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The Wise Men.

BY VERNON ) 3 SQUIRES,

A thought which each ¢

to let play

my mind, is of

away,

Star guided by nigh
d

hristmas I Jove
Thro’ three who rode far
t, faith guideq by,

ay,
In quest of the place where the Christ-
a;

child lay,

the power of Christ ?
Britain, America, with
all temples,
lifted to a new life, with philan
flowing back

Japan, to China, to India—thege
answer,

the power of

o, 12.7

T'en thousanad Sages have lived
then,

Great monarchs have

ers have taught

painters have painted,

tors have wrought,

boets have chanteq divine truths
to men;

Yet the three whom

" the wise men
Who Journeyed afar by
Star guided py night,

since

ruled, great teach-
Great great sculp-
Great

the world calls
are they

a devious way,
faith guided by

ay,
Til they knelt in the place where the
(‘hl'iﬁl-r-hlld lay,

The Power of the Living Cheist,

Steam {g g power that can he tested
and proved, so jg water, so ig electriclty.
a power just
surely—in fact, the greategt
Power among men to-day,
electricity have not caused as gregt
changes in material lite anq the meth-
0ds of business as  Jesus Chrigt hasg
caused in mental anq moral life, and ip
the methods of worship,  What about
the power of Confucius, Buddha, ang
Mahomet ? China, India, ang all Asia
With their sleepy, slow, no

N-progressive
Idolatrous, Superstitious systems anq
cults—these are the answer. What ahoyt

Europe, Germany,
idols cast ¢t of
With women and children
thropies
as life-giving streams to
are the

is the proof ofs
Chrlm.—(}uardlau.

Christendom
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thought ana efforc and prayer upon the

OUR PERIODICALS. .k
The best, the cheapest, the most entertaining lesson. But the greatest influence of pel
the most popular. p the teacher should be his or her strong th
orty €
Subscrip individual personality, the man or tb
ristian Guardian, weekly 810 woman behind the lesson. els
and Review, monthi H 1 We may be permitted a personal re- 1
e w'“l-nd Rloivile‘w, g ?g miniscence. One of the most potent, :’he:
e Wesleyan, Halifax, weekl: .. moulding influences on our own life was
s wa s ke ¥ Siples - 9% that of the late Robert Wilkes, M.P., for —_
6 copies and upwards . 050 many years our devoted Sunday-school 90
""‘;’:&:‘;’%‘&%‘;“""""‘Y""‘“"“P"' - 0%  teacher and clac»-leader. We remem- ﬁoo'
Over 20 copies ‘024 ber to chis day much of his teaching, but (t‘os‘
Sunm.p{onn htl);;le-'-hml copi g{g more of it we have forgotten; but one Sl":“_
Happy D:{:I.«;lru:llshlly 01¢ thing we shall never forget—his intense lf((;u
copies and uj wards 012 moral earnestness, the manner in which She
ook, 907 he was wont to plead with his class, ou‘rn
Berean Senior Quarterly . 02 sometimes with tears, to surrender Savi
Bemnlf-vues.l‘odoc‘:we- "@T?""l‘«i) = .. 580 themselves to the Great Teacher. fied ‘
quln:r e SO TP 50 Mr. Wilkes was at that time, as dur
Quarterly Review Service. By the year, 24 cents ing all his life, a very busy man. He
adozen; §2 per 100. Per quarter, 6 cents a was travelliug almost constantly. He
dosea i per 100, 080 jearned the lesson by heart and rumin- M
Twe Asove PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE a 2 €
WILLIAM BRIGGS, ated upon it while waiting for railway
Methodist Book and Publishing House, trains, in crowded stations, and upon the
C. W. Coares, Torowro, 8. F. Humsts, train. He came to the class surcharged,
2176 St. Catherine St., Meth. Book Room,  inspired with the truths which he had so Thi
Montreal, Que. Halifax, N.8. incorporated into his very being. He the
5 was like an electric battery giving out grami
y mental shocks that stirred every heart Y
Sundap School Banner, HiE.ine. No m
But above and beyond this was his per- ks
W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR. sonal interest in each scholar. If any volum
of us were absent from class or Sunday- odism,
TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1900. school, we were sure of a visit on Satur- many |
e = —————————— day night, if not before, from this busy Th
man. He selected books for our read- ¢ is
The Man Behind the Book. ing, gave wise counsels for our conduct, \(I) hh‘-"I
— he surrennded our lives with loving in- ,‘”e_[ 0¢
While teaching a class in a layge and  terest aud exercised a spell of power «luinere‘
successful Sunday-school lately, we were OVer oflll;l:Vh(l))le ‘heart] and t:lhlld. te}:()\‘““ full as"t
ran i one o e best and most devoted Sun- 2
more than ever impressed with the day-school teachers we ever knew. This "j(n p
shortness of the time allowed for the pusy commercial traveller acquired a part in
great result at which we aim. Not working acquaintance with both Greek :I':frl?l)se
move than three-quarters of an hour s  and Hf;‘brE(;N ;]hat hel millltﬂ-Gﬂzle ""”;'1' (‘“‘;": ‘tl]
. comprehend the oracles o od, as he .
;l:let l:,?,s(-?b;e;im;t !uT;he ;lass. and 11hls sained a familiar acquaintance with ill:d ins
eek. e time seemed t0  French and German for business pur- ,;""5 C
pass before we knew it, poses, o .he &
While deep and strong impressions All teachers cannot do just as Robert ,,,":Z' u
may be made in this time, it requires Wilkes did; but all may be animated by trend A
concentrated thought and intense energy. the same love and zeal. They can show be ruﬁ“
It does not take long for the weight of a personal interest in their scholars, in -“"if’ncey
a pile-driver to drop upon a pile and their home ‘ife, in their daily toil, In \ 1 .l‘
drive it many feet, perchance, into the their hopes and ambitions. Thus they “l;'e .la({
earth, It does take a good deal of time can grapple them to their hearts W ith \\-,."e‘qm
to overcome the inertia of a huge mass hooks of steel. A call from the teacher ('pi‘,e(‘l t]
and raise it to the top of a beam. Now, at the home will do more to gain an in- the re ‘:,tl
we cannot drop down on our class like fluence over the life than a year's ab- We : X
the weight of a pile-driver, but we can stract and impersonal teaching. Per- to aid 4
give force and emphasis to our teaching haps, better still, will be iaviting the the Etill[m
by due preparation and concentration of scholars to one’s own home, but the sep- beriodical
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arate and individual influence of the
bersonal visit is even more potent than
the diffused ang divided influence in the
class or social meeting,

The important thing is to come into
personal relations, into close grips, with
the individuai soul. ‘This jg especially
true in the revival for whic we are
looking, hoping, praying, and which, in
800d part, has already come, With the
closing Sundays of thig wonderful cen-
tury, we should ajj seek a fullep con-
Secration to thig grandest of service, a
richer anointing from on high, and a
sacred resolve by God’s grace to bring
our scholars to the loving heart of the
Sa\‘lou., a holy burpose not to he satis-
fied till each one is converted to Ged.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for 1901.

This Magazine and Review will begin
the new century with the best pro-
Bramme of contents jt has ever Presented,
No magazine ever published in Canada
has reached like this jtg fifty-second
volume, The leading writers of Meth-
odism, both at home anq abroad, ang
many others, wil] contribute to jtg pages,

This Magazine will specially endeavour
to help the 8reat Forward Movement of
Methodism, the religious and mission-
ary revival for whijch our church ig go
carnestly hoping anq praying,

tome visitor—a bright, cheery, inspiring
and instructive guest in the Methodist
homes of thjg Dominion,

The department of the World'g Pro-
gress, treating the stirring eventg of the
times, religious and mlssinnar,\'. and the
trend of religious thought anq work, will
be fully treated, ang the progress of
science,

A lady correspondent of literary cyl-
ture ang refinement in the United States

the reading of ten of the foremost,

We ask the co-operation of our friends
o aid yg by counsel and suggestion in
the sti]] further improvement of this
beriodical, Our great dependence is, of

course, upon the ministers, who are its
authorized and official agents,

To aid them in the vigorous

i and December
numbers will pe given free to new sub-
A liberal scale of premiums
at nominal cost wi) be offered,

SPECIAL Oppgg T0 ScHooLs,

A special reduction is given to schools
taking copies of this Magazine for ciren-
lation in theip libraries, Two or more
copies so taken will be furnished for
$1.60 each, This includes the November
and December numbers free to new sub-
scribers—fourteen numbers for $1.60, or
about 1114 Cents per number of ninety-
six closely printed, well-illustrateqd pages,
Many schools have taken this periodical
for several years, some in quantities ag

large as ten op more copies, They have
found it more interesting, instructive,
up-to-date, anq economical thap any

Cther way of burchasing good literature,
PrEMIUNS,

Subscribers go desiring may secure
copies of Withrow's * Barbara Heck,”
* Neville Trueman,” « Lawrence Tem-
ple,” op “ Valeria,” at 3¢ cents each,
post free; regular price, 75 cents,

Fifteen-Dollar Premium,

To the person who secures the largest
number of new subscribers to The Meth-
odist Magazine and Review for 1901, that
number not to pe less than six, the Bdl-
tor will present a fine morocco bounad,
full gilt €opy of “The People’s Biple
History,” This is a sumptuous book of
1,300 quarto pages, 200 engravings, many
of them full-page, bound in morocco, and
full gilt, in case, price, $15,00,

It containg g twenty-six page article
by the Jat,

by Dr, Gunsaulus, pp,
Gregory,
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Lorimer, and other writers of foremost
rank. This book forms such an appara-
tus for the study of the Scriptures as
cannot elsewhere be found,

The months of November and Decem-
ber are the best months for the canvass.
The Magazine for these months will be
given free to new subscribers.

Lesson Helps for 1901,

The testimony of experienced teachers
is that no help is more valuable for the
study of the life of our Lord than a
Harmony of the Gospels. The advan-
tages of such a Harmony, or Mono-
tessaron, will be shown by the follow-
ing extracts from an article by Prof.
Amos R. Wells, in The Sunday-school
Times :

“ Far above concordance, Bible index,
Bible dictionary, I count the mono-
tessaron the very best help to Bible
study. The monotessaron, it might be
parenthetically remarked for the benefit
of the lexicon-lazy tolk, is a harmony of
the four gospels, so arranged as to make
one continuous and complete story, in
Scripture words alone, Speaking for
one, I may say that through recent first
acquaintance with a monotessaron, that
Matchless Life has shone upon me with
an entire splendour of beauty and ma-
jesty before unimagined.”

There are several harmonies from $1.00
to $1.50, but the general testimony is
that none surpass iu fulness and ac-
curacy that published by the Editor of
The Banner, new edition, with map and
geography of Palestine, by Prof. Hamil.
For sale at Methodist Book Rooms, To-
ronto, Montreal, and Halifax. Price, 50
cents,

Teachers willing to accept agency for
schools will please communicate directly
with the Rev. Dr, Withrow, Toronto.

The Chapel of the Nativity.

(See Frontispiece.)

—_—

This is found in the Church of St.
Mary, as it is called, at Bethlehem. It
is owned jointly by the Greeks, Latins,
and Armenians. It is supposed by some

to be the church erected by Constautine
in A.D. 330. If this be true, it is prob-
ably the oldest building in the world
erected by a Christian church. The floor
is paved with stone, and the walls are
plain. Passing through the church, you
descend thirteen steps to the crypt and
you are in the Chapel of the Nativity,
a cavern in the rock, the floors and walls
of which are paved and lined with beau-
tiful marble. It is about ten feet high,
twelve feet wide, and nearly forty feet
from east to west. It is lighted by
thirty-two beautifu’ lamps, which are
continually burning. Tradition has long
held this as the birthplace of the infant
Christ. To the left is an altar, under
which, in a recess, is a silver star (as
seen in our picture) in the marble pave-
ment, with this inscription: * Hic de
Virgine Maria Jesus Christus natus est,”
“ Here Jesus Christ was born of the
Virgin Mary.” About the recess hang
fifteen lamps, owned and kept burning
by the Greeks, Latins, and Armenians.
This is supposed to mark the spot of the
birth of Jesus. To the right you de-

scend a few steps to the Chapel of the'

Manger, where Jesus was laid.

“We were kindly shown through all
the portions of the church, and with
tender thoughts looked again and again
upon these narrow walls, which once held
a young mother joyful at the birth of
the long-promised Messiah. While the
shepherds told the story of his birth,
and the Magi went to their own land to
relate the wonderful tidings, Mary, of
royal womanhood, ‘ kept all these things,
and pondered them in her heart.” She
had a deeper sorrow; she experienced a
higher joy and honour; she knew the
secret of the Lord, but turned her loving,
calm eyes on her infant child and wor-
shipped God, and thought upon his mercy
to the world and to his hand-maiden.
Oh, happy, blessed family, crowded from
the inn to teach the world a lesson of
loving humility to the end of time!”

We printed last year in The Banner a
number of excellent selections of music.
These we find were very highly appre-
ciated. We print another one in this
number, and shall, from time to time, as
we find first-class musie, present it for
the benefit of our readers. Nothing will
be more helpful in the revival which is
already upon us than a choice gelection
of spiritual songs.

Me
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Christmas Hymn,
BY JOHN MILTON,
This is the month and this the happy
morn,
Wherein the Son of heaven's eternal
King,

Of wedded maiqd and virgin mother born,

Our greai redemption from above did
bring;

For 80 the holy sages once did sing,

That he our deadly forfeit should release,

And with his Father work us a perpetual
Deace,

Nor war nor battle’s sound

Was heard the world around;

The idle spear and shield were high up

hung,

The hooked chariot stood

Unstained wicn hostile blood,

The trumpet Spake not to the armed
throng,

And kings sat still with awfyl eye,

As if they surely knew their Sov'reign
Lord was by.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for November,

NOVEMBER AND DE( EMBER NUMBERS FREE 10
NEW SUBSCRIBERS

Among the well-illustrated articles in
this number are, “Cuba—Her Need and
Condition,” Wyckoff's ‘Workers,"” an
eloquent paper on “ Oxford Under Two
Queens,” by W. Morley Punshon, “The
Passion Play,” “The Parig Exposition,”
by the Editor, John Wesley,” with the
famous Romney portrait, a character-
sketch of Mrs, A. E. Barr, anq others,
The account of New Ontario, with its

" Life in a Convent is a strik-
ing narrative, Two strongly-written
Canadian storjeg are ulso given,

The announcement for 1901 is of special
attractiveness, The November and De-
cember numbers will be given free to
lew subscribers,

Toronto ; William Briggs,
C. W. Coates, Halifax :

Montreal :
S. F. Huestis,

$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

The Greatest Need,

The Sunday-school Journal says :

In response to the Question, What ig
the greatest neeq of the Sunday-school at
the present time, and how can it be met?
We have replies from a number of lead-
ers in Sunday-school work.

The Rev, C, R, Blackall, D.p,, editor
of the periodicalg of the American Bap-
tist Society, emphasizes the need of thor-
ough preparation on  the part of the
tenchers‘ He says :

“In my judgment the greatest need
in Sunday-school work at the present
time is more thorough Preparation of
teachers upon the best educationa) lines,
Not that there should be less spirituality
or less consecration, but g clearer per-
ceptiocn of ijts character and obligations,
and greater capacity for true teaching,
There might we | be fewer teachers and
larger classes than are generally found
in  the Sunday-school, teachers
should be chogen for their aptness to
teach, theip knowledge of what is to be
taught, and theijr fidelity to Christian
brinciple.  Normal or institute training,
added to individua] effort, form the only
means of such thorough bPreparation ag
the work requires,”

The Rev. Dr, Charles 8, Albert, editor
of The Augsburg Sun(lay-scbool Teacher,
also points particularly to the teacher

well equipped, In hig opinion,

“The greatest need in Sunday-school
work at the bresent time ig capable
Christian teachers apt to teach anq
equipped to teach, The need will be
met when teachers have strong spiritual
life themselves, know the doctrines of
the church, are instructed in pedagogie
aws, become acquainted with their text-

book, the Bible, thoroughly, They
should know child-nature ang how to
deal with it, Teacher training and nor-

mal instruction are means to this end.”
The Rev, W, H. Withrow, D.D., refers
likewise to the condition of the teachers,
He thus presents his view :
“The greatest need of Sunday-school

work at the present time, in my judg-
ment, is consecrated teachers; teachers
filled with the love of God ang of his

word and of the souls committed to thetr
care.  Next in importance, [ Judge, is
an intelligent conception and deep con-
viction of the spiritual teachings of the
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word of God, an aptness in fixing these
in the hearts and minds of the scholars,
not so much by direct instruction as by
judicious questioning, educing from the
consciousness of the scholar correct ap-
prehensions of divine truth. These re-
sults can only be secured by much
prayer, earnest faith, patient study of
the word, and the illumination of the
divine Spirit.”

Very similar is the judgment of the
Rev. M, C. Hazard, Ph.D., the editor of
The Pilgrim Teacher, as will be seen
when he tells us :

“The greatest need now and always is
a consecrated and trained corps pf teach-
ers, Given that in a school there will
be both conversions and development in
the Christian life. While one system
of lessons may be superior to another,
vet good teachers will make the poorest
selection the most effective, It is well
to have a good gun, but the good gun in
the hands of a poor marksman is quite
ineffective, Those schools who are try-
ing different systems of lessons will do
better by increasing their teaching
efficiency. Hence each school should
have a teachers’ training class.”

So it would seem that the greatest need
is not finer rooms, nor more entertaln-
ments, nor a new piano or a larger or-
chestra, or a good many other desirable
things, but more consecrated and better
trained teachers. Jiven devoted, 1In-
formed, and skilled teachers, and we
ought to have successful schools.

Christmas Number of Onward.

The Christmas double number of On-
ward last year was very highly appre-
ciated by our schools. This costs us more
than double the expense of our ordinary
issue, but so warm was the welcome it
received that we are determined if pos-
sible to surpass it in our double Christ-
mas issue of the present year, that for
December 8. This will be a large six-
teen-page paper, full of Christmas
stories, pictures, and poems, and will be,
we believe, the most attractive number
of Onward we have ever issued. Tt will
be furnished in any quantity at the rate
of $1.00 per hundred. Every scholar in
our schools should have a copy. Send
in your orders at once that you may
gecure this Christmas souvenir which we
ofter at far below cost.

How the Pastor Can Help the Home
Department.

If it is to be a great aid to him, he
must be a great aid to it, Its success
will largely depend upon his attitude to-
ward it. What can he do for it ?

1. He can introduce it, He should not
wait for the superintendent of the Sun-
day-school to move in the matter, but
should urge its adoption himself. He
can enlist the pastors of the other
churches in the werk, so that the canvass
will be in the interest of all, and thus
good understanding and fellowship be
promoted.

2. He can commend it. He can re-
cognize it as a worthy department of
church work. He can notice it from the
pulpit, commending it to all. He can
preach upon the value of Bible study,
emphasizing the opportunity which the
Home Department gives to carry on such
study at home in connection with the
Bunday-school and by the aid of the ex-
cellent helps which are furnished. He
can speak of it in his pastoral visits, es-
pecially recommending it to business
men, to the aged, the infirm, the invalids,
the mothers, servants, nurses, etc.

3. He can recognize it. He can re-
cognize it by making mention of it in
public prayer, just as he does any other
activity of the church. He can preach
special sermons, to which its members
shall be invited.

4. He can cheer its workers. He can
let the visitors see that he values their
work. ~He can tell them of the good
words which he hears, of the encourage-
ment which the Department has been to
invalids and others, of the velue it is to
him in his labours, of the reclamation
of backsliders, etc.

5. He can identify himself with it. He
can meet with the superintendent and
visitors of the Home Department in their
quarterly meetings, that he may there
learn all that they are doing and make
further suggestions to enlarge their work
and make it more fruitful. In this con-
ference he will hear many things which
will be simply invaluable to him, and
will be able to push the work forward
to greater usefulness. Not to make use
of this effective agency is simply to make
a great blunder.—M. C. Hazard, Ph.D.
in Home Classes, or, the Home Depart-
ment,

day
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Christendom’s Hymn to Chyist,

Christmas
carols in the streets of Eisenach, and in

on “The Morning of Christ’s Nativity,”
Brownlng has enriched English
literature with her song of the “ Virgin
Mother to the Chilg Jesus.” The many
holiday books at this season give us
many rare and exquisite selections from
the poets of Christendom on the birth-
day of Christ, The Latin hymn, the
* Adeste Fideles,” s a hymn of triumpn,
Dr, Sears’ wonderful hymn, “It Came
upon the Midnight Clear,” is a revelation
of the human heart’s hope and bewilder-
ment in the midst of life's burdens. But
was anything ever written more full of
childhood’s spirit at this happy season
than the * Child’s Hymn to Christ,” by
Turner Palgrave ?

“Thou that once on mother’s knee
Wert a little one like me,
When I wake or 80 to bed,
Lay thy hands about my head;
Let me feel thee very near,
Jesus Christ, our Saviour dear,

“ Be beside me in the light,
Close by me through all the night;
Make me gentle, kind, and true—
Do what mother bids me do;
Help and cheer me when I fret,
And forgive when I forget.

“Once wert thou in cradle laid—
Baby bright in manger shade,
With the oxen and the cows,

And the lambs outside the house,
Now thou art above the sky;
Canst thou hear thy echildren cry ?

“Thou art nearer when we pray,
Since thou art so far away;
Thou my little hymn wilt hear,
Jesus Christ, our Saviour dear,
Thou that once on mother’s knee,
Wert a little one like me !”

Love is the Fulfilling of the Law.,

For God's sake, if it be possible to
avoid it, let us not provoke one another
to wrath, Let us not kindle in each
Other thig fire of hell; much less blow it
Up into a flame, |t we could discern
truth by that dreadful light, would it

not be loss rather than gain ? For how
far ig love, even with many wrong
opinions, to be preferred before truth ijt-
self without love! We may die without
the knowledg of many truths, and yet
be carried ino Abraham's bosom, But
if we die without love, what will know-
ledge avail 2  Jyst 4s much as it availg
the devil and his angels !

The God of love forbid we should ever
make the trial ! May he prepare us for
the knowledge of all truth by filling our
hearts with al] his love, and with all joy
and peace in believing '—John Wesiey,

Book Notices,

BEACON LIGHTS OF THE REFOR-
MATION. By W. H Withrow. Meth-
odist Book Rooms, Toronto, Montreal,
and Halifax, Pp. 304, with 70 illustra-
tions, Price, $1.00. Usual discount to
schools,

This book has not heretofore been ob-
tainable except with sets of the Epworth
League Reading Course for 1898-1899. It
may now be procured singly, printed on
superior paper, with special binding,

Of this book The Epworth Herald, Chi-
cago, says: *“Dr, Withrow’s name is
known and honoured among the readers
of The Herald, and his book has found
its way to our book-table, He writes
of old and honoured rriends—\\'ycnfle.
Huss, Jerome, Savonarola,  Luther,
Zwingle, Calvin, Coligny, Tyndale, Knox,
Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley. Dr. Withrow
reviews these noble histories with the
touch of one who loves, The chapters
are more than readable—they are de-
lightful throughout.”

MAKERS OF METHODISM, Methodist
Book Rooms, Toronto, Montreal, and
Halifax. Pp. 307. With 38 engravings,
Price, $1.00.  Usual discount to schools,

“1It is as fascinating as a romance,”—
Rev. Dr, Wallace, Victoria University,

“It is history vitalized.”—Rev. Dr,
Shaw, Principal Wesleyan Theological
College, Montreal,

“*‘The Makers of Methodism * ig pe-
culiarly adapted to all the young people
of Methodism.”"—Rev. Dr, Potts,

“‘Makers of Methodism,” by W, H.
Withrow, is a bright and graphic ac-
count of the lives of the Wesleys and
their fellow-helpers, the men and women
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who, in the providence of God, changed
the moral aspect of Great Britain, lifted
up the fallen from a condition little bet-
ter than that of beasts to the dignity of
men and the fellowship of saints, and
mmpressed upon the age, both in the Old
World and in the New, the stamp of a
higher Christian civilization. = Wonder-
ful narratives of surpassing faith and
love, they hold the reader spellbound,
whether read for the first time or the
thousandth, The volume is fully illus-
trated by portraits of the heroes of Meth-
odism and views of the places which
they have nade for ever memorable by
their noble words and works."—New
York Christian Advocate.

Dr, Withrow's stories of Canadian
Methodist life, BARBARA HECK, LAW-
RENCE TEMPLE, and NEVILLE TRUE-
MAN, with numerous illustrations, are
specially suited for schools and family
reading. Price, 75 cents each.

VALERIA, A Story of the Catacombs,
recounts the trials and triumphs of
Christianity in the heroic days of per-
secution. The teachings of the cata-
combs give a vivid insight into early
Christian life and character, Well illus-
trated. Price, 756 cents.

These books can be procured from the
Methodist Book Rooms, Toronto, Mont-
real, and Halifax, at the above rates,
with the usual discount to schools, or
may be ordered at any book store in the
Dominion. Persons willing to accept
agency for their sale will receive very
liberal discount, A specimen copy for-
warded on application. Please com-
municate directly with the Rev. Dr.
Withrow, Methodist Publishing House,
Toronto.

“ Bible School of Pedagogy. Outlines
for Normal Classes.” By A. H. McKin-
ney, Ph.D. With an introduction by
Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. Cincinnati:
Jennings & Pye. Toronto: William
Briggs. Pp. 78. Price, cloth, 40 cents;
paper, 25 cents.

The special need of the Sunday-school
of the twentieth century, it is said, is
trained teaching, In many places in-
stitutes and training schools are furnish-
ing this, but many persons are beyond
the reach of these. This book brings

the institute to their door. We can think
of few more helpful things to a Sunday-
school than the study of this book by
the teachers, and discussion of its themes
and methods in the teachers’ meeting.
It includes a brief outline on human na-
ture and psychology, chapters on the
classification of pupils, on the different
grades of scholars, including the “ bad
boy,” on review, how to study the les-
son, school discipline, and the like.

“The Isle of Unrest.” By Henry
Seton Merriman, Author of “The

Sowers,” *“With Edged Tools,” *“In
Kedar's Tents,” etc. Toronto : William
Briggs, Pp. 344.

This is No. 401 of Macmillan’s Colonial
Library., The “Isle of Unrest” is the
rugged island of Corsica, the birthplace
of the arch despot of Europe, Napoleon,
and, according to one tradition, of the
world's greatest sailor, Christopher Col-
umbus, In Corsica the vendetta still
survives as perhaps in no place else in
Europe. The picture of the fierce, law-
less people, their passionate patriotism,
and the complications following the fall
of Napoleon III. after the battle of Sedan,
give a remarkable insight into some of
the most stirring events of recent times.
The motif of the tale is the fine old senti-
ment of Lovelace's, “I could not love
thee, dear, so much, loved I not honour
more.”” The book is very admirably
illustrated.

“ New Fables for Boys and Girls.” By
William J. Forster. Author of “ There
and Back,” *‘“Some English Rivers”
“Scenes from the Wonderful Life,” ete.
London : Chas. H. Kelly. Toronto:
William Briggs. Pp. 96.

Mr. Forster is a past-master in the art
of writing for young people. These
fables exhibit the humour and wisdom
of old Aesop combined with a religious
teaching which that shrewd old pagan
did not possess,

“Ilustrative Notes. A Guide to the
Study of the International Sunday-school
Lessons.”  With Original and Selected
Comments, Methods of Teaching, Illus-
trative Stories, Practical Applications,
Notes on Eastern Life, Library Refer-
ences, Maps, Tables, Pictures, Diagrams.
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By the Rev, T,
LL.D., and R, R, Dohert,
cinnatj ; Jennings & Pye.  Toronto :
William Briggs. Pp. 392, Price, $1.25,

This book seems to improve year after

B. Neely, on,
Y, Ph.D.  Cin-

year. The main part of the work, as
hitherto, hasg been done by pp, R. R,
Doherty, He has calleq to his ald such

Special students ag Professor Buell, Dr,
Moulton, President Gobin, Dr, Hurlbut,
and many others, Every department of
sacred literature hag been diligently can-

e —
—_—

Lessons and Golden Texts,—

L. Oct. 7,—Jrsus Dixing WITH A -14,

P . 22-42,)
himself shall
lthnl lhulnblebh himself shall be
4. 1

e .

II. Oct. 14, —PARABLE op THE GREAT BuppRR, Luke 14, 15.

Commit v, 21-24, (Read Matt, 22, 1-14.)
GOLDEN Texr: Come; for all things are now
ready, Luke 14, 17,

IIL Oct, 21.—Tuk Losr SHEEP AND Losr CoN,  Luke 15,
1-10. Commit v, 47 (Read Luke 14, 25 85.)
GOLDEN TEXT : There i8 joy in the presence of
the angels of God Over one sinner that repenteth,

6. 10,

GOLDEN Taxr ; Whosoever exalteth
abased ; and he
Xalted.  Luke

ul
IV. Oct. 28,—Tux Propigar, SoN. Luke 16,
v. 20-24,

11-24, Commit
(Read Luke 16.) GoLpeN Texy : I will
18,

cann 3
V1. Nov, 11,—Tug Riou Max AND LAZARUS, Luke 16, 1
Commit v. 1922, (Read Luke 16,19 to 17, 10,
GOLDEN TrxT: Lay up for Yourselves treasures in
heaven. Matt. 6. 20,
VIL Nov. 18.—Tuk Tex Lerris CLraNsED, Luke 17, 11-19,
Commitv, 17-19. (Read for connection, John 11.)
GoLpeN Texr : Be ye thanktul, Col, 8. 15,

ix

vassed, and latest contributio
study examineq with
obtain the best material for the illustra-
tion of the lessons, During the first
half of the year they are on the life of
our Lord, anq for the Second half upon
Old Testament characters, The book is
VEry copiously illustrateq, and has nu-
nerous maps ang diagrams, How such
a work of nearly 400 octave pages can
be furnisheq for the price, can only be
explained by its ve

ns to Bible
care in order to

ry large sale,

Studies in the Life of Jesus.

VIIL. Nov,

IX. Dec. 2.—Tug Ricn Youxa RuLEr, Matt, 19, 16-28,
Commit v, 23-26. (Read Matt. 19. 1to 20, 16 ;
Luke 17, 11 to 18, 14.) GoLokN Texr: Children,
how hard is it for them that trust in ric
enter into the kingdom of God !
. —BARTIMEDS Hravkp, Mark 10,
0. 60-62, (Read Mark 10. 82.52.) Goupex Taxr :
g.aul, at Imight receive my sight. Mark 10,
1

X1 Dec, 16.—Zaccirvs ug PUBLICAN, Luke 19, 1-10.
Commit v, §.10, GOLORN Tmxr: The Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which was lost,
Luke 19, 10,

XIl. Dec, 23.—Panapue OF THE PoUNns. Luke 19, 11-27,
Commit v, 26, 97, (Read Matt, 25, 14-30,) Gorpex
TEXT : Ever, shall give account of

i o God 3

XIIL Dee, 30—Rnvigw,

GOLDEN TrXT: Thoy Crownest
the year with thy . 11,

goodness. Pga, @5,

i —————

ORDER OF SERVICES,

OPENING BERVICE,

1. Siuexcs,
IL. REsPONSIVE SENTENORS, Psa, 19, 714,)

Surr, The law of the Lorp i8 perfeot, converting
the soul :

Souoow.  The testimony of the Lorp is sure, making
wise the simple,

Suer. The statutes of the Lorp are right, rejoio-
ing the heart.

Scnoon.  The commandment of the Lorp ig pure,
enlighteniny the eyes,

Sver. The fear of the Lorp is clean, enduring
lomnl” ts of the I, t nd

Scnoon.  The Judgments of the “ORD are true a

S righteous altogether,

Surr, More to be desiret are they than gold, yea,
than much fine gold :

Scuoon.  Sweeter also than honey and the honey-
comb,

Buer, Moreover by them is thy servant warned 3
and in keeping of them there is great
reward.

Scnioon.  Who can understand hig errors ? cleanse
thou me from secret faults,

Sver, Keep back thy servant also fromgrcaump-
tuous sins ; let them not have lominion
over me:

BoHOOL.  Then shall T be upright, and I shall be in.

nocent from the great transgression,

~FOURTH QUARTER,

ALL, Let the words of my mouth, and the medj-
tation of my heart, be acceptable in (hy
sight, 0 Lorp, my strength, and my
redeemer,

111, Sineina,

1V, Tug Tax Cnnn.’dnnnnm, OR THE Arosyirs’ Crerp,

¥l PRAYER, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in concert,
. SinaiNg,

LESSON SERVICE,

L Cuass Sruoy op iy Lrssox,
11, SiNa@INe Lrssoy Hymy,
1L Reciramion op THE TiTLE, GoLpey Trxr, axp OuTuing
by the school in concert,
IV, Review axp APPLIOATION op THE Lesson by Pastor or

Buperintendont,
(Special lesson

V. SurrLEMEsTa in  the
here be introduced,)

Lussox,
Oburch Catechism may

VI ANNOUNGENENTY (especially of the Church service and
the Epworth {Awun and week-evening prayer
meetings,)

CLOsSING SERVICE,
L. Sivaina,
II. Resroxsive SENTENCRS, (Pga, 0.1
Surr, He that dwelleth in the
Most High ghal) abide
of the A mighty,
I will 8ay of the Lorp, He
and my fortregg ; my God
trust,

2)
'secmt place of the
under ‘the shadow
8cnoow, is my retuge
3 in him will 1

S S—
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[Dec. 2.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF JESUS.

LESSON iX.

THE RICH YOUNG RULER.

[(Dec. 2.

GOLDEN TEXT. Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the king-

dom of God !

AvTioRrIZED VERSION,

[Itead Matt. 10. 1 to 20, 16; Luke 17, 11 to
18, 14.]
| Conuanit to memory verses
23-20. |
16 And behold, one came and said unto
him, Good Master, what good thing shall
do, that I may have eternal life?

17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou
me good? there is none good but one, that is,
God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep
the commandments.

18 IHe saith unto him, Which? Je'sus said,
Thou shalt do no murder, Thou s
commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou
shalt not bear false witness,

19 Honor thy father and thy mother: and,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

20 The young man suilh unto him, All
these things have I kept from my youth up:
what lack I yet?

21 Je'sus said unto him, If thou wilt be
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven : and come and follow me.

22 But when the young man heard that
saying, he went away sorrowful : for he had
great possessions.

23 Then said Je'sus unto his disciples,
Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

924 And again I say unto you, It is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,
than for a rich man to enter into the king-
dom of God.

95 When his disciples heard it, they were
exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can
be saved?

26 But Je'sus beheld them, and said unto
them, With men this is impossible; but with

Matt. 19. 16-26.

Mark 10, 24,

LEVISED VERSION.
16 And behold, one came to him and said,
Master, what good thing shall 1 do, that |
17 may have eternal life? And he said unto
him, Why askest thou me concerning that
which is good? One there is who is good :
but if thou wouldest enter into life, keep
18 the commandments. Ile saith unto him,
Which? And Jesus said, Thou shalt not
kill, Thou shalt not commit adultery,
Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not hea
19 false witness, Honor thy father and thy
mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
20 bor as thyself. The young man saith
unto him, All these things have I ol-
21 served : what lack I yet? Jesus said unto
him, If thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell
that thou hast, and give to the poor, anl
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: anl
22 come, follow me. But when the young
man heard the saying, he went
sorrowful : for he was one that had great

away

possessions,

23 And Jesus said unto his disciples, Ver-
ily 1 say unto you, It is hard for a rich
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven

24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for
a camel to go through a needle’s eye, thin
for a rich man to enter into the kin

05 of God. And when the disciples heard it,
they were astonished adingly, saying,

26 Who then can be saved? And Jesus look-
ing upon them said to them, With men
this is impossible ; but with God all things

are possible,

God all things are possibie.

Time.—

arly in A, D. 80,

Home Readings.

. ‘The Rich Young Ruler. Matt. 19, 16-26,
T, The Commandments. Exod. 20. 1-17.

W, Neither poverty nor riche Prov. 30, 1-9,
Th. Leaving all. Mark 10. 23-31.

F. Following fully. Luke 9. 18-26.

S, Treasure in heaven, Matt, 6, 16-23,

8. Eternal life. 1John 5, 1-12.

Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 345.
Lord, I care not for riches,
Neither silver nor gold.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 155.

Oh, how happy are they,
Who the Saviour obey !
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Dee, 2.]

New Canadian Hymnai, No, 256,

I will sing You a song of that beautiful land,

The far away home of the soul,
QUESNTIONS I'OR § NIior SCHOLARS,
1. The Cost of Heavenly Ty asure, vy, 1

With whom haq Jesus been in discussion
ITeVIous to this scene?

Of what class was this “one” who came
Luke 18, 18,

Why did he use the word “goog™ when he
spoke to Jesus—*"Good Master

Why did Jesus answer as he did

What commandments did Jesys cite?

What is the number of the Jyst command
ment e mentioned

What being perfect 2

Can anyone render a perfec obedience to
the law?

with a question to Jesus?

did Jesus mean by

Was the Young man's answer, L thes
ete, true? Give g reason for youp answer,

What was the young ruler’s elaim ¥

What did Jesus lead him to see?

Did Jesus demand
of him?

an unreasonahle thing

Cin you mention any incident in the O]
Testament  whepe God that
haa?

demanded gy
a4 man
2. The Cost of Larthiy
Why is it that a
enter the kingdom of |
What makes j

T'reasure, v, o 26,
man shall hardly
en’?
more difficult for him to
cnter heaven than for a camel to go through
the eye of g needle?
What may Dhe

needle?

meant by the eve of g

What did Jesng teach as to the difference
divine ana
Judgment ?

hetween human standards of

’l‘l-m-hiugu of the Lesson,

1. Young manhood is impulsive and rest-

Impetuosity i at once an element of

rower and of we, . It is not in earth
to satisfy the Yearnings of g human soul,

2 Young
Youth the divine Command ;
reeds the divine guidance to give direction
10 his powers ; needs to live for others and
‘onsecrate himself to Christ,

manhood needs God's reg nt,
needs to obey

& The danger
love of the
earth and

of young manhood is the
world.  The treasures of the
the pleasures of the earth have
drawnp many young men away from Christ
ind the kingdom of heaven,
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QUESTIONS FOR lNTl‘Iﬂ.‘lEDl,\’l‘E
SCHOLARS,
L The Cogt of Heape uly Treasure, v, 16-L
What had Jesus done just previous to this
lesson ¥
To what place was he going?
Who came 1o him?
What was he seeking ¥
What thoughts e conveyed in
none good but one, that is, Gody
What was the character of the young man?
What had his education beep?
What stood hetween him and eternal life?
‘as he willing to give all he had (o pos-
sess it ?

“there is

ot the desive of this world's treas-
keep us from eternal life, eyep though
We never possess them ¥
2. The Coxt of Earthiy Treasure, v,
Will Christ he satisfied with oup
alone?

2396,

wealth

How can we know just what Christ w ishes
us imli\inln:ull,\' to do?

What will e the price of a life given over
to earthly enjoyments

How long will earthly pleasures last ?

Can they evep really satisfy v

Why does God sometimos ask hard things
of us?

What diq Christ say about riches?
EN TexT,

How did thig affect the disciples ?

How did the Jews regarq
perity

What are (he
riches?

How did Christ explain the difficulty 2

IHave you counted the cost of serving the
world?

How will seeking the
affect our earthly

Gorp-

worldly pros.

peculiar temptations of

heavenly
responsibilities

treasure

Practical Teachi;
Where in this lesson do we |
L. The value ang authority of the Ten
Commandments ¥
2. The danger of earthly treasures ¥
3. The unlimited power of God?

QUESNTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What rich man came to Jesus?
ruler of the Sunagogue,

What did he eaj) Jesu

What did he ask him

What did Jesus tel] him?

Whe gave us the commandments ?

A younn
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What does he tell us to do with them?
Keep them,

What did the young ruler think? 7That
he had always kept the commandments.

Do we keep the commandment “Thou shalt
do no murder” when we hate some one and
wish we might harm him?

What did Jesus see? That' the ruler
did not keep the commandment's in his heart.

What did Jesus prove to him? That he
loved money more than he loved God.

What did Jesus say about rich people?
That it was hard for them to enter heaven.

Why? Because they loved something more
than God.

What does Jesas ask of each one of us?
Our whole heart,

THE LESSON CATECIHISM.
(For the entire school.)
1. What did a young man ask Christ?
Houw to find cternal life.

[Dee. 2,

2. What did Jesus tell him to do? T
keep the commandments,

3. What did the young man say to this’
“All these have I kept.”

4, What did Jesus then command him?
To sell all and follow him.

5. Howdid he receive this? He went away
sad.

6. Who did Jesus say find it hard to enter
God's kingdom? Those who trust in riches,

7. What is the GoLpex Text? “Children,
how hard,” ete,

NEW CHUROH CATECHISM,

63. What is Christian baptism? Christian
baptism is baptism with water in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as tI
sign of purification from sin and of admission
into the Church, and the seal of the covenant

e

blessings.
Matthew 28 : 19,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,

BY REV. J. L.

HURLBUT, D.D,

Young Manhood.

I. Irs TraITs,

1. Impulsiveness.  “One came.” v. 16,
Came one running. Mark 10. 17,
To be sober-minded, Titus 6.

2, Aspiration. “Eternal life” v. 16,
Affection on things
Follow righteousness. 2 Tim. 2. 22,

3. Restlessness. “What lack 1?"
Not satisfied with silver. Eccle
Iirst the kingdom. Matt. G.

I1. Its NEEDS.

1. A Guide. “Good Master.” v. 16,
Thou art the guide. Jer, &
Follow thou me. John 21, 22

2. A Law. “Commandment v A
What doth the Lord require.

above., Col. 3. 2.

Mic, 6. 8.

Wherewithal. .. .cleanse his way. s,
119. 9.

3. A Purpose. “Be perfeet” v, 2
Unto a perfect man, Eph, 4. 13,
Be thou an example. 1 Tim, 4. 12,

111, Irs DuUTIES,

1. To Self. “Go and sell” v. 2
Let him deny himself. Matt,
Treasures in heaven. Matt., 6, 19, 20,

2. To Others. “Give” v, 21,

Ready to distribute, 1 Tim. 6, 17, 18,
Not grudgingly. 2 Cor. 9. 7.

3. To Christ. “Follow me.” v. 21,
Take up the Mark 10, 21,
One is your Mas Matt, 23. 8,

IXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

After our excellent lesson for last Sunday

which ended
Ephraim (

should interfere with what he recognized as the plans of Providence,

ing southwestward to Jerusalem, he went northward, and
ors. Then came what is called “The Perean Ministry,” which may

healing ten men that were lep

have lasted about six months, or may have been compressed into a few weeks,

extracted from the epistle of Paul to Titus, it may be
well again to call attention to the last journey of our Lord from Galilee to Jerusalem—a journey
at the cross, Speaking strictly, it began not in Galilee, but in the secluded town of
Judea), to which our Lord had retired lest the hubbub made by the raising of 1

of
arus
From Ephraim, instead of go-
we last saw him on the borders of Samari

In our Lord's i
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Perea was fertile and well populated,

tions, and with the added temptation of Wwealth, maintained an Irreproachable morg) characte

A. D, 30,
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The chronological arrangement of the wopds and deeds of
Jesus while Jjourneying southward through it is o perplexing problem,
the date of the present lesson the month of March, /
our lesson, but add little to Matthew’s account except that the young man in hig earnestne,
running and kneeled before Jesus (Mark), and that he was a “ ruler,” Probably of a loe
which of itself woulq indicate wealth and social position, even if we were not p
that he “had great Possessions” and “ was very rich"),

We may perhaps assume as
Mark and Luke both record the story of
S8 came
al £ynagogue
Cpeatedly assured
A young man w ho amid youth’s tempta-
T, and

who had lofty spiritual ambitions, and sufficient independence of character to greot with reverence g

rabbi whom it was now the fashion of the rulers to scorn—assurediy such g young man was
In our day moral *“conventions ” anq " proprieties  fence in the ** better cly
make it not nearly so easy for “n-uju-n-luhl«rpvnph- " to commit flagrant sin as jt w
our Lord, Evidently this young ruler had won re,

nary person,

Jesus,

1o ordi-
188, and
as in the days of

al moral victories before he came as an inquirer to

——

Verse 16. 5oy, “Look ! 1
to tell you an astonishing thing.”  Qpe, A
rich young ruler, Came,  Ran and kneelod
down before Jesus, What govd thing shall [
lo. Mere is the very marrow and gist of
the Hebrew religion, Human life wag re-
garded as made up of three classes of items—
inconsequential deeds, and hag

was quite within reach
tremendously  good deed
purchase salvation of the Most High,
the entirely new conceptions that
the world with the

am abont

zood  deeds,
deeds, and it to o
some  one and sp
Among
came into
teachings of the Lord
Jesus there was g new emphasis placed on
the doctrine that the moral character of gy
et depends on its motive, This young man's
creed was faulty. No one good deed e¢an
atone for sins, because God expects all deeds
to be good, It is not by doing, but by being,
that we have cternal life,
17. Why callest thou me
none good but one, that
strain on  the natural
phrase to understand it
Jesus did not think
he thought that
called good, It
o the language,
with

g00d? there is
is, God., 1t is q
meaning  of this
as implying that
himself good, or that
God only ought to he
is almost an equal strain
though more in harmony
current theology, to understand the
words as a direct challenge to the young man’'s
faith in our Lord's divinity, as if Jesus had
said, "You ecannot consistently call me good
inless you acknowledge my divine nature,”
But the trye reading is, “Why askest thou
e concerning the good?” We may reyer.
eutly conclude that our Lord had two closely
telated ul)jucm—ﬁrut, to force this young
man of independent action into independent
thought, and, secondly, to raise still higher
the idea of Himself, When oup Lord asked
the hostile Pharisees how David could can
bls son Lord, he was trying to rid them

of parrotlike repetitions, and to make them
reverently think; now in
lie deprecates oy the
young man
of almost everyhody

tenderer  mooi
lips of this earnest
that were on the lipsg
else, Master”
had come (o Mean no more than “he Hon-
orable Mry, So-and-so; anq Why callest thou
me good? might he interpreted 1o mean,
“Measure Your compliments, Keep  your
standards of honor and goodness high," But
what about the second clause of oup Lord's
reply? The Rey on changes this also: One
there iy who g good.  Jesus will not he
classed merely with other “good masters,”
Whatsoever goodness the youth has founq in
him is of God ; so titles of court ind con-
vention are quite out of place, So far had
God been pushed back in the common the-
ology of the Jews that (he rabbis had »
saying, “There jq nothing that is good hut
the Law.” If thou wilt ente rinto life, keep
the commandments, A
provocative of deep  thought,

18, 19. The young rulep inquired,
Which? As it it could not he possible that
Jesus would refer him back to the olq tables
of the law, Thou shalt, Our Lo d here groups
six commands which belong to the moral law
and are of permanent obligation, Five of
them are taken from the familar group of
the ten, the sixth js to be found in Ley, 19,
18, The written law, preserved to us in our
Bible, and the oral law, a mass of com-
ment and tradition from uncounted genep-
ations of scribes and teachers, when put to-
gether made such a mass of detailed instryc-
tion that it was generally admitted no man
perfectly could obey it. So it had become
important for Jews, whose eyes seldom saw
beyond the letter of the law, to ascertain
which of all the commandments were the es.
sential ones, and which might without deadly

words

“Good

second  statement
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peril be ignored. This question, in various
forms, was frequently discussed by rabbis.
20. All these things have 1 kept from
my youth up. This reply implied a conscious-
ness of general integrity which appears to
have been recognized by our Lord, who looked
on him and loved him (Mark 10, 21) ; but it
was combined with a low and merely legal
view of moral obligation, The question,
What lack I yet? may have been uttered in
the very spirit of P’havisaic seli-sufficiency
or we may take the pleasanter view of a
profound student of this gospel: “*Something
within him whispered that his keeping
the commandments was too easy a way ol
heaven ; something beyond this
: but after keeping them all he
to know what that something

getting to
Wi necessary
was at a lo
else could be.”
If thou wilt be perfect. “If thou wilt
lack nothing.” Go and scll that thou hast.
Your grear  possessions.” Thouw shalt
have heaven, 1t will not do
to say some have glibly said, that our
Lord s a Socialist—he was not in any
ordinary use of that phrase; or to teach,
with St. Francis of Assisi, that nakedness
and poverty are the fit conditions for per
focted Christian lives, Uniformly our Lord’s
conduct and teachings were inconsistent with
such doctrine. Nevertheless one truth bore
constantly on his mind—that no man could
at one time have earthly treasure and heav-
enly treasure. A man having great earthly
possessions, and holding them as “talents,”
as the good God's investments temporarily
mlllmml to him, is in the direct way to get
eat possessions” in heaven; but a man
\\'llll great possessions who feels that he pos-
sesses them, who reckons on worldly wealth
as his source of satisfaction, has no righ#,
according to our Lord’s teaching, to claim
treasure in heaven. There is no sin in hold-
ing and using what money we have: no man
can use money wisely who does not hold it
to some degree. But the sin is in a man's
feeling that his wealth is his own.
are grouped by our out-
line under the title, *The Cost of Heavenly
Treasure.,” Now let us prayerfully ask,
“What did our Lord define that cost to he?”
Ior this young man it was the sale of his
earthly treasure and the giving of it to those
that needed it most; for us all it is a sim-
ilar “dying to the world” and “living to God.”
1t is living in the world, but not of it; it is
having our conversation (citizenship) in

treasure in

These seven verse
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heaven., It is wise, as in another lesson we
learned, to make friends of the mammon of
unrighteousness ; but that can be done only
by using worldly wealth as we use overcoats
and winter wraps, ready to slip them off at
the proper moment. And so, in brief, the
cost of heavenly treasure is doing without
treasure in this world; not always doinz
without moncy, but always doing without
treasure; for our treasure is in heaven,

22. He went away sorrowcful. Sad to say,
his sorrow does not seem to have been of
that godly sort that worketh repentance; hut
it indicated a prolonged inward conflict he-
tween desire to follow Jesus and to retair
the great posscssions.

23. Veily I say unto you. A gathering
up of all the emphasis with which our Lol
could impel a truth. A rich man shall hard-
ly enter into the kingdom of heaven,  Mark,
who gives a more detailed account, adds that
% our Lord explained
that trusts in riches,
represents a great (il
stands fo
whether

in answer to his disciy
this to mean a man
The word “hardly
ficulty, The “kingdom of heaven™
the dominance of the heavenly idea,
in this world or in the world to come.

24. Again I say unto you. A still mor
stringent observation. It is casicr for «
camel to go through the eye of a needle, thay
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of
God. A proverbial saying, expressing, by a
figure easily comprehended, a difficulty that
could never be snrmounted by natural forces,
The needle represents the entrance into the
A camel can pass throngh

ise of mir

kingdom of God.

it only by the exe
on the camel, for God's gateway is essen-
tially unchangeable. So the rich man cu
pot possibly enter into the kingdom of God,
no rich man can, who has lived to amass,
and who is trusting in, his wealth, Never
theless, as our Lord proceeds to show, men o
whom God intrusts wealth are given an o]
portunity not only to enter the kingdom o
(iod, but to hecome tall saints therein; a
miraculons change is wrought not only in the
terms of salvation, but in the nature of the
man.

25. They were exceedingly amazed. Well
they might be. They had never heard of
that absurd explanation of modern times, that
the Needle’s Eye was the name of a gt
just large enough to admit a camel without
his load. They correctly understood our
Lord to be stating in straightforward lan-
guage an absolute impossibility, T eir can

culous power
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dor ig shown by their next question, Wi,
then can be saved? They begin to fear that
their own entrance into the kingdom of God
is imperiled, Not because any ol them wepe
wealthy, for a)) the intip
pel record
came dis

ions of the gos-
show that gt least after they be-
Yowere poor, hut because
(as the question shows) they we

* trusting in
their own riches, scanty as those riches were,
A man can go to eternal ruin by (pe worship
of half dollar as really ag by the worship
ol a million of dollars, l"lu'!lull‘nmrlu men
Lave been kept out of the kingdom of Gadl
by refusal to surrender to Goqd “posses;
of a sort not reducible to money valye,

26. Wi men. On the “humanp side," as
we sometimes SAYi as a matter of ordinary

83

fact, setting aside Supernatural power, It
is vontrary to nature (as uhsolulvly unnat-
ural as for a camel to go through g needle's
eye) for a yich man to hold hig treasure gy
belonging 1o God.  But wity God (who can
arvest and subvert ) forees of nature) qlf
things are possible, 1o wiy not save a few
rich favorit he will saye no oue, rich op
boor, who does not in the truest sense sup-
render his all,  Bug God “giver), more grace ;"
and as a matter of history pe has helpeq
men of “grent Dos

ssions” to holg them as
coming from him, and g¢ heing subject to
his order; o that they apre po longer ricn
men; they ape simply hanks in which God
keeps a ounts, and to which pe sends his
ts day by day,

CRITICAL AND H()A\"l.li'l'lc;\l. NOTES,

A SUGG IVE lh\('l\'(-lll)l'\l‘.

The incident immediately preceding  the
story of the lesson, so placed by an three of
the evangelists, is suggestive by way of con.
trast,  Little children—Luke calls them “jy-
fants”—had heen brought to Jesus with the
request that he woulq put his hands on them
and pray, Iig disciples rebuked those who
brought them ; hut Jesus said, “Suffer little
children, and forhiq them not, to come unto
we: for of such is the kingdom of heaven,”
And Mark and Luke add his words, “Whoso-
ever shall not recejye the kingdom of Gol
as a little child, he shall not enep therein,”
Directly following this touching and instruet.
ive incident came the young ruler to Jesus
with the question, “What £ood thing shal] |
do that I may have eternal life? We can-
not fail to see the contrast between the self-
conscious and the self-righteous Spirit of the
Young man and the simplicity of le little
children, "The words of Jesus spoken a little
while before to hig disciples would have been
afitting answer 1o the

ruler’s question, -
ept ye he converted, and hecome as little
children, ye shall not enter into the king-
dom of heayen” (Matt. 18, 3).

THE SAME QUESTION,
In the lesson of September 9 we had the
mostion he

e asked by the young ruler pro-
i to Jesus by a lawyer (Luke 10, 25).
While the question in hoth cases was the
sme, the spirit and burpose were very gif-
ferent, The lawyer asked the question for
the burpose of trying Jesus; but the young

ruler had pe sinister motive, e compar-
ison of the twe incidents jg instructive gy
showing Christ's method of dealing wity the
Wo men,  Both of them alike, because hotp
of them thought in common that eternal life
was the reward of Bood works, he referved (o
the law; ang each of them was brought at
ast to a requirement fop which, without a
ange of heart, he was incapable—he Inw-
Yer to recognize and love eyep a Samaritay,
and the rich ruler to sacrifice his wealth,
This rathep startling truth js brought out jp
hoth of these incidents, namely, that salva-
tion depends not upon the things which we
can do, but upon the things which we can-
not do.  “(io thoy and do likewige " Jesus
said to the lawyer after he had told him the
story of the good Samarij
a thing impossible fop him, “@o sell whatso-
ever thou hast ang distribute to the poor,” he
said to the Young man; but of such a self-
sacrifice he wag incapable, Sooner op later
i man comes upon Some moral demand in the
bresence of which he js impotent, When that
happens two things ought to be frankly pec.
ognized : that he cannot attain to eternal life
by gobd works, and, consequently, that he
needs a Saviour, Tt is the hundredtn thing
which a man cannot do that shows him that
e must have help, The mission of Jesus is
to enable us to do the impossible,

but that was

MORAL (‘OM!‘LA(‘EN('\'.
The fundamenta) defect in the young rul-
er's character was moral complacency, He
was a gool young man, and he knew ijt, But
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his conception of goodness was defective. Je-
sus intimated that when, in response to his
salutation, he said, “Why callest thou me
good? there is none good but one, that is,
God.”  His notion of goodness was the merely
conventional ; he had not risen to the notion
of holiness, Jesns therefore directed him to
the goodness of God, who charges his angels
with folly, and in whose sight the heavens
It was a case where a man's
to  his

are unclean,
very excellences hecame  a har
moral progress. Whenever a man begins to
say of himself, *I am good,” he makes it im-
possible for him to hecome hetter, The points
of departure from which the soul goes for-
ward to higher attainments are not the hours
of its most complacent satisfaction with its
own goodness, but the times when it is mosi
deeply humbled with the sense ol its unwor-
thiness and sin, stood at the
doors of new and higher life when he 3
“1 abhor repent in dust and
(Job

Job's feet

myseli, and
42, 6).

ashes”

BORN RICTL

This ruler had great riches. Being young,
it is quite certain that his wealth was in-
herited. He was born rich. There is a great
deal of peril in t A rich man's son finds
himself at the beginning in the midst of Jux-
ury. lle comes to regard luxuries as neces-
eary. Iis life has never heen disconnected
from them. A man who from poverty strug-
gles up to wealth is not likely to fee