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INTRODUCTION.

TH floig sketches of Winter Sports and Pastimes taken during my two years' sojourn

in Cand and Price Edward Island, although published undtr such distingulshed patronage, 1

caîrnot but feel conscious need much apolog for their unworthrness ; yet 1 have the pre-

sumption to hope that the originaIity of motof the scnsmay afford some intereat to

those who have flot pasda winter on the oter 0ie f the Atatc as weIl as help to

awaken pleasant reminiscences in teminso hewoha.

CHEiSTER CASTLEg
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COASTINO is a very jolly winter amusement, and needs littie description, as the picture wiIl speak for itself.

Aithougli any sloping or frozen ground will do, it is better when leading to fro'zen water, as the impetus given by the rapid

descent, sends you flying along on the level ice for a considerable distance.

The sleds used are simply two runners, firmly fastened together at the top by a board whic-h forms the seat, and

having a rope attached for the purpose of pulling the coaster after y0u Up the ll when your downward journey is over, and

prîor to your next descent.

Soft or deep snow ivili not do for coasting, as the runners sink through, and your progress is thus impeded.

A sharp frost aftcr a thaw mak(es the ground just what is required for tliis amusement. The flrst trudge up the slipperyv

hili wili soon make you forget the cold.
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TOBOUGGINING (from the Indian word toboggin) is very nearly the saine thing as coasting, the exception being that

your Toboggin is constructed so as to slid on the surface of the snow, and consequently requires no0 runners. It is simply

a fiat board, about six feot long by two, and haif an inch in thickîess, curled up at one end and fastened by deer thongs.

The steering is done, with a short stick il either hand, by the steersmn who Bits behind.

Those intending to slide down the bill having taken their seats, the Toboggîn is gently urged to the edge, when,

at first slowly, but in a fcw seconds at an alarming Pace, it tuies smoothly and almost noiselessly down the mountain side,

almost taking away your breath.
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THE country at Prince Edward Island is very flat, and collsequenlY affords littie facility for Toboggining,

a good start being indispensable. This lias been remedied on the pretty grounds'belongiiig to Governrneiit House by the

trt3ctil of a steep wooden slide at the top of a sliglit siope leading- to the ice, and which gives sufficient impetus to take you

400 to 500 yards. Toboggin parties in Canada are given mucli in the same way as croquet parties in England, but,

if I iiiglit presume to, give an opinion, offer far more amusement.
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THEIRinks of Canada are large and lofty buildings, mucli frequented as long as the winter lasts, having their

floors flooded with about 10 iuches of water, which is allowed to freeze for skating purposes. The ice when sufficiently eut

up Îs flooded overnight with about haîf an inch of water, and long before morning forms a beautifully smooth surface for

the next day.

Around the building is a boarded platform raised about a foot from the ice, with seats, stoves, and other comforts,

for the lookers-on, as well as for the skaters when disposed to rest. Off the hall are well-warmed dressing-rooms, the

walls being covered with little lockers, just large enougli for subscribers to deposit their skates. The centre of the ]Rinli

is set apart for those able to cut figures, &c., whilst the sides are patronized by the less proficient, who content themselves

with whirliuig round and round in a sort of never-ending procession. A regimental band usually plays twice a week, and

greatly adds to the enjoyment.
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THiis sketch represents "Curling- 011 one of thie Dartniouth Lakes near Halifax, N.8. the game is of course

the same as played ini Scotland or elsewliere. Theose Lakes foini a chain eýxtendýinîig over some 30 or 40 iles, and on a

fine day present a very animated appearance, the ice lituritly swarinùiig withi holidayiý-makers froin the nieîý,Igbouring town of

Halifax, and the surrounding villages- A stop is put to the skatin .g and curling when the hieavy snow faits, but after

a tlîaw followed by a frost the fun commences ",da capo.,,





VI.

THE. Saîing Ic Boat conlsists of a wooden tiîangular platform, about two, inches in' thickness, and xnounted
on two runners. The mast is placed well in front, and the sail is what is cominonlY called a Î,leg of mutton sail."

On glib ice a vcry slight breeze wiIl cause the construction to travel with wonderful raPidity.; whilst a strong wind
wil send it along at the rate of 20 to 30 miles an hour. The boat is Steeredj nith a sort of spiked rudder,' and will sail
within a very few points of the wind.

This amusement, wlîile affording a great amount of fan, is at the same time a dangerous on1e, for should you run
aga.inst any inequality on the ice, large enougli to cause a momentary check, the sudden shock wil create a sensation similar
to what would be feit at a collision in a raîiway carniage, and not uufrequiently yen are pitched out with considerabie violence

0o1 the ice.
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THE Canadians, like their American neiglibours are extremely fond of Trottiug Matches, and Winl give almost any

price for a horse-no matter how ugly-if lie can only do bis mile in 2 minutes and 40 seconds. The Canadian horse, as

a general mile, is not a fair square trotter, his movement wheu going slow resembling a shamble, but wlien doing his best,

becorning more regular, no amount of whipping will then make himý break; ini fact, lie can trot considerably faster than lie

can gallop.

My sketch represents a Trotting Match (or race, as any number may enter) on the ice, usually got up by farmers

and horse dealers after a market day. The shouting, yclling, and whip-cracking that takes place during the race is indeed

wonderful, as each driver does bis best to make bis opponent's horse break, involving, if lie succeeds, the penalty of having

to turn bis sicigli once round before rejoining in the race, ini a similar manner as we ini England have to back the wheel,

under the same circumstances. Tbe man who bas best accustomed bis horse to being yelled at without breakiug, generally

walks in a winuer, as the pace of ail is mucli about the same.
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VIII.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, is entirely surrounded by ice for about five months durîng
the year, and the only means of communication with the rest of the world is by the Mail Boat, which crosses the
Northumberland Straits at its narrowest part (about nîne miles) between Brulé and'Cape Tormentine. So terribly severe
is this mode of travelling, that during the whole winter scarcely a passenger will be found to venture across.

The boat is similar to those used by the Royal ilumane Society on the ice in our parks in England, oniy a good
deal larger and stronger. It is fltted with oars, boat hooks, &o., plenty of workç having to be done in the open water, as at
timies the ice drifts about, and there is more rowing than pushing. One very severe winter, during the time we were
quartered at Prince Edward Island, the boat made several journeys without getting into the water at ail, but such instances,
I am told, are rare.

Both crew and passengers are fastened to the boat by a long rope round the waist, to lielp tliemselves out of the
water should tliey slip in (not an unfrequent occurrence), as well as to' pull the boat along. The passenger .must work just
as liard as any of the crew, aithougli le lias to pay pretty heavily for his little amusement.
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THEREF is only one kind of bear to, be found in Canada, viz., the common- Brown Bear. It is very plentifal iii some

parts, and a mortal enemy to farmers, who lose many a stray sheep, owing to Bruin's partiality for mutton. H1e is not a

dangerous animal to meet, as lie runs away as soon as lie becomes aware of your presence.

Bear's flesh, wlien in season, is not bad eating, and bis skin 18 in great request for sleigh robes, &c. The 2nd

battalion of the 4tli regiment have a very tame one brouglit from Canada, which is sometimes allowed in the mess-.room

after dinner, and begs for lis share of dessert, besides sliewing off a few tricks lie lias been tauglit by the soldiers witli whom

lie is on1 the best of terms.
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TiîE jolly natives of Prince Edward Island as a ruie dine at 1 p.n., and as they are always ready for another feed

tLt the la.te hour we from England are accustomed to take our ineal, an invitation to dine at Barracks is seldom, if ever,

refused on the score of a previous engagement. The sketch shows a load being brought into Barracks to help us to

jpass the long winter evening.
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THEF less said about this sketch the better, particularly as it appears to have happened to our guests dining ii

l3arracks. The hour, however, is somewliat later, and tliey are now trying to get home. A box sleigli (simply a box filled

wîth straw on'runners) has been provided, and a fail of snow having since taken place, the road to the gate lias disappeared.

No wonder then that the " Jehu " of their party manages to shoot lis cargo into tlie deep snow, as, suddenly discoveriiig

that the Barracks' gate is locked, he endeavours to Pull up with la jerk the steed lie lad so lately been urging to lis utmost.
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THE roads ini some parts of the country are very narrow, and after a heavY fail Of snow two sleighs meeting

have littie chance of passing eacli other without a good deal of trouble.

On a market-day one sometimes meets a string of wood sleds returfllfg home, the drivers having sold their wood,

and drank a fair share of the proceeds, turn anything but obliging, on these occatsions if you do not speedily shew that you are

doing your best to make room for them by driving into the Jeep snow, they clear a passage for themeelves by charging past,

when you are pretty sure to corne off second best, there being nothing to break about a wood sled, while your slightly made

tandem sleigh offers a very poor resistance. This littie amusement is a great deliglit to the Canadian"oul"
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THEz British officer in Canada generally manages to sport a sicigli by some means or other, and weeks before

the snow covers the ground sufficiently deep to take advantage of this amusement lie lias provided himself wîtli horse, sleigli,

beils, robes, &c., &c., ail of which are of course quite new. RUe tlien waits witli impatience for bis flrst drive, and a suitable

day having at lengtli arrived, the liorse is buckled to, a fair friend is asked to take part in the trial trip, and off tliey start for

the first run.

The roads at the commencement are level, and tlie snow in tlie vicinity not liaving liad time to get beaten down

and slippery, ail goes well, and lic flatters himself liow very unnecessary were tlie friendly warnings of bis more experienced

brother officers as to the " traces being too long, tlie breeching 'no t sliort enougli,"ý and sundry otlier hints as to liow to go

down hli, turn a corner, &c. "1Why,» says lie, "I don't sec a bit of difference between driving a sleigli and a. dogcart,

except- tliat this is jollier, and, if anytliing, less chance of an upset."

But alas! the roads are not ail level. Hie draws nigli a hli, whicli is safely topped, and tlie descent commenced.

The road is now beautifully slippery, and, somehow or otlier, botli liorse and sicigli appear to be travelling " crab fasliion,"

the aleigli, if anything, rather in advance. This surely cannot be tlie orthodox way of going down liil " 1Drive into tlie

deep snow on the side of the road," suggcsts the fair Canadian. Ail is riglit agamn for the moment, and the descent is

prosecuted; thc liorse now appears to be trying lis best to seat liimself in the driver's lap, certainly using tlie dashboard

instead of the breedhing, and our friend at last begins to think tliat perliaps it is a trifle too long: the liorse by tliis tiine

lias quite made up bis mind on the subject, as, giving a couple of playful kicks, lie sends tlie dasliboard flying. One more

kick, and tlie sîcigli is-enipty, as sliewn in thie next sketch.
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THE Trap somehow or other stili continues to tickle the horse, and kicking being of no avail, rullnfg away

from the annoyance is next tried, apparently with better success, as robes, cushions, furs, foot-muifs, &c., are scattered to the

winds, to be picked up at leisure by the late occupants of the sleigli, and left Iltiil called for" at the nearest farm house,

whist they quietly stroil home doing their best to look as if nothing had happened.

The truant horse and wreck of sleigh 18 generally brouglit into Barracks the next xnorning, a pretty shrewd guess

having been made by the finder that it beiongs to some of the "lofficer gents."



70, -
p

GONE AWAY.

L.0



XV.

I/F PPi f'PTh'

THfE shores of iPrince Edward Island, deeply indented with bays and arms of the sea, are mucli frequented in.

the spring and winter by :flocks of wild geese of various species, on their annual migrations.

The accompanying sketch represents a scene during the wiuter season, which, is the best time for sliooting

them. The hunter builds hîmself a shelter from the keen wids witli a few slabs of ice, whicli lie cuts with an axe

from the frozen surface of tlie bay. The hole tlius formed, which lie enlarges as mucli as possible by breakmng the ice

ail round, is taken advantage of by the geese, who pitch in it to seek for food and dabble their plumage. Tlie hunter,

lying concealed ini lis ice lut on a few young spruce bouglis, lias 110w an opportunity of getting a sliot. fils gnn (loaded

with a large charge of powder and several slngs) lie stealthily raises and fires, wlien the geese rise noisily in the air, but

one liard hit, and with damaged wing, staggers, and thie Judian running ont presently catches the falling bird and wrings

its neck.

The Indians of Prince Edward Island, who are a reinnant of the Mic Mac tribe, whicli formerly extended

tîrouglout Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, will remain ont on the ice from daylight tili dusk, waiting their chance

for a shot, and exposed to a temperature of sometiines 15 below zero.

The sketch is taken from a heiglit considerably above the level of the sea, and tlie goose, whicl always fies

high, is beginning to fail.
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TnU, Indians cali their home in the woods "4A Camp," aithougli it may consist of but one but. lIn parts at al

frequented for sporting purposes a camp will be found ready made, as your temporary shelter is always left untouched for the

next corner, with the exception of the canvas covering, which of course you take away with you. ShouId you go to an untried

part of the country, your camp-keeper wiIl soon erect a secure shelter against the piercing cold, and keen winds.

A few young pine trees, shorn of their branches and cut the saine length, are piled together, thin ends meeting,

the thiec ones pointedl and stuck in the ground, enclosing a space of about ten feet in diameter. A long pliant sapling is then

procured, made into a hoop, and introduced inside the pile. This is raised until it touches the poles all round, when it is

securely bound, and a strong bar of wood-generally Indian pear-fastened across to hang the chain or hook for your

kettie. This bar should be about five feet from the ground. The, skeleton of your house is now coinplete, and nothing

remains but to wrap the canvas round the outside, leaving a snail aperture at the top to forin a chimney. Three sides

of an oblong square are next described with Iogs in the inside of the hut to form a clear space for the lire. The fourth

side is the doorway, and the space between the logs and the wail is filled with young spruce branches, and covered

with blankets to form, couches. Should y ou corne unprovided with the canvas-wrap mentioned, the Indians soon find a

sulstitute by peeling the bark off bircli trees, and fastening it outside your hut with pointed pieces of wood or tin, tacks.

The camp-keeper always remains in camp, keeping guard, cutting wood, preparing meals, besides -generally

maiiaging to catch a lish or two for your supper. Tea is almost the only beverage in the woods on account of its

portability.
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Tin~usul moe o mose siooingis to foilow tlieir tracks, whîcli consiSItS in crawling noiselessY after yoixr Indian

guide, M wlolsl mex mgtle gron boen twigs, trees, &c., soofl discovers a fresli track. This, liowever, unless it be

going against tlie wind, lias to be abandoned, and a-oefvrbeoefud masqunl, a ptoneal ciruth mays

hav t bemae efoe slotisobtained, and then ofttimes the wood is so thick, and so Iml aporti n fthe oos

visible, that your long crawl inaY oniy resait in frightening the animal, an anidgantgrats fromi for anduantfriend,

as lie scornfully points to wliere your ballet lias liarmlessly lodged in tlie nearest tree,auset me1foraqetmoe

looing aniything but pleasant. fraohrtakbtgigt h ih rlfa h

The pipe beinlg finislied, off you start again ana liant fo another t, but going to lie rgoet a s tie

startled moose will warn ail others in the immediate viciuity. After, inaybe,' anothertie or d four liour trdgesatshot is

obtained, and this time witli better luck, as the linge beast is brouglit down on1 lislincesadspdlyeptced

the ndin, wtlilis iuniugknif. Ater akig afew markçs liere and there on tlie trees so as to faci]itate tlie llnditig

ofthe ndeer, wth next dayin yoa c str ffr he camp, pea s 10o mls distant, to find whicli, but for tlie instinct Of

tlie lIndian, woiild be niext to impossible. lEven lie, as 50011 as overtaken by da es neue ow, o amstep furti ando

prepares to pass the niiglit wliere lie is, and after, to your liorror, saying "&go sleepnw"colhisfupadon

shews that lie ineans it. Unprovided as yoa are witli any covering save wliat is on your back, ana it being winter

time, a pleasant uiglit's rest ean liardly be expected, still, if you are a keen sportsman and good walker, this mode of

passing the niglit soinetimes occurs.

The next day, as soon as there is safficient dayliglit for the Indian to make bis observations, off lie starts at a trot,

inay be with the moose's head (no liglit weiglit) on lis back, and leads you panting into camp. After fortifying yourself

witli a substantial ineal, the next thing that lias to be considered is liow to get the carcase removed from the woods, as you

are hiable to a lieavy fine, and anyone giving information, to a large reward by Goverfl.ment, sliould you omit to do so.

ilorses must be provided front the nearest settlement, and as you are entirely inl the power of the settiers auJ Indians, you

have the pleasure of choosing between paying anything they like to ask for carrying tlie meat, or being fined on tlieir

information.

One person is only legaily allowed to shoot five moose during the season. A full sized bail moose stands abou t

18 liands measared at the shoulder, and lis antlers, whicli are very large, about 30 to 40 inclies from tip to tip, the palm.

or broadest part about 12 indhes in widtli. The cow moose lias no liorns, and is consequentlY seldom shiot (unless you

are short of meat), as wehl as on accoant of the great expense of removiflg the carcase from the woods.
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THIs mode of enticing the bull moose within shot is done ini the rutting season, The Indian, who accompaflies

the sportsman, roils a piece of bircli-bark in tlie shape of a colle, and, using it as'a trumpet, imitates the cow moose to sucli

perfection, that lie will draw the country for miles should there be a bull in the vicinity. This is done always on a

moonliglit niglit, and in the months of September or October.

The Indian, with lis companion, stations himself in the open plain, but close to the forest, and soon gets an

answer to his cail if there is a moose within a couple of miles. This lie repeats at intervals of about five minutes, when a

crashing through the woods in the distance is heard, as the linge brute tears his way througli the forest, and presently lie

is seen on the border of the wood. The Indian now gives a few very suppressed grunts, and the Inoose slowlY and

suspiciously draws near, and the sportsman gets lis chance of a shot.

This is, however, rather poor sport; at times you sit out the whole niglit without getting any answer to the cails,
not being permitted to malke the slightest noise, aud even denied the comfort of a pipe--not at ail a bad thing on a Canadian

winter's niglit.
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THE tracks on the ice, which are considered safe for travelling with heavy loads, are marked out with young spruce

or fir trees stuck in the ice at intervals of about 50 yards. This is doue by the country people frequenting tliem aà the

commencement of the winter; air-holes, and other unsafe parts caused by different currents, are also marked by them with large

clumps of young trees to warn the traveller. A track that lias been used for a day or two without any fail of 8110w having

taken place is easy enougli to follow, even ini the dark, as your h orse will not leave it; but after a faîl, heavy enougli to cover

up the road, the trees are found of great use.

Occasionally a short eut is tried, or you may lose the track owing to fog or other causes, wlien the best thing to be

doue is to get out and walk tili you find it again, as a ducking on a cold winter's niglit is well worth avoiding when a littie

trouble wil do so. Although you but rarely get riglit through the ice, you very often break the upper crust wbich forms

after a thaw, and get into a foot or so of water, quite sufficient to cause alarm, as the horse plunges and splashes ini lis

endeavours to regain a flrm footing.

When a horse really breaks through the ice, the first thing to be done when you have saved your own skin and eut

away the sleigh, is to rau a slip knot round lis neck with a piece of rope or the reins, and nearly choke him, as this lias

the effect of stopping lis struggles, besides making him float well out of the water. You next get lis feet on the ice, and if

there are two of you, by the aid of the traces (or ropes, should you happen to have any with you,) lie can generaily be got out;

but it is a most troublesome proceeding, and not always crowned with success. The Canadians do not think mucli of it,

and are always provided with the necessary ropes, &c. After the ice breaks up in the spring, numbers of dead bodies are

annually washed on to the beach. The sketch represents a ducking at niglit.
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