Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiq

The Iastitute has attempted to obtain the best o. ‘gina!
copy avaifable for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change tha usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/er laminatsd/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographigues en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de coulsur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

ﬁBound with other material/
Relié avec d"autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrés peut causar de I'ombre ou de fa
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

i1 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n"ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/

Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il
lui a été passible de se procurer. Las détails de cet

exemplaire qui sont peut-&tre uniques du paint de vue

biblicgraphique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, cu qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués

ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/

Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

s

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

MShowthrothl

Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

’ Continuous pagination/

Pagination continue

tncludes index(es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de {’en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

2X 26X 30x

12X 16X 20X

28X 28X

32X




The Teacher’s Mdonthly.

Vol. V.

MARCH, 1898.

No. 8

Please note carefully the advertisement on
outside back page. Prices are there given of
all our publications.

Kindly forward payment without waiting
for accounts to be sent, and thus lighten our
work.

The only S. S. supplies furnished from this
office are the publications of our own church,
asnamed on the cover. Please order these
direct ; but do not order from us any others,
as we have no others. Stationers everywhere
will be glad to order other supplies from the
publishers. Class Registers and Superintendents’
Records should be ordered direct from 5 Jordan
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TEACHER TRAINING.
(Continued from last issue.)
Principles of Teaching. (Chapter V.)
Definition of Principles. Principles are fun-
damontal fruths from which obher truths are
derived that can be applied asguides to human
conduct.

Principle I. In Teaching we must always
begin with the known and proceed to what is
unknown ; that is, instraction must always be
based upon some idea already in the mind of
the pupil.—This principle is of vital import-
ance, and is of universal application in educa-
tion, both sacred and secular. Itisan estab-
lished fact that when the mind receives an
impression it refers it to a previous received
impression that happens to resemble it. Thus
every new impression is interpreted by means
of old ones, and nothing can be really known
or recognized until reference and comparison
have been made to something previously known.
Besides, the mind has a liking for what it
knows, and this liking extends itself to all
that can be connected with the object. This
principle was employed by the Apostlesin
addressing the Jews. See Acts 2: 14-36; Acts
13: 1741 ; Acts 14 : 15-17 ; Rom. 1: 18-32.

Principle II. The Teacher should under-
stand the order in which the faculties of
children are unfolded, because the wisest teach-
ing will be directed to those powers that ave
conspicuously active at the time. The teach-
er must adapt his teaching to the age and
capaciby of the pupil.—This principle may be °
illustrated from the teaching of Our Lorxd.
‘“ I havemany things to say unto you, but ye
cannot bear them now.” John 16:12. See
also Matt. 4: 33. The mind of the child con-
sists at first of few active faculties. In young
children the memory and the imagination are
the controlling powers. Comparing, judging’
and reasoning, come at a later period. ‘

Principle III. In communicating know-
ledge, whether religious or secular, we should
start from the concrete and end with the
abstract.—This was the method of the Great
Teacher. The mind of the child can only
grasp the abstract through the concrete.

Principle IV. The acquisition ‘of Religious
Knowledge by the child should accord in
mode and arrangement with the way in which
mankind has acquired religions ideas.—God
basdealt with the world as a judicious teacher
deals with his pupils. A careful study of the
way in which truth was revealed during Old
Testament time will greatly aid the teacher in
helping his pupils to acquire the same truths.

Principle V. Our Teaching should be such
as to foster the principles of self-development,
self-instruction, and self-activity, to the fullest
extent. The pupil must eco-operate with the
teacher.—The following corollaries naturally
follow from this principle :—

(1) Tell the pupil as little as possible and
lead him to discover as much as possible. The
connection between doing and knowing is deep
and far-reaching. We learn to do by knowmg
and to know by doing.

(2) Never do for the pupﬂ what you can
lead him to do for himself.

(3) The less the teacher talks to the pnpﬂ;



and the more the pupil talks to the teacher the
better will be the teaching.

Principle V1. Instruction should always
excite the interest of the pupils, and therefore
be pleasurable to them.—If the pupil is not
interested there is something wrong, either in
the mathod of teaching, or in the subject not
being suited to the age and capacity of the
pupil. Experience has abundantly shown
there is always & method to be found produc-
tive of interest—even of delight—and for this
method the Sabbath Sohool Teacher must
diligently seek.

Principle VII, In teaching, definitions and
general statements we should first carefully
teach the meaning of all the terms used, and
then the individual truths on which the
dafinitions and statements are founded. That
is, definitions and general statements should be
taught inductively. The inductive should
lead up to the definition and general statement.
By induction we mean the process of drawing
a general conclusion from asufficient number
of particulars.

‘While this Principle is of general applica-
tion in.all teaching, in Sabbath School teach-
ing it especially applies to teaching the Shorter
Catechism. The usual method is to commit
the question, then give the Soripture proofs.
The reverse of thisis the correst method. The
proofs on which the question is founded should
be first studied, a.1d then the pupil should be
helped to formulate the statements contained
in the question from the proofs. The beauty
and appropriateness of the language of the
Catechism should.then be pointed out, and not
till then should the question be committed.

Principles of Memorizing.

Amongst the Principles of Teaching, Dr.
Morrison inzludes the principle of Association.
This ia a principle of memorizing, rather than
a principle of teaching, and it isone of the
most important principles, for no piece of
mental or spiritual experience is isolated.
Every thought and sctionin our life is associat-
ed with some other thought or action.

DIFFERENT KINDS OF ASSOCIATION.

(1) Contiguity of Place, by which the
locality is associated with the events that
hoppened there. Ex.--Patmos with John;
Jacob’s Well with Jesus, ete. Give other
examples,

(2) Association by Similarily.—~When two
objects that resemble each other have beon con-
templated together, the one cannot be recalled §
without recalling the other. Give examples.

(3) Association By Contrast.—By this is
meant that one impression, objeot, or event,
tends to call up the image of its opposite or
contrast. Ex.—The house on the rook
suggests the house on the sand ; Peter boasting
suggest Peter denying. X

(4) Cause and effect.—This is the most im- °
portant piinciple of association. The cause
should suggest the effect, and the effect should §
lead us to look for the cause. See Judg. 3 : 28
What is the Associntion here? Give other
instances.’

The following is a brie! summary of the
principles of memorizing :(—

I. 4 complele and accurale knowledge of the
thing to be memorized.

(1) Close association with something else
that is well-known and frequently recalled.
Always poimt out the relation between the
different parts and the whole, and in this way
bring association into play.

(2) Undivided attention. The art of
memory js the art of attention, says Dr.
Johnson ; and this eminent thinker has de-
clared that genius 1tself ig nothing but the
power of continuous attention.

(8) Close and accurate observation.
(4) Make the subject to be committed as

uttractive a possible. Excite pleasurable feel- -
ings at the time in connection with the object
of acquisition. . s

(6) Point out the need, present or pros-
pective, to the learner.

(6) XKeep the thought before the miund as
long as possible. Put the subject before the
mind again and again, so that a deepening im-
pression may be made.

II. Ability to Retain. This requires all of
the foregoing in learning, and besides—

(1) Frequentrepetition. Everyimpression
seems to lose its «Tect after a time, and in
order that the second impression may produce
an effect, it must occur before the fixst im-
pression has vanished.

(2) ZPresent the same view of the snb)ect in
early repetitions, and vary the view in later
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ropetitions. Ex.—Matt. 6: 25-31; Aots 10:
11-16, Give other examples.

(3) Recall purposely after intervals of
geveral weeks.

II1.  Ability to Recall.—Depends upon—

(1) Frequent practice in recalling what we
have learned.

(2) Great acouracy in what we dorecall.

(8) Persistency in recalling whatever we
attempt to recall.

(4) Gresatconcentration of mind and great
will-power in the matter,

ENRICHED BY TEACHING.

While I was a scholar in the Sunday-school,
I never questioned but that it was an institu-
tion maintained solely for the benefit of the
young people. Considering all that is done to
seoure, hold, and instruct, the young, this view
was hardly surprising.

Bat, since I have been teaching, I have often
wondered whether, after all, we teachers are
not the ones most benefitted. Many of us
could testify that we have given our best
thought, best work, best selves, to a Sunday-
school class, only to find that in all these
things we have been enriched,—enriched by
teaching,

Perhaps even the tact necessary to seoure
scholars may not be ours by natwre; bat,
when it is oultivated and developed for such a
cause as this, we acquire power which may be
of ervice in & larger sphere than the average
- Sunday-school.

To hold these scholars from Sunday to Sun-
day, to make Bible study attractive, to make
them Bible students, to bring them to Christ,
necessitates our putting into exercise many
graces of mind and heart. Patience, love,
knowledge, have here abundant opportunity
for exercise, and one cannct exercise them
without gaining thereby.

It we are wise teachers, we will not slight
the power of attractiveness, whether it be of
person or dress ; becaunse of this, one’s general
appearance will improve,—a thing not to be
despised by those of us who are past the day
of youthful grace and vigor.

A Sunday-school teacher’s privileges are not
confined to one day in seven. There should be
o profitable week-day companionship between

teacher and soholars, It is tothis wesk-day

-relation that the teacher is indebted for many

brightening, quickening inflnences, resulting
from contact with the optimism of youth.
Our sympathies are also broadened and deepen-~
ed by these everyday glimpses into the helps
and hindrances that surround our scholars in
their home, soocial, and business ciroles,

But even hetter than &ll this is the result of
the faithful teacher’s purpose to become just
what her scholars think she is ; not that there
is any effort on her part to deceive them nas to
her true worth, but they have o way of placing
her on heights in mental and spiritual spheres,
—heights on which we ought to be, but per-
haps have not yet scaled. The restraining
influence of the class is upon us in matters of
opinion and decision, and we are thus spared
some faltering and stumbling. Their faith in
us, their expeotancy of the besf in s and by
us, leads us on *‘ from character to character,”’
the possession of which gives satisfaction of the
highest and purest.

The study of the Word for the purpose of
presenting its truths to a class, is another,
doubtless the greatest, source of benefit to a
teacher. We cannot spend several hours
weekly in a prayerful research of the Bible
without coming into closer fellowship witk the
Great Teacher, without whose leadings we are
failures, indeed, in this great work of teaching
in the Sunday-school. I doubt if many of us
would be like the Bereans of old, were it not
that the responsibility of teaching others were
1aid upon us ; then our loss would be as great
as is our present gain.

Not to be overlooked is the goodly oompany
into which this Bible study for the work in ‘the
Sundsy-school brings us,—a company whose
knowledge and experience in ways mental and
spiritual makes olear to us many thmgs we
might not otherwise comprehend or enwy
‘We may never see McLaren, Miller, Hurlburc,
Schaufiler, and a host of other ]esson-ngzbers.
but they are not strangers to us ; they are giv-
ing us much valuable help in character build-
ing. .
These are only some of theheneﬁts resnltmg
from teaching & Sunday-school class, but per-
haps enough have been advanced in support of
thestatement that we are enriched by teach-
ing.—M. D, Schacffer, in S, 8. Times.
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LESSON X.—March 6th, 18g8.

JESUS AND THYE SABBATH, MaT™, 12 1-13.
Comnit v, 10-18.

1, Atthatsoason Josus wont on the sabbath day
through tho cornflelds: and his disciples wero an
hungred, and bogon to pluck ears of corn, and to cat,

2, But tho Pharisces, whon thoy saw it, said unto
him, Behold thy disciples do that which it is not
1awful to do upon thosabbath.

8. But bo said unto them, Haveye notread what
David did, whon ho was an hungred, and they that
woro with him ; how he entered into tho houso of God,
and did cat thoghow-bread; which it was not lawful
for him to oat, noither for them that wore with him,
but only for the priests ?

6. Orhavo yo notreadin the lntw, how that on tho
sabbath day tho priests in the templo profane the
sabbath, and are guiltless?

6. But I say unto you, that one greater than the
templo is here,

GOLDEN TEXT. DAILY READINGS. CATECHISM,
M, Jesus and the Sabbath, Matt, 12, What special act of Provi-
“The Son of Man Is Lord 12: 1-18, ! de%ce aid God. exorelse towards
even of the 3abbath day’— | m Mhe t Healer, Matt, 12; | I3n in the estate whereln he was
Matt., 12 8. 14-&. cri?ui‘sgm God had creatcd man
W, The Sobbath a dellght, Isa. | He entered into o covenant of life
68: &-14, with him, upon condition of per-
— T, Adayof rest, Jor. 17: 1027, | fect ofbegfentce; forbldding him to
: . | cat of the tree of knowledge o
R S‘}‘;’?gg‘." teaching, Acts 13: good and evil, upon the pi of
PROVE THAT s. Teaching and healing, Luke eath, —_—
Jesus shows us how to keepthe | g, Tne'sﬂml,?l‘m for man, Mark & LESSON HYMNS,
Sabbath, Isa. 63:13-14, 23-35, Nos, 578, 388, 381, 574,
Y. Works of Necessity. vs, 1-8,
LussoN PLAN-{ 1], Works of Meray. vs. 9-13.
EXPOSITORY NOTES.
BY REV. T. 1N FOTHERINGHAM.

INTRODUCTORY. The events of “this lesson
took place before the Sermon on the Mount,
and are narrated here as further illustrating
the growing opposition of the Seribes and
Pharisees. The lessous taught are very im-
portant. Our Saviour’s words have often been
quoted in defence of opinions and practices
which he would utterly condemn. The time
was early harvest (May—June) A.D. 28, and
the place, probably Capernaum. (Compare
Mayk 3:1.)

l.—The incident recorded in our lesson follow-
ed olosely the upbraiding which we studied
lagt Sabbath. According to Luke it ocourred
on the ‘‘second-first ” Sabbath. This, many
understand as denoting the first Sabbath after
the second day of the Passover feast, the day
from whioch seven weeks were counted to the
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7. Butif yo had known what this meanoth, I do. M
siro mercy, and not sacrifico, yo weuld not have cone
demned tho guiltless,

8, For thoSon of man is Jord of tho sabbath.

9, And hu doparted thence, and went into their
Synagogue,

10. And behold s man baving a withered hand, P
And thoy asked him, saying, Isit lawful to hoal on M
tho sabbath day ? that thoy might acouso him.

1. Andhe said unto them, What man shall there
bo of vou, that shall have ono sheep, and if this fall
into o pit on thosabbath day, will ho not lay hold on
it,and lift it out? 12. Howmuch then isa man of
moro valuo than a sheep! Whereforo it is lawful to
do cood on the sabbath day.

18, Then seith hoto the man, Strotch forth thy
hand, And ho stretched it forth ; and it was restored
whole as tho other.

day of Pentecost. Others think that it means
the second Sabbath of the Jewish year,

In any case it was in the spring of the year,
or early summer. The road was a mere path-
way between, or even across, the cultivated
fields. so that by simply reaching out their
hands the disciples could pluck the ears of
standing grain. The word is literally, ¢ the
sown lands,” or grain fields.

In the old country, wheatand barley are
called *‘corn »’ (R. V. cornfields.) The limi-
tation of this term to Indian corn, or maize, is
peouliar to this continent. This latter was
not known in Palestine, although the Egyp-
tians seem to have been acquainted with if.
Barley and wheat were the principal cereals
grown in the Holy land and the finest of these
came from the Plain of Gennesaret.



The disciples were doubtless on their way
home from the Synagogue morning service.
The rabbinical Inw allowed no eating on the
Sabbeth until this service was over. Mark
tells us that they ‘ began to make their way
plucking the ears of corn” (R, V. Marg.)
This has led some to suppose that they were
olearing & way for themselves by tearing off
the heads of grain (Meyer) while Christ simp-
Iy pushed the stalks aside. Others suggest
that the grain overhung the narrow pathway,
and the disciples opened a passage for them-
selves. (Lindsay.) As they did so they
plucked the grain,

But there seems to have been quite a crowd
along with Christ and his disciples. The réad
must have been something more than a narrow
foot path obliterated by luxuriant grain.
There i8 no neoessity for these strained ex-
planations. The phrase * to mark their way !?
means simply, as with us, ‘‘ to pursue their
journey.”’

It was lawful to pluck standing grain to
satisfy hunger (Deat. 23 :25.) Dr. Thomson
says ‘‘I have often seen my muleteers, as we
passed along the wheat-fields pluck off the
ears, rub them in their hands, and eat the grain,
unroasted, just as the apostles are said to have
done.”

2.—The Pharisees now, followed Christ more
as spies than as learners. They were on the
watch to cateb him in his speech, or conduct.
The disciples had violated no law of the Bible,
but the precepts of the Mosnic institutions
had been extended by the addition of minute
regulations designed to guard against the
possibility of transgression. - These ‘‘tradi-
tions of the elders’ often ‘‘made void the
law,” by over straining its terms and so
destroying its spirit and frustrating itsinten-
tion.

Inthe present case they regarded the pluck-
ing and eating of grain as equivalent to reap-
ing and threshing. Or it may be that it
appeared to be the preparation of food, which
was unlawful, on the ground that manna did
not fall on the Sabbtath (Ex. 16: 22.) The
Pharisees thought it better for the disciples to
remain hungry for a few-hours than to violate
a rabbinical precept.

. Some of these precepts may be given, as
illustrations of the spirit of Sabbatism rebuked
by our Lord. “In walking outside of &

walled town not even a handkerchief could be
carried in the pocket, for that would be s
burden. Shoes must be worn without nails,
since these were not pecessary, and would re-
quire some additional exertion. No flower
could be plucked or fruit picked ; not even
those that fall to the ground could be used.”
Yet for all these, trivial and puerile asthey
seem to us, the Sabbath is to the devout Jew
a day of holy joy.

3.~From the narrative in 1 Sam. 21: 6,
we learn that hot bread had been placed on
the table the day that David arrived, which
must, therefore, have been Sabbath (Lev. 24:
8.) The example is thus doubly appropriate.

Bengel supposes that this was the synogogue
lesson for that day, and so it stands in modern
Hebrew lectionaries, but this arrangement of
Seripture readings cannot be proved to have
been followed in our Saviour’s time. Christ
lays the stress of his argumentupon the hunger
which compelled David to take the shew-
bread. “All laws of positive institution,
deriving their obligation solely from the fact
that they are commanded, and not from their
own essential moral character, must be accom-
modated to circumstances from their very
nature, and must yield to the necessity of obey-
ing higher laws.”” The higher law is that of
self preservation.

4 —The tabernacle was then at Nob, an
eminence not far from Jerusalem. In Luke it
is said that this took place ‘‘in the days of
Abiathar the high priest.”” But it was
Abimelech, the father of Abiathar, who gave
David the shew bread.

No explanation of this difficulty is entirely
satisfactory, but the most reasonable seems to
be that. Abiathar was associated with his
father, as afterwards with Zadok, and as high-
priest in the reign of David, was a more
famous man than he, and 8o the period is
marked by his name.

The ‘“shew bread ' was twelve loaves of
unleavened bread, one for each tribe, which
stood on a table in the Holy Place. The name
literally means *‘ Bread of the Presence 7’
because it was placed before the Lord as the
emblem of all that sustained life, and a token
of the covenant between God and his people
(Lev. 24: 3;John 6: 32-35, 48-51.) It was
renewed every Sabbath day, and the stale bread
was to be eaten by the priest only, and in
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the Holy Place (Ex. 25: 30; Lev. 24:
67, 9.)

The reply of Christ is substantially this:

“There are occasions on which it is not
wrong to do work on the Sabbath day. My
disciples were hungry and they are right todo
whatever is necessary to satisfy their hunger.
David ate the shew-bread, when no other
could be procured, because he and his men
were famished, and the high-priest himself
gave it to him.”” To get this bread David
told a lie, which our Lord, of course, does not
commend. The point thathe makesis: ¢ The
striotest Pharisee would not venture to con-
demn either David or the High Priest under
the circumstances. If hunger justified them,
I and my disciples are justitied.’*

B.—The Sabbath was the priest’s busiest
day. The lahor connected with preparing
and offering seerifices was very great. Yet
it was clearly excmsable. (1) It was com-
manded in the law ;(2) The higher law of
temple services setaside the law ol Sabbath
rest ; (3) their labor was necessary to the
proper Sabbath keeping of others ; and (4)
while working, they were, in the spirit of the
day, engaged in sacred duties.

8.—Jesusis conscious of the fact that heis God
and does not hesitate to place his ministering
disciples above the priests, as engaged in his
service. Yet he speaks mysteriously asif he
could only hintat his own greatness before
such men.

7.—This passage was quoted on another
occasion (See Lesson VIL) “ What God longs
foron the part of men is not the outward
observance, the sacrifice in the letter, but the
inward outpouring of love—that which the
sacrifice symbolized, the giving up of self in
the self-devotion of love. This must under-
lie every outward sacrifice aud service to give
it value ; and when the question arises between
the form and the spirit, then the form must
yield to the life, as the meaner tothe more
precious > (Trench.)

8.—Mark inserts here *‘The Sabbath was
made forman and not man for the Sabbath,”
That is, man was not created for the purposs
of honoring the Sabbatlt, but, assoon ascreated,
the Sabbath was made to promote the best
welfare of man, and therefore, to his best
welfare it must ever hbe held sabordinate
(Stoue.)

God instituted the Sabbath that man mighs
bave rest to his toiling body and careworn
mind, That he might have leisure to draw
near to Him in worship, and refresh his spirit-
ual nature. That he might, at least one day
in seven, try to do good and get good.

The Sabbath was meant to be man’s servaut,
not his master. It is a blessing, not a burden,
to every one who ‘‘ sanctifies?’ it. ‘‘Let each
of us Iay this well to heart, that our Sabbaths
are a gift from our kind Father of quite un-
speakable value. Used in the best way, they
deserve all the eloquent eulogiums which piety
has pronounced upon them.

They do make stepping stones for our fest to
walk to heaven by. They open to us by the
wayside . 50 many oratories and Bethel-like
retreats where we may refresh our jnded spirit-
ual nature, cultivate closer acquaintance with
Christ, offer to God a less hurried praisé, olear
ourselves from the dust of time, re-examine
the foundations of our confidence, Sorutinize
vur motives, repair our faults, and revive our
drooping ardor in the task of self-discipline for
eternal bliss. )

To make the best of such costly possibilities

| —fifty-two of them in the year’s round—how

infinitely is that to be desired for such Christ-
ians 4s we are, far behind in grace, and battling
with conditions adverse to boliness! To lose
our Sabbaths and all that they might bring to
us. Canany thing replace a loss liké that?
(Dale.) T '

Yet many quote our Saviour’s words asif
he intended to sanction a * Continental Sun-
day.” . C -

Because the Sabbath was made for' man; the
Son of Man, the representative of tormal
humanity is its God. He interprets and
administers its law. He does not claim a
right to set aside the fourth commandment. As
the Son of God, hé might have doneé so by
right of Supreme Law- giver. But as'Son ol
man he was the authorizedl interpreter and
administrator of it, as well as the dispenser of
all the other blessings bestowed wupox inan-
kind. He frankly asserts hig right as Messiah
to speak with authority on the subject.

9.—Luke says that this was upon anothel
Sabbath. Jesus ias not discouraged from
church-going by the remarks his fellow-wor-
shippers made about him. -

10.~Luke tells us that his right hand was
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poralyzed. It was o caso inourable by medical
gkill. The question raised was much disputed
amongst the Jews. The stricter seots held
that it was not lawful to heal on the Sabbath
day. (Luke 13: 14.) Mark and Luke tell us
that ¢ they watched him,’’ and that ‘‘ he knew
their thoughts,”

The question may not have been uttered
andibly. They came to the synagogue not to
worship, but to_watch Him ; and, while so
particular about Jesus keeping the Fourth
Commandment, they broke it themselves by
their malice and treachery. (Lindsay.)

They did nob wish to see what rabbinical
school he belonged to, but to see whether he
would not do something which some of them
could make the basis of a charge against him.
The acousation would lie before the rnlers of
the synagogie, or, perhaps,’ the Sanhedrim. It
would discredit him with the people and stop
his preaching at least, so they hoped.

#1.~Mark and Luke tell us that Jesus first
bade the man ‘‘ stand forth in the midst »
and then asked, “Is it lawfial on the
Sabbath to do good or to Go harm; to
save a life or to destroy i6?” He put a
counter question covering a self-evident
principle and to ‘which there could be but one
answer.  One of their'own maxims was, ‘“He
who neglects to preserve life when it is in his
power, is & murderer.’”’ (Lindsay.) By this
novel way of pubting his case, our Lord tedches
the great ethical principle, that to neglect any
opportunity of doing- good i3 to-incur the guilt of
doing erd, and by tliis l]aw he bound his.own
spirit. (Brown.) Some think that he had a
covert -reference to their murderous plots

against himself. ’
To this question they did not venture a

reply but maintained an insolent silence.
Then Jesus ‘‘lovked round about on them
with anger (indignation) being grieved at; the
hardening of their hearts.””  If they had been
honest they would not bave shrunk from
answering  these questions. Their silence
showed their determination not to listen to
reason. He was justly.incensed at their ob-
stinate self will,

The word - implies that his anger was min-
gled .with compassion. They were blinded by
sin and hardened hy -pride. They had get
themselves to prove Christ guilty at all
hazards,-and the result was a graduval.harden-
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Jof a crowd, dumb with astonishment.

ing of the heart, so that in the midst of won-
ders of grace no impression could be made
upon them, There is no more sorrowful sight
than the gradual hardening of the henrt and
searing of the conscience. (Lindsay.)

The question regarding the sheep is not
given in the other versions of the mivacle, but
o similar one is found in Luke 14: 6 in an-
other conneotion. The R. V. rends, ‘‘shall
have one sheep,” it would therefore be the
dearer to him. The question carries its own
answer.

12.—This verse implies the questions given
by the other evangelists. The answer to them
is “It islawful to do well on the Sabbath
days.”” Every work of mercy, tobody or soul,
is a necessary work, always and everywhere,
seven days in the week. The best of days
should be filled with the best of deeds.

13.-~The man believed *‘that Christcan
give strength to execute the command. It is
in that faith he acts jand, paradoxical as it may
seem, let us say that, if in that faith he had
not made the «ffort, he never would have got
the strength ; and yet if he had not got the
strength, he never could have made the effort,
Streteh forth thy withered heart to love—
thy withered hand to serve—such is still his
command. Fixing an eye of faith on him who
has already fixed his eye of love on us, let ug
make the effort, and in the very making of the
efiort we shall get the strength.’” (Hannba.)

 Virtue goes out of Ohrist. The shrunken
hand instantly acquires a healthful color, and
swells into its right proportions. 'In his joy
the man shuts and opens it ; moves the pliant
fingers ; and holds the miracle aloft to the gaze
Give
bim a harp, and with that hand he would
sweep its sounding strings to the praise of
Jesus.

¢ What a patternto men who havesouls to be
saved, and hearts to cure. He did what he
could——using all means within his power to
obtain the blessing : and, did people, with
equal.eagerness, repair to the church on Sab-
bath, as he to the synagogue, to meet Jesus
Christ ; and, with the same earnestness and the
same faith, lay out their sins and their soul’s
sorrows before him, our Sabbaths wounld wit-
ness greater works than this—~he who healed
that withered hand healing withered hearts,
and, whether they required to be saved or



sanotified, giving power to them that have 5o [the Pharisees have no ground of acousation;

might.”” (Guthrie,)

“ As the oure is wrought only by a word, | even their own regulations.’” (Abbott).

QUESTIONS

£.—What is meant by ““ corn’’? What were
the disciples doing? Why? Wasit lawful to
do this? (Deut. 23: 25.) What did the
Pharisees consider unlawful ? (Ex. 31: 35.)
Note the criticisms of the disciples for negleot
of customs regarding eating—och. 9:4; 16 2.
Haw far might o Jew travel on the Sabbath?
(Aots 1: 12. 2,000 cubits or § mile.)

3, 4.—ReaA the narrative.referred to (1 Sam.
. 2.) What did David do? Who gave him the
shew-bread ? (Ex. 265: 30; Lev. 24: 5-9.)
‘Where is it called the ‘‘ Lord's Table ’ ? (Mal.
1: 7,12.) When were the priests to eat the
shew-bread? (Ex 29: 32,33 ; Lev.8: 3)
(John 7: 22, 23.) .
8.—How did the priests profane the Sabbath
‘without sin? What sacrifices were offered on
the Sabbath day ? (Num. 28: 9, 10.) What
religious rite was always perfcrmed on the
eighth day, whether it was a Ssbbath or not?

6.—In what sense was Jesusgreater than the
temple? (Matt. 23: 17-21.) What did the
. prophet say of him? (Hag, 2: 7-9; Mal. 3:

PRACTICAL

In our Jesson to-day one of the most practi-
cal questions of the present day is dealt with.
Broad principles are laid down and practical
illustrations are presented. ~We shall include
in our summary the parallel narratives in
Mark and Luke.

Take for the topic of this lesson “ How is
the.Sabbath to be sanctified ? ”’

The Pharisees said ** By a minute and pains-
taking observance of the law of cessation from
labor.”” Jesus said * By filling the day with
good deeds.” They made an end of the means.
Rest is only in order to service. The dayis
mainly for worship, and spiritual or benevo-
lent work.

The first duty is towards God. The syna-
gegue must he attended and the Law reverent-
ly listened to. . So our first Sabbath duty is
‘‘ the public and private exercises of God’s
worship.” Every one should go up to the
Houss of Ged who is not prevented by infirm-

there has been no infraction of the letter o

FOR STUDY.

1) Solomon’s prayer was answered in o new
manner—2 Chr. 6 : 18.

7.—No offering is ncceptable if the spirit of
true service is wanting—Hos. 6: 6; Mio. 6:
8. On what other occasion did Christ guote
this passage? (ch. 9: 13.) The obstinacy of
the Jews.attributed to spiritual ignorance—
Luke 19: 42 ; John16: 3; 1Cor.2: 8, alw §
1 Tim. 1: 13. Are we responsible for such
ignorance ? .

8.-Did the Pharisces ask this question for
information? How did Jesus know their real
motive? (Luke 6: 8.) What did he say to
the man? Where does the name ‘‘Son of
Man?’ first occur? (Dan. 7: 13.) Where
last? (Rev. 14 : 14.) What does the name
“Son of God * imply ? (John 5: 17, 18.)

10.—On what other occasion was the same °
question asked ? (Luke 14: 1-6.) How did he
reply to it?

11, 12,~This was the spirit of the law—Ex.
23: 4; Deut. 22: 4. The value of man in
comparison with inferior animals—ch. 6: 26;
10: 31,

LESSONS.

ity or sickness. The flimsy excuses often made
for non-attendance deceive noone. It should be
a delight to attend church and Sabbath school.
How should we spend the rest of the day?
Our lesson helps us to answer this question.

I. Works of necessity.

Our Savior defended the action of his disei
ples on the ground that it was necessary to the
satisfaction of hunger.

1. The higher law of nature’s demands sefs aside
the lower law of rest.

This point has been referred to in the
Expository Notes. 1In obeying any law we must
have regard more to its spirit and object than
to its letter. Any positive enactment, that ia
one that has no other reason than that it has
been go commanded, must give way to the
requirements of another which carries its rea-
son with it. The law of the Sabbath is one of
the former class. That we keep holy every
seventh-day instead of every tenth, or that we
2 i




keep holy any day, rests golely upon thedivine
command to do 80, Our reason or conscience
would never have suggested such a law.

But we need no positive divine command to
tell us 47 3t we ought to respond to nature’s
necessities n8 regards hunger and thirst ; that
we should do good tc all men as we have
opportunity ; that truth-speaking is a virtue,
and mony such like. If keeping the Sabbath
Ncompels us 4o do violence to these higher and
speoifically moral laws, then we really pervert
B the right use of the Sabbath and in spirit dis-
honor it

So in regard to shew-bread. There was no
reason why anybody might not eat it, except
Jthat it had been forbidden to any but the
R priests.  So when, the olaim of starving men
M came in confliot with this Levitical restriction,
the latter rightly was set aside. The law of
8 clean and unclean meats was another positive
Benactment. It was wholly abrogated when it
stoed in the way of the spread of the gospel.

2. God 13 best served by doing good.

No amount of formal service can atone for
fncglect of the claims of human suffering. The
@ church which manifests its religious life by
W caring for the sick, the orphans, and the
widows, feeding the hungry and clothing the
Mnaked, has the best claim to be the Church of
S Christ. The self-righteous formalist who
scrupulously attends to the outward observ-
B ances of religion, but gives little of his money
@B and none of his personal service for religious
or benevolent objeots, is in great danger of
PR hearisg the Master say ‘‘ Inasmuch as ye did
it not to one of the least of these my brethren,
@ye did it not to me.” ¢ Depart ye cursed.”

8. Religious work 18 Sabbath employment.
Opponents of ‘‘ Sabbath observance ’’ often
Burge that if the law is to be strictly enforced,
fministers must cease to preach, and all work
Qrecessary to the carrying on of religious or
i vuilauthropio enterprises must stop. But “‘the
griests in the temple profane the’ Sabbath, and
Bare goiltless.”

\gp Whatever is necessary in order that the Sab—

heter to all our activity. Building the fires
jihnd lighting the lamps in the Church -or
fmission hall, may beas truly a means of grace
#as preaching & sermon or kneeling in prayer.

The Sabbath is a day of worship asud service,
cessation from secular duties and reoreations is
only & means to this end.

4. Whatever promotes our gpiritual welfare is
suited to the Sabbath.

This will be a praotical test easily applicable
to all doubtful matters. Whatever secularizes
the day, and drags us back into the business
and worry of weeok-day life, antagonizes Sab-
bath rest. Whatever dissipntes serious im-
pressions and fills the mind with frivolity,
unfits us for communion with God or medita~
tion upon sacred subjects. No one may lay
down an arbitrary law now any mmors than in
the time of Christ. Every conscience must
decide for itself. But let each one considir
the object of the day and use his best efforts to
improve the inestimable privileges it affords.

2.~-Works of Mercy.

The second incident occurred on another
Sabbath, but is placed here so as to group
together our Lord’s teachings on the Sabbath
questions of his day and illustrate the growing
opposition of the religious leaders to his teach-
ing. Fromit we learn:

1. Those who go lo church lo meet Jesus will
receive a blessing from Tim.

This afflicted man came to the synagogue,
not to criticize, but to profit by, the teaching
of Jesus. His prompt obedience shows that
he had ‘‘faith to be healed.” He doubtless
received the spiritual good he came for, and,
over and above, he was hezled of his infirmity.

The reason why going to church does some
people so little good is because they do nci.
go there to commune with God. They go
from the force of oustom, conscience, or sense
of respeotability. They are attracted by the
music, or the preacher, not by the Divine
Presence which should give all its glory to the
house. ‘¢ Verily they have their reward ?’ is a
far reaching principle. We get what we come
for. Preparz the mind and heart by prayer and
fitting meditation, realize the sacred character
of the service ; with open mind and tender
conscience receive the grace exhibited and con-
ferred, and you cannot fail to be abundantly
blessed in your ownsoul. “ He hath filled
the hungry with good things, and the rich he
hath sent empty away,” expresses God’s
method of bestowing his gifts.

2. We get sirength to beur our trials by waiting

upon God in his appointed means of grace.
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A helpless right band was a sore trial. The ] times experience a real stirring of theirepiritual
man was unfitted for most of the active duties | natures, a reaching out of their desires to God.
of life, and must have been more or less But the impression is allowed to vanish, and
dependent upon the benevolence of others. | thoughtless indifference resumes its sway over
Much grace would be needed to keep him from | them. We should warn them of the danger of
murmuring, and preserve a cheerfulness of | allowing such moments to pass unimproved,
mind under his affliction. He came to the | They will come less and less frequently.
house of God that he might receive the fulfil-{ Try, by prayer and devout meditation ; by
ment of the promise. *‘ They that wait upon ; avoidance of everything that would divert the
the Lord shall renew their strength." mind and dissipate serious thoughts ; by hold-

Our reason why many professed christians; ing the heart from time olose to God and haly
are 5o careless about attendance upon public | influences ; to wrest, with Jacob-like perse-
worship, or content themselves with but one{ verance, tne blessing which the soul seeks, o
service on Sabbath, is that they have no very | conscious acceptance with God. Hew wany
great senge of need. They do not consciously | obstinate, embittered Pharisees might have
appreciate and appropriate the supernatural | become happy disciples of Jesus if they had
grace infused into the true worshipper by the; only yielded to their just and better feelings.
operation of the Holy Spirit. To them, the| 4. In trying to obey Christ we gel strength.
service is intellectual or wsthetic merely ;in-| Had the man waited until he was conscious
forming the mind, brightening up the moral | of ability to move hisarm he would never have
sense, or stirring pure and elevated emotions. | been healed. Our duty is to ‘‘come,” *‘fo

1cis, or ought to be, all this, but there is|repent,’® ‘‘to believe,’? ‘‘ to love,” * to do.”
also the communication to the Christiun, | The effort to obey brings with it the ability to
throngh Word and Sacrament, of spiritual | exercise the grace or perform the duty.
nourishment and life which may not be gauged
By its sensible effects upon mind, or emotions, ADDED POINTS.
but which fortifies the soul against the trials, | 1. Sabbath walks should be with suitable
or sustains it amid the duties of life. Hence the | companions, and conversation bevoming the
supreme importance of regular attendance upon | gay.
the service of the church. No weonder if those| 32, We should not lie in wait to detect the
who neglect thisduty grow carnal and-worldly. | faults of others.

3. The scornful silence of the Phariseesand|{ 3. Those who judge uncharitably are
the grieved louk of Jesus reminds us of the | often greater offenders themselves.
hardening effect of obstinale resistance lo the Gospel. § 4. Christ does not approve of the lie thal
This i & thought suggested by the narratives | David told. 4
of the other evangelists. There seems to have| 5. Christ claims to be greater than the
been a time at tle beginning of his ministry t,emple’ for he was the one Worshipped there. BB
when the Pharisees and Scribes were not un- | It, was his Father's house.
friendly to Christ. They perceived some- | 6. The Sabbath belongs to Christ. It is§K
thing of the truth of his teaching, but were ' the Lord’s Day.
gradually repelled from him by the force of l 7. Jesus krowsour thoughts. .
their own prejudice and pride, If we resist the, 8. We sheuld be kind to the dumb creatures. B
gracious impressivns made upon our hearts we, 9. Fill the Sabbath with good deeds and[
gradually render ourselves insensible to them | thoughts. :
altogether. 10. The Christian Sabbath commemoratesa

Very few of our young people dv nut some-, risen Savivur aud completed redemption.

LESSON ILLUSTRATIONS.

Meanness of Sabbath breaking. preaching 2  “ Well, Sam, I "lowed ’twon't

A group uf young men were assembled one | right to bring it apun Sabbhath. I mought seej

Sunday in agrove to Lear the preacher, when | a varmint on the road and get & shouling, and @

one of them snid: ““See here John, why , forget it was Sabbath.”” ‘‘ Huh! There's nof

didn’t ye bring up my rifle when ye come to | use being so particular as allthat. I think i:
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isall right to do little turns of a Sabbath.
Even a little shootin’ won’t hart, if ye happen
to see game.”’

The discussion was joined in on either side
by those around, and it was finally decided to
leave the question to the preacher. He was
called, and the case stated.

** Look yer, boys,’? said he ; ** s’posin’ a man
comes along here with seven handsome gray
horses, a-ridin’ one, and the others a-follerin’.
You ail l1ke & pretty beast, and you look Yem all
over. You can’t see that one is_better than
another. They are all as pretty critters as
ever were seen among these mountains, tho'
there will be differences in horses, boys.
When you come to know ’em, no two is alike.
Well, that man says, ‘ Here, boys, I'll jest
give ye six of these beasts for your own, and
he gets on the other and rides off. I s’pose,
now, you’d mount your horses and ride after
mm, and make him give ye the other horse, or
at least let ye keep it till yer craps was all
in.”

¢ No, we aint so ornery mean as all that,
preacher.” ‘¢ Well, then, can’t ye let the
Lord’s day alone.”? A blank look at the‘
preacher and at each other; then Sam spoke

.out : ** You've treed us, preacher. John, I'm
nght glad you didn't bring that gun ""—(Cut
Gems.)

Religion in Business.

The late Wilhiam H. Smith began his busi-
ness career by folding newspapers and address-
ing bundles. When he died he was the head
of the house of W. . Smith & Son, the
largest news agents in Great Britain, and had
been member of Parliament, Financial Secre-
tary of the Treasury, first Lord of theadmiralty,
and the conservative leader of the House of
Commons. He was a religious man, not only
atchurch and 1n the family, butin his busi-
ness. It was a rule with him that no work
should be done on Sunday.’ Only once in
their record wasan exception made to this rule.

in September 1854, shortly after the battle
of Alma, the despatches containing the names
of the killed and wounded arrived late on
Saturday night. To put & speedy end to the
doabts, fears, and hopes, of hundreds of dis-
tracted families, the employees were called

that the ‘‘extras ?” might be distributed in
London and the provinces.

Several years later W. H. Smith & Son re-
ceived & ‘‘ command ** to supply a member of
the royal family with newspapers. Among
other journals on the list was the Observer,
published on Sunday morning. The command
was obeyed, but it was explained that as Sun-
day work was contrary to the rules of the fi ‘m
the Observer could not be supplied. An indig-
nant official visited the firm, and expressed
himself as being unable to understand how the
regulation of a firm of ‘‘ news-agents®’ could
stand in the way of a royal command. On
heing told that the rule could not be changed,
he threatened to withdraw the whole order.
The threat did not avail and it was not exe-
cuted.

To this day, though there are many popular
Sunday papers published in London, those
who desire them have to obtain them elsewhere
than from W. H. Smith & Son’s agents.
(Youth’s Companion. )

Sabbath-Keeping as a Fence.—

Some time ago I passed a garden fall of
of vegetables. It was neatly kept and véry
fruitful. A neat picket fence surrounded it.
I counted the upright palings, and found
there were 520 round the full circuit of the
garden. Every one was in its place and in
perfect order.

Some time later I passed that way again and
was pleased to think that Ishould see the neat
garden 50 carefully tended; but what a
change! There was & new tenant, and he was
ascareless and thriftless as the former had
been thrifty and vigilant. The fence was bro-
ken down ; not more than ten of the palings
stood in their places, and the garden, once so
neat and fruitful, was waste and desolate.
Dogs and pigs roamed over it. It was a play-
ground and rubbish heap in one. The soil
was hard, and, in many places, matted with
weeds. All becanmse the fence was broken
down.

The thought struck me that the garden,
with its former fence of 520 palings, was like
ten years of a man’slife with their 520 Sabbath
days. Sabbaths are a fence to aman’s life.
When they are well kept and honored, the life
can be cultivated and much evil kept out.

upon to sporifice their Sunday rest in order
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But take 3 man who in ten years, has ~jent alj
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but ten Sabbaths on himself, 510 of his 520
palings aredown. The life ig open to all evil,
1o good can grow in his heart. It lies waate,
it is trodden underfoot by evil and passion and
sin, by unholy thoughts and wicked deeds.
His heart is hard. His life is barren and
wasted and desolate, because the fence is bro-
ken down.

LESSON XI.—March 13t'h, 1898,

THE BLACKBOARD.

How is the Sabbath to be Sanctified ?

BY RESTING FROM ORK.

ATTENDANCE UPON ORSHIP,

GETTING GOOD.

DOING

THE WHEAT AND THE TARES. MATT. 13: 24-30, 36-43.
Commit vs. 87-89.

94. Another parable sct ho before them, saying,
The kingdowm of Heaven is likened unto a man that
sowed good seed in his field:

95, But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed
tares also among the wheat, and wr ¢ away.

26. But when the blade sprang up,and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the taresalso.

27. And the servants of the householder came and
gaid unto him, Sir, didst thou not sowgood seed in
thy field? whence then hath it tares? 28. And he
said untothem, An enemy hath done ths.

And the servants say unto him, Wilt thou then
that wo go and gather them up?

29, But hesaith, Nay; lest haply while ye gather
up the tares, yeroot up tho wheat with them.

80. ILet both grow together untilthe harvest: and
in the time of the barvest I will say to the reapers,
Qather up first the tares, and bind them into bundles
to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.

88. Then he left the multitudes, and@ went into the

DAILY READINGS.

house: and his disciplescame unto him, saying, Ex.
plain unto us the parable of the tares of the field,

87. And he answered and said, He that soweth the
good seed is the Son of man; 88. aad the field is the
world; and the good seed, these are thesons of the
kingdom; and the taresare thosons of the evil une;
89. andthe enemy that sowed them is the devil ; and
theharvestis theend of the world; and the reapers
are angels.

40. As therefore the tares are gathered up and
burngd with fire; so shall it be in the end of the
world.

4l. TheSon of man shall 2ond forth his angels,
and they shall gather out of his kingdom &i} things
that cause stumbling, and them that do iniquity, 42
andshall cast theminto thofurnace of fire: there
shall be the weeping and gnashing of teeth.

43.” Then sball the righteous ghine forth as thesun
in the kingdom of their Father. He that hath ears.
let him hear.

GOYDEN TEXT. . CATECHISM.,
«He that soweth the good | M. Th]; wheat and the tares, Matt. “ Q. lsi.n Dé{l omgitx:t emlm con-
* 2 24-33, nue e es W, n the
seed, 15 the Son of Man."~Matt. | & . wheat and the tares, Matt, | Were created? v
13: 87, * 88448 ’ A. Our first parents being left to
13: 3 the freedom of their own will, fell
—_— W, The separation, Matt, 13: 44-52, | from the estate wherein they were
T, Come! Matt, 25: S1-40, created, by sinning against God,
.} 8. The Book of Life, Rev. 20: 6-15.
Jesus will Judge the world, Acts | S. Heme of the righteous Rev. LESSON HYMNS,
10: 42, 21: 1-8, Nos, 455, 454, 824, 486,

LESSoN PLAN.

I. The Parable.
II. Its Explanation.

vs, 24-30.
vs. 36-43.

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

INTRODUCICRY.—Our Lord did not teach by
parables at the beginning of His ministry, but
when he saw how little effect such discourses
as the Sermon on the Mount had, He adopteu
astyle more adapted to interest the people,
and stimulate them to thought, while at the
same time it-concealed the truth from the
careless gnd spiritually blind, The seven

parables in this chapter, and an eighth in
M¥ark, describe Christ’s kingdom in its various
relations te the disciple and to the world.
Time, antumn A.D. 28. Place, the sea shore
near Capernanm,

24.—A parable has been defined as *a ficti-
tious narrative, true to nature, yet uudecep-
tive, veiling a moral, or spiritugl tyuth under
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asymbol, for the purpose of conveying it to
minds reluctant or indifferent.” In adopting
the parabolic method of teaching our Lord fol-
lowed the favorite method of Oriental teach-
ers, .
But there were special reasons besides:

1. The minds of the people were pre-occu-
pied with the expeotation of a very different
“kingdom of heaven."” It was necessary to
sow germinal thoughts regarding the true mis-
sion of the Messiah on which their imagination
might be exercised until the false view twas
gradually supplanted.

2. Had Jesus spoken plainly he would in_
evitably have been misunderstood anG misrep-
resented. Few would have comprehended
him, or believed in the sincerity of his aims, if
he had proclaimed a kingdom, even although,
he addedl ‘‘not of this world.”” The Jewg
would have risen in arms to their destruction
and the Romans would have been forever pre-
judiced against the Christian religion.

3. The spiritual apprehensions of the people
were dull and needed the stimulus which the
parable afforded in 1its covert significance pro-
voking thought.

4, It was equally helpful to the disciples
who were ¢ babes in knowledge,’’ although
willing to learn. The kingdom of heaven here
means the entire system of God’s redemptive
dealings with men. The verb ‘‘is likened”
is in the past tense (*‘ waslikened,” or * made
like ”’) indicating that such was the character
of the kingdom in the divine plan, which is
finding its realization in Jesus and his
mission.

Comparing this parable with that of the
Sower, we notice that in that the seed was
good, but the soils differed ; while here the soil"
is alike gond, but there. are twokinds of seed
and two sowers. The seed in the former para-
ble is the Word, but here it stands for persons ;
there the planting of the seed and its recep-
_tion by different classes is described, here its
strauggle with evil as it growsin the field of
good soil.

The Sower of the good seed is Christ him_
self. He taught the saving truths of the Gos.
pel which transform believers into children of
God. The Field is the world, but only as the
sphere of the Church’sbeing, for in one verse of

things. The parable has reference not to the
world of humanity, but to the church and
its mixed composition.

26.~No blame is to be attached to the
husbandman and his servants for sleeping.
Satan works secretly, evil deeds are done in
the darkness.

“Tares’’ are probably the English ¢ dar-
nel.” The grass resembles rye but the grain
is poisonous. In the earlier stages of growth
it cannot be distinguished from wheat. Its
effect is narcotic and emetic and the utmost
care is taken to winnow the noxious grains out
of the wheat hefore it is made into flour.

Eastern farmers believe that it is a-kind of
degenerate wheat. Our Lord gives no sanc-
tion to this idea of a transmission of species,
Some one sowed the tares. A similar notion
prevails amongst our own growers in regard to
1] chess.”

Dr. Thomson says that while such & mali-
cious act as is described in the parable must
have been known in our Saviour's time, yet
he had not found a single person in Palestine
to-day who had either known or heard of such
dastardly conduct. The parable fitly attrib-
utes sucha mode of xevenge to the arch-enemy
of God and man.

26.—When the ears shot out the trae char-
acter of the evil seed was manifest. ‘‘As I
once heard it remarked in that counfry, ‘the
ears which God has blessed bow their heads,
but these accursed tares stick their’s above the
whole field.” For the tare there carriesa light
head of small dark grains which in every re-
spect contrasts with the weighty golden ear of
the good seed.”’ (Thomson.)

27.—The servants well represént those who
are officially responsible for the Church’s wel-
fare ; its ministry and office bearers.

28.—The over zealous guardians of the
Church have often adopwed persecution as the
best means of extirpating heresy, but they only
succeeded in destroying the good grain and
leaving the tares to flonrish.

29.—This does not forbid the exercise of
Church Qiscipline and the casting out of mapi~
festly unworthy members ; but it does incul-
cate patience with those who seem to be insin.
cere, and charitable judgment of the most
imperfect Christians. Extra severity of dis-

it i3 said that He will gather ‘*out of his]eipline will injure morg than it will purify the
kingdom » the tares and all other- Durtful { Church. :
‘ K



30.~The servants might make migtakes but
the angel-reapers will make none. Meantime,
unlike the case of the natural grain, the influ-
ence of good people may be the meaus of turn-
ing the * tares” into *‘ wheat.” What
is impossible in the realm of nature is
possible in the sphere of action of divine

36.~The public discourse was ended and
Jesus had retived to his acoustomed abode
when the disciples gathered around him for
further instruction. They had been particu-
larly struck with this parable and had per-
ceivéd somewhat of its meaning. They wished
to understand it more perfectly.

37, 38.—Men become what they are by the
principles which they adopt. They are the
children of God or evil according as they
follow the one, or tue other. There is a
higher sense in which believers are children of
God by adoption.

88.~Our Lord recognizes a personal devil,
the chief of spiritual forces at enmity with
God and all good. His power, however, is
limited and will be ultimately destroyed. The
word for ‘‘world ? in this verse is not the
same as in verse 38. It does not refer to the
physical world, but to the present era, or

age. 'This will olose with the day of judg-
ment.

The world harvest will be a time of rejoicing 8
to all those who are gathered into God’s |§
garner. The ministering angels who have had
charge over us during our earthly life will
carry us safely home at last.

40, At.—~Those that ‘‘cause stumbling®
are the same persons as those that *‘do ini- §
quity.” The two aspects of their guilt are
distinguished. Their presence in the Church
was s source of evil and scandal, and their §
personal character was bad. .

42.—To say that this language is figurative
will not mitigate its fearful significance. The |
doom of the wicked is unutterably sad.

43.—The expression ‘‘shine forth
striking. The light of the true life, which is
within their souls shall burst forth, as the
sunlight comes out from the cloud which has
obscured it ; and this light shall be the joy and
blessedness in which they shall abide in the
kingdom of their Father. (Dwight.)

God has given us faculties by which we may
know his will—let us then use them to know
and obey him. We donot hear, not because we }
are deaf, butbecause our attention is absorbed
with something else.

QUESTIONS

‘What other parables are found in this chap-
tex? What do they illustrate? Why does
Christ give €0 many upon our subject? (Isa
58: 10-13.)

24.—What is the * kingdom of heaven? ?
Who is meant by the sower? What is the
seed which he sows? (1 Peter1: 23; Jas. 1:
18 ; John1s 13.) Where does he sow i5?
‘Whosowsitforhim? Wheredoes it flourish best?

2B.—~Who is the enemy? (Luke 10: 18;
1 Peter 6: 8.) What are the tares? (2 Cor. 11:
13-15; verse 19.) How does Satan sow his
evil:seed in our hearts? (1eh.21: 1; Job1:
9; Ezek. 3: 1; John 13: 2 ; Acts 5:3; 2
Cor.4: 4; Rev. 12: 10.) How may we de-
stroy th» weeds? What help must we have?

26-29.—Why did not the servants discover
the tares soomer? (Hos. 8: 7; 10: 13; Gal.
6:'8; Gen. 3: 11.) God is not the author of
evil—Jas. 1: 13; 1 John 1: 5. 'Why are we
not allowed to persecute ? Examples of God’s
patience with the wicked—Gen, 18: 26 ; Luke
13: 8; 2 Peter 3: 9; Rev 62 10,

FOR STUDY.

30.—When is the harvest? (Joel 3: 13;
Rev. 14: 15-19.) Why does God spare the
wicked so long? (2 Peter3:9.) How will
God punish the wicked? (2 Thess. 1: 9.)
What shall be said to the righteous? (Matt.
25: 34.)

4t.—The certainty of a final separation—
Matt. 13: 49; 25: 31-33, 46 ; Dan. 12: 2.
The sin of causing others to stumble—Matt.
18: 7; 2 Peter 2: 1,2.

42,—Similar illustrations of the doom of the
wicked ~ch. 3: 12; Rev. 19: 20; 20: 10.
Their anguish—ch. 8: 12 ; verse 50.

43.—Who will shine as stars in the king-
dom? (Dan. 12: 3: 1 Cor. 15: 42, 43, 58,)
Do some Lave ears and yet not hear? The
gospel is des’gned for all the world—Matt 24:
14;23: 19; Loke 24: 47; Rom. 10: 18;
Col.1: 6. Who are sprung from the good
seed? (1 Peter 1: 23.) From whom are the
evil seed sprung? (Gen. 3: 15; John 8: 44;

1John 3: 8; Acts 13: 10.)

K]
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PRACTICAL LESSONS.

The relation of our lesson to two others
found in the same chapter, must be considered
if we would ascertain the precise point of its
teaching. The parable of thu sower illustrates
the condition of heart necessary to the profit-
able reception of the word ; the parables of
the taves, and the net, the mixed nature of
society amidst which it must grow. The for-
mer of these points out that the presence of
evil is due to the deliberate act of a malicious
agent, and that the separation is not desirable;
while the latter indicates that the presence of
evil is inevitable under the circumstances and
a separation impossible. We take up the
lessons suggested by the narrative, as they
present themselves in succession.

1. The full explanation of this parable was
given in response to the enquiry of men who
understood it imperfectly and were not con-
tent with the superficial meaning that satisfied
the multitudes. In this the diseiples admon-
ish us not to rest in a half-understanding of God’s
word.

When you have read over a portion return
and peruse it more carefully. By the help of
marginal references throw the light of other
Scriptures upon it. Ponder and pray over its
richer sentences. Consult commentaries and
lesson helps, and spare no pains to ferret out
its deeper meaning aund varied applications.
Without the press and the fire we cannot
extract the sweet juices of the sugar cane.

2. Christ claims the whol world as ** His
field.” In the true spirit of his Master, John
wisely took for his motto *‘ The world is my
parish.”” Christians are to sow the seed in
every part of the fleld. All is to be cultivated
for the Son of Man.

The servante, the- Church of Christ, is respon-
sible for the waste places as yet unreclaimed
from heathenism. Weeds and forest fully
occupy, as yet, the greater portion of the field.
Commendable as the missionary enterprise of
the Church ig, it is putting forth but a fraction
of the power which it has at command, The
Lord is opening up the way ; He is calling
laborers who are responding with alacrity ; but
the Church witholds her gifts—the laborers
cannot go because of that dreadful deficit in
the Foreign Mission Funds.

3. The field may be regarded from another
point of view. Everyone has a field to cultizate.

It liegin his own bosom and the sphere of his
influence. The good seed comsists of the
virtues and graces of the Christinn character
and their manifestation, with the influence
thereby exerted for good upon all whom we
come in contact. The tares are the evil im-
pulses of our unrenewed nature, the allure-
ment of sin to which we yield and the baneful
results upon others of our bad example and in-
counsisteney.

4. The tares were sown ‘‘while men slept.”
Satan labors with unresting assiduity. Rest and
sleep are necessary to men. No blame is to be
attached to the servants for not watching their
master’s field during the night. Butlet us
learn a lesson here of warning that our love of
ease and comfort does not cause us to relax onr
vigilance in watching against the -wiles of-the
devil.”

1f we close our churches and Sabbath-schools
in summer, Satan takes good care to provide
open means of recreation for the public, and
follows our ministers and congregations to
summer resorts tempting them to throw off the
responsibility they should feel for the faitbful
discharge of Sabbath duties.

The weather may be cold and the roads bad in
winter, but Satan gets around just the same,
and is all the better pleased to observe that
the Sabbath School is, like the maple trees,
deciduous, and has gone into a wintry condi-
tion of susperded animation, alarmingly like
death.

‘When we think ourselves most secure Satan
is most likely to be preparing some snare-for
our souls. Both in our Christian work and in
our individual life we have need of unceasing
activity and watchfulness.

5. As soon as Satan had sowed the tares he
‘went his way.”” The good grain would
receive the constant care of the husbandman
but the lares would need no cultzvalwn They
would feed for themselves.

There is & wonderful vitality in evil. Thorns
and thistles seem native to the soil everywhere.
A patriotic Scotchman who planted his
national emblem before his door, has cursed
California with an ineradicable weed. The
Mennonite emigrants to the Northwest have
brought with them a thistle-far more trouble-
some than our most perszstent native
species.

(i)
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Mr. Geo. U. Hay, an eminent New Bruns-
wick botanist, informs the writer that he has
found between 100 and 120 new speries of
plants which have been introduced into the
country with the ballast discharged from
vessels in St. John. Bad babits need no
fostering. ‘Wickedness only asks to be let
alone.

6. For o time the tares and wheat were not
distinguishable from each other, so evil does
not disclose ilself at once. Consequences are
sometimes the first intimation of the true
character of their cause.

Every reform has been followed after a time
by abuses which at first were not perceived to
be concealed amongst the beneficent rules
adopted. In every breast there are mingled
motives and the subtle sophistry of selfishness
often leads us to mistake less worthy for
altogether commendable aims.

If we are thus deceived by ourselves it is
net to be wondered at if others deceive us.
Conduct, not profession, should determine our
estimate of character. By their fruits we
know men,

7. We do not understand this pargble as
affording any instructions of a deﬁmte char-
acter regarding the exercise of church dlscxp-
line. It rather points out the spirit of wisdom
and patience which should govern our conduct
towards unworthy brethren,

The servants were not permitted to root out
the tares atonce, lest vuey should, in doing so,
injure the good grain. There is certainly
danger lest we should inour unwise zeal mis-
take the wheat for tares, as when so upright
and Christian a man as Sir Matthew Hale
imprisoned John Bunyan ; but the parable
does not contemplate this danger.

The servanes were well able to distinguish
the two, as their words indicate. But the
roots were so intertwined that the one could
uot be pulled up without seriously injuring
the other. The harsh and imprudent exercise
of church discipline, of & public and official
character, may, instead of reclaiming the
offender, which is the primary end of all dis-
cipline, create such excitement, misander-
standing, discord, and recriminations, as to
greatly injure the spiritual interests it was
meant to conserve.

If Jesus could bear with a Judas amongst
the disciples may not we in a spirit of charity

and long suffering show patience and good will
to the unworthy, seeking to influence their
better feelings, and, by the help of divine
grace to effect in them a transmutation im-
possible in the realm of nature, by turning
the *‘tares ’? into *‘ wheat.” Some weeds are
now cultivated. The parsnip is ome of the
most wholesome vegetables, but the wild
variety is still a deadly poison.

The best way to eradicate the tares is to culti-
vate the field thoroughly. A wheat field yellow
with mustatd is anevidence of bad farming.

8. There is no church perfect. The duty of
each is to stand by the one in which God’s
providence has placed him, and try to raise its
spiritual tone. Those who leave one church
for another because there are inconsistent
members in it, will find human nature all
around them wherever theygo. The spirit
which prompts to such a course is not that of
the Son of man. .

9. There will be a final sepuration of the wheat
and the tares.

For the Lord our God shall come,
And shall take his harvest home ;
From his field shall in that day
All offences purge away ;
Give his angels charge at last
In the fire the tares to cast:

" But the fruitful ears to store
In his garner evermore.

10. We are responsible for the way in which we
receive such solemn warnings.

God gave us ears, it is our own feult if we
will not hearken. He has placed us in
Christian homes ; received us by baptism into
his gracious covenant favor; supplied the
teaching of the Sabbath school and the church ;
invited us to avail ourselves of the sacraments
and means of grace ; has watched over us and
blessed us; if then we bring forth evil frait
the blame must rest upon our own wilfal
perversity. Our gracious God willeth not
that any should perish, but that all shonld
come to repentance.

Tho’ in the outward church below,
The wheat and tares together grow,
Jesus ere long will weed the crop,
And pluck the tares in anger up.

‘Will it xelieve their horrors there,

To recollect their stations here ?

How much t}:v beard, how much they knew,
How long amongst the wheat they grew.

80




Oh ! this will aggravate their cage !
They perished under means of Grace
To them the word of life and faith
Became an instrument of death,

We seem alike when thus we 1aeet ;
Strangers might think weall are wheat ;
But to the Lord’s all searching eyes
Each heart appears without disguise.
The tares are spared for various ends,
Some for the sake of praying friends ;
Others, the Lord, a%ainst their will,
Employs his counsels to fulfil.

But tho' they grow so tall ard strong ;
His plun will zot require them long ;
In harvest, when he saves his own,
The tares shall into hell be thrown,

Joha Newton.
ADDED POINTS.

1. God sows no seed that is not good. He
cannot be the author of sin.

2. Only living seed cangrow. Have life in
yourself.
3. Each kind of seed bears its own kind of
fruit. ’

4. We are planted where God means us to
grow,

5. Malice and revenge are wicked and hate-
ful. )

6. Satan is sowing tares assoon as the sermon
is over.
7. We have evil seed in our hearts.
8. We should try and keep the unconverted
under good influences. .
9. Contrast God’s patience with man's rash
zeal.
10. The presence of evil menis a stimulusto
courage, patience, zeal, and good works.
11. We have no right to anticipate God’s
infalliple judgment of any man.
12. Jesus would never have spoken of hell
if no such thing existed.
“ To love my sins, a saint to appear,
To grow with wheat, yeb be a tare,
May serve me while I live below,
‘Where tares and wheat together grow :
But soon the reaping time will come,
And angels shout the harvest home.’’

THE BLACKBOARD.

OUR FIELD

'l‘wn Sowers,

Kind of Grain,
Destinies at Last.

LESSON ILLUSTRATIONS.

1. Tares among wheat.—Turn westward here
along the base of the mountain and in balf an
hour we shall enter the great chasm of Wady el
Hawar. Let me call your attention to the
*‘tares 7 growing amongst the barley. Both
are just in the proper stage of development to
illustrate the parable of Christ. In those
parts where the grain bas headed out, the
tares have done the same, and there a child
could not mistake them for wheat or barley,
but where both are less developed, the closest
scrutiny will often fail to detect them.

Even the farmers, who in'this country
generally weed their fields, do not pretend to
distinguish the one from the other until both
are well grown. They would not only mis-
take good grain for tares, but very commonly
the roots of the two are so interwined thatit
is impossible to separate ‘them without pluck-
ing up both. Both, therefore, must be left to
‘¢ grow together until the harvest.”” Thomson
“ Cent. Pal, and Pheenicia,”

2. Sowing tares maliciously.—The favorable

Dr. Thomson is not shared by some others,
Archbishop Trench for example gives the
following extract from the narrative of a
traveller in Palestine. *‘See that lurking
villain watching for the time when his neigh-
bor shall plough hisfield. He carefully marks
the period when the work has been finished,
and goes the night following, and casts in
what natives call pandinelli, 1. e. ** pig paddy.’?
This being of rapid growth, springs up before
the good seed, and scatters itself before the
other can be reaped, so that the poor owner of
the field will be for years before hecan get rid
of the troublesome weed.

Buat there is another noxious plant which
these wretches cast into the ground of those
they hate, called perum-pand?, which is8 more
destructive to vegetation than any other plant.
Has a man purchased a field outsof the hands
of another, the offended person says. ‘I will
plant the perum-pandi in his grounds.’  And
Dr. Trench adds-*a friend, who has occupied

a judicial station in India, confirms this

opinion of Arab human nature expressed by account.’
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We are not without this form of malice
nearer home. Thus, in Ireland I have known
an outgoing tenant, in spite at his eviotion, to
sow wild oats in the fields which he was leav-
ing. These, like the tares of the parable,
ripening and seeding themselves before the
orops in which they were mingled, it became
next to impossible to extirpate.!’

In his note upon this passage in his Greek
Testament, Dean Alford says: * The practice
it not unknown even in England at the
present. Since the publication of the first
edition of this commentary, a field belonging
to the editor, at Gaddesby, in Leicestershire,
was maliciously sown with charlook over the
wheat. An action at law was brought by the
tenant, and heavy damages obtained against
the offender.” Charlock is known to Canadian
farmers as ‘‘ wild mustard.” The plant is
not a native but an adventitious importation
from Europe.

3. The Chestnut Oaks.—A. Western farmer
pointed out to a friend from the East a grove
of trees and asked him what. they were.
¢ Chestnuts,” was the confident reply. ‘‘Come
and see,” the farmer said. The ground was
strewn with acorns. Greatly surprised the
traveller looked up. The leaves surely were
chestnut leaves, but the boughs hung full of
acorns. It was the chestnut oak of the West.
Not the leaf, but the fruit, decided the speoies.
We often detect the chestnut osks. The
Manitoba maple is another illustration. A
stranger would readily mistake it for an ash,
judging by the leaf and general appearance, but
the winged seeds declare its true relationship.

4. The Reasonableness of Sin's Punishment.—
A rebel who hath stabbed an earthly prince
but once, and deeply repents of his crime, is
mercifully dealt with if he be imprisoned for
life, were he to live a thousand years. An
impenitent sinner hath risen against the
Majesty of heaven a million of times, and
“ crucified the Prince of Life afresh,” for, it
may be ten, twenty, forty years. Y/hatis
more, he goes on still in his rebellion, and his
task of repenting to-morrow is only a contriv-
ance to sin with more cheerfulness to-day.
Now, if he die in this state, shall God be un-
just in condemning him for life to his own
choice, and punishing with infinite woé sins
committed against an infinite Majesty—sins
from which he should have been deterred by

considerations of infinite force ; in short, sir 3
in which he would have livéd forever had not
death interposed ?—John Flelcher.

5. The following quaint poem by Bishop
Kerr, will be found interesting :

Lord, 'tis not in thy church alone,
That tares among good corn are sown;
Satan our hearts does discompose,
His tares there sows.

Soon as ¢he amiable Dove

Sheds in our hearts celestial love ;
And our cleared heaven-erected eyes
This world despise.

Soon as our powers begin to feel
The suavities of heavenly zeal,
And stand propending to obey
Love’s gentle sway.

Satan his force and wiles collects,
Loose thoughts into our souls injects ; .
‘Which our imaginations lure

To loves impure.

Thy word, Lord, in this life declares
That corn will mingled be with tares,
Thou separation dost delay

Till judgment day.

My God, let neither tares nor weeds
Choke in my soul Thy heavenly seeds,
Keep, Lord, what Thou Thyself dost sow
From the cursed foe.

From the cursed foe, for in my heart
’Tjs he would fain usurp a part,

But I to Thee my heart resign,
Keep what is thine.

My love shall Satan’s spite oppose,
And if in me his tares he sows

May he at judgment bear the blame
I them disclaim.

Tares in the hearts of saints remain,
Foils to the true and beauteouns grain,
For love thy trials are designed

In souls refined.

Our birth propension sensual sows
To wilful sin, which cherished grows;
We all our life must God invoke
That growth to choke, .
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LESSOI{ XII.—March 20th, 1898.

JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED. MATT 14: I-12.
Comns? ov. 6-10.

1, At that season Horod the tetrarch heard the re-
port concereing Jesus, 2, and said unto his ser-
vants, This is John the Baptist; ho isrisen from the
dead; and thorefore do these powers workin him.

8, For Herod bad lajdhold on John, and bound
him, and put hi_m in prison for the sake of Herodias,
his brother Philip’s wife. 4, For John said unto
him, It is not Jawful for thee ‘o have her.

5, And when he would have put hii to death, he
feared the multitude, because they counted hin as a
prophet.

G, But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter
of Berodins danced in the midst, and plensed Herod.
% Whereupon he promised with an oath to give her

GOLDEN TEXT.

# Keep thy heart with all
diligence; for out of it aro the
issues of life.”—Prov, 4: 23,

T, Herod

T.

PROVE THAT

Jesus condemns drunkenness,
Luke 21: 84,

S,
86

LEssoN PLAN. {I

whatsoever shs should ask.

8. And she, being put forward by her mother,
saith, Give mo here in a charger the head of Jobnthe
Baptist.

9. Andthe king was grieved; but for tho sake of
his oaths, and of them which sat at meat with him,
ho commanded it to be given;

10. And hosent, and beheaded John in the prison,

11. And hishead was brought in & charger, and
given to the dnmsel: nnd sho brought it to her
mother. 12 And hisdisciples came, and tock up
the corpse, and buricd him, and they went and told

DAILY READINGS.
M. John the Baptist beheaded,

Matt, 14: 112,

grod mocks Christ, Luke 23:
W. Angry with the truth, Jer, 26;
The searching word, Acts 24;
F, Bgl{r%(x){ess for truth, Luke 8:
Christ's testimony, Luke 7; 19

Tlie;lmartyr's reward, Rov, 20:

Jesus.

CATECH1ISM,

Q. 14, Whatissin?

A, Sin i3 any want of conform-
ity unto, or transgression of, the
law of God,

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos, 7 (Ps.), 248, 456, 630,

1. 'The Fearless Preacher. vs. 1-5.
1I. The Birthday Banquet. vs. 6-9.
The Martyred Prophet.

vs. 10-12,

EXPOSITORY NOTES.

This lesson and those which follow in the
Gospel of Matthew are in the order of time.
The events recorded in the first half of the
Gospel are grouped together with reference
to the conneoting thought and hence could not
berun together in a continnous narrative.
The martyrdom of John the Baptist probably
occurred ‘about the time that the Apostles were
sent out on their preaching tour (Lesson VIIL.)
Time, March or April A.D.29. Place, the
fortress of Machaerus, 9 miles east of the
north'end of the Dead Sea.

t.—~The Herod here referred to was Herod
Antipas, the Son of Herod the Great. He was
“ tetrarch ’* of Galilee and Pera. To him
Pilate sent our Lord ; but heand his “‘men of
war ” ‘et him at naught ’’ and mocked him.
The title of king was givén to him by courtesy
only (Mark 6:14.) The word *“Tetrarchy” means
literally the government of ‘‘a fourth part.”

Archelans received one half of hisfather's

Kingdom, Antipas and Philip each one fourth.

The title ¢ tetrarch !’ was often given by the
Romans to petty subject princes who were not
deemed worthy of the royal rank., It was
originally the name of a subordinate governor
amongst the Macedonians. Everyone was
speaking about Jesus and surmising who he
was,

2.~Luke tells us that Herod ‘‘ was much
perplexed, because that it was said by some,
that John was risen from the dead,” and that
he said “* John I beheaded : but who is this,
about whom I hear such things.” He pro-
bably fell in with the view mentioned.

Some have supposed that Herod was a
Sadducee and did not believe in a future life
because where Christ speaks in Mark 8 : 15 of
the * leaven of Herod,” Matthew reports his
words (16 : 6) as ‘‘ the leaven of theSadducees,”?
He would not be the first, or the last, instance
of asuperstitiousinfidel. For other views con-
cerning Christ, see ch. 16 : 14.

There ig'a ‘‘ story that when Herod celebrated
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tnother of his birthdays in Rome.in A. D. 39,
he was terrified by a Banquo-like appearance
of the murdered prophet. The superstition
that already suggested to Herod the resurrec-
tion of John might well act more strongly on
the anniversary of the murder ; and after he
had conpived at the death of the One who, by
" his miracles, showed that he possessed greater
power thon John,” (Willinns) John, when
living, wrought ne miracle (John 10: 41) but
having returned from the spirit world it was
natural to expect new manifestations of power,
literally ¢ works of power are activein him.”
3.~Herod had arrested John about & year
‘before (Matt. 4:12; Mark1: 14.) The
prison in which he was confined was the
fortress of Macheerus on the borders of Arabia,
about 9 miles east of the north end of the Dead
Sea.

Herod was probably at this time engaged
in war with his father-in-law, Aretas, whose
daughter he had driven away when he took
Herodias to wife,

The war proved disastrous for Herod.
Josephus informs us that it was the general
opinion amongst the Jews that in this way
God showed his displeasure at the treatment
John received from him.

Herodias was a grand-daughter of Herod the
Great and married her uncle Philip, a half
brother of Antipas, the Herod of this Lesson.
This Philip, the father of Salome, who danced
before Herod, must be distinguished from
Philip the Tetrarch, his half brother and sub-
sequently the husband of Salome. He had
fallen under the displeasure of his father and
was excluded from the succession. He was

- living in retirement at Jerusalem:
4.~His union with Herodins was unlawful
for three reasons ; (1) Philip her husband was
still living ; (2) Herod had a wife ; (3) she
was within the prohibited degrees of consan-
guinity (Lev. 18: 14 ;20: 19) and of affinity
(Lev. 18:16;20: 21.)

The emphasis is to be laid on the last reason.
It was an aggravation of the crime of adultery.
Josephus says, that John’s bold rebuke was
only a pretext, 50 far as Herod was concerned.
He was shameless enough not to feel hurt by it.
His real reason waslest John ghould stir up an
insurrection.

The tense used in Mark6: 18, implies that
John had reproved Herod more than dnce. It

was the burden of his exhortations to him
(Alford.) He had rebuked orod’s profligacy
besides, (Luke 3:19.) Compare Nathan and
David (2 Sam. 12: 7,) and note the different
spirit in which a true child of God takesa
faithful rebuke.

John was & true prophet, (Ezek. 2:85-7.)
He risked his life when he rebuked Herod, but
he feared God rather than man. We hbecoms
responsible for gin that we do not denounce
when a fitting opportunity occurs.

B.—From the parallel narratives we learn
that Herodias was more bitter against John
than Herod. She ‘‘set herself against him
(Mark 6: 19,) lit. ‘‘ cherished inward wrath
against him,” watching for her opportunity of
revenge. She “ desired to kill him,’’ she had
a settled and persistent determination on the
subject.

Besides his fear that any violence to Joh
would arouse the indignation of the nation,
Herod had a secret respect for the brave
reprover of his sins. .

As Queen Mary feared Knox, .or Abab
Elijah, so Herod felt that there were unseen
spiribual powers behind John who would
reckon with his slayer.

Mark tells us that he * kept him safe *?
from the malice of Herodias and tried to quiet
his conscience by many good deeds. The
R. V. reads ‘‘ he was much perplexed,” he
would not give up his sinful course of life and
his sense of duty wasat war with his passions.
Heeven ‘“‘heard him gladly,” asFelixheard
Paul (Aocts 24: 24-26.

‘“This guilty man, disquieted by the re-

roaches of memory and the demands of con.
sciznce, found it a relief to hear stern truth, or
to see from afar the beauteous light of right-
eousness. *’ (Chadwick.)

8.—Mark tells us that Herodias wason the
watch for ‘‘a co. venient day ’? and had her
scheme ready to spring upon Herod at a
moment’s notice. She seized upon this birth-
day festival asa good opportunity to extorb
compliance with her wishes. John had stung
her to the quick, and her woman nature felt
his rebuke more keenly than the coarser soul
of Herod.

Besides there was danger that hearing John
gladly, and *‘doing many things,”” might end
in his Qoing the one thing that would be ruig
to her,
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The celebration of birthdays was a pagan
oustom, abhorrent to the Jews because con-
nected with idolatrous worship. It was com-
mon amongst the Egyptians (Gen. 40: 20,)
Persians, Greeks, and Romans. The Herods
celebrated their birthdays with such magnifi-
cence that they passed into a proverb. ‘‘A
Herod’s day.” (Herodis dies.)

Mark tells us that a splendid company was
assembled consisting of the civic-and military
dignitaries of Galilee, together with the most
influential personages in the province who
were not in the service of the Tetrarch.

Mark says that the dancer was *‘the daugh-
ter of Herodias herself ¥ i.e. Herodias' own
daughter. The emphasis expresses the scorn
of the writer. She degraded her own daugh-
ter into a common daneing girl, in order to
play upon the worst passions of Herod, and by
them gain her purpose.

Her name was Salome. ‘‘Her dance was
doubtless of a mimetic and wanton character’’
(Meyer,) a statement which is amply warrant-
ed by what we know of the customs of that
day and the morals of the court of Herod.

To engage in such & dance with a circle of
men all around ‘‘was to forget even the
decency and decorum of a Jewish maid.”
{Lange.) Contrast the modesty of the heathen
queen in Esther 1: 10-12. (But see what Dr.
Merrill says in ‘‘ Lesson IHustrations.”’)

6.—The conduct of Herod is a weak imita-
tion of grand monarchs. He was nothing, and
held his tetrarchy by grace of Ceesar (Compare
Esther 5: 3-6; 7: 2.) Perhaps Salome had
been ‘‘before instructed of her mother’’ to
secure any promise in this way, in case that
when sobered, Herod should refuse to perform
it. :

8.—¢ Before instructed? (R.V. “‘put for-
ward.”’) Herodias suggested the hideous re-
quest. ‘The girl flew to hermother, and said
‘ what shall I ask’??

It was exactly what Herodias expected, and
she might have asked for robes, or jewels, or
palaces, or whatever such & woman loves ; but
to a mind like ber’s revénge was sweeter than
wealth or pride, and we can imagine with
what fierce malice she hissed out the unhesitat-
ing answer, * The head of John the Baptizer.”
(Farrar).

other dishes are replenished or *‘charged.”
The Greek word means ‘‘a wooden trencher,’
such dishes having been made of wood in
primitive times,

9.~Herod was sorry for several reasons:

1. He shrank from the deed, especially in
the midst of jovial feasting. It wasanill-
omened ending to a birthday banquet.

2. He had a superstitious, if not a conscien-
tious fear of the consequences.

3. It was a dangerous thing to do, for all the
people held John to be a prophet, and they
might rise in rebellion to avenge him.

4. He did not feel his rebukes so keenly as
Herodias did, and so did not cherish such vin-
dictive designs against him.

5. He felt annoyed at being outwitted by
Herodias, whom he had been holding back from
slaying John.

But he felt compelled hy a false sense of
honor. R.V. ‘“For the sake of his oaths.’’
He had reiterated his promise again and again.
Such an oath ought not to have been kept
(Lev. 5: 4-6,10.) He had promised ‘‘even
to the balf of his kingdom ’* but this was risk-
ing the whole. A true sense of honor would
have cast the shame upon the damsel for
taking a mean advantage. )

When one has begun wrong, repentance is
more honorable than persistence. But Herod
was sensitive to the sneers of the sycophants
around him.

wrote his gospel for the Romans gives here the
name of the official who acted as executioner.
It is a Latin word meaning ‘‘a watcher,’” one
of the body guard. The narrative conveys the
impression that the banquet was held at
Macheerus, where John was imprisoned, and
that all was over in a few moments.

Had the feast been held at Tiberias, as some
suppose, two days must have elapsed before
the head could have been brought. Horrible
as such a scene appears it was not strange in
those days. Jerome says that Herodias treat-
ed the poor head with savage indignity.

{2.—Tradition tells us that Herodias ordered
the headless trunk to be flung over the battle-
ments for dogs and vultures to devour. (Far-
rar.) John’s disciples henceforth attached

A “‘charger” is a large platter for which

themselves to Jesus.
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QUESTIONS FOR STUDY.

{y 2,~What time is referred to? (ch. 10 : 1-5)
Compare verses 12 and 13 with Mark 6 : 20-32.
What other opinions were held about Jesus?
(Luke 9: 7, 8; oh. 16: 14.) Did John work
miracles? (John 10: 41.) Who was Herod ?
Of what countries was he Tetrarch? What
had he heard about Jesus?

3, 4.—Why had Herod imprisoned John?
‘Who was Herodias? Why wv.as it unlawful for
Herod to have her as his wife? Did John
reprove Herod for anything else? (Luke 3:
19,) Of what Old Testament prophet does
John here remind you? (2 Sam. 12: 7.) Con-
trast the spirit in which David received the
rebuke. John was a trug prophet. (Bzen.2:
57.) .

8.~Why did Herod fear to put John to
death ? (Mark 6: 20.) Had he any other rea-
sons? From whom did he protect him? Had
he any struggles of conscience over the matter?
(Mark 6 : 20. R.V.) What other evidence of
the peoples’ faith in Juhn? (Matt. 21: 26.)

©.—What other birthday celebration do we

read of in ¢’ 3 Bible ? (Gen.40: 20.) What is

the difference between the dancing of Salome
and that of Miriam ? (Gen. 15: 20, 21.)

«=A similar royal promise. (Esther 5 : 3-6;

7: 2) Was it wise to make such & promise?

(Eco, 5: 2.) Was it meant to bo taken liter-
ally?

8.—~Was Sulome a willing accomplice of her
mother? (Mark 6: 25.) How does she show
this? Who was the most guilty of the three?

9.—Why was the king sorry ? Ought Herod
to have broken his oath ¢ (Lev. 5: 4-6, 10.)
Why did he keepit? Instances of similar
foolish vows—Judges 11: 31-36; 21: 1;1
Sam. 14: 24:46; Dan. 6: 14-16. Read Eco,
o 2

(2.—A similar burial (Acts 8: 2.) Why did
they go and tell Jesus? What did Jesus do?

To be answered in writing.

Senior.—How did Herod explain the mira-
cles of Jesus? (5) 2. Why had he cast John
into prison? (5) 3. Why did he promise to
give Salome whatever she should ask for? (5)
Why did Herod keep his promise? (6)
5. What did John's disciples do? (4)

Intérmediate.—1. Whom did Herod think
TFesus to be? (4) Forwhat had John reproved
Kerod? (5) 3. Why did not Herod slay John ?
(5) 4. By what foolish promise was he at last
made to do it? (5) 5. Was Herod free to
refuse the request in spite of his cath? (6)

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

Our lesson to-day contains the story of the

. martyrdom of John the Baptist and gives us a
glimpse of the low-born tyrants who filled the
ancient throne of Israel. ‘* ‘The sceptre had
departed from Judah,’’ and her true king min-
_istered to the people on the shores of alilee.

The fame of this Successor of the Elijah-like
prophet of the wilderness reached even to the
palace of the Herod. It has been suggested
that the bearer of the news to Herod may have
been his **foster-brother?’’ Manwen (Acts 13:
1) or Chuza, his steward, whose wife was
healed by our Lord, and because one of the
women who ministered to him. (Luke 8 : 3;
24: 10.)

The teachings of the narrative are numerous
and touch a great variety of topics. We take
them in the crder in which they present them-
selves.

I. The Fearless Preacher.

1. A life such as Ierod led would scarcely

come in sight of Jesus. John forced hims:lf
upon the royal conscience by his fearless de-
nunciation of sin, hut the *‘ meek and lowly *?
One, who did not “strive nor cry,’” nor permit
‘“his voice to be heard in the streets ” had
little about him to command even a passing
glance from one so far removed from his sphere
of action.

Jesus himself knew how little an interview
would accomplish, for when told that Herod
would kill him he replied ‘‘Go ye, and tell
that fox,” the only word of pure contempt
that ever fell from his gentle and loving lips.

When at last the “‘prophet’’ and the “king”
of Galilee did meet, through Pilate’s interven-
tion, Herod and his men of war ‘‘set him at
naught.”?

Those who are absorbed in the world will not
seriously consider the claims of Christ. The plea-
sure-seeker, the worldling, the man of ambi-
tign, tl.ose in haste to be rich are as little wil-
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ling to pause and consider what Christ offers,
as ever Herod was. The indiff .ence with
which religion is regarded by so many is
essentially due to the ‘¢ cares of the world, the
deceitfulness of riches and the lusts of other
things ’? entering in and absorbing all the
interest the soul is capable of entertaining.

2. There was much discussion amongst tho
people as to the person of Jesus, but none seem
to have been bold enough to assert his true
pature a8 the Messiah, the Christ of God.
Herod accepted the most absurd view of all
because his conscience was awakened. but,
with the rest he was willing to believe in Christ
as a wonder-worker but not as a Saviour from sin.

Some of the most eloquent tributes to the
character of Christ have come from the lips and
pens of those who denied altogether his divine
mission to redeem mankind. There are mul-
titudes of nominal Christians whose attitude
towards him is virtually the same. No admir-
ation for Christ will taka the place of humble
acceptance of Him as ’Saviour, and earnest
striving to forsake sin and grow to holiness of
heart.

3. To imprison John the Baptist was as cruel
as to cage an eagle. No wonder he grew de-
spondent and longed for a word from Jesus to
confirm his weak faith. So brief a ministry—
was thigall God had for him todo in the world ¢

Yet his death was not *‘premature.” He
jusily received the eulogium pronounced upon
him by the Master of greatest among men. In
him the old Economy came to a fitting close.
The preacher of righteousness introduced ‘“The
Lord, our righteousness.’? Those who suffer for
righteousness’ sake are not forgotten of God.

Doubtless John found the gloomy fortrezs of
Macherus as hallowed a trysting place with
God as Rutherford did his dungeon at Aber-
deen. The latter used to date his letters,
¢ Christ’s Palace, Aberdeen” and thus wrote
to a friend :

*‘The Lord is with me ; I care not what man
can do. I burden no man. I want nothing.
Nothing is better provided than I am. Sweet,
sweet and easy is the Cross of my Lord. All
men I look in the face, of whatsoever rank,
nobles or poor. Acquaintances and strangers
are friendly to me. My Well Beloved is kind-
erand more warm than ordinary, and cometh
and visiteth my soul. My chains are over-
gilded with gold. No pen, no words, can

express to you the loveliness of my only Lord,
Jesus. Thus, in haste, I make for my palace
at Abordeen.”’

4. John’s reproof was stern. ‘It is not
lawful ¥—Who forbids? Jolmn? If that had
been all Herod could have smiled. Butin
John spake the oracles of God, and deep in the
libertine’s breast, conssience said ** Amen.”’
Herod was not acoustomed to regard conduct
from this point of view., To him, whatever
suited his pleasure, his pride, or his ambition,
was lawful so long asit did not entsil disagree-
able consequences. But no question of expe-
diency or personal preference should come before
that of duty. *‘Is it right befors God ' ? is the
first point to be settled, and when this is
answered, all others are mere matters of detail,

5. Herod did not take his rebuke meekly.
He not only imprisoned John but would have
liked to have put him to death. But politio
reasons forbade. He did not know how hotly
the people might resent such violence to one
whom they deemed God’s prophet. It would
be decidedly unpleasant to rouse the fanatical
zeal of the Jews and might lead to a very un-
desirable investigation of his methods of gov-
ernment.

Public censure 18 a wholesome delerrent from
open wickedness. It rests with Christian people
to keep the public conscience true to the Bible
standard of righteousness. We have no right
to stand aside and let unprincipled men
govern the country, the province, or the muni-
cipality, when by voice and vote we can seoure
& higher degrees of honesty and -efficiency
amongst our rulers. It is our sacred duty to
denounce and antagonize ail wrong-doing even
when we feel ourselves powerless to prevent it.
Even Herod feared the multitude when right
was on their side.

ff. The Birthday Banquet,

1. We suppose that there is no difference of
opinion now about the propriety of celebrating
one’s birthday in & becoming manner, but we
cannot wonder at the prejudice against such
festivals amongst the Jews when they were
accompanied with such heathenish orgies as
disgraced the anniversary of a Herod’s natal
day. A comparison of the narratives shows us
that the occasion was one of great splendor, and
from what we know of the court of Herod,
doubtless characterized by much excess both in
eating and drinking.
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Dr. Merril cautions us against judging the
conduct of Salome too severely, yet there is
no precedent on record for a Jewish maiden of
noble rank entertaining & company of the
opposite sex by dancing before them. We
cannot imaginea time, or nation, in which
such conduct would mnot bave been deemed
highly improper, unless it was an index ofa
lower tone of morality in all concerned.

Maidenly modesty and reserve cannot be 100 care-
fully guarded. We do not advocate a Spanish
duenng system, by any means, but when one
observes the freedom which is permitted to
young girls, especially in our cities, in prom-
enading the streels in the late evening and
appearing in places of public resort withou%
an escort, we mustacknowledge that a stricter
code of propriety would be more conducive to
the welfare of our young people of both scxes.

2. We do not suppose that Herod meant
his promise to be taken literally. He would
have laughed at the girl if shehad asked for
Perea as her largesse. He was simply imitating
the bombastic style of greater men. He had
no kingdom to give away. He was but a
parvenu, dependent upon the good will of the
Roman Emperor and the strength of his in-
fluence at the corrupt court of Rome.

He backs up his promise, too, with aroyal
oath, asif to bind himself past repentance to
the performance of & maiden’s wish. An oath
was doubtless necesssary to obtain credence
for any promise made by Herod, but toa
Christian, or any honorable man, his oath is
not more sacred than his word.

We remember once asking an eminvent
lawyer, now a titled ornament of the bench,
whether it would not be possible to abolish
judicial oaths and attach to falsehood the
the penalties of perjury. Hisreplyin effect was
that whilst this might be done for the great
mass of God-fearing and truth-loving men, it
would fail in getting at the truth in the case
of many of those with whom courts of justice
have tc deal, defective in moral character, yet
of a superstitious cast of mind. Often he
had heard a witness ask ‘' Did you not say so
and so to certain persons, yet now ftestify to
the contrary ? and the answer was ¢ I
was'nt on my oath then.”?

The Christian’s code says *‘Let your con-
versation be ‘ yea yea: nay, nay.’??

3. The extravagant promise of Herod

suggests also tous thab men arewilling to give
more for mere personal gratification than for
worthy objects.

We have seen a circus come to the village,
and gather in the whole country side at fifty
cents a head, while the collection plate at the
missionary meeting just a week previous was
loaded down with copper coins.

‘We see illustrations of the same self-pleas-
ing disposition on every hand. Christian
liberality and heneficence is a grace for which
we should pray, for it is not pative in the
human heart. and like all other graces we
must cultivate it if we wish to grow init.

But how few really wish this. It is easier
to plume oneself on his attainments than to
lament his shortcomings. What astonishment
would seize upon a prayer meeting if some
brother would express his regret that he could
not bring himself tobe mere liveral—uot that
he could not afford it, but that he didn’s
care to give as he ought. Yet such a con-
fession in regard to lack of any other christian
grace would be deemed beautiful humility
and eminently praiseworthy.

4. At once Salome hastened to her mother
and said * What shall I ask ? I3 this not the
question that our children are putling lo usevery
day, and we are answering it.

‘¢ What is this wondrous life into whioch I
have come ? What has it for me thatis worthy
of striving after? How should I regard it ?
‘What should I long for? How turn my
ambitions, my affections, my growing energies?
And our influence inevery way isa reply.
Alas when parental influence is prostituted to
ends of wickedness and revenge. It is not so
much the cruelty of Herodias, as her horrible
outrage upon motherhocd’s sacred responsibilty
that strikes us. Yet she 15 only a representa-
tive of many, who, wlile they shudder at her
depravity, fail to discharge their own duty
towards those whom God has placed in filial
relationship to them.

5. The ‘“King’ had sworn and could not
retract. Had he been asked to do something
offensive to the company, or constructively
treasonable to Cwmsar he would have promptly
declined to be bound by any oath. But such
a trifling thing as the head of a fanatical
preacher might not be denied in thepresence of
men whodisliked and fearedJohn’sdenunciation
of bypocrisy and sin as much as Herodias did.
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His “‘ conscientious ’’ soruples would have
been laughed to scorn. They would have
reminded him that the man who is accepted
befure God is the one who sweareth to his own
hurt and changeth not (Ps. 15: 4;) and
that no one 18 released from a vow simply because
the keeping of it involves greater sacrifice than was
wtended (Lev. 19: 12 ; Num. 30:2.) When
one's word has been passed, nothing short of
physical impossibility should prevent its ful-
filment to the very letter.

But & promise thatis afterwards found to
involve the committal of sin is overruled by
the higher obligation of obedience to God. If the
promise of & minor may be disallowed by his
guardian, much more is that of a creature by
his Creator. Sucl: promises are ‘‘to be re-
pented of, not kept.” Yet the consequences
of failing to keep them should he borne as the
penalty of rashness in making them.

11l. The Martyred Prophet.

1. Thus perished the last of the prophets.
A dweller in the twilight, but herald of the
dawn. Of all the foolish things that Herod
did, this murder was the most insane. It was
as if one should smash the looking glass
because it shows the wrinkles and grey hairs.
Jokn was silenced but God still lived. Swift
retribution overtook Herod, and the agony of
remorse which embittered, according to tradi-
tion, each succeeding birthday feast. wasa
presage of the coming penalty awaiting him at
the hands of a just and holy God.

It is folly to hide our sins from conscience
by sophistical excuses; it is childishness to
get angry with those who denounce them tous.
In speaking with another regarding a personal
friend of each, a most worthy Christian man
and & prominent worker in the church, the
writer was told :—*1saw some years ago,
that there was something wrong with oar
friend, and after some inquiry I guessed at the
cause, and said to him, ‘Mr. Ihope you
will not be offended at my freedom, for I am
speaking in strictest confidence asone Christian
brother to another—have you not been drink-
ing too much privately lately ? »

He colored up and seemed very indignant at
the charge, but not very 'long afterwards he
came to me and said : ¢ My dear friend, I owe
much to your kind warning. You were right.
Idid not suspect it myself, but I was rapidly
becoming a dmnl\ard You have saved me,

end with God’ help I intend never to kzep
liquor in my house again.’”” He kept his
resolve. Both these men have been transferred
from the eldership on earth, to the company
of the elders in heaven. This is the way in
which & Christian takes reproof. John meant
to rescue even Herod, and the warning rejected
became a ‘* savor of death untodeath >’ to him.

. 2. They went andtold Jesus. What else
could they do ? It would beuseless to appeal
to Ceesar for justice, or to the people for
revenge. They went to the wisestand tender-
est of consolers and left the matter in his
hands. Iet us when in trouble imitate their
example.

It will do us good to tell somebody, and to
whom can we better go than to One who knows
all about it already. He is sure to sympathize
with us and give usall the help we need. “In
that he himself hath suffered, being tempted,
he is able to succor them that are tempted.”

ADDED POINTS.

1. Those who are unwilling to y1eld to
revival influences, depreciate the agents, or
ascribe all the results to emotional excitement.

2. Conscience is a fact not always reckoned
on by evil doers.

3. It is easy to rebuke sin when there is no
danger in doing so.

4. Murder in the heart is blood-guiltiness
before God.

5. Itis well to remember thankfully the
beginning of each new year of one’s life.

6. A man may be bold enough tostand a
sneer.

7. We cannot effectively reprovesin in the
cottage if we connive at itin the castle.

8. In reproving, tact is necessary as courage.

9. The hatetulness of revenge.

10. Distinguish between Herod’s sorrow and
truerepentance.

11. Sins are gregarious. One sinis accom-
panied and followed by many others.

12. Compare Herod, Herodias, and John,
with Abab, Jezebel, and Elijah.

THE BLACKBOARD.

ESPOTIC HEROD
EPRAVED HERODIAS
ANCING SALOME
EAD JOHN

Which is the Happiest Now ?

The
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LESSON ILLUSTRATIONS.

J. A King Rebuked.—Bishop Latimer once
displeased Henry VIII by a sermon he preach-
ed at court, and the king commanded him to
recant next Sunday. But when he rose to
preach, he prefaced his sermon thus: ‘‘ Hugh
Latimer, dost thou know to whom thou art
this day tospeak? To the high aud mighty
monarch, who can take away thy life if thon
offend. Therefore take heed how thou speak
a word that may displease.?”” But, as if recall-
ing himself, ‘“ Hugh, Hugh, dost thou know
from whence thou comest, upon what message
thou art sent, and who it is thatis present
with thee? Even the great and mighty God,
who is able to cast both body and soul into
hell forever. Therefore be sure that thou
deliver thy message faithfully.’” He then
confirmed and urged with more earnestness
the offending truths he had spoken the week
before. Instead of punishing him, the king
expressed his thankfulness that he had a reli-
gious adviser who could deal so faithfully with
him.

2. Oriental Dancers.—Dr. Selah Merrill, than
whom no one is more competent to speak on
Oriental manners, says, ‘‘The attempt to
illustrate New Testament Jewish customs by
the practicesof Mahommedans living in Pales-
tine now, may not always be satisfactory, or
just. Women are now secluded entirely, and
one could not now appear before men asa

!

dancer without inourring reproach. Bub if we
take Jewish history as a backgrouud for
Salome’s action, no rule of propriety was vio-
lated'by her dancing on this occasion. The
dancing of women in public was an ancient
custom of which many noted examples might
be given. (Ex. 15: 20; Sam. 18: 6.) It was
not done for lewdness, but to celebrate some
particular event. There was no indecent ex.
posure of the person, and fhere were no im-
proper attitudes. ’

4. An oath cvaded. Such rash and pompous
promises are very common with Eastern
potentates. EvenArabSheiksindulgein them.
They are considered irrevocable. Analogous
to this is the decree granted by Ahasueras to
Haman against the Jews. When the fulfil-
ment of the oath turns out agdinst the interest
orinclinations of the tyrant, he soon manages
to nullify it, without seeming to break his
word. Such was the case according to Arab
tradition, of the Sheik who repented of his
solemn promise to give his daughter’s hand
for a certain service. The bridal party hardly
left his tent when he sent forth his bandits to
waylay them, and bring back his daughter,
together with the groom’s head. Had the
damsel asked for something truly dear to
Herod's heart, the record of his craftiness
justifies us in thinking that he would not bave
hesitated to overthrow the plot. (Ezra Isaac.)

K2
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GOLDEN TEXT.

«Thou art the Christ, the

LESSON XIII.—March 27th, 1398
REVIEW. ;

Q
by

O

DAILY READINGS, CATECEHISM.

M, Jesus tempted, Matt, 4: 1-11,

T, Beginaing of the ministry of |  Review Questions 114,
° ~ Jesus, Matt. 4; 1725,

W. The Beatitudes, Matt, 5: 1-12,

T. How to pray, Matt, 6, 5-15, ———

Son of the living God."—Matt, | F, OQurFather's cave, Matt.t - 24-34.
S. an;ng and invitation, Matt,

16: 16, 2 20-30, ELZZSON HYDMNS.
! Jesus and the Sabbath, Matt, .
2: 1,13, vos. 2 (Ps,), 383, 514, 524,
REVIEW CHART—FIRST QUARTER.
LESSOXH. TITLE, GOLDEN TEXT. TEACHINGS,
L Matt. 8:7-17 {Jesus and John,.....veeee,o.o/This IS Y ..eoo...Jesus was divine,
II. "% 4:1-11 {Jesus Tempted.....,. veseseso|Forin that........[Jesus was human.
Beginninggf the” Ministry | -
L ¢ 411725 of JesuS...eueronnsennies.[ThePeople........[Jesus enlightens men,
IV. ¢ 5:1-12 [The Bestitudesa .cceaees ....[Yearethe ......../Jesus blesses men,
V, ¢ 6:515 |How to Praf,....cceeeeseses . [Pray to thy........|desus hears prayer,
VI. ¢ 6:24-34|Our Father’s Care..... He Careth. . .......|[Jesus teaches faith in God,
VIL. ¢ 9:917 {The Call of Matthew........|Follow me ... ....|Jesus saves sinners.
VHIL  * .30:2-15 [The Twelve sent forth.......|Freely ye have....|Jesus bids us tell others about Him.
X. ¢ 11:2030|Warning and Invitation.... {Comefunto ........|Jesus invites us to come to Him,
X. * 12;113 |Jesus and the Sabbath. ...../The 80N Of cceeu... J%uﬁf&ewx us how to keep the 8ab-
XL« 13:%@:430 }The Wheat and the Tares.|He that soweth. ...[Jesus will judge the world.
XIL 14:112 | John the Baptist Beheaded.|[Keep thy heart....|Jesus condemns drunkenness,

were call
What

Places.

Why was

hestitate to baj

Persons. Whois the writerofthis 1? What
wnsqxis employment when called to follow Jesus?
What other name did
runner? Whatsurname isgiven him? Why? What
classes of %le flocked to hearhim? What disciples

W,

hebear? Who was Christ’s fore-

en fishing? Namethe Twelve Aposties?

eof h
What prophet was behended? Abwhose request? At
whose instigation? At whose orders?

g is narsated in our lessons?

Where was John b%%ﬁzing? Where was

Jesus temapted? What sea is mad
ministry? _Where were the Beatitudes spoken? In
what city did Jesus have His usual abode? Whatcities
did Heupbraid? With whatkeathen cities did He com-

nare them? Where was John beheaded ?
Events. Wh.se coming did John predict? Where
was John when Jesus came to him? “Why did John
ptize Bim? Whatwere seen and heard

tism?

oW m
call o

e famous by His

What happened to Jesus imme-

[is baptism? How ‘ong was Hein the

Where did the
What did Jesus promise_that they should become?
What mighty works did Jesus perform? What ques-
tions did the Pharisees

were the disciples sent?  Where were they forbidden
AT R L

ace while pass! vgh the corn

golm imprisoned?

tm{l temptauons are narrated ?
f the first disciples take place?

ask at Levl’s feast? To whom

Toeachings, What wasthegreattheme of John’s

reaching? What did bis baptism mean? How did
ge compare it with that of Jesus? Why did he con-
sent to baptize Jesus? What doctrines are proved by
the occurrences at Christ’s baptism? Why was Jesug
tempted? Who tempted Him? Describe each tem
tation and point out its meaning? Repeat the Beatl-
tudes? What instructions did Christ give in
to prayer? Why cannot we serve two masters? Wh
should we not be over careful about the things of th;
life? What should be the first object of our anxiety?
Why did the Pharisees object to the eomvgmny Jesus
sometimes kept? What wasHisreply? What reason
did Christ give for His disciples not fasting? Why
were the disciples told to go only to the logt sheep of
the house ofIsrael? Why were they ﬁo unprovided
for their journey? Why were Chorazin, ete,, more
guilgv than Tyre and Sidon? Give the beautifal in-
vitation with which the ninth lesson closes? Why
did the Pharisees think that plucking the earsof
corn on the Sabbath day was wrong? How did Jesus
defend His disciples? at_exaraples did He refer
to? Whatdid He claim for Himsel{? t what
are we warned in the parableof the Tares? WasJohn
foolish to t 50 plainly to Herod? Who was the
mostgullty in re; to John’s death? Who was the
most shameless?  Who was the most cowardly? Who
tx};erg ?the most loving? Who was the most sympa-

etic
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Drimary. Department.,

HELPS FORTTEAChERS ur LITTLE FuLKs, BY MR. & MRs. GEORGE H. ARCHIBALD,
MONTREAT.

LESSON X.—March 6th, 1898.
JESUS AND THE SABBATH. Marr. 12: I-13.

I. GowrpeEN TEXT: ‘‘TheSon of Man is
Lord, even of the Sabbath day.’? Matt. 12: 8.
JI. PREVIEW THOUGHT FUR THE QUAR-
TER : Jesus Christ, God's Son, is our Saviour.
III, PREVIEW THCUGHT FOR To-DAY'S
Lesson : How to keep the Sabbath.

REVIEW :

1. What was last Sunday's Golden Text ?

2. To whom did the Saviour speak, when
He said these words?

3. Who would not come to Him ?

4. What did he promise
to give them, if they came [HNE
to Him ? .

V. Syw~oprsrs : Thisles-
son probably oczurred after
our Lord’s visit to Jeru-
salem when He healed the §
man at the Pool of Beth- §
esda. Returning on the
way back to Galilee hisdis- 1
ciples being an hungered, ¥
plucked the ears of corn
and did eat them.

The Pharisees were al-
wayson the watch for some-
thing in which to catch
the Great Teacher, seeking
some way so that they could
bring Him into disfavour
with the people with whom He was becoming
so popular, They charged Him withbreaking
the Sabbath. But He answered them. Going
into one of the synagogues e sawa man having
a withered hand. They watched Him. He
commanded the man to stand forth. Jesus
wanted them all to see what He did. *‘Stretch
fortl, thine hand,”’ and he stretched it forth
and it became whole as the other.

These two events gave the Saviour the op-
portm:_ity he desired to teach that the Sabbath
was made for the good of man, and not man
for the good of the Sabbath.

VI. SUGGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING THR
LEssoN :

Note. It will be impossible to teach the
children the philosophy of the teaching of the
Saviour as we have it in the lesson to-day.
Instead of laying duwp principles as here
given, which are too broad and tvo deep for
the child to grasp, let us teach &s nearly as we
can s0 as to enable him to sce huw to properly
use the Sabbath, which Gud gave tc man for
his good and benefit. We fear our little

verse taught in our Sunday School,
¢ I mus? not work, I must no! play,
Upon God’s holy Sabbath day,”’
gives to our children a dread of, rather than a
joy in, the Lord’s day. Only, in one sense is it
the Lord’s day. It isour day given by our
Father, for our benefit.

On the other hand we should endeavor, while
making it the brightest and best day inall
the week, to show the true use of it.

1. Which is the best day in all the week ?
Sabbath. Why? Because it is God's day.
How is it God’s day ? He made it specially
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for us to enjoy rest. Make this thought prom-
inent in the beginning.

2. How should we spend it ?

Here are three circles. The teacher should
hav e these drawn with linesof chalk § of an inch
in width and about twelve inches in diameter.
Let us namethem First:  Saturday. Second :
The Sabbath Day. Third: Monday.

3. Now what do we do on Saturday ? Yes,
our play day. Write Play. What is Men-
day? Yes, school. Now what shall we do on
the Sabbath ? Oaly go to church and Sunday
school ? No, not only that. What did Jesus
do? His disciples plucked ears of corn and
then went to church. While in church He
healed & man's withered hand.

Tell the story and teach that we should do
both works of worship, necessity and ercy.
Make this clear. As the teaching proceeds
put a picture of a boy with some toy, and a
girl with another, in the Saturday circle.
Put a picture of a school in the Monday circle,
sud draw in the Sunday circle, ever so

roughly, the corn field and the synagogue. A
few strokes or dots will do.

4. X want to tell you a story. One Satur-
day brother Jack, who was the oldest, played
with his bat and ball all day, and sister Kittie
played with her ball as well. When the
Sabbath day came instead of finding other
ways of being happy, and showing Jesus that
he wanted to please Him, he took his bat and
and went out to play again the same ason
Saturday. Here transfer picture of Jack to
Sunday circle. When sister Kittie saw her
older brother Jack doing so, she took her hoop
and played with it. They both forgot to keep
Sabbath hoiy.

5. How shall we make the Sabbath the
brightest and best day in all the week. Get |
suggestions from the children. Church, Sun-
day School, Bible Books, Bible Stories, Rible
Blocks, visiting the sick, ete., ete. Do as
Jesus would do, as he would have us do, for
the Son of Man, Jesus, is Lord, Master of the
Sabbath.

LESSON XI.—March 13th, 1898.
THE WHEAT AND THE TARES. MATT. 13: 24-30, 36-43.

I. GorLDEN TEXT: “He
that soweth the good seed Nl
is theSonof Man.’” Matt. §
13:37.

1I. PREVIEW FOR THE
QUARTER : Jesus Christ, R
God’s Son, is our Saviour. ¥

111, PREVIEW THOUGHT BB
FOR To-pDAY’s LEssoN: B
How to be good seed-
50wers,

IV. REVIEW :-

1. Where did Jesusand
His disciples go on the N
Sabbath Day ?

2. What did His disci-
plesdo? !

3. What happened in ¥
the synagogue?

4. What kind of work s it right to do on

Sabbath ?

V. SyNopsis: Our lesson forms oneof a
number of parables concerning the Kingdom

of Heaven. Sitting in a boat, by the seashore,
Jesus teaches the people the mysteriesof the

kingdom, and while the multitude are discuss-
ing by themselves the marvellous sayings, He
withdraws to & house, and is interviewed by
His disciples. To them, He makes known the
interpretation of the parable. Verses 36—43.

The lesson consists of the parable of the
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wheat nnd the tares, and the subsequent ex-
planation by the Saviour Himself.

VI. SUGGESTIVE STEPS IN TEACHING THE
LESSoN.

Note.—The lesson is one that must be clearly
understood by the teacher. We must first fix
in mind the significance and meaning of the
terms used in the construction of the parable.

Field.—World.

Good Seed.—Children of the Kingdom.

Tares.—Children of the wicked one.

Sower of the good seed.—The Son of Man.

Sower of the bad.—The Devil.

Harvest.—The end of the age.

Reapers.—Angels.

. There is much discussion as to the true
interpretation of the parable, but for the pur-
poses of Primary tenchers, we need not enter
into it,

A beautiful lesson can be taught from the
central thought. Keep in mind the influence
of the christian’s life upon others. This is the
teaching of the parable. We are the good seed,
the children of the kingdom, and the Saviour
sends us out into the world to bear fruit for
Him.

1. Boys and girls I want to tell you four
stories.

Story No. 1.

Once upon a time, the fable says, there wasa
girl who, as she went about through the town
in which she lived; used to scatter flowers
along the way. Each one of them would take
root, and form & border to the path she trod.

Al the people could tell wherever she went,
for beautiful flowers, spreading fragrance in

- the air, were to be found all along the way.

Story No. 2. ’
Tell the story of the. parable. Write on
board ‘‘there are two kinds of sowers.”” Who

“are they ? There are two kinds of seed.. What
kinds are they? As this is told draw on the
blackboard a picture of the field. This can be
done by & stroke or two, of the flat side of the
green chalk.

Then using two colors of chalk, show the
wheat coming up, and then afterwards the
tares. By using the board, and then colored
chalk, the story may be made very graphic,
and the attention of thechildren easily held.

Story No. 3.

Tell a story of the influence of one child
upon another. Something that has come under
your own observation. The thought is illus-
trated, by the miller coming out of the mili,
all covered ywith whice flour. As he goes
through the crowd, he leaves his mark upon
every one he touches.

Story No. 4.

Tell of the life of Jesus, whose life was per-
fect, and beautiful. How He lived for others,
and made their lives happier and holier.

He would have us like Himself, and send us
out into the world like good seed, to make the
world better.

2. Now with these illustrations before the
class, use them again and again, to teach the
lesson of the parable.

Make four seeds out of pieces of paper. Cut
them out the shape of & heart, but have them
rolled up into the shape of a ball like a seed,
before the children see them. Say, ‘‘hereisa
boy, here is a girl. Each is a seed. Some are
the children of Jesus, and some are the child-
ren of the devil. "Which are we? Good seed
or bad?" How can we tell? Let us plant
them.”” Pin them- to the board, as suggested in
the cut. Let us watch them grow. . Now draw
a shoot, and then a flower, or fruit, and call it
love. Another and call it kate. Now we
see that the fruit is like the seed. 1If itisgood
seed, wheat, the fruit will be good, but if it is
bad, the fruit will be bad. TUnfold the paper
until it shoivs the heart, and show that out of
the heart the actions come. .

3. Close with the thought, that we must
allow Jesus to make our hearts right, so that
we will hear good fruit, and make the world
better and not worse because we live in it.
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LESSON XII.—March zoth, 1898.

JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED.-

I. GoLpEN TExT: ‘‘Keep thy heart
with all diligence, for out of it are the issues

of life.”” Prov. 4: 23,
II. PREVIEW THOUGHT FOR THE QUAR-
ter: Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is our Saviour.

III. PREVIEW THOUGHT FOR To-DAY’S
LessoN ¢ How to be Self-controlled.

IV. REVIEW:

1. 'What kind of seed did the man sow ?
2. What kind did the enemy sow ?

3. Who are the good seed ?

4, 'Who are the bad seed ?

V. SywNopsis: Herod the Tetrarch had
John the Baptist imprisoned because of his
boldness in confronting him with the sin of
living with his brother Philip’s wife. The
Baptist was kept in the dungeon at the palace
and prison at Machaceus, Eastof the Dead Sea.
Here it was that the feast recorded in our les-
son was given. The daughter of Herodias
danced before the company
and so pleased the liing and
those who sat with him
that in an impulsive mo-
ment he promised her any-
thing she would ask, limit-
ing her request only to
one half of the kingdom.
The wicked Herodias §
quickly scized wupon the Ji
opportunity of revenging
herself upon the brave
John and he was taken
from his prison and be-
headed. John’s disciples .
came and took up the body
and buried it, and went and
told Jesus.

VI. NOTES ON THE LES- -
SON TEACHING.—Few les-
sons are found more helpful than those where
two characters can be held up before the class
and conclusions drawn, and lessons deduced
from their lives. Such is the lesson we have
to-day. Herod and John aore the two chief
characters and their characteristics will make
& good study, which study will be admirably
suited to the Golden Text.

VII. SUGGESTIVE STEPS.

1. Who was John the Baptlst? By ques-

. “SELFISH -

MATT. 14: 1-I2,

tioning bring it out from the class, (Question
it in and question it out again. )

(a) Son of Zacharias.

(b) Forerunner of Christ. (Explain this)

(¢) 'Was six months older than Jesus.

(@) Lived in the desert and was clothed in
camel’s hair and preached to the people and
baptized many.

(¢) Pointed to Jesus and said * Behold the
Lamb of God.”

(f) Baptized Jesus. ; :

(9) Was put in prison by wicked Herod.

(%) Was put to death by wicked Herod,

2. What kind of & man was he ?

(¢) Humble.

(b) Obedient.

(¢) Self-controlled.

() In eating and drinking.

(5) Boldly speaking the truth, though he
was put in prison.

" DISOBEDIENT. .

Dwell specially on self-control. It is not
more parental control we need those days, itis
self-control, on the part of the children. One
ounce of seiu-control is worth more than a
pound of parental control. Hereis the teacher’s
chance. John was aself-controlled man. Here
give one or two illustrations of self-control.

() A boy who controls his temper.

(3) Daniel who would not take the king’s
wine, eto., eto.
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3. What kind of a man was Herod ?

Bring out the opposites of the virtues as
found in John. If more convenient doso as the
lesson proceeds. Humble John. Proud Herod,
eto., eto.

4. Now turn to the Golden Text, and press
home the truth. Fiist, of course, explain that
the heart means the will, the life, and out of
t'.c hear! or the will come the thoughts thag
guide our lives.

For PRIMARY REVIEW

John the Baptist kept his heart.

Herod the king did not keep his heart.
One was self-controlled.

One was not.

‘Whicham I like? Point out in some child.
ish ways, suitable to your class, some ways of
watching. How many will watch their hearts
this week ?

.

. SEE PAGE 58, IN THE TEACHER’S MONTHLY,
FOR FEBRUARY.
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