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HEROIC RESCUE

o—

ST. ANNE, HELP OF THE SHIPWREGKED

—

‘We publish in full, says a Quebec contemporary, the
relation of capt. T. Mercier, of the schooner Marie
Aurélie, of Berthier, who agsisted by his mato, N.
Carbonnean, succeeded in resouing a shipwreeked sailor
in the following circumstances.
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| Capt. Mercior is about thirty years old.
g+ Wo wero sailing up the river St. Lawrence, sinco
3B onday morning,said the captain,®ning on an average
bigght koots on hour. Ouar deck was being continually
Blrashed by the waves, and the schooner groaned under
Bk hoir sheeh, but T knew she was solid and T felt no
fenr, On nearing the dangerous passage of St. Roch,
[lve saw some cord-wood iloating about, with broken
spars and other fragments indicating a wreck. Our
B supposition was goon confirmed, fur towards four in
the afterncun, we saw a black mass floating level
with the water, abont a mile away from us, On
Bl coming olose, we ascertained that it was tho hull of'u
vesss, A man standing on the keol was making
desperate signs.

It was not an easy matter to save him. At the first
moment, the undertaking seemed impossible ; yet we
fwere determined to try. After having brought the
schooner to, and furled the sails, we left the rudder in
¥ 1he hands of a lad fourteen yesars old and tried to put
Moot our small buat., Our first attempt was made to
the windward, but the boat immediately fllled and we
B had to hoist it on deek. We finally succeeded in
b making it float to leenward, but when we had finished
this operation, which had taken half an hoar, the
§ mon had disappeared from the wreck. We never-
theless embarked. I rowed and Carbonneau emptied
the boat which at every moment threatened to sink

Oa reaching the wrecked vessel, a sad sight met our
§ gazo. A dead man was tied to the keel, another was
[ kolding on desperately to une of the heams, now rising
on the crest of a wave and crying for help with &
¥ fecble voice, nuw entirely disappearing under water.
§ We approached carefully, and finally succeeded in
§ seiziug him, but he had completely lost his mind, and
¥ was clinging to the vessel, withoat perceiving that we
¥ had come to his aid. We had to unite our strength
t to tear him from it, and even in the boat he continued
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to ety and to groan, thinking that he was still at
wmorcy of the waves, We had to move away i

diately without teking the dead body of the of ¢
vietim, for not only was it impossible to appry -
any nearer, but moreover, our xchooner was rap{
leaving us, being already more than a mile off. §-
rowed vigorously to reach hor. Our brave yo
helmsman had not abandoned his post ; he left it 0}
for a moment to throw us a rope. Tho shipwred
man, whose mind still wandered, was laid in the ca
where after having boen frictioned and after hag
drunk some coffee, he soon foll into a restless sleep,

We reached Berthier without any turther accid
Verreault, the shipwrecked man, was brought to
house, where he was soon able to relate his advent!

Ho had left Quebec the Thursday before on Ij

bateau < St. Mary-Ann,” loaded with cord-wood. R
master was C. Rhéaume ; it was his body that wolf =
seen tied to tho wreck. These bateaur have no dg.»
and moreonver this one was too heavily laden, sotk
when the sea ran high, it gradually filied.

It was in vain that they threw wood overboard,
vessel finished by leing swamped, and tho sai
were forced to climb up into the mast. Whenall
wood had been carried away Ly the sea, the bat:
whoso sails had not been taken in—a precaug
which would have saved it—was thrown on its g
[t was then about 4 o’clock on Saturday morning.j

The master whose strength was oxhausted, %
attached to the hull Ly his companion and dled)j. |
Sunday morning. Verreault held on for twenty i
hours, and he was going to perish in his turn, wheni -
was 80 heroically rescued by the captain and mate .
the Marie Aurélie. Verreault relates, that whiled .
was on the wreck, he saw a schooner pass by, B
instead of stopping, one of the crew tried (o thr
him a rope. A large steamer also passed. Seeinghf .
gicnals of distress, the steamer slackened Ler sped
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mont. IHeo saw on thé dech a group of a dozen
ons curiously examining the wreck. But the
amer finally continued its courso without trying
avo him.

aptain Mercier, whose conduct is heyond all praise,
ved in Quebecon Thursday morning with Verreault,
'm ho sent to his homo in Chiteau Richer, afpr
ing provided him with clothes and some money.
~Captain Moercier do_clares that whon he set out on
;] porilous adventuce, Ly begged the protection of
goad St. Anne tv whom hLe attiibutes the success
13 rescuo.

HYMN TO ST. ANNE.
(Translated from the French.)

—

lest Seraphim, in Love's refulgent splondor,
i nite your straing divine with our glad lays,
!And aid us in this ballowed fane to render

2T its swoet patroness fit meed of praise.

ngels of Heaven | sweep from your golden lyros,
IHer glorios, sing of Jesse’s royal stem,

{Like lilies nursed in God’s own sunshine fires

\gf her pure name, her heart a flawless gem.

DPoor helpless children, let us seek our Mother,
Tor in her arms alone, are joy and rest,

j‘Yes, she will hear our pleading as none other,
‘And fold us to her warm, maternal breast.

#0 r00d St. Anne! in these bright, festive hours,
f'%‘,Behold thy children kneeling at thy shrine,
<Protect our country’s youth from Satan’s powers,

And bear them in thy arms to Truth divine,

st e vt
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Help of the wrotched! Listen to our pleading,
Aid hapless man upon life’s thorny way,

O hear our prayers, and for us intercoding,
Preserve Canadian liberty for aye. .
[smot
When fierco winds howl, when storms no lopy
Their wrath, and tempests strew with wrecks the &
"Then, in thy love, O bost and tenderest Mother,
Shield the frail skiffs whose pilots look to thee,

O pilgrims ranged bencath the banner holy

Of good St. Anne, renew your prayers to-day,
Ay, come and taste the blissful peaca Lknown sol
To thore who share her Home in Heaven fura

SisTER ANNA RAPHAEL,
College of Notre-Damo, San José, Cal.

@ e () O e e

THE WORSHLP ANDPATRONAGE OF ST. ANN;

THE DEVOTION TO 5T. ANNE I8 A TRULY CATHULIC o
IIOMAU'E FAID TO HER By THE EASTERN CHURCH, | s
(Continued) k&
It would be un ousy task to treat more abundaf” .
of the cunsequences of St. Anne’s maternity. Fullowig
on the fuutsteps of her panegyrists, we might &
select from the Old Testament the symbols und
which she is 1epresented, or explain the figu.
prophesying her g.oatness. But the incomparl
virtues that her high dignity supposes are all
more difficult to describe. Our sketch would therefr,
be too imperfect. It is better to leave the pious L
feed on the contvmplation of sucl virtues and t&®%«

-



d4,5ir sweotness in tho silenco uf meditation. Let us
orefure appeal fu more persuasive arguments, to the
qamplos of our fathers in the Faith. We love to
ink that the remembrance of their piety and the
“onuments of their confidence will not fail to excite
3r emulation, and to draw us irresistibly to the feot
4St. Anne and St. Joachim.

1Bat at v Lat time did the faithful begin to render such
us homage to them ? A cummendable acthor an-
s the question as follows. ¢ Ay we cannot find in
o history of the Church, nor in the tiadition of the
y Futhors, at what precise time they began to be
ored as Suints, wo must believe that it has always
130 in the Churchy, according to the general rule
urding tradition : that when wo find the Church in
gsosxivn uf some article uf belief or some religious
g nctice, should any one undertake to oppose it, he is
sund to slow us when the Church .bogan such beliof
practice. Thus, we have every reason tu velieve
2kat Saint Juachim and Saint Anne have always been
nored a8 two great Saints, although perhaps not
ways with public and maJestic pomp, ay since Pope
sesory XIII commanded the celebration throughout
Church of the feast of St. Anpe, and since, later
Gregory XV did the sameo for the feast of Saint
sachim.” -
%’ew tion towards St. Anne and St. Jeachim is,

fogefine, as ancient as Christianity itself, it must
haye ~pruog forth in Palestine, in the valleys and on
4 hill: where they dwell. The countiy-places
qtifiel by their Leavenly life, the house all fragrant
23] their patriarchal virtues, were naturally designat-
# o the piety of the carly faithful by traditions still
n: af the time. Inconsolable of Mary's departnre
faithful hastened to the places where she had
int her childhood and that had witnessed all
#4 phascs of her life, and everything that either
ely or remotely reminded them of Mary, of Anne
of Joachim, hecame to them as something sacred.

|
|
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Monuments attest this worship of the primitj
faithful, the oldest traditions ot the Holy Lat®
meontion cLurches and oratorics erected in J crusule{i
in thoir honor. A trustworthy author thus speahsg
two monuments of this kind . *The charch dedicat
to St. Anne, mother of the most holy Mother of Gol
is boautiful and vast, under it thero is a chapel wherlZ
sccording to tradition, the Bleered Virgin Mary w
conceived. The faithful visit it with great devotio%
and tender piety.” :

According to Mgr. Mislin, to this chiuich, of whig
gome impusing ruins still temain, hud been, undor
Christian kings, joined a monastery of nuns, later
after the loas of Jerusalem, the Fathers of the I
Land obtained every yeat, by paying for it, permisy

‘to colebrate mass therein on the 26th of Ju{; . Itis
the site of the house of St. Aune and St. Joachim, a2
it was there that, according to iradition, they d
Their tomb, ou w Lich the early Christians built anothE
sanctuary, was u little further on,in the vulley
Josaphat.

Another pilgrim speakhs as follows of these piiilg
places. ‘*Blessed Louse, consecrated so long by
dwelling and the last hoursof St. Anne and St. Joacki
Happy the dwelling-place in which the Virgin md:
her retreat when she cume to Jerusalem to wesintés

othe solemn festivities, and when Josus, her Sun, w
sentencod to death. This house =till brings huppin
to those who visit it, as St. Bridget leurned fi
heaven during her stay in the city of Jerusalen.”

“ I will not explain the perpetual miracle of
homse fatal tv Tuarkish women, who, according tv
old tradition, founded on experience, soon found 4
the camse of their death, if they dared to profanel
their presence adwelling so divine. It is for that ress
that the santons or Tarkish monhs, whose musqu
one of the apartments, dare not intioduce thei: wi
within its walls.”
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“ It was forinerly the privilege of religious women,
ouses of Jesus Chriss, of the order of St. Benedict, to
onsecrate themselves to God in this cloister, the
jhole of which may still bs seen, with tho garden and
gho cells, which I might call, in the words of a quaint
d author, tne cells of the fragrance of prayer, where
hey hreathed the swoet air of the devotion that the
»¥irgin had diffused in this sanctuary...... These true
slaughters of Jerusalem never abunduned the austere
ife of their state, and no prosperity nor even adversity
used any falling away in that saintly fumily, wherein
agtity and the fervor of divine love were happily
ited, and nobleness sl »ne out in their deeds with an
nesty quite religious.”
The worship of St. Anne was no less celobrated in
e different countries of the East, and it passed into
the different rites. Every year, tho Greeks celobrate
r feast three timos, as we may ascertain by looking
er the 7ypicon of St. Salas. On the 9th of September,
°y commemarate her birth ; on the 9th of December,
ey celebrate the unrivailed glory of Laving conceived
ry Immaculato; finally, on the 25th of J uly, they
emnizgher happy death, whick they call Ler sleep.
® same St. Sabas addresses tho following prayer to
o parents of Our Lady :

4 “ O Joachim beautified by the divine broath! Anne
shining with the borrowed splendor of the divinity |
are the two candlesticks whence sprung forth the
changing lamp around which never the slightest
adow may be seen. The grace of God itself, that is
#ay. Ilis Mother, has superabundaatly enriched you.
0 her prayers join your prayers, so that the Liord
12y grant to onr souls tho enjoyment of His infinite
orcies,”

These feasts were celebrated with great pomp to
ich the emperors of the East contribated by building
enificent churches. Among others, were admired,
$ Conatantinople, the two basilicas due to the munifi.
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cence of the two Jastinians. The imperial city did not
enjoy alune the privilege of possessing fine church

in honor of St. Aune, others existed even in the mosf .
remote corners of the empire: for instance, that uu%, 4
which was in Chersvnesus. For if, in that wild and- !
distant country, in that .country so little thought of -
that disgraced crimiuals were sent thither in exil i

there was tu be found a magnificent temple dedicatet: .
to our Saint, what may we infer of the other celebmtedﬁgs,:
places and populous cities of these vast regions ? Wi~
have, besides, the following proofof the above assertion}.
taken from the narrative of a contemporary writer
“ St. Stephon the Younger going away directed hi
footsteps towards the sea, and embarking, reache\§
Chersonesus, where he was to spend the time of hL!
exile, There, abandoned by all his companions, as k¢ "
was wandering along those desolate shores, he foun{ <}
himself, not far from the sea, in presence of a cliff of}
formidable appearance. Ile examined, 0 as to findg
place of refuge, among these precipices which comma
the waves at their feet. Guided by a divine hand,
reached & most ag-eeable habitation, hollowed out
the shape of a cavern, in the southern pjrt of t
abyss. It was called Cissuda. In the centre of

enclusure there arose a magnificent temple dedicateys
to St. Anne, the grand-mother of Christ. Then ¢
holy man, overwhelmed with joy, fixed his dwelli%_?

-

s ek

in this retreat which God seemed to have prepared
him and fed on the herbs which he found in %
neighborhood.” 1
As we may see, the worship of St. Anne shed g3
first a brilliant light throughout all the Hast, duwi
the best ages of the Greek church. It is from th
that all the most beautiful pages written in her hon
have come to us, the most tender hymms, the me
affectionate prayers. It is thence that our swe
mother began to pour down upon her faithful clie
that river of graces which since has unceasing
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1owed throughout the ages, without dryingup. Unfor-
tunately, the East was ungrateful ; its degeucrate
~"ations saltered by superstitions and vain observances
. the worship of which they were the first to enjoy the
; privilege; later, the iconoclasts broke the statues and
“lore the pictures of our Saint and those of the other
- Blessed , finally, schism and Leresy obliged St. Anne
8t". {o turn elsewhere her maternal eyes and to spread her

- Jlessings on other countrios. She found unto herself
wore faithfal children in the West.

* (From the French of F. Mermillod, S.-J.)

(To be continued)

000

THE DEATH OF FATHER DAMIEN.

The “ apostle of the lepers ”, has gone to Lis reward,
o the glorious crown of his prolonged martyrdom. Is
t not consoling to find such nchle examples of Chris-
ian heroism in this agnostic and wordly nineteenth
entury of ours ? Liet our hearts be inflamed with the
ove of God and neighbor by the contagion of such
xquisite charity, let our Faith be increased in the
oliness of that Church which alone can produce such
niracles of self-sacrifice:

“It would be difficult, says a contemporary, in all
he annal” of human suffering and human heroism to
nd a more glorious example of a great sorrow
willingly chosen and willingly borne. For the winning
fsouls and the greater glory of God, Father Damien
;ccepted this long martyrdom of years and carried
is cross cheerfully till the end. For the sake of an
utcast and dying people he gave up everything that
en cave for. The renouncement was complete : health
ud friends and life. If ever there was an emptying out
fself, if ever there was a case of perfect detachment
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from all the joys of this world, and rest, as it wero,
from oven the thougli of happiness, it was this one of
Father Damien. For cleven years he lived as the one
clean man among & dying crowd of leigeru. Then the
difference which had separated him from his peopls
digappeared, and they knew that the sacrifice was
comp{)ete, and that Le was vne of themselves. For four
years more he laboured and suffered, the dreadfal
dirense creeping uver him fiom limb to limb, and then
in mercy the Angel of Death came. _

It was a strangely beautiful spot, this cornor of the
island of Molokai (1), which the diseases and vices of
men had turned into a lhell upon ecarth, sume fiftcen
yoars ago. The noith end of the island juts out
into the southern sea—a grassy plain of syme »ix
thousand acres, and cut off from the 1ot of the island
by a precipitous wall of roch »tretching sheer away
for three.t{)lousand foet.
~ This natural barrier which as cffectually as the sea
provent§ the lepers from over leaving their prison-
home, is covered over with a wonderful garmnent of
green, ‘“a cataract of creepess broken with the foam
of flowers.” Here, hemmed in betweon the ocean and
the mountain-wall, was confined a commuuity of fithy,
quarrelling, diinking, and dying lepers,

With this idea of the physical horror of leprosy
kept in mind, remember {Lat whon Father Damien
landed tbere was no doctor, por any official, nor even
any clean, healthy Lhuman being in the settlement, The
lepers were supplicd with fuod and clothivg periodic-
ally by the government, Lut the whole muvagement
of the sottlement rested with the lepers theraselv.s,
In that area of 6,000 acre-, there are always about 800
lopers, They dic at the rate of 150 a year, and the
average duration of lifc i~ four years. The pupulation,
however, is constantly being replenished by new
cargoes of lepers brought in from the neighbouring

(f) One of the Sandwich Islands.
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islands. At that time, says Father Damien himself,
the settlement was “ a living graveyard.,” In their
misorable gross huts they lived pell-mell, without
distinction of age or sex, old or new cases, all more or
less strangers to one another. They passed their
time in p'aying cards, dancing, drinking fermented
Ji-rout beer, home-made alcohol, and with the sequels
to all this.” The sequels were lawlessness, vico,
nameless debanchery. And it was this land of disease
and sin, where thers was no labour, no government
and no religion, that Father Damien chose for tho
worlk of his life. i

That miracle of charity made every thing easy._
The very fact that a man was found to come and live
there voluntarily for their sakes was in itself enough
to touch the heart of even the most reckless and
abandoned. Every where his presence brought sweet-
ness, and order, and religion, and to-day tne outward
agpect of the settlement is one of a strange content-
nent.

But fur Father Damien before he died there wus
another consolation than the churches aud schools and
cottages he saw atou 1d him. Theso were the outwurd
symbols of the changed lives of his people, but he also
had assurance that his work should not cease, but gu
on always after his death. There are now seven
devoted men and women who bave cut secrated them-
selves tu this drveadful exile, Father Couradi, Fathe:
Wendolen, two Brotbers and three Francisean sistere.
Priests, brothers and nuns, they have offer ed themselves
to do Father Damien’s work until they die Father
Damien’s death. But who shall vet litfts to Father
Damien's work ? In Molokai his whole life was ore -
long prayer for the dying; but his example is now
working freshly and afar, and in lauds he never visited.
His charity is imposing » new sense of charity upon
others, and his namo may live as a virifying and
purifying memory when most of his contemporaries
have been forgotten. -

’

e
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" A SHIPWRECKED SAILOR SAVED BY
INVOKING ST ANNE

Undor the above title we communicate to our
yeaders the personal parrative of the miraculou
escapo from death of the mariner whose rescue we
publish in this number under the heading. Hevoie
reacue.” The narrative was gathered from the lips of
the shipwrecked man by one of the Redemptorist
Tathers of St Anne de Boaupré.

On Saturday, June 1, two marinors of Chfteay
Richer, Messre Rhéaume ot Joseph“Verreault wer
sailing up the river in a bateaw laden with fire-wood
A favious storm was raging on the St Lawrence
Verreault relates a8 follows what happened to them

« Ve were crossing the passage of St Roch. des
Aunlnaies, between 6 and 6 o'clock in the evening,
extremely fatigued by our long resistance against the
bad teather. A wWave more violent than usual
upraised our vessel, capsized it, and threw the carg
into the river. The swamped boat was floating on it
bean-ends, we hung on to the shrouls to keep onrgelve:
out of water until help should come to us. The wind
howled and waves roared round us. From time t
time, the waves would rush over us-and freeze ou
limbs. Night was fulling ; what was to become of us!

1 prayed to good St Anne. 1 promisel masses an
a pilgrimage-never losing confidence in her protectio
My companion whose strength was exhausted, w
losing courage. 1 tied him to & mast to place him i
greater safetf. Tho pight was dark and dreadf
how long it seemed to me | At about 3 o'clock in th
morning, I perceived that Rhéaume's head was ben
over his breast. I tried to raise it up, but Isaw thath
was desl. Broken-hearted, 1 appealed to St, Ann
with greater fervor than before; the bad weather sti
continued, several vessels gailed not far from m
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daring the Sunday, but they probably thought it
impossible to help me.

owards 5 o’clock in the afternoon, I felt as if all
my strength was leaving me. I thought I had only a
foww moments more to live, when I saw that aschooner
was sailing towards me as if to bear me assistance. I
was seized with such a sudden feeling of joy, that I
lost my hold and fell into the river. I began 1o swim,
shouting at the same time. At least, I was told so, for
1 don’t remember how I acted at the time. Soon two
men frora the schooner arrived and placed me in their
boat. They were navigators from Berthier to whom I
owe an eternal debt of gratitude.

Good Saint Anne had heard my prayer, I was saved
after 24 hours of a dreadful struggle against the
tempest and against death. St. Anne, help and
sailors in peril and of the shipwrecked be for ever
praised !
, ————000

COMPLAINT OF THE INGRATITUDE OF THE WORLD,

— -

WRITTEN UNDER A PICTURE OF THE HOLY FACE
(Translated from the German)

1 am Beautiful.... But few love Me

I am Noble....... But few adhere to Me

I am Rich......... But fow crave my riches

I am Omnipotent Bat few call on Me for help

I am Sapreme.... But few profit by my instructions

[ am Eternal...... Why is the Temporal preferred ?

] am the Way.... How few walk in' my path

I am the Truth... Bat few believe in Me

I am the Life.... How few desire Me o
am the Light... By which few wish to be enlightened
I am Merciful .... But few trust in Me !

am the Judge of all the world

Soon and how severely must F:the ungratefal world .

I : eondexgn i -
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SHRINES DEDICATED TO ST. ANNE.

I. 8T, THOMAS DE MONTMAGNY.

©

We have often had occasion to speak to our reader
of the seve.al manifestations of devotion during ow .
days towards the good Saint Anne. For them as for
oursolves the shr 3 preferred to all others, becaug
1t is tha privileged one among all others, is that ¢
St. Apne of Beaupré. It was so with the children ¢
Israel. In different parts they possessed places devo 3;
to prayer, but the temple of Jerusalem claimed theil.”
predilection, because the Lord manifested there mo
strikingly the effects of His goudness. Likewise
several localities the Church authorities granted
favor of having St. Anne as titular Saint of the parish}
in others, altars were erected in honor and under tv?jj
pameof the saiwe Saint. Sometimes they were fortunaL-i;;,f
enough to obtain a small portion uf her precious relie
It was then ihab such privileged shrines became
resort for pilgrims, for those especially who lived
far from St. Anne de Beaupré. = Of this number wgs
the church of St. Thomas, in the ecounty of Montmagn

The traveller sailing down the majestic St. Lawren
beholds on the south shore, about 12 leagues belo
Quebec, a beautiful large church, whose lofty spi
soars above a handsome little town of about 3000 so
Tt is St. Thomas, whose inhabitants, together wi
those of the sur1oanding couutry, form a sing'c parig.
Even were there no authentic documents revealing [
us the place of origin of this industrious populatief.”
the name of Basse Bretayne, or Lower Brittany, givg. *
to one of the finest cuncessions of the parish, UF
adventarous tastcs of their ancestors for fishing,
the shores of the far-off Atiantic,—a pursuit whi
still oceu yies their descendants to the present day—a
above all, their devotion to and their confidence
St. Anne, whose worship is so dear to the heart

. ¥
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avery Breton, evidently prove that this people, whose
*. faith is so lively and so strong, comes originally from
Brittany.
Ever since the last cenimy, the parish-archives, as
woll as tradition, inform us that the feast of St. Anne
was here solemnvized with particular pomp. The
lsolemnity lasted throughout {he whole votave, during
“gwhich public offices, with high mass and sermons,
~qwere_held every day. It was a vegular season of
. gi]grimage. There were instructions and confessions

7 oY g sy
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6 - ffor the parishioners of St. Thomas, and for those of the
it “heighboring parishes who came in crowds to the
2*Rhrine of the Saint. These religious exercises tuok the
ilace of a retreat, during which the faithful came to
= agk for bodily relief together with the cure of their

,«“'}aouls. Their piety was still further stimulated by the
1% L{avor-—a 1are one at thai time in our country—of
L% plenary indplgence, which might be gained every

~flay of the octave, by virtue of an Indult granted in
787.

A rpecial motive of devotion towards St. Anne, was
dded to theothers, for the parishioners of St. Thomas.
ivery spring, th® majority ef the young men, and
ven many married men, embarked on frail crafts or
n schooners, to sail to Pércé or to different other
: ?ﬁhivg-places on the Gaspé coast, on the shores of the

‘Deean.  They had a distance of about 200 leagues to
-jravel, partly on-theé St.eLawrence, partly om the
# dtlantic ocean, expoeed to the greatest dangers.
Before their departure, they went to involis St
Anne, and they then set gail with confidence, guided.
sy the Star of the sea, and St. Anne protectress of
jhe traveller. How could they fear the tempest
hen they were under the guardianship of Mary and

Towards the date of the feast of St. Anne, the
oment came when 8 certain number of the fisher-
. fen were 1o return home ; the summer-fishing
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was about to ond. Humble su;;plicants, children:s Th
wives, fathers and mothers, from the shrine of § gt,he
Anne, sont up their prayers to Heaven to obtain fo; lihe
those dear relations a return free from sad accidenty pre

These pious customs have nearly all been kept u Jofk
to the prosent day. Iowever, since a certain numbe.
of years,means of commanication having grown easier. jthe
the flow of pilgrims Las couverged towards the shrinc  an¢
of St. Anne do Beaupré. But confidence in the gres. the
wonder-working Saint has not grown less. She i °
venerated, shoe is invoked, and favors are obtaine
{hrough her as of yore, and the parishioners o
St T%om&s continue to celebrate her feast and it -
cotave with fervent piety. 1

It may be asked if the good St. Anne has showe's
herself gracious towards Ler clients in the different!
shrines wherein her name was invoked, or whether,
she reserved hLer favors for those who repaired to he:?
privileged shrine. Alas!’ fifty years hence, it wil

rhaps be asked if it is not during these latter time:
alone that St. Aune has shown her credit with God by T

the numberless graces she has obtained for those wh;: 40
craved her assistance,» The «x vofos which lined th: jvhi
walls ¢f the old shrine of Bedapré at the end of the lac. i)m"
centory and duripy the first vears of the present, ari' I'™
which spole to eloguently of the benefits of the Lox thit
acd of His faithfal handmaiden, have disappeared £ %1

rireup in smoke to Heavgn, Fhe generation the [
witnessed sach marvels Las related what it has sex - T
to the generations of whem some scions still sarv'we: -~ podl
bat L4y years hence, all these echoes will te Tost & ovils
b Sor distance. As nothin = as Lept In writipg, ¥1:5 V8
keows bat that all the precions graces oblaiped -z O F
the beginmping of car mey w.ll not pass f5r piez | 0OV
Laozdsdestinad tuentert lnthefervor of simple sodii Ahe.

Yes, indeed, St. Anne has shown herself good = Pl
helpfal every where. We wan! poother procf cf 2 8 L
fhon e coastancy nith which ele has been invoiel - At
- t

i

|
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{The faith and the fervor of a people do not maintain

themselves for centuries, when no fact comes to Justify
{them. That is the reason why we do not hesifate to -
iproclaim that St. Anne has manifested the consoling
‘offects of her motherly protection at St. Thomas and

« ‘elsewhere, although confessing at the same time that
“heshrine of Beaupré has witnessed the most namerous

and signal benefits. What the pen has not consigred in

fthe annals which time destroys, gratitade has written

in the hearts of men in indelible characters.

A N
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THE RELICS OF SAINT ANNE.

Bt erit sepulcrum ¢jus
gloriosum. .
There is, in a remote corner of Provence, a pilgrim-.
age which Christian gonerations have loved, a shrine
which has seen its walls grown too narrow for the
%rowds of high and mighty personages who filied its
brecinets, for the numberloss maltitudes that hasten
thither from all parts, ard for which the hour of
reswrrection seems to have sounded. The place I
mean is St. Anne of Apt. N .

{ This name, henceforth, is not an unknown one, Its .

ancient pilgrimage, which had alco suffered from the

avils of the times, or the indiffervace of souls, regained

gvery d>v, in: the religious world, a rank which is due

o it. For several years past especially, a serious

movement has begun with ‘the object of restoring to

- -the old Provengal pilgrimage something of its former
iplendor., . .

¢ % The city of Apt is proud to possess the relics of St.

" Anne, mother of the Blessed Virgin. According to




. an ancient and venerable tradition, which has been
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handed down from age to age until our own time,
these holy relics, brought from Jerusalem into Pro.
vence, were entrusted by St. Lazarus, bishop of Mar-
geilles, to St. Auspicius, first bishop of Apt, disciple
of Pope St. Clement. To withdraw them from ihe.
fury of tho Lombards, towards 374, these precious
relics were concealed in a subterranan crypt of the
cathedral until the eighth century, when it pleased
Providence to miraculously reveal them.

It is related that Charlemagne, having gone to Apt

during Easter-time in 792, after great victories gained |

over the Saracens in Provence, asked his chapla‘n,
Archbishop Turpin, to cousecrate golemnly the
cathedral of the city which had been profaned by the.
infidels, During the cevemony, the subterranean place
in wrhich the relics of St. Anne reposed is miraculously 9
revealed to a youth fourteen years old, named John,
son of Baron de Caseneuve, who recovered the useof
his sight and hearing of whichahe was deprived,
manifesting the spot where the sficred deposit was
hidden. It was found in . coffer of cypress-wool .
wrapped in a rich winding-sheet on which tho following '
words were inscribed: Hic est ccvpus Beatw Anne,
matris Virginis Marie; « Herein rests the body of )
Saint Anne, mother of the Virgin Mary.” A

Charlemagne had the exact relation of the prodigy
drawn up and sent it to Pope Adrian I, who, in his
answer to the monarch, recommended to preserve the
holy relics with due veneration. ) ,

A like event conld not pass by unperceived. The
-marvellous discovery of the relics of St Anne’ was the
beginning of a series of wonders, which, even to our.
own day, has never been interrupted.

_ The church of Apl received numerous pilgrimé

. flockingin from all parts, and?dslegations from citie:

3

affiictedgby plagues that broke out at different periods
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Persons the most eminent for their influence and
their high dignity have come to lay at the foet of
St Anne the homage of their devotion and of their
profound respect.

Pope Urban II, in 1096, when he came to preach
the crusade in France ; Urban V, en 1365 ; queen
Jane, countess of Provence, and her royal hushand ;
James of Aragon, from 137} w0 1376 ; King Ren§,
in 1470, have made the pilgrimage of St Anne of Apt.
Francis T, King of France, come to prove his devotion
in 1527 ; countess of Tende, in 1553 ; cardinal di

;. Conti, bishop of Aucona, on the 18th of December,

1604.
In 1617, the marquis of Malostata presented to

! St Annea i).eautif‘ul reliquary in silver to encluse her
4 precious rolics.

In 1653, Marshal de Vitry presented a gold lamp

of five ;I)funds in weight and of the richest workman-

e went a second time to Apt, on the 15th of

April, 1635. The following day the duke d'Angou-
I3me visited the shrine.

In 1645, the consta’le de Lesdiguidres and the -

vice-legate of Avignon 2ame to Apt to venerate the

relics of St Anne,

fn 1660, the wife of Louis XIII, Anne of Austria,
went to the tomb of her august patroness. On the 28th
of March the bishop of Apt, Modestus de Villeneuve,
having received the queen at the head of his clergy,
spoke an address in her honor, and gave her a
solemn reception. After having assisted at mass, the

: queen venerated the:relics of her holy patron saint,

, visited the two crypts, and did not retire without

leaving behind her noble testimonies of her roysal

. munificence, She presented to St. Anne a statue in

" massive gold representing the Saint, about six inches

" in height, an eagle of the same metal, of about the.

-same proportions, enriched with emeralds, and. a

i
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crown studded vith pearls and 1ubies. Begides these
gifts, she founded forever six masses to besaid anpually,
and promised a sum of 8,000 livres to finish the chape
of St. Anne, beyun the year before. On the 26th of
Jaly 1664, bishop Modestus de Villeneuve tolomuly
consecrated the new edifice, and two days after, the
body of St. Anne was solomnly transferred there,
togethor with the relics of the other Saints protectors
of the city of Apt.

Among the cities which havo been distinguished by
their piety towards St. Anne, is Marseilles. Tt u:
listen to the words of an author (1) of the 17th century,
relating to us in his true, though simplo language
events of which Le was an eye-witness . ** Tho master:
of vossels and other mariners of Marseilles are well
able to tell us if Mistress St. Anue is at Apt, form
year pasges by without their coming to make &
offering for the holp they have obtained of that Lady
on thd sea, and there is no one at Marseilles, be he over
50 little, who, following the examplo of his father an
mother, is not in his heart affectionatoly attached to
that glorious patroness, for the great miracles which
they hear have been wrought by the mere invocation
of St. Anne, These miracles have been so numerow,
that presently we see nothing but_ confratersitie
orected everywhere, even in the smallest villages o
Provence.”

Soveral Popes have granted indulgences to tht
faithfal visiting the precious relics of St. Anne. The
cardinals also vied in favoring this devotion to the
extent of their power. ' :

The dire cpoch of the Revolution wszs, for the
worship of St. Anne, what it was in general Tor religion
. & period of desolation and sorrow.

(1) Legrand.
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Tho silver-gilt roli uary of St. Anne, of St. Auspi-
ciug, of St, Castor, of Sf, Martin, cte,, became the

rey ~f tho modern Vaadals, Fortunatoly the relics
of all theso holy patrons of the city of Apt were saved
from thoir fury., When rolizion was restored, the
rolics of St. Anno, and those of the othor Saints, Macsd
in now busts of gild.d wood, in thoir august sanctuary,

began to recoive once more ‘he worship and vener:-
tion of tho faithfal,

Lot us finish .by a fow words on tho solomn fenat
which gave a new impulse to the worship of St, Anne
of Apt.

Monsoigneur L. Anne Dubreil, archbishop of Avi-
goon, wishing to contributo to the glory of St. Auno,
onriched the church of Apt with a magnificent satute
of his patron-saint, in Carrara marlle, boaght at the
Roman Exhibition in 1873. Our Tioly Fathor Popo
Pius TX granted to tho Prolate the priviloge of crown-
ing tho statue in his name. ,

On the 9th of soptember 1877, the coromony tool
place with ‘he groatest pomp and an estraordinary
concourse of peoplo. The day of the crowning of St,
Amne's statue was a triumphal day for Apt, and revived
he truth of the motto at the foot of the escutcheon of
that city | Felicibus Apta triumphis. :

(From the Semaine Religieuse ot Marsgeilles,) - .

J. B. SARpow.

N v.nm—-‘.v}‘)‘) — ..
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AGTS OF THANKSGIVING TO,ST, ANNE. .

Leroy, Prasina Co. Dax.—Mr Alex. Richard, age -
54, lost his way on the prairie, during the terri%ﬁ&
storm@hat raged from the 11th to the 13th of januar:
1888, He spent the first night, alternately sleepin
on the snow and advancing a few steps in the darknes:
On the following day, he found a log-wood cabin he
demolished, wherein he entered almost frozen, ki
limbs stiffened by the cold. He succeeded with gre:
difficulty in 1aking off his overcoat and in making
fire. He managed to light the last of the two match: &
he possessed, geeing thet his provision of wood w:
about to be exhausted, he tried geveral times, bubi
vain, 1o tear away a_pale from the roof of the cabi:
- What must he do.? He promised mags in honor of §
Anne. His strength immediately returns, and th
time he easily succeed in detaching the pale.
t in this cabip, and the mext ds: 3

without having taken any food for nearly two day

i

o,

he starts out again in spite of the storm. After man
falls caused by weakness, he looks forward to a certs
death, when thinking that he erceives some thing, k
makes a supreme_effort and falls unconscious in th
-doorway of one of his neighbors. They raise himu
and he recovers his senses, but they find out that b

completely restored.

Y

000~

Printed by LAGER BROUSSEAL, 0, Buade Stree}, Quebet, '
e -




