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The Wise Men.

BY VERNON ) 3 SQUIRES,

A thought which each ¢

to let play

my mind, is of

away,

Star guided by nigh
d

hristmas I Jove
Thro’ three who rode far
t, faith guideq by,

ay,
In quest of the place where the Christ-
a;

child lay,

the power of Christ ?
Britain, America, with
all temples,
lifted to a new life, with philan
flowing back

Japan, to China, to India—thege
answer,

the power of

o, 12.7

T'en thousanad Sages have lived
then,

Great monarchs have

ers have taught

painters have painted,

tors have wrought,

boets have chanteq divine truths
to men;

Yet the three whom

" the wise men
Who Journeyed afar by
Star guided py night,

since

ruled, great teach-
Great great sculp-
Great

the world calls
are they

a devious way,
faith guided by

ay,
Til they knelt in the place where the
(‘hl'iﬁl-r-hlld lay,

The Power of the Living Cheist,

Steam {g g power that can he tested
and proved, so jg water, so ig electriclty.
a power just
surely—in fact, the greategt
Power among men to-day,
electricity have not caused as gregt
changes in material lite anq the meth-
0ds of business as  Jesus Chrigt hasg
caused in mental anq moral life, and ip
the methods of worship,  What about
the power of Confucius, Buddha, ang
Mahomet ? China, India, ang all Asia
With their sleepy, slow, no

N-progressive
Idolatrous, Superstitious systems anq
cults—these are the answer. What ahoyt

Europe, Germany,
idols cast ¢t of
With women and children
thropies
as life-giving streams to
are the

is the proof ofs
Chrlm.—(}uardlau.

Christendom
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thought ana efforc and prayer upon the

OUR PERIODICALS. .k
The best, the cheapest, the most entertaining lesson. But the greatest influence of pel
the most popular. p the teacher should be his or her strong th
orty €
Subscrip individual personality, the man or tb
ristian Guardian, weekly 810 woman behind the lesson. els
and Review, monthi H 1 We may be permitted a personal re- 1
e w'“l-nd Rloivile‘w, g ?g miniscence. One of the most potent, :’he:
e Wesleyan, Halifax, weekl: .. moulding influences on our own life was
s wa s ke ¥ Siples - 9% that of the late Robert Wilkes, M.P., for —_
6 copies and upwards . 050 many years our devoted Sunday-school 90
""‘;’:&:‘;’%‘&%‘;“""""‘Y""‘“"“P"' - 0%  teacher and clac»-leader. We remem- ﬁoo'
Over 20 copies ‘024 ber to chis day much of his teaching, but (t‘os‘
Sunm.p{onn htl);;le-'-hml copi g{g more of it we have forgotten; but one Sl":“_
Happy D:{:I.«;lru:llshlly 01¢ thing we shall never forget—his intense lf((;u
copies and uj wards 012 moral earnestness, the manner in which She
ook, 907 he was wont to plead with his class, ou‘rn
Berean Senior Quarterly . 02 sometimes with tears, to surrender Savi
Bemnlf-vues.l‘odoc‘:we- "@T?""l‘«i) = .. 580 themselves to the Great Teacher. fied ‘
quln:r e SO TP 50 Mr. Wilkes was at that time, as dur
Quarterly Review Service. By the year, 24 cents ing all his life, a very busy man. He
adozen; §2 per 100. Per quarter, 6 cents a was travelliug almost constantly. He
dosea i per 100, 080 jearned the lesson by heart and rumin- M
Twe Asove PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE a 2 €
WILLIAM BRIGGS, ated upon it while waiting for railway
Methodist Book and Publishing House, trains, in crowded stations, and upon the
C. W. Coares, Torowro, 8. F. Humsts, train. He came to the class surcharged,
2176 St. Catherine St., Meth. Book Room,  inspired with the truths which he had so Thi
Montreal, Que. Halifax, N.8. incorporated into his very being. He the
5 was like an electric battery giving out grami
y mental shocks that stirred every heart Y
Sundap School Banner, HiE.ine. No m
But above and beyond this was his per- ks
W. H. WITHROW, D.D., EDITOR. sonal interest in each scholar. If any volum
of us were absent from class or Sunday- odism,
TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1900. school, we were sure of a visit on Satur- many |
e = —————————— day night, if not before, from this busy Th
man. He selected books for our read- ¢ is
The Man Behind the Book. ing, gave wise counsels for our conduct, \(I) hh‘-"I
— he surrennded our lives with loving in- ,‘”e_[ 0¢
While teaching a class in a layge and  terest aud exercised a spell of power «luinere‘
successful Sunday-school lately, we were OVer oflll;l:Vh(l))le ‘heart] and t:lhlld. te}:()\‘““ full as"t
ran i one o e best and most devoted Sun- 2
more than ever impressed with the day-school teachers we ever knew. This "j(n p
shortness of the time allowed for the pusy commercial traveller acquired a part in
great result at which we aim. Not working acquaintance with both Greek :I':frl?l)se
move than three-quarters of an hour s  and Hf;‘brE(;N ;]hat hel millltﬂ-Gﬂzle ""”;'1' (‘“‘;": ‘tl]
. comprehend the oracles o od, as he .
;l:let l:,?,s(-?b;e;im;t !uT;he ;lass. and 11hls sained a familiar acquaintance with ill:d ins
eek. e time seemed t0  French and German for business pur- ,;""5 C
pass before we knew it, poses, o .he &
While deep and strong impressions All teachers cannot do just as Robert ,,,":Z' u
may be made in this time, it requires Wilkes did; but all may be animated by trend A
concentrated thought and intense energy. the same love and zeal. They can show be ruﬁ“
It does not take long for the weight of a personal interest in their scholars, in -“"if’ncey
a pile-driver to drop upon a pile and their home ‘ife, in their daily toil, In \ 1 .l‘
drive it many feet, perchance, into the their hopes and ambitions. Thus they “l;'e .la({
earth, It does take a good deal of time can grapple them to their hearts W ith \\-,."e‘qm
to overcome the inertia of a huge mass hooks of steel. A call from the teacher ('pi‘,e(‘l t]
and raise it to the top of a beam. Now, at the home will do more to gain an in- the re ‘:,tl
we cannot drop down on our class like fluence over the life than a year's ab- We : X
the weight of a pile-driver, but we can stract and impersonal teaching. Per- to aid 4
give force and emphasis to our teaching haps, better still, will be iaviting the the Etill[m
by due preparation and concentration of scholars to one’s own home, but the sep- beriodical
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arate and individual influence of the
bersonal visit is even more potent than
the diffused ang divided influence in the
class or social meeting,

The important thing is to come into
personal relations, into close grips, with
the individuai soul. ‘This jg especially
true in the revival for whic we are
looking, hoping, praying, and which, in
800d part, has already come, With the
closing Sundays of thig wonderful cen-
tury, we should ajj seek a fullep con-
Secration to thig grandest of service, a
richer anointing from on high, and a
sacred resolve by God’s grace to bring
our scholars to the loving heart of the
Sa\‘lou., a holy burpose not to he satis-
fied till each one is converted to Ged.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for 1901.

This Magazine and Review will begin
the new century with the best pro-
Bramme of contents jt has ever Presented,
No magazine ever published in Canada
has reached like this jtg fifty-second
volume, The leading writers of Meth-
odism, both at home anq abroad, ang
many others, wil] contribute to jtg pages,

This Magazine will specially endeavour
to help the 8reat Forward Movement of
Methodism, the religious and mission-
ary revival for whijch our church ig go
carnestly hoping anq praying,

tome visitor—a bright, cheery, inspiring
and instructive guest in the Methodist
homes of thjg Dominion,

The department of the World'g Pro-
gress, treating the stirring eventg of the
times, religious and mlssinnar,\'. and the
trend of religious thought anq work, will
be fully treated, ang the progress of
science,

A lady correspondent of literary cyl-
ture ang refinement in the United States

the reading of ten of the foremost,

We ask the co-operation of our friends
o aid yg by counsel and suggestion in
the sti]] further improvement of this
beriodical, Our great dependence is, of

course, upon the ministers, who are its
authorized and official agents,

To aid them in the vigorous

i and December
numbers will pe given free to new sub-
A liberal scale of premiums
at nominal cost wi) be offered,

SPECIAL Oppgg T0 ScHooLs,

A special reduction is given to schools
taking copies of this Magazine for ciren-
lation in theip libraries, Two or more
copies so taken will be furnished for
$1.60 each, This includes the November
and December numbers free to new sub-
scribers—fourteen numbers for $1.60, or
about 1114 Cents per number of ninety-
six closely printed, well-illustrateqd pages,
Many schools have taken this periodical
for several years, some in quantities ag

large as ten op more copies, They have
found it more interesting, instructive,
up-to-date, anq economical thap any

Cther way of burchasing good literature,
PrEMIUNS,

Subscribers go desiring may secure
copies of Withrow's * Barbara Heck,”
* Neville Trueman,” « Lawrence Tem-
ple,” op “ Valeria,” at 3¢ cents each,
post free; regular price, 75 cents,

Fifteen-Dollar Premium,

To the person who secures the largest
number of new subscribers to The Meth-
odist Magazine and Review for 1901, that
number not to pe less than six, the Bdl-
tor will present a fine morocco bounad,
full gilt €opy of “The People’s Biple
History,” This is a sumptuous book of
1,300 quarto pages, 200 engravings, many
of them full-page, bound in morocco, and
full gilt, in case, price, $15,00,

It containg g twenty-six page article
by the Jat,

by Dr, Gunsaulus, pp,
Gregory,
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Lorimer, and other writers of foremost
rank. This book forms such an appara-
tus for the study of the Scriptures as
cannot elsewhere be found,

The months of November and Decem-
ber are the best months for the canvass.
The Magazine for these months will be
given free to new subscribers.

Lesson Helps for 1901,

The testimony of experienced teachers
is that no help is more valuable for the
study of the life of our Lord than a
Harmony of the Gospels. The advan-
tages of such a Harmony, or Mono-
tessaron, will be shown by the follow-
ing extracts from an article by Prof.
Amos R. Wells, in The Sunday-school
Times :

“ Far above concordance, Bible index,
Bible dictionary, I count the mono-
tessaron the very best help to Bible
study. The monotessaron, it might be
parenthetically remarked for the benefit
of the lexicon-lazy tolk, is a harmony of
the four gospels, so arranged as to make
one continuous and complete story, in
Scripture words alone, Speaking for
one, I may say that through recent first
acquaintance with a monotessaron, that
Matchless Life has shone upon me with
an entire splendour of beauty and ma-
jesty before unimagined.”

There are several harmonies from $1.00
to $1.50, but the general testimony is
that none surpass iu fulness and ac-
curacy that published by the Editor of
The Banner, new edition, with map and
geography of Palestine, by Prof. Hamil.
For sale at Methodist Book Rooms, To-
ronto, Montreal, and Halifax. Price, 50
cents,

Teachers willing to accept agency for
schools will please communicate directly
with the Rev. Dr, Withrow, Toronto.

The Chapel of the Nativity.

(See Frontispiece.)

—_—

This is found in the Church of St.
Mary, as it is called, at Bethlehem. It
is owned jointly by the Greeks, Latins,
and Armenians. It is supposed by some

to be the church erected by Constautine
in A.D. 330. If this be true, it is prob-
ably the oldest building in the world
erected by a Christian church. The floor
is paved with stone, and the walls are
plain. Passing through the church, you
descend thirteen steps to the crypt and
you are in the Chapel of the Nativity,
a cavern in the rock, the floors and walls
of which are paved and lined with beau-
tiful marble. It is about ten feet high,
twelve feet wide, and nearly forty feet
from east to west. It is lighted by
thirty-two beautifu’ lamps, which are
continually burning. Tradition has long
held this as the birthplace of the infant
Christ. To the left is an altar, under
which, in a recess, is a silver star (as
seen in our picture) in the marble pave-
ment, with this inscription: * Hic de
Virgine Maria Jesus Christus natus est,”
“ Here Jesus Christ was born of the
Virgin Mary.” About the recess hang
fifteen lamps, owned and kept burning
by the Greeks, Latins, and Armenians.
This is supposed to mark the spot of the
birth of Jesus. To the right you de-

scend a few steps to the Chapel of the'

Manger, where Jesus was laid.

“We were kindly shown through all
the portions of the church, and with
tender thoughts looked again and again
upon these narrow walls, which once held
a young mother joyful at the birth of
the long-promised Messiah. While the
shepherds told the story of his birth,
and the Magi went to their own land to
relate the wonderful tidings, Mary, of
royal womanhood, ‘ kept all these things,
and pondered them in her heart.” She
had a deeper sorrow; she experienced a
higher joy and honour; she knew the
secret of the Lord, but turned her loving,
calm eyes on her infant child and wor-
shipped God, and thought upon his mercy
to the world and to his hand-maiden.
Oh, happy, blessed family, crowded from
the inn to teach the world a lesson of
loving humility to the end of time!”

We printed last year in The Banner a
number of excellent selections of music.
These we find were very highly appre-
ciated. We print another one in this
number, and shall, from time to time, as
we find first-class musie, present it for
the benefit of our readers. Nothing will
be more helpful in the revival which is
already upon us than a choice gelection
of spiritual songs.

Me
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Christmas Hymn,
BY JOHN MILTON,
This is the month and this the happy
morn,
Wherein the Son of heaven's eternal
King,

Of wedded maiqd and virgin mother born,

Our greai redemption from above did
bring;

For 80 the holy sages once did sing,

That he our deadly forfeit should release,

And with his Father work us a perpetual
Deace,

Nor war nor battle’s sound

Was heard the world around;

The idle spear and shield were high up

hung,

The hooked chariot stood

Unstained wicn hostile blood,

The trumpet Spake not to the armed
throng,

And kings sat still with awfyl eye,

As if they surely knew their Sov'reign
Lord was by.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for November,

NOVEMBER AND DE( EMBER NUMBERS FREE 10
NEW SUBSCRIBERS

Among the well-illustrated articles in
this number are, “Cuba—Her Need and
Condition,” Wyckoff's ‘Workers,"” an
eloquent paper on “ Oxford Under Two
Queens,” by W. Morley Punshon, “The
Passion Play,” “The Parig Exposition,”
by the Editor, John Wesley,” with the
famous Romney portrait, a character-
sketch of Mrs, A. E. Barr, anq others,
The account of New Ontario, with its

" Life in a Convent is a strik-
ing narrative, Two strongly-written
Canadian storjeg are ulso given,

The announcement for 1901 is of special
attractiveness, The November and De-
cember numbers will be given free to
lew subscribers,

Toronto ; William Briggs,
C. W. Coates, Halifax :

Montreal :
S. F. Huestis,

$2.00 a year; $1.00 for six months,

The Greatest Need,

The Sunday-school Journal says :

In response to the Question, What ig
the greatest neeq of the Sunday-school at
the present time, and how can it be met?
We have replies from a number of lead-
ers in Sunday-school work.

The Rev, C, R, Blackall, D.p,, editor
of the periodicalg of the American Bap-
tist Society, emphasizes the need of thor-
ough preparation on  the part of the
tenchers‘ He says :

“In my judgment the greatest need
in Sunday-school work at the present
time is more thorough Preparation of
teachers upon the best educationa) lines,
Not that there should be less spirituality
or less consecration, but g clearer per-
ceptiocn of ijts character and obligations,
and greater capacity for true teaching,
There might we | be fewer teachers and
larger classes than are generally found
in  the Sunday-school, teachers
should be chogen for their aptness to
teach, theip knowledge of what is to be
taught, and theijr fidelity to Christian
brinciple.  Normal or institute training,
added to individua] effort, form the only
means of such thorough bPreparation ag
the work requires,”

The Rev. Dr, Charles 8, Albert, editor
of The Augsburg Sun(lay-scbool Teacher,
also points particularly to the teacher

well equipped, In hig opinion,

“The greatest need in Sunday-school
work at the bresent time ig capable
Christian teachers apt to teach anq
equipped to teach, The need will be
met when teachers have strong spiritual
life themselves, know the doctrines of
the church, are instructed in pedagogie
aws, become acquainted with their text-

book, the Bible, thoroughly, They
should know child-nature ang how to
deal with it, Teacher training and nor-

mal instruction are means to this end.”
The Rev, W, H. Withrow, D.D., refers
likewise to the condition of the teachers,
He thus presents his view :
“The greatest need of Sunday-school

work at the present time, in my judg-
ment, is consecrated teachers; teachers
filled with the love of God ang of his

word and of the souls committed to thetr
care.  Next in importance, [ Judge, is
an intelligent conception and deep con-
viction of the spiritual teachings of the
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word of God, an aptness in fixing these
in the hearts and minds of the scholars,
not so much by direct instruction as by
judicious questioning, educing from the
consciousness of the scholar correct ap-
prehensions of divine truth. These re-
sults can only be secured by much
prayer, earnest faith, patient study of
the word, and the illumination of the
divine Spirit.”

Very similar is the judgment of the
Rev. M, C. Hazard, Ph.D., the editor of
The Pilgrim Teacher, as will be seen
when he tells us :

“The greatest need now and always is
a consecrated and trained corps pf teach-
ers, Given that in a school there will
be both conversions and development in
the Christian life. While one system
of lessons may be superior to another,
vet good teachers will make the poorest
selection the most effective, It is well
to have a good gun, but the good gun in
the hands of a poor marksman is quite
ineffective, Those schools who are try-
ing different systems of lessons will do
better by increasing their teaching
efficiency. Hence each school should
have a teachers’ training class.”

So it would seem that the greatest need
is not finer rooms, nor more entertaln-
ments, nor a new piano or a larger or-
chestra, or a good many other desirable
things, but more consecrated and better
trained teachers. Jiven devoted, 1In-
formed, and skilled teachers, and we
ought to have successful schools.

Christmas Number of Onward.

The Christmas double number of On-
ward last year was very highly appre-
ciated by our schools. This costs us more
than double the expense of our ordinary
issue, but so warm was the welcome it
received that we are determined if pos-
sible to surpass it in our double Christ-
mas issue of the present year, that for
December 8. This will be a large six-
teen-page paper, full of Christmas
stories, pictures, and poems, and will be,
we believe, the most attractive number
of Onward we have ever issued. Tt will
be furnished in any quantity at the rate
of $1.00 per hundred. Every scholar in
our schools should have a copy. Send
in your orders at once that you may
gecure this Christmas souvenir which we
ofter at far below cost.

How the Pastor Can Help the Home
Department.

If it is to be a great aid to him, he
must be a great aid to it, Its success
will largely depend upon his attitude to-
ward it. What can he do for it ?

1. He can introduce it, He should not
wait for the superintendent of the Sun-
day-school to move in the matter, but
should urge its adoption himself. He
can enlist the pastors of the other
churches in the werk, so that the canvass
will be in the interest of all, and thus
good understanding and fellowship be
promoted.

2. He can commend it. He can re-
cognize it as a worthy department of
church work. He can notice it from the
pulpit, commending it to all. He can
preach upon the value of Bible study,
emphasizing the opportunity which the
Home Department gives to carry on such
study at home in connection with the
Bunday-school and by the aid of the ex-
cellent helps which are furnished. He
can speak of it in his pastoral visits, es-
pecially recommending it to business
men, to the aged, the infirm, the invalids,
the mothers, servants, nurses, etc.

3. He can recognize it. He can re-
cognize it by making mention of it in
public prayer, just as he does any other
activity of the church. He can preach
special sermons, to which its members
shall be invited.

4. He can cheer its workers. He can
let the visitors see that he values their
work. ~He can tell them of the good
words which he hears, of the encourage-
ment which the Department has been to
invalids and others, of the velue it is to
him in his labours, of the reclamation
of backsliders, etc.

5. He can identify himself with it. He
can meet with the superintendent and
visitors of the Home Department in their
quarterly meetings, that he may there
learn all that they are doing and make
further suggestions to enlarge their work
and make it more fruitful. In this con-
ference he will hear many things which
will be simply invaluable to him, and
will be able to push the work forward
to greater usefulness. Not to make use
of this effective agency is simply to make
a great blunder.—M. C. Hazard, Ph.D.
in Home Classes, or, the Home Depart-
ment,

day
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Christendom’s Hymn to Chyist,

Christmas
carols in the streets of Eisenach, and in

on “The Morning of Christ’s Nativity,”
Brownlng has enriched English
literature with her song of the “ Virgin
Mother to the Chilg Jesus.” The many
holiday books at this season give us
many rare and exquisite selections from
the poets of Christendom on the birth-
day of Christ, The Latin hymn, the
* Adeste Fideles,” s a hymn of triumpn,
Dr, Sears’ wonderful hymn, “It Came
upon the Midnight Clear,” is a revelation
of the human heart’s hope and bewilder-
ment in the midst of life's burdens. But
was anything ever written more full of
childhood’s spirit at this happy season
than the * Child’s Hymn to Christ,” by
Turner Palgrave ?

“Thou that once on mother’s knee
Wert a little one like me,
When I wake or 80 to bed,
Lay thy hands about my head;
Let me feel thee very near,
Jesus Christ, our Saviour dear,

“ Be beside me in the light,
Close by me through all the night;
Make me gentle, kind, and true—
Do what mother bids me do;
Help and cheer me when I fret,
And forgive when I forget.

“Once wert thou in cradle laid—
Baby bright in manger shade,
With the oxen and the cows,

And the lambs outside the house,
Now thou art above the sky;
Canst thou hear thy echildren cry ?

“Thou art nearer when we pray,
Since thou art so far away;
Thou my little hymn wilt hear,
Jesus Christ, our Saviour dear,
Thou that once on mother’s knee,
Wert a little one like me !”

Love is the Fulfilling of the Law.,

For God's sake, if it be possible to
avoid it, let us not provoke one another
to wrath, Let us not kindle in each
Other thig fire of hell; much less blow it
Up into a flame, |t we could discern
truth by that dreadful light, would it

not be loss rather than gain ? For how
far ig love, even with many wrong
opinions, to be preferred before truth ijt-
self without love! We may die without
the knowledg of many truths, and yet
be carried ino Abraham's bosom, But
if we die without love, what will know-
ledge avail 2  Jyst 4s much as it availg
the devil and his angels !

The God of love forbid we should ever
make the trial ! May he prepare us for
the knowledge of all truth by filling our
hearts with al] his love, and with all joy
and peace in believing '—John Wesiey,

Book Notices,

BEACON LIGHTS OF THE REFOR-
MATION. By W. H Withrow. Meth-
odist Book Rooms, Toronto, Montreal,
and Halifax, Pp. 304, with 70 illustra-
tions, Price, $1.00. Usual discount to
schools,

This book has not heretofore been ob-
tainable except with sets of the Epworth
League Reading Course for 1898-1899. It
may now be procured singly, printed on
superior paper, with special binding,

Of this book The Epworth Herald, Chi-
cago, says: *“Dr, Withrow’s name is
known and honoured among the readers
of The Herald, and his book has found
its way to our book-table, He writes
of old and honoured rriends—\\'ycnfle.
Huss, Jerome, Savonarola,  Luther,
Zwingle, Calvin, Coligny, Tyndale, Knox,
Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley. Dr. Withrow
reviews these noble histories with the
touch of one who loves, The chapters
are more than readable—they are de-
lightful throughout.”

MAKERS OF METHODISM, Methodist
Book Rooms, Toronto, Montreal, and
Halifax. Pp. 307. With 38 engravings,
Price, $1.00.  Usual discount to schools,

“1It is as fascinating as a romance,”—
Rev. Dr, Wallace, Victoria University,

“It is history vitalized.”—Rev. Dr,
Shaw, Principal Wesleyan Theological
College, Montreal,

“*‘The Makers of Methodism * ig pe-
culiarly adapted to all the young people
of Methodism.”"—Rev. Dr, Potts,

“‘Makers of Methodism,” by W, H.
Withrow, is a bright and graphic ac-
count of the lives of the Wesleys and
their fellow-helpers, the men and women
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who, in the providence of God, changed
the moral aspect of Great Britain, lifted
up the fallen from a condition little bet-
ter than that of beasts to the dignity of
men and the fellowship of saints, and
mmpressed upon the age, both in the Old
World and in the New, the stamp of a
higher Christian civilization. = Wonder-
ful narratives of surpassing faith and
love, they hold the reader spellbound,
whether read for the first time or the
thousandth, The volume is fully illus-
trated by portraits of the heroes of Meth-
odism and views of the places which
they have nade for ever memorable by
their noble words and works."—New
York Christian Advocate.

Dr, Withrow's stories of Canadian
Methodist life, BARBARA HECK, LAW-
RENCE TEMPLE, and NEVILLE TRUE-
MAN, with numerous illustrations, are
specially suited for schools and family
reading. Price, 75 cents each.

VALERIA, A Story of the Catacombs,
recounts the trials and triumphs of
Christianity in the heroic days of per-
secution. The teachings of the cata-
combs give a vivid insight into early
Christian life and character, Well illus-
trated. Price, 756 cents.

These books can be procured from the
Methodist Book Rooms, Toronto, Mont-
real, and Halifax, at the above rates,
with the usual discount to schools, or
may be ordered at any book store in the
Dominion. Persons willing to accept
agency for their sale will receive very
liberal discount, A specimen copy for-
warded on application. Please com-
municate directly with the Rev. Dr.
Withrow, Methodist Publishing House,
Toronto.

“ Bible School of Pedagogy. Outlines
for Normal Classes.” By A. H. McKin-
ney, Ph.D. With an introduction by
Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. Cincinnati:
Jennings & Pye. Toronto: William
Briggs. Pp. 78. Price, cloth, 40 cents;
paper, 25 cents.

The special need of the Sunday-school
of the twentieth century, it is said, is
trained teaching, In many places in-
stitutes and training schools are furnish-
ing this, but many persons are beyond
the reach of these. This book brings

the institute to their door. We can think
of few more helpful things to a Sunday-
school than the study of this book by
the teachers, and discussion of its themes
and methods in the teachers’ meeting.
It includes a brief outline on human na-
ture and psychology, chapters on the
classification of pupils, on the different
grades of scholars, including the “ bad
boy,” on review, how to study the les-
son, school discipline, and the like.

“The Isle of Unrest.” By Henry
Seton Merriman, Author of “The

Sowers,” *“With Edged Tools,” *“In
Kedar's Tents,” etc. Toronto : William
Briggs, Pp. 344.

This is No. 401 of Macmillan’s Colonial
Library., The “Isle of Unrest” is the
rugged island of Corsica, the birthplace
of the arch despot of Europe, Napoleon,
and, according to one tradition, of the
world's greatest sailor, Christopher Col-
umbus, In Corsica the vendetta still
survives as perhaps in no place else in
Europe. The picture of the fierce, law-
less people, their passionate patriotism,
and the complications following the fall
of Napoleon III. after the battle of Sedan,
give a remarkable insight into some of
the most stirring events of recent times.
The motif of the tale is the fine old senti-
ment of Lovelace's, “I could not love
thee, dear, so much, loved I not honour
more.”” The book is very admirably
illustrated.

“ New Fables for Boys and Girls.” By
William J. Forster. Author of “ There
and Back,” *‘“Some English Rivers”
“Scenes from the Wonderful Life,” ete.
London : Chas. H. Kelly. Toronto:
William Briggs. Pp. 96.

Mr. Forster is a past-master in the art
of writing for young people. These
fables exhibit the humour and wisdom
of old Aesop combined with a religious
teaching which that shrewd old pagan
did not possess,

“Ilustrative Notes. A Guide to the
Study of the International Sunday-school
Lessons.”  With Original and Selected
Comments, Methods of Teaching, Illus-
trative Stories, Practical Applications,
Notes on Eastern Life, Library Refer-
ences, Maps, Tables, Pictures, Diagrams.
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By the Rev, T,
LL.D., and R, R, Dohert,
cinnatj ; Jennings & Pye.  Toronto :
William Briggs. Pp. 392, Price, $1.25,

This book seems to improve year after

B. Neely, on,
Y, Ph.D.  Cin-

year. The main part of the work, as
hitherto, hasg been done by pp, R. R,
Doherty, He has calleq to his ald such

Special students ag Professor Buell, Dr,
Moulton, President Gobin, Dr, Hurlbut,
and many others, Every department of
sacred literature hag been diligently can-

e —
—_—

Lessons and Golden Texts,—

L. Oct. 7,—Jrsus Dixing WITH A -14,

P . 22-42,)
himself shall
lthnl lhulnblebh himself shall be
4. 1

e .

II. Oct. 14, —PARABLE op THE GREAT BuppRR, Luke 14, 15.

Commit v, 21-24, (Read Matt, 22, 1-14.)
GOLDEN Texr: Come; for all things are now
ready, Luke 14, 17,

IIL Oct, 21.—Tuk Losr SHEEP AND Losr CoN,  Luke 15,
1-10. Commit v, 47 (Read Luke 14, 25 85.)
GOLDEN TEXT : There i8 joy in the presence of
the angels of God Over one sinner that repenteth,

6. 10,

GOLDEN Taxr ; Whosoever exalteth
abased ; and he
Xalted.  Luke

ul
IV. Oct. 28,—Tux Propigar, SoN. Luke 16,
v. 20-24,

11-24, Commit
(Read Luke 16.) GoLpeN Texy : I will
18,

cann 3
V1. Nov, 11,—Tug Riou Max AND LAZARUS, Luke 16, 1
Commit v. 1922, (Read Luke 16,19 to 17, 10,
GOLDEN TrxT: Lay up for Yourselves treasures in
heaven. Matt. 6. 20,
VIL Nov. 18.—Tuk Tex Lerris CLraNsED, Luke 17, 11-19,
Commitv, 17-19. (Read for connection, John 11.)
GoLpeN Texr : Be ye thanktul, Col, 8. 15,

ix

vassed, and latest contributio
study examineq with
obtain the best material for the illustra-
tion of the lessons, During the first
half of the year they are on the life of
our Lord, anq for the Second half upon
Old Testament characters, The book is
VEry copiously illustrateq, and has nu-
nerous maps ang diagrams, How such
a work of nearly 400 octave pages can
be furnisheq for the price, can only be
explained by its ve

ns to Bible
care in order to

ry large sale,

Studies in the Life of Jesus.

VIIL. Nov,

IX. Dec. 2.—Tug Ricn Youxa RuLEr, Matt, 19, 16-28,
Commit v, 23-26. (Read Matt. 19. 1to 20, 16 ;
Luke 17, 11 to 18, 14.) GoLokN Texr: Children,
how hard is it for them that trust in ric
enter into the kingdom of God !
. —BARTIMEDS Hravkp, Mark 10,
0. 60-62, (Read Mark 10. 82.52.) Goupex Taxr :
g.aul, at Imight receive my sight. Mark 10,
1

X1 Dec, 16.—Zaccirvs ug PUBLICAN, Luke 19, 1-10.
Commit v, §.10, GOLORN Tmxr: The Son of man
is come to seek and to save that which was lost,
Luke 19, 10,

XIl. Dec, 23.—Panapue OF THE PoUNns. Luke 19, 11-27,
Commit v, 26, 97, (Read Matt, 25, 14-30,) Gorpex
TEXT : Ever, shall give account of

i o God 3

XIIL Dee, 30—Rnvigw,

GOLDEN TrXT: Thoy Crownest
the year with thy . 11,

goodness. Pga, @5,

i —————

ORDER OF SERVICES,

OPENING BERVICE,

1. Siuexcs,
IL. REsPONSIVE SENTENORS, Psa, 19, 714,)

Surr, The law of the Lorp i8 perfeot, converting
the soul :

Souoow.  The testimony of the Lorp is sure, making
wise the simple,

Suer. The statutes of the Lorp are right, rejoio-
ing the heart.

Scnoon.  The commandment of the Lorp ig pure,
enlighteniny the eyes,

Sver. The fear of the Lorp is clean, enduring
lomnl” ts of the I, t nd

Scnoon.  The Judgments of the “ORD are true a

S righteous altogether,

Surr, More to be desiret are they than gold, yea,
than much fine gold :

Scuoon.  Sweeter also than honey and the honey-
comb,

Buer, Moreover by them is thy servant warned 3
and in keeping of them there is great
reward.

Scnioon.  Who can understand hig errors ? cleanse
thou me from secret faults,

Sver, Keep back thy servant also fromgrcaump-
tuous sins ; let them not have lominion
over me:

BoHOOL.  Then shall T be upright, and I shall be in.

nocent from the great transgression,

~FOURTH QUARTER,

ALL, Let the words of my mouth, and the medj-
tation of my heart, be acceptable in (hy
sight, 0 Lorp, my strength, and my
redeemer,

111, Sineina,

1V, Tug Tax Cnnn.’dnnnnm, OR THE Arosyirs’ Crerp,

¥l PRAYER, followed by the Lord’s Prayer in concert,
. SinaiNg,

LESSON SERVICE,

L Cuass Sruoy op iy Lrssox,
11, SiNa@INe Lrssoy Hymy,
1L Reciramion op THE TiTLE, GoLpey Trxr, axp OuTuing
by the school in concert,
IV, Review axp APPLIOATION op THE Lesson by Pastor or

Buperintendont,
(Special lesson

V. SurrLEMEsTa in  the
here be introduced,)

Lussox,
Oburch Catechism may

VI ANNOUNGENENTY (especially of the Church service and
the Epworth {Awun and week-evening prayer
meetings,)

CLOsSING SERVICE,
L. Sivaina,
II. Resroxsive SENTENCRS, (Pga, 0.1
Surr, He that dwelleth in the
Most High ghal) abide
of the A mighty,
I will 8ay of the Lorp, He
and my fortregg ; my God
trust,

2)
'secmt place of the
under ‘the shadow
8cnoow, is my retuge
3 in him will 1

S S—
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[Dec. 2.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF JESUS.

LESSON iX.

THE RICH YOUNG RULER.

[(Dec. 2.

GOLDEN TEXT. Children, how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the king-

dom of God !

AvTioRrIZED VERSION,

[Itead Matt. 10. 1 to 20, 16; Luke 17, 11 to
18, 14.]
| Conuanit to memory verses
23-20. |
16 And behold, one came and said unto
him, Good Master, what good thing shall
do, that I may have eternal life?

17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou
me good? there is none good but one, that is,
God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep
the commandments.

18 IHe saith unto him, Which? Je'sus said,
Thou shalt do no murder, Thou s
commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou
shalt not bear false witness,

19 Honor thy father and thy mother: and,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

20 The young man suilh unto him, All
these things have I kept from my youth up:
what lack I yet?

21 Je'sus said unto him, If thou wilt be
perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven : and come and follow me.

22 But when the young man heard that
saying, he went away sorrowful : for he had
great possessions.

23 Then said Je'sus unto his disciples,
Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall
hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.

924 And again I say unto you, It is easier
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,
than for a rich man to enter into the king-
dom of God.

95 When his disciples heard it, they were
exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can
be saved?

26 But Je'sus beheld them, and said unto
them, With men this is impossible; but with

Matt. 19. 16-26.

Mark 10, 24,

LEVISED VERSION.
16 And behold, one came to him and said,
Master, what good thing shall 1 do, that |
17 may have eternal life? And he said unto
him, Why askest thou me concerning that
which is good? One there is who is good :
but if thou wouldest enter into life, keep
18 the commandments. Ile saith unto him,
Which? And Jesus said, Thou shalt not
kill, Thou shalt not commit adultery,
Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not hea
19 false witness, Honor thy father and thy
mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
20 bor as thyself. The young man saith
unto him, All these things have I ol-
21 served : what lack I yet? Jesus said unto
him, If thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell
that thou hast, and give to the poor, anl
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: anl
22 come, follow me. But when the young
man heard the saying, he went
sorrowful : for he was one that had great

away

possessions,

23 And Jesus said unto his disciples, Ver-
ily 1 say unto you, It is hard for a rich
man to enter into the kingdom of heaven

24 And again I say unto you, It is easier for
a camel to go through a needle’s eye, thin
for a rich man to enter into the kin

05 of God. And when the disciples heard it,
they were astonished adingly, saying,

26 Who then can be saved? And Jesus look-
ing upon them said to them, With men
this is impossible ; but with God all things

are possible,

God all things are possibie.

Time.—

arly in A, D. 80,

Home Readings.

. ‘The Rich Young Ruler. Matt. 19, 16-26,
T, The Commandments. Exod. 20. 1-17.

W, Neither poverty nor riche Prov. 30, 1-9,
Th. Leaving all. Mark 10. 23-31.

F. Following fully. Luke 9. 18-26.

S, Treasure in heaven, Matt, 6, 16-23,

8. Eternal life. 1John 5, 1-12.

Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 345.
Lord, I care not for riches,
Neither silver nor gold.
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 155.

Oh, how happy are they,
Who the Saviour obey !
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Dee, 2.]

New Canadian Hymnai, No, 256,

I will sing You a song of that beautiful land,

The far away home of the soul,
QUESNTIONS I'OR § NIior SCHOLARS,
1. The Cost of Heavenly Ty asure, vy, 1

With whom haq Jesus been in discussion
ITeVIous to this scene?

Of what class was this “one” who came
Luke 18, 18,

Why did he use the word “goog™ when he
spoke to Jesus—*"Good Master

Why did Jesus answer as he did

What commandments did Jesys cite?

What is the number of the Jyst command
ment e mentioned

What being perfect 2

Can anyone render a perfec obedience to
the law?

with a question to Jesus?

did Jesus mean by

Was the Young man's answer, L thes
ete, true? Give g reason for youp answer,

What was the young ruler’s elaim ¥

What did Jesus lead him to see?

Did Jesus demand
of him?

an unreasonahle thing

Cin you mention any incident in the O]
Testament  whepe God that
haa?

demanded gy
a4 man
2. The Cost of Larthiy
Why is it that a
enter the kingdom of |
What makes j

T'reasure, v, o 26,
man shall hardly
en’?
more difficult for him to
cnter heaven than for a camel to go through
the eye of g needle?
What may Dhe

needle?

meant by the eve of g

What did Jesng teach as to the difference
divine ana
Judgment ?

hetween human standards of

’l‘l-m-hiugu of the Lesson,

1. Young manhood is impulsive and rest-

Impetuosity i at once an element of

rower and of we, . It is not in earth
to satisfy the Yearnings of g human soul,

2 Young
Youth the divine Command ;
reeds the divine guidance to give direction
10 his powers ; needs to live for others and
‘onsecrate himself to Christ,

manhood needs God's reg nt,
needs to obey

& The danger
love of the
earth and

of young manhood is the
world.  The treasures of the
the pleasures of the earth have
drawnp many young men away from Christ
ind the kingdom of heaven,
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QUESTIONS FOR lNTl‘Iﬂ.‘lEDl,\’l‘E
SCHOLARS,
L The Cogt of Heape uly Treasure, v, 16-L
What had Jesus done just previous to this
lesson ¥
To what place was he going?
Who came 1o him?
What was he seeking ¥
What thoughts e conveyed in
none good but one, that is, Gody
What was the character of the young man?
What had his education beep?
What stood hetween him and eternal life?
‘as he willing to give all he had (o pos-
sess it ?

“there is

ot the desive of this world's treas-
keep us from eternal life, eyep though
We never possess them ¥
2. The Coxt of Earthiy Treasure, v,
Will Christ he satisfied with oup
alone?

2396,

wealth

How can we know just what Christ w ishes
us imli\inln:ull,\' to do?

What will e the price of a life given over
to earthly enjoyments

How long will earthly pleasures last ?

Can they evep really satisfy v

Why does God sometimos ask hard things
of us?

What diq Christ say about riches?
EN TexT,

How did thig affect the disciples ?

How did the Jews regarq
perity

What are (he
riches?

How did Christ explain the difficulty 2

IHave you counted the cost of serving the
world?

How will seeking the
affect our earthly

Gorp-

worldly pros.

peculiar temptations of

heavenly
responsibilities

treasure

Practical Teachi;
Where in this lesson do we |
L. The value ang authority of the Ten
Commandments ¥
2. The danger of earthly treasures ¥
3. The unlimited power of God?

QUESNTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What rich man came to Jesus?
ruler of the Sunagogue,

What did he eaj) Jesu

What did he ask him

What did Jesus tel] him?

Whe gave us the commandments ?

A younn
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What does he tell us to do with them?
Keep them,

What did the young ruler think? 7That
he had always kept the commandments.

Do we keep the commandment “Thou shalt
do no murder” when we hate some one and
wish we might harm him?

What did Jesus see? That' the ruler
did not keep the commandment's in his heart.

What did Jesus prove to him? That he
loved money more than he loved God.

What did Jesus say about rich people?
That it was hard for them to enter heaven.

Why? Because they loved something more
than God.

What does Jesas ask of each one of us?
Our whole heart,

THE LESSON CATECIHISM.
(For the entire school.)
1. What did a young man ask Christ?
Houw to find cternal life.

[Dee. 2,

2. What did Jesus tell him to do? T
keep the commandments,

3. What did the young man say to this’
“All these have I kept.”

4, What did Jesus then command him?
To sell all and follow him.

5. Howdid he receive this? He went away
sad.

6. Who did Jesus say find it hard to enter
God's kingdom? Those who trust in riches,

7. What is the GoLpex Text? “Children,
how hard,” ete,

NEW CHUROH CATECHISM,

63. What is Christian baptism? Christian
baptism is baptism with water in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as tI
sign of purification from sin and of admission
into the Church, and the seal of the covenant

e

blessings.
Matthew 28 : 19,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,

BY REV. J. L.

HURLBUT, D.D,

Young Manhood.

I. Irs TraITs,

1. Impulsiveness.  “One came.” v. 16,
Came one running. Mark 10. 17,
To be sober-minded, Titus 6.

2, Aspiration. “Eternal life” v. 16,
Affection on things
Follow righteousness. 2 Tim. 2. 22,

3. Restlessness. “What lack 1?"
Not satisfied with silver. Eccle
Iirst the kingdom. Matt. G.

I1. Its NEEDS.

1. A Guide. “Good Master.” v. 16,
Thou art the guide. Jer, &
Follow thou me. John 21, 22

2. A Law. “Commandment v A
What doth the Lord require.

above., Col. 3. 2.

Mic, 6. 8.

Wherewithal. .. .cleanse his way. s,
119. 9.

3. A Purpose. “Be perfeet” v, 2
Unto a perfect man, Eph, 4. 13,
Be thou an example. 1 Tim, 4. 12,

111, Irs DuUTIES,

1. To Self. “Go and sell” v. 2
Let him deny himself. Matt,
Treasures in heaven. Matt., 6, 19, 20,

2. To Others. “Give” v, 21,

Ready to distribute, 1 Tim. 6, 17, 18,
Not grudgingly. 2 Cor. 9. 7.

3. To Christ. “Follow me.” v. 21,
Take up the Mark 10, 21,
One is your Mas Matt, 23. 8,

IXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,

After our excellent lesson for last Sunday

which ended
Ephraim (

should interfere with what he recognized as the plans of Providence,

ing southwestward to Jerusalem, he went northward, and
ors. Then came what is called “The Perean Ministry,” which may

healing ten men that were lep

have lasted about six months, or may have been compressed into a few weeks,

extracted from the epistle of Paul to Titus, it may be
well again to call attention to the last journey of our Lord from Galilee to Jerusalem—a journey
at the cross, Speaking strictly, it began not in Galilee, but in the secluded town of
Judea), to which our Lord had retired lest the hubbub made by the raising of 1

of
arus
From Ephraim, instead of go-
we last saw him on the borders of Samari

In our Lord's i
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Perea was fertile and well populated,

tions, and with the added temptation of Wwealth, maintained an Irreproachable morg) characte

A. D, 30,
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The chronological arrangement of the wopds and deeds of
Jesus while Jjourneying southward through it is o perplexing problem,
the date of the present lesson the month of March, /
our lesson, but add little to Matthew’s account except that the young man in hig earnestne,
running and kneeled before Jesus (Mark), and that he was a “ ruler,” Probably of a loe
which of itself woulq indicate wealth and social position, even if we were not p
that he “had great Possessions” and “ was very rich"),

We may perhaps assume as
Mark and Luke both record the story of
S8 came
al £ynagogue
Cpeatedly assured
A young man w ho amid youth’s tempta-
T, and

who had lofty spiritual ambitions, and sufficient independence of character to greot with reverence g

rabbi whom it was now the fashion of the rulers to scorn—assurediy such g young man was
In our day moral *“conventions ” anq " proprieties  fence in the ** better cly
make it not nearly so easy for “n-uju-n-luhl«rpvnph- " to commit flagrant sin as jt w
our Lord, Evidently this young ruler had won re,

nary person,

Jesus,

1o ordi-
188, and
as in the days of

al moral victories before he came as an inquirer to

——

Verse 16. 5oy, “Look ! 1
to tell you an astonishing thing.”  Qpe, A
rich young ruler, Came,  Ran and kneelod
down before Jesus, What govd thing shall [
lo. Mere is the very marrow and gist of
the Hebrew religion, Human life wag re-
garded as made up of three classes of items—
inconsequential deeds, and hag

was quite within reach
tremendously  good deed
purchase salvation of the Most High,
the entirely new conceptions that
the world with the

am abont

zood  deeds,
deeds, and it to o
some  one and sp
Among
came into
teachings of the Lord
Jesus there was g new emphasis placed on
the doctrine that the moral character of gy
et depends on its motive, This young man's
creed was faulty. No one good deed e¢an
atone for sins, because God expects all deeds
to be good, It is not by doing, but by being,
that we have cternal life,
17. Why callest thou me
none good but one, that
strain on  the natural
phrase to understand it
Jesus did not think
he thought that
called good, It
o the language,
with

g00d? there is
is, God., 1t is q
meaning  of this
as implying that
himself good, or that
God only ought to he
is almost an equal strain
though more in harmony
current theology, to understand the
words as a direct challenge to the young man’'s
faith in our Lord's divinity, as if Jesus had
said, "You ecannot consistently call me good
inless you acknowledge my divine nature,”
But the trye reading is, “Why askest thou
e concerning the good?” We may reyer.
eutly conclude that our Lord had two closely
telated ul)jucm—ﬁrut, to force this young
man of independent action into independent
thought, and, secondly, to raise still higher
the idea of Himself, When oup Lord asked
the hostile Pharisees how David could can
bls son Lord, he was trying to rid them

of parrotlike repetitions, and to make them
reverently think; now in
lie deprecates oy the
young man
of almost everyhody

tenderer  mooi
lips of this earnest
that were on the lipsg
else, Master”
had come (o Mean no more than “he Hon-
orable Mry, So-and-so; anq Why callest thou
me good? might he interpreted 1o mean,
“Measure Your compliments, Keep  your
standards of honor and goodness high," But
what about the second clause of oup Lord's
reply? The Rey on changes this also: One
there iy who g good.  Jesus will not he
classed merely with other “good masters,”
Whatsoever goodness the youth has founq in
him is of God ; so titles of court ind con-
vention are quite out of place, So far had
God been pushed back in the common the-
ology of the Jews that (he rabbis had »
saying, “There jq nothing that is good hut
the Law.” If thou wilt ente rinto life, keep
the commandments, A
provocative of deep  thought,

18, 19. The young rulep inquired,
Which? As it it could not he possible that
Jesus would refer him back to the olq tables
of the law, Thou shalt, Our Lo d here groups
six commands which belong to the moral law
and are of permanent obligation, Five of
them are taken from the familar group of
the ten, the sixth js to be found in Ley, 19,
18, The written law, preserved to us in our
Bible, and the oral law, a mass of com-
ment and tradition from uncounted genep-
ations of scribes and teachers, when put to-
gether made such a mass of detailed instryc-
tion that it was generally admitted no man
perfectly could obey it. So it had become
important for Jews, whose eyes seldom saw
beyond the letter of the law, to ascertain
which of all the commandments were the es.
sential ones, and which might without deadly

words

“Good

second  statement
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peril be ignored. This question, in various
forms, was frequently discussed by rabbis.
20. All these things have 1 kept from
my youth up. This reply implied a conscious-
ness of general integrity which appears to
have been recognized by our Lord, who looked
on him and loved him (Mark 10, 21) ; but it
was combined with a low and merely legal
view of moral obligation, The question,
What lack I yet? may have been uttered in
the very spirit of P’havisaic seli-sufficiency
or we may take the pleasanter view of a
profound student of this gospel: “*Something
within him whispered that his keeping
the commandments was too easy a way ol
heaven ; something beyond this
: but after keeping them all he
to know what that something

getting to
Wi necessary
was at a lo
else could be.”
If thou wilt be perfect. “If thou wilt
lack nothing.” Go and scll that thou hast.
Your grear  possessions.” Thouw shalt
have heaven, 1t will not do
to say some have glibly said, that our
Lord s a Socialist—he was not in any
ordinary use of that phrase; or to teach,
with St. Francis of Assisi, that nakedness
and poverty are the fit conditions for per
focted Christian lives, Uniformly our Lord’s
conduct and teachings were inconsistent with
such doctrine. Nevertheless one truth bore
constantly on his mind—that no man could
at one time have earthly treasure and heav-
enly treasure. A man having great earthly
possessions, and holding them as “talents,”
as the good God's investments temporarily
mlllmml to him, is in the direct way to get
eat possessions” in heaven; but a man
\\'llll great possessions who feels that he pos-
sesses them, who reckons on worldly wealth
as his source of satisfaction, has no righ#,
according to our Lord’s teaching, to claim
treasure in heaven. There is no sin in hold-
ing and using what money we have: no man
can use money wisely who does not hold it
to some degree. But the sin is in a man's
feeling that his wealth is his own.
are grouped by our out-
line under the title, *The Cost of Heavenly
Treasure.,” Now let us prayerfully ask,
“What did our Lord define that cost to he?”
Ior this young man it was the sale of his
earthly treasure and the giving of it to those
that needed it most; for us all it is a sim-
ilar “dying to the world” and “living to God.”
1t is living in the world, but not of it; it is
having our conversation (citizenship) in

treasure in

These seven verse
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heaven., It is wise, as in another lesson we
learned, to make friends of the mammon of
unrighteousness ; but that can be done only
by using worldly wealth as we use overcoats
and winter wraps, ready to slip them off at
the proper moment. And so, in brief, the
cost of heavenly treasure is doing without
treasure in this world; not always doinz
without moncy, but always doing without
treasure; for our treasure is in heaven,

22. He went away sorrowcful. Sad to say,
his sorrow does not seem to have been of
that godly sort that worketh repentance; hut
it indicated a prolonged inward conflict he-
tween desire to follow Jesus and to retair
the great posscssions.

23. Veily I say unto you. A gathering
up of all the emphasis with which our Lol
could impel a truth. A rich man shall hard-
ly enter into the kingdom of heaven,  Mark,
who gives a more detailed account, adds that
% our Lord explained
that trusts in riches,
represents a great (il
stands fo
whether

in answer to his disciy
this to mean a man
The word “hardly
ficulty, The “kingdom of heaven™
the dominance of the heavenly idea,
in this world or in the world to come.

24. Again I say unto you. A still mor
stringent observation. It is casicr for «
camel to go through the eye of a needle, thay
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of
God. A proverbial saying, expressing, by a
figure easily comprehended, a difficulty that
could never be snrmounted by natural forces,
The needle represents the entrance into the
A camel can pass throngh

ise of mir

kingdom of God.

it only by the exe
on the camel, for God's gateway is essen-
tially unchangeable. So the rich man cu
pot possibly enter into the kingdom of God,
no rich man can, who has lived to amass,
and who is trusting in, his wealth, Never
theless, as our Lord proceeds to show, men o
whom God intrusts wealth are given an o]
portunity not only to enter the kingdom o
(iod, but to hecome tall saints therein; a
miraculons change is wrought not only in the
terms of salvation, but in the nature of the
man.

25. They were exceedingly amazed. Well
they might be. They had never heard of
that absurd explanation of modern times, that
the Needle’s Eye was the name of a gt
just large enough to admit a camel without
his load. They correctly understood our
Lord to be stating in straightforward lan-
guage an absolute impossibility, T eir can
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dor ig shown by their next question, Wi,
then can be saved? They begin to fear that
their own entrance into the kingdom of God
is imperiled, Not because any ol them wepe
wealthy, for a)) the intip
pel record
came dis

ions of the gos-
show that gt least after they be-
Yowere poor, hut because
(as the question shows) they we

* trusting in
their own riches, scanty as those riches were,
A man can go to eternal ruin by (pe worship
of half dollar as really ag by the worship
ol a million of dollars, l"lu'!lull‘nmrlu men
Lave been kept out of the kingdom of Gadl
by refusal to surrender to Goqd “posses;
of a sort not reducible to money valye,

26. Wi men. On the “humanp side," as
we sometimes SAYi as a matter of ordinary

83

fact, setting aside Supernatural power, It
is vontrary to nature (as uhsolulvly unnat-
ural as for a camel to go through g needle's
eye) for a yich man to hold hig treasure gy
belonging 1o God.  But wity God (who can
arvest and subvert ) forees of nature) qlf
things are possible, 1o wiy not save a few
rich favorit he will saye no oue, rich op
boor, who does not in the truest sense sup-
render his all,  Bug God “giver), more grace ;"
and as a matter of history pe has helpeq
men of “grent Dos

ssions” to holg them as
coming from him, and g¢ heing subject to
his order; o that they apre po longer ricn
men; they ape simply hanks in which God
keeps a ounts, and to which pe sends his
ts day by day,

CRITICAL AND H()A\"l.li'l'lc;\l. NOTES,

A SUGG IVE lh\('l\'(-lll)l'\l‘.

The incident immediately preceding  the
story of the lesson, so placed by an three of
the evangelists, is suggestive by way of con.
trast,  Little children—Luke calls them “jy-
fants”—had heen brought to Jesus with the
request that he woulq put his hands on them
and pray, Iig disciples rebuked those who
brought them ; hut Jesus said, “Suffer little
children, and forhiq them not, to come unto
we: for of such is the kingdom of heaven,”
And Mark and Luke add his words, “Whoso-
ever shall not recejye the kingdom of Gol
as a little child, he shall not enep therein,”
Directly following this touching and instruet.
ive incident came the young ruler to Jesus
with the question, “What £ood thing shal] |
do that I may have eternal life? We can-
not fail to see the contrast between the self-
conscious and the self-righteous Spirit of the
Young man and the simplicity of le little
children, "The words of Jesus spoken a little
while before to hig disciples would have been
afitting answer 1o the

ruler’s question, -
ept ye he converted, and hecome as little
children, ye shall not enter into the king-
dom of heayen” (Matt. 18, 3).

THE SAME QUESTION,
In the lesson of September 9 we had the
mostion he

e asked by the young ruler pro-
i to Jesus by a lawyer (Luke 10, 25).
While the question in hoth cases was the
sme, the spirit and burpose were very gif-
ferent, The lawyer asked the question for
the burpose of trying Jesus; but the young

ruler had pe sinister motive, e compar-
ison of the twe incidents jg instructive gy
showing Christ's method of dealing wity the
Wo men,  Both of them alike, because hotp
of them thought in common that eternal life
was the reward of Bood works, he referved (o
the law; ang each of them was brought at
ast to a requirement fop which, without a
ange of heart, he was incapable—he Inw-
Yer to recognize and love eyep a Samaritay,
and the rich ruler to sacrifice his wealth,
This rathep startling truth js brought out jp
hoth of these incidents, namely, that salva-
tion depends not upon the things which we
can do, but upon the things which we can-
not do.  “(io thoy and do likewige " Jesus
said to the lawyer after he had told him the
story of the good Samarij
a thing impossible fop him, “@o sell whatso-
ever thou hast ang distribute to the poor,” he
said to the Young man; but of such a self-
sacrifice he wag incapable, Sooner op later
i man comes upon Some moral demand in the
bresence of which he js impotent, When that
happens two things ought to be frankly pec.
ognized : that he cannot attain to eternal life
by gobd works, and, consequently, that he
needs a Saviour, Tt is the hundredtn thing
which a man cannot do that shows him that
e must have help, The mission of Jesus is
to enable us to do the impossible,

but that was

MORAL (‘OM!‘LA(‘EN('\'.
The fundamenta) defect in the young rul-
er's character was moral complacency, He
was a gool young man, and he knew ijt, But
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his conception of goodness was defective. Je-
sus intimated that when, in response to his
salutation, he said, “Why callest thou me
good? there is none good but one, that is,
God.”  His notion of goodness was the merely
conventional ; he had not risen to the notion
of holiness, Jesns therefore directed him to
the goodness of God, who charges his angels
with folly, and in whose sight the heavens
It was a case where a man's
to  his

are unclean,
very excellences hecame  a har
moral progress. Whenever a man begins to
say of himself, *I am good,” he makes it im-
possible for him to hecome hetter, The points
of departure from which the soul goes for-
ward to higher attainments are not the hours
of its most complacent satisfaction with its
own goodness, but the times when it is mosi
deeply humbled with the sense ol its unwor-
thiness and sin, stood at the
doors of new and higher life when he 3
“1 abhor repent in dust and
(Job

Job's feet

myseli, and
42, 6).

ashes”

BORN RICTL

This ruler had great riches. Being young,
it is quite certain that his wealth was in-
herited. He was born rich. There is a great
deal of peril in t A rich man's son finds
himself at the beginning in the midst of Jux-
ury. lle comes to regard luxuries as neces-
eary. Iis life has never heen disconnected
from them. A man who from poverty strug-
gles up to wealth is not likely to feel so about
the things that wealth secures. He does not
forget that he once did not have them, and
he knows in many cases that he was happier
without them than with them. But the rich
man's son is likely to feel that wealth is
1t is identified with his whole
conception of life, ['nquestionably there is
more moral peril in being born in a palace
than in a peasant’s cottage. Rich men can-
not he too careful to impress their children
with the fact that “a man's life does not
consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

indispensable,

A PAINTER'S INTERPRETATION.

Genuine artists—poets or painters have
keen insight into character. Hoffman's now
familiar picture of this scene of the lesson
is a fine example of artistic moral interpre-
tation. The form and face of the young
ruler reveal his character. TIle is richly
and daintily dressed, his broadly hordered
mantle falling in graceful folds from his
shoulders: his hands are slight, with long,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNEL.
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{apering fingers—hands that evidently have
never known toil; there is no suggestion of
grossness in his figure and posture, and the
face is almost spirituelle in its effeminate
.y—a face that reveals

refinement and delicacy
a sensitive soul capable of refined sentiments
and susceptible to generous impressions. But
the soul lacks robustness, there is weakness
of will, an ease-loving and luxury-lovinz
spirit that is incapable of voluntary suffering
and hard self-denial: a man of good wishe
and a dreamer of fine dreams, but to whom
soft raiment te » and elegant
leisure were so essential that his soul shrank
in impotent dismay from any proposal that
Ie was a lover of
wsthet-

and delic

implied giving them up.
the world—a refined, gentle-natu
ie, sentimental lover of the world, in whom
the carnal mind was so purged of grossness
and touched with such a warmth and glow of
othical interest as to seem almost spiritual
able, lovable young man, but
an impossibility.

ized—an admirs
with whom the cross w
That is the kind of rich man whom it is
most difficult to save.

Thoughts for Young People.
Concerning Eternal Life.

1. Observe how the simple question of this
woung ruler led our Lord back over almost
the whole battleground of his moral and spir-
itual life—back to the doctrine of eternal
life, which the Sadducee denied: back to his
own divine kingdom, which the rabbis dis
puted; back to the stern, uncompromising
morality for which Jesus stood as evidently
as did John the Baptist : back to the doctrine
concerning which o

of essential goodnes
another occasion our Lord led another ques:
tioner to frame his own answer: back to the
true doctrine of neighborhood as expounded
Ly the parable of the Good Samaritan.

2. The soul that once yearns after cl rnal
life cannot be satisfied without it—neither
with earthly riches, nor with the pleasures
of youth, nor with the honors of men, nor
with the ordinary moralities of life. This
young man had all these, but he hungered for
something more (verse 16).

8. There is but one who holds the key to
eternal life, and that one is Jesus. e alone
can tell us how to find the life in God thit
is eternal. The ten commandments with
their spiritual interpretation by Jesus in the
Gospel, are the laws by which the heirs of
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eternal life must live, These are the laws

RYS of earth and heaven alike (verses 17-19),

of 4. He who seeks the eternal life must be
the willing to surrender hig carthly possessions,
ate The greatest obstacle is to be found in world-
als ly cares; but even these may be overcome by
i""\ the power of God (verses 2 -26).

st

Lons

Teaching Hints fop Intermediate
Classes,

ring
she

| BY REV, A. 11,
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MC KINNEY,
DANGER SIGNALS,

Do not spend much time in the class dis-
cussing the former part of verse 17 nor the
meaning of the “needle’s eye,” Jesus's ques-
tion in verse 17 was for the purpose of learn-
ing whether the young man regarded him as
a divine teacher, or as one of the rabbis,
Verse 25 shows that the reference to the
needle’s eye was to show the iumosxibility
of one who loved his riches entering the king-
dom of God,

PLACE,
Jesus is on his journey down the Jordan,
Somewhere in Perea the interview recorded

in this lesson took place,

PERSONS,
this Jesus and his disciples (verse 23) and a
most young man. The teacher should dwell at
anire length on the young ruler and his character,

Have the class tel] all they know about him,
and then fill in what they leave out, Combin-
ing the three accounts (Matt. 19, Mark 10,
and Luke 18), we learn that he was young,
rich, honored, religiously trained, and of ir-
reproachable character,

o his
dis-
Ising
ently
trine
h on
THE LESSON PICTURES

may be made most interesting :

1. The young ruler questioning Joesus, Pic-
ture him as an earnest, candid inquirer,
Ask: What was his question? Why did he
ask it? What greater question could he
have asked?

2. Jesus answering. Picture the loving
riour receiving the young man kindly,
Ask: What did Jesus mean when he said,
“There is none good but one?" How did he
say the young man could enter into life?
Why did he say this?

3. The dialogue between Jesus and the
voung man. Try to have the class see the
two as they stood there, both so earnest. This
was the great crisig of the young man’s life,
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Have verses 18-21 well in mind, try to have
the pupils understand thejr meaning, and
show how much superior this young man was
morally to most persons.  Yet he lacked
something. What was it? Why would that
lack keep him out of the kingdom ?

4. The young man leaving Jesus, What a

picture this is! There stands the loving,
helpful Saviour, and there goes the young
man? Ask: How did Jesus feel? How did

the young man feel? Why did he go away?
PRACTICAL APPLICATION,

1. Take the various commandments, all of
which Jesus allowed the Young man to de-
clare he had kept from his youth up, and
ask the class how many of them could hon-
estly affirm they had kept them always, Sup-
Pose we should each stand side by side with
the young ruler, could we measure up to
him morally? Ie Was a man of extraordi-
narymoral character, and yet he was not only
outside the kingdom, but unless he under-
went a change he could not enter in, (Re-
call Nicodemus.) Jesus loved him, wanted
to help him, yet was helplegs because one
thing stood in his way,

2. How many there are to-day who are
kept out of the kingdom because of one
thing! With the young man the one thing
was his great possessions, which he was un-
willing to give up for Jesus’ sake, With us
it may be something quite different, There
are many now who are very poor and yet
are kept out of the kingdom by one thing,
just as the young man was. What is the one
thing? Let each search himself and ask: Is
there anything that I love 80 much that [
cannot enter the kingdom, May the Holy
Spirit not only reveal what the one thing
is, but give the heart no rest until it is pe-
linquished for Jesus’ sake,

By Way of Illustration,
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Verses 16-20. The ruler who thought to
reach heaven by keeping the commandments
was like the child who wanted the step-lad-
der brought so that he could touch the moon,
And when to gratify him, it was brought
and he was put on top, he said, “Just g little
more and I'd touch it.” The ruler could not
see that the Christ-life was infinitely above
him even after he bad climbed up to the
platform of commandment-keeping,
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Verse 21. Does Christ and the Christian
religion demand any giving up? Surely it
It asks that first things shall be put
siness, scholarship, athletices de-
mand that the lower desires shall give way
hefore that which is higher., The student
who would be a scholar must shut his ears
to the calls of pleasure, An athlete who was
taking his departure from a delightful so-
cial gathering at the early hour which his
training demanded, and who could not eat
the delicious food there provided, because for-
bidden by his rules, was commiserated hy a
friend. The athlete replied : “It's a little hard
now, I'll own, but I'm working for a hig
prize, and I ought not to complain. When
field day comes and the crowds cheer me, and
the fellows hear me off on their shoulders,
these little sacrifices won't seem much.” So
in the light of the great reward, our little
sacrifices will seem of small account,

The value of a great sacrifice. When dur-
ing the South African war I saw our fine
young fellows leaving college and the lux-
uries of life for one of the severest hard-
ships and danger, 1 said: “Ilere is proof that
man is made in the image of God. Ie is
capable of complete self-sacrifice and noble
heroism. And there is nothing which trans-
figures character and lifts it toward divinity
like some great giving up.”

The Great Refusal. For many years this
interview has been spoken of as “The Great
Refusal.” Dante wandering through the In-
ferno thought he saw the young ruler search-
ing for his lost opportunity. Jesus asked the
same of Matthew as he did of the ruler.
Suppose Matthew had turned away sor-
rowful, we would have had no hook of
Matthew and no apostle Matthew—only a
despised publican who had lost the great
chance of his life.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS, J. 1. KNOWLES,

e was rich, voung, influeniial, attract-
ive, with qualities that won the love of Jesus,
It would seem this were perfection. But no;
like a beautiful rose with a worm hidden at
its heart, in the very center of this charm-
ing character there was a ‘seeret sin surely
working destruction, Jesus, beholding him,
loved him too well to let him remain self-
deceived, Tle loved him so well that he could

[Dec. 2.

give him pain to save if possible his pre-
cious life. Had he loved less he would have
taken the 2 way of commending the good
Le saw in him aund sending him away pleased
with himself and with the “Good N

But the “love all love excelling” is

as well as tender, It chastens and rebukes
that it may bless and save,

Why did this eager seeker for eternal life
go away from Jesus with a grieved heart?
Ior the very reason which hinders you an/
me from the fullness of joy vright here
and now, in the midst of daily work and pres-
ent surroundings. 1le was not willing to su
render sclf to God. 'The “I" was large in
this young man's thought. *“What o
thing shall 7 do?" “All these have I kept.”
Many excellent qualities he had, the best of
all he lacked—love, which would have maol
it easy to do anything the good Master re-
quired. Love has no *pos jons ;" all it
has belongs to the One Lover in the sweet
community of loyal devotion. Love of self;
the choice to use money, time, ent in our
own way rather than i God's w sends us
away from Jesus, sorrowful. There is no
real joy in such a choice; conscience and
will are not in harmony.

In the case of this young man it was his
money that hindered him from following the
Lord fully, In your case or mine it may le
the want of money, or circumstances not to
our liking, or even some trivial thing we
would be ashamed to confess. Whatever it
is, if we are not willing to submit all 0o
God and accept with loving trust his way
of disposing of our possessions, the worm is
at the heart of our character, eating away
our hope of life eternal, “Loyalty to a right-
ful sovereign is the truest liberty.” No chains
are so galling as the slavery of self-will,
Whatever brings the heart to sweet submis-
sion and harmony with the will of God is a
blessing, however hard it may seem. *“No
chastening for the present is joyous, hut
grievous ; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth

the peaceahle fruits of righteousness.”

Because Jesus loved this young man, and
saw great possibilities of usefulness and hap
piness for him, he tried to show him how fo
make the most of his possessions. For the
same reason he tries to teach us the same les-
son. By the disappointments, vexations, test-
ings of each day he says: “Come, take up the
cross and follow Me. Give up your self-will
your rebellious choice, your own disposal of
money, time, or talent; give all to such sery-
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ice as I direct,
indeed,”

“Was it not a great trial to lose al your
money?” one asked another, “Yeog: but the
trial of my faitn was more precious than
gold,” was the reply of the trustful Christisn
who had found the Jjoy of eternal life in the
harmony of her will with the sweet will of
God. Do not let g 20 away s ul be-
cause we are not willing to give our “great
possessions,” whatever they may be, to
him who possesses Il things and with whom
we midy be joint heir,

and you shall have riches

—

The Teachers’ Meeting,

L. State the events between Lesson VIT
and the present lesson: (1) Certain utter-
ances on the coming of the kingdom of heay-
en (Luke 17, 20 1o 18, 8). (2) The Phar-
and the publican (Luke 18, 9-14),
(3) Jnstructions concerning divorce (Matt,
19. 3-12; Mark 10, 2.1 )o (4) The bless-
ing of little children (Matt, 19, 13-15; Mark
10. 13-16; Luke 18, 1517). . . . IT. Com-
rare (he three accounts of this interview,
and note what each gospel states that i
not given in the other gospels, Combining
the three accounts, tell the story. .. . III,
State what traits of character were shown
by this young man.... IV,
0SS in thoughts concerning young man-
hood: (1) 144 impulsiveness, The young
ruler became suddenly full of enthusiasm,
and his ardor suddenly cooled, Youthful im-
petuosity is at once an element of power and
an element of weakness,  (2) [t restless-
ness. “What shall 1 do?" (3) Its needs ;
(@) The restraint of law, “Keep my com
mandments.”  (4) A divine guide, “Folloyw
me.” (1) Its duties, Living for others ;
consecration to Christ, (5) Its danger,
Love of the world....V., What ape here
shown to be the requirements of Christ's
service: (1) Obedience,  (2) Uprightness,
() Unselfishness, (4)  Self-deniat, ()]
Consecration, ., V1, How may riches help a
man to be a Christian?

isees

The lesson sug-

UPTIONAL HYMNS,

Thy word, almighty Lord,
Jesus is calling,

So near the kingdom !
Child of a King, -
Take up the cross,

SUNDAY ScHoor BANNER,

Heavenly Father,
Abba, Father,
Hark! the voice of Jesus calling,
Calling, pleading, waiting,
Ready for labor,

T

Library References,
BY REV. s, q,

grant thy blessing,

AYRES, n.p,

SERMONS ON THE Lesson,

VERSE 16.—7"¢ Pulpit, London,
page 34, Bean, J., N rmons,

VERSE 17 —F ar, I, W

Addresses in

vol. xvi,
301,
« Nermons and
Lmerica, page 1445, Worcester,
Nermons on Lord's Lrayer, page 139,

VERSE 19—The Homiletie
xix, page 56,

Virse ~The Homiletic Vonthly,
vi, page 639, etropolitan Pulpit, vol, ij,
bage 330, Shedd, W. @ T., Ne rmons to the
Natural Man, bage 249, Stockton, ™ .,
Nermons for the People, page 100,

VERSE 21.—7'he Expositor, Thirq Series,
vol. vi, page ),

VERSE 28,—T'he Homiletic, vol,

90,

Review, vyol,

vol,

Kxi, page

Third Series,

2 24 —The Erpositor,
), . vii, pe

page : Wesley, J., Work:
213.
VE —The Pulpit London, vol, XXXV,
page 335 vol, Ixxii, page
VERSE 26, —7" Howmiletie
),

Review, vo),

Blackhoard,

BY THOMAS G, RoGERs,

TRUST NOT I
THE LA RICHES

When we sot our hearts on anything but
Jesus, and haye anything in our hearts but
him, we shall fajl, The young man felt the
insufliciency of the law to save him, althongh
he felt that he had not broken a single com-
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mandment. But nearer to his heart lay his
wealth, in which he trusted ; and on this Je-
sus tested him, bidding him sell all and fol-
low him. The young man saw his own weak-

LESSON X. BARTIMEUS HEALED.

-

[Dec. 9.

ness. and went away sorrowful and unsat-
jsfied. Only through Christ can we have
eternal life, and not in the things that fail
and vanish away.

[Dec. 9.

GOLDEN TEXT. Lord, that I might receive my sight. Mark 10. 51,

AUTHORIZED VERSION.
[Read Mark 10. 32-52.]

Mark 10. 46-52. [ Commit to memory verses

50-02.]

46 And they came to Jer'i-cho: and as he
went out of Jer'i-cho with his disciples and a
great number of people, blind Bar-ti-me'us,
the son of Ti-me'us, sat by the highway side
begging.

47 And when he heard that it was Je'sus
of Naz'a-reth, he began to cr{ out, and say,
Je'sus, thou Son of Da'vid, have mercy on

me.

48 And many charged him that he should
hold his peace: but he cried the more a great
deal, Thou Son of Da'vid, have mercy on me.

49 And Je'sus stood still, and commanded
him to be called. And they call the blind
man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort,
rise; he calleth thee.

50 And he, casting away his garmeat,
rose, and_came to Je'sus.

51 And Je'sus answered and said unto
him, What wilt thou that I should do unto
thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord,
that I might receive my sight.

52 And Je'sus said unto him, Go thy way;
thy faith hath made thee whole. And im-
mediately he received his sight, and followed
Je'sus in the way.

REVISED VERSION.

46 And they come to Jericho: and as he
weént out from Jericho, with his disciples
and a great multitude, the son of Tim-
w®us, Bartim@us, a blind beggar, was sit-

47 ting by the way side. And when he heard
that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began
to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of

48 David, have mercy on me. And many re-
buked him, that he should hold his peace:
but he cried out the more a great deal,
Thou son of David, have mercy on me.

49 And Jesus stood still, and said, Call ye
him. And they call the blind man, say-
ing unto him, Be of good cheer: rise, he

50 calleth thee. And he, casting away his
garment, sprang up, and came to Jesus.

51 And Jesus answered him, and said, What
wilt thou that I should do unto thee?
And the blind man said unto him, Rab-

52 boni, that I may receive my sight. And
Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy
faith hath made thee whole. And straight-
way he received his sight, and followed
him in the way.

Pime.—Near the end of March, A. D. 30.
Place.—Near to Jericho,

Home Readings.
M. Bartimeus Healed. Mark 10. 46-52.
Tw. Son of David. Matt. 21, 1-11.
W. Earnestcry. Luke 18, 85-43.
Th. Invited to come, Mark 10, 13-16.
F. The will to heal. ' Luke 5. 12-17.
S. The healing touch, Matt. 9. 27-31.
S. Matthew’s narrative, Matt, 20, 20-34.

Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 70.
The whole world was lost in the darkness
of sin,
The Light of the world is Jesus.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 395.
T hear a voice, 'tis soft and sweet,
Tt bids my sin-sick soul rejoice.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 41.
Lead, kindly Light, amid th’ encircling
gloom,

Lead thou me on.
QUESTIONS FOR SENIORSCHOLARS.
1. Seeking a Saviour, v. 46-48,

Where is Jericho?

How early in history have we mention of
it?

What historic events are connected with
it?

Of what importance is it now as a city?

What memorable event of this visit does
Luke give?

What is the best basis for any man fo
rest on when he asks remembrance from his-
tory?

What did he hear that greatly interested
him?

How much did lie know of Jesus of Naz-
areth?
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How much did pe believe
8us of Nazareth?

What prophet had made this same declara-
tion concerning the coming Messiah ¥

What was the effect of hig Cry upon the
throng?

How does the crowd almost always treat
the earnest seekep for Jesug?

What was the effect of opposition on Bar-
timeus
2. Saved by Faith, v, 49-52,

What was the effect of his determined ear-
nestness upon Jesug?

What had he implored from Jesus?

Why did Jesus ask the question of verse
51?

What hint can you find here as to the
method and nature of acceptable prayer?

What was the blessing he received?

Jesus said, “Go thy way.” What did Bar-
timeus show his way to be?

What must be the life of every seeker who
finds Christ?

concerning Je-

Practical Teachings.

1. Jesus is always passing by life's high-
ways. Men are always sitting by the way-
side blind, Some are always calling; many
sit speechless and lose the gracious oppor-

tunity, Have you?
2. Jesus passed through Jericho once ;

that was all. 1If Bartimeus had not called
then, he would have died blind,

3. What a Saviour! A beggar's call was
enough to reach his heart, Will he not hear
yours?

4. Nothing could keep Bartimeus from
Jesus ; neither blindness nor a crowd. }e
cast away every hindrance and went to Je-
sus. And you?

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

SCHOLARS,

1. Seeking a Saviour, v. 46.48,

Between what two places was Christ jour-
neying?

Who accompanied him ?

Who sat by the roadside begging ?

What did he do when he heard that Je.
SUs was passing by ?

Were beggars permitted to ask aloud for
alms?

Were those about him sympathetic?

Did this discourage him?

Of what ig blindness a type?

Could the blind man heal himself?

SUNDAY SCHO OL BANNER,
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2. Naved by Faith, v, 49-52,
How did Jesus feel toward him?
Compare the buman and the divine sym-

pathy,

What joyful message was brought to Bar-
timeus

What is the Joyful message
day?

How did Bartimeus respond ?

What spiritual lesson may be drawn from
the “casting away of his garment "

What did Jesus say to him?

What  diq Bartimeus desirq?
Texr,

What triumphed ?

What  wise example did
after he was healed?

Could he haye believed on Christ if he
had never heard of him?

What missionary lesson does this teach
to us?

What inheritance does God offer te us?

for sinners to-

GorLpen

Bartimeus get

Practical Tenchings,

Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That Christian people sometimes stand
between souls and the Saviour they seek?

2. That worldly people sometimes encoyr-
age souls in their search for the Saviour?

8. That no soul seeks the Saviour without
finding him?

QUESTIONS FoOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Where did Jesus go after he left Pereg?

What river did he cross?

Whom did he find waiting for him?

Why do the blind often beg %

What blind man wanted Jesus to help
him?

What had he probably heard?
had cured other blind people,

What did Bartimeus do when he heard
that Jesus was passing ?

That Jesus

What did some people try to do? 17
stop his calling to Jesus,
What did the blind man do? He called

the louder,

What did Jesus tell the people to do? To
bring the blind man to him,

How did Bartimeus show that he was in
earnest? He threw away his long outside
garment so as to go the faster,

What did Jesus do for him?

What did the man do after that?

Who can cure heart blindness?




N CATECIIISM.
(For the entire school.)
1. When did the story told in our lesson
happen? s Jesus went out of Jericho,
2. Who was the chief actor of the story?
A beggar named Bartimeus.
3. What did he believe concerning Jesus?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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6. 'I'o what did his gratitude then lead
him? He followed Jesus in the way.

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM.

64. Who are the proper subjects of baptism?
The proper subjects of baptism are infants and
adult believers.

That he was the promised Messiah. : . .
4. What word of his shows this belief? Mark 16: 16. He that believeth ﬂf"l is bap-
“Phou son of David, have mercy on me.” tized shall be saved; but he that believeth not

5. What blessing crowned his belief? He shall be damned.

received his sight. Acts 2: 38, 39.
.
THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Out of Darkness into Light.

1. NEEDING SALVATION, {. Coming. *“Casting away....come.” v.

1. Blindness. “Blind Bartimeus.” v. 46, o0,
Light to them....in darkness, Luke 1. Come. ...deny himself. TLuke 9. 2i
8. Come. ...take my yoke, Matt, 11,
Blinded the minds. 2 Cor. 20,
2. Poverty. “Nat....begging.” v. 5. Believing. on of David.” v. 48.
Art poor and miserable. Rev. 3. 17, I believe. Acts 8

lief. Mark 9. 24,

Blessed. .. .poor in spirit. Matt. 5. 3. Help thou mine unhe
1I. SEEKI 'ION.
1. Hearing. Heard. ... was Jesus.” v. 111 FINDING SALVATION.
b 1. Welcomed. “To be called.” v. 49.

No wise cast out. John 6.

Word which was preached. 1 Pet. 1,
Not willing. ...perish. 2 I’et

Faith cometh by hearing. Rom. 10. 17,

2. Calling. “Have merey.” v. 47,
Nigh unto all....that call. P 2. Healed. “Received his sight.’
18, Into his marvelous light. 1 Det,
Seek ve the Lord. Isa. 5%, 6. To open their eyes. Acts 26, 18,
8. Persevering.  “Cried the more v. 48, 3. Grateful. “Followed Jesus.” v. B2,
To pray and not to faint, Luke 18, 1. We love. .. .first loved us. 1 .John 4. 19,
Because of....importunity. Luke 11, Giving thanks unto....Father. Col. 1.

a9, 12.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
The healing of Bartimeus is one of the most picturesque miracles of Bible story, It is told by
three evangelists, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and there is what Dr. Moulton wiscly calls a curious

but wholly unimportant inconsistency between their records. Matthew says there were two blind
Luke places the miracle at the entrance into Jericho
We may well suppose that there were

men ; Mark and Luke mention only one.
Mark, “as Jesus went out of Jericho with his discipl
two blind men, but that the unnamed one either presented not so cogspicuous a case of blindness or

was not nearly so bold and picturesque a personality as Bartimeus. The other difficulty is easily ex-
plained if we keep clear in our minds the condition of Jericho in the days of our Lord. It was an old
and intensely Jewish city, notable for the large number of priests who resided in it, when Herod the
Great turned it into a mercantile center and embellished it with magnificent buildings. As a conse-
quence two Jerichoes stood side by side which had little to do with each other. The old eity, conspicu-
ously Jewish, was where Jesus and his disciples would naturally spend the night ; the new city, re-
splendent with the Roman architecture of which Herod the Great was so fond, with its hippodror
amphitheater, towers, and palaces, would be the home of Zaccheus, the tax-collector ; and on the
short and crowded highway which connected the two towns we may suppose this miracle to have

occurred. .
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Verse 46, Came to Jericho, Jericho lies Jesus, of whom there were not o few. He

on the direct route from the East to Jery- began to ry out. It was his only chance,
salem, At the time of the gospel history Thouw son of David, haye merey on me, The
it was a place of importance, Its plaing first part of this pathetic appeal throws em-
remain as of old, and good crops of wheat phasis on the character of Jesus: “Thoy
here and there attest to the richpess of the  whom our fathers hoped for, of the lineage of
80il; but the city has dwindled down to a that king of Israel to whom the Promise was
village of alout one hundred low-roofed huts, ven (Dsa. 132, 11) ; thou who art come to
ugly and dirty, hut surrounded witly fig trees establish the everlasting “ovenant between
which cast o pleasant shade, Its modern God and man, ‘even the sype mercies of Da-
name is Riha, Ay pe went out of Jericho, vid' (Isa. 55, 3), obserye my misery and re-
In this statement Mark agrees closely with  Jieye it In the seconq clause the emphasi
Matthew, byt disagrees with Luke, who naturally falls on the word me—as Dy, Dag
places the miracle “as they drew nigh unto  gett Suggests: “Feeling the disadvantage of
Jericho,” o one who has a whole. ome view g blind man in a crowq, Bartimeus feaps he
of inspiration such incidenta] inconsistencies may bhe overlooked,”
present no difficulty, A not very probable 48. Many charged him that he should
explanation is that there were two miracles, hold his peace. Luke says, “They which
one as the disciples entered, the other ag went hefore rebuked him,” anq implies (by
they left, the city; the other, not without e original) that the multitude wag leading
warrant, that there were two Jerichoes, and  je way hefore oup Lord as g guard of honor,
that this miracle was performed as Jesus was Let us beware Jegt by any means we discour-
Zoing out of one and drew nigh to the other, age those whe are seeking Chrigt, He cried
is given in our inlrmlllc-lm‘_' note.  With his the more q great deal,  Hig faith in the
diseiples and a great numbey of people, Al- bower and merey of Christ was stimulated to
ready there was arising all over the country  gregter effort through the opposition e hail
that popular entliusiasm which came to g found, and this faith speaks in the words of
liead on the day of the triumphal entry. The | address, and s approved by our Lopd's
text implies not merely that oup Lord and words to him (verse 52), “Thy faith hath
his friends had slipped into one of the great made thee whole.,” [Iljg opportunity at hest
caravans that came down in quick suc fon  would pe brief; he must make the most of
through Perea Just before the passover week, g, Thou son of David, hare merey on me,
This “great number of people” was rather a  7Thig repetition of the very words which
sort of volunteer bodyguard op legion of had heen rebuked Ly our Lord's would-he
lonor.  Blind Bartimeus, the son of Timeus, representatives s g sort of holy defiance,
sat by the highway side begging,  “Bar» e is calling to Jesus, not to them, and he
means “son.” The order of the words in the climbs over thejp interference,
Greek is “The son of Timeus, B timeus, 49, Jesus stood still, und commanded him
a blind beggar.” This is the only case where to be called, [y will he
the Aramaic prefix, which means “son,"” is
combined with g Greek name,

Ip us much to under-
stand this story if as vividly as possible we
e reproduce jn imagination the scene: The

47, When he heard that i was Jesus of brilliant sunshine, and the flapping garments,
Nazareth. 1lis sensitive ear distinguished (0 noise of the good-natured crowd, where
sounds unlike the sounds of the familiar everyone talked at once ang no one hy

ol

ud much
wans ; cheers, doubtless, and songs and ¢ say; the steady forward movement of Je-
yodels, various indications of a triumphal sus and his disciples, while the multitude
parade; and the inquiring leggar learned about him swayed this way and that, ip-
that the man thus honored wag Jesus, Th dividuals son times pushing before to look
2 Wias a name wel] known to the populace of backward, sometimes lagging a little behind ;
1 Palestine ; g man, who for three years had e high, shrill cry of the beggar ; and then
come to he generally regarded as a great (he sudden silence, while the Master stands,
healer, an incomparable teacher, g prophet, gnd immediately the disciples form close
and, stranger than anything else, friend of about him, while at a somewhat greater djs-

the common people.  His name was linked tance, but yet closely pressed by curiosity,
| with that of Nazareth, hig early home, be-  (he larger crowd circles around, “Our Lord
cause of the convenience of thus distinguish- turns the discouragers into inviters,” They
ing him from other men of the name of  call the bind man. Eager in thejr thought-
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less, shallow kindliness to do anything the
Master asks.

50. He, casting away his garment, rose,
and came to Jesus, The Greek word is much
stronger than the English “rose:” “leaping
up” better gives the meaning. In his eager-
pess he throws off his outer mantle, and
dashes off to the feet of Jesus. This inci-
dent, as well as the words of comfort, is
given only by Mark.

51. What wilt thou that I should do. “By
this question, as on the occasion of other
miracles, our Lord calls forth a declaration
of faith in his power from the afflicted per-
sons. Thus he ‘went about doing good’ at
once to their bodies and to their souls.”
Observe how accurately the blind man must
reveal his own character and his estimate of
Jesus by what he asks. Lord. The word in
the original is Rabboni, “My Master,” the
same as in John 20, 16, It was a word ex-

[Dee. 9.

pressing a sort of reverent endearment. T'hat
I might receive my sight. His greatest
deprivation is most clamorous, He had never
wanted anything as much as sight, yet prob-
ably he had never asked a man for it before,

52. Thy faith hath made thee whole,
“The work of healing was always dependent
upon the faith of the recipient as really as
on the power of the healer.” [Immediately
he received his sight, and followed Jesus in
the way. He was a beggar, and probabiy
had no family relations. In no case didl
orientals anchor in social life as we do. The
Jews, especially, lived so that two or thres
times a year they could readily leave their
homes and go down to the capital. With a
glad and grateful heart Bartimeus doubt
less at once joined the caravan to Jerusa-
lem. An early legend of the Church says
that Bartimeus was one of the witnesses
who defended our Lord at his trial.

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

THE GREATER JOSHUA,

The names Joshua and Jesus are but
variations in spelling, both meaning ‘‘sa-
viour.” The Old Testament Joshua is for-
ever associated with Jericho, not as its sa-
viour, but as its destroyer. He came with
a mighty army, and the city's walls fell down
at the blast of his trumpets. But Jesus, the
greater Joshua, came to Jericho as a Saviour.
“For the Son of man is not come to destroy
men's lives, but to save them” (Luke 9. 56).
This only recorded instance of his coming to
Jericho, and probably the only time in fact,
is forever associated with two acts of great
grace—the opening of the eyes of blind Bar-
timeus, and the bringing of salvation to the
house of Zaccheus the publican (Luke 19.
1, 2). In harmony with this, the only other
mention of Jericho in the gospels is in con-
nection with the compassionate story of the
good Samaritan,

DISCREPANCIES,

Matthew, Mark, and Luke describe this
miracle, The accounts have differences and
discrepancies. Matthew says there were two
blind men, Mark and Luke speak of but
one. Only Mark gives the name Bartimeus.
Matthew and Mark say it happened as Jesus
and his disciples were departing from Jer-
icho, while Luke states that it was as they
approached the city. It is unprofitable to
waste ingenuity on the attempt to harmon-

ize these discrepancies, They are immate-
rial, The logical force and moral signifi-
cance of the miracle are not affected by the
question as to which side of the city was the
place where it was performed. Such varia-
tions, of which there are not a few in the
gospel history, show two things: first, that
there was no collusion on the part of the
writers, and, second, that the inspirational
guidance given them by the Spirit was not
concerned about incidentals,

IMPORTUNATE PLEADING.

This may properly be called a prayer mir-
acle. Bartimeus was an importunate, ir-
repressible pleader, His case was one of
extreme need, and sight was a prize worth
striving for. His ery had in it the agony of
his long years of night. It was a great but
quickly passing opportunity, He evidently
had heard of Jesus, for he recognized who he
was when his name was mentioned. He had
probably heard of his having given sight to
other blind men—it was but seventeen miles
to Jerusalem, where within less than a year
the eyes of the man born blind had been
opened, a miracle the fame of which was
doubtless widely spread. Bartimeus had
probably long determined what he would do
if Jesus ever came his way. Now that he
was come no refinements of conventional pro-
priety should prevent him from attracting
the Lord's attention. He cried out as a
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drowning man might cry to attract the atten-
tion of a boat passing in the darkness, dnd
when rebuked cried yet more loudly, His
example, and that of the two other blind
men described in Matt, 9, 27, and that of
the Syrophwenician woman, are protests
against languidness in prayer. “The king-
dom of heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force” (Matt, 11, 12),

SAVI'D BY FAITH,

Bartimeus believed on Jesus in a high
sense, He addressed him by the title “Son
of David,” which was the well-understood
designation of the Messiah, And when he
came to Jesus he addre sed him again by
that most reverent title, tabboni,” the title
which broke from the lips of Mary Mag-
dalene in that glad moment when she pec-
ognized the risen Lord by the empty sepul-
cher (John 20, 16). His importunate cry,
the haste with which when bidden he cast
away his garment as he ran to Jesus, the
carnestness with which he presented his de-
vire, and the worshipful titles with which he
addressed Jesus, were all expressions of a
deep and confirmed faith. So Jesus said to
bim, “Thy faith hath made thee whole,” T,
the two other blind men to whom he gave
sight (Matt. 9, 20) he said, as he touched
their e “According to your faith he it
mto you.” To the woman who touched the
liem of his garment he also said, “Thy faith
inth made thee whole.” Tq the woman who
anointed his feet in the house of Simon the
Pharisee he said, “Thy faith hath saved
thee.” He asked for nothing but faith, and
lie never failed to honor it,

SPIRITUAL SIGHT,

The eye is the principal avenue through
waich knowledge comes to the mind. By an
easy and natural process of figurative speech
sight is identified with knowledge, “I gee”
is equivalent to “I understand.”  So light
and darkness are metaphors for knowledge
and ignorance, The faculty for spiritual
discernment is represented as sight, and in-
capacity for spiritual understanding as
blindness. So Christ’s miracles of restoring
sight to the blind are typical of that illumi-
nation of the soul which comes with the
néw birth. Hence the words of the man
born blind, “One thing I know, that, where-
as I was blind, now 1 see,” express the ex-
perience of the converted man. But vision
is not knowledge, only the faculty for knowl-
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edge. He who has seeing eyes has the means
for an indefinite increase of knowledge., All
objects, all landscapes, al) sublimities, al]
beauties, are open to him. Ty him who has
hearing ears all voices, all harmonies, speak,
Faculty is the chief thing, So Clirist’s great
work is to give us spiritual faculty, the
power to see, hear, know, and fee] spiritual
things. But the gift of eyes and ears in-
volves the duty of using them. He that hath
ears to hear, lot him hear; he that hath
€yes to see, let him see, Spiritual sight and
hearing can and ought to be educated, [f
Christ opens our eyes it is our business and
duty to make the most of them,

Thoughts for Young People,
Our Opportunities,

1. The coming of Jesus is the opportunity
for salvation to those who need (verses 46,
47).

2. Those who need must recognize and
embrace their opportunity (verse 47).

3. We should employ ever opportunity
as though it were one only (verse 47).

4. Those who find opportunity of salva-
tion must expect to find with it opposition
(verse 48),

8. The opposition of others should only
increase our earnestness in the use of our
opportunities (verse 48),

6. The opportunity well improved will
bring the needy soul to the feet of Jesus
(verse 50),

7. The right use of opportunities in our
salvation may cost us some self-denial and
sacrifice (verse 51),

8. Those who use their  opportunities
aright will he rewarded with salvation
(verses 51, 52),

Teaching Hints for Intermediate
Classes,

DANGER SIGNALS,

The wise teacher will accept the most
reasonable explanation that he can find of
the seeming discrepancies in the accounts
of the healing of the blind man, or men, as
given by Matthew, Mark, and Luke. He
will be prepared to answer any questions in
reference thereto that may be asked in the
class, but he will not suggest difficulties
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where there is so much of real value to be
taught,
INTRODUCTION.

Jesus is approachirg the last week of his
earthly ministry., At Jericho, then an im-
portant city, about fifteen miles northeast of
Jerusalem, Jesus gives sight to two blind
men, one of whom is

BARTIMEUS,

who was one of a number to whom Jesus
iraculously gave sight (see Matt, 11. 5; 9.
12, i Mark 8. 22-2 John 9.
The teacher should be prepared to
speak briefly of the prevalence of diseases
of the eye in the East. The helplessness
and hopelessness of the life of the class that
Bartimeus represented should be made clear.

LESSON PICTURES.

These are six, and should be presented
vividly :

1. The blind beggar. DPicture him sitting
there by the wayside. Question the class
about blind persons that they have seen
gitting on the streets waiting for alms, or
being led about the city.

2. The approach of Jesus. Picture Jesus
coming along followed by a multitude (verse
4G). Make this scene real by questions:
Who compose this multitude? Who are
they nearest to Jesus? What is Jesus talk-
ing about? Where is he going? etc., ete.

3. Bartimeus's appeal. Ask: When
did Bartimeus cry out? For what did he
ask? What did the bystanders do? What
did Bartimeus then do? What did Jesus do?
What did the bystanders then say?

4. Bartimeus going to Jesus, Picture him
casting away his outer garment, and in the
fullness of faith and expectancy springing
up and going to Jesus. Picture those who
had just rebuked him, now helping him to-
ward the Iealer.

5. The cure, Dwell on verse 51 as an ex-
cellent specimen of direct petition. Show
from verse 52 that there was nothing
partial or incomplete about the cure. Bar-
timeus received his sight instantly.

6. A new follower of Jesus. What did
Jesus tell Bartimeus to do after his healing?
What did Bartimeus do? Why? How did
Bartimeus feel toward God? (Luke 18, 43.)

What did the bystanders do?

[Deec. 9.

AN EXAMPLE OF EARNESTNESS IN SEEKING
A BLESSING.

This lesson offers an excellent .opportunity
of teaching the young how they are to re-
ceive blessings, physical and spiritual, from
the Lord. Look at Bartimeus,

1. He knew just exactly what he wanted.
Have the class repeat the Golden Text.

2. He sought the desired blessing directly
and earnestly. “And when he heard...he
began to cry...have mercy on me” No
time was lost in beginning to ask or in com-
ing to the point.

3. He paid no attention to his surround-
ings. Note: (1) He was blind, (2) He
was poor. (3) A crowd was between him
and Jesus. (4) He was rebuked for his
presumption. He disregarded all these draw-
backs in the intensity of his desire to be
blessed.

4. He let go. Iis old cloak or mantle
would have hindered his getting to Jesus,
so he cast it aside. Multitudes fail to re-
ceive blessings because they are not willing to
let go that which keeps them from the bless-
ing.

5. He sought in faith (verse 52). Our
prayers and our seeking are often pointless
and aimless, because we do not ask and seck

in faith,

Have the class turn to and read Luke 11.
9-13 and Mark 11. 24,

By Way of Illustration.

Bartimeus's opportunity. A great ocean
steamer had gone aground, and every at-
tempt to get her off failed. A passenger
who knew that coast told the captain that
once a year an unusually high tide swept the
shore, and there might be just one night
when the ship could be floated off. They
waited day after day and watched the tide as
it climbed up the vessel's side higher and
higher, The anxiety grew intense when it
was known that on the efforts of the ship
just when the tide was highest their lives
depended, for they were on a harren coast
out of the line of passing vessels. Just at
the moment all steam was put on, and with
tremendous effort the great ship floated into
deep water. This was Bartimeus's oppor-
tunity, and he knew and used it., Some of
our scholars will this day have the bhest
opportunity of all their lives to become
Christians.  Show them the danger of
losing the opportunity.
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Verse 49, 1 was attending a fine parlor
concert where an artist was giving us the
finest music, when g lady, who seemed to he
enjoying the entertainment, suddenly -
clined her heaq away from the piano and
then left the room, The mother's ear heard
the cry of her little child above the sound
of sweetest harmonies, and the mother-heart
hastened to answer, So Jesus in this tri-
nmphal march toward the crucifixion and
resurrection heard anq answered the cry of
a blind beggar, And to-day above the musie
of heaven he hears and heeds our cry for
help,

Verse }9. He had the disciples call Bar-
timeus. e gave them a part in the blessed
work. Te says he has called us to be co-
workers with him in the salvation of the
world. He asks us to call others to him, A
physician said : “When I wag a medical stu-
dent I attended an operation where g great
surgeon did the work, His assistant failed
to come, and he chose me to help him save
that life, How proud I was to he chosen
to help this great man!”  Spurgeon says :
“I realized that God could save the world
without me, but when he told me that 1
might help him I praised him for t)e honor
and the privilege,”

Verse 50. Bartimeus cast aside that which
hindered his going, although he probably
chose to keep it, Young people, you must
cast aside your hindrances, It may be that
some friend will binder you, jt may he an
amusement, it may he your husiness, When
Bartimeus had t choose between his gar-
ment and his sight he chose his sight, and
he would have been a fool to do otherwise,
Don’t choose the garment and so lose your
life.  Don’t choose the little pleasure and
lose eternity,—1eNeil,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Wonder of joy in a moment of time!
Years of darkness; g D
clear

ing opportunity ;
on: a new worlq henceforth, And
all this marvelous change because this man
‘ame near to Jesus, asked with confidence,
and believed hig willingness and power to
give what he asked, Many a soul in spirit-
ual darkness deeper than the night in which

artimeus groped has had revealed to it g
world of spiritual beauty, glorious possibil-
ity, and bh-ssud-lmnn. a path shining more
and more unto the perfect day, in a mo-
ment when Jesus passed by, Tt is a blessed

SUNDAY ScHoor BANNER, 795

immediate salvation,
re would be no hope for some poor souls
who cry out to Jdesus in thejp last moments
of peril if he were not an instant Saviour,

There was g day like this jn our lesson
story in the experience of one whom I know,
I know her well; I know she js no dreame,
and what she affirms of herself jg true, She
was 5o blind that she had no idea of what it
meant to see, She thought the rest of the
world was wrong, and the cause of her blun-
dering, stumbling ways was outside of her-
self.  She saw God very dimly, a long way
off, and did not recognize him as hep Father
and Friend. 7The most she knew of Jesus
was what others told her; ghe had never
been near enough to feel his touch, She did
not see the pegl beauty anq meaning of
life. It was g poor, heggarly existence, de-
pendent upon what the passing throng might
offer, But one d when Jesus was pass-
ing, the Spirit said in her heart, “Rise, he
calleth thee,” anq she discovereqd that she
was blind indeed, anq cried out, “Lord, make
me see!” Ip g moment, as with Bartimeus,
it was done, There was given her a new
view of God, of herself, of life; it was a
new heaven and g new earth, She could
not comprehend it gl at once; like the dawn,
the new day rose before her. Gola and pur-
ple promise ; I'zn'-sll'q-n'lling landscape of op-
portunity; rivers of pleasure ; gardens of
fruit; life never meant anything before, hut
now how rich, how beautiful ! As years
have gone by sight has grown clearer, New
visions open,

Gospel which offers
Ther

Now, standing in the even-
ing shadows, with Supernatural sight ghe
looks beyond the setting sun into a future
stretching on in everlasting light, What if
she had never cried out, “Thou Son of Dy-
vid, have mercy on me?" What she would
have missed through all the years! Anq
there is so little left to see this side of the
sunset hills it would he desolate indeed if
ler vision was not trained fop sight, like
that of sailors on the sea. 1If ghe had not
zed  that opportunity when Jesus was
passing, and the voice said, “Rise, he call-
eth thee,” she might have gone bling forever ;
she might nevep have come so near Jesus
again,

ITe is passing by to-day. He calls you
by this lesson ; by his Spirit in your heart.
Say now to him,

“Open my eyes, light, blessed ways to find—
Jesus, have mercy on me, I am blind,”
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The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a map showing the position of
Jericho in Palestine. ...The events of Bible
history associated with Jericho (very brief-
ly)....Contrast Joshua and Jesus coming
to Jericho....The events of Jesus's sojourn
in Jericho....The condition of Bartimeus
as a type of the sinner: 1. Blind. 2. Poor.
3. Helpless. ...Bartimeus as a seeker:
1. Hearing. 2. Calling. 3. Determined.
4. Coming. 5. Believing....Show here the
way of salvation....Bartimeus as a saved
man: 1. Fully healed, enlightened. 2. Grate-
ful. 3. Following Jesus....Illustrations:
Use of opportunities. Woman of Samaria
(John 4). Ethiopian treasurer (Acts 8).
Lydia (Acts 16)...."Jesus stood still.” A
czar of Russia saw a man drowning, leaped
from his horse, swam in, and rescued him.
So Christ stoops to save his own....Perse-
verance against opposition. Longfellow’s
“Excelsior” as an illustration....See a
beautiful poem by Longfellow describing the
healing of Bartimeus.

Library References.

BARTIMEUS.—Morris, Sacred Biography,
vol, ii, page 420. Neander, Life of Christ,
page 346, Willett, Messiah, page 282,
Pressensé, Jesus Christ, page 448, Farrar,
Life of Christ, vol. ii, page 182. Longfel-
low, I"oems.

Tue MiracLe.—Dover, Ministry of Merey,
page 95. Taylor, Miracles of Our Saviour,
page 400. Trench, Miracles of Our Lord,
page 809. Stemmeyer, Miracles of Our Sav-
iour, page 108.

BrINDNESS.—Reports of the Mission to
the Chinese Blind. DPorter, Syria, page 184,
Thomson, The Land and the Book, vol. i,

.-

LESSON XI. ZACCHEUS THE PUBLICAN.

[Dee. 16.

page 380. McGarvey, Land of the Bible,
page 344,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,

I'm poor, and blind, and wretched.

1 lay my sins on Jesus.

Lord, at thy mercy seat.

Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole.

To Thee 1 come,

Now bless me.

Come, sinners, to the Gospel feast.
I'm kneeling, Lord.

The great Physician,

Blackboard.

\\7/

Y

YHAT WILT THOU?

Jesus shines a light in the world, ais-
pelling the darkness of sin and error. Wher-
ever he is preached the shadows are lifted
and the true light shines. He is the light
of salvation to all who call upon him and
desire it of him. The one wish of poor
blind Bartimeus was that he might receive
his sight, for that was his chief need. What
wilt thou?

[Dec. 16,

GOLDEN TEXT. The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost, Luke 19, 10.

AUTHORIZED VERSION.
Luke 19. 1-10. [ Commit to memory verses 8-10.]

1 And Je'sus entered and passed through
Jer'i-cho.

2 And behold, there was a man named
Zac-che’us, which was the chief among the
publicans, and he was rich.

3 And he sought to see Je'sus who he

REVISED VERSION.

1 And he entered and was passing through
2 Jericho. And behold, a man called by
name Zaccheus; and he was a chief pub-
3 lican, and he was rich.. And he sought
to see Jesus who he was; and could not
for the crowd, because he was little of
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was; and could not for the press, because he
was little of stature,

4 And he ran before, and climbed up into
A sycamore tree to gee him; for he was to
pass that way,

5 And when Jo’suu} came to the place, he
looked up, and saw him, and said unto him,
Zac-che'us, muk(-‘llusn-, and come down ; for
to-day I must abide at thy house,

6 And he made haste, and came down, and
received him Joyfully,

T And when they saw it, they all mur-
mured, saying, 'l'lgn( he was gone to be Buest
with a man that is a sinner,

8 And Zac-che'us stood, and said unto the
Lord ; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I
give to the poor; and if 1T have mkeq any-
thing from any man by false accusatiom, [
restore him fourfold,

9 And Je'sus said unto him, This day is
salvation come to this house, forasmuch as
he also is a son of A’bra-ham.

1¢ For the Son of man is come to geek
and to save that which was lost,

Time,
Place.—The confines of Jericho,

Home Readings,
M. Zaccheus, the Publican. Luke 19, 1-10,
Tu. The gracious call. Matt. 9. 9-13,
. Author of salvation, Heb. 5, 1-9,
Th. Use of opportunity, Isa, 55, 6-13,
F. Thelast first. Matt, 21, 23-32.
S. Seekingthe lost. Matt. 18, 7-14,
8. Confession and salvation, Rom, 10. 1-10,

Lesson Hymns
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 33,

Seeking the lost, yes, kindly entreating
Wanderers on the mountain astray,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 61.

When I was far away and lost ;
Oh, 'tis wonderful |

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 32.

Ob, word of words, the sweetest,
Oh, word, in which there lie.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS,
1. Sceking the Saviour, v, 1-4,

What momentous journey was Jesus now
closing ?

By what route had he come from Galilee?

State some salient points in the history
of Jericho,

Of what profession were many of its in-
habitants ?

ear the end of March, A. D, 30,
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4 stature, And he ran on before, and
climbed up into A sycamore tree to see
him: for he was to pass that way. And
when Jesus came to the place, he looked
up, and said unto him, Zacchseus, make
baste, and come down ; for to-day 1 must
3 abide at thy house, And he made haste,
and came down, and received him joy-
fully. And when they saw it, they all
murmured, saying, He js gone in to lodge
with a man that is g sinner, And Zac-
chw®us stood, and said unto the Lord, Be-
hold, Lord, the half of my goods 1 give
to the poor; and if I have wrongfully ex-
acted aught of any man, I restore four-
fold. And Jesus said unto him, To-day
is salvation come to this house, foras-
much as he also is a son of Abraham, For
the Son 0° man came to seek and to save
that which was lost,

o

x

1(

State what you know about the peculiar
Roman method of collecting taxes,

How, probably, had Zaccheus amassed his
wealth?

What circumstances tended to greatly in-
crease the throng about Jesus as he passed
through Jericho?

What motive may Zaccheus have had
back of his desire to see Jesus?

Had this throng any of the features of g
royal procession?

2. Finding the Saviour,

How would Jesus's princely self-imvitation
probably impress Zaccheus?

How would it undoubtedly impress the
supercilious priestly observers?

What did Zaccheus do?

What did the priestly critics say?

What is the full implication of this epi-
thet “sinner” ag applied to Zaccheus?

3. The Results of Salvation, v, 8-10,

What was the first impulse of this re-
formed sinner?

What was his second determination?

What was the Roman law concerning res-
titution * gains ill-gotten by taxgatherers?

In what sense did Jesus declare Zaccheus
to be a son of Abraham?

Was this rich taxgatherer regarded as a
lost soul by his neighbors of Jericho?

For what is the Son of man come?

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That Christ sees those who are looking
for him?
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. That Christ brings salvation to those
\\llu receive him?
3. That Christ honors some whom others

despise?

FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. Secking the Saviour, v. 1-4.
What miracle had Jesus just performed?
Where did the incidents of this lesson take

QUESTIO

place?

Who sought Jes

Who was

What w his pos

What obstacles were in the we

How did he surmount them?

Was this a brave thing to do for a man
in his position?

If we are really in earnest will difficulties
in the way stop us?

Is there anything between you and Jesus?
2. Finding the Saviour, v. 5T

Did Jesus know his heart's desire?

Is he always ready to meet those
seek him?

How did he address Zaccheus?

Is there any other instance of Christ offer-

who

ing himself as a guest?

What spiritual lesson may be drawn from
thi

How did Zaccheus respond?

Can it be otherwise than joyous if Christ
is our guest?
3. The results of salvation,

How did the crowd feel
action?

What proof did Zaccheus give of a change
of heart?

How did Christ

How was he doubly a

If any have erred is that any r¢
they should be kept from salvati
:N TEXT

v. 810,

about Christ’s

receive it?

“son of Abraham?'
son why
7 GoLb-

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That Jesus is no respecter of persons
9. That the way to begin to seek Jesus
to begin to do right?
That the Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost?

"IONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
In Jericho.

QU

Where was Jesus now?
What was Jericho sometimes called?
City of Palm Trees.”

“The

OL BANNER. [Dec. 16.
Who climbed a tree to see Jesus pass?
Who was Zaccheus?
Who were the publicans?

cred the tares.

What did the Jews think?
were all dishonest,

Why do you think Zaccheus
been dishonest?

Who saw Zaccheus in the tr

What did he say to him?

Was Zaccheus glad to have
him by name?

Would you he?

How did he receive Jesus?

What made some find fault?

What did Zaccheus tell Jesus?

What did Jesus tell him?

When does salvation come to a

When Jesus comes in.

For what did the Son of man come?
Does he know if you are really trying to
get near to him?

Men who gath-
That publicans

may have

Jesus call

house ?

THE LESSON CATECHISM.

(For the entire school.)

1. What means did Zaccheus take to see
Jesus? He climbed into a sycamore tree.

2. What did our Lord tell him he in-
tended to do? To abide in his house.

8. What did Zaccheus say he would do
for the poor? He would give to them half
of his goods.

4. What would he do for those whom le
had wronged by false accusation? He would
restore them  fourfold.

5. What did
salvation come to this house.

6. For what did the Son of man come?
GoLpeN TexT: “The Son of man,”

Jesus say? “This day 15

ete.

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM.
65. What is the mode of baptism? The Scrip
tures do not prescribe any mode as exclusively
valid. The mode commonly practised by our
Church is sprinkling.

66. What are the obligations imposed upon us
by our baptism? The obligations imposed upon
us by our baptism are renunciation of sin, faith
in Christ, and loving obedience to Him.

Acts 22: 16,
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THE LESSON OUTLINE,
A Son of Abraham,

L. H1s ITiNpRANCES,
1. Chief among the publicans, v, 2
teth with, ., -bublicans. Luke
Sinners to repentance,  Matt, 9,
2. IEe was ric,
How hardly. .. . riches. Luke 18, 24,
Temptation and g snare, 1 ']

E:

IL His Purrosk

Sought to sce Jesus, v, ¢
With my whole heart, 1
Do it heartily. Col, 3. 23.

119, 10,

IIL. 118 Promprs

ESS,

Came down, ., Joufully. v. 6,

EXPLANATORY AN

Three groups of facts weave themselves into
sented to us by this lesson—facts connected with
of Jewish publicans, and with this last journey
Jjourney he ever made, Last Sunday we familiarized ourselves with the surroundings of Je
alow, hot plain near to the Jordan, Which, howevye
misrule will permit it, like the “garden of the Lord,
situated with such rape advantages on g main road of traffic, might be
to Rome, In proportion to the greatness of these revenues and the vigor with which they were
would arise bitter hatred against the chief publican,
consideration led the loyal Iebrew to hate publicans,
be one of his twelye apostles, had spoken g nota
publican with a hypocritical Pharisee, and had frequently made charitable references to public,
and sinners. No wonder that these wealthy oute

Messiah. This disposition 1

enemies alike recognized this,

34,

Made haste, ,
60,
Gladly received his word,
IV. s Liseraviry,

The half of my goods. v, 8.
Charge them that are rich, 1 Tim, ¢, 17,
More blessed to give, Acts 20, :

V. s Jusrice,

If I have taken, «ourestore, v, 8,
To do Justly. Mic, 6.
Learn to do well,

VL His Satvatiow,

Nalvation. .. .to this house, v, 9,
They which are of faith. Gal, 3
Came to saye sinners, 1 Tim, 1,

«.delayed not, Psa. 119,

Acts 2, 41,

. 1. 16, 17,

D PRACTICAL NOTES.

a curious background for the beautiful picture pre-
the city of Jericho, with the character and standing
f Jesus to Jerus

*m, 80 radically unlike any other
richo, on

Iy even to-day smiles as of old, whenever Turkish

A town so lavishly endowed as was Jericho, and
expected to pay large revenues
collected
Every religious and patriotic and prudential
But Jesus had already chosen g publican to

wble parable which favorably contrasted a devout

ans
s showed a strong disposition to support such g

" have been especially shown during the last Jjourney of Jesus to Jeru-
salem, which was very evidently Jjourney toward the climax and crisis of his career,
The common people who heard him gladly were now for the second

F

ends and

time aroused to vague hopes that in spite of his unworldly spirit he might assume the crown and
scepter of Jewry, and the high priests and rulers had a corresponding terror of oup Lord’s arrival at

the capital,

Just how they regarded him we cannot certainly s
tive people of Jerusalem were in terror of the approach of his caray:

but very probably the conserva-
an, which, with every mile of its

progress, took on a more and more triumphal character,

—

Verse 1. Jesus entered

through Jervicho, This is the
and “passage through” referred to
* 46 of our last lesson, It is fair to
assume that Zaccheus lived in the “Roman
city” of Jericho,

2. A man named Zaccheus, Concerning
him no fact is recorded other than that we
ere about to study. The chicf among the pub-
heans was presumably a man of conspicuous
mental forc The lower grade of publicans,
those who personally extorted taxes
resisting or  sullen citizens, were
brutes, men of hard hearts and

and  passed

same “en-

from
human
thoroughly

unserupulous. Jut

their “chjef” must, in
spite of social ostracism, have ranked higher
in the community, [e may have heen, prob-
ably was, just as bad at heart as they, bhut
lie did not do his own dirty work, The right
to collect the taxes due from a province
was sold at auction in Rome to capitalists,
who employed natives of various social
grades to do the collecting.  Zaccheus stood
midway in rank, He took his orders from
the Roman receiver-general, and in turn
gave orders to underlings who robbed the
publie, the power of Rome was behind
the publicans to enforce their demands, and
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as their work was never strictly supervised,
the temptation to fraud and extortion was
great. He was rich, This was both cause
and effect of his being “chief among the pub-
licans.”

3. He sought to see Jesus who he was.
The evangelist's phraseology emphasizes the
superficial curiosity of Zaccheus, He did
not seek to hear Jesus, but to see him, just
as in recent times processions with Li Hung
Chang or the Shah of Persia in them have
drawn crowds.

4, He ran before. Hastened to a good
point of view before the procession reached
him. The only chance the little man would
have. Climbed up into a sycamore tree. An
“Egyptian fig"” tree, which has low spread-
ing branches.

5. Zaccheus, make haste, and come down ;
for to-day I must abide at thy house. The
outline suggested for the teaching of this
lesson presents three topics: Seeking and
Finding the Saviour, and the Results of
Salvation. This verse is the first of three
which are set apart to illustrate finding the
Saviour; and in our religious thinking, writ-
ing, and speaking we are apt to think of
Zaccheus as a specimen heedless sinner, to
whom the divine call unexpectedly came.
It is well thus to treat the narrative; but
this profound truth does not exhaust the
teachings of the passage. We must remem-
ber that our Lord might already be said to
have begun his triumphal procession. All
the way from Perea to Jerusalem, including
the remarkable events at Jericho and at
Bethany, the singing, exulting multitudes
led him in triumph. We see all the events
of the last two weeks under the shadow of
the cross, but the disciples of our Lord and
the attendant Pharisees and scribes and
priests did not so see them, and to them his
deliberate choice of Zaccheus from among
all the citizens of Jericho was full of mean-
ing—a meaning that does not readily come
to us as we read the story. It carries with
it the kernel of that statement that the Son
of God came not to save the righteous but
sinners; it told the truth of that other re-
markable statement that harlots and pub-
licans shall enter the kingdom of God while
the children of the kingdom are shut out.
Our Lord's invitation to Zaccheus said as
plainly as if the words had been uttered,
“You are the fittest man in all this town to
entertain me.” It was an awful rebuke of
the priesthood, and of that hypocritical con-
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ventional moral propriety which as a thin
crust so often covers reeking iniquity.

6. lHe made haste, and came down, and
received him joyfully. This verse justifies
the command made in the last verse. Zac-
cheus's joyful haste shows his character,
Pharisees had invited our Lord to banquets,
when it was prudent to do so; but most of
the Pharisees and scribes would have very
grudgingly met such a self-invitation as this:
but Zaccheus loved the characteristics which
he saw in Jesus. Doubtless he was at heart
a seeker before he found a Saviour.

7. When they saw it, they all murmured.
This gushing, inconsiderate throng, who
sounded our Lord's praises one moment and
criticised him the next, who ordered Barti-
meus to be silent and almost immediately
said, “Rise, be of good comfort, the Master
calleth for thee,” helps us to understand how
the triumphal song, “Blessed is he that com-
eth in the name of the Lord,” was so speed
y succeeded by the wild cry, “Crucify him.
crucify him!” Till a man is converted he
can never be reconciled to the way God dis-
penses his favors. He was gone to be guest
with @ man that is a sinner. That Zaccheus
was a publican was enough. 7'hat broke ev-
ery law of patriotism and ecclesiasticism,
and it was a crime in the mind of the aver-
oge Jew even to associate with such a man.

8. Zaccheus stood, Doubtless an hour
or two or three had passed between the
events of verses 7 and 8. The feast was
spread, such guests as Zaccheus could com-
mand had been summoned, the poor linad
the walls, Zaccheus had placed our Lord
in the seat of honor, conversation had be-
gun, pearls of wisdom had been given hy
the Galilean Messiah to that heterogeneous
crowd., Then came the greatest sensation of
the day, when the host himself arose, and
with great gravity made the following con-
fession and pledge: Behold, Lord, the half
of my goods I give to the poor. Notice in
this the profound reverence Zaccheus fel
toward our Lord. Ie turns to him as the
representative of all ecel stical and ra-
tional power. Notice, too, that what we are
apt to call generosity (though much of it
would he the merest justice) came in this
case before what we are apt to call justice,
Of course, the publican’s conduct would have
been unjust if more than half of his goods
had heen taken from others by false ac-
cusation, for it was his duty to pay all his
debts before he gave. But fifty per cent t.o
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benevolence ! If I have taken anything from
any man by false accusation, I restore him
fourfold. This was in strict accord with
the moral jdeas of the ancients, which,
strange to say, in many regards were in ad-
vance of those prevalent in Christian coun-
tries nineteen hundred years after our Lord's
teachings, The Roman law obliged publi-
‘cans to make fourfold restitution when j
could be proved that they haq abused thejy
power.  No man is a true follower of Christ
who is not hoth Jjust and generous,

9. This day iy salvation come to this
house,  Salvation from the vile doom in both
worlds to which public opinion had sen-
tenced Zacchey Jesus, the prophet of Nagz
areth and Galilee, the Mes iah, on the direct
route, as most of the crowd believed, to as-
sume his throne in Jer ilem, reverses pub-
lic opinion and pronounces the salvation of
this man, forasmuch as he also is a son of
Abraham. e haq forfeited his sonship by
his vile profession, but he is now restored

EAGER INTE|
If we may accept Luke's account as cor-
rect, the miracle of restoring sight to blind
Bartimeus was near Jericho as Jesus was
approaching it from the east, A consider-
able multitude (verse 36) was with him then,
The report of so notable a miracle must haye
spread rapidly, and the praises of the ge-
vompanying crowd, who “gave praise unto
God” on account of the miracle, must in-
evitably have attracted much attention, So
that when Jesug entered Jericho we can
easily imagine that the streets along which
e passed must have bheen thronged, Al
were trying to get near to him, at least to
see him, all were talking of him, and an
were following after him.  The “City  of
Palms” was in a state of enthusiastic ex-
citement,

ZACCHEUS THE TAXGATHERER,

Among those most eager to see Jesus wag
Zaccheus, chief of the taxgatherers, g
wealthy man, The name indicates that he
was a Jew, which wonld increase the pop-
ular hatred for him in his odious office, Jor-
icho was a very important revenne city, it
being the chief point for the collection of
duties in the trade between the Roman proy-
ince and the domains of Herod Antipas,
The publicans, particularly the chief pub-
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Ly this inexplicable rabbi, That g spiritual
transformation wags also wrought ip Zac-
cheus at this time the narrative implies,
The incident in every part is full of comfort
to all whoe, out of fayor with their fellow-
men, long for the favor of God,

10. The Son of man, Everyone woulq
recognize that by this phrase Jesus referred
to himself, 7 geef and to save, The seek-
ing shows his love, the saving shows
power.  T'hat which was lost.  Out of God's
household, i which  has leen
wisely selected ag the Golden Text of the
lesson, contains (he gist and marrow not
only of the incident we are studying, but of
the whole career and teaching of Jq us, and
of the whole history anaq doctrines of Chis-
tiani in so far gg (‘Iu‘islinnil_\' really the
offspring of our Lord, Wherevey churches
or individual Chyij ians neglect 1o seek and
to save that which js lost, or keep hefore
them any other ideal than this, they are un-
true to the spivit of their divine Lord,

his

verse,

ICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

lic had  great opportunity to make
large profits out of their office through
fraud and extortion,  This dishonest ox-
action was thejp special sin (Luke 3. 13),
Zaccheus recognizes this il reputation of his
class (verse 8), His words, however, ape
not to be taken as g confession that he had
practiced extortion, It is probable that his
eager desire to see Jesug sprang from some-
thing deeper than the contagion of popular
enthusiasm anq curiosity, Ile probably had
heard how graciously Jesus had treated his
fellow-publicans a little while before and
vot far distant (Luke 15. 1, 2). He may
even have been aware that one of Christ’s
disciples was a publican, l':\'«‘l'_\‘l'lilll.’ in-
dicates that he was deeply interestod in Je-
sus.  The means he adopted to enable him
to see Jesus show the energy and quick re-
sourcefulness that had doubtless secured fop
him chief position in his profession,

JESUS waAS IMPOLITIC,

Jesus was most impolitic in many things

which he did, This case is a striking in-
stance, He was being carried forward on a
great wave of popularity,  Iis passage

through Jericho was a triumphal procession,
In the midst of that popularity he did a
thing that set everybody to murmuring
against him. e stopped under a tree into
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which the most unpopular man in the city
had climbed, called him down, and announced
in the hearing of the people that he wished
to be his guest. Then, before all eyes, he
went to the house of this man who in the
public estimation was the most bateful of
sinners, Zaccheus was not expecting any
recognition; so it was only necessary that
Jesus should have passed by without as-
suming to have seen him, and there would
have been no offense to anyone,  The “pol-
icy” of Jesus evidently was not that of
worldly wisdom. We have frequently before
seen him throwing cold water on popular
enthusiasm.  How little interest mere flat-
tering demonstrations could have had for
him at that time, and with what deeper
thoughts he was occupied we may learn by
reading Luke 18, 31-34 and Mark 9. 31,
Ile was only about one week from the cross,

A SUDDEN CONVERSION,

Zaccheus was suddenly converted. When
he climbed into that tree he had no expecta-
tion of anything more than a sight of Jesus
as he passed along the street; when his feet
touched the ground, as he came down, he
was Christ’s disciple, Conversion proper is
perhaps always instantaneous, for on the
human side it consists in a changed volition-
al attitude, and the will does not act grad-
ually but instantly, Many influences may
lead up to that act, many even unconscious
processes in the mind may prepare for it,
but what we ecall conversion is a crisis-point
at which the will makes a revolutionary de-
cision, The immediate occasion of that de-
cision may be some wholly unexpected hap-
pening, such as Christ's call to Zaccheus to
come down from the tree, the vision which
burst upon ul as he journeyed toward
Damascus, the fear and astonishment which
came to the jailer at Philippi, the boy's
street cry of “Tolle lege, tolle lege” (“Take
and read, take and read”), which came to
the profligate young Augustine; or it may
lie the result of long-continued and quiet
influences, the issue of deliberate reflection.
But however it is reached there is a moment
when the will surrenders and the soul’s at-
titude toward God changes, and that is con-
version. That is the human side of it; there
is a divine side also,

THE ETHICS OF CONVERSION,
Conversion is a moral change, and will
show itself in a new line of moral activ-
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ities, Salvation is not attained to by good
works, but good works will certainly follow
the experience of salvation. If a man's mind
is changed, his heart changed, and his mo-
tives changed, his conduct will surely be
changed also. Any alleged conversion that
does not carry with it works of righteousness
is an illusion, When a man becomes a Chris-
tian he will do the works of Christ. Saul's
changed attitude of will was manifested in
his question, “Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do?’ We know that Zaccheus was a
new man because of the new deeds he
pledged himself to. A mere emotional explo-
sion that does not change a man's conduct
must not be called a conversion,

BENEVOLENCE AND JUSTICE.

Because Christ had come into his life Zac-
cheus proposed to do two things: first, to
give half of his goods to the poor; second,
to restore fourfold if he had taken from
any man unjustly., That is, he proposed to
be benevolent in a large way, and to be just.
Half should go to the poor; out of the re
maining half he would make restitution.
Perhaps the current maxim, “Be just first,
then liberal,” is correct if properly inter
preted. But in reality it is made to do
about the same kind of duty as the saying,
“Charity begins at home,” Justice is given
such an interpretation as to leave no chance
for liberality, and home charities are made
to swallow everything. When property
consecrated there will be no conflict between
justice and benevolence, nor between “home”
and “foreign.”” The Christ-spirit includes
the near and the far,

ORGANIZED BENEVOLENCE,

ving to the poor directly for the supply
of their immediate demand for food and
clothing was about the only method of char-
ity known in Christ's time. But we have
many more and better opportunities for
helping the poor than Zacchens had. Onr
charities are organized and our almsgiving
may be more wisely applied. Schools, op-
portunities to earn equitable wages, |

pitals, moral stimulus to higher ideals, «o-
cial sympathy, the removal of temptations
to vice, the maintenance of a helpful and
wholesome environment—in all these wuys
we are learning in the hest way to help the
poor. And yet the utter helpless, the al
lutely dependent poor, are always with
and them we must directly feed and clothe.
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Thoughts for Young People,

Conditions of Friendship with Jesus,

1. l”ricmlul:ip with Jesus g not condi-
tional upon respectability of character,
For Zaccheus's reputation was evidently
bad, and his business was go shameful as to
make him a social outecast,

2. Friendship with Jesus g not condi-
tioned upon previous purity of heart, For
Zacchens had been unscrupulous in the col-
lection of taxes, and nobody would have
thought of him as being the burest man in
that “city of priests,”  The pure Christ
chose him, nevertheless, to he his host,

3. Friendship with, Jesus is ot always
initiated by public demonstrations, “Kneel-
ing at the altar” and similar manifestations
are unspeakably helpfu) as steps toward that
frivmlship: but it is g thing of the heart,
and beging in one's innep consciousness far
beyond the range of other's eyes.  “Pul.-
licans” ang “sinners,” whom we despise,
may, at this very moment, unseen by us, pe
eagerly climbing into positions whence they
may see the Lord when he shall “pass that
way,”

4. No one can win the friendship of Je-
sus who does not feel his lost condition,
Christ came to seck and to save the lost,
The x(-l[-riuhlvousnvss of the Pharisee prac-
tically excludes him from the circle of Je-
sus's friends,

5. No one can win the friendship of Jesus
who does not greatly desire it, Wich what
haste Zaccheus descended the tree and ran
o his home to welcome the Lord! OQup
Lord’s frivn(lxhip is not thrust upon any
one against his will,

6. Fricndship with Jesus cannot pe main-
tained without conformity to his lofty law
of justice, 1t was a matter of course that
the repentant ang saved Zaccheus returned,
with lavigh interest, the wealth he had yp-
Justly taken, A trye Christian man cannot
consciously wrong others,

7. No true friend of Jesus can pe un-
sumpathetie, op stingy, or self-centered,
Benevolence to the needy was gs direct an
outcome of Zaccheus's conversion as wag
Justice to his business associates,

—

Teaching Hints for Intermediate
Classes,

TNTHOI)[.‘(‘TION.
This lesson follows the lagst one so closely
that no time need be spent on the connection,
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The time is the last of March, A, D, 30,
and the place Jericho,

As a rule, the truth that s most applic-
able to the present needs g the one that
should he selected for t)e pupils, but, oc-
casionally, g lesson should be fixed in the
minds of Young people ip such a way that
they may be able to recall jt in ¥
come.  Exampleg of such lessons are
Prodigal Son" and our lesson for to-day,

Have the pupils take thejp pads and print,

INNER,
EEKER,
AVIOUR,
AINT,

and then by questioning develop the lesson
as follows ;
A SINNER,

Ask: What was bis name? Wpat does
that word mean? How do you know he was
a sinner? (Verse 7.) What w as his occy-
pation?  Hag he been successful? (Verge
2.) What is the world’s test of g successfu]
man? What jg God’s test?

A SEEKER,

Ask: Whom diq Zaccheus wigh to see?
Why? What interfered with his seeing Jeo
sus? (Verse 3.) What did he do? What
did this action indicate? What did Jesus
do? What did he say? What did Zacche-
us do? How did he feel?

A SAVIOUR,

Ask: For what did Jesus come into the
world? Havye the class repeat the Golden
Text ; explain it anq press it home untj) all
understand its meaning, What diq Zaccheus
expect of Jesus? What diq Jesus give to
him?  (Verse 9.) (Be ready to explain the
meaning of the Statement, “Je also is a son
of Abraham ;” “This expression wag prob-
ably used with reference to the sneers of
Pharisees against publicans and sinners,
being unworthy of eterna] life.”)
better gift could Jesus give to him From
what had Zaccheus salvation ? (The teacher
should not take it for granted that the pupils
understangd the meaning of the term “salvy
tion,” but should explain it,)

as

What

A BAINT,
A saint is g person who is freed from
his sin, Ask: How did Zaccheus become g
saint?  How did he prove that he had 1n-
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come a saint? (Verse 8.) What should
Christians do in regard to their sins?
(1 John 1, 8, 9.) What example set by Zac-
cheus should Christians follow?

A CONTRAST.

Review rapidly the lesson of two weeks
ago—"The Rich Young Ruler.” By ques-
tioning ascertain whether the pupils under-
stand why the ruler did not enter the king-
dom. Then explain why Zaccheus was able to
enter the kingdom so readily. To make the
point all the more impressive have the pu-
pils realize that the young ruler was a much
petter man than Zaccheus, because he had
kept all the commandments, and Zaccheus
1 broken a number of them, The two men
were alike in the possession of position and
riches.  What was the difference hetween
them? Zacchens was willing to part with
his possessions for the kingdom's sake, the
young ruler was not. Herein is the great
contrast between the two.

APPLICATION.

each: It is not what a person is or has
that gives him a right to entrance into the
kingdom. It not what he has or has not,
what he is or is not, that keeps him out of
the kingdom. On what, then, does his rela-
tion to the kingdom depend? On his willing-
ness to accept Christ as his Saviour, his
Lord, and his Master. Only as he does this
will lie be happy in the kingdom and able to
obey its laws.

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 2. What does Christianity owe to
the man who has good clothes and a fine
house and money, and who is a social out-
cast or a renegade from the Church? In
our enthusiasm to care for the man by the
1oadside we have almost forgotten the man
in the tree. The Church is interested in
drunkards, but how about the rumseller?
Are preachers and Church members apt to
consider them utterly lost and unworthy any
ministrations? The Church builds schools
and sends teachers to the ignorant. What
are we doing for the college graduates who
have fallen among philosophers and seien-
tists who have stripped them of their early
beliefs and left them spiritually half dead?
Do not Christians regard them with horror

[Dec. 16.

and suspicion? The Church must do its
duty by the rich as well as the poor. Jesug
came to save the man in the tree as well as
the man on the ground.—. I. Jefferson.
Verses 3, 4. A man said in prayer meet-
ing: “Sometimes I feel like Zaccheus down
in the crowd. My stature spiritually is
pretty short, and worldly affairs crowd
around me to shut out Jesus Christ, What
shall T do then? I do what Zaccheus did.
I get where I can see Jesus. This prayer
meeting is a good place from which to see
Jesus, And so is God's word and my own
closet and the company of saints. We have
many trees which help us to see Jesus,”

The touch of lore. *When did your ref-
ormation begin’ was asked of a Christian
worker in London who had once been a
criminal,  “With my talk with Lord Shaftes-
bury,” “What did he say to you" “I don't
remember much, exc@pt that he took my hand
in his and said, “Jack, you'll be a man yet!”
It was the touch of his hand, electrified by

his soul of love,

Verse 8. We would like to have a work
that reaches men's pockets, I can imagine
one of Zaccheus' servants going to a neigh-
bor next morning with a check of one hun-
dred dollars. “What is this for?” asks the
“My defrauded you of

fow years ago and this
That would give con-
conversion.—Moody.

fidence in Zacchen

It has been well said that “a personal con-
secration” should be spelled “a purse-and-
all consecration.” And when a United
States official recently received a sum of res
{itution money from a man who said he had
been converted the official said, “I believe it
more by this restitution of a hundred dollar
than though he had given a thousand dollars
to chavity.”

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Why Zaccheus sought to see Jesus T do
not know. Possibly curiosity was the first
reason. But it matters little why he wished
to see him or how he accomplished it; the
important fact is that he did see him, and
was a happy man in consequence. Men and
women have gone to revival meetings out of
curiosity to see and hear what was going
on; they have even gone to “make fun,” and
the Spirit of God has touched them, and
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they have been surprised, as Zaccheus was,
to find curiosity changed o love and fellow-
ship with Jesus, It seems strange this can
be so, but Jesus's own word explains it :
“The Son of man js come to seek and to
save that which jg lost.”  Ioweyer ad-
verse (Nll\\'lll"' (‘il'('lll”.\'““ll'l'N may seem, Yyou
may be very sure nothing outside of your-
N really keep You from your Saviour
sire with all your heart to find him,
; keeps him from us except the shut-

ting of our own heart's door,

Zaccheus was a model seeker for Jesus,
He had heard much about him, now pe was
determined to gee him for himself, There
were many hindrances, The crowd, prais-
ing God for the healing of Bartimeus, was
directly in hig way; it quite shut Jesus
from his sight, Well-meaning but too vocif-
erous people, who talk more than they do,
and shout his braise more than they live it,
are often in the way of those who truly
wish to see him, Zaccheus was hindered by
his business, I1e had grown rich by op-
pressing the poor; his fellow-citizens did not
respect him, and he must have lost his own
self-respect ag everyone does who jg not
honest and upright in his deg ngs. Such g
sense of meanness and unworthiness greatly
hinders a soul from seeing Jesus, But while
these and many other difficulties were real,
and would havye prevented Zaccheus from
seeing him if he haq Yielded to them, he over-
came all,and gained even more than he hoped
for. The outward hindrances he conquered
by using the means his own good sense and
enterprise suggested, The inward hindrances
Jesus himself overcame as soon as he saw
that Zaccheus was in real earnest angd was
doing all in his power to get a sight of
lim. His past life, his sense of un-
worthiness, his sin, Jesus seemed to forget
entively,  As if e had always been one
of his nearest friends, he said in the hear-
ing of those who knew just what sort of
4 man he was, “Zaccheus, make haste, come
down; I am coming fo be your guest to-
day!” “What! going to he g guest with a
man that is a sinner?” cried the astonished
crowd!  “Strange he prefers Zacchens to
s who have been shouting his praise with
all our might.”  Yes, with a sinner who sin-
cerely, joyfully welcomed him, 8o he always
Not tears of repentance ; not efforts
o do better; only a sincere desire to see Je-
“us, carried out with firm purpose which no
obstacles can conquer, will bring him into

does,
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eur hearts to abide the very day he sees in
us that desire and purpose,

The coming of Jesus to abide with him
made Zaccheus a changed man, He could
not be mean op selfish any more, His past
life looked so hateful in the presence of the
pure and loving Jes, ! His true repent-
ance began when he saw himself in contrast
with the One who had condescended to e
bis friend, [1js first thought was to make
restitution for the wrong he had done; to
show justice fop injustice, kindness fop op-
pression, Salvation had come to him—sal-
vation not in profession, hut in the root and
spring of his desire and purpose,

“Glory he to God,” says Dy, Plummer,
“there is such g thing as conversion, To he
converted is to typy from self, self-will,
sﬂlf-l‘i;.:hlvousnl-ss, all sq‘lf—t‘unlid\-nc-v, and
from sin itself, and to he turned to Christ,”
Salvation came to Zaccheus through a desire
to see Jesus so strong that no hindrance
could haffle it ; prompt obedience to the call
of Jesus to c‘ome to him; and the Jjoyful
acceptance without question of a great Sav-
lour offered to g great sinner, So may sal-
vation come thig day to you,

—

The Teachers’ Meeting,

Environments of the lesson: (1) Make a
skvlvh-nmp showing Perea, Jericho, and
.lurnsnlmn: (2) Describe dericho, “the city
of priests ;” (3) Define g “publican ;" draw
out from the class why publicans were de-
spised; (4) Time in Chris s life when this
took place «.Teachings of this lesson ag
to (1) The character of Christ; (2) The
way of salvation ; (3) The duty of a Chris-
tian, Characteristics of Zaccheus as g
sincere seeker of Christ: (1) Hjs sense of
need; (2) Ilis sincerity ; (3) His determing-
tion; (4) His promiptitude ; (5) His sor-
row for sin; (6) Iis righteous endeavors

-Characteristics of Jesus ag g divine
Saviour: (1) Ife notices individuals ; (2)
He chooses those that need and (os re him;
M) He calls those he chooses : (4) He is
merciful toward those who seek him; (5)
He saves to the uttermost - Additional
practical lessons: (1) Change of heart ijs
evidenced hy change of life (2) Reparation
of wrongs is a Christian duty; (8) Jesus is
no respecter of persons; (4) The presence
of Christ makes us conscious of our moral
condition,
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All for Thee.

My Jesus, as thou wilt,

1 heard the voice of Jesus.
Jesus, Lover of my soul.
Lead me, precious Saviour.

Jesus, thou everlasting King.
The name of Jesus.

The Saviour calls,

I will follow thee.

Jesus Christ is passing by.

Library References.
Zacengrs.—Andrews, Life of Our Lord,
Morris, Sacred Biography, vol.
ii, page 436. Wickes, The Non of Man,
page S4.  Neander, Life of Christ, page
346, Pressensé, Jesus Christ, page 448,
Farrar, Life of Christ, vol. ii, page 183, sq.
Robertson, Sermons, vol. i,

Sycamore.—Thomson,
Book, vol. iii, page 113. Tristram, Natural
History of the Bible, page 397, Tristram,
Land of Israel, page 509, Wilkinson, An-
cient Egypt, vol. ii, page 110. Geikie, Holy

Land, vol. i, page 133.

page 394,

Land and the

SERMONS ON TIHE LESSON.
Verse Homiletic Review, vol.
xxxvii, page §

Verse 4.—Macmillan, IL, The Spring of
the Day, page 207.
Verse 5.—1he Pulpit, London, vol. Ixxix,

page 101,
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Verse 8. illotson, J., Works, vol. vii,
pages 447, 465, Chillingworth, Works, page
631, The Pulpit, London, vol. Ixxiv, page

orse 0.—The Pulpit, London, vol. Ixxi,
page vol. Ixxx, pages 41, {
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KNOCK opPEN

How glad Zaccheus must have been to
have Jesus as his guest, and how joyfully he
roceived him! He did not lock the door
when the Master said he would abide at his
house that day. Yet that is just what some
do when they know he is coming. They hear
him knock and let him stand without, while
the strong bar of their “will” shuts him
out. His presence would transform the life,
and dispel all forms of sin. O that they
would open to him who has waited and
knocked so long, lest he turn away grieved
and strive no longer to enter the chamber

of the heart.

-

LESSON XII. CHRISTMAS LESSON.
GOLDEN TEXT. Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.

AuTnoRriZED VERSION.

Matt. 2. 1-11. [ Commit to memory verses 4-6.)

1 Now_when Je'sus was born in Beth'le-
hem of Ju-de'a in the days of Her'od the
king, behold, there came wise men from the
east to Je-ru'sa-lem,

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King
of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the
east, and are come to worship him.

3 When Her'od the king had heard these
things, he was troubled, and all Je-ru'sa-lem
with him.

4 And when he had gathered all the chief

[Dec. 23.

2 Cor. 9. 15.

REVISED VERSION.

1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem of Judma in the days of Ilerod the
king, behold, wise men from the east

2 came to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he
that is born King of the Jews? for we
saw his star in the east, and are come 0

3 worship him. And when Herod the king
heard it, he was troubled, and all Jeru-

4 salem with him. And gathering together
all the chief priests and scribes of the
people, he inquired of them where the

5 Christ should be born. And they said
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priests and scribes of (he people together,
demanded of them where Christ should
Lorn,

5 And they said unt
ot Jdu-de'n: for thus j
prophet,

6 And thon Beth'le-hem, j, the |
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0 him, Ip Beth'le-hem
IS written by the

and of

807
he

unto him, In Be
be

thus it is written by the brophet,
G And thou Bethlehom, land of Judah,
Art in no wise least among the princes
of Judal ;
For out of thee

thlehem of Judwa : for

shall come forth a goy-

ernor,
e s S R s ol
ernor, that shall pyje my people Is'ry-el, Israel,
7 Then Herod privily calleq the wise men,
7 Then Her'oq, When he had privily called and learned of thep carefully what time
the wise men, inquired of them nlili;:vmly 4 : e ;
what time the sgyy appeared, 8 the star appeared,

S And hLe sent them to Beth'le-hem,
said, Go angd search diligently
child : and when ye have foun
me word again, thyt
ship him also,

9 When they haqd heard the king, they de.
parted ; and Jo, the star, which they saw iy
the east, went before ther
stood over where th

10 When they
with exceeding g

© Young child wysg,

reat joy,

11 And when
house, they
his mother
him : and wh
"

they were come into {he
saw the young child with Ma'ry
and fell down, anqd worshiped

" had opened their treps-
res, they presented unto him gifts; gold,
and frankincense, and myrrh,

Time.—The very end of B, C,
B o 8

Home Readings,
M. Christmas I, son.  Matt, 2, 1-11,
7, Herod's cruelty,  Matt, 2, 12-23,
W, Simeon anq Anna, Luke 2, 40,
Th. Prophecy of Christ, Isa, 9, 1-7,
F. Sentof God, 1 John 4, 9-19,
A The living word. John 1, 1-14,
8. Revealed to shepherds, Luke 2. 8-18,

Lesson Hymns

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 299,
Angels, from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o'er all the earth,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 300,

Brightest and best of the

sons of the
morning,

Dawn on our darkneaa,

and lend us
thine aid,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 302,
Hark ! what mean those holy voices,
Sweetly sounding through the skies?

for the young
v him, bring
may come and oy

. till it came apg

w the star, they rejoiced

And he
aid, Go and
refully concerning the young child ; anqg
when ye haye found him, bring me word,
that 1 also may come angd worship him,

And they, having heard (he king, went
o their way

and lo, the star, which they
1 saw in the east, went hefore them, til jr
“ame and stogd over where the Young
10 child wy And when they saw the star,
they rejoiced with exceeding gregt
11 Ana they came into the house
the young child with Mary his mother ;
and they fe down and we 'shiped i :
and opening their treasures they offered
unto him gifts, gold anq frankincense and
myrrh,

it them to

Bethlehem, and s,

arch out

Joy.
and saw

5, or early in QUESTIONS

'OR SENIOR SCHOLARS,
1. The Light of the Ntar, v, 1
What is the story of tlhe
told in legendy
What was the course
taken?

)

wise men gy
which they haq

How long woulqd a journey
to Judea take?

For what had the I
famous?

from Persiq

Bast for centuries been
1 Kings 4. 30,
If these men were led by g star, why diq
they uncertainly go to Jerusalem ?
Where was Jesus born ¥
Who was now ruler of Judea?
What question did they ask?
To what public
this question lead?
Whose prophecy was thug quoted?
How many distinet announce
thus made that Jesy
What classes o
thus informed thy

official announcement djq

ments were
s had been horn?

f the world's society were
t the King had come?
2. The Lioht of the &, riptures, v, 3.6,

Who were alarmed |y
question of the wise men?

What message would haye quieted thejr
fears? Luke 2, 10,

the coming and
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What are the supernatural elements in
this story?
Where did the Magi find the King they
sought ?
8. T'he Light of the World, v,
What command did Herod g
men’?
How were the seekers guided to the King?
How did the sight of the star affect them?
Were they disappointed in finding only

711,
ive the wise

a child?

Do the circumstances afford any hint as
to his age?

What was the supreme act of these men's
lives”

Was the child ever worshiped again in his
life?

Of what was the first worship typical?

What gifts did the wise men present to
him?

What prophecy was thus fulfilled?

How was the star itself an illustration
of Christ’s work for men?

What did Jesus call himself when, years
afterward, he taught in the temple?

How is Christ the Light of the world?

What is the true title of this King? Rev.
19. 16,

What other title does Paul give him?
1 Tim, 1. 17,

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. These wise men sought the King where
they supposed the King would be, in Jeru-
salem. He was not there. We often’ think
we see God when we go where earthly wis-
dom prompts, and fail to find him,

2, These wise men zave the best they had
to give, gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And
we give, what?

3. These Eastern heathen, we might say,
told the Church that the King was horn.
The Church gave answer where he should
be born : the heathen sought him, the Church
forgot him. Whom are we imitating to-day,
Church or wise men?

FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.
1. The Light of the Star, v. 1, 2.
What is the office of a star?
Whom does this star symbolize?

QUESTIONS

What did the star of Bethlehem announce?

To whom was the star sent?
Whom do these strangers represent ?

What spiritual lesson does the guidance

of the star teach?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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Where did the wise men go for informa-
tion?
2. The Light of the Neripturcs, v.

How did the news of the Naviour's
uffect erod?

What steps did he taketo find Christ?

Did the scribes know where the Messiah
was to be horn?

Why did the wise men seek Jesus?

Why did Herod?

How long before Christ's birth was his
coming prophesied?

Upon what event did all of the Old Tes-
tament teaching rest?
8. The Light of the World, v. T-11.

What did Herod counsel the wise men to
do?

Can any better advice he given?

What did the wise men do when they
found Jesus?

What does the “pouring their treasures at
his feet” signify?

What did the Old Testament prophets say
Christ was to be to this world?

What did Christ say he was to the world?

Give some instances in which Christ ha
leen “light to the world.”

What must be the feeling of every trug
heliever in Christ? GorLpeEN TEXT.

2

hirth

Practical Teachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn
1. That the ends of the earth shall return
to Christ?
2, That wicked men cannot
their plans?
3. That we owe the hest we have to o

succeeed

Saviour?

QU ONS FOR YOU
SCHOLARS.
Who came to Jerusalem long ago?

For whom were they looking?
What had they seen in the east?
Who had sent them to look for Jes:

The Great God.

Who was king at this time?

Why was he troubled?

What did he ask the priests to do?

What did they say?

Where did they go to find ount?

What did Ierod tell the wise men to do
What did he mean in his heart?

TTow did the wise men find the plac

Bethlehem?

What gifts did they offer to the you
child?

9

Al
as imp
world
salvati
Pose th
prophe
might
Peace n
i part
then the
manger,

coming

slay,

Verse
been wi
few mon
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Why dia they offer gifts to Lim? Be- 4. How diq they honoy him? Wi wor-
cause he was q king.,

ship and wifts,

5. What is the GOLDEN Tgxyp “Thanks,”
ete,

Why did they not go back and tel] Herod ?
What gifts may we offer to oup King?

NEwW CHURCH ('ATE(‘“IS“.

THE LESSON CATECHIS g ¢
Boxt 67. What is the form of faith I

(For the entire school, ) baptism? The form of fajth prof

1. Where was Jesus horn % In Bethichem — tism is f;"‘ ‘_"""‘”"“' Creed. . .

of Jisdan 1 Corinthians 17 , 4. For I delivered wunt,
23 ) . im%  You first of all that which T alg, received, how
2 Who came to 'l:""”‘ll""' seeking him ? that Christ died for our sing according to the
Wise men from the Bast. scriptures; and that he was buried, and that e

rose again the third day according to the serip
tures,

wofessed in
fessed in

3. By what were they led to Christ? By
a star,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
The Faith of the Wise Men,
TILE Farrn, v,
Wise men from the east, ¥ L
Gentiles shall come, 1Isa, G0, 3,
Other sheep have T, John 10, 16,

PErsevering Farrn,

Nearch diligently, . Jthey departed, v,

Search, ., , ~with all your heart, Jop,
3

Seck, and ye shall finq, Luke 11, 9, 10,
IL. WorkING Farryy, REVERENT Farpy,
Worshipea him, v, 11,

Came. .. .from the cast, v, 1
Many people shall go, 1sa, 2, 2, 3 Every knee should how, Phil
Shall come from the east. Mayt, 8 11, Blessing, , . -unto the Lamb, |

s VL. Gexerovs Farrn,

HL Inqurixg Farrn, Presented unto him gifts, v, 11,

Kings. .. .shan bring Presents,
72, 10,

Bring gold ang incense, [gq, G0, 6,

Where iy he. | < King? y
Seek ye the Lord, 1 5. 6,
Sir, we would see Jesus.  John 12, 21,

P’sa.

liXI’l.,\N.-\’l‘()RY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

All human history is sacred history, for it js the history of redemption,  (Gpece and Rome wepe
as important to the plan of salvation as was Judea, Through forty centuries God was preparing the
world to receive its Saviour; and for twenty centuries he was training a people to give e news of
salvation to men, For this purpose the family of Abraham was chosen and get apart ; for this pur-
Dose they received the oracles of God and the i structions of the ritug| service ang
prophets ; for this purpose, when trained, they were seattered abrog.]
light prepare the world for the Redeemoep's coming. At last, when the nations wepe ready,
Preace reigned throughont the lands, and al the peoples wore under one pule
d part of the race haq been trained up to fitness for the
then the long-promised, long-expected Messiah ¢

manger, and surrounded by plain people, She
ha

1 the messages of the
among the nations, that they
and
i When among the Jews
reeeption and promulgation of the Gospel—
ame. Men lookeqd for a king ; they saw a bahe ina
vherds on the mountain side he
ed to the stable to offer their homage ; wise

to Bethlehem: a young mother hent over he
olation of Israel, But the serihes who connge
‘oming cared not to geek him ; and the king
slay,

ard the angels song and
men from the Fast, led by star, brought thejp
r bahe and rejoiced in the assurance that he was the
' the prophetie seroll and knew well the p
who disg

lace of his
reed the throne of Judea sought him only to

Verse 1, Now when, This may have
been  when Jesus was g few weeks op
few months old. The stap probal

Some months in advance of his birth, giving
a  time for the breparation and Journey of the
Iy appeared wise men, Jesus wag born.  “Jesug” is a
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Hebrew word, modified from the word Josh- ular historians of that time say that there tl
ua, meaning “help, deliverance, and salva- was an expectation over all Asia that one o1
tion.” Mary, his mother, and Joseph, her coming from Judea should rule the world. fo
husband, were both descendants of David. ‘This probably arose from the Jews, who T
They lived at Nazareth, but Jesus was born  were dispersed everywhere, and who cher- as
at Bethlehem, to which place they had gone ished the hope of Messiah's coming to deliver we
for registration, under the Roman law. Beth- their nation. His star in the cast. There as
lchem of Judea. So called to distinguish it are two theories concerning this star. One pu
from another Bethlehem in northern Pales- is that it was a luminous, starlike body, of '
tine. It is situated six miles south of Jeru- miraculous origin, seen, perhaps, by the Magi is |
salem, on the road to Hebron. It was the alone; the other (first suggested by the as- leh
home of Boaz and Ruth and the birthplace tronomer Kepler), that it was a conjunc- On
san

of David; at present a town of four thou-
sand inhabitants, mostly Greek Christians.

tion of three planets, Jupiter, Saturn, and
Mars, which took place about that time an‘l

diy

The traditional birthplace of Jesus is shown formed an appearance as of one heavenly tow
in a cave. Herod the king. Three Herods body. This would receive special notice from 7
are referred to in the New Testament, and  a people who were students of the heavens, heal
each in connection with a martyrdom: this, and were wont to interpret their appear pury
Herod the Great, the slayer of the innocent — ances as prophetic, h."”"
“I““‘l""" of n"”‘"'"""' I|i.~'4\'u|1. the slayer 8. IHerod the king had heard. Either the .'ll.”';
of John the Baptist: and his grandson, the  Naoi came directly to him or the report of “'f.
slayer of the -‘I“’*{]" 'If”“"-"~ “"':"‘] !l“' their inquiries reached his ears. He was ok
Great was the son of .‘\unp:nn-r. an BEdomite.  ypouplcd. e was cn old tyrant, hated by
He was made If"”" of f‘“ l.‘l']"““"“‘ by the  pig people, tormented by a remorseful con
Romans, and reigned _”"_"'3'_"'”"1" vears. He  guence, and in dread of approaching death
was the ablest man of his time, but \\':.IS un-  Agq foreigner and usurper, too, he naturally ™
s«:rupulm\s.':uul cruel, l‘lu- murderer of .o\'vn feared one who was born king. All Jeru Fosts
his own wives ““‘l‘ children, "'."I a tyrant  gqlem with him. The court and the capital Liitike
over his pwplv. The events of """‘. "hf”" alike dreaded the disturbance of a revolu '|:” ;”
ter took place in the last year “‘f his life.  jon and feared the justice of a heaven! the @
I'here came wise men. “Magi. '_““‘““ WEre  Line even more than Herod's cruelties. Kinus I"’Hl ;
a learned class among the lt«-rsmns, llllll('ll Lave greater troubles than cottagers. it “‘”““‘
given to llsll:n]ui!.' and other .knulrml studies. L on knew that Christ was coming now, tolls -
'l‘Il--yV\\'m-slnpml one God, of .\\'hum the sun  ou1d they not be troubled? Christ will birth !
and fire w ',”"' representatives ; and they  .ome at some time, and may come at any of ',,.‘
doubtless received some token of the Sav- time: let us make friendship with him! of l" "
jour's coming. God has many sincere ie
seckers outside of his visible Church. From 4. Gathered all the chicf priests ani '!'“' an
the cast. The word “east” is here different seribes. The great council of the Jews, con- cision
in the original from that in verse 2. Here taining the heads of the twenty-four priesi- the ten
it should be translated “the far east;"” there, ly courses and the leading teachers of the At this
“ithe east” simply. To Jerusalem. They law. Demanded of them. Ilis object v story, g
came to the capital, as the place in which to ascertain where the one born king was to Luke, |
the king might be found. It was a journey be looked for, that he might destroy him. from th
of at least twelve hundred miles. Those Where Christ should be born. The prophecy slaughte
who would find Christ must be willing to of “the Christ,” or the Messiah, was the Matthes
face difficulties. Tow much easier it is for great thought of the Old Testament, and was and soje
us to go to Christ than it was for the wise the confident expectation of all the Jews. lates th
men! That he was coming none doubted, and that the pass
2. Where is he. They expected that all he was near at hand many believed.
of the Jews would know of the King whom 5. And they said. Without hesitation, as . T
they had come so far to seck, for they were it was well understood by the interpreters The b
his own people.  “Ofttimes those who are of prophecy. But notice how different was ""f""' w
nearest in place are furthest in affection.”  their spirit from that of Magi. They eriticism
had knowledge, but at he rt were indiffer- Mlous ele

—M. Henry. Born King of the Jews. They
looked for one who, of Jewish race, should
become the ruler of all the nations. The sec-

ity does

ent, while the Magi were earnest seekers
comes to

after the truth. One man may perish with
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the Bible, and another may find Goq with-
out it.  In Bethic hem.  The prophecy iy
found in Mie, 520 Writte n by the prophet,
The prediciion is not quoted precisely, hut,
as was usual among the Jews, when citing
well-known Secripture, wigl such a variation
as would present more clearly the speaker's
purpose in the quotation,

6. Bethichem in the land of Judah, “[p»
is not a part of the original, which is “Betp-
lehem, land of Judah,” as we say, “Toronto,
Out.”  Princes of Judah, In Mic. 5. 2, “thoy.
sands of Judah,” 7The *“thousands” were the
divisions of (he tribe, corpe sponding to oup
townships, and cach had jg prince op ruler,

7, 8 What time, 1le wished to kn
nearly as possihle the
purposed to

W oas
age of the child pe
The Young child, pep.
give him his royal
title.  That 1 may come qnd worship him,
To his crimes he adds hypoc V. He would
kiss, like Judas, that he might betray,

CRITICAL AND H()MlLliTlCc\l,

THE STORY OF THg NATIVITY,

The story of the birth and infancy of
Jesus i told only by Matthew and Luke,
Luke gives the larger number of details,
To him we are indebted for (e accounts of
the annunciations to Zacharias (1, 22)
and to Mary (1., 26-38).

Matthew adds the
annunciation to Joseph (1, 18 25).  Luke
tells us of Mary's visit to Elizabeth, of the
birth of John the Baptist, of the oceasion
of Joseph and Mary's going to Bethlehem,
of the birth of Jesus, of the appearance of
the angels to the shepherds, of the cireum-
cision of Jesus, and of his bresentation iy
the temple at the end of forty q . It s
at this point that Matthew takes up the
story, giving three incidents not p
Luke, namely, the yisit of the
from the east, the flig

ecorded hy
wise men
ht into Egy pt, and the

lates the incident of Christ's fipgt
the passover at the age of twelye,

nect

I with supernatural associations, Any
criticism which attempts to reaq the mirac-
nlous element ont of the story of the natjy-
ity does violence to the records,

omes to (he gospel history With the pre-

SUNDAY SCi0 OL BANNLY,

judgment  that miracles
incredible, of course he
theory fop accounting  for the
them in the narratives of
All attempts thus far in this dir
failed, The whole earthly life of Chyr
We are to credit (he £0s ]
punctuated with miracles
tion of the truth of
\\'I'ill‘l',\( |H'.\'l 'llll'lll""
history of ('In-isli:nm.\‘. We
these Supernaturg
the birth of Christ as follows: (1) The ap-
pearances of ange,
dumbness imposed
miraculous conception of Jesus; (4)
spired recognition of Jesys by
the guiding star given to the )

warning in a dream given them of
slaughter of the innocents by Herod, Both  poses of Herod ;

Matthew and Luke tell of the return to ""’""N' in the
and sojourn at Nazareth, but only Luke re-  Egypt,
visit to  incarnation itself—the Son of God

him the body and the nature

not these other super;
THE SUPERNATURAL ELEMENTS, modest

" . ¢ miracle?
Ihe birth and infancy of Jesus are con. Mira

Chr
If one  (he world.  Pirst of g

811

9, 10. They departed, Taking their
Journey in the night, perhaps because cooler
than in the daytime, perhaps becauge they
could not waijy until the morning, The king's
Business requireth haso, Lo, the star, It
had disappeareq after starting them on the
Journey, hut now it appeared once more,
Went  before them, Seeming o travel
through the heavens,

11. Into e house.  The temporary shel-
ter of the stalle had heey exchanged for o
more permanent home, Mary hig mother,
She wag g maid of Nazaveth, of lowly stq-
tion, though a descendant of King Dayiq,
Presented unto him gifry, The orientals al-
ways bring gifts when they visit kings or
Areat persong Frankinee s\ frageant
sum used in sacrifices, Wurrh, A gum o'
tained by cutting a thorny tre in Arabiy :
used for incense, ag an anodyne (Mark 15,

«and in embalming the dead (John 19,

VOTES.,

are impossihle or
must adopt some
report of
the evangelists,
ection haye
ist, if
‘I historj was
and the 4 sSump-
the testimony of (e
8 With the subsequent
may  classify
al features associated it

(2) the deafness and
on Zacharias; (3) the
the in-
Simeon ; (5
lagi, and the
the pur-
(6G) the direction given to
flight into anq return from
Granting the Stupendous fact of the

1 taking on
of man—are
natural incidents very
concomitants of go transcendent o

AN’T"‘"‘ATH’L\'R OF CHRIST'S COMING,

's coming was the great hope of
L and most clearly

defined, it wag the hope of the Jewish na-

=
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tion. No one can read the Jewish prophets Herod. That, he fancied, was a menace to P
without being made to feel that there was his throne. If this strange Child had the e
a growing expectation of the coming of One, idea of kingship associated with him, then
under various titles, who should bring salva- he must be destroyed. The hypocritical cun- fo
tion to Israel, and through Israel to all  ning of Herod's proceedings, and the desper- l
nations. It was the dominant national hope ate and remorseless wickedness of his pur- do
which no disasters could extinguish. Indeed, pose, are in harmony with what history
this hope seemed to grow in strength and  tells us of his character; and his crimes Te
confidence in the midst of deepest disasters. were s0 many and so monstrous that it is
That hope, as the time of his coming drew not surprising that secular history did not ;
near, grew into an intense longing. The record this murder of the children of Beth 5
aged priest Simeon, to whom it was revealed lehem. Such a crime would have been & def
“that he should not see death, before he had  minor incident in his murderous career. Bui [_"“
seen the Lord's Christ,” and the aged proph- (GGod's hand was over his Anointed that no Chr
etess Anna, who recognized the holy Child  hand of malice could touch him until hi K%
when brought to the temple, and who “spake hour was come. Kings who are “born™ to of |
of him to all them that looked for redemp- be kings may not be kept from their thrones have
tion in Jerusalem,” are illustrations of how by any human interference. Jesus was des that
strongly this hope was beating in the heart tined to such a kingship as Herod could have 894
of the nation. The Jewish nation was no faintest conception of ; such, indeed, us zold
waiting in awed expectation of the coming the Jewish people themselves did not coi os
of its long-predicted King. prehend. Pilate at last, with Herod's fi ;'l""""
e

THE WORLD-IIOPE,

of all kingly pretensions, asked of Jesus,
“Art thou a king?' and sent him to (le

But the hope of the coming of a Saviour- (Yoss with the inscription, “Jesus of Nuz bl
King was not confined to the Jewish nation. areth, King of the Jews,” fancying that with
It was a world-hope. While it finds its crucifixion would end all such pretensions if pel.
most distinet expression in the writings of le really entertained them: little knowing ,‘I"l ¥
the Jewish prophets, it appears in varying that that cross was to be the throne from ,l,J,“‘”:v

! €

form in the literatures of all the great na-

which Jesus would ultimately rule the world,
and that his crown of thorns would be more

tions. And we cannot account for this wide
hope on the theory that it spread from the glovious than any crown of gold and precious i
Jews. 1t had its origin in universal need. stones ever put upon a monarch’s head. “:‘”v”
The world needing salvation cried out for a "\'”;““‘
Saviour. The wise men who came seeking :
him that was “born King of the Jews,” Thoughts for Young People. ::w Int
represented this hope of the race. We do not The Faith of the Wise Men. “‘;‘ o
know from what country or countries they 1. It was faith. Not among Jews, taught 'w:l:
came, only that they were from the Bast, by the Scriptures and the services: hut \fl;:l"
that primal fatherland of all nations. We do  among Gentiles, people outside of the Church <'I|‘ri<r ]
not know how many they were, it being only  of that time; among men of science, who in take the
tradition which has made their number to the reverent study of nature found Gol
have been three. The simplest view for the  (verse 1). '
explanation of their coming is that they . It was faith which led to action. The Then
seribes believed the Scriptures, but did not Have th

were guided by a supernatural sign, a light
like a star that went before them. This light
scems to have been withdrawn when they
came to Jerusalem, until after the

chief

seek the Saviour, of whom the Scriptures
taught. These men believed, and journeyed
a thousand miles to find the ohject of their
faith. To what action has your faith in-

upon the
the copp
orize g f
pils, and

priests and scribes declared that according
to the Seriptures Christ should be born in
Bethlehem.  Journeying thither, the star
went before them and stood over the place
where Mary and the Child were.

meaning,
21, John
The pr
ot from
them, 0
liered ang
are mogt
answer

spired yon?

3. It was a faith which
obstacles. The length of the journey, the
jealousy of the king, the indifference of the
priesthood, the selfishness of the people.
Does your faith move such mountains? It
was a faith which accepted humbly and
gratefully the plan of God. They sought a

overcame all

“pOUCH NOT MINE ANOINTED.”

The inquiry of the Magi, “Where is he
that is born King of the Jews? startled




to

Dee, 23.]

prince, and found a baby surrounded by poor
people; yet thejp faith did not waver !

4. It was q faith which offered not only
formal honor, but also practical vifts, to
Christ, They gave their best to Jesus, What
do we offer to him?

—

Teachmg Hints fop Intermediate
Classes,

Note: There is much Vagueness and iy.
definiteness in (e mind of the average Ip-
termediate pupil concerning  the birth of
Christ, l‘i(-lurv.\-, poetry, and Santa Clays
are, in papt, responsible fop this condition
of mind, The Bible school teachers, who
have all along been taking jt for granteq
that their bupils know the Christmas story,
are not without blame, Now is the teacher
zolden opportunity to go impress the story
on the pupirs minds that jt will never pe
lorgotten, 7o accomplish this, two lines of
|ll1']lill‘l||l’<lll are lll‘l’!'N,\'lll'\':

1. Let the teacher write out concisely the
v of Jesy

s birth, and then compare jt
with the narrative in g harmony of the gos-
pel. - (There are teachers who think that
the visit of the shepherds and the visjt of
the wise men to the infant Jesyg oceurred

at the same time and the same place,)
rid, The pupils should be asked to tell the
0re istmas Story in their own language, o
nus that the teacher may know just what impres
sions that story has made on their minds,
(A few years ago, in a school in New Jers 2y,
the Intermediate pupils being ed to write
the name of the place where Jesus was born,
Wrote the names of various places, in(-hnling
ght Jerusalem, Jericho, and Jersey City.)
hut After the faets concerning the bipth of
reh Christ have been learneqd, ask the pupils to
) in take their pads and print the~question :
God WHY was JESUS BORN?Y
i Then ask each one to write ap answer,
The Have the various answers read, commenting
W_ upon them for the purpose of bringing out
iyes the correct answer to the question, Mem-
"N. orize a few good texts, give them to the pu-
h',“ pils, and try to have them understand their
e meaning,  These ape Suggested: Matt, 1,
Al 21, John 3, 16, 1 John 4. 9,
the The practica) application should he drawn
. out from the pupils, and I.IO( foreed upon
i l{ln-m Only in this way will it he remem-
It lered ang acted upon, Ask: Abont what
e are most persons thinking these days? The
P, answer will be “Christmas,” Why are so
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many persons thinking about
Various answers will he giyen,
will be
present

Christmas ¥
Among them
“Because they are Boing to make
“Because they are 8oing to re-

8" What i another wopd fop

Is there anything in ouy
lesson alout gifts? If (pe Golden ey has
not been memorized, teach i and explain it,

Now ask: Why is Jesus called a gifty
Why an unspeakable gifty What is given
with Jesyg? Have you accepted this gifty
How do You know? What have You given
in returp for the gift? The pupils will ay-
swer: “Myself,” “My heart,” “My love, ete,
Strive to have the pupils realize how foolish
it is for them to say these things unless they
are showing by theip lives that they
love Jesus,

Have the clasg take thejr

really

pads and print ;

('IHHNT.\L\.\'. 1900,
I AcCEpT GOD'S Gl TO ME,
AND GIVE MYSELF 10 GOD,

After speaking of the unspeakable gift,
and explaining what accepting Chpist means,
ask the pupils to take what they have print
ed home with them, copy it neatly on g
card, and put it whepe they will gee it fre-
quently, The sight of the card wil] help to
recall the faet that they belong to God, and
therefore should obey and serve him,

By Way of Iustration,

The meaning of Bethlehem, We find it in
that word "lmnmnnul‘(;utl with us.,”  We
knew him ag Jdehovah, ag the Judge ang
Guide of Israel, as the great God, We
knew him g We might know g great, wise
king upon g throne, But Christmas means
that the King has loft his palace to live in
a house like his lowljest subject, and has
established himgelf on terms of beautiful
friendliness with me, using his riches and
power to help me and fill my life with bless.
ing. The King is one wi h us,
is “Tmmanuel—@Goq with
Abbott,

Divine guidance, These seekers did not
delay their Jjourney until they knew all there
was to be known, Revelation comes pro-
gressively as we &0 on doing the next thing,
and many g distressed mind has been put at
ease by some practieal duty attempted,
Drummona says. “Do not postpone life's
usefulness untj You have settleq all the

His name
us."—ZLyman
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problems of the universe.” They will never
all be settled, and many of them can be ap-
proached only by following the truth we
have. We should no more require to see a
conviction through to its end than the whole
of a highway before setting out upon it.
God gives what is necessary. To these wise
men afar off he points out a country; when
they have come nearer he shows them the
very house. When they can inquire their
way, he leaves them to that (as he does us),
and when interrogation fails his star ap-
pears again. So wonderfully safe and pleas-
aut is living with God.—Monday Club.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

Does it not seem the Christmas bells have
deeper meaning than ever before, this last
Christmas morning of the century? Almost
two thousand years have gone since that
dawn in whose light “lie the ages impearled,”
when angels flew with eager joy to tell the
world its Saviour was born. A Saviour!
what a word for sinful, despairing humanity.
Since then how many have been glad because
Jesus was born not only in the lowly inn
but in their own lowly, believing hearts.

Are you glad to-day, truly glad? You will
have just as much, and no more, of this true
joy of Christmas as you can, in your own
heart, receive. Everybody hears the bells,
but their message is heard only by those who
know that their own Saviour is born. The
angels’ song was heard only by the shep-
herds who were watching in that silent night
long ago, although the villages near by were
full of people. 'The tidings of great joy will
be understood to-day only by those to whom
it is the word of personal salvation.

It seems strange this poor old earth is
not purer and happier than it is after near-
ly twenty centuries of light streaming upon
it from that beautiful star. But this is the
reason : it has not been ready to receive the
light. God reveals himself to nations as to
persons—just so soon and just so far as
they can receive him. All through the ages
there have been choice spirits open to him
so that he has filled them with the sweetness
and beauty of his holiness, and they shine
Jike stars in the firmament of night. The
names of some, we know; there are many
more whose names are known only in the
little circle where they shine; but the whole
world is brightened by their shining.

Happy is every home where such a radi-

[Dec. 23,

ance is. 1 wish each one of us might be
such a Christmas star, shining in the light
of God. And we may be if on this very day
we open our hearts to him so that the angels
may bring to us for our very own the tidings
that unto us is born this day, @ Saviour.

I said the bells seem to have a new mean
ing this last Christmas of the century. |1
am sure they do. They say: Nineteen cen-
turies since the message came, and yet the
world is full of wrong and suffering be
cause it does not know there is a Saviour
What are you doing to help it hear? Some
right by your side have never yet understood
the heavenly song of peace and good will.
What will you do to interpret it to them?
Will you live the Christ-spirit? That is the
way to bring the Christ-message to human
souls. If it sings in your voice, in your un
selfish acts, in your helpful ministries they
will hear the heavenly song. All nations
will hear it when it is so sung by Chris-
tian nations. They are hearing it now,
above the din and the strife, as they never
heard it before,

The bells sound strangely sweet and sol
emn. They call our country to repeat the
message and sing the song so that far-off
lands and islands of the sea shall hear
They call you and me to bring it to hearts
near or distant, by loving thought, unself-
ish service, generous giving, in the spirit of
Christ, who gives himself to us; in the spirit
of the loving God, who gave us the unspeak-
able gift of his only beloved Son.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Draw a map of Palestine, locate Naz
areth, Jerusalem, Bethiehem....Give ac
count of Joseph and Mary, the purpose of
their journey to Bethlehem, and the lirth
of Jesus....Show who Herod was, and his
character. ...The wise men, who they were,
from what land they came, how guided. ...
What the star was....How they found
sus, and how they showed honor to him
Take the wise men as examples of faith. and
show how they illustrated it. (See Thoughts
for Young People.)....Find in the lesson
four classes of people and their various
attitudes toward Christ: (1) The earnest
seeker: (2) The indifferent Church mem
(3) The man of the world: (4) The hype
crite.  'Who in this lesson may stand asa
type of each of these classes? To which
¢Ines would you prefer to belong?

New
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= FoURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW. [l,,l:;‘»,'}',:\,.“::]:il:: down on hep knees searching
ht December 30. 4. A poor beggar at a rich man'y door,
Ly Golden Text, 5. A man being changeqd from his Pluce at
s Thou crownest the year with thy good. the dinner table to another,
f’\' uess. Psa, 65, 11, -
. - REVIEW SCHEME ror INTERME.
n Home Readiugs, DIATE scHop g ps,
1 M. The Lost Sheep and Lost Coin, Luke 15, 1-10, En o B y 5
0 7',,,(:).,-55””"“ sson,  Matt, 2. 1-11, L. Recite the TirLes of the lessong and
’ £ Thi Rich Yo Ruler.* Mati Jo 17 40-1% o vt the dates of the lessons all of
3 s Burlinu'usanlcd. Mark 10, 46-52, them except Lessons vppp and XI1 in the
= S, Zaccheus the Publican, Luke 19, 1-1¢ winter of A, D. 29 ana the spring of A, D.
o 30, Recall that Chyist Was crucified jy the
1l Lesson Hymns spring of 30, The shadow of (e Cross was
n? New Canadian Hymnal, No, 343, over him througy, all these lessons,
ha %in'tn.the reat Jehoval's i 3. Note the places,  Most of the parahley
an " ‘}l : gu '_' e p perhaps wepe told on oup Lord’s Iast Journey
it Al praise to him longs. to .h'rusuh'm. as he passed through pe, a
- New Canadian Hymnal, No, 342, and the mirgcles were performed oy his way
ne to Perea ang on his way ot of it, when pe
i Conducted by thy hand had to pasg through Jericho,
W, Safe through another year, 4. Note that Lesson XI1I, the Christmag
rer New Canadian Hymnal, No, 341. story, and Lesson VIII, on 'l'nmm-r;mr'v. are
detached from (he bistorical course of the
\ Eternal Source of every joy, lessons,
" Well may thy prmseuurhpsemploy. 5. How many parables gpe told in (hjs
if REVIEW SCHEME roR SENIOR Quarter's Jegsons 9 Name each, ang give in
" SCHOLARS, a brief sentence the lesson of *h.
rts I. Recall the TITLES and GOLDEN Texrs 6. How many miracles are wded?  De.
f- of the lessons, * each, and giyve in a brief sentence jtg
of I1. Name one important teaching of egel spivitual meaning,
it lesson, (. How many lessons haye to do especially
1k- L. State the leading facts ip the lessons in with young people? oy many with Jost
which the follo\\'ing principal charac- People? How many with the folly of drink
ters or incidents appear : and riotong living¥
1. A man in a tree, 8. What lesson has come most Prominenty
2. A long line of hpgging lepers, to yourself in your studies in thig Quarter?
az-
"')} THE LESSON OUTLINE,
¢
rth Privileges in Christ’s Kingdom,
his L. Exavrarion,
re,

Humbleth himself, . .ep
Before honop is humi“l‘\'. Prov, 18, 12,
He shall lift you up.  James 4, 10.

11 FeLLowsmuip,

Eat bread in the kingdom. Iuke 14. 15
Marriage Supper. .. . Laml, Rev. 19, 9,
Feast of fat things, Isa, 25, ¢,

111, WarcHcARE,
Lose one., ., Jfind it. Luke 15. 4,

Not... .one. «..should perish,

18. 14,
Knoweth them that ape his,
19,

alted. Luke 14, 11,

d
hits

son

0u8

Jest

Matt,

lich

2 Tim, 2,

IV. Wercomg,

His father, , kissed him, Luke 15

Wil nlmmlunll,\‘ pardon, g e A
Merciful ang gracious, Pgy, 1 . 812,

V. Ricngs,

To pour trust. .. riches, Luke 16, 11,
Treasures in heaven, Matt. 6, 20,
An inheritance im'urrumihle. 1 Put. 1.4

- Conronr,

Now he ig comforted, Luke 14, 25.
Out of great tribulation, Rev. 7,

17.

Mourn. ., .ghan be  comforteq, Matt, ,;'
5. 4,

v

—

14- [
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VII. CLEANSING.

As they went, .

Cleanseth. .

Ye are washed.

VIII. GODLINE
We should live. .. .godly.

Your conversation honest.

.cleansed. Luke 17, 14,
rom all sin. 1 John 1. 7.
1 Cor, 6. 11,

S,

Titus 2. 12,
2 Pet, 2. 12.
I’hil. 2, 15.

Blameless and homeless.
IN. ETERNAL Live.
Wilt enter into life. Matt, 10, 16, 17,
I’romise. .. .eternal life. 1 John
Whosoever believeth, John 3. 16

Teaching Hints for Intermediate
Classes,

Two extremes are to be avoided: 1. As
|Iu- time there may be a ¥

; go over the ||'~\nll\ so rapidly that no im-
pression is made, 2. On the other hand, the
of two or three may be so
dwelt upon that there is no time to give to
the other les

The remedy for hoth of these errors is for
the teacher to have clearly in mind three
points in regard to each lesson: The title.

The Golden Text. 3. The outline of each
lesson.

The following is suggested as helpful in

is short tenuen

lessons

ons.

study. Learn for each lesson:
LACE
THE TR
RAC ll( \l APPLICATION.
In teaching, with the above in mind, the
teacher may lay aside the quarterly, and

with the open Bible in hand ask these ques-
tions on each lesson: What is the title?
What is the Golden Text? Where did the
events of the lesson take place? What per-

sons are mentioned in the lesson? Then,
in a very few words, give a picture (or
more) from the lesson text, and question

it refers to and what
sson has been learned from it,

For example, take Lesson I1. After ask-
ing for the title and Golden Text, the place
of and the persons named in the lesson, very
rapidly picture the preparation for a supper,
the servant calling the invited ones, the ex-
cusers, the report made, and the anger of
the master. Then ask: What does this feast
represent? Who are represented by those
who would not accept the invitation? Have
vou accepted the invitation?

the class as to what
le

SCHOOL BANNER.
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X. ENLIGHTENMENT,

He reccived his sight, Mark 10, 52,
Have the light of life. John 8, 12.
Shined in our hearts. 2 Cor, 4. ¢

SALVATION,
leation. .. .to this house,
10,
To save sinners.
Who hath
INs1GIT,

Luke 19. 9,

1 Tim

saved us,

1. 15.
Tim. 1. 9, 10,

XI1.
We have
Gentiles shall come, I

Matt, 2, 2.
1. GO, 3.
2.9, 10.

seen his star,

Ilye hath not seen, 1 Cor,

Lesson 111 may be reviewed in the same
manner,  After the preliminary
picture a sheepfold, the shepherd counting
rch, the

questions

his sheep (one is missing), the
finding, the veturn, the rejoicing. Then ask:
Who are represented by the lost sheep and
the shepherd? Why is there such rejoicing
when the lost is found?

Lessons 1, V, VI, VII
in a similar manner.

To prevent monotony, and to keep the in-
terest from flagging, instead of asking the
preliminary questions, the teacher may give
one picture of a lesson and recall the facts
by questioning about that picture,

Take Lesson IV. DPicture a young mau
in rags, travel-stained, approaching a fin
house. An old man, who is watching, sees
him coming, runs to meet him, falls on his
neck and kisses him. Ask: What is the title
of this lesson? What is the Golden Text?
Who is the old man? Who is the young
man? Whom does each represent? What
lesson have you learned from this wonderful
story?

Again: Picture a man reeling through the
streets under the influence of intoxicating
drink  Ask: What lesson does this recall!
What is the Golden Text of this
Why do you not drink intoxicants?
dare you not drink?

Lessons IX, X, XI, XII may be reviewel
in this way.

In addition to the practical application for
each lesson, the teacher should have an es
pecial thought for the close. This being the
last Sunday of the year, as a text for the
next year to carry over from this one, th
Golden Text of Lesson XII might be given
and the pupils urged to think of it duily:
Jvery one of us shall give account of hin-
self to God.”

may be reviewed

lesson?
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RESPONSIVE SERVICE FOR

2 Lessoxy 1,
6.

THE FOURTH QUARTER,

him ; ang but a ring on pjg haud, anq shoes on
his feet: “ang bring hither the fatted calf,
Jesug Dining with Pharisee, and kill jt and

let

¢ us eat, and pe merry
(verses 22, 24,
9. 9, | Superintendent, anq behold, there was a AL 1 will “apise and go to my father
| Certain man before him wl XT).

lich had the dropsy
law

(GoLLEN P

And Jesus spak

Isees, saying, Is it lawfu] to h

), 10, bath day 7 And they helq their
’ : he took ‘him, and healed him (ye
Ncholars, Whey thou art bidden of

1o a wedding,

room (verse N,
Teachers, When thou makest g

) the e maimed

Yers and Phay.
on the Sal,.
peac And

Lessox v

4). The Unjust Nteward,
any man
i v ® highes: Superintend, nt. A cop
St not down in tpe highest steward : and
feast, call that he nhag waste

ain rich map had a
ne was accused unto him
his goo

sar
|

) 2 And l"i said
. "y . i p unto him, Gjye an account ¢ 1V stewards Iip ;
the poor qﬂ}m maimed, the “rnl"-’:".“'“'I’.““"' ;’nl"lihﬂu mayest be no longer stowq (Verses
A hosoever ¢ eth  himself shall pe L e - B
abased ; and he that humblety bimself shall pe - The Steward calleq every ome ot
exalted (GoLoey 1y ebtors unto him, and said unto the
same first, Ilow much owest thon my lord And
stions he said, A hundred measures of" of], And he
"" % said unto hipy, Take thy b, and sit down
nting . quickly, and write fifty. " The said he to an
the Parable of the Great Supper, other, And how Wuch owest thoy s And he
, sald, A hundreq measures of whegt And he
ask: Superintendent, A certain man made a great said unto him Take thy by, and write fonp
y and Supper, and bade many. And they aj| with score (verses 5, & T
P& ohe consent began to make excuse.  Then the Teachers, And the lord commendeq the un
picing master of the house being angry said tq his Just steward (verse i
servant, Go out quickly into the streetg and 1. Ye ¢ nnot  serye God ana mammon
lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, (GoLpex T T)
iewed and the maimeqd, and the halt, anq the blind
(verses 16, 18, 21), Lessox vp
Ncholars, And the servant said, Lord, j¢ Is
he in- done ag thou hast commanded, and yet there The Ricn Man anq Lazarug,
¢ the Is room (verse 22), Mo Thar - e
g ¢ Teachey. And the lord said unto the sery- Nuperintendent, I'here wag g certain
; give ant, Go out into the highways anq hedges, anq fan, - which way clothed “in- pyppy, and
facts compel them to come In, that my hoyse may Ioand fareqd Sumptuously "y day
act be filled (verse 23) was tain * beggy named Lazg
1. Come: fop all things are now ready ich was laid at hig Bate, full of gopes,
(GoLpgy ). desiring to be fed with the crumbs whi
from the pich man's table (yepses 0-21),
- Neholarg, And it came 10 pass, t(hat the
Lessox 111, beggar died, and was carried by the angels into
; : Abraham's bosom  (verse ).
The Lost Sheep and Lost Coin, Teachers. The rich man aiso died,
Supcrintendent, e Phar and scribeg  PUried: and in hell he litted o Al

murmured, saying, This man

veth sinners,
and eateth with them (ver

raham

ing in torments, anq Seeth Ap
and Lazarus ip his bosom (.

rec

'ses 22 0g)
e 2). ay Or yourselves tregs e V-
young Ncholars, And Jesus spake thig parable, What en ,’{‘, {‘,".,‘;\-""}r", ."“”“ Ives treasures 18 hieny
What man of you, having 4 hundredq sheep, if he .
¥ lose one “of them, dotp not legye the ninety Lessox vy,
derful ind nine, ang gn‘um-r that which ig lost, un- i
tl he find jt 2 ‘erse 4.) The 7 epers Cleans

. cachers, What woman having ten pieces The Ten Lepers Cleansed,
gh the of silver, if ghe 10se one piece, doth not , , . Superintendent, Ag Jesus entereq into a
cating seck (lll!m-mly till she llm‘ it? (Verse 8.) certain village, there met him ten men that

I 1, There g Joy in the presence of the an-

were lepers, which Stood afay off and they
gels of Goq over one sinner that repenteth
T).

lifted up theiy voices, and sajq, Jesus, Master,
esson’ (GoLDEN have mg¢ ICY on us (verses 12, 13),
" Scholars, And when he gay them, pe said
Why Lessox 1V, unto them, (o Show  yourselves unto the
P priests.  Anq it came to pas that, ag they
The Prodigar Son,
ewel :

went, they wepe cleansed (verse 14,

. Teachers, Ang one of them, when he saw
Superintendent, A certain  man paq two  that pe wWas healed, tyrned back, and with a
" sons: and the younger of them said to hig fa- loud vojce glorifieq ( il )

on for g Give me the portion of goods that falleth 1 ful

All. Be ye thank TexT)
an es o me, And he took his Journey into a
be far country, and there wasted his substanee
ng the With riotoys living, , | And he began to be
or the W in want (vepgag 1, 12, 13, 14), Sober Living,
he Ncholars, And he arose, and came to his L
e, th father, | " And said unto him, Father, | have Superintendent, §, eak  thou fthe things
given sinneqd against heaven, and in thy sight, and which become sound doctrine ; that the aged
Tnily: ™M 10 mope worthy to pe called thy son men be . . . gound fn faith, in chavity,” in
dally: (verses 20, 91y patience (verses 1, 2),
£ hinr Tcachers, Rut the fathoer sald to his sepy

Neholars, The aged women likewise, that
nts, Bring forth the best robe, anq put It on  they pe In behavior gg becometh holiness, ,
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that they may teach the young women
(verses 4).
Teachers, Young men likewise exhort to be
sober-minded (verse 6).
All, We should live soberly, righteously, and

godly, in this present world (GoLbeEN TEXT).

Lessox IX.
The Rich Youny Ruler,

Superintendent. One came and said unto
him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do,
that I may have eternal life? And he said
unto him, If thou wilt enter inte life, keep the
commandments (verses 16, 17).

Ncholars, The young man saith unto him,
All these things have I kept from my youth
up: what lack I yet? (Verse 20.)

Teachers, Jesus said unto him, Go and sell
that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou
shalt have treasure In heaven: and come and
follow me (verse 21),

All. Children, how hard Is it for them that
trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of

IXT.)

God! (GOLDEN TE)

Bartimeus Healed.

perintendent, As he went out of Jericho,

. blind Bartimeus sat by the highway side
begging. And when he heard that it was Je-
sus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say,
Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on me
s 406, 47).

Ncholars, And Jesus said unto him, What
wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The
blind man said, Lord, that I might receive my
sight (verse 51).

Teachers, And Jesus said unto him, Go thy
’v}'ny: thy faith hath made thee whole (verse
62)

“All, Lord, that I wight receive my sight
(GOLDEN TEXT).

Lessox XI,
Zaccheus the Publican,

Superintendent. Behold, there was a man
named Zaccheus, which was the chief among
the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought
to see Jesus who he was: and could not for
the press, because he was little of stature
(verses 2, 3),

Scholars. And he ran before, and climbed
up into a sycamore tree to see him; for he
was to pass that way (verse 4),

Teachers. And when Jesus came to the
. _he looked up, and saw him, and said
him, Zaccheus, make haste, and come

down; for to-day I must abide at thy house

(verse .
All. 'The Son of man is come to seek and to

save that which was lost (GoLpEN TEXT).

LE

Christmas Lesson,

soN XII,

Superintendent. Now when Jesus was born
in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, there came wise men from
the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that
is born King of the Jews? (Verses 1, 2.)

Scholars. Lo, the star, which they saw In
the east, went before them, till it came and
stood over where the young child was (verse
9

).
Teachers. And when they were come into

the house, they saw the young child with Mary
his mother (verse 11).

All. Thanks be unto God for his unspeak-
able gift (GoLDEN TEXT).

Superintendent,  What is the teaching in
Lesson 17

First Ningle Voice., In this lesson Jesus
teaches true courtesy and good breeding. He
condemns those who rush for the best places
and highest honors.

Supt. Lesson 11,

Second Ningle Voice. Everyone who would
enter the kingdom must accept the invitation
to the feast, and the only safe time to do it
is when the invitation comes,

Supt. Lesson 111,

Third Kingle Voice. In the parables of the
lost sheep and lost coin we get a new view
of the infinite love of God.

Supt, Lesson IV.

Fourth Ningle Voice. For every repentant
sinner there are kisses of peace, feasts of
plenty, robes of honor, and infinite love that
runs to bring them.,

Supt. Lesson V.

Fifth Ningle Voice. We can make friends |
means of mammon, by giving it away in ben
olence, by sending the Gospel around
world, by advancing every good word ar
work.

Supt. Lesson VI.

Niwth Ningle Voice, A good man in the wors
elreumstanc is really much better off than
the wickedest man who is in the most luxur
ous of earthly conditions.

Supt. Lesson VII.

Neventh Ningle Voice, We are like the ninne
lepers. We are more ready to pray than 1o
praise. We are more ready to ask God for
what we have not than to thank him for
what we have.

Supt. Lesson VIII

Eighth Ningle Vaoice. Faith, love, patience,
are essential graces of the Christian ch:
acter,

Supt. Lesson IX.

Ninth Single Voice. Jesus loves the earnost
seeker. [Ile sees possibilities in him, just as
the florist sees the beautiful flower in the un
attractive seed.

Supt. Lesson X.

Tenth Ningle Vo
a follower of Jesus.
takes salvation,

Nupt. Lesson XI.

Eleventh Ningle Voice. No religious profes
slon amounts to anything if it does not inelude
a readiness mJ)ut one's property at the scry
ice of the Lord,

Supt. Lesson XII.

Thwelfth Single Voice. They who earnestly
and sincerely seek for Christ shall find him

z

Faith made Bartimens
FPaith is the hand which

A Good Review.

A good plan for review consists of written
questions. Let the teacher prepare fifty ques:
tions on the lessons of the quarter, writing
each question on a separate slip of paper
The teacher holds them in her hand and has
the class draw them, one at a time If the
scholar can answer the question which she
draws, she keeps the slip. not, she glves
it to whoever can answer it. When (he re
view Is over each will know by the number of
slips how many questions he has answered,
The teacher can have the class help prepar®
the questions if she thinks best. This will

enlist them in the study for the review.
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DEPARTMENT.

His Stap,
* We have seen his star in the East,”

IT is because we have seen hig star, and
have founq the Young child, anq recognized
in him the Saviour of the world, that chijlg-
hood s forever glorified tus, and seryjce
for the children is evermore o labor of loye,
The Primary teacher of 4] others must be
<ingle'-hm|rln'<l, following the star with steaq-
fast  purpose,
the lloly

represent

Worshiping at the
Child, ang presenting gifs that
the whole kingdom of her being,
There must be no turning aside to anything
that will defeat the one purpose or may the
work of her hands and her hegpt, We haye
seen his  stap, but many,  many have
not, and young eyes must he taught whepe
10 look and Loy to follow., Nope are too
little to he trained to ook heavenwarq, and
Lefore there can be g conscious l'ullu\\ing
the baby eyes can be turped in the right di-
rection and Young hearts influenceq and im-
bressed, even hefope they
and informeq,

cradle of

can be instructed

O, the quin'koniuu: thrill it gives to feel
that we muygt bring the children, ot to
ourselves, not me 2y to chureh and to the
school, but to Jesus; for we have seen iy
star, and it cannot be with ug as before,
We must come to worship him, but not alone,
for httle hands are clasped in ours,

e ———

Curistyas js on the way, ¢ is almost
at least in point of breparation, Doyt
nvite Santa Claus to the Christmas festival
this year, anq see how happily an will go
on- without him, When he jg absent the
children will leapn to love Jesus more,

Have Christmas stars of every concejy-
able variety in the decorations, If possible,
secure the use of 4 stereopticon ang show pic-
tures of the madonna anq the Holy Child—
45 an infant and g boy. Have lovely Christ-
mas carols sung, anq a few recitations, and
1o speeches at al) by grown-ups, Op Christ-
mas day Christ came as a chjlg, therefore
keep its celebration as childlike as possible,

The Story of the Star,

L large paste bourd stay covered with gf).

Cer paper may e carvied by the middle
scholar and held during the recitation,

All recite i concert ;
Listen, w liosoe'er You are,
To the story
This bright star is hut g sign,
'l'm'ninu thoughts g that blest night
When the Star of Bethlehom Beamed
On the wige men's wonde

of the stap,

ving sight,

No. 1,
Very far away, long ang long ago,
Wise men came to find Christ the King be-
low,
“In the eg
star;
Seeking for the King, we haye

they said, “we have seen hig

traveled fap "
No. 2,

Then the priests and scribes, in Jn'rusnh-m,

Said the King shoulq come out of Bethlehem,

"Go and seek him  there,”

Herod said to
them,

So the shining star, which they

In the heavens afar,

And it showeq the
place

Where (e Young Chilg lay—there the

saw before,
guided them once more ;
way, stopping o'ep the

vV saw
his face,
No. 4,
O, how glaq they were hen they saw the
star!
Treasures rich they brought, from the east
afar,
These they freely gave to the Lorq anil
King,
Just as we to-day precious gilts should
bring,
No. 5.

And, if we are glad that the King was born,

Born in Bethlehem, op that

Then we'll te]) the news,
far,

'Fill the whole wide world knows about the
star,

Christmas morn,
tell it near ganq

Juria H. Jounstoy,
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A Hint.

WINTER is now upon us. The little chil-
dren will come to the Sunday school closely
wrapped in warm garments. Cloaks, hoods,
mittens, ete., should be removed, and after
Sunday school is over these should be put
on again and securely fastened to guard
against taking cold. But where shall these
things be kept in the meantime, It will
not be a difficult matter to have constructed
along the sides of the room tiers of boxes a
foot square in which to place the wraps.
It might be possible to secure from the par-
ents photographs of the children to tack up
in the boxes, so that each child would know
his own. If these hoxes should be thought
unsightly, a curtain might easily be ar-
Much disorder ensues
from piling up promiscuously the coats, hats,
cloaks, and furs of the children. This is
all saved hy the boxes. They are far better
than hooks for hanging things on, because
the articles which are intended to be hung
up are usually found lying on the floor.

The top of the tier of boxes might be
used for decorative purposes; it will make
a good place in which to stand cards with
pictures mounted on them, materials and
maodels on Bible ohject talks, ete.

ranged to cover them

Crossward.

Tue sound of little feet hurrying to the
cross one longs to hear all the time, This
i life's best hour for listening. Effort
for c¢hildhood is so much more hopeful than
any other age. In the path of their
coming to the cr there are fewer preju-
dices, fewer obstacles by way of habits;
not so many old stumps and thorn-hedges.
While there is less to hinder there is more
to help. Life now feels the influence of
the Sunday school and the Church. In a
few years from this time life may be running
apart from school and Church,
day ar atmosphere of prayer, of reverence
for God's word, of regard for his day and
his Church, his heaven too. While there is
less to hinder and more to help comes to-day
the teacher's golden opportunity. And if
the teacher appreciates this, prays, strives,
points out Christ as an ever-present person-
ality in the class, standing, calling, holding
ont his arms, surely will be heard the sound
of a hurrying to this dear refuge and rest.

Rev. E. A. RaND.

INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FOURTH QUARTER.

LENSON IX. (Dec. 2.)

THE RICH YOUNG RULER. Matt. 19.
16-26.

GoLpEN Text: “Children, how hard is it
for them that trust in riches to enter into
the kingdom of God!" Mark 10. 24,

Primary Notes.

BY JULIA II, JOHNSTON,

Introductory. See
this picture of a pil-
grim, that is, a trav-
eler, on his way to
a  beautiful palace
e has been told that
this  narrow gate
opens to the right
path, but that he
must take nothing with him as he enters,
for what he needs will be given him. Sce
the big bundle on his back. It is full of
things he has gathered, calling them hi
viches. He trusts to their help and can’t It
them go. If the pilgrim is willing to do as he
is told, then he will drop the bundle tha
is too big to go through the gate. If not
willing, then he will turn back and never
see the beautiful palace,

Jesus tells us in our lesson about a man
who asked the way to heaven, but who, lik
the man in the picture, wanted to carry
much with him. It was a rich young mun,
a “ruler of the synagogue” like Nicodemus,
e came and talked with Jesus, and we have
the

Questions and answers.  Ie asked, “Good
Master, what good thing shall I do that [
may have eternal life?” Jesus answerced
that he knew the commandments; if he kept
these perfectly it would surely be doing a
good thing. But the young ruler said le
had kept them ever since he was a boy. [Ile
seemed to think well of himself, you see
He asked, “What lack I yet?” He wanted to
know what was left undone, what was miss-
ing from his goodness. Jesus saw that in
his heart he thought too much of his riches,
and that he ought to give up what he lovel
too muech; so he told him to sell what he
had and give to the poor and come and fol
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low him, The young man oy,
sting life, ang would do
sible to get ity but he W,
do this hard thing,

He went away sorvowful, e
rich, He couldn’t gy
come after Jesyg,
man who could pot
the gate, ynq
stafl which e |,

S he wanted

any good thing
48 not willing 1

WS vepy
o give up all ang
He went away, like (he
take his hune througl,
would not drop it, pop the
ad made, T)ig raler though
he could o Some great thing which woylq
save him, hut pe Was not willing 1,
everything anq let Jesug
worked al] day for yYour fa
make yon iy child, Byt becanse NOu ape
his chilg You work for hjp, and try
him for loye's sake, 8o jt jy
lis, not any

give up
save him, gy you
ther, thay wouldn'y

to please
Jesus who saves
800d thing we do. W try to
please him and do what e 8

love him fop what he hgg done for ys, When
this rich man wept AWay  sorvowfy) the
Lord saiq that jt was very hapq for
who trusted in riches ~hot who haq them
hut  who rested upop them -to enter the
kingdom of God.  Yet jt was not impossille,

for God conlq do everything ang could make
them willing,

Follow ing

s because we

those

Jesus, Our
day is l"ullm\'ing Jesus,

riches to give away to the poor, hut
can give mething which je dea
liard to give up, and th,
You cannot take Christ'y way and youp own
at the same time, any more thay
£0up hill anq down at the same moment,
Don’t think that anything yoy can
anything you have capn

‘rown jewel (o.
You may have no
you
I to you anq
at is your own way,

You can

do or
save vou, byt give
make you his
W him, T, follow

up all to Jesus, and let Lip
loving child, glaq to follo

t
1

them, she thought,

w

th
is to love and t

says,

rust Christ, anq to do as he A
I’laying instead of Ccoming
school woulq not be following,

to Sunday
Pleasing
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You cannot he

ents where Robert Was, and all the

Yourself insteaq of doing what mother wayg
You to woulg not he 1'nllu\\i|u.:.
“vervthing fop Yourself woy
ing.  Take Jesus's way

Keeping
L uot be folloy-
and follow |y,

For the \‘nungml Children,

BY Josp PHINE 1L, I:\l,l'\\l\.

GOLDEN "Tpxq :

“Childrey, Low
for them that

rast in pj
the kingdom of Goqg !

hard it iy
hes to entep into
Mark 10, 24,

Lmpression, M

aking ofleps happy is (e
way to he happy ourselves angd o Dlease
Gl

Point of contuet, Child sharving oy pres-
outs,
Lpproach, The thougly that

selfisli ep-
ple cannot he really

happy,
Lesson

Simplified,
expression | ‘ing happy alwy
the more gl

*tory, and using the

" rather thay

et “oterng)
Generous
It wag Anna'y

Lapression, sharing of blessings,
birthday, and everyhody
wanted it to |e a happy day, Aunties gnq
cousing g father apq mother haq each
given hep 4 present, and when she came dowy
ol t she coulg hardly
Were so many things to look at,
tle hrothep Robert haqg
well enough to he broug.
day.  Whep he sayw Anna's toys and hooks
he clapped his handg and laughe ; then he
wanted to play with them, iyt Anna said,
“Xn, they ape mine ; yoqu must nor oyep
them,” anq finally ghe ried  them into
another room g, that she conld haye them
all for herself, After a whie she went to
look for hep mother, ang, climbing up in leg
lap, said; «p thought 1 Was going to have
such a good time to-day, hyg I am not hav-
ing a good time at gy Then hep motherp
said, “I think I know what the trouble jgs,
My little girl has been trying to |e happy
I a selfish way, keeping all
‘Nt that wepe given lep

eat, there
Anna's ljj-
heen sick, hut was

ht downstairs that

the nice pres-
just for herself,
really happy, my dear, yp.
©88 you share youp 800d thingg with some-
Anna slippeq down angq went hack

0 her pln_\'lhingu. She did not want to share
hem with Robert ; he might bhregk or spoil
But ghe knew mother
fore long she took hep pres-
rest of

le day they had a happy time together, but
""MA was even mope happ,

‘as right, anq bhe:
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One \h'\,\' a young man went to Jesus to
ask how he might be happy always. Jesus
told him by keeping God's laws—laws that
meant loving other people just as much as
ke did himself. e said he had kept these
jaws all his life. Then Jesus told him if
he would be perfectly happy he must sell all
his houses and lands and give the money to
the poor. Jesus added to this a loving in-
vitation: “Come and follow me.” But the
young man went sadly away, for he wanted
to keep all the good things he had just for
himself. e was trusting in his riches—
that is, in his money and houses, food and
clothes—to make him happy : but the heav-
enly Father says that his children cannot
be happy that wa Ilis word says, “It is
more blessed to give than to rec ive,” and
those who do not learn to give cannot helong
to his kingdom. Whea Jesus saw the young
man turn away he was very sorry. Jesus
loved him and wanted him so much to choose
to do the right thing. As he went away Je-

sus said to the disciples, “Children, how
hard is it for them that trust in riches to
into the kingdom ot God.” We do

enter
not know whether the young man ever came
back to Jesus or not, but we hope that he

did.

LESSON X. (Dec.9.)
BARTIMEUS HEALED. Mark 10. 46-52.

GorpeNn T
my

sight.” Mark 10,

Primary Notes.
Introductory.

took
house

who
his

tor
into

not think themselves v
to see what the doctor could do.

not caring enough to wait.

than go away.
getting help, and always got it some time,
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“Lord, that I might receive

Once
there was a great doc-
people
and
seemed to know better
than anyone else what

would cure  them.
Many, many rang his
door-hell,  but  there

was a difference in the people and the way
they came. Some did not care much, and did
ey ill, but they had
been told to go by their friends and wanted
1f the bell
was not answered at once, off they went,
Others who were
very anxious indeed to be helped, and who
felt the need of it, would wait all day rather
These were in earnest about

Our lesson is a story of a man who was
in earnest about seeing Jesus and who was
willing to wait and to take a great deal of
trouble to do it.

A blind man, The name of the man and
his father's name have been kept for us in
Bible. e was called Bartimeus, the
son of Timeus. Jesus always knows the
names. This man was blind and poor. lle
sat by the roadside begging, as Jesus passed
by from Jericho, a crowd following him.

The blind man could hear and could talk.
e heard good news: Jesus was coming.
1le must have known something about him
before, for at once he cried out, and now we

the

have

His prayer. He was not
in a room by himself where he could kneel
or stand with folded hands and pray, but
he could speak to Christ and tell what he
wanted. This is prayer. *Jesus, thou Son
of David, have mercy on me,” cried the blind
He did not offer to pay for the bless

in a church nor

man,
ing. He could not. It was mercy he asked
for, something he did not dese ve whicl
must be given free, IDeople did not lik

the noise he made and told hiin to be still
but he cried out the more, and now th
good news came that Jesus wanted hin
Quickly he dropped the outside garment T
wore, so that he could hurry, and perha;
some one helped him to find the way. Wh

Jesus asked him what he wanted to ha

done he answered, “Lorvd, that 1 might 1
ceive my sight.” Tlis prayer was ready.

was short, but told just what he wantel

The answer. Jesus said, “Go thy wa
thy faith hath made thee whole.” e tru
ed and was cured, Ile believed and
heard, then used his sight to follow Christ
in the w If he had not kept on crying
out, perhaps he would not have been healed,
1f he had been easily quieted when the peo-
ple did not like the noise he made, it would
have shown that he did not care much abont
heing cured,

Answered Prayer is to-day's jewel for ihe
Have you had answers to your
prayers? Do yon know what you want, just
as the blind man did? Do you ask, as he
did, not getting tired of doing it, but keeping
on, showing that you really want whal you
pray for? Do you feel sure that Jesus
hears you and will help you in just the right
way? This is true praying. Are you Dlind,
as Bartimeus was? No, but perhaps you do
not see as you should. If you do not se

wils
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Jesus in Your heart, ag your
o not see how loving and
that you can't
need  sight, Ask him to make
bim and to help you

will do it. Ife waits for this,
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Sn\'iuur, if yon
good lhe js, go
help loving him, then you
You know
to follow i, e

|

For the Youngest Children,
GOLDEN TexT: “Lord, th

at T might receive
my sight,”

Mark 10, 51,

Impression, Jesus is always ready to hear
nd answer prayer,

Point of contact, The readiness of a
mother to help hep child,

Lpprouch, Christ’s love js greater even
than that of a mother,

Lesson story.  Keep in mind while telling
the story that Bartimeus must have hearq
of Jesus before, and emphasize the
ness of the Masterp to help,

Lepression, Constant turning to Jegug
for help as to g loving frieng,

Willie and Harry  wepe throwing and
catching a baseball, ang when Harry trieq
to catch it it struck the end of phjs finger
and hurt his hand badly, Harry started fop
the house to fing his mother, At the door
the servant girl said, “Don’t trouble your
mother; she has Company.” Byt Harry
wanted his mother, and went on into the
house, where some ladies tried to stop him
by saying: “Don’t go in the parlor, Your
wother is very busy.” Harry knew that his
mother was nevep too busy to help him when
he needed help, and that she would not say,
“Don’t come here.” Sure enough, when ghe
heard hep little boy's voice saying, “I want
mother,” she came to the door and asked,
“What is the matter, Harry?” Whep she

willing-

found how badly his finger was hurt she
asked her friends to excuse her and went with
Harry to bind up his hand ang comfort hep

823

hoy. She wanted to help him more than she
Wanted to (o anything else, because she
loved him so much,

You can think of some

One, I am sure,
who is more ready

than any earthly friend
to help, ang who is always near,

A blind man named Bartime
about this I iend, JIle knew that the eyes
of other bling people had been opened by a
wonderfu] Teacher from .\'-lzurn-rh, and no
doubt he was Wwishing every day that Jesus
would come along the road where he sat to
beg.  One day Bartimens heard the sound
of a great crowd of people Passing, and
asked some one what it meant,
was, “Jesus of N,
moment

us had hearq

The answep
reth passeth by.” The
Jartimeus heard t
call, “Jesus, thou Son of Iy
on me.”  People told him
not trouble the Master,
the more,

id, have mercy
to be quiet ang
but he only eried
Jesus heard that call apoye all the
other sounds, and standing  sti]] asked to
have the man come to him, Thep those
near Bartimeng said, “Be of good comfort,
rise; he calleth thee,” and the hlingd
threw off |is long cloak, as that he might 2o
quickly, and went to Jesug When Jesus
saw Lim he sajq, “What wilt thoy that 1
do unto thee?” and Bartimens answered,
“Lord, that 1 might recejye my sight,” Je.
sus did for him what he asked, anq started
on toward Jerusalem; anq Bartimeus wag
80 thankful Jesus had helpeq him that he
started right away to follow him,
———
LESSON X1, (Dec. 16.)

ZACCHEUS THE PUBLICAN, Luke 19,
1-10. .

man

GoLbeEN Text . “The Son of man is come to'
seek and to save that which was lost,”
Luke 19, 10,

Primary Notes,

Inlroductory. There
Was once a man who
lived in a mean little
cottage, which might
have heen more com-
fortable if it had only
heen clean, but oyt-
side and inside it was
drendfully dirty, The
worst thing about it Wwas that the man diq
not care., He sajq it wasn't very bad, and it
Was too much trouble to clean up anyhow,
But one day a visitor in pure white robes
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and with a shining face came to the
dingy door and knocked, “What do you
want?” asked the man, “I want you,”
was the gentle answer, The man let
the stranger in, wondering much, Then he
felt all at once that the house was very
dirty. e cleaned a chair for his visitor
and then began to make things tidy. The
longer the gentle visitor stayed the more the
man tried to make the place fit for him, till
at last the whole house was changed.

The story to-day tells us what happened
when Jesus came to a man’s house and
heart.

The man who wanted to sce Jesus, As
Jesus was once passing through Jericho a
man named Zaccheus longed to see him.
‘But Zaccheus was so short that in the
crowd he could not see the Lord., Tle was
willing to do anything, take any trouble, to
see him, and so he ran before and climbed
up into a sycamore tree, that he might look
down upon the Saviour as he passed. 1f
anyone laughed at this publican or tax-
collector he did not mind, But did Jesus
know what Zaccheus had done? What did
he come to this world for? Ie had a work,
and it was

Seel:ing and saving, For this he took his
journeys. Jesus was seeking Zaccheuns, Ile
knew where he was, his name, and his busi-
ness. Ie stopped and told him to come
down, for that day he must stay at his
house. Jesus sought him that he might
save him. When he came into the house it
made Zaccheus long to have his heart clean.
It made him feel his sinfulness to have the
pure Saviour with him in his home, Ile
said he would put away his wrong deeds
and give back four times as much as he
had taken, if he had cheated anyone., Ialf
his goods he would give to the poor. Jesus
was full of joy, for he had found one ready
to be saved. Would Zaccheus's money save
him? Would his gifts to the poor save him?
No, but he showed by what he was ready
to do that he was willing to belong to Je-
sus, to try to please him. TUntil we are
ready to do that we are not ready to come
to Jesus to let him make us what we ought
to be. Zaccheus showed Ly what he did
that his heart was changed. No one can
see our hearts, but people can see what we
do, and our deeds show our feelings inside.

Seeking and Saving shall be the Jewel
thought of the lesson to-day. Remember
this is what Jesus came to do. When he

comes to our hearts, seeking us, shall we
let him come in? He comes to save us. lle
wants to put away all sin and make our
hearts clean.  With Jesus in our hearts
we shall long to be pure as he is pure.

A lost child is saved by being found, a
hungry one by being fed, and we are saved
from sin by having it taken away, forgiven,
while we are filled with love.

For the Youngest Children.

ExT: “The Son of man is come to

GorpeEn T
seek and to save that which was lost.”
Luke 19. 10,

Impression, Jesus is glad when a child
who has done wrong says, “I am sorry,
and asks help to do right.

Point of contact. Story of lost sheep (re
view that part of the third lesson),

Approach, Jesus seeks those who are do
ing wrong even when they are not sorry.

Lesson story. The Bible account is very
vivid, and can be told practically as giver

Expression.  Sorrow for wrong done anil
desire to go to Christ for help.

I remember a story which we had 1
while ago. It was about a shepherd wlo
Lad a great many sheep, and all we
obedient and followed where he led ex-
cept— [Draw as much of the story
possible from the children bringing out ile
love of the shepherd for the lost lamb even
though it had been disobedient.]

Does Jesus love little children even whn
they grieve him hy doing naughty things?
Yes, he loves them always, and when they
do wrong he wants to bring them back.
When any child says, “Help me to do right.”
he is very glad to hear that prayer, and al-
ways helps. Our Golden Text says he came
*“to seek and to save that which was lost.”

We have a story to-day about a man who

mi
ch
Je

eag
hin
mo
rigl
he
real
one
The
love
and
all 1

CE

GoLn
uns

each ot
It is in
Christm
of love
that by
Young h
the dear
nect qll
loves to
them giy




SUND.LY NCH OOy, BANNER, 825
had not been doing right,  Jle had heapd a8 possible, espec inlly
whout Jesus ang wanted to gpe him, because te to make
he was not happy ana wanted (¢
Jesus how o do right, This

was Zaccheus, and pe was

that he knew e never conl

o those who haye lit-
them gla,

» learn from The star, What
man's name Saviour's coming
such a smapy man cleap
I see Josus unle.
he could get above (e Crowd somewhe X
No he rap ahead along the way he knew
they woulq come, and climbeqg up into n
nder which e was sure J

a beautifu] sign of the
as the hright star!  Its
shining shon)q remind us of (e One
S who came (o give light 1o the world, and

who was called (he Bright ang Morning Ntar,
The wise wen in the fyp st had a ship ng
e messenger 1o give them (he news and guide

OSus would pags, theip way.  They would have tq look uy

Do you think Jesus knew what Zae heus see the star iy the sky ;
wanted? Yeg, o knew gj) about it; gpg
when he came under the tree where Zacehous

to
1o downwap, earth-
ward glance would help them o find the

Wy, So we must always Jook up to fing
was he looked up at him anq said, “Zaec heus, Josus, away from ourselyes,
make haste, anq come down; fop to-day | The wise men. They followed the star,
must abide gt thy house, How glaq Zae- OFf what use woupo it have heey if
cheus must haye been to |

they had
Jesus? They

that, and gy not?  Would they have found
Jesus sat iy his house e an think Loy followed until

cagerly Zacchens listened while Jesus told Hot afraid to ¢
him what e ought to do. Jpe had taken
money from some people  that

they founq lim, They were
ell what they wished to find
him for, They saiq that they

he had o St and had o
right to, anq he was Very sorry now that what we must come tqo Jdesus for, We must
he had eyep done so, We are sure that he Praise ang pray, and (o it with all onp
really wag sorry, for he gave back to every. hearts, Impress the thought that Christmas
one four times gy much as he had take, time s pot simply g season of merry-mak-
Then when he 1y gan to love Jesug ho began to ing, thongh We are to he Joyful on the day,
love hig “neighbors™ ag e neveyp

had hefope The gifts, These wige men seemed o 1o
and he showed his love by giving half of iy, They haq
all that he had to the poor and needy,

had seen 1js
e to worship him,  Thgy is

precious things with them,
a8 they Journeyeq, and  thege they offered
o the hahy Jesus in his low ]y place, Nog),-
ing was too good op costly Nothing ever

LESSON x11, Dec, 23.) is 100 good to bring to oup dfour,  Betrep
CHRISTMAS LESSON, Matt. 2, 1.1, than gold g a loving heart, anq a liftle
life given to him,  Giving to “the least of
these,” the Poor and thoge who have no
helper, is giving to Christ, We should myke
Primavy Notes, much of thig thought wit), children gt Christ-

mas time, Teachers should yse the glaq op-
Iulrmlu(‘lorm Begin portunity, By an means crowd oyt selfish-
this lesson by a little ness hy Christlike giving,
talk upon (he Joyous The greatesy wift. Talk over hriefly
expectations childven  of the good things we have rece
always indulge g¢ this  our Father in h
time, Try to link the parents,
thought of gifts with
the great gift, Why

GOLDEN TgxT . “Thanks he unto (

iod for Lig
unspeakable gify," 2 Cor. 9, 15

o

some
ived from
faven—such ag life, home,
friends, food, clothes, hooks, ana
such things easily drawn from the childrep,
Then emphasize the giving of the unspeak
4o we try to make able gift. 0, to leave upon each Young,
¢ach other glaq and thankfy) at this time? tender, ardent heart, the deep impression of
It is in remembrance of the gift of that first  the love of God in the gift of his Sq
Christmas Day. Oup hearts should pe full g living, loving, peq) Saviour,

of love at thig season because of the love little child, giving his life fop
that brought the Saviour to us,

On, as
» coming ag n
us each one!

Impress Can we eVer pay for this gift? No, but
ness of e can be thankful, anq We can give thanks,
" con- i)} Upon Golden Text, On our crown we
will write, “The Greatest Gift,” to help us

¥, and longs to have ¢, remember God's love, This js the most

Drecious jewe] of all,
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Dear fellow-teachers, let us turn all the
sweet associations of happy childhood into
golden threads to bind young hearts to
Christ on Christmas Day. Make the lesson
a familiar story, in all details, and fasten it
with prayer. )

What hast thou brought
f::?’ ._,,. < to Me?

For the Youngest Children.

“Thanks be unto God for his

GoLpEN TexT
akable gift.” 2 Cor. O, 15.

Impression.  God is the great Giver,

Point of contact. Gifts, and how to use
them,

Approach. Showing that we are glad God
gives to us.

Lesson story.  Tell simply, Ictting chil-
dren help.

Eapression, Loving and giving,

Iow many of you have ever had a present ?
How many have ever given some one else
a present?  What would you like your
mother to do with the book you gave her?
Would you he pleased if she never looked
at it, or if she let it lie on the floor or
left it where it would be sure to get soiled
and torn? Would you think she cared much
about it if she treated it that way?

At this time we are asked to think a
great deal ahout the great gift that we have
received from God. It is our heavenly Fa-
ther who gave Jesus, the great gift, to us,
and he wants to see how we will use his
Drill the class a little on John 3. 16,

gift.

and draw from the children their views as
to how they may show God that they are

pleased with his gift.

Tell the lesson story with the aid of a
gilt star and the crayon. It is the simple,
familiar story, and the children will love to

SUND.AY SCIHIOOL BLANNER,

fill in blank spaces as you give the oppor-
tunity.

Of course, the Christmas spirit must Le
inculeated with this lesson. God gives us
s0 many blessings hecause he wants us to
give to people who haven't so many. The
children should be taught to look forward
to the Sunday school Christmas tree or
entertainment, not so much as a chance to
get something as an opportunity to give, and
giving to the poor should be an important
part of the proceedings.

If special cases—families who would have
no Christmas if these children did not pro-
vide it—can be brought to their notice, so
much the better. In a school where this
was done last year the children were told
among other things that one little girl seven
vears old had never owned a doll. Several
children at once proposed to go without the
new doll they had been looking forward ‘to
having, in order to give it to the child who
had never had one. Two large families were
made very happy, but surely the greater
hlessing came to the children who gave, and
who in many cases made real sacrifices to
do so—giving up a favorite book or toy or

foregoing a new one.

LESSON XIV. (Dec. 30.)
REVIEW.

GOLDEN TExT: “Thou crownest the year
with thy goodness.,” DIsa 65. 11.

Sing lesson hymn for the quarter.  (Tune,

“Little drops of water.”)

From these precious lessons
In the holy word

We may learn the goodness
Of our loving Lord.

Ile is kind and tender,
He is good to all,

Caring for the children,
Though so weak and small.

Primary Notes.

We have come to the last of the year, and
this last Sunday is like a crowning day. Our
Father's goodness crowns the year, as we have
learned all through the happy weeks. Each
lesson has given us a shining jewel for our
memory crown. By this, we mean a thought to
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remembey, o thought worth more than a  ygeq it to help our memories, but noy we
precious gem, Let us BO over oup Jewels ; must  keep thege precious e ns in oup

Lesson 1, Jesus Dining wity a Pharis hearts, whether we gop the picture on the
Thought jeel, Humility, Plackboard or not,

Lesson
Jewel for

Parable of the ¢
crown, |

)

ireat Supper.
oving Invitation,
The Lost Sheep, Joy,
The Prodigal Son,

Lesson 3,

Forgive.

Lesson 5,
fulness,

The Unjust Steward, Faith-

The Rich May and 1

Aazarus,
Heaven,

Lesson 7, The ey Lepers Cleansed,
Thankfulness,
Lesson 8, Sober living, Temperance,

Lesson ),

The Rich Young 1
lowing Chyijst,

tuler, Ioj.
Lesson 10,

Bartimeys Healeq,
Prayer,

Answere(
Lesson 11, Zaccheus the Publie.

an,
ing and Say ing.

Seek-
Lesson 12,
est Gift,
Use picture roll in pe
Seribing  pictupe and
Luess the name from de
g enough of the lesson story to be sype that
it is fastened in memory, (g different
ones to point ont places upon the map; al-
low different scholars to give little portions
of the storjes: ask for the raising of hands,
1o show how many remembhep lesson points,
before calling for them ; designate individ-
ual scholars to give name of lesson from de-
seription, ang by all means secure alert anq
ntevested attentioy 1o the review, which
should he brief, sprightly, ang imnrossi\'u,
recalling what g been taugit, not giving
new  lessons o overload sma) memories,
The teaching of the quarter culmingtes on
this day,

Christmag Lesson. The Great-

view, if possible, do.
making the children
scription, ang recall-

The erown,
on the hoard at
is 1ot a real erc
it stands

This crown which was made
the beginning of the quarter
"Wn of gold anq jewe

Is, but
for what js spoken of jp

to-day’s

Golden 'Pext We will pun it out very soon,
and you wil see it no more, but wij that
really take away God's ¢

rown of goodness
, it never can, 3
urself and shoylq leave
it in the sun till it fadeq away you would
not be gone, would yon? Surely not. This
(TOWn on the board is a memory crown, We

for the year? O po,
ad a picture of yo

This js a rown of goodness,
Father always give

Does our
Us good thingsy Sup-
bose we have heen sick or SOrry on some days
in the year, can we eqj) such things good?
Yes, if God

sends them they are gooq for
us though they may not seem good to ys,
Jjust as medicine that las a bitter

taste may
+ 10 make us e,
hard to e
ecious for thyt,
a king's crown
took long

cost

yet be good to take
of the lessons are
more pr

Some
rn, but they gpe
Just as g diamond iy
worth more because iy
deep in the earth,
K 10 cut

is
to find ijt
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much harvd wopj
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these heautiful lessons,
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You so¥
for the Oy

years ang |,
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For the Youngest Children,

GOLDEN Tgxy. “Thon

Crownest the
with thy goodness,”

Psa. 65, 11,

year

This review can be carried out in g way
o interest the little ones if a large sheet
of blue baper is used op which a six-pointed
star has been faintly outlined, Have ready
twelye good-sized gilt stars, and paste one op
for each lesson at the inner anq outer pointg
a8 you talk about tpe lessons
ter very briefly, Put the first
the Golden Text of the quarter,

of the star,
of the quar
star on for
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and weave it in with the lessons when pos-
sible, having the children say it. Review the
truth in each lesson and the Golden Text
when it applies to the truth and is simple,
IFor instance: What beautiful day in each
week has d given to us to keep for him?
We will put a star on our paper for that
day, and we will say, “It is lawful to do—."
When the twelve stars are in place say
to the children: The Bible says, “Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above and
cometh down from the Father.,” We have
t many of these good
sons of the quarter. What
did we learn last Sunday is the greatest of
all gifts? From whom does it come? To
whom?  May each little child have this
d gift to carry with him into the new
Then the year will be “crowned with
his goodness™ to each one of us, and, we
may say from our hearts, “Thanks be unto
God for his unspeakable gift.”

heard about a
in the k

Whisper Songs for December.

NINTH LESSON,
Dear Father, make me wise with truth
And rich with love,
That T may choose the path in youth
That leads above.

TENTH LESSON,
Dear Father, open thou mine eyes
That T may see
The hand that all my life has led
And cared for me,

ELEVENTH LESSON,
Dear Father, open thou my heart
To let thee in,
Dwell always there to save thy ¢hild
From self and sin.

TWELFTH LESSON,
Dear Father, let me choose to-day
The better part,
Let Christ the Lord be born again
Within my heart.

THIRTEENTH LESSON,

Because the year is crowned with love
This Christmas day,
Accept the crown of praise we bring
Dear Lord, we pray.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,
Fourth Quarter,
GREETING,
T'eacher. The Lord is in his holy temple.
Children (singing softly and reverently) :
“IToly, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts!
Heaven and earth are full of thee,
Heaven and earth arve praising thee,
O, Lord, most high!”

T. “Let everything that hath breath praise
the Lord.”

€. “My lips shall utter thy praise.”

Pra1sE Sona,

T. Why is it right for us to praise the
Lord?

. *O that men would praise the Lord for
his goodness, and for his wonderful
works to the children of men!

Ecno PRAYER.

(Briefly explain a single clause of the
Lord's Pra following with the
concert repetition of the DPrayer,
slowly and reverently.)

OFFERING. (A simple exercise in connection
with the offering may be made pleas-
ant and helpful. This should he
varied from quarter to quarter.)

T. Whom does our God love?

', “God loveth a cheerful giver.”

7. How did Jesus say we should give?

', “Freely ye have received, freely give,

T. What are we told to remember

', “Remember the words of the Lord Je
sus, how he said, It is more blessed
to give than to receive.”

BIRTIIDAY EXERCISE.

SINGING (appropriate to the lesson).

RECITATION (to precede Lesson Teaching)

T. What shall we ask for these little eyes?

0, “Open them, Lord,
To see in thy Word
Wondrous things;
Light them with love,
And shade them above
With angel's wings.”
LessoN TaAueHr.
LaAsT Worps.
CLoSING PRAYER.
“Dear Father, now, before we part,
Receive our humble prayer,
And fill with love each little heart;
Go with us everywhere.
O, may we ever watchful be!
Keep us from sin, and near to thee.”
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The Birds of Bethlekom,

BY R. w, GILDER,

I hearq the bells of Uethlehnm ring—
Their vojce Was sweetep than the
Driests’ !
I heard the bird of Uothlehem sing,
Unbidden in the churchly feasts,

They clung anq sung on
chain,
High in the dim and incenseq air;
The Priests, with repetitiong vain,
Chanteq a ne\'er-onding brayer,

the swinging

So bel] and bird ang Priest | heard,
But voice of bird wag most to me—
It haa N0 ritual, neo word,
And yet jt sounded trye and free,

I thought child Jesus, were he here,
Would like the singing birds the best,
AR Tntah pie little handg in air,
And smile upon hig mother's breast,
llc[hiehpnl, Holy Week, 1896,

Christmas,

Nineteen hundreq Years haye pbassed
since the birth at Bethlehem, heraldeq
by angelg through the Starry silence, and
broclaimeq by simple shepherdg as the
first breachers of the Gospel of the
Christ, Once more the sacreq anniver-
SAry recurs apq the thoughtg of Chris-

tendem gare centred aroungq the Hirlhr].n,\'
of its Lorq,

The spirjt of the day
‘onsecration, the Spirit w
and rejoiceg in the l~‘athnrhuml of God,
Which recognizesg and rejoices in the
brotherhooq of man, Which brings jtg
gifts in loving homage to the Christ, and
I his name and for hig sake
them ypon his brethy,
sad, the sllﬁ'oring. and the poor, whom
We have always witp Us. And the heartg
that ape influenceq most by that spirit,
and that Dractically éxercise it by per-
sonal minisrralinns of SYympathy and
beneficence are the heartg that shal] enter
most fully jnto the joy of Christmag,

The spirit of the day is the spirit of
forgiveness, It breathes the forgivenegs
of God fop man, ijt bespeaks the forgive.
Ness of men ope for another, It is a
day fop the arrangement of misunder-
Standings, fop the settlement of anarrels,

reconciliation of Separated

is the spirit of
'hich recognizeg

Let handg clasp over Christ’s

SUNDAY SCHOoY, BANNER,

crated childhooq, truly converteq
telligently trained fop service, i
of doing fop the Master,

beople of oup own familjeg prese:
for evangelization that may wel
to noblest efforts,
8athering up these

cradle, Jet wrongs pe rm';:iv('n, and rights
be ur-kuow!edgwl, and confessiong be
made ang vxp:anminns be accepted, ip
the atmosphere of infinjte love Which in
the imfarnaliun is made manifest, And
the heartg that go out mosgt frimkly and
generougly in SYmpathy With th, heart
ot God, and jip geénuine rnprmlln-uun of
his t‘urgi\'ing love, are the heartg that
shall know the Supreme SWeetnesg of
Chrismmslido.

Peace and gooq will !
Will!  The chorus of the
chime of Christmag bellg through all the
centurjeg since, o Glory to God in the
highest. and op earth Deace, Bood-wi])]
towarq men."” The spirit of Christmas.
the spipjt of the Gospel of the Incarna-
tion of God in man, the spirit of heaven
i S in the Strain, God saye us
from the jnrring notes, borp of imlivhiual
svlllshnoss, or socia] Obpression, or na-
tiona] pride, op intern;mmml Je

alousy
that mingle With anq mar the heaven-
Sel,

Peace anq good
ange] Song, the

born hm-mnn,\' 1—8

Gather in the Young,

Rey, George Steel, Presldent New
nrunswlvk and PRI, Conference:

With contrition, confession and supplj-
Cation, mlnlsters, te:«('hers. leaders, stew-
ards, anq the memhershlp generally, are
requested to come before the Lorq, Let
us all come to him for M(‘sslng, then go
forth to others witp I)lossings with oup
lnultlpl,\'lng social comforts, vnl.’n'glngr
mlm';lthmul :uh’anmges and unimpaiy. |
oyalty to the truth as jt jg in Jesus; let
us believe that God hag greater blessings
in store Or us in the Opening century
than even those Which haye C‘rowned angq
glorified the departing one.  Highly
creditable gpg Wondrously successfy]
ave been oy efforts jn the di i
Sathering i, the Outcasts, An
ought to bhe pe relaxation in thi
But the closing of

S work,
of the
unify Canadian Methodis;

century migp¢
m in one intellj-

If thig were done, e
more
of reclaiming the wan.
that we have come to
hat a conge.
and in-
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Wonderful Peace.
Rev, W, G. Coorer.

N\ N

Rev. W. D. CorNenl,  Alt.
—

1. Far away in the depths of my spir-it to-night, Rolls a mel - o-dy sweeter than
9 What a treasure I have in this won-der-ful peace, Buried deep in the heart of my
I_am rest-ing to-night in this wonderful peace, Resting sweetly in Je-sus’ con-

C
F
psalm; In ce - les - tial-like strains it un-ceas-ing - ly falls O’er my soul like an in- Ti
soul; So se-cure that no pow-er can mine it  a-way, While the years of e - ter-
trol; For I'm kept from all danger by night and by day, And His glo-ry is flood-
St
The
The
fin - ite calm. .
ni - ty roll. Peace! Peace! Wonderful peace ! Coming down from the Father above;
ing my soul —
|l
\ o o
Sweep ov - cv my spivit for-ev.er, I pray, In fathomless billows of love.
4 And methinks, when I rise to that City of |5 Ah! soul, are you here without comfort or
peace, rest,
Where the Author of peace T shall see, Marching down the rough pathway of time?
That one strain of the song which the ran- Make Jesus your friend ere the shadows grow <
somed will sing, dark ; :
Oh, accept of this peace so sublime !—Cuo. WA

In that heavenly kingdom shall be:—Cro.

i-‘;olll “ The Chorus of Praise.” New York : Eaton & Mains,
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CH, 50c, PER DOZEN, POSTPAID,

The King Cometh, Christmas Snow Stars,
An origina] service for Christmag, An exercise for the Sunday Schools,
By J. [f Hall, 1. H, Mack, and C. By Mrs, Wilbur Crafts,
A" Miles, R Bethlehem's King.

The Voice of Rejoicing. An original anq iteresting Christmag

A new and complete service of song  § service. By Revs, R, L. Lewis and
and recitation for Christmas, By M W. B. Judefind,

J. L, Hall, 1. H, Mack and C. A [

Miles, b

Christmas Blessings,

-
Cantatas for Christmas,

noriginal service forSundny Schools, , :
y W, A. Post, A, A, Payn'and Geo, Thehﬁz’ovsve-l:::tkes Ch"“m"' or Santa
B. Nevin, A Christmag Cantata, suitable for
Fulfilment of Prophecy, 8chools or other Jjuvenile societies,
A scriptural service of 8ong and recj. Libretto by B. B, James, mugje by
tation, y Rev, George P, Beard W. B, Judefind, Single copies, 250,

3
¢
¥
$
and Arthur Wilgop, § net, postpaid,
g
H

The Star anq the Song, In Santa Clayg’ Land.
' original seryice for Christmas, Christmas Cantata. Words by

By J. L. Hall and I, H, Mack, A. Saunders, music by H, p, Main,
e th, 30c., Postpaid ; per dozen,
$3.00, not, prepaid,

The Son of the Highest,
Lorenz's Chojr Cantata, No, 9,
Cantata for Christmas or othep son,
services,  Tex arranged and mugje
¢omposed by E, §, “orenz. Kach,

Star of the Orient,
A Christmag service.  Edited by
Alonzo Stone and C, A, Bechter,

The King Immanuel,

A Christmas Service of Seripture and
song. By Rev. Robert Lowry,

The Birthday of Our Loyd, 30c., postpaid ; per dozen, §3.00, nof
Christmasy service for & inday Schools, Prepaid,
I
* b
tbe Rev. James Benderson, D.D.,
says .

Redcmp‘ion “The author of this remarkable book
Possesses that rape quality of ming to
or DaOid which we give the name ‘genius.’  Fe
Seems to have steeped himself jn his subject
orson for a lifetime, Hjs dissection of the morg]
nature and hig Portrayal of the workings

ofa 8uilty conscience are marvellous, He P
Bv m"“ ff@d"k Goss 8ees with the vision of & poet, thinks wigh
gliplelfr 57152?11“- the acumen of the Philosopher, and writes
oth, $1.25, with the touch of 7o mean literary aptjg, »

] Postpaid, 4
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FOR THE YOUNG
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FOLKS

CHILDREN’S ™

Favorite Classics

Printed from new plates on fine
paper. Fully illustrated, including
colored frontispiece and vignette
title in each volume.
16M0, CLOTH, REGULAR PRICE, T5c.

OUR PRICE, 50¢c., Posteaip

(2]
Alice’'s Adventures in Wonderland. By
Lewis Carroll.
Black Beauty. By Anna Sewall.
Carrots. By Mrs. Molesworth.
Cuckoo Clock. By Murs. Molesworth,
Peep of Day.
Tanglewood Tales.
thorne,
Through the Looking Glass.
Carroll.
‘Water Babies. By Charles Kingsley.
Wonder Book. By Nathaniel Hawthorne,

By Nathaniel Haw-

By Lewis

THE===

Mother Goose Series

Handsome Cloth Binding. Iiluminated
Covers. Size 6} x 8§ inches,

A series of Profusely Illustrated Books
for the Young,

Publisher's Price, 50c.
Our Price, each, net, 35c¢., postpaid

Mother Hubbard’s Melodies.

Mother Goose's Rhymes.

Puss in Boots, and Other Stories.

The Sleeping Beauty, and Other Stories.

Little Red Riding Hood, and Other
Stories.

Jack the Giant Killer, and Other Stories.

Jack and the Beanstalk, and Other Stories

Cinderella ; or, The Little Glass Slipper.

Beauty and the Beast, and Other Stories.

Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp.

|
1
\
|

|

L]

2
i
|
L]
%

Young Folks’ Library

Illustrated with colored frontispiece
and other illustrations. Bound in ing-
lish vellum cloth, side and back stampe
in gilt and colored inks from a new and
appropriate design,

Regular Price, 50c each.

Our Price, 35c., Postpaid.

e

Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
Stowe,

The Water Pabies. By Charles Kingsley.
Miss Toosey and Laddie.
Rab and His Friends. By Dr. Brown.

Adventures of a Brownie. By Miss
Mulock.

Child's History of England.
Dickens,

By Harriet Beecher

By Charles

Nursery Seriesst

New Testament Stories. By E. A.
Macdonald. 18 stories, with numer-
ous illustrations., Illuminated board
QOVOPR o5 vs0vb0 40 i000na bin s 40ass ube 035
A0 O0VIIN 5.+ b us i e i s 0 50
‘‘The stories are well told, and well adapted for the

use of the little ones on Sunday evenings,"— Methodist

Recorder.

Old Testament Stories. By Rev.
Robert Tuck, B.A. 17 stories fully
illustrated. Illuminated  board

OV B 00 v s 0enioisnsprsassdnss 0 35

CHORODVIRN «.o o'ys oo sy bwies e irs % 0 50
One Hundred New Animal Stories.

By Alfred E. Lomax. Illustrated

by various artists.  Illuminated

DOAPA COVEXE .« v v v ssainsis sovies 0 80
Tales Told at the Zoo. By E.

Velvin, with many illustrations.

Hluminated board covers.......... 035
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sayor e SUNAQY Sehyoo] Lessons for 1901 ]

SUNDAY ScHOOL, BANNER,

Pelouber'y Seleet Notes, A
Sunday Schoo] Lessons for 1901
of Christ, By Rev, F.

Cummenury on the
- Studies in the Life

Jesus Chrige the Divine Man. His Lite and
Times, By Rev. J, F, Vallings, M, A, Cloth,

Hcts,

. F. N, Peloubet, D.D,, and M, A | Studles i Mark's 6o el. By Rey, Charles 8,

" 5 Peloul':t. Cloth, 1,55, | Robinson, .5 Chdiospel. By

% Mlustrative Notes, A kuide to the study of the % " e princi J
Internationa) Sunday Schay Lessons o 1001, By The Bible Text-Book; or the rincipal texts relating

a<ll Neely and Doherty, Cloth, §1,25,

10

to the bersons, places, and au{rjecu! occurring in the
Menday Ciub » ; ; Holy Scriptures, Cloth, net, §1,00,
onday Clu| Sermons, A series of sermons on ¢ he - .
Sunday  Sehoe oS A te 1001, By eriners "*,,,1,:,:;,:{:;,.,-,{3}',-,~,,°'(»,',!:; A%y Testament,
preachers, Cloth, $1.25 I i Ry Aeiandant

5 4 U Gospel
Golden Texe Rooks, 1901, ang Bible Facts, . ated Genmentary ‘on' ""1'» us p:d
oh, 350 er d according to 8¢, John. * For amily use a
Scts. each, 350ts, per doz, reference, and for the great body of Christian workers
Dlluhev'v7 Henry's l‘ommnnny. 6 vols, Qloth, of all denominations, By Lyman Abbott, D.D,
net, $7.40, g

Cloth, 1,50,
Adam Clarke's ('omnunlury. 6 vols,
§10.00,

Cloth, net, The Life or Christ,
ar ) eric W, Farrar, D.D.,F.R.8, Cloth, §1
» The Proper Names of (ne Bible, Their opho 1y Frederic W, Farrar, D.D.] KRS, Cloth, 75cts,
graphy, pronuncj ion and signification, By John || pne Life of Jesus Christ. By James Stalker, D.D,
" Farrar.” Cloth, 500t Cloth, 60cts,
Bible Tustrations. A series of plates illustrating || ggpe and Times or Jesus the Messtah, Com.
biblical versiong and antiquities, an appendix to plete in one volume, By Alfreq Edersheim, MA,
Helps to the Study of the Bible, Cloth, 40cts, | Oxon,, D.D,, Ph.D, Cloth, $1,25,
Harmony or the Gospels in the words of the Author- “ The Exposttor'y Bible,
= iz ersion, Fnllu\\ing the harmony of the Gospels ' St. Matthew, By Rev, J, M, Munro Gibson, Cloth,
" in Greek, By Edward Robinson, D.D., LL.D. with | ¥1.10,
explanatory notes, and references to parallel and || By Dean G, A, Chadwick, p,p, Cloth,
illustrative hassages.  Edited by Benjamin Davis, ||
'8 Ph.D, Qlot, 1, b0cts, I By Rev, H, Burton, M, A, Cloth,
A Barmony of the Gospery, Being tho lite of Jegys || foth, eact) eV. Prof. Marcus Dods, Dy b,
- in the words of the four evangeligts, Arranged )y Uloth, each, §1.10,
W. H. Withrow, D.D,, F.R.S, from the Revigeq [} and the § ok; or Hiblical Illustrationg
Version of the New Test nent , b0cts, | from the man ers and customs, the »cun;c
e ByF.w ).D., F.R.§ Y and scenery of the Holy Land, By Rev, w, .
= The Merods, by 46 DDy FRS. Clo, (| Thomson, DD, Cloth, $5 54
*Full of interest, The Timey, Helps to the Study of the Bible, Comprising sup;.
{ of ), X a " ’ maries of the severa] books, with Copious explanatory
: “o::j::ey, Yoy dom STUAment. By Waler § notes and tables, ilustrative of Seripture istory and
X : : | the characteristics of Bible Loy 5, embodying the
The ‘.lmlz';ld"i!“'b" r‘f" ""M’“l"‘ and ¢ 0|l'rl’~- results of the most recent, researches, together with 5
s‘;lezl%m:‘:\ idited by Rev, A, Carr, M.A. " Cloth, I‘f dictionary of proper names, A biblical index, concor.
2 ¥ n lance, new series of maps.  Cloth, 60cts,
St. Luke. By Rev, F, w, 5 , D.D, @ 0y || g E0008 o
.x,If:)_ y SR Oloth, net, ” The l’nlellt ('olnlmilinf‘nry.dh;{lned.,by Rp'v»'; (i::unl)l"
X k. B .G, F, )LD, Cloth H. D. M, Spence, M. .y AN €v. Joseph 8, Exel
ideia % Rev. . F. Mactar, p,p, ot om, f| MY - Vorarsr Yol . and IL, cach, net, gaen:
5 St. John, By Rey, A. Plummer, M.A, D.D, Cloth, || St. Luke, Vols, 1. and IL, each, net, $2,00,
0 net, $1,10, Commentary on the  Gospels, Intended for
The Smaller Cambridge Binte rop Schools, gpular use. By D, D. Whedon, DD, Matthew,
e St, Matthew, "By Rey® 4. Carr, M.A." Cloth, net, rk, Luke, and John.  Each, g1 50,
it Sets,

J . Christ and iy Friends, A series of reviva)
8t. Mark, By Rev, F, G, Maclear, p, D. Cloth, net,
250ts,

uermgnm By Rev. Louis Albert Banks, DD, Cloth,
& . : S net, $1.50,
.sr: Luke, By Frederic W, Farrar, D.D, Cloth, net, The (;umnﬂh,n,."g c«.eordn.u to the Holy
., 2octa, z " Seriptures, By Rev.J. B, R. Walker, Based on
Ma‘_‘dcﬂn. By Rev, A, Plummer, M.A, Cloth, net, the Authorized Veuk‘),n, co,émm-,:g 50,000 cljn?"
5 “efigis references than (y en's  Concordance, loth,
& The Parables of our Lord. By Maroy, Dods, D, D, $1.75,
0 irst series, The Pparables recordeq by St, Matthew, Cruden’s Complete Concordance to the Old and
Cloth, $1.25, New Testaments. The g ial leinuru' in the new
'l R y 0 translation, revision and extension, of the proper
Y Ige';:vr; 2:;: .nr ";':er :&”r:ﬂleu ':i‘-u?r:;;;l?gvl)&’ !'l L)k‘: names of the Old and New Testaments, with their
Cloth, $1.25, D S meanings in "ny %;iglnn'l lnlng(l)uxu. Rev. Alfreq
F Jones, M. A, oth, net, §1.00,
] The Holy Land 1n ge TAPhy and in migeory, . L
By Townsend Mlc()ou‘;lf MA," Vo), T, 7

yol. 1L, History,  Tllustrated wiey 83 maps, ent. By Rev. - Oloth, net
» $2.00, s,

¢ 4 Ji the Messtah, 1n Prophecy ana Fual
3 “’“"ﬁ‘,’;’l’f‘: | desms E H. Dowart, 5p

X 35

St Matthew's Witness to Words ana w, ) Studles in Matthew., By Rev. J, Oynddylan Jones,
the lionl L?’. Our Saviour' lite, ag revenlo: iﬁ".:: Cloth, $1,25, %

wos of his earljest, evangelist, gy Francis w, Stadies in John. B Rev, J, Oynddy| Jones,

am, L5, Cloth, 81,30 . . "G, e %
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Che Sunday School Library

F carefully-selected books are added to the Library from time to time the interest in it may

¥ be intensified,and the results to the scholars and the Church be of lasting benefit. At the pres-
ent time our stock is very large, and is being added to almost daily by new shipments direct

from the publishers. Our standing orders for the new publications as they are issued, enable

us to keep pace with the times and to give Library Committees an opportunity to procure the newest
books without delay. We make a proposition which will prove advantageous to you and to us.
Write us for a case of the newest books, to be sent you on approval. Specify amount you wish
to expend, and we will send double the quantity for inspection, we paying freight on return

parcel. Put yourselves in communication with our LIBRARY DEPARTMENT, when all the
necessary information will cheerfully be given. A few new books worthy of mention are :
Mooswa : and Others of the Boundaries Adventures in the South Pacific
The Canadian animal book. By W. A. Fraser. By one who was born there. With six
Tlustrated by Arthur Heming. Cloth, net, $1.50. illustrations. Cloth, 90c,
The Silent Prince A Little Protestant in Rome
A story of the Netherlands, By Mrs, Hattie By Eglanton Thorne. Cloth, illustrated, 85c.
Arnold Clark. Cloth, $1.25.
. That scholarship Boy
From Aldershot to Pretoria By Emma Leslie. Cloth, illustrated, B85c.

A story of Christian Work among our Troops
in South Africa, By Rev. W. E. Sellers, 15

illustrations. Cloth, 90c, Brave Deeds Series

‘With Our Soldiers at the Front
Or Conflict and Victory in South Africa. By
Henry Johnson. 15 illustrations. Cloth, 90c.

Knots
guiet Chats with Boys and Girls. By Rev. A,
. MacKray, M.A. Cloth, 70c,

Journeys to Jerusalem
A Sunday afternoon occupation for young
ple.  With a Key to the Journeys and
nstructions for their right performance, By
Mary and Isabel Moule, Net, 35c.

Through a Needle's Eye
By Hesba Stretton. Cloth, illustrated, $1,25.

Life's Anchor
A story of the days of Dr. Johnson and Hannah
More. ' By Harriet E. Colville. Cloth, illus-
trated, 90c.

The Lord’s Purse-Bearers
By Hesba Stretton, Cloth, illustrated, 60c.

CLOTH, ILLUSTRATED, 75 CENTS EACH

Strange Tales of Perll and Adventure
Adventures Ashore and Afioat

Romance of Real Life
True Incidents in the Lives of the Great and
Good,

Stories for Givls

Gold In the Furnace
By M. H. Cornwall Legh. With illustratio
by Lancelot Speed.  Cloth, illustrated, $1.:

About Peggy Saville
By Jessie Mansergh.  Cloth, illustrated, 90«

LML PIEASAGSASA

The Schoolmistress of Haven's End
By Ella Eldersheim Oberton. Cloth, illustrate
70¢.

Victorin Ward

StOt(es for 3098 By Jessie Armstrong. Cloth, illustrated, 50
Allan Adair Enid Duncan
Or, Here and There in many Lands. By Dr. Or, The Disciplipe of a Year. By Edith |
Gordon Stables, R.N. 'With . illustrations b Y “loth, Hllustrated, S5c.
Alfred Pearce, Cloth, $1.25. ik e e
Dantel’s Fallen Dagon Molly and ¥
By H. Louisa Bedford. Nlustrated, 50c. By the Author of “* Jack, " etc. Cloth, 85c.

DISCOUNTS AND TERMS ARE THE BEST
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CALENDARS FOR 1901

Canadian Patriotic Calendar

Nuuery Favoriteg, Six leaves,
e ki 3 bhbe il i en Hearts are Young. six leaves,
€ hands mest ay Most appropriate Jalend ar o % b
the year, marki, & an epoch in the ,n’ulory of the Empire, | Wrea Ung Flowers Six leaves,
t is In-mllilull_\ Ii!hukruplwd in 14 Colors, and’ the

subject matter wil) appeal to every loyal Canadian,
Pictures of the Queen, Lord Roberts, Lord Kitchener,
Genera] Buller, General White Colonel Baden-Powel),
Colonel Oty and other propy; officers in the Souh
African Can, ign. 7| endar for j ng to
friends jn any part of the Empire, Each, in a boy,
BL.50 neq,

The Regatta, Twelve leaves, Sea Scenes,
At 50¢, Each,

Fra Angelico, Six leaves,
Fluent Songsters, Four slat, Birgy gq Flowers,
The Merry Skaters, sjy leaves,
Delightfy) Days. six leaves,

© Passage of the Year. Six glat,
Recherche Caleadar, Four slat, Filopq,

At 75¢, Each,
Lucky Day Calendar.
Garden Gems. Papgies,
Dog Days. Dogs’ Heads,
Cat Tails, (g Heads,
Fairy Starg,

Coloreq,

At 1
Winged Thoughts, Four slat,
Peace Abundant, g,y slat,

At 15¢. Each,
Sun of My Soul, Six slat,

Sweet Welcome, six slat,
Sweet Innocence,
Little Sweethearts, 1y, slat,
Flight of Time. ¥Four slat,
Golden Wreatps, Four glat,
Woodlang Melodies Fancy,
Sweet, Songs, Fancy,
Golden Pathg, Twelve leaye,
Divine Light, Twelve leg

Six slat,

At 90¢, Each,

Phillipg Brooks Calendar. Twelve leayes,
olored Scenery anq Flowers,
Hoaveluy Promiges, Six leaves, Floral, Coloreq,
Floral Greetings From the Poets.

Floral, Coloreq,
Golden Hours. sy
Art Gems, Four Le,
old Favorites,

Coloreqd,

es,

Six leaves,

A

Divine Light, Six leaves, Flopy,
The Haverga], Eight leaves, Flopy),

Six leaves, Country Scenes,
Sea Breezes. s, Shaped, Seq Pictures,
Violet, Six slar,
Floral Emblems. Four leaves,
Good Hope, Four leay
The Goethe, Four leave
The Beethoven. ur leaves,
The Liszt. Four leaves,

At 25¢, Each,
For Remembrance. Seven slat, Forget-me-notg
The Vignette. Four slat, Roses,
The Seraph. Six gla;, Forget-me.nots,
Violets anq }‘orget-me-nou, Six slat,
Pups and Pussies. joy, slat.

At 35¢, Each,
The Year’s Greetingg.

Igures,
Pasging Seasons. six leaves,
Thomag g Kempis.

Leaves, Fiuureu,('nlurwl.
aves. After I

andseer, et
Four leaves,

+ Colored,
After T, Webster, R.A,

At $1.25 Each,
Golden Times, Six leaves, Figyres
The Golfer's Season. Twelve Jeq, es.
Nature's Gems,

Floral,
Floral ang Scenery,

and Scenery,
Figures, Colored,
Scenery, Colored.

At $1.50 Each,
Treasures of the Year,
Mndunnuu. ete,
Sweet Memories, Three leayes,
Figures,

Gems of Beauty, Three
Figures,

Six leaves,
Bix leaves, l‘hnluum\'uren.
Photo Etuhing»,
leaves Photo Hn'hiuus.

At $2.25 Each,

Youth anqd Beauty, sy leaves,  ppote Etchings,
Figures,

BLOCK CALENDARS
At 35¢, Each,

Six leaves, Etchings anq

Etchings and Scenery,

ix leayes, Colored,

Daily Light. With a ey for every morning anq
. evening in the year,
'l'heﬂouon! Gems. leaves, Photograyupes and Come Unto Me With a Seripture Text for every day
Scenery, X in the year,
The Happy Year. Six leaves, Photogravyres and
.\‘venvr.\.

Gems of Tho ht. A Calen

A idar with selections for
every day in t € year,

The Dickens Calendar, wj

day in the Year,

ariety of Calendags at various
150N surpasses oy excellent d;

WII.I.III ﬂﬂmﬂs *  Wesley Buildings

“.w, COATES, Montreal, r.Q.

Wise Words, Twelve Slat, Floral,
Fragrant Memorieg, Twelve Slat. Flopy,

We also have in stock a fine v,
Our stock this geq

th a Quotation for every

Prices up to §5,09 and $6,09.
isplay of last Year both in beauty and price,

TORONTO, onr,

S, F. HUESTIS, Haltfax, N,8,




SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

DEAN FARRAR'S NEW WORK

The Life of Lives

FurTHER STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF CHRIST
Cloth . 444 pages .~ Price, $1.50, postpaid.

FOR twenty-six years Farrar's “Life of Christ ” has been before the
public, and has enjoyed a widely popular sale. It has been translated
into many languages and has been circulated throughout the whole

world. It is, therefore, with no small pleasure we announce the publication
in a Canadian edition of a work supplementary to the “Life of Christ,”
dealing not so much with the incidents of that matchless life as with subjects
of high importance which the gospels suggest, and designed to deepen the
faith and brighten the hope in Christ of all who read it.

INDIA PAPER EDITION

Hethodistm&mn Book

er editions of the Hymn Book are very popular as CHRISTMAS
type book in the smallest possible size. They
in Oxford bindings.

The India Pay
GIFTS, meeting the demand for a large
are printed on the Oxford India paper and

24M0, BREVIER TYPE.,

1 0 FOR a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise.
SIZE, 6% X 3% x 3 Inches.

46A. Roan, limp, red under goldedges - - - - - 25
47TA. KEgyptian Seal, yapp, red under gold edges, round
corners, leather lined W ww N
48A. Persian Morocco, yapp, r/g, r/e, silk sewn, leather
lined T ¥ % m- % * A I
49A. Calf, limp, solid r/g, r/c, silk sewn 2 50

18MO, SMALL PICA TYPE,
1 FOR a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise.
SIZE, 6} x 4% x % Inches.
50A. Egyptian Seal, yapped, /g, r/c, leat herlined, - - $%226
51A. Calf limp, solid, v/g, r/c, silk sewn, - = - = = 32
52A. Levant Morocco, yapped, calf lined, r/g, r/c, silk sewn, 400
12MO, OR OLD PEOPLE'S SIZE, PICA TYPE,
1 IPHE thing my God doth hate
That 1 no more may do.
SIZE, 7% x 5% x 5 Inches.

53A. Egyptian Seal, yapp, r/g, r/c, leather lined, - $3 00
S4A. Persian Morocco, yapp, r/g, v/, silk sewn,leatherlined 3 60
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MNumbers for 190

Marco Polo Bridge in Pekin,

ILLUSTRATING “‘CHing 1n TRANSITION.

— e e e

VOLUMES

FIFTY-THREE

& ‘}5 ; ; mﬂDOGISl ;.;TVCT‘:’ogf
Magazine ang
o0~ Review

300 FINE ENGRAVINGS

EDITOR
W. H. WITHROW
D.D., F.R.S.C.

ROSPECTUS
& & % FOR

Tllustrated Articles ;

Alfred the Great.—To Commemorate the Thou-
sandth Anniversary of His Death.

Famous English Women,

Romance of London Streets, |

In the Black Belt, /

In the Land of the Kaiser.

The 8toried Rhine.

The Doukhobors of Canada.

Tollers of the Deep.

A Famous English Prison. The 01d Bailey

The Romance of Arc hitecture. ’

China in Transition, Il

Llre"and Work in toe Barbadoes, Rev. . w, ||
UNTER.

The Pan-American Exposition, f
Rural England. ’ |
Art_Papers, including Studies of the Great
Painters, Michael Angelo, Raphael, Rem- |
brandt, Rubens, Ary  Sheffer, Landseer, |
Gustave Dore, Rosa Bonheur, Turner, Alma |
Tadama.

Frml!pﬁlcting in New Oatario.
D,

Methodism in Finland.

Peasant Life on the Cornichi Road.

The Mother City of the Empire, |
B.isel and Bern. [
Canadian Artists' Paradise.—Grang Manan,
Student Life in Germany. |
The Queen at Home.
New Italy, [
Bevond the Grampians,
A Pleasure City,

The Powers of Europe.

Pror. A, P. CoLewmay,

Gambetta M , Paris




The Sacred Way, Rome,

NEW ITALY."

ILLUSTRATING '

Serial and Short Stories

Romance of a Country Town.
“The Mast Light in the Storm,” ‘“Woman's
Work for Women,” and Other Canadian
Stories. Mavp Penirr, B.A,, Author of ** From the
Hills of Algoma.”
The Saint of the Parsonage. J.
D.D,
The Church on the Rock.
An Unprofitable Servant.
A Turned Lesson, ete.
Also stories by Rev. E. R. Young, Jr., and others.

BENSON HAMILTON,

Emya E, HorN1EROOK,

L. G, MosERrLY

The Champs Elysees, Paris,

ILLUSTAATING ‘A PLEASURE CITY.'*

Missionary Papers

ILLUSTRATED

MANY OF THEM
Twentieth Century and Missions.

Rev, A,

Svrneruasn, DD, Missionary Secretary,
Log of a Missionary Deputation in Dominica,
Rev. T. W, HuNTER,

Tug Emtor

The Romance of Missions

Tiyo Soga, Native Kaffir Missionary. Rev.J, W,

Davinsos, B.A,, B.D, F
West of the Rockies. Rev. Arrtivnr Browsisa, 1
Pioneer Life in the Far West.

David Hill : Missionary and Saint. 7
City Mission Work. Rev, T K. E, Siq B.Dh,,

Superintendeni Fred Victor Mission, M

The Apostle of Red River,
Child Wives and Child Widows, Tl
Th
Edi
The
| New
£
1
8
| The ]
W
York
D
The
M
| A Ce:
me
Co
The C
gre
Knq

Glamis Castle.

BEYOND THE GRAMPIANS

ILLUSTRATING

Papers on Science

SEVERAL OF THEM ILLUSTRATED

Travel Through the Air: Its Progress and
Prospects.

Marvels of Electricity.

Triumphs of Engineering.

A Century's Progress in Science.

Edison on the Possibilities of Electricity.

The Inside of the Earth.

Unsolved Problems in Astronomy.
NEWCOMBE,

Recent Science. Prince Kropotkin,

The Kinetoscope: Its Theory and Mechanisn

Papers on Popular Science will record i
progress from month to month.

Prov.




e

Mecca - Brigto],

Suaw, LL.n,

A Plea for a Neglected Duty,
Methodism in the Ile et Villaj
Rev, W,

burson Islands,

Social and Religious Copics

The Modern British Pulpit; or,

Rev, J.T, .,
Principal Wesloyan The

The Ritual of the Methodi

A Methodist
Maaas, B.A., B,D,,

ical College, Montreal,
8t Church.

Rev, w, 1,

REV. S, . Rosr, D,1,

ne and The Halj-
L Avays,

The Romance of the Savings Bank,

More Hours With our

Lasiuy, DD,

The Romance of the
SEvMOUR,

The Church anq the Theatre,
LL.B,

Education for the Twentietn

Miuag, B.A

The Institutional Church

New Ontario: Its Re
Sources and Itg
Future, Rpy, |,
Stoxe,

The English Nije. Rey,
W. ., Apays,

Yorkshire Methodism
Dr, Ay EL STEVENS,

The New Educatiou:
Mts, Jas, L. Huanys,

A Century's Achieve
ments. Iy Jas,

Covxg, M, A,

The Century'g Pro
8ress in Biblica)
Knowledge

Hymn Books,

o Deputy Ministe r

The Roman Forum,
LLUSTRATING ‘'NEw ITALY,

Rev. 0, R,

Post-Office, kv, 4, ¢,

Rev,w, n, Hixcks,

Century, oy

of Educ ation,

ILLuUSTRATING *

New Canadians
'IMDNG THE BoukHosonRs. -+

The King of the Be

ILLUSTRATING *

Igians,
‘Tue POowens or Eunopg,

—  Character Stugies
seneand Sketches

MANY oF
THEM
ILLusTRATED

St. Franeis de Sales,
Ry, Pror,
D.D,, Viet

WaLLac E,
oria Univer.

Charles Wealey, Co-

Founder of Metho-

| dism, Rey, C.
4 Seymour,

Covennntlng Heroes anq the

“Killing Time,” Rev,

Romance of the
J- A Inwix, BA,, B.D,

Rev.,

The Sailor's Sister -
Henry Fawcett, th
Great Britain,

John Bright, the Quaker Tribune, ¢,
SR, B.A,, B.D,

Robert W, Dale, a Leader of Men,
Romance of History, Ty Eprrog
A Distinguisheq Canadian Lieus.
A Famous U, E, Loyalist Govern,
Tue Eviro,
Methodist Heroes of 3 Hundreq Years Ago,
Table Talk of Martin Luther,
Whittier and Hig Work,
Frances Havergal Song and Service,
Bishop Black, Maker of Methodism in Nova
Scotia,

iss Agnes Weston,
e Blind Poetmaster-(}eneral of

B. Keexvey.

~Col. Denison,
or Hutchinson,

An Eccentric Preacher—Lorenzo Dow,

Our Brother in Black; the Life Story of Washing.
ton T. Boker,
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$ix Months $| (\[V

“ Guardian’’ and
“ Magazine”’

“The Canadian Church is to be
highly congratulated on its magazine."
NDON (QUARTERLY

l $2.°° a Year
\

& “ "

‘It is the best magazine for a || [ or *“Weskyan’’ and
Christian family « of whi_h we have any ““ '
knowledge vidl | Magazine

Ciristian UPLOOK, an A 4 1
o : enleaf W Together, $275.
“1t should be in every Methodis ILLUSTRATING )
e in-every MEOABt 1] e ano His wonn.: m*:;m:,ol*"z:- I
Kinaston Winia. | per year each,

5 ««@lubbing Rates:

‘It grows better every m onth, Is ahead of anything
These Clubhing Rates are in addition to+  price paid

on the news counter.
Rev. J. C. Seek for the METHODIST MAGAZINE AND REVI
o Regular Price Club Rate
i ‘ Century Magazine......... . 84 $3.50
“ Abrea ts if the most popular literary ma q, wzines.  The Atlantic Montnly 3.60
articles are by scholarly men and good write i Harper's Monthly Maga 3.60
St. Louis \I| THODIST | Scribners’ Magazlne " 2.60
8t. Nicholas Sheves 2

[ |

| Theeee
‘ Departments...
|
|

Of the WorLp's ProGress, well
illustrated,  Curkent  THouGHT,
Recest Sciesce, New  Books,
) ReLiGious  INTELLIGENCE  and
PN Evrroriat. Comyext will be main-

Palmet tained and developed,
Author of * My Faith Looks Up to Thee

o ILLUSTRATING
HOURS WITH OUR HYMNS.'* .. ILLUSTRATING
SONG AND SERVICE,"*

«smportant ontributionsee Reviews Ofee
Bigh=@lass Literature
A Specialwy....

Will also be made by ChaxceLior Burwass and
by representatives of all the Methodist colleges in the
Dominion, and by other leading Canadian and foreign

writers,

o

ILLUSTRATING  TOILERS OF THE SEA."

WILLIAM ,nmnas, 29-33 Richmond Street West, Toronto, Ont

C. W. COATES, Montreal ; or, 8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax, N.8.
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,o pworl E have pleasure in announcing that the new Epworth y
League Reading Course js now ready, and we believe 1
ca ue that it surpasses any course Yet selected. The fo. 1
lowing books have been chosen ; y
h g A
e L Fa s Englisn Statesmen, p, SARAn K. Roproy This A
volume is intended togiy raphic pe N picture of Eyylish history 4
during the century now In the form of 1j, aphies of A
the men who 5 state. Chapters are devoted 1 B
Sir Robert p, M, Lord Shaftesl, iy, Wm, g, 4
‘ " Forster, Lord E. Gladstone, T mpanying y
r illustrations gy ular price of the L350,
\ 2. Out Win ! By Horack | The b
h story of early i s here n the most fasj, wing way y
two ‘- The'vo Of Columbus, Calyor, Frobisher, Mg Han, Hawkins, -
.60 = and illustrated by ‘g Jarge number of excellent
‘ lar price, s b
pe stle ¢ rth The life of James Evans By L
Eaenroy R I response o i deniand for 3
paid mnissionary book, this volyme has been chosen, 1y Contains a large 4
. amount of missionary jy, formation g Juped about the Jige story of 1
i pne of the most devoted misjopn workers who ever Jiye 4
il isas interesting gg 4 romance. - Regular price, g1 25 4
) Hzenship, By Jouy MiLLar, B4, Deputy
) ‘ucation for Ontario, s ook very appropriately 1
) follows ** The Now' (i fine A8 it deals especially syiely
) Canadian Juestions touchj e VErnment of the country, and a
— has been writgen expressly for young people,  Regylape Price Gog, A
4
This set of books is COsting us more than any that we have y
ever prepared, the regular retyi] Price of the foy, volumes q
Better being $4.60, but we wil] adhere to the old price. T} four 2
books, beautifully ang uniformly hound in the best of Kpg.
Than lish cloth, wil] be mailed to any address in Canada, postage 4
Ever puid, for .00 4
-
\ 4
4
- 4
> LIFE OF CHRIST Sunday-Schoo) :
7 3
” === FOR THE YouNg —-—BANNERS y
‘ . 4
[ By GEORGE 1, WEED r i 1in the } y
- A - . The materia) used in the Ban. 3
Au.hor of ‘Great Truths Simply Tola,’ ners we are now supplying is of 4
the finest French merino, op 5 A
= Cloth = 75¢ fine quality of satin, in a)) :
v e —" colors, but advise the hri;.:h(wl, A
such as scarlet, hlue or white, 3
A L'FE OF ST- PA"L Size, 12 x 14 inches, any 4
color, 2
=—=FOR THE YouNg . . - 4
Merino one side, muslin back, net, $1.75,
By GEORGE L. WEED Satin “ “ “ “ 2 3
Cloth - 75, 3 F
¢ . : : " SOME .\"l’l-’”l'“h\TE MOTTOES, A
This volume is 5 continued narrative, in. | s oy . " ) y
cluding, in ¢hronological order, enes and '\\"’:"i”‘.‘,',,\i'.: sy | ”].“{‘\".‘l.’ .“ inneth Souls
b ot : : h and Pray, 5 Wise,
incidents of the Jife of Paul, and gycl, of his | ¢ sarch ¢h, Scriptures, | Fear Not, Little Floek,
imple teachings as wi]] enable the vy, ung to | Feed My Lambs, { heerfu]

understand something of the noble greatness
of the man, and the valye of the truths he
taught, and for which he suffered

WE Pay POSTAGE
Wesley Buildings o

WILLIAM BRIGGS .

Cw, COATES, Montreal, Pr.o.
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Seek Ye the Kingdom
and died, of God,

) 5 | God Lovet), “ Ch
I am the Good Shep. Giver,
herd, Suffer Little Children
to Come Unto Me.
Ete., Ete,
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are the best stoves made; abso-
lutely the best by test. Examine
them carefully testthem thoroughly,
and your own judgment will con-
vince you that for price, style,
durability, convenience, complete-
ness, economy of fuel and general
utility of service they beat the
world.

Aerated Ovens

are much preferable to any other &
kind.
SOUVENIRS are sold every-
where.  One will last a lifetime.
Write or ask for price before
purchasing.

A NEW STEEL RANGE

‘“NO JAPAN TO BURN OFF "

Here are some points of interest in the newest Souvenir
steel range—It's as beautiful a bit of kitchen furniture as
you'd want to put there—and it’s right-down-to-the-minute
in im|;r«n'vnwnls4«~x~(|1|u|1|i(‘:|l_ durable—burns coal, wood
or natural gas—large fire-hox for coal or wood—brick-lined
for hard coal—cast-iron lined for soft coal—has a duplex
grate—double (ft—lﬂrgcﬂucs—\'emilulwlnvvnfnluminnm
oven door and rack, which guarantees brightness and clean-
liness—the body of the stove is handsomely polished

1 and Russia iron finished—and there’s no

an” to burn off—asbestos linings to help

) the heat—an even baker and perfect cooker
—Everything in its construction is the best—it
has three sizes of oven—14 x 20, 16 x 20 and 18 x
20 inch—a stove for particular pco})lu, and every
one guaranteed —a better range lor much less
money than an imported range — Souvenirs are
sold everywhere, ‘and one will last a lifetime.

WRITE OR ASK FOR PRICE BEFORE PURCHASING

The Gurney-Tilden Co., Limited

Stove, Range and Radiator Manufacturers
Wholesale Branches—Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg. HAMILTON, CANADA




