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REPORT FROM THfE ROIJJNDTABLE ON CONFLICT PREVENTION AND)
PREVENTIVE DIPLOMACY

-tnership with

The



- There is a difficulty to commit long-term resources for Conflict Prevention

At the UN, nevertheless, the focus is slowly shifting ftom preoccupation with such



The Agenda

Many participants expressed their concerns about the Conflict Prevention agenda. Janice
Stein argued that in order to diminish the danger of Conflict Prevention becoming a "flavour of
the month" fad, there must be a focus. Critical trade-offs should be identified to establish
priorities and do-able goals. The global civil service should mobilise public opinion and "seil"
ideas to people more effectively.

The link between securlty and development needs to be explored and strengthened in
approaches to Confliot Prevention. Does security lead to development or vise versa? Social
science studies have generated contradictory evidence.

Dan Omeara made the link between World Bank policies (L.e., Structural Adjustment)
and the deterioration of societies (including both security and development). Structural
Adjustment programmes have flot led to improvement in equality. On the contrary, in many
instances, they have led to scrapping re-distribution policies and contributed to the
"criminalisation" of economies. The assumption that conflict is automatically reduced with the



OUA spending doduies the 1everg decreases even more.



lIn doing that Canada, and other G-8 countries need to sharpen definitions, pniorities,
focus and trade offs. The G-8 can then provide a useful agenda setting fimction, one that will
include the US. This discussion, like the CCFPD one last week on Small Arms, draws attention
to the need to better link security and development. It was agreed that views and feedback from
Canada's Political Director (ADM/DFAIT) and others would be helpful.

For further information, please, contact Marketa Geisier at (613) 944-6023.





October 7, 1999

Dear Friends,

In partnership with the Global and Human Issues Bureau and the Policy Planning staff of
the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, we are organising a roundtable on
conflict prevention ini preparation for the G-8 Foreign Ministers meeting next December in
Berlin. We would like to invite you to participate ini this small roundtable which will take place
on October 19, 1999, in Toronto. We will start at 1 OAM and work through lunch until 2 PM.
Professor Janice Stein at the University of Toronto has kindly agreed to host us.

You may know that the G-8 Foreign Ministers will meet in December to consider conflict
prevention and conflict resolution. Several G-8 countries are presently making proposais on how
to usefully advance these issues. The Toronto Roundtable is an opportunity to contribute views



Somne further questions and concerns include, for example:. Is the concept of conflict

prevention adequate? Does the G-8 have a role to play in conflict prevention and if yes what kind
of a role? What can Canada achieve ini this context and what are its priorities?

Your contributions to develop this list of thenies and issues and to reflect on Canada's
approach and agenda for this G-8 discussion are most welcome.

Please, get in touch with Yannick Lamnonde (613- 944-0391). We will reimburse your

travel expenses and we encourage you to book your tickets ini advance ini economy class.

1 look forward to seeing you in Toronto.

Sincerely,

Steve Lee
National Director



Conflict Prevention. Roundtable
University of Toronto

Massey College, 4 Devonshiire Place, Round Room
Tuesday, October 19,1999

lOam - pm

AGENDA

10:00 - 10:15

10:15 - 12:30

12:30 - 13:00

13:00 -14:00

14:00

Introduction - Steve Lee/Janice Stein

Discussion

Working Lunch

Discussion

Wrap-up/Conclusions





Confllct Prevention Roundtable
University of Toronto

Massey College, 4 Devonshire Place, Round Room
Tuesday, October 19,1999

1Oam - 2pm

List of Participants

Janice Stein - University oflToronto (host)
Steve Lee - Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development (chair)
Andrew Mack - Office of the Secretary General - UN
Nancy Gordon - Care Canada
Michael Pearson - MCB Pearson Consulting LTD
Erica Simpson - University of Western Ontario
Dan Omeara - UQAM
José-Francisco Valiente - UQAM
Fen Harnpson - Carleton University
Jirn Bayer - Royal Roads University
Charles Van Der Donckt - DFAIT
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