a pistol at his breast ; tiiat his (Mr. Powell's) j)istol also snapped, but that he fired a
second, which, causing the death of Mr. M'Kenzie's companion, had enabled him to escape.

As soon as Mr. Powell reached Toronto, the alarm-bell was rung, and, as Mr. M'Kenzie
found we might be prepared for him, he forbore to proceed with his attack.

On arriving at the City Hall I appointed Mr. Justice Jones, Mr. Henry ^herwood. Cap-
tain Strachan, and Mr. John Robinson, my aid-de-cam|)s. I then ordered the arms to be un-

packed, and, manning all the windows of the building, as well as those of opposite houses which
Hanked it, we awaited the rebels, who, as I have stated, did not consider it advisable to ad-

vance. Besides these arrangements, I despatched a message to the Speaker of the House of
Assembly, Colonel the Honourable Allan M'Nab, of the Gore District, and to the Colonels of
the militia regiments in the Midland and Newcastle Districts : an advanced piquet of thirty

volunteers, commanded by my aid-de-camp, Mr. Justice Jones, was placed within a short

distance of the rebels.

By the following morning (Tuesday) we mustered about 300 men, and in the course of

the day the number increased to about 500 ; in the night, an advanced picquet, commanded
by Mr. Sheriff Jarvis, was attacked within the precincts of the city by the rebels, who were
driven back, one of their party being killed and several wounded.

On Wednesday morning we were sufficiently strong to have ventured on an attack, but,

being sensible of the strength of our position, being also aware how much depended upon the
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contest in which we were about to be engnged, and fccHng the greatest |)nssil(Io reluctance at

tlie idea of eutoritig upon a civil wiir, I despatciieil two geiilleinon to tho rclicl leaders, to lell

them that, beioro any conlliol should take place, 1 |)arontly ealli-d upon tlieni, as their Gover-

nor, to avoid the etlusiou ol' liuuiaii blotjd. In the uieau while, howevt;i, Mr. M Kenzie liiul

coinmittcd every <lescriptiou of enormity ; he had rohlx-d the mail widi his own hands,—had

set liie to Dr. IJorne's house,—had |ilundered man}' inollensive indiviiluals of their money,

—

liad stolen several horses,—had made a number of respectable people juisoners ; and, haviiii;

thus succeeded in embarking his misMniilod adherents in guilt, he replied to my admonition

by a message, that he woidd only eonsent that his dematids should be* settled by a national con-

vention, and lie insolently addeii that he would wait till two o'clock for my answer, which in

one woril was, " JVircr."

In the course of Wednesday the Speaker of the House of Assembly, Colonel the Honour-
able Allan M'Nab, arrived iVinn the (lore District at the head of about sixty men, whom lu;

had assembled at half an hour's notice* ; and, other brave men flocking in to me from various

directions, I wast-nabled by strong piipiets to prevent Mr. M'Kenzie from earryiiig into cH'ect

his dinbolical intention to burn the <ily of Toronto, in order to plunder the banks ; and, hav-

ing cirected this object, I determined that, on the following day I would make the attack.

Accordingly, <mi Thursday morning, T assembled our forces, under the direction of tlio

Aiyutant-Gcneral t)fmilitii. Colonel Kitzgibbon, clerk of the House of Assembly.

The principal body was headed by the iSpeaker, Colonel Allan M'Nab, the right wing

being commanded i>y Colonel Samuel Jarvis, the lelt by Colonel William Chisliohn, assisted by

tho Honenrable Mr. Justice M'Lean, hito Speaker of the House of Assembly ; the two guns

by Major Carfrae of the militia artillery.

The command of the militia left in the city remained under Mr. Justice Macaulay, and

the protection ol of tho city with Mr. Gurnetl, the mayor.

I might also have most a Ivantagoously availed myself in the field of tho military services

of Colonel Foster, the Commander of the forces in Upper Canada, of Cajilain Baddeley of

the corps of Royal Engineers, and of a detachment oi eight artillerymen, who form the only

regular force in this province; but, having deliberately determined thnt tho important .con-

test in which I w.as about to be engaged should be decided solely by the 1 pper Canada militia,

or, in other words, by tlie free inhabitants of this noble province, 1 was resolved that no con-

sideration whatever should induce me to avail myself of any oilier assistance than that upon

which, 03 the rejiresentalive of our gracious Sovereign, I had firmly and implicitly relied.

At twelve o'clock the militia force marched out of the town, with an enthusiasm which it

would be imi»o.ssible to describe, and in about an hour we came in sight of the rebels, why
occupied an elevated positic.n near Gallows Hill, in front of Montgomery's tavern, which had

long been the rendezvous of Mr. M'Kenzie's men. They were principally armed w ith rifles,

and for a stiort time favoured by buildings, they endeavoured to maintain their ground ; how-
ever, the brave and loyal militia of Upper Canada, steadily advancing with a determination

wltich was irrisistible, drove them from their position, completely routetl Mr. M'Kenzie, who,

in a state of tho greatest agitation ran away, and in a few minutes Montgomery's tavern, which

was first entered by Mr, Justice J<mes, was burnt to the ground.

Being on tho spot merely as a civil Governor, and in no way in command of tho troops,

I was happy to have an opportunity of demon.strating to the rebels the mildness and benefi-

cence of her Majesty's Government, and, well knowing that the laws of the country would

have ample oj)portunity of making examples of the guilty, I deemed it advisable to save the

])risoners who were taken, and to extend to most of these misguide(l rren the royal mercy, by

ordering their immediate release. These measures having been efl'ected, and the rfc])els hav-

ing been deprived of their flag (on which was inscribed in large letters

"BiDWEi,!,, and tho glorious minority !

" 1837, and a good beginning!")

the militia advanced in pursuit of the rebels about four miles, till they reached the house of one

of the principle ringleaders, Mr. Gibson, which residence it would have been impossible to

have saved, and it was consequently burned to the ground.*

The infatuated followers of Mr. M'Kenzie were now completely dispersed ; deceived

and deserted by their leaders, they sought for refuge in all directions ; ashamed and disgusted

* By my eipecial orders. ' - - w;.. . , , •The
I
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with the murder, armin, highway and mail robbery, which he had committed before their eyes,

and detesting him for the (jvorbearing tyranny of his conduct towards them, they sincerely

repented tln'y had oxer joined him; and I have been credibly informed that their wives and
cliihircn now look upon Mr. M'Kenzie as their most indignant enemy. Mr. M'Kenzie has

lied to the United Slates—Mr. John Itolph has iibsconded—Mr. bidwell,* who took no part

Ul the allVay, ha.s iimicably agreed with me to quit, and has <piitted this province for ever

—

Dr. Morrison and the Captain Van Egmont are our prismiers—Mr. Lount and Mr. Gibson
have lied, and i understand are makini» l(>r the United States. As Mr. M'Kenzie had been
particularly active in dis.scminating his principles throughout the London District, and as Dr.

Duiicomlie, well known to the House of Commons in Kngland, was reported to be there with

a body of armed rebels, I deemed it advisable, as soon as tliu militia returned to Toronto from
driving Mr. M'Kenzie from (iallows Hill, to order a body of rjUU men to proceed immediately
to the London District. I placed this corps under the command of the Hon. the S]ieaker of

the House of Assembly, Colonel Allan M'Nab, who, with great i)romplitude, marched with it

tij the point of its destination.

On the day of Mr. M'Kcnzio'a defeat, as well as on the following morning, bands of militia-

men, from all directions, pouretl in upon me, in numbers which honourably proved that 1 had
not placed confidence in them in vain.

From the Ncnvcastle District alone 2000 men, with nothing but the clothes in which they
stood, marched, in th,j depth of winter, towards the capital, although nearly 100 miles from
their homes.

From the Gore, Niagara, Lake Simcoc, and from various other places, brave men, armed
as well as unarmed, rushed forward unsolicited ; and, according to the best reports I could

collect, from 10 to 1*2,000 men simultaneously marched towards the capital lo support me in

nuiintainingfor (he people vf Upper Canada the British Constitution.

The numbers which were advancing towards me were so great that, the day after Mr.
M'Kenzie's defeat, I I'ound it absolutely ncce.'>sary to |)rint and circulate a notice declaring

"that there e.ristfd no furtlwr occasion for the resort of militia to Toronto ;" and the following

day 1 was farther enabled to issue a general order, authorising the whole of the militia of the

Bathurst, Johnstown, Ottawa, and Eii.<tcrii districts, to go and lend their assistance to Lower
Canada. I have now completed a jilain statement of the events which have occurred in this

noble province during the last week, and have done so at some length, as the moral they offer

is most important.

Your Lordship knows that at the last election Mr. M'Kenzie, and those of his party who
advocated murder, plunder, equal rights, and revolution, under the mask of reform, in vain

applied to farmers and yeomen of this country to support them, instead ol supporting nie.

Driven by the voice of the people from their seats in the House of Assembly, they declare<l

that they had only been defeated by the influence of a eorrujtt Government. However, the

moment the charges made against me in the House of Commons reached this country, the

House of Assembly deliberately investigeted the whole affair, which they proved and pro-

nounced to be a series of wilful and premeditated falsehoods.

Mr. M'Konzio and his ,>arty, finding that at every jioint they were defeated in a moral

attack which they had made upon the British constitution, next determined to excite their

deluded adherents to have recourse to physical strength. Bein^' as ready to meet them on

that ground as I had been ready to meet them in a moral struggle, i gave them every possible

advantage. I in no way availed myself of the immense resources of the British emji';e; on
the contrary, I purposely dismissed from this province the whole of our troops. I allowed

Mr. M'Kenzie to write what he choose, say what he chose, and do what he chose ; and, with-

out taking any notice of his traitorous proceedings, I waited, with folded arms, until he had
collected his rebel forces, and had actually commenced his attack.

I then, as a solitary individual, called upon the militia of Upper Canada to defend me,
and the result has been as I have stated, viz., that the people of Upper Canada, came to me
when I called them ; that they completely defeated Mr. M'Kenzie's adherents, and drove him
and his rebel ringleaders from the land.

(When her Majesty's Government published this despatch, they omitted the following

paragraphs nnd words printed in italics):

—
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• " Then are historical facti which it is iminrntble to deny ; and the plain inference u, that

the inhabitants of Upin-r Camula, as I have often puhlichj declared, detest liemocracy, and revert

the noble monarchical institutions of the British Empire.

" My Lord, tehat a serious lesson hare the inhabitants of Upper Canada ojf'ered to their

mother-country ! Our evidence, humble as it is, will surely bring conviction to thv minds ofthose
misnamed reformers, icho, ignorant of the blessings they enjoy, desire to adulterate the purity of

our revered institutions : situated as we are here, surely we are better able to judge Iwtween mon-
archical and republican (ioverntnent than the people in England, who are anpiintvd only with the

former. The faithful attachment which this province has evinced to British justice, to Britishjuries

and to the British Sovereign, is the noblest instance of independence I hare ever witnessed, and it

induces me to tell your Lordship, plainly and unequivocally, that neither the Legislature nor thr.

pe/yple of Upper Canada will any longer submit to the base conciliations which have long disgraced

the Colonial Office.

"My Lord, it has long been notorious to every British suhject in the Cnnadas, that your
Lordship's Under-Secretary, the author of our Colonial despatches, is a rank republican. His sen-

timents, his conduct, and his political character, are here alike detested, and I enclose to your Lord-
ship Mr. MKeniie's last newspajier, which, traitorous as it is, contains nothing more conducive to

treason than thecrtracls which as its text it e.rultingly quotesJrom the published opinions of her

Majesty s Under Secretary of State J'or the Colonies!

" These .vntintents have already been very clearli/ exi>ressed by me to your Lordship, especialli/

in my despatch dated 10th Stpleviher, IS.'l? ; and I am perfectly confident that the triumph which
this noble province has gained will never lie complete until the (Jovernment shall remove from oj/ice

a man who, by discouraging the loyal and encouraging the disaffected, has at last succeeded in in-

volving the Canadas in civil war." It now only remains for me to inform your Lordtthip that

Mr. M'Kcnzie, who is escaped to BulFalo, in the United States, has by falsehood and misre-

presentations, almost succeeded in exciting a large body of lal>ourers out of work to invade
Upper Canada for the purpose of plundering the l)anks and of gaining possession of the crown
lands, [which your Lord.thip is aware I have been desired to surrender to the Provincial Legisla-

ture.'] This [newJeature-in '^reform'"] is [one which] at this moment [is] causing throughout

the province considerable excitement, and I must say that, for the sake of liumanity, 1 eainestly

trust and hope the attempt- will not be made.

I entertain the utmost reliance that the Government of the United States will nobly pre-

vent any such invasion. 1 am persuaded that all Americans of intelligence and propriety will

feel that the character of their country requires them to discountenance a lawless antl unprinci-

pled aggression [which would bring iqmn them the execration of the civilised world ; for whire

would they stand in the estimation of mankind if they were to he seen, ungratefully repaying the

high-minded and iuccessfuI exertions which' Great Britain lately made to save tlicmfrom war, by

steeping her colonies in blood and mi.sery f]

Should, however, any of the inhabitants of BufHilo. or other frontier towns, regardless of

these sentiments, [presume,] for the sake of pluiider, to invade the free and in<lependent people

of Upper Canada, I feel confident that every man in the province, Indians and black popula-

tion included, will assemble together in one band to exterminate the invaders, or to perish in

the attempt.

I have, &c.
F. B HEAD.

The Lord Olenelo, d(C*

No. 133.

Toronto, 28th December, 1837.

My Lord,

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of the speech with which I

have this'day opened the Legislature of this province, together with copies of sundry docu-

ments, which will explain to your Lordship—;firstly, that the rebellion which has broken out

here has been eflectually put down, with the loss on the side of the Constitutionalists of only

one man killed ; and, secondly, that an unprovoked attack has been made upon our territory

by American Citizens, who have succeeded in taking possession of Navy Island (which is

about two miles above the cataract,) have entrenched and garrisoned it, have planted thirteen

* For want of this moral, or explanation, my policy in quelling the mutiny has been severely condemned.
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in fact, have thutf formed a camp upon our territory, to which
otlntuiuionsof the Provisional Government, arc publicly invited

pieces of cannon upon it, and

|)Oople, by handbillit termed prod
under tho promitio that "thici; huu'lrcd acres of the most valuable land in Canada, c^nd one
I ulred dollars in silver, will lit; given to each volunteer who may join the Patriot forces in

...ivy Island."

I have corntrMinitated those facts to Ilis Excell< iity tho Earl of Gosford, and to Sir.lohn

Culborno, and have addressed f ominuniralinim to the (iovornor of tho State of New York,

and to her Miijesty's Minister at ^Va8hin4;t()ii, tdpics of which I have the honour to enclose.

I have stationed a militia force of about 'JOOUmen on the Niagara frontier, and havo made all

the arrangements in my power for culling out the militia of the province, in case their services

should bo rei|iiired.

Having thus done all in my power to withstand tho invasion of n foreign enemy, which
was never contemplated in ray despatch to your Lordxhip, No \'2i, dated 18th November, I

feel it my duty to recommend, contrary to the suggestions ciuitained in that despatch, that

her Majesty's Government should atford to the Commander of the Forces every possible assis-

tance, promptly and aflcctually, to put down this attack by American Citizens, unauthorised

by their Government, aud in open violation of the laws of nations.

I have, &c.
F. B. HEAD.

The Lord Glenklo, 4tc.

NiitQARA Frontier, UrrER Canada,
= 16th January, 1838.

Mr LoRU,

I have great pleasure in commtmicating to your Lordship that the pirates have been
driven from Navy Island, which is now in possession of her Majesty's forces on this frontier.

I have also the satisfaction to state that the gallant militia of Upper Canada have also

driven the pirates, who had taken possession of llois Blanc Island, from that position, and in

a most gallant manner have captured a schooner oil' Maiden, which is on the St. Clair river,

about sixteen miles below Amherstburg.

As this vessel contained three pieces of artillery, 200 stand of arms, and most of the prin-

cipal officers of the pirate force, her loss will discourage them ; and, finding that at both ends

of^ tho province they have been discomfitted by its brave inhabitants, I trust they will find it

necessary to abandon the infamous attempt, which has been made by the citizens of the United

States, to plunder the property and overrun the institutions of a province with which they

were, politically, existing in friendly alliance.

I have, &c.
(Signed) F. B. HEAD.

The LOBD GLBNILfl, &c.

CHAPTER X.

Order back ihe Mlliiia.— .Address ihe Governor o{ ihe SiHte of New York.— II. S. Fui. Esq, Her Mujeily't Minixer

at Wasliiiigiiiri.— Despatch lo Her Majesiv's Goveriimeiii.—American pirate* forced to abandon Nuvy laland.

—

Receive DespHicii accepiing my reiigimtion.—Important reply thereto.—Allegations against one of Her Majesty's

Under-Secretaries of Sta'.e for the Colonies,—Nature of evidence.

By people in England I have been generally blamed for allowing treason to come to a head-

But the faC is, the province had suffered quite enough from agitation : and, as I had carefully

tested the laterials with which I had to work, I felt that, instead of either trying to conciliate

Mr. M'Keiizie, or make ' ' fortune by a Government prosecution, I had better let him come
within the reach of the lu\v and tin let it hang him. His legs saved him from the latter fate

;

but so faithfully did the brave ami oyal militia of Upper Canada respond to the confidence

that had been reposed in ihoui, ' at the insurrection was no sooner quelled than we were
threatened with being absolutely overwhelmed at Toronto by those who were rushing for-
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ward to die, if necessary, in defence of monarcliial institutions. The general order already

alluded to was accordingly instantly promulgated, besides which, expresses were sent in all

directions, of which the following is a specimen :

—

Sir, No. 14.

Enclosed I send you a copy of his Excellency's order issued after the defeat of the

rebels, to prevent the recourse of fV e immence number of loyalists flocking to the capital.

They are not now required; and hi^ Excellency being informed that you are upon your

march to this phicc, with a body of fine fellows, 1 am desired to express to you and your men
the high sense his Excellency entertains of your loyalty and zeni, and to ihnnk you 'and your
men for this evidence of their determination to put down rebellion, and to desire that you will

return to your respective homes, holding yourselves in readiness to act when called upon.

1 have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

JONAS JONES.
A. D. a

CuLllNKL M'DoNBLI.,
2i:t} Nurlliiiiiil)i-iliiii(l Miliiiu.

The following despatches, written on the exigency of the moment, will, I believe, faith-

fully portray the hydra-headed difllculties which the loyally of the people of Upper Canada,
one after anoliier, triumphantly overcame.

No. 31.

To his Excelkncy Oovcrnor Marcy, Stale afNew York, Albany.

GoVERNMENf IIoUSE,

13th December, 1837.

Sir,

Your Excellency has doubtless received intelligence, though not of an authentic char-

acter, of a'l insurrectionary movement which within the last few days has been made in this

province, and which the loyal feeling of a great mass of her Mnjesty's subjects has enabled me
promptly to suppress. Though an occtirronce of this particular nature in a.country imme-
diately ndjoiniiig the state under your Excellency's government must naturally excite a con-

siderable degree of interest, I might not have felt myself called u[)on to communicate with vour

Excellency u|>ori the subject, if I had not received an official report from the magistracy of

the district of Niagara, that ellbrts are made l)y calling public meetings in BuHalo to procure

countenance and support among the inhabitant.s of that city to the efforts of the disalfected in

Upper Canada.

I am perltctly persuaded that, under any circumstances, the public authorities in the

Unittnl States would exert themselves to strengthen, rather than to disturb, the kind feeling

which lias for so many years united the natives of Cireat liritain and the Uniteil States in the

most amicable relations ; and wlion 1 acijuaint your Excellency that the armed i)arty of traitors

who are now dispersed, during the linv days that they retnained embodied, were guilty of

such unprovokei! jind wanton acts of murder, arson, and robbery, as disgusted their adherents,

and (iccasi(niel ilieir rapid desertion, I feel no doubt that whatever may l)e justly <loiic by the

Government 'if one I'riendiy and enlightened nation towards restraining its subjects from dis-

turbing the pi ;i( '• and injuring the unoflending inhabitants of another, may confidently be

expected ofj-o w Excellency.

I'„ is fit 1 'iiiiild apprize your Excellency that there is not at this moment to my know-
ledge, within ill" \" ho'' extent of Upjter C'aiiaila, a siniile body of men assembled with arms,

or otherwise in upposiMon to the Government. IJefore the 5th of December there had been
aliout, oOOor (i'l't men hastily got together, at llu; instigation of a Mr. M'Kenzie, the editor of

a .sedition. s ne\\ - imcr here ; but these have been wholly dispersed, and their leaoer, we under-
lliillalo, endeavouring to excite there a sup[)ort which he fails to meet withstand, IS now >

in this provint

I have the honour to be.

Your Excellency's most obedient,

humble servant.

F. B. HEAD.
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' To His Excellency Governor Marcy.

Toronto, 23rd December, 1837.

Dear Sir,

I take the liberty of introducing to your Excellency the Honourable Archibald McLean,
late Speaker of the House of Assembly of this province, who is the bearer of a communication

from me to her Britannic Majesty's Minister at Washington, on the same subject on which I

had the honour to address your Excellency on the 13th instant; a copy of which communica-
tion Mr McLean takes to Washington.

Mr. McLean will inform your Excellency, that the party of Americans who, under the

command of Mr. VauRensalaer, have taken possession of Navy Island, have issued a procla-

mation, hoisting in Canada the flag of independence, offering a reward of five hundred pounds
for my apprehension, with three hundred acres of our crown lands to every volunteer who
will join in the invasion of this province.

I have not yet had the pleasure of hearing from your Excellency (which, indeed, time has

not admitted of,) but I feel confident your Excellency will, by the most energetic means, put

an immodiatt; stop to proceedings, which must otherwise inevitably lead to a national contest.

Mr. McLean will have the honour to submit to your Excellency any further information

which you may desire.

I remain, with much consideration.

Your Excellency's,

Very faithful and obedient servant,

F. B. HEAD.

No. 89.

(Private.)

Sir,

To His Excellency Henry B. Fox, Washington.

Government House, Toronto,

23rd December, 1837.

AD.

I beg leave to introduce to your Excellency, the Honourable Archibald McLean, late

Speaker of the House of Assembly of this province, and now one of its Judges.

My official communication will explain the object of his mission, which, I regret to say,

is, I conceive, of a very alarming nature.

The little outbreak in this province has been completely put down by the people them-
selves, for I had no other assistance. But the case has assumed a new feature. A number of

American citizens of wealth and intelligence arc desirous to get possession of this fine [)rovince,

and to 8wan.;i our institutions ; they willingly aff^ord money, and as thousands of pcojilc are

every where out of work in the United States, an invasion may be made, which it would bo

out of our feeble power to resist.

I trust I am not apt to be unreasonably alarmed, but I can sincerely assure you that, un-

less the American Government take immediate measures to put down the inviisioii uf this ter-

ritory by force of arm, I think the worst will happen.

A body of Americans, headed by an American, have now, with about 700 men, taken

possession of Navy Island, which belongs to Great Britain. Thoy have issued tliore a iirocla-

mation declaring llio independence of Canada; have ottered a row, ird of five hundred pounds
for my apprehension ; and 300 acres of the richest lands of the crown to whoever will volunteer

to assist them in invading this territory.

The people of the United States arc so excited on the sui>ject, and so ripe for plunder,

that no words or vvrilinur will, in my opinion, stop them. I consider that the United States

Government must either put down the aggression by force, or be hold responsible for the

consequences.

I remain, with great consideration.

Your obedient servant,

F. B. HEAD.
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No. 113.

Niagara, January 16th 1838.

Mv Lord,

I have great pleasure in communicating to your Lordship that the pirates have been dri-

voii from Navv Island, which is now in possession of Her Majesty's forces on this frontier.

I have also the satisfaction to stale that the gallant militia of Upper Canada have also

driven the jiirates, who had taken possession of IJois lllanc Island, from that position, and in a

most gallant manner have captured a schooner oil' Maiden, which is on the St. Clair river,

about sixteen mill's below Amherstburg : as this vessel contained five pieces of artillery, 200

stand of arms, and most of the princi})al officers of the pirate force, her loss will discourage

them ; and, finding that at jjoih ends of the province they have been discomlilted by its brave

inhabitants, I trust they will liiul it necessary to abandon the infamous attempt which has been

made by citizens of the United States to plunder the property and overrun the institutions of

a province with which they were politically existing in friendly alliance.

I have the honour, &o.
F. B. HEAD.

The Lord Glcnblo, in.

(copy.) No. 238.

Downing Street,

2Gth October, 1837.

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the rcceijit of your despatch, No. 99, of the 10th

September last.

I will not conceal from you the surprise with which I have perused that despatch, nor

my sen.se of the degree of public inconvenience likely to ensue from so abrupt a termination

of your administration of the allairs of Upper Canada, at a period when the result of your

policy in several important cjuestioiis remains undecided, and when it is obviously of tlie

greatest conse<]uence that measures recommended and initiated by yourself should be followed

up under your own superintendence in the approaching session of t'.ie provincial Legislature.

1 therefore feel it my duty to abstain from laying your resignation before the Queen until I

.shall have had an opportunity of considting my colleagues collectively as to the course which

it will be right for me to adopt. The absence of several of them from London at the present

moment jirecludes my doing thi.s immediately, although the delay, I trust, will bo of very

short duration. In the mean time I purposely abstain from adverting to any of the topics

which you have introduced into your despatch.

I have, &c.

(Signed) GLENELO.
IJeuienanl'Governor Sib Francis Bond llE.tD,

iLH. die. &c.

No. 247.

Downing Street,

24th November, 1837.

Sir,

In my despatch of the 2(>th of October, No. 238, I acknowledged the receipt of your

iles|mtch of the lOlli of September, No. !)!), and informed you that I had felt it to be my duty

to abstain from laying before the Ciuecn your resignation of the office of Lieutenant-Governor

of the province of Upper Canada, until 1 should have had an opportunity of consulting my
colleagues, collectively as to the course which it would be right for me to adopt. Her Majesty s

confidential advisers having now bestowed their careful attention on the whole subject, I pro-

ceed to comnumicate to you the result of their deliberations. It is due to my own character,

and to the station which I ha'.e the honour to hold, that I should connect this communication

with an explicit reference to the various grounds which you have assigned in explanation of your

conduct on this occasion. The first of these topics, however, I shall pass over with a very

few words. To those who have intrusted me with the office which I now fill I have given

the most preciae explanation of the mode in which I have executed the duty of superintend-
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ing your adnninistration of the affairs of Upper Canada. But to an o'licer serving under my
immediate authority, who charges nie with having surrendered tiie exercise of my own inde-

pendent judgment to some invisible and cverruling influence, exerted for the introduction of

republican principles into British North America, 1 need make no reply—contented to refer

to his more calm and deliberate judgment the tpieslion whether it is fitting that so serious a

charge should be conveyed in such a form and on such an occasion.

Commencing with this topic, you next proceed to announce that the system of policy

pursued by my predecessors and by myself, in reference to British North America, is essen-

tially opposed to your own This declaration naturally leads to the inquiry whether, durinj!

the period of our official connexion, there has ever arisen, until the present time, any material

question of practical conduct on which we have differed. Our abstract principles may not

have been the same : in our official correspondence you may have occasionally advanced
doctrines to which I have not been able to give my assent. Such disagreements are more or

less inseparable from every discussion between those who at once assert for themselves, and
r&fpectin others, the free exercise of an independent judgment.

Habitually indisposed to make my official corresp ndence the channel for the debate of

abstract questions of policy, I have been content to know that you were prepared to obey my
instructions, and have felt comparatively very little concern as to the light in which you might

regard my opinions. Whatever theoretical distinctions may have existed between you and
me, it is at least clear that, suiyect to the exceptions to be noticed in the sequel, you have

avowed your entire acquiescence in the whole tenor of my instructions, and that every act of

which you have been the author, involving any of the trcneral and permanent interests of the

province, I have sanctioned and approved.

[After re[)lying to nine trifling subjects of complaint the despatch proceeds as follows.}

X. Another specific complaint urged in your despatch is, that I employed, not Mr. Dra-
per, but another gentleman, as the bearer of my despatches to you respcctingthe financial affairs

of the province. Even this complaint, slight as it may appc r, must not pass unnoticed.

I fully intended to make Mi. Draper the bearer of my despatches in question. With tlvat

view he was requested to attend at this office. He promised to do so, but, from causes unex-
plained and unknown to me, Mr. Draper left England witliotit presenting himself at this office :

and the employment of another messenger was therefore a matter of inevitable necessity. These
facts were communicated to you on the 4th of August. When you wrote your despatch of

the lOlh of September, you had probably not received that communication.

In the preceding observations 1 beg to state that I mean to make no complaint of Mr.

Draper, nor to imj)ly the slightest rellcction upon him of any kind' My opinion of that gen-

tleman has been sufficiently attested by the confirmation, since that time, of his appointment

as Solicitor-General of the province.

The next tof)ics to which I have to advert demand the more particular notice, as they

appear to be regarded by you as the more immediate and prominent grounds of your resigna-

tion.

XI. You remonstrate against my instruction on the subject of Mr. Bidwell's eventual

promotion to the bench, in case of a future vacancy ; and you dec'are your determination

never to carry i!iat instruction into effect. Your ofiposit on is vindicated by the objections

which you make to the j)olitical career of Mr. Bidvvell, and which, you insist, ought to have

forbidden the adoption by her Majesty's Government of any resolution favourable to that gen-

tleman's employment in the service of the Crown.

My estimate of Mr. Bidwell's character and claims to ailvrmcement to the bench had

been derived chicHy from your own despatches. It was on no lower authority that I adopted

the opinion that he was properly eligible for that dislinction. Yon now inform me that you
had (Irawn his character with a light and feeling hand. You had, however, acknowledged
Mr. Bidwcll to be a gentleman of great abilities, of the first eniineiice in his profession, and of

irreproachable private character. I knew, indeed, that he had formerly taken a very promi-

iiant part in opposition to your own measures, and those of your immediate predecessor. You
liad stated that his object " so liir as it could be elicited by the conduct of his associates," was
to sepanite Upi)cr Canada from the parent state ; and you had claimed my assent, in icfer--

ence to this gentleman, to the proposition, " that, where a man acts with disloyal associates,

his talents aggravate rather than extenuate his ofTence." 1 had further been apprized that
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Mr. Bidwell had entirely retired from political life, confining himself to the duties of his pro-

fjMBion, and had ceased to act with the party of which he had formerly been a member.

—

Such was my information when I instructed you eventually to oH'er to Mr. Uidwell a seat on

tlie liench. I confess that it did not appear to mo lit that, under such circumstnnc <>s, he should

l>e punished by a peru)aiK'nt and irreparable incapacity tor a promotion to wliicli, on the

(>round.s of private character, no objections could be raised, and to which, on the grounds of

professional eminence, he hail the liigiiesi possible title. It appeared to mo tlaiigfrous, or

rather impracticable, to govern the province on the j)rincipleof a proscription of the whole of

one large body of the inhabitants. Von now indeed make the additional statement that Mr.

Bidwell was a member of a revolutionary society called the " Provincial Convention !" Ol'

this fact 1 was totally ignorant until the receipt of the very despatch now under consideration.

By a despatch from you of a still later date, namely of the 22nd of September, it appears that

H letter bearing the (hue ol" the .'Irdoi August, anil the signature of Mr. Bidwell, was [)ublishe(l

;U Toronto on the 20th of September, in which Mr. Bidwell expressly declines to be a mem-
ber of that society, and con)plai:;s of ttie unauthorized use of his name for that ])urpose. Jn

reporting this fact, you assume that the date which the letter bears was purposely falsified;

that Mr. Biilwellhatl heard of the intentions in his favour, and had publi^^lied his letter with a

lalse date, in order to remove an objection which might have obstructed his advancement.

On wliiit authority this accusation is made you have not explained ; and witli out some sucli

explanation I could not impute what would be in elfect a wilful violation oftiutli to a gentle-

man whose moral character is unimpeaclieil by his most (hrcided political iinl-.igoiiist.s. If,

hoHevcr, the only jiraclical ground of dillercnce between jon and me had been the promo-

tion of Mr. Bidwell, i should have been anxious, for the present at least, to defer to the i*tro^.^

opinion which you have expressed against my recommendation. Mr. Bidwell hail certainly

no claim of strict right to the promotion in (piostion. Every selection ol" that kind is an art

of discretionary authority in which the (lovernment is not only at liberty, but is bound, to

weigh all conflicting prudential considerations on either side; and, whatever may have been

my views respecting Mr. Bidwell's appointment, I do not scruple to admit that, if I had been

to make my choice between the execution of that |)urpose and your conlirmunce in olTice, I

should not have hesitated to prefer the latter alternative.

XII. But Mr. Ilidout's case isof a dilTercnt complexion, and with respect to it I am com-

j)elled to auknowledge my irreconcilable dis.sent from your judgment and conclusions.

In the despatch to which I am now replying, the particulars of this case arc recapitulated

but briefly, aiul therefore with that kind of inaccuracy which is inseparable from the abridg-

mont of any considerable extent of detail. On the other hand, in the correspondence which

has taken place on this subject, and which is comjiriscd in the thjspatches referriMl to in the

tuargin,* will be found a full and careful investigation and statement of every material circum-

stance. To that corres|)ondence I reply with confidence, as [)roving that the course which I

pursued was imperativcljj forceil upon me by the duties of my office, and by the obligations

i»f justice to Mr. llidout, and of good faith to the [jrovince at large.

I think it necessary, however, to preface the remarks I have to make on this subject by a

thort summary of the facts as they are to be collected from the papers licforc mc.

You dismissed Mr. Ridoiit from the offices of Colonel of Militia, Judge of the District

CfMirt of Niagara, and .lustice of the Peace, and caused a letter to be addressed to him, in

which that measure was staled to have been taken on the ground that it ap[)cared that he was
an active member of a society which had circulated an address insulting to your person and

office. Mr. Ridout distinctly ilenied that he was a memherf ofthat .society ; that ho had any-

thing to do with drawing up the address in question ; or that he had even seen it, until it was

in circulation in print through the city of Toronto. lie transmitted to you evidence on oath

in corroboration of his statenient. As you took no notice of his com})laint, he placed in your

bauds an appeal to myself, hav"ig first requested, in terms to which no possible objection could

be made, that, if there were any other reasons for his dismissal than that which you had as-

signed to him, he might he informed of them. You did not comply with this request, but, in

transmitting to me his appeal, you imputed to Mr. Ridout various acts of misconduct to which

•SirF Hearf, I21I1 Sep. 183a, No. 73. Lord Ulenelg, 29ili Nov 1836, No. 113. Sir F. Head, 6lh Feb. 18!I7,

N... 13. Lord Glenelg, 5ifi April, 1837, No. 138.

f 1< it not nsloniihin; tint, notwithstanding the uncommoi ability with which ihii duiipiilch it written, the Colon-

iai Office should ppnifl In not iveing tho real bearing of the caie, nimely, ih'it Mr. Ridnut cunningly aniwer* the

charge thai " he apftartd to be an active meinber," by itating (what was quite true) that he was not a member of it \
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no allusion had been made in your correspondence with him. I answered you by stating in

cHect that, in deciding on Mr. llidout's appeal, it was impossible for me to advert to any other

gn)unds of accusation than that which had been made known to Mr. Ridout as the cause of

his dismissal.

I exi)laincd the reasons which led mo to regard as satisfactory Mr. Ridout's defence against

the charge of which alone he had been iufbrriUMl, and 1 signihed to you his late Majesty's com-
mands that Mr. liidout should be permitted to resume the various employments, from which

he had been removed. Against this decision y.ou remonstiated in your despatch of the 6th

of February. You then, for the fust time, informed me, that you had acted on this subject

with the advice of tlu; E.\ecutive Council. In my re|)ly of the 5th of April, after stating my
dissent from some of the principles which you had maintained with reference to tiiis case, I

further addressed yi a in the following terms :

—

" From your despatch of the Gih of February, I now, however, for the first time, learn

that Mr. Ridout's Removal from ofFice was recommended by the Executive ('ouncil ; and I

further learn that they adhere to their original opinion." [See the despatch already before

the reader.]

I have entered on the preceding statement as necessary to explain and justify the very

material fact which I am desirous to record. That fact is, that the instructions which you
now refuse to obey do not direct Mr. Ridout's reinstatement. In the exercise of the authority

with which I was invested, 1 directed you lo place a Judge, whom you had dismissed from

office, in possession of the grounds of that very grave proceeding, before I could confirm bis

removal. I called upon you to render to him that measure ofjustice which the humblest mem-
ber of society is entitled to demand, by making ktiown lo him what were the reasons on which
the representative of his Sovereign had sentencetl him to degradation and punishment.* This

is the instruction which you meet with a direct and positive refusal. Such is otie of the most

prominent grounds ou which, at a moment of extreme embarrassment and difficulty, you have

resigned the administration of the Government of Upper Canada. Your deliberate refusal to

obey my instructions of the 5th of April is communicated to me for the first time in a despatch

dated on the lOtli of September. It is to be collected, from other communications of yours

which are recorded in this office, that my despatch of the 5th of April had reached your nandd

on the 20lh June ; that is, between two and three months before the date of the peremptory

declaration that on this point, at least, you would not conform to the unequivocal instructions

of your official superior. You must j)ermit me to say that your purpose ought to have been
much sooner announced. I caimot acknowledge the justice or propriety of leaving me so

long in ignorance f)f such a decision, and of the resignation, which you represent as imme-
diately and unavoidably connected with it.

I have thus noticed, separately and distinctly, the various accusations of which, in your
despatch of the 10th of September, you have made me the object. I have not stopped to com-
ment on particular expressions, or on the general tone and style of that communication. The
respect with w liich her Majesty's Government have invariablj' acknowledged your public ser-

vices is too sincerely entertained to leave room for any other feeling than that of regret, in

contemplating the position which you have thought it proper to assume with relation to them..

So long as I could rely on your a.ssurancf that your policy would l)e regulated by the instruc-

tions which you havl received from me, I felt fully justified in continuing iu your hands the

administration of the province. You now, however, iufi>rm me that you have felt it your duty
frankly to disclose to me opinions and sentitnents, which, being hostile to the policy of the

office over which I preside, ought not to be withheld from me. You have accompanied this

disclosure with a positive refusal to carry my instructions into effect, in a case in which that

refusal involves not only disobedience to my directions, but actual injustice to an individual who
\\M appealed to me for redress.

Under these circumstances hor Majesty's Ministers have, after the fullest deliberation,

thought it their duty to tender to the dueen their advice (hat your resignation should be accep-

ted ; and I have received her Majesty's commands to signify to you her acceptance of it

accordingly.
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In conformity with your request, your successor,will proceed to Upper Canada with tha

least possible delay. In the mean time, I rely on your devoting the short period of your future

adt^inistration of the uHuirs of Upper Canada to the protection and advancement of those

highly important interests which, during the lat-t two years, have been intrusted to your guid-

ance with so much advantage to the public service.

1 have, &c.
(Signed) GLENELG.

(Copy.)

No. 11.

Toronto, January 26th, 1S38.

Mr Lord,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch, (No. 247,)

dated 24th November, 1837, in which you inform me that her Majesty has been graciously

pleased to accept my resignation, and that my successor will proceed to Uj)per Canada with
the least possible delay.

As I had not only tendered my resignation, but had deliberately refused to carry into

effect the commands 1 lir.d received from your Lordshiji, re-<pecting the roslorntion of Judge
Itidout to the olHces from which I had removed him, and respecting the elevation of Mr.
Bidwell to the Bench. 1 was quite [)repared to have received I'ro; i her Majesty's Government,
with the utmost submission, the above coiiimunications, and I can truly assure your Lordship
that, expecting they would have been delivered to me without comment, I was also not only

prepared but desirous to have ex|)ressed to your Lordship and to her Majesty's Government
my deep regret at having from a scn^e of public duty l)een obliged to place myself in opposi-

tion to their wislicf-. I was further prepared to have begged your Lordship to pardon any
expression which, in the conscientious resistance of your Lordship's policy, 1 might inadver-

tently have made use of, and to l)e assured that it had never been my intention or desire to

appear wanting to your Lordship in respect for your private character or public station.

These feelings I continue to entertain ; but your Lordshiii'h late communication having

coupled the acceptation of my resignation witli certain remarks, I feci it due to the station 1

yet hold to record the requisite cxiilanalion. particularly because it is evident to me, from tho

ingenuity of the extracts (juotetl in your despatch, that they have been selected, dovetailed,

and then brought before your Lordship's consideration by some person of considerable ability

and experience in what is cornnionly called " special pleading."

1. In your Lordship's daspatch it is stntrd, "with the solitary exception of the proposed
" surrender of the territorial revenue, I had not, from the coniTnencement of your administra-

"lion until my receipt of your despatch of the 10th September, 1837, tho slightest reason to

"know or to surmise that, among the measures prescribed for your adoption in my original
" instruction.i, there was any one to which you did not completely and cordinlly subscribe

;

and your Lordship added, " thcrciijrc llie contrast which you declare to have existed between
" your po/ici/ and mine has really ,)revai[ed in reference to the spcjilic measures indicated by
" my original instructions. I can only state that my ignorance of the fact has been as unavoiil-
" able as it has been complete."

In order to support this view of the case, which of course tends to show that I acted
irrationally in tendering my resignation, a few extracts arc selected from two or three of my
despatches, in which it is perfectly true that I distinctly avowed my apjirobation of the origi-

nal instructions which, on my appointment, 1 had had tho honour to receive from your Lord-
ship. Nevertheless, nolwillistaiidintt this avowal, the whole series of my des])atches continu-

ously prove that I much more explicitly avowed my disapprovji I of your Lordship's |w/tcy;

and, though I do not presume to blame your Lordship, yet I feel I have reason to complain
that extracts, showing my approbation of my instructions, arc (piotcd against me in your Lord-
ship's despatch, for the apparent pur[)ose of convicting me of having expressed my approval
of your policy, whereas the disagreement which existed between your Lordship and myself
(not respecting my instructions, but the impolicy of conciliation) has never subsided for a
moment since the first day of my arrival in this province.

I could qimte from my despatches, if it were necessary, a series of extracts which would
indisputably shcjw that, from the date of the elevation to the Bench in Lower r'anada of the

author of the 92 resolutions, down to the period of your Lordship's j)roposed resioration in this
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province of Judge Ridout, and of the proposed elevation of Mr. Bidw^ell, I op|K)8ed, in the

strongest possible terms, the futal system of conciliation ; and, far from my not having differed

from your Lordship, I urn sure it must have been notorious throughout the liritish North
American Colonics, and even in England, that I was in this province openly pursuing a course

of policy (liarnL'trically opposite to that which was theoretically advocated hy the Colonial

Office, and practically carried into effect in Lower Canada.

It is true ihtit, on being supported by the people of Upper Canada, and on gaining by a

dissolution of the Provincial Parliament un overwhelming constitutional majority in the House
of Assembly, I felt it proper, on the common [)rinciple of official courtesy, to ascribe the whole
credit of the victory to the instructions (not the policy) which had emanated from her Majesty's

Government; but I certainly did not expect that this compliment would have been quoted

ugainst ne with a view to show that your Lordship had received no notice or warning that 1

was hostile to the policy of her Majesty's Government, until you were suddenly embarrassed

by the receipt of my unexpected resignation, dated lOlh September, 1837.

2. Your Lordship's despatch next proceeds at great length to show " that there is no one

of my reputed act.i or proceedings in which the general interests of the province were invol-

ved which has not received your sanction."

Your Lordship's tlespatch supports this assertion by quotations trom your own despatches,

which, as far asthetron&go, cleaHy substantiate the fact, but your Lordship's despatch has omit-

ted the (Uiies, which, had they been quoted with the words, would have proved the accuracy

of my complaint, which was, not that support ha<l been altogether denied me, but that it had
been withheld from me during the various struggles in which I had been involved ; and, as

Lord Chesteriield granted it toJohnson, only bestowed when success had considerably impair-

ed its importance.

I have before me a quantity of minute evidence on this subject, hut, casting it aside, I ap-

peal at once to the English Government newspapers and to the Journals oi the House of

Commons—both of which I am sure will prove to any unprejudiced person that, ever since

my arrival in this province, a most remarkable silence has shrouded every victory which 1

have gained over the Republicans ; and, as one instance of this discouraging system, I may
observe that Mr. Hume was allowed, on the floor of the House of Commons, to act in the

fictitious character of accredited agent or representative of the people of Upper Canada, long

alter her Majesty's Government were in official possession of my despatch concerning a report

from the House of Assembly, which in the strongest possible terms repudiated Mr. Hume as

well as the treasonable language which he had addressed to Mr. M'Kenzie, for whose appre-

hension, as an al)sconded traitor, the sum of one thousand pounds is at this moment offered by

the Executive Government of this province.

As the above observations will, I conceive, sufficiently prove what, in British North Ame-
rica, is perfectly notorious—namely, that in the arduous struggles in which I have been enga-

ged here, I have not received from her Majesty's Government opportune support, I feel it

I'nnecessary to notice the particular cases of Captain Macaulay. the Executive Council, the

loyal addresses, the speech from the Throne, and Mr. Sullivan's appointment, which are adver-

ted to a., great length in your Lordship's despatch, and which, I can assure your Lordship,

would appear to you under a very dillerent aspect were L by a proper adjustment of dates

and facts, to lay the subjects fuirly before you. I will, therefore, at once proceed to the non-

confirmation of her Miijesty's Attorney and Solicitor-General, which, in my despatch of the

lOth of September I so seriously complained of.

Your Lordship's observations on this subject, in your late despatch, retiuire but little

reply, as it ap|iears that all I complained of is, in fact, admitted by your Lordship, that is to

say, vou admit that both these important appointments were suspended merely because "A
member of the General Assembly of Scotland had transmitted for your Lordship's information

certain printed resolutions of the Presbytery of that Church in Upper Canada, which resolu-

tions represented that in the session of 183(j, Mr. Hagerman had, in his place in the House of

Assembly of Ufiper Canada, held language and pursued a line of conduct highly injurious to

the character and iiiterciits of the Scotch Church, and in direct opposition to the avowed policy

and recorded opinions of the Ministers of the Crown."

It has now turned out that your Lordship's solitary self-interested informant (a Scotch-

man, whose accusations were founded on some extract he had read from a most profligate
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new8pa[)er) was in error; but, even had he been right, 1 respectfully repeat anil maintain, that

HO long lis a colony has a provincial legislature which can read, write, and speak for itself, no
private individual who gets worsted in a religious 8(]utibl)le should be allowed to arrest, in

opposition to the reconimenilation of the Lieiitenaiil-CJuvernor, the promotion of both her

Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor-General, uiit^ they can publicly vindicate themselves from

the poisonous accu.<>atioits which the secret irxformer luis been allowed to pour into the ear of

the Colonial Minister.

The Attorney General (Mr. Hagerman) is known at your Lordship's office to be a stnnch

uncompromising supporttT of Itritisli principles, and I have no hesitation in repeating, that

the marked indignity which he and the iSolicitor General have received, has had a bad moral

elFect.

.1. With resj)ect to *.lie roce|)ti()n wliii h was given at your Lordsliip's office to the Solicitor

(Jeneral, the Ilonourable VV. II. Draper, who, as a member of my Executive Council, was
especially despatched by me to your Lordship, to explain the views which the Executive

Government here took in opposition to llie ilepartmental conduct of Mr. ———, (who was
conse(juontly exactly the last individual in the province whom i» would have been proper to

have selected f r such a missioji,),! have only to inform your Lordship that Mr. Draper, whose
mild inolll'iisive character, and sound constitutional principles, are highly iidinired here, on his

rfturn to Toronto from England, conibsscd to me, rather than complained, that in the course

of his lili;-timc l\c had nc.cr had so much dilliculty in suppressing his feelings as on his first

interview with your Loidsliip's Under-Secretary, Mr. Stephen, whose whole maimer towards

him was not only repulsive but highly olleiisive.

Had Messrs "
^ and Draper been mere private individuals, the eulogium whickyour

Lordship's despsitch passes on tlie iormer, Dud the neglect which was shewn to the latter, would
interest no one; but, while Mr. I)ra|.'er appeared at the Colonial Office as a member of my
Executive Council, and as an individtKiI dtn'oredly attached to constitiuional pitinciples,

Mr. • appeared there recorded as one of the five members of my late Executive Council,

who, shortly after my arri\al, had made an attack upon the constitution, which,, being imme-
diately backed by the then House ol Assembly, obliged me !o dissolve the Parliament and
appeal to the j)eoj>le (who suppo.-ted me,) which had the elTect of discarding Mr. Speaker
Bidvvell and other republican members from the House of Assembly.

It was al.so recorded in your Lordship's office that Mr, had been, named with Mr.

Bidwell, Mr. Papii.eau, aiid others of the same politics, as commissioner . for an object which,

though artfully veiled, was very generally and naturally here believed to be revolutionary.

Under these circumstances, surely it must be very evident to your Lordship that it would
have api)eared a measure of conciliation highly offensive to my Council hud I, as Lieutenant-

(jovernor of this province, selected Mr. as the individual in Upper Canada most worthy

of my confidence : and it ceitainly remains firr whoever may have advised your Lordship on

this subject to explain why, when all these facts were recorded in the Colonial Office,. your
JjOrdbliip's des[)atch should persist in giving so decided a preference to Mr. —<—, at the ex-

pense of Mr. Draper, a loyal member of my Executive Council, whom I had especially des-

7»atched to your Lordship to explain the precise views of thv. Executive Government, ofwhich
he officially was cognizant.

With respect to the despatches on the subject of Mr.. Draper'^s mission, which were giver

to Major Bonnycastle instead of to Mr. Draper (although it was known at the Colonial Office

that both these gentlemen were to sail for Ne>y York in the same packet,) your Lordship

states,

—

I fully intended to make Mr Draper the bearer of the dv'jspatches in question. With that

view he was requested to attend at this ofKce. He intended to do so, but, from causes unex-

plained and iinknow ,i to me, Mr, Draper left England without presenting himself at this office,

and the employment of another messenger was therefore a matter of inevitable necessity.

If the united testimony of Mr, Draper and of Major Bonnycastle be correct, your Lord-
ship's obliging intentions towards Mr, Draper have been frustrated in a manner which I think

it but proper yr ur Lordshi[) should be made acquainted with,

Mr. Draper admits that, by appointment, he was. to have called at the Colonial Office on

the day before the packet sailed ; that he did call accordingly, but not at the appointed hour.

Major Bonnycastle, however, states that your Under-Secretary, Mr. Stephen, told him, two or

three days previous to the sailing of the packet^ that b« (JMajbr Bonnycaotle) wouldl be the
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bearer of the despatches ; that he accordingly asked Mr. Murdock (a clerk in your Lordship's

office, who, he WHS informed, liad charge o( the Upper Canada correspondence) for them

;

that Mr. Murdock told hirn that the dct^patches would not ho given to '"m ; that he (Major
Bonnycostle) went and lold Mr. Stejihen what Mr. Murlock had said, upv diich Mr. Slephen
sent for Mr. Murdock, ntid, in his (Major Bonnycastlo's) presence, told Mr. Murdock, very

angrily, that he, Mr. Murdock, ought to obey the instructions he had received, and that he

mis to give the despatches to Major lionnycastle,

4. I will now proceed to the two |irinci[)al t()[)ics in y«>ur Lordsliip's despatch, namely,

my refusal to raise Mr. Bidwell to the Bench, or to restore Judge Kidout to the otficea from
which I had reinoveil him, and my consecpient resignation.

My Lord, I had not been u fortnight in this country when your Lordship wrote to me,
suggesting for my consideration "that it would bo a very judicious act on the part of the

(lovernment to place in stations of trust and honour those ueiitletnen of Uj)per Canada (Mr.
Rolph and Mr. Speaker Bidwell) who had been represented to you as among the most able,

popular, and estimable men in the colony."

The recommcnd;ition submitted by your Lordship f(»r my consideration was, " that Mr.
Ilolph should be a member ol'thc Executive Council, and Mr. Bidwell be ]>laccd on the judi-

cial bench."

5. With respect to Dr. Rolph, the first individual mentioned to me by your Lordship as

a person whom it might "/« a wry judicious act on the part of the Government to place '•• a

station of trust and lionour." I feel it only necessary to state that, next to Mr. M'Kenzie, Dr.

Itolph has been proved to have been tl>e most insidious, the most crafty, the most blood-thristv,

the most treacherous, the most cowardly, and, taking his character altogether, the most infam-

ous of the traitors who lately lusailwl us. After having boon the person who fixed the day
on which Toronto was to be attiickcd, he hypocritically undertook to be i\:i bearer of my
appeal to the rebels, to avoid the pIFiision of human blotxl ; and it has actiuilly been proved
before the Conunlssson which is nx)w investigating this treasonable atliiir, that, after Dr. Rolph
and Mr. Robert Baldwin had delivered this message from me, the former. Dr. Rolph, went
aside with two of the princi[)al traitors, and diaboHcally recommended them to come and at-

tack the town.

1 will only add that Dr. Rob.li's consciousness of the [Kvrt he had acted prompted him
to fly to the United States (before any idea was nntertained of arresting him) the moment it

became evident that the treacherous attack he had planned would not succeed. As a fugitive

traitor, his seat in the House of Assembly has just l>een declared void,, with only two dissenti-

ent voices, w jich merely disagreed on a questi«)u of form.

With respect to the other individual (Mr. Bictwell) mentioned to me by your Lordship
!Li a person whom it might " be a very judicious act on the part ofthe (fovernment to place in a
station of trust and lionour" it is certainly remarkable that, ^vlthin less than a month from the

date ofthe above recommendation, both he (Mr. Bidwell) iuul Dr. Rolph, the former as Speaker,
ihe latter as Executive Councillor, joined in perhaps the most ferocious attack that ever was
made by any Council or House of Asserrvbiy upon the Lieutenant-Governor of the colony.

The grossly insulting language which was used against tne, every word of which has long ago
keen transmitted to your Lordship, is, I maintain, without precedent; and, although your
Lordship did not support me during; this conflict with these persons, yet when it was decided
m my favour, you did not hesitate to approve of the rosistenre I had made against their vio-

lent aggression upon the constitutif)n of the province. Nevertheless, notwithstanding Mr. Bid-
well, in consequence of his Republican doctrines, and of his avowed" conne-.ion with Mr. Pap-
ine&u, was publicly driven, not only from the Soeakership, but from the House of Assembly
itself; and notwithstanding that in my despatch (No. 41,) dated 5tb April, 1837, 1 voluntarily

explained to your Lordship why I could not conscientiously place him on the Bench, yet,

with alt this mass of evidence on your mind, your Lordship deemed it advi.sable deliberately

to inform me that it was the wish of lier Majesty's Government that the situation of .Tndge of
lihe Court of King's Bench should, in case of an expected vacancy, be oflisred to Mr. Bidwell.

In vindication of this appointment your Lordship's late despatch states as fellows:—" I

^confess that it did not appear to me fit that, under such circumstances, he ("Mr. Bidwell^
"should be punished by a permanent and irreparable incapacity for a promotion to which,

"on the grounds of private character, no objection could be raised, and to which, on the
" grounds of professional eminence, he had the highest possible title: It appeared to me dan-
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* " gerous, or rather impracticable, to govern the province on the principle of a prwcription of

"the whole of one large body of the inhahitants."

What were the clangers which your Lordship approhendod,—what were the principles

upon which your Lordship proposed to govern the North American colonics,—and why your

Lordship designated the small band of traitors, whoso conspiracy hns lately been exploded
'? •

-. ; without the assistance of a single »vM[\cr," the ielutle of one liirge, bod>/ of the inhabitants"—

1

"' '•
; . will not presume to enquire, but will simply state the following fact.

Your Lordship's communication to mo of the desire of her Majesty's (lovernment to ele-

• • vate Mr Hidwell to the Bench reached me on the 1st of September last, just two days after

'

"
Mr. Bid .veil had addressed a letter to Mr. O'Callughan (a traitor, for whose apprehension a

• reward of j£500 has been offered by Lord Gosford,) which was published in his own newspa-
• per, and of which the following is an extract :

—

•
* • Retired from public life, probably for ever, I still look with the dt-epcst interest and syni-

o ; < pathy on the efforts of those who are acti\ely contending lor the great |irinciples of liberty

•i.-? • *"^ good government. Your great and powerful exertion in the cause of liberty and justice I

!

*
'

'

have noticed with admiration tmd respect, and I look with deep interest on the struggle in

.
' Lower Canada, helteevn an itixii/ted, opjiresiwd, ami injured people anil their ovpniiaaon».—All

,• hope ofjustice from the authorities in England seems to be extinguished.

My Lord, if I have been wanting in respect to her Majesty's Ministers, 1 olFor to them the

foregoing extract as my apol();fy ; lor even at this moment of my aijprondiifig departure for

ever from this province, the very idea of my having been desired to e'.evnte the writer of

such sentiments to the British Bench creates within me feelings which it, it- difficult to sup-

press. Under the excitement of these feelings, 1 positively refused to obey your Lordship's

matructions, and 1 respectfidly tendered to her Majesty my resignation of the station I hold.

Events have since proved that the judgment 1 had l()rmed of the dangerous effects of concilia-

tion was not incorrect. Treason, which had long slumbered in this ]>rovince, having been

fanned by conciliation, suddenly burst itito a tlarne. The details of the \a*e rebellion, as con-

tained in my despatch dated December 19th, (No. 132,) have already explained to your Lord-
ship that on the 7th of December last the brave militia of Upp^r Canada drove the rebels from
their pcsition at Gallows Hill ; that their place of rendezvous, Moi.tgomery's Tave:n, immedi-
ately fell into their |)ossession; and that, on a small party reaching it, they found, brought out,

and unfurled in triumph before their comrades, the traitor's ffug, ujion which was inscril)€d iu

large letters,

—

" BinwEM. and the glorious minority,

1837, and a good beginning."

My Lord, if that flag had, as was expected by its followers, triumphantly entered Toronto,
I have no hesitation in saying it would have waved over the corpse of every loyal subject in

the city ; indeed, we have receivc<l evidence that a general massacre of the Queen's loyal

subjects would have been attempted. The flag in cpieslion was ca[)tured on flic 7th Decem-
ber last, just six days after the departure from Downing Street of your Lordship's despatch,

which, in reply to my declaration, that, so long as I continued to be Lieutenant Governor of

Upper Canada, I would never rai.-*e Mr. Tiidwell to the Bcncli, informed me "that Her Ma-
jesty's Ministers have, after the fullest deliberation, thought it their duty to lender to the Queen
their advice that my resignation should he accepted."

'

I

^ ' t.v i-

'

I heg leave to place these facts on record, without a comment.

7. It gives mo pain to re[)ly to that part of your Lordship's despatch which relates to my
refusal to restore Judge Ilidoiit to the olfices from which I had removed him. The despatch

says nothing in favour of the Judge's j)roposal to tar andfeatlier me ; nothing in favour of the

whole course of his political misconduct ; nor does it in any way oppose my opinion, or the

opinion of the Executive Council, that Judge Uidout was not a proper person to be allowed

tf) continue in office under the British Government; but the despatch clings with inexplica-

ble tenacity to a fact which I Lave always fully ailmitted, namely, that I disclosed to Judge

,, Ridout only a part, instead of the whole, of the reasons, for which I had felt it necessary to

inform him that his late Majesty had no further occa.sion for his services ; and because I had
adopted this course, your Lordship declares, " it was impossible for me to advert to any other

grounds of accusation than t^at which h-ad been made knovm to Mr. Ridout as the cause of his dis-

; missal." Even in peaceful times, I am not aware that it is usual always to satisfy every public

f ,

.

.servant of a// the reasons for which his services arc no longer required; but in the moment of

f>tf.
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tnutiny, or on the eve of a traitorous insurrection, such oa I have jusi uudled, ftn^ inan who
understands how tn wield power, knows, that a well timed and unex|)ecteu display otjfist autho*

rity invariably ctFccts most stricking results. This result was most strongly cxcmplifiod ii

my dismissal of Mr. Ridout, which so etlectually checked the insults the republicans were

preparing to offer me, that it rendered it almost unnecessary for me ogain to dei'etid myself

whereas, in Lower Canada, the conciliatory or enduring system of Her Majesty's Govcrnnicui

was exercised until the Royal Ga/clte suddenly teemed with dismissals, which, however,

were too late to produce anything but the most insulting and disreputable replies.

My Lord, I submit to the candid consideration of your Lordship, thnt my administration

of tho Government of Upper Canaihi hud not aiitliorist-d Ilcr Mujfsty's Government to con-

sider me as an arbitrary «)r vintliclivo iiiiin ; tlicrc; vviis, tliiMrfore, no reason to presuppose

tliat I had acted without rellection in any disniissiil I bud illcctod j but Mr. Ridnul's case, as

it has been detailed to your r<or<lsliip, proves tlifit his ilismissnl was dfcidcd on by my judg-

ment and not by my passions, for there was not tiie slioliiosi, ociiisiori llnil. I should liii\o con-

sulted eilliiT till! Attorney (Jenerid or the Executive Council on tho subject ; and the very

tiict of my liavint,' done so proves tluit I was dcsiioiis tn bo ijnidcd by reason and juslice. .As

I have already stated to your Lordsltij), .Mr. Uidonrs rcpubliciiri friends, iMncyiuL,' that his

dismissal niiL;lit, in a city where almost universal siiliiitge pre\;iils, secure bis cleciioii as an

alderman, tried llioi^xperiment, aixl failed; he bus never ventured to |)elition even tlu House
of .\ss<Mnbly on the subject; and i feel [ may say that every man of res[)e('tnbility in the pro-

vince, who is eoanizanf. to the farts, is eonseious tliat, Mr. Iiidout's dismissal \\as not f)iily just,

but a necessary measure; and I have only to aild tlitit, in the late insurrection, wliioh lias

tested all men's i)rinei[tles, Mr. ]{idoiit is almost lliu only individual of a respectable I'amily

who has not either taken up, or dcrlared himself ready to take up arms, to jiut down insur-

rection, or to repel the perlidioiis invasion of tins province by American eili/ens.*-

My Lord, I have now finished the jminfiil duty of re]ilying to your Lordship's last com-
munieation ; and as I daily expect to lieiir of the arri\;il in the province of my siicccssior, I

can have little di'>ire to protract a discussion wliicli iiolliiiiLr but a sti-ont> sense of duly would
have forced iik^ to undertake. Your fjordsliip eaniint, 1 think, help observing with astonisli-

nicnt, that, in the particular cases mentioned in tins ilespiitcli, the friends of lirilish institutions

have certainly been depressed, iind their o[)[)oiieiits elevated, liy the Colonial Ollice
; ycnir

Ii()rdshi|>, howi.'ver, wouM, I believe, not only hr nstonislied, but alarmed, were I indisputably

to prove to yon, as I readily could do, that this unnatural and destructive system has long

cliararteris(>d the j)riictical policy of the Colonial Ollice, although it has been governed by
noblemen, like your Lordshi[), of high character and worth.

I should not do justice to the brave and loyal people of Upper Canada, who have protec-

ted my character, my policy, and my life, were I, in taking leave of them as well asof j-our

Lonlsliip, to shrink from recording as my deliberate o]iinion that the hidden cause of our
oolonial misrule—the secret reason why Pa[)inean, M'Ken/.ie, l?olph, Bidart, Deborlz, Ridout,

and others of similar politics, have been openly siijiportcd by the Colonial Office in proportion

as the loyal population has been de[)rcssed—has already been disclosed to your Lordshij) in

my despatch (No. l.')2,) dated 19th December, IS"}?, of which the following is an extract:

—

" Mv LoKi),—It has long been notorious to every British subject in the Canadas that

your Lordship's Under-Secretary, the author of our colonial despalohes, is a rank republican,

llis sentiments, his conduct, and his political character are here alike detested, and f enclose

to your Lordship Mr. M'Kenzie's last newspaper, whicli, traitorous as it is, contains nothing

more conducive to treason than the extracts which, as its text, it exultingly quotes from the

published opinions of her ALajesty's Under-Secretary of State for the Colonics !"

The following are the extracts above alluded to as republished by Mr. M'Kenzie :

—

" Evidence given by .Tames Stephen, .Junior, Assistant vSccretary of State for the Colonies,

before the House of Commons Committee on the Government of Canada, 1S".28. It is impossi-

ble ('says Mr. Stephen^ to supfiose the Canadi;ins dread your power ; it is not easy to believe

that the abstract duty of loyalty, as distinguished from the sentiment of loyalty, can be very

• After I liHil retired from tlie Government of Uppor Ciiniulii, Sir George Ariliiir, wiio siiceeeilod nie, invrsligiiled

Mr. Ridoul's case, by order of tiie Coloniiil Office: evpiy cliaiico wns given to liini, in my ubsencc, of >.|ie\ving ciiiise

for llis restoration to ollice. I understand lliut lie totalli/ fallal, iind ili.if Sir George Arilinr most deciilcdly recom-

mended that Judge Ridout should not be restored to the oflices from which I had removed liini.
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«troni;ly felt. Tlio riulit of ivjuctiiig Kiiro|ioan (loniinioii hurt bofii »n ot'tcii tiitHurtud in North

and !Si)uth Anit'iicii, tliiit revolt 'iii .tcarcoly bo CHtccniud in those coiitiiiuntH lu* criminnl or

(ii8grii('c'liil. Noitlior <loi<s it si't'in to me that n H'.tnsc of iiutiniiiti priilu or iiii|iortiinco if* in

vour luvDur. It niiinot lie regiirduil ii.t uu envitililo ili^linclioii to iciniiin tiic only dependent

portion of the Neu World
"

As Lieutennnt-doveinor of thin pr(»vinoe I luivo niready stilted my opinion of ihono exc-

crnhle seiitinieiils, 'I'liiit llicv me totiilly iiu-oiiipatilile with the siiilioii of an IJnder-Seeretarv

of CJtute tor iIk! C/'olonics is, I coiieeive, a ftict wiiieh \x nndiMiiulile ; and that these sentiineiits

are not miiy disioyui, Inil erroneous, will, I think, appear Iroin the lollowinij i^hort obscrva-

tion.i :

—

J. ^^r. Stephen says "if h i)/ijit)s.iih/r Id siipjio.ii' the Cunndiiiiimlri'itd i/our }ii>iri'r." Thul
lht?y t/(i 1 1 read oar power iias just lieen proM-d by the late total deliaf of .Mr. l'apiii<-:iu and the

whole ol' his lorce, who laid <lo\vii their arms to our soldiers; all the principal Ksiders have

abscotided l<>r no other rea>oa but "dnini oj our punyr." '2. .Mr. Stephen asserts, that on this

continent " reroll can xnirri/i/ be rs/ffwa/ n.i criininiil or iHs^rdnlul." 'V\\i\\ liie iidiabitants ol

Ifpper Canada, like all iiointarable men, eoiisidcr revolt ai^aiiisl. the parental (iu\ eniment ui\der

wiiich they li\e as an net butli i riiniiial and dis^raeel'ul, has lu«'n |iri)ved i)y the noble and
.siiccossfiil e.^erlions ihey hav(> just made to put down treason and to brinu' to justice ('(incealed

traitors. ;}. .Mr. Stephen declares as his opinion, ^'tlmt if rninint he rf^iinlrtt ui <tn cnriah/e iIIk-

tinction lo rr/nuin llif oiihi ili juiuli iit jiorlioii of f/ie Xcw H'or/i/."

Not only lias Hppor Canada put down insurrection, but its brave and liinli-miudcd inhabi-

tants have just luslicd, armed as well as unaianed, to their eastern as well as to their western

frontier, to repel the iuvasion uf their allies. .Vineriean citizens, who, from New York to Michi-

lian, have been collect iiiy; money, men, and arms, for the object of forcibly brandin^r LIp[)er

.Canada with the iiidependeiKt; or moboeiary under which tlnw themselves are publicly snf-

feriny.

The .\nieriean force \vhieli has iieen bronnht nj.i,ainst ns, although powerful enoiij^h .t^ainst

oil their authorities to rob their own state-arstnals of arms and eainion, proved unable to attain

its perfidious object; and I liav(! no hesitation in sayiiu; tliiit l-pper Canada i'eels at this mo-
ment proial of the "envi.'d^li! distinction" of beint^ dependent on tlu> IJritisii empire, whose
brilliant history it venerat.s, and whoso Sovereign it alU'ctioiiately adores, with a loyalty

which has just called forth the utisolieiled thanks and admiration of the three branches of the

Legislature of the ijallant province of New Brunswick, another Nnrth American province

which, contrary to Mr. Sieplu-n's theory, voluntarily remains "one o/'i/ir dnii.nilenl iwrtionx oJ

the Xew World"

As I enterfaiii no sentiments of animosity ai:ain-:t Mr. Stephen, it has been with very great

relut lance that 1 have mentioned his n:une ; but, being ileeplv sensible that this jirovince has

been signally protected by an omnipitent Providence during ihe lato uimalural rebellion, [

feel it my duty, in retiring from this continent, to dividge, through your Lordship, to my
Sovereign, my opinion of the latent cause of our nnfortuinite inisgovcrnment of llie Canada^.

I have the honour to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordshi[»'s most obedient

humble servant,

(Signed) F. B. HEAD.

With respect to the foregoing serious allegations I mii.st be permitted at once to express

my deep and unfeigned regret at the necessity which, in a moment of rebellion, obliged me,

in the stern performance of a most arduous duty, to assail tho political principles (quottd against

me by Mr. M'Kemie just before tfie attack of Toronto) of a gentleman whose moral character

ia above all reproach.

It is necessary, however, in my own defence, I should now inform the reader that not

only did my predecessor, his Excellency Sir John Colborne, distinctly allude to this secret

irresponsible influence, but that, in two most able reports lately addressed to Her Majesty by
the Legislative Council and House of Assembly of Upper Canada, reflections are directly

made against Mr. Stephen's influence and principles; the Legislative Council describing him

as " a gentleman in the Colonial Department,"—the House of Assembly openly mentioning

his name.
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Dosidos this, in tliu loudiiig article of tho Montn.'al Gazctto (one of tho most reBi>ectably

cnt.iUiCtcfl pn|ierM in Lower Canutla) tliuro appeared, uti tlic '22i\d of November lattt, eight

iiiunthM after 1 iiad Idt Upper Canudu, tho following obsurviitionH :—

' Wo do not de«iro, an wo have never wished, to ncrcen Lord , ns the head of that

brniuh of tlic liovormnent, Iroin censure or blame litr the entire absence, or at least neglect,

of tli>)so (pialitifs which go to tho formation ol an tftticicnt minister of the Crown in his cspc
cial upbore ol duty, but we may express our regret that a person, so estimable in private life,

should have lii't!ii seduced from the ipiiel tenor ol' his way, to accept oHice in a department,

in which tho mn- laborious assiduity, and the most resolute (irmness of decision were essen-

tially nccessar\ —ipialitics in which bis Lordsbijt could not but have felt his incompetency.

—

Like his coileai^ues he ha.4 appeared to consider that, wiieru politics and parties in Kni^land

wi'ro not aili.'cted by the matter in (juesticui, every possible evasion of dicisioii, superlicial ex-

amination, conciliation of the violeeit, or tlii^ t'Xposiire oi the pcac(>ablc, and sacrifice of the

weak to the [)arly iulciests of tlu! intbienlial, mii^lit be practiced with impunity, and that acci-

ileiit, (Caprice, or inattention to oilicial duties, would not be noticed iu I'arlianient, and public

scandal would be th(;ieby avoide<l. Notwithstanding' this opinion wliicli we entertain, every
man of cotninoii observation must be aware of tho utter iiMpo.-*sibilily of any individual, how-
ever gifted or liiborious, to perl'orm all the duties of such an ollice ; be must Iu; tiiore or less

dependent upon his subordinates, especially for stalcineuls of laets and circumstantial informa-

tion, upon wliicb his conclusions and judgment must entirely be founded ; and the consorpicncc

is, that the individual intrusted with the weighty rcsp(uisibilily of tlu; vast Colonial charge is

directed by one ollicinl, who, unnamed and unseen, has the practical control of the Colonial

Office, and is never in any way rel'erred to at home. It is time that this syst(>m should bo
abolished—it is time that the baneful dominafiini of Mv. Under-Secretary Stephen should bo
ifot rid of, and that an entirely new system of things should ho adopted.

" It is well known that Mr. Stephen has for many years past been the conlidential advisor

and director of the Colonial de[)artnieiit ; nor can it be iloubted that to his evil inlluence must
be ascribed all the misgovernnicnt which these provinces luivo siillcred for so long a period.

The inconveniences of a rapid succession of Ministers, entertaining oppo-ite oj)inions upon
colonial adniini.stnilion, may have been felt by other colonics; but in regtiril to these, for tho

last fifteen years at least, such inconveniences appear to have been not so sensibly felt. Who-
ever was the Minister, tho same principles wore ibllowed—whatever was the exigency, the

sanio systotn was conlinucil—and whatever was the nature of the despatch, the same rule, the

same sontinient, and tho s.itno doctrines have been employed ; all these atford internal evi-

dence of the oUcnder, ami nnt him out to public animadversion. Indeed, .«inco that gentle-

man has made himsell so oUicially necessary, he has prejudiced colonial interests more than

he can, by any means, hope t(» repair, and has sat as an inculius, not only on L<ird fJlenelg's

breast, and stilled bis measuri's, but has eijually stilled the good intentions as well as the active

ability of his J,ordsliiii's predecessors. The Ifousc of Assembly of Upper Canada, at its l.ast

session, pointedly noi;. -d the iullucncc of the person mentioned above, and wc trust that it

will be followtnl up :)y the Legislatures of the other colonies : their internal peace, their ad-

vance in prosperity, and their continued connexion with the j)areiit country, loudly call for

the expression of opiuion upon a matter of so much importance to their best interests, and wc
trust that it will be o[)enly and boldly avowed."

To this o|)inion, which is infinitely more ably expressed than my own, I subscribe, and,

should I bo called upon either by her Majesty's Government, or by either House of the Impe-
rial Parliament, to substantiate tho allegations I have avowed, I shall at once give the follow-

ing list of the witnesses to whom I refer :—

Sir Peregrine Maitland—Sir John Colborne—Sir Archibald Campbell—tho Crown
Officers of Upper Canada—Chief Justice Robinson—the Legislatures of our North American
colonies—the British Merchants in England connected with our North American provinces—
the West India and other merchants connected with our Colonics.
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CHAPTER XI.

Ca|ituin Drew, R. N.— Description ofilio cnpiiirenf ||ie C;irtiliiic—The province agnin ntliicked— Farewpll Speech

to the LegislL'iiirc"-Dt'S|)iiicl( lo .Mr. l-'ox— Frp«h inviisimi—Snpp^rl ofihe Legisliiliiro of Novii Scoiia mid New
Briinswit'k— .Aildicss ii> mo tVoiii \U'- jpe.ikcr iiftln! ilmi of Assi-nihly— (allniit cmidiicl of Cnpliiiii Brown, of

her Mtijpsiy's Thii'lv-sccond ''.I'giini-nt— Confi'ssioii of ilio Anicriciiii Uenerid Sulheiiiind— Concluding Des*

pnlch 10 her Mmjcsiv's Secieiiiry of Sliilo furllio Coioiiifs.

The tlospatclics in the I'ollowing chapter will sjwak for themselves.

No. 15.

Toronto, 9th Fehniary, 1838.

Mv Lonn,

III my ilrs|i;iicli ofilif! 10th of'.laniiarv, whicli contained a cojiy of my communication

to Mr. Fox at Wasliinuton, rcspcclini; tin; captnrt^ of the piratical stcam-hoat the Caroline, I

IkhI the honour to mciition to your l,(M(lship, that, in iu<lico to Captain Dreu- of her Majesty's

IJoval Naw, ancl tiic oilier oilic ers and nii::! eiiuaucd in tin- service alliuKd to, 1 shoulil I'eel

it mv duly to hrinu li.iir conduct heiore llic! especial alliMilion of lier Majesty's (io, eminent.

It is proper, how e\-ei'. 1 should jircviously inform your I,oi(lshi[). that as soon as I found

tliat this piution of the J'lilisli empire \\as perlidi{>u>ly atliuked and invndecl hy Ai:ierican

citizens, under Amerii an leaders t('iiiie(l "(i(>iieials"— tluil ni lillery and muskets were hroupl't

against us from the Slate ai-enals—liiat Navy Island hcloiipinu to her Majesty was actnallv

seized l>y Americans

—

tiiat halteiies were foriiied there, from wliicli shot were liit'd llir maiiv

days upon the inoiieiisive inliahiianls of this ])rovinci'—and that the i.-land was reonlarly sup-

plied, by lioats Irotn tin,' American shon-, with ]u-ovisi(uis and munilions of wai',— 1 approved

of the recommendation of Colonel M'Nah, commandini; the expedition on the Niagara fron-

tier, that a na\ al forci? or lloiilla, under ollit'cM's of expi'i icnce. should he eonstilntcMl ; and feel-

ino^ that it would he niijust, that, in the nam<.' of her Majesty, I should require naval officers to

leave tlie hack woods, into whicii they had retired, without reeoenising them in the profes-

sional capacity in \\ hiVh I had especially called them into action, 1 directed my niilitarv secre-

tary. Colonel Strachan, to foiward to Colonel M'Xal) a written {•ommnnication, a c()j)V of

whicli is herewith enclosed, directini; him to ciiU niion siudi naval olllcers in the province as

he misht deem proper to select, to atliird me tiieir services, on the niiderstandino that they

would receive their full pay iluring the period they were thus puhliely employed by me on

lier Majesty's service.

In conse(]uence of the above commnnication fwhich T at once think it rit;ht to acknow-
ledge contains no authority beyond \\ hat the Lords of \\w Admiralty may, from the emergency
of the case, ch^Mii proper to conlorm to it) Colonel M'Nab called upon Captain Drew, \\. N..

to collect and command a flotilla of gim-boats and other craft, to he immediately fitted out for

the j)urposc of attacking Navy Island.

While the gnn-lmat.s were being prepared, the American force, under the American com-
mander styling himself ficmcral Van Itansallcr, continued, day after day, to fire from Navy
Island, upon the nnolleniling inhabitants of the Niagara frontier, although not a gun had been

lired on the part of tlui British, although the American forces on our island were daily increas-

ing, and although a .steam-boat, chartered by the.se pirates, was actually employed in trans-

porting to the island munitions of war for the purpose of aggravating the insult which, in a

moment of
;
rofouud peace, had perfidiously been made by American citizens upoti her Bri-

tannic Majesty's dominions.

Under these circumstances. Colonel M'Nab determined, as an act of self-defence, to call

itjviu Caiiiain Drew to capture, burn, or destroy this .steam-boat.

.•\ec(U-diiigly, about eleven o'clock the same night. Captain Drew, with five boats, con-

taining nine men each, pushed off from the British Shore. The boats were commanded by

Captain Drew, H. N., Lieutenant M'Cormack, I?. N. Lieutenant John KImsley, R. N. Lieu-

tenant Christopher Beer, R. N., and G(;rdon, a commander of a steam-boat.

The crew were composed of volunteers, who embaiked in total ignorance of the service

in whicli they were about to be engaged. Captain Drew's refjuisition having merely statc<l

" that? he wanted a few fellows with cutlasses who would follow him to the devil."
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As soon us ihey were clear from the shore, Captain Drew ordered his followers to rest

for a few moments on their oars, and, while the current was hurrying thctn towards the Falls

of Niagara, which were immediately below them, he brielly explained to the crew the dutv
ho required ihoni to perform, and the post res|)ectively to be assigned to each. Silence was
then preserved until Captain Drew's boat came within fil'ieen yards of the steamer (which
was obscurely seen moored to the American wharf at Fort Schlosser,) when the sentinel on

Who comes tlu!reboard in a hurried manner called out " l^oat ahoy ! boat ahoy

A man in the bow of the leading boat replied " Friend !" on which the sentinel called

for the countersign. " I'll give it to you when wc grt on hoan/," replied Captain Drew, who, by
this time being close to the vessel, boarded her on the starboard gang-way, and, from an over-

anxiety in his crew to follow him, it so happened ih-it for more than a minute he was the only

assailant on the pirate's deck. Captain Drew then encountered five men, one of whom (ired

Ills musket close to his face, but, mis.sing, he (Captain Drew) immediately cut iiiin down.

Captain Drew then disabled another of the pirates, and, with the flat of his sword, driving

the other tlin > before him, occasionally hastening them with the point, he made them step

from the ves^^ , to tlu; wharf.

liy this tim(> f^ieutenant M'Cormack had boarded on the starboard bow, and it being .so

dark that he coiilil not recognize the men he found there, he asked them "if they were friends

or enemies !" One of them replied, " An enemy !" and immediately firing, shot him through

the left arm. LieiiliMiaiit M'CormacU instantly cut this man down ; several of the j)irates then

fired upon Lieuleiiant M'Cormack, and wounded him in live places; yet, in spite of this, he
efl'cctually disableil another of them, and then sinking from loss o( blood, the vessel was car-

ried, when Captain Drew immediately ordered a j)arty of his men to cut her oil".

It was, however, found that she was moored to the \\harf by chains from the bow and
quarter, which it rcijuired nearly fifteen minutes to unloose.

During this delay the American guard stationed at the inn above Fort Schlosser turned

out and commencetl firing upon the a.ssailants ; in consequence of this Lieutenant Elmsley,

IL N, heading a volunteer party of sixteen men, armed with nothing but their cutlasses,

advanced about thirty yards towards them, and, forming in line, they gallantly stood there to

protect the vessel against the American riflemen until the chain cables were cast otF.

The crews, now returning to their respective boats towed the vessel from the wharf, but

the current irrevocably drifting her towards the Falls of Niagara, Captain Drew, assisted by
one man, set her on tire, and, as soon as she was fairly towed into the stream, the assailants,

finding she was more than they could liold, let her go, and, giving her three IJritish cheers,

they rapidly pulled away for their own sliore, while the pirate steamer slowly glided towards

hiT doom !

A small light glowing within her suddenly burst from her hold, and in a few minutes the

guilty vessel, enveloped in Hames, was seen hurrying towards the rapids, down which she

nastily decended until, reaching the crest of the Great Horse-shoe Falls, over she went.

Your Lordship will imagine, better than it is possible to describe, the solemn iiiagniti-

cencc of tiiis spectacle ; yet it docs not exceed the moral picture exhibited at the capture of

the vessel.
«

The justness of the cause, the noble project "f tlie attack, the coolness with which it was
executed, and, lastly, the mercy that was shown by our brave fellows the moment the vessel

was their own, are naval characteristics which reflect honour on the British empire in general,

and on this noble province in particular.

I therefore feel it my duty to rc(|uest your Lordship to lay my humble testimony of the

merits of Ca|>t!iin Drew (whose intrepidity and generosity are beyond all })raisc) before the

Lords Commis iniKMs of the Admiralty, to whose liberal consideration I beg leave most ear-

nestly, but respectfully, to recommend him.

1 also feci it my duty to bring before their Lordship's especial consideration the case of

Lieutenant M'(\)rmacU, who is .still lying on his back completely disabled, and I much iear

that one of his five wounds will require the amputation of liis left arm.*
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This loss to a backwoodstrmn, upon vvliose manual labour his lamiiy is dopentlcntfor sup-

port, is irreparable ; and I t'cfl coiiHdont that her Mnjcsly's Government will consitler that, as

It is highly advantageous that the Q,iieen should be enabled lo call upon the retired nnval ofH-

eers in this province whenever their professional services on the lakes may suddenly be re-

?|uired, so it is not only just, but |)olilic, that, if disabled, they should not be allowed to suller

rom privations which might tend to deter others from Ibllowiug their noble and {)atriotic

example.

Although naval or military officers when called upon by their Government are in no way
responsible for the political consecpiences of the daring measures they are ordered to effect,

yet I cannot hel|) assuring your Lordship that the capture of the Caroline has been produc-

tive of the most benelicial consequences. Belbre it took place American "sympathy" for our

absconded traitors was unbridled and unchecked.

The state arsenals were openly i)lundere«1, subscriptions were openly collected, provisions

as well as munitions of war, were openly supplied ; and while her Majesty's Government it)

Upper Canada was subjected to enormous ex})enses, and while the unolf'ending inhabitants of

this province were kept in a state of painful anxiety, the inhabitants of the American frontier

were actually auiusiiig themselves at our suH'erings, and were even making parties of pleasure

tor the purpose of inspecting the pn-parations on Navy Island.

No sooner, however, was the Caroline inflames than a sudden excitement prevailed;

but it was the excitement of Jhir. The women fled from the villages on the coast—people

who had fancied themselves hcd-ridtic/i decamped—and the citizens of Butl'alo evinced the

greatest possible consternation for the safety ot their town.

Immense t xpenses were imnii-diately incurred by the Americans for the purpose of self-

defence, and, considering h iw much Upper C.inada had been obliged to expend on this

principle, I trust your I^ordship will admit that it was salutary, politic, and, above all, just, to

make our American allies participate in the lamentable consctjuences of their own perfidy

towards us.

Of course tliere were not wanting those who argued that the excitement produced by this

bold act ofjustice would irritate our assailants ; however, it may be observed that it is impos-

sible to make war palatable to one's enjmy, and that, indeed, it is not advisable it should

be so.

The result has now spi)ken for itself. The pirates have fled from Navy Island, their

plan of invading the Niagara frontier has been abandoned, and our allies, arrantly ashamed of

themselves, are now merely oui enemies from that odd principle in Imnian nature, which in-

variably makes men hate and envy those whom they have injured.

Our militia forces on the frontier have nearly all bciMi allowed to retire to their homes;
but, as the flotilla of boats re(piires to bo guarded, and as 1 think it highly advisable that some
officer of experience should watch the naval movements of the Americans, I htive directed

Captain Drew, by two orders, (copies of which are herewith enclosed,) to continue liis pen-

dant flying until I shall have had time to communicate to your Lordship.

As the expense of this precaution and observation will be very tiifling, I would .trongly

recommentl that it should be co':;itmed for at least a year ; for, as several vessels are now
building on the lake, it vvoi;id be prudent that we should have some one whose duty it is to

ascertain whether any s'^iipicious alteration is elFected in their structure.

Trusting that your Lordship will olTer to the Lords of the Admiralty my apology, in

case I shoidtl havt? given any orders they may see reason to disapprove of, and that you will

be so good as to la" before them Colonel M'Nab's recommendation in favour of Lieutenant

Elmsley, a mcr.', . of my Executive Council, to whose intrepidity I can myself bear testi-

monv,

I have, Sic.

(Signed) F. B. HEAD. *
To (lin Right IIoiiniiiiil)li> ilm Lnnn Gi.enelo.

In reading the foregoing despatch, as also ilie documents appended to it, the reader will,

i think, join with me in regretting that, although this was the first naval victory in her Majesty's

reign, my unc«'asing applications for the promotion of Captain Drew, and for a pension for

Lieut. M'Cormack, neither of whom I had ever seen before they captured the Caroline, have

bticn unavailing
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TonoNTo, 20th December, 1837.

Sir.

I am commanded hy the Lieutenant-Governor to inform you that, should you require

the assistance of nav.il olHcors of experience to recover possession for lier Majesty of Navy
Island, Ijia Excellency desires that you will call upon such naval officers in the province as

you may deein ])roper to select to aflord him their services, and that you will explain to

them that they will receive their full pay during the period they are thus pnblicly employed
by his Excellency in her Majesty's service.

I have, &c.

(Signed) J. M. STIIACHAN,
M. 8.

iloii Colonel MWab.

By me, Allan Napier M'Nab, Colonel Commanding her Majesty's Forces on the Niagara
Frontier.

By virtue of the power and authority vested in me, as the Colonel Commanding Her
Majesty's forces on this frontier, by his Excellency Sir Francis Bond Head, Baronet, &c. &c.
Lieutenant-Governor of the province of Upper Canada, in a despatch dated this twentieth

day of December instant, commanding me to call forth the services of such officers of her
Majesty's Royal Navy as may be necessary for the purpose of organizing an armed naval

force to co-operate with the troops under my command in the reduction of Navy Island.

I hereby anthorisc you to take upon yourself the charge and command of the naval

department, to act in conceit with me. You will organize such a force of armed vessels and
boats for a flotilla as will protect the landing, and transport one thousand men from the Cana-
dian shore to Navy Island.

You will also make such other arrangements as in your judgment you may think neces-

sarjP for the good of her Majesty's service, and for clTecting the object of the expedition. For
which this shall be your sufficient warrant.

Given under my hand at , this twentieth day of December, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven.

(Signed)

Commander Andrew Drew.

ALLAN MACNAB,
Col. Com.

Niagara Frontier,

CiiiPPKWA, January 17th, 1838.

Navy Island having been evacuated by the rebels, you will immediately proceed to lay

up the vessels and boats composing the flotilla under your command in safety for the winter.

You are hereby authorised to continue on the spot yourself until further orders, with
such a complement of naval officers and seamen as you may deem sufficient to take proper
care ofthe flotilla.

(Signed) F. B. HEAD.
Captain Drew, Cliippcwii.

Sir.

Toronto, February 4th, 1838.

You are hereby Commanded,—in addition to the duties .nlready pointed out to you,

of protecting tin; projterty of her Majesty lately employed in the Naval Department, and
placing the schooners and flotilla in a place of security,—to use your utmost endeavours to

procure such information of the movements of the rebels, or any other persons inimical to her

Majesty's Government, ns may conduce to the interest of her Majesty's service ; taking care,

however, to l)e extremely cautious and circumspect in the discharge of your duty ; to avoid

everything that could in'tht least degree compromise the dignity of her Majesty's Govern-
ment, or give just cause of complaint to the Government of any other country at peace with

Great Britain. You will report your movements to me, as also to the Lords Commissioners.
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of the Amiralty, aa often as occasion may reauire ; and you will continue your jicndant flying,

until I shall have had time to communicate these instructions to her Majesty's Principal Secre-

tary of State for the Colonies.

(Signed) F. B. HEAD.
Captain Drew, R. N.

Head Quarters,

CiiirPEWA, January 20th, 1838.

Sir,

I have the honour to enclose the report of Taptain Drew, R. N. commandi'^^ the Nav.-tl

Brigade on the Niagara River ; and tliu services of ihat force being no longer required, I have'

given them leave (with the exception of Captuin Drew) to return to ihoir homes. That

valuable officer will retain a sufficient immber of olhcers and men to dismantle the vessels and

lay them up.

The conduct of Captain Drew, and the volunteers under his command, has been most

ei^cient since they joined the service. Where all have so nobly done their duty, it may ap-

pear improper to mention the names of individuals who have signalized themselves while on

this station ; I cannot, however, refrain from meiilioning the names of Licuteiiiints M'Cormack

and Eimsley ; the former was dangerously wounded in gallantly boarding the Caroline, and

is still in the hosjntal ; the latter has been actively emiiloyed, almost day and night since lie

joined Captain Drew's S(]uadron , and I am auliiorised l)y Ca])tain Drew to say, that he has

received the most valuable services from that officer; and I do Lieut Eimsley but justice in

saying, that the dangerous nature ol the duty which was assigned to him brought him moro

under the fire of the enemy than any other under my command.
I have, tSic.

(Signed) ALLAN N. MACNAB,
Colonel Commanding M. ^ N. B.

I.ieui. Colonel SmACHAN,
Military Stcretarf.

No. 18.

Toronto, Upper Canada, 21st Feb. 1838.

My Lord :

I have the honour to inform your Lordship, that having consulted my Executive Couneil,

and the Speakers of the Legislative Council, and the House of Asseml)ly, I yesterday deter-

mined that on Tuesday, the 27th instant, I would prorogue the Provincial Parliament.

I feel confident that by doing .so I shall relieve Sir George Arthur (whose departure from

Englanci we have not yet heard of) from the very difficult and emb. issing situation in which

he would be placed, were he. on his arrival here as a stranger, to be suddenly called on to

assent or dissent from bills, on the j)olicy or imjiolicy of which he had no time to consider.

I feel confident, it is only fair to Sir George Arthur, that he should have a few months

leisure before he be called upon to meet the Legislature.

I may also inl'orm your Lordship, that in consequence of the disturbed slate of Lower
Canada, and of the United States, many of the members have felt it advisable to return to

their constituents, and that others are very desirous to do so.

I have, &c.

(Signed) F. B. HEAD.
The Right Huiioiiriiblo,

LORU Gi.ENBLO.

When, labouring in a distant country, one has been by public opinion unjustly reviled,

*!iere is something highly gratifying in that retributive justice with which in England, the

error is gcr;arously admitted, so soon as by the light of truth it is clearly per . ived.

This observation particularly alludes to the sentiments contained in the following speech,

which at the time it was promulgated were declared in England to be a libel on the Ameri-

cans ; and yet these sentiments have atlast nobly resounded, infinitely louder than I proclaimed

them, in both Houses of the Imperial Parliament.
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Honourable Gentlcmin of the Legislative Council: and.

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

Consi(l(jrinfi[ xhv circinnstiinces under which you were .'astily assembled, it is satisfuctory

to mo to olisorve tinit ymi have been crml)lod, iiolwitlistiuiding occasioiiiil anxiety from at-

tempted invasions ol'oiir (ronticr, fogi\e your delilierutc altcntioii to the public interest;-, and

to mature some valiialile measures.

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

I thank you lor the supplies which you have granted for the sup[)ort of the Civil Govern-

ment during tlu present year.

Honourable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen :

I regret to sny that there still exists, among a portion of the American pcojile, so strong

a desire to forces upon the free inhal>itants of this province repulilu;un institutions, that, with

scarcely an exception, every fiovernmcnt arsenal, from Lake Cliain|)lain to Lake Michigan,

has witiiin tiie Inst two months been iiroken open and plundered, to furnish arms for the inva-

sion of this portion of the British empire ; anil, however the circumstance may be explained,

it is certainly a remarkable fact, that all these robberies have been ellected without the sacri-

fice of a siiiijle hie, and without even the imprisonment of the person who is notoriously the

instigator of these acts.

The wrong which citizens of the neighbouring States have committed, by thus attempt-

ing to dictate to the inhabitants of Ujiper Canada the form of government under which they

arc henceforward to exist, will, as the assertion of a new theory, be condemned by the civilized

world as severely as in practice it has been repudiated by the people of this province.

What right, it will be calmly asked, have the inhabitaiits of one countrj', armed with the

artillery and weapons f)f their Government, to interfere with the political instit itions of another ?

What excuse, it will bo gravely considered, had citizens of the United States for invading the

territory of U[>per Canada ?

When our coloured population were informed that American citizens, sympathising with

their sulTerings, had taken violent possession of Navy Island, for the double object of liberating

them from the domination of British rule, and of im[)arting to ihcm the blessings of republican

institutions, based upon the principle that all men are born equal, did our coloured brethren

hail their approach ? No ! on the contrary, they hastened as volunteers in wagon-loads to the

Niagara frontier to ben; from me permission that, in the intended attack upon Navy Island,

they might be permitted to form the forlorn hope—in short they supplicated, that they might

be allowed to be foremost to defend the glorious institutions of Great Britain.

When the mild Aborigines of this Continent, who live among us uninjured and respected,

were informed that citizens of the United States, disregarding the wampum-belt which was
sacredly connecting them with Great Britain, had invaded our shores to sympathise with the

suflerings of the red tenants of the forest, and to odor thcrii American friendship instead of

the enmity of British rule, did our Indian brethren hail their approach 1 No, their chiefs and
warriors insfniitly painted their faces for' battle, and with rifles in their hands these free-born

dofer.ders of their virgin soil appeared before me with a solitary request, namely, that in case

of their <leath their wives and children might bo pensioned. The Six Nations Indians, the

Missisaguas, the Cliip|)ewa, the Ilurons and the Oitawas, spontaneously com{)eted with each

otliei in a determination to die, if necessary in defonding the British fiovorimient, under whose
parental proteclicn they and their fathers had been born.

When the Canadian farmers and yeomen of British origin were informed that citizens of

the United States sympathising with their sufTerincs, had in three instances taken forcible pos-

session of Her Majesty's territory, for the purj)ose of liberating them I'rom British domination

—

that, with this object in view, the American loaders had issued proclamations, promising to

eacVi liberator three lumdred acres of the best lands of Up[)cr Canada, with one hundred dol-

lars in silver,—that the American solf-stylcd General in command of the liberators had called

upon the citizens of Upper Canada " to free their land from tyranny"—to rally round the stan-

itandiird of liberty"—" to lay down their arms"—in which case, it was beneficently promised

to them that " their persons andproperti/ should be protected^ and that if they would "cease resis-

tance, all would be veil with them,"—did the Canadian inhabitants hail their approach ? No,

on the contrary, their brave and loyal militin, although totally deprived of the assistance of
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lior Majesty's regular troops, rose sirnultaiieoiialy, and, regardless of every private considera-

tion, wherever the invaders appeared, thoi sands ol' bayonets were seen hristling on our shore,

ready to receive tiiein. On the caslein, as well as on the western i'rontier, hut one feeling

prevailed,—it was a noble detonniniition on the part of {\cc men to conijiier or <lie in

defence of tlicir religion—their eon;;litulioii—their character—their families—;ind their farms;

yet, notwithstanding their excited feeling", when the American citizens, who, from an armed
schooner, had cruelly battered the town of Amiierstbiirg, fell into the hands of the brave mili-

tia of the Western District (in which not a siiigk; rel)el had been in arms,) did these prisoners

fall victims to popular fury, or were they even insidted ! No; the instant our invaders sur-

rendered to IJritish power, lh(>y exju-iienced lliat, mercy which adorns the I'ritish name,

—

their wounds were healed at our hospitai.-,—ami, lioiu the western extremity of L'pj)iM' Canada,

they were conducted unharmed through the province, safe umler the protecting icgis of our

laws !

When a band of rebels, defeated in liieir cruel object to reduce this enpital to ashes in

the depth of a (Janadian winter, were, idler the coullict at (iailow. Hill, brought to me as

[)risoners on the held—was any (Jistiticlion made between American-born and our other Canti-

dian subjects? No, all wen; released. ISefore liio assembleil militia of Hupcr (Janada all

wen* ecjually pardoned ; and though many of our br;ive men, smarting iindei icelings natural

.U the moment, eviilently ilisapproved of the decision, yc^t all bowed in obedience to the admin-
istrator of the laws, and, under the noble i:iilii','nce of ^Monarchcal (jovernmciit, they allowed

their assailants to pass uninjured thrcnigh their ranks.

When the gallant inhabitants of the provinces of New lirunswic's and Nova Scot'a recei-

ved intelligence that Ami-ricaii citizens IkuI conmienced an iiltempt to {vi>K llie IJritisii North
American Colonies "from the tiinninn of lirUixh rule," did they rejoice at the event f No; a

burst of loyalty resoundeil thrcjugh their lands, and a general <lesire to assist us was evinced.

If Upper Canada were merely a young, heallhy province, with no protection on the con-

tinent of America l>ut its character, its industry, and the agricultural diiliculties it has to con-

tend with— its filial attachment to its (jcjvernmciit

—

the l)ravery it has shoa'n in its defence

—

and the mercy it has ex ended to its caplurcl assailants, ought to be suilici<'nt to malic its

.lilgrcssors aslruned of their late attempt to force upon their neiglilxu's institufiims which they

"onscientionsly aail ime'iuivocaliy reject. But when it is considere(J tliat ('[ijjer Canatfa is

an integral portion of the British ecppirc, and tlnit the two countries are at this in(mient bound
oOgcther by a solemn trtjaty of peace, the faithless attack of citizens of the United States upon
'he province, after it had conijiletely (pu>lled a slight domestic; insurrection, will, if (lersiftccl in,

excite feelings among the gemrons nations of Europe, which wid add but little to the charac-

ter of re|)ublicau institutions ; for surely the smile of a nation should not be more dreaded than

it-s frown, or its extcmded hand be more fatal than its ujilifled arm.

When the facts just stated are clearly comprehended by intelligent men, how will the

American citizens, who ha\e so wantoidy attacked the British empire, lind it possible to

explain that the province of Upper C'anada recpjired them to interfere in its concerns ?

There are two facts which the American nation have not power to deny.

1st. That it is their interest as well as their duty to fulfil their treaties.

2nd. That if their people bo permitted to rob the United States arsenals in order to

invacle a friendly power, the lawless body will very .soon find out that it is easier to plunder

their own wealthy, defenceless citizens, than the |)oor, brave, well-armed people of Upper
Canada.

I liavc felt it to he the especial duty of the legislative station I hold, not only to protest

against the unprincipled invasion of this province by its allies, but to vindicate the inhabitants

iVoin the unreasonaiile acc-isatlon, which, without due inquiry, was made against them by the

foiieral Government of tlie Uiiited States, of having " assassinated" the crew of the Caroline.

The memoir of the attack which has just been made upon us, olFers a moral to the

inolher-country which 1 feel confident will create throughout the empire considerable sensa-

tion ; for, although the old country is not without its share of human misapprehension and

prejudice, |)articularly as regards its transatlantic possessions, yet, when facta are clearly sub-

mitted to it, its judgment is always sound, and its verdict nobly impartial.

The struggle on this continent between monarchy and democracy has been a problem

which Upper Canada has just solved.
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It has been very strongly argued, even in England, that democracy was tb only form of
gdvernrnent indigenous to tlie soil of America, and that monarchy was a power which required
here artilicial support.

With a viinv to subvert this theory, the whole of the Queen's troops were allowed to

retire from the province, ai il, tlio result, as had been anticipated, was, that the people of
Upper Cainuhi were no sooner loft uncontrolled than they proclaimed themselves in favour of

nionarchial insiitiitii)ns. S ii rotiiuhHl by temptations on almost every side, they indignantly

rcjcoted lh(Mn ail ; in a few hours they successltilly put down insurrection in their own land;

and when AiiK>iiciin citizcMis, astonished as well as disiippointed at their loyally, uetermincdto
/lira; them to liLVome Ii,cpnl)licaiis, people of all religions, and of all politics, rushed to the

frontier to die in dcleiicc oC llieir glorious constitution.

The conduct of the Militia of Ijpper Cantrla attracted the attention of the gallant and
loyal iidiabitants of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, whoso Legislatures have done them
selves, as well as this province, the honour of promptly expressing their un(jualilied approba-
tion of the attailinient wliicii has been evinced here to the British constitution.

VVh(>n these facts.shall arrive before the English people, and when they shall also have
taken into their eonsidi^ration tlic devoted and unalterable attachment which the British popu-
lation of Lower Canada have evinced for our revered institutions, surely they will come to

the conclusion liiat the concurrent opinions of her jAlajesty's North American Colonies, respect-

ing the relative advnnt.ajjos between monarchy and democracy in America, must be sounder
than their own can be, inasmuch as eye-witnesses judge more correctly than jicoplc can pos-

sibly do who arc living four thousand tniles off,
#

The people e.f England will, I trust, not fail to admire the calmness, the resolution, the

gonerosity, and the honourable subjection to their laws, which have distinguished the inhabi-

tants of Upper (Canada ; and on the other hand, they certainly cannot fail to observe that the

republican project of our English Reformers, namely, to make the pc^.ilc, bit by bit, respon-

.sible only to themselves, has ended, in America, by the Government of the United States con-

fessing its total iiiabilily to restrain the passions of its citizens, to guard its state arsenals, or to

niaititain its treaties with its oUle.^t and most natural ally.

Lastly, the British people will, I trust, observe with considerable alarm, that the leading

advocates for organic ciiangcs i:i our insitntions are cither at this moment lying in our gaols

as traitors, or, from having absconded, are sell-banished from the province ;—in short, that their

pretended edbrts to obtain in Upper Canada, what they caHcd " liberty for the people,"

has ended in a most infamous and self interested attempt to plunder private property, rob the

bunks, and burn to nshes the rising capital of their country !

With this experience before our eye.s, I must confess I join with the Legislature and
people of U[)per Can.-ida i'^ shuddering at the abused name ol " rcjann" just as we now recoil

with abhorrence wliei. we hear suddenly pronounced the wo d " sympathy^

As my successor is hourly expected here, I return to the molher-couii.ry as I left it,

tntally unconnected widi pirty or with politics ; but in retirement I shall remember the les-

ions which the people of Upper Canada have taught mc ; and I feel it my duty to declare,

lliat I leave the continent of America with my judgment perfectly convinced, tliat the inha-

bitants of Europe, Asia and Africa, are right in their opinion that all men are not by nature

wjual,—ihi t the assertion to the contrary in America s a fallacy,—and that talent, industry

and character, must elevate individuals, as they do nations, in the graduated scale of society.

May the resplendent genius of the British constitution ever continue to ill.iminate this

noble land, and, animated by its influence, may its inhabitants continue to be distinguished for

humility of demeanour—nobility of mind—fidelity to their allies—courage before their enemy
—mercy in victory—integrity in commerce—reverence for their rel gion—^-and, at all times,

and under all circumstances, implicit obeilienco to their laws.

Honourable (Jentlemen and Gentlemen,

Farewell !

Sir,

Toronto, 3rd March, 1838.

I have the honour to inform your Excellency that on the 22nd and 23rd ult. a body
of American citizens with arms and cannon, under the command of Mr. Van Ransallaor anil
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others (having previously broken open anil robbed llio United States arMenul nt Watertown,)

invaded and took possession of Hickory Island, n smull territory bcloii<>ii)g to her Majesty in

the St. Lawrence, about sixteen miles behtw Kingston.

I have also the honour to transmit to your Excellenry a ropy of a foininunii'ation I liavo

received from Colonel the Hon. John Maitland, conuiuuKJiiii^ her Majesty's forces on the

western frontier, bv which you will pcrc«Mve that on the 'Jruli vilt. a similar invasion of the

Queen's territory . oninnlted by a large body of American <ili/ens, who, fiom the province

of Michigan, with arms and cannon, invaded and took possession of Figliiing Island, a long

alip of land situated i)et.veen Sandwich and Aniherflburgh.

I beg leave to call your Excellency's particular attention to the two circumstances re-

marked u|)i>n by Colonel Maitland, namely, that the arms which our gallant men captured

from the peilidir)us invaders of our soil were luw I'nited States muskets, and that, when these

luffians were forcibly driven from our isi.ind, insleail of being captunul by the American
Authorities, they were allowed to form in line on the American Shore, from whence they

opened a (ire upon her Majesty's troop.s.

It only remains for me to apprize your Excellency that I have been informed, from

undoubted authority, that, with scarcely an exception, every one of the United State arsenals,

from Lake Champlain to Lake Michigan, have been broken open for tin; purpose of enablint'

American citizens to invade us; and it is an act of atrocity unrecord(>il in the history of civili-

sed nations, that Van Uenscllaer and M'Kenzie, who have instigated their followers to these

acts, remain to this moment nt liberty.

I have. tS:c. .t

F. B. HEAD.
Hii Ricellitncy Henry S. Fox. Kv\.

Upper Canada, Toronto, March Gth, 1838.

Mr Lord :

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of two messages which I have
addressed to the two Houses of the Provincial Parliament, 1st, on the subject of the destruc-

tion of the Caroline stcam-boat ; 2nd, on a communication which hxs been addressed to me
by Sir Colin Campbell, Lieutenant-Governor of Nova Scotia.

1 have, &c.

(Signed) F B. HEAD.
Tlic LoKii G1.KNK1.0.

Government House,

Toronto, March 6l\\, 1838.

Sir.

It is with sincere pleasure that I transmit to your Excellency resolutions from tlie Legis-

lative Council and House of Assembly, in reply to those forwarded to me in your Excellency's

obliging communication of the Gth January.

Besides the documents, I beg you will be so good as to convey to yo-ir Legislature, iny

thanks for the honour it has conferred upon me by connecting my name wiih the province of

New Brunswick, which, in her Majesty's North American Colonics, has always been so con-

spicuous for its loyalty, and lor its noble attachment to the principles of the British Constitu-

tion.

I have. Sec.

F. B. HEAD.
His Eiccllency .Mnjor GenernI

Sir John IlAitver, A. C. B.

Government House,

Toronto, March 8th, 1838.

Sir,

I request that your Excellency will do me the favour to transmit to the Legislative

Council of Nova Scotia my thanks for the honour it has conferred upon me by its resolution.*

dated 29th January last, conveyed to me in your Excellency's obliging communication of the

Gth of February.
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It givoM ine very great pleasure to be enabled further to request your Excellency to

transmit to the Legislative Council nC Nova Scotia the acc(itn|)aiiying resjiutions from the

Legislative Council unci House uf Aosembly of this province.

I have, &c.
F. 11. HEAD.

Mnjiir General Sir Colin Camvobll, dt-

No. 28.

Upjier Canada, Toronto, (Jlli March, 1838.

Mr Loiio,

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a co'>y of an address wliich was read

(o me this day, while seated ou the Throne, by the Sitcaker of the House uf Assembly.

I have, &c.
F. B. HEAD.

The LoRU Glbnblo.

Copy of the Speaker's Address

May it plgasb Your Excellency :

We, her Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Upper Canada,
have granted to our Sovereign Lady the dueen the supplies necessary to enable her Majesty

to carry ou the civil government of this province for the present year.

Upon looking liack upon the various important communications which have been made
by your Excelleruty to the House of Assembly during the piOitul session, we cannot but con-

gratulutc you and the country upon the firm and nobl»» attitude assumed I'V your Excellency

in ail those public documents which have emanated from j'our Excellency.

When we reflect upon the serious occurrences that have taken jjlaco in Upper Canada,
nnd upon its borders, witliin a few months past, and upon the distinguished pari tuken by your
Excellency to nminlaiti the honour and interests of our country during that short but eventful

period, we find e<)Mal cause of ijralalation. llebellion has been crushed, the attacks of perfi-

dious citizens of a (iireign power have been repelled, and peace reigns triumphant within the

bounds of your Excellency's govcrtmient. We trust that the provisions of the militia-law, to

which your Excellency lias just given the royal assent, may, under Divine Providence, con-

tribute to the preservation of this loyal portion of the British Empire from the uggression of

all enemies, whether foreijrn or domestic.

From the message of Your Excellency, transmitted to both Hoiises of the Legislature, we
have too much reason to believe that the present will be the last time we ever shall have

tlic honour of meeting your Excellency on an occasion like the present.

In the name of the ])eopIc of this province, I offer to your Excellency the expression of

ihcir deep regn.'t that your Excellency should have felt constrained to tender to her Majesty

your resignation of liie government of this province, which your Excellency has administered

with so much credit to yourself and advantage to the country.

The people of Upper Canada will ever retain a grateful recollection of the services of

your Excellency ; and they feel nssi:red your Excellency will meet with a due reward at the

hands of our youthful and beloved Queen.

It now only remains for me to present to your Excellency, for the royal assent, the Bill

10 [irovide for the civil government of this province for the current year.

No. 33.

Toronto, 14th March, 1838.

My Lord,

I have the hpnour to transmit to your Lordshi[) a copy of a despatch from Colonel the

Honourable John Mailland, commanding the forces in the western district, detailing the gal-

I
lant manner in which he marched against a large body of organised Americans, who had taken

poascssion of Point Pelfi Island, which they had invaded.
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Your LonUliip will pcnu-ivo lliat tlio American forco/clreDtul ns soon as ho advanced,

ntid, travcrsinu tlio islaiul, wliicli is nine niiie:) long, (jiiickur tliun it w.i.s possiltlc iur him to

follow them, tlu'y oami- in sight ol'iv coupir of com|)iiniys ol llm .'JvJnd K«!;>iinonr, unler the

command of Captain IJrown, whiih h.ul lu'cii purjuvsi'lv Hlalionod oti tlio ice, with a view lo

cut oH' their retreat to llio American shore.

The Americans, seciiiji this small party, dctcrinined to attack them with their whole

force, and, advancing; toward them, thoy avaiieil themselves of a (printity ol" limken ice, bchtrxl

which thev were, to a certain tiegree, protected, anil then opened their (ire.

In u short time about thirty of our hravo tnnn fell, and there en be no douht that in u few

minutes they must have heen all mowed down Ity the destructive lire of so many rillcs and

mu.skets, had not Captain Brown, with adminihle decision, ordered his men to charge.

The Republicans .ttood their ground until the monarchical troops arrived within about

twenty yards of thorn, when, uhaiidonii g their position, as also their principle that "all men
.ire born f7«rt/." ihcy (iecaiiipeil in tin.' greatest conltision, and reached the slunns and, had

they there rallied behind tin; trees, it would have lu-eii impossible for so small a party of men
to have d. dodged them; however, they continued to retreat, and were completely driven

from our island.

If your Lordship will l)e so good as to compare the date of this action with tlie attacks

that were made about the same day upon the province at Hickory Island, near Kingston, and

at I'antalbino, o|)[M>site Bull'alo, you will [)erceive that u simultaneous elibrt was made to gain

|)Q^ti<ision of Upper Canaila.

In all fpiarters it has been repulsed, and I am happy to .say that in no instance have our

faithless allies dared to attack the main land, their attempts ut concpicst iiaving only been
directed upon our own islands.

I have every reason to believe that this is the last cfFort which will bo made ; and I have

no doubt that its »>xpected snccPiss has been the reason why the Federal fiovernment at Wash-
ington have so unaccountably delayed to legislate on the subject of these unprincipled aggres-

Hion.<*.

Seeing that they can make no impres.^ion upon us, I fully expect they will now adopt mea-

sures which they should not have delayed.

I hear from every quarter that the excitement, or sympathy, in the United States is

rapidly subsidinir.

In tlje attack at Point Pele Island, the Americans not only lost their commanding officer,

but, the following day. General Sutherland, the author of the proclamations alluded to in mv
sjMjech on proroguing the Legislature, was, with his nid-de-camp. Captain Spencer, taken

prisoner, and, two days ago, they were brought here, through the province, under a guard
only of twelve men.

I immediately ordered Mr. Sutherland to be tried by a Court-martial, before which he

was vesterdav arraigned.

In the course of la.st night he managed to open veins in each arm and in each instep,

and this morning he was found nearly lifeless from the loss of blood ; in consequence of which,

the Court-martial has adjourned until Saturday.

I have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.
The Ri^ht Ilciiiour»b!e,

The Lono Olbnklo. ^e.

P. S.—I have this morning received, for the first time, intelligence of the departure from
England of Sir George Arthur, but I have not yet heard of his arrival at New York. I find

that Colonel Maitland's despatches are in the hands of the Judge Advocate of the Court'

martial, and I fear they can scarcely be copied in time for this mail.
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Otpy of the conj'etsion of the American General, Sutherland, made a few minutes be/ore hs at-

tempted nelf destruction.

GAHKiaoN, Toronto, 22nd March, 1838.

Sir,

In cornpliaiice with the wish cxp^e.^sc<^ by your Excellency, that I would reduce to

writing that part of the conveiHalion that I had with the prisoner, Thomas Jctlert>on Suther-
land, on the 13tli iuMiant, which related to the United States Government, I have the honour
to transmit, (or your Kxcellency'H iiifori utiun, the following statement, which, as nearly as I

cun recollect, is correct.

While visiting the prisoner, on the evening of the 13th, with the ofTicers of the guard, I was
requested by Sutherland to sit a short time and converse with him. Having ascertained that I

did not belong to the Militia, or was connected with the Court-martial then sitting for his trial, he
entered freely into conversation, bulchielly on the politics of the country, and stated his own
views, and, as he said, those of his Government, lor the line ol conduct lately pursued by th^m.

He said it was the aim of the United States to become a great naval nation j that they
could not be a military one, as a standing army of any force was not compatiiile with their

institu'-ions, and, instead of supporting the G nernment, would be first to cause its overthrow;
therefore their attention was directed to their navy, and their nic.uis of increasing it: the
greatest obstacle they had to contend against was the possession by Great Britain of the Cana-
das, from which she could, nt any moment, throw a large body of troops into their territory.

Ix was their determination, at all hazards, to obtain the Canadas as they had Texas, and then they

would have tfie sea-boardfrom the Gulfof Florida to the Northern Ocean.

I asked him, when he .said "they," did he mean the people of the United States, or the
Government? His answer was, that the people of the United States were the Government, and
the mllofthe peojtle was the law, by which their rulers must abide ; that in the acts of the Ameri-
cans in i'lvour of the insurrection in this province, and in the Proclamation of the President
and General Scott to put down the meetings and arm the Patriots, the Government had acted
with duplicity, for it was not their wish or their intention to suppress them ;

" In fact," said he,
" it is a piece of humbug on their part ; and, a.i a proofof it, I will now tell you that none of the

arsenals were robbul of the arms, but tlie doors were opened, and we were told to help ourselves."

This is all I remember which I consider material for your Excellency to be acquainted
with, and, trusting it may meet yith your approval,

,. _ I have the honour to be,
*

',

With great respect, ...

.,>,;., I Your obedient humble servant, .

,^

J'*- % (Signed) WILLIAM SPRING,
Lieutenant-Adjutant, 24th Regt.

Certified to be correct,

Gkorgb Sidingiiam,
->*!<'

T*'"; Assistant-Surgeon, 2ilh Regt.

(City of Toronto to wit.)

William Spring, Lieutenant and Adjutant of her Majesty's 24th Regiment, being duly

sworn upon the Evangelists, dcposeth and saith, that the tibove statement is just and true in

all its particulars.

(Signed) WILLIAM SPRING.
Sworn before me, this 23rd March, 1838.

Geokqb Gurnet,
Aid. andJ.P,

.a ' -,
•: . . . , . !ii:

No. 38.

Toronto, 17th March, 1838.

*A My Lord:

From the particular circumstances under which I bave been placed here, I have felt it

necessary to agitate the public mind more than was congenial to my habits, or perhaps, more
correctly speaking, to the station I hold.
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It is not my dosiro to defend tlie irreguliirity, wliicli I am sciiMilila ciin only he oxcuietl

by its success ; liiit, iiiiumiuli an tliu iiniin'Mity which 1 huvo |iur|i<)Hely endeavoured tocreaiu

in Upper Cuiuida nguinst re|)uhlican institutions niuy he cotmidere<l by her MnjeKty's Govern-
ment to amount to iin expression oi (>|>iiiion on my part in favour r>f actual hostility ngainitt

the United Slate*, I am anxious, hufore 1 leave the province, to explain to your Lordbhip that

I am very lur from ilesiring to reconuncnd any hucIi measure.

Although it luis hecn ahsolutely necessary that hy a species of ngitalion I shouM rally

around mo thu loyal and hravu nulitia of this [irovince, yet I can assun; vour LtudHhip I

have done so men !y on the defensive principle, and that nothing has hccii further from mv
intention than to do anything oHuutiivo to thu Americans or their (iovernincnt.

To all those in authority under me 1 have Btroiijily rcrornmcnded this eourco of pnwe-
dure, and 1 eiiclitsc to your Lordship a private letter (A) which I sonic time ago addressed tn

the Governor of the neiphlxiuring State ol New York, wliith will, I lielieve, satisfy jour I<ord-

ship, of the desire I evinced to co-operate with the American authorities in maintaining our

treaty inviolate.

I have not time, nor would it he perhn[)9 proper that 1 should now detail to her Majesty's

Government the many reasons which, in my hunilile oj)ini()n, exist agninst our declaring war
with the United States; hut on my arrival in Kiiglan<l, should it he desired, I would do so;

and it would certainly give me very great .satisfaction to he enaliled to coutriliuti^ towards un

object of so much importance to humanity in general, and to thu Uritish empire in particular.

I have, &c.

V. IJ. HEAD.
The Loiio Glbnklo, dec.

(Copy.)
(Letter referred to, A.)

Ilia Excellency W. L. Marci/, Efq. Governor of tlie State ofNew York

Tono.NTo, Docemher 27tli, 1S37.

Dkar Sir,

I have just received information that your Excellency ha.s taken the Irouhle to come to

Buffalo, for the purpose of preserving the peace which has so long happily existed between
Great Britain and the United States. '

This exertion on the part of your Excellency is, I can assun; you, diil}- apj)reciated bv
me, and it has induced mo to determine on crossing over to Niagairi to-morrow, from whence
I will proceed to Fort Erie, and will have the pU'asure of calling on your Excellency at Itufl'alo,

at any hour, and at any place in the city,* on Friday the 2!)th instant, wliicli your Excellency
maj be so kind as to appr)int, in a note addres.sed to me, to the caro of the oJlicer cuminandiug
the Canada Militia, at Chij)pewa

1 have, &c.

F. B. HEAD.

,•'1 ,''•)*•. •.%
•pV'».

,„* rPH»-

.. :*^*.%

Reply to the above.

Albanv, January 3rd, 1838.

Sir,

I have just received your letter of the 27th ultimo, directed to inc at BuH'alo, and for-

warded to this place. Your Excellency was misinformed as to my being at BuH'alo at the time

you addresseil me. Had I been there, I should have readily assented to the j)roposed inter-

view, in the hopes it might have led to some arrangement calculated to preserve the mutual
relations between the United States and her Britannic Majesty's provinces of Canada, and
quiet the ap])rcliensions of the iidiabitants on the frontier.

I have, &c. '

W. L. MARCY.
His Cicellency Siu Fhani'is Bond Head, i ..

Litutinant Guvernvr.

* This visit wuulJ liHve been atieiiJed wiiii snme liiile ri«l(, as the people of DufTilo were so highly excited, yel

I (bought they wuuld surely respect nie us the guest uf (heir owu Governor.
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A t llic titno I wrotu tlim iluii|iat('h trt tlu* Coloiiiul Oftict', niv rciifloim for recnmtncnding
thnt wu hIioiiIiI uvoiil i^oin^ t(i witr wiili AiiK^ricii routed on llwt y.imo groiitiilH nn the rrnHonii

which hull itii|iii'i!tl tiu; to ritcomiiiuml a inorul iiiitluuil of a niilitu;^ govurair.oiit of our Briliah

North Aiiioricuii iirovinccH.

Wht!ii till' Airrcriciins lirgnn to invadn ih, if her MnjcHty'ft Oovrrnnicnt had supported

mo in ciiliiily calling upon them, hel'orc the civili/cd world, to perl rtn tliu duty tliuy owod to

the hnniiMi (lini actor, and to tlio hiiniim laniily ,— il' ronionctraiici; nlior rornonstrnncn had
puhlicly liccn ndniitiisicrcd to thctii iinlil llio old niilions oi' Kiiropo hcijrnn to inolc nsknnco nt

them, to iiii»tnist llicir pioniisrs, and to recoil I'roni tlicir Iricnd > ; if, vviiilc this cheap moral
medicine ^ i'< vNorkini; iiH rllcct, every rohher inva<ling Upper i.'anada, under the protection

ui'no govc I rnent, and under no national lla;(. had lieeii, without exception, (|uickly hung, as,

by the laus ol nalioiM, oiraleH always liav«' het-n hung, there exist.t, I lielieve, no people on
curlh who would iiKU-e sensitively have it'lt their tlisreputahle .station, and who more nobly

and more promptly would have risen to rodeeni their naliunul character, thiin i\ns eiti/cnj of

the United Slates, who, like all men, however brave they may be, cannot long bear uit against

being eveiyw lure calmly looked d(»wn upon hi/ iiu:n cj honour.

If this Him|ile policy had been pursiunl, about two millions of money woidd have been
iinvcd, and tin; dillicullies of ndjuHtment, which have now (hidden though they ha) risen to an
alarming degree, would have been arre.sttnl. iiut what has been our course f

When 1 rahnly called shame upon the American people, it was said I was rashly ofTcnd-

Ing them. When tin* piiiitical steamer, th(> Caroline, chartered to curry oilensive weapons
and invaders to her \t;i)esty's island was gallantly captured, we were told we should involve

the country in war. ^Vhen robbers who had invaded Upper Canada to murder its people

became our prisoners, with uplifted eyes we were called u|)oii, in the name of mercy, not to

hurt them. WIn'ii the Indian warriors, painting their faces rose to defend their native terri-

tory ogainst people whose savage fury made them nnitilate with their bowit; knives tlic very

corpses of our ollicers, soldiers, and militia, it was preached to us, as from a tub, that Indian

warfare ought not to be allowed !

In short, with democracy attacking us in nil (juartcr.s, we were discouraged from defend-

ing ourselves either by word or deeil ; and, of course, uiider these circumstances, invincible

moral powisr was gradiniUy substituted by a costly military force, which is now hanging upon
the neck of the nation as the murk of its abject weakness, rather than as the proof of its

strength !

A country mny undeniably submit to bo insulted by its neighbouring government if it

chooses, but surely it cannot be denied thnt a civilized communitv has no right whatever lo

compromise the laws of nations, by <pii(!tly submitting to jjiracy, w liich it is the boundcn duty

of all men to unite in supjire.ssing. We have ncglectetl this iluty, and it now remains for us

to pay a disgraceful penalty which is yearly increasing in geometrical progression.

No. 44.

Upper Canada, Toronto, 20th March, 1S38.

My Loud,

I have the honour to enclose to your Lordship a printed copy of some addresses, &c.,

which have been presented lo mo in conscijucnce of my resignation of the government of this

province.

Injustice to myself, as well as with a view to satisfy your Lord.ship, I am desirous of
explaining that, on receiving your Lordship's despatch, informing me that iriy resignalion had
been aeee|)ted, and that my successor had been appointed, I at once determined to do every-

thing in my fiower Xo prevent my departure from this province embarrassing my successor or

the policy ol her Majesty's Coverimieut.

I accordingly, without loss of time, mentioned lo the Speaker of the Leuislative Council,

and the Attornev and Soliritor-fjenerals, who are members of the Lower House, it was my
anxious desire that no private consideratlon.s should induce the Legislature to forget for a

moment that we had an enemy on our frontier that could only be repelled by unanimity and
high feelings.

M 2 " \. _ .
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I made a similar communication to the Mayor of Toronto, wlio caino to inlorni me that

some of the niihlia had tlirowii down their arms ; and I can assure your Lordship that, whon-
ovcr I had un op|MH-tuiiity, 1 did ull in niy power to allay tlic slijjlit excitement which at iirst

appeared to prevail.

As soon as some addresses reached me, I iletermined that I would return hut one and
the same short answer to them all, and, accordiugly, 1 gave to the Consiiiutioiial Society of

duobec, and to various other puhlic bodies, the identical reply which! had yiveu to tlve blacks

ai)d Indians.

I have just declined to accef)t a public ilinnor in' my way through Montreal ;. I shall do
the same to a similar invitation which i see is in pre])uraliiin at duebec ; ami' if, on my arrival

in tiiat city, 1 should find it un.suft; for me even lo go by the Kt-nnebcc road to New York, and
should conse(piently proceed to Knghuid by IJalfux, in travelling thiough the provinces of

New liiunswick and Nova Scotia I sli.ill pur.-Mie a similar course.

As Sir George Arthur has, I am informed, alrcitdy reached Montreal, his arrival here ia

Hourly expected.

I therefore take this opportunity, which niny possibly be my Inst oflicial ilcspafch from
this Government, to assure your Lordship thai, in the opposition 1 have nilcrcd to the com-
iHands of her Majesty's Government, and in llio unreserved exf)ressi()n ol niy opinions, I hava
solely been guided by a sense of public duly, in defence of which 1 have iiolhing further to

say ; 1 hope, however, I shall not in vain recjuest your Lordship to feel .'issiircd that it was
never my intention to be disrespectful to your Lordship. If anything I have written hears

that construction, I bog. leave unefpiivocally to apologise for it.

I have the honour to be„i*tc.

F. B. HEAD. ;
'lllC LOKD GLENgLO, AUT..

c n A P T E R X I

.

Arrivnl in London.— Inlet view wiili llio Sccrot.iiy of Stulc.— Lcller to Lord Melboiirne,—Corre^jioiidl'iice niili ih«

Culuiiial Uflicc.

0« my arrival in London, I solicited an interview in Downing-strccI, with Her Majesty's

Secretary of Stale for the C(»l()nies, for the purpose of urging the clnuns upon Her Majesty's

Government of Colonel FitzGibl)on, who had conmiaiuled the attack of the rebels at Gallows
ilill—of Captain Drew, who had comniaiided llie successful attack oi' the Caroline—of Lieut
M'Cormack, who hail been wouiuh^d, and ilisabled there

—

;ind of the ^V'idow «)f ('olonel

Moodi.-, who had been cruelly murdered as he was gallantly bringing nic intelligoii((M)f the

apfiroach of the rebels.

Having performed these duties ol public gr;ititude for public services, I calmly com[»laiiied

to his Lordship of the want of due support from Iler Mnjesly's Goveriiinent on the most im-

Ttorlant occasions. What weie my feelings on this and other similar stihjccls will, however,

best lie explained by a letter which I subscMpKuitly addressed to Lord Ali'lbourne ; but before

I come to that, I feel bound injustice lo the Government to mention un (jtIior\vi>e insignificanl

aialier—namely, the pecuniary loss occasioned to lue by niy mission. 1 iiave already stat«>(l,

that out of X;5UU originally granted to me fir oiillil, i!23U had been retained for fees on my
commission, tiiid that the a])[)ointment ol my Aid-de-camp had been anir.iUed.

Suflice it to say, that Her Miijesty's Government have, with strict justice, recently . epaid

me the wholt! of my expetis«;s, iind that niy Ai<l-tli>-cainp was restored to me at T' route,

shout live months after his apjiointment had been suspended.

On more important points 1 have not (as the following letter will show) been quite so

Kirtgnate.

To Loud Melbourne.

J 'atford, Wanrid; Sept. 18, 1338.

My Lord,

During the session of Parliament I was unwilling to trouble Her Mnjcsty's Governmenf
with the following application for redress, which I trust will now receive from your Lordship

a patient consideration. •
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My Lord, without recapitulating in detail the various by-gone difficulties, which for more
than two years 1 encountered in administering the Cjovernmcnt of Upper Canada, 1 will merely

observe, tliut on my arrival in that province 1 founil myself not only bounded on the oiie aide

l)y Lower Canada on the eve of u revolt, and, on the other side, by the United Slates, whose
govornment, as well us people, were secretly using llieir influence to exterminate from the

continent of AnM;rica nKHiarchical institutions, but 1 titund myself exposed to, and opposed by,

nllepubiican House of Assembly, hoaded by Mr. Speaker Didaell, generally looked upon as

the bitter etieniy oi nioiuireby, the unliiing advocate of republican institutions, and the avowed
friend, as well us correspondent, of the traitor Fapineuu, the iSpeakcr of the House of Assem-
bly in ihc Lower Proviiiee.

Previous to my arrival in Upper Canada, Mr. Bidwell, and the overwhelming majority

who suitported him, had detcrinine«l to refuse to meet again in session until their revolution-

ary demands had been acceded to ; and there can be no doubt if Mr. Uidwell hud <lone this,

and, witlvHit given any reason, hail merely followed the exam[)lo of Mr. I'apineuu, and the

House of Assembly in the Lower Province, that the British (lovernnienf, eiidiarrassed by this

double revolt, and l>y the simultaneous demands of the I'resideut of the United iSlates respect-

ing the State of Maine, wouhl have found it almost inipossiple (even if they had wi.shed it) to

have persnailed the English House of Commons to have supi^u'ted tliem in the expense of

resisting what would have been vulgarly termed the utiaiiimous desire of the North American
Colonies for Uepublican institutioi>s; in short, (tie t'uHada» u\)uld Uavc been sui rendered by us;

and if the transatlantic barrier of the British Empire hud been thus broken, the torrent of

democracy, suddenly rushing upon the mollier-country, might almost have over-turned our

institutions at home. Fortunately, however, Mr. Bidwell and his party determined to go
through the form of meeting me in Provincial Parliament; nevertheless, the day it assembled

they endeavoured to pick u ipiarrel with me, and immediutely followed up this attempt by a
•cries of violent addresses to me, the revolutionary object of which could not be mistaken.

The published replies which I gave tothe.se addresses not only parried the attacks made
ttpon iiic, but struck a series of lisavy blows upon my assailants, who becoming angry in pro-

portion as they saw tlipmselves publicly discomfited, prevailed upon their accomplice Dr.

llolph, a member of my Executive Council, to require me to surrender to the said Council the

responsibility, power, and patronage which were ihe coiistitutional attr!but<;s of my station.

Until" this domanir was made I had, apparently, been gradually retreating before Mr.

Bidwell and the House of Assembly, but no sooner did I perceive that by supporting this

unjust <lcman<l of Dr. l{|ol[)h they had rashly encamped themselves with him upon a position

from which I fell nyself coripetent to drive them, than I determined on attacking them, and
accordingly, throwing off ah disguise, I refused tlicir demands, dissolved the Parliament, and
declaring myself on the continent of America, to be the uiicom()romising supporter of our

Monarchy, and the open opponent of democratic inslitutious, I threw myself upon the peoplo

of Upper Canada, iiiid appealing to their loyalty and good sense, I commenced a moral agita-

tion which drew upon Upper Canada the a^ st breathless altenlion not only of the whole of

our North American Colonies, but of the (Javernment and [leojile of the United Slates.

The excitement atf4>ndant irpon a general election aflorded me opportunities of address-

ini» the backwoodsmervoftlu? remotest regions of the province, in plain language, which, though

de.servedly open to di|>lomatic criticism, nevertheless circulattid in all ilirections. My writings,

faulty as they were, imparling to these luuu'st freeholders truths of which they had been kept

ignorant, not only dispelled the ilelnsioiis which ha<l been practised upon them, but made them
ono after another turn with indignation upon their betrayers.

During three months 1 maintained thi-i conflict with the eneinies of the British constitu-

tion, during which time Her Majesty's Govermnent (probably believiiig that 1 should not be

successful) deemed it politic to leave me unassisted to struggle with the storm. rhe cri.«is

at last arrivetl, and when the elections were terminated the result proved, that inexperienced

as I was in diplomatic controversies, I had not falselv estimated the power and majesty of a
jUst cause.

My anfagoiiist, Mr. Bidwell, wa:^ not only driven from the cfinir, but he was discarded

even from the House of Assembly ; in fact, lie lost his electi(Ui. Mr. M'Ki'ii/.ie, as well as all

the leading repidilican members, also lost' /'<*'//• electitms. Dr. l{ol[)irs insidious machinations

were totally discomfited, atid the imp<irtant result of the contest was tlu' moral lrium[)h on the

continent of America of monarchical institutions; indeed, so decided was the opinion of the

new Purltameut on the subject, that ono of the lirst acts of the House of Assembly wa.s, to ex.-.-

m

J-?:^; .'.v.V.^
•:

i •'•..''
.

-
vVs"^'

'.

^^V3-i

.'v.
'

, f..f.

t:^<
•'Vv'v- ,'v

'.Vi'i,.'..-

•

X<::. ^'^:^^;
^^-i M. •

t-H': •^•;->^.-.
' -%: '• '*;,'' •

,

>..,* • '?.}
l^-'^

^''
Vv^-V,

:-:..

f^'^'-".ri'; V

l:--:--
»•>;- •

i<' '. f

i''

^:^,-
'

'

i^<'.:.
_ .'»',, ,:

ft
f, ,i

' i.

k



140 Narrative, by Sir P. B. Head. [4th'Sess. 13th Pari. I 2nd\U

v;
'

-ii-'..

• ,.'»•

.-../;..i .-»

»< . •

: ; :3:.i'^

Iiquid;itirig wliiit tliry luiil piouiisi-il lo pay on (len)anil. Tli

voiiliil)lv altoiiduiit upon lluir poifoimtinc't; of tliis duty fell (I

press, in (he strongest terms, its indignation at a certain traitorous letter addressed by Mr.

PapinciHi lo Mr. IJidweil, which that gentleman, as his la.<if. act, hud at midnight, on the last

night of tlio session, managed, almost surreptiliou.4ly, to place upon the journals of the House.

The tranrpiillity wliiili w.is thus olituincd Wiis not the ciFect of mere moinentnry excite-

ment; on thu conliary, it was suddenly and unexpected'y tested l>y the simultaneous stop-

Eage of all the banks in the United Stj'tes, as well as in Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, and

few IJrniiswick. Upo" principles irreconciloahio with British commercial ii le^rity, the

whole of those institutions, though they had specie in their coHers, stopped paymei.t. The
hanks ol Upper Canada alone performed their engagements to tlie puMio creditor by honestly

The (Mlium and nnp(,,iiilarity una-

periormance ot tins duty leil (I believe unjustly) almost wholly

upon nie. Neveitheless, the iliscomliturc of the Jlepublicans was so complele that, in spiteof

the temporary unpopularity to which 1 have ailudecJ, and to which I was subjected liir nearly

a jcar, 1 wns cua!)led, when Mr. Papineau's insurrection in Lower Canada broke out, to graiit

to Lord (iDsford anil to Sir John Colborne the timely assistance ol' Her Majesty's troops from

the Upper Province; and moreover, when the v;ritiiigs of Mr. M'Kenzie and Mr Lidwell,

and the traitorous conduct of Dr. liolph, caused a sympathetic insurrection lo break out in

Upper Canada, 1 agait:. in a moment of unexampled ditlicnity, emphatically n])peale<l to the

good sense and <;ood feelings of the peopli-, and assuming the attitude which 1 l)umbly believed

to be best suited to the occasion, with folded arms I publicly waited the result.

Her Majesty's Government observing the danger by which I was evidently surrounded,

deemed it again politic to leave nie to my fate ; indeeil, in the Imperial Parliament it was
more than liinlod that I was over chivalrous—that my writings (my only means of defence)

were ei>'grammalic, and that the attitude 1 had publicly assiniied was the ellcct of a distem-

pered rather than of a serene mind. However, a ju3t cause triumphed—the peiiple of Uj)ner

Canada ag;iin most nolily responded to my call, and while people in England were accusing

me of ra.shness. the Canadian militia not only promptly suppresseil domestic iisiirreclion, but

iu every direction successfully repulsed the peo[ile oi the United States, \vho, apparently

encouraged by their Government, attempted to rush in upon and take possession of the Cana-
das. Lastly, Dr. ]lolph, Mr. M'Kenzie, and the whole of ilie leaders of tin? insurrection, ab-

sconded from the y)rovince; Mr. liidwell also prudently retired into the United States, where
he was received with open arms, and contrary to pr»»'jc:k'nt, rule, and, I believe, law, he was
raised, 2><''' i^nitum, to be advocate and attorney of the American bar.

My Lord, during the two years in which, as an inexj)erienced man, I was engaged in

the arduous struggle which I have just imperfectly described, Her Majesty's Government not

only cautiously rd>stained from the danger of Inking any share iu the difticulties I had to con-

tend with—tliey not only •abstained from giving me a(Ie(iuate support, but pursuing a policy

as inexplicable to me as it was to the Provincial Parliament, and to every man, '.)y whom I

was suppoitcil—they seemed determined to [)ull down my authority, and lo restOi-e to power
those whom, in a moral and almost a bloodless contest, I had defeated.

For instance, while I was publicly engaged in presence of the whole people of the North
Americau Colonies, in struggling against the demands of Dr. Rolph, and iiis bosom-friend,

Mr. Speaker Bidvvell, I received from Downing-strcet inlimntion that it might be advisable to

raise the former of these individuals to a place of high consecpiencc, and to elevate the latter

to the biMirli ; and as if this were not sulHcient to dishearten those who surrounded me, I was,

without being nlVered the power of juslifving mysell, pertm[)torily ordered to replace on the

licnch .Iiidm; llidout, who by the unanimous advice of my Council (the sister of one of whom
w:is mariiej lo his brother,) I had dismissed, because he conlitiued openly to attend and har-

ranguc the iiotorioiis Central Commiltee, because he had himself read to me an insulting

address, and because W\ bud violated all |)olilical decency by publ'cly declaring that I, the

Lieuttiiaiil-(i()veriiur of Upper (Janada, deserved to bo "tarred und fealhered," and that he

Judge I{i<loLit, " would lend a hand to do so." •

My Lord, my corrrspondence with Her Majesty's Government on these topics, teem with

facts and uiiciiut ov»;rl.ible evidence, show lug the vinlent jiolitical conduct during the whole of

their live*, of .Mr. IJidweil, ami of Mr. Hid-ul, who were considered by iny executive council,

(whom I repeat illy consulted,) by the Chief Justice, by the Auorney and Solicitor-General,

aiiii by the bar, as unlit sulijeets, on account of the violence of tlioir politics, for the honours

proposed to be bestowed upon them by Her Majesty's Governmeut.
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To these earnest remonstrances on my part, and though the Province was upon the eve

of a rebellion, Her Majesty's Government deemed it politic to re])ly by desiring me, at the

next vacancy, to elevate Mr. Bidwell to the bench, and the Government presisted, moreovfr

ill withiioldiiig its approbation of my dismissal of Mr. ilidout

!

iMy Lord, I belonged to no politic d party in England ; I haci propounded on the contin-

nnt of America no political doctrines c.s'cepf, as 1 have already conli.' iscd, unalterable nttacli-

iiiL-nt to monarchical institution.-!, and Lincoinjiromising opposition to democracy. I hud given

licr Majesty's Government no just cause fur oircnce, and liavinif, unfortunately, at their repeat-

ed solicitations, given up my perm luent situation (1 was the senior of the twenty assistant-

commissiorii.Ms) in the Poor Law Coininission, where, at least, I w:is serving to the satisfaction

of my employers, 1 had, so far as tl'.t privj.'e interests ofuiy family were concerned, made my-
self so coin|)lt'lcIy dspendcnt uponn:y station and salary olLieult'nanl-GtJvernor of Upper (Jan-

ada, theoutfit lor which had been very expensive, that I IkkI every reason to desire to retain

tliis api)oititmeiit, and no reason whatever to (juarrel with Iler Majesty's Government ; never-

theless, as soon as I found that Her Majesty's Government were really the o[)eu sujiportcrs

airainst me, of such men as Mr. IJidwell and Mr. Jlidout, without thi; slightest Ibeling, either

of petulance or anger, and, I hope, without the expressii>n of a sentiment of disres[)(!ct, I beg-

ged leave to retire from a most dangerous station, which, without the countenance of my
employers, I had not the ability to maintain ; in fiicf. Her Majesty's Government actually drove

ine from the held, and it is a singular fact, which your Lordshij) is aware is recorded in my
despatches, that only six ilays after the Government despatch, which announced to me that

my resignation was accepted, h.id left Downing Street, Dr. Uolpli, one of the individuals

rocommciided i'or elevation by the Coloiiial OIHce, actually arranged as the President of the

Repuhlican Provincial Government of Up[)er Canada, his murderous attack upon Toronto,

which \\ as attempted to be earrieil into etlect by Mr. M'Ken/.ie, upon whose flag, (the emblem
(if nrsi! :' robbery) when it fell into the hands of the loyal Militia of Upper Canada, was
found • ed in large letters

—

'Bidwell, and the Glorious Minority;

1837, and a good beginning!"

As soon as my retirement from the Government of Upper Canada was made known In

the Provincial legislature, (upon whose addresses I declined to give copies of the correspond-

ence with Her Alajesty's Govermnent, which leil to my resignation,) I received I'roni both

branches aildresses, containing ex[)ressions too complimentary for me to transcribe.

Not only from almost every town and district in Upper Canada, I received addresses of

;i similar nature, but the Legislatures, as well as people of Lower Canada, New Brunswick,

anil Nova Scotia, forwarded to me the most jiratifvina addresses, and, as .^ooii as it became
known, that in order to avoid the personal danger which awaited me in the United States, 1

had taken measures for embarking at Halifax, |)reparations were immediately mad" in Lower
Canada, as well as in New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, lor receiving me in the.- „'rovinres

with puhlie honours.

I need not sav. that under the peeular circumstances attendant upon my retirement, from

the loyal people of Upper Canada, it would have been not only highly gratifving but of essen-

tial sciricc to mc to have accepted from the whole of our North American Colonies (wlio. as

by-standers, had been eye-witnesses of my cmiduct) this public testimony of their su])i>ort

:

hut I felt it woiild be ol still greater atlvantage to me to demonstrate that my retirement from

the service of Her Majesty's Government had proceeded .-^olely from public princijile, and

that I had no factious desire either to embarrass my successor or the Govermnent under

which I lind served. I, accordingly, went through the United Slates to New York, and your

Lord.-ship is aware, that instead of this measure iieing appreciated by Her Majesty's Goverii-

nient, it was bv almost every member of it termed, "like my other acts, over-chivalrou'; afid

ranh.

Oil my arrival in England I was actuated by the same feelings, and, though the mer-

chants in the City of London, connected with the North American Colonies, insisted, in a

manner which I could not declmo, on I'aying me a most honourable comjiliment, yet neither

to them, nor even to my Iriends, did 1 divulge the cau.'ie of my return, or lay before them
copies of the correspondence with Her Majesty's Government, w Inch had led to my resigna-

tion. Neither directly nor indirectly did 1 either say. or write, to any man, one word,* which

could in anv wav cndiarrass Her Majesty's Government, ami conscious of the integrity ol
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niv own conduct, I slioukl, in ray retirement, have still submitted silently to the wrongs which

I conceive I have suH'ercd, had it not been (as 1 now jiroposo to show your Lordship, by a

document, and by evidence which is unanswerable) that Her Majesty's Government suddenly

turned round, and adopted as their own the very arguments, and the identical course of policy,

lor I'lc pursuance of which they had driven me I'rom the Government of Upper Canada.

The document to which I allude, and whicl) relates to the dismissal by Her Majesty's

'.iovcrnment of the Chief Jusnice of Newfoundland, is as follows :

—

(Copy.)

"At the Court of Buckingham Palace, the 5th day of July, 1838.

TRESENT

:

The Uueen's Most Excellent Majesty.

Lord Chancellor, Viscount Howick,

Lord President, Lord Holland,

Lord Steward, Loril Hill,

Earl of Albemarle, Lord Glenelg,

Earl of Minto. Sir J. Hobhouse,

Viscount Painicrston, Jdr. Chancellor of Exchequer.

WnnriEAS there was this day read at the Board, a report from the Kight Honourable tlic

Lords of the Committee of Privy Council, dated this day, in the words following, viz.

—

" In reporting to your Majesty upon the memorial, your Majesty has been pleased fo

rt-.i-r to us, from your Majesty's Commons of Newfoundland, in General Assembly convened,

\\c think it right in the first place to state, that we have not found anything to justily the terms

i'dojjted in the prayer of the mcmori;il 'that your Majesty would be j)leased to purify the Bench
of Justice in Newioundland, by the removal of the Chief Justice,' inasmuch as we have not

livnnd pjiy ground for imj)uting to the Chief Justice any corrupt motive or intentional devia-

l;o!i from his duty as a Judge ; and wc feel it is incumbent upon us to express disapprobation

;ii the language and conduct adopted towMrds the Cliiiif Justice, as being unjust towards him
personally, and inconsistent with che respect due to the high ollice he was filling.

" We regret, however, to be under the necessity of reporting that we huve found in some
"1 the tran^^a(•tions brought under our consiileration, fin much of iniiiscretion in 'he conduct of

till' Ciller Justice, thcU he haspermifted himsell' fo initrh to participate in the strovg: fceHn<2:s which
'spprar, inifortunatehf, to have hiflaenced the different parties in the colonies, (although we do not

find that kU judicial decisions have been affected thereby.) thai tee feel it our duty to state, that ire

thin/i it would he inexpedient that he should be continued in the office of ChiefJustice of Nevfound-
l.ind.

'• Her Majesty having taken the said report into consideration, was pleased, by and with

tliC advice of the Privy Council, to approve thereof, and of what is therein rccommenileil, ami
I 1 order, as is hereby ordered, that the Right Honourable Lord Glenelg, one of her Majesty's

J'rmcipal Secretaries of State, do signify to Chief Justice Boulton, her Majesty's pleasure

thcieon."

(Signed) " C. GREVILLE."

By the al)ove document it will appear, that almost immediately after my resignation was

ai copied, her Majesty's Goveriiment dismissed the Chief Justice of Newfoundland, an old and

laithlul servant of the Crown, for the identical* reasons which T had given to them in Upper
(auada, for having dismissed Mr. Ridout (who was merely the Judge of a district court,) and

I'M- not having elevated the Pelniplican ex-speaker Bidwell to the Bench.

In tli(.' case of the Chief Justice of Newfoundland (which was drawn up against him, anil

s)rnc(l l)y .Stephen Lu>liingtoi',t Daniel O'Connell.t and F. Fleming,) it apjtcars that the Privy

* I mi'iiii only iiiinliral in priiir.ipU, fm- in ilie dei^rie. iliere wus no compiirisnn. The Cliit-f Jiisiice of New-

("iiill iml is charj.eil only wiili liiiviic purlicipntea in siring |miiy_/tt7/'n^J| wlicmiis i'le parlies I iiiive dismissed wcrn

|ii 'M'll Id have used (lie most insiilling I iiigiiaj;r>, mid to li ivo otiiurwisu violenily opposed me.

' Mncc made Judge uT tlie Admiialiy ; 'lioiigli tie would not, I suppose, deny that "he pnnicipaii-s in slruiiK

I'
II U iVi'llliL's."

} Tn wlioin—though it will iiol, I suppose, be denied thai "he participates in strong party feelings"— il has bccii

M lU'd, 1111(1 not coniradicied, that iicr Majesty's Government oflTered successively two of iho highest stations on the

ln.,li Bciicli.
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Council reported that they hatl not found anytliing to justify the terms adopted in the memo-
rial of the Assembly of Newl'oundland—that they had not found any ground for imputing to

the Chief Justice any corrupt motive, or intentional deviation from his duty as a Judge; they
evou expressed their disaj)probution at the language and coniluct adopted towards the Chief
Justice, which they declared to be unjust towarils him j)crsonally, and inconsistent with the

respect due to the high office he was filling : and yet, in 9i)ite of the Chief Justice's admitted
innocence, and notwithstanding the declared guilt of iiis accusers, her Majesty's Government
deliberately dismisso.i this public servant, with no other e.\|)lanation, or no other reason, than

is contained in the following soutp.ice:—" We regret, however, to be under the necessity of

reporting that ^vo )iave found, in some of the transactions brought under our consideration, so

mucl' of i.idiscretioii in the conduct of the Chief Justice, and that he has permitted himself

so much to participate in the strong leelings which appear unfortunately to have influenced

the diflerent i)arties in the colony (altiiouoh we do not uno that his judicial decisions

HAVE BEEN AFFECTED therehv), that We feel it our duty to state that we think it will be inex-

pedient that he sliould be continued in tlie office of Chief Justice of Newfoundland."*

My Lord, agiiinst the policy of a minister, or against the policy of a government, it is, I

am aware, gcncrallv speaking, hopeless for an humble individual, like the Chief Justice of

Newfoundland, or like myself, to argue or complain ; for even if the individual should succeed
in proving ever so clearly, or ever so cleverly, the said policy to be bad, the minister is, I

admit, fully justified in abruiitly ending the discussion, by exclaiming, "Sic volo, sic jubec.

stet pro ratione voluntas,"' which mean"* "//« my policy." I

Your Lordship, therefore, or Her Majesty's Government, had full indulgence either to

say to the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, "We will not allow you even on the eve
of an insurrection in our colonies to remove a Judge from the bench of a District Court,

merely because he has taken a violent part in politics

—

merely because from having done so

the Executive Council, the Attorney and Solicitor-General, the Chief Justice, the Judges, and
the bar of Upper Canada, all united in approving of his dismissal

—

merely because he openly
and grossly insulted you by reailing to you, at the head of a Republican deputation, an imper-
tinent address—and merely because he publicly threatened 'to tar and feather' you. We,
moreover, insist that out of the whole population of Upper Canada, it i? advisable that you
should select and elevate to the Bench, her Majesty's bitterest opponent, because we do not

think he should be ilebarred from the exalted station merely because, during his whole life,

he has been (like his father before him) the unceasing advocate of Republican institutions

—

merely bciuse, by his speeches and by his writings, he has done more than any other man
in the Cauadas in bringing about the late revolt, which will cost the mother-country more
than two millions—and tnerely because he was the Sjieaker and loader of a House of Assembly,

which, previous to your dissolving it, offered you every possible insult."

On the other hand, \m\y Lordship (;;• Her Miijesty's Government had full indulgence to

say to the Chief Justice of Newfoundland, " Your motives have never been corrupt—you have

iic^r intentionally deviated from your duty as a judge—your judicial decisions have never

been ailcited by your political principles, nuT you have permitted yourself to jiarticipate in

the strong feelings which appear unfortunately to have inlhienced the dilTerent parties in the

colony of Newfoundland, and although in that colony there was not the slightest danger ol" a

revolt, yet we have considered the case brought against you before the Privy Council, by

Stephen Lushington, Daniel O'Conncll, and J. Fleming, and as it is our fixed policy that in

our North American co\on\cs the bench ofjustice sluillbe immaculate from and even unsuspected

of political bias

—

ice dismiss you"

Your Lordship and Her Majesty's Government cnioy (as I have already admitted) full

liberty to pursue one of the above two diametrically opposite courses of policj% and to give no

explanation to either coin[)lainant, except the Latin sentence I have <pioted ; but, my Lord,

I very respectfully submit that neither your Lordship, nor Her Majesty's Government, nor

ihe ])eople of England, nor any power on earth, ought even to desire to possess the right of

pursuing in the North American colonies b<)i}> of these policies at the same time; I mean of

saying that your law is and is not, that it is ri:^ht and that it is wrong; in short, that the

Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, and the Chief Justice of Newfoundland, shall be

c(]ually driven from the service of their sovereign, in order that the peo])le of the North

American colonies may learn that a Judge's interference with political party is no objection

whatever, and is an insuperable objection to his remaining on the bench.

*One orion hears nrcnndemiiniinn, with b reconimeiidntion in merry, but horu is an nrquitial, with a lerom-

meodatiou tj puiiishmeni!
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But taking leave of the case of the Chief Justice of NewfouncUnnd, I beg permission to

icmiiul your Lordship, that in the iiblo dcreiicc of Lord Durham, whicii her Mnjcsty's Gov-
ornnient lately made before I'ar!iaiii«Mit, your Lordship in the one honso, and Lord John

Russell in the other, strenuously maintained the identical doctrines, my support of which

induced her Majesty's Government, morally speaking, to drive me from the Ciovcrnment of

Upper Canada, it was not denied, (on the contrary, it was iidniitted most (Vankly by your

Lordship as well as by Loril John Jtussell) that Lord Durham had acted illegally, liut gener-

ously su|)p(U'ting the public servant in the' execution of iiis new and dillicull iluties, your

Lordshii)'s whole argument tended to prove that f^ord Durham's measures tftre jiistijint hi/

Tin; NKCKSSITV OF THE CASK, aiul "o strongly did her Majesty's (Jovermnent maintain this

|>rinciplo, that your Lordship not only assailed the whole pi-ol'ession of the law, iis well as

the fjiiiiibles by which lawyers tnaintain the smallest ]u-ivale riyht against the public safety,

but your Lordship very truly tulded, "that the noble Earl (Durham) woukl be most seriously

injured even by the discussion—that lOKpu'stionably his authority would be; much weakened
by it— ;ni(l that it would be fir better iiu* their Lordshi|)s to move !in addicts to the Crown
to recal' him at once, than to weaken and impair his authority: in short, tluil lo eonli.T powers
on an individual, and not to give him conlidence lor the exercise oi' them, was only laying a

trap l()r him, or something like it."

A Bill of Indemnitv, which (;\entually passed through both Houses of tiic Imperial I'ar-

liament, was pro[iosed and acceded to, on the principle urged by !lie (iovcrnment, that his

Lorilsliip rvas deserving of protection, because his measures (though :llegal) urre jinytijiid hi/

the lacess'tti/ of the case.

Now, if my correspondence with her Majesty's Government, which led to my res'gnntion.

were to be refeired to, it would at once apjiear, that the leascui, cause, or del'ence, I olii'red

to her Alajesty's Government, for not replacing Judge IJidout, and for refusing to elevate, on
the eve of a i-evolt, the «.-x-s[ieaker IJidwell to the bench, was llic ?irce.i.si/i/ of the case. A
necessity, I humbly suiunit, infinitely heavier than Lord Durham's necessity, in.asmuch, as his

Lorildiip did not arrive in the Canadas until the rebels in both Provinces had been defeated

—

until the American forces had been successfully repulsed in every attempt they had made to

invade and possess themselves of Uj)per Canada

—

until Papineau, 15idwell, l{ol[ih, ^I'Kcnzic,

and the whole nest of Conspirators who had offered i-'oOO for my a()prehensi()n, had absconded
from the Piovince—in short, until "the hurly-burly was done, and the battle lo-<t aiul won;"
nevertheless, though n)y neces.-^ity w.-is as sn|)erior to Lord Durham's, as in rank, station,

education, and diplomat ic experience, I wa.s his Lordship's inferior—and although, after all,

there was nothing illegal in my dismissing a Judae for the very reascui for which her Majesty's

Government dismissed a Chief Justiri-—yet her Mnjestv's Government voted for an Act of

Parliament to indemnify liord Dnrliatn, and publicly reversed and discountenanced my
Act, which was identical with their own!

Iler Majesty's Government have, it cannot be denied, full power to direct in the North
American Colonics whatever [lolicy they m.ay think ])ropcr: but I again respectfidly main-
tain, that they cannot carry on two conflicting policies at the same time, by declaring that in

Lower Canada an illegal act ouuht to he, and that in I'ppcr Canada, it cannot he justified by
necessity.

^^ itlioul any wish to ollend, or even to upbraid Her Majesty's Government, I beg leave

to stale to your Lordship, that I feel very dee[)ly, it would have been better (to use your Lord-
shijj's own words) for Her Majesty's Government to have recalled mo at once from the gov-

ernment of Upper Canada, than to have weakened, impaired, and undermined my authority,

until it fell prostrate to the ground—that by having cerift'rrcd powers on me, without giving

UK' confidence for the exercise of them. Her AFajesty's Government laid a traj) for me, from
whicli it was impracticable f()r rnc to escape—that Her Majesty's Government acted, there-

fore, unjustly towards me, in removing mc from a j)ermanent ap[)ointment, to one which almost

immediately they made it impossible for mc to nuiintain; and lastly, that leaving my own
intert.'sts and feelings completely out of the (juestion, it is ax disheartening to the loi/nl jiopulatinn

of Her Majt.ifi/s Xorth American Colonies, as it is encouraging to their repiihlicun oji/mnents, to

observe, that while Lord Gosford, (who was obliged by Her Majesty's Government to try

the fatid experiment of conciliating the republicans,) has been, T rejoice to observe, most
gr.iciously received and rewarded by his Sovereign, I, who returned to E.igland simultaneously
with his Lordship, have not. by a single audience, been even honoured by an opportunity of

most humbly assuring Her M.-ijesty of the loyalty of the people of Upper Canaila—of their

devotional attachment to the British throne—of their admiration of the British Constitution
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and of their unaltcrahlc iletcstation of those republican principles, which have created before

their eyes on the Continent of America a vulgar mob-tyranny, under which neither life nor
property are secure.

My Lord, I do not erpect that your Lordship can find time even to consider the few
arguments wliicli ar con ::ncd in this communicalifjn, and which I assure your Lordship
explains but a part of the wrongs which I consider I have received from Her Majesty's Gov-
ernment, but 1 trust that your Lordship, taking into consideration how unwilling I have been
factiously to embarrass Her Majesty's Govermncnt, and how patiently I have waited lor redress,

will pause bel'oro you refuse the recpiest which 1 now respectfully make to your Lordship,

vvhicli is, that your Lordship would bo pleased to allow me, eitlior before the I'rivy Council

—

iinibro the Judicial Committee thireol'—or before a Conunitlee of such members of the

(Jovernment as it may be deemed by it advisable to select, an opportunity of convmcingyour
Lordship by their report, that Her Alajesty's Government has unjustiliably wronged me.

If it should be rcfjortcd to your Lordship th;it I had faih^d in substantiating this allega-

tion, your Lordship would have the satisfaction of rctlectiiig, that you had granted to me the

opportunity I had demanded, if, on the other hand, 1 shimid succeed in sul)stantiating my
accus.ation, my opiniou of your Lo'-dsl.'p leads me to believe, that your Lordship would rejoice,

rather than rjgret, that a truth which allt^cted the character of your Lordship's administration

was no longer coiicealei' from your knowledge.

I have the honour to be.

My Lord,

Your Lordship's most obedient

Humble Servant,

(Signed) F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Viicouni Miu.iu)i;rne, «.Vo. &.c.

In reply to this communication. Lord Melbourne, in a note marked "Private," declined

to accede to the requests I had made.
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CHAPTER XIII.

A few Oliscivmic)' » mi ilirci- di- fmir l'iinij!iii|i|is ill iliu " Ri'|ii)it on tin; .MTiiirs ol' ItiiiMi Norili Aincricii, from ilic

Em I of DiirlMii), Hit Miij''»;y's High Cuiniiiissioiier, &c. ice. &.c."

—

(I'lesfiildil by Her MiiJHSiy's roinmiiiul to

lioili llciiiscs if I'iirliiiiiifiii.)

It has been .str(!iiiiously urged against Lord Durham, that his Lordship, in reporting "on
the allairs of I$iitisli North America," was not justiKed in assailing my by-gone policy and
conduct. If his L<)nlslii[)'s attention had by Her Majesty been merely ilirected to the admin-

istration of the govermncnt of Lower Canada, his public censure on my ccuiduct woulil ccr-

tainlv, to say the least, have been unnecessary ; but ns his Lorilsliip's mission had in view

the much higher object of adjusting what is coii..nonly termed the disordered state of our

North American provinces, it stiiely camiot, by any unprijudiced man, be denied, that Lord
Durhani could not safely legislate for the future tense of life without not only attentively

observing the present, but without also calmly reflecting on the past; for it is by the orotru-

(iing masts of vessels wiiieh have sunk that the cautious mariner first learns to avoid the lidden

rocks upon which they ha\c foundered.

I conceive, therefore, that Lord Durham was not only perfectly justified, but that his

Lortlship performed no more than his <luty in investigating the policy which, as Lieutenant-

Governor of lJp[ier Canada, I had [jursued, and in reporting to Her Majesty, perfectly regard-

less of my feelings, whatever might be his opiniou on the subject; and I must go still further

and .say, that however captivated a public man may be with his own conduct, he has no right

even to feel oHended at tlie honest disapprobation of it, which a superior officer, in the per-

lonnance of a |)aiiii"ul and artluous duty may feel it necessary to pronounce.

But though I claim this freedom of action for Lord Durham, I submit that there existed

in his commission no clause authorizing his Lordship to rebuke any one by incorrect assertion.
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As the tie which once connected me with Ui>per Canada has been severed, it is not my
duty, it is not my incHnation, nor do the present hmit.s permit of my c[ilying to all the alle-

gations against tlie Legislature and the people of Upper Canada, wiiich are contained in his

Lord$hi[)s report. I propose only to make a few ohscirvatioiis on those three or four para-

graphs which are especially directed against myself, and on one or two others of a more general

nature.

1. "Proceedings of Sir Francis Head"

This paragraph coninieuces by reporting to Her Majesty, as follows :

—

"Such was the state of parties when Sir Francis ITc;id, on a-osuniiuf; the governrnciit nl

the colony, dismissed from the Executive C-ouucil some of the nicuiliors who vvcrc iii()>.|

obnoxious to the House of Asseiubl\, and roijuested three individuals to siucecd tliein."

This stiitemcnt is, I beg to say wilhuul olll-uce, exactly a revci-siou of the truth, wliicii

w;is (vidi' my despatch, No. 0, page .^(i), that the three individuals, uatncd by I<urd Durliiitn,

re(piesfcd vie to dismiss " tin? members who were most obnoxious to the ] louse of Assembiv,"

that I resolutely n'/'usrd Ut dismiss them, uiid that acconlinyly they were /if>f dismissed.

Lord Durham's Report, after truly narrating that I afterwards ad</ed three reformers in

the Council, re[)orts to Her Mnjesty that

—

'• Among the first acis of the Governor, r//?r/- ///t' rt/7'fl/w/wf«/ of this Council, was. Iiow-

e\er, the nomination to some vacant oiKces of individuals, who were taken Irorn the c/rt ofVaJal

jiarty, and this without any communication with his Council. These appointments wei -

attacked by the House of .Assembly, and the new Council, linding thiil their ojiinion was never
asked upon these or other matters, and that they were seemingly to be kept in ignorance of

all those public measures which popidar opinion, nevertheless, atlribuled to their advice.

remonsiruled pricaleli/ on the subject with the CJovernor. Sir Francis desired them to make a
formal representation to him on the subject ; they did so. and this produced such a re|)ly from
him, as left them no choice but to resign. The occasion of the diiferences, «liich had caused
the resignation, was made the subject of communication between the (iovernor and the

Assembly, so that the whole community were informed of the grounds of the dispute."

The wliob' of the above is a tissue of unintentional errors. The unpopular op, 'ointment

to which Lord Uurham, in the ])lural number, has jdluded, was in favour of jt neir settler ; it

had been made by me not only hi/ the advice, but solely at the sugyeslioii of the Ic.adini;

member of my old Council, before the three reformers were adiled to it.

The new Council, who were only in my service a fortnight, jierer once remonstrated with

with me on that or on any subject till I oflicially received their public document, which (vide

my despatch. No. I-'j, page 7"2), emanated entirely from theniselve-s, without mi/ hiowledae or

suggestion. Lastly, the communication from the House (which is before the reatJer—sec

page G(j) was from the Assembly to me, and not from me to it.

Lord Durham's Report to the Queen, ]iroceeds as follows :—

" The contest which appeared to be thus commenced on the question of the res/ionsihiliti/

of the Executive Council, was realli/ decided on r-iri/ dijferent grounds. Sir V. Hciiil, who
ap])ears to have thought that the maintenancfi •

' connexion with Great Britain depended
upon his triumph over the majority of the A.sst ombarked in the contest, with a deter-

mination to use every inrtuencc in his power, ii 'i.'r to bring it to a successful issue. He
succeeded, in I'act, in putting the issue in such :> ugh' before the province, that a great portiim

of the pcijple really "magined that they were called upon to decide the question of separ.ation

by their votes."

The following extracts from my rc])lies to the Atldresses I received from 28,188 people,

before the elections took jilace, will, 1 trust, without a comment, clearly show whether or not

Lord Durham was perfectly justilied in reporting to Her Majest}-, that in order to gain the

elections, I had placed the subject of dispute before the inhabitants of the province disingenu-

ouslv.



3th ParL

it is not my
all tlio tilie-

itained in liis

r four |)ara-

rnorc general

jvcnimenl ni

) vvcro most

tiinn."

triitli, wliicii

onl Diiiliarn,

)(' Asscnililv,

"

nissL'd.

rpforniers in

11, WilS, liow-

Jiu Ota ofVicial

itiiieiits wei '

ion ivns never

ignoranc'o ot

tlieir iiilvicf.

in to make a

a. reply Irom

'h iiiul caused

rnor and tlie

pule."

a|>|>ointment

I'W stftirr ; it.

f the IradiiiL.'

nstrated wiili

, which (vick

hiow/K/ae or

reader—see

rr.s/io)i.ii/)'i/ih/

\ Head, who
lin deiu-nded

villi a detcr-

j1 issue. He
great portion

of separation

8,188 people.

Iietlier or not

r to uain the

ice disini-enii-

No. 1.

Extract from " Rfphj to the Adflress of the Inhabitants of the District ofJuhnstoicn,"

Iikntlemkn:

1 need hardly say, that it aHTordfi nie consolation to observe from your address, that the

veonianry and farmers ol' Upper Canada, instead ftl' allowing other people to think for them,

have been at last driven to the necessity oljudging (or diemsclvcs of the serious events which

have lately passeil belore their eyes.

In tlic rnolher-conntry 1 liave invariably found, that wlicn tlie yeomanry are once aroused

from their letluirgy, in which they are too apt to remain, iheir sturdy opinion forms one ot

the most correct verdicts in the land, and conlitletitly believing that such will prove to be the

ruse in this province, I beg to ask those yeomen and farmers of the Johnstown district, whose

names are subscribed to the documents I have just received, the li>lIowing plain questions:

—

What necessity has there been for this general disturbance throughout Upper Canada
nhoiit (I responsihli: Exicirtire Ciovcrnment

!

Have 1 no* evidently, to the best of my ability, endeavoured cabnly to explain, not only

to the Legislature, but to tlie inhabitants of this jirovince, my reasons for declining to surren-

der to my late Executive Counci' that power and patronage which is the prerogative of tlie

(,'rown?

Has the language, which so unnecessarily has assailed mc, diverted uic from my declared

determination to govern amf be governed by reason ?

Have I once rebuked it by an intemiierate expression ?

While I was resolutely defending your constitution, wliicli is the sacred charter of your
freodiim. did I not repeatedly declare that, in case I was wrong, there existed, above us all.

a hiiili tribunal, to whiih I was ever ready to bow?

Why, I ask, was not that olTcr accepted ?

What necessity was there for my opponents to promulgate, during the discussion, that

their grand object was "To stop the supplies?"

What was the use of paralyzing the country by so cruel a remedy ?

Did they think that despair and poverty could explain what reason and argument had
failed to substantiate ?

Can any three professional gentlemen ;;! iOionlo, intently occu[)ied in their own pettj-

interests, presume to offer to Upper Canada the powerful protection, and parental assistance

which our Sovereign can bestow upon this young growing country ?

Is th<; loyalty of tliis portion of the British Empire to bow before a self-constituted trium-

rlrate, merely because it declares that no responsibility is trust-worthy but its own ?

(ienllemen, I have no reply to oH'er to these questions, but commit them to your own
calm judgment and good sense.

No. 2.

Extractfrom " Jicji/i/ to the Address of the Mai/or and Common Council of the Cit>/ of Toronto^

The const itution of this province is the sacred charter of the hind ; and it is no less my duly

than the interest of its inhabitants that I should firmly maintain it, as I ever will, inviolate.

If that charter constitutes a "Provincial Miniscrij" it need only be shown to me to be

secured; but I deliberately repeat, that it contains the creation of no such a power, and in

my opinion, were it to be now created, it would bo productive of the most vicious effects; for

if the jiower and patronage of the Crown were to be delivered over to a tribunal tiworn to

secrecy, they would very .soon fall into the hands of a few metropolitan families, who might
possibly promote their own views to the rejection of the interests of the distant counties;

whereas, while thes^powers continued invested in the individual appointed by His Majesty
to be the Lieutenant-Governor of this province, he (being a stranger) can have neither interest

nor inducement to abuse them.
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No. 3.

Extractfrom " Rcpl'i to the Address of the inhahifiints of tfii> City of Turontu."

1 have no wish to ileiiy "tliiit in llio IJrilisli cnnslitiilidn tlio Kinj,' is ussuhU'cI in ;ill ilic

alViiirs of ttovcriiiniMit Ik llu^ advic* <if' Uiiowii and irs|ioiisil)lc (•(tuncillors ami oHicers who
possess the conlidiMU'c of lilt! people, and wlio loi-rn His Maji-sty's Caliiiict." Jlui Colonel

Siiiicoi', wlio, yon yoursclviM stat(>, "was antlioiiscd uiidoulitcilly hy His Majoty's Gt)vcni-

iiii'iit to diudaro tollis I'aitlil'nl snlijocts in tins province tin; nalnio ot tlio Conslitulion," craitid

iHi "iirh aihiiir/, nor diii/ ciilihicf (it nil ; and IVoiii liis diiy, down to tlio prcsont lionr, tliero lias

iicvr cxistt'd any ministry in tlio colony except liio (iovernor, who is hiinseH'tlie responsihlo

minister of the C'ruwn.

* * « • • «

Tiie yeomen and iiidu^trions classes oj" l'p|)er Canacfii sliouitt never jillow a single letter

Id !M' siihtracled from or added to the yii'iit charter ol llu"ir lihertii's; for ilOiice tliey permit

it to 1)0 muliialed, or wli;it miiv In.' termeil linjinirdl, they and their children lieconie instaiillv

liahlc to find themselves suddenly de|)riv(>d of tlu'ir property, and, .what is hotter than all

oropcrty, of their ."fodoni and independence.

lly this Act yon areoffonrsc aware, (lint a Honse of Assembly, a Legislative Council,

aiul a Lieiiteiiiint (Jovernor are appointed; hut it crcntrs no Executive CoiincU ; and if jieojil,

fell 1/0)1 tliiit it docs, read the Act, and you will see the contrary.

No. 4.

" Reply to the Address of the Inhabitants of the County of Hastings."

(it.NTI.EMEN :

In return for the Address which I have just, leceiveil from you, I a.ssui^ you that I will

continue iirnily to uphokl and support llio hest interests of your ngricnlturi.sts, and of your
province, and that never will 1 allow eithei- the (Jiio or the otiier to be placed under the irre-

>ponsible dotninalicni of « Toronto Ministry.

Ko. 0.

Extract from " Rcj'ly to the Address of the Grand Jury of the Home District."

If that noble charter had not existed, there can be no doubt but that the representative

ol ills Majesty would have been o\ercoine, and that the inhabitants of I'ppcr Canada would
nf)\'. be under the ignominious tyriinny of« secret i/ielro/iolifan "Cabinet ;" but your ecnistitii-

tioi; h;is provi.'d to be inipregnable, and (it this moment no people bewail lln? fact more keenlv
those who have lately been nearly crushed in lln-ir enilca\ours to undermine it.tt:a

No. 6.

i.i'ftit from • liij'/y to the Address of the Inhabitants of the Town and Township of Kingston."

Il ihcrel'iire only remains for me to beg you to assure them I feel most deeply the conli-

liM.ce they r<'pose in me; and that so long as 1 shall remain His .M.-ijesty's rei>resentali\e in

till.- province, I will iic\er allow ihcin to be nficonstilnlion:dly subjected to the arbitruni

I )i>''iiiilion of an irrcsjmnsible, .secret, and self-constituted " Cabinet."

« No. 7.

Extractfrom " Ji'ejily to the Address of the Inhabitants of the District of Cttaica."

The fals(;st reports ;irc daily invented, and at great exj ctiio are circulated till over the

]iro\ince. in order if possible still to delude and agitate the pnl-lic mind; lor instance, it has

iieei; stated that I wish to establish tithes—that 1 am concocting plans for making the people

of I'pper Canada .slaves, &c. Si.c. etc.

fieiilleincn, my plai;s and [)rojects are all contained tind published in the instructions

wliii'li 1 received from the King. They desire me to correct, without partiality, the griev-

ances ol' this country ; and it is because the agitator.s sec I am detertHin&i to do so that they

are endeavouring to obstruct me by every artifice in their power. They declare me to be

tlteir enemy, and the truth is, / reallj/ am.
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Ab her Majeoty's Government were in ))0»Heiwion of printed copies of all these replies,

they surely ought at least to have produced them in my defence when they submitted, by

command of the Queen, to both Houses of Parliament, Lord Durham's charge against me,

that I had gained the elections disingenuously.

Lord Durham, in informing her Majc-tty what the feelings of the peopleof Upper Canada
wore f'tuous to these elections in 1836, states

—

" Above all, not only thoy, but a grout many others, hiid marked with envy the stupendous

public works which were nt that period producmg their ciluct, in the almost marvellous growth

of the wealth und population of tho neighbouring state of New York."

Far from ciitertaininn; theso feelings o{ envy, the people of Upper Canada rejected at the

elections seven out of the thirlc'cn American members who had previously sat in the House of

Assembly ; and tho whole result of iho content, as well '-.a the rcjjcated defeats which the

xVmcricun sympathisers have sufl'cred during the last two winters, have proved how cordially I

wa* supported in the" assertion I had openly made, " (hut the peojiie of L^fper Canada iktest

ilcinocracy."

Lord Durham thus proceeds to inform tho Ciueen ;

—

" The general supjiort of the British determined tho elections in favour of the (lovern-

mcnt; and though very large and close minorities, which in many cases supfiorted the defeated

candidates, marked the force which the reformers could bring into the Held, oven in spite of

the disadvantages under which they laboureil from the momentary prejudices against them,

lUid fh(; unusual manner in which the Crown, hy its representative, appeared to make itself a parly

in an electioneering contest, the result was the return of a very large majority hostile in politics

to that of the late Assembly."

Before tho elections commenced I gave such replies as I thought proper to the difl'erent

Aildresses I received ; but in order that the country should clearly sec that 1 was determined
not '• to make myself a party in an electioncerine contest," I j^ave tho following reply to the

seven following Addresses, two of which, from *cry influential bodies, arrived at Government
House a day or two only after the election could legally eomnience.

List of Addresses just referred to.

1. Wesleyan Methodist Conference. (Signed by order and in behalf of the Conference.

Williatn Lord, President; William Case, Secretary.)

2. United Synod of Upper Canada. (Signed in name, presence and appointment, of

Synod. C. NichoU, Moderator; William Smart, Clerk of United Synod.)

3. Gananoquc, and its vicinity.

4. Ramsay.

5. Warwick.

6. Godcrich.

7. Town of Nepean.

Reply in Writing delivertd to each of the above.

" Gentlemen,

—

As the elections have commenced, I must decline giving any other reply to

the Address, which I have just received from you, than merely to acknowledge its receipt."

I may add, that, besides this precaution, I gave orders to all my attendants, as well as

to all the clerks in the government office, to abstain from contributing to the subscriptions

which were set on foot by the eonstitutiona1ist.s, in order to refute the calumnies published

by the republicans. I also desired the Adjutant-General to promulgate that I would suspend
all militia promotions, or dismissals,* until the elections were concluded.

2. Real Result of Sir F. Heads Policy.

In informing the Queen of " real results" which had happened two winters before his

Lordship's arrival in North America, Lord Durham deems it advisable to describe, in tho

tbllowing terms, the members I had appointed to my Executive Council:

—

"Tt may, indeed, be fairly said, that the real result of Sir F. Head's jjolicy was to esta-

blish that very administrative influence of the leaders of a majority in the Legislature, which

* See piige 74, line IG from botloni.
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ho IimI 80 obstinately disputed. Tbo Executive Councillors of his nomination, who aeem tn

havo takou oSice aluiu^t an lU cxprvM condition of being mere cipheri, lire not, in fact, then,

tlio real goveruinutit of tliu province. // is mud ihnt the new otKeerit oi' ^overnlnent whom
Sir F. ifi'ad nppoinleil from irit/iout the pale of official eligibilitff, feel ruoro approhcntion of

the present liou.so tliuii, so lur as can l»o juilge<l, was ov»>r felt liv their predoccssom, with

ri!gard to iho iiiosl violent of the roiorniing HouMes of Asiicnihiy Their ap[>rohunHion, how-
ever, is not ciinlinod to the present house : they feel that, under no ronreivahle contingency, can

thet/ expect (in Asxeinhlii disponed to siipjmrt them ; anil they aoeordingly appear to desire such

!i change in iho colonial system as nii^ht make them dependent upon the Imperial Qovern-

ment alone, and secure tlieni against all interference from the Legislature of the province,

whatever party should obtain .i preponderance in the Assembly."

Vyiicther Lonl Durham is justified in designating the Executive Council whom I appointed

as " imre ciphers" shall shortly appear; but, ai>andoning that [mint for a moment, i hasten to

vindicate before the puiilie the eliaraclers of four gentlemen whom Lord Durham (notwith-

standing his admiration of the Thiteil iStates, whert; "all men arc said to be born e(|ual,) has

designated to Her Majesty as having been " up|)ointed by Sir V. Head from without the pak
of official e/i^ihi/if if

!

The gentlemen alluded to by his Lordship arc as follows :

—

1st. The Honourable Ifobert IJaldwin Sullivati (latelj- elevated to the Legislutlvc Council
hi) the rrcnmmenddlion of Sir (ieor^e Arthur). Tlii-s gentleman, far from being one of those

native Canadians def<ii^nate<l by Lord Durham as the " family enmp;ut," bcioiiged to ;i family

who had emigrated from Ireland—his lather was not living—he had no brother holding any
public station—his nearest eoiiiiexions were the family of Dr. IJiildwiii, the Chairman of the

Alliance (republiean) Society. He had received a good classical education—was a man of

very superior talents—one of tlie leadiny members of the bar, and of irreproachable character.
• His wife wa.s the daughter of C'olonel Delalre, late (piartcr-masler-general at Ceylon.

'2d. The Honouralile William .Mian, a native of Scotland, was, at the time I np|tointed

him to my council, one of the olde>t members of the Upper House of the iA^gislature. He is

a relireil merchant of iIk! Iir>t respecl;il)ility, opulent, and possessed of large landed projierty,

I'or forty years he has successively enjoyed the conlidence and rcvspect of every Lieutenant-

Governor of the province ; and being also well known in Englani', ho was solicited by the

.'issociation ol London merchants directing the Canada Company (to whom I beg leave to

refer) to take charge of their interests in that country. In eonse(]uenee of his high character

he remaineil Presiilent of the IJ.ink of Upper Canada, by annual election, from ilic time of its

estal)lishment till he voluntarily retired, when he received from the shareholders, without

political distinctiofi, a very spleniliil piece of plate, as a testimfniial of their hiifh gratitude

and re.sj)ect. I beg to say, that with a more high-miniled man than Mr. Allan, I have never

ai«soeiated.

.{rd. The Honourable John Elmsh'y, Lieutenant of the Royal Navy (wVA; Iris gallant

conibict in the capture of the Caroline, p.'igc Vi't), is the son oi' u former (diief justice ol

Upper Canada, from whom hi; inherited a large ])roperty in the province, and nephew of the

late Admiral Sir IJiMijamin Hallowell. He hail, before 1 appointeil him, for nitiny years, been

•A member of the upper l)r^nch of the Legislature, and had also formerly been, for many
years, a mendjor of the Executive Council, from which he had voluntarily retired, under the

administration of Sir .John Colbomo. Mr. Elmsli^y is a very zealous member of the Roman
Catholic Church, which, according to Lord Durham's report, docs not possess any portion of

the patronage of the province.

1th. The Honourable Captain Baldwin had also, before I appointed him to the Executive

Council, been for many years a member of the Legislative Council.

He was a retired post-captain in the British navy, highly respected in his profession, and

although he was the brother of Dr. Baldwin, the chairman of the Alliance or Republican

Association, his loyalty and his mild, amiable ilisposition, formed the conspicuous features of

a character which by all parties was esteemed.

5th. The Honourabje W. Draper, Her Afajesty's Solicitor-Gencrol, who, at the time I

appointed him to my council, represented in the provincial parliament the tr.etropolis of Upper

Canada, is a well-educated English gentleman, of amiable and irreproachable character, highly

respected, and a prominent member of the Society of Upper Canada; in point of talent one

of the leading merabers of the bar.
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To tlio above deHcription ofthoito five gentlemen, who are ro|Kjrte(l to Her Majesty by
Lord Durliain un Imviitg been " apjtointed htj Sir t\ Head teithout the jmle. of official eligibility

"

I beg leave to add that they continue to form to this day the Executive (council of Upper
Canada. A new Lieuteniint-Governor, of much colonial experience, hni*, since my departure

from the province, had an on[Kirtunity of estimating their character and worth. In the cor-

ruapondenco laid before Parliament by Her Majcnty'H Secretary of State, it will be seen that

Sir George Arthur speaks, as I always s|H)ke ol thcHu gentlemen, in terms of the highest con-

fidence and rcs|)vct.

With respect to Lord Durham's report to the Cluecn, that my executive council "seem
to have taken otlico altno.-it on (he exprenn comliHon of fwin^ vuiv. ciphers" I bog leave most
solemnly to declare that siioh a condition was neither cxprcH>(cd nor understood.

Although I maintained the important constitutional maxim that / and not they were
ros[ionsiblo to Ilcr Majesty and to Parliament for any misconduct /miyht pursue, yet I was
too happy to receive from them their counsel and advice. The journals of the Executive
Council will show, that on all important subjects I consulted them—on no serious question

did I over dissent from their advice, on ilio contrary, to upwards of y,00() written opinions,

which 1 received from this council, 1 subscribed my initials to all exrepting 'wo, and on those

two they yieldetl to the reasons I mildly submitted to them.

Besides oHicially cr»nvening them us 1 have dcscrii-. d, I issued u standing order, which
was never deviated from, namely, that however crowded the waiting room ol' Government
House might be with people wishing one after nnotlior to sfioa!> to m^^, the executive coun-

cillors were the moment they entered to take precedence eC all, and littit they were to have
the privilege (which they invariably exercised) of walking .t once ' ui my j) • lence it any
hour they chose.

I lived with them in the greatest possible conlidenco and harmony, ar, : ) left them full

of gratitude for the manly opjiosition with which they invariably disputed uny proposi: on of

mine which they considered to bo objectionable.

.\3 far as regards any cen.sure which liord Durham may liav gravely expressed to Her
Majesty concerning me, I have no desire to trouMe his [jf)rilship on this subject; but after the

ex[ilanalion which I have ail'orded of these res[)cctablo gonlletrien, 1 cannot b.it express my
.sincere conviction, that Lord Durham will never rest satisfied in his own mind, or will ever

attempt to address to the House of Lords one word on the subject of the Cnnadas, until he
has publicly repaired the error ho has unintentionally committed, in designating gentlemen
who have iailhi'ully served, and who, under diflicult circunislance> , are still faithfully .serving

their country, as having been selectetl "from without the jmlc ofofficial rlit^ibiliti/," and as having

"taken office almost on the express condition of king mere ciphers."

3. As regards tlie new House of Assembly, and myself, Lord Durham, with erjual severity,

thu.< expresses himself to the Ciueen:—

"I say this, without meaning to cast any imputation on the members of the House of

Assembly, because, in fact, the circumstances undt. •tiich they were elected wore such as to

render them jjcculiarly objects of suspicion and rep •
.( ' :o a large number of their countryjnen.

"They were accused of having violated their pledges at the election. It is said that many
of them came forward, and were elected, as beiinj really reformers, though opposed to any
such claims to colonial indepenrbincc as might uvolvo a separation from the mother country.

Thero seems to be no doubt that in several places, where the Tories succeeded, the electors

were merely desirous of returning mem!)c.s who would not hazard any contest with England,

hy the assertion of chiims, which, from the proclamation of the Lieutenant-Governor, they

lielieved to be practically needless; and who should support Sir F. Head in those economical

reforms which the country desired, far more than political changes—reforms, for the sake of

which alono political changes had been .sought. In a number of other instances, too, the

elections were carried by the unscrupulous exercise of the influence of the Government, and by a
display of violence on the part of the Tories, who were emboldened by the countenance

allbrded to them by the authorities. It was stated, but I believe without any sufficient founda-

tion, that tlie Government made grants of land to persons who had no title to them, in order to

secure their votes.

"This report originated in the fact, that patents for persons who were entitled to grants,

but had not taken them out, were sent down to the polling places to be given to the individuaU

enltUed to theiQ* if they were diapoied to vote for the governinent c•ndidftte^•
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" The taking such measures, in order to secure their fair right of voting to the electors in

a particular interest, must be considered rather as an act of officialfavouritism, than as an eke*

(oralfraud.

" But we cannot wonder that the defeated jiarty put the very worst construction on acts

which gave some ground for it; and they conceived, in consecjuencc, a strong resentment

against the means by which they believed that the representative of the Crown had carried the

elections, his interference in which in any way was stigmatized by them as a gross violation of

constitutional privilege and propriety.

" It cannot be matter of surprise, that such facts and such impressions produced in the

country an exasperation, and a despair of good government, which extended iar beyond those

who had actually been defeated at the poll."

As the House of Assembly of Upper Canada is constitutionally able, calmly and temper-

ately, to speak for itself, I will merely, as reyards these serious allegations, declare that Lord
Durham, in reviving the accusation which Mr. Joseph Hume and Dr. Diiiicfmbe two years

ago made against me to Lord Melbourne, lias unintentionally made to the Clueen mistatements

which the evidence and tlocnments, printed by order of the House of Commons on the 3r<l

May, 1837, unanswerably disi)rove.

With respect to the allegation affecting my o^^ll character, namely, that " the elections

were carried by the unscruiuilous exercise of the inlluence of the government," I beg leave

calndy, but unc(|uiv()c:illy, to deny it; and to add, that I am ready to support my denial by
iccorded proofs, which (after the same revolting charge brought against me by Mr. Hunic?

and Dr. Duncombe had been strictly investigated) her Mnjesty's Secretary of State for the

Colonies referred to in the following despatch, which has been printed and published in Upper
Canada

:

" Downino-Street,
17th, April, 1837.

•Sin,

" I have received your despatch, dated the Ith February. (No. 7) It reached me on th(

20th ultimo. It was not until the 7th instant that I received, by a subse(]nent conveyance,

the Appendix, comprising the evidence taken before the Committee ot' the House of General
Assembly of Upper Canada, to which wns referred my correspondence with vou on the subject

of the petition presented to the House of Commons by Dr. Duncombe, in the I'ariiamcntary

Session of 183C.

" The refutation of Dr. Dnncombe's charjres is entirely satisfactory. It has been in the

highest degree gratifying to me to be able to report to his Miijcsty, that after a minute and
vigorous inquiry', during which every facility was given to the petitioner to substantiate his

accusation, your conduct, in reference to the elections, has l)een proved to have been governed
by a strict adherence to the principles of the constitution.

" I have the honour to be,

•' Sir,

" Your most obedient servant,

" Lieutenant Governor Sm Framts Head, K.C.II.

(Signed) "GLENELG.

Her Majesty's Government having this proof, hearing their own signature, of my innocence
in their possession, ought, I think, to have at least admitteil it among the bulky documents which
they submitU;d to Parliament with Lord Durham's allegation. *»

Lord Durham next informs the Queen, that the Assembly, instead of supporting the

Governor, compelled his obidieuce to itself, and produced no change in the administration of

ailiiirs, exce[)t that of re-instating the "family compact" in power.

As the reader will have peruserl in ]u-eceding pnges, the gratifying addresses with which,

at the close of two arduous Sessions, the Speaker of the House of Assembly voluntarily accorn-

})anied the vote of supplies, he will probably be no less surprised than I am, at learning from
Lord Durham that the House had failed to support me.

It would not be diflicult to proceed with the whole of Lord Durham's report on Upj)er

Canada as I have commenced, but as I have no desire uimecessarily to hurt his Lordship,
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ond as I have sufficienily shown its inaccuracy, to vindicate my own character from its attacks,

I will merely notice, by a few concluding observations, one or two topics in which I indivi-

dually have neither interest nor concern.

After impugning the characters of the Lieulenant-Governor, of the Executive Council,

of the Legislative Council, and of the members of the House of Assembly, Lord Durham, not

satisfied with resting his grievances on them, humbly submits to Her Majesty a new subject

uf complaint, whic'i throughout his report is termed "the family compact." "Successive
Governors," says 1 is Lordslii[), " as they came in, in their turn, are said to have either submitted

quietly to its inll icnce, or after a short and unavailing struggle, to have yielded to this well-

organized party the real conduct of aH'airs."

In a monarchical form of government, like that of Upper Canada, composed of a legisla-

ture of three branches, one ol which contains the sturdy representatives of the people, it

would be difficult to com{)rehetid how this fourth power could possibly manage to exist, and
what could j)o,s.sil)ly be its elements, unless the mystery had been thus explained by his Lord-
ship :

—

"The bench, the magistracy, the high offices of the episcopal church, uad a great part

of the legal profession, are tilled by the adherents of this [tarty : by grant or purchase tney
have acquired nearly the whole of the waste lands of the province ; the}' are all-powerful in

the chartered banks, and, till lately, shared among themselves almost' exclusively all offices of

trust and prodt. The bulk of this [tarty consists, for the most part, of native-born inhabitants

of the colony, or of emigrants who settled in it before the Inst war with the United States

;

the princi[)al members of it belong to the Church of England, and the maintenance of the

claims of lliat Church lias always been one of its distin<;uishinjr cliaractcrestics." •

It appears, then, from liOrd Durham's own shewing, that this "family compact." which
his Lonlshin deems it sotidvisaltle thnt the (iueen should destroy, is nothing more or less than

tliat " sociitl fabric" which charinterizes every civilized community in the world. It is that

social fabric, or rather fortress, within which the IJritish yeoman, farmer andmanufacturer, is

(MKibled to re[K'l the extortiouiito demands of his labourers ; and to jtrescrve from pillage

and robbery the harvest of his industry after he has reaped it

!

"The bench," "the inngistrates," "the cleriry,'' "the k. v," " the landed proprietors,"

"the bankers,' "the native-born inhaliitants," and "the supporters of the Established Church,"
form just as much "a Juiiii/i/ compact" in Enghiiid as they do in Upjicr Canada, and just as

much in Germany as they do in England. If Lord Durham proposes not only to make the
legislature of Upper Canada responsible to what he (?alls " the jxojflc," but to level to the ground
our social fabric, why, I beg leave, without oll'ence, to ask, instead of dedicating his Report to

Her iM;ijesty, did not his Lordship ort his landing, at once summon a National Convention,

and jilaue it in the hands of " the people f"

The "familji compact" of Upper Canada is composed of those members of its society

who, either by their abilities and character, have been honoured by the confidence of the

executive government, or who, by their industry and iiitelligencc, nave amnssed wealth.

—

The parly, I own, is comparatively a small one; but to put the multitude at the top and the

few at the bottom, is a radical reversion of the pyramid of society, which every reflecting man
must foresee can end only by its downfall.

There is continually repeated in the Ifeport one other observation, which, iis Lord
Durham has stated it, appears so unanswerable, that I will endeavour to explain the subject,

especially as most travellers have agreed in the conclusions which Lord Durham has arrived at.

In oifering examples of "the results of long misgovernment," his Lordship states:

—

"There is one in particular which has occurred to every observant traveller in these

regions, which is a constant theme of boast in the states bordering upon our colonies, and a
subject of loud complaint within the colonies,—I allude to the striking contrast which is pre-

sented between the American and the British sides of the frontier line, in respect to every sign

of productive industry, increasing wealth, and progressive civilization.

" By describing one side, and reversing the picture, the other would also be described.

On the American side all is activity and bustle. The forest has been widely cleared ; every

year numerous settlements are formed, and thousands of farms fire created out of the waste

;

'<:.
.

»•>(;>?• •..I" •'S't '
(u ''.'

.(',*''.

.•"-

') -1

!

% .- L

I'i'it

I. .f I
'I



154 Narrative, by Sir. F. B Head. [4th Sess. I3th Pari.

,>'•^,,•.^^:'r;/

f. TV-

:!

<.%..:
,y.. V ,.

tlie country is intersected by common roads; canals and railroads arc finished, or in the course

of formation ; the ways of communication and transport are crowded with people, and enli-

vonetl by numerous carriages and large steam-boats. The observer is surprised at the num-
l)cr of liarln)Urs on the lakes, and the number of vessels they contain ; while bridges, artificial

landing-places, and commodious wharves are formed, in all directions, as soon as required.

—

(iood houses, warehouses, mills, inns, villages, towns, and even great cities, are almost seen to

.xpring u|) out of the desert. Every village has its school-house and place of public worship,

Kvery town has many of both, with its township buildings, its book-stores, and probably one

or two banks and newspapers ; and the cities, with their fine churches, their great hotels, their

••xchangcs, court-houses, and municipal halls, of stone or marble, so new and fresh as to mark
liie lecent cxiLUence of the I'orcst where they now stand, would be admired in any part of the

Old World. On the British side of the line, with the exception of a few favoured spots, where
-onie approach to American prosperity is apparent, all seems waste and desolate. There Ls

l>ut one railroad in all British Americn, and that, running between the St. Lawrence and Lake
( hamplain, is only fifteen miles long."

From the very little I have seen in twice passing through the United States, I should say

that tlio above ])icturc is that which an American rather than an English writer would be

("xpected to delineate ; but, admitting it to be perfectly correct, I submit to the judgment of

the reader, that the diircrence has hitherto been attributed bv travellers allo^ether to a wrom-
in use.

The rapid growth of a young colony must almost be witnessed to l>e believed ; and
:iccordingly, in the United States, the age of the settlement, and not its fertility, is the general

•riterion of its wealth.

There was, of course, a lime when the United States formed but a portion of the dense

forest of America ; but, animated by British blood, these colonies grew so rapidly that, in the

year 1776, they had attained a strength sufficient not only to take leave of their parerit state.

liMt successfully to contend with it.

However, while t/wi/ had attained this degree of strength, the j)rovincc of Upper Canada,

wiiicb is as large a? England and Wales, was a cheerless wilderness—without a single white

iiihabitant, e.\ce[iting a fen" soldiers in the fort at Kingston, and about twenty French families

who had crtwsed over the Detroit river to settle on the British shore : there existed, conse-

"piontly, thrn, a much greater contra.sl between the United States and Ui)per Canada than

there exists now.

But let us consider for a moment what is the progress which Upper Canada has made i

In the year 1784 its settlement began.
*'' 1791 its population was 10,000
«' 1309 " 00,000
V 1812 " 70,000
» 1S22 " 126,000
" 1828 " 240,000

1837 " 396,000

1839 " 450,000

;» ft '•-

}-',:

• f,.

Total age, /iS years. (The age of the United States being upwards of

200 years
!)

Ill no one of the United States has a public work equal to the Welland Canal been car-

ried through by a country so young and so thinly inhabited.

The same may be said of the St. Lawrence Canal, which, in execution and grandeur of

(l''sigii. is perha]>s superior to any in the United States. ( Thtise two works were strenuously

opposed by the reform party, as the journals of the Legislature will show.) Besides these,

the Rideau C'anal, which, though constructed by the parent government, is not on that account

ttie Ie.i8 useful to the province, forms an artificial navigation of 120 miles, connecting, in fact,

tlie Atlantic with Lake Ontario. This canal ia undeniably the best cxecutc<l work on the

( ontiiient of North America.

Besides these undertaking.s, there have been created the Niagara Dock, the Burlington

Bay Canal, and Desjardins Canal ; also tlie harbour of Cobourg, Port Hope, Oakville, Port

('rudit, Toronto, Grand River, Port Dalhousic, Port Stanley, &c. Now, instead of upbraid-
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ing u healthy young British Colony merely on account of its youth and poverty, il our travel-

lers wouKi but take the trouble to observe liovv hard the backwoodsman is toiling, and what
atFectionate exertions the little community is everywhere making to copy the picture of its

beloved mother-country, instead of trying to ])oison its contentment by unfairly comparing it

with a portion of America that has attained the strength of manhood, they would, 1 think, be

as much astonished as 1 have been, were they attentively to observe how much has been done
in so short a time, and how, under the blessing of God, this land has prospered !

But, although it is true that the inhabitants of U[)per Canada are ()oorer in purse than
" the people" of the United States, yet, if the moral [)icture be considered, it is beyond all des-

cription in our favour.

Assassination is unknown—the bowie knife is not to be purchased—the laws are respec-

ted—religion is revered—public treaties are preserved ; and nothing can be more true than

that even (!)orrowing Lord Durham's words) if this [)icturc "were to be reversed," and the

British institutions of Upper Canada were to be destroyed, the gloomy forests would still

remain to la clearecl—the sweat of the British settler would still drop from his brow.

Although Lord Durham ha.s apparently deemed it beneath his notice to bring before the

consideration oi the Queen the uiiparalled sufl'erings of her Canadian subjects, yet 1 firmly

believe that a paragraph on that .«ul)ject would not by Her Majesty have been deemed the

lea-<t acceptable portion of his Lordship's voluminous report.

Although but little versed in history, I firmly believe il nowhere contains a more affecting

picture than has been exhibited to the civilized world for the last two years, by the brave

resistance which a small British population has been making against the unprincipled attacks

by which the American.s, have endeavoured to force upon them republican institutions. The
instances of individual courage that could be detailed are innumerable, while on the other

hand the conduct of the assailants has been stamped by cruelty and cowardice. I must own,

that when 1 daily think of the number of our soldiers who have untimely fallen—of the man-
ner in which Colonel Moodie, Lieut. Wier, Lieut. Johnson, Staff-surgeon Hume, have been

butchered and mutilated, of the [>rivalions and losses the peo{)le of Upper Canada have

patiently endured ; and when, on the other hand, I reflect that on the Inst invasion at Sand-
wicli, a body of American .xympathizers esca[)ing into our woods, remained there starving

from hunger and cold—not daring anywhere to ask even shelter of those whom theji had \nc

fessed they had invaded to liberate them from the British Government, but wandering through

the [irovince until, worn out by the punishment of their guilt, they perished in the forest in

such numbers that nineteen corpses were in one spot found frozen to death round the white

embers of a fire,—I own that whenever these two pictures come together before my mind, it

is filled with astonishment that Lord Di^rham, with this glaring evidence before him, could

deliberately declare to our youthful Queen that the }>eo[)le of Upper Canada are dissatisfied

with their institutian-s—that lie could possibly find in his heart to submit a report to Her
Majesty without a single word of u,ommi8eration of the unexampled sufferings which had
afflicteil—without a single word of approbation for the gallantry and fidelity which had dis-

tinguished—Her Majesty's loyal and devoted aubjecte rn the Canadns, but which on the con-

trary lauded in well-measured terms the detestable invaders of their soil ! But it really seems

to me that Lorvl Durham has looked upon British North America in general, and upon the

province of Upper Canada in particular, through a glass darkened.

It is possible that the public authorities whom his Lordship as Her Majesty's High Com-
miijsioner has deemed it proper to revile will feel it their duty patiently to submit to his

remarks ; but, when it is considered that Parliament may be advisei. by her Majesty's CJovcrn-

rnent to legislate upon this most mischievous document, I feel it my duty to join with the rest

of the community iti gravely considering what opportunities Lord Durham has had for form-

ing the astonishing opinions which are propounded in it.

" It is said" that his Lordship came up the St. Lawrence in a stcam-boat exclusively

appropriated to himself and his suite ;—that on arriving at Kingston he landed to receive an

address, and then proceeded by water to Niagara, where he passed the county-town without

receiving the address that vvas framed lor him, or conversing with its inhabitants ;—that at the

Falls his Lordship remained about four days, part of which time he was unwell, part was devo-

ted to military review, and the greater part in receiving Americans and others who attended

his Lordship's levees, balls, and dinners ;—that thus intently occupied, he had not time to visit

the most interesting part of the Welland Canal, which was within six miles, although his Lord-

ship had offered to procure assistance of ^250,000 from Her Majesty's Government ;—that in
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crossing to Toronto, he touched at the termination of the canal in Lake Ontario without

inspecting the work ;—that at the seat »)f govoininent at Toronto he spent twenty-four hours,

Erincipally occupied with a levee, receiving addresses, and with a state dinner ;—that his

lordship then made the best of his way back to Montreal ; and that in such exclusive dignity

did he travel that he would not allow even the public mail to be taken on board at Cornwari,

by which it was delayed a day.

If the above reports be correct, it would appear tliat his Lordship left Lower Canada
oiilv lor ten days, during which time he had to travel by water about 1,000 miles.

By promising, " it is said," to procure a grant of X'ioO.OOO to m.ike the Wellahd Canal a

]»rominent work,—that the St. Lav/rence should be improved to Montical.—that the naviga-

tion of the Ottawa should be sim^.^u-ly assisted, and by his generous expenditure, his Lordship

naturally excited the hopes of tb . people thiit these important underta^^ings would be effectecl.

As the representative of tV ir .' ivereign. Lord Durham had a sterling claim upon their

loyalty, which, wherever he wei.t, was paid to him at sight ; and as his conduct and demeanour
were always digniHed, and as he expressed himself with fluent and acceptable elocution,

addresses from all quarters were poured upon h(m. Nevurthelcss,, authorised by the state-

ments made against me in the Report to the Queen, I challenge Lord Durham to lay before

the British piil)]ic fieri/ uddn.ss he has received from the inhabitants of Upper Canada, with

the fullest information he can '^ivo of the Dumber of signatures, or any other explanation ; and

if they support his representa; tiis of discontent, slander their governor and their legislature,

or exhibit that restless dosi. .tr change in ihcir constitution which his Ilefiorl everywhere

speaks of", I jilcdge niysell to acknowledge that 1 am'ignorant of the state of U[iper Canada,

and diat his Lordship, in five days' sailing through if, has become better acquainted with the

interests and disposition of its people than I am, after having traversed it in all directions, on

horseback, and even on foot—after having slept in its forests—mingled with its inhabitants in

times of peace and war, and after an actual administration of the government during three

sessions of Parliament.

Again, in defence of the Exccutivo Council, who have served their country with so much
fidelity and ability, I call npon his liordship to produce the able document they drew (nit i'or

iiim of the state of the province, and if that document (which 1 have never seen) warrants the

description Lord Durham has givcui of these gentlemen, and if it accords with the sentiments

contained in his Jleport, I will willingly ackncjw ledge liiut I, instead of his Lordship, have

incorrectly estimated their tharai tor.

Lastly, I call npon Lord Durham to answer whether, in his pliice in Parliament, he will

venttne to declare that iht; scnliini'iits contaiMi'd in his lleport wiil not be re[)ndiated by every

Lieutenant-CTOvernor in tiie British North Ameiican Colonies; that ihey will not be repudia-

ted by the whole of the respectable inhabitants of U[)per Canada; and, on the other hand, 1

ask his Lorlship whether, before his country, he will assert that from the most intelligent peo-

1»le of Unper Canada, or from the committee who, with his Excellency Sir Goorge Arthur.

lad the Jionour of waitina npon his Lordship in Ciuebec, he ever received that description of

the Canadian people, and that admiration of the United States, which are contained in his

Report ?

Although the preceding Governors and Lieutenant-Governors of the Canadas have formed

their estimate of the country and inhabitants, by personally visiting them on easy terms;

although even his Grace the Duke of Richmond (whose nobio meniory in the Canadas is

deeply re3i)ected) rode post through the province, just as our coantry gentlemen, fifty years

ago, used to ride thnnigh England
; yet I caimot but admit that the halo of glory which every-

where accompanied his Lordship, the "champ de drap d'or" on which wherever ho landed

he was seen to tread, produced in the Canadas a very favourable eflect. Mankind are always

led by outward appearance, and 1 thtrefore will not deny that as my Lord Duriiarn, surrounded

by a brilliant stafi", and unprejudiced by the conversation of a single Canadian, ascended the

great St. Lawrence, and, traversing the nt)ble Lake Ontario, which is forty miles broad, pro-

ceeded to Niagara, the fine lioiel of which had been previously cleansed of every visitor, his

Lordship's career resembled the course of a heavenly meteor; but admitting all this, admit-

ting the weight and consideration it very properly obtained for his Lordshii>, yet as not only

the welfare and the very existence of our North American Colonies, but of our interests at

home, hang upon the importance due to Lord Durham's Report, I beg leave to say, that, in

my humble opinion, under such circumstances, his Lordship had not as much means of writing

the history of the American and Catadian territories between which he sailed, as poor, blind-
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Lieutenant Holman, R. N., would have jKissessed, had he socially travelled the same distance

by public conveyances.

It therefore becomes necessary for the country soberly to inquire from what sources Ins

Lordship's itit'ormation has been derived ! In the reimrl itself, this important fact stands

shrouded in mystery ; for instead of resting his opinion, verbal or written, upon any recog-

nised authorities, almost every assertion is impersonally expre»!sed by the words "it is said,"

or "it seems," or "if appears." liut 1 trust Lord Durham will eagerly divulge to Parliament

by whom " it is said," to whom " it seems" and to w hoin " it appears."

It was naturally to be expected that this important fact, on which I'm whole validity of

the Report depends, would have been comprehensively contained in the Ap|)endix, but, on
referring to that document, i^ undeniably appears that his Lordship has most truly fulfilled

the promise made on his landing, namely, " that lie would make disclosures which would astonish

fwth the Parliament and the country ;" for certainly nothing can be more astonishing to any
man than, on opej.ing an Appendix to a Report which in impersonal terms asperses the char-

;icter of the Le<];islaturo as well as the public servants of Upper Canada, and which recom-

mends organic changes that may shake the foundation of tno British empire, to find that,

excepting live [lages containing the experienced opinions of Mr. Charles Bullor and Mr. R. D.

Horner, on the subject of emigration and crown lands, and excepting copies of thirty-five

addresses and letters, which his Lordship received, this Appendix, submitted by his Lordship

to the Queen, and by order of Her Majesty transmitted to both Houses of Parliament, contains

nothing at all but the following subjects :—

State of the Hospitals, Prisons, Charitable Institutions, S^. in Lower Canada,

Report from commissioners for the relief of insane and invalid persons and foundlings, in

the district of Q,uebcc.

HopiTAL Gbueral de Quebec, 18 Juiilet, 1838.

R6ponses de la Superieure de I'Hdpital G6n6ral de Quebec aux questions que Louis
.Massue, ecuyer, commissaire pour le soulagement dcs invalides et insens6s, lui a fait I'honneur

(le lui adresser.

Hotel Dieii de Quebec, 10 Juiilet, 1838.

Le nombre des enfans re^us d I'Hdtel Dieu de Quebec, depuis le 1 Janvier, 1824, jusqu'au

W Juiilet, 1838, inclusivement.

Observations by Sir John Doratt, M. D., on the custody of the insane, and the expediency
of a public lunatic asylum.

Proposed alterations in the quarantine rules, by Sir John Doratt, m. d.

Remarks on the (quarantine station, Grosse Isie, from its establishment in 1832, by Sir

John Doratt, m. ».
,

Letter from the Rev. H. Sewell to Sir John Doratt, on the state of the gaol of the city of

Quebec.

Report of the Quebec gaol as-sociation, August, 1838.

Report from Dr. Morriij an(' "*:. Douglas, on the present state of medical education of

Lower Canada.

Suggestions for the establishment of a medical school at Quebec, by Sir John Doratt, m. d

Kules and regulations, for the hospital connected with the school of medicine.

Ahstkact of Paymknts to Convents, 1838.

Abstract relative to the payments made by the legislature of the province of Lower
C'anada, to the several convents established iu Quebec, Trois Rivieres, and Montreal.

Report from L'liotel Dieu de Quebec. A Monsieur John Doratt, m. d., inspecteur-g6n6-

Report from Quebec general hospital, July 5, 183S.

Etat des Enfans Trouv6s (pii ont HC: aux soins des .sreurs grises, de I'hdpital g6n6ral de
Montreal, pendant le pC'riode du 10 Octobre, 183G, au JO Octobrc, 1837.
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1. Etat des enfans qui etuient i-equs avant le 10 Octobre, 1836, et qni ont continu4° &
6tre eu nourricc.

(Here follow Jive folio 2 iiges, containing a list of these little babies.

In this extract dinar If document, it is reported to tlie Queen that none of theK. babies have

surnames, but their Christian names are all inserted, as icell as the precise dates at which thei/

were received by " les saurs grises," the periods they remained with them, and the day of their

deaths. Thus, it apjieo^s that Francois lived two days; Jeanne eight <l-iyx; Mmie Philomeiie

five days; Louis five du>/s; Cornrille t'ight days; Leandrr si.t days ; Edcuardfour d.iya ; Ma::i:>.in

only one ilay; and so onfor two huniired and fifty-six little bahus !)

Etat des insens^^s qui out 6t6 aux soins des swurs grises, de I'hdjita: g«'6ral de Moutn tl,

pendant le pdriode du 10 ()c 'obre, iS;}6 au 10 Octol>:e, 18 ^7.

Memorandutn by Sir Jolin Dorait, m.d., ot ;lie oitpenijo? incurred by tin; legislatujc ni

Lower Canada, for the insane, invalil poor, &c.. throii^'h th*? oonvent : nt Quebec and Mon-
treal.

Memorandum by Sir John Doratt of the expcnisc;! incurrtd by the legislature of Lower
Caiiiub, for the maintenance and education of poor, and purposes of literature.

Wlien the "disclosvires" contained in his ApjKnJix shall have (.eased "to asl'uiish the

rariiri.'.cnt and tho cmintry," will nut the public humbly persis-t in r;>(iuiiu.g L' 1 Durlj.im to

iiraiiwce 'ospecTabi'. ovidcnc!; in support of his alleijationa : IVoservedlv rcsp( .^'.ed a.« Lord
.>urhain is, will .'> ; Jiritisli Parliament be sulistied with his l/ird^liip's <1^ titrations that "it is

said," that " it set v.y " ui\<\ that " it i|.]>ears," that British institutions must be changed ; and
in lieu of all other e.\jiI;iiiu'i(Mi will ili,-y be satisfied with a detaikd history, however interest-

ing, of (iio gaols, luna'K- ; -vlums, sa;urs grises and enfans trouve.i ol' Ciuebec ?

liOrd Durlionvs !v\"t iVi^nds cannot deny, that injustice to his unsullied personal reputa-

tion, his Lordslup is bound positively to prove the truth of his allegations, lest liis Lordship
may ere long ingativchj be required to disprove the rumour couuuned in the following letter,

which has been addressed to me by a very able, discreet, and highly honourable public ser-

vant, namely, the Honourable W. H. Draper, Her Majesty's Solicitor-General for the province

of Upper Canada, who, it will a])pear, though declared by Lord Durham to be "without the

pale of official eligibility," witnessed his' Lordsnij)'s departure from l!/(i Canada*, with feelings

of unqualified regret.

Toronto, 16th October, 1838,

(Copy.)

Mr UEAR SiH Francis,

I know so well th j deep interest you feel in all that affects the province, that I do not

apologize for again intr iding my correspondence upon you.

Notwithstanding 'nat I felt no confulence in the scheme likely to be jiropounded by

Lord Durham lor the settlement of our difficv.Ities, I do most sincerely deplore his sudden
(loparture. His visit to Upper Canada, and the cordial assurance he met with of support in

any scheme calculatetl to make the connexion of thi.^ province with Great Britain perpetual,

together with the manly and excellent course pursued by the coiistitutionalists of the Lower
.Province, has opened his eyes; and he frankly confesses himself a changed mail in many
important respects. Among other changes, he has given op the idea of abolishing the legis-

lative councils. He appears also convinced who are to be relied ujion in the province ; and

sees clearly, and openly avows that the government of these ])roviiices has been directed by

the Colonial Office in ignorance of the true state of affairs. In truth ho has been convert(;d

as regards the Canadas, at least to the true and conservative faith; and therefore I regret his

departure, though I think he has done right.

I have not the same regret at the loss of his Secretary, Mr. Buller, for I do not entertain

any favourable expectation from hitu. He states (as I hear) his opinion that iiiiie-tenths ul

the people of Upper Canada are ditloyal. I'he mode in which he has acquiretl the informa-

tion upon which this opinion is based is somewhat uni(jue. He was t.aken ill during Lord
Durham's visit to the falls, and Wiis left behind at Niagara While so detained, he sent his

ficrvant out to converse with everybody he could meet, and from his report he has formed hi>»

.• -1'.
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judgment. This statement a» to the mode of ascertaining the opinions of the people Mr.

Buller has himself made to several individuals, one of whom repeated it to me, as coming di-

rect from Mr. liuiler.

To you, my dear Sir, the province already owes the proof of her sincere attachment to

her Sovereign and to her constitution. Per. /ere till you gain this great good for us, and I

will safely prophesy that in Upper Canada

—

" Semper honos no?nenque tuum laudesque manehunt,"

Believe me.

My dear Sir Francis,

Very faithfully.

Your obedient servant,

W. H. DRAPER.

Of course I only give this letter as I received it; but as the sentiments contained in Lord
Durham's report must poon be gravely discussed, I feel it right, in conclusion, to explain upon
what giound my own opinions, which differ so widely from his Lordship's, have been formed.

On my arrival at Toronto, I consiilered that the object of the greatest importance was
to make myself us accurately acquainted as possible with the real feelings of the inhabitants

of the country.

To attain this information, I accordingly, for the first year, publicly received any person,

o^ any politics, from ««»/ j)artoftlie province, from eleven o'clock till throe, for six days in

the week: alter the fir.st year, and until the time of the insurrection, I limited this most toil-

some duty to three days a-week.

Boinp desirous that peoy)le should itee 1 belonged to no party, I never, from the day 1

entered Toronto, until the receipt of my resignation, ever entered any person's house—I never

associated with any persrm ; scarcely ever rode with anybody

—

nervr with a servant; but

when my hort-e was brought to my door at three o'clock, if business did not detain me, 1 used

to ride by myself (whatever was the weather) lor twelve or fourteen miles.

In these moments I occasionally visited some of the log-huts; and whenever I could, with

propriety, avail tnyself of an opportunity, my disposition led me to converse with those who
were variously occupied at their work.

Besides this, I was in the habit of receiving petitions in writing from all parts of the pro-

vince, on all public subjects.

Putting all I have seen together, I readily admit that all the complaints described in

Lord Durham's Report actually exist ; but 1 feel it my duty to add, that they are the coin-

plaints of the small ininoi Uif milh whom I had to contend. My despatches will strongly corro-

borate Lord Durham's rejiori, tliat there is a desire in Upper Canada to make the Lieutenant-

Governor, Executive and Legislative Councils "responsible to the people"—that "the family

compact" is complained of—that American institutions are admired ; and I do not presume
to deny his Lordship's assertion, " that all the discontented parties, and especially the Reformers
of Upper Canada, looked with considerable conlidcnce to his Lordship's mission :" but I can
declare to the country, that Lord Durham is wrong in attributing these sentiments of discon-

tent to the majoritij ; and though his Lordship has reported to the Giueen his opinion of the
" Proceedings of Sir Francis Head" " Failure of Result aimed at by Sir F. Iliad," " Real Result

of Sir Francis Heads Folicy," and of the conso(|uent "Exasperation ok the People," it is

my humblo opinion, that, if his Lordship were to dare mc to ride with him through the British

Ni^rth American provinces, I should very soon have to repeat

—

*' But ere wc could iriivo (lie puint propusuil,

C.Tsar cried, Help me, Cassiits, or I sink .'"

It now only remains for mc to say, that iti reply to the letter, dated ISth September,

1S38, pajie 4H), which 1 hud addressed to Lord Melluiurne, his Lordship, in a note marked
"private," dcclineii to accede to the three roijucsts 1 had made.

As ller Majesty's Government thus denied me a private investigation, which I had hoped
would have led to a nmre public discussion, at the expiration of three months, I deemed it

proper resi)ectfully to address to Lord Melbourne two other letters (which, with his Lord-
Blii[)'s answers, have appeared in tin; iiewspa|)ers.) In the lirst of these, I re(|uosteil his

Lordship's permission to explain and vindicate my own conduct, by publishing my despatches.
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In the second, I atated, "I beg leiive very respectfully to inform your Lordship, tliat as Her
Majesty's Government will not sanction any ol nny requests, I shall feel myself precluded from

publishing my Despatches, or from furnishing any one with the numbers or dutcs of those I

am desirous to produce."

Having determined on this course, I faithfully jiursued it, and I had actually come to

l^ondon on purpose to inform Her Majesty's Govevninent, (and I had made the same state-

ment to two or three members of carh brunch of the Legislature,) namely, "that i fany

niember of either House should i, k for my Desjiatches in my luime, the Government were
authorised hv me unequivocally to :<'nira(Uct the usserlion," when, on opening Lord Durham's
Report, I found that, although 1 hue. ''i.s obeyed the decision of my late employers almost at

the expense of my character—and alt;, gh 1 had, on a very important subject, actually been

emphiying myself in writing in tlifir support—Her Majesty's Government, without conside-

ration lor my feelings, had recommended the Uueen to transmit, by Her Majesty's command,
to both Houses of Parliament, a Report containing allegations agamst my conduct and cha-

racter, of a most invidious description ; and, notwithstanding her Majesty s Government knew
I)erfectly well that, having boimd me hand and foot to silence, I was defenceless, they actually

accompanied Lord Durhanfs Report with their own volume, containing 400 closely printed

folio pages, in which not a single line of even those printed documents in their possession,

whicli tncy knew would vindicate my character, was admitted ; and it further a|)peared from

llie n«ws|)ai)crs, that when Lord Durham's allegations against me were officially presented.

ilicre was not, among her Majesty's Ministers, one individual who, in either House of Parlia-

ment, siood up to utter a single word in my defence.

When these facts came ouddenly upon me, I very strongly felt that my allegiance to the

Ministry was dissolved; and on the spur of the moment,* 1 addressed and published a note to

f/ord Melbourne, informing his Lordship that 1 had determined to vindicate myself.

A few hours reflection, however, induced rae to reconsider the subject ; and though I

had determined, officially, to write no more, I was actually, through a mutual friend, endea-

vouring to obtain tlic Government's permission, when I observed, not only that such parts of

my correspondence as were necessary for mj' vindication had been asked for by the Duke of

Wellington, granted by Lord Melbourne, and ordered to be printed ; but that the Secretary

of State for the Colonies, under whom 1 had served, as well as another noble lord who had
held the same high office, had very liberaly concurred in opinion, that the publication of a

portion of my despatches was necessary for my defence.

Casting all private feeling aside, I can consientiously declare that, on public grounds alone,

1 have long felt it ivould be desirable that niy despatches should be allowed at least to neutra-

lize certain oj)inions respecting the British North American colonies, to which general publicity

has been given ; but deeply sensible of the high confidence that had been reposed in me,

without uttering to the public a single word of complaint, I saw the supporters of my adminis-

tration, one after another, degradeil-—those who insulted me rewarded ! Unsupported, unvin-

ilicated, I was sjioken lightly of by those I was serving—even my gait in writing was, as it

j)roceeded, publicly pointed at by the Government ; nevertheless, I submitted in silence to all;

and I can truly say that, if my Lord Durham's Report had merely been |)ublished in the news-

papers, I should have taken no more notice of it there than ofthe ephemeral observations which

I have long l)cen accustomed to endure. But, uninfluenced, 1 hope, by temper, my judgment
most explicitly tells me, that ro loyal subject ought to allow a Report, to the Sovereign, to be

^.ubmitted to both Houses of Parliament, by order of a Government who had not only insisted

an his silence, but who have also suppressed his evidence, without rising before the country to

vindicate himself ; for, whatever may l>e a man's philosopliy, or forbearance, he ought to be

iisharncd to say that "/»<? does not care" for censure from such a (juarter, conveyed in so impos-

ino a form.

On the cninmon-adiiiitted princijile of self-defence, I have, therefore, published less than

ono-sixlli (liiMiii; all tlinr, I consider at all important to the public) of the despatches which

wore originally rnllod lor by the Duke of Wellington; and, having done so, far from pleading

thai I have yielded to natural feelings, I calmly maintain that, (without even reckoning the

Muictioii of the order of the House of Lords, that the despatches requisite for my defence

.•,lioiil(l !)(> p.'inted,) I am iierfeclly justifietl in what I have done.

The reader is now aware of the serious (liHi'rences that have existed between Her
Majesty's fjQvernment and myself; and without the slightest feeling of personal animosity,

1 commit the subject of our dispute to the public, earnestly hoping that it may be considered

only so far as it regards the happiness, prosperity, and i)rotection of the British North Ameri-

can Colonies.

* " Dniiner and Dlilzon," said llaueruik, springing up and grappling wiili him, "you will liave it tlienl"

—
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PREFACE Tu THE THIRD EDITION.

•1

Mv RKASONS FOR NOT IIAVINU DELAYKD THE I'l III.ICATION Ol MV " NaKII ATI\ e" l/NTll, TIIF.

PKSPATCUKH, ORDKREII TO RE PRINTEO HY THE HOUSE OK I.ORDS, WERB PROMIILaATED.

The accnsntioiis nnrainst riio, nml nsjainst I ho lfi,'isliiturc of U|)|'ct Canada, corilaiiied in Lonl
Diirliarii's Ut'iiort, wliicli, hy llic advice ot Ili-r -Majtrtty'H (iovim nincnt, was " picsontcd by
hor Majosly'n coiniUiiMd to botii Houses of Parliatncnt," were as follows;

—

J. That, as I^ieuteiiatif-Governor of Upper Canada, I liad managed to olitain, at the

elections, a constitutional majority in llie House of Assembly, by niaUing dece[)live misrepre-

sentations to llie p"o[>i(; ; and lliaf, in a nunil)er of instances, the said elections bad been carried

"by tho unscrui)nlous exercise of the inlliuMiee of my (lovernment."

2. Tbat T liad formed my Executive Council of persons wlimii T bad "taken from willif)nt

the pale of otlii ial t;ligibility,"—that this Council bad "accepted oHice abnost on tlic r'xiiress

conuiliou of being mere eipbcrs;" and tbat, baviiig been selected under tbese degrading

circumstances, it coutininvl under ibe administration of P«ir Genri.'e Arlliur, "to feel tbat under

no concei\uble contijigency could ibey ex])ect an Assembly disposed to support tlieni."

;). Tbat llie members of llie House o( Assembly of Upper Canada " ba<l been elected

under circumstances such as to render tbem peculiar object,-, oi' suspicion and repn>u'b to a

large number of tbeir I'oiinlrymen ;" and that ibey were accused of having "violated their

pledges at the elections."

4. That by the above tiets the people of Ujipcr Canada lia<l been exasperated.

On these oirensivc accusations being laid, by advice of Her Majesty's Government, before

both [louses of Parliamcnl, accompanied by lour bundreil folio pages of additional matter,

selected by the Government, but which, strange to say, did not contain a single word in defence

cither of me or ol the Executive Council, or House of Assembly of Upper Canada, I lound

myself, all of a sudden, most ungenerously thrown, by a Government I had faithfully served,

into a tlileiiima from whieli it was utterl}- impossible for me to extricate myself with im[)U-

nity: for, if I should vindicate myself, by publishing the despatches wliich 1 had refused to

divulge to both Houses of the Canadian Legislature, I knew I should instantly be accused of

betraying my employers ; while, on the other hand, if, to avoid this imputation, I shoulil

remain sih^iit, 1 felt most strongly that the Executive Council of Upjjcr Canada, whose private

as well as public characters iiad been so unjustly assaih-d—the House of Assembly of Upper
Canada, who had, during two arduous sessions, so nobly sujiported me, the electors of the

province, wlio in |)eace as well as in war, had so constitutionally Hocked around me, and the

Legislatures of our North American Colonics, who had so loyally co-operated with Upper
Canada in standing against democrac}', would indignantly have declared, that, supported as

I liad been by tbem all, I was bound to them by honour an>i by gratitude, not only regardless

of every personal sacrifice, to step forward to shield them in their absence from being so

unjustly defamed Itefore tho Imperial Parliament, but to save them from the ruinous conse-

(piences of Lfu-d Diirliam's ifeport, by exposing to the country the unintentional misrepre-

sentations which it contained. The dilemma in which Her ^fajesty's Government placed mo
was a cruel one; because, without any mearts of escaping, it forced me to sacriHce either my
reputation among diplomatic men by publishing my despatches, or my character among men
of the world, by ungnitefully shrinking from defending those to whom, uiuler Providence, I

was indebted for infinitely more than my life.

The Duke of Wellington, totally unsolicited by me, seeing the miserable predicament in

which 1 was placeil, maanaiiimoiisly rose; in my defence, and, support(.'d by two late Secre-

taries of Stall? for the Colonies, both of whom declared that I was enlitled to viiidii-ation, his

(jrace called upon Lord Melbourne for the production of the whole of my despatches.

The very point which f myself had refused to accede to the aldresses of both Houses
of the Canadian Legislature, was thus fairly brought before liord ^[elbournc by his jiolitical

aiuagonist, and the moment had therefore arrived for his Lordship to dcterniine aniito declare

.-:M
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liolorc the country, wlictlicr liu woiiKl rcsiHt or yield to n roiniest, iho con^ i 'Lincv of which

he \v;n I'ully :i\viim of. Hit l.onlxliip was |il« a-^ftl ilflilicTiiti'ly to nv'rccd': to ihc Duke of

\VcllinL;iiMi'.t rnoliiin, Jimi accdiillii^ly (tiu-h ol' my iios|iatchos us were inx'essury to my \in(li-

calioii, Willi (irclci'i'il to In." piinli'il.

Tlu' impoilaiit |iiiini ln'iiin; yii.-hlcil, piililiiity hcinj^ granted, and tho immciliali' clucida-

tii)ii ol'lhL' ri'iil Iriilli licin^ of \ilal iinpnrtanci' not nnly to my own » liarai'liM-, tn the iliarMClcr

ol the aiilliiMilii-* ol' Cppcr C'aiiaila, hut to tlie I'mpiro at iargi-, ton day- alter tills pcnni'oiou

was uraiilcd, I pui)lisln'd in a popular form, and willi neeesj-ary explanations, tlic easo wliieli

I iind iiilhcrto \villilu.'ld from the pulilic.

In this puiijiealion 1 did not di\nl'je a siiic^h' State secret, hut hy produeini; less than a

sixili ol my des[ialehes, [ merely exculpated myself from the accusations which had he<'ii

made ngniiist me, iiy ex[ilaininj.> what had heen the policy 1 liad endeavoured to pursue, whnt

had heen the dllliculties which had vexalioii-ly i)ceu opposed to me, and how, inst(>ad of

heini> >upp(n'ted hy my employers, I had, hy their repealed attacks, heen eventually ihivcn

I'roni my post.

]'"nr reasons which I am unahlc to explain, an unusual delay took place in the promised

production of my despatches, in conscipuMice of which my delence of I he policy I had pursued

was pnhlislied heforo it was ollicially promulgated by Her Majesty's (iovernment.

I acknowledge with suhmission the breach of form I Inive thus committee!: at the same
time it will, I hope, he also admitted that, leavinu my iKitural eagerness to \iudicale myself,

and tliose who had siippcu'ted me, from the olli'ii>iM; accnsali(uis which liad lieeii hroui^hi

niiuinst us before both Mouses of l'arh:iment, cofii[)letely out of the ijiieslion, it was of vital

importance that niy volume sliould readi the colonies and appear bel()re the jndj:inent of the

liritish public, as nearly as possible, simidlaneously with Lord Durham's unfortuuiile rceoni-

UKMidalious; for surely it nnisl be esident thai, in onr colonial policy, there exist errors enou<;h

without wilfully sowin:^ and yi\in^ lime for the growth of olliers. which, by a jirompt I'cplv,

iniLiht at once lie eradicated; and this general observation is jiarticularly Jipplicable to Lord
Durham's Ifeport, which, wiiluiiit intentional oilenci; to his f,ordslii|), 1 must say, contain-,

nlleiialions against the Legislature" of L'pper Canada, and expressions of admiration of the:

Unite<i iSlatcs, almost sulHcient to make our Canadian Militia throw down their arms in

despair.

Notwithstanding tliesc reasons, it has, however, been observed by lier Majesty's Govern-
ment, before rarliament, "tliat my ])id)lication of my despatches is unparalleled, and that

long may it remain so." Whether the provocation as well as the treatment I have received

from Her .Majesty's (iovernment bo also " unpar.alleled" is ii (|U(>stion for the public rather

tliau me to determine. I will therefore proceed to notice two other remarks made again.-t

iiic by Her Majesty's Clovernment, vi/., that 1 ought not to ha\e |iubli.>hed at all— lirst, anv
despatches impugning the political principles of individuals (one of whom princijially alluded

to is, I presunje. Her Majesty's Under Seiretary of Stale for the Colonies); and, secondly,

any expressions hostile to tin; institutieuis of the I nited States, Her Majesty'.s (iovernnieiil

liaving determined, although I have [)nblislied them, ollicially to withhold all such tlocumcnts

from the pidilic.

Now what a contradiction this is to the course which the Govcrninent pursued respecting

Lord Durham's allegations against 7HP ! gt

These allegations leaked out into the " Timr.s" newspaper before they were ollicially laid

before Parliament, or rather before it was even decided that they should he laid before Par-

liament, just as my despatches ajipearcd offer lliey had lit-.cn ordered to he pri/ifed. In the i'ornicr

case, however, the greater irregularity was urged by Her Majesty's (iovernuient as their

excuse, or rather as their reason, for promulgating a liliel; while, in the lesser case, it is said

to be no reason at all for their |)ublishing it. And now, let us examine who are the parties

that in one instance Her Majesty's Government join in attacking, and in another instance,

exactly similar, protect from tlefamation.

Why, thf! individual whom Her Majesty's Government have assisted in assailing before

both Houses of Parliament, is the man who, on the continent of America, hund)ly maintaincfl

monarchical principles against democracy ; while, on the other hand, the individual whom
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llioy nhiflWxn Hit Miiji'Mty'H rniK'r St'cn'fnry for llm Cnloiiu'**, dccliinid, on rt'spfctiihlc cvi-

(luiici> Nvliicli it lias lircn olIoriMl (o prtxliice, to liuvu iiitsiMlcil in our colutiiuH tli<> progrftttt of

i'e|iul)liraii iii.Htiluti()ii.-> ! !

Hill not Diily <li> Hit Miiifsly's fiovcrritnrtit protcrt lliis individiinl, lint llicy declare

ilii'ir uitcnlion to pnilcit diMiiocriu-y ilsoU; iiiiil ulilioiiyli twenty-two [piccr.-i ol'iirtillcry of lliu

United t^tiites were lirotl dniing ii loilnifilit npon Upper Cmmdu while 1 ('(iiiiuiiinded there

—

althouL>h liie Atncriciuis, alter liavin;; set a price upon my head, >lianiern!ly insiuled the

provinee in all direclions,—shot down ihirly of our Inavi; soldiers,

—

eruellv murdered and
plundered the (iueeii's sulijeeN,

—

lirutaliy insulted s<'\i'ral ladies (ui hoard tlu- IJritish steamer

^^llie Sir liiilitit I'nl), which they liurni,—harharously ninlilated liio ((wpses ol' our olliccrs,

one of wliorn, it is said, they huii^ up hy the heels as a marU liir thi'ir rilles.—Although, on

relinepiishiiiu' ihc i,'o\('riiiiieiit of I'pper Canada, i was pursued |(ir ujiUiirds of forty miles l>y

these Americans, who hunted me lik(! iiloudliounds to murder me, iiir no other reason than

iiccanse, jis Her IJrilaimii: .Majesty's representative, 1 had resisted the repented proclamations

hy which the .\nieriean "Cienerals eommandinij;" luid insolently called upon Her ^^ajesty'fl

sidijects of Upper Cau.ada to excdianye British iustilutiiuis i'or deniocrai y.—Notwithstanding

all these provoi ali(]ns, and notw iihstaudiuL; these iuf.imous annies,>.i(uis have aln-aily cost tin,'

country nearly twd millions of money, I am to he censured hy Her .Majesty's (iovernment lor

havinir, !ilfer they had agreed to the puhlicatioii of my desnnlehes, nuide the country niid the

civilized World aware that I had c alli'd "shame" upon tlio«e institutions of the United Slatcsi,

which tiieir i iii/.cns had \aiuiy endiasouri-d, hy bayoia^ls and aitillery, to force ujion the

people (if Upper Caiiaila, whether they liked thein or not.

If Hei' .Majesty's (Iovernment are ot o])inion thai tin? old-fashioned custom, which in

Iiritish history has ev(-r heeu maintained, o|' iudiyntintly resisliiiij insidl and ajiL;ression. is

henceforward to he aholished, why, instead of lirst incnlca(inj{ the tiew doctrine upon nn

humhle individual lil<e myself, did they not venture at once to rehuke the Duke of Wt^llini^ton,

when, on til" (iili lilt., his (Irace, in a sjiecch \\hich men ol property in the United States will

hotli appreciate ami admire, compared the utijustiliidili! invasion of the C'anadas 'to a sifs/c///

ol h'ii//'(in: hidint viihj (iinnii^ the most latelvss of' the moat biuhuroits stulis of the East and ol

.[Diair

I)i) Her .Majesty's Ministers conceive that llio plain-dealing yeomen, farmers, merchant^,

and manu!'acturers of tin; Itriiivh einpire are to he called upon to pay two millions of money
for a secret w.ir with .\m<'rica, which no man is to dare to mention ; and that our public!

ollicers, smartini: under the indimiities they have riveived from th(> American ifepnhlio, uru

to he puhlicly censured, unless, with the servility of spaniels, they liid\ the hand that has heen

sirikiny them I

Do Her Majesty's iMiiiisters alFord this unlio,ird-of protccti.in to o«/' ««•« revered insti-

tutions! .No! Every fault whicdi conllicting Commissioners of ln(piiry, one; after another,

can inyeniousjy jioint out in the Monorchicdl iiistilutions of the Caiiadas have heen printed

with eaij;er al.acrity ; every recommendation IVotn fiiend or foi- to sidiject the (iovernor, the

E.\eeutive Council, anil the Upper H'lusi? of llu^ Provincial Lej^islature to the will of the

people, has heen listened to '/(••///( //(C ?///n«.sY /70.v.s7W(; rrsjtirt' and i)nl)lished in detail. Lord
Durham's criisiwi s aiiainst mv policv: his Uordship's alle'j;iitions auainst the Kxernfive Council

whom I app.iiiilcil. au linst the LoLiislative Council, and even .against the representatives ol'

the peojile of I'pper Canada, hy the advice of Her Majesty's Minisler.s, have heen all ' laid

hel'ort! holli lloii-'cs of I'ailiauieut hy command of the t-iuicn.'

Neither the private nor the pidilic feelinijs of the supporters of P)rilisli in.^tilulions have

heen spared ; hiil the nnuiieiit faxailini; mysell of Lord Melliourne's motion, that a portion of

my despatches he printed) I tell tin- country the real truth—the nioineiit, in defence of our

monarchical (."Uslitiilion, I utter a word against those rcpuhlican i;isiitiitions of the Uiuted

Slates, which ha e .ixailed and insulted it. Her Majesty's (iovernmenl delend democracy,

niid flown upon me lor havimj; disriosed the resistance 1 ollered to its attacks!

Lastly, how co'ild I'er ^[ajesty's Covermnent complain before th(> Iloiise of Commons,
that too iiiiiinj of m\ iles|.at< lies had heen |)iihlislied, when in the same breath they cheerfully

consented to print a xiroiid latch r)f them, on Mr. Hume's ridiculous pretence, that their ])ubli-

cation was necessary for the j)urilication ui' his character!

* K

'..i'SI

''•^,'«','H|

r-0
*

' :

•''
. .

.•

J
#

•.«l

»

• *
\



VI

•"^>
!';i;

•"•.'.
I". a.-

•

'..*'';-.

Narrative, by Sir. F. B Head. [4tli Sess. 13th Parf.

(PREFACE TO SUPPLEMENTAL CHAPTER.)

If Ilcr Majesty's Ministers feel that they have been seriously injured, in tho opinion of

steady men of business, by liie piil)licati(in of my despatches, they sliould blanio themselves,

not nu; : I'or if they themselves had not torn up the solemn treaty of peace which existed

between ns, I should still have been governed by its terms.

The dileniiiia in which tliey involved me, by acknowledging and laying before I'arliu-

UHiit, as nn otlicinl "Report," the pain[)hlet of an Ex-Ciovernor, who hfjore his resignation had
been ri>ceiv(^l had, in a Uuebec Proclamation, assailed them and the Imperial Parliament as

srvi>rely as nflrr his resignation had been accepted, he assailed in his said fiondon Pamphlet
the conduct and by-gono policy of an Kx-[iieutenant-(iovernor of Upper Canada, •' fiiiic/iis

i>//irif," like hinisell^—the conse(pient demand in the House of Lords lor my despatches—and
the exertions which 1 was ibrced to make in sell'-ilefeiice, will, I believe, be a warning to

T^iiish Statesmen :

—

1st. Never again to forget their own dignity by refusing to accept the nvsignation oi' ;i

jiublic servant, when, by word as well as by deed, he frankly sa^^s of their mcasnrivs (as I did
\\ itliin lour nioiillis of my arrival at Toronto), " f/i/U lir. hits not mi iilcd in roiiiinon uit/i tlicm ;"

and thai the policy they ha^o desired him to follow " /la.i a dnnocnitic chnrnciir, to n-liich In'

i-iinnot roiirii'iitioitx/ii acronl!'

Jndly. Never again in our colonies, in opposition to the earnest recommendations of tlif

Lieutenant (ii)\ernor, to rais(^ up the well-known enemies, and to pull down the time-tri(^(l

friends of British Institutions.

•3rdly. Never again to combine with any one in unjustly (Iragging befort; both Hou.ses ol

Parliament a silent, innocent man, who, in his retirement, was faithfully concealing their policy.
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llci- Mnjrsly's Miiiislcrs, iifior my iciircn I, pciscvfio in lln^ sniin! I'.il^ii sysicni

—

Exiriioidiiiiiry ni.<ii)iilcli from llie

CiiliHihil OlTico 1(1 His Kxccllciirv Sir (it'()ri;(! Aillinr— Oliscrviiiiinis iii{iiiiisi the prDjiusid, liy Her Mnjesly'n

,M iiiisicrs, ol' llic Union (•!' die (;*

A iVw Kciiiiirks (Ml II V(

IS

—

Kxplaii ilioii I" ilic l>isli(i|i (il Kxclcr ri's|i('( liiur ilin Clergy Reserves—

line (coniiiiiiin!.' 521 I'lilin |i'i(;('^) tit' my n('S|iiilcli('s, liilely hild liy Her Miijesiy's

(i.'VeriiiiU'm iK'liire lioili Houses (if I'inliiimeiil— (.'iiiulin Ol IX'IV.llFllllS.

Till'. {)rcce(liiig i-liaplofs linvc, 1 licliovc, iiiivoiliHl fn ilio piiljlic llio nnil (liHicullies wliich

vimvo .Sir .loliii C(tilK)rno, Sir Arcliibulcl Ciiinpl"'!!, luid inysolC from the ad mi
the C

lustration

ppointod.e C'oloiiiiil (loverniiiciits to uliicli liy our Sovcreiuu \\a liiid rcsp('ctivc'ly been

l''i)r tlio s'llui of history, riillier than fidin any dt^sirc ciilicr to gratify or irritate the

politieal pas.'ii(nis t)f the tlay, I led it a 'paini'id duly, in thi> third edition of this volume, to

jilacc on record a I'mv faels and dociuncnts wiiich, I reyrcl to say, too elearly prove tiiat.

>iiieo my riMiieineiit, Her Majeslv's Minislers (who lia\e never for a inoinent entt-rtained any
personal animosity against wr) have steadily piirsned l(r\\ards ihe Canadas the same fatal

svstein—that they have evinced ihe saiiu' (uiaht-raitjc drterniiiialinn to weaken the inilucnec

)f the Crown, to st reiiiillien liie deinocMalie 'V—in sliort, to subvert (rei;ardless of the

opinions and entreaties oi almost every respectable Iiihabiiant of onr colonics) ISritish institn-

lions on the continent, oi' North Annorica.

After the e]ect(n's of Upper C^aiiada had cun--lituiii)iially icpudialcHl frotn tiieir confidence

Mr. S|)eiiker liidwcll and tlu) republican niajorily by whom be liad bt:en sii|)portC(l, one of

tlic liisl, subjects to whicii the new loyal House of Ass(Mnb]y steadily direct<'d its attention.

\vas a despatch from the Coloiiiid Olllce, respecting tlu; regulation of the public lands; and
accordingly, after palicnt deliberati(Hi, they brouulil liirward a lull, in uhich the Commons'
House, tuilirely of its own accord, deemed it advisable to invest in the reprcscutaiivc of their

Sovereign that amount of hotiourable conndence wliich dignilies the cliaracter of monarchical
institutions, and wliich most particularly facilitates colonial government.

Considering the seven^ moral coiiilict in which, nnsnpportcil by Her Mujesty's (iovcrn-

mcnt, I had been, and in w liicli 1 was still engaged, nothing could !ve of more vital importance
to the ('rowii llian tliis unanswerable proof, even to the mother-country, of tlie attachment of

the Canadian jieojil" to JJritish institutions, and of their stmsible repugnance to that levelling

insatiable desire of llic luljoiuing Uepublic always to be restlessly transferring, from the

executive branch of their h'gislatnre to an niigovernabli^ mob, tiie patronage which, in nion-

arcliical instilniious, is conlidenlly reposed in the Crown.

The bill, by a triuin|)hant majority, passed ihrongii the H(nisc of Assembly, as .also througli

tlic I'pper Hous(> of the liegislature, and then having been, by the advice of my Executive
Council, referred by me to the opii ion of the Crown ollicers, and (their concurrence having
been obtained) to the Secretary of Slate, to receive the Royal assent, H< r iMajesty's Ministers

liad before them an opportunity of advisins'' thj Crown to conhrm, in terms of approbation

and encouragement, the victory which hail thus coT;siitntionally been gained on the continent
ol America over the advocates of democracy.

Their immense influence, however, as nsnal, they cruelly tlirew into the wrong scale:

and, as if determined to resist everything that could restore vigour to the exhausted influence

of the Crown, and as if determined to seize upon every oppintniiity of strengthening their

own power by conr''ng ephemeral popularity with the mob, they replied to my communica-
tion, l)y the lollowiiig sickening despatch to Sir Ceorge Arthur, which, having been laid by
Hia Excellency before the Provincial Legialature, has been just printed by order of the House
of Assembly :

—

(Copy.)

No. 36. Downing Strket,

8lh Marc/i, 1838.

'i»U^>

Sir,

Aa the hill passed by the Legislative C«,uncil and Assembly of the province of Upper
Canada, in the session of 1837, entitled, "An Act to provide for the disposal of the public

Janda in this Province, and for other purposes therein-mentioned," and reserved by the lAeU'
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teiiunt-Ciovciiior for tlic signification of Her Majesty's pleasure, could not Uy law receive the

lioyal assent until it siioukl luivo laid for thirty ilays on the tahle of both Houses of Parlia-

ment, it vas inipossil)le for me to communicate the decision of Her JMiijesty upon lliat iiiil

during the last year.

The transcripts of tlu; bill having been laid before both Hon.ses early in the pr(>sent

session, and the period li.xed by law iiaving cx|)ired within which ihe cniMirmation of the bill

mi'dit have been arrested by an Address ironi either House, Jler Majesty has been graciously

jiK'ased, bv an order in C'ouinil, linally to enact and confirm this bill.

It is, however, necessary to .stale, that the bill is not exempt from .^^niiie oiijcctions, to

which I feel it my duty to draw your aHeuliou. The Ifoyal assent to it has been given

because llie main scope and tenor oi' tin- law is in accordance with those principles, on the

subject of the settlem<.Mit of waste lands, whicii have been maintaineil by Her .Maji'sty's Govern-

ment since the year 1S.'31, ami because, the law having been passed for only two years, the

ohjixtioiKihlv c/tiii.ics may lu? readily omitt(Ml when the Act shall be renewed, and l>y due

caution in the mean time will not be proiluclive of any serious injury.

The enactments to wjiich I refer are, 1st, that which authorises //ic Jjii i//t'/ii/ii/-(jovertior

to direct reservations of land adjacerit to lands about to be sold, in ordi'r tliat such reserves

may be freely granted to the purchaser on pruof of his resilience li>r li\e yi'.ars, aiul of his

having eilcclt'd c(>rtain improvements; and, iJuilly, that which euidiles ///('i.i/f«/f//«///-f /oivvv/c;/-

ill Coimcil to maUe |)rivate sales to any person to whom a si)ecial injury would be ilone l)v

the public sale of' any particular ])iece (pf 1,'tnd. Earli of t/ic i<n>rl.^io?i.'< /.v fliib/r /<> ihc miiik

j;<nrrti/ <ilii/Si'. Eiuli <ij tluin irill invist ihc Excculire (lorn ninnil iri/h Ihe poiirr af' itra/i/i^

iritit llii^ purl of IIk juihlic projurfi/ in siirli ti nunDu r tis to uralifij ixdiridiuilr., and cntircrt into

It sainrr of firour <in <'i/iniiiistnitioii irhirh kIiouI'.I he condiictci I'jioii the most /ii:id ]^iiiiriphs of
oju'ii and iiup^iitid! dddiiii',— upon rnlc^i ir/n'r/i tc'/i/ lurhostr ctin iifccilain, (Did in xchirh idi

sludl hacc an equal iit!(r<st.

Hi posiiii: full conJIiL'iH'i' in tin di--<i;-i/if,-n <iiol Kpiilfi of tlw hicid Gi.rii nnuxl, / am ip't nii<dii<

to jirirciri' lUii/ .siiljiricnt naxon trlii/ liiv /air .•iliould r<ii r to thiir arhitrcim at ipus'ioiis ir/iir/i

miiiht safrhj Im decided hi/ •Xr/ieni/ and injlexilile /r^idatio/i^. )(iit, 1 am rc/iri.-idi!, wilf he fiajijn/

to /ir re/ii red from //li-^ inriifiovs dit/>/, and to he. p!ared biip>iid the reiuh of aii:i p<>s:ible rvprooci

of harinit einphnjed it unirisibj, or trilh undue faronr to antj pnton irliatrnr. t^o far as ihoc

I'nartnient'i leare ifoii a di<rri lionari) anll.oritii, in inahinz the rtsij nit ions and jirirafe xa/es to

irhirh fhii/ refer, ipiii'irilf therefore, ahxtain from arailin'j; ipnirself of that ri<j,hl. When thi hill

attain romes inukr consideration, ipni vill endearour to induce the Conneil and Assi inlili/ to nceice

it irith the ouiission of those en<ir!me:its ; and it iroiil he desirahle that ijoii should suggest that,

inth this alteration, it should be jnis.'idjio' u longer piriod than tiro ijiars.

I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) (iLENELG.

irom

M ijor-Geii'Til Sill fiEoiicr. Airrint!, &..<

'.<
I. n> •

It ni'cd hardly be sai<l tliat the republican inembeis of' the House of Asscmblv of T'pper

Canada were delighted jil the want if conlidenc.'', which, in direct opposition to the desire ol

both branches of their Legi'^lature. Hi-r Majesty's Ministers had det-ined it pri.| cr openly to

evince Inwards the represen!ati\e nl'the Ciown in (pper Canada; while, on the other hand,

the constitulioiiid member-, as well iis iiihaiiitanl^, \\('r<! not oiilv dishcaitened but ilisgusted

at finding that, by llntt miseialde species of special pleading Inun whiili they had so long

pull'cretl, tlieii- Governor v ;is j.ubliely to be de|u-iM'il of the patimiam' which iiad constitu-

tionally been inlru'^teil lii liiru, under the republican excuse tlial h" nUL^lit \h' " reliernl froiu

an iNViiinus (//////, ami be pliieed Ix pond the reach of unij possible repnnvh |/"/ the iiioi>\ (<f harims

e.mploijed it uMcisilij or irilli undue farour toanij person irha.'erir."

In Knglaiid, every plain honest man would look down with conteni|>t upon sn-picimis sind

insinuations of this rniture, but. In a little remote community, the withering ejli-ct ufxui the

Licute;iant-Governor of tui'li mn'orfhy prei.aiition, on the part of the (.-iueen's .Ministers, is

indiscnb.ably pnjudiciiil ; for, with the fatal exjinijile of a licentious republican go\<'rmncnt

before his eyes, it is inqjcisible for uny reflecting inliabil;inl to compare the systematic man-
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ner ia which her Majesty's Ministers fetter the legitimate influence of th(? Q,neen's represen-

tative, and ttnfetter the inruly passions of the rnol), without clearly f'orseeing that life and j)ro-

perty, in our noble Nc.iii American colonies, must inevitably, ere long, become, as in the United

States they have become, the defenceless victims of the violence and tyranny of the multitude.

The attention of the reader has hitherto been directed to a series of small aggressions

which, one after another, her Majesty's Ministers iiuvc made upon British institutions in

America. The mere ilraniat'iK pemomv of the jjolitical tragedy which, by day as well as by
night, has unceasingly been performing in our colonies, constitute a band of witnesses whose
united testimony cannot be opposed.

The countenance shown by her Majesty's Government to Mr. M'Kenzie, Mr. rai)ineau.

Dr. Holph, Mr. liidwell .Mr. Bedurt, and even to a whole list of traitors, for whose ;ip[)rehensioii

the Crown is now oilering innnense rewards, viewed simultaneously with iho depression, by
her Majesty's Ministers, of Sir John Colborne, Sir Archibald Campbell, Sir h'ranris Head, and
more or less of every Govovnoi' in our Nortii American colonies, art^ corroiiorftive facts, which
the public as an impartial jury, can.'iot Icng consider without uiuinimously agreeing in their

verdict.

Nevertheless, thotigh u ith aparcnt malice [ircpeiise our colonial institelions may secretly

have been iittncked " with intent to kill," it has so liappeneil, or, to s])eak more gravely, it has

tirovideritially been decreed, that, by the good sense and good feeling of the inhabitants of

Ipper Canada, tln^ blows have not only l>een parried, i)ut, the leiuling i/aitors having been
driven from the land, the loyalty of that province, like niolten gold, has actually been puritied

by the conilagration which attempted to consume it; and, as the Legislature of New Bruns-

wick, as also of Nova .Scotiii, not only publicly applauded the iitlelity of their sister province,

iait, wluMi the .\merieans atlaeke<l our (lohuiics, voted a \oluntc(M- army nith upwards ol

=£1UU,(I0() to repel the invasion of dcniocracv, one would have thought that lier Nfaiesty's Min-

isters (seein.z that the Duki^ oi' Wellington and Sir Robert Peel most willingly lauded these

brave defendcu's of the British Hag) would have felt themselves absolutely compelled to obtain

from th(> Imperial Parliament, in the form of resoltit ions, stune sort of stntng expressions of

admiratiiui, by which the Transatlantic (lefenders of our institutions, would have been encour-

aged in thiur exertions, ami supported under the sutlerings they had been cidled upon to

endure. 'I'lie ominous silence, however, of her Majesty's Ministers on these subjects, coupleil

with the ill-timed coinplimentarv expressions of eonlid'^iice which, on everj opportunity, they

s(jcmed detentiined profusely to hea[> upon our re|)ub!; ,<-\ allit^s, inversi-ly as they deserved

them, cli-'arly inilicated tluit their destructive policy was i otyct ''< be aba:;;!'.)!ied ; and accord-

ingly, after a long period of anxious suspense, they formally announced to both Houses of

Parliament, in the most imposing manner our constitution admits of, the ruinous project of " r/

union of the Qniiulds."

As her Majesty's Ministers cannot feel thoni; .ives entitled to claim from Parliament, Ironi

the t:ountry, or from the inhabitants of our Nortli American provim.'es, a blind assent to .so

important a measure of cohjuial legislation—as they camiot ask for implicit faith in their poli-

tical principles, or claim to possess any more knowledge on the sul>ject in (piestion than can
l)e transmitted by them to the public as easily as they have received it— it becomes necessary

tlnit their })roject should be seriously, and, if possible, im{)artially considered.

On the 28th of October 1830. when I wa.s in perfect harmony with the Legislature and

j>eople of Upper Canada, I transmitted to her Majesty's Government " A Mt'iiioidiiffnm on. Ihc

Politirul Staff of the CaiuuUis" (vida Narrative, page J 21,) in which I otticially disclosed rea-

sons for rejecting the proposition of the union of the Canadas, which I stated to be fearfully

recommended "
1>jf all those deep calculatin;^ repuhlkauK in both provinces, iclio shinnl/i/ forrsair

that the union of the two provinees would erentiuilli/ muse tlieir sepirralion from the parent state."

Besides these arguments against a union, I respectfully submitted to the consideration of her

Majesty's Government a remedial measure l"or the trani|uillization 0*" le Canadas, by which I

conceived that democracy in general, and Mr. Papincau's adherents in particular, would most

effectually be curbed and repressed.

'

,* ';.•..•.

.'«.]
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For reasons which have yet to bo explained, her Majesty's Ministers suppressed from <

Parliament the arguments, the wariiings, and the reconimentlations which, ai'ter a personal

inspection of the province, and after a patient consultation with the most intelligent of its

inhabitants, I luid otfcred to tiiem ; and, although the Government had just exi)ended a very

large sum upon a Commission of hujuiry, expressly appointed to'obtain'information for Par-

liament—although the variegated (and, as far as Upper Canada was concerned, the unexper-

ienced) opinions of the Royal Commissioners exhibited, when printed, aicoiifliction of intel-

lect and a confusion of language which has scar, ely been witnessed eince tlie days of Babel

—

her Mfijcsty's iMinisteis placidly allowed both Houses of Parliament, without rudder or com-
pass to tlirccl ihem, to be bufl'uted on the waves i.f this controversy ; ihey allowed a series of

weak inefroctual Resolutions to be adopted, without ever permitting the country to take into

its consideration, or to weigh in its impartial judgment, the official opinion, good, bad, or indif-

foront, of the Lieutenant- (jovernor of the Upper Pro"incc on the very subject before them.

At the time ni}- objections against uniting the two Canadas were transmitted to her

.M;iiosty's Covernnient, 1 had no rcasen whatever to urge them, excepting the duty which I

owl'iI to I'ly sovereign. Instead of being suspected of iinreasonably mistrusting the loyalty of

tlio people of Up|)ei Canada, I might rather have been suj)posed to have' been carried awav
troiii cautious judguKMit by the manner in which they had responded to • my appeal. With
e\ery loading ropu!)lifun discarded from the House of Assembly, I might have been supposed,

intoxicated by success, to have neglected to calculate tliiit my enemies still remained in exist-

ence ; and that iioreafler thoy migiit (as they did) make a last desperate vH'ort to rebel.

Vet. nolwiihstantling the smiling prospect that was before me, I deliberately gave it ns

my opinion, tli.il the unruly jiropensitie.-', natural to a healthy young psnvince, were us much
as I felt I had powor to restrain!—that the proposed attempt te> infuse into it the rebellious

French mnjorily oi' the lower country " nwiild ..epa/afc the Cdrudas from the parent state"—
-fliiit l>olli pinviiircs iroiild he einharraxstd hij thc'tr Wi'wn—and that between the two stools the

Ijrid.ih CoHntitution irould fall to the ground.'

Now, instead of being." raised from acoachman'.s scat to govern men and guide the state,'"

Ijt us suppor^e that the case were to bo reversed, and that any one of our "liberal statesmen"

were to l)e transferreil to a coachman's seat to drive four healthy young horses, which on the

sliglitest declivity l:e tisit he could scarcely hold—let us suj)pose that, after the reins had re-

m;iiiicil in his liimds siilficient time to make him perfectly well acrpiainted with the temper
of his cattle, be wore conscientiously to warn his owners of the dilliculty and danger of his

po.-.i—that his warning, instead of being made public, were to be ke[)t secret, and that, as a

remedy for llic evil, ho were suddenly to be told that six notorious runaway animals, that no

(•o;iclinian lind ever iiecn able to hold, were in future to be prelixed to his own hard-mouthed
teiini—would it ri'fjuirc a statesman's intellect io declare that the whole concern would be

wiiluily anniiiilatoil \ Yet this homely case, absurd and rediculous as it ap|)ears, is exactly

tlie proposition which h.is deliberately emanated from her Majesty's Ministers I

Tlie journal^ of the Legislature of Up])er Canada will show the difficulty that Sir Pere-

grine Maitland, who was ten years Lieutenant-Governor of the province, experienced in res-

training the encroachments of the House of Assembly.

The -janie journals will show th John Colborne ended eight years' administration oi

the same goverimienl by leavinj^ 1

'

atn a republican Speaker (Mr. IJidwell,) heading a

repuljlican mnjority of 30 againsl '/

The same journals wiH show that, on more than one occasion, I could but barely resist

the democratic pressure of the House.

The same journab will show the difficulties which my successor. Sir George Arthur, has

similarly experienced.

A-*, therefore, it has undeniably been the case that during the last 21 years the popular

liranrli of the Legislature of Upper Canada ha.s evinced as strong a centrifugal force as it

( ousiiintionally ought to possess, for what honest object could it possibly be proposed by her

.Majesty's Ministers, that to the repie.'^entatives of l()O,00l.» inhabitants, who with dilficulty had

been jioverned, there .should be added the headstrong representatives of fJOU,000 Lower ("ana-

dians, who for the last !20 years have daily becotnc more and more ungovernab'e, until, headed

by Mr. Pa|)incau, having broken out in open rebellion against their- sovereign, they at tliia

moment can only be restrained by the bayonet and by martial law ?



fndf Victoria, 18:19.] Narrative, by Sir F. B. Head. 5

(SUPPLEMENTAL CHAPTER.)

Could Mr. Papineau himself, if he had been consulted bv her Majesty's Ministers, have
devised for them a republican project more certain to subvert British institutions in the C'ana-

das, than to throw a million of inhabitants upon an executive Government, and upon a Gover-
nor who with difficulty had been able to govern 400,000 1

Could the American citizens, who dishonourably invaded Upper Canada the moment
they t'tncied she was in distress, if tliey had been consulted by her Majesty's Ministers, have
devisoil for them a more certain receipt for wresting the Cauadrs from the British Crown,
than, by an amalgamation of the two Legislatures, to dilFuBe th.; loyalty of the Upper Pro-"

vince over more ground than it could garrison, and simultaneously to infuse into the veins of

the loyal country the disloyalty of the Lower Province 1 for, when both were tainted and
corrupt, what resistance could they offer to that newly-discovered fertium quid, commonly
called " American symnathy t"

But, omitting for a moment to take into consideration the deadly effects that would be
produced by injecting into the House of Assembly the poisonous majority of the Lower Pro-
vince, my despatches to the Colonial Office wouki indisputably show the serious difficulties

which, as a civil Governor, I practically experienced when suddenly attacked by the Ameri-
cans, in being obliged, by my instnictions, to'apply to the military commander of the forces

at Montreal, instead of being empowered at once to take those vigorous measures which the

over-changing exigencies of the moment rc(iuire((.' In winter it required a fortnight to receive

an answer from Quebec ; and, with a vast frozen territory, equalling in its extent .six of the

United States, with a huge unwieldy House of Assembly, secretly hostile to British rule, and
with a frontier of llOOlniles tO guard, whnt logi^ltttive rTieasares could promptly be completed
to repel the invasion of our republican allies ?

It is utterly impossible to conceive what excuse her Majesty's Ministers can offer to the

country for the astounding proposition which they have just made.

It is ca=j enough, under ihe special licence of Parliament, to solemnize the nuptials of

the two Can.idas ; bi." are her Majesty's Ministers prei)ared, after the fata) ceremony shall

have been concluded, tu name to the country the man competent to govern them ? or, abovc

all, lh» Seciitnnj of Sttue who, when they shall have been amalgamated, would have moral

courage enough to stand against the demands, however unreasonable they might be, of the

United House of Assembly ?

If the Colonial Office, deserting, in the hour of danger, the Canadian Governors, the

Executive and Legislative Councils, has hitherto invariably trembled before Mr. Papineau

and Mr. Bidwell —at their bidding h.as raised treason to the judicial bench—in short, with

recreant submission, hiis bowed its head to every blustering demagogue who has been encour-

aged bv its own.weakness to insult it,— is it for the maintenance or for the wilful th struction

of British institutions that, with this experience on record, it is now proposed to unite toge-

ther two forces, each one of which the Colon;,"! Secretary has wanted either the will or the

power to restrain !

If the expensive army, at present cantoned throughout Lower Canada, be a just e-stimate

of the rebellious spirit to be controlled there, might not her Majesty's Ministers as well fix a

mill-stone round the neck of the Upper Province, as to swamp their struggling loyalty by

deliberately attaching to it !>.i amount of treason ecjual to the force of an army of 17,000 men ?

Again, upon what grounds has this destructive recommendation been based?

I. The journals of the Legislature of Upper Can.ada record, against the project of the

union of the provinces, the following corri)borative joint address to his late Majesty, which, it

will be perceived, is dated six months after my bumble but deliberate recommendtition against

the iucasure had been officially communicated :

TO THE KING'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

Most Gracious SovEREmN:

VVc, Your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council and Com-
mons of Upper Canada, in Provincial Parliament assembled, humbly bog leave to address

your Majcstv, expressing the great concern which we feel at the (trcsent embarrassed state

trf the Local- Government in^your Majesty's Colorty. of Lowei Canada. Thoug'a deeply.

:.' ' >'<' J

i. t," 'V.

' t

,1* .* I
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sympathising with that portion of your Majesty's subjects whose tranquillity has been disturbed

by the long-pending difficulties in that province, and though fully sensible how fatally our

own interests and security are liable to be affected by their possible result, we have hitherto

forborne to intrude upon your Majesty with any expression of our opinions upon the posture

of public affairs in that colony.

That we have not now presumed to address your Majesty, in order to remark upon the

policy which has been pursued in the government of that colony, which interposes between

us and the United Kingdom, but for the purpose, which more directly concerns this province.

of statintT to your Majesty our apprehension, that a mistaken view of the condition and inte-

rests of the people of Upper and TiOwer Canada mai/ prompt .some per,wns inconsiderutehj to

presx upon your Majestij's Government the measure of uniting these provinces, as a remedij for

I'xistiiii; evils.

Wo have for some time past observed, that suggestions ofsuch a nature have been j)ublicl\

olVored both in England and Lower Canada, and we arc not surprised that our fellow-subjects

of t''if province, who arc sutfering under the present dilKculties, should be willing to risk the

( i.;>C',jaence9 of such an experiment. They may easily ])ersuade themseheslhat their situa-

tion can scaicoly be rendereil more eml>arras.sing by the failure of any expedients; and ihcv

uo !i'it to be blamed if, in the hope of obtaining some relief by the change, they forbear to look

nvolully into thi.' probable consei|Uonccs of an union to the welfare and tran(]uillity of this

p.iiiicular portion of your Majesty's dominions.

We earnestly trust, nevertheless, that your Majesty will graciously ciudescend to cou-

si<'"-, that the political condition of timr hundred thousand of your Mnjesty's subjects cannot

i' liri-wisc llian most mateiially uUbctcd by so important a clumgu in llie government.

—

I'r t.iC of opinion that such (I chongc irouhl c.rposr us to the dimmer of consequenrrs certuinhf

inr.urcenicnt, and po.tsihlji most ruinous to tlie jeace and welfare of this country, and destructive

iif its connexions with the parent state.

This province we heliere to he quite as large as can he eflectuaUi/ and conveniently ruled by

our executive (jovernment. United with Lower Canada it trould form a territory, of trhich the

settled parts from east to we.it would cover an extent of eleven hundred jnilcs, which, fur nearly half

the i/ear.can only he traversed hy land: the upjiosite territory of the United States, along the .vini-

extent offrontier, being divided into six States, having each an independent government.

The population whi. I. Upper Canada contains is almost without oxcejilion of British

descent. They >peak tin- s.-ime luiicuape, and have the same liiws, .Mi\ it is their pride that

the-ic laws are derived uom their mother-country, and are unmixed wilh rules and customs nt

foreign origin.

Wholly and lia[i|)ily free from those causes of difiicuify which are found so embarra.ssing

m the adjoining province, we cannot but most earnestly hope that w<« sliall be ^ulfered U>

continue so; and that your Maji-sty's paternal regard for your mimerous and loyal subjects in

this colony u-i/l not suffir a duublfnl <xperi)nint to be hazarded, which may be attended with con-

sequences most dctrijuental to their peace, and injurious to the best interests of thenuielves and their

posierity.

(Signed)

(Signed)

•3rd of March, 1S37.

JOHN B. ROBINSON,
Speaker, L. C.

ARCHIBALD M'LEAN.
Speaker, H. A.

It will appear from the follov.ing reply, which has been published by the Provincial

Legislature, that his late Majesty William IV., who had personally visited British North
America, fully concurred with the three branches of the Parliament of Upper Canada, and
with her Majesty's 2iresent Ministers, in deprecating a union of the two provinces:

't-
f,. .
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No. 170.

Dowmino-Sthkkt,

!21sf., April, 1837.

Sir,

I ha\c tlio lionour to ricknowlotlge vfnir dospnfcli (No, '2(\) of the 4th ultimo, in which
you transmit to me an Address to liis Majesty, from the Legislative Council and House of

Assemi)ly of [Ji)|)er Canada, deprecatinfj; an union between the two Provinces of Upjier and
Lower Canada,

1 lieg leave to acquaint yon that, having laid this Address before the King, his Majesty
lias been pleased to receive the same very graciously, and tf) conmiriiid ine to observe, that

the pniject, of an union between the two provinces Im.t not hicn contemplated by liis Mnjesty as

Jit to be recommemledjor llie sunctwu vf Parliaiiwiit.

I have, &.C.

(Signed) GLENELC.
Sir F. IIrad, Rart<

iVc ifc. Ifc,

2. His Excellency Sir John Coii)orne, the present Governor of the Canadas, is, I have
good reason for believing, against a union.

3. His Excellency Sir George Arthur, the present Governor of Upper Canada, is, I also

believe, against a union.

4. fiord Durham himself will not, I believe, deny that (;n the c\c of liis departure from
Lon(h)n for Ciuebec he replied to a deputation of Canada merchants, who waited upon him
to advocate a union, by declaring "that ererif argument .liet/ had expended upon him tended onhj

to conjirui his ohjertions to the project"—that to ihi: highest aiitliorites in Upper Canada his

Lordship inieiiuirocallji expressed the same hostile ojiinion ; and yet, with all these warnings and
concurrent ti'stiinony before them, no sooner did die single House of Assembly (overpowered
for a moment by the influence of ;i persevering individual solicitation, which aiso in this country

has for a long time been indefatigably canvassing not only the Government, but many mem-
bers of both Houses ot the Imperird Parliament) [lass resolutions, acconqianied t)y a series of

deceptive securities, in favour of a union, than her Majesty's Ministers (suddenly subscribing

to the recoinmendalion which Lord Durham, in direct opposition to his ou ti former opinions,

had bc'ju driven to promulgate after he hail abdicated his authority*) eagerly join with his

Lortlship, and with the .single branch of the Canadian Legislature, (for the upper house have
since thnnrii out the hill,) in a measure more serious, more I'atal, mure democratic, and more
overwhelming to British liberty than anything vvhich, in their fatal colonial career, they have
even \et ventured to recomtnend : in short, with the withering example before their eyes of

the ell'ects of Irish agitation in the Imperial Parliament, they have deliberately proposed to

overwhe'm the loyalty of the Upper Canadian Legislature, by wilfully infusing into its vitals

an irresislilile and insatiable French faction, avowedly hostile to British rule!

The revolutionary eiliicts of uniting the Canadas, was so glaringly ajiparcnt to the Upper
Province tiiat, when both Houses of its Legislature united in the session of 183 7 in petitioning

the late Kint; against the measure, the republican faction, \vho had been outvoted on the

(pie.-tion, had recourse to the following stratagem, which sulliciently evinced their anxiety to

arrest a petition they well knew to b(; subversive of their treasonable object.

• In llio fi'W (ilisPi-valKiiis F liiive rflivlo on Lord niirliiim's Report, I liiivo purposely confined myself iilmosi

eiilirely l<i those piissiij;es in whicli liis Lorilsijip Iritl so niinecessarily iissailed my cliaririiT and cnnducl. .As ills

Lordiiliip't reiomiiiendiiuoiit, iiuwuvvr, iiiviilvo vitnl inturests, I cannut refrain from making pnlilic one additional

instance of the uniniuntiiinni inaccuracy of his sttitcmcnts.

Ill lepmlini; on ihe k.-xecatii)n in Upper Caeuda of ihe traitors Loniit and Matlhews, his Lordship addresses her

Majesty as follows:—"The two persons w'.in suflered the e.xtr'-me penalty of llio law, nnfortiinitely engaged a greaf

share of ilie piilillc sympathy: il'eir pardon had heen solicited in petitions signed, it is generally asserted, bi/ no Icsi

titan SO.OCl of titrir counlrymni." By the last p.icUiM, ollicial accounts haveairiveJ ol the e.iicl numliei of the

petitioners above alluded to, icho only amounted altugether to 4,^45 !

y n
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After tln! 1)111 liiul passed tliroiigli botli Iloiisea, m sliorl. eiistouriry address was proposed

and jiassed in the As.-einMy, praying mo to Iraiisiiiil tlie pelitioii to the Secretary nt' Stale, to

lu' laid at the foot of the tlinme. As a matter ol' course, it passed tliroiigh tlie [iOgishitive

Coiiiicil, and, the measure itself liaving Itcen already curried, the last readiiii; of this second

uddri'ss was negligeiilly deferred hy the House ol' Assc-rnhly to the very last day of the session.

Tiie repuhlican memhers, observing tliis, secretly joined together to tiefeat it hy spcakini'

a"!iinst time, and iiecordingly the notorious traitor, J)r. Ilolph, whosliortly afterwards jilanned

the attack upon Toronto, and for whose apprehension a reward of .iTjUU is now oll'ered,

uclualiv ///(/speak against time, and ohsliiiately continued lo do so, until the firing ot" the guns,

which announced luy having left (iovernment House to jirorogne the Parliament, put a sudilen

end to all dchale, and the l{.e[iul)hcans tlius actually prevented the short address from being

j)asscd I

This petty conspiracy was nreourse reported by me to her Majesty's Ministers. The
loud simple warning which it oll'ered to them I hoped would have been irresistible; never-

theless, although it is still rinying in their ears, they now one and all join with Dr. Rolph and
li;^ adherents in recommei'dinu to the country the very Kepublican measure which, six months
bel'iMC the occurrence I have just related took place, I liail fiim) a station of trust and confi-

dence faithfully warned them ini.i diivuciitcd hij cur cncmiiii.

In lS2t2 the Tory p;ii-ty in F.nglanil proposed the same fatal measure of a union, but tlie

allege I ''grievances' ol our Noilh American colonies were then, incredible as it now sounds,

actually l)elicved to be substantial, the leading reformers of the Canadas were not then, as

I'.ey n )W are, known to be traitors, and their device for the union was then received vvitlK)ut

any suspicion lieing entcrlaincd of its real object.

It would be well if lla; future historian of " T/ie Decline a.id Fall of Ih' Ihili.sh Emjiin"
i 1 ukl pause here : but the form in which her Majesty's Ministers have introduced this measure
H.ust surely appear lo poslo'ity more culpable even than the measure itself; !i)r, instead of

luanlully bearing upon their own shoulders the awful responsibility of a recommendation
uisupporlcd, 1 believe, by any of the represi-ntatives of the Crown in our North American
( i!onu

M
or l)V auv ol the ^Ciiislative or Executive (.'ouncils ol these provinces, her Majesty's

[inisters deliberately advised the Ciueen to pronounce, before tiiat portion of her Majesty's

)eech which related to the subject of the Canadas had been discussed by Parliament, a

lioyal opinion in tlie following lines:

—

"Her Mtijestif thinks proper to acquaint the House (uf Lords and Commons) tluit it appears

to her Mdjcsfi/ that the future welfare of her subjects in Lower and I'pper Canada will be jiro-

)i_ f/ed by a union of the said provinces into one provincefor the purpose of legislation."

Although every loyal subject in tlio British empire must admire the generous unsuspecting

confidence which induced a youthful C-lueon to place such implicit reliance in the recommen-
d.itions of her Ministers, yet surely il was their f)ounden duty to have taken unto themselves

tlic undivided responsibility of a measure which, they cannot before the country deny, liai>

.solely emanated from their own breasts. •

ConsideriuL' tliat the vast itnportanco of this trans-Atlantic question demanded that in

both Hoi;.-es of the Imperial Parliament it should, witliout bias of any sort, be oj)enly and

freely discussed, surely it would have been better that the opinion of the Ministers should be

(.:invas~ed, and. if necessary, refuted, than that a single word of argument shoidd be raised

n^.'iinst the innocent recoiiunendatiou of one v\ hose name lias, I firmly believe, never yet been

connectod in I'pper Canada with any csitresjio'i but those of the purest aifection, and of the

deepest respect!

Considering the fipinions of the Lieutenant-Governors (her INfajesty's representatives in

our Noitli American provinces)—considering that her Majesty's Ministers had but a few days

ago pri!itc(l and laiil before both Houses of Parliament a despatch from me, dated '28th

October, IS^ifi, in which, in unmeasured terms, I had shown the re/iublican tendency of the

project, surely it would have been more decorous that my humble opinions should have been

lirought before Parliament, in opposition to those of her Majesty's Mmisters, than to that of a.

Sovereign lo wljose pcrsoi', dignity, and throne I am hunddy but most dutifully attached.

I-
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QUESTION OF THE CLERGY RESERVES.

From llio IHsIiop of Exctor, to vvlioni 1 litui liad nccasioii to address a letter on tlio 9uF)ject

ol'soiiio eiclosiasiical resoliuimis wliicli had lieeii passed in Upper Canada, I had the honour

to rcreive, on the "J.'jlh of Alarch last, the f'ollowini^ note, to whieh 1 ininiediately returned

the lbil()uin;j; re[ily. From several other very ahle supporters ol' the Established Church 1

al'terw.irds ret'eived similar observations.

It ap[icarinjj;, thereibre, to me advisable that, in a new edition, the explanation which (

had had the honour ol' privately submitting to the llishup of Exeter should be made public, I

ap[)lieil lor permission to publish his Lordship's letter as well as my own. His Lordslii[) hav-

ing readily complied with my suggestion, I commit the subject to the public without further

comment.

Coi'v OF A LK»"rKR rnoM the Loki> Itisnoi* ok Exktoii.

ToiKUAV, 22i)d Miirch, 18.38.

Sir,

I am confident that you will forgive my troubling you with anol'ier letter, in order to

prevent inisajii)rehension on a point which I feel to be of the highest inij ortancc.

In my sincere expression of the very high gratification which, in comnon with the world
at large, 1 bad ri'ceived from the perusal of your interesting volume, 1 mai e no reserve; lest,

therelore, I slioidd be misunderstood, as including the whole of its contents, i think it necessary

to say, that I lamented to r<!ad, in |>. '289-l>0 of your "Narrative," (the pas lage which relates

to clergy-reserves,) your recomme'idation "that they shoulii be diviiled among the C/iiirc/ii's

of England, Scotland, lt.om(\ and Wesleyan Methodists, in the proportions which the popula-
tion of these great sects relatively bear to each other in the mother-country."

Deeming this reconnnendation ti) be in direct violation of a great and sacred principle, I

i,'rieve thai it has come forth with your very high authority.

Do not suppose that I wish to draw you into a discussion of this point. Aly only reason

for troubling you witli a letter u[)ou it is to sustain my own [)rinciples, and to avoid the appear-
ance of inconsistency in hereafter (as it may probably ha|)pen) asserting them in Parliament

—

though I shall not have occasion to remark on your holiling dillerent sentiments, unless it be
first cited as an authority by others.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

. Your very obedient servant,

H. EXETER.
Sir F. B. Hkad, Bart.

':' n

v.^i}^;
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Copy of Rei'ly to the ahove.

Atherstone, 25tli March, 1839.

My Lord,

I will not attempt to ex[)ress to your Lordship my gratitude for the valuable sincerity

with which you luive exjirossed to me your opinion on a most important subject, as I trust I

shall be [)ermittcd after the Easter recess to do so personally. I will therefore at once endea-
vour to explain, rather than to exculpate, the two pages in my Narrative, to which you have
referred.

I fully admit that my recwmmondation—" That the clergy revenues of Upper Canada
should be dividetl among the churches of England, Scotland, Home, and Wesleyan Metho-
dists, in the pro|K)rtioiwi which the population of those great sects" (I ought to have said<OM-

munidex, a-s the word urct has, I am aware, a clerical meaning which I never intended to con-
vey, and which I regret I have conveyed) " relatively bear to each other in the mother-coun-
trj'," was a direct violation of a great and sacred principle ; and, as this is my opinion, or

rather as I concur in this opinion with your Lordship, I should really be glad to hear your
Lordship maintain this important principle in Parliament.

^if:

V '.:i
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1 hope, tlieroforo, I may not bo considered as arguinj; ngniiist the prinoipli', if I endeo

vour to expliiiii why I was <liiven to alMiiulon it, which I did lor tin; samn roiisori which indu

Cfs ii pilot, wlio, ill !i i.'!i''' of wind, comes on board a vessel iti li'tiiuird ol' if liarbom , to run

into any crciL in wliicli 1' in'iy s;r ; at least a portion of the carno.

Mv attention, wiiilc I w.-is in Upper C!ana(hi, was so iinich iiceupicd in resisting,' treason

in tlie coliMiy and trciicliery al home, that I had n(>t much time to d.'ux-' to the ipn-stion ot

the clergv-roserves, bnt my humlile opinion, such as it is, I will, with 'ut l!..; sliyhlot conceal-

tnent lay before your Lordship.

1 consider that, after having very nnwisely, aiuJ almost nnconsiitutioiially established the

Frencli rclii;ion, langtiage, and laws (ihrei' elements which ought never to have been admit-

ted) in Lower t'linad.i. it was clearly the intention of the Imperial I'.irliament to maUt^ the wil-

derness of l'p[)er Caniula a purely British colony ; and accordingl\ the aiorn was ])lanted l(/

piuducv the ciak.

The Sov(Ten.'n was to be represented by General Simeoc ; the T louse of I^ords by a

Leijislntive Council ; the Mouse of Commons l)y a House of .Vssembly ; and the Kstablished

Church (\vlii('h fm-ms as mucli a portion ot our constitution a.*: any other element in it) was to

be niaintaineil and supported by the clergy-reserves.

I firndy belrevc not only thi-^ was the intention of the Imperial I'arhiiment, but tliat it was
the only pro])er course to pursue ; for, tliougli many j>eople may be of opinion that there

ought to be no such thing as an Established Church, yet no reasonable man can say th.at this

important (juestion should be decided in one way al home, and in another way in our

colonies.

The Churcli and State being firmly ri\-ctc<l together at liome, it was, I believe, not only

the intention but the duty o( the Imperial Parliament to make in the infant colony of U[)per

Canada such ji provision as would ensure to our retiundiiiit popiilatJt>n that they might emi-

crate to the same laws and same reliijion uiiich are eoiiutenanced at home.

But though this w.'>s intended, yet there was a slight obscurity in the wtu'king of the Act,

wtiicli I think the girnlians of the Church ought, in ihe progress of tin- iill, to have cleared

avvay; but s;>iuehow ^r rliie • it escaped their notice. Nevertluilcss, if the (Jliurch of England
had been at once prori-riy -uid lirmly established, and if the t|ueslion now in dispute had lieen

at once gra;i|)l(!d will., 1 lirmly Ix^lievo the Parli uiienl would have settled it according to the

origiuid intention; but tiie (bllicidty of the present day was not then foreseen, and the doubt
vvas suH'ered to remain until ISIO, when a case was drawn up and submitted to the (!rowii

oiliccrs in a way which, certainly to tne, seems to favour the admission of the Scotch Church
to a partici|)ation in the clergy-reserves. I must, however, most humbly say, that I have always

dis.sented from the oj>inion of the Crown otiicers on this sid)ject.

I read the Act of .3] Ceo. HI. c. 'W, to mean the planting of our Church and State in

one of the noblest portions of the IJritish empire, and I lliink we might as well now pretend

to doubt what Sovereign the (JoviM'iior was intended to re|)rcseiit, as what Church was to be

reiiresented, or wiial was the reel ineatring of "a Protestant clergy."

But, instead of the obvious and eonstitulional, if the literal meaning be claimed, then the

Metliodists assert that they are as much a " Protestant," or Anti-Catholic clergy, as the Scotch.

All thes(> elements of dispute were left, to fermetit until the year 183(>, wlieti I assumed
the Govermiii'nt, bringing with me instructions which, instead of dejirecating any alt(;ration

in the provision, seemed to consider tha}, it was not only the natural etl'ect, i)ut the fulfilment

of the intention of the Act of 31 (leo. HI., which Act, not being able to anticipate "what
might be the ]trevailing opinions and feelings of the Canadians on this subject at a future

period," took lull precaution against "tlie inaptitude of a systematic [irovision for a Protestant

clergy" to more (idnaiiced stiigix of .society.

The.se sort of sentiments being publicly avowed by II. M. Minister.'!, the law-oflicers ol

the Crown having officially di'iiied th(> right (ff the Church of England to tlie reserve in (jues-

tion, the Methodists being encouraged to claim a sliare, and l.'J,00(),OUO of lawless pco[)le on

our border being hostile to the cxi.stence on the continent of America of either Churcli or State,

I saw before mo but too many reasons to believe that, unless the rjiicstion were .somehow or

other speedily settled, it would be almost im[)oss Ible to rcsi.st the insidious, specious, but unprin-

((*opy.
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's1k)uI(
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oi|ili?(l |irni)()sili()ii whicli wtu daily guininir Hlrunixtli, iiiitncly, of Uuvoling tho reHerven to the

i>ur|H)so ol c(liiciilioi), wliirli wus pluusiM}' aigiicd to he tm universnl blessing to society.

The drcaill'iil picture wliicli exists in the United States lor want of r(!ii<iion. made ine

rotloct that it' we attenijjtcd too much wo miyht lose all ; and that, in divitling the reserves In

the |)ro|Kn'tions yen hiivc il>jt>cted to, we should, at :dl I'vcjiils, .lOmn the immense olijeet r)t

ostalilishin^ reli;;i(in in ('ji^mt Camilla on a |irinci|ile ami in |)ro|>c>rii(ins which woulii not lie

alterc<l by every dillcient batch of emigrants that mij^iil iirrixc in tho province.

'i'h.'il my pin|)o^itii>M (sci- Mem. A) wus ;i, di'p:iiliiie liinn the rc;d mcanini,' of the .Act.

\i/.. ']] (ico. 111,1 hast-' Milmilled. I hope 1 have idsosliown ir^* ;.'(mici;iI \\ iilingi:css to fac(- any
invasion of that Act ; but I do not hesitiilo to own to you, tlirit to do what I wished in the

cleruy-rcservi! (|uesliciri \\:is more than I could iilicnipl—the ii|iiiiinn of tiie Crown ollicers

Was iin ol). Uicie 1 could not -urinnuut.

With i-(.spect to admiltin'; the Culhidics, wbu certninly I'orm no part of the J'roliw-

i"^//;/ Church, I liiive to olisi;r\e, llitil, as ilie o

set aside— Isf, by the opinion oi the law oil"

sively 10 ihi- Cliurch of Ku^land ; iind "Ji,

pectini; "///^' i/i'i/>fi/>/i^c" of the oriuiual :irr;i!

the principle iip<ui which the Calholio
ihiit il could hrtrdiy pniciically be exert-d

to be ntlmild'd, the Catholics. wl;t), on liu- insurrection bursting; out, proved bra\p and
loy.'d to a man. miL;ht at once have joined the Catholic priesthood of Lower Canadn. I dn
not approve of this latter argument, yet it is not alto^t.'lher devoid of political \veight.

I liop(.> you will excuse the ini]ierlect manner in wliicdi, by return of po<t, 1 have replied

' intention of the Act, lis I construe it. wns
I the rc-^erves were iml In be given exclu-

.'r opinion, of lu r Mujcsty's Ministers res-

" '/ir /lien (iifi'(i)irc(/ .if(i<(('s ri/'snc/ch/,''—
'rt excluded wns so much impaired

I ih If the Scotch and Methodist were

lo your obliging eommun'calioti.

! have the honour to be,

My Lord,

Voiir J^iordship's faithful

And most obedient servant,

' 1

V. B. HEAD.
Tliu LoKii Bisiioi- iif ExL'ier.

'''„'
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The following private Mcmiorandum, [A] (containing the observations objected to by
the Misliop of l'',xeter, in my "Narrative," page 28!t, 'Jild,) was written by me at Toronto, in

lS.3ii, with a view lo assist, if po>sibli.', the adjustment of the clergy-reserve question.

(Copy.)

MKMORAMJtM [A.]

CLERGY RESERVE QUESTION.
" It appears to me that this (question miyht be practically settled in something like the

following manner :

—

'• L '. Debate and settle wliellicr, under existing circumstaiice.s, it be advisable that tlu?

Clingy Reserves should (according to the 'U (Jeo. lll..c. 31. .s. JG and -f2, an<l accoriling to

that inter[iretation of the said Act which was given by his Miijesty's Law OfTicers on the loth

Nov. ISl!)) rontiiiue to Ix.- confined to the Cliiirc lies of England and Scotland only, or whether
the Actsh(nild (in virtue of the powers in its 4'Jnd section) be varied or repealed, with a view

to admit other religious sects to a share in the proceeds of the said Clergy Reserves.

" 2(1. In case the first of these two (jueries should be agreed to, namely, that the reserves

'should continue to be confined lo the two Churches of England and Scotland only,' nothing

would then remain but to determine the exact proportions which each of the said two Churches
should receive.

"An attempt to make this calculation from the property, or from the population of the

tv/o Churches, as they at present exist in this colony, would be objectionable :

—

M'^
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" Because the requisite statistical information does not exist:

" Because the inquiry would excite and agitate the adherents of both Churches, and yel

-iutisfy neither

:

" Because, ahnost before the calculations could be copcludcd, emigration might suddenly

mill and subvert it.

•' The foregoing objections, vvilh many of (i similar nature, would be obviated by calcu-

liiting the desired ratio on the broad, safe, constitutional m;ixi;n, or fact, fhut this colony, being
//< much an asijluinfor all liriti'ih Subjects who may hereafter choose to come out here, as it is for

those who have already become its inhabitants, ought to be considered as the image and transcrij>t

of the mother-country, and, consequentlj', that the Churches of England and Scotland (what-

(nor may happen to be the population at this moment) should be assumed to bear the .same-

relative proportion to each other in U[)per Canada as it apjiears, by printed statistical tables,

that they bom\ fide now bear to each otlwr in the mother-country.

•' By this amicable arrangement, of the question in dispute, all angry feelings, all local

jealousies, all religious animosities, ail petty interests, all fluctuating com[)arisons, would be
1 vol (led.

•' It is true llmt emigration mighv. occasionally HUsify the adjustment, but, as it is poverty

;inil not religion that propels, our countrymen from their homes, there woulil always be reasoi^

to expect that the assumed average would eventually become the correct one.

" In case the sccoixi of the two queries should be agreed to, namel}', that the Act of 31

fieo. III. c. 31, 'ought, in virtue of the powers contained in its 42nd section, to be varied or

repealed, with a view to admit other religious sects to a participation,of the proceeds of the

clergy reserves,' the denomination of sects to be admitted, as well as the proportions thej

siioiild each respectively receive, might be determined on the same broad constitutional prin-

ci[)le which has already been described ; that is to say, all tiiose great sects might be recog-

nized in Upper Canada, which on account of their numbers and importance are considered as

churches in the Motlicr-country, and each of the said sects might be assumed to possess the

.^ame relative population in Upper Canada as it actually po.ssesses in the mother-country.

N. B..—" In the foregoing memorandum nothing is directly or indirectly recommended .

all that is intended is to show in what way the different considerp,ti()Os,of the subject may be

practically dealt with.

" F. B. H."

Having now explained rather than defended the course 1 pursued in Upper Canada res-

]>ecting the clergy-reserves, it only remains for me to observe that my apprehensions that,

unless the reserves in question were secured without delay for religion, the House of Assembly
would impatiently slienate them to other purposes, have, I regret to say, since my letter to the

Bishop of Exeter of the 2bth March, been realized, the Assembly having just passed a series ol

resolutions, the two first of which -are, tljat the reserves .should be sold and applied to the

makiiig of roa'ls.

A FEW Remarks by Sir F. B. Head on a volume (containing 524 folio pages, and entitled

" Despatches from Sir. F. B. Head, Bart. K. C. H., relative to Canioda ; mth Answersfrom
the Secretary of State' ) which was Qp Wednesday laid by her Majesty's Government
before Parliament.

• 1 I complain that, in this volume, the portion of despatches called for by his Grace the

Duke of Wellington, as.'being necessary to repel Lord Durham's allegations against me, \\a$,

contrary to my most earnest request, been jumbled with the portion subsequently required

for Mr. Joseph Hume's object, by which admixture the two cases, which, separately considered,

would have been substantiated clearly in my favour, have been rendered incomprehensible

and confused.

2. I complain that in this volume her Majesty' Government.have done me the injustice ol

reversing the order of the House of Commons, as declared in the title-page, by giving to their

own ably-written " answers," which are followed up by the most-tedious documents, the un-

, heard-of. advantage of being printed before, instead of after, my despatches, to.which th^y
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reply ! In no court ofjustice in the '/vorld would such a course of procedure be permitted.

In my case I conceive it to be particularly unfair, as the avowed object of the Duke of Wel-
lington's motion was to enable me to repel, not fresh misrepresentations, but those specific

allegations against me which her Majesty's Government had already deliberately presented to

both Houses of Parliament by comnianu of the Queen.

;). I complain that, although in this volume there has been unnecessarily republished an
irrek'Niint but most abusive report of a select committee of tliat Republican House ofAssem-
l)ly, which, a few months after my arrival in Upper Canada, I disolved—although the said

report, containing CG folio pages, signed by Charles Duncombe, a traitor, for whose appre-

hension a reward of X500 is now ollered, und by T. D. Morrison, lately tried for treason, wes,

at the request of Mr. Josej)h Hume, M. P., printed by an order of the House of Commons,
dated 23d ofJanuary, 1838—her Majesty's Government have done mc the injustice of exclud-

ing from this volume the counter-report of a select committee of the present loyal House of

Assembly, which report, signed by Colonel the Hon. Sir Allan M'Nab, the present Speaker,
triumphantly exposes the accusations made against me by the said traitor Duncombe, and by
his fellow-labourer, Mr. Joseph Hume, M. I*.

I submit to the calm judgment of unprejudiced men, that for her Majesty's Government
to pretend to comply with the Duke of Wellington's notion by rcpublishmg the corrupt, dis-

loyal rfeport of a Committee, whose chairman, after this report had been made public in Upper
Canada, was .so repudiated by the farmers and yeomen that he actually lost his election, while

on the other hand, they exclude the report signed by the Speaker of the present intelligent

and loyal House of Assembly, is not only a denial to me of justice, but an aggravation of the

injustice with which I have ')een treated, especially as the following extracts from Lord Dur-
ham's allegalion.s, contrtisted with the following extracts from the said report, will at once
show the veiy remarkable manner in whicti this excluded document meets and repels the

identical allegations, and almost the identical words, produced against me by her Majesty's

Government before both Houses of Parliament :

—

Extracts from Lord Durham's Report.

" The general support of the British determined the election in favour of the Govern-
ment ; and, though very large and close minorities, which in many places supported the de-

feated candidates, marked the force which the Reformers could Iring into the field, even in

spite of the disadvantages under which they laboured from the momentary prejudices against

. them, and the unusual manner in which the Crown, htj its representative, appeared to make itself

. a party in an electioneering contest, tbe rpsult was the return of a very large majority hostile in

politics to that of the late Assembly.
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" I say this without meaning to. cast any imputation on the members of the House of

Assembly, because, in fact, the circumstances under irhich they i^cre elected were such as to ren-

•<ier them peculiarly objects of suspicion and reproach to a large number of their countrymen.

" In a number of instances, too, the elections were carried. iy the uns.rupulous exercise of
tlie influence of the,,Government, and by a display of violence on the part of the Tories, who
were emboldened by the countenance affordetl them by the authorities. It was stated, but

I believe without sufficient foundation, that the Government made grants ofland to persons who
had no title to them, in order to secure their votes.

* » « . ,^« *

. '- This report originated in the fact, that patents for persons Avho were entitled to grants,

but had not taken them out, were sent down to the polling-places to be given to the individuals

entitled to them, if^iny were disQpsed to votefyr the Governjnent ji;qndidafe.

* • * .# . •

" It cannot be matter of surprise, that such facts, and such impressions produced in the

.country an exasperations and a despair of good government which extended fa: beyond thosje

ijwhp had actually been defeated at the poll.

" AN iehich is humbly submitted to your Majesty.
* "DURHAM."
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Extracts from (lie Excluded Report to the Honourable the House of Assembli/of Ujiper Canailu,

of a Select Committee to which was re/erred the petition of Charles Duncombe, Esquire,

to the British House of Commons. Printed by order of the House of Assemblij, and

adopted by more than two-thirds of the Members present.

"It will be observed, that Mr. Duncomhc re[)resents liiiiiscll' in tlic lirst |)iir!igr;i|)li ol'hi.-

petition as having been 'clcjmtetl by the Jleronncrs ottlie jirovince to lay bel'oie his JilajeslyV

Government anil the House of Commons, the dangerous crisis at which,' as he asserts, 'tlx'

art'airs of the province had unhappily arrived, through the uncoiistitntional violence and ont-

raiTc praclised and sanctioned by Sir J"'. He.id, the jircsent Lieutenant-Governor, and those

under his innnediate influence and control, at the late election, for the purpose of obtaining a

majority in the House of Assembly."

» #' * * urn «

••This paragra]>h" (tlic next item of coniplaint) "was evidently introduced by Mr. Dun-
combe in his petit on for a double purpose :

—

" 1. To persuade the House of Com ions anil his Majdstv's Government in England, that

a l>arty exists in tliis country, known as 'I'ories and Orangemen, who are tyrannically opposed

to the libeities of the [)eo[)le, and especially that jiortion oi' them self-designated ]{fforniers

:

•A\\{\, secondly, that tin; Lieutenant-Governor, the Attorney-General, the Jr^o!i^citor-Gen..val, asul

in general everv |)ublic functionary in the.j)rovince, corruptly endcavoureJ to aid and ;i»sist

the 'I'ories and Orani;emen in securing a return of their political jiartisans to the House of

Assembly. It would be diflicult for the parties accused to meet charges so vague and uncer-

tain ; but the Coumiittee deem it their duty to declare that the political distinctions Mr.

Duncombe would set up are as unfounded in fact as they would be injuriou.s to the jieace

and welfare of the community if they existed. The vast majority of the people of the pro-

vince are loyal to their Sovereign, and strictly and ardently opposed to those, and those only,

of their fellow-subjcc's, whose political doctrines they conceive lend to a subversion of the

C(jnstitution under which they live, and ultimate separation from the parent state. It only

remains for yciir honourable House indignantly to lepel, as this Committ(-e does not hesitate

to do, this gross and' unfounded aspersion of the integrity and independence of the electors of

Upper Canada.

" The Committee having thus disposed of the minor parts of Mr. Dunconibe's })etitioi!.

will now advert to that portion of it th;it may justly be considered as of the greatest import-

ance, viz., the accusation against his Excellency tlie Lieu'cnan(;-(iovcrnor; and it is with no

common degree of satisfaction that th^ Committed feci themselves justified in tleclaring that

every charge and insinuation made aga'nst a man to whom the ujce of Upper Canada owes

so large a debt «)f gratitude, for firmness of jjrincijjo and itic conduct, is wholly and

utterly destitute of truth. Few goveniors of a colony we. e e placed in circumstances of

greater difficulty than lho.so which assailed Sir Francis Head within thri'c months of his

assuming the government of the province; and it is, periiaps, not too much to say, that no

man could have met those dilKculties (ungeneroi.;sly and uiu'casonably thrown in his way)
with more temper, firmness, and judgnicyt than lie did.

"It would be out of jilace, and unnecessary, to advert more ])articularly to the causes

which led to the dissolution of the late House of Assembly. The whole country is familiar

with the facts, and ha.s honestly, deliberately, and conclusively pronounced their opinion upon

them; but it a[ipcars to have been the object of Mr. Duncombe, and others, to impress the

House of Commons and his Majesty's Government with the opinion that this decision of the

electors of the province was not bona fide, but brought about by means the most corrupt and

detestable.

« * * * « » «

"In order to inform themselves fully upon these subjects, the Committee has obtained

returns of every patent issued since Sir F. Head assumed the government of the province,

the date of the Order in Council under which they were completed ; the person to whom
made, where the lands are situated, and (as far a.o could be ascertained) whether voted upon
or not. This return will be found in the Appendix J. (1.), and from it will appear that the

total number oi patents that passed the great seal between the prorogation of the Assembly
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on the 20lh of April, 183G, and the close of the late general election, was 1478, of which
number 1245 were issued in pursuance of Orders in Council, made prior to Sir Francis Head's
arrival in the province, and over which he had no more control, and with which he could no
more have interfered, than any other officer of the Executive Government. Any attempt to

arrest these patents would most justly have subjected him to the severest censure and con-

demnation, as having disregarded the highest duties of his station, by (iepriving his Majesty's

subjects of their admitted and indisputal)Ie legal and constitutional rights. From the same
returns, it will appear that the whole number of patents issued under Orders in Council, upon
the authority of 8ir Francis Head, between the prorogation of the Assembly and close of the

election, was 150; and of these several were to females and other persona resident in parts of

the province remote from the place where the lands granted them were situate, and who
never could have contemplated making use of them for the purpose of voting. To render
the groundlessiu'ss of the charge against his Excellency, if possible, still more apparent (see

also Appenilix .1.), the committee have ascertained that the whole number of patents issued

under Orders in Council, since his arrival in the province to the close of the election, was
233 ; of which number 30 were for females, seven to purchasers from the Crown who had
j)aid up their purrhasc-money, 73 settlers under the Hon. Colonel Talbot and the Hon. Peter
Robinson, who were entitled to their deeds upon producing certificates of having performoil

their settlement duties, and 1?3 U. E. loyalists, militiamen, pensioners, and old soldiers. It

will prol)ably l)e onsidered as altogether unnecessary to dwell further on this point of accu-
sation ; but in justice not only to the Lieutenant-Governor, but to the electors of the province

themselves, who arc im[)licate<l in the charge, that the return of their present representatives

was ertected by I'raud and corruption, the Committee will shortly advert to the state of tho

polls at the conclusion of the elections for the ditl'erent counties, ridings, and towns in the

province, and contrast the evidence which the poll-books aft'ord with the unfounded assertion

that tho majorities they present were brought about by the means alleged by Mr. Duncombe.

" It will be thus seen, that in ten counties and in one town, seventeen members of the late

Assembly of the Reform parly were rejected, and the like number of persons of ojiposito

principles wore {)eaceably and fairly returned, and against whose return no opposition or com-
plaint has ever been made.

"The last House of Assembly was composed of Gl members, of whom 36 styled tiiem-

selves Reformers. If, then, 17 were taken from their number and added to their opponents,

the present Assembly, without reference to Sim^'oe or the sect)nd riding of York, would be

composed of 1!) Reformers and 42 adherents of the constitution as by law establi-shed ; the

only |)olitical distinction tho opponents of Reformers desire to nssume—a sufficient proof of a

deliberate change in the political sentiments of the people.

* 1, % * * * *

" But to proceed to Mr. Dunconibe's accusation: he asserts that he believes that he would
he able to prove that 'thousands of grants of land were (improperly) issued to overwhelm
legally registered votes, and voted upon ; that such grants were distributed openly at tho

places of election to persons who had not applied at that time for such patents, and who
received them to enable them to vote without paying the usual fees ; that at Simcoc, one of

the many instances, Mr. Ritchie, the Government emigrant agent, thus issued hundreds of

these grants to persons who voted immediately on them.' It is almost needless to dwell on
the gross misrepresentations contained in these assertions; as has been shown, the whole number
of patents issued amounted to less thnn 1500, not one of which was issued without paying the

usual fee.s, where any foes were payable, and of which less than 250 were issued under orders

of Council during Sir Francis Head's administration, and these to all descriptions of persons,

men and women, without distinction, in the usual mode, and upon the ordinary term.s. And
what are the facts with respect to tho assertion that 'Mr. Ritchie issued hundred.s of theue

grants to persons who voted immediately upon them V They are as follow :—Mr. Jarvis, the

deputy secretary and registrar, for the reasons mentioned in his letter hereunto annexed (see

Appendix I.), and without considting any other person, delivered Mr. Ritchie all theT patents

remaining in the office for lands situate in the County of Simcoe, some of them 10 and 15

years old, and not knowing whether the grantees lived in the county or not ; the whole num-
ber amounted to 303; of this 170 were returned, the owners not having applied for them.
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and 133 were distributed or retained in the hands of the agent, and only 18 of the persons

who so received tlieso deeds voted at the election, as appears hy the polling-book. Mr.
llobini:on'.s and Mr. Wickens' majority over Mr. Lount, alter less than two days' jmlling, was
126 anil 120 to 34. Your Committee deem further comment on this subject unnecessary.

—

Y<»ur Committee will, however, remark that Mr. Lount [niiice lumged for tiiusuii] was 8um-
inoued to appear before them, but has wholly neglected to do so.

"Before closing their lieport, the Committee feel it their duty to call the attention of

vour honourable House, and the Country, to the fact, that the petition of Mr. Duncombe was
presented to the House of Commons by Mr. Joseph Hume, a member of the Imperial Parlia-

ment for the County of Middlesex, and that that gentleman appears to have been chosen as

the aueil lliroiigli whom Mr. Duncombe [of this moment an outlawed traitor'] and Mr. Uobcrt
JJaldwiii have conducted iheir communications wilh the Colonial Olhce. And it further ap-

pears, from letters of Mr. Hume, addressed to some ol' the Ministers of the Crown, that he is

desirous of representing himself as the agent, or at all events as being auihoi'izcil to e.xpress

ilie sentiments, of iho peojjle of Uj^per Canada on the subject of their political feelings, and
I he puliiic aH'airs of the province. Your Connniltce are of opinion, that the honour and char-

acter of his Majesty's loyiil subjects in this province, rc(juire that it should be promptly and
emphaticaliy dcihired by their representatives, that Mr. Hume is among the last men they

would select to advocate their cause, or represent their feelings or wishes to the iiritish nation.

The people of Dpper Conada recollect, that in the year 1834 Mr. Joseph Hume addressed a

letter to a correspondci'tof his in this country [Jhc traitor W. L. i\PKcn:i&'], which, referrine

lo his correspoiiih.iii's recent expulsion IVom and re-election to the Assembly, contained the

joilowing treasoMai)le huiguase and advice:— ' Your triumphant election on the KJth. arid ejec-

tion from the Ax,*en>h/i/ on the 17th, must hasten that crisis which is fast approach inti; in the

affairs of the Conailas, and which n-ill terminate in indejwndenre ana freed-m from the Imneful

i/omina/ion of the mother-countri/, and the tyrannical conduct ofa small and despicabl:. faction in

!he colony. The proceedings between 1772 and 1782 in America ought not to he forgotten ; and,

to the honour of the Americans, and for the interests of (he civilized world, let their conduct and
the result be ever in view.' And, when it is rememberetl with what indignation and disgust

tlie publication of this detestable communication was received throughout the province, his

Majesty's loyal subjects cannot but regard with abhorrence the idea that the person who had

thus insulted them should be su[»po8ed by their Sovereign and their fellow-subjects in the

United Kingdom to be their accredited agent, that they held any communication wuh him,

or that he was in any way clothed with authority to sj)eak their sentiments or represent their

views on any subject, public or private.

"With reference lo the correspondence of Mr. R. Baldwin with Lord Glenelg, and

which has also been referred to your Committee, nnd xvhich is annexed to this report, little

need be saiil lurther than to notice the representations it in substance contains—that the

alfairs of this provitice have reached an alarming crisis; that the connexion with the parent

.^tate is endangered; that the people have lost all confidence in their Government; that they

have become dissalislied and discontented ; that, owing to the tyrannical and unjust conduct

of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, they are aimost driven to desjieration ; and that

nothing can save the country from revolution but administering the government agreeably to

his interpretation of the constitution conferred upon ns by the Itnperial Parliament. In

answer to all this, your Committee can only refer to facts that speak louder and carry greater

conviction than assertions, however boldly or confidently made."

Without offering a single comment on the foregoing " Report," I leave her Majesty's

Government to explain to Parliament why they did not deem it as worthy of insertion as the

irrelevant republican document of 66 folio pages which they have reprinted and brought

against me.

4. I complain that in this volume her Majesty's Ministers have most unnecessarily puh-

li.shed, first, their own answers to, and, secondly, my despatches entreating them to relieve

me from the pecuniary embarrassment in which they kept me during the whole time I was

in Canada; while, on the other side of the question, they have most unjustly withheld from
Parlirment the following despatches :

—

1. Two despatches to her Majesty's Secretary pf State, dateej the 15th qF RJay, 1838, in

which I state—'

"I
rccciviiji

4.
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1838, in

" As regurils liie amount of the sum awarded t</ iiie by the Govtrnment, I have no obser-

vation to offer, all discussion on that suhjecn having on my part ended with my administration
of tlie government of Upper Canada. While I was in that difficult sit'iation, J did not hesi-

tate to express tny opinion respecting the repayment to me of the expenses which I conceived
to be due to me. In this country, however, I nave no sucii arguments to ofler, no claims to

urge, and no desire to raise against the pecuniary award of her Majesty's Government, what-
ever il may be, a .single observation."

"To indemiiifv nic for the expenses of my return, which (including those for my family)

Imui tide amounted to X530 8s., her Majesty's Government luivo awarded me the sum of

XJOU, upon which, as I have already had the honour to state to your Lordship, I have not an
observation to oiler."

"2. A despatch to her Majesty's Under-Secrelary of Slate, dated tho 10th of August,
1838, in whieh, in reply to a comtniinication from Lord Glenela, dated the 'Jth of Maj', 1838,
and from the Undi.M-Secrctary, dated the btli of August, by which I was requested tp forward
an ollicial re))rese!itiition of the extra expense.; to which 1 had been eyposcti by the insurrec-

tion in Upper Canada, 1 replied as follows:—

"I have not with me any copy of my letter to Lord Gleiiela of the 15th of May, to

which you have referred, but I feel certiiin 1 only mentioned the two facts—fu'st, that, on the

insurrection breaking out in Upper Canada, I found it necessary to add to my stafl' three

extra aidLs-de-ciinip and a military secretary ; and, secondly, that, while no increase of salary

liad been granted to me, a iair allowance had been ordered by her Majesty's Government to

every British olli(;er on duty in Upper as well as Lower Canada. I say, I only mentioned
these two fai;ts to satisfy Lord (ilenelg of the justice of remunerating me for the bona/ule
travelling expe.iscs which I had been obliged to incur in coming from Toronto to England.

"These expenses are all I have applied for; and, as by your letter of the 8th instant, it

appears they have been granted to me, I beg to say I do not feel disposed to >rake any further,

pecuniary a|)plioation to lier Majesty's Government.

"I have the honour to be, &.c.

"RB. HEAD."

3. A despatch to the Secretary of State, dated tiie 8th of March, 1839, in which 1

stated

—

" I feel it necessary, on jiublic as well as on private grounds, unequivocally to decline

receiving the remuneratiju of my official expenses in tlie manner in which it has been pro-

posed they should be experimentally asked for from the House of Assembly, who would, I

consider, feel they were invited to refuse them by the despatch alluded to. Without entering

at present into the subject, I only beg leave respectfully to state that I had infinitely sooner
lose the indemnification in (]uestion than submit to a process to which neither Lord Gosford,

Lord Durham, Sir John Colborne, nor any other governor of a colony, after he had quitted it,

had ever been subjected.

" I have the honour, &c.
" F. B. HEAD.

"

4. A despatch to the Under-Secretary of State, dated March 30, 1839, in which I stated

—

"I perfectly understand that his Lordship can enter into no pledge respecting the pro-

duction either to Parliament or to the Provincial Legislature of my corresppndence with the

Colonial office respecting the non-payment of my official expenses. On the other hand, I feel

confident that his Lordship has not misinterpreted my reluctance to enter upon the discussion

of a subject involving only my own private interests, by cpnctjiving that I entertain the slightest

doubt or apprehension on the subject.

" To the Itutt moment no exertion shall he wanting on my part to prevent this discussion

.from coming before tlit public: should I however be unsuccessful, his Lordship will, I believe,

«ee reason to appreciate the feelings by which I have been actuated.

"I have the honour, Sec.

"F. B. HEAD.-^
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Considering the generosity, even towards on enemy, which liiis ever chiiructerized the

British people, and which surely ought thercl'ore equally to characterize the British Govern-

ment one would have thought that her Majesty's Minii^fers, seeing how I naturally shrank from

the idea of having my pecuniary aH'airs unnecessarily brought hcfore the public, would have
liberally refrained from doing so, most especially ns there existed no dispute u hatevcr between

U8 on the subject, 1 having declared in my Nariuttirc (ride p. 118) "that 1 felt bound injustice

to the Government to mention an otherwise iiisignilicaiit matter—namely, liiat her Majesty's

Government had with strict justice recently j)aid me the whole of my expenses." But, though

the rioht of her Majesty's Government unnecessarily and ungenerously to moot this subject

cannot be denied, yet, in bringing the question belbre the public, in compliance with the l)uke

of Wellington's motion, they were perfeciiy unjustilicd iti withholding i'rom Parliament aU

that side of llie corrcs[)ondenco which they well kii<nv tended unanswerably to s.itidly

every liberal mind that I had sued for nothing bi'yond tlic bare repiiymeut of the expciij^cs to

which I had been subjected.

Having, I trust it will be admitted, done everything in my power to prevent this unim-

portant subject from distracting the jiublic mind from (he serious considertitions which must

arise from the porusnl ol' my Narrathr, I ieel it necessary, now that it has forcibly been

brought into notice, shortly, but most uneipiivocally, to declare that I have no claim whatever

to make either u[)on the country or upon its Government.

While 1 was Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, I made (under most adverse circum-

stances) every exertion in my power to keep up the British flag; and I resisted, as well as 1

was able, all attempts, from whatever direction they proceeded, to haul it down.

Some people may be satisfieil with my conduct—others may be dissatisfied ; at all events,

if I have doiu; wrong, I have, I submit, paid the penalty of my olfcnce. While every possi-

ble pecuniary assistance was granted to Lord Goslord, as well as to Lord Durham, and while

i;4,.500 a-year is now, very properly, granted to Sir John Colborne, besides liis salary and
emoluments of Commander of the Forces, I was left, during the political tempest to which I

was exposed, to borrow money in all directions for the bare j)ayment of my official expen.ses.

Until I returned to England not even my travelling expen.ses to Toronto, incurred in 1835,

were refunded to me. For my services in Upper Canad.a, such as they may have been, [

have, including my salary, received from her ISlnjcsty's Government not one shilling beyond
the repiiymeii!: of ihrt expenses to which I was subjectetl ; while on the other hand, in con.se-

quenceofmy having on their repeated applic.ition, consented to serve them, I have lost since

1835 a permanent appointment of considerable importance. All 1 have required, and still

require, of her Majesty's Government, is to let nie al'ine in my retirement.

I completely exonerate Lord Normanby and Mr. Labouchere, for both of whom 1 enter-

tain respect, I'rom any unworthy conduct toward.^ me. They, since their appointments, can
have had no time to consider my case ; but the insane inanner in wliich her Majesty's Govern-
ment have not only encotiraged rebellion in our colonies, but have twice assisted in assailing

me, can only, to my humble judgment, be accounted for by the proverb,

" Qiins Dms viill pcrdfrt! ptiiis tiL-ninntal."

CONCLUSION.
Accounts have lately reached this country from the Canadas, mentionmg the arrival there of

Lord Durham's Report, as also of my Narrative. Her Majesty's Ministers will now be enabled

to tlerlare to Parliimment whether or not they have received from Sir John Colborne, frjni

Sir George Arlluir, from the Judges of the Court of tlueen's P»ench, from the Law Ortcers of

the Crown, ironi the Executive Council, from the Legislative Council, from the House of

Assembly, from the British population, or from the British army in the Canadas, anything in

the slightest degree approaching to a denial of the affirmation to which 1 adhere,

—

that the.

whole of these jKirliexjoin hand and heart in (lee2)ly lamenting the republican course ofpolicy which

lier Majesty's Ministers have unremittingly been pursuing in onr colonies. Whatever may be

the opinion on this subject at hotne, unconnected with any political party, I do most soleinnly

declare to tlK> country that, in the various regions it has been my humble fortune to visit, I

have never before witnessed so astonishing, so unnatural, and yet so affecting a scene, as tliat

which, for upwards of two yearn, daily presented itself to me in British North America.,
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(SUPPLEMENTAL CHAPTER.)

The inhabitants of these valuable colonies, with a manliness of character which it ii

almost impossible to describe, look upon the British Empire as the freest and noblest portion

of the globe ; thoy admire the liberty with which people in England write their minds, speak
their minds, spend their fortune, bequeath their earnings—and, observing the jealously with

which life and property are secured—they attribute all these blessings to the jjower, and sta-

bility, and real majesty of Uritish institutions.

With those feelings in tlicii hearts, the inhabitants of our North American colonies have
for several years observed the ministers of their sovereign, under the pretence of conciliating

democracy', firmlv ally themselves with people destitute of character, whose evident object

has been the destruction of those principles upon which the British empire has been based.

They have seen these demagogues, who had no real stake in their country, one after another,

encouraged or promoted by her Majesty's Government, and while this party, whose evident

intention was to rob and murder them, was busily occupied in broad day-light in making pikes,

purchasing rilles, assembling for drill, forming themselves int) unions, and thus creating gene-

ral apprehension throughout our colonies, they have seen the Ministers of the Crown, in spite

of warning or remonstrance, resolutely insist on elevating over the heads of the loyal popula-

tion the ringleaders of the conspiracy—they have seen the arch-agitator of each of the Canadas
offered to be rewarded—the Jnsulters of her Majesty's representative officially shielded from
punishment ; in short, they have seen the Ministers of the British Crown actually fan into a
(lame the embers of rebellion, which the representative of the Sovereign, but for the encour-

agement shown to agitators, would easily have extinguished.

After rebellion had actually burst out, and after Britisli institutions had been desperately

attacked, they have seen the Ministers of their sovereign deaf to recommendations in favour of

colonists who had risked their lives, and shed ther blood, in defence of the empire; while, on
the other hand, they have seen the Government, by ingenious soi)liistry, screen from the ven-

geance of the law the pirates and traitors who hail been brought to justice. They have seen

the British flag moat grossly insulted—they have seen the British territory rej)eatedly invad-

ed—The Queen's subjects robbed, murdered, mutilated, without adequate reparation b.ing

obtained, or even denan<led, from the American Government ; and lastly, they have seen a
Governor General of the British North American colonics not only impugn to her Majesty the

conduct of his predecessor, of the Legislative and Executive Councils, of the House of Assem-
bly, and of the public authorities, but before the whole world they have seen him appeal from
the Castle of Ciuebec, to the people of BiitiUi North America against her Majesty's delegated

authority, against the conduct of the Queen's Ministers, against the measures of the Impeiial

Parliament; and, after all this, and after having without jiermissiot , handoned his post, they

have seen this servant (»f the pulilic assume his seat in the House Oi iuids, whi(;h lie had re-

viled, and sit there night after night for two months, without a single linister of the Crown
venturing to stand up to arraign iiis Lordshi[> before the country, or to oder one word in de-

fence of the Queen's Ministers—Imperial Parliament—Provincial Legislatures—Governors

—

Lieutenant Governors, and other constituted authorities—whom his Lordship had cither openly

assailed, or contemptuously reviled !

With these alartning facts before their minds, the loyal British po|>ulation of our most
valuable North American Provinces, having lo>!t all conH<lence in the Ministers who siwround
their Sovereign, believe, (and I huml)Iy join them in l)clievin!>) that, unless the British nation

will awaken from its xltimber, unless the British peof>le will arouse ihcmselvrs from their

death-like trniice t(» rally round the constitution and the throne, our noble colonies will verv
shortly be subjcctL-d to a scene of plund'T, deviislation ami hlooilshed, wliirh, as soon as it has

paralysed the cxnemilies, must almost siinultaneously alfccL the he;irt of the eiii|iire.

Surely, whim tlio nation reflects with uhtit tioblc and |inwerful enemies it has hitherto

Buccessfiilly ronton led, it uill fi'd ashamt'd of niiy lohyipr !ilIo\vin<r its colonies to l)f> convulsed

by one or two pniliNsiunal aiiitatois wlui. p\erv one Unows, would instantly rim away before

the Queen's GoxcnimcMt if it would only !>e firm, lint who, for the very reasmi of tln'ir being

notorious row;tr(l-i, will, if siu'ci's-^ful, oxcrcisf n crnoliy and a tyrarmy over vycvy man of

properly, wliich I trust it will be the duty of their fellow subjects in the niother-coiiiitry by a
manly etli»rt to d.termine to prevent.
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APPENDIX A.

No. 95.

MEMORANDUM ON THE ABORIGINES OF NORTH AMERICA.

Toronto, Upper Canada,

20th November, 183(5.

My Lord,

As ilie object of this communication is to endeavour to supply your Lordship with the informaiioii

respecting the Indians and the Indian department, required by your Lordship's despatch No.—, I feel it may

be satisruclory tliat I should commence by explaining what opportunities I have had of forming the opinion I

am about to ofTer on the subject.

I have, tlicreiore, the honour to state to your Lordship, that I attended the annual delivery of presents to

the visiting Indions at Amhersiburg, as also that which took place, for the first time, at the Great Manitoidiii

Island in Lake Huron.

During my inspectional lour of the province, I also visited, with one or two trifling exceptions, the whole

nf the Indian settlements in Upper Canada, and in doing so made it my duty to enter every shanty or cottage,

-baing desirous to judge with my own eyes of the actual situation of that portion of the Indian population

which is undergoing the operation of being civilized.

I have had a slight opportunity of making myself acquainted with the Indian character in South America,

and from the above data, I have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship the (bllowing observations on

the subject :

—

%

%
i

?

k

•»

'ii

s<.^iA;j'

MEMORANDUM.

The fate of the red inhabitants of America, the real proprietors of its soil, is, without any exception, liie

most sinful story recorded in the history of the human race ; and when one reflects upon the anguish they have

suflered from our hands, and the cruelties and injustice they have endured, the mind, accustomed to its own

vices, is lost in utter astonishment at flnding that in the red man's heart there exists no sentiment of animosity

against us, no feeling of revenge ; on the contrary, that our appenrjnce at the humble portal of his wigwam

is to this huiir a subject of unusual joy. If the while man be lost in the forrst, his cry of distress will call the

most eager liiinlpr from his game ; and among ihe tribe iliere is not only pleasure but pride in contending with

each other who shall be the first to render him r.ssistance and food.

So long as we were obtaining possession of their country by open violence, the fatal result of the unequal

contest was but too clearly understood ; but now that we have succeeded in exterminating their race from vast

regions of land, where nothing in tlie present day remains of the poor Indian but the nnnoticed bones of his

ancestors, it seems inexplicable how it should happen that, even where their race barely lingers in existence, it

should still continue to wither, droop, and vanish before ns like grass on the progress of the forest in flames.

—

" The red men," lately exclaimed a celebrated ]\Iaimi Cacique, "ate melting like snow before the sun,"

Whenever and wherever the two races come into contact with each other, it is sure to prove fatal to the

red man. However bravely, for a short time, he may resist our bayonets and our fire-arms, sooner or later he

is called upon by death to submit to his decree. If we stretch forth the hand of friendship, the liquid Are it

oflers him to drink proves still more destructive than our wrath. And, lastly, if we attempt to Christianize the

>;V;^sil
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Indiani, and fur lliol lat-red olijcci coii^crv^ntt lliein in vilUgei nf lubilnnliul log-liuuict, lowly and beauiiful

I lucli a theory n|)pvart, ii i( uii iiiKlLiiiablc ruct, to which unlivMiaiiiigly I odd my humble tettimony, that, «i

loon at the hunting iinsuii CDnimrncii, tin- men (I'rom wiirni cluiliei and warm huuiing having loti ihi'ir hardi-

hood) ncriili or ratlier rot in iiuinbcri by inntumptiun ; whili*, at regard* llivir women, it it iinpuitible (ot any

accurate oliivrvvr tu rcl'iuin frnni ri'ninikini; llmt i-ivilixition, in »pile nfilic pure, liunrti, and nnri-milting leol

of our niiiii«nurif«, by >nint< ni curscil pron s^', lins bl.inilied their biibiit' fiurt,—in thoit, our pliilunihropy,

like our friendship, liui failed in its piiirt'tsioiH. I'rnducini; deailii by ronsunipiion, it lint more lliun decimated

ilt follortcrt; and niidtr the prilince of inHlitiiiing frmn the feniiile heurt llie error* of a Piignn't creed, it

hat implanted in their Mi'ad tlic gi-rnK of Cliri-liiin (;iilli!

What i* llif reaiin of all tbls? Why ilio simple virtuetof the red nborigiiics of Amirica tlioiiM, under

all cirt'iirnstain-et, fule In fore the >i('t'i niid cruelty of the old uorld, i« u problem which no one ninxiig ut it

competent to solve ; the (liipcnsmion is ai ni\ "iciiiMis a< ii* olij'Tt it iiiH'rnniM '. I havo nii'rely nientiuneil

the facts, because 1 ftti lliat bi fore tlie sutjitl of llu- Indians in I'pP'r Canada can be fiirly considered, it it

necettary to icfulc the iilen, wliiili (o mein'iiilly exisK in Kni^land, abnul the siirccst which lint ntlended the

Christianizing and ciuli;.Ing of the Indian* ; whereas, I firndy believe, every person of tound nnnd in ibii

country, who i> disinteresied in tlnir conversion, and who it iiiqu'iinted with the Indian character, will

agree:—

Itt. That an attempt to make finnert of die red man hat been, (;enerall« speaking, n complete failure.

2nd. That congregating them for the puijiUkU of civilization hat implanted many more vices limn it hat

eradicated ; and consequently,

3rd. That the greatest kindness w cut perfnrni towards these intelligent, sin)|)le-mindcd people, it lu

remove and fortify tlu-ni as much us possible fmni all cDinmunicntion widi the whilet.

Having cnnclniled the few pjeparnlory observuiion.', I was desirous to make, I will now proceed to kiat*

what negotiations I have already entered into with tlie Indians, and what is my humble opinion of the coiirtt

we ihould adopt nt regards their presents, and the i.xpeiises of the Indian Uefiartment.

At the Great I^Ianiloulin Island, in iiakc Huron, where I found about l.^OU Indians of various triliet,

auembled fur their presents, the Chip|icwas and Uilnwns, at a great Council held expressly f4)r the purpose,

formally made over to mc 23,000 islands. The Sangeen Indians also vcdnnlarily surrendered to me a million

uiid a half acres of ils<> very richest laml in I'jiper Canada. (For the details oitendiiig these turrendert, tveaiy

detpatcli to vour Lordship, No. 70.)

On proceeding to Andierstburgh, I aSsL>nib!ed the Ilnrons, who occupy in t!iat nei<:tibniirhood a hunting

ground of rich land of six miles square ; t»o-lliiids of which lliey sum ndered lo nie, oo condition that one of

the two-thirds should be sold, and the proceeds thereof invested fur their beneli!.

The Moravian Indians, with whom 1 had also uii interview, hate likewise a;;reed, fur nn uiniuity of jCl50,

to surrender to mc about six miles square of black rich land, situated o.i the batiks of the Tlianies river.

I need hardly observe, that I have thus nbtained for Her IMajirstt's (jovcrninent from the Indians .in

immense portion of most valuable land, which will iioilonbiedly proili^ce, at no rcnjotc period, more than

sufficient to defray the whole of the expenses of the ludiuiis and Imlian il> par'.nieni in this province.

On the other hind, as regards tliiir itileresl?, my desjialch. No. 70, will explain the arguments I used in

advising them to retire, c.r full back iip<iii the !\Ianiiuuliii, and other islamls in Lake Hnroo ; liie locality being

admirably adapted fur tnpponing them, but not An- wliiie men. Siiil it may appear that the arrangement wai

not advantageous to the Indians, because it was ofsiieh beneiilto lis; but it must always be kept in mind, that

however useful riili land may be toua, yet iis only value lo an Indian consists in the i;aine it containM; he is,

in (act, lord of the manor, but it is against his nature to cn'tivnte the soil— lie has neither ri^ht nor iiower lo

sell it. As snon, therefore, as his game is fi igliiened away, ur its inllux of iinini;:;rution cut ofl* by the surround-

ing settlement of the whites, his land, however rich it may be, becomes a "ru>lir. indigestaqnc mules," <if little

value or importance ; and in this state much of the Indian property in Upper Canada at present exists.

For instance, I fniiiid 10 or \S faWllies of P.'oravian Indians living on a v^st troct of lieli land, yet, from

absence of game, almost destitute of everyiiiing ; several of the men drunk; nearly all their children halt-

cattet ; the high road through their territory almost impassable; the while population execrating their indo-

lence, and entreating to be reliived from the stagnniion of u block of rich land, which separated ihein from

their markets as completely as if it had been a desert.

The above picture (which it a very common one) will, I think, sndicienily show, that however desirous

uoe may be (o protect the Indians, and I hope no one feelt for them more deeply than myself, yet, prarlically
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»peakiiig, llial tlir greairil kiiiHricH w« can do ilirm i« In imliice lliem, ai I liava done, lo retreat before wliai

they may jiiitly term the acciirteil progrfit orciviliintioii; for, ui I liuve Haled, the iiiilaiil tliey are lurroundvd

by the white population, "(Ad nge of thtir thivalry kai fitd."

Tlie liuutviiniit-govi'rniir ofiliv pro\inre may protect lli'-m from open violence, but neither he, nor i ny

other nullioriiy on enrtli, rnn prcvtiit the combinulion of petty vicci, wlti:.'li, ai 1 liuve already explained, ore

ai fatal in llieir operiition an the bnvonei itielf.

It ii iin)ioiail)lf tu letch the liulinn to bewnrc of the while mnn, for it icemi lo be the inilinct of liii untu-

tored nature to look upon him tm hii friend ; in ihnrt, hi< limpliciiy it hi* ruin, nud though he can entrap and

conquer evt>ry wild bcnit in liiii fiiritt, vet invnriably he beconiei hinitelf the prey of hit white brother

!

For the forcpiiiiig rcnsons, I nm decidedly of opinion that Her IMiijesly'i Government ihnuld continue to

adviic the fi'w reniniuing Inilisina who lire lingering in Upper Canndii to retire upon the Mnniiuulin and other

island* in Liiki! Huron, or ilnrniiere, toward the north-wetl.*

Your Lordship hat informed me, that the Commiitec of the llouie of Commons on I^Iililary Expenditure

in the Colonieii sire of opiiiiuii, 'Mlint the Indian depiirlment may be greaily reduced, if not iiliogciher abolithed;

iind they, therefore, call the attention of the House to liie fame, and ulno to the expen»e of arlielei annually

diitribuled tu the Indiana, and whether nny arrangement may nut be made to diipenie with luch diitributioni

in future, or lo cdinmulc the presents for money,"

A* ii is your Lordthip'i' 'Jeisire thai I thould afford you ai much information at poiiiblo on llie above

suggestions, I will now respectfully endeavour to do to.

The preseiils which the Driti«h Government has been in the habit of granting to the Indians in Upper

Canada have been delivered to two claioei, termed the "reiident" and the "visiting," whole iiiniiberi this

year were ns follow :

—

Number of Indians resident in Upper Canada 0,507

Average number of Indiiins who, in order lo receive pretenli fron) the Briiiih Government,

nuMually visit Upper Canada from the United States 3,270

Total average annual cost of presents issued as above £8,500

It certainly appears lo me very desirable indeed that we should, if possible, discontinue the practice of

giving presents to lliul portion of the visiting Indians who reside in the territory of the neighbouring states;

but what is desirable is not always just, and it is therefore necessary before the project be carried into effect,

that we should consider what arguments exist for at well as againsi it.

In its favour it may be stated, t

Isl. That we should save an annual expenditure of say £4,000.

2d. That, according to common laws among nations, there appears lo be no reason why, having lost all

dominion over and interest in the Uuited States, we should coniinue to make annual payments to any portion

of its inhabitants.

3d. That it amounts almost to an act of hostility for the British Government to continue lo give guns,

powder, and ball, lo the Indians of the United States, with whom that people are at this moment engaged in

citil war.

4ib. That a considerable portion of the presents which we give to the Indians, are shortly after their

delivery to be seen displayed by the shopkeekcrs of the United States, who often obtain them almost for

nothing.

In reply to the first objection, namely, "that by withholding the presents we should sove an annual

expenditure of .£4,000, it may be slated, that of all the money which has been ever expended by the British

tiiiveriimeiii, there is perhaps no sum which ought to he less regretted than that which we have hitherto

liesiowed on the aborigines of America. It has purchiised for us the blessing of their race ; they love us, they

have shed their lilood for us ; they would do so again ; they look upon us as the only just and merciful

inhabitants of the old world, and impressed with these feelings, their attachment to our Sovereign amounts

almost to vcneraiion. " Whtn wt see the iun rise in the cast," said a warrior to me at the Great Council

nt the Manltouliii Island, "it is our custom to saif to our young men, there is our Great Father, he warmi us,

hr clothes us, he gives us all tec t/wiVf!."

• This inensiiri; was strongly recomniendcj l>y Sir John Colborne to Her Majesty's Government.
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There cuii be no doubt thai up to the present page in the history iiC the British empire we have acted

weii towards llie Indians. What tliut rellection may intrinsically be worth it is not so easy to determine, as

every man will perhaps estimate it dillertnily ; however, its moral value, whatever it may be, should be

deducled from the expense of which we complain, for we cannot enjoy both advantages ; it' we save the latter,

we must lose the former.

In reply to the second objection, namely, ** that according to common laws among natiiin<i, there appears

to be no reason why, having lost all dominion over and interest in the United Slates, we should continue to

make annual payments to any portion of its inhabitants;" it must be recollected thai, in our wars with the

Americans, we gladly availed ourselves of the services of the Indians, whom invariably we promised we would

never desert. In these promises we made no restriction whatever as to domicile ; when the tribes joined us,

we never waited to ask whence they came ; at the close of the war, when their surviving warriors left us, we

never prescribed to iheni where they should go.

It -vill be asked, in what way were these our promises made.^ It is diflicu'l to reply to thii> question, as

it involves the character of the Indian race.

An iniiiiui's word, when it is forninlly pledged, is one of the strongest moral securities on earth; like the

rainbow, it beams unbroken, when all on earth is threatened with annihiluiion.

The most solemn form in which an Indian pledges his word, is by the delivery of a wampum belt of shells

and when the purport of this symbol is once decLired, it is remembered and handed down from father to son,

with an accuracy and retention of meaning, which is quite extiaordinary.

Wiicncver the belt is produced, every minute circumstance whicu attended its delivery, seems instantly

10 be brought to life, and such is the singular effect produced on the Indian's mind by this talisman, that it is

common for him, whom we term " the savage," to shed tears at the sight of a wampum which has accompanied

a message from bis friend.

I have mentioned these fuels, because they will explain the confident reliance the Indians place on the

promises which, accompanied by the delivery of wampums, were made to them by our generals during and at

the conclusion of the American wars.

These rude ceremonies had probably lillle eflect upon our officers, but they sunk deep in the minds of

ilie Indians; the wampums thus given have been preserved, and are now entrusted to the keeping of the great

orator, Sigonah, who was present at the council I attended on the ISIaniloulin Island, in I take Huron, and, in

every sense, these hieroglyphics arc moral atlidavits c." the bygone transactions to '.vhich ihey relate. On our

pari, little or nothing documentary exists ; the promises which were made, whatever they might have betn,

were almost invariably verbal—those who expressed them are now mouldering in their graves. However, llio

regular delivery of the presents proves and corroborates the testimony of the Wiinipuins, and, by wlialever

sophistry we might deceive ourselves, we could never succeed in explaining to the Indians of the United Slates

that their Great Father was justified in deserting them.

To the third and fourth objections I have nothing to reply ; fur I must say I ihiiik the Americans have

reason for the jealousy they express at the Rrilish Governinent interfering, liy posiiively arming tlieir own

Indians, niih whom Ihey are at war, with EInglisli guns, powder, and bull; I also cannot deny that a great

proportiun of the presents wc give to the American Indians form a tribute which wc aiuiually pay to the shop-

keepers of the Unileil Stales.

Having endeavoured, as fairly as possible, to explain the arguments on both sides, I now beg leave to

stale thai, after having given the subject considerable reflection, I am of opinion, that to the visiting Indians

of the United States we cannot, without a breach of faith, directly refuse to continue the presents, which by the

word of our generals we have promised, and which by long custom we have sanctioned; but observing that

the minds of these people were wide open to reasonable conviction, it occurred to me that it would not be

difficult to explain to them that their Great Father was still willing to continue presents to such of his red

children as lived in his own land, but that in justice to the Americans, who are now our allies, he could nut

arm against them those Indians who could continue to reside in the territory of the United States; and conse-

quently that, after the expiration of three years, presents would be given only to those of our red children who

actually shall inhabit the Canadas.

I did not formally make this declaration at the Great Council at the Manitoulin Island, but it wai suffi-

ciently hinted to them to be clearly understood, and at far as I could learn, and have since learned, it was

received without diiapprobalion.

t'.,V':;^.,^K^*.,f
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i would llirrefore recoiniiieiid that this declaration ihould be formBlly announced at the next delivery of

presents. The Indians in the United Stales would thus have plenty of lime to prepare fur the change, which

I feel quite confident would end by our being relea<ied honourably and allogelher from an engagement which

1 certainly think we have maintained long enough, to reward liberally the United States Indiiins for the services

they rendered us during the war ; indeed there can be no doubt llial we have treated their warriors inflnilely

better than wc have behaved to our own veterans, who, blind, wounded, mutilated, helpless, nud miserable, are

lit this moment wandering in the great bukh or wilderness of Cunada, regretting the hour that they ever inprovi-

deutly commuted with the British Government their hard-earned pensions.

I do not think the Indian* uf the United Slates could or would complain of the above arrangement, and I

feel certain that though a Tew would at first immigrate to Canada, they would not long remain there.

For many reasons, which it would be tedious to your Lordship that I should detail, 1 would recommend

that ihe presents to the visiting Indians should for the three years be delivered at the Maniioulin Island only.

The expense of forwarding the presents to that spot, though lets than to the old place of delivery,

(Drummnnd Island,) is greater than at Penetanguishine and Amiierstburg ; but as only those who are really

in want of their presents would come to Manitoulin, we should gain, as indeed we did gain this year, by that

arrangemeni, infinitely more than the difl'erence of expense of transport.

in a memorandum I received on the 16th July last, from Mr. Commissary General Routh, many of wi)use

suggestions I have effected, that gentleman, not anticipating tlie recommendation I have now made for the

ultimate discountenance of presents to tlie American Indians, proposed to diminish theirexpense by substitut-

::-.g ::.-Guds instead of cloth, and by withholding powder, ball, and shot.

Every person with whom I have consulted is of opinion that the bitter privation would be most severely

felt by the Indian hunter who lives by his gun; however, I feel confident that Mr. Routh himself will agree

with me in opinion, that if the presents to all Indians residing in the United Stales are, as I propose lo be,

totally discontinued at so early a period as the expiration of three years, it would be unnecessary, unadvisable,

and tingenerous, to make any deduction from the pittance or gratuity which is so shortly to be withheld.

Your Lordship is aware that considerable expenses for building, Sic, were incurred at the Manitoulin

Island this year; but the arrangement was made by Sir John Colborne before I arrived here, and it was loo

late fur me to alter it; however, as soon as 1 got there, I put a slop to all that was doing, and discharge'] every

person who had been engaged.

Having disposed of at least one-third part of the Indian presents, and the expense of their delivery, I

certainly respectfully recommend that we should continue to deliver them to those few Indians who continue to

inhabit Upper Canada.

I have already staled that this expense will shortly be defrayed allogelher by the sale of the lands ihcy have

this year liberally surrendered to me; and even if that were not lo be the case, I do think that, enjoying as

we do, possession of this noble province, il is our boundcn duly lo consider as heir-looms the wreck of that

simple-minded, ill-fated race, which, as I have already slated, is daily and yearly fading before the progress of

civilixation.

We have only to bear patiently with them for a short time, and with a few exceptions, principally half

castes, their unhappy race, beyond our power of redemption, will be extinct.

1 am not prepared lo recommend that money should at present be substituted fur presents lo the resident

Indians in this province.

I St. Uecause I iliink, unless good arrangemcnis were previously made, the Indians, from their improvident

liubits, would in many places be left destilntc ; and,

2ndly. Without due precaution, a money delivery to so many men, women and children, might possibly

be aiieudcd by very great impositions.

/inolher year's experience and reflection will, I make no doubl, enable me to offer to your Lordship a

decided opinion on this subject, as I am quite alive to the advantage which we should gain by the substitution

of money, if it could be properly clTected.

In the expenses of the Indian department, which at present amount to Xl,610 178. lOd. per annum, I

am of opinion that a reduction might at once be made to the following extent, (subject to moderate pensions,

the greater part of which might be in grants out of land which has lately been ceded to me by the Indians) :

—

Three luperintendent's at X206 14s. 4d.—X640 3s.

One interpreter at £62.—j£Q2.
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I also think (bat a conaiderable reduction might be made io the coatingenciet, which at preient amount to

i;2,000.

Witli respect to the pensions which amount to j£462, 1 conceive ihatai they have already been sanctioned,

ih>^y could not injustice be repealed.

In ccnclusioii, I now beg leave to refer to my degpmch, No. 31, respecting the age and services of Colonel

Givens. I cun$cientiously concur with Sir John Colborne and Sir P. Maitland, in recommending that, in the

evening of his long and well-spent life, this officer may not be neglected by Her Majesty's Government, to

whose service he has been more than half a century unremittingly ond devotedly attached.

His name is so identified with the Indian history of iliis country, thiit I earnestly hope he may be allowed

t!) retire on his full pay; he hus a large family, and his advanced age must prevent his long receiving the

remuneraiioii so strongly recommended by Sir J. Colborne, by Sir P. Maitland, and by myself.

To replace Colonel Givens, who would continue to assist as an interpreter, I have already recommendod,
ill my despatch No. 31, the appointment of Mr. Hepburn, who last year has, wiihout salary, been performing
(lie duties of Chief Superintendent.

i am decidedly of opinion that at the cipiration of three years a still further reduction may be made in

the Indian department, and that its expenses of every description will ere long be completely defrayed by the

lands which I have lately obtained from the Indians.

I have the honour to be. Sic.

F. B. HEAD.
The Lord Glenelg. .
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MESSAGES, &c.

P. B. HEAD.

The Lieutenant-Governor informs the Legislative Couniil, ilint in conseqiienre of tliis province being

invaded and ossailed by a foreign enemy, and being llie scene of actual military operations, Colonel Foster, the

Officer in command of Her Majesty's land forces, has assumed the entire military authority and command uvrr

the troops; that he is also in command of the militia ; and that the Ciimmissary-Genpral nt Quebec has com-
municated to the Ofliccr in charge of the Commissariat here, that consisii.'nil.y with the rules of the service no

expenses can be allowed unless sanctioned by tlie authority of the mditary Comintinder, upon wlmm the pro-

tection of the province has thus necessarily devolved.

The Lieutenant-Governor takes this opportunity to communicate to the Legislative Cnuncil, that having

had the misfortune to differ from Her Majesty's Government on one or two points ofculuui^d polic\, he felt it

his duly, on the lOih of September last, respectfully to tender to Her Majesty's Principal Serretarv of Stale

for the Colonies, the resignation of the important station, which, fur a short time, he has had the honour to hold

in this Province.

His resignation having been graciously accepted, the Lieuteiinnt-Governor has to inform the TiPgislaiive

Council, that he yesterday received ofiiciul information that Her Majesty has been pleased to appoint Colniifl

Sir George Arthur to be Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, and tiiat his Excellency may be expected to

arrive here in a few days.

Under the peculiar circumstances in which the province is at present placed, the Lieut<>nal-Governnr feels

confident, that the Legislative Council will rejoice with him at the approaching arrival of an OfHrer of high

character and considerable experience, whose rank in the army will enable him to combine the military com-

mand with the civil government of this province.

Government House,

15th January, 1838.

To His ExccUcticy Sir Francis Bond Head, Baronet, Knight Commander oj the Royal Hanoverian

Guelphic Order, Knight oJ the Piusiian Military Order 0/ Merit, Lieutenant Governor of
the Province of Upper Canada, fyc. ifc. fyc.

May it paease Your Excellency,

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative Council of Upper Canada, in Provincial

Parliament assembled, beg to return our respectful thanks 10 your Excellency, for communicating to us the fact,

which is at this crisii particularly important, that by the regulations of Ht^^r Majesty's service the command cf

the troops, and of the militia employed in defence of this province, cannot be united in your Excellency's person

with the adminstration of the civil government.

If your Excellency were to continue to represent Her Majesty in this colony, we are persimded, that under

present circumstances, such n separation of the civil power from the military command would be likely to lead

to very unfortunate results, since military rank and experience, although they are by no means incompatible

with the peculiar qualifications which are requisite to give confidence, a'timation and effect, to the military

force, are not always to be found united with them.

We beg to assure your Excellency that we learn with extreme regret, that the civil government of this

province is to continue for so short a time in your Excellency's charge. It is not known to us upon what

particular points your Excellency's views have difl'ered so essentially from those of Her Alnjesty's Government,

that your Excellency was induced to tender your resignation; but we know, that at no period in the history,

of Upper Canada has its political condition been such as ought to be more satisfactory to the ministers of the

Crown: and we feel that not Upper Canada only, but the empire, owes to your Excellency a large debt of

gratitude, for your firm and manly avowal, upon oil occasions, of those sentiments which became the repre-

sentative of a Dritish monarch, and for the unwavering support which your Excellency, has never failed to give

to the established principles of the constitution.
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Il li this fcHrless adlierence to riglit prin«iplf», riilher tlnin to expediency, which hat enabled your Excel

iency lo rally round ilie govenimeiii, in n moment oCdiinger, ihe arms of nn united people: and to exhibit thin

province to our Soveregn niid to ilie world, in n posture which must command for its brave and loyal inhabi-

tants the highest admiration and respect.

ir the result of yunr Kxcelhncy's firm and uncompromiiing policy shall impress upon Her Majesty's

Government the conviction, that they need not fear to support in Upper Canada the principles of the British

constitution, it will have proiluced an effect of infinite value to this colony; and will have supplied what we

helieve has been chiefly wanting to insure its permanent tranquillity.

But the Lpb'*'">'V'' Council cannot refrain from expressing the regret with which they haVe observed,

in the case of your Excellency, and of your respected and gallant predecessor, that your connexion witli the

governnienl of this colony has seemed incapable of being protracted, with satisfaction to yourselves, beyond

the period when it became evident that no submission would be made by you lo a spirit of factious discontent,

whicii nothing can appease but the destruction of British rule.

We beg your Kxccllcmy lo believe, that the Legislative Council will ever entertain a grateful recollec-

tion of the justice and condescension whicii t >y have always had occasion to acknowledge in their intercourse

with your Excellency ; and that they participate deeply in the feeling of general regret at your Excellency's

approaching departure from this province.

JOHN B. ROBINSON,
Si'KAKER.

Legislative Council Chamber,

17th day of Jan., 1838.

F. B. HEAD.

The I.ientrnant-Govcrnor infurms the House of Assembly, that in consequence of this province being

iiivadid and assailed by a foreign enemy, and being the scene of actual military operations, Colonel Foster,

the officer in command of Her ^lajesiy's land forces, has assumed the entire military authority and command

liver the troops ; that he is nl.o in command of the militia; and that the Commissary-General at Quebec has

rnnimnnicated to tlie officer in charge of the commissariat here, that consistently with t!ie rules of the service,

uo expenses can be allowed, unless sanctioned by tlie authority of the military commander, upon whom the

prolertion of the province has thus necessarily devolved.

The Liputrnnnt-Governor takrs this opportunity to communicate to the House of Assembly, that having

had the initrorluiiu lo dilTer frcm Her Miiji-siy's Government, on one or two points of colonial policy, he felt

it his duly, on the lOih of September last, respectfully to tender to Her Majesty's principal Secretary of Slate

for tlie Colonies the resignation of the important station which, for a short time, he has had the honour lo

hold in this province.

His resigiialinn having been graciously accepted, the Lieutenant-Governor has to inform the House of

Assembly, that h'' yesterday received official information that Her Majesty has been pleased to appoint Colonel

Sir George Arthur to be Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, and that his Excellency may be expected

to arrive here in a few days.

Under the peculiar circumstances in which ihe province is at present placed, the Lieutenant-Governor

feels roiifident, that tlie House of Assembly will rejoice with him nt the approaching arrival of an officer of

lii^h character and considerable experience, whose rank in the army will enable him lo combine the military

command with the civil government of this province.

Govi:rnme.\t Hoi.'ijK,
,

15ih Jan. 1838.

1-
. V

2« Ilin Excellency Siu F. B. Hkad, Baronet, SfC. S^. Sfc,

May it please Your Excellency:

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons House of Assembly, in ProviDcial Parlia-

ment assembled, humbly thank your Excellency for your Excellency's message of the i5th instant, communi-

cating to this House, that "io consequence of this province being invaded and assailed by a foreign enemy,
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and being tlie acene of actual military operations, Colonel Foster, llie officer in command of Her Majesty's

land forces, lins assumed the entire military atiiliorily and command over the troops; that he is also in com-

mand of the militia; and that the Coinuiissary-Gciieral at Quebec has communicated to the officer in charge

uf the commi»suriat here, that consisleiiily with the rulee of thu service, no expenses can be allowed unli'<ss

sanctioned by the authority of the inilitury cuininander, upon whom the protection of the pipvince has thus

necessarily devolved.

In reference to this subject, we can only express our earnest hope that this regulation, which the rules of

of the service oppenr to have rendered necessary, mny in no respect impair the efliciency of the operations

hitherto phinned and directed by your Excellency, with so much success for the preservation and defence of

the province ogainst the attack of foreign and domestic enemies.

We are further informed by your Excellency, that having had tlie misfortune to difler from Her Majesty's

Government, on one or two points of colouiul policy, your Excellency fell it your duty, on the lOih of Sep-

tember last, respectfully to tender to Her Majesty's principal Secretary of Slate lor the Colonies the resignation

of the important station which, fur a short time, your Excellency has had the honour to hold in this province,

and that your Excellency's resignation had been graciously accepted.—When this House recalls to recollec-

tion the events of your Excellency's administration of the affairs of this province— the universal respect and

confidence with which you are regarded, arising from your Excellency's firm and uncompromising adherence

to the principles of the constitution, and which has nfTorded to the inhabitants of this colony various opportti-

niiies of proving, not by words merely, but by acts the most convincing and nndeninble, their firm unshaken

loyalty to their Sovereign, and their desire to maintain their connexion with the parent state, in contradiction

to assertions and insinuations of a contrary tendency, we cannot but view with alarm the disclosure now made,

that your Excellency has felt yourself called upon to resign the administration of the government on the grounds

stated in your Excellency's message.

If your Excellency's measures and policy have not given saiisfuciion to our gracious Queen, we are driven

to inquire, in the most humble and respectful, but solemn manner, what cou'se of policy it is that is expected

by Her Majesty from Her Majesty's representative in this province ? Deeply impressed with the duty of sub-

mission to the constitutional exercise of the royal prerogative, we do not question the right of the Sovereign

to select Her representatives in this or any other colony of the empire; but we nevertheless feel ourselves

impelled by a sense of duty, suggested by a desire to maintain our allegiance, (and wliirli, on our part, can

never be laid aside or fiirgotlen), humbly, but earnestly and eni))haiically to declare, thiit if anything be calcu-

lated to shake the attachment of Her Jlajesly's now truly loyal and devoted subjects to Her royal person and

giiverunieut, it is by acts of injustice, or the manifestation of ungenerous distrust towards servants, who fiave

served the British nation so faithfully and nobly as your Excellency has done. It will be the dot}' of this House,

before the close of the present session, ami when more fully informed of facts, to express more at large the

feelings and opinions they entertain on this painfully interesting and iuiportaiit subject.

In the meantime, we beg to assure your Excellency, that this House, and the people of the province,

will regard your Excellency's relinquishment of its government as a calamity of the most serious nature, and

which may result in difTiculties and dissensions that cannot be easily repaired or rcior.ciled. We, however,

are fully persuaded, that the blame cannot rest with your Excellency; and while we sincerely and most

willingly acknowledge the leal, ability, justice and honniirablc disiniiTestedness, with which you have con-

ducted the government of this prov' oe, during your short but eventful and arduous administration of its

affairs, we beg -espectfully and afrectionately to express, on behalf of this province, our earnest hope, that

your Excellency's prosperity in future life may be commensurate with the claims, deep and lasting as they

are, upon our gratitude—the approbation of our gracious Queen—and the applause and acknowledgment of

the British nation.

H. RUTTAN,
Si'EAKER.

Commons Ilouie of Assemhiy,

I61I1 day of January, 1838.
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7(' ///•« Kxcellriicy Sin F. IJ. IIkad, liuinntt, i^r. f\r. f^x.

May it im.ease Youk Excei.lkncy;

Wi:, Jler Miijeju's diilifiil mid loyal snlyects tlip liOgi^hitiveCoiitiril of Upper Cannfln, in Provincial

Pai'linnieiK nsseiftlili'il, ImiiibK' pray llini ymir Kxcelleiicy \»ill he plea^seil to trnnamit lo thii Moiiie copies ol"

SI) iniitli of yi)iir Kxcellency'* cniri'spniKleiii-e wiili ihe Uiglit Hoiioiirnlile the Secrelnry of Siale for the

ColDiiies, as ri'Inles to \(iiir Kxcelleiiry's rrsignnlion of the governinent of this province, embracing the mniier

(if policy upon witiih ymir Kxcellency lind llie niisforttiiic lo dilFer from Her Mnjeily'* government, so far n-

till- same may, in your Gxcellenry's opinion, be tvitli propriety commnnicnted.

JOHN B. ROBINSON,
Si'EAKEU.

J.igialnllfc Council Chumhcr,

lOlh day of Jan., 1938.

HIS EXCELLENCY'S llEPLY.

HoNOl/RAni.K Gr.STI.KMEN':

It tvnuKI ndoi'd me ihe greatest satisfaction lo transmit to the [iegislalive Council, according lo its

rp(pii-j|, so niucli of niy correspondence wiih liic llighl Honourable the Secretary of State fur the Colonies,

as relates to my resignniion of the government of this province; but, after deliberate consideration, I have

come to the conclusion, that the publication of these documents mighl, under existing circumstances, embarrass

my successor, ami might be considered as a violation of ofticin! confidence.

So long as I remain in the service of Mer Majesty's Government, I do nul consider myself justified in

defending my own conduct, by any vindication thai may .'mbarrass their policy.

Government House,

22ud January, 1833.

To His Excellency Sir F. B. Head, Baronet, <^. $fc. t^v.

Mav it please Your Excellency:

We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Upper Canada, in Provincial Parlia-

nieiii assembled, bnnil)ly rccjuest that your Excellency will be pleased lo lay before this House the corres-

pondence between Her Majesty's Government and your Excellency, which induced your Excellency to tender

your resignation of the government of this province ; and also any subsequent correspondence between Her

Majesty's Government and your Excellency, on the same subject.

H. RUTTAN,
Speaker.

Commons Howe oj Aiiemblj,

ISth January, 1838.
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HIS EXCELLENCY'S REPLY.

Gentlemen:

Nothing, at (his moment, would be so gratifying lo my feelings as to lay before tie House of Assembly

the correspondence between Her Majesty's Government and myself, which induced me to lender my resigna-

tion of ihe government of this province; but, after deliberate consideration, I have come to the conclusion,

that the publication of these documents might, under existing circumstances, embarrass my successor, and

mighl be considered an a violation of ofTicial confidence.

So long as 1 remain in the service of Her Majesty's Government, I do not consider myself justified in

defending my own conduct, by any vindication that may embarrass their policy.

Government House, 22d January, 1838.
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V. ]i. HEAD.

Ills llsrclloiicy llic Lieulcnnnt Governor lint mucli plenoire in (rnnsmiiting (o the [jegWIalive. Council,

n highly griUiryi'ig roinniunicntion from his Kxceilency llie liiciilcnnnt Governor of New Drunswick, accom-

panying ii nniiiiinions joinl vole nfihiinks from the two Houses of ihtt Lrgislnlnre of ihiit province to the tnililn

<if Upper Cnnndn, for iheir giill.iiit Ci>n(h:t'l, in so ably, promptly nnd energeticiilly, snppresting the lale rebel-

lion in litis pi'Dvince.

GovERNJiENT lloL'Si.;, 22(1 Janunry, 1838.

( A tiroiiur Mcssogu to ilie Ilouso of Assembly.
)

GOVERNMKNT House, FllKDEKICTON,

Nh»' Brunswick, Jan. 6th, 1838.

Sir,

With the highest satisfaclion I comply with the the wishes of the l<egislaiivc Council nnd House of

A-sembly of this province, by iransinllting to your Excellency Rosoliilionsjoinlly concurred in by these bodies,

tendering to your Kxcellfiicy, and to llie galliinl militia of Upper Canada, the nnanimous thanks of the Legisla-

ture, and of llie peojile of New Druiiswick, for the able, prompt and energflic suppression by them, and by

your Excellency, unaided by any porlion of Her Majesty's Troops, of the lale insurrection in the neighbour-

hood of Toronto.

In doing liiis, I beg lo add the expression of my warmest concurrence in the sentimenis embodied in

those resolutions, wUh the assurance that, while we feel ihe most entire confidence in th': ability of Her Majes-

ty's loyal Subjects of Upper Canada, under Your Excellency's guidance, to put down rebellion wherever it

may shew itself, yet we cannot but regret that our remote position wiili respect to that Province, prevents our

otl'ering our ir ire active co-opernilon.

I have, tSic.

(Signed) J. HARVEY,
Major Gener-il, Lieutenant Governor.

Ilis Excellency Sir F. 0. Head, Diiit.

tS'C. ^'C. Jj^c.

New Brunswick, House of Assembly,

January 5th, 1838.

Resolved unanimouslt/, That the thanks of this Province are due, and should be presented to Sir Francis

Bond Head, and the gallant Miliiia of Upper Canada, fur their able, prompt and energetic suppression of the

Insurrection which lately look place in the neighbourhood of Toronto.

Itisolued unanimouslif, That the conduct of our fellow subjetis in Upper Canada, on this memorable

occasion, so fully in accordance with their former high spirit and character, aflbrds a glorious example to the

Sister Colonies ; and cannot fail to quicken the zeal and animate the exertions of every loyal heart in these

Colonies, in support and defence of the liberties they enjoy under British Laws and Institutions.

Resolved unanimoiisli/, That our fellow subjecit in Upper Canada may rest assured of the lively sympa-

thy of the inliabiianis of this Province, in their loyalty and patriotic ardour, and of our most zealous co-opera-

ijoii in maintaining the Royal Authorities, and the inestimable advantages of our connexion with the Mother

Country.

(Signed) CHA'S P. WETMORi:,
Clerk OF Assembly.

New Brunswick, House OF Assembly.
- 5th January, 1839.

Resolved unanimously—That an humble Address be presented to hi.'! Excellency the Lieutenant Governor,

praying that his Excellency will be pleased to transmit these Resolutions to his Excellency Sir Francis Bond

Head, Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada.

Retolvtd—That the Legislative Council be requested to join in these Resolutions.

(Signed)i CHARLES P. WETMORE,
Clerk of Assembly..
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Nr.w UnuNawicK. Li.uiii.ativr Cduniii. CiiAMnr.ii,

Jiimiiiiy :>ili, 1N3K.

Resolvtd unun'mou»ly—Thai lliii Houin doih moil lieiirtily concur in ilie lU'tuliuiuni of ihe Moute ul

Asicinbly, on lliu subject ul'llie inturrectioii in Upper Cunmla.

(Signed) WiM. TYNG PKTKUS,
Link.

(iircniyMRNT lloiie, IIai,i»mx, CiIi I'dL. 1S3h.

Sir,

Al liie rcqnent ortlic Legislative* Conncil of tliiii prnviiiee, I have the plennnre In trantinit loyour Kxcel-

Icney the enclosed resolniions nriiinl honournliie hndy, enpretiiing ilirir higli adniiriition iiflhe eiUTgelir mea-

sures adnpled by yonr Kxcelli'ncv In siippri-'ts the recent rehelliuiis nntbreak in Upper ('nnnii,i, and oll'ering

their tininks to Culunei Allan N'upier MucNiib, and the iiiiliiiu under his cumniand, fur their galhint c(Muluet

on that occation.

I have the hononr to lie, Sir,

Yonr Kxi-ellene,>'8 most obedient.

Humble «ervant,

C. CAMPBELL.
Hi-i Excfillencv Sni K. B. IIkad, Darl.

tkc. &c. ice.
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Lkqislativi: Council Cuamiibr,

29di Jiinnary, 1S38.

On motion uf Mr. Stewart, seconded by Mr. Onsely :

—

Resolved unanimously—That while the members of this House view with the deepest regret the existence

of rebellion in the provinces of Lower and Upper Canada, they cannot refrain from expressing the gratifica-

tion they have derived from those warm and unimaiing displays of imiversal lny.dly ami nti.'u-hinent to the

British cunslitutiun and government, to vviiich it has given occasion throughout the British ISurtli American

Colonies.

Jtcsolvcd unanimoiisJi/—That the grateful arknowiodgments of this House oni,'ht to be immediate!}' rnn-

veyed to his Excellency bir Francis Bond Head, the Lieutenant-Covernnr of Upper Canada, for the penetra-

tion with which he discovered, and the firm, prompt, and energeiic manner in tihich he ballled and defeated,

the mad designs of traitorous men to rob and murder those who prefer the bles>ings uf the liritisli goverimient

to republican institutions ; but more especially for the noble-minded reliance upon the courage and loyalty of

the |)eoplc alone, by which he was enabled to render most important aid towards the sup|)ressiuii of the unnatural

rebellion in Lower Canada.

Risolvccl wwiiimously—That the thanks of this House arc also due to Colonel Allan Napier MacNab,

and the loyal militia of Upper Canada, for ilieir gallant conduct in crnshing in its infancy this rebellious

attempt, and in exhibiting a noble example of the spirit with which Her Majesty's North American subjects

are determined to preserve their connexion with their mother-coinitry, and to put down all endeavours to

weaken or destroy it.

Jictolccd unanimously)—That this House view, with astonishment and regret, the support and assistance

which, in a time of profound peace and aniiiy between the two governments, have been aflnrdcd to the expa-

triated rebels by many citizens of the American Union ; and this House trusts, that the efibris of the general

government of the United Stales will not be remitted until such of its citizens as have been guilty of so

nnjuslifiable a violation of the existing treaty and the law of nations shall be punished with that severity which

they deserve.

Resolved unanimously—That while this House recognise in the British soldier that devotion to his

sovereign and country which has led to the effectual suppression of the rebellion in Lower Canada, and also

to a long and dreary march at this inclement season, they cannot but rejoice that the absence of ihe troops

from the Upper Province has aflbrded gratifying and irresistible evidence of the deep-rooted attachment of

the people to the British constitution.
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Riiolvtd unnn/moMi/y—Thai an liumlle ndilre ii be prriented to hit Eicellency the Lieutenanl-Govfrnor,

prajfing ihni lie will be pleoied to iroiiimit iheie reioluiioni lo liii Excellency Sir Francli Bond Head, iht

laieuleiiaiK-Govcrnor of Upper Cannda.

JOHN C. HALLIBURTON.
Clerk.

LraiaLATiTB Council Chambbr,

31(1 January, 1838.

Ruoloed—Thai Mr. Siewart, Mr. Smiih and Mr. Ralchrurd, do wail upon hi« Excellency ihe Lieute-

nani Gnveriior, und preienl lo him ihe Addreii and Reiululioiii, agreed lo on ihe 20ih of lliit preieni monih

tifJanuary.

JOHN C. HALLIBURTON,
Clerk.

To His Excellency Sir F. B. Head, Baronet, ^c. Sfc. Sfc.

Mat it please Your Excellency :

We iIic iindersigiifd, on belinlforilie Eiecnlive Commiltee of ilie Conilitulinnal Aiiocialion of Quebec,

having been informed ilinl yoQr Excellency U about lo retire from the Government of Upper Canada, feel

Qurtelves impilleri, as well by a tense of justice lo your Excellency's person, as by a sense of duly to our be-

loved Queen, lo express our deep regret at your Excellency's iiilvnded departure ; and although circumstances

have placed your Excellency beyond our reach for llic more intimate and private relations of life, yet upon

public grounds we feel ourselves called upon to acquaint your Excellency that we deeply deplore the causes

which have led your Excellency to resign the high and important station you have held in our sister province,

the duties of irliicli you have so ably and so faithfully discharged.

The passing events in Upper Canada could not but be regarded by us ns of the most vital importance lo

this province, nnd entertaining this view, We have watched with the utmost anxiety your Excellency's adminis-

tration. We have followed you through your prosperous career, and particularly during the eventful period

of the late rebellion, ns whilst recording as we now do, by this Address, our admiration of your public conduct,

ve venture to express the linpc that Her Majesty's Ministers will at length be convinced that the principles of

tlie British constitution ulone nre applicable to the good government of these provinces.

At a time when constitutional government has led to such happy results from the exercise of a sound

discretion, accompanied by a dignified and uncompromising courseof policy, which has conspicuously marked

your Excellency's administration in Upper Canada, we are irresistibly led to attribute the present deplorable

condition of the Driiisli and Irish inhabitants of this province to a weak and vacillating policy, so directly

opposite to that pursued by your Excellency.

We, tlierefi)re, deeply sympathise with the inhabitants of our sister province on the loss they will lo

univerially feel on the occasion of your Excellency's departure.

In respectfully ofTiring our sincere wishes fur your Excellency's future happiness, and that of Lady Head

and family, we feel that we speak the sentiments of the whole body of Conslitutionalists in this dislrici, in

expressing the hope, nay the ronviciion, that your valuable talents will ever be enlisted in behalf of these

provinces, and that the important services you have already rendered to Upper Canada, and the empire at

large, will receive that well-merited reward—the approbation of our most gracious and beloved Queen.

(Signed) A. STUART,
Chairman.

W. BRISTON,
Secretary.

jProvince of Lotoer Cnnada,

Quebec, 24ih February, 1838. ^
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Montreal, 13ih Mnreh, 1 8*38.

Sik,

A large and roprciulilc nu'ttitig olriliit'ii*, nlio long lo tenify tlirir gralvlul adiniratiun of llii Inlcnl,

firinneH, uiid inlcgrity nliicli liiivu unirormly ditiingiiitliiMl ymir bi'u'l' but i-vtiiifid itiliniiii*lruiiuii ul' tlie

guveriiiiH-iit of Upper CaiinJa, linii ilcpiiicd u* tu iii(]iiii(', tvlicilifr you will lu far gruiil'y and liuiiour ili«in ai

III ui'Ct'pl of n piiiilic dinner during your iinliiipiUi'd prt'icncc ul Monlri'iil.

We liavL' ilie honour to br,

Willi the liigliuti cuntidcruliuii and rv»pvci,

Sir,

Your nioit oljedieul and I'lilliful ti'rvunli,

(Signed) PETER MGILL.
JOHN MOLSON,
AUAM THOM.

T>i Sir V. B. IIb\d, Uaronet,

S^r. Sfc.

TouoNTo, March 19ili, 1838.

Gknti.bmen,

It has alTordud inc unexpected grniilKalion to Uiirn Trom ynnr litter ofilie \M\ instniit, wliliii I have ilii«

mnniciil received, that a large and renpecialile body oriho ciiizi'iii oI'MontrcHl havi done me the honour to

invite me to a public dinner during my prosenrc in Montreal,

I beg yuii will be m (;ood as to oflVr to the gentlemen who h.ivu evinced sneli a i!i'!<iro my nincere tliunk*

for iliiii dattering testimony uf tlieir goml ojiiniun, wliieli I can truly assure llieni I most £en>ibly appreciate;

at the lame time I request they uill lio me the uddilioual favour of perir.itiiiig me ti> exprrss a desire not tu

avail niysfir of their obliging invitiilion to ii public dinner.

i)n retiring from this government I i>hali, tu the uiinott of my abdiiy, (ontinne to render to the Cnnadat

every assistance in my po.vcr ; but I trust, on reflection, you will agree with me in the opinion thai, on my
journey to Kngland, 1 should in no place do anythinc; that can lend directly or indirectly to agitate a discus-

sion of any of those questions in which llie people of the Canadasi, as well as myself, feel so deeply interested.

I have the honour to bo.

Gentlemen,

Your most obedient humble servant,

(Signed) F. B. HEAD.
The lliin. Pkteii .M'(jili.,

John Mulsun, Ksq.

Adam Tiiom, tsq.

Sir.

QucutC, 22nd March, 1838.

The citizens of Quebec, being desirous of Marking their sense of your E\ccllency's cliarncter and ser-

vices during the eventful period of your government of Upper Canada, have, at a public meeting, convened

at the Exchange on Wednesday the 21st instant, resolved that a public entertainmeiit should be given for that

object in this city, and that your Excellency should be invited therein, should it be your intention to visit Que-

bec |)rior to your return to England.

Ill carrying this resolution into effect, ihe undersigned committee have now the honour of requesting your

Excellency to accept a public dinner on the part of the citizens of Quebec, on any day which may suit your

Excellency's convenience after your arrival in this city.

A duplicate of this letter has been forwarded to Kingston addressed to your Excellency,

We have the honour to be.

Your Excellency's most obedient humble servants,

(Signed) CHAS. F. AYLWIN,
T. N. STAYNER,
J. CHARLTON FISHER, Li. D.

His Gicellency Sin F. B Hiap, Ban.

Sft. \c Sfc

Montreal.

'm-
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^
To Ilia Excellency Sir F. B. Hkad. Baronet, Sfc. fy. fy:.

May it plgahr Yoijk Kxckllency,

• t', her Miij(«i)'ii (liiiifiil niul loynl tulijpcti, tin nflirpri, iion>cuinmitt!iinr(] ofllcrrt, nncl privalet uf llie

Ave bnilnliiiiit of Monlri'iil Lnyiil Voliiiitucrs, (',i<:iiiit iilluw yiiitr K«ci-lli'iK'y lu depnrt rrniii your go««rnin<>nt

or till! proviiii'u ot Upper Ciiiindit Miiliniit rxpreitiiig In you our liiftli iiiliiiirnrKiii of your Excclleiicy't upright,

uncoiiiproiiiioioi.', nnd ciiii<titutluiial iiilinui imiioii vI'iIk: iliilK-i of your i'xnli«(l and important office.

Ill prrtiinrm^ lo udilrt'ns your Kti-tlleiiry as vnluntper »oliliir.<, w? f^l ntsurid, by iIih noble eiomple

wliicli hoi brvn »n hiivly «xliiliiied lo im by your IC\('tlli'iiry, ilinl our sentifiit'Mis »'ill, in your boiom, moel a

•ynipailietic reeling ofiuiii'Mt loyally in tiur bidoved Qureii, mid nl'uiidt'viiiiinK sidln-reiice lo tlie glorious inili-

tuiioiisoriiur rmlii-r-lnnd, of which it win iitiqiifitiuunbly deiigiied thnt wtj ihnuld Iiiivh the hoppineiii, in thii

remote corner ol'ihc Hrilikli empire, lu enjoy the ample bletilng*.

lu your Kxcclleiicy'* ndminittration of the afTuiri of Upper Cannda, 0.4 \\v\\ a* in thnt of yonr gnllant

predeceitnr, our eslt'i uicd Commnnder-iu-chief, we joyfully recognine that rrjcrtion of hollotv expediency, nnd

that udlicreiire lo pine nnd sterling principle, which nt once check the inipiringii of restless and deilriiciive

innovation, nnd give hif^li nnd cipiinding hope and cnt'rgy lu iliu »iippoi'trr» of iiisliiuliuii* bntrd upon true

pnlriniiiim, nnd crnientrd by the witdom and experience orogct.

We beg to express our umloiibiing confidence in your Excellency'* detire lo inipreti upon the councili

of our moai grncioiM Sovcrcifrii the importnnce of srixiiii; upon the present opportunity, 10 hnppily nfTorded,

of making the province what it always should have been, n liriii^h colony; nnd lo convey to our beloved

Queen our cnrnesi liesiie lo be emnncipnted from ihe dnmiiiiuii of a race wliirh hns proved ilseif the eoemy of

Uritish lelilement in thiii province, of Uritith iinproveineiit, of Briiinh laws and instiiiitions, nnd of Briiiih

connexion.

We beg to convey in your Excellency the expression of our sincere regret at your rel.:iquishmenl of the

government of Upper (jnnniln at n crisis so important In the best interests of thnt noble province, and of our

heartfolt wi»hes fur your happiness, and for ihot honour and promotion at the hands of our most grnrUuis

Sovereign which your Excellency's patriotism so eminently deserves.

Montreal, t2ili Ftbntary, 1838.

'

>i

'^'fv

'iVl,.'.."

l..v'it-',.'1

K^i^'/i,

At a Public Meeting, very numerously attended, held nt the News-room, in the City of Saint John, on'

Thiirsdxy, ihc 22iid ilay of Mfiircli, 1836, his worship the Mayor in the Chnir,

—

On moiiun of Mr. Fenielow

—

Rtiohcd unanimously—That iliis meeting has a high sense of the inc stininble advnntages which have

accrued to the Cnnndna nnd the other Briiisli American possessions, by the administration of Sir Frnncis

Bond Head, Oarl., Into Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canadi.

Resolved unanimnuslij—Thai, entertaining a lively hope thnt Sir Francis Bond Head may pass through

this city on his return lo England, this meeting deems it 1 n indispensable duly thnt some distinguished tribute

of respect be paid to him by the loynl inhabitants of Saint John, nnd that iherefore lie be invited tu a public

dinner to be given him on that occasion.

Resolved—Tiint a committee of management be appointed to prepare ihn same, and obtain subseripiioni

On motion of the Hon. Judge Parker:

—

Ritolvtd unnnimously—That his Excellency, Sir John Harvey, our highly respected I/ieutenant-Governor,

be invited as a guest on the occasion.

Rttohed unanimjusly—That the Hon. Colonel MacNub, Speaker of the House of Assembly of Upper

Canada, be also luviied a> a guest, in the event of his being in this province on his way 10 England.

Resolved -That his Worship the Mayo:*, H. B. Smith, Esq., collector of her Majesty's customs, and

William H. Street, E«q., be a rmmillee to proceed to Fredericlon, fur the purpose of conveying the forcMid

resolutions to Sir Francis Bund Head, his 'Excellency Sir John Harvey, and Colonel MacNab.

(Signed) ROBERT J. HEADHAM,
Ghaibman,.
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At a Public Meeting of the Magistrates, Merchants, and principal Inhabitants of the County of Gloiiresier,

held at tiie Cuurt-house, in Bathurst, New Brunswick, on Monday, the 2nd day of April, 1838)

William End, Member of the House of Assembly, called to the Chair:

—

It toai resolved unanimously—That the province of New Brunswick should cordially unite in those sen-

timenls of admiration and respect which have been so -ntliusiastically expressed by the loyal people of Upper

Canada towards Sir Francis Bond Head, their late Lieutenant-Governor.

Rtaohed unanmoudy—Thai to support and streiigtlicii the power and influence of the Government in

these colonies should be ihe.pari^nunt duly of every man who appreciates ilie importance of British con-

nexion, and desires tabe protected by British laws; and that the political opinions of Sir Francis Bond Head,

expressed during his residence in Upper Canada, are warmly responded to by the loyal people of this province,

and regarded as a code, happily conducive to the honour and dignity of the Crown, as well as the safely and

v/elfare of ilie people.

Resolved ummmousJy—That the unshaken fldclity with which the constitutional rights of the Crown and

the subject were maintained by Sir Francis Bond Head during his administration of the government of Upper

Canada; his sagacity in detecting and disappointing the specious designs of pretended patriots; his iirmnes*

in overturning the less dangerous attempts of open rebellion, and the confidence with which, on two memorable

occasions, he intrusted the best interests of the colony to the good sense of its fieehulders and the gallantry of

its militia, justly entitle him to the everlasting gratitude of her Majesty's faithful subjects in csery pan of

British America.

Resolved unanimously—That, while the removal of Sir Francis Bond Head from the government of

Upper Canada must be deeply lamented by those who nobly rallied round him in the day of agitation and

rebellion, this meeting is not nitlinut n cheering hope tiiat the knowledge whii'h he has acquired of the true

character of her Majesty's colonial subjects, when communicated to the Imperial Parliament, may convince the

British nation that the great mass of the people of these colonies, loyal in feeling and in conscience, consider

it iheir enviable distinction to form a part of the British empire, and turn with abhorrence from those who
would make these last retreats of sufTering loyalty a land of aliens from the Britisli Crown. *

Resolved unanimously—That the people of tiie county of Gloucester, deeming it their bounden duty to

adopt the sentiments of ilie aforegoing resolutions, are desirous of publicly declaring their feelings towards Sir

Francis Bond Head and the loyalists of Upper Canadj; and that these resolutions be signed by the chairman,

and transmitted by him to his Excellency Jliijor-Goneral Sir John Harvey, onr esteemed Lieiiicnant-Governor,

with an humble request that he may be pleased to communicate them to Sir Francis Bmid Head.

(Signed) WILLIAM END,
CilAIRHAN.

Bathurst, New Brunswick,

April 2nd, 1838.

Besides the above, I have a small volume of a-hlresses, which I received on my departure from the people

throughout all the districts of Upper Canada, to all of which addresses I gave the following reply, verbally

explaining to the reipective deputations that, feeling it to be my duty not to write anything on the subject of

my retirement from the government of the province which could lend to agitate that question, 1 had resolved

to give but one answer to whatever valedictory addresses I might receive.

COPY OF GENERAL ANSWER
Gentlemen :

I SINCERELY thank the inhabitants of for the very gratifying expressions respecting my
•diRinlslralion of the government of this province which are contained in their Address.

...',''
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